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Report of the Board of Publication

(PRESBYTERIAN PUBLICATIONS)
1918-19

To The Venerable the General Asse:ably

THe GENERAL SITUATION
The year, ending April 30, 1919, has been one of varied and changing conditions. It was
intersected about midway by the signing of the Armistice in early November of 1918. The
cessation of hostilities, and the passing of our country from War to Peace conditions, whilst
promising prospective extension of opportunities, have not lessened costs ; these, as in every
line of business, have increased.

Tue Vorume or Business -

has, nevertheless, made a substantial inereage. The Net Assets (that is, the excess of the
present assets of the Board above its liabilities) show a gain of $12,367.31, the total net assets
being $71,336.96. This represents only an approximately adequate equipment by way of
working balance, manufactured stock, efe., for the carrving on and necessary expansion of the
business. A considerable investment is to be made immediately in a Lantern Slide Depart-
ment, and there are new periodicals, urgently required, to cover phases of Religious Education
not as yet covered by the Board's publications.

doricy A8 o Prorrr

The work of the Board is on a non-profit basi By the repeated instruction of the General
Assembly all profits are utilized for the bettering and extending of the output of material for
the use of our Churches, Sunday Schools and Young People’s Societies.

New Perionicars Issuep

The new periodicals, authorized by the General Assembly of 1918, have been issued,
namely :

In the Uniform Lesson Series—A Juxitok Quarterty, and Juxior LearLer ; and the
PriMarY QUARTERLY has beerr made abundantly pictorial as befits the tastes and needs of the
very little people. In addition, the former Quarterlies and Leaflets have been so recast in form
and substance as to make them more aceeptable to the various ages for which they are respec-
tively intended.

In the Departmental Graded Series, a SEN1or TeacHER'S QUARTERLY and a SENTOR
ScHOLAR'S QUARTERLY have been provided, to round off this series of Lesson Helps.

The usefu! little periodical, Tue Lesson on Misstons, has been changed from a Quarterly
to a Monthly, and otherwise reconstructed. It is believed that this little Help in missionary
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instruction, for Superintendents and Teachers, is unique among Sunday School periodicals,
in that it provides, in one publication and in each issue, graded missionary material, covering
the various ages in the School. The topics dealt with are from the missionary work, Home
and Foreign, of our own Church

It is a satisfaction to the Board that the variow: improved and new periodicals men-
tioned above have received a warm welcome in our Sunday Schools, Bible Classes and Young
People's Societies.

\ Home Macazine

The Sunday School and Y.P.8. Board has repeatedly pointed out the desirability of a
Home Megazine, with special emphasis on Religious Education.  From far and wide through-
out the Church, there has kept commg the same demand from Presbyteries, Sunday School
and Y 1".8. Institutes and individuals.

The Board is impressed with the urgency of the demand, and the wide opportunity of
new service, and has remitted the question to its Executive for consideration and action.

AssOCIATE Eprror IN CHAPLAINCY SERVICE
At a meeting of the Executive of the Board in July last, the Associate Editor, Mr. Mutch,
was given leave of absence (without pay) in order to enter the Chaplainey Service. He was
demobilized in March, but in his comparatively brief period in the Forces, was able to render
service, first, in the Engineer's Training Depot at St. Johns, Que.; and, on going overseas
early in November, further service in the Canadian Machine Gun Depot, at Seaford, until the
time of his return.

CooPERATION WITH THE OTHER BoArDS -

The General Assembly of last year authorized cooperation on an equitable basis, in the
matter of publicity and promotion, between this Board and the other Boards and Departments
of the Church with mutual ex-officio representation.  This cooperation has now been brought
into effect, including the work of the Assembly’s Committee on the Forward Movement. It
has been a source of satisfaction to the Board of Publication that its sphere of service in the
work of the Church has been thus enlarged

TueE LANTERN SuipE DEPARTMENT

At the suggestion of, and with the cooperation of the Departments and Boards, the name
and buxiness of The Presbyterian Lantern Slide Department have been secured, and pass
into the hands of the Board of Publication on the first day of the Board's year, 1919-20,
namely, the Ist of May, 1919. Already arrangements have been made for the housing of
the Department in an Annex to the Board's Publishing House (Church and Gerrard Streets,
Toronto). It istheintention,in addition to more general Lantern, Lantern Slide and Lantern
Lecture business, to make a specialty, and at special prices, of providing Lantern Slides and
Lantern Lectures on the educational, missionary, social serviee, and other branches of the work
of the various Boards. A beginning in this has already been made, especially in connection
with the Forward Movement. It would look as if there was a large field of service for the
Board in this new undertaking. It has the hearty sympathiy of every member of the Board,
and it is the intention of the management to make the new Department thoroughly efficient
and forward-looking in every detail.

Our EMPLOYEES

Much of the progress reported in the year's business has been due to the efficiency of our
employees and their loyalty to the businéss, during this, the most unsettled of the War years.
In recognition of this, and to meet, in some measure, the still inereasing cost of living, a sub-
stantial War bonus was given at the close of the year, April 30th. Tt is the sense of the Board,
as it has been and is, of the management, that the employees should be treated as generously
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as the business will permit, which is just another way of saying that they should have a *“fair

deal.”
April 30, 1919.

EDITORIAL

The Board of Sabbath Schools aud Young People’s Sucieties

The Report to the General Assembly of the Board of Sal. »ath Schools and Young People’s
Societies is one of unusual interest and importanee.

It is the good fortune of the Board fo have as executive leaders in the great enterprise
under its care a bund of enthusiastic and thoroughly qualified workers. Dr. J. C. Robertson,
the General Secretary, and Mr. C. A. Myers, the Associate Secretary, have won for themselves
a high reputation amongst the Sunday School specialists of the continent. The two Field
Secretaries for Manitoba and Saskatchewan, and Alberta and British Columbia, respectively,
Messrs. J. W. Little and E. R. MecLean, are cultivating their promising field with indefatigable
zeal and marked suceess.  Miss May Gemmell, Girls' Work Secretary since August 1, 1918,
has given valuable help in a department of great need and wide opportunity.

The plans of the Board for the coming vear deal with matters of great moment to the well-
being of the church and the country

The Board is in the Forward Movement, heart and soul. It will strive in all possible
ways to further the interests of the Movement, and it ean hardly be questiched that the most
important part of that Movement is that which concerns the boys agd girls in whose hands,
humanly speaking, lie the religious and political destiny of our Dominion.

It is of great significance, in view of the Forward Movement, that the Board is addressing
itself to the fostering of religion in the home.  Anyv real forward movement in the life of the
church must have its roots struck deep into the life of the family, as it is in the life of the
family that its most precious fruits may be looked for

Always the Board must concern itself with extension work.  So long as there are thou-
sands of boys and girls, for whom the church is responsible, whose religious education is being
overlooked or neglected, such a Board cannot slacken its efforts to remedy so serious a con-
dition,

The Board is essentially an evangelizing agency. It gives careful thought and earnest
effort to the fundamental task of bringing boys and girls to definite decision for Jesus Christ
and to a public profession of their faith in him as Saviour and Lord.

Not boys and girls only, but all the young people of our church and country, as well, come
within the scope of the Board’s work. Special efforts aré being planned to find amongst the
voung people those who have gifts for leadership and train them for the service of the church,
especially amongst boys and girls.

An encouraging feature of Sundgy School work is the growing extent to which, notably
in Canada, and increasingly all over the continent, it is being carried on cooperatively. The
time seems to be in sight when all the Sunday School forces in North America will be one great
army, under skilful and earnest leadership, to win the growing generation for Christ and his
church.  Already, to a degree which is a real sotrce of rejoicing, these forces can truthfully
sing : ““We are not divided, all one body we."”
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The Holiday Hiatus

In a very large number of Sunday Schools, the months of July and August form a hiatus
which needs to be bridged over. The problem is to prevent a break in the scholars’ interest
in the study and work of class and School, so that, in the autumn, these may be taken up
with the least possible loss of leeway

The teacher can do very much, and in very easy, simple ways, to make the scholars’
study of the lesson continuous during the holiday weeks. If there has been a little talk before
the breaking up time, about attendance upon any Sunday School where the scholar may
happgn to be and the work expected of him while he is away from home, this may be followed
up by an oceasional post card, inquiring how he is getting on and encouraging him to faithful-
ness and perseverane

Any trouble that the teacher may take in this matter will be amply repaid, when it is
found, in the autumn, that the scholars are ready to go on with their work as if there had been
no summer imterruption

Making Summer Schools Evergreen

There are some Sunday Schools in which it has been the practice to open in the spring,
continu2 during the summer and fall, and then close for the winter.

In these Schools much excellent work has been, and is béing, done. The pity of it is that
this work should not be kept up during the winter

This is the proposition which the Teacuers MoxTHLY puts up to Schools of this type :
Is it not possible to keep the School going throughout the winter ?

If this is to be done, two things are necessary @ First, public sentiment must be created
in favor of the proposal.  What people really wish to do, they can usually find some way of
accomplishing.  Second, plans inust be made well in advance of the winter months.

It is not too soon, in these bright July days, to talk about and arrange for the darker
months of winter.

Make Your Scnoor Evereresn,—that would be about as fine a piece of work as many
Schools conld well put through.  Try it !

Are the Lesson Helps a Help?

“The questions in our Home STupy LearLer are too difficult for my class ?  Can't they
be made simpler ? The LearrLer is away beyond them.” These words were spoken, the
other day, by a well known, popular, intelligent and experienced Presbyterian Sunday School
teacher to a visiting Sunday School worker

He asked her the age of her pupils.  Phey are 13 and 14 years old. That is to say, this
c.ass has been using Lesson Helps which were made for scholars from 15 to 17 years of age—
and even older. It is for these older scholurs that the Home Stopy QuARTERLY and LEAFLET
are published.  No wonder the girls of 14 were having difficulty.

The visitor explained that the elass should get the InTErMEDIATE LEAFLET, that it does
not cost any more ; that any School ean get as many, or as few of each kind as it likes and
pay no more than it does for the same number of any one kind. ““Mixed lots,” to suit the
various ages, cost no more than an equal number of the same kind.

This teacher is, it is feared, but one among many.  All sorts of misunderstandings about
the Lesson Helps abound. When the Lesson Help or Illustrated Paper is not suiting the
class, it is generally because it was never intended that it should. One teacher said his boys
did not like East axp Wesr.  When asked their age it wes discovered they were of the age
for Kina’s Own.  East anp WesT, naturally, was bevond them. .
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There is some excuse for teachers and officers not knowing what helps and papers to order.
Sunday School work and Helps are in a transition period. Amongst the changes it is not easy
to keep clear on all points. Both the PrespyreriaN Pusuicarions and the Sunday School
and Young People’s Society Board, however, issue printed statements, which can be secured
free on application. If any teacher or officer is having such difficulties with Helpsand papers,
he has a remedy at hand. Let him write cither place, tell what age class he has, what his
difficulty is and with five minutes earnest and thoughtful coneentration on the material he
receives he can solve his problem.

A Sunday School Leader Gone

The recent death of Mr. H. J. Heinz, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the World's
Sunday School Association, removed a conspicuous figure from amongst the Sunday School
workers of this continent.

Mr. Heinz was the head of an extensive business built up mainly by his own energy and
skill, and he brought to the work of the Sunday School the same qualities which had won
for him such notable success as a man of affairs.

This great leader gave unstintingly of his time and means to the cause of Sunday Schools.
Just bafore the last World's Sunday School Convention at Zuirch, Switzerland, in 1913, he
headed a party which traveled through the Orient, spending considerable in Japan in the
interests of Sunday School work.

The loss caused by the removal of such a leader is v ery great.  But the inspiration of a
life so unselfishly devoted to a noble enterprise cannot be lost

The Sunday School in India

A recent issue of the International Review of Missions contains an important article on
the Sunday School in India, by Mr. Edward A. Annctt, for nine years & missionary for religious
education in India, under the Sunday School Union and the World's Sunday School- Association.

The Sunday Schools of India, Mr. Annett says, may be divided into four classes : 1. The
Sunday School that approaches most nearly to the type of those in Western lands. 2. The
Sunday School held in connection with the mission day school, in which the scholars have the
same teacher on Sunday as during the week. In these Schools there are half a million boys
and girls of the non-Christian communities. 3. The Sunday School in the Mass Movement
areas. 4. The evangelistic Sunday School.

Testimony is abundant as to the value of Sunday School work in this great Foreign Mission
field. Mr Annett writes : ‘‘In South India a missionary secured entrance into a Hindu day
school where the managers felt that the ©unday School influence would help them in the difficult
matter of the children’s morals. ‘Does Sunday School make children better 2’ they asked,
‘for we eannot manage our boys, they are so naughty.” The results were so good that other
schools of the same kind extended invitations, until eventually 59 voluntary workers were
conducting 100 Bible Classes weekly in Hindu day schools.

In India, as in the home land, the Sunday School has the problem of t!.e supply of teachers,
and the even greater problem of training the teachers for their work. ‘*“All the problems of
the Sunday School,” says Mr. Annett, “‘eventually resolve themselves into this one problem,
the personality of the teacher. It is an old fallacy that takes a lot of killing that teachers are
born and not made .. Itisnotthatthe making of teachers has been tried and found wanting,
but that it has been found difficult and not tried.”

Sunday School workers in Canada will be interested in the efforts of these fellow workers
in this other great country included with them m the world encircling British Empire.
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The Teaching
By Dean H. T.J
There is a diff¢ between the story
considered as a work of art and thus an end
in itself, and the story conside red as an aid
in teaching. 1In the first the ai
artistic enjovment on the part of the henrer
in the second ease it is his intellectual en-
lightenment and moral improvement

Value of a Well Told Story
Ph.D

Coleman,

rence

case nis

However, it is undesirable and, in fact, im-
possible, to separate rigidly these two aims
Unless we enjoy a story we are almost certain
to miss whatever message it may have for our
minds and whatever inspiration it may have
for our conduet, C l!l\""\"l_\ our enjoyment

is ordinarily increased by a thorough grasp of
the story's meaning.  Notwithstanding this
close relationship, however, we are wise in
remembering that the teacher and the pro-

fessional story-teller are two different persons

and that the latter can, with only a small
part of the technique indispensable to the
former, accomplish all of the madin results to-

wards which story-telling as
teaching is propeily directed

an reney in

There is a maxim which professional edu-

cators have been using for half century or
more, to the effect lhﬂ Ul teaching should
]»I‘ul-m'| from the conerete to the abstract

The meaning of this maxim is simple enough

All of us more or less, and children in par-
ticular, live our lives from moment to
moment.  Our minds move, as it were, on the
surface of things. The ability to take long
VIeWs, things in perspective, to delve
beneath the \mI'u. comes later and only, to
most of us, after much patient toil on our
own part and on the part of other
behalf.  Our concepts of right and duty and
patriotism .’xll'i!\x'll our coneepts of God and
Jesus and heaven, do not exist ready made in
our minds ; they are not even conveved to us
m 1'1-:1"1) made forms ”l«‘ are a
finished produet of which the life we live from

1O see

m ol

moment to moment is ”w raw material. That
which comes to us through the avenues of
sense becomes eventually, through patient

selection and condemnation, something which
reason and faith and relicion ean own and
utilize

Now the story is a transeript of life ; not
necessarily and, in fuet, of onr own
lives but of the lives of people like onrselves
That which we can sce and touch and handle,
feel and expericnce on our own account is
limited, but it may be widened almost inde-

not often,

Teachers
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finitely  through imaginative contact with
wht transeribed beyond the narrow
boundaries of time and space by which our
own lives are circumseribed.

Through the skilful use of the story in
Sunday School teaching, the child lives in a
tent with Abraham and in a palace with
Moses, he serves at the shrine of Shiloh with
the voung Samuel and follows the sheep on the
hillsides of Judea with the youthful David ;
he feels something of the gladness which
wecompanied the birth of Jesus and of the
broad humanity which informed his works of
teaching and healing, he feels something also
of the unutterable sadness of Gethsemane and
Calvary and of the triumph of the first Easter
morning.  He accompanies the apostles on
their perilous yet glorisus mission of founding
the Christinn chureh ; he sits in the cruel
stocks and suffers shipwreck along with Paul
He follows sympathetically the ecareers of
heroesof the faith like Saint Francis of Assisi,
Martin Luther, and that glorious band of
modern apostles which have made the nine-
teenth century as wonderful in the annals of
the church as the century of his foundation.

has

Frequently we are content with the use of
the story as an ornament to our teaching, as
a something to arrest the attention of the
careless or to point a moral for the indifferent.
It huas these values, of course, but it has a
greater value still and a more important
funetion. It is at the foundation of any
worthy system of religious instruction, for it
deals not oply with life as it is lived from day
to day but with that life at its noblest and
hest, 1t is on this foundation we must build
if our ethical teiching and our religious doe-
trine are to have any sufficient, basis.

The marks of the well-told story are easily
discernible. It gives proper emphasis to the
silient points and keeps these points—as to
their number and their eharacter—well within
the interest and the intzllectual grasp of the
pupils. It proceeds in a straightforward way
towards a elimax, and after the climax has
been reached does not weaken the effect by
unduly postponing the conclusion. It uses
detail as the painter uses color and like the
wise painter, it does not use so much color
that the lines of the picture are oblitarated.
\bove all it coharence which
makes it an artistic unity rather than a mere

possesses a

|w!rh\\u|l\ of incidents. But to say more
would really be to discuss the “how’ rather
than the “why"” of story-tolling.

Queen's University, Kingston, Ont.
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[lustrating

By Provessor L.

There are three wavs of illustrating a
lesson : (1) by appealing to the pupil’s eyes
as well as to hisears ; (2) by presenting cases
which exemplify the rule or principle which
is to be taught ; (3) by using analozies which
interpret the new lesson in terms of some
older, more familiar bit of kncwledge which
is more or less like it

“Seeing is believing,” runs the old maxim.
Yes, and seeing is understanding and remem-
bering, too.  The teacher
is foolish who relies upon

[Mlustrating the Lesson 393

the Lesson

A. WEGLE, D.D.

single word or phrase, covering one itam of
the narrative just read.  Aftor this has been
done, he reads the sccond narrative, devoting
to it the same amount of time as to the fiest,
but without referring to a map ; then has
the members of the group answer a list of
thirteen questions concerning its items.  The
number of correct answers in each list is then
counted, and the results compared.

Now and then, a person will be found who
remembers the items of
the second narrative better

words merely, when he
might supplement his
verbal descriptions and
explanations with objects,
models, pictures, diagrams
and maps. These enable
the pupil to see as well as
to hear ; they engage his
interest and hold his at-
tention ; he understands
more quickly and more
clearly ; and he remembers
longer and more accurate-
ly.

In his excellent little
book on Ixperimental
Psychology in Relation to
Education, Professor C.
V. Valentine, of Queen's
University, Belfast, des-
cribes a simple experi-
ment, On the Value of a
Map, which may easily be
tried anywhere. ‘He has
written two narratives of
about 160 words each, pur-

THAT NONE MAY BE LOST

THE PRAYER OF JESUS

WE LOSE 50

IF You Wouro Pur Avrhing
INTo The Lire OF A Namon You Mus
FinsT Put I Invo Is Scwoots

TH0U SHALT Teacw Thew To Thy Comomen

than those of the first.
But such persons are very
few ; and they usually give
as reason the fact that
their experience in answer-
ing the first list of ques-
tions gave them a hint as
to what sort of items they
should :nake a special ef-
fort to remember, in pre-
paration for answering the
second list. The general
result, invariably, 1s that
the facts that were pre-
sented to both ear and eye
are better rememhered
than those that were pre-
sented to the ear alone.
The total number of cor-
rect answers, given by all
the members of the group,
to the questions concern-
ing the narrative with a
map, is from 257 to 359,
higher than the total num-
ber of correct answers to

porting to describe histori-
cal events. One tells

This is a facsimile of one of the twelve Wall

the questions concerning
the other narrative. If the

about the suppression of and Lantern Slide Charts prepared by the Sab- order of procedure be
a revolt among the native bath School and Y.P 8. Board for the Forward  varied, so that the purely

subjects of King William
X., of Zamboo Land, A.D.
2100 ; the other is an account of the discovery
of Feddah Land, in the reign of Peter VI,
A.D. 1560. All of the places, characters and
incidents are purely imaginary ; and the
narratives present to any one who hears them
for the first time, a body of material as un-
familiar as real history is to a chill. The
two accounts contain the same number of
items, and are of equal difficulty. The first
is accompanied by a roughly drawn map ; the
second has none. The experimenter reads
the first to a group of people, illustrating it by
pointing out, on the map, each place and
name mentioned. He then covers the map,
and asks each member of the group to write
down the answers to a list of thirtedn ques-
tions, each of which may be answered by a

Movement of our church

auditory presentation is

made first and the presen-
tation with a map second, the difference in
favor of the map will be even greater.

An experiment of this sort may be tried
by any group, whether it has access to the
book quoted or not. Let the leader of the
group simply devise his own narratives for
this purpose, being eareful to make them of
equal length, not more than 175 words, and
to see toit, that ewch contains at least thirteen
definite items, such as names, dates and cir-
cumstantial details, which may be remem-
bared and inquired about. Be sure to make
the narratives of equal difficulty, and ask an
equal namber of quostions.  The expoarience
of bzing thus put in the place of the children
whom they teach, by having thair mamory for
unfamiliar material tested, is helpful to
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teachers, It puts them in the attitude of the
learner once more, and helps them to appre-
ciate how a child is helped by @ map, diagram,
or pieture

In the second of the three senses of the
term, illustrations are of essential, even indis-
pensable, value. No general truth ecan be
adequately taught without presenting to the
pll]n] some, at least, of the particular facts
and experiences which justify that general
statement Without

July

analogies, comparisons, stories, or figures of
speech which interpret the new truth in terms
of its likeness to some other more familiar
facts or experiences. Most of Jesus' parables
are illustrations of this sort.

There are pitfalls in the path of the inex-
perigneed teacher who undertakes to use
lustrations of this third type. The tempta-
tion is to use them too readily, without first
seeking tllustrations that are more exact. An
analogy is always more

some knowledge of the
cases which come un-
der a general law, in-
stance \nlln«-"m] tion,
examples of its truth,
the pupil has no basis
for understunding it
In this sense, illustra-
tions lie at the basis of
allinduetive reasoning.
If the children in a
publie school, for ex-
ample, are to learn the
principle that  vapor
condenses with the fall
of temperature, the
teacher will help them

From

KEEPING COOL

Poise is an essential part of the
teacher’s presentation. A flurried, degree of unlikeness
excited manner will communicate
itself to the members of the class.
Calmness will enable the teacher
to think more quickly and control
the thought of the student more

or less loose ; the like-
ness holds in certain
respects only, and no
one expects it to hold
in all respects. If the

associated with the
likeness is o great as
to involve a risk of mis-
leading, one may al-
ways offset it by an-
other analogy. Illus-
trations of this kind
are therefore the re-
course of a teacher
whose own knowledge
is inexact and precar-

The Teacher

to arrive at the princi-

ious. He cannot map

ple by a consideration
of particularcases of itsapplication, which have
come, or ean be brought, under their obser-
vation,—* seeing your breath’ on a cold day,
the frosting of a window=pane, the gathering
of moisture on the witside of a [Illf’llVI of ice-
water, the cloud of steam wrom a boiling tea-
kettle, the fall of rain or snow upon the moun-
tains and not in the valley

We think o often of the comparisons that
Jesus used,—when he said “ It is hke'-—that
we may forget how constantly he used ilus-
trations of this more direct type, actual cases
of the application of his prineiples and exam-
ples of their working. He illustrated his in-
junction not to resist one that is evil, by
adding examples of how to act if struck by
such a one on the right cheek, or if robbed by
him of & coat through a picce of legal chie-
anery, or if compelled to go with him a mile
He gave the general rule, “Do not- your
righteousness before men, to be seen of them,”
and forthwith illustrated it by application to
the particular instances of almsgiving, praying
and fasting. He enforeed his teaching con-
cerning God's providing care, by eiting the
ravens, the sparrows, the lilies of the field,
the grass “which to-d RN ind to-morrow is
cast into the oven

When the truth to be taught is such that it
cannot well be presented to the pupil’s vision,
and when particular cases which exemplify it
are not [‘1""!1“\ neet \!l']'.‘d ”'"Kll!]f'"'[h(‘
pupil to_understand, the teacher must have
recourse to the third type of illustration,—

out, diagram, pictuce
or model what he does not know precisely,
and he is not sufficiently sure of his ground
to set forth any particular cases or instances
which exemplify the truth which he pro-
pounds ; 50 he expresses his hazy ideas by
telling what that truth is like. ’

If the icacher uses analogies, he should be
sure that they really illustrate and illumine
the lesson, and that they help the pupil both
to attend and to understand the point that is
to be taught. The illustration should be
more familiar than that truth |ws mean: to
convey. It should lie within the experie . e
of the pupils, and be suited to their compre-
hension.  Its elements of likeness to the
truth should outweigh its elements of unlike-
ness. It should not be so suggestive as to
attract attention to itself.

For example, to compare the work of the
Holy Spirit through the means of grace to the
distribution of gas from a central tank by
means of a system of pipes, is to use an illu
tration too incongruous to be helpful. It is
quite as bad to extend Paul's figure of the one
body of which we are all members, and to tell
little children that they are that body's finger
nails,—vet that has been done! Even the
beautiful and appropriate smile of the Good
Shepherd may 1ot be understood by
children who are too young, or of too wholly
urban an experience. “I'm not a sheep. |
ain't 2ot no wonl,” is the recorded reaction of
a cockney youngster.

Yale University, New Haven, Conn.
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Interest: Adaptation of the Lesson

By Proressor O. J.

When a pupil fails to give attention to my
lesson, I may be quite sure that he is, for the
time being, interested in something else ; and
under these conditions there is only one thing
for me to do—find out what his interests are
and teach my lesson in such a way as to
appeal to them.

If the child’s mind were mercly a blank
page upon which the teacher might write
what moral lessons he wished, or if the child
were merely a sort of receptacle into which
the teacher might pour any sort of informa-
tion, the task would be an easy one. But
the child is a living organism with interests
of his own which can be satizfied only in a
certain way ; and the child’s mind is con-
stantly reaching out after the particular things
in the world about him which will satisfy his
own special needs. If the pupil does not pay
attention to the lesson, it 1s because he does
not find in it anything which appeals to his
interests.

The first thing then which the teacher must
do, if he wishes to make a success of the
lesson, is to find out all he can about the
interests of the child whom he is attempting
to teach, so that he may be able to adapt the
lesson to these interests. To the Sunday
School teacher this is not an easy task, for in
many cases he knows little of the home sur-
roundings of the children and sees his pupils
perhaps only for this one hour on Sunday,
when he has no opportunity of making a
study of their real interests. But the prob-
lem has to be met, nevertheless, and the
teacher’s first duty is to make some general
study of child psychology, so as to know
what characteristics to expect in children of
a certain gge,—and to follow this up with a
special study of the children in his charge.

And having once made a study of the child
whed is to be taught, the teacher must, in the
next place, make every effort to adapt the
lesson to hys needs and interests. ‘1 he lesson
material must, in every case, be carefully
worked over in order to discover what details
are likely to appeal to the child and in what
way the lesson story can be made most in-
teresting.

But even if the teacher has made a study
of the pupil on the one hand and of the lesson
on the other, he may still fail to arouse interest
because of his lack of skill in presenting it.
For even if the lesson material is suited to
the needs of the child, it must not be supposed
that he will at once see anything interesting
in it. It is the task of the teacher not only
to adapt the lesson, but also to prepare the
mind of the child to receive it, and to present

StevensoN, D.PEp.

it so that it will appeal to the child’s interests ;
and in this task of adapting and presenting
the lesson, the teacher must, consciously or
unconsciously, make use of the elementary
principles of psychology which govern the
attention and interest of the child. Let us
then see briefly what some of these principles
are, and try to find out in what way the
teacher may make use of them in the prepara-
tion of his lesson.

In muking a study of interest, we must
always begin with the needs of the pupil.
The moment we forget that the child is a,
living organism with inherited desires and
with existing interests which he must satisfy,
we are sure to fail in the effort to gain his
attention. The child’s mind is always active,
constantly reviewing the materials in the
world arcund him, and constantly reviewing
his past experiences, to find those things
which give him pleasure in the present or
which are of use in carrying out his plans for
the future. Of the countless objects and
ideas which his mind passes in review, the
only ones to which he gives attention are
those which answer to some need and which
arouse a “‘feeling of worth,” or interest, in
him. As a general thing, the child is not
interested in old stories, old toys, or old
objects of any kind unless he can use them in
some new way. The old lesson loses its in-
terest for him as soon as he is sure there is
nothing new in it. The new thing appeals to
him because it satisfies some craving within
him, and gives him pleasure ; but as soon as
he finds that the new thing—the new lesson,
the new book, the new companion—are not
able to give him pleasure or satisfaction, he
ceases to pay attention to it.

Sometimes in the case of the Sunday School
lesson the teacher finds that the pupil knows
the story already and is not interested in it.
And sometimes 1t seems as if the lesson has
no direct bearing upon the child’s needs and
interests. 'Ihe problem, then, for the teacher
is : How can I make this story over so that
it will appear fresh and interesting to the
child ? How can I make the characters and
the scenes so lifelike and vivid that the pupil
vill feel an absorbing interest in them ?
What situation, what problem, what record
of human experience does the lesson contain
which will find a response in the nature of
the child ? Can I so adapt the lesson that
the child will, for the time being, identify
himself with the characters in the story and
feel that their thoughts and feelings and
interests are his very own ?

Ontario Agricultural College, Guelph, Ont.,
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The Teacher’s Manner

By Avrkep WHITE

A person’s manner is usually the outward
expression ¢ some phase of the iuner life.
We speak of a reserved manner, an attractive
manner, a jolly manner ; and we readily recog-
nize that in each case there is some quality of
soul that is being expressed in such a way
as to ecall forth our deseription.  To modify
any person's manner, then, genuinely and
permanently, one must find some way to
modify the inner life

'”lt‘ teacher of children Ivu'll above :|“ 1o
have an attractive manner. Children are
much more sensitive than adults to the spirit
that is shown through manner.  They respond
much more readily to those winning qualities
that attract and to those undesirable qualities
that repel

In view of thi
what are the qu
that attract childrcy and
respect and hearty response.  Some teaches
foolishly think that they have to descend to
the children’s own level in thought and
manner to do this. No lasting rvespect can
be so based. Something more fundamentyg)
must be at the basis of the manner that per-
manently wins and holds children.

I hardly think there can be any question;
that the one outstanding,and fundamental
llllum_\ of soul needed li_‘. everv teacher of
children is sympathy. Where there is gen-
uine sympathy and love in the heart for chil-
drer, there children, if they are normal, never
fail to lv\]ti'ht] Sympathy is the one key
that will in time unlock the heart of even
those children who have lost their natural
responsiveness through ill treatment and bad

it is important that we know
ities of character in teachers
command their

environment

While sympathy is an essential quality, it
is not the only «‘||'1||l\' that is necessary to the
best results.  Teachers need personality, in
the sense of a strong personality.  Quiet, firm
confidence in one's power, is one form in which
a strong personality expresses itself. How
important it is that a teacher have the con-
sciousness that she is capable of meeting any
ordinary situation that may arise.  This
quiet strength has a powerful influence on
children, and they feel its power without
being able to account for it

If, with sympathy and v ersonality, there is
mental alertness, that observes !tnum_‘» what
is going on, that is \|11|l'|‘]) conselous of 1n-
attention, of lack of interest or of keen re-
SPONSIVENess, then we get a trio of (qu dities
that will result in & manner that will com-
mund not only respect and confidence of chil-
dren, but their
affection.

also responsive love and

If this is true, we shall naturally want to
know to what degree these qualities can be
cultivated. I would say that a growing love
and svmpathy for children can only be culti-
vated by a more intimate acquaintance with
children.  When it becomes so intimate as to
develop into companionship, then sympathy
for children is the natural outcome, for it is
surely impossible for any normal person to
really know children and not develop sym-
pathy for them.

Personality is largely nature's gift. By
frankly facing one’s weaknesses, kowever, one
may by persistent effort in some measure
overcome defeets in personal'ty.  To do this,
a definite, positive goal must be kept in view
and what ohe lacks by nature’s gift must
temporarily be supplied by power of the will.

For instance, if you are conscious of lack
of confidence,—and this is by no means an
uncommon experience—you must, by sheer
will power, carry through the task in hand
with all the assurance you can command.
The very doing of such a task in this spirit
tends to the development of that confidence
that we all so much desire.

If you should be unfortunate enough to
lnck decision, you must, by will power arain,
compel yourself to come to some sort <1 deci-
sion as promptly as possible. Here, again,
exercise will develop strength.

So with any quality of personality that
vou may desire to cultivate, it must be remems-
bered that if you desire to develop it you
must use what you already have. ’

Alertness can in the same way be cultivated
by exercise. To realize the need of being
wide awake when dealing with living, active
children is a great incentive to keep alert,

Thus 1 believe that even those less gifted
by nature may by steady, persistent effort
realize in a great measure their desire to
become efficient teachers.

Brandon, Man.

v~ v~

“How I Prepare My Lesson"

1. Prepare three weeks in advance, using
all spare time, ten to thirty hours a week.
Sunday  afternoon I read the intervening
eveats, then read the whole chapter of the
lesson text and all the references,

2. Monday 1 study the lesson. First I
seek for a plan  The balance of the week is
spent in working this plan out. An outline
is prepared and printed to be distributed to
the class a week in advance. Topics are
kinds of men. The

various

assigned  to

——
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teacher must know the minds of the students
in order to stimulate them.

With illustrations from the life of his class
he impressed the value of the discussion
method in teaching the sinner, the skeptic,

The Congregation

By Rev. W. A,

The wideawake Sunday School will go into
the highways and byways with attractive
and efficient methods. We must widen our
scope and extend the Bible study of the faith-
ful few in the Sunday School

The Congregation as a Bible Class
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the college professor, and insisted that the
spiritual knowledge and power of the members
of the class is often greater than that pos-
sessed by the teacher.—W. 8. Domer, in the
Ohio Sunday School Worker

as a Bible Class

Donson, B.D.

magnitude and importance of the task, and
ready and willing to prepare themselves for
efficient service, are needed. The new
Teacher Training Course offers a curriculum

of study leading to effective

to incorporate the congre-
gation and the community.
We need no new organiza-
tion for this, but a sensible

DAY ORANAAERY A RRRROOG

community service, Teach-
ers thus trained may organ-
ize group classes, and these
may be multiplied until the

and vigorous application of
what we have at hand. The
Home Department, the new
Teacher Training Course,
and the Adult Bible Classes
promise help.

The Home Department
provides for the regular
daily or weekly study of the

lessons at home by those L

whole congregation is reach-

The Local Church organ- | ed.
ized to provide an adequate
program of RELIGIOUS IN-

STRUCTION. WORSHIP and
TRAINING for each grade.

More than any other
agencey, the organized Adult
3ible Class 18 converting
the congregation into a Bi-
ble Class.  Until recently
the older boys and girls be-
yond the teen age drifted
out of the School, and away

who, for any. reason, are
unable to attend the sessions
of the Sabbath School.
Wherever faithfully em-
ployed, it establishes or re-
establishes family worship
and the systematic study of
God's word.,

Its mission, which is
evangelistic, pastoral and

CR.ROLL
BEGINRS 4
PRINARY G 6-8)
JUNIOR_ 8-11]

The
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needs
of all

from Bible study. But with
the advent of the Adult
Bible Class there is not so
much tendeney of the grow-
ing boy and girl to drift
¢ away, while his seniors are
special in the Sunday School.

and There i a place for every
adult of “he congregation in
the Adult Bible Class,

each
graie

educational, seeks to make
the home a compelling back-
ground to the School. It

Babes have need of milk but strong meat
belongeth to them that are of full age

I'be congregation as a
Bible Class 1s not visionary.
In some congregations it is

educates the home to mod-
ern Sunday School methods
and needs, as well as incites
to Bible study. It supplies
the “missing link”" between
the home and the School.

Think of the many debarred ones, —tele-
phone girls, nurses, invalids, people in remote
distriets, as well as house-bound mothers and
aged people—a long list it is.  As Mahomet
cannot come to the mountain, the mountain
must go to many Mahomets. Thus the
Home Department makes a congregational
Bible Class possible.

Teacher Training helps. The church to-
day needs a larger force of workers, trained to
‘carry on” vigorously and intelligent!y the
fur.damental work of religious education.
The ordained ministers alone are not sufficient
for the task. Volunteers appreciative of the

for the I

I'his is a facsimile of one of the twelve
Wall and Lantern Slide Charts, prepared
by the Sunday School and Y.P.S
rward Movement

an actuality. It is possible
for every congregation to
become a Bible Class, active
and alert, when all are
aroused to the possibilities
in the Home Department,
the Teacher Training Course, and the Adult
Bible Class. This would ensure religion in
the home, and inereased church attendance.

Carleton Place, Ont.
~°~

The West China University has an organ-
ized system of religious education which
reaches into 280 cities of that provinee. There
the Sunday School lesson is not the matter of
an hour a week, but an hour every day in the
week.  Then these students form the nueleus
of every Sunday School that is organized in
the various churches,

Board
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A Sun(la_\‘ School Gymnasium

By Rev. J. G

When First Presbyterian Church, Vicetoria,
B.C., built a new church and halls, it was felt
that some adequate provision should be made
for the physical activities of the young. Ac-
cordingly, in the basement of the church, such
provision was made, including, smong other
things, a gymnasium, with a flour space large
and high enough for first-class senior b wket-
ball games, with the simpler forms of ap-
paratus installed, such as rings, horizontal
bars, ladder, jumping boards, and such like

On either side of the gymnasium floor
(which is 5 feet below the level of the rest of
the basement) there aye two galleries for
spectators, and behind that, next to the out-
side walls of the basement, there is provision
for club and class rooms At either end of
the gymnasium and partitioned off, there are
locker rooms, toilets and shower haths, —at
the one end for boys and at the other end for
].’il'|\

We have found that these appliances and
advantages have been very largely used by
the boys and girls, and by the young men and
women. Almost every night t e gymnasium
is used by some group or other. As a rule,
thes: ;.'ru]x] s are under the direction of their
leader or tewcher, or some competent director
of athletics. This is very important, as
otherwise there is danger of the practices
degenerating into fooling

When the gymnasium was opened, an
Athletie Assoctation was formed, with office-
bearers, constitution, rules, fees and such
like. This h(-l]h to create a sense ol serious-
ness and importance, which in turn maintains
the dignity and respect of the whele coneern

Last year the various teams connected with
the Association suceceeded iu capturing 5
championship shields, namely, Men's Senior
Basketbull for the city, Girls" Senior Basket-
ball (this team has only been beaten onee in
four years), Boys’ Junior Basketball for the
provinee, Boys™ Junior Basketball for the
city, and a relay road race team (8 boys) for
the eity. So far this is a record for a church,
in 'hl\‘pl'“\'lllf‘v at any rate.

Two years ago we sent 3 teams to play
Chalmers Church, Vancouver, and they sent
3 teams to play return matches, at basketball,
tennis and baseball,  The fraternal spirit was
splendid, and we hope the delightful experi-
ence will be soon repeated.

The Athletic Association and the gyvm-
nasium are excellent assets to a church. They
do help to hold the older boys and girls, and
create in them an interest in the chureh life
and work. So far as our experience goes, we
are not sorry we expended the extra amount

INKsTER, B.A

on gymnasium accommodation ; but what we
feel now is we need a competent athletic
director to take full charge and make more
complete use of the equipment. This will
all come in good time.

Viet ria, B.C

—r—

Try This One
/v'/ Rev. J I' .”(‘INf ;.\'/1, lf l

The following is a method which 1 have
found helpful in Bible Class teaching. Of
course, it is a method already widely used,
but there may be room for its further adop-
tion and improvement. It is simply the
method of having the members of the Class
turn up and read passages of Seripture which
parallel, explain or enforce the points of the
lesson

Eoach lesson reaches its leading thought or
practical conclusion by a series of steps. Let
these be very clearly and definitely arranged,
then let a few passages for each be chosen,
and the members of the Class called upon in
their turns to read them at the proper time.
[t will not be sufficient to go to the marginal
references and select passages at random, but
they must be carefully selected so as to really
throw light upon the lesson.

What is the value of this method ?

First, it places the lesson in the light of the
teaching of the whole Bible, and not merely
of one book. The lesson may be from some
part of the Old Testament ; in that case its
teaching ought to be brought to the touch-
stone of the New Testament. Or it may be
from the New Testament ; then it will gain
strength if the growth of the teaching is
traced through the prophets and the ¥salms.

In both cases the unity of Seripture will be
seen 5 but in such a light as to make it plain
that it is an organic, not a mechanical unity,
the unity of a living tree rather than that of
a manufactured article. This kind of teach-
ing will clear away much of that misunder-
standing which obscures the authority of the
Word of God

Again, it is a method which gets each
member of the Class to break silence. Few
will refuse when called upon to turn up and
read a passage, and few will resent being thus
called upon.  From this beginning, they may
gradually be brought+to share in the discus-
sion, and thus one of the very strongest
desires of the teacher may be realized.

The greatest value of the method, however,
1= that it aids in bringing the members of the
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Class to the place where they are ready to
accept the teaching of the lesson. This is
the supreme object of teaching Bible Classes.

Each teacher must work out his own
methods and use those which he finds most
effective in his hands.  But many have found
this one very ‘effective, and I heartily recom-
mend it to all who are engaged in what is a
very difficult, but a very noble work

Bridgewater, N.S,

r~— v~

A Fine Combination
“// Frank )';//,I,

Purpose, plus personality, make a fine team,
and nowhere can they flourish better or render
a finer service than in a Bible Class. Each
supplements the other ; each is stronger for
the strength of the other.

How effective the Bible Class teacher of
high purpose may be when, behind his life
and work, 13 a personality that is true and
tried. The spoken word from such a one

Open Letters to a Sunday School Superintendent
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becomes weighted with additional effective-
ness beeause of the character behind the word,
and the union of purpose and personality.

Not only 1s the spoken word, in classsession
or in private conversation, from such ¢ source
efficacious, but the hand elasp of friendship,
when given by one whose personality is f(-‘t
in the very grip, is of the highest value, and
the impact of such a friend, on the Bible Class
member, will be felt through all the years.

And the higher the purpose in the heart and
mind of the teacher, the more valuable the
grade of personality that adds the needed
vital touch. 'The two make a fine and ir-
resistible combination, the radiating influ-
ences of which are beyond human reckoning.

When the heart is aglow” with a Christlike
passion for one’s fellowmen, then these twin
gifts will be doubly sanctified, life is made
rarer and sweeter, human intercourse is en-
nobled, and Jesus himself, in whom purpose
and personality met, must look with divine
favor on such a union.

Toronto

Open Letters to a Sumlay School Supcrintemlem
Lerrer No. VII.

Dear Superintendent :

You will probably be wondering why 1
omitted to even mention Teacher Training
in my last letter. Well, there were good
reasons, but principally because it is so im-
portant that I wanted a whole letter in which

to discuss it with you.

For some reason, Teacher Training is not
muking the headway it deserves. There may
be several different causes operating to bring
about this unfortunate result

There is one primary reason to my mind,
all others being subordinate. Superintendents
as a rule are not seized of the necessity for
such work. Almost all of them will admit it
is a good thing, will speak in favor of it and
vote for it and all that sort of thing. These
men really believe that they want it.  Asa
matter of fact, the rcal importance of teacher
tra‘ning, its vital connection with sucecessful
teaching, its effect on the whole outlook of
the teacher have not been grasped at all.
These superintendents are really and truly
indifferent. Probably if they could express
what they really but unconsciously feel about
the whole matter, they would, think aloud as
follows : “We've got along pretty well for
the past thirty yvears without all this fuss
about teacher training and,”..the re-
mainder of the story is superfluous.

liven where superintendents are convinced
of the supreme importance of teacher training,
there is often the inborn conservatism of
teachers to be overcome. Many of them
speak and think somewhat along the lines
mentioned above. Considerable iuertia has
then to be overcome before such a body of
teachers ean be brought to the point of en-
thusiasmn  for self-<improvement through
training

A third difficulty lies in securing a capable
leader for a training class. To my mind,
however, this difficulty is commonly exag-
gerated.  All difficulties, however, have a
habit of disappearing before determined
effort.

One solution of the training problem that
is quite workable in many Schools lies in the
organization of a class of prospective teachers,
young men and women .rom seventeen years
of age .nd upwards who would meet at the
time of the regular Sunday School session.
I'or such a class it is easier to get a leader
than it is for one of teachers 'in service.
Students of this age are young and enthu-
siastie, open to ideas and ideals, anxious for
service and usually ready to train. A couple
of years of systematic study on a good course
will do wonders for such young people.

It is not the technical training prineipally
that counts, but the new point of view. They




l"'ﬂill to realize the nature of the task before
the teacher, its difficulties and problems, the
need for study, the importance of church
School work and their own inadequate pre-
paration for it—a most wholesome point of
view. When they enter upon teaching it is
usually with some measure of humility and
real desire to make good
Fortunately, we now have an excellent
course available, one of the very best indeed,
80 there is no trouble on that score. The
main problem is to get going.
Yours hopefully,
\ FELLOW SUIERINTENDENT

v~~~

“Far Back™ Mission Sunday Schools
By Rev. W. T, Prittie, B.A

There are dozens of Sundav Schools in
Northern Ontario, in the farming distiiets
remote from railroads, where the Sunday
School is kept open the vear round by the
people of the mission field. The minister or
student 18 never present for the School session
When he comes, it is for public worship in the
church service. Thisis no fault of the student
or missionary, beeause his field is so large
that it is impossible to cover all the ground
and attend both church and Sunday School
services

The children in these “far back”™ Sunday
Schools are as deeply attached to their Sehool
as are the children in the finest  and best
equipped School in the land, where the min-
ister is present every Sunday After all, the
sSundayv School teacher is the real force in
our work. In any School, the teacher's in-

uence on the life of the. bovs and girls in his
class is the chief human factor in the work of
religious education. This 1s why boy il
girls trained in isolated Sunday Scehools never
forget their old School, and their beloved
teacher, however far, in after davs, they may
be removed from its scenes

The Teacuers MoNtiuy, the QUarTeg-
LIES, In some cases the Graded Le<sons, and
the Sunday School papers of our church, are
the main stay, apart from the Bible, of these
“far back " Schools.  The Helps never fail to
interest, instruct, inspire, both toacher and
scholar in their Bible study and Christian
service.  In many homes you can find num-
bers of these papers and CQuart lies whirh
the children have carefully treasured up, and
to which they refer from time to tim

In these remote distriets, young prople ar
conspicuous by their absence.  In odd ey
a4 young man or voung woman remodi t
home because of special need. The great
majority respond to the eall of the world
work in distant places, Tl
all, in their earlier days, been envolled in the

iese people have
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little Sunday School.  There they learned to
believe and to understand the great principles
of the Christian religion and to love the Lord
Jesus Christ

These are the young people who form the
backbone of many a church and Sunday
School out in the big towns and cities of the
world.  Some of these boys and girls go to
high school, and later to college. Occasion-
allv one of them comes to our northern
mining towns as a mining engineer or a school
teacher.  Without fail they prove loyal to
their early training and range themselves
beside the minister and the church. Why
this is so 1s worthy of serious thought.

These isolated communities and farming
districts are not all organized for Sunday
School work.  Oeccasionally a trained Sunday
School worker is sent out by the Assembly’s
Bourd who devotes all his time to the organi-
zation of such Schools.  His time is well
spent.  But the Distriet Superintendent of
Missions, Mr. J. D. Byrnes, in the east of
Northern Ontario, has the greatest oppor-
tunity for this work. Our distriet superin-
tendent is alive to the importance of these
“far back™” Sunday Schools. He will not
neglect them in the multitude of his other
an l more 1"‘“‘[’“"“'”.\ lll”l"‘

Copper ( T, Ont
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Conventions versus Institutes
By a Sunday School Worker

The tendeney in Sunday School work has
been to lay considerable emphasis upon large
conventions held annually to stimulate en-
thusiasm in the work. Very great good has
been accomplished by these means, and 1
hesitate to say a word that might cast any re-
flection on the policy, but for the conviction
that good as these conventions are, it is, inmy
judgment, a case of the good being enemy of
the best

Never did our Sunday Schools need trained
leaders as to-day. The new vision of the
possibilities of religious eduecation, with all
that it entails in the way of changes in educa-
tional methods and administration, make it
more and more evident, that there is some-
thing of equal, if not greater, importance,
than the enthusiasm created by means of a
large convention, important as that is.

F'o carry out the programme of religious
edueation, requires such a knowledge of what
religions education is, what it aims at, and
how it may be carried out that mere enthu-
siasm without some measure of knowledge is
langerons in that it leads to confusion and
disappointment. It is a fundamental neces-
sity, therefore, that we get trained leaders,
who have sufficient knowledge of the prin-
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ciples of religious education, that the work
may be carried on with steady progress and
without distressing reactions.

As to the solution of the problem, I am of
the opinion that the Summer School and the
Winter Institute are the greatest available
aids to its solution. R

In this connection I have becn greatly im-
pressed with the evident foresightedness and
sanity of the Y.M.C.A. leaders. Their *Red
Triangle Fund” includes a small percentage
to be devoted to boys’ work in Canada. Of
the sum thus placed at their tlisrns:xl, a por-
tion has been set aside to provide means for
sending secretaries to Summer Schools when
they might not otherwise go from lack of
funds.

Not only is this done, but those in charge of
this fund are bringing pressure to bear on
those whom they think should go to take
advantage of the opportunity. What 1 ad-

Picturesin the Beginners Department
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mire is the vision evident in that these Y.M.
C.A. leaders see that the essential to any
aggressive movement in Canada is trained,
as well as inspired, leaders. Any man who
goes to Lake Couchiching returns, not only
with renewed enthusiasm, but with greatly
increased capacity, and at such a small out-
lay.

In Sunday School work ‘vast efforts and
much money have been spent in great con-
ventions and relatively a comparatively small
amount of time and effort on the more per-
manent and solid work of the summer school
or of the institute in winter. I am inclined
to think that this should be reversed. I am
not sure but that the big Provincial Conven-
tion might not with profit be dropped tem-
porarily, and in its place let time and energy
and money be concentrated upon the work of
actually training men and women for the
vastly important work of the religious educa-
tion of the young.

THE DEPARTMENTS

Pictures in the Beginners Department
By Miss Florence L. Cameron

No one doubts the value of pictures in these
days, either as a means of entertainment or
instruction. One sees them on every side
being used for many purposes. Our maga-
zines are full of them, and our signboards are
covered with them, advertising various things.
Manufacturers recognize the appeal that an
attractive picture of their goods makes. Our
Government realized the value of pictures,
when they used posters to aid recruiting.
Some of these posters will never be forgotten
because they portrayed the wonderful heroism
and self-sacrifice of our men at the front. A
scientist has said that we remember five-
tenths of what we see. It is important that
we see the right things for what we remember
makes our thoughts and our thoughts shape
our character.

Pictures make a very strong appeal to little
children. How pleased they are with the gift
of a picture book, and how often a story is
remembered simply from the pictures. We
need pictures in our Beginners Departments.
’l‘heg can be used more than any other part
of the equipment.

We should choose good pictures to hang on
our walls. The chilﬁren who gather around
them before the Sunday session are uncon-
sciously influenced by their teaching.

Pictures are of great value in the lesson talk.
If we happen to be teaching the story of God's
care of the baby Moses, we try to have the
child understand and appreciate that care,
by talking about a mother's care for her
childy We might show him pictures, cut from
magazines, of the many things a mother does
for her baby, and, later, wher the story of
God's eare 1s told, he is able to understand
this greater love and protection.

Children are interested in picking out the
picture of what they want to say ‘“Thank
you" to God for, from a number on the
teacher’s table at Thanksgiving time. Per-
haps they choose the picture of a home, or a
pet, or some colored vegetables or fruit that
the teacher has found in looking through seed
catalogues and magazines. Their thanks are
very spontaneous and natural, as they pin
these pictures on the screen, or blackbozrd.

In teaching new songs, pictures arouse the
children’s interest ,at once. Let them look
at the picture of Jesus blessing little children,
and then show them another of the children
singing praises to Jesus, as he entered the city
of Jerusalem, and they will be ready to learn,
“Praise Him, praise Him, all ye fittle chil-
dren,” that simple yet lovely little song from
“Carols.”

How often we find use for the little cut-out
pictures that are prépared for Beginners.
They add much to the pleasure of receiving a
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birthday letter from the teacher. They make
an attendance card more attractive, and can
often be used on the little souvenir for special
days.

From samples of wall paper and from crepe
paper car be cut wonderful birds and flowers.
In using crepe paper, it can be pasted first on
stiff paper and then cut out and pinned
around the room above the low moulding,
and then on the burlap below put up the pic-
tures for the coming lessons. There are
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many lovely colored ones of children making
gardens, and birds building nests, and all the
things that tell of the wonderful new life at
springtime.

The colored Perry pictures of birds, butter-
flies and flowers are splendid to have in a
Beginners collection of pictures.

Let us get the habit of looking at every
picture we see with the thought ever before
us of its probable use to us in our work.

Peterborough, Ont.

Birthdays in the Primary Departnient

By Miss B

The celebration of the birthday is a very
important yearly event in the child’s life. It
is an opportunity for fellowship between
teacher and scholar, and also among the
scholars themselves. Birthdays should, Jhere-
fore, be fittingly recognized in the Sunday
School.

It is well that this recognition should take
a different form from that in the home, where
the child usually receives gifts, so that he
may be given the opportunity of expressing
thanks to God for bis care, by means of
prayer or song and by making some gift for
others,

The gift is usually money,—perhaps one
cent for each year of the child’s life. The
children take great pleasure in counting this
woney as it 1s dropped into the birthday
bank. It is important, however, to remem-
ber that some children will not be able to
bring this offering, and care should be taken
that no child’s birthday is overlooked on this
account,

Since the offering brought is a gift for
others, it should be used for some missionary
purpose, and since children demand the con-
crete in everything, they should be told the
purpose for which the money is to be spent.
They will enjoy giving much more if they
know that what they give is to help some
other child,—in India, or China—and how
very happy they are if they know the name
of that child, and may see his picture. @

The birthday service itself should be as
worshipful as possible. The child should be
made to feel that God cares for him, and that
teacher and pupils are glad that it is his
birthday.

The superintendent or teacher may begin
by asking the ‘“birthday children’ to come
to the front of the room, or, better still, she
may call each child by name, announcing at
the same time that Wednesday was Annie's
birthday, or Friday was Tommy's. This

. C. JounsTOoN

makes the service personal. The child may
then present his gift, and a birthday song of
greeting may be sung.

Some teachers and superintendents plan to
allow the child to choose some favorite hymn
to be sung by the whole class or Department,
Follow this with the good wishes of ull, ex-
pressed in some such manner as : “We wish
you many happy birthdays,"” and close with
a prayer for God's continued care and help
in showing the child all the kind and loving
things he may do during the coming year.
This service may be very brief, but it is a
bright and impressive spot in the child’s life.

Fellowship between teacher and scholar is
greatly promoted if the teacher remembers to
send Tommy a letter addressed espeecially to
him, in time to reach him on his birthday.
This letter is valued very highly if two or
three pictures are pasted at different places
through it. A birthday card, bearing some
suitable picture and message, may be used in
place of the letter, or may be given to the
child at the time of the Birthday Service in
Sunday School. If it bears the child’s name
and that of the teacher it will be particularly
appreciated by both parent and child.

Of course, it is necessary that there should
be an accurate record ofr{irthdays, kept by
the secretary and by the class teacher. A
special book in which the ehildren’s names are
arranged according to the month in which
they were born, is a great convenience and by
means of it the secretary is able to give to the
superintendent, each Sunday, the names of
the children whose birthdays occurred during
the week.

Birthday calendars may also be used.
These can be made of twelve sheets of brown
or gray cardboard, about 15 inches wide and
241ncheslong. The lower half of each should
bear a calendar for one month, on which may
be marked, in colored crayon, the birthdays
which occur during that month. The upper
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half of each should bear a picture and verse
suitable for the sear n. These may be used
for several years by changing only the lower
half.

Variety is introduced by using different
kinds of Kanks for each year or Quarter. For
example, if the money contributed is to be
used for North American Indians, a box in

Juniors During the Week
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the shape of a tepee could be used, or if, at
Christmas, cheer is to be sent to poorer chil-
dren, a bag in the form of a stocking would be
most appropriate.

Recognition of birthdays is worth while.
It links the home with the Sunday School, and
is a bond between teacher and pupil.

Toronto

Juniors During the Week

By Mgs. R. McBroom

Slowly, but surely, in these days, the church
is coming to recognize that ‘“the old order
changeth, yielding place to new.” Long,
since, the Sabbath School teacher realized
that she was not merely an expositor of reli-
gious truths for an hour each Sunday, but
that, in order to helpfully influence the lives
of her boys or girls, she must be interested in
their daily life at home, in school, and on the
playground.

The need of properly directed activities is
one of the first factors now recognized in all
organizations for boys and girls, and the wide-
awake church of to-day realizes that she, too,
must provide for that need. It isthe church's
great opportunity to hold the pupils who
have no religious influence at home.

How, then, shall we meet this need in the
lives of our Juniors? Of course, the ideal
church will have its gymnasium and play-
room which will be open during the week to
boys and girls. Under good leadership, man
organized activities may be introduced.
These will appeal strongly to the boys and
girls who love to “belong” to something.
They should be very simple and may be either
a mass organization including the member-
ship of the whole department, or may include
all the boys in one group and all the girls in
another ; or, smaller groups composed of the
members of a class, or the Juniors of one year
grouped together.

_ To Juniors much of the real enjoyment lies
in organizing, and a wise leader wiil merely
direct, letting the boys and girls work out
their own organization. Under the head of
organized activities, different clubs may be
formed, as, for example :

An Athletic Club which will provide for
tennis, croquet, ball, roller skating, ete., for
the summer months, and gymnasium and
physical culture for the winter months. When
a church has not thé necessary accommoda-
tion, sometimes interested members will allow
a basement or unused roor to ha turned into

a clubreom, or will regularly entertain a
“Porch Club.”

A Philanthropic Club may be iutroduced
for part of the year. It may take the form of
the toy-menders, bookbinders (making scrap-
books), doll dressmakers, candymakers,
Christmas makers, or any youthful expression
of helpfulness or making a good time for
others. A snow-shovel brigade may be
formed to look after sidewalks of elderly
people.

Educational Clubs may be formed, but
under such names as “Society for First Aid
to the Injured,” with ambulance, hospital,
and fire drills ; or a Press Club, a Carperter
Shop, Debating Society, Missionary Con, ress,
Kitchen Garden, cooking or fancy work club.
These various organizations would have a
name, officers, regular business meeting, and,
of course, a pin or button, and a yell.

Besides, there are activities which do not
call for special organization. Meetings for
such may be held in either the church or the
teacher’s home. These would provide oppor-
tunity for special work, such as notebook and
other handwork in connection with Sabbath
School lessons. Part of the period may be
spent in definite work and the remainder in
games or outdoor sports.

Finally, and, may I say, equally important,
teachers should, when possible, meet with
their pupils occnsionul[y just for ‘“‘good
times.” One afternoon at a social or pienic
gives a better chance of getting acquainted
than many weeks in Sabbath School. For
these gatherings the teacher may suggest plans
or games, but usually the boys and girls will
suggest all that is necessary. Besides regular
socials and picnics it is possible to have bird
walks, flower hunts, and nutting parties.
Some Schools have a summer camp where the
boys camp one week and the girls the next.

The teacher who makes boys and girls feel
that Sunday School and the truths there
taught touch their lives at every point, and
every day in the week, who enters into week-
day plans with as much earnestness as into
the Sunday lesson, has solved the problem of
weekday accivities whether by organization
or without.
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The Organized Class for Boys

By Rev. A. C. Crews, D.D.

“My boy seems to have lost interest in the
Sunday School,” said a father, some time ago.
““He does not care about attending and every
Sunday I have to urge him to go."”

What were the exact causes for thisindiffer-
ence, it is unnecessary, just here, to enquire,
but it certainly brought considerable anxiety
to his parents.

Quite suddenly there came a remarkable
change, and the lad began to show, not only
interest, but actual enthusiasm in the Sunday
School, attending regularly, and always going
a little ahead of time. The secret of the
transformation came out one day when a
friend asked him if he interded to be at
School. “Sure thing," said he, “I've got to
be there, for 1 am president of the class.”

This answer revealed the fact that this class
of boys had recently been organized, officers
appointed, and a programme of week day
activities adopted. The teacher, who had
formerly been trying to do everything himself,
had been making an effort to enlist the co-
operation of his scholars by giving each one
something to do, and quite naturally, they
responded heartily.

Two of the lads had been appointed ic look
out for new members, two others to visit any
who were sick, and three designated as a
Committee to arrange for a ** jolly good time,"
once a week. The boys felt that they were
really of some importance, and began to
measure up to the responsibilities put upon
them. This may seem queer to many people
who have not studied boy nature, but there
is a real psychological basis for what had been
accomplished.

Everybody is familiar with what organiza-
tion has done for the Adult classes. New life
has thereby been infused into that department
of the Sunday School, and thousands of men
and women have been brought into the mem-
bership, who formerly cared nothing for Bible
study.

If organization has done so much for the
Adults, why may it not be applied, with equal
success, to the Senior and Intermediate
classes ? In seeking to answer this question,
wonderful results have been achieved in the
“Secondary Division.”

What is known as the “teen age’ is perhaps
the most critical period of life. ll:\{)its are
then being formed ; associations exert the
most powerful influence ; the decisions that
are made make or mar the whole career.

For some time past, it has been the lament
of Sunday School workers that so many boys
at this age drift away from their influence.

The Sunday School, in too many cases, has
been a “bag with holes,” and priceless trea-
sures have been dropping through. It is sad
for the teachers of Primary and Junior Depart-
ments to see the children, whom they have so
earnestly taught, becoming indifferent shortly
after they have been promoted to the Inter-
mediate Department. Something must be
done to hnl(\ them, and if organization will
help, why not try it ?

It has been discovered that the very best
kind of a club for a group of boys is a Sunday
School class, and it can be conducted success-
fully without any elaborate equipment.

Toronto

r~— e~

A Boy Scout Camp
By Rev. C. E. Kidd, B.D.

Ten bright days in July, a sandy beach
close to a high and dry camp ground, plenty
of wood convenient for fuel and bonfires.
Only half an hour from home, by water or by
land, which meant no chance for lonesomeness
there or here.  Out in front the great St.
Lawrence, nine miles wide, dotted with green
and wooded islets.

Twenty-five boys, ten to fifteen, with two or
three leaders who will be boys always. A
fine, jolly returned soldier to direct the cook-
ing, and sure of relays of boys to help. Not
too many rules, or too rigid, relaxing yet more
as the day grows hotter.  Plenty to eat, good
plain food, with variety, and surprises now
and then, and some restrictions as to green
apples and like dainties. Considerable free-
dom, largely their own discipline, and some
spirit of competition in wooderaft and other
Scout work, and in tent-keeping. Enough
money on hand to pay all l)il{s. and even to
stay a day or two extra, but always close camp
the day before a thunderstorm if possible.
Four dollars a week for each boy is plenty.
Have the funds all ready, plans made early, a

distinet understanding as to the absolutely.

necessary things for camp. Plenty of latitude
in trying out pet camping schemes. Fly the
flag, raising and lowering with appropriate
ceremony. Punctuality 1s most important,
and soon respected. Story telling around
camp-fires well provided for. Must interest-
ing were an old settler’s tales of Indian camps
of his boyhood, on the same ground, and then
the locating of actual sites and traces.

Put them on their honor. Trust them and
keep them busy, and all is serene.

Gananoque, Ont.




The Older Boy and His Religious Needs

A Girls’ Training Class
By Rev. John W. Little, B.D.
S. 8. Field Secretary, Synods of Manitoba
and Saskatchewan

A visit by one of our Field Secretaries to
Central Butte, Sask, and a talk on the Cana-
dian Girls in Training programme led to the
appointment of two older girls to attend the
Training Camp at Lumsden Beach, last year.

The delegates returned to their home con-
gregation with a new vision of the possibilities
of the organized class and the value of the
fourfold development.

Since then, they have been meeting after 4
o'clock on Wednesdays with a leader, the
average attendance being 15 in the summer
and 10 in the winter. The Class is well or-
ganized and they are taking the Canadian
Girls In Training Programme.

As the result of personal encouragement to
cooperate in the devotional midweek session,
three of the girls now lead in prayer. The
Bible study centres round Bible characters
esperially women. A song is practised for the
following Sunaay session.

The practical talks cover a wide range of
subjects, such as Outdoor Life, Nature Study,
First Aid, Home Responsibilities, Health,
Eduecation, ete. On one oceasion, the
mothers were asked to send sealed envelopes

The Older Boy and

“If a boy has gone through his teens and
has not formed the habit of service, we may
try to break him in when he is twenty-five or
thirty, but it is a difficult task.”—FEdgar M.
Robinson

The question of the social development of
the boy is very closely related to his service
ideals. In discussing “the gang,” wesaw that
this first manifestation of the social conscious-
ness began about the dawn of adolescence.
This desire to form social groups is but one
phase of the service spirit. It is the beginning
of that age old demand of democracy after
‘“rights,” and the equally fundamental desire
of the human Reart after service through the
performance of “duties.” For the first time,
now the youth is becoming genuinely altruistic.
Heisreally ready to make sacrifices, to endure
hardships for the sake of others. The self-
ness of childhood is passing into the sacrificial
idealism of the youth, before it matures into
the unselfish service of th- Christian, or
hardens into the selfishness of the worldling.
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with questions relating to the relationships
of a girl to her home and the practical prob-
lems involved. These were read and formed
the basis of a very interesting discussion.

The social life of the Class is cared for
mainly through their participation in the
monthly Christian Endeavor Society social
evening.

Every“effort is"made to secure the forma-
tion of right life habits. The members all
observe the Morning Watch, using the Daily
Bible Readings in connection with the Sunday
School lessons as the basis of their study.
The idea of service for others is emphasized.
A concert was given and half of tha prosacds
was donated to the organ fund of the chureh,
the other half to a baseball equipment.

The Class has not been organized long and
the work is new, but the results already at-
tained are most encouraging. One could not
listen to the story as told at our recent Pro-
vineial Convention without feeling how vital
such work is and how much the Canadian
Girls in U'raining Programme may do in our
rural Schools, without special equipment,
when the leader has a real appreciation of its
value and is willing to take the time and put
forth the effort necessary to make her leader-
ship effective.

Regina, Sask.

His Religious Needs

By Rev. C. A. Myers, M.A.
VII. In TRAINING FOR SERVICE

It is the teacher’s rare privilege now to chal-
lenge these never again so impressionable
young people to worth while tasks for Christ
and the church. These tasks, however, must
not be child tasks, nor adults’ tasks, but older
boys' tasks, suited to his interests and abilities.

recruits are wanted for the ministry, now
is the time to recruit them. If men are
wanted for missions service, who so ready to
go? It is stated that 75 per cent. of all who
go into definitely Christian service, such as
ministers, missionaries, ete., made the deci-
sion to do so while yet in their teens. It was
as a teen age boy that David Livingstone
reached the great resolve of his life, and Abra-
ham Lincoln as a teen age boy in New Orleans,
witnessing the iniquities of the slave traffic,
registered his vow to ‘“hit it hard” when he
got a chance.

If, however, our teen age boys are going to
be fitted to take their place in the great field
of service as men, they must have more than
the desire, and more even than the decision
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to serve. They must also be “trained” so as
to be efficient when that great day comes.
Qur Canadian boys’ programme is designed
with this in view. It is frankly a “Course of
Training,” a Canadian Course of Training,
setting up a standard for Canadian boys of
Christian effectiveness in their service tasks.
It is, furthermore, not merely a training for
service but a training in service, and this is
very important, for one of the great lessons
we are learning to-day is that the only way
really to learn anything is by doing it. The
text chosen to set forth the ideal is: “I am
among you as he that serveth.”

The scope of the training is suggested by
the ever widening circle of interests.

1. The Home. Home relationships come
first. It should be central in the boy's life.
and the service programme should start there.
It seeks through suggestions on Home and
Home Service to direct the boy's attention to
helpful ways of assisting parents and younger
brothers and sisters to make the home rela-
tionship all that it ought to be.

2. The Community. For the older teen age
boys, the community interests begin to bulk
more largely. There are many lines of activ-
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ity for boys in regard to community better-
ment, especially now since the community
movement is beginning to take such a large
place in our thinking and plannings.

3. The school for school boys and the im-
portance of a right choice of life work give
much scope for service training. The crusade
for ““clean speech, clean sports, and clean
habits’’ can be made to present a splendid
avenue for personal and cooperative effort,
and vocational guidance should form a part
of every boys' work programme.

4. The church and Sunday School opens up
the whole field of missionary and benevolent
activity. Systematic and proportionate giv-
ing is required, and there is plenty of oppor-
tunity for personal and class benevolence in
meeting local needs. Teachers should take
pains to know at first hand the missionary
enterprises of their own church, and thus be
able to lead the boys to a right appreciation of
its interest and importance. ‘“‘The implant-
ing of the missionary spirit,”” says Turnbull,
““so as to give it control of the life of every
pupil may fairly be said to be the chief and
sole purpose of the Sunday School.”

Toronto

HOW THE WORK GOES ON

Rev. J. D. McKenzie, of Zion Preshyterian
Church, Charlottetown, P.E.I., writes : “We
carry on a number of organized classes in the
Sunday School and follow the C.S.E.T. course
with two large groups of boys—24 Trail
Rangers and 18 Tuxis.”

During the year 1918, until the cessation
of the War, the Sunday School of Falmouth
Street Church, Sydney, N.S., contributed one
collection each month to the Prisoners of War
Fund, for Canadian prisoners in Germany.
The missions of our church are kept before the
children both in teaching and in having a
missionary address one Sunday each month.

Diplomas and seals for memorizing the
General Assembly’s Memory Passages have
been awarded to 12 scholars of the Sunday
School of Zion Church, Carleton Place, Ont.,
while one has received the Certificate for
memorizing Carson’s Primary Catechism,
and two have received the Certificate for
memorizing the Shorter Catechism.

The Sunday School of Westminster Church,

Winnipeg, reports that under the direction of
a Missionary Superintendent, and a Mis-
sionary Committee, five minute talks on
missions have been held in all Departments
during the School sessions; and Quarterly mis-
sionary rallies of all Departments were held
throughout the year 1918. The Bible Class
devoted itself very largely to missionary
work and made handsome contributions to
mission funds.

The following is the excellent record of the
Sunday School of the Presbyterian Church
Avonmore, Ont., for the memorizing of
Scripture and the Catechisms, Shorter and
Primary, during 1918 : For the Scripture
Memory Diploma, 8 scholars ; for the Gold
Seal, 2 ; the Red Seal, 2 ; Shorter Catechism
Diplomas, 5; Certificates for Memorizing
Scripture, 6 ; Certificates for Primary Cate-
chism, 17. One little tot won the Certificate
offered for ages four and five years by repeat-
ing 50 verses.

. The Elementary Superintendent of the
Sunday School in Knox Church, Weyburn,
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Sask., in her report to the congregation for
1918, says : ‘“The teachers and pupils all
seem to enjoy the Graded Lessons. We
would ask, in order that they may be made
more helpful and educative, that the parents
would unite with us in our efforts to have the
pupils do individual home work in connection
with their Sabbath School lessons. . . In the
year Certificates for correct repetition of
Memory Passages assigned by tLe General

Training Leaders for the Forward Movement
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Assembly’s Board of Sabbath Schools and
Young People’s Societies, were granted to
pupils. A record of church attendance of
pupils was kept from March to October.
Under this scheme all those who attended
45 morning services in the year were to re-
ceive Certificates, but on account of the fact
that only 34 services were held, all who at-
tended 28 services received Certificates.
Twelve pupils received Certificates.

THE S.S. AND Y. P.S. BOARD

The space in this department is at the disposal of the General Assembly’s Board of Sabbath
Schools and Young People’s Societies, of which Rev. J. C. Robertson, D.D., and Rev. C. A. Myers,
M .A., Confederation Life Bwilding, Toronlo, are the Secretaries, and s devoled to the plans,

policies and work of the Board.

Recommendations of the Board to the
General Assembly

The following recommendations were pre-
sented to the General Assembly at its meeting
in Hamilton in June. These give a pretty
definite outline of the plans that are to receive
special emphasis in the immediate future.
Anything that local Sunday School or indi-
vidual workers can do to help push these along
will be much appreciated :

“With a view to full cooperation in the
Forward Movement, emphasis should be given
during the ensuing year by the Board of
Sabbath Schools and Young People’s Socie-
ties, by its related Committees in Synods and
Presbyteries and by Sessions to the following :

1. Religious Instruction and Training in the
Home. Provide help and guidance to parents
in the religious instruction and training of
their children, and relate more closely to the
home the work being carried on in the Sunday
School.

2. Extension Work. Use every available
means to provide through Sunday Schools,
Home Departments, Young People's Socie-
ties and similar agencies for reaching and
helping all those as yet overlooked or neglect-
ed, for whom our church is responsible.

3. Evangelism. Give special care %o the
promotion of all plans approved by our
church for leading our boys and girls to
definite decision for Christ.

4. Young People's Work. Provide suitable
means for enlisting and training a much larger
number of our young people for definite lines
of Christian service.

5. Cooperative Interdenominational Work.
Endorse the plan for cooperative Sunday
School promotion work as agreed upon by the

representatives of the Sunday School Council
of Evangelical Denominations and the Inter-
national Sunday School Association.”

~—r~—

Training Leaders for the Forward Move-
ment

Many leaders will be needed during the
summer and autumn to explain more fully the
plans and programme of the Forward Move-
ment to all the congregations of ‘our church.
The Board of Sabbath Schools and Young
People’s Societies is seeking to help increase
the number of these trained leaders in several
ways.

One way which was followed out very suc-
cessfully in April and May was to arrange for
a series of Synod Committees and Confer-
ences, one for each of the eight Synods of our
church, to which were invited all Presbhytery
Conveners of Sabbath Schools and Young
People’s work and others specially interested
in Religious Education.

The programme of the Forward Movement
and Christian Education was presented and
thoroughly discussed at each Conference with
meetings continuing usually for two full days,
and practical plans were made for carrying
out the decisions reached. As a result of
these meetings, more than one hundred men
representing every Presbytery in Canada
are now ready and willing to give to the limit
of their available time in presenting this
department of the work of the church wher-
ever they may be required.

Not the least important result of these
meetings was the deepened conviction on the
part of all who attended that the religious in-
struction and training of the young is a funda-
mental part of the Forward Movement, and
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t hat one of the most effective ways of strength-
ening this work is by providing immediately
all possible help and encouragement to the
workers in our Sunday Schools.

v~ i~

The School

The fourth in the series of hooks on the
first year's work in the New Standard Teacher
Training Course is Tur Scnoor. Its plan is
to outline clearly and briefly the purpose,
organization aud programme of a School of
the church which could provide an adequate
course in religious education for all ages.
The following Examination Paper, used last
vear, will give some idea of the contents of
the book and also of the nature of the exam-
ination as conducted by the Board. Any
Sunday School worker should be better fitted
for his work by a careful study of this book :

EXAMINATION PAPER
PrESpYTERIAN CHURCH IN CANADA
New Standard Teacher Training Course
Tue ScHooL
One hour and a half)

1. What is the essential difference between
a regular church service and a Sunday School
session 7 Explain fully.

2. What are the principal requirements for
a suitable School building ?

3. Compare and contrast the curriculum
for the Beginners and the Junior Depart-
ments,

{. Give an outline programme for a Sunday
session and a week day session for a teen age
l".'l‘\4

5. Name four reconstructive forees which
are specially fitted to help young people in

leadership, and show how the Young People's
Department of the Church may use these
forces.

6. Indicate fully the scope and aim of the
Home Department.

~°~
" Last Call for Summer Schools, 1919

Some of the Summer Schools will already
have been held by the time this “Call” a
pears in print, but a number are to be held
during July and August.

1t can safely be said that the Schools this
year will prove to have been as good as the
vest yet held, and it is even hoped to break
some records during 1919.

Here is one opportunity by which ministers,
superintendents and other leaders can be
confident of increasing the number and effi-
ciency of their staff of workers for next
autumn by seeing to it that selected repre-
sentatives attend a Summer School. There
are far more young people who would be glad
to take advantage of this kind of an outin
than can at present be accommodated at al
the available Summer Schools. It requires
only some porsonal interest on the part of
local leaders to guarantee an overflowing en-
rolment. The leaders of the Summer Schools
will on their part guarantee that all who enroll
will find it well worth while having done so.

The June number of TEpcHERS MONTHLY
gave the complete list for each Province for
all the various departments, General, Mis-
sionary, Sunday School, Boys, Girls, ete.
Further information and detailed programmes
can be obtained by writing at once to the
General Secretary, Rev. J. C. Rohertson,
D.D., Confederation Life Building, Toronto.

RESULTS OF TEACHER TRAINING EXAMINATIONS

The following have successfully passed the Teacher Training Examinations, and have received
Certificates and Diplomas, as indicated, from the office of the Board of Sabbath Schools and Young
People’s Societies, Confederation Life Building, Torento.

Arrip, 1019

I. New Sraxparp Teacuer Training Course

. Middle Musquodoboit, N.S.—Rev. M. H, McIntosh, Minister. The Teacher : Mrs, Wm. H. Guild, Bertha
C. Moore, Mrs, Edward McFetridge, Mrs. Geo. 8. Dickey, Flora H. Little, Grace D, Archibald, Greta MecCurdy,

Jamesina Moore, Mary L. Archibald, Mabel S, McIntosh.
Gorrie, Ont—~Rev. Andrew Laing, Minister. The Pupil :

Arthur, Ont.—Rev, Will J. Taylor, Minister. The Teache
Mrs. Mary A. Taylor, Ida Yeoman, Mrs. R. Rutherford.

Baddeck, N.S.—~Rev. John MacKinnon, Minister,
Macaskill.

Mrs. W, A Irwin, J. W. Gamble, Mabel Irwin.
: Christena Johnston, Mrs. Stanley MacDougall,

S

The Pupil: Ruth MacRae, Hanna R. MacKay, E. V.

Hamilton, Ont—Rev. A, H. MacGillivray, Minister. The Pupil : Marion Depew, Jean Headon, Maric

Strachan, Louise McNichol

Hamilton, Ont.—Rev. W. H. Sedgewick, Minister.

The Pupil : Grace Kirkpatrick.

: Walkerton, Ont.—Rev. W. H. Burgess, Minister. The Pupil : Edna Pinkney, Leander Bilger, Cecil A. Cargill,
Sertha C. Frame, Elsic Laura Freeman, Elizabeth Nesbitt, Marion T. Robertson, Agnes Warren, Ruth Warren.

Kelowna, B.C.—Rev. Mr. Braden, Minister. The Pupil : Grace McCarthy, Dorothy Morrison, Dorothy

Craze, A, Ivy Laws, Bessie Hang

Moncton, N.B.—Rev. T. P. Drumm, Minister. The Teacher's Stud; ofthe ~Ll'¢ of Christ : Jennie G. Grant,

Annie E. Little, Elsie M. Blakney, Mrs. W. A. Ross, Beulah J. Gibson, Ruby E.

v

oung, Grace Harper,
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Kippen, Ont.—Rev. W. E. M. Ai‘tk('u. Minister, The Teacher's Study of the Life of Christ : FEdna R. Mac-
Gregor, Nellie Caldwell, Gladys MacLean, Robert C. MacLean, Willie Finlayson, Margaret Mellis, Robert David

Elgie.

II. First Staxparp Teacaer TraiNing Course

Chamcook, N.3.—The Pupil and The School : Mrs. Jas. MeMillan,

Diploma : Mrs. Jas. MeMillan,

Kingston, Gnt.—The Pupil : Mrs. N. Henry MacLean, Bessie Gates, Stella M. Vanhorn.
N.B.—Those interested in the work of Teacher Training should take notice that a new Course has

been arranged, with new textbooks

It is strongly recommended that all beginners should take up

the new Ooumé rather than the Courses formerly recommended ; and that those who have covered

part of the old

ourses should transfer to the new.

Arrangements have been made, however, to fur-

nish examinations on the old Course for all who wish to complete it, and to give ample credit for work
done on the old Course to those transferring to the new. Leaflet giving full information in regard to
the new Course may be obtained by writing the General Secretary, Rev. J. C. Robertson, D.D., Con-

federation Life Building, Toronto.

A WORD FROM THE BUSINESS MANAGER

BirrapAay CARDS
Many Sunday School teachers have learned
from experience the value of Birthday Cards
as a means of getting into a little closer touch
with their scholars. Any normal boy or girl
likes to have his or her birthday remembered
by the Sunday School teacher. A well chosen

Birthday Card arriving at the home on the
eventful day will go a long way toward winning
a place for the teacher in the heart of he
scholar.

We have a large variety of Birthday Cards
and Folders, for scholars of all ages, par-
ticularly suitable for Sunday School use.

Nearly all have, in addition to the Greeting,
an appropriate Scripture text. All are in
rich, harmonizing colors which make them
most attractive.

A Dainty BirTHDAY BOOKLET
For keeping a record of the scholars’ birth-
days we supply a Birthday Booklet entitled
“Lest we Forget.” 1t is very daintily printed
in purple and gold and has a separate line for

every day of the year. Every Sunday School
teacher should get one of these valuable little
books and use it.

BmsLe Memory HELPERS

Something new and intensely interesting
are the popular Bible Memory Helpers. A
set consists of six beautifully designed cards,
printed by the offset process in striking colors
and each dealing with some particular phase
of the Bible. For example, there is one card
of the most precious Parables. The name of
the parable is given and the book, chapter and
verses where it i found. They may be used
as Bible bookmarks, or, if in the many ways
suggested and minutely deseribed on the
package, a splendidly entertaining and in-
structive time will be spent in class gather-
ings. Teachers have “sund them a great
help to intensify Bible study.

Birthday Cards priced from 25¢. a dozen
upward are illustrated and desecribed in our
1919 Catalogue, also Bible Memory Helpers,
which are 10c. per packet of six cards. Send
for u copy of the Catalogue to-day.

OUR LIST OF PERIODICALS

ILLUSTRATED PAPERS

EAST AND WEST (Weekly).
or more to one address, 60c.
ter. (May begin with any date.)

THE KING'S OWN (Weekly). 40c. per year. Five
or more to one address, 36c. per year, 9¢. per quarter.
(May begin with any month.)

JEWELS. 30c. per year. Five or more to one ad-
dress, 250. per year, 7o. per quarter. (May begin
with any month.) )

75¢. per year. Two
r year, 150. per quar-

MISSiONARY INSTRUCTION

THE LESSON ON MISSIONS. A 4 page monthly for
teachers of Uniform and Departmental Graded Les-
sons—whole School and Bible Classes. 10c. a year,
3o. a quarter. »

UNIFORM SERIES

TEACHERS MONTHLY. 70c. per year, 18c. per
quarter. 2 or more to one address, 64c. per year,
16¢. per quarter.

PATHFINDER. (A monthly Bible Class and Y.P.S.
Magaszine), 50¢. per year, 13¢. per quarter., 2 or
more to one address, 44¢. per year, 11o. per quarter,

HOME STUDY QUARTERLY. { or more to one
address, 20c. per year, 5¢. per quarter,

INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one
address, 20¢. per year, Ge. per quarter,

JUNIOR QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one address,
200. per year, 5. per quarter.

PRIMARY QUARTERLY. 5 or more to one ad-
dress, 20c. per year, 50. per quarter,

HOME STUDY LEAFLET. 5 or more to one ad
dress, Q0. per year, 2}o. per quarter.

INTERMEDIATE LEAFLET. 5 or more to one ad«
dress, 9¢. per year, 2jc. per quarter.
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JUNIOR LEAFLET. 5 or more to one address, 9c.
per year, 2§c. per quarter,

PRIMARY LEAFLET. 5 or more to one address, 9o.
per year, 2§c. per quarter.

COLORED LESSON PICTURE ROLL, $5.50 each
per year, $1.00 each per quarter. (Includes American
postage.)

COLORED LESSON PICTURE CARDS (Corre-
sponding to Roll), 14¢. each per year, 3jc. each per
quarter, (Includes American postage.)

DEPARTMENTAL GRADED SERIES

BEGINNERS DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER :

BraginNers Teacaer's Quarrerny. 60c. per year,
15¢. per quarter,

Broinners Picrure Roun. $3.25 per year, 82¢.
per quarter (American postage included).
FOR THE SCHOLAR :

BeainNegrs BisrLe Stomigs. 24c. per year, 6c. per
quarter,

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER :

Privary Teacuer's Quarreruy. 60c. per year,
15¢. per quarter,

Privary Picrure Roru. $3.25 per year, 82¢. per
quarter (American y ostage included).
FOR THE SCHOLAR :
Privary Bisue Lessons. 24c. per year, 6c. per
quarter,
Privary Haxo Work (13 sheets per quarter in
envelope.) 40c. per year, 10c. per quarter,

July

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
FOR THE TEACHER : 3

Junior Teacaer's Quarsemuy, 60c. per year, 150
per quarter,

FOR THE SCHOLAR :
Junior Work AND STupy Lmssons. 40c. per year,
10c. per quarter,

INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT

InterMEDIATE TEACHER'S QUARTERLY (For teachers
of 12, 13 and 14 year old scholars), 60c. per year, 15¢.
per quarter,

InrerMEDIATE ScHOLAR'S QUARTERLY (For 12, 13 and
14 year old scholars), 50c. per year, 12§e¢. per quarter.

SENIOR DEPARTMENT

Sextor Teacuer's QuarterLy (For teachers of 15, 16,
17 year old scholars), 80c. per year, 15¢. per quarter,

Sanior Scrorar's QuanrTerLy (For 15, 16, 17 year old
scholars), 50c. per year, 12§c. per quarter

YOUNG PEOPLE’S ELECTIVES
(Ages 18 and upward)
[. HistorY AND LiteraTURE OF THE HEsrew ProrLe

[I. Hisrory ANp LiteraTURE OF NEw TESTAMENT
Tives.
III. Tae Bisue anp Social Livina.

(Each Course covers a year and is issued in four
Quarterly Parts, and embraces a Manual for the teach-
er or Leader, and Text Book for the Members of the
Class.)

Teacaer's MANUAL (any one of th: Course), 60c. one
year, 15¢. each Quarterly Part.

Srupent's Texr Book (any one of the Courses), 50¢.
one year, 12§c. each Quarterly Part.

Lesson Calendar : Third Quarter

The Church : Its Life and Work. Aects 2 : 37-37 ; 1 Thess. 5 : 11-15.
Baptism. Matt. 28 : 18-20 ; Acts 8 : 34-40.

The Lord’s Supper. Matt. 26 : 26-30 ; 1 Cor. 11 : 23-26.

Phil. 4 : 10-20.

.. Winning Others to Christ. Acts 16 : 9-15; James 5 : 19, 20.

Luke 10 : 25-37.

Matt. 13 : 31-33, 44-50.

1. July 6.

2. July 13.

3. July 20. .

4. July 27. .. Christian Fellowship.

5. August 3 Christian Worship. John 4 : 1-10, 19-24.
6. August 10

7. August 17 Christian Missions. Acts 1 :8; 14 : 8-20.
8. August 24 Social Responsibility.

9. August S.....Temperance. Dan. 1 :8-20.

10. September 7 The Kingdom of God.

11. September 14 The Future Life. Matt. 25 : 31-46.

12, September 21. .. The Holy Scriptures.

13. September 28.

Ps. 19:7-14 ; 2 Tim. 3 : 14-17.
{EVIEW—Jesus our Saviour and King. Read Matt. 21 : 1-9, 15, 16.

*AN ORDER OF SERVICE

Opening Exercises
1. OPENING PRAYER.

II. SinGinG. Hymn 19,(146), Book of Praise.
The King of love my Shepherd is,
Whose goodness faileth never ;
I nothing lack if T am His,
And He is mine, forever.

ITI1. OpeNiNG SenTENcEs. Psalm 100 : !
1-4,

Superintendent. Make a joyful noise unto
the Lord, all ye lands.

School. Serve the Lord with gladness :
come before his presence with singing.

Superintendent. Know ye that the Lord

*The numbers of the Praise Selections in brackets are those of the new Book of Praise.
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he is God : it is he that made us, and not we
ourselves ; we are his people, and the sheep
of his pasture.

School. Enter into his gates with thanks-
giving, and into his courts with praise : be
thankful unto him,and bless his name.

IV. Sineing. Hymn 450, (380), Book of

Praise.

V. Ture Lorp's Praver. All stand and

repeat together

VI. SiNnaina. Hymn 293, (521), Book of
Praise.
Simply trusting every day,
Trusting through a stormy way,
Even when my faith is small ;

Trusting Jesus—that is all.

VII. Reap ResponsiverLy. See SPECIAL
Scriprore  ReApING in  the TEACHERS
MonTHLY, in connection with each lesson.

VIII. Sinvecing. Psalm or Hymn selected.
(This selection should usually be one adapted
specially to the little children.)

IX. READING OF LESSON PASSAGE.

X. SinaiNg. Psalm or Hymn selected.

Class Work

[Let this be entire&y undisturbed by Secretary’s or
Librarian's distribution or ntherwise.]

I. Rouu CaLL, by teacher, or Class Secre-
tary.

II. OrrerING ; which may be taken in a
Class Envelope, or Class and Report En-
velope. The Class Treasurer may collect and
count the money.

III. Reciration. 1. Seripture Memory

Lesson I.

Its Life and Work

THE CHURCH : ITS LIFE AND WORK
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Passages. 2. Catechism. 3. Tur Lessown
oN Missions. 4. Memory Hymn.
1V. Lesson Stupy.

Closing Exercises
I. Sincina. Hymn 209, (605), Book of
Praise.
“Forward !” be our watchword,
Steps and voices joined ;
Seek the things before us,
Not a look behind ;
Burns the fiery pillar
At our army’s head ;
Who shall dream of shrinking,
By our Captain led ?
Forward through the desert,
Through the toil and fight ;
Jordan flows before us,
Zion beams with light.

II. REViEw  #ROM  SUPERINTENDENT'S
Desk ; which, along with the Blackboard
Review, may include one or more of the fol-
lowing items : Recitation in concert of Verses
Memorized, Catechism, Memory Hymn,
Lesson Title and Golden Text. Tur Lessox
oN Missions may also be taken up, if this
has not been done in the class. In any case,
the Lantern Slide on Missions suggested for
each Sunday may be shown.

I1{. RESPONSIVE SENTENCES,
10.

Superintendent. And I say unto you, Ask,
and it ghall be given you ; seek, and ye shall
find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you

School. For every one that asketh re-
ceiveh ; and he that seeketh findeth ; and
to him that knocketh it shall be opened.

Hymn 24, (140), Book of

Luke 2:9,

IV. SinGiNG.
Praise.
V. BENEDICTION.

July 6, 1919

Acts 2 :37-47 ; 1 Thessalonians 5 : 11-15.
GOLDEN TEXT -Christ also loved the cl::r.ch.v Am)i gave himself up for it.—Ephesians 5 : 25
v. Ver.).

37 Now when they heard this, they were pricked in
their heart, and said unto Pe’ter and to the rest of the
apostles, Men and brethren, whe * shall we do ?

38 Then Pe’ter said unto them, Repent, and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Cnrist for

the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the ,.ft of the
Holy Ghost.

39 For the promise is unto you, and to your children,
and to all that are afar off, even a8 many as the Lord
our God shall call.
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40 And with many other words did he testify and
exhort, saying, SBave yourselves from this untoward
generation,

41 Then they that gladly reccived his word were
baptized : and the same day there were added unto
them about three thousand souls.

42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’
doctrine and fellowship, and in the breaking of bread,
and in prayers.

p 43 And fear came upon every soul : and many won-
ders and signs were done by the apostles.

44 And all that believed were together, and had all
things common

$5 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted
them to all men, as every man had need.

16 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did

THE LESSON PLAN

1. A Spirit-filled Church, Acts 2 :
11. A Brotherly Church, 42-47. .
I11. A Disciplined Church, 1 Thess. 5 : 11-18.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

M. —The church's one foundation, Matt. 16 : 13-18.
[ The brotherhood of believers, Aects 2 : 36-47. W.

“The ministering laymen, Acts 6 :1-7. Th.—Diver-
sified gifts in the church, 1 Cor. 12:27to 13: 1 F.—
The church extending to the Gentiles, Acts 11 : 19-26
S.—Christian unity for world conquest, John 17 : 15-21.
8.—The glorified church, Rev. 19 : 6-16.

Primary Catechism—Ques. 34.  What has God done
to save us from sin God sent His Son Jesus Christ
into the world to save us from sin.

Shorter Catechism-—Ques. 61. What is forbidden in
thefourth commandment ¥~ A. The fourth commandment
forbiddeth the omission or careless performance of the

37-41.
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eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,

47 Praising God, and having favour with all the
people. And the Lord added to the church daily such
as should be saved. &

1 Thess. 5:11 Wherefore confort yourselves to-
gether, and edify one another, even as also ye do. «v «

12 And we beseech you, brethren, to know them
which labour among you, and d¥e o\ 2r you in the Lord,
and admonish you ; )

13 And to esteem them very highly in love for their
work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves. wi

14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that
are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak,
be patient toward all men. -

15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man ;
but ever follow that which is good, both among your-
selves, and to all men,

duties required, and the profaning the day by idleness,
or doing that which is in 1tself sinful, or by unnecessary
thoughts, words or works about worldly employments,
or recreations.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : 11
(280), 107 (371), 108 (283), 552 (286), 255
numbers of the Praise Selections in brackets are those
of the new Book of Praise.)

Special Scripture Reading—Eph. 4: 11-16. (To
be read responsively or in concert by the whole School.)
It is expected that each scholar will have his or her
Bible, and so be prepared to take part in this reading
which may form part of the opening exercises of the
School. AR ]

Lantern Slide—For Lesson, B. 101, Peter and John
Healing the Sick (Slides are obtained from PrEssy-
TERIAN Pusricarions, Church and,Gerrard Sts., Tor-
onto. Schools desiring slides made,imay procure them
on short notice by sending negatives, prints or photo-
graphs. Slides are colored to order.)

1, (272), 116
(5564). (The

THE LESSON EXPLAINED

By Rev. J. M.

Lesson Setting—The lesson passage from
the Acts deseribes the great ingathering
which followed Pentecost, and gives a vivid
picture of the life and activities of the early
m in the year A.D. 30.
1irst Thessalonians was perhaps theeearliest
of Paul’s Epistles and was written about A.D.
31 from Corinth.

church in Jerus:

The lesson passage from
this Epistle contains general instructions for
the church.
I. A Spirit-filled Church, Acts 2 : 37-41.
Vs, 37-40. Pricked wn their heart.
seience was now thoroughly roused, and stung
the listeners Iu'tlnltl.
The nation was guilty of rejecting their Mes-
sinh, and must repent of this great sin.  Be
to indicate that they had died to
their old life and were alive to the new faith.
Baptism was the open acknowledgment that
Jesus was Messiah, In the name of Jesus
1 he fuller l'(i[l“‘!llil] formula is given

Con-

with sudden remorse.

baptized

Christ.

Duncan, D.D.

in Matt. 28 : 19. It is to be noted that Peter,
in his First Epistle (ch: 3 : 31), lays stress on
baptism.

V.41. They ; from among the hearers of
Peter’s address on the Day of Pentecost, vs.
14-40. That gladly received his word ; ‘“‘ac-
cepted what he said” (Moffatt). These are
the same persons who are described in v. 37.
Were baptized ; not necessarily all by Peter,
or even by the Twelve alone ; other disciples
may have assisted. Added ; to the 120 of

ch, 1:15. About three thousand souls. The
church began with a great ingathering.
Il. A Brotherly Church, 42-47.

V. 42, Conlinued stedfastly ; ““devoted

themselves to” (Moffatt), allowing nothing
to interfere with their doing so. In the
apostles’ teaching (Rev. Ver.) ; which would
consist in giving particulirs about him whom
they had accepted as Lord and Christ, and
would, therefore, be largely in the form of
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narratives. Fellowship ; ‘‘communion,” re-
ferring to the help given to the destitute of the
(Christian) community, not apparently in
money, but in public meals. Breaking of
bread ; the Lord’s Supper (Bruce), but in-
cluding spiritual fellowship. In prayers;
both in the temple and in private gatherings.

V. 43. Fear came upon every soul ; of those
who heard about the events just related,—
the descent of the Spirit, the miracle of
tongues, the conversion of the 3,000. Such
supernatural happenings caused awe to creep
over the souls of all who saw or were told of
them. Wonders ; a word for miracles which
points to the feeling excited by them in the
beholder. Signs; another designation of
miracles regarded as proofs that their author
is divine. A third word translated ‘‘mighty
works” (v. 22, Rev. Ver.) points to the might
of him who works the miracle. Through the
apostles (Rev. Ver.) ; as instruments : the
power was God’s,

Vs. 44, 45. All that believed ; not only those
who had recently joined the church, but all its
members. Were logether ; living in closest
unity and fellowship with one another. Had
all things common ; Moffatt, “shared all they
had with one another.” They looked upon
their possessions not as their own, but as
held subject to the use of the church as they
were needed. Sold their possessions and goods.
The Greek means that this practice extended
over a period of time. Parted them ; each
acting of his own free will. As every man had
need ; ‘‘just as any one might chance to have
need.” There was as yet no organized and
centralized distribution of relief.

Vs. 46, 47. With one accord ; ‘“‘with one
soul” (compare ch. 1:14) ; “so united were
these early Christians. In the temple. The
first Christians continued to be devout Jews.
Breaking bread at home (Rev. Ver.) ; joyfully
observing the Lord’s Supper in their own
houses.  Did take their food ; their ordinary
meals. With gladness and singleness of heart ;
with exultant joy and overflowing open-
heartedness.  Praising God; out of sheer
joyfulness because they know Jesus as their
Lord and Saviour. Having favor, ete.; that
is, with the common people. The Lord ; that
is, Christ. Added . . to them . . those . . being
saved (Rev. Ver.) The disciples’ pure and
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holy life won the friendly regard of the people,

but the work of salvation was the Lord’s.

I i& Dgsciplined Church, I Thess. § :
1-15.

V. 11. Wherefore ; because, as the apostle
has shown in vs, 1-10, whether Christians are
alive or dead at the coming of Christ makes
no difference to their union and fellowship
with him. Comfort yourselves ; Moffatt, ‘“en-
courage one another.” Together ; living in_
closest unity. Build each other up. The
Greek word ‘““sums up all the support and
guidance that a Christian receives from the
fellowship of the church.” Even as also ye do.
With fine courtesy and tact, Paul recognizes
the advance made by che Thessalonians in the
Christian life, while he urges them to further
efforts.

V.12, We. Silas and Timothy (“Silvanus
and Timotheus”) are joined with Paul in this
Epistle, ch. 1 : 1. Beseech you. Paul is very
much in earnest. * Brethren. 'The apostle does
not lord it over the church, but treats its
members with gentleness and courtesy. His
affection for them is true and deep, ch. 1: 3.
To know them ; acknowledge them and show
towards them proper respect. Which labor
among you ; your teachers and guides in the
Christian life, like our ministers. Are over
you ; as rulers and leaders. In the Lord ;
that is, in matters of religion, not those in
which magistrates or business employers have
authoiity, Admonish you; a somewhat
severe word. It means to point out plainly
to one where he is wrong.

V. 13. Esteem them very highly ; think all
the more of them, because they warn you
frankly and lovingly when you are going
astray. In love. Those who “admonish’ us,
do 8o because they love us, and for such a
service our love is due to them in retuin.
For their work’s sake ; the work of building
up the members of the church in likeness of
character to Christ. Be at peace among your-
selves ; 80 united and earnest in working for
Christ and for one another, that quarreling
and dissension shall find no room.

V. 14. We exhort you; call upon you as
loyal followers of Jesus Christ. Admonish
(Rev. Ver.). This is the duty of all church
members, as well as of their rulers. The dis-
orderly (Rev. Ver.) ; like those, who, by un-
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becoming conduct, act like soldiers who leave
their place in the ranks. Encourage (Rev.
Ver.) ; put new heart into. The fainthearted
(Rev. Ver.) ; those in despondency because
of losing friends by death (compare ch. 4 : 13-
18) ; and those fearful of persecution or
temptation.  Support the weak ; that is,
those weak in faith : keep them up and help
them along. Long suffering toward all (Rev.
Ver.) ; forbearing with them, as God does
with ourselves.

V. 15. None evil for evil. The
Christian though wronged, must do no wrong,
Matt. 5 : 38,39 ; Rom. 12 : 17. Forgiveness
is the virtue most characteristic of Chris-
tianity. Follow that which is good. Make
the welfare of others your unceasing aim.
Among yourselves ; within the circle of be-
lievers. To all; those without the church,
including even the fiercest persecutors.

render

Light from the East
By Rev. Professor R. Davidson, D.D., Toronto
Tue Messiag AT HaNp—Old Israel knew
of a “Day of the Lord,” a day when the Lord
would come and smite his enemies. People
and prophets alike expected Jehovah to come
to discomfit his foes. Israel’s God was indeed
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a iighty warrior ; he would come with
thunder and lightning, with earthquake and
burning fire, with famine and pestilence,
with whirlwind and eclipse and every terrible
force of nature. But Israel was wrong in
thinking God would always be on her side.
The prophets held she was sometimes as
much God’s enemy as the heathen ; if she did
the deeds of Moab and Tyre God’s coming
would mean her discomfiture as much as that
of Moab and Tyre. On the other hand God
was often on her side ; when the exiles sat
by the rivers of Babylon a prophet taught
that God's coming would me:n their restora-
tion to Palestine. Jehovah’s coming would
usher in untold happiness and prosperity.
(See Isaiah, chs. 40-55, 56-66 ; Haggai, Z~ch-
ariah, chs. 1-8.) So men thought in New
Testament days; the coming of God’s Anointed
would inaugurate the new age when all evil
would be done away, all God’s enemies
crushed and God’s kingdom set up. The
first Christians were sure it was all to come
about in their own time. They continued
about Jerusalem, much in the temple courts,
much in prayer, passing days and nights in
joyous expectancy : the coming one was
just at hand and they knew who was coming.

THE LESSON APPLIED
By Rev. W. P. Grant, M.A., Truro, N.S.

“Christ also loved the church,” Eph. 5: 25.
He loved the sacred temple building, and
called it the Father's house.

But what Jesus loved more than any
building was the work for which the church
was instituted. It was to carry out the plan,
which Godshad for men in his loving heart ;
the work, which Jesus himself inaugurated,
and which he described in Luke 4 : 18 —“He
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the
poor ; he hath sent me to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap-
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach
the acceptable year of the Lord.”

More than the work, if we can draw dis-
tinctions, Jeus loved the human hearts that
constituted his church ; his friends and loyal
followers who needed him, for whom he lived
and died. This was Jesus’ chief reason for

loving the church, as the Golden Text sug-
gests.  If we are not enthusiasic about the
church, this only serves to show that its life
and work cannot mean to us what they did
to Jesus,

There are at least three features of the
early church that we might well emulate :

1. The emphasis on personal conversion and
consecration, Acts 2 :37-41.

Jesus had nothing against the big congre-
gation ; he often addressed immense throngs,
but it is surely significant that he spent the
most of his ministry in dealing with a few
individuals rather than impressive crowds.
The “one by one’” method has always seemed
slow, and impossible for such a vast world,
and never more so than in this twentieth
century, where mostly everything is done on
a big scale.

There may be some who think that con-
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verting one soul is a very old fashioned way
of transforming society, and who, if we may
be allowed the phrase, are after bigger game,
aiming at the heart of Parliament or some
social institution, rather than that of John
Smith. Easier, they say, to advance tem-
perance in the country by a sweeping vote of
Parliament, than by converting every indi-
vidual, and so with every reform. But we
may well ask, where can we find the moral
reformer to introduce such a measure ; where
the majority of stalwarts to back him up and
pass it ; and where the majority of the elec-
torate to vote for such type of men, unless
individual work has been done in the home,
the school and the church ?

Our mistake in the past has not been that
we laid too much stress on individual conver-
sion, and not enough on social regeneration.
Our mistake has been in our ideu of conver-
sion. Perhaps our aim has been to change
men from selfish sinners to what might almost
be called selfish saints. If individuals are
really made Christ like, social transformation
will take place speedily and surely.

2. The early Christians’ regard for each
other, Acts 2 :42-47,

Have you nou often felt that, while it was
your duty to help the outsider, you were
under no obligation to help the elder, the
Sunday School teacher, or the scores of
ordinary church members whom you worship
with every Sabbath ? The early church laid
the chief emphasis on the duty of church
members to each other (see Gal. 6 :10).
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“Look, how they love one another” was as
fine a tribute as was ever paid to the church.
In those early days, they could be “spotted”
on the street by the gleam in their eye ; such
was the spirit of Christian fellowship, which
they had within their circle, and fostered
daily. It was not that they were a cluh
thinking of their own enjoyment. Like their
Master, they wished to help all, but the great
boon they had to offer, was an invitation to
come in and share a life, which was truly
worth while. It would be well worth con-
sidering whether we actually have in the
church to-day a life of this sort, or, better
still, how we can get this Christian atmosphere
that will make the old-time appeal to the
thousands of outsiders.

3. The remedial programme of the church,
1 Thess. 5 : 11-15. °

This programme was first of all for its own
members, and aimed to mee: avery need. It
seemed selfish, but what couid they do for
one who refused to join them ? Their very
remedy was to incorporate a member into his
proper place in the Lody of Christ. They
were confident that they had a sure remedy
for every case, but as in ordinary medical
practice, it was only on condition that people
carry out the prescription.

But while they could do little for the out-
sider as an outsider, it was still their duty to
bé patient and follow good with all men (vs.
14, 15), in order that they ultimately might
woo and win all for the harmonious life
within the fold.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE ADULT DEPARTMENT
By Rev. M. B. Davidson, M.A., Galt, Ont.

Teachers in the Adult Department should study carefully the scholars' materials in the Home Srupy Quar-

TERLY or the PATHFINDER.

It may be interesting to question the class
2s to what they mean when they talk about
the church. There are those who use the
word to refer to only one denomination or
organization of God’s people. Most of us,
however, will be inclined to give to the word
a larger meaning than that. Has the activity
of the Holy Spirit been confined to any one
Christian organization ? Is not the Christian
church made up of all those bodies of Chris-
tian people which are organized to carry on the

work of Christ’s kingdom in the world ? Is
some form of organization necessary ? Be
sure to make it clear that forms of organiza-
tion are of minor importance in comparison
with the inner spirit of genuine religion. Now
discuss the lesson passages :

1. Beginnings of the church, Acts 2 : 37-42,
Point out that beginnings are always inter-
esting, especially when we know that lage
results have followed from them. Here we
have an account of the first uniting together
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of a considerable number of people combined
by their common interest in Christianity.
Call attention to the fact that it was the
preaching of the gospel which aroused their
interest, and speak of the place which preach-
ing holds in the church. What two steps did
Peter hold to be necessary for any one who
desired to unite with the company of Chris-
tians ? Show how repentance looks back to
the past, while baptism looks forward to the
future as the pledge of a new loyalty to
Christ. Say a few words about the habits of
life deseribed in v. 42.

2. The spirit of the early church, Acts 2 : 43-
47. Remind the cluss that the spirit of any
organization is of far raore importance than
its outward forms. How are we to describe
the spirit which appears in these verses?
Why did those who had possessions sell them?
Make it clear that, under the circumstances,
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this was a most practical way of showing a
sense of brotherhood. Are we to follow their
example literally ?  Are we to imitate their
spirit of brotherhood ? Point to the unity
which is suggested in v. 46, and to the evident
gpirit of gladness and thankfulness, What
results followed from the spirit of the early
church ?

3. Instructions for the church, 1 Thess. 5 :
11-15. Point out that these instructions
come from one who had a specially large ex-
perience in the affairs of the early church.
What does Paul mean by building each other
up ? In what ways can we do that to-day ?
W hat light does v. 14 east upon this question ?
Emphasize the fact that these instructions
have as their keynote the responsibility which
we are to feel for the welfare of others in the
church. Speak about how the character of
the church depends upon members.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR DEPARTMENT
By Rev. J. D. Cunningham, M.A., Welland

Teachers in the Senior Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Home Stupy QuUar-

TERLY.

Our topic, The Spirit and Mission of the
Christian Church, may be discussed under
three heads :

1. The church must be characterized by bold-
ness of spirit. Peter's speech on Pentecost is
startling and piercing. Boldly he claims
that the Jews have crucified the Messiah.
It is only to the bold church that the world
will ery out, “What shall we do?” This
boldness will manifest itgelf in: (a) In a
demand for repentance,—a drastic change of
mind about God and sin and our neighbor.
(b) In its promise of the outpoured Spirit,
that comes through Christ, through whom all
spiritual beginning and progress is possible.
(¢) Through the claim of a world wide king-
dom for Christ,—the world for Christ ;
Christ for the world.

2. The church must be characterized by a
brotherly programme. Call attention to the
brotherliness of the early church. (a) The
church must stand for fellowship in worship.
There must be a real brotherhood in the great
common spiritual experiences. (b) There
must be real fellowship in the sorrows and
Lurdens of life. Note the community of

goods in the early church. Note that this
community was not compulsory, Acts 5 :4.
It was not permanent. It disappears from
view. It was not perfect, Acts 6 :1. But
none the less, brotherhood remains the soul
of the gospel. Dwell on the ballot as a great
instrument for the realization of this,—chal-
lenging organized evils like the liquor traffie,
abolishing slums, suppressing sweat shops,
establishing just relations between capitgl and
labor.

3. The church must be characterized by
organization and discipline. The church is
more than a brotherhood. It is an army.
It has the mightiest task in the world. Or-
ganization is its machinery. Discipline is
the oil. Love is the motive. The church
is democratie, but democracy inspires obed-
ience where autocracy compels it. Therefore
Paul speaks of overseers, Acts 20 : 28. Those
in authority are chosen (Acts 6 : 5), on ground
of character (1 Tim. 3 : 2), to carry out God’s
will, not their own, 1 Thess. 5:12. It is
their authority in the Lord that is recognized.

Call attention to the advantage of organi-
zation. Paul (1 Cor., ch. 12) shows how there
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are diversities of gifts, but one Spirit. Organ-
ization uses men in the way and place that

they can serve best. It enables Paul and
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Barnabas to be set apart for the work for
which they are supremely fitted, Acts 13 : 2.
God is not a God of confusion, but of order.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT
By Rev. C. F. McIntosh, B.D., Campbellford, Ont,.

Teachers in the Intermediate Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the INTERMEDIATE

QUARTERLY.

The older Intermediate pupils at least have
likely been considering the step of becoming
communicant members of the church. What
is to be your aim in teaching this lesson ?
It should be possible by tactful questions to
learn the attitude of the individfial pupils
towards church membership ; and it may be
your privilege to assist the minister to lead
the favorably disposed into this relationship
with the body of Christ.

How the church started. The pupils will
be interested in the church’s beginnings, as
the best means of understanding the power of
this world-wide organization. The personal
interest as contemplating membership should
also be strong. In the first division of the
lesson we are taken back to “the birthday of
the Christian church.” We have a fine
example of the value of preaching to stir the
conscience. Is this a good reason for our
support of, and attendance at the church
services to-day ? Question the class concern-
ing the full meaning of true repentance, as
taught in a lesson of last Quarter. The public
confession of faith in Jesus is provided for in
baptism, accompanying their reception into
the society of believers. Will your pupils
who have already made a public profession
be able, from their experience at that time,
to appreciate this gift oi the Spirit ? What
about their early enthusiasm and joy ?

The early church life. Have the class
enumerate the marks of this early church life.

Why was church-going so popular ? Have
the pupils see that in our New Testament we
have this apostles’ teaching. What is the
value of a ministry specially trained to preach
the gospel, and free to give full time to the
work ? The fellowship was very helpful
especially to new converts. Emphasize the
value of this. Human beings are so consti-
tuted that they develop in a society. Several
sticks are needed to make a fire. Note the
early observance of the Lord’s Supper. Our
two sacraments are found at the very begin-
ning of the church. Point out the use of
public prayers; and the evidence of true
brotherliness in voluntary sharing of posses-
sions, We are not surprised that such a vital
church life made a deep impression.

Counsels for church members. *“‘Surely no
man who wishes to make his life count for the
most, can wisely stand outside of some parti-
cipation in the church of Christ.”” The op-
portunity for service should be emphasized.
Even the humblest member may share in
edifying and encouraging others. Respect
for leaders is necessary. Have the pupils
suggest ways of showing appreciation of these
leaders. Peace in the church of Christ is
particularly desirable. Ask for the value set
upon the church in the statement of the
Golden Text. Have some one give the power
house illustration. Report your pupils’ Note-
book “list”’ (see INTERMEDIATE QUARTERLY)
to the minister.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT
By Miss B. A. Ross, .oronto

Teachers in the Junior Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the JuNioR QUARTERLY.

Using the title of the lesson as a starting
point, ask the class what is meant by the
church. The answers will bring out different
uses of the term. Sometimes it is used to
denote a house of worship, sometimes a reli-
gious denomination, and again, a congrega-
tion of Christians. Have the scholars think

of the church as made up of all those who are
saved through Christ. Point out that many
of these have gone to be with Christ, so that
part of the church must be in heaven, and
part of it on earth.

Ask who is the leader or head of the church,
then make clear the connection between the
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words, Christ and Christian. Ask how
Christ from heaven directs and leads the work
of the church on earth. This will recall to
the pupils the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
on the day of Pentecost. Tell them that this
week’s lesson is the story from the beginnings
of the Christian Church on earth.

See who can recount the principal events
of the day of Pentecost, learned in Lesson 1V,
of last Quarter. Make the scene as real as
you can. Refer to the points in Peter's
sermon by which he convinced his hearers of
the Messiahship, resurrection and ascension
of Christ. Then read v. 36 yourself, or have
one of the good readers in the class read it
aloud. Ask who are meant by “ All the house
of Israel,” and show how Peter convinced
his hearers of their guilt.

Have a scholar tell how we know that the
people believed what Peter said, v. 37. Ask
‘he class to read in unison Peter’s reply to
their question, vs. 38, 39. See if any one can
tell you Peter’s authority for this reply. (See
Matt. 28 : 19, 20 ; Mark 16 : 15-18 ; Luke
24 :47.)

As baptism is the subject of next week’s
lesson, do not dwell on it now. Ask who can
find something in Peter’s answer to show that
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the children of believers belong to the church,
and explain this. Inv. 39 (Rev. Ver.), “shall
call unto him,” makes the meaning more
clear.

Ask for the meaning of “untoward gener-
ation” (v. 40), and show that those who saw
and heard Jesus as he lived and taught among
them, yet failed to recognize the Messiah in
him, must indeed have been stubborn and
hard to teach. Press home the truth that we
are equally “untoward” if we do not accept
Christ as our Saviour.

Picture the organization of the first Chris~
tian church, and bring out its characteristics,
vs. 41-47. Show that each member had
duties to perform. Try to lead the pupils to
see that the church is an organization in
which every one has some part to fill, and that
each member’s work is important. Illustrate
by reference to some club or society with
which the scholars are familiar. Point out
that members may work in different capa-
cities, but all have one object in view, and
that if the work is to be successful, each one’s
part must be conscientiously performed, and
that all must be loyal to their leader, and to
each other.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
By Alice S. Brown

Teachersin the Primary Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the PRiMARY QUARTERLY.

A oF THE LessoN. To awaken in the
children deeper love and reverence for the
church—our Father's house

InTrRODUCTION. Can you remember way,
way back when one sunny morning mother
bathed you, brushed your curls till they
shone, put on your best dress or your new
suit, and then you and father and mother
walked into the church together ? When the
minister began to speak, you couldn’t under-
stand the big words, and soon, perhaps, you
snuggled down in mother’s arms and went
fast asleep.

But that was many, many years ago—and
now you sit up quite straight and listen hard
because you know very well the minister who
comes s0 often to visit the Primary class.

To-day’s story tells of some other people—
grown-ups they were—who gathered to begin
the first Christian church. It tells how they

learned to love their church just as much as 1
hope each one of you children will do.

Lesson Tauvcar. After Jesus went home
to stay with our Father in heaven, the people
who loved him often met together in some up-
per room in the big city of Jerusalem. Jesus’
friends loved to meet in such places and there
talk about their best Friend, sing hymns, and
pray to God—just the very same things we
do when we go to church.

The disciples of Jesus were not satisfied just
to talk to those who already knew him. They
wanted to win for him new friends. Some
times they gathered people of the city together
and told the siory of Jesus, of how he came
to earth, of how he died for them, of how he
rose and had now gone to heaven.

Ever so many people listened to the s'ory
that was very new then. Hundreds and
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thousands came and said, “I, too want to be
Jesus’ friend,” and these new friends joined
the company that we call the first Christian
Church.

They loved each other so much that they
put all their money together and lived like
one great, happy, loving family.

Sometimes, instead of meeting in an upper
room, these friend§ of Jesus went to the
Temple. This was a beautiful building made
of white stone and with a shining, golden
dome. 1t stood high up on a hill and round
about it were paved courts with steps that
led to great porches whose roofs were held up
by rows of columns. Little companies of
Christ’s friends met on those porches or in the
courts sometimes, and remembered how they
had walked and talked with Jesus there.

Jesus himself had loved that Temple. He
visited it often and prayed to our Father

*there. Would you like to know about the

Baptism
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very first time Jesus was taken to his Father’s
house ? He was only a tiny baby then,—
about six weeks’ old. His mother carried him
in her arms into the marble-paved women’s
court and up the steps that led to the place
where the priests, God’s ministers, stood.

Mary had a present to give to God because
she was so glad that her baby Son had come.
Her present was not money, but two white
doves. That was the first tim> Jesus went to
his Father’s house, but after he became a man,
he went many, many times because he loved
it. Let us repeat the verse that tells us
Jesus loved the church. (Have Golden Text
repeated by all.)

When we know that Jesus loved the church
and know the story of how his own friends
began the happy band that grew into the first
Christian church, it makes us love our church
better, too. How can even little children show
that they do ?

FROM THE PLATFORM

LAD
IVING
ROWING

GHURCH

The conversation led from the platform may be limited to the picture of the first Christian
church given in Acts 2 : 41-47. Say to the scholars that you wish them to give, in three words
suggested in this passage, each beginning with the letter “G,” a description of this church.

Tell them that the first word in this description is suggested in both v. 41 and v. 46.
will readily see that the word which you are seeking is GLap (Print A Grap CHURCH).

They
The

second word, the scholars may be told, is suggested in v. 45. They will, without difficulty,

hit upon the word Giving (Print).

The remaining word is suggested in vs. 41 and 47. The
scholars will at once see that it is GrRowinG.

The thought to impress is, that every church

should have these three marks and that each of us can help to make ours a glad, giving,

growing church.

BAPTISM

Lesson II.
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Matthew 28 : 18-20 ; Acts 8 : 34-40.

GOLDEN TEXT-—For as many of you u'wm

18 And Je’sus came and spake unto them, saying,
All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.
19 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baytizing

them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of

baptized into Christ did put on Christ.—Galatians
n (lolv’. Ver.). ’

the Holy Ghost :

20 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded you : and, lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world. A’men.




Acts 8:34 And the eunuch answered Phil’ip, and
said, I pray thee, of whom speaketh the prophet this ?
of himself, or of some other man ?

35 Then Phil’ip opened his mouth, and began at the
same seripture, and preached unto him Je'sus

36 And as they went on their way, they came unto a
certain water : and the eunuch said, See, here is water |
what doth hinder me to be baptized ?

37 And Phil’ip said, If thou believest with all thine
heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I be-
lieve that Je’sus Christ is the Son of God

THE LESSON PLAN

1. Baptism Instituted, Matt. 28 : 18-20.
II. Baptism Pncused. Acts 8: 34-40.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS

M.—Baptism of Jesus, Mark 1:1- ll T.—Fulfil-
ling all righteousness, Matt. 3 : 13-17. —The bap-
tized believers, Acts 2:37-41. Th. -lntn the name of
the Lord Jesus, Acts 19:1-7. F.—The eunuch bap-
tized, Acts 8 : 2¢ S.—Baptism and the great com-
mission, Matt. 28: '16-20. .~—One Lord, one faith,
unvbuptmn Eph. 4 : 1-6.

Primary Catechism—Ques. 35. How did Jesus
Christ, God's Son, come into the world ! A. Jesus Christ
came into the world by being born a little child.

THE LESSON

Lesson Setting—The lesson passage from
Matthew (Time and Place—April, May, A.D.
30, an unknown mountain in Galilee) records
the institution of baptism by the risen Lord.
In the lesson passage from Acts we have an
example of baptism in the case of the Ethio-
pian eunuch.
I. Baptism Instituted, Matt. 28 : 18-20.

V. 18. Jesus came and spake ; thus assur-
ing them that it was really himself, 'nd that
they had nothing to fear. All authority (Rev.
Ver.) ; the command of all means necessary
for the advancement of the kingdom of God.
Jesus speaks as one already in heaven. Mat-
thew gives no account of the ascension. He
regards it as involved in the resurrection.
“No human being in his senses ever made such
a claim as this. . It is in the plenitude of
(his) divine authority that (Jesus) lays upon
his apostles and his church his last great
charge, and leaves tp them his last great
promise” (Plummer). Hath been given unlo
me (Rev. Ver.) ; by the one who has the right
to bestow it, even God himself, Rev. 2 : 27.
In heaven and on earth (Rev. Ver.) ; through-
out the whole universe.

V. 19. Go ye therefore ; because all auth-
ority has been given to Jesus the disciples are
to go and establish that authority everywhere.
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38 And he commanded the chariot to stand still :
and they went down both into the water, both I’hil’ip
and the eunuch ; and he baptized him.

39 And when they were come up out of the water,
the Spirit of the Lord caught away Phil’ip, that the
eunuch saw him no more : and he went on his way
rejoicing

40 But Phil'ip was found at Azo’tus: and passing
through he preached in all the cities, till he came to
Cemsare’a \

Shorter Catechism—Ques. 62. What are the rea-
sons annexed to the fourth commandment #  A. The rea-
sons annexed to the fourth commandment are, God's
allowing us six days of the week for our own emplu
ments, his challenging & special propriety in the sevent,
his own . ample, and his blessing the sabbath-day.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise: 120 (425), 134
(408), 136 (402), 151 (410), 555 (433), 152 (435). (The
numbers of the Praise Selections in brackets are those
of the new Book of Praise.)

8pecial Scripture Reading—Ps. 51. (To be read
responsively or in concert by the whole School.)
Lantern 8lide —For Lesson, B. 171, Baptism. (Slides

are obtained from PressyreriaN PuBricaTiONS,
Church and Gerrard Sts., Toronto.)

EXPLAINED

Make disciples of all the nations (Rev. Ver.) ;
make all people learners of Jesus,—not Jews,
only, but the whole world. “Those whom
God has placed in possession of the truth that
saves are bound to impart it to those who are
nof in possession of it ; and for the discharge
of this obligation they need the power which
has been committed to the Son of God”
(Plummer). Baptizing them ; the sign by
which discipleship is to be declared. Into the
name (Rev. Ver.) ; ete. This means that in
baptism we take God the Father as our Father,
God the Son as our Saviour and Lord, and
God the Holy Spirit as our sanctifier and
guide. The “into” implies that becoming a
disciple means no less than entering into
communion with, into vital relationship with
the revealed persons of the Godhead.

V. 20. Teaching them to observe, ete. (Rev.
Ver.). The teaching is to be carried on con-
tinually and the purpose is that those taught
may obey (“observe’”’) the commands of
Christ. Even after baptism, much further
instruction would be required, especially for
Gentiles, who knew nothing about Old Testa-~
ment teaching, either as regards doctrine or
morality. The aim of the teaching was not
mere knowledge, but practice, not orthodox
opinion, but right-living. Lo, I am with you ;
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with all my power and authority backing up
the work of my servants. This promise is
illustrated by the symbolism of Rev. 2 : 1,—
“he that walketh in the midst of the seven
golden candlesticks” (Rev. Ver.), which re-
presents the churches. ““A sharing of their
life and motion is intended” (Hart). ‘““As the
enemy ‘walketh about, seeking whom he may
devour,” (1 Peter 5 :8), so the Lord patrols
the ground, is ever on the spot when he is
needed ; his presence is not localized but co-
extensive with the church” (Swete). Unto
the end of the world ; when Jesus will come
again to reward those who labor for him.

I1. Baptism Practised, Acts 8 : 34-40.

Vs. 34, 35. Of whom speaketh the prophet
this ¥ This question was asked of Philip the
Evangelist by the treasurer of the Ethiopian
queen, Candee. This official, born a Gentile,
had become a proselyte to the Jewish faith.
He was returning in a chariot, likely with a
large retinue, from Jerusalem, where he had
gone to worship, and, on his journey, was
reading from Isaiah’s prophecies. Philip,
who had been divinely summoned from his
ministry in Samaria and directed to go and
meet the traveler, had been taken up into the
chariot and had entered into conversation
with its owner.

Isaiah and the other prophets had given
two pictures of the Messiah, one representing
him as a conquering king, the other as a lowly
sufferer. The Jews could not reconcile these
two pictures, but each is a true picture of
Christ. Opened his mouth ; a phrase intro-
ducing an important utterance. Preached . .
Jesus. Philip would likely apply the entire
passage to the Messiah and show its fulfilment
in Jesus. He would tell the story of the
crucifixion, and point to the redemption
through his death.

Vs. 36, 37. A certain water.

Tradition
places the eunuch’s baptism at Bethsura, two

miles from Hebron. Dr. George Adam Smith
thinks that it took place near Gaza. What
doth hinder me to be (haptized? Doubtless
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Philip had explained that those who believed
in Jesus, were admitted to the church by
baptism. V. 37 is omitted in the Rev. Ver.,
as not found in the best Greek manuscripts
of the New Testament. But the words may
well have been Philip’s answer to the eunuch’s
question. To believe with all the heart in
Jesus as Saviour and Lord is to be saved and
therefore fit to be baptized.

Vs. 38-40. Baptized him ; as a sign that he
had accepted Jesus as Saviour and was pledged
to his service. The Spirit..caught away
Philip. As a divine impulse had brought
Philip to the eunuch, another impulse of the
same kind caused him to depart. At Azotus ;
the Ashdod of 1 Sam. 5 :1. It was 20 miles
northwest of Gaza.

Light from the Kast

OrienTAL WasHINGS—Washings have al-
ways been included in actg of Oriental worship.
The Jews built their temple on a hill with
springs on its flank (Psalm 46). They built
their synagogues if possible beside a spring
or stream, and every Mohammedan mosque
has to-day a basin or fountain in its court.
John, who came baptizing, used the strange,
lonely river of Jordan for his strange, austere
washings. There Jesus was bapuzed and
there Christians of all the centuries sinee have
gone to be baptized beneath the abundant
waters or to carry off a bottle of it to the end
of the earth.

In our day it is one of the events of the
Easter season at Jerusalem to see the pilgrims
flock over the 20 miles of barren hillls to the
Jordan. They were mainly R .ssian fugitives
before the War, thousands of Turkish sol-
diers escorted them lest many good Samar-
itang would be needed. They would go down
on the Monday and snend the night on a bare
space near modern Jericho.  The next morn-
ing, a great while before day, the rude Eastern
kettledrum would rouse the great throng and
they would make their way through the gloom
to the dark river for solemn cleansing.

THE LESSON APPLIED

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, bap-
tizing them,” Matt. 28 : 19. It is significant,
that, in this great command, teaching precedes
baptism. “Teach all,” “make disciples of

all,”—that was first and fundamental in the
mind of Jesus, and then “baptize” as a sym-
bol of the admission and initiation of the dis-
ciples into their rightful place in the kingdom,
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Nothing could be farther from our Lord’s
meaning than any idea that the water of bap-
tism has any inherent power to transform the
inner life ; it was an outward seal to mark
that transformation after it had taken place.
This truth comes out in Philip's dealing with
the eunuch. He first preached to him Jesus,
and made sure that he was a believer, before
he thought of baptizing him.

Baptism has no virtue in itself alone : it is
only a symbol of reality. Symbols are very
common in everyday life, and they are not
regarded as trivialities. The Union Jack is
only a symbol. So is the British crown, and
the Great Seal of the Empire, and the mar-
riage ring. Because they are symbols, then,
have they no value ? Such symbols have
inestimable value. And baptism is one of the
finest of all symbols. It is the Great Seal of
the heavenly kingdom. We read that, when
Jesus was baptized, there came a voice out of
heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.” John's baptism of
Jesus was the declaration of God’s acceptance
in the language of symbol. Webaptize in the
name of the Father, but unless the Father
bespeaks his reception, and can say, ‘“this is
my beloved,” the person is not baptized at all.

See, here is water ; what doth hinder ? Acts
8 :36. The eunuch wished to know if he
were a proper candidate to receive this ordin-
ance. This was a very practical question.
It brings up a scene altogether simple and
lovely. These men were traveling through
the waste and arid desert, with its parching
heat and drifting sands, when suddenly they
came upon a sparkling spring of bubbling
water, cool, cleansing, and refreshing. If
there were no religious conversation, they
would instinctively say, “See, water !” and
would drink of it and bathe their head and
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hands and feet in it again and again. The
eunuch was passing through the wilderness of
life, on a journey both long and dreary, and
came suddenly across a well of living water.
It was from this that he would fain have
cleansing and refreshment : with this water
be baptized. s there anything to hinder ?
he said, ard Philip replied, “If this is a heart
thirst, no.” And as Philip baptized him from
the spring, who can doubt but heaven bap-
tized him in the water of life; for Philip
went on his way, and the eunuch on his, re-
j(»i(‘illg.

He commanded the chariot to stand still, v. 38.
There is not a word here as to mode, becoming
preliminaries, whether private or publie, the
right kind of baptistry, the proper official '»
perform, the fitting candidate. Notice the
mode here. Preliminaries,—the driver calls,
Whoa ! Congregation,—nil ; baptistry,—a
pool in the sand ; official,—a traveling evan-
gelist ; candidate,—an Ethiopian court offi-
cial ; but so long as one finds his way to God,
and becomes his forever, any seal to mark the
transaction becomes memorable and meets all
requirements, while he who has not found that
fountain opened for sin and uncleanness, may
wash himself in the seven seas, and lose never
a one of his guilty stains,

There are those who never think of baptism
as a duty on the same level with truth, bene-
volence, or purity of character. Some think
that it is a wholesome sign for the church to
lay more emphasis on humanitarian service,
and less on mere ecclesiastical forms and cere-
monies. It is always well to elevate the
spiritual, and avoid formalism ; but we ought
to remember that it was Jesus, himself most
impatient of empty forms, who left the com-
mand to baptize.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE ADULT DEPARTMENT

Teachers in the Adult Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Home STupy Quar-

TERLY or the PATHFINDER.

Let the teacher, in introducing the lesson
for to-day, point out to the class, that the
idea of baptism is to be found in other reli-
gions than the Christian. Some of the Greek
“mystery” religions practised a sort of bap-
tism in the initiation of new members. 1here
was a rite of baptism also in the Jewish church.

Proselytes from other nations had to submit
to baptism. When John the Baptist began
his ministry, however, he taught that Jews,
not less than proselytes, were to be baptized
as a sign of repentance and of consecration to
the coming kingdom of the Messiah.

1. Our Lord’s command, Matt. 28 : 18-20.
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(Call attention to the fact that very little is
said about Christian baptism in the gospels
Was it practised during the ministry of Jesus ?
Have some one read John 4 :2. Point out
that baptism was hardly likely to have become
so common in the Christian church had it not
been instituted by Christ himself. Point out
that the most definite reference to it in the
teaching of Jesus is this passage from Matthew
in which we have Christ’s instructions to his
apostles afier his Tesurrection. " Why was his
reference to baptism specially appropriate at
this particular time ? What was he sending
the apostles out to do ?

2. The baptism of a convert, Acts 8 : 34-40.
Here we have an example of how the instruc-
tions of Jesus were followed at a time very
soon after he gave them. Draw attention to
the outstanding facts of the story. Point out
that probably the eunuch was a proselyte or
even of Jewish descent. What interest had
he in the seriptures ? In what way did Philip
interest him in Christ ? Enlarge upon what
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is suggested in v. 35. Would Philip likely
recount the main facts of Jesus' ministry, of
his death, and resurrection ? How came it
that the eunuch knew that baptism was ex-
pected of a convert to the gospel ? Point out
that this had been probably included in what
Philip had told him. In how far was this a
sudden conversion ? How did the eunuch
show the sincerity of his new convictions ?

3. The significance of Christian baptism.
Secure the ideas of the class as to the meaning
of Christian baptism. What did it mean to
the eunuch ? Was it a sign of his repentance?
Was it also a sign of his consecration to a new
manner of life ? Was it a sign of his accept-
ance of Christ as his Saviour and Lord ? What
is the significance of infant baptism ? Show
that it is a recognition of the place which the
child holds in the life of the church. In how
far does it depend for its value upon the faith
of the parents and the sincerity of their
promises to bring the child up in the nurture
and adwonition of the Lords?

FOR TEACHERS IN THE SENIOR DEPARTMENT

Teachers in the Senior Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the HoMe Stupy Quar-

TERLY.

In discussing the significance and import-
ance of Christian baptism, draw attention to
the fact that we have but two sacraments,—
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. A sacrament
is an outward and visible sign of an inward and
invisible reality. For both of the sacraments
there is definite divine authority.

1. The History of Baptism. (a) In all
ancient Oriental religions, baptism had a
place. The cleansing of the body was re-
garded as a necessary preliminary to prayer
and sacrifice, and naturally became symbolic
of the cleansing of the soul.

(b) Baptism is referred to in the Old Testa~
ment. Thus we learn that baptism was a
necessary preliminary for the high priest in
the discharge of his high office, Ex. 29 : 4.

(¢) John the Baptist baptized, but his bap-
tism, like his whole ministry, was preparatory.
His baptism was with water. That of Jesus
was with the Holy Spirit. This difference is
clearly brought out in Acts 19 :2-5. When
John baptized Jesus, he baptized him, not as
a penitent, but as a priest of God entering on
his sacred office. It was a baptism of cou-

secration, not of purification.

(d) When we come to the Christian dis-
pensation, note that baptism is part of the
great commission, Matt. 28 : 19. When Paul
said (1 Cor. 1:17) that he was sent not to
baptize, but to preach the gospel, he was only
saying that the preaching which brings re-
pentance is greater than the baptista that
expresses it. There seems little doubt that
children were included in the scope of the
command, Acts 16 :33. Like circumecision,
it indicates the place that children have in the
covenant of grace and love.

2. The Significance of Baptism. Note the
definition of baptism in the Shorter Cate-
chism. It signifies forsaking an old life and
entering into a new life, turning from sin to
God. Baptism by immersion expresses ad-
mirably this spiritual phase. But all this
forsaking and turning becomes possible
through the outpoured Spirit, and this is
admirably expressed by baptism by sprink-
ling. Do not fail to emphasize that baptism
in itself is nothing, and achieves nothing,

Baptism, moreover, adiiirably expresses
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the consecration and dedication of children to
God and the consecration of the parents to the
task of training their children for God. Make
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reference to the place of children in the Old
Dispensation, as seen in circumecision and in
presentation at the temple, Luke 2 : 27.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT

Teachers in the Intermediate Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the INTERMEDIATE

QUARTERLY.

The connection of this with last week's
lesson will make a good starting place of in-
terests, How were the repentant received
into the society of believers ? By Christ’s
example and command, baptism was insti-
tuted as the initiation ceremony of the king-
dom,

An initiation ceremony provided. Any
initiation ceremony with which your pupils
are familiar will serve as an illustration of
this sacrament. The words of institution are
quite definite. (See Matt. 28 : 19.) The rite
is of sufficient importance to have a prominent
place in the Great Commission. Allegiance
to Jesus Christ is to be publicly acknowledged
and confirmed by baptism. Have the pupils
explain how the initiation ceremony deepens
loyalty to the organization, and makes its
benefits seem more real. In the sacraments
we have symbols used to give us assurance
of the blessings of the Christian life. ““They
are ‘a visible word’ (Augustine), and a tan-
gible word, in the use of which our faith may
attain great vividness, assurance and bless-
ing.”” This lesson is an opportunity to make
this sacrament intelligible, and faith to be
saving must be intelligent.

The meaning of baptism. Get the pupils’
ideas of the significance of the water used in
baptism. Various “washings with water”
were prescribed in the Old Testament, all
expressing the idea of purification. How
does Christian baptism express our need and
Christ’s power ? What importance should be
attached to the form of baptism ? Immer-
sion, the usual form in the early church, has

FOR TEACHERS IN THE

the value of more vividly representing the
cleansing of the entire life. But even with
immersion something must be left to the
imagination. Pouring and sprinkling have
been recognized by our church, “as not only
lav. ful, but sufficient and expedient.” Stress
the importance of the inner attitude.

An early baptism serrice. What led the
Ethiopian to this confession of faith? Get
the class to see the place of the seriptures, the
earnest spirit of the eunuch, the effective help
given by Philip. Opportunities for witnessing
come to the eager and the prepared. The
importance of storing our minds with serip-
ture passages, while the memory is retentive
before we complete our early teens, should be
emphasized. Note the simplieity of the cere-
mony. Yet it would serve to vivify the idea
of the cleansing received through faith in
Christ, and his loyalty would be deepened by
this pledging.

The obligations of baptism. What message
has the Golden Text for those who were bap-
tized when they came into “full communion?”’
For those baptized in infancy ? Birth within
a Christian family justified baptism, as recog-
nizing the infant’s place within the kingdom,
and the expectation that under Christian
home influences a personal confession would
be evoked later. Impress the fact that these
really belong to Christ and his church. To
fail to choose the side of Jesus Christ is to
disappoint the expectation of normal experi-
ence. And all who have been baptized are to
remember they wear the badge of Christian
discipleship.

JUNIOR DEPARTMENT

Teachers in the Junior Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the JUNIOR QUARTERLY.

The attention of pupils of this age can al-
ways be secured by reference to a baby. Ask
how many have seen their baby brother or
sister or any other baby baptized. ,Then
have one pupil describe the rite as it is admin-
istered in the church to which the School
belongs. Ask who has seen a baptism of a

grown-up. Many pupils may not know any-
thing about this. Point out that there is
baj tism both of infants and grown-ups. Ask
why water is used in baptism. Be sure the
pupils understand that the water signifies
cleansing from sin by the blood of Jesus.

Ask if Jesus was baptized. Who baptized
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him ? What wonderful thing happened when
the baptism occurred ? Develop the truth
that he, the sinless one, was baptized as an
example to us. If time permits, read Matt.
3 :13-15. Pupils of this age will need very
little explanation of these verses.

Now turn to Matt. 28 : 18-20. Have pupils
read these verses silently. As. to whom
Jesus was speaking. Why was all power
given tohim ?  Why not, “Come ye,” instead
of, “Go ye?” Lead the pupils to under-
stand that Christ’s human form was about to
be withdrawn from them and that he was
giving his diseiples final instructions about
carrying on the work for which he had been
training them.

Emphasize the form of expression used.
Tel! the class that this is one of the mysteries
about God which we cannot understand.
The Father is God, the Son is God and the
Holy Spirit is God, but the Bible tells us that
these three persons are one God.

Remind the pupils that in last week’s
lesson Peter told the people to repent and be
baptized. Why then does our church baptize
infants, who cannot have repentcd ? See
who can recall v, 39 of last week’s lesson and
impress on those who have been baptized,
that, by their parents’ vows, they have been
dedicated to God, and are already members
of the church, and upon reaching the age of
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understanding, should take upon themselves
the vows their parents made on their behalf.

Use the picture illustrating this lesson in
the pupils’ Quarterly as a starting point for
the next part. Ask one pupil to desciibe this
picture. Who are the men in the chariot ?
What are they doing ? By direct questions,
develop the story, then have one pupil relate
it. Refer to Philip’s unquestioning obedience.
Contrast it with Jonah’s reluctance to go to
Nineveh, as learned from Lesson VIII. of last
Quarter. (This is not Philip the apostle, but
Philip the evangelist, one of the seven deacons.
See Acts 6 : 5.)

If you hai» a map, point out the part of
Africa whic's was then called Ethiopia. 1t is
now Nubia and Abyssinia. Ask to what
religion the Ethiopian belonged. Explain that
at this time, Jews were to be found in all parts
of the civilized world, and this man had prob-
ably been converted to Judaism. Why was
he traveling? From Acts 2: 10 we learn
that proselytes as well as Jews went. to Jeru-
salem to worship. Ask why the eunuch
wished to be baptized. Make sure that every
pupil unuerstands the significance of this
confession, v, 37.

Close by referring to the satisfaction both
men must have felt, one because he had led
another to Jesus, the other because he had
come to know the Saviour.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT

Teachersin the Primary Department should study carefully the scholars’ materialsin the PRIMARY QUARTERLY,

Amv of THE LEesson. To show how Jesus
himself by his baptism set an example for
God’s childien to follow.

(Teachers in this Department may use, as
additional lesson material, Mark 1 : 1-11.)

Lesson Tavenr. When God sent his Son,
Jesus, to the woild, he wanted his people to be
ready for the coming of the king. Hearts and
minds and souls mus! be pure and clean. God
told his servant John to help the people to
know how to do this. So John the Baptist
began to preach.

Crowds came from the big city of Jerusalem
and from other places round about to hear
this man who had a message from God, and
who spoke so earnestly. When the crowds
came to listen to him, John led them to the
grassy banks of the Jordan River and said

to them : “Your king is coming. Make
ready for your king.”

“How shall we do this 7"’ the people wanted
to know. They felt sorrowful, for they knew
just how unready for a king they were. Their
hearts were black with sin. Their lives had
been selfish. (Many were proud and had
treated the poor people in unkind, unloving
ways.) “What shall we do ?” they asked
sorrowfully, “to make ourselves ready for the
king who is coming ?” =

John was very willing to tell them. He
said : ‘“Repent. Be sorry for your sins.
Turn away from them and wash those black
hearts till they are clean and pure and ready
for your king's coming.”

Many people were eager to do this. And
all who confessed their sins, John led down
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and baptized in the river Jordan. That was
a sign to show that they wanted their sins to
be washed away in Jordan's waters and
wanted to be clean and pure, ready for the
king. Each one who was baptized felt, oh, so
much happier, for he knew his sins had been
washed away.

One day, while John was by the Jordan,
some one came down the sloping banks toward
him. It was Jesus, himself. And Jesus com-
manded John to baptize him. John knew
that this was God’s own Son and he said, “I
have need to be baptized of thee, and comest
thou to me ?”’  But Jesus again commanded
John to do this, so John obeyed and Jesus
went down into the water. As he rose up
from the waves, the heavens opened and God
sent a purc white dove. It flew down and
lighted upon Jesus and God’s voice said,
“Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.”

From the time that Jesus himself had been
baptized, and because he bade his followers
do so, those who wanted to follow Jesus’
example in all things asked to be baptized,
too, to show that they wanted their sins
washed away. Would you like to hear how a
queen’s officer found Jesus and was baptized ?
(Tell how Philip met the Ethiopian eunuch.)

The Ethiopian, as he traveled homeward,
was reading a part of the Bible which he had
got in Jerusalem. But, rich as he was, this
man was poor, because he could not under-
stand what the Bible meant. He had no
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teacher and God's Werd was all a puzzle to
him. As the chariot drew near, Philip saw
the poor rich man’s trouble and he asked,
“Understandest thou what thou readest ?”’

The Ethiopian saw that Philip did under-
stand. He begged him to get into the chariot.
Philip went gladly, for he loved to tell about
Jesus. So he sat by the queen’s officer and
told how the king came, and how he had given
his life to save the world.

All the time the chariot wheels were rolling
on, and now they were near a little stream of
water,

“What is to hinder me from being bap-
tized ?"" asked the prince.

“If you believe in Jesus you may,” answered
Philip.

“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God,” said the prince earnestly. And that
very day he was baptized in that little stream,
and his sins were washed away.

To-day fathers and mothers bring their
little ones to church to be baptized. That
baptism means that your father and mother
promised to train you to be God’s children,
and that their dearest hope is for you some
day to say, ;I love Jesus and want to follow
him."”

A Crosina Praver. Dear Father, we
thank thee for sending thy Son Jesus to teach
us the way to be clean and pure. Help each

of these little ones to say : “I love Jesus and
Amen.

want to follow him.”

FROM THE PLATFORM

COMMAND

A A CONVERSA- A
TION

CONVERT

Draw on the blackboard three squares. In the first of these print A CommMaAND, pointing
out to the scholars that this is the first thing found in the lesson (see Matt. 28 : 18-20). Discuss
the command of the risen Jesus to his disciples, bringing out the circumstances in which it
was given, the meaning of the command, and, especially the place and significance of baptism.

Print in the second square A CoNversaTiON. Draw out from the scholars, by questioning
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and suggestion, an account of the conversation between Philip and the Ethiopian officer. In
the last square, print A CoNVERT, explaining this to mean one who becomes a disciple of Christ.
The scholars will see at once that the convert in the lesson was the man of Ethiopia. Close
wita a brief reference to baptism as a badge of discipleship, and press home the obligations

of those who have been baptized in their infancy.

THE LORD’S SUPPER

Matthew 26 : 26-30; 1 Corinthians 11 :

GOLDEN TEXT —For as often as’ye eat this bread, and drink the cu
till he come.—1 Corinthians 11 : 26 (Rev.

Lesson III. July 20, 1919
23-26.

, ye proclaim the Lord’'s death
l‘ ).

23 For I have received of the Lord that

26 And as they were eating, Je'sus took bread, and
blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and
said, Take, eat ; this is my body.

27 And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave
it to them, saying, Drink ye all of it ;

28 For this is my blood of the new testament, which
is shed for many for the remission of sins.

29 But I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth
of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink
it new with you in my Father's kingdom.

30 And when they had sung an hymn, they went out
into the mount of Olives.

THE LESSON PLAN

l esus Ordaining the Supper, Matt. 26: 26-30.
'aul Explaining the Supper, 1 Cor. 11: 23-26.

HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.—The Lord’s Supper, Matt. 26 : 20-30. T.—The
new covenant, Mark 14 : 22-26. W.-—~In remembrance
of me, Luke 22:7-20. Th.—Bread of heaven, John
6:41-51. F.—Partaking of Christ, John 6 :52-63.
8.—Communion with Christ, 1 Cor. 10: 14-22, 8.—
Eating worthily, 1 Cor. 11 : 23-34.
Primary Catechism-—Ques. 36. How was Jesus
Christ different from us? A. Jesus Christ was altc-
gether without sin. Ques. 37. What do you know of

THE LESSON

Lesson Setting—Matt. 26 : 26-30 contains
Matthew’s nccount of the institution of the
Lord’s Supper on the evening of Thursday,
April 6, A.I>. 30, in an upper room in the city
of Jerusalem.

First Corinthians was written by Paul from
Ephesus about A.D. 56. In ch. 11 :20-34,
he tells the Corinthians that the Lord’s
Supper, in its nature, manner and meaning
came down to him from the Lord himself, and
that he had passed it on to the Corinthians.
The apostle further gives instructions as to
the proper observance of the Supper.

I. Jesus Ordaining the Supper, Matt. 26:

V. 26. Jesus took bread ; literlully a “loaf,”
one of the round cakes of unleavened bread.

1Cor. 11:
which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Je’sus
the same night in which he was betrayed took bread :

24 And when he had given thanks, he brake i, and
said, Take, eat : this is my body, which is broken for
you : this do in remembrance of me. p

25 After the same manner also he took the cup,
when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testa-
ment in my blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink ¢,
in remembrance of me.

26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this
cup, ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.

the childhood of Jesus? A. Jesus, when a child, loved
and obeyed His parents, and plcnsed God in all thmga

Shorter Catechism-—Ques. 63. Which is the fifth
commandment ! A. The fifth commandment is, Hon-
our thy father and thy mother ; that thy days may be
long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : 21 (133), 19 (146),
419 (356), 418 (448), 574 (801), 344 (400). (The num-
bers of the Praise Selections in brackets are those of the
new Book of Praise.)

Special Scripture Reading—Ps. 103. (To be read
responsively or in concert by the whole School.)

tern 8lide —For Lesson, B. 1621, The Lord’s

Supper.  (Slides are obtained from PRESBYTERIAN
Pusricarions, Church and Gerrard Sts., Toronto.)

EXPLAINED
Blessed (Omit ““it,” Rev. Ver.). There is no
idea of conferring any special quality upon
the loaf as consecrated. “‘Blessed” and “gave
thanks” (v. 27) mean the same thing. Brake
it ; apiece for each disciple. Gave . . disciples.
Jesus evidently did not partake. This is my
body ; represents my body, as when Jesus
said, “The seed is the word” (Luke 8 :11),
and ‘““the reapers are the angels,” ch. 13 : 39.
Vs. 27-29. A cup (Rev. Ver.) ; one of the
four cups of wine that were drunk at the
paschal meal. Gave thanks. From the Greek
word comes our “Eucharist” (‘“Thanksgiving
Feast”), one name given to the Lord’s
Supper. This is my blood ; this represents

my blood. Of the new testament ; literally,
“of the covenant” (Rev. Ver.), God’s coven-
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ant to save all who believe in Jesus. Shed for
many ; for all who accept the offer of sal-
vation. (See Mark 10:45.) For the remis-
sion of sins ; the putting away of sin, includ-
ing pardon and cleansing. (Compare Jer. 31 :
31-34.) I say unto you, ete. Jesus' next feast
with his disciples would be in heaven. The
Jews pictured the blessedness of heaven under
the figure of a glad feast.

V. 30. Sung an hymn ; the second part of
“Hallel” (Psalms 115 to 118) with which the
Passover ritual closed. The first part
(Psalms 113, 114) was sung at the beginning
of the Feast, before the passing round of the
first cup (compare Luke 22 :17). Mount of
Olives ; to the Garden of Gethsemane (see v.
36). The Mount of Olives was the range of
hills east of Jerusalem, separated from the
Temple mountain by the Kidron Valley.
*“The chief interest of the mountain . . is its
connection with the closing days of our Lord’s
life. Over it he rode on his triumphal entry
to Jerusalem ; and wept over the city as it
came into view (Luke 19 :41); and during
the days when he lodged in Bethany and
visited Jerusalem he must necessarily have
passed over it daily, Luke 21 :37. The fig
tree which he cursed (Matt. 21 : 19) was most
probably on the mountain slopes..on the
side of the mountain was Gethsemane, where
took place the.first scene of the final tragedy.”
I1. Paul Explaining the Supper, 1 Cor.

I: 23-?6.

Dr. Marcus Dods thus describes the
“agape" or love feasts, which soon became a
marked feature of the early church : “On a
fixed day, generally the first day of the week,
the Christians assembled, each bringing what
he could as a contribution to the feast : fish,
poultry, joints of meat, cheese, milk, honey,
fruit, wine and bread. In some places the
proceedings began by partaking of the con-
secrated bread and wine ; but in other places
physical appetite was first appeased by par-
taking of the meal provided, and after that
the bread and wine were handed around.
The Christian love feast was liable to many
corcuptions. The wealthy. took the best
seats, kept hold of their own delicacies, and,
without waiting for any common distribution,
each looked after himself, and went on with
his own supper, regardless of che fact that
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others at the table had none,” wvs. 20, 21.
Paul seeks to correct these disorders by set-
ting forth the true nature and meaning of the
Lord’s Supper.

Vs.23,24. I received of the Lord (Rev. Ver.).
Paul contrasts the source of that Supper of
which he had taught the Corinthians with the
source of that supper which they had allowed
to be the sce ‘e of division and excess : the
one came from eelfishness, the other “from
the Lord.” He had “received” the holy
ordinance as a deposit or trust. Delivered
unio you ; in his teaching. “I” stands over
against “‘you,”—I the imparter, you the re-
ceivers of these solemn facts. The Lord
Jesus ; at once the master and the Saviour
of his people. Night .. betrayed. Here the
fidelity of Jesus to the covenant (v. 28, Rev.
Ver.) is brought out, and also the pathos of
the scene recalled : “behind the holy Saviour
lurks the traitor.” Took bread ; one of the
flat and brittle unleavened cakes of the Pass-
over. (Yiven thanks ; the blessing with which
the meal began. This is my body ; stands for
my body. For wyou. Rev. Ver. omits
“broken.”” Christ’s body is “for”’ us, that is,
for our advantage. This was the purpose of
his taking a human body. In remembrance of
me. The Lord’s Supper is a memorial feast.

Vs. 25, 26. In like manner . . the cup (Rev.
Ver.) ; that is, passing the cup as he had
passed the bread. The new covenant (Rev.
Ver.). See Jer. 31 :31-34. The covenant is
new, in that it secured complete forgiveness
and renewal of nature. In my blood ; as the
ground on which God grants and man accepts
the covenant. As the cup passed from the
Lord’s hand to the hand of each disciple, it
represented a covenant or agreement, in which,
he gave and they accepted a complete salva-
tion. As oft, etc.; never losing sight of the
fact that it commemorates Christ’s death and
dying love. Proclaim the Lord's death (Rev.
Ver.). The Lord’s Supper is an acted
preaching. Till he come ; when the feast
that quickens remembrance will be out of
place.

Light from the East
Earvy Curistian  Worsaip—The  first
Christians livad in a mood of joyous expec-
tancy, Acts 2 : 46. The resurrection appear-
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ances to the disciples had stirred their souls
to the depths. They lived in the buoyant
element of a great religious experience. Then
came Pentecost with its strange stirrings of
soul, its ecstasies for high, for intelligible
speech. And the Lord might come at any
time !

They lived much together. It was their
fellowship that sustained them in the higher
ranges of Christian experience. It was their
fellowship that quickened them to a continual
praise of God. It was their fellowship of
expectancy that would not let a single spivit
droop and it was their fellowship that was
fitted to make every common meal a sacra-
ment. That meal seems to have been the
heart of early Christian worship.

We can well imagine that the eleven when
they joined in a common meal would remem-

The Lord’s Supper
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ber involuntarily but ineritably that last meal
with Jesus. We can understand how the
memory would solemnize and sanctify the
fellowship. We can understand how they
recalled that Jesus used bread and wine to set
forth the deep thoughts of his mind, how they
recalled his acts and his words that night, and
how those who had not been there would thus
be drawn closer into the sacred brotherhood.
We can understand how the experience would
expand to the whole body of disciples, how
the Upper Room would shed its light and
solemn memories over every meal, and how,
whenever Christians came together to eat,
they would mo : or less involuntarily re-enact
the last supper. I should not wonder if, many
a time when the bread was broken and the
soul quickened, Jesus was known of them,
sensibly in their midst.

THE LESSON APPLIED

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread,
and blessed it, Matt. 26 : 26.

Wherever Jesus presides, the commonplace
becomes sacred. It was only a very plain
meal that Jesus blessed, but it became sacra-
mental in his hands, and was filled with a new
meaning before it passed to the disciples.
This quiet supper in the upper room evolved
into the sacred feast of all Christendom, re-
garded with equal reverence, whether cele-
brated with the august ceremonial or in the
gathering from the countryside on the High-
land hills.

In everyday life, there are meals and meals.
Some meals are common ‘“‘eats,” others are
more. Just a few touches make all the differ-
ence,—an open fire, 1eal friends of “lang
syne,’ a saintly father’s thanksgiving and
blessing, the light of love, and the old-
fashioned dishes become holy vessels, the
“cup o’ tea” a feast of love. In the Christian
home, every meal has a spiritual significance,
The food is emblematic of God’s providential
care, the father’s toil, and the mother’s love,
God is acknowledged, the family is united,
and good cheer abounds. If this is true of
the family table, with what holy enjoyment
should we partake of the table of the Lord ?

This is my blood, v. 28. Sacrifice is Chris-
tianity’s first law, as self-preservation is the
first law of nature. How true it was that

Jesus’ life blood was the choice wine of human
life! How true it is that all the sweets of
Christian civilization were contained in that
cup of suffering ! So far as appearance goes,
the association of blood and wine is natural
enough ; otherwise they seem to be extreme
opposites. Blood spells tragedy, wine spells
joy ; but they are inextricably joined.
“Wherefore art thou red in thine apparel,
and thy garments like him that treadeth in
the wine vat ?”’ said the prophet in plaintive
tones, with the response, ‘I have trodden the
winepress alone ; and of the people there was
none with me.” Always' has it been recog-
nized that the blood of the martyrs is the
seed of the church. Clearly can it be seen
to-day that the nation’s cup of blood and the
nation’s wine of enjoyment are interchange-
able terms. Well might the soldier raise the
goblet of Canada’s privilege and indulgence
and say, “This is my blood.” The soldier’s
blood, however, can procure but national
blessings, Christ’s alone can save. And as it
is true that the sacrifices of an army cannot
save a country that is selfish and apathetic,
no more can Christ’s blood save any one who
does not assimilate its spirit in the communion
of service and suffering.

When they had sung an hymn, they went out,
v.30. This hymn breaking out in this night
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before our Lord’s Passion is one of the finest
things in the New Testament. The paths
through which God calls the faithful to go
would be inexplicable, except for the spirit he
gives them. It was on the night in which
Jesus was betrayed that he gave thanks, it
was just before they went out into the dark-
ness that they sang a hymn. The great War
might have shaken our faith completely, if it
had not been for the unconquerable and God-
given morale of the men, which broke out as
songs in the night. The memorable Halifax
disaster seemed like an unrelieved tragedy in
the distance ; it was a new revelation to
those who witnessed the spirit of the victims.
There was one little girl, who lost both eyes
and her face terribly disfigured, yet when a
visitor asked her if she could sing, a smie lit
up even such a face, and the words she sang
were :
“There’s a silver lining,
Through the dark cloud shining.”

“This do in remembrance of me,” 1 Cor. 11 :
24, How quickly the impression of the pre-
sent displaces in our memory the interests of
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the past ! In how short a time will some of
the notable heroisms of the War be forgotten !
Even now, the romantic story of the early
settlers im~our Dominion has almost become a *
lost story. Jesus knew how easily people
forget, and so instituted the feast that com-
memorates those events upon which our life
and salvation depend. It only requires a
small key to unlock a rich storehouse. The
poet returned to the place of his birth, and
found the moss-covered bucket at the well
sufficient to revive a thousand fond recollec-
tions. The mere sight of it carried him back
to a world of other years, until he saw again
the faces of old friends and old scenes. So,
many & thoughtful and earnest friend of
Jesus, when he is handed the familiar em-
blems of bread and wine, is vividly reminded
of patriarchal figures gone; and preachers at
rest, until the mind, carried back over the
flight of years, dwells on that scene of scenes,
in which Jesus discoursed of love and the
Father’s house, and from which he went out
into the lonely night to change its darkness
into the light of the morning.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE ADULT DEPARTMENT

Teachers in the Adult Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the HomMe STupy QUar-

TERLY or the PATHFINDER.

The lesson to-day may be discussed under
the following four heads :

1. The dnstitution of the Lord's Supper,
Matt. 26 :26-30; 1 Cor. 11 :23-26. Call
attention to the close connection existing
between the Passover feast and the Lord’s
Supper. Is there a sense in which one grew
out of the other? In what respects were
they alike ? In the two scripture passages
of our lesson we have two independent ac-
counts of the way in which Christ instituted
the Supper. Have the class compare the
two accounts. Wherein do they differ?
Wherein do they agree? Point out that
Paul's account was written first. Are the
differences between the two accounts vital ?
Call attention to the facts mentioned by
both,—the taking of the bread, the giving
thanks or blessing, the breaking, the words,
“This is my body,” and the mention of the
cup, as setting forth the blood shed for our
salvation.

2. In remembrance of Christ. Evidently
one of the great purposes of the Lord’s Supper
is to remind us of Christ, and especially to
remind us of his death. Were the disciples
likely to forget Christ ? Point out, however,
the value of recurring festivals, such as birth-
days, Christmas, Easter. We may think at
any time of the events for which these stand,
but is it not true that our thoughts specially
turn to these events when the appropriate
festival comes round again ?

3. Communion with Christ. Seek to show
that the full value of the Lord’s Supper is not
realized if we regard it as being nothing more
than a memorial feast. Point out that it is
intended to set forth the spiritual union which
may, and ought to, exist between Christ and
the believing soul. Call attention to the
difference between the Roman Catholi¢ and
the Protestant views of the Lord’s Supper.
We do not believe that the bread and wine
are actually changed into the real body and
blood of Christ. And yet we do believe that
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Christ is present with us in the communion
service according as we have faith in him.
Is the Lord’s Supper an appropriate occasion
for reconsecrating ourselves to him ?

4. Communion with one another. Remind
the class that the Lord’s Supper is a feast in
which we take part in common with other
Christians, and emphasize the significance of
this. This point is well summed up in what

. Paulsaysin 1Cor. 10: 17, Have some person

FOR TEACHERS IN THE
Teachers in the Senior Department should study care
TERLY.,

Make a beginning by referring to the Old
Testament ordinance which the Lord’s Supper
replaced, for there is an important connection
between them. The Passover commemorates
deliverance through sacrifice, the Lord’s
Supper, a greater deliverance through a
greater sacrifice. Paul denotes this connec-
tion of thought, when he says, “Christ our
passover i8 sacrificed for us.” In Hebrews,
we read of “Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered hirnself without spot to God.”
It is, therefore, the sacrificial aspect of Christ’s
redeeming work that is emphasized. The
bread represents his broken body, the wine
his shed blood. And this is the more fitting,
when we remember that his death gathers up
the spirit of all his earthly and eternal life.
Whom he died for, he lives for.

1. The Sacrament as communion with Christ.
Emphasize the fact that while we remember
a dying Christ, we commune with a living
Christ. Memory is but the door of prepara-
tion and access. The cross is of the past.
Christ is of the present. It is not the cross
of Christ we remember, but the Christ of the
cross. Christ offered himself once and for all,
but he is forever the self-sacrificing Christ.

The Lord’s Supper
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read this verse. Speak of the way in which
Christians in all ages of the church have
united in observing this feast. In what way
should our common allegiance to the Saviour
affect o relations to one another as members
of the church ? Call attention to the words
of Jesus recorded in John 15 :9-12, 17, and
point out that these words were likely spoken
at the time when the Lord’s Supper was
instituted.

SENIOR DEPARTMENT

fully the scholars’ materials in the Home STupy QUAR-

In his mercy we trust. In his love we confide.
With such a Christ we commune in partaking
of the bread and wine. We commune with a
victorious Christ. The Lord’s Supper turns
our minds forward as well as backward, from
the cross to the throne. “Until that day
when I drink it new with you in my Father’s
kingdom,” said Christ. “Ye do shew the
Lord’s death till he come,” says Paul. Our
communion is with a Christ who has ‘made
his death a gateway to victory. Sacrifice,
forgiveness, victory,—all these belong to the
table of the Lord.

2. The Sacrament as communion with one
another. (a) There i3 the communion of a
common spiritual experience. There is but
one way by which we come to Christ. There
is a realization of a common weakness and
lack of merit, in the sight of God. The last
thing the Christian can do is to come into
the temple and pray. ‘“God, I thank thee,
that I am not as other men are.” (b) The
communicn of a common love. One is our
Master to whom we owe all. As we are one
in what we veed and what we receive, so we
are made one in what we seek to give to
Christ as we gather round his table.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT

Teachers in the Intermediate Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the INTERMEDIATE

QUARTERLY.

A few questions about the purpose and
value of a sacrament seems a natural way to
open the lesson. In last week’s Notebook
Work the pupils were reminded that the
Protestant churches have two sacraments.
Baptism expresses in symbol our need of
cleansing, and our faith in Christ as its source.
The Lord’s Supper vividly reminds us of how

Christ’s saving work was carried out.

The first supper. The class should be inter-
ested in the first observance of that memorial
feast, which in some form is repeated by every
branch of the Christian church, Protestant,
Greek, Roman. The connection with the
Jewish Passover gives suggestions for under-
standing the significance of the Lord’s Supper.




432 The Teachers Monthly .

Explain the meaning to the Jews of the Pass-
over. The Passover, commemorating a de-
liverance by blood, is a type of the deliverance
through Christ’s sacrifice. “As they were
eating” (vs. 17, 18), the Lord’s Supper was
instituted.

An acted parable. Jesus was the master
teacher and he knew the value of a familiar
natural object for illustrating spiritual, and
tuerefore hidden truths. Every aection in
this acted parable is significant. Have the
pupils tell you how the minister should con-
duct the celebration of the sacrament. The
blessing, the breaking, the giving, the com-
mands to partake, the interpretation of the
symbols, all these steps are important. What
is the significance of bread as a symbol ?
Does “take” suggest a worthy participation
must be a willing remembrance of Christ’s
sacrifice ? “Eat” makes the assimilation of

July 20

the spiritual food essential. Ask for a pupil
to explain, “This is my body.” Could any
better symbol of Jesus’ life blood be chosen
than the red wine ?  Also the significant of all
is the fact that to Jesus, Calvary was not a
defeat, but a triumph to be gratefully and
continually remembered.

The Corinthians and the Lord’s Supper.
From a former lesson recall the Corinthians’
weakness for divisions. Why is unbrother-
liness so horrifying at the Lord’s Table ?
Self-indulgence and selfish disregard of others’
needs made the professed Lord’s Supper a
mockery and a sacrilege. From vs. 20-22
have the pupils show how the whole atmos-
phere was wrong. Note the quiet rebuke in
“the same night in which he was betrayed.”
The “shew the Lord’s death” is a tender recall
of love. Why should all loyal friends of
Jesus sit at his table ?

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT

Teachers in the Junior Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the JUNIOR QUARTERLY.

A good way to introduce this lesson, which
is a somewhat difficult one for teachers in this
department, would be to discuss the picture
in the scholars’ Quarterly. Lead the mem-
bers of the class to observe how distinctly one
figure stands out from all the others, and how
eagerly these others are watching that one.
Ask who the chief figure represents, who the
others are and why they are in the positions
indicated. You will likely be told that Jesus
and his disciples are eating the Lord’s Supper.

Ask what supper preceded the Lord’s
Supper. This will lead the conversation to
the Passover. Recall the events of the first
Passover Night, and how the blood of the
lamb saved God’s people from death. Ask
what would have happened in any Jewish
home where God’s command had been dis-
regarded and no blood had been sprinkled on
the lintel and doorposts. Remind the class
of the words, “When I see the blood, I will
pass over.”

Develop the idea that the blood was a sign
of God’s promise to his people, and of their
faith in him. Question as to what was done
with the flesh of the lamb. Bring out the
fact that the meat gave strength to the par-
takers, and that this strength was needed, in
view of the long journey they were about to

undertake. Show how the Passover lamb
was a type of Christ.

Have clags read Matt. 26 : 26-36. Make
it clear to them that the words,—‘“as they
were eating,” v. 26, refers to the Passover
Supper, and that the remainder of the passage
describes the institution of a new ceremony.
Make the scene as real as possible. Try to
lead the class to understand that Jesus was
to be taken away from his disciples and he
wished to give then: something very sacred
by which they would remember him.

Have one scholar deseribe the ceremony as
learned from these verses. Ask what name
we give to it. Then have another describe it
as it is conducted in the church to which the
School belongs. Show how the bread repre-
sents Christ's body and the cup his blood,
bringing out the idea that bread strengthens
us and that Christ’s blood atones for our
sins.

Call for the meaning of the word “sacra-
ment,” as given in the scholars’ Quarterly.
Ask how many sacraments there are. Have
them named. Emphasize the fact that
Christ commanded the observance of only
these two. Remind the class that baptism
signifies the cleansing from sin and that it
admits one into the membership of the
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Cl. stian Church. Tell them that coming to
the Lord’s Supper is the sign of full member-
ship in the church.

The Lord’s Supper
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Now read 1 Cor. 11 : 23-26,
and tell you anything further they can learn
from this passage.

have elass

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT

Icachersinth

Remembering Jesus.
To help the children,

Primary Torpr

\1m OF THE LESSON.
through the story of the Lord’s Supper, to
know how and why Christians so remember
Jesus

LEessoN STory. - There came a time when
Jesus knew he must soon be parted from those
whom he loved.
twelve followers (disciples) together, and told
them to make ready a supper. He and his
friends were in Bethany when Jesus spoke.
Peter and John weat on to Jerusalem to make
evervthing ready just as Jesus wanted it. , A
friend of Jesus in Jerusalem had a house with
an upper room. Jesus bade those two dis-
ciples go ahead to the city and ask the friend
to lend the room so the supper might be eaten
there.

So one day he called his

When evening came, all the Twelve with
Jesus climbed the outside stairs, and went into
that upper room. There was the supper all
ready, and when Jesus and his friends gathered
about the table to eat, our Saviour took the
flat loaves of bread, broke them, and gave a
piece to each of his disciples. Listen while 1
read to you the very words that Jesus said.
Read Matt, 26 : 26. Then he took the cup of
wine from the table, gave thanks to God, and
passed the cup to each of the disciples in turn.
And Jesus said to them these words they re-
membered as long as they lived. Read Matt.
26 : 27-29.

Jesus' friends did not know that on that
very night eruel men would come to take their
Master ; and that on the very next day he
would die for the world on the cross. But
they did understand that soon, in some way,
he was to be parted from them.

The words he said that evening in the upper
room and his loving acts they never could
forget. Aslong as they should live they knew
that they would want to gather together at

Prinary Department should study earefully the scholars’ materialsin the PRIMARY QUARTERLY.

certain times, have placed upon the table
bread and wine—just as it had been placed
and remember that
Jesus had told thein how the bread was his
body, the wine was his blood that was shed
for them
They would know that because they loved
him his strength would come to them as they

when Jesus was there

50 their sins would be forgiven.

ate the Supper, and they would be stronger.
(Read again or repeat slowly and impressively,
Matt. 26 : 26, 27.)

Years passed by after Jesus had gone home
to be with our Father. His followers had
traveled many miles telling his story. Paul
was one of these traveler followers and Paul
loved to explain to people who did not know
how to find Jesus and how to remember him.
He wrote a letter to some people who lived in
a big, wicked eity, telling them how they
He told
how Jesus took the bread and the wine, giving

might remember Jesus even there,

them to his disciples ; and how at that same
time Jesus bade all his followers meet often
“This do in

and share in a supper, saying,
remembrance of me.”

So every two or three months, in our
churches, there is a meeting time we call the
Communion, Christians  gather
gether. 1f you have been to that service
with father and mother you have seen how
the bread and the wine are passed and heard
your minister read the words Jesus: - oke, and
also the very words you have learned in your
Golden Text that tell why Christians so
remember Jesus. (Have Golden Text
peated by pupils in turn.)

At that service, those who have learned to
love Jesus and want to be counted members
of his church him. They join in
honoring Jesus by sharing in the suppec of
bread and wine, thinking as they do so that
Jesus said @ “This do in remembrance of me.’

when to-

re-

confess

FROM THE PLATFORM

Begin with a little talk about memorials.

Ask the scholars to name some memorial days.

Some of these are Christmas, the anniversary of our Lord’s birth, Easter of his resurcection,
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Victoria Day, ete.

Go on to talk about other memorials, such as monuments, ete.

July 27

Perhaps

the scholars can tell about some memorials of the great War which have been established or

are being planned for.

Point out that, in the Christian chureh, we have a special memorial

C ~ ., . ¢ d »
Shis de in temembzance cf me

of the suffering and death of Jesus Christ,

on the blackboard, “This do in remembrance of me.”

This memorial is called The Lord’s Supper.

Write
Have a little conversation about the

cireumstances in which these words of our Lord were spoken, and close by emphasizing the

obligatiol

Lessor

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

f every disciple to obey the command to observe this memorial feast
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Philippians 4 : 10-20.
GOLDEN TEXT -If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another.
1John1:7.

3ut I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at
st your eare of me hath flourished again ; wherein

were also eareful, but ye lacked opportunity

11 Not that I speak in respect of want : for [ hawve
earned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to b
content

12 I know both how to be abased, and [ know how
to abound : every where and in all am in-
structed both to be full and to be both to
abound and to suffer need

13 I can do all things through C' hich strength-
eneth me

14 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did
communicate with my affliction

15 Now ye Philip’pians know also, that in the begin-

THE LESSON PLAN
I. A Grateful Apostle, 10-13
II. A Generous Church, 14-20
HOME DAILY BIBLE READINGS
M.-—One with Christ, John 17 : 1-11 I'.—Christian
fellowship, Phil. 4 : 10-20. W.—Dwelling together in
, Ps. 133. Th.—Ministering to the brethren, Acts
27-30. F.—Slave and brother beloved, Philemon
8-20. S.——Forbearance and helpfulness, Gal 6;1-10
Love in deed and in truth, 1 John 3 : 13-24
Primary Catechism  Ques. 348 [/

THE LESSON
Lesson Setting —'I'he Epistle to the Phil-
ippians ig one of foar epistles,—the other
three being Ephesians, Colossians and 1 hile-
mon—written while Paul was a prisoner

ning of the gospel, when [ departed from Macedo’nia,
no church communicated with me as concerning giving
and receiving, but ye only

16 For even in Thessalo’nica ye sent once wad again
unto my necessity

17 Not because I desire a gift : but [ desire fruit
that may abound to your account

I8 But [ have all, and abound : I am full, having
received of Epaphrodi‘tus the things which were sent
from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice aceept-
able, wellpleasing to God

19 But my God shall supply all your need according
to his riches in glory by Christ Je'sus

20 Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever

and ever. A'men

spend Hislife, when He grew uptobea man? A. When
Jesus grew up to be a man He went about doing good,
and teaching men about God

Shorter Catechism-—Review Questions 61-63.

Lesson Hymns—Book of Praise : 219 (482), 91 (261),
07 (255), 41 (184), 534 (766), 42 (187). (The numbers
of the Praise Selections in brackets are those of the new
Book of Praise.)

Special Scripture Reading—1 John1: 1-9. (To
be read responsively or in concert by the whole Sehool. )

Lantern 8lide—For Lesson, B. 870, The Walk to
Emmaus.  (Slides are obtained from PRESBYTERIAN
PupLicartoss, Church and Gerrard Sts., Toronto.)

EXPLAINED

These are, therefore, called Epistles of the
Imprisonment or Prison Epistles. Tt is likely
that all four were written from Rome, during
the imprisonment of Paul in that city, nar-
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rated in Acts 28 : 30, 31, though some think
that Ephesians, Colossians and Philemon were
written from Csesarea, while Paul was a
prisoner there (see Acts 24 :27). In any
case, Philippians was written from Rome,
probably in A.D. 63. It is generally believed
to have been the latest of the four Prison
Epistles.

The church at Philippi was the first church
founded in Europe. The story of Paul’s first
vig't to this city is told in Acts, ch. 16. Two
other visits are referred to in 2 Cor. 2 : 13 and
Acts 20 :6. His ill-treatment in their city
drew out. the more powerfully the affection of
the Philippian Christian, so that “once and
again”’ after his leaving them they sent him
pecuniary aid (see v. 14 of the lesson). “Of
all Paul’s letters to churches this one breathes
the most intimate and affectionate spirit.
Here we have Paul in his most free and affec-
tionate mood. He is writing to those who
understand, appreciate and sympathize with
him. He shares his inmost thoughts with
them. They have been generous in gifts and
lavish in love, and he is not afraid to let them
see how deeply he is touched” (Century
Bible).

The lesson contains Paul’s thanks to the
Philippians for their gifts and their many past
favors. ‘““Contented as he is with whatever
(God sends, he might have done without them,
but they will add interest to the account of
the Philippians and he gives them a receipt
in full which God will acknowledge.”

I. A Grateful Apostle, 10-13.

V. 1. Bat. This word marks the turning
of Paul’s thought to a new subject. He has
not up till now, expressly thanked the Philip-
pians for their gift which was likely the occa-
sion of this letter. [ rejoiced. Joy is the one
of the keynotes of this beautiful epistle (see
v. 1, ete.). In the Lord. 'The apostle’s
thought turns constantly to Christ as the
source of all his strength and gladness. He
it is who put into the hearts of the Philippians
such care for the apostle. Ye have revived
your thought for me (Rev. Ver.); literally,
‘“‘you have shot forth (as a branch) thought
in my behalf ;”” “you let your care for me
blossom into activity again.” Wherein ye did
indeed take thought (Rev. Ver.). There had
been some delay in sgnding the gift, because

Christian Fellowship
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they had lacked opportunity. They were
poor (2 Cor. 8 : 1, 2), and perhaps found it
difficult to find a trustworthy messenger to
carry the gift so far.

V. 11. Not that I speak, ete. It was not
the gift, but the spirit that prompted the
givers, that Paul sogreatly prized. [I'n respect
of want; “in language dictated by want”
(Lightfoot) ; “not that I complain of want”
(Moffatt). In whatsoever state. He Svas re-
signed to God’s will under all cireumstances.
To be content; ‘“self-sufficing,” depending
neither on the Philippians or any other
earthly helpers. Paul’s self-sufficiency had a
source outside of himself in Christ. “Dr.
Johnson talked with approbation of one who
had attained to the state of the philosophical
wise man, that is, to have no want of any
thing. ‘Then, sir,” said I, ‘the savage is a
wise man.’ ‘Sir, said he, ‘1 do not mean
simply being without—but not having a
want’” (Boswell’s Life of Johnson).

Vs. 12, 13. I know ; as the result of having
learned. To be gbased ; ““to live humbly,” in
poverty. 7Toabound ; “tolive in prosperity.”
I am instructed ; “initiated into the secret”
(Moffatt). Compare Ps.25 : 14. [ can do all
The word do scarcely gives the full
sense of Paul’s words. Rather, “I am equal
to all things—am strong for all things—
through Christ who gives to me strength.”
It covers not doing, only, but suffering as
well ; anything the Lord may bring upon him.
In him that strengtheneth me (Rev. Ver.) ;
literally, “infuses strength into me.” This
was the secret of the apostle’s great life.

I1. A Generous Church, 14-20.

V. 14. Notwithstanding. Paul would not have
the Philippians think that, in speaking of his
self-sufficiency, he undervalues their gifts. His
courtesy is conspicuous.  Ye have well done ;
“ve did nobly.” Their deed was not only
generous but lovely ; it was not only good,
but was at once seen to be good. Did com-
municate ; Rev. Ver., “had fellowship with;”
Lightfoot, ‘“went shares with.”

things.

Vs. 15, 16. In the beginning of the gospel ;
when the gospel was first preached to them,
about ten years previously. {(See Lesson
Setting.) In the malter of giving and receiving
(Rev. Ver.). Paul uses financial terms.
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“*Giving and receiving” is equivalent to
“debit and credit.”” The Philippians had
“opened an account” of generosity with him,
of which their giving is the “eredit” and his
receiving the “debit” side respectively.
“Paul had bestowed on them priceless spirit-
ual gifts. It was only squaring the account
that he should receive material blessings from
them. In Thessalonica. See Acts 17 @19,
Vs.*17, 18. Not..desire a gift. 1t was
Paul’s ordinary practice to refuse support for

preaching the gospel, lest he should be accused
of preaching for gain (see 2 Cor. 11 :7-9)
Fruil . . lo your account ; *“interest that ac-
cumulates in this way to vour divine eredit”
(Moffatt). The terms used are from the
money market. [ hare all ; the usual form of
a receipt. It is as if Paul had written @ “1
give you a receipt for what you owed me.”
I ..abound. *““Who isrich? He that is con-
tented with his lot” (Jewish saying). I am
SJull ; “amply supplied.”  From Epaphrod-
ilus ; the messenger who brought the gifts of
of the Philippian church (compare ch. 2 : 25).
A sacrifice.  In the early church a gift to an
apostle or teacher seems to have been re-
garded as an offering to God.

\'.‘ ]”. 20. U_r/ God . . ‘\Vllﬁllll’[ all your Iull[».
The Philippians had ministered to Paul's
“1 am full.”
That is the side of the reckoning which stood
to their credit.  Here is the other side.  God
will repay what has been done to his servant
for the gospel’s suke.  He, in turn will satisfy
every need of theirs.  According to hisriches in

glory ; *from his wealth in glory ™ (Moffatt).

need o that he could say :
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In Christ Jesus (Rev. Ver.) ; in whom all this
wealth is contained.

Light from the East

Deeps oF FeLrowsurp—Paul’s heart was
touched by the Philippian Christians’ deeds
of fellowship, v. 16. He was a poor man and
they ministered to his necessity. There were
many poor in the early church, and it was no
small task to help them. Many of the Lord’s
sayings about the poor were recalled. (See
Matt., chs. 6, 19,20; 10:9,10; 19 : 21-24.)
Some of his disciples thought that salvation
was to be won by giving away their property,
Luke 6 :34, 35; 12:21, 33. Most of the
Master's disciples seem to have been quite
poor. It was natural that the spirit of the
early church should seek to check the pursuit
of wealth ; especially as nearly every Chris-
tian believed that the end of the world was
just at hand. The church did not require the
abandonment of wealth but it strongly ap-
proved of the generosity of Barnabas. Acts 4:
34 to 5 : 1sets an ideal before Christian men.

The Jerusalem church seems to have been
particularly rich in poor members. There
were s0 many of them and they were so poor
that they stood in sore need of help from the
outside, and that help Paul looked for from
the rich commercial centres of Greece and
Macedonia, 2 Cor., ch. 9. In the same way
the thousands of destitute Jews who have
found their way to Jerusalem in recent times
that their lives may be laid on the sacred
slopes of Mount Zion are fed from the bounty
of the Jews in Europe and America.

THE LESSON APPLIED

Fellowship is one of the deep words of our
language, and carries a much richer meaning
T here is the
fellowship, which is in word and tongue, and
that which is in deed and in truth. The
former is easy and superficial, and can be ex-

than we sometimes give to it

pressed in a mere formal code of etiquette ;
the latter is genuine and practical and involves
the principles of character and conduet. Men
are born with a strong social instinet, which
must find expression in some way. When
young fellows loaf around the country store,
sharing their experiences and jokes, when
men unite in clubs and seeret societies, with

their common interests and benefits, when
society organizes itself in any one of its thou-
sand forms, they each and all manifest this
love for fellewship.  Yet this natural instinet
has never found a perfect expression, and so
we have endless suggestions, telling us the true
basis of human brotherhood. Some of these
are social, some political, and some economic.
The fellowship of the New Testament has its
centre in Christ and heads up into God, the
Universal Spirit.

The first law of Christianity, so far as our
fellow man is concerned, is to love our neigh-
bor as ourselves.  All the principles of Chris-
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tianity and lasting friendship are the same,—
love, trust, service, forgiveness, forbearance.
Christianity recognizes our common origin
and destiny ; it shows us that we all belong
to the same union of those who are ‘engaged
in our Father’s business ; its primary demand
is love ; its work is to -produce characters
that are worthy of love and confidence. So,
in every way, Christianity is conducive to
good fellowship.

The spirit of fellowship so distinctive of
Christianity may be illustrated by its prac-
tical effects. In every home, church, and
nation, where Christianity is really alive,
there is love, peace and justice ; while the
domestic brawls, ecclesiastical splits, and
world wars are caused by those whose Chris-
tianity has grown cold, who have become
apostate, or who have never had the spirit of
Christ at all. The beautiful picture of the
Christian community at Pentecost, when all
barriers of sex, race, and social condition were
broken down, is at the same time a proof and
a promise of what Christ can do to unite men
together.

In the charming verses of our lesson, we
have no cut and dried solution for all the
knotty questions of class and caste, of wealth
and need, of inequality and discord. What
we have is an expression of the fine feeling
that is absolutely necessary before we can
effectively approach or deal with such social
problems.

We have first the Philippians’ treatment of

Paul. They had sent him gifts of money on

Christian Fellowshi;,
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more than one oceasion, and although he had
a naturally proud and independent spirit,
they sent it in such a way that he accepted it,
although that was contrary to his custom.
They knew he was in need, and such was their
attitudé of intimate sympathy, that they
were able to give to him, without any sem-
blance of charity, and without wounding his
delicate spirit. The world gives great sums
in charity, but there is that proverbial cold-
ness about it, which crushes the heart of those
it is meant to save. The great needs of the
world will never be met by fortuitous charity,
but, if those who have, would provide for
those who have not, in the spirit that the
Philippians gave to Paul, it would put a heart
into our relief work that would bless him that
gives, and him that takes.

But what would go further to solve oursocial
grievances than the spirit of the Philippians
would be the spirit of Paul, who had learned
the secret of contentment. Sometimes the
church is accused of prolonging the injustices
of life by preaching contentment to the
wronged, when, we are told, we should preach
that they should stand up for their rights. 1t
is quite true that we should not rest content
with conditions until they are as they ought
to be. To the rich and well-to-do must
be preached Paul’s spirit of finding content-
ment in doing good, rather than in riches, and
trusting in God’s providence, rather than in
financial insurance. The poor, in their efforts
to set the world right, should beware lest they
themselves show the same greed for weslth
which they condemn in others.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE ADULT DEPARTMENT

Teachers in the Adult Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Home Stupy Quagr-

PeRLY or the PATHFINDER.

A very direct connection may be traced
between our lesson a week ago and the one
to-day. We noticed that the observance of
the Lord’s Supper is a reminder to us of our
common brotherhood with all believers in
Christ. Our lesson to-day suggests to us
something of how that common brotherhood
may find expression.
that psychologists tell us that we injuie our-
selves when we neglect to give real expression
to good and uplifting emotions, and that there
is an ever-present danger lest our sense of

Point out to the class *

Christian brotherhood should evaporate in
mere feeling. Now discuss :

1. The bond of sympathy, vs. 10-14. Sug-
gest to the class that Paul’s letter might easily
have closed with the benediction of v. 9.
But he has left his acknowledgment of the
gifts that had been sent him until the last.
Who had brought him these gifts ?  Sce v, 18.
Did Paul regard these gifts from his friends
at Philippi as absohlutely 1ecessary to his
comfort 7 What great lesson of contentment
had Paul learned ?  Show the value of such a
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lesson for a man placed in the varied circum-
stances which surrounded Paul. 1f the gifts
from Philippi were not absolutely necessary
to him, however, in what spirit did he receive
them ? Ask members of the class to explain
in their own words what Paul means'by “fel-
lowship with my affliction.”” In what way
was the sending of these gifts an evidence
that tRe Philippian Christians had fellowship
with Paul's afflictions ? Is it true that the
mere fact of knowing that some one else has
us in his thoughts is a considerable help to us
when we are in any kind of difficulty ?

2. The eficct of sympathy upon ourselves, vs.
15-17, What unique distinction does Paul
give to the Philippian church ? Remind the
class that Paul’s stay in Thessalonica was not
a long one, and vet he had received help from
Philippi more than once. What special rea-
son does Paul give in v. 17 why he welcomes

FOR TEACHERS IN THE

July 27

the generosity of his friends ? How is active
sympathy with others an evidence of the
working of the grace of God within onr own
hearts ? Have some one read 2 Cor. 9 : 3-11.
Quote from Sir J. M. Barrie, “Those who
bring sunshine to the lives of others, cannot
keep it from themse!ves.”

3. The religious valus of sympathy, vs. 18-20.
Lay emphasis upon the figure of speech used
by Paul in v. 18. What was there about the
gifts from Philippi to remind Paul of the Old
Testament sacrifices ?
Heb. 13 : 16. 1Is it true to say that Paul is
thinking of the religious rather than the

Ask some one to read

material value of the gift ? Point out the
connection between vs. 18 and 19.  Are both
temporal and spiritual needs included in the
promise of v. 19?7 What is the measure of

)

God's ability to give ?

SENIOR DEPARTMENT

Teachers in the Senior Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the Home Stevny Quar-

TERLY,

Last lesson considered the fellowship that
belongs to a special ordinance, the Lord’s
Supper. Here it is considered as a character-
istic of the Christian life as a whole.

1. Characteristics of fellowship. The psalm-
ist (Ps. 133) sinas the praises of its beauty,
“Behold, how good and how pleasant.”
Unity always impresses, whether it be the
still unity of a great cathedral, or the unity
of action seen in an operating machine, or a
marching battalion, Paul (1 Cor., ch. 12)
tells the power of unity and fellowship of
spirit.  Only in this fellowship does the
church realize itself. John (1 John 4 :7-13)
does not hesitate to imply that a church with-
out fellowship is a church without God, and
consequently a church without power.

2. The basis of fellowship. 'The basis is
spiritual.  John's secret of fellowship is love.
Organization expresses, but does not create
unity. The church of Corinth was one in
organization, but it was a divided church.
Enclosing walls do not make a home, but
only a house. Only love of God makes this
fellowship possible. Selfishness reveals our
fellow man to us as rival, competitor, antag-
onist or tool. God’s love shows him as
brother, helper, friend, partner. Only the

love of God shed abroad can make the world
a home.

3. The s®pe of fellowship. There should be
a fellowship of spiritual experiences. Malachi
says (Mal. 3 :16), “Then they that feared
the Lord spake often one to another.” This
will include fcllowship in one another's joys
‘Rejoice with them that do
rejoice, and weep with them that weep,” says
Paul, Rom. 12 : 15. But this fellowship must
go farther. The Samaritan did not merely

and sorrows.

condole with the wounded man. He gave of
his oil and wine, and of his time and money
and credit. It was the glory of the Philippian
church that they followed Paul, not only with
their prayer, but with their gift. And we
learn how the gift greatly refreshed the soul
of Paul in prison and strengthened him might-
ily for the things that remained.

4. The benefit of fellowship. *“Ye did com-
municate with my afflictions,” says Paul to
the Philippians. Paul means that they be-
came partners with him in his trials and, by
divine consequence, partners Jn all  his
triumnphs. No less he teaches that an en-
largement of soul came to the Philippians.
They received, no less than they imparted,
blessing.
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FOR TEACHERS IN THE INTERMEDIATE DEPARTMENT

I'eachers in the Intermediate Department should study earefully the scholars’ materials in the INTERMEDIATE

TUARTERLY. ‘

(Can any person who keeps entirely by him-
self be a good Christian ? A s ort discussion
of that question will lead the way into this
lesson with its topie, Our Christian Friend-
ships.  The great subject of our Lord’s teach-
ing was the kingdom ; and it is interesting to
obgerve what proportion of his counsels refers
We

have here an excellent example of the bond of

to the relations of its fellow members.

this Christian society.

Pie-
ture to the class Paul’s condition as he wrote
this letter to the Philippians. He
prisoner, and even before this imprisonment

A practical expression of friendship.
was a

of two years at Rome, the aged apostle was
ready, “to die for the unity of Christ's church
and the glory of his name.” Certain privi-
leges, however, were accorded the prisoner,
\ets 28 : 30, “Although a prisoner, chained
by the wrist to a Roman soldier, who was one
of his guard, he was allowed to live in his own
lodgings, and his friends were suffered freely
to visit him.”

Sir William Ramsay has put forth the
theory that such privileges were made pos-
sible by a legacy received shortly before his
We know that hard toil at
his trade of tentmaker had formerly been
necessary to enable him to carry on his mis-
sionary labors. But although apparently not
in financial need at this time, the contribu-
tions from Philippi sent through Epaphroditus
(v. 18) are very gratefully received as an ex-
pression of real sympathy. Note the beautiful
sentiment expressed in v. 17.  Ask the pupils
to suggest an opportunity for emulating the
Philippian example.

imprisonment.

Be prepared to give in-

formation- about the place of the Aged and
Infirm Ministers’ Fund in the Forward Move-
ment.

A condition of [friendship’s permanence.
Have the class name conditions of a per-
manent friendship. What place has appre-
ciation of favors and its grateful expression ?
Emphasize the selfishness that frequently at-
tends the receiving of gifts. Note the large-
hearted courtesy that makes the apostle for-
get about his own condition, and overflows in
this gracious note of thanks. Paul’s gratitude
is more beautiful beeause he has a sturdy in-
dependence, v. 11. Ask the pupils to point
out the several phrases which show the depth
of Paul’s appreciation.  There are the good
intention of v. 10, and the unique former act
of v. 15 (see 2 Cor. 11 : 7-9) and the repeated
generosity of v. 16. Would not this friend-
ship be stronger after the Philippians’ gener-
osity, and Paul's gratitude so beautifully
expressed ?

The basis of this beautiful friendship. Test
the nupils to see whether they understand
“rejoiced in the Lord” when
the Philippians showed their generous spirit.
With the heart of a true pastor his joy consists
in seeing this fruitage of a Christian spirit, v.
17. It is even a sacrifice of religious signi-
ficance, v. 18. How can the apostle repay

why the apostle

them? In v. 19 he merely hints at com-

mending them to God. The Philippians’
generosity and the apostle’s gratitude alike
are based on a Christian life. (See Golden
Text.) Ask to see the Notebook plans for

increased friendliness,

FOR TEACHERS IN THE JUNIOR DEPARTMENT

I'eachers in the Junior Department should study carefully the scholars’ materials in the JUNIOR QUARTERLY.

Jegin this lesson by referring to the suffer-
ings of some of our soldiers in German prisons
during the course of the great War, and to
how people in all the allied countries sent
parcels of food and other comforts to them.
Ask why we all felt that no matter what
sacrifices we made in order to send these gifts
we can never repay the debt we owe to the

men for whom they were intended. Bring

out the idea that these prisoners were there
in our behalf and that our liberties, and per-
haps our lives, are safe because they risked
theirs to protect us. By questioning the
class on the knowledge gained from their
Quarterly, develop the fact that this week’s
lesson is part of an epistle or letter to the
Philippian Christians by Paul from a Roman
prison, and the cause and length of his im-
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prisonment. Impress on the class that these
Philippian Christians were even more in-
debted to Pa.! than we are to our brave
soldiers.

Ask how the Philippians proved their grati-
tude to Paul. Make clgar (by means of a
map, if possible) the hardships and extent
of the journey Epaphroditus undertook and
picture some of the difficulties he would be
likely to experience in gaining access to a
prisoner in Rome.  Ask what any one should
do upon receiving a letter and valuable pre-
sent from a friend who lives a long distance
away. What did Paul do? What would
you expect his letter to contain ?  From what
part of Paul’s letter is this week's lzsson taken?

Now take up the study of the lesson passage.
Because many words ard parases as used
here are difficult for pupils of this age to
understand, it is advisable to take each verse

separately. Either read it vourself or have
the class read it, and question closely on the
weaning, explaining difficult parts.

Some points to be noted are :

July 27

1. Paul's wonderful cheerfulness and con-
tentment, under trials and privations that would
crush most people, vs. 10-12.  Ask the class to
draw lessons from this.

2. The source of that cheerfulness and con-
tentment.,  Dwell on the point that with the
same help, we also ean do all right things.

3. Paul's gratitude to the Philipmans for
their repeated remembrar s, and the strength
and encouragemen! deriveu from his fellowship
with them, v. 17. Bring out the fact that our
religion should affect our lives, Remind the
scholars of Lesson X. of last Quarter, Matt.
7 1 16-29.  See who can repeat any verse from
that lesson bearing on this point, Matt. 7 : 16-
20. God out of his exhaustless riches, will
reward all who minister to his servants, v. 18,
19.

Dwell on the expression, my God. Make
plain to the class that Paul felt that although
he himself was unable to reward the Philip-
pians, he could promise them all needed
blessings from his God. Point out the use of
the word need,—not want.

FOR TEACHERS IN THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT

leachersin the Primary Department should study earefully the scholars’ materialgin the PRIMARY QUARTERLY.

Primary Toric—Loving Jesus and one
another.

A oF THE LEesson.  To show that follow-
ing Jesus' rules is the foundation of Christian
fellowship

InTrRODUCTION.  Alexsat up in the haymow
and there was a big scowl on his face. A
robin outside sang : “Cheerup ! Cheerup!”
but Alex wouldn't cheer up a bit.  He kept
pushing strands of hay back and forth, as he
thought how, just a few minutes before, he
had jumped up from the breakfast table ex-
claiming : ‘I hate you, Fred Gould, and I'm
going to ask father to take me home to-
morrow."”

Now, as he sat there all alone, he thought
of himself as the most ill-used boy in the world.
Nobody liked him. Fred, his ecousin, and all
the neighbor boys tried to leave him out of
their good times.  Indeed Fred had just told
him uncomfortably : “I don't believe you'll
want to go fishing. Tod Martin's coming
along.”  Alex kicked impatiently at the pile
of hay by the ladder.

“Why, Alex boy, are you trying to bury

)

me ?"" called Aunt Cora’s laughing voice as
she climbed up the ladder. “1 thonght you
must be hungry and I saved a muffin for you.”
Alex’s face cleared a little as he muttered,
“Thank you, Aunt Cora.”

Aunt Cora saw that something was wrong
with eight-year-old Alex, and she longed to
set her little nephew straight in his boy's
world.  So she laid her hand on his arm and
said gently : “You haven’t had a very happy
vacation so far. Don’t you like the good
times that come on a farm ?"

“Yes-s, 1 did,” answered the boy slowly,
“till all the boys got so hateful. Aunt Cora,
they act just as if they didn’t want me along.
I can’t bear it and I'm going home.”

“I'm so sorry,” said Aunt Cora. “Why, I
thought you and Fred were going to be the
best of fiiends. Didn’t you tell me some-
thing like that last week ?"

“Well, I did like Fred first-rate, until we
went fishing and Tod Martin came. You
know he has the raggedest clothes, and I just
said 1 didn’t want to go anywhere with a
beggar—and then—of course they were mad,
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and Rodney said Fred had better take his
tony cousin away. So Fred acted 'shamed
and we came off alone and quarreled over the
fishing rods. Ever since the boys won’t come
near me, and now Fred's gone with them,”
ended Alex, miserably near to tears even if
he was eight years old.

“That’s too bad, and you haven’t had a bit
happy week,” Auntie.  “But,
Alex, let me tell you about another boy who
His mother
has been sick all summer and he has to be
‘man of the house’ for his father, not like
your daddy, didn’t come back from ‘over
We people around here think it's
pretty fine of this soldier’s boy to earn money
for his sick mother by ecatching and selling
We don’t look at
his ragged clothes ; we're so busy thinkimg
about the fine boy who is inside of them and
his name is""——

“Tod Martin " exclaimed = AleXey o O
wintie, why didn’t Fred tell me ? To think
But it’s too late now,”
he added. “I'd better go home, and not
make any more trouble.”

“Wait, Alex. What do you think would be
your mother’s way of making the wrong
right 2"

comforted

does not have many good times.

there.

fish and picking berries.

I've been so mean,
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“Why-ee, mother always said 1) go by the
Golden Rule,” and the boy repeated softly its
words. Luke 6 :31.

“Yes, that was your mother's way and it
won her many friends, Alex boy—true friends
who don’t forget her memory and who want
to help her little son to be the right kind of
man.”

“I know what I'm going to do now, Aunt
Cora,” cried Alex. “‘I'm going straight down
to where the boys are fishing together and I'm
going to tell Tod Martin I'm sorry and I'm
going to try to win him for my friend.” Alex
was off like a shot, and that day he learned
that following Jesus’ rule is the way to make
friends.

LessoN Taveur, Three Sundays ago our
story was about how Jesus’ friends used to
gather together, talk about Jesus, sing hymns
and pray. (Recall last week's lesson.) Just
a little picture is given to us of how these
Christians—Jesus’ followers who tried to
carry on his work after he went to heaven—
lived day by day. (Read, or paraphrase
simply, Acts 2 : 42, 46, 47.)

The teacher may give as a closing the pic-
ture Paul draws in Phil. 4 : 10-20, of the gen-
e.ous  Philippians who remembered their
friend.

FROM THE PLATFORM

Paul

ROME

Christians

PHILIPP]

Begin by asking wnere Paul was when he wrote the letter from which to-day’s lesson is

taken (Print RomE on the blackboard), and above the name of the city print PauL
this question by asking to what city the letter was written (Print Paiuippr).
The scholars will reacily answer that it was written to the
Now, turn the conversation to whatPaul had done for the Philippian
Recall the story of his visit to Philippi, his preaching of the gospel there and the

whom the letter was written.
CurisTians at Philippi.
Christians.

sufferings which he aod Silas had to undergo.
done for Paul at Thessalonica (v. 16), and later at Rome.

Follow
Ask, also, to

Next, talk about what the Philippians had
The thought to bring out is that

Paul did for the Philippians what they needed and what he was able to do, while, in like manner,

they did for him what he needed and they could do.

duty of helpfulness,

Emphasize, in closing, the Christian
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The Beloved Sinner, by Rachgl Swete
Macnamara (G. P. Putnam’s Sons, Néw York
and London, Frederick D. Goodchild, To-
ronto, 343 pages, $1.50 net) is a tale « " the
triumph of true love over misunderstanding
which threatened its wreckage. The mis-
understanding had its root in sin,—a sin
against the honesty and truthfulness which
the upright soui sets at so high a price. But
the judges of the sinner were those who loved
her, and their 10ve was great enough to forgive
even the sin which they hated with so im-
placable a hatred. The forgiveness was all
the fuller and sweeter to the sinner because it
left unchanged the hatred of the sin. The
story of it allis told with rare skill and charm,
and the characters are drawn to the life by tle
sure and steady hand of a real artist

In Cornelia : The Story of a Benevolent
Despot, by Lucy Fiteh Perkins (Houghton
Miftlin Co., Boston and New York, Thomas
Allen, Toronto, 202 pages, $1.25 net), the
author presents a heroine, who will achieve
instant and universal popularity. “Cornelia”
is a lanky, long legged child, with a scornful
indifference to personal neatness and beauty,
overflowing with fiery energy, utterly original
in character and talk. Her activities to fur-
ther the welfare of those about her, always
well intentioned, not infrequently worked out
as to have the appearance of mere mischief.
But her efforts after the betterment of the
objects of her benevolence were often worth
while, as for example, when she set herself to
improve the circumstances of a neighbormg
poor family, and took a hand in bringing
about the defeat of an objectionable mayor-
alty candidate. Than Cornelia there are few
more amusing characters in fiction, and the
story of her doings will be immensely enter-
taining alike to young and old.

A right good yarn is Wooden Spoil, by
Victor Rousseau (George H. Doran, New
York, McCeelland & Stewart, Toronto, 312
pages, $1.50 net). The hero, Hilary Askew,
suddenly finds himself the heir to a tract of
Canadian timber land ten miles square, left
him by his uncle, Jonas Askew, who had sunk
a fortune in the purchase. Hilary starts in
to take possession, but finds Lamartine, an
unscrupulous Quebec notary, with Broussard
and Morris in a conspiracy to rob him of his

rights. The story of his contest with these
crafty opponents, men who would stick at
nothing to accomplish their ends, is full of
exciterment and adventure. The Seigneur
Rosny and his daughter Madeleine also come
into the story. It is in a world of rough
lumbermen, old French traditions and greed
for gain, that the young owner battles for hisg
own. It was a clean, honorable fight that he
put up, and he won out by dint of sheer
courage and determination which will win the
admiration of every reader.

®An English literary man and a collector of
ferns, “the emblems of fidelity,” writes to an
American author, asking for information as to
where he may get some Kentucky ferns. The
\merican undertakes to send them, and sets
about securing them from, and having them
shipped, by florists, but soon becomes en-
tangled in ali sorts of difficulties and misun-
derstandings. The amusing and provoking
situations which develop before friendly rela-
tions are restored between the two writers,
are brought out in letters of various corres-
pondents, which make up the charming tale,
Emblems of Fidelity : A Comedy in Letters,
by James Lane Allen (MeClelland and
Stewart, Toronto, 219 pages, $1.25 net)

Deer Godchild, by Marguerite Bernard
and Edith Sewell (Charles Seribner’s Sons,
New York, Frederick Goodehild, Toronto,
8% pages, $1.0) net), in a style which is a
frank imitation of Dzer Mable, contains the
correspondence between an American boy
and a French child, whom he has adopted as
his godehild and to whose maintenance he
contributes out of his earnings. The book
is as amusing, in its own way, as its prototype
and will make an appeal, no doubt, to as large
a cirele of readers.

Three Times and Out, 1s the story told by
himself and written by Nellie L. MeClung, of
Private Simmons’ three attemps to escape
from a German prison, the first two of which
resulted in recapture, while the third was
successful. Private Simmons knows how to
tell a story, and it does not need to be said
that Mrs. MeClung knows how to write one.
The joint product is a tale which every lover
of adventure will read with eager interest.
(Houghton Mitllin Company, Boston and
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these Mottoes as awards to the
scholars, or as a little remembrance on

T
T EAC H E R s some occasion.

W A HINT TEACHERS will do well to consider
0O

ISTINCTLY new and very beautiful designs by the best of artists, com-
bined with splendid texts and the latest methods of reproduction, place
these mottoes in a class by themselves. The soft, rich tones of color,

beautifully blended, will appeal to those of artistic taste

Really, they are art treasures !

gk and it ! i
shall be aiven Bhe Torb is
Lo seek, and mu shepherb:
ue shall find. ¥ shall not

want.
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No. 312 No. 314
KEEP MY COMMANDMENTS GOD IS LOVE
Size, 5} x 8} inches. Corded Size, 5} x 8} inches. Corded
7c. each, a package of 10 Tc. each, a package of 10
assorted for 60c. assorted for 60c.

Five charming designs of country scenes A\ striking series of five different groups
on attractive background, upright shape of happy children, with border in eolors,
with gold borders and gilded letterings gold outlined.

Texts Texts
1. If ye keep my commandments, ye shall 1. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not
abide in my love want
2. Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek, 2. Show me thy ways, O Lord ; teach me
and ye shall find thy paths
3. The Lord is very pitiful, and of tender 3. i ye love me, keep my commandments.

mercy The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
1. Wait on the Lord ; be of good courage wisdom.

_ and he shall, ete 5. God is love ; and he that dwelleth in
5. Watch and pray, that ye enter not into love, dwelleth in God.
temptation

See 1919 Catalogue for Complete Line
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New York, Thomas Allen, Toronto, 247 pages,
$1.50 net.)

At the chateau where she spent the summer
of 1918, with her four children, Helen Daven-
port Gibbons always had a warm welcome for
the American soldiers who came to her gate.
It is about these soldiers that she tells in her
book, A Little Gray Home in France (The
Century Company, New York, MecClelland
and Stewart, Toronto, 258 pages, $1.50 net).
How she got the stories, Mrs. Gibbons ex-
plains in the Foreword. *In the study of my
Little Gray Home in France is an old Brittany
wardrobe. The boys toast their toes at the
fireplace beside it. When they stop for a
breathing space, they tell me what they think
and what they see.  On a shelf are paper and
pencil, and when I go there to get out choco-
late or a new pair of woolen socks, 1 seratch
down hastily what my boys have said.” She
writes with a graphic and sympathetic pen
of the thoughts and feelings of many different
types of men.

“Shan’t” is the nickname of a small girl
with whom the readers of Oranges and
Lemons, by Mary C. E. Wemyss (Houghton
Mifflin Co., Boston and New York, Thomas
Allen, Toronto, 296 pages, $1.50 net), are sure
to be delighted, for she is mueh more cap-
tivating and less perverse than her name,
which is short for “Shan’t-if-I-don’t-want-
to,”” would suggest. She has a grown-up
sister, Diana, a very charming and interesting
young lady, who is just “out.” It is little
wonder that the presence of these two is
found equally desirable in the London house
of their bachelor uncle, on their mother’s side,
and in the pretty country home of their un-
married aunt, on their father’s side. The
endeavors of each to keep the charming
nieces, and the experiences of the mischievous
Diana with her numerous suitors, among
whom are a poet and a curate, are very
amusing. One grows very well acquainted
with the various characters, as the story makes
its leisurely way to an amicable solution of
the problem.

Little did Mr. Arthur Mackwayte, a
London vaudeville actor, dream, when an
unexpected telephone call summoned him to
replace, in the largest theatre of the metro-
polis, an artist who had unfortunately broken
his ankle, that he was plunging into the very
middle of a maze of plots and counterplots
such as might well dizzy the steadiest brain.
The murder of this harmless victim during the
very night of the engagement from which he
and his daughter had hoped much, formed a
link in one of the strangest series of happen-
ings in one of the most elaborate espionage
schemes ever contrived by the German Intel-
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ligence Department. The story of this plot
is told in Okewood of the Secret Service, by
Valentine Williams (Robert McBride and
Company, New York, MecClelland and
Stewart, Toronto, 374 pages, $1.50 net), and
the tale is crowded with the most exciting
adventure, while the plot is well worked out
as to hold the tense interest of the reader to
the close.

The Adventures of Bob White (117 pages)
and The Adventures of OI' Mistah Buzzard
(119 pages), by Thornton W. Burgess (Little,
Brown & Co., Boston, MeClelland & Stewart,
Toronto, 50¢. each), are two recent issues in
the author’s Bed Time Story Books. Each
of the twenty bogks in this series is devoted
to the adventures of some bird or animal,
such as “Reddy Fox,” “Jerry Muskrat,” or,
as in these last two, to “Bob White’' and “Ol’
Mistah Buzzard.” These two birds are en-
dowed with speech, wear clothes and made to
live and act in their world in a way that at-
tracts children. Enemies and friends, joys and
troubles of the birds are intimately portrayed.
Each book contains six illustrations. While
particularly adapted to the use of parents for
an evening story to the littie ones, any teacher
of rittie ones will find them of service.

Courage, by Jeanette Marks (The Woman's
Press, New York, 140 pages, $1.25). “Let's
go in smiling,”” the words of an officer in
France to his men as they were about to
charge the enemy, have been chosen by the
au'hor as the keynote of this book. This is
the spirit Miss Marks would have us carry
into office and shop, home and hospital.
Courage ‘“‘gives mastery over self,” “holds
our heads above water,” “gives power to face
the day's work,” “backs up conscience in
choosing between right and wrong,” “carries
us over the rough road,” “is the essence of
the art of living.” In twelve chapters the
author suggests how such an art may be.
cultivated. Each chapter is in the form of a
bright essay, with an introductory selected
poem which lends the chapter its title.

Readers of Mr. W. P. Livingstone's won-
derful biography of Mary Slessor of Calabar,
wili open, with highest expectations, a new
book by the same author, Christina Forsyth
of Fingoland : The Story of the Loneliest.
Woman in Africa (Hodder and Stoughton,
London and Toronto, 236 pages), and such
expazctations will be more than realized. The
sphere in which Mrs. Forsyth labored for
thirty years was very different from that of
Miss Slesscr.  The pioneer in Calabar “was a
workeron alarge stage and touched thousands
of lives. Eager for territorial expansion she
thought in terms of towns and districts. Mrs.
Forsyth was an intensive worker, thinking in
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A Fitting Memento
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A MEMENTO OF
THE GREAT WAR
1914-1919
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HE MEMENTO of the Great War illustrated above, is suggested a
unique and gracious form of Recognition to be presented to our Iu.u as
they return. Every Sunday School, every Young People’s Society or

Club, every Congregation will want to present, some sort of Souvenir to our men,
on their hmnu-(mmn;, The Memento is particularly fitting. It frames vll,
too.

The Memento is a four-page folder, with rich and appropriate full-page design,
embodying a figure of Victory and the Allied flags as shown above, splendidly
reproduced in full colors on heavy, high-grade, antique stock. Something new,
and truly Canadian.

Each is enclosed in an envelope ready for presentation. This will often be
at a social gathering in the Sunday School, Y.P.8., or Church.

Every Canadian officer and man who has been in the Forces of Britain or of her
Allies, should have one of these beautiful Mementoes. It will appeal Lo all alile,

Price, in envelope, ready for presentation
50c., postpaid
(10 to 49, less 67, ; 50 or more, less 137,)
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The New
Presbyterian Hymn Book

HE New Preshyterian Hymn Book is
ready and now on sale. A large number of
congregations are already using them.

The Hymns and Music in this revised edition are
particularly beautiful.

A complete list of styles and prices will be sent
on request.

Just ask for it.
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HYMN SLIDES

WE have a large and splendid assortment of Hymn Slides,

illustrated and plain—GCraystone Bird (English) and our
own make.

The Illustrated Hymn Slides we are making from the
New Presbyterian Hymn Book are particularly beautiful.
Plain, from our negatlve - - - 25 each
Colored, - - - 60

Plain, copy supphed - - - « gy
Colored, - - 80

(Jraystone Bird, plam - . . 40
colored - - - 5.«

Write for full information on Hymn Slides and Lantern Lectures.

Presbyterian Publications
The Board of Publication of the

u‘rwzumwmm Chureh in Camadn
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or Church Attendance records of the school. This is regrettable. It means

There is no reason why this should be so.

VACATION CARDS neet this need. The usual entries are made at the

Sunday School or Church the scholar may attend, and then entered up in his

Either Card, only 50c. per hundred, postpaid.
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terms of individuals. To use her own words,
she was ‘a watcher for souls.””” But both
these truly remarkable women were marked
by the same utter devotion to their chosen
work, and the one who never “moved outside
a radius of twenty mi'es from her humble
mission-house” found scope for the same
qualities which appear ia the other who was
constantly traveling about from tribe to tribe.
No missionary library should lack a copy of
this story of a marvelous life told by one who
brings to the task of a biography rare discern-
ment and the fullest sympathy.

A valuable textbook for social workers is
Social Work : Essayson the Meeting-Ground
of Doctor and Social Worker, by Richard C.
Cahot, M.D. (Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston
and New York, Thomas Allen, Toronto, 188
pages, $1.50 net). In this book there is a full
recognition of the invaluable aid which the
social worker can render to the doctor : for
example, in obtaining the knowledge of the
patient’'s home and industria) surroundings,
his history from a medicai point of view, in
seeing that the conditions surrounding the
patients are as hygienic as possible and in
performing simple offices which minister to
the patient’s comfort and well-being. No
social worker, whose mission it is to go in and
out of the hames of the poor, can read Dr.
Cabot’s book, without ogminiug from it a

higher conception of the importance of her
work and instruction of priceless value as to
how it may be done most effectively.

The Edge of the Age by Rev. J. D. Freeman,
D.D. (Hodder and Stoughton, London and
Toronto, 288 pages, $1.50). The significance
of the title of this book is explained by the
author in a foreword. This 1s an iron age,
ground by the War to the keenness of a razor,
severing old ties and cutting down old condi-
tions. Dr. Freeman's purpose in this book is
to bring, at such a time, consolation to
stricken hearts, courage and guidance for re-
construction’s high tasks. Among the five
passages in this book one may be selected .or
special mention—the last chapter, on Since
the Boy Went Heme. The boy is the author’s
son, to whose memory the book is dedicated,
Lance-Corporal William Dakin Freeman,
killed in France. A father's delight in his
splendid boy, the spirit of a brave, true and
Christian boy who joyfully took his duty as
he found it, the refusal to give up belief in
immortality and the convietion that “I will
go to him.” and the wistfulness caused by the
cessation in the letters which had been so
regular—all these give the chapter a peculiar
heart interest.  While a small portion of the
book is devoted to two or three telling stories,
the major part consists of essays on various
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spiritual subjects, including The Fitness of
Things, Pulpit Dynamics, Lads and Their
Dads, and Poets and Preachers

“Being in the majority, the responsibilities
of rulership may vet come to the wage earner.
And if he should interpret his new power as
the triumph of his kind rather than as an
investment for the common welfare, his
biunder will be as great as that which has been
overthrown.” This quotation from The
Tragedy of Labor : A Monograph in Folk
Philosophy, by William Riley Halstead (The
Abingdon Press, New York and Cineinnati,
107 pages, 50c.), indicates the spirvit and pur-
pose of this little book. Beginning, in a very
interesting fashion, with a story about his
bees and his mare, the author treats of Appro-
priation, Private Property anl the Wage,
The Opportunity to Make a Living, The
Community and the Classes, The Economie
Nide of Socialisn, and the Soil,~—these being
the headings of his six 1‘h'<p¥v s I'he atti-
'l“i" “!‘ [l!" "'“li\ I8 sane H‘l constructive, an ’
it should prove helpful in these pregnant times
of social reconstruction

A strong, sane, scholarly, concise and well
written treatment of the question of war is

Qoronto
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given in The War and the Bible, by H. k.
Enclow, D.D. (The Maemillan Co., New
York, The Maemillar Co. of Canada, Toronto
115 pages, 60c.). Towards the solution of
some of the spiritual problems arising out of
the War, the author gives an analysis of the
beliefs and a summary of the attitude of the
Bible. In a chapter on The Attitude of the
Bible Toward War, he writes: “Yet one
thing is remarkable, and particularly to be
noted to-day. Nowhere in the Bible do we
find condemnation of war per se.  There
are injunctions as to the avoidance of war,
there are indications of the horrors of war,
reminders of the primitive character of war :
there is, in fine, the glorious prophetic vision
of an ultimate universal peace. But nowhere
in the Bible do we find a positive condem-
nation or prohibition of war as such, as con-
trary to the ethical law of the religious sparit.””’
Other chapters deal with Some Great Wars of
the Bible, Heroes of War in the Bible, War
Prayers in the Bible, Parallels to the War in
the Bible, and The Peace Ideals of the Bible.
How far morality, the laws of rigl teousness
prevailing in peace, are to be recognized in
actual war—a question to which the German
answer is notorious—forms the interesting
theme of another chapter on The Ethics of
War in the Bible

Canada
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Here Is A Splendid
LANTERN

MODEL 2-1

Incandescent

VICTOR PORTABLE STEREOFPTICON

For Standard Lantern Slides

(Patented)
ised in U s \A ydel is the very latest development
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PRICE
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