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woman, ‘The black
trasted sombrely with

veil
the

cot-
creamy

Father Damicn and Sister St. Martin. gorge hanging in heavy folds to her

(Ethelyn Leslie Huston, in Brann's Iconoclast,)

When Father Damien voluntarily
turned his face for all time to the liv-
ing horror and physical degradation of
Hawaii's lazaretto—when his shrink
ing foot touched the Molokai ahina, the
grey, desolate island with soil reeking
with hideous disease, the air heavy
with festering, living death, the people
ghastly nightmares of rotting limbs
with brain and memory chained in a
charpel-house of putrid flesh — the
whole world rung with his name. He
was defied, this humble Belgian priest,
who for seventeen long years toiled
and suffered till strength slowly sank
and his body, too, was sucked into the
maelstrom of leprosy Thig
peasant,”’ as the Rev. Dr. Hyde of
Honolulu charitably termed him, rose
to heights that left the Rev, Hyde and
others of his ilk but cowardly pigmies
cloge to the earth, fattening their por
cine bedies and sparling like mongrels
at the solitary eagle sonring alone to
ward the forked lightning of pain and
thundrous clouds of blackness and des

pair. Robert Louis Stevenson wrote an
Apologia--an open letter to the Rav
Hyde, who traduced Damien as only

contemptible envy can, and this letter
has been published in book form, Stev
enson declining all remuneration for
his elequent &nd most potent defense
Father Damien was human, yet touched
the stars.
his name has become
will live in song and story. And on
the tonsured head of the dead priest
will rest the tender green of the death
less laure! —always.

In the city of New Orleans is the
old, old order of the House of the Good

immortal It

He died a heroic death, but |

|

coarse |

|
|
|
|

feet and the face and figure of this
holy woman, framed in the black bars,
was worthy the pen of a laureate, the
brush of a master. Ritual and dogma,
church and creed, belief and unbelief,
query and theory, Christian
Pagan—all fade and pale into insig
nificance before the unwritten history
of this woman's life. A worshipper of

and

false gods, a visionist or a Dride of |

Christ—it does not matter. B fore her
task strong men would quail At
what she sees, pure women would
hrink. From what hus endured
good women would turn, afraid and
appalled. Her work was not lighter
than Damien’s, and it has extended
over nearly three times the number of
vears, His was a martyr’
Hers is a long martyrdom living
He was an humble peasant-
priest tending pitifully the diseased
in  body. is a cultured
man ministering tirelessly to half a
century of distorted minds and leprous
souls. Before the nobility of her li
the infinitude of her sacrifize,the sweet
ness and tendernees of her personality

she

death

She

one pauses, humble and silent, Some
may criticise her creed—they must rev
¢ her deeds.  Some may revile

she holds holy—they must honor

i that ie sublime, Some may cen

st s Church—they must bow to the

| woman, Damien helped tortured
| wretches to die. She helps torture
|women to liv With her delicate,
patrician hand she has touched lives |
thos ST Snd Raneg
hat reeked with ud degrad

tion, and goftly drawn them back from

the vortex the us ghastly refuse

on the slimy of a city morgue
| With  her soft voice he has
{silenced the obscene jest and
{ reckless curse and taught in
stead the tenderness of a

Shepherd Nearly fifty years ago a|
young girl, fair as a poet's dream,

dowered lavishly by all the
with all the luxuries of Wi
and the dazzling allurements of social
life before her, deliberately closed the
flower-hung gates that opened wide i
her girlish form, and laying her
wealth at the feet of the Lady of Sor
rows, exchanged the
the debutante’s gown for the hes
serge of the sacred order. The world
did not heed as the pitiless steel swept
the silken hair from the fair brow.
There was no breath of reverential
awe from ocean to ocean as the heavy
shadows of the Black Veil fell over the
bright head. There was no acclaim as
the low chant soanded its requiem for
a maiden's death. There was only
silence, profound as the sea at night,
as the altar gave back its dead and a
pale nun lifted her eyes to the stars.
Father Damien had been schooled in

grac

] N
great

ana

self-renunciation and reared in the
shadow of the monastery. Awful as
was his sacrifice, yet he but left the

bare walls and austere life of the hum
ble priesthood behind him, He faced
hortor, but he had already renounced

rery tissues uf‘

the world. This young girl knew noth
ing of life's bitterness.
laughed with her and

feet,
lirium of youth and joyous music. Her
veins thrilled with the sweet, warm
wine of young life and fancies light as
Titania's butterflies fluttered through
her waking dreams. Life opened a
wide vista of wondrous delights, peo
pled with laughing nymphs and radi-

ant with golden sunshine. Hope
whispered her sweetest fairy tales
and at her white breast nestled the

winged god pressing the pomegranate
to her warm lips. But beyond the
golden head of the Child she saw vis

ions that startled the girl dreams
forever from her frightened eyes;

through the vibrating sweetness of the
bird’s songs she heard the low wail of
lost women and in the golden blaze of
a world's glory she saw a veiled form
whose mask was Love and whose Kiss
wag Death. Andthen her heart awak
ened to an infinite pity, and, like the
Belgian priest, she renounced the world
and gave her life to ministering in the

soul's great Lazar house. I'rom
the low voices of culture and
sweet laughter of pure women, she

turned to the gasping cry of agony
and bitter curse of despair. I'rom the
Gardens of Pleasure, bright as her
girlish eyes, she turned to the Dasert
of Eternal Night, dark as the souls
that cowered, face downward, naked
upon its thorns. From the softness of
love's caress and the warmth of love's
kies she turned to the bare walls and
brooding silence of a sacred tomb
She strangled the torturing heart-hun-
goer of her womanhood and with a
metal cross erushed back in her breast
the yearning pain for the touch of
baby lips—the thrilling sweetness of
wandering baby fingers. Her girl-
life, richin promise, she crucified upon
a cross for women whose lives were
lived-—who had loved and sinned and
suffered and cursed, and in their in-
famy and shame she buried in pure
youth, her life, her hope for all time
and there was left only to—wait.
Outside of her order few know of
Mother St. Martin. I had heard her
story and in the house of Magdalens,
in New Orleans, when the black grat-
ing swung back I saw a face still very
beautiful, eyes soft and tender, with
the fires of the South burning still
through the long years of the chill
austerity of her holy calling, and an
outstretched hand, soft and white and
exquisite—the hand of a geutle

The world |only testimony
showered its|women
roses with roval hands at her dancing |Christ, and her epithalamium is the !
The birds sang round her iu de- | saddened chant ol cloistered nans, her

prayer
it she has lift

1 thest

With her pure
ed from the gutrer's fil female
and walked with them through
the 1 doloroso till they were again
within the pale of womanhood. DBut
woman, infinitely great and infin
y pitiful, is almost unknown. The
eyes, patient and tender and saddened
by the long pilgrimage of pain, are
rarely seen beyond the cloister walls
And while there are Dr. llydes base
euough to cast mud at the marble of
her order, there is no Stevenson to
challenge the defamer and give honor
where honor is due. In ode and epic
and history are shrined and immortal-

refinemer

aunimals

ized the memories of our Jeannes
d’Arec and our Molly DPitchers, our
Olara  Bartons and our Florence
Nightingales, and pre - eminent

among them should be the memory of
this white robed nun who gave her
wealth to shelter our homeless Magda
lens and her life for their redemption.
Over her dead Christ is written ** Hom
inum Salvatum.” Over her brow rests
only the black veil. And the silent
group of shronded figures kneeling be
fore the sculptured Nazarene are her

She gave her life for
heart and soul to her

and

arc of triumph the pale sunshine riven

by an upright Cross.
New Orleans, La., Feb. 12
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A FAMOUS JEWISH

CONVERT.

From the moment of his conversion
Alphonss Ratisbonne, like another
Francis Navier, burned to win souls
for Christ. The command to *‘ go first
to the perishing sheep of the house of
Israel ' stirred his heart to its inmost
depths, and he longed to begin the
work of the regenera of his people,
Again and again he urged bis brother
Theodore to take a house where, with
the consent of their parents, Jewish
children would be received, baptized,
and brought up in the Faith of Christ.
Touched by Father Marie's representa
tions, hesitati yet not daring to
combat what might be Divine inspira
tion, the saintly priest who was then
with M. Desgenettes, Director of the
Arch confraternity at Notre Dame des
Victories, had recourse to the Bless d
Virgin and besought her to make
known the will of God. ‘‘If thisde
gign be inspired by you, O Mary, give
me a sign. Send me a child — one
gingie Jewish child—and it wiii be o
me a proof of your intervention.” The
answer was not long delayed ; the sign
was given, That same day a Jewish
lady at the point of death sent for him,
wishing to leave her two little girls in
Christian hands. With emotion too
deep for words the priest accepted the
trust—Mary's sign—and had the joy of
pouring the waters of baptism on the
head of the mother. The week was
not over when another Jewish lady,
touched by the account of the miracu-
lous conversion of Father Marie in
Rome, called on Father Theodore and
committed to his guardianship her
three little children. Others continued
to flock in, and soon it became evident
that the work so happily begun should
now beorganized. Gregory XVI., in
an audience which he granted to
Father Theodore, warmly blessed and
encouraged the enterprise, and in
Muy, 1813, several ladies desiring to
sanctify themselves under a religious
rule embracing the special mission of
Ouar Saviour, hitherto unrepresented
in the Church by any community of
men or women, offered themselves to
Father Theodore to become the spirit-

ng,

ual mothers of the Jewigh children he
bad gathered together. Thu , under
Mary's auspices, began the institute,
now <o widespread, of Onr Lady of
7 on,— Liverpool Catholic Times.
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by ths prevalence of so much that isidiscour
aging and depressing in the atmosphere of
the pulpit :nn{ tha platform, and while sen
sationalism and cha wism lold the atten
tion of ‘the unthinking and the vot
| belief, Father O'Keefle is

iries of un
firm in the convic

; tion that truth will eventually trian
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Carmelite Review,

THE CHURCH IN FRANCE,

At times everything would seem to point to
a coming conflict between Christianity
the powers of darkness
upheavals are the devil's opportunities
France the condition of things is most serious
and pitiable. It is pleasant, therefore, to
hear words of hope—one prophecy which has
no sound like a tuneral knell, A Frenchman
of learning and sound judgment, who has
ately made a tour of the United States,
cords his impressions of it in a calm &
criminating way ; and, in comy
country with his own, takes oces
this prediction : ‘* Infidelity is doomed,
fore the year 1900 the Lord God will be the
fashion in 'rance.’”

The world takes her fas
80 We may pray—we t with all reverence

that the genial Frenchmar ssertion may
be verified, and that the eldest daughter of

ions from IFrance ;

the Church may return to her mother.— Ave
Maria,
- -
A RASCAL EXPOSED.
I iter Crispi! Again the great

statesman ot the Italian Revolution
the public stage, as the recipiout

ecupies
f some ot

his deserts, but not by any mean e

What is more disappointing is the fact that
though he has been adjudged guilty, he has
escaped the just penal consequences of mal

feasance—evidently through his judges la
ing the courage of their convict .
mittee of the Senate has been inves
liis conneetion with tl ian Banl
ies and the charga of t yin the sale of
decorations, and found him guilty. But it
was recommended that there ba no prosecu
tion of the culprit, and this singular report
the Italian [Parliament last Wednesday
adopted by the tremendous majority of 207
to 7. We aro free to surmise that
mighty esoteric influence has been exerted to
secura this glaring non sequitur. Butitis
£0me ¢t lation to know that rascality has
been at last hunted to earth, and one of the
most daring and able foes of religion and
decency exposed in his true colors to the
scorn of mankind,—Standard and Times,

P ¥
GLADSTONE.
Freeman's Journal.

The dispatches concerning the health of
Mr. Gladstone indicate that his illustrious
career is approaching its end, It may be
delayed for a time, but there is no cure for
old age. Gladstone is one of the three very
great men of the century. The other two
are Leo NIII, and Bismarck, It is difficult
to calculate the immense iufluence the lives
of these three great men have had and will
continue to have on the world, social and
political,  Of the three, Lieo alone continues
to have a voice that is more than an echo oy
a or The othar twa hava drifte
of tha current of active affairs, and the world
thinks not on what thay do, but on what they
have done; just as it thinks on the great
dead, But Leo remains in full activity, more
potent than in any of the past years ot bis
pontificate, But even he, as ha hints in his
latest poem, looks forward to the inevitable :

Its

some

N, X

ant

One last ray. Leo, sheds thy sun

And pallid sets ; its course now run
As murky night descends ;

Descends on thee, whose torpid blood

Can withered veins no longer flood ;
Thy body fails, life ends.

-

HEALTHFUL OPTIMISM.

Rev. Henry E. O'Keefte, C. 8. P,, writing
in the April Catholic World, takes an op
timistic view of the chaotic condition of re
ligious agitation, and sees hope of better
things as a result of even the charlatanism
now so rife and rampant. ‘The appetite
for the curious, the mystical, the occult,
prompts emotional natures to listen and ac
cept,” he says. KEven the popularity of the
quacks and fakirs does not discourage him.
'I"hu spread of spiritualism, faith cures, the-
osophy and palmistry he regards as develop
ments of latent religious forces, He writes :
*“ Just where the diabolism in these beliefs
begins and where deception ends, and what
part hysteria plays over all, it is difficuls to
determine. lowever, these weaknesses
argue not the lack but the excess of faith.
l)oub,g is the lack of faith, superstition its ex-
cess,

While others are grieved and sorely tried

deal better without
Well, 1d know ; I shall tr t one

§ s 4 day, and keep to it
r twel months that man did keep to
I day I'hat indicates that he
" f ver onside natural self
But at 1hs end of twelve months h
I think it a foolish thing for a man
t fown any hard and fast line for him
sel A man ought to be able to say, * 1 will
take as much as is good for me, and as little
: i8 not good for me,” 1 will restrict my
self to what my requirements need! He

aimed at t
Six months

rd that young man was

picked up, real ik, in the street, His
employers forgave him tha first offence, &

he hiad borna an exceillent character up to
that time ; but the ffance was followad

)Y 4 S8

3 i he was eventually dismissed
from his pos

and became an cuteast from

society. Hethan plunged into a life of in
temperance, and within a few short years of
hat ¢ all delirinm tremens hurled him in

o eternity! This is how the fatal drink
habit of drunkenness grows, little by little
Sacrel Heart Baview,
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FAILURE OF THE SHAKERS.

How difficult it is for a cooper
munity to exist outside the Cat
has been illustrated in a mu
stances. Th ganization flourishes for a
; . hut invariahly ving {0 One Canse o
another, umbs. A frequent cause of
rnal discord @ jsalousies and an

failure is

tagoni and the experiment ends in

arisa

nd disintegration I'lare are other
o the absence of an Ited motive,
for example ; the t to ice any de

pendence
\\‘I:
an acc
sprung into bei
ished

The latest illustration is
the Society Shakers
Kentucky
able, as tl
bo This

be written g
colonies that h

ind this is all
Shakers

curious sect

com
fou

I lish woman named Anun Lee,
der of a blacksmith of Mancheste
girlhood she was a very violex

i ¢ )

girl, and after some distressi
which evidently disord

not strong, she wa
Christ had come upor
time ¢ had
hout preaching
migrated to /

periences
naturally
d w idea that
the earth for a second
hosen His abode in her person,
y doctrine
a, where she
Ann Leo
red that
lrawn

the

from common s
gitt of graco ¢
The Kentuc

: ha 3 T
: to eyes exalted by
18 still visible

ety

flourished

remarkably, E 3 1ghout 1he
South knew of the excellsnce of tha Shaker
wares—the the fruits, ths

ww hats and box
h kers were honest in their
nd anything purchased of them
pended upon., Hencethey mada
of cattle the culture of
< 1 articl f
yw all is gone ; the Shaker factories
are abandoned, the industries have stopped,
the lands are mortgaged, even the mesting
house has been sold and by the irony of fate,
converted into a ball-room. That seems the
final humiliation, for if tha Shakers detested
and dreaded anything it was worldly amuse
ment. The quaint followers of the fantastic
Ann Les are about to be scattered and will
soon be lost sight of in the busy multitude
from which they once lived apart.—Balti-
more Mirror,

brooms, the
nets The
dealings

horses,

food

s .
FULTON AND CHINIQUY,

The Army and Navy Journal of March 5,
says .

Y Phere is a wild Ishmaelite of a Baptist
minister in Boston, named Justin D, Fulton,
who has long wearied that city with hLis in
sane utterances, In arecent sermon he thus
explodes : **McKinley has deserted God and
betrayed Americans. The same I say of
Tom Reed, Since the assassination of Abra
ham Lincoln by Rome there has not been
such a horror as the destruction of the
*Maine,” Rome has in every chaplain in
the Navy, a man who would toss a torpedo
into the magazine of any ship in the Navy if
he was so commanded.
McKinley ?"

We believe that the wild Ishmaelite does
not just now honor Boston with his pres-
ence. He fell into distavor with the A, I’. A,
contingent when he went out to Chicago at
the time of the International Exposition to
capture the World’s Congress of Religions.

I1as Rome Hoodooed |

He was accompaniad by

800, contributed by
his \ )

admirers, He returned witlout ha
accomplished his mission
| that is another story, \ in
| thi relu 1
| ent to & ita
| i ¢ S
bl ot procoed f
n r seduc |
it Rome 1 1t
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1 i deced 1 ry W here
1 1
I
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1 to appreciate the I e 1
1er I'o return #0 callad
weament of Ca ward
are t great
itholie | ts in imbibing

ide: It this n
are ignorant of Pr
‘tion we deny it flat
r knowledge ot Pro
ant ministers have concerning Catho

Many of the latter make the most

ns that pries
estaut ideas of

neity.
astonishing and unpardonable bluuders re

garding 1t

I'ha reports of
conversion of Catholic priests in France seemn
to be deliberately manufactured, when ths
makers of them have not been deceived by
imposters, to create an impression on this

lia wholesale

side of the Atlantic. The result desired is the
sending of more funds to support a band of
usel missionaries, who, probably, could
wt  find remunerative employment  at
1me

I'he McAll mission is another complete
farce, Its workers, apparently, believe, be
cause their tracts or leaflets are received

a smila, that they are making a religious
impression, The smile is, probably, only
one of good-natured tolerance. One might
give tha same kind of a reception to a ciren
lar for a quack medieme. The colporteurs
are tha ohjects of inward contempt to the
‘rench, whose politeness will not allow th

I m
to betray outwardly tha scorn in which they
hold thage religious adventurers from an
other land. A reportin an American news

paper says that colporteurs on bicycles
are chaered as  they 5 througl
ivench viliages distribuiing e liter

ture. Weused to ha Mussachusetts a
poor, harmless old ereature named Daniel
ratt. e used to be cheered when he dis
trib an incoherent mass of stufl in a
pap ] the Gridiron, of which he wa
the editor I'he ¢ I n need he ¢

tanded further thae to s
colporteurs have astrong

I'hey probably need care a

cannot realiza when they are the objacts
i ecially to the native IFrenc
ministers, who, we are inftor
pooh: po the McAll movement, - Sacre
Heart Review.
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PROF. STARBUCK.

Catholic
Prof. Charles , Starbuck ot

Universe

A\ nde

versity handles very severely
fellow mimsters who delibarately
sent the Catholic Church and falsity

This remarkabla 'rotestant scholar has con
il a series of papers
exposing and refuting

to the S

rt Raview

s uttered against the anciaot faith |
v class of preachers and writers whose per
ces ot in charity be be regarded

e than as sing against the light

Awnng othar eounts of tha indictment framed
by Pro r Starbuck is this one

“ Lansing, tharefore, and t I d
of his fellow-slanderers and ple
civil and religious peace, are aun'hanticall

ywn to ba guilty of utter parversion, mver
sion, retroversion, and distortion of the
declarations of Pius IX. and of the doctrine
of tha Catholic Church,  They bring fo

wrest pi

odius charge, cal
to fire the bl
Protestants, They turn away from all
lightenment, spurn the very suggestion of
tomperate pause and inquiry, and lest this
hideously eflicacious weapon of evil should ba
wrested trom tham, their editors disdainfully
retuse to publish clear explanations of the
authentic doctrine of Rome. And yet these
are the men that rend the air with thair
howlings about tha obliguities of Jesuit
morality, and the dreadful designs of Rome
agzainst our social peace !

We should think thatiwith God’s grace,
ench acts on the part of his tellow preachers
would force the Andover professor into the
fold of Rome, if anything would.

nea of tha cle
eribahly
culated, above all others
1
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in utter
santrary

t

1
o
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N. Y. Freeman’s Journal.

It is a mystery how a scholar who writes as
Prof. Starbuck of Andover, hag been writing
| on Catholic subjacts for the last few years

can remain ontside the Catholic Church.  He

is following the example of William Cobbat,
| 1t is to he hoped that hia will not follow it to the
| ond. Let him rathar follow Dr. Brownson,
Fven he hesitated for a time, thinking to con-
vert the world to the Catholic taith and thon
march trinmphantly in with the crowd. But
ha did not take as long a time as Prot, Star-

| such an enterprise. He scon saw that ha
needed the Church more than the Church
needed him, and that his eternal salvation
was at stake, Whan his great mind and pro-
found learning led him up to this point, he
saw that he could not procrastinate with a
good consci , and he hesitated no longer,

aman interests and pride of intellect
lad him to disreg y i i Go )4
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when the vivifying prin of |
tl ul-—has left it.  To
to orga ition, un
pirit of faith, as Dr. Patto
to d vitgr eredit to i
a 8 an

a visible society on

Christ

earth to carry out the mission of salvation to
the world la carrying out this mission the
urch was (o come 1n confuct with the or-

ganized powers of darkness

tacle tha Church would make
with & mission to fultil, an obj
snlnofhead or officers to dire
lant tight, inde it would make

A sorry spec-
in the world
to attain,
A pral-
agaiust the

( 1izad armies of eviliti
Il and nuofticered crew, w
battle Christ preached ; *

rainst Hsolf shall ba b
lation, and house upon houso shall fall,
Without order and without authority short
would have been the days of the
arth, Theretore did Chri it organiz
ation, And if the Church for vineteen hun-
dred vears has preserved this organization
and made it fruitful of mueh good, credit
must be given not to the organization but
rather to tha « ith that imated it
and made it productive. Catholic Witness,

divided a

zht to deso-

wrel
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y A‘n:m‘ nding t :.l‘lw

9 1 [ pendent tha study of the

s, T'he wlish divine could not pos

have pointed out to them a weapon more

1 IParrar,

tructive ol I ) wtism than the w 1
ings ob 1the Goree itin Fathers of the
Churel In the study of their
works that to the Tractarian
movemant in England, hal
when the Auglican Establish

homew
In 8 the Patrisii iing
bergr trax in Oxford from then Gre
and Latin originals 3 and th i
engaged in the task ware sot
r in those writings doctring:
¢ Chur y that 1t
cal examination dod e
ing t that S Gregory
Joha Chrysostom, St, Augus'ing
ind so many others up to the apos
St Clement t. lgnatiug and St
Greeks and Latins—were tha variest of
* Papists ™ hing the seven

the doctrine ot
fossion

purgatory, sacr
the Reul Presence o
nd the universal

was food for tl

question naturally sugges!
has bacoms of those Hring
proclaimed by the early 1Matl
Church coneadadly 3 pur

be found in Anglicamsm, or 1n
form of P’rotestantism. The

laimed in the Church of Rome

And thus the momentous «
opened up iu which the lear
t part, nntil, through | gulding
Lokt b vaw of tha Ang
moent went back to the old, it bl i
corruptible Ci h which their tathers ha
aband( 3 there found rest for their
troublod souls.

I'he conversion of these lami host (
a marvelous iutluence on the poy miud in

Kongzland In the language

“When Newman fell (!) he drew
three-fourths of the stars
heavens Vhile the h

reasoned somewhat in thie fashion :
are the glory of our university and the pride
of our national Church, who, atter loug and
eritical research, and even in the tovh ot
bitter prejudice, and large porsonal sacy ilice
all going over to Rome! Surely
averred, there must be something, atier &
in that moceh-hated Church 1'is stop they
took, not in ignorance, for they are our wost

buck has taken to see the inconsistency of |

illustrious scholars; not in has'e for, like
Newman, their minds, for years, wore
tossed on the sea of doubt ; not through tem
poral motives, for they sacrific exalrec

stations and brilliant tuture

incurred the erucial displeasura of chori
family and triends, But, truo sC161
they heroically gave up all and hved fore

|
|
i

| more exclusively for God, in the comforung
| bosom of the Church, Catholie, Apostc wd
Roman—praying tor the return of thewr

gehismatic nation to the One lold of the One
Shepherd,

In view of these facts, wa rapaaf, it 1s s
ly strange that the Dean o G Wy
should advise study of the Fathers, the viig
inal cause, as we have pointed out, ot all s
Aunglican woe.— Union and Times,
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r five minp d ner ' familiar with the philosophies to such | #81Tald, : 1d . it o o
tehed and e L e 4 : 1 an extent that he un tood the arch- | asmmuca  a 0 ( "_ “"
1 . N 1 1« pa t s life thout thisrestless t y
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e kv “f” Sl ”[ e \”.V-‘“\ | e g M‘” \'”“ Y= | ture is the brettiest object in the world, | Which he possessed, his healthy stom- | was not a manuseript or papyrus in the
Lain, Vith any man b him death ] to it * there oo stros v NECL e . > 1 B b ¥ g t raa( 3
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the warmth and light l_S to leave thl&" was ready to give his life. He felt "whose cup mestles the polsonous The Procurator, seating himself upon | of it. At the critical time when 1
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in discussions, which in the time of the
symposiums took place in the house of
Timon ; often in the labyrinth of dif
ficult problems, she never lost herself,
and, like Ariadune, she safely led ou
others. ler father regarded her with
great admiration and honor. Besides,
she was surrounded by a mysterious en
chantment verging on holiness for the
reason that she had prophetic dreams
and visionsin which she saw things in
visible to the eyes of mortals. The old
gage lcved her as his own soul, and for
that reason he was afraid to lose her,

because she often gaid that in her
dreams appeared some malignant
gpirits and a wondrous light.  She

koew not whether it were the fountain
of life or death.

Meanwhile she was surrounded by
love. Egyptians who visited the house
of Timon called her Lotus, because that
flower was worshipped on the banks of
the Nile, or perhaps because he who
saw her once might forget the whole
werld.

Iler beauty was equal to her wisdom
Fgyptian suns had not bronzed her
face, in which the rosy rays of dawn
geemed to be inclosed in the transpar-
ency of a pearly shell ; her eyes were
as blue as the Nile, and her glances
seemed to come from distances as un
known as do the waters of this mysteri
cusriver. When Cinna saw and heard
her the first time, on returning to his
home he felt inclined to rear an altar
to her honor in the atrium of her house,
and sacrifice on it white doves. He
had met in his life thousands of women,
beginning with the maidens of the far
north, with white eyelashes and hair of
the color of ripened corn, to Numidians,
black as lava, but until now he had
never met such a form, nor such a soul.
The more he saw of her, the better he
knew her ; the more he heard her
speak, the greater grew his astonished

gseemed that there issued

Sometimes it

was willing with his sword to let out

that to do so he must first become mad.
A certain Greek physician said to
him that it was Hecate who appeared
to Anthea, aud that those invisible
beings whose rustlings terrified the
patient belonged to the band of that
baneful divi.ity. According to him
there was no help for Anthea, since all
those who saw llecate must die.
Then Cinna, who ot long ago would
have sneered at a belief in Hecate,
offered sacrifices to this goddess of a

hecatomb. But the offering availed
not, and the next day the spectral

eyes gazed at Authea.

They tried to veil her head, but she
saw the cor,se like face even through
the thickest covering. When she was
confined in a darkened room the face
looked upon her from the walls, dis-
pelling the darkness with a pale, ghost-
like phosphorescence. In the even
ing-tide the patient felt better. Then
she lapsed into such a profound sleep
that it seemed to both Cinna and
Timon that the would never awaken
again. Soon she got so weak that she
could not walk unassisted. They car-
ried her in a litter.

The old restlessnese of Cinna re-
turned again with a hundredfold force,

admiration. Sometimeshe who did not
believe in the gods thought that
Anthea could not be the daughter of
Timon, but of some god, and that she
was halt a woman and half an im-
mortal,

Soon Cinna found that he loved her
with a great and unconquerable love,

and completely took possession ot him.
There was In him a great fear for
Anthea's life, and a strange feeling
that somehow, in some way, her sick-
ness had a mysterious relation to those
unsolvable problems which he had dis-
cussed with Timon in toeir first serious
conversation. It may have been that

asdifferent from any feeling awakened
before as Anthea was different from all
other woman. He wanted to possess
her only to worship her. For this he

the old sage thought likewise, but
Cinna did not wish and was afraid to
| question him about it. Meanwhile the

death,and to day 12 will be erucified

1

small lizards and chameleons seeking

exhausted, that not a spark of hope
remained, and that soon this loved
form would become only a fleeting
shadow avd a handful of dust inured
in a columbarium.
Reclining there in the blossom be
decked chair she looked as if death had

Suddenly was heard the sound of ap
proaching footsteps. Authea’s fico
became at once deadly white, her half
parted lips breathed convulsively, her
v o+

hoaved aquickly

t he —tha ","""!‘f“
martyr felt that it was the band of her
invisible tormentors which always
heralded the appearance of the hideous
corpse with the horrible glaring eyes
But Cinna, teking her hand, reassured
her, saying :

¢ Anthea, fear not.
footsteps.”

Shortly he added :
“This is Pontius, coming to visit

)

I also hear the

us.
And truly there appeared in a bend
of the path the Procurator,accompanied
by two slaves. He was not a young
man. He had a round, carefully
shaven face, which showed an assump
tion of authority commingled with an
air of weariness,

“1 galute thee, noble Cinna, and
thee, divine Anthea !" said he, enter-
ing under the shade of the pistachio.
+ After the cool night the day is now
warm, Oh, that it would be fortunate
to you both that the health of Anthea
would bloosom as the hyacinths and

“ And thou didst yi¢

from them black, repulsive beetles, Authea bowed her head
which flew to her through the air “ Time will heal thee,” said [Cinna, “B g the city would have
The very memory of this vicion filled | seeing her sorrow, which was retlected occurred turbulent riots, and I am
her x'»\tw‘ with terror, and in the end | on his face. placed here VO PRERBLNS th e. 1
her life became so frightful a torture “‘Time is in the servic: of death, | must comy duty. L &0 iy
that she implored Cinna to hold his|not life,” answered she slowly. cesses, and besides ly m very ired ;
swrd so that she might kill herself, or Agaia silence ensued : around her but when I once decide todo something
that he would let her partake of | constantly played the golden circlets : [ do not hesitate to sacrifice, for the
poison. the locusts chirped still louder, and general good, the life of one Man,
This he knew hd could not do. He|from the crevices of the rocks glided especially if He is an unknown man

about whom none will

bad for Him that He is

ivquire. It is
|

not a Roman

his own life’s bloed, but kill her hs|sunny spots. o

could not. When he imagined her Cinna's glance rested tenderly on citizen.

dead face, with closed eyelids, pale| Anthea and for the thousandth time “The sun shines not over Rome
with the cold quietude ot death and despairing thoughts passed through alone,” whispered Anthea

her breast torn with his sword, he felt | his mind, that all means of help were ‘¢ Divine Anthe ' replied the Pro

curator, I would answer thee that
over this whole earth the sun shines on
the Roman empire, and for its good it
behooves us to sacrifice all, and riots
undermine our dignity. Dut
all I pray thee, do not ask from me
that I change my decree, Cinna will

before

called her his own. tell thee also that it cannot be, and
« 1 will follow thee, too,” thought | when a decree is once yromulgated
. , ’ 1] l

Cinna. Cwesar alone could change it liven if

I desired I could not. Is not that the
truth, Caius

¢ It is so."

To Anthea %hese words caused a

visible agitation, and she said, think
ing perhaps of herself :
‘¢ Sp, then, itis possible to suller and
die without guilt.”
“ No one is without guilt,” answered
Pontius. ‘‘ This Nazarene did not
commit any crime, therefore as Pro-
curator [ washed my hands. DBut asa
man I condemned His doctrine, For a
purpose, 1 conversed with Him freely,
desiring to examine Him, and I was
convinced He proclaimed unheard of
things. It is difficult! The world
must rest on cool reason. Who denies
that virtue is needed ? Coertainly not
I. But only the stoics teach us to
bear adversity with serenity, and they
do not require us to renounce every-
thing, from our estates to our dinner.
Cinna, thou art a reasonable man ;
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Could Not Rest.
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Hood's Sarsaparilla to others. It has been
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health., She was stricken down with an
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attack of nervous prostration. She suf-
fered with headaches and her nerves were
She becameo very

uld only

under strain.
low spirited and so weak she ¢
do a little without resting. Her
appetite was poor, and being so weak
she could not get the proper rest at night.
She decided to try Hood’s Sarsaparilla, as
we had heard it highly praised, and T am
glad to state that Hood’s Sarsaparilla hos
perfectly cured all her ailments.” G

severe

work

what wouldst thou think of me if I
should give this house in which thou
livest to the ragged beggars who sun
themselves at the city gates? And
this is what e requires. Agaln he
gays that we should love all people
equally ; Jews the same as Romans,

apple buds that adorn her chair.”
 Peace to thee, and welcome,’ an-

| patient was fading like a nower in

swered Cinna.

Romans as Egyptians, Egyptians as
Africane. I confess I have had enough
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recomm jed by the Arch
i ronto, Kingston, Ottawa, and St
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and the clergy

iblication, a8
to business,
and must

ended for |

| fove the
full before the paper

heir residence It
48 the new a
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KINGSTON.

ARCHDIOCESE OF

The hierarchy of Ontario, compri
ing the Mos. Reverend Archbishop of
Toronto, and the Right Rewve rend
Bishops of Pet rborough, Alexandria, |

London and Hamilton, met at Toronto
on Friday, the 25:h ult,, for the pur
pose  of lecting three names from
among which the Holy Father will
probably choose a successor to the iate
Most Rav. Archbishop jCleary I'he
names will, as usual, he kept secret hy

the Bishops until the appointment be
made by the
A recor

the priests of the

Pope.
ymendation signed by all
Archdiocese

of Kingeton was laid betore

the Bishops, praying that the Rov

C.H G

pointed. F

wuthier of Brockville be ap

Giauthler was

ther
ed by the priests at a meeting held in
the palace at Kingston on the previous
Thureday .

ILLITERATES.

the New York

to a correspondent, re

\ recent article in
Sun, in reply
futes by undeniable statistics the pre
who have been

which those

demanding an educational test for im

tenca on

migr nts in order that the standard of
American citizenship may not be de
graded by the illiterate population of

Europe coming to Awmerica to make

their this
figures are taken from the last ¢

The

18U8,

bhomes on continent.

and they show that the States in which
the American eloment is strongest have
the
whites,

of illiterate
which the
foreign element has a very high per

largest percentage

while those in
centago have a very small percentage
of white illiterates

The two Carolinas have an’exceed-
ingly amall foreign population, while
in the two Dakotas the percentage of
foreigners is very large.

I'ne figures
ara the following :

Percentage of
forelgners

Percenta
white
illiterates.

e of

North Dakota ... 108

South Dakata 2750 4.1

North Carolina .23 0

South Carolina | 1.0
T'HE DELUGE

The

America, especially those who take an

learned

men  of Kurcpe and
interest in the monuments and inserip-
tions which

Egypt,

have been discovered in

Babylon and Assyria, are giv-
ing much attention to a recent dis
eovery made by the Rev. Father Scheil,
the

renowned IFrench Assyriologist

This consists in a new Babylonian ac
count of the Deluge. Itis

clay brick tablets which are said to date

a writing on

or six centuries before the

| that is guaranteed under the Constitu-
itinu, but as long as the Government
'may be willing to put a liberal con-
| struction on the school laws, the plan
| adopted may prove so acceptable to the
Catholic minority that it may not be
deemed necessary toinsist upon further
legislation. The plan is precarious,
but it ig the substance—freedom of re
ligious education—which Catholics re
quire, and if this be practically con-
ceded there may be no further agita-
tion, even though the letter of the law
entrenches upon Catholie rights,

j SAYING GRACE

A correspondent calls our attention to

the fact that some Catholics the

gay

prayer which is called ** grace " before

and after meals, standing, whereas

others do so sitting, and requests us to

tell which of these is the proper prac

tice Prayers, generally, may be
fered in any respectful posture,

according to the circumstances of the
cage, but kneeling is the posture gen-

erally to be recommended, because it

3 the most resgpectful towards God,

I'his position, however, would not

1sually be convenient for the prayers
recited before and after meals, aud it

| is the usual Catholic practice to recite
: these star diag. There is not,however,

| any copdemnation against their being
| said

will be

sitting, and our corresponde

mfe in following the prac

of the community in which he liv

this regard.

1 PASSION-TIDE,
' sunday last, the fifth

the

Sunday in

| Lent, iz cailed
]
'.\untlu_\'. from the Latin word passio,

name l'assion

! which signifies suffering or enduring,
the English word
commonly used in a somewhat differ
ent sense,

though passion is
The name assion Sunday,
therefore, is applied to the
which the Church begins the commem-

day on

oration of the sufferings of our Blessed
Saviour Jesus Christ
These

two weeks {which

named

precede

| Kaster are Passion-time, or

Pasgion-tide, bocause they comprise
the perlod during which the Church
reminds us in a special manner of the
sufferings and death of our Lord.
I'rom the gospel of
and the whole chapter; from
which that gospel is taken, we learn
that the wore  plotting
arainst Jesus, and that they had suc
ceeded in embittering the minds of
many of the Jews against Him by re
presenting Him as a disturber and
blasphemer, so that, notwithstanding
the admission of the Pharisees {on an
other occasion that He *‘did all things
well," they
means within

Pagsion Sunday
from

I’narisees

now
their power to entrap
Him in His speech, and

endeavor by all

to bring op-
probrium and public hatred upon Him,
Nevertheless,
laid h

they had
wds on Hi

not hitherto

ha Evas
Lo Lva

ist tells us that the reason of this
that

WAas

‘“His hour was not yet come,’

that is to say, the great festival time of
3 g

the Jews, which Almighty God

de-
signed to be the period for the con
summation of our redemption, had not

yot arrived. On this festival day

there would be a great multitude of

Jaws gathered together in Jorusalem

g
! from all parts of the great Roman Em

pire, and it was appointed in the de

about the tim {
» or about the time of | gus of DProvidence that while this
or at least of 1 he |
* i wdtitudoe would be there, the ineffable
stor) s beon deciphered for the most | o stary of our redemption should be
DAT ana N ) ( 0O bap helstie | y
' O found to be polythelstic, | complisk 80 that the clrcum
a8 1t makes the heathen gods bring | B
: ‘ : : > | stances of Oar Blessed Lord's miracu
/abol the ge, but when stripped
' }‘ } Pl | lous life, His trial and unjust condem
of its polytheisin, the history the
L of the | nation, His death on the cross, and
eluge whick rives is ' : lar 1
‘N" 70 wh I‘ ;Y giv " VY BLOLINE | glorious resurrection from the dead,
to that recorded in the book of Genesis |
B s it v o ‘\ might become generally known to the
I : 'Y 18 VEIy | jowish nation first, to whom Ge d had
like that which was discovered by Mr :
: : . riginally made known his revelations
George Smit 1 inoveh, s hic
rl 31 TUREVER; SNG Walch and who were now to be first called
was brought over Fugland anc \
" N ; 3 y v\ L0 gland and upon to embrace Christian truth, and
placed in the Britlsh Mussum a good

years ago I'hese discoveries

show that the history of the deluge

was known at a very
the Asiati

remote period to

*nation from Syria to Persia

They go far, also, in confirming the

authenticity and antiquity of the
writings of Moses
CONCESSION
raports do not exaggerate, it ap

the Manitoba Government

owing a disposition toloperate the

lg of that province on the plan

adopted in Nova Scotia, nawmely, to

llow Catholic schools to participate in

the public ants for education, pro-
vided they are up to ths standard re

1 by law \sjithis arrangement
will secure to Catholics the privilege of
having religious education in their
schools, it is said that nearly all the
Catholics schools are [about to place
themselves under the provisions of the

obtain salvaticn through the preach
| ing and teachine of tha 1oy

| Megsias

‘\‘1(-)111.\‘ the Jews are seeking to put

wus to death, for He said to them :

t now you seek to kill me, a man

{ who have spoken the truth to you,
[ which T have heard of God : this Abra
ham did not
Grod for

to them

They claimed to have
their lather
g || ';4"’
you would indeed

but Jesus said
were your Father,
love me, for from
God I proceeded and came ; for 1 came
I not of Myself, but Ha sent me. "
When Jesus proclaimed to them Hig

divinity by referring to llis eternity,

saying : ‘“‘Bofore Abraham was, [ am,
they were! ex eadingly angry, and
took up stones to cast at Him, this

being a method by which they were
wont to put criminals to death. But
He hid Himself from them and loft the
temple wherein He was speaking at
the time,

It is to symbolize this conceslment

of Himself from the Jews that the cru- |
the |

cifixes and pictures of Jesus in
churcheg are covered with purple dur-
ing Passion-tide, and other pictures
are covered also, because the devotion

of this period is to be specially directed |

toward Christ crucified for us,
It was but a few days after
when Jesus, who had in the meantime

gone to Bethania, returned to Jerusa- |

lem for the Paschal solemnity, and the
multitudes, which are always fickle in
their likes and dislikes, assembled to

meet Him and greet Him as their
Saviour and King. They cast

branches of palm and other trees be-
fore Him as He came toward the city,

humbly riding ¢n an ass, and they

i
cried out ** Iloganna, blessed is He that

cometh in the name of the Lord, the |

King of Israel.

The Jews trom all countries who

thus received Him in triumph as their |

King, wera aware of
wonderful works,
fied their belief
phet whom they expected to come to de-
liv the

elgners who ruled Judea

testi

and thus they

that 1la was the pro-

of the for
At this time,
when many asked to have gight of Him

r them from

power

for a moment, He foretold His death
on the cross, but declared that thisig-
nominous death was the prelude to His
glory, thus foretelling,as He had done
on several other occasions, His glorious

resurrection.

It is to remind us of these events,
and that we may profit by them to
sanctification, that the Catholic Church
observes the festival of Palm Sunday,
on which palm branches are also
blessed, that retaining them in our
houses we may also bear in mind the
suff of Christ and His death,

gs
which are symbolizsd by the palm
branches, inasmuch as these are after-
ward reduced to ashes to teach us that
Christ died and that we also are mortal,
They remind us also of the triumphant
reception accorded to Christ on His
entry into Jerusalem, that we also may
receive 1lim and joyfully accept His
graces and benedictions.

The Holy
Palm Sunday, should be observed with
special penitential dispositions, as it is
the period when Christ atoned for our
sing. 'We should do psaance for those
sing, which necessitated that we should
be redeemed at so great a cost.

Week, beginning with

TIHHE MYSTERY OF OUR RE-
DEMPTION.

It is not given to man to penetrate
into the mysteties of Almighty God.
God is infinite in all perfections, and
to know Him thoroughly an infinite in-
As we
are but finite creatures, knowing that
is confined within
narrow bounds, it,would be the height
of folly for us to suppose that we can
understand all the things that relate
to God. We should be infinite our-
selves, and therefore equal to God if
such knowledge within our

telligence would be needed.

our intelligence

were
grasp,

Those truths which relate to God,
nature and to human salvation, but
which we cannot understand, are called
mysteries of religion, and though it
would be the extreme of rashness to
scrutinize them irreverently, and an
injury to God, a calling of His truth to
question, to deny them, it is an act of
plety to meditate upon them reverenti

lly, and

' to endeavor to extend our
knowledge and appreciation of them.

During this Holy Week the Catholie
Church directs our attention specially
toward the mystery of our Redemption
through the blood of Christ, shed for
us upon the cross. It is impossible for
understand

union of

us to fully the intimate

the (iodhead with human

nature, and the resulting infinite value

of Christ's actions, and especially of
His submission to an ignominious
death for the sake of blotting out the
sing of mankind. There are, how

ever, many points in connection with

this mystery which we can understand,

'
ALl

and wo may £00 ils coiplote coi-
formity with the power of reasoning
wherewith Almighty God has endowed

us

1. The enormity of mortal sin is
appreciable by us to some, but not to
the fullest extent. Sin is a turning

away from God, an act of wilful dis
obedience to our Creator and Sovereign
Master, It is contrary to God's law,
and it prevents us from attaining the
end for which we were created, which
is, of course, the most important busi
ness we have

to transact on earth ;

and because the God from whom we
turn away is infinite in perfection, the
sinner deserves the everlasting pun
his dooms him
Mortal sin is, therefore, very justly de

ishment to which sin
clared in the catechism to be the great-
ost of all misfortunes into which it is
possible for us to fall,

2. It is of Catholic faith, and is

this |

His good and |

clearly revealed in Holy Scripture,
that the sin of our first parents has
been transmitted to ue. This trans-
mission of sin is more difficult of under-
standing, but the reasonableness of
| the doctrine will be seen in the fact
that in the natural order of creation
bhuman nature is such that it is de-
pendent in many things upon our
associations, and especially on our re-
lations to our parents and other mem-
bers of our family,

We may not be
able to account for it why such should
be the case, but experience mustcon-
vince us that it is a state of things
| which with our
We grow up learned or ig-

exists inseparably
nature,
norant, according to the care which
has been bestowed by others,

especially by

and
in our edu-
We become good or

Lur parents,
cation. wicked,

according to the moral

which have been

principles

inculcated upon us,

and the company we have kept. We
;i:;hur'{ from parents many of
i their characteristics, some of which

are advantageous (o us during

life, and others are per-
bhaps phytical or intellectual, or
moral defects, The transmission of

original sin, and the resulting loss of
God's grac

and favor, until we are
restored through the merits of Christ
as our Redeerer, and by means of the
gacrament of baptism, is another form
of the samy general law by which we
are made dependent upon jarents and
oth_rs.

We have need of a Redeemer,
for it is of the nature of sin that it de-
serves punishment, and
piated works have al-

must be ex-
Penitential
ways been necessary in order to atone
for sin

inflintad an

first parents, as far as it was accepted
by them in a proper spirit of submis-
sion, partook of
penitential work.

the character of a

The sin-offeriugs
or sacrifices for sin uoder the Old Law
were also expiatory, and by penitential
works the people of Nineveh averted
the anger of God so that their city was
not destroyed, even though Almighty
God had sent His prophet to announce
to them its imminent destruction on
account of their sins.

Under the New Law penitential
works are also necessary, for St. John
the Baptict commanded his disciples to
do penance though he also announced
that the Messias was already come, and
would soon make Himself known.
Christ commanded works of ‘penance
when He declared that His disciples
should take up their cross, as He did,
and He gave the example of penauce
by His patiently endured sufferings,
that we might follow His example.

But our finite sufferings and self-
mortifications are insufficient of them-
selves for the expiation of even a
sing'e mortal sin, which is an offense
against an infinite God, and, there-
fore, in order that atonement should
be adequate, it was necessary that
an infinite person should atone for us,
which could not be done by any one
but God Himself. For this reason,
(tod the Son, the Word, the second
Person of the adorable Trinity, was
made flesh, that He might endure the
sufferings and death which could not
be inflicted upon Him in His divine
nature, and thus on Good Friday He
paid for us the p:nalty to which we
were subject by sin,  Therein consists
the essence of the mystery of our Re

demption. Thus St. Paul says in his

Iipistle to the Colossians ii, 1

““And you, whoan you were dead in
yvour sins, and the uncircumecision of
vour flesh, He hath purchased together
with Him, forgiving you all offences,
blotting out the handwriting of the de-
cree that was against us, which was

ontrary to us, and He hath taken the

same out of the way, fastening it to the
cross.”

Again we learn from Rom. v. 10,,
that the satisfaction thus made by
Christ for sin was more than sufficient
to cover all the sins of mankind ; for
‘“ where sin abounded,

1 A M AT qeern e L al +

intention to free us from the perform-
ance of works of penance, a3 we have

grace did more
- nt T3

3¢ wrad N
iU Was nov 4is

already seen. He did what was neces-
sary for us in the way of atonement,
and what it wasimpossible for us to do,
leaving to us the obligation of perform-
ing the finite atonement which is with-
in our power.

THE JEWISH EXPECTATION
OF THE MESSIAH,
e CATHOLIC RECORD.—The Jew be-
lioves the Messiah is yet to come. Would
yvon kindly inform me through your valuable
paper what would be the best proof a Chris-
tian could use in an argument with such a
person ? and obl '

1ge, G,

To answer G. 1. fully would require
a long essay, but we may indicate
here as brietly as possible a few of the
many proofs which may be adduced on
this point, and which may be used es-
| pecially with the Jews,
1, We have the miracles of Christ

and His Apostles, wrought to prove
the divine miesion of Christ and His
Messianic office.

It is conceded by the Jews, and it is
clear from reason that evident miracles
are the divine confirmation and sanc-
tion to a mission which comes from
God. Thus Moses wag commissioned
(Ex. iv, 1, 8,) to work miracle to prove
to Pharaoh and the Jews in Kgypt
that his mission was divine, ( Ex, vii
to xii.) Many other miracles are re-
corded in the same book of Exodus
and throughout the Pentateuch. We

14, 15,
v. 9, 10

may here specify chapters 13,
16, 17, 19, 34, of Exedus ; L.
the standing miracle prom
xxv, 20, 21, that every seventh year
the land should be allowed to rest, and
that on the preceding sixth year the

d in Lev

fruits of three years should spring out

of the earth to supply food for the
seventh year,
It is further seen from Ex. xiii, 9,

that these miracles are God's proof of
the divinity of Moses’ miesion, and a
sign that God speaks through him :

*“ Aud it shail be as a sign in thy
hand, and as a memorial before thy
ey and that the law of the L.ord be
always in thy mouth, for with & strong
hand the Lord hath brought thee out
of Egypt.”

Again : the divine mission of Moses
was shown by the punishment of three
leaders who presumed to dispute his
authority and to assume the priestly
office. Moses said : ** By this you shall
know that the Lord hath sent me to do
all the things that you see . . if
the
earth opening her mouth swallow them
down, and all things that
them, and they go down alive to hell,

you shall know they have blasphemed
thn ol

Lord do a new thing, and the

belong to

the Lord.” ( Num. xvi, 28, 80 It
was done as Moses forecast, and
divine mission was authenticated.

The miracles whereby Christ’s mis-
sion was accompauied exceeded those
The
formed by
special command of God in each case :

his

of Moses under many aspects.

miracles of Moses were p

those of Jesus were done spontaneous!y.
They showed the obedienca of all
created nature and of God the Father
to His will.
cured, sometimes by
mand, sometimes by
only, and it was the
were present or absent, as iz shown by
the case of the centurion
vant he healed. (St, Luke vii, 7 The
winds and seas obey Him, the barren
fig-tree is withered at His word, and
the dead are raised to life, ; even
though they are in the tomb, aud in a
state of corruption.

Christ’s resurrection from His sepul-
chre, by His own power, andjafter He
had foretold it publicly, is rightly re-
garded as the climax of miraculous
manifestation, and this occurred though
the Jewish and Roman authorities took
every precaution to prevent it,

Farther, Christ transmitted to His
Apostles and to others who believed in

Diseases of all kinds were
His word of com-
an act of His will

same whether 1le

whose ser-

the n of
I of niz

acles which He possessed : even ile

promised that they should do more

wonderful works than those He usually
performed, and His promise was kept.

Now the question arises, were
Christ's miracles and those of His dis.
ciples genuine? Did they really

occur? We have all the evidence to
prove their reality, which can be de-
manded for any fact we have not seen
ourselves, All the Apostles and Evan-
gelists who have written an account of
Christ's life or of the Apostolic work,
and who have given instructions on
Christian doctrine and morality, were
eye-witnesses to nearly all the events
narrated by them, except two who wit-
nessed them only partially, but even
these two being on
they occurred, had means at
hand to know the truth of the matter,
These witnesses who have given us
the books of the New Testament are
eight in number, and their twenty-
seven books or epistles, though written
at diffarent times and

the spot where
every

under varions
circumstances, are in perfect accord in
regard to the facts related, being go
harmonious that they form a grand
whole, both as to the
events upon which doctrine is
based.

Premising that we make no refer-
ence hers to the sublimity and excel-
lence of the doctrine of Christ as they
taught it, we say that these witnesses
tell of facts or events which were
public and palpable to the senses.
They could not have been deceived
regarding them, and even if they
could have been in error, they could
not have induced the Christians of their
day to accept them, for thousands of
these Christiang had been themselves
eye-witnesses of the same |events,
Noither could they have§ persuaded
Jews and Pagans to become Christians,
for many of these were alsoeye-wit-

doctrine and
that

nesses to the events, and those who
were not were in a position to ascertain
the falsehood, if there had been any
deception attempted .

The only hypothesis which remaing
whereon it could be maintained that
there was any deception, is that
the Apostics and Evangelists conepired
with the thousands of
to propagate a fraud. This supposi-
tion is simply an impossibility.

first Christians

It is
unheard of that a conejpiracy of fraud
should have been undertaken for the
purpese of propagating a pure and
holy doctrine which forbids all fraud,
especially as in the present case there
was absolutely nothing to be gained,

So far were the original propagators
of the gospel from hoping for any gain
through teaching a false gospel that
they were told by Christ Himself that
they would be persecuted for His sake,
and so truly did He speak that all be
came martyrs in testimony to
the K
can scarcely be called an exception,

their

sincerity St. John

angelist
though he died a natural death ; for if
he survived the persecutions to which
he was subjected it was because he
was miraculously preserved from death
when thrown into a caldron of boiling
oil.

Men, particulary a

persons at

large number of

various times in different
countries, and under varying circum-
stances, are not disposed to suffer death
in attestation of the

same facts which

they know to be false. We admit that
there have been comparatively a foew
who died for

beliefs or

epnthusiasts or fanatics

their erroneons opinions ;

but beliefs and opinions are
which it
be in the wrong.
nf B

specul

ive matters on was easy to

Cut these martyrs

att A nuhlic and

ity pu
sensible facts concerning which there

could be no mistake.

The enthusiasts
wo have referred to, by suffering for
their opinions,! proved their sincerity
at least, though they were mistaken.
The Christian showed their
sincerity also, but in matters concern
ing which they could not be mistaken.
It is evident, therefore, that we have
witnesses to

martyrs

Christ's miracles who

we

e not deceived, who had no wish to

deceive, and could not have de-
ceived others, even if they had so de
sived,
true.

speak

who

Therefore their testimony is
The

are

miracles of which
facts, The
Christianity are, therefore, attested by
God, and Christ,who frequently appeals
to His works to prove that He is the
Messias foretold by the prophets, is
truly what he represents Himself to be,
as when He to the Saimaritan
woman, “‘Iam He who am speaking
with thee.” (St. Jno. iv., 20

they
doctrines of

said

Here we might be toid that the gos-
pels and the other books of the Ne
Testament are a recent fabrication not
written by the authors to whom we
attribute them. We have not space
here to more than indicate that there
isa chain of more than one hundred

testimonies during the first three ¢

turies, showing that the apostles
and evangelists wrote them, and
some of the witnesses quote from
them so copiously that the books

themselves could be almost reproduced
from the writings of two or three of
these witnesses, if the originals had
been lost. There is, therefore, no
doubt that the New Testament is the
work of those who knew of the matter
of which they wrote
intrinsic

and there
this,
the one fact
that they always incidentally refer to

are
evidences of

among
which we may mention
the temple of Jerusalem as existing
when they wrote, whereby it is seen
that the books making these references
were written before the temple was de-
stroyed in A, D.

This proof would not be invalidated
if all the witnesses referred to were
Christians, but it is greatly strength-
ened by the fact that they comprise
not only Christians, but such heretics
a3 the Guostics, Ebionites, Moutanists,
Marcionites, and Pagans, such as Qal-
sus and Porphyry, who attempted to
refute Christianity .

10,

We have treated this part of our
subject somewhat lengthily on account
ofitsimportance. We have room only
for a short reference to some other
weighty proofs to the same effect,. We
may state that there are _numerous
prophecies in the Old Testament which
refer to Christ very plainlyiforetelling
incidents of His birth of a Virgin, His
mlmclwsaudtuachings,Illnlncamatlon,
death, resurrection, and ascension, and
the wonderful propagation of the g08-
pel.  We will specify ! four of these
prophecies which are peculiarly
striking, and which have been applied
even by the Rabbis to the coming of
the Messiah,

3. In Gen. xlix, 19, the blessing
imparted by the patriarch Jacob to hig

son Juda announces that the sceptre cg

-
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royal power of Judea shall not be

i y slearly demonstrated the necessity of
con from Judea till Ile come that | cleari) mon S1LY
taken f an infallible
done by Father Pardow.

shall be sent : that is till the coming of
the Messiah. This exactly accords
with the fact that from the time of
Christ, Judea has ceased to be a

pation.
{. In Daniel ix, 24, we find a pro-

phecy of great events \whx--h‘unm
gecur within seventy weeks I hese

weeks are necessarily weeks of years
as in Loviticus xxv, 5, for the weeks
of days would not give time for the ac

complishment of the events predicted
1t follows that from the command to

rebuild Jerusalem issued by Artaxer

1H3, accordix

xes, B. C.
ascertainabla systems of chronology
to the be ginning of Christ’s

nine weeks,or four hune

hty three years, should elay

y the middle of the next week of seven |

vears, the Jewirh sacrifices sh
succeeded by that of Chri on

cross, and that within 'the next three

and a halfl years the new

should be firmly established All thi

has been literally falfilled in Christ

cov nan i
\

In the two prophecies, Aggeus
Haggai) ii, 8, and Malachias lii, 1
is foretold that the Desired of Nations
shall fill the newly built temple of Jer
visitiny it, As

this temple was utterly destroyed 'n

usalem with glory by

the seventieth year of the Christian
wra, the Messiah must have come upon

sarth before that year : and Christ

2d these prophe

THE BIBLE.

flow it Was Written—Preserved by
the Catholic Churceh, Which Alone
Vouches For its Divine Authority

In his series of sermons or I'te
atholic Church before the Tribunal
Reason,” Father Pardow, S. J., is giv
ing to the world & mine of historic
owledge clothed in the choicest
iguage and so clearly stated, s
ly established, that
hrinks away

His last sermon was on the Dible
Histext was from Chap. XV of the Acis
{ the Apostles, which ves an ac
of the first councii

denial

sount 16 Church
Jivine Master had acce
sacrifice to redeem fallen man, I
and the seventy were there

! that council the Church came,
Those who attended it had themselves
seen, heard and talked with ‘‘th

Christ And yet the Bible tells us
that at this council ‘“‘ there was much
lisputing.

Pather "ardow says of this:
‘But why shou!d there be any dis

puting if Christ is ever with His
hurch to guide it? 1 answer, Christ
wishes 1lis Apostles and their success
rs to use their own natural powers of
nind ; He wished them to study the
juestion before them thoroughly, and
He only promises to be with them so
that they {teach nothing but what is
true in matter of faith and morals
jut listen to the decision, as we read it
in the Acts : ‘It hath seemed good to
the Holy Spirit and to us.” Does not
this sound like presumption? How co
these few uneducated men dare to pro-
nounce on what the Holy Ghost thinks ?
It is only because they remember the
ords of the charter of the
Church: *‘Go and teach all things
whatsoever I have commanded you,
and behold I am with you all days
ven unto the consummation of the
world.” They thus pronounce judg
nent on a very weighty matter and

nplished the

divine

Our separated Protestant brethren
fuse to admit the infallibility of the
wrch, and yet they unhesitatingly
admit all the writings now found in
the New Testament solely on the au
thority of the Church.

hurch is either infallible or she is not.

the ward af (1nd hnt ¢
verc o LoQ, Bul oniy

words, and so the divine authority of
the Bible disappears. 1f she is infalli

16, and can be fully trusted for so all
important

bock to read ; if its principal use were
0 occupy a conspicuous place on the
téntre-table in a drawing-room, i
would not matter so much

bible and all

other books is this

I not believe, and no great harm wil

0do and believe I must do and be
lieve under pain of damnaticn
}.I(‘ﬂ}'('ll and earth will pass away, bu
bod's Word will never pass away

Now, the Bible i3 what the Bible means,
hence the tribunal of reason declares
the necessity of an infallible inter-

breter of the Bible,”

t |
held in Jerusalem very soon after the |
|

all discussion is at an end.”
The Pather then showed how the Bible i &3
was made, He said some people seem ‘ rate th At rand
0 think that the New Testament was of w p—t1 ; s My
il written up and printed before Christ | p.ipos on: i y 1 it
ascended to Heaven. The fact is that | =iving Lprd R Jroraa
the various writings which go to make 4be i o
itup were selected from a large num Mr. O he Owens D i y
ber, by a Supreme Council of the vttt ‘ : it in St. Mary's I
Church. That council, like the fi I A P A Y
beld in Jerusalem, could rely upon | iiyv., Sanils ot thi 001 -1
what Christ said: “‘I am with you | some of the tea 3 of 1
all days even unto the consummation | Y004 of n loe \l
of the world."” SN IR ISR g : Nah. Th
And then the distinguished Father | entertainment wasmost instiuct've and at th
3aid GIe A YOm0 Y ey -

Now, the

If she is not, then che may have ad-
H.l"J- d into the Bible what is not really

a work as the selecticn of
the real Word of Giod, how inconsistent
Lisnet to trust her for the other things
| Which she teaches ?

“If the Bible were simply a good | \\iqn

whether
merely human words crept into it or
Do But the difference between the

That what other books tell me to do or | clear. It bears
0 helieve, I may do or not do, believe

come of it ; but what the Bible tells me

It is seldom that anyone has more

interpreter than was
The fact that
outside of this doctrine—that is, among | cq
those who admit the Bible as the Word
of God but deny the right of the|,
Church to interpret it, there are sever- | ¢
al hundred differing interpretatious of
almost every sentence -—-is the strong
est proof that man's fallible reason
not capable of the work it claims to do
-
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CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN

On Knowing One's Self,

When phrenology was more of a fad
than itis now, the professors of that
s0 called science used to have over
their door or in gome other conspicuous
place the motto, ** Man, know ghym-ll’. i
It was a very good legend in its way,
though a man could never learn much
about himself from having the bumps
or protuberances on his head manipu
lated by a follower of Spurzheim.
There is something suggestive in a
well formed head, but, now and then,
an intellectual looking  c¢ranium,
through some freak of nature, has
very little under its expansive dome
"T'his was shown in the case of the man
who said nothing at a dinner party,
but who was regarded as a mine of
knowledge, because he had a head
which resembled that of a celebrated
man. The illusion was dispelled, how
ever, when this person of bulging
forenead opened his lips and said, after
gome apple dumplings were put upon
the table, **Them's the jockeys tor
me. "’

Jut I have strayed somewhat from
my subject, which is, that knowledge
of one’s s is an important factor in
keeping a young wan in the right
path. Too many young men are lead
astray by imagining that they are
something very different from what
they really are. ‘'Lhey sometimes be
lieve that they are frank, free-hearted
fellows when they are really the most
gelfish creaturesin the world,  They
let fathers, mothers, brothers and
sisters support them, while they play
the part of I'rince Prodigal or I'rince
Charming in disreputable resorts with
money that they never earned
Among their vile associates they get
the reputation of being whole gouled,
but they are nothing of the kind
Follow them to their homes after a
night of debauchery and you will find
some toil worn mother or some gentle
sister, who has been long awaiting
thair retnrn. and who has been li:ten

ing weaiily for hours to approaching
footsteps, hoping they might be those

of the wayward son or brother. And
what is usually the reward of these
women ? A curse, sometimes, per

haps, even something more brutal—a
blow.

And these fellows, not infrequently,
think themselves very good men, when
they are aetion than the
beast, They have never indulged in
any self examination, and, consequent
ly, they do not know themselves. The
depth of their depravity has never been
fully revealed to their mental eyes.
Hare is a case in point. A young man
who had endeavored to get rid of his
wife and child by poison, so that he
might marry the object of a guilty
love, was arrested unexpectedly, and
when he found the nature of the
charge against him he exclaimed,
impulsively, ** Oh, I am a bad, a bad
man!” He had evidently never
realized this before, but was so swal-
lowed up in his devilish pleasures that
he failed to look at things from the
standpoint of religion and morality.
He simply got into the devil's boat and
drifted. He deceived himself as thou
sands had done before him,

Now there is nothing in the world
more destructive of all that is good in
man than self deception. It 18 the
cancer that eats away all those thoughts
which are the mainsprings of virtuous
actions, and leaves him at last fester
ing in moral rottenness.  Avoid it as
you would the plague, for it leads to
death of goul, and often to death of
body. And there is only one way to
overcome it, and that is by striving to
know one's selt A little self examin
ation, now and then, willdo a young
man the utmost service.
by this that he should be morbidly in
trospective, for that produces flabbiness
and inertia, but that he should try to
get a manly knowledge of himselt and
his temptations and wealknesses, and
guard against them like a sane and
healthful image of his Creator

lower in

When a young fellow is more than
ordinarily well saticfied with himself |
should say that he was in danger
There is a rock ahead ! Let him look
out for it, by taking a tumble to him
solf, as the popular saying hasit. A
little self catechising at this point may
save him a deal of trouble and misery
and preavent shipwreck of his possibili
ties. NKuow yourself aud you will
know others, and thus put yourselt on
the highroad to success morally
lectually and physically
Bell in Sacred Heart Review,

, intel
Benedict

'he Folly of Discontent,

I was walking in the fashionable
quarter of the town not long since,
and I met a young fellow, ordinarily a
bright, cheerful representative typeo of
his class —a class of fine possibilities,
but who:e members have, as
to H'\\V\\' in actual achievement
*“fresh lipped men ™ are only the clay
waiting to be modeled 1nto some defin
ite shape, by time, opportunity and
experience. This young friend had »
very discontented look upon his face,
as if he were lamenting his sad fate,
and when I accosted him, 1 asked him
the cause of his dissatisfaction

“Wall, " he said, ** 1 am contrasting
my fate with the lot of the people who
live in the mansions that surround us
They have everything, and I have less
than nothing, for every cent of my
wages last night went for the payment

, little

These

of my board bill, my washing and
other honest debts.”  ** Nonsense,
man,"” [ replied, ‘““you are little of a

philospher if you allow the apparent

prosperity of your neighbors totrouble | ** Lovest thou Me

you. You have your health, your
strength, and a long future, probably,
betore you, that you can mould to your
purposes if you take the right methods.
They have a long past to look back
upon, much of which they would wish,
no doubt, to blot out, and they are

I do not mean |

hastening rapidly to that country
where their riches will count for noth-
ing, and where the poorest beggars
may be more than their peers. Think
you thege people are happy? If you
knew much of life, in what is called
high society, you would know that they
were not blest,”

“Lat they have luxuries,” my
young friend answered, ‘‘of which I
have never even tasted.”

“ Luxuries,” 1 said,
they ? Things that pall upon the
appetite with repetition. The rich
man with his jaded palate does not en-
joy his cholce viands half as much as
you do your simple ones. You have
the sauce which a good, unperverted
appetite gives, and he is cloyed with
rich condiments that do not increase
his pleasure at the table. Everything
is stale, flat and unprofitable to him,
because the richest and best are to him
a common, everyday experience, If
you had quail on toast, partridge,
woodeock and canvas back duck every
day you would soon tire of them. You
enjoy your Christmas dinner simply
because voudo not often have the like,
Pleasure usually ceases with the attain
ment of the object we desire, There
is generally more in hope than in
realization.”

* But the rich man is independent,”
interrupted again my young friend.

““Ah' he is far from that, though
Bobbie Darns thoughtdifferently, He
is a slave to the conventionalities of his
order, and heis in constant tear that
his riches will take wings, for he does
not like to give up the power over his
inferiors that they give him. So he
has to bend to financial magnates who
are little stronger than he is, and who
might with one stroke of the pen wipe
his wealth out of existence. Then,
think of the price that he may have
paid for his riches. Think of the
widows and orphans he may have
ruined in the pursuit of millions
Their cries may sometimes disturb his
sleep at night, as the ghosts of the
murdered princes made miserable the
dreams of Richard 111, before his death
on the fatal field of Bosworth.’

‘*what are

‘“ Do you mean to say,’” my young
friend asked, ‘‘ that all riches are un
lawfully obtained ?

*“Certainly not,” I rejoined, ‘“ but 1
do believe that many of the people
hereabouts whom you envy are far
from honest, though they have not
fallen into the clutches of the law, and
that they will have to suffer miserably
for their sins hereafter, if they are not
now agonized by a hell of conscience.
You know the poet says : —

Tis better to be lowly born,
And range with humble livers in content,
I'han to be perched up in glistering grief
And wear a golden sorrow.
—Benedict Bell in Sacred Heart Re-
view.
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LEAGUE OF THE SACRED HEART.

General Intention for April,

( Named by the Cardinal Protector and blessed
by the Pope for all Associates

HE SPIRIT OF CHARITY,

Messenger of the Sacred Heart.

If the elect who now surrourd God's
throne in heaven, and drink in the
torrent of delight as they contemplate,
in the Beatific Vision, the infinite per

fections of the Most High, had never
gojourned upon earth or become con

geious that the poor human heart is
more impresscd by the tangible than
| by the unseen, by the perishable pres
lunl than by the everlasting future,
they might well marvel that Iniinite
Wisdom should have deemed it neces
Ssary (o impose on man a pt ot
charity : * Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with thy whole heart and with
thy whole soul, and with all thy
“-tu-xv;lh. and with all thy mind L

prece

" 2 BN It should have been all suflic
| tent for the creature to know that he
owes all to his Creator, and that that
Creator is the fountain-head of all that
is good, beautiful, admirable and lov

able Yet, before the coming of Jesus
Christ upon earth, that love, all irre
sistible though it might seem, held

but a feeble sway over the hearts of
men.  The true follower of the Mosaic
law, with coarser impulge, too often
dominated by fear alone, offered his
Maker victims on the altar, but stood
aloof in awe and trembled while he
adored A vain glorious philosophy
analyzed the perfections of the God

head and expatiated eloquently on His
but methods of

ZTeatness ; analysis
and subtle reasoning however search
ing, weras not the warmth of love.
'he mind, indeed, strained after the

sublime, but the heart remained
and impassive. With the
old love seemed rather a s
a craving of the heart; with the
philosopher it was an act devoid of
toeling. Thus the union of creature
and Creator was not made perfect
until Jesus came down from His abode
in heaven

Then, and only then, the dimness of
long ages was dispelled, the law ceased
to beget but slaves. The reign of fear
and awe drew to a close with the rend
ing of the veil in the temple of Jeru
salom FFor, down the sides of Cal
vary rolled in great floods love that
was to compass the world ; the human
heart was at length made amenable to
its softening influence, and prodigies
of love and charity responded to the
boundless lave of a God-Redeemer,

“Lovest thou Me was the thrice
reiterated question the Saviou. put to
| the one whom He had chosen to rule
{ His Church founded upon very love,
| more than these ?”
| for, the higher was the I'rince of the
Apostles to be placed above his breth-
ren, the truer, the stronger and the
more firmly rooted should that love be
which the Master righttully sought
from His ditciple. Nor was Jerus dis-
appointed at the diflidence and humil-

cold
Hobrew of
crifice than

ity of Peter's answer—a humility pain-
fully acquired from the lesson of the
triple denial : ‘' Thou knowett, Lord,

that I love Thee.” Former pre-
sumption &nd self - assertion had
made way for true charity, firmly

grounded in humility, in the heart
of the self - questioning and repen-
tant Apostle. And it was given him
even at that hour to foresee the man-
ner in which his love for his Master
was to be sealed with his blood. It
was a charity manifested by deeds and
not by boastful words ; a charity where-
in self-will had no share: he was to
walk where others chose, he was to be
girded by others and led whither he
would not. (John, xxl, 15 19

“(Ged is charity,” wrote St John,
““and he that abideth in charity abid-
eth in God and God in him” (L. John,
v, 1( These words are surely appli-
cable to the Heart of our Lord, which
ig the living emblem of His love. The
gpirit of charity, is the spirit]of St
John, the first hosom friend of the
Heart of Jesus ; it is the very essence
of the devotion to this Sacred Heart

I3ut what we must bear in mind is
that the spirit of charity is not an iso
lated act of charity, but the every day
practice of it—in other words, it is the
habit of this virtue : it is that charity
which animateg, as much as it is pos
sible here balow, all our actions, all our
gentiments, all our thoughts. Now it
is precisely this habit we thould en
deavour to acquire. It isa necessity
for the heart ot man to love. Our life-
time must needs be spent loving God
or loving the world according to the
choice we have made. And whence
comes it that the heart, with a strange
shortsightedness, tends more persis
tently towards the world than towards
God 7 This proceeds without doubt
from our having so slight a knowledge
of the sublimity and exceilence of
divine charity, A little reflection
would convince us that of all virtues it
is the most to be prized,

The consequences of the pitable con
dition of man, since the fall, are so far
reaching that everything, even his
very virtues, are a sad reminder of his
misery. His faith emphasizes the
darkness of his understanding :his hope
recalls hig spiritual penury ; his pen
ance, his crimes ; his patience, his af
flictions, his humility, his degradation,
his mortification, his sensual covetous
ness, his chastity, his proneness to evil
But charity, transcending these and all
other virtues, is divine in its object,
pure in its motives ; independent of
sense and matter, it implies naught
but what is enuobling, and reminds us
of no imperfection

[t is a sublime virtue, for it supposes
the most intimate and most exalted
communing that man, as a wayfarer
here blow, may hold with his Creator.
It is an all-powerful virtue, for it dis
arms Heaven : *“ Many sins are for-
given her, for she hath loved much”

Luke vii, 17, It s adivine virtue—
God’s own virtue :  *‘ For Giod i8 char
ity " (I. John iv, 8 It is a heavenly
v rtue — heaven has none other.
There, there is no longer faith, nor
hope, nor humility, nor patience, nor
mortification ; charity alone constitutes
the supreme bliss of the elect. It is an
eternal virtue : it reaches out beyond
the limitations of time into the endless

ages. It is stronger than death:
“ Charity never falleth away : whether

prophecies shail be made void, or
torgue shall cease” (I. Cor. xiii, 8

It is the all-pervading, universal vir
tue, at whose torch the sacred fire of
all other virtues is enkindled. Dea

natural virtue if left on earth : ** If I
should distribute all my goods to feed
the poor, ard it I should deliver my
body to be burned, and have not char
ity, it would prcfit me nothing.” (I
Cor. xiii.,

The very precept of charity is our

greatest privilege. For, if there is
one thing more than another which
can bring home to man his soul’s

priceless  worth and inappreciable
daignity, itis this, that each poor mortal
can bear witness to himself that he was
reated to love God, DBut if he is creat-
ed to love God, heaven must be his
final destiny., And if it be true that
by centering his love on created things
he embraces their lowliness and abjec
tion, it must be equally certain that
by centering that love on God, he puts
on a heavenly and divine vesture. A
goul burning with divine love is wrapt
heavenward and lives a divine life
So that, in this sense, it may be said
that as it was love which made a God
become man, 8o the love of God makes
of man a divine being

If the structure of the Christian re
ligion is stately and majestic in its pro
portions, it is because it is grounded
on the prophecies and buttressed by
mnumerable miracles © out 108 lustre,
as a master-piece of Giod's handieraft,
derives from its having first taught
mankind the love of God. In this it
overshadows the Synagogue, which led
the chosen people by little else than
tear. It towers above the sublimest
philosophy, w hich, at most, led the
human iutellect into an endless and an
aver unsatisfactory disquisition on the
Deity. The teaching of Christianity
is certain, but while revealing to the
mind of man its own origin it, at the
same time, opens up to the craving of
his heart the well spring of delights in
God's love,

We all realize without difticulty that,
beyond all other beings, our God is a
God of beauty and excellence ; and
when, in the contemplation of the
splendors and beauty of the universe,

our soul expands within us and glows
| with unwonted fervor, we are drawn
towards God all but irresistibly and
unconsciously, It is then that the idea
of infinite beauty breaks upon us and
transports us.

While we are powerless to refute
God our homage in presence of Hisall-

exceeding majesty, why refuse Iim
our love at tue sight of His all exceed-
ing beauty ? Is it such a task for us
to love? On the contrary, without
doing violence to the promptings of
our heart, can we refrain from loving
ineffable perfection and beauty ?

Nevertheless, as perfect charity, or
love of God solely in view of His per-
fectiong, 18 0 exalted a virtue that is
may seem at the outset too far removed
from the possibilities of our weakness,
and seeing that the heart is captivated
rather by benefits received, let us con-
sider God no longer under the aspect of
the most perfect of beings, no longer as
the fountain-head of all beauty and
gooduess, no longer, in fine, as God
merely and from afar, but as a God
near to us, as our God .

What has God not done forus? A
time was ** before the earth was made "
ard *‘the depths were not as yet."

Prov. viii., 28, 24 At His fiat the
magnificent spectacle of the starry
heavens was unrolled, and the newly
created world bloomed into life.  Man
received his being and was fashioned
afier the image of his Creator. He
was endowed with the noblest faculties,
fitting him to hold sway over nature
as its king. As he c.me forth from
the bhands of his Maker, he was not
doomed to decay as the material objects
which encompassed him around. The
heavenly bodies might grow old and
wane, the universe might be merged
again into chaos, but man was to be
immortal. And through the unspeak
able muuificence of his Creator he was
raised, at the moment of his creation,
to the supernatural order, inestimable
privilege to which he could lay no
claim, 10 that by remaining faithful to
God's commauds, he was sure, at the
time divinely appointed, to be taken to
(Giod's bosom, and to be made a sharer
throughout eternity of God's own
happiuess and glory.

The goodness of God to man is still
more wonderful when we consider the
boon of redemption In our last (en
eral Intention we pondered the mystery

of Caivery. L

not a God
who created us that we coneidered, nor
a God forestalling our every material
want, but a God who had become our
victim, a God crushed under the blow
which should have fallen upon guilty
man only. All the marks of God’s
boundless love for us seem to dwiadle
before this great boon of our redemp-
tion. We can conceive of mnothing
more overpowering : our imagination
is aghast, and human utterance is
dumb as we crouch in confusion at the
foot of the Cross.

And yet our inconsistency is such
that in our stolidity we grow used to
this most harrowing of spectacles, and
the most stupendous of God’s benetac-
tions fades into a far off memory. Is
is conceivable that the story of our re-
demption, that the blood poured forth
on Calvary, that the priceless graces
purchased by the death of the Saviour,
should have lost their deep significance
for us because the echo reaches us
through nineteen centuries of belief !

We would love Our Lord with an
unbounded love. It is our wish ; but
our aspirations seem earthly, and we
might be led to believe that our hearts
are hardened against the appealsof a
crucified God dying for love of us.
[.et us not, however, be cast down if
v e should fail to be gensibly affected,
if we experience no physical emotion
in our efforts to centre all our love on
(God. The flame of true charity may
be burning brightly in the heart of a
gservant of God even when the carnal
heart may seem enld For the touch
stone of true charity is the readiness
we show in practice in the accomplish
ment of God's will, Ne mihi dicas :
diligo Deum etiam plusquam meipsum.
verba sunt ista : ostende hoe ipsis oper-
ibus, *“‘Do not say,” writes St. Chrys-
ostom, ‘‘1 love (God even more than
myself. These are mere words : but
show that love by your acts.” (Hom.

yin Ep. ad Eph.
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Now, among all other manifestations
of our love for God there is one more
certain than all others, for so it would
appear from Christ's own words.
After insisting, in answer to the Phari-
seeg, on the love of God as the first and
greatest commandment of the law,
Jesus, in the same breath, added :
*“ And the second is like to this : Thou
shalt love thy mneighbour as thyself.”

Matth, xxii, 59

Charity, under this aspect, is the
love of our neighbor for God’s sake.

The precept that enjoins it comprises
not only a kindly feeling, but all other
acts which bear witness to it, such as
services rendered, benefits conferred,
succor, counsel, affability, commiser
ation, leniency gfor shor comings, for
getfulness of iojuries, consideration
g0 as not to wound the suscepti
1 i 4 Wa aw

e
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are concerned,
owe tke same to

act all this when we
consequently we
others,

I'raternal charity means more than
not to wish evil or not to do harm ; it
shoud determine us even to con-
sult the interests of our neighbor
and not to devote ourselves ex-
clusively to our own. This is implied
by God's command. e asks us to
Pave but one heart ; and, since nothing
sots men so much at variance as the
gelfish adhering to their own views
and interests, He requires in the per-
fect exercise of charity, that we divest
ourselves of our self interest, as occa~
sion requires, and that we be not re-
lentless in prosecuting our rights,

The characteristic of love of our
neighbor, such as is most pleasing to
Jesus Christ, is something that was un-
known before His coming. He calls it
His new commandment : ** That you
love one another, as [ have loved you"
(John, xili, 4 Now, how did Oar
Lord loveus 7 With the most perfect
disinterestedness. He loved us by sac-

rificing all for us ; by becoming foor,
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by becoming a Man of Sorrows, by
dying for us asa criminal,
Here, then, is what we must aim at,

if we wish to be counted among the

loved ones of the Sacred Heart of Jesus,
Before all, love of God ; habitual union
with Him by sanctifying grace, and
by cur active co operatio. with the in
numerable actual graces which He
continually bestows. It was to foster
this epirit of charity that Our Lord re-
vealed the devotion to His Sacred
Heart to the DBlessed Margaret Mary,
and through her to all the faithful.

As an outcome of this love of God we

ANRARA el A st

bears its reward as done to the very
person of Christ Himself

Wae shall never be really devor
the Sacred Heart, nor shall we ever
true members of the Apostleshij
Prayer, united in intention and desir
with Our Lord, if we do not with «
whola soul endeavor to acquire th
spirit of Charity.

PRAYER

through the most pur
Heart of Mary, I offer Thee all ti
prayers, work and sufferings of tl
day, for all the intentions of I

Divine Heart, in union with the |

O Jesus

must foster, as we have said, charity | sacrifice of the Mass in reparatic
for our neighbor; first for those who | all sing, and for ali requests presented
love us: it stands to reason. Dut|through the Apostleship of Pray

even here we may perhaps improve
upon the past by treating those near | may

and dear to us with that kindliness,
that considerateness which betokens a
forgetfulness of gelf. This kind of
charity is all the more necessary as it
is bound up with that ever pleasing
duty of gratitude for favors received

Charity for those who do not love us 1o

in particular that the spirit of ch
permeate, vivity and
supernatural the thoughts, words &

deeds of all the faithful. Amen
THiINK about your  health, Do not

scrofula taints to develop in your 1}
I'ake Hood's Sarsaparilla nowjand keey
self WELL,

to Cure Headache Some  pe
or who are positively inimical. That | suffer untold misery day after d:
we should be obliged to e our | Headache ‘”"’r" is rest neither |
Prlends 15 suvely 06, Bapdakte.: I night until the nerves are all nnstr
t 8 ¢ i) 1arasnip : 0 { The cause is generally a disordered stonms
not even the publicans this?” ( Matth. | and a cure can be effécted by using Parme

v, 46, ) **But love ye your enemies.
' .and your reward
great, and you shall be the sons of the
Highest, for He is kind to the un-
thankful and to the evil.” ( Luke vi,

15)

Charity for those who are indifferent
to us:

shall be

if a Christian by any chance

lea’s Vegetabla Pills, containing Mandr
and Dandelion, Mr, Finlay Wark, Lysa
der, P. ., writes : ** [ find Parmeles’s Pills
a first class ariicle for Bilious Headache.
Mother Graves’” Worm Exterminator has
no equal tor destroying worms in childre
and adults, See that you get the geuuine
when purchasing. ¥
The Proprietors of
constantly receiving

Parmelee’s Pills are

letters similar to the

could look upon a soul createl after ‘\’”‘I‘.‘"”"-"{‘\"i"" explains itself, ”'[ fol
the image an e | | A Deam, :L?(-rlvun’l)..t,,\\'r[t.N' ok I ¢ |
.h 2 l .«;.’,' '"'d, “kl)l,w”, of (.'ml a8 | yg.d any medicine that can equal ’a )
indifferent to him. Charity for the | lee’s Pills for Dyspepsia or Liver and lid-
poor, for they are the particular | ney Complaints I'ha relief experiouce
friends of Christ, and Christ has so “"",Tl'l*lm!i_”._vnv was w rlndnrlnl. \‘“! ‘11“ fi
) $ i : B family medicing P’armelee’s Vegetable I’
far identified Himself with the poor can be giy en in all cases requiring a cathal

that whatever kinduness we show them

Thininflesh? Perhapsit’s
natural.

If perfectly well, this is
probably the case.

But many are suffering
from frequent colds, nervous
debility, pallor, and a hun-
dred aches and pains, simply
because they are not fleshy
enough.

Scott’'s Emulsion of Cod-
liver Oil with Hypophos-
phites strengthens the diges-
tion, gives new force to the
nerves, and makes rich, red
blood. Itisa food in itself.

goc. and §r.00, all druggists,
SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists, Toronte,

' every mouth, at

e,

Thos Sabin, of Eglington, says: ' [ havi
removed ten corns from my feet with Holl
way's Corn Cure, Reader, go thoun ana ¢
likewise,

CURE rheamatism by taking Hood's Sar
saparilla, which by neutralizing the acid it
the blood permanently relieves aches and
PAINS.

Ask your grocer ior

Wind<sie

For Table and Dairy, Purest and Best

Cobbett’s * Reformation.”

Just issued, a new edition of the Protestant
Reformation, by Wm. Cobbett. Revised, witl
Notes and Preface by Very Rev. I'rancis Aidan
Gasquet, D. D., 0. 8. P. " The book is printed
in large. clear type. As it is published at anet
price of 25 cents per copy in the United States
30 cents will have to be charged in Canada It
will be sent to any address on receiptof that
um, in stamps. Thos, Coffey.

CATHOLIC RECORD Office,
London, Ontario.

(7}7 ‘7 . l!.X;—;!;mu-h No.“l. lﬁnclolh

Meets on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of
8 o'clock, at their hall,
Alblon Block, Richmond Street, James I.
Murray, President; P, F. Boyle, Secretary.
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In Brantford.

The observance of St. Patrick'sday in Bra
ford took the shape of asermon by Rev.
Lennon, on the life and labors of St, Patrick
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day is the anniversary of the confederation of
the various provinces, and so withother nations

some great historical event is celebrated. But
(Continued on tifth page.)

N e

——

VOLI

e
@The
London, 8¢
1

The week
sot aside by
meditation ;
John Chrys
the devil oy
sin and its
opened and
made felloy
object of th
ate the P
Every part
directed to |
who neglec
ledge of its
his goul of
sadly defic
what he «
Church, |

to apprecis
of the

to point

cies tha
majestic i

NECEESATY

from the c

understan

are parts

sage for e

From P

Church ©

wawn of

gar
cross of C

indeed,its
Mass of th
the Passic
A Cath¢
few days
Church
twined ,a
must atk
singular
if of thou
the story
world —1
His own,¢
as they v
derly to ]
a sufferin
that gre:
to give h

6o Eal
the wor
Simeon :
gervant,
word in |

He ha
of the |
and whi
frame w
he went
he laid i
see the |
came ir
and be:
little Ch
tain gra
ferent f
men's

prophec
heart t
his voic
for bef

God an
And |
of Sime
and dee
place
after t
of the
of the
and di
havoc
inity w
ance tl
firm 1
path n
intalla
doubt,
the hc
they r
had m
that ¢
yoars
yearn
and G
and s
drous
that I
of the
lepers
mira
were
rest t
and |
claim
His I
“ l
days
challc




