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Qe Lreshytesiun Gonurit,
EpiToRIAL &;;ESI’ONDENOE.

@ HEN itis stated that the official report
of the proceedings of the Council, under
the care of editors appointed by the Alliance,
will fill alarge volume of nine hundred pages,
it is obvious that we cannot here enter upon
minute details. The purpose of this sketch
will be served if we shall succeed in giving
the readers of the Recorp a bird’seye view,
80 to spesk, of the “environments ” of this
great meeting which has been regarded with
such profound interest not only by Presbyte-
riang, the world over, but, on account of its re-
presentative character,and the importance cf
the subjects passed under review, by the
whole of Christendom.

Next to Edingburgh, a more fitting place
for holding such an (Ecumenical Council
could not have been selected than Philadel-
phia—* The City of Brotherly Love.” Except-
ing New York, it is the largest city in the
United States. Its population according to
the last census is 850,000. Its ¢ limits ” em-
brace the whole county. In the city proper
~twelve miles long and five miles broad—
there are 170,000 self-contained houses, one
thousand miles of streets, and two hundred
and fifty miles of street-railways, During five
years prior to 1878 it increased at the rateof
an additional house every half hour of every
working day throughout the year; i. e. about
6000 houses were built snhnually. It has five

hundrved Churches, thirty-nine Banks, one
hundred Hotels, thirty-eight Markets, four
hundred and sixty-six Schools with an aver-
age attendance of 88,627 scholars, Itstaxable
property is valued at $576,815,427. 1.s public
Park contains 3300 acres. Many of the public
building are splendid. Girard College, for
orphans, built of white marble in the form
of a Grecian Temple is perfect of its kind. 1t
cost two millions of dollars. Dy the strange
caprice of its founder, 2o minister of any de-:
nomination is allowed to enter its gates. Re-
ligious instruction, however, is not excluded,
and the institution, which is very large, is
considered an admirable one. The new City
Buildings in course of erection, also of marble,
will when completed cost not less than four-
teen millions of dollars. There are one hun-
dred and twenty Presbyterian Churches, most
of them large and costly, and one fourth of
the entire population are Presbyterians. Of
Roman Catholics there are 150,000. The Qua-
kers number seven thousand, and have fifteer.
Meeting Houses, but they are no longer dis-
tinguishable by their dress from other people.
The coloured population, numbering over
20,000, rejoice in the freedom, equality, and
fraternity accorded them by Congress. They
take their seats in the street cars and at ho-
tel tables without let or hindrance, ~nd it is
not an uncommon sight to see & white man:
# shining ™ the shoes of & negro on the public
thoroughfares.

The appointed place of rendezvous was
the spacious and elegant offices of the Pres-



A Y

-— \

282

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.

. byterian Board of Pablication, No. 1334 Ches-
nut street. Here the delegates were cour-
teously received, and affer being supplied
with badges and tickets and all necessary
information, were told off to their several
places of abode. The public reception took

?lace in the Academy of Fine Arts, a beauti-
ul building, richin its treasures of sculpture

and painting. But the heat was oppressive,

and the assemblage so dense and talkative
that the eloquent adresses of welcome by the

Governor of the State and the Mayor of the

city were heard only by a very small number.

On Thursday morning, 23rd September, the

delegates and their friends to the number of

1000 or more met in Chamber’s Church, from

which they walked in procession io the Aca-

demy of Music. Thousands of spectators

" flanked the line of march, and thronged the

approach to the theatre which wassoon filled

to its utmost capacity. Never before had this
magnificent building contained such an au-
dience. There were at least five thousand
people present. The sight was one never to
be forgotten. The duty of conducting the
opening services fell to the Rev. Dr Paxton
of New-York-—a tall, slender man, on the
shady side of sixty, with a pleasing manner
and a fluent' and graceful delivery. His text
was well chosen,— and I say unto you, many
shall come from the east and from the west,
and _from the north and from the south, and
shall sit down with Abrakam and Isaac and
Jacod, in the kingdom of keaven.” And very
suitable were his first words, as he looked
around upon the vast audience,— this day
is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears.” The
address—1it was scarcely a sermon—wes
worthy of the occasion, and was Iistened to
withrapt attention. Several times therewers
symptoms of muffled applause which at
length broke out into & hearty ruff when the
spesker, reaching a climax, said that ¢ Pres-
byterianism in the amplitude of its sympathies
embraced all who place the erown upon the
brow of Jesus.” Mr. George Junkin, the
indefatigable chairman of the committee of
arrangements, peremptorily rebuked the in-
terruption, reminding the peaple that they
were in the House of God, a fact which it was
felt to be somewhat difficult, at the moment,
to reconcile with the gaudy surroundings.

After prayer by Rev. Dr. Jenkins, the Coun-

cil was duly constituted and-adjourned to

meetin Hormovirrrar Harr in the afternoon.

It was intended that all the business sessions

should have been held at that place, but

though seated for 1600, it was found to be
quite too small for the numbers who desired
to attend. It was beautifully decorated. On
each side of the hall were five panels, twen-
ty feet in heightand seven feet in width, artis-
tically illuminated with mottoes of the Chur-
ches represented in the Alliance, the names

of distinguished persons and the dates and
events that have been central points in the
histories of the Churches. That the labour
and expense bestowed upon these beautiful
emblems might not be lost, it was agreed to
hold the morning sesgions in this hall, and
all the others in the Academy of Music. In
the basament of the hall lunch was served
every day. Other parts of the building were
fitted up as committee rooms, reading and
writing rooms, post office, &c., &c. The first
sederunt was occupied with an admirable
address of welcome delivered by Rew. Dr.
Breed of Philadelphia, and with other preli-
minaries. The business of the Council began
in good earnest with the evening session and
went on uninterruptedly, without a * hitch,”
and scarcely a jor, until the Saturday week
following,. .

The first paper was read by Dr. Hitchcock
of New York,on ¢ The Ceremonial,the Moral,
and, the Emotional in Chistian Life and Wors-
hip.” To use a familiar phrase, it went off like
a sky-rocket, and fairy electrified the aud-
ience. The length and the breadthof it were
equal. Though not & young man, the speaker
evidently belongs to * the advanced class of
thinkers,” who are as yet a comparatively
small minority in the Alliance as. contra-dis-
tinguished from the strictly orthodox. Prin-
cipal Rainy, of Edinburgh, follosved with an
essay on “Modern Theologiral Thought,”
which will doubtless read well in print. The
third and last paper of the evening was
given by Principal Grant, of Kingston, in
his usual vigorous style, on ¢ Religion in
Secular Affairs.” He rather startled the au-
dience by his ocutspokenness, and, along with
Dr. Hitochcock, and partly in his defence,
1aid himself open to subsequent criticism.
Professor Humphrey of Louisville, Kentucky,
led off on the Friday morning with a good
orthodox paper on  Inspiration, Authentici-
ty and Interpretation of the Scriptures.” He
isan old man, very nervous, with a pronounc-
ed American twang, and owes a debt of
gratitude to Dr. BMathews, wko took posses-
sion of his unmanaggble manuscript, and
handed it to him page by page. He stated
that of the four thousand persons and places
mentioned in the Bible, in nof one instance
has the testimony of Scripture respecting
them been invalidated. Dr. Watts, of Belfast
was the first exfempore spesker, and his de-
fence of ingpiration was a masterly effort.
Some critics had translated the Hebrew word
for “soul,”’ a smelling bottle. Well, said he, let
us try how it will fit.—* What shall it profit
& man if he should guin, the whole world and
lose his own smelling boiile.” | Equally absurd
were some of the glosses on Scripture. As to
Inspiration, there was no alternative but to
secept it in its plenitude or to disallow alto-
gether its claim to be regarded as the word
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of God. Dr. Wilson, of Allegheny City, dis
coursed, upon ¥ The Distinctive Principles of
Presbyterianism much in the same strain
that Dr. Stuart Robinson did in Edinburgh
three years ago. Moses, by his shewing, wasa
genuine Presbyterian, and when the ritualism
of the old dispensation was abolished Presby-
terianism remained. Dr. Grahem, of London,
called upon at short notice to take the place
of some one else, extricated himsell very
cleverly from a difficult position by a some-
what humourous speech on a solemn subject.
4« The Divine in Men's Lives.” His style of
oratory is peculiar. Professor Blaikie's paper
on the application of the Gospel to employers
and employed, was worthy of the author of
“Better Days for Working People,” though
like many of the other papers, it suffered in
the delivery. The veneruble Chief Justice
Drake, of Washington, delivered a good lay
sermon upon a kindred topic, with stentorian
voice. Professor Calderwood, of Edinburgh,
was brilliant and incisive in his treatment
of ¢ the Relations of Science and Theology,”
& subject with which the speaker was ino-
Toughly conversant and which he discussed
in o manner that evidently commended itself
to the audience. Principal McCosh, of Prin-
ceton, one of the finest looking men in the
-Council, with a rich voice and good delivery,
threw all his energies into his theme,—¢ How
to Deal with Young Men Trained in Science,
in this Age of Unsettled Opinion” — and
rather staggered some of his Iearned confre-
res with bis vemarks on the misunderstood
‘subject of Evolution. Dr. McCosh had much
1o do with the formation of the Council, if
indeed the indes did not originate with him,
and some of hie friends think that he has re-
-ceived less consideration in connection with
it than heis fairly entitled to, Ifhe is slightly
egotistical, it is not be wondered st from one
-whose career since he came to America has
been sosuccessful. “Agnosticism™ was hand-
led by Professor Flint, of Edinburgh, with re-
markable power, but even his reputation as
-oneofthe keenest thinkers of the day did not
exempt him either from criticism. He made
bold to say that many claim the exercise of
Judgement who have very litile judgement to
exercize; thatitisa mean thing for achurch
to make ecclesiastical capital out of the mis-
fortunes and troubles of other churches ; that
scholarship can alone counteract agnosticism.
He believed in Calvin and the Westminster
‘Confession, but did not believe that theology
stopped with the one or the other, and held
that there is yet very much land to be pos-
sessed in the domain of theological enquiry.

The proceedings of the fourth day began
'with a brief report on Creeds and Confessions
by Dr. Schaff, of New York, a venersble white-
haired msanftwith a strong German sccent,
whose critical and historical writings have

long since given him & world-wide reputation.
Dr. Chambers, of New York, followed with an
interesting paper on ¢ Bible Revision.” Pro-
fessor Lyman Atwater, of Princeton—arzother
man famous in letters, discoursed calmly and
ably on the difficult subject of * Religion and
Politics.” The interestof the avening session
was well sustained by addresses from Dr.
Hutton, of Paisley,and Principal Macvicar, of
Montreal, on the subject of ¢ Presbyterian
Catholicity,” and a glowing account o: Tas-
manig, by its captivating voung representa-
tive, Rev. R. S. Duff. #The Vicarious Sacrifice
of Christ " came up for consideration on the
following morning. Principsl Cairns, of Edin-
burgh, and Dr. Hodge, of Princeton, were the
speakers. They are both men of mark though
cast in different moulds. There was not a
more typical Scotchman in the Council than
Dr. Cairns, nor one who, on the whole, made a
better impression. Dr. Hodgeisnot an orator,
but 2 perusal of his essay will convince any
one who shall read it that he is a man of un-
doubted genius. Dr.Witherspoon, of Virginia,
scarcely did justice to his excellent paper on
# Future Retribution,” by reason of a muffled
voice which rendered it almost inaudible.
Dr. Knox, the warm-hearted and popular
delegate from Belfast, read a stirring paper
on the evangelization of Ireland. At the
evening session, Sabbath-schools came in for
& share of attention—* Their Use and Abuse”
being well spoken to by Dr. Arthur Mitchell,
of Chicago, while placards announcing the
number of Teachera and Scholars in the dif
ferent countries of the world, were displayed
in front of the galleries; and in the centre
of the stage, upon & large card were given
the grand totals—1,504,613 Teachers; 12,
680,207 Scholara! Looking in the same direc-
tion, but approaching by a different tack, the
paper by Dr. Alexander Macleod, of Birken-
head—* The children’s portion in the Sab-
bath Service,"—fitted in very appropriately.
It was & perfect jem, and all the more valu-
able that it came from one whohas long suc-
cessfully practised what he so gracefully and
eloquently presented for the consideration
of his audience. And such an audience it
was! The house was literally packed from
floor to ceiling, On the following evening it was
found necessary to hold an overflow meeting
in the Horticultural Hall. In the two places
there must have been 6000 people at least,
and & considerable number more outside the
doors. The speakers were Professor Gregg,
of Toronto, and Rev. H. D.Ganse, of St. Louis,
on “Sabbath Observance-” The Hon. W. E.
Dodge, of New York, on # Temperance ;” and
the Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler, of Brooklyn, on
¢Popular Amusements.” The same addres-
ses were delivered in both places. and were
greeted with hearty rounds of applause.
Thuisday, the 30th September, proved to
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be the crowning day of the Council. It was
given up wholly to reports and speeches on
mission work. Dr. Murray Mitchell, of Edin.
birgh, and Dr. Paxton, of New York, respec-
tively, spoke of the foreign mission operations
of the British and American churches, Dr.
Leighton Wilson, of Baltimore, followed with
& highly instructive paper, in which he dis-
cussed the functions of the foreign mission-
ary, and the pioper course to be taken in
heathen lands for the spread of the Gospel,
and the treatment of converts; Dr. Lowrie,
of New York, spoke of women's work in this
connection. Dr. John Marshall Lang, of Glas-
gow, perhaps the most elojuent of the Scotish
delegates, read an admirable, practical paper
on ¢ Church order and Church Life.,” But the
climax was reached in the evening, when no
less than {fen wissionaries, representing
seven different nationalities, took their seats
on the platiorm, and one after another, at the
call of the chairman, stood up to tell what
great things had been done by the preaching
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in the lands
from which they came. Mr. Stout, of Yoko-
hama, testified that, while they had not yet
succeeded in establishing a national Church
in Japan, Presbyterianism in its three bran-
ches was practically a unit, and that closer
cooperation was only a matter of time. Mr.
MacKenzie, of Swatow, spoke hopefully of the
spread of Christianity in China, and said that
Presbyterianism was eminently adapted to
the genius of the Chinese people ; that there
were now seven hundred places where Christ
was pregched in thatland ; thatalready there
was a native presbytery at Amoy, and that
the aim of the missionaries there was to
create, as soon as possible, a native selfsus-
taining and self-‘propagating church. Mr.
Neilson, of the New Hebrides, referred to the
wonderful reformation that had been effected
in the Islands of the South Seas, and to the
fact that all the missionaries there cooperated
with each other. Mr. Ewing described the
work of the American Missionaries in the
land of the Pyramids, and dwelt upon the
necessity of raising up a native ministry as
the best means of enlightening Egyptian
darkness. Mr. Constantine, a polished Athen-
ian, referred to the emancipation of Greece,
and to the fact that Presbyterianism had
introduced there a system of education so
thorough that the ratio of Greeks who cannot
read and write is less than in the United
States. Mr. Mobille, the delegate from Basu-
toland, told how, from small beginnings the
good work had grown and prospered in South
Africa. M. Hood-——a negro from Siberia;
took the Council quite by surprise, by his
eloquent and earnest presentation of the
claims of his country on the Christian regards
of this Alliance. Africa had suffered longest
and most of all the nations. She had been

lifted up in suffering that all men might be
drawn to her in sympathy, ¢ Nations,” he
said, “ did not make Presbyterians, vather, it
was Presbyterianism that made the nations.'
Mr. Beattie, of Syria, drew attention to the
Eeculiar difficulties of mission work in Tur-

ey and how under a system of \cooperative
agency it was being carried on successfully.
M. Allan Wright, the Chocktaw Indian chief
and missionary, gave a touching account of
his own conversion. It was a natural thing
he said for the Chocktaws to become Pres-
byterians “for they were great believers in
predestination.” Br. Narayan Sheshadri, the
high-caste Brahmin from Bombay, testified to
the J.ower of the gospel and the graceof God
which had enabled him many years ago to
abandon the superstitions of Hindvoism and
to embrace Christianity, Conspicuous by his
white turban and flowing tunie, no member
of the Council attracted greater notice than
Mr. Sheshadri,and very few expressed them-
selvesin better English or with greater effect.
The last speeker on this memorable evening
was the venerable Father Chiniquy, of Kan-
kakee. The united testimony of the brethren
who occupied the platform at this session
afforded proof, if such were needed, of the
adaptation of Presbyterianism, as & means of
commending the truths of Christianity, to the
circumstances of every kindred and tongue,
and 1g)(eol)le, and nation that dwell upon the
earth.

Friday the 1st October was the last day of
hearing papers. The first was a report of the
commitee on “ Modes of helping the Churches
of the European Continent,” which shewed
that copsiderable progress had been made in
carrying out the scheme inaugurated at the
Edinburgh Council for aiding the Waldeunsian
pastors, one half of the amount aimed at had
already been raised in Scotland, and it was
thought the balance of $30,000 might easily
he raised in England, the United States and
Canada. Rev. J.S. Macintosh, of Belfast, read
a paper on the same subject, and was follow-
ed by Rev. Adolphe Monod, from France, who
presented a very hopeful view of the possi-
bilities of Presbyterianism in the French Re-

ublic. Never had the situation been more
favourable. In the last two years France had
founded and fostered a liberal Government,.
which would not recognize Romanism as the
State religion. Rev. A. Buscarlet followed
with a similar paper on Switzerland. The
Rev. John Jameson spoke for Spain. The
Rev. H. J. Arrighi, from Italy, said he would:
like to invite the Council to hold its next
meeting in Rome, and perhaps by that time
the Free Presbyterian <hurch of Italy might
bein possession of St. retersand the Vatican
where there would be plenty of room for the
delegates and their friends. Professor Mit~
chell, of St. Andrew’s, read a reporton “Desi-~
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derata of Church History,” but, alas. in an
inaudible tone of voice. D:. Breed, of Phila.
delphis, was heard on the “Diftusion of Pres-
byterian Literature,” and Dr. Hatfield of New
York, on ¢ Revivals of Religion,” of which he
highly approved. In the evening the crowd
at the Academy was so great that it was
found necessary to hold an overflow meeting
in Horticultural Hall, which was also filled to
the door, and much interest was manifested
in the short and spirited addresses on ths
State of Religion in Bohemia, Spain, Italy,
India, and other countries.

In all there were about sixty papers read
befors the Council; very few of them, how-
ever, were read in full, as the time-limit of
thirty minutes for each was strictly enforced.
The papers were, without exception, very
gaod but, as it is possible to have too much
of even & good thing, it was generally conced-
ed that it would have been better had the
programme prescribed one half the number
of essays, and allowed more time to mark,
learn and inwardly digest what was read.
Three sessions were held daily, namely, from
9.30 a.m. ¢ill 1 p.m.; from 2.30 p.m. till 4.30,
and from 7.30 until 10 p.m. About one hour
each day was usually as much time as could
be allotted to discussion, and it must be ad-
mitted that the most was made of that one
hour, during which the speakers were re-
stricted to five minute speeches. Iad it not
been for this “safety-valve,” shall I call it,
there might have been, if not an explosion,
at least serious misunderstanding as to the
real import and drift of many of the state.
ments contained in the papers that were
read. The result of the brief discussions that
were held went to show that in regard to the
essentials of our faith, the great heart of the
Presbyterian Church, as here represented in
its various branches, is true to its distinctive
principles, and that the points of difference
amongst its members are few and small in
comparison with those on which all are
agreed. The Council amounted to nothing
if it did not give the world to understand
that the mission of Presbyterianism still is
to hold fast as well as to hold forth Tur
Trurn. 1t disclosed a considerable amount
of diversity in the polity and practice of the
various Churches, and vindicated the cliim
of Presbytery to the expression of indepen-
dent thought and freedom of speech ; but the
?ne of the Council, as a whole, was conserva-

ive.

The programme for Saturday, the closing
day of the Council, was expressed in the com-
prehensive term ¢ Miscellaneous Business,”
1 which was included a variety of reports of
committees, and votes of thanks to the citi-
zens of Philadelphis for their sbundant hos-
pitality, to the committees of Decoration and
Management, and to the Press for the ex-

ceedingly good reports which they had given
to the world of this great Convention, One
paper more was read, and that not the least
important that engaged the attention of the
Council, namely, the Circular Letter prepar-
ed by Dr. John Marshall Lang, in the name
and behalf of the Council, which was heartily
approved, and it was resolved to send a copy
of it to the Churches represented in the Al-
liance, with the request that it be read from
all their pulpits on the first Sabbath in next
year. At three o’clock in the afternoon, the
Council adjourned to meet.at Belfast, Ire-
land, in the year 1884.

It will interest our readers to know that
the Cunadian Church was largely represented
in Philadelphia, and that the delegates ap-
pointed by the General Assembly took their
full share in the proceedings of the Council,
Three of them read papers, all of which were
well received. Three others were appointed
to preside as chairmen of the meetings. Two
were members of the Standing Committee
on Business, and nearly all of them took part
in the discussions which followed the read-
ing of the papers. Two of our delegates were
unavoidably absent— Principal McKnight,
of Halifax, and Ilon. Alexander Morris, o
Toronto. Their places were supplied, how-
ever, by Rev. Donald McRae, of St. John,
as Moderator of our General Assembly, and
Dr. Mathews, of Quebec, as Joint-Clerk of
the Alliance. Dr. G. L. Mackay, of Formoss,
Professor Gregg, of Toronto, and Rev. C,
Chiniquy, were invited to sit as Associates,
Besides these there were present, from the
Mazitime Provinces, Dr. Waters, of St. John,
and Revds. Allan Simpson, of Halifax,
Rev. A. Burrows, of Truro, and J. A. F.
McBain, of Chatham, N. B. ; from Mon-
treal, Messrs. A. B. Mackay, P. Wright, and
John Scrimger, Ministers; and Mr. Jas,
Court, Elder; from Ontario, the following
Ministers,—Dr. Bain and Mr. Burns, of Perth,
Messrs. Burnfield, of Brockville, Beattie, of
Blenheim, Ballantyne, of Pembroke, Camer-
on, of Chatsworth, and Cameron, ot Cots-
worth, Chrystal, of Flamborough, Fraser, of
St. Thomas, Hamilton, of Motherwell, Laid-
law, of Hamilton, McKechnie, of Bothwell,
Macpherson, of Stratford, Macpherson, of
Nassagaweya, Murray, of Kincardine, Gil-
christ, of Shelburne, Alexander, of Mount
Pleasant, and McAlpine, of St. Mary's,
with Elder W. T. Root, of Ingersoll, and pos-
sibly others who may have escaped our no-
tice. Several ladies from Canada were also
conspicuous by their attendance.

The hospitality of the people of Philadel-
phia towards their numerous guests was upon
as large a scale as the occasion which called
it forth. Dr. Lang hit upon the right word
by which it should be expressed, whan he
said it was simply “ prodigious!” One thing
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is certain, it will not soon be forgotten. The
Presbyterian Board of Publication, too, will
be held in pleasant remembrance in connec-
tion with the conversazione to which they
invited the delegates aud their friends. Fow
Churches cen boaat of such & Board, and few
Boards have such splendid apartments in
which to conduct their business. How it is
all managed is not easily discovered. The
building alone cost over $200,000, and it is
free of debt. Its revenues last y=ar. were
$191,787, the larger portion of which was de.
rived from the sale of books and periodicals

ublished under its ewn supervision—
334,266 being the contributions of individuals,
churches, and legacies. The profits of the
concern are employed in the support of mis-
sionaries in the Home fields, whose work is

rincipally directed to the formation of Sab-

ath-schools in destitute and neglected lo-
calities. Nor shali we forget the Young
Men's Christian Association who invited us
to spend an evening in their palatial rooms,
and provided & charming entertainment con-
sisting of an exhibition of very fine stereopti-
con views of Indian scenery which were cle-
verly described by Mr. Sheshadri. The Sab-
bath-schools of Philadelphia alsoinvited the
Council to visit them in detail, as well as en
masse, and many dslightful meetings there
were of this kind. The largest Sabbath-
school in the city, and probably in the world,
is that connected with Bethany Church, of
which Mr. John Wanamaker is the superin-
tendent. It is said to have on its roll 2200
scholars ranging from five}to seventy. five years
of age. Itis one of the “Imstitutions” of
Philadelphia best worth seeing. The fare-
well mestings in many of the Churches on
the Sabbath evening were also occesions of
very great interest. In many instances the
churches could not contair. the pecple, and
the school-rooms attached to them were filled
to overflowing. The last ovation coanected
with the Council is not the least worthy of
mention. To many of us it was the fulfilment
of along-cherished desire, brought about by an
invitation from the President and Faculties
of Princeton College to the delegates and
their friends to visit that celebrated seat of
learning. A special train was provided, and
between three and four hundred availed
themselves of the invitation. The first re-
ception was in the chapel of the Theological
Seminary which we were told is now sixty-
eight years old, and we have been also given
to understand that this old Seminary still
glories in its conservatism of the old Con-
fession of Faith and the Larger and Shorter
Catechism. The seeond reception was in the
Firast Presbyterian Church, which was also
filled to the door. Dr. McCosh’s warm ad-
dress of welcome drew from Dr. Main, of
Edinburgh, and Dr. John Marshall Lang, #hd

Sheshadri, eloquent responses and touching
tributes to the memories of some of the il-
lustrious men who in their life-time had been
conneoted with the College. We visited the
old kirk-yard in which are the graves of
Witherspoon, and Jonathan Edwards, and
the Alsxanders, and rare old Dr. Hodge. We
walked about .he College Parkplost, almost,
in admiration at the natural beauty of the
situation, and the variety and beauty of the
buildings. We sat down to a splendid ban-
quet in the University Hotel, and we came
away from Princeton saying, like the Queen
of Sheba It was a true repert that I
heard in mine own land, and behold the
half was not told me : thy wisdom and ({ros
perity exceedeth the fame which I heard.”

The dmerican Board.

@,HE Meerings of the American Board of

Commissioners for Foreign Missions
were held last month at Lowell. For three
days three thousand people were held to-
gether by the simple eloquence of a great
cause. There was noadvertising of eloquent
speakers. There was no business transacted,
except the passing of a resolution of respect
to the memory of Dr. Rufus 'Anderson, the
late Secretary of the Board, and the election
of officers for the ensuing year. “These ga-
therings,” says the CHRrisTiaxn UNnioN, “are
chiefly of Congregationalists, but they are
not congregational gatherings, and one might
have attended every meeting and heard
every speech and hardly known to what de-
nomination these Christians belonged. The
managers of National Councils and General
Assemblies and other like ecclesiastical con-
ventions might, if they would, learn a lesson
from the suggestive fact that the Church as-
semblages in which the American public take
a genuine, profound and increasing interest.
are those of the Episcopal Church Congress,
the Pan-Presbyterian Alliance, the Evangeli-
cal Alliance,and the Amorican Board ; meet-
ings which take no votes, declare no opinions,
open the door to no strife, and divert no
energy to machine building, but give their
whole time and thought to a free discussion
of the themes that concern the kingdom of
God.”
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@he Sabbuth School.

JOSEPH I~ PRISON.

GENESIS XXXIX : 2§-23; 40 : 1-8

@OSEPH was ten years a slave in the captain’s

NOVEMBER 7.

bouse and behaved himself so well that he

made him overseer of all that he had, v. 4.
PorirHAR lived at On, or Heliopolis, ¢ the city
of the sun,” ch. 41 : 45, the great ecclesiastical
capital of Egypt, where stood the celebrated
obelisk ‘¢ Cleopatra’s Needle,” recently removed
to London. Domestic slaves were treated with
great kindness and familiarity, so that Joseph's po-
sition would be an agreeable one until Potiphar’s
wife, having failed to move him from his integriy,
made a false accusation against him on account of
which he was cast into prisor. V. 20. But the
Lord was with Foscph—many of God’s servants
have gone through a like experience. Feremiak
spent some of the happiest days of his lifein prison,
see Jer. ch. 33. Paul and Silas sang praises to God
at Philippi, Acts 16 : 25. Luther made his trans-
lation of the Bible while a prisoner in the Castle
of Wartburg : good John Bunyan lay for 12 years
in Bedford jail. Gawe kim favour—His treatment
at first had been severe, Ps. 115 : 17, 18 ; but the
keeper, convinced of his innocence, relaxed his
punishment, and reposed implicit confidence in Jo-
seph—a good character commands respect even in
the most adverse circumstances. Ch. 40. V. 1.
Tke chief butler—was not only the King’s cup-
bearer, but overseer of the royal vineyard as well
as of the wine cellars.  Z%e chief baker—or cook,
had the charge of providing food for the whole es-
tablishment. Both cfficers, especially the former,
were always persons of rank and importance. They
were now State prisoners—possibly charged with
high treason. V. 4. J/n ward—committed until
they shoulu be tried. A seeson-—may mean a
whole year. V. 5. Dreams were anciently re-
garded as of supernatural origin, According to
the inlerpretation-—i. e. significant, and singularly
appropos to the circumstances of each. V. 6.
These dreams had evidently made a strong impress-
ion on their imaginations, fkey were sad—they
shewed it in their faces, see Dan. 2 : 1. Vs. 7, 8.
Joseph’s sympathies were aroused, for, had he not
been ““a dreamer ” himself, ch. 37 : 5-9, he would
not have been where he now is, But, though a
prisoner, he had a source of resignation to the
will of God to which they were strangers. Z%ere
is no interpreter—There were always about the
court those who professed to interpret dreams, sce
Dan. 2 : 2 ; but they could not be consulted in the
prison. Joseph reminds them that such interpre-
ters are not to be trusted, but that God could bes-
tow on men, and would possibly on himself, the
gift of interpretation in their cases, see Dan. 2 : 11,
28, 30, Tl me them—He volunteered to aid
them through the divine help The dreams are
told, and interpreted precisely in accordance with
what happened to the two magnates. The butler
was restored to his post, but, like many others,
forgot his benefactor when he might have done kim
a good turn, vs. 14, 23. The baker was executed.

Hosepl the wise Buler,

NOVEMBER 14. GENESIS XLI : 41-57.

@7 EN years of slavery and three of imprisonment
were the appointed discipline to prepare Jo.
seph for the exalted position he was destined
to fill. Two years had gone since the chief butler
and baker had left the prison, and now Joseph is
unexpectedly summoned into the royal presence.
Pharaoh had in one night two portentous dreams
which ‘‘troubled him.” Al the magicians of
Egypt could not interpret them. At last, the cup-
bearer told how exactly his own dream had been
interpreted by the young Hebrew slave. Pharaoh
lost no time in sending for him and related his
dreams which Joseph clearly interpreted to fore-
bode seven years of great plenty to be followed by
seven years of grievous famine. The explanation
given was so satisfactory to the King and his
courtiers that they accepted it at once and proceed-
ed to act upon the advice given them, see vs. 1-40.

V. 41. Pharaoh announces their decision in texms
that must have taken Joseph by surprize. 7 Zave
set thee—The thing is done, We are agreed that
‘“ there is none so discreet and wise as thou art.”
v. 39, He could scarcely believe his ears. V., 42.
Took off his ring—Eastern people do not sign their
names to important documents. They have seals
engraven with their names and titles with which
they stamp the papers. The King's signet ring
given to Joseph invested bim with plenipotentiary
powers. Vestures of fine linen—a badge of dis-
tinction worn only by the highest personages, Matt.
11 : 8. A gold chain—or necklace, another badge
of office common in civilized countries to this day.
Vs. 43-45.  The second chariot—the one which fol-
lowed the King’s in state processions, 2 Chron. 35 :
24. Zaphnath paanear — variously translated
“saviour of the world,” “‘revealer of seciets,”
““the bread of life ¥ Aserat/i—his marriage to the
priest’s daughter completed his naturalization and
established his position in the highest rank of so-
ciety. Vs. 47, 48. By kandfuls—alluding to the
practice of reapers grasping the ears of grain which
alone were cut, Gathered up, &¢. Instead of a tenth
he collected @ jifzhi—double the usual tribute, ch.
47 :26. V. 50. His two sons afterwards gave
their names to the two ¢ half tribes.” V, 54. Tk
deartk—The overflowings of the Nile only a few
feet above or below the requisite level has pro-
duced destructive and protracted famines in Egypt.
V. 56. Al the face of the eurth—i. e. in all adja~
cent countries. So/d—at a moderate price: that
the people might value it the more. When money
failed, they gave cattle for corn. When the cattle
were pawned, they mortgaged their farms, ch. 47
17 :20.

LEARN that the trials and afflictions of the
righteous are always overruled for theirgood. Ps.
119 : 71. 2 Cor. 4 : 17, 18. God’s grace never
fails and it is freely offered to all. Is. 55: 1.
Christ is the true bread of life, John 6 : 35.
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Hogeplt ad is Bretheen,

NOVEMBER 21. GENESIS XLIV ; 30-34, and 45 : 1-8.

EVEN years of plenty and two years of *‘sore
famine ” had intervened. Read from the be.
ginning of Ch. 43. JupaH, who had saved
Joseph’s life, see ch. 37 : 26, 27, now pleads that
Benjamin, be not retained as a hostage, and mag-
nanimously offers to become his substitute, Vs,
30, 31.  He depicts the heartrending grief of their
aged father should they return without him. Vs,
32, 33. Thy servant became surely, ch. 43 : 9.
His father’s deep affliction had moved him to re-
peatance, and now, decause his father loved Benja-
min more than himself and all the rest, he would
willingly take his place — a noble example of ge
nuine affection and self sacrifice! Ch.44:1. Jo-
seph’s conduct up to this point had an appearance
of harshness, but, he was only using his knowledge
of human nature to ascertain whether his brethren
were dealin, honestly by him, and if it would be
judicious now to discover himself to them. The
evidence he required had been given by their
affection for Benjamin and respect for their father.
The severity of a ¢ wise ruler ” and the philosophy
of the disciplinarian gave way to the natural feel-
ings of the man and the brother. Judah's elo-
quence was irresistible, It unmanned him. Cause
every man lo go out—The heart knoweth his own
bitterness, Prov. 14 : 10. Besides, he would not
expose the former base conduct of his brethren to
the members of his household and the people of
Egypt. He wept aloud — To indulge in long-
continued and vehement sobbings is the usual way
of expressing grief in the East. V. 3. “7 am
Foseph "—fell upon their ears hke a thunder-bolt.
Their sin had found them out, Num., 32 : 23
Conscience-stricken, they were speechless. Vs,
4, 5. He reminded them of having suld him, ch.
37 : 28, only to convince them of his identity
which they were slow to recognize. And now he
re-assures them by shewing how plainly God had
over-ruled all that had transpired for good. V. 6
Earing —is an old English word meaning
¢ ploughing,” Exo. 34, 21. Isa. 30:24. V. 8. 77
was not you. ., ..but God—For his brethren to have
spoken like that would have been hypucrisy, but in
Joseph’s mouth the words are highly suggestive.
They indicate (1) a forgiving spirit towards them.
(2) His firm conviction in the fore-knowledge of
God, and that He has a purpose in all He dces,

and that all things work together for good to them
that love God, Rom. 8 : 28,

LEARN the particular Providence of God in his
dealings with men. How He frequently brings
good out of seeming evil.  How patiently he bears
with sinners. How in the end he rewards inte-
grity and fidelity. That we, too, have an Elder
Brother who intercedes for us, Heb. 7 : 25.

Hueol and Rlavrwol,

NoVEMBER 28, GENESIS XLVII § 1-12,

i AE ELTHOUGH entrusted with unlimited au-
thority, Joseph does not forgdt the duty he

owes to his master. He respectfully informs
Pharaoh of the acrival of his friends in the land of
GosHEN, a fertile district stretching eastward from
the Nile, in the direction of Canaan. Vs. 2, 3.
Five men—probably the five eldest of his brethren,
selected as a delegation to be formally presented to
Pharaoh., The 10yal conversation took precisely
the turn Joseph had anticipated, ch. 46 33, 34,
and his brethren answered according to previons
instructions. Skepherds—a calling the most des-
pised among the Egyptians ; but the fact that every
shepherd was ‘‘an abomination” to them would
tend to preserve the nationality of the *chosen
people " of Gud. V. 4. 7o syourn—not to take
up their permanent abode. They had been taught
to believe that, some time or other, they should
possess **the promised land,” from which they are
now driven by famine, see ch. 15:13, 14. Vs 5,6.
The land is before thee—a whole-souled man was
Pharaoh, and this a splendid acknowledgement of
Joseph’s services to the nation. Auy men of acti-
wity—of capacity for business, like Joseph himself.
Such men are always and everywhere in demand.
They are especially needed in the Church, V. 7.
Now comes the introduction of the aged patriarch.
What a beautiful picture is here! The old man of
God, with dignified simplicity, imploring the divine
blessing on the head of Pharaoh— conveying
thanks for his great kindness to Joseph, and for
his own courteous reception, along with a prayer
for Pharaoh’s welfare. Vs, 8, 9. How oyd art
thon ? His venerable appearance made the question
natural, for, in the low-lying land of Egypt the
age of man was far shorter than what ithad yet be-
come in the hilly country of Canaan. The days of
the years.—Ele reckons his life by days. So should
we, Ps, 9o : 12. My pilgrimage—Jacob’s life had
been an unsettled one— from Canaan to Padanaram,
ch. 28 : 5; back again to Canaam, ch. 31: 18;
then moving about from place to place, and now
in Egypt. In another sense he was a pilgrim, as
we also are pilgrims, journeying towards our eter-
nal home. Heb. 11, 9, 10, Few and evil—few,
as they appeared in the retrospect ; evil, because
he experienced many troubles.  Z%e Zife of my fa-
thers—Isaac and Abraham lived longer than Jacob,
ch. 25 ; 7 and 35 : 28 ; and yet their age was short
compared with the antideluvians, ch. 53 27, V.
11.  Rameses, an old city which gave its name to
the district, not far from On, one of the royal resi-
dencies. From Rameses the children of Israel
started on their journey out of Egypt 215 years
later, Exo. 12: 37. V. 12. Nowrished &r.—
supplied all the necessaries and comforts of life
they required. According lo their families—by an
orderly and systematic distribution to cach.

LEARN to respect constituted authorities, 1 Pet.
2 313, 14, and all who are older than ourselves,
parents especially. That the longest life is short,
and that this world is not our home,
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Ony o Clineeh,

@ EDNESDAY, the third of November,

has been appointed by the GovEryor
GENERAL us 8 day of public Thanksgiving all
over the Dominion. It is always in order to
give thanks to God : for His mercies never
fail. 1t is especially meet and right that
Christians of every name and denomination
in Canada should at this time simultaneously
and heartily express their gratitude for the
late abundant harvest and its attendant
blessings of peace and prosperity- ‘Let the
people praise Thee, O Gou ; let all the people
praise Thee. Then shall the earth yield her
increase ; and God, even our own God, shall
bless us." +he most important events,in con-
nection with our own Church at this season
of the year are the commencement of the
Sessions in our Theological Ilalls, and the
stated meetings of the Boards of Management
of our Home and Foreign Missions. Along
wvith our thanksgivings, let our C'olleges, and
our Missionaries, and our students for the
ministry be remembered with earnest sup-
plication at the throne of Grace. “Paul may
plant and Appollos may water, It is God
who giveth the increase.”

Rev. Dr. Mackay, of Formosa, addressed
immense andiences in Knox Church, Kincar-
<line, on the 19th and 20th September. The
church, which is seated for a thousand, was
full to overflowing. The services were of an
intensely interesting character and resulted,
financially, in procuring $225 for the Formo-
sa Mission. ¢ine man gave $100. A lady
(not & Presbyterian either) having no change
at hand, drew her gold ring from her finger
ani threw it on the collection plate. I'rom
other quarters we learn that Dr. Mackay has
had noble meetings throughout the West,

and we trust he will be equally successful in
the Fast.

TnePrESBYTLRY OF MaNtTOBA has consented
to the formation of a second Presbyterian
church in the northern part of Winnipeg,
and a committee has been appointed to ex-
tend s call to the pastorate to the Rev. Mr.
Pitblado, of Halifax.

The Montreal Anniversary Missionary
Meetings are to be held in Erskine Church,
on the 23rd, 24th, and 23th of this month.
Rev. Dr. Mackay, of Formosa, and Rev.
Narayan Sheshadri have both agreed tospeak.

Querxn’s UNiversiTy has conferred the de-

gree of Doctor of Divinity upon the Rev.
Donald McRae, of St. John, N, B., and the
Rev. James Nish, of Sandhurst, Victoria,
Australia.

Tur ForeteN MissioNy Boarn— Fastern Sec-
tion—met at New Glasgow on the 13th Octo-
ber without appointing a fourth missionary
to Trinidad as had been contemplated. It
will meet again on the 23rd of November
when it is hoped that the appointment will
be made.

ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS,

Warteout rent aND Foroyer : Maitland Pres.
—Mr James A. Anderson was ordained and
inducted on 7th October.

Kivassrry AND BroMrToN : Quebec :—The
Rev. J. R. Mcleod, late of Sault Ste. Marie,
was inducted on 12th October.

WiNpsur : Halifaxr :~—The Rev. Archibald
Gunn was inducted on the 19th of Qctober.

Warracetowy : London :—The Rev.Donald
Ntewart, formerly of Arthur, was inducted
on Hth October.

LoxpoN East: Onf. : — Mr. John Knox
Wright was ordained and inducted on the
18th of Gictober.

WEST ADELAIDE AND ARKoNA : London ;—
The Rev. James Carswell was inducted on
19th October.

Ricumoxn : Ottawa :—Mr. T. S. Glassford
was ordained and inducted on 23rd Sept.

SecoNp InNisein ¢ Barrie :—Mr. John K.
Baillie was ordained and inducted on the
12th of October.

Carts —Rev. C. Cemeron, of Coltswold, to
Chalmers’ Church, Kincardine Township, Ont.
A call from Mati'da congregation, Brockwille,
to Rev. R. Watt has not beer: accepted. Rev.
J. M. Aull has received a call to Palmerston,
Poris. The Rev. Peter Wright, of Montreal,
has received a call to Knox Church, Strat-
ford, Ont. Mr. James F. Maclaren has re-
ceived a call to Euphrasia and Holland.

Dewission.—The Rev. M. F. Boudreau has
resigned the charge of Danville, Que., and
accepted a call from a large French-speaking
congregation in the state of Illinois, 1T S.
Rev. .John Anderson has resigned the charge
of River Street Church, Paris.

NEW CHURCHES,

Kesvon, Glengarry :—A substantial and
comumodious new stone church was opened
for worship at this place on 9th September.
It is seated for 600 people and cost between
$6000 and $7000, and is almost free of debt.
Rev. Messrs. Fraser, of Indian ILands, and
Ross, of Kirkhill, conducted the services,
the building being crowded at both services
to its utmost capacity.
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Drummonp, Lanark and Renfrew : —On
12th Septemtber, & very neat and comfortable
frame church was opened at this station by
the Rev. William Burns, of Perth. It will
accommodate sbout 200 persons.

PerryTOWN, Pelerborough : — The new
church at this place is so far completed as
to be ready for occupation. On 10th Sep-
tember a large meeting was held in it, to
take farewell of Rev. William Hodnett who
has been the pastor in charge for several
years, and who was about to leave, having
accepted an appointment to go as a mis-
sionary to the North-West.

Our Golleges.

HE services in connection with the open-
ing of the Session of Kxox CoLreGg, To-
ronto, were held in the College Hall,

on 6th October. The attendance was larger
than upon any previous occasion of the kind.
The principal feature of interest was the de-
livery by Principal Caven of an elaborate and
ver)y able address on the subject of “Dogma-
tism in Preaching.” Dr. Caven is very clear
in hir definition of what “ dogmatism™ means,
and comes to the conclusion that the dogma-
tic is really the most cflective method of
preaching—the preaching which makes doc-
trine the root of practice, and regards all ge-
nuine religious sentiment as the product of
truth ; which seeks above everything o make
truth real and impressive. We understacsa
that there are sixteenor seventeen freshmen
entering the Theological Hall this Session.

Tae PresBYTERIAN COLLEGE, MONTREAL,
commenced its Session of 1830-81, in Crescent
Street Church, on the 2vening of 6th Octo-
ber. There was a large attendance, com-
prising the members of the Presbytery, then
in session, the students, and agood represen-
tation of all the city congregations. Special
interest was given to the occasion by the in-
duction of Rev. Daniel Coussirat, of the Na-
tional P.esbyterian Church of France, ap-
pointed French Professor of Theology in this
Institution by the General Assembly at its
last meeting. Principal MacVicar announced
that the number of students was still on the
increase, and that twoadditional scholarships
had been founded by Mr. Robert Anderson.
Professor Coussirat delivered the inaugural
lecture on * The Adaptation of Protestantism
to the gerius of the French People.”

Queex’s Uxrversity. The New College
Buildings, erected by the munificence of the
citizens of Kingston, were opened with great
eclat, on the 14th of October. The buildings
were thrown open for inspection early in the
day and were visited by a very large number

of people, many of whom had come from a
distance. All were delighted with the state-
ly grandeur of the exterior and the beauty
of the internal fittings. The dimensions of
the main building are as follows :—Greatest
length from east to west, 180 feet, greatest
depth, 146 feet; least depth in the centre,
50 feet; height, two stories, with a lofty
basement, and the tower. The ‘classrooms
are about 32 by 22 feet, with fourteen feet
height of ceilings. The Laboratory is 45 feet
by 17 feet. The museum, of semi-circular
shape, is 70 by 40 feet. The Convocation
Hall, which is exceedingly handsome, is 60
by 45 feet. The Library—70 feet by 40 feet—
is adapted for 30,000 volumes. The opening
ceremonies consisted of an address by the
Mayor of Kingston, who stated that the en-
tire cost of the edifice was $51,000. On be-
half of the citizens he hand~< over the build-
ing to the College authories. This was
suitably acknowledged by Principal Grant,
after which addresses were delivered by Rev.
Professor Williamson, LL. D., the Hon.
Edward Blake, Chancellor of Toronto Univer-
sity, the Hon. H. J. Joly, of Quebec, and the
Hon. Alexander Morris, of Toronto. The
installation of Mr. Nandford Fleming as
Chancellor of the University took place,
amid demonsirations of great enthusiasm,
the next day, and was foilowed by a brilliant
conversazione in the evening.

PresBYTERIAN CoLLEGE, I arLirax. The win-
ter Session will be opened on the 3rd Novem-
ber. Principal McKnight, D. D, is to deliver
.2 inaugurai lecture.

PMeetings of Zreshyteries.

met in St. Matthew’s Church. The
call from Windsor to Rev. Archibald
Gunn was sustained and placed in Mr. Gunn's
hands. Mr. G. accepted the call and his in-
duction was appointed to take place on the
19th Oct. N easures were taken to secure
payment of arrears at Kempt and Walton.
Rev. D Mackinnon reported that Upper
Musquodoboit had paid all arrears and would
now be in a position to call & pastor. The
Presbytery expressed its warm satisfaction
with the report. Resolved to apply to the
Committee of the Aged and Infirin Min-
isters' Fund on behaif of Rev.John Macleen,
now laid aside by illness. Reports of oate-
chists were read and approved. IMessrs.
Gray, McDougsll, and Diclkie, were appoint-
ed to give occasional services at Digby sta-
tions till the end of the year. Students re-
quiring to be examined by this Presbytery
were referred to a Committee.

s
‘zi_I ALIFAX : 5th October :—The Presbytery

S s
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Prorou : 7th September :—The Presbytery
met at Antigonish. It was announced that
the mortgage on the Westville Church was
paid off. Strenuous exertions will be made
to pay the remaining debt of $200 before the
end of the year. Encouraging Home Mission
reports were received from Isaac’s Harbour,
‘Wine Harbour, County Harbour, Ecum Se-
cum, &c., where Mr. Cairns had been labour-
ing during the summe». Rev. J. ¥. Forbes
and his elders wrre appointed interim
session for these stations. Rev. Thomas
Cumming having resigned the clerkship, the
Presbytery regretfully accepted his resigna-
tion, and appointed Rev. E. A. McCurdy,
Clerk. There was read a circular from Dr.
Reid respecting the Assembly Fund, stating
that the amount according to membership
to be paid by this Presbytery for the current
year is $292.85. It was resolved unanimous-
ly that the clerk be instructed to communi-
cate with congregations and endeavour to
see that the amount specified be raised.

The following minute respecting Mr. Max-
well was unanimously adopted: “In re-
moving from the roll the name of the Rev.
‘W. Maxwell, the Presbytery take the oppor-
tunity of placing upon record their high es-
timation of him both 2s & man and a min-
ister of the Gospel. He preached the Gos-
pel with fidelity and earnestness and dis-
charged his duties 2t « pastor faithfully.
The Presbytery regret to part with him, and
trust that another field of usefulness in the
Gospel ministry may soon be opened up for
him. A visitation of the Antigonish congre-
gation was held, and the following finding
was adopted : ¢ The Presbytery declare their
great satisfaction with the congregation in
the main as elicited during the visitation ;
and are thankful for the measure of liberality
displayed and for the prosperity enjoyed;
and recognize the goodness of God In the
degree of spiritual life which appears to
exist among the members and adherents of
the Church. Further, the Presbytery desire
with brotherly aftection and faithfulness to
recommend to the office-bearers and members
of the congregation renewed consecration to
the Lord’s service, renewed diligence in the
Lord’s work, and increased prayerfulness for
the Lord’s blessing.”

On the Sth Sept., the Presbytery held a
visitation of the Lochaber and Union Centre
Congregation, and came to the following de-
li\:ex_'ance: “The Presbytery find that the
minister preaches the Gospel faithfully and
attends 1o all his pastoral duties with fidelity
and diligence, that the elders and managers
are attentive to their work and that the con-
gregation is in a satisfactory state and ma-
king progress.”

LuNENBURG AND YARWOTTH :—19th Sept :—
The Presbytery met at Lunenburg. Mr.

Creelman was allowed three more weeks to
make up his mind regarding the Shelturne
call. The following motion by the clerk was
adopted : Whereas, The statistical and finan-
cial returns, forming the larger part of the
volumes containing the annual “ Acts and
Proceedings of the General Assembly,” are
chiefly useful for the purposes of comparison
and history as regards congregations, Presby-
teries, and the whole Church; and Whereas,
Their value for these purposes would be
grertly increased by having sets of questions
tkat may be used from year to year without
change ; Resolved, That this Presbytery res-
pectfully call the attention of the Assembly’s
Committee on Statistics to the matter, and
request them to adopt in the blanks for the
present year such questions as may, in their
judgment, be used, without frequent change,
to elicit such information as will make the
statistical and financial tables most valuable
for the purposes of comparison and histor .
A report of work at Riversdale, by Rev. R.
Laird was read, and Mr. Laird's diligence
highly commended, and the Homs Mission
Board asked to pay the balance still due. A
circular anent Assembly Fund was read, and
in connection therewith the Clerk moved the
following resolution, which was laid over for
consideration at next meeting: Whereas,
There is a tendency to multiply schemes to
which Presbyteries are asked to contribute,
and the Presbytery and Assembly Funds are
necessary for the efficient carrying on of the
Church’'s work, and in addition to these
TFunds, congregations are asked to contribute
towards paying the expenses of Commission-
ers to the General Assembly ; and Whereas.
In the past some of the congregations within
the bounds of this Presbytery have regularly
contributed to all these funds, while others
have not contributed to any of them; Where
as, If each congregation would punctually
pay an amount only 20 per cent. in advance
of that now asked for the Presbytery Fund
alone, there would be sufficient to meet the
claims of the three Funds, thus practically
reducing fhree to one; therefore Resvlved,
That hereafter this Presbytery shall require
each congregation within its bounds to pay
to the Treasurer, in half-yearly instalments
in January and July, at the rate of twelve
dollars a year for each self-sustaining, and six
dollars a year for each supplemented congre-
gation to meet the claims of those Funds
named in the preamble.

The course of study recommended by the
Assembly’s Sabbath-school Committee was
commended to the attention of Sabbath-
schools within the bounds, and they were
asked to take such action in the matter as
may be possible in their circumstances.
Public meetings are to be held during the
autumn and winter in connection with Sab-
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bath-schools, Temperance, and the State of
Religion.

St. Jonw : 14th September :—Dr. Waters
reported that he had dispensed communion
atSt. Martin's and Black River to 24 members.
Rev. J. C. Burgess reported that he had visit-
ed St. George, Bacabece, and St. Andrew's and
found all these stations in good working or-
der. Rev. J. B. Mowatt, of Fredericton, re-
ported that he had visited Tobique, Glass-
ville, New Kincardine and Florenceville. Mr.
Mowatt, and .J. McG. McKay, of Woodstock,
appointed to organize mission stations in the
Tobique Valley, reported that they had or-
ganized stations at two points — Three
Brooks and Tilleyville, and attended the
election of elders th -re; and that they had
opened a new church at Three Brooks. Revs.
Mr. Kay and K. McKay reported that they
had organized a station at (ireenfield; dis-
pensed communion and presided at election
of elders. Mr. C. D. McLaren and Mr. Sellers,
students in divinity, handed in written exer-
cises which were highly approved of by the
Presbytery..—Messrs. Mackenzie and George,
two other students of divinity, not being able
to be present, sent in written exercises
which were sustained. Mr. Ross, missionary
catechist, was recommended for permission
to enter on his first year's studies et the
Presbyterian College at Halifax. The Rev.
Mr. Mowatt gave notice that at the next ro-
gular meeting he would make a motion to
divide the Presbytery.

P. E. IsLavp : 5th October :—Cliftou and
Granville were separated from New London
and Summerfield, and a new congregation
formed. The resignation by Rev. William
Scott of his charge at St. Peter’s Road was
laid on the table. The division of .Alherton
and Tignish into separate charges was con-
sidered and a decision postponed till furtker
consultation should be had with the people.

Trrro : 12th October :—The application
of Rev. James Christie to be received as a
minister of the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, remitted to the Presbytery by the
General Assemblv, was not granted. A com
mission was appointed to visit Parrsboro and
urge payment of arrears to pastor and promp-
titude and regularity in future.

MowtrEAL: 5th October:—There were pre
sent 33 ministers and nine elders. Mr.
‘Wright reporied on hehalf of the Committee
on Evangelistic services that arrangements
had been made for holding such services in
varions parts of the Presbytery during the
ensuing winter. A report was given in of
missionary meetings that had been held and
of arrangements made for holding such meet-
ings in places where there had heen post
poned from local causes. 3r. Warden re-
ported as to the Home Mission work of the
Presbytery for the past quarter, from which

it appeared that all the stations within the
bounds had been regulaily supplied and that
steps had been taken to sustain and extend
the work. Rev. John Jones was ve-appoint-
ed to supply Taylor Church, Montreal, and
to act as Moderator of the Kirk session. Ar-
rangements were mare for the induction of
Professor Coussirat to the FrenchI'heological
College in Presbyterian College, Montreal.
Mr. Anthony Koubeau, a Trench ex-priest,
applied to Le received as a minister of this
Church. Iis application and testimonials
were remitted to the examining committee.
The Rev. John Irving, of Mille Isles, having
tendered the resienation of his charge it was
agreed to summon the congregation to
appear for their interests at next meeting,
A committee was appointed to consider the
General Assembly's remit on & Sustentation
Fund, and to report to next meeting of
Presbytery.

O1raw A : 21st September: —Grants to Sup-
plemented Congregations and Mission Fields
were revised. Bearbrook and associated
stations made application for an ordained
missionary, promising three hundred and
thirty dollars towards his salary. East Temple-
ton is to receive weekly supply during the
winter from members of Presbytery in hope
of obtaining a pastor or ordained missionary
in the spring, towards whose salary they will
contribute at least three hundred dollars.
All students within the bounds to be certified
to their respective colleges. Dr. Moore re-
ported anent French Mission Stations within
the bounds.

Kixustox : 21st September:—There were
read reports (eleven of them) from all the
students labouring within the vounds with
the exception of two,and generalsatisfaction
was expressed with the services rendered.
Arrangements were made for the supply,
during winter, of stations adjacent to King-
ston through Queen’s College Missionary As-
sociation. Mr. Craig intimated that the con-
gregation of Millpoint had resolved to become
selfsustaining. Sessions were enjoined to
hold missionary meetings— the plan recom-
mended was to have an exchange of pulpits
on the Sabbath, and the meetings during the
following week. A cormunication was read
from the General Assembly’s Sabbath-school
Committee touching a higher standard of at-
tainment among the Sabbath-school teachers
of the Church. An obituary minute was
adopted respecting the Rev. Alexander
Maclennan, of Amherst Island.

PeterBororGH : 28th September :—After
a lengthened conference it was agreed te
ask the General Assembly to receive Mr.
Peter Fleming as a minister of this Church.
Very satisfactory reports were received from
delegates appointed to visit the mission
fields of the Presbytery. In accordance with
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the recommendation of the General As-
sembly, the following persons were appointed
to take charge of the different schemes of
the Church : Assembly Fund, Mr. F. R.
Beattie ; Home Missions, Mr. Cameron ;
Foreign Missions, Mr. Ballentine ; French
Evangelization, Mr. Torrance ; Colleges, Mr.
Bell ; Aged and Infirm XNinisters' and
‘Widows' and Orphans’ Funds, Mr. Smith.
A minute was adopted expressing regiet at
the departure of Rev. W. Hodnett who had
been transferred to Manitoba.

Livpsay : 14th September:—The time of
the Presbytery was chiefly occupied with
matters pertaining to the welfare of its nu-
merous Home Mission Stations and supple-
mented congregations. It wus agreed to em-
ploy an ordained missionary in the north
mission field and to apply to the . M. Com-
mittee for a grant of $300 perannuin towards
his support. It was found that the congre-
gations of Balsover and Victoria and Kuk
field, were not yet ready for an incorporating
union. A committee was appointed to pre-
pare questions suitable for Presbyterial vi-
sitation, to report at next meeting.

Barrie : 25th September :—There was a
large attendance of members and of commis-
sioners from congregations interested in the
proceedings. Arrangements were made for
the induction of Mr. Jobn K. Baillie to the
charge of Second Innmisfil. The rearrange-
ment of some of the congregations in the
bounds has for some time engaged the
anxious consideration of the Presbytery, and
occupied a large share of the time at this
meeting. Rev. Allan Finlay, of Bracebridge,
gave an interesting account of mission work
in his extensive ciocese of Muskoka. The
Clerk was directed to certify to their res-
pective Colleges frurieen students, resident
in the bounds during the summer.

OwEeN Souxp: 21st September :-—The Cona-
mittees that were appointed to look after the
finances of the mission stations reported fa-
vourably, shewing that much success had at-
tended the labours of the missionaries du-
ring the summer, and that the people had
implemented their engagements to the stu-
dents. Applications were received from
Wiarton and Sarawak, etc.,, asking that or-
dained missionaries be sent to these fields
by the . M. Committee for two years. A
call frorn Euphrasia and Holland to Mr. J. F.
McLaren, signed by 9S8 communicants and
41 adherents, was sustained,

SavGEEN: 14th September:—Four students
gave reports of their missiopary labours
during the summer. A call from Palmerston
in favour of Rev. J. M. Aull, of Ratho, was
sustained. Jn reference to the Durham
“Organ case,” the Presbytery resolved to
meet with the congregation with the view of
arriving at a wise conclusion.

GuerrH : 21st September :—~There was a
large attendance. The ministers and elders
in Guelph were appointed a committes to
consider the whole subject of the appoint-
ment of commissioxers to the General As-
semktly. Parties were appointed to take
special charge of a particular scheme of the
Church, XMr. C. Davidson having entrusted
to him the Foreign Mission Scheme, Mr.
Torrance the Home Mission and Assembly
Expenses, Mr. Mullan, French Evangeliza-
tion, Mr. Middlemiss, the Aged and Infirm
Ministers, Mr. McCrae, The Widows’ and
Orphan’s, and Mr. Smellie, the College Fund.
The consideration of the remit on & Susten-
tation Fund was delayed till next ordinary
meeting. The recommendations of the As-
sembly on the State of Religion were refer-
red to the Presbytery's Committee on that
subject. Mr. Smith was appointed the cor-
responding member with the Convener of
the Assembly’s Committee on Sabbath-schools
with regard to the course of study and exa
mination proposed for Sunday school Teach-
ers. Mr. Middlemiss, submitted the report
of the Committee appointed to prepare a
scheme of missionary meetings and sermons.

Paris: 20th September :—A presbyterial
visitation of St. George congregation was
held in the evening, and on the following
day a similar visitation was held in Mr. Scrim-
geour’s congregation, Glenmorris.

Iasirtox : 21st October :—It was reported
that a new congregation, with forty-one
members and seven managers had been or-
ganized in Pearl Street, Hamilton, to be
known hereafter as Erskine Church. It was
announced that the late Mr. John Ganett, of
Hamilton, had left a legacy of $100 in per-
petuity for the poor of Central Church, $100
for the Home and Foreign Missions, $50 for
the French Evangelization, and $50 for the
College fund ; also that the late Mr. David
Butter, of Caledonia, had left $260 for the
schemes of the Church. It was resolved to
hold a Sabbath-school conference at Jarvis,
and a committee was appointed to perfect
arrangements.

Cuaruay : 14th October: — The meeting
was held at Bothwell, and the first day was
spent in holding a Sabbath-school Conven-’
tion. The resignation of Rev. A. Currie, of
Ridgetown, was rccepted. A committee was
appointed to organize a mission statiom at
Henderson. Mr, Gray was appointed to at-
tend to the interests of the Foreign Mission
Scheme ; Mr. McKechnie, of the French
Evangelization Scheme ; Mr. Walker, of Home
Missions ; Mr. Becket, of the Widows' and
Orphans’ Fund, also of the Aged and Infirm
Ministers’ Fund ; Mr. F. B. Stewart, of the
Assembly Fund ; Mr. Waddell, of Sabbath-
schools ; and Mr. Smith, of the State of Reli-
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gion. A number of records of session were
examined.

Stratrorp : 28th September : — Messrs.
Stewart, Waits, and Hamilton, were appoint-
ed the Presbytery's Home Mission Commit-
tee for the current year. A committee was
appointed to confer with the congregations
at Brooksdale and Harrington. A reference
from the Kirk-session of Mitchell was dealt
with. A committee was appointed to report
in regard to missionary meetings.

HyuroN : 14th September —The circular
from the Convener of the Sabbath-school
Committee was read and Kirk-sessions were
instructed to submit it to the teachers of
their Sabbath-schools requesting them to con-
sider the subject and to report their views to
the Convener. The following were appointed
to attend to the schemes of the Church res-
pectively, viz : Mr. Stewart, Home Mission ;
Mr. McDonald, Foreign Missions ; Mr. Me-
Lean, Colleges ; Mr. McCoy, French Evangel-
ization ; Mr. Musgrave, Aged and Infirm
Ministers ; Mr. Lochead, Widows and Or-
phans ; Mr. Thomeon, Assembly Fund. A
mode of electing Commissioners to Assembly
was agreed upon to be adopted in future.

MaITLaND : 215t September : —A call from
Whitechurch and Fordyce to Mr. James A.
Anderson was sustained and accepted.
Stipend $725 with manse. A call from
Chsalmers Church, Kincardine Township, to
Rev. Charles Cameron, of Cotswold, was sus-
tained. Mr. Ross gave in the report on
Presbyterial visitation, and it was agreed that
the series of questions proposed to be used
in this connection be printed for the con-
sideration of members. A circular letter from
the Convener of the Assembly’s Committee
on Sabbath-schools was read. It was agreed
that the Convener of the Presbytery’s Com-
mittee on Sabbath-schools be the correspond-
ing member, and that sessions be instructed
to bring the matter mentioned in the circu-
lar before the Sabbath-schools connected
with their congregations.

Bruceg : 14th September :—The Rev. H.
Mackay tendered resignation of his charge
at Gore Bay and associated stations on Man-
itoulin Island. An application was made for
his services by the people at Manitowaning
who promised to pay liberally towards his
support. Mr. Tolmie submitted the Home
Msssion report and gave an interesting ac-
count of his late visit to Manitoriin Island,
8t. Joseph’s Island, and the north shore of
Leke Huron. It was agreed to ask the Home
Mission Committee to send at least three
missionaries to the fields during the winter
months. Presbyterial visitations were ap-
pointed to be held at Teeswater.

MaxiToBa : 17th September :—There were
present nineteen ministers and two elders.
It was announced that the Rev. William

Hodnett, of Perrytown, had accepted an ap-
pointment to labour a8 a missionary within
the bounds, and he was appointed, mean-
while, to the charge of the Birtle group of
stations. Arrangements were made for the
supply of & large number of stations during
the winter months. Tt was agreed to ask
the Honge Mission Committee to gend amin-
ister to Gladstone, and that, if possible, two
students be got to labour for the winter, one
in the Beautiful Plainsg district, and the
other for Dominion City and Green Ridge.
The Presbytery agreed to call upon one ot
its members to volunteer to go to Prince Al-
bert for the winter months. An interesting
account was given by Rev. Mr. Flett con-
cerning the wants of the Indians in the
neighbourhood of Fort Pelly, etc. It was
agreed to that steps be taken to secure a ca-
techist as soen as possible to labour with the
Crow's Stand band, Swan River district. The
Foreign Mission Committee of the Presbyte-
ry was instructed to correspond with the
General Assembly’s Foreign Mission Com-
mittee to take steps at once to secure the
patent for the Okanase mission property. It
was also agreed that the Rev. Messrs, Stew-
art, Flett, and Wellwood be & deputation to
visit the Sioux reserve to restore harmony
among the Indians on that reserve, and re-
port at the next meeting of the Presbytery.
Rev. Mr. McKellar gave notice that at the
next mesting of the Presbytery he would
move an overture to the General Assembly
to form the western part of Manitoba into a
new Presbytery.

FHome Bligsions.

HE Home Missiox Comrree, Western
Sectwon, met in the lectureroom of
Kuoox Church, Toronto, on the 12th of

October, and continued its sessions for three
days. Rev. Dr. Cochrane, Convener, gccu-
pied the chair. Rev. R. H. Warden,of Mon-
treal, Secretary. Representatives were inat-
tendance from all the Presbyteries, including
Manitoba, and & great deal of important bu-
siness was transacted at the meeting. The
work is making rapid strides, and the Teports
from the fields are encouraging. A number
of new missionaries were appointed to im-
portant outposts, such as Prince Arthur’s
Landing, Fort William, Indian Peninsula,
Mapnitoulin Island, Edmonton, &c. The Rev.
J. Sieveright, M.A.,, of Goderich, was una-
nimously appointed to Prince Albert, North-
West Territory. Being communicated with
by telegraph Mr. Sieveright accepted the ap-
pointment, and is expected to leave in a few
days. The Presbyterian Church has now
nearly forty missionaries in the North-West,
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and the appointment of additional labourers
to a number of new fields was remitted to
the following executive sub-committee :—Dr.
Cochrane, Rev. Messrs. King, Laing, Meac-
donnell, Warden, and Mr. T. W. Taylor.

Olituury.

HE Rgevirenp Duoarp McGREGOR, min-
ister of North Mara and Longford, in
the Presbytery of Lindsay, in connection

with the Presbyterian Church in Canada, de-
parted this life at the mange, Uptergrove,
after an illness of about six weeks, on Sab-
bath morning, 19th September, in the seven-
ty-first year of his age. He was born in the
Island of Easdale, March 27th, 1810. Mr.
MeGregor was educated for the ministry of
the Congregational Church. After labouring
for some time at Helensburgh, Scotland, he
came with his family to Canada, in 1857, and
was called to be pastor of the Congregational
Church, at Manilla, Ontario. In 1876, he
connected himself with the Presbyterian
Church in Canada. He was a diligent and
faithful pastor, and an able and earnest
preacher of the Gospel in English and in
Gaelic. Five of his aons are in the ministry,
four of them in the Congregational Church,
and one is on our missionary staff in Manitoba.

@relesinstical Hews.,

HE Wesleyan Methodists are to hold an
(Ecumenical Council next summer, in
London, England, in the old City Road

Chapel, in which John Wesley used to

preach. Dr. Stopford Brooke has seceded

from the Church of England, for the reason

that he has come to be convinced of the im-

possibility of miracles, and especially has

lost faith in the miracle of the Incarnation.

At the Church Congress, held in England,

last month, a considerable part of the first

day was spent in discussing the internal
unity of the Church. The Bishop of Durham
thought the Church of England acted wisely
in tolerating diverse types of thought and
opinion within its pale, claiming that the
strength of the Church consists in its com-
prehensiveness. Canon Farrar went so far
as to say that the three schools of thought—
the High, Low, and Broad Church — exerted

a most beneficial influence on the Church as

& whole, and the Church without their ex-

istence would have been less Oatholic, less

vigorous, and less adapted tomeet the wants
of her many children than she was at present.

“Unity without diversity was death. Uni-

formity was impossible, but unity was s sa-

»

cred duty. The amicable eo-existence of the
three part.es was a sign of the vitality of the
Church.” Dean Stanley, in his desire to
nationalize the Established Church, points
out in o published letter that the difficulties
which have stood in the way of Non-conform-
ists uniting with the Church of England have
scarcely an existencenowadays. Respecting
subseription to formulas he says,— All the
subsecriptions which existed in former times
are swept away. About twelve years ago, s
Royal Commission considered the subject,
and introduced changes so radical that the
subject, which down to that time was fre-
quently agitated, has never been revived.
The declaration of ‘unfeigned assent and
consent to all and everything in the Book of
Common Prayer’ did drive the Nonconforming
ministers out in 1662. The declaration of
belief that ¢ the Thirty-nine Articles, contain
nothing contrary to the Word of, God,” the
declaration of assent to ‘all and every the
Thirty-nine Articles, besides the ratification *
—once required from all clergymen and
graduates—no longer exists.” Dr. Parker,
of the City Teraple Church, London, and &
leading Nonccnformist, goes further than
Dean Stanley, and advocates an alliance of
all Christians on a far wider basis than the
Pan-Presbyterian or the Pan-Anglican, and
would have “every man who adopts and
practicesthe principle of self sacrifice for the
good of others be recognized as a living
Christian, and included in it.”

TrHE DUKk OF ARGYLE; at a recent meeting
in the Highlands of Scotland, has given ex-
pression to his views on Christian unity in &
somewhat different and much more sensible
vein than Dr. Parker. ¢ The question cannot
but occur sometimes why should we not all
combine, why should we require these sepa-
rate places of worship, the points on which
we agree being undoubtedly of infinitely
greater importance than the points on which
we differ. I am here to declare that the
longer I live the more value and importance
I attach tothis great question which concerns
the nature of the Church and the functions
of the Christian ministry. On this great
question, which cuts verp deep into the very
nature of our religion, I confess to this com-
pany that I am moreand more & Presbyterian
by conviction. 1 believe that the constitution
of the early Church, though it was probably
very different in many respects from any
Church which we see at present, was still,
on the whole, more near the organisation of
the Presbyterian Church than any other
Church which exists on the face of the earth.
I believe, further, that the historicsl process
by which one bishop came to exercise domi-
nion over all the other bishops of the Church
is precisely the same historical process by
which one Presbyter eame to assume author-
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ity over the other Presbyters of the Christian
Church. Holding this visw, I am amongst
the number of those who would say to my
Presbyterian fellow-countrymen, do not sa-
crifice anything of your ancient traditions
and your national opinions for the sake of
Jjoining the Episcopal Church or any other
Church on earth. Treat all your brethren of
the Christian Church, of whatever section,
with perfect toleration, be willing to hear
everything they may have to say in favour
of their organisation, but until you are con-
vinced that they are in the right in regard
to the main principles which separate you,
do not join them, but keep separate, keep to
your own organisation.”

Referring to the Confession of Faith, His
Grace expressed the opinion that in the Re-
formation Churchesone great error was made,
and that was having made their Confession of
Faith and their Articles of Belief much too
long and much too elaborate. At the same
time there ave difficulties in the way of al-
tering it, and he was not one of those who
would recommend that process.

It is not ten years since evangelical minis-
ters were subject to imprisonment for preach-
ing the gospel in France. But now the
whole of France is open to evangelical la-
bourers, Every one of the 36,000 com-
munes is accessible to the preachers of the
gospel, and in many of these communes, the
mayors preside at the meetings and intro-
duce the preachers, some public hall being
used for the purpose. This is true not only
of the cities, but also of the provincial towns
of France, and the people everywhere show
an eagerness to listen to the preaching of a
pure gospel. It is one of the most remarkable
changes of our time.

INTELLIGENGE of o religious revival among
the inhabitants of the famous Norfolk Island
has been received. These good people—the
descendants of the mutineers of the Bouniy,
whose removal from Pitcairn Island took
place upwards of twenty years ago—have al-
ways borne the character of being more un-
der the power of the Gospel than the general
run of Christians are, and it would appear
that their love for the truth has not abated
of late years. Their invariable custom has
been to assemble every morning in the ordi-
nary place of worship for prayer, previous to
proceeding to their daily work; and in this
respect they resemble the seventy or eighty
persons, including their pastor and his family,
who form the whole population of the lonely
little island of St. Xilda, in the Atlantic, on
the north-west coast of Scotland, and who,
though an isclated community, are apparent-
ly the most godly and simple-hearted people
in the Biitish Isles. The Norfolk Islanders
have three full services every Sabbath, and
their Scriptural knowledge issaid to be great.

Their educational acquirements arealso of no
mean order, there being an excellent school
on the islaud. The spiritual oversight of this
peculiar congregation has been under the
Rev. Mr. Nobbs, who on the occasion of his
visiting England was presented to the Queen,
and immediately afterwards ordained by the
Archbishop of Canterbury as minister of
Pitcairn Island. Mr. Nobbs, who is an old
naval officer, and whose life seems to have
been a chequered one, is a piously-devoted
man, and it is not therefore strange that his
labours should bear fruit.

Tue BisLe has now been translated into
two hundred and seventy different languages
and dialects. Some idea of the time and la-
bour involved may be gathered from the fact
that it has taken six years to prepare the
Japanese version of the New Testament
which has just been completed. The event
was celebrated in Yokahama as an important
era in the history of the evangelization of
Japan. Missionaries connected with at least
fourteen different societies were present,and
a large congregation of native Christians. It
was remarked by one of the American mis-
sionaries, that ‘“nopossible reverses can now
quench the light of the Gospelin this heathen
land. Were every missionary expelled, as
they were at a former time, it would now ke
impossible to expel the Scriptures, which
during the last decade have been sown wide-
ly through the land.” Thousands cf New
Testaments and hundreds of Bibles in the
Chinese language have been circulated In
Japan. The task of completing a Japanese
version of the Old Testament will be pro-
ceeded with immediately. According to re-
cent returns, the total membership of the
Protestant Churchee in Japan in December,
1879, was 2,701, an increase of 1,084 since
July, 1878. There are now in Japan, 66
married couples, 11 unmarried men, and 40
unmarried women, making a total of 183 mis-
sionaries, of whom 140 are Americans.

THERE 15 A LEGEND to the effect that, as So-
lomon’s temple progressed, a dressed stone
was sent there from the quarries, for which
no place could be found. Over and over
again the workmen examined it, end tried it
in various ways, but to no purpose. Itseem-
ed fitted for no place whatever, and hencs it
was left unnoticed at last, and became over-
grown with weeds. But when the work was
about completed, the headstone of the corner
was missing. From the quarries came the
word that it had been sent, but where was
it ? Then the rejected stone was remember-
ed, and upon seeking it out, that which the
builders had rejected became the chief orna-
ment of their work. Thus some rejected
Moses,and oth s rejected Jesus, but God has
places of etern... honor for each of them.
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Doint-aux-Trembles Blission
Srhools,

ITH the exception of the cities of
Montreal and Quebec there is per-
haps no place in Lower Canada the

name of which is better known than that of
Pointe-aux-Trembles, where for the last forty
years Mission Schools for the Christian edu-
cation of the children of French Canadians
have been successfully conducted. Pointe-
aux-Trembles is on the North Shore of the
8t. Lawrence river, about 9 miles east of
Montreal. On the Mission property there
are two large school buildings, one for boys
which can accommodate about 150 and the
other for girls with accommodation for be-
tween 40 and 50.

The above cut represents the boys’ school.
The schools were founded by the French
Canadian Missionary Society and were in
July last transferred to the Board of French
Evangelization of our own Church. About
2000 French Canadians have been educated
here. Many of these now occupy positions
of trust and influence as ministers, teachers,
physicians, lawyers, merchants, &c. Pupils
are admitted between the ages of 13 and 25,
the average age being about 18, A preference
is given to the sons and daughters of French
Roman Catholic parents and to the children

of recent converts from Rome, living in
parishes where there is no protestant school.

Heretofore very few of the pupils have re-
mained Roman Catholics after being for a
short time in these schools. The session
begins on the 15th of Uctober and lasts
seven months. About 200 applications for
admission during the present session have
been received, but owing to the scarcity of
funds the Board have thus faragreed to admi
only a limited number. The expense of each
pupil is about $30 persession  With a view
to meet the expenditure and to deepen the
interest of the Church in this important
work, the Board are anxious that the schools
should be entirely supported by means of
scholarships contributed by private friends
and especially by the Sabbath-schools of the
Church,—a particular pupil being assigned
to the donor of each scholarship and put in
correspondence with him. Thus far only
30 of these scholarships have been guaran-
teed for this session, and those have been
takken chiefly by small Sabbath-schools or
parties of limited meens. Many of the letters
intimating th2 scholarships have been most
cheering and encouraging. One gentleman

.| in _Ontario—by no means wealthy — thus

writes “By the appeal ef the Board I have
decided, I trust under the leading of the
Holy Spirit, to undertake the support of a
pupil at the Mission School at Pointe-aux-
Trembles, paying $10 per month for five sue-
cessive months beginning with November,
&c.” Another member of the Church, of
limited 1bility, in the Guelph district sends a
draft for $30 to maintain a pupil this session.
A lady from Pembroke, who has no money
to give, forwards a piece of embroidered
work to be sold in the interest of the schools.

A lady from Quebec city in remitting a
contribution says “The cause is very near
and dear to my heart. I think as a church
the schools at Pointe-aux-Trembles have a
very strong claim upon us. It was with much
sorrow I learned that the funds are so low.
Should not a_special Sabbath day collection
be taken in all congregations for the schools ?
Are there not individuals who would club
together, two or three, and support a pupil.
Oh how I wish that I had more time at my
disposal so that I might uge it in obtaining
help. As it is I try to urge the necessity
when I have an opportunity, but here in the
midst of poperyitis not easy to do much.
When so much money is being wasted in
Church adornment and tinsel and folly, sure-
ly, surely it becomes us to work in such a
cause as the Christian education of young
Catholics. I now enclose a small contribu-
tion which you will please devote to the fund
and you may (D.V.) expect the sum of $2 on
the first week of every month till August
1881 which is 21l I can do in the mean-
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time, &e.! Will not very many of the Lord’s
children come at once to the help of the
Board and enable them to admit as many pu-
pils as the buildings can accommodate? Will
not Ministers and Sabbath-school Superinten-
dents at once take the matter up/and notify
the Board of their readiness to support one
or more pupils ?

We earnestly trust that many will do so
without delay.

TaaNgsGIVING COLLEOTION.

The Dominion Government has appointed
Wednesday, 3rd November, as a Day of
Thanksgiving. What more appropriate than
that a special collection be made in all our
churches that day for the Pointe aux-Trembles
Schools. We trust that this suggestion will
meet with favour and be adopted in very
meny of our churches. We trust that in
all our Congregations and Sabbath-schools,
gpecial prayer will be offered on behalf of
the Schools, that the work of the present
session may be greatly blessed, and that
many of the pupils may not only see the
errors of Romanism but be led to give their
hearts to the Saviour.

Ex-PRIESTs.

A number of Priests of the Church of Rome
are at present knocking for admission at the
door of our Church. One of those appeared
last week before the Presbytery of Montreal.
After careful examination by a Committee,
the Presbytery resolved to ask him to attend
the Montreal Presbyterian College this ses-
sion. He was willing, but had no money to
enable him to do so. So favorably impressed
were they with this gentleman that the mem-
bers of Presbytery at once subscribed a sum
sufficient to meet his expenses this Session.
Three other applicants are anxious to attend
College but have not the necessary funds to
enable them to do so. Will not some gener-
ous friends of the work at once provide the
requisite means ? Contributions for this pur-
pose will be received and duly acknowledged
by the Treasurer of the Board, Rev. R. H.
Warden, 260 St. James Street, Montreal.

Tiue Lapies' Sociery.

At a meeting of the Ladies’ French Evan-
gelization Society last week, it was resolved
to endeavour to establish branch Ladies’ So-
cieties throughout the Church with a view
to meet in whole or in part the support of
the Girls’ School at Pointe-aux-Trembles.
‘We shall refer more fully to this matter next
month and present our readers with an en-
graving of the Girls’ School Building. Mean-
while information as to the formation of
Braunch Ladies’ Societies may be obtained on
application to Mrs. Professor Campbell, 19

St. Luke Street, Montreal, or to My. Warden.
The interest among the Montreal ladies is
increasing in a very marked manner, fully
40 being present at the meeting last week,
embracing all the congregations of our
Church in the city. We trust that ere long
there will be many similar societies through-
out the Church to aid this increasingly im-
portant work, N

Soveign Blission Heport.
(WESTERN SECTION.)

(Continued. )

Fourteen years ago, when Mis-tawa-sis and
his band were wandering over the plains in a
purely savage and heathen state, they visited
Prince Albert, and were brought under the
influence of the late Rev. James Nisbet and
his interpreter, Mr. Mackay. They were the
first missionaries with whom these Indians
had come in contact. The impression made
upon them appears tohave been deeper than
was supposed at the time. After white set-
tlers came to the neighbourhood, they moved
away, and are now settled upon a reserve
north of Carlton, about seventy miles from
Prince Albert, but they have not forgotten
what they learned in by-gone years. Other
denominations have sought to find entrance
among them, but they evince a strong de-
sire to obtain the means of grace from those
who first brought them to the light. A year
ag0, the chief called together all his council-
lors and head men to decide what steps
should be taken to secure a teacher from
their own denomination. He then sent for
Mr. Mackay, and asked him what prospect
there was that they could obtain 2 minister
for themselves. Mr. Mackay could not give
them any definite assurance, but promised
to let his brethren know, and to do what he
could for them. ILast winter, a second coun-
cil was held, and the old chief Mis-ta-wa-sis
himself was sent as a delegate to Mr. Mackay,
to urge their request for a minister. In a
lengthened conversation he referred to the
time, fourteen years before, when Mr. Mac-
kay began to teach them. He and his fol-
lowers were then upon the war path. “He
wondered,” writes Mr. Mackay, “that I was
pot afraid to go among them, when danger
impended. He said the Almighty had di-
rected his footsteps toward the setting sun,
where by the river he had learned to know
Christ; and the object of his mission was to
see if T could aid him to get & minister of
his own. He wished me to tell the Commit-
tee that they wanted no other than the na-
tive who speaks their own language, and who
first taught him to know God, meaning my-
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self. ‘I am not,’ he continued, ¢ workiug for
s day only, but that this thing may bu per-
manent.’ This, he said, was the determina.
tion of himself and his people.”

This earnest Macedonian call comes from
a band which numbers from 370 to 400 In-
dians, which is presided over by perhaps
the most popular and influential chief of the
Cree nation. Mr. Mackay has indicated, more-
over, his willingness to labour among these
people who plead so earnestly for his ser-
vices. He reports thirteen baptisms and
three marriages among the Indians of this
Reserve. Your Committee have already ta-
ken steps which may lead to the early occu-
pation of this promising field.

At Okanase and the associated stations,
Rev. George TFlett has laboured with his
usual zeal and self-denial, and is, upon the
whole, encouraged by the decided indications
of good accomplished. Ie reports 37 bap-
tisms at Okanase, 7 at Fort Ellice, and 24 at
Fort Pelley, making a total of 68 registered,
during the year, among the visible people of
Christ. Of these 32 were adults. He reports
also 7 marriages, 7 deaths, and 34 members
in full communion, resident at Okanase and
Fort Pelly. Owing to the scarcity of provi-
sions among the Indians, many of them
during the past winter, were with great
difficulty saved from starvation, and Mr.
Flett's limited resources were taxed to the
utmost to meet the pressing calls made
upon him. He writes ¢ Just before Christ-
mas, I had to make four trips to a camp
of Indians north of us, to bring them some
food and medicine, and also some clothing
which Mrs. Bryce had the goodness to gather
from other kind friends. I saw there was
danger of their freezing todeath, so I got my
team of horses and made two trips, and
brought them all to my place— twenty of
them.” And when we add to this, that Mr.
Flett had himself to feed from 20 to 25 In-
dians every day, for more than a month, the
Church will easily perceive the burden that
such a winter lays upon a self-denying and
generous missionary. The Committee made
a grant of $200.00 to aid in the erection of a
church at Okanase, where the lack of such &
building was greatly felt. The wood for the
church was got out during the winter, and
this gave a little employment to some of the
young men, and aided in a measure to lessen
the distress.

The work among Sioux or Dakota Indians,
near Fort Ellice, has been carried on as
formerly, by Rev. Solomon Tunkansuicye,
but as he does not either speak or write the
English language, there is great difficulty in
obtaining detailed information in reference
to his work. He enjoys, however, the full
confidence of the Presbytery of Manitoba,
and of Christians who reside in the neigh-

bourhood in which he labours. He travels
over a considerable extent of country, visit-
ing the Reserves which have been sct apart
for the Sioux Indians, The school at the
Reserve has been kept open for a portion of
the year, but, owing to the very small at-
tendance, it seems probable that it will be
found necessary to close it. Your Commit-
tee await further information respecting it.

IL—MISSION TO CHINA.

Your Committee have always been able to
turn with satisfaction to this department of
the work. The blessing which so early
crowned the labours of your first missionary,
continues to attend the work in Formosa.
Marked progress has been made during the
year. Tive new chapels have been opened,
and two old ones rebuilt. When the last Re-
port was presented to the General Assembly,
there were fifteen chapels and fifteen trained
native helpers, now there are twenty chapels,
each of which is supplied by a trained na-
tive helper. There were then 255 members
in full communion, now there are at least
300. More than 2000 personshave abandon-
ed idolatry, and wait regularly on the means
of grace in connection with the various cha-
pels. Elders and deacons have been ordain-
ed, two Bible women carry the Gospel to
their heathen sisters, and eight schools are
giving elementary instruction to the young.

During the year an hospital hasbeen erect-
ed at Tamsui at an expense of nearly $3,000.
The honour of this enterprise is chiefly due
to the large-hearted liberality of Mrs. Mackay,
of Windsor, Ont. She desired to perpetuate
the memory of her late husband by the erec-
tion of a permanent building in connection
with the Formosa Mission. The sum of $1,700
has been received from Mrs. Mackay, in two
donations, and invested in the fine building
which has been completed at Tamsui. Your
Committee propose that it shall hereafter be
styled ¢ the Mackay Hospital” In this way
they hope that the streams of beneficence
which may be expected to flow steadily from
the Imstitution will, both in Canada and
China, be constantly associated with the
name of departed worth.

Dr. Ringer, in his Annual Report, states
that ¢ the new Hospital, now completed, pro-
mises to be a most satisfactory edifice. It
contains four wards, a consulting room, and
large hall; the latter doubly utilized as a
waiting-room and chapel. There are also se-
veral private apartments for assistants, and
the general accommodation in every way jus-
tifies the hope that considerable increased
indoor relief will be afforded to sufferers du-
ring subsequent years.”

The Hospital has, under the care of Dr.
Ringer, continued torender excellent service
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to the Mission. It has done much to alle-
viste human sufferings and commend Chris-
tianity by its practical fruits to the Chinese.
During the year, 1, 204 new patients attend.
ed the hospital, of wham sixty-two were
treated 1n the house. The Church iz under
coutinued obligations to Dr. Ringer for the
valuable services he has so long rendered
cheerfully and gratuitously to the Hospital.
With him it has evidently been a labour of
love, but it is none the less worthy of special
and hearty recognition on the part of the
Canadian Church. At Kelung, a second hos-
pital on a much smnaller scale was opened
during the year at the suggestion of Dr.
Mann, the resident Inglish physician, and
placed under his care. The pleasure of work-
ing in a noble cause is the only temporal re-
ward which he receives for his generous la-
bours.

It is less necessary for your Committee to
give minute details of the work in Formosa,
as the General Assembly will, they trust, be
addressed by one who has been honoured to
found the Mission, and, up to the present
time, to be its controlling spirit. He will be
able to speak from personal knowledge with
an accuracy and force which no Committee
can hope to equal. It is with much pleasure
your Committee have learned that Rev. Dr.
G. L. Mackay, your first missionary to For-
mosa, has at last yielded to their solicitations
and left China on a visit to his native land.
His abounding labours, under a climate pe-
culiarly trying to the health of foreigners,
rendered a season of relaxation in every way
necessary. 1le returns after eight years’ la-
bour, such as few men have accomplished.
It is no ordinary joy to welcome back for a
season one whom God has so richly owned
and blessed in Ilis service.

The return of the senior missionary for a
season to Canada, has devolved upon the
Rev. K. F. Junor weighty responsibilities.
The entire oversight of the extensive work in
Northern Formuosa is laid upon him, until
his colleague is able to return to China. But,
with his knowledge of the language, and ac-
quaintance with the mode of conducting the
mission in Formosa, your Committee have
every confidence that he will with God's
blessing, if spared in health, prove equal to
the occasion. At the date of his last letter,
he had returned from a tour among a num-
ber of the stations, and speaks very hopefully
of the prospects of the work. He mentions
facts which shew that the Gospel is gradually
spreading among the people, and that not a
few of the leading Mandarins manifest a
frivndly spirit. A man who had recently
occasion to apply to the Mandarin at Tek-
Chham on business, informed that official,
“ that he was going to enter tae Church of
Jesus. The Mandarin told him that if he

wished to do so that was good.” Mr. Junor
may ~well add, “there is great reason for
thankfulness to God that we have a Mandarin
in such an important city favourable to the
(iospel.” Others also in high places are re-
ferred to as equally friendly. But, after all,
tHe most hopeful symptom appears tobe the
wide-spread feeling of respect and esteem
with which the mass of the people havelearn-
ed to regard the missionaries and the Gospel
which they proclaim. There is reason to be-
lieve that the foundation has been laid for a
great and stable work.

[IL—MISSION TO CENTRAL INDIA.

India presents a mission field second in ex-
tent and population only to China. Its rela-
tion to the British Empire gives it a special
claim upon the Christians who live under the
same flag. Fifty years ago, when Duff landed
in Indig, but small impression had been made
by missionary zeal upon the dense mass of
heathenism. and the prospectof the ultimate
evangelization of the land seemed almost
hopeless. But since that time such progress
has been made that even the weakest faith
may gather courage from it. Half a million
of the population gathered into the fold of
Protestant Christianity, represents a small
portion of what has been done. Western
and Christian ideas have largely permeated
society. By a process of sappingand mining,
the way has been prepared for the overthrow
of the hoary superstitions which have long
enslaved the people. For many years the
Church has been sowing the seed, and now
every year gives clearer promise of an abun-
dant harvest.

In Central India, where the Presbyterian
Church in Canada has broken ground, matters
have not moved on very satisfactorily during
the year, but there is reason to hope that a
measure of good has been done, and the way
in some degree prepared for better things in
the future. On the 9th September, Mr. John
Wilkie, M.A., was ordained as a minister of
the Gospel, and designated as missionary to
Central India by the Presbytery of Guelph,
and, shortly after, he and his excellent wife
sailed from Quebec on their way to thescene
of their future labours. They arrived in
safety at Bombay on the 22nd December, and
reached Mhow on the 25th of the same
month, and the next day went on to Indore,
where they have taken up their abode. The
Committee having appointed Mr. Wilkie
Treasurer to the Mission in Central India, he
entered upon his duties on the lst January,
and the ability and care with which he has
discharged the duties of this important office
have given great satisfaction to your Com-
mittee. Mr. Wiikie is in the meantime devo-
ting his energies chiefly to the acquisition of
the language.
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Rev. J. F. Campbell sends an interestingl The following statement of the Receipts

report of the work done at Mhow during the
year. The agencies employed there have
been exceedingly varied. Without attempt-
ing to give all the details, we may mention
that there is 2 Sabbath morning service with
an average attendance of about 38, a Sabbath-
schiocol and Bible-class where about 48 per-
sons, men, boys and girls, receive instruction.
A daily service is held in the bungalow,
chiefly for the servants and their friends, and
a prayer meeting is maintained weekly. A
boys’ school is sustained which has an ave-
rage attendance of nearly 43. To this may
be added street preaching, services of song,
and preaching in the villages around Mhow,
34 of which have in the course of the year
heard the Gospel. A discussion aleo was held
for ten evenings with a dahommedan Moul-
vie who came to Mhow on a preaching tour.
Mrs. Campbell, assisted by the wife and
daughter of the catechist, conducted a girls’
school, which, during the last quarter, had
an average attendance of 15, and she visited
twenty-one zenanas, Two of these families
have left Mhow, and one has been given up,
so that the number now visited is eighteen.

Towards the end of January, Mr, Campbell,
leaving the work at Mhow under the care of
his catechist, started on his third itinerancy,
which lasted about seven weeks. Hewas ac-
compenied and aided in his work by a col-
porteur of the Bible Society, whom he em-
ployed to go with him on his tour. In this
journey Mr. Campbell travelled 300 miles,
and visited more than forty places, including
the seats of three Rajehs and four Shakurs
(chiefs) and besides the word preached,
about 700 pertions of Scripture, mostly Gos-
pels, were sold at reduced prices. A large
number of tracts and small books were also
sold. In two places Mrs. Campbell was in
vited to visit tho Shukurani (wife of the Sha-
kur), and then, and on a few other occasions,
had the privilege of declaring the Gospel to
& number of women. So far as known, the
Gospel had never been before preached in
most of these places. During the year Mr.
Campbell baptized one man and two children.
The man had been for a considerable time
on probation, and has so far given great sa-
tisfaction.

A brief printed report of the work accom-
plished by the printing press at Indore has
Jjust come to hand. 1% adds, however, almost
nothing to the fuller report received last
year. From the report just received, it ap-
pears that there have been issued from the
Indore press, in English and Hindi, about
162,450 copies of Scripture and other tracts,
representing 1,516,150 pages of religicus
matter. The circulation of go much Christian
literature, which the natives read with avidi-
ty, cannot be unproductive of good.

and expenditure for the year is, in some res-
pects, 80 exceptional that it deserves,and no
doubt will receive, special attention from
the Genoral Assembly :-——

FOREIGN MISSION FUND--1879-80.
RECEIPTS,
Amount received from all sources.......... $22,471 59
Balanee . ...ooiit tiiiiiiiiiin ciiieiennss 16,658 88
$39,030 42
EXPENDITURE,
Balanco at beginning of year ... $5,094 (6
Paid on account of North- West.. 3,880 (3
“ Formosa ..... 12,223 (3

(
Inria Mission 16,111 71
Expenses of

“ 13
"

A Com’tee. otc 471 60
Proportion of Salary of Agent .. 400 CO
- ** General Expenses. 200 00
Interest on Loans and Advances 650 C0

$89,030 42
This statement is, no doubt, somewhat
startling. It is not, however, without ele-
ments which may encourage. It is certainly
satisfactory to find that during the year in
which very special and successful efforts
have been put forth to evoke the liberality
of the Church on behalfof other schemes, the
Foreign Mission Fund, without any special
effort, has not only held its own, but has
reached a somewhat higher point than it
ever did before. Last yearthe total receipts
were $21,815.30, and this year they are
$22,471.59, or $656.20 in advance of last
ear.
Y But a debt which has increased $11,500.00
in one year, and which now amounts to
$16,558.83, is a disagreeable fact whichneads
some explanation. An examination of the
accounts shews that the debt was greater by
g considerable amount at the commencement
of the year than was ascertained when the
report was given in to the Assembly in June
last. The sum of $2,500.00 was sent to In-
dia to meet instalments on the mission pro-
perty purchased. From information subse-
quently received, there is reason to think
that this amount was largely used for the
ordinary expenditure of the mission, while
the instalments on the property were in the
first instance met by money borrowed in In-
dia, which had to be repaid by your Commit-
tee during the year now closed. There was
also 2 balance due on the salary of Rev. Dr.
G. L. Mackay, in Formosa, for the year 1878,
which he did not draw until 1879. Thedebt,
therefore, cannot have been less, at the time
of last Assembly than $7,000.00. From the
arrangements which have been made to se-
cure regularly quarterly financial returns
from all the missions, and of their receipts
and expenditure, it is believed that such an
inaccuracy is not likely again to occur in the
report to the General Assembly.
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This, however, does not explain the very
great increase which has taken place in the
expenditure of the year. This is almost en-
tirely due to the large sum paid during the
year for mission property in Chinaand India.
During the year 1879 there were extra ex-
penses, in connection with the Formosn work
of a kind not likely to occur again for some
time, amounting to $5,452.64. A large pro-
portion of this sum was incurred during the
past ecclesiastical year. Of this amount, no
less than §4,280.00 was expended in the
erection of the new hospital, and repairs
made upon  the mission houses at Tamsui
which had been assailed by white ants, and
in the erection of new chapels, beyond the
sum put in estimate for that purpose for the
current year. For the sum of $4,280.00,
Mission property, all of & very necessary
kind, can be shewn in Formosa.

During the same period, nearly the entire
price of the mission property at Indore,
amounting to about $7,661.00, has been paid.
It will be remembered that the General As-
sembly at Hamilton in 1878, authorized the
Committee to proceed with the erection of
buildings for residence of missionaries at In-
dore; and enjoined ministers to lay the ur-
gent need of such buildings before their con-
gregations, as part of the ordinary require-
ments of the Fund. It is to this large but
very necessary expenditure, incurred with
the direct sanction of the supreme court,
that the present embarrassment is chiefly
due. The $4,280.00 expended upon preper-
ty in Ching, together with the sum speni
upon the mission buildings at Indore, makes
a total of $11,941.00, which is more than the
entire increase in the debt during the year.

Your Committee have been able, for the
first time, to secure both from India and
China, estimates in advance, for the annual
expenditure of these missions. The latter
they were able to sanction without any
change, but the former which is, however,
$5,500.00 less than was spent in India last
year, they have been able still further to re-
duce. Your Commitee believe that by means
of these estimates their successors will be
able, in future, to regulate the outlay of the
various missions, so as to prevent the accu-
mulation of debt. But your Committee trust
that an earnest effort will be sanctioned by
the General Assembly, and made by the
Church, to remove this debt and raise the
funds necessary to carry on the work in full
efficiency. It is estimated that $24,400 will
be required to mest the expenditure of the
year and pay the interest on the debt already
incurred. But your Committee trust that
the General Assembly will take such steps
as will issue in the augmentation of the
Foreign Mission Fund to such an extentthat
it will suffice to meet the present debt and

the annual expenditure necessary to carry
on the work with efficiency. Your Commit-
tee would, therefore, urgently request the
General Assembly to call upon congregations
to make a special effort to double their con-
tributions to Foreign Missions for the present
year, and to enjoin upon Presbyteties to use
all due diligence to secure this eng.

In accordance with the instructions of the
last Assembly, your Committee, at its first
mesting, appointed a standing Committee to
take charge of the work formerly conducted
by the Juvenile Mission Committee, and such
other cognate work as might be assigned to
it. Miss Machar was appointed Secretary-
Treasurer, and requested to give the Stand-
ing Committes on juvenile work the benefit
of her valuable services. This she has kindly
done, and the report which is printed in full,
as appended, shews that the work has been
done with much efficiency and success. The
accounts having been closed & month earlier
than the Juvenile Mission Committee closed
them, the amount reported as received, viz.:
$1,106.50, is scarcely equal to the contribu-
butions received on former years; but since
the report was written the Secretary-Treasu-
rer has received $140.00, bringing up the
total for the year to $1,246. 50, which it is be-
lieved will be found rather in advance of the
contributions usually received through the
corresponding channel on former years.

The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society
of the Presbytery of Kingston holds on its
way vigorously. It has seven auxiliaries and
one Mission Band. This Soeiety has paid to
Rev. Dr. Reid the sum of $170 to aid in car-
rying the Gospel to the women and children
of Central India.

The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society
of the Presbyterian Church in Canada, West-
ern Section, has advanced steadily during
the year. 1t has paid to Rev. Dr. Reid for
Zenana and other work among women and
children, in connection with the Central In-
dia Mission, the noble sum of $3,500.00, an
advance of $500.00 on the large contribution
of the previous year. This Soriety has now
forty-six Auxiliaries and nine Mission Bands.
Two of these Auxiliaries are Presbyterial Se-
cieties, viz., Hamilton and Glengarry, each of
which has a number of branch societies con-
nected with it. Your Committee trust that
circumstances may ere long again admit of
the development of the agency in connection
with your Central India Mission, which these
societies are designed to sustain. In the
meantime it is encouraging to know that the
liberality of the Chrstian women of the
Church is evidently ready to support all the
lady missionaries that the Churck is at pre-
sent prepared to employ in its Indis Mission.

All which is respectfully submitted by

WM. McLAREN, Convener.
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Iomen of the Rlission.

EASTERN SECTION.

ISS Awwnie L. BLACKADDER, has been em-
ployed as a missionary teacher for four
years, the greater part of the time

where she now is, in Mr. Morton's district,in
Trinidad, For the last three years, she has
been supported by the Women's Foreign
Missionary Society, of Halifax. Her reports
give evidence of her aptitude, diligence, and
perseverance in her work, and the mission-
aries attest her success. By latest letters
she was enjoying her holidays, which are not
very long, on the island of Gasparillo, about
12 miles from the Port of Spain, there being
no other white face than her own on the
lonely isle. The explanation is that her
strongth has been well nigh exhausted, and
her heslth desmanded complete change. We
hope to hear of improvement and recovery
of wonted tone and vigour. Query : will not
Miss Blackadder besoon cutitled to a summer
in Nova Scotia ?

Mrs. DonaLp Morrisox is the widow of the
lamented Rev. Donald Morrison, of Fate. For
some years she proved herself an helpmeet
to her husband in his arduous work. She
thea proved his faithful and tender nurse,
till he was taken from her, and buried in
Onyhunga, New Zealand, whither he bad gone
for change. Instead of returning to Nova
Scotia at the expense of the Church, Mrs.
Morrison preferred supporting hersslf and
her little boy by teaching, in which profession
she had proved herself successful before her
marriage. She remaimed near the resting
place of her husband, opened a school, which
proved a success, maintained herself, and
educated her boy. who is now studying Latin
and other branches in the Grammar School
of Auckland. For the lasteighteen months,
we hear with regret, she has not been able
to teach, her indisposition being the effect of
cold in connection with overwork in school.
Mrs. Morrison is entitled to a return passage
to Nova Scotia. Of this she was informed
years ago, and whether accepted during the
year or otherwise, her friends, and these are
all who have followed the history of the New
Eebrides Mission, will feel somewhat anxious
till they hear either from herself or her
sister, who has been with her for a year or
two, of her recovery.

Mgs. Dr. GEDDIE, as most of our people in
the Lower Provinces already know, has been
living since her husband's death in Victoria,
Australia, and chiefly in Melbourne ; and is
engaged in Christian work in the congrega-
tion of which she is a member. She has two
daughters, wives of missionaries in the New

Hebrides, Mrs. Neilson, lately on a visit to
her sister in Halifax, wife of Rev. Thomas
Neilson, of Tanns, and Mrs. MacDonald, wife
of Rev. D. MacDonald, of Efate. Her young-
est daughter lives with her, while her only
son is engaged abroad. Friends not unfre-
quently inquire, will Mrs. Geddie return to-
Nova Scotia? and the reply is that she has
not, so far, seen her way clear to make any
promise of raturn, for such reasons as the:
following : The greater part of her family are
much nearer to her where she is, and she is
persuaded that she can there be of much
greater use to the mission, in whichher heart
is engaged, chiefly through the mission fami-
lies in Tanna and Efate. She has always.
suffered from long sea voyages, and her-
health being delicate, and the Australian cli-
mate milder, and in her opinion more favour-
able to ner constitution, she regards the at-
tempt to cross the ocean, to revisit this He-
misphere as unwige in present circumstsnces.
Many of our people are deeply interested:
in Mrs. Geddie and Mrs. Morrison, as they
certainly ought to be, and for their satisfac-
tion especially, as well as for the information
of the Church generally, these facts and ex-
planations are presented.

P. G. McGREGOR.

Subbath Observinee,

Proressor GREGG, of Toronto, assuming
that the Sabbath is & Divine institution and
& perpetual obligation, and also that the first
instead of the seventh day of the week is
now to be observed as the day of weekly
rest, goes on to review some of the ways
in which our religious institutions are se-
cured by the observance of the Christian.
Sabbath. In the first place, the benefits it
conferred tended to promote domestic com-
fort and happiness, bodily health, and na-
tional prosperity, but not deeming these
benefits worthy of more than a passing men-
tion, he divided the important results to be
attained by the observance underiwo heads.
1st. The observance of the Christian Sabbath
constitutes a standing monumental evidence
of the truth of Christianity and of the re-
surrection of Christ. 2nd. Its observance is
useful as a means of sustaining Christian life..
In considering the first division of it was
taken for granted that it was well known
that an essential article in all religious
teaching was that Christ rose from the dead,
and the first day of the week was, therefore,
observed by the early Christians with refer-
ence to the resurrection. The evidence of
this fact is found mainly in the New Testa-
ment, and, following the example of the-
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early Christians, the practice has descended
to the modern worshippers. Theobservance
of the Sabbath as a means of sustaining
Christian life was then commented upon.
The chief result to the Christian was the re-
ception of spiritual blessings and in the
diffusion of religious literature. Its observance
deepens the conviction that itis a duty and
a privilege to sanctify the Sabbath by a holy
rest on that day, even from such employ-
ment as is lawful upon other days, and in
spending the whole time in the public and
private exercise of God’s worship, except so
much as may be taken up in works of ne-
cessily and mercy.
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Price: 25 cts. per annum, in Parcels to one
address. Single copies 60 cls. per annum.

PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.

Articles intended for insertion, must be sent to the
Office of Publication by the tenth of the month
at the latest.

REMITTANCES and all other matters of business to
be addressed to James Croin, 260 St. James
Street, Montreal.

Py
é \?EPORTS of the Proceedings of the Pres-
: byterian Council, held at Philadelphia,
are in cour=e of publication by the Presby-
terian Publication Co., 1510 Chesnut Street,
Phila, at the following prices. $1.00 in
paper cover (Essays and Debates in full).
$3.00 in cloth, with introductory narrative.
$3.00 in cloth, with introduction and ap-
pendix, complete. The last named is the
official volume, edited by a committee of the
Council. If any of our readers prefer to
send their orders, along with the money, to
us, we shall be happy to act for them. Itis
expected that the vohune will be ready about
ist Decewcber. It will be an exceedingly
valuable compilation.

ALL NEW SUBSCRIBERS TO THE PRESBYTERIAN
Recorp for 1881 will be entitled to receive
the numbers from October to December 1880,

free of charge—provided they make early
application. The circulation at present is
33,900. It ought to be, at the very lesst,
50,000. Parties who have received accounts
from us will oblige us very much by attend-
ing to the same at their earliest con\venience.

Litevature,

paper Directory is a handsome volume

of 1000 pages, containing a vast amount
of information respecting the literature of
America. It gives the number of newspapers
and periodicals published in the United
States, 9558 ; in the Dorninion of Canada
353, and in Newfoundland 11. It makes a
mistake in placing the circulation of the
Presbyterian Record “not exceeding 25,000.”

THE -PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICATION,
Philadelphia, have our thanks for three of
their newest books,— The Chinese Slave Girl,
by Rev. J. A. Davis, formerly of Amoy ; The
House that Jack buill, by Kate W. Hamilton ;
and, Eljjah, The favoured Man. a choice little
volume, by Robert M. Patterson.

Tue INDEPENDENT aND TrE Cunristia¥y UNion
—the two great organs of Congregationalism
in the United States—have both expressed
themselves in complimentary terms in re-
ference to the Presbyterian Council, and are
publishing & number of the essays in full.

-3
@EORGB P. RoweLL & Co’s American News-

MEETINGS QF PRESBYTERIES.

Lindsay, at Woodviile, 30th Nov., 11 a.m.
Lanark and Renfrew, at Carleton Place, 16th
November, 1 p.m.
Ottawa, Ottawa, 2nd November, 2 p.m.
Quebec, Quebec, 2nd November, 10 a.m.
Toronto, Torontc, 2nd November, 11 a.m.
Owen Sound, at Owen 8., 16 Nov., 1.30 p.m:
Maitland, at Lucknow, 21st Dec., 2 p.m.
Montreal, Montreal, 11th January, 11 a.m.
Manitoba, at Winnipeg, Sth Dec., 10 a.m.
Huron, at Clinton, 9th November, 10 a.m.
Barrie, at Barrie, 30th November, 11 a.m.
Kingston, at Belleville, 21st Dec., 10 2.m.
Guelph, at Guelph, 16th Nov., 10 a.m.
London, at London, 16th Nov., 7 p.m.
Bruce, at Teeswater, 21st Dec., 2 p.m.
Pictou, at New Glasgow, 2nd November.
8t John, at. 9th November.
Truro, at Truro, 9th November.
Poterboro, at Peterboro, 11 Jan. 1881,10 am.
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A Luge for the FHonng.
HE COULD NOT R_‘EACH THE BRAKE.

HERE is an old story of a California
stage-driver who dreamed of a journey
down the mountain side under perilous

conditions. In his dream, he started from
the top of the mountain, with a crack of his
whip and a shout to his horses, and the
stage rolled grandly along the gently declin-
ing road. Soon the descent became steep-
er, and the horses were dashing along on the
full gallop, but the driver, contident of his
power to check them when the necessity
should come, still cracked his whip and
urged them onward. The stage was now go-
ing at a fearful rate, and the passengers be-
came affrighted ; but the driver only grasped
his lines more firmly, and pulled steadily
upor them. At length he could no longer
disregard the dangerfrom the headlong speed
at which he was driving, and he reached
forward to place his foot upon the brake,
when he found that it was beyond his reach !
To loosen his hold upon the lines would be
to give up all control over his frightened
horses, and he made another and a more
determined effort to reach the brake, but
the brake was still beyond his reach. IFaster
and faster went the stage down the steep
road, and more apd more frantic became the
efforts of the driverto stop it; but the brake
was beyond his reach! Just below there
was asudden turn in the narrow road. Upon
onse side was the solid wall of the mountain
height ; upon the other a fearful precipice.
To pass that at the speed at which he was
going, would be to court instant death. Once
more the driver gathered all his energies to-
gether for one last frenzied effort to check
the speed of the flying stage, but alas! it was
of nouse! 1le could not reach the brake!

‘Who has not known men who were on the
down grade of intemperance, and who could
not reach the brake ?—whose destinies were
freighted with the lives of near and dear
friends, whom they were bearing down to
lives of misery and disgrace, but who could
notreach the brake !-who sawwealth, honour,
love, happiness, being left behind them in
thier flying descent, but who could not reach
the brake I—who saw before them the yawn
ing abyss of eternal death for themselves
and thier children, but still they could not
reach the brake!

Young men, who are driving joyously
along the gently declined road, is it not time
to stop and consider the dangers of that
fearful descent toward the abyss of intemper-
ance upon which yoa are but just entering ?

Is it not better to deny yourself a few
seeming pleasures, rather than encounter

destruction at the end of the way? Is it
not better to turn about while you can con-
trol your actions, and mount toward the
loftier heights of honour and renown, rather
than continue the descent toward disgrace
and eternal death?

NEAREST WAY TO HEAVEN

When Mr. Whitefield was preaching in New
England, a lady became the subject of Divine
grace, and her spirit was peculiarly drawn
out in prayer for others. She could per-
suade no one to pray with her but her little
daughter, about ten years of age. After a
time it pleased God to touch the heart of
the child and give her the hope of salvation.
In a transport of holy joy, she then ex-
claimed: “Oh, mother, if all the world knew
this! I wish I could tell everybody. Pray,
mother, let me run to some of the neighbours
and tell them, that they may be happy and
love my Saviour.”

“Ah, my child,” said the mother, ¢ that
would be useless, for I suppose that were
you to tell your experience, there is not one
within many miles who would not laugh at
you and say it was all a delusion.”

“Oh mother,” replied the little girl, I
think they would believe me. I must go
over to the shoemaker and tell him ; he will
believe me.”

She ran over and found him at work in his
shop. She began by telling him he must die,
and he was a sinper, and that she was a
sinner, but that her blessed Saviour had
heard her mother's prayers and had forgiven
all her sing, and that now she was so happy
she did not know how to tell it.

The shoemaker was struck with surprise,
and his tears flowed down like rain. He
threw aside his work, and by prayer and sup-
plication scught meicy and life. The neigh-
bourhood was awakened, and, within a few
months, more than fifty were brought to the
knowledge of Jesus, and rejoiced in His
power and grace.

IN EVERYTHING

In everything, remember not in one or
two, not in great things only, but in even
the smallest thing that tires and perplexes
you, “let your requests be made known unto
God.” Thisis our encouragement. We are
to come with expectation, praying for help.
We are to come also with “supplication,”
that is, with earnest prayer, prostrating our-
selves before the mercy throne. We are
to come with thanksgiving, also. We are to
remember how much we possess, although
there be so much that we want; how much
we are to bless God for, while there are so
many burdens which we beg Him to remove.
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class, St James Cb, Campbellton, N B. 20.00 ]"{olséom Ceveeiaieseitieinaes

lottotown. for Rov H Ro- Admaston, Barr's & Douglas 16.00 ﬁm‘ au-é: TR PO

bertson, Erromanga.......  8.00 Demorestvitle:  .....ooee . "3.00| Moore, Burns Ch .- ........
—— bcargoroi,h elvxllo Ch... 540 Per Rea. Dr McGregor,

$829.92 unass, sret eeessevans 4-(;0 alifax:—
— Rileyth Sab 86 30(’0 g:hxﬂggn, lxarmouﬁéh ....... .
[ERRRRER oboque, Yurmouth .......
Hoxr Missioss, North Derby 130 | St Mortic’ s, Faishold and B
Teeee . IVOT covececvassacscananas

ﬁgﬁg"‘lﬂggxed alroads. Watergown. St Androw's :lllnog gemhers Grant, &0
amcscgn Dartmouth Chathem, N B; St Andre sglm -;é'rfé‘i’.{’,‘r’ﬁh + dames Ch ..
'?rﬁwc? et Baillio, N B viees oenenen 3.09 | Now Bandon. .
oW BandoR.eceecrccacacaas KitloF-ceaceassees cessesseses  4.00] Dalkousio.......
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808 THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD.
Maple Green_ .. evevervesess  6.40 MrsJanoRutherford,dedle Barrie.

.... 3.88|_ BStewincke, N 8 infull.... 20.00 veve R
E““;‘;{“&"\,m,?r,pmkﬂem N§ 200, Robort Hiahér, Middio Stev Vst Shortend ... Jon 100 20-90
Mu‘&dle River, 0B ....... 8.67| iacke, NS.infull... .... 15.00 |\ B Harvey.s.co.r- 20025  5.00

3.713| W K MoHnﬂ‘ey. Windsor, N Ronfi

. 7.60 | S, lastinstolment..co...o..  25.00 A/retw.

Buotouohe ceeses «. crcenese 518 . ~=——|Jag Stewart........balon 76 25.00
i 865908041 Relleille.
_ $4467.69 Rov M W MoLean,..1on 200 .00
POINTE-AUX-TREMBLES SCHOOLS. Quern's COLLEGE ENDOWMENT. 1.0,0::: srereeesL R :
{a) BurLoisa Funo. Local Treasurers are requested to JBain. .. ... e
Adenonlodged toSth Sept... $620.00 * follow the made of etry adopted | W, B MoMurrich.
Rev R Campbell, Montreal 5.00| below. The lists will be made us ‘A'J Roberte
Mille Isles veaes  4.76| at Kingaton, on the lst of eack oberteon. ..
Per Rev G A Tanner month, F. C. IRELAXD, Treasurer | pioon,

.20 4b, Lon 10 means the firat inatal | 53 Boll.........1 & 200100 40.00

Gg gg rest. Montreal.
3975 | Already acknowledged. . .. $77,149.56 I) B Macpherson....1on100 40.C0

A Grante..e..-eesee 100100 40.00
49. 0‘)] Kingston. A Exéendl £0.00
35.50 1 D @ibson ......-. 20on100 20.00 antlie.
“om | WNI? fe ccor cuee bgl on (5)3 g 33 § Jomzt&
978.30 ! ee. RN on . -
{5) OzppiaBY Fusp. ¥ 'MW Stra - 30010 20.00{A T Drummond.... .3 on 500 0.0
" Niss Macdonald bal on100 50.00 W Darling -++ev-.- Son 500 100.
Acknowledged to 9th Sept .. $534.C8 | R M Rose .... .... 3on100 20.(0 hyprmpgnyd
Montreal Com. of Armnge- MreJ MeLennan.. 30n100 20.00  Total to 4th October.......$82274.5¢
ments, General Assembly. 2 00 | Dr Fowler. .. ... ‘balen100 56 00
Hochelaga Cross Misgions,5 S 10 €0 ; i CF Gildersleevo..bal on 100  60.00
Alex Jefirey, Montreal...... 00 ‘R'McCammon -.... 30on100 20.60 Wmows? axp OzpEaxs Foxp
John Younie, Alians Corners Fo]ge Bros..oeeees on 590 100.00 . . .
A D Ferrier, Fergus .. . 50 00 {MrsS p MeAulay <5 (0| Late in connection with the Churok
Asch Mo %b Rookwood..  80.00 ; Jas Wilson. 10.00 of Scotland.
» Vankleekhill..... 09 5 5
Vankleekhill 88,1 qr...... 12.50 | ?AH . lon 102 %aa 38 James Croily Montreal, Treas.
A Minister -...c...oeeall . B0, \loK Robertson.- 200100 25(0; Lynedoch ceveceeecceesersees  5.48
MrsW.Queboc..... ceeees 500 ' EChown -« eese- 300100 40 00! Soyimourec-es ceceecees veees 25.00
Friends, Burng, O.......... 6.00 | F MoRa. jo. - vas 300100 20.00 | AAORLS «orererrvrrrierress 2000
Moses Priest, Blue Mt, NS.  5.00 | MrsJ McKay,ir... 3on 10  20.00] Duntroon cceecrcesece ecceer  1.0%
R Sellar, Huntingdon, Que-.  4.00 ' Mrs Macdonnell.. balon109 50.60 | Warsaw..... 2.00
Valoartier Sab Sc. 2.£0 P R Henderson -..balon 500 2(0.0¢ | Gederich, add . 8.00
Carlton Place, Zion Ck S S . 5.20 J Richardson ....- 30n 590 100.00} « rchardville «eece-s.s 4.00
Acts 8 : 6 proceeds of gift. . 2004 g!rs Lawson. in full. b 4og.u Miami % Rxddall, Manitoba %;g
$9C5 5 G Robertson 8: Son -3on £00 40 fg gto &?r etla(t}']l? nﬂontreal eeee  80.00
— "W Nickle.- . bal on 500 $0).00 | Cushing, QUe ws« «eeeseeess  35-00
THROLOGICAL HanL Bumpmg Asr . A Friend..... veses. 20n50 10.00! New Richwmond, Que .. .... 15.C0
Prof Mowat ........30n 750 151.03 1 St Andrew's Ch. Perth..... . 12.90
Expowrrxst Fur, FARQuaAR Fob- Prof Watson .. .. 3on 50 100-00 Roy R Chambers ....o..... 2400
BEST & Co.,TrEASDRERS, 178 HoLLie Mrs D Clarke....., 300300 110 €0 ' St Androw's Ob, Soatboro.. 18 18
81, Havrrax, 1o Sepr. 30th, 1880 grof Da ués ceen Z:;Lonz&sgg 33 %xo [ ﬁ &ll:enddGOOdimh lg%
rinci rsn J4 on £00.00 N
Already acxnowledged . $55, 8’)9 54 Dr Str't)mge cesecenas ’Ng‘;tgv?ﬁ?u sltla 2.(8
Little Narrows Cong, C B .. 6.60 W Shannon-....... Rev John nio, Borbice 24 00
Benj Tupper, Brookfield, ¥S 1310 A Burnford .... . _ 1o Trenton, Ont..ceeeeeraverees  9.00
Middle River, Pictou Co,N S 19. 00 Carruthers Gunn&Co30n5000 10(0 09 GIENCOG ceverencscseanaess 400

ASSEMEILY MINUTES. i NOW READY.

Mivures for the several congregationshave | | _—
been sent to Presbytery Clerks. It is hoped Tue PSALTER axp HYMNAL,
that these will be distributed as soon as pos- i CaN
sible. Should the parcel not have reached | (Or tHE PrEsyvTERIAN Cuonon 1v CANaDa
the Cle&k ofil Plgesbgtesy, 1§may be we}l]l ttl) cor-! | CONTAINING
respond with Dr. Rei essions will please |
apply to their respective Presbytery Clerks The Psalms of David, Paraplrases, and

| Hymns in large fype, and Hymnal bound
for the cop! fex that should come 15 them. | in one handsome volume, 16mo, Cloth.
QUEEN'S UNTVERSITY AND COLLEGE.! Price, Seventy-five cents.
KINGSTON. l

The 4Cth ill be d in_the Faoul g .
Alrts cn tshrg gctis%gﬁ)‘er, ngap%!:; %1(]}5.1 nanghy otf %l?ho ! THE HYMNAL 3
) 3 3 ar containin s thirty- S
fugﬂg?ormatw;m:s tgnl%xumxnn.gmns?nﬂr;dnatmnl:g 16mo, Cloth: thirly flve cents.
Bsionco, Arts, Medicine, and Theology, Scholmhxpe Capg Morocco, seventy cents
Fees, &o., &c., also Examination papers for Session .
3879-81. Toay bo obtained onapplication to the Registrar, May be ordered through any Bookseller.
Reov. Prof. Mowat, Gananoqne.

July 13th, 1880, . MOWAT, Registrar. | JAMES CAMPBELL & SON, ToroxTo,



