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AT THE
ANNUAL MEETING

OF THE

FRIENDS OF THE MICMAC MISSION,
Held in Temperance Hall, Halifax, on Sept. 30th, 1831,
Rev. E. EVANS, President, in the Chair.

The meeting was opened with singing and prayer, by the Rev. John Miller.

The Report of the Committee for the past year having been read by the
Recording Secretary it was on motion of the Rev. Alexander Forrester, sec-
onded by 8. L. Shannon, Esq.

Resolved unanimously, * That the Report now read be adopted, and publiched under
the direction of the Committee.”

Rev. S. T. Rand, the Missionary, then addressed the meeting, when,

On motion of M. II. Perley, Esq., of St. John N. B., seconded by P. C. Hill,
Esquire, it was

Resolved unanimously, * That there is ini the judgment of this meeting great occasion
of thankfulness to God for the support which this Society has received during the past
vear in its important operations; and especially for the continued and increasing zeal,
with which their Missionary has been enabled to labour, in the acquisition of the Mic-
mae language and the diffusion of Gospel truth wmong that tribe.”

On motion of Rey. Dr. Twining, seconded by . Ifowe, Esq.,

Resolved unanimously, * That the kind Providence, which has raised up so unexpect-
edly active friends and contributors to this mission in the British Islands, deserves to be
regarded as a special mark of Divine favour towards the present enterprize, and willy it
is hoped, be received by the people of these Provinces, as an incentive to renewed exer-
tion in the cause of the Micmac.”

On motion of Rev. John Miller, seconded by A. F. Sawers, M. D,

Resolved unanimously, * That the following gentlemen be Office Bearers for the next
year—
3 Rev. E. Evans, President,
James F Avery, M D, and 1 W Ritchie Esq, Vice Presidents,
George EE Morton Jsq, Treasurer,
A I Sawers M D, Corvesponding Secretary,
Rev P G McGregor, Recording Secretary,

Committee—Rev J T Twining D D, Rev E A Crawley D D, Rev Alex W. McLeod D D,
Rev .John Martin, Rev A Forrester, Rev John Miller, Rev J McMurray, Rev ¥ Nicoll,
Rev Mr Geikie, Henry Ince, James Thomson, J H Anderson, I Billing, S L Shaunon,
Charles Robgon, Willinm Howe, John Burton, Peter Lynch, PCHll, T A S Dewolf
snd W Full, Esquires.”

The meeting was closed with the Doxology and the Apostolic Benediction
by the Reverend President.




BEPORE

UK THE COMMITTEE OF THE MICMAC MISSIONARY NOCIETY

From Oct. 23rd, 1850, to Sent. S0th, 1851.
/

]

Two years ago no feasible project for educatine or evangelizing the Mie
macs, the Aborigines of these lower provinces, occupied the public mind or
had even been submitted for consideration. It was sufliciently evident that
while the general population were rapidly improving themsclves and their
country, and mereasine in number.

, the descendants of the ul‘/'_/,'[ulz/ n('ru|)ivl‘\'
of the soil had not for a century

taken a single step in the march of improve-
ment, and had so diminished in number that their final extinetion was regaril-

ed as highly probable, and the date of such an event becomine a matter of

>

calculation.

Happily the aspect of affairs has greatly changed. Different results are now
confidently anticipated by the {r' nds of the Indian. In November 1849, M.
Rand’s addresses, delivered and I

wublished in Halifax, and thrown into gene-
ral circulation, became the me

ans of presenting to the public not a little valu
able information, respecting the condition of the trihe and their capabilities
for improvement. Christian men, who had thought and talked of the desira
bleness of efforts to evangelize the tribe, came forward at Mr. Rand’s invita-
tion to support such an effort. For many reasons Mr. Rand himself appear
ed to be the man for this work, and when asked replied, “ Here am 1, send
me.”  During that year he laboured under the direction of a Committee of
Gentlemc ., named a1 a Public Meetine: and who being from various Chris-
tian Churches, constituted an Evangelical Union, 20 far at least as the prosecu-
tion of this work was concerned,

After the experiment of a year, during which they had ample opportunities
of becoming more tully acquainted with their Missionary, and he with them,
the Micmae Missionary Society was formed, its Committee consisting, with
few exceptions of the same persons. A year having now elapsed, they ask
the privilege of meeting the public and telling their Annual Story.

They would state thatanother year and in many respects a most eventful one,
having closed, they are bold to meet their patrons and their Missionary, at this
:mnivursm‘_\', and to state that their proceedings have been conducted with
perfect harmony, and that altogether when they consider, the way in which
they have been led on, and the way in which the Missionary has been sustain-
ed, and more than all, the interest excited in so many different places and
among so many different classes in favour of the poor Indians, so long neglect-
ed by Protestants, they feel constrained to believe and to rejoice that the
Lord Jehovah has undertaken the work. The retrospect to which they now
invite you will be a simple narrative of circumstances, sayings, and doings,
which have Glled their own hearts with thavksgiving and their mouths with
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This Society heing eonstituted last year asan Assoriation united to promote
the exaneelization and civilization of the Indians of Nova Scotia, New Bruns-
wick, and Prince Eaward Tsland, the Committee lost no time in formally ap-
plying to Mr. Rand to ascertain his willingness to act in conjunction with,
and subject to, the general direction of the Committee, upon terms which
were previously understood. Iis cordial consent was unhesitatingly given,
and gladly received ; and Mr. R. was left to prosecute his labours in the way
which he thought most advantageous, the Committee having full confidence
in his judgzment, as well as in his integrity, and being assured of his desire 10
prosecute the work with vigour. During the latter part of autumn and the
winter months, Mr. Rand was occupied almost exclusively in the study of the
language. This object wae pursued sometimes in connection with the work
of translation, and again while labouring in compiling & dictionary. It waskept
in view in his visits among the Indians, and in their occasional visits to him.
The Committee feel it to be unnecessary to enlarge on the importance of
this department of his labours. Life is uncertain. Many a missionary has
been cut down at the commencement of his work, and his labours lost, because
not thus committed to writing. It is of great consequence that Mr. Rand’s
knowledge of the language, so far as he has attained, shonld be preserved, to
diminish the labours of all who shall follow him in this work, for we do not
reoard him as the only one who is to tread this path. And while this is a
most necessary work, no man can say that it is sectarian. Itis one which the
Scholar and the Christian, the Legislator and the Missionary, the Protestant
and the Roman Catholic, may alike patronise, and in the completion of which
they -nay all rejoice. In December Mr, Rand proeuved the services of an in-
telligent Micmae for a time, and after his time had expired he writes from
Charlottetown, Jany. Sth—¢ T am labouring night and day at my Dictionary.
I oot a teacher prnvi(ln-nti:\ll_\'. A tremendous storm drove two Indians un-
der my root for shelter one evening.  They staid all night, and attempted to
o home next day. One of them. a woman, was obliged to put back. I found
she could help me to correct my lists of words most admirably, preparatory
to their being inserted in the Big Book. So we took her into the parlour,
and went to work. The family, especially the children, were quite attached
to her. Every evening she would tell them a long story, I acting as their
interpreter. Some of the most curious and Lest legends which I have yet
heard, she z ve us. She was very civil, modest and industrious. She knit
socks, &c., and seemed quite pleased with civilized lite. She attended a
prayer meeting, listened attentively to the Scriptures, and to religious instruc-
tion and advice. May the God of all grace bless and save her! I have now
work enough for some weeks cut out, and then Paul has promised to come and
help me to proceed in translating” On the 21st December, Mr. Rand again
informed the Committee that his whole time was devoted to the Dietionary.
The following extracts will convey a pretty correct idea of the nature and
difficulties of the undertaking :—

« T am working day and night,” he writes “at what is the veriest drudgery
of the whole business, and which, were it not considered on all bands of pri-
mary importance, I should be strongly tempted to postpone. I have, during
the last four years and a half, collectad some thousands of words, and written
them down. ~But though of more value than gold as a vocabulary : for,all the
purposes of a dictionary they are, in their disarranged state, almost useless.
The first and generally the second letter are arranged alphabetically, but
that is all. This was all I could do at!first, collecting the words as I did by
conversation and not from books, and never knowing what the next word
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coming under any particular lofter would be.
lating, it is wholly useless, as the Miemae word js placed first.  QOn hearing
or reading a Miemae word which I do not understand, I can turn to my book,
read through some scores of words and ascertain its meaning i’ 1 happen to
have it, and if T have jt not, I can put it down, find out jts meaning, and thus
itis added to the list. But my book will not tell me the Micmac ot any given
English wor.

* An English and Micmae dictionary becomes, therefore, just as important
—nay, more important.  Now, Yyou will have some idea of the labour necessary
to accomplish this, when I state that under the single letter A. I have oc-
cupied the greater part of a book, half an inch thick, made of paper of the
size of ordinary letter paper. It is not tull, because fpaces are left for other
words, as they may come in at the proper places. ‘There are not, of course,
S0 many words under all the letters, but under others there are more. The
letter K. will, | think, extend over double that space. Now this is a busi-
ness which cannot be hurried, To write a single letter illegibly, is just
equivalent to not writing it at all. To copy the work when done will be an
easy task, compared with that in which I am now engaged.—The words
must be inserted not only with their meanings, but the mflections, to some
extent, must be marked, for without these you cannot conjugate the verb
or determine to what class it belongs. The Committee know how to appreci-
ate the importance of this work, and will need no apology for the apparently
slow progress which T am making.  You must not suppose I feel it irksome,
Far from it ; T can sit at it from eight to ten hours a day, weck after week ;
and though I hesitate to use the word luxury, which is at my pen’s end, lest
it should be exagaeration, yet I can truly say it is enjoyment. Nor is the
time lost as regards the more immediate design of the Mission, I am every
day making progress in the language. There is this advantage, too, that T
can remain at home, which, in winter, is something. There is not the exeite-
ment and often thrilling incident of missionary excursions. I am not able to
interest you and the publie, by accounts of visits to wigwams, and addresses,
conversations, au? Christmas earols, Day after day, week after week, month
after month, wear away. andall I can say'is, that I have inserted so many
words in the Micmac Dictionary. And when I rise at midnight from my
task, with my head and breast aching, and kneel down and pray for forgive-
ness, and for a blessing on the dull, monotonous labour of the past day, it

is sometimes, T confess, no easy matter to realize what connection all this has

with the salvation of the souls of the Indians, who are perishing in ignorance
and sin, I try to exercise faith, and then I re ason, and sometimes I think
I can exercise both faith and reason. [ have no doubt the work of this Mis-
sion will go on. ['may get discouraged, and leave it, or T may be taken
away at the commencement, as many a Missionary has been, but there may
be others even now ready to enter upon the work. They can enter into
these labours, and when success shall begin to second our efforts, the Indians
themselves will Lave facilities for acquiring the English language.”

Jesides, for the work of trans-

While prosecuting these exhausting labours in faith in the promises of God,
Mr. Rand, as well as the Committee, was greatly encouraged and revived,
by the cheering news which Dr. Twining brought across the Atlantic. « Ag
cold waters to a thirsty soul, s0 is good news from afar country.”  The Dr.
had furnished a number of Christian friends in Britain with copies of Mr.
Rand’s published pamphlet, and farther, had explained the truly Catholie

principles and aims of this Society. A lively interest was
tor the evangelization of the Micmaes

at once expressed
, and information being desiréd, ameet-
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ng of friends was held at the ITon. Captain Maude's, No. 52. Eaton Square,
London. Dr. Twining cxi)laincd the objects contemplated, and the plan pur-
sued so far, and the Rev. H. Venn, Sect’y to the Church Missionary Society,
also addressed the meeting. A committee was immediately appointed to
co-operate with this Society, consisting of the following gentlemen:

Gen. Sir Peregrine Maitland, G. C. B. Captain Harmond, R. B.

Sir Nicholas Chinnery, Bart. Captain Stewart, 7th Regt.

Captain Sir Edward Parry, R. N. i ‘’homas 1. Archibald, Esq.

Captain Hon. Francis Maude, R. N. | John G. Malcolm, Esq.

Rev. lienry Venn. 11. S. Waddington, Esq.

Major Forrester, 52nd Regt. 1on. Francis Maude, kisq., Secretary

That Committee immediately forwarded fiftcen pounds three shillings and
ninepence, currency, and solicited regular information relative to the progress
of the Mission. A correspondence was accordingly commenced immediately,
a hundred copies - the Report forwarded, and this Committee expressed their
cordial thanks for the unexpected aid already received, and their happiness
in being assured of the countenance, the sympathy and the prayers of Chris-
tian brethren in our fatherland.

The Dr. farther stated, on his return to this Committee, that he was in-
formed by the Secretary of the British and Foreign Bible Socicty, that the
Committee of that Institution would undertake the publication of any paiv or
the whole of the Scriptures, in the Micmac language, so soon as they are
ready for publication; and he found the same readines: on the part of the
Committee of the Tract Society in reference to any tract which this Society
might wish to publish. Mr. Rand immediately took the hint, and commenced
the translation of the tract called “ Poor Sarah,” being the account of a poor
but pious Indian woman. It contains Christian doctrines and experience, is
1);11‘1‘_\' in broken English, and so written as is likely to prove interesting to
the Indians. Mr. Rand had previously begun the translation of the Acts of
the Apostles, and with ihe aid of his niggumach had advanced as far as the
end of the seventh chapter. The translation oi' the tract was a work of
much greater ease. He thus speaks of the difference :—

« T have translated it (the tract) with the most perfect ease, without any as-
sistance, and have no doubt of its general accuracy. With but very few cor
rections, it might be published. In fact, I sce the Scripture is the hardest
thing to translate, because your arms are bound by its sacredness. You want
not only to say what your author says, but to say it, as near as may be, as ke
has said it. - With a human composition you may take libertics—you may
skip a hard place ; if you cannot say just what the original says, you can say
something like it, and something better perhaps, and it you cannot say it, ws
he has said ii, you can express yourself in some other way--and there is no

sacrilege in the thing, and no harm done.”

He accordingly, in the letter from which the above is an extract, proposes
the publication of the tract. By this little publication, which might, if success-
ful, be followed by the issue of a spelling book, and by selections from the New
Testament, say the Sermon on the Mount and the history of the Crucifixion,
facility would be afforded for teaching them to read, and divine truth ceuld
be circulated in an attractive form. This being the first proposal for the pub-
lication of any thing in Micmac, Mr. Rand expressed a strong opinion in fa-
vour of the Phonetic alphabet, and as the Committee acquiesced, the reasons
assigned may here be stated in Mr. Rand’s own words. *1I use the new Pho-

netic alphabet, and have already seen such evidence of its infinite superiority
over the old one, that no delay, nor any other consideration, would induce




me fo chanoe it, Learning 1o vead according to it is reduced to little more
than learning to nmerate. = The Indian who was with me last week, went
away, able to spell ont any word, and was surprised and delighted  with
his new acquisition 5 he had learned in that short time to form the letters
accurately.  1le conld serawl a little before, and pick out a letter after a very
long time, (written in the okl style,) in which one letter has a dozen of sounds,

and one sound a dozen of letters to represent it ; and 1 have no doubt of

his becoming able to read and write with comfort and ease in six or eight
weeks”  The  Committee, after deliberation, resolved on publishing the
tract, and in the way recommended ; and having laid the matter before the
Committee of the 1'ract Society, they have voted the sum of five pounds, ster-
ling, which will nearly cover the expense.  Some delay has occurred in pro-
curing the type; and the Committee cannot now s bmit the little work, but
they trust that it will be forthcomitig soon, and that it will prove the carnest
of’ good things to come,

Among the Intcrmting incidents and correspondence of the past year, no-
thing to a greatev extent surprised and delighted the Committee, than the
letters and aid of Licut. Herbert J. Clifford, R. N., of Tramore. Waterford,
[reland, a total stranger to us all, at first, though now known as a brother and
fellow-lahourer, whose zeal will provoke very many. It appears that Mr.
Cliflord isa Nova Scotian, and loves the land of his birth. He is also a Chris-
tian, and more intensely loves the cause and people of his Saviour and King.
The Miemacs he speaks of as his brethren. ¢ They are my own people. 1 was
dandled on the knee of one of the Red men, often times in the kitchen of my
grandfather in the backwoods of my native land, and I always had a love for
them, especially for their souls, since I knew the truth” This gentleman had
long been anxious to see such an enterprize set on foot, as that for the support
of which we are this evening met. In 1842 he wrote to a friend in Halifax to
know if it would be feasible to get up a mission to the Micmacs. He was dis-
couraged. lle was told that the attempt was useless—that the ground wag
pre-occupied. Regarding the case as hopeless, he then turned his attention
to the far East instead of the Wost, originating the Loo-Choo Mission, which is
mainly indebted to his exertions for support. In April last, however,a No.
of the I, E. Royal Gazette, containing notices of Her Majesty’s Surveying
Schooner the Gulnare (with the officers of which he was acquainted) and
notices of the Micmac Mission and of Mr. Rand’s movements, was forwarded
to his address by the Lady of Licutenant Forbes of the Gulnare, when all
his former interest was revived. e immediately wrote for information to Dy,
'I'\\'ining, to the (‘orrcspnmling Sm:rciur)', and to his naval friends. Copies of
the report and a few other documents were immediately furnished, and this
warm-hearted friend of the Micmac did not rest, until, by the republishing
and circulating of extracts from these, hie had infused some measure of his own
enthusiasm and zeal into his Christian friends. and raised and transmitted the
handsome sum of Thirty Pounds sterling.  Suchan example can scarcely fail
in stimulating to greater zeal and activity christian people, in these provinces,
who are the neighbours of these people, and who ought to be foremost in
promoting their evangelization.

And surely with such aid there should be no difficulty as regards the finan-
cial department. The chief ground of apprehension is, that as our revenues
come from so many sources, individuals and Christian Societies may neglect
ersonal responsibility and effort, and leave the duty of support to others,
Meanwhile while some are waiting for others to give, more funds are urgently
demanded, that the operations of the Socicty may be enlarged, and missionary
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sremises secured, where the work of instruction may be carried on.  Thar
18 some reason to Lelieve that even now Indian youths could be found ready
to receive instruction. There the Missionary could open a Schoo There he
could relieve the weary and the faint and the hungry and the feeble, and while
furnishine them with evidence of our regard, in attending, under proper regu-
lations, to their temporal wants, Lie could direct them to the Lawb of God who
taketh away the sin of th¢ world.  During the past winter, Mr. Rand’s houso
was often a refuge for the Indians. They remained over night, when they
could find shelter nowhere else, and cooked their own suppers
food with them. * Those who are widows indeed and desolate (says Mr. R.)
we of course feed.  We do not want them to follow us for the loaves and fish-
es, but we do want them to know that we are their friends. And there is
' The Indian who las slept under our roof and been fed
wam when 1 oo and return his

”

{
i
1
1

having their

power ‘in Lindness
when hungry, will not turn me out of his wig
visit—and he will listen both here and there to the wondrous story.

‘T'hat these objects may be attained, and espec ially the education of thoir
youth, requests have already reached the Committee to this effect,—* En-
large your opetations, and we'll enlarge our contributions.” Such is the lan-
auage of Commander Orlebar, who already gives the liberal sum of Five
Pounds annually.

But it is high time to direct your attention to Mr. Rand’s 1

)

operations.

Barly in June, he paid a visit to the Indians in some parts of Cape Dreton,
which has not been surpassed in interest, by any previous excursion. He took
passage from Charlottetown, in 1I. M. Surveving Schooner Gulnare, aud after
a brief stay in Picton, procecded to the Strait of Canscau, expecting to find

the Indians encamned there as usual for the summer. Disappointed in this
i Peters, about

in whose

(";px'i'l;llinn. Lie returned to the vessel which was going on to St

h

et an old frie

eight miles from an Indian settlement.  Tlere I i
Il night, and was ed to visit him next day.—

ch follows, must be given in Mr. Rs own
tter of date June 21th, 1851.

wigwam he had once stayed a
The interesting narrative
words, extracted from his

“1t happened very well for me that Captain Orlebar was to remain here
about a week, and that his business led hiin down to Indian lsland, where the
indian Chapel is, with a settlement of Indians contiguous, aliout (as I said
hefore,) 8 miles from our {loating house. T'his gave me a capital chance of
At first there were but few families at home, but as
I learned

going and returning.
the Sabbath drew on, they began to assemble in greater numbers.
that Sabbath was a high day among them, and that they were expected from
all quarters.  Providentially the priest would not be there. 1 proposed to
them to 2o down and go into their chapel and keep quiet until afier their
prayers were over; and then to come out and read to them in the open air
They assented to this, and a young man volunteered to come up and convey
me down in a canoe. lle came accordingly on Saturday evening, remained
till morning, and the wind came ahead and blew pretty fresh, but we accom
plished the passage without any trouble. I found upwards of a hundred In-
dians, old and young, and was very politely introduced to them by my friend.
They all gave me leave to go into the Chapel, where they provided me an
eligible seat, and the service commienced. I cannot describe it, for want of
time and space. 1 could not understand what they chanted and muttered,
but I could understand what Tsaw. The prostrations, the kissing of the floor,
and the toe of an image ot St. Ann, ana the offering of a balfpenny in twe
» -everal places, all this going on continuously was plain enough  One old
man led on the rest. and after the sincine was over, he gave them an exhor
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tation. Ashe spoke slowly, and in measured style, 1 could understani the most
ofit. He said many good things, seated, by the way, like the Rabbins of old,
and some which were not so good.  As soon as they issued out, my old fricnd
said to me, “If you have anything to say, now’s your time before they scatter.”
It was proposed that we should occupy the Priest’s house, which stands a few
rods from the chapel. Thinking it had probably never been devoted to a
better purpose, and very likely never would be agatn, I did not object. I
found a table and a chair, which I immediately occupied. They crowded in,
and filled up the room. ** Are you ready?” 1inquired. “ Not quite ; there
are a few more to come yet.” 1 assure you, dear brother, it was a solemn
moment. Ior often have I addressed an audience, because custom had drawn
them together, and custom required a sermon. It was different now. These
immortal beings who sat before me had come because they supposed I had a
message for them. I had collected them because 1 had something to tell
them. I was to address them extemporancously in their own language. 1
looked up to Heaven for wisdom, and help. 1 had determined to tell them
all about the mission for an introduction, then to read a chapter ard expound
it, by way of conclusion. Ididso. I could see by their eyes that I was suc-
ceeding in making myself understood, and in rivetiing their attention. 1 can-
not tell how long wy address lasted ; there was no necessity of taking out my
watch. After a while, quite in Missionary style, I was interrupted with ques-
tions. They were all put, however, in a kindly manner, and I answered them
aswell as I could. 'The purport of the questions was to ascertain more fully
my views and aims. “ Did the Queen send you,” th.ey inquired ; and had 1
any immediate temporal benefits to bestow ? I explained. By and bye, the
bell rang for vespers. Most of them retired, but six or seven remained, some
of them intelligent looking old fellows. ¢ Never mind,” said they, “ we need
not go. Tell us more about it.”  Finally, one more gave his opinion. * It
we contemplated instructing their children, and giving them books, it certainly
could not be anything evil we were designing. For his part he would not
be afraid to send his children.” T concluded the whole by prayer. Vespers
were now nearly over. As soon as they issued out of the chapel they collee-
ted in groups, repeated what had passed, and a very warm discussion ensu-
ed. This was just what I desired. Some sparks of thought would probably
be elicited. I'looked on and listened. The worthy old man who had played
the preacher in the morning, was evidently not pleased.—Ie had not attend-
ed my lecture in the lodging place of his “ Reverence.” I occasionally putin
a word, belping each party as occasion required. All parties separated soon,
apparently in friendly terms. I got a couple of Indians to convey me in a
canoe a couple of miles across a cove, and then walked homewards. It was
now past four o’clock. I had eaten a very early breakfast, and taken a bite
in my pocket, which I gave nearly all to the two Indians, who paddled me
across the cove, on learning that they had bad no breakfast. But I was nei-
ther hungry uor weary. Had I the pen of Leigh Richmond, 1 could tell you
what a delightful winding road I travelled. How it would occasionally shoot
into the woods, just putting on the livery of Spring, and then emerge out
upon the Bras d’Or, studded with lit tle Islands—then rise over an eminence,
giving a most commanding view of the surrounding country. But let that
pass. I reached home after u couple of hours, and found my friends Jjust
assembling on the half-deck for evening service. You will scarcely need to he
told that after we were assembled in the gun room, I recounted the events of
the day. We sang a few hymns, and prayed together, and betook us 1o
our beds. 1t was long before I could go to sleep. The earncst, interesting
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countenances of those old, hoary-headed, venerable looking Indians were be.
fore me. The Indian words were ringing through my. head. 1 do think I
could pray sincerely that the blessing of God would rest upon the labours of
the day, notwithstanding all my defects and failings. Next day I went back
in Capt. Orlebar’s boat. I again heard and saw their devotions, again I
heard the old Sakumow preach. After chapel was out, we sat down together
out of doors, and had a very interesting conversation. Finding that they
did not get offended, I took the opportumty of telling them what we conceive
to be their errors, both in principle and practice. They in turn tried to puz-
zle me.  “ Tell us,” said one old man, “ where is heaven.” “It is above,”
said I« And don’t the earth turn over every day ?” he rejoined. “Yes, it
does.”” ¢ Well then, if heaven is up at noon, where is it at midnight ?” This
was a difficulty, truly, but he seemed satisfied with my explanation.

But I will have done, and tell you the rest when I see you. I returned in
the Gulnare, and arrived home Saturday Lefore Jast. 1 expected my teacher
would have been gone to Nova Scotia. Instead of that I found him sick. 1
took the opportunity to visit him and the Indians in hat region. 1 found it
a good opportunity to read and talk to him and others. My trip to Cape
Broton answered a valnable purpose. The shy ones would draw near and hs
ten, when they heard me telling news in Micmac. The Chapter which T had
read in the Padleosoqwom came in as a matter of course, as a part of the
story, and what I had said, and what they had said, worked in also.”

Since that time, Mr. Rand has been presenting the claims of the Indian to
christian sympathy and help, at Pietou, New Glasgow, Green Hill, West Ri-
ver, Onslow, Cornwallis and Pugwash. From some of these places, aid has
been received, from othersit isforthcoming. At Pugwash Mr. R. spent scme
time in correcting his translations. The portions of the Scriptures translated
are the Book of Genesis, the Gospel of St. Luke, and the Acts of the Apostles.
"The portions which approach the nearest to the proper standard are the two
latter. The Gospel of St. Luke was first translated, but the Acts of the Apos-
tles being more recently done, required less labour in revision. Both will
«oon be in that state in which Mr. R. will feel himself warranted in placing
them in the hands of the Committee for publication; trusting that although
imporfect, as they necessarily must be, vet that they will present to the Mic-
mac, in his own tongue, the sayings and doings of our Lord Jesus Christ—
tha words nj'nhzrnn] life.

The Committee feel that they as well as the translator now occupy a
responsible position. They know how desirable it is that these, when issued,
should remain for years;if not ages, standard ]-rml\u-li‘»ns. They know how-
ever that translations into the English and into other languages, which were
marred by iulporﬂ-('tion\‘ which inereasing knowledge ultimately removed,
wore blessed to the salvation of souls. In these circumstances they have felt
constrained to take the preliminary steps towards publishing, and are now in
necociation with the Secretary of the British and Foreien Bible Society for
the accomplishment of the contemplat w measure, £o soon as Mr. R.and the
Committee shall have been satsfied that they are fully prepared for such a
step.

In the mean time the Committec think it desirable to state, that the subject
on which the greatest difficulty was apprehended, and on whichsome predic-
tions were hazarded by persons unfriendly to the Mission on its present basis,
(the rendering of Baptizo and Baptisma) is likely tobe arranged in a way,
which, if not perfectly satisfactory to all, vill not, it is hoped, prove very

grevious to the conscie tious seruples of amy. By the Constitution of this So-




ciety, which was adopted after much deliberation. no part of the funds can be

wpplied to the publishing of any translation till sanctioned | v the Committee,
It was therefore, and is now evident, that some concess): n must be made, else
one object of our union must fail of its accomplishment, In
stances, Mr. Rand and his Baptist brethren while

from the Committee on the points reterred to,, have continued their co-ope-
ration with the Comunittee, a majority of whom have resolved on their own
responsibility, that these words shall be transferred, after the example of the
English authorized version.

‘The Committee in concluding would, with increasing confidence and ear-
nestness, recommend, the prosecution of t

Christian public. The conversion to

these circum-
couscientiously  differing

he work to the Society, and to the
Godof those poor ignorant children of
uature is not impossible, is not impracticable. They need much, but not
more than the death of the Saviour can provide for them, and not more than
the Great Spirit can do for them. The Savic ur lives, and by his life can se-
cure all that is necesary to make the exertions of your Missionary successful.
And the object for which he labonrs is dear to the Saviour. Tt is the object
for which he poured out his soul unto death; and for which he now in
intercession, pours his soul into the bosom of his father. And what H
shall be granted. The Holy Ghost will be given.
on means ; on such means as have his approval, and such are the eircula-
tion of His own word, and the preacking of Christ.  Union among ourselyves in
apply ing these will also have his approval.
“ Neither pray I for these alone, |

18
1S
¢ asks

A blessing will descend

How striking are his own words !
ut for them also who shall believe on me
through their words; that they all may be one; as thou Father art in me, and
[ in thee, that they also may be one in us, that the world may believe that
thou has sentme.” Surely with this example before us, we <honld pray that
the Lord would euide and bless our .\ii.~~'i4r!1:|1"\'. that the Holy Spirit may
descend upon hiin, and upon the Indians, to whom he bears t{he tidings of
salvation, and upon ourselves, that we may continue “like minded one towards
another, according to Christ Jesus, that w

ve may with one mind and heart
glorify God, eventhe father of our Lord Jesus Christ” ¢ Come then, O
Spirit of the Lord, from the four winds, breathe on the dead that they may

live, a nd let the wilderness become a frujtful field, and the fruittul field be
t dwell in the wilderness, and

counted for a forest!” ¢ Then shall judegmen
righteousness remain in the finitful field, and the work of righteousness shall
be peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness and assurance for ever.”
If good men in some instances, decline our union, and prefer other depart-
ments of the Master’s service, we wish them God-speed ; and feel assured
that a sufficient number will remain, who feel it an unspeakable honour to be
employed in this effort to save their brethren, and to be associated with the
Redeemer himself in the highest and holiest of enterprises

Hulifax, S('_/;/. 26th, 1851,
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COLLECTIONS.

By F. C. Missionary Society,
At Methodist Chapel, Bridgetown,
At Baptist Church, Billtown, Corawallis, -

o s Pleasant Valley, Cornwallis,
From congregation Rev. Mr. Herdman’s Churchi,
At Public Meeting, Pugwash,
At Temperance Hall,

From Iree Church Congregation, Wallace,
From Chalmers Church Congregation, Ha
At Pugwash, by Missionary,

Made at Annual Meeting in Poplar Grove Church,
At Rev. A. M'Gillivray’s Church, MecLellan’s Mountain, -
F'rom Juvenile Missionary Sovicty, New Glasgow, ‘
Per Missionary Box from Miss Wells, Halifax,
Made by the Rev. J. T. Twining, in London,

At Prayer Meeting held in St. Matthew’s Church,
From Primitive Presbyterian Church, New Glasgow, Rev.

Halitax,

From Baptist Missionary Society, Upper Stewiacke,
I'rom sundry persons, by E. F. Stewart, Es.,
At Dartmoutl, per J. Burton, Es.,
Rev. Mr. Patterson’s Church, P. E. Island,
Per Missionary, at North River,
At Public Meeting in Charlottetown, P. L. L.

At Prince Street Presbyterian Church, Pictou,
At New Glasgow Presbyterian Church,
Per Missionary, in small sums, and 6s. 3d. for 1).m|phh'l~.
At Public Meeting, Lower Stewiacke,
By Rev. N. Viditoe, at Wilmot,
By Lieut. H. J. Clifford, R. N, Tramore,

Pictou.

Ireland, per Dr.

Wallace, per Rev. J. Munro,



