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Catholi: Young Men's Association,

QUEBEC

'^

"HKAVEN HKLP.S THOSK WHO lIKhP THKMSKt.VKS '•

The object of this Association is ron
tained in that highest prineiplp ol patri
otism and phi'anthropy which consists in
helping and stimulating napn to elevatp
and improve themselves by their own
free individual action. Books on every
practical and useful branch of business,
science, arts and trade can bo obtiuned
in the library for self improvpmpnt Mt
home, at $1,(X) per annum, or 25 cts. for
3 months. Rooks must be returned,
punctu illj every two weeks

; notice must
be given if wanted longer. Th^ books
must be kept clean and neat. Any one
defacinc a book will be held responsible
for the full value of the book. Sick per-
sons can obtain books free, by note from
attending priest or some reliable party.
All are requested to join the Library and
help the good work. Any donation either
in money or books, gratefully receive<l

.

«?V.



8ELP-CULTURK.

TBI ONLY OP£N DOOR TO TBOUSA^ Dt.

I tm I

Those who have the opportunity of attending

school daring the years of youth, may well be ex>

pected to achieve a respectable standing, if not dis-

tinction, in scholarly attainment, through the facili-

ties which public schools, academic and collegiate

institutions afford. But there are those who are not

favored with thesjo opportunities ; they live remote

from Kchools, or they are obliged to work for their

own maintenance and to assist in the maintenance

ar. education of others; and some, unfortunately^

iguorc their opportunities, ne;:lect to attend school or

to study out of it.

Every week, bright, enterprising young men of

twenty or twenty-five years of ago consult us as to

what they shall do, and when we prescribe some
pursuit which recinire^ at least a fair English edu
cation, or even • ii»Hsi< 1 one. they confess their utter

inability to ad(;pt ou dvicc because they have no
education ; not from v ant of opportunity perhaps,

but because they pref*»r «?d. during their school years,

to run the streets, w» ^*» base oall game?, shooting

matches, vc^ttas, or W country to hunt or fish

;

and thus wai^ted thv .cous time. When sunh
persons reach the ageoi aanhood they awake to the

necessities of their tittitiou, and feel obliged to
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bammor out their living by tbo dtUl drudgery oftho
rudest njnnual labor. We always tell them, at lean
rooh of thorn as have natural talent for acquiring
knowledge by means of selfculturo, that they need
not despair. Some such men have become great road-
en, but Ihey read story papers and novels. 8omo
average three hours a day in reading; indeed thev
often read when they should be aileop. resting them^
selves for the toils ofthe day following. The activity
of their minds expressed by the yearning hunger f'.i

read, is proof oositive that they have the natural
tondenoy to scholarship, which only rctmires guidwoo and persistent dnU to bear exoeUent and abun
dant fruit. If a person at twenty cannot read hU
own name m prmt, he need not be discouraged : ho
taay be ashamed to confess his ignorance, but people
Jtnow It without his confession, and he should be
more ashamed to remain in ignorance thaato con-
less, and employ means to get rid of it. Let him be
brave enough to make a move for improving hismmd. He could find some person in his neighborhood
who would be willing to instruct him; some school-
girl, some kindly matron, would bo pleased and proud
to open to an ambitious and worthy young man tho
avenue to knowledge, by looking over his lesson-book,
while she might be doing the needle-work of th)amUy, and teach him how to spell out the language
Muny hundreds of negro slaves, some with gray hair'
h^ve thus acquired tie rudiments of education, have
learned to read, to write, and to cipher ; and certainly
a young white man, with sixty years of life before
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him, haa iuperior motivcB to ac(|uire knowledge.
Those, however, who have Icarucd to read can itart
on a higher plane.

If a person will devote one Kolid hour a day co
Btudy, that would really be more than one-third of
the time, daring the year, in which pupils of the
public schools are in school. Their sowions last five

hours a day, or twenty-five hours u wo- k, for thirty-
nine week^^ iu the year; the rest of the time is vaca-
tion, which gives 975 hours, for the schoolsessions
during the year. And if our home student would
devote one hour a day for every day in the year, he
will have3G5 hours of study. We siiould expect that
his Sunday reading would be worth to him, in the
way ofscholastic culture, <|uite as much as the study
of any other day.

It should be remembered that after the pupil has
thus studied grammar, arithmetic, geography, and
composition for a year or two, he will bo able to ad
van3e more rapidly, trading on the capital he acquires
daily, and he may venture in a few years on the
higher branches of learning. The world is familiar
with the name of Elihu Burritt, *'the learned black-
smith, " who worked on the anvil eight hours a day
studied eight hours, and rested aod recreated eight
hours

J
and he thus mastered fifty-two languages, and

became the peer of the finest classical scholars in the
world.

How many young men who need education sit
about the village store, or cong-egate at the tavern,
not to drink perhaps, but to talk and blend their
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minds, that thereby they may be fed and brightened ?
What ribald songs, what threadbare gossip about
horses and dogs, trotting-matchcs, coon hunting

;

or about trashy literature, which serves only to in-

flame the emotions without enlightening the under-
standing or strengthening the morals, fills up the tiiue

when ignorance and enthusiasm meet.
It may b.. better to road trash than to permit the

mind to become stagnant and tstupid ; but if the time
thus employed were devoted to study, thousands
might become eniiarnt scholars, hct young peo]>le

change from .«uch reading to the t-tudy of medicine
or law, and devote as much time to it as they now do
to trash, and in seven years they might be able to win
a diploma for their attainments in one of those pro-
fessional departments.

fc'clt-culture in many respects is the richest of all,

for it has this quality^ that it is seifobtained ; it is

liks flesh \vA\ worked on. Any horse in health c;in be
fatte:icd, if he can stand quietly in his stall, or walk
over li is field, and be fed abandantly, and have no
work ; but the horse that can work every day and take
on flesh will have solid fibre' and enduring strength.
Some young men buy the curreijt novels at twenty-

five cents or fifty cents, and when they are read they
are sold by the dozen for old paper. If such moneys
were put into a Cyclopedia, which is the cr«iam of
library containing a million volumes, and that cream
gathar^jd by scholarly man in all the departments of
kaowlodg3, who?9 work u. ^ b3 considered the con-
centrated essence of knowledge distilled from all the
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books JD the world— if such a work were procured

and used by young men, it would tell on their future

power and influence. iNJany a young man has read

hundreds ofvolumes of stories, hat< fought the battles

with his heroes, has sighed over their defeats and
rejoiced in their successes, but he has thereby at-

tained no fcolid culture. If he were to read in a news-

paper an allusion to Charlemagne or Frederick the

Great, he would be utterly at a loss to tell when and
where they lived, who and what they were, or

what they did ; but with a Cyclopedia, ccfctirg

less than a hundred dollars for its sixteen great vo-

lumes, he could read half a dozen pages en Charle-

magne, or a compact sketch oi' auy other emiocnt
man in the world's history, and ever alter be at homo
in it. That is getting the juice < i' the subject and
being able to depend implicitly on its eorrcctnesi-.

If he had a library of fifty thousand volumes,
containing the history of Charlemagne and others,

in bulky w^orks written by partihfans, he has not the

time to read them ; his n»ind is hungry for knowlf^dge,

and his Cyclopedia will give him on almost any sub-

ject all that he will need to know. Besides, the Cyclo-
pedia cites books on the subjects treated of, so that
if he wish to extend his inquiries on any particular

subject, he may do so. We have known men, not a
few, who passed their twenty-fifth year just able to

read, who have attained to eminence in literature

and science by a course of self-instruction.

An active mind hungry for knowledge, or at least

mental excitement, will do reading enough in novels
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in ten years to acquire an excellent education, if the
time and reading were properly directed to study.
Thero is, therefore, every encouragement for aspiring
and sensible young neople to improve their culture
by home study, and not feel discouraged at the
thought that they have had no privileges of educa-
tion, or have neglected opportunities that were offered.
How many persons could study three hours every

day ? In every village there is some wise and good
man or woman, a minister, or doctor, or teacher, who
would be glad to direct the inquiries of such students,
and loan them books even, to facilitate their progress!
One American young man was taught by his°wife
to read, after he was married, and that faithful wife
saw him attain to honorable distinction as governor
eenator, and president. The history ofour country ia
full of instances in which young men have studied
their spelling-books and read law by the light of pine
knots at the chimney corner.

If it be objected that volatile and enthusiastic
young men and women of twenty cannot be expected
to make drudges of themselves, by thus devoting
their time to books while others are enjoying the
pleasures of Sfx-iety we reply, that thoso who, wifhout
education, talk over for the thousandth time their
little round of exploits, become contracted and barren
in their life: whereas if fifty of these young people
were to forego, for several years, nearly all thegos-
sipmg, social habits incident to their style of life,

and would devote themselves to the acquiring of
solid culture, they might come together afterward,
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and their «OGiety would be worth having, and thoiie

thus improved would be leaders in their vicinity for

the next forty years.

This matter of self-culture afler the age of matu-
ri^ may be illustrat3d by a case that came under our
treatment. Two men called for professional examina-
tion at our oflSce. When informed that they were
laborers, carrying the hod or using the shovel, we
Buggestcd that they learn a trade, and they both re-

plied that they had not time ; that at twenty-eight

years of age it was too late. We replied, "You expect

to work at $1. 50 or less per day, as laborers, and to

work for the next twenty or perhaps forty years. If

you get 300 days' work in the year, at $1. 50 a day,
it would amount to $450.00 in one year. If one of
you were to enter on an apprenticeship at bricklay-

ing, you could get at least seventy-five cents a day,
which would be $225.00 a year, and at the end of

three years you would have earned $075.00, and by
economy you could make that support you. The other,

working for three years at $1. 50 a day, would have
acquired twice as much, namely, $1,350.00. At the
end of three years more, bringing you up to the age
of thirty-four, the mason would have had three dol-

lars a day for three years, and that amount, added
to what he earned during his apprenticeship, would
enable him to show in the six years $3,375.00 as the
total sum earned ; and in addition to that he has a
trade, which makes him thenceforth in power to earn
money equal to two laborers. The one continuing to
carry the hod haa earned in the same tune $2,700.00,
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and the apprentice has acquired in the six years a
trade and §025.00 more than he would have done as
a common laborer, which is more than a hundred
dollars a year more than his friend the hod-carrier
has earned in the same time, and henceforth, for
thirty years, his earnings will be double ; thus, having
doubled his resources by a little economy and privation
for three years. If for thirty years he can earn
^450.00 a year more than a laborer, it will show.
without counting interest, $13,500.00," a handsome
difference, certainly, between the two.

One of the men after looking over th*^ figure?.
replied, " I will do it, and begin to-morrow, for the
boss has many times offered me the chance."

Let one young man hunt, lish, play dominoe.«.
. skate, and read a f^tory-paper during hi;* Ici^-ure, for
ten years, and let another of equal talents spend hi.s

leisure in reading science and solid literature for the
same time, and the difference between them in know-
ledge and mental vigor will place one of them in posi -

tionsofhonor and trust, and leave the other to wonder
why he should be ignored and kept at low, poor-pay-
ing, hard pursuits, while his old playmate, witii no
better school culture than himself, shall bo advanced
to places of profitable and honorable public occupa-
tions.

Men cannot afford to live low down in the scale
of being. In this country, at least, there is no impe-
diment to the acquisition of culture. The, laws of the
States and the customs of the people favor it. *

We do not suppose that all who acquire self-cul-



— 9 —
turc shall become professional men, but we wonla
have the wholo mind of the uneducated people lifted

far above its present level.

Why should not a man who mixes mortar under-
stand the chemistry of the work in \rhich ho is enga-
ged? Why should not the bricklayer understand
somethiuirof mathcnaticsa>' applioi to architecture ?

Wliy should any ma-), because lie In vs brick or mixes
mortar, bj nearly as stupid as the bricks and mortar
he handles? Why shonld^lot the fanner, salf-taught,

b2 wise in all ayricultural chemistry, botany, and
geology, as well a.i in the labor of raising crops? Why
must uian know no more of that which lies beyond
hio line of vision, than the stupid o:; he drives ? Away,
then, with the idea that you must go through life

unknowing ai.d unknown, because you have not
been educated in your youth.

Patrick Henry had no high scholastic training,
but he was a reader and a thinker, and the world
will never furget him. Henry Clay did not even have
a common school education, but ho did not remain
in that igno.anee. lilihu Burritt might have done
hkehuudieds of other blacksmiths, and continued to
hammer out his daily bread by the sweat of hisbro^
oyer the anvil, and never been heard of beyoud the
city of Worcester, Maa?., where he lived. Let no one,
therefore, .'ay at t\\r ^ty-five, or thirty years of age,
that it is too late for him to acquire education, or to
learn a useful occupation. Wekuow'aman who gra-
duated in medicine at sixty two and entered on a!u-
erativo practice, and is flourishing lo-day at seventy.
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Let meohaoioa improve their leisure in studying

the scienco of their business. Many a sound, but
uninstructed man is obliged to bo a drudge through
life as a subordinate in his trade, who by study might
take a better rank in his business and as a man in
the community. Any cloarhead^'d carpenter may
become a competent architect ; every capable machi-
nist may learn engineering; every seaman should try
to understand the science of navigation ; every mer-
chant 's clerk should study book-keeping and finance

;

and if thoy can never obtain a controlling position,
they may at least secure success and respect in sub-
ordmate places. To be poor and dependent is bad
enough, but to bo ignorant also is unnecessary, and
therefore disgraceful and intolerable.

A LOVE STORY WITH A MORAL.

I. AskiNG Pa.— *

' And so you want to marry my
daughter, young man ?" said farmer Bilkios, look-
ing at the young fellow sharply from head to toes.

Despite his rather indolent, effeminate air, which
was mainly the result of his education, Luke Jordan
was a fine-looking fellow and not easily moved from
his self-possession :but he colored and grew confused
beneath that sharp, scrutinizing gaze.

" Yes, sir; I spoke to Miss Mary last night, and
she referred me to you."

The old man's face softened.
" Molly is a good girl, a very good girl, " he said,
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broking hit ohiD with a thoughtful air " and ahu
deserves a good husband. w7at can yoi do ? '

inoniit^""??
"""^

^""f^
rather Wank at this abrupt

aoquiry. If you refer to my abilities to support awife, I can assuro you— " ^^

but r take It for granted that you ask my girl U)marry you, not your property. What guaranti) canyon give me m case it should bo swept away as it
Is in thousands ofinstances, that you could p;ovide

ylili doT'-
^""^ '''' ^ ""^ '^^"^ ^ ^V^at can

This was a style of catechism for which Lukewas quite unprepared, and he stared blandly at thequestioner without speaking.
^

"I believe you managed to get through oolle<^e -have you any profession ?

"

° ^
" No, sir ; I thought—"
"Have you any trade?"

T IZa^^I '^^J^^^^'' J'l'^^g^t that with the wealth
I should inherit I should not need any "

'Your father thought like a fool," then He'd

fJ^t"«^ ^r.^r" y^" ^°^« honestoccupat'onand cut you off with a shilling- it might have^beeage making of you. As it is, what are you fit for ?Here you arc, a strong, able-bodied young mantwen y-four years old, and never earned a dSlI^r inyourhfo! You ought to be ashamed ofyours^ Andyou want to many my daughter. NoClW^^^MoUy as good advantages for learning as any gfrl in
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town, and she hasn't thrown 'cm away ; but if she
didn't kn-^w how to work, Ahe'd bo no daughter of
mine. KI choose, I could keep more than one ser-

vant; bat [ don't, no more than I choose that my
dau'zht2r should be a pale, spiritless creature, full

of dy3p:p3ia. and all sorts of fine-lady ailments,
instead of the sniiliuT, bright-cvcd, rosy-cheeked
hiss she is. I fJid say that she should not marry a lad
that had been cursed with a rich i'ather ; but bhe
ha:j taken a fooli«h liking for you, and I'll tell you
what I'll do

;
go to work, and prove yourself to be

a man; perfect yourself in some ocoupation— I don't
care what, if it be honest—then come to mo, and, if

the girl bo willing, she shall be yours."

As the old man said this he deliberately rose irom
the settle of the porr-h and wont into the house.

II. Mary will Wait.—Pretty Mary Bilkins
was waiting to see her lover down at the garden
gate, thoir u.»v.al tryst injrplace. The smiling light

faded from lier eye.< u-i she njticed his sobsr, dis-

comfited look.

" Fnthijr means well," she said, as Luke told her
the rc.tult of his application. '• And I'm not sure
but h.!'^s about right, for it seems to me that every
man, rich or poor, ought to have some occupation."

Then*, as she noticed her lover's grave look, she
eaid, softly,—" Never mind,— I'll wait for vou.
Luke." ^ '

Luke Jordan suddenly disappeared from his ac-

customed haunts, much to the surprise of his gay
associates. But wherever ho went, he carried with
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him those worda which were like a tower ofstrength
to his soul: " I'll wait lor you, Luke."

III. A Trade.—One pleasant, suoshiny mominir,
late in October, ad farmer Bilkinsi was propping; up
the grai)evine in hia front yard, that tlircat'eDcd
to. break down with the wri<jht of its luxurious bur-
den, a neat-lookin«( cart dioVe up, from which Luko
Jordan alighted with a quick, clattic step, quite in
contrast with his formerly easy, leisurely uiovcmcuts.

" (iood-morning-, Mr. Bilkius. I understood that
you wanted to buy some butter tubs and flour bar-
rels. I think I have f?ome that will just suit yr.u."

" Whose make are they ? " asked the old man.
as, opening the gate, lie paused by ilio wagon.

"Mine," replied Luke, with an air of pardonable
pride.

Mr. Bilkins examined them one by one.
" Thy'll do," be said, coolly, as he set down the

last of the lot. What will ye take kr them ?
"

" What I asked you for six months ago to-day
your daughter, sir.

"

The roguish twiukle in the old man's eyes broad-
ened into a smile.

" You've got the right metal in you, after all,"
he cried. "Come in, lad—come in. I shouldn't wonder
if we made a trade after all."

Nothing lota, Luke obeyed.

^
« Molly !

" bawled Mr. Bilkins, thrusting h^s head
into the kitchen door.

IV. Enter Molly.—Molly tripped out into the
entry. The round white arms were bared above the
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dbowB and bore traces of the floor she had been
•ifUDg. Ker dress was a oeat gingham, over which
was tied a blae checked apron ; out she looked ap
wincing and lovely as she always did wherever she
was fonnd.

She blushed and blushed and smiled as she eaw
Luke, and then, turning her eyes upon her father,
waited dutifuUy to hear what he had to say.

The old man regarded his daughter for a moment
with a quizzical look.

" Moll, this young man —mayhap vou've seen him
before--has brought me a lot of tubs and bar
all of his own make—a right good article, too. i

asks a pretty steep price for them, but if you are
willing to give it, well and good ; and hark ye, mv
girl, whatever bargain you make, your father will

ratify."

As Mr. Bilkins said this he considerately stepped
out of the room, and wo will follow his example.
But the kind of bargain the young people made can
be readily conjectured by the speedy wedding that
followed.

Luke Jordan turned his attention to the study
of medicine, of which profession he became a useful
and influential member ; but every year, on the an-
niversary of his marriage, he delights his mother-in

'

law by some specimens of the handicraft by which
he won what he declares to be the best and dearest
wife in the world.
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