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PROCEEDINGS RELATIVE TO
THE SABBTH SINCE OUR
LAST PUBT ICATION.

Tue early part of Suroier is the sea-
¢on generally chosen for the great annual
" meetings of the various ecclesiastiéal bo-
dies both in the old and new world, and
on these occasions some one branch or o-
ther of the Sabbath question usually en-
gages the attention of these bodies. ‘The
great proportion of these meetings bave
‘been bLeld since our last: gnd it bas aft
forded us the highest satisfaction to ob-
serve the growing interest in odr cause,
and the various steps takén with a view
to the furtlierance’of Sabbath ¢bservande
1t is altogether a misapprehension of the
‘nature and design of Sabbath Observance
Yocieties or Sabbath Alliances, to sup-
pose that they, in any Wway, intérfere with
the proceedings of ecclesiastical bodies in
‘their own peculiar spheres. So‘much is
this from being the case, they are design-
«d and admirsbly fitted to form valuable
uuxiliarics, Collécting into one united
phalanx the various sections of the visi-
"ble church, aud imparting to them a mor-
al weiglt and inflpence which they could
“not, in their individual capacity, possess.
The great body of evangelical Protes-
tantism is sound respecting the morality
of the Sabbath, and, agreeing on this
~ommon ground, they are in a position to
go forth, unitedly, and o Jift a stronger
testimony aguinst any one spécies of Sab-
bath desecration. From its very nature,
the Sabbatic Institute stands more in
‘need of united co-operation on the part of
“all professing chiristiansthan any other,and
Hhisgdciations for thisend cinnot therefore be

too mvuch incréssed. Let the various
ecclesiastical Conventions or Conferences,
or Assdciations, or Synods, or General
Assemblies, do their part, lifting an une-
quivocal testimony to the moral obligati-
ons of the Sabbath. Let them be all as
one man in great emergencies, whether
the integrily or banctity of the Sabbath
is involved, or when any ¢lamant violati-
on of the fourth commandment is perpe-
trated or {hreatened (o beperpetrated ;~—
and what ~i!1 aol sush's powes, weder
God, accomplish ?

HALF A WEEK-DAY FOR THE WORKING

Crasses.

The principal topic that is at present
engaging the atteption of the friends of 1he
Sabbath, and which has been brought un-
derthe consideraiion of some eliurch courts,
is the securing for the working classes
half a week-day of entire cesgation from
physical toil, for the purpose of enabling
them to enjoy healthful bodily relaxation,
without any encroachment on the Sab-
bath. TLis movement, growing out of
the agitation connected with the Crystal
Palace, has met with a very favourable
reception in all quarters. Those who
weuld fuin turn the Lord’s day into aday
of pleasure and amusement, throwing
open all public places of resort, &e., and
all out of tenderest regard for the worn-
out sons and daughters of toil, cannot,
with any shew of consistency, bring any
objections against this movement, and the
strict sabbatarians who ave in reality, the
poor man's friend, cannot but wish it all
success. If the Sovereign Proprictor of
cur timehasallowcd ussix daysofihe week
for our own employment, and if he has

challenged a special propuiety in the se-
venth, it were surely alike unreasonable
and ungrateful, if the overwrought in bo-
dy or mind required relaxzation, that the
time necessary forsuch a purpose shoald
be taken from the Sabbath, The Sat

bath is, no doubt, intended to be a day ot
entire rest from all physical toil, from all
worldly employments. But this is mere

ly amean leading to a certain end, nanos-
ly, that we may rest in God, in the con-
templation of-bis character, as exhibitea
in his works, and especially in the work
of human redemption. To employ the
physical rest of the Sabbath in the more
healthful relaxation of the body, is to con-
vert the means into an end, and what 13
this but literally to pervert the very ob-
ject and design of the Institute. The
time, then, for bodily relixation, must
be subtracted from the week-days, and
what more befitting than that the aiter-
noon of Saturday bs devoted to thig pur-
pose. Thiy was very generzlly the case
in Scotland duriog its golden age of roh-
gion and moralty, and in several places
stil], the warerooms are closed, the milis
stopped, at an earlier hour on Saturday
than on any other day of the week. The
good ntended by such an arraugement 13
hower .1, in & great weasure, frusirated,
in consequence of the cessation from la~
bour mot being umiversal, many bemg
forced to tox}' on _for the accommedation
of those who -are set at hiberty.  Fuliy to
accomplish the end, there must be an e-
quality amongst ail handicraftsmen : in o-
ther words, all must necus be set at hiber~
ty. Jlus would prove an immensc boon
10 the working population, and, by the
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bleswing of tho Meat High, securs a bet-
ter absarvancs of the Sabbath. et all
true philanthropists perseveras in their of-
forts and the poin. is gained. ‘The rich
wan will lose nothing, the working man’s
condition will be vastly improved, and
God will be more extensively horored.
Savr or ARDENT SPIRITS.
Another matter that has engaged the
attention of the friends of the Sabbath is,
the puiting a stop to the sale of Ardent
Spirits on the Lord’s duy, The discussi-
on on this subject has originated in the
introduction of a Bill into the Imperial
Parliament by Mr. McKenzie, M.P., for
the purpose of doing away with the ob-
noxious clauses in Home Drummond’s ce-
tebrated Bill, which allows the sale of al-
coholie liquors during the hours that are
not appropriated to divine worship., This
Bill has produced the most dizasirous
cousequences in Britain, and the sooner
it is swept away from off the Statute
Book, the better—the better for religion
~—the better for morality—the better for
€conomy. Petitions are being forwarded
in favour of Mr. McKenzie’s Bill, and
wo have little donbt out it will bs car-
ried. The evils connected with the sale
of Ardent Spirits on the Lord’s day are
innumerable. “Is it”, says the godly
McCheyne, ©is it to be tawely borne in
this Iand of light and reformation, that
these pest-hpuses and dens of iniquity,
these men-traps for precious souls, shall
be open on the Sabbath, nay, that taey
shall be erected and kept afloat by this
unholy traffic, many of them declaring
they could not keep up tke shop if it was
pot for the Sabbath-market-day”. It af-
fords us high gratifieation to be .o to
state that Nove Scotia is considerably in
advance of Antigua Scotia in this respect.
‘The Provincial Enactment on the subject
runs in these terms :—<¢ Xo Louse, tavern,
shop, o1 other place whatever, the occupier
whereof holds a shop or a tavern lcense
for scliing lguors, shall ke open lefere
sunrise or Lept open after cleven o'clock at
night, all tnmates not lodgers shall then
depart, and o light shall b kept buining
there qfter that hour. ON SUXDAYS
EVFRY SUCIH PLACE SHALL BE ENTIRLLY
ULOSED, AND NO BUSINESS DONE THERE-
iN”. Thus it is manifest that, in so far
as the clty of Halifax is concerned, to se-
eure the entiro abolition of the sale of Ar-
dent Spirits on the Sabbath, all that is
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required is the thorough enforcement of
the Jaw by the City Authorities, and we
rejoice to be able to state that all vigi-
lancs is employed by them for this pur.
pose. The activity of the City Marshall,
aided by the Constabulary force, meritc
the highest commendation.

CANADA.

The Sabbath Bill, framed by Mr.
Brown with the view of putting an end
{2 alt Sabbath labour on the Canals and
in the Yost Office, has been rejected by
the Legislature. Weo referred to this
matter already, and expressed the hope
that as the majority of the committee
were in favour of the repovt,—strictly a
Sabbath obserzance report,—that it would
be carried in the Legislature. We were,
in fact, astonished, considering the com-
position of the cowmittee, that that com-
mitteo achieved so much, and we trust
that the success attaiced, thus far, will sti-
mulate to unflinching perseverance. Eve-
ry thing is to be gained by a healtkful a-
gitatiot. on the subjzct of Sabbath observ-
unce; and we question whether our
friends in Canada have yet done justice
to this view of the case? Sir Andrew
Agnew, we believe, actually accoraplish-
ed more in promoting the sanctification
of the Lo1d’s day, by his unwearied and
judicious agitation witheut, than ever he
did by any legislative action within the
Houses of Parliament. The very sub-
scribing of Petitions with a view to the
removal of any specific kind of Sabbath
profanation, awakens enquiry, induces,
in many instances, a sifting examination
of the whole nature and design of the In-
stitute. Fhis, again, elevates the tone of
feeling in conneetion with the general
matter of Sabbath eanctification, and
thus the good that will arise from a well-
managed agitation is incaleulable. We
do trust, then, that the friends of the Sab-
bath cause in Canada will buckle on a-
fresh their armour, and march forth with
redoubled sigor to the battle. If they
are steadfast in their allegiance to the
Lord of the Sabbath, an ultimate ttiumph
is theirs, and that, too, of sucha kind as
will sufficiently convince them that He i3
with them.

SABBATH FUNERALS.

In introducing this subject to the no-
tice of some of our readers, we are per-
fectly aware that we are treading on de-

licate ground. Many professing Profes-
tants not only follow the practice of in-
terring the wmortal remains of their de-
consed relatives or friends on the Sab-
bath, but actually prefer that day, select
it as the most suitable for such a solem.
nity. There is no small variety of rea-
sonz for the adoption of such a course.—
In someit may be aothing more than
the gratification of & weak and seltish spi-
rit,  They imagine that it is a tribute of
respect paid to their departed relative
when his funeral is largely attended, and

as the Sabbath is the mast likely day for
securing such an altendance, when tho

people are resting from seenlar avoeati-
ons, they, therefore, prefer it. Others,
again, may have no other motive than a
desire to be conformable to the practice
which prevails around. The Romanists
and a great number of influential indivi-
duals around bury their dead on that day,
and therefore they comply with the ge-
neral usage. Others, again, prefer the
Sabbath for this purpose, because they
imagine it « most befitting employment
for such a day. “It is a very solemniz-
ing service,” soy they, “and if any ex

ternal circamstances can be brought in to
give it effect, it aught to be taken advan

tage of. The Sabbath is just such a cir

cumstance. It is the very day of all the
rest, when the minds of the people are
best attuned for receiving salutary ime
pressions from such a dispensation of
Providence—ths day when the Minister
of the Gospel has it most fully in his
power to improve the fresh lesson of mor-
tality furnished by such an event.” We
have placed this last reason in the strong-
est possible light, because it is the only
one which possesses any weight, the on-
ly one that assumes an air of plausibility.
And in replying to such a reason,or such
a train of reasoning, we would ask, first
of all, whuther there isany where to be
found, cither in the Old or New Testa-
ment writinge, any trace of a connec-
tion between the Sabbuth and the sepul-
ture of the dead, or even nny frace of a
connection between the act of interment
and a religious service. By the law of
DMoses a dead body conveyed a legal pol-
lution to any thing that touched il~—even
to the very house and furniture which
continued seven days. And this wr, the
reason why the priests, on account of their
daily ministrations in holy things, wero




forbidden to assist at any fuaerals bat
these of their neavest relatives, In the
time of Jesus Christ and his Apostles,
whilst all decorum was manifeated in the
sepulture of the dead,—tbe relatives and
friends of the deceared being present at
the funeral obsequies,whilst funeral dirges
were sung by hired mourners, and these
a companied by musical instrumente, —we
no where read of any religivus service
either preseribed or performed on such
an occasion. We refer to this circum-
stance here entirely for the purpcse of
showing that there is rot the shadow of
Scriptural warrant for any religious ser-
sice in the burial of the dead, and far
less for the celebration of {uneral obse-
quies on the Lords day. Do we then
disnpprove of all religious services on
such an occasion? Quite the reverse.—
The death of a fellow-creature is an event
cilealated to teach us many important les-
sons, to show us the evil of sin, to lead
us to serious reflection in regard to our
own mortality, as well astoa diligent
preparation for death, judgment, and e-
ternity. Dut this can only be by the di-
vine blessing accompanying the dispensa-
*ion, and this blessing is secured in an-
swer to prayer. “ So teach us to num-
ber our days that we may apply our
hearts unto wisdom.” ILvery fresh in-
stance of mortality that we see or hear
of should be made a season of carnest,
importunate, and persevering prayet.—
All that we contend for here is, that there
is no &prcific religious service enjoined in
Scripture in connection with the celebra-
tion of funeral obsequies ; and instead of
there being any warrant in the Bible for
the burial of the dead on the Lord’s-day,
there is everything that would lead us to
an apposite conclusion,

Ilaving thus shown that there is no
seriptural warrant for Sabbath funcrals,
we are now in a postion to inquire how
far the practice is defensible on the
ground of expediency. And now, we
say, without the least hesitation, that Sub-
bath-funerals, except in clear and uncqui-
vocal cases of necessity and meicy, are a
direct violation of the fourth command-
ment, That Commmandment strictly en-
Joins: ¢ But the seventh day is the Sab-
bath of the Lord thy God: indt, thou
¢halt not do any work”.  We ask, then,
are not Sabbath funerals in themselves
snd in all sbout them a secular work 7—
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Are not the underlekers on such occasi-
ons required towork 7 Arenot those con-
nected with the hearse, man and beast,
obliged to work? Ave not the grave-dig-
gers and those connected with the Ceme-
tery or Church-yard obliged to work 7—
It i3 out and out in itself a secular work,
and therefore just as much a deseeration
uf the Sabbath as any other work. But
we rise still higher and maintain that
Sablath funerals run counter to the ve-
ry spisit of the Sabbatiz Institute. And
what is that? It islove to God and
lose to man. And do not Sabbath fune-
rals deprive many of thoss very exercis-
es by which this principle is fed and
sirengthened 7 Do they not spoliate our
fellow-creatures of their heaven-gifted
birth-right? True, in a small communi-
ty such as this, comparatively few are
corapelled to engage in secolar work, ev-
en thongh all were interred on Sabbaih.
But the principle is the z2ame whether
tliere be but two or whether there be two
thousand. We hare other strong objec-
tions to Sabbath funerals, but these we
must reserve till another opportunity,—
Are Sabbath fanerals, then, in all cases,
a violation of the fourth commandment ?
No. If a malignant epidemic is raging
in a place, and if the keeping of the dead
corpse over the Sabbaih is calculated, ac-
cording tothe testimony of theMed "cal Ifa-
culty, to spread that disease, then it is
just as much our duty to bury the dead
on the Sabbath as it is to go to the house
of Prajyer, for the purpuse of supplicating
the Lord of the Sabbath that the plague
may be stayed.

EXAMINATION OF MISCELLANE-

OUsS OBJECTIONS AND POPU-
LAR FALLACIES.
BY REV. ANDREW THOMSON, B. A.
{ Continued.)

3. Occasionally, however, the objector
strangely alters lus tone, and from complain-
ing of the harshness of the institute which
sets apart one day in seven entirely to religi-
ous services, declares the appeintreent to he
unnecessary, '<cause a true chrisian will
make a Sabbath of every day “I am an
cvery-day Chbrstian”, you will sometimes
hear 1t said,  why talk of one day in seven
for religion , my idea is that every day of the
seven should bea Sablkath”. It has been just-
Iy noticed, that those who speak thus, are not
always the most religious of persons,and that
if they believe that every day should be a
Sabbath, their notions are very low indecd of
what a Sabbath should be.~But apart from
this, there ave two things which we deem it
suflicient to urge in reply to this ohjection—
First, it utterly misrepresentsour views. Who
ever tavght, who ever thought, that in argu-
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ing that ona day in eaven was to be kept ho-
ly to the Lord, all the other six days might in
thig case be given to a uniform and undisturb-
ed gecularity ?  Canamore thoroth pervar
eion of our meaning be imagined than this—
© Be religious on the first day of the waek,
and you may be az worldly as you like on o-
ther days” 2 No; the true spirt of the Sab-
bath appointment is, not that we should con-
dence the religton of the week into the Sab-
bath, but that we shonld carry forth from the
Sabbath its hallowed mpulses and feehings
inta the other days of the week, to elevate
and sustain us amid its wearisome secularitios
and depressing cares.  Qur souls aro to be
attuned and attempered then, * *he Lord has
given us the Sabbath”, not to reliw o us of our
religion, but g0 to revive our relig »n on that
day, as to impel sts healthy tide sato the re-
motest nook and corner of every-day duty.

And general experiencs  abundantly
proves, that constituted as human nature is,
and circumsranced as e vast majonty of our
race are, and ever must be, some such ap-
pointment as the Sabbath, is indispensible to
the keeping alive of religion in the hearts and
habitations of our people. For the question
is not how a man of retired habits and abun-
dant means could keep Ins godliness in vigor
v.ithout a Sabbatl-day, but, how the erasure
of this day fiom the list of moral appoint.
mens, in other words the degrading of it to
common uses, would affect those whose wak-
ing hours on other days, are _almost wholly
engrossed by traflic or toil. Extinguish the
SaT)balh, and religion has only the little in-
tervals between the hours of labour mn which
to proclaim her lessons and to_asser! her
claims. And if, even with the Sabbath on
her side, which commands all to be silent that
she may be heard, she finds it difficalt to
maintain her supremacy, what would be the
case were her voice only to be raised amid
the thousand discordant sounds of secular
pursuits. You bid her fashion the iron, and
you will not give her time to heat it; you bid
her paint her image, but it is upon moving
canvass. Withone haud y ou propose to draw
water from the cisteru, while, with the other,
you have cut oft the communication of that
cistern with the lake that feedsit. Thatman
may be kept religious, be must give to the
subjects of religion more than the mere
snatches of time or half thoughts; hours v
on hours must be set apart, in which its hal-
lowed associations and holy employmentsshall
have opportunity to exert their full influence.
Deprive him of this, and your every-day Sab~
bat i will soon turn ont to nean no Sabbath
at all.

4. Another attempt is sometimes made to
loosen the sense of obligation n respect to
Sabllath observance, by insinuating that the
evidence is of so dubious a natare, that much
may be said on both sides. It is at the most
a balancing of probabilites. No ono will be
blamed for not discovering a law but dimly
wiitten,—so dimly, that if it is binding at all,
it must be admitted that there are persons ot
undoubted piety in our age, especially on the
Continent, who do not feel or acknowledgze it
to be so.  We bave said enough in previous
portions of this tract, to show that we do not
admit the truth of the statement on which this
apology proceeds. We hold with Jonathan
Iidwards, that “the commaud is so plainly
spoken that tha car tway hear it, and this 3
cnough”. At the same time, v¢ are propat-
od to admit, in reference to this and marny o-
ther duties, that it iz quite a possible thing
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for & mind that is dosivous of evading the o-
videuco regarding ity to succeed in doing so.
It ia a profound observation of Pascal’s, that
many principles ang procepts are presouted
in the word of God, in such a manner as to
opetato as moral testa. Thatis, they are pre-
sented with just so much of dwtnctness that
an individual free from prejudices, and seti
ously intent to discover the mind of God, will
find them there; whils on the othgr hand,
they do not stand forth upon the sacred page,
with such a promigence and amud ssch’a
blaza of demonstration, but that the mind that
dislikes the dqetrine ox the dyty, may evade
ita evidengo. Suppose this to be in some de-
grae the case wth the law of tha Sabbath,
would it excuse the man who did not see it
in tho Bible, or would not his rejection of the
Sahbath ig such circuemstapees, afford a cul-
pable instaneo of that moral perversity which
makes the ayo dim that it will not see, and
the ear hoavy that it will not hear—The re-
foronco to somo of the Protestant Churches
on the Continent, w:ll not serve the purpos-
¢s of the objector. We know how long fami.
liarity with a sinful practice, diminishes the
3cnso of ity sinfulness.  It.s thus that wo ae-
count for the feeble tone of coademnation, in
which some of the American Churches spaak
of tho heaven-defying slave system. Butthe
assertion itself is much too unqualified, for it
is a fact, that just as the slumbermg Church-
es on ths Continent are awakoning to life,
they are acknowledging the necessity of a
Sabbath, and that their most enlizhtened and
pious pastors are at this moment sighing for
its restoration, reminding ono of Nehemiah
gojng forth by moonlight, and marking the
ruined walls of Jerusalem, and the gates
thereof consumed ,wita fire, and .calling to
the peopla to riss up and bumid ke wall.
(o be Continued.)

TREVAILING FORMS OF-SABBATH

DESECRATION EXPOSED.
BY REV PETER M'OWAN.

Wehilst the institation of the Sabbath 15 a
tence to the gencral interests of religion, and
a bulwark thrown up to repress the flonds of
ungodliness, it also ogurates as a moral and
religrons test to the children of men ; discov-
ering eithor their love or their hatred, tbeir
loyalty or thewr rooted enmity to Jehovah,
their Sqvercign Lord,, In proportion as na-
tions, churches, or individuals risc, in the
sealo of religion and morality, they venerate
aud religionsly improve this holy day; andin
the same degree as they decline from the love
of God, and the belief of His truth, they, de-
spizo and profane it. The righteous call it
¢ 3 delight, the holy of the Lord, hongrable” ;
and they honour Him, not doing thewr own
ways, nor finding their own pleasure, nor
speaking their owa words. But,the ungodly
say, * When will the new moon be gone,
that we iy sell corn ¥ and thg Sabbach,
that we may set forth wheau?”

Some boldly deny its moral obligation ; af-
firming that it originated in stato policy or
in priesteraft : or, that it s, at best,2 iray-
ment of the Jewish economy.  Others admit
its avine origin, and concede that its de-
sign is bumane and wise , but, en the plea
ct public utility, miiem health, or the hea-
vy stake they have in the trade and  com-
murce of the country, they pervert it, more
~r b 35, to purposes of secwsar toilor of world-
"\ pleasure T proud profane n, because
v omeranchas on their fancied iadependence;
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the avaricious, because it limits their opportu.
nities ol amwagiing wedlth ; tha lovers of plea-
sure, bucause it 1ntectores with the gratifica-
tion of thorr lusta ; the undevout, becawss of
tho spivituality of 1ts duties and dusign ; aud
the unbelieving, beeauss is aswmyps the Be-
ng of a Yod, the oxwstenvo of Providence, the
rosponsibincy of mau, aud the teuthof reveal-
ed_religion.

Convinced that the profanation of this, bles
sod day i3 ono of the great nauoual sins on
account of which (321 continues te viut
us with judzment, and that its sanctification
is essonbally connected with our natjonal
prosperity, the advancement of tho divine
glory, the salvation of'the world, and the per-
manent revival ofrehigion in, tha churches ot
Christ,~we proceed 1o point oat * 8uME OF
THE PREVALENT FORMS," or mudes, in whuch
the day is desccrated by those for whose pre-
sent and everlasting beneft it was insututed.

1. The Sabbath is desecrated, the «iﬂ?cacy of
its grdwsances is neutralioed, and us benignant
design is frustrated, when men are al no pans
to prepare their hearts, or to set thewr affaws
in order for s due sanolification before ot ar-
rives.-="I'rue religion is nu enemy (o tndusiry-
On tho contrary, the scriptures command it
as a virtue, winle they denounce idieness as
an odious viee The fourih commandient,
in particular, is not more exphicit 1 emyoin-
ing that wo rest on the soventh day, than that
wa “labour and du all our work,” on the pre-
ceding six days. It is the divine will that we
so dispatch and arrange our worldly and do-
mestic attaies during the week, that they may
stand still without detriuent to them, or dis-
traction to us, while wa ** wait oaly upon
God,” in his house, or in our closets, on his
own day. The history of each well-instru-t-
ed religioustamily and fiem in the land,proves,
that such a plan.of preparauon 13 both prac-
ticable and profitable.

« REMEMBER the Subbath-dvy to keep it
holy."—That 16, look bafore you to the con-
clusion of the week ; anticipate the Sabbath,
and do not allow yourselves to be so immers-
ed wn worldly pursutz, that it thall come up-
on you unawares. Havo respect toit through
tho whole of your week-day duties; and give
no, pledge, neither enter intoany engagement,
which will entangle your consciences, or lay
you under tewptation to neglectits ordivane-
3, or to seculanize its hours. ‘The ancient
Jews so venerated thiz solemn injunetion, that
they devoted the day preceding their Sabbath
to preparatory duties, and honce it was call-
ed * the day of preparation”.

Had ghose professing christians who are
sharebolders in Sabbath-breakmg railways,
or partners in other companies which dese-
crate thns day, remembered this injunction,
they would have demanded a legal pledge,
that no dunday trading wonld be allowed, be-
fore thoy bought a share, subseribed 3 pound,
or, signed a document.  But they forgot, it
they did not utterly disregard, the word of
the Lord ; and many of them are now suffur-
ing the penalty of their unfaithfulness, Had
some professing parents remembered it be-
fure they apprenticed their children to Sab-
Lath-breaking tradesmen, they wonld not new
have had to deplore the undutifulness of those
who ought to have been the joy of their hearts
and the glovy of their declining years. And
bad some ccmmercial travellers so remember-
ed i, a3 to have stipulated with their employ -
ers, that they shoald nelther transact business
at home, nor travel abroad, on this holy day,

they would a0t have heon 0o Jost to Ged,and
to honour, as dxey unbappily are.

Nuithor the Sabbath norats erdinancss o.
perate as a charm on tho soul ot man. i iy,
awlully poswible for us to observe the duy
without secaring its design i to Uo in the.house
of GoJ withqut realizing ins presunce; and
10 hoar his gospel withont faeling its power
Thesu resalis are not onty possible, but they
will mfallibly ensue, unless we ** sot the Lord
alwy” before ug, and so subordinate our
worldly affairs to our spititunl taterests, that
inztead ot andoning 1wy may contribute to
our baing * m the Spint on tho Lord’s day ”

Coasideriag how tnumately the officasy of
ordinanyus anid-the :alvrtion of men are link-
ed wath tho observance of tho Sabbath. and
how necewary previous preparation is to its
duo sanctifization; those dfzstersincur a foar-
ful responuibility, who, by tasking thair zer.
vauts 1o petforal an, unreasonablo amaunt of
work, or who, by postponing tho paymenr of
theic wages till a late hour on Satarday night,
lay themn under strong temptation, not only 1o
neglect all preparuon for the services of tho
day, bat to desecrato tho day itsolf. Those
Henls of Families al=0 are culpable, who not
only permi, but encouraze thatr gorvants am} -
children toloave cortaindepartmontsof houses
hold service to ba performed on the Lord's
day morning, which, with forethought, mizht
hare been donc on the previous night; or
who teach them to anticipate certain dutiey
on the Sanday evening, which properly se-
long to the following morning.

Tau gomparauve neficacy of gopel ordis
nat.es 1n those landsas a ground of grief’and
surprize to all golly persons and fawhfal mi-
nisters. With an unprecedented number of
faithful menin the ministry, who- penerally
preach the gospel in a plain, powerful, and
pursuasive manaer, and with the most unres-
trained hberty to profess and practice true
religion, a large proportion of those who at-
tend our sanctuarncs romain unsaved. With-
out deaying thoe existence of auxiliary hin-
dr ances, 1t Is our tirm conviction, that a chief
cause of the muuhty of gospel ministrations
with multitudes, both men and wamen, i3 the
harcy and distraction of muind, induced by the
absorblag avidity, and 1dolatrons devotedness
with which they pursue the world, up to, and
otien beyond, the sacred precinets of the Sab-
bath-day  1f the ground be unprepared, it
avails nothing though the seed be good, and
the suwor dihigent, for 1t will lic on the sur-
face, and, 1n that case, 1t will either bo de-
vourad by the birds of the air, or scorched
by the sun, or choked by the briars and weeds
Ii we grieve away the Hol Spirit during the
sia days, how,can we hope be will come and
coinfort us on the seventh.  If we do not sap-
plicate his aud i pryvate, and are unmindful
o' Ins monitions 1 our, daily walk, how can
we expect to be favoured with his celestial
wflacnees in publi¢, when, with minds pre-
oeeupied, we go with tho multitude who keep
holyday.  +Bg not decaved; Gog is not
mocked : for whatsosver a man soweth, that
shall he also reap.” The Sabbath must be
remembered before it comes, in order 10 be-
enjoyed when 1t comes.  Sabbath ordinances
must be approached 1n 2 Sabbath frame, o-
theywise they will barden rather than soften,
and blind, rather than, enlighten; and to se-
core this frame, wo must not only lay tha
world aside with our bands, in proper timn.,
bai ejent 3t from our hearts: praying with
all preyen that the Lord of the Sabbath..
would possesathem by bis Spirit,~* casting,




down imaginations, and every high thing that
exalteth itrelf against the knowledge of God,
an bringing into captisity ever; wought to
the obedienee of himeell”

II. The Subbak is descerated when only a
portion of its haurs are devoted to sacred pur
poses, the remamder being spent in busingss or
fa.pleasure.~The spirit, as well as the letter,
of'tho Sabbath law 1equires, that we conse-
crate each seventh day 1o the worship of Ged.
Mo one doubts whe her the six days given for
worldly husiness are to be taken cntire ; and
were not the carnal mind enmity against
God, and not subject to his law, the digtineti-
on of “ churek hours” wonld never have been
heard of This is one of the miny ways in
which tho ehurch of Rome, and those who
symbolize with her, make vord the law of
God by tieir traditions; and the tadt, that
some of our statutex, and many of our charch.
going populdtion, stll recognis * hurch
houry” as pomessing an exclmsive sapctity,
and a spocial obligation, which do not apper-
tain to the other party of the day, proves, that
the Reformation was incomplete, and that
Protestants have yet much to learn, in respect
of duty, as well as of privilege,

This distinction hay noteven the shadow of
seriptural autherity; and, if admitte 3, it would
uttorly destroy the harmony which exis's be-
tween the type and the antitype—the earth-
ly and tho neavenly rest. It is obviously bas.
ed upon the assumption, that our obligations
to keep the day Aoly, are human and conven-
tional; and it involves the double guilt of
tuking from, and of adding to, the things writ-
ten in the book of God. It implies that the
duty we owe to God i3 altoge ther public and
coremonial ; that family worship, the religi-
ous training of our children, apd the cultiva-
tion of a devout spirtt, in the use of closet ex-
ercises, are matters of trivial importance, and
m3y be neglected wirthout lo«, or guilt, or a-
ny great risk; provided wo spend a given
number of hoars inthe great congregation.—
Nay more, it implics an insinuation that God
has claimed an undug proportion of our time,
that his Sabbath is a tax on our temporal in-
terosts, and a bar to our happiness; and that
oonsequently, wa do well.to alienate part of
1t to business or pleasure, as we may feel in-
clined. ‘These are some of the.guilty impli-
cations with which this irreligious matilation
of tho Lovd's day isjchargeable ; and the bare
mention of them is suflicient to draw forth
the cordial condemnation of each lover of the
Sabbath  Every sound argument which can
be adduced to, prove that a part of the Sab-
bath ought to be sanctified, carned to its le-
gitimate issue, w.il prove that the entire day
15 holy, and ough? to be employed in the pub-
Lic and private exercises of religion.

Lot none, therefore, deceive themselvesby
imagining, that if they attend a place of wor-
shiponce or twice, they are atliberty to spend
the remainder of the day in journe)ing, plea-
sure excursiong, domestic amusgments, or pre-
paratory arrangements for the business of
Bonday. The day, the whole day, isthe
Lord's, and He commands ug to * REEP 1T
goLY.” Hescornsadivided allegiance ;and
it i3 at our peril if we divide its hours between
his worship and the service of Mammon  If
we mar the type we dishonour its author, we
destroy its eflicacy, and we forfeit our inte-
regtin ita heavenly anti-type. To rob God
of apartothisdayin privateafter weaave been

rotessing to worshup lum ia pubdn, is raok

ypocxisy ; itis to enact the sin of those de-

v

acivers who «alled Jesus © Lord, i.ord,” hat
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did not things he commanded them , and if
wo becomo partners an thur guilt, we shall
assuredly be made sharers in their punish-
ment.  Ifwe condemn the secalarity of the
Jews, who, turned. the temple to a houss of
merchandise ;. and abbor lﬂc tapiety of Bel-
shazzar, who, " with his princes, bis wives,
and his concubinas,” in theie prond revelry,
“drank out of the golden and silver vessels
which Nebu:hadnezzar had taken out of the
houge of the Lord.”let ug shrink.from tle
no less palpable sacrilego of prusttuting the
evemng bours of thy Lot s-day to writing
lottors of business, taking stock, fagging at
tho ledger, or asarvey of.the farm, If we
woulll cscape the curse of lim & that dooth
the work of the Lard decentully, there must
bo no mistake in this matter, no halting be-
tween tWo opinions—no. trimming between
God and Mammon. The *sign” * will 1ake
effect, proving,either that we are for the Re-
deemer, or that we ace agucast him , that we
are of.those who gather with bim, or that our
perilous emplogment ix to scatter and destroy.
The commandments of the Lard are. not
grievons ; and he will not allow us, with im-~
punity to treat them as.if' they wero so, or
to asperse him, by word or deed, asif he
were an , austere Master ¢ reaping where he
had no. sown, and.gathering where be had
not strawed.”

“ Bat wisdom is justificd of her children ;”
and the people of God are furward to contess
that his * service is perfect frecdom;” and
that in keeping his_commandments * there 15

reat reward ™ « This is the pax. which 1he

ard hath made, we will rejowce and be glad
in 1T ¢ A pay n thy courts is better than a
thousand I had rather be a deor-keeper”
(or as the margin readys, +* I would choose ra-
ther to sit at the thresbold™) * of tha hauss of
mx God, than todwell in the tents of wick-
edness.”  This is the genuine language of all
who love Go, in all churches, and 1 all parts
of the earth. Top them the Sabbath-day 13
the best and brightest of the seven. They
long tor its dawn; they regret its dechine;
tacy rejoice to know that on it * God rested
from ail his.work which he had made;” and
thag he « blessed it and .sanctificd 1t,” from
its commencemeont tosts close. They cxult
n the fact that their Lord broke forth from
the captivity of the.grave, and entered into
his state of mentorjous REST,  sery zarly in
the morninyy when 1t was yet dark;” and that
he commue& ta comraune, and to break with
his.disciplos tll it wag » toward evening, and
the day far spent” Whethor they consider
the cxample he has sct them, the com-
mandments he hag given them, .the clams-
of . his lave, tha iaterests of his cause,
the bappiness of their 1ellow-men, the wants
of thewr own souls, or the fatigues ot their bo-
dies, they darc not alicnate any partof.his
day from it divine and legitimate uses ; and
to all who tempt them to do so they say,
« How can 1do t}us great wickedness, and
sin again:t God ¥
—

* Ezekiel xx. 12,

A FEW WORDS TO TEE WORKING
CLASSES ON THE SABBATH
QUESTION.

FRIENDS ARD FELLOW-COURTRYMEN,—
The qaestion as to keeping sacred the rest
of the Sabbath is creating every diiy a deep-
er and more extended intereat. Both par.
tioy engaged in the discussion plead your

¥A%

wellara aslargely staked on the sdes which:
they reepectivaly defend.  Qn the onu baud,
it 18 alleged, that the industrious pose- should

have the means of recreation and enjoymant
on the Lord's-day , and that what is called a
Letter observance would ouly prove a biiter ob--
servance of that racred season: while, on the
other hand, it i3 argued, that pleasme can

only be procurod by labour; and that it the

rest of the Sabbath be toany extent compra.:
mised, all its inestimable benefits must be

broaght into jeopardy I donot ar all regret

that the controversy has taken this direction.

Inall religions questions, our grand appeal

must be to the scriptures. But the ible it

self reprezents tho Sabbath as a day of rest—

a day on which servants are not to do-custo.

maty work—a day of velief, in oher words,

for the labouring and heawy-laden; and, there-

fore, any view of the Sabbaih really uakind

and innnical to the Woiking Classes must be

equally opposed to revelationas to a humane

and enlightened expediency.

A great cftort has recently been.pade to
Hmit the hours of laboar  After many de-
bates resumed in successive sessions, a ten-
haurs’ factory bill has actually passed througls.
Parliamnent, and become the law of the land.
By private nsgodiations and combuned xe-
monstrances, the victims of long . hours in
shops, warehowses, ofices, &c., have in many.
instanves, obtained a similar, though not cqual
absidgement of daily service. The success
of this lattez movement is far from bemng com-
plete, dut the movement is not over,—it 13.

now i;ros.c\:.utcgl more energetieally than ever;
and 1 rejoice in this oppurtunity ot express-

ing, though in an incidertal manner, my var-
nest desires for it triumphant issue.

It is of very great importance to limit the
kours of labour. Eiery argument, however, -
on behalf of such a.cessation of toil, apphes
with tenfold force to a limitation of the days
of labour. Whether the respite be demand-
ed as.conducive to health, or.to domestic or-
der and fellowship, or to mental culuvation,
a part of each day can have nosuch efficacy
as an entire stated day, in ataining the ends
con‘e nplated.  Sappose a labourer to have
only one hour of leisure out of the twenty-
four, how greatis the uniihelihood that he
will turn it to any profitable account? If
he should think of improsing himseif 1n any
way, thiv work of selfia prosement must be
+0 svon arrested that he las no beart to begin
it. Heis wearied and jaded, and the bard
eaperience of the day still affects lus spinits,
when his task is condluded.  He is tempted
to sink intu stupor, ortc seck a remedy for
indolence, worse than the disvase, in someo
perniciots stimulus. When a lahorer Las
two hours, he has doalle vncouragement to
make & god use of thein.  What, then, shali
he think of'a whole day to himsclf?  If the
idea were not 5o famnliar to w3, it would be
resplendent with fascinations; aad the de-
liaht whiki it inspired woull be qualfied on-
ly by the fear that a conceptior xo charmng,
was oo good to be realized.  The Jews reck-
oned the day asbeginning with sunzet,  Give
the workman all the Sablath to himself, and
he will feel as if sunset on Saturday were the
beginning of aday.  Ar evenmg time it will
seem light  His pillos will appear to be soft-
erand sweeter than usual, winle hie laya his
head on ity eaying, Thete 1y to be no 101l to-
morrow ! And when Le awakes, he wilk;
wouder, perhaps, what is mak.ny bim so glad, ,
till he 1omembers that the bght whih stuoes -
upon him iz the Jight of liberty, and that tha
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brecze which he hears invites him with cheer-
ful acgents to pariicipate in its freedom, while
# bloweth whete it listeth, and no overseer
-or ruler-can govern its movements.

’t.is justly #aid, in an address to the peo-
ple:of the United States, and unanimously a-
dopted, that the Sabbath, ¢ as 2 period of rest
after six days’ continuous oil, is indispensable
to the Iabourer.  Without this great interval,
his health and vigour prematurely decay, as
certainly, although not ay specdily, as it de-
barred from the 1efreshment j—and health and
vigor are the peor,man’s capital.  The statis-
ticy, now 0 prearly accumulated that we cease
1o gather them, showing the fearful waste of
life in thoso employments which know no
such suspension, are full of warning and in-
struction. Sad, indeed, is the lot of the la-
bourer without this jubilee of the week to re-
cruit his exhausted encrgies; when he may
wipe the sweat from his brow, and lift up his
bedy, and lifi up hisspiiit, alike bowed down
by daily toil.’

When a reduction of the hours of labor is
advocated, the appeal is made fo reason, and
perzons are left 1o the exercise of their unaid-
ed powers in forming an opinion. But the
Sabbath is believed Ly the great body of pro-
Yessing christians to be a divine institation;
and this convittion is of iImmense consequence
in_claiming the repose of the Sabbath for a
toil-worn population. An appeal hence lies
to conscience, and religious consistency 3 and

such is the veneration in which the word of rest

God is beld, even amid atounding vice and
sceplicism, that thousands, and tens of thou-
sands, whatever may be their tamporal rauk,
~or political parly, or ccclesiastical dencmina-
tion, will concur with you, and co-operate
with you, in givirg effcct to the Jaw of the
Sabbath  So far from blaming jou for de-
manding this day, they will esteem jou more
on that account. The fact of your demanding
it, will raise you in their estiniation, and give
you a permanent hold on thedr sympathies,
and secure you new and potent allies in ac-
quiring other rights 1o which you are entitled.

But, perhaps, 1am doing injustice to ob-
jections. Lct uslook at the strongest of them,
and sce what they are worth.

It may be thought abswid to speak of {he
Sabbath as being indangerif it beadivine insti-
tution, since God must be fully competent to
maintain hisown cause. As well may it be
alleged that despotic eruelty is impossible,
because God loves benevolence, and can ea-
sily secure its ascendancy. God works by
means, and where ordinayy means suflice, Le
will not work miracles. Ife gives us privil-
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perform signs and wonders to oxempt willing
serfs from a merited vagalage.
1f the Sabbath 13 to Le preserved 1o you,
or rather, in many cases, recovered to you, it
mus be through the instrumentality of your
own excrtions; ard wo smmall effort wiil be
needed to make good to you the weekly juki-
jee ‘I'be whole tendency of business is 1o en-
croach on your ume, till the moments allow-
ed you for cating and sleeping are stinted
and inadequate.  Some tell usthat the sea,
it'its ageney were not neutralized, would ul-
timatefy wash down all the dry land into -
self, til the globe would presem one evel
surface of prevailing waters,  Commerce is
that ocean, which invades time, and which, if’
not counteracted, would eventually submerge
every hour of leisure, every boliday, every
Sabbath, or would spare only a wmiserable
remnant of them, resembling one of the
Drongs—the jutting rocks of Shetland—which
geologists describe as the monumental remains
of once large and verdant jslands. The a-
gent that checks the sea is five—the internal
heat of the globe—which, in melting sub-
slences or wurniug them into vapour, expands
their mass, and thus upheaves moun:ains, on
the frowning cliffs of which is inscribed the
Divine address to the deep, ¢ Hitherto shalt
thou come but no further; and here shall thy
proud waves be stayed.” The fire 1hat isto
arrest the overflowing of commence isthe ter-

man beivg a man and a citizen  When be.
nevolent geatlemen, then, propose to furnish
you with pleasure on the Sablath, make fiee
to inquire by ahom the working nart of it isto
e exccuted f—whether these affluent piulan.
thropists are themselves to e the Sabbath.
day labourers, and serve you onc day when
Jou have served them six 7 Butof itappear
that one section of your number is to be com-
pelled to toil on this day for another section
of your number, then touch not, taste not,
handle not the luxury which a fellow.work.
man's strength bes produced, and his sweat
has s ained. Such are the relarions of labour,
thatif one working-man toil, anotaer must
toil, all of you must tod. The principles
obvious in itself: its truth is confivmed by the
general condition of the Continent of Europe;
and I tell you again—1I press it on your con-
sideration—that IF YOU ARE NOT TRUE TO
ONE ANOTHER, YOUR CAUSE 15 LOST.

But the friends of the Sabbath are hypo-
cerites, yon are told—a set of Pharisves, who
objeet to Sabbath trains, while they impose
far heavier burdens on their dependents.—
Easy would jt be toretort this pcrsonal
chavge. The frieads of the poor man who,
on hus account, started Sunday t1ains on the
Edinburgh and  Glasgow line, strangely for-
got to lessen the price of his return ticket,
when this privilege was extended to fir-t and
sccond-class passengers.  The omission is suf-

vour of your zeal in behalf of your day of ficiently remarkable to merit a word of ex-

‘Lhe upheaving that is here to avail is
an upheaving of society—to shake off’ and
keep at adistance all desecrating labours from
this most needful, most bhssful, and heaven-
gifted quict—above all alofty and sull nsng
determination in the Jabouring classes to serve
man faithfully during six days of the week,
but no more ; and whoever may invade the
remaining  day, 1o repel the invasion, and
stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ has
made them free.

Bat the working man, it will be said, should
have recieation on the Sabbath; and 1f so,
boats should sail, and trams should rum,to
translate him fiom enveloping smoke to en-
chauting scenery. Willingly would 1 insti-
tute a comparison Dbetween the heaith of
church-goingand church-deserting operatives;
willingly would 1suspend the issue of the
controversy—so far as it may be suspended
on anything besides scrip ure—on the com-
parative comfort or wretchedness which their
abodes respectively exhibit.  As it is not all
gold that glitiers, neither is it all tiue plea-
sure that usurps the name: ¢ There is a way
which scemeth right unto man, but the e¢ad

cges, and faculties to discern the value of ihereof avethe waysof death. Evenin lavgh-

them, and defend them resoluiely ; but if we
Rre $0 recreant as 1o part with them, he will
punish a despicable servility by a galling sla-
very.

The Sabbath isa beunignant day to all class-
es. It relieves the wasting cares of the mas-
ter, as well as the manual toils ofthe servant.
In improving the labourer, it makes him wore
trustworthy and valnable 1o his cinploy ers—
It gives security to the public genaally, that
all functionaries will be benefitted by its pri-
videges; and that the best interests of socie-
ty will, in consequence, be respected and pro-
moted.  Still, you are the paities most mme-
diately and deeply interested.  If you con-
sent 1o lie down and ik the dusion this day
of release and i dependinee, then, no doubt,
men will poovar e Wlileyou are kissing
your chains, it witl be in vain that philanthro-
fists propose to ever tum;nor will God-

ter the beart is sorrowful, and the end of that
mirth is beaviness,” Never shall I forget the
mournful accents with which a condemned
criminal, shortly before be was exccuted, said
in my hearing, that bis ersmes began with
small thefts, and pleasure excursions on the
Lord's-day. But if you will not listen tosuch
suggestions, 1 address 10 you another that
may obtain jour atiention. Accept of no
pleasures on the Sabbath, interlering with fi-
delity to each other 1t cach of you belp to
enslave bis fellow, there is no hope for you.
Look to countries where the labouring cf.\ss-
¢s are oppressed, and mark how that oppres.
swon is waintained. The operatives are kept
down by the soldiery ; and whence como the
soldiery ? From the working classes. One
tnechanic is tured to keep another in bondage,
till they are all ruled with a rod of iron, and
stripped of every distinction that makes a bu-

planation from these compassiona:e benefac.
tors. Instead howeve., of interchanging ac-
cusations, 1 beg simply toask what they have
to do with the "questionin hand ? After all
that bas been said, or ¢can be said about sane-
timoniousness on the one side, and infidelity
on 1he other, the single point for you to de-
termine is, whether you ave to have or are not
lo have one day out of seven for yourselves §—
That point is in your detcrmination. Will
to have this day, and with the word of God
and with the friends of God on your side, the
expression of your will must be irresistible,
There is, however, no time to be lost  Ore
Railway company, and one Steam-boat conr
pany after another, resolves to have sccular
service on the Sabbath., The dificulties of
this week may be trebled the next. If you
are, then, to arise, atise now—be up and do-
ing! From land’s end to land’s ead bestir
yourselves, and let your first rest be that of
an undisturbed Sabbath, rescued-by your
ctourage and intrepidity from vexatious and
wasting thraldom,

It niay be said that X bave made no account
of unavoidable service on the Sabbath. 1
answerinone sentence, that the rule is rest,
and that exceplions most, in their nature, be
few and oceasional. Seve you to the estab-
lishment of the rule: the exceptions will
make room for themselves. In ninety-nine
casesout cf a hundred, where the necessity
bas been pleaded, it has been created ; and
under a cry about works of juercy, cruelty
has been iaflicted,

It may be objected that my treatment of
the subject hasnot been sufficiently religions.
1auswer, that a part, and a large part of re-
higion is humamty, and that thia is the fast
which God has chosen, * 1o let the oppressed
gofree, and that we break overy yoke! At
the same time, while I have demanded that
the way in which the working-man is to spend
the Sabbath shall be left to liis own responsi-
biliy, and not determined for him by an ag-
gressive and insatiable avarice, 1 conclude by
the statement—oarncstly and affectionately



made—that the Lord's-day, to be fully enjoy-
o, must be sanctified—that the heart cannot
then be entirely disourdened by simply quit-
ting secular employmc at, but must aceede to
the invitatien, * Come unto me, all ye that la.
bor, and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest” It is your day, butit isalso tho Lord's
day ; and it will be found most of all your
own when it is most dedicated to his honour.
The worship of the Sabbath will react on the
rest of the Sabbath, and no power cnearth
will take it t‘romlyou i you give itto God.
am,
Frigape AxD Ferrow-CounTRYMEN,
Yours faithfully,
DAVID KING

THE SABBATII A FAMILY IN-
STITUTION.

Children are the creatures, and, as
such, the property of God. Ile commits
them to their parents as his representa-
tives and officers, to receive and train
them for his service. For this purpose
they are, from the begiuning, to conse-
crate themn to him, and early to teach
thern the first. great lesson of his moral
government, “ Not my will, but thine be
done:” that they must not be permitted
to have their own way, to govern them-
selves, or others. They are not quali-
fied to govern. They have not lived
long enough; they do not know enoungh,
they are not good enough, they are not
sirong enough. Their interest, safety,
excellence, and usefulness, their happi-
ness, and the happiness of others, all re-
quire that they should not govern, but be
governed. Parents are God’s officers to
teach them this truth, whieh lies at the
foundation of his moral government, and
the practical experimental knowledge of
which is essential to the excellence, use-
fulucss, and happiness of every human
being. .

And yet every child is disposed at first
fo govern himself—to have his own way.
No-sooner does ‘he possess and manifest
desires, than he i3 disposed to gratify
them, and to oppose 2ll who undertake
to control him. Yet he mustbe cor troll-
ed, and taught to submit his will to the
will of his parents. And it is an instruc-
tive fact, that there is not a child in the
world, of common sense, that cannot be
taught te do this, and so early that he
will never remember the time when he
began to do it 3 and so perfectly too, that
he will not forget it; and so constantly
that it will, by habit, become 2 kind of
sccond nature; and so kindly, that it
will, by and by, be his delight. And
among his highest joys will be that of the
approbation of his parents.

He can be tanght not to disobey them,
a3 he iz taught not to put his finger in
the candle, which bures so brightly, looks
s0 beautifully, and so strongly tempts
every little child that sees it to take hold
of it. He is warned of danger. Ile is
told that it will burn. But having no
faith and litile experience, and not choos-
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ing to submit his will to that. of another,
he tries it, and he finds a law there—the
low of God ; and a penalty—the penalty
which Godin love hag established, prompt,
uniform, and eflicacious. It is a penalty
suited to the nature of the child, is ap-
propriate to his condition, and exaetly
mects his wants. e does not tey it a-
gain: certainly not often. 'The way of
transgressors is tound to be too hurd to
be often tried, and he learns a lesson tor
lite: you must not touch the fire. You
may look at it, and have all the benefit
of its light aud heat, but you must not
put your hand in it. It yov da, it will
burn you. There is a law there, and a
penalty.  These God has joined together,
and no man can put them asunder.  Fire
will burn, and burn hard enough to make
any child of common sense, very carly,
keep out of'it. It has left its impress,
and a burat child ever after dreads the
five. This obedience to natural laws is
an apprenticeship for obedience to moral
laws.

So, when that child is old enough to
understand what ismea * and is told not
to disobey his mother, or his father: that
it is not safe that it will give him pain
—suppose he triesit, and the parent does
his duty ; the child will find & law there,
and a penalty, both of God’s appeintment,
namely this: ¢ Chasten thy son while
there is hope, and let not thy soul spare
for his erying.” If it benecedful, and no-
thing else will do, # withhold not correc-
tion from the child, for though thou beat
him with a rod he shall not die: thou
shalt beat him with the rod, and shalt
save his soul from hell.” This is the
great object of famlly government, to
save children from hell and fit them for
heaven. “Ie that spareth the rod,”
when it is necessary to keep his child
from knowingly and wilfully disobeying
his parent, “hateth his child ” that is, he
acts as if he hated him: he takes the
way to ruin him. Butthe parent that
loveth him with the love that God re-
quires, and acts according to the dictates
of heavenly wisdom, “chasteneth him
bethmes”. IYe does it early—as soon &
it is neceded. Ile does it uniformly and
kindly : he does it promptly and firmly.
IIe does it thoroughly,and thus he does
it efficaciously. e does not wait till
the child has become a rebel of long
standing, and by fixed habits of treason
against lawful suthority, become obdu-
raie, and his heart like the nether mill-
stons. He takes him while young and
tender, before he has learned the tactics
of war, or acquired by practice the arts
of self-defence. In no.pitched battles
does he ¢ver allow him to conquer; or
to come off doubtful as to the result;
both parties claiming the victory, and
both provoking each other to wrath and
future contests. No: he settles the ques-
tion,.once for aih..
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The parent has the power, he has the
right, he has the authority, he
has the opportunity : wupon him
rests the obligation; and Afs will bo
the guilt, and his the condemnation, if
he does not have the victory ; and zo de-
cisively that the conqured shall feel i,
and henceforth underatand  thak to con-
tend with heaven-appointed parental zo-
thority, power and love, is kopeless,

The wizdom and the gooducks, the
strength and the patience, the firmness
and the perseverance are all compara-
tively, when the parent does his daty,
on one side. If the little, selfish, imbe-
cile thing will contend with any hope af
success, it must be with his equal: but
woe to him that contendeth with paronts,
the divinely-appointed reprosentatives of
his Maker, in the great, the glorious, the
everlastingly momentous work of apply-
ing the great principles of Jehovah’s go-
vernment, qecording to his will, to the
souls which he has made and by the
blood of his only begotten Son redeem-
ed, that they may be forever to the praise
of the glory of his infinite grace. In
that contest is torment—prompt, continu-
ed, and great enough to lead avery child
of common sense, early, very early, to
cease from pursuing it.  And if foranto-
ment it is tempted to renew the contest,
the parent that suffers it to usurp and
retain the reins of governraent, is recreant
to bis duty to the child, to himself, to the
community, and to God; and nought but
grace divine, triumphing over guilt of a
crimson dye, can save him or his child-
ren from perdition.

Nor does the teaching of a child even
by the rod, if it be necessary in order to
lead it promptly and habitually to sub-
mit its will to the will of its pavent, im-
ply any want of wisdom, or affection, ju-
telligence, or refinement. It iz the dic-
taute of them ail.  As well might 2 man
contend that the law of fire and its pe-
nalty indicate a want of wisdom or kind-
ness in their Author. They are thedic-
tate of hoth, and are adapted to the na~
ture and condition of eveey child of Adai.

So with family government. The
voice comes from the heart of God, say- .
ing, « Chasten thy son while there ia.
hope, and let not thy soul spave for his
erying.” That is, do this, it it be neces-
sary, to take the government out of the
hand of the child, and place it, by mautu-
al consent, permanently in the hand of
the parent, where (hd desigoed and:
commanded that it should be placed, and ,
where the good of the universe requires
that it should be continued, in order that
the governmant of Gad in duc time may
have its legitimate effecton the children,
and through them on their children, and
oll who in time or etermity may feel thew,
influence.

Parental government i3 gometimos
tecated as if it were a 3mall or trivigd af-",
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fair, Through carclessness, or imbecili-
ty, false aection, or sloth, or-on account
-of covetous devotion to the world, it is
suffered to slip out of the hands of pa-
‘rents, or-they-neglect to use it, and suf-
for it to be taken and retained by the
children. This is treason against the
King of heaven, and against the welfare
of the universe.

Here is an heirof immortality starting

~on his course of*endless being, to ristfor-
ever higher and higher in -excellence,
usefulness and blisy, or sink deeper and
<deeper in debasement, infamy and woe.
All for cternity depends upon his saying
‘voluntarily, cheerfully, and habitually to
his heavenly Parent, ¥ Not my will but
thine be done.”  Earthly parents are his
representatives, who, by teaching the
-child thus to submit his will to theirs,
4are to prepare him to submit his will 10
the wad-of God. One is an apprentice-
ship for the other; and if not sccured,
all may be lest, irretrievably lost. It is
40 be secured withour correction, if it can
-be ; but if it cannot be, no needful correc-
-tion is to be withheld. Sceured it must
be, and wherescr parents obey God, se-
cured it will be, and there be in each fa-
mily but one head; and that, not the
children, but the parents—that united
and divinely-appuinted head of father
and mother. Their voice, cchoing the
voice of God, will come as-one having
authority.  And though uttered in meek-
ness, and answered in love, 1 will guvera.
That government, administered in love,
will awaken, secure, and perpetuate love;
and the family, under its guidance, with
the blessing of God, will become & nur-
sery for heaven. The ecffects of it will
show that the parentsl government “was
made for man.” It is adapted to his na-
ture in the morming of life, and essential
to his present and future good.

Obedience on the part of the children,
by habit, uniform and kind, will by and
by beecome easy, and even delightful.—
They will not 1teed, like the horse and
mule, to be held in and guided with bit
and bridle. They may be guided by the
eye. Alook, ura motion, a wish ex-
pressed in any way, is sufficient.  They
hear a voice withm echoing the voice of
God, « Children obey your parents, for
that is right.” Conscience echots, “ that
is right.”  Amd the soul, if it does not
obey, feels guilty. Though surrounded
with the darkness of midnight, and scen
by no mortal eye, if it does what it knows
i3 forbidden Ry its father, or its mother,
it condemns itself. The footsteps of 1ts
parent make it feel somewhat as Adam
felt, when he heard the voice of his Ta-
ther among the trecs of the garden, and
sought to hide, and perhaps it will try
to sew fig-leaves together to cover its
shame. oral government Rus begun;
the government of God; a preparation
Jor, axd en introdvction to wkick 18, by
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Divine appointment, the government of
earthly parents. On the basis 'of thig,
when they come to know Him who made
them, and who has nourished and brought
them up as children, a voice fiom hea-
ven will be keard, saying, » If1 be o fa-
ther, where is mine honor;-and if I be
s master, where isiny fear?”  And they
will be much more likely in future life to
have that fear 'of the Lord which is the
beginning of wisdom, and that good un-
derstanding which is imparted to-all whoe
obey him, than they would have been
if they had not been taught thus early,
promptly, habitually and conscientiously,
to obey their earthly parents.

THE MOTHER AND HER CRILDREN.

A good many years ago I had the pleasure
of knowing an exccllent Christian lady, who
moved in the higher circles, who thus em-
ployed herselt on the morning ofthe Sabbath.
—Faving a large family, she collected around
heér such of them as wure able to vngage in
such ah exercise ; and, after reading, or mak-
ing them 1ead, an appropriate passage of
Scripture, accompanied with such a comwmen-
tary as wassuited to the capacities of her -
teresung litile cbarge, for which she had a
peculiar talent, she commended them to God,
praying for a blessing on the exercises of tho
day Itis impossible to coriceive a'better
preparation for the services of the sanctuary.
She has been for many years romoved to her
heavenly home ; but, in so far as her family
bave grown u;l:, a signal blessing seems to
bave attended her labours.  Wehave here a
fine model for the itutation ot Chrisuan mo-
thers placed in similar circumstances

With this account T connect a beautiful re-
presentation of a mother spending aun hour
of the Sabbarh afternoon with her children,
found in ¥ Abbott’s Xoung Christian” 1t is
too long to _quéte at large, but it is in sub-
stance as follows .—Mama propuses to Mary,
tho cldest girl, to spund an bour in juoking
back to the faulis of (he past weck. She
cheerfully agrees; and three or four of the
‘children, from 3six to fifteen years, come
vound hér. Mama asks Mary if she recollects
doin, any thing wrong; saying, now mention
it or no’, a3 you please. Mary thinks a lit-
tle; at last says, that John and she had guar-
relled Sn the nursery.  Jobn interposes, But
you know, Mary, yoa began. Mawa inter-
feres, Remember, wy dears, we did not meet
to revive former quarrels, and blame onc a-
nother; but {6 improve for the future, and to

guard-agginst againdoing what i3 wrong.— 2

She thten prays with them for pardon for the
past, and grace that they may be kept from
future evil.

How much more likely 1s this kind of ex-
orcise to be useful than that stern severity
which wan often practised in a former age,
when what was requived was meyely commit-
ting 0 mrmory séine questions or portisns of
Seripture, without any explanation to render
the exercise interesting ; and when the me-
mory of the child was 0 burdened as to make
the Sablath, instead of aday of rest, a day
of moie mental labour than any other ot
the scven. Let it not be supposed by this
observation, that we undervalue the impor-
tance of storing the mumory withsélect pas-
sages of Scripture It is a most uscful exer-
cige a3 it i3 watter of, 1 may almost say, uni-
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versal experiedee, thas portions this cominit-
ted in carly life, are rarely, if'ever forgotien.
What we object to is, merely loading the me-
mory, and thus ¢reating dissust, without ex-
erciving the fntellect. 'But this eubject 1
18w bétter understood ; dnd, by a-proper ap-
peal to the'understanding and the heart, what
was fotmerly aday of wearitiess is, in many
familivs, a’day of thankiul rdlaxation Irom
the incessant cares of life, shd & genuine,
calm, Znd peaceful enjoyment.

SABBATHAMONG THEGOLD FINDERS,
Inalittle volume, entitled * Fuur Months uraong
the Gold-Finders in Alta Californin,” by J. Tyr-
whitt Brooks, M.1,, the author, after describing
very graphieally the manner in which lawless yii-
vénturers from sl parts of the wWorld were reck-
lessly, and i many ingtances'murderonsly, en-
gapged in the aitainment of gold, states—

“3¢h June.~Bre kfast was soon dispatched, and
the question ns to the day'soperations dgked. Don
Luis was the only one who, on the svofe of its be-
ing Sabbath, would not go tothe diggins. Hehad
no objection to amusc lumself onSabhath, buthe
would not wu & To getoverthe difficulty, we a-
greed to 3o on the principle of esery man keap-
ing his own findings, oor bonds of unity asa paz-
ty to extend meiely to mutual protection and de-
fence. Leaving Don Luis thon smoking in the
tent, w- proceeded to work, and found that 1fie
great majority of the gold-finders appeared 1o
entertain our opinions, or‘at all events to jnt
tate our practice, as to labouring on Sabbath .
.+ « I worked hard, us indecd we all did, the
whole morning. Tho teil 1s very severe.”

It does not appear that Dr. Brouks or his asso-
ciates felt the slightest remorse a: the agreemehs
they had so shamelessly cutered into to desecrate,
for the suke of gold, the ®abbath, and yet, in the
Lrief space of threu weeks, the doctor makes the
follnwing very remarkalle entry inhis journal .~—~

v Sabbath, 25th June —We huveall of us givén
over working on Sabbaths, as wo have foond tho
tol om six successive days quite hard enongh... A
few of the miners pursued their avocations onthe
Sabbath, Liut the majority devoted the day to rest,
smoking and slce‘)’ing in the shade alternately.”

Thas, even in the picking up of gold (an occu-
pation so_exciting, thatst had burst the bands of
almost o1l human compacts, pepple of all condi-
tiony having deserted fiom their engagements to
rush to * the diggings”), one day’s rest outof se-
ven was pmcliczﬁly found to be absolutecly neces-
sary. * 'The factis,” preaches J. T. Brooks, M.D,
a3 soon as he became dead tined, * the baman
frame will not stand, and never was intended to
stand, a course of incessaut toil.” One holiday
Ker week was accordingly not only agricd of,

ut it was moreover carried, nem. con,, that they
might just as well have it on Sabbath as on any
other day, and thius, frum sy sunse of rebigive,
did the worshippers of “ the dizgings” most pow-
crfully subscribe to the wisdom of that com-
mandment which hag beneficially desired uy fo
lrcep holy the Sabbath-day.—Quarterly Reviaw.

COSTRIBUTIONS 1K A1) OF THE ' SADDATM
Ouservenr "—We have mi ch plessure in giving
insertion to the following Contributions handed
to us in support of our periodical. We trust
that the friends of.the Sabbath will cither give
intizaation of, or forward their contriburions wik-
out delny They have now sufficient proof ¢t
the character and style of the Observer, and we
fecl cncourageed to persecre, from the testi-
wonies already received of 1ta utility, owmng 10
the low price of each Issue, any individual can
bave ten ot pics of cach number for the year atd
Doltar, and so onward in proportion.

Rev. Mr Godfrey, St Clements, 2 6
James Duwson, Xsq,, Picton, 5 0
Jawes Yorstén, Esq, do. 5 2%
Mr. J. McDonald, Picry, 1 3
Mr. John Newéomb, " rnwalliz, 2 ¢



