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S8 PROGRESS OF THE REDEEMER'S KINGDOM
: DURING THE PAST YEAR.

Much of the work of Christ is necessarily
hidden from the eye ot man. The good
seed germinates in the darkness; and it
¢ lives aud grows perhaps long before we can
P, o any cvidence of vitality. But there are
B signs of progress and of retrogression in
. Clristian work, concerning which we can
G hardly bo mistakea. We dare not indulge
B i statistics of true conversions, We do
B ot presume to search the heart.  Still less
§ would we sit in judgment on this and
B that branch of the universal Church, and
§ venture to say that one is doing its duty
while another fails. Our field of observa-
tionis simply external: if we judge tho
tree we judge humbly by its fruit, bearing

B¢ itmind all the while how liable we are to

X
Looking at ENGLAXND, we cannot speak
R . of much progress. A stupendous revo-
B lotion is certainly going on, and the
f. forces of truth and error were never in more
§ exasperated conflict.  The traditional Pro-
§ tstantsm of the Established Church has
B been assailed by rationalism and Romanism,
§. DOtk from within and from without. The
§* faifor and the opea foc are alike active.
f Colerivo is still the legal Bishop of Natal,
 buta voluntary Bishop has been appointed
by the ecclesiastical authorities, so that now
thr isactual and formal schism in the
¢ Faglisk Church. We do mot venture to
,‘ prodict how far it may extend; but it cer-

tain that to a Jarge proportion of the people
~Engstignism is becoming more irksome
mry year, and that Church independence

o~

has am unusual number of ardent advo-
cates. Ominous, indeed, are the conflicting
movements now going on within the Church
of England—Rationalism, Ritualism, renk
Popery, rampant Infidelity, and covert
Atheism; but withal the Gospel is faith-
fully preached in thousands of her pulpits,
and within her pale are multitudes of the
best of men. Happily Evangelical Dissent
was never more healthy and vigorous; and
the Presbyterian Church has exhibited un-
wonted vigour in London and elsewhere
throughout the kingdom. P
ScoTLaxD has been the scene of remark-
able friumphs of the Gospel among the
sunken masses of the large cities, and also
among the fishermen along the consts;
The Union movement was the most note-
worthy feature of the Scottish ecclesiastioal
world. Latterly an earnest opposition has
been organized in the Free Church which
may retard if not prevent the Union. The
appointment of Dr. Durr as Professor
of Evangelistic Theology is a sign of the
times,—which shows the increasing im-
portance attachea to the evangelization of
the heathen, and the due preparation of
agents for the noble work. A vigorous
Anti Patronage movement has at length
sprung up in the Established Church.
IrerLaxp was the scene of increasing
political and politico-religious agitation.
The Establishment appears to be doomed
to speedy overthrow, and the Presbyterian
Regium Donum may have to be swept away
with it. 1t is not likely that the spiritual
life of cither of these churches would suffer
by the change—Romanism has held its
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own in Ircland with astonishing pertinacity.
The Established Church has utterly failed
as a mission church, and it seems highly
probable that its success would be great as
a “ frec’’ church.

Of the Protestant churches of the Euro-
pran Continent we can say butlittle. The
conflict between Rationalism and ortho-
doxy within the National Reformed Church
of France, continues with great violence.
Hitherto the advantage on every practical
point has been with the orthodox. A
preacher who made no secret of denying
the Divinity of Christ, has been expelled,
and thereisnow comparative soundness in
the pulpits. The Evangelical Church in
its various subdivisions shows signs of vi-
tality. The most noticeable evangelistic
effort of the year in France was in connec-
tion with the Exhibition, where two and a
half millions of Testaments were circulated,
besides other portiens of the Scriptures,
and good books and tracts.—In Holland the
basis of the national church has been
widened so as to include all Protestant
denominations ; but we cannot venture to
say that this is a movement in the interest
of trut®—In Germany there is a contest
between the High Lutherans on the one
hand, and on the other the Reformed and
Low Lutherans. The late war, and the
consequent unification of the country, is
not without its effect on the churches. The
religious as well as the ceclesiastical world
is in a state of effervescence. Hungary,
and some other parts of the Austrian em-
pire are stirred with strange new symptoms
of spiritual life— reminding on-lookers of
the great Methodist movement in England.

In the United States the last winter and
spring witnessed extensive and powerful
revivals. The increase in some churches
was unprecedented; and California was
visited with the first remarkable revival in
its history. The same battle that is going
on in England between Ritualism and Evan-
gelical religion, is raging in the United
States in thej bosom of the Episcopal
Church, threatening its destruction. In the
Latheran Churcha similar contest is also
going on.—The Methodists of the United
States have signalized the hundredth year

of their existence on this side of the Sea by
collecting the magnificent sum of sevey
MILLIONS OF DOLLLARS for denoming-
tdonal purposes! The Presbyterians com-
menced & Union movement which is likely
to prove successful, their Convention in
Philadelphia having been one of the moss
remarkable gatherings of the age.— The
American churches have done much during
the year to clevate and christinnize the
freedmen of the South,

The Protestant Churches in the British
Colonies generally show progress. There
are now about three hundred Presbyterian
ministers in Australia, and five hundred in
British America. The Episcopal churches
in the Colonics are generally learning to be
independént of the Anglican establishment,

Let us now turn for a brief glance at the
Papal world. We do not know where to
ngto real progress on the part of Popery
exeept in England and Scotland, and thero
chicfly among the degenerate portious of
the aristocracy, whose minds had been pre-
pared for perversion by High Church fol-
lies.—The contest relative to the temporal
power of the Pope has been carried on with
some wildly exciting episodes. Garibaldi
marched to Rome, and he would undouht-
edly have snatched the prize had not France
interfered. While Ttaly is irritated to mad-
ness against the Pope, & spirit of servile
loyalty has been manifested in other and far
distant lands. Garibald: and his followers
denounce and reject the spiritual as well as
the temporal power of their mortal foe, and
it is remarked that now =all Italians are
Garibaldians. Once more the Papal throne
rests upon French bayonets, amidst the de-
rision of Europe.—Evangelical work has
made more than average progress during
the year.—In Austria the Concordut has
been o dead letter. Protestantism is tolera:
ted ; religion is free.—Spain is still legally
closed against the Gospel, but doors of en-
trance have been found, and more evan
gelical work performed than during any
one of thelast twenty-five years. Thesamo
is also true of Portugal.

Reviewing the religious features of the
year, we must not forget the great, gather-
ing of tho Bishops and other ecclesinstics
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B8« Romein May—and at Rheims in August
¥ —the Pen-Anglican Synod—the Notting-

ham Cengress—the Evangetieal Alliance
mecting at Amsterdam——the Christinn As-
socintion meetings at Paris aad at Montreal.
Nor must we everlook the very successful
offorts made by churches on different sides

B of the sea to beeome better acquainted with

ech other by the interchange of deputics.

§  Foreign Mission work is at the same time
b stestof vitalisy at home and a means of
B govth abroad.  How has lnst year left its
B ok on the Forcign field 2 Generally
speaking, old missions have been sustained
and extended, and rew centres of light
B cstablished. In China the labours of mis-

8 sonarics have brought forth more results

last year than during the last ten years, In
India it is noted that only one carof Jugger-
nant could be started at the festival of that

B (ol and the one car could not be moved
BR butashort distance. The beneficial influ-
M coce of Christianity is extending far beyond
B is outward professors. In Madagascar,
W o, there is marked progress. All the

great societies, such as the London Mission-

B} ary Socicty, the American Board of Com-

B misioners, &c., report increased receipts

B :ndextended operations. The missionaries

of the Old School Presbyterian Church

tave completed and published a Japanese

B Dictionary, which will afford great aid to

B fiture labourers. A Bible House has been
B8 sublished in Constantinople.—Persecution

W8 ssuailed our Presbyterian brethren in Egypt.
W Thcstorm is pot over yet; it was truly
BN disastrous ; but it served at least to widen
R ed intensify interest in the good work.
g A most hopeful symptom is that while
B8 Cod is opening new fields for evangelistic
W efort, His Spirit is moving young men,
g itudents in colleges, to devote themselves
g ©the work. There are now more than
R fity students in American Presbyterian
@ Colleges, candidates for Foreign Mission
8 wok. Another equally hopeful sign is that

thurches gatheréd ia heathen lands are be-
wfning self-sustaining, and also manifest
missionary zeal.

Let us look at the world in the most
bopeful aspect, still it is dreadful to think
thatan overwhelming majority of the earth’s

inhabitants sit in heathen darkness, fur
from the means of grace. When is this
fearful mass of darkness and death to be
pierced by the light of the Gospel? Oh,
what a loud call to all who love God and
man to be up and doing! The population
of the world is increasing perhaps at a rate
greater than Christian effort for the salva-
tion of the world. How then can we over-
take the stupendous task? God can help
us : He ig willing—He is waiting to do so.

PO,
THE YOUNG.

A work of immense magnitude and im-
portance has to be accomplished for Christ
on carth. The Kingdoms of this world
have to be brought into subjection to Him
who is King of kings and Lord of lords
The kingdom of Satan hasto be over-
thrown. The idols have to be broken, and
the world’s inhabitants led to sit at the feet
of Jesus, clothed and in their right mind.
The Youxc must be God’s helpers in this
vast work. Xe is preparing the way,
ordering the battle, organizing victory.
The Pope is trembling on his throne; his
dependence is on the French army, anc that
stay may fail him at any moment. But
while the Pape is in sore trouble, Popery
was never bolder or more aggiossive than
now in Protestant countries. The young
will very likely see the erisis of the battlo
between Christ and antichrist, if indeed we
do notsec it now. How carefully thercfore
should we train the young, in an intelli-
gent, loving, faithfal Protestantism. Then
think what glorious triumphs of Pivine
grace in heathen lands are in the near
future! The gospel is leavening, slowly
but surely, the great nations of Asia, and
the dark tribes of Africa. The Bible is
printed and circulated in the languages
most widely spoken by mankind. If the
next quarter of a century shonld show pro-
gress in the same ratio with the last quarter,
how much more bright and hopeful the as-
pect of the would!~Let us prepare the
young for the heavy respensibilities and the
glorious privileges awsiting them, in con-
nection with mission werk. God acks their
help now, and He will needitall tho days
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of their lives. Train them carly to help
the Lord in His battle with the mighty,

Physical science is making astonishing
progress every year. Traders and adven-
turers are penetrating to the loneliest and
most secluded regions of the world, They
carry with them more or less of the light of
civilization ; they pave the way directly or
indivectly for the bringer of Glad-tidings.
The demand for the “ Light” is increasing
every day, and so arc the opportunities for
diffusing it. What must not the demand
be in a few yvears! What must be the ves-
ponsibilities of hose who are now young,—
who are attending our day schools, and our
Sabbath schools, when the euds of the earth
shall be brought as it were to our Jdoors, by
Railways, Steamers and Telegraphs, and
when intercourse will be not only practi-
cable, butinevitable. Parents and teachers
should bear constantly in mind, the cver
increasing work to be done for God, by each
successive genceration; and let the young
be led carly to do something,—to do what
they can, be it much or little. The mind
should be stored with corrcct knowledge,
and sound doctrine. TFeclings of charity,
strong, purc and true, should be cultivated,
and the hands should never beidle in God’s
causc—even the hands of the children.

The battle against Infidelity, Unitarian-
ism, Universalism, and error in all its forms
will very likely prove more arduous and
dangerous in the near futurc than ever be-
fore. We, who are established in the faith,
should carefully train our children, and
the young committed to our care to fight
this battle, and to encounter fearlessly all
the assaults of the foe, however fierce,
or frequent, and however crafty.

The children of our own Church should
be well instructed in God’s Word, and also
4n the subordinate standards of the Church.
The shorter Catechismm and the Confession
-of Faith should be more popular, even than
they are among us. ‘“ Perilous times’ are
coming which shall prove our faith, et
s train in view of the day of trial, as the
.soldier does for the battle field. We do
not know what may be in the womb of the
future, but we know thatno preparation

can be bettor or more safe in every event,

than a Joving acquaintance with God's
Word, and a willingness ever to work for
God. Tor there is nothing like honest
labour in the Gospel field to curb the wilg
passion for speculation, and to strengthen
““faith, hope and charity” by keeping the
soul near to Christ.

If the we wish to see our childrer £row-
ing up in the ways of peace, truth aud
virtue ; if we wish to leave the worid betper
than we find it ; and if we wish that it
shounld be still better after we shall have
gone to our long home, let us do what in
us lies to instil sound principles into thejr
minds, and give them constant opportuni.
ties for exercising their, hearts and handsin
God’s cause. Let them assist the poor;
let them canvass for more scholars to at-
tend the Sabbath School ; let them collect
for the Dayspring, or for any of the
“Schemes of the Church.” Encourage

‘them to exercise the virtues of frugality and

liberality, which must always go hand .
hand. Teach them the necessity of show-
ing forth their faith in Christ, and their
love to Iim by acts of sclf denial, and g
never failing spirit of sacrifice, children who
love Christ are the strength and ornameng
of the Charch and the hope of the world.
SO
MISSIONARIES TO JAMAICA,

Our readers are generally aware of the
fact that the Rev. Thomas Downie, late of
Antigonish, has aecepted the charge of the
old and flourishing congregation of Hamp.
den, in Jamaica, and we think we are no
mistaken in the opinion that the follow-
ing remarks from the pen of our estcemed
brother will bé read with deep interest.
Another of our clergymen, Rev. William
Murray, recently of Cornwallis, has also
accepted an appointment in the service of
the U. P. Church, to labour in Jamaies,
and has sailed, with Mrs. Murray and-chil
dren, for their destination, since the issueof
our Iast number. Mr. Murray was not
only an carnest labourer in his congregs-
gation, but an active and very useful member
of our Church Courts, and %0 trast that
the Great Master will open: to hima wide
door and effectual, and give himgrace sud

' .
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arngth to enter an occupy with fidelity
and geal. .
Notes on Jamaica.
FROM MR. DOWNIE'S LETTERS.

«Jamaica is at present in a depressed
aare commereially, It is not now the mine
of wealth that it once was. Were one to
aedit all that was said on the subject, he

Bl ould imagine that poverty prevailed from

cnc end of the island to the other. Jamaica,
Jowever, is poor only in comparison with
is former riches.  There is still a great
B ial of business done, and there are still
nany wealthy people on the island.  The

B . among the coloured population, is en-

§ urprise and forcthought. ~ Many of the
weroes are industrious, but few of them
«om to have the tact of turning their in-
dustry to the greatest advantage. Many of
tan are indolent, but idleness is not so
ammon among them as is generally rep-

B cented. Ibelieve that one great evil here,
M i the case with which they can make a

g hing. They have no winter to provide
tir, no fuel to seek, their clothing on weck
&ys is of the plainest and lightest deserip-
W o, althongh most of them dress very
§ fshionably on Sabbath. For months they
an live on mangoes, which grow in great
§ dundance on the trees, for months on
taad-frait, for months on gooscherries,
which resembie in shape and taste the com-
B mon pea, besides having a great variety of
Bl oher fruits.  The trees here are always
@ e, anl cach month prodauces a fresh
B [ofasion of fruits. Yet with all this abun-
B dince, the peasantry, taken as a whole, are
giorer than the people generally in Nova
B S:otia, where there is a winter of six months
B duration to contend with.  Speaking of the
fmits of Jamaica, I may say, many of them
R e delicious, but others are, to my taste at
B least, insipid.
B “Iam now settled at Hamden, seven
W niles from Falmouth, on the north side of
& hmaica.  The drive from Falmouth to
g lamden is a gradual ascent, and we are
thout 500 feet above the level of the sea.
tamden is much cooler than Falmouth,
which again is much cooler than Montego
Bay. The last mentioned place is shut in
brthe Bay from the land and sca-breeze,
shercas Falmouth stands on a promontory,
i has a breeze constantly playing on it.
“Iam very much delighted with my
spaere of labour. The congregation is a
wiy large one, and is for a Creole congre-
sqation, very well organized. In some of
the Jamaica. congregations the minister has
waet as treasurer.  Here I have both a
tasurer and & number of collectors. There
e twenty-three Sabbath School teachers,
ad the classes are very well conducted.
The teachers meet for business every quar-
tr. There arve three week-day schools

connected with the congregation. Two of
the teachers draw salaries from the Mission
Bocrd, and make what they can of the fees.
T'he third teacher gets the fees of his school,
and draws a salary from the Taylor be-
quest.  The reason why he draws nothing
from the Board is that a number of years
ago he was suspended from the charch. He
is now restored, and is & consistent mem-
ber, but the standing fule of the Board is
to give no aid in such cases. Ile gets also
a small salary from the Session funds.

“T should like to sc¢” Hampden become
sclf-supporting, but the ministers here tell
me if I get them to pay £200 of the salary,
it is as much as can be expected, while the
Board pays the other £50. They support
the congregational missionary without as-
sistance from the Board, have to pay school
fees for the children, have taxes to meet,
and have to sustain u large number of poor
people out of the congregational funds,

“"The congregation here reside chiefly in
villages. Iam arranging to hold a meeting
at each of these villages once & month, At
each village there is a_hall, or, as they call
it, & praying house. I hold these meetings
at 7’oelock in the morning, before the peo-
ple go to their work. At Ehenezer, on the
South side of the island, where I spent &
number of weeks, the people own their own
land, and arc well off Here the great
majority work on the sugar estates from
Monday till Thursday, and on_their own
provision grouf\ds on Friday and Saturday.
The great mass arc not able to do much.
The highest contributor in Ilampden is 2
negro who wasonce a slave. He is a mason,
and reeently bought a beautiful estate near
Hampden.  He drives to church in his car-
riage every Sabbath. He gives £10 sterling
per annum for stipend.

“You will naturally enquire whether
missions to the black population has been
a success or a failure. ~ In a letter which I
received from one of the ministers in Ja-
maica, immediately after my arrival, one
counsel he gave me was to suspend my
judgment, and not to express an opinion
about the spiritual condition of the people,
for at least a year. The advice was, I
think, a good one, for I may say that my
views about the state of religion in the
island are every day undergoing a modifica-
tion. Speaking in general terms, I may
say, that missions to a large extent have
been a success, There arc doubtless many,
who by missionary influcnce have become
the genuine subjects of Divine grace, and
who for many years have exhibited a de-
portment according with their Christian
profession. The very countenances of such
indicate the chaunge that has passed over
them. As I have heard ministers remark,,
and I myself have observed they lose the
degraded look of their unreclaimed brethren..

i e v e g a2
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Much good of & negative character has also
been accomplished, though this is often
overlooked in estimating the result of mis-
sionary lebour. Vice has widoubtedly been
largely checked by the faithful teachings of
the missionaries. During the days of sla-
very, vice was all but universally practised,
and the marriage rite was scarcely recog-
nized. Now, though vice prevails, it does
not to anything like the extent that it did
formerly.

“But while I say that great and cxten-
sive good has been done, the painful fact
cannot be concealed, that there are still
thousands living in hardened indifferonce,
after ycars of devoted effort have been ex-
pended on them. Every year also witnesses
the painful fact, that while missiona.ies, (I
mean, Presbyterian missionaries,} use the
utmost care in the admission of members,
and only graat admission after long cate-
chising, and many faithful admonitions,
both 'n the cavndidate cluss and in private,
some who become members, with every ap-
pearance of sineerity, and who act consist-
ently for a year or two, at length relape
into indifference, and have their name taken
from the roll.

“The great difficulty with which the
Church here will have to contend, is the
training of the native ministry. ‘The Mon-
tego Bay Academy was established with
the view cf raising an adequate supply of
ministers for the island. Of the 40 teachers
employed in the week day schools, nearly
all were educated in Montego Bay. Afew
have gone through a course’of Theological
study. and are now pastors of churches,
but thereare difficulties in the way of their
success. In nearly all the churches there
are black, brown and white people. The
blacks do not like a brown minister, and
the browms do not like a black, while the
whites do not care for either. All, how-
«ever, unite under s white minister, if he
has a popular address, and his maners are
acceptable, so that for many years to come,
Jif the mission is to be carried on with har-
aneny and vigour. a supply of white minis-
ters will be needed. Some of the black
ministers amang the Baptists, Methodists,
;and Moxravians, have turned out very badly.
The Independents in Jamaica have given
wup the project of educating a black ministry
altogether,

¥ am happy to say that Mrs. D.. the
two children, and myself, are well. I have
xot yet had a day’ssicknesssince I came to
Jamaica. A tropical climate proves inju-
rious to some comsuruiions after a few
years, but others stand it well, and continue
to enjoy excellent health. The Rev. Mr.
Aird, of Bellevue, one of my nearest neigh-
bours, has been over thirty years in Ja-
maica, but he is as ruddy-cheked and
healthy looking as any man one can fancy
of his age.”’

Ow Foveign Rigsiong,

NEW HEBRIDES NMISSION.

Meeting of the Board of Foreign
Missions.

The Board met at New Glasgow, on the
1st ult. Letters were read from Rev, Dr.
Geddie, Rev. Mr, Gordon and Rev. My,
McNair, As the greater portion of thess
letters are published in our present number,
it is unnecessary to give any synopsic of
their contents. We may notice, however,
that Mr. MeNair’s letter covered one from
R. G. Finlay, Treasurer of Reformed Pres.
byterian Mission Board, informing him of
the appointment of another missionary to
the New Hebrides from Scotland,

The Board expressed gratification at this
intelligence; and in view of all the infor-
mation received from the lettcrs read, as
well as from those latcly published from
Rev. Mr. Morrison, agreed to the following
resclution :—

«“Tn vicw of all the information laid be”
fore the Board, by the letters from the mis.
sionatics, and the minutes of the mission
council, the Board desire to express ther
unteigned gratification at hearing from our
missionaries, and learning that they wero
generally able to prosecute their work ; their
dzep sympathy with them on the mamifold
trials and perils by which some of them aro
now exposed ; and their determination to
commend them constantly in prayer to the
care and keeping of the Great Shepherd of
Tsrael, who is able to preserve them from
the plots of unreasonable and wicked men,
and to make them instrumental in largely
promoting his declarative glory.” :

The object of publishing this resolution §
is to widen and enlarge the circle of plead-
ers with God, that our missionaries on
Erromange, and Mr. Neilson ou Tanna
(should he have gone there) should not
only be preserved, but be blessed in turniog

men on these islands from the service of ¥

Satan to the service aud enjoyment of the 'fj..':'
living God. '
P. G. McGreGOR, Sec’y.

Hdlifax, Jan. 28th, 1868.
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Annual Meeting of Mission Council.

Aneiteum, Sept. 3rd, 1867.
FIRST SEDERUNT.

Which day, at Ancligruhat, was held the
amual meeting of the New Hebrides Mis-
sion. DPresent, Dr. Geddie, Messrs. Inglis.
2aton, Cupeland, Morrison, Gordon, Cosh
gnd Neilsou, and Capt. Fraser. Dr. Geddio
occupied the chair, and opened the meeting
with praise, reading of the scriptures and
peayer, after which he read a suitable ad-
dress on the nobility, difticulty, and encou-
rgements of the missionary work., M.
Paton having been appointed chairman for
the nuxt twelve months, called on Messrs.
McFarlane and Gordon to engage in devo-
tional exercises, after which it was resolved,
inter alto,—

1. That the reasons for Mr. McNair’s
absence be sustained.

2. That the Rev. S. McFarlane, of the
Loyalty Istands Mission, who was present,
be invited to take a seat in the meetingand
ke a part in the deliberations.

3. That the minutes of last general
meeting be sustained.

4. That this meeting having heard the
minutes of the various special meetings
held during the year by committees of the
New Hobrides Mission, together with verbal
esplanations on various points, approve
generally of the course adopted by these
wmmittees, and thank them cordially for
their diligence in the various matters that
lave came before them.

SECOND EEDRRUNT.

5 That having heard the reports of the
missionarieslabouring on the several islands,
this meeting accept the same, and express
its thankfulness to God that, comnsidering
the many difficulties to be overcome, the
work is on the whole in such 2 favourable
state.

6. That Dr. Geddie and Mr. Copeland
be appointed to prepare a schedule, to be
filled up annually by the missionaries, giv-
ing at once a view of the state of the work
on the group.

THIRD SEDERUNT.

The subject of Mr. Neilson’s settlement
was brought up, and at the close of the
sederunt the consideration of it was deferred
till another time.

September 4th, 1867,
RCURTH SEDERUNT.

. Thereport of the committee on the traffic
‘n natives of these islands was received, and
die committee thanked for their diligence
ad reappointed, with instructions to write
sletter to the Wesleyan Mission, Figii, to
prepare an abstract of the report for publi-
tation, and a petition to the Australian
ad Home Governments, praying that o

full investigation be made of the manner in
which the traffic is carried on, that the
helpless natives may be protected and the
interests of our common humanity secured.

FIFTH SEDERUNT.

1. The subject of Mr. Neilson’s settle-
ment having been resumed, it was agreed
that in all the circumstances of the case he
be appointed to Port Resolution, Tana,

2. That a comunittee be appointed to
examine the documents lately received re-
specting the Dayspring,—said committee
to consist of Messrs. Geddie, Inglis, Paton
and Copeland, aund to report to a future
meeting.

3. 'That the report of Dr. Geddic and
Mr. Neilson, as deputations in the Day-
spring to the New Hebrides and Loyaley

slands, be accepted, and that the departure
on the part of the latter from the minutes
be approved of.
September 5th, 1867.
SIXTH SEDERUNT.

That the reasons assigned by Capt. Fraser
for his not leaving Melburne at the appoint-
ed time be sustained.

SEVENTH SEDERUNT.

The Rev. S. McFarlaue having address-
ed the meeting and said that the Loyalty
Islands brethren are fully satisfied with the
service which they have received from the
Dayspring—that he is about to proceed to
Aaustralia, and wishes to bring the claims of
the Dayspring before the Congregational
Churches, but as various misunderstand-
ings have arisen in the Colonies as to the
ownership and sailing of the Dayspring, he
is desirous to be in & position to remove
these misapprehensions, and wishes the
meeting to furnish him with a written state-
ment on this subject. Itis resolved that
this meeting cordial weleome Mr. McFar-
lanc among them, and assure him and those
whom he represents, that this Mission has
neverdeparted from the original agrcement
respecting the vessel, and has no wish to do
so; that while the legal and responsible
owners of the vessel are the Presbyterian
Church of the Lower Provinces of British
North America and the Reformed Presby-
terian Church of Scotland, the vessel Is
held for the benefit of both the New Hebri-
des and Loyalty Islands Mission, and to
be sailed under the direction of both Mis-
sions, and that each Mission shall bearg
fair and equitable proportion of her ex-
penses.

That this mceting decply sympathize
with the Directors of the London Mission-
ary Society, the missionaries in these scas,
and especially with Capt. Williams on the
loss of the Jokn Williams, but wonld re-
spectfully suggest for their consideration, if
it would not, 1 the altered civcumstances



36 The Mome any Forcign Record. Feb,

——

of the times, be a more advantageous and | he be authorized to have printed 1000 copics
cconomical arrangement to leave the mis- | of Matthew’s gospel in the Fate language,
sions in Western Polynesia to be served by | as also a psalter, and to advance in evey
the Dayspring alone, and to procure a ves- | possible way the interests of the mission.
sel of similar character to be employed That this meeting, recognizing the valyg.
exclusively for their missions in Lastern | able serviees rendered by Capt. Fraser o
Polynesia, and not to return to England at | this mission, desive to present to him, ing
all. It is the decided opinion of this meet- | tangible form, an expression of their sati.
ing that, under present civcumstances, this | faction with the manner in which, as cap
would be the most advantageous arrange- | tain of the mission vessel, he has performed
ment both for the Society and the missions. | his ardnous duties,—HResolred, That M,
Mornigon be appointed to act in conjunction
September 6k, 1867. | with the deputation from the Loyaliy

. EIGHTH SEDERUNT. Islands, to purchase and present, on reach-
ing Sydney, to Capt. Fraser some articl
with a view to carry out the desive of this
meeting.

That Captain Frascr’s salary le raised to
.£200 sterling per annum.

A minute having been read from the
Harvey Island Mission, requesting the ser-
vices of the Dayspring to visit their out-sta-
tions,— Resolved, That owing to the amount
of work to oe done on this and the Loyalty
groups, it is impossible for the vessel to go Sept. ith, 1867,
this year; but that the deputation in * FENTH SEDERUNT.
the Dayspring be empowered to make The memorial and petition of the Com-
such arrangements on reaching Sydney as : he Traflic in Natives on thes
shall best promote the interests of both Inittee on the Craflic In Aauves on these

issions. Tl he D. -ino shall fivst of Islands having been read, were received, and
missions. - hat the Dagsprong shall st oF 4 4 o committee thanked for their dilizence,
all take back the missionaries to their sta- That Mr. Morrison and Dr Sm:le b

. . o , T v b N M N
“0"]5 '\tlhcg,c.‘l‘" at I*'an.x O"] ";’L, Way 10 | 4ppointed a deputation (with power to add
scttdc R { ‘Tc’ _Soln f‘f ) ana, a?; thence ’?f{" to their number) to present the memarial
cge' t°“°}\‘°3 a ? slands. e s fimish- | 1@ petition of the mission with respect to
cd herwork on that group that she ICWUrn | g0 'v e in natives of these Islands, to the
to Anciteum, proceed thence to Santo, Now South Wales wovernment
calling on_the way at Erromanga for Mr. | oy e "\ oors MEF lane and Morison
S:{élo?(;r I{?’:“ ullv%orsr?":)tr? SI;":‘::E(‘IH tgo dtlg be appointed a deputation to confer and
Sl son, p s arrange with Dr. Steele, with reference to
Shcpherd s Isles, and thence to Ancitcum, postal arrangements for this group
calling at the mission stations intervening. That the Treaswrers of the R;Pwh,c
iF rom ]A"c"\‘i"m Eh‘% Sl'“]{,"-'.ov to 1“3‘}' 0 | Churches in this mission, be requested to
eave there Mr. and Mrs. Neilson, and from | 10060 suin of money in Dr. Steele’s hands

these to the Loyalty group. to meet expenses of postage in Sydney.

. That Mr. Inglis be appointed & depuia- That Ru and Kakita, teachers, at present
tion to attend the annual meeting of the | op Futuna, be removed —the latter to
Loyalty Islands mission. Erakor on Fate, aud the former to Port

That Mr. Inglis be authorized to make | Resolution or elsewhere ; also that Mr
3‘?““&0"}0’“5 with Mr. Ella to print for | Morrison get property to the value of1 £
lis mission. he Teachers sunplics, to purchase
That Dr. Geddie, with Messrs. Morrison 2;(),1(? férmmi f::“];“ﬂ,z ﬁ\:&,ﬁy‘ 0P
and Cosh, be appointed a committee, should That goods to the valuc of £5 be taken
they deem it advisable after the Shepherd®t fom the Teachers supplics, and distributed
Isles have been visited, to transmit the | among the Anciteumese wl.o have attended
minute of last year requesting eastern | to the wants of the six Futuns natives
teachers. brought to this island in January last.
NINTH SEDERUNT. That the head-quarters of the Dayspring
That Messts. Geddic and Inglis be re- | be in Melbourne ; that the Convener of the
appointed to draw up an appeal to the | General Assembly’s Committee on the New
varions Churches interested in this mission | Hebrides mission be agent for the vessl,
for more missionaries. and the Treasurer of the said Comnittcs §
That Mr. Paton be thanked for a contri- | the Treasurer of the ship’s goods ; and that §
bution to the amount of £20 to the teachers | the Rev. Dr. Steele be the agent for the
fund. vessel in Syduey. That if on the arrival Jg
Mr. Morrison having expressed a desire | of the vesscl in Sydney this year, it be ar- 38
to go to the Colonies for medical advice,— | ranged that the Dayspring should proceed
Resolved, That this meeting express their | to Iastern Polynesia as soon as practicable,
sympathy with Mr. Morrison in his circum- | then the necessary repairs shall be effected
stances, and trust that he may soon return { in Sydney, and the vessel sail for the East:
to the field with renewed health ; also that | ward not later than the 15th of February;
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butif the Dayspring is not required to visit
the mission to the IBastward, then she shall
roceed on her voyage forthwith to Mel-
r;ounm, and obtain the necessary repairs
thae, and shall leave Melbourno for the
istamtls not later than the 24th of March,

That Mr. Smith be thanked for actingas
agent of the Dayspring when in Meclbourne
Jast summer.

That Mr, Inglis be appointed to draw up
for publication the annual report of the
Layspring.

That Mr. Paton be appointed to draw up
an aceount of the labours of the native
teachers on this group, in answer to a cir-
calarieceived from the Rev. Mr. McDonald,
Convener of the General Assembly’s Com-
mittee on the New Ilebrides mission.

That Messrs. Inglis and Neilson be ap-
pointed to make up the Teachers’ supplies
for this year ; aund that goods to the value
of £2 he taken {rom the Teachers supplies,
to purchase food for cach of the teachers
who may be sent to Faté,

‘That the next annual meeting be held
on Ancitemm, at Mr. Inglis’ station, on the
Istof August, or as soon after as possible.

Letter from Dr. Geddie.
Aneiteum, Sept. 16, 1867.

My Drar BroTuner, — The annual
meetng of our mission was lately held on
s Ishind. I send you a copy of the
minutes. ‘They have not yet heen copied
into the minute hook, and are still ina rude
state, but they will give you some idea of
what has been done.

Letters from Nova Scotia as late as April
have reached us. I have nothing of import-
ance to report to you. MMr. Neilson has
teen appointed to Tanna, and I expect to
accompuny him there and spend some time
with hon, A band of natives will accom-
pany me to build his house. May God
bless this new effort to plant the gospel on
that istand,

As our present chance of sending letters
is a somewhat uneertain one, we shall not
send many letters.  The Dayspring will sail
{‘ur]Ans(mlia, and we will send our mail

v her, !

Kind remembrance to Mrs. MeGregor
and family. Ever yours, &c.,

JonN GEDDIE.
Rev. P. G. McGrEGOR.

Letter from Rev. Mr. McNair.

Dillon’s Bay, Erromanga,
5th September, 1867,
My Dear Sir,—Of our allocation you
#e doubtless long ere this made fully aware,
through Mr. McCullagh and other corres-
pudents,  Of the state of Faté, and of Mr.
Gordon’s plans in regard to the evangeliza-

tion of Sauto, the missionarics more imme-
diately concerned are of age, they can speak,
and I davesay they have already spoken for
themselves on the subject,  With respect
to this island, and especially its present
condition, you will naturally look to me for
something, which, with your pleasure, I
shall now endeavour to describe. The
hurricane season we spent on Aneiteum, and
returned in the Dayspring on the 16th of
June. Shortly after our arrival the Erro-
mangans had an engagement not far from
the mission premises, in which a petty chief
fell, and the son of another chief was se-
verely wounded. On the back of that bat-
tle an epidemic broke out similar to thas
which visited Aneitcum last year, and
which is so well described by My, Inglis in
the Reformed Presbyterian 3Magazine, as well
as in the Dayspring veport. So far as we
know, it first manifested itself in an inland
village two miles from the missioz sta-
tion, and from that it spread to other settle-
ments arcund. It is, I think, essentially of
n diptheritic nature, but very variable in
its phases and intensity Phat whi - scizes
the throat with great violence is to be
dreaded most, for it runs its coursc with
awful rapidity. A few days ago our kind
and uscful cook, Nokopen, a strong healthy
young man, was scized in this way, and in
less than twenty-four hours he was in eter-
nity. In such cases, as might Iave been
expected, medicine have little or no eftect.
The discase is too strong to be overcome by
antidotes, 1n milder phases, however, and
especially those in which the chest as well
as the throat and head ave involved, I find
medicines to be invaluable, and chiefly
epecucuanha, followed by steel drops, quin-
ine, &e. It has no respect of persons, old
and young, male and female, take it and
die of it too.

Our general meeting is being held at
Anciteum, and since Mr. Gordon left in
order to attend it, 15 days ago, twenty-four
new cases have occurred on the mission
premises. Of these three have died, and
others are in a very precarious state indeed ;
two more have also died, but who were ill
before Mr. G’s departure. Iu all eight
have already died on the mission grounds.
This is a large proportioa in a population
not exceeding 50 ; but I fear if the malady
rages as it has hitherto done, as many morc
deaths will have to be recorded, and should
it go over the whole island at the same
ratio, one-third of the entire inhabitants
will be cerried off. Among the heathen
tribe where it made its first appearance, as
well as among some of their allies, it has
been very fatal; in the first place it attacked
many of the worst characters on the island,
ana some of those most opposed to Chris-
tianity, have been called without much
warning to their long home.
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Sept. 9th.—Since penning the above I
have to announce the death of another, and
that by far the most important native in
conunection with the mission. He was one
of those who had embraced the gospel in
the day» of the former Mr. Gordon ; he was
half-brother to Wawau Nangare, one of the
principal chiefs near this Bay. He was a
native of singular energy, trust-worthy,
faithiul and honest ; he could be trusted, and
it might be said of him that he did what he
could in ovder to spread the g4spel among
his crafty, cruel, and blood-thirsty conntry-
men. By reason of his open, candid, honest
gud confidential character, as well as by his
connection with the chiefs, he was recognized
on all hands as the substantial friend of
truth and justice; he had access to, and
was hence called upon to act occasio -
ally as mediator between hostile chiefs. ‘e
was thus employed by Mr. Gordon at *he
time of his greatest trials, He was also
most faithful in declaring the trath to his
own tribe every Sabbath afternoon. But
Niowau— honest, faithful Niowau—is no
more. It scems dark, very Jark, very mys-
terious to us that such a useful, true and
faithful servant should be called away at
such a critical time—Dbut so it is. His Lord
and Master had no more work for him
here, and has called Niowau to a better
home, and possibly from sadder aad darker
days to come on the island. On Sabbath
he was at church, and I called on him to
engage in prayet. On Wednesday—our
prayer-meeting day—he was seized with
great violence by disease in the throat.
Mrs. McNair, to whom he was much at-
tached, for he assisted her in the cook-
house, gave him a gargle which she made
for herself. The gargle he thought strong,
but in & short time came back for more,
saying it was good. I gave him steel drops
and epecacuanha ; yet so rapid and strong
was the disease that he could scarcely swal-
low a cup of tea my dear wife gave him in
the eveaing. I ordered him to his house
at ouce, and to put on morcclothes. I en-
deavoured to keep his throat open as well
as to Kkeep up his strength by means of
mustard poultices, brandy and water, quin-
ine, steel drops, &e., but all to no purpose.
He suffered much during Friday, and espe-
cially on Friday night ; by Saturday night
he beeame insensible, and death evident.
About 3 p. m. he breathed his last, and was
buried that same cvening beside the mar-
tyred Gordons. I attended his funcral
along with: four Erromangans. By this last
atteution, you may o some extent judge of
the appreciation and gratide of the peo-
pic to o man who had done so much for
the causc of Christianity among them.

Sept. 10th.—T attended the funeral of an-
other young wan this forenoon. He took
ill ou the Friday last, and dicd last night.

He belonged to Ranvedia, or Cook’s Bg
side of the island; heis the 2nd of the cighg
young men of that side who have died of this
epidemic here—Nokopan being the otley.
‘They are both laid close to the Martyred
Gordons. When so many are dying, hoth
among the Christian party and the heathen
around us you will probably be anxious to
Iearn what may be the feeling of the later
toward us’ at such a crisis. You are ]
daresay aware that there are now no for-
cigners in the shape of trader, residing on
this island. It does not follow however, that
the natives have altogether forgotten the
doetrine of their nefarious,trite and vontemp-
tible view, viz., that the missionaries are
the cause of disease, and that tobacco will
do them more good than the New “Legty.
ment. But let the traders be as bad as they
may, that does not make the natives good
at least.so far as this Island is concerned,
and as to the present state of things, they
arc simply contemplating our destruction.
S'nee Mr. Gordon left, we had deputation
aftor deputation of our people giving u
many warnings, and pretty sound advice,
‘The rage of the heathen, they say onac
count of their losses by death is tamas,
great, therefore they are coming to to tell the
missionarics the same as they did the Gor-
dons, and then run off to the bush or to
their own people. They tell us not1ogo
out when we sce any of the heathen about
the premises, but to stay in the house, and
lock the doors. We are not to walk out
alone, even to visit the sick on the mission
gronnds We arc not to sit opposite the
windows at night. Watch is kept by day
and night; when we visit the sick, we are
accompanied by & man or two, armed with
a hatchet or musket. When we go to
church, hatchets, clubs, bows and armows,
and a gun or two may be scen around the
little place of worship : Some of the Chris-
tian party arc advising us to leave fora
time, for some other Island, and that they
will go with us. This is however a ques-
tion for much consideration, and which
shall be attended to, after Mr. Gordon’s
return.  Such is the mission life at present,
on Eromanga. You may easily aness we
have had an anxious time of it sinceths
Dayspring left us, and we look with great
pleasure for her return. The thought of
seeing her so soon, has been  great relief
to us in the midst of such trials, difficulties
and death. .
I have not seen Cook’s Bay yet, norist
considered very safe at present to ahide
there,—indeed if we are allowed to remain
atall on Erromanga this year it must b
very much Jarely living and no more. 3
OF course 1 cannot give you any of the
decisions they may have arrived at on Aget
teum at the general meeting. These, 1
doubt not, will be forwarded to you in due
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course. We have had no opportanity of
getting our letters off siner January last.
intend sending this, ner New Caledonia,
through the French, but whether it may
reach vou or no is another question.

D. V.—I shall endeavour to write vou
again, per Dayspring, which is the only
sure source of communication we have with
the civilized world. Should you find it
convenient I would be obliged by your
sending me the Record regularly. Our
kindest regards to Messrs. MeCulloch and
MeKinnon when you see them; we have
had the pleasure of secing these gentlemen
in Bdinburgh before Jeaving. So far as
we know all the mission families here are
enjoying good health.  We are in excellent
health notwithstanding all our troubles
otherwisg.
4Be of good courage, and he strength unto your

heart shall send,
All ye whose hope and confidence doth on the Lord
depend.”
With kindest regards and best wishes,
Yours very traly,
JonN McNarr.

Sept. 1%th—We were early aroused this
morning by theglad tidings that the longed
for Dayspring was in sight. The brethren,
Messrs. Gordon, Mcziisou and Cosh, were
soon on shore. I have learned from them
the following important points as having
been decided at the meeting, viz..—1. That
Mr. Neilson be settled at Port Resolution,
Tana; 2. That the Dayspring serve both
the Loyalty and New Hebrides, or Western
Polyuesin, according to original agrecment,
and that Melbourne be her head-quarters;
3. That Mr. and Mrs. Morrison spend the
approaching rainy scason in Australia;
4. That Mr. Gordon visit Santo this ycar
and remain there for a few months next
vear, if all is well; 5. The mecting advised
the London Missionary Society to procure
avessel similar to the Dayspring, for East-
em Polynesia exclusively.

We wer also most agreeably surprised
st receiving a mail from home, which was
brought to Ancitcum some tine ago by a
trading vessel. Amongst our correspond-
enee 1 find a very kind letter from you,
dated 12th April last. I had no notion
that anything I had written found its way
to the press; the notes referved to I think
must have been addressed to Dr. Goold or
David Dickson. Esq., Edinburgh. Ishould
have written you long ago, but the truth is
1did write very many letiers to others, so
asto leave mysclf very little time unoccu-
pied, and I could not very well help it
cither.  From from my connection with the
Free Church, and as a government official
stthe same time, I happened to meke so
many fricnds, and such good ones 100, that
Lcould hardly cast them off at once, and
possibly, like o canny Scotchman, I may

yet turnthem to some good account in way
of interesting thom in this mission, and to
which, I dare say, you will have no objec-
tions. I have written long letters to the
Free Church students both in Edinburgh
and Glasgow, also to my worthy friend
Professor Smeaton of the New Cotlege, in
order, if possible, to induce some of our
good students to offer themselves for this
ficld of labor.

T am glad to say, that the sickness here
has somewhat abated. ‘There have been no
more deaths from it on the mission grounds.
We hear however, that it is still making
sad ravages at & neighbouring settlement,
‘The heathen are still raging.” We held a
meeting on board the Dayspring, concerning
the matter. Mr. Morrison presided. The
vessel is to visitus 7 her return from Fate,
in case of danger. We hear that the chiefs
are now conspiring against us, but if God
be for us, who can be against us—therefore
we are strong, knowing that He who is for
us is stronger than all they who may be
against us.

Yours very truly, -
Joux McNAIr.

TLetters from Rev. J. D. Gordon.

Dillon’s Bay, June 30th. 1867.

Dear Sir:—I am now awaiting the
Dayspring, to call here and take uvs.to Es-
pirito Santo. She will be along X expect
in the course of a few days.

Mr. and Mrs. McNgir, are well, except-
ing an occasional attack of fever and ague.
They will be remaining necessarily in this
place, (Dillon’s Bay) for the present vear.
I think now that the probability is, that
Portinia Bay may be the first place open
for the scttlement of a missionary.

The natives are still pursmng their
wonted avocatiqn—fighting, but I think
hostilities will ceepe in the course of another
year, after which something may be dono
among them. There is a teacher ready to
proceed thithér now. If I live to get back
frrm Santo, I will draw up a brief annual
report for you. I feel a little apprehensive
of the Sant> fever, whicli the travellers
speak much about; it is & yellow fever, or
described as such. I feel willing however,
to run the risk, and long to be there where
we shall be D. V., in another month, but
not likely sooner.

I am quite satisfied with the Board’s ar-
rangement, as respecting salary, for I have
been liberally treated from the first.

Please say to Mrs. L, that we received
the parcel sent us, by the school children of
St. John’s, Halifax, and we are very grate-
ful for her and their kind remembrance of
us, also 1o Professor and Mrs. —, gift of
Dr. Candish, on the Atonement which I
have read alveady, for their sakes. Our
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mutual friend Mr. I, has been very mind-
ful of me in ways which I shall not forget.
Give him my warmest thanks, for his una-
bated interest and kindness. I have bheen
much interested in the minutes of Synod,
held in St. John.

I valued highly the effectnal remembrance
and prayers of Clristian friends at your
domestic altars, and at your weekly prayer
meeting. DMay the Lord reward you all.
This mission greatly needs your prayers,
yes, even more then you think. Peace be
unto you all.  Yours very truly,

J. D. Gorpox.

Dillon’s Bay, Erromanga, }
Auqust 17th, 1807,

My Drar Sir,—My last letter from
you lears date Nov. 5th, 1866, was old
when received but nevertheless very wel-
come. I have written more than one for
you since, but they are too old tosend now.

I have heard of your appointment to the
Sccretaryship of the Board, which I have
no doubt will give very general satisfaction ;
but I fear you will not Iong be able to fulfil
the duties of both pastor and agent.

By copies of the Record recently received,
T learn that another strand has been twisted
intoc your union rope, and I trust that in
your future history, Solomon’s remark may
be fully excraplified. * * * * Ji
appears to have been a bona fide agreement,
as neither of the contracting parties required
levelling up or levelling down; but what
the present leader in the British Parliament
would call a lateral union. I have anim-
pression that, by the last union, a conside-
rable addition has been made to the intcl-
lectual wealth and crudition of the Church,
and I hope no less to her picty.

I have written my annual rcport of the
mission on this island for you, but will not
send it by this opportunity, via New Cale-
donia, by Mr. Mclfarlane, who isat present
on this group.

Things are not looking very well on this
mission just now. The epidemic that was
on Anciteum last year appears to have
visited us this year, and has cut down forty
in our vicinity in a month, and is not over
vet.  The natives are naturally very much
alarmed.  We have had, aund still have
much sickness on the mission premises, bat
not many deaths. I do not feel alarmed in
reference to personal danger, nor yot alto-
gether safe.  Younced notbe uneasy about
us upon this ground.

The Dayspring called here for the first
time, (this season) on the 17th June, with
Dr. Geddic on board and Mr. and Mrs.
MeNair, whoremained. Thedelay* in the

* When_ explanations were given at the
meeting of the Mission Council, the causes of
delay were explaned and sustained.

appearance of the Da]/srring has greatly
disappointed me. We have not yet had
our annual meeting. I expected by this
time to have visited Santo. I have had
two Inds with me for ten months from thagy
island, though I only got them for four or
five,—have acquired some of their language
and wished to be allowed two months this
year on Santo, but can neither get <here
nor get the lads home again; so that one of
the finest prospects that ever oceurred in
this group of introducing the gospel into
the largest island in it, and wonder the most
favourable circumstances, has been lost.

Cook’s Bay, you will be sorry to learn, is
now closed.  Mr. McNair must necessarily
remain here this year. They ave well. 1
wrote, per Lord Raglan, last November,
concerning their appointment to Cook’s
Bay. .

The agents of the London Missionary
Seciety are willing to do something now on
the Northern islands of this group, and. {
think, the sooner the better. The French
still keep them on short tether.  Mr. Jones
is going home with the Maré New Tes-
thment.

Many thanks to voursclf and other Chris-
tian friends for all your favours, sympathy,
confidence and prayers. Remember me
kindly to your louschold aud flock. We
have not many opportunities of writing
now, and consequenily do not write often.
This is the first that has occurred for eight
and a half months. X am thankful to say
that T am very well. I hope you will not
be at all uncasy about us, The Lord en-
campeth round about them that fear him.”

¢ God is our refuge and our strength,
In straits a present aid;
Therefore although the earthremove,
We will not be afraid.”

Yours very frateraally,
J. D. Gorpox.

Aneiteum, Sept. 10th, 1867,

My Dear Mr McGRrEGOR,— Nearly
three weeks ago I left Erromanga to attend
our amnual meeting. I left very unwillingly,
on various grounds. The principal one was
on account of an cpidemic, concerning which
T think I have said something in a letter of
an carlier date. About sixty have dicd vp
to this time. Mr. McNair remained be-
hind. All the others are here present.
said I would be back in ten days or a fort-
night ; but should have said a mounth.

Our annual meeting is over, Mr. Patoa
was chai-man. Mr. McFarlane of Lifa
was present.  Mr. Neilson goes to Port
Resolution.  Mr. Morrison gocs to Sydney
this season for mecdical advice; thereis
nothing very serious in his case, only here-
quires to go.
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On awriving here I received your latestlet- | that the the sehools were all demolished
ters, April 11 and May 1, which came by an | and the teachers all sent adrift, and that

unexperted opportunity,
opportunity of writing you from Erromanga
for nine months, and this will not leave
here for a month yet, consequently yvou will
be about fiftcen months without hearing
from us.

In acknowledging the receipt of your
last, I have to thank vou vevy cordially for
your expressions of unubated interest in
me and my work, and for your remem-
brance of us at the throne of grace—around
the domestic altar, and in the great congre-
gation.  Rest assured I do not underrate
vour sympathy and affection.  Your chief
joy is, and will be, in Jerusalem. ‘** Jern-
salem, and thee above, my chief joy do I
set.”

I have also to convey to you my thanks
for your notice of a few items of news and
business to which you have called attention.

Yours very truly,
J. D. Gorpox.

The Dayspring.

Rev. Joux INGLIS Las addressed a letter
respecting the Dayspring, to the children of
the R. P. Church Scotland. The children
of our Charch will read the following cx-
tracts with interest and profit. It is dated
Auneticum, July 15th 1867 :—

You have no doubt leard o zood deal
ahout heathen islands, and sowme of you
may feel disposed to ask the question
What is a heathen jsland like? I have
sometimes tried 1o answer this qucstion by
puttinge another, and asking, What would
Scotland be if Christianity were taken ont
ofit? Letus see. Suppose that the Sab-
bath were taken away, and there wers no
day of rest, but men worked and toiled
away seven days in every week; vea,
forther. that the very days of the week
ceased to have their names; that there was
Just one Iong unbroken week, from the first
of Januavy till the last of December; more-
over, that the very months ceased to be
named, and the only divisions in the year
were surh as formerly obtained here, sum-
wer and winter—the time of rains and the
time of hunger. This would be the first
step to make Scotland heathen.  Suppose
next that all the churches were pulled down,
and all the ministers made farmers, mer-
chants, or anything eclsc they liked; for,
there being no Sabbath, there would be
litle or no time for public worship. This
woull he another step, and by this time the
peaple wonld be looking dull, and the land
desolate.  Let us further supposc that the
Bible and every book were taken away;

We have had no | not & man or woman, boy or girl, in all

Scotland conld cither read or write. This
would be another step towards heathenism.
Suppose, also, that all the houses were
pulled down, and that ceverybody, rich and
poor, high and low, lived in miserable huts,
. which there was neither a door nor a
window, merely an opening in each cud by
which to creep in; and also that shoes and
stockings, hats, caps, and bonnets, um-
brellas, cloaks, and clothes of every kind,
all disappeared, and that a little petticoat,
made of something like rushes or flax
beaten soft, were the only dress of the
girls, and something still more scanty, the
only dress of the boys. This wounld be
another step, and perhaps you think by this
process you would go down very fast.
Alas! it is an awful thing to live in a statc
of heathenism. No one knows what it is
but those who have scen it, and lived
among it. Let us further suppose thas
nobody knows anything about the true
religion; about our first parents and the
fall, or the way of salvation through
Christ; nothing of the love of the Father in
sending His Son to save us; nothing of
the love ot Jesus in dying for our sins;
nothing of the love of the Holy Spirit in
giving us new hearts, that we may be able
to glorify God, and enjoy Him for ever;
and that no one had cver heard of the ten
commandments, the Lord’s prayer, of the
twenty-third psalm. But, on the other
hand, that instead of loving and serving
God, and doing good to one another, they
were to be living in constant terror, on ac-
count of the evil spirits who, as they sup-
posed, filled the earth, the air, and the
ocean, and were always ready to send hun-
ger, sickness, and death; also that the
people of every village were at war with
their neighhours—that they were constantly
killing and cating one another—that every
widow was strangled and cast into the sea
along, with her husband—that mothers
were every now and again killing their
babics, ecspecially Jitide girls, as soon as
they were born; and that siealing, lving,
murder, and all kinds of wickedness, were
things of cvers-day occurrence. Iff you
conld supposc Scotland to be reduced to
this_condition, it would be very like the
heathen islands of the New Hebrides.

Now we, missionarics, have been sent
out here to try, by the blessing of God, to
make these islands as like Scotland as wo
can, and, through the Diviue blessing on
our labours, we are in some measure doing
this. Not that any one of these islands is
at all like Scotland, but we have made 2
hopeful beginning in that direction. On
Anciteum, where the work has been carried
on for the longest time, all the worst forms
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of heathenism have disappeared. We
have given to the native of this island the
Sabbath day. Outwardly, it is as well ob-
served as in Scotland.  'We have given
them the days of the week and the months
of the year. They have the house of God
and the public preaching of the Gospel.
They have books, schonls. and teachers.
The natives of Anciteum c.n all read more
or less, and a good many ¢an write and
count a little. They have the whole of tho
New Testament and & part of the Old in
their own language. They all wear more
or less of European clothing, and they are
getting better houses. They no longer
either worship or fear false gods, and they
all live in peace with one another.  'Widows
arc no longer strangled, nor litile babes
murdered. The whole population profess
Christianity ; many have been baptised,
and from time to time sit down at the
table of the Lord. The same work is going
on on five other islands, and we have made
several attempts in the heathen regions
heyond. Tt is for these islands especially
that we wish the Dayspring.

We live on islands far apart, and each
island is completely separated from all the
rest by a deep, broad, and often stormy
ocean. Perhaps I cannot give you a better
iden of our position, than by comparing
the New Hebrides with Scotland. If so,
Dr. Geddie and I would be lividg, the one,
say at Dumfries, and the other at Annan;
Mr, Paton would be at Olaswow, and Mr.
Copeland at Edinburgh; Mr. Gordon and
Mr. M’Nair would be about Dundee, aund
Mr. Morrison and Mr. Cosh away some-
where about Wick and Thurso. Mr.
Neilson is not yet settled ; but suppose we
fix upon Stranracr or Ayr as the site of his
future location, we shall be precise enongh
for our present purpose. Next voyage of
the Dayspring, Mr. Gordon and e are to
proceed to Espirto Santo, to take back two
nutives of that island whom Mr. Gordon
has been instracting for the last six months,
and to see what can be done to upon up
that large and important island for the re-
ception of the Gospel. This will take them
away, as it were, to the Shetland Isles.
On their return, they are <o visit Ambrim,
where we have made a beginning, and our
station there might be set down as near
Stromuess, in the Orkneys. Then the
three Loyalty Islands, which the Dayspring
visits always twice & year at least, lie very
wmuch like as if they were at Dublin, Bel-
fast, and the Giant’s Causeway. As for
Sydney and_Melbhourne, to oue or both of
which the Dayspring pays a visit once a
year, to receive repairs and obtain supplies,
and bring us our letters, papers, books,
provisions, clothes, and everything we need,
either for ourselves or the natives, suppose
these places to be away somewhere about

hal -way between Scotland and America,
and you will have a tolerably good idea of
what the Dayspring has to do during the
year.

In many of the castern groups, such gs
the Tahitian, the Samoan, the Tongan,
and Fiji, there are extensive outlying reefs,
within which the sea is like mland’ lnkes,
and the natives have large canocs, with
which they can make long voyages with
comparative safety, and interisland com.
munication is often safe and easy. It js
not so here, There are scarcely any of
these outlying reefs, and the native canoes
are 5o rude and frail, that no missionary
would be warranted to risk his life in any
of them. At present our only reliable
means of communicating with one another,
and with the civilized world, is the Day.
spring.  Our Mission vessel is admirably
adapted for the work in which she is em-
ployed. She has been, and still is, of great
service in advancing the Mission work in
these scas.

In answer to Mr. Paton’s eavnest ap®
peals, the children of Australia raised
£3000 for her purchase, and they, and the
children in New Zealand, have raised still
larger sums tc keep her afloat.  The chit-
dren of Nove, Scotia, also, raised upwards
of £800 for the purchase and outfit of the
vessel. But es the Presbyterian Churches
in Australin and New Zealand wish to sup-
port missionaries on this group, and as the
Church of Victoria already supports two
{Messrs Paton and Cosh), it was thought
advisible that the children connected with
this Mission in Scotland and in Nova
Scotia should be appealed to, to contribute
one-third of the expeunses of the Dayspring.
After four year’s experience, it is found
that, exclusive of accidental expenses, the
vessel cannot be sailed for less than £1500
a year. The children in Australia and
New Zealand will, it is hoped raise £1000
@ year, and the children in Nova Scotia and
Scotland £500, or £250 a year in cach of
the two Churches.

Think of your privileges. You are
Christians, not heathens ; and who hath
made you differ? You have Christian
pavents, Christian homes, Christian fricnds
and companions.—You live in aland of
Bibles and good books; a land of schools
and sanctuaries; a land of Sabbaths and
sermons; a land where peace, plenty, and
comfoit reign; a land not surpassed aoy-
where under heaven, for the richest and
choicest blessings pertaining to the hfe that
now 1s, and also to that which is to come.
The more you prize and improve these
blessings, the more will you think of the
poor, degraded, perishing heathen, and the
more yon will do to extend to them those
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recious blessings which you yourselves so
fully and freely enjoy.

“Can you, whose souls are lighted
With wisdom from on high,—
Can you to men benighted
The lamp of light deny 2"

The children in the temple cried, “Hosanna
to the Son of David ¥’ and their song was
accepted by the Saviour. Wisdom’s words,
like Jesus Christ himself, are the same
yesterday, and to-day, and ror ever—infall-
ibly and eternally sure. Ilove them that
love Me ; and those that sEex Me EARLY
shall FIND ME.”
Yours very fraternally,
Joux IngL1s.

TRINIDAD MISSION.

The two following extracts from the
Philadelphia Christian Instructor of different
dates, show with what deep interest our
brethren of the United Presbyterian Church
of the United States regard our Coolie Mis-
sion. These notices we are sure will be
read with great interest by our people.

Our readers will pernse Mr. Morton’s
account of the perils of the great deep
wdh a thrill of anxiety, followed by emo-
ions of gratitude to the Great Preserver;
and will see in his deliverance and his
family, one answer to those prayers which
bave ascended to God for the mission and
the missionary.

The Presbyterian Church of,the United
States has, as Mr. Morton’s letters shew,
given 2 farther proof of their desire for the
prosperity of the mission, by a grant of
money to put in repair the premises which
they have so generously handed over to us

Thankegiving for Mr. Morton’s deliver-
ance should be accompanied with fervent
prayers that the Lord would incline the
people to cmbrace the truth.

A MissionaRrY 70 TRINIDAD.—During
the sessions of the Synod of the Presby-
terian Church in the Lower Provinces held
on the 27th of Junc at New Glasgow, Nova
Scotia, we notice the Synod accepted the
profier which our Board of Forcizn Mis-
sions, under the anthority of the General
Assembly, had made of our mission pre-
mises in Trinidad to them for carrying on
the mission work, and unanimously re-
solved to establish & mission among the
coolies on that island. Rev. John Morton,

astor of the DPresbyterian Church at
ridgewater, having two or three years

since visited Trinidad, and scen the field
and the work, offered himself as & mission-
ary thither, and was appointed. We doubt
not the most gratifying results will follow.
That mission has many a prayer laid up
before God on its behalf, and we feel strong
confidence that in t' ¢ hands of our sister
Presbyterian Church of the Lower Pro-
vinces, and under the labors of such & man
as Mr. Morton, it will be scen that the ““set
time >’ to favor it has come.

Missioxs.— Trinidad.—According to
the dirvection of the General Assembly, this
early mission of our church was proffered
to the Presbyterian Church of the Lower
Provinces, and has been acceepted by that
sister Evangelical Church.  ‘The Rev. Mr.
Mozrton has been appointed to emter upon
it, as a8 missionary from that Church.
Under date of San Fernando, Trinidad.
Sept. 20th, the Rev, George Lambert, who
with the Rev. Geo. Brodie, has been having
for some years an active and useful over-
sight of the little congregation on our pre-
mises in that mission writes, referring to
these things, as follows :—

« All here whe sre interested in the pros-
perity of our cause in Trinidad, rcjoice
greatly that these arrangements have been
made, and feel sanguine ag to their results,
I trust and will earnestly pray that God
may be the bresker up of the way of our
missionary brother, and make him the mes-
senger of mercy to many around that vil-
lage. His settlement there will allow me
to bestow more labour on San Fernando,
and I hope that his coming will be advan-
tageous to my church here. It is a scrious
thing to take the responsibility of abandon-
ing a mission station, and it mnst bea com-
fort to you and your Mission Board to have
the station so well off your hands; and I
am justified in saying that Mr. Mprton will
take it in as good condition and undér more
favourable circumstances for its being well
wrought, than at any former period of its
history.”

Letters frem Rev. John Morton.
Lat. 26° 27/, Loxg. 55° 46',}
Dec. 14th, 1867.

Rev. and Dear Brother,—Saturday, Nov.
30th, we left Bridgewater, and boarded the
Aurora at Middle LaHave, The wind
obliged us to remain in port that day. On
Sabbath morning, at daybreak, we weighed
anchor and put tosea. This was, undoubt-
edly, a wrong step, and wo take our fair
share of the responsibility and guilt. With
sinful weakness we yiclded to considerations
which appeared weighty at the time; but
wo have been taught & lesson. To our
Sunday sailing may be fairly attributed our
imminent danger and the serious loss to the
Aurora.
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On Thursday, Dec. 5th, we were about
450 miles from Nova Scotin. We had a
strong breeze from the S, E. in the morn-
ing, which gradually veered southerly, and
at noon it began to blow a heavy gale from
the S. W. Sail after sail was taken in
until we were lying to under a close reefed
mainsail. At one o’clock a heavy squall,
with lightning and rain, passed over us,
and although the sun shone out brightly
after it, the wind continued and inereased.
At three o’clock we began to feel uneasy,
for the captain expected the storm would
continue till midnight. By four o’clock
the hurricane was fearful.  Our mainsail
was blown to tatters.  An anchor and spar
were thrown out as a drag to keep the ves-
sel’s head to windward ; and at dark a part
of the deck load was thrown overboard to
lighten the ship. ‘The moon gleamed cut
between the squalls—a help to the men, but
alding a strange fearfulness to the scene.
From the deck, looking to windward, a low,
livid, angry mist seemed to sweep over the
sea.  The wind thundered, and roared, and
whistled with sound terrific.  The sea flew
past in mountains, and swept over the ves-
sel in beaten foam. Again and again I
visited the deck to see if X conld bring back
one word of cheer. But the livid anary
haze, and the wind and fearful sea, and the
rattling of lumber beiug thrown overboard,
and the incessant pumping, these did not
encouraize our hopes. We longed and
waited for twelve o'clock, and as the slow
hours six, seven, cight, nine, ten dragged
on their lengch, hope almost died out. We
commended ourselves and our fellow pas-
sengers to God. We thought of the pray-
ers that had been offered for our safe pas-
sage before we left Nova Scotia; and, per-
haps, at that very hour praying hearts were

leading for us avound the family altar.
QVe thought we were going, at God’s hid-
ding, to do his work, and so we hoped and
pled. But at ten o’clock there was an evi-
deut incvease in the fury of the storme, and
we felt that our vessel could not weather it
Iong. We looked to our hopes in view of
being at any moment swallowed up.

The hurricane came like a whirlwind
over the sea, making it as white as a snow
covered field in winter, and apparently
levelling the waves’ with its fury. The
captain stood by the fore-stays, axe in hand.
Onward it came, and seemed to press the
Awrore under the sea; and although the
throwing over the deck-load on the lee side
only, gave her the advantage of a heavy
list to windward, she could not bear up
azainst the storm.  Over she lay more and
more, till the water was far over the lee
rail, up the dead-cyes on the main rigging,
and beginning to flow in at the cabin doors.
Then the captain cut, and away went the
spars with a crash, aund the vessel righted.

Another hour of wearing anxicty and the
storm abated at midnight. By one o'clock
the vessel was pumped clear of water, wiyeh
encouraged our hopes. 'The wind came
round to the N. W., and blew very heavily
all night, and our vessel rolled and groaned
tremendously. I tried to.cat, for from seq
sickness I had eaten little since I came on
board, and nothing since noon, but I could
not cat. Weavied out I slept for three
hows; the only one that slept on board
ship that night, exceps four little givls, who
slept through all the storm. At 4 o'clock,
a. m., all hands assembled in the cabin, and
we offered our united and heartfelt thanks-
giving o God for our common deliverunce,

The Aurora presented a desolate appear-
ance in the morning.  The mainmast stood
with the mam-top goene—the foremast bro-
ken off' at the top with fore-top, top-rallant
and royal gone; and the gib-boom carvied
away. ‘The fore-yard and sail swang deso-
lately by the broken mast, and one or two
stay-sails remained. By the parting ofa
hawser we lost our drag abous daylisht,
abd there being no sails to steady the ship,
and the deck load very much to windward,
the heavy sca made us roll in a most dis-
tressing manuner.  Attwo o’clock on Iriday,
the fore-sail and main stay sail were set,
and we began to muve on gently before a
strong N. W. breeze. Two vessels were
sighted from aloft—one a brig dumasted
like ourselves, and near her a barque appa-
rently all right.

On Saturday morning we were hailed by
the Charles MMiller of Boston, bound for
St. Thomas, with her main-boom, and
main-sail, and top-gallant-sail carried away.
As she will probably report us, and friends
may be anxious, I write this now that I
may be able to send it immediately on our
arrival at Barbadoes, if there is any oppor-
tunity. During Saturday, an old main-
sail was put on in place of the new oue,
which was blown away, and the deck load
trimmed so that we began to meve on wore
steadily and with better speed.  Other light
sails were rigged and set in dunc time,
and cven our boat sails were called into
service.  We were favoured with fair winds
till yesterday, butit is dying away to s
calm in the calm latitudes north of the
trades.

ARRIVAL AT BARBADOES.

Barsapozs, Dec. 25, 1867.

For a week after the above was written
we had very light wigds, and mostly from
the south, so that at times we thought we
would be obliged to go to St. Thomas.—
Since hearing of the dreadful hurricane,
and the breaking out of the yollow fever at
St. Thomas, we feel as if a special provi-
dence had prevented this. We lost nearly
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two casks of water in the storm, and when
beealmed we were somewhat afraid that our
supply would fall short. A passing brigt.
supplied us with a cask, and rain showers
enabled us to catch some more. At 24° N,
Jat. we caught the trades, very strong and
a little north of Iast, and the Awrora being
acapital sailer e got along fast, averaging
seven knots an hour for three days. Last
night we lay tossing in a heavy sea and
strong wind to windward of Barbadoces,
waiting for daylight, it being unsafe with
our sail to attempt making port at night.
And now, after a passage of twenty-four
days, we are here safely so far on our jour-
ney.  All things considered our passage
was short, for a brigantine arrived here the
other day from Ilalifax, which was twenty-
nine days at sea, although she lost none of
her sails.  Qur patience and faith were not
alittle tried at times, for nearly all the sails
we carried after the storm were old con-
demned ones, and they were constantly
giving way ; but all has been for our good.
And we had constant oceasion for thanktul-
ness, Our accommodations were exceed-
ingly good, and we received every possible
attention and kindness,

After sea sirkness abated, we had pray-
ers every evening in the cabin, and servive
every Sahbath afternoon, and all who could
be spaved from duty attended regualavly.
The mail closes this cvening, and I must
close tvo.

Yours very traly,

JouN MORTON.

MR. MORTON AT TRINIDAD.

Sax Ferxaxpo, Jan. 7, 1868.

Rev. and Dear Brother,—~1 wrote you
from Barbadoes, but I believe this will
veach you as soon as the other. We spent
six very pleasant days in Barbadoes. On
the evening of the 31st ult,, we sailed in &
small \Joop, and reached Port of Spain on
the morning of the 3rd. The harbor mas-
ter informed us that the Rev. Geo. Brodie
desired us to go at once to his house, which
we did, and reccived a cordial welcome.
When our things were transferred in Bar-
badoes, we found that our largest box of
clothing and sundries had been wet very
much in the storm. We had it, therefore,
unpacked at once in Port of Spain. Almost
everything in the box was injured, and
some things, bedding and table cloths, al-
most utterly ruined. We hope the piano
2nd honks have escaged, but at present we
cannot have them opencd.

On Sabbath (5thinst.) I assisted Rev.
G. Brodie with his communion.

A CHRISTIAN COOLIE.

T saw a Coolie in church in the morning,
and during the afternoon he called on me,

and Isaw his wife and him again in the
evening. His name is Thomas Fear. Is
father was a Christian in India, and he was
baptized when young, e served in the
22nd Bengali Infantry. When it mutinied,
he fled for his life, and gave himself up to
the English. Two or three years ago he
came to Demarara, and there acted as inter-
preter, and served in the police force for a
time. In May, 1866, he was married, his
wife having heen first baptized by the Pres-
byterian ministerof Georgetown, Demarara.
Tor the last ten months he has served in
the police foree of Port of Spain, and attends
the Presbyterian Church, but neither he
nor his wife is a comnunicant. So far as
I can hear he bears & good character.  He
can read some English, and he is desirous
of learning to read the Hinduostani, which
is his native tongue. They ave very anxi-
ous to enter our service. Having no chil-
dren, his wife would act as house scervant
and he would assist me, especially in pro-
nouncing the language and learning to con-
verse in it, or &~ interpreter, and at the
same time I could teach him to read it.
When I keep a horse, which will be neces-
sary bye-and-bye, he could serve as groom,
&ec. 1 must consider this matter very care-
fully, and will not enter into any arrange-
ment for some time. I am afraid that as he
has held positions of trust and responsibility,
drawing good pay, I will not be able to
afford the expense of engaging his servires.
Could you give me any advice in this mat-
ter?

STATE OF THE MISSION PREMISES.

Yesterday I came down here, and this
morning Rev. George Lambert drove me
4o Jere Village. We took a cavpenter
with us to estimate the cost of nccessary
vepairs on the house and church. As he
has not yet come with his estimate, I will
subjoin it. The American Church has for-
warded to Rev. G. Lambert an order for
8300 (green-Backs, I suppose) to assist in
putting the place in repair.

TIIE FIELD.

In the village, and within o mile around
it, there are about sixty Cooli¢ families
cultivating land for themselves, or keeping
shops. There is certainly an open field
here. O, for open hearts to reccive the
word of life. Let the faith of the Church
be exercised and the Spirit of God invoked
for faith and prayer, and patience will all
be necessary.

I may mention that the Wesleyan Cate-
chist, of whom I spoke in my lctter to the
Board two and a hall years ago, speaks only
the Tamil language, and consequently can
only labor for Madras Coolies. I will learn
the” Hindustani; we will, therefore, be in
no danger of interfering. &
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BSTIMATES.

Have only twenty-five minutes till mail
eloses, and estimates have just come in.—
Purting house in good repair, covering the
principal ridge with galvanized iron, and
repairing church and covering the one side
with galvinized ivron, $6V0,—that is, Span-
ish dollars, $625, I return this evening to
Port of Spain, and we will consult as to
what is to be done, and do the best we can.
I feel very great diflidence about spending
so much. I am afraid your Board will
think it extravagance. Bug if necessary I
suppose it is right to have it done.

I am, in great haste,
Yours very sincerely.
Joux MoORTON.

Rev. P. G. MoGRrEGOR, See. B. F. M.

[ EpRe S
Camil Y s

Olitwmy HAotices,

Death of Dr. McCurdy of Chatham.

This event, already known to nearly all
our readers, occurred on the first day of the
present year. The Synod of the Lower
Provinces was formed on October, 1860, by
the union of the Free and Presbyterian
Churches of Nova Scotia, and this is the
first name to be removed by death from the
roll of the united body.

‘We do not forget that we had then on
our list the names of Rev. G. N. Gordon,
Rev. 3. W. Matheson, and Rev. S. F,
Johnson, under the heading ** Foreign Mis-
sionaries,” and that these three received the
Master’s call, within & short space of time,
and that the whole Church deeply felt these
successive removals.  But while the lovers
of Zion mourned over desolations abroad,
they had abundant cause for gratitude, that
at home, the number of the brethren in the
ministry, while receiving a steady increase
from new licensures and ordinations, re-
mained untouched by the hand of death.

But there is no discharge in that war,
and this exemption could not, in the nature
of the case, continue very long. The first
summons has come to Dr. McCurdy ; and
we rejoice to learn that death neither took

him by surprise nor found him unprepared. |

He, and his family as well, anticipated his
departure.
His disease, which was bronchitic in ori-

gin, terminated in pulmonary consumption,
Tor o time, hopes of recovery were enter.
tained. The Dr. rallied from the prostrat.
ing effects of his disease last spring, and
with Mrs. McCurdy spent the summer sea.
son in Scotland. The improvement wag
temporary, and his friends saw on his returg
that there were but faint hopes to be enter-
tained that he would again enter his pulpis,

Towards the close of the year, it became
evident that his time of departurce was not
far off. ‘He had been sinking slowly for
three weeks,” (Mr. Garvie writes) *and
towards the evening of Jannary 1st, he, as
it were, slipped into the avms of death in
sleep. He was quite calm; and X am hap.
py to say the last days of his life were not
afflicted by bodily pain. His last words to
me were upon the text, ““ God so loved the
world,” &e. I feel assured he leaned upen
the arm of the Beloved, and I ain persuaded
that he has a happier New Year than any
of us.”

We subjoin a few extracts from 2 private
letter from Mr. A. R. Garvie, who has for
some time been supplying Dr. McCurdy’s
pulpit,by appeintment of Pictou Presbytery,
and at the request of the congregation.

“His family telegraphed to Rev. Mr
Law of Richibucto, to come and preach his
funeral sermon, bat that gentleman wasill,
so the duty devolved on me from necessity.
Dr. Henderson assisted me at the funeral;
the sleighs following were very numerous,
over one hundred, and marks of respeet to
the deceased were very visible in this little
town.”

¢ Having only a short time for prepara-
tion, and conscious of the difficultics of
rightly discharging the duty to which I
seeed to be called, I had many misgivings
as to the issue. But I trusted in God, and
on Sabbath morning preached to acrowded
Church, from the words which are my
Father’'s epitaph, “ He giveth his beloved
sleep.” God was kind to me, and made
the serviees impressive to us all, speaker
and hearers.” .

The last No. of the Presbyterian Witness
contains a sketch of the life and character
of our deceased brother, which was evident-
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ly prepared by a familiar and friendly hand,
and which we therefore republish :—

The name of the Rev. John McCurdy,
D.D., whose death was announced two
weeks ago deserves a more extended notice
than we were then able to give. He was
vorn in Onslow, Nova Scotia, on the 17th
of Mareh 18'8 and died at his residence in
Chatham, New Brunswick, on the evening
of the st of January 1868, in the sixtieth
year of hisage. In'a note from s member
of his afflicted family it is stated that « he
passed quietly away and was conscious to
the last.” 12}

The deceased was one of seven brothers
and seven sisters whose father and both
gmndﬁuhers were elders in the church,

ive of his brothers were also ordained to
the eldership, and one which bimself, to the
ministry of the Presbyterian Church of
Nova Seotia. His preparatovy studies for
the ministry were conducted under the
tmining of the late lamented Dr. Mc-
CviLroch, with more than medium suc-
cess.  He was licened to preach the gospel
in the winter of 1831, by the Presbytery of
Truro. Shortly thereafter i.> was appointed
to supply the nucleus of congregation in
Halifax, then struggling into existence, and
which, several ycars later, was organized
into the *“Poplar Grove Church.” His
ahle miuistrations in the city attracted full
houses; and there are persons now living
to tell with how much ability and unction
he ministered to them in ** the word of life.”
After the lapse of thirty seven years his
name s fondly vemembered by many with-
in and hevond the hounds of the then tem-
Rti)mry field of his pioneering labours in his

aster’s service,

In 1he month of May, that vear, he was
transferred from Halifax to Chatham, New
Brunswick, to supply the pulpit then vacant
by the death of the late Rev. James
Thomson. Some five or six weeks after
he had entered upon his labours there he
received a unanimous call from the congre.

ation of St. John’s Church in that place.

is ordination by the Picton Presbytery, to
the pastoral charge of the congregation,
speedily followed his acceptance of the call
in the month of July. With some oc-
casional interruptions by the state of his
health, he fulfilled the duties of his impor-
tant charge with very great acceptance to
his people, until disabled by his last iliness,
for nearly thirty-seven years.

His attendance on the meeting of his
Synod was conscientiously punctual and
exemplary.  Seldom indeed was he absent
slthough “living move than two hundred
miles distant ; and he never failed to bring
with him a full-banded and large-hearted
offering from his attached people to aid in
the schemes of the Church. In his place

as 2 member of Synod, he took a wise and
independent course of specch and action,
disposed to “call no man tather” in the
bad sense, nnd as little disposed to assume
4 lordship over his brethren,

The subject of this hasty sketch won for
himself the estcem and confidence of the
general commumty.  Steadily and increas-
ingly beloved by his own people he was
not less esteemed beyond his own bounds.
‘With the ministers and their flocks around
him he cultivated friendly relations. With
his hrethren in connection with the Church
of Seotland in New Brunswick, he freely
interchanged pulpits with Christian courte-
sies and fraternal greetings which were as
freely reciprocated. He was uniformly in-
vited by these hrethren, as oceasions offered,
to sit and deliberate in their church courts.
Isolated as he always was by his territorial
limits as to the brethren of his own religious
body, he gladly availed himsealf of such times
of refreshing with his brethren of the sister
church in hat Province.

It is not too much to add to this imper-
fect memorial of 2 good man departed, that
he filled a high place in the esteem of his
contemporaries. How much he is missed
from his own domestic circle now widowed
and fatherless, the surviving members of
his family alone can tell. His place in the
long matured but now ruptureu affections
of his attached flock cannot be svon sup-
plied. Tt is no smail consolation to both
that before he left them for a better home
and higher duties he had his witness and
his record on high. From that standing
point he yet speaks to thom and says,
“come up hither,”” to share with me the
“well done” welcome to the house and
home of the  Blessed dead in the Lord.”

‘The late Oliphant Christie.

On the 11th of January Mr. Oliphant
Christic entered into his rest, after a long
and painful iliness, borne with esemplary
patience and true Christian fortitude. Ho
was in the 27th of his age, and was a young
man of high promise and superior scholar-
ship and attainments. He had not much
time for using the talents bestowed upon
him, symptoms of the disease to which he
fell & victim, having appeared about the
close of his College days,—but wherever he
preached, his services were acceptablo and.
useful, and those who knew. him best enter-
tained high hopes of his success as & minis-
ter. Had he been spared, these hopes
would no doubt have been realized. His
term of labour in Bermuds, nearly a year,
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to which he was sent with a view to the
improvement of his health; was eminently
satisfactory to the Church of which he was
a ITome Missionary. Wherever he went,
indeed, his great desiro was to labour for
Christ, and to be instrumental in gathering
souls into the garner of the Lord.

There never was a period when young
men like M. Christie could be so ill spaved
by the Church, The harvest is plenteous,
and the true labourers very few. From the
Foreign field, and fiom many a desolate
locality in ourown country the call is loud
for more workmen. But the Lord doeth
all things well. Perhaps the early death of
our dear young friend may be the means of
leading other young men to devote them-
selves to the work of the Gospel Ministry.
The Lord gave; the Lord taketh away;
blessed be the name of the Lord !

Mr. Christie came home from Bermuda
to die. Iis preparation for the solemn
change was complete. Christ was his only
hope, and his faith in Him was simple and
strong to the last. On his death bed he
was haopy and contented. During the
carlier stages of his disease, he often ex-
pressed an ardent desire to be spared to
work for God in the Gospel of His Son;
but as his bodly weakness increased he
longed for the hour, when he should be
called to his happy home. The ‘ollowing
verses from a favourite Hymn were often on
his_lips, and seemed to express his views
and feelings ;

One sweetly solemn thought
Comes to me o'er and o'er,—
I'm nearer home to-day
Than I've ever been before!
Nearer my Father's house,
Where the many mansions be,—
Nearer the Great White Throne,
Nearer the jasper sea:
Nearer the bound of lite
Where I lay my burden down;
Nearer leaving my cross,
Nearer wearing my crown!

He died in perfect peace; and his end, so
calm, so restful, so beautiful was well fitted
to call forth the wish, *“Let me die the
death of <he righteous and let my last end
be like His.”

News of the Glowely,

State of the Funds.

No special appeal on behalf of any of our
schemes has appeared in our columns for
some length of time, for the simple reason,
that the steady flow of our people’s liberal
ity, and of our children’s zeal, has rendercd
it unnecessary.

This general statement, though true, re-
quires some_explanation. It cannot he
said that all the requirements of education
and missions are fully and spontancously
met by the contributions of the churches,
The funds of the Board of Foreiza Mis-
sions are kept well replenished always, and
since the claims of the Dayspring have been
laid before the children, they have come
nqbly forward to her support. But there is
an annual deficiency under the head of
Education, and ordinary rceeipts for Home
Missions, often fall below the amount of
disbursements for supplementing weak
vongregations, and paying the itinerating
preachers. This deficiency during the past
two years was more than met by the
liberal Dequests of the late Mrs. John
McKenzie, of New Glasgow, and, during
some previous years, by bequests {from one
or both of her parents. These extra sup-
plies are exhausted. They have enabled
the church to do more in the way of aiding
new congregations than would otherwise be
practicable. But now that we have, thus
aided, advanced so far, it wonld be discredit.
able to retrace our steps, or to let that fund
be depleted. The following comparative
statement of the Mission funds, Home and
Foreign, from June Ist, the commencement
of the Synod’s financial year, till December
31st, will show the prosperous state of the
the one, and the necessitous state of the
other.

’ FOREIGN MISSIONS.

June 1.~Balanceon hand......... $4119.21
Received from June 1st to

December 31st........ 2866.57

6935.84

Expenditure....... cevess D644

Dec. 31.~Balance on hand........ .S134140




3]
1868 The Home any Forcign Wecord, 49
HOME MISSIONS. proportion of their offerings to the Lord to

June 1.—¥alap?cdo[\ hm:;l. ........ $1923.97 | carry on His work, among the more desti-
Rocgiy gcn:{)?rns June 15'3 t° 1677,23 | tute districts of the Lower Provinees. Con-

—— | tributions and thank offerings from our

Espended from June 15 to 3601.29 | prosperous church members  inuividually

. ‘})cc. 8Lst....ennnnn... 3000.58 | Will be thaunkfully received, and we think

" applied inmsuch o way as to advance the

$510.62 | 116 work for which our Redeemer laid down

In explanation it!may be stated that the
salaries of the missionaries in the New
Hebrides have been paid for the year 1868,
and money forwarded for all the require-
ments of the Foreign Mission so far as
known.

On the other hand, one thousand niae
hundred dollars have been paid from the
Home Mission fund since June 1st, for
supplementing stipends, forin this case, the
whole of the year’s payments are included
within the seven months, of which we have
given an abstract ; and above cleven hun-
dred dollars have been paid to probation-
ers and ministers itinerating. A%t this
rate, the balance of $510 may disappear
catirely before the meeting of Synod We
do not, however, think such a result to be
at all probable. 'Webelieve that our people,
fully persuaded of the importance and ne-
cessity of continning the work of provin-
cial evangelization, will forward the means
needful for carrying it on. Enough has
been published in the columns of the Record
within the last few months, to make out 2
strong case in favour of domestic mission-
ary work, aud we trust that the facts res-
pecting spiritual destitution, presented in
those letters from New Brunswick, our
Eastern Shore and Cape Breton, will be
carefully weighed, and aid in evoking the
contributions of the friends of Zion in aid
of brethren who seldom hear the message
of salvation.

Sceing that it is now doubtful whether
our people will be specially appealed to for
the proposed Supplementary Fund prior to
the meeting of Synod, surely our Ilome
and Education funds should be replenished
and especially by those congregations which
have as yet sent mo contribution within
the Jast ninec months to cither. We trust
that churches and societies will for the re-
maining portion of the year give a larger

his life.

The Dayspring.

Our acknowledgments for the month
show that the children of the Church are in
motion, and their contributions are coming
flowing in almost daily. Above §800 have
been reecived during the last quarter. More
vhan half as much more is wanted, and now
is the the time to gather up and forward
all the dollars, quarters and cents which
can be collected.

Our young friends have heard of thelong
pull, the strong pull, and the pull all to-
gether ; this is required at present. We
do not ask that it should be very long or
very strong, only let it be prompt. Finish
up this collection in February, or at the
latest in March.

Presbytery of P. E. Island.

This Presbytery met at St. John’s New
London, on the 24th Dee. In the absence
of the Rev. A. McLean who had been ap-
pointed to preach, .he Rev. W. R. Frame
conducted divine service, taking as his text
Tsa, 57: 14. last clause. There were pres-
ent Revds. R. S. Patterson, mod. pro tem,
1. Murray, A. Campbell. A Cameron, W,
R. Frame, A. TFalconer & J. G. Cameron,
winister, and R. Cairns, W. Mutch, R.
MecLean, W. Brown, J. Doughart and M.
McLeen elders. A commission from the
Session of Strathalbyn, in favor of Mr.
Allan MeSween, was read and sustained.
Mr. MeSween, being present took his seat
asa memberof the Court.  The Presbytery
then proceeded to cousider the application
Rreviously made by a portion of the St.

ohu’s Congregation, fora part of Rev. A.
Cameron’s services; when the following
Commissioners from neighboring congre-
gations appeared before the Court; viz i—
Messrs. 3. Doughart, A. McEwen, J. Mec-
Y.cod and Hon. Mr. Montgomery, in behalf
of New London North; Messrs. J. Biggar,
A Ferguson and T. Frizzle from Summer-
ficld ; ‘Messrs. J. McXeill and J. Simpson,
from Cavendish; and A. McLeod, Esq.,
from Strathalbyn.

GOy SO A I a et A =
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After the several Commissioners present
had an opportunity of being heard, the
Presbytery sought a fres expression of
opinion from the Congregation, cach section
of which was well represented at the meet-
ing; when a vote was taken in favor or
against the application, by which it was
found that the sentiment was equally divi-
ded, on account of a certain scetion of the
Congregation desiving gaclie supply; where-
upon the Presbytery decided to grant the
request of those secking a part of Mr. Cam-
eron’s scrvices, whilst they muko a subse-
quent arrangement in order to supply the
gaclic speaking portion of the Congrega-
tion, it being understood that the above
disposition is merely provisional.

Papers having been submitted, to the
effect that the adherents of our Church
around Stanley Bridge, being impressed
with the necessity of obtaining Church ac-
comodation in their midst, were about to
take steps for the erection of 2 building,—
that they had manifested much liberality
among themselves, but that being comn para-
tively weak, thoy sought the countenance
of the Presbytery ; it was agreed to recom-
mend their case to the favourable consider-
ation of the Church.

A letter was read from Rev. Thomas
Sedgwick, Secretary of the Synod’s Com-
mittee on Supplements, in reference toa
contemplated deputation to visit the Con-
gregations_of the Presbytery, anent this
scheme. The Preshytery expressed its ap-
proval of the action of the Committee, and
agrecd to co-operate with whatever deputies
they may appoint.

Rev. L. Marray gave notice, that at the
next meeting of Presbytery he would move
for a Conference on the State of Religion
within onr bounds.

The Rev. W. R. Frame reported from
the Committec to visit West Cape, &e.—
The Report, which was highly satisfactory,
was received, and the diligence of the Com-
mittee commended.

A report of missionary labours by Mr.
Hogg, was read and approved.

The following appointments were then
made, viz.: Mr. Nelson to continue at
Murray Harbor till aft:r the second Sab-
bath of January, to supply Charlottetown
on the third and fourth Sabbaths of Jan’y,
and Lot 14 for the mouth of Fel’y : Mr.
Bearisto to supply Lot 14 on the last Sab-
bath of Dec. and the first Sabbath of Jan.;
Charlotictown on the sccond Sabbath of
Jan'y, Murray Harbour on the three fol-
lowing Sabbaths, and Charlottetown on
the sccond, third, and fourth Sabbaths of
February.

Rev. A. Campbell was appointed to
preach in St. John’s, New London, on the
second Sabbath of January, in the forenoon,
and in Grenville settlement in the afternoon;

Rev. W, Ross, on the sccond Sabbath of
Teb'y, in the forenoon in Grenville settle-
ment, and in the afternoon in St. John’s,
New London.—All these sexvices to be con.
ducted in Guwelic.

Adjourned to meet in Queen Square
Church, Chatlottetown, on Wednesday,
26th February, 1868, at 11 o’clock.

ALEX. FALCONER, Pbr, Clerk,

Presbytery of Halifax.

The Presbytery of Halifax met at Sha.
benacalic on the 14th inst., and after
Sermon by Rev. John Forrest was consti.
tuted by Rev. Edward Annand Moderator
protempore, besides whon: there were present
Rev. Robert Sedgewick, John Cameron,
John McLeod, James McLean, Edward
MecCurdy, Allan Simpson, John Forrest,
ministers, and Hiram Smith and William
Landalls ruling clders. A Commission
from the Kirk Session of Musquodoboit
was read and sustained, appointing Wm.,
Avchibald as their representative  Elder for
the current year. Mr. Archibald’s name
whs added to the roll, and being present he
took his seat as & member of Presbytery.

Having met for Presbyterial visitation,
the usual questions were put to the several
office bearers. The facts elicited by these
questions shewed this seetion of the congre-
gation to be in a very healthy condition,
both spiritnally and financially. The visi-
tation of the Gay’s River section, which teok
place in the evening of the same day, was
equally satisfactory. This is_one of the
largest, we lthiest and most efficient of our
country congregations, consisting of ahout
two hundred and fifty families—paying
their minister punctually eight hundred
dollars and contributing liberally to all the
schemes of the Church. Though Mr
McLean, who is abundant in labours, has,
with great cfficiency, discharged the dutics
of the whole congregation for about ten
years, yet in this wide and interesting field,
the Presbytery feel that thereis ample work
for two ministers, as well as ample means,
comfortably to support ohem. When their
two fine new churches now in the course of
erection are completed, they will hikely act
on the advice of Presbytery and obtain a
division of the Congregation.

The call from Poplar Grove Church,
Halifax, to Rev. John Cameron of Nine
Mile River, was then takenup. The papers
connected with the call having been read
and the Commissioners from both congres
gations heard, Rev. Rev. R. Sedgewick led
in prayer for divine direction—afier wiich
Mr. Cameron stated that having given this
whole matter his most serious and prayer-
ful consideration he felt it to be his duty to
decyine the call from Poplar Grove congre-
gation. On motion it was decided thas
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Mr. Cameron’s decision be regarded as the
termination of the matter. ‘The decision
was conveyed by the Moderator to the
Commissioners from both congregations
who acquiesced in the same.

A memorial from Kempt, praying to be
united with the station at Walton and
formed into a new congregation, was read
and fully discussed, when it was agreed to
allow the memorial to lie on the table until
the next meeting of Presbytery and recom-
mend the members and adherents of the
Church in Xempt to hold a public meeting
with a view to greater unanimity in the
contemplated union. A letter from Rev.
James Waddell was read stating that the
present_condition of his health renders it
impossible for him to give regular supply to
the distant sections of his ™ congregation,
and asking to be reliecved for a time from a
part of his labours. = The Presbytery
deeply sympathize with Mr. Waddell in
his affliction, and appointed a meeting to
be held therr at an early day to take the
whole matter into their consideration.—In
the meantime Mr. McCurdy was appointed
to supply Tangier on the first, and Mr.
Stuart on the last Sabbath of February.

Rev, Mr. Annand gave notice of 2 motion
to be laid before the next mecting with
reference to meetngs for religious confer-
ence.

The next meeting of Presbytery was ap-
pointed 1o be held in Musquodoboit on the
10th March, in the Middle Scttlement at
10 o’clock, 8. m., Mr. Annand to preach,
and in the Upper Seitlement at 6 o’clock,
p. m., Mr. Simpson to preech ; and on the
1ith of March at Sheet Harbour at 3
o'clock p. m., Mr. McLeod to preach.

Joux. 2 McLeop, Pby. Clerk.

Stivgy CurisTians.—At the last meet-
ing of the American Board at Buffalo, New
York, one of the speakers said :—¢We
have some church members whose religion
cannot endure the mention of the word dol-
lar. Their heart shrivels at the sound of
it, as the flower shrivels before a bite of the
frost. They are good at singing, good at
fecling well, and good at getting happy,
but good for nothing in helping God.—
Christian Intelligencer,

Scorcn Evangerizarioxn.—City evan-
gelization is increasing greatly in most ot
the large Scotch towns and citics, The
plan adopted demands that every church
shall plant a congregation in some destitute
district within the bounds. One of these
mission churches has now 1100 members,
when but seven years ago it had only 140,
and it has now become the parent of ano-
ther church of 580 members. Edinburgh
has nine of these churches; Glasgow fiftcen.

A Iindu woman lately tried to commit
suttee, that is, to burn hersclf with the dead
body of her husband, but the oflicers of the
law prevented her.

The venerable Mr. Moffat recently sat
down to the J.ord’s Supper, with forty
communicants, in a village of the Kuruman,
where the people had formerly accounted
for the forbearance of the missionaries under
contumely, by sctting them down as run-
awayr from their own country to escape the
gallows!

Brazir.—The mission of the General
Assembly’s Board (O. S.) meets with en-
couragements. ‘‘ At Brotas, Rev. I, N,
Piers reports his having admitted to the
communion of the church, ut the close of
the year, twenty-ninc persons, making the
number received by that church in the year
forty-nine, and its whole number sixty.
He also baptized fifty-eight persons, parents
and children.  Rev. A. L. Blacktord speaks
of two persons being admitted to the
church at Sao Paulo, on the last Sabbath
of December, making the number reccived
during the year sixteen and the whole
number twenty-two.”

Inp1a.—This is chiefly 8 sowing time in
India; but nevertheless there are in British
India, including Burmah and Ceylon, up-
wards of 190 native missionaries, 1800
native catechists, 1550 native churches,
50,000 native communicants, 214,000 native
converts, with probably 100,000 boys and
girls recciving Christian instruction. One
result of missions should be remembered—
that of 2000 native converts involved in the
sufferings of the great mautiny, cleven of
whom were massacred, not more than six
apostatized, and even they returned when
the trouble ceased ; while e/ proved faithful
to the English families with whom they
were connected as servants, &e.

Free Crurca CHARITY.— Among its
other measures for improving the condition
of its ministers, the ¥ree Church of Scot-
land has a society which assists in the
educntion of the sons and daughters of those
clergymen who have large families and
small incomes. At the annual mecting of
this institution in Glasgow, over which
Earl Dalhousie presided, it was stated that
the divisible funds for the past year amount-
ed to £1468, and that geants had been
made to fifty.six sons and fifty-eight daugh-
ters, reprcsenting seventy-three familics, the
sums given to each ranging from £6 to £15,
the average being £10 7s. 2d. This ena.
bles the occupant of many a manse or par-
sonage to give to his children that educa-
tion which fits them for entering life with
every prospect of success.
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Mauy of the Presbyterian Churches of § you were to try ever so earncstly. The

the United States are cnjoying o revival of
religion.

Dr, Noryax M'Lreop has arrived in
India, on his tour of inspection of the
Chuyeh of Scotland Missions there.

‘T'he Trish Presbyterian Church are about
to undertake a Mission to China. A col-
Iection for this objeet was to be made on the
third Sabbath of January 1863.

The English Presbyterian DMission to
China has  been remarkably successful,
owinx chiefly under God's Llessing to the
zeal and ability of Rev. Mr. Burns,

A Myxrricext Cornrctioy.— The
Rev. Dr. 1lall’s Church, New York, on the
first Sabbath of the New Year made 2 col-
lection of Fifteen Thousand Dollars for the
TFoveign Mission Board ot the Presbyterian
Church.  We have rarely heard of snch a
munificent collection.

G 3o PO
Giveside  Feading,

Some Words for Boys
I.—ON PRAYER.

Nothing, indeed, can be more casy than

to tell you ot the salvation offered by Christ :

Jesus: that he Ile died for us, and rose
again; and that, having overcome the
sharpuess of death, Ile has opencd the
kingdom of heaven to all believers. I
could tell you this &s you have often heard
it before, and the words would seem so old
and familiar to your cars that you could
hardly fix your attention on them ; while
the thing itself would be so strange and
foreizn to all your feelings and notions that
you would not bring it home to your hearts
aud lives.  Our Lord had been speaking to
Nicodemus about his sinful natuve, and the
necassity of its being changed; and even
then Nicodemus did not emer into llis
meaning.  Much less, then, could he enter
into the great doctriue of salvation through
Christ. He ould not atiend to what was
said of the means of curing him if he did
not feel that he was sick; and therefore
Christ well said to him, “ If I have told
vou carthly things, aund ye believe not, how
shall ye believe if Itell you of heavenly
things 37

This, then, is the difficuliv—how to make
you, particularly the youngest among you,
understand and enter wto the truths of the
Gospel. It s wot that they are, properly
speaking, hard to be understood. It is not
like some hard matter of science, or some
very difficult passage in a book, which you
really are not old cnough to understand, if

words in which religious truths are taught
are as plain to youas tome. You know
what is meant by death, and heaven, and
hell, and repentance, and salvation, when
you hear them spoken of ; but the trath is,
you do not care to think about them, be-
cause yon have no interest about them.—
Generally speaking, we can understand and
do weli what we are fond of, however dull we
may be about things that we dislike.  You
Kknow how common it is to see a boy very
dull about his lessons, yet very quick and
active in other things. Now he is dull
aiout his lessons because he does not Jike
them—because his mind is, as it were,
asleep to them, and wakes up for thiugs
which he likes better.  Real dulness of un-
derstanding shows itself in a very different
way, and is, in comparison, very uncom-
mon. If & boyis heavy and slow atall
times—dull at his plays as well as at his
work—unable to amuse himself, and seem-
ing to enjoy nothing but the lowest plea-
sures of all—eating, drinking, anl sleep.
ing—then indeed we may say that the fault
is, in @ great measure, in bis understanding,
that he wants the power as well as the will
But in the things of religion it is the will
that we all want, and not the power; it is
the appetite for our spiritual food, and noth.
ing else, that is requived; itis our hearts
that are sick and weak, rather than our
understandings. And what is it by which
we can make them strong 2 What is it, in-
deed, and who can give it us? No friend,
1o teacher, no :ninister of the Gospel ; no
parent, however watehful, however tenderly
affectionate.  No man can deliver his bro-
ther, no friend his friend, no parent his
child. All that the ntinost cave and kind-
ness of man, or even of angel, could do in
our behalf is to point out the spring of the
water of life ; but to drink it depends upon
vourselves only, and to desire to drink it
depends on the gift of the Spirit «f God,
If we are sick and weak, and our ¢ ppetite
for our food is gone, it is of no use: 10 tell
us to eat, or to put food before us; we must
first gret the appetite, and then we shall cat
naturally and healthfally.  And we know
that there are means by which ovrappetite,
when lost, may be regained.  If 'we are sick
and weak, it does not follow that we shall
never be well and strong, if we use those
weans which common sense and the experi-
cnee of others have told us to he usefal.
So also there are means by wlich thel ap-
petite of our souls may be recovered ; there
is 2 way by which they may become well
and strong, and common scasc, and the
experience of "all good men, and the Word
of God Himseclf, have declared to us what
these means are. You ali know that I
speak of the habit of prayer. You want
the will to come to Christ; you want to
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love zood more strongly than you now love
it; you want to love it so much as neverto
Jove any sin better. But yow want what
peither others nor yourselves, by yourselves,
can give you. ““No man can come unto
God unless God will draw him.”  You
may say, “* Perhaps Ile will not draw me,
and therefore I never shall be able to
come to llim.” Nay, but hear His own
promisee :—* No father will give his son a
stone when he asks for bread; and if we,
beiug evil, know how to give good gifts
unto our children”—if you know by experi-
ence how kind are your earthly parents, how
much they would give up for your good,
how carefully they woald do all in their
power to benefit you—*how much more
shall your Father That is in heaven give
Ilis Holy Spirit to them that ask Him?”

Be assured that no request which you can
make to the kindest of earthly fathers will
ever bie 50 sure to be readily granted as the
request  which you may make to your
heavenly Father that He will teach you to
love Him. Pray to Iim constantly for
1lis help to open your eyes and soften your
hearts, and be sure that such prayers will
not be in vain.  Pray to Him to show you
what He thinks of the evil that you are
every day committing, and to make you
think of it in the same mauner, and depend
upon it that you will judge of it, cre long,
very differently from what you now do;
and this is in your own power. You can,
if you choose, bend your knees, and utter
words to God; you can speak to Him in
your hearts at certain scasons, whether you
have opportunity to bend your knees ovno.
You can make a point of so speaking to
Him every day—of forcing yourselves to
doit, if you cannot do it willingly; and
then 3f you go on in this way, merely re-
solving and practising to speak of God—I
care not in how few words, so that they are
the words of your own hearts, asking Him
10 be merciful to you, and to make you Ilis
own truc children—he assured that the
will and the love of Ilis service will very
sonn he given to your prayers, and you will
be hrought by the Holy Spirit to know and
1 love the Father and His Son Jesus
Christ.

II.—THE BOY JESTUS.

Remember that when Christ took our
nature upon Him, and went through every
sigzre of human life to show us our pecubar
dutics in cach, onc of the only two things
remarked of Hium before he arrived at man-
hood is His dutiful regard to His parents—
“He went down to Nazareth, and was sub-
Jeet unto thew.”  The other thing recorded
of im is, that it was His pleasure to gain
such knowledge as would fitc Him for the
discharge of His duty in active life hereafier.
He was found by His parents in the temple,

e sitting in the midst of the doctors, both

hearing them and asking them questions.”
It is strangely mistaking the meaning of
this account, and utterly destroying its use-
fulness, to call this, as some have done,
* Christ’s preaching in the temple;” as if,
at twelve years old, and long before e
had begun Iis ministry, He would have
attempted to teach the authorized teachers
of Iiis country. The drift of the storvis
wholly different ; it does not vepresent Him
s doing what no one could imitate withous
presumption and folly, but as doing and
fecling what all those of 1lis age ought to
do, and feel also. e was anxious to gain
improvement, and took pains of llis own
accord to gain it. How often do yon neglect
it when it is brought before you, and
every wish of your friends urge vou to
acquire it?  He was interested in what lle
heard, and tried to get a thorough under-
stunding of it. Ile did notonly sit and
hear what was said, as if that were of itself
any use, but He wished to heed and profit
by it. He was found hearing the doctors
in the temple and asking them questions.
If anything in what they sail was too bard
for Flim—if He could not fully comprehend
it, He asked for more explanation. He
asked questions about it because He wished
to know it. You will say, perhaps, that
this was about religious subjects, and these
are very difierent from common lessons.
Itis true it was about religious subjects,
but it seems that it was with a view to His
future calling in life; it was to gain that
knowledge which afterwards shoue forth so
admivably in His own discourses, when,
like the wise houscholder in His own para-
ble, He brought forth out of Iis treasures
things new and old, and made every object
in nature, and every trath relating to human
society and human character, serve the pur-
poses of the kingdoms of God. The point
in the example is, that you should in youth
gain the hnowledge which may make you
better and wiser men hereafter—which may
enable you to glorify God in your genera-
tion by a wise and understanding heart,
and an able and eloquent tonguc—which,
amidst the infinitely varied relations of
society in our days, where there is scarcely
a sulject on which ignorance does not make
us less useful, and knowledge more so, may
enable you to ornament the common inter-
course of life, and to direct with judg-
ment its practical concerns, filling you
with a lively perception and an ardent love
of what is beautiful, of what is true, of
what is good. Afterall, this must, in some
degree, be & matter which you wmust at pre-
sent he content to believe on the testimony
of others. The object of education is to
benefit your manhood, and youmust there-
forc arrive at manhood before this benefit
can be fully tasted or comprchended.—
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Meantime, it is most certain that your busi-
ness here is in trath the business of your
heavenly Father—that it is a duty which he
whe wishes to do his Father’s will must be
anxious to perform zealously. ““Both hear-
ing them end asking them questions”—not
only sitting to listen to, or rising up to
repeat words which are forgotten as soon as
heard or said, but anxious to remember
and to understand what you say and what
you hear, that the fruit of it may remain,
and that you may be doing God’s pleasure
now, and may understand in this, as well as
in other matters, when the time for know-
ledge is come, that no one ever tried to do
His pleasure without feeling that he had
chosen the better part, and that to do the
will of (iod was the best wisdom both for
carth and heaven.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS, &c.

NOTICE ON STATISTICS.

The usual schedules have been forwarded
to Presbytery Clerks—two for each Congre-
gation, that they may be able to retain a

uplicate for their ownuse. If in any casethe
parcel has been sent to a wrong address, the
minister who receives it is requested to trans-
mit it without delay, to the Clerk of his Pres-
bytery.

It was ordered by last Synod, (See Minutes
page 25,) that in future, the Clerks of Presby-
teriesshould tabulate the Statisties within their
respective bounds. Printed forms have been
provided for their use, which they are expec-
ted to nll up, and forward to the Conveuer,
by the first of May. It will now be unneces-
sary to forward the original returns. In
reference to the column * Perms and Mode of
Payment,"” which may be thought too narrow,
it is suggested that the word Cash, might be
dispensed with, except where it may occur in
connexion with Produce—and that other
words might be contracted, as qu. for quarter-
lx—hf. for half yearly —adv. for advauce.
Clerks are requested to adhere to the alpha-
betical order in arranging the list of Congre-
gations, as being the most convenient for

purposes of reference.
A. McKxi6nr.
Conv. of Com. on Statistics.

MISSIONARIES WANTED.

The Board of Foreign Missions of the Pros-
byterian Church of the Lower Provinces,
having been authorized by Synod to engage
the services of one or more Missionaries to the
New Hebrides, invite Ministers and Proba-
tioners to consider prayerfully the ur-ent call
for Evangelists in that dark suu destitute
portion of the carth. .

Applications or letters of inquiry addressed
to the Secretary will meet with immediate
attention. By order of the Board,

P. G. McGREGOR, Sec'y B.F. M.
Haiifax, Oct. 24th, 1866.

The Treasurer acknowledges receipt of the
following sums during the past month:

HOME MISSIONS,

Thank-offering from a Presbyterian,
o Cornwallis. . By i $20.00
ongregation of Sydne ines, per
Rew DL Wi o L
Robert McDonald, Cape George .
A member of Central Ch., per Rev.J. T
A second member ©
A third member ¢
Khox Ch, Pictou town, perRev. A.R.:
Town Scetion.............539.62}
Cariboo Scction...... caenen 12.00

51.624
Cymro, Cow Bay....ooo.ovvuone.... 4.00
Bridgewater Cong., per Rev. P. M... 7.00
Maitland Juv. Miss. So., per Rev. J.C. 8.80
Salem Church Socicty, per Rev. G. P. 25.¢0
Mrs. Murphy, Antigonish........... 1.00

« FOREIGN 3IISSIONS.

N. B.—The first item of $100 was received
carly in December, and accidentally omitted
in the printed acknowledgments for January.
Cong. of Sherbrooke, including Mrs.

J. MecLean’s donation of $20.....5$100.00
Scotsburn and Saltsprings, for native

teacherson Fate.................. 10.00

Thank-offering from a Presbyterian,
Cornwallis........ Ceeeeeeieana 20.00
Sydney Mines Congregation......... 72.00
6.00

BMember of Centml‘ ‘Ul\., per Rev.l ‘J LT

Second member 1.00
Third member ¢ " 0.50
James Weir, senr., Rogers Hill, per do. 1.08
John Thomas Crockett, per do....... 2.00
Lower Selmah Missionary Society, per
Rev.J.Cviinnen ceteiiiianen. 1.95%
Rocl‘cville Missionary So., Maitland,.. 7.34

2. F. 19
Salem Church Society, per Rev G. P.100.00
Evangelical Society, Fish Pools, E.R. 8.00
River John, per Rev. H. . McK..... 1495
Summerside, P.E.I, per Rev. Mr

Frame, for 1867........ciiiiinnsn 0.00
West River Congregation, per Rev. G.
Roddick......... veemi i 27.50
Mrs. Murphy, Antigonish...........
O. O'Bricn, Esq., Lx. of Estate of T.
O'Brien, Noel. cuviiieiianianannnn 300.00
* DAYSPRING.”
Sydney Mines Sabbath School......514.00
Knox Church, Pictou town do....... 24.00
Albion Mines:
Children’s collection......... $4.05
Col. by Bliss Libbie Falconer. 8.00
« “ Janet Flemings.. 2.75 140

Second Congregation, Maitland:
James Logan............... $1.05%
Everett & Herbert McDougall 5.10
J. Currie McDougall........ 5.00

J. McD. White. veovueve... 075
Maria McDougall.:......... 0.6
Clara Barbrick........ . 1.00

James W. Doug)as....:..:. 1.00

Clarence and Susan White.. 1.00
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Elizabethand E\a‘\IcDouga.l 148} Col. by James Blunchar" Cornwa‘lhs.
JaneRoss. ........ieenenn. perRev W.F.......ioiiiee 3.00
Kate Lampbdl Ceeveieeieen 0 8" Col. by Nm\cy I‘erry. do. .y per do. 2.92
Mary Ellen Currie...... veee 1224 Col. at St. James, N.B., per RevJ. T.:
Ale\under Douglas....... .. 184 Miss E. McLeod, Bass Wood
Edwin Roy.......oooiinie, 1.25 Ridge . oovvrnininnennanss $4.63
John Howe....oooooiinnaen, 0.054 Cath. McKay, Scotch Iudge .10.20
Robert S. Currie. .... Ceeenes 1 52 B. Woodcock, Gleason Road.. 2.50
Charles Brown.....o.oovin.s 1.3 Ella A. T »ler, Pomroy Ridge.. 7.50
Alice and Agnes McDougall. 1 22 Clara Morp‘son. cetineenenaas 7.6
Jonathan I)ou&las. Ceeeaeees 1.3 Catherine Thompson......... 6.50
Everett Eaton......... PO 0.74 Lydia Weatherby, Little Ridge 1.7o

avid Douglas............. 0.65 —
%\omm T ;‘rlhompson ....... 1.00 American Currency.........510.68 29.00
Lucy Smith............... . 0.11 Col. at New Annan, per Rev. J. W.:
Anne Putnam, senr......... 2.00 Master Jas. E. Hanilton, New
Maggie McDougall.......... 0.75 ANnan ............... ..-.83.35
John Archibald........ vee.. 150 Master George Johnson. ... .. 0.23
Anne Putnam, jr........... .30 Miss Janet Johnson, for 1866. . 0.94
John McCulloch............ 3.00 1867.. 0.85
Anne Monteith. ............ 0.23 Mastcr Erskine Ross Chisholm,
Ada Gillies. ...oveniiiiie 063 Wentworth.....oooieen ... 1.00
Emma Coxe..ovviiana... 1.50 Master J. McKand, Henderson
Maggie Cox.....ovennin. .. 4.25 Settlement................ 0.49
Adella Cox...ooenuniinis 1.00 Bliss Isabella Rhind, do...... 0.334
Johm O'Brien............... 1.25 — 7.8}
William and Lizzie O’Brien. 0.504 "\Ien omlsh 8. Schools, per Rev. K. G.:
Fulton O'Brien.... .. veee.. 189 ol. Ly Miss Annic Copeland. ST, 04
Melinda Dalrymple...... .. 2.00 i “ Christy A. Olding 2.40
Edward Stirling. ........... 1.42 & «  Adelaide Mitchell 4.82
Nelson Dalrymple.......... 1.44 “ 4 Annie Murray... 364
Elizabeth Densiore. .. .. ... 150 & Laura Patterson.... 3.00
Jane Densmore....... ..... 3.13 “ Eliza Henderson. ... 1.60
Adeline Church ............ 150 « Ellza Y. Thomson. .. 3.90
George and Philip Densmore 0.58 & Elizabeth Robertson. 3.75
B FHGZC 1 e nveenananrnanss 0.4 “  Master Alex. Haggart,
Mrs John Trahey........... 3.37% Union Sch., Piedimont 257
Mrs I Grant..... Ceterannn 1.12% 32.79
Mrs dohn Roy.............. 1.50 Col. by Miss C. Fisher, Goldenville. . 12.50
Mis F. Frieze.....c.oo.oonn 2.00 %~ Ajss M. McDanicl, Sherbrooke 7.12%
— 69.84 #  Master Lemuel McLeod, White
R &b, School of Antigonish, per Rev. L Sands, PEL............. 7.00
........................ 864 & »fies M. Stew art, High Bank,

$:b. Schoo] Primitive Ch., per R. McG i3 oX SO 356

CIaSS L. veeraans vnnvee 804 Sab. School classes in Poplar Grove
2o, seeees 0 50 Church, Halifax, per Mr. C. Robson 87.22
Joooeiiiiiins il 0.663 Springside, Stewiacke, per Rev. J. S.:

L RRIREEPRPRPRPRIPRR 0.719% Mnr aret Fulton ......... ... 8275
Biiieiinia cessesaaas 0.88 A.Proven ...... eeenl 1 le
PR PPRTTRRRE creeen 1.v6 Samucl Creelman. .. . ceeene. 286
Tereneiinannne cinen 119 Elizabeth Hamilton. .. .... ... 337
R P RLITERR 157 Annic Johnson.............. 2.45
Devrinenne R 180 E. Johnston............ veees 215
0...... setsaessesenes 1.90 E. Gammell......oovuiiioio 2373
B Ceeeann 2.20 E. Kennedy.......... 1.
L, 2.25 Abbie Harrison......
B eeee. 227 JohnGuild. .. ooenvnnnnn.
Mo vees 2.54
I sxxop FuND.
g """""""""" gg‘; Salem Ch. Society, per Rev G. P.... 16.00
Becrersamnnmnenann. g;;i SUPPLEMENTING STIPENDS.
ol e Salem Ch. Society, per Rev G. P..... 25.00
——— 48.83%
Also, from Little Maggiv. .. .32 62§ EDUCATION.
| Litle Archie.............ll Member of Central Ch., per RevJ. T, 0.50
Biver Joh —— 46% Shnugl g}mrch ,Albion Mines, per Rev £
0 n‘ -------------------------
Archibald P. Foster........$1.00 Maitland Juv. Biss. Soeper Rov .G, 8.0
Biiza Ann Tattrie.. .. ....... 1.50 5

Salem Ch. Socicty, per Rev G.P.... 30.00
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CHINIQUY FUND.
A friend, per Rev. J. Thomsen, Cen-
tral Chureh. .t L oooiiiii o,
A little boy, per Rev P, G. McG.....
Salem Ch. Society, per Rev. G. P.... 20.00
INSTITUTION FOR DEAF AND DUME.
Salem Ch. Society, per Rev G. P..... 16 00

MICMAC MISSION,
Salem Ch. Society, per Rev G. P..... 1200
L'r Caledonia, per Mr. A. Sutherland, 5.63

The Treasurer of the Ministers® Widows'
and Orphans’ Fund, P. C. L. P., acknowledges
reeeipt of the following sums:—

12 months interest on £200, P.EL cy., $40.60
New Mills Cong'n, acknowledged by

Rev. . G. MeGregorin Oct. Record,  3.11
Donations acknowledged in November

Leecord, per R. Swith, Truro....... 192 50

Rev. d. Byers, Clifton............... 20.00
Rev. J. D Murray, Antigonish .. ..., 20 00
12 months interest on £500 X
Rev. D. MceCurdy .........

Rev, W Murray. ooooooeneanae

6 months interest on $800
Coupons on 2 3500 Prov’l Debentures,

30.00

400 36
Amounts formerly acknowledged. ... 7674.21

Total amount received to date. ..... £8075.07
IHowarnp Privros:,
Treasurer Widows' Fund P.(.L P.
Picton, Jan. 16, 1806.

PAYMEXNTS FOR THE RECORD.
The Publisher acknowledges receipt of the

following sums:—
Rev. M Wilson, Sydney Mines, C.B...510.00
0

AMr. Isaac Balrd, Waverdy............ 5.0

Ltev. T. G Johmston, Blackville, N.B.. 1250
Rev. T Seduwick, Tatamagouche. . ... 8.00
Rev. Jares Thompson, West River... 10.00
Rohert MeDonald, Esq., Cape George . 1.00
Rev. James Sahmon, Chipmsn, N.B....  3.00
Mr. Geo, B, Johnson, New amnan.... 9.00
Mr. A. K Graham, Five Islands 5.00
My, O. O’Brien, Noel.......oooal.t, 5.00
M 11, Sterns, Truro . .ovnvveeevaaoy 250
Mr. Alex. Archibald, Glenelg. ........ 11.00
Rev. R S. Patterson, Bedeque, P.EX, 6350
John Murray, Esq., Mabou, C.B...... 1000
By Rebert Logan, Five Mile River.... 5.00
Mr. Hugh Dunlap, Stewiacke ........ 500
Rev. Dr. King, Halifax .. ... 250
Mr. Hiram Sanith, Newport ... ... 17 50
Rev. James Friser, Boulardedie, C.B... 350
Mr. James Tate, Canso ... ........... 0.60
Rev. W Murray, Cornwalliseceeoooo. 550
Rev. A J. Mowatt, Albion Mines..... 20.00
1. L. Dickey. Esq., Cornwallis ....... 250
Rev. Dr Smith, Stewiacke........... 0.60
Rev P M. Morrison, Bridgewater.... 250
Mr. Jas. Gass, Shubenacadie......... 10.00
Miss Forrest, Halifax................ 200
Mr. L. E. McKay, Princetown, P.E.I, 8.0
Rev Mr. Forbes, Goshen. .o oovvevn.o 100

Mr. Jas. M. Patten, Ponds .. ....vvoo 500

.

John A. McDonald, Eeq., Sherbrooke. . 20.0p
Adam Roy, Iisq., Maitland.... 7

P. Pecbles, Esq., Quebec, ...
Mr. Thos. Campbell, Lake Ains

1

Mr. Logan, Upper Stewiacke.........

Mr. Alex. Cuimminger, Melrose. ... .. 500
Rev. J. A, I, Sutherland, Little Harbor, 600
David Frieze, Esq., Maitland......... X
Mr. Thos. Cumminger, New Glasgow, 2500
Rev. R Sedgwick, Musquodoboit. .. .. 13.00
Rev. John Turnbull, St. James, N.B... 13.10
Rev. D. S. Gordon, Anunapolis........ 10.00
Rev. James Mclean, Shubenacadie.., 6.50
Myr. E. Fulton, Brookfield............ 1.00
My. Daniel Hattie, Caledonia. .. . 250
Mr. Hugh Ross, New Glasgow .. 1060
Re = D. MeNeil, Woodville .......... 7.00
Mr. Thos. B. Gould, River John ...... 300
Rev. Jas. Fowler, Bass River, N.B.... 7.00

Officers of the Principal Boards, &c.

Board of Education—R. P. Grant, Esq,
Picton, President; A. McKinlay, Lsq., Ha?i-
fax, Vice-President; John MceKinlay, lsqg,
Pictou, Secretary.

Committee on’ Supplements.—Rev. H. M-
Teod, D. D., Sydney, Chairman; Rev. T
Sedgewick, Tatamagouche, Sceretary.

Committeg on Colportage.—~Rev. J. I. Bax-
ter, Onslow, Convener.

Bomrd of Foreign Missions.—Rev.J. Stuart,
New Glaggow, Chairman; Rev. P. G. Me-
Gregor, Halifax, Secretary.

Committee on Statistics.—Rev. A. McKnights
Convener.

Synod Treasurer, (Except Widow’s Fund.)
—Rev. P. G. McGregor, Halifax.

Receirer of Goods for Missions.—Rey &
P. G. McGregor, Halifax; Mr. George Hattier
Pictou. ;

Trustees of Widows® Fund—Rev. J. Bayne, &
D.D., Convener: Rev. G. Patterson, Green- §
Hill, Secretary; Howard Primrose, Esq., Pie- §
tou, Treasurer. -

Board of Superintendence of lecological .
Hall.—A. Forrest, Esq., M. D., Halifax, Chair*
man; Rev. P. G. McGregor, Halifax, Secy.

Board of Home Missions. — Rev. A. Me-

Kaight, Dartmouth, Chairman; Rev. P. G. Z28

McGregor, Halifax, Sccretary-
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