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¢ TyAT TUE SovL BE WITIHOUT KNOWLEDGE, IT 1S NOT GOOD.”—Prov. xix. 2.
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“Y HAVE LEARNED BY EXPERIENCE,” OR «LABAN'S
TEACHER.”

GEN. xxx. 27

JAY tells us that “there is no spiritual meaning in these words.” Perhaps
there is not.  Certainly the character of the speaker was not remarkable for
devotional sentiment, .And yet the divine ageney is distinetly recognized.
Laban traces to it the prosperity which had attended him.  Jacob is acknow-
ledged as the occasion of the blessing—but God is confessed as its cavuse.
“T pray thee if I have found favour in thine eyes tarry, for I have learned
by experience that the Lord hath blessed me for thy sake.”

Experience is often a very efficient instructor. She suceeeds sometimes.
where others have completely failed.  Let us look a little therefore at some
of the main features in the character of this teacher, and her mode of instruc-
tion. It may aid us to profit more extensively under her tuition.

First of all then, it must have been noticed by every one that this teacher
s 2o theorist. Her lessons are all eminently experimental.  As an educa-
tionalist therefore che is decidedly practical. She has nothing to do with
speculation.  Other teachers may amuse themselves, and entertain—or puz-
zle—as the case may be—their pupils with fine-spun hypotheses, but sie deals
with actualities. Long before Bacon’s time she proceeded to the Baconian
method. This method is in truth all her own. She never had' any other.
She never acknowledged the « Dogmatie System.” Her very name points to
the experimental method. And all her pupils bear witness that she rigidly
adheres to it.

And then again this is a teacher whose lessons ave remnrkeble for their
pointedness. Many teachers seem fo be lost in a vague generality. The
principles they propound may be correct enough—they may lead to conclu--
sions quite sound.  But they are mere abstractions—cloudy and cold. They
have no individuality. They never xeach details. Xt is not so with this
teacher. There is about her a Nathan-like pointedness. She lays bare in-
dividual delinquency. She thunders in the ear of the offender, « Thou ar?,
the man.” This is not always pleasant. It is often very much the contrary.
There is in the present day—probably there always has been—a prevalent
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‘&ste if not a prevalent demand, for ¢mpersonal teaching. But to such a
tasie our (eacher never pandered-—to such a demand zhe never gave place—
Ko ! not for an hour! )

And this is a teacher, whose school every dody must attend. Old and
young, rict and poor, high and low, philosoplers and clowns, the gquecn on
he throne, and the meanest of her subjects,—all are pupils here.  Sheis not
maiversally popular—but none ean pass her door. And among all her scho-
lars she is strjetly impartial.  XKings and nobles must submit to the same
rales, and learn substantially the same lessons, as their humbler fellows.  And
Targe as her school is—the atlendance cannot be reckoned—no scholar gets
Tost in the crowd. Not one is ever overlooked.

And so I see that this teacher generally commands aétention. dostteach-
ers find this a matter of some difficulty. Many entirely fail here,—and
failing here can accomplish nothing—DBut this is a teacher that will not
he disregarded.  No schojar is so independent, that she will not bring
him to task. None so cunrang as to elude her vigilance. None so retirving
as to escape her notice.  IFor she too is “a teacher sent {from God.” She
v “speaks as one having authority.”  The most listless—the most indolent
. ~-fthe most wayward—when they enter ker school—are compelled to give
f Zeed—whether they profit or no.

! For I perceive farther that this teacher ¢s sometimes very severe. She is
' mot as some of omr modern educationalists are, “ wise above what is written.”
., She is no great admirer of the “ New System” so much in vogue now-a-day's.
| It is to be fearcd that she is rather hehind the age in this respect—that she
i has not quite kept pace with this progressive generation.  She does not ig-
i more Soloman and the rod. No! truly!! She applies the rod somctimes
! pretty smartly.  Nor does she spare for the crying of the child, until due cor-
i rection has been administered.  But her’s is no blind or indiseriminate se-
? werity—although we may often foolishly ¢ ink otherwise.  There are rewards
!
]
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a3 well as punishments in her school.  And her countenance is not always
stern. A wide difference js put between the docile and the stubborn.  To the
{ gentle and obedient she is benignant and mild. ¢ Froward she Lythes” only
! ©to the froward wight.”
i Andihis is a very old teacker. 1 cannot tell kow old. I cannot tell how
i Yong ago she gave her first lesson.  But I kuow that since ever our world
i began, she has been engaged in the work of instruction. Yet she scems as
1* wigorous as ever. Ordinarily there isa prejudice against old teachers.  With
' advancing years are supposed (o come feeblencss and inconsistency. But I
’ have never heard this teacher objected to on this ground. Nobody seems to
think that Ler stength is ar all declining. The meek disciple who “ tastes,”
{ Jearns now as surely as in David’s time, that « God ¢s good.” Ard the la-
i gest sinner will be tanght as certainly as Adam was at the fall, that “ theway
of transgressors ts hard.”
( For this teacher will teach forever. Other teachers are not permitied to
continue by reason of death. ' But with her age there is connected no decay.
{ Although old as the world and older, and althongh teaching through so many
eenturies without any shortest vacation she still retains her powers.  She will
; never lose them. As long as the earth remains, and there are sentient be-
ings upon it, she will continue to teach here. And when this world shall have
! passed away—there will be a great school above—and there will be 2 great
i school below—in which this teacher will teaci still—will teach eternally—
i %¥hat lessons of glory !—What lessons of woe!
-For I find that this teacher ¢s 7o always successful, in imparting true wis-
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dom. “ Fools hate knowledge.” And so the lesson is set at naught. The
scholar refuses to improve.  And therefore I suspect that the proverb is at .
fault which affirms that « experience teaches fools.” X do not know how the
saying ubtained currency, but I am guite sure that it is 2 mistake. XExperi-
ence I allow can do much. DBut the proverb I see plainly ascribes to her (oo
much. She cannot teach foofs. At least she cannot so teach them as to canse
them to abandon their folly. They are wise men who learn by experience.
And it is the most plainest, the most conelusive, the one last unmistakeable
mark of a fool that all experience is threwn away upon him.  No matter how
plain the lesson may be—no matter how severe and painful—he learns no-
thing from it.  Just such a fool was Pharoah. Plague followed plague in
quick suceession, yet would he not let the people go. And although at length
he seemed to learn somewhat, he soon forgot every lesson. e rushed onte
swift destruction.  Ile learned wisdom frem no experience. And there is in
every school a class of incorrigibles.  Not even this teacher can correct them.
« Though thou shouldest bray a fool in a mortar, :wnong wheat with a pestle,
yet will not his foolishness depart from him.”  He s a fool still,

And hence it is to be noticed finully that this after all is but an under-teackh-
er.  She is not the principal.  She iz ovly a subordinate—a sort of usher—
one of many cmployed by the Great Master. 1ler success is derived ex-
elusively fror her superior.  The Spirit of God himscli—the Ioly Ghost
guiding into all truth must accompany her instructions or they can be fol-
lowed by no enlightening—uo sanctifying—no saving benecfits. The expe-
rience may be pleasureable or it may be painful—it may be of prosperity ow
of adversity—it may be of sickness or of health—it may be of joy or of sor-
row—but it will Le cffectual. or it will be vain, just as his influences are
vouchsafed or withheld.  Of all the lessons of the wndei-teacher this 7s one of
the clearest.  1low constantly, then, and how earnestly should these jufluen~
ces be sought. :

And now T would that ail men everywhere did attend more diligently ta
the instructions of this teacher. I would that worldly men gave more atten~
tion to her teachings. They do indeed lcarn much from her of this world’s
wisdom. TLaban himsclf did this, for he was o wise man in his generation.
Ani even now there are many Labans—inen who profit very extensively
and very properly in the conduct of worldly business by the lessons of expe~
rience. But the grand lessons of this teacher they have uever mastered—
they have never attempted to master them. They can scorcely have failed
to learn from her how hollow and unsatisfying and transifory is every earth-
ly pleasure. They have felt the bitterness of disappointment; and ke vanity
of success. But still they refuse to acknowledge that this world is all unsat-
isfying—that it really has nothing that can £l their desires. Orif they have
begun to suspect this—perhaps see it with some degree of clearness, they
have not yet been taught to look upwards for that which they caunot find on
earth. They have not learned how sure is that rest, and how satisfying,
which remains for the people of God. They have not been taught by expe-
rience how largely and how delightfully it may be realized even here. X
would that all worldly men could be made to learn this lesson.

And T would that the saints of God did Ilisien more attentively to this
teacher. They would then learn more of the folly of setting their affections.
upon things on the earth. They would be more keenly alive to the deceit-
folness of their own hearts. They would be more fully sensible of their trwn
weakness. They would understand better the number, and the power, and
the activity of their spiritual foes, The lusts of the flesh, and the blandish~
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‘ments of the world, and the wiles of the devil would be distinguished more

relearly.  And so humility would be deepened—and watchfulness excited—
rand prayerfulness inereased.  And upon the other hand they would learn
-more of God’s goodness and wisdom, and truth and' power.  And thus their
!iith would grow stronger, and their lives more ardent, and their peace and
Yoy in believing more enlarged.  Reasoning from (God’s past mercies and de-
'livman(-eb, th(y would maintain a well "lounded confidence for the tuture.

+They would Iearn in every danger to reason with Jesse’s chosen son, as he

{ went out to meet his giant foe. ¢« The Lord that delivered me out of the paw of
iﬂ)e lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will deliver me out of the hand of
ithis Philistine.”  And rising from the delightful lesson they would sing with |,
ithe psalmist,  « LL(«lUs(’ thou Lust beenn my help therefore in the shadow of
:.thy wings will T rejoice.”  Thus David “learned by experience” 1 would
i that all christians did the same.

¢ But I would above all that the Church of Christ were hearkening careful-
ily tothe voice of this teacher. I would that we all as office-beavers in the
' House of God—as elders—as ministers could be persuaded “ to learn by ex-
iperience.”  “ Jf should be our wisdom.”  Two lessons especially she might
_teach us.  She might teach us the folly of self-secking—and she might teach
{us the madness of disunion. And can we say that we do not need these les-
;sons? Alas! Are we not open to the old reproach. ¢ All seek their own
*not the things which are Jesus Chris’s.”  And are there not hence wars and
Iightings amongst us?  Or worse still—mistrust and jealousy and alienation.
: Jerusalem is in dann'el not so much from the assaults of the beleaguering ar-

; Joy—as from faction and intrigue within the city. For all the past history
. of the Church, that is all her 1ccoxdcd experience icaches this lesson—that
. no foreign foc—no influence from abroad however hostile—is half so much
“ to be dleaded as internal dissension and the weakness that incvitably attends
vit.  If we refuse to learn from the past—whose lessons were recorded for
¥ our benefit, then from sad oxpcr)ence of our own we shall yet be taught most
hpmnf’ul!y « .'l’/us teacher” speaks as unto wise men. “ Let us judge then

E what she says.” E. R.

=
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TWO INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE OF DR. McGREGOR.

o g

‘Tae life of this distinguished servant of Christ was full of interesting in-~
E cidents. Tle very record of Lis j Journe)s would form a volume of agvesture
b more thrilling than half the books of modern travel. But especially in the
i work, as it has been expressed, of «gathering the lost sheep of the desert to

! the f'old ”” were his labors interesting fo the friend of Christ.  Dr McCulloch,
 from whom at one time a biogr aph) of him was expected, is known to have

 said that, if his nther avocations had allowed him time for the work, he would
!have written a mewoir of him more interesting than any novel. Some of
the most striking incidents that befell bim are recorded in his autobiography,
but many of them are still unrecorded. It i is, we think, important that these
should be gathered up before the memory of them be gone. In our present
number we shall narrate two of these. The outline of the first was received
from the late Mr Trotter, as related to him by the Dr himself. By infor-
* mgtion derived from Dr Keir I have been able to connect it with the pre-
che “sbot where the incident took place, and to identify the mdmdua.l who

was the subject of it

.
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H
The incident took place on one of his first visits to Prince Edward Tsland.!
He was proceeding to Princetown in company with a guide. The old}
Church at Princetown was two or three miles distant from the preseit one,’
nearer to the North Shore. Even this Church was not then erected, but it;
was on the same spot that he held his tent preaching during his first visits.:
My Monigomery, with whom he lodged, lived close by. Around where the;
present Church stands for some distance all was forest, in which scarcely a)
break had yet been made by the axe of the settler. As they were in this,
neighbourhood the guide unexpectedly discovered that they had lost theiry
way. As commonly happens in such circumstances they had come back:
.upon their own track. The guide was surprised, he said he knew every{
step of the way, and ho could not understand how he had missed it, but pro-t.
posed to try it again. They did o, but with the same result. The man!}
said, “That’s very strange. I know the way perfeetly, but you have beent
talking to me, (The Doctor in all his travels had a habit, and we might say
a rare gift of kecping up a stream of edifying conversation in whatever com- j
pany he might be.) We'll try it again, and don’t say anything to me—=;
They made a third attempt, but with little better result, and this time night:
came on. Coming upon the hut of a new settler they resolved to remain }
there all night. They went in and the guide introduced him as Mr McGre-
gor, a minister from Pictou. The owner of the house received him very un-:
graciously, and showed no disposition to retain them. “Oh,” said the Doc—i
tor, “it is now late and you would not turn us out.” The man consented to
entertain then for the night, though with no great cordiality. In the mom-!
ing he told them they were to have “ a raising,” that is to erect a frame, and :
as they were scarce of hands, he thought that in return for the entertain-|
ment of the night they ought to lend their assistance. The Doctor consent-
ed, judging that all the men at least would be present (if not the women, as |
was sometimes the case in those days), and that he might thus bave an op- .
portunity of addressing & word of exhortation to those assembled. Whep !
the frame was raised he accordingly said, * Now that job is completed, I will |
preach to you.” He accordingly took out a« pocket Bible, and, laying 16 |
upon a stump, he gave out a Psalm, which he sang himself. He then pray-!
ed and gave out a text. On commencing his sermon the company were :
standing or lounging round, some with an aiv of indifference and others Jook- -
ing on with curiosity, but his host of the night before among the most distant. |
Tt was his practice on such occasions not to stick very closely to his text,bat
to say what he thought most striking. As he went on with his discourse,
the company began to draw nearer, until before he was done he had them ail
close around him, with upturned faces eagerly listening to the word of life.
Iis host of the night before was the last to come in, but ultimately he joined
the rest. 'When the service was over he came up to the Doctor and said,
“ T want you to come back and stay withme to-night” The Doctor replied,
“Why, I came to your house last night and you were unwilling to keep me,”
“I know I was,” said the man, “but I was wrong. I heard part of your
sermon to-day, and I should have heard the whole of it. T want you to coree
and stay with me to-night and tcll me more of what you have been telling us
to-day.” The man also argued that he could not get to the place at which
he intended to preach in time to have service that day, but that word could
be circulated of service on the following day, and that he would then go with
him to conduct him. The Doctor felt it his duty to comply witl;the requedt
thus urgently made, and accordingly spent most of the night with %% in ve-
ligious conversation, It was a n.ght of gladuess in that cottage. Tl day-

4
.
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spring from on high” visited that humble abode,  the wilderness and the so-
‘litary place were glad” for the messenger of salvation, and there was “joy ‘n
heaven among the angels of God over a sinner repenting” That night
“salvation came to that house.” We know not how long the man’s anxiety
- continued, but we know that ultimately he was filled with “joy and peace in
. believing.”  He not only accompanied the Doctor to preaching on the fol-
. Jowing day, but cagerly waited on him in all his ministrations during the
- time of his visit. It is said that the man was ever after a very pious man,
. and an influential member of the Church. When Dr MeGregor visited the
¢ Xsland he used to accompany him on bis travels through other settlements.
A 1t is also said that Dr Kcir's present Church stands very near the scene of
v Ris first interview with this man, and we have even been told on the very spot
i where that barn frame was raised.

¥ This Jast circumstance, which we believe was mentioned by Dr McGre-
% gor, has enabled us to identify the individual as J T—r, who then
{ dived where the present Church stands. The present Church lot was bought
i, from him, and the Church was erccted within what was his homestead. He
i was an elder in the Church before Dr Keir arriveds  In his house Dr Xeir
¢ Yodged for two years after his arrival, he having erected a log addition to it
¢ for that purpose. He was a uscful man while he lived, and his son is now
, an elder.
¢ The second incident we infend to record is of a similar character. The
§ seene of it also was in Prince Edward Tsland, but in a different part of the
;. ¥sland. The Doctor was staying at the house of Mr William Douglas, St.
4 Peter’s, then or afterward an elder. When the family, on Saturday night
i or Sabbath morning, we are uncertain which, assembled for family wership,
. the Doctor asked it all about the house were present.  The reply was, ail
except an Englishman who did not care for the servine. *Oh,” said the
, Doctor, “bring fiim in, he has a soul to be saved.” When worship was
over the Doctor entered into conversation, and fonnd him to have been a
man-of-war sailor.  IHaving heard what part of England he was from, the
Doctor asked if they had any good ministers there,  ITe replied, « Yes, we
“had a Mr Romaine there”  * Indeed,” said the Dactar, % did you know Mr
Bomaine < Yes, my father was a member of his Church.  Did gou know
him” the man asked in return. “No,” said the Doctor, “but I know his
“writings. Have you any of them?”  #¥es, I have one that my father put
. in my trunk when I first went {o sea”  On the Doetor asking to sce it the
. an brought it forth. Tt was one of Romaine’s works on faith. The Doc-
tor then said, “I think you have been well brought up”  « Yes,” said the
man, “my father was a good man and I had good instruetion.” ¢ T am afraid
that you have not profited much by your early instruction,” replics the Doe-
tor. The man assented. ¢ Going on board a man-of-war did not do you
. youch good” The man confessed with shame how irregular had been his
Tife there.  « And is it »ot time that you were beginning to think scriously
about your past life and a future world?” The man professed humbly to
fecl that it was so.  “ Then come and hear me preach and see if I preach
Iike Mr Romaine” The man did so. On returning the Doctor asked, “ Do
1 preach like Mr Romaine ?” *Yes,” replied the wan, “you do. I have
heard some of the same things T have heard from Mr Romaine.” The Dae-
tor continued to ply him with warning, with instruction and with invita’ion,
. and theresult was, as in the last case, that he became a sincerely picus man..
1 Asip'that instance too he became a very active and uscful member of the
* Qhurch. When the late Rev Peter Gordon was settled in St. Peter’s he be-
%
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came an elder, and Mr Gordon stated to a minister who visited him that he
was the most active he had in his | .ngregation,

These two narratives, which from their similarity in some respects we
have placed together, suggest several reflections. They both afford an ex~
emplification of' the remarkable manner in which Providence orders events
for gathering in his chosen into his fold. Iow strange that the ministers
guide losing his way should be the means by which God would bring salva-
tion to that man, and, in the second case, huw strange that an individeal
should be spared through a life of sin, amid battle and shipwreck, and ¥ix
steps at length gnided to meet, in a place far distant from the land of Kz
birth, the travelling missionary, who should he honored of God to lead him
in the way of peace.  But wherever there is an elect soul, God is never at =
loss for means to accomplish his purpose of mercy with regard to it.  Some
of the circumstances in the train of events by which his designs are carrie@
out may seem trifling, but none of them are accidental. They all form pard
of that scheme of Providence, which is but the execution of that eternal pur=
pose which (iod hath purposed in himself before the world . 'gan.

Secondly. Both narratives show the propriety of embracing every oppor-
tunity aftorded us in Providence for preaching the gospel.  Few would have
thoughbt of the uccasion of raising a frame as one suitable for proclainiing
Christ crucitied. But we sce what happy results flowed from embracing
st h an cecasion.  Iow appropriate the apostolic injunction, « Preach the
word; be instant in season and owi' of season.” 'The last case teaches us tp
embrace the opportunities which may be afforde¢ us in onr private inte
cotrse with individuals to deal faithfully with them regarding their great
coneern.

Thirdly. Both nareatives show that we ave not to despair of the salvation,
even of tho<e whose characters appear most unpromising. nor should we de-
spise any.  Divine grae > is sovercign' in its ¢hoice, and otten those whow we
least expeet are made the monuments of divine grace.  Who in looking npnn
the inturinted company, who either beleld or took part in the murder of
Stephen, woull have supposed that among the first trophies of’ divine power
and love. should be that young man at whose feet the witnesses laid theie
clothes—and that e would zfterward be one of the most laborious and sue-
cessful preachers of that faith which now e was so zealots in destroying.
Neither should we despise any.  There iz no man beneath the notice of the
minister of the gospel.  “ e has a soul to be saved,” a frequent remark of
Dr MeGregor's, conveys a trath of solemn and awful importance.  Somw: of
those whom we may lightly esteem may be in God’s sight “ chosen vesse¥s
unto him.”

Lastly. Wesee the benefit of early pavental training. The seed of divine
truth carly sown in the young heart may long lay dormant, and may seem i
have perished for ever ; yet favoring circumstances in the Providence of Ged
and the influence of the Divine Spirit may cause it yet to germinate, and i
bear fruit unto life eternal. We know not in what circumstances it may ap-
pear. Little did the parents of the last individual, when they saw their som
enter the navy and follow his career of sin, imagine that the seed they hadl
sowi: should spring up in what was then the wilds of Prince Edward Island.
How strixingly does this illustrate the divine saying, ¢ Cast thy bread upon
the waters, fur thou shalt find it after many days.” -
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NOTES ON THE AMERICAN CHURCHES.
No. I .
AI\iERICAN PRESBYTERIANISM.

“Taz essential and distinciive features of Presbyterianism are the same
-everywhere. The grand peculiarities of the system have been adherence to
the system of doctrine usually known as Calvinism, simplicity of worship,
and a mode of Church government equally opposed on the oune hand to pre-
latic assumption, and on the other to congregational licentiousness. Yet with
this general agreement, there will be considerable varicety as to details. As
water partakes of the character of the soil and the rocks through which it
percolates, so Presbyterianizm is variously modified by the state of society
in which it developes itself, the national peculiarities of its adherents, and
the circumstances which have arisen to modify its history.

The Presbyterianism of Nova Scotia is almost entirely of the Scottish
type ;—(long may it rctain this character)—and in all our proceedings we
lock to the land of Knox for our models in doctrine, discipline and order.
Yet we cannot forget that there are other types of Presbyterianism on our
own borders, which cannot fail to exercise an influence upon us. Our posi-
tion, and the increasing intercourse between the Provinces and the United
States, will tend to bring us into closer contact with them, and we should
make ourselves acquainted with their peculiarities, that we may avoid what
is evil, and profit by what is good, among them. At all events, it i3 not
creditable to be ignorant of the history and condition of Presbyterianism in
2 country in such close proximity. For these reasons, in giving & few notes
on the American Churches, we shall commence with an account of the dif-
ferent Presbyterian bodies in that country.

To a person first examining this subject, it will be a maiter of surprise to
£ind that in a country where are no questions of state endowments to cause
separation, there are no less than seven bodies of Orthodox Presbyterians,
most of whom profeszedly adopt the Westminster Standards as their Confes-
sion, besides others which, though having the Presbyterian name, have de-
parted from the faith. Sceme of these bodies are of foreign origin, and others
are peculiar to America.

The most important of these, and that to which our attention is naturally
first direeted, are the two General Assemblies, usnally known as the Old
and New School, but each claiming to be properly the Preshyterian Church
of the United States.  To understand their peculiar position, we must take
g brief review of their history.

The Presbyterians of the United States originally consisted of emigrants
from different quarters. Many of the Puritans of New England were Pres-
byterians, and several of the ministers, who were instromental in laying the
foundation of the Presbyterian Chwrch of the United Stades, were from this
quarter. Many of the original Presbyterian ministers and congregations
were emigrants from Scotland and Ireland, while not a few were the descend-
ants of the exiled Huguenots of France. These were the prineipal elements
of which the Preshyterian Church was originally composed, and of these, the
Seatch or Scotch Trish seems to have been the predominant one.

The ministers who Iabored among the Presbyterian emigrants did not he-
come organized in a corporate capacity till the year 1705, when the Presby-
tery of Philadelphia was formed. In the year 1716 they were formed into
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a Synod, consisting of three Presbyteries. It was not, however, till the year
1729 that an act was passed requiring subseription to the Westminster Con-
fession of Faith from all minivers and candidates for licensure. It is not,
however, by any means to be inferred from this, that the body did not pre-
viously hold the principles of that standard, or that they did not feel their
importance. On the contrary, there is abundant evidence that they were
zealous in the maintenance of Calvinistic principles.—All ministers sceking
admission were subjected to a thorough examination as to their soundness in
the faith, and sometimes the Westminster Standards were used as a test of
orthodoxy.

The “adopting act,” as it has been commonly called, contains a clause
which has been the subject of much discussion in the recent division of the
Church.  After declaring that no candidate for the ministry shall be admit-
ted to the sacred office without declaring his approval of the Confession of
Faith, it adds, “ And in case any minister of this Synod, or candidate for the
ministry, shall have any scruple with respect to any article or articles of said
Confession or Catechisms, he shall, at the time of his making the said decla-
ration, declare his sentiments to the Presbytery or Synod,—who shall, not-
withstanding, admit him to the exercise of the ministry within our bounds,
and to ministerial communion, if the Synod or Presbytery shall judge his
scruple or mistake to be only about articles not essential and pecessary in
doctrine, worship and government. But if the Synod or Presbytery shall
Judge such candidate or minister erroneous in essential or necessary articles
of taith, the Synod or Presbytery shall declare them incapable of communion
with them.”

The object of this act, as stated by those who introduced it, was to adopt
more efficient means to guard against the introduction of error. To this the
Synod was prompted by the dangers among themselves, and partly by the
infected condition of some bodies, from which they had been acenstomed to
receive ministers on certificate.  The unfortunate clause above quoted seems
to have been introduced for the sake of unanimity, as there were some mem-
bers of the body, from England or New England, who though thoroughly
Calvinistic in their doctrines, had not the same veneration for the Westmin-
ster Standards as the Scoteh and Irish. We have referred to this clause
because it has formed the battle ground between the Old and New School
parties. The New Sehool party have maintained, that all that was intended
by this act was, that their ministers should hold the essential doctrines of
Christianity, and they would shelter under it Arminian and ceven Pelagian
errors, although one ohject of the framers of the act was to gnard against
these very errors.  Such a view is contradicted by the whole history of the
Synod before and afterward—and partivularly by the action of the Syned
on the very day the act was passed.  Their records bear that in the after-
noon all the ministers present, except one, aceeded to the resolution, “after
proposing all the seruples that any of them Tiad to make against any articles
and expressions in the Confession of Faith, aud Lavser and Shorter Cate-
chisms of the Assembly of Divines at Westminster, unanimously agreed to
the solution of those seruples, and in declaring the said Confession and Ca-
techizms 10 be the Coniussion of their faith, excepting only some clauses of
the 20th and 23rd chapters, concerning which elauses the Synod unanimons-
Iy declared that they did not receive sueh articles in any sueh sense, as to
suppose the civil magistrate hath a controlling power over Synods, with
Tespect to the exercise of ministerial aunthority, or power to prrscente any
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for their religion, or in any sense contrary to the Protestant succession to
the throne of Great Britain.”

It would appear then that when the scruples of the different members
were examined, they all referred to the ‘powers of the civil magisirate in

matters of rehglon but jealousies having afterwards avisen on account of
the clause in question, the Synod passed an aet in 1736, declaring that # the
Syrod have adopted, and still do adhere to the Westminster Confession, Ca-
techisms, and Directory, without the least variation or alteration, and with--
out any regard to such distinctions,” (viz., the distinctions mentioned in the
original act).*

As we have spoken of the objections to those portion- of the Confession of
Faith, which relate to the powers of the Civil Magistrate in reference to re-
ligion, we may as well state here the position of the Preshyterian bodies
in the United States in velation to them. It is well known that the United
Presbyterian Church do not require assent to those parts of the Confessson
of Faith, which seem to teach ¢ persecuting or intolerant principles in reli-
gion.” They are such as Chap. xxi. §4, xxiii. 8, and the 109th question in
the Larger Catechism, where ¢ tolerating a false religion” isreckoned among
the sins forbidden in the Second Commandment.

The members of the Established and Free Churches of Scotland have
made it matter of serious accusation against the United Preshyterian Church
that she does not receive the Confsssion of Faith in its entirety, becausc she
does not require Ler members to assent to what may be considered as teach-
ing “persceuting and intolerant principles in religion.” It haseven heen =aid
that she has dcp'u ted from all that the carly Secoders contended for, as if the
men who ook so noble a ~tand for the freedom off Christ’s Church, wanted
nothing more ihan that the magistrates should y.ersecute heretics.  The Free
Chureh in Nova Scotia have made it a ground {or refusing to unite with us,
that the U. P. Church in Scotland had adopted new light views on the pow-
ers of the civil magistrate,  Yet many will be surprized to learn, that the
Presbyterian Clhurch of the United Siates have not only expunged the objee-
tionable pasts from the Confession, but in the case of the celebrated 31d see-
tion of chapter i, have substituted ~mnc(hing altogether different.  Yet
they are in the eyes of our Kirk and Free Chureh brethren a very orthodox
body—their money i» very acceplable—uand ministers of the {wo former ho-
dies unite with them, withoul any complaint about the mutilation of that
venerable symbal.

To return from this digression ; it s not our ohject fo trace the history of
the Presbyterian Church.  Suffice it to remark, that from this time it gra-
dually increased and overspread the land—that many of its ninisters were
highly distinguished, among whom we may only mention Wither- ~poon, Da-
vies, Dickinson, and the Tennants—that 3t veecived lar e aueessions quring
the revisals of religion which took place about the middle of the Tast contury
under these men—and that for many years il was distinguished by its faith-
ful adherence to the doctrines of die Chureh of Scotland.

Our attention must be divected more pastirnlarly io the “plan of union,”
as it was commonﬂy called, adopt=d in the year 1801 Up 61l this period
the Puritans of New England generally veinined the faith” of Westminster.
If the Confession of Faith was not formally adopted, it was generally ap-
proved, and the Shorter Catechizin was taught in every family.  They had
been coriginally partly Presbyterian and pzu‘t]y Congregational in Church

* Tall particulats regarding the adopting act may be found in Hedge's Constitutional
History, chapters 1 and 2.
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government. Their creed being entirely the same, the interchange of mi--
" nisters was frequent and easy ;* and their differences in Church governmens
ultimately merged in a form of Congregationalisim, considerably modified by
_ Presbyterianism.  Each formed themselves into Consociations and General
Associations, which exercised nearly the power of Presbyteries and Synods..

‘When the West hegan to fill up by emigration from the East, Presbyte-
rians and Congregationalists frequently came together on the same settle-
ment, and their united efforis were frequently necessary to obtain the sexvices
of a minister. Among members of both bodies an impression grew up as te-
the desirableness of means being adopted by which harmony of action might
be maintained. In consequence, the ¢ Plan of Union” was adopted.. Though
we do not desire to cumber our “ Notes” with long documents, yet we think
that the nature of the plan will be best understood by copying it entive—more-
particularly as we believe that most of our readers are unacquainted with it :

“Regulations adopied by the General Assembly of the Presvyterian
Church in America, and by the General Association of the State of Conuec--
ticut, with a view to prevent alienation, and to promoate union and harmeny
in those new settlements; which are composed of inhabitants from these:
bodies.

1. Tt is strictly enjoincd on all their missionaries to the new setilements to
cndeavour, by all proper means, 1o promote mutual forbearance, and a spirit
of accoramodation, between those inhabitants of the new settlements who hold
the Presbyterian, and those who hold the Congregational, form of Church
government.

2. If in the new sctilements any Church of the Congregational order shall
settle a minister of the Presbyterian order, that Church may, if they choose,
still conduet their discipline according to Congregational principles, setiling
their difficulties among themselves, or by a Council mutually agreed upon for
that purpose.  But if any difficulty shall exist between the minister and the
Church, or any member of it, it shall be referrid to the Presbytery to which
the minister shali belong, provided both parties agree to it ; if not, to a Coun-
¢il consisting of an equal number of Presbyterians and Congregationalists

. agreed upon by both parties.

3. If a Presbyterian Church shall settle a minister of Congregational prin-
ciples, that Church may «till conduet their discipline according to Presbyte-
rian principles, exeepting that it a difliculty arvise between him and his Church,
or any member of it, the cause shall be tried by the association to which the
said miaister shall belong, provided both parties agree to it; otherwise by a
Couneil, one Lal{ Congregationalists and the other Presbyterians, nutually
agreed upon by the parties. ) :

4. I any congregation <hall consist partly of thosc_who held the Congre-
gational form of discipline, and partly of tliose who hold the Presbyterian
form, we recommend io both pavties {hat this be no obstruction to their unit-
ing in one Church and settling 2 minister ; and that in this case the Chureh
choose a standing committee from the commmunicants of said Church, whose
busness it shall be to eall to acconnt every member of the Church who shall
conduct himself inconsistently with the laws of christianity, and togive judg-
ment on such conduct. That. if the person condemned by their judgment be
a Presbyterian, he shall have liberty to appeal to the Presbytery s if a Con-
gregationaltst, he shall have liberty te appeal to the body of the male com-

* Many of the older places of worship in the western parts of the Province were n
like manzer built 1o be occupied either by a Congregationalist or Presbyterian minister.
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raunicants of the Church. In the former case the determination of the Pres-
bytery shall be final, unless the Church shall consent to a farther appeal to
the Synod or to the General Assembly ; and in the latter case, if the party
condensned shall wish for a trial by a mutual Council, the cause shall be re-
ferred to such a Council. And providing the said Standing Commiitee of
any Church shall depute one of themselves to attend the Presbytery, he may

kave the same right to sit and act in the Presbytery as a ruling elder of the
Presbyterian Church.”

The anomalons character of this arrangement appears on the face of it.—
It struck at the roots of the Presbyterian form of Church government. Con-
gregational ministers sat in Presbytery as ministers of Presbyterian Church-
es, withont being amenable to its authority—and on the other hand Presby-
terian ministers sat in Presbytery, while placed over Congregational Church-
es, which did not recognize its supervision. And what is still more anoma-
lous, persons not ordained as ruling elders were permitted to sit in Presby-
tery and higher Church Courts as Coremittee men.

‘What might have been the result had the New England Churches conti-
nued sound in the faith, it is impossible to tell. But matters were brought
to an issue by the prevalence of false doctrine amongthem. Under the Plan
of Union in the four Synods in Western New York and Northern Ohio, com-
monly called the Western Reserve, about half the Churches were Congrega-
tional, and portions of others preferred that form. Among these Churches
there was a gencral understanding that the Westminster Confession was the
standard of the body, yet it was not formally adopted. There was a general
idea in favor of the Shorter Catechism as an epitome of the Confession of
Faith, yet they did not hold themselves ¢committed even to that. Each had
its own creed, which it altered, modified or abandoned, at pleasure. Through
the influence of the revival men, who preached in the West for six or eight
years from 1826, many of these creeds were altered, so as to meet what was
considered the light of the age. In the meantime the course of the Theolo-
gy of New England was downward, and yet, under the * Plan of Union,”
ministers holding the New Theology—men who held the Confession of Faith
only in a general way, or who had not formally declared their adherence to
it at all, were admitted as members of Presbyteries and Synods.  The ope-
rations of the American Education Society and the American Home Missi-
onary Society tended to perpetuate these evils. Roth these Societies were
composed of members of different bodies. The tormer aided persons prepar-
ing for the ministry without reference to the soundness of their faith, and the
Iatter commissioned men of the same stamp as their mission: ries, who, under
the Plan of Union, found an open door for their admission into the Presby-
terian Church.

From these causes a lnrge amount of error had erept into the Church, par-
ticalarly in the Western Rescrve already referred to.  The errors prevalent
were particularly those referred to in our August number, as forming what
is commonly called New England Theology. The attention of the friends of
truth became aroused, and a determined effort was made to arrest their pro-
gress.  After several years of discussion, presecutions for heresy, &e., mat-
ters finally came to acrisis by the decisive events of the years 1837 and 1838.

In the former of these years the Assembly abrogated the Plan of TUnion
in the {ollowing terms, “ As the Plan of Union adopted for the new settle-
ments in 1801 was originally an unconstitutional act on the part of that As-
sembly—these important standing roles having never been submitted to the
Presbyteries—and as they were tofally destitute of authority as proceeding
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from the General Association of Conneeticut, which is invested with no power
1o legislate in such cases, and especially to enact laws to regulate Churches
not within her limits ; and as much confusion and irvegularity have arisen
from this unnatural and unconstitutional system of union, thercfore, it is Re-
solved, "That the act of the Assembly of 1804, entitled a “Plan of Union
be, and the same is hereby abrogated.” The next question was how to deal
with those Synods implicated in this decision. These were four, Geneva,
Genessee, Utica, and Western Reserve. It is acknowledged that in these
Synods were congregations as thoroughly Presbyterian as any in the body,
and that 2 pumber of the Ministers belonging to them were sound in the
faith. The difliculty was to distinguish between these Ministers and Chureh-
es, and those of a different character. The attempt was believed to be im-
practicable, so the Assembly passed what has commonly been called “ the
exscinding act,” declaring severally these four Synods no lonzer parts of the
Presbyterian Church of the United Staies. Provision was made that those
Ministers and Presbyteries, which were strictly Presbytedan in doctrine
and order, might be exempted from the opcration of this act, by application.®

This act has been the subject of much discussion—as to the necessity of
proceeding in the case, the Assembly’s right to take such a step, and the
propriety of the mode adopted. To persons at a distance, especially Scotch
Presbyterians, there will, we think, be little dispute as to the main points
at issue. The only point on which a question might be raised, is whether
means might not have been adopled to distinguish between what was really
sound, and what was not. As it happened, & number of excellent ministers
found themselves out of the Church before they knew what was doing. The
reasons however, which indeced the Assembly to take the courseit did were
strong, and we do not say that they were insufficient.

At the meeting of Assembly in 1838, Commissioners from the exscinded
Synods appeared and claimed to take their scais. The standing committee
on commissions, according to the appointment of the last Assembly, refused
to enrol their names as Comrmissioners ; and the Moderator decided that it
was out of order to put a motion on the subject, until the Assembly was
fully organized by the appointment of a new Moderator, wherenpon the
New School party appointed a new Moderator and Clerks, and proceeded
to another house where they met, claiming still to be “ ¢ke Creneral Assem-
bly of the Presbyterian Church of the United States.”

From this date the two bodies have existed separately, each claiming to
be ¢ the General Assembly,” &ec. Their position eame up before the courts
of law on a question as to the property of the original body. In one trial the
decision went in favor of the New School ; but on being carried to & higher
Court it was set aside, when the parties agreed to a compromise.

From this narrative of these transactions, which we have thought it advi-

- sable o give at some length, the origin and character of the two bodies will
be at once perceived. It wiil be seen that while the ostensible greund of se-
paration was the plan of union with Congregationalists, yet that doctrinal
differences had much o do with th¢ subject. It will be seen that the Old
School took its stand upon the principle of a closc adherence to the Confes-
sion of Faith, while the New received it only in & general way, and had a
large mixture of errors within its pale. Xt is fax from being the fact that all
its members were unsound, or that all who were stedfastly attached to the
Westminster Confession adhered to the Old. MMany such adhered to the

*Those who desire fuller information as to the matter, will find it in the concluding
tkapiers of Woods' Old and New Theology. :
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New from love of peace, and many others because they considered the acts

of the Assembly oppressive and unjust.
‘We have already, however, occupied so' much space that we must reserve

farther remark for another article.

GOING IIOME.

W= said that the days were evil, For care can darken the cottage
‘We felt that they might be few, As well as the palace hearth,
For low was our fortune’s level, And birthrights are sold for pottage,
And heavy the winters grew. But never redeemed on earth.
But one who had no possession
Looked up to the azure dome, The Springs have gone by in sorrow,
And said, in his simple fashion— The Summers were grieved away,

¢« Dear friends, we arc going home.”  And ever we feared to-morrow,
And ever we blamed to-day.

“ This world is the same dull market In depths which the Searcher sounded,
That wearied its carliest sage, Ol hills which the high heart clomb,
The times to the wise are dark yet, Have trouble and toil abounded,
Aud so hath been many an age ; But friends we are going home.
And rich grow the toiling nations, .
And red grow the battle spears, Our faith was the bravest builder,
And dreary with desolations But found not a stone of trust;
Roll onward the laden years. Our love was the faivest gilder,
But lavished its wealth on dust.
YWhat need of the changeless story And time bath the fabric shaken,
Which time hath so often told, And fortune the clay hath shown,
TFhe spectre that follows glory, For much they have changed and taken,
The canker that comes with gold,— But nothing that was our own.
That wisdom and strength and honor
Must fade like the far sea-foam, The light that to us made baser
And death is the only winner ; The paths which so many choose,
But, £ ~nds, we are going home. The gifts there was found no place for,
The riches we could not use.
The houses we had hopes to rest in The heart that when life was wintry
‘Were open tosin and strife, Found summer in strain and tome
The dreams that our youth were blest in ~ With these, to our kin and country,
Were not for the wear of life; Dear friends, we are going home.

[The above exquisite lines are by Frances Brown, the blind poetess, and
were originally published in the Atheneum. We have seen a number of
other short pieces from her pen, all indicating the possession of the poetic
gift in no ordinary degree : but we regret to observe that, though she fre-
quently wiates on subjects where we would suppose that religion would be in-
troduced, she yet never refers to the Saviour. Indeed, in this respect she
writes at times as one might be expected to do living where the Bible had
=ot been enjoyed.]—ED. INSTRUCTOR.

7

-

Temperance,

MY DEACON. carried on a respectable business, and

‘When I first knew him, some five-and- had made some way in the world. Be-
twenty years ago, he was a tall, well-pro- fore he became a professor of religion he
portioned, middie-aged man, of a ruddy bad married, but his wife, although pos-
countenance and obliging manners. He sessing some amiable gualities, was not
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likely to prove & very sufficient help-
meet for him.  She was a very helpless
creature in the housc. which was teo of-
ter a scene of disorder; the children
weve tawdrily dressed, and permitied to
have their own will and their own way ;
-and her hushawld discovered at length
that neither for the present, nor for the
future life, had he made a wise choice.

On entering upon my pastoral luties
at IL , Mr K., for such was the
deacon’s name, gave me a cordial wel-
come. e wasopen, frank, warm-heart-
ed, but, as I soon’ discovered, impetuous
and fiery. He was much esteemed by
his brother deacous, and by the ¢hurch
generally ; and almost idolized by the
children of the Sabbath-school. From
the first day of my settlement, to the
close of his sad career, he evineed an un-
wavering confidence in me, as his pastor
and triend.  For two years after our con-
nection was formed, he was a pattern to
all believers. While attending diligent-
ly to his busines:, he was ravely absent
from the week-night services of the
church; he also found thae for visiting
the sick, and paid special attention to
youthful inquirers. Ilow arcatly did my
heart rejoice over brother R But, alas!
a sad change was at hand ;—decay bad
already begun within him.

Years wrought no improvement in the
domestic babits of his wise, She became
more thoughtless, more slatternly in her
habits, more uniit for the duties ofa wife,
a mistress, and the mother of a family.
This her husband saw and felt. It trou-
bled him—it wounded bis pride—he be-
came dissatisfied with the state of things
in his kouse, with the appeavance and
habits of bis children, and, although he
felt the deepest pity for his wife, who
was evidently beconmming imbecile, he
found less and less pleasure in home l—
This was a critical period in Mr Rslife,
a period of imminent danger, and of sore
distress. Oh! had he but carried his
troubles to the threne of grace;-had he
continted to otei vounsel aad comfort
in prayer, and in reading the Scriptures;
had he, at this time, opened his heart to
some eminently pious Christian, the
dreadful future might have been escap-
¢d! Bat, alas! pride shut hisheart, and
ke spoke not to any of that which was
eating like a canker-worm into his soul.
He Lraoded over his grief, began to en-
tertain hard thoughts of God, wandered
much alone, and appeared to all who met
bim a man overwhelmed with cares.—

Ay Deacon.
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His attendance at the house of God be-
came irregular, while it was known that
his evenings were not spent in his own
house. Where were they speat? An
unexpected incident furnished me with
an answer to this question.

Declensions in religion may become
manifest to the carefnl obscrver, even
while attendance on external ordinances
continues regular. I thought I perceiv-
cd a difference in Mr R., and endeavour-
ed to make our private conversation turn
more fully on persoual religion—on the
state of ns soul.  1le was reserved. less
open than formerly ; such conversation
seemed to give him pain.  But when he
began to absent himself from the sane-
tnary, 1 vesolved to remonstrate with him
in the kindest, but the firmest manner.

“ X have been much grieved,” I said,
“by your frequert absence from our
meetings of late.”

“My business,” he replied, “now
makes larger demands upon my time
than fo-merly ; and for some time past, I
have Lad many appointments with cus-
tomers in the evening. I lament this,
but cannot help it.”

I was not satisfied with this answer,
and I saw at a glance that the answer
did not satisfv him. His countenance
told of a wounded spivit, and I thought
of an accusing conscience. After this
conversation he attended the means of
grace with almost bis former regularity ;
but his face wore an unhappy expression.
Soon titere was a relapse—then another
conversation, followed by a briefamend-
ment;~-then another relapse of longer
duration than the former. Matters were
now approaching a crisis. Iovil surmises
were very rife.  Many were whispering
of a secret evil.  Mr R. was an object of
general suspicion. But did those who
thus suspected him and falked of their
suspicions, go and take the supposed fail-
en brother by the hand, and in the spi-
rit of meekness tell him their apprehen-
sions and warn him of his danger ? Had
they done this, perhaps this fallen one
might have been restored. But they
looked coldly on him—they left him to
Icarn their suspicions from the lips of
enemies, who took a malicious pleasure
in giving a stronger meaning to the un-
brotherly observations which some of hig
fellow members bad made. This hard-
ened his hoart!

1 bad occasion late one ¢vening to en-
ter a public house, baving been sent for
to visit a traveller thought to be dyibg,
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and was loudly calling out that he was
going to be damned—that the devil was
sicting on the bed—flashing five from his
eyes—tormenting him with descriptions
first of heaven, then of hell; and cver
and anon adding * [ am waiting for your
soul!” T found the wretched man suf-
fering from “ delirtum tremens,” and of
course all words were thrown away up-
on him. I was glad to escape from his
chamber, but on erossing a passage,a door
opened, and I saw Br R. sitting with
two strangers. [lis face was towards
me, and appeared much tlushed.  Glass-
es, pipes, pitchers of hot water were on
the table ; the fumes of punch and to-
baceo were strong as they reached the
door, in passing which our cyes met in
mutual surprise, and we both started.—
My worst fears of him were now realized.
and I returned home in greatanguish.—
Tlour after hour I spent in prayer, and
in considering what would be best to be
done. I resolved to’seck an interview
with him the next day. Ididso, but he
was not to be found. I tried the day
following, but with no better success.—
He shunned me—that was clear. Days

assed before I saw him.  There was,
however, an advantage in this, for in the
meantime I obtained precise information
that, in that room, and with these or si-
milar companions he had wany weeks
been in the habit of spending most of
of hic evenings. At length we met and
the following conversation passed De-
tween us.

“1 was deeply grieved. brother R,
to sce you the other night at the ¢ Nag’s
Head,” and occupied as you weve I”

“1Why, the fact is, the two gentlemen
and I had matters of business to settle,
and as they had fixed on that as the
place of meeting, and I had money to
rc]-ceive of them, I was obliged to com-

> ,.7’

*That wag unfortunate, for public
liouses are bad places for the settlement
of business, and it is neither seemly nor
safe for Christians to frequent such
places.”

“ Frequent them! true, that is very
bad; but any man, however strong his
dislike to such houses, may be obliged

ccasionally to visit them; and is there
any sin in that ?”

“The sin will depend on ecircumstan-
ces—for example whether the visit be
absolutely necessary, and whether the
mind go with the body; for 1fa man can
possibly avoid entering, he ought ; but
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if he cannot, then his stay ought to be
of the briefest; and he ought while there
to feel anxious 1o be gone.”

«J was not there many houwrs, and T
assure_you I wu- far from being easy
while I remained.”

“ 1 am sure you ought not to have
been casy : but, my dear friend, I am
afvaid- that was not the first evening
by many which you have spent in that
room.”

e crimsoned, bot whether from
shame or from suppressed passion, I could
not tell. ~ After a pause, harsaid, “ I ad-
mit that I am obliged sometimes to meet
my customers there. Indeed I have a
number of customers who will not settle
their accounts anywhere but at the Nag's
lead.” i

“Then would it not be better for you
to refuse their custom ?  If their custom
be coupled with such conditions, it can-
not be profitable. You will run far
greater risks of injury to yowr bodily
health, your peace of mind, your useful-
ness as 2 Christian, the safety of your
soul, the welfare of your family, to say
nothing of your temporal circumstauces,
than any profitaccruing from your trans-
actior : with them can compensate.”

« I know it is a temptation. and I am
alive to the danger ; but I am in strai-
tened circumstances, and cannot afford
to lose a single customer.”

“ But have you lost faith in God ?
Does not your heavenly Father know
what things you need ? and if you per-
sist in doing what is right, will he not
provide for you and your family ?”

# But, sir, I am driven from home;
there is nothing there to give me plea-
sure; I have no comfort there ; no none
atall 17

« Then I fear it is not your business
chiefly which leads you to the public
house ; you go there as a refuge from
the troubles of home ; but is not this ad-
ding fuel to the fire which is consuming
your soul ?”

«“Itis! XLknow itis! I confess to
you I have taken glass after glass to
drown the thoughts which are a terror
tome!”

“ But don’t those terror-striking
thoughts come back doubly armed, and
when the stimulating effects of the bran-
dy are gone, are you not a terror to your-
self 2

“Tam,Iam! Oh,Iam miserable!
And the future—"

% Then why not determine a¢ once
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never to enter that house again ; never
more to taste any intoxicating drink ?
I tell you solemuly but affectionately,
thatnothing can save you from ruin, from
disgrace, from hell, if you do not.”

“ Tl try,” he said, with a heavy sigh,
almost a groan ofageny. Aflerremind-
ing him of his religious standing, of the
injury which his fall could not but do to
the cause of the Saviour, and of the ef-
feets likely to be produced on his chil-
dren, Iprayed with him and then took
my departure with, I confess but little
hope that he would ever break away
from the evil by which he was ensnared.

After this weeks, months, rolled away
with but little perceptible change in his
outward demeanour; but I met him of-
ten, for I feared the worst. And often
I warned him, and remonstrated, and
prayed, and entreated, and wept. e
always heard me with patience, for he
konew I was sincerely anxious for his
welfare ; sometimes he was greatly mo-
ved ; at other times he attempted to
palliate his sins by a reference to the
inconsistencies of other members of the
church—bnt the glass—oh, the tempting
fiery glass ! with its false inspiration, of-
fering him a momentary relief from a
burden every day becoming more op-
pressive, but which failed not to bind
upon his soul a burden of its own, and
to diminish his power both of endurance
and of resistance—the glass at length
sealed his doom !

Mr. R had neveryet been known to
be drunk, although there was much rea-
son to fear that he had become mighty
to drink strong drink, and could take

lass after glass without being apparent-

v much “the worse for the licuor.”
He stood long on the brink of the pre-
cipice ; but at length he fell into the
frightful abyss! One evening he was
seen moving towards his home ; he stag-
gered, he fell, was mnable to rise, was
hfted up, the man lifting him up exclaim-
ing in a sneering tone, * What R., is this
you ? you godly man, why you'll be
turned out of the church for this!”
Thus had he caused the enemy to blas-
pheme. It was now talked of in every
company in every public house. ¢« Ah'!
R. one of the deacons of the——church
has turned out a drunkard ! He has done
the thing secrctly a long time, but it's
all out at last, for he was rolling in the
sewer the other night, and they will not
be able to wash him clean again, I fan-
cy",
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« Well, Tknow another or two of them
that can take their half bottle of port,
or their three nr four glasses of brandy-
and-water ; and, mind what I say they
are no better than they should be,
and won't always stand on their fect”’

“Let him that standeth take heed lest
he fall,” said another pot-companion,who
himself had been a professor of religion,
and who had always a passage of Scrip-
tuve on his lips when he was drunkl

All this passed in the hearing of a
youth who inwardly resolved that he
would not bring disgrace upon religion
by falling in to the same sin, for from
that moment not a drop of the “accursed
thing ” should ever pass his lips Tt was
a happy resolve !

After his public disgrace, Mr. R. threw
off all restraint. Occasionally he came
to the chapel ; but soon he ceased to at-
tend altogether. Atthis period I visited
him move frequently than ever. I still
hoped he might be reclaimed. There
were seasons in which he bitterly lamen-
ted his state and he would walk about
the room wringing his bands, and ex-
claiming in the most piercing accents,
% Oh, I am lost ! lost for ever ! Thereis
no hope ! How have I fallen! I have
crucified the Son of God afresh. Ihave
put him to open shame. I have flled
the mouths ot his adversaries. I have
sinned against the Holy Ghost ; no, itis
impossxbfe to renew me again to repen-
tance. I shall be damned—damned to
all eternity. I am damned now ;the
hell of remorse has already kindled its
fires in my soul !

But as he thus raved in his maddened
arief, he would pour out for himself a
dose of the poison which was destroying
him, and .{) was obliged to leave him,
sick at heart, and echoing his own words,
“No, there is no hope !*

Behold the once amiable, active, and
beloved R., now a confirmed drunkard !
‘What an awful change ! Soon his bodily
health began to fail—still he drank ; his
business declined, the customers who
drew him within the enchanted circle
of temptation being the first to forsake
him—he drank more desperately than
ever; ruin hung over his affairs, and his
constitution, never very strong, was fast
breaking up : he appeared a trembling
emaciated old man, a physical, as well ag
a moral wreck. All these changes bad
been produced within two short years
but though on the brink of the graves
he put the cup more frequently to his
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lips. Now he was seldom sober ;but the
end was at hand. '

Passing the end of the street, at the
corner of which Mr R’s house stood, I
saw a crowd gathered together. There
was an auction sale ; his effects were be-
ing sold to meet the claims of his_credi-
tors. But where was the miserable man
himself? He had just been taken from
bed and conveyed to a neighbour’s house,
that the bedon which he had been lying
and the blankets which had covered him
might be sold to the highest bidder.
But he was dying ! T could only catch
a few broken words, aw{ul words ! Yes
drink—ruin —backslider— miserable—
back—lost —hell?” Then there was
a heavy groan, for a moment & wild
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rolling of the eyes; convulsions succeed-
ed—then a sexeam of horror, which at
at this distant interval I can fancy to be
ringing ,in my ears; and then all was
still—still —for death reigned therve !

I offer no reflections on this sad nar-
rative. It speaks for itself. But T will
add, that had Mr. R. been a total ab-
stainer from all intoxicating drinks, he
might have been alive at thisday, a use-
ful member of the Church of Christ ;
or, if called away from carth in the ar-
rangements of Providence, he would
have finished his earthly course with
joy, and then have entered on the rest
which is prepared for the people of God.
—Christian Witness.

Religious Miscellany.

A LILY AMONG THORNS.

In the Stirling Newspapers, several
years ago, there appeared the following
notice: “Died on the 16th January,
Jeanic Wilson, in the 87th year of her
age.”

It was the death not of one “ wise af-
ter the flesh,” or “mighty,” or “no-
ble,” in the annals of the world, but of
one singularly wise in “ the wisdom that
cometh from above ;” and mighty and
noble indeed, because a “ joint-herr with
Christ.” And when she had to use her
own expressive language, © flitted to the
upper sanctuary, she left large broad
evidences behind her that her “ memory
was blessed,”—that she was to be * had
in everlasting rememberance.”  Seldom
perhaps, has there been a case that fur-
nished a more lively illustration of such
words as these,—Behold, God exalteth
Dy his power ; who teachell like him ?”
¢ Instead of the thorn shall come up the
fir-tree, and instead of the brier the
myrtle-tree, and it shall be to the Lord
for a name, for an everlasting sign that
shall not be cut off.”

The “ Wilsons” were a tribe of tra-
velling tinkers who bad their head-quar-
ters in the Raploch, a village at the foot
of the Stirling Castle Rock.  They made
spoons, and mended kettles; bat their
making and mending seem to bave been
much less gainful than their begging and
thieving. They made long summer ex-
cursions, in companies of from ten to
twenty, with beasts to carry their child-

ren, and their tents; and, as they moved
on they were often the terror of the coun-
try. The young amongst them were
reckless and vicious ; the old tyrannical
and hardened in sin.

Such were the * thorns.” But amongst
them there was “ a lily,” to the praise of
God’s grace. Glorious grace! going after
ter the most fatally lost until it finds
them ; and from among our Sauls, and
Magdalenes, and Manasschs, apd Jeanie
Wilsons, collecting its * patterns,” and
making up its « Jewels.”

It was daring one of their roving ex-
peditions from place to place, that a
Sabbath dawned upon the tinkers camp
in Fifeshire. Alas! Sabbath daysand
week-days were alike to them. But pur-
Qoses of mercy wexe in store for Jeanie

YVilson, which she little thought of when
she strolled out with her gang that morn-
ing. While they laughed and jested and
sported along there fell upon their ears
the sound of psalm-singing, issning from
a gathering of worshippers round a
preaching tent such as was common in
those days, especially on sacramental
Sabbaths. Having no settled purpose
for the time, Jeanie suggested that they
might “ go along and sec what was doing
there” 'The rest of them derided the
idea, but curiosity, or rather the gniding
hand of Him who * leadeth the blind by
a way that they know not,” impelled her
to venture alone.

She had no sooner come in hearing of
the minister’s voice, than the text was
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given out, * Cursed is every onc who
continueth not in all things that are
written in the book of the law to do
them.”—(Gal. iii. 10.) It wasa sharp
arrow from the hand ‘of the Holy Spirit,
and it went deepinto Jeanie’s soul. « If
they are cursed.” thought she, ““ who con-
tinue not in all things, how can I escape
everlasting punishment,—I who have ne-
verinany one thing done the willofGod?”
During the remainder of the service
she satand trembled, and when the con-
gregation bad dispersed, she was (to use
her own words) “tound by the doorkeep-
er sunk down on the ground.” He, sup-
posing her either drunk or beside her-
self; called for a person to assist him in
carrying her away, but she told the man
‘it was soul distress that ailed her,” and
begged to see the minister.

It will readily be believed that her
former mode of lite had no attractions
for her now. Shelostno time in leaving
her companions, and returning to
Stirling. ~ She had never learned to read
and never before attended the preaching
of the Word. Her ignorance of the way
of salvation was extreme, and burdened
with the weight of unforgiven guilt, her
mind was racked and tempest tossed,
“seeking rest and finding none.” This
“aching void the world could never fill,”
but Jesus did it. “Being in the way
the Lord met her.” She took the fivst
opportunity of going to hear that honour-
ed servant of God,iir Campbell of the
Seccession Church, Stirling, whose first
sermon to her was from the words,
“ Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest.”—(Matt. xi. 28.) She was told that
the rest was prepaved, that “all things
were ready;” that Jesus, “dying the
Jjust for the unjust,” had made it a righ-
teous thing for God to forgive the guilty
on that ground, and that the belief of
the truth concerning this is the only road
by which the soul can go to find the rest-
giving Saviour.

But she got entangled and perplexed
as many do with self righteous thoughts
about the act of coming wishing to know
how to perform the act of coming aright
and supposing that the right performance
of that act must be “ the money and the
price” which the sinner is to bring.

** Her views we. ¢ indistines and dim,
But yet successfal, for they aimed at Him.”

She felt that her eternal all was at
stake, and no fear of the exposure of
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ber ignorance kept her from sccking
counsel and help,thongh Satan laid many
such snarves in her way. It was not till
after her thirtieth ycar that she could
read any portion of the Bible ; but there
was so strong a desire to gain spiritual
instruction as overcame all other foolish
shame or pride, and made her teachable
like a little child. Shelearned thatitis
not toiling, but « believing,” that brings
rest.

There was about this period another
sermon, of which she often spoke with:
great gratitude to God as having been
mstrumental in breaking her fetters and
setting her at liberty. It was founded
on the text (Rom. viil. 2) “ The law of
the Spirit of life in  Christ Jesus, hath
made me free from the law of sin and
death.” She now saw in the Spirit’s
light, enough in the blood of Jesus, with-
out addition or modification, to give im-
mediate good hope to any sinner that
hears its voice, because it speaks of God
satisfied, and satisfied by being abun-
dantly glorified. This quelled the ‘ago-
nies of her awakened conscience, and
filled her with * the peace which passeth.
understanding.”  From that hour the
whole current of her life was changed.

Jeanie used to tell how much she was
indebted in the beginning ofher way, to.
Peter Ferguson, a Christian weaver,.
whose name is still fragrant in the town.
Before she was able to read freely for
herself, she often ran to Peter toget her
memory refreshed wi’ passages.” But
she found that resemblance to the exper-
ience of others could afford no sure hold.
for the anchor of her hope. She learn-
ed to look not inward for peace but out-
ward to Christ for it,—ofl self and on.
the Saviour. I was lang accustomed,””
said she to a friend, * to rest on frames
and feelings, and to be saiv puf alout
when these changed. When I had lib-
erty in prayer, I thocht I had dune sae
weel that Twould be sure to be accepted.
When I was straitened, I was just as
much cast down. ButI've got aboon
that in a great measure noo, and I want
noo to live on naecthing but * the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.””

She often spoke of the mistake of those
who seem to think that **doubts and
fears” are wholesome tokens for good
whereas they rather indicate guilty ~dis-
trust of God. They shew a disposition
not to go the whole length of the Bible.
She earncstly withstood presumption,yet
she knew that there may be presumption.
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in doubt, as well as in over-confidence:
since it is presumption to question God’s
truth as well as to deny it.

All Jeanie’s mental taculties seemed

1o be refined and ennobled by contact
with the blessed gospel. * The entrance
of the word gave light, it gave under-
standing to the simple.” Her influence
for goad was now as great as it had for-
merTy been for evil. The careless were
either afraid or ashamed to sin in her pre-
sence. Theswearerdid not like to utter
his oath if Jeanie was near.

Love for the preached word formed a
rominent feature in Jeanie’s character.
o long as she was able, the Sabbath

and the week-day services were prized
and improved as precious opportunities.

The written word was ber daily and

nightly companion,  her meat and her
drink, the joy and rejoicing of hier heart.”

She repeated it not only with perfect ac-
curacy,but with singular appropriateness.
Her prevailing disposition of mind was
cheerfulness. 'fhoug entirely dependent
for many years on the bounty of others,—
though, at the end of one meal she very
frequently did not know how or where
she was to get the next,—she was still
cheerful. i‘hough the subject of a lin-
gering, and often painful disorder, sjill
the smile was seldom off her face, and
the language of praise seldom off her
tongue.

As the days of her pilgrimage drew to

, close, there wasa rapig waste of bodily
strength in poor Jeanie, but a manifest
“growth in grace,”—increasing ean-
e;lness from the world, and ripening for
glovv.

" The longed for summons came at last,
and “ with oil in her vessel,” and her
lamp brightly burning, she went forth to
meet the Bridegroom.” Ou the Saturday
before her departure she was seized
with dysentery. On the Sabbath even-
ing she rallied considerably, and on be-
ing told the text of the afternoon sermon
(Rom? v. 8,4), “Tribulation woriceth
patience, and patience experience, and
experience hope,” she added, with much
animation and emphasis, “ Ay, and hope
malketh not ashamed.’”  And it was in-
deed evident to all around that she was
passing through the valley. But, che
told us ““it was not dark.” She had the
presence of Jesus as a Shepherd, and
she feared noevil.” On Tuesday morn-
ing, after some hours of unconsciousness
“the silver cord was loosed,” so gently,
that those who stood by scarcely knew
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that she was gone. She fell asleep. She
was with Jests,

Reader, would it be the same with
you, it this night your soul were requir-
ed of you ? thy should not thés hour
be the hour of your salvation? The
wontrons grace that saved Jeanie Wilson
is the only grace that can save you.

Mighty gospel, it alone cansave ! Itis
“the power of God unto salvation to
every one thot believeth.” It oifers all
the joy of pardon to the debtor of five
bhundred pence, and the debtor of
fifty;and beeause “neither have anything
to pay, it frankly forgives them both.”
“ Grace reigns through righteousness un-
to eternal lite by Jesus Christ our Lord.”
No hope for man but here. And here
is hope, good hope for the vilest of the
vile. Jeanie Wilson heard that joyful
story, and was taught of God to count it
true. Trustfully she laid her sins on
Jesus,” and having done so, she feared
no further ill, for it was God’s own Lamb
she saw bearing hor sin, and bearing it
away. ¢ Jesus had loved her, she could
not tell why.” In an honest unreserved
aim to please God in all things, she found
the secret of that holy,happy living,which
leaves nothing for a dying hour but the
anticipations of glory.

All'this dear reader may be yours. It
can only become yours through your
knowing theholy love of God as seen in
Christ crucified, but through the know-
ledge of that love it will certainly become
yours. Oh that you knew it in the ten-
derness of it, in the freeness of it!—
Dake this your first grand urgent busi-
ness, with instant haste, and boundless
gratitude, to abjure self, and embrace
the Saviour. He wants nomere resolu-
tions or promiscs for the future. These
often satisfy and deceive. e wantsan
fmmediate reliance on the naked merit
of his true atonemert, and an honest
putting of yourselfinto hishands, to be by
his Spirit made meet for glory.

« This man recelveth stnners,” sinners
that answer to their names. VW houw has
he ever turned away? Where is the
soul that perished at his feet? And will
heavenly mercy begin its repulses with
you ¢ Oh come now, without price or
preparation! Come with your bad heart
within you, your bad life behind you.
Come to a “ full Christ,” as an_* ecmpty
simner.” For “ God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoerer believeth on him should not
perish, but have everlating life.” = This
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is life eternal, to Lnow Thee, ilic only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou
hast sent.”—Monthly Visitor of Edin-
burgle Tract Socity,

PERSONALITIES IN PREACH-

ING.

A Minister is often thought to be per-
sonal when he has no individual person
particularly in his mind’s eye. e may
be sketchinga character, or urging a
duty, or exposinga delinquency,—not
of any paticularman, but of whatis too
cormon among men,—and some hearer
may regard himzelf as indicated, whom
the preacher himself daes not know to be
guilty. And even if he did know. ought
this tact to restrain him from speaking out
plainly 7 Should he not “cry aloud,
and spare not to show to the people their
trangressions ¥ He should not do it
with a vindictive spirit, or a proud and
haughty air or as & minister of vengeance,
but with a tender, sorrowing spirit, tell-
ing them, as Paul did, * weeping that
they are the enemics of the eross of
Christ.” There is nothing more efficaci-
ous in forestalling c-ompTaint and dis-
arming hostility than "« speaking the
truth in love.” “Iu this matter tender af-
fection is Yar more powerful than argu-
ment, while without it argument might
be useless, as it opens the way for the ad-
mission of argument.

Wisdom is profitable to divect. Some
wrong things are best dealt within a
private way. A minister on the watch
will sometimes discover a tendency to-
wards evil results, which his timely in-
terposition may arrest. An " astothose
which must be dealt with from the pul-
pit, one time is better than another for a
favourable hearing. There are amuse-
ments indulged m by the young of a
parish, about the morality of which there
are different shades of opinion among
people esteemed pious.  Still their influ-
ence is almost invariably bad. But the
arrangements for entering upon them
are made without the privity of the min-
ister or the devout portion of his flock.
The plan is in process of execution be-
fore it was known to have been concerved
and it is prosecuted for a while under a
kind of fremzy or infatuation, which
makes them deaf to all remonstrance.
Would it be likely to do much good to
preach against it specifically by name ?
‘Would they not brace themselves against
expostulation respecting this transgres-
sion 7 Yet are there numerous topics,
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such as the waste of fine, the danger of
delay. human aceountabillity, the solem-
nities of the final judgemient, &e., which
might be pressed at such times with great
effect, and with better promise of with-
drawing them from folly and vanity.
Anaged and faithful minister once
told us, that some of his good church
members earnestly requested him to
preach against dancing schools and

dancing parties, then the rage
in his parish. His veply was,

« Not just yet. Would you reprove a.
drunken man when intoxicated, or wait
for the return of his reason ?”

But in regard to mental states, a min-
ister cannot be too personal. IHe often
obtains the conception of his most effec-
tive sermons from conversation with
individuals of his flock, thus learning the

osture of their minds in relation to re-
Egion and their eternal welfare,and kee
ing it in view in the preparation of his
discourse.

NO MOTHER.

She bas no mother ! What a volume
of sorrowful truth is comprised in that
singlesentence,—nomother! We must
go far down the hard, rough, paths of
life, and become inured to carve and Sor-
sow in their sternest forms, before we
can take home to our own experience
the dread reality—no mother—without
a struggle and a tear. But when it is
said to a frail young girl, just passing to-
ward the life of woman, how sad is the
story summed up in that one short sen-
tence ! Who shall now administer the
needed counsel,—who shall now check
the wayward fancies,—who now shall
bear with the errors and failings of the
motherless girl ?

Deal gently with the child. Let not
the cup of her sorrow be overfilled by
the harshness of your bearing, or your
unsympathising coldness. Is she heed-
less of her doings ? Ts she careless in
her movements ? Remember, oh ! re~
member. ¢ she has no mother!” When
her young companions are gay and joy-
ous, does she sit in sorrowing ? Does
she pass with a downcast eye and lan-
euid step, when you would fain witness
the gushing and overflowing gladness of
vouth ? Chide her not, for she is moth-
erless, and the great sorrow comes down
upon her soul likean incubus. Can you
gain her confidence,—can you win her
Tove ? Come, then, to the motherless,
with the boon of your tenderest care,and
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By the memory of your own mother, al-
ready, perhaps, passed away,—by the
fulness of your own remembered sorrow,
—by the possibility that your own child
may yet be motherless,—contribute as
far as youmay, to relieve the loss of that
fair frail ¢hild who 1s written motherless.
—Anon.

PRACTICAL PRAYER.

In the vicinity of B lived a poor
-but industrious man, depending for sup-
port upon his daily labour. His wite
fell sick. and not being able to hire a
nurse, he was obliged to confine himself
to the sick bed and the family. His
means of support being thus cut off; he
soon found hinself in need. Having a
wealthy neighbour near, he determined
1o go and ask for two bushels of wheat,
with a promise to pay as soon as his wife
became so much Dbetter that he could
leave her and return to his work. Ac-
cordingly. he took his bag, went to his
neighbour’s, and arrived while the fami-
Iy were at morning prayers. As he sat
-on the door-stone, he heard the man
pray very carnestly that God would
clothe the naked, feed the hungry, re-
lieve the distressed, and comfort all that
mourn. The prayer concluded, the
poor man stepped in and made kunown
bis business, promising to pay with the
avails of his first labours.  The farmer
was very sorry he could not accommeo-
date him, for he had promised to lend
2 large sum of money, and had depend-
ed upon his wheat to make it ont: but
he presumed Neighbour would let
him have it.

With a tearful eye and a sad heart
the poor man turned away. As soon as
he left the house, the farmer’s little son
stepped up and said, * Father, did you
not pray that God would clothe the
naked, feed the hungry, relieve the dis-
fressed, and comfort mourners ¥

“Yes; why "

¢ Because if Thad your wheat, 1 would
answer that prayer.”

October.

It is needless to add that the christian
father called back his suffering neigh-
bour, and gave him as much as he
needed.

Now, christian.readers, do you thus
answer your own prayers ?

THE MEMORY OF THE CHILD-
REN.

It is noteworthy that childven who
are taken away by death always remain
in the memory of the parentas children.
Other children grow old ; but the one
we Jost continues in youth. It looks as
we last saw it in health. The imagina-
tion hears its sweet voice and light step,
and sees its silken hair and clear bright
eyes—all just as they were. Ten or
twenty years may go by—the child 1e-
mains in the memory as at first, a bright,
happy child. Its young and beautiful
form moves before us; and what is such
a memory but an angel presence? Cer-
tainly next to sceing an angel, is seeing,
with a parent’s heart, such a cherished
form. Amidst this world of ambition
and show, who shall say that this is not
a means under Providence of subduing
and spiritualizing the mind ?  Thus, in
order to cherish such a remembrance,
we are at times willing to turn cven from
the charms of the living. The sigh be-
comes sweeter than the song. Sorrow
subdued becomes a friend, and sacred
Jjoy is mingled with tears of holy recol-
lection.  Thus, as griet ascends the
mount of time she seems to pass through
a sort of transformation. The convul-
sive agony changes to ]:assive SOITOW,
and querulous misgivings to quiet medi-
tation. There must be distress: let then
the aushing tears flow, for it is the
course of nature, but even with this let
there be the victory of christian faith,
the glorious hope of our holy religion.
Such a hope, like the rainbow, a being of

light
May be born like the rainbow, in tears.
—Clhristian Treasury.

Children’s Corner.

THE FIRST SCHOOL IN THE
SANDWICH ISLANDS.

In no part of the carth bave mission-

gty labours done more good than in the

Sandwich Idands. The inhabitants of

that important group are now amongst
the best taught and the most religious
nations in existence. But the case was
very different in 1329 when the messen-
gers ot merey first landed npon their
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shores. At that time they were a peo-
ple without knowledge. They had no
written Janguage, no schools, no teachers,
and, what was worse, they did not feel
their wants, or wish to have them re-
moved. Ignorance is bad; but indiffer-
ence is worse. Now the Sandwich Is-
landers were both ignorant and indiffer-
ent. This was the case with all classes,
the young and the old; the chiefs and
the people.  The children did not like
to plod away over letters and words,
spelling and stammering out strange
sounds. They would rather climb cocoa-
nut trees, or sport in the surf, or chase
one another along the coral beach. And
their fathers and mothexs preferred hea-
then games and intoxicating drinks to
booksand slates and Christian teaching.

It was therefore very difficult, at first,
for the missionaricsto collect and carry en
aschool. Ifby coaxing and kind words,
one ortwowere persuaded to come for a
little while, they soon got tired. Many of
them, indeed, would stand around the
house to see what was doing there, and
would stare, and laugh, and shout in the
wildest way at anything which scemed
strange to them.  But it was not easy to
draw them in. )

One by one, however, old people and
Young, parents and children, began to
think that learning wasa good thing, and
that it would be worth while to give
themselves a little trouble to getit. This
encouraged the missionaries, and they
soon saw that their labours would nut be
m vain. One Sabhath, an interesting
native, called Puluna, was scen by the
missionary entering the chapel, leading
two shy but bright-eved girls. They
were her daughters.  Havingsat quictly
until the service was ended, Paluna went
up to the missionary and asked him to
take her children and herself under his
instruction.  From that day they became
constant scholars, and they made good
progress. ‘The mother was so diligent
that in a few weeks she was able to read
and to write, and not very long after-
wards her daughters could do the same.
When he missionary introduced_slates
for the use of the scholars, &c., Poluna
reccived one of them.  She valued the
present much, and was so anxious to
make good use of it, that four daysafter,
she brought up her slate to the mission-
aay, with' this sentence written in Eng-
lish, « I cannot see God; but God can
see me” Youmay fancy how pleased
she was with hersuccess: and you would
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have langhed outright if you had been
there, and had scen how the rest of the
scholars, and those who were not scho-
lars, gaped and started as they heard her
read out the words, first in English and
then in their own langnage. They now
saw that a slate could really speak, that
it could speak in different languages,
and that one of their own people could
make it speak !

The fame of the school, and the won-
derful books, and the speaking slates
soon spread; and many others came
there to learn.  One day, a little boy,
with a mild and pleasant face, was seen
peeping in through the paling that sur-
rounded {he school-house, walching the
movements of those within. The missi-
onary saw him and said, “Would you
like to live with us, and learn to work
and read ?”  Ae(yes) was his prompt
and pleasant answer.  He was taken at
his word. He became a diligentschelar
and a good boy. In a few months he
could read several parits of the Knglish
Bible well.  Soon he expresseda wish
to teach others who were still ignorant;
and, even while he was still a boy, he
made himself very useful in helping the
missionaries. At another time, a young
man came to the misston-house, and said,
very earnestly, “I goin’ to live with you
now; 1 want to lcarn to read, and learn
navigation. I like take the sun, sail out
o’ sight o’ land, and go to any part ¢ the
world.” He had been to China and had
learned to speak the English language.

But the highest chiefs, as well as the
youngest chifdren, soon began to see.
how useful knowledge was, and they too
came {o schoc’.  Amongstthese was the
King of Kauai; and he was 2 good scho-
lar. ~ After he had been learning buf
three months, he wrote a letter to Mr
Bingham, saying how glad he was that
missionavies ¢ had come to do him
good,” and his thankfulness for what they
had done for his son George. The fol-
lowing are two specimens of his letters:

« Dear Friend,—I fecl glad that your
2o0d people have come to my istands to
do me good.  Ithank you. [ lovethem.
I give them meatdrink, and land to work
on. Ithankall Amcrican folks; they
give my son learning. e know how to
learn.  Whrite all American books, I
feel glad he come home. e long time
in America. I think he dead. Bus
some man speak ‘No!” I very glad
you good people. I love them. I do



456

them good. Ihope you do good Ha-
walil, Bahu, and all the islands.
# Accept this from your friend,
“« TAMOREE.”

During the same summer the king
wrote the following letter to the secre-
tary ofthe American Missionary Society,
to which this country owed the gospe{:

« Aroox (Kavar), July 28,1820

“ Dear friend,—I wish to write a few
Iines to you for the good book you was
so kind as to send by my son. 1 think
it is a good book ; one that God gave us
toread. Ihope my own peop?e will
soon read this, and all other books. I
believe that my idols are good for no-
thing, and that your God is the only
true God,—the one thatmade all things.
My idols I have hove away,—they are
no good,—they fool me,—~they do meno
ﬁoo?i 1 give them cocoa-nuts, plantains,

o0gs, and good many things, and they
fool me atTast. Now I throw them all
away. Ihave done now. When your
good people learn me, I worship your
God. I feel glad your good people come
here to help us. We know nothing. I
thank you for giving my son learning. I
thank all America people.

“ Accept this from your friend,
“KixG TAMOREE.”

Three months after this school was be-
gun, there were forty regular scholarsin
it; and, a3 many of them had learned
much in a short time the missionary re-
solved to have a public examination.
There was one part of this examination
which {Jleased the people wonderfully;
it was the singing or chanting of many of
the lessons which the children bad com-
mitted to themory. For example, they
chanted, in the Hawaiian language, the
following sentences :—

“ In the beginning God created the heavens
aud the earth.
Jehovah is in heaven, and he is every-
) where.
desas Christ, the good Son of God, died
for our sins. .
We must pray to Jehovah, and love his
Word.
God loves good men, and good men love
God*

The day following this examination,
the missionaries entered new buildings
which the Government had prepared for
them, and in which they were able to
carry on their work with more ease and
comfort; and, soon afterwards, they saw
that the good seed they were scattering

The Lapland Missionary.
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had found its way, not only into the
minds but into the hearts of some of the
neople~—London Juvenile AMsssionary
Magazine.

THE LAPLAND MISSIONARY.

Shall I tell you the story of this good
man? Hisnameis Tellstrom. He was
a Swede—a painter. More than twenty
years ago it came into his heart to go to
Lapland and preach the gospel. Dut
what could he do ? He did not know
a word of the Lappish language noras
there any one to teach lum. So he re-
solved to teach himself. After much
trouble he got a grammar and Testament
in that strange tongue, and when his
painting work for the day was done, sat
down by himself to learn. He got on
very fast, for his heart was in lis task,
and we may be sure God belped him.
In a few months he could read quite
woll, and thought himself ready to go.
So he went to amother Christian
gentleman at Stockholm, named Mr.

cott, to ask him hoy to manage. Now
it so happened that Mr. Scott hada very
shoxt time before received some money
from England, with the charge to spend
it in doing good to the poor iaplanders-
Tellstrom did not know _this ; but you
may be sure that Mr. Scott was very
surprised and glad to see him, and felt
certain that God bad sent him.

“But ” said Mr. Scott and his friends
to Tellstrom, * "ave you learned that
hard language ?”

“ Oh yes ! I have taught myself.”

# Do you know how cold it is ?”

© Yes ; and Tknow [ can bear it, be-
cause ] have tried in winter by walking
up and down stone steps without shoes.
or stockings.”

 But you will bave very little to eat.”

« Never mind that ! I never do eat
any thing on Sundays now, because I
will not work, and can ges no food with-

t.Q)

# You will be alone there, without any
Chuistians, perhaps for many years, to
speak to.”

+But Christ has said, ‘Lo I am with
vou alway, cven unto the end of the
world.””

Then these friends thought Tellstrom
onght to bave more time for reading and
study before he went ; so they offered
him money. Butno ; he would not take
it. * Hehad,” he said, “ a very band-
some silver spoon—his only worldly
riches—which he had kept very careful-
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ly formany years. IHe would sell that,
and buy bread until he wasready to go.”

At last he went. A missionary soci-
cty—the first ever formed in Sweden—
was formed, and he was their first mis-
sionary. As he was starting, a friend
who knew nothing of what Tellstrom
bad done,gave him a beautiful silver
spoon.  You will believe that Tellstrom
wes surprised. - Why * he said, « all
theriches T have given to God he has
given me back again.” And what do
you think he got engraved upon his
new spoon ¥ It was a text of Scrip-
ture :—

 Thereis noman that hath left house,
or bredhren, or wite, or children, for the
kingdom of God's sake, who shall not
receive more in this present time, and
in the world to come life everlasting.”

So Tellstrom besame a wanderer in
snowy Lapland.  The people there can-
not ever stay long in one place, because
the moss which the reindeer eat after a
while is ail gone, and they wust change
their dwelling to find some more.  When
the people moved. he therefore, with
his faithful.dogspatiently set out on their
Journeds, and sometimes he would leave
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one company of Laplanders, and_ travel
alone across trackless wastes of frozen
snow until he fell in with another.
At first he found the grown-up people
very ignorant,—for they called them-
selves Christians already, thousgh they
knew notbing about true Christianity,
—and carelessness everywhere; but the
little ones became fond of him; he taught
them to pray to God, to sing sweet songs
about Jesus and heaven, and to read
little books to their fathers and mothérs
in their tents, around the blazing fire in
the long winter nights. This reached
the hearts, after a wfxilc, of many parents
and they, too, learned to seck and love
Jesus.

Icannot tell whether the good - mis-
sionary is now on earth or in heaven,
If living he must now be an old man,
and it must be almost time for him to
rest. He has found it a happy thing to ,
work for Christ ; and has had more joy
among those frozen plains, and misera-
ble tents of Lapland, thanany of us can
have in the fairest English home, if we
have not learned like him, in our place
anddway. to ** seek first the kingdom of
God.”

[ 4
; *
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Excriss PeEspyTERIAN COLLEGE,
Loxposi—We understand that Dr M-
Crie has definitively accepted the Chair
of Systematic Theolooy and Church is-
tory in this institution, and will coma-
mence bis professorial labours in Loudon
at the opening of the ensuing winter ses-
sion. The feelings of our friends in
England is, that Dr MCrie, in accept-
ing this appointment, is conferring an
eminent service upon the cause of the
Presbyterian Church in that country,
and that the accession of a namc of so
wuch hereditary and personal distinetion
1san event of the happiest augury for
the permanence of her institutions and
the growth of her influenee and useful-
ness.— itness.

WesLeyaxy CoxrFerexce. — The
Wesleyan Conference was opened on
the morning of Wednesday, the 30th Ju-
iy, at Ebcnezer Chapel, Bristol. Eight
vacancies in the hundred—three by su-
gemnnua:ion, and five by death—were

lled up, two by nomination and six by
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seniority. The two members by nomi-
nation are, the Rev Peter Duncan and
the Rev William Arthur.

‘1he Rev Robert Young was clected
president, and the Rev Dr Hannah se-
cretary.

Internal Affairs—The total number
of members of socicties was reported at
253,833, or nearly 3000 more thanin the
previous year. In Ireland, and on the
toreign stations, there was also reported
to be an increase.  The number on trial
in Great Britain was stated to amount
to 17,839, or 5000 more than in the for~
mer year.

A rceolution was passed expressing
satisfaction that, in c{:apel and schoo
exiension, there had been such gratify-
ing progress, so few cases of irregularity,
and provision made for the entire ox-
pense of erections or enlargements al-
lowed.  And  chapel-building, it was
stated, proceeds well, and the chapels
built are free, or all but free, from debt.
The debits of the chapels are being re-
duced at a rate which has exceeded ex-
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pectation. £100,000 have been paid off
during the last two years; and though
+this rate cannot be kept up for the fu-
‘ture, we have rcason t expect that
there will be a progressive reduction at
the rate of about £25,000 a year.

The Rev M. C. Taylor and the Rev
Qilchrist Wilson read the minutes of the
General Education Committee. They
also gave a list of schools in conneetion
with the society, from which it appeared
that last year the number was 417 ; this
year, 421 ; the total scholars on the books
dost year were 43,168 ; this year, 47,143
and there wasan increase in the average
attendance of 301S; The number of
Sabbath schools last year was 4055 ; this
year 4157; the number of scholars last

.year, 395,962; this year, 413,707 the
number of teachers last year, 71,663 ;
this year, 73,9586 ; and the increase on
the number of teachers in society was
2600. The number of schools in which
the catechism was used last year, was
34463 this year, 3472. The Rev I. J.
Jobson read the financial statement, from
which it appeared that the collections
and subscriptions were £300 in advance
of last year, although there was still a de-
ficiency of £903 1s. 24, on the Building
Fund.

Sixty candidates for the ministry were
accepted by the Conference, forty-four
of these commenced by cireuits at home,
qnght in Ireland, and,cight on the mis-
sion stations. “The missionary breth-
ren,” says a correspondent of the 1 atch-
man, axre, inseveral cases, converted hea-
thens, whom the Head of the church is
thrusting forth to reap for him the many
fields < white unto the harvest’ in their
‘native Jands.  And there arve few facts
amore gratifying to the friends ofmissions,
than that such men are being raised up
in constantly increasing numbers, to be
powertul instruments in the conversion
-of their own countrymen. This supply,
though so considerable, will be found, I
Jbelieve. insuflicient to meet the needsof
the Comnexion. Several of them are
wanted at once for our civcuits in Eng-
Jand and Scotland. A large number
are solicited by the Australasian Con-
ference, and both branches of the Theo-
logical Institution need to be replenish-
ed.  With returning Connexional pros-
perity we shall have to renew our fer-
vent sypplications (o the * Lord of the
barvest’ for a greater number of ¢ labour-
ers’”

In reference to one of the candidates,
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a discussion took place on account of his
reporied use of tobacco. It was agreed
ultimatély, that he should be accepted on
the understanding that he should con-
sult a distinguished physician, named by
the Conference, asto its necessity for
his health, and abide by his decision.

The Conference resolved, that the
rule prohibiting dancing should be made
clearer and more stringent. Dr Bunt-
ing said, it was high time for the Metho-
dist Conference to give a certain sound
on this matter. In London there were
dancing parties in the houses of some of
their members. Ie remembered how
twenty years ago in Manchester they had
to exercise discipline on members who
encouraged this practice, and they lost
some of them in consequence, but such
members'were better Jost than found.
The Rev T. Pugh said, he lamented to
say that card-playing, too, was practised
as well as dancing in some Methodist fa-
milies. The Rev J. Seot said that, as
the evil was chiefly among the younger
members of Methodist families, he hop-
ed they would with great aftection, as
well as firmness, enforce’the rule, so as
not 10 lose their hold upon the*voung
people.

Afiiliated.. Socicii-2—Addresses were
read from “the Irish, the TFrench, the
Australasian, the Canadian, and the
[Eastern British American Conference.—
News of the "Churches.

Tig TRANSLATION OF THE DBIBLE.
—The Rev Dr Cumming writes in de-
fence of the authorised translation of the
Bible. He qquotes the following eloguent
passage from Dr Newman, now a mewm-
ber of the Church of Rome :— Who will
not say that the uncommon beauty and
marvellous English of the Protestant Bi-
ble is not one of the areat strongholds of
heresy (Protestantism) in this country ?
It Yives in the ear like a music that can
never be forgotten, like the sound of
church bells which the convert hardly
knows how he can forego. Iis felicities
seem to be almost things rather than
mere words. Itis part of the national
mind, and the anchor of national seri-
ousness. The memory of the dead pass-
esintoit.  The potent traditions of child-
hood are stercotyped in itsverses. The
power of all the griefs and trials of a man
is hidden beneath its words. It is the
representative of his best moments, and
all that there has been about him of soft,

.and gentle, and pure, and penitent. and



1856.

good, speaks o him for ever out of his
English Bible. Itis his sacred thing,
which doubt has never dimmed and con-
troversy never soiled. In the length
and breadth of the land there is not a
Protestant with one spark of religious-
ness about him whose spiritual biography
s not in the Saxon Bible.”

Dissexsions avoxe e Excrisu
CoNGREGATIONALISTS.—A volune of
hymns published some time ago by the
Rev T. Lynch (we have given more
than one specimen from the volume),
has originated a controversy among the
‘Congregationalists in England which
seews likely to lead to unpleasant, if not

_to serious results.  Mr Lynch’s volume
was stigmatised as heteredox,and the Rev
Dr Campbell was, so far as we can re-
member, one of the varliest of those who
censured it on that ground. The Rev
Thomas Binney of the Weigh House
‘Chapel came canspiciously forward as a
defender of Mr Lynch, the question of
whose orthodoxy seems now, however, to
have merged in a broader one. The
Rev Mr Binney has circulated a printed
address of some length to the* Members
of the Congregational Union of England
and Wales, especially those who were

vesent at the last of the late Union

eetings, which was held ar the Jilton
Club on Saturday, May 17.” In thisad-
glress Le states, that at a private mect-
ing of the Union, in reply to some ob-
servations of his, breathing a spirit of
conciliation, Dr Campbell promised not
to republish as a separate pamphlet, his
articles on Mr Lynelys book, whicl ap-
peared in the British Barner, but that
ke failed to adhere to this promise. v
Binney is of opinion, that the Union at
its meeting in antumn must deal with
this matter; and in fact, calls upon it to
do so. In this address, Mr Binney says
there bave been errors on all sides in
dealing with Mr Lynch's book—that
was an error to call his poems hymms,
and touse themas such in publie worship
~—and that both his assailants and de-
fenders have been to blame. He also
expresses himself’ pretty freely on the
constitution cf the Congregaliona! Uni-
on, us will be seen by {he tollowing ex-
tracts:—“ 1 always disapproved the
change of the Union meetings from those
of a private conference to those of a pub-
lic assembly. The late meetings have
perfected a long-srowing suspicion into
a deep and incradicable conviction, that
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all the ¢business proceedings’ of the
Union ought to be given up, and that it
should become a purely religious and
fraternal confederation. A Union like
ours cannot be the synod or general as-
sembly of a church; it is not capable of
doing business; it may utter sentiment,
but it cannot excecute; and it would be
better, in my opinion, if we gave up all
attempts at action, and confined our-
selves to such an intercourse as, by mak-
ing us better, holier, more loving, more
united, should send us back to our seve-
ral spheres better fitted to work there.
If the Union is to be preserved, it must
come to this. Things have been getting
wrong for some time. I appeal to al
whether the most of what isdone, con-
sisting of the reading of customary re-
ports, and the passing of formal resolu-
tions, has not been a weariness to both
the spirit and the flesh ?  Timeisspent;
fecling exhausted ; hope disappointed ;
and nawbers find, whether they say it
or not, that they have got nothing worth
the trouble and expense of their journey-.
I know, of my own certain knowledge,
that the Union has often closed, leavin
in many hearts dissatisfaction and hosti-
lity, instead of their having Leen ve-
freshed by cordial, loving, profitable con-
tact with others. Tor my own part my
mind is made up.  Iwillnot go on coun-
tenancing a system of things which, for
some years, has been getting far worse
than simply unprofitable. I shall wil-
lingly wait awhile, to see what is done,
or tvy what van be done, If the U-
nion can be Dbrought to acquiesce im
its oviginal design—if it again become
simply a brotherly confederation—well.
1f not, no one can be bound to continue
cither to support or to attend what nei-
ther carries with it his judgment or his
affections. I shall quietly retive. The
Congrezational Union is notthe congre-
gational body, nor is that body the Chris-
tian Chureh.”

SCOTLAND.

OPEXNING OF NREW UNITED PRESBY-
TERIANY CHURCHES IN GLASGOW.—
Springborn United Presbyterian Church
was formally apened for public worshi
on Sunday. The Rev Joln Edmong
preached in the forenoon, the Rev Dr
Anderson in the afternoon, and the Rev
A. C. Rutherford, Buckhaven, in the
evening. The new church situated in
Claremount Street was also opened on
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Sunday last. The Rev John Cairns of
Berwick preached in the forenoon, the
pastor of the church, Rev Alexander M.
Ewan, A. M., late of Helensburgh, in the
afternoon, and the Rev dJohn Ker of
Campbell Street in the evening. The
admission was by ticket, and the church
was crowded to excess at all the diets.
The collection amounted to upwards of
£600. The church, which is of very
tasteful design, consists of nave and ajsles
with clere-story measuring 100 feet from
north to south, and 70 feet from east to
west, with its west front to Claremont
Street, and the north or entrance front
to the New Park. The churchisseated
for 1180 ; but, had the pews been the
usual width, it would have accommodat-
ed 140C. Underneath the church isa
large hall, well lighted, with good access,
to accommodate 400 Sunday scholars,
or prayer meetings, lectures, &c., besides
a large session house, with the church-
officer’s apartments, also heating cham-
bers, vaults, closets, lavatories,&e. The
entire cost of the building, exclusive of
the land, and including the stained win-
dows, cushions, gas fittings, &e., &e., is
considerably under £.7000.  The archi-
tects ave the Messrs Hay of Liverpool.—
Scottish Press.
TTALY.

RerorTED INTENDED NATIONAL
Rreroryarion 1N SarpiNia.—The
American Bille Society Record gives the
following nine articles as intended to be
brought forward in the next sessiou of
thef Sardinian Parliament,—by whom
1§ not stated :—

“1. The Roman Catholic Church of
Sardinia declares its independence of
Rome.

2. The King of Sardinia is the Sov-
ereign Protector of the church of this
kingdom.

3. The priesthood is to be paid by
the state.

“4. The cannon law and decisions of
the Council of Trent to be abrogated.

5. Tradition, as a source of dogmas,
to be declared of no force.

“6. The readiny of the Holy Scriptures
1o be allowed, and their explanation left
to the conscience of each Christian.

* 7. The Lord’s supper to be received
under both forms.

« 8. The celibacy of the church to be
no longer compulsory.

# 9. The Latin language to be no more
used in the church service, and the num-
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ber of the church festivals to be diminish-
ed.”

.

CANADA,

Ax Ixprax Coier AND Missiox-
ARY.—Died, at Brantford, on Sunday
morning, the 29th ultimo, the Reverend
Peter Jones, alias Kakewakwanby, In-
dian Chief and Wesleyan Missionary,
aged 54 years. The funeral took place
on last Tuesday afternoon. By special
request, the Rev. Dr. Ryerson deliver-
ed a discourse on the occasion ;the Rev.
A.Nelles (Church of England Jread the
Scripture lesson, the Rev. Dr. A Lillie
(Congregationgl) offered up the conclu-
ding prayer, and Rev. J. B. Howard
(Wesleyan ) read the sevvice at the
grave. Mr. Jones had been in poor
health for two or three yecars;and in
December last. on returning from a
council of his tribe, he got wet, and took
a severe cold, since which time he has
been mostly confined to his house.
The best medical skill within his reach
was unavailing to remove or arrest the
insidious malady, which was wasting bis
strength and sapping the fountain of life.
Heremained to the last in the full
possession of all his faculties, and was
peaceful and happy beyond expression,
in “a sure and certain hope of a glorious
resurrection to cverlasting life.”

Few ministers of the present day
bave filled a larger space in the public
eye, than has Mr Jonces during the last
thirty years. He has been the instru-
ment of immense good to his nation, tem-
porally and spiritually. His funeral
was attended by eighteen clergymen of
different religious persuasions and the
largest concourse of all ranks of Eoop]e
that has ever been witnessed in Brant-
ford, on any similar occasion,—the ypro-
cession including upwards of eighty car-
riages besides a great number of white
people and Indians on foot. Mr Jones
has left a wife and four sons—the cldest
seventeen, and the youngest nine. The
text of the discourse on the occasion_of
his funeral was his truest portrait:¢ IHe
was a good man, and full of the Holy
Ghost, and of faith.’—ZToronto Globe.

‘The Wesleyan Methodist Conference
assembled at Brockville, Canada West,
on the 4th ult.  One hundred and sev-
enty preachers were in attendance.
Tnusual interest was given to themeet~
ing by the presence and addresses of
the Rev. Dr. Hannah, of London, as a
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representative of the British Conference
and of two representatives from the
Irish Conference—Messrs Scott and
Cather.

The number of communicants in Ca-
nada wasreported as 40,000, being 2000
more than in the previous year. Forty
new candidates for the Wesleyan min-
istry were admitted to study ; and_after
examination and probation, thirteen
new preachers were received.

The missionary fund was reported to
be in a healthy state. A resolution was
passed to enter on a work of evangeli-
zation among the French Canadians.

There was a lengthened and some-
what painful discussion on the question
of the Rev. Dr. Ryerson’s connection
with the Conference. Dr. Ryerson who
is superintendent of education in Wes-
tern Canada, is the ablest public man
connected with the Wesleyan body in
this country, but entertains and pub-
lishes the sentiment, that attendance at
class meetings should not be made a con-
dition of church membership. The pub-
Leation of such a sentiment several of
the branches consider very dangerous to
the Wesleyan system. The personal
question has intrcduced an inquiry into
the aathority and value of class meet-
ings. It is understood tha: Dr Ryerson
has many sympathisers. He has not
been excluded from the Conference.

The New Connezion Methodist Confer-
cnce met at a small town named Mallory
on the 4th ult. This body is not influ-
ential in the country, bat pursues its
course with considerable activity and
zeal. Seventy preachers were present
atthe Conference. Twelve new names
were added to the roll. The increase
of communicants during the year wasre-
ported as 300.— Cor. News of Churches.

BOOKS IN BRAZIL.

The Rev James C. Fletcher, in the
course of last year visited Brazil in the
service of the American Bible Society.
Among many objects of interest he car-
ried out with him several handsomely
bound volumes of the publications of the
Presbyterian Board, as presents to the
Emperor, and the various members of the
Imperial family. It was hoped that God
might see fit to accomplish some impor-
tant errand by his truth thus scattered.

From a letter recently received from
Mr Fletcher, and quoted below, it will
be seen that these volumes met with a
pleasing reception.  He says:—
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¢« Your donation, by the beauty of the
bindingand engraving, called forth much
admiring comment. I have no doubt
that long ere this, Bunyan’s immortal
allegory has been read by his Majesty,
the Emperor. The ¢ Book of Poetry,
for the Fmnpress, and the Books for the
Imperial Princesses were presented by
my own hands in the palacete atBotafogo,
(one of the beautiful cnvirons of Rio de
Janeiro.) They were received with
many thanks and smiles, and became
ornaments in a brilliant court, yet one
not occupied with an endless round of
gayety, as in France, though the Bra-
zilians ave gay enough. Hence there is
much leisure at court, and as the noble-
men, chamberlains, gentlemen in wait-
ing, and ladies of honour are changed
every two weeks, these books will come
within the reach of many persons be-
side the Emperor, Empress and their
children. Many of the atlackes of the
court read English, and to those who
cannot, those beautiful pictures will
speak of a pure religion, of those scenes
connected with the life of our Saviour ;
or of the martyrs (especially the Wal-
denses) who have nobly shed their blood
in the Redeemer’s cause. I feel that it
i3 no small thing to have such religious
books at the Court of a Roman Catholic
nation. For my own part, I who have
laboured on the ground, am undera deep
conviction that Brazil must kave good
books at arcasonable rate. We alone——
or our fatherland—can furnish them.
France floods Brazil with translations of
her eorrupt fictions. Portugal isnot en-
terprising. Many books are published
at Rio, Bahia, and Pernambuco, but
their cost is enormous. England is just
waking up to the importance of Brazil.
Some of Ryle’s tracts have just been
translated. I believe the people in Bra-
zil will buy cheap good books. I sold
several thousand copies of the Bible at
the socicty’s prices in my late tour of
3000 miles in that empire, and I do not
remember to have given one copy on ac-
count of poverty. There are seven mil-
lons of souls in Brazil, and although
many are blacks, they will soon all be
free. There are many Germansin Bra-
zil,and a number of books your Board do-
nated to me some years ago I took into
the interior of the country and found
them very acceptable to Roman Catho-
lic Germans.

« The two princesses, (especially the
princess who 1s heir presumptive to the
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throne,) are lovely and promising chil-
dren. I shall never forget the emotions
I experienced as I saw those two beau-
tifullittle girls (aged ten and thirteen)
trip through the brilliant throng in the
palace and go forth to take their even-
ing exercise. It is to them that some of
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the prettiest books of the Board have
gone. May they beblessed to their souls!
“In the last and my farewell inter-
view with the IEmperor, I called attenti-
on again to Bunyan’s delightful allegory.
—Home and Foreign Record of the Pres-
terian Church in the United States.

Editorial Review,
DALHOUSIE COLLEGE.

LasT winter we directed attention to this Institution, and remarked uporn
parts of its management in a style that might appear to some of our readers
unnecessarily severe.  We can only say that our remarks were not dictated
by any thing like personal feeling.  Our application of the lash was only a
righteous infliction for proceedings which we considered wrong in themselves,
and injurious to the interests of education in the Province. When, there-
fore, there is any sign of repentance on the pabt of the transgressors, we are-
certainly ready to hold our hand and extend forgiveness.

Most of our readers are aware that a change in the plans of the Govern-
ors has taken place, and that proposals were made to the Synods of the se-
veral Presbyterian bodies to unite in its support. The sum of these propo-
sals was that we should give our finds into the hands of the Governors, and
that they should take our Professors into the Institution, but on vacancies oc-
curring the Governors should fill them as they choose. Neither Presbyte-
rian body has acceded to these proposals. The Established and Free Sy-
nods have resolved to petition the Legislature to establish it as a Universi~
1y, while cur Synod, partly from the pressure of other business, and partly
from an unwillingness to commit itself to any movement on the subject, and
especially to any which might involve it in political agitation, took no action
in the matter, farther than directing the Comumittee of Co-operation with
other Preshyterian bodies to confer with the Governors and report to Synod.
As the Synod have thus avoided committing itself on the subject, it must be
understood that in any remarks we make, though we shall endeavour to ex-
press the mind of the Synod, so far as we know it, yet we are not speaking
“ by authority.”

When our Synod commenced the teaching of the philosophical branches it
was resolved as foliows :—

I That it is the duty of the State to provide the means, as far as ifs circumstan-
ces will admit, of a good secular education for all classes of the subjects who may
choose to avail themselves of it. :

I1. That the maintenance, at the public expense, of a number of seminaries for
the higher branches of education, in each of which the very same branches are
taught, and that to such a limited number of students as may be convened and
taught, equally well, in the same seminary, would be a useless waste of the public
and general revenue of the country, and must tend to retard its improvement, by
withholding from other important branches of the public service that degree of sup-
port to which they are entitled.

II1. That in addition to this, the encouragement thus given to rival institutions
having a strictly denominational or seetarian character, has not only a tendency to
foster an illiberal and exclusive spirit among different sections of the community,
and to destroy that mutual cordiality which the gencral interests of the public re-
quire, but is decidedly caleulated to engender strife among them, and to lead to
combinations for the advancement of sectarian purposes, which injure the public
peace, and endanger the jnterests of civil libexty.
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IV. That while perfect liberty-of conscience should be allowed, and every per-
son protected in the free exercise of his peculiar faith, so long as he conducts him-
self, in all respeets, as a good and loyal subject, it is the part of the State to endea-
vor, by such wise and impartial measures as ave practicable, without trenching on
civil liberty, to counteract that animosity which religious differences too often pro-
duce, and as far as possible prevent its baneful influence on the community.

V. That few measures are better fitted for these important purposes, than that
of bringing the young frequently together, and inducing them to mingle freely with
one another, in the pursuit of useful and general information, before their minds
have been biassed by prejudice, or contracted by the influence of sectarian apinions..

VI. That while the Synod thus fully express their sentiments in reference to
State education, in finding themselves compelled to adopt the overturc in conse~
quence of present pressing exigencies, they still leave themsqlves at perfect liberty
to avail themselves of all the advantages which may be obtained from a seminary
endowed by the State, to the full extent which circumstances may warrant.

We believe that this is still the mind of the majority of Synod. If the se-
cular branches conld be had without the efforts of the Church, we think that
a large majority of Synod would at once embrace the opportunity of obtain~
ing them in this way, They would count it a foolish expenditure of the
means and cfforts of the Church to teach the same branches that might be
had otherwise. We must state however that a portion of the Synod are of”
a different opinion, and that they would advocate the continuance of our In~
stitution on its present basis under all circumstances. 'We believe however
that these are the views of the minority.

The terms however proposed by the Governors were such as the Synod
did not feel free to accept, and for obvious reasons. The plan of the differ--
ent bodies of Presbyterians going into the Institution, even with the Congre-
gationalists, would excite the jealousy of other bodies—would give it a sec-
tarian appearance, and deprive it of the character of a Provincial Institution.
Besides, for the Church t¢ surrender its funds would be an act of unfaithful-
ness to those who have entrusted her with them. And while the Synod
might be able to raise funds among its people for an Institution of hedr owi,
it could never enlist their sympathies to raise money for an Institution over
which they had no control.

Since the meeting of Synod an important change in the arrangements of
the Governors has been introduced. The Congregationalists, who are in
possession of large funds bequeathed for the purpose of founding such an In--
stitution, have agreed to place their funds at the dispoesal of the Governors,
and their two Professors have been duly installed in Dalhousie College, the
Rev F. Tompkins as Professor of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy, and
the Rev J. Corneish, Professor of the Latin and Greek Languages and Li-
terature. It will thus be seen that the Governors have abandoned pretty
thoroughly the proseription of the clergy, on which we laid stress last winter,.
and no more need he said about it.  Farther to teach the branches of a Uni~
versity course, Mr Reid has been appointed Professor of Logic and the Eng-
lish Language, while the difficulty raised by the Governors last winter, of
requiring all teachers who entered the Institution to become his subordinates,
has been got over by continuing him as Rector of the ¥igh School. The
Professors are ammually to elect their Dean, who shall he Chairman and
Agent in carrying out the decisions of the Board. This last arrangement,
we believe we are justified in saying, is the suggestion of J. 'W. Dawson,
Esq., Principal of McGill College, Montreal ; but we question whether the
Governors have altogether followed the spirit of his views. When he sug-
gested the position assigned Mr Reid, he did not contemplate that he should
have such duties in the High School as would engross his attention, and make-
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his Professorship of Logic an object to which he could devote but little of his
attention. His idea was, that, as Rector of the High School, his duty would
be merely to exercise such a general supervision as would not interfeve with
his exercising the duties of a Professorship. 'We have been somewhat at a
loss to know whether the High School and University departments were to
be kept separate, as the advertisement speaks of the Institution as one hav-
ing five Professors; but we have been informed that they ave to be separate.

In regard to these arrangements the most we have to say is that, if they
are not all that we could desire, they are yet a great advance upon the plans
of the Governors last winter, and approach what was coutemplated by the
Committees of Co-operation. We are not sufficiently informed regarding the
qualifications of the Congregationalist Professors ; but we have heard favor-
able reports, especially respecting Mr Corneish. But we think that the plan
of the Governors has been especially deficient in commencing with only a
partial course, and without having a complete staff of Professors. If they
expect general support they must give a complete and superior course, one
on which they can grant degrees which will give its alumni a creditable
standing alongside the pupils coming out from Colleges in other countries.—
‘We think that here it will appear what matter of regret it is that the Go-
vernors should have devoted their funds so largely to the High School
branches. 'With about £800 of annual income, the whole is so absorbed with
them that they can scarce afford any of their resources for teaching those
branches which uxre the legitimate object of the Institution.

There is another cireumstance which will render any of the Presbyterian
bodies chary about surrendering their own efforts for this plan, and that is the
uncertainty of its permanence. It now depends principally upon the Con-
gregationalists, and they may withdraw their funds at any moment.

‘We would not however wish to throw any discouragements in the way of
the Governors in"the course upon which they have entered. Ve shall be
happy if they succeed in putting the Institution on such a footing of efficien-
cy as will meet the wishes of the Synod. We confess however that our
hopes as well as our convictions respecting a Provincial Institution have been
somewhat modified, and our preferences now lean strongly to the idea of
Presbyterians uniting to found an Institution. They might even in this unite
with Congregationaliste, who have money without students, 'We understand
that it was their intention in removing to Halifax to unite with their efforts
in education.those of Presbyterians, and perhaps the two denominations
wight be able to agree in founding an Institution of an Evangelical character
and under religious influence. There will always be the difficulty connected
with & Government Institution, that we can have no security for the moral
or religious character of those who may be in‘roduced into it as Professors.
The Roman Catholics, as citizens, would have the same right there as Pres-
byterians; and, with the present truckling to them of those in power, we
would not be surprised to find them introducing into it a Roman Catholic
Professor ot History or a Jesuit teacher of Moral Philosophy.

We hope that the whole subject will receive the patient and carveful atten-
tion of the Committees of Co-operation during the present seazon. We think
it matter of regret that their proceedings last winter were not followe lup by
more definite plans before or at the meetings of the several Synods. We
hope that before next Synod they will be able to report svmething more de-
cided, either that Dalhousie has been modelled to meet our views or that
they have agreed upon a plan for united etfort on the part of the several
Preshyterian bodies.
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Home Missions.

REPORT OF MISSION TO CAPE
SABLE ISLAND, &c.
Tatamacoucns, June 18, 1856.

To the Rev. the Presbytery of Halifus,—

The undersigned missionary reports
as follows :—

That on the 21st March, when on his
way to spend a Sabbath in Pugwash
among the Presbyteriansin thatlocality,
where he delivered three sermons, he
received from the Rev G. Patterson a
communication. announcing his appoint-
ment to the Presbytery of Halifax : in-
structing him to repair to Shelburne, the
appointed scene of his labours. That
on the succeeding Monday he left Pug-
wash by Stage and reached Halifax on
the 25th. That, being detained two
days in the metropolis, he attended the
weekly fellowship meeting held in the
Church of the Rev Peter G. McGregor,
and, among other exercises, delivered
an address. Left Halifax on the 28th
by Stage, arrived at Shelburne on the
evening of the following day. Whilst
passing through the vamed localities of
the Western shores he much regrets
that he had not an opportunity to preach
Christ to the dense population of these
districts. What rich and inviting fields
for the labours of sound, energetic and
judicious missionaries! Oh! that years
ago the Synod had assumed an aggres-
sive character, had invaded these shores.
The seeds of divine truth would have

now germinated : enthusiasm would have
less predominancy: the truth would
have been more generally known : the
order, the beauty, the excellencies of
Presbyterianism would be seen: a har-
vest of (})recious souls would have been
gathered. There are warm emotions in
the Church : may they be kindled to-
ward the iron-bound shores of Nova
Scotia. Were a suitable missionary a
pointed, were time given for evangelis-
tic labours, surely much good would be
effected.

The undersigned, having reached the
scene of his la%ours, placed himself in
immediate communication with the Rev
George Clark. In his absence preach-
ed twice in the Church at Shelburne on
the last Sabbath of March. Left Shel-
burne by Stage on 2nd April, arrived
at Cape [sland on the following day.—
Was kindly received and hospitably en~
tertained by the family of William Cun-
ningham, Esq.,, who are entitled to the
immediate notice and gratitude of the
Church. They have cordially and gra~
tuitously entertained all the missionaries
that have visited the Island. Since the
commencement of the missionary opera-
tions of the Rev George Clark in this
Island this family have displayed a com-
mendable zeal for the advancement of
Presbyterianism. Mr Cunningham has
given a prominent and a commanding
site for a Church. A substantial an
commodious building has been commen-
ced. Mrs Cunninggam, senr., has very
much interested herself in the erection.
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of this editice. The progressive state of
the House is principally owing to the
continuous exertion of herselt and fami-
Iy. The proceeds of a Female Sewing
Society are applied to the ccmpletion of
this Church. However, mucans are

eatly wanting to finish the building.

he fow individuals who are construct-
ing this House of Worship truly deserve
the sympathy and aid of the Church at
large.

Tt having been arranged that three
weeks missionary labour should be ex-
peaded in the Island, the- undersigned
studied to employ the time to the best
advantage. ~He generally preached
thrice oneach Sabbath: visited ministe-
rially all the families that were deemed
advisable: diffused his evangelistic la-
bours to every section of the Island.—
The people are apparently disposed to
hear the gospel. On week-days and
Sabbath days, the audience gradually
increased, ind shewed an attentive re-
gard to the Word of God. Were the
people favoured with the regular minis-
trations of 1n approved minister preju-
dices would be dispelled, confidence
would be secured, knowledge would in-
crease, Presbyterianism would gradually
expand its wing and extend its limits.

‘The undersigned would earnestly call
the attention of the Presbytery to Cape
Island. 1t is an interesting Isle of the
Sea. Its physical properties, geographi-
cal dimensions, fishing capabilities, com-
mercial advantages, comparative wealth,
dense population and contiguity to the
mainland. are well known. The Island
is a grand scene for missionary opera-
tions. An active, attractive and judici-
ous missionary would find ample em-
ployment. At present the people have
no pastoral ministrations: the Churches
are vacant: the people are scattered as
sheep without a shepherd. May the
Lord look on their spiritual destitution.
May he soon send them a true and faith-
ful shegherd.

At Barrington the undersigned re-
grets that he only preached twice : other
engagements prevented. This is an
harmonious and delightful Iocality. The
people are industrious, enterprising,
courteous, moral and seemingly religi-
ous, The place abounds with Churches:
and the people a}gpear to love the habi-
tations of God’s House. Mr Clark gives
a part of his time to Barrington. ~He
has usually an overflowing house of at~
tentive auditors. Presbyterians here
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are few ; but this littie tlock are staunch
to their principles and respectable in
their character. It is anticipated that a
Presbyterian Church will ere long be
built here. A Society of youngand ac-
tive Ladies have commenced operations.
Thus a little one may become a thousand
and a small one a strong nation. May
the Lord hasten it in his time.

The two succeeding Sabbaths were
spent in conjunction with Mr Clark at

Iyde and Shelburnc. Ateach of these
localities, the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper was appointed to be dispensed.
At both places, the undersigned perform-
ed the usual services on Saturday, Sab-
bath and Monday. Some accessions
were made to the Church. The audi-
ences on all the days were respectable
and attentive, Itishoped that the Word
and Sacraments were not dispensed in
vain—that those were, to some, times of
refreshing from the presence of the Lord.
Being accompanied by Mr Clark, preach-
ed on different week-days on cach side
of Jordan Bay. The audiences were
respectable and attentive; the word of
the Lord they appeared to hear with
gladness; was desirous to visit other ex-
treme sections of the congregation, but
circumstances did not permit.

Left Shelburne on the 8th day, spent
the two following weeks at Lock’s Island.
This is another section of Mr Clark’s
congregation. Preached here twice on
one Sabbath; thrice on another; visited
ministerially fweniy familiess on_ week-
days preached thrice at Green Harbhor
and vicinity ; baptised an orphan boy.
It being a time of great excitement
among the Baptist people the audiences
were such as might be expected. The
Presbyterians in this place are in stutn
guo. The erection of a Churchis in a
state of abeyance at the present tune;
but it is to be hoped that they will soon
awake from their slumbers, and that they
will arise and build a sanctuary to the
Lord.

The undersigned is pleased to have
an opportunity to bear testimony to the
urbanity, the acceptability and the suc-
cess of the Rev M. Clark in all the sec-
tions of his congregation. Should health
be given him, and should his life be
spared, he promises to be eminently use-
ful. His labours in the county of Shel-
burne are widely extended. Much of
his time is spent in travelling. A fellow
labourer would greatly strengthen his
hards and advance the cause of the
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Church; but whether the people are
disposed to sustain a co-adjutor the un-
dersigned does not know.

Hearing of a passage by sca to Hali-
fax: being informed that the Presbyte-
ry had ordered his re-call, the under-
sianed left Lock’s Island on 21st May.
The wind proving unfavourable, had to
spend the 4th Sabbath of May in Liver-
pool. Found few Presbyterians in that
town; but deemed it advisable to visit
the few families to whom he had aceess.
Preached twice on the Sabbath, at the
request of the Rev Messrs. Tomkins and
BMelvin,

Reached Halifax on the 28th May.—
Attended the prayer-meeting in Poplar
Grove Church. Heard an interesting
address from Mr Matheson, preacher.—
By request of the pastor addressed the
T{\rone of Grace. From him receiv 4
notice of appointment to the Railroad
people.

ILoft Halifax on the 30th MMay, and
spent the two following weeks among the
operatives on the Rail Road in the vici-
nity of the Grand Lake; was cordially
received by Mr Frazer the contractor,
who gave due notice of his arrival.—
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Preached on the first Sabbath to an at-
tentive audience of about seventy peo-
ple; was kindly driven by My Cameron
to the school-house at Elmsdale ; in the
afternoon, preached there to an atten-
tive congregation at the request of the
Rev John Cameron. In the course of
the following week, visited twelve fami-
lies, preached three times on week even-
ings, baptized two children to men who
formerly received baptism from minis-
ters of the Chureh, who also engaged to
adorn and to sustain the gospel. On the
second Sabbath, preached three timesin
the same loeality, and baptized a child
to a man who engaged to comply with
the order of the Church.

Such is the Report which the under-
signed has to submit. He can honestly
say that he has devoted himself to the
service to which he wasappointed. He
declines expressing any opinion regard-
ing any good that may have resulted
from his labors—all will appear at the
last day. May the divine blessing ac-
company all domestic missionary opera-
tions.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Huce Ross.

Foreign

TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORT OF
THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MIS-
SIONS IN CONNECTION WITH
THE P. CHURCH OF N. 8.
During the past year your Board have

found much more than usuval to awaken

their interest, and employ their ener-
gies, both at home and abroad.
ANOTIER MISSIONARY.

They can now tell of another mission-
ary, under their care, having left these
shores, to carry the unsearchable riches
of Christ to the remote Isles of the
Southern Pacific. On this individual
the eyes of the Church have bzen anxi-
ously set for some years past. His pro-
pation under their immediate oversight
has satisfied your Board that, in point of
bodily cons:itution, mental endowments,
cducational acquirements, ardent piety
and thorough devotedness to the mission
work, he will prove no unworthy associ-
ate to the much esteemed, very efficient
and highly successful missionaries alrea-
dy ou the field. Great care was taken

Missions.

to afford every congragation under the
1nspection of Synod an opportunity of
seeing and hearing Mv Gorden, during
the interval which elapsed between its
last meeting and his departure, and sub-
stantial procfs of the propriety of this av-
rangement were everywhere visible in
the numerous and deeply interested au-
diences which he addressed, and the
abundant free will offerings by which
our people recognized him as their ac-
cepted missionary. Itmay well be anti-
cipated that Mr Gordon also must have
felt the happy influence of this general
introduction to the Churches, and thag
he must bave thanked God and taken
courage when he met so many christian
friends, who were forward to take him
by the hand and bid him God speed.—
In a lengthened and interesting report
of these congregational visits which has
not yet been pu%lished, he says, “1 feel
I cannot be too thankful to God for the
special mercies of which L have been the
recipient, during last summer, while vi
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siting the congregations. My health was
preserved, though on one or two occasi-
ons impaired, and the countenance of
the visible heavens was so vouchsafed to
me that I was only in one or two instan-
ces discommoded by the inclemency of
the weather. And what thankscan I
render to God for all the aids of his
grace which Ireceived in the hours of
need, and for the unmerited kindness
and affectionate care of many christian
brethren. These blessings have been
more than a reward to me for all my
past labors in the service of the best of
masters. By visit through the congre-
gations has resulted in aftaching them
very much to my affections, so that they
are constantly on my spirit at a Throne
of Grace. 1believe that some good has
also been the result of it in promoting
the missionary spirit, but God only
knows ow far any good has been the
result of it in the edification of saints
and conversion of the unconverted.”—
Having effected the transference of My
Gordon from the Halifax to the Pictou
Presbytery, your Board were in due
season notified that he was ordained by
the latter Presbytery to the office of the
holy mmistry. It is highly proper to
call special attention to the sensz of obli-
gation which your Board cannoi but en-
tertain towards these Presbyteries for
their diligent and efficient oversight of
Mr Gordon, in superintending his stu-
dies, and accomplishing bis licensure and
ordination.

MR GORDON’S DESIGNATION AND DE-

PARTURE.

On September 12th the ordination
services were held at West River, and
your new missionary then also acquired
the full status which places him on mi-
nisterial parity with the brethren with
whom he will be called to associate. A
copv of instructions was put into his
hands defining that status—directing
him to confer with Messrs. Geddie and
Inglis for the purposes of preliminary
training and stlecting the future seene
of operations, subject to the approbation
of your Board. Mr Gordon was farther
diveeted to occupy his time in Britain in
the prosecution of medical study, and
acquisition of sueh general information
as might conduce to the interests of the
Mission. Special instruction was also
given him to keep, and as far as practi-
cable transmit, from time to time, a
Journal of his proceedings as a missiona-
ry. Your Board have much pleasure in
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bearing testimony to tbe prompt and ef-
ficient manner in which Mr Gordon has
conformed to these instructions, so far
as he has had opportunity, thus afford-
ing good carnest of his devotedness to
the service on which he bas entered.—
In his frequent correspondences with
their Secretary they have observed with
much satistaction his ardent pursvit of
medical knowledge, under the most emi-
nent instructors, both by attendance on
Lectures and Hospital practice,—his
zealous efforts (o act as Home missiona-
vy in that vast city (London), where
heathenism of the worst type is so pre-
valent—his familiar acquaintance with
the returned missionaries of the Londen
Missionary Society~—his visit to Scot~
land and free intercomrse with the mi-
nisters and members of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, by whom he was
received as a brother—iu a word, his
evident purpose to make every day of
his sojourn in Briizin subserve the great
work to which he has been set apart—
The period of his departure from Lon-
don is not yet definitely known, butwith
such a resolule spiristoimprove in every
needful qualifizution, there exists no ap-
prehension that the delays which have
oecurred, or may yet oceur, will prove
any hindvance to the ullimate success of
his mission.  Let hope deferred rather
be esteemed a highly tavorable ordering
of that Providence which has hitherto
so manifestly made « all things work to-
gether for good” to our holy enterprize.

n his last letter Mr Gordon says, « Al-
thongh the Jokn Williams is notto leave
il the last of June, yet I will have my
time busily occupied after my return
from Paris, for (11.V.) 1 shall go to that
city in the beginning of June, and hope
to visit some of the Opthalmic Hospitals
during my short visit there. Ithink I
can truly say 1 believe that God will
guide me to the most suitable field of
labor, if he should be pleased to make
any use of mein preaching the unsearch-
able riches of Christ among the heathen
—where others have not gathered abar-
vest for Christ—where Christ s un-
known—there will I most rejoice to la-
Lor for bim, even if 1 shonld gather but
little fiuit into his garner.”

EFFORTS FOR AN ADDITIONAL MIS-

SIONARY LABORER.

It is with much regra that your Beard
have felt themeelves unable to obtain the
services of another missionary agreeably
to Synodical instruction. During lis
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visit to Scotland their Secretary, whose
Teport has been received and will be
submitted to Synod, brought “the mat-
ter under the notice of the ministers and
students of the United and Reformed
Presbyterian Churches, through their re-
spective Boards and periodicals. It ap-
cars that the Committees on Foreign
gﬁssions in connection with both Church-
s offered every fadlity in their power
to secure the additional labor sought.
Inaccordance with the mgent request
of the United Preshyterian Committee
DMr B. prepared an appeal, containing
the substance of his addresses before
them, and atthe annual missionary meet-
ing of the United Presbyterian Students.
Association, and had it published forth-
with in their Missionary Record. In
the November No. of this highly influen-
tial periodical this appeal was inserted,
under a very commendatory preface by
the Editor- In the conference with the
Reformed Presbyterian Committee noth-
ing occurred beyond the interchange of
fraternal regards, and the confirmation
of that mutual intevest which had origi-
nated in the co-operation of the mission-
aries. The lack of suitable agents ex-
perienced by the Reformed Presbyterian
Church is quite as great as that of the
Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia,
and as it was contemplated by our high-
Iy esteemed coadjutors to send another
missionary, if at all practicable, it was
Jjudged quite improper to urge any peti-
tion for additional laborers. In addition
to this reference to their Secretary’s re-
port your Board have only to say, that
up o the present date they bave receiv-
ed no application directly or indirectly
to hisappeal. With reference to another
direction of Synod, prompt weasures
have been taken to make enquiry, and,
if practicable, to obtaiu the services of a
pious mechanic of as varied talents as
possible to accompany My Gordon, and
to be employed in the Foreign Mission
field. At their meeting on July 15th it
was ordered that an advertisement soli-
citing the tender of servive an the part
of pious mechanics o aet in the capacity
of teachers in the Foreign field, <hould
be fmserted in the Register, Eustcen
Cirvonizly and Do shuterica VWit ss, for
one month.  Prior to any suitable offer,
in answer to this advertisement, their
Secretary reported the result of his con-
ference with the Seeretary of the Lon-
dou Missionary Soviety. and Samoan
missionaries acquainted with the New
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Hebrides, and this report proved so un-
favorable to the employment of mecha-
nics in the manner desived, that no far-
tl}sr attempt was made to procure such
aid.

From the same source an equally de-
cisive opinion was obtained against the
employment of female agency. and even
in the exceptional case, contemplated at
last Synod, it was considered quite ne-
cessary that Mr Geddie’s approbation
should be first secured. It is sufficient
here to add that Mr Geddie’s opinion
has Leen received, and is confirmatory
of the view now stated.

It will be thus apparent that while
your Board have not neglected the iw-
portant trust commitied to them, there
has been no successful result from their
efforts to procure additional missionary
ageats n the various ¢uarters to which
their attention was directed by the mi-
nutes of last Synod.

PROSPECT OF CO-OPERATION WITII THE
TU. P. CANADIAN CHURCH.

To diiferent congregations in that
Church the funds of the Mision have
been largely indebted in times past; but
from the late meeting of their Synod, a
much more extensive co-operation may
be safely anticipated. From a commu-
nication to be laid before this Synod it
will appear that our Lrethren, the Rev
Messrs. McCurdy and Patterson, have
buen privileged to attend the session of
the Canadian Synod held in Hamilton
on the 1Sth inst, and to address that
reverend body on the claims of the Wew
Hebrides Mission on their support. A
letter from our missionary, Mr Geddie,
to the Rev Jobn Jennings, Toronto, was
also Iaid upon their table of a similar
purport. . Whereupon it was unanimons-
v ameeed in due form, ©That this Sy-
nod, having listened with much satisfac-
tion to_the addresses of their hrethren
from Nova Seotia, and to My Geddies
letter, resolve to institute as soun asprac-
ticable a Mission to the South Seas, to
be conjained. chould it be agrecable to
the Synod of Nova Scotia, with their
Misson, and that as son as suilicient
funds are vealized, and a suitable mis-
sionary abtained. they shall be happy to
ea-oporate with the sister Chureht in
their zealous, and. though God's bless-
ingz. already suceessful labors in thot in-
terasting feid.  Dr Ferrie and Mr Jen-
nings wera then appointed a committee
to take such steps as may be requisite to
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excite an interest in this object among
our congregations in this country.”
APPLICATION FROM STUDENTS.

In addition to_ this exceedingly grati-
fying prospect of enlarged missionary la-
bor, 1t may be stated that from our stu-
dents, now in training for the ministry,
offers of service bave been received,
which your Board however do not feel
themselves at liberty to accept without
Synodical sanction. How cheering it is
thus to discern the sure tokens of an
abundant supply of suitable labor for
that field, which is white unto the har-
vest. Verily the Lord of the harvest
has heard the voice of Christ’s supplica-
tion, that he would send forth laborers
into his barvest. Let us bless his holy
name, and wrestle all the more vigorous-
ly with the God of Jacob when we be-
bold him moving to answer the prayers
of his people.

LOSS OF MISSION GOODS.

Hitherto, in the detail of fome proce-
dure, your Board have had but tospeak
of incidents eminently prosperous, now
they must solicit attention to such as
bave caused them great anxiety, if they

rove not greatly adverse to the Mission
interest. Mission Goods to a larae
amount were shipped from Pictou last
fall in good season to reach London be-
fore the sailing of the Jokn Williams.—
The vessel was wrecked on the coast of
Cape Breton, part of the Goods were re-
covered, but, before they could be con-
veyed to any port of shipment for Bri-
tain and properly cxamined, it was con-
sidered quite too late to securc their
transmission by the John Williams, then
expected to leave London in May. Un-
der these circumstances your Board at
once resolved to prefer their claims for
the full amount of insurance which had
been secured on the entire consignment.
Tls was done accordingly and the sum
of £250 was obtained {rom the Under-
writers.  Your Board have thus sceurea
the value (] pecuniarg{e of the property
entrusted to them. They regret, how-
ever, deeply the disappointment experi-
enced by the many zealous friends who
contributed the various articles thus lost
to the Mission—articles of which not a
few cannot find any proper equivalent
in money. At the same time this tiial
has not been without its redeeming cir-
cumstances, for not only were there
some boxes of clothing that did not come
forward in season to be shipped, as their
contributors designed, but several valua-
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ble boxes were made up to supply the
place of, the wrecked property, and all
were shipped in good season for Lon-
don, which port they have reached in
safety and now await the sailing of the
Joln Williams.

Your Board would consider it a pleas-
ing duty here, as elsewhere, to record
their obligation to the Agents of the
Dritish North American Mail Steam
Packet Company in Halitax, for their
safe and gratuitous shipment of these
Goods to Liverpool in their well appoint-
ed and admirably conducted Line of
Packets.

Were this, then, the only reverse
which had been sustained during the
past year, it might be properly estecemed
in connection with its attendant cireum-
stances as light and unimportant, but
there exists grave apprehension that the
large and valuable shipment of Goods by
the Barque Sydney, for Melbourne, has
cither been entirely lost, or have somis-
carried, as to have disap})ointed most bit-
terly the expectatiens of friendsat home
and missionaries abroad. These Goods
were regularly shipped, Bills of Lading
received, and Freight paid.  Consignee
Letters were also sent to Messre. Hamil-
ton & Ross, the former having already
acted efliciently as our Agent in East
Melbourne and the latter in Sydney,
the recoznized Agent of the London
Missionary Society. Every precaution
was used in the safe packing, and ad-
dressing of the boxes to said-consignees,
so that when the arrival of the vessel had
been veported, no apprehension as to the
safe delivery of the Goods was enter-
tained by your Board. TUnder date
April Suth, 1355, Mr Hamilton, howe-
ver, writes to_acknowledge the receipt
of Consignee Letter, and states that he
had made diligens enquiry but could
hear no tidings of vessel or goods, and
advises recourse on the Underwriters—
The information previously received by
the Agents of the Sydney, and her arni-
val at Melbourne in December, 1854,
prevented any serious anxicty about the
safety of our consignment, mere especi-
ally as the name of Dr Ross, Sydney,
was attached to it, as well as that of Rev
Robert Hamilton, and it was quite possi-
Dble that the Goods might have been sent
directly to Sydney, even to Aneiteum.
These expectations however have prov-
ed quite fallacious, a3 Mr Geddie writes
to say, that a vessel had called at Anei-
teum with @ package from Sydney, Aus-
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tralia, in March, 1855, and Dr Ross had
then no Goods under his care, as Mr G.
feels assured he would have sent any
such consignment in this vessel. In
these painful circumstances your Board
bave taken immediate and active mea-
sures to inform the owners of the vessel
of the loss of this property, and have
officially notified their Agents in New
Glaszow, N. S.. of the extent of the loss
for which they hold the owners liable.
The insurance ecffected was not less
than £400. and this was not understood
to cover the actual value.  Inthis, asin
the furmer case, there were many arti-
cles of a value not to be estimated by
their  meney worth”  But the source of
greatest anxiety les in the sad disap-
pointment which has been experienced
by the Mission family, and still morve,
that most valuable class of our agency,
the native teachers, whose salary is
wholly defrayed out of the supplies,
clothing, &¢., sent from Nova Scotia—
Mr Geddie had already been indebted
to Mr Inglis for some supplies, which
met the present need of the teachers on
Tana and Fotuna. In his last letter,
Novewber 6, 1833, Mr G. says, 1 am
sorry to inform von that the supplies
sent by the Sydney to Melbourne have
pot reached me. I received a package
from Dt Ross, via Isle of Pines, afew
days agd, and. as he makes nc mention
of them, I tonclude that they have not
come to him. It is guie possible that
they are guite safe. thongh their deten-
tion is uie inexpliceble. Taere is ve-
gular Steam commmnieation between
Svdney and Melbonrne four times a
week, so that Goods can be transmitted
at any time” Again he savs, - The
time when our nauve teachers reevive
their annwal supplies ix near at hand,
and I bave nothing to give them. Their
supply last rear was Himited, and for this
reason they need clothing very much.”
Your Board feel this account of destitu-
tion the more keenly, berause the Jukn
Williams, in consequence of repeated
delays in her time for «iling, has been
50 long detained in London that her ar-
rival at Aneitenm will he, under the
most favorable circumstauces, much la-
ter than was anticipated by the mission-
aries.  Itis only necessary here 1o add,
that Mr Gordon has been specially in-
structed to mwke all proper enquiry
about the missing property immediately
e¢n his arrival at Australia, and if not ir-
recoveraldy lost he will no dovlbt disco-
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ver where 1t is and bow it has miscar~
ried.

It is confidently anticipated that the
action of your Boatrd in these trying cir-
cumstances will not only meet the un-
qualified approbation of Synod, but fully -
satisfy the numevous friends who have
committed their very liberal contiibu-
tions to our care, so that instead of any
diminution in their generous and well
directed cfforts, they may only be the
more incited to perseverance and increase
in Liberality. It is well to remark that
this happy vesult has already been ex-
perienced in the Town of Pictou, where
the loss of one shipment to the amount
of £26 was replaced by another valued
at £40. Let our good friends every-
where remember that even if there had
been a total loss of the Goods they con-
tributed, thet God who commanded the
king of Isracl because it was in his heart
to build him an house, though he per-
mitted him not so to do, would have ae-
cepted their gifts laid on the Mission al-
tar even as if these gifts bad fully an~
swered their original purpose. Let us
not faint when his hand touckes us, but
only the more bestiv ourselves to self-de-
nial and activity in his service. in one
word, here let Mr Geddie’s language be
pondered. When speaking of the anti-
cipated loss of these Goods, be says, “1
cannat close my remarks on this subject
withour expressing my admiration of the
liberality of the friends of the Mission,
and my thankfulness for their generous
tribute to the cauvse of God. What hag
been done shews toat our people have
the spirit and ability to do much, inany
good cawse. I trast that their interest
in the Missien may not be without itsin-
fluence on your unworthy Agentsabroad,
and that we may feel it our duty to la-
bor with more energy in a cause which,
thank God, has taken hold of so many
hearts at home.” .

TIDINGS FROM THE MISSION FIELD.

These extracts from Mr Geddie's cor-
respondence yet unpublished, remind
your Board that it is now proper to refer
more particelarly ta the tidings received
from the Mission fickd since last meeting
of Synod.  Weie it necessary to refer
in detail to the entire amount of corres-
pondence during this period, there is no
doubt that such reference would be both
pleasing and profitable, but with the ex-
iting means of diffusing tidings as they
reach Nova Scotia. thisit is now felt has
become less imperative.  Private letters




472 The Missionary Register.

and official communications have been
veceived with great frequency during
the latter period of the lapsed year.—
Mr G.’s Journal is in course of publica-
tion, and there remains only one letter,
already referred to (November 6,1855),
which has not been publicly reported.—
Only such portions of these papers as
contain matter on which the Board have
taken action, or the Synod may now re-
aire to take action, will be adverted to.
That which calls most loudly for imme-
diate action has been prominently
brought before the Church.
AISSIONARY SCHOONER.
Great difficulty, alipost amounting to
entire prohibition, has been experienced
by our missionaries in their navigation
between the Islands of the New Hebrides
group. Loss of life by exposure in the
Kail canoes and small boats now in use,
the necessity of securing the regular
conveyance of supplies to those native
teachers aiready located as pioneers on
Tana and Fotuna, and the ighly favor-
able openings which are obtained by the
visits of chicfs, and other influential na-
tives, who hear of and desire to test by
personal observation the wondrous
change which christianity has produced
tn Ancitcum—these and other reasons
more fully set forth in the appeal of
Xessrs. Geddie and Inglis, have induced
them to apply to their respective Church-
es for a Mission Schooner. MMay it not
e added, that the health of My Geddie
aad family bas so often been vecruited
by short passages in the Jokn TWilliams,
that such an appendage asis now sought
for the Mission may be considered, if
not mdispensible, at least highly service-
able towards the permanency, as well as
extension of missionary cffort, in that re-
gion. It is extremely gratifying to note
&hat our zealous and able co-adjutors in
Seotland have atonce complied with this
appeal, and have not only raised their
noiety, but realized a sum equal to the
entire estimated costof the vessel, £300
sterling. They have ordered the schoon-
er to be built in the Clyde, that world-
wide renowned port for shipbuilding,
aund our only fear is that iu this, as in
providing a printing press, the zeal and
activity of our much esteemed brethren
mpay so anticipate our movements as to
defeat Mr Geddie’s proposal, that £150
sterling be raised by the Sabbath Schools
af cur Church. Before your DBoard
could act in the matter these worthy
friends bad theirscheme matured and in
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operation, but fortunately, by a letter
from their Seeretary, they accepted the
arrangement of the missionaries to allow
the schooner to become mutual proper-
ty, and your Board gave order shortly
after the appeal came to hand to the
London Missionary Society to allow the
sum required for our moiety, £150 stg.,
to be drawn by any duly recognized par-
ty, or parties, in connection with the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church of Scot-
land; and at the same time Dr Bates, as
Sceretary of their Mission Committee,
was advised of thisdecision. Thatyour
funds will in due season be reimbursed
by the contributions of the Sabbath
Schaols of the Church, to whose liberali-
ty the scheme has been commended,
your Board did not doubt when adopt-
ing it, nor have they yet any reason to
call in question the propriety of their de-
cision. The account of your Treasurer
will shew that already the appeal has
been nobly met by our juvenile army of
Mission supporters.
PROGRESS OF MISSION.

In his latest letter Mr Geddie says in
relation to the position and prospects of
the Mission, “It is cnough to say we
meet with little to discourage and much
to encourage us in our work. The Word
of God spreads, and I hope that its en-
lightening and saving influence is feltby
many souls. Teachers are now station-
ed in almost every station of the Island,
and heathenism sinks to rise r.o more.”
He has now under his care twenty na-
tive teachers, and Mr Inglis about as
many. Four teachers are located in
Tana, where they meet with encourag-
ing success, and where it is very proba-
ble Mr Gordon will be permanently lo-
cated. It is interesting thevefore to know
that a passage had been obtained, by the
kindness of Captain Rees, in the Brig
Hirondelle for t\:e two teachers to be sta-
tioned at Port Resolution, the principal
station on Tana,—that just as they were
preparing to depart a chief from that
very district bad visited Anciteum with
the intention of seeing for himself what
christianity had accomplished in that Js-
lang, and to solicit teachers for his own
district.  When informed that two teach-
ers were prepared to go he hastencd
home to prepare for their reception.—
These teachers were expected to take
with tirem matexials for Mission build-
ings, which would be erected on their
landing, and prove a temporary shelter
for any missionary who might land on
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the Island. This chief says that many
in his Island desirve to know the Word of
God, but they are afraid of the disease-
makers.” In the confident hope that
missionaries will Le out in the Jokn Wil-
liams, Mr Geddie informs us he will
have one or two houses in readiness for
them which can be made habitable in a
few weeks after landing, and then adds,
“ You may be sure we will do every
thing in our power to promote the com-
fort and usefulness of those whom you
send. He has forwarded a small Tanese
publication from the Mission press, being
a compilation of two hooks prepared by
MMessrs, Tarner and Nesbit of the Lon-
don Missionary Sosicty, and formerly in
Tana. He has also in Lis possession a
brief grammar of the language prepared
by the same brethren, which he tran-
seribed when in Samoa. Moreover, he
has written to them for a vocabulary of
the language as prepared by them, which
he doubts not will be sent. ¢ These
aids,” he observes, « will Le invaluable
10 the new brethren, who will know as
much of the language in a few weeks
with them as they would in many months
without them.”
NATIVE TEACHXRS’ SUPPORT.

In answer to yowr Board’s enguiry
about the support of native teachers Mr
Geddie says, “We have at present four
Samoan teachers in Aneitcam, two in
my own and Lwo in My Inglis’ district.
These have alwavs had their supplies
from the Londen Missionary Soiiety.—
The value of clothing given annually to
each Samoan teacher is from £3 to £4.
In addition to this they receive presents
from the snpplies yon send.  Oue of
these teachers, perhap-more, will return
to their own Island by the Jokn 117ili-
ams, and their places will not be sup-
plied from the same souree.  As to the
Aneiteum teachers they bave food sup-
plied by their own prople and clothing
irom the Mission supplivs, I have never
drawn on your funds fie any thing for
their support, as th, .upplies hitherto
have enabled e to fulfil to some extent
my engagements to them.  As civiliza-
tion advances their wants will inerease,
but I have no doubt the contributions
from home will enabie us to provide for
them.”  He then mentions a list of avti-
cles most in request, and alist of these
bas Leen sent to Mr Gordon.

MR GEDDIE'S 11E \LTIL

Another extract from this highly in-
teresting and dmportant letter will sui-
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fice, in the hope that its entire contents
will be published &t an early date.—
Much anxiety bas been felt about Mr
Geddie’s health, not only from his own
letters, but from the testimony of that
respected missionary, Mr Hardie, who
saw him on the last homeward voyage of
the Joln Williams as she called at Anei-
teum. Se¢ much did your Board feel
this that they had recently instructed
their Secretary to assure Mr Geddie that
he had their full sanetion to return to
Neva Scotia if his health required. This
injunction had beenbarely fulfilled when
the above letter came to handy which re-
moves all anxiety as to imminent dan-
ger. “I am sorvy to learn from your
fetter (November, 1854) that my occa-
sional attacks of fever, and fever and
ague have caused you solicitude on my
behalf. X thought it proper, however, to
mention them, that missionaries coming
might not be deceived as to the climate.
Had 1 Inown the climate better, and
used more precautions, I might have suf-
fered less, and I doubt not but our ex-
perience will be beneficial to others—
But you are mistaken if you suppose I
am broken down with fever and fever
and ague, or that my constitution has
been seriously affected by them. T feel
as vigorous to-day as when I landed on
this Tsland.  But I now begin to see the
important bearing which health has on
the cause of Missions on these Islands,
and I shall henceforth regard it as a sa-
cred duty to avoid unnecessary expo-
are and use all proper means for its
preservation. .
EXPENDITURE.

Your Board do not feel ashamed to
say that the expenditure last year has
been much greater than in former years.
Mot only has an additional missionary
been salaried from the date of his ac-
ceptance by the Board as their Agent
(Qlay 23, 1853), but his cutfit and Mis-
sion supplies have fallen heavily on the
unds.  He has drawn. as authorized,
£250 9s. sterling, besides his passage
fare to Liverpool. This, added to Mr
Geddie’s salary and the education of his
children, and supplies of medicine,
amounting to £175 sterling, and £150
sterling for Aission schooner, will shew
an ageregate expenditure of £375 9s.
sterling, or £719 0s. 3d. cwrrencey. Your
Treasurer’s statement will show Liew this
sam has been met.

B a statement of account with the
London Missionary Society reventiy ve-
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ceived up to date April 28, 1856, it ap-
pears that they bave a balance on hand
in our favor of £566 7s. 2d. sterling—
This includes however the £200 sterTing
which has been remitted from insurance
recovered on Goods wrecked, and sub-
Ject to be wholly expended by Mr Gor-
don, if the Jokn Williains can take so
much freight; also £150 sterling for the
John Knox, Mission schooner. This
leaves a balance of £216 sterling, on the
supposition that Mr Geddie has drawn
for all the sums which he was authorized
to claim, which is not at all probable.—
Farther, if present negociaticns with the
expectant candidate from Canada should
prove successful, the balance now on
band will soon disappear. Your Board
however dv not, and never have, enter-
tained any fear about peéuniary mat-
ters. Past experience has invariably
shewa that the growing wants of the
Mission have always been promptly and
fully met by the growing liberality of its
supporters. Nor do your Board ques-
tion the propriety of the Synod’s deci-
sion in 1854, which contemplated the
employment and maintenance of four
ordained missionaries on the New He-
brides. The heaviest draftis always ex-
perienced at the designation and depar-
ture of each missionary, Once this has
been met, the steady expenditure for
each becomes comparatively light.
SUBJECTS OF REFERENCE TO S§TNOD.
Ist. The claims of the London Missi-
onary Society. Past experience shews
that the extensive and increasing pecu-
niary business of thé Mission has ever
been most courteously and altogether
gratuitously met by this truly christian
Society. Their agency has, both in
London, Sydney and Samoa, been placed
at our disposal and that of our missiona-
ries. Itis not saying too mueh to assext
that we never could have commenced,
and certainly would not have maintain-
ed as vigorously as we have done, the
Auneiteum Mission, but for the seasonable
and continued aid of these * kelpers in
the Lord,” and when we reflect that this
most zealous and efficient agency remains
to this day, after so many years service,
unrequited by any pecuniary acknow-
ledgment—that they have incurred hea-
vy habilities in supporting that Mission
vessel which has served our Mission fa-
nily so frequently in time of need, and
will even now we expect prove the
means of safe and almost gratuitous con-
veyance for Mr Gordon to the scene of
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his labors—and still more when it is
known thdt, in conference with yvour Se-
cretary the Secretary of that Society
first expressed the decision of the Direc-
tors to accept no recompense for any
service done to our missionaries, and yet
were of the opinion that a donation, un-
der present circumstances, would prove
very acceptable —and when these views
were expressed in writing to your Board
—it must be allowed on all hands that
it was high time that the Church should
be stirred up to a sense of duty in thus
meeting a c}jﬂim, the strongest which can
well meet any christian Church or indi-
vidual. The letter of Dr Tidman and
other information has been laid before
the Churches, but the results have not
answered ‘ds yet the expectation of your
Board. Had they felt sure that their
funds would bave admitted a direct vote
of any sum suficient to mark, however
imperfectly, their sense of obligation to
this Society, they would have hear:ily
taken the responsibility assumed in pro-
viding for the expense of the Mission
schooner Jokn Knoz, but this they could
not at the time do, and would now,
therefore, prefer the claims asabove sta~
ted to this Synad, that they may deal
with it in the spivit of large-hearted l-
berality, and either by direct vote or ad-
ditional appeal to the Churches secure a.
suitable sum for this most worthy pur-
pose.
2. ADDITIONAL MISSIONARIES.

It would be well for the Supreme
Court farther to consider the propriety
of employing four ordained missionaries
in the foreign field. There is good
ground to hope that, from the Treasu-
rer’s statement to be laid before this
meeting, no cause will be found to re-
sile from this position. It may be men-
tioned that one congregation in Picton
Presbytery had raised in goods and mo-
ney, during the past year, in connection
with this Mission no less a sum tham
£133 10s. 9d. currency, a sum movre than
equal to the salary of our missionary,
and there are other congregations that
might attain 2 proportionate degree of
liberality. Let us not then recede, if
we do aot advance in our determination.
to extend cur Foreign-Mission staff, and
there is no reason to apprehend that in
time to come any more than in time past
will the other schemes of the Church
fail. or even faré the worse because of
the liberal support given to the Foreign
Mission.
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3. MISSIONARY AND OTHER PERIODI-

CALS.

Your Board have now to call attention

to the remit of last Synodanent periodi-
cals, which has been diligently attended
to by thera. At a meeting of the Board
held in November 15, 1855, there was
taken into consideration the propriety
of issuing another publication in connec-
tion with the Register. It was unani-
mously agreed that this new publication
be attempted, that its name be the Chis-
tian Instructer and Alissionary Register
of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Sco-
lia, to contain 43 pages of same size and
form as the Cnited Presbyterian Maga-
ztne—the last 16 pages having the usual
missionary matter, to bz had separately
at the former price by such as prefer it,
but the entire cost of the publication to
be 5s. per annum. It was fartheragreed
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that the Rev George Patterson be ap-
pointed Editor, with a salary of £20 per
annum, in lieu of all expences, in con-
ducting efficiently the Editorial depart-
ment. After due deliberation it was
also arranged that the estimate of Mr
Barnes be accepted, and that {or the en.
suing year the publishing office be in
Halifax.

It will be for the Synod to state their
opinion of these arrangements and the
mauner in which they have been seve-
rally camied out.

In closing this, the twelfth and cer-
tainly most gventful report, your Board
feel disposed to exclaim, * What hath
God wrought? Tow soon has the little
one become a thousand, and the small
one a strong nation. It is the Lord’s

. . . >
doing and it 1s marvellous in our eyes!

Xews of the Church.

MeETING OF THE TForriey Mis-
810N BoARD—AXOTHRR MisSIONARY
AccerTED~The Foreign Mission Board
met at Pictou on the 23rd inst.  An ap-
plication was received from Ir Jobhn
‘Wm. 3atheson, preacher of the Gospel,
to be received asa Foreign Missionary
under the charge of the Board. After
mature deliberation it was unanimously
agreed that he be aceepted, and at the
conclusion of his present appointments
under the Home Board, that he be ta-
kep into the service of the Board, and
he was directed to spend the approach-
ing winter in medieal studies and me-
chanical pursuits.  We have therefore to
congratulate our Church that in the
course of a few weeks she will have three
Missionaries in her employment.

Applicatious were also received from
Messrs. James A. Murrav and Samuel
F. Johnston, students of Theology to be
received under the charze of the Board
as candidates for the TForeign Mission
field. It was agreed to receive them as
candidates for 2=Foreign Mission work,
and encourage them to prosecute their
studies with that object, in the expecta-
tion that when their course is comple-
ted, the Synod will be prepared to em-
power the Board to accept the services
of both. It was agreed to allow them
£30 cach per annum, to aid them in pro-
secuting their preparatory studies.  The

Board will be happy to receive special
donations for this object.  Messrs. Mur-
ray and Johnston are both in the third
year of their Theological course, are
both young men of promise, and should
they be spared toenter upou their work,
will it is boped, by the blessing of God,
prove eflicient and successful Missionar-
iesof the Cross. They have been re-
commended to dircet their attention
during the ensuing winter especially to
Theological studies.

PrespyTERY OF Prerov.—The
Presbytery of Pictou met in Primitive
Church, New Glasgow, for the Presby-
terial visitation of the congregation.
The questions of the formula were put
to the minister and other ofiice-bearers,
and the veplies indicated a highly satis-
factory state of things. The Presbytery
particularly remarked the liberality of
the congregation, the sum of £410 bhav-
ing been rwised in a body having only
70 families, and 154 communicants, be-
ing at the rate of nearly £6 for every
family, and at the rate of £2 14s. for ev-
ery communicant.

AMr Daniel Fraser, student of Theolo-
gy, delivered a lecture on Phil. i. 9-11
which was approved, and the Clerk was
instructed to certify him tothe Hall. It
was also agreed that Messrs. Isaae Pat-
terson and Jobn D. MecGillivray who
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have given in their exercises to a Com-
mittee of Presbytery should be certified.

The Rev George Walker being un-
well, the Rev James Bayne was appoint-
ed to take his place in Charlottetown, in
the expectation that Mr Walker will be
sufliciently recovered to follow him, he
in like manner to be succeeded by the
Rev James Waddell.
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After appointing supply for the Sta-
tions under the charge of the Presbytery,
and other routine business, the Presby-
tery adjourned tomeet in James’ Church,
New Glasgow, on the 4th Tuesday of
Qctober, for Presbyterial visitation, the
Rev James Bayne to preach on the oc-
casion.

FINANCE.
TREASURER'S ACCOUNTS FOR 1855-6.
The Special Effort for Seminary in Ace. with ABR. PATTERSON, Treasurer.

1854. RECEIPTS.
By John McKinlay, Esq., from Rev G. Patterson £25 0 O
« John Yorston, £100, James Yorston, £100 200 0 0
¢« J. M. Geldert, Halifax, 20s, Ed. Joyce, do, 20s 2 00
« James Scott, 100s, Joseph Sceton, 60s, W. F. Grant, 20s. 9 0 0
R « John Esson,Esq. 20s, MxsJ. B. Oxley, 20s, Wm Newcomb,50s 4 10 0
1855.
« Mrs Boyd, 25s, Mrs Nelson, Shebimcadie, 5s 110 0
Febs. 10. ¢ Villiam Matheson, Greenr Hill 100 0 0
1855.
% John Falconer, G Hill, 100s, John Arthur, do, 20s 6 0 0
¢« Mrs O’'Neil,Pictou, 25s, March5th,Mr T.McCulloch,in p't,100s 6 5 0
Mar. 16. ¢ D. Cameron, M. Thom, 20s, John McDonald, W R, 1st in-
stalment, 20s, WWm Graham, YR, 25s, Thos. Fraser, do, 20s,4 3 0
¢ Thos Fraser, G Hill, 25s, Thos Kerr, M River, 20s 2 5 0
July 5. ¢« Rev James McLean, 60s, Widow's Mite, Londonderry, 25s 4 5 ¢
“ A Lady, per Rev William McCulloch 5 0 0
10. ¢ Sundry persons, Bedeque, P. E. 1., £8 13s 34, L ¢’y. 7 4 4%
« do Lot 14 do 3 18s 1d, do 3 5 0%
«“ do Cascumpegue, do 5§ 6s5d, do 4+ 8 8%
Sept. 1. “ Rev Dr Keir, 100s, J Bearesto, Esq, 60s, B Thompson, 65.
Archibald Sinclair, 3s, Allan McNeil, 3s, B. Bearesto,
5s 8d, £8 17s 3d Island currency . 7 7 6%
Dec. 5. Interest received from Rev J. Bayne 18 0
s 8‘21. ¢ Dr Hugh McLeod, W River, 25s 15 0
1856.°
Mare. 1. « MrW. Matheson, junr.,, W.R., 40s; J. Hughan, M. Thom,-40s4 0 0
« John McXKenzie, Green Hill, 10s; James Graham, do,10s 1 0 0
“ (George Carr, M. River, 1005; Alexr. Kent, Truro, 25s 6 5 0
20, « Mr Kenneth McKenzie, Green Hill 1 3 0
Jun 15. ¢ Interest from James McDonald to 15th June 410 0
28. « N.BI. River, viz., John McPhee, senr., 20s, Alex. Grant, 20s2 ¢ 0
“ do Alex. Robertson, 12s6d, H. Logan, 1256d1 5 0
« do - Wm. Fisher, 20s, Jas. Thompson, junr, 20s 2 0 9
« do Widow Canty, 40s, John Caldwell, 255 3 5 9
i do John Fisher, 25s, Joseph Caldwell, 50s 8 15 0
“« do Peter Grant, 20s,Jokn Grant (P.’sson),40s3 0 0
w do John Grant 100
w do Miss Canty, 25s, Archibald McPhee, 60s 4 5 0
« Interest from James McLean, Esq 2 5 0
July 1. « D. McLeod, W. River, per Rev George Patterson 100
435 3 8
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1854, PAYMENTS.

Dec. 14. To paid Rev George Patterson, expense, &c. £6 0 O
1855,
Nov.17. %  Rev James Ross, for apparatus 40 0 ©
q “  Mr Thomas McCulloeh, for Books 89 0 0
1856.
Jan. 25. “  Rev James Ross, for apparatus 25 0 0
June 16. “ do do Books 50 0 O
£ Jas. McDonald, Merch’t,G. Hill, loaned 14th Sept.last 100 ¢ 0
“ James McLean, Esq. do do do 50 0 0
July 1. %  Balance of expenses paid Rev George Patterson 4 0 0
“ Commission on £435 at 23 per cent 10 17 7
2. %  Balance due at date 110 6 1
435 8 8
July 2. By balance due at date 110 6 1
We have examined this account and find it correct.
GEORGYE WALKER, Auditi
RODERICK McGREGOR, { &% ang
ALEX. FEASER, ommiitee.

The Educational Board of P. C. of N. 8. in dcc. with ABR. PATTERSON, Treasurer.

1855, RECEIPTS.
July 7. By balance of account at date £221 12 53
Sept. 28, ¢ Mr P. S, Smith, mortgage paid 50 0 0
Dec. 27. “ From Province for interest in Pictou Academy 500 0 ©
May 28. ¢ Trustees on Truro Church, part 50 0 O
July 2.« Inverest due on monies loaned to 15th June last 93 13 10
« Batance of Chambers’ Estate received 2d Feb'y last 22 10 0
987 16 33
Balance, 265 4 113}
1853. PAYMENTA.
Dec. 27. To paid Provincial Debentures £400 sterling £500 0 ©
% Premium paid on do 25 0 0
1856.
Feb. 2. “«  J.McKinlay, Esq., expense on Chambers’ Estate 8 12 7
July 2. “ Balance of Seminary account 133 10 9
“  For negotiating Debentures in Halifax, 1 percent. 5 0 0
« . Commission on £216 at 24 per cent. 5 8 0
672 11 4
We have examined this account and find it correct.
GEORGE WALKER, P
RODERICK McGREGOR, ¢ j5uditing
ALEX. FRASER. ommuliee.

—ne.

The Synod of the P. Church of IN. S. in Account with AbR. PATTERSON, Treasurer
1855, RECEIPTS.

July 7. By Balance of Accounts at date £29 13 3
“ Received from Bedeque, I B Island, 30s P B I c'y i1 5 o
17. * E Branch Last River congregation, per Rev A McGilvery 2 4 6
Sept 1. ¢ N Londoun, PEI congregation, per Revd McLeod,34s13dIey 1 8§ 6
chs Qé “  James’ Charch, New Glasgow 3 0 0
1856.
Jun 20. ® Collection Prince Street Church, Pictou 4 4 8%
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26. “ Windsor, £2 2s 6d; Newport, £2 10s 9d
¢ Primitive Church, New Glasgow
“  Princetown, P E Island, £3 PE I ¢y
¢ Cavendish and New London, £2 2s43d I ¢’y
«  Upper Settlement, Musquodoboit, 30s; Middle do, 30s
“ Bedeque, P E I, 30s 6d I ¢’y
‘  Parsborough, 21s; River John, 40s
“  Sherbrooke, 365 ; Glenelg, 20s ; Caledonia, 24s
“ Poplar Grove Church, Halifax

28. *“ Nine Mile River, 60s; Upper Londonderry, 40s
“  Gay’s River, Shuoenacadie, and Lower Stewiacke
¢ TFast Branch East River, Pictou
¢ Cascumpeque, PE I, 13s 6d I ¢’y
« Lower Londonderry, 70s; Onslow and Beaver Brook, 50s
« St Peter's and Bay Fortue, P ET, 425 I 'y
“ Truro, per Mv Smith, £6 ; Merigomish, 7s 2d

July 1. ¢ S8alem Church, Green Hill

¢ Tatamagouche, 22s 4d ; James’ Ckureh, N G, £3 1s 63d
‘©  Ubpper Stewiacke congregation, £7 ; Miadle do, £3 135 5d
“  Toterest on Theological money to 15th June

1855. PAYMENTS.
Sept 1. To cash sent Rev P G McGregor to pay Priaters’ Bills
Nov 1. * u Thomas Annand

1856,

Jun 26. To paid Synod Clerk

July 1. ¢ Rev J Keir, D.D, Professor

u Rev James Smith, do

2. RevP G McGregor for Postage and Stationery

«  James McGregor, Esq, for Light, 20s; do for Janitor 203
“  RevdJas Koss' expense as member of Com of Co-operation

“  Rev Robert Sedgewick’s do

' Rev James Bayne’s do

“  Commission on £118 10s at 2} per cent

Balance at date
‘We have esamined this account and find it correct.

GEORGE WALKER,
RODERICK McGREGOR,
ALEX. FRASER.

October.

413 3
3 0 0
210 0
115 3}
3 06 0
1 5 5
3 1 0
4 0 O
6 0 0
5 0 0
3 0 0
1 2 3
11 3

6 0 O
115 0
6 7 2
210 O
4 3104
1013 5
36 0 0
145 3 5%
£9 6 3
7 6

5 0 0
30 0 0O
30 0 O
5 5

2 0 0
915 6
1 50
4 0 0
219 3
53 4 113

Auditing

Committee.

The Miss. Register in dec. with the Freas’r of the Board of F. M. of the P. C. N.S.

1855. ; RECEIPTS.

Jan 17. By cash from Mr R Smith, Truro

20. & from Agent, £15; Feb'y 16th, do from do, £10
Mar 9. “  from do

16. By Rev J McCurdy, Miramichi
Aprl 5. Mr Robert Smith, Truro
May23. ¢ Agent, £9; Juae 25th, do from do, £7 125 6d
Jun 30. “ cash from Primitive Church, New Glasgow
Septj1. * D McLeod, Esq, New London, £1 10s 0d I c'y

* Rev H Crawford, do 3 6s73d do
“ Rev James Allan, do 16s 6d do
Oct 25. “ cash from Yarmouth .

Nov2s. “ congregation Salem Church, Green Hill
Dec 1. * Agent, £8 10s; 15th, from do, £8 ; 31st, from do, £6 8s 13d

* Agent for River John for 1855

“ do for Rev J L Murdoch, do, £3; do Rev I Baxter, for

do, 1.1 145 9d
“ Balance charged Foreign Mission

% Mr McKenzie, Shubenacadie, 7s 6d; Cameron McDounald, 153

£513 3
25 0 0
12 0 0
2 5 0
217 9
1612 6
315 0
413 7%
111 3
56 0
17 18 1}
126
212 6
414 ©
1916 6
12512 9
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1855. . PAYMENTS,

Jan 3. To paid E M McDonald for Paper and printing January No. 911 8
Feb 8. do do Feoruary Lo 1 8
Mar 9. do do March 911 8
Apr 2, do do April 911 8
Mayi2, de do May 911 8
Jun 6 do do June g1 8
July30. do do July 911 8
Aug 7. do do Aungust g1 8
Sept 8. do do Sentember 911 8
Oct 16, do do October 911 8
Nov 9. do do November 911 8
Decl4. do do December 911 8
31. To paid Agent’s salary per order 6 0 0

“  E M McDonald for printing Index per order 2,0 0

212 9

« Commission ot £105 16s 3d at 2§ per cent

125 12 9
ABRAM PATTERSON, Treasurer.
We have examined this ascount and find it correct.
GEQORGE WALKER, Auditin
RODERICK McGREGOR, ¢ &%
ALEXANDER FRASER, malice.

NS——————

——

Notices,Acknowledgments, ¢ Special Effort.
Monies received by Treasurer from 20th 8. Mr Thomas McCulloch,

August 10 20th September, 1856 :— second instalmeat 5 0 0
1856. Forelgn Mission Wm Madden, Halifax 3—; 8 g

Aug. 26. From a friend at Cape Alex McDonald, Dockyard, do

eorge £010 0 Robert Smith, Truro, acknowledges the
Sept. 10. Jno. Annand Esq, Gay’s 10 o recciptof the following .— N

River , .

17. Hon John Robertson,ad- ‘ For Foreign Mission.
dition to collection St. Ounslow Benevolent Society, per
Andrew’s Church, St. J.'P.’ Dickie, Esq. L5 0 0O
John, N.B. 1 0 o Ladies’ Benevolent Society, Oun-

slow, per Mrs David McCurdy 2 10 0
North Side of the River, Middle
Stewiacke,a boxsundries,valuel 14 6

18. Rev G. Tweedie, Lind-
say, C. W. contributed
by his cong’n asfollows:

Verulam, £5 15s 9d: Mrs Thomas W. Cotham, Debert
Lindsay, £2 03 1034 ; River, 4 yds Diaper, and a par-
Mariposa, £1 115534 9 8 1 celofthiead,valoe 7 0
19. Rev 11 Craword, St N e Bicaam, Debert River, =
ter's, P E \ RAY .
f% 7e1i ;Z % P<;;mcncyl,4 18 13 M\i;s::{artha C(;:ham,l pair stock- s
friend in I 12 6 5 . -
W Turnbull, Railway contractor1 5 0  Mrs John E “fla?’ Sl\tiema::lkg,f 2
. Home Mission. %sggdsitgc ings tor Tirand S
gug. f.;% ?Frﬁfnd at CapeGeorg’e 10 0 Home Mission
ept. 20 %oi;'erunaud,Esq,Ga) s 10 o Mrs Thomas D. Johnson, Lower
Missionary Schooner “Jokn Enoz.” Mrs Joba . Chistie Up. River 1 0o
Aug. 27. Mr Cameron, from East Onslow Benevolent Society, per
].3rnn?h East River 17 6 J. P. Dickic, Esq. 210 O
Fﬁ?ﬁﬁ . g;;zg: zz‘;ﬂ‘;gj Ladies’ Benev. Society, Onslow,
] gstion, additional = 2 10 0 per Mrs Davx(‘isgggr%ur'dy ! °
Miss Sarah Fraser, Granville-st 1 0 0 Ladies’ Benev. Society?(')uslow,
. Synod Fund, per Mrs David McCurdy 100
New Annan, per Rev R. From do. for Education of Miss
Blackwood 14 6 Geddie 10 0
. Seminary,
Sept. 19, Balance from Rev H. The Rev J. Waddell acknowledges the

Crawford, PEI, 9d 74 receipt of One Pound from the Hon. John
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Robertson, per Rev W, Donald, in addition
to the collection from St Andrew’s congre-
gation in St John, * for the Aneiteum mis-
sion of the Presbyterian Church of Nova
Scotia.”

The Agent acknowledges receipt of
Twenty-Five Shillings from Mr Girvan, of
St Andrew’s congregation, St John, for 20
copies of Regieter.

The Treasurer of the Mission Education
Fund acknowledges the receipt of 123 64
from John M. P, Fracer, Esq, McLellan’s
Brook, and 20s from the Ladies of the
First Presbyterian congregation, St Pe.
ter’s, P, E. Island, who have also provided
a Priendship Quilt for Mrs Geddie valued
at 23s.

d. & J. Yorston acknowledges receipt of
the following for the Forcign Mission :—

Cash 2s 6d from o friend, and 2z 6d from
Mrs John McMillan, Toney River; a web
of flannel, 31 yards, value L3 2s, and
thread 3s, from the Tadies of Salem
Church, Green Hill; cash 2s 6a from Mrs
Redpath. Carriboo River ; a dress for Mrs
Geddie of 53 yards, value 25 6d per yard,
from Miss Catharine McLean, Marsh.

Pictou, September 20, 1856.

The subscriberacknowledges the receipt
of the following sums, as the first fruits of
the recommendation of the Synod in be-
half of the Colportage systom :—

Onslow and Beaver Brook L3 2 6
Brookfield & Middle Stewiacke 2 2 103
Joun I Baxrer, Con. Com. Col.

The Agent acknowledges receipt of the
following sums as payment for Instructor
and Register for 1856 1—

Charles Harris, Esq 6
Samuel Miller
James Barnes
John MeCulloch
George Alexander
John S Maclean
Robert Stewart
Roderick Fraser
‘Williann Girvan
Eliakim Tupper
William Newcomb
‘William MeNeil
Rev A McGillivray
Francis Beattie

Boards, Standing Commit-

tees, &¢.

Bourd of Home Missions—T ev Professor
Ross, Rev Messrs Patterson, YTatson and
Walker, together with the Presbytery El-
ders of Green Hill, West River, and Prim.
itive Church. Rev George Patterson, Se-
eretary

Bourd of Foreign Bissions—Rev Mersrs

’
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Baxter, Kier, Roy, Walker, Bayne, Wat-
son, and Whaddell, and Messrs Ebenezer
McLeod and Daniel Cameron, of West
River; A Fraser, of New Glasgow, and
John Yorston, of Pictou. Secretary, Rov
dJ. Bayne. '

Educationa! Doard.—~Chairman, Rev J.
Bayno. Treasurcr, Abram Patterson, Esq.
Secretary, Rev James Ross.

Seminary Bourd.—Tne Professors, ex
officio. Rev Messrs MeCulloch, Baxter,
E. Ross, Wrllie, Cameron and MecKay,
and Messrs Robert Smith, David McClur-
dy and Isauc Fleming. Mr McCnritoch,
Couvener.

Committee of Bills and Quertures—Rev
Messrs Bayne, Roy, and McGilvray, and
My Jas. McGregor. My Bayne, Convener.

Comomittee of Correspondence with FEvan-
gelical Clurches—~Xev Messrs E. Ross,
Baxter and Wyllie.  Mr Ross, Convener.

Commttee for Irendly Confirenee with
Commuttees of other Presbyterian Clurches.
—Rev hgcssrs Ross, Sedgewick, Bayne
Cameron, and MeGregor,and Mr C Rob-
son. Rev Professor Ross, Convener.

General Treasurer for all Synodical Funds.
—Abram Patterson, Esq., Picton.

B Receivers of Contributivns to the Schemes of

the Church—dJdames McCallum, Esq., P15

%land, and Mv Robert Smith, Merchant,
ruro.

Foreign Missionary Wanted.

The Board of Foreign Missions having
been directed by the Synod to endeavorto
secure the services of a Missionary to
labor in the South Seas, are now prepared
to receive appheations for that service,
from Ministers and Licentiates of the
Church in Nova Scotia, or the United
Presbyterian Church in Scotland, ov its
branches in the Colonies. Applications
to be directed to the Rev James Bayne,
Secretary of tho Doard, Picton.

Terms of the Knstructor and
Register.

IvstrUcTOR and REGISTER, single co-
pics, 5s each. Any person ordering six
copices, and becoming responsible for six
copies, will receive one freo.  Fov Register,
single copies, 1s 6d cach, six copies to one
address at 1s 3d each. One additional sent
for every twelve copies ordercd. Where
parties wish them addressed singiy, 1s 6d
will be charged.

Communications to be addressed to the
Rev George Patterson, Alma Way Office,
West River, and must be forwarded before
the 10tk of the month preceding publica-
tion. Small notices may be sent1o him or
the Rev P. G. McGregor, Halifax, up till -
the 22nd.

Orders and remittances to be forwarded
te Mr Charles Robson.  Remittances may
aiso be sent to the Synod Treasurer.



