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THE RESOURCES OF TIIF CLUURCIL

CHRISTIAN CHARACTER, TRUTIHL

AND PIETY.

A fourth resource of the chureh, lies in her
capacity to unfold more of chiaracter than the
world without. We here speak of character,
not in its most internal sense, or as related to
God, but of character as a power over men,
to influence their feelings and command their
homage. Christiun character, in this view
of it, is that which by principle and worth
and beauty of feeling in one man, approves
itself to another, and becomes a controlling
and assimilative power over him. Itis no
easy thing to beget, in minds not brought up
in society, even a sense of character. The
million live and die without once conceiving
it. But no man, however dull or rude, can
become a Christian without, at least, having
some conception of charaeter awikened. He
must know himself and Gad, and himself as
morally related to the moral goodness and
excellence of God. He cannot smite upon
his breast, like the publican, without a painful
‘discovery of himself to prompt it ; nor without
g0 much as daring-to [ift his eyes to heaven,
can he cry, with the publican, ¢ God be mer-
ciful to me a sinner,”” and not have felt, in
some degree, the greatness and purity of God.
Behold a vile, brutish person, bowed in tears,
and trembling with inward horror, before the
tremendous majesty and glory of God!  Some
elementary notion of character is there de-
scending upon him, in that shuddering before
Jehovah; 1t is the sense of churacter that
nmakes him shudder.  And how can a life be
spent in holy communion with God, the
infinitely perfect,—how modelled after Christ,
the, only perfect life ever displayed in human-
ity, ‘without -attaining. to a.nicer and more
heavenly . sense of character, and receiviug

“its'impress. . “The principles of religion, too,
truth, justice, rectitude, benevolence, are all
such as need to lie at the basis of a good and
great character., The feelings and manners
of Chnistian piety—courtesy, gentleness, con-
descension, pity, gratitude, forgiveness, char-
ity—are all such as cunnot be dispensed
with, in the construction of a worthy and
beautiful character. Then counsider the
whole diseipline of a Christian life, as a per~
petual exercise in character. No sooner does
one become a disciple thun he is pot upon
it as a study, how to honour his calling, to be
charitable and yet judicious, wheu to resist
enemies and when to suffer them, to be cheer-
ful without being light, sericus yet not morose,
when to argue and when to be silent, when
1o forgive and when to bring to justice, when
to feel and when to reason, to have high emo-
tions and not be a framist, 10 be independent
without obstinacy, to believe without eredul-
ity, to have high experiences without adver-
tising closet transactions, to have a speech
seasoned with salt yet clear of cant, to be
united .to God and not disunited from man.
How can a disciple be drilled in sach exer-
cises, all his life long, without becoming more
or Jess expert in discriminating character in
himself and others?

The chureh, then, is to her disciples a per-
petual school of character. We by no means
affirmthat a]l who take the Christian name
become examples of moral excellence and
beanty. Many seem never to have a thought
about character, afterthey have once become
satisfied of their conversion. We say of such,
when they die, perhups, that in the judament
of charity they were Christiuns, and traly our
charity covers a multitude of sins. At the
same time there are unfolded in the church
innumeruble examples of character from all
the walks of life, such as can not be found
elsewhere—examples which dignify emi-
‘nence and power, canse obscurity to shine,
and, muke adversity_smile—the gentle, the

ure, the good, the upright, the firm, the

erioc, the holy.

And how great a power is character! Out
of God’s own person and his truth, there is
no other so mighty and persuasive. "It isthat
eloguence which man least knows how 1o
resist. It ‘provokes no resistance. Being
itself only tiuth in life, it suffers no answer.
It the beholder turns away to escape the ho-
rage he feels, its image still goes with him,
to reprove his ovil deeds and eall him every
houtr toGody - - ... - .

Truth is another of the resources of the
church, a power that God has deposited in
her bosom to be develuped there. Having
the Christian Seriptures, she may therefore
boldly say, what is denied to all schools of
philosophy, that she has the truth of God.
tlence it comes to pass that, while they are
ever displacing cach other, and after their
shoit day of splendour is over, retiring into
oblivion, the church still holds her place, ga-
thers new strength from every assault, and
stands ereet as the pillar and eronnd of the
truth.  The great masters of philosophy and
champions of infileliy die, by tarns, into
alimmer and darkness; but Christ the Mes-
siah is the sun of righteousness rolling up
into noon and the fullness of day. Already
has it been proved, by an experience of eigh-
teen hundred years, that the church’s trath is
invincible. 1t speaks to man, and its words
have their own evidence in them. If reason

reels away from its mysteries, reason yet re-

turus dissatisfied without them. If human
wisdom invents a better God, and a govern-
ment more according fo its wind, human
wisdom is soon frozen by its own meagre
truth, aud returns to Christ for warnth, Soeh
is the Christian iruth, the virtues it teaches so
excellent, the hopes it offers sodefinite and
so consonant to human wants—it brings God
s0 near and displays the divine feelis g so at-
tractively, it paints human character so truly
and offers a remedy so adeguate, that if
spurned or rejected, it will yet be scught.

We do not say that all the points of Chris-
tian doetrine are settled, or that nothing re-,
mains to be done to unfold their relations, and
set them forth in the harmony of their reasons.
Neither do we say that there is no disagree-
ment about the essential truths of the Chris
tiun scheme.  Thatl were to maintain that its
victory -is already completc.: - We only say
that " God’s "everlasting truth is now in the
bosom of the church. There is a process
going on, too, in the church, from age to age,
whereby her views of the Christian plan are
being filled up, rectified, and systematized in
their reasons. She is instrueting herself also
by her own lapses and apostacies. Almost
all the possible errors she has invented and
tried out. Those bold extravagancies of hu-
man [earning, new so prevalent, and by which
so many are perhaps unduly frightened, are
among the last, and, we trast, not feast frait-
ful efforts of aberration. Taken iv the larger
view, she is, in all these, only making her
experiments to setile the trath, unmasking
her artillery, drawing it forth into ranks and
orders, and preparing, by her lines of battle
encircling the globe, to complete her wurfare
against unbeliel by a universal and sweeping
defeat,

But the greatest of all resources possesse!
by the church, to be developed by growth, is
drawn from her internal union with, and par-
ticipation of, the divine nature—greater than
either wealth, talent, internal population,
character, or truth—greater than all together,
and that, becausae it neludes them all. The
church of God is a habitation of the Spirit,
the body itself of Clyist, and so the fullness
of him that filleth all in all. Let it not be
deemed an irreverence, it we speak of a
progressive developement of this divine e¢le-
ment in the chuorch,

The piety of the chureh is itself such.—
The life of Christian piety is the life of God ;
its growth a development of that life. ' When
the holy life begins, in a renewed mind,
whether infant or’adult, it is only a capacity
or seed of Tuture growth j that growth but a
fuller participation of the divine nature, in its
power, cooduess, and beauty. The same is
true of ths churchiin its celleetive capacity.
The amount of her existence is measured,
not by the numbers or noise she makes, bul
by her pasticipation of the life of God. " Ae-
cording to her measure in this, is she clear in
understanding, bencvolent in cmotion, self-
denying in action, patient in suflering, power-
ful in cxample. Additions of grace are indis-
pensable to all increments of power. A small
root cannot support a large tree. An army of
spiritual invalids cannot “vanquish the world.
Union to God is the soul and success of all good
efforts. - Without this, we only drag the chureh
on painfully after us, as if it were an idol car,
by the -pull of many hands, Butif we are

rof herown iuternal life-—the life of God,

filled with holy piety, and earnest practicul
love to the cause of salvation, then the church
has liberty and inspiration, becomes itself a
creatvre of life, like the wheels of Ezekicl,
because the spirit of the living creatures is
in jt,

There is nlso another aspect to this growth
of piety. Notonly does the internal life of
the tree extend its reach, but the outward
bulk manifests the fact. The churchyin like
manner, is to the world’s eve a developement
of God. Being the body of Ghrist, she is, iu
=ome sense, thongh not iu the sense of M.
Brownson and the Papists, a perpeinal Christ
in the earth—in ihe sense, we mean, not of
her political organization, but of her practical
or internal spirit. By this she becomes the
light of the world, as her Saviour was—a per-
petual manifestation of the Spirit, or what is
the same, of the Divine Nuture.” Thig, too,
is the main source of her power over the
world. Tt is not breause she rans 10 and fro.
becavse she strives and eries, but because
she lives a life above nature,~herein lies her
capacity of impression.  Without saying
“this is Gady’ the world is moved as by the
presence and power of God. Ier Christ-
like grace of love, purity, truth, and benefi-
cence are a divine atmosphere about her,
amd her atmosphere enters the breath and
the blood, while her arguments only pluy
about the “head. To approach her is v be
convineed of sin, righteonsness, and a judg-
ment to come. To be thns, in her Christizn
growth, a demonstration of the Spirit, to have
the divine natore flowing out thus impalpably
but vreally on the world, gives her an assim-
lative power in the natare of vitality ; so that
if she gains n convert, whether at siomeor in
the ends of the eanh, (for place is nothing,)
it is not by external conquest, but-by virtue

Furthermore, there is, we. apprehend, a
certain fixed relation between those exertions
of spiritual influence which are immediate,
and those which flow immediately through
the churceh; else why has not the Spirit left
the church behind and poured itsell, as a
rushing mighty wind, into the bosom of the
whole world tn a day? There needed to be
un ot jective influence,. as well as one inter-
nal; else the subject of the Spirit would not
kunow or guess to what his internal motions
are attributable, and might deem them ouly
nervous or hystene effects, or possibly, if a
heathen, the work of some enchanter or de-
mon. But the objective influence of a holy
life, coupled with holy teachings fram the
church, starts the contensplative powers,foccu-
pies the knowing principle, and explains the
ummediate influence and ifs object, offers to
view in its own holy exercises the molds of
exercises to be wrought in the observer, and
by its own assimilative and persuasive sym-
pathies gives 1o the new feeling in him its
own heavenly type and form. If we are
right in this view, if there is a fixed relation
between the mediate and immediate influ-
ences of the Spirit, such that one measures
the other, (and we could urge many additional
reasens for the opinion,) then are we broaght
fairly out upon the sublime conclusion, that
the giowth or progress of Christian piety in
the chureh, if 1t shall take place, offers the
expectation of a correspondent progress in
the developementof those spuitnal inflaences
that are immediate. The mediate and im-
mediate are both identical at the root. If,
therefove the church, unfolds her piety as a
diviue life, which is one, the divine life will
display its activity as much more potently and
victorion-ly without, which is the other. ~ And
as the kingdom of heaven, which was first
as a grain of mustard seed, advances in the
last duys towards the statore of a tree, the
more it muy advance; for the [ioly Spirit
will pour himself into the world, as much
tnore intensely and profusely. Grant us, O
God! that we may not disappoint ourselves
of a hope so glorious by attempts to extend
thy church without that holy growth of piety
on which our success depends. Pourthyself
in thy fulless, and as a gale of purity, into
our bosorn ! ~ Expel all schemes that are not
begun in Thee! Let there be good desires
in us, thatour works may be truly good ! And
that Thou mayest do thy will in the earth, do

itin us perfectly '—Dr. Bushnell,

THIS WORLL A STATE OF DISCIPLINE.

The peculiar condition of sublunary. things,
as imperfect and transitory, is forced on our
notice by the circunstan es of the external -
wotld durinyg the period of winter, The beauty
of the year is gone,—the cheerful notes of the
lark, of the blackbird, of the thrush, and of the
whele choir which poured the voice of love and
enjoyment from eaith and sky, have ceased in
our Jand, and a brooding ominous melancholy
reigns around. "Fhis is but one instance of a
character impressed, as we have seen, on every
thing under the sun. All are full of change
and decay ; and the state of the natural world
is only an emblem of that which subsists in the
moral world, where temptation, and sin, and
sorrow, have shed their fatal blight over the
once glorious prospects of rational and immor-
tal beings. :

This condition would be totally inexplicable,
were it not for the light thrown aon the subject
by Revelation. When we=re told that we are
at present only in the infancy of our existence,
placed here in a state of discipline, to prepare
us for a higher and more pertect residence, the
mystery is unravelled, and we are made to un-
derstand, in some degree at least, why it has
pleased the All-wise disposer of events to place
us in a world where He only displays the
brightness of Ilis perfection as it weie by
glimpses, and casts clonds and darkness over the
rest of the scene. ’

[t1s true that evils exists ; but the Christian
knows that it is overruled for good. CQur Di-
vine Master does not indeed, remove calamity,
but }Te changes its nature, and gives us power
cheerfully to'endure it.  As Ilis religion shows
us the hand of a God of love in every thing, it
causes us to regard distress, from whatever
earthiy source it arises, as* the chastisement of ..
a Father, who chastens us: for our profity that
we may . become  partakers. of his. holiness,? .
Hence the Christian is in a condition-to feel a -,
constant and delightful dependence on Provi- =~
dence. Thus instructed, he may grieve, but he
cannotrepine ; he may be hunbled and afflict-
ed, but he cannot despair, Shall a child, who
kuows that a Father correets him inlove, mur-
mur under the rod? Shall he not rather bend
with humble resignation, and look up with af-
fectionate joy, to the hand which wounds that
it may heal?

This would be the effect of faith in the pro-
mises of the Gospel, even although the opera-
tions of Providence were surrounded with such
mysterious darkness, that our limited facualties
could perceive in them no traces of Divine wis-
dom and goodness. Butit is no trifling addition
tothe satistaction with which we rest in these
promises, that God {requently condescends to
make bare Liis holy arm in our sight, that we
may follow Tis hand, as it overrules earthly
events, and controuls human passionsand affec~
tions, so as to render both moral anc physicial -
evil an instrument of good. .

In reference fo ourcondition as moral agents,
and with a view to the powers and faculties,
which, as fallen but rational creatures, we pos-
sess, it is not difficult to perceive in what man-
ner the afflictive vicissitudes of life operate in
clevating and ameliorating our character. If
life were free from cvil, there would be little
to employ the judgment, or call into action the
latent faculties,—little to rouse, to affect, and
to invigorate the human soul. The heoric vir-
tues of fortitude and courage, for example,
would be without an object, were there no
perils to encounter, and no enemies to subdue.
What self-abasement could there be where
there was no infirmity ? What meekneéss,
what patience, what forbearance, if there were
no injustice lo suslain, no calamities to suffer,
and no injuries 1o forgive? Where were the .
exercise of resignation in a paradise of bliss?-
Where the trial of faitlt in a land of righteous-
ness ? o o o

The social virlues, too, as well as the person-
al, could, undar such circumstances, only be
called into partial action. Ilow could there be
any pity, where there was no_distress ?7—any -
sympathetic joy, where therc was iio escape
from danger ?—any compassionate ~charity,
where there were no sins to ‘cover, and no
wan!s to relieve ? o e

Were there no evils, then, either in the cir="
cumstances of the external world, or inuthe:

moral and physical condition of ‘the society in»i .
which we dwell, we should be placed in a state: *
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to which our fallen nature is not suited; and
some of our noblest faculties would remain un-
exercised and unimproved. But it is not so.
Under the discipline of Providence, the Chitis-
tian is tutored in the school of adversity ; and
js rendered prudent by disappointment, humble
by error, and magnanimous by endurance.
Baffled, afllicted, persecuted, butrising superior
to calamity, he unfolds his patience, his meek-
ness, his resignation. Experiencing the hatred
and contempt of those whom his heart desires
o benefit, ke learns the divine duty of forgive-
ness, and is taught to persevere in offices of
kirdness to the ungrateful. 'While engaged in
these severe but exalted exercises, he becomes
sensible of his own inability, and ‘is forced to
exclaim, ¢ Who 1s sufficient for these things 2°
Thus, he is led to apply to Him who has said,
¢My grace is suffictent for thee, my strength is
made perfect in weakness.> Weeping for his
sins at the foot of the cross, he feels the virtue
of humility taking deep root and growing in
his soul ; and thé graces of faith, of hope, and
of joy in the Savour of sinners, rising to matu-
rity. )
'}n a word, the disciple of theMan of Sorrows
is exposed to temptation, that he may guard
gainst it; to difficulties, that he may over-
come them ; to dangers, that he may rise above
them, He is taught, by experience, the un-
profitableness of sin, and he hates it,—the
mptiness of human honours, and he despises
them,~the worthlessness of earthly pleasures,
and he looks beyond them.
Contemplate the servant of Jesus, as, under
the guidance of Heaven, he advances through
t his vale of tears, gradually throwing off the
load of his sins,—~mixing with the world, that
he may learn to despise its follies,—gaining
strength by moral discipline, and improving in
virtues and graces at every step. In this

character, you witness the highest glory of

human nature in its state of sin and suffering
on earth,—a being worthy of the approbation
of angels. You see a soldier taught to fight
the good fight of faith, and trained {o victory
amidst hardships, dangers, and death,—a pil-
grim travelling through the wilderness, with

steady eye fixed on the Hely Land, a pupil of

God, instructed in the school of "His provi-
dence,—an heir of immortality, rendered, by
the discipline of his mortal state, meet for the
inheritance of the saints in light,

In this noble, this admirable being, you ne
longer recognize the fallen descendant of Adam,
but - the adopted . child - of God. Amazing
change ! . How superior is this: once depraded
and wretched outcast to his formerself! * Cloth-
ed now in the armour of God, he goes forth
¢ conquering and to conquer,’—surrounded with
danger, but trusting in an unseen arm,—strug-

ling with sorrow, yet kissing the hand which
inflicts the wound,—* troubled on every side,
but not distressed, perplexed but not in despair,
persecuted but not forsaken, cast down but not
destroyed,’—cluding the snares of the world,
and even successfully contending with ¢ prin-
cipalities and powers, the rulersof the darkness
of this world, and spiritnal wickedness in high
places.?

What striking instances of the efficacy of
Christian principles, exercised amidst vicissi-
tudes and suffering, do we discover in the
Apostles of our Lord, who rejoiced when they
were counted worthy of stripes for the sake of
their beloved Master, in whom ¢ tribulation
wrought patience, and patience experience, and
experience hope ;* and whom ¢hope made not
ashamed, because the love of God was shed
abroad in their hearts.” And, above all, what
a dignified and lovely example of the same prin-
ciple do we behold in Christ himself, whose
wgole life was an illustration of the power of
Divine grace, in calling the noblest faculties
into exercise, and thus rendering the character
of man ¢ perfect through suffering ;°> and who
could,—at the close of his earthly career, when
He saw the time immediately at hand, so full
of unutterable horrors, in which the whole
world was to be combined against Him, in
which His very disciples were basely toforsake
their Master and allow him to tread the wine-
press alone, and in which, during his agony,
the blood-drops of anguish were to burst from
His body,~—who could, I say, even in this most
appalling hour of the power of darkness, pre-
serve unshaken His confidence in an unseen
God, and feeling that he was not alone, for the
Father was wilh Him, could in pious resigna-
tion exclaim, ¢Father, not as I will, but as
thou wilt I’ )

And these troubles of life prepare moral' man
forimmortality, It is this which gives them
their peculiar character, and stamps on them an
inestimable value. FHere is the true source of
Christian consolation. 'What are a few flecting
years of imperfect enjoyment, or even of posi-
tive calamily, when, through that very con-
dition, we shall be rendered meet to enter the
kingdom of God, and dwell with Him for ever?
Who would not go on a pilgrimage through this
dark and howling wilderness, when he sees
rising - before him, in.all their grandeur and
beauty, the everlasiing mansions of the promised
land ?. - Who would not cheerfully bear the light

- affliction of the present moment, when he knows
that itis “working out for him a far more ex~
_eeeding, even an eternal weight of glory,

THE ESSENTIAL IN CHRISTIANITY.
The immediate purpose of Christianity is
the awakeuing of a new life in the soul.” 1t
addresses itself not to the reason in the first
instance, but to the conseience. Its first word
is “repent.””  Itsecks to change the sinner’s
heart—to make him feel his need of truth,
and to turn him upon the cultivation of per-
sonal goodness.  This coustitules its spiritual

purpose, and the. consequence of its action on

the soul exhibits its spiritual etficacy. Nor
on the sinner alone does it act with a Divine
enerzy, working in silence, but mightily ;
I'’k= God’s breath in ereation, when the void
became a universe of worlds; like God’s
will in providence, by which the life and or-
der of the ereationare seeretly but continnaily
maintained. On him who has been created
anew it acts with its holy itufluence, to en—
courage every good purpose and sustain every
vight effort.  In the thne of our weakness it
becomes our strength ; in the hour of tempta-
tion, our saviour ; in the day of sarrow, our
comfort. It leads us from an earthly hell toa
present heaven. It is a Divine power within
us, renewing, sanclifying, consoling, filling
us with peace and hope, with joy and love.
This is its action as a spiritual instrument.
Aundhence we say that a spiritual influence is
necessarily included in any complete view of
Christianity.  Our Lord said this, and most
careful was he to prevent any misupprehen-
stons, like that to which the Jows were so
prane, by which bLis religionshould be thovght
to consist rather of doetrine and rommand-
ment than of life-giving force, or that allegi-
ance to him consisted more in faith and out-
ward obedience, than inthe tone of seutiment
which should pervade the whole character
and determine the babitual experience of the
soul. ¢ The words that I speak unto you,”
cried he, as if to guard against-this error,
“they are spirit aund they are life.” Sadiy
have some of his followers—some at least
who have borne his name—disguised this part
of his teaching, strangely misconstruing and
mischievously disfiguring the Gospel which
he delivered. Let aman beli ve allihe doc-
trines of religion, natural and revealed ; let
him observe all the external propricties of
life ; let him even walk acecording 10 the
rules of outward service which Christ pre-
scribed, if this were possible without sympa-
thy with Jesus in mind and heart ; let him
have faith to remove mountains or scale hea-
ven, aud obedience, such asneets the eye,
eriough to win the admiration of all behold=
ers ; ~if he ““have not the spirit of Chvist, he
is nove of his.”> If he have uot recognized
in Christianity a spiritual influence to which
he has subjectad his own soul, Jesus will
not ownhim as a disciple.  Christinnity does
not know him as one of the witnesses of its
excellence. The spiritual influence of the
Gospel s that which marks it as Divine, not
less than its supernatural history, its positive
truths, or its moral instruction. = And if any
should think that more clearly or more reful-
eently than either of these characteristics
does its spiritnal efficacy indicate its descent
from above, we need not set ourselves agaiust
such a persuasion, since we remember that
the Apostle spoke of Christ as ¢ made unto
us wisdom and righteousness and sanctifica-
tion and redemption,’” and thus proclaimed
the spiritnal ageucies whieh are enshrined in
him as the representative of his religion.

Yet are all these necessary to the complete-
e s of Christinmty,—Its historical basis, its
doetrinal exposition, its moral instruction. and
its spiritual jufluence, They are all essen-
tial, and whoever denies either of these, es-
sentially, if not fatally, injures the religion of
Jesus Christ.

And now, perhaps, we might go on, and
show according to this test why are and who
are not Christians, measuring those about us
by the standard which, I doubt not, is the
only true standard by which they could be
judged. But this, as'T have said, we neither
need nor desire to do, Tt is better— -nay, this
is needful—that we exammine ourselves by
this exhibition of Christianity, and see if we
deserve the name which we have taken up-
on ourselves. Are we Christians_according
to this test? Ourduty is plain.  Christianity
has its essentials, This we must not forge.
We have seen what they are. To them let
us cling through all.the chauges of life und
amidst all the” flnctuations of opinions. It
has its Divine history,—that let us receive
and study ; its positive” doetrines,~—those let
us ascertain and believe ; its moral teaching,
~that let us understand and practise ; its
spiritual influence,~—that let us welecome and
cherish.  Other things may be important, but
these are essential. Other things may pass
away, butthese must remain. Many ques-
tions of interest arise, on which men nay
form different judgments without serious de-
triment 3 but in regard to the historical, the
doctrinal, the moral, and the spiritual charae-
teristics of the religion of the New Testament,
as constituting the undeniable evidences of
its divinity, and the’ indestructible elements
of its power, there should be but vne concur-~

rent voice rising from all Christendom—the

grateful confession of every mouth, the joyful
assent of every heart.  Here may we find the
union of believers, there the strength and
glory of the Church. -Eeclesiastical organi-
zatious may perisl,, and prescriptive forms
outlive their period of nsefulness ; but the es-
sential in Christianity, that is immutable, the
trust of man in all ages, the means of the
world’s redewption. Let us hold to the es-
seutial, and, whatever others may think or
say of us, our jinward experience will justify
our imwmortal hope. Christ will own ns as
liis disciples, and the Gospel have accom-
plished for us, and in us, its destined and
blessed work.— Unitarian 1ract.

GENERAL CONTRARIETY OF WAR 10
REVEALED RELIGION,

We may safely preswme warriors to under-
stand the nature and principles of their own
profession.  Napoleon, in a lemporary fit of
candor, denounced war as “the trade of bar-
barians,” and he excludad priests from his
armies, because he held the maxim, the worse
the man, the better the soldier. \Wellington
himself once declared in the House of Lords,
that men who have nice notions about veligion,
have no business to be soldiers. "T'wo British
officers were once cashired for refusing, on 2
foreign stat on, to join in what they conscien-
ously decmed idolatrous worship ; and the king,
in confirming the sentence, said, % If religious
principles were allowed to” be urged by indi-
vidual officers as a plea for disobedience of
orders, the discipline of the army would sustain
an injury which might be dangerous to the state.

Well, then, does the vencrable missionary
Ward say, <« Either our religion is a fable, or
there are ananswerable arzuments against war,
and the profession of arms.”  With equal truth
does Jeremy Taylor aver, “ Ifmen would obey
Christ’s doctrine, they would never war one
against another ; for, as contrary as cruelty is
lo merey, tyranny to charity, so is war and
bloodshed to the meekness ahd gentleness of
the Christian religion.”

“War, says Robert Hall,” is the fruitfui
parent of crimes. It reverses all the rules of
morality. 1t is nothing less than A redpPozary
REPEAL OF THE PRINCIPLES OF VIRTUE. [ isa
system out of which aliost all virtue is excluded,
and in which nearly all the vices are included.—
Whatever renders human nature amijable or res-
pectable, whatever engages love or confidence,
1s sacrificed at its shrine. [t removes, so far
as an enemy is concerned, the basis of all so-
ciely, of all civilization and virtue; for the
basis'of these is the " good-will “duc "to every
individual of the speeics, as being a part of
ourselves. The sword, and that alone, cuts
assunder the bond of consanguinity which
unites man to man. Hence the morality of
peaceful times is directly opposite to  the
maxims of war. The fundamental rule of the
first is to do good ; of the latter to juflict in-
juries,  The former teaches men to love their
enemies ; the lutter, to make themselves ter-
rible even {o strangers. The rules of morality
will not suffer us to promote the dearest inter-
ests by falsehood ; the maxims of war applaud
it when employed in the destruction of others. >

Let us put war and Christianity side by side,
and sece how far they agree. Christiunity
saves men ; war destroys them. Christianity
elevates men ; war debases and degrades them.
Christianity purifies men; war corrupts and
defiles them.  Christianity blesses men; war
curses them, God says, thou shalt not kill;
war says, thou shali kill, . God says, blessed
are the peace-makers; war says, blessed are
war-makers.  God says, love your enemies;
war says, hate them. God says, forgive men
their trespasses ; war says, forgive them nof.—
God enjoins fergiveness, and torbids revenge;
while war scorns the former, and commands
the latter.  God says, resist not evil ; warsays,
you may and must resist evil. God says, if
any man smite thee on one cheek, turn to him
the other also; war says, tumn net the other
cheek, but knock the smiter down.  God says,
bless those who curse you; bless and curse
nol; war says, curse those who curse you;
curse, and bless not.  God says, pray for those
who “despitefully use yon; war says, pray
agains! them and seek their destruction. God
says, see that none render evil for evil unto
any man; war says, be sure to render evil for
evil unto all that injure you. God says, over-
come cvil with good ; war says, overcome evil
with evil. God' says, if thine enemy hunger,
feed him; if he thirst, give him drink ; war
says, il you do supply your enenies with food
and cloti’ling, you shall be shot as a traitor,
God says, do good unto all men ; war says, do
as much evil as you can to your enemies —
Ged says to all men, love one another; war
says, hate and kill one another.® God says,
they that take the sword, shall perish by the
sword ; war says, they that take the sword,
shall be saved by the sword.  GGod says, blessed
is he that trusteth in the Lord; ‘war says,
cursed is such a man, and blessed is he who
trusteth in swords and guns, God says, beat
your swords into ploughshares, - your - spears
into “pruning-hooks, and learn’ war no more :
war says, make swords and spears still, and

continue to learn war,.

LETTER FROM THE LATE JOIN QUINCY
ADAMS TO IIIS SON ON TIIE STUDY OF
TILE SCRIPTURES, :

. St. Prierssunc, Sept., 1811,

My Dear Sox,—In your letter of the 18th
of January, to your mother, you mentioned that
you read to your aunt a chapter in the Bible o¢
a section of Doddridge’s Aunotations every
evening. 'This information gave me real plea-
sure; lor so great is my veneration for the
Bible, and so strong my belief that, when duly
read and meditated, it is of all books in the
world that which contributes most ‘o make men
good, wise and happy, that the earlier my
children begin to read it, the more steadily they
puisue the practice of reading it throughout
their lives, the more lively and confident will
be my hopes that they will prove useful citi-
zens to their country, respectable members of
society, and a real blessing to thelr parents.—
But I hope you have now “arrived at an age to
anderstand that reading, even in the Bible, is a
thing in itself neithergood nor bad, but that all
the good which can be drawn from it is by the
use and improvement of what you have read,
with the help of yourown reflection.

Young people sometimes boast of how many
books and how much they have read; when
instead of boasting, they ought to be ashame
of having wasted so much time to so little profit,
I advise you, my son, in whatever you read,
and most of all in reading the Bible, to remem.
ber that it is for the purpose of making you
wiser and more virtuous. I have myselt for
many years made it a practice to read through
the Bible once every year, I have always en-
deavored to read it with the same spirit and
temper of mind which T now recommend to
you; this is, with the intention and desire that
it may contribute to my advancement in wis-
dom and virtue,

My desireis indeed very imperfectly suceess-
ful ; for, like you, and like the Apostle Paul, %
find a law in my members, warring against the
law of my inind.”” Buatas I know that it is
iny nature fo be imperfect, so 1 know that it is
my duty to aim at perfection 3 and feeling and
deploring my own frailties, I can only pray
Almighty God for the aid of his Spirit {o
strengthen my good desires, and to subdue my
propensities to evil; for it is from Him that
every good and every perfect gift descends.

My custom is toread four or five chapters
every. morning, immediately after rising from
my bed. . 1t employs abont an hour nfmy time,
and seems 10 me the most suitable manner of
beginning the day. " But asother cares, dulies,
and occupations engage the remainder of it, 1
have perhaps never a sufficient portion of my
time in meditation upon what I read. Even
meditation itself is often fruitless, unless it has
some special object in view ; useful thoughts
often arise in the mind, and pass away without
being remembered or applied to any good pur-
poses—like the seed scattered upon the surface
of the ground, which the birds devour, or the
winds blow away, or which rot without taking
rool, however good the soil may be upon which
they are cast. ’

We are all, my dear George, unwilling to
confess our own faults, even to ourselves, and
when our own consciences are too honest to
conceal them from us, ourself love is always
busy, either in attempting to disguise them
lo us wnder false und delusive colors, or in
seeking out excuses and apologies to reconeile
them fo.our minds. Thus, although T am
sensible that I have no- derived from my as-
sidnous perusal of the Bible, ¢and I might
apply the same remark to almost everything
else that T do,) all the benefit that I mig%t and
ought, I am as constantly endeavoring to per-
suade mysell that it is” not my own faalte—
Sometimes [ say to myself, ["do not under-
stand what I have read; I cannot help it; I
did not not make my own understanding:
there are many things in the Bible “ hard to
understand,’ as St. Peter expressly says of
*aul’s Epistles ; some are hard in the Hebrew
and some in the Greek—the original lan~
guages in which the Seriptures were writ-
ten; some are havder still in the translations,
[ have been obliged to lead a wandering life
about the world, and scarcely ever have at
hand the books which might help me to sur~
mount those difficulties.

Conscience sometimes puts the question—
Whether my not understanding many pas-
sages is not owing to my want of attention in -
reading them.  T'must admit that it is; a full
proof of which is, that every time I read the
book through T understand some passages
which I never understood before, and which
I'should have done, at & former reading, had .
it been effected with a suflicient degree of
attention. Then in answer to myself, I say—
[Lis trae; but I cannot always command my
own altention, and nover can to the degree
that [ wish, My mind is oft-times so full of
other things, absorbed in bodily pain, or en-
grossed in passion, or distracted by pleasure,
or-exhausted by dissipation, that I cannot .-
give to proper daily employment the attention
which I'gladly would, and which is absolutely..
necessary to make it ¢ fruitfu{ of good warks.’?

This acgnowledgement of my weakness is
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just; but for how muchof it I am still ac-
countable to God, I hardly dare to acknow-
ledge to myself., Is it bodily pain? Ifow
often was that bronght upon me by my own
imprudence or folly ! Was it passion ? Hea-
ven has given lo every human being the pow-
erof controlling his passions, and if he ne-
glects or loses it, the fault is his own, and he
must be answerable for it.  Was it pleasure?
Why did T mdulge it? Was it dissipation
This is the most inexcusable of all; for it
must have been occasioned by my own
thought]essness or irresolution. It is of no

se to discover our own faults and infirmities,
\nless the discovery prompts to amemdment.
I have thought if, in addition to the hour
which I daily give tothe reading of the Bible,
I should also from time totime (and especial-
ly on the Sabbatls), apply another hour to
communicate to you the reflections that arise
in my mind upon its perusal, it might not on-
ly tend to fix and promote my own attention
1o the exeellent instruetions of that sacred
book, but perhaps also assist your advance-
ment in its knowledge and wisdom.

At your age it is probable that you have
still greater difficulties to understand all that
you read in the Bible than I haveat mine;
and if you have so much sell-obseivation as
your letters indicate, you will be sensible of
as mueh want of attention, both voluntary
and involuntary, as I here acknowledge iu
in myself. 1 intend, therefore, for the pur-
pose of contributing to your improvement and
my own, to write you several letters, in due
time to follow this, in which I shall endeavor
to show you how you may derive the most
advantage to yourself, trom the perusal of the
Seriptures. .

It is probable, when you receive these_ let-
ters, you will not, at first reading, entirely
understand them j if that should be the case,
ask your erand-parchts, or your uncle or aunt,
to explain them ; if you still find them too
hard, put them on file, and lay them by for
two or threc years, after which read them
again, and you will ﬁnd_ them easy enough.
It is essential, my son, in orderthat you may
go through life with comfort to yourself and
usefulness to your fellow creatures, that you
should form and adopt certain rules or prin-
ciples for the government of your own con-
duet and temper.  Unless you have such
rules and principles, there will be numberless
occasions occurring in which you will have
no gnide for your govermmnent but your pas-
sions. :

In your infancy and youth you have been,

and will be, for some years, under the autho-
rity and coutrol of your friends and instrue—
tors; but you must soon come to the age when
you mmust govern yoursell. You have already
come to that age in many respects; you
know the difference between right and wrong,
and you know some of your duties, and the
obligations you are underto become acquaint-
ed with them all. Itis in the Bible you must
leam them, and from the Bible how to prac—
tice them. Those duties are to God, to your
follow creatures and to yourself. ¢ Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and
with all thy strength, and thy neighbour as
thyself.” = On these two commandmerts,
Jesus Christ expressly says, “hang all the
Jaw and the prophetsy” that is to say, the
whole purpose of Divine revelation is 1o in—
culcate them efficaciously upen the mindsof
men.

You will perceive that I have spoken of
duties to yourself, distinet from those to God
and to your fellow creatures ; while Jesus
Christ speaks only of two commandments.
The reason is, because Christ and the com-
mandments repeated by him, consider self-
love as so implanted in the heait of every
man by the law of his nature, that it requires
no commandment to establish its influence
over the heart; and so great .do they kuow
its power to be, that they demand no other
measure for the love of our neighbour, than
that which they know we shall have for our—
selves. But from the love of God, and the
love of our neighbour result duties to our—
selves as well as to them, and they are all to
be learned in equal perfection by our search-
ingihe Scriptures. Let us, then, scarch the
Seriptures ; and in order to pursuie our inqui-
ries with mnethodical order, let us consider
the various sources of information that we may
draw from in this study.

The Bible contains the revelation of the will
of God. It contains the history of the creation
of the world, and of mankindj and afterward
the history of one peculiar nation, certainly
the most extraordinary uation that has ever
appeared upon the earth. It contains a sys—
tem of religion, and of morality, which we
may examine upon its own meris, indepen-
dent of the sanction it receives from bemng
the Word of God ; and it contains a numerous
collection of books, written at diffevent ages
of the world, by difforent authors, which we
may survey as curious monutnents of anti-
quity and as literary compositions. In what
light soever we regard it, whether with refer-
ence to a revelation, to literature, to history,
or to morality—it is an invaluable and inex-
haustible mine of knowledge and virtue,

1 shall number separately those letters that
I mean to write you upon the subject of the
Bible, and as afler they are finished, T shall
perhaps ask you fo read them all tozether, or
to look over them aganin myself; and you must
keep them on separate file. [ wish that
hereafter they may be used to your brothers
and sisters as well asto you. “As you will
receive them as a token of affeetion for you
during my abseuce, I pray that they may be
worthy to be read by them all with benefit to
themselves, if it please God that they should
be able to understand them.

From your affectionate father

JOIIN QUINCY ADADMS.
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MONTREAL, MARCH, 1848.

TIIE DOCTRINE OF TUE PLURALITY OF
PERSONS.

Many excellent people suppose that the
doctrine of a plurality of persons in the divine
nature can be legitimately drawn from cer-
tain expressions which oceur in the book of
Genesis. Itis contended that itmust be inferred
from the use of certain plural nouns us names
of Deity. It is urged that as those nouns
are constructed with other parts of speech,
sometimes of the plural number, and some-
times of the singular number, that, there fore
we are to conelude there isa plurality of per-
sons in the Divine unity. Thas in the first
verse of Genesis it is written: “In the be-
ginning God [Elohim—Ilit. Gods] created
[sing. num.] the heavenand the earth.”” But
the first answer we make to this is, that if
the literal reading in such eases be insisted
on, it would prove a plurality of Gods; and
this is admitted on all hands to be contrary
to the whole scope and teaching of the serip-
tures. And we answer farther, that there is
1o plural meaning necessarily involved inthe
plural form of expression now referred to. It
is simply what Hebrew grammarians style
the plural of majesty or excellence. = Professor
Stuart in his Hebrew grammar says :—"¢ For
the sake of emphasis the Hebrews commonly
employed most of the words which signify
Lord, God, &c, in the plural form, but with
the sense of the simgular.??  Another reply we
give to this argument to show its unsoundness
is, that the same form of expression isapplied
not only to certain distinguished men, but to
fa'se divinities: it is applied to Moses (Ex.
vii—1), to Samuel (1 Sawml. xxviii—I13, 14),
to Dagon, an idol (Judges xvi—23, 24, and 1
Saml. v—T7). These three considerations are
surely sufficient to satisfy us of the futility of
such an argument fora plurality inthe divine
uature. But we can cite good Trinitarian
authority against it. John Calvin himself
has pronounced the sentence of insufficiency
against this first stone which is produced to
construct the fabric of Trinitarianism.—
«©ouses,’® he says, ‘ uses Elohim, a word of
the plural number; from which it is usual'to
infer that there are three persons iu the Gad-
head. Butthis proof of so important a doc-
trine appears to me by no means solid ; and
therefore I will not insist upon the word, but
rather warn my readers against such violent
inferpretations.

It is farther urged that from the use of plu-
ral pronouns, in reference to the Deily, in
three cr four instances, we are to infer a plu~
rality of persons in the divine nature. Thus
God is represented (Gen. i—26) as saying :—
“ Let us make man, &e.’>  But shall we infer
a doctrine from these three or four passages
which wounld contradict or obscure the simple
teaching of ten thousand other passages in the
seriptures where the Deity is represented, and
referred to, by pronouns of the singular num-
ber? Can we not see in such language just
a majestic mode of expression such as was
usual with the monarehs of the ancient times,
and customary amongst them still?  Artax-
erxes, King of Persia, is described in serip-
ture (Ezra iv—18) as adopting similar lan-
guage: ¢ The letter which ye sent unto us
hath been plainly read before me.” And
whiat is more common with sovereigns of the,

commands in this mode: “ Itis our royal will
and plensure, &e.;” yet no one would ever
think of inferring a plurality of persons in the
Monareh who speaks thus.  The proper way
of fegarding such expressions is to look upon
them as of an antlwopomorphic character,
giving the conception of the historian’s mind
with regard to the divine proceeding, rather
than a literal statement of that proceeding.
To suppose the Deity really speaking in-
volves the idea of organs of speech, which we
know that God, who is a spirit, doth not pos—
Such modes of representation are
adopted in accommodation to our faculties,
and are necessary to convey any distinet idea
to onr minds. Mouses wrote the passage before
us, yet Moses always maintained the absolute
unity of God,which circumstance is full proof
that no plurality of persons was ever hinted
at by it. Neither the Jews of old, nor the
Jews of modern times, ever interpreted such
ex; ressions in any way inconsistent with the
doctrine of God’s striet unity. Surely their
testimony in such a case is notto be over-
looked. Here again, however, we shall cite
the anthority of alearned Trinitarian insetling
this portion of Trinitarian proof aside. Con-
cerning the text: “And God said, let us muke
man, &e.,”’ Dr. Geddes remarks: ¢Of the
Jewish writers some are of opinion that God
here addresses himself to his surrounding
angels, as a King to his Couneil of Siate. .

8885,

Others, with whom agree some of
our best modern critical commentators, find
in the phrase “ Let us make®® 1o more than an
emphatic and majesl’c mode of expression.” .
As u eritic, T will not only say that
the word noshe does not necessarily imply a
plurality, and T believe that it is found even
in the Hebrew writings applied to a single
mortal, namely, 1 Song of Solomon i—11.—
“awe will make for thee a collar of gold,”’—
where, I am persnaded, that “we® means
only Solomon himself. . . . . Norisit
peculiar to the Hebrew : it is quite familiar
to the Arabs. The Mussalmaus are cerlainly
no Trinitarians, yet nothing is more common
in the Koran than God’s speuiting in the plu-
ral number. . . . . .. - lam, thercfore,
strongly inclined to thiuk that the noshe of
Genesis implies no plurality of persons.

TRUTIH AGAINST THE WORLD,

A PARABLE OF PAUL,

[From the Dial for October, 1340 ]

One day Abdiel found Daul at Tarsus, after
his Damascus journey, sitting meek and
thoughtful at the door of his house ; his favorite
books, and the instruments of his craft, lying
neglected bheside him. = ¢ Strange tidines I
hear of you,” said thesleek Rabbi. ¢ You also
have become a follower of the Nazarene!
What course shall you pursue after your pre-
cious conversion 22 “ ] shall go and preach
the Gospel to all nations,” said the new con-
vert gently. ¢ [shall set off to morrow.

The Rabbi, who felt a sourinterest in. Paul,
looked at him with affected incredulity and
asked, * Do you know the sacrilice you malke ?
You must leave father and friends ; the society
of the Great and the Wise. You will fare hard
and encounter peril. You will be impoverished ;
called hard names ; persecuted ; scourged ; per~
haps put to death.” < None of these things
move me,”* said Paul, ¢ I have counted the
cost. I value not life the half so much as keep-
ing God’s Law, and preclaiming the lruth,
though all men forbid. I shall walk by God’s
light, and fear not. I am no longer a slave to
the old Law of sin and death, but a frec man
of God, made free by the Law of the Spirit of
Life in Christ Jesus » ¢ Here,*? rejoined the
Rabbi, ¢ you have ease, and fame; in your
new work you must meet toil, infamy, and
death.” % The voice of God says Go,” ex-
claimed the Apostle, with firmness, ¢ T am
ready to spend and be spent in the cause of
Truth,”

¢t Die then,” roared the Rabbi, «likea Na-
zarene fool, and unbelieving Atheist, as thou
art. He that lusts after new things, preferring
his silly convictions, and that whim of a con-
science, to solid ease, and the advice of his
friends, deserves the cross. [ie in 'thy folly.
Henceforth I disclaim thee. Call me kinsman
no more 12

Years passed over; the word of God grew
and prevailed. Oneday it was whispered at
Tarsus, and ran swiftly from mouth to mouth,
in the market place, ¢ I’au’, the apostale, lies
in chains at Rome, daily expecting the Lions.
His next trouble will be hislast.*>” And Abdiel

present day than to issue their individual

said to his sacerdotal crones in thesynagogue,

¢ 1 knew it would come to this. How much
better to have kept to his trade, and the old
ways of his fathers and the prophets, not heed-
ing that whim of a conscience. . He might
have lived vespectably to an easy old age at
Tarsus, the father of sons and dauzhters. Men
might have called him Rassr in the streets.”
Thus went it at Tarsus. But meantime, in
his dungeon at Rome, Paul sat comforted. The
Lord stood by him in a vision and said, ¢ Fear
not, Paul, Thou hast fought the good fight.
Lo I am with thee to the end of the world.”
The tranquil eld man replied, ¢ I know whom
[ have served, and am thoronghly persuaded
that God will keep what I have committed to
him. I have not the spirit of fear, but of love

and a sound mind, I shall fiuish my course
with joy, for I see the Crown of Righteous-
ness laid up for me, and now my salvation is
more perfect, and my hope is higher than when
first 1 believed.”

"T'hen in his heart spoke that voice, which
had spoken before on the mount of Transfizura-~
tion ; < Thou also art my beloved Son. In'thee
amn I well pleased.*>—Theodore Parker.

Sinee the introduction of our religion, hu-
mau nature has made great progress, and so-
ciety experienced great changes 5 and in this
advaneced condition of the world, Christianity,
instead of lusing its application and import-
ance, is fonnd to be more and more congenial
and adapred to man’s nature and wants. Ven
have ontzrown the other institutions of that
period when Christianity appesred ; its phi-
losophy, its modes of warfure, its pohey, its
public aud private econowy ; but Christiauity
has + ever shrunk as iutelleet has opened, bat
lias always kept in advauce of men’s facul-
ties, and unfolded nobler views in proportion
us they have ascended. The highest powers
ard affections which our natare has develop-
ed, find more than adequate objects in this
religion.  Christianity is indeed pecubarly
fitted to the more improved stages of society,
to the more delicate sen ibilities of refined
minds, and especially to that dissatisfuction
with the present state, wkich always grows
with the growth of our moral powers and af-
fections  As men advance in civilization
they become susceptible of mental sufferings,
to which rader ages are strangers; and th:sé
Christianity is fitted to assvage. Imagination
and intellect become more restless ; and
Christiauity brings them tranquility, by the
eternal and magnificent truths, the solemn
f‘f"g unbounded prospects, which it unfolds.
This fitness of our religion 10: more advanced
stages of society than that 'in which it ‘was
introduced, 10 -wants of  human natiure net
then developed, seems to me very striking.
The religion bears the marks of huving come.
from a being who perfectly understood the
human mind, and had power to provide for
its progress.  This feature of Christianity is
of the nature of prophecy. It was an aniici-
pation of future and distant ages ; and when
we cousider amoug whom ourreligion sprung
where, but in God, can we find an expluua:
tion of this peculiarity 2—Dr. Channing.
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THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

I noted down these passages, and read on,—
The rest of the book still recognized, in the
plainest and most explicit manner, all those cer-
tain truths of which I have spoken. The whole
tenor of the New Testament cerlainly proved
them. Now what was to be done with those
texts which seemed to contradiet them? 1
reasoned with myself thus: if, in reading any
other book, I should come fo hints and state-
ments which seemed to contradiet the plain as-
sertions, and to differ from the general scope
and tenor of the work, I should endeavor to
give to those hints and statements an interpre-
tation and a meaning which would harmonize
with what was plainly laid down. Todo this,
it would not be correct nor natural forme to
assume incredible propositions.  This would be
no way to harmonize discordant ideas, nor to
reconciie contradictions.

But this strange and unnatural plan, it ap-
peared to me, had been pursned with the Bible.
That holy book had been treated as we should
not think it right to treat any otier. T'he doc-
trine that Christ possessed two natures, a finite
and an infinite one, had been assumed to ac-~
count for those passages where he seemed to be
spoken of as God. I say this dactrine had been
ussumed, for it is nowhere pluinly laid down.—
This course I could not justify, and what next
was to be done ?

Was it not possible that those perplexing pas~
sages might be interpreted in some other way ?
It they proved what they were said to prove,
namely, that Christ was Ged, they proved that
there were, at the same time, one only God,
and two Gods; and that the same being had
both a finite and an infinite nature, These
things were contradictions, and could not be
proved in any way; nor did I sze anything
about the mystery of the Trinity. These pas-
sages, then, must have some other meaning.—
I now read the various interpretations of learned
men, both T'rinitarians and Unitarians, and was
soon satisfied that they did not assert the deity
of Christ, but that a fair interpretation could be
given to all of them, which wonld peifectly
harmonize with those plainly revealed truths,
of which I have spoken, and which were lik --
wise tanght by the whole tenor of the New
Testament. These passages, then, did not
teach the deity of Christ. Christ was not God
—the Bible was consistent with itself—and the
doctrine of the Trinity existed no longer in my
mind as an article of faith.

Yousay ‘¢ you should be lostif your own
Teason were to be your guide.”> Your expres-
sion is rather indefinite, and it depends upon
what your exuct meaning is, whether or not 1
can agree with yon. .If you mean that.it
would be dangerous—aye, fatal—to depend on
reason alone, 1-fully and ‘heartily. acquiesce in
your declaration,” Butif you mean that reason
is to be laid entircly aside, 1 cannot at all agree
with you. Without reason, of what possible
use would a revelation be? Place the Dible
in the hands of an idiot, who never enjoyed the
gift of reason—or of a madman, whose reason
had been dethroned—and what a mockery you
make of their sad misfortunes? You cannot
Love is much too pure and holy, then mean 'that we are lo make 70 use of rea-

Friendship is too sacred far son. But if you believe that with the revela-
For 2 moment’s reckless fally tion from our ileavenly Fatherin our hands,

we ave to use our uimost efto.ts {o ascertair

Thus to deso]ate' and sar. what it is that God has spoken, why, then, as I
Angry words are lightly spoken, said before, in this matler we entirely agree. T

Bitterest thoughts are rashly stirred; am as much opposed as you can he to exalting
Brighest links oflife are broken reason abore revelation—to deciding what
" By a single angry word. ought and what ought not to be in the Bible;
but we must certainly use our highest faculties
and our best efforts to ascertain what is there.
And if the Scriptures anywhere seem to teach

1Destry.

KIND WORDS.

What a world of deep sweetness
There is in the tone
‘That comes to us kindly
‘When weary and lone;
Enwreathed with the lanrel,
What rest could we find,
If love never cheered us
‘With words that are kind?

‘The floating of music,
When moraing is bright,
May fall on the spirit
~ Like dropppings of light.
Tor O, they are pleasant—
The hymns of the birds;
But never, no never,
So sweet as kind words.

I’ve sat in the shadow
Of twilight’s short wing,
And dreamed about angels
And songs that they sing.
They 're lonely—such visions
By fancy combined,
But O, how much sweeter
Are words that are kind.

O thou, who art favored
With fortune and friends,
In whase cup of gladness
No bitter drop blends;
‘Wherever the tempter
Is spreading his snare,
Remember, I charge thee,
Thy brother is there;
And although all degraded,
And sinful and blind,
Thou yet may’st redeem him
With words that are kind.

ANGRY WORDS.

Angry words are lightly spoken
In a rash and thoughtless hour,

Brightest links of life are broken
By their deep insidious power;

Hearts inspired by warmest feeling,
Ne'er before by anger stirred,

Oft are rent past human healing,
By nsingle angry word.

Poison-drops of care and sorrow,
Bitter puison-drops are they,
Weaving for the coming morrow
Saddest memories of to-day.
Angry words, O let them never
From the tongue unbridled slip;
May the heart’s best impulse ever
Check them ere they soil the lip.

METIOD OF INVESTIGATION.

{From Mrs. Dana’s Letters.]

My Dear Siry—You say I would never
have arrived at my present conclusions by read-
ing the Bible alone, and insinuate that I have
received my ideas from Unitarian books. You
forget my assertion, in a letter to my father,
that. my mind was satisfied upon the subject
before I had read a single Unitarian author,
excepting, of course, the writers of the New
Testament. -As this matter is evidently mis-
understood,I will give a particular account of'it,

I started then in’ my investigation, with one
idea firmly fixed in my mind—this idea was
the unity of - God, which doctrine is cerlainly
revealed -in the Qld Testament. This, then, T
considered a cerlain lruth, and now my object
in examining the New Testament was to learn
whether a Trinily was there taught, I soon
discovered another certain truth, namely, that
Christ was a distinct being from God, and
another, namely, that he was called the Son of
God; and yet,another, namely, that he was a
human. being. Here, then, were several cer-

tain truths, plainly reveuled.

But. I soon artived at some assages which
seemed fo assert, inferentially, that Christ was
God. Here, then, was something at variance
with.those certain truths contained.in the same
revelation. . Here was a:truth, apparently re-
vealed, which contradicted the certain truth of
the unity of God, and those three other certain
truths, hamely, that Christ was a distinct being
from:God,,and that he was the Son of God, and
that :he’ was a‘human being. ~These truths
were contradicted ; but stifl Isaw nothing about
the Trinity; . . ¢ 2 ‘

doctrines contrary to those which they have
elsewhere plainly taught, we are bound, if pos-
sible, to give those seemingly discordant pas-
sages a different construction : and if, as may
be the case, we cannot find out what they
mean, we must imitate the great John Locke,
and humbly say so; and we must patiently
wait until we enter upon a more perfect state
of existence, when all will be explained to us
—when all that is dark will be brought 1o light
—-when faith will be exchanged for sight.

The Rev. John Wesley, in his controversy
with Toplady concerning Election, said, that
he would not believe any doctrine which
charged God with unrighteousness. No words
ror texts of Seripture, he said, would compel
him to do it. So Isay in regard to the Trinity.
No words nor texts of Scripture will compel
me to believe that the Bible contradiets iself,
We must keep reason in its right place, but we
must not undervalué it. It is dangerous lo
use it rashly, but it is quite as dangerous not
to use it at all. There is danger in everything.
The very fact that we possess reason places us
in responsible circumstances ; and responsibility
implies danger.. Qur reason is the highest gift
of God ; let us see to it thalt we negleet not
“ the gift that is in us.>> If we make no use
of our reason, would not our Heavenly Father
justly” charge us with the guilt of hiding our
talent in the earth? Isit not clear, that as
cach man,in his individual capacity, is res-
pousible to God, so each individual must sift
and determine this matter for himself? At
the same time, I heartily respond to the excla-
mation, “Let him that thinketh he standeth,

take heed lest he falf 122

it» My dear Sirysodo L.

scope and tenor.

arrive al Unitarianism.

not to fiee from wrath,”?
not persuade men to a fulse peace.
an eusy, indolent religion.
from it.
on the Law of Retributivn, and see whether

cver think of pronouucing them light. .

lax morality and a worldly spirit!

opposer,’? #

scheme, it that scheme be true.  To depend
for salvation entirely upon the mnerits of anather,

fortable thing.
stances, what moral progress can a wman be
expected to make? 1 joyfully acknowlodge

ces in moral growth and vigor; but T believe
they do it in the very teeth of their creed, they
do it because both Scripture and common sense
teach them that % as a man sows, so shall he
also reap.”?  On the other hamd, the Unitarian
doctrine that men are to be rewarded hereafter
according to their works, while it is a doctrine
of reason and of revelation, is, from its very
nature, a prodigious incentive lo constant
watchfulness and warfare. All the expres-
sions of the Apostle Paul, in regard to the
Christian’s life of conflict and danger, Unita-
rians {ully understand, appreciate, feel. They
well know what he means when he speaks of
¢ striving for the mastery.””. They can enter
into his feelings of joyful exultation when he
was able to say, -« 1. have:fought the good
fight.?>" They beheve-the Apostle James was
cortect when he said, that # by works a man
is justified, and ‘not by -faith only.”’ They
attend to the injunction of the Apostle Peter,
“ Be diligent that ye may be found of him in
peace, without spot, and blameless.”” At the
same time, they believe that their salvation is
all of grace, or fuvor; that it is oblained
through the apomiding merey of God, in Christ ;
who has graciously promised to forgive the
sing, and to overlook the shortcomings of those
who earnestly tepent and endeavor to reform,
They believe that the lives which they live in
the flesh, they must live by the faith of the
Son of God, who loved them and gave himselft
for them. T'hey endeavor to follow lim—he is
their example-——and thus it is they live by faith
in him—a faith which will inspire them with
zeal and with strength to follow him ¢ fully.»
It seems strange to me, that any one can
believe that the requisitions of the Unitarian
faith are easy; that only those whe wish to
lead careless lives choose that religion. I

gospel morality is higher, my views are more
altogether more ardent than they were before
my change of views.

a vast amount of sorrow and regret.

nocent,

wain, you observe, « When I draw instruc- | and certain way tolive a truly Christian _l_lfe_,_‘
tioﬁ?‘rz:):n’ t)h(:auBible I tike to take the twhole of | is losee faithfully to it that my ;m,,; Is ggh't. =
X And thisis a great | with God. : : N

Unitarian principle. They take the whole Bible,
and judge of detached passages by its general
In this position, I am glad
{o be able to inform, you will find yourself sus-
tamned by the whole body of Unitarians. And
it is by adhering strictly to this great, this radi-
cal principle of all just interpretation, that they

You are certainly laboring under a mistake
when you assert that Unitarianism ¢ would
persuade men to be at peace with themselves,
Unitarianism does
It is not
No, no, very far
Let any one read Dewey’s Sermons

Unitarianism points out an casy road to heaven,
“«This is a system,” says Dr. Gannett, « which
requires of its disciple the greatest measure of
goodness that he can render, which prohibils
cvery indulgence contrary to the striclest
virtue, and irrposes continual effortand conflict.
Who that comprehends its requisitions would

Unitarianism as we receive it, the patron of a
3 Verily, it
requires a confidence by uo means enviable fo
make such au assertion in -the face of every-
thing that has been said by advocate and by

But, the fact iz, I know of no easier mode of
arriving at heaven, than by the Calvinistic

who has become our substitute, is a very com-
But then, under these zircum-

that those who hold this faith do make advan-

CONVERSION 10 UNITARIANISM, - -
{ From the New York Christian Inquirer.)

Tt may be interesting to your readers to read
some of the exercises and trialsof mind of one
who more than thirty yeuars since, was con~
verted from Calvinism’ of the straitest sect,
to embrace the prineiples of Unitarianism,
and unite with “a seet which was then every
where spoken against.> If others can say .
with Paul, “I was free born,® it was not so ‘
with the writer ; forhe purchased his freedom.
from what is falsely called orthodoxy, * with
a great price.”

1t may not be irrelevant to say that my
parents were both Catholics, my father being
educated for o priest in that church, but
changed his intention as a matter of course
‘n being married. Al my early instruction
was in favor of the Catholie fajth, but losing
wmy patents while young, and being brought
in'close conuection with the orthodox Baptists,
[ adopted their views, and became a zealous
member of that sect, and advocated with great
zeal their peculiar sentiments.  Being a great -
adnirer of Dr. Gill, Dr. Andrew Fuller, aud
Booth, T read their works with great diligence
and embraced their views of doctrines with
much avidity. Gill’s Body of Divinity and
Commentaries were my constant companions ;
Fuller’s ¢Gospel its own Witness,” &e. &e.,
and Booth’s ¢ Reign of Grace’ [ considered
unauswerable 3 and hence I became a Cal-
vinist of the straitest sect, believing in here-
ditary total depravily, particular election and
atonement, and that the call of the Gaospel
was ouly to the elect for whom Christ died,
and that the rest of mankind were from eter-
nity doomed to eternal misery. . All the con-
comitants of this creed—as the eternal son-
ship of Christ, the covenant of grace between
the Father and Son, and the suretyship of
Christ as the Federal head of the Church,
were [irmly believed by me. I need not add
that being well indoctrinated in the Athana-
sian views of the Trinity, the vicarious sacri-
fice of Cluist, and the five points of Calvin-
ism, and being able also to quote every pas-
sage both in the Old and New Testaments
which had any bearing upon these doctrines,
I felt myself able to cope with Unitarians and
Arminians of every grade.  Satisfied that my
sentiments were in accordance with the L
Seriptures, and that all who differed from me ‘
were wrong, I most zealously devoted all my - -
energies to propogate them. . I remained un-"'":
disturbed in my. ereed, until .the controversy. . i
between Drs. Channing and Woreester, which™
excited so much interest in New England. - 'I
took sides with.Dr. Worcester and his friends
against Dr. Channing and his friends, whom
1 fooked upon with the utmost horror as being
“ the enewmies both of the eross and erown of
Chirist,”” and that Unitarianism was only inf1
delity baptized with the name of Christian,
The letter of Dr. Worcester I deemed unan-
swerable, and was more than ever confirmed
in the truth of my sentiments.
About this time, however, some of my
particular friends avowed themselves anti-
Triuitarians, rejecting all human creeds, and
11taking the Bible as the only guide of faith and
practice. This circumstance greatly alarmed -
me ; and after having attempted to convinee
one of .thewm of his errors without effect, he
requested me as a favour to read “Yates® AR
Yiundication of Unitarianism.?? I relunctantly

clevated, my aspirations after moral excellence

l carnestly wish that i ) o1rLi i

my standard of dufy had been all my life what (t‘);n:;isa"?r&}) 1:;'1.:31”1 lggfﬁﬁnféstg ar(tilyitfnend, 1
it is now; it would undoubtediy have sav{:ttltr?c I hiad f;uisiled)tile reuding of it, I was aston-
£ e | - K . = 2, .

. . - . ished, but not convinced ; sstonished that so
sa}rr}e[tl}ne [fxalnkl__y ‘i()llfeS:’ t}mt "m"ly. t}\m}gs mucl! could be found i the Scriptures in .
wiiteh once Ceemed Wiong . how think in- favor of Unitarian sentiments, aud that even
more justly between essenliuls and mon-gs- those passages which I had relied on as prov-
senligls ; and 1 am more than ever persuaded porly interpreied, proved the reverse. - Like
that, _m’t.eaj of binding myself by certain other Teinitariuns, I maintained, that although
outward rules and regulations, the only safe the Old Testament did not reveal a 'l‘l'inizt,;y"

T'have learned, I hope, to discriminate

h : d, adding wever, the ing
semiy e o yor, T 1 by how | S, g, bovevor lha roing
at many things which I formerly deemed mat- y sy . :
ters of trivial importance. My standard of

of the truth of Unitarianism.
that when I took Yates® work into my hands
to read, I felt as if I were commitling a saeri-
logious act; 1o read such a book appeared to

After

ing the supreme Deity of Jesus, when pro-<

of His Own Time,’* vol. 1., pp. 8, 5, Lond. 1848
Dur. Apans says, “with regard to their mora
code, the principles ol the Unimriang de no

be actutted by an earnest desire to

practical religion. Love is, wath them, the fulfil

Displayed ; apud Field's Letéers, p. 25,

ling of the law; and the habitual practice of
virtue, from a principle of love to God, and benevo-
lence (o man, 15, in their judgment, the sum and s s

substance of Cllrislinginy‘.:"-—« R'cligimw Woria | 50me furthor particulars of the conversion of

# [y regard to the high tone ofmorality smong | but a plurdlity, yetthe NewTestament distinet-
Unitanans, Bishop Barnet says, “ [ must slso do .
thus right to the Unitarians as 1o own, that their | Godhead ; that a)l those pussages in the Old -
rules i morulity are exact and severe ; that they | Testament where the Aleim says, Let us make

are generally mea ofprobity, jnstice, and charity, | man, &e., proved the plurdlily of ithe Godhead;
and seetn to be very mueh in earnest in pressing

the obligations to very high degrees in virtue.”
3 ot e o o)t - D,

—Brsuor Burser; apud  Field’s fetters, p. 26.--

See ulso life of Burnet, prefixed to the # History

ly stated thatthere were three personsin'the

- | doctrine of the Trinity were true, I must re~
sort to the New Testament for the proof. -

" Ax Oup Unrranran,

i I recollect well
although it is more than thirly years ago, *

but Yates, at oné stroke, knocked away: -
this chiel corner stone of the Trinity, by -
showing that by a rule of ¥ebrew syntax, -
“ Nouns signifying majesty- and dominion, "
11 havinga plural termination, -are . frequently

In a future communication- I will relate:

-3l

t | jvined to a'verb in the singalar number.” Fur- .
seem to admit of their Ioosening, in the least, the | ther examination of this argument in favour:
Londs of duty ; on the contrary, they appear to | of the plurality of the' Godhead, satisfied me -
promote { that it was wholly unsoetund, and " that if the. -




