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The lamented death of Mr. Greenshields
having taken place so near the day of pub-
lication, we feel that any formal notice of
his life and services would be most imper-
fect if written so hurriedly as it would
necessarily be if prepared for publication in
the present issue. Next month we trust to
have a biographical notice prepared.

=

(¢

the readers of the Presby-

MOST important subject |
has been brought before | flourishes, they are sad and meclancholy

necessary powers for dealing with, counse!-
ling, or it may be rebuking both ministers
and congregations, should such a step be-
come their duty ? Theoretically the powers
of Presbyteries are what they have always
been. Are they so practically? Is it not
the fact that members of Presbytery nut
only set at nought the rules of Presbytery,
but also neglect, not through ignorance but
designedly, the injunctions of Synod?
These questions are not mere rhetorical

truths which cannot be denied, but which

terian in a letter published in | are evident to every man who has watehed

last numwber. It is onc of
the utmost interest to all
members of the Church, and
to all her well wishers, and
deserves the most serious consideration that
can be given to it. The remedy to be
applicd must be sought for, and we trust
suggestions will be made by these whose
attention our remarks may call to the sub-
ject. The falling off and decay in congre-
gations is a most difficult question to deal
with, but it is one which must force itself
upon our Church Courts. The cvils re-
ferred to are not always to be laid at the
door of the clergyman, nor must they
always be attributed to the people.  Cases
have occurred in some of which theone and
in others the other was blameable. In every
case it is the duty of the Presbytery to en-
quire into the matter, ascertaiu thegricvan-
ces complained of, make a strict and search-
ing, altliough fricndly investigation, find out
how the alienation has arisen, and what
grounds of complaint axist. By so doing,
by mediating between the partics, and by
kindly offices before the coldress or mis-
understanding has acquired strength and
bitterness, those unfortunate divisions in
congregations which have done so much
harm in every Church would in almost all
cases be avoided.
But arc the Presbyteries in a position to
do this work? Have they retained the

the course of cvects.  Presbyterian in
name, many are falling into the worst evils
of independency, without obtaining any of
what arc considered to be its bencfits.
Presbyteries meet at stated times or by
special call, go through the business abso-
lutely necessary to be done, and separate
with no thought of devising measures for
the general good, or holding friendly con-
sultations as to the state of their respective
charges, or in any way inferfering, as it
would uno doubt be called, with one ancther.
Nor are systematic Presbyterial visitations
thought of. A great deal is said about thi«
or that posture as not being new, section
and cliuse for it produced from the Diree-
tory, and authority quoted for reading
prayers, and having mformal liturgics.
whatever that may mean, and for wearing
purple cloaks and frippery of that sort in
the pulpit, a place in which the man with
his outward trappings and parti-coloured
hoods should be put out of sight and only
God's messenger suffered to appear.  Bat
in Canada we need sorely to go back to the
old laws and study in them those which
command that Presbyterics shall take
spiritual oversight of the charges within
their bounds, not to tyrannize over them,
but towatchand tend them, tosec that the
flock arc cared for and nourished, to sec
that the pastor is not starving amidst the
abundance around him,
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Take the statisties of the Church as one
instance of the systematic disobedience to
the injunctions of Synod. For years the
urgent want of trustworthy information
regarding the Congregations of the Church
has been felt. Year after year, the Synod
called for them, the Convener and Com-
mittee worked hard to obtain them: letters
were written, circulars issued, every means
wade use of to procure the much needed
returns. In 1859, a most valuable report,
<o far as it went, was made of the statis.
tics of the Church for 1858. The arrange-

went of the columns was adwmirable, the
heads under which the iuformation was to
be classified were exceedingly well devised,
the returns received were dissected, and ,
collated, and divided and brought tdgether

in a very able and elaborate manner, and

were, after all the toil, thought and carc of

the Committee—as displayed by the im- |
mense sheet to Le found in the Minutes of

Synod for 1859—invaluable, that is, worth

nothing, for the simple reason that out of

102 schedules issued to Kirk Sessions, only |
61 were sent back to the Convener filled |
up! Since that date, no statistics have ,
been reccived. For cight years, we know ,
nothing as a Church of what we are doing. |
Is it at all probable that this disgraceful

state of affairs would have been allowed to :
existhad Presbyteries been doing their duty?
We do not believe it, and it is high time
to bestir ourselves, to call upon our Pres-
byteries to shake off the lethargy which
seems to have beset them, to

*« Awake, asise or be for ever f2ilen.”

Until there s a little more Presbyterian-
isin and a good deal less congregationalisin
in our Church; until the Church Courts
fecl more strongly the necessity for excercis-
ing proper supervision over the charges
within their bounds, and ministers and
Kirk Sessions feel more decply the obliga-
tion to obey the injunctions of Synod, there 4
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can be no true remedy found for the evil
complained of, and we may repeat the

.words of our correspondent with deep re-

gret: * Speak of the Church not prosper-
ing! it does not deserve to prosper, when
so little exertion is made to make it sue-
ceed. Had this Church been a branch of
any commercial house in Montrea), there
would long ere this have been a thorough
sifting of the causes which have kept it
back, and cffectual means taken to prevent
further :injury being done” That such
means may be taken, and that they may be
effectual to heighten the spiritual life within
our Church, without which all material
prosperity is but a delusion, is doubtless
the fervent prayer and wish of all her true
members and adherents.

It is understood that Professor Weir has
abandoned his appeal to the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council, and that the
long and expensive litigation arising out
of this suit against the Queen's College
Trustees isat an end. In the action for
libel brought against one of the Trustees,
and arising out of the sbove case, Professor
Weir was nonsuited, and has had to give
security for the costs.

The Synod of our Church holds its next

, meeting in Montreal. It isscarcely neces-

sary to recommeng to the members of our
Church bere the duty of hospitality to the
representatives who will be present.  That
is a virtue in which Montreal has never
been lacking. Arrangements will undoubt.
edly be made by a committee for that pur-
pose, to ascertain what provision may be
necessary for the number of members ex-
pected, and it would be well that this
should be done at as early a date as pos-
sible, so that when those from a distance
arrive they may at once be attended to.

Helos of onr @lnre).

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.—NISSION-
ARY MEETING3. -

The missionary mectings which the January
storm prevented the first appointed deputation
from the Presbyters of Montreal, and the agent
of the church from holding at Hemmingford,
Russeitown Flats and Nosth Georgetotwn, were
held on the 18th 19th and 20th of February. Ad-
dresses on the dutics of the church to missions
in geaeral, and particalariy 1o our Home Mis-

i ings were well atteaded.

sion schemes, were delivered by Messrs. Camp-
bell and Fraser, the only membters of the se-
cond deputation who were able 1o be present;
Mr. W_ M. Black be! : hindered by relative du-
tics from accompatn. ag the deputation ag ap-
pointed by the Preshyiery.

Considering ' :adness of the sleighing,
from the want o1 .ow, an uanlooked for cala-
mity in & Lower Canada February, the meet-
In Hemmingford
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and North Georgetown the churches were tol-
crably well filled ; but though the Russeltuwn
meeting was not so large, it must have repre-
sented the bone and sinew of the congregation,
for the collection was larger than that in Hemn-
mingford, being $10.20, whereas that in Hem-
mingford was only $9.50. The Georgetown
collection amounted to $15.80. The trip was
a pleasant one for the deputation, and we hope
it was both pleasant and profitable to the peo-
ple, and that it will bear fruit in increased at-
tachment to the church manifested in greater
liberality in supporting its operations.

Larrais.—Dr. Mathieson, Dr. Jenkins, and
Mr. Campbell, members of the Presbytery's
missionary committee, visited Laprairic on
Tuesday the 5th of March, and had an inter-
view with the congregation, the result of
which was that the congregation unanimously
resolved to call the Rev. John Burr, who has
lately been labouring among them, to be their
minister, and a petition to the Presbytery to
grant a moderation was largely signed.

Laprammix Mission.—The Rev. Mr. Barr re-
quests us to state that the total amount realized
at the Bazaar lately held was $331.82.

Kiepex, C.W.—Matters are proceeding very
satisfuctorily towards the erection in this place
of a church in conanection with the Church of
Scotland. The plan has been fixed upon, and
much of the building material has been drawn
to the site. With two or three exceptions, all
the inhabitants around have shewa an excellent
spirit, and have contributed cheerfully and
liberally, both 1n a pecuniary way, ard by the
transportation of material to the crection of the
edifice. Even Roman Catholics and members
of the Socicty of Fricnds have generously lent a
helping hand, and several of those who were
not asked have come forward, kindly proffering
their aid. Thoe church is to be bwilt of white
brick, with a stone foundation 4} feet in height.
The dimensions are 57 feet by 40, the side walls
being 25 feet high, with buttresses. The win-
dowsg are 2o be Qothic, ard the roof correspond-

ing.
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the church a flourishing Sabbath-school and
{llxblgtclass, conducted by Messrs. Blair and
Moodie.

CoxcerT AND BAzaaR AT L’OnriGyaL.—A very
pleasant affair came off at the Court House in
L'Orignal on the evening of Thursday the
17th January. The Court room had been kind-
1y tendered for the oceasion, and tastefully fit-
ted up by the ladics of the United Congregation
of L'Orignal and Hawkesbury, assisted by the
young gentlemen of the place. There wasa
fine display of British flags, and the room was
beautifully festooned with evergreens. The
object was to build an addition to the new
stone manse at L'Orignal, which was found to
be too small for the minister’s family, and it
proved to be a complete success. The ladies of
the United Congregation furnished coffee, tea,
and an abundance of good things for the occa-
sion. Wfter these had been bountifully enjoy-
cd, the audience were delighted with vocal and
instrumental music by the ladies and gentle-
men present. Then followed the sale of many
beautiful articles which had been generously
contributed by the ladies of L'Orignal and
Hawkesbury, aad by their friends in Montreal
and Quebec. We were happy to notice in the
assembly, persons from the several branches of
the Christian Church. Protestant as well as
Catholic. The Hon. John Hamilton, wife and
family were present, also the Rev. J. Gilbert
Armstrong, M.A., and lady, and some other
members of their church. The Rev. Mr. Bur-
nette, M. Lauler, and several other members of
the Roman Catholic Church, as wel! as several
from the Methodist and other churches. The
room i3 large and was filled to overflowing, as
many persons from a distance attended on the
occasion. The net procceds of the evening
were S5156.15, also S75 the proceeds of a
concert that came off at L'Orignal during the
last summer, which was contributed to by the
ladies of the United Congregation of L'Orignal
and Hawkesbury ; and the balance to make
$300, has been contributed by members of the
Congregation here, and the addition to the
building has bren nearly completed, acd hes

There i3 o be a vestry attached, and | peen fully paid up as far as it bas advanced,

there are also to be beifry and bell, which will | apd the money for its completion provided.

be a novel feature in church-building in the
rural districts of the West, and will remind
many of the people of their happy experience
in the mother country. Accommodation is
to be provided in the arcn of the church for
400 persons, and provision is to be made for
the crection of & gallery in the event of it
being required.  Altogether, the stracture will
be onc worthy of the Church of Scotland, of
the intelligence and wealth of the inhabitants,
and of the advanced state of tht surrounding
district, whosc beautiful houses and highly cul-
tivated ficlds suggest an age of two hundred
years,instead of ouly thirty. The school-housein
which worship is at present performed, is much
200 small for the congregation. Though it is
most inconvenicntly crowded, and every inch
of sitting and standing roomis occupicd, several
canaot obtain admission It is therefore pro-
poseé to worship during the summer mounths
cither in the neighbouriog grove, or in Mr.

To complete the neat rural manse, the minister,
the Rev. Mr. Ferguson, has generously contri-
buted $67 for papering and other repairs.

e are happy to notice that during the past

| year the large stone church at L'Origual has

|
!
!
!
!
}
!
|
!
i
I
!

been shingled anew, and the windows and
frames repainted. This edifice was crected in
1832.

The audience scparated early in the evening,
highly pleased with the social gathering they
had witnessed. On the following day the la-
dics of the Congregation of Hawkesbury and
L'Urignal replenished liberally the remaiaing
supplics, and the Sunday School childrea of
both Congregations were kindly invited to &
substantial repast, which they will long remem-
ber with d-light.

Duspee —A Soiree was held in the Chorch
of Dund.c, in January. It was numecrously
attended, not only by the menbers of the Con-

Cooper’s barn. There is in conneclion with | gregation but also by the inhabitants of Fort
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Coviogton in the United States, from which
vlace the Jhurch is distant only a few miles.
It is gratifying to see in such instances of
kindly international courtesies, in a locality so
lately the scene of Fenian conspiracies, the
peaceable fruits of righteousness thus manifes-
ted. Financially, the Soiree was alsosuccessful,
the proceeds amounting to $137 41. In addi-
tion to thig, the occacionwas further ¢ improv-
cd ” by the presentation to the worthy minister
of o purse containing $80. It is needless to
say that the ladies had much to do with all
this; the success, indced, attending it was en-
tirely due to their efforts.

We learn also that steps are being taken for
the erection of a handsome stone church ; we
wish them all success in their laudable under-
taking.

PresextaTion.—Wehave the pleasere of chro-
picling an event of a most interesting and
agreeable character, witnessed at Levis, and
which testifies eloguently to the pleasant and
friendly relations cxisting between the amiabie
recipient of the testimonial, her husband, the
Rev. Mr. Anderson, Pastor of St. Andrew’s
Church, and the congregation under his charge.

An address was presented to Mrs. Duncan
Aunderson, requesting lier acceptance of a service
of plate and purseof money asn token of esteem
and as an acknowledgment of the services she
had rendered the St. Andrew’s Church of Point
Levi, in organizing and leading the singing
portion of Divine Service for many years
past.

To this & feeling reply was returned, of
which the following is an extract.

Twelve years ago, we came as strangers
amongst a community composed of but a few
scattered families; there was neither church
nor manse then erected, and we owed to indi-
vidual liberality the privilege of meeting in a
small upper chamber.  We feel justly proud to
point 10 the change. Our church property is
all but free of debt ; we meet here this evening
in a comfortable and commodious dwelling;
our congregation has been, it may be slowly,
yet steadily increasing, and this, permit us to
remind you, is not the first occasion, when we
have had cvery reason to feel, that one of the
greatest clements of success amongst us, in all
our cfforts, has beena spirit of mutual forbear-
ance and the general desire to promote peace and
good fellowship., Nor can we but bear in mind
also, that that change is associated with some
traces of pain; some, who bad nobly aided in
the formation of this congragation, have passed
away from amongst us; we miss many & once
familiar face, worldly interests have scattered
some ; some the hand of death has removed;
yet we mark, in more youthful faces, many a
trace of those who have gone, and we have every
assurance, nat the children will continue to
guard and fosler what their fathers made no
little cffort and sacrifice to secure.

This piate we shall preserve as an heir-loom
worthy of bring handed down to our children's
children, whle our gratitude for the gilt, we
shall strive 0 prove, by a decper devotion to
every duty.

Jass AxpEnsos.

Munse, Levis, 4th Feb., 1867,
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PreseNTaTION AT Cuatnaw, C.E.—On the
evening of the 15th February last, the Rev.
Donald Ross and Mrs, Ress were invited to
take tea with a ncighbour, and ns soon as they
had left their house it was taken possession of,
and sleigh after sleigh began to arrive convey-
ing representatives of families from far and
near, aud cach bringing some token of tho
esteem in which the worthy pastor is held. As
fast as the various articles were brought in
they were labelled and stowed away by the
committee of internal arrangements, and soon
the manse presented a Strange appearance.
Beside the stable stood & double load of hay,
near by were piled cords of wood sawed and
split ready for use, in the store-room were
heaped up in bags forty bushels of oats, eleven
bushels of poiatoes, a supply of flour, corn,
beef, pork, fowls, &c. The parlour, howerver,
was specially interesting, tables were placed
Iaden with a complete assortment of groceries
and otber requisites for house-keepers, such as
sheets, towels, pitlows, pillow-cases, spoons,
&c, while on lines stretched across the room
were I ng the work of mnany loving hands, the
whole forming an assortment and collection
which might well gladden the hearts of those
for whom they were intended. In the dining-
room, & long table was laid, bountifully sup-
plied with all the requisites for a good supper.

Assoon as everything was in readiness, a
messenger was sent to solicit the immediate
presence of the ursuspecting tenants, whose
astonishment at seeing their house lighted up
throughout and filled with occupants, can
better be imagined than described.  They were
received and ushered in with all due ceremony,
and when the first emotions of surprise were
over, Mr. L. Cushing, on behalf of the members
of the Church and Congregation, in a brief but
kind and hearty address, begged their accept-
ance of a small purse of S14, and these accom-
panying gifts. Mr. Ross’ reply was also brief,
and the remainder of the evening was spent in
an excecdingly pleasant and happy wmanner.

\ir. Ross has been but & very short time over
his charge, and the above pleasing incident
conveys a most favourable impression of the
estecem which he and his good wife enjoys
among the people.

PassextaTios.~Tht Presbyterian congrega-
tion, Hemmingford, in connection with the
Church of Scotland, bield a social meeting ia
the manse on the cvening of March 12th; and
after a sumptuous entertainment, provided by
the ladies, Mr. Julius Secriver, in their name,
presented Mrs, Patterson with a purse contain-
ing 555, as a token of their affection and esteem.
Mr. Patterson made a suitable ack owledgment,
humorously remarking that he was happy to
find his own sentiments so fully apd liberally
cndorsed. The whole cvening was pleasantly
and profitably spent ; such meetings being well
fitted not only to ccment the union between
pastor and people, but also to attach the mem-
bers of congregations to each other. Alrs.
Julius Scriver and Miss Verity received & spe-
cial vote of thanks for the prominent part taken
by them in connection with this meeting.

The Hemmingford congregation has shewn
considerable actisity during the past few years.
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In addition to pewing the gallery and repairing
the church, a commodious brick manse has been
erected and paid for by congregational sub-
scriptions. In the summer of 1865, by a very
successful soiree, the manse was beautifully
painted and papered, Last summer, by a special
subscription, a verandah was built and sbades
erectec.

This congregation at present occupies the
honourable position of being free from debt,
either to their minister or 6o their church pro-

perty.

Coxcenr at Dorcmester.—A concert of
gacred music, for the benefit of the manse fund
of the Church, was given in Omange Ifali,
Dreany’s Corners. Mr. R. Dreany, Warden of
the Couanty, occupied the chair. The choir from
London, under the leadership of Mr. Wright,
rendered a number of choice anthems; Miss
Cooper ably presided at the melodeon ; and the
singing by Miss Dimmock, Miss Morgan, and
Miss Cooper, elicited great applause.

At the close of the cntertainment & vote of
thanks was cordially tendered to the choir and
jadies, for their valuable services. Mr. Wright
responded on their behalf inappropriate terms,
expresaive of the pleasure it afforded to himself
and those accompanying him to contribute to
the enjoyment of those present, and cspecially
to agsist the ladies of Mr. Gordon’s congrega-
tion in their praiseworthy cfforts to advance the
interests of the church.

A vote of thanks was then given to the War-
den for his efficient services in the chair; after
which “ God save the Queen ™ was sung, and
the audience, which was large, dispersed,
apparently greatly delighted with the evening’s
entertainment.

Died at Finch, on the 15th February, the
Rev. Donald Monro, late Minister of Finch,
aged 78,

Ar. Monro was a native of the Parish of Kil-
michacl, Glassary, Argyleshire, and received the

rudiments of his education at the neighbouring !

parish school of Kilmartin. At the carly age
of 14, he cntered the University of Glasgow.
Part of his colleginte course he also passed at
Edinburgh, where he studied medicire, and was
on the cve of obtaining a Diploma, when he
was induced, chiefly, we believe, by his father, )
to devote his attention to the study of Theo-
logy, with the view of cntering upon the office
of the Holy Ministry. In due time, be was
licensed as & Preacher of the Gospel, and for
years thercafter; exercised his gifis in various
plrces.

1o 1849, when there was a loud call from
the Clurch here for Missionarices, especially
for those baviog a knowledge of the Gaelic
language, Mr. Monro came to Canada as a
Missionary of the Colonial Committee of the
Church of Scotiand, and as such laboured for
eighteen months in the Presbytery of Glengary.
Towards the cnd of 1830, he accepted a call
from the Congregation of Fiuch in that Pres-
bytery, where he ministered till 1864, when,
owing to his advanced years, he received the
permission of Synod to retire, on his commuta-
tion annuity, from the active dutics of his office. |
In the same year, lic sustained a severe bereave- |
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ment in the death of his wife—Mary Julian
Campbell, (daughter of deceased John Camp-
bell, Esq., Prospect, Argyleshire,) to whom he
was deeply attached, and whe, for the long
period of thirty-eight years bad beer the sharer
of Lis joys and sorrows. He bad lot g cherish-
ed the hope of once more seeing his vative land
—thatland he loved so well—and of being
buried with his fathers, but it was otherwise
decreed. Prostrated after the death of bis
\vxfc.by paralysis, hi3 robust constitution gave
unuistakable signs of decay, and at length,
after considerable suffering, he calmly fell
asleep.  Our trust is that his spirit is now with
those of the blessed in the better land.

Mr. Moaro was a large-hearted kindly man,
ever inclined 1o the side of mercy, and whom
to know was to love. It was said from the
pulpit, on the occasion of his funcral, that he
has oot left an enemy——a statement which his
friends can well believe, for he was a man of
peace, as became bim as & Minister of the Gos-
pel of Peace, and a servant of the Prince of
Peace. Asa preacher, Mr. Monro’s manner and
delivery were by nomeauns equal 10 his matter—
his Discourses both in Gaclic and Engtlish being
carefully prepared and beautifully expressed.
His classical attainments were of no mean
vrder, while as a Gaelic scholar, be had. we
believe, few equals, Though not perbaps
known to fame as a poet, yet he was regarded
as such by many of his countrymen and others.
A volume of Gaelic poems, publisked by him,
has been bighly extolicd by those well qualified
to judge of the merits of such a work. e also
composed some very touching verses on the
death of his wife, and these he took pleasure
in reciting, and also in singing to his friends.
And what a beautiful picture this communing
of the old man with his buried wife, recalling
the beautiful lines of an old English Divine, in
like case!

Sleep on, my love, in thy cold bed
Never to be disguicted?

Stay for me there, I will not fail
To mncet thee in that hallowed vale,
Aund think not tnuch of my delay,
1 am already on the way.

The remainos of the deceased now lie side by
side with those of his wife, whosc love for whom
triumphed even over death. The funeral was
largely attended, the services baving been con-
ducted by his successor in the Ministry in
Finch, and by a near clerical neighbour and
former co-presbyter.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

Qpsgrvatory LErcttres.—Two annual lee-
turcs on Astronomy required by the deed of
the Obscervatory to the College, were delivered
in the City Jall, Kingston, onc by the Dircctor,
Rev. Professor Williamson, LL.D,, on the Sth,
and the other by the Observer, Mr. Nathaa F.
Dupuis, B.A., on the 14th ult. The subjects
were respectively The rolation of the carth on
its axis, and The umcersal lac of gracilalion.
Both lectures were illustrated by isteresting
and convincing esperiments, and were of a
highly instructive character.

DoxaTioxs To ThE LiBrary.—The govern-
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ment three vols., and one vol. from each of the
following parties : the Geological Society of
Canada,John Creighton, Esq., Kingston; Messrs.
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; Rev, H. Gill, D.D.,
London.

PiiLosornicat SOCIETY.~—A meeting was held
in the Senate Roomn of Queen's University on
Suturday afternoon for the purpose of establish-
ing a literary and scientific society in King-
aston. A previous meeting had been held at
which a committee was appointed to drafta
constitution and invite gentlemen likely to join
the society to attend. In accordance with a
call by circular a pumber of gentlemen met
together on Saturday afternoon, among them
Prof. Murray, Prof. Bell, Mr. Robert Rogers,
Mr 8. Wood, Mr. Riddell, Mr. Bawden, Mr. Du-
puis, Mr. Walkem. and others. Mr Rogers was
in the chair; Prof. Murray acted as Secretury.
A constitution was submitted and adopted with
amendments. The society takes the name of
Philosophical Society of Kingston, and has for
its object the discussion of literary anad scientific
subjects, the intention being to make its basis as
broad as possible. Theofficers, to be elected an-
nually, are & President, Vice president a Secre-
tary and & Treasurer. These four officers to form
a committee for arranging business. Thesociety
is to hold meetings every alternate Friday, at
which one or more papers will be read and dis-
cussion thereon held. The terms of mewmber-
ship are by clection and enirance fee. After
the adoption of the constitution and by-laws,
thie meeting proceeded to the clection of officers
for the current year. The following were clec-
ted unanimously :~President : The verv Rev.
Principal Soodgrass, D.D.; Vice President:
Judge Draper ; Sceretary: Prof. Murray ; Trea-
surer : Dr. Neish. At the next meetiag it is
deemed probable that Principal Snodgrass will
deliver an inaugural address.

Youxe Mex’s Cunistiax AssociazioyN at Kixe-
stoN.—The Annual Festival of the Young
Men’s Christian Associafion of St. Andrew's
Church, which was held last month in
the City Hall, was a success in every respect,
the atteadance being fully as great as the Com-
mittee bad anticipated, and quite as large as
that at any previous anniversary. The ad-
dresses and the musical portion of the enter-
tainment were, in fact, far ahead of last year.

The Rev. Wm. ). Inglis occupied the chair,
and around on the platform were seated the
Rev. Principal Snodgrass, Prof. Bell, Rev. Prof.
Murray, Rev. Prof. McKerras, and Rev. Prof.
Mowat, of Queen's University, and the Revds.
A. Watker (of Belleville) A Wilson, Wm, Bell
(Pittsburg), P. Gray, Geo. Porteous and K. M.
Fenwick. The refreshments were of the usual
kind, light and palatable, and in gnod supply.
Prof. McKerras was the first speaker. His ad-
dress was excellent, well studied and carefully
delivered. The subject was, howerver, an easy
one—the all-absorbing topic of Confederation
and the future prospects of British North Ame-
rica. The speaker was frequently applauded.
The next address, by the Rev. Principal Snod-
grass, dealt more on spiritual things, his words
being chiefly an exhortation to the young men
to study God and become usefui members of
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the Church. The greatest attention was paid
to the address while under delivery, and it did
not fail of its effect. The address of the Rer.
Mr. Fenwick was alike ingeresting, and he also
was listened to with marked attention. The
Res. Mr. Walker was particularly happy in his
address, though truly serious at times, and
drew forth very many loud bursts of applause.

Tbe Choir added very greatly to the caojoy-
ment of the evening, and the duetts, glees and
choruses were sung with a taste and skill that
was universally admired. Indeed the singing
was a special enjoyment for which the audience
were particularly indebted. Before the close
of the evening Mr. Samuel Woods conveyed
the thanks of the Association to the ladies for
their assistance in providing the refreshments,
to the speakers and to the choir. The Associa-
tion have every reason to congratulate them-
selvfs on the success of their third annual Fes-
tival.

e e —— —

THE LATE REV. DONALD MACDONALD,
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

# Tue MiNisTer 15 pEaAD.” These words of
| solemn import have, within the last few days,
| been whispered in hundreds of families through-
out Prince Edward Island ; and thousands of
our people are mourning the death of one whom
they loved with more than ordinary devotion.
The Rev. Donald MacDonald, one of the most
remarkable men of bis time, died at Southport,
near Charlotictown, on Thursday last, at
the ripe age of cighty-five years. Mr. Mac-
Donald received a University education, and,
after filling the situation of tutor, in the family
of a Highland chicflain, became a minister of
the Church of Scotland. He came to this
island nearly forty years ago, and sometime
after was kuown as a minister practically un-
attached to any church. He visited most of
the sctilements in the Island, undergoing
many hardships. His preaching proved ac-
ceptable to many, especially to his country-
men. He founded Churches,to which, at regu-
Iar intervals. he ministered. His followers in-
ereased rapidly, and soon, wherever he preach-
¢d, he was listened to by large congregations-
frequently composed of Ais peaple, from distant
parts of the country. When the writer first
heard him preach, which was cither in 1820
or 1830, Mr. MacDoncld and his followers
were the objects of popular ridicule.  The min-
ister believed that he was doing his duty as be-
came a messenger of the Gospel which Jesus
preached, and he disregarded all scoffers, and
persevered, sceking counsel of no man. The
little bands of faithful adherents which, during
the first years of his ministry, were found scat-
tered over the island, became, in several places,
large congregations, worshipping in cdifices
among the most imposiag in the colony. Dur-
ing the later years of the minister’s life, his ad-
herents were numbered by thousands, and he
was everywhere treated withrespeet.  He lived
smong bis people, sharing their joys and sor-
rows, preaching to them in Gelic or English,
and during the nearly forty years of his wiuis-
try, he performed an amount of Iabour which
would have killed any man, not possesscd of
indomitable enmergy and an iron constitu °
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To do his duty, to promote the good of his fol-
lowers, was the sole object of a life extended
to a period rarely reached by man. He coveted
no man's silver or gold. Food and raiment,
and small sums of money to expend in acts of
benevolence, of which little children were often
the recipients, constituted his salary. He hag
gonc to the grave, but will ever live in the
hearts of the thousands for whom ke so long
and 80 faithfully luboured ; and, when most of
his contemporaries shall be forgotten, it is pro-
bable that tradition will long preserve the
memory of Minister MacDonald.

His remains, on Monday last, were fol-
lowed from Southport to the place of inter-
ment at Orwell, a distance of upwards of six-
teen miles, by a line of sleighs extending over
a mile. The scenc at the grave is represented
asmost affecting—hundreds of men and women
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shedding tears as they took tlie last farewell of
the mortal remaing of him whom they had ro-
garded as o father and a friend. Abouttwelve
Churches and five thousand adlerents are, by
Mr. MacDonald's death, deprived of a pastor.
It js said that it was the minister's wish that
they should remain attached to the Church of
Scotland.— The Islunder, Charlotielown,

The Rev. Mr. Bell, Pittsburgh, Secretary of
the Juvenile Mission and India Orphanage
Scheme, requests that, from this date until hig
return from Europe, all correspondence and
other communications relating to the Scheme
be addressed to the Treasurer, John Paton,
Esq., Kingston, who will afford all information
in his power.

@orrespondence.

WHAT IS A QUORUM OF PRESBYTERY?

IR,—Will you allow me
space in your columns for
a few lines, intended to

tirow light on 2 matter which
has :ecently been discussed in
your paper, viz :—what number
of members constitutes a Quo-
rumo Presbytery ?
] I have lately had a letter from
the Principal Clerk of the General Assembly of
the Church of Scotland, who is also the suthor
of one of our two leading text-books on Ecclesi-
astical law, in reply to one which I addressed to
him, stating certain disputed points on which [
desired guthoritulwve information. The follow-
ing extract bears on the subject of a Presby-
terial Quorum:

“1 do not know that it has been formally
declared, but the General Assembly bas acted
on the principle that three Ministers constitute
the quorum of a Presbytery. In 1834, the
parish of Northmarvine was separated from the
Presbytery of Burravoe, in the Synod of Shet-
land, and joined to Olnalirth; and in conse-
quence the Presbytery of Burravoc consists of
only threeministers. The resolution, after mak-
ing the separation, goes on: ¢and in the event
of a vacancy in one ot other of the parishes of
the Presbytery of Burravoe, or of incapacity of
one or other of the Ministers of said Presbytery,
appoint the Minister of Northmavine an assessor
of said Presbytery for the time, declaring that
be shall, during the existence of such vacancy
or incapacity, be cotitled aud bound to atiend
-meetings of said Presbytery, and to act there-

at’! The absence of any reference in this
resolution to Elders (of whom there might, of
course, in such circun«tances hav. been three,
all members of Presbytery) implies that the
Assembly considered three Ministers as neces-
sary to make a quorum ; and there is an obvious
reason for this, as Elders cannot take part in
the act of ordination.”

Having turned to the acts and proccedings
of the General Assembly, 1854, I find the fol-
lowing to be the full text of the resolution
referred to by Dr. Cook.

¢ That the General Assembly having heard
read the petition from the Synod of Shetland,
and dcliberated thereon, in respect of the very
special circumstances of the case, resolve to
disjoin the parish of Northmavine from the
Presbytery of Burravoe, and to unite said parish
to the Presbytery of Olnafirth ; declare that the
Presbytery of Vinafirth shall henceforth con-
sist of the parishes of Walls, Aithsting, Nest-
ing, Delting, and Northmavin¢, with seat at
Olnafirth; and that the Presbytery of Burravoe
shall henceforth consist of the parishes of Unst,
Mid Yeli, and Fetlar, with seat at Cullivoe in
North Yell; and in the event of & vacancy in
one or other of the parishes of the Presbytery
of Burravoe, or of incapacity of one or other of
tte Ministers of said Presbytery, appoint the
Minister of Ncrthmavine an assessor of said
Presbytery for the time, declaring that he shall,
during the existence of such vacaocy or in-
capacity, be entiticd and bound to attend meet-
ings of said Presbytery, and to act thereat;
appoint the books and records of the Presby-
tery of Burravoe, as prescatly constituted, to
pass to aad become the books and records of
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the Precbytery of Burravoe, as hercby consti-
tated ; appoiat the said Presbytery of Burruvoe,
as hereby constituted to meet at Cullivoe on the
third Wedunesday of July next, and the Presby-
tery of Olnafirth, as hereby constituted, to meet
at Olnafirth on the fourth Wednesday of July
nest: and enact accordingly.”

From the foregoing resolution of the General
Assembly we may deduce the following, as
legitimate corollaries :

1. If our Synod, at their last mceting in
Toronto, were strict in dealing with certain
Presbyteries, because these proceeded to impor-
tant business without baving & quorum—two
Ministers and one Elder being believed sufficient
to constitute such quoram ; wmuck more strict,
would the General Assembly have been insuch
a case, inasmuch as they insist on the attend-
ance of at least three Ministers, irrespective of
Elders, at ameeting of Presbytery, as necessary
“o constitute a quorum.

2. The attendance of three Ministers is
requisite not merely at a mecting of Presbytery
held for 1he purpose of an ordination or induc-
tion, but also at one for the dispatch of ordinary
business ; inasmuch as the Minister of North-
marvige % was entitled and bound” to act as
assessor of the Presbytery of Burravoe not only
in the case of a vacancy in one or other of the
parisues thereof, when steps leading to and
terminating in an induction would thus become
necessary to fill such vacancy; bat also in the
event of the incapacity of any of the Ministers
, of said Presbytery, when an induction was not
likely to be, at least might not be among the
contemplated items of business.

3. That the Synod, as the Supreme Court of
our Church, have full power to appoint one or
more of the members of auy of the Presbyteries
under their jurisdiction an assessor or assessors
of an adjoining Presbytery to aid in the des-
patch of tusiness:—a power, on the constitu-
tionality of which doubts were thrown by some
members of Synod a few years ago, when Dr.
Barelay, and Mr. Bain, and mysclf, with two
Elders, were appointed to act as assessors of
the Presbytery of Hamilton.

I am,
Yours &ec.
J. H. MaCKERRAS.

Qucen’s College, Kingston, 5th March, 1867.

MINISTERIAL INFLUENCE.
Editor of Presbyterian,

Sir,—A sincere desire to promote the interest
of the Church,and extend her influence, prompts
me to submit a few remarks on what I consider
tho chief cause of the apatbetic indifference
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that prevails amongst the members of her com-
munion. This apathy arises in a great measure
from the lack of association of the minister
with his flock, I allude to the infrequency of
Pastoral visits. It is this part of the Ministerial
work which best shews the nature and extent
of the minister's cailing. Most ministers must
be painfully aware how many in their congre-
gations take in but a very faint notion of the
matter of their public teaching. By visiting
them in private, opportunity is nfforded for
ascertaining how limited is their knowledge
and capacity. In private the minister brings to
bear upon them the influence of affection and
character, comes down as it were to their appre-
hension, learns their own language, and finds a
way to touch their consciences. Again, there
are many who come not to the house of God at
all, or come only seldom, and these should be
sought out. Old age, sickness and infirmity
necessarily keep some at bome, but indolence
keeps many more. and all such should be visit-
cd. And here let me say that, by pastoral
visiting I do not mean, nur do I think it would
be at all times advisable, that the ininister
should enter upon formal devotional cxercises
on every occasion that he may deem it requisite
to call upon a member of his congregation,
and although it may often scem to him a mere
waste of time, listening to their worldly affairs
or their stories, yet hours spent in cementing
affection are not wasted. And when the visit
is free and natural, leaving the people at case,
and encouraging them to speak as they feel., its
purpose is better answered. Were this duty
more frequently attended to by many of the
ministers of our church, it would be found that
their services would be estimated by their con-
gregations at a higher value than they often are,
and instead of having to deplore the apathy of
the people in not attending church, tuey would
in many cases have at least congregations
respectable in numbers, and atteative in hear-
ing, and without doubt, their own position rea-
dered more comfortable and pleasant.
1 am, sir,
Respectfully yours,

A PRESBYTERIAN.
11th March, 1867.

ELDERSHIP.

To the Editor of the Presbylerian.

By inserting the following queries in the next
number, you will oblige a Layman.

1. How should eclders to compose the Kirk
Session be appointed ?
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2. When the Kirk Session is constituted how
should the ruling or representative elder be ap-
pcinlcd ?

3. When appointed what are bis duties?
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4. What are the duties of all the elders that
compose the session?

5. What is the elders’ position in relatior
to the minister when assembled in session.

Hotices and Debielos.

——

RerorTs oF THE GEOLOGICAL SURVEY fossil discoveries in this limestone, supposed

FRoOM 1862 To 1S66. _

The report of the progress of the geologi- |
cal survey from 1863 to 1866 is just issued '
from the Queen’s Printing Office. Itisa
volume of 321 pages, and contains a great .
deal of interesting matter. Sir W. Logan’s
report extends over 37 pages, in which he -
reviews the labqurs of the officers of the
survey. No reference is made to the large
geological map of the Provinee in course of |
preparation. Mr. James Richardson presents
a report on the area of the country between
Lake Champlain and the (haudiére river.

Barlow has compiled a map on a scale of
four miles to an inch, which is being en-
graved in London. The subdivision of lots
and concessions will be shown on it.
report of Dr Hunt and Mr A. Michel on
the Chaudi¢re gold regions were laid before
the Parliament last session, and are repub-
lished now. Mr. MacFarlanc's report on
the cconomic minerals of North Hastings
had likewise been previously published. A

- vania and Kentucky.

The -

to contain no organic remains. Dr. Hunt
also contributes a paper on petroleum in
Western Canada, which will be read with
interest by oil men. A comparison is made
geologically with the oil regions of Penosyl-
He has exawined
into the character of the borings at nume-
rous wells in our oil region, and holds ..

: the opinion that the region where the

Hamilton shale overlies the coniferous for-
mation, is the most likely to produce oil.
There is reference likewise to the anticlinals
of the oil region. Dr. Hunt examined the

To represent its features in detail, Mr. salt and brine of Western Canada; analysed

the brine of the Goderich well, and the salt
and mincral watersin varions parts of Cana
da. He also gives an article on peat as fucl
and for iron working. Intheappendixof the
volume is a list by Mr. Richardson of all
the lots of Iand on which copper ores have
been met with in the Quebee group of rocks.

- The lots, concesaions and townships are
" given. :

report of Mr. MacFarlane on Lake Supe- |
rior is published. He examined the cast -

shore of Lake Superior to ascertain the
line of division of the Laurentian and Huro-
nian rocks. e visited the iron mines at
Batchewaning and Michipicoten Iarbour,
and thecopper mines of Michipicoten Island
and Batchewaning Bay. Prof. Bell. of
Queen’s College, Kingston, presents an in-
teresting report on the Manitoulin Islands,
which is mest interesting. entering into sail.
climate and productions, as well as geolozi-
cal deseription.  The climate is said to
resembie Western Canada, near Toronto :
only some parts of the Island arc fit for
cultivation. The tmber is nnt of much
walue for lumbering purpases, although in
great variety. Dr. Hunt precentsa lengthy
report on the geolozy and mincralegy of
the Laurentian limestones.  Ina scicntific
and coenomic poiat of view, it is most in-
teresting.  There is reference alse to the

Tur Cavapiaxy Frriz Critrrist. By
James Dougail, Windsor, C.W. Mon-
treal : John Dougall & Son, 1867.

The contents of this little work were first
published in the form of letters, which are
now collected in pamphict form. They
were meant to suppiy the want of a practi-
cal work on the subject of fruit culture, as
these published were for the mest part too
bulky and cxpensive, and very many of
them scientific to sach a degree as to ren-
der them almost unintelligible to the class
of readers, to whom, under general circum-
stances, they should be mast useful.  The
present work is written in a plain, practical
style. and shiould command a large circula-
tion. :

We are roquested to state that copics of
the Church Service Society's tract, “ On
Public PPrayer and Wership,” may be had
at the book store of Mr. Adams, 61 King
Strect (East), Teronta,
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@he @hueches and fheir Missions.

——

Grasgow Saszati Scroow AssociaTion.— |

The twentieth annual meeting and soiree of the
Glasgow Sabbath School Association in con-
nection witk the Church of Scotland took place
on the 6th March in the City Hall. The chair
was vecupied by Bailiec Wm. Taylor, president
of the association, who was supported on the
platform by the Rev. Dr Craik ; Rev. Dr Cum-
wing (London), Rev. Dr Jamicson; the Rev.
Messrs Brown (S8t Enoch’s), Burns (Cathedral),
Stepben (Renfrew), Stewart (Paisleyy, Miller
(St Stephen’s)y,  Monteath (Hutchesontown),
Leiper (Gorbals), Stewart (Ol Gorbals Mis-
sion). Binnie (Kelvinhaugh), and Robertson
(Elders’ Church) : Dr George Robertson ; Capt.
Rodger: Messrs J. A. Campbell, J. H. Kerr, T.
P. Stewart, A. Ronaldson, John Muir, John
Paul, Wm. M:Culloch. J. M. Whannel, Thomas
Stout, James Sime, J. N. Cuthbertson,—Spence,
F.W. Allan, Wm. Ker. Alex. Moffat,J ohn Pirrie,
James Pirrie, John Carr, and James Lamb.

'
i
i
i
.
B

'
i

A blessing having been asked by the Rev.

Mr Maonteath, and tea partaken of—

Ti.c Chairman delivered the usual introduc-
tory address.  He referred in genceral terms to
the importance of Sabbath-School teaching,
and said he was glad to know that during the
past vear there had been an increase of about
4% teachers and nearls <00 scholars in connee-
tion with the association. He al:o stated that
47 scholars from adult clazses had become
teachers during the year, althongh there were
still complaints of a want of teachers.

Mr. James R. Reid (one of the Seeretaries of

the Associatian) then read the annual report,
from which it appeared that on the 215t Decem-
ber last there were connected with the Socicty
117 city schools, with 1496 teachers. and an
average atlendance of 11,847 scholars. On
the sare date there were 21 suburban schaols,
with 272 teachers, and an acverage atiendance
of 200i scholars: giving a total of 135 schools,
167 teachers. and 12937 scholars. Compar-
ing these numbers with the corresponding quar-
ter of last vear, tiere was shown an increase of
49 teachers and 341 scholars.  The couatry
socictics connected with the \ssaciztion repars
ted having 2% schools and 210 teachers, with
a2 average attendancs of 1738 scholars, show-
ing an increase in the country of 6 teackers and
70 scholars.  Over the whele Assaciation there
wwasan increace of 46 teachers and Gon scholass,
“The total number of scholars on the roll last
Fear was 18,132 this rear the number was
19,702, showing an increase of 370 scholars on
the rell as compared with the increase of 230
last rear. There were, it wat foriber stated, 33
adolt classes in conrection with 16 sociclice,
aad during laqt vear 42 scholars have become
teachere, *

U the motion of the Rev. Nr Brown, secand-
ed by Mr A, Razaldsos, the report wasapproc-
¢d of.  Addresses were deldivered in the course
of the evening by the Res. Dr Comming and
other gentlemen—the procecdings bring pleas-

.

Tue OrGax axp THE PRESRYTERY or Arcn-

1 TERADER —On Monday, the Presbytery of Auch-

terarder was engaged for five hoars in discuss-
ing the conduct of the Rev. Dr Cunningham
and the kirk-session of Criefl, in introducing an
organ into their church, and using it in public
worship without previously obtainiag the sanc-
tion of the Presbytery. Dr. Cunningham de-
fended the action of the kirk-session on the
ground ihat they had only done what lay
within their proper jurisdiction as a Courtof
the Church, and that they had viclated no law
or usage of the Church. The majority of the
Preshytery, however. took = different view, and
carried, by six votes against three, a resclution
declaring  that Dr Cunningham had acted
*‘in a highly irregular manner,” and enjoining
him to discuntinuc the use of instrumental mu-
sic in public worship. Dr Cunningham appeal-
cd to the Synod, against the decision, and the
case will in all probability engage the attention
of the next General Assembly.

Natiosarn Bintk Socikty oF SeotLasp.—The
monthiy mecting of committee was held on the
4th of March. in the Seciety's Office, 60 Virgi-
nia Street—James A. Campbell, Esq, in the
chair. A letter was read from the Rev. A
Williamson, the society s agent in China, re-
porting his safc return to Chicfoo from ajourncy

 of 1750 miles through the provinces of Chi-li,

aadly diversifed with voaaland instrumental

music,

Shan-si, Shen-si, and part of Houan. e had
travetied in company with the Rev. Mr. Lees,
of Ticn-1sin, aad during the whole journey they
had preached the Gospel and sold the Scrip-
ares and other religious books without the
slightest molestation. The sales had been 2053
Te<taments, 66335 portions of the Rible. and
abont 1200 books and tracts, axd the amount
realized. 170000 cash, had nearly covered
expenscs and wages.  \n application was re-
ceived from the Rev. T. Goble, an American
Baptist miscionary at Yokohama, for aid in
printing a translation of the New Testament
into Japanese. The four Gospels were ready
for the press.  Encouraging reports wwere roe
ceived from colporteurs at home, from many
slations occupicd on the Continent, and from
Nuova Scatia.  Grants of Scripares, at reduced
Tates, were made fo a Preshyteriag Church at
Cape Beelon, and to the missions of the Church
of Scotland at Alexandria. The following do-
nations were reported —FElgin Place Charch,
£29 1oz Lom Maxiliary. £20; NewtonSte-
wart Auxiliary, £13 4s: Wellington Street U7,
P, Church, additionsal for Paric. £11; Robert
Rarclay, Esq, additional, £10: Darid Paton,
Esq. do. Li0: Free Anderston Chureh Rab-
hath-¢chool. for Spain, £7 35 34 ; Bothweli U,
P. Church, £3%in szms below £5, £137, 135
od.

TilE LATE PROFESSOR MACPHERSON,
D.D,, OF ABERDEEN.
We regret to announce the death of Robert

Maciherson, DD, Professor of Svstematic
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Theology in the University of Aberdeen, which
took place suddenly at Old Aberdeen, on
Wednesday wmorning, January 23. The rev,
Professor bhad beem in delicate health for
eighteen months past ; but up to the day of his
death was able to lecture to his students.
Robert Macpherson was the son of comparati-
vely poor parents, and was born at Montrose in
1806. After a preliminary training there, he
came to Aberdeen ip 14.3 with the view of
sccuring a bursary at King's College. The
youthful scholar, then in his seventeenth year,
gained a bursary of the annual value of £18—
a very high bursary at that date—by means of
which he was enabled to prosccute his studies.
He was then, as he continued to be, a bard-
working studen® as was evidenced at the close
of his college carcer, when he gmduutcfl with
honours, and carried off the Hutton prize for
general  scholarship.  His first ministerial
appointment was as chaplain to the garrison
at Fort George in the year 1825. At the Dis-
ruption Mr. Macpherson was presented to the
church and parish of Forres by the Earl of
Moray. Iu 1852, by the death of Dr. Mearas,
the Chair of Divinity in King's College, Aber-
deen, became vacant.  This chair at that time
was opened to public competition, and the two
candidates who were examined for the appoint-
ment were Mr. Alacpherson and Mr. (now) Dr.
Traill, of Birsay, Otkney. The former gained
the chair; but so highly §:msﬁcd were the
examiners with the scholarship and attainments
of both gentlemen, that they unanimously
recommended the Senstus to cor}fcr upon cach
the honorary degree of D.D.  This the Seantus
did, and Dr. Macpherson entered on his Iabours
inmedintely atter. These were continued until
the fusion of the colleges into one University
in 1860, when Dr. Macpherson was appointed
10 the Chair of Systematic Theologr, the duties
connected with which he has faithfully perform-
cd ever since.  He was alse onc of the Murray
Jecturers. By his colleagues he is sincerely
lamented as a scholar, and 2 conscicntious,
upright man.  After cu{ning to _.r\l'crdccn‘, Dr.
Macpherson took an active part in the business
of the Church Courts. In the local Presbytery
hic was a leading wember, taking a full share
in all matters connected therewith, particularly
in the cxamination of students cntering the
Divinity Hall; aond in the General Assembly
Dr. Macpherson was known as one of its ablest
members.  Death is said to have resulted from
disease of the heart.

THE LATE oR. HiLL.

Alexander Hili, D.D.; son of the eminent D
George Hiil, Poincipal and Professor of Divinity
in St Mary’s College, was born 2t S Anrirews
in 1785. His childbood and youth were passed
in his native town, and his course of acxdemic
education was hegun and cnded at that ancient
seat of learning.

Tke ministry being his chasen profession, he
was, on the complelion of his theslogical siu-
dies, licensed by the loeal preshytery 10 preach
the Gaspel. It was not, however, till some
time afterwards that be entered on the stated
functions of the sacred office.  His first charge
was that of the parish of Colmoaell, in the
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Presbytery of Stranraer; in little more than &
year after his settlement he was removed to the
parish of Dailly, in the Presbytery of Ayr. In
both of these rural parishes he performed tho
work of an evangelist with much zcal and
fidelity ; his public ministrations on the Sab-
bath were highly appreciated, while his private
and week-day labours were assiduous and
unremitting. During the latter part of his
incumbency at Dailly, Dr. Hill, as a distinguish-
ed member of the Moderate party in the
Church, was, on more occasions iLan one,
sclected as a suitable minister for important
parishes in Edinburgh.

Providence had destined Dr. Hill for a higher
and more important sphere than even the
charge of 2 metropolitan parish. On the death
of Dr. MacGill, Professor of Divinity in the
University of Glasgow, he was invited by his
fricnds in the Senatus Academicus to apply
for the vacant chair; but a formidable opponent
appeared in the person of Dr. Chsalmers: and
it was only by the casting vote of Sir Jawes
Grabam, Bart., the then Lord Rector of the
University, who travelled from London for the
cxpress purpose of presiding at the election,
that Dr. Hill wasappointed to the Professorship
of Divinity.

Installed in this important office, Dr. Hill
addressed himself to the discharge of its duties
with that ardent desire to be useful which cha-
racterised his conduct in cvery department and
at cvery period of his life. He was pre-cmi-
nently a Bible theologinn; and we believe, we
may add, that be was exceedingly useful in the
excrcise of a gift more important than even
great learning, that of inspiring his studeats
with 2 sensc of ministerial responsibility, and
with the epirit becoming their sacred office. In
all his students he took a paternal interest, and
though dead, “ he yet speaketh’ to them in two
little works prepared and published for their
benefit, viz., ¢ Practieal Hints to a Young
Parish Minister™ (1839) and * Counsels respect-
ing the Dutics of the Pastoral Office” (1§62).

Not long after Dr. Hill's remoral to Glasgow,
the unbappy Secession in 1843 took place, by
which many of the pulpits in Glasgow and
neighbourhood, as clsewhere. were simulta-
neously thrown vacant; and while the friends
of the dismembered Church were roused to
unwonted cxertions, Dr. Hill tvas, at that
crisis, ¥ in labours abundant.” The vast
amount of physical and mental exertion he
made at that perivd was knotwn only to those
who had access to him; but how fully the
friends of the Chureh, from what they did know,
appreciated his indefatigable services, was-
shown by the magnificent banquet at which he
was entertained in the spring of 1844,

But it was in the courts of the Church that
Dr. liill displayed the full energy of his talents,
and the habitual bent of his mind. Previous to
1543 he was hnown ag a pubhic speaker; for
he had, when in his retation clected by the
Preshrtery of Ayr, taken part occasionally in
the discussions of the General Assembly. Bat
after the Sccession in 1543 he began to take a
prominent share in the public counsels of the
Church; and having in 1845 been clovated o
the high digaity of the moderatorship of the
General Assembly, he continued thenceforth to
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devote much of his time and attention to the
managemant of ecclesiastical affairs. For this
work his qualifications were smply demonstra-
ted by his valuable and now well-known litile
work on * The Practice of Church Courts;”
and the department in which he excelled was
the arrangement of the business to be transact-
ed at the meetings of the General Assembly—
o department of peculiar difficulsy and delicacy,
when the number of cases of all sorts had so
greatly accumulated as they bave done in
recent times. Nay, uot only during the sittings
of the General Assembly, but throughout the
year, the work be performed in this ficld of
ecclesiastical labour was immense ; for as his
opinion was often solicited from all parts of
Scotland, his correspondence was a sufficient
occupation of itself.

In the Presbytery of Glasgoss, of which for
2 period of more than tweniy years, he was,
ez officto, a member, he took a warm and active
interest in all the transactions of the court.
He uniform!y declined all social engagements
oa Presbytery days, that he might enjoy an
opportunnty of mingling in the socicty of the
brethren at their private meetings.

In 1862, Dr. H1ill having reached ar advanced
age, and after 2 life of so many and various
labours, resoived to Make advantage of the
royal bounty, which had recently provided
retiring allowances to professors. graduated by
their term of public service, and accordingly
be retired into private life. His intention to
resign bis office and withdraw from Glasgow
clicited an expression of public feeling towards
bim of very rare occutrence—a subscription,
to which not the fricuds of the Church salone,
but ministers and iaymen of diffcrent denomi-
nations, spontancously contributed; and this
testimonisi, in the shape of o splendid service
of silver-plate, was presented to him at a public
meeting atteaded by the principal citizens of
Glasgow.

Dr. 11ill dicd at Arr on Sabbath, 29th Jany.,
and his remains were interred in the New
Cemetery on the following Friday : his funeral,
though private, being attended by a number of
fricnds and fellow-towasmen, who voluntarily
accompanicd it to testify their respect for the
character of the hionoured dead.

JAMES SMITH, ESQ., OF JORDANHILL.

It is with deep regret that we record the
death of this distinguished Scotsman. We
gladly give our testimony to the good service
ke has done for religious truth, and to his warm
attachment to the Church of Scotland.

The work by which Mr Smith's name is best
known is “ The Voyage and Shipwreck of St

Paul,” of which the first cdition was published -

in 1847. In this book we see the narmative of
S Luke subjected to the most scarching
cxamination by a man of singulazly aculc mind
and varied informat:on—at once a practical

|

-

sailor, & pantical antiquary, & geologiss, and a |

compelent scholar: and the result is not
merely a most valuable con'ribution to the in-

terpreiatien of Scripture, but an unanswerable .

demonstration that the Fovk of Actsmust hare }

been written by one who was actually with
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shore of Malta in the 7ery bay which atill
bears the name of St. Paul. Whether we adopt
its conclusions or net, the book has a special
value to the student of Seripture, from the in-
genious arrangement of the text of Matthew,
Mark, and Luke, by which we are cnabled, and
even compelled to note the minutest shadea of
verbal difference and agreement between these
evangelists.,

But, apart from the services which Mr. Smith
has rendered to religion by his writings, be is
worthy of honour as a zealous and long-tried
office-bearer of the Church of Scotland. In
point of ordinaticn he was the oldest ruling
elder on the roll of the Iast General Assembly,
holding bis place there as representative for
Reafrew—the burgh for which be sat for the
first time in 1506 : and throughout life he tovk
a lively interest in all the principal questions
which have been discussed in our Church
Courts.

Mr. Smith's end was peace.  Surrounded by
his family, in the full possession of his facul-
ties, with humble yet firm reliance on the
merits of Christ alone, he feit asleep.

ECCLESIASTICAL INTELLIGENCE.

Drurnies.—The Rev. Dr. Fraser of St. Jobn's,
Glasgow, was inducted to the charge of St
Michael's, Dumfrics, on Thursday, January 31.

Kinouors.—The Rev. J. A. Dobic was, on
Thursday the 31st Janvary, inducted by the
Presbytery of Ritkealdy as assistant and suc-
cessor to the Rev. Dr. Bowic, minister of the
parish of Kinghorn.

Luxan—The Queen has been pleased to pre-
sent the Rev. Alexander Fridge, assistant to
the Rev. Dr. Paterson, Montrose, to the parish
of Lunan, vacant by the transiation of tLe Rev.
James Hay to the parish of Inverkeillor.

STraTIMNIGLO — At & meeting of the Presby-
tery of Cupar, held in the Parish Church of
Strathmiglo on Thursday, January 10, the Rev.
John Archibald Dow, B.D., was ordained tothe
office of the ministry, and inducted to the pas-
toral charge of the parish of Strathmiglo.

Vaxcovvia Istaxo.—The Colonial Committen
have been for months anxiously looking out for
a missionary to support the work in Mr. Somes-
ville's hands in Vicloria. Vancouver Island.
Meantwhile hie has appealed for aid to ovr bre-
thren in Nova Scotia, through a letter to the
Rev. G. M. Grant of Halifax. From that letter
tie following sentences arc cxtracted in the
hepe that they may bring Mr. Somerville’s appeal
under the cre of some of his © fellow-students
and fricnds in this country, among whom there
surely might be found oue good man willing te
go ** over and help™ him 1 —

The beginning baving been made by the
Church of Scotland, it ought to be carried on
stroagly. 1 am Ler only minister in the (row)
united colony of British Columbia ana Van-
couver Istand—a parish 240,000 miles in area!
You will casiiy pereeive that [ am not able
adequately 1o represent our Church, er do the
work, in 3 ficld so large.  As 1 have to preach
trrice overy Sabbath in Vicloria, and prepare

tbe apestle in a ship which was cast on the |, carcfulls for my pulpit dutics, I canaot atiead
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even partially to tbe other districts. Mzany
who are devotedly attached to our Church are
thus neglected. A large proportion of our
population (12,000) is from Nova Scotia, New
Brunswick, and Canada, Now, why not cach
of these Churches bave a workman in the field ?
Most fervently do I utter the cry, “ Come over
and help usi” Nova Scotia has been pecu-
culiarly blessed: let iier move first. Coald you
not, then, send us a minister? His stipend
should be secured for the first year, and par-
tially provided also for the second. This would
involre an expense of £450 (£300—£150.) If
ordained, he could, if your Church thought it
advisable, act as my colleague in Victoria, and
we could alternately preach in St. Andrew's
Church, and itinerate for the purpose of plant-
jng other stations. As Victoria is by far the
most pleasant place of residence, and an intel-
ligent congregation formed, this arrangement
might be expedient. If not, there are the dis-
tricts of Saanich, Corvichan, Connox, Nanamie,
Craigflower, New Westminster, Yale,and Cari-
hoe, all crying out for Gospel ordinances, in
which he would find ample scope for indepen-
dent action.

Our Saviour sent forth his disciples two and
two; and I am convinced that it is unwise to
let the whole work, in a field so large and
importaat, depend upon one man, with, it might
be, sickness or even death before him. I am
certain that if the Church of Nova Scotia takes
our circumstances into serious consideration,
she must move in the matter.

At present the colony is in 2 most depressed
condition; but I am certain it will, at no dis-
tant date, form 2 most important portion of the
British Empire. Its mineral and agricultural
resources are of the most promising character.
As yet very little has been done to develop
them : the present reaction from the ¥ stam-
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of Bute. In British Columbia all the objects of
natural scenery are on a gigantic scale; and
after viewing the Fraser River, the Shuswap
Lake, and the Cascade Range, ome would
almost pity those who have secen nothing
grander than the Clyde, Loch Lomond, and
the Grampians.— Church of Scotland Record.

ExGLaxp.—Dr. Manning has been recently
preaching on the state of England. He cx-
pressed a strong Lope that the day would soon
come when she would be restored to unity with
Christendom ; and attributed prevalent infi-
delity to her divisions. ¢ There was a time
when this nation of England was linked to the
one true Church, and when the glory and peace
of that Church covered the land as the waters
cover the sea. There was a time when every
man in England belonged to the one fold, knelt
before the same altar, and followed the one
guide. There was a time when England knew
no differeaces among herpeople, and when their
obedience was claimed by only one church. But
what was it that overcast the splendour of this
nation ?  Why was England now in darknes=?
Why wa3 she torn with schisms, and why were
men not only disputing on voints of doctrine,
but disputing the inspiragion cf the Holy Book ?
What had brought Englind to such a state as
this—wwat had dimmed her glory so much?
Because she had departed from the divine au-
thority, and throwa off allegiance to the holy
Church of God—this was the cause. She had
turned from the paths of her fathers—from th»
paths of her divine guides. She had pulled

" down God's altars—she had removed the sym.

. bols of his presence.

There could be no rest
unti! these wounds were healed—until these

' blemishes were smoothed away-—until they all
. were brought to a true knowledge of peace be-

pedes” to our placer gold-ficlds will be follow-

cd by the steadier oceupations of quartz-mining,
commerce, and agriculiure.  The present time

. Christ.
* it had nearly approached.

presents a favourable opportunity for the ener-

getic planting of our Church. We shouid go
in and take possession in 2 manner worthy of
our history and our hope.

fore the altar of God—until the schisms were
all cast out, and until they all rejoiced as one
flock and as one people in the kingdom of Jesus
He trusted that day was coming—that
It might be a vis-
sion, it might be an illusion ; men might mock

! them, but surcly if it were a want of wisdom,

If your Church ¢an send us a minister, et |

him be 2 man of good talent and good taste.
Any of the gentlemen recently licensed wouid
suit the genius of the place. How much 1

world rejoice to meet these who were my |
follow-students, as fellow-labourers in this por- -

tion of the vineyard!

The climate is delightfully congenial. Clear
and cloudless are the skies from April 10
October. We have thon main for a few days,
and then the mellowed beaaty of the Indian
summer till the beginning of November. Mere
existence is felt to be a blessing, and [ have no
coubt that this city will yet become the Sana-
tarium of the Pacific.

The scenery deficsdescription.  Opposite the
window at which I write we have the Coast
Range Iills skirting the Puget Sound, always
covered with snow.  Around Victoria we have
prairies dotted with oak capses, and knolls of
the thost beautiful order.  Outside of the har-
bour we have numerous little istands. the chan-
ucls through which are lovelier than the Kyles

there was no want of charity in praving and
labouring ecarnestly that a day might come
when England would be re-united to Christen-
dom.”

A meeting has been held of the Working
Men's Lord’s Day Rest Associntion. About
1,000 persons were present.  The object of the
meeling was lo give working men the oppor-
tunity of expressing their vicws on the Sunday
question.  Mr. Burr, upholsterer, said working
men were opposed to the opening of the Crys-
stal P'alace and museums on Sundays, heeause
such proceedings would increase Sunday
Iabour. Mr. Clifton, watchmaker, said that
tweniy vears ago he used to work on Sunday-.
as well as on week days. He knew a haire
dresser who had not had a Sunday for thirty
vears, and he appealed to working men and

" others not to shop on Sundays, so that shopmen

might have their Sunday rest.  Mr. Salmon,
formerly a scavenger, said that some of the mil-
way sereants had not had a Sunday’s rest for
twenty vears. These men were deprived of
their rest by the Sunday cexcursionists.
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IngLasp.—The bulk of the money voted by
Puarliament for the education of tbke people
scems Steadily drifting into the hands of the
Church of Rome. Whately foresaw clearly
¢nough the changes that would come over the
loman Catholic population, if the National
system were preserved in its integrity. The
Roman Catholic prelates saw italso; but when
it was too late to oppose the system openly,
they thew tried intrigue, and have succeeded.
Their most formidable opponent is the Presby«
terian Church; but, in spite of determined op-
vosition, concession has followed concession to
the Roman Catholic policy. Another vigorous
stand is made now on the proposal of turning
conventual and monastic establishments into
training schools, endowed by the State. In
the memorial presented by the Presbyterian
Church it is conclusively shown that the sta-
tistics on which this singular changeis to be
fuunded are inconsistent with other statistics
published by the Commissioners of Education,
and that all they really proveis that the policy
pursued bas seriously damaged some of the ex-
isting model schools. Itisalso shown thatthe
present machinery is sufficient if worked. The
conclusion of the memorialists is, that if the
change be cffected, the destruction of the pre-
sent system of education isinevitable, and peo-
plv are already discussing the system that will
take its pince. It is worthinotice that Professor
Kavanagh openly claims the changes which
Lave been made or proposed as concessions to
the Roman Catholics, concessions made under
jressure, and hut instalments of what wili be
ciasimed. The difficult question of intermediate
+qucation has been partinlly scttled by the
Commissioners approving “ of the general prin-
ciple of placing the attainment of a knowledge
«f classics and French within the reach of the
poorcer classes, provided it be dope without in-

jiry to the primary instruction given in the
National Schools.”

The statistics of the Bible Women's work,
under the Belfast Female Mission, present the
following results for the year :—Visits, 14,1 76;
conversed with, 19,939 ; prayer meetiugs, 614 ;
present, 4,796; Bible classes, 183: present,
2,184 2,226 visits to 542 sick persens ; persons
dend, who, it is hoped, derived spiritual benefit
from our ministrations, 12; drunkards reformed,
1 ; children sent to school, 97 ; persons induced
te attend public worship, 77; relicved in vari-
ous ways, 287; women induced to leave sin,
22 ; Bibles and New Testaments given away or
sold, 22; women reclaimed since commence-
ment, 203, This work was done with an in-
come of £281 9z, 5d. The Ulsler Socwcty for
Fducating the Deaf, Dumb and Blhind report 140
pupils, of whom the bitd are 28 ; and that no
cligible candidaitc has been refused. By a pro-
vision of the Amendel Poor Law, Boards of
Guardinns may send such helpless cluldren

from the workhousc to an institution, and °

charge its maintenance on the rates.  This
provision has been made largely available in
the South, where 162 boarders in the Roman
Catholic Institution arc supported by Roards
of Guardians at £2,300 a-year. The Ulster
Society proposes to take the entire charge of
such children for £12 a-year each.  About 230
voluniary teachers, it appears, are at present
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doing town mission work in Belfast, under
fourteen missionaries,

ItaLy.—The Popeis at present exemplifying
the truth of the adage that the power of the
ruling passion is strongest in death. Misfor-
tune and impending ruin have no influence on
the genuine instincts of the Papacy, which are
ever the same, intolerant and persecuting. A
letter from the Rev. Mr. Lewis, Scotch minister
in Rome for the last three years, supplies us
with a fresh proof thut Romanism and our
nineteenth century prineciples of freedom are
wide as the poles asunder. I am happy to
know [that great indignation prevails among
the British subjects in Rome on account of this
attack upon the religious liberties of their
northern fellow-countrymen. Mr. Udo Russell
bas displayed a most commendable zeal and
energy in this matter, and has promised to stand
by Mr. Lewis in bis extra-mural place of wor-
ship. As for Mr. Lewis himself, it is a peculiar
satisfaction that it has fallen to a man of sucn
high ability and decided character to represent
the rights of Protestant foreigners in the very
centre of Jloman Catholic power, where such
hardstips have, from time immemorial, been
imposed on mind and conscience. There is not
a doubt but that the Presbyterian service, now
removed 1o o locale immediately outside the
walls of Rome, will only be put down by the
furcible imprisonment or exile of Mr. Lewis—a
step which, I trust, the protesting voice of our
Ckristian people at home will prevent.

Bipte Circrration.—The statistics of sales
of colporteurs of the Scottish Bible Society ia
[taly during 18665 are as follows :—

Average namber of Colporteurs through-
out the ¥eal. . veviecnennnaan onn. 19

Jibles, sold 1,504 for....... 3,113f. 53c.

Testaments, 5,501 % | _.... 2,094f, 96c.

Books, “ 2,627 9,517, @c.

Among the Bibles and Testaments sold there
were no * portions” whatever—all were bond
Jide Bibles and Testaments.

Later news from Rome informs us that Mr.
Lewis continued his services undisturbed out-
side the Popolo Gate during the last two Sab-
baths. The Prussian and American Ambassa-
dors came forward most nobly in the cmer-
gencey, and remonstrated so forcibly with Car-
dinal Antonelli, that the Pope'’s sceretary has
given his sanction to the present arrangements
of Mr. Lewis, through Mr. Odo Russell, who
has warthily represented the indignnnt feelings
of the British residents in Rome on this occasion
in his intercourse with the Papal dignitarics.
The Prussian Envoy. with the greatest courtesy,
offered the chapel of his legation to Mr. Lewis,
aud notificd this fact to .\ntonclli, who has
cleverly cscaped from the greater difficulty with
the Amrricans by inducing their Ambassador
to remove the United States Legation from his
own house to that in which the service is held.
Henceforth it is ruled by the decision of Auto-
nelli, who was too shrewd to push matters toan
extreme and persecuting limit in such critical
momenls as these, that unprivdezed service
may be held deyond the walls of Rome, and
only pricilezed service in connexion with the
legations withm.  This is clear and intelligible,
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but the British Government should demand
more than this, and not cease its demand till a
reciprocation of the privileges we grant to
Romanists has been obtained.

Cuixa.—The first fruits of the preaching of
the Gospel which have been granted to the
English Presbyterian Mission in Formosa give
the promise of a rich harvest; for we read of
the Gospet being preached no less than four
times daily in the chapel at Takao to large and
attentive audiences, while tho cvangelistic
labours of the native brethren are carried on
in the populous ncighbourhood. Dr. Maxwell
—the only European representative of the
mission on the island—in addition to these
spiritual duties, has opened a bhospital for
carrying on his medical practice on a more
extensive scale. 1 have had fise serious
operations on the eye during the last fortnight,”
writes Dr. Maxwell, ¥ and there are others
waiting. The most of those operated upon
receive considerable benefit, and so the name
of the ¢ Gospel work’ is spread abroad.” There
is urgent need of increascd agency in connexion
with this mission, which renders the loss of an
active labourer who had been designated to
this ficld—the Rev. David Masson—the more
severcly felt.

THE UNION QUESTION.

HE publication, by the Rev.
Mr. Kemp, of statements as to
the effects of the Union on the

prosperity of the two branches of

the Canada Presbyterian Church
when joined together in one body
under that name, has called forth

a reply from the Rev. Mr. King,

of Toronto, from which we give

the following cxtracts, which are as full as our
space wilt admit of :

% In the Statistical Department there ate, as
we shall show, many inaccuracies of = gross
kind. W acquit Mr. Kemp of intentional mis-
representation.  Inthe lincof argument, again,
founded on the figures, much is misrepresented,
ard more, that is of highest momeat to the
point under discussion, is ignored.

#To begin with the statistics. For the sake
of saving time we shall condense them some-
what, .

¢ In the two churches, previons to the union,
<iz: from 1§55 to 1539, the ministry increased
from 154 to 209, that is by 55; avemge an-
nual increase heing 13.93 or 8.92 per cent.
This is substantially in accordance with Mr.
Kemp's figures. In the Canada Presbyterian
Chiureh since the union, between 1862 and 1866.
the ministry has anly increased from 231 to
248, that is by 17; an average annual increase
of 4.25, or 1.85 per cent., whereas, had the
same ratio of increase been maintained as be-
fore the unian, the church should have hiad S0
- sdditional ministers, instead of 17. This is a
 notable fact,’ as Mr. Remp says, though hic has
not been the fitst to note it, atlention having
been cxlled to it again and agrin in the Synod
daring its 12st two or threc meetings, and Steps
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having been taken, happily with the best pre-
mise of success, to change what could not long
continue without most serious consequences.

*“ What is the explanation of this diminished
ratio in the increase of our ministry? Mr.
Kemp has been kept from sceing the real ex-
planation by the inaccuracy of his statistics.
According 1o him, 28 students were licensed
by the two churches during the former period,
i. e, from 1853 to 1859, and 36 during the Iat-
ter.  In reality there were 38, The diminished
ratio of increase is not due, therefore, in any
appreciable degree, to a falling off in the supply
of licentiates from Knox College. Neither, ac-
cording to Mr. Kemp, is it duc to a large falling
off in the number of ministers receired from
other churches in Britain, Ircland, and America.
He gives 21 as the number received from 1855
o 1839, and 12 from 1562 1o 1866. Here, then,
we have the firSt specimen of Mr. Kemp's inac-
curacy. There were, in point of fact, 62 min-
isters, at least, received from other churches
during the first period, or within one of three
times a5 many as Mr. Kemp allows. There were
actually scitled, of ministers reccived from
abroad, between 1855 and 1859, in the Free
Chburch, 33, and in the United Presbyterian
Church 20, or, together, 53. Of these Mr.
Kemp will find 45 still on the roll of Synod in
1859, or 24 more than according to his statis-
tics were received altogether. In the latter
pericd, between 1562 and 1866, of those or-
drined or inducted during it, and remaining on
the roll at its close, only 15 were received from
other churches (Mr. Kemp, wrong as usual,
makes it 12), as against 45 in the former period,
or an addition ¢f 282 per ceat.in the once period,
and only nbout 6 per cent. in the other. To
have preserved the same ratio of increasein our
supply from abroad, we should have received
during the latter period 70 instead of 15. Add
to the decrease of 55 accounted for in this way,
the loss by increased mortality in the one period
compared with the other, 10 and the 17 of ac-
tual increase, and we have an actually larger
number than that (§0) by which, according to
Mr. Kemp's calculation, the ministry should
have increascd from 1862 to 1866,  Mr. Kemp
will hardly allege that the greatly diminished
supply from abroad since the Union, which he
did not discover, is duc to causes over which
we have control. Our union here may have a
little to do with it, but far more, the assistance
given to ministers in the former period to comne
to Canada by the United Presbyterian Church
in Scotland, possibly also by the Free Church
of Scotland, and most of all, the fact that from
18535 to 1839, there were more preachiers in the
Free and United Presbyterian Churches of Scot-
land, and also in the Irish Presbyterian Chureh,
certainly in the two former, than could find
cmployment ; while from 1862 to 1866 these
churches have been barely able to meet their
own wants—are in fact now suffering from an
inadequate supply.

“ Coming to the second point, the increase
of mexbership. In the Free Church, the ve-
ported membership rosc from 11,191 in 1853 to
16,485 in 1839—an increase in four years of
5.294, or an average annual increase of 1,323,
or nearly 12 per cent,, in reality 11.82 per
cent.
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“In the United Presbyterian {Church the
reported membership in 1855 was6,288, in 1850
it was 9,293, an increase in four years of 3,005,
or an average anunual increase of 754, or 12 per
cent. per annuia.

““It is necessary to call your attention to o
c.rcurastance here that makes the apparent in
the latter church greatly more than the real
church increase. If Mr. Kemp had turned to
the statistics of 1854, he would have found that
the membership reported that year—even with
many congregations making no return—was
6,624, or 334 more than in 1855. On examina-
tion he would have found that this was due to
several of thelargest congregations of the body
making no report in 1855 (as Hamilton, Puris,
St. Mary’s), all of them included in his aggre-
gate of 1859. If we add the membership of
Sour of thesc congregations (732) as reported
in 1854 to the 6.288, we shall have 7,020 as the
ascertained membership of the United Presby-

H
1

terian Church in 1855, making the increase be- -

iween that period and 18539 2,273, or about §
per cent. per annum.

#1n the Canada Presbyterinn Churcly, the
reported membership in 1862 was 30,256, and
in 1866, 33,469 (making allowance, however,
for congregations net reporting, the actual
inembership according to the cstimate of the
Convener, was over 40,010, waking simply the
reported membership), the increase in four years
is 6,213—average aunual increase 1,55%, or 5
ner cent.

.

# Now it is quite true that both the absolute -

increase and the increase per cent. are smaller
in this latter period. There cannot be many
niinisters in the Church accustomed to take an

intelligent interest in its operations, and capa- !

ble of appreciating the position of the country
ia the respective periods, whom tiis result will
surprise.
per centage of increase nt stated periods is
fitted 10 convey o falsc impression, unless s
tendency to bring out a larger ratio in the
carlicr stages of a church’s history is borne in
wmind. By the same process, it could he proved
that some of our most vigorous and flourishing
congregations are in a statc of decline, com-
pared with what they were in the earlier periods
of their history. A congregation with a mem-
bershap of 100 adds in one year 50, or 50 per
cent.  When its membership is 390, must it add
150, which would be the same increasc per
cent., or be pronounced in 2 state of decay ?
2and. The diminished increasce in the ministsy,
owing to causes over which we have no con-
trol, at onceaffects the increase of the membes-
ship. 3rd. There is reason o beiieve that the
aumber of emigrants actualls settling in Cana-

da during the first period was greater than that .
Here again we must take ,

during the latter.
cxception to Mr. Kemp's statistics. According
10 these, the accessions 1o our population from
Scotland was, in the four years from 18935 to
1839 (i. ¢, for 1556, '37,°58 and '59), §,229;
and in the four years from 1561101863, 12,4523,
Bzt how many of the emigrants reaching Ca-
rada by Quedbee (vad it is to such only that the
figures refer) in 1952 could havehad a placein
the retarns of membership which close with the
31st April of that veir?  Is the St Lawrence
cven openat that perfod?  If thereis to be any
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fairness in the comparison, we must take the
immigration into Canada from Scotland for the
four years closing December, 1858, and Decem-
ber, 1863, respectively. 1n the one period,
12,295; in the other, 12,453, The numbers, it
will thus be seen, are nearly equal: but most
acqueinted with the state of the Province will
admit the probability of there being a larger
proportion of them being actual settlers in the
former period than in the latter. RBut if we
would trace in any salisfactory waz the influ-
ence of immigration on the accessions to the
Church in these periods of four years, we must
include the immigration of several years prior
to each of the periods. Emigrants going to
settle on new land,as so many didin the coun-
ties of Huron, Grey and Eruce between 1852
and 1839, are not gencrally received into mem-
bership the first or second year after entering
Cauada. Now, taking the seven years closing
with December, 1859, and the seven years
closing with December, 1864, we find that the
immigration into Canada from Scetland by the
port of Quebec was in the former period (2
large nroportion of them actual settlers) 28,963 ;
in the latter only 156327, Putting these con-
siderations all tagether, it i> ground alike for
surprize and gratitude that the increase to the
membership of the Church was so large, viz. :
6,213.

¢ Coming to 1he statistics on the stipend ac-
count, we shall tind Mr. Kemp still inacecurate.

“ According 1o his statement the stipend ac-
count in 1855 was $45,875: in 1859, $64,857,

, or an increase of $18,97%—average annual in-

4

1st. The mode of reckoning by the

¥

crease $3,745, or 10.20 aer cent. You will be
surprised to learn that this large increase is
oblained by taking the stipend paid in the
former yvear, and the stipend promised in the
Iatter. Had the stipend paid in both been
taken, the increase would have not been
S18,979, but 30,699, or an increase of 5.26 per
cent. per anaum. instead of 10.20 per cent., a3
stated.  Ther, in the United Presbyterian
Church. the stipend jaid in 1855 is given at
£820.553; in 1859, §31,215—an increase in four

. years of §10,a4i82, or 13 per cent. per anpum.

¥

But. including the four congregations of Hamil-

! tom, Paris, St. Mary's, and Thoroeld, which do

not report in 18535, but do report in 1859, and
transferring Simply the sums given by them as

. stipend in 1854, the real increase would be the

= -

-

differcnce between $22,53%and $31,215, ar 9.63
per ct. per annum ; the meat. wcrease of the two
Churches perannum being, therefore, T 44 per et
Retween 1862 and 1866, the stipend account, ac-
cording to the pamphlet, is, in 1862, §101,599,
and in 1865 $129,711, or an increase in four
vears of $28,112, or an average annual increase
of ubout 7 per cent.  But, here again, Mr.
Kemp selects at the one extreme stipend paid,
and at the other stipend promised. Taking the
stipend paid in both years, the proportion
stands thus: In 1862 the stipend paid was
£101.599, and in 1866 $133,740, or an increase
of 832.141 ; average annual increase $8,035, or
nearly 8 per ceat. per annum; whereas the
average annual increase in the two Churches
befure the Umon was enly 7 per cent.

¢ Mr RKemp atiempts an estimate of the average
stipend of cach Minister in the Free Ghurchand
in the United Presbyterian Church in 1855 and
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1859, and in the Canada Presbyterian Church
in 1862 and 186G; bus in this case, without
any attempt to reach precision—1st. No allow-
ance is made for congregations not reporting
the stipend paid to their Ministers. 2nd. The
contributions of vacancies towards the pay-
wents of preachers supulying them, where
reported, are included, while the preachers are
pot. 3rd. Mr. Kemp again selects not the
stipend paid, but that promised. And, 4th.
Mr. Kemp includes, in statiog his average,
often, if not always, the names of Professois,

Missionaries, and Ministers without charges,

and on the Synod Rall; the latter receiving no

salaries ; the former none which appear in these -

columns. Disregarding in the meantime con-
3rd and 4th, the following results are reached :
—Average stipend in the Free Church in 1853,
according to Mr. Kemp. $341, in reality, 444.
In 1839, according 1o Mr. Kemp, $i53, in
reality, S402. Increase, according to Mr.
Kemp, $12, in reality, a decrease of $52. This
15 ¢xplained by the bard times of 1558-9, and
the rumbes of new scttlements which had been
made in the prosperous seasons which preceded.
Average stipend in the U. P. Church in 1833,
according 10 Mr. Kemp, S411, in reality, $450.
In 1839, $473, increase, according to Mr.
Kemp, $62, in reality, $23. .\verage stipend
in the Canada Presbyterian Church in 1862,
453.
reality, $562. An increase, according to Mr.
Kemp, of $70, in reality of $109, and that at
a time when the church is pronounced to be in
a state of decline. If the first consideration
above was taken into account—even with some
deductions that would need to bt made on
account of the second—there can be no doubt
that it would be apparent a considerably larger
average stipend was paid in 1866, M:. Kemp
finds a serious falling off in the average con-
tribution per member to the stipend account in
the latter period as compared with the former.
He cstimates it ar 32 cents per member.
2 cents in reality.
deep regret, discreditable in fact that there
should Lic any falling off.

Jut it is hardly fair to make it sixteen times
as large as it i3, and then spread the exaggera-
tion throughout Canada.

“ The insufficicncy of Mr. Kemp's statistics,
even if they bad been miore accurate, in belp-
ing one 10 a satisfactory explanation of the
causes of the diminished ratio in which the
Caunada Presbyterian Church has been grow-
ing during 1562-6 as compared with 1§35-9, is
due to the circumstance that he institutes no com
parison of its increase in these periods witk that
of the other churches in the Proviace.
the most zealous and enterprising churches in
the Province had members in full communion

in 1561, 48,281 in 186, 53,934, or, an addition |

in five vears of 5,653; in the Canada Presby-
terian Church, the addition in four years of
this period, viz: from 1S66 to 1856, was 6,213,
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from 1856 to 1866, the increase in our member-
ship was 76 per cent,, that of this church was
38 per cent. Taking ministry, reported mem-
bership, and total reported contributions, the
increase in the Canada Presbyterian Church,
during the last ten years, may be thus exhibit-
ed :—Ministers in 1856, 165; in 1866, 24R,—or
an increase of 53 per cent. Reported members
in full commmunion in 1856, 20, 645; in 1866,
36 469 (it ought to be stated that the actual
membership is considerably larger),—increase
76 per cent. Total reported income in 185C,
$1¢8,558 ; in 1966, $273,949—increase 62 per
cent.; while the increase of the population in
the two provinces for the ten years, from 1851

[ \ ., to 1861, was 36 per cent.; that of Upper
sideratibns 1st and 2nd, and attending only to '

In 1866, according Mr. Kemp, $523, in |

Itis
No doubt it is & matter of *
romantic scencry.

Canada, 46 per cent, showing that memberstup
increased in the Canada Presbyterian Church
in the ten years, from 1856 to 1866, 30 per cent.
more rapidly than the population of Upper
Cunada increased in the ten rears, from 1851
10 1861 ; and more than twice as rapidly as the
population of the whole Province. And if
the increase in income did not quite keep pace
with that of membership, no one will wonder
at it who remembers the prosperous financial
siate of the Province in 1855-55, the begin~
ning of the term in question.

AXNUAL HEATHEN FESTIVALS IN MY-
SORE.

THE DROOG PARISHE.

OOMROOR is overlooked by

ranges of hills, which pre-
’*,%é sent an almost endless vari-

ety of scenery to the ecye.
A ride of about ten miles brings
you into the midst of these hills,
and after & little difficult climb-
ing you find yourself on the
Droog. four thousand feet high,
breathing a purer air, and sur-

rounded by the most wild and
The jagged hills and rocks

" are covered with brushwood and trees, and

monkeys, wild deer,and chectabsabound. The
Droog is a fortificd hill-fort, as the term signi-
fics, consisting of three different terraces or
clevations. On the first is a village and the

! temple of Narasimhs, a neat squarc enclosure,

with its ornamental frontage and towers, hav-
ing recently been beautified by the Rajab of
Mysore. Rising almost abruptly from this is
the second clevation, on the top of which seve-
ra} houses are built, which furaish a pleasant

" retreat from the plains during the hot months.

Qne of -

There, through the kindness of our friends, we
found accomimodaticon during our visit. This

" againis overlooked by anotber hill still more

according to Mr. Remp's own figures—being

an average annual increase of 2.34 per cent,
in the former church, and of 5 per ceat. in the
latter. From 1§55 to 1559, when our mean
annual increase was 10 per cent,, that of the
above church was 5 per cent. In the ten years,

i

wild and rugged, where there is a smaller
temple in conncxion with the onc below. Itis
true of the Hindus—* They also build them
high places, and images, and groves, on cvery
high hill and under cvery green tree.'—l
Kings xiv. 23. The bighesthill is properly the
Droog, but the fortifications embrace the three
elevations, and must in former times have been
aformidable defence from an cnemy. liide
needed to be added to the work of nature lo
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make the fort impregnable. It was formerly
possessed by a polyzar, or petty king, nared
Jataka. It was taken from him by Devaraya,
and fortified, and has since borne his name.
The day after our arrival on the Droog, the
temple car wasdrawn. Thesun had just risen.
and the Droog cast a long shadow down the
valley as we looked upon the town atour feet.
We could plainly see all that was taking place
in the streets and the temple. Numbers of
people had arrived the day before, and were
carly making preparations for the events of the
day: and others were to be seen coming over

the hills in every direction, making their way .

through the brushwood.

Having descended,

we took our stand under a large tree not far .
from the car, with its skeleton pyramid ofbem- -

boos waiting for the finishing decorations. Mr.
Stephenson read the parable of the prodigal
son, and for two hours we successively endea-
voured to unfold its lessons to a large and atten-
tive congregation. There are somewho think
these festivals are unfavourable times for mis-
sionary cffort, but the contrary has been our
«srerience.  The occasion is one of gladness,
and the people are generally in the bestof hum-
our, The missionary will probably meet with
many on such occasions who have never heard
the gospel before, and these are always willing
hearcrs. He may thus reach in ten das- as
many villagers as would require somany weeks
of touring to visit. The Saviour was often found
at public gatherings.

We bad scarcely finished our discourses when
the sound of music and the approach of a pro-
cession from the temple indicated the commence-
ment of the ceremonies.

The order of these ceremonics is very similar
to those of Shebi.  The feast takes place in the
last montb of the Hindu year, aud the precise
day is fixed by consulting the stars.
second day the flagstaff of the temple is erccted.
On the third dey the sacred fire is consecrated,
and sacrifices are offered in the four corners of the
temple. The two following days similar cere-
monies are repeated, and on the sixth day the
marriage of Narasimba and his consort is cele-
brated. On this day also is represented the
tragic end of Hiranyakashipu, for whose destruc-
tion Vishnu assumed the man-lion incarnation.
Hiranyakashipu was a ceaseless troubler of the
gods and good men, but by virtue of former
austeritics he possessed a charmed life, and
could not be destrayed by any beast, man, or
god. Hence Vishau assumed a form half man,
haif lion, to rid the universe of such a monster.
It is said that Vishnw's wrath was so roused by
tearing Hiranyakashipu to picces that it was
feared he could not be appeased, and that the
gods, in terror at the power they bhad invoked
hastencd to Lakshmi the consart of Vishnu,and
besought her aid.  She assumed the form of a
beautiful woman, and assuaged the wrath of
Narasimha, and became his wife in this incar-
nation.

The next day the ceremonies continue, and
aunother scenic representation takes place, called
** Gajanda Moksha,” or the satvation of the ele-
yhant. A certain clephant going down to n
pond to drink water was scized in the leg by a
tortoise, and for a long time struggled in vain
10 get free.

Wearied with the contest and .

.
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ready to die with bunger, the elephant, it is
said, meditnted on the great Vishnu, who, with
bis weapon, destroyed the tortoise, und trans-
lated the clephant to his own heaven.

On the eighth day there i3 a public rejoiciag
at the consummation of the marriage, and also
the drawing of the car, which forms the great
attraction for thousands.

The procession from the temple brought the
sacred fire, water, and grass used in sacrifice.
Another procession brought the idols, which
were placed near the car, which had by tbis
time received its last decoration; the frame-
work of bamboos was covered with cloth of
various colours, plantain leaves, and branches
from the tzees.  In front of the car was a hole
about oac foot deep and two wide, where sacri-
fice was about to be perfcrmed. Soon another

| procession from the temple appeared, conduct-

. g the officiating priest.

The appearance of
this personage was far from sacerdotal. [he
only garmnent he wore was adirty-fooking vel-
low cloth round hiz waist. His lLiead was
closely shaven. except the tuft at the top,
which bung down behiud like a tait. The three
broad caste-marks drawn down the forehead
gave a strange wildness to hislarge dark ¢hes,
which flashed ount frem either side; while his
arm and breast were besmeared with ashes.
At fiest sight we should have pronounced this
man a prize-fghter, bnt after watching him for
a time we could only compare himto a juggler.

© He sat down cross-legged before the hole iu

On the .

;i castes.

front of the car, and surrounded himself with
twelve small vessels, each containing a cocoa-
nut. Havinglighted a fire in the hole, he began
vociferating Sauscrit shlokas at the top of his
voice in praise of the gods, and at the mention
of the name of each god he took a little of the
zacred grass in his fingers, dipped it in ghee.
and cast it into the fire. This continued for
abeut an hour; meantime the idols had bren
placed in the car, and the crowd of people had
greatly increased. [t was evidentat a glance
that the people present were from the highest
The women were profusely adorned
with jewels, and dressed in the gayest colours.
They carried on their heads and in their hands
bright brass dishes, Iladen with cocoa-nuts,
plantains, and flowers, as offerings to the god.
As they approachied the car they stood with
folded bands and bowed before the idol, and
then stood quictly by till the ceremonies were
finished and the offerings could be accepted.
These finished, the temple priests tovk their

| places on the car to reccive the offei.ngs of the

- people.

If & cocoa-nut was presented, it was

" broken on the car, part returned to the offerer,

and part retained by the pricst; so also with
fruits and flowers. This part of the business
took a long time, for none came empty-handed.
Then came the dratwing of the car by Brabmnins
alone. At the first attempt one of the ropes
broke, which caused considerable amusement.
But at lengih, with a creak and o crash and
great shout in honour of Narasimbha, it began
to move. About 300 Brahmins were engaged
in drawing the car. It was 2 sight the most
brillinnt idolatry could furnish, and the most
painful a Christian could witness. It swaseither
child’s-play on a grand scale, or the grossest
insult to reason, religion, and God.
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The aristocracy having done their part, the
rest was condescendingly left to the common
people. During the day crowds from every
part were to be seen coming over the bills, and
probably four or five thousand were present at
night. In theevening we took our stand again
under the tree,and preached toa large congre-
gation. The drawing of the car did notrccom-
mence till 9 o’clock. The streets and the tops
of the houses were crowded with women and
children. Men holding torches wepnt before
and on ecither side of the car. The crowd
eagerly scized the ropes, and would have
drawn the car so as to endunger the lives of
such a crowded mass of people, but devout men
were ready with large blocks of wood to clog
the wheels. Blue lights and fireworks of dif-
ferent kinds were let off every few paces.
Wherever the car stopped, crowds rushed to
present offerings, and when it moved the god
was greeted by the shouts of thousands. By
such demonstrations as these idolatry main-
tains its hold on the popular mind. Theexcite-
ment of the moraning was nothing compared
with the evening, and it must bave been kept
up far beyond midnight.

The next and following days the temple was
the principal centre of interest.  Though there
are two temples and two separate images, they
are regarded as one, both constituting the local
deity, Droog Narasimha, and the act of worship
is not completed until the upper temple has
been visited. Early in the morning groups of
men, women, and children were to be seen
climbing the hill, with offerings in ther hands
to present to the idol. We took our position
under the shadow of a great rock near the way-
side, where we were safe for hours from "the
rays of the sun, and where those who felt dis-
pustd might come and listen. We had suc-
cessive congregations of tens and twenties,
who seemed glad to sit down and listen to the
truth we had to tell them. Most readily as-
sented to the truth, some disputed, but none
could be persuaded to return instead of going
up to the temple. Some, however, were not
unwilling to give us the cocoa-nuts they car-
ried in their hands, and let us drink the deli-
cious milk they contained, instead of offering
them to the idol . Passing through a stonc
gateway, the nscent is by a flight of rude stone
steps, very steep.  This pathway was crowded
with dasaris of rcligious meundicants, swho cla-
moured for money. In any other country these
men would be treated as vagrants. Their
system of begging is & system of imposition.
We had scen the day before the way by which
they abstracted moncy from the people. Two
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or three of them would fix upon their intended
victim and clamour and shout the name of the
gods in his cars until he satisficd them. Wken
they received money they marked the forehead
of the person who gave it, uttering the name of
the god Narasimba. Whether this prevented
those who had received the mark from any
further taxation we know not, but these fellows
plied their successful calling all day long.

The upper temple is built nestliog in theside
of the hill, and not quite at the top. Here the
scene was one of the greatest confusion ; for the
whole space available is very limited, and hun-
dreds bad already arrived, while & constant
stream of people were toiling up the hill. The
temple is a small but neat building. Outside
is a small pond, made by a fissure in the rock,
of green dirty water, in which the people, men
and women alike, bathe before presenting them-
selves before the idol.

Ascending to the top of the Droog a fine view
of the surrounding country is afforded. 'The
highest peaks of the Droog counsist of bare
rocks, which stand out like the towers of a
castle. On one of these is a small mantapa,
supported by four stone pillars, with a small
recess for an idol.  On another still higher is
placed a flaring beacon at night during the
festival. From this height you seem to look
down on Shiva Gunga itself, four thousand
feet high. Nundidroog seems near at hand.
Beyond the shaggy hills at your feet, in every
direction, numberless tanks glisten in the morn-
ing sun; and, during the monsoon, the whole
country presents a varied scene of fertility and
beauty.

The next morning the idols of the lower
temple were brought to the upper in a vebicle
adorned with flowers, accompaunied by a pro-
cession with torches, and with shouts of * Go-
vinda! Govinda!® The feasting and shouting
continucd the greater part of the night; and
this brought the Droog parishe to a close as
far as public demonstrations were concerncd.
We had unrestrained intercourse with the pee-
ple during its continuance. We necver ap-
peared to be intruding, for when they saw us
they alwaygs iovited us to come and sit down
amongst them. Day after day groups of men
and women visited us, and sat down in the
verandah of the bouse; and conversed freely on
religious subjects.  OQur books were gladly
bought. What the results will be “the day
will declare.” We returned home thankful to
God for all his help given, but with a painful
sensc that idolatry is still strong ia the Mysorc
country.

Miscellancons.

~9 E make no apology for inserting
B the following article from the
Canada Medical Journal,as the
subject is one of gencral in-
terest:

In our January number we
published the report of the
Public Vaccinators of the city
of Moutreat for the year 1866
—n document worthy of seri-

ous consideration by the Health Committec of
the City Council. We fear, however, that it
will meet the fate which has befallen every te-
port from the same quarter, viz: referred to
the Health Committee, and never heard of
more. It is a singular fact that the public
loudly clamour for the adoption of sanitary
measures upon the apparent approach of an
upidemie, yet cannot be roused into action ; but
with folded hends, calmly looks on and sces
yearly bundreds and bundreds consigned -to
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their graves, who might bave been spared, and
been useful members of society. It is hard for
the public to understand that many diseases
are preventable ; that many diseases that now
weekly appear on the mortality sheet might be
all but totally obliterated, if a thorough mea-
sure of sanitary reform wag faithfutly put into
action. It i3, however, especially with refer-
ence to small-pox that we would now write.
No disease is more preventable, and none the
means of preventing which are more easy.
Veccination bas saved lives unpumbered, and
yet the public look upon it with indifference,
and our authorities take butlittle interest, even
when told that in three years the mortality
from the disease has been diminished from se-
veral hundreds yearly to balf a hundred, this
reduction being beyond a doubt due to the
efforts of the medical men who hold the office
of Peblic Vaccinators. The Vaccination Act,
under which they were appointed, was passed
in 1861 ; and instead of being made applicable
to the entire Province, was made to embrice
only the chief cities. This was, we thiok, a
mistake, for we are satisfied that in the country,
a3 a rule, less attention is paid to vaccination
than in the city. Owing to the scattered char-
acter of country practice, it is difficult to keep
up the supply of vaccine, ané when a demand
is made on the city to supply the virus, owing
to the appearance of the disease, often it is im-
possible to do so, and before the unvaccinated
can be protected, it has gained a foothold, from
which it only can be dislodged by a rigid system
of vaccination and revaccination. Were the Act
applicable to the country, the greatest benefite
would result; but we can never expect the full
benefits of the Act till 2n example is made of 2
few of those who, from sheer neglect, leave their
children unvaccinated till they attain the age
of several years. A clause which we would
wish to sce inserted in the Act, and we com-
mend it to the attention of the Public Vaccina-
tors of this city, is, that every child, on making
application for admission into a school, whether
public or private, should be examined as to
whether it is thoroughly protected. If vacci-
nated before, and the cicatrice not be a good

1

one, it should be again vaccinated, and if not
previously done, should be subjected to the
action of the virus. It was asserted by Jenner,
and we believe the assertion is a true one, that
when vaccination i3 properly performed, it
gives the person a protection equal to what he
would have against a second attack of the
disease. A greater protection than this it i3
perbaps impossible to have, and it is certainly
amazing that so many allow so mang years to
pass over the head of their children without
having them vaccinated. Last year, in anti-
cipation of & visitation from cholers, the public
of this Province were aroused to use the most
vigilent sanitary measures to prevent its ap-
proach, and we are thankful that we escaped
the visitation ; but thousands are annually sa-
crificed in Canada from small-pox, with the
power to preveat it in our hands, yet without
a single public effort to prevent it. Unfortu-
nately we'meet with sowe, even in our own pro-
fession, who doubt the efficacy of vaccination.
For their information, we «opy the following
table from & recent article in the British Medical
Journal :

Abnnual deaths  Annual
bartads . v small-pox rate per
Periods compared. 5 %wioland  million of
‘ and Waled.  population.

1. Average of 30 years
previous to intro-
duction of vagci-
nation.......... — 3,000

2. Average of 3 years
(1838—10), when
vaccination  be-
came established,
but before it was
gratuitous..... .

3. Average of 9 years
(1841-53), when
vaccination was
gratuitons, but
not obligatory...

4. Averageof 10 years
(1854~63), when
vaccination has
been to a certain
extent obligatory

11,94+ 770

3,351 171

Articdes Selected.

THE OLD SCHOOLFELLOWS.

1.

N adeserted corner of school
playground a sort of shed
had been buili by the boys,of

various materials as they could such

Iay hold of. Tbhis sbed they bad
digoified by the name of * The

Arbour,” though the only pretence

to verdure about it was the moss

on some withered branches which
formed a flourish over the top, In

%{ this shed sat two of thosc who

had been busy in building it, now, however, cn-

grossed in a subject and thoughts far less
pleasurable than those that bad then occupied
them. On the log that served for a table lay
several papers, swhich one of them turned over
in silence, while the other sat with his hands
covering his face, to hide the tears which, in
spite of all bis cfforts, flowed fast.

* They're o pack of geese,” said the former,
“or it's pattiality - if you'd had fair play, Mark,
you'd have been at the top; snd the more I
read it, the more sure I am of it.”?

% Oh, no, no,” said the other, * it's all right;
it wag very foolish of me to try. I wish, Tom,
you hadn’t persuaded me.”?

% I tell you they don’t kuotw anytbing about
it, or clsc they've cheated.”
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Much more of this conversation passed, Tom
getting moreand more confirmed in his opinion
of his friend's merits and unjust treatment,
while Mark, though grateful for his sympathy,
was not to be moved from his persuasion that
his essay was # failure, and had been dealt
with according te its merits.

“ Are you obliged to tell your uncle anything
about it?” asked Tom.

“ Oh, yes; he promised, if I sarceeded, to
help me on when I left,and, he'll be anxious
to know, If I had been second it swouldn't have
heen so bad, but so low down, you see.”

« Ab, that's unaccouatable,” said Tom;
“ but what made you take such a subject? I
wish I'd chosen one for yon. It ought to have
been something with a litue flash in it, you
know.”

% But I couldn’t write anything flash, Tom,”
said Mark, smiling through his tears, * I'm not
2 bit like you.”

# No,” said Tom, thoughtfully, *we don't
seem to go quite the same way ; but I know
this, there’s more in you than there is in me, if
it would but come out.”

 It's not of much use if I don’'t know how to
make it come out,” said Mark, gathering up the
papers.

Leaping the low fence that divided the play-
ground from a coppice behind it the two boys
rambled on, until the Jserenity of Mark was re-
stored, and all trace of vexation had passed
from his face, when they rejoined their school-
fellows.

But the next morning found them on the
same spot, consulting over a letter that Tom
had just received from his guardian, telling
him that he had decided on placing him as a
pupil with 2 medical man. As it wonld not be
in his power to receive him at his house that
vacation, he had better proceed at once to his
future master, Mr. Phipson, who would scc to
his being furnished with everything that was
necessary for bis new life. The letter concluded
by zaying, ** Mrs. Phipson was well acquainted
with your father and mother, and if you arc
your own friend you will do well, for they are
disposed to befriend you.?

¢ Won't I be my own friend 7' said Tom,
with great glee; “won’t I work ? thats ail.
Oh, how I wish you were going to be a pupil
there, too.”

# I wouldu't be a doctor,” said Mark, shaking
his head, “I couldn’t. It wants real talent to
make a doctor. There is some varicty of study
and of work in the medical profession. Noj 1
know what my uncle will make up his mind to
about me. 1 must go into the bank, nnd have
the drudgery of a clerk’s work, and about
nothing but money and acconnts.”

Tom’s pupilage passed : during its course he
hiad kept his word and been his own friend.
Hlc had considerable abilities, and a peculiar
aptitude for making the most of them. He was
uaturslly of a frank, engaging character and
disposition, and he was not only sanguine,
but determined to prosper. What wonder,
then, that he did prosper, and that, when he
left Mr. Phipson's house to walk the hospitals,
it was with cordial good wishes for his success,
a success that no one doubted his achieving.
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Just as he was settled in London, he received
a letter from Mark, congratulating him on his
being able to follow up & profession to which
he was so ardenily attached. ‘I am still

' mooning on in the bank, as you know,” ke said,

¢“ and what little brain I had has, 1 think, got
coined into hard sovereigns, that I'm sick at
the sight of; but here I must stay till T can de-
liver myself, for my uncle hasn’t your penetra-
tion, and can't see those fine parts that you
discovered in me. If I can save anything it
shall go towards emancipation, but so happy 2
prospect is far, far distant.”

¢« Poor Mark,” said Tom, as he folded up the
letter,  the worst of him is he has no spirt.
Why, if I had been in his place I'd have n!adc
that grim old uncle come round. Mark might
do well in any profession; what a shame to
chain him to a bank stool.”

Mark was of the same opinion. Morning after
morning, month after month, and year after
year, saw him walk, with his slow, mcaSl.xrcnl
step, up the foor steps, through the spring-
closing folding doors, to his place at the coun-
ter; his hat hung on the same brass peg; his
key turned in his desk-lock at ten minutes past
nine, with scarcely the variation of a sccond
He looked like a picce of the bank itself: as
insensible, unimpassioned, and mechanical as
the clock that faced him.

A smile would lurk about his mouth some-
times—that was when he was counting up the
figures in his own private account. e denied
himself all luxuries, bowerver simple, 2and most
comforts, and was frugal even in necessaries,
that he might accomplish the project so dear
to his heart—a delivery from what he felt tobe
a living entombment into a state in which the
faculties with which he had been gifted might
be loosed, and allowed to do the work for
which they were capable.

As Tom advanced in his career, his letters
were fewer and further between; but they at
last alwavs began with an excuse for negli-
gence, and ended with # Yours in great haste,”
with little between the beginning and cading.
Short as the letters were, however, they inva-
riably had a word or two of “rousing.” * How
much more time did he mean to waste in that
place?” “Why didn't he tell his uncle?” cte.

& Very fine ™ Mark would say, folding up the
letter; 7 tell my uncle! 7om coulddoit. Yes.
I know he could; butlam not Tom. I must
go my own way;” and it was scldom, aftr
reading a letter of this kind, that he did not
open his desk, take out his book, and count up
his little dcposits once more, though every
figure in it was cngraven on his memory as
distinctly as the numbers were on the clock
dial.

u T should say in six months more, certainly
—yes, in six months—I may give notice, and
in” another year—oh, delightful thought'—I
may be following up those pursuits in which
I was so cruelly hindered. Of course I have
lost time—much time ; but T may redeem it, in
great measure, by strentous c.\'crtipn:_and I
fecl—though not calculated to shine in any
profession as Tora will in_hig—I shall not dis-
grace the onc I adopt. No; I dou't think [
shall disgrace it.”
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Tom passed his ordeal at the close of his
hospital work with the highest honouss. A
brief announcement, written in some excite-
nent, informed his friend of the fact; and after
Mark bad written his hearty coogratulations,
he turned, as usual, to study his banking book.

What did he intend to do ? Medicine he had
no funcy for ; besides, it required certain char-
acteristies, and alarge share of brilliaut ability,
he thought, for a man to make a figure in it,
As to law, it was only less dry than the bank-
ing business, and had no allurements for one
of his contemplative and sensitive temper-
ament. No; the ministry was the hope of
his heart. After such preparatory study as
was needful, he would go to one of those col-
leges in which his small means and advanced
age and limited attainments would be no hind-
rances; and then, settling down in some small
country parish, be would devote bimself to the
duties of his cbarge, and while away bis leisure
hours with literature. How peaceful, how re-
fined a life! As he neared the time of his leav-
ing his prison-house, the pleasant pictures that
fancy drew of the future became more and
mcre vivid, and his hape gave vivacity to his
eyc¢ and voice, and energy to his manner.

* I am on the very verge of happiness,” he
wroie to Tom; * there is nothing now to hinder
me from entering on a life in the anticipations
of which my heart has already tasted sweet sa-
tisfaction. 1 hope, when 1 next write, to tell
you where I have fixed myself for preparatory
study. The 25th will be the last day on which,
as a servaat to the house, 1 shall bear the harsh
noise of that spring that shuts the door with
an instant bang, and has smitten my poor heart
daily for so long with the sentence, * Go iy,
prisoner.”

“ Poor Mark,” said Tom—an expression cus-
tomary with bim after reading bhis letters,
which was compounded of pity and regard,
* 1 don’t know what sort of cleric he'll make,
but certainly he's not the man for a doctor, and
it's too late for the law—if he liked it.”

Of any higher motives in the choice Tom had
little thought. ¢ merely looked, as too many
vouths do, at ¢ the church ™ as zn sligible pro-
fession. How far this worldly estimate weighed
with Mark it would be difficult even for himself
to say. He was not without earnestness of re-
ligious feeling, but, as yet, the personal grati-
fication of bhis tastes and tendencies was the
chief motive in determining him to enter the
ministry. Of the importance and responsibi-
lity of the sacred calling he had no adequate
sense, neither did it occur to him that to be a
skilful and successful physician of souls re-
quires not only the gift of Divine grace, but far
greater study and wisdom than to be a skilful
physician for the body.

Tom hiad returned to thescenc of his pupilage,
and, after acting as assistant to Mr. Phipson
for & short time, was taken into partnership.
Itis, generally, a hard battle that a young doctor
has to fight against an old one. There is such
a setting up of backs against him among the
clderly patients, and the old doctor doesn't
help him beyond a certain point. It is incon-
vepient if the young doctor is admitted no
where, and go can do nothing ; but it is flaticr-
Ing to human nature to get such requests as

|
|
l
!
!
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these : ¥ Pray, Mr. Phipson, come yourself to
me as long a3 I live. We bave sich confidence
in you, and Mr. Northcote is quite untried,
though they say he is very clever.” While Mr.
Phipson really liked Tom, and parried as best
he could the beseechings not to send him, he
was piqued to find in how brief a time Tom had
overcome the reluctance of the very oldest and
most prejudiced to admit him. But even here
Tom cooquered, tor be bore his honours and
the high praises he received so meekly, and
affected so entire a deference to bis old master's
opinion, while he generally preferred to act on
bis own, thet jealousy fell, and they worked
together with the greatest harmony.

Meanwhile Mark was as one in a pleasant
sleep. The partmers in the bank, and the
white-beaded cashier had becen tco much oc-
cupicd of late, or they would surely have seen
the change; and be bad been tqo much ab-
sorbed in his day-dreams to notice how grave
and dark they looked, and what long closetings
they had. .

¢ Mr. Whitaker, you are wanted in the
cashier's room,” said a junior clerk to Mark,
one morning, about a fortnight before the time
fixed for his felicitous escape.

Mark hastened to the room, and learned that
a house in connection with theirs, of the safety
of which there bad been for some days much
fear, bad failed ; so failed that its ruin had en-
-gulphed many others :—that their bank must
close, was the final announcement as he left
the room.

 So i he said, when he got home that night
to his mean little lodging, *all gone ! nothing
left of all my savings. A fortnight—only &
fortnight later, and a

In 5o oxter-ive & ruin, pity for individuals
was swallowed ug. Many fumilies were reduced
from affluence to beggary. Some, who had la-
boured paticntly through life, in ordet to enjoy
quiet competence in its evening, were stript of
all, and cast on the world defenceless and help~
Jess. A war, or o pestilence, or a {famine could
not have spread more consternation through
the town and its neighbourhood than did the
wholiy unlooked for failure of this bank: so
old, so respectable, so trusted a firm for gene-
rations back. Every one seemed directly or
indirectly affected by it.

% Do you think they -~ill pay a moderate di-
viend 7" one would ask.

It is a complete smash: we must look for
nothing,” the answer would generally be.

Mark was paralysed, as it were. Ie could
not take in the whole of his loss; could not
realize that for him drudgery of s kind he ad-
horred mustnovw be bis lot,instend of the flowery
portioh he had of late allowed his imagination
to revel in.  There remained nothing for him
but to re-engage himself in a similar post.
There was no prospect of the bank’sreopening ;
and with a blighted spirit he accepted of the
only compensation its conductors could offer—
such a high recommendation as ensured his
obtaining a higher post thau his old one, with
better salary, in an establishment of which it
was said, ¢ when that goes, we may quake for
the Baok of England.”

5. .

Poor Mark ! said Tom, as usual, after read-
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ing his pitcous account of the dispersion of all
his bright visions. * He certainly is the most
unlucky fellow I ever knew,—while I am as
fortunate. 1 shouid hoave left that two thou-
sand pounds in their hands 7 (speaxing of the
great bank), ¥if I had not wanted to buy my
house, — and of coursc should lhave been
mnus”

Ye3,—two thousand pounds for a house and
land adjoining! for Tom was now Dr. North-
cote. e had taken out a physician’s diploma,
and in a neighbouring county tuwn he had pur-
chased the geodwill of the practice of a physi-
cian about to retire.

“ [ am critically situated,” he wrote to Mark.
# 1 have invested all my savings in an cxperi-
ment.  If I fail, I lose all, and time and pres-
tige with it: but I believe I shall sacceed,
thonugh it will be up-hill work. I wish 1 could
help vou, old fellow ; but, notwithstanding the
outside flourish, you, who ki.~w my true means,
will understand that I shall have cnough to do
at present to heep my ground.”

4 Oh, of course,” said Mark., ¥ 1didn't ex-
peet he could help me, though [ knesw he would
if he could.”

So, sick of hope, and determined henceforth
10 swim with the stream, and not contend with
his gloomy decting, hie went to his new prison.,
Jooking mare apathetic and clock-iike, if poss
sible. than hie had danc in his old one.

Tom's marriage with a lady of high connce-
tions and good properiy.—one, ton, to wham
Iic had been attracted by personal qualities——
swas a powerful help to his advancement, though
helps seemed in his case neediess.  Every one
smiled on him: nis popalarity excited noenvy:
friends multiplied. Fame and fortune delighted
to do him honeur and enrich him.

Poor Mark would have married too.—the
daughter of the cumate whose church hie atiend-
ed. [twas not without reference to her that he
Biad built thase fair castles in the air; but how
could he support awife 7 A clerk, with a salary
more than enoagh for bis frugai habits, indeed,
bat not sufficient to meet the wants of a famiix :
and she was a fmagile creature, unegual 10 con-
tend with the world,—and if be should dic and
lexve her unpravided for! As a clergyman, be
might have hojwd in same way, by papils o7
liierary, iabour to add to his income, and lay
ny a provision : for Mark, though he went se
law in his prize cgsay, had aniakling that Tem
as right, and he had iatent talent, swhich such
sweet labour and leisure cambined must needs
bring forth.  Ratl naw, fareweil to this a5 to
all his hapes.  He seldem aliowed himself in
1he company of Helen, and carefully guarded
himself from belraring aay patlicular interest
in it when be did,

Tom generally wrote when 2 new son of
daughter was added to his family. and when kis
cldest Loy gol his prize, and, indeed, on the
occatinn of ¢Tery jovons event. Y Il will do
the poor fellaw rood,” bhe vvosld may.  Marl's
lelieTs wene very silent abont himeelf afier the
failure in the bank: bhe did net wish to ob.
1r=de h's sorroxs oa a distant fricad. howewer
trwe. M Hlow can be, in the 121l tide of success,
and surronnded with all that his beatt can de-
sive, understand my privalion, tral, and s
wR Y So Ir contaed himsell o cangratala.
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tions or kind inquiries, showing that he re-
tained as lively an interest as ever in all that
appertained to the fortunes of bis old school-
fellow,

Tt was after the reception of a most joyous
account of family and professional matters
from Tom, that Mark, fecling unasually de-
pressed. went out, hoping that the mild air of
a July evening would somewhat enliven him,
g0 that he might rewurn refreshed to write a
congratulativn untinctured by melancholy.

% Mr. Whittaker, Mr. Whittaker,” cried one
behind him, “this is the first time I've seen
you, cxcept in church, fur these two months.
Calling on you is useless, your day is so con-
stantly occupicd, and , ou have deserted us al-
together.”

Mark excused himself by saying he was a poor
mope. and his con:pany was not worth seeking.

“ That's a point you should leave others to
decide upon, said Mr. Montrose: - but if you
are not engaged this evening, I wish you would
reiurn with me,—I should be very glad of your
advies”

# My adzice!” said Mark. “1 think you arc
the first that ever asked it,—cexcept on matters
of pounds, shillings, and pence.”

11 is precisely on that subiect § want it,”
said Mr. Montrose, smiling. “1 want yeu to
fell me of a sceure and sufliciently profitable
investment for fifteen hundred pounds.”

“ Um veory giad,” said Mark, ¥ 1o hear vou
fay se.”

“ Not for myself.” said Mr. Montrose. 1
haven't fifteen hundred penee more than 1 waut
for present use.  Bad an old lady in my parish
has a great weight on Lier mind, by reason of a
legracy to that ameount left to lier by a relative :
and if she docs not soon find a good way «of
disposing of it, it will fret her to death. Sach is
the sanity of all carihly geod.  The poar soul
122§ been pining with anxiety lest she should
not get this legacy for many years: and now
she hias i1, it is a burden and sorrotw to her.”

“ I will think over the matter, and Iet you
know what I should adrise,” said Mark, not az-
tending ta the littic homily.

# Coxld yeu not tell me something to-night
that would enabic Ler to sicep better ? Tum
hamewards with me, and think at my house,
and 1 will carry your advice straight to her”

Mark conscnted.  As they passed through
the streets, he was sizuck with the knowlede
that Mr. Mantrose seemed 1o have of nearly all
the peaple they met. It was not a mere box
ot nod of reeagnition @ it was a3 greeting of an
iatimate hind in most cases, though convered
in nothing more than a look.

¥ Pont feilow '—that man is n the fummace
of aflliction. Did yoi notice that young maa?
—1 have great hapes of him : bat heis just new
under dificult trial.  Oh the snarer xith whick
the arch fowler besels the way of the dear
rouag children of God! Neveriheless, le it
able to break the snares and deliver them.

With these and similar remarks he addrosped
Nask centinzally, Uil they reacked his dwells
ing. Itwas a poor bosse in a dingr strerl.
bt it was brighler than its neighbours abave
asnd brlow, by reasan of fresh paing, a white
door-step, clean windows, spotless cxrtlaisng
and a kaocker and bell-handle that shone like
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gold. Mark had often noticed the difference
between this house and those around it, and
knew well to whose watchful eye and diligent
care its comeliness and cleanliness were owing.
Not that there were no degrees of bright win-
dows, curtains, door-steps, knockers, and bells,
nor clean paint to be seen in any other dwell-
ing; butin this they all shone together, and in
perfection.

When they entered the small neat parlour it
was cmpty. Helen had always been there,
busy with her ncedle, to greet her father. The
work-table was closed, and a cloth on it,~-she
bad not been using it recently ; but Mark had
so schooled himself, that e never pronounced
her name, and he took the chair placed for him
by Mr. Montrose in silence.

“ You will excuic me for five minutes,” he
said. “ 1 will order in tea; and while that is
preparing, and I am eagaged upstairs, you can
think. Here is pen, ink and paper.” And he
placed before him a wll-worn writing-case.

He turned over the blank paper within me-
chanically: but coming to one sheet written
on, held it for 2 mcment. The writing was
verse, he could sec by the measured form of the
lines,—and nobods ever wrote secrets in verse.
He saw, from a word here and there, it must
be sacred poetry, or a hymn perhaps,—so he
stitl beld it It was a woman's hand. light and
neat, but very legible. He laid it desws after
reading the first line :—

* Father, ¥ know that all my life 1 portioncd out for
pigh

Taking up a blank sheet, he tried to think ; bat

India Steck. Railway Dcbentures, Turkish

Bonds, Consols. and Morigages madc a mazy .

dance in s head, hnocking onc another over,
and putting cac another down, tili he found
that they had all disappearcd, and the neat,
light, legmble writing had full possession of his
meditations. so he took up the paper again
and read — .
* Father. I know that ali my hfe
I« portinued out for me,
And the changes that will <urely come
i do hot fear to cee,
Bat 1 ask thee for a prevent mmind
Intent on serving thee -

‘I3 that ker own theught " Iie said ta him-
self. Then he went on reading verse after
verse, Ul hie came to—

* Thers ane bnars heatling every path
That cali for patirnt cane,
Thete 12 croce i eveny o,

And 2n earnest newd Tor prayes.
Bxt the lawhy hieart that ieans on thee,

Is lappy everywhene ™

He was much struck by these words, an-d was
jondering ther meaning, when the servant
trosght in the tea, and immediately after Mr.
Montrase came in.  He looked at the papers to

see what progiess Mark had made, but saw no |

Talag exeept the oopy of the beaatifal hyma
by Miss Waring. Tears came into hs ciccas
ke silentiy gazed on it and putting 1t weatly
ila the case, bie sealed himsell at the teatray,

Vark saw gow that there were but two caps.
Where was Helea 7—out ® Ske wat no Fadder
adroad | but some pansh work had perhaps
calic { her avway,

There was a solemasty, almast a gadness. in
Nr. NMeatrese's manzer at first as be pressed on
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Mark the frugal hospitalities of his tahle; but
by degrees he recovered, nnd entcred with in-
terest into conversation on various subjects,
carnestly pleading with him at last to make
out some prumising plan of investment where-
with to satisfy the unhappy owner of the long-
desired fifteen hundred pounds. Mark did this
as well as he could, and Mr. Montrose, as soon
as it was completed, with hearty thanks rose
to take it to the old woman. * Uatil her mind
is easy on this point, I can get her to think ot
nothing,” he said. - I am so thankful to you
for your help!”

“ There are few that have to thank me,” an-

swered Mark., * I am but lumber in the
world.”
“ Oh, my dear sir,” said Mr Montrose,

“don't, I beseech you say that.  You will not
be reckoned with as lumber

“ A man can't go beyond his opportunitics,’
said Mark, taking his hat.

* My dear sir, our oppertunitics opena on us
as we seck for them—don't you think so?

“ Perhaps it's for want of secking; but I
have never scen any for me.” replied Mark.

“ The Christian hife is beautifully cmbodied
in these lines,” said Mr. Montrose, taking Miss
Waring's bymn from the blotting-case.  What
is chiefly wanted is a heart at leisure from
itself,—to soothe and sympathize.”

“ Pon't yan think these thines are o
stated 7 said Mark. °

Mr. Montrose looked at him with carnest
gravity  “[ cannot think that the writer of
these words went contrary to her experience.
This is a prayer for such a state as she was
convinced was the hapuicst for herself and alt
Christians, and the mo:t honourabic to their
Lord and Master.”

© This, then, is by a lady ? Ladies have such
vehement ways of cxpressing themselves.”

 The hymn was composed by Miss Waring.
This copy was written out by my poor Helen,
—the author I know by Lier works only. But
of my child. who will so soon be bevond the
teach of human praise or blame, I biess (God 1
can say that herlove is farmore vehement than
her expression of it, though in cvery accent
and cvery laok it speaks and shines ™

Mark's unfeigned surprige showed Mr. Mon-
trase at ance that he was ignorant of the mos-
tal sickness of ks dear and only child,

“ You are not aware, | see, of the chasten-
ing tire Lord bas thought well to lay on e,
he caid, - She—any Helen—is fast deciming,
as ber dear mother did. The failing bas been
very gradual until the Iast month.  T'w lLord
deais so graciously with us both,—in making
ber glad to go, and strengthening me to look
with resigration on the shor! parting—very
chort '—that bhic has melted our braris in this
farnace than given us the smast of the refining.”

How sorrowfully now did Mark notice the
thin trembling bands that put back the writing
case into 115 place,—and the pink fluch on the
thin cheek "—a bl had these escaped him be-
fore? The encrgy that Kindled that keen grey
exe had deceived ham,

“ 1 wili not ask you now to a houce of sick-
ness.” said Me. Montrase, as Mark incoherently
mixed up expressions of regreland declarationg
of iguorance and surprise,—"1 will nol tax

var
LR
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you by asking you to come here now,—there
is something so desolate in a hearth without a
mistress !”

« [ am very useless; but if I could take any
work of any kind that I could do° off your
hands,” said Mark, looking very wistfully at
him, ¢ I should be so happy. You musn’t over-
work yourself.”

“ Don't you see, my friend, how good my
work is for me ? But for that, I might be left
to feed upon my sorrow. The sorrows of others,
as it is, occupy me too much to make that pos-
sible.”

Mark left him with reflections entirely new.
e had seen so little of lHelen Montrose for a
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long time past, that his affection for her might
be called more one of association than anything
else ; yet he felt stricken with a strange grief
when he thought upon her death so near at
hand.

‘I cannot write to Tom to-night,” he said,
after having thrice tried to do it. ¢ [ wishI
Had those verses. I forget how that heart i3
described that's happy everywhere, but I'm sure
it doesn’t suit my heart. I have never known
any happiness but that of hope, and it would
bave been better for me not to have known
that: I shouldn't have paid so dearly for dis-
appointment.”

(To be continued )

Sabbatly Beadings.

JESUS THE BREAD OF LIFE:
THE DISCOURSE IN THE SYNAGOGUE OF CAPERNAUM.

HEN, after a
~ single day’s ab-
sence on the
other side of
the lake, Jesus
and his disci-
ples returned to
the land of Gen-
nesaret, so soon
as they were
come out of the
ship “straight-
way they knew
Him,” we are
told, “and ran

| through that
whole  region
round about,

and sent out unto all that country, and
bronght to Him all that were diseased, and
hegan to carry about in beds those that
were sick ; and whithersoever He entered.
into villages or citics, or country, they laid
the sick in the strects, and besought Him
that they might touch if it were but the
border of his garment: and as many as
touched him were made whole.™

Ncver before had there appeareé to be
so great and so lively an interest in his
teaching, or o large & measure of faith in
his healing power.  But behind this show
of things Jesus saw that there was little or
no readiness to receive him in his highest
character and office.  Some were prepared
to acknowledge Him as Elias, or onc of
the prophets; some, like Ilerod. to hail

® Matt, xiv. 35: Mark vio 51==0s,

Him as the Baptist risen from the dead:
others, like the multitude on the luke-side,
to take ITim by force and make Ilim a
king; but the notions of all alike concern-
ing him and his mission were narrow,
natural, earthly, sclfish, unspiritual. It i~
at this very culminating point of his won-
derful apparcnt popularity that Jesus be-
gins to speak and act as if the hope were
zone of other and higher notions of Him-
self and of the kingdom of God being en-
tertained by the nation at large.  Hitherto
He had spoken much about that kingdom.
and but little about himself; leaving his
place therein to be inferred from what e
said and did. e had spoken much about
the dispositions that were to be cultivated,
the duties that were to be done, the trial-
that were to be borne, the blessedness that
was to be enjoyed by those admitted into
the kingdom——of which carlier teachin:
St. Matthew had preserved a full and per-
fect specimen in the Sermon on the Mount .
but he had said little or nothing of theone
living central spring of light and life and
holiness and joy within that kingdom.
giving to it its being, character, and
strength.  In pliner or in clearer guise
he had proclaimed to the multitude those

" onter things of the kingdom whose sctting

forth should have allured them into it.
but its inner things had cither been hept

" back from sight, or presented in form-
. draped around with a thick mantle of ob-
' scurity.

He had never once hinted at his
own approaching death as needful to it

* establishment.—as laying, in fact, the foun-

dation upon which it was to rest; nor had
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He spoken of the singular ties by which all | tion for them than any as to the time and
its subjects were to be united personally to | the manner in which Jesus had got here

Him, and to which their entrance and
standing and privileges within the king-

dom were to be whole due.

cver, for the first time in public fle alludes |
to his death, in such a way, indeed as few |

if any of his hearers could then understand,
yet one that assigned to it its true place in
the cconomy of our redemption. Now for
the first time in public He speaks openly
and most cmphatically of what He is, and
must be to all who are saved; proclaiming
a supreme attachment to Himself, an cn-
tire and exclusive dependence on Himself,
a vital incorporating union with Himself,
to be the primary and essential characteris-
tic of all true subjects of that kingdom
which he came down from heaven to sctup
on earth. From this time he gives up ap-
parently the project of gaining new adhe-

rents ; withdraws from the erowds, forsakes |

the more populous districts of Galilee, de-
votes Himself to his disciples, retires with
them to remote parts of the country, dis-
courses with them about his approaching
dccease, unfolding as Ile had not donc
before, both publicly and privately, the
profounder mysteries of his person and of
his work.

To the discourse recorded by St. John

in the sisth chapter of his Gospel, the !

special interest attaches that it marks the
transition point in the teachings and act-
ings of our Lord. The great body of those
miraculously fed upon the five loaves and
the two fishes dispersed at the command of
Christ, and sought their homes or new
camping grounds. A number, however,
still lingered near the spot where the mira-
cle had been performed.  They had seen
the apostles go off without Jesus. They
had noticed that the boat they sailed in
was the only one that had touched and left
the shore. They expected to meet Christ
again next morning; but, though they
sought for Hiwm everywhere around, they
could not find Him. Hec must have taken
some means to follow and rcjoin his dis-
ciples, though what these were they cannot
fancy. In the course of the forenoon some
beats came over from Tiberias, of which
they take advantage to recross the lake.
after scarching for Him in the land of
Gennesarct they find Ilim at last in the
syaagogue of Capernaum. The edge of
their wonder still fresh, they say to Him,

* Rabbi, when cawest thou hither ?77—a :
mere idle question of curiosity. to which

He gives no avswer. A far weighticr ques-

Now. how- |

was, why were they so eagerly following
| Him? This question e will help them
| to answer. “ Verily, verily,” is our Lord’s
 reply, “yeseek me, not because ye saw
; the miracles, but because ye did eat of the

loaves and were filled.” The miracle of
} the preceding evening had introduced a
} pew eclement of attractive power. The
| multitudes who had previously followed
; Jesus to get their sick healed, and to ~ce
 the wonders that He did, were now tempt-
i ed to follow him, in the hope of havine
i that miracle repeated—their hunger again
! relieved. Sad in heart as He contrasted
| their cagerness in this direction with their
i apathy in anether, Jesus said to them,
. ‘“ Labour not for the meat which perisheth,

2-‘ but for that meat which codureth unto

cverlasting life, which the Son of man shall
give you; for him that God the Father
sealed.” A dim yet somewhat true idea
of what Christ means dawns upon the
minds of his hearers. Accepting his re-
i buke, perceiving that He points to some-
| thing required of them in order to promote
|

]

their higher and cternal interests ; knowing
no other way in which this could be done
than by rendering some service to God. but
altogether failing to notice the allusion to
the Son of man and what they were to get
from him,—What shall we do,” they say,
“that we may work the works of God ?"'—-
tell us what these works are with which
God will be most pleased, by the doing of
which we may attain the everlasting life.
“ This,”” said Jesus, “is the work of God.
that ye believe on him whom he hath sent.”
It is not by many works, nor indced, striet-
ly speakinz, by any looked at as mere
work, that you are to gain that end. There
is onc thing here which primarily. and
above all others, you arc called to do: to
believe on Him whom the Father hath
sent unto you; to beieve on me, not
simply to credit what I say, but to put
your supreme, undivided trustin me as the
procurcr and dispenser of that kind of food
by which alone your souls can be nourished
up into the life cverlasting. It wasa large
| aud very peculiar demand on Christ's part,
to put believing on Himself before and
above all other things required. Struck
with its singularity, they say unto Him,
b ¢ What sigm showest thou that we may sec
} and believe thee ?—what dost thou work ?”
If thou art really what thou apparently
claimest to be—greater than all that have
i wone before thee, greater even than Moses

1
i
!
i
i
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—show us some greater sign ; not one like
those already shown, which, wonderful as
they have been, have been but signs on
earth ; show us one from heaven like that
of Moses, *“ when our fathers did cat manna
in the desert, as it is written, He gave them
bread from heaven to ecat.”—‘ You ask
me''—such in effect is our Lord’s reply—
“to prove my superiority to Moses by doing
something greater than he ever did; you
point to that supply of the manna as one
of the greatest of his miracles. But in
doing s0 you make a two-fold mistake. It
was not Moses that gave that bread from
heaven. It came from a higher than he—
from Him who is my Father, and who
giveth still the true bread from heaven, not
such bread as the manna which was dis-
tilled as the dew in the lower atmosphere
of the ecarth, which did not give life, but
only sustained it, and that only for a limited
time and 2 limited number, for the true
‘bread of God is that® which cometh down
from heaven, and giveth life unto the
world,’”

Hitherto, Jesus had been speaking of a
food or bread which e and his Father
were ready to impart; deseribing it as
superior to the manna, inasmuch as it came
from a higher region and discharged a
higher office, supplying the wants, not of a

nation, but of the world; yet still speaking |

of it as if it were a separate outward thing.
Imagining that it was something external,
that eyc could see, or hand could handle,
or mouth could taste, to which such won-
derful qualities belonged, with a greater
carnestuess and reverence than they had
yet shown, his hearers say to Him, « Ever-
more give us this bread.” The time has
come to drop that form of specch which
Jesus hitherto has used ; to cease speaking
abstractedly or fizuratively about a food or
bread, to tell them plainly and direetly, so
that there could be no longer any misun-
derstanding, who and what the meat was
which cndureth unto everiasting life.
“Then said he unto them, I am the bread
of life: he that cometh to me shall never
hunger, and he that believeth on me shall
never thirst.”” I am not simply the pro-
curer or the dispenser of this bread, I am
more—I am thebread.  If you would have
it, you must not only come to me for it, but
take me asit.  And if you do so—if you
come to me and believe on me—you shall
find in me that which will fully and abid-
ingly meet and satisfy all the inward wants

® Not “He,” as in our translation.
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and cravings of your spiritual nature, all
the hunger and the thirst of the soul. Bring
these to me, and it shall not be as when you
try to quench or satisfy them clsewhere
with earthly things, the appetite growing
even the more urgent while the things it
feeds on become ever less capable of grati-
fying. Bring the hunger and thirst of
your soul to me, and they shall be filled.
But ye will not do so, ye have not done so.
“Ye have seen me, and believe not.”” It
may look thus as if my mission had failed,
as if few or none would come to me that
they might have life; but this is my com-
fort in the midst of all the present and pre-
vailing unbelief, that “all that the Father
giveth me shall come to me,” their coming
to me is as sure as their donation to me by
the Father. Bat as sure also asis his fixed
purpose in this fixed fact, * him that cometh
to me I wiil in no wise cast out ;" for I
came down from heaven on no separate or
random errand of my own, to throw myself
with unfixed purposes amid unforeseen
cvents, to mould them to unknown or ua-
certain issues. I came “not to do mine
own will, but the will of Him that sent
me;” and that will of his I carry out in
rejeeting none thut come to me, in throwing
my arms wide open to welcome every one
who feels himself dying of hunger of the
heart that he cannot get satisfied, in taking
him and caring for him, and providing for
him, not letting him perish—no part of
him perish, not even that which is natural-
ly perishable; but taking it also into my
charge to change at last the corruptible into
the 1corruptible, the natural into the
spiritual, redeeming and restoring the cn-
tire man, clothing him with the garment
mect for a blessed and glorious immortality ;
for “this is the Father's will which hath
sent me, that of all which e hath given
me [ shall lose nothing, but should raise it
up again at the last day.” Let me say it
once again, that no man may think there
lics any obstacle to his salvation in a pre-
formed purpose or decree of my Father,
that all may know how free their access to
me is, and how sure and full and enduring
the life is that they shall find in me.
“ And this is the will of Him that seat me,
that every one that seeth the Son.and be-
licveth on him may have everlasting life;”
and I will raise him up at the last day.” *

Overlooking all the momentous truths,
all the gracious assurances and promises
that these words of Jesus conveyed, his

* Compare John vi. 39 and 40.
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hearers fix upon asingle declaration that He
had made. Ignorant of the great mystery
of his birth, they murmur among them-
selves, saying, * Is not this Jesus the son

of Joseph, whose father and mother we

know! How is it, then, that He saith. 1
came down from heaven 27 Jesus does not
answer these two questions, any more than
He had answered the question they had
put to Him at first' as to how e had got
to Capernaum. e sces and accepts the
offence that had been taken, the prejudice
that had been created, and ile does nothing
to remove it.  Ile enters into no expluna-
tion of the saying that He had come down

from heaven ; but He will tell these mur- °

murers and objectors still more plainly than
He has yet done why it is that they stand
at such a distance and look so askance upon
Iim. ¢ Murmur not among yoursclves.”
Hopec not by any such questions as youare
putting to onc another to solve the difhicul-
tics that can so casily be mised about this
or that particular saying of mine. What
you want is not a solution of such difficul-
tics, which are. after all, the fruits and not
the causes of your mischief. The root of
that unbelicf lies deeper than where you
would pl=ce it. It lies in the whole frame
and habit of your heart and life. Thebent
of your naturc is away from me. You want
the desires. the affecitons. the drawings, the
aims. the motives which would create within
vou the appetite and relish for that bread
which comes down from heaven.  You want
that inward secret drawing of the heart
which also cometh from heaven, for * no
mman can come to meexcept the Father draw
him™—2a drawing this, however, that if
sought will never be withheld ; if imparted,
will prevail, for “it is written in the pro-
pheis, And they shall be all taught of GGod.
Every man, therefore, that hath heard and
learned of the Father comcth unto me.”
Not that you are to imagine that you can
2o te dim as you can zo to mg, that you
csn see Ilim without sceing me, can hear
Him without hearing me. Not that any
maw hath scen the Father, save he which
is of God, he hath scen the Father.™
is in sceing mc that you sce the Father.
It is in hearing me that yoa hear the
Father.” It is through me that the draw-
ing of the Father cometh.  Ojen cyve and
ear then, look unto me, hear, and your soul

shaltlive.  # Verily, verily, I sy unto you, -
He that belicveth on me hath cverlasting -
He kath it now, he hath it in me. -
“Y am that bread of fife.”" A very difierent

he”

It
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! as once given of old through Moses. “ Your
! fathers did cat manna in the wilderness, and
j aredead " The munnahad no life in itself.
i If not instantly used, it corrupted and
perished. It had power to sustain life for
a time, but none to ward off death. The
bread from heaven is life-giving and death-
" destroying.  “This is the bread which
cometh down from heaven, that a man may
cat thereof and not die. I am the living
bread; if any man eat of this bread he shall
live for ever and the bread that 1 will give
is my flesh, which I will give for the lifc of
the world.”

However puzzled about the expression of
his coming down from hecaven, Christ's
hearers might readily cnough have under-
stood Him as taking occasion from the
recent miracle to represent Himself, the
truths He taught, and the pattern life He
led, as being for the soul of maun what the
bread is for his body.  But this chanze of
the bread into flesh, or rather, this identi-
fying of the two, this speaking of his own
flesh as yet to be given for the life of the
world, and when so given to be the bread
of which so much had been already said,
startles and perplexes them more than ever.
Not simply murmuring. but striving among
themselves, they xay, * IHow can this man
give us his desh to eat 77 A question quite
akin to that which Nicodemus put when
he said, * How can 2 man be born again
when heis old ™ And treated by Jesus
in like mauner, by a repetition in a still
mare stringent form of the statement at
which exception had been taken : ¢ Verily,
verily, I say unto you, Except ye cat the
flesh of the Son of man, and drink his
blood, ye have no life in you.” To speak
of cating his flesh was sufficiently revolting
to those who understood him literally ; but
to Jewish cars, to those who had been so
positively prohibited from ail use of blood
- as food, how incexplicable, how alinost im-
* pious, must the speaking of drinking of his
blood have been.  Indifferent to the cffect,
our Lord gocs on to repeat and reitemte:
* Whoso catcth my fiesh, and drinketh my
blood, hath cternaliife ; and I wili mise him
up at the last day.  For my flesh is meat
indced, and my blood is drink indeed. He
that catcth my flesh. and drinketh my blood,
dwelleth in mc, and I in him.  As my lis-
ing Father hath zent me,and I live by the
Father : so he that cateth we, even heshall
live by me.”

Such, as I have attempted in the way of
paraphrase to bring them out to view, were

kicd of bread from that of which jou boast * the most silent points in our Lord's address,
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and such the links by which they were
united. Among all our Lord's discourses
in Galilee this one stands by itsclf distin-
guished frowm ali the others by the mavner
in which Christ speaks of Himself.
where clse do you find Him so cptirely
dropping all reserve as to his own position,
character, services, and claims. Let Him
be the Eternal Son of the Father who veiled
the glories of Divinity and assumed the
carb of mortal flesh that he might serve and
suffer and dic for us men and our redemp-
tion, then all that Ile here asserts, requires,
and promises appears simple, natural, ap-
propriate.  Let the great truths of the In-

carnation and Atonenent be rejected, then |
how shall this discourse be shiclded from

the charges of cgotism aod arrogance ?
But Christ’'s manner of speaking to the
people is here as unprecedented as the way
of speaking about Himsclf. Here also there
is the absence of all reserve.  Instead of

avoiding what He knew would repel, He -

secms rather to have obtruded it : answer-

ing no questions, giving no cxplanations,

modifying o statcwents; unsparivgly es-

posing the sclfishness, ungodliness, unbelief

of his auditors. The strong impression is
created that by bringing forth the most
hidden mysteries of the kingdom and
clothing these in forms fitted to give of-
fence, it was his purpese to test and sift,
not the rude mass of" his Galilean hearers
ouly, but the circle of his own discipleship.
Such at least was its effeet; for “ many of

his disciples whea they heard this said, |

This is an hard saying ; who can bear 1t ?7

Jesus does not treat their murmaring ex-

acily as he had that of the Jews; turning
to them, he says, ¥ Doth this about my
coming down from hcaven offend you?”
but “ what and if ye shall sec the Son of
man ascend up where he was before?”

Doth this about cating my flesh and drink- |

ing my blood offend you? It is the

spirit that quickeneth,” the mere flesh ;

without the spirit profiteth nothing, hath
no lifegiving power. It is by no external

act whatcver, by no outward erdinance or :

service, that you are to attain to the life
cverjasting. It is by hearing, belicting,
spiritually coming to me, spiritually feeding
upon me, that this is to be reached. *The
werds that T speak unto you they are the
spirit, and they are the life; still I know, for
T'must speak as plainly to you as to the mul-
titude, “ that there are somne of you that
believe not.  Therefore said I unto you.
that no man can, come unto nc, except it
were given unto him of my Fatker.”  To

No- :
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" have hard things said, and then to have the

i incredulity they generated esposed in such
a way and attributed to such a cause, was
what not a few could not bear; and so from
that time many of his disciples went back
, and walked no more with Him, Within-
finite sadness, such a sorrow as He only
« coun feel, his eye and heart follow them
as they go away; but Ile lets them go
* quietly and without further remonstrance ;
© then, turning to the twelve, he says, “ Wiil
| ye also go away ?°— Lord,” is Peter’s
i prompt reply, ““to whom shall we go? Thou
+ hast the words of eternal life.” What Jesus
" thought of the confession we shall sce, when
not long afterwards it was repeated.  Now
He makes no comment upon it; butas one
upon whose wind the last impression of the
; day was that of sadness over so many who
. were alicnated from Him, He closes the in-
terview by saying, ¢ ITave I not chosen you
twelve, and onc of you is a devil 27
Such were its immediate original results.
What would be the effect of a ficst hearing
or first reading of this discourse now? We
i cannot well answer the question; we have
read and heard it so often, its phrases are
so familiar to our ears, the key to its dark-
est sayings is in our hands. Nevertheless,
“are there pot many to whom some of its
cxpressions wear a hard and repuliave
aspect,—are felt, though they would scarce-
ly acknowledge this to themsclves, as over-
strained and esaggerated? It is not pos-
sible indeed to understand, much less to
sympathise with and appreciate, the fulness
" and richness of meaning involved in many
of these expressions, unless we look to our
Lord’s death as the great propitiation for
our sins, and have had some experience of
~ the cleseness, the tenderness, the blessed-
ness of that mystic bond which incorporates
cach living member of the spiritual bedy
with Christ the living head. IHad Jesus
spoken of 1limself, simply and alone as the
bread of lifc, it had been possible o have
; understood Ilim as setting forth his in-
structions and his example as fumnishing
the best kind of nutriment for the highest
part of our naturc. Even so strong a
| phrase as his flesh being the bread might
. have been interpreted us an allusion to his
* assumption of our nature, and to the benefits
- flowing directly from the Iacarnation. But
when he speaks of his flesh being given for
the life of the world,—when He speaks of
. the drinking of his blood as well as of the
. cating of Iis flesh, pronounces them to v
" the source at first and the support after-
wards of a life that cannot dic, and that wiil
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draw after the resurrection of the body,—

it is impossible to put apy -rational con- '
struction upon phrases like these other than

that which secs in them a reference to our

fountain of the new spiritual life to which
through Him all true believers are be-
gotten,

But although the great truth of the

wrapped up in such utterances, it is not
that aspect of it which represents it as sutis-
fying the claims of justice, or removing
governmental obstacles to the exercise of
merey, which is here set forth, but that
which views it as quickening and sustaining
a new spiritual life within dead human
souls. In words whose very singularity
and reiteration should make them sink deep
into our hearts, our Saviour tells us that
until by faith we realise, appropriate, con-

+

fide in Him, as having given Himself for '
us, dying that we might live,—untilin this |

manner we cat hisflesh and drink his blocd,
we have no life in us. OQur true life lies
in union with and likeness anto God, in

peace with Him, fellowship with Him, har- ;

mony of mind and heart with Him, in the
doing of his will, the enjoyment of his
favour. This life that has baen lost weget
restored to us in Christ. ¢ He that hath
the Son hath life.” We begin to live
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not all tried, to nourish our souls upon that
which does not and cannot satisfy ?  Busi-
ness, pleasure, society, wealth, honour,—

~we try to feed our soul with these, and
Lord’s ztoning death as the spring and

the recurrent cravings of unfilled hearts
tell us that we hase been doing violence to
the first laws and conditions of our nature:
a nature that refuses to be satisfied unless

. by an inward growth in all goodness, and
sacrificial character of Christ's death be

truth, and love, and® purity, and holiness.
Tt is to all of us as engaged in the cndless
fruitless task of feeding with the husks of
the earth a spirit that pantsafter the glory,
the honour, and the immortality of the
heavenly places, that Jesus comes saying.
“Whercfore do ye spend money for that
which is not bread, and your labour for
that which satisfieth not?” ¢ am the
bread of life; my flesh is meat indeed, my
blood is drink indeed.”

Bread is a dead thing in itself; the
life that it supports, it did nothing to
originate. But the bread from heaven

. brings with it the life that it afterwards

$ -
; sustans.

Seeret and wonderful is the pro-

. cess by which the living organism of the

Him by Christ's death, we begin to love, ‘
and trust, and serve, and submit to our

Father who is in heaven; when distance,
fear, and doubt give place to filial confi-
dence.

|

human body transmutes crude dead matter
into that vital fluid by which the ever-wast-
ing frame is recruited and reinvigorated.
More sceret, more wonderful the process by
which the fulness of life and strength and

. peace and holiness that lic treasured up in
when, traght of Christ and reconciled to °

the living Saviour passes into and becomes
part of that spiritual framework within the
soul which groweth up into the perfect man
in Christ Jesus. In one respect the two
processes differ.  In the one it is the in-

We pass from death unto life, - ferior clement assimilated by thie superior.

when out of Christ there floweth the first : the inorganic changed into the organic by
currcnt of this new being into our soul. | the energy of the latter; in the other, it is
The life that thus emanates from IHim is | the superior clemeut descending into the
cver afterwards entirely dependent upen

Uim for its maintenance and growth.
Every living thing craves food. It &if

fers from a dead thing in this, that it must

find something out of itself that it can take

in, and by some process more or less cla-

borate assimilate to itsclf; using it to re-
pair the waste vital cneryy, to build up the
life into full maturity and strength. Such
a thing as a sclf-originated, sclf-cnclosed,
selfsupporting life you can find nowhere
but in God. Of all the lower formsof life
upon this carth, vegetable and animal, it is
truc that by n blind, unerring instinet cach
secks and finds the food that suits it best,
that serves to preserve, expand, and perfect.

inferior, by its presence and power trans-
muting the earthly into the heavenly. the
carnal into the spiritual.  There are forms
of life which, derivative at first, become
dependent afterwards.  The child severs
itsclf from the parent, to whom it owes its
breath, and lives though that parent dies.
The bud or the branch lopped off from the
parent stem, rightly dealt with, lives on
though the old stem witheraway.  But the
soul cannot sever itself from Him to whom
it owcs its sceend birth. It cannot live dis-
jointed from Christ. It is in Him it lives

_and moves and has its being, and the life

It is the hizh but perilous prerogative of

our nature that we are left free to choose
our food. We may try, do try,—have we

it derives from Him it has all the more
abundantly in cxact proportion to the close.
ness, the constancy, the lovingness. the
heartiness of its embrace of and its abidieg

. in Him.
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Closer than the closest of all earthly bonds
is the vital union of the believer with
Christ. One roof may cover them whoare
kait in the most intimate of human rela-
tionships. But beneath that roof, within
that family circle, amid all the endearing
intercourse and communion, a dividing line
runs between spirit and spirit ; each dwells
apart, has within a hermit sphere of its own
to which it can retircgginto which none can
follow or intrude. But what saith our
Lord of the connexion between Himself
and cach of his own? “He that eateth
my flesh and drinketh my blood, dwelleth
in me, and I in him.” e opens Himself
to us as the hiding-place, the resting-place,
the dwelling-place fur our spirit. We flee
unto Him, and He hides us in the sceret
of his presence, and keeps us sceretly in
that pavilion. What a safe and happy
home! How blest each spirit that has cn-
tered it! But more wonderful than our
dwelling in Him, is his dwelling in us.
What is there in us to attract uch a visi-
tant ?—what room within our souls suitabie
to receive HHim?  Should e come, should
He enter, what kind of reception or enter-
tainment can we furnish to such a guest ?
Yet e comes—Ile deigns to enter— He ae-
cepts the pour provision—the imperfect ser-
vice. Nay, more. thoughexposed to many
a slight, and many an opcn insult, He still
waits on , haspity, has patience, forgets, for-
forgives , acts as no other guestin any other
dwelling ever acted but Himself. “ Behold I
stand at the door and knock. If any man
bear my voice, and open the door, I will
come in to him, and sup with him, and he
withme.”  * If any man love me, he will

keep my word, and my Father will love him,

and we will come in to him and make our
abode with him.”
To a still higher conception of the inti-

macy of the univn between Himself and his |

own does Jesus carry us: ¢ As the living
Yather hath sent me and I live by the
Father, so he that catcth me shall live by
me.” It would seem as if all the carthly
imagery clsewhere cmployed—that of the
union of the branches with the vine, of the
members with the head, of the building
with the foundation-stone,—however apt,
were yet defective, as if for the only fit,
full emblem Jesus had to rize up to the
heavens to find it in the closest a..d most
mysterious union in the universe, the cter-
nal inconceivable, ineffablc union between
the Father and Himself, —* That thcy all
may be one, as thou, Father, art in me,
and I in thee, that they also may be onc in
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us—TI in them and thou in me, that they
may be made perfect in one.”

There i3 a resemblance approaching al-
most to a coincidence between the language
that Jesus used in the synagogue of Caper-
naum and in the upper chamber at Jerusa-
lem, on the night of his betrayal. Tk
bread that I will give,” he said to the pro-
miscuous audience of Galileans, “is my
flesh, which I will give for ihe life of tLe
world.”  # Take, eat,” such is his language
in iostituting the Supper; ¢ this is my
body broken for”—or as St. Luke has it—
‘“given for you.” In either case the
bread turns into the flesh or body of the
Lord. There bad been no wine used
in the feeding of the five thousand, and
so in the imagzery of the synagogue ad-
dress, borrowed obviously from that in-
cident, no mention of wine was made.
There was wine upon the supper-table at
Jerusalem, and so, just as the bread
which was before Him was taken to repre-
sent the body, the wine was taken to repre-
sent his blood. That very eating of his
flesh and drinking of his blood, of which so
much was said at Capernaum, Jesus, in
instituting the ordinance of the Supper,
taught his disciples to identify with a true
union with Hiwself. So close is the cor-
l respondence that many have been led to

think that it was to the Eucharist, and to
it exclusively, that Jesus referred in his
Capernaum address. We cannot tell all
. that was then in our Saviour’s thoughts.
It may have been that in imagination He
anticipated the time when He should sit
down with the twelve. The Holy Com-
! munion may have been in his eyc as He
.pke within the Galilean synagogue. But
there is nothing in what He said which
points to it and to it alone. He speaks of
. the coming to Him, the believing in Him
as the cating of the bread which is his flesh.
; He speaks of spiritual life owing its cum-
mencement, as well as its continuaace, to
such coming, such believing, such eating.
Is it in the ordinance of the Supper, and
in it alone, that we so come and believe,
cat and live? Is there no finding and
having, no feeding upon Christ but in the
Holy Sacrament? Freely admitting that
to no season of communion, to no spiritual
act or exercise of the believer, do the strik-
ing words of our Lord apply with greater
propricty and furce than to that season and
that act, when together we show forth the
Lord’s death till Be come again, we can-
not confine them to that ordinance.

WiLLian Haxya.
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