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This poor man evied, and the Lord heard
him, and saved him out of all his trou-
bles.  The angel of the Lord encampeth
round about them that fear him, and de-
livereth them.—Ps, xxxiv: 6, 7,

Is prayer a positive power in man's
elations with God? 'This question is,

n some respects, the most vital, prac-
fical question, touching the religious
fe of our day. The age of miracles
hay be past; supernatural signs may
e no longer wrought in the forms in
ich they once astonished mankind;
ere may be no more need of public

popular attestation and authen-
tion of Christianity, such as was de-
ded at the outset for the perpetual
blishment of its august claims, But
human soul may have personal com-
hion and contact with an unseen
spiritual God; if Dblessings and
pfits may be obtained directly from
Heavenly Father, which no effort
ur own can secure, and no media-
of our fellow-raen can procure; if
y, unmistakably, discern divine in-

terposition in the affairs of my own
life, and recognize the invisible hand
by unerring tokens of God's guarding,
guiding, governing presence—then I
have a perpetnal miracle in my own life
—a permanent proof of the supernat-
ural, which convineces and overwhelms
my own mind. To others, my experience
may not bring conviction, but it satis-
fies me; and as every praying soul may
have the same essential testimony,
there can be no excuse for abiding in
the darkness,

The most dangerous doctrine con-
cerning prayer is that current philos-
ophy of the matter which presents a
half truth only; allowing the subjective
value, but denying all objective efficacy
to prayer—i.e.,, admitting a benefit, as
attached to a devout habit, but limit-
ing the benefit to the working of natu-
ral results entirely within the sup-
pliant,

For example, here is a man who be-
comes conscious of vicious tendencies,
through his bodily appetites, toward
intemperance and gluttony; through
his carnal lusts, greed of gain or ambi-
tion; through his temper and disposi-
tion, being naturally impatient or iras-
cible, mean or malicious. Feelingthe

e first several sermons are reported in full ; the remainder are given in condensed form. Every
taken to make these reports correct; yet our readers must not forget that it would be unfair
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true dignity of his manhood, conceiv-
ing a high idea of character and self-
control, he sets that idea up before
him in an ideal which he aims to reach.
He believes in the positive power of
prayer; and so he shats himself up
daily alone with God, and makes this
grand self-conquest the subject of earn-
est wrestling with God., He believes
God hears him, and that he receives a
higher divine help and strength. He
goes ont of his ecloset, consciously
stronger, like a giant exhilarated with
new wine, and in course of time he ac-
tually becomes a transformed man; his
bodily appetites are no longer his mas-
ters, but his slaves; greed no longer
vexes him with an insatiate Inst of gold;
ambition no longer excites him with an
insane desire for place and power; he
becomes gentle and gererous, meek
and unselfish, and renewed in the whole
tone and temper of his being. He at-
tributes it all to the.power of God work-
ing in him, in answer to those mighty
daily wrestlings with God.

Now your transcendental philosopher
suys: “All this is a harmless delusion,
but let him believe it, if it comforts
him. The fact is, that God has nothing
to do with the matter; it is simply self-
enlture, The man has been reflecting,
and sees his true self mirrored. He
sees his moral deformities and sets
himself to correct them. He forms a
true idea of what man ought to be, then
he shapes his idea into an ideal, per-
haps an example; some heroic soul,
living or dead, becomes a perpetual
presence before him, inciting and in-
spiring to a noble victory over self.”
Seneca advised one of his friends to
represent to himself Cato, Socrates or
some other sage, as a constant observer,
a formative power. Alexander’s statne
inflamed Cwesar, and Ceesar's image in-
spired Napoleon. The victories of Mil-
tiandes would not suffer Themistocles
to sleep, and so Themistocles became
the rival of Miltiades for military glory.

In some such way does modern natu-
ralism account for all spiritual attain-
ments and achievements secured by
the praying soul. They are the natural
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results of self-serutiny and self-con.
quest and self-culture, under lofty ideas
and elevating and edneating ideals of

character and destiny. A man puts lis

band on a lever, and by it lifts a weight

which, without it, he could not stir

from its place; or he pulls himself up

by a pulley-rope. He thinks that Goi's

power is exerted on the lever, and raises

him by the pulley; in fact, says the

skeptic, it is only a right application

of human strength in accordance witl,

laws of natural philosophy.

I give to the naturalist’s explanation
of prayer ample room, because I wunt
the theory fully apprehended, that wi
may be warned against its plausible
philosophy, and that I may present the
answer both of Bible truth and historic
fact.

There is no doubt that, as far as this
explanation goes, it is true; but it is
only a half truth, There is a whol
hemisphere of truth and of fact, not
visible from this point of view, not in-
cluded within this horizon.

The text affirms a positive advantag
in prayer. *This poor man cried, and
the Lord heard him, and saved him out
of all his troubles. The angel of th
Lord encampeth round about them that
fear Him, and delivereth them,” Her
Jehovah isrepresented as hearing prayer
and interposing to save the suppliant
And the idea is further expanded by a
reference to the deliverances wrought
by the *“ Lord’s angel.” This refe: :nce
carried great weight toa Jew. The an-
gel of the Lord was a historic reality,
working supernatural signs and won-
ders all through that wonderful carcer
of the chosen people of God. Not less

than one hundred times does this mys
terious personage appear in Hebrew
history, and with whut marvelous mir
acles are his golden footsteps attended!
He pours a rain of fire on Sodom, aud
opens a fountain for Hagar in the des
ert, and provides a lamb for Al rabam's
altar; he smites the first-born of Egypt,

and guides the exodus of Israel; be

arrests Balaam with his drawn sworl
of flame, and consumes Gideon's cakes
with miraculous fire; he ascends up
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harmed in the flames of Manoah's sac-
rifice, and smites 185,000 Assyrian in
one night; he preserves the three Loly
children in the furnace, and Daniel in
the den of lions; he announces the birth
of John the Baptist and of Jesus, and
conducts the celestial choir in the an-
them of the nativity; he rolls back the
sione from the sepuleher of Jesus, and
opens the prison-door for Peter., The
angel of the Lord was to the Hebrew the
synonym of the unmistakable power of
God. No theory of rationalism could

account for his august and awful inter-
positions—and here he is especially

connected with answers to prayer,

" There is no mistaking the Bible doe-
¥ trine on this subject. When such events
i as these can be explained by natural

causes, by self-scrutiny, self-conquest
i and self-culture, then prayer may be
is bronght down to the level of natural
1 philosophy and moral philosophy. Bat,
ot until then, there must remain in this
b mystery a supernatural factor,

And, in confirmation of this Biblical

a doctrine, I shall array some examples
u;l and proofs of the supernatural force
bt working in response to believing sup-
the plication, The examples, selected al-
hat most at random, are chosen, not so
fere much for their xtn}'lling and exception-
\ver al character, as to illustrate a positive
it result not to be explained by the plausi-
by's ble philosophy already referred to.
1t It has been customary for skeptics to
‘nee account for answers to prayer by a the-
) an ory of coincidences, or a mere accident-
iy, al correspondence between the thing
otie sought and the thing obtained. This
areer night do in one or two cases; but the
¢ less testimonies to answered prayer run
mye throngh the whole history of faith and
n\)l:x'“' supplication ; and not the ignorant
mite alone, or the highly imaginative, whose
aded! superstitions or fancies might be sup-
), and posed to invest events with a needless
o des dignity, but the most intelligent, sober-
bam's ninded and cautious disciples, form the
avpt creat clond of witness-bearers.
el be We read of the marvelous deliver-
sword ances of Israel Are there no corre-
cakes sponding interpositions in more recent

1s U times ?
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A remarkable case of deliverance from
persecution, and of punishment visited
upon cruel persecutors, is recorded of
the Jewish colony at Alexandria, about
two hundred years before Christ,

Ptolemy Philopatcr, furiously angry

at the refusal of the high-priest to per-
mit him to invade the temple courts at
Jerusalem, on his return to Egypt flung
into prison all the Jews upon whom he
could lay his hands. There was at Alex-
andria a huge hippodrome used for
gladiatorial shows, and here a host of
captives were confined. The king de-
creed that elephants, made furious by
intoxicating and stimulating drugs,
should be let loose npon them in the
arena of this amphitheater, and allowed
to trample them to death. For two days
his own drunken revels delayed the
execution of this horrid deecree, and for
two days there went up ceaseless prayer
to Israel's God that He who delivered
Daniel from the lions would rescue His
helpless people.

The third day came, and the infuri-
ated monsters were driven into the am-
phitheater and goaded forward to tor-
ture the prisoners. But, wonderful to
relate, instead of attacking and destroy-
ing these Jews, they turned madly npon
the guards and the spectators, killed
many of them, and drove the rest in
terror from the corridors! Ptolemy was
s0 impressed with this exhibition of
power f the God of the Jews that he
released the prisoners, and, like Ahas-
uerus, permitted them to destroy their
foes.

The Waldenses are the Israel of the
Alps, who, in their mountain fastnesses,
for centuries guarded the ark of primi-
tive faith and worship, while the terrors
of the Vatican confronted them —that
summit of terror which was “‘an Olym-
pus for its false gods, a Sinai for its
thunders, and a Calvary for its blood.”
Read the story of the siege of La Bal-
sille, their mountain fortress. "lemmed
in by the French and Sardinian army

through the summer, gaunt famine
stared them in the face; the foe gnarded
every outlet of the valley, and their
ungathered crops lay in the fields. In
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midwinter, driven by gnawings of hun-
ger to visit the abandoned harvest
fields, beneath the deep snows they
found God had kept the grain unhurt,
and part of it was gathered in good con-
dition a year and a half after it was
sown! In the spring after, a merciless
cannonade broke down the breastworks
behind which they hid, and the help-
less band cried to the Lord. At once
He who holds the winds in His fist and
rides in the clouds as a chariot, rolled
over them a cloak of fog so dense that
in the midst of their foes they escaped

unseen !

A company of Covenanters had been
pursued by their persecutors until their
strength was exhausted. Reaching a
hill which separated them from their
pursuers, their leader said, *Let us
pray here, for if the Lord hear not our
prayer and save us, we are all dead
men.”  He then prayed: “Twine about
the hill, O Lord, and cast the lap of
Thy cloak over puir old Saunders and
these puir things!” Before he had done
speaking, a mist rose up about the hill,
and wrapped the devoted little band
about like the very cloak of the Lord
he had prayed for. In vain their ene-
mies sought to find them, and, while
they were wearying themselves in the
effort, an order came which sent them
on an errand in a different direction,

When the Protestants in Rochelle
were besieged by the French king and
in peril of starvation, God sent into the
bay a shoal of fishes to feed them, such
as were never before seen in that
harbor.

To an attentive eye, the world is con-
stantly coming to new crises, which can
be safely turned only as God's own
power interposes; and praying souls,
who watch the signs of the times, both
seek the divine deliverance and mark
the footsteps of God's own angel. Our
own country has been the theater of
these marvelous interpositions repeat-
edly, from the time when a flight of

paroquets turned Columbus to the San
Salvador group until now. Sometimes
these answers to prayer are on a colos-
sal scale, both as to the territory they
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cover and the time through which they
extend. For example: S. H. Willey,
D.D., one of the pioneer home mission-
aries on our western coast, has, in Lis
*Thirty Years in California,” shown us
on what hinges turn the destinies of
whole States and nations. Before th
gold of California was known, there
were many adventurers from the United
States and Europe already there, drawn
by advantages of the climate and re.
garding it as a golden gate to Pacife
and Asiatic commerce, They saw that,
for the development of its resources,
California ought to be cut loose from
Mexico, and attached to some more pro-
gressive nation. Most of them favored
a British protectorate, and there wus a
British fleet hovering near by waiting
for a pretext to take possession, and
the United States was also waiting to
have good ground for similar action,
When the war with Mexico began, the
news, slowly moving, reached the com.
manders of the American and British
forces at the same time, and both at
once started for the harbor. Commo.
dore Sloat hoisted the stars and stripes
only a week before Admiral Seymour
arrived.

In the same month of July, 1846, two
hundred and sixty Mormons sailed from
New York, and reached San Francisco,
well supplied with all that could fur
nish a Mormon colony, but found the
American flag floating over the harbor.
The colonists, who hoped to have set-
tled on the coast, bitterly disappoint-
ed, sent messengers to meet Brigham
Young, who was advancing overland,
and the result was that he stopped at
Salt Lake., By such a trifling circum-
stance was that column of fifteen thou-
sand Mormons prevented from making
the Golden Gate their harbor. On the
same day, February 2, 1848, on which
the treaty was signed, by which Mexico
ceded California to the United States,
gold was found. Had the discovery
been one day earlier, the signature
would, probably, never have been put
to that document. California as nar

rowly escaped being a slave State. While
the settlers were mostly miners, they
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adopted a State constitution with an
article prohibiting slavery, Soon after
came that large migration from the
Southern States that would have deter-
mined its future for slavery, had they
not come tco late. This is simply one
example from thousands of the way in
which God remembers His praying peo-
ple, even in the turning of the scale of
national history and destiny, and no
philosophy can account for such cases
which denies adivine providence ruling
in human affairs,

The power of prayer is the perpet-
ual sign of the supernatural, Without
doubt much of the benefit and bless-
ing received by prayerful souls might
be acconnted for by natural and second-
ary causes. But in hundreds of other
instances we must either deny the facts
or admit a supernatural factor, They
can no more be accounted for without
adivine interposition than can the deliv-
erance of the three holy children from
the furnace, or of Daniel from the den,

Jonathan Edwards may be taken as
an example of thousands. From the
age of ten years, his prayers were as-
tonishing both for the faith they exhib-
ited and the results they secured. With
the intellect of a cherub and the heart
of a seraph, we can neither distrust his
self-knowledge nor his absolute candor.
His communion with.God was so rapt
and rapturous, that the extraordinary
view of the glory of the Son of God, His
pure, sweet love and grace, wounld over-
come him so that for an hour he wounld
be flooded with tears, weeping aloud.
Prayer brought him such power as Peter
it Pentecost scarcely illustrates more
wonderfully. For instance, his sermon
atEnfield, on *““Sinners in the Hands of
an Angry God,"” which, delivered with-
ont a gesture, nevertheless produced
such effect that the audience leaped to
their feet and clasped the pillars of the
meeting-house lest they should slide
into perdition,

That one man, in the midst of an apos-
tasy from God that well-nigh wrecked
teligions life in England and Amer-
iea, pealed out his trumpet-call, sum-
woning the whole Christian world to
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prayer in 1747, In that tract, in which
he pleads for a * visible union of God's
people in extraordinary prayer,” he re-
fers to the day of fasting and prayer
kept at Northampton the year before,
which was followed that same night by
the utter dispersion and defeat of the
French Armada under the Duke d’An-
ville. And Edwurds adds: ¢ This is the
nearest parallel with God's wonderful
works of old in times of Moses, Joshua
and Hezekiah, of any that have been in
these latter ages of the world.”

That trumpet peal to universal prayer
in 1747 marked a turning point in mod-
ern bistory.

This is one of those instances in
which the subject can be understood
only from a high point of prospect that
sweeps a wide horizon, We can nnder-
stand the need of God's interposition,
and the desperate necessity that drove
His disciples to prayer, only by a knowl-
edge of the condition of the world at
that time. And that at least one ex-
ample may be given in full, let nus stop
to take in, if possible, the whole range
of this awful spiritual desolation,

The opening part of the last century
presented a prospect as dreary and hope-
less as has been seen, perhaps, since
the dark ages. The leaders of English
society were Hume, Gibbon, and Boling-
broke, giants of infidelity; in France,
Voltaire, Rousseau, and Madame de
Pompadour; in Germany, Frederick the
Great, the friend and companion of
Voltaire, and, like him, a deist. “Flip-
paney and frivolity in the chureh, deism
in theology, lusciviousness in the novel
and the drama”—such was the state of
things in England, which Isaac Taylor
said was in a condition of *virtual
heathenism,” while in America Samuel
Blair declared that religion *lay a-dy-
ing.”

But what was the pulpit doing in
those days? Nothing. * Natural the-
ology, without a simple distinetive doe-
trine of Christianity, cold morality, or
barren orthodoxy, formed the staple
teaching both in established church and
dissenting chapel.” The best sermons
were only moral essays, a thousand of
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which contained not enough Gospel
trath to convert one soul. All seemed
to agree to let the devil alone. It was
the Church, and not Satan, that was
chained. The grand, weighty truths
for which Hooper and Latimer went to
the stake, and Baxter and Bunyan to
jail, seemed like relies of the past. The
land was flooded with irreligion and in-
fidelity, Collins and Tindal stigma-
tized Christianity as priesteraft. Wool-
ston declared the miracles of the Bible
to be allegories, and Whiston denouneced
them as impositions and frands.  Clark
and Priestly openly tanght Arianism
and Socinianism, and helped to make
heresy fashionable. Blackstone, the
lawyer, went from chureh tochurch and
heard every elergyman of note in Lon-
don, and says he heard not one dis-
course which had more Christianity in
it than the writings of Cicero, or from
which one conld tell whether the
preacher were a disciple of Confucius,
Mahomet, or Christ,

An open disregard of religion was, as
Archbishop Secker said, ** the charac-
teristicof theage.” Even the bishopsled
the way in worldliness, as Archbishop
Cornwallis gave balls and routs at Lam-
beth Palace till even the king interfered:
and it was said that the best way to
stop Whitefield in his work of reform
was to make bim a bishop. Such a
state of things caused true disciples
great hnmiliation, and drove them to
God in sheer despair. All over the
Christian world there began to be little
praying circles of devout souls, begging
God to pluck His hand out of His
bosom.

Of such a character was that little
gatlering in 1729, in Lincoln College,
Oxford, when John Wesley, Charles
Wesley, Mr. Morgan and Mr. Kirkham
met for conference and prayer, bur-
dened with the apostate condition of
the Chinreh. Six years after these meet-
ings began there were but fourteen who
assembled; but out of that prayer-meet-
ing Methodism was born —the mightiest
modern movement kn wn for evangel-
ical faith and evangelistic work! God
heard those prayers, and Whitefield and
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the Wesleys began to preach witl
tongues of pentecostal flame-—resisted
by a rigid, frigid Church, driven into
fields and commons, but so reaching
the people as they could not have been
reached inside chapel walls,

Then, as I have said, in 1747 Jona-
than Edwards, in America, flung broad.
cast his mighty tract, with tremendons
power urging concerted prayer upon the
American churches, at the very tinu
when beyond the seas went forth a su-
mons to all disciples to unite in special
prayer * for the effusion of God'sSpirit
upon all the churches and upon the
whole hab table earth.” And so tu
companies of praying souls gathered in
England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland,
and throughout New England and the
Middle States.

In 1780 came another mighty t:dal
wave of revival, under the imnfluence of
the Haldanes, Andrew Fuller, Rowlund
Hill, Suteliffe, ete. William Grimshaw,
Willinm Romaine, Daniel Rowlands,
John Berridge, Henry Venn, Walker,
of Traro, Jumes Hervey, Topludy
Fletcher, of Madeley—these men all Le-
longed in that grand apostolic succes-
sion that kept up the revival fires during
that period of reformation, raised up in
such numbers, and in such a crisis, by
Him who answers prayer, to stem th
awful tide that was sweeping away every
landmark of religion and morality.

Yes, and the full significance of thos
concerted prayers never can be fully
known till eternity opens its awfu
doors, In answer to them came the e
of modern missions, the establishment
of the monthly concert of prayer, the
founding of the first foreign mission-
ary society in England, the consecra
tion of William Carey to the missionary
work, whoalone seeured the translation
of the Bible into forty different tong
and the circulation of two hundrd
thousand copies.

More than this came in answer 10
those earnest prayers—all that modern
missions has accomplished opening
doors into every land, multiplying or
ganizations till we have now upward
of seventy, translating the Bible into
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nearly two hundred and fifty languages
and dialects, and setting up the cross
10 every quarter.

More even than this may be traced to
that concerted prayer abont the middle
of last century. To reach Asia with the
Gospel we must get to the heart of the
continent, and India was the working
center. England was there in the East
India Company, but that company was
the foe to missions, But God was mov-
ing. He gave Britain a foothold in this
central field of oriental missions, and a
scepter over 200,000,000 people, This
made it necessary to keep open the line
of communication with the home gov-
ernment, to maintain an open highway
of travel and traffie; and hence came,
in the providence of God, that remark-
uble influence which determined the
attitnde of every nation along that
highway, as at least neutral, if not fa-
vorable, to Christian missions, And so
came the battle of Plassey, in 1757,
which determined that Protestantism,
and not Papacy, should rule in India;
and later the Sepoy rebellion, which
swung the great English power in India
over to the side of Christian missions,
Fhese are only the outlines of a grand
march of events, only just now in pro-
gress, all of which began under the
lugle eall of the angel of the Lord, in
answer to prevailing prayer.

We have given this one instance in
full outline only as an example, among
numberless ones, how prayer does sway
the balance of national history and a
world's destiny. Even ungodly men
can searce watch human history with-
out feeling the presence of a presiding
p‘ wer,

Franklin will not be accused of being
o Christian believer. Yet, in the Na-
tional Convention of 1787, at that mo-
wentons crisis when no progressseemed
to be making toward a closer bond of
union between the confederated States,
hearose and addressed the President :
“How has it happened, sir, that, whila
groping so long in the dark, divided in
ouropinions, and now ready to separate
without accomplishing the great ohjects
of our meeting, we have not hitherto
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once thought of humbly applying to the
great Father of Light to illnminate our
understandings? In the beginning of
the contest with Great Britain when we
were sensible of danger, we had daily
prayers, in this room, for divine protec-
tion, Our prayers, sir, were heard and
gracionsly answered.,” And Franklin
then moved that “henceforth prayers,
imploring the assistance of Heaven an
its blessings on onr deliberations, be
held in this assembly every morning,
before we proceed to business,”

A terrible plagne of grasshoppers
devastated Minnesota and Dakota for
several years, until it seemed as though
famine threatened the people. A day
of fasting and prayer was appointed in
Minnesota, and devoutly observed. The
next spring the grasshoppers appeared,
but immediately a parasite attached
itself to them, which prevented their
doing damage and laying eggs against
another season. It made a profound
impression on the people that, from the
time of that public humiliation, the
scourge disappenred.

Spurgeon designates as  ‘““modern
workers of miracles,” Frankee, J. Falk,
Jung Stilling, J. Gossner, Geo, Muller,
Theodor Fleidner, L. Harms, J,Wichern
and others,who by faith and prayer have
originated and developed Christian in-
stitutions of the most remarkable char-
acter. For one, I am alarmed at the
waning faith in the supernatural found
even within the nominal Church of
Christ. The drift is toward a blank,
bleak naturalism. The inspiration of
the Bible is resolved into the inspira-
tion of genins; the incarnation of God
in Christ into an impersonation of godly
character; the divine atonement by
blood into a mere human martyrdom;
the regeneration by the Holy Ghost into
hnman reformation; and so the super-
natural power of prayer is refined away.
A man pulls himself toward shore by
a rope attached to a stake, and per-
suades himself the shore moves toward
him. Results proceed, *“not from the
influence of the suppliant on God, but
from the mystic working of one soul on
another.”
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As Christlieb says again, here is a
greater miracle than that God should
answer prayer, How often help comes
from a person of whose existence, even,
the suppliant did not know, in response
to an existing need unknown to any one
but the needy. It has been said of
Muller that “the *Lord" who went be-
fore him was merely another form of
his own German energy, his simple,
feeling heart, ete., a form dear to him,
and imposing to the English publie.”
And so, forsooth, we are to account for
the fact that during a half century,
without ever applying to a human soul
for a gift, he received millions of dollars
to build those orphan houses, to pro-
vide food and clothes and all needed
comfort for two thousand orphans; and,
in the crisis of want, lest it should
seem that he was indirectly applying to
the publie for aid, he even withheld
the annual reports in which the story
of past needs and divine supplies is
told!

Travelers in Germany visit that won-
derful hospital within three or four
hours’ ride of Tubingen, which is more
interesting than the famous University
of Wittenberg, where Reuchlin and
Melancthon tanght, Here Pastor Blum-
hardt, a nan of singular gifts and
graces, of most serene temper and apos-
tolic earnestness, drew to him unceas-
ingly the sick and suffering; and in the
chambers of that hospital astonishing
virtue went forth in connection with
prayers for their recovery. Even those
nervous maladies, which modern medi-
cine seems most powerless to reach,
yielded under the prayers of this godly
and apostolic man, until he was com-
pelled to give up the pulpit and parish
to give himself wholly to the prayer of
faith for healing; and at times three
hundred persons were at once in the
hospital.

The story of Dorothea Trudell is
briefly this: Miss Trulell's mother
was & woman of remarkable faith, Tt
was her custom, when any member of
her family was ill, to appeal directly to
the Great Physician for healing, wi h-
out the additional resort to medicine.

After her mother’s death, Miss Trudell
assumed her mother’s place at the head
of the family, and followed the example
of her mother's faith, So marked were
the answers to prayer for the recovery
of the sick, that she was often asked to
visit her friends who were ill, or receive
them into her house. Thus her home
became in time a hospital; and at her
death, in 1865, her work had grown to
such proportions as to attract patients
from every part of Switzerland, But
her mantle fell npon other men and
women, who are still in charge of th:
institution which she left at Manuedorf;
and the acconnt of the healings wronght
there, in answer to the prayer of faith,
are such as can be accounted for only
upon the assnmption that **the prayex
of faith shall save the sick,” as truly now
as when this promise was fresh from
the pen of inspiration,

A young man in the State of Indiang,
not long ago left home for a business
opening in Ohio. There, a gentleman
from his own native place found him
and was shocked to discover that he hal
become a profane swearer. Returning
home he felt constrained to tell his
pious parents of his awful degeneracy.
They said little, and, in doubt whether
they had understood him, he called the
next day and repeated the statement
The father calmly replied: *We under.
stood you; my wife and I spent a slecp.
less night on our knees pleading in be.
half of our son; and about daybreak we
received the assurance from God that
James will never swear again.” Two
weeks after, the son came home a
changed man, ‘How long since this
change took place ?” asked his rejoicing
parents, He replied that just a fort-
night before he was struck with a scnse
of guilt so that he could not sleep,
and spent the night in tears and prayers
for pardon, Mark—there had been no
time for any parentalappeal, or even for
a letter of remonstrance—while they
were praying for him, God moved him
to pray for himself.

A merchant of Bristol, England, by
a disaster at sea, was mnearly runined
financially; and the shock made bhis
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wife insane,
disciple living at Birmingham, a man
of great faith in prayer, asked a few
others of like mind to his house to
unite in prayer for her recovery. At
that very hour she was restored to
reason.

An aged Christian man, a humble
blacksmith, while one day at work in
his shop, was suddenly overwhelmed
with the thonght of the spiritual state
of the people about him, among whom
there had been no revival of religion
for years, so that the Church was al-
most extinet and Satan’s kingdom all-
prevailing.  So great was his distress
that he abandoned the anvil for the
closet, A mighty revival followed,
multitudes were brought to repentance
and faith; and, most wonderful of all,
these new converts all dated their con-
cern for themselves back to that very
day and hour when, in the secrecy of
Lis locked shop, that humble blacksmith
was pouring out hissoul to God for the
unsaved about him,

Hume, the prince of skeptics, was
constrained to confess that there was
one thing that he could not explain by
Lis deistical philosophy, and that was
“a Christian life,” Buusen said to his
English wife, when dying, ** My dear,
in thy face I have seen the Eternal.”
[t was said of the saintly Fenelon that
von could not be in his company two
bours without wishing yourself a Chris-
tian,

If the fruits of Christianity confound
the skeptiec in a Christian land, what
shall be said of them on heathen soil?
Were I to come into contact with a man
honestly asking for light, and willing
andidly to examine whether a super-
mtural element were at work in this
world, T wonld set him to studying
wodern missionary history. There are
fits by the hnudred, in the transfor-
mition of individuals and whole peo-
tles, that are as much a sign of God's
pwer as the turning of Moses’ hand to
ileprons white, or back instantly to its
iriginal color and condition,

But of all the examples that could be
tted, let us, in closing, glance at two—

Supernatural Answers to Prayer.

Her father, an eminent

one of the first converts among the de-

graled Karens. From the lowest state

the Gospel raised him, with a rapidity

that no civilization ever knew, to a

noble Christian manhood. His first im-

pulse was to tell others. He helped

translate the Bible into the Karen
tongue; for fifteen years guided the mis-
sionaries through the jungles, and then
himself began to preach, and to plant
new churches. In one year, he had
formed nine, with 741 converts; in less
than three years the nine had grown
to thirty, wit! 2,000 converts, He did
his work without salary, and when the
English government offered him a posi-
tion with large compensation, he at
once declined, thongh his poverty was
such as prevented him from taking his
tovely wife with him in his missionary
tonrs! This one man, whom no bait
of money or position or personal ease
could win to leave his holy and unsel-
fish work, is an unanswerable proof
that a power higher than man works in
Christianity.

One example now from a community
transformed by this divine Gospel!
Johnson went to Sierra Leone in 1816
to find a thousand people resened from
slave-ships, representing more than
twenty nations, unable to hold con-
verse, but preying upon each other like
wild beasts, given to worse vices, brutal
and devilish. He preached the simple
Gospel to them, devoutly praying for
their salvation. In lessthan a year, the
woods were echoing with the prayers of
penitence and the hills ringing with
hymns of faith, Honest industries
took the place of thievery; they built a
stone house and filled it with a ecrowd
of worshipers, and surrounded it by
all'signs of an orderly, thriving, Chris-
tian state. Marringe sanctified their
homes, a thousand children crowded
their schools, heathen revels gave place
to Christian rites; and all this Mr.

Johnson himself lived to see, though he
died seven years after he landed.
My dear friends, taste and see that the

Lord is good. Ask Him in the closet
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one of individual transformation, the
other of a community, Sau Quala was
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for a sign by which you shall know that
Ilv (s, and is a rewarder of them that
diligently seek Him. Put Him to the
test of experimental prayer and you
shall need no testimony from another
to establish your fuith in the super-
natural answers to prayer. The Angel
of the Lord shall encamp about you —in
the farnace of fiery trial you shall see
the form of Jesus—in the midst of
temptations as fierce as lions, you shall
serenely rest unharmed. His provi-
dence will guide your doubting steps
like that glorious pillar of cloud and
fire, and in that last great erisis when
Leart and flesh fail, and the valley and
shadow of death is before yon, the ever-
lasting Arms shall be beneath you, and
your refuge the Eternal God !
RS ——
POE'S ““RAVEX;” OR, MEMORY AN ELE-
MENT OF RETRIBUTION.
By J. Staxvorp Horme, D.D., v River-
stk Barrist Cuvren, NEw York,

Is there no balm in Gilead *=Jer. viii: 22,

A FrRAGMENT of statnary, a broken col-
umn, or a Corinthian capitol found
buried in the earth, or wrought into
a rude modern structure, has often
served as a clew to important discover-
ies in elassic lands.  So these words of
the Prophet Jeremiah—a broken frag-
ment of divine trath, wronght into the
poem of ** The Raven” by Edgar Allen
Poe —may serve to uplock the meaning
of this mysterions poem; and possibly
we may gain even from the poem, ve-
read in a new light, some new view of
the words of the prophet.

The first lines of ** The Raven,” when
read in the light of the evident spirit of
the poem—so mythical and weird and
gloomy—would seem to furnish a clew
to the soarce from whence its imagery
is derived, and possibly to its signifi-
cance :

*“Onee upon a midnight dreary,
While I pondered, weak and weary,
Over many a quaint and curious volume of

Sorgotten lore,”

Where, in *forgotten lore,” can be
found volumes so ** qnaint and curious”
as the ““Sagas of Iceland,” which con-
tain the earliest history of our own

an Liement of Retribution, [JaN,
heathen ancestry and their mythology
One no sooner opens these volumes
than the Raven appears insight. Two
Ravens, as the Elder Edda, the Iliad of
the North, has it:

** Hugin and Mnuin

Fly each day

Over the spacious earth.”

These Ravens are talking birds, They
represent memory and reflection, and,
sitting on the shoulders of the gol
Odin, whisper in hLis ears,

The gods of the old Norsemen were
only human beings, vith faenities o
attributes superadded by imperson
tion, Thus Thor's strength was 1.
doubled when he girded himself with
Megingjarder, his belt of strength
and put on his steel gloves to wield Lis
And Odin’s memory was re.
freshed and his thought intensifiel
when the Ravens, sitting on his shoul-
ders, whispered in his ears,

A very cursory observation woull
seem to be sufficient to identify th
raven of this poem,

hammer,

““ A stately raven of the saintly days of yor

with the Odinitic raven, the bivd of
memory of the old Norse mythology
The two Ravens of Odin, Hugin and
Munin, as they appear in the Eldus
for the purposes of our modern poet
are made one. And it would scem
after reading the early Edda, that w
might pass from Odin’s Ravens to Poe's
“Raven” almost as easily as frow
Odin’s-day to our Wednesday, or from
Thor's-day to our Thursday, or from
Freyjas-day to our Friday,

Nor was this selection of the raven,
as the bird of memory, by these oll
Norse poets, a poet’s fancy merely
There would seem to be something
in the gloom, the croak, the heartless
ness and the ubiquity of this solitary
bird, that is fearfully significant and
suggestive of the bird of memory. And
while lie has little to do with his kind
as they are never seen together i
more than pairs, he 1s not averse 0
human association. He never changes
his croak or his color, and virely bis
clime. And though he seldom migrates,
the raven is found almost everywher,
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1884.]  Puls ¢ Raven,” or, Memo
from the burning South to the frozen
North. In the Arctic regions, in the
depth of winter, the explorer is often
startled, we are told, by a loud, deep,
sonorons croak; and, looking up into
the frozen, starry sky, finds himself
closely reconnoitered by this gloomy
bird. The traveler in the parched and
sultry plains aronnd Jericho sees the
black form of this same bird hovering
over him and easting its dark shadow
on his pathway. And the raven still
haunts the cliffs and crags, and sweeps
down through the deep gorges of the
Brook Cherith, as when of old he min-
istered to the physical wants of Elijah
the Tishbite,

And such is the remarkable ubiquity
of this gloomy bird, that it wonld seem
that wherever there is a man there is a
raven, And, though this may not be
always literally true, figuratively this
bird of memory is certainly everywhere
present where man is found. The old
Vikings, we are told, used to take the
raven with them on their long voyages

as some have thought, in the capac-
ity of pilot, on account of his wonder-
ful instinets and ability to espy land
at a great distance; but, as we rather
suppose, on the ground of their own
old superstition, as the bird of mem-
ory—a sort of historian of the voyage,
perhaps; a spiritual monitor, to remind
them of the fact that every man takes
with him, whether he wills it or not,

a recording angel; for wherever a man

may be—on the Iand or on the ocean;

amid fields of Aretie ice; in the deep,
dark fjord, or beneath the bright sun-
shine of the tropics; lost in the lonely
desert, or in the populous city, abroad
or at home—this bird of memory shad-
ows him and haunts him. Shut your-
self np in your own chamber at mid-

night,
*This ghastly, grim and ancient raven "

will peck at your window and step in,
spite of yon, and sit over against yon,
and with his *“fiery eyes” * burn into
your bosom’s core,”

Edgar Allen Poe was not the only
poet at whose window this raven has
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been Leard to knock. On the flyleaf of
an early copy of Rogers’ poem on the
“Pleasures of Memory,” written by
some anonymous poet - possibly by
Rogers himself — the following lines
were found, in singular harmony with
the spirit of “The Raven":

““Alone at midnight's haunted hour,
When nature woos repose in vain,
Remembrance wakes her penal power,
The tyrant of the burning brain.
She tells of times misspent; of comforts lost;
Of fair occasions gone forever by;
Of hopes too fondly nursed, too rudely erossed ;
Of many a cause to wish, yet fear to die!
For what, except the instinctive fear
Lest she survive, detains me here,
When all the lite of life is fled ?
What but the deep, inherent dread,
Lest she beyond the gr

And realize the hell that priests and bel-
dames feign.”

e resume her reign,

e This grim, ungainly, ghastly,
Gaunt and ominous bird of yore,”

by its untimely visits, disturbed the
peace of so saintly a spirit as Phabe
Cary, who tells us, in bitter words, how
“this ungainly fowl” wrung her heart
by exbuming the memories of past joy
and vanished bliss:

“ Memories on memories !

To my soul again
There come such dreams of love and bliss
That my wrung heart, unused to pain,
Sinks with the fullness of its wretchedness, "
And that sorrowful refrain, * Never-
more,” a word of unfathowable sad-
ness, which would now seem to be al-
most monopolizedd by the raven of
song, finds a spiritual echo in the
heart of another poet, who sings:
“The memory wakes,
And fondly broods with miser's care:
Time but the impression deeper makes,
As streams their channels deeper wear,”
Lord Byron was not unfamiliar with
the visits of this
S“Ominous bird of yore."
He tells us that
** Ever and anon
There comes a token like a scorpion’s sting,
Scarce seen, but with fresh bitterness imbued.”
But of all the poets, none have ever
painted a picture more true to life of
this ‘‘thing of evil,” whether * bird or
devil,” than Shakespeare, Laly Mac-

beth states the ecase strongly to ner

et
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lovd, hut strangely fails to wse her own

philosophy:
Why do yon keep alone,

OF sorviest fancios your companions making,

T those thomghits whieh should indeed have
died
With them they think  on Pl without

remedy
Shonld be withont regand, What's done s done,™
But, notwithstanding this affeetation

of philosophy, this

Ghastly, grim and ancient raven,

Wandering from the nightly shore—"
knocked and quickly gmmed admission
to Lady Macheth's own midnight eham-
ber, The memory of the deed of blood
was indeed a*fiery eye " that “ burned
into her bosom’s core.™ She washes her
hands and solilogqmizes in broken ntter-
anees:
Vet here's the spot™
Sout damnéd spot 1"

Still washing and still thinking aloud:

* Here's the smell of blood still! Al

he perfumes of Arabia will not

Sweeten this Little band,”
And, alas! so, too,
Here, at least,

No say the poets,
say the philosophers,
15 a0 sad harmony between philosophy
and poetry. The poets tell us of the
Raven's ©* Nevermore ;" of the token hike
the scorpion’s sting; of the spof that can-
not be washed out; of the little hand that
all the perfumes of Avabia cannot sweet-
en.  And the philosophers, in clearer
and colder phrase, but to the same end,
tell us that “*no deed ever done, no
word ever spoken, no thought ever
conceived, no motive ever felt, is so
Jost to our minds that cirenmstances
may not bring it back.” Memory is the
at photographer; it preserves all its

qr
negatives, and from them it ean repro-
duce, at eall, every incident and feel-
ing and motive, every joy and sorrow
of life, with the aceuracy of the orig-
inal.  Nothing is forgotten in the sense
that it cannot be reealled. And no
strength of intelleet, no degree of cul-
ture, no exercise of will, no purity ot
heart, can put an end to the exercise
of memory,

It is not an insignificant incident in
the machinery of the poem that the
raven finds a resting-place for herself

ve Momorv an Element of Retribution,
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There s deep

on the bust of 1"
meaning in the fact that this bivd of
memory is perched on the bust of the
Goddess of Reason. There i a vital
connection hetween the memory and
the reason; they eannot exist aport
And when this sable bird, this Nors
impersonation of memory, alights on
the erested helmet of the Greewnn god
dess, who, “full armed and glorion

sprang from the head of Jupiter, and
will mot be driven away, we have s
before us atruth recognized by philo
ophy, that tho reason itself must b
dethroned before the memory ean b
dislodged,  This truth the anthoy
“The Raven ™ puts in strong words

AN the raven, never itting,
SUL s sitting, still s sitting
On the pallid bust of Pallas, just above n
chumber door
Thas
recognized by the philosophers anid
poets, involves a problem in s pro
tical application that has greatly por
vlexed the mythologians, as well s
1eoay of the theologinns, of all ag
how to render possible the happin
of sinful men with the possession o
Many and vain

prineiple, thus alike clearly

memory and reason.,
have been their efforts to solve this
problem by the light of reason only. |
was to this end that the old Greek and
Roman poets made the Styx one of th
rivers of hell, round whieh it tlowed

nine times, of whose waters the |

might drink and forget their guilt and
And Dante made Lethe th

misery.
boundary between purgatory and I*
dise, clearly recognizing the fact
sin, memory, reason and happine
could never, under natural laws, co-
exist.  The author of “The Raven™ s
brought face to face with this terribl
fact in the philosophy of the human
But what man cannot do for

perchance God may do for

mind,
himself,
him-—grant him

* Respite—rvespite and nepenthe

From the memories of Lenore,”

For this he, a **wreteh,” now ploads
piteously. For a moment he almost
imagines his prayer granted: but in an-
other moment the illusion is dispelled
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by the raven's “nevermore,”

15 trath - the trath of philosophy ane
of reason; neither the law nor the jns
tice of God knows anything of respite

remember,” a8 the one

penalty. To bury in oblivien is impos-
sible on enrth, in heaven, orin hell; and
to remember sin and guilt, and to be
other than miserable, if amenable to the
spiritual law only, is not possible in
the universoe of God,

The poct, thus driven from God in
nature, thus entirely shut ont from
hope by this terrible *

wvermore” of

this bird of memory as he sits fixed on
lis pereh, the Goddess of Reason, in
the extremity of his wretchedness, and
on the very verge of despair, now al-
most unconsciously casts his eye to-
wird the God of Grace, The very words
of his plea indieate the direction in
which he is looking; and now, in utter-
ances tender and tonching in the ex-
treme, he exelnims:

“Tell mo truly, Timplore—
Is there, s there balm in Gilead ?
Tell me, tell me, Limplore 7

But, alas! he has no ear for the re-
sponse to taith.  He can only hear the

“nevermore " of the gloomy bird; and
to this well may he say:

* Loave no black plume as a token

Of that lie thy soul hath spoken!”
And itis, indeed, a lie.  There is a balm
in Gilead : the memory of Christ is the
halm for the curse of memory. Christ
remembered man in His sufferings and
death,  He refusedall ** respite and ne-
penthe ™ that man in the memory of

Christ might find relief from the stings
of memory.

There is an inscription
on the walls of an old monastery in
Spain, to the effect: *“If we forget our
sins God will remember them; if we re-
member them God will forget them.”
The laws of the kingdom of grace are
in harmony with the laws of nature, It
is not necessary that we should forget

And ths

or forgetfulness to a sinner,  **Son,

response to
every appeal from natural law, or its

vvan Eloment of Retribation, 201

white, their robes are not new ones, nor

robes that have never been soiled with
sin, but robes that have bheen washed
and made white 1in the

S blood of the
Lamb.,  David, and Peter, and Panl

once guilty of many and great sins, now
snints in hght
sins,

have not forgotten their
They sing the praises of grace
but the londer, when they remember
their sinand gailt,

But some may ask, *Is Poe among
the prophets 77 We answer yes; every
true poet is a prophet, and the poets,
like the Hebrew seers of old, not un-
frequently ntter words much above their
own comprehension, St Panl recog-
nized this fact when, in speaking to the
Athenians of the “ Unkxows Gon,” he

quoted the langnage of certain heathen

poets, Aratns and Cleanthes,  Not that
the words of these pocts made the Gos-
pel more clear, bat, rather, that the

Gospel explained the meaning of the

language of the poets,  These heathen

poets had not fully understood their
own song, And so it wonld seem that
the author of “The Raven" finds the
(}nﬂpol

“— A key
That winds through seeret wards,”

and unlocks more of the meaning of
this poem of “The Raven" than, per-
haps, the author himself knew of the
burden of his own song,

This “burden” M. Doré conceives to
be, as he tells us, ““the enigma of death,
and the hallucination of a hopeless
soul,” And, in this, Doré may be very
nearly right, if by *“the enigma of
death " he means, not the death of any
single loved one, but the enigma of
spiritual death, to which the physieal
and moral tend, especially the curse of
memory. Lenore might have been a
loved one whom the poet had slain, or
she might have been the impersonation
of the poet's own youthful innocence
and purity and hope, slain by his own
hand. And this poem is truly *‘the
hallucination of a hopeless soul,” but

in order that we should be happy. It
is notthe least glorious fact made known
to usin the Revelation of St.John, that
while the saints in light are clothed in

of a soul hopeless only becanse of its
o hallucination. As a drowning man, al-
ready crazed by the shadow of death,
may by the lightning's flash see a life-




buoy within reach, but throw it from
him and sink to the depths, so the
author of ** I'he Raven,” in his hope-
lessness, had a single glimpse of the
“ Balm of Gilead,” but in his **halluci-
nation " he rejected it, und sank in

despair,

S eee
CHRIST'S PITY FOR T™HE SINNER.
By B. I Parmer, D.D,, 18 First Pres-
BYTERIAN CHURCH, NEW ORLEANS,

Oh, Jerusalem, Jeyvusalem, thow that killest
the prophets, and stonest them which are
sent unto thee, how often would I have
gathered thy children together, even as a
hen qathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not !—Matt, xxiii:
37.

Tuere is a bursting tenderness in
these words whkich puts formal exposi-
tion at defiance. Our Lord, in the con-
sciousness of His relation to the Church
as its Head, puts around the two Tes-
taments both Iis arms, He remembers
how this people had been chosen two
thousand years before to be in cove-
nant with God. He recalls the mira-
cles of power and love which had been
wrought in their behalf during a long
and varied history. He brings to mind
the divine patience with them in their
frequent relapses into idolatry. And
now, in the crisis of their fate, when
the nation is plunging over the preci-

pice to their fall, He weeps over their
obduracy and ruin,

You remember that beautiful passage
in Deuteronomy, where the divine pro-
tection in Israel is likened to that of an
eagle over its brood: ** As an eagle stir-
reth up her nest, fluttereth over her
yvoung, spreadeth abroad her wings,
taketh them, beareth them on her
wings; so the Lord alone did lead him,
and there was no strange god with
him.” 1In like manner, we have here
the saffering mercy of God likened to
the solicitude of the domestie hen, ac-
cording to the habit of all the parables
of our Lord, in which the illustrations
are drawn from objects which are the

salem, thou that killest the prophets,
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most familiar: **Oh, Jerusalem, Jeru-,

[Jan.

and stonest them which are sent unto
thee, how often would I have gathered
thy children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and ye would not !”

The truth which lies in the text is
CHRIST'S TENDER SYMPATHY AND GRIEF
EVEN OVER THE SINFUL UNBELIEF WHICH
REJECTS Hiw,

Let us consider the reasons of this
special sympathy.

L. Christ, as our Redeemer, knows
the dreadfulness of sin, and therefore
pities those to whom it clings. -

I1. He pities the sinner, knowing all
that is involved in his final doom.

ITIL Christ is the exponent of God's
infinite love to man.

IV. There is a ground for this com-
passion of Christ, growing out of His
knowledge of the completeness of Iis
salvation and the security of those who
accept it,

V. The Savior's
founded upon His knowledge of wlhat
this Gospel cost Him to achieve,

In view of this infinite pity of Christ
for sinners whom He died to save, how
pathetic is the charge that follows,
“aAND YE wovLp ~Nor!" The result of
the failure is charged upon the sinner
as his own fault.

But is not Christ as omnipotent in
grace as He is in nature? If His power
be boundless and His pity such as yon
deseribe, why does He not interfere
ar . save us, anyhow?

The solution is in a nutshell: God
deals with man as a being of intelli-
gence and responsibility, as a fre
moral agent, If man, in the abuse of
his freedom, fall under the curse, then
it must be a law of grace that he shull be
made willing in the day of God's power
to accept the salvation provided. Bat
this is wholly different from being saved

in the exercise of a will that rejects the

proffered salvation. This demands con-
tradictories. Two facts establish this:

1. The blameworthiness that attaches

to every sin as soon as it is recognized

by the conscience. 2. The sense of ap-
propriation in faith, which brings peace
to the soul.
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If these things be so, two conclu-
sions follow:

1. That the loss of the soul is self-
caused. The sinner alone is to blame,
Oh, my hearers, I do not wonder that
there will be silence at that bar, when
the challenge goes forth why sentence
should not be immediately passed. Not
one of all those millions who are now
50 noisy in their accusations against
Giod, will then have the courage to lift
the tongue in any form of reply. To
that challenge there will be only the
silence of despair; broken at length by
the fearful wail from millions of lips
as they are cast out from the presence
of God and the glory of His power,

2, How much is the sin of refusing
this Gospel increased when it is com-
mitted against the pity and sympathy
of the Lord Jesus Christ!

—— et@r s ——

LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED.
By Rev. C. H. SpurcroN, 1N METRO-
roLITAN TanerNAcLE, LoNDON,

Let not your heart be troubled ; ye believe in
trod, believe also in Me.  In My Father's
house are many mansions : if it were not
s0, [would have told you. 1goto prepare
aplace foryou.  And if Igo and prepare
a place for you, I will come again and
receive you unfo Myself, that where 1 am,
there ye moy be also,  And whither 1 go
ye know, and the placeye know.—John
xiv: 1-4,

We may well feel glad that God's peo-
ple of old were men of like passions
with ourselves, I have known many a
poor sinner pluck up hope as he ob-
served the struggles of those who were
saved by grace; and I have known
wany of the heirs of heaven find con-
solation as they observed how imperfect
beings like themselves have prevailed
with God in prayer, and been delivered
in their time of distress. It is not the
will of God that His people should ** be
troubled " in heart; hence the blessed
words of the text. Come close up to
these words, dear friends; and may the
Spirit of God be with us!

These words are, in themselves, much
better than any sermon. What can our

discourse be buta dilution of the essen-
tial spirit of consolation contained in
the words of the Lord Jesus., Let us
first taste of the bitler waters of heart trouble,
and, secondly, let us drink deep of the
sweel waters of divine consolation,

I. Let us taste of the bitter waters,
“ Beeause I have said these things unto
yousorrow hath filled your hearts.”

1. Jesus was to die,

2. He was to go away from them, It
had finally dawned on their minds that
they were to be left like sheep without
a shepherd, and they were inconsolable.

3. He was to be betrayed by one of
their own number. This pierced the
hearts of the faithful: “The Son of
Man is betrayed” — betrayed for a
paltry sum.  Of this bitter water the
faithful at thts hoar are also made to
drink. Reputed ministers of the Gos-
pel are busy in trying to undermine onr
holy faith. Under the banner of *“‘ad-
vanced thought” they make war upon
those eternal truths for which con-
fessors contended and martyrs bled,
and the saints in past ages have been
sustained in their dying hours,

4. And then, Peter's denial of his
Lord was to cause another pang to the
faithful,

II. Under our second head, let us
drink of the sweet waters, to refresh us,
First, in this wonderful text, our Mas-
ter indicates the true means of com-
fort under every sort of disquietnde.
See how He puts it: * Let not your
heart be troubled; believe.,” Believe
not only my doctrine, believe in Me—a
personal, living, ever-present, omnipo-
tent Savior.

2. He proceeds to say that, though
He was going from them, He was only
going to His Father's house.

3. He gave them also to understand,
by implieation, that a great many would
follow Him to the Father's house.

4. *I go to prepare a place for you.”
Ithink He did not only refer to the
“many mansions” for our spirits, but
to the ultimate place of our risen bodies.
Mark that now : a place. We are apt to
entertain cloudy ideas of the ultimate
inheritance of the saints, ‘‘Heaven
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is a state,” say some; it is “a place,” up in its opening sentences, It aims fo
too, and in the future it will be more  to persuaue the reluctant Hebrews that lia
distinetly a place.  Observe, Christ in embracing the new doctrine they 1
went away in body—not as a disem- are only gathering the ripened fruit e
bodied spirit, but as one who had eaten  of their own tree, not plucking it up, at
with His diseiples, and whe + body had losing aught essential in it, or abandon- ver
been handled by them. His vodyneeded ing it.  The old revelation, he assures list
a place, and He has gone to prepare  them, was prehminary, and from nee- bey
a place for us; not only as we shail be  essity given in fragments advancing iy
for a while — pure spirits —but as we are  throughrudimentary steps. It contained Ving
te be ultimately, body, soul and spirit.  roughly-sketched * studies,” so  to and

4. The next consolation wasthe prom-  speak, of truth and character, in which nd
ise of His sure return : “If I go,"” ete. sepurate  elements  were emphasized, i

5. And then He will “receive” us.  ratherthan finished work--like Turner's dea
When He comes He will receive His fol-  memoranda, which were only suggest- “lea
lowers with a courtly reception. It will ive of the picture yet to be. All the parti
be their marrvinge reception —the mar-  utterances of hint and sign in the dock

ringe reception of the Son of God!

old ceremonial, or of mystie ullusion in

them

6. And the fital consolation will be  prophecy, were but the inarticnlate lay fi
this: He will place them eternally where  mutterings which in John the Bap- them
He is, that they may be with Him, Oh!  tist merged into a recognizable ** voice,” [here
joy, joy ! unutterable joy! Can we not but in Jesus alone became a compre- way
now, once for all, dismiss every fear in  hensive and intelligible * Word."” repid
prospect of the endless bliss reserved Why not, then, study only the ulti- he bl

forus?
““See that glory —how resplendent !
Brighter far than fancy paints;
There, in majesty transcendent,
Jesus reigns, the King of saints !
J 1 thy wings, my soul, and fly
ght to yonder world of joy.

Ntry

*Joytul erowds His throne surrounding,
Sing with rapture of His love;
Through the heavens His praises sounding,
Filling all the courts above,
Spread thy wings, my soul, and fly,
Straight to yonder world of joy."
-

TEE CONSUMMATE SACRIFICE.

By J. B, Tuomas, D.D., 1y Fizst Bar-
TIST CHURCH, BROOKLYN,

But now once at the end (consummation) of
the ages hath He been manifested to put
wieay sin by the sacrifice of Himself.
(Canterbury Revision,)—Heb, ix: 26.

mate *“ Word,” and abandon the ele-
mentary forms summed up in it? Why
not, having the new Covenant, slip the
cable of the old and let it silently drift
away? Here lies the significance of
the advice to bring forth old and new
—neither alone, We cannot understand
to-day but by the help of yesterday.
The whole is eclearly comprehenled
only in its parts. Even a word needs
often to be peeled of historic and meta-
physic layers to get at its inner sig-
nificance. A human body sums up in
itself the whole range of sensitive, nu-
tritive, physic and chemie phenomena
in the lower spheres of matter; but
these can be best studied, not in the
complex pattern of humanity, but in
the separate strands as yet unwoven of
instinet, cellular multiplication, pui-
leys, wedge and lever action, and acid
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it speaks, ““without father or mother
or pedigree.” But it was plainly writ-
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them, **whether they be things in earth
or things in heaven,” should seem
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kingdom of heaven,” who knows how
to **bring forth of his treasure things
new and old.” The purport is summed

thére e )

im)
forbid ph
WQ‘, too,



1884 ] The Consummale Sworifice, 205
tore, in a ',:[m-i theorizing, in repu-

things themselves ™ need to be purified
linting too  hastily any clement

by the blood of Christ; that His death
does affeet *the distant places of God's
A cari-  ereation.”  The full philosophy of the
ature 1s not an unhikeness, but a per-  fact 15 not yet *manifested,” but the
verted  hikeness — one feature  being  fact itself is,
listorted, not beyond vecognition, but
beyond proportion,

s
neongruous, or emphasizing one feat-
ire at the expense of the rest,

I'he Lamb, in one sense,
“slain from  the foundation of the
world,” becanse “foreordained before
the foundation of the world,” was “man-
ifest in these last times,”

It 15 of immense
mportunee, thevefore, to heed any di-
vine hint obviously meant to caution The 1dea of
conerete actuality put into the fore-
front in the old covenant is even more
earnestly emphasized in the new,

is to 2. Unigue.— Onee” only in all his-
tory did such a transaction oceur. Sug-
gestions toward unmity abound in the old
order,

and guide us ininterpreting so angust
md profound a phienomenon,

I'his epistle clearly reveals to us the
ideal of true ¢ progress.” It

“leave tivst prineiples,” not by simply
parting from them as a ship leaves the
dock, but by building npward from

One temple; one sacred anoint-
them, as a mason who does not forever

ing perfume (to compound or apply

Ly foundations, much less forever tear  which seenlarly was a eapital erime);

them up, but goes on to build the wall,
[here is great danger lest in getting
way from the alphabet blocks we may
repudiate the letters themselves with
the blocks, Wemnust, indeed, some time
cave our cerutehes behind, but must
not be persuaded to leave onr legs also,
[he one nltimate and perfeet sacrifice
s to be the epitome and fultillment of
the crescent sacrificial 1dea, as onthned
n divers portions and in divers man-
ners,” nnder the old covenant, This
wthe foree of the text, It recognizes
s strugeling beneath the Lewitical
sk these germinant ideas, full blos-
somed in the one saervifice of the New
Testament, Tt was—

1. Visible,

one high-priest; one day of atonement,

on the issne of which all the year
hinged.  This idea advances as we
reach the new era, Onee in the year
the high-priest had entered the emblem-
atic veil; once in the eternal ages
Christ has passed throngh the heavens,
“Now is the erisis of the year,” the
Jewish priest might say; ** Now is the
erisis of the world,” said our Lord, as
the hour drew on.  T'he one gained re-
demption for a few brief months; the
other “efernal redemption,”

3. Consummate. The ** consummation
of the ages™ was reached in the cru-
cifixion of the Son of God. The saeri-
fice of atonement among the Jews sum-
marized and gave efficacy to all the
rest. In that great rite the high-priest

gatheredup and earried forward throngh
great funetion of preaching, accord-  the veil, and to a result, the divers

mg to Paul, so to “sct forth”™ Christ  services, which otherwise had been in-
‘evidently erncified,” that the vision cipient and incomplete, The liturgic
wiy be branded on the thought as the  element in Abel's sacrifice; the cove-
ue great object of meditation and pro-  nant in Abraham’s: the redemption in
aessive appreciation.  The Israelite  the Passover lamb; the propitiatory in
“w the sacrifice on the fore-court; saw  the “sin-offering” of the outer court
that it had to do with admission be- all blend and are erowned in the ** great
bind the awful veil and pardon from  day” of Israel's atonement. So Christ
tence,  Behind the veil he himselt  becomes *‘temple,” **altar,”
ould not see; about the transactions

‘Lere be knew nothing, except as told.
This imposed ignorance seemed to
forbid philosophizing.

We, too, are told that the *heavenly

Christ was “manifested,”
ad His death, visible, tronspired at a
verifinble time and place.  This is the

“high-
priest,” “veil,” and ‘“offering,” ““all
and in all.”  Abel, Melchizedek and
Aaron — bullock, scape-goat and incense
50 unlike in themselves, contribute
their single elements to an accordant

e
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1
harmony in one Cross, in which all 2. Redemption is an histovieally comp/!
contradictions are reconeiled, event,  An “unbloody offering,” to |,
Lo Absolute,  He *pnt away ™ sin,  often made, as in the mass, is precisoly ri
The high-priest’s work being confess-  anticipated and condemned. It 15 o St
I edly to be repeaied every year, while  no man’s power to refuse or contr s
k: professing to “put away” sin, in fact  aceess to the benefits of Christ’s deat Ve
only *made remembrance’ it. It through capricions or malicious wit Re
i
[ did not so much expunge as postpone  holding of administrative rites, th
i ity nor did it veach further inward than 3. The value «f vedemption to the i of
! it did forward. Tt had no moral ele-  vidual rests on faith init.  To those vl ma
ments; “the blood of bulls and goats deny the eflicacy of His death, ©«Cly As
could not really take away sin” It is dead in vain.”  Belief or trust co
was only superficial and ephemeral in - Himisnot to be severed from that | the
; its office,  But Christ * put away " sing  lief in the trath” on which it vests, W\ fact
“made an end of 1t”7; blotted ont the  are redeemed, whether we believe i teet
handwriting of condemnation, and so  not; for, *while we were yet enen wiel
did really what had before been done  Christ died for ns,” not waiting fo and
only symbolieally., “The law made  assent, His work is complete ; onr com
4 nothing perfeet,” but forgiveness is  mains; and its fivst step is to believe an 1
Seomplete in Him.” testimony of God concerning His S last
5. Ultimate. Tt was the “sacrifice of  For men are **chosen to salvat the «
Himself.”  The sacrificial law veached  through sanctification of the Spirit an ! will,
through to the best of the flock, and in belief of the truth.” stitu
the vietim throngh to the blood which RTY Y18 XISt
| 18 *“the life.”  Surrender eango butone  ENDOWMENTS AND REQUIREMENTS 1L
step further. Beyond the best blood  py Rey, W, G, TaraLn, N Lutne o Ly
of the best of the flock, that is, the hest CHURCH, ARGUSVILLE, N. } DEMA
of the best of all he has, remains only - . TEs
X 4 b Tieawagons and fouwr oxen he gave 1) )
one's own blood.  Abel brought of the y . i Sons ¢
. = sons of Gershon ; and four wagons o M
firstlings of the flock: Abraham bound 2 ¢ ms "
X eight oxen he qave unto the sous or M of
Isane beneath the sacrificial blade; but 4 ” " . pel
2 5 vari.  But amto the sons of Kolnt B
Moses said, ** Blot me out of Thy book, e i bear ]
: . i . qave none,—Num, vii: 7-9, the T,
if Israel cannot be forgiven. The high- & . 1e Ta
priest took the quintessential blood l.'"“""“ MOS8 hmn--l_\ subject fr No we
alone of the slain vietim within the veil;  Which to deduee .“'h'“'":“s truth, | body, 4
but Christ, “ resisting unto blood,” devout students of the Word onr Ma
been ¢y

“Find tongnes in trees, books in the ror

withheld nothing, The iron sank deep-
the ap)

er than scourge or spear could go, brooks,
i reaching and rending the heart, and  Sermons in stones, and good in everythin, Creatior
vressing deeper to the final ery: The text refers to the apportionmer the poy
“Father, into Thy hands I commend by Moses, to the sons of Levi, of fu Wwan,
My spirit,” The r;fl inthe nniverse ean  ties for transferring the Tabernacle fror ‘.“ the
reach no further than to the heart of  Placeto placeas they journeyed throug levelopj
God. How ean there remain a further  the wilderness to the Promised Lani bonorgl,
* offering for sin"? and suggests the following truths *"Iu»unm
d way,

I. As MoOSES APPOINTED TO THE SN
OF LEVI CERTAIN FACILITIES, S0 THE (1
MAN WITH CERTAD

These influences naturally follow:

1. There is an olbjective rveality in the
atonement, The world is real: its mis-  ATOR HAS ENDOWED
ery and its sin are real. Christ's life  capapiiiTies vor work 1N His sepvis
and crueifixion are real, and redemp-  There are many things in the world
“We have not,”  visibility, the products of hamu
genius, that arrest our attention !
excite our imagination; but the Anth
is more wonderful than His handiwork

dl'many
thetr wyy

God (e
lent He
Y EXempy
L, even
Irofess to
Yorld gre
Weir hag

tion thereby is real,
said Luther, ““a painter's sin, and can-
not be satisfied with a painter's Savior,”
He was ‘“manifested to take away sin,”
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Artificial rivers, ocean canals, ship-
ranlways, and  Brooklyn bridges, are
sublime in their character; but there
15 more to exeite our attention and in-
vestigation in the fucalties of human
genius that devised and wrought out
these magnificent results.  The subject
of man's physical, mental and moral
make-up affords broad scope for study.
As chief among his God-given faculties,
consider the faculty of wnderstanding,
the surveyor of fuct and truth. The
faculty of invention, the master archi-
teet of his works. The wil power, which
wiclds the scepter in both the mental
and moral domain; the judgment, the
councilor of the will; and the affections,
an impelling power to the same; and,
last but not least, the physical organs,
the efficient agents or servants of the
will. It is these eapabilities that con-
stitute man the highest type of animated
existence,

Il. As MOSES REQUIRED THE SONS OF
LEVI TO USE THEIR FACILITIES, 50 GoD
DEMANDS THE EXERCISE OF OUR CAPABILI-
nes. The sons of Gershon and the
sons of Merari were to use their ** wag-
ons” and **oxen,” not simply as means
of personal comfort and ease, but to
bear the heavy pillars and timbers of
the Tabernacle throngh the wilderness,
Sowe are to exercise our faculties of
body, mind and soul in the service of
our Master, It is said that nothing has
been ereated in vaing if this is true of
the apparently insignificant phases of
creation, it is most emphatically true of
the powers God has communicated to
wan,  And yet, how much indifference
ou the part of man 1n exercising and
developing his faculties in useful and
lonorable employment ! Many, instead
ol gaining their livelihood in the intend-
«l way, by the sweat of their face, study
dl manner of trickery and sin to satisfy
their wants,

God demands an honest use of every
tlent He has given to man; and no one
Sexempt,  And yet there is a sad neg-
“t, even on the vart of very many who
imfess to be serving God. Men of the
¥orld are doing with their might what
eir hands find to do; and this is right.

Paul commands us to be “diligent in
business,” but the mind is not to be«
come 5o completely absorbel in worldly
affiuirs as to neglect the business of the
soul,  God has cluims that are superior
to all claims of the world.

HI Gon'sS REQUIREMENTS NO GREATER
THAN OUR ExpowMmeNsTs,  The context
says the equipage of the Levites was
saccording to their service.” Moses
did not require the Kohathites to carry
the heavy pillars of the Tabernacle, but
ench was to serve according to his re-
spective ability,  So God requires of
every man, according to the number of
talents bestowed.  If my ability is less
than Spurgeon’s, my obligation 1s pro-
portionately less, But the man with
“one” talent is as certain to be reck-
oned with as he with *“ten.” If we
cannot give thousands, we can at least
devote our **two mites.” A bLeautifully
tinted leat in the wood cannot be seen
at a distance, yet it contributes its part
to the glorions autumnal picture.

IV. MAN MUST USE HIS CAPABILITIES AC=
CORDING TO DIVINE APPOINTMENT,  Moses
not only required the sons of Kolath
to carry the ark, but to carry it in a cer«
tain way, It was to be borne upon the
shoulders, and they were to keep the
purple covering over it that it might
be neither seen nor touched. And
when they undertook to carry this
sacred object in an ox-cart, God struck
the man dead who put his hand upon
it to prevent its toppling over. So we
are not only to use our talent, but use
it according to the direction ot the
divine will. But how natural for man
to disregard God’s plans and consult
his own pleasure! It is a solemn thing
to trifle with the plans of God. Every
man has a special power or gift, and
““he who lives by other laws than those
that wrapt his genius at his birth ” de-
feats, in a measure, the object of his
creation, It has been truly said, ** Poets

are born, not made.” So every man
has some distinctive characteristics 1n
his constitution that more eminently
fit him for a certain position in life,
He may disregard this trath and go
haphazard through life, but with little
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Brecsiys No, whenever we touch
doings, we are all at sea, and canno

U Gud so od the world, that e qarve ,
k ; ! , I H }' o begin to comprehend them.  When w
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think God meant anything less than it

words are, perhaps, the most
He knows

I'nest
precions words that ever fell on human

cars: they express the most compre-

awful import signifies ?
words, and understands their meaning
and why, if He did not mean ** perish
did He say “pensh”? The Lord
ways proportions means to ends,
While walking on the earth He tind-
a blind man; He puts His fingers o
his eyes and restores his sight,  Ther

hensive thonght in human experience,
The words of God are so deep in mean-
ing and <o broad 1n seope, that we can-
not fathom or measure them,  We may
comprehend the units of which this
building 15 composed, and appreciate
that each unit represents a brick four
two inches thick, and eight
inches long.  But we eannot compre-
hend the bricks ont of which God built
may tonch God's

He tinds a deaf man, and He speaks
1 his ears one of those live words of His

inches wide
which goes down deep into his son

and awakes in him a sense of God, an
restores his hearing. And He finds o
leper, Oh! T dare not ‘l']l'\“ll how ter
rible is the afliction which chings ¢
that when t

this universe, We
works in their littleness, but we cannot

grasp them in their immensity and

grandenr
size of a house, or of the ocean, but not
the immensity of God's ereation. There
arein the midnight sky worlds fourteen
hundred times larger than our own,
and in the midday sky other worlds a
million times larger. This world 1s one
There are myr- and no s
such an one.
dying from sin, it tuxes even the migh
resources of the Godhead to save bin
It took the agony of the garden, tl
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that saved man,  “God so loved the

world.”

There is another emphatic word in
the text *love,”  Some of you under
stand the meaning of :it, You know
the love of a futher or mother or sister
or brother; hut isnot God's Tove to yon
more than the love of ali these earthly
treasures?  Does it not mean more?
He has unspeakable riches  with o eity
where there is gold enough to pave the
streets, and pearls  large enongh for
gates, and precions stones enongh for
walls; and God so loved the world that
He gave up all these riches and eame
down here for man's redemption,  He
wants to save man so much that He has
made the way so plain that the way-
farer, who has not time to study, and
the fool, ean find the way.  God is per-
feetly loyal, and never broke a law,

a— L
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while man is continnally breaking them,
Still, God Keeps loving himgand trying
to save him, beeanse He knows what
Sperish ' means, We eannot measnn
the love of God., It is personal and
particnlar, and not a generad infusion,
going forth, like the atmosphere, alike
to evervthing, When here on earth, His
work was an individual work.  To the
poor woman who reached throngh the
erowd and tonehed the hem of His gar-
ment, He did not sav, “1 give thee
more riches,” hut He sand just what she
wanted Him to say, “Thy sins be for
given thee™; while to the poor thief on
the cross His words were, ©This day
thon shalt be with Me in Paradise
We need to know God personally, and
that is the way we are going to know
Him hereafter, if we are going to know
Him at all,

THE INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL SERVICE.”

I~ The Conference at Jerusalem. tinnity, therefore, while it must adhere
or (Lesson January 6.) to principles, may modify its methods
’ By Josern I'. Duervea, D Do [CoNare- and means, according to changing con-
GATIONAL], Boston, ditions, so as most sarely to attain the
5 Lul we believe that throwgh the graece of the  ends for which it has been established
n Lovd Jesus Christ we shall he saved, vren in the world. But this may also be
nd as they, —Acts xv: 11, confidently affirmed, that, in so far as
. Tue primitive Church was under  the cirenmstances ave the sawe, there
special divine guidance, throngh the s a warrant for following the examples
mspired apostles, its founders and  of the first disciples,
1 framers. It accordingly presents ex- In the fifteenth chapter of the book
umples of the spirit, principles, and, in  of the Aets there is an account of the
t part, methods, of the order, discipline  deliberations and decision of a confer
nd ind fellowship of the Chureh of all

ence in the chareh at Jerusalem, held

wes and lands.  We say an example of st the request of the charel at Antioch,

uethod in part, for while principles are  to consider the relations of the Gentile

flont permanent, methods are temporary.  converts to the new Christian commn-

it The former are grounded on the will  nity, In the narrative certain princi-

mat { God and the nature of things; the  ples are bronght to view, and the ap-

ht tter are dependent upon circum-  plieation of them to the exigencies of i
N dances, A method is the order in a partienlar but representative case, }
tl thich means are conduneted to the ac-  These we propose to point ont and con- { k
nails mmplishment of ends,  With a change  sider.

Rt {conditions, a different order may be 1. The unity of the Church. It was

Holl dlective, and different means may be the parpose of the mission of our Lord

§ 0 tcessary,  The free spirit of Chris-  to unite men to the Father, in Himself,

sA *In accordance with our announcement, we begin the series of sermons on Ih:- Iuternational ’
ouldl Yinday-Sehool Lessons for 1884, These discourses are on important themes of general interest

ol the Christian public. They will all be prepared specially for this series, and will be from some VR
* the leading preachers representing the several evangelical denominations —FEn,
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by the Holy Spirit, throngh filial trust
and love, In this He contemplated,
necessarily, their union with one an-
other. And this was in His mind when
He said to the Father, in His prayer
with the disciples: *“Neither pray I for
these alone, but for them also which
shall believe on Me through their word;
that they all may be one: as Thon,
Father, art in Me, anl I in Thee, that
they also may be one in us,” Accord-
ingly He tanght them that they were
united to each other by virtue of their
common union with Himself. He said,
“I am the vine; ye are the branches.
By their union with Him, they were to
be partakers of His life, and the same
life in each and a'l would knit them
This life was by “one and
Spirit, of whom He said,

into one,
the same™
““He shall be in youn,"” .

Sy the disciples understood Him.
No one ean read the writings of the
apostle John without perceiving how
thoroughly this view of the relations
of believers to each other had gone into
his thought and experience. And the
same view came to the apostle Paul
“by revelation.,” He tanght that be-
lievers are one body in Christ, and
members one of another. According
to this view, no one can be uniled to
Christ, the Head, without coming into
union with every member of His ** body, the
Chureh.”

2. The unity of the Church is to be
exhibited by fellowship. This implies
a common participation in privileges,
and co-operation in duties and services,
At the beginning “all that believed
were together.” And ‘ they continned
steadfustly in the apostles’ teaching,
and fellowship, and breaking of bread,
and in prayers.” They ministered to
one another’s need, and kept in sym-
pathetic intercourse; they united in the
work and service of the Gospel, and
sent forth with solemn ordination
those who were to becom. evangelists
to the Jews at home and the Gentiles
abroad. .

3. Fellowship is to extend to per-
sonal companionship, in order to affec-
tion, sympathy, helpfulness, such as

The International Sunday-school Service,

are characteristie of a real and compl

|Jax.
i
family life. Of necessity, personal in-
terconrse may be limited by eirenm.
stances over which the members of the
Chureh have no control.  No one can
read the counsels of the apostle John
withont feeling that the proper connece
tion of believer with believer shonli
be formed in the spirit of family affoc.
tion and sympathy. And, at the same
time, he will judge and feel that the
Church of our age is far from the ideal

4. The only essential condition of
membership in the Chureh is union
with the Lord Jesus Christ, and a sin
cere confession of faith and love to
Him is to be accepted as the evi
dence of that union. The outward
form of the confession in the early
Church was nndoubtedly baptism into
the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit. This might
be publie, as on the day of Pentecost,
or private, as in the ease of the cham
berlain of Queen Candace, There wa.
no adoption of a ereed; no elaborat.
form of confession,

The oceasion of the
which these principles were practically
affirmed was as follows: After Paunl and
Barnabas had labored a whole year at
Antioch, gone forth on their first mis.
sionary tour, and returned to Antioch,
where they remained *‘a long time with
the disciples,” certain persons, belong-
ing to the party of the Pharisees who
had been received into the church at
Jerusalem, came and *“tanght the breth-
ren” that it was necessary for them to
be cirenmeised in order to be saved
And it was understood that circum
cision was a token of the purpose to
observe the rites of the ceremonial law
And it seemed, at least to Panl, that
compliance with this requirement
would manifest a legal spirit tending
to the error of justifieation by works
Consent to the demand would have re-
sulted in the rupture of the unity of
the Church, a breach of fellowship, so-

conference at

cial separation, and the acceptance of

terms of communion unauthorized by
the Lord, and foreign to the spirit of
the Gospel.
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Afterthere had been much disenssion
in the chureh at Antioch, it was resolved
by the brethren there to send a depu-
tation to the church at Jernsalem to
confer with the apostles and elders and
Lirethren *about this question.”

It is not probable that the chureh at
Jerusalem had assumed authority over
the other churches, but that'it had a sort
of pre-eminence as the mother-Church,
the center from which the evangelists
had gone forth, and having resident
with it several of the apostles. Bat,
aside from this, it was natural that the
mwatter should be considered there, in-
asmuch as the party which had inter-
fered at Antioch originated there, and
wus likely to continue to interfere in
the same manner in other places. Tue
disturbing influence could only be
cheeked by stopping it at its source,

The messengers were  formally re-
ceived by the chureh, and after a pri-
vate consultation with the wisest men,
acknowledged as leaders, the matter
was issned in an opea meeting of the
apostles, elders and brethren, It is
evident that the apostles did not as-
sume official authority, nor did they
pretend to direct by inspiration, much
less to deecide the guestions presented,
for there was “much discussion.” In
the letter addressed to the church at
Antioch, conveying the décision, it wass
written: It seemed good to the Holy
Spirit and to us.” The principles we
bave mentioned governed the assembly
in forming their judgment, and they
were authenticated by the Holy Spirit.
They are valid for the Church for all
time. Peter rehearsed the facts of his
own experience, in connection with Cor-
velins and hishousehold.  He showed
that God had accepted the faith of these
Gentiles, and given them the seal of
ke Spirit. And that the genuine

iffects of faith had been manifest in the
“purifying of their hearts.”

Then Paul and Barnabas told the
sory of the work of the Lord by them
imwong the Gentiles, and the signs
shich had accompanied their ministry.
Fually, James referred to the prophe-
tes, in which the ingathering of the

Gentiles was foretold, and suggested
that the events deseribed by Barnabas
and Paul were in fulfiliment of them.
He then declared his judgment, that
the rite of cirenmeision should not be
imposed upon the Gentile converts,
while, nevertheless, they shonld be ex-
horted to conform to some of the pro-
visions of the law intended to preserve
the people from such contact with the
Gentiles as would lead to the practices
of idolatry. He named the prohibi-
tion of the usc of things which had
been offered to idols, the flesh of ani-
mals which had been killed by strang-
ling, in which accordingly the blood
remained, and the blood itself. He
gave as a reason, “The law of Moses
is read in the synagogne every Sab-
bath day.” It seemed evident to lnm
that the Jews, so often reminded of
the ancient customs, would still for
along time adhere to them, and that
without the compromise on the part of
the Gentiles now commended to them,
there wonld beaschism in the churches,
a division of Christian fellowship, and
an entire cessation of social intercourse
and hospitality. He also called atten-
tion toa moral duty. It is probable
that this may have been suggested by
his knowledge of certain abominations
practiced in connection with heathen
rites, or possible that the conscience of
the Gentiles had been so affected as to
cease to give judgment against im-
purity.

This was the judgment of the entire
assembly, It was communicated to the
church at Antioch in a letter sent by
the hand ofcertain brethren who ac-
companied Paul and Barnabas on their
return.  One expression needs to be
pondered. Tt implies that the only
terms of communion with the Church
were faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
willingness to be in acknowledged re-
lations to God and the Christ and the
Holy Spirit—these being signified by
baptism into their names. The other
conditions commended were not in-
tended to keep believers out of the
Church, but to bring them into it. They
were inclusive, not exclusive; uniting,
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not dividing. And these were deter-
mined by the interests of the unity and
l'n-ilmwluip and personal interconrse of
the diseiples of the Lord. They were
intended to keep intact the one body,
complete the one family. Therefore
the message ran: < It seemed good to
the Holy Ghost and to us to lay upon
you no greater burden than these nec-
essary things.”

But the inquniry is snggested, Was
there not great risk in the admission of
men to the Chureh in. such simple and
immediate ways?  The answer is, Cer-
tainly there was: and the Lord had told
them of it over and over again, in plain
teaching and by parables.  And He told
them to lake the visk. For they had the
remedy in their own power, It was
discipline.  And, even if they could not
detect the fulse amonyg the true, so long
as no up]mrvnl h_\'ptn‘l'h.\‘ gave reason
for excision, they were to *“let both
grow together until the harvest,”

If the churches would be prompt and
vigorous, though gentle and loving, in
the exercise of discipline, the reasons
given for the putting up of barriers to
the communion, which have no warrant
in Scripture and are utterly contrary
to the spirit of the Gospel of Christ,
would cease to have any cogeney and
force,

Hearing and Doing.
(Lesson January 13.)
By R. 8. McArravr, D.D. [Barrist],
NEw YoRk.
But be ye doers of the word and nol hearers
only, deceiving yo o own selves. —James

2 22,

Tue apostle James was a practical
man, He aimed to present the claims

of religion in theirrelation to every-day

duties. He placed himself squarely in
opposition to the tendencies of u corrupt
age: he opposed those who expected to
be justified before God becanse they
were Jews. He taught that laxity in
morals vitiated privileges and profes-
sions, however exalted, He was, at the
same time, a rigid observer of the law.

He was warmly attached to what has

been ealied the “Judaistic Element’
Christianity, He, therefore, more tha
any other, was adapted to win the o
enant people to the Gospel,

We bless God for the holy severity
Jumes,  He canght the spirit of tl
Sermon on the Monnt,  The relation
a true faith to a pure life, of soun
knowledge to right action, of el
thinking to right fecling, and of external
conformity to spiritual reality, wh
marks the sermon of Christ, marks als
the epistle of Jumes. These relations
and distinetions appear in the test
This verse isan epitome of the apostl
teaching, It is also a fitting rebuke to
a tendency as prevalent to-day as it was
when he wrote these words,  Let us try
to unfold and apply his teaching.

It is a great privilege to be hearors of
the Word. The “word " here spoken of
is “the implanted word,” mentioncd in
the preceding verse,  This Word 15 1
be received with meekness, and whor

s0 received it is able to save the soul,
By the “word,
understand God's revealed will —th
Bible, It is, then, a great privilege, s
well as a solemn duty, to be hearcrs of

in its largest sensc, w

this inspired Word.
Instudying this divine Word we stuly
the most ancient and anthentic history
of man and of the world. Tts reeords
embrace the genesis of ereation, th
revelations of Sinai, and the conqiests
in Canaan.  No other history is so lif-
like. For the most part, its writers
were eye-witnesses of the events they
record. Thrilling incidents, glowing
pictures, sunny idyls, wonderful per

sonal experiences, fill its pages. It is
prophecy as well as history.  The dis
coveries of modern times illustrate anld
confirm its statements, Egypt, Babylor
and Assyria come forth as witnessos t
its trath.  This **word”’
the sublimest poetry, as well os th
most exalted morality, known to to
world. And hence, on the ground of
its high literary merit and its unpu-
alleled moral teachings, it is a priceles
privilege to hear the Word of God Sub-
bath after Sabbath,

But, secondly, it is not enongh that
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.
we be hearers; we must also be doers of
the Word. Only he who 15 a doer is a
true heaver. The Psalmist says: “They
that know Thy name will put their trnst
in Thee.” To hear the Word preached
wnd remain unmoved is to be infidel to
ts deepest truths,  When Christ says:
“Believe,” “Obey,” **Submit,” and you
remain heedless, you have not heard
wight; yon are a practical atheist. To
bear truly is to obey fully. * Hear,
0 heavens, and give ear, O earth!” Get
into your minds the truth, that though
vou hear the Word, as the oldest and
grandest  history, as the sublimest
poetry, and the noblest system of moral-
ity, and yet you refuse obedience to it,
you have not tranly heard; you have
only heard to your own deeper condem-
nation

This leads to the next remark. Hear-
ing increases responsibility. Responsi-
bility is always proportioned to oppor-
tunity. Sunch as sin without the law
will be judged without the law; but
they who know their Master's will, and
do it not, shall be beaten with many
stripes.  The Gospel will be a savor of
life unto life or of death unto death.
Which shall it be to you?

We hear aright, then, only when hear-
ing leads to doing.  And we are not sim-
ply to do the Word, but to be doers,
The noun means more than the verb,
It suggests the idea of conlinuance in
well-doing.  This is to be onr supreme
occupation, the one end of life,

What shall we do to show that we
hear aright 7 First, we are to believe on
Jesus Christ. **This is the will of God,
that yo believe on Jesus Christ, whom
He hath sent.” Then, second, we are
10 confess Him before men. And,
finally, do all other things which He
lath commanded. We are, in a word,
to take Christ as our Prophet to instruct
s, our Priest to atone for us, and our
King to command us. This is to hear
aright; this is to hear and live; this is
to hear and to do. God, from the
sapernal — splendors  of  the  Mount
of Transfiguration, says: *‘Hear ye
Him,”

Tobe hearersand not doers of theWord

is to practice futal self-deception, Christ
Himself strikiogly illustrates this fuct
in the parable of the two men wh
built their houses, the one on the sand
and the other on the rock, The on
was swept away in the day of wind and

rain, wh ' the other stood firm and un

moved,  We are all building for eter-
nity. Chbuist is the rock. “All other
groand is inking sand.” Blessed is

the man v » heareth Christ's sayings
and doeth ti m! You may prophesy in
His name, ia His name may east out
¢ wonderful
works; and yet He may say:

devils, in His name do mar

“1 never
knew you; depart from Me, ye that
work iniquity.” Why is this? Because
they did not His will.  **Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shali
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but
he that doeth the will of My Father which
is in heaven.” Solemn words! God
help us to do His will by obeying His
Son! Not less emphatie is Fanl: “Not
the hearers of the law are just before
God; but the doers of the law shall
be justified.” John teaches the same
lesson: * Little children, let no man
deceive yon; he that doeth righteousness
is righteous.” And James, whose words
we have been studying, illustrates the
thonght in the next verse, Wehave no
distinet impression of ourselves a little
after we have looked into a mirvor,
The impression vanishes with the van-
ishing image. So is the man who
is a hearer and not a doer of the
Word.

God grant that the words of the
earnest, practical James may move us
toright action! To hear the Word is a
privilege; to hear wrongly but increases
our condemnation; to hear rightly is to
do fully, and this is to escape the sad
charge of self-deception, By thus do-
ing we shall aceept and obey Christ,
and shall sweetly learn that the saving
fuith of Panl and the believing doing
of Jolhin are the same thing; and at the
last we shall hear the Lord say: ** Blessed
are they that do His commandments,
that they may have right to the tree of
life, and may enter in through the gates
into the city.”
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The Use and Abuse of the Tongue. moves us, and some caustic or ¢utting thi

(January 20.) word goes forth before we are aware, and vie

W10 T Ryraser, DD, [Eprscoran],
NEw Youk had known such mischievous use of the fre(

theevil is done,  Some wise man of old Th

) ) tongne when he prayed: “Set a wateh, nee
any man offend not in word, the same is ¢y 1,00 pefore my mouth, and kecp £l
a perfect man. — dJumes ii: 3. the door of my lips.,”  How many hearts ”'“,
St James was the apostle of practieal have been grieved and hives imbittered sive
morality.  He has little of the philo- by simply a careless use of the tongu be
<ophie faculty of St Panl; very little of  Temptations to such sins are of con- salt
the sweetness and  tenderness of St. stant ocenrrence. A love of humor flav
Tohin,  Ina plain, direet, incisive style  suggests the saying of some racy thing of 1
e speaks right on” the trath he is  —the thing said being ofttimes far from 200
inspired to speak.  The merely formal — innocent; or some spiey, evil rumor i spee
following of religious ways is of small abroad, and we join in the gossip occa- it m
account with him. Faith must beget  sioned, without waiting to ask if th For
cood works, or it is a dead thing for rumor be well-founded; or, if true, tong
him.  Fitly was he called *The Just,”  without pausing to reflect that it is sel burt
Aman “lovingrighteousness and hating ~ dom expedient to spread a hurtful ve- good
imiguity,” demanding of all who pro-  port.  Yet who does not know how de-

fessed the faith of Christ that they  licions a thing it is, to low moral tastes, That |
Thon

should live the faith they professed. to hear and to retail seandal?  We ar
Keep

What we eall consisteiey is the one com-  guilty of such grave indiscretions just 5
preliensive thing which James enjoins  to give flavor to talk, to impart life to U_“;:‘
upon his fellow diseiples. the company gathered in the drawing- Tinge
The moral government of the tongne  room! Of hea
is esteemed one of the minor moralities; But it is worse still when bad pas- 1{::""'
e ha
speech is, perhaps, the most fruitful in - to envy and malice being met at every Y:\ ':

vet, of all our responsible facultics,  sions stir the tongue to action; appeals

good or evil in our daily lives; while  turn.  Pride is offended, and we resent For
not one requires more wisdom and the affront.  Or we are a party in some S0
grace for its proper management., The  dispute, and we must gain “ our point’
difficulty of controlling the tongue atany cost. And what moral havoe is
Jumes illustrates by forcible imagery.  wrought by these sins of the tongue!
The horse requires the bit for the re.  Not one Christian man in ten knows
straint of his fierce strength,  Even so  how to resent even a real wrong wisely
mnst the tongne be constrained by a  and to good effect.  * Behold how much
righteous will, or it will work mischief, wood is kindled by how small a fire! H omite
of which we hear and see so much in  And the tongue is a fire-the world of and |
daily life,  Truly an “unruly evil” is  iniquity among our members !” I o
the tongne.  So wanton and reckless is Trifling as we may deem words, they physiei
this little member, that we are ready to  express the character of a man more (,,,l,n,‘,‘
say at times with the apostle, * T/he  surely than any other sign, becaus into his

tongie ¢ vino man tame.” they come forth so easily, and are w- paintin
The difficnlty of ruling it wisely and  studied.  **Out of the fullness of th at me w
well arises mainly from the fact that  heart the mouth speaketh "; and hen 1 par|
f all onr moral members the tongne is  the truth of Christ's saying, By thy seeing 1
Ui readiest for use, so to speak. The  words thou shalt be ju-tified, and by s T wep
shightest oceasion incites it to aetion,  thy words thou shalt be condemned.’ me, I
while sore provocations to hasty, in-  While the tongne may be said to rul ture, an
temperate, or imbittered speech are fre-  the whole course of a man's moral hife, such wa
jnent in life.  Words are such tritling,  even as great ships are turned about by we all 4
fugitive things, that men seldom pause  *‘a very small helm.” we feel
to weigh them. Some sudden impulse Let youny Christian disciples look to areful;
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this, watching against temptations to
vicions frivolity and evil speaking.
Therr talk need not be tame, becanse
free from conrseness and profanity. Nor
need it be filled with pious phrases,
et it simply be true and pertinent to
the oceasion.  Puul’s is the comprehen-
sive rule forall of us: * Let your speech
be always with grace, seasoned with
salt.”  Yes, “seasoned,” ete.  Not tame,
flavorless, insipid talk -that is the bane
of what we ca'l “society,” even of a
good deal of “religious” society —but
speech with spirit and life in it, *“that
it may minister grace unto the hearers,”
For there is a wise, helpful use of the
tongue, as well as a use that is evil and
hurtful. A word fitly spoken, how
n_:nnul it is!”
“Make me to foel

That in the gay and care-forgetting crowd
Thou art as near me as in solitude,
Eeep Thou the portals of my lips, lest words
Of levity, or censure undeserved,
Abuse the freedom of my mirthtul hours,
Tinge my each word and action with the hue
Of heart-born courtesy and holy love;
That in the use of every social gift
The happiness of others may be mine,
And every effort which T make to please
May be unmarred by envy or by pride.”

For ““if any man offend not in word,
the same is a perfeet man,”

Living az in God's-Sight.
(Lesson January 27.)
By Rev. J. G. Merninn [CoNGREGA-
TIONAL], S1. Louis,
ITiomble yourselves in the sight of the Lord

and He shall exalt you.—James iv: 10,

Ix one of our western cities is a
physician who is very skillful in doec-
toring the human eye. I went one day
into his office.  On the wall was a large
painting of an eye. It seemed to look
atme when Iwent in, I could get into
uo part of the room without the eye
seeing me: and the last thing that I saw
« T went ont was that eye looking at
we. 1 have often thought of that pic-
ture, and said to myself, that in some
sich way God's all-seeing eye follows
we all my life through., And it makes
we feel humble, and leads me to be
treful; humble, because I must be so
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small, so weak, and so wicked in Cod's
sight; careful, for surely T shall want
God to see only that which will please
Him as He shall look me throngh and
through

The lesson of to.day tells us of two
ways in which we may show that we
do not have the humble spirit which
they have who live in the sight of God.
One is in finding fault with those with
whom we are acquainted. I sce boys
and girls who are always ready to say
that this and that one of their play-
mates is not such as he should be. One
of the boys is rongh, another 15 heed-
less, another is sauecy, another is dull;
and so the little boy has some unpleas-
ant thing to say about each one of his
schoolmates, Your lesson says, **Speak
not one against another™; and 1t goes
on to say that if we speak against an-
other, we are trying to be his judge,
and this we cannot be if we are humble
in the sight of God., God alone
Judge.

is

What should we say if a man should
go into the court-room where the judge
is on the bench, and should stand up
before him and say: I am going to
decide this case; I am going to tell
whether the prisoner is guilty or not " *
We conld hardly think of anything more
impudent than this,  Your lesson tells
you that you are doing this very thing
when yon make a practice of judging
others. We do not know all about
those concerning whom we are making
our remarks, Only He, who sees us
all through an 1 throu:h, can know all
about everybody. There was a boy at
school who would not go with the other
boys on their excursions, He would
not spend money except for the most
necessary things. The fellows called
him stingy and mean, They did not
know what God knew-—that the brave,
generous boy was saving all he could
80 as to keep his little blind sister in
the asylum, where she could be learn-
ing, as he was learning in his school.
There is always something that we do
not know about everybody, which, if
we knew, would make us feel very dif-
ferently toward them from the way we

G
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T
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feel when we only know a little abont
humble i the
slow

them And it we o
sight of God, we shall he very
to gudge others OF  course, we ean-
not help noticing what  others are
up onr ninds as
domg it bat

doing, and making
to the reason for then
rarely ean be sure that we know
of bear-

Wit
evervthing, and are in danger
g false witness i we try to judge
them,

Another way of which your lesson
speaks, i which we are in danger of
not being humble, is in thinking and
wting as if some things with which we
Lave almost nothing to do are in onr
hands and belong to us, when, in fact,
they are in God's hands. One of these
things 1s the fature, A man says, 1
will go into this eity or that, and spend
o year or two, and make money s
whereas the lesson says he shonld say,
“If the Lord will, we shall both hive
and do this or that,” I we, any of us,
count on the future, and leave God ont
of the account, we are not walking
Lhumbly before Him, Godistheonly one

who knows anything about the future

) Pravir=-Mecting Sert
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We have a vight to lay onr plans for tl
future, but when we do it we shall |
very earcful to feel, ©This will Tdo
my life and thinks it heat

You have begun t

God spar
for me to do at”
go to sehool, and hope after o while
wo to the academy, and after that to tl
college, and after that to the semin
and thus be fitted to preach ALl t)
is well; but it you should say. 1
going to do all these things, and not|
ing shall stand in my way,” yon wo
not have the humble spivit wh
would fit you to do any of these thin
well, T remember when T was a boy
my father used to exchange pulpits
with the ministers in the towns round
about: and when he wonll write to
brotheveminister to exchange with hin

he used to put in two capital lett
with a period after each of them; they
were DV, and T found out that tl
stood for two Latin words, “ God v
ing " and I think that if we nowada
would have an humble spirvit, wh
God will bless, we shall want to hay
D, V. oalways anour mind when o
think of the future,

E.XX —

PRAVER-MEETING SERVICE.*

By J. M. Surrwoon, D.D,

Jan, 2

oF SENDING THE Gospen 1o T Hearnes,

(Matt, xxviii: 19, 20; Luke vii: 22)

Facrs To e CONSIDERED AS INCENTIVES
70 CoNCERTED PrAvER AND EFrort ron

riE CONVERSION orF Tir WoRLDb,

1. Asto the duty. This s rvice is not 3. A o el
It is specially and positively
enjoined by the Head of the Chureh,
knowing all that it involved, and under

cirenmstances which lend peeuliar foree o],
To  Afriea, Mexicoand the South Sea Isln s

« ]liinnnl

and solemnity to the injunction,

refuse obedience is to be disloyal to the

Master.
2. As o the extent of the wrork.

nations ™
climes, ** Teach all nations, baptizy

ele,

wen for distribution amon;

} ostage Puru. or Hom, MoNTHLY,

Missionary Serviee, Tur Dury

“All  bers in mission churches: and n

all races, peoples, conditions,
" tles annnally expending some $15, 000

te.  More than ** witness-bearing,” or

* These * Prayer-Mecoting Topics for 1884,"
t their people at fen conl

mere proclamation of the Gospel
struction, conversion, gathering int
churches, actually christianizing 1,60
000 000 souls, the vast majority of wh
are sunk in grossest heathenisi and
What a work ! Godonly i=

Prayer is a necessity

paganism,
equal to it !
hat has been aceomplis
The Bible translated into morve than 20
languages: nearly 7,000 missionaes
and over 40,000 assistant laborers i th
m India, China, Japan, Sy

i

schools, eolleges and churches plantod

at 10,000 points: nearly a million mew-

than a score of grand missionary so
000 or £20,000,000 in the home w

* neatly printed, we shall be happy to send t
te per one hundred copies (barely the
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forcign ficld,  Verily, what hath God  possihle 1. We have every motive for

pushing the enterprise with rencwed
s to whal vemains to be done, Great hope and vigor

sare the vesults of missionary work,

they only serve to show the vast extent dun, o How O Awr Toov ? (Gen
f heathendom, and the appalling dark- NIVt 8; Ps,oxen 12 Ps xxxix: L)

ness and degradation whieh characterize The conrse of time has ever heen th

i, W

have only made a beginning theme of sublime and melancholy mns-

We boast of our missionary spirit, when 108 e ninctieth psadme is grandly
it s solemn fact that 1,000,000,000 of — pocticin conception, and affectingly real
our race have not yet heard that there
be a Christ, and ©of every thro e persons

on the surfuce of the globe, two have established  way-marks on the face of
never seen a Bible,”  Of the 31,500,000 creation. “*Let there he
sonuls that will pass into eternity in A D,

i its delineation of human experienc

It was not withont design that God

» lights in th
firmament of heaven to divide the day
from the night, and let them be for
in utter  Signs and for seasons, and for days and
ignorance of that Gospel which Jesus — Yeurs.” Soalso He has appointed the
Christ commanded His disciples more bounds of - our
than eighteen centuries ago to “teach
Ul nations,”  Appalling fact!

. s to the instromentalities,

1SR4, it 18 sate to assert that more than
20,000,000 of them will di

habitation,”  “*num-
bered ™ the yoars of our probation,

He is o wise man who, as he enters
Prayey, PO & new year, sits down and deter
“concert of prayer,” is the first. It is mines his age, as God reckons years
an absolute need, and the mightiest and devoutly prays: ““So teach us to
factor inthe problem. Modern missions  Pumber onr days, that we may apply
Liud their birth in prayer, and so of all 00 hewts unto- wisdom.” - The

wise
creat missionary movements; and the

reckoning of tinae will be of essential
samie 1s true of the great vevivals, which use to us it may save us from over-
in England and America saved the  Whelmingand eternal disaster.
Chureh from threatened ruin, They L

How Orp Awr Taov, O Charisrias
are kin in spirit,t

“Teaching,” or computed by God's standard? 1. Old
preaching, the Gospel; is the second enongh to be bronght under infinit
chief instrumentality.  And this in- obligations to God's redecming, con-
volves the ll'uillillg.un-l sending ont verting and preserving grace, 2. 01l
and snpporting missionaries and teach- enongh to have made great attainments
ars—in a word, the whole system of in the divine life. What expenditure

organized agencies known as Mission- of love, providenee, husbandry ! Wht
ary Societies.

As subordinate means, have you to show tor it? 3. Old enongh
" ) co T to have learned the ways of a deceitfu!
the school, the college, the training ot y ) v )
native teachers, and the planting of the heart, and the power of the adversary of
germs of Christian civilization, ete., are God and man. 4. Old .”.m"‘"'.h ¥ ar
important auxiliavies can_ht the heavenly spirit of the Mas-

Conctoainis —1. The ocosversion of ter, and from the land of Beulah to get
the world >(ln (‘h'ri~t is no Utopian now and then a ravishing view of the
scheme, 2, The Chureh is squarely glory nnatterable heyond,

) o 7 . PENTT "
and unalterably committed to the work, . IL. ":.“ ( ”: Arr Trov, O TMrENITENT
3. The success, considering the stupen- Spvken? 1, Old enough .h) have run
dous obstacles, has been far greater than ~ "P fearful account against thy soul
lumen  sagacity could have believed in *the book of God's remembrance.”

= 2. Old enough to make the work of
" ’ v Ay % B8 future repentance extremely bitter and
i thrilling instances given by Dr. Pierson con . . : X 3

w the cpening sermon of this number of The diffic "l_(' 3 “_M _‘}m"":h ,l” m.d_n. ,”’
Hown vite Moxthey, of *© Supernatural Answers  Well nigh certain, if' you still persistin

0 Frager,” will stir the heart of the reader, impenitent sin, that you will never

e
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retrace your guilty steps and take hold
on life!
“There are switt hours in lite, strong rashing
hours,
That do the work of tempests in their might !
Have you not reached that point in
life’s journey ?
“ Will the shade go back on thy dial plate ?
Will thy sun stand still on its way *
Both hasten on, and thy spivit's fate
Rests on the point of life's little date;
Then live while "tis called to-day.

* Life's waning hours, like the Sybill's page,
As they lessen, in value rise;
O, rouse thee, and live! nordeem that man's
age
Stands in the length of his pilgrimage,
But in days that are truly wise,”

JaNvary 16, —Tue Day or PexTECOST,
(Acts xi: 1 4,)

SvaaesTion, - Read the vecord of the
events of this memorable day, and
refer to the institution of this annual
festival fifty days after Israel's deliver-

ance from Egyptian bondage, in com-
memoration of the giving of the Law
from Sinai. Note the fact that the
Pentecost, honored by this heavenly
baptism, was on the Sabbath, titty days
after the resurrection of Christ,

Among the instruction
taught in the events and experiences
of ““the day of Pentecost,” we select
two or three by way of emphasis, 1.
The occurrences deseribed were so ob-
viously supernatural as to confirm the
divine mission of Jesus, and the consequent
truth of Christianity. So the effusion of
the Holy Spirit in our day, turning
multitudes to righteousness, and bap-
tizing the Church with the spirit of
love and missionary zeal, is a divine
attestation that the Gospel is “‘not a
cunningly-devised fuble,” but the verit-
able truth of God. 2. The events of that
day disclose the chief means of advaneing
Christ's kingdom. 'The
the Gospel by hnman agency
taught of God, and endowed with power
from on high—was the instrumentality
chosen by Christ Himself, and sancti-
fied to this work and endowed by a
Pentecostal baptism. And it is along
the line of this Heaven-appointed
agency that God has wronght from that

lessons  of

ministration of
by men

Praver-Mecting Service,

[Jax K

day to this, and will work until th.
end of the world. 3. The experienc
of the day of Pentecost bears emplat;
testimony to the reality and importance

That was the s
Christian revival, and it was an ever- g

revivals of religion,

memorable one in its character and in
its influence on the life of the infunt
Church,
simple story of the Cross. It ma

It proved the power of th

Peter and his associates invineible
Gnre

St
xxvi
vi:l
Ox
FEATI
PROM

" r
They
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His pl
and g
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was the earnest of what God's peo)

are to expect, everywhere and alwi v«
when together they besiege the throu
of g
power,

A day of Pentecost is needed sow
needed |»)‘ ihe lnlllh!l'y who teach
the officers bear rule;
Church at large in all her diversiticd
It is the on
universal, vressing need of the how

e for the Spirit's presence and

who by th

interests and activities,

The machinery is complete; porer onls

is wanted,
greate

Surely
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“Whe
antly tq
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Jasvanry 23.--Tue Tesr or True L
LiGlon, (Muatt, vii: 18-20,)

It is of the utmost importance to |
able to Jdiseriminate between the tr
and the false, the genuine and the spu

X 7 P . ; firme
rious, in the ordinary affuirs of lif Jirmed |

How much more important in the w
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brace 41
tion, life f
icrown of

ter of religion—in things relating
the soul and eternity ! A mistake L
might be fatal, and eternally undo u-
And yet such mistakes are common!
The Bible sounds the alarm. We onght
to be filled with holy jealousy lest w
dt‘cl‘l\'(' \Hll'.‘“‘l\"‘s ill a matter of
and death,

THE RULE LAID DOWN BY CHRIST IN THE
TEXT 1S INFALLIBLE IN CHABLACTER AND
UNIVERSAL IN APPLICATION. It s based
on the nature of things—the law ot
eternal fitness. It is as true in the
spiritual world as in the watura’. Men
aceept this law and act upon it every

day. Do men gather *“grapes of thorns,

“ A good tree can-

or tigs of thistles"?
not bring forth evil fruit; neither can s
corrupt tree bring forth good fruit
Every tree that bringeth not forth good
fruit is hewn down and cast into th
fire, WHEREFORE BY THEIR FRUI™ V5
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SHALL KNOW THEM.”
reasonable one,

1. This test is a
2. Tt is n sensible one,
3. It is a simple one, 4,

one,

It is a just
5. It is a snre one. 6. It is one
which men apply continually in judg-
ing of each other's conduet, 7. It is
one which the Judge of all will apply
to every soul of us in the day of final
reckoning,

JANUARY 30,
GREAT PROMISE,

Proyise MeeTiNG, THE
(Matt, xxviii: 20.)
Read 2 Peter i: 4; Matt,
xxviii: 20; 2 Cor, i: 20; Eph. ii: 125 Heb,
vi: 11-19.

ONE OF THE EXTRAORDINARY
FEATURES OF DIVINE REVELATION IS THE
PROMISES OF (GOD TO MAN,

SUGGESTION,

MOST

Consider
I. The nature of these promises, 1.
They have the positive, binding force
of God's word, who ecannot lie, 2, Of
His pledge, and that of the most solemn
and affecting kind. - 3, Of His oath,
“because when he could swear by no
greater, he sware by himself, saying,
Surely, blessing, I will bless thee, and
multiplying, I will multiply thee.”
“Wherein God, willing more abund-
antly to show unto the heirs of promise
the immutability of his counsel, con-
firmed it by an oath,” Hence His veracity
is at stake in making good His prom-
ises.  All His ln'l‘fz'('tiun\' are ]!lmlgml
to their fulfillment, All the resources
of His eternal providence are behind
His oath. Not one of them, then, can
possibly fail, in time or in eternity,

IL The wumber and variety of these
promises, Trace the first promise given
n Eden down throngh the patriarchal
wd Jewish period of the Church to the
wlvent of Christ, and thence down the
track of ages to the consnmmation of
dl things, broadening in its scope, and
branching ont into a thousand forms,
till the skies are ablaze with millennial
glory and the heaven of heavens re-
sounds with the hallelujahs of the re-
deemed !

IIL. The positiveness, the fullness, the
lessedness of these promises, They em-
brace *“all things "—pardon, sanctifica-
tion, life for evermore: Christ, heaven,
acrown of glory, everlasting happiness!
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BEST METHODS OF PREACHING AND
SERMONIZING. *
No. VIL
The Congregational View.
Rev, Geowae F. PeNTECcosT, OF
Brookryy, A, J.F. Bearexps, D.D., or

Brookryy, axp Rev. Winniam Loy
or NEw YORK,

By

REV. G, ¥, PENTECOST,

I NevER preached asermon from manu-
seript in my life. T always prepare my
sermons, but deliver them extemporane-
ously. I have no question, in my own
mind, about the absolute superiority
of extemporancous speech to written
speech; first of all, because it is the
natural way of speaking to people; and
whatever yon may seem to lose in di
tion or ecloquence you always gain in
direetness and power with the audience

Again, an extemporanecous preacher, if
he has prepared his sermon well-—whick
we assnme to be true with every consci
entions man—oftentimes gets his very
best thoughts while he is speaking to
the congregation.  He has a chance for
the “inspirations,” as they come to
him, while he is in contact with the
people; while the man who writes his
discourse has not.  He is en rappor!
with his andience,

There are two or three ways of pre.
paring a sermon,  With the textual ser-
mon you take a text and develop the
thought contained in 1it. My method 15
to treat every text scripturally; that is
to say, I never preach atheme, I never
preach a subject, T select a text, and
what that text in itself suggests, that I
develop, and T develop it always with
the Seripture; that is, comparing serip-
ture with seripture. Such sermons are
easier, becanse yon are d

awing upon
the Word of God and inspirationall the
time, and not npon your own original
thonghts, which, in my judgment, don’t
amonnt to much. [ have a very poor
opinion of human thinking, and I be-
lieve it has been a failure from the be-
ginning. Just in proportion as a man
san abandon his own thoughts and sat-

* In interviews for this publication,
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wate himsell with God’s thonghts, in

vou can find fifty other seriptures to
iastrate and give yon proof from dif-
ferent points of When T first
began preaching I used to take, for in-
a subject like faith, and, collat-

view,

stance,
ing all the passages on faith, belief,
trust, and so on, I would select from
them those  more striking passages
which would illustrate different phases
of this matter.  Moody said to me once
that the blessedness of preparing a ser-
mon like that, with so many seriptures
in it, was, that if yon got persecuted in
one text yon conld flee to another, And
now almost every division in a sermon

sage of

of mine is a division on a
seripture,  So, without preparing lan-
guage, I prepare my sermon, and mem-
orize a division, and then every serip-
ture isthe further suggestion of its own
development.

The main advantage of Biblical ex-
temporaneons sermonizing is the re-
sources you have in the Seriptures  After
v conrse of Bible realings, not a long
while ago, adistinguished minister said
to me that he bad noidea how much
od material theve was for sermons in
it had never ocenrred to him

the Bible;
to make the Bible the resource for the
body of his sermons, He wonld use

the Bible for the suggestion of themes,

and then, wath the help of literature,

pature, philosophy and seienee, and his
own ideas, he would make a sermon,

I do not think that & manuseript ever
ought to be taken into the pulpit, If I
wanted to see you on business of im-
portance, T do not think T wounld write
out my ideas and read a manuseript to
_\'4\\].

If an extemporancous preacher trusts
to his own thoughts, he may fail in the
conrse of years; if he trusts to the Serip-
tures he will never fail. T wonld em-

phasize the insufficiency of human
thinking. God has made the wisdom
of this world foolishness always, and

wisdom the people should never know,

! Methods of Proachin
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I'herefore, he has given us the Serip

that proportion he becomes an ideal tures.  “ Eye hath not scen, nor en
preacher,  And there isn’t any text in - heard, ncither have entered into th
the Seviptures that T know of but heart of man, the things which God hatl

prepared for them that love Him.™ Th
Word of God is as perennial as a foun
tain—the more you dip ont of it th
deeper the well gets, and the cooler th
water., The great want of the Church to-

al preaching,

day is Biblic

REV. DR, BEHRENDS,

In the preparation of sermons I think
there are two things that require at.
the general method, and th
The special method,

tention:
special method.
of course, has reference to the immed;-
ate preparation of the disconrse in hand,
and the general method has referene
to the matter of gathering up and in-
creasing such a store of knowle
wonld make the work of special pre
ration easy. A man ought to keep his
cistern of knowledge full, so that he can
be able to tap it at any time and get
what he wants, I think more attention,
on the part of a great many ministers
onght to be puid toward obtaining a

i

thorough knowledge of the Bible, and of
vital questions of religious knowledye,
50 as to keep their stock of information
growing all the time,
In the matter of special preparation,
I have fonnd it best always to think my
whole subjeet through on my feet, from
beginning to end, before putting any-
thing down on paper. Having done
this, I make a very rapid running brief
of it, without attempting to elaborate
thonght, doing it at a single sitting, and
doing it under the pressure of mental
excitement, T use that brief in the way
of suggestion, leaving amplification to
the time when the sermon 18 preached,
This method is *“a cross " between the
written method and the purely extem-
poraneous method. T do not take the
brief, or any notes, into the pulpit with
me. T have felt as if it onght tobe pos-
sible for a man to use his pen so as to
help him in

even

speech, and that 1t is not necessary fora
preacher tocommit his sermon to men-

ory, or to read 1t entirely, My method

extemporaneons
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15 the extemporaneous method, so far
as using the manuseript at the time of
speaking is concerned, and yet I pre-
pare considerable of a brief before going
into the pulpit,

vantages are decidedly in  favor of

extemporaneons preaching.

Perhaps,
as a I‘Illi‘, written sermons are more
finished in style, but, on the other hand,
the extemporancous method has the ad-
vantage of greater practical power and
r”l'("‘. ’l‘h"

If illustrations seize me at the time of

writing, I note them down, thongh fre-

extemporaneous sermon
quently they come to me when I am  need not lack in compactness, nor in

finish,

speaking, in which ease T work them in,

Very much depends upon a
man's hiabits of study and his power of
concentration, He may be able to put his
thoughts just as compactly in speech,
even more so than when he writes,

I should advise yonng preachers to
give preference to the extemporaneouns
method, and I think if they would ex-
pend the same amount of labor in the
endeavor to become masters of the art

[ do not find that preparing the brief

hampers me; it rather acts as a steady-
weight and balanee wheel, at the same
time leaving me perfeetly free to make
any changes in the course of the dis-
course I may deem best. After I get into
the pulpit I not unfrequently change the

rder of thought, leaving some things
at and putting others in.

When I began my ministry T used
ne written sermon, and delivered one
mwritten discourse,

of extemporaneous speaking that they
give to the *“finish” of written sermons,
the results would be very much greater
and more satisfactory than they are,
Effective  extemporaneous

The first I wrote
it entirely, the second I made no
pecial preparation for,  But I did not
ke either method, and, after toiling for

fur or five years —riding two horses,
ne facing one way and the other the
ther, T made up my mind tosell both of
em and try another,

preaching
cannot be secured at a bound; it has
to be toiled for, and a good deal of
hard work is needed before a man can
feel perfectly at ease with his audience,
without a scrap of paper before him,
But, in spite of all the labor that 1s re-
quired in order to become easy in the
use of that form of speech, I think it is

worth all the toil that a man can give
twr trying both the others, and I find  toit,

sthe one that suits me the best,

L would not recommend my method
mybody else, beeanse nobody, prob-

ly, can work as well inmy hainess as

w. I bave taken up this method

By the extemporancous method, I
should not want it to be understood
that the pen is not to be used at all,
becanse T do not believe it is safe for
the great majority of preachers to throw
aside the use of the pen, Now and then
a man may be found who is specially
gifted, who can preach year after ye

lu regard to extemporaneons preach-
12, no definite rule can be laid down;

Al depends on a man’s habits of
tudy, on his temperament, and npon
Lsability to command himself; Tthink,
thaps, as much on the latter as any-

ug else,

If & man is nervous, and
tont sufficient will-power to control
s uerves, it is a very hazardous ex-
ruent for him to attempt extem-
funeous preaching. T think the whole
ter, as to where the
ngs (as between

ar,
for a long succession of years, without
the use of the pen in the preparation
of his discourses; but I shounld say that
ninety-nine per cent. of onr ministers

ought to be very careful and constant
extemporaneous  in the use of the pen.
“aching and written sermons), every

i must decide for himself by study-
“lis own disposition and ability,
g . . REV. WILLIAM LLOYD, =
“t taking that method which, on the

It, makes him feel at his ense, At
sime time, T have not any doubt
4 after striking o balance, the ad-

preference

But the pen can
be used without using the product of
the pen in the pulpit.

My own method of preparing sermons
has been, after selecting a subject or
text, just as the case might be, whether
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the discourse was to be topical or
textual, without referring to any book,
except a eritical and exegetical com-
mentary, to block out a plan for the ser-
mon, This * plan” was in the shiape of

a brief, showing at what points in the

discourse I would insert an illustration,

an incident, or anything of that kind,

After having thoroughly digested the
subject in my own mind, I read all
that I can find on that topie, and, after
having impregnated my mind with the
thoughts of other men on the sub-
jeet, I sit down and write the sermon
out complete, just as though I intended
to read it.

After that I take the sermon again
and prepare a brief for use in the pul-
pit, the brief consisting of single divis-
1ons of the sermon, sentences that start
paragraphs.  ThenT deliver the sermon
from the brief, not committing it to
memory, but depending upon the fact
that, having thoroughly digested the
subject, the very
firmly imprinted on my own memory
that, by the aid of the brief, I can de-
liver it almost as perfectly as though I

phraseology is so

had written it,

I have found that method better than
reading a sermon, beeanse it leaves the
mind free to avail itselfof any of those
suggestions that are often the best and
most impressive, and that come to a
man in the heat of his own speaking,
when the mind is kindled by the sar-
rounding circumstances and the theme
itself. Then, by the use of the eye and
involuntary gesture, it enables a man
to use that power over an andience of
which he is deprived when the sermon
is read. More than Lalf the power of
an orator consists in his controlling s
andience by his eye and gestures,

I think the method I mention better
than purely extemporaneous preaching,
which consists simply of digesting the
subject and then speaking upon it with-
out writing. It enables a man to keep
more closely to the subjectin hand, and
saves him from the danger of wandering
and discursive talk, and also from the
danger of repetition.

Sometimes I read a sermon; as, for

Best Methods of Preaching and Sermonizing. [Jan

instance, when I am discussing a sul.-

ject in the course of which I have to ap

peal to a good many authorities to sul.
stantiate my position, and the topi

may be one open to a great deal of eriti-
'l'h' n l
carefully write, and closely read, so that
I may afterward appeal to the manu.

cism and misrepresentation,

seriptand say: ** That is what I said, not
what the newspapers say I said.” But
my ordinary method is to prepare th
sermon, write it as closely as though |
purposed to read it, and then deliver 1t
from a carefully prepared brief, which
18 neither the extemporaneous method,
nor reading, but a blending of both

I think extemporaneous preaching,
without writing, 18 a very vicions
method. It tends to
thought, and to a repetition in expres.
sion, I would prefer a man who wrot
his sermons and read them, to a wan
who never wrote at all. I go upon th
principle of Locke, that
makes the full man and writing the
correct man.”

I would advise every young student
into as good

phraseology as possible, to quote as

looseness of

“reading

to cast his sentences
Iittle as possible, except where heis dis
cussing a subject that needs the author-
ity of the Church to support it. Th
president of a college, with whom T was
well acquainted, once said to his sto-
dents: “Young gentlemen, take thoughts
wherever you find them, but never stedl
a man's old clothes.”

The preacher should not commence
by confining himself to a literal, clos
reading of manuseript, because it will
become a slavish habit, which he will
find it difficult to break in after years
He had better partially fail a few times
than become a slave to the manuscript,
especially when he will be likely to use
the same manuseript a good many times
in his life, for pathos and eurnestness
grow stale on paper.
from the heart to the heart
closely confined to a written sermou
A preacher should convey to his aud:
ence the impression, not that he has put
all he has to say on that paper, but that
what he has on the paper is only a dut

who s

No man can speak
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through which the fullness of his whole
soul pours itself, and he must be free
to leave the paper; if another phase of
the subject should suddenly flash upon
him, as he stands in the pulpit, he must
be ready to leave his paper and give ex-
pression to that,

The true preacher is
not the man who learns the subjeet,
but the man who is possessed by his
subject.

As to the style of sermons, I do not
think it well to stick to one mode,
Joseph Parker, of London, claims to be
purely an expository preacher, and yet

yon will find his expositionsare topical
after all.  The tendeney of the day 1s to
mdulge in  topieal preaching, and I
think that the growing reverence for
thonght—for truth itself rather than for
the form in which truth has been cast—
leads men to discuss a subject rather
than to discuss a text,

DBecause, after
all, the value of anything that the Bible
says is in its application to onr present
life and condition., A good deal of what
is called ‘*expository preaching”
Bible and water

is
largely water, It is
the human dilution of truth,

I think that the one book that a
voung man should study above every
other book is the Bible, He should be-
come familinr with Bible phraseology,
Bible incidents, and with the drift of
Bible argument,

I wounld have every
stndent thoroughly master the gospels,
especially the gospel by John, and the
tpistles of Paul. 1 am opposed to
«moriter preaching, beeause that makes
the man the slave of his memory, and
listroys spontaneity of both thought
nd utterance, He is not then a
preacher, he is a reciter,
e
iE OLDEST CHRISTIAN SERMON,
PRAYER AND HYMN,
No. IIL

By Puiuie Scuarr, D.D.

Tue First Cunistian Hyms,
Tae Hebrew Psalter was the first
linstian hymn-book, and 1t retans
lishonored place even now in some
tnrches, to the exclusion of all other
‘uns, But with Christianity was born

The Oldest Christian Sermon, Praver, and Hymn,

Our

a Christian psalter, Savior wus
sung into this world by the angelie
anthem, “Glory be to God in the high-
est, peace on earth, good-will among
men.”  This anthem is the key-note ol
Christian hymnology, and of the whole
mission of Christianity, The
Mary, Ehzabeth and Zacharias were
seized with the spinit of poetry at the
very thonght of the birth of the Messiah
and Savior of the world, and the May-
nifieat, the Ave Maria and the Benedictus,
as well as the Nune Diuittis of oid
Symeon in the Temple, resound to this
day thronghout Christendom, and will
never die ont.

Virgin

The Christian religion
is the highest poetry as well as the
greatest fuct, It is 1deal as well as real;
it brings heaven to earth, and lifts
earth up to heaven,

In the epistles of the New Testament
we find several tracesof primitive Chiris-
tian hymns, which must have sprung
up from the garden of the Church like
blooming roses in the spring. The
Leathen Governor of Asia Minor, the
younger Pliny, a friend of the Emperor
Trajan, reports, in a letter to him in
the year 107, that the persecuted Chris-
tians in that country were in the habit
of meeting at daybreak and singing
bymns to the praise of Christ as their
God. These earliest Christian hymns
are unfortunately lost, But one remains
from a somewhat later period, at the
end of the second century. It is the
hymn of Clement of Alexandria, a pro-
found Christian philosopher and teach-
er of Origen. He had charge of the
Catechetical School (the first theological
seminary) in that famous commercial
and literary metropolis of the East from
A.D. 180 to 202, and died about A.D.
217.  This poem faithfully represents
the Logos theology of the Alexandrian
School, which preceded and prepared
the way for the Nicene orthodoxy. It
is a lofty hymn, in praise of Christ as
the eternal Word (Logos) of God, the
Revealer of His will, the Educator of
the human race, the Shepherd of His
flock, the Friend of children. It was
not intended for public worship, nor is
it adapted for it; nor does it suit the
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modern taste; but it is at all events a
remarkable production, and has in-
spired other and more popular hymns.
We give it first in a literal translation
from the Greek, afterward the
modern transfusion by Dr. Dexter:

* Bridle of untamed colts,

Wing of unwandering birds,

Sure Helm of babes,

Shepherd of royal lambs!

Assemble Thy simple children,

To praise holily,

To hymn guilelessly

With innocent months
Christ, the guide of childron,

and

O King of saints,
All-subduing Word
Of the most high Father,
Prince of wisdom,
Support of sorrows,

That rejoicest in the ages,
Jesus, Saviour

Of the human race,
Shepherd, husbandman,
Helm, Bridle,

Heavenly wing

Of the all holy flock,
Fisher of men

Who are s;
Cateliing the
With sweet 1i
From the hateful wave
Of a sea of vices

aste fishes

Guide [us], Shepherd
Of rational sheep:
Guide harmless children,
O holy King.

O footsteps of Christ,

O heavenly way,

Pe al Word,

Endless age,
Eternal Light
Fount of mer
Performer of virtue,
Noble [1s the] life ot those
Who § d,

O Christ Jesus,

Heavenly milk

Of the sweet breasts

Of the graces of the Bride,
Presse ‘I out of Thy w isdom.

Babes, nourished

With tender mouths,
Filled with the dewy spirit
Of the spiritual breast,
Lot us sing together
Sunple praises,

True hymns

To Christ [the] King,
Holy reward

For the doctrine of life
Let us sing together,
Sing m simplieity

To the mighty Child,
O choir of peace,

The Christ begotten,
O chaste people

Let us praise toge |h< r
The God of peacs.”

Sermon, Prayer and Hymn.
’ .

This poem was for sixteen centuries
merely a hymnological curiosity, until
an American Congregational minister,
Dr. Henry Martin Dexter, of Boston, by
a happy reproduction, in 1846, secured
it a place in modern hymn-books,
While nreparing a sermon(as he informs

[Jan.

me) on “‘some prominent characteristics
of the early Chnstians” (text, Deut,
xxxii: 7, ¢ Remember the days of old")
he first wrote down an exact translation
of the Greek hymn of Clement, and
then reproduced and modernized it for
the use of his congregation in conne
tion with the sermon. It is well known
that many psalms of Israel have inspired
some of the noblest Christian hymn
The 46th Psalm gave the key-note of
Luther's trinmphant war-hymn of th
Reformation, ** Ein' feste Burg,” which
Just in this year, 1883, rings throughout
all Protestant Christendom as 1t never
did since it was composed three hun.
dred and fifty years ago. John Mason
Neale dug from the dust of ages many »
Greek and Latin hymn, to the edifici
tion of English churches, notably sonu
portions of Bernard of Cluny's De (1)
tempte - Mundi, which runs through
nearly three thousand dactylie hexame-

and furnished the material for

ters,
“TFor

“ Brief life is here our portion,”
thee, O dear, dear country,
usalem the golden.”

We add Dexter’s hymn asa fair spec
men of a useful transfusion and 1
juvenation of an old poem:

1. Shepherd of tender youth,
Guiding in love and truth
Through devious ways;
Christ, our trinmphant King,
We come Thy name to sing;
Hither onr ¢hivdren bring
To shout Thy praise!

2. Thou art onr Holy T "
The atl-subduing Word,
Healer of strife!
Thon didst Thyself abase,
That from sin's deep disgrace
Thou mightest save our race,
And give us hife,

3. Thou art the great Migh Priest;
Thou hast prepared the feast
Of heavenly love;
While in our mortal pain
None calls on Thee in vaing
Help Thou dost not disdain—
Help from above.

Ever be Thou our Guide,
Our Shepherd g
Onr StafY
Jesns, Thou Christ of God
By Thy perennial Word
Lead us where Thou hast trod,
Make our faith strong

-

. 8o now, and till we die,
sound we Thy praises |
And joyful sing:
Infants, and the glad throng
Who to Thy Church belong,
Unite to swell the song,
To Christ our King!

"and “Jer-

G

D1
18 pla
befor
1 fay
cott

omitt
ford a

Oryg
ceiving
Inding
Inamj

“facien

V.2
lation |
the m
'lwly(”
Ing in t)
livion ¢

dmomer
a1in vep
f a nary
The ve
tbllu; “F
departeq,
¥hat app
laving ]o,
Iberl_v' a
ot a heg
doer of w
loing,»
Conrgyg
tion, to be
eantion ¢
10be folloy




1884.]

JAMES.
No. IX.
By WiLLiaym Orviston, D.D., LL. D,

Hearers axp Dogrs,

But be ye doers of the word, and not
hearers only, dm'tiriug your own selves,
For if any be a Learer of the word, and
wot a doer, he is like unto a man behold-
ing his natural face ina glass. For he
beholdeth himself, and goeth  his way,
and straightway forgette'h what manner
of man he was.  Bul whoso looketh into
the perfect law of liberty, and continueth
therein, he being not a forgetful heaver,
but a doer of the work, this man shall
e blessed in his deed, —James i: 22-25,

I)IE‘FI-ZILI‘IN.T reADINGS: V. 22, povor
is placed after coepo. by some, by others
before it, The weight of authorities is
in favor of the latter. Alford and Wes-
cott place it after,

V.23, or/is omitted in one MS,
v ovros, before odx axpo., is

omitted by Lachman, Tischendorf, Al-
ford and Wescott,
OTHER RENDERINGS: V,

22, For *“ de-
ceiving,” the revised version reads, de-
lnding. V. 23. The face of his birth
in a mirror,* faciem natiwtatis ” (Vulg.),
" (Tremellins),

V. 24, The Greek gives a subtile var-
jation in the tenses., * For he beheld
the momentary act) and hath gone
wray (the completed departure continu-
g in the present) and forgot ” (the ob-
livion coming and being completed in
amoment) (Plumptre). The illustration,
wsin verse 11, is thrown into the form
of a narrative (see Winer, 40, 4).

The verses may be literally translated
thus: * For he beheld himself, and has
departed, and immediately forgot of
what appearance he was, But the one
laving looked into the perfect law of
liberty, and continued (looking), being
wot a hearer of forgetfulness, but a
doer of work, shall be blessed in his
loing,”

ComvenTARY: The preceding injunc-
tion, to be ready to hear, is followed by
tcantion that hearing and receiving is
tbe followed by obeying and doing.

faciem suam nativam

Commentary on the Epistle of James,
COMMENTARY ON THE EPISTLE OF
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Simply to receive the truth, which as«
sures of pardon and peace, will not ate
tain the fullness of the salvation which
the word of truth reveals, and which
includes a thorough transformation of
character, a radical change in the affeca
tions and tendencies of the soul, so
that it shail rejoice in the love and the
practice of a holy obedience of what
the implanted Word requires.

V. not hearers only,"
The exhortation nrged upon the pro-
fessed members of the Church at that
time is something more than a mere
outward conformity, or baptized Pharis
suism, and enjoins upon all Christians,
now, more than a nominal adherence to
the Church, a formal observance of her
ordinances, or a baptized worldliness,
A good profession should be productive
of holy living. The mere hearer of the
Word practices a deceit npon himself, if
he supposes that the Word, like a talis-
man, will necessarily produce sowe
magical, mysterious effect. The Word
must be practiced in order that it may
become a spiritual power in the soul,

A merely formal attention to the Gospel

will end in overwhelming disappoint«

ment and dismay.  (Comp. Matt. vii:

21-27.) The bearer of an oilless lamp

will find no admission to the hall of the

Bridegroom,

V.23, ¢ Like unto @ man beholding.”
The striking illustration contained in
this verse fitly exemplifies the inefli-
ciency and transitory impression of
mere hearing.

22, ** Be ye doers

It appeals to a common
experience, Everyoneis conscious how
imperfectly he retains the idea of his
own countenance after glancing at it in
a mirror. Its charms or defects are
speedily forgotten, in the interest of
the affairs in which he immediately en-
gages. The term rendered natural, or
bodily, suggests the spiritual counte-
nance, or aspect, which is to be seen re-
flected from the Word. So slight an
impression is commonly made by a look
into a mirror, that we are better ac-
quainted with the features of others
than with our own. Thus, also, it too
often happens that a man may behold
and recognize his own moral likeness
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in the vivid delineations of the Word
of God, and be impressed for the
moment, But turning from a consid-
eration of the truth prt-wnt.-‘l. and
becoming at once interested in other
thoughts and pursuits of pleasure or
business, the impression, like a morn-
ing cloud, or an early dew, vanishes,
and the Word is forgotten, pride, am-
bition, unbelief and worldliness rush in
and fill the soul, dispel all serionsness,
and render the Word utterly unfruitful
of any good result.

V. 25. “ Whoso looketh—continueth—not
forgetful.” We have here the other side
of the contrast—the beholding and the
blessedness of the doer. wapanvipas
is not used here in the classic sense of
taking aside glance, or peep at a thing,
but, as in 1 Pet. i: 12, it denotes eager-
ness to learn, a bending down so as to
see clearly—as if the object contem-
plated deserved and demanded the
closest serutiny,  This meaning is
intensified by the use of rapaueivas,
continued. The object upon which
attention is directed is the Word, which

is able to save the soul—the perfect law
of liberty.  This is not the law of
nature nor the Old Testament law, nor
sthe Gospel as contrasted with it, nor
the covenant of faith as superior to that
of obedience; but the Gospel considered
as a rule of life, a code of morals, as
proclaimed and expounded by Christ in
the Sermon on the Mount. This is the
more obvious when we consider that
the apostle here, and in the following
chapter, is treating expressly of doing,
of a holy life, This law of Christ, alike
in its nature and in its effect, is per-
fect. It revealsthe perfect will of God,
and it makes perfect in Christ all who
live init, It is a law of liberty, be-
cause the soul, when regenerated by it,
delights in it, and is delivered alike
from the sentence of condemnation and
from the bondage of sin. The true be-
liever having joyously received the
promises of the Gospel, cheerfally
obeys its precepts, not impelled by fear,
but constrained by love. He takes up
the yoke of Christ, but finds it easy.

The burden is light, and the command-

[Jan.

ments are not grievous. This evangeli-
cal law gives a freedom which was not
the province of the legal dispensation
to confer. Thegreat Teacher says: i
ve continue in my Word, then are y
my disciples indeed; and ye shall know
the truth and the truth shall make you
free,” (John viii: 31-36,)

* Blessed in his doing.” The word ren-
dered doing occurs only herein the New
Testament,and indicates that the obedi-
ence 1s not a single act, but a habit
The law is written in the heart, not
merely imprinted on the memory, and
governs all the powers and faculties of
the soul, molds the temper as well as
the conduct, and consecrates the whole
being for all time to the service of God,
The benediction pronounced, like the
beatitudes of onr Lord, is a present joy.
Doubtless a glorious welcome and an
eternal reward await the * doers,” when
their work is finished—even a crown of
Iife; but the preciouns truth tanght here
is, that the very act of doing carries a
blessing init. Obedience isits own re-
ward. In the keeping of the command-

ments there is a great reward.
HomILETICAL. -~ In the immediate con-
text we have an earnest exhortation to
hear the Word of truth, which is the in-
strument of regeneration, and is uble
to save the soul. In this passage we
have a needed cantion against the dan-
ger of merely hearing the Word. The
Gospel consists not merely in good tid-
ings to be gladly listened to, but also of
clear precepts to be cheerfully obeyed,
pardon and restoration are proffered,
loyalty and obedience are enjoined
Hearing is an obvious duty, doing isa
consequent obligation,  Christianity
presents a system of truth, a rule of
faith to be attentively considered. Not
otherwise can the inherent grandeur
and supreme importance of its revela-
tions be apprehended, or its inestimable
advantages secured and enjoyed. It
also proclaims a system of law, a rule
of life, to be implicitly obeyed. It
teaches what we are to believe concern-
ing God, and what duaty God requires
of us. The text illustrates by contrast
the different effects produccd by the

Lpistle of James.
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Gospel on those who hear it.  Some
hear, go away, and immediately forget,
and consequently are neitbher blessed
nor saved by it,

The word rendered Jearer indicates the
relation of a pupil to his teacher, and
does not imply carelessness or inatten-
tion at the time; still less does it sug-
gest levity or disregard, or rejection of
what is heard; but only a failure to
accept and adopt the truth heard as a
regulative and controlling power in the
and ‘anticipate the glory it veveals. life, The appeal of the Gospel is, in
Whence this difference so far as the  the highest degree, personally practical.
hearersare concerned? How does the  Its aim is a change of conduet, as well
Word in one case prove the savor of life  as of conviction: of life, as well as ot
ur <o life, and in the other of death unto  feeling, It is not enough that a man
death ? TIn the passage the cause of this  should be a delighted hearer, or even

difference is distinctly stated by a  a diligent student of the word; he must

Others receive it earn-
estly as a living, inspiring, controlling
power, become more and more thor-
oughly acquainted with it, walk in its
light, enjoy the blessedness it confers,

Commentary on the Lpistle of  James 227

a striking illustration,

Word.

other, it implies intent desire to look
into and comprehend the matter; a con-
centration of all the faculties, in order
to view an object on every side. The
hearer, who 1s a hearer only, is repre-
sented by the illustratior of the mirror
as giving only a casual, occasional, or
accidental attention to the Word, allow-
ing it to fall upon his ear as seed on a
trodden path, or, at best, upon a shal-
low soil; pleased, interested, perbaps
regaled for the time by it, but not pene-
trated or permanently impressed by its
significance, or awakened, excited and
thrilled by its power. Other topics re-
lating to art, or literature, or science,
or business, or polities, arrest, aronse,
wbsorb his attention, and enkindle a
lively and sustained interest; but the
grand, wondrous and overwhelmingly
momentous themes of the Gospel secure
only a divided attention and a super-
ficial examination ; hence he has no
clear vision, no definite apprehension,
10 adequate appreciation of them or
their relation to his personal interests,
bis present life and his future destiny.

We notice the following points of con-
trast in the two representative hearers:
The attention given, the time devoted,
and the obedience rendered to the

1. The attention given to the message of
the tiospel. The language nsed suggests
a difference in the condnct of the hear-
ers.  In one ease, the word denotes
taking cognizance of a thing; in the

marked contrast, and fitly expluined by not only be swift to hear, and ready,
with a becoming and docile spirit, to
receive the Word; he must also be will-
ing, practically, to keep and practiee
it. The hearer, who is a doer, and 15
blessed, is represented as earnest, in-
tent and eagerly devoting ail the pow-
ers of his mind to a ccasideration of
the truth; looking into it, profoundly
impressed, personally possessed by it.
He becomes so intensely occupied with
it, in its origin, channel, purpose,
power and effeets, that all other objects
are overshadowed, and its great veri-
ties fill his soul. Sin, in its origin and
results: the Savior—His person, work,
kingdom and coming: the gracious
privileges of the children of God in
this life, and their glorious prospects
in the life to come; the work to be done,
the cross to be borne, the grace vouch-
safed, and the crown assured—all these
arrest and hold both thonght and affec-
tion. Happy he who so looks into the’
perfect law of Liberty; he becomes a
son of God, and all things are his. He
wears the royal robe which the Father
bestows; receives a princely patrimony,
which he can never lose, and 18 invested
with honors which can neither be tar-
nished nor forfeited.

2. The time devoted to the study of the
doctrines of the Gfospel. * Which things
the angels desire to look into.” The
same word is applied to the angelic
student and the human hearer, The
attention of the one hearer is repre-
sented not only as superficial, but brief.
One may so look at things as not to

y s
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see anything to remember. A hasty
walk through a picture gallery, or a
railroad ride over a landscape, would
leave a very faint and confused impres-
sion of the objects, either of art or na-
ture, which passed under review, All
colors may whirl so rapidly across the
vision as to leave only a perception of
white upon the retina, No valuable
knowledge of any subject can be ac-
quired in this way, All onr attain-
ments are made by continued and pro-
longed application. It is equally true of
our spiritual life and religions knowl-
edge, The natural aversion of the hu-
man mind to serions, earnest, prolonged
consideration of religions truth —an
aversion arising from pride or fear or
frivolity—hinders many from entering
into the light and the liberty of the
children of God. Seriousness, eandor,
earnestness and
mind into a calmer and clearer atmos-
phere, where the truth shines with di-
vine radiance into it, He that waits
and continues to look shall see; and,
as he continues to gaze, the truth will
gain upon him in all its majesty and
purity and power. Many have frag-
mentary, unconnected and unsatisfac-
tory views of religions truth, just be-
cause they have devoted so little time
to the devont investigation, or consecu-
tive examination of it. “Then shall
we know, if we follow on to know the
Lord.” 1If we would "now the treas-
ures of the Word, we must * search the
Seriptures,” and take the counsel of
Paul to Timothy, ¢ Meditate upon
these things; give thysclf wholly to
them.”

3. The obedience rendered to the require-
ments of the GGospel, **A doer of the word.”
He who looks, and continues to look,
mto the perfect law, will be disposed
and enabled to obey it. He will not
forget either the mighty motives that
are presented to him, the aids which
are assured to him, or the duties which
are required of him. A candid, per-
severing student of the will of God will
ever seek gratefully to acqniesce in and
accomplish it. Amid the bustling ac-
tivities and anxious cares of daily life,

sincerity lead the

[Jan

a man may very easily forget his ow:
image, as seen in a mirror; but he wi
makes the law of liberty his continu |
study will not fail to earry its guidan
and sanctions into every duty of I
life. He will constantly recall the trut)
he has apprehended, and strive to ro.
duce it to practice, “The law of bLis
God is in his heart; none of his st
shall slide.” He hides it in his heart,
as well as retains it in his memory, so
that he may be restrained from sin and
sustuined in service, The doer 15 one
who sincerely endeavors to achiey
even though he may fail to perfect th
work. Ever forgetting past failures Lo
reaches forth after nobler things. H
makes past progress and present att.in.
ments means of further usefulness an |
growth, The hearer, on whom religions
impressions are but ““as the morning
cloud and the early dew,” who, uni
the impulse of the moment, says, 1
sir,” but afterward fails to keep his
promise and obey his Father's orders
not only loses the satisfaction ol
blessedness of a cheerful obedien
and incurs his Father's disple

but he brings upon himself a morl
blight and inereased spiritual durk
ness. “Each single act of disobedien
each sin willfully committed, each prof
erence of the law of the flesh to th
law of God, of the judgment of men
before His judgment,
power to discern what we are, and what
He wishes us to be.” (Plonphe,) On
the other hand, he who hears and does
who listens that he may learn, ani
learns that he may do, is blessed in
his doing, There is a positive gladness
in doing that which is worthy of being
done. He that doeth the will of Gol
shall know more of that will as he faith-
fully follows the path of obedicnce;
light arises. comfort comes, and strength
increases for the further course, In
looking into the perfect law of liberty,
he learns that he has not received the
spirit of bondage again to fear, but the
spirit of adoption, and finds the service
required perfect freedom, the naturil
expression of filial love and gratitnde
He rejoices in
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“A liberty unsung

By poets, and by senators unpraised,
Which monarchs cannot graut, nor all the pow

ors
Of earth and hell confederate take away;
A liberty which persecuiion, frand,
Oppression, prisons, have no power to bind ;
Which whoso tastes can be enslaved no more,
He is the freeman whom the truth makes free,
And all are slaves beside.”” (Cowper.,)

And further, in looking into the per-
feet law of liberty, he sees the glory of
Him of whom it testifies, and is changed
into the same image from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the Lord, and
looks forward exultantly to the time
when he shall see Him no longer as in
a glass darkly, but face to face. Then
the blessedness will be complete, be-
cause, when He shall appear, we shall
be like Him, for we shall see Him as
He is. The entire subject is both prac-
tical and personal; all present belong
to one or other of the two clusses por-
trayed in the text, and are either de-
ceived or blessed.

1. Are you hearers only? Tt is your
duty to read the Word, and wait on
ordinances, but not to stop there. Oc-
casional perusal of the Bible, listening
to the preaching of the Gospel, pro-
fessed membership in a Christian con-
gregation, passing impressions of the
importance of spiritual” things, and
even some amendments of life, are all
compatible with the eharacter of a ** for-
getfal hearer.,” Many hear gladly, are
pleased, and even moved, but the im-
pression soon vanishes, Some are even
convinced that they are sinners before
God, yet do not repent. One may see
the heroism of some self-sacrifice to be
wade, or feel the obligation of some
duty to be performed, and yet neglect
to offer the one, or to do the other, One
may listen to the story of His perfect
life, who was so gentle, loving, for-
giving, self-forgetful —the altogether
lovely; or look on Him lifted up on the
Cross for us, for our redemption, until
the heart glows and the eye swims; and
vétall end in a tear. Convictions and
feelings may be excited that lead to no
lecision; there may be ardent longings
awakened which are never realized, be-

cause the heart is not really changed,
and the life is not bronght into sub-
jeetion to the will of God. Dear hearer,
see that the seed of the Word in thy
heart is neither crushed by business,
nor carried away by the pleasures of the
world, Receive it and be saved, *What
shall the end be of them that obey
not the Gospel of God™? (1 Pet, ivi17.)

2. Are you doers?  Earnest, active,
diligent, though imperfect, doers? -
then, indeed, are you blessed. The
joy you have now is but the earnest of
its coming fullness, Our Lord Himself
said, ““Blessed are they that hear the
Word of God and keep it"; and, My
mother and my brethren are those
which hear the Word of God and do
it.”  And again: “Ye are my friends
if ye do whatsoever T command you.”

SELECTED OUTLINES: PROFITLESS HEAR-
NG, — Fight classes of hearers: the va-
cant, the curions, the captions, the
fashionable, the speculating, the self-
forgetful, the prayerless, the unresolved.
( Tucker.)

Tue Trve CHRISTIAN,

I. His character. 1. He looketh into
the Gospel, 2, He continueth in it by
meditation and obedience,

II. His crown. Blessedness, (Furine
don.)

e —— ¢ @ ¢ E—

A SYMPOSIUM ON EVOLUTION,
Is THE DarwiNniaNn Taeory or Evorv-
TION RECONCILABLE WiTH THE Bisug?
I¥ 80, WiTH WHAT LaimMrraTions?

No. L*
BY PRESIDENT MCCOSH, OF PRINCETON.

IN the present day educated people
are talking, and some of them are
writing, about evolution and develop-
ment. For several ages theologians,
especially those of the German school,
have been employing the phrases, and

* This able paper, opening the discussion of
this important subject, will be followed in
our next issue by one from Dr. Jog, T. DURyEA,
of Boston, taking a different view of the ques-
tion, and in subsequent numbers by papers
from Prof. Patton, ot Princeton, Prof. Gulliver,
of Andover, Prof, Winchell, of the University
of Michigan, and Dr, J. M. Buckley, of New
York.—Ep. Hom. MONTHLY,
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speaking of the Jewish dispensations
being developed from the patriarchal,
and the Christian from the Jewish.
Historians take pains to show that
one state of society, or one series of
events, has been evolved from a
Within the last age,
scientific men have appropriated the

previous one,

phraseology, and been showing that
one operation of nature grows out of
another.  Some of these have been
skepties in religion, and think that by
development they can account for all
that is going on in our world without
calling in God or His providence,
Religious people have been frightened
at development, and are apt to regard
all who defend development as enemies
of that which they love so dearly.
There are ministers, not trained in
their youth in natural science, who de-
nounce evolution, and those who
advocate it in
guage, Onr newspapers, most of them
profoundly ignorant of the subject,
discourse profoundly upon it, some

unmeasured  lan-

defending the process, others condemn-
ing it. Someof the religions jonrnals,
zealous in defending the faith, have a
pious horror of everything that looks
like development. There are portions
of the secular press which leave upon
the readers the impression that the
new doctrine has delivered mankind
from all the obligations of religion, and
the restraints of the old morality,

In this discordant state of thought
and opinion, it is surel; desirable that
people should know what evolution is,
and whether it is consistent with the
Bible or religion under any form, It
is thought that this can best be
done by a friendly talk, which learned
men signify with the Greek name
symposinm, The question is fairly
put at the head of this paper; it will be
fairly argued. My main office in open-
ing the discussion is to place be-
fore our readers what is called *“the
state of the question.,” This will clear
the ground. The question relates, first,
to evolution, but, secondly and more
specially, to the theory of evolution
propounded by Darwin,

I. There is certainly evolution, thut
is, one thing coming out of another,
in our world, especially in what we
here concerned with—the operations of
physical nature, I know no scientific
naturalist, under thirty years of age
in any country of the world, who does
not believe that there is snch a process,
It is highly inexpedient in religions
people to set themselves against it,
they will thereby only injure among
young men the cause which they mean
to benefit, I am at the head of
college in which I have to speak of
such subjects. Were T magisterially
to declare that there is no evolution i
nature, and that any one advozating it
is setting himself against Seripture |
would place some of my most thought.
ful students in great difficulty and per.
plexity. They would tell me that in
their researches into nature they ses
evolution everywhere, and ask e
whether they are to give up science or
Seripture, and some might be tempted
to abandon their Bible, which they ar
told is inconsistent with late dis
coveries, From thetime of my entrane:
in my office, 1 told the young men
committed to my care, that there is
evolution everywhere in mnature, and
that there is nothing in that evoln.
tion, properly explained and duly
limited, inconsistent with revelation,
Some of the young men so trained ar
now professors in our college, and they
see development in nature, and yet are
devout believers in the Word of God
They see God working by development
in the processes of nature,

1. Evolution is involved in the very
nature of the causation acting in the
whole physical world. This has not
been commonly noticed, but is at
once perceived to be true when atten-
tion is called to it. Our physical world
consists of an innumerably large nun-
ber of bodies created by God, and en-
dowed by Him with specific properties
The bodies act upon each other
according to their properties. Al
matter attracts other matter in-
versely according to the square of the
distance. Simple bodies combine
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chiemically, in certain proportions, to
form compound bodies. All educated
people do now acknowledge that these
mundane action: proceed according to
the principle of cause and effect, If
this Le so there must be evolution, The
canse develops into an effeet. The
effect 18 evolved from the canse, If
physicial nature consists of bodies
acting causally, they must produce a
universal evolution of one thing from
another, of the present from the past,
and all things from God. This must
be especially trne when there is a com-
bination of

causes,

2, All the operations of nature are
regnlated by law., The causes of which
I have been speaking are so regulated,
and constitute laws, such as the law of
gravitation and chemical affinity. By
the collocation of the eansal agencies,
orderly results are produced, or we
may say developed, and these may also
be called laws,  Such are the alterna-
tion of day and night, and the revolu-
tion of the seasons, and the springing
growth and decay of plants and
animals, These are the produet, not
of any one cause, such as gravity, or
chemical affinity, but of a combina-
tion of powers working for one end.
Man observes these laws, and accom-
modates himself to them, thereby
securing the necessaries and the com-
forts of life, and, from the past antici-
pating the future, he lays out his plans
accordingly, for his own good and that
of others,

3. The developme.t is especially
seen in the organic kingdoms. All
plants and animals proceed from a seed
or germ. The seed, in a favorable soil
and climate, springs up and becomes a
plant, which takes a particular form
and continues the species, The
animal comes from the pairing of par-
ents, and has its stages of life, and has
an offspring after its kind. The child
is father of the man, who may have
children,who again may have children,
to prolong the race from generation to
generation, This I call an organized
causation working for ends. Now, in

all this there is evolution, of which,
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therefore, every one has experience in
his own person, and notices all around
him, in every department of nature,
brt especially in those living beings he
is . o closely connected with,

4. There is a generul progression.
According to the theory of Laplace,
commonly adopted by scientific men,the
earth wasat one time in a state of vapor,
which as it rotated became condensed
into successive planets, and finally into
a central sun. All this is consistent
with Seripture, which represents the
world as without form and void, at first,
and then of a specific form, and plen-
ished with living beings, In cireum-
stances at all favorable inimated beings
rise to higher and higher states, True,
there are also deteriorations and de-
gradations, in  unfavorable circum-
stances,and tribes of plunts and animals
perish.  While all this happens in
““the struggle for existence,” it leads to
*“the survival of the fittest,” which is a
beneficent law, as it secures that the
strong prevail.  All this is in accord-
ance with the language of the prophets,
who speak of trees, animals and man
reaching a higher perfection in the
latter days,

5 In all this there is nothing
atheistie, nothing irreligious in any
way. It leaves every argument for
the divine existence and the divine
benevolence where it was before, only
adding new examples of order and de-
sign. I perceive traces of wisdom and
beneficence in this mode of procedure.
It seems in every way worthy of God,who
worksnot by compulsion butby Hisown
good pleasure, according to an eternal
idena, as Plato said; according to law, as
says modern science. It is important
to remark that in this way God con-
nects the past with the present and
the future in one grand system, re-
flecting the unity of God's being and
character. As the law of gravitation
binds the whole of contemporaneous
nature in one grand sphere, so the law
of development makes all successive
nature flow in one grand stream, bear-
ing the riches of all past ages into the
future, possibly to the end of time.
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The method is evidently adapted to
our nature. Man's constitution is such,
that by the faculties which God has
given him, he has to gather knowledge
by experience, Bat of what use would
experience be if the future did not re-
semble the past? It has been shown,
again and again, that God's procedure
by uniform law is the only one which
would enable man to lay plans likely to
be successful.  Were there no such
order, man could not be sure that
the sun will rise to-morrow, or that
seedtime will be followed by harvest,
or that food will nourish him. But
the successive uniformity and con-
sistency of nature are determined by
the law of evolution, whereby the
present comes out of the past and goes
down into the future, Without this,
man's wisest plans would have no se-
curity, nor so much as a probability of
success, and he would cease to plan,
nay, he would cease to live, The
method is suited to man, and man to
the method, and this by the purpose of
God, who hath made both, and suited
them to each other,

6. There is development in Seriplure.
God ereated plants and animals at first,
and gave them endowments, by which
they continue their kind through-
out the ages. In the first chapter
of Genesis such passages as these
occur and re-oceur. “And the earth
brought forth grass and herb, yield-
ing seed after his Kkind, and the
tree yielding fruit, whose seed was in
itself after his kind. And God saw
that it was good.” In all this there is
evolution, There is development and
growth in the wholé dispensation of
grace unfolded in Scripture. The seed
of the woman (Gen, iii: 15), workingin
this world, and contending with the
evil, passes through various stages,
the antediluvian, Levitical, prophetieal,
Christian, and under the latter striking
out into various branches,

Looking to these things, the defend-
ers of religion should be cautious and
discriminating in their attacks on evo-
lution ; and when they assail it they
should always explain what it is that

I regard the thin -
evolved as not the less the works

they are opposing,

God, beeanse they have been evolv. i
in an orderly and beneficent mann
from other works of God. It is a be.u .
ful provision, whereby parents b

children whom they love and truin,
and that children have parents to chor.
ish them and ecall forth their affection«

But evolution, like every other opera.
tion of God, has been turned to «v!
It has been used to expo
God from His works, and to deg
man to the rank of an upper brute
I now turn to the question.

II. Is the Darwinian theory of evolu.
tion reconcilable with the Bible ? Wiile
holding by evolution, which I see every.
where in nature, I do not therefore con.
cur in all the theories that have becp
formed on the subject, or approve of
the uses to which it has been turn i
by such men as Huxley, Spencer an
Haeckel ; on the contrary, 1 regard
as of vast importance to rescue a nat:
ral, and therefore a divinely-ordain:|
process, from the abuse which has beon
wade of it by carrying it too far, and by
a wrong interpretation of it by mon
who have not been made infidels !
evolution, but have illegitimately us.1
evolution to support their intidelity.

Darwin is an eminent naturalist. He
may be trusted in his statement of facts,
But, while a careful observer, I do not
regard him as a great philosopher, anl
he was not trained in early life,or in any
college course, to observe the facts of
the mental and spiritual world, quite
as certain and important as those of the
physical world. In arguing with biw,
the question turns around two points.

1. Can development evolve new spe-
cies of plants and animals? This i
no means settled, as many natural
on the one hand, and many theologi
on the other, suppose. We have w
direct proof of any new species of plunt

purposes,

or animal being produced by develop-

ment. There is no such process going
on visibly at the present time; and we
have no report of any one perceiving
it in the past. No one has ever se:n
the reptile changed into the bird, or the
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monkey into the man, Bt this does
not prove that it has not taken place.
We can show that it might have oc-
curred withont any one perceiving it.
The change, if it did occur, must have
gone on by small and insensible inere-
ments, like the growth of our bodily
frames, but, unlike that process, requir-
ing long periods beyond human obser-
vation. The first monkey that became
aman has left us no antobiography to
tells us that he was once a monkey.

It is admitted all hands that
development ean  produce important

on
chunges in species. This may be done
by the internal nature of the plant or
animal, but it is more specially effected
by its surronndings, by what is called
its environment. The dog, by being
habitnated to certain kinds of work,
can become a shepherd dog, or a hunt-
ing dog; the divers pigeons are prob-
ably descended from the rock pigeon;
roses are supposed all to have sprung
from the common dog-rose, This is
ypressed by saying that evolution can
produce varieties, But these varieties,
when they pair with each other, are not
prolifie, and they tend, when left to
themselves, to return to the form of the
onginal species,

While there is and can be no direct
proof of the transformation of species,
r the production of néw ones, yet, if
we assume, as an hypothesis, that there
are such, it will account for a great
many facts of which we can otherwise
render no account. It will show how
the affinities which connect tribes of
rganized beings, have been produced,
amd which connect with each other all
plants and all animals.  All this will
beaseribed by every pions man, evolu-
tionist or non-evolutionist, to the pur-
pose of God, But evolution shows us
e agency by which God's plans are
crried out. But this does not show,
without positive proof, that the affini-
ties have thus been produced, for they
night have been effected in some other
vay, or by the immediate fiat of God,
who, as a being of wisdom, would make
&l His works suit each other.
ltis clearly and definitely stated in
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the opening chapter of Genesis that
there is a division of plants and animals
into kinds., ““And God said, Let the
earth bring forth the living creature
after his kind, cattle and creeping thing,
and beast of the earth after his kind,
and it was s0.,” Science shows us the
same things, kingdoms and orders and
genern baving definite marks of dis-

tinction, and continuing unchanged
through innumerable ages. Geologieal

science displays to us animals - earthe
worms, for example—the same now as
they were myrinds of ages ago. The
monuments of Egypt, and the earliest
historieal records, prove that man was
substantially the same
years ago as he is now,

thousands of
It is certain
that willow cannot be changed into the
oak, nor the sheep into the cow, nor
the horse into the elephant, 'We may,
without any presumption, discover final
cause and a beneficent end in all this,
I'or, unless there were some such order,
animated nature would be in a state of
inextrieable confusion, and it would be
vain in man to attempt to comprehend
it scientifically, or to suit himself to it
practically. But final cause does not
require us to affirm whether these
forms, now fixed, were determined at
first by the Creantor, or whether they
have become so by a long process of
evolution ordained by God. Nor does
cither final or physieal eause require
us to assert that new species cannot
have been produced in organic matter
vet in aloose state, and not yet gathered
into fixed and unalterable forms.

Some have insisted on the fixity of
species with an earnestness and a de-
termination which indicates that they
believe religion to be identified with
the doctrine, and that religion would
be undermined if this doectrine were
disproved or rendered doubtful. Tnever
could see this, That there must be
order in nature, we might argue from
the character of God. That there is
such order, and a fixedness in species, is
obvious to our observation. Bnt what
is the precise nature of that order, and
what are the limits put to the fixed-
ness of organic forms, are to be deter-
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mined by observations, and not by any
a priori speculation or religious belief,

The conclusion to which I have come
is, that the question of the absolute
fixity of all species, and of the evolu-
tion of mew speeies, isa question of
science and not of religion. . We have
clear proof of the existence of God, and
of His benevolence, whichever side we
take in the conflict. The adaptation of
one thing to another in the eye, the ear,
and on the organs of the body, as shown

by Paley, all implying design and a de-
signer, is as clear on a theory which
claims that new species may be pro-
duced in a mass of unformed organic
matter, or in rare and exceptionable
circumstances, as on a theory which de-
nies this, The scientific question 1
dispute is one to be determined by
science and scientific men, and relig-
ious men who are not trained natural
ists, should leave it to be settled by
them. The great body of Christians
may reasonably say, let savants dispute

as they may as to how plants and ani-
mals are produced, by means or without
means, I am convineed that, however
they are produced, it is by the mighty
power of God. A more vital question
remains for disenssion.

2, Is man developed from the lower
animals? Here it may be interesting
to notice the correspondence between
Genesis and geology, as to the order of
creation.  This has been expounded
scientifieally by the three men on this
continent most competent to speak on
the subject, viz.. Professor Dana, of
Yale; Dr. Dawson,of McGill University,
Montreal, and Dr, Guyot, of Princeton,
It has been acknowledged by Mr.
Romanes, who does not seem to know
what to make of the religious bearing
of such an important fact. IntheBible
the scene opens with the earth being
without form and void, the very sup-
position with which Laplace (and Kant
before him) starts in his theory of the
genesis of the solar system. In the
first day light appears, as yet uncon-
centrated, and order begins to work,
In the second day there is a separation
of the atmosphere from thesolid earth,

on Lyolution. [Jax

In the third day the waters are gathere
togetiner and vegetable Life appears. In
the fourth day the sun and moon le.
come apparent in entire consonaunc
with the theory of Laglace, which sup.
poses planets thrown off before the <un
is condensed into a center. In thy
fifth day animals come forth
swarmers, then

the lowey
creatures, tauwnim, or
fishes and fowls,  On the sixth day th
higher animals appear, veptiles and cat
and man as the crown of the whole

having moral powers which muk
Lhim like unto God. I doubt wuch
whether any geologist in the present
day could, in so brief a compass, give s
acenrate a compendinmof the cLanges
which our earth has undergone, as i< in
these thirty-one verses in the opening
of our Bible. Except on the supposi-
tion that the Seriptural statement isin.
spired, it is impossible to account for
its being written and published three
thousand years before science mude its
discoveries,

We have two accounts in Genesis of
the creation of man, The first is

Gen. 1:27: “8So God ereated man in

his own image,” rvelating to wan's
higher nature or soul. The other, Gen,
i1: 7: **The Lord formed man of th
dust of the ground,” referring to man's
body. A fuller account is given of that
process in a curious passage which
Agassiz used to quote in Ps.exxxix 16
“Thine eyes did see my substunce
vet being unperfeet, and in Thy book
all my members were written, whichin
continnance were fashioned, when as
yet there was none of them "—language
which seems to point to some kind of
evolution, of which, however, we can
have only a dim apprehension. The
first passage points to man's intellec
tual, moral and spiritual nature,
Throughout the whole process of vege-
table and animal ereation,and especially
at this last point, I discover evidence

of higher and ever higher, and these

divine powers coming in. I behieve in
development, and that it can accom-
plish much, but it cannot do everything.
It did not create matter at first, evo-
lution implies something to evolve from.
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It could not give to matter its power of
evolution, that is, it has not created it-
self. Not only so, but it cannot evolve
the higher powers, such as that of con-
sciousness, intelligence and moral dis-
cernment, from the lower, the materiul
or mere animal properties. Evolution,
we have seen, isan organized causation,
but causes cannot give to effects what is
not in themselves, DBut in the history
of our world we have facts which can-
not be acconnted for by development,
which eannot have been produced by
previously existing ecauses.  Geology
shows that there was a time when there
was an azoice period, when there was no
life in our world. DBut there is no
known power in dead matter to produce
living matter. Before animals appeared
there was no sensation, no pleasure or
pain, and we have to call in a power to
produce it.  As the ages advance, ani-
mals come to have instinets, without
ny power in nature to produce them.
There is no potency in matter to pro-
duce consciousness or the intelligence
which devises means to secure an end.
It is conceivable that, when these come
into operation, they may be handed
down by heredity; but whence did they
come at first? We are entitled to ask,
specially, whence that higher reason and
moral perception which makes us like
nnto God ? I believe we have to seek for
this, not in material or animal nature,
butin a being himself possessedof the
attributes he imparts. It seems clear to
we that the God who gave to nature its
power at first, gives to it naturally or
supernaturally, without or with means,
higher and higher powers as the ages
roll on.  All this isin accordance with
Seripture, which shows us first days of
creation culminating in man, made in
the image of God, and shows us like
stages in the history of the Church,
culminating in the dispensation of the
Spirit, under which we live, and which
Isto issue in the Spirit's being poured
on all flesh,

It will be seen under what limitations
[ hold the doctrine of evolution. I
stand by it on the understanding that
the whole process is the work of God,

How Clergymen May Secure Health.
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and thatthere are higher manifestations
of God's power which cannot thus be ac-
counted for.

— @ ——
HOW CLERGYMEN MAY SECURE
HEALTH.
xl L l.

By Dio Lews, M.D.

No other complete
opportunities for the enltivation of high
The
morning is given to exercise and study,

man has such

health as the average clergyman,

the afternoon to social calls among his
people, the evening to a lecture, an en-
tertainment or a social gathering,

I will describe a reasonable clergy-
man’s oceupations during sixteen of the
twenty-four honrs, It is the ideal life,
physiologically considered.

He rises at six, and spends an hour
walking about quietly, or, if a vigorous
man, at work in his garden, or walking
a mile ont into the suburbs to eall on
some poor family, and speak a hasty
word of morning cheer. At half-past
seven he sits down to his breakfust of
oatmeal, Graham bread and baked pota-
toes, with a cup of wenk coffee, At
breakfast he chats with his wife about
her plans for the day, and with his
children touching their school work.
Then to his study, where from nine to
one he works with prodigious energy.

At one he comes out to ‘*dear” his
wife a while, offering to give such atten-
tion to her duties as love may suggest.
Then they sit down to their lunch,
which consists of Graham bread, with
a little fruit, and a cup of weak tea; or,
if he is a strong man, with good diges-
tion, he may add a slice of cold beef or
mutton, with a boiled potato.

Now, with his wardrobe freshened,
he goes this way a mile, or the other
way two miles, to call upon the cross-
est and most disagreeable of his parish-
ioners. The patience and forbearance
requisite to such calls are a source of
courage and health,

At six o'clock, if he lives in a com-
munity where a late dinner is the cus-
tom, he will return to his home to take
the prineipal meal of the day, or, per-
chance, accompanied by his wife, will
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dine with a rich parishioner, shunning
all the desserts,

The evening is given to conversation,
music, games, a lecture, or ealls upon
some of the sick and weary of his peo-
ple.  Visits to the sick are particularly
health-giving, because they call for the
exercise of cheerfulness and courage,
which help in developing a vital man-
hood. Doctors get their superior vital-
ity from this source,

Before going to bed the clergyman
takes upon his head a leather bag, con-
taining fifty pounds of sand; and, hold-
ing his chin close to his neck, keeps
his spine ereet, and walks about with
this bag npon his head ten or fifteen
minutes, If a very strong man, he may
make the weight seventy-five pounds,
This exercise will strengthen his spine,
chest and voice, and contribute, in a
very wonderful and almost inexplicable
way, to a large vitality. After laying
down the bag, he will exercise with In-
dian clubs until his shoulders, back,
arms and chest have got all they can
bear., Then he retires in a well-ven-
tilated room, in a bed two and a half feel

ride, before ten o'clock, and sleeps
cight hours,

Pulpit Treatment,

[Jax.

I have devoted a long life to the study
of physical health, and I declare that th
clergymun  enjoys ideal conditions,
With such rare opportunities for higl,
physical force, if he is weak he may
seck the cause in table abuses.

In my next I will venture some plain
statements about the clergyman’s tabl
habits. His temp ations in this direc-
tion are exceptionally strong, and but
for his life in the region of highest
motives, I should speak with but little
hope.  No other men are so alive to the
appeals of conscience. In the world of
duty they live and move and have thei
being. In presenting my views and
advice I only need to command their
confidence. I must avoid all approach
to exiremes, and base my suggestions
upon common sense. Then I shall not
speak in vain.

In the brief papers to follow this
one I shall take the liberty to treat
somewhat in detail subjects here only
touched upon other important
means to a vigorous bodyand a cheer-
ful temper; all of which I shall sub-
mit with the hope that I may con-
tribute a real service to health and
happiness.

and

o -

LIVING ISSUES FOR PULPIT TREATMENT.

“ I never think I have hit hard unless it rebounds,

~SAMUEL JOHNSON,

“ That ws never oo often said which @ never sufficiently learned.” —SYRUS,

The Common School.

And gave to the disciples to set before the
wmultitude,  And they did eat and were
all filled. —Luke ix: 16, 17,

Rica and poor alike were fed by the
same hands, and with the same bread.
No distinetion was made between Phari-
see and Scribe, Publican and sinner,
All participated in the distribution, and
were ‘“‘filled.” This is God's method,
alike in natureand in grace. The com-
mon school system aims at this in satis-
fying the wants of the mind.

Hence the common school sys'em should
he made universal, It is the bulwark of
our democracy; the corner-stone of lib-
erty. It regards all as equal —rich and
poor alike. Its atmosphere is deadly to
an aristocracy, except it be an aristoc-

racy of intelligence and virtue. The
school should be planted in every ham-
let, east and west, north and south.

Attendance should be compulsory. Every
man a voter, carries with it, as a corol-
lary, Every man an edueated man. The
ballot in the hands of ignorance is a
coustant peril. The State must exer-
cise the right of self-preservation, and
hence the right to educate the citizen,
Every c¢hild from seven to fifteen years
of age should be imperatively required
to attend school. Compulsory educa-
tion has made Germany the best edu-
cated nation 1n the world.

Our common school system must
quarded agunst all dangers.

1. From the danger arising from infidel
aftacks. These attacks are made be-
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tion in the schools. No Bible, no God,
says the infidel, are to be tanght the
children,

Everything religious must
be

eliminated from the text-books,
They forget that this nation is a Chris.
tian nation, and been from its
toundation, Puritan and Huguenot blood
and faith and principles planted and
nursed and gave it shape, We will not,
dare not, turn our backs on God, and
fling away the Bible—the world's Mag-
wt Charte of rights
infidels.

has

to please a few

9

From the danger arising from the
attacks of  Romanists—this, ostensibly,
because there is so little veligion taught,
Romanists are becoming arrogant,
Hitherto they Lave chiefly worked on
the nndermining process; but they are
becoming bold,and begin to use the lan-
guage of threats, They demand that
their sectarian schools shall share in the
School Fund, i, e., be supported by the
State, in diveet contravention of con-
stitutional law, And if the Romanist
way make this elaim, the Episcopal, the
Presbyterian, the Lutheran, and other
seets, with equal show, may claim the
state aid for their parochial schools,
md that would be the end of the com-
won school system, Monseignenr Capel
ccently said that “ by the utterance of
word” Catholic schools wounld be

sarted in every parish, and then he

“Do you suppose some millions of
pople are going to pay taxes twice
ver—once for their own schools, and
wain for Protestant schools, from which
tiey get no benefit?  If it isn’t a down-
nght fight, it will be at least the warlike
undition—a million or two of voting,
ux-paying citizens hostile to the gov-
tmment,”

To this arrogant threat the Chicago
Tiibune replies:

“The monseigneur has not been in
‘s conntry a long time, but he has
«0 here long enough to have known
lut the Catholic clergy cannot carry
it his demands until they have eap-
‘red State governments and changed
‘e State constitutions, which forbid
4 appropriations of public revenue
Adtaxes for the support of sectarian
“Lools, or for any other sectarian pur-

canse there is 8o mueh religions instruc-

WHICH
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pose,  Where will they begin?
State of New York, where they
strongest ?

In the

are the
They would be defeated by
300,000 majority on that issne, They
would be defeated in the cities—in New
York, where they are the strongest; in
Chicago,where they are next in strength,
in Boston, in Philadelphia, Baltimore;
San Francisco, Pittsburg, St. Lonis and
everywhere else by overwhelming ma-
jorities,  Such a sectarian invasion
of republican institutions and prece-
dents would unite the members of
every Protestant sect, the people who
belong to no sects, the liberal Catholies
born in this country, who persist in
sending their children to onur people’s
schools, with a solid phalanx that would
crush out these un-American preten-
sions at the first blow, so they would
never again be heard from.”

True to the letter, «* Hands off " must
be our motto, The fight is before us,
Let it the the better,
Public opinion must be enlightened.
The designs of this enemy of civil and
religions liberty the world over, must
be exposed.

come sooner

No diserimination must
beallowed between Romanists and Prot-
estants.  Protestantism asks no favors
from the Government, and is deter-
mined that none shall be granted to its
adversary,

The Guilt and Danger of Reading Infide],
Fictitious and Impure Works.
By tae Lare M. W, Dwienr, D, D.,
Broogrys,

Many also of them which used curious arts
brought their books together and burned
thewn before all men ; and they counted
the price of them, and found il fifty thou-
sand pieces of silver.—Acts xix: 19,

Cease, my son, to hear the instruction that
causeth to err from the words of knowl-
edye,—Prov, xix: 27,

Tre oldest library we know of in
history bore on the front of it this in-
seription, *“ Food for the Mind.” This

is what books were designed to be; and
it is only when they bear this character
that they can be used with safety,

I. LET US NOTE SOME CLASSES OF BOOKS

ARE SOURCES OF CORRUPTION, 1,

Those that wage open warfare against re-
ligion,

Many of this class are written
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a solemn rebuke to those who, for pul
try gain, wiite, print and sell infide]
and impure works, which they know
are adapted to waste the time, pervert
the tastes, corrupt the morals and ruin
the souls of men. 2. It solemnly urges
upon parents and instroctors of youth
the duty of seeing that they are amyply
supplied with proper *““food for ths
mind,” and never indunlge with such us

with ability, are specions, misleading,
and  almost sure to corrupt religions
principles, and fill the heart with bitter-
ness. 2. The licentious and impure, While
not written with the same avowed de-
sign, they are more hurtful to society.
For

Ervors in the life breed errors in the brain;
And these reciprocally those again.,

Some of this class are the vehicles of

grossest impurity;others, like the sheet tend to corrupt and destroy.

let down before Peter, are full of all 5l
| manner of beasts, but the unclean Honest Wages. I
3 prevail. Genius is perverted from its Is it for the oxen that God cavell, o 0
3 high office. Fielding, Smollet, Sterne,  sailth he it altogether  for owr sahe? a
R Moore, Byron are proud names in the I Cor. ix:10, le
‘; literary annals of the world; but in- Paul finds a moral meaning in the Jaw a
f% stead of **food for the mind ™ they bt that forbids muzzling the ox that hi
g winister poison to the heart. 3. Works  treadeth out the corn. The sower and pe
A of imagination and fiction. In this wein-  the reaper should have hope in sowing pr
clude novels and plays. Not all of and in rveaping. The right heve lud thy
them, for some of this classare pure and  down is one of the most sacred in ony En
good. But the mass of them fail to  world, viz.* the right to eat the fruit of fee
beget hatred of sin and love of virtue, our labor. Every man has this right, dea
They inflame evil passions, vitiate true It is a flagrant impiety to starve the the
tastes,corrupt sound morals, and create laborer who produces wealth.  Gol trer
false, pernicious ideals and types of life,  protects the **dumb-driven cattl aloy
II. Consiper mow THESE SEVERAL  Men are of more value that sparrows or phil
CLASSES OF BOOKS WORK SUCH EVIL, i oxen, Just wages are as sacred as com
They waste much precioustime, 2. They  religion. It isoneof the solemn daties plan
create a disrelish for sevious reading, Good  of the Church to protect the wages of of th
and pure and truthful books become the poor, and to bind this obligation on susta
insipid, dull, intolerable to the con- the conscience of the mnation, She philo
stant readers of such classes as we have  must stand between the strong anl Profo
condemned. 3. They inevitably vader-  the weak ; see that no wrong is done t tles @
mine the principles of morality, individual — any class, especially to the helpless Were )
and social, and thereby corrupt the The laws of political economy ure to b to be
fountain of virtne. 4. They war against  regulated by God’'s moral law. ** He saith inlear
the spiritual interest of the sou!, and it for our sake.,” He burdens om “the s
thereby destroy for eternity as well as  conscience with the duty of secing to I{“s g
for time. it that he that thresheth shall “thresh tightee
Concruston. 1. Qur subject furnishes  in hope of partaking.” ‘ud of
- the egg
- formuly
SERMONIC CRITICISM. spired
Strong argument may be worked in fire as well as in frost.~JouN FOSTER, h‘ﬂuyst
ARGUMENTATIVE PREACHING, —By this  argumentative on the day of Pentecost, truth, 7
we mean direct logical appeals to the when he brought home to his promis 10 trangy
understanding, the reasoning faculty in  cuons andience the murder of Jesus. the sphg
man, and to the moral sense as well. The Reformers, who broke the slumber $phere of
Paul was argumentative in his masterly of ages and resurrected the Clurch: braces hj,
defence before Felix when he *reasoned  the Puritan divines of England and of d pregg
of righteousness and temperance and  New England, who laid the foundations
of the aggressive Church of moder Tag py,

the judgment to come.” Peter was
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times, were allargumentative preachers.
They forged and wielded the mighty
weapons of reason, drawn from and
sharpened and burnished by the Word
of God, with prodigious effect. Jon-
athan Edwards was a case in point.
We read his csrmons with awe, for he
speaks, not as one who sings a pleasant
song, but inthe name of Him who says,
** Preach the preaching that I bid thee,”
Thereisthat in his sermons which press-
es us, pursues us, and will not let us go.
His confessed power is simply the power
of God's truth, plainly, clearly, logic-
ally, faithfully set forth, and the intel-
lect and the conscience are impressed
and stirred. Moved and convinced by
his argnment, we cannot resist his ap-
peals to the heart. No sermon ever
preached was more argnmentative than
the one he read from manuseript at
Enfield on the text, “In due time their
feet shall slide,” at a time of extreme
deadness to religion; and yet under it
the pillars of the church seemed to
tremble, and the whole audience wept
alond, The apostle who confuted the
philosophers of Greece, and converted
courtiers in Ceesar's household, and
planted churches in the leading cities
of the Roman empire, was not afraid of
sustained argnment, abstruse and even
philosophical preaching, as his logical,
profound and masterly-reasoned epis-
tles demonstrate. His words, at times,
were hard to be understood and liable
to be wrested by the unstable and the
unlearned; but those same epistles are
“the strong meat” of the Word, which
las given strength to the Church these
cighteen hundred years, and will to the
end of the world. In striving against
the essential doctrines of the faith, as
formulated and set forth by this in-
spired preacher, we feel that we are
really striving against God, the author of
trath, The effect of strong argument *‘is
to transfer the reasoner’'s appeal from
the sphere of his own opinions to the
sphere of divine inspiration,and he who
braces himself against this appeal strikes
wd presses against a brazen wall.”

ToE PREACHER'S ADVANTAGE,—Neither

Sermonic
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the forum nor the bar equals the pul-
pit in scope and weight of thought, or in
the possibilities of effects and resunlts,
Burke's peroration to his address on
the memorable trial of Warren Hastings
before the English Parliament; Brough-
am’s, at the conclusion of the trial of
Queen Caroline; and Daniel Webster's
speech inthe Senate of the United States,
in reply to Haynes, were illustrions oc-
casions; and these masters of forensic
eloquence made the most of them, and
the world has ever since justly rung
with their praises. And yet every
preacher of ““Christ and him erucified,”
every time he stands up in the pulpit
and delivers God's message to a com-
pany of immortal souls, bound to eter-
nity and the judgment, stands on
higher vantage-ground than even they,
and has the opportunity of producing re-
sults grander and more enduring. The
scene of Paul's masterly defence before
King Agrippa, and especially when, at
the climax of his oratory, he hifted up
his hands, bound in fetters, and eried,
* Except these bonds;” as well as the
scene of his oration on Mar's Hill to
the Athenian philosophers; and that of
Luther's sublime utterance at the Diet
of Worms, facing the hostile powers of
earth and hell, *Here T stand; I cannot
do otherwise, God helping me !"—were
scenes never equaled in moral grandeur
or in scenic effect, in forum or senate,
The business of the preacher is grander
than any other business on earth: he
is both an advocate and a senator. And
the words of that prince of homiletie
writers on this point, Vinet, are preg-
nant with meaning: *‘Let your pulpits
be to you alternately a tribune and a
bar; let your words be an action directed
o an immediate object; let not your hear-
ers come to hear a discourse so much
as to receive a message. Possess your-
selves, possess them, of all the advan-
tages which pertain to the subjects of
the pulpit. Your eloquence has more
artless aspects, and more vivid tints,
than that of the senate or the bar;
nothing condemns it to abstraction ;
everything impels it toward

sensibly

facts.”




Keep 1N THE Ranks.—Says an old
writer: “ Soldiers, if they fight well,
must keep their ranks; let the thonghts
of my mind keep their ranks.”
important practical rule, both in pre-
paring and preaching sermons,
is constantly violated, often by those
from whom we might expect better
things. You can scarcely hear or read
a sermon in which you do not find the
ranks all broken, and a soldier here
and another there fighting on his own
hook. There is no sign of rigid disei-
pline;no orderly procession of thoughts;
no conecentration of strength; no unity
of purpose. It is a hurly-burly fight.
The fire is so scattering and aimless as
to do little or no execution,

An Ineffective Qutline,
The following brief of a sermon has

been submitted to us for eriticism:
Lire Brooyinag Forever.
The tneard man is rencwed day by day. —
2 Cor, iv: 16,

1. The outward man’s aspeet of life has
its bloom and harvest, but the view soon
durkens into winter shadows and deso-
lation. Whoever looks steadily on that
aspect and sees no other, must grow
into despairing thoughts and feelings
about humanity. The large-minded
agnosties are children of despair.

2. The inward man's aspect of life pre-
sents no dark and icy winter to the eye
of the soul. It is an ever-green and
ever-blooming landscape. The inner
life is perpetually in blossom. As in
tropic lands the same stalk ecarries
ripened fruit and puts forth the flower
of fruit that is to be, so, in the life of
the soul, flowering and harvesting go
on forever,

3. Renewed day by day.

This is the consolation which God
gives us when we are weak, dying, be-
reaved, Our life, the life of our be-
loved, is only half in shadow; its other
hemisphere basks in sunshine, and is
buried in spiritual bloom,

We have space but for a word:

1. The imagery used, by way of illus-
tration, is not well chosen. It is not
that used by the apostle, and is not so
apt and striking. *“ Wherefore™ (be-
cause of the abounding grace cited in
his argnment), “we fainf not; but

240 Sermonic Criticism.

A very  notbloom —“ever-green and ever:
ing landscape "—but life, the life of th
But it  sonl, perennial, perpetual life, ‘““unto

the glory of God.” No fainting,
caying, no falling away under

LJav.

thongh our outward man 1s decayiny,
vet our inward man is renewed day by
day. For,” ete. The radical idea here is
~blooin-

, no de-
“afflic

tion,” beeause of the vital union of th.
spiritnal man to Christ, and a constunt
looking at eternal things, which know

no deeay or change.

2, The first divis-

ion is not called for; it is not pertinent
to the text, which refers only to th

“imwoard” man. If desirable

to refer

to the “ontward " man, and the “out-
ward aspeets of life,” it should be only

in the way of contrast, barely

touched

upon in the introductory part of th
discourse, 3. The strong points of the

text are not stated at all or de
The treatment is superficial.

effective sermon would not be t
mate outcome of the skeleton,

A ““GrAND SERMON,"—It was

veloped,
strong,

he legi

]ll'lau"m d

by one who is well known as an abl

thinker and accomplished

scholar,

He marshaled forth to the defence of
Christian doctrine Paul, Justin Martyr,
Clement, Chrysostom, Augustine, Mil-
ton, and even Plato, and then spoke 1n
seathing scorn of Huxley, Darwin and

the other *““modern thinker

the service I heard several g

" After
raired

veterans enthusinstically declare it was
a “grand sermon;” but I don't believe
it. In fact, T feel pretty positive that
that ““grand sermon” did more harm
than good,and for this reason: It left one
with the impression that the contest
was simply between the living and the
dead; between the Christian fathers of

centuries ago, and the me
ruling the nineteenth century world of

n who are

thought. With such an impression,
where would a young man's sympathies

irresistibly draw him ?
preacher tacitly conceded

When the
that Hux-

ley, Darwin, el al. are “our modemn
thirkers,” he made a concession
false as it was ruinous to the effects he

labored to produce,

W. E.J.
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Hints at the Meaning of Tixts.

HINTS AT THE MEANING OF TEXTS.

““ Take heed that you measure not your love to truth by your opposition wnto error." —J ACKSON

A true brave word spoken on carth is heard in heaven,”

Christian Culture.
Tue DeaprLy VIPER.

Howbeit he shook: off the beast into the fire
and tooke no harm.—Acts xxviii: 5,

Tuere are a great many vipers in the
world to-day—vipers with deadly poi-
son in their fangs, ready to fasten on
the hand of any Chrjstian man or wo-
man who “gathers a bundle of sticks,”
i, €., has to do with secular affairs,

1. There is the viper to which the
business man is exposed. How many
hands, busy in trade and merchandise
and stocks, that old serpent, the devil,
fastens on, and will not let go! If
he does not kill them outright with his
poisonous principles and maxims and
deceits and temptations, he at least
wounds their honor and peace of mind,
and usefulness and Christian standing.
Shake off the viper into the fire, man of
business! Hesitate not, or you are a
dead man!

2. The viper of indifference has fast-
ened itself on the hand of very many
nominal Christians. * Woe unto them
that are at ease in Zion!" And how
wany there are, and what peril they are
in! “T would thou wert cold or hot;
50, then, because thou art lIukewarm,
wd neither cold nor hot, I will spew
thee out of my mouth,”

3. Unbelief is a viper the most venomous
of them all.
God's Word, as many do, is to uncover
inest of vipers and lie down in the
nidst of them. * An evil heart of un-
belief” is everywhere manifesting it-

1. The viper of prejudice. Prejudice,
vhen it becomes deeply seated—gets
irm hold of a man—is a terrible power,
imost malign influence, and if he do
Wtshake it off into the fire,it will poison
lis life, warp his judgment, and kill his
afuence, How intense is the power

Ltters theological and ecclesiastical !

like hers?

cration, social dissipation at the theater,
are vipers of the deadliest sort. Few
escape on whom they once fasten, Their
sting is deadly.

Shakeoff into the fire, O man, woman,
that venomous serpent which has wrig-
gled itself out of ““the bundle of sticks
you have gathered,” and fastened on
your hand; or, as sure as the wrges of
sinis death, you are doomed, and that
speedily!

Tae Divine MoTHERHOOD.
BY DAVID THOMAS, D.D,

As one whom his mother comforteth, so will

I comfort you. —Isa. lxvi: 13,

There is need of all human relation-

ships combined to reveal God. His
love transcends them all; hence we turn
reverently, without hesitation, to con-
template the motherliness of God,

The relation is marked by—
I. CLOSEST INTIMACY,

Thechild’s life is part of the mother’s,

We are God's oftspring: ** All my springs
are in Thee,”

I1. INTENSE INDIVIDUALISM,
The mother individualizes her child,

Among a thousand voices she would
recognize her child’'s, *We donot live in
crowds to God,
of His vast family,
nalizes the mother.

from the beginning what no other being
To reject and cast away  is.

He knoweth each child
The child individ-
Your mother is

Whose voice, touch, smile, are eve
“Our own God.”

III. UNWEARIED CARE,
Active and anxious in infancy and
youth, she yearns fondly over her child’s
self, manhood or womanhood; lives

reigns in the heart till the mother her-
self dies.

child "

IV. SACRIFICIAL LOVE,

and

“Can a woman forget her
She may, yvet will not God,

God only knows how much toil, how
many tears, aching and broken hearts,

make up the holocaust of the motherly
i prejudice in social life, in polities, in  love of our race.

“In all their afflic-

tions He was afflicted.” In Jesus Christ
5. Evil - habits, such as gambling,

) we see how, with infinitely sacrificial
tnkenness, tippling, Sabbath dese- love, God gives Himself for as,

i

3
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long to the physical nniverse and to the
smallest events in the kingdom of
providence, will surely not overlook or
fail the Christian in things of greater
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Max's PRECIOUSNESS IN Gop's SIGHT.

The very hairs of your head are all num-
bered,—Matt. x: 30,

He whose knowledge and eare extend

to the minutest atoms in things that be-

PREACHERS EXCHANGING VIEWS.
He that s first in s own canse seemeth just, but his neighbor cometh and searcheth him.—PROVERDS
A msqumd Text" 2 c°r. iv: 3. At the close of his visit healways gave an ex-
- ¢ . AL act and minute account of the crucifixion—I
[ rave h"f‘n "“u'lf interested in *‘Mis- think always, and in the same terms, It was a
quoted Scriptures,” by Dr. Chambers,  pere appeal to physical sympathy, awful but

and would like myself to call attention  not winning, When he stood before us, and
lifting his hands almost to the ceiling, said

to what seems to me a mistranslation
and a misapprehension of a very famil- " Andso they reared Him up,” it scemed as if
ol Asadiass The authorized wversion he described the catastroplie of the world not
ur passage. 1 1e I € ers. its redemption.
venders 2 Cor. iv: 3, ““If our Gospel be And in saying this he strikes the key
hid, it is h}(l to tlu-'m that n}‘1<' lusl',‘m note of many a minister's lack of
whom thtf God of this \\mhl.‘ ete, The greater power. Hopefulness, I am per-
new version makes no material change,  gyaded, is the seeret of that indefinable
;‘"‘: :"l;l”'; “““';"i"‘;: ;“;:‘l'\“"ff ('“”:tn;‘l’:"' power of magnetism possessed in such
nentaries to whie ave access e, lﬂ' " a > " " .
different degrees by men of equal
3 o v 1 3 ree 'S e e
But in my Jll]'dg““lllt .““' ('“'lk dol”' ability,  Spurgeon, Beecher, Collyer,
not require this rendering, nor does the " e snoa ¢ : e
connection justify it. Paul had just :::::t utl‘;:; ;‘h:.“mt:i ::,I.,:;l,‘l]h‘,‘\l,l‘::;:{:h
been speaking of that which veils (con- pvrlniln of the ane wan-that m‘;rn l"“i
ceals) the Gospel to the Jewish mind. Sk ! \'nionru:\r Trath. who has
s Wheresoever Moses is read a veil lieth pgras, o .
upon their hearts.” “Until this very ::I:;‘Il.'?”m‘:l“:l::dm:,ui:\l:li‘l(:lm]M:;,‘f;li.!“I‘
(lll:y "t rr.'u‘llmg o t.h“ t(l'm <'nl\."(‘-tnulnAt: graduate of Andover or Princeton might
the same veil remaineth unlifted, A
X envy her the electric influence she ex-
:“fw' he sn_\"s, 'If()'|1|'1-<vl<!»e,ll»<- ,“”llc;l’ erted even over the highly cultured
b 1‘.4 veiled '-’{ the ”“_”y's] e Ll"]”""l' t,l” andience. What was her secret? It
{:]Iu,rl; llh-]‘ God ]“' f(”““ “lmI" S was indicated in her famous question of
inded the minds of the unbelieving. F : §
“rederick Douglass, when, before a lurge
This is as ::lw‘x|||1||f|txcul as tl;v Olh!'l", for audience, he was portraying in despair-
‘rois arollvudvors’ and ‘ois’, are . . . PN s alive
neuter as well as maseunline, and * &»’ ing words “,“ drn!.m.’ltl(.)u ke dbye
has thi a8 . f its unwt, T T e “Frederick,” interrupted the
i o :;')“ St ’“ ) Aq'.n s old woman in thrilling tones, *is God
y ssnge o i - iy 2 F Sy
AR PEgo i B 1 dead ?” Her faith in God was of the
the head, and

moment.

meanings,
fect hunnon’.;l\\'ltrh \V.l:l'll 'Ih(;"],"mfle l:xlut Yoaxt as wéll as of
10 Levitieal AW WS 1@y op sublime hopefulness followed as

just said.
Says Emerson,

t(.l‘ung \\';nchll)lu]]llwl ltln- -]luw-x ](n the & Satiar of oontes,
o v b i - o
'm‘." ol Il:t,l.ll‘“' tfm"hll “.ml,' ““ B wwe judge of a man’s wisdom by bis
pll:“m:f "lw""' bi R ”ln"hu sn:\.s,l "“t} Lope, knowing that the perception of
L NS S e Perist - 10 ) e inexhaustibleness of mature is an
hide the Gospel from them. Satan | " And Matthew Ar-
kes nse of those very things to blind immortal youth, And Matthow -
Jm— -+ nold, declaring in his recent lecture

the unbelieving. § & Fons, that Emerson's essays are the most in-
Charleston, 1. ) portant work done in prose in our lan-
The Gospel of Hope. guage and century, adds, “l{nppinvff

and eternal hope—that was Emersons

IN his recent autobiography, Dr. 3
gospel,” A despairing Christian—what

Dewey, speaking of Dr. Judson, min- :
a varadox! A minister who sees only

gles with his praise this statement:
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the darkness in the west, but wits not
of the dawn flushing the east—what a
weakling ! G. L P

Waiting Until After the Benediction.

“Orperny,” in the October Homr-
veric MoxtuLy, page 62, asks for a
remedy for his congregation’s using the
time of the last verse of the hymnor of
the Doxology in which to put on over-
coats, rubbers, ete,

I would suggest asking the choir to
stop singing until the people get on
{beir coats, ete,, and then finish the
bymn. Or, let him begin putting on
lis own coat and rubbers, and with one
arm in, and one arm out, and half way

Poor in Ounr Cities.”  Yonr brave, true
words apply elsewhere than in onr cities
—in the mining regions of Pennsyl-
vania I know they have special applica-
tion, Alas! that the Church so often
puts her refuse talent to work in such
regions, There are not many Judsons
in the ministry, it may be, to stir up
enthusiasm and bring in the needed
funds., Still there are men of deep
piety and earnest views and the mis-
sionary spirit, who are willing t work
in these hard and destitute fields, If
the Church will only ““hold the rope,”
the men will not Le wanting willing to
go downinto the darkest mines of igno-
rance, the deepest pits of vice and de-
pravity; if the Chureh will supply the
menns the laborers will be fortheoming
to minister among the poor and the
laboring clusses everywhere, in city and
country. While doing so much for the
heathen abroad, what are we doing for
the masses outside of our churchgoing
population at home? There are mil-
lions of souls living in our favored
land to-day as ignorant of Christ and
as far from life as any part of heathen-
dom, and they are, for the most part,
accessible, and wherein wise and earn-
est-effort is put forth to reach and raise
them, signal success follows, I pray
God that your earnest utterance may
help to stir the Church to new life and
new and more earnest endeavors in this
line. J. M. S,
Greemeich, N. J.

of down the pulpit stairs, pronounce the
o shortest of benedictions and then start
le for the door. It would be unseemly
\" wd undignified, but the congregation
“ wonld be enabled to see themselves as
b others see them, and one lesson, Tthink,
i vould be enongh, W. F. W,
:"‘ “J, W, P." writes that he has found
= the following conrse beneficial: Tt is my
w mstom to look at the people, and if I
2 liscoverany unusual stir at the close of
Wt te last hymn, T wait until quiet is re-
4 sored before pronouncing the benedic-
o ton, Waiting a few times has cured
It the evil,
of .-
The Gospel and the Poor,
ire Froxt my heart’s depths I thank you
\We bryour urticle, **'The Gospel and the
ihe -
wod
the g " "
\ SELF-DENTAL."—A.: Are you quite
‘”‘\ ire that the reason you gave for your
“';L leep-scated " repugnance to riches is
i e correct one?  May not the words of
of I:'r\l Bacon letin alittle light: ““Those
i # tespise riches who despair of them.”
Ar- ‘R, E, L"—~What nation was the
are it to embrace Christianity? Was it
ime Ut Rome, ander the Emperor Con-
lane fntine? A.: No. In 276 A.D., before
1688 W accession of Constantine, we find
on's Ut Christianity was the religion of
fhat L king, nobles, and people of Arme-

. The Christians were then a perse-

QUERIES AND ANSWERS.

ented seet in Rome, Armenia, there-
fore, was the first, as a nation, to adopt
the Christian religion,

“Ecoresiast,” - Did not Plato gain
part of his knowledge concerning the
nature of God from the Jews? A.: Jo-
sephus affirms that he did, and that
statement was credited by the early
Clristiann fathers, Gibbon, however,
states that *this vain opinion cannot
be reconciled with the obscure state
and unsocial manners of the Jewish
people, whose Scriptures were not ac-
cessible to Greek curiosity till more
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than one hundred years after the death
of Plato.” (Gibbon's “ Rome,” Vol. I1.,
foot-note on page 300.)

“ SrupeNt.”"—What do you deem the
best style or method of preaching ? - A,
There are many styles and methods of
sermonizing and preaching, and mani-
fold standards of judging of their ex-
cellence,  But there is one infallible
test which may be applied to them all,
Rowland Hill tersely expresses it, when
he says *That preaching is always best
which best answers the end of preach-
ing."  And again, with equal truthful-
ness, ** Better a thonsand times have
the simplicity of Peter than the elo-
quence of a Longinus, if we are but
made useful to the sonls of our fellow
ereatures.,” A stammering tongue, a
faulty rhetorie, the homeliest thoughts
and illustrations, if they but serve to
drive the arrow home and win sonls to
Christ, are infinitely preferable to gen-
ius, eloquence, the choicest gifts, which
prove barren of lasting and saving
results,

“Merempsycrosis,” —Is the doctrine
of metempsychosis taught in the nerra-
tive in which the disciples asked of
Christ, *“Who did in, this man, or his
parents, that he was born blind ?” (John
ix: 2,) The blindness could not have
resulted from the man's own sinning,
unless he had sinned in a previous ex-
istence.  A.: It is more than probable
that the disciples, in common with al-
most the whole ancient world, believed
the doetrine of repeated incarnations.
The lnnguage quoted above would im-
ply this belief on their part: but this
proves nothing touching Christ’s belief.
His answer was direct to the question.
He repudiated their notion as to the
cause of the man's blindness, It was
for the glory of God, and not because
of sin. Christ’s silence eannot be con-
strued into acquiescence. There were
many errors in the world which He did
not expose, many truths He did not
declare. The time had not yet come
for a full revelation. “When he, the
Spirit of truth, is come, be shall guide
you into all truth,” (John xvi: 13.)

“I. L. G."—8hould the Church re-

ceive support from the ungodly 7~ \
Why not? The motive, the principl
of the giver, may not be to honor Gog
You may lament the fact; but who s
made you a judge? May not the Lol
nse the gift to His glory, as He oftin
uses the wicked to accomplish His puy
poses?  Is it not better that the uncon.
verted spend of their substance to build
churches and help support preaching to
endow humane and benevolent institu.
tions, and send the Gospel to the hea-
then, than to hoard or waste it? Ap
they not more likely to become intor
ested in spiritual things by so doing?
Would you refuse a reputable s
subscription to a good eause becuns
you adjudged him yet in his sins; or
refuse his hiring and paying for a pow
in the church for himself and family
or decline his offering when the plat

is passed around? It would be abso-
lutely impracticable to shut out from
the Lord's treasury the gifts of non-
Chirvistians; and we see no good rewson
for it, or law requiring it,

“W, E.8."—Can you inform mec who
were eligible as members of the Jewish
Sanhbedrim at the time of Christ? Were
they appointed ov elected, and, if so, hy
whom ?—A. The origin of this body is
traced in the Mishna to the seventy
elders, whom Moses (Num., xi: 161 was
directed to associate with him in the
government of Israel. It consisted of
chief priests,or the heads of twenty-four
classes into which the priests were di-
vided,elders,men of age and experience,
and scribes, lawyers and others learned
in the Jewish law, (Matt, xxvi
Mark xv:1: Luke xxii:06; Acts v:2
The president of this assembly wis
styled * prince” or ** chief,” and wus
chosen on account of his eminence in
worth and wisdom., Generally this pre-
cminence was accorded to the high-
priest (Matt. xxvi: 62). The wmode of
choice or election, is matter of con
jecture. Both as a judicial and admin-
istrative court it was supreme in matters
civiland religions, But when Christ was
arraigned before the body, its power to
inflict capital punishment had been
taken away by the Roman emperor,
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HELPFUL DATA IN CURRENT LITERATURE.

Luruen
temporary Re

By James Anthony Fronde, Con
s, it Retectic Magazin
PPe Such a subject, in the hands of

a writer and historian as Fronde

(Oet,), 25
ciinent
,cannot fail to
be intensely interesting, both to the theologian
Ath
of the life and times of the

and the general reader, rongh knowledgo

it Reformer, and

awmastery of the seience of history and of the nse

of the English tongue, fit him specially for the
serviee he here renders, The picture he gives
us of Luther and his work, and the Reformation,
of which he was the central vand chiet
tuetor, is very vivid and geaphie, and has never
been equaled in the swme space. Wo cannot re
e from gquoting his elosing wor “Nothing
remains to be said,  Philosophic historians tell

ng that Luther succeeded because he enme in

the fullness of tiime, beeanse the age was ripe for
Lim, becanse forees were at work which would
Lave brought about the same changes it he had
never been born, Some change th

have been, but not the same,

might
The forces com
putable by philosophy can destroy, but they
cannot e The false spivitnal despotism
have fallen
But a lie may perish
and no living beliet may rvise again ont of the
mly out
lieving human soul, and that any faith, any
piety, isalive now in Enrope, evendn the Roman

which dominated  Enrvope wonld
trom its own hollowness,
ruins,

A living belief can ri w be

Chnreh itself, whose insolent hypoerisy he hum
bled into shame, is due in large measure to the
poor miner's son who was born in a Saxon vil
lage 400 years ago,"”

SOCTOLOGY ANDCHRISTIAN Misstons, By George
Mooar, D.D. Bib Sacra (October), 13 pp. Herbert
spencer’s work on Sociology is worthy the atten-
tion of clergymen.  He cannot write,
without showing his hostility to rveligion,  He
says: “ Each system of dogmatie theology, with
the sentiments that gather around it, becomes

however,

an impediment in the way of social science, The
sympathies drawn out toward one ereed, and
the correlative antipathies aroused by other
creeds, distort the interpretations of all the
associated facts.”  And yet the immense arrvay
of sociologieal facts given inhis works furnishes
evidenee of his obligations to men who have
wissionary fields,  Ellis, Krapf,
Moffatt, Livingstone, Willinms and others, have
supplied data of the highest worth,  Infidel
seience seems incapable of doing justice to Chris-
tianity. The whole subject is ably handled in
Dr, Mooar's article.

ORIGINAL
MENT,

labored —in

DOCUMENTS OF THE NEW A
By Prof. J. Rendell Harris,
(December), 6 pp.

The Century
A brief but scholarly paper,
giving the results of modern investigations in
reference to the original sources of the New
Testament text, As every scholar knows, the
Vatican and the Tischendorf MSS, are the chief
withorities in determining doubtful passages.
But against this course violent protests are

periodieally made Without entering into the
avena of this contlict, Prof, Harvis virtaally puts
into the witness hox the very seribes who wrot
fhe MSS,, and makes them tell what it was that
they really copicd trom in preparing the mag
nificent velluz hooks of the fourth century (th
two MSS. numed), the text of which
older than the

written, and cannot e far vemoved

is admitted

to be much vellum on which
they are
from the antographs themselves,

MORALITY AND RELIGION, A Rymiposinm, By
Prof. A, AL Nurth

Amerwan Bevww (Deceinber), 1B pp. The former

A Kidder and Hodge,
argues to show that religions belief has no neces-
sary connection with moral conduet, and henee
the Chureh has no vight to cast re I upon
Sunbelievers, in other words, the man who is
rooted and grounded in

more likely tol

religions faith is no
ul o dite of vietue and righteons
ness than the wan who rejects the dominant
beliet of the Churvel, Men **an

worse  fi

no better or
believing or not believing.”  The
weakness of the showing s simply astounding.  Dr
Hodge's veply is annihilating,  He confines him
self to three points of the indictment. 1. It the
term “infidel " be o oach,” Christianity is
not responsible for the *

ey
unpleasant sugges

tions " itawakens, 2 That men of high eulture

are everywhere loxing faith in the Bible is false,
S That the power of Christianity as a living
system of faith is visibly declining is the ve-

verse of the truth, The areay of statistics he

gives on this last point is highly encouraging,
and proves the growth of Christianity in the
present century ve been traly marvelous,

Is tie OLp Farrn byisa ? By R W, Gilder,
The Century (November , pp. 2. This resumé
compresses into smal the cssential data
en which to form anintelligent opinion of this
matter, Some of the facts given and the reason-
ing, to'show that Christianity as a practical
faith is not on the wane, arve striking and effect-
ive, The one grand fact on which its friends
shonld rest their case is presented in these words
of Canon Fremantle: “The Spirit of Christ is
supreme over the whole range of the secular life
—edueation, trade, literature, art, science, and
polities= and is seen to be practically vindiea-
ting this supremacy.”  *If this can be seen it
ix worth secing,  No fact could be wore signifi-
cant or more impressive,”

Messeisy. By Edmund Gurney and Fred-
erick W. H. Myers. Nineteenth Century (Nov.),
20 pp.  An able and exhaustive paper on a sub-
Jeet of real tmportance to mankind, and one not
at all understood.  Publie * mesmerie ™ exhibi-
tions have prejudiced the public against the
whole thing: but that it has a scientific basis
and value admits not of a doubt.  The phenom-
enn have never been satistactorily explained.
Dr. Carpenter, in his preface to ** Mental Physi-
ology,” explains the ** mesmeric siate’” as a
form of *automatic mental action.” Heiden-
hain's theory, that ** moisture, temperature and
style of movement ™ in the several operators’
hands, produce the different results, is also
unsatistactory.  Mesmerism is not a modern
phenomenon,  Abnormal phenomena of sensa-
tion and consciousness oceurred long before
mesmerism was named,  The objection urged
against it, on account of the wmeredible character ot
the phenomena said to be induced thereby, is
shown in this article to be unsclentific,
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GEMS FROM OLD AUTHORS ON PREACHERS AND PREACHING.

Reading makes the full man, and writing the corveet man, —~TLocKe

LACK OF ADAPTATION Ministers are too
much inclined to proseeute one undeviating
method of doing things, This is well within
cortain limits, but is carvied too far. The ser
mons are sound, tull of thought, replete with
al order, and

imstruction, all adjusted in log
with rhetorical gkill, They are claborate, noble
sermons; but, somcehow or other, when deliv
eredd they fail in doing Christ’s work on the
sonls of men,  The diMiculty is not that it is a
written sermon. A written sermon may be
charged high with feeling and power; every
sentence may be an arrow with a barbed and
sharpened point, The dificulty is, that it is
not adapted to the souls that hear it; it is not
adjusted 8o as to meet the responses of nature
and conscience in the breast of the andience, It
falls upon the ear, but finds no passage to the
heart, - DR, GRORGE SHEPARD

FAarsen Gear — Be strong, says 8t, Paul, hav
ing yourloins girt about, Some get them girdles
with great knots, as though they would be
surely girt, and as though they wonld break
the devil’s head with their knotted girdles
Nay, he will not be so overcome; it is no knot

of & hempen girdle that he feareth; that is no

piece of harness of the armor of God which may
resist the assault in the evil day: it is but fained
gear,—LATivEn,

PRUDENCE AND CRAFT. — LRnow it is no part of
pradence to speak slightly of those that others

admire; but that prudence is but eraft that
commands  an  unfaithful  silence. — HENRY
Moons

UNsEEN Gur In practical art principles
are unseen guides, leading us by invisible
strings through paths where the end alone is
looked at. It is for seience to direct and prirge
our vision, so that these airy ties, these prin-
ciples and laws, generalizations and theories,
become distinet objects of vision, = WHEWELL

PREACHING —Preaching far exeels philosophy
and oratory, and yet is genuine philosophy and
living oratory. No romance equals in wonder
the story of the cross; no shapes of wonder
have the divine style of Christianity, and no
mode of speeking can surpass in pathos and
penetration that of a man to his sinful fellows
on the themes of God and eternity, Christ and
heaven. —Eapie,

THE PREACHER AN ADVOCATE.~The preacher
is an advocate who pleads the eanse of God be-
fore a bench of corrupt judges, whom it is his
first business to render just.—VINET,

JESUS ONLY.—** Lord, to whom shall we go
To the law ?—that curses us.  To the world
thatisa delusive bubble. To sin and corruy
tion ?—it has polluted our minds, and done us
mischief in abundance. Whither can we go?
“Thou hast the words of eternal life.” We
know and are sure that Thou art the Christ,
the8on of the living God —Rowrasp HiLL,

Farrit Derisen.—Many of the published dis.
sertions on the nature and phitosophy of th,
atonement may be deep, but they are dark
We cannot afford to travel along such weary
distances, and through such twilight paths, i
order to get at the fact —at what it s that w
are to believe and trust in. The Bible puts o
directly before us—+Slain for us, the just for
the unjust, that he might bring us to God
Wo are asked to receive it just on God's tost
mony, not by the aids of philosophy, but oy
the declaration of the fact, ., ., . That
faith. . . . That is enough. Leave it ther

+ « The philosophy of religion is just faith,
nothing more. —Di. 1. 8. SPENCER

Tue Kixp or MeN NeEpen.—Wo want men
that can executo and achieve; men skilled
the seience of human nature as it is, knowin,
what it ought to be; conversant with thing
versatile in methods of address; men whos
weight is felt, whose character is brought 1
bear on others, and whoso magnetic influene
will awaken sympathy in listening hundreds
men who desire usefulness more than reputa
tion or applause. — D, Samvern H. Cox

Tuk IAGINATION. —The preacher must o
the imagmation; he must address the imaging
tion. Men who have swayed and thrilled an
melted the popular heart have done so. Whit
field, Edwards, Payson, didso. There are im
ages which are the best arguments, There 1«
an elegance which augments strength; there is
a polish which touches the temper of the st
The sword which hung at Eden’s gate had the
brightness of fire, Rhetorically as woell as liter
ally, a blade may bo burnished and still have o
terrible keenness of edge. A discourse may b
ornate, and pierce to the dividing asunder of
the soul and spirit, the joints and marrow
The brightness deaws the attention; the sharp
ness cuts the callous heart. — Dr. Gro, Suerann

BENSE  AND  REARON, —Opinion  deceives us

more than things, So comes our sense to he
more certain than our reason. Men differ
more about circumstances than matter. The
corruption of our affections misguides the
results of our reason. We put a fallacy, by a
false argument, upon our understanding —Sim
WiLLiam DENNEY,

StriKING TEsTIMONY.— T have seen Univer
salists and Infidels die, and during a ministry
of fifty-five years I have not found a single in
stance of peace and joy in their near views of
eternity. No; nothing but an accusing con-
science and the terrors of apprehension, Ihave
seen men die who were of a mercurial tempera

ment, men of pleasure and fun, men of tast
and literature, lovers of the opera and the
theater, rather than the house of God,and I
never saw an instance an which such persons
died in peace. They died as they lived. Life
was a blank, and death the king of terrors; a
wasted life, an undone eternity.—DR. GARDINER
SPRING,

188,
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NOTICES OF BOOKS OF HOMILETIC VALUE.

of Homilene  Value,

By J. Stasvorn Honme, D.D,, Evrror &2 Book DEPARTMENT.

THE IMPERIAL DICTIONARY OF 118 ExGLisie LaN

auaGE. By John Ogilvie, LL.D. New Edition,
arefully  rvevised  and  greatly  augmented,
Edited by Charles Annandale, MA, Hins
trated by three thousand engravings. In 4
HBvo v Price §20000, 11 e N Son, \
don, wspgow, Edinburgh and Dublin, The
Century Co.: New York,  I8K3,

ONE of the prondest moments of our life, as
e American seholar of modest pretensions, was
ne day, some years sine
sroll into one of the lary

when we chaneed to

t hook stores in Lon
fon and inquired, in an innocent, confidential
way, about English dictionaries, what was eon
adered to be the standard, ete.?  We wore told,
ather reluctantly, that undoubtedly  Webster
vas the haghest anthority at present,  As we
vere alveady the happy owner of a Webster Une-
iridged, we thanked onr kind informant, and
valked off with at satisfaction, just as we
ol when, now and then, we drop into Tiffany’s
wd Took at the “ Queen’s Cup,” hronght to us
v the yacht America

But it does not do for any one in this progres
ve age to rest too long or too easy on his
arels. The day has come when a new com

ditor 1 English lexie hy has not only

Leputed supremacy with Ameriean dictionaries
England, but has erossed the Atlantic and
allenges both Webster and Woreester to a
ow contest forsuperiority And it will bo ae

knowledged that the Daperial Dictionary i no
ean competitor,  In some points it is, most
suredly, in advance of all other English die-

tomaries,

L Its voeabulary is larger than that of any

glish work,  This comes not only from

cof seientific and professional terms,
t mainly from the adoption of a principle
shich s not been heretofore fully recognized
voour lexicographers—viz.; that every word

W a right to a place inan English dietionary
it has ecurrency in the  English language,
hether it be good or bad.  Heretof lexi-

graphers  have  considercd  themselves  as

lges ax to the gquahty of the word; and the
imion has widely prey

ailed that if a word is
be found 1 the dictionary it is right to use
Cafnot, it is to be rejected. The principle on
bich the Tmpe

al ictionary is made s, that
a word can be established, it
<fo be placed in the voeabulary of the lan-
lage, bad or good,  Thata word is found in the

tHonary is no more an endorsement than that
Can’s name in found in a city directory i< an
dorsement of his moral or business charac-

the existence «

ro A complete standard dictionary makes no
Woice of words: like a bank-note reporter, that
‘hich is fonnd in circulation is noted, and, as
aras possible, its character given,  Words ob-
wlete and newly coined, barbarous, vulgar and
leal, professional and scientifie, are all found
Wits columns,  The only question considered
88 1o registry, being existence and currency;

everything else is left to the taste, judgment and
necessity of the writer and speaker,

2, The next point in which the Imperial Dic
tionary is ahead of all others is, that it furnishes

a much larger number of cramples of the use
of words, This is
of the first imp

departiaent in lexicography
ance, and eapable of almost
indefinite expansion, A lexicographer may have
preat tact and precision at definition, but his
detinition is

abstraction, and can never be a
valuable to the stadent of words as an illustra
tion of the wse of & word by a recognized anthor

a deseription, or a delineation,

ity., The ono is

oranalysis, snel

1 chemist or botanist wonld
give of a frait or flower; the other is a living
specimen rooted and growing in beanty and
fragrance,  Since the issuo of our latest Ameri
can dictionaries an immense amount of work
has been done in the departiient of the study of
philosophy.  The Imperial containg illustra-
tions from nearly threo thousand anthors,

3. The next point of excellence which is no-
ticed inthe work is, that its pictorial illustra-
tions are not only more numerons, and gener-
ally better exeeuted, but more instructive and
valuable,  In our American dictionaries the il
Tusteations general, imaginary and ideal ;
in the Tmperial the illusteations, when it is pos
sible, are actual representations of particular
objects of the Kind; they arc real and historie;

e in Webster, w  clustered column ™ s an im
aginary clustered colummn; any «
particular,  In the Dnpe it s a clustered
column in the Winchester Cathedral,  In Web
ster, 4t confessional " is a faney sketeh: in the
Tmperial, it is the confessional in the Cathedral
of St Gudule, Brussels,  In Webster
s a gene

s, but none in

comet’

sketel, In the Tmperial, we have
“ Donati's com Amphitheater, in Webster,
is no one in particular. In the Imperial, it is
the amphitheater at Verona, ete,

In pronunciation the hoperial follows the
Euglish standard, and will not therefore be
found so trustworthy a guide as Webster or
Worcester; and yet, in the study of a word, it
will be of interest to note the variations in this
paticnlar,

Tur New Tesramest. With Engravings on
wood by Fra Angehico, Piotro Perngino, Fran-
cesco Francin, Lorenzo Di Credi, Fra Bartol
onmeo, tinn, Raphael, Gandenzio Ferrari,
Damiel Di Votarea and others, Boston: Hough-
ton, Miflin & Co. 1884, Quarto. Price §10,
In typography, paper, binding, and estecially

in artistic design and exeention, this work is

truly superb,  The publishers have evidently

spared neither time nor cost, and the prodnet 13

one of the most magnificent specimens of book-

making ever produced in this country, or inany
other. Such a setting of the text of the New

Testament, while it cannot add to its intrinsic

worth, will attract many to it, and eharm many

a reader of taste into a fresh perusal of the Book
of books,

T
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THEMES AND TEXTS OF RECENT LEADING SERMONS.

The Ol Dispensation and the New. “The Lord hath appeared of old unto me,” ete -

xaxi 3
Hall, D.D,, New York,

* Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling,” ete.—2 Tim. i: 9, John

2. God Abasing the Proud.  “ Those that walk in pride he is able to abase.”—Dan, iv: 47. Dean

Vaughan, of Westminster, London,

3. The Science of Right Living. “ For if ye love them that love you, what reward have yo: do
not even the publicans the same " ete.—Matt, v: 46-43, Rev. Henry Ward Becclor

Brooklyn, N. Y.

. The Light of the Body. “ The light of the body is the cye.—~Matt. vi:

New York,

2, Robert Collyer, D.D.,

. The Bible and Science. “*And Jesus answered and said unto them, Ye do err, not knowing the
Scriptures or the power of God " —Matt, xxii: 20, L. T. Chamberlain, D.D., Brooklyn, N, V.
5. The Devil's Last Throw. * And as he was yet a coming, the devil threw him down, and tuy
him.”—Lukeix: 42, Rev, Charles H. Spurgeon, London,
7. Song and Prayer as a Means of Grate, “ Look on the fields, for they are white alveady
unto harvest."—Johniv: 35, 7T, DeWitt Talmage, Brooklyn, N. Y.

. The Work of Gospel Messengers.

“How beantiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel

of peace, and bring glad t'dings of good things!"—Rom. x: 15, Thomas Armitage, D. 1.,

New York,

. The Teaching of the Divine Law. *“ Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us untc
Clrist,” ete.—Gal. iii: 24, A, C. Hiret, D.D,, Pittsburg.
Luther's Work, *Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us froe
ete,—Gal, v. 1. Charles B. Hawley, D D., Auburn, N. Y.
. The Fruit of the Spirit. *“ But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,” etc.—Gal. v: 22,

P. Breed, D.D., Philadelphia.
. The Obligations of Christian Fellowship.
law of Christ.” —Gal, vi: 2,

“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the
Howard Crosby, D.D,, New York.

In a Strait. **For Iam in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart,” ete.—Phil. i,

24, Rev. Stopford A, Brooke, London,

. The Nature of Contentment. *“For I have learned in whatsoever state 1 am therein to be
content,”—Phil. iv: 11, . H. Parkhurst, D.D , New York,
5. Popular Objections to the Bible. *Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. "1

Thess v: 21, J. H. Barrows, D.D., Chicago.

. Protestantism, False and True. * Earnestly eontend for the faith which was once delivered
unto the saints.”—Jude i: 3. Rev, Henry J. Van Dyke, Jr., New York.

SUGGESTIVE THEMES.

The Coming in of the Dove at Eventide,
*The dove came in to him in the even-
g’ —Gen, viii: 11,)

Disappointed Procrastination. *“And Terah
died in Haran.” —Gen., xi: 32,)

3. God's Power Supreme over Physical Law,
(““And the iron Aid swim.’—2 Kings
vi: 6.)

. The Destructive Power of Words, (‘* How
long will ye vex my soul and break me
in pieces with words #’—Job, xix: 2.)

Dying Regrets, (** And thou mourn at the
last, when thy flesh and thy body are
consumed, and say. How have T hated
instruction, and my heart despised re-
proot,” ete —Prov, v: 11, 12,)

. The Unknown Way. (“And I will bring the
blind by a way that they know not; I
will lead them in paths that they have
not known."'—Isa. xlii: 16.)

. The Soul Needeth Shaking Up. (** Moab
hath been at ease from his youth, and he
hath settled on his lees, and hath not
been emptied from vessel to vessel.”—
Jer. xlviii: 11.)

8. Rest After Trial. (**Then the devil leaveth
him, and, behold, angels came and min-
istered unto him."”—Matt. iv: 11

. Seeking a Dead Body and Finding an An-
gel, (““And very early on the first day
of the week, they come to the tomb”
ete.-~Mark xvi: 2-8.

", The Physical Effects of Prayer. (And as
he prayed, the fashion of lns countenance
was altered, and his raiment became
white and dazzling.”—Luke ix: 29,)

. Reflective Love Outrunning Impulsive
Love. (“And they ran both together
[Peter and vohn|, and the other disciple
outran Peter and came first to the tomb.”
—John xx: 4.)

. Cutting Loose from False Hopes, * The
the s)ldiers cut away the ropes of th
boat and let her fall off.”” —Acts xxvii: 32

. Our Best Knowledge But Fragmentar,
(*'For we know in part, and we prophes
in part,” etc.—1 Cor. xiii: 9.)

. External Rites but Temporary Expedients
(“And I saw no temple therein,” etc.
Rev, xxi: 22.)




