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British Immigration
Aid Association

Sir,

In addition to our circular setting forth the
objects for which this Association is formed, and
the officers chosen to initiate and prosecute the

undertaking it has been thought that an explana-

tory note may be useful to members desiting to

invite others to join, and to those so invited
First, it has been ascertained that the popula
tion of the rural districts of the proviuce of Quebec

as well as the adjoining province of Ontario, has

not kept pace with the growth of the cities and
towns; and sufficient attention has not be drawn
to the ivantage ol 0 r Settie s as
compared with district nore recently opened up
Similar con ipply to the maritime provinces
111 calling for greate 1 n making the claim
f such regions known t mmigrants from the
mother country,
Ot duri 10 vears ceding the
cen f 1911 1 r par of the whole
pre reased \ ome o V00 ut 1 t
errito e dded to tl orth where the
1 ¢ had n a2 UOO 4 of th 1
Lawrence ions to east had adde n
95,000 to the population, and these vo beir et
it against the apparen ease, shows an actual
loss in t older settlements of 97 000 persons
During tl period the urban population in 1sed
\\HV‘!H”V
RUR PARTS LOSE POPULATION
In O 10, in like manner, while the urbar




apparent loss in the rural parts of some 111,000
but if extension to the north is taken into consid
eration, the real loss was 245,000 in the original

limits as2t Confederation,

These facts do not imply that the land occu
pied in these rich and favored distiicts has gone
out of cultivation, It is true that many of the
occupants have moved to the west or into the
cities, but in most cases the farms have been sold
or added to adjoining farms, the owners of which
found it possible to cultivate a greater area with
the same farm implements However, it does
mean that many farm houses have ceased to be
occupied, and there has been a shortage of men to
1ssist in the work of operating the farms. It is
renerally believed now that all these unoccupied

ouses could be used for farm labourers who could

sist in the work of the larger units; and then

wives could share the work of the women in the
old homesteads, to the mutual advantage of all

oncerned

WORK AND HOMES ARE WAITING

I'hhe Association aims at faciiitating such ar
ra ments, by directing incoming farmers to

h places, where thev can be usefully employed

thev have become accustomed to the condi
of farm life in this countryv; and they can

n either buv in the neighbourhood or move to

e west with experience suflicient to give hope
f permanent prosperity.

One of the best and richest districts in Western
Ontario lost, by the removal of its inhabitants,
1,061 householders in one decade. Hon, Mr, Drury,

Premier of Ontario, states In one of the

ounties near my home, I counted 14 empty
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houses that 20 vears ago were occupied. Similar
conditions are known to exist in various parts of
the province of Quebec. If these houses were
again inhabited, it would provide acceptable
neighbours who could be called upon to \ll'p;‘ﬁ)
labor where needed, their children would #4ll
the schools, and all the advantages of socia! life
in country parts would be increased, Women in
the rural districts are the greatest sufferers from
the want of assistance to share in the work necess-
arvon the farms. By bringing the needsand advan._
tages of such ||1.|«'t~.~ to the notice of im'uminq
settlers, the Association hopes to do useful work

SETTLERS NEED GUIDING HAND

Again, injury is done both to immigrants and
to the fair name of the Canadian people, by the
unfortunate experiences of settlers of whom ad-

vantage is taken for want of a little guidance from
(

isinterested persons having a knowledge of local
conditions Thus, settlers having a limited
amount of capital, but sufficient to give them a
chance of making a fair start in life in this new
country, are induced to invest in land of inferio
quality, when, if information conld be supplied
them by well informed agents as to the relative !
value of different farm properties offered them,
such results could be avoided.

A Canadian pioneer farmer can distinguish
between black loam land and sandy soil, and by
the use of his judgment and experience, he may
obtain a farm that may vield from 20 to 40 bushels !
of grain to the acre. An honest English settler
coming with his family may easily be tempted to
buy unproductive or inferior land and may lose !
all his capital in a vain effort to raise his crops.
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MISTAKES OF NEWCOMERS

The writer knows of such a case, where land
fit only for pasture or ranching was bought at
£25.00 an acre, in a vear in which there was an
amugdant crop; but it turned out that such a crop
could not be expected more (han once in seven
years, This unfortunate man after struggling
along for four years, was completely discouraged,
lost all he had invested, and was obliged to leave
the country with feelings of resentment and des-
pair, when a little advice at the proper time, such
as the officers of this Association could supply,
would have enabled such a settler to seek employ-
ment from some farmier for a few years, after
which time he could select land suitable for cul-

tivation, and likely to yield a steady return.

Another branch of the work is, to meet such
cases as the following

Men or boys may arrive having qualities fitting
them to make good citizens, but with limited
means, although able and willing to work if em-
ployment could be found for them. To such per
sons, after careful enquiry, the Association may
be able to make slight advances, to be repaid out
of the first earnings obtained,

A case of this kind occurred, when a substantial
looking farmer arrived at the port with his family
of two adult girls and three children in their teens
They had little money, but expected to join the
eldest son who had settled in the Peace River
country. It was a serious matter to keep such a
family in Montreal. But a private citizen took the
risk of advancing sufficient funds to make up the
shortage inrailway fareand for necessary expenses,

and they were enabled to continue their journey




The sum advanced was returned scon after, but
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great hardship would have resulted if no assist-
ance had been forthcoming. This Association
would endeavour to provide for such cases

WHEN A FELLOW NEEDS A FRIEND

Again, four stowaways arrived in port, two
being Jews and two young Knglish boyvs. . 11 were
sentenced to deportation. As for the Jews, the
Hebrew Immigration Aid Society came to their
rescue, and had the order rescinded; butthere was
no association to look after the interests of the
two English bovs. They had no money, but were
able to take care of horses and to milk cows. But
they were without sufficient clothing aud the
immigration officer was not inclined toallow them
to remain. A kind hearted citizen advanced
enough money to buy them socks, boots and some
other necssaries, and they were sent to a situation
on a farm where they proved acceptable and
useful.  This Association proposes to keep a close
watcli on all immigrants, and should have means
to deal with such cases

In other instances men have been found sit-

uations, but pay was lelayved till aftera fortnight's
work had been d¢ and sufficient to tide them
over this period s advanced and repaid later.

Risks of that kind should not fall on individuals,
but could be managed by trained officials of such
an Association as this.

Pe

A GOOD CHAIN LETTER
Neep this circular circulating. Don't throw
il away. Sowmebody wanlts to gel the news it
gives, Mail il lo some one with vour next
letler,




