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AUTHOR'S NOTICE TO VOL. II.

For tlifi i.urpor^o of preservation, the author has enibodic.l in the
Appendix a mass of papers not absolutely necessary to the elucidation
of the History included in the body of the work. Most of thepa consist
of original papers, and letters never before published, and which are
now for the lirst time placed in an accessible and poimancnt form, and
may prove valuable additions to the scanty records of the early history
of our city and its vicinity, particularly in regard to the history of the
War of 1812. «nd the transactions upon the Niagara frontier. These
papers and letters have been copied with great care from the originals,
many of which are in a dilapidated condition, now scarcely legible, and
would s(Jon be beyond recovery.

Buffalo, August, 18G5.





OIIAPTEU I.

Tlio history of tlio Sonecas is now Lrouj^ht down to tho

period of tlioir settlument ut Cutfulo Civfk. The expedi-

tion under tho connnand of (len. Sullivan* had tiriven

them from their homes ; ami tho dt-structiun of their crops,

their provisinus, their cattle, and every thinij; they {)08-

sessed, tiirew them upmi the hands of their I'ritish allies

for subsistence. The winter of ITTD-SO was tiic nv .^f,

severe ever known. TIk' snow hvy upon the j^round live

feet deep, extendinir ovur the entire western portion of

tlie State. Multitudes of animals perished from starva-

tion. The destruction of the deer was extraordinary.

The forests wei'o tille<l with their duad carcasses when tlie

snow dissolved in the s[)rini;. The country was nearly

depopulated of domestic cattU'; even horses perished from

want of loud and shelter fruin the excessive culd. But

the animals were not the oidy sufferers. The Indians, on

the destruction of their towns by tlie advancing enemy,

which swept tlii-oug'h their country like an irresistible

tornado, tied before them ami sought safety in the inac-

cessible de[)ths of the forest, or under the guns of Fort

Niagara, where they received a scanty subsistence during

the terrible winter which followed their defeat and dis-

persion.

'For account of this expedition see Appendix No. 2.



* mSTOlJY OP BUFFALO.

It became a necessity on the part of their protectors, to
provide some other means of support than what could be
furnished at Niagara. Tlie Indians rejected a proposi-
tion to send a part of their number to Carleton, or Buck
Island, in the St. Lawrence river, where it was thought
they might be fed at less expense and trouble

; preferring
to run the chances of a precarious subsistence in their
own country. As soon as the spring opened, measures
were adopted to provide for their settlement at some
place where they might support themselves by hunting
and raising corn, beans, and such other vegetables as
their rude mode of culture might enable them to pro-
duce. To this end, Capts. Powell, Johnson and others,
came up to Buffiilo C^reek, bringing hoes, axes, seeds,'

&c., &c., and by their advice and assistance encouraged
them to establish themselves in their new homes. Tlie
Oneidas, who had, through the influence of the mission-
ary, Kirkland, adhered to, or rather espoused the Ameri-
can cause, had not been molested by Sullivan's expedi-
tion

;
but the Onondagas and Cayugas were compelled

to abandon their settlements, and became residents on
Buffalo Creek, with the Senecas. The Tuscaroras were
settled at the same time upon the Tonawanda Creek

;

but the Mohawks, adhering to the British interest, were
settled in Canada, The.>' were at first offered a piece of
land upon the Bay of Quinte, near Kingston, (formerly
called Cataraqui) but were subsequently provided for
upon the Grand (or Ouse) River. This was done under
the administration of Gov. Ilaldimand, probably at the
instigation of Brant, wuo was a j)et of the British gov~
ernment. It is not unlikely that Brant, even at diis
time, entertained ambitious views similar to those of

f,].•"
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Fontiac at an earlier period ; for the objection of the

Mohawks to being located at the Bay of Quinte was that

they would be too far from their brethren who were
located at Buffalo Creek, etc. ; whereas, at the Grand
Kiver, communication was easy and direct.

The Senecas were invited and urged to settle in Cana-
da

;
but they preferred to remain in their own beautiful

country—a country for vvhich they had fought, and
which their own valor had won—whose beautiful lakes

and rivers, whose mountains and valleys, had become
dear to them by the historic legends of their own tra-

ditions
;
and almost every square mile of which had

been pressed by the foot of their own hunters, and
moistened by the blood of their bravest warriors

; where
they and their children were born ; where their fathers

and mothers were buried ; where everything was in-

stinct with memories of the past, and around which
clustered all their hopes for the future. They felt bound
as with hooks of steel to the soil of their " own, their

native land;" they could not leave it, but chose rather

to endure affliction with their own people for a seasop,

taan to abandon their country to seek security and safety

elsewhere. They still expected the arms of their Great
Father over the water to triumph, notwithstanding their

own reverses and sufferings. They still reposed entire

confidence in their " officers,"— as the Johnsons, the But-

lers and other British agents were called— the seat of

whose power was at Niagara. These agents owed their

continuance in the enjoyment of place and perquisites

to the influence they could or were supposed to exercise

over the Indians. Hitherto, so iar as the interior of the

State, and, indeed, of the United States, was concerned.



* niSTOEY OP BUFFALO.

the Indians had been the sni^erior element of military
power in the hands of the English to suppress the revo-
lution, or, as it was then termed, the rebellion. Now,
however, the Indians had liecome so reduced and weak-
ened that they no longer formed a majority of the Brit-
isii forces in their expeditions against the frontier settle-

ments. Eut the Indians, exasperated to the last degree
by the terrible punishment inflicted on them by Gen.
Sullivan, sought revenge by the only means known to
them— that of murdering and capturing defenceless men,
women and children— and all accounts agree that more
murders were committed, more prisoners captured and
more dwellings burned in the valley of the Mohawk, and
upon the frontiers of New York, Pennsylvania, Mary-
land and Virginia, from 17S3 to 1789, than during the
whole period of the revolutionary war. " It appears, by
respectable evidence, (says the Rev. Mr. Harris) that
from 1783 to 1790, the time that the United States com-
menced hostilities against the Indians, that on the Ohio,
and the frontiers on the south side of that river, they
(the Indians) killed, wounded and took prisoners about
1,500 men, women and children, besides carrying off up-
wards of 2,000 horses and other property, to the amount
of fifty thousand dollars." These depredations, for the
most part, were carried on hy the Indians alone, in small
detached parties, and were in all respects conducted
after their owr\ peculiar mode of warlare, encouraged,
but not restrained, by British agents and officers at Niag-
ara, Detroit and elsewhere. Before the Indians had got
fairly settled at Buffalo Creek, we have already seen that
these little war jiarties wei'e sent out to execute the dia-

bolical purposes of their instigators upon the heads of

1!
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the defenceless settlers on the frontiers of Pennsylvania

and New York. It was in one of these expeditions that

Kowland Montour was wounded, of which wound he

died ; and, it is said, the " Painted Post " marks the

spot where he was buried.

The peace which was agreed upon between the Amer-

icans and English, by which our Independence was

acknowledged, made no provision for the Indians arrayed

in hostility against the United States.

The military expeditions into the Indian country, par-

ticularly that of Gen. Sullivan, had brought to notice the

beauty and fertility oi the " Senecas country," as it had

been termed, and it is no wonder the occupation of

these beautiful, broad acres, became a strong temptation

to multitudes of young, enterprising men in all the New
England States, to form plana for possessing themselves

of 60 tempting a prize.

The new government, however, was not prepared to

repudiate, at once, the Indian claim to these lands, as

established under the government of the King. And as

all the Six Nations, with the single exception of the

Mohawks, remained in this State, it became an early

object of the State government to negotiate a peace with

the Six Nations, (who still claimed to be a sovereign and

independent people) and at the same time to obtain a

cession of their right to some portion of the territory

claimed by them, as recognized by former treaties.

According to these treaties, a line known as the

"property line," extending along the eastern boundary

of Broome county and up the Unadilla to its source,

thence in a direct line to a point on "Wood creek, about

seven miles west of Kome, had been established as the



6 IIISTOKY OF BUFFALO.

boundary, beyond which no settlement of the whites
should be made without a formal cession by its acknowl-
edged owners. Notwithstanding that tiie Six Nations,
with the exception of the Oneidas and Tuscaroras, had
been in open and active hostility against the United
States, it was thought to be the ti-ue policy of the gov-
ernment of the State to still treat them all as friends,
and procure by negotiation and purchase what many
supposed might rightfully have been claimed by con-
quest.* In pursuance of this policy, an act was passed
by the Legislature of Now York, in March, 1783, author-
zing the appointment of a Board of Commissioners of
Indian Affairs, with full powers to conduct all the nego-
tiations with the Indians ; the Governor of the State to
be ex-officio the President of the Board. Abraham
Cuyler, Peter Schuyler and Henry Glen, were appointed
Commissioners, Goy. George Clinton being President of
the Board. By an act of April 6th, 1784, the Governor
and these Commissioners were " authorized to associate
with them such other persons as might be deemed expe-
dient, and to enter into such compacts and agreements
with the Indians within the State as might be for the
public interest, and to stipulate the ratification of such
agreements by law." The Governor, by advice of the
Commissioners, addressed a message to the Mohawks,
Onondagas, Cayuga and Seneca nations, and despatched
Peter Ryckman to Niagara with it.

his letter of instructions :

The following is

^ " INSTRUCTIONS FOE ME. PETEE EYOKMAN.

"Sir: You will convey the message herewith deliv-

• See Appendix No. 3.
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PETER KYCKMAN S INSTRUCTIONS. 7

ored to you to the Indians to whom it is directed, and

take witli you two or three Oneidas or Tuscaroras, and if

any accident sliould prevent you from proceeding, either

in going or returning, you will forward the dispatches

by those who may accompany you.

" Whilst at Niagara you will mix as much as possible

with the Indians, and try to discover their intentions as

minutely as may be, and make notes of every informa-

tion you may obtain. You will easily find who are the

leading characters in each nation. Their names you will

write down, and try to learn their temper with respect

to us. If you find any who have influence, and whose

inclinations arc not friendly, you will note their names

and the nations they belong to. To Capt. Brandt you

will hint that our people in general are pleased with his

generosity to the prisoners he took during the war, and

that he may become a great man if he conducts himself

in such a manner as will give the Commissioners occa-

sion to believe that he means to be a sincere friend.

Peter, the Oneida, you must also pay attention to, and

flatter him on account of his good sense and friendship

to us.

" Cayenquerachta, (Sayenqueraghta) the Seneca Sach-

em, must have particular attention paid him, and you

must privately promise hira that you will recommend

him to the notice of the Commissioners.

" There are reasons of State why the object of your

journey should be kept a profound secret
;
you are, there-

fore, on no account to mention it to any person whomso-

ever. As you have traded to Niagara, you must give

out that you a-'e going there to collect some debts from

persons who i<. > leaving that place. Should it be dis-



8 IIISTOEY OF BUFFALO.

covered what your business is before you reach Niagara,
the State miglit sustain great injury, as the disaffected in
the country (some of whom are emissaries from the
British) might, by their machinations, im-ovg obstacles in
the way which it would be difficult to surmount. You
will therefore take the utmost precaution to prevent any
person whatever so much as suspecting that you are em-
ployed by the State.

"I forgot to mention Teoquanda, the Cayuga Chief, as
a person of influence. He must also have attention paid
to him, lest a neglect should ofiend him.

" The Indians named herein are those who are repre-
sented to me as the principal men

;
you will, however,

be the best able to judge who are the persons of influ-
ence among them, and pay them that attention which
may be necessary to promote the business of the treaty.

"I am, Sir, your humble servant,

"GEORGE CLINTON.
" City of New Yokk, April 12th, 1781."

The purport of the message of which Mr. Ryckman
was the bearer wae to invite the nations to whom it was
addressed to meet the Commissioners in council, at a
time which they were desired to fix, at as early a day as
possible, for the purpose of accommodating all the difl"er-

ences which had arisen between them during tlie recent
"war between Great Britain and America." Nothing
farther was said in the message as to the objects of the
council. The answer of the Six Nations to this message
was returned by Mr. Ryckman, and contained a prom-
ise to attend a council, as desired, expressing a willing-
ness to treat with their ancient friends, but asked a littlo
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delay, in order that they might have time to hear from

their southern friends, on the Ohio river, to whom they

had dispatched runners ; and upon the return of those

runners, they promised to inform the Commissioners of

the time when they would meet them, but requested that

the council might be held at Fort Stanvyix, as being

more convenient for them. The Indians informed Mr.

Eyclvinan that they w^ould be ready to set out for Fort

Stanwix within a month from the time he left them.

The delegation, however, did not arrive at Fort Stanwix

until the latter end of August. During the pendency of

negotiations for a treaty l>etween the Indians and the

State Commissioners, a letter was received by Gov.

Clinton from Arthur Lee and Richard Butler, informing

him that they had been appointed Commissioners, by

Congress, to negotiate treaties with the Indians, request-

ing the Governor to furnish the necessary armed force to

protect them in the discharge of their duty.* These

Commissioners also sent a message to the Six Nations,

notifying them of their appointment and their purpose

to negotiate a treaty of peace between them and the

United States. Gov. Clinton foresaw that there might

be a conflict of interests, if not of authority, between

the two classes of Commissioners, and although it was
arranged that the meeting of both commissions with the

Indians should be simultaneous, at Fort Stanwix, no
concert of action had been agreed upon. The New York
Commissioners, together with seven other gentlemen,

whom, under the authority vested in them by law, they

had associated with them, convened at Fort Stanwix on

*Sce Appendix, No. -1.
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the Jast day of August, 1784. Tlio names of those gen-
tlemen were as follows

:

Robert rates, Abraliam Ten Broeck, Peter W. Yates,
Mathew Visscher, J. J. Beeknian and Gen. Gansovoort.

Deputies from the Mohawks, Onondagas, Cayugas and
Senecas, only, were present. A message was sent to the
Oneidas and Tuscaroras, and they were present in the
afternoon. The speech of the Governor on behalf of the
Commissioners was addressed to the Mohawks, Ononda-
gas, Cayugas and Senecas, setting forth, in the most kind
and conciliatory manner, the objects of the council and
the desire entertained to renew the friendship formerly
subsisting between the Six Nations and the late colony,
now State of New York, "and settling those differences
and animosities which have arisen between us durino- the
late war," * * * and to "establish boundary lines
between you and us, on such just and equitable terms as
will be satisfactory." * * -:^ After considering the
Governor's address for two days, the Indians replied,
through their speaker, Capt. Brant, that they felt some
embarrassment in being called to treat with two sepa-
rate bodies at the same time, expressing a desire and
determination to make a final settlement of all matters
of a public nature between them. For the purpose of
removing all doubt and difficulty from the minds of the
Indians, a copy of the Constitution and Laws of the State
of New York, and the Act of Confederation of the United
States, were given them for examination, upon which the
Indians expressed themselves satisfied.

The principal points of settlement dwelt upon by the
Commissioners were to establish a boundary line by
which suitable concessions of ierritory should be made, to
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indciniiity the Stiito fur tbo losses sustained and tlie debts

incurred during the war, and the release of all prisoners.

The Connuissioners also gave assurances that upon mak-

ing a satisfactory arrangement in respect to these two

subjects, the State would guarantee the Six Nations in

the peaceable possession of their lands ; they to give the

State the pre-emptive right to purchase said lands when-

ever they wished to sell them. In reply to the question

of a cession of territory, the Indians said that they, as

deputies of the several nations, had been " sent in order

to make peace, and that we are not authorized to stipu-

late any particular cession of lands." They, however,

proposed to recommend it to their respective nations, as

they (the deputies) thought it reasonable, and proposed

to treat more particularly on that subject as soon as the

treaty with the Commissioners of Congress was ended.

They also informed the Commissioners that they had al-

ready determined that when a general peace was con-

cluded, that all prisoners should be liberated and re-

stored. The Commissioners then informed the Indians

that they intended to set out early in the morning to re-

turn home, and therefore now adjourned the Council

Fire. The deputies of the four nations, by Capt. Abeel,

then made a speech, returning the Commissioners their

thanks for the candor, civility and attention with which

they had been treated. Major Philip Schuyler was

deputed by the Commissioners to remain and attend the

council to be held on the 20th with the Commissioners

of Congress. He was instructed to " take notes of the

daily proceeding ; to find out the objects in view, and

where he thought those objects detrimental to the inter-

ests of the State, to use his influence to counteract and
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11 ii:i

fruatmto them." After tho adjoiinnnent of tho council
witli tlie New York Commissioners, tho Commissioners
of Congress, having arrived, {.roceeded to liold n council
with tlie iiix Nutions. The Commissioners of Congress
were Oliver Wclcott, Richard Butler and Artiuir Leo.
Ko public or oflicial minuter of tho proceedings of this

council, it was for a lung time supposed, had been pre-

served, although the treaty itself became a subject of ro-

ferenco and remark oftener than any other treaty ever
concluded with the Six Nations, and was made a subject
of complaint by the Six Nations, particularly the Seno-
cas, ever after, until, through the exertions of Corn-
planter, Big Tree, and other chiefs, some modification of
the terms of it was obtained from President A^^abhington.
It is very evident that there was a little friction in the
new machinery of government, so far, at least, as In-
dian aifiiirs wore concerned, at this time ; and there
seems to have been no concert of action or unity of feel-

ing between the Commissioners of the State, and those of
the United States.

In the absence of any official record of the proceed-
ings of tho treaty at Fort Stanwix held by tho Commis-
sioners of Congress, it is not entirely clear what chiefs or

sachems of tho Seneca Nation were present. It has
been stated that Red Jacket was one of tiie representa-

tives of the Senecas
; but his name does not appear in

the record made by the New York Commissioners at tlie

council with the Six Nations, held at the same time and
with the same parties, where the names of the delegates

appear in full ; but Red Jacket's name is not amontr them •

and, in the absence of proof on the subject, it is fair to as-

sume that he he was not present as one of the deputies
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at tiio treaty of Fort Stanwix in 1784. It is certain that

his numo dues not appear on tiiu records at that time,

wliilo that of Corni)lanter and otiior.s does ; nor does the

name of Sagoye-wat-iia, or Slvagoyegh-wat-lia, (lied

Jacket) appear upon any record, as a cliicf or saciieni,

prior to tiiat date, nor until some years after—say 1789.

LETTEK OF ARTIiUR LEE AND KICHAUn MUTLEB, UNITED

STATES C0MMI8SI0NEUS, TO THE SAC'UKMS AND WARKIOKS,

tfeo., OF THE ONEIDAS AND TCSCAKOKAS, ALLIES OF TJIE

UNITED STATES, AND TKIBE8 OF THE SLX. NATIONS :

Ijuethren:—The late troubles in which wo have been

mutually involved being iia[ipily ended, Congress have

thought proper to ap})oint us Coaiiuissioners to transact

all kinds of public business between the United States

and our brethren, the Oneidas and Tuscaroras, and to

settle a general peace with all the Indian Nations from

the Ohio to the great Lake's. We imw inform you, by

the hand of our messenger and Drother Samuel Kirk-

land, and Mr. James Dean, tlie inteipreter and servant

of Congress, that we are making every preparation and

exertion to expedite a meeting witii you. We have late-

ly heard that you are called tt) a treaty by the Governor

of New York. We know nothing of iiis intention or

meaning, he not being autliorized by Congress. Yet

should you be set out to attend that treaty, it would be

hard to give the fatiiiue of another journey; and, al-

thougii it was our intention that the great council fire of

Congress with the Six Nations should be held at Niaga-

ra, we will, in order to accommodate you, meet you at
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Fort Stanwix, on the 20tl» day of Scptcinbor next, where
we expect you will certainly attend.

Wo are your friends,

ARTHUR LEE,

RICIl'D BUTLER.
New York, August 18th, 1784.

TREATY OF F03T STANWIX.

From Col. Butler's Journul.

The site of Rome, in New York, was the scgne of a

highly important negotiation between Oliver Wolcott,

Richard Butler and Arthur Lee, Commissioners on the

part of the United States, and the representatives of the

Six Nations, which continued from the 3d to the 22d of

October, when the treaty was signed. * * *

On the first day, the Commissioners met several of the

Indians from the ditforent nations present at the council-

place, and announced their official character and purpose.

The usual formula was varied so far as to add that they
" proposed to give peace and good council to those who
have been unfortunately led astray by evil advisers."

It was stated that the head men and warriors of the

western nations would attend in a few days, when they

would speak more fully. Meanwhile, the Indians were
desired to hearken to the voice of Kiiuyenla, the Marquis
Lafayette, a great man among t'n.' F-'-enc'i, one of the

head warriors of the great Ononuio, tfcc. The reply of

Kayenthogla, an Allegany chief of the Senecas, was dig-

nified and courteous, responding appropriately to every
itopic of the Commissioners' address, except the sugges-
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tion that tlio Indiana had been " unfortunately led astray

by ovil advisers."

Moat of the time till the 11th of October was occupied
by eflbrta to prevent the sale of intoxicating lic^uora to

tlio Indians. The Cominissiouera directed Lieut. John
Mercer, who attended them with a detachment of Now
Jersey troops by resolution of Congress, to seize and
store all spiritous liquors until tiio concluaiou of the
treaty. For the execution of this order, a writ from the
court of Montgomery county was issued for his (Lieut.

Mercer's) arrest, but the Commissioners would not sutler

any compliance with its mandate.

Another collision, which might iiave been more seri-

ous, took place before the Indians were fully assembled.
The State of New York had already manifested a dispo-
sition to expel the Six Nations from their country within
the bounds of the State, wliich had not been ceded by
them previous to the war. Tiiis state of feeling had
created much concern in Congress and elsewhere, and
the Commissioners were probably prepared for some an-
noyance, if not opposition, in the discharge of their
duties. In a letter to the President ot Congress, dated
Fort Stanwix, Oct. 5th, they state that, notwithstanding
due notice to the Governor of New York that he might
transact any business with Indians under the patronage
of the United States, tlie Governor chose to hold a
separate treaty with tlie Six Nations. This procedure is

contrasted with tlie course of Pennsylvania, whose Com-
missioners were in attendance with credentials entirely
6:;.fcisfactory to the Continental Commissioners.

It happened that a Mr. Peter Schuyler was present at
Fort Stanwix, and* soon attracted the attention of the
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Commissioners. lie also assumed au official character,

and was notified, on the 3th of October, to desist from

all interference with the Indians.

Schnyler produced a paper to the Secretur}' of the

Commission, of which no particulars are given, except

that it was without' seal or signature, and directed the

said Teter Schuyler, together with one Peter Rightnan,

(Rycknum) as an interpreter, to attend at Fort Stan^\'^x

durino- the time of the Connnissioners of the United

States holding their treaty with the Indians, to observe

the conduct of the said Commissioners, and to oppose

a^. . frustrate any of their proceedings which might

eventually cifect the inteipsts of the State of New York.

After this was discovered, particular care was taken to

include Messrs. Schuyler and Rightman in the lic^uor

ordinance, and to exclude them from the councils.

On the 12th of October, the Commissioners made an

address to the sachems and warriors, in which they

asserted their authority from vhe Congress of the United

States to treat with the Indian Nations, and that the lat-

ter should not listen to any o' ertures made by any per-

son or body of men, or by any particular State not au-

thorized by Congress; exlubiting tlie definitive treaty

between the United States and the King of Great Brit-

ain ;
expressing the readiness of Congress to give peace

to the Indian Nations, upon just and reasonable terms,

and to receive them into the friendship, favor and pro-

tection of the United States. They also called particular

attention to the article whereby the King of Great Brit-

ain " renounces and yields to the United States all pre-

tensions and claims whatsoever of all the country south

and west of the great northern rivers and lakes, as far as
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the Mississippi, making no reservation in favor of any

Indian nation, but leaving those tribes to seek for peace

with the United States, upon such terms as the United

States shall think just and reasonable ;
" and after im-

pressing upon them that the delivery of all prisoners,

white and black, was essential to any peace, the Com-

missioners closed by asking the tribes present at the

council to propose such a boundary line between tho

United States and themselves as would be just for them

lo oft'er and tlie United States to accept. It was inti-

mated to the American allies, the Oneidas, the Tuscaro-

ras and Caughnawagas, that the foregoing address was

not intended for them.

2



CHAPTER II.

«

" At the opening of the session, Capt, Aaron Hill, a

Mohawk, who Jiad but just arrived, explained that his

tribe had frequent messages from the Governor of New
York to meet him in council, but they were unwilling to

partake in any but a continental treaty ; and the message
of the Commissioners of the United States had been re-

ceived so recently that it was difficult for many to attend,

and impossible to deliver the prisoners at this time ; but

Capt. Brant would instantly collect and send down the

latter. He added that numbers of their brothers to the

westward, the Wyandots in particular, had returned

home, by reason of the advanced season of the year,

after coming as far as Niagara, so that themselves and
their brothers, the Shawnees, were present. Capt.

O'Bail was then recognized by the Commissioners as

authorized to transact business with the United States,

on behalf of six towns,

"It was not until the 17th of October that the assembled

Indians were ready to reply. Capt. Aaron Hill first

spoke.

SPEEOn OF CAPT. AAIJOX HILL, A MOHAWK, AT THE TREATY OP

FORT 8TANWIX, OCTOBER ITtH, 178i.

•'After intimating that they could not answer so i'ully
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and satisfactorily as they might do if a copy of the

Commissioner's speech had been furnished them, allu-

sion was inade to the statement that the council fire was
kindled for the purpose of settling all diiSerences and
disputes between the United States and the Indian

nations. The speaker begged attention to the words of

the warriors, and thus proceeded :

" The words of the warriors are strong. They are

persons who have so traveled through the world, and
borne all the diflSculties of the war, that it is in their

power to make a lasting peace. You told us that it

was solely on ns to make peace, but we apprehend it is

mutually dependant upon both parties. I speak in the

name of the Six Nations, and not only in their name,
but also in the name of all the other tribes ; my voice is

therefore strong. Our minds are deep and persevering,

and our wish for peace is great. We are neither haughty

nor proud ; nor is it our disposition of ourselves to com-

mence hostilities. Our adherence to our covenant with

the Great King drew us into the late war, which is a

great proof to the Commissioners of our strict observ-

ance of our ancient covenant with the white people
;

and you will find the same attachment to the covenant

now to be made, as that which signalized our conduct

during the late war. We are free and independent, and
at present under no influence. We have hitherto been

bound by the Great King, but he having broken the

chain and left us to ourselves, we are again free and in-

dependent." Recapitulating, without dissent, the points

of the Commissioner's speech, in respect to their exclu-

sive authority to conclude a treaty, and the terms of

peace between the United States and Great Britain, the
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orator feelingly remarked ; " You also assured us that

the Great Kuig, in settling this peace with the United

States, made no mention of us, but left us to treat for

ourselves. Certainly, the Great King did not look to

the Great Spirit, which ho had called as a witness to that

treaty; otherwise, common justice would not have
suffered him to be so inattentive as to neglect those who
Lad been so faithful and just to him ; and we think that

our brothers of the United States did not tliink of the

Great Spirit ; otherwise, they would have mentioned to

the Great King those persons who had been so fixithful

to him, when they found he had entirely neglected

them." ThQ speaker claimed that the Indians present

were adequate to treat upon and conclude a peace, not

only on the part of the Six Nations, but also on that of

the Ottawas, Chippewas, Hurons, Putowatomies, Massa-
sagas, Miamis, Delawares, Shawnees, Cherokees, Chick-

asaws, Chocktaws and Creeks ; and said : " You ac-

quainted us that the King of France had ceded to the

United States all claim and title to any lands within

their bcmndary. We have only to thank tlie Great
Spirit for putting it into the mind of the King of France
to make this cession, as it is well known that he is ex-

tremely saving of his lands, and that the United States

are in great want of them.

" You informed us that it -was indispensably essential

to the making of peace that all the prisoners should be
delivered up, and that nothing could be done therein

until that should be the case. We would propose to the

Commissi(jners that, for this purpose, tliey should depute

persons of their own nation to go and collect t'iiem ; lest,

if it should rest with us, the Commissioners might ap-

! lili
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On the following day, the ISth, Cornplanter, or Capt.

O'Biiil, resumed and closed the speech in behalf of the

Six Nations.

After an unsatisfactory attempt to explain the conduct
of his own tribe, the Seiiecas, in joining the British, after

their repeated i)lcdgcs to observe a neutrality, Corn-
planter approached the boundary question, which he
treated with consummate tact. That entire portion is

here given :

" Urotheks, Representatives of the Thirteen United
States :—You liave allotted to lue the task of drawing
a line between us to your satisiaction. I feel the weight
of it. I feel for many of my brothers who will be left

destitute of any lands ; and have therefore taken care of

my deliberations, to mark out the line which will give
peace to both our minds. I ho])o that in our ju'esent ne-

gotiations, nothing but friendship will prevail ; and I am
fully sensible that you will never conduct yourselves

toward us as the King of Great Britain has in throwing
us away. Brothers, Commissioners of the Thirteen
States, now hearken : When we shall have drawn the
line between us, whatever shall remain within the
boundary allotted to us shall be our own ; it shall con-

tinue forever, as the sun rolls over from day to day.

"Brothers, Commissioners of the Thirteen United
States, let us go on with this business of peace with ten-

derness and caution, as it is of the utmost imi^ortance
;

and should what I now say not meet with a kind recep-

tion into your breasts, it will greatly distress mo
; for I,
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who stand before you, ain a warrior; and should it not
meet your approbation, inform me whilst I am here.

"Brothers,! have several times repeated the words,
to proceed tenderly in this business

; foi- 1 regard future

generations, and to them 1 attend while engaged in mak-
ing peace with you. Our fires will be a considerable

distance from each other, when I come to describe the
boundary line between us. This will tend to our mutual
peace.

" I think, brothers, that wo warriors must have a large

country to range in, as, indeed, our subsistence must de-
pend on our having much hunting ground ; and, as it

will also bring in money to you, will tend to our mutual
advantage. Now, brothers, I am about to draw the
line. This we Senecas do for ourselves, as the land be-

longs solely to us. Let it begin at Tioga, and run thence
by a straight line, inclining a little to the north, to

Ohigee, and when it strikes the Ohio Eiver, let it go
down its stream to the old boundary on the Cherokee
Eiver. As to the territory to the westward of that, you
must talk respecting it with the western nations toward
the setting of the sun ; they must consult of what part

they will cede to the Unite<l States.

" Brothers, should you approve of this boundary, you
will direct your people not to trespass upon our territory,

or pass over the line; and should any of our nation at-

tempt to pass over or intrude upon your lands, let us
know it; we will take care to reprimand them and pre-

vent it.

"Brothers, by this belt you now see my mind. If

what 1 have mentioned be approved by you, lay it along
the Tioga, as I have said ; if not, a-ain I request you to

inform me."
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On the 20th of October, the Commissioners replied to

Hill and Cornplanter. No part of this speech is

omitted

:

" Sachems and "Wabeiobs :

—
"We are now going to re-

ply to the answer you made to our speech ; therefore,

open your ears and hear :

" You informed us that your words were not the words
of the Six Nations only, but those of all the western

nations of Indians. This surprises us. We summoned
the Six Nations only to this treaty. Tiiat nations not

called should send their voices hither is extraordinary.

But you have not shown us any autliority, either in

writing or by belts, for your speaking in their names.

"Without such authority, your words will pass away like

the winds of yesterday, that are heard no more,
" You have complained that we refused you a copy of

our speech, which might lead you into errors. "When
we refused it, we gave our reason, which was this : that

having explained our minds publicly and clearly to you
all, and given belts and strings to remind you of every

proposition, we did not choose you to bo deceived, and
our meaning to be misrepresented by the few persons

among you who understand English, and might have
explained our speech, if we had given a copy of it, as

they pleased. We knew there were such persons among
you, who wished to deceive you, and under the direction

of those who led you into the war against us, were
planning to mislead you again for their own purposes.

We did not wish to put you into the power of such per-

sons, but to clear your eyes and understanding. We ex-

plained, at your desire, over and over again, our speech
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to 'yon, ami tlio strings and bolts, which accompanied
every part of it.

"You next excuse your having taken up arms against

lis, by alleging that you were drawn into it by your an-
cient covenant with the King of England. Where wa8
your sense of covenants when, after solcninly covenant-

ing with us in 1775, and again as solemnly in 1776
receiving our presents to cover you, to comfort and to

strengthen you— immediately you took up the hatchet

against us, and struck us with all your might? Could
you have so soon forgotten your recent engagements
with us, and yet be influenced by those long past with
the King of England ? ^Ve asked you, wo exhorted you,
for you own sakes to remain ncutre. Though, as livino-

on the same ground with us, we had a right to expect
your assistance against all invaders, you twice solemnly
covenanted not to join in the war against us ; and with-

out the smallest provocation on our part, you violated

your covenants and spilt our blood.

" We shoidd not have called to mind this conduct had
you not attempted to justify it. You must not deceive
yourselves, or hope to deceive us. To justify errors, may
lead to a recommission of them

; and it will be more safe

and honorable to repent of than to palliate a conduct
which, though mischievous to us, has been fatal to you,
and has left you at our mercy.

" Again, you are mistaken in supposing that, havino
been'excluded from the treaty between the United States

and Great Britain, you are become a free and independ-
ent nation, and may make what terms you please. It is

not so. You are a subdued people. You have been
overcome in a war which you entered into with us— not

'A
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only without provocation, hut in violation of most sacred

obligations. The Great S[)irit, who is at the same time

the judge and avenger of perlidy, has given us victory

over all our enemies. "We are at peace with all hut you.

You now stand out alone against our wliolu force.

" We ofl'er you peace on moderate terms ; we do it in

magnanimity and mercy. If you do not accept it now,

you are not to expect a repetition of such ofl'ers. Con-

sider well, therefore, your situation and ours. Do not

Builer yourselves to be again deceived, so as to raise our

arm against vou. You feel the sad eifects of having re-

fused this counsel before ; beware how you do it again.

Compassionating your situation, M'e endeavor to make

the terms on which you are to be admitted into the

peace and protection of the United States, appear to

spring from your own contrition for what you have done^

rather than from a necessity imposed by us. We there-

fore proposed to you to deliver up the prisoners, and to

propose a boundary line such as it became the United

States to agree to.

" On neither of these points have you given us the

smallest satisfaction. Yon jn-opose we should depu-

tize people of our own nation to go and collect the pris-

oners. This, you know from experience, is impractica-

ble; that it would only provoke insults, and perhaps the

murder of such deputation, by the persons who hold our

fellow-citizens in bondage. You, only, can collect them
;

must collect and deliver them up. Our words are

strong, and we mean that you should feel them. AVith

regard to the boundary line you have proposed, the lands

to the north-west of it have almost all been sold to

Onas, and all the land south-east of it, to the Cherokee
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River, was sold by you in tbo year 1768, at this place,
and is all granted and settled by the white people. Wo
shall now, therefore, declare to you the condition on
which alone you can bo received into the peace and pro-
tection of the United States.

"The conditions are these: The United 'States of
America will give peace to the Senecas, Mohawks, On-
ondagas and Cayugas, and receive them into tlieir pro-
tection, upon the following conditions

:

ARTICLES OF A TKEATY CONOLUDKD AT FORT STANWIX ON THE
22d day OF OCTOBER, ITStt, BETWEKN OLIVER WOLCOTT,
RICHARD HUTLER AND ARTHUR LEE, COMMISSIONERS PLENI-
POTENTIARY FROM -TJIB UNITED STATES, IN CONGRESS AS-
SEMBLED, ON THE ONE PART, AND THE SACHEMS AND WAR-
RIORS OF THE SIX NATIONS ON THE OTHER.

The United States of America will give peace to the
Senecas, Mohawks, Onondagas and Cayugas, and receive
them into their protection, upon the following conditions :

Article L Six hostages shall bo immediately deliv-
ered to the said Commissioners by the said Nations, to
remain in possession of the United States till all the
prisoners, white and black, which were taken by the said
Senecas, Mohawks, Onondagas and Cayugas, or by any
of them, in the late war, from among the people of the
United States, shall be delivered up.

Article H. The Oneida and Tuscarora Nations shall
be secured in the possession of the lands on which they
are settled.

Arxicle III. A line shall be drawn, beginning at the

^
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mouth of a creek about four miles east of Niagara,

called Oyonwayea, or Johnson's Landing Place, upon

the lake named by the Indians Oswego, and by us On-

tario ; from thence southerly, in a direction always four

miles east of the carrying path, between Lakes Erie and

Ontario, to the mouth of Tehoseroron (or Builalo) Creek,

on Lake Erie ; thence south to the north boundary of

the State of Pennsylvania ; tlienco west to the end of

said north boundary ; thence south along the west

boundary of the said State to the River Ohio. The said

line, from the mouth of the Oyonwayea to the Ohio,

shall bo the western boundary of the lands of the Six

Nations ; so that the Six Nations shall and do yield to the

United States all claims to the country west of the said

boundary ; and then they shall bo secured in the peace-

ful possession of the lands they inhabit east and north of

the same— reserving only six miles square around the

Fort of Oswego, to the United States, for the support of

the same.

Article IV. The Commissioners of the United States,

in consideration of the present circumstances of the Six

Nations, and execution of the humane and liberal

views of the United States, upon the signing of the

above articles, will order goods to be delivered to the

said Six Nations, for their use and comlbrt.

OLIVER WOLCOTT,
RICHARD BUTLER,
ARTHUR LEE.

Signed by the sachems and warriors of the Mohawk,
Onondaga, Seneca, Oneida, Cayuga, Tuscarora and
Seneca Abeal tribes of Indians.
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"Wo will make a few remarks on these articles,

though themoderation and equity of tiicin are manifest:
"1. It is more than six montiis since you wcro

informed by Gen. Schuyler, in the name of tho
Con<,'ress, that you must deliver up all the prisoners before
peace could bo granted to you. Our nios^a-o gave you
tho same infonnation; yet you have not delivered them
up. As tho delivery of them is indispensable, so you
have rendered hostages necessary by tho delay.
" 11. It does not become tho United States to forgot

those nations who preserved their faith to them and ad-
hered to their cause ; those, therefore, must bo secured
in the liill and free enjoyment of their possessions,
"HI. The line i)roposed leaves as extensive a country

to tho remaining four nations as "they can in reason de-
sire, and more than, from their conduct in the war. they
could expect.

"Tho King of Great Britain ceded to the United States
the whole

;
by right of concpiest, they might claim the

whole
;
yet they have taken but a email ])art, comi)ared

with their numbers and their wants. Their warriors
must be provided for. Compensation must bo made for
the blood and treasures whicli have been expended in
the war. Tho great increase of their i)eople renders
more lands essential to their subsistence. It is therefore
necessary that such a boundary line should be settled as
will make effectual provision for these demands, and pro-
vent any further cause of difference or dis])ute.

" IV. It ought to be felt by you as a signal proof of
the magnanimity of the United States that, though the
present distresses of most of the Six Nations have been
incurred by their own fitult in fighting against them, yet
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"These are the terms on which yon may obtain per-

petual peace witli the United States, and enjoy their

protection.

"You must be sensible that those are blessings which
cannot be purchased at too high a price.

"Be wise, and answer us accordingly."

Tho treaty of 1784 extinguished tho title of the Six

Nations to all the lands west of the line fixed by that

. treaty, while it secured them in the quiet and peaceable

l|| possession of all their lands east of it ; which land they

then occupied. The statement that Red Jacket was
present, and made a vehemoTit and powerful speech

Jj
against the treaty, seems to bo traditional merely, and
had its origin in the remarks made by Lafayette in an
interview with Red Jacket, at Buffalo, when the Mar-
quis visited the United States, in 1824-5. In the con-

versation said to have taken ])lace at that time, Red
Jacket evidently supj^osed ho alluded to another occa-

sion, and at a later period. Tho joui'nal of Gen. Butler
contains the speeches of Capt. Aaron Hill, a Mohawk,
and Capt. O'Bail, or Cornplanter, o\' tho Sonecas, in

full
; but nothing is said of any speech by Red Jacket

— a silence Avhich can be accounted for upon no other
hypothesis than that no such speech was delivered.

There are other reasons which go to corrol)orate

the probability that Red Jacket was not ])resent at the
treaty of Fort Stanwix in 1784. The author^s acquaint-
ance with Rod Jacket commenced about 18:20. At that
time he could not have been over sixty. He died in
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1830, and to all appearance, could not have been much

over seventy years of age at his death. His habits, for

a long time, had been such as to tell upon him, both

physically and intellectually ; and, unlike some of his

race, he bore the marks of decay early. If he was only

seventy-five at his death, which is probable, he was only

twenty-nine at the time of the treaty of Fort Stanwix—
an age which would not entitle him to the distinction of

a sachem, or to any position of influence in his own or

the Six Nations.

There is another circumstance which more than ren-

ders the whole account of Red Jacket's presence at Fort

Stanwix, at the time of the treaty of 179tt, apocry]ihal.

It is this :—It is said, in the account of the interview be-

tween Eed Jacket and Lafayette at Bufililo, that the lat-

ter inquired " what had become of the young chief who

had opposed, with so much eloquence, the burying of the

tomahawk," and that Eed Jacket replied, " he is before

you." Now in the first place, the question at the treaty

at Fort Stanwix in 1784, was not in regard to peace or

war. The Indians were subdued ;
they had no thought

of continuing the war, and no such question was agitated

at that council. The only question was as to the bound-

ary line, which the Indians wanted fixed at one point, and

the Commissioners at another. Eed Jacket was not a

Chief at that time, nor until some years afterwards. The

first authentic record of Eed Jacket's having made a

public speech, was at the great Indian council at the

mouth of the Detroit river, in 1780. At that council the

great question was, peace or war. There were represent-

atives from all the western Nations, as well as of the Six

Nations. It is said of Eed Jacket's speech on that occa-

sion, that it was "a master piece of oratory," and that
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"every warrior present was earned away by his elo-
quence." It was to this speech and occasion that Eed
Jacket supposed he alluded, and that he gave the answer,
"he stands before you." It was this speecli which gave
him his first notoriety, and for which he had been fre-

quently flattered, a weakness to which he was very sus-
cej^tible.

To the inquiry of the Indians, his own friends and co-
temporaries, how he became a chief—as it is well known
that he did not inherit that distinction—it was answered
that he received the appointment through the influence
of his grandmother, who was a person of great influence
and weight of character. His character among the Indi-
ans was rather that of a fluent speaker ; the utterer of the
opinions of others, or the mind of his nation. Other than
that, his influence among his own people was not great,
and the importance which he ultimately attained, grew
out of the fact of his usefulness in communicating with
the whites, after his nation had been bereft of nearly all

their great chiefs and warriors.

The journal of tlie proceedings of the treaty of Fort
Stanwix, shows that in point of fact, it was hardly entitled

to the name of a treaty, and the complaint subsequently
made by Cornplanter to Gen. Washington, that the Indi-

ans were compelled to submit to the terms dictated to

them by the Commissioners, was true; they were treated

as a conquered people, and their conquerors claimed their

country, by right of conquest. They were made to feel

their abject, dependent, condition, and that they were no
longer a free, iudci)endeiit people, and that even tlie terms
granted to them, must be considered as an act of clemen-
cy, rather than of justice-
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Although Brant was present at that treaty of Fort Stan-

wix, and took a leading part in the council held with the

New York Commiasioners, his name is not mentioned in

connection with the council held immediately after, with

the United States Commissioners. (It is said he left for

Montreal immediately after the council with the State

Commissioners.) The object of the New York Commis-

sioners was to buy lands, but the ostensible object of the

United States Commissioners was to negotiate terms of

peace with the Indians. The Mohawks were represented

on this occasion by Karongyote, alias Aaron Hill, and

Thayendanegea, alias Joseph Brant. The name of the

latter appears in the proceedings of the council with the

New York Commissioners, while the former only is men-

tioned in the journal of the proceedings of the United

States Commissioners. The peculiar position occupied

by Brant at this time, may account for this. lie, and his

tribe or nation, had constantly adhered to the British in-

terest. They had, with a few exceptions, abandoned their

country in the valley of the Mohawk, and followed the

fortunes of the Johnsons, the Butlers, and other leading

tories. Although peace had been concluded, and Amer-

ican independence acknowledged by Great Britain, she

still held Oswego, Niagara, and all tlie frontier posts.

All the Six Nations, with the exception of the Oneidas,

who remained at their old homes, and the Mohawks, (who

had gone to Canada.) were settled at Buffiilo, Cattarau-

gus and Tonawanda Creeks, and at Allegliany, under the

care and supervision of British authority. This authority

was represented by the Johnsons and the Butlers, with

their subordinates at Niagara, and they held possession

of the fort, and consequently of the country, for ten or
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twelve years after the peace of 1783. Of course Brant
acted under the influence, and probably the instructions,
of his superiors at Niagara. It was their policy to coun-
tenance, if not to aid, in exciting the hostility of the In-
dians against the new government; and Brant was an
efficient instrument through which to accomplish their
purposes. Brant, therefore, would not compromise his
position, but chose to stand aloof. The decided stand
taken by the Commissioners left nothing to be done but
to comply with the terms they dictated, which were sub-
mitted to.

The following extract of a letter written by Gen. La-
Fayette to Gen. AVashington, on his return from the
treaty, shows the liglit in which he viewed Brant and
his party at this treaty :

.

GEN. LAFAYETTE TO GEN. WASHINGTON.

Albany, Sth October, 1784.

My Dear General :— Everywhere I met with de-
lays

;
but, so agreeable were they in their nature, that I

cannot complain of them. It is not quite the same with
the Indian treaty, although the hope to be useful has
kept me there longer than I expected. My presence at
the opening of it had been desired. Many circumstances
kept it oflf. At last it began

; and my influence with the
Indians was found greater than I myself could expect.
I was therefore desired to speak, to hearken, to answer.
I took the liberty to caution the Commissioners upon
such points as you had mentioned to me," and did -not
leave the ground till they thought they had no furtlier

3
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occasion for rae. But, as the business is just beginning,

I cannot give you any further intelligence but that [a

great deal of intrigue is carried on by some of the Tory

Indians of Brant's party, and Jiat the Whig and Tory

distinctions are kept up among the tribes to an amazing

degree of private animosities.

The execution of the Fort Stanwix treaty opened a

vast territoiy of land to sale and settlement.

The same Commissioners, or at least two of them—
Gen. Butler and Arthur Lee — proceeded westward, for

the purpose of negotiating treaties of peace with the tribes

residing in the western territory— the Shawnees, the

Delawares, the Wyandots, &c., &c. They found that

settlers had already obtruded upon the Indian lands in

that quarter ; and the Commissioners made some in-

effectual attempts to drive them off by proclamation.

Ultimately, almost the entire lands in what is now the

State of Ohio— with the exception of some reserva-

tions made for bounties fci* the officers and soldiers of

the Revolution, who had continued in service to the end

of the war, or until they were regularly discharged, and

the representatives of those who lost their lives in the

service of their country— were sold to a company form-

ed originally in Boston, composed of New Englanders,

but subsequently embracing a large number of the " prin^

cipal characters of America," as they were termed, re-

siding in nearly all the States. In the purchase of these

lands by the "agents of the Ohio Company of Asso-

ciates," as they were called, one million dollars— mainly

in what were denominated Continental Specie Certifi-

cates— were stipulated to be received in payment to-
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wards the land. The whole was divided into stock
shares. Bounty certificates were also received by the
government in payment. The consequence was, that
numbers of officers of the late army became share-
holders-Gen. Washington himself, it is believed, being
of the number. And thus this vast territory soon be-
came open for sale and settlement.

From the close of the war, in 1782-3, to the time of
the delivery of the forts upon the northern and north-
western frontiers, in 1796, British authority extended
and was supreme here

; and several officers, agents and
traders, were constantly and permanently located here.
Wm. Johnson resided with the Indians on Buffalo
Creek, and Cornelius Winney had his trading house "

at
the Lake," as it was called— being upon the bank of
the Little Buffalo Creek, (now Hamburg Canal) in rear
of the present site of the Mansion House, nearly at the
junction of Washington and Quay streets. This was the
first building erected by civilized man in Buffalo.

Capt. Powell, the husband of Jane Moore, was inter-
ested in business with Winney -their trade bein- ex-
clusively with the Indians, of course.

Col. Proctor, who remained here several weeks, as ap-
pears by his journal, in 1791, staid a portion of the time
at Wmney's house, who is represented to have been a
warm friend of the American cause, notwithstandino- his
British associations. Winney was an Albany tradei^; or
he IS said to have come " from the Fishkills."

Fort Erie was at this time (1783-4) occupied by a
British garrison, and was useful in maintaining British
influence and authority over the Indians, who frequently
resorted to the fort to obtain supplies

; but i\iagara was
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the priiiciinvl seat of power and authority. Capt. Powell's

residence does not seem to have been at Niagara at this

time, but at some point upon the river between Buffalo

and Niagara
;
perhaps at Schlosser, or Lewiston. Cor-

nelius Winney may therefore bo considered the iirst.

white resident of Buffalo, lie probably came to reside

here about 1783-4, n^'' "emained cill after the surrender

of Fort Niagara to .' ' sricans, in 1790. It is quite

certain there was no >. .-*or house here till some time

after this.

Among the papers of Gen. Chapin, Superintendent of

Indian Affairs, the following specimen of Winny's cor-

respondence was found:

Buffalo Ckeek, 23d Aug., 1792.

I Inform Gen. Chapin that about seventy-nine of the

Canada Indians is gone to Detroit. They seem to be fjr

warr, and a number of Indians to go up. I further in-

form you that the Indians of this place are to go up in

the first King's vessel that comes down. Prince Ed-

ward is arrived at Niagara. Should I hear anything

worth while to write, I shall let you know.

I am your most obedient and

Yery humble servant,

C. WINNEY.

The house built by Winney remained until after the

settlement of Buffalo commenced, under the auspices of

the Holland Land Co., in 1802-3. At what time Win-

ney ceased to reside here is not so clear ; but it is ren-

dered probable that he left in 1798, as Mr. Egleston, one

of the assistants or surveyors of Mr. Ellicott, writes to
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him at Schlosser, from Buffiilo Crook, that lie (Ellicott)
had bettor bring some boards to make a mapping table,
as there wore none to be had in their new location -
"Mr. Wirmey having carried off those that were in the
partition."

Winney's house is noted on the surveyor's field notes
of the first survey, and was at the point already desig-
nated— near the corner of Washington and Quay
streets.

"^

Althougli Joseph Brant had suddenly withdrawn tro-u
the council at Fort Stanwix in 1784, we find him early
next year in correspondence with the State authorities,
evidently anxious to bring about a negotiation for the
sale of the lands of the Mohawks, in which his own and
sister's (Molly Brant's) interests are particularly men-
tioned. The following is his letter to Peter Schuyler
then acting as one of the State Indian Commissioners':

Cataeacqui, (Kingston) March 23d, 1785.
Deae Sie:— I take the liberty to acquaint you that I

am entirely at a loss to know how to act and behave to
you New York State, concerning what passed between
you and ourselves at our last meeting at Fort Stanwix.
I have wrote several letters among you, according to
promise, but I never got answer to none of theiu. I
thought it would be a serious matter of what passed be-
tween^ us, and everything was to be performed

; so I
think if that engagement which was made should come
to Jiothing, it will be your faults. I am sorry tu think
your minds are changed since the mighty Commissioners
of Congress has been up also at Fort Stanwix. I would
therefore be much obliged to you if you would let me

i

im-
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hear from you at this tune, and let me know your inten-

tions and determination concerning our transactions, a8

above mentioned. Please let me know which concernsme

and my sister's children— I mean land matters— let

(it) be what it will. Let me understand right. I will

leave this place in a few days. I shall be among the

Five Nations about the middle of April next. I under-

stand that Capt. Aaron (Hill) is kept as (a) hostage for

negroes, which I am exceeding sorry for it, (that) the

Commissioners should compare our first chief to a slave,

because we did not keep any (white) persons since peace,

so that they must keep our chief in room of a slave,

which is too hard to be complied with.

I am, &c.,

JOS. BKANT.

To Maj. Peter Schuylee.

It is evident that there was some understanding or

agreement between the State Commissioners and Brant,

at Fort Stanwix, the season bofore, which does not ap-

pear on the record, but is a^
' d to in this letter.

Capt. Aaron Hill appears to have one of the host-

ages demanded by the United Stateb mmissioners at

that treaty. The allusion to those Comn oners shows

the feeling existing in the mind of Brant regard to

them at that time. It would appear from i. corres-

pondence in relation to this and other letters ol Brant,

that the State Commissioners did not approve of what

was done by the Indians with the Commissioners of the

United States ; and Governor Clinton, in a letter to

Major Schuyler, under date of May 28th, 1785, express-

ly charges the Indians with conduct, in their treaty with
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Commissioners of Congress, totally repugnant to their
professions to the Commissioners of the State, and adds,
"unless some satisfactory explanation can bo given of
their conduct, it is we that have reason to complain."
With regard to the private affairs of Capt. Brant and
family, Gov. Clinton remarked : « I have long since di-
rected the necessary measures to he taken for obtaining
the information required, but which, owing to some un-
accountable delay or accident, I have not yet received.
The moment I do, it shall be forwarded to him." Brant
was subsequently informed that the lands about which
he had asked information, upon investigation were found
to have long since been sold, and conveyed to other par-
ties, who were in possession of them.
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In the spring of 1787, u dcputution of Scnccas, at the

head of which was Big Tree, visited Albany, and laid bo-

fore the Commissioner of Indian Aifairs, their grievances

in respect to their lands. One of the delegation addressed

the Conimissioncrs as follows :

"Bkotiikrs—When the Commissioners of Albany held

the conncil fire at Fort Schnyler, (Stanwix,) they told us

that we should take care of cur land, that it was our own.

This was good, and what we conceived to be our interest,

and our right; but when the Connnissioners of the Uni-

ted States came up, they said they could not make peace

with us, unless we gave them first, an extent of land seven

miles in breadth from the line established by the late Sir

William Johnson, to Fort Pitt. This the few of our Na-

tion who attended that treaty granted, although they were

particularly instructed not to grant any land, and there-

fore had no right to do it, and what they did in granting

lauds is void.

" Brothers—Our land is our money. It is on that we
hunt ; and by hunting, we maintain and support ourselves

and families. If our lands are thus taken from us, what

will become of our wives and children? It hurts our

feelings much, that our lands should be torn from us in

the manner these seven miles before mentioned have been

done. But we trust that our good friends at Albany,
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wlio have always given us good uilvico, will interest and
oxert themselves in our behalf, that our lands may be ro-
Btored to us again, and wo wish and pray, that the lino
now running between Pennsylvania and this State, may
go larther south than the Commissioners run it last sum-
mer, •^<- «• *

" Brothers—The United States have sent word to us that
they soon expect to get ])08session of Oswego and Niaga-
ra, and that they will take no more Imuf around each,
than the King of England had, and that then they would
open the trade to every part of our country.

" Brothers—Whenever the United States take possession
of Oswego and Niagara, we request that the troops may
go up the Mohawk i-i ver, and by the lakes, and not through
our country, as it may disturb our wives and children;
and wo request that no more lands around each may bo
taken possession of, than what the King of England had,
which was four miles square at Oswego, and a^t Niagara
from Johnson's landing, four miles along the river till it

reaches lake Erie.

"Brothers—We are happy to have it in our power to
inform yon, that all the Indian Nations are at peace, and
firmly resolved to remain so, and not intermeddle in any
disputes which may arise between the white Moople, and
to strengthen their determination, there is now a council
held of all the Indian Nations at Buffalo Creek.

" Brothers—Some of us attended the survey last sum-
mer, and!wcre requested by Gov. Clinton and the other
gentlemen on the part of this State, to meet them here in
this city on the sul)ject of a further survey, and we are
sorry that they are absent. You will send on to him, the
letter we brought with us from Genesee, and remind him
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of tho promise lio inado as last year." The letter was for-

warded to Gov. Clinton in New York, the Indiai.s propo-

sing to wait for a reply, as they said they could " not re-

turn to their nation without an answer." Gov. Clinton

immediately laid the communication before the Legisla-

ture, which appears to have been in session in New York,

and both houses of that body " passed concurrent resolu-

tions expressive of their sense on tho different matters

contained in tho Indian's speech," directing the Governor
to communicate the same to them, which duty tho Gov-
ernor devolved upon the Commissioners at Albany, which

they performed in the following communication, dated

April llih, 1787:

" Tho Commissioners and associates informed the Indi-

ans that they were pleased that they had so willingly

staid while the Commissioners might have an opportunity

to send to New York, and that in consequence thereof,

they presented the Indians the goods which laid on tho

table, and then delivered the following speech, to-wit

:

" Brothers—What wo have to inform you of, is for om--

Belves. "When during the last war we found ourselves

under the necessity of separating from Great Britain, wo
then were obliged to agree upon the method by which
our business should be coifducted. We therefore met in

great council, and agreed how we should be governed.

One of tho counsellors in this great council, got up and
spoke as follows

:

"The Indians of the Five Nations have taken up the

hatchet against us ; v'o must do with them as we intend

to do with the English, we must drive them out of the

country. They are our enemies. But an old man made
this answer

:
' You, that have spoke last, have spoken
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wrong, for althou-h this ia tnio, tlint some of tl.o Five
Nations havo struck us, yet it is not their natural incli-
nation to bo at war with us. They havo been nusled by
the English, and they will repent of it. Wo must there-
fore not drive them from their country. On the contrary,
wo must now agree that they may keep their country
Wo must do more. Wo must agree that if any person
shall by fraud, or by making any Indians drunk, persuade
them to sell their lands, the sale shall bo void. We must
agree that no person shall purchase lands from them un-
less by consent of our great council; for we must keep
the Indians within the limits of our government. Their
fathers were kind to our fathers when they came to this
country. Wo must be kind to them, and treat them as
brothers.' The old man's advice was attended to, and
the whole council said, let us come to such an agreement,
and it was done.

" But the King ofEngland by treaty, long ago had given
all the lands to the westward to the thirteen United States,
and since the peace, the great council of the Bostonians
claimed the country of the Five Nations

; but our great
council said the Five Nations must never be under the
government of the Bostonians. They are our brothers

;

but we will send deputies to meet deputies from them^
to settle the matter in a friendly way. The deputies met
last foil, and it was agreed that the Five Nations should
remain with, and bo considered as living within the
limits of the State of New York

; but that wheneve'r the
Senecas and Cayugas wanted to sell any lands, that our
great council should permit the Bostonians to buy, that
the Indians might not be deceived and cheated.
"Brothers—The particulars of this agreement, and
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what part of your country the Bostonians may buy,
will, as we are informed, be communicated to you by
the Governors of New York and Boston in the course of

the next summer.

"Brotiiers—You see how attenti/e we have been to

your interests, and how anxious we are that you should
never quit the country in which the bones of your ances-

tors are brried. We forget what passed during the war,
and we wish to cultivate the most perfect friendship with
you. We give you this information of the fact, lest

wicked and designing men sliould impress your minds
with wrong information and make yuu uneasy."

To which the Indians made the following answer:
" Brothers :~We had before thi? received a hint of

the agreement you have mentioned, and are very happy
that you, our brothers of Albany, liavo been so kind as

to communicate to us your settlement with the Bostoni-

ans, and thank you for the presents you have made."
It was during the period immediately succeeding the

close of the revolutionary war, and while both the United
States and the State of New York wei-e making efforts

to negotiate with the Indians through their Commission-
ers, respectively, that an interest, antagonistic to both,

was built up by a combination of individuals, composed
at first of a few influential, active men, residing for the

most part upon tlie Hudson Iliver, but ultimately em-
bracing a large num])er of persons both in the United
States and Canada. The Constitution of the State for-

bade the purchase of lands from the Indians by individ-

uals
;
and this combination was formed for the pur])0se

of evading the provisions of the fundamental law by ob-

taining a lease of all the Indian lands in the State. Two
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companies were oi-ganized~ one called the -New Yorkand Genesee Land Company," and the other the -Nia^

.
ara Genesee Company." Dr. Caleb Benton, John Liv-
ingston and Jared Coffin, were the principal managers

Powell W 7\ '

'''" '''^""•' ^'^"^"^^ «^-^^' CVPowell, Wm. Johnson,— Murphy and Benjamin Ear-ton --al residents of Canada except the la;t- repre-sented the latter. The influence of Col. Butler ancfh s
subordinate officers with the Lidians- together with
several members of the Kew York Company, who had
for a long period been Indian traders- ei^bled thisCompany to bring an influence to bear upon the Indians
which was irresistible

; and this Company, in November,
1^.87, obtained a lease for "nine hundred and ninety^
nine yeai.,

'
ol"all the lands of the'six Nations in tlfe

State of New York, except some small reservations

-

the Indians reserving the privilege of hunting, fishing
&c. upon the lands. The annual rent stipulated to te
paid was two thousand Spanish milled dollars and abonus oi twenty thousand dollars in hand. In February,
1778, the lessees, emboldened by their strength and suc-
cess, petitioned the State Legislature to recognize theirWs, (for there were two of them, one from the Six
Nations, the other from the Oneidas,) " under such re-
strictions as to them, in their wisdom, shall appear iustand equitable " Notwithstanding the lessees hid severll
01 their number in the Legislature at this session, their
petition was rejected in a most summary and decisivemanner

;

and by a^concurrent resolution, the leases were
declared to be purchases, and therefore void; and em-
powered the Governor to use the forces of the State,
shou d It be necessary, to prevent the intrusion or settle-ment upon the lands claimed under the leases.
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The Legislature proceeded to pass an act, March let,

1788, appointing Commissioners with power to hold

treaties, &c., with Indians, for preserving their friend-

ship, purchasing their lands, " and with further power to

inquire touching all leases, or other purchases of or con-

tracts for the sale of lands, suggested to have been ob-

tained or made without the authority or consent of the

Legislature." They were authorized, in the prosecution

of their investigations, to send for persons and papers ; to

call into service the militia, &c., &c.

The Commissioners immediately entered upon the dis-

charge of their duties, and appointed John Tayler, of

Albany, agent of the Board at that place. The Commis-

sioners addressed a message to the Six Nations, of which

the following is a copy :

" Sache]^is and "Wakriors of the Six Nations :—Open

your ei :s to the voice of the great council of the State

of New York, for in their name we now speak to you.

" Although the late war has for a time interrupted the

brotherly intercourse which was so pleasing to your and

our ancestors, yet we have never been unmindful of the

friendship which was between them, and which it is our

earnest desire should forever remain between you and us.

With this good disposition, which has been given us by

the Great Spirit above, we met you in a treaty at Fort

Schuyler, (Stanwix) shortly after the general peace ; and

with the same disposition we now wish to meet you

again, in a treaty, at the same place, on the tenth day of

July next, as well, to brighten the chain and renew the

covenant which has long bound us together— to confer

with you on matters of great importance to our mutual

happiness and welfare.



ADDKESS OP THE H. T. COMe's. TO THE INDIAHS. «
"Bretbrcn-We have heard that some of om- people

have been among you to purchase hy taking a lease ofyour lands fi-om you, without the consent ol' o greatcouncl, and contrary to the good oM rule and euLmwbrch has always been between your forefathers a„To™, and between you and us. Listen to our advice

to talT"; "" ^™"'''^' '™"™ »''"»' -'*" -e wiThtalk w.th you; and we advise you, as well for thesake of yourselves and your children, and childreu'
c .Idren as for your own sakes, that you will not s ,ffe

Breth.en-These people who have been to purchase
J-our lauds have been disobedient children to thel f2lthe great council. Brethren, a belt will be delivered to'yon in confirmation of this our message to yon "

Kotwithstanding these vigorous measures of the State

influence. They were actively at work, throu..h theiragents, ,n persuading the Indians not to listen to a°uy com
n.un,eat,ons from the State Commissioners, or to at e "dhe proposed council at Fort Stanwi.x. Early i„ 1^^1778, the lessees, through Mr. John Livingston, made apropos.fon to the State Commissione.., to jn-ocure fo heState "a conveyance of all the lands owned by the Ind,ans wuhm the claim of New York," provided the Statewould repay them the money they had paid the Indianand the costs and expenses they had actually incurred'

ZtZlZTl' t""
^"'"^'^'°" '"" '- -ociate,'

one half of the hand so obtained, to be located in thj
Oneida country, and also one half of the land so obtainedm the Seneca, Cayuga, and Onondaga eonntrv. The
proposition was rejected by the Commissioners in the fol-
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lowing terms : "your propositions are of such a nature

that they (the Cou:iraissioners,) tlo not conceive themselves

authorised by law to treat with you thereon, and if they

had autliority for that purpose, the j^ropositions would be

considered by them as altogether inadmissible."

In the meantime, Livingston and his associates were

sending goods and provisions into the Indian country.

Upon the return of the messenger from the Seneca's

country, with the answer to the message of the State Com-

missioners to them, Mr. Tayler writes to Gov. Clinton

that he has his fears wliethcr any number of the Six Na-

tions, except the Oneidas, will attend the treaty at Fort

Stanwix in July, and suggests that it liad better be post-

poned until September ; that a large meeting was held at

Bufi'alo Creek, at which Col. Butler from Niagara, and

others, were present. The speeches were delivered by-

Dean, interpi'eter for Schuyler and Livingston ; that the

letter from Buffalo Creek was written by Stevens, son to

the British interpreter at Niagara, who likewise resides

there. The following is a copy of the letter alluded to

above

:

"Buffalo Creek, 14th May, 1788.

" Sir :—We have had the pleasure ofseeing your procla-

mation, in which we are happy to find your Excellency,

and your State, has considered the lease which Mr. Liv-

ingston and his friends has taken from some of our young

men, contrary to the resolutions and speech froin the

whole of the sachems and chiefs of the Six Nations, the

purport of which was to cover up the fire they had kin-

dled at Kanedesaga, until the spring, when we promised

to attend. They told us they were sent by Congress

;

i

11
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Otherwise, wo sliould not have taken the least notice of
heir message, as we had already promised Congress not

to attend any council but what should be called by their
authonty. We must therefore beg of you to prevent
any ol your people from settling upon our lands, as we
look upon the lease not to be in the least bindin:., since
not one sachem or principal woman had given thdr con-
sen

;
nor will we receive their money, but keep our

lands. We are all preparing to go to the counci- at Tus-
caroras, and have desired Mr. Livingston to meet us
here, where we hope to setttle all our affairs accordinc,
to pro,mse,and shall be ready to hear what he has to
say. We shall thei> expect every assistance from the
deputies from Congress, to assist us in our grievances, at
I^at meetmg

;
and we are much obliged to your Excel-

lency for your obliging speech and attention to our inter-
ests and are, with the greatest respect, your Excellency's
most humble servants."

Signed by a number of chiefs of the Six Nations
Kanedasaga had not been the residence of the Indians

since Its destruction, in 1779, by Gen. Sullivan. It had
long been the favorite residence of the Senecas An
ancient Indian fortification, known as " Fort Hill »

ig
ocated on lot 58, and was covered with heavy f;rest
trees when nrst known to the whites. And the beautiful
grc,und caled the "Old Ca^tle,-,bout one and a ha
nides northwest of the village of Geneva, was covered
with apple trees planted by the Indians. This, it is said
was their ancient burial ground

; and in the treaty con-veying these lands, it was stipulated that this ground
should remain undisturbed by the white mun's plow, and
tor many years the Indians watched the progress of im-
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provement and cliange, to see that the resting place of

their tUtliers remained undisturbed.

Although it had ceased to be a residence of the Sene-

cas, " Kanedasaga " became the seat and centre of the

Indian traders, land speculators and surveyors, and an

important point for emigrants and drovers. It was here

that the lessees, as well as the agents of the State and of

the pre-emptionists, contemplated to make their head-

quarters. It was in 17SS that Peter Ivvckman and Seth

Keed had established themselves at Kanedasaga — Eeed

at the Old Castle, and Byckman upon the lake shore.

In the settlement between Massachusetts and New
York, by which Massachusetts relinquished her right of

jurisdiction over all the Indian lands in western New York,

she retained the right to the soil, subject to the claim of

the Indians ; or ratlier, New York yielded to Massachu-

setts the pre-emptive right to purchase the fee of the In-

dians.

Oliver Phelps had become favorably impressed with

the beauty and fertility of the Genesee country,

by his intimacy with Major Hoops, and others in

Philadelphia, and by the representations of his New

England neighbors, who had been in Gen. Sullivan's ex-

pedition, resolved to become the purchaser of one mil-

lion acres of these lands. Before his plans were ma-

tured, however, he learned that Mr. Nathaniel Gorham

had made proposals for a purchase of a portion of the

Genesee lands. He immediately conferred with Mr.

Gorham, which resulted in their uniting their interests
;

.but their application to the Legislature proved unsuc-

c essful.

This movement of Messrs. Phelps and Gorham brought
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PHELPS AKD OOKIIAM'S PUECIIASE.
ftj

«tI,e«i„to H.e field; and a compro.nise was made bv
ad,„,tt,„gall who had any intention of jnu-chasin., „I
pu.-tners-Mess,..Pl,elps and Gorha.n being constit°;.od
the representafves of all the associates. They made
rroposals for the pnrchase of all the lands en.braced inthe cess.on to Jlassachusetts by New York, stipulating
to ay therefor the snn, of one hundred thonsand dollar
u. the paper enrrency of Massachusetts, which was thenworth less than fifty cents on the dollar. The j"," "

t.on was acceJed to; and the share-hoKlers ha.i a n'eet-ng, and a|,pointed Gen. Israel Chapin to explore the-untry. Mr. Phelps, „s the general ngont, wa's to hi da reaty w,th the Indians for the e.xtinguishn.ent of their
tie Mr, Gorham was appointed to confer with the an-

tl.ont,es ot New York in regard to rnnning the pre-^.mpfou ,„e; and Mr. William WalK-r ,„ ac as land
agent and surveyor.

As all parties had been brou^d.t to hannonize by
^initing all then- interests together, little trouble was an
ticipa ed :n accomplishing the objects of the association.

Although the lease of Living..tou and his associates
had been declared illegal and void, yet from the charac-
'ter and well-known influence of the leading members of
that assocuit.on, it was thought to be of the utmost ini-
portance to conciliate that interest nho. For this pur
pose, Mr Phelps met some of the principal lessees, and
nego lated an arrangement with them, the precise terms
of winch have never transpired. It was, however, stipu-'
la ed on tlie part of the lessees that thev would hold an-
other treaty at Kanedasaga, surrender their lease to all
-.heir lands west of the Massachusetts pre-en.ption line
and procure for the same a deed of cession from the !«'

•dians to Phelps and Gorham and their associates
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Supposing that all obstacles had now been removed oi-

overcome, Mr. Phelps returned to New England and pre-

pared to attend the proposed treaty at Kanedasaga— en-

gaging his agents, surveyors and assistants, to enter up-

on the possession and survey of the country. Lpon his

arrival at Schenectady, he wrote back that many unlavor-

able rumors had reached his ears ; that ho was likely to-

be delayed by the non-arrival of Mr. Livingston ;
that

an Oneida Indian had arrived from the west and brought

a report that Brant had collected the Indians at Buffalt>

Creek, and was persuading them " not to treat with ns.'^

Mr. Phelps arrived at Kanedasaga about the iirst of

June, but found no Indians there ;
and learned that Bnt-

lor and Brant had collected them at Buflalo Creek, and

were using their influence to prevent them from treating

with Livingston, who had arrived at Kanedasaga with.

(roods and provisions for the treaty.

After waiting till the middle of June without accom-

plishing any result, Mr. Phelps discovered that there did

not appear to be a good understanding between the

''New York Genesee Company" and the "Niagara

Genesee Company." Inferring that the balance of pow-

er seemed to be in the hands of the latter, he ]>roceeded

immediately to Niagara, where he saw Col. Butler,

Brant and Mr. Street, and secured their co-oi)eration to

procure the attendance of the Indians at Buffalo Creek,

there to hold a treaty, instead of Kanedasaga.

Mr. Phelps returned to Kanedasaga and joined his

party, which had remained tlicre, where they continued

to remain until a deputation of chiefs arri\ed to conduct

them to the council fire at Bullalo Creek, where they ar-

rived on the ith of July. 17SS.
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Tliere were present the Ibllowing persons, representing
the various interests

: Rev. Sanuiel Kirkland, agent of
Massac. nsetts; Elisha Lee, Esq, of Boston, assistant;
John Lntler, Joseph Brant, and Samuel Street, of the
Niagara Genesee Company

; John Livingston, Caleb
Benton, and Ezekiel Gilbert, of the New York Genesee
<-ompany

;
tliere were also present chiefs of the Onon-

dagas, Cayugas and Mohawks. James Dean, Joseph
bmith, William Johnston, and Mr. Kirkland, acted as in-
terpreters. There were several officers from Fort Niaga-
ra also present. Mr. Phelps opened the proceedings by
producing the commission given him by the Governor of
Massachusetts, which was interpreted to the Indians • he
then addressed the Indians in a speech explaining' the
<>b,ect of the treaty, the right he had purchased of Massa-
chusetts, all which was interpreted to the Indians The
Seneca chiefs, of whom there was a pretty full delegation
present, were in favor of selling a portion of their lands,
but urged strongly that their eastern boundary should be
the Genesee river

;
but after several day's negotiation, the

boundary was agreed upon as it was afterwards estab-
ished. The treaty appears to have been conducted in a
land, conciliatory manner, and after the question of boun-
dary was settled, the parties agreed to submit the ques-
tion ot price, to the decision of Col. Butler, Joseph Brant
and Ehsha Lee, Esq, as referees, who fixed the sum tJ
be paid the Indians at five thousand dollars in hand, and
five hundred dollars annually forever.

There is little doubt that without the aid and inlluence
of Col. Butler and his associates, the purchase of the lands
from the Indians could not have been made bv Mr. Phelps
at this time, and it was by giving them an interest in the
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purchase, tlmt tlioir intlutnco was securoil. It would

seem, however, U'.at some uiisunderstundiiig grew out of

the matter Avhicli led to litigation. Sam'l Street and

others, his associates, liled a hill in chancery, clainung

that they were entitled to the proceeds ol* '• fifteen one

hundred and twentieth i)arts " of all the land i>urchaso.

There was other litigation between the two lessee com-

panies, or different niendjers of tliem, not effecting how-

ever, the validity of Phelps & Gorham's purchase.

The following letters- reveal the position of Col. Butler-

and others

:

COPY OF A LETTKR FROM COL. .TOUN BUTLER TO THE

irOX. OLIVER I'lIELPS.

Niagara, 20tli July, 178S.

"Dear Sir:—1 hope ere tliis readies you, that you

will have made your friends satisfied with what you ac-

complished at Buffalo Creek.

"On my mentioning to you )ny intention ofsettling some

of my friends in Connecticut on tie new imrchase, and

of my wish to locate twenty thousand acres on the Gene-

see river for them, you was good enough to give me yonr

word to have it done if in your power, in consequence

of which, I have given them some encouragement, and

have empowered them to receive from you that quantity

of land, which they will hcgin improving npon immedi-

atelv, if you can give them the encouragement that I hope-

and expect you will. I wish to have the above twenty

thousand acres conveyed to Geo. Dennis, Sen., one third,

Benj. Dennis one third, and to my two si^ters, Debora.

Freeman and Ann Douglass, the remaining third, and ii'

I
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it is convenient to yon that the deeds may he executed to
tl.eni separately, if not, tliat tf.eir names may all bo in-
serted III the deed <,nven them.

'• Mr Geo. Dennis, Jr., will wait on you on his return,
with a irom Sam'l Street and associates, to draw
land as above mentioned.

" Something being mentioned when at Unffido Creek of
"laking a purchase of about twelve miles square ,m the
hdve at Niagara, whieli may be an introduction l„r .rettin<^
that breadth all the way on the lake to the twelve miles
on this side of Genesee river soon, therefore if yuu will
allow me the half fee of the pre-emption cost, 1 will un-
dertake tu make the Indian j.urchase at my own expense,
for twelve miles square or thereabouts.

" Ihc.pe to have the pleasure of hearing from you soon
on this business, and am,

Your Yery irumble Servant,

JOHN IJUTLER."

"SuFFiKLD, Jan. 10th, 17S8.-Recoived of Nath'l Gor-
ham and Oliver Phelps, Esquires, conveyances for one
third ot township No. 11, the Genesee river bv vir-
tue of this letter and to the persons and in the proportions
therein mentioned. I also being empowered by Sam'l
Street of Niagara, also to receive the said laud, and I en-
gage to submit the value of the said land now conveyed,
to the appraisement of indiflbrent men to determine thj
proportion it bears to the remainder, which I, Oliver
Phelps, Esq., am to receive when tlie other part of the
country is purchased of the natives.

GEORGE DENNIS, Sen."
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The following is a letter of Joseph liruiit <) Go-

ton, written after the close of the treaty :

Olin-

Bjkfat.o Crkek, July Uth, 178^^.

" BnoruKU Atiend:—Since we wrote you about two

months ago respecting the lease, which Mr. Livingston

had obtained of our landj, we have held a great council

with our brothers from Boston, at which all the chiefs and

principal warriors uf the Six Nations attended. At this

great meeting we have sold part of our country to our

brothers from Massachusetts, in presence of our brother

Col. Butler, and have also setthul, and adjusted, all our

other land atJ'airs, and after a tedious attention to the bu-

siness of last fall transacted between Mr. Livingston and

some of our Nations at Canedesaga, we have all conclu-

ded to let those people settle in our country, and as it is

agreeable to us, wo hope their settlement on our lands

will meet with your encouragement and approbation.

This we have done to bring about a union of all the Five

Nations.

" Brother—You sent us an invitation to meet you at Fort

Schuyler, which belt we return. We are not able to meet

you at the place you propose this year, as business of the

utmost im])ortance to the Indian Nations call our imme-

diate attendance at the treaty now held on the Ohio river,

for which place we are now setting out. Brother—This

is all we have to say.

JOS. BRANT.
His Excellency, Gov. Clinton.

" P. S.—We shall appoint an agent by the next fall, and

give, him power to see our aninuil rents paid justly, and

hope you will establish him in oflice.''

N
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In writinjr to so.no ofliis nssociutes after the treaty was
closed, Mr. Thelps .ays :

- You may rely upon it, that it
i^ a good country

; 1 have i.urchuHcd all the Indiana will
sell at present, and perhaps as nuich as it would be prof-
itable lor us to buy at this time." At a u.eeting of the
associates ,n January, he reported that he had sold and
contracted about thirty townships

; a considerable portion
ot these sales were to small sharehohlers, leaving a great
proportion of the purchase in the hands of Phelps & Gor-
ham.

Messrs. Phelps and Gorham had predicated their abili-
ty to pay the State of Massachusetts the sum stipulated
upon thei r being able to buy the depreciated public pa])er
ot the State, at a large discount; but the fundin-r of the
public debt of the States, by the Federal government, en-
hanced the value of the State debt, to nearly par, and
they were obliged to report to the Legislature of Massa-
chusetts, in the spring of 178[), their inability to fullfil
their engagement, and asked to be released from so much
of their obligation as related to the Indian lands not in-
cluded in the Indian treaty. The legislature acceeded to
their request, and soon found a purchaser of the relin-
quished lands, in the person of Mr. Robert Morris, of
Philadelphia.

Efforts were still made to disaffect the Indians, in re-
gard to this sale of their lands, and Cornplanter was made
the instrument to excite dissatisfaction among tbem, par-
ticularly the Seuecas. But all the complaints were met
and satisfactorily explained, after a full examination into'
all the facts alleged by Cornplanter, by the Federal gov-
ernment, completely cxhoneratiuff Mr. Phelps from the
charges and complaints brought by the disaffected party
among the Indians.
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It was in 1TS9 that the first settlements were inado

upon the Phelps and Gorham tract, and the old residence

of the Senecas at Bouii-htoii Hill was amon<j; the first

localities settled by the whites. ]jy the end of 1790,

fifty townships had been sold, mostly by townships, to

companies formed in New Eno-land for cmigrarion and

settlement, and in Xovember, 1790, they sold nearly all

the residue of their lands, amounting to upwards of a

million and a quarter of acres, to Mr. Robert Morris, of

Philadelphia ; who, in 1702, sold it to Sir William Pult-

ney, an English gentlenum, who appointed Capt. Charles

AVilliamson his resident agent, to superintend the sale of

his lands ; hence the name " Pultney Estate."

Capt. Williamson was a gentleauin of education and

culture, of large and liberal views. He located himself

at Bath, Steuben county ; and by his enterprise, intelli-

gence and liberality, contributed largely to the successful

settlement and improvement of Western Xew York.

As the Indians had suld all their lands, except their

reservations, at the treaty of Jjufi'alo Creek in 1788) no

further negotiation was necessary with them ; and the

State of Massachusetts, in 1791, sold to Samuel Ogden,

who was acting as the agent of Robert Morris, all the

lands ceded to said State by the State of Xew York, ex-

cept that heretofore conveyed to Phelps and Gorham.

Mr. Morris sold, in 1792-3, to Herman Leroy and others,

fur parties residing in Holland, (who,being aliens,could not

hold real estate in their own names, under our laws) four

difi'erent tracts of land, described in four separate deeds

of convevance, including the land upon which the citv

of Biitfalo stands. This sale by Robert Morris to the

Holland Land Companv, l)einir made before the Indian

th
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title WHS extinguished, it was stipulated by Mr. Morris
to assist the Company to extinguisli the Indian title as
soon as practicable.

A council was accordingly held with the Senecas, at
Geneseo, in 1797, and the Indian title extinguished to
ail the lands the pre-euiption right of which had been
purcliased of Massachusetts, except the following reser-
vations: At Canawagus. two square miles; Bi- Tree
Reservation and Little Beard's Town, together containing
four square miles

; Squawkie Hill Reservation, two
square miles

;
Gardeau Reservation, about twcnty-eic^ht

square miles
;
Canadea Keservatf n, containing sixteen

UHles square, lying upon both sides of the>.enesee
Kjver, and extending eight miles along the Genesee
l^iver m the county of'Alleghany

; the Oil Sprino- Res-
ervation, containing one square mile, lying on the line
between Alleghany and Cattaraugus counties

; the Alle-
ghaii^v Reservation, containing forty-two square miles

;

the Cattaraugus Reservation, containing forty-two square
uules

;
the Tonawanda Reservation, contaiHin- seventy

square miles
;
and the Tuscarora Reservation'^ contain-

ing one square mile, lying about one mile east of Lewis-
ton, on the Mountain Ridge; the Ruftalo Creek Reser-
vation, containing one hundred and thirtv square miles
-these reservations containing in all three hundred and
thirty-eight square miles, a liberal provision for the com-
paratively small remnant of the Six Nations then re-
maining in this State.

Mr. Joseph Ellicot had been appointed as principal sur-
veyor of the Holland Company by Mr. Theophilus Caze-
nove, the agent general of the Company, resident at
Ihiladelphia, to survey their lands in Western N^w

^iiA^'**
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York as soon as the title slionld be perfected, and to as-

sist Messrs, Bayard and Linklaen, wlio were to attend

at the treaty.

Mr. Ellicott accordingly attended the treaty, and ren-

dered important service to the purchasers. After the

treaty was perfected, Mr. Ellicott, as surveyor for the

Holland Land Company, and Mr. Augustus Porter for

Robert Morris, entered upon a .survey of the tract, for

the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of land it con-

tained. This preliminary survey was completed before

the winter set in of the same year.

The treaty of 1797, in which the Indian title to the

Ilolhuid Purchase was extinguished, except to certain

reservations, as before stated, prescribed the quantities

contained in and general shape aild location of each res-

ervation, leaving the location of the precise boundary

lines to be determined thereafter. The Indians reserved

two hundred thousand acres, one indefinite portion of

which was to be located on Buffalo Creek, at the east

end of Lake firie, and the remainder at the Tonawaiida

Creek.

As the New York Reservation excluded the Holland

Company's- land from the waters of Niagara River, and

from the shore of Lake Erie one mile southerly from the

river, it became very imi)ortant to the Company to se-

cure a landing place and iiarbor at the mouth of Bufi'alo

Creek, and sufficient ground adjoining, whereon to es-

tablish a commercial village or city.

Capt. William Johnston, ami Indian agent and inter-

preter., settled himself near the mouth of Buffalo Ci'eek

at an early period, under the auspices of the British gov-

ernment, and remained here until the Holland Com.
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He l,ad also entered into an agreon,ent wit.fthe Indians'

,

!'".''" '»"'' '" "» "icinity, on condition of sunn yin.,e I..d,a„s with all the boards and plank they™ ed f^

. n!- :;.'

""
M
""

'*f
"'° '^-"- T"- sife was !
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,
and takmg nito consideration his influence with

::rin;:n;"''''""°''""''^"'"p-^--->-'edente, ,„to the following agreement with him, which was

.t'ir^'jjrr""'''''"',
"'"" """ "-'•-«>;';;

parties. Johnston agreed to surrender his right to thea.d two s,p,are miles of land, and use his intlntl; heLuhans to have that tract and his mill site left o,u If«.e.r reservation
;

in consideration of which, the IIol andC mpany .agreed to convey by deed to saW Jo sZs..Mn.,ulred and forty acres, including the said null s" e-d adjacent timber lands
; together ^ith forty.flv a,a bal acres, being part of said two scp.are mL Iddmgte buildings and in,proven,e„ts Ihen ownedCJohnston, our acres of which was to be on the "

point "
ILose lands, as they were afterwards delinitely locatedwere, a tract of forty-one and a half acres, bounded n th

u->
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by Seneca street, west by Washington street, and south

by the Little Buftalo Creek. The other tract was bound-

ed east by main street, southwesterly by Buffalo Creek,

and northwesterly by Little Buftalo Creek, containing

about four acres."*

Johnston's house was located upon the forty acre lot

called outer lot ninety-four in the original survey, near a

spring. This spring was ultimately purchased by Mr.

Le Coutculx, or a lot embracing the spring, the lot running

diagonally across Exchange street to the Little Buftalo

Creek, now the Hamburgh Canal.

•Turner's History of the Holland PurcliaRe.

Note.—Since tbo publication of the first volnmo of tliia work, the au-

thor b-\8 visited an aged lady, a sister of the late Col. Warren of Fort Erie,

for t: 3 purpose of obtaining more authentic information in regard to

Capt. William Johnston. Slie says ho was a half brother of Col. Powell,

who after the close of the Uevolutionaiy war, resided on the Niagara

River below Fort Erie. The mother of Col. Powell married a Col. John-

ston, and William Johnston was a son by this connection, and was an

officer under the British government. Col. Powell died at an advanced

age, a few miles from Fort Erie. It is prul)able that the Capt. Powell

spoken of in the -Narrative of the Gilbert Family," who married Miss

Jane Moore, and the Col. Powell spoken of by Mrs. llardison, the aged

sister of Col. Warren spoken of above, is the same individual, and the

house of Capt. Powell mentioned in the journal of Col. Proctor in 1791,

was at the place it is said by Mrs. Hardison Col. Powell resided.
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" Six Nations " at Fort Stanwlx in that year. It is prob-

able it was known by that name much earlier than this,

perhaps from the iirst settlement by the Senecas, which

it is likely did not take place until after Sullivan's expe-

dition in 1779. The name is mentioned in the '' Narra-

tive of the Captivity of the Gilbert family," prisoners

among the Senecas in 17S0 or 17S2. Besides the treaty

of 1784, already named, it is called Buffalo Creek in a

treaty held with the "Six Nations" in 1789, and again

in the treaty at Canandaigua in 179-1.

Bv an act of the Legislature of this State, passed March

19th, 1802, a treaty was authorized to be held with the

Indians for the purchase of the " Mile Strip" on the Ni-

aguru river from " Buffaloes Creek " to the Steadman

Farm—and in 1803 an act passed by the Legislature of

this State, April 6th, guaranteeing to Indians of the Six

Nations the right to pass and repass upon any turnpike

road which may hereafter be established from the town

of Canandaigua to Buffalo Creek or its vicinity.

In 1805 Congress established a Collection District, to

be called the District of " BuflFalo Creek," the Collector

of said district to reside at " Buffalo Creek." Erastus

Granger was the first resident Collector of Customs. Gen-

eral Irvine, of Pennsylvania, had been appointed the first

Surveyor of Customs when this place was included in the

District of Presque Isle, now Erie.

The name of " Buitalo," which was evidently derived

from the name of the Creek, was used to designate the

settlement hero quite early. In a letter of General Irvine

to Gen. Washington in 1788, this place is spoken of as

" Buffalo." I have found no other record of the name as

early as this, and was led for that reason to doubt the cor-

.if^r^v
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lectness of tl,e copy of the letter as gh-en in the Hi-t„.-
cal Magazine of Febn,a,v, 1SC3. anJi"ri,,. W H

"It is now some forty odd years since I made the convof the etter to which yo„ refer, and 1 cannot say tha Icon,m.tted no error in transcribing from the origiL bjthmk I must have made a literal co„y. I certaitl- 'o,Jd

/. ^ Koo, and eii'i-afed in ihn ,1q
fonce of the frontier, mnst have been iantilEa ;i ,. tnames „t localities in Western New York, y„„ , , „ ,he expression is 'fronr Bnffalo to Pres^no Isl '

thelatter be.ng the name of the present dty of 'e oPresque Me was then in the State of Kew York "
And Mr. Irvine adds :

"And to his (Gen. Irvine's) address, our State is indebt-

M f4^^"'^^^^°'^ ^f '^^' tri-angle, or Erie county."
Mr. B. W. Pratt, now livin. with wLon. I have ve-

setftor""' T
^^- -^^'i-t, and wl.se recollections

seem to be very clear and distinct, says that when his
father, M, Sa.nuel Pratt, returned to Tern.ont fron. a
visit to this place, in 1803, he called it Buflalo Thevwe to remove to '^ Buffalo,'" and did so, arriving here in

Our Legislative records shou- that, as early as 1772,he State (then a Colony) was divided into counties, and
the whole western part of the State was included in
Tryon county, after Governor Tryon the last of the

lioyal Governors.

•i '
i
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In 1784 the name was changed to "Montgomery

county," after General Richard Montgomery, and in

l&Ol the county of Ontario was organized. The boun-

dary extended west to the State line, and all that part of

the county west of the Genesee river was organized into

a town, by tlie name of " Northampton," a pretty exten-

sive town, truly.

In 1802 the connty of Ontario was again divided, and

the county of Genesee erected ; and in 1808 the county

of Niagara was established, the court-house and jail to

be built at " Buflialo or New Amsterdam."

By the same act, the village of Butlalo was included

in the town of Willink, which bounded west on the Cattar-

ausrus creek. In 1808 the town of Buffiilo was erected,

extending easterly to what is known as the " transit line,"

and in 1813 the village of Bufiiilo received its first char-

ter.

I have been perhaps needlessly particular in mention-

ing all these changes in the names and boundaries of the

towns and counties in Western New York, as they are

all matters of record. But as facts, they are not familiar

even to those most conversant with our early history, and

serve better than almost anything else, i-o show the

great change and rapid improvment which has taken

place within the recollection of some who are now living.

I trust I shall be excused therefore for referring to them

in this place, and at this time. Professor Timothy

Dwight, who visited Buffiilo in 1804, speaks of the then

poulation thus

:

"The inhabitants are a casual collection of adventu-

rers, and have the usual character of such adventurers

thus collected, when remote from regular society. We
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sw about „, „,a„, Indian, i„ .„, vi„„„e „, „,,,, p,„.

to tie Ind,an „an,es as applied to tl.is locality, wh"h

jnostion as ,t may serve to disenomnber tl,e subiert b„«- ns, of «,„u ,,„3 „„,„„„^^^^ theminds of le lo'bave supposed they discovered what appeared to be mtakes or contradictions.
"'""

The Indians applied the name " Te-osah-way "
or inonr lanauao-o " Plq,.o nf T! . ^ i ..

'' °' '"

or village ^nd " T T f'^'"""V to their settlement

creek" to'tietl, ^f""-"^''f
"g''-l'.->""<la," or "Buflalo^'tLK, to tlie the stream only.

anr-'Te?'"'"^
discrepancy between " Te-osah-way "

and Te.h„s.ororon" consists in the fact, that the torn er>B the Seneca, and the latter the Mohawk pronuncia ion

suggested to be a mistake of the scribe, or interpreter in

^K in ml ar 'T "" ''-^ ''""•'"^ "' I""' Stan.

tZ and 1700 ,'" f" ''""" ^^™'*' ^^t™^^" »'»'time and 1,90, when Corn Planter is said to have on oneoccasion called it " Beaver creek " Tt 1.

".""""^

-sonablc to suppose the inr:t wa i driftl^r

ihenanoot the Beaver and the Bnftalo, in ,he Seneca

b> an „, slullf,,! or inattentive interpreter, be mistakenne 0, ,.,, , ., Tieki.aek- on,.. I^B [

he , f
'=''-«»'«-^''k.gon." Here, undoubtedly was

recoids, uhere the name " Bntfalo creek " is nni/o.-mly
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used. I never beard the inline '' Beaver creek" applied

to tliis stream, in an intercourse of more than twenty-five

years with the Senecas.

In the opening address of the lion. President of this

Society hist year, the origin of tlio name our city bears,

was made tlio subject of discussion, and doul)ts were ex-

pressed in regard to Hi. Uicury uutertiiined that it was

derived from the supposed fact, that the Buffalo, or

American Bison, formerly visited this locality. Tiiese

doubts were expressed in the following language :

" I have never seen any reliable statement that the

buffalo, in his wild state, was ever found in Western New

York. I believe that his native haunt was in the great

prairies of the West, and nowhere else on this continent."

An article which appeared in the Historical Magazine

for December, 1862, remarking upon these observations,

the writer cites a number of authorities to show tliat the

bufi'alo not only once lived in the western part of this

State, in Ohio, Kentucky and Virginia, but ranged over

nearly the whole of the North American Continent.

Another writer in the January number of the same mag-

azine throws doubt upon all the authorities quoted by the

December correspondent, and agrees with Mr. Fillmore,

and says :

" From all my reading, I had concluded that the Bison

was not found in the lake region, and never as far west

(east) as (the State of ) New York."

It is, perhaps, not surprising that the general reader of

the early " French Kelations " should find very little to

instruct or enlighten, either in matter of science or natu-

ral history. The mission of\the early Jesuit writers was

of a different character, and embraced far diflferent ob-
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Jocts, mul if „.o fl,„l „ee„8i„„„| ,„„,^ „, f^^^ „„,,
n"es,„o,.„,h„„ disea,,„„cie, of .,„to,„o„t ii, rc,Jl

vaHa.o,l,o>rst„,c,no„tai„ ,..„,,, ^ ,™tt,.,s oto,,*!™

cast „ ,t „, nvaUj between the Fmneiscans, who wereAc eari.pt „u,s,o„aHe, to the nouMv^

altogether Nor shouhl it he for«„„en that the ..If de-rte.y,„g ahora of those ,no„ were ,„a,le available hv theF ench Govcn,n,ent, for politieal j.urposes, and their in-fluence was a real " ,>ower in the State "

The question as to the origin of the name of our citvW the ,.,hlie attention at a former period of ou^
l^isto,., Nearly twenty years ago, an annonymous eont-mu„,eat,„n aj.peared in the Connnereial A.lvertiser the

,

oc ted hy the late Dr. LW. Ti,o ibllowingis ';o^
Lnflu o eroek ,s To-sa-o-way. AVill some of y„„r Indianpb.loIog,ca correspondents give us the n.eaning of eword I I should he happy also to know the origPn of the
present name of our city."

This inqtnry tlins n.adc, called out several replies in the
papers then in.blished, all anonymous

; one in the Daily
Pilot was as follows

:

-^

"The nan,e of the Big B„ffi,,o creek, and the point ofland hero oure.ty ,s huilt, in the Seneca tongue' is Do-
yo-wa, pronounced Doso-wa, signifying the place of Bass-wood on account of the great quantity of that tree in tho™„nty. Sometimes it is pronounced Do-sha-ho, d takinc,
the sound of t. Yo„ are undoubtedly familiar withZ
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anecdote relutini: to tlio ''lUifVulo Moat," from which tl>o

name of tlio city arises.

"OCJEMA.."

Another communication, dated Buffalo Cicuk Reserva-

tion, ai)i)eare(l in the Commercial Advertiser, at the bamo

time, which is as follows :

"In reply to the inquiries of your correspondent Q, in

your paper of Juno 26th, permit mo to say that the old

Indians tell us that the baid<8 of Buffalo creek, for some

distance from its mouth, were anciently lined with bass-

wood trees, hence the name Ti-yu syo-wa, with the last

vowel nasalized, which means, "at the place of bass-

woods," or as our venerable ex-President Van Buren has

it, at " Lindenwuld." As to the origin of the name

" Buffalo," 1 am as much in the dark as your correspond-

ent.

«GA-1-Wr-U."

Another communication to the Commercial Advertiser

was published about the same date, from which the fol-

lowing is an extract:

"Taking it for granted that the inquiry as to the origin and

meaning of the name Tu-shu-way, was made with a desire

for information, I cheerfully contribute what little I pos-

sess to throw light ,upon tlie early history of our city,

connected as it is with history of a noble race, fast sink,

ing into oblivion, and whose unwritten history lingers

only in the recollection of a few survivors of the once

powerful 'Six Nations.' Although the different tribes

composing that great confederacy spoke different dialects,

it is evident they sprang from the same original source.

" Hence it is not unlikely that the names of places giv-

en by former tribes, may have been retained by the Sen-

ecas, and thus their original signification lost.
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'Tho occupation orsottlomont of Butnilo hy tl.o Sen-
eca8, ,8 of co,n,.arativeIy recent date. TI.e I.uliun tradi-
tion m that the Erio8, a povverfnl and warlike nation who
ro.s.de<l npon the south shore of our hikes, with other con.
loderate tnhes here, and on the Eighteen Mlo and perhaps
Cat araugus creeks were overthrown hy a numerous war
F'^nyot the Six Nations, in a f^reat battle fought at, ornear the outlet of the Ilonoyoye lake ir. (now) Ontario
county lhetli,d.t of the Eries and .heir alliosinunedi.
etely h.llowed. They were pursued by the victorious
warriors ot the Six Nations, for live months, and were
driven beyond the Mississippi.

" The occui,ation of this locality by the Senecas, fol-
lowed these events.

"When they arrived here they found huts, or houses,
covered with basswood bark. This tree has the peculiar-
1 y of be.n^. easily peeled at all seasons of the year, and
the wood was used for canoes, and on these accounts it
assu.ned an importance in the eyes of the aboriginal set-
tler, equal to that of a stone quarry or an extensive
pinery to the pioneers of our early settlements in more
civU„od hfe. This to them, in.portant characteristic,
was seized upon and probably stood prominent among the
inducements to imigrate hither.

"The name Te-osah-way, is a compound word signifi-
cant ot this fact. It is not literally osah, basswood' nor
cush-nah, bark, as some contend, but Te osah-way that iswhere basswood is, or the place of basswood.l-J

'' The Senecas were conversant with^tlie fact, that the
Buffalo formerly visited the "salt lick " or spring, on the
bank of the creek in this vicinity, and hence they called
Buffalo creek Tick-e-ack-gou-ga-haunda, and Buffalo vil-

.jnifli^
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-I
fer'l

,;;»-, '.

j.l, -

i M

1,

]age Tick-e-ack-gou-ga Bat Te-osali-way was the earlier

desio-nation, and probably originated in the name I have

suggested. Kl-EU-WxV-NA."

A communication from " Q,"' the author of the original

inquiry, appeared in the Commercial Advertiser, soon

after the publication of the foregoing, from which I make

the following extracts

:

"]\Ir. Editor :—I have been much interested in the re-

spective attempts of my brothers, Ogema, Ki eu-wa-na

and Ga-i-wi-u to throw light in answer to my inquiry

upon the meaning of the Indian name of Buffalo Creek,

written by me To-se-oway ; that being the designation

upon Joseph and Benjamin Ellicott's map of the Hol-

land ]iurchase, published in 1800.

'• Although my brothers do not quite agree in their

orthography, there seems to be no essential difference

between them. The word as written by Ga-i-wi-u is Ti-

you-seo-wa which orthography I prefer to that of Tu-shu-

wav or Do-yo-wa. The former when properly pronounc-

ed, has the sonorous and musical pronunciation of the

Seneca tongue.

" Ogema and Ivi-eu-wa-na who are independent wit-

nesses, have undoubtedly arrived at the true meaning of

the word which has reference to the basswood, which has

formerly lined the banks of the creek. The primitive

meaning is " among the basswoods.

'

'• Oii-ema and Ki-eu-wa-na differ in their explanation

of the" origin of the name of Builalo. The former has

made too large draughts upon fiction, to entitle his legend

to credit, and thereby throws doubt upon the existence of

any such " chronicle" as he refers to. The statement of

Ki-eu-wa-na is more plausible, showing that our creek

ters, i
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aa,l tI,o neighbonng Indian village were named by tlio

well-known ' Ijck ' on its banks.
"History establisl.es tl,e fact that tl.eso animals for-merly ranged as &,• east as the St. Lawrence." Q-Um last state,„ent of Q, is nndoubtedly a mistake

".to winch be bas been led as others have been by t^^
.'

ing tl.c journal of Father la Moine, of „ jonr'eyl
r^ !'""]

."f-
'» "- village of the Ono'ndaga

, ,
It^oi, n, wiMch be speaks of a herd of "wild cows "

that
.0 saw on the ba,d.s of the Elver St. Lawrence, a,>oveZ
•I ..In hve or s,.x bnndrcd in one drove, bnt they wereunJonbtedly nK.„so or elks. For on bis retnrn vova"

1.0 says nnder date of September 4tb (of the same j'car)'
Iravelmg through vast prairies, we saw in divers .inaltors .nnnense herds of wild bulls and cows. Their horns

icson.ble m some respect, the antlers of the sta.. " Of
course they were either elks or moose. In auothe place- s.a.vs, '. Droves of twenty cows plunged into the wa,
.^» .t to meet ns. Sou.e were killed tor the sake ofamuseu,ent wUb blows of an axe." Perhaps it is no
...".- »n..-.s.ng that tho n,„ose were once so plenty
V .ore now they are nnknown, than that bnflaloes shouldhave once roan.ed over the spot where we now dwell

a.Kl lei then, bones .as the only n,emorial of their presence
.n...gled with those of o.ber anbnals, about the salt letOnr.e Sulphur Spring,) in our innnedia.e vicinit;.
lint as has been nlrca.ly observed, .loubts have been enter-
tanred and expressed, as to the truth or probability of
lie statements upon which the theory as to the orb-in of

l>.lity of the trad,t,on of tho India.is o,. that subject
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These doubts ai-e predicated upon the insufficiency of

the " evidence that the Buffalo, in liis wild state, was

ever found in Western New York ;

" that none of the

early visitors to this region, who have left a record of

their travels, saw them ; that the great prairies of the

West being " bis native haunts," he was never found in

this region.

Let us examine these two classes of objections in a

spirit of candor, and see whether they are entitled to tbe

weight given them by those who have examined the sub-

ject with perhaps ecpal candor and intelligence. In re-

gard to the first class of objections, if it is intended to

assnme that there is no recorded evidence of the fact

that buffaloes were seen bere by those who made the

record, it is undoubtedly true ; but it by no means fol-

lows that there is no reliable evidence of the fact. The

nature of the case precludes the possibility of such testi-

moay ; and if we show that we have the best evidence

that the nature of the case admits of, and that it all con-

curs in establishing the truth of the Indian tradition that

the buffalo, in his wild state, visited the salt lick upon

the banks of our Creek, then the statement of our oldest

Indian residents, made in 1820, is entitled to rank as

" reliable testimony."

I consulted the oldest men (of the Senecas) living in

1820, as to their own knowledge and belief on the sub-

ject. They liad no doubt of the fact, though none of

them pretended to have seen them here. They assured

me that, within their own recollection, the bones of the

buffalo, with those of other herbiverous animals which

had been killed by the wolves, panthers, and other car-

nivorous bea*t« that resorted hither in pursuit of their
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prey, wei^ found at the salt lick. When asked as to thepenod_ when buffaloes were seen here, they fixed t\eime :n round numbers, at one hundred years before

In tLT'^f'
would be in 1720. It is not probable

Imt the buffalo ranged as far east as this long after the
ntroduct,on and general use of fi.e-anns amon. theroauo.,or Six Nations, which was probably prL-o

tt^B d,,e; and as they only visited this locamy\.t par-ticular seasons of the year, and being a very shv anirn^
particuharly when solitary or not in herds, they I Jeasdy ...ghtened away, perhaps not to re'turn,'eve: te!^!

I60O o 60, as we find it was made a subject of com-plamt by the French government in Canacla that tL^nghsh or Dutch, in |gw York, were furnishing armsand an.munmon to th^roquois, which enabled ^,em tocanyon a destructive war against the western nationswho claimed French protection.
'

It could not be expected, therefore, that the first Euro-peans who visited here would find the buffalo. He had
previously been driven from this locality, which may
never have been his permanent residence. It is ad-
mitted, I believe, that within the recollection of personsnow hving, the buffalo has " been seen in his wild state "
m Oluo, probably within less than two hundred miles of
tl;|s city. Mr. Thomas Moorhead, a resident of Zanes-
viiJe writes thus, under date of Februarv 13th, 1863 •

Capt. Ross, who has lived here fift/.five years, says
that Ebenezer and James Ryan often talked with him 'ofhaving killed buffaloes on the branch of Will's Creek
which is Btill called the 'Buffalo Fork,' twentv miles'
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east of Zanesvillo. The liyans were Iiulian lighters,

and this must have been before Wayne's treaty. Buttalo

' beats ' are freciuent on tlie ridges between this place

and Marietta— at least, tiiere are several of those

' beats.'
''

In view of these facts, it would be extraordinary, in-

deed, if, in the absence of civilization, or any natural

obstacle to ojipose or hinder his progress, tlie buffalo

should not range as far east as this, and even farther, for

there is nothing in the nature of the country or its cli-

mate to prevent, as we shall abundantly show. Early

travellers, almost without exception, speak of the buftalo

as being abundant on the south shore of Lake Erie.

The j'.urney of La Salle from the Illinois River to

l^iuebec, in the winter of 1^)80, must have carried him

through what are now the SUtes of Illinois, Luliana,

Ohio, Western ^'irginia,and a™rt of rennsylvania and

Western New York. But he evidently kept to the south

of the shore of Lake Erie. He gives a list of the ani-

mals that inhabited the region through which he i^assed.

lie says

:

-The mountains are covered with bears, stags, wld

goats, turkey cocks and wolves, who are so lierce as

hardlv to be frightened at our guns. The wild bulls are

grown somewhat scarce, since the Illinois have been at

war with their neighbors, (the Iroquois) for now all par-

ties are continually a hunting of them.''

La Ilontau, who accompanied an expedition of the Il-

linois against the Irocpiois, in IGST-S, coasted down the

south slioro of Lake Erie. He says

:

"The Lake Erie is justly distinguished with the illus-

trious namu of Conti— a French Governor— for as"

##
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«"redl^ ,t :8 the iinest lake upon earth. Yon nuav jud^e
ot tbe goocnes. of the clin.ate fro.r the latitud; of thecountnes which surround it. I cannot express what vast
quantities of deer and turkeys are to be found in thosewoods and m the vast n.eadows that lie upon the south
Kle of tl^ uke. At the botto.n of the like (Fond duLac) we hnd wild beeves, upon the banks of two riversha d,sembogue into it, without cataracts or rapid cur-
ent.. Ihe banks of the lake are commonlv frequented
by none but warriors, whether the Iroquois/the Illinois- ^e 0,a,anues, &c., and it i. veiy dangerous to stop
i.t e. hy tins means it cunies to pass that stags, roe-
bucks and turkeys, run in great bodies up ami down the
shore all round the lake.

" In former times the Errinons and the Andastao-uere-
"ons lived upon the confines of this lake, but the^^vere
extu-pated by the Iroquois, as well as other nations
marked upon the map."

Charlevoix, who made the journey from Quebec to the
Mississippi in 1721, Hallowing nearly the route of La
balle m IG.O, m describing the journey across Lake On-
tario, savs

:

;'
Y."

i»ten.led to go into the Elver aux Boeufs, (Buf-
falo River) but we found the stream shut up bv the
sands which often happens to the little rivers that empty
into the lakes. About two in the afternoon we entered
into the River Niagara, ibrmed by the great tall, which
i sliail mention presently.*'

After describing the passage up the river to a point
beyond which tU^y could not go with their boat, and
their visit on f ...t to the falls, and passage up the river
to the rapids, at «-hat is now Black Rock, he proceeds •
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" I dcimrted ou the 27th of May, 1721, from the en-

trance of the Lake Eric. The route is to keep the north

coast. Lake Erie is a hundred leagues long from east

to west ; its breadth from north to south is about thirty.

The name it bears is that of a nation of the Huron lan-

guage settled on its borders, and which the Iroquois have

entirely destroyed. Erie means Cat. The Eries are

named in some of the ' Kelations,' the Nation of the

Cat.

" The 2Sth 1 went nineteen leagues, and found myself

over again^jt the great (Grand) river which comes from

the east, in forty-two degrees Hfteen minutes. The first

of June, being Whit-Sunday, after going up a pretty

rivev almost an hour, which comes from a great way and

runs between two fine meadows, we made a portage of

about sixty paces, to escape going round a point which

advances fifteen leagues into the lake ; they call it

' Long Point.' It is very sandy, and produces naturally

many vines. At every place where 1 landed, I was en-

chanted with the beauty and variety of he landscape,

bounded by the finest forests in the world. Eesides

this, water-fowl swarmed everywhere.

"I cannot say there is such a plenty of game in the

woods, but I know that on the south side of the lake

there are vast herds of wild cattle. On the 4th (of

June) we were stopped a good part of the day on a

point which runs tiirce leagues north and south, which

they call Point Pelee. There are many bears in this

country ; and last winter they killed, on Point Pelee

alone, above four hundred."

This was a great crossing place for several kinds of

animals, as well as wild turkeys— passing from island
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to island on the ice in winter n.if] K^r fl; i <•

in summer. ' ^^ ^'^^'^ °' swimming

oc the Illuics, and passed d„,™ that tortuous stream

"The meadows here extend hevond the ei^ht i„
- .ch the buftulo go i„ herds of t™ or thleo a redEverywhere we ,„et with paths that are as beat astl^ey ean be in the most p„p„,„„s countries; j-e Ittin!passes through theu> but buffaloes."

°

Thus far we have the evideuoe of the earlv Freueh

Ibo'tmi
'°" "" """' ^"°" °f ^"''^ ^™ """"to

We will „ow proeeed to examine the evidence derived

(17^1.) I have already produced evidence of the ,>reaence of the buffalo i„ the south-eastern part of Ohril

ttr'Trt"';^"^^"""' '" "'^ "--'J 'f "'« fl.' set

bXiI'""
""""-"^""""^ "- »' *-- of the

JUr. ri.omas Ashe, in a letter dated at Erie, Pa, afterhad made a unnu.e e..a„,iuatio„ of the head wa'ter
the Allegany and Mouongahela Elvers, in 1S06. .ivesthe fellowmg stateu,ent „f aa old n.au, one of the fir
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settlers in that country, who built a log house, or hut,

upon the borders of a salt spring, or lick :

" Ho informed nie that, for several seasons, the buffa-

loes paid him their visits with the utmost regularity.

They traveled in single file, always following each other

at equal distances, forming droves, on their arrival, of

about three hundred each. The first and second year, so

unacquainted were these poor brutes with the use of

this man's house or his nature, that in a few hours they

rubbed the house completely down, taking delight in

turning the logs off with their horns, while he had some

difficuUy to escape being trampled under their feet, or

being crushed in his own ruins. At that period he sup-

posed there could not be less than ten thousand in the

neighborhood of the springs. Tliey sought for no mau-

ner°of food, but bathed and drank three or four times a

day, and rolled in the earth, or mud, or reposed with

their flanks distended in the adjacent shades, and on the

the fifth or sixth day separated into distinct droves,

bathed, drank, and departed in single files, according to

the exact order of their arrival. They all rolled succes-

sively in the same hole, and each thus carried away a

coat of mud, to preserve the moisture of the skin, which,

when hardened and baked in the sun, would resist the

stings of millions of insects that otherwise would perse-

cute these peaceful travelers to madness, or even to

death.

" In the first and second years the old man, with some

companions, killed six or seven hundred of these noble

creatures, merely for the sake of their skins, which to

them were only worth two shillings each
;
and after this

work of death, they were obliged to leave the place till
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tlio tullowiiig season, or till the wolves boars nnnH

year, the samo person, Wik.1 j-rea. nu.ubers „„t of tbfflrat droves that arrived, skinned tl.om, and left their^od,es exposed to the s,m and air. But they on Idreason to repent of tin-s, for the remaini„/d.,ves as

aieu and p, t.id bodies, sorrowfnily moaned or fnrion.lv

an s al „„,, „,t,,„,„ ..^.^^ ^|,^.. , ^^^^__ .^^

n

I.el. ng the m.pregnated earth, which was also once thJrnost agreeable occnpation. Nor did they or 1 ";
«ho,r race ever visit the neigbI„rhood again'"

'

There are „„n,erous salt springs, or licks, both in the

»o.e dee. l.cks." It was in the vicinity of one of thesepnngs .n western Pennsylvania, p,„bably not ove nehnndred „„ es iron, this city, where thi "old n,an°s

°

cabn. was located. If he was seven.v-five
3 ears oldwl.en he ,na,lc this staten.ent to Mr. Ashe in ]SOfi

»ay..t.dateof.hee..od„softbeb:'^;d:r^^^^

Xhue ,» no donbt of their (the bnliUlo) travcrsin.,
e whole State of Ohio easterly into Pennsy va i. , dhe nonhen, portion of JTaw Tork, in the earh sta^e of ourhistory, or as late as the year 1 760

"

the"i""T !°
^""""'^ '" '''" ' ''»™ ^-" '""ny ofthe old .nhabuants wl,o Lave killed then, and eaten „
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I

I I

tlicir liesh. Tlio licsli ct tlio I'ut euw bultiilc was cunhid-

crod to 1)0 better tliiin tluit of doinestic cuttle.

•' Near the vicinity of Salt Sin-ings, their putiin or roads

were very dibtiiict and plain, after 1 eanie to Ohio: and

to this day on the hills are larj^'o piuches of ground, des-

titute of l.u.slios or treeis where thoy used to cougre^Mvte,

to stamp otf the Hies, digging the surface into deep hol-

lows, called -bntialo stump-"' The forests here were

very open and iilled with ricli pea-vines, and butVulo do

ver, a variety between the white arid red kinds of our

day."

Mr. Albert (iiillatiiu when a\niing man, was employed

as a surveyor in Western Virginia, and made the ques-

tion of the eastern range of the bnlialo, a subject of in-

vestigation and study. Ho has given the result of this

investigation in an article furnished forpnblication in the

transactions of the American Ethnological Society, Vol.^

2, page 50. In his introduction, he says, - Colonies of

the butialoes had traversed the Mississippi, and were at

onetime abundant in the forest country between, the

lakes and the Tennessee Kiver, south of which I do not

believe they were ever seen. The name of ' Buttalu

Creek,' between Pittsburg and Wheeling proves that tbey

had spread thus far eastwar.lly, when that country wat-^

first visited by the Anglo-Americans.

"In my time, 1784-5, they were abundant on the

south side of the Ohio, between the Great and Little

Kenawha. I have, during eight months, lived princi-

pally on their flesh. The American settlements have of

course destroyed them and not one is now seen east of

tke Mississippi. They had also, at a former period, pen-

etrated east of the Allegany Mountains. Uut 1 have
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Ji'vei. rupja-ars l.y tho p.-blicutio,. of the VVcstovlpapers, that u.s Into as tl.o v.ar 17>N tl.ov v .
r'/j i> 1 . ,

' ^i^'^ tiiey were toiind >v

ji/c/t!:,;;;;:'
v'"'"' '""•

''^ •'"' "•

Ilosava:
' ^"*-'K«'*ti™ is nwulc,

"I iiiivo l„ul ncciisi,,,, to olHono tluit „il urn- cirl^-'""""^ ""J .l.o»e beet aoa„ai„tcd with ,!,„ I,„|- 1 , ; ,

gave an Indian name oCanv stivun l,„f ,
'"" """'

f.iro^I
'"'"",7 """" """"'""^ '"'^•'= '" '"'"« "' ' D"f-LUoUeelc m (lie same man ner."

Tlioro are aljnn.iant anti.oiities tliat m!,.ht 1,„ „„„,„,,
.oshoylnUtl,eb„,ndowasf„nna„„ti' 'otPen„s,lvan,a, Kentuek,- and otl.c- adjoiningSttes bmin onr own State. ° auies, mit

TI,o,„as Morton, one of tlie earl^- settle™ of New En.^-i, n, b. « New Kngli.,, Canaan," j„.bli,.„.r. : ^^

.'^J'Zr^'"":'"'
''"" "'^° "'"''» doseription of

,° 1 °f "-el-grown beast., tbat live aboat ,l,o
'

t. ot tins Lake Eroeoiso, (now Lake Ontario) sncl, atl.0 Cla,.tu.n world, until this di.eovory, ha.l, ,o,

M
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made acquainted with. These beasts are of the bigness

of a cowe, their flesli being very good food, their hides

good leather, their fleeces very useful, being a kind of

woolle, and the salvages do make garments thereof."

We have already mentioned that Charleviox speaks of

the Eivere aux Eoeuf, (or Buffalo Creek), now " Oak

Orchard Creek," a few miles east of the entrance to the

Niagara, on Lake Ontario, in 1721. Its name was un-

doubtedly derived in the same way as our own Buffalo

Creek, but had not the means of perpetuating the name

by being the location of an aboriginal city; and had it

not been for this early record, it would not now be known

that it ever bore the name, as it is not known to the pres-

ent inhabitants of that locality, as 1 have taken some

pains to ascertain.

DoctoV Kichardson, in his Fauna-Boreali Americana

in a compendious history of the former range of the buf-

falo, or American bison, says :

' " At the period when Europeans began to form settle-

ments in North America, this animal was occasionally

met with on the Atlantic coast. But even then it ap-

pears to have been rare to the eastward of the Apalach-

ian mountains, for Lawson has thought it to be a fact

worth recording, that two were killed in one year on the

Appomattox, a branch of the James River ; and Warden

mentions that at no distant date herds of them existed in

the western parts of Pennsylvania, and that as late as

176G they were pretty numerous in Kentucky. Great

Slave Lake was at one time the northern boundary of

their range (in the fur region) ; but of late years, accord-

ing to the testimony of the natives, they have taken pos-

session of the limestone district, on the north side of that

t
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lake, and have wandorprl t« +1 • • .

grees. ^ ^^° °' sixty-fonr de-

the biscl ' ™'' '" "'^ ""• ^°"""-'- 'i.ited b,.

" In the eomparativelv level ti-ir-fc ti

rie land, „„ wl.li, „,e,. i„d !„« .^ " """"'' '""'

al«o many ,„arshes ov rg,.„„-„" , . | 1 1, '" ,""""'7' '""'

eies, w,.,-c,. snpplie. .„e,r, ., , ;;':«:,:"' "'"
and lates also abonnd on ,l,o confi,! of u.o r 'T"^'and tliere are RPv.n.ni n ,

"^^ *^^ ^^'« ^'^e stone,

bison JsZti:LT::r ^"" ^"'•"s^ '>"-

D.- 7!i„ V " "" ''^""""'^ »' tl'e year "

'TJie bisons are trnlj a wanderincr vnpp ti •

tives of restlessness bein. either Z^ ."''""*

ters,orchano.e of pastui^ !
^^'^tiu-bance from hnn-

search of sal f , ,

^'^'*"''' ('^"^^' '^« ^n'gl't have added,'.trticu or salt Jicks or snririrrc!\ ti.. i

'
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by M. DeVaiidrael, under date of 1718, it is said :
" Buf-

faloes abound on the south shore of Lake Erie, bnt not

on the north." Again : "Thirty leagues up the Mianiie

Elver, at a place called La Glaize, buffaloes are always

found." He also speaks of the " Kiver-aux-broufs " on

Lake Ontario, in this State, which was mentioned by

Charlevoix.

It is hardly necessary to accumulate testimony on this

branch of our subject, which might be done almost in-

definitely. It will be readily seen, that any argument,

built upon the hypothesis, that the buffalo in his wild

state, .was tiever tbuiul in Western New York, or that he

would not voluntarily live, even temporarily, in a climate

like ours, or that his native haunt, was confined to the

great prairies of the West, will be found to b3 untenable.

That he ranged over a vast extent of country when un-

disturbed, and no natural obstacles obstructed his way,

is proved by all history and observation.

All accounts agree in representing the buffalo to be a

great traveller. Nothwithstanding his enormous and

apparently unweildy body, and comparatively small

limbs. He has wonderful powers of endurance, and a

speed nearly equal to that of an ordinary horse. " Of

all animals," says Irving, "a buffalo, when closely press-

ed by the hunter, has an aspect the most diabolical. His

two short black liorns, curve out of a huge frontlet of

shaggy hair, his mouth is open, his tongue parclied and

drawn up into a half crescent, his eyes glow like coals of

fire, his tail is erect, tufted and wliisking about in the air,

lie is a perfect picture of mingled rage and terror."

Godman says :

" They have been seen in herds of three, four and five
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tlK^^sand, l,,„cfc.„i„g ti,„ ,,,ai„s as far as „.e eye couldV ew. fe„,„e travellers are of ti.o opinion tl.at they Inveso as,„.„y as eight or ten thousand i„ thesa,:i erfIhe buffalo *as lor.uerly foun,l throughout the wholetermory of the United States, with the e:ceptio o |^pat-t east of the Hudson River and Lake Chan,2i" id

He:;:::-
^"''" - '^<= ^tlantle aud the' o!^;"^

These are hy „o tuenns all the evidences goiu.^ tosusta.
,
the Indian tradition, that the buflido it his IZesta e was once a visiter at least.'iu this lecalitv

1
robal le, for the reason suggested, that he had been then

j^»
1.0 K,beeu since, driven fro. dl his ancient hauts'

cnl .at.ou be„,g flreanns in the bauds of the Iroquois•>nd the only n.e.uorial he left hero was his blcaSbones around the "silt l;,.l-''„,., I i i
'»

o'oacmug

Creek."
"n the banks of the " Bufialo

But the bnflaloes like their coteutporaries, the abori.™. .nhab,tants of this continent. Ire a doou e racf

!

Toy have been driven little by little front all the,, „:cent haunts or homes, even their bones have decavedout ot our s,ght, and it is even uow qucstioued, wbXrore w.as ever a buHalo here ! But when the last of hisrace shall hav^3 snub down in silence and solitude in
.10 naccess.ble gorges of the Rocky tnountains, or intl^taroft cod sterile regions of the North, here shall
flo«r,sh ,n all ,ts lite, its activity, and its beauty, a uton-
uttton, to perpetuate his nte.uory, and his ua, e, .andcay ,t down the rapid slrean, of time, through all gen-
erations ot tnou who shall inhabit the citv of Buffalo
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The following letter of an edncatetl Seneca Chief, liv-

ing upon the (Jattaraugus Reservation, is inserted as cor-

roborative of the views entertained by the author, was

written in 1861

:

LETTER OF N. PARKER TO 0. 11, MARSHALL, ESQ., BUFFALO.

" As my name is mentioned in tlie reply of Mr. AVright

to yours of the 19th June last, 1 would say that I do not

wish that statement shoiild take the precedence of his

answer, although it is stflnewhat similar, though differing

from him a little on the original spelling of the w^ord or

name. Originally, as I am informed, the name was spo-

ken thus,— 'De-dyosyo-oh,' being similar to 'Ti-hose-

ro-ron,' which as I believe, must have been understood

and written by the one who wrote the the treaty, for 'De-

dyo-syo-oh,' and from this I infer that it is a Seneca word,

instead of Mohawk. The name ' De-dyo-syo-oh '
means

basswood surrounding a thing—that is, basswood sprouts

that grew around stumps of the same kind in great abun-

dance, that lined the banks of the creek near its mouth.

" As for the name ' Buffalo,' I am informed that the

Indians, in their hunting excursions from the East, to the

vicinity of Buffalo City, say that there was plenty of

buffalo in the western part of the State, and that their

principal place of resort was at a lick in the bed of the

creek, just above the Sulphur Springs, on the Buffalo

Creek, and that at that place was the tirst settlement of

the Indians,

''Soon after their settlement there, the French came

among them, and they were informed that there was a

lick there which had been a great resort for the bufJjilo.
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Yours, &c.,

N. H. PAKKEK.
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As illustrative of the period of history upon which we

are now engaged, the followhig extract of a letter, and

a journal of the Rev. Samuel Kirkland, of a journey he

made to Buffalo Creek at the request and under the in-

structions of Gov. Clinton, in 178S, are here inserted :

EXTRA(JTS I'KOM A I.KTTER OF MISS I'DWELL, DURING A TOUR

FROM MONTREAL TO DETROIT, IN MAY, 1785.

"Fort Niagara is by no means pleasantly situated. It

is built close upon the lake which gains upon it so fast that

in a few years they must be overflowed. There however,

we passed some days very agreeably, at the liouse of a

Mr. Hamilton, a sensible, worthy man. Mrs. Hamilton

is an amiable, sweet little woman ; I regretted very much

she did not live at Detroit, instead of at Niagara. We
received the most polite attention from Col. Hunter, the

commanding oflicer, and all his oflicers.

" Lord Edward Fitzgerald had been some months at

Niagara before us, and was making excursions among the

Indians, of whose society ho seems particularly fond,

Joseph Brant, a celebrated Indian Chief, lives in that

neighborhood. Lord Edward had spent soyie days at his

house, and seemed charmed with his visit.

" Brant returned to Niagara with his Lordship. He was
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devil, out of respect to Cnpt. Watson, to whom tlio horse

liad onco belonged, a circunistanco which iiKtreascd my
compassion, for of all men living Watson was the most

compassionate, and in the condition the animal was,

would as soon have attempted to carry as to drive him.

It was not to be borne, so we took one of the horses from

the cart the children and servants were in, and made the

best of the way alter the party. The afternoon was

wearing away and this was the only opportunity we should

have of seeing the falls. All our party collected together

about half a mile above the i'alls and walked down to

them. I was in ra])tures all the way. The falls 1 had

heard of forever, but no one had mentioned the ra]>ids !

For half a mile the river comes foaming down im-

mense rocks, some of them forming cascades thirty or

forty feet high. The banks are covered with woods,

as arc a number of islands, some of them very high out

of the water. One in the center of the river rnns out

into a point and seems to divide the falls (which would

be o<-herwise quite across the river) into the form of a

crescent. I believe no mind can form an idea of the im-

mensity of the body of water, or the rapidity with which

it hurries down. The height is one hundred and eighty

feet, and long before it reaches the bottom it looses all

appearance of a liquid. The spray rises like light sum-

mer clouds, and when the rays of the sun are so reflected

through it they form innumerable rainbows, but the sun

Avas not in a situation to show this effect when we were

there. One thing I could find no one to explain to me,

which is, the stillness of the river at the bottom of the

falls. It is smooth as a lake for half a mile, deep,

and narrow, the banks very high with trees hanging over

them.
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are very exact in amin^'iiijj; tlioii- i>niiimuntri, iiiul not a

little whiiiisiciil. I uiii told one of these t'ellowa will bo

on hour or two in painting liiri lace ; and when any ono

else would think him bullicieiitly honil.le, some new con-

ceit will strike him, and he will wasli it all ofV and begin

agani.

"The women dress witli nnji-e fiinii>licity than the men,

at least all that 1 have seen ; but at thiH meeting there

were not nuxny of the fair sex. Some old iM^uaws, who

sat in council, were present, and also a few young ones,

to dress the provisions; for their groat men, as well ns

those of our world, like a good dinner after spending

their lungs for the good of their country.

" We saw some of the ti«pnnvs em])l(iyed in taking fish

in a basket. A gentlenmn ot our jiarty took the basket

from one of them, and attempted to catch the fish as she

did, but failing, they laughed at his want of dexterity^

One young squaw sat in a tent,M-eavinga sort of worsted

garment intermixed with beads. I suppose she was a

lady of distinction, for her ears were bored in four ditfer-

ent places, with ear rings in them all. She would not

speak English, but seemed to understand what we said

to her. A gentleman introduced Mrs. Powell and me as

white squaws, begging her to gO on with her work, as

we wished to see how it was done. She conqdied imme-

diately, with great dignity, taking no more notice of us

than if we were posts — a proof of her good breeding.

" We then went up to a very beautiful spot. The tall

trees were in full leaf, and the ground covered with wild

flowers ; and were seated on a log in the centre, where

wo could see all that passed. Upwards of two hundred

chiefs were assembled and seated in proper order. They
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but little did T expect the elegance with which he ad-

dressed me. The Prince of Wale? does not bow with

more grace than Capt. David. lie spoke English with

propriety, and returned all the compliments paid him

with ease and politeness. As he was not only the hand-

somest, but the best dressed man I saw, 1 will endeavor

to describe him. His person is tall and fine as it is pos-

sible to imagine; his features handsome and regular,

with a countenance of much softness ; his complexion

not disagreeably dark ; and I really believe he washes

his face, for it appeared perfectly clean and free from

paint. His hair was shaved off, except a little on the top

of his heat!, to which his ornaments were fastened ;
and

his head and ears were painted a dowing red. Eound

his head was fastened a fillet of highly polished silver.

From the left temple hung t^'.-o straps of black velvet,

covered with silver beads and brooches. On tiie top of

liis head was pi iced a fox-tail feather, which bowed to

tiie wind, as did two black ones, one in each ear. A

pair of immense ear rings, which hung below his shoul-

ders, compn^.ted his head-dress, which I assure you was

not unbecoir.ing, though, I must confess, somewhat fan-

tastical. His dress was a shirt of colored calico— the

neck and shoulders covered so thick w.itli silver brooches

as to have the appearance of a let— and his sleeves

were much like those the ladies wore when I left Eng-

land, iastened about the arm with a broad bracelet of

highly polistied silver, engraved with the arms of Eng-

land ; four smaller bracelets round his wrists, of the same

material ; and around his waist a large scarf of very

dark colored stuff, lined with ecarlet, which liung to his

feet. One part of thi^ scarf he generally drew over his
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passage in Esquire Phelps's boats which I had detained

two days at Armstrong's for the purpose, and by the

Governor's direction.

'' 29th.— This day overtook the party of Senelcas on

the Onondaga River, who have have lately attended the

Governor's treaty at Fort Stauwix. They had been de-

tained here several days, by one of their party being

Tery sick. They requested rne not to leave them in their

distress as they were short of provisions and upwards of

thirty in number. 1 iininediately dealt out a part of my

store of bread and meat to them and encouraged them to

come on the next day with their light canoes and over-

take me at the Cross Lake, and I would see them safe to

Kanadasegea.

" 30th.— This morning very early, the party of Sene-

kas came up with us.

''Oct. 4th.— Arrived at Kanadesegea. Here met

with a number of Senekas and Cayogas, who were wait-

ing at this place for the return of the party which had at-

tended the Governor's treaty, and had accompanied me

from the Onondaga River. There were also several

Onondagos on the ground who had lately come from Fort

gtanwix, and bound to Buifalo Creek. Our reception was

various ; some welcomed our arrival witli every expres-

sion of joy—others looked upon us with a jealous and

envious eye
;
particularly one Jack Berry, gave out some

threats against the party of Senekas who had attended

Ihe Governor's treaty, as having disobeyed the chiefs.

« (jth.— 1 was informed by Capt. Noble, of Shetiield,

(one of Esq. Phelps's agents) and some of the Indians of

the measures taken by the anti-government party to pre-

vent the Indians going down to the Goveruor's treaty at
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quested me to go mjself to Bufliilu Creek and inform tlie

chiefs there of the real state of things, and put their

minds right ; that a i)arty 8i)int had gained sncli an influ-

ence among them that no verbal message would effect the

purpose; he also advised me not to speak freely upon

this subject indiscriminately while on that ground. The
Seneka warrior called the Infant, (son of the old chief

Sagwayeengwalaghton) and who had ever Ijeen the most

active person in the anti governmental party, now declared

that he would have notliing more to do with that party,

and soon gave out publicly, that he was determined at

all events to accompany the first Indians that should go

down to Albany the ensuing winter.

" A young Cayoga, belonging to one of the principal

families of that tribe, asked me if it was my real opinion

that the Governor of New York would hold a treaty with

them. He then expressed himself tiiat the sum ol his

wish for the good of his nation was to have one township

instead of one mile square of land reserved for their use.

"9th.— The Indian arrived witii the belt and speech

to the Senekas, &c., the import of which soon spread

through the camp and occasioned a change of counte-

nances, and no small stir.

"11th, Saturday.— I was this day informed that

Mons'r DeBarge was to set out the next day for Buffalo

Creek and take with him the Infant and the Seneka In-

dian who was intrusted with the Governor's message, and

. if necessary to extend their journey to Niagara with a

letter from Col. J\lc —n' to my friend Col. B. It was

carefully reported that the Governor's message might pro-

duce some revolution among the Indians unfavorable to

Mr. L—u's interest, and the Infant would soon disaffect
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"There were some unjust and cruel reflections cast

upon the Governor, in his late negotiations with the

Onondiigos, that the treaty was partial ; that lie has

taken advantage of the absence of many of their chiefs.

After a long and minute explanation of the settlement

made at FortStanwix, Imadethe following short address

to them :

" My Children :— I always speak freely with you on

every subject which I think concerns your interest ; I

have heard the voice of the birds since I have been

amongjou—by the voice, 'tis an evil bird ; let me cau-

tion you against listening to such reports. I am sorry to

tell you I have heard, since I have been among you, evil

things spoken of Governor Clinton and his treaty at Fort

Stanwix. They are most unjust and unreasonable; such

as no good man could possibly report unless thro' en-

tire ignorance. Let me ask you, did he not repeatedly

send the invitation belt, even to Buffalo Creek, and come

himself all the way from New York to Fort Stanwix, and

then wait many days and weeks in expectation of your

arrival— and excused all this patience, too, out of re-

gard for your good ? How ungenerous is it to suggest

the idea, as though the Governor chose a partial treaty.

But you yourselves, my children, know whence these

reports originated. Be carcinl therefore, how you reflect

on those who have authority ; for all their transactions of

a public nature must stand immovable, because tlie voice

of the whole is in them. But the designs of evil minded

persons, individuals, so soon as they come to light are

blown away ; they cannot stand before the light and

power of the chiefs, not a moment. Be patient, and

liarken to good counsel, and all your public concerns will,

by and by, be adjusted to yonr satisfaction.
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and that two or three coimnissioncrs would answer every

purpose which the State could wish, for a general settle-

ment witli the Indians.

" Saturday, 25th.— Left Niagara for Buffalo Creek.

Was advised to travel on the west side of the river, as

some of the Buffalo Indians were expected to be on their

way to Niagara, by way of Fort Erie, particularly the

chief called Skendyoughwatti, and the second man of

influence and character among the Senecas at the Buffa-

loe. This man I was advised by all means to see and

have conversation with.

"27th.— Met with the above mentioned chief near

Fort Erie, with whom 1 had an agreeable conversation,

and, 1 believe, to a very good purpose. Here detained

several days, by not having a pass. "Was obliged to liiro

an express all the way from tliis to Niagara, to procure

one.

" 31st.—Early this morning reached the capital village

on the Buffaloe. The chief sachem, called in English

Farmers Brother, (alias Oghwaiyewas) immediately sent

off runners to the Onondaga and Cayuga settlements,

and assembled the Indians before noon, when I was in-

troduced and delivered my message, and continued in

council with a small number till near midnight. The
Onondagas were desired by the Farmers Brother to at- .

tend again the next day, early in the morning. To re-

move some difliculties that seemed to be in the minds of

the Indians, and some xmreasonable reflections cast

upon the treaty at Fort Stanwix as partial, I thought

myself justified in making the following addition to the

Governor's invitation belt

:

" Sachems and Warkioks :—Be assured that it was not
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lie council — their council lire being extinguislied, ac-

cording to ancient usage, by tlie late death of Segucayon,

their cliief. Tiie ceremony of condolence must be per-

formed before they can transact any national aftairs.

"Towards evening, all inatters were adjusted with

great peace and unanimity, when the following speech

was delivered to the Governor, with three strings, by the

Farmers Brother, speaker

:

"Bkothkr, Govkrnor op New York— Let him at-

tend :

—

Wo have now heard your voice ; we have, in re-

ality, heard your voice, at this our own council fire on

the Hutfalo.

"Brother— You have made us fully acquainted with

your just and good intentions respecting us in this quar-

ter, and tliat you regard the ancient usages and cove-

nants that have subsisted betwixt our forefathers for a

long time— that your eye will be upon them in all your

transactions of peace, and brightening the chain of

friendship.

" Brother— We thank you that you have made us ac-

quainted with your settlement with the Oneidas, and

that you are so well pleased with it.

"Brother— Our minds were much divided respecting

the Onondagos' settlement with you at Fort Stanwix.

At onr first hearing of the voice of the birds, we were

much surprised, as though you had not dealt openly and

fairly with them, in negotiating with a small part of the

nation.

" Brother— Our minds are composed, and we believe

you will do right— that justice will mark all your steps,

and all our national affairs of peace will be adjusted and

settled in due time.
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fftiJiily. llo liaa tiio cntiro coniinaiul of tliis siimll vi'l-

1h<;o, unci is imich rospectod by tho Jiidinns. I tlioijglit

it necoisary to acquaint him with thostuto of things, and
gain his inlluenco. I accordingly rchitcd to liini with
Bonio o'tlicrs, tho Governor's message and their answer
from Bulfulo Creek. lie exi)rcssed his entire approba-
tion and returned me many thanks.

"From this I j)roposcd to visit tho Si.ruco Carrier, at

Kalonghyadilongii, but n)y horse began to fail me, and
tho travelling liad become extremely bad.

" 4th.— Lodged at the Governor's village. The chief,
with all the wan-iors assembled in tho evening, and de-
sired to know wliat had talcen place at Buffaloo Creek.
I gave them: a full and particular account of all that
passed there. The Governess had set out for Niagara
near a week before my arrival here, that I had not her
aid in the council.

" 5th. — Called at tho Uig Trees ; tho Little Beard not
being at home, was requested to wait a few days for his
return.

" 12th.— The Big Tree, with a number of warriors,
came to my lodgings, and after some conversation, ad-
dressed (me) as follows :

"
'
Fatiikr, attem) : —And hour my words, and alter

I have done, write them down with exactness, and send
them to tho persons to whom I shall speak. My speech
is to the chiefs of the thirteen United States, assembled
in Congress.

Brothers— Let them hear and attei..: . y.nr brothers
of the Six Nations are iii much trouble and perplexity.
We are drawn and pulled every way. Our peace is like

to bo broken
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at all events hold a treaty witli them the ensuing spring,

if not effected this winter.

" 26th.— Eeceived a message from the Oneida chiefs,

earnestly requesting a visit from me before 1 left those

parts. Good Peter brought the letter and informed me

of some uneasiness subsisting betwixt the warriors and

their agents, at the treaty, and wisiicd they might be im-

mediately treated for the peace of the nation.

"Dec. 1st — Spent most of the day with Beech Tree

Gahsaweda, Big Bear and others; towards evening

parted with them."
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CHAPTER VI,

FARMERS BROTHER.
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Brother, delivered ut this council, has been preserved, but

it is spoken of as having been one of " great eloquence

and power," occupying three hours in its delivery. It was

in favor of peace. He also, in 1798, advocated a dona-

tion of lands to Messrs. Parish and Jones, the well

known Indian interpreters. They had been taken pris-

oners in childhood, adopted by the Senecas, and now, as

a mark of the interest and affection still entertained to-

wards thetn, they wished to grant each of them a tract

of land. Tlie policy as well as the laws of the State

were against these donations. Hence, this speech is ad-

dressed to tlie sachems and chiefs assembled about the

great council tire of the State of New York, by the

sachems, chiefs and warriors of the Seneca nation :

'' Brotheus :
-^ As you are once more assembled in

council, for the purpose of doing honor to yourselves

and justice to your country, we, your brothers— the

sachenis, chiefs and warriors of the Seneca nation— re-

quest you to open your ears and give uttention to our

voice and wishes

" Brothers— Vou will recollect the late contest be-

tween you and your father, the Great King of England.

This contest threw the inhahitants of this whole island

into a great tumult and commotion, like the raging

whirl-wind which tears up the trees and tosses to and

fro the leaves, so that no one knows from whence they

come or wliere they will fall.

•'Brothers— This whirl-wind was so directed by the

Great Spirit above, as to tiirow into our arms two of your

infant cliildren, Jasper Parrish and Horatio Jones. We
adopted them into our families, and made them our

children. We loved them and nourished them. They

I



FARJIEBS BROTflEB's SPEECH. ^g

Then ^Lf2;l/'Z^z:,rT 7'" •"•=""'•

S the fat'„;rT' "' "" "™'^ "f » ---^ >'"»™
"^ tue name ot the Scoj-ffu-quov-dec? PvpoI- ,.

iniie irom thp T?ivQi. Ay„ o

rsc:- '-=?"-" «»'-;
one mile, to the river; thence up the river is fl.P .;,

but a l,-.t,„ thing. And have you2 eo „,„ e^ IZZ^eqaesund eouflnued the gift „f the Oueiiai: thl Onl

i-t



114 IIISTOKY OF BUFFALO.

dagas and Cayugas, to their interpreters ? And shall

we ask and not be heard i

" Brothers— AVe send you this our speech, to which

we expect your answer before the breaking up of your

great council fire." * *

"This brief speech has been uniformly regarded as one

of the most interesting specimens of Indian eloquence,

from its boldness of figure. The gentleman who wrote

down the transaction at the time, in furnishing it for

publication, remarked, in a note to the editor, that for

one expression, Longinus would have given him credit

for the truly sublime— ' The Great Spirit spoke to the

whirl-wind, and it was still.' " -

Farmers Brother was a man of commanding presence,

and as he practiced abstinence from intoxicating drinks

during his whole life, he escaped, in a great measure, the

marks of decay and infirmity that were so visible in

others of his race. He was pre-eminent in all the char-

acteristics that could give him influence over his people.

He was brave and skillful in war, wise and eloquent in

council. His ambition ran in a different channel from

that of either Cornplanter or lied Jacket. Always dig-

nified, self-possessed, he was looked up to as a safe coud-

selor, and not only enjoyed the confidence and respect,

but the love of his people.

Mary Jemison, the white woman, says that it was by

the advice and influence of Farmers Brother that she

married her second husband, with whom she lived in

great harmony and love many years, and until his death.

Farmers Brother is remembered by our older inh abit-

* Stone's Life and Times of Red Jacket.
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It was principally tlirougii the influonco of Farmers

Brother, tliat Mary Jeinisoii, the white woman was con-

firmed in her title to the lands at Gnardcau, on the Gen-

esee River, the grant being opposed by Red Jacket.

After the battle of Lundy's Lane, in Avhich several of

the American officers were wounded, among them Capt.

(afterwards General) Worth, severely, ho was removed

to Buffalo, where he lay confined to his bed for a long

time. The Indians, with whom Capt. Worth had be-

come a favorite, visited his quarters frequently, manifest-

ing the greatest solicitude in regard to his recovery.

None were more attentive and kind than Farmers

Brother, spending, it is said, some hours almost every

day at his bedside.

It was during this confinement of Capt. Worth that a

British Indian came over from Canada, professing to

have deserted, with a design to join the Americans. He
remained some time, mingling freely with the Senecas,

not entirely without suspicion, however, of the truth of

his professions. One day, the Indians having indulged

rather freely in drinking, the warriors, becoming excited,

recounted their warlike exploits, boasting of the number

of scalps they had taken, or how many British red-coats

and Indians they had killed, when the pretended desert-

er, forirettinir for the moment the character ho had as-

Bumed, held up his fingers to indicate the number of

Yankee soldiers and Indians he had killed, which roused

the blood of the Seneca warriors to the highest pitch of

exasperation against the revealed enemy and spy who

stood in their midst. Farmers Brother, who was at the

bedside of Capt. Worth, near by, immediately repaired

to the spot. Being confronted by the stLiii, piercing eye
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During this time, I was passing, one clay, near night,

from Black Rock to Aurora. As I came into Main

street, (in Buffalo) I saw a crowd gatliereil, and on com-

ing to the place, I saw a number of Indian chiefs of the

Seneca nation whom 1 knew— Farmers Brother, Pol-

lard, Young King, Major Berry, and others whom 1 do

not now recollect. They appeared to be in consultation,

and 1 inquired of a bystander the cause. He pointed

me to an Indian who was on trial as a spy from Canada,

and who had been boasting during the day, in the vil-

lage, (of Buffalo) how many scalps he had taken from

our people and Indians. Tlic Indian lay near the wall

of one of the burnt buildings, on his right side, and his

left arm covering his face and eyes. Soon a gun was

handed to Farmers Brother, who deliberately walked to

him, putting the muzzle of the gun near the region

of the heart, shot him dead. The young men of the

nation soon took him from the jdace."

The Senecas were organized and entered the militar}-

service of the United States during the war of 1812 —
Farmers Brother being commissioned as their leader,

with other chiefs as his subordinates— and they did ex-

cellent service ; and, although Farmers Brother was at

that time above eighty years of age, he took the field

with all the spirit and vigor of a young warrior.

At one time during the war, when an attempt was

made by the British to cross the river at Black Rock

and they were driven back. Farmers Brother was seen

to wade into the water up to his arm-pits, to get a good

shot at the retreating foe.

lie died March 2d, 1815, and was interred with mili-

tary honors in the old burying grouiul, between Franklin
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a council held nt Buffalo Creek, in December, 1812, is

certified by lion. Erastiis Oranger. It was signed by all

the principal cliiels and lurwurded to the Secretary of

War at VVasiiington

:

' To THE Hon. Wiijjam Eustis, Secketaky of "War:

"The Sacliems and chief warriors of the Seneca nation

of Indians, understanding you are the person appointed

by the Great Council of your nation, to manage and con-

duct the affairs of the several nations of Indians with

wJioin you are at peace and on terms of friendship, como

at this time as children to a father, to lay before you the

trouble we have on our minds.
" Brother:— We do not think it best to multiply

words ; we will therefore tell you what our complaint is.

" Brother— Listen to what we say. Some years since

we held a treaty at Big Tree, Genesee Kiver. This treaty

was called by our Great Father, the President of the Uni-

ted States. He sent an agent., Col. Wadsworth, to attend

this treaty, for the purpose of advising us in the business,

and seeing that we had justice done us. At this treaty

we sold to Robert Morris, the greatest part of our country.

The bum he gave us was ten thousand dollars. The com-

missioners who were appointed on your part, advised us

to place this money in the hands of our Great Father, the

President of the United States. He told us our Great

Father loved his childen, and woidd take care of our

money, and plant it in a field where it would bear seed

forever— as long as trees grow, or waters run. Our

money has heretofore been of great service to us ; it has

helped us to support our old people, our women and chil-

dren ; but we are told the field where our money is

planted .^ become barren.
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I'!

Fanners I^rother died ^rarcli 2d, 1815, at the Seneca
Indian village, on r.uHUlu Creck^ at the ago of ninety-six

years, and his body was buried with military honors in

the old bnrial gronnd in the then village of Biillalo, the

6th Regiment United States Infantry, then stationed at

Bnffalo, performing the service on the occasion. It is

said to have been the largest funeral procession that had
^ver been witnessed in Bufl'alo, up to that time. When
all the remains were removed from the "old burying
ground « to Forest Lawn, in 1851, the grave of Farmers
Brother was recognized by the mark ujion the lid of the

cofHn, which remained perfectly distinct. The figure of

a heart enclosing the letters " F. 1'..'" made with brass

nails driven into the wood ; this was ])reserved, and
buried with the remains in a grave separate from the

mass of those that were unknown, which were buried in

one general grave, and it remains to some future genera-

tion of his white brothers to erect a suitable monument
to the memory of one who was distinguished in life, hon-
ored in death, and the remembrance of whose high iind

noble traits of character are still cherished in the recol-

lection of the few now living, who knew and appreciated

a truly great man—whom Washington deliirhted to call

his "Brother."

After the death of Farmers Brother, the most consid-

erable of the chiefs of the Senecas was Capt. Pollard,

(or Kaoundowana;. He was a warrior of distinction and
is known to have been present at the battle of Wyoming,
and Cherry Valley. He was a cotemporary of Farmers
Brother, though something younger. His name is his-

toric from its connection with that of an English trader

of distinction.
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with twenty Indians, stopped the pass of the advance
guard of the rebels, Avhich was upwards of one thousand,
and obliged them to retreat. In this action, Col. Butler
and all his people were surrounded, and very near being
taken prisoners."

It will be remembered that Roland, and John Montour,
two sons of Catharine ]\[ontour, commanded the party
that captured the Gilbert family, as has been already re-
lated, in 1780.

It seems that in 1774, Mr. Edward Pollard was in cor-
respondence with Messrs. Phyn.and Ellice, merchants of
Schenectady

; and in their letter, addressed to him at
Niagara, dated August 15th, 1774, they say :

" As to your sons, Ave fear they have not been so for-

ward in learning this year as we expected, owing to two
causes that could not be foreseen. ^Ve intended sending
them to the Jerseys last tall, if Mr. Parton, the clergy-
man at Trenton, had wrote in time. We then deferred
it, because of Mr. Doty's coming here, who is really a
good and careful master. * * John is now under
preparation for the small-pox,"

And under date of Sept. 25th, 1774, they say :

" Agreeable to our last, your sons went to Albany in
the morning, on their way to New York. Mr. Earasy,
of that city, is to put them to school in Elizabethtown.
John had the small-pox favorably, and is perfectly
recovered."

Under date of Dec. 28th, 1774, they write :

" Your children were well the 17th, when Mr. Ellice
left New York." June, 1775 —"Your sons at Elizabeth-
town were well last week." December, 1776.—"Your
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Episcopal orders, in Canada before 1800, is remenib^ed
by the oldest residents now livinir.

The following is the copy of a letter written by Mr.
Pollard to Mr. Goring, to whom the business at Niagara
appears to have been transferred

:

"London, 27th March, 17S0.

" Mr. Goring :— Inclosed you'll receive a letter from
your uncle. I am sorry for the misfortunes that hap-
pened your family. We must have resignation to bear
up against such tribulations.

"I acquainted you from Canada of the uncertainty of
my going into business, nor can I detej-inine on this mat-
ter till the fall, as it must depend upon the situation of
things in your quarter, and the commissions I may have
from thence. If the trade is safe and open, I shall wish
to have you home next year ; till then, I should have you
remain where you are.

" By this conveyance I send Mr. Douglass to assist you.
He supplies Mr. Hamilton's place, who leaves yoii in

June. He is recommended as a very worthy young man
and I dare say you will^findjhim a good helpmate.

"For news, I refer you to Mr. Garner, my nephew,
and the papers, for news^from this part. I send out Mr.
Garner, in hopes of his making something at Niagara,
wish him to go into the house kept by Mr. Clarke, tlie

managing of whicli you can best inform him, and hope
youi'-good offices will not be wanting in promoting liis

interest.
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Our history now approaches the period when Buffalo

began to emerge from savage to civilized rule. The fol-

lowing is the description of a visitor in 1792.
" We arrived at the mouth of Buffalo Creek the next

morning. There was but one white man there. I think
his name was Winney, an Indian trader. His building
stood first as you descend from the higli ground. He
had rum, whiskey, Indian knives, trinkets, &c. His
house was full of Indians. They looked at us with a
good deal of curiosity. We had but a poor night's rest.

The Indians were in and out all night, getting lic^uor."*

If the following statement is correct, there was no
other white settler here until three or four years after

this date.

Mr. Oliver Culver joined the company of surveyors and
settlers bound to the newly purchased Connecticut lands
in Ohio, at Irondequot Landing, in 1796.

The company liad come by water, and were coasting
along the south shore of Lake Ontario. On arriving at

Queenston, they took their boats over the portage, pro-

ceeded up the river to Buttalo Creek, "and coasted
along the south shore of Lake Erie, finding no white in-

habitant after they left the mouth of Bufialo Creek,

*Mr. Hinds Chamberlin—Turner's Holland Purchase.
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Canada side of the River— a brother of Sylvanns or

SulphenuB Maybee, who was an early settler in Buffalo.

After the death of his first wiie, which took place in

Buffalo, Pahuer married another daughter of Maybee, a

sister of his first wife, w / - u he lived until he removed

to Fort Erie. After Ft . . o death, his wife surviving

him, went to live with her father, and kept what was

long known as Mother Palmer's Tavern, live or six miles

below Fort Erie, on the Niagara River. It is believed

the property is still in the hands of the family.

The following letter to Mr. Ellicott, was written by a

brother of John Palmer, who resided with him at the

time, and not by the " worthy tavern-keeper " himself, as

stated by Turner, .in his " Holland Purchase :

"

"Buffalo, 11 August, 1801.

" SiK :— The inhabitants of this place would take it as

a particular favor if you would grant them the liberty of

raising a school house on a lot in any part of the town, as

the New York Missionary Society have been so good as

to furnish them with a school-master, clear of any ex-

pense, except boarding and finding him a school house

— if you will be so good as to grant them this favor,

"which they will take as a particular mark of esteem.

" By request of the inhabitants.

"JOS. R. PALMER.
"Jos. Ellicott, Esq."

" N. B.—Your answer to this would be very accept-

able, as they have the timber ready to hew out."

This was undoubtedly the first movement in relation

to schools in this city, and speaks well for the few " in-
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COPY OF A LETrKR FROM MR. KLLICOTT TO JOHN PALMER.

"Pine Grove, May 4tli, 1801.
" Mr. John Palmer, Buft'alo

:

" Sir :—Should there be any of our batteaux intrusted

to your especial care the fore part of the winter, 1799,

now in your possession, I have to request of you, in con-

sequence of the almost continued demand we have for

one, that you will deliver it to Mr. Asa Ransom.
" Should you, however, have disposed of them, or

should they not be in your possession, or so situated that

they are not to be had, please to pay him the amount
your were authorized to receive for them, being twelve

dollars apiece. We can then procure one for ourselves-

His receipt for thirty-six dollars shall be your dis-

charge. Your compliance will oblige

" Yours, to serve,

"JOSEPH ELLICOTT."

* The following is Duke de Rocheto ' Laincourt's (a

French nobleman) description of Butiin 1795 :

"We at length arrived at the post o ake Erie

which is a small collection of four or five he es, built

about a quarter of a mile from the Lake.

"We mot some Indians on the road, and two or three

companies of whites. This encounter gave us great

pleasure. In this vast wilderness, a fire still burning,

the vestiges of a camp, the remains of some utensil that

has served a traveller, excite sensations truly agreeable,

and which arise only in these immense solitudes.

" We arrived late at the inn, and after a very indificr-

cnt supper, we were obliged to lie upon the floor in our

cloth
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Association, and Sp .e^ il t^e "'"J"™^
^^'^
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' " "'* archives of that
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»>» and his fam oft '''""'" '
"''"' ^ ^^-'o'"
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Michael Midda„.h and ,

' "'"" """''<">

"lotiom Canada, probably in 1794-5, and
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built a house upon Johnston's hiiul, by his permission,

near what is now tiio corner of AVashington and

Exchange streets — cast of Washington and north of

Exclumgo. This liouso thoy gave up to the Holland

Land Company's surveyors in 1798. It is believed

Michael Middaugh had no male descendants, and that

tlio name became extinct, so far as this locality is con-

cerned, at his death. J^ane had several daughters, who
are remembered hj our early iidiabitants.

After leaving the "douldo log house," on Johnston's

lot, Mi(hlaugh " squatted " upon the soutli side of J>uffalo

Creek, above the foot of Main street, probably by per-

mission of Air. Ellicott, where ho renuiined until his

death, in 1825.

The descendants of PJzehiel Lane claimed the land

iipon which JMiddaugh lived, on the west side of the

Creek; and their contest witli the heirs of Mr, Ellicott,

or those who claimed to be the legal owners, gave rise to

what was known as the "Middaugh land suit," which

occupied our courts for many years, and was finally de-

cided adverselv to the heirs of ^NFiddauirh.

Some circumstances attending the death of Middaugh,

led to an investigation by a coroner's jury, but no facts

were developed to show that his death was attributable

to any but natural causes.

Sylvanus Maybeo came to Buffalo as an Indian trader,

in 1796 or 7. He is said to have " kept a little Indinn store,

in a log building on the west side of Main street, about

twenty rods north of (the lino of) Exchange street." He
bought Inner Lot, No. 35, in ISOi, which is probably

where he located himself at the time he is said to have

kept a little " Indian store."
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May],eo caino Iroin Canada l.ero, and it is probable
that the Mayboo., of whom there were two families,
ca.no from tho Mohawk Yulley, with others who adhered
to tho Iluyali.st party. Sylvanus Maybeo did not remain

^
long at Jliiilulo Creole, but removed to tho mouth of Cat-
tarau^i,a.s Creek, soon after ISOO. James ]\IeMalmn took
the deed of Inner Lot, No. 35, whieh Mayl^eo took up
soon after the survey of New Amsterdam was eompleted.

131aek Joe, a colored man, was an early resident at
Luthdo Creek. His house, or cabin, stood near tho
bank of tho Little Buffalo Creek, a little west of Win-
ney's. Ho had an Lidian wife by whom ho had children.A son of his was killed in tlie war of 1812. Ho spoke tho
Seneca language extremely well, and was frequently em-
ployed as an interpreter. Nothing is known of his early
history, but he was supposed to be a runaway slave, as
great numbers were held in tho State of New York at
that period. Joe removed to tho Cattaraugus Creek Res-
ervation, where he died at a very advanced age. It is be-
lieved that none of his descendants are now living.

Mr. Asa Eunsom apijears to have settled in Buffalo, in
1798. Ho had emigrated from Sheffield, Mn-uchusotts,m 1780, and established himself at Kanadesagea, (Gen-
eva), where ho had a shop ''and was engaged in manu-
facturing Indian trinkets." He could not have remained
long in Buffalo, for in 1799, ho appears to have been one
of three persons who accepted of Mr. Ellicott's offer of a
liberal donation of land to ceven persons who would
agree to open houses of entertainment for travellers at
their several locations, " about ten miles asunder," « on the
road from the Eastern Transit, to Buffiilo Creek." Mr
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Ransom lucftted liimsolf, Sei)totiibcr Ist, 17!)9

liimdrcd and f

OU OQO
(ty acres ii) township, No. Twelve, range

six, at what is known aa " Runsoni's Grove," or CI
IIoUow.

The survc of

arenco

madeHolland Land Oompu.^
their head (piartcrs at Kansoin's, and it was a noted etop'
ping place for emigrants passing from the States to Can-
ada, which constitnted the principal travel at this early
period.

Turner says:

"As soon as Ransom had built his house at Pino
Grove, Mr. Ellicott made it his head quarters. * *
His appointment as local agent, took eilect October 1st,

1800, at wiiich time ho commenced sales of land—a por-
tion of Mr. Ransom's house being a})proi)riated for his
office, and Mr. James W. Stevens, whom ho had brought
on from Philadelphia, tor that i)urpose, acted as his
clerk; Mr. Brisbane, occasionally acting in that capacity,
though his duties were mostly at the Transit store-
house.''*

A daughter of Col. Asa Ransom, was born while the
family resided in Buffalo, and is su])po8ed to bo the first

white child born here. Sho became the wife of F. B.
Merrill, Esq., who was an early clerk of Niagara county.

Col. Asa Ransom was for many years a very active
enterprising and influential citizen. IIo was sherift" of
the county before the division of Niagara, and died in

1837, aged seventy years, universally respected, leaving
5i large ftimily of children

lie had two brothers"who accompanied, or soon fol-

'History of the Holland rurcliase, page 448.
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iowod him into this romon Plio. -p

l.o„so about e„v„„ ,„iks eas.
'

ifTT""'
*"'"' " '""°°

in 1811.
ii'-ig-iia i.allB, Canada West,

a .f.rii:r'''r
''°''',", '""'°'' =""'«' "> i^'-^^'o «t

of whom sti, s„"C M "T R"r^
"' "'"'"«"' -"o

. 18 a 8on.
"^^ -^^ ^""'O'". "f 'I'is city

..nI:in'B;Saroa:rasS "17" ""","»*
TDGirsnaf).^ .

"-"'v^siTJs. IIis namo a 80 aD-

o^rx'r::L?r"t^' ^™''^*"' -^*

Mather, he h-td a nil ^, ^ '""*""'"' "'' »""<!

Main ^..-oet,;;; 1806
'"''°P °" "" ™' -'" »f

The venerable Wm. Peaonpl- r>p T\r •,.

inarceent letter to ho a htl ?' "'
"°'' "™^'

Buffalo on horse-baci: „ T::;^X '""" '"""'''

"mo Indian p„,h passed down fBr; '"n'"!*-about tho „,iddle of Lin stree to «f T
""'"^

whieh was ereeted a lo.. eabin o
'

h
''™' °"

baW, and oeeupied b/j„t „'„ ' Z"' 'r"""
"'"'

Vm. Johnson.
''onuson, a dcscendont of Sir

^-Oa„a,,t,,ere.a3er:er;:ttbi:::br^^^^^^^^^^
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feet square, covered with bark, and standing about in

the centre of Main street. It was occupied by a Mr.
Pahuer, a young man, and was his =toro-house, where he
vended his small stock of Indian goods,

"In passing down along the Indian path, (now Main
street) to tlie Terrace, tlio land was covered with a very
thick underbrush, small timber, and some large old oak
trees; and the nnderbrusli and small timber so over-

shadowed the path that, when our saddle-bags touched a
bush, we would bo completely drcnc'.ied with rain after a
shower.

"Tiicre was a little cleared spot on the Terrace bank
on which is now erected the Western Hotel. That little

spot was covered with a green sward, on which the Indi-
ans, on a lino day, would lie and look off from the high
Terrace up^)n Lake Erie ; and I must say that, to me, it

it was one of the most beautiful views I ever put my
eyes upon. Coming out of the woods, it burst on my
vision the large and beautiful sheet of pure water, Lake
Erie

;
and there I offered up my prayers to God, tlie

creator of all things, and to that Providence which
guarded and protected me, young as I was—being tlien

only nineteen years of age.

" It made an impression on me that will always re-

main, with most devout and religious remembrance."
The arrival of the Holland Land Company's surveyors

at Buffalo Creek was in the flill of 1798. The outfit of

the party, so far as related to the scientific instruments

required by the surveyors, was obtained from the firm of

Rittenhouso & Potts, of Philadelphia—the celebrated

David Eittenhouse being the senior partner of the firm

at that time.
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'
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on account of my having sent on his mattrass by the
wagon, and other little disputes—and at the time of my
writing, he put me out with his talking. I told him to
go to

,
and not to be bothering me. With this he

gave me a slap on the side of my face, and I turned
the other side to him. He struck it a full stroke with his
fist

;
I then perceived that he was in earnest. I caught

up the first thin,o; I could see, which happened to be a
long walking stick. I retreated back so that I could get
a good chance, and I let slip, which hit him on the head
with the but end. He came up to me again ; by that
time I was fast in the corner of the ofiice, without any
kind of weapon to defend myself with, for Mr. Peas had
taken the stick from me, and was trying to part us-
While the rascal was kicking me with all his might into
my bory, Mr. Brown stepped aip and we were soon
parted. It happened very well for Elaudecour, that none
of our men were in the house at the time that the affray
happened. This he was well apprised of, for before he
oftered to strike me, he looked into the kitchen to see if
any of them were there, lie afterwards paid for it.

The business soon got wind, and the hands that were at
work in the neighborhood, came in. The old fellow was
soon hustled out of the house, and ho marched over to
Palmer's. There was not one in the party that did not
want to get the first stroke at him. I told them not to
stnke him, but let him go about his business. The let-
ters you gave me for him when you went from here, I
never have copied, on account of his coming in so quick
after you went out. When ho saw the letter lying on the
table, he took it up and has since detained, though I have
often asked him for it, in hearing of Mr. Pease, and he
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has as Often promised me that he would ]et m. V,
•

bjeand bye- but ftnri t. i ,
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i am, sir, with the greatest resj^ect,

'

" ^^"^ obedient servant,

" GEORGE EGLESTOK."
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mortgage to Jasper Purrish, as agent and trustee for the
Cayuga^ation. It was advertised and sold under the
mortgage in 1811. John Johnston married Ruth Barker,
the daughter of Judge Zenas J3arker, in 1808 or 9 ; he

,
lived but a few years after, and died leaving no children
willing his property to his wife, who married Mr. Elisha
Foster in 1811. John Johnston had much pains taken
with his education, pursuing his studies at Yale Colle-e
He was a young man of fine acquirements and addrt^ss,
and after his return from school was employed by Capt'
Pratt, in his store on Exchange, or Crow street, and at
the time of his marriage w?th Miss Barker was consid-
ered one of the most accomplished young men in the
place.

As no surveys had yet been made of the villa-e no
lands were offered for sale at Buffalo Creek, and as 'yet
there was no wagon road to this locality. •

Immediately after the close of the Revolutionary War
a brisk emigration to Canada, irom several of the States
particularly from Penr.sylvania, took place. The route
taken by most of the emig,-ants was Sullivan's old route'
to the Genesee, and thence to Lewistcm, though soon
after iTOO, a road was opened to the crossing at Black
Rock. The road from Batavia was upon the high ground
keeping nearly the same course as the old stage road
turning to the right on the hill at York street. The fine'
forest shade trees now upon that street, are the bushes
that grew in the corners of^the fence around the farm
lots, upon the sides of the old road which was narrower
than the present street. That road to Black Rock F'>rrv
was travelled long before our present Main street wa^
opened or improved. This road to the Ferry followed
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Ibo riclgo and passed near wl.cc the Catl.olie Cl.nrebnow e a„ds, „„ Vork street, and di.-oetly over tl,o ™undooo„p,ed b, the Keservoir of the Butti W^IVX

wher I : ^^'^:;;^'~'
«f'r

con,.™,,
w i Lny uas. iHn-t Erie was built iu 17G4 andwas the center and o,d„Iace of business or trade oneuher s, e of the river, in this vieinity, until af.e; 180The Ind.ans ,,.„,„ „,„,.,, ^,.^j ,„t(iement at BuflaloCreek and the fi,.t white settlers also, drew most of the rsnpphes (rem Fort Erie. The eonnnunieation w rZ

p y fr„,n the month of Bnlfalo Creek, across ,1 e' e
01 river, above the rapids, to tiio Fort
Ahnost the entire western shore of the Nia.-ara fromLake l.r,e to L„ko Ontario, was settled and ^MvlZw
,
e t forest ren.ained abnost entirely nnbr

"'
the eastern side, e.xecj.t at the carryino- ,,hce Tl,„ i
fro.n Bnffiilo Creek to Bl-u.!- n„ i

'"
' ° ''"""^

of tl„. 1 ,1 X\ '''"=''' "*' "Pon tl'e beachot the lake, until after the war of 1812
The survey of the village of Buflalo, (or New An.s.er-<lan,, as was called by the Holland land Company),was completed in 1S03.

-.'"inpaiiy;,

Doctor Cyrenens Chapin, visited Buffalo in 1801 andhad some uegotiatious with Mr. Ellieott, in regard to pnr-cI.as,ngalot ,n Buffalo, or New AmsterdanT as it wasdee,ded to can the end.ryo City. After bis retar
tl.oEas be addressed a letter to Mr. Ellicott, dated atSangers<,el<l, Onei.la county, saying that hi nself and

" Ulo C,„ek, and a.lds : " Forty respectable citizenshat are men of good property have signed art c Tofagreement to take a township if it can be purchased,"nd

p. <" ' J ffilM
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will pay the ten per cent, when we receive the article."
The lands not having been surveyed, the proposition
was of course not entertained.

It is likely that Mr. John Crow, who removed from
Whitestown, in Oneida County to Fort Erie, and thence
to Buffalo in 1801-2, was one of the parties to this agree-
ment. Mr. Crow occupied a house on Inner Lot No. 1,
near the corner of Washington and Crow streets, west
side of Wasliington, and south side of Crow. The house
which was of logs, was said to have been built by John-
ston. Crow built an addition of frame work, hence it was
said, the house was a part log, and a part frame house.
The street in front of Crow's house extended from Main
to Washington only, as Johnston's forty-acre lot extended
from Seneca street to the Little Buftalo Creek, and no
streets were laid out through it in the original survey of
New Amsterdam.

The street continued to bear the name of "Crow
Street," until modern refinement discovered that "Crow »

was a vulgar name, in as much as crows were vulgar,
filthy birds, and at the suggestion of a gentlemen now
living in the city, the name was changed to "Exchange
Street,"—a very poor exchange, indeed.

Zerah Phelps, the brother-in-law of Mr. Crow, became
the purchaser of Inner Lot, No. 1, in June, 1804. Mr.
Phelps was probably another of Doctor Chapin's asso-
ciates, but failing in the negotiation for the lands at the
mouth of BuflTalo Creek, he became the purchaser of a
large tract in Genesee county, near Batavia.
John Crow remained in Buffalo until 180G, when he

removed to the town of Hamburgh, near the Eiirhtcen
Mile Creek. From there he removed to Western Venn-
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CHAPTER Vin,

Mr. Joseph Ellicott arrived at Buffalo Creek (or New
Amsterdam, as he called it) in Jamiar}', 1801, and en-

tered upon the duties of his offtce as agent of the Hol-

land Laud Company. The iirst entry in his journal is

dated New Amsterdam, Jaimary 2d, 1801

:

" Friday—In the morning, two Germans, from Mary-

land, now residenters of Canada, called at my office,

(probably Johnson's or Middaugh's old dwelling) and in-

quired for lands. Were informed of the price and terms

of sale. Said they would call when the snow was off the

ground, and try to agree for some lotts. Both mechan-

icks ; make screw a\igers, &c., &c.

" Monday, Jan. 5th.— * '" In the evening, rode out

on a sleigh with Mr. 11. Chapin. lie overset, and I unfor-

tunately fell with my side on a sharp stump, and much

bruised and injured my ribbs.

"Tuesday, Jan. Gth.—Mr. James Stevens left here

this morning to forward our baggage from Canandarque,

to Mr. I^msom's, at Ransomville, in tlie Twelfth Town-

ship, Sixth Range.

"Jan. 11th, Sunday.— " "•'' This day, Rev. M:--

Holmes, an Ana-Baptist preacher and missior.ary among

the Indians, preached for the inhabitai\ts of New Am-

eterdam. His sermons were well adapted to llie situa-
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offilo.""'
''''-'^"""S'-'K »"d fitting „p ,.„„„, ,,, ,„

"Ransomvillc, Siiiulay, Jan ojtli loni t.'

"t .yoomont. K„ amplications to,- lan.k A.ravc I .

from llarttbnl, Connecticut.
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"Sumlay, Fok 1st, 1801.— » * w„,„ , . „
Ransonfs n,ill seat
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"T,,os.lay, Feb. H.-Eeeeived a letter from Jtfrs

Wrote .l,e following re,,,;'
^"""™'*'' (^•^'••"•»)-

(( ir T.n.
"I^ANSOMVILLE, Feb. 11 Igni

-t.ot..,„i:,;r'^'rul::^:!'l^^-:
la-oposes to lay off, wl.en l.o shall n,ake his esta" si.-t, W.11 contain about tort, acres eaeb. ^rElli t"«.'l reserve one of those lotts ibr the ladies, if thoyconccye.t an object worth their attention. 'in en
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tlmo, t'lev will l)olievo him tln'ir tVioinl ami luunblo

eei'vmit.

" J. ELLICOTT.

"MkS. JJeRUV AM) Miss WiMl'I-K.

" Fob. Stli, ISO I.—I k'uni thU morning that six bomb

mortars passed along the Queenston road, to bo depoaited

at Fort Niagara.

"Feb. ITtli.—A very elaborate communication to Mr.

Busti, suG'gestini' a modilicatiou of tho terms of sale of

their lands, so as to give more inducement to parties to

buv lariro tracts, to retail to actual settlers."

Ho closes his communication to ]\[r. J'usti as follows :

"My present situation (idthough tho accommodations

are as good as could bo expected,) is gloomy, for tho

want of society—our nearest neighbors being eighteen

miles distant."

" Feb. L'Otli.—Last night, lodged at this house upwards

of forty people—men, women and children—moving

principally, or all, to New Connecticut and Presrpio

Isle. There was, however, one travelling merchant, from

Philadelphia, on his way to His Britanie Majesty's do-

minions of Upper Canada.

"March ITth, 1801.—This morning, agreed with the

White Seneca (Seneca AVliite) to lay out and mark a

road to pass on the south side of tho Tonnawanta liescr-

vation, so as to pas- over thj best and dryest ground

and straightest direction, for which I am to give him ten

dollars ; also, nniko a road from tho Eleven Mile Creek

to the mouth of the Tonnawanta, and from thence to old

Fort Sloshcr, for which I am to give him eight dollars.

ITe is to commence the iirst in ibnr days from this date.

" Tuc
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]»eoj)le J
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in that ])
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oral Cumic'cticut Lund (Juiiijmnio.s would kiu -"iIdo gono-

rously towanls dflVayiug the cxpeiisu ot' the mad/'

Thu luUuwiii^f i-iitry is luado in his journal under

date oi'

.Monday, July 2Ttli, 18(>1.— l\Ir. Alston and I us laii

the daui-hter of the N^icc Pivsidenl. of tiio Hinted States,

(Aaron ihirr), arrived here this tlay, at twelve o'clock,

on their way to view ilie ureiit- KaUs of Niaj^jara. Left

here* at three o'clock.

'' Aii-,Mist 14th, ISO!.— Went to iJidlalo Creek, 'alias'

New Amsterdam, to lay ••It' a lot for a school jioiise, the

inhabitants oIlcTinu; to erect one at their own expense.

"Augu.-t t.')tli.—This (hiy comjjleted the object, and

transacted all my Ijusiness.

"August lOtli, Sunday.—Mr. .'ohn Palmer >i)oke for

the fj;rass lot in care of Mr. Laiie. Aj,'rees to jiay a rea-

sonable rent. J.eft nidl'alo ami retiu'iietl to Twelve mile

Creek—found some land jobbers.

"Saturday, '2od January, J80-'— I'riests Holmes and

Palmer passed by on tlieir return from the business ot

MissioiKir ies amonii' the Indians to New Voi

In tl le original survey -f N ew Amsterdam, a lot of

one hundred acres includinii; the entire front on ]\lain

street, between Swan and Ea^le streets, extending cast-

wardly, was called Outer Lot 10 1, which was taken uj) by

My. 1*lllicotl, himsell', with the intention, as was sup lOSlM 1, of

makinii; his jiernnuient residence here. Dircctiv in tlie

centre of the JVimt of this lut, as ( rii.',inally ^iirveyed^

was a curve, throwini^ the street at that point into almost

a half circle, leaviiiii; Main, Niagara, Church and Eric

streets to radiate from this circle. It was supposed that

he inteiuled this liTound for a resilience, which woidd of
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The surveys were not completed so that sales of village

lots could be made, mucli before ISO-t, but sales of farm

lots in the vicinit}^ were made in 1803. Mr. Ellicott writes

to Mr. Busti, in May, 1S02, deprecating tlie delay, and

says

:

"AVLile speaking on the subject of taking things in

their proper time, I cannot refrain from mentioning that

the Company delaying opening their lands for sale in

I>few Amsterdam, and the lands adjoining thereto, I fear

the nick of time will pass by, at least for making a town

of New Amsterdam.
" Tlie State, last session of the Legislature, passed a

law for the purchasing the natives' rights of land, the

pre-emption right of which, was in the State, (on our

map, called the Kew York Reservation j, the southern

part of which lands reach near to New Amsterdam, and

there is a situation on said lands intended to be purchased,

equally or more advantageous for a town, than New
Amsterdam ; so that if the State shall make the intended

purchase this summer, and offer tliis spot for sale before

New Amsterdam gets in operation, the 'nick of time'

will be lost to the future prosperity of that place. It

would therefore evidently tend more to the advantage of

the Dutch proprietors to give the agent-general of their

concerns in this country, full and discretionary powers to

act, and transact their business as existing circumstances

might evince to be most conducive to the interests of tlie

proprietors."

Tlie allusion is to Black llock, which Mr. Ellicott even

then considered " equally or more advantageous fur a

town than Buffalo." These advantages were reversed by

the building of the long pier in the Niagara River, for

m
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the use Of the Erie Canal, and the construction of the
pier and break-water at the mouth of the Buftalo Creek,
to protect and keep open the harbor, and the extension
of he Ene Canal to that place. Eoth are now included
withm the corporate limits of the city of Euffalo.
The first murder of which we have any record, was

comnutted in Buffalo (or rather New Amsterdam, as it
was then called) in July, 1802. An Indian from one of
the villages on Euffalo Creek, attacked (it is said without
provocation) John Palmer, the inn-keeper, with a drawn
Jmite, with the intent to stab him. Tu'o men, of the
name of Ward and Keeler, were sittii... with Palmer at
the time. Not succeeding in his attempt upon Palmer
the Indian struck his knife into the neck of Ward The
alarm soon brought together the few white inhabitants
and in the attempt to secure the Indian, a man of the
name of John Ilewett, received several stabs from the
desperate savage, producing almost instant death. The
Indian, however, M-as secured, and during the niaht
taken to Fort Niagara and placed in close custody.

"

The Indians were aroused by the news of the"capture
of one of their number, and the next dav, a band of
forty or fifty armed warriors apj^eared in New Amster-
dam, demanding the release of the prisoner, and had he
been within their reach, would have rescued him. This
created consternation and alarm among the few white in-
habitants, and caused some to floe from the settlement
A great majority of the Indians still looked upon the

whites as intruders, and from the strong British or Canadi-
an influence still exerted among them, the settlers were
fearful of further and greater exhibitions of savage cruelty
A petition was forwarded by the white inhabitants-

m
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IVIr. Ellieott ;iii(l his surveyors, ami settlers upon the

riollaiul Piirchtiso, entering zealously into the measure

—

for a small garrison of tnx)ps at the village of Euifalo

Creek, alias New Amsterdam, I'ut these fears were

groundless, as no further dis^turbance occurred.

The sale of farm lots in the vicinity of Buffalo, as has

been observed, began in 1803. The snrvey of the vil-

lage not being yet com])leted. Dr. Cyrenius Chapin

bought Lot Xo. 41, Township 11, Sth Ilange, and re-

.
ceived his article of agreement Oct. 11th, 1S03. This

appears to bo the earliest date of sales in this vicinity.

This lot, i)urcliascd by Dr. Chapin, contained ninety-

nine acros, ibr which ho agreed to [Kxy 8340.50. There

were several other contracts (or rather "articles," as they

were called) issued, bearing the same date as that of Dr»
Chapin. William Deshay bought Lots No. 59 and 60,

Township 11,8th Range, and received his article Oct.

11th, 1803, agreeing to pa}-, for eighty-six acres, 8430;
Asa Chapman, Lot No. 40, 11th Township, Sth Range,

one hundred and twenty-seven acres, for 8145.50; Isaac

llulburt, Lot Gl, same Township and Ivaiige, fifty-nine

acres for 8295—(this article was subsequently assigned

to Nathan Toles) ; George Bnrgar, part of Lot CI, same
Township and liange, fifty-nine acres, for 8232.80—sub-
sequently assigned to Vincent Grant. William Ilodge

took up Lot. No. 35, same Township and liange, forty-

seven and three-tenths acres, on the 22d of Octol)er,

1803, for which he agreed to pay 823G.50; Samuel Tup-

pcr, on the same day, Lot 27, same Township and Range,
sixty-live acres, 8-'94.75, and c»n the 25th, Lot No. 50,

same Township and Range, thirty-four acres, for

1172.50; Oct. 29th, AVilliam Ilodgc, Lot 57, sixty-one
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l!il

Maybeo, Asa Kansom, Thomas Stewart, Sinnucl Tratt,

"William Jolinson, Jolm Crow, Joseph Landou, Erastus
Grangor, Jonas Williams, Eobert Ivcane, Vincent Grant,
Louis Lo Couteulx.

The Ilolland Land Company deeded to William John-
ston, Outer Lot, No. 93, October 27th ISO-l.

DOCTOR CYiiKNirS CUAriN.

As the first permanent settler ii; JJufiulo after the cx-

tinguislimcnt of the Indian title to the lands upon wliich

the city of Buflalo is built, and as a prominent leading
man for many years after the first settlement, and during
all the period while society was struggling through the
chau'^e from a savage to a civilized state, the life and
character of Doctor Cyrenius Chapin deserves a more
extended notice. Xot only the truth of histoiy recjuires

this, but respect fo. die opinions of multitudes who still

survive, who knew liim, and remember with gratitude
his disinterested kindness, his untiring energy in his pro-
fession, ami his patriotic devotion and self sacrificing

zeal in the service of his country demand it, and they would
consider it an important omission in the history of our
city, to leave out a record so essential to truth.

As has already been observed. Dr. Chai)in came to

Buffalo in LSOl, undoubtedly with a settled purpose to

make it his fixed and permanent abode. Failing in his

first attempt to purchase in connexion with others, a
large tract of land at the mouth of JJufialo Creek, he
determined nevertheless to persevere, lie arrived here
in 1803 with his fann'ly, but as there was no house to be
obtained, he was obliged to cross the river to Fort Erie,
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years, when Biiftiilo was strufrgJin^r into existence, no
single individual exerted a wider or greater influence,

than Doctor Chapin.

So fully was his characteu and usefulness ai)preciated

by theflrst settlers of Buffalo, that as late as 1836, only
two years before his death, he was presented with a val-

itable service of plate, consist; ig of two massive i)itcher8

and twelve goblets, as a testimonial of their appreciation
of his character and services, both as a citizen, and a
soldier in the war of 1812. *

The committee charged with the duty of procuring and
presenting this memorial, consisted of the following lead-

ing c"tizens : Teter 13. Porter, Louis Le Couteulx, Ebe-'
nezer Walden, Amos Callender, lliram Pjatt, E. D!
Efner, Jacob A. Barker, Ebenezer Johnson, W. A. Car-

penter, Alanson Palmer and Sylvester Mathews.
The plate was jiresented to liim by the committee, in

behalf of the donors, in the following address by their

chairman, Gen. Peter B. Porter

:

"Sir :— As chairman of a committee selected by your
fellow citizens, from that portion oi" them who have been
longest and most intimately acquainted with you, I take

great pleasure in presenting to you, in the name and be-

lialf of that committee, and those citizens, this service of

plate, which they beg you to accept and preserve as a

testimonial, tor your children as well as yourself, of the

respect they entertain for your services both civil and
military, and more especially for the patriotism and gal-

lantry displayed by you in our late war with Great
Britain.

" Should we seem to have been too tardy in this pub-

lic manifestation of our sentiments, we have only to say
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vindicate your cliaracter, as they abundantly do, from
facts within their own personal knowledge, against these

unmerited calumnies, coming as they do before the pub-

lic under such imposing auspices.

•' Among those who have known you longest and best,

and many of those are now present, I have had the

pleasure of your acquaintance for some thirty years past.

It is surely no just cause of reproach that, anterior to

the war, you belonged to what was called the Federal
Party, because the political distinction between the two
great parties of that day consisted solely in an honest

dijferenco of opinion as to tiie cardinal measures most
proper to bo pursued, to advance the common interest

and glory of tiio Republic. WJ)at mivy have been your
abstract and speculative oi)inions in regard to the justice

or expediency of the war, I do not know
; but I do

know that, from the moment of its declaration, no indi-

vidual of my acquaintance was more active and zealous

in his endeavors to render its ojjcrations successful and
effective—noae more reckless of personal danger, or

more forwarc. in the devotion of his private property to

the public use—than yourself.

'' Tlic charge of cowardice, so boldly made against

you by this writer, seems hardly deserving of a serious

refutation, especially before a Buffalo audience. If it

were necessary to adduce evidence of your courage, the

only fear would be that it might prove too much. For
instance, the voluntary and consjucuous part you took in

boarding and cutting out two armed vessels from Fort

Erie
;
the still more daring exploit by which you, by the

aid of your companions, attacked and subdued the

armed guard (yourselves unarmed) who were convevln"-
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and your frnnk and generous deportment in all the

various relntioiiF of private life—will bo as kindly re-

ceived by jou us they are cheerfully and gratefully ten-

dered by us."

To which Col. Chapin replied :

" Sir :—In receiving this present from your hands, a

thousand by-gone rocv'\\y-['^i'r: are revived. The early

settlement of this our now happy country—the perils

and fatigues in settling a then almost unbroken wilder-

ness, the red men then the lords of the soil—the defeats

and disasters of desolating war—the ruins of our then

late peaceful town—the destruction of commerce—a des-

olating disease—all, in rapid succession, rush upon my
mind and almost overwhelm me. But, amidst all these

untoward circumstances, we have had much of pros-

perity, and more, for which our sincere thanks are due

to the Supreme Dispenser of Events, that our lives have

been spared to the present time.

" In calling to mind the various scenes through which

we have passed since I first knew you, we have had

many hours on which memory lingers and may delight

to dwell.

*' Sir—In behalf of those whom you represent, as well

as yourself, I shall ever regard these symbols of your

affection, so closely identified with your good will to-

wards me, as a sacred memento of my duty to you and

my country, and shall remember this as one of the hap-

piest days of my life. As this did not emanate from the

excitement of an admiration of uno brilliant achieve-

ment, but from the lavoralde, deliberate opinion of my
patriotic and general exertions in the late war, confirmed

iuhI perpetuated with time to the present moment,



A TKUi™ TO Tire MUMORT OF D». ClUPm. IflS

mnkoa it <l„„bly wolc„,„e. In ,!„« tendering to yon

tank,, WO..U. i„„„e,„„te,y express the en,;.ioi IMon this gratifying occasion.

" A c..nscioU8n..s8 of Laving [trieil to .liecliarse mvduty, .8 at all times a Bonreo o( consolation
; but tL Inproval of my fel,„w.ci.i.„„s, as in this instjnc lilly manifested, awakens witlun ,no a feelin. of gratitudewinch I „opo will only be chilled with tl,.> ert'

"'„'

of 1. c
;
and, gentle.ncn, whatever ,„ay be your coltion ,„ h,s changing world, I pray you ace pt S^,

wishes for your futiiro welfare and happiness."

The following tribute to tlie memory of Dr ri,„,.i„ •

from the Monroe Times, a paper pnb.i^l.e UtR^r
Its date .8 a few days after his decease, in 1838

:

" DOCTOR CaiPtK.

"From a somewhat familiar knowledge of the publicservices of Dr. Chapin, as one of the founders o Buff^lo-as a man ot exalted character and high enterprise-
n.s one of the most patriotic and daring defendeJoTour
irontier during the late war-as an eminent ZLland ruly philanthropic man-we cannot with old nowtbathe IS gathered unto his fathers) our testimony o b^worth, and our regrets at his decease.

ml^Z "";;
""^'^' y^"^ ••g". I'O established himselfm Buflah. ,„ the practice of medicine. Buffalo then, asa c

y, or even as a village, was not ; a few scattered

oi the Indians, or the rude improvements of the pio-aoors-then filled up the scene, now transformed, by the

Lii3 ','M
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magic impulrto of civilizutioii, into i\ nohlo city, Htuddod

with ina^iiilic'ciit bulldin;^'.-!, adorned with Ptjuares nnd

pai'lw and capacious streets, enlivened hy the rush of n

busy, thriving popuhition of nearly twenty thouBnnd

Bouls—the contro of a j^reat and jj;;rowinf^ trade—the

mart of conunorce and the cradle of the arts.

" Dr. Cliapin, p()B8esflc<l of enunent generosity of

heart and energy of character, probably acconiplished

more than any other individual in alleviating the hard-

shii)8 and improving the condition of the iirst settlers of

the Holland Purchase, and in i)romoting the prosperity

of BuH'alo.

" Previous to the breaking out of the war of 1812, ho

was violently oj)posed to that measure, in common with

tlic party to which ho belonged ; but when it was onco

entered upon, when the tide of desolation began to del-

uge our northern frontier, ho entered into tiio ecrvico of

his country with liis whole soul, and in the oflices of

Major, Colonel, tfec, which ho held during the contest,

rendered tbo most signal and imj)ortant services.

The daring manner in which he, with a small party of

sailors, cut out two armed vessels from under tho guns of

Fort Erie, has but few parallels in tho history of indi-

vidual achievement ; and tho ro-capturo of himself and

party, while on their way (across tho Lake) to Canada,

in open boats, as prisonci : of war, by rising, unarmed,

upon a superior force, who acted as tho guard, taking

them prisoners and returning homo in triumph, was an

enterprise which nothing but great courage and energy

of character could accomplish.

" After the close of the contest, he ro-commoTiced tho

duties of his profession, which he continued till his death;
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Wo It l„e8 m (1,0 mcuonc-s of tl,o c,.,„p„„io„ of 1,1,

,
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"Finding that ,l,of„reo under ,ny co.n.nand, at BlackRock was sucl, tl,at all farlk. ..osistance on ,ny partwonld be vain, having only five „,on left with n.e- horc,na„,de.. being citl,e,. killed, wonnded o,- disne" ed ll
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V 11 "e If ' t;>"''
"''"'' "™ ™'"''"^ -•-"•»s a^

a twelve ponnder, at the junction of the BiackEock road
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with the main street. A few discliarges were made from

it which very much annoyed the enemy ; but the car-

riage breaking, it was rendered useless. A large body

of British troops were now within thirtj'^ rods of lis, and

the Indians had nearly surrounded the town and were in

full pursuit of the distressed iidiabitants, who had no

means of making a rapid retreat, or the least resistance.

In this situation I conceived it my duty to resort to some

stratagem to save the people from inevitable destruction.

I requested some one to meet the enemy with a fliig, but

no one appearing willing, I went myself, and the moment

I was received, I requested the enemy to halt, which

was done ; and while I was attempting a negotiation, all

was quiet, and the people had time to make their escape

from the savages, who had already massacred several of

the inhabitants, in their retreat, whether armed or un-

armed. Altho' I failed in saving the town, still I. suc-

ceeded in securing the retreat of many inhabitants who

would have otherwise fallen victims to savage ven-

geance."

The estimation in which tlie enemy held the character

and conduct of Col. Chapin, at the time of the surrender

of Buffalo, will appear in the fullowing

:

EXTRACT OF A LKTTKR FROM LIKL'T. GEN'l DRUMMf)XD TO SIR

GEO. I'REVOST, DATED,

" York, February 15th, ISU.

"J. Iiave the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your

letter of the 5tii instant, transmitting a communication

Irom Col. Chapin, of the United States Army, and

in reply thereto, have to acquaint your Excellency that
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oousidering tl,e circumstances .mclor which that officer
wascaptureJ as reported to me by Ge.. Eiall, on- myamva at BnftUIo, I conceive that l,is detention as a prisoner of war was perfectly justifiable.

"It appeai-s that ho was not only extremely activedunng the act.on at Black llock, on the morning of the30tU December, but afterwards retreated with the Amer-ican army to Buffalo, where I understand he assumed theco,n,nan of the force that remained there, and ha! ngakcn coramandmg position in front of the town, con.derably annoyed onr troops with round and grape shotfrom a s... pounder, whilst thoy were advancing ; 'and

"

I l-ave been udormod it was not „«til he fonni that h
xert,„ns to arrest their progress were without eftect tha
.0 ea„,e „„t from Euffido as a self constituted flu. ofrnce at a tune when our forces were in full pursuit of

Lui do had been taken possession of that Major Gen
Iv,all, havmg u.entioued to „,o that he had ordered Col'thap.n to remain in arrest at his house, until ho was'ma e c,p.ai„tcd with n,y i„.o„ti„„s with 'regard t 1 :««t I d„.ected the Major General to send him across the

If 4:
"^'"'^^ °' "" """="'-' '="»^'"«""g '"'> a prisoner

f;'i

m ii
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Mr. Erastus Granger came to reside in Buffalo in 1803.

Previous to the election of Mr. Jefferson, tlie Grangers,

then young men, had been engaged in the examination

and perhaps survey of Virginia lands ; they liaving been

largely purchased by capitalists in New England, where

the Grangers resided. During their sojourn in Virginia,

they became acquainted with Mr. Jefferson, and on his

becoming a candidate for the presidency, the Grangers

having returned to New England, warmly espoused his

cause, and after his election he offered to do anything in

his power for them, and as an evidence of the confidence

reposed in them by Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Gideon Granger

was appointed Postmaster General, and Mr. Erastus

Granger was sent to Buffalo to exert his political inllu-

ence in favor of the party which had elevated Mr. Jef-

ferson to power. His mission therefore to this locality

was entirely of a political character. Mr. Granger had

been quite recently married and his wife had died before

he came to Buffalo. He located himself at John Crow's

tavern as a boarder, it being the only place where he

could obtain even the scanty accommodation afforded

him. He was invested with all the offices then within

the gift of the Federal Government.

He wf.s appointed Superintendent of Indian Affairs,
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Postmaster, ai)d on the orguni.atio.i of the Collec«
lou District OF Buffalo Greek, he was appointed Col-

lector ol Customs for that District.

iAIost of the leading early settlors in Bnlfalo belonged
to the Federal party; consequently, Mr. Granger be-
came the leader of the Democratic party in WesternNew iork-Mr. Ellicott, so fa, as his qualcer antece-
dents and proclivities wo^ald permit, acting in harn.ony
with hnu

;
and the early correspondence between these

two prominent men, for several years, was abnost exclu-
sively of a political character.

It does not appear, from the records, that Mr. Granger
purchased lands nntil some time after his first set-
tlement here. The first record is the purchase of Inner
Lot JSo. 31, in July, 1805. He subsequently purchased
other lands, mcluding Lot No. G3, Eleventb Township,
i^ighth Range, one hundred and twelve acres, in 1810
and Outer Lots 00, 91 and 92, in 1801). It is believed
that, in every case, he took a deed instead of an article
of agreement, as was then the almost universal custom.
Mr. Granger, having located himself upon his farm

lot at what was called Granger s (or Four Mile) Creek,
(lid not Identify himself so mucb with the business inter-
ests of the village as, perhaps, he otherwise would have
done. His position, however, was a prominent and in-
fluential one, and gave him a piiblic reputation superior
to tiiat ot any other man at that early day.
Several of our early settlers who became prominent in

he early history of ]3„ffiUo, brought letters of introduc-
tion to Mr. Granger.

lie inarried, for his second wife, the daughter of Mr.
JSathaniel Sanborn, of Canandaigua-a lady of high

:
'1^
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character and accoraplishments. His sons were the late

Rev. James 1^. Granger, who survived him several

years, and Warren Granger, Esq., who still resides in

Bufl'alo.

It sliould be said of Mr. Granger that he filled the

various public offices which he held with distinguished

ability and fidelity. He was liighly respected during a

life protracted beyond the period generally allotted to

man, and died lamented by all wiio knew him. His
death occurred in 1823.

The following are Rev. Timothy Dwight's remarks, on

his visit to Buffalo in 180-4 :

" Builiilo Creek, otherwise New Amsterdam, is built

on the n\)rth-oast border of a considerable mill-stream,

which bears the same name. A bar at the mouth, pre-

vents all vesst.'ls larger than boats from ascending its

waters. For boats, it is navigable about eiglit miles.

Its appearance is more sprightly than that of some others

in this region. The south-western bank is here a penin-

sula, covered with a handsome grove. Through it sev-

eral vistas might be cut with advantage, as they would

open fine views of the Lake—a beautiful object. The
prospect wliich they would furnish, towards the west

and south-west, would be boundless.

"The village is built half a mile from ihc mouth of the

creek, and consists of about twenty indifferent houses.

The Holland Company own the soil. Hitherto they

have declined to sell it, and untd very lately, to lease it-

Most of the settlers have therefore taken up their ground

without a title. The terms o-i which it is leased are)

that the lessee shall, within nine months, build a liouse'

thirty feet front and two stories high, and shall pay (if I



,
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mUtako not) two dollars annually for each lot of l.alf an

"The streets are straight, and cross each other at riL^ht-
angles but are only forty feet Mnde. What coukl have
HKluced tins wretched li.nitation, in a mere wilderness, Iam nnable to conceive.

''Tlie spot is unhealthy, though of suflicient elevation,
and, so far as I have been informed, f.ee from the vicin-

those which are common to all this country
"The inhabitants ar3 a casual collecUon of adven-

urers and have t],e usnal character of such adventuers
thu. collected, when remote fro.n regular society, retain-
ing but imle sense of government or religion.

We saw about as many Indians in^ this village as
wh.te people. The Superintendent of Indian Ailait-s of
tije bix isations resides here.

" JS^ew Amsterdam is at present tlie thoroughfare for
all the commerce and travelling interchangeably .oin<.
on between the Eastern States (including N^w York and
Isevv Jersey) and the countries bordering on the great
western lakes.

^

''The creek is frequently said to unite with the river
Niagara I should say, as I believe every other man
would who spoke from his own inspection, that it unites
will Lake Lrie

;
and that the river Niagara bei^ins two

miles lurther north at, or rather just below, Black Kock.f
llere^he first perceptible current commences

; while at

would justify (|'c.M.;faf(.,tnt.J^
•"'""'"' ^^"^ "'^"''"'' Corupany

t Ho evidently mistook Bird Island for Black Rock.

.^1
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the mouth of the creek, the waters, unless agitated by the

wind, are perfectly still, and have exactly the same ap-

pearance as other jiarts of the lake.

" At Black Rock, a town which is a mile square, is

laid out by order of the State into house lots. The lots

are to be disposed of at public sale, in December of this

year, upon terms with which I am unacquainted. Should
they be equitable, the trade which 1 mentioned M-ill soon
centre here. Between this rock and the shore is the only

secure harbor on the American, and a much better one
than on tli.; British side of the lake, within a great dis-

tance. A road is already begun from this spot to Fort

Niagara, at the mouth of the river, and will not probably

be completed within a year. Tiie period is not distant

when the commerce of this neighberhood will become a

great national object, and involve no small part of the

interests and happiness of millions. 1 shall consider it

more particularly hereafter. * * *

"The prospect presented at Buifalo, is most attractive,

notwitlistanding the interruption named abcve. Directly

opposite at the distance of two miles, but in full view

stands Fort Erie, a block-house, accompanied by a suit of

barracks and a hamlet. This collection of houses is built

on a beautiful shore, wears less the appearance of a

recent settlement, and exhibits a much greater degree of

iniprovement, than anything which we saw west of the

Genesee Eiver. Beyond this handet a handsome point

stretches to the south-west and furnishes an imperfect

shelter to the vessels employed in the commerce of the

lake. Seven of these vessels (five schooners, a sloop and

a pettiaugre) lay in the harbor at this time, and present-

ed to us an image of business and activity, which dis-
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tant as we were fro.n tl,o ocean, was scarcely less im-
pross.vethan tl.at presented by .he l.arbor of Lv Yorkwhen crowded wiU,aIn,„st as „,any ia.n.hcds. Behind

.s r„,„t another nn.ch n.ore ren.ote stretches o,, in
ti.e san.e d,rect,on,e.hil,i,ingatonn „f finished ele^anc,and seonung an exactly snitable limit for the sheet*

St
1 InrthersouthwanI the late opens in hotn.dless viewand presents in a perleet M,„,n,er the blending ,„ „„,,•,„.

ited waters wti tiio sliv n,„. .1
"""m

« if t„ , ,
"'°'° 1*""". assembled

as It to (east oar eyes at the cora,nenee,nent„f the even
."g after onr arrival, one of the tnost beantffl.l collection

e onds ever seen by the votary of „at„re. They wereof elegant t„n„s an.l of hues intense and refnlgent Ther.ehest crnnson fading into the tinges of the phk and
rose adorned then, on the ere side, and gold burn Idruto the bnghtest brilliancy on the other. ^Several sttaof these splendors exteudiug over one-tenth of the ho.zon lay aoove each other in the most fascinating variety
f antast,eal beauty; while others, single, in plirs Zmal groups v,ed wif: the larger asse.nblag s in eon.r.but,ng to the gh,ry of tho scene. Toward! the out -

eouds, vuth fleeces 01 mist h.augin. beneath then,reached ronnd two-thirds of the horizon. These at ittovals were all along changed, someti.nes gradn 1, s „
'

t.mes suddenly into the gayest: cri.nson and L,Ziv.v,d pnn.le, alternated in snch a tnanner as to ZfyZutmost ettorts of both the pen and the pencil. Th skya ove o that pure bright aspect wd.ich succeeds a to mwhen ,t beeontes clear with a soft serenity, was vuiec;from a glowtng yellow, a brilliant straw c lor and aw 1

iiii
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low green into a light and finally into a dark azure, the

beautiful blue of autumn. Beneath all this glory the

lake, a boundless field of polished glass, glittered alter-

nately with the variegated splendor of the clouds and

jjues of the sky, softening and improving the brilliancy

of both with inimitable delicacy and leaving on the mind

the impression of enchantinent rather than reality. Not

a breath was felt, not a leaf trembled, not a sound was

heard, not a fluctuation disturbed the elegance of the

surface. A lively imagination would easily have fancied

that a paradise might be found beyond this charming

expanse."

Mr. Dwight evidently obtained his information in

regard to the policy pursued by the Holland Land Com-

pany in regard to the survey, settlement and sale of their

land in New Amsterdam from some one who either did

not possess the means of giving correct information or

who had imbibed a strong prejudice against the company

or their agent.

CAPTAIN SAMUEL PRATT.

Mr. Samuel Pratt, or as he was familiarly called, Capt.

Pratt, came to Eufialo in 1804. He left his home in

New England, in 1801, on a trip to Canada and the West

to purchase furs. On arriving at Montreal, he was taken

sick, and was compelled to return home. But he started

the next year, taking tlie same route, and coming up the

St. Lawrence to Niagara, he pursued his way to Detroit,

stopping on his way at Buffalo Creek. Having accom-

plished the object of his journey, he commenced his

return in the fall of 1803. Having been favorably
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tofcoa ut J uflulo, tl,e unpressions l,o received had beende^„edb,,.vi,it to .1.0 We«t, „„ieL convinced MrPratt, l.a here, was the key to tJ,o commerce of these

to estahhsh hinisclt liure in tije fur trade
Ue decided to locate hi„,self on the hlgl> hank, or ter-

the Little I3„ftalo Creelc. This lot npon the HollandLand Compan/s survey of New An>sterda„,, was d 2nated as nner Lot So. 2, b„t upon most of „r n,„1;
«^H=U the Mansion House now stands, embraein. theland e.xtend„,g to what was then Little Buffalo C,Z
:::; ;:,f"r"'-^-"

^--'- >' ^so*, m. Pr^t it^

be ng the first ever seen n, Buffalo. This journey was cons.dered b^ his friends and relatives as ,1 o hei»l, o, Mran rccHesncss. .The idea of taking a fan.if/o. 1 aUddren rnto a remote wilderness, beyond the^ of i

.^at,o„, and among savages too, was considered littleslor of desperation, and there were those who did „ thesitate to tell him he was crazy.
It is said he first eommencod'to make an improvement

as to the location of lots 99, 100, 101, 102 and 103. whichhad purchased, he removed to the corner of Sene.ml Elli ott streets, where ho built a large barn.

but recently been erected ; the timber beim; -reen

. i

'

III;
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it did not roadily ignito and oscapod tho goncral confla-

gration, and at'tor tho war, tlio frame was covered, and

served many years as a place to pack and store furs

It was subscfjucntly used as tho stable to tho Franklin

House, and quite recently gave i)laco to a new brick

structure, to be used fur the same jjurpose.

Capt. Pratt had a largo family of children. Two eons

and three daughters still survive—Mrs. Hon. Orlando

Allen being the youngest. Samuel Pratt, Jr., Paschal

P. Pratt, and the late lion. Hiram Pratt, all died in

Buflalo, leaving families—IVIessrs. S. F. Pratt and P. P.

Pratt, of the firm of Pratt & Co., and Mr. Lucius II.

Pratt, being sons of tho foriuer, and grand-sons of Capt.

Samuel Pratt.

The following notice of the death of Capt. Pratt is

from tho Pufialo Gazette of Sept. 1st, 1812 :

"Died.—In this town, yesterday morning, Capt. Sam-

uel Pratt, aged forty-eight years.

" Capt. Pratt was among the first inhabitants of this

place. With them lie cheerfully encoifntered all the pri-

vations aiul hardships incident to the first settlers of a

new country. Tho public spirit displayed by him, in

whatever related to the imin-ovement of the village and

the convenience of the early settlers in its vicinity, will

render his memory dear to all who knew him. It may,

in truth, be said of him that to the wants of tho indi-

gent his hand was ever open—to their distresses, his

heart was never closed. He has left a numerous family

and many friends to mourn liis loss."

Captain Pratt was a man characterized by great

business enterprise and activity; and his desccndents

have exhibited the same traits of character in an emi-
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•nont degreo. Tlio naiuo of Pratt l.a« «f ,
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creek some mile or two, and crossed to see a Mr. Leecii>

wlio was from Connecticut. Saw no craft, but one or

two small boats, in one of which we crossed.

" Leaving Buffalo, we went to Black Eock, through

woods—a small j^ath-way, trodden mostly by Indians,

with some appearance of wagons having passed thft

way. We crossed the river in a scow, with oui* horses

to the Canada side, and found a good road, on the bank

of the river, all the way to Chippewa, having spent the

night a few miles previous to reaching there."

" LOUIS STEPHEN LE COUTEULX.*

" Lonis Stephen Le Couteulx de Caumont was born at

Rouen, in France, on the 24th of August, 1756. He
was the only son of Anthony Le Couteulx, a counselor

at law, and delegate to the Parliament of Normandy.

He was the head of the eldest branch of the Le Couteulx

family.

"This family, which originated in Normandy, was en-

nobled in 1505, on account of some service rendered the

government, with the privilege (usually denied to the no-

bility) of engaging in commerce. It always enjoyed

high distinction, and formed many alliances with distin-

guished families in France, particularly with that of La

Fayette.

" He was destined for the magistracy, but, having no

taste for that occupation, entered the commercial house

of his relations, who had establishments in France and

many other parts of Europe. Understanding the Eng-

•From Turner's History of the Hullaiul Piircliase.
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Hsh and Spanish languages, he was sent to London and
^adiz, where he passed several years.
^'In Septenaber, 1786, he nuirried, in Paris, Misa

Clouet, whoso father held an honorable office in that
city. She was a neice of Gen. Tonzard, who came toAmenca w.h Gen. La Fayette, during the revolutionary
wai and lost an arm in our service. This did not pre-
vent huntrom remaining in the employ of our govern-ment unt.l his death, which occurred in isil

" Immediately after his marriage, Mr. Le Couteulx

J sent to the United States, to negotiate a settle:^
ot accounts with the house of Eobert Morris He arnved, with his wife, at New York on the 15th of Be'
ce.nber, 1786, and repaired to Philadelphia, whither hisbusmess called him.

;' Having arranged the accounts with Mr. Morris, andbemg pleased with this country, he rented a house in-T nton, Kew Jersey, where he remained until the July
following. He then purchased an estate in Bucklcounty .^ar Philadelphia, of about two hundred acres
called » La Petite France."

'

" Wishing to become a citizen of the United Stateshe made his trst declaration on the 7th day of July
1787, and eventually obtained his certificate of natu-
ralization.

''The climate of this country not agreeing wnth his

bef'l7 "h r"''
'"' '' '^""^^' ''' 1^^^^ -f Octo-

bei 1789, with his two sons, and returned alone to Phil-
adelphia, the 17th of February following..

^'Hewas among the first who introduced merino
sheep .nto the United States, having imported a pairftom Spam, in 1780, which he presented to Pobert
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Morris. Thej were sent t'ruiu Cadiz by tlie house of Lo

Couteulx—not without great difficulty and risk, as the

Spanish government had forbidden tlieir exportation, un-

der severe penalties.

" Having arranged his business with Mr.- Morris, and

being fond of traveling, he set out on horse-back, accom-

panied with a servant, and visited the greater part oi'

the United States. This occupied him two years, a part

of which time he spent among various tribes of Indians,

for the purpose of studying their manners and customs.

During this sojourn among the Indians, he was adopted

by the Senecas. He wrote an interesting journal of his

travels, which, unfortunately, has been lost.

" After finishing his travels, he established himself in

business at Albany, in the spring of 1795, where he con-

tinued to reside for many years.

" He set out in the month of September, 1800, with a

large quantity of merchandize, destined for Detroit,

where he had determined to reside, in case he found it a

good market for his goods.

" The usual route of travel to Detroit, at that early

period, was by way of Fort Niagara, For; George and

Queenston, to Cliippewa and Fort Erie, where shipping

could be obtained direct to Detroit.

" On landing at Fort George, on the 7th day of Octo-

•ber, 1800, ho was arrested by the English, on suspicion

•of being a French spy, and sent (a prisoner) to Quebec,

where he endured a rigorous captivity from the 4th day

of November, 1800, until the 29tii day of July, 1802.

when he was released, in consequence of the ratification

of peace between Great Britain and France.

" During his detention, strenuous exertions were made
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<Ji lue united btates in vain rlnimn/i i.;^ r i

An,erica„ citizen.
'" ''""'""K" "^ "-

"His affairs experienced sad derangement durin.. his

zr:, r^t.'
'"'

t''
'^"»'

"° -"'" -- "-
and r™

'""'" '°°" '"^^'- l-'-'-'ed, fron, theHolland Con,pany, several lots in the then villa-^e ofNew Amsterdam (now Buffalo).
°

constrnct
1, ,„ a fra.ne honse, opposite Mr. Cro^v's on

.1.0 s,te ot the bnilding now known as the • Le C„„t „

"

Block, m which 1,0 livc.1 nntil the burning of B ffantl. h,s second wife, wl.on, hen.arried a short tim at;Ins release from his o-iptivity.

"He was soon after employed by the Holland Com-panyas an agent for the sale of their lands in ]i„Zo».l .ts v,c,n,ty, and was a,,pointed first Clerk of N a

^

i-a county the 26tl, of March, 1808, which office ho c»nue to hold nnti, the war of ,813. Ho then re oTd
.0 Albany where he had still a small property, and reestabl .shod hnnsolf in business in that city
"He received tho a,,poiutmeut of Forage Master in

1.0 service of the United States, towar.ls the clesetf tllate war, which be held until June 1S15
"Ho was elected Sergeant,,t.A;,us by the Constitu-

Senate
"' "'"' """' "'^^ ''>' "'» ^ew Vork

"He soon afler returned to Buffalo, wl,c,-e he resided
n..l 1..S death, which occurred October, 16th, l.SSD at
.e ago of eightyfour years. His wife had died 1 o

\ ear previous.
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" Thus have we sketched the prominent events of the

life of Louis Stephen Le Couteulx, one of tlio earliest

pioneers of Butfalo.

"lie died regretted by all who were capable of appre-

ciating his good (puUities. As a private citizen, no one

was more worthy of the general esteem and considera-

tion in which he was hold. lie was a kind father,

affectionate husband, and firm friend. He was hunest

beyond suspicion. As a Catholic, he strictly observed

all the recpiirements of his religion, and esi)ecially those

of the Gospel, which induced him to regard all the un-

fortunate as his bretliron, and to aiford them assistance

without reference to tlieir reli'non. In the discharge of

his public duties, he was distinguished for his integrity,

his zeal and his aftability.

" Although a foreigner by birth, no one excelled him

in love of his adopted country, or more highly apjireci-

ated its institutions, and he was ever ready to sacrifice

his personal interest for the general good. Some proofs

of this may be found in the donations he has made to

tlie city of BufiUlo, and other corporations, for benevo-

lent purposes. He was the founder of St. Louis Church,

erected by the Catholics, on a lai-ge lot fronting on Main

street, in the city of Buffalo, which he presented to the

Bishop of New York and his successors in office for that

purpose, and for the construction of which he con-

tributed a large share of the funds. He also gave an-

other lot to the Irish Catholic congregation, on whicli

they have recently erected a cimrch.

"In acknowledgment of these benevolent acts, and to

perpetuate his memory, the Common Council of tlie

City of Buffalo procured his portrait to be j^ainted, a
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Short tirno before Lis death, and have placed it a.non.

Mr. Le Couteul.v M^as the local agent and confidential
correspondent of Mr. Ellicott, in Buffalo, for several 3 e s-d lus letters to Mr. Ellicott are n.arked with the pTcu-'

^th^rrri'f'^^^^"^^'-- ^^^^ .entii:;:.

dl IT '"'rr'
'' "^""^'""'^'^ inhisn-atnersand

col v'f n'
" " ''"' '''''' ^-">^^"^ the oldtountj o Nniganx, at a very early period, and the beauty

ot his chirography has scarcely been equaled by- any
-cuuibent of the office since, lie purchased InnL Lo'V 4 and kept a small drug store. This lot was con-
y cd by deed of the Holland Land Company to his wife

It could scarcely be otherwise, than that a man of such agentle genial spirit should be universally beloved and

The fl.llowing notice of Buffalo in 1806, is from Mr.

Purcllas^ '

'"'^
'' ""^'""^ ^'"" ^"^"'^^^-'^ -^^"^"^1

"I settled in Buffalo, in 1806. There were then siv
een dwelling houses, principally frame ones

; eight of
thorn were scattered along on Main street, three of them
were on the terrace, three of them on Seneca street, andtwo of then, on Cayuga street. There were two sto^es-
oae the ' contractors,' on the corner of Main and

'rr T: if
'^ ^^"^^"^ ^^-t' - the east side

of Mam street. The other was the store of Samuel Pratt
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tt,

adjoining Crow's tavorn. Mr. Le Couteulx kept a drn^
store in part of his house, on (the north side of) Crow
street. David Rees's Indian bhicksniith shop was on
Seneca street, and William liobbins had a blacksmith

shop on Main street. John Crow kept a tavern where
the Mansion House now stands, and Judge Barker kept
one on the site of the Market. I remember very well

the arrival of the first piiblic mail that ever reached Buf-
falo. It was brought on horseback by Ezra Metcalf.

He came to my blacksmith shop and got his hor'-.c slod.

He told me ho could carry the contents of his (mail) bag
in his two hands."

MB. DAVID RKESE.

Mr. David Reese probably came to Buffalo in the em-
ployment of the Government as the Indian blacksmitli.

It had been the custom to furnish the Indians a black

smith, or gunsmith to repair their guns, axes, hatchets,

hoes, steel traps and other iron implements M'hich their

intercourse with the whites had introduced among them.

In ISOG, Mr. Reese purchased Outer Lot, No. 170, on
Seneca street and built his blacksmith sliop on the corner

of Washington and Seneca streets, where the Post Ofiice

now stands, and where Mr. Pratt began his improvenient

the year before. Tiiis shop was a frame building, one-

story high, painted red, and has historic importance as

being one of the two buildings not burned by the British

in the war of 18112, and it served as a shelter for the

wounded on that occasion, and some of the bodies ot the

killed were taken to that building before interment,

Mr, Reese built his dwelling upon the opposite corner of
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Seneca street, on Outer Lot, Xo. 93 a na.i of l .cf-nn'j U«- Ti. • . . ' '^ Pftlt 01 John--ton 8 lot It,»ea„| t,,i3 ,<,t ^^^
-ns or by Johnston. M,-, lioeso continued to cay",- b acksm th e„op after t>,e settlon.ont of tb v Z o

yea .fte? : "*"""' '''"'' »'""<1 '- '^n or iilteen

rb„« ,rr ?
?"" "' "'"^''

"
'^»- »-"—

™iU,-n, at ...ffalo Cee,,' S'^-t,;",L'^^Z'

™ ,Tl, , r""''" '» 1°^"n.e small job
""','„'" """ksm.tbsbop; i„tl,o dispute which fol

osuch,. .logreo, that he threatened ,„ serve Tov.,.g the san,„ way; .,,,on which, Young Ki„„ bav t
J.s.no„„ted, struck Reese on the head witl,; stick or b"i;on winch Reese seized a scythe in the 1,

." oj >'

bystander and strnok Young Ki„„ „ severe 1,1

-W ann nearly severing it f^a, his h
" ^ : ,:r-npntated the following day; Reese wL proscc d f^r

'0 n.a.mn,g, but through the influence of ,iutu.l friend,themattorwas submitted to arbilf,tr,„
""""""™<'s

.1.0 following agreen,cnt:
"""""""""' ^o"- h'

" Whereas, divers controversies have existed and do..owex,st, between David Reese, of Dutia.o, and Young

m i
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KIn^', ii Seiiooiv IikUjui, of and concerning ft certain

assault and battery, or niaylicin alledgcd to liavo been

coniniittod on the said Young King by tbo said David,

and whereas the said i)artie8 are anxious to linally settle

and determine the same *.

" Therefore, be it known that we, the said David and
Young King, do hereby agree to submit, all and singular,

the things touching the said assault and battery, or

mayhem, to Augustus Porter, Jusliua Gillett and Jonas

"Williams, Esquires, arbitrators, by the said parties, in-

diiferently chosen, and to abide by any award or decision

that shall be made by the said arbitrators, or any two of

them, concerning the said controversy, so the said award
be ill writing under the hands and seals of the said arbi-

trators, or any two of them, ready to be delivered by the

25th day of November, instant.

In witness whereof we have hereunto set our hands
the twenty-third day ot November, 1815.

DA.VID REESE,
YOUNG KING.



CMIAI'TEi; X.

fVn.n i,n /.
'"-"' ''^'^J^^'^tX ^^'vage, for she never returnediioni her tnp to Mackinac, l.ut was lost ,'n Tnl- ir

with all on board. " ^'^^'"' ""'••^"'

bvIVr'TT""'
^•^' -0' other vessels bein,. builtbj he French, but soon after the surrender of Khc

"

con.nerce n elZ"r" ""'''''''' ^^'^^ ^ ^^

The Eno.];,), i . , ? ' ^''^ ^ Ja^ara River,li^e hngl.sh had several vessels upon Lake Eric in 1Y01as we learn from Proctor's journal and in nor^ ,
.'



188 IIISTOUY OF IIUFFALO.

Chippewa). 1 found them lodged in n hiiiuU log hoiwo,
which contained bnt the one room, and just Bitting
ilown to supper, they IukI procured through the
assistance of a gentlcnuin in the Indian department, who
had accompanied them from Chippoway. This habitation
was the projjcrty of an old woman, who, in her younger
days, had followed the drum, and now gained a livli-

hood by accommodating, to the best of her power, such
travelers as passed by Fort Erie. A 8t)rry habitation it

was
;
the crazy door was ready to droj) oif the hinges,

and in all the three windows of it, not one pane of glass
was there—a young gentleman from Detroit having
amused himself, whilst detained in the place by contrary
winds, some little time before our arrival, with shooting
arrows through them. It is not likely that these win"-

tlows would be speedily repaired, for no glazier was to

be met with nearer than Newark, thirty-six miles dis-

tant. Jlere, as we lay folded in our skins on the floor,

the rain beat in ui)on us, and the wind whistled about
our cars, but this was nt>t the worst. In the morning,
we found it a diflicult matter to get wherewith to satistV
our hunger. Dinner was more diflicult to be had than
l)reaktast—supper, than dinner. There seemed to be a
greater scarcity of i)rovisions, also, the second day than
there was on the first.

"At last, fearing that we should be famished if we re-

mained longer under the care of old mother Palmer, we
embarked at once on board the vessel of war in which
we intended to cross the lake, where although sometimes
tossed about by the contrary, raging winds, wo hud com
fortable berths and fared sum])tuously every day.
"Ships lie opposite to Fort Erie, at the distance of

about one hundred yards from the shore. Thev are
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'
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branches of trees upwards of twenty feet from the

ground.

" In our rambles we used frc(iuently to fall in with

parties of Seneca Indians from the opposite side of the

lake, amusing themselvos with hunting and shootino-

these animals. They shot them principally with bows
and blow-guns, at the use of which last, the Senecas are

wonderfully expert. The blow-g\m is a narrow tube com-
monly about six feet in length, made of a cane reed, or

of some pitliy wood, through which they drive short,

slender arrows by the force of the breath. The arrows

are not much thicker than the low string of a violin
;

they are headed generally with little tri-angular bits of

tin, and round the opposite ends for the length of about

two inches, a quantity of the down of thistles, or some-
thing very like it, is bound so p.s to leave the arrow at this

part of such a thickness that they may but barely pass

into the tube. The arrow is put into the end of the tube

that is held next to the mouth ; the down catches the

breath, and with a smart puff they will fly to the dis-

tance of fifty ,'ards. I have followed young Seneca
Indians whilst shooting with blow-guns, for hours together,

during which time I have never known them to miss

their aim at the distance of ten or fifteen yards, although

they shot at the little red squirrels, which a^e not half

the size of a rat, and v/ith such wonderful force used

they to blow forth the arrows, that they frequently

drove them up to the very thistL down, through the

heads of the largest black squirrels. The effect of these

guns appears at first like magic. The tube is put to

the mouth, and in the twinkling of an eye you see the

squirrel tliat is aimed at fall lifeless to the ground; no

"^"" "vr
.^''^'.*A
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" At that time the only residents at that place, so far

as I. recollect were William Johnston, the British Indian

interpreter, whose house stood on the site of the present

Mansion House, an Indian trader named Winnee, a negro

named Joe*, also a trader, both of whom resided on the

flats near the mouth of Buffalo Creek, and a Dutchman,
by the name of Middaugh, with a family, who resided

some forty or fifty rods east of Johnston's.

" A large portion of the ground now occupied by your

beautiful city was then an unbroken wilderness. By
advice of Mr. Johnston we concluded to go down to

Chippewa, Upper Canada, to take passage in a small

sail boat, and row boat owned by Capt. William Leo,

with which he made several voyages to Presque Isle,

(where settlements were just commencing) and had

taken up the family of Mr. Heed, the father of Mr.

Rufus S. Reed, Capt. Leo had no crew engaged and

only made trips when he could obtain passengers enough

able and willing to work their passage. Mr. Colt, Mr.

Joshua Fairbanks of Lewiston and myself joined Capt.

Lee. Leaving our horses at Chippewa, we set out on our

voyage and reached our destination in safety.

" We found several families cominencing their settle-

ment at Erie, and a party of surveyors laying out the

town, under the protection of a company of Pennsyl-

vania militia, conunaiuled by Gen. Irvine of Carlisle.

While we remained, we enjoyed the hospitality of Col.

Refd, in his marquee, his house not being ready to

occupy.

" Without entering into further details, I will merely

'His name was Josoiih Hodge.
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gua, and forwarded by way of Irondequoit and the lake,

in open boats, and arrived a day or two before. At Buf-

falo, he was met by others of tlie party, who had came

on by land. Among these, Gen. Moses Cleveland, one

of the directors of the Connecticut Land Company, (from

whom the city of Cleveland took its name), who by way

of securing the good will of the Indians to the expedi-

tion, held a council and distributed presents among them.

"The expedition went on from here, part by boats and

part by land, with pack horses, and arrived at the mouth

of Coneaut Creek, on the 4th of July, 1796, and cele-

brated the day. The party then consisted of fifty-two

persons.

" At this time we ascertained there was not a white

person residing on the Reserve, excepting a French fam-

ily, just within the mouth of Sandusky Bay.

" One of our boats was employed during the season in

bringing up provisions from Chippewa ; and in October,

on her up trip, was wrecked in a gale off" the mouth of

Chetauque Creek, and Tinker, the master, drowned.

" No American vessels had yet been built, and some

ot tlie baggage and stores for the troops at Detroit had

been transported from Wt'storn Pennsylvania, by the

contractor, Gen. O'llara, up tlie valley of the Big

Beaver and throngh the wiMeriK'ss, to Detroit, on puck-

horses.

'• One of thi- liui'ses, that had ^t^ayed from the cara-

van, and brande : witli the letters ' O. II..' was taken up

by one of our sur\ L'viug parlii-, far u[) the river on the

Re?frve.

'^Tiio fust America t-iait that I know of as navi-

gating Lake O-ntario. wa- a '^ci ^ nectady t)atteau.N, iitted
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^ello
,
„ hLefflold, Maasaclms.tta-iu cargo mostlvtobacco and tea. On arriving at tl,e Osw..„° rW^^Z

"" P°° »* 0^'^go. and lie mauifeste.l no iittlu ingemnty and enterprise in overcoming .be difficu
"

H„"toot b,sboat np the outlet of Canandaigua (Uket wl^t« now called (Jljde, where be bnilt .tTl
iionse (long known as the block house) to store d';?
unt,l he cleared out a sled road to Sodus Baj-, w ih^htransported boat and goods, and pursued ilvoTaUand, by the aid of son.e secret friends, disposed 'of w'argo to great advantage, and brought bis La ba„k "orondeqno,t Creek and sold it to a man by tb na e fLn^^, who had that ,ear began a settlLent ^'^hat

"In 1798, a small schooner of thirty tons, in which Ibad an .uteres., was built at llantbrd' Landing on theGenesee r.ve, about three ndles below R,2Z tEh Granger, and called the Jemima
^

"Between the years 1796 and 1800, (I am unable topar ,c„lar.c the year) the schooner Gen Tracy^tiUat Dcrcnt, and in Angus, 1S08, purchased 'b; P.,Bar.o„.&Co.,a„d .horougbly repaired, and ontersoe„ud^ortb,rd .rip, was wrecked on the VortErrr!::;

" The brig Adan,s, a government vessel was builta o„ t , „3 .„^ ^^^^ Tracy, and'wrs
.by Capt.Brovoort for a number of years. She wa,, bnilt

" A small vessel, called the Good Intent was bnih ,t
n-escjue Isle by Capt. Wm. '

and r lr ""J. .... .uKl J believe \va.s
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partly, and perhaps wholly, owned by Rufus 8. Reed.

She, I think, was built about 1800, and was wrecked near

Point Abino in 1805.

"In 1802 or '3, the schooner Gen. Wilkoson, of sev-

enty tons, was built at Detroit, and, in 1811, thoroughly

repaired and her name ciiangcd to the Atnolia. One

half of her was purchased of Solomon Sibley by Porter,

Barton & Co., in 1811. She was sold to the United

States during the war.

" In the winter of 1802-3, the schooner Contractor

was built at Black Hock, by the company having the

government contracts for the supply of the military

posts, under the superintendence of Capt. "VVm. Lee, by

whom she was sailed until 1809, and afterwards by

Capt. James Beard.

" In 1803-4, a small sloop called the Niagara, of about

thirty tons, was built at Cayuga Creek, on the Niagara

Kiver, by the United States government, but not put in

commission. She was purchased by Porter, Barton &
Co., in 1806, and her name changed to the Nancy, and

sailed by Capt. Richard O'Neil.

" In 1806, the schooner Mary, of one hundred and

five tons, was built at Erie by Thos. Wilson, and pur-

chased, the one-half by James Rough and George

Bueshler, and the other half by Porter, Barton & Co., iu

1808, and sailed by Capt. Rough until the war, and then

Bold to the United States.

" In 1808, Porter, Barton & Co. purchased the schoon-

er Ranger of George "Wilber, then several years old.

4>he was repaired and sold by Capt. Hathaway.
" In 1810, the sloop Erie was built at Black Rock by

Porter, Barton & Co , and sold to the United States in

time of the war.
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.1.^3!^^" '"""''•/""^<' I'/ Capt. Dobbins, andtho scliooner Eieanoi-„nd probably otbcrs that I do notocolloc^-wc-o built and sailed before tbe war bnt Iam.u,ab,e tosa,w„en .„e, wore built or";-,";;!'

" Messrs. Ellfus S Rood V\.\. 1 nr

-,orti„,o.erto,^;er::;SX^:-'-"

wards sold „nde„.pu:it:"r:;rLi:^^^^

Mr Jobn De,par, a Frencbman, eamo to Buffalo"bout tbe sa„,e ,i„,„ as David Reese and probabfywt
nployed to furnisl, the Indians .i.b br ad. ilo "a^tno (i,.t baker in BniTalo, and is undoubtedly the perlonspoken by Seneca White. De-spar's bakery ™'o!Johnston slot, a little south of Reese's dwoffi "oTeon what ,s now Washington street lie HI-. -P?

'

probably permitted to b1,ild there byjS.l'rof"^"'
'^"^

Despar remained in ]!uffaIo until after the war of1812, pursuing bis business as a baker Been™!,, -f
^ssipated in bis habits, he -emoved I' lit'rouT ^^He purehased Outer Lot No. n, in 1S07. Ho .lovTda lot on what is now High street, after 1820, wCi'uied soon after. '

wiitre no

Judge Samuel Tupper was an early settler in Buffalo

hero a l.ttle previous to that time, it is probable Hotook up Outer Lot No. 17 in 1808, and built a bouseupon the corner of Tupper and Main streets. He w
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ajjpointed a Judge ut an early period, and it is believed

ho held the office until his death, in December, 1817.

lie had no children. An adopted daughter of his be-

came the wife of Mr. Manly Colton, wlio occni)ied the

old homestead many years after the death of Judge
Tii])per.

Mr. Vincent Grant was an early merchant, or trader,

in Buffalo. lie probably came here in 1805, and kept
what was ' called the " Contractors' Store." ITc pur-

chased Inner Lot No. 8, in 1808, and built a store upon
it, which was burned, with the rest, when Buffalo was
burned. After the war, he re-built a cheap building

upon the old foundation, on the corner of Main and Sen-
eca streets—south side of Seneca and east side of Main.
He continued there until after 1820, and died a few years
after, at an advanced age, leaving no family.

Judge Zenas Barker, came to Buffalo, prior to 1807, as

it appears from the books of the Holland Land Com-
pany, that he took up Outer Lots, Nos. 76 and 77, July
1st, 1807.

Judge Barker kept tavern at a very early period, on
the Terrace, near where John Palmer had kept before

him. His house was on the corner of Main street and
the Terrace. Mr. Barker had a large family of children.

One of his 8(»ns, Jacob A. Barker, Esq., continued to

reside in this city up to the time of his death, in 1859.

He was well and favorably known among our business

men, particularly upon the dock, being for a long time
engaged in the commerce of the lakes. He possessed

public confidence and respect in an eminent degree, hav-

ing been frequently honored with the confidence of the

people, by being elected to offices of trust and distinction.



JUDOK WALDKN.
19D

among wl,icl, was Lis election to ,.e,«sent the conntv intl.o Leg,»l„t„,e of the State, wlWoU offlco l,e filh
•

,

ar-nv nf .1
';:",""" "" "mier ol distinction in tlio

01 WiliuimJolmston, as Ijas already been slit,.,)- . .1
married Capt. Ilmi, „f „,„ „„„, ^„,

I o 1 ,'

'"

beea,„e the u-ife of Mr. I.y„„ V / 'r ^ T""'!''
bC-eved, is the on,, descidant! J„L Bn ^o^n

"
living in Buffalo. ^ i^aiker, now

Judge Ebenezei- Walden wno fj,« « ^ i

Ma TT« ,
'
^^*^^ "^e "I'st lawyer n Buf-

" r)>.„ « T>
" ^'"''™. Sept. 23d, 1806.UKAB Sm:_Pe„n,t n,e to recommend to yonr „arheular attention, Mr. Walden, the bearer of I s

"

joung gentle„,a„ „,tl, „.,,„,„ j ,„,^ ,„ /'J ^^

anfte J "•""' °°""' """ " Sentlemau who will beqmte an accession to jonr society at Buflalo Creek He

will be a favor done to your friend and

" Hninble servant,HP, " D. B. BEOWN
BsASTDS Geangek, Esq., Buffalo."

Jession m Buffalo, and for some years was the nnlv
l-censed attorney, west of Batavia,' in Ctem^Ke^
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York. Ho purchased Inner Lot8 Nos. 12 and 13, for

which he received a deed, in 1810. lie subsequently

became the purchaser of other lots, most or all of which he
retained. So remarkable was ho in this respect, that it

became a common remark that ho was never known to

sell a lot. He married in 1312, and hud several children.

Two only survives him, Mr. James Waldcn, of Ham-
burgh, Erie county, and Mrs. Col. Myer, of the United
States Army. Ho was ap])ointcd Judge in 1823, and
held the office of Mayor of the city during one term,

and died in 185T.

Judge Walden was greatly respected and lionorod

through a long and active life. Perhaps it is not too much
to say that no man stood higher in the pul)lic estimation,

during the whole period of his residence in Buffalo, which
extended from 1806 to a few years before his death, when
he removed to his farm in the country, where his son and
widow now reside. Ho accumulated n large fortune,

chiefly by the enhancement of the value of the real estate he
held in Buffalo, to retain which, ho led a life of laborious

industry and the most rigid economy, while at the same
time, his house was the seat of refined and generous
hospitality.

He has left a record that should satisfy the ambition of
any man—that of a gentleman of learning and intelli-

gence, a man of perfect honor and integrity, a true friend

fulfilling all the relations of life with fidelity, ever exerting

a conservative influence in favor of law, religion and
morality, contributing both by his example and his means
to the establishment and perpetuation of all the institu-

tions which go to build up intelligent civil society, based
upon the great principles of christian morality and reli-

gion.
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Mr. Elijah tcoch camo to Buffalo in 1805 or Homarnccl a daughter of Capt. Samuol Pratt ; was oLfd

47 43 '49 .i"' °f =*r5'-"ly !"»«'" Outer tots
47, 43, 49 60 near tho toll bridge. [lo built a dwollinJon tho south s,do of Buflalo Creek, at the old FerrySho resided many years.

^'

Mr. Leeeh was a maa of character and influence HoMd vanous town and county offices, being e erk ^f f,oountyono term. He was one of to fo^de™ „f i!Washington .treet Baptist Society. Ho re.noved frlBufia o to Clarence Hollow, where ho died. HeZgreat y respeetod, and died lamented by a lar-e ciieiroffnends and aequaintanecs. He left children • nonT 1ever, remain in Buffalo. ' *'
'"'""



CHAPTEIi XI.

We Imvo spoken of most of tlio ])roininent settlers in

Buffalo, who were hero prior to 1807. It is time to say

sonjething of the efforts of those early settlers to reduce
lo order the discordant social elements around them.
There wore, of course, other individuals here besides

those we have named, but they do not seem to have come
with any fixed purpose of making this their permanent
abode.

Tiiere had always been numbers of white men, who
from one motive or another, followed and attached the ra-

eelves to the Indians
; sometimes as traders, sometimes

as trappers, and as it had always been the custom of the

Six Nations to encourage the amalgamation of their peo-

ple with the whites, many of these men married (after

the Indian mode) Indian wives and raised families of

children. So long and persistently had this custom been

persevered in, that the saying became proverbial, that a

full blood Indian could not be found among them. It is

easy to see that this half-and-half element found hero by
the first settlers from New England, was more Ofiliculs

to deal with, than if it had been of a purely - ^v'.^'j, or

uncivilized character. But with characteristic Yankee
forecast, wisdom, energy and enterprise, they invoked

the aid of those instrumentalities which they had seen



niWT sonooL uovsk m buffalo. 003
so succossfull, cnployed by thoir fathors in tl.oir nIv

{"
'f

^''"«" were schools, nrul churcho8.
VVu have seen that as oarlv as ISOI u^i , , .

of iiuiralo" applied to Mr F ie, 't,

'''^ "''''^'"^"»^«

owners of tho soil fur n 1 7 '
"^ "«^"' «* ^^'^

house Tl 1
' "'"*" ^''"^•'' ^^ '>»il'I H school

nouso, the inhabitants olluHn.r to bnlM nnoat their own oxnpnsr. " ti •
i , ,

" ^ '''"*^

»bly i„ ISO. „?, ,

?'"^/''"«'' 1"""°™, built ,„-ob-

chief.
'"''"' "''""'°'' "" I'o «-»s tl,

o,,gb wl,o„, tl,e offer to f„,.„is,, , scbooi 1 e t^tto AI,ss,o„„o- Soeiety was „,acle. It k a lit le „„eof

c:.: ::,f::f t tit ";^ ^'" '^-''-^^ » -•
in this school. IW '.? T^T "' "" "" ''"''y "a^l'or

It was „s„al for both y„, L 1" '„
' V''!^ ^""'T

»"'™-

° ™""'0- TI,eio arc men still living iu the

I



204 HISTORY OF BUFFALO.

county of Erie, who leceived their education, or a good

part of it, in this school ; men too, who have occupied

high and responsible positions in socioty, and have ac-

quitted themselves well in those positions.

This school house also served as a place of public

worship. It will be seen by reference to Mr. Eilicott's

joi-.rnal, that as early as in January, 1801, the Hev. Elka-

nah Holmes was here as a Missionary to the Indians,

and 'preached for the inhabitants of New Amsterdam."
There was here about tlie same time, as appears by Mr.

Eilicott's journal, another Missionary, of the name of Pal-

mer, who appears to have been sent out by the Dutch
Reformed Chui ^^^ He was sent especially to the Dutch
settlements upon tlie head waters of t';o Susquehannah,

in 1796-&8. He probably only visited Buitalo at the

period mentioned. Mr. Holmes is therefore entitled to

be considered the first preacher in Buflalo. He was fol-

lowed by other missionaries who visited Suffalo at differ-

ent times, but without any permanent stuy. Meetings

were held in the school house when the services of a min-

ister of any denomination could be obtained. These

meetings were generally attended by all tho inhabitants

without distinction of sect or party.

The following authentic record of the Missions to the

Six Nations, is from a manuscript letter written by Eev.

John A. Vinton, Dated Boston, January i5th, 1863.

As it has not been published, it is thought to be worthy

of preservation

:

"The first attempt of the New York Missionary

Society to establish a mission among the Senecas was
made in the year 1811. In that year, the Rev. John
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Hon, Jonas Piatt and George Huntington, Esq., of

Utica ; Rev. Henry Davis, D. D., President of Hamil-

ton College, Clinton ; Rev. Henry Dwiglit (afterwards

H. Dwiglit, Esq.) of Geneva; Rev. Drs. Livingston,

Alexander, Milledoller, Spring, and many other honored

names. Among these I find the name of Rev. Miles P.

Squier, of Buflalo, who, I think, is still living. * * *

" At the time of the transfer of the two mission-

ary stations already named, the society itself, which sus-

tained them, merged its existence in the United Foreign

Missionary Society, as already mentioned.

"To complete the transaction, and secure the concur-

rence of the Indians, as well as to obtain the information

(necessary) to an intelligent administration, for the future

of the missionary concerns at the two Reservations, two

commissioners were appointed to visit those Indian

tribes. The commissioners were the Rev. Stephen N.

Rowan, President of the New York Missionary Society,

and the Rev, Paschal N. Strong, Recording Secretary of

the United Foreign Missionary Society.

'' These gentlemen proceeded to tlie two Reservations,

and met the chiefs and warriors of tlie Indians in

council—of the Tuscaroras on the 11th of December,

1S20, and of the Senecas on the 14th. The Indians

readily gave their consent to the transfer, and a new and

unwonted interest was awakened in behalf of the Chris-

tian religion.

" At this time the Rev, J, C. Crane was the mission-

ary among the Tuscaroras, and the church on their Res-

ervation consisted of sevenk^en members. The whole

number of that tribe on that Reservation was two hun-

dred and sixty souls. The Pagan j)arty had removed to

Canada some time previous.
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according to the Christian institution, if we would wait

until he could go and bring her to Mr. Young's.

"We accordingly delayed the marriage of Thomas

until Jacket returned with his bride, when both

couples were married at once, with the approbation and

to the satisfaction of the chiefs and warriors present.

"These marriages were the first ever solemnized in the

Seneca nation after the Christian manner.

" Pursuant to the plan of proceeding now arranged,

the managers of the United Foreign Missionary Society,

on the 13th September, 1821, appointed as missionary to

the Senecas—Mr. Thompson S. Harris a licentiate of the

Presbytery of New Brunswick, who had just finished

his professional education at the Theological Seminary at

Princeton.

" On the 29th of October then ensuing, Mr. Harris

and his wife arrived at the Seneca Keservation, and

were cordially welcomed by the chiefs of the tribe. Not

long after, a church was formed.

"Two unmarried ladies—Miss Yan Patten and Miss

Reeve, sent as teachers to the Seneca nation by the

United Foreign Missionary Society—arrived there in

June, 1821.

"In April, 1822, Mr. Wm. A. Thayer, an experienced

teacher in New York, who, with his wife, was a member

of the First Presbyterian Society in that city, departed

from that city, with his family, and soon after com-

menced a missionary station, as teacher, at the Seneca

Reservation at Cattaraugus. This was in pursuance of a

* talk ' agreed upon by the Senecas in their great council,

signed by twenty-six chiefs.

"Mr. Thayer was the father of Miss Mary Jane

Thayer
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Thayer, who labored about threp vpo,.= oo * ,

were greatly attached.
^naians

Umted Jorcgn Missionary Sociotj, and the AmericanBo rd f Commissioners for Foreign Missions. l?,e ev
,

era] m.ss.ons of the former were transferred as soon I'
convenient, to the care of the latter.
"Tiie subsequent Iiistorv of the^o m.-,.-

J-oc, from the Mission.:/ni::;: r™: -^,,^

" ^ '^^" only add that Rev. Asher WnVl.t „,i i

:n"!vi:::d;:rc„;:^
°"*™"'^'— -<>

"Yours very truly,

" JOHN A. VINTON."

Voik Missionary Society" to the Indians. The mo^v;ng letter in regard to Mr. Ilohues, written by e S c

'

Stone s Life of Brant," po,ge 439, vol ii:

.^Sr.^ . Ti T^-

''^^''' ^'''''''' '^""^ 1^^^'' ISOl.
feiR.-liie Directors of the New Yovh Af,-.

•

Society ,,ave instructed n,e to ,en,t::otif:,:rf

R
.
Elkanah Holmes. Thi,s .entleman, i„ ..,,ose dretion and ,„togri..v they repose entire confidence thvl.ave emp oyed in a second mission to those tri hes ;

'l ^
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dians > Mom your iufinenco particularly etfects. The
purity of their views, embracing the moral and religious

interest of the Indians, induces them to believe that their

attempts will not be unacceptable to you ; and your former

kindness to Mr. Holmes, emboldens them to ask for him
such countenance and advice as your intimate knowledge

of Indian affairs, and weight of your opinion in directing

them, render it expedient for you to give. For your far-

ther satisfaction in regard to the missionary system, Mr.
Holmes will present you with a volume containing the

sermon preached before the Society, and the annual account

of tlieir procedure ; of which the directors do them-

selves the pleasure to request their acceptance. With
respect, I am sir,

'' Your obedient servant,

" JOHN M. MASON, Secretary.

" Capt. Joseph Brant."

In a note, it is added, " Mr. Holmes devoted many years

to Missionary labors among the Indians of whom he took

his leave about the year 1812. He lived many years

afterwards, and died at a very advanced age. ^' *

His appearance in the latter years of his life was truly

patriarchal. His hair was long and white, fell down
upon his shoulders, his manner was renuirkably impress-

ive and his whole demeanor that of one who was ripe

for heaven. He was a Calviiiistic Baptist."

The occasional visits of the missionaries was all the

preaching enjoyed by the first settlers in Buffalo. A son

of the Kev. Mr. Holmes, married a daughter of Doctor

Cyrenius Cliapin, which brought that venerable mission-

ary here often and it is believed he made Buffalo his res-

idence for a short period.
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Tl.e first church, of an, denomination, was organised
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in February, 1812, by the Rev.Tliaddeus Osgood, the well-

known itinerant missionary. It is believed to have been

organized as a Congregational Cliurcli. It consisted of

twenty-nine members of whom eight were males, and
twenty-one females. It is the same now known as the

First Presbyterian Church of Buffalo. After the burn-

ing of Buffalo, the Church became scattered; the few
returning inhabitants however, endeavored to keej^ up
their meetings. Their first meeting after their dispersion,

was in the dwelling house of Deacon Amos Callender,

afterwards in a part of Landon's Tavern, where the Man-
sion House now stands, then at a tavern, corner of Hu-
ron and Main streets, next in a barn on the opjiosite side

of Main street, and subsequently in a long room in the

brick tavern, built by Mr. Gains Kibbe,* then in the

court house, from there to the district school house on

Niagara, a little north of Main street. From this the

meetings were removed to a small lecture room erected

on the lot occupied by the present church edifice of the

society, the present building having been erected by
the society in 1828. This church was received under the

care of the Presbytery of Geneva, in 1816, and on the

division of that Presbytery, it was transferred to the

Presbytery of Bufi'alo.

In the Spring or Summer of 1815, the Rev. Miles P.

Squier, visited Buffalo as a Missionary, and preached two
Sabbaths. He soon after returned to New England, but

came back in the month of November, in accordance

with the written invitation of the principal citizens of

Buffalo, and was ordained and installed pastor of the

church by the Presbytery of Geneva. This ordination

The old Eagle Tarern.
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school law took j)laco, embracing tlio wliolo village in

one district. The first trustees were II. B. Potter, li. B.

Ileacock and Elias Ransom.

A tax was levied tliat year (of $554.25) to build a

school-house. The house was built, but no permanent

conveyance of a lot was obtained, and the school

house did not remain long stationary, but was removed

several times, but was kept in the vicinity of where the

churches now am—at one time on Niagara street, on

Mr. Peacock's lot, at another, on the corner of

Erie and Swan street, and finally on Pearl, above

Niagara.

In the mean time, as the population increased and

more room was required, the district was divided and

sub-divided, as the public necessities seemed to require-

Other (or private) schools were also opened, as the want

of schools of a higher order than the common scliools

seemed to be demanded. Some of these were taught by

men of superior qualifications.

A brother of Maj. John G. Camp taught one of these

schools. Mr. Camp had a high reputation as a teacher

in all the higher branches of education, and gave great

satisfaction.

Deacon Amos Callender occasionally taught school

(generally in winter) after the burning of Buffalo—some-

times in the chamber of his own house, on tlie cast side

of Pearl street, between Swan and Seneca streets. He

possessed, in a high degree, the confidence of the people,

and proved a competent and successful teacher.

The organization of St. Paul's Episcopal Church

Society is believed to be the next in order, in point of

time, to the First Presbyterian—having been organized
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tollowuig woro the Ifcctor,, i„ tho ordc- i„ v^hiohtlioir names are given :
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It boitifr of ji 11lincstono fonimtioii, tlio soil ])rovccl to

bo CAccIItnt fur the cultivation of grain, jvnd wu8 tiiken

up with avidity by tlmt class of settlers who had agricul-

ture only in view. Several of the first settlers in the

village also took u]) farm lots. Dr. Chapin, the Pratts

and others, were of the number.

Samuel Tuppcr bought Lots No. 27 and 50, Township
11, Range 8 ; Joseph Wells, No, 28, also Lot 41, same
Township and Kange ; Frederick Miller, Lots 3G and

37 ; Zachariah GriQin, Lot No. 43 ; Ebenczer Waldcn,
Lot No. 52 ; Joshua Gillett, Lot 51 ; Alvin Dodge, Lot

54; AVilliam Hodge, Lot 57 ; Elijah Holt, Lot No. 75
;

Daniel Chapin, Lots GG and 81 ; Eowland Cotton, Lot
No. 75.

Several of these i)urchaser8 of farm lots were active

and influential men in aiding to reduce the discordant

elements of a half civilized community into something
like social order.

Gen. Elijah Holt should be particularly mentioned in

this connection. His name frccpiently appears in the

proceedings (as the chairman) of public meetings, par-

ticularly those which were held for the purpose of con-

sidering questions relating to the social, moral and re-

ligious interests of the community. The task of organ-

izing society out of such discordant elements, required

no ordinary degree of moral courage on the part of

those who were the constituted leaders in the work, and
this Gen. Holt (for ho was thus fomiliarly called)

seemed to possess. He was a man of commanding pres-

ence, of pleasing, dignified address, and apparently well

qualified to occupy the position assigned him. Some
of the principal men in Buffalo were, at that time, not
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Mr. Amos Callcnder came to Buffalo in 1807 or 8 but

did not remove his family until a year or two after. He
was born in the town of Milton in the State of Vermont.
His education, although not a graduate of any college,

was superior to most of the young men of his day ; so

much so that he had taught scliool before he left his

native State, to reside in Buffalo. He soon found use for

his acquirements in this then new settlement. He was
first employed to keep the books of several of the early

merchants, but usually taught school during the winter.

He subsequently became Deputy Postmaster, an office

which he held many years. He was appointed Surro-

gate of the county, in 1813, which office he held during

one term.

He identified himself at a very early period with the

cause of education and religion. So ftir as active duty

and labor was concerned, he, perhaps more than any

other individual, was influential in sustaining schools and

religious worship, in the early history of Buffalo. A
man of great firmness and equanimity of temper, of the

most inflexible integrity, ever ready to perform any duty,

always wise, discreet, and charitable towards the feel-

ings and infirmities of others, BuflFalo had no more use-

ful citizen than Deacon Amos Callender. He had been

educated in the faith of the Episcopal Church, but upon

the organization of the First Presbyterian Church, in

Buffalo, he united himself with that church, of which he

remained a ruling elder until his removal to Black Rock,

about the year 1840.

He was constituted a ruling elder in the church at

Black Rock, but ultimately removed to this city and con-

nected himself with the Central Presbyterian Cliurch
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and remained a ruling elder of that church to the time of
ills death m 1859.

Deacon Callender was thrice married and had six
daughters, four by his first, and two by his second wife

;

an but two are still living; two only are now residents
of the city, Mrs. Wm. Ketchum and Mrs. Willcox, It

Zn-f"V'"^
'''"' ^'''''' Callender led an active

useful hie Few men have the opportunity of doing somuch good by active labor, by precept and by example
His memory will be cherished with esteem and gratitude
by all who knew him and could appreciate a truly goodand upright man. ^ ^

Mr. Jaboz Goodell became a ruling elder in the First
Presbyterian Church at an early period of its history, and
ived m the city to a very advanced age. H^^as pecu-

"

liar in many respects
; extremely moderate in speech

and m action, yet possessing a good deal of quiet energy
and perseverance. By a skillful management of his
knds which he bought at their original price from the
Holland Land Company, and the gradual growth of the
city for the period of nearly half a century, the increase
in the value of his lands swelled into a very large estate
Having no children, he left the bulk of Ins property
to be distributed to the different societies, or religious mis-
sionary and educational associations of the denomi-
nation to which he belonged. All that he left for the
benefit of the city where his wealth accumulated was a
donation of a few thousand dollars to the Buflfalo Female
Academy to aid that association in erecting their acad-emy budding, which in acknowledgment of the donation
was called Goodell Hall.



CHAPTER XII.

There were more lots sold in Buffalo, in 1808, than in

any previous year. The following names appear on the
books of the Holland Land Company as purchasers of
lots in Buffalo in 1808 :

Jabez Goodell, Outer Lots, 136 and 145
; John Roop,

Farm Lot, 76 ; Elisba Ensign, Inner Lot, No. 60 and
Farm Lot, No. 19 ; Joseph Wells, Inner Lot, No. 62

;

Asa Foxflnner Lot, No. 61 ; Gilman Folsom, Inner Lot,'

No. 72 ; David Mather, Outer Lot, 123 ; William Hull
and others, Inner Lot, No. 8 ; Rowland Cotton, Farm
Lot, No. 75.

Most, if not all the names in the above list, became
permanent settlers in, or near the village of Buffalo, and
participated in the first efforts to establish society. Mr.
Ensign married a daughter of Gen. Holt. She was the

mother of Messrs. E. W. Ensign,, and Charles Ensign of

this city. Mr. Roop, it is believed was killed in the War
of 1812, and was the iather of Mr. Henry Roop of this

city.

The date of the conveyance of a lot is not in all cases

the date of the first settlement of the individual to whom
the lot was conveyed. Rut it is a safe and perhaps the

most reliable record of the names of the pioneer settlers

of Buflffilo, now to be obtained. Several of the earliest
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Appendix, became a large purcliaser ot lots in the vil.

lage of Buffalo, as well as of lands in the country. He

kept a tavern, for the accommodation of teamsters, at a

very early period, on the corner of Main and Goodell

streets, and purchased a large tract of land in that neigh-

borhood, being a little without the bounds of the village.

Capt. Eowland Cotton, as he was familiarly called, had

his residence about five miles out, on the old Buffalo and

Batavia road, now Main street. He had been an officer

in the Revolutionary War. He had a large family of chil-

dren, and there were other collateral branches of the

family settled in the neighborhood. Capt. L. H. Cotton

is a son and is believed to bo the only one of the chil-

dren of Capt. Rowland Cotton, now living in the city.

He had other sons, some of whom settled in the west.

Capt. Rowland Cotton died in an adjoining county at a

very advanced age.

Mr. Henry Ketchum and liis brother, Zebulon Ketch-

um, were early settlers in Buffalo. The former pur-

chased Outer Lot No. 17, and farm Lot No. 70, in 1807.

He built a dwelling on the corner of Main and Chippe-

wa streets, where he remained until the burnine: of

Buffalo, in 1812-13. He and his family fled with the

rest, and never returned here to reside, but sold his

property in Buffalo and settled, it is believed, some-

where in Orleans county.

Mr. Zebulon Ketchum remained a resident of Buffalo

up to the tiu\e of his death. Some of his descendants

still reside in Buffalo.

Mr. Henry Ketchum and Zebulon Ketchum were
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On the breaking out of the Patriot war, (as it was

called) in 1837-8, Americans became the especial objects

of suspicion, and 'surveillance, and a state of things

existed in Canada very repugnant to the republican prin-

ciples of Mr. Ketchum. lie removed with his family to

this city, where he has ever sin'^e resided.

Among the purchasers o- . -i 1809, we find the

names of Marmaduke Wells, i. )Cber of Joseph Wells,

of whom we have already spoken, Otis R. Hopkins and

others, who do not seem to have bec'omo settlers in Buf-

falo. Mr. Otis R. Hopkins settled in the town of Clar-

ence. Ml*. AVells appears to have held the office of Con-

stable in Buffalo, at an early period.

Doctor Ebenezer Johnston arrived in Buffalo in 1800.

He had studied his profession with the celebrated Doctor

White, of Cherry Valley, and was furnished with tlio

following letter of introduction to Mr. Granger

:

" Chekey Valley, 31st August, 180!).

"Erastus Granger, Esq.,

" Dear Sir : — The bearer of this letter (Doctor John-

son) is in pursuit of a place in order to settle himself in

his professional business. I have directed him to call on

you as the most suitable person to advise him of the pro-

priety or impropriety of l.is settling at Buffalo. Doctor

Johnson hath been a student with Judge White before,

and ever since my partnership with the Judge, and it is

but doing my duty to Dr. Johnson to state that he is a

young man of unblemished morals, well read in his pro-

fession, and justly entitled to the patronage of the

public.

" I remain, with respect and esteem,

" Your much obliged friend,

" IIEZEKIAH L. GRANGER.

"
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had to meet the terrible pecuniary revulsions of the time,

and his ample fortune was swept away, and liimself

driven to seek support for liis family in a distant State,

by working some iron mines which in the course of his

business had come into his hands, where he died not many

years after he left Buffalo, having scarcely attained a period

of life much past middle age. lie had several children,

but a single one only rciuuius in UulhUo, Mrs. Rev. Dr.

Lord.

Mr. Joshua Lovejoy was a tavern keeper at Avon, Gen-

esee River, in 1805-G, in a hotel erected at that place by

Mr. James Wadswurth. He came to Buffalo in 1807 or 8,

but his name is not mentioned in the books of the Hol-

land Land Company as the purchaser of a lot. The

name of his family has become historic on account of

the murder of his wife at the burning of Buffalo. This

piece of barbarity, the murder of a defenceless woman,

was excused by the British officer in command, on the

ground that she resisted or assaulted those who entered her

house, where she remained when her i'Muily and neigh-

bors had all fled, and tiiat her death wab ''1^!: entirely

to her own indiscretion and desperation.

Mr. Lovejoy died in New York, in 1824, ul ^ifty-

three years. Mr. Henry Lovejoy, the well-kno^\ 'ir-

veyor in Buffalo, is a son.

Among the early merchants in Bufialo, may be men-

tioned the firm of Juba Storrs & Co. This firm was

originally composed of Mr. Juba Storis, Mr, Benjamin

Caryl and Mr. Samuel Pratt, Jun. Mr. Storrs had been

educated ior the br.r, and came from Mansfield, in
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respected—who was so good as to introduce me to mcu

of bis acquaintance, (wliicli I found was very extensive)

particularly to Mr. Granger, Postnuvster and Collector of

this port.

"As Judge Hosiner was going to Niagara Falls, about

twenty iniles from this place, I thought it would be use-

ful to me to cross Niagara river, (and) form acquaintances

in his majesty's dominions of Lower (Upper) Canada

and the Falls, so celebrated throughout America and

Europe ; and this is the reason of my not writing sooner
;

as the mail goes from here but once a week, I did not

before have time to write. * * * *

"I will write again soon, and more lully. In the

mean time, I wish very much to receive a letter from

home. ' Buffaloo Creek, State New York,' will be suffi-

cient direction.

"JUBA STORKS."

It does not appear, however, that Mr. Storrs carried

out his intention ; for we find that in 1809, or '10, he

associated himself with the gentlemen above named in

the mercantile business.

They built a brick store on the corner of Wash-

ington and Exchange streets, (then South Onondaga and

Crow streets) in 1810—on the west side of "Washington

and north side of Exchange. This was undoubtedly the

first brick building erected in Bufialo.

Mr. Storrs writes to his father, under date of July

26tb, 1810, and says :

"My partner nor myself have been able to obtain

from EUicott a well situated village lot. Caryl (his part-
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from Connecticut and took his p^f "°™' ^™'' ™

In 1813, the Company leased the mill property l,elongmg ,0 Mr. Jonas Williams, at tho KiZt mtCreek, as .t was tben called, (now Winian,s; '

l")tdMr. Caryl removed his family there Tlie r„,„
Chased the property duringL year, ^ '^^^
came a permanent resident tl.ere.

'

After t].e burning of Buffalo, Juba Storrs & Co re-moved then, mercantile estabb'shment to Cananda.^ua,

II9KWBUi
•'J ''$ '^hII
'

i
4ti. .^^^B^B

' M i| B^^S'^I

^ ^' ^El
« 'Ai SMUa^l^M
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Ml*. Storrs liiiiisulf roiimin'm^ tliL-ro. It is l)ulicvcd that

Mr. Juba Storrrt wiw iiovor iiuuTicd.

Mr. iJoMJJiiiiiii ('iirvl, ri-moviil iVoiii Vermont into

Ciitiiidii, Kooii iil'lor ISOO. It is (HTliiin lliiit lie lived near

Loni^ I'oint, in lJ|)|»er ('anathi, in iSOo. It is ]ii'obid)le

ho caino to reside in JIullUlo, uhniit IS()7 ur H. lie lived

at Williunisville, when linllulo was itiirni'il, and contin-

ued to live there 8onie time after tlie war, hut Kidjse-

qiiently returned and remained in IJuHaio until hisdtiath.

Mr. (>. C Caryl is a son. His dau_i,diters, now livinj,' in

IJalliilo, are Mrs. (len. liUeius Storrs, Mrs. Doctor Warner

and Mrs. J. 11. Coleman.

Mr. Isaac Davis was an early merchant in Ihdlalo.

IIo had a store and dwelling on (he west side of Main

street, below Seneca street. He was the i)urchaser (jf

Outer Lot, No. 84, and probably Inner Lots 33 and 34,

wliero ho had his houso and store. He did not remain

in Huflalo lonj; after the war. Tho jieciuiiary revidsion

which immediately followed the close of tho war, caused

almost universal failure and bankruptcy ainoni,' the mer-

chants over tho whole country ; Mr. Davis Buifered in

common with the rest, and died by his own hands in a

fit of weakness ai\d depression caused hy a fit of sick-

ness at Canandagua, in 1818.

Tho organization of tho ])olitica:l machinery ibr tho es-

tahlisjiiment of civil government, hccame tho next object

of the first settlers. Up to al)f)ut 1805-G nothing but the

ordinary organization of towns existed and all the terri-

tory west of the (ienosee River had boon included in the
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«"tli.,„t the ,ml„ „r ,.ivili«,li.,„.
^

18f)s","l'
"",' "'";"''^"""" "' 'I"' ••"'"'ty "f NiH,ua, i„

<•„"," '•"«': -'I" "!!"'>; NcnvAuHlo,..

o tins „ ,,,„|,a„„, ,„„| |,„in ,,„ , ,,^ |_^^^_^_^

dlo cf wl„.t . „„„. W„,s ,,„„ „„,,t,,H,«,|,, ,,, ,,,„"^
tlu, ,„.Ho„t "Ol,, C..urtII,.„«,",„„,„,„

,^.,,

'f

-"M.y W I un a,™ ,,r ,,u,, ,,,,,,,„,,,.„,,, ^,,,,,,>

.en, o, U,„ ,.n,, .,,,„,,,,,,,,,,,, ,,^.

U'c lot. ihis ccnvcyaiic.! was nia.lo i.i JfiJo

180S, ,n La.Hlon'H Tavern. Tl.c Judges were Augustus
lorter, ..t ,.,,,, Kn.t... (,..„,,, ;,,,„ ,,,

,^

"

Jarne. ]W,l<s an.l Martin J'en.ler,M.st, J„,l,es. AeaKanson,, SI.erili; and Louis Le Cuutculx, elork

'1

I

I-nny. Uwir „...nt or ain s | • ,^,1,; "n ''
""' """"'"' ''"'"' t'"'""

cmmty.,.,,,! .hall loyally . v'v .t 1.. 1 ! ' 'T "'"' """' «"•"'« «aid
on the Ham., shnll U- .T.ct.. T,.' . ?," 'i""^

"" '*'"'' "f '""I ^vhore-

ri::i,,^;.i (;;;l..,S^U:;;'::r ;i:;"r::;;;,^';:M:;:'
«7' co„rt ..r com.o„

Bliftll I)." hcl.l Hi iho l„.tiH..,.f I„. .... T '
"•"'' C"""<y of Niagara.

.tor.lan,.a,..| until ,:;ri.;:'f„"l •;:•.''!''
,T\"'"^'"

"' N"- A'"-
tifi.Ml as af„r.>sai.l (in ;S,.,- JV tl s' ,1 r .'

'''?" '"'•''•'•""1 a"«i c.r-

the «ii.l curt, shall l.o hHl at h , h , il"'"^
first term of

thorn shall ajippoiiu " ^"""'>' "'^ Nm-ara or a majority of

'T'^

riiti

r

' -<i
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The Court House and Jail built by the Holland Land

Company were Completed in 1810, Mr. Juba Storrs

speaks of the jail, in a letter to his father, in July, 1810

:

" I suppose it would enhance the value (of property in

Buflfalo) in brother Zalmon's estimation (to know) that we

have a very nice stone jail building." This jail was

upon Washington street, a little south of the old Court

House, and althou^^h attempts were made to burn it,

when Bufifalo was burned by the British, in 1813, it

escaped entire destruction and was repaired after the war,

and used many years. It was surrounded by a picket

wall, made of round sticks of timber, set deep in the

ground and sharpened at the top, probably a more secure

prison than the one built since, and still in u e.

it is difficult to obtain the means of illustrating the

period of history now under consideration, although a

considerable population had settled in and near Buffalo,

but as yet no newspaper was published and no public

records were kept.

The war of 1812, and the burning of Buffalo, which

occurred at the end of the next year, destroyed all the pri-

vate papers of individuals, so that among the records and

papers of several families then residing in Buffalo, to

which the author has had access, no jiapers of a date

earlier than 1813, are to be found, therefore all the informa-

tion in regard to the history of Buffalo, anterior to that

date, could only be found in the Holland Land Com-

pany's records or the few remaining papers left belong-

ing to the late Hon. Erastus Granger, which have been

placed by his son, Warren Granger, Es(|., in the custody

of the Buffalo Historical Society, who informs the author

that many of the letters and papers left by his lather^
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were taken or borrowed before he was aware of their his-tone importance, and never retnmed

are Wm.am Best, Aeahel Adkins, Aea Coltrin, Eli HartJohn Mnllett, Gamaliel St. John, and Nathan Toles!

Ifner o'f^*';-
'"'"' *'""^" "» » tailor and the

Lot, No. 10. Th,eIot was afterwards ocenpied by Mr.Sweeney and also by Sweeney & Efner who wer/foTa

felo Mr rrr *' ''"*''°' »'''^'"'"' «'°" i" B"f-

firm „ I rn°''
?"""" '°''"''='^«'' "> """ »'<> established

firm, and st.ll continues the business near the spot where
It was originally commenced.

prior to 1810, as his name appears in the records of theHolland Land Company, as the purchaser of LmerLo

te bn I'tt"T 1' '''" " ™» "P™ '"» '<" """

of this f '

'"' '''' ''1^- T^^ P-servation

of Mis. St. John, who was then a widow with a Iar..e

befo e been drowned a Black Eock by the capsizing ofho scow used at the Ferry, in whia Mr. S. seem! to

redlvr?."^
""" ""''''''' Tins aceiden oTcn^red by the drifting of the scow, by the force of the cur-

rent, npon the hawser of a vessel lying at anchor in the-

_

" UNHAPPY ACCIDENT.
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Upon the approach of the British, Mrs. St. John, with

her children remained in her house, and sent a message

to the officer in command, wlio immediately visited her.

She represented her situation to the officer as a helpless

woman with a family of equally helj)less children. This

appeal to his humanity was successful, and a guard was

placed over her house, and it was preservetl from destruc-

tion, the only dwelling spared in the town. Mrs. St.

John was a woman of extraordinai-y eneigy and force of

character. She lived to educate her children, (most of

them daughters) and to see them well settled in the

world. One of her daughters was the second wife of the

late Judire Samuel Wilkeson, another married the late

Doctor Foote, long the editor of the IJuffiilo Commercial

Advertiser ; another married the late Capt. Jonathan

Sidway—Mrs. Sidway is still a resident of Buffiilo—an-

other married Mr. Asaph S. Bemis ; she is the mother of

Mr. E. S. Bemis, and Mr. A. S. Bemis, well-known citi-

zens of Bufialo. One of the sons of Mrs. St. John

resides in Lockport, Niagara County, and another is a

resident of Buffalo.

Mr. Eli Hart was an early merchant in Buffalo. He

purchased Inner Lot, No. 41, September 1st, 1810. and

built a store upon it. His brother-in-law, Mr. John Lay,

then a young man, had charge of the store and soon be-

came a partner, under the firm of Ilart and Lay. It is

believed that Mr. Hart came to Buffalo from Oneida

were nine men in the boat ; or.e got on board tlie Caledonia, three saved

themselves by 8wiminlng, and the remaining five were drowned, viz :

Gamaliel St. John, (inn-keeper of this village), Elijah St. John, (son of

the above), Adam Khoades, of Swift's United States Volunteers, and two

Regular soldiers."
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County in this State. He did not remain permanently
but subsequently removed to Kew York, where hebecame a prominent flour mei chant.
Mr. Lay remained in Buffalo and continued in the

mercantile bnsmess under the firm of Hart and Lay, many

I^ew loik, o the name of Cunningham, and the busi-ness was conducted under the firm of Hart and Cunnin.-bam. M. C.'s health failing him, he went to the West
Indies, .ere he died. Mr. Lay died in this city leaving
a wife and children. Mrs. Chas. Ensign is a daughter.

Mr. Frederick Miller came to reside at Black Rock at

until 1810. His name appears as the first licensed ferry-nan at Black Rock Ferry, when the State first be^an to
exercise jurisdiction over it, in 1805-6. He kept the
ferry, and a taver.i at the ferry landing, until 181(^, when
be removed to Buff-alo, as has been already observed Heremained however but a year, when he removed io the
Cold Spring," where he kept a tavern. During thewar be removed to Williamsville, and remained there

tih Ins death, which occurred in January 1836 Mr
Miller served during the war of 1812, in the army of the"United States, in the capacity of Major of Artillery

Major Miller." It was said that his men gave him thenick-name of " Major Souat " f,-...,, fi, +> ii • •

stance-

^^'^Joi ^^quat, tium the following circum-

A battery had been erected upon ^he high bank of the
river near the ferry, nearly upon the ground now occu-



236 HISTORY OF BUFFALO.

pied by the Niagara Street Kailroad building. Tlio

British had a battery directly opposite, and the two wore
hotly eagaged in bombarding each other. Major Miller

stood upon the breastwork directing the firing, and with
a glass watching the effect of their shots upon the ene-

my's works, and at the flash of their guns, would order

his men to squat behind their breastwork. The Major
noticed that some of his men, in their excitement did not

promptly obey the order to " squat ; " ho reiterated the

order with emphasis, saying, " squat d—n you, or I'll

squat you."

The Major was an uneducated man, but an energetic

and useful ofiicer, and much esteemed by the officers of

the army, lie left a large family of children ; Mrs.
Gen. 11. B. Potter, was a daughter, the late Capt. Wra.
T.Miller, and Capt. Fred. S. Miller, were sons. It is

believed tliat all his sons became sailors—the fruit of

their early training on the river—and rose to distinction

as masters of vessels, and steamboats. Major Miller's

descendants are still numerous in Bufialo and have been
active and influential, in all the stages of its history, in

contributing in their several spheres of action to its

growth anfi pros])erity.

Mr. Ralph Pomoroy had traded in Detroit as early as

1808, but had formed so favorable an oi)inion of the lo-

cality of Bufllilo, that ho determined to establish liinisclf

here, which ho did in 1810. Samuel Tupper had taken

up Inner Lot, No. 7, corner t»f Main and Soncca Ktrcets,

in 1805
;

this lot Mr. P. purchased, and began the erec-

tion of a house which he designed to keep as a i)iiblic

house or hotel. He completed his house and brought his
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test in all the oo™t ' 't M ,T "'" ^""''"'''''''^ '° "^o "'»

of tl,o war, r „
'

f I'm""- °" "'" "-"'"8 »>'

- a eo.„p„„, r„,„ BHiit e ,z\,:r'' *;;^;*'°'
Greens." It i» no;,? fi

• -L»altimore

company came to Buffalo in the S„n,„,er of 8,2 • fng but ittlo tl,o restraints of discipliu , e^vi^ t^dShouses demanding food and drlni- .^ .1 T V ^
a right which the;JX't^:::'^zT
against a foreign enemy.

^"^ P^^°®

Pomeroy being a man of stalwart fran.e, and noteasilvinflueneed or intimidated, peremptorily refused"hZ^reasonable demands, and in coLcinLee W.^^,", ^obnoxious to the "Greens " an,l fi .,
^

themselves to what t e^Vn 'd ''^nT''''
'' ''''

the least daunted by tLwT \
-^^"\^^'"'^'-«^'' "ot in

t^-andordjri^nir^r^^^

L:J'' ; t^^^^^^^
^^ ^^»-r, nmong who.

omcers ot the army, an assault was cora-

* ill
;I4
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menced upon the Seneca street front by hurling an axe

through the window, which fell directly upon the table-

Instantly all in the room sprang to their feet. The mob
rushed in from the JVIain street front, armed with clnbs,

bayonets, &c., and met with but little resistance from

the unarmed company within.

An indiscriminate destruction of everything in the

house immediately commenced. The mob helped them-

selves to the viands upon the table, the liquors in the

bar, and appropriated whatever they could eat, drink, or

carry away- Tables, chairs, furniture of every descrip.

tion, were demolished—the stairs torn down, the win-

dows in the whole building, from bottom to top, were

broken, and, to render the destruction more complete,

the broken furniture in the upper story was piled in the

middle of the floor and set on fire.

Among others at the table was Col. McClure. He
ran to the stable, mounted his horse and rode into the

bouse from the rear, and passing through into the front

hall, in a loud voice commanded the rioters to disperse.

Col. Moses Porter was then in command here ; and

while the mob were engaged in their work of destruction,

some one ran down to Landon's (now the Mansion House)

to notify him. He came up immediately, rushed in at the

front, drew his sword—but apparently discovering the

desperate condition of things, returned it to its scabbard,

and hastened to the head-quarters of his men in the

vicinity of the Court House,

He ordered out a company of artillery, with a six

pounder loaded with grape—each man armed with a

sword, and a pistol in his belt. They were ordered

down Main street on double-quick time, and drawn up
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man, grasping a sword, thrust out, and the rioter fell dead

on the spot, and was dragged away by his comrades.

Pomeroy escaped, and, by the advice of friends, re-

mained several days at the Seneca village, on Buflalo

Creek, a few miles from the town.

A guard of soldiers occupied the front part of the

building for several weeks.

The fire was extinguished in the upper story by " Hank

Johnson," who was a white man, and had lived with the

Indians from childhood. A ladder was procured during

the progress of the destruction, and placed upon the out-

side of the building. Hank ascended it, and had just

got his hands upon the sill of the upper window, when

the mob discovered it and jerked ihe ladder from under

him. He clung to the window and drew himself up,

entered, and threw the already burning combustibles out

of the window with his hands. He was rewarded by a

present of ten dollars from the by-standers.

"Wei
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ixcorus ot the IloIIaiul Lane CoiiiDanv All fi /
..ubiic a,,d ,„.,v...„ ,,„, „,,.,, \:^<:

,„t "r-:t
falo was burned at tl,o closo of the year lM<i
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Buffalo received a ver,. i„,i,ortant accession to its pop.toon too, n, that year, in the Grosvenors, Gen Tofter•M«ok.ns&B„II, K. B. Ileacoel, a„d n.an, „ L -s I;»«amo permanent residents here, in ,1, "t yea Td™rtod a decided inHucnce mm,, .,ll ,i . '

esls of l'„«-,i ., .
"I"'" "" "le materia ntor-esis ot i,uffalo, theneelorward.
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lot. ill 1S0(!, hut tliu 8ti)ru of (jrosvoiior S: lIojicocU, waa

at iii'rit opuiiud upon llio oppo.sito side of Main slrnot, not

fur from tlm |)ro.-suiit site of thy Htorc of Mt'ssrs. biiorman,

JiariK's ct Co. Air. (irosvcuor liail marriod tlio bister of

Mr. Uuacock, ami iio ii-ciprocatcd tlio coinidiiiiciit \\y

marry iii;j; tliu sistor of Mr. (irosvcnor. A lar;;o family

comiexioii was attracted liillu-r l)V tiieso familii.'.- I ir-

liaps tlioy liad been induced to come Uy tiie Holts and

tliu (Jottons who had preceded them. These familicis had

been (;onnected by marriage before they came hero.

They all came from Columbia ('ounty, in this State.

Indeed many of tiie emii;;rants that ciinie in ISII. ajijiear

to have been from that neighborhood. Mr. tJrosvenur

WU8 u larf^e athletic man, and his resembluJico in this re-

Bj)ect to^Ir. Halph M. I'omeroy, the well-known keeper of

u leading hotel on the corner of Main and Seneca streets,

where '' Jirown's l>uildings" now stand, nearly cost him

his life.

Kurly in thy wai" of 1812, I'omeroy had given ollVnco

in his hotel to some of the members of a company of

volunteers from J5altimore, called the " J'altininvo

Greens," (it is believed they were Jrisji), and the wliolo

company were incited to resent the all'ront. by mobbiMi^

.111(1 murdeiing Pomeroy in his own house, and thev a,-

6end.)led to carry their threats into execution. As tlioy

were tunndtuously pa^.slng down through Main street,

Mr. (irosvcnor happened to be on the street, and was

mistaken bysomeof the mol) lor Pomeroy; inmiediately

a cry was raised, ^' There he is, kill the d— d Tory!"

In.-taiitly a I'ush was made after (xiosvenor, who ran

down upnii the east side of Main street, toward his own

store. Just before he reached it, his foot tripped and ho
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Gon. II. B. Pottor also caino IVum Cdlutnbiii Coi 'itv -.;

tlio stttno titric with Mossrs. (JrusvciiDr and Ileucock. Ilo

had studied liia prof'oHsioii in the uflice of the Hon. Elisha

Williams of Hudson. (}en. Potter immediately oj)encd

a law ofllco in Buiralo, and continued the prac-

tice of his profession tor a longer period than any other

lawyer in Bulfalo, and the records of his oflico oxhihit

the evidences of a regular, uninterrupted course of husi-

ness hardly to ho found e(iiiiiled anywhere.

Gen Potter became early identilied with all the inter-

ests of Butfalo, eBpeciully with the moral, religious and

educatioiuvl interests of society. In ri'spect to these ho

was consulted nutro than any other man, and although

he had an extensive law-oflico business during the wIkjIo

]>eriod of his residence in Pulfalo, and no man kej)! his

business more snug and under his own control, ho always

found time to discharge all his public duties, and to

attend to all the demands nuule upon his time in the dis-

charge of the social duties of life. JIo was proverb-

ially faithful and punctual in all his engagements, and

])088essed the cunlidence of all who kjiew him. lie nuir-

ried in Butfalo in J812, his wife being a daughter of

Major Miller, of whom we have already spoken. Ilo

had several children, one of whom only survives, Mrs.

lion. Geo. E. Babcock. Gen. Potter, survived his wife,

but a short time and died in 1854, at the age of 07.

Messrs. Stocking & Bull, came to Buffalo, in ISll, and

established themselves in the hatting and fur business,

Mr. Joseph Stocking being the senior partner of the lirni.

He was the brother of Mr. Samuel Stocking, of Utica,

in whoso business Mr. Bull had been brought up. Tiiey
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Capt, Ball gave satisfaction in tlio office to which ho

had been ajipointed, and proved an active, vigilant and

brave otHcer. The company wliich he commanded, com-

posed entirely of citizens of Buffalo, liad to perform a

great deal of guard duty, in the absence uf any regular

troops, in the early part of the war; and at every alarm,

which were then frequent, he was always found prompt

to respond to every call.

This company participated in several skirmishes with

the enemy. It was in the engagement at Black Rock,

the niglit before the surrender and burning of Butfalo.

In this engagement, Capt. Bull was slightly wounded.
«

After the destruction of their manufactory in Buftalo,

Stocking & Bull removed the manufacturing part of

their business to Canandaigua, snj)])lying their store in

Buftalo from thei'e. Capt. Bull never returned to Buftalo

to reside.

Mr. Daniel Bristol was among those that were in

Buftalo in 1811, He was a well-known master-builder,

or carpenter and joiner, for many years. He is the

father of Mr, C, C, Bristol, and is one of a very few sur-

vivors of those who settled in Buffalo before the war

of 1812.

As yet, nothing had been done towards 0])ciiiiig the

mouth of Buftalo Creak so as to admit vessels of any

siz-o. Nothing had been erected to check the drift of the

eand along the shore towards the Niagara river, and at

almost all seasons of the year, there was a continuous,

broad beach of sand along the lake shore—scarcely
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feroke:i by ti.e discharge of tl.e waters of Buffalo Creek
into the lake. At tl.. dry season of the year, it was
but a mere rivulet which required little exertion to
etep across, and all vessels navigating the lake wero
necessitated to go into the Niagara River for shelter, or

^ discharge a cargo on the American side, and business
began to experience some inconvenience, as bv the act or-
g^inmng the (Jollection District of Buffalo Creek, the office
ot the Collector was required to be kept at Buftalo Creek
Congress passed an act authorizing the office of the Col-
lector of that District to be kept at such place or places,
wuh.n the district, as the President of the U ited States
should designate, and in accordance with the provisions
ot the act, the President on the 16th of March, 1811
desagnatod Black Eock, as the Port of Entry for the
District ot Buffalo Creek, in the following proclamation.:

*' To ALL TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME '.

^'Whereas, by an Act of tiie Congress of the United
btates, passed on the second day of March, 1811 it hasamong other things been declared, 'That the office of
U)e Collector of the Customs for the District of Butfaloe
Creek shall be kept at such place or places in the town
of Buffaloe as the President of the United States shall
designate ' —
- Now know ye, that I, James Madison, President of

the United States, by virtue of the power and authoritym me vested by the Act aforesaid, have decided, and by
these presents do decide that from the first day of April
to the first day of December, in every year, Black Rock
^.all be the Port of Entry for the District of BufRxloe
Creek, and that for the residue of each and every such
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year, tho villngo of Buiraloc, sluvll be the Port of Entry
for tho Disti'ict iiforesaid.

" WuHhiiifrton, Mm-ch J 6th 1811.

"I certify tho foregoing' to be a true copy of tlio orig.

innl Act on file in tlio olHco of tlio Secretary of Uie
Treasury.

" EDWARD JONES, Ist Clerk."

Tho restrictions iniposc<l by Congress upon trade with
Great Britain, prior to the war of 1812, it was feared
might be construed as an act of hostility to them by tite-

Indians, UTuler the representations of liritish agents and
traders who still exerted a great iiiiluence over them
induced the Secretary of War to issue tho followin'>- cir-

cular.

" (CIROULAU).

"Wak Dkpartmknt, April 15th, 1811.

"Sir:— It is possible, (indeed it has been intimated),

that in consequence of tlie(»peration of the late law ])rohib-

iting the importation into the United States ofBritish goods,

tho British agents and traders with the Indians, may at-

tempt to excite in their minds, prejudices and hostile dis-

positions towards the United States, insinuating, thatas the

British goods intended" for their trade will not be ])ermit

ted to enter and i)ass the American posts on the Western
Frontier, this act, which has been dictated as a measure
of general i)ulicy in relation to (ireat Britain, was inteiul-

cd as an act of hostility against the Indians. You will

bo on your guard ; and use all proj)er means to anticipate
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.""''" ^""- "K"""" 'I'""'- Tl.at „, tl,c white ,,co,,lo ImvoU,so.poc,,o the rod „«„,,,e .HI, s,„„„it ,„'„„'i, j X'

COni-60 Ot jUKtlCO, "^

"In rcsKstin^. such endeavors and coneiliatinj. the dis

expected and m ease it sLould l^ecunio necessary to ex-

^- m nlgencies, and to n.ako presents exceedfng t o"Bual allowance, yonr discretion is eonlided in, to act ascircumstances may require.

"The Agents at ti.e several Victories will receive in

" liespectluily, Sir,

'' Your Ob't Serv't

iihN. LkASTUS GliANOKie,

" ^"'^^"» ^gent, Six Nations."

Mr. Charles Townsen<l ami Mr. George Coit, two yonn^men, nat.ves of Norwich, Connccticut'associat d h felves together and en.igrated to JUdhUo in J811 To

toit, HI 18Gr>, contains a brief history of the firm ofTownsend .t Cuit and is inserted at len.U, •
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" Mr. Coit was si native of Norwich, Connecticut.

The late Judge Towiisend and liimselt' were clerks to-

getlier in a drug store in that city, and came together to

reside here, in IS 11, and establislicd themselves in the

same business. They continued in it until 1318, when
they sold out their drugstore to Doctor John E.Marshall.

During those few first years of their ; ^sidence in this

city, (then a village), they established for themselves a

high reputation for integrity, and pecuniary responsibil-

ity, which they maintained through all the succeeding

years of an extensive and successful business. It may
be mentioned as a fact, almost perhaps without i)rece-

dent, that during the entire period of their copartnership

of more than forty years, they owned, and used, every-

thing in cmmon. Even after they both had families

this contii..ied to be the case ; each taking from the joint

stock what was required for the daily expenses of their

families, no account bei - made as against either indi-

vidual partner, and although this continued measureably

up to the close of their copartnership, and final division of

their property, it is believed no difficulty in fact, or in

feeling, was ever known to exist between them, growing

out of this circumstance.

"After the sale of their drug store, Townsend & Coit

engaged in the storage and forwarding business. Their

first ware-house was upon the Creek, at the foot of Com-

mercial street, at the mouth of the Little Bufialo Creek,

now the termination of the Erie canal, where they built

a dock and frame building, which was used many years,

but subsequently gave place to a brick ware-house,

which is still standing and in use.

" After the Erie canal was extended to this city,
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Messrs. Sl.e]<lon, Thompson & Co., re.noved tl.eir busi-
ness from Black liock to Buffalo, which led to a union
between the two fi,.nB of Townsend & Coit and S.
Thompson & Co. This iirm en^a^ed extensively in the
transportation and forwarding business on the Erie Canal
and subseqnently upon the lakes, forming a connection
with all the principal points, both East and West, d.intj
business for many years under the name of the ' Troy
and t.ne Line,' enjoying a reputation attained by few if
any other companies among the numerous associations
engaged m the business at that or any subsequent period.

It was the conimon observation and remark, that it
was se dom that partners in business were so well
ad^ipted to each other's peculiarities, as Townsend and
Coit. Judge Towr.send becoming pernnmentlv a crippla
soon after they commenced ia.siness, rendered him inca-
pable ot active, out-of-door employment, while he had
extraordinary clerical capacity

; while Mr. Coit pos-
sessed vigorous health, great activity and energy, all the
out-door business devolved on bin. ; they thus became
essential to each other.

Ji^\!^'''^
'""'"'"'^

"" '''^'' ^^' J"^lse Townsend in
1810. fehe was the mother of all his children-four sons
and two daughters-all of whom survive their father ex-
cept one, the liev. John T. Coit, who died last year, at
Rochester, where he was settled as the pastor of St.
reter's Church.

There are few men who arc permitted to enjov so much
comfort in their children as did Mr. George 6oit. They
had remained under the parental roof unti^l they were ail
married and settled in the world, with the exception of
John, who was al^sent a few years pursuing his theolog-
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ical studies, in Europe. The family were remarkably
aifectionate, extremely attaclied to each other, and to

their father and to their father's house. Their; mother
who was entirely devoted to her cliildren, while she lived

having died when they were all yet quite young. But
they never forgot her instructions or the influence of her

example.

Mr. Coit was twice married after tiie loss of his first

wife, both of which connections seem to have been emi-

nently judicious and happy.

Altlaiiigh Mr. Coit had lived to see Bufliilo grow up
from an insignificant village to become a large and popu-

lous city, his own chosen dwelling being, as it were, in the

very heart of business, he chose to remain iu his old

home, and continued to occupy his plain unpretending

house on the corner of Pearl and Swan streets, where
he had first pitched his tent, fifty years before. Here he
enjoyed almost uninterrupted health up to within a few

days of his death. He continued to enjoy the use of all

his faculties with the exception of his hearing, in a re-

markable degree. His deafness had, in a great measure,

disqualified him for the enjoyment of that social inter-

course vo which he had been accustomed, and which he

greatly enjoyed. He therefore sought, and found, enjoy-

ment within the sacred precincts of his own family. His

last sickness found him neither anxious or unprepared,

and the i)rospect of its fatal termination, of which his

symptoms gave early indication, did not disturb the natu-

ral equanimity of his mind ; his only regret seemed to

be in parting with his dear children, who notwithstanding

they had all settled in i'amilies, still clung to their homo
and visited almost daily their father's house.
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Tl.is recorUof onrdoparted friend would be incomplete

TaVr'T "°'"° "' '" l'^-''""«- "f charieter.

f otly afsfted m the position where Providence had
p a ed mm and his a..,hiti„„ was to discharge the dutiesof that pos.t,„„ with fidelity, and n.aintain 'with cons"tency the character he had assnn.ed, of an upright eon-—us hnsiness n,a„ and all who .new h'i.n'wni s^;thatm th,s,he was eminently successful. I„ all thevaned and extensive rau.iHcations of a large husincpursued wm, enterprise and energy for a longjr per d.me han ,s nsuall,, allotted to men of his das

, he sus-tamed throughout, a high character for integritv, dTn
andd,scre,.on and there was no period onuVhunes
career when the firm of which he was a pron.inentmZ
ber d,d not stand A No, 1, i„ the public es.hnation, notonly for pecuniary responsibility, but for punctuality
honor, and n.tegrity. The nan,e of Townsend & cit
assocmtedasit was, with that of others of the highesttasmess standing, in abnost every principal town IromNew lork, through the Erie Canal, and the lakes to CI,"
cage, was a guarantee that whatever was connnilted tothe,r hands was safe and sure to receive the n,ost vh-ilant
care and attention.

'^I'Jnc

In 1818, on the application of the citizens of Buffalothe Legislature of the State authorized the survey of themouth of Buffalo Creek, with a view to the cons r t „of a harbor. This survey was to be at the expense ofZ
Wm Be

'T "r!'"
''"™™'' S"""'»'-lv, by the lion.Wm Peacock, The next year the Legislature authorized

th" :.
'^™':\"'""^'"'" """"- '- "- construction ofthe wo.k. This loan was secured by the bond and ntort-

I ij^f '1
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cra^o of Cliiirlcs Towiisuik!, Olivor Forward, Saiunel

Willcoson and (xoor^ijjo Coit. Tlio jnonoy was oxpemled

iiiidor the suiv.'riiiteiuloiicci of Judge Sainucl Wilkeson.

A pier was built upon the outer side of the chamu-l of

the creek, exteiuliug into the hdce about eighty i-ods,

reaching twelve i'eet of water ; and, in 1821, a channel

was foriried of sufHeient de])th to admit vessels of ordi-

nary size into l^utf.do Ci-eek, giving assurance of the

Buccess of what had been considered a doubtiul experi-

ment. When, however, the agent of the Steamboat

Company came on from New York, in January, 1S22, to

build a new steamboat to take the place of the " Walk
ill the Water." which had been wrecked, he did not re-

gard the harbor improvements sullicicntly advanced or

secure to ensure the boat a safe passage out of the creek,

if constructed upon its banks, and decided to build it at

Black Kock, where the '' AValk in the Water " had been

built. To induce the building of the boat in Buffalo,

liowever, the citizens offered to indemnify the Comjtany

against loss, by agreeing to pay one hundi'cd and fifty

dollai'S per day for evcsry day the boat should be detained

in Buffalo Creek after the fii'st of May, by reason of any

obstruction of the channel. Charles Townsend, Sainuel

Wilkeson, George Coit, Ebcnezcr Johnson, Elijah D.

Efner and Ebenezer Waldcn, executed this bond. The

bt)at was accordingly builton IJuffalo Creek, and when the

boat was completed and ready to sail, in the spring of

1823. the " Sui)erior " found an open, unobstructed chan-

nel into the lake; and the bond was cancelled. This

was a great dav of triumidi and rejoicing in Buffalo.

As has already been observed, Mr. Coit did not seek

public notoriety out of the legitimate sphere of his busi-
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dates May 26tli, 1817. Thoy continued to bo interested

in the commerce of i.he Iftkes from this time to the intro-

duction of B'.uam buuts, and the firm to which they be-

longed were largo owners both in steam and sailing cratl,

up to the time of its dissolution in 1843 or 4, and per-

haps it is duo to truth to say that the capital and credit

of Townseiid &; Colt contribuicvi H6 luuch or more than

that of any other individual at that early day, to develop

the resources of the country and carry forward tiio com-

merce of our inland waters. The same may be said with

eq lal truth, in relation to the improvement of o'.ir city.

They at an early <lay became the owners of a largo

amount of real estate, much of which they improved.

The stores they built u\Mn Main street and their

warehouses upon the docks, wore the best of their class

at the time they were built, and it is no disparagement

to others to say that during the whole period of their

active business, from 1811 to 1814, theirs was the

leading house in tlie city, and the rei)utation of the house

under tlie various names which the changes of the indi-

viduals composing it from time to time, rendered neces-

fiary, has been maintained up to the present time.

Mr. Raphael Cook was a cotemporary tavern-keeper

in Builalo witii Ralph M. l\»meroy. lie kept a, house of

less pretension, on the opposite side of Main street from

Pomeroy. It is not certain whether Mr. Cook came to

Buftalo, prior to 1310 It is certain tliat he kept a pub-

lic house at the jdace above stated in 1810. Ho removed

from Palmyra, or its neigliborhood to Buffalo, and rented

the place he occupied and may have added to the build-

ings as they were low and occupied considerable groimd
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Public meetings „,,,,eur to l.avo Loon held ,u" Cook'sT«vo,n,.- ,„ thoso .lay. M,-. Oook'» wile booon.i,,;; ,!

wal. 1,0 rest, wl,.„ it was o„„,od, l,ut returned after tl"*a and re-oponed his tavern , ., Main street, up townon the present site of the "Tim House." The oW buUd-gwluehho occupied, stood a groat nuudl of
'::"

and ™s long kn,.™ as the " Old riuenix IJotol "MrCook cont.uuod to keep it, until his death, in 1821 „ 2

it';^;::::""^
'- w.u.G™ut,.h„s„no;;ii

Mr. Ohver iorward eamoto Buffido about this periodIIo marnod the sister of Mr. Erastus Granger. 1 e ffl.'cated as the deputy of Mr. Granger, in tht Post Officemany years, and on theresiguatiou of Mr. (iranger, as Collector ol Customs, Mr. Forward was appoin,.l iu his plac
fe was subsequently appointed a Judge, l,y which title hev>as best known to the early inhabitants of J :u(ralo. Hopure u.ed Inner Lot, No. 72 .-hat is now Pearl street.u 1813, where he bu,lt a brick dwelling, soon after thewar, w ueh ,s st.ll standing. lie had several childrensome o when, died iu in«.„ey. It is helieved that Mrs.'A. b. bterlmg is now the only resident iu Bnffiilo.

Buffalo. He com,.onced practice upon the opposite side
f th r,yer ,„ ISIO but on the breaking ont of the war,m 18la, he removed to this side, and becan.e a perma-

ueut rosu ent of Buffalo, where he prae.ieed his profes-
..ou nearly half a century. The Doctor stood higl '„ ,1
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profession, niid at nn early period of his residence was
for a time associated with Doctor (jiiapin. During tlio

long period of his j)rofe8sional career, his practice was

among the leading families of the place, and he stood

high in the estimation of his professional brethren, among
whom he was looked upon as tiie senior member. Like

Doctor Chaj)in, he had an extensive acquaintance and
practice in Canada, having married his wife there, or

rather the war having compelled him to leave about the

time fixed for the wedding, he was driven to the necessity

of invoking tlio aid of friends, and going over in the

night making a willing prisoner of Miss Wintermoo^-., his

affianced bride, brought her across the river, and they

were married in Buffalo, soon atler the declaration of

war, in 1812. Doctor Trowbridge had a large family of

children
; Doctor John S. Trowbridge is the only one now

living in Buffalo.
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Tiie first newspaper published in Buffalo was the

" Buffiilo Gazette," issued on the 3d day of October, 1811,

by the brothers Smith II., and Hczekiah A. Salisbury,

who came here for the purpose, from Canandaigua, whore

they had learned the printing business of the late James D.

Bemis, in the office of the " Ontario Kepository." The
" Gazette " was the only paper then published in Western

New York, excepting one at Batavia, established in 1807.

They likewise opened a bookstore, being the only one in

the State west of Canandaigua. S. II. Salisbury, in 1818,

retired from the " Gazette," and it was continued by II.

A. Salisbury, under the title of the " Buffiilo Patriot,"

until 1836, when he disposed of it, and it has since been

published as the weekly issue of the "Buifalo Daily
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Commcrcinl Advertiser' s it o i- i

I ocnestc, ,a 1830, and became editor of the "
RochesterDady Adverfser," wl.ero l.e died in 1832. I£. Illbury died in this city, in 1856.

Hitherto Buffalo Jiad been spoiled wJfh o

ho abs«rd.ty of ™ing the superfluous o on he "lof
';,';»'- /'- '» °™ -'"od he took. lie IfBu -.here's your Buf, fa_ther„-, ,our Buftl 7^1-o's your J,„fl-ah>, e-.here's your BuffiUo-e

"'
Tl^Mlow,„a record of „ hypothotieal lawsuit i» eopied

:

^^

(From llio ll„ir„l„ GaicolK.. Dec. !9(h, 1811.)
" LAW INTELLIGKNCB.

Ety-Mol O. Gy 1

General Opinion,
f

°°"' "^ ^''''l'''''' J*''"'=''. Buftalo-e.

"This was an action brought before the Court for thepur oiuing t «fth letter of the alphabet, and e^pitIt on the end of the name Buftiilo.

"The Plaintiff eontended that ho had both reason nudg t on h.s side, an.I that ho could not only pro o f,li.«l. authority that the Defendant was ,uilty ,ot on v ofagi-oss ereietionin thus adding the silent'supe Ijto the high sounding Biif-fa-lo, but that he had in"!Wcliings, taken one of tho offieiul funetionaries one o

f

«^o inost inportant members of the alphabet, one n ac.ntroduoed into all eircles, parties, soeittios ad even i^to
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electioneering caucuses, and placed him whore his use-

fuhiess would be entirely abridged, where he must raise

his final head in silence, where he would be known only

in name.
" The Plaintiff now proceeded after some pertinent

remarks to the Court, in which he pointed out the enor-

mity of the offence of General Opinion, to call his wit-

nesses. Several Dictionaries were brought forth and

examined, who testified from Doctor Johnson down to

Noah Webster, that there was no such character as e, in

the town of BUFFA.LO. General Use who w^as subpoe-

naed by both parties was qualified.

" He said he did not hesitate to state to the Court that

he had been in the constant practice of dating his notes,

receipts and memoranda with ' Buffaloe,' but that since

the establishment of a public paper, he should accommo-

date it to his conscience to cut it short and dock off the

final e. The Plaintiff then said, that if necessary he

could produce to the Court a cloud of certificates which

would fully and unequivocally convince and convict their

minds, but that he would not insult their Honors by sup-

posing that any further evidence was wanting and should

therefore rest his case."

Tiiese efforts of Mr. Salisbury were successful and the

:Superfluou3 e was gradually dropped, and the im-

proved method of spelling Buffalo without an e prevailed.



ClIAPTEIi XIV.

Among the settlers in Buffalo at the period we are now
considering, was Mr. Job Hoysington. His name be.comes historic as being the only citizen of Buffalo killed
in tiie battle which preceded the burning of Buffalo, on
the morning of the 30th uf December, 1813. The follow-
ing notice of Mr. Ilojsington, was written by Mr. Ben-
jamin Hodge, for the Buffalo Historical Society, in 1862 :

_
"Mr. Hoysington came to reside in Buffalo, in 1810He was a man of great energy, and perseverance: ofindom, able courage and great endurance. He was ^ell

calculated to battle with the trials and difficulties of a
frontier ife. He was a very expert marksman with the

fn''JTl f"^
"' ''"^°^' ''''y shot, a squirrel

f^omthetop of the highest trees. He seemed to take
great del.ght in his hunting excursions. But when the
war of 1812 opened, Hoysington had a new lield beforeInm and none entered it more willingly, or with more
readiness to meet the invading foe. So fixr as others
could judge he was a stranger to fear. He alwavs
seemed perfectly cool and collected

; nothing ever shookIm nerves, and if for once he did miss his mark (as we
shall presently relate), it may be attributed toother
causes. * * *

% fl
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I "On the morning of the 1 1th of July, 1813, the ene-

rgy crossed the river at Black Rock, dispersed the few

militia we had, and burned the barracks. Gen. Porter

and ethers rallied a force of some two hundred men and

about twenty Indians, under the celebrated Indian chief,

Farmers Brother, vigorously attacked the enemy and

drove them back, with the loss of some fifteen or twenty

killed and wounded. Mr. lloysington was on the right

flank with the Indians. He cautiously advanced, under

cover of some trees, until he found himself near the ene-

n- V, who were standing near the turn of the road in

Niagara street. He fired the first gun, taking deliberate

, aim, at a British officer, lie felt sure of his man, but,

unaccountably to him, he missed his mark. lie after-

wards declared if it had been a squirrel ho should have

killed him.

''In this affair, the Indian chief Young King was

wounded in the foot, and we lost two or three other men.

^•" A British sergeant, while retreating, was shot

'.through the leg, and lay just under the bank, a little

•west of Gen. Porter's house, the present residence of L.

F. Allen, Esq. One of our Indians, who had just dis-

charged his rifle, jumped down the bank, some twenty

feet from the wounded man, and stopped to load. The

sergeant partly raised himself up and attempted to

shoot the Indian ; his gun missed fire. The Indian, in a

paroxysm of rage, sprang upon his foe with the ferocity

of a tiger, wrenched the gun from 'lis grasp, and with

one well-directed blow, knocked his brains out. The
'

gun was an elegant, silver- mounted piece, but was

broken oflf at the breech by the blow, but was afterwards

mended and did good service.
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" In the disastrous battle fought at Black Eock on the

rrVV" '''^''^^•' ^«l^'-^^-'-h resulted inthe defeat of our troops and the burning of Buffalo, JobHoysington bore a most conspicuous part. Himself and

IsT
?"\"'^"' '''^''''' ^' l^uffalonians fCmo bravel,. Nearly all our raw nnlitia, amountin.rto

nearly three thousand, n.any of whom had been incamp but a few days, fled at the first onset like a flockof sheep. It was a real 'Bull's Run' stan.pede. Formore than alf an hour, a few hundred of our men madea most determined resistance; but a thousand disci-
plined Bntish troops, with a few hundred Indians onthen flank, soon conipellcd our men to give way IIov-
«mgton did so with great reluctance, and after retreatingBomea tance with the I'est, suddenly stopped and saic^
1 wd have one more shot at them.' In vain was he

entreated not to tarry.

" Days, weeks and months passed away, but no tidin.^scame of the n.issing Iloysington. But when the sprin<.
came, and the winter snows Imd melted away, his re"-man,s were found beside a log, not far from the present
residence of F. Gridley, Esq, on North street. A bnllethad passed through his head, and the marks of the tom-ahawk m his skull told too plainly that he fell by thehand of the savages. His empty rifle lay by his side
Jiis remains were buried in the old neighboring burial
ground. ° *=

"About tlie year 1850, the remains in this old
cemetary, some one hundred in number, were exhumed
and placed m boxes, preparatory to their removal to
Forest Lawn.' The writer, with a friend, called to

look at the remains. In one of the boxes evidentlv lay

I > 1 !.iiJj
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the skull of Hoysington. The bullet holes and the mavka

of the tomahawk were too plain to be mistaken, A few

days after, witli other friends, ho called again to view the

sad relics, but the skull was gone ; no one could give any

information in regard to it. Some one had taken it

away
;
possibly it is in the hands of some medical man

in our city." * * *

On the morning after the battle at Black Rock, when

our troops were flying before the enemy, Mrs. Hoysing-

to.i with her children waited in anxious expectation of her

husband's return, but he came not. Their house was

out on Main, near Utica street. She remained until all

her neighbors had gone, and great numbers of the panic-

stricken militiamen had passed. At last with a heart

weighed down with -nxiety about her husband, she

started on foot, with her little children, to follow on with

the rest. SK had not gone far before she was overtaken

by two cavalry horsemen. They proposed to take each,

one of the smallest of her chUdren on their horses to, help

her in her flight. She consented, and for many weeks

she knew not what had become of her children ; at

length a notice was published and Mrs. Hoysington

found her children in a distant county. They had been

carried home by the sympathizing soldiers, and cared for.

They were returned to her in safety, and her oldest son

was educated at the expense of the First Presbyterian

Church in Buffalo, for the ministry, and became tiie cele-

brated missionary to India and died recently, greatly

honored and beloved.

' Among the early lawyers of Buffalo, was the venera-

ble John Root, attorney and counsellor at law. He

came to Buffalo in 1810. He was tlic cotcmporary of
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Waklen, Potter, Harrison and other early practitioners
in A^estern New York. A book might be filled with the
witty sayings and sharp repartees of " Old Counsellor
Root," as he was familiarly named. These are still re-
membered and often repeated by the older members of
the bar, even to this day.

_

" Counsellor Root," is remembered as a man of gigan-
tic proportions, rather stooping or round shouldered, ad-
dicted to drink in his later years, yet never losing an
innate propensity to utter sharp, witty sayings. In a
case upon one occasion where the judge had decided a
point against him. Root, in animadverting upon it re-
marked that it was only equaled by the memorable decision
made by Pontius Pilate, on a well-known occasion The
judge sharply rebuked him, saying, "Mr. Root, sit down
Bir-you are drunk." Root slowly settled himself into
his seat, muttering, sotto voce, « That is the only correct
decision, your honoc has made during the whole term."
The court and bar could scarcely restrain the general out-
burst of laughter which ran through the whole court-
room.

On another occasion, he and Gen. Potter were opposed
to each other in trying a case of assault and battery
Root, in the course of his argument, said he had known
a case, where a man from a slight blow of a stick on the
head became idiotic for the rest of his life. Potter sus-
pecting the counsellor of drawing upon his imagination,
rather than stating facts, interrupted him by the bcp^iry

I'

Who was it ? " Root turned slowly toward him and said
in a mild voice, "1 dont mean you Brother Potter."

After practicing in Jus profession to an advanced age,
Mr. Root retired to a farm upon the lake shore in the

illl
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town of Hamburgh, but died in this city in 1846, at the
age of 76. Pie was twice married, but left no children.

We have spoken of most of the prominent settlers in

Buffalo, up to 1811, or those who were here before the
war, that became permanent settlers. It now remains to

speak of the transactions of this eventful period. It was
during the year ISll, that fears of a war between the
United States and Great Britain began to be entertained,

and the peoi)le of Buffalo began to realize that their po-
sition was a dangerous one in case war should be de-
clared. Not the least of their anxiety grew out of the
fact that the Indians residing in the vicinity were known
to still hold friendly relations with their brethren, the

Mohriwks, who had settled in Canada, and they were
known to be bL ill under a strong British influence, ex-

erted through British agents and ofHcers, who still held
intercourse with them.

In order to ascertain the state of feeling among the

Indians on the subject of anticipated difficulties, Mr.
Granger, the Agent, held a council with them. He ex-

plained to them the nature of the difficulties between the

two governments
; that it was in relation to questions in

which they had no interest, counselling them in any
event to remain quiet at their homes and all differences

would be speedily settled upon a solid basis, while they
should remain in undisturbed possession of their lands.

To this the Indians replied through their chiefs, that they
should remain in peace ; that in no case, and under no
circumstances would they be drawn into hostility with the

United States, and that they should endeavor to influence

their brethren in Canada, to the same course of action.
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But when hostilities actually commenced the fear of ourown Indians operated powerfully on the public mind, and
caused numbers to leave the place, so that it is probable
that not over one thousand inhabitants remained at thebegmning of the war.

A very iritable state of feeling existed upon both sides

HveratLlack Rock from the Canada side which occa-s.one p ,^ ,,,.,,,,,, despondence betrenhe pubhc authont.es on both sides, but was finally sat-
I acton y explained by Col. Warren and others upon theother side, showing that the firing was the act of I. mereboy, done in sport. This state of feeling however wasno eon Ho this locality, but existed upon tL 111me of the nver.^ A public meeting was held at Lewis-
ton which passed strong resolutions in regard to a simi-
ai transaction at that place, and the public mind seemed
to be prepanng for what soon followed. The following
article appeared in the Bufialo Gazette, June 16th, 1812 :

" WAR.

"Tar Ims been so long the order of tlie day that it isvry d,ihcult to aseertain by the signs of 'the tim
whether we shall haveit in reality, or have it in . orfjmere paper shot. The i„for,„ati„„ contained iu this par-agraph may be of the utmost importance to the people of

, r
p""'?'-

,

^™° -" '^^'-•"-e. On the firs, instant
the Pies.dontsont a message to both Ilonses of Con-
gress aceompanied with documents lately received fromJingland, upon receipt of which, Congress went into
secret session, and remah.ed in conclave on the eveningo

/: ni

H ,

It <

I k )

,r
'11

:



268 HISTORY OF BUFFALO.

m

of the second, when the last news arrived from Wash-
ington. Tills message related to a dechiration of war
against Enghuul, as is stated in the New York papers
which also state that a bill declaring war against Eng-
land had passed the House of Eepresentatives by a ma-
jority of thirty-five. The bill was sent to the Senate
where it is also rumored that it was rejected by a major-
ity of one ! Other accounts state in substance the same.
The next mail, we expect, will further elucidate the
subject."

The same paper contained the following

:

(; FRONTIEK MILITARY AFFAIRS.

" Col. Swift returned from Albany and resumed the

command of the volunteers on the Niagara River. The
volunteers have all arrived on the frontier to the number
of six hundred. Nathaniel Allen, Esq., member of the

Assembly from Ontario County, has been appointed Pay-
master to these troops, and has arrived at Black Eock
bringing with him forty thousand dollars, as mc under-

stand."

A courier was known to have been sent from Wasli-

ington to Niagara, by the British Minister at Washinrr.
ton, with news of the declaration of war, which gave the

information to the British officer in command in Canada,
in advance of any official information communicated to

our own officers
; and measures were immediately taken

by the British to capture everything belonging to the

Americans, within their reach.
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Thofiret actof open hostility was tho capturo of a^rnayessel oaded with salt which lay off the mouth ofBuffalo Creek waiting for a wind. Tho captain of the
vessel saw two large row-boats, filled with armed mencome out frun under the guns of Furt E^Je, and ste";
dn-ectly for the vessel. The wind was light; he cou dnot enter Buffalo Creek

;
his only altermUi;. wl

hois sail and attempt to escape up the lake, but thewind failing, he fell an easy prey to the eneniy. To^ollowmg notice of this affair is from the Buffalo Ga.ette,

On Saturday last, at 1 o clock P. M, the schooner Com-
niencement, Capt. Johnson, was lying off Buffalo Creek
waiting for a wind. Two British armed row-boats fitted
out at Fort Erie, put to sea and took the direction of the
schooner, meanwhile Johnson stood out with a faint
breeze, intending, if the wind should increase, to double
Sturgeon Point, but by the time the schooner had beat
SIX 01. seven miles up the lake, the breeze almost failed
and the boats came up with her, ca])tured and towed he^
into port.

"The schooner belonged to Mr. Peter II. Colt, of
Llack Rock, and was loaded with salt. There were forty
men on board the boats, and only three men and a boy
on board the schooner. The crew of the Commencement
were released on Sunday mornintr."

Scattered through the Province of Upper Canada were
numbers of Americans-young men engaged in business
tor themselves, or as agents for others. These were cap
tured as prisoners of war, without distinction or excep-
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tion, many of them however through the assistance of
friends were enabled to escape or elude their pursiiers.

It was very evident that tlie British were much better

prepared for war than the Americans, and the most ex-

travagant stories of their preparation and purpose to

invade our shores wiHi a formidable army were in circu-

lation. The following appeared in the Buftalo Gazette,

July 14th

:

" The British are understood to have aboutsix or seven

hundred regular troops stationed between the lakes from

Fort George to Fort Erie. These men are generally those

wlio have seen service in various parts of the old world.

The militia of the Province are ordered out en masse.

Great discontent prevails in consequence of this requisi-

tion, there being no help to gather in the crops ; the

clamors ot the people are but little shoi t of open rebel-

lion. There is no civil authority in Canada—no magis-

trate will act—the martial code has usurped the civil

law. Many young tradesmen in Canada will be ruined.

They are required to take up arms or leave the country.

They cannot collect their debts, nor bring away their

property, but many have come away and left their all in

jeopardy.

The British arc said to have more than one hundred

pieces of flying, field and garrison artillery in the diti'er-

ent defences on the Niagara river. Fort Erie has been

strengthened considerably ; a redoubt of many rods in

length was thrown up on Wednesday and Thursday last,

on the hill, a few rods below the house of John Warren,

Jun., and directly opposite the dwelling house ofGen. Peter

B.Porter, at Black Rock. * * Gen. Brock. President of
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tl.e P„,.|i„,ne„t of L'|,pc,. Canada, acting Governor of

intencluig the various defences on tlie rivor Tr •

e«o.l .0 be an able a„„ experion d offict of,,;doubted conrage. Ho ea,„e from Little Yor^ T™ T[Boon after liearin.- „f tbo d™l„ .• T (Toronto)

believed with a
''?= »'-»"™ o*' war, and, it was

NiaJa • , ,
'"'°"''°" "f """oW"'! Forti-iia^am, but, conh-ary to what baa been renorted 1,«made no de.nand of surrender " » « "^ '

''*

Immediately on the report of a declaration of warth nnl t.a .n the neighborhoo.l of the lines were ordrd
B,'

,*'™- "»"'""*'• "'"> '^iJo.d a few ,„ile, east ofBuffalo, on what was called the "
plains "

„r,l!. T f
;- entire brigade. Gen. Porter, wl^C bee'74:^
K on, returned to his hon,e at Black Rock and TZ;
ivfrr"

'"" "'"^"°" '*' »ff»™' ""<'"« "-ToSt

but : r Let: i:.;r::V"^
'"""^^' -^ """•'=^

TV. .' ,1

Invasion by the enemy was exnectpd

the Bufl" r'"'' "T""'
""""' "'« «di'orial e fo;the Luttalo Gazette, June 30th, 1812 :

"Ma.ior Frederick Miller, of this town, has been ap

j^.p,.i, ., ,.„,„, ., „„ „„,,„„,•„,.;;-

' Ci

I 'i'
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of Capt. Hull, are embodied, and rendezvous in this vil-

lage to protect the town."

The act declaring war was published in the Buffalo

Gazette, July 7th, 1812.

The most absurd 'and startling rumors were put in

circulation every day. Mr. Granger held frequent con-

sultations with the Indians—issued a proclamation, ad-

dressed to the inhabitants of Buffalo, assuring them of

the friendly disposition of the Indians, and that no fears

need be entertained in regard to them.

Among the other rumors which were put in circula-

tion, it was said the British and Indians had crossed

over and taken possession of Grand Island in the Niag-

ara river, which the Indians at that time claimed as

their property. This led our Indians to call a meeting

of consultation and conference with Mr. Granger, their

agent. The result of this conference is spoken of in the

Buffalo Gazette of August, 4th, 1812, as follows :

"The rumor of the British and Indians taking posses-

sion of Grand Island (in the Niagara river, and owned

by the Senecas) having reached the ears of the Senecas,

they assembled for the purpose of counseling with their

agent, Mr. Granger, on the subject. The famous Ked

Jacket, after having stated the information they had re-

ceived, addressed the agent in the following manner :

" Brother :—You have told us that we had nothing to

do with the war between you and the British ; but we find

the war has come to our doors. Our property is taken

possession of by the British and their Indian friends. It

is necessary now for us to take up the business, defend
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our property and drive the enemy from it. If we sit.t,„pon our seats and take no measures of redresl the

will 1,0 d It by conquest, and should y„„ conouer C,/Jl

wJ^^.our„arrio;sa!^^re":;;r'^—: •-
take possession of our lands." ^ '

The rumor, like many others, turned out to be <.round

J.aus and upon the white inhabitants. It Jve tie Ind.a"s an opportunity of identifying themselvT wi t ,e

«--ortheti:r!;:„ror:„r;i'tr::;-;7
prevonsly died, and there was no one lift ere itly

uieiriojalty to the Government, were invit«,l t„ • • .

the defence of the counfy in wl d t Ihl T '"

stake as the whites. Al,L warH t o Th sIT l^!

s,g„s^of the times, yet the great mass of the people
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looked upon it as soiiietliing remote and improbable, and

when the news of the declaration of war came to be

viewed as a reality, they were aroused to a sense

of their exposed condition. ^Nothing had been done

either by the State or General Government, in the way
of protection or defence of the exposed inhabitants on

the Niagara frontier. A peace of tliirty years had

served to remove the generation that had achieved our

independence. It is trtie there were here and there a few

of those wlio had participated in the war of the Hevo-

lution, but they were in general exenijjtby law from mil-

itary duty ; the great mass of the local militia were

almost entirely destitute of military experience or disci-

pline. The imperfect organization of our militia system,

and the imperfect instruction received at the "trainings,"

and annual "inspections," did little else than to bring

the whole thing into ridicule, rendering the whole sys-

tem a hindrance, rather than an aid, to the public defence.

It was no uncommon thins; for our officers who liad re-

ceived a tliorough military education at West Point, to

say that it was far easier to make soldiers out ofujen

who had never "trained "a day in their lives, than to

bring under discipline those who had acquired

habits at these country trainings wnich they had to

unlearn before the first step in mditary instruction could

be taken. The first efforts of a few weeks tu organize ;i

defensive force on the Niagara frontier convinced the peo-

ple of the real condition of affairs.

Early in iSeptember, 1812, a pul)lic meeting was called

at the Court House, in Buffalo, of wiiieh the following is

a notice from the Eufialo Gazette, Sej)tembcr Sth, 1S12:
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" COUNTY MEKTING
;

"A mooting of many citizcis of Niagara Co.mty was

fl ZT 1'T "°"^^' "' "'" C"'"-' Ho...e"^ B f!iciio, on riuirsday last • Gon T <ii ir i
• ^,

Lavin,-ftil,.,l
,',':',^'"''- -"'« oftcers of tl.e mootingbay ng fa.lod to f„r„,sl, „s a oopj- of tl,e pr„oeodin<^ of tl,o.»eotmg, we oan only say tl.at a c„„„„i«eo of fi o , s

s.ta..t,on of 1,0 i,-o„t,e,.s, to acquaint inn, witi, tl,o g.oatdehconcy of anns and anu„„ni,i„n, and p,,,y ,,li!f !.k.to a goncnd o„n,„,i„e„ „f safety wa. appointed o

"
a

1 noeossary mfonnation of approaol.ing dan-or
"

dalso ,0 p,.evo„t all unnocossa.y alann fro,,! tl,o ti „;,sannno,. and falsehoods that are constantly ulloat."

Fears had boon entertained that the Indians, i„ casee e„en,y should „,ako a snccessfnl invasion, w„ d ota.e,r anccnt ally, an<l every indication of tle loy ,
•

the Sencoas was hailed with doli.>l,t The f„Il
copied irom theButraloGazetteofieptoIbLaOtMSy:

"About one hundred and forty warriors of the Senca^at„n of ndians fron, Alleghany Eivor arr.Vedt

Mo,e are expected ii-„n, different parts. Several eonfh,-cos and councils have lately been held w th c f"They volnntardy offered to take up arms for delCnve'
o„era,.o„s. Yesterday ,hoy perfonned a war dance ,the streets of this villao-e

"'

Early .iu October of this year, a detachment of sail-

lili
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ors frotn New York arrived at Black Rock, destined for

the fleet which was organizing on Lake Erie.

Two British vessels—the brig Adams and the schooner

Caledonia—were then lying at Fort Erie, and a plan was
organized to capture them by surprise, under cover of

the night. There was a double purpose in this enter-

prise. The Americans were sensible of their weakness
upon the whole Niagara frontier, and it was their true

policy to keep up an appearance of strength by making
occasional aggressive demonstrations. The vessels, al-

though armed, were known to have on board very valu-

able cargoes of furs. The enterprise was entirely an im-

promptu affair, and was enthusiastically entered into by
the newly arrived sailois, just from a long, dull overland

journey—some of our own citizens entering in to it with

spirit, led by the brave Dr. Chapin. An attack, in open
boats, upon two armed vessels, M^as an act which, had it

failed, would have been pronounced the heightof pre-

sumption and rashness ; but, as it proved successful, was
characterized as a " gallant and daring exploit." None
but brave men could have planned and executed it.

The following brief notice of this transaction is taken

from the Buffalo Gazette of October 13th, 1812 :

u GALLANT AND DARIN» EXPLOIT.

" About one o'clock on Friday morning, three armed
boats, with one hundred and two men, crossed from this

ehore to Fort Erie on the opposite side, for the purpose
of attacking two British vessels—the brig Adams, of six

guns, and the schooner Caledonia, of two guns—at

.anchor near that place ; one boat containing about fifty
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" Tho first shot from the British batteries killed Major

Cujler, whose death is published in the succeeding

coluuin. A twenty-four lb. ball passed through tho

hou30 of Orange Dean. Another six lb. shot passed

through the store of N. Sill & Co. Above three hun-

dreu shots were fired from the British batteries." * *

Perhaps there was scarcely an incident during the

whole war that created a profonnder sensation than tho

death of Major Cuyler, mentioned above. The capture

of the two armed vessels from under the very guns of

the fort, and the death of an officer who had already at-

tracted universal notice and admiration, being almost

the first of the war, touched a chord of sympathy in the

hearts of multitudes both in and out of the ai-my.

Major Cnyler belonged to a wealthy family, early set-

tled at Palmyra, in Ontario county, lie came on to tho

lines as the aid of Maj. Gen. Hall, of the New York

Volunteers, wlio was from the same county. lie was a

young man of fine appearance and address, and entered

upon the discharge of liis duties with great energy and

enthusiasm. On this occasion, it is said, ho was en-

gaged in procuring relief for the wounded in the boats

and upon tho vessels. He was mounted and riding rap-

idly down tho beach of the river, carrying a lantern.

lie was struck by a cannon shot and instantly killed.

The following is the obituary alluded to above :

" OBITUAKY.

" Killed instantly, on Friday morning last, between

the hours of four and five o'clock, while' passing the
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beach at Black Rock, on l.or8o-])ack, at full speed, by acannon shot fron. the British batteries, Major WillfamHowe Cnjler, aged thirty-seven years, principal aide-de-camp to Maj. Gen. Hall, late fron. the town of Palmyra
111 the connty of Ontario.

'

•' 11,8 body was conveyed to this village, and interred
at the bnry,ng g,ound on Saturday, with the honors ofwar. An address was delivered at the grave by J. E.Chapbn, Esq., from which we n.ake the following
extract ; * * °

"His situation m life was such as to enable him to
grauty the benevolent feelings of his heart. The bless
nigs ot heaven seemed to have descended upon him, and
all around seemed to conspire to crown his life with hap-
piness. All the con.forts which wealth could purchase
were w.thm his grasp. The aftections of a fond anddoatmg wite had given to his home a charm which noth-
ing could dissolve. Three infant children, as they
played around his fire-side, awakened the tenderest feel-
ings ot the parent and gave him all a father's happiness.
Wlule thus enjoying every domestic felicity, the din ofwar reached his ears. His country had resorted to arms
against a powerful nation, and called upon her children
o exchange the sweets of peace and tranquility for
hardship, havoc, carnage and slaughter. His courage
and patriotism were too great to suffer him to remain an
idle spectator of the contest. * * * Every selfish
consideration vanished before the shrine of patriotism,
and fnends, and wife, and children, and home,-all, alwere left for the service of his country. Alas!-nor
wife nor children more shall he behold, nor friends, nor
eacred home ' * *fr * T>„f i, • . «,,' But he 18 gone! The friend,
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and husband, and parent, and soldier, and patriot, has
gone forever

;
and while wo mourn his loss, let us endea-

vor to imitate his virtues, and teach our hearts to become
assimilated to his."

The surrender of Gen. llulPs army at Detriot preceded
the capture of the two British vessels at Fort Erie, but a
few days, and it apj)ears that on board of these vessels
were some of those Amercau prisoners, sent down from
Detroit

;
a number of these were retaken. The battle of

Queenston, also occurred about the same time. Tliese
two disastrous events caused great depression in the
minds of the inhabitants on the Niagara frontier which
the brilliant achievment of the capture of two of the en-
emy's war vessels, almost without loss, was calculated in
a measure to disi)el. The following further notice of the
affair and the condition of things hero at the time is cop-
ied froin the Buffalo Gazette of October 20th, 1812 ;

" AVAR EVENTS AT BLACK ROCK.

" On Monday of last week the British came over to

Squaw Island and captured two American boats, one of
which was loaded with cannon balls. On the same day
while a boat was passing down the river from Black Rock
to Schlosser, loaded with flour and whisky, the British

opened their batteries upon the boat and fired upwards
of thirty rounds of grape shot at her while passing from
Squaw Island to the head of Grand Island, most of
which struck the sails or some part of the boat. There
were about thirty men on board the boat, and only one
was wounded. The only thing that saved the men from
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™.»,si,iitediy„rd:ri;;:-:;;r:t::;:-^^^

ei canur^tt^etTlfrilt^^td'tr' t^-passed t„..„„g,. .„„ „^p„ loftof:,?;: ;:.;''7

the sokhers was destroyed; a <jua„tity of skin! a ,nrtot the cargo of the Caledonia were ,„„ h injured llevent caused ™„ch shouting an.oug the Britis Severdsliot passed throuffhSilJs'sstorP A, . v
^^^^^^^

strnck the upper ?oft of t .1 f
^^«"ty-lour pounder

while the cZ ;
°"' ^'°"'^ '^^ ^en. Porter,wniie the treneral and his friends were it ,^h^r.

passed through one of the chin,ne; ^nd 3 i,:'ornamental wort near the eaves. Another haU passed
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through tho roof of tlio house. Sovoml other houses

wore injured. In the course of the (hiy a marine, a blnck

man, was killed by u twenty four pound shot. The cargo

•of the Caledonia which has hcen estimated at the east-

ward at one hundred and fifty thousand doHars, ia not

now rated higher than eiglit or ten thousand dulhirs.

The immense packs of heaver, musk-rats, &c., with

wliich it was said the Calc(h)nia was laden, prove to be

nothing more than deer, bear, and buffalo skins. * *

(/apt. Tliomas Davis, of this village, commanded one of

the boats that captured the Adams and the Caledonia.

* * * On Saturday a Hag came over from Fort

Erie, informing our (4cneral, that they should consider

any attempt to remove the guns which reinained in the

hold of the Adams which was burned last week, near

Squaw Island, as an infringement of the armstice, (con-

cluded at Lewiston,) and would fire upon our troops,

should they come near the hulk. An answer, we under-

stand, was returned saying that considering the property

our own, no attention would be paid to their request.

The flag returned and the moment it landed, they fired

two guns of grape at our troops on bi.ard the hulk which

however did no damage. In the course of the night

Capt. C. Chapin with a party of soldiers and marines

went on board and took out an elegant long twelve

pounder from the ruins of the ship, which together with

an eighteen pounder lately brought up from Schlosser,

are mounted on our batteries. On Sunday evening Liuet.

Watts went on board with a number of men, and broueht

away another long twelve-pounder.

" We are sorry to state that several American oflicera

'have met with severe losses in the destruction of the brig
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Adam, . . Tho property of the A,nerican prisoners
(on board tl.o Adam.) ^.a.s eithor pl,„„l.rocl or destrovod
on board the A.iu,n«

;
it is B.spected u part wan taken

by the Bnt.sh, when thoy took posHesaion of the bn^a
second tiino. * *

"It 18 ascortaine.1 that Major Ormsboo, late Connnan-
dant at Port Eric, together with twenty or thirty British
were ki led on board the brig Ada.ns, after she grounded,
on the day of her capture."

The following ia an extract of Lieut. Elliott's official
report

:

" I^^'Af'K IlooK, October Dth, 1812.
fc>iR:_I have the honor to inform you that on the

morning of the 8th instant, two British vessels which I
was .nfonned were His Britannic Majesty's brig Detroit,
late the United States brig Adams, and the brig Hun-
ter, mounting fourteen guns, but whicii afterwards
proved to be the brig Caledonia, both said to bo well
armed and manned, came down the lake and anchored
under the protection of Fort Erie. * * On the morn-
ing of their arrival, I heard that our seamen were but a
short distance from this place and immediately dispatched
an express to the officers directing them to use all possi-
ble dispatch in getting their men to this place as I had
important service to perform. On their arrival, which
was about 12 o'clock, I discovered that they had only
twenty pistols and neither cutlasses or battle-axes But
on application to Generals Smyth and Hall, of the recru-
lars and the militia, I was supplied with a few arms, and
C^en. Smyth was so good on my request as immediately

*il H

mam Ml
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to detacli fifty men from the regulars arned with mns-
kets. By four o'clork I had my men selected and sta-
tioned in two boats which 1 lind previously prepared for
the service. With these boats, fifty men in each, and
under circumstances very disadvantageous, my men hav-
ing scarcely had time to reftx-oh theinsclves after a fatigu-
ing march of tive hundred miles, I put off from the
mouth of Buffalo Cref^k at one o'clock, the following
morning and at three I was along side the vessels. In
the ripace of about ten minutes, I had the prisoners all
secured, the top-sails sheeted home and the vessels under
way. * * * To my officers and men, 1 feel under
great obligation. To Capt. Towson, and Lieut. Roach,
of the 2d RegimeLt of Artillery, Ensign Prestman of the
Infantry, Cant. Chapin, Mr. John McComb, Messrs.
John Tower, Thomas Davis, Peter Overstocks and James
Sloan, resident gentlemen of Buffalo, lor their soldier
and sailor-like conduct. In a woi-d sir, every man
fought as if with their hearts animated only by the inter-
ests and honor of their country. The prisoners I have
turned over to the military.

" The Detroit mo.'nted si.x six-pounder long guns a
commanding lientena.it of mdrines, Ijoatswain, gunner
and fifty-six men; about thirty American prisoners
on board, muskets, pistols, cutlasses and battle axes.
In boai-ding her, I lost -ne man, one officer wounded.

The Caledonia mounted two small guns,
blunderbusses, pistols, muskets, cutlasses, boarding pikes,'
twelve men, including officers

; ten prisoners on^'board!
The boat boarding her, commanded by Sailing-master
George Watts performed his duty in n asterly style.
But on. man killed and four wounded badlv I am afraid
mortally." * * *
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pleasure and satistkctioti that Col. Solomon Van Rensse-

laer, wlio fought and bled under the intrepid Wayne, has

60 i'ar recovered from the numerous wounds received at

the battle of Queenston, as to be able to commence his

journey for Albany. Jle left this village yesterday

morning, accompanied by J(jhn Lovett, Esq. When the

Colonel left Landon's (Hotel,) a salute was given him

by Chapin's Independent Buffalo Matross, commanded

by Capt. Chapin, Capt. Babcock's Light Dragoons, Ca])t.

Allison's Pennsylvania Volunteers, and a liifie Company

under the command of Lieut. Smith."

The same paper contained the toUowiiig remarlss :

" DKAFTKJ) MILrriA.

" It appears to uo pretty generally admitted that the

detached military volunteer companies who offer their

services to the State, cannot bo ordered out of the Union

;

and some, indeed, pretend to say that they cannot be

marched out of the State where they are enrolled. Now
if the militia cannot be depended on to assist in aiiv

great enterprise out of the Union, why are tlie Pennsyl-

vania militia ordered to tliis placed We should say that

at a point of so much importance as this, no foice should

be employed but such as can be ordered whore their

commanding general nuiy diiect. Events havu proven

that men who boasted and blusteietl the must at the

opening jf the campaign, were the last to put their

heads in harm's way."

It is very evident tliat our military interests U])on the

Niagara frontier suffered for the want of an efficient
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lie tlien makes an apjjeal to their patriotism, and
urges them to " Advance to our aid, I will wait for you
a few days. I cannot give you the day of my de-

parture
; but come on ; come in companies, halfcom-

panies, by pairs or singly. I will organize yon for a

short tour. Ride to this place, if the distance is far, and
send back your horses ; but remember that every man
who accompanies us, places himself under my com-

mand, and shall submit to the salutary restraints of dis-

cipline."

On the 17th of November he issued a proclamation,

addressed " to the soldiers of the Army of the Centre,"

in which he says :

'" The time has come when you are to cross the stream

of the Niagara to conquer Canada—a country that is to

be one of the United States."

He forbids all private plundering, but promises that

" whatever is booty by the usages of war, which shall

be captured, you shall have"
; and offers two hundred

dollars each for all the artillery horses cjiptured from the

enemy, to be "secured to the party who may take them,"
and forty dollars " for the arms and spoils of each sav-

age warrior who shall be killed."

lie closes his bombastic address in these wov i^

:

'• Come on, my heroes
; and when you attack the ene-

my's batteries, let the rallying word be—The Cannon we
lost at Detroit, or Death !

"

This proclamation is dated " Camp near Buffalo."

The following paragraph in the Buffalo Gazette, Dec.

11th, sums up the result of Gen. Smyth's expedition,

which was to capture and annex Canada

:
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"From seven nntil ton or olovon o'clock in tho mora-.ng there ,vas a constant embarkation of troops at tlie

thlfo'r":
',""'

";r
""" "' «''"-I«>»1,) and befor

andZ onl '™, ™ """ """"^ ''''*y ''°-'"« '""''^d

epuits
,
no opposing force appeared on the shore A

mande, Tl e flag ret.fraed. The troops in the boatswere ordered to debark, and the volnnteL who were inrcadmess for en.barkation, were ordered back o I e^^.espeofve enca,np„,e„ts. Since which period ev rl
ove,ne,..s have taken phaee, bnt as we aieinposs ssiTnof no oftcal staten.ents, we can at present gite no fi,r-

s I,rt°""'
'""""' """' '"^"''f'"'' -™ -tisfaet";

Statement may apjjear." ^

A card appeared in the Buffalo Gazette of December
8h,s,g„edbyGen. Peter B. Porter, of which the fol-lowing 13 a coijy

:

"To TUB EDiroE OF THE Buffalo Gazette:
"Sm- A friend has just handed me a proof-sheet ofyour paper of this morning, i„ which is contained w,atpurports to be Gen. S,n,thV omdal account of the hNovember, and 1st December. I beg that yon will snspend the publication so long as to assure tli ^^IZ

...yourncxtlwill give a true account of some „f ,h

'

most prominent transactions of those days. When ourhves our property; when the ,u-ecio„s and dear bu!g^t of our ancestors, the sacred honor of „„r eonntiw •

when everything that wc prize as ., o. ought to id'
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dear as patriots, are falling and fading before us, it is

time to speak out what ever be the hazard.

'• In ascribing as I shall not hesitate to do, the late

disgrace on this frontier to the cowardice of Gen Smyth,

I beg to be understood as not intending to implicate the

characters of the oflScers whose opinions he has brought

forward to bolster up his conduct. Several of them I

know to be as brave men as ever wielded a sword ; and

their advice, if indeed they gave the advice imputed to

them, may be accounted for in the obvious consideration

with which every one who saw him, must have been im-

pressed, that any military attempt under such a leader

must in all human probability prove disgraceful."

The publication of the card of Gen. Porter was fol-

lowed almost immediately by a challenge from Gen.

Smyth, and a meeting upon the head of Grand Island,

in the Niagara River, was arranged by their respective

friends; Gen. Winder, of the army in behalf of Gen.

Smyth, and Lieut. Angus, of the Navy for Gen. Porter.

They uiet and after the exchange of one ineffectual shot,

through tlie interference of their seconds, an amicable

arrangement was made and further hostilities prevented.

The following is a notice of the affair copied from the

Buffalo Gazette of December 15th, 1S12 :

" We are happy to have it in our power to give the

official account of the recent affair on Grand Island. It

will tend to counteract the numerous falsehoods which

are in circulation respecting the meeting. Tiie chal-

lenge, we understand, was given by Gen. Smyth."

"A meeting took ])lace between Gen. Smyth and Gen.
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Porter, yesterday afternoon, on Grand Island in pursu-
ance of previous arrangements. Tl.ey met at Dayton's
Tavern and crossed the river with their friends and sur-
geons. Both gentlemen behaved with the utmost coolness
and unconcern

; a shot was exchanged in as intrepid and
firm a manner as possible by each gentleman, but with-
out effect. It was then represented by Gen. Smyth's
second, that Gen. Porter must now be convinced that the
charge of cowardice against Gen. Smyth was unfounded
and should in honor be retracted, which after mutual ex-
planations as to the matters which had given rise to the
charge, was accordingly done by him. Gen Smyth then
cxplamed that his remarks on Gen. Porter were the re-
sult of irritation and were intended as provocation from
havmg been assailed by Gen. Porter, and that he knew
nothing derogatory to Gen. Porter's character as a gen-
tleman and officer. The hand of reconciliation was ex-
tended and received. We congratulate the friends of
these gentlemen upon the fortunate termination of a dif-
ference arising trom too much precipitation, but which has
been adjusted in a manner so honorable to both.

«W. 11. WINDER,

u-n. . ^ "SAM'L ANGUS,
iilack Eock, December IL'th, 1812."

Oi course the public mind was greatly agitated and
excited by the events connected with "Smyth's Expedi-
tion," the result of which was so different from what his
bombastic addresses and proclamations had given the
people reason to expect. Gen. Porter was a member of
Congress. He had returned liome and entered into the
war a volunteer with great spirit. Although he had ad-

I :l

I K

i':f

i
1

«



202 IIISTOKY OF HUFFALO.

vocatetl a declaration of war, in Congress, yet lie advised

a prudent delay, in order to <;ivo time for preparation, as

he well knew the defenceless condition of the country,

especially upon the Niagara I'rontier, where his own

home was situated.

Gen. Smyth was a Virginian, lie had recently heen

promoted to the office of Brigadier, and had been ordered

on to the Niagara frontier with some fifteen hundred reg-

ular troops and instructed to report to Gen. Van liensse-

hier, who was then in con\mand. But instead of

marching to sustain Gen. Van Rensselaer, at the battle

of Queenston, he lay encamped at " Flint Hill," a little

east of the Four-mile or Granger's Creek, near Buifalo,

where he remained i)assivo, until after the defeat of our

army at Queenston, when Gen. Van Ivcnsselaer withdrew

and left Gen. Smyth in command on the Niagara frontier.

lie signalized the event by issuing the celebrated address

already given, in which he casts unnecessary reflections

and imputations upon those who had preceded him in

command, arrogating to himself superior sagacity, skill

and experience, and when the performance fell so far be-

low the promise, it is not surprising that all the oiHcers

and soldiers under him should have become perfectly

disgusted, and demoralized. There were unquestionably

many palliating circumstances in the case, but they seem

to be in general such as ought to have been foreseen, and

acted upon before the disaster, and not pleaded in exten-

uation afterwards. An epidemic prevailed upon the

frontier at this time which made frightful havoc, not

only in the army, but among the inhabitants. The sea-

son, too, was far advanced, and the inclemency of the

weather, and consequent exposure of the troops, added
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greatly to the prevailing mortality, and also made the
crossing of the river much more dilHcult. Notwith-
standing all these obstacles, had Gen. Smyth landed his
whole army on the opposite shore at the first attempt,
the expedition would undoubtedly have been successful
but, ia.hng m this, the volunteers lost confidence, and
numbers of them became disheartened and withdrew
greatly weakening the force which had been assembled
under Gen. Smyth's pretentions proclamations. Under
all these discouraging circumstances, it is not surprising,
that, on consultation with his ofiicers. Gen. Smyth foundmany of them doubtful of the propriety of any further
attempts under the then existing circumstances.

Gen. Sn^yth became the object of general ridicule,
il.s grandiloquent proclamations were done into poetry
and published in the BulFalo Gazette, and that paper
contained several articles and communications, animad-
^;erting, m the strongest terms of reproach, upon the
character and conduct of Gen. Smyth. Dr. Chapin
came out, over his own signature, in an article pub-
lished m the Gazette, several columns in length of
great severity. Our limits do not allow its re-publica"
tion

;
a single paragraph will serve to show its character

and spirit

:

" The disgraceful attempt by Gen. Smyth to invade
Canada has everywhere excited astonishment; and
though much has been said and written respectin^v it'
yet no statement has been laid before the public calcu-
iated to make the impression which the public mind
ought to feel. The official dispatch of Gen. S. is in
inany mstanc3S erroneous; and, so far from beinc. a
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dignified Btiiteinent of facts, ia but a pitiful attempt at

porsotml ivbuso, coiitiiining little more than the sug-

gestions of humbled arrogance and pride. From Gen.

Porter a statement was expected that would enable tlio

l)ublic to form an opinion of the shamefid transaction of

the 2Stli Nov. and the 1st inst. ; but the affair of Grand

Island has induced Gen. P. to deviate from his criminal

intention, aiul he has merely given a detail of tacts so

far as they came within his knowledge, without once re-

ferring to the causes of the extraordinary conduct of

Gen. Smyth. The public have, therefore, a right to ex-

I)cct a statement of somewhat different features from

those of one whose pen has been shackled by an 'affair

of honor.'' Under this impression, the writer of the lul-

lowing article feels that he need not further apt»logi/.e to

his fellow citizens for thus intruding upon their at-

tention.'' * •X-

Under date of Nov. 24th, the following article ap-

peared in the Buffalo (iazette, showing the hopeful state

of afi'airs at that time :

"The most active and iiulefiitiu'ablo exertions are

makini' to forward the enterprise on foot. Volunteers

from different i)arts are coming in daily to join the

American army. The town of Batavia has been patriot-

ic; a subscri])tion of seven hundred dollars, we under-

stand, has been made fur the purpose of paying volun-

teers an extra price for coming forward and joining the

army.

Capt. Stevens' "Greys," from Willink, and Capt-

Bemus' "Greys," from Hamburgh, have arrived in this
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village. Ocn. P. Ij. Torter, we learn, k to take com-
mand of the vuluntcoM. Doctor C. Clmpin la appointed
Major; Sanmol Pratt, Esq., Adjutant, and J. E. Cliaplin,
Qnartermastor. The names of otlior officers are not in our
possession. Brigadier Gon. Smjtli has now tiio com-
mand on the lines."

On the 8tli of December, after the failure of Gen.
Smyth's expedition, the Gazette says :

"The militia roluntecrs who came forward under the
invitation of Gen. Smyth, have all returned home, curs-
ing their stars because they have not " seen " or "

felt
"

a battle. The Pennsylvania volunteers, consisting of
nearly seventeen hundred men, have nearly all gone
homo for winter (luarters. These troops were mucirdis-
satisfied. Since their arrival hero they have been ex-
posed in tents

;
we understand that last week they were

ordered to build huts which they would not comply with.
The United States twelve raontli's volunteers are to be
stationed in this village with the exception of Swift's
regiment. Several families in this village have relin-

(luished their houses for the comfort of the troops. The
articles of forage and provisions are now very dear and
scarce.''"))«

in

On the 29th December, the following notice appears
the Buffalo Gazette :

r

" Messrs. Saosi5ury— I was desired yesterday evening
to request you to insert in your paper an invitation to
t^he^d people of the County of Niagara, to meet on

*Seo Appendix No. (i.
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Friday, next, nt tlio liouso of li. Cook, in tliis village at

10 o'clock, A. M., to coiiHult ou iiituisurcs of i»ul»lic safety,

and if poswiblo coiicort Bonio means to avert the impend-

ing dangers wliicli aro bo visibly threatning onr onco

peaceable and luippy dwelllngfl.

" Yours, &c
,

"RICHARD SMITH.

"Buffalo, December 25tli, 1812."

Tiio close of the year 1812 left tlio military situation

of ail'airs ou the Niagara frontier, particularly atUiiflUlo,

in a very unpromising condition, and the few inhabitants

remaining began to feel on if they were left with very

little dependence except upon themselves. Early in

January, 1813, the following appeared in the Buffalo

Gazette

:

" Arrangmentsaro in great forwardness, wo understand,

for completely guarding the lake coast, since the lake

has closed. During the last A^^eek several families have

removed out of the countrv ; we think their fears aro

groundless. "VVe have no doubt but we shall bo effectually

guarded ; however, it would not bo inconsistent with

principles of self preservation that every citi/en have

his arms in good order, with a supply of amunition."

Active measures had already been taken to organi/c a

fleet of armed vessels on Lake Erie, and several had

been purchased by the Government and during the win-

ter several vessels had been in process of repair and con-

struction at Erie. Hitherto very few American vessels

of any size had been built on Lake Erie, while the Brit-
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isli lind both war and nierclmiit vossels in coiisMomblo
nuinhcrs. In Marcli, I8iy, the fblh)\vin- notice nppeurtd
in tlio Liiirulo Guzetto:

"Last week, Capt. O. II. Peny, of the United States
JNavy, lately conunan<ling nt Newj.ort, Khodo Jsland,
arrived in this vilhi-e, on his way to Eric, Tenn., to su-
perintend the completing and fittin^r ont u naval force at
that phici. The Captain, we understand, will eoinniand
the naval force on Lake Erie, the ensuing summer."

Tiio mortilication of the country at the results of the
first season of the war on the Niagara IVontier, led to
more strenuous cjforts on the part of the Government to
enter upon the campai-n of 1813, under better auspices.
Major Gen. Lewis and IJri-adier Gen. Boyd were sent to
the Nia-ara frontier, early in the spring. Their arrival at
JBuflalo 18 announced in the Gazette, April 20th, 1813:

" On Saturday last, arrived in this village, Major Gen.
Lewis, aecomi)anied by Brigadier Gen. Boyd' ; Capt
Gibson is one of Gen. Lewis's Aids. On th. Ir arrival,
tiiey were very handsomely saluted by the troo])8 sta-
tioned in this villagc-the flying artillery, under Capt.
Leonard, the infantry under Col. Milton."

A force had been assembled at Sackett's Harbor under
Gen. Dearborn, and embarked on the fleet of Commo-
dore Chauncey, early this spring, crossed over to Little
lork, (now Toronto,) and cai)tured that place; after
which the fleet returned and in ]\Lay assisted at the cap-
ture of Fort George, opposite Fort Niagara. In this
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^ftail• Gen. Lewis had the immediate command, although

Geo. Dearborn was on board the fleet disabled by sick-

ness. Gen. Porter went as volunteer Aid to Gen. Lewis,

and it is said in the published account tliat Doctor Cha-

piii led the van-guard. Tlie British army retreated be-

fore our victorious forces, after the blowing up of their

magazines and destroying all the public pro])erty, and

were pursued ton-ards the head of Lake Ontario. The

following is from the Buffalo Gazette, of the same date:

"About four o'clock in the afternoon of the same day,

(of tlie capture of Fort Gporge,) an express arrived at

Fort Eric from the British commander below. It is un-

derstood the express brought orders foralltlio regulars to

march immediately to join Gen. Vincent, on his retreat,

and also for Major Warren, (of the militia) to open a fi)-e

upon Black Kock, and continue the same until next

morning and then burst his guns, blow^ up the magazines,

and dismiss his men. He executed his orders. The bat-

teries below the fort immediately opened a fire upon

Black Rock, which was returned and continued at iuter-

vals during the night. Early in the morning the destruc-

tion of their military stores commenced ; all their mag-

azines, all their barracks, public stores and store-huuses

from Chipi)cwa to Point Abino have been blown up or

burned. Not a pei'son was injured at Black Pock,

durino- the whole cannonade. The barracks received a

few shot. Li the evening of the following day Lieut. Col.

J. P. Preston, commandant at Black Pock crossed over

with his regiment and entered Fort Erie. From the hu-

mane and saUitary measures adopted by Col. Preston,

on his entrance into the enemy's territory, in dlscrimina-
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ting between friends and enemies, and securing those
well disposed in their persons and property, we antici-

pate that he will be very favorably received by the in-

habitants of Canada."

The capture by the British of Gens. Winder and
Chandler, at Stoney Creek, and other disasters, com-
pelled oiu- army to fall back upon Fort George, and ulti-

mately to abandon that place. When Gen. McClure,
then in command of the American forces, decided to
abandon Fort George, he ordered the village of Newark
(formerly Butlersbury) to be burned. This was con-
sidered at the time to be a most wanton and unjustiiiable
act, and, as the result proved, was made the pretext for
the burning of Buffiilo. Under date of December 14th,
1813, the Buffalo Gazette thus speaks of the trans-
action :

" Fort George was evacuated and Newark burned on
Friday last. Gen. McClure evacuated Fort George,
blew up the magazine, and burnt the fort. The vilL-Tge

of Newark was ordered to be burnt, and in the evening
it was fired, pad, we understand, every house was
consumed. We have no particulars of the above dis-

tressing intelligence, but have our information from gen-
tlemen who witnessed the awitd conflagration. Newark
was formerly a fine, flourishiug village, and commanded
the most beautiful jn-ospect on any of our western
waters. Before the war it contained above one hundred
and fifty houses."

Early in July, symj^toms of greater activity began to li;

i i

Id' i

'idti I'll
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be exhibited by the enemy all along the Niagara River.

They crossed in the niglit and captured a guard of

twenty or thirty men at Schlosser, carrying oft' some

public and private property, and soon after appeared in

considerable force opposite Black Eock. Our forces

having been sent to aid the invading army at Fort

George, Buffalo was left in an exposed condition, A
volunteer cor])s, under Capt. Joseph Bull, was enrolled

for the defence of the place, and a battery was erected

on the point of the terrace fronting the lake, mounting

one long twelve, and one six pounder. Every man

capable of bearing arms was enrolled and regularly

drilled every day, under Capt. Bull—Col. Chapin and

many others being absent with tlie army in Canada. Col.

Brady arrived very opportunely, with two hundred and

fifty regulars and fifty horse, from Pennsylvania.

On Sunday morning, July 11th, just before daylight,

the British, under Cols. Bishop and Warren, crossed

the river a little below Squaw Island and landed a force

of about two hundred and fifty regulars, and marclied

up to what was called the Navy Yard, near the head of

the Island, before they were discovered. The few militia

stationed at Black Eock, being surprised, retreated and

left the enemy in undisturbed possession of tjje village.

The alarm was immediately given, and all the force,

regular and irregular, that could bo mustered, marched

down to Black Eock, met the enemy, and after a sharp

engagement of about fifteen minutes, rej^ulsed him,

driving the enemy into their boats, and inflicting upon

them severe punishment.*

* For a full account of this tran.saction, copied from the Biirtalo

Gazette, h'Q Apiicndix No. 7.
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Althougli afiaii-8 on tiie Niagara frontier bore a dis-
couraging aspect in tlie fall of 1813, yet the news of the
victory of Com. Perry on Lake Erie was no where re-
ceived with greater enthusiasm than by the citizens of
Bufialo, and the event was celebrated in a suitable man-
ner, as appears by the following record in the Buffalo
Gazette of Sept. 28tli :

" On Wednesday, at ten o'clock, Major Chapin fired
a salute at the battery, in honor of the victory. In the
evening the village was brilliantly illuminated. A
largo procession formed and marched through the streets
preceded by music."

'

Upon the arrival of Com. Perry and Gen. Harrison, in
October, they were suitably honored by a public dinner.
The following is a notice of the event, copied from the
Gazette of Oct. 26th, 1813 :

" Yesterday the citizens of Buffiilo, in conformity to
some previous arrangements, gave a public dinner to
Com. Perry and the naval officers in port, and Gen.
Harrison and the officers of the army at this place. In
our next, we shall give the outline of the proceedings."

At the meeting. Col. Chapin was chairman, and H.
B. Potter secretary. At the dinner, Gen. P. B. Porter
presided, assisted by Col. Chapin, Judge Townsend
and Dr. J. Trowbridge, as Vice-Presidents.

It was well understood that ])reparations were making
on the opposite side of the river to invade our territory, but
as these preparations were carried on principally at Fort
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Erie it was very uncertain at what point the attack would

be made, and when on the night of the 29th of December,

a report was given that the British had landed down the

river, below Squaw Island, it was suspected to be only

a femt to draw off the force at Buffalo, where it was an-

ticipated the principal attack would be made, conse-

quently reinforcements from Buffalo were not immedi-

ately sent in any numbers or strength.

As the enemy had landed under cover of an extremely

dark night, his force could not be ascertained. The

mounted parole or picket in that direction was soon dis-

persed, or driven in, and the enemy slowly and cau-

tiously, under cover of the darkness, advanced up the

river. The company of Buffalo volunteers under Capt.

Pull were ordered forward to reconoiter ; when it had

advanced nearly to Conjockety Creek, a volley from

about fifty muskets, drawn up in line, directly in front,

gave the first warning of the whereabouts of the enemy.

The company was thrown into utter confusion, and in

spite of all that the officers could do by threats and per-

suasion, most of them took to their heels. The darkness

of tiie night, the close proximity of the enemy and the

profound silence which reigned around was too much for

raw recruits. Not a word was heard before or after the

first fire which ran in a feu-de-joie from right to left of

the enemy's line. All was uncertainty until the daylight

revealed a large force embarking in boats higlior up the

river, and the whole American force was directed against

this new invading party. As soon as this movement

was observed by the force of the enemy that had landed

down the river, it began to move up, and was not ob-

served until it commenced an attack upon our forces in
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rear. This attack from an unexpected quarter caused
our lorces, mostly volunteers and militia to give way and
It became impossible to rally them.* After this the
enemy had an almost unobstructed march to Buffilo
takmg the direct road, now Niagara street, throwing out
their Indians as skirmishers upon each flank under cover
of the woods.

The adult male population of the village had .rone
down to Black Kock, early in the morning, leavin'the
women and children, under a strong belief that the en-
emy would be repulsed as he had been upon a former
occasion, and when the alarm was given that the Brit-
ish and Indians were advancing in full force to Buffalo
a universal panic seized every breast, and self preserva-
tion, the first law of our nature, became the rulino- mo-
tive of action. It is true there were many examples of
selt abuegation and sacrifice for the benefit of others •

one well authenticated instance deserves to be recorded*
On the morning of the flight of the inhabitants from their
burning dwellings, a farmer from one of the south towns
on his way to Buftalo with a load of cheese for market'
met the retreating mass of women and children on the
beach of the lake, a short distance out of town. He im-
mediately threw his cheese out upon the ground, aban-
doned It, and loaded his wagon with the most helpless of
the women and children, and helped them on in their
flight. Horsemen took up females behind them, and in
some instances, children before them, and thus aided
them in their escape. Families were thus separated and
in some instances, did not re-unite for weeks. So sudden

* For official account, and other particulars, sec A^rcndix No. 8.

m

I

"\ ii
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was tho surpriso, and so destitute were those who were

left in the village of the means of escape, that very few

saved anything except what they had upon their persons.

A few families had taken the precaution to remove a day

or two previous to the attack, but the great mass of the

families remained. Some few took the old road to Bata-

via ; some, took the Cayuga Creek road, as it was called
;

some fled to the Indian village, but the greater number

took the road across the Ferry, to the lake, and up the

road on the beach, this being considered the safest route.

A fow men who were in the battle at Black Rock, in the

morning, were able to reach the village, in advance of the

enemy. Among these was Doctor Chapin, and when he

arrived near the junction of Niagara with Main street,

he found a small squad of men and boys, with a cannon

procured from a vessel that had been beached near tho

mouth of the creek, mounted on a pair of cart or wagon

wheels. He joined them, and a few shots were fired at

the advancing foe, doing considerable execution ; but the

gun becoming disabled, Doctor Chapin, with a white

handkerchief on his cane, advanced to meet the enemy

to obtaui terms of capitulation, but his efforts only served

to retard the advance a little, which gave more time for

the people to escape. Tho torch was soon applied, in re-

taliation it was said for the burning of Newark, and on

the next day every building in Buffalo, with two excep-

tions,* was burned to the ground,

It would seem that tho Buffalo Gazette oflice had been

removed some days before the burning, as the last paper

on file before that event was published the 14th of De-

cember. The next paper on file is dated the 18th of Jan-

uary, iSl-i, at " Harris' Tavern, near AVilliamsville."

•Mrc. St. John's dwelling and Iloose's blacksmith shop.
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NARRATIVE OF COL. THOMAS PROCTOR.

T,, .
[Conclude.,! from Volmno Ono 1

"0 -«oa „y British co.u.el. Those Jr^^n 1^1^
""'' ""'^^ ""*

my mina at this time iravo mo fn f 'f
''*'°"'' "'"^^' ^^•<>''o pre.«sod on

for assistance, tha I h ul X ;'"' "'' ' ^^""""^ "°^ '"-' <''« --hed

mit Of ditiieult,, which I sa. an^^od ,:Zm;
'"" """"-

- Who ,.,t it, a M. c: :i: ,^ ::r;r TT'r "^ ^•"••'-

named .ontleman I staid til, the M^ "
Lll^f f "

' ' "" '"'

-., polite invitation. Which at len^t^I t Z^' "''
T'^'"""much indisposed throi.o-h f,t!„n , T .

'^'^''^I'*''^' "'• '"'"'g lame and

..obcn,, B,o co„„cU „,,,;?, ""'"'' '"" """-' """"" «' ""

CI. i=».u.,., ..c, ua ... f„. r™, M : n:
:,*""'';'•' "

'

'I'"circumstances in thr.ir ....:,. •? ^ '" • ^^™o''g other
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was on the verge of the ocean ; that it would take them twelve months
to reach the i)lace of treaty ; })ut those falsaties were soon explained to

my friends, and through which I i)lainly showed them, ))y my dninghtH,

that the distance rora thence to Fort AVashington, did not exceed six hun-
dred miles, and that half that distance we should go ))y the watera of
Lake Erie, and that, when I was satisfied of their going with me, I

would charter one of the trading vessels on the lake for that purpose.

May 3. Finding, upon inquiry, that there was no general council to bo
held this day, waiting the coming of Col. Butler, I sent the interpreter

to invite the chiefs to my cabin, as I had some matters to communicate
to them, previous to their going to general council. They soon attonde«l

mo and I opened my map before them, and showed from our situation at

Buffalo, the trace we should make into the Miami Nation ; from thence
to Fort Washington on the Ohio ; the lirst by a transport on Lake Erie,

to the Miami, which, with anything of a fair wind, could be completed in

less than two days and two nights. From the mouth of the Miami to the
Missasagoe Nation, situate on the same, and from thence to the Miami
and AVabash tribes, at such place where they might generally be assem-
bled

;
plainly demonstrating to their satisfaction, that the whole tour

could be performed in a short time ; and, therefore, enjoined them, under
the friendship which they professed to bear to the thirteen fires, that they

would, in their next council, promote and further my business, that I

came to receive their assistance to perform
; so that I might go on my

journey without further hesitation,, as my orders were not to remain at

any council longer than two or three days, if I could possibly do other-

wise, so that it might be reasonably expected that my stay here could not

be much longer, this being the seventh day since my arrival. I hoped
therefore, they wotdd be silent with me longer, as I plainly saw that they

were not to exercise their own opinions, but the opinion of the Briiish

agent. These remarks I made, with intention that they should feel the

force of my observations
;
upon Avhich Red Jacket desired that 1 should

hear him speak, as I had been speaking along time. ' Tell him(said he
to the Interpreter. ) that some of his language is soft, but that other parts

of it are too strong ; for the danger that is before us is great, and our en-

emies are drunk ; and they will not hear what we say, like a man tlnU is

sober, and we consider that whatever number of the Six Nations accom-

pany him, will be in the same danger with himself, and it is likely that

we shall not live long, when the liad Indians shall see us. Therefore as

it is a business of such weight to us, we must take counsel, in order to

save ourselves and him, from falling by their hands. Moreover, the In-
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dmns are not like wl.ite men. for they must tl.ink a groat while IT.must t erofore attend our council, and look, and hear, tm e 'spelonl„s„„.„e.s.s, and to.„orrow our head men will meet toge 'a.dtry what can he done ' While we were in conversation togc^h r a^

.
ner came to the Young King, acquainting him that Col. B er Xhseveral ofTicers from Niagara, had arrived at the store ho!sn La oEne Where, Co,. Butler .aid that the sachems and head men of the na!tion should meet him in the morning, but did not advise that llLuld at

might know that Col. Butler had called them together TheL. T
of their moving the council Are from homMo I ake Fri ,

''

attempted befor,

together without my being present, was intended to answer some prU^purpose; perhaps to damp the ardor of such friends as Xhthrve
wnich 1 had laid before them in their councils. Since the dusk of theevening Capt. 0-Beel has called a meeting of the chiefs at th cab,Cayassu ta, as I understood it, to advise them not to do anything To injui. mo m the business I had to do with them. In the cour thL davCapt. Halt-Town and Big-Tree, and several of the head men and Tlfrom O'Beers Town and Cattaraugu.s, about sixty irnumbe anTc 7Snake, with about forty of the Delawares arrived' attended i^l'^o;their women, youth, &c. By invitation, I dined this day (in coZnnvwith Cap. Iloudin.) with the principal chief of the Onond gaTZnamed Big-Sky. His castle lay about three miles east of Bullb ne

'

which were about twenty-eight good cabins, and the inhabitants^pe^ o,>n general to be decent and well clothed, particularly their women someo wh,ch were dressed so richly with silken stroud, L. and orTamentedwith so many,Sliver trappings, that one .suit must be of the value of atleast thirty pounds, some of the latter attended the feast, wh c pilipaUyc.ns.ted c. young pigeons, „ boiled, some Jt^aMImode of d,.ning them up was, that a hank of six were tied with a deer'ssinew round their necks, their bills poin.ing outward ,• they w pLe ed.u pin-feathers there were plenty remained
; the iLide was a "o,

'

mt It appeared from the soup made of them, that water had no chTdem before. The repast being the best I had .seen for a long time la eo It very heartily, and the entertainment was given with the appe raneeof much hospitality. Returned about sunset to Buffiilo
May 4. The whole of the head men and warrioi^ repaired to the placeyesterday appointed by Col. Butler to open that couLl they intended

i.



308 IIISTOliY OF BUFFALO.

holding at tho Rritish gaiTiwm of Niiigani. I iircssed my IViond O'lJnol

to go funvardwLth tlicni, by ail inuans, lout tlie United States .should not

be ropresented. About eleven o'clock, an Indian runner delivered mo a

letter from Col. Untler, through whicl. Capt. Iloudin and my. 11' received

a polite invitation to dine with him and his otlicers, viz : Ca[it. IJnrrows,

Com'tof Fort Erie, Col. Street, Capt. Juhn.son, Capt. Powell, and Capt.

Butler Shano ; most of which gentlemen appeared to speak the Indian

language fluently, and all ajjjjeared to be busily engaged with tJie jiartics,

holding converse witli them
; the tenor of which was, a.s I since undor-

Btood it, that they must be cautious what they should undertake to do, in

such matters as I had laid befim; them ; and b(.'Ibre they miglit determine,

they must repair to Niagara, and receive the instructions of Col. Gordon
;

Col. Bui ler speaking to them, in my hearing, to the sumo effect, al.so

mentioning that, as Col. Brant of Grand River, and Mr. McGee, agent for

Indian aflairs for Detroit, were now preiiaring to go among the Indians at

war with the Americans, to know what tluur intentions were, whether for

war or for peace ; advising them by all means to wait the information

that would be received from them, and, should it not come as early as

might.be expected, they should not go without it, as thereby they would

draw war upon their ow« nations, for they were very angry with them

already, and would bo more so on (inding an Amei-ican among them, and

that notwithstanding hi?, going among them was to estal)lish i)eace, they

would kill them all. without waiting to hear what errand he had come

upon. This, and the like conversation from Col. Butler, besides what

was doing by his officers of the Indian department then present, lasted

till late dinner time, and previous to tlK.'ir going away to their Castle (vil-

lage,) at Buffalo. Th(! Young King and Red Jacket remarked to Col.

Butler, that the speech intended for the Miami and Wal)ash Indians, con-

tained threatening sentences, which would l)e more likely to irritate them,

than soften them into c, compliance. Ujion this information being given,

I undertook to show them to Col. Butler and others present, that on tho

same being read puljlicly, thcsy acknowledged that they had not under-

stood it .so well before, and appeared satisfied that a mistake rested with

them. A con.siderablo conversation took place with Col. Butler and my-
self, in presence of the Young King and other chiefs, entirely on the sul)-

ject of a peace, and of my intended progress through the Miami coinitiy,

which wore severally interpreted to them, the tenor of the Colonel's ad-

vice being to leave the whole of the treaty, and adjustment of the same,

to tho chiefs of Buffalo, Col. Brant and McGee, whom he should engage

for, to accommodate the disimtcs between the Indians at war and tho
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United Sta OS, and o„ no account to attempt the undertaking myself, ash waswe.,a.a..e.hatu.ust

,.e the con.o,ueneo. Col. little 'llavi"

tying, that It r possessed weaknes.s enough to sulmnt t<. a negotiation on

L tZ: rir^"^""''
'-"' ^ ^-- -'"^^ -^ '•- -.-..ned .-2

M t t :! h" ;
" '"^^'•"--^f"J-*>-'^ -^JoCH in their bo-

.1"
,

that, on thecon.plef,on of thin husiuess due honor w<,uld rest with
thenogot.ators,and, l.y such a passive procedure in me. 1 should jyen a, on myself lasting disrepute. That for those reasons the ch e fno &.X Natu-ns nu,st he decisive in their answers to me, within a few
^. be,ug con.pel,ed. .,- n>y duty, to seek assistance ,, oiher

"
edic^ZWhich arc in my power, perceiving in some of their chiefs an ind tlc-rr.^ofconduct in matters which I held to .. of tho utmost importance.

These expressions having l,cen interpreted to them, they severally re-
tired t„te.r villages, and I received the invitation of Itinuing thenight with these gentlemen, and complying with the same, I recei.^ thoutmost mi hty and agreeable conversation, till one o'clock in the morning.Mayo. 1 his morning Col. liutler and his suite took boat from hence.
which was rowed by six British soldiers, across the lake, for Fort Erie •

and previous to their departure, as before mentioned, I saw that each and'every public paper received by Cornplanter at Philadelphia, together with

LTof n
:;''™''''''^''^ ^'-^ ^^^"''""' -^ safely put under thecare of Col. Buder, and by him to bo presented to the commanding officer

at Niagara, as concluded upon by the council of the Six Nations, so thathe counsel of Col. Gordon might be obtained by them. In tho afternoon
1 wrote a letter to obtain pennission from the commanding officer of Ni-
agara to freight one of tho schooners upon the lake to conduct mo, andsuch Indians as were willing to go with me, to Sandusky, in order that nome might be lost when I should gain their concurrence, and Ibrw.rded
the same by an Indian, being unwilling to troubleeither of the officers with
Its carnage to Col. Gordon.

May G. Red Jacket and Capt. O'Beel came to .see me. when the former
accpiauited me with the reason why no council would be held to-,lay to-
wit, that It was their pigeon time, in which tho Great Spirit had bkised
them with an abundance. * * This is a matter worthy of observation,
that at some convenient distance from every one of the Indian settlements,
the pigeons hatcli their young in this season of the year, and the trees
which they commonly light on are low and of the bushv kin.l, and they
are fV.und in such givat abundance, that exceeding a humlr,-d nests, a pair
01 pigeons in each, aiv common to be found in a single tree

; so that I

U.

:,>n.- .-.,A-«(
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SiaTO Pocn in oiio hous(! bcloiifriiig to ono I'umily, .'<^>^oral largo baskets full

of dead S(jual)s
; thi'sc; tlioy coininouly (ako when just ])n'|)air(l to leave

tho nest, and as t'at as is jjossilile for tliom to lie uiade ; when after they

are plucked and cleaned a little, they are j>reserved l)y smoke, and laid

by for use.

May 7. Capt. O'Beel called the chiefs together on bussiuess concerning

themselves, to take into consideration when land should bo settled for tho

accorninodation of certuin tril)es and families, who had put, Ihe'.,selve8

under the protection of the Six Nations, lieiu; . "'m to leave their

former situations, dreading tiie rage of tlie SluKv ' . Miami Imlians.

To Cai)t. Smoke and the Delawares under hi« im . ..ate care, tl"' place

appointed was the village of Cattaraugus ; to the families of Connon-

doghta, a chi(!f of theMessasagoes, and to the Ocur Oil chief and his

family, who fled from their settlement at Conyatt. all (jf the same nation,

had their i)huiting grounds assigned to them near the village of IJuifulo.

May 8. A great dunce was }icrformed here this day, and worship l)y the

Six Nations jjresent
;
Imt in the fore jiart of fhe day they held council

and I was present. For particulars see the speech of Fish Carrier, a chief

of the Cayugas, ami is the right hand man of liuller and Brant.

May 9. Tho council lu'ing convened. [ replied to the siieech of Fish

Carrier, delivered yesterday, in which I gave them to understand (hat I

thought it was useless for me to stay any longer with them at Butl'alo, see-

ing that those who were in the interest of tho British, deterred others

from serving in the cause of«tho United States. * * Previous

to my leaving the coimcil, Red Jacket and Young King desired that I

would wait their future deliberations, and from a few words which were

afterward spoken to me by Red Jacket in council, gave mo the first rea-

son to expect their assistance.

May 10. Worship was jiorformed this day as usual.

May 11. The great dance that succeeded was attended with a very

drunken entertaiment, from the Young King to tho meanest sulijcct,

Cornplanter and some of the elder of tho women excepted, but not the

least insolence was offered me, or any of my i)eople.

May 12. There was a general alarm took place in all thevil!a-cs in this

quarter, the cause of it I judged to ])roceed from the enemies of I !ie I'nited

States. * * Capt. O'Beel, on this feigned alarm, sent out early

in the morning of the 13th, a number of liis Indians to discover if there

were any ajtpearance of an enemy's track ; Imt they returned in the af-

ternoon and reported that there had been no Indians where it bad been

said they were seen in numbers. * *



APPENDIX. 311

MiiyU, Private council this day with Indians as usual, in which they
strongly debated tho i)rlnciido.s under consideration between me and Col
Butler. * *

May 13. Early this morning the elders of the Indian women resorted to
my hut. (Present a number of chiefs. ) Having heard tho general con-
versation that took place between ni.^ and the Young King the evening
before, addressed inc! in the following nuinner :

''Brother—The Lord has spared us until a new day to talic together.
Moreover your sisters, tlie women, have taken the same into great consid-
eration, because llmtyou and our sachems have said so iniicli uiK)n it.

Now that is the reason why we have come to say something to you, and
to tell you, that (he (Ireat Spirit hath ].reserved you, and you ought to
hear and listen to wliat women shall speak, as well as to the sacJH'ms

;

for wo are the owneis of this iaud-and it is ours
; for it is we tluit plant

it, for our and their use. Hear us, therefore, for we speak of things that
concern us and oui' children, and you must not thiidv hard of us, wliilo
our uwn shall say more to you ; for wo have told them."
The above speech being ended. 1 acceded to a request they made, that

I would attend their sachems in council this day, and hear what i.ould
bo said by the women's speaker, the Yoinig Prince of the Turtle tri))c,

(Red Jacket.) Soon after their departure, tho alarm gun was tired,'

which was to summon their head men into council. They were soon as^
.sembled from their adjacent villages, and sent scnne of their sachems to
usher me and my coHeague into their assemlily. Being arrived, tho first

matter unusual that presented itself, wore the elders of tho women seated
near their chiefs. When, after a short silence, the sp,-(.ch of tho women
was continued by Red Jacket, agreeably to the terms entered into be-
tween them, and tho whole of the leading sachems of the Six Nations, as
follows :

" Brother from Pennsylvania, you that are sent from Gen. Washino'ton,
and by the Thirteen Fires :-You have been sitting side by side witli U8
every day, and the Lord has appointed us another pleas-^.nt day to meet
again. Now listen. Broth(>r-You know what we have been doing so
long, and what troul>le we have been at ; and you know that it has been
tho request of our head warrior, (Q-Beel.) tluit we aro left to answer for
our women, who are to conclude what ought to be done by both sachem
and warriors. So h.ar what is their conclusion.

" Brother-The business you have come on is very troublesome, and wo
have l»een a long time considering on it, even since you came here ; and
now the eldei-s of our women, considering the greatness of your business,

tl

<^1

i' M
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H

havo Hiiid that our sucIiciiim iiiul waniors iiiuhI, help you ovtT your dimcul-
tlos, for tbc good of tlii'iii unci Uicir cliildivu. MorcoviU' you tell us, ninco

till' trcaly iit Tioga wilh uh, tlio AnicrieauH me utrong lor pfucf. Now,
all tliat- luiH Ih'ou done fiu- you has Ijccu done l.y our wonu'U, arul tiio rcHt

will bo a hard (ask lor us ; for the jicoido at the scltiug sun arc had jioo-

plo, and you Imvo coino on us iu too uiuch hasto for Buch grout iiuUtci-s of
imiiorlunc'c. And now Jirolhcr, you must hiok when it is ligiit in tlio

morning until tlio setting suu, and you must roacii your neck over tho

land, and take all tho light you can, to show llu* dangor. Ami tliis is Iho

word of oiu' women to you, and the sachems and warriors who .shall go
with you. * * Now, brother from renusylvania and from Gon.
Washington, I havo told you what has been directed. * ' You
now know that Col. Butler, of the British, told us that he must tako our
writings down to Col. Gordon, as he is a very wise man, and perhaiia he
may have Honu'thing to .say to us that is for o<ir good. And we also want
hi.s assistance, as he is tho man that keeps all the voFsels that is on tho

lake. Therefore, my Brother, make your mind easy, for your request is

granted, and when wo hear from our brothei-s, the British, then we shall

know what time we can start. And you must not be uneasy that our
brother, O'Beel, does not go with you, for ho is vciy tired, and he must
rest awhile, and take-charge of our young warriors, while they arc play-

ing, (hunting,) to keep them in peace, for fear of danger. And now,
while we are speaking, more of our young warriors have given their names
logo with you."

Having received this welcome information, and so firmly authenticated

by so complete a council, I undertook to write a second letter to Col. Gor-
don, Commandant of Niagara, making request of him to grant me a paa-

•ago in one of the merchant or other vessels on Lake Erie, f. i certain

number of Indians, and others, intended to accompany nu' to th. 'ios,

and from thence to Fort Washington, on the Ohio
; and the better I.

vent any miscarriage or delay, I sent it by Mr. Horatio Jones, my int.

prcter, on the nujrning of the KUh, enjoining him by all means, to present

it to the Colonel himself, and to return with an answer to mi; as .sjieedily

as possible. Early on the morning of the 17th, he crossed tho IJiverSt.

Lawrence to Niagara, and, being well acquainted tluu-e, he went through

any part of the garrison he thought proper, until about 10 o'clock, when
he went to tho Commandent to j)resent my letter. Mr. Jones informed
mo, that, as soon as it was known that he was charged with a public mes-
•ago from me, the town Major had orders to put an orderly non-commi.s-

•ioncd otlicer to attend him, and to prevent his going through tliiOgam-
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»on, orc.r lu.l.linK -ny i,arlicii!urconvorHa(i..n will. IhHnliul.ilnnts And
UB mm as (.;,.l. (;„nlon s.M.t (o Imn 11... ansuvr u> ,„y l.tt..,-, ho was onlcM-'
edtorHuruto liudalo l.y tlu- sumo ro„l.. he had came ; ami Ih.M.nlorly
c«.uiuct...l hha l« th. iV.rry u h.To h. ha.l crossed in tho inuini,,,., and ro-
tunicd (Ml lhcl!)ih, (onicat liiillah).

Th. answer which Cul. Gonlun .sent i„ Ins MU-v was. that as lu- had not«"n (hoso public docMuuMUs Ihat I had wn,(,. hi,,, „f. ,l„,,,lo.r ho could
not cul..,. ,„(o a discussion with nu> on mattors of a puhlicnaturo, viowinff
1..0 only .u tho liKht or a privato a^ont ; „,.. was ho aulhoriml (o ,,o,.„u!mo a passago lor tho Indians I p,.oposc..l carrying to Sandusky, in any of
the vossols on tho lako. This unlriondly donial puts a stop to tho lurth..-
attcnptmg to go to tho Mia,ni,.s. as tho Indian chi,.fs who proposod accom-
punyn.g mo, woro unaldo to walk tho distance ro.p.irod. an.l it was held
bythomtobounsafotogoin a largo Albany boat, I had contraotod for,
founng d,sappointn,onl8

: as, to gain a harbor for such a boat in case of
rough woathor, it coul.l not bo mot with at tipu^s, undor going th.. distance
of Iwelvoorlirtoon milos, and all winds from tho northeast, and north-
west, and northerly, made tho lako very turbulent, and tho watora as
rough as tho ocean.

While Mr. Jones continued at Niagara, six engineers and twonty-flro
or more artiflcei-s arrived tlioro from Quebec, being sent by Lord Dorchos-
ter for the purpo.se of carrying on some works of fortitications. He like-
wise saw that fresh work had been done to the face of the garrison, &c
I have likewise been informed that the British have laid the (buiulation ot
a new fortress on tho north side of Lake Erie, at .some distance higher
up tho raj.ids, and I presume (beyond the range of thirteen inch sheila

)Irom the pro.sent garrison it being evident that in justice they cannot
maintain it much longer. Tho reason of their ostablisbing of new garri-
sons on the lakes is very obvious, they being intended for th(! purpose of
thelur trade, which produces abundance of wealth yearly to (;ioat Brit-
ain. But this revenue, I hope, will bo very soon (h-creased, on the surren-
der of the Fort of Detroit, tho key of the fur trade by tho lakes, and .such
posts as may bo established by tho United States in the Western territory,
near the Mississipi)i, and also in tho AVal,ash country, and by tho govern-
ment of Pennsylvania, at tho old Fiv.ich garri.son at I'res.ino Jsl,.

; which
will invito most of tho trade from tho Grand River that empties itself into
Lake Erie on tho nqrih side, and at a small .listanco from that beautiful
atation, of as fertile lands as America produces, of pure air .ind a health-
ful climate.

During tho a1)scnco of the interpreter, twelve of f h(> chiefs, headed by

m! Si
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the VoiiriK KInj,'. camo to tho stoii'lioiiHc on tho livkc, (at which jiluco I

wiiH wriliiiK my ilcsimtclifH for the Secretary of War.) and iiiConncd ino

that tlicy imdt'iMlood tlial I liad intentions of goinj,' away IVoni tlicni ho-

crotly in tin* nijjlit, and tii;it I liad prott'crod an extraordinary jjHco for a
liorse for Unit imrpose, ami liad likewise elVered a largt* Huin o^ money to

an Indian to carry my letters (o riitslinrKli. [ then iminired who waH
their inlVirnnint that I had cominnnicated these thinj,'s (o. Thev answer-

ed that J(din Herry, an Indian, wlio intcria'cted for Mr. I'lwinjf, bad told

them so. and they had come to know my reason for my doinKso. f ro-

jtlied that such a Ihongiit had not passed my mind ; and tliat if I had such
intentions. whyHhonId I have sent my interpreter to Xia;^ara to ohiain u
vessel to condnct me and them to the jplace I s irnestly and so constant-

ly had sulieitcd Iheni to aeeompany me? And that were I disposed to

leave them in that nnmner, I slionid not liiive s.ild niy horse yesterday to

a trader. Air. Winnie, and the sole reasoi of my having sold, was that wo
could not tak(« a horse to Sandnsky liy water, lor v/hen there, we should

have tho Ml most occasion for them, havinj; to Iravid a lonj^ distance on
foot. lint llic Miistiike or wr(in;j; ind'rpretalion, rested on this jwint : my
intention of j; linj^liy water. asal)(iv(( related. ])romptcdme to eni,'a,i,'o ono

of 0'J5e(d's Inijians. whom I believed to lie an honest man. to carry my
lettei-sto Fort P'ranklin. and us well as Inivinf? offered him certain pay-
ment for his services. T had proposed to him a hoi'se to carry him to tho

New Arrow's Town, where th(> horse lielonged, and the rest of the way ho
mi^ht go by water, if he chose to do so. Mon^over, to speak in their own
langnago, I was moro of a nnm than to loavo my friends in that manner

;

and that whenever I was aliont to go from them. I should tell them so,

and take my leave of tho Six Nations. Having so said to them, I gavo
theni a treat and they returned to tho towns fully pleased and satisfied.

May 17. lied Jacket and other of the chiefs informed rac that my friends

in th{! dilferent towns expected 1 would give them sometliing to drinlc. as

they were going to have a great dance hefon^ they should hnive their

women. I readily accepted this proiiosition, and readily ordered eight

gallons of th(^ best spirits to be iiresenled to them for the entertainment,

and [ desired that the women should be attended to, particularly for their

valuable condnct during tho last great council.

May 18 and 19. I was engaged in ju'eparing my despatches for the Sec-

retary of War. and other letters of tlie same imjiort for Gov. St. Clair, and
1 projiosed to forward them by way of New Arrow's Town, tluMice to Fort

Franklin and Pitts))urgh, and appointed Gapt. Stingfish of New Arrow's

Town to be the bearer, whose wife was tho principal governess and leader
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of tho chlofH ainonj? tho woini-n, and tho piiiicipul luoniotcr in Raining
tho sacli.ruH ov.^r to my mUnvnl. It Ih woll known to overy poiwrn on-
truHto<lwith a iiiiblic. cdiiimisHioii anions tho Indians, that they aroox-
pectod to poHHcsH a liberal hand, liod Jacliot, whom wo have oIK-ii Hpo-
kon of, called on mo thiH morning to toll mo that his houHo wantod a floor;
that, an ho waHKoinK wilii hk-. and hoinj? do.siroiiH to Icavo his family
moro comfortahlo dmin« his altsonco, ho oxpoctcd I would have it dono
for him. Moroovor, ho wantod Homo rum for his wlfo ami his motii(«r. and
that ho mifrht drink with (lu^m l.cforo sotting out on his intondod journey,
ho wantod a littlo for himself. Tlie llrst rei|iiest of hiyinj; his lloor, I
promised to have dono immediately hefore goin- on hoard the vessel, and
to mako him and his wif(. eheorlnl id parting, gavo ordoi's to i.rosont him
with oneji-alion of mm.
Tho Yoiiiig King was not less jiressinK in his ro(|ueslsfor rum on vari-

ous occasions
;
and although h.^ did not bohavo so woll in tiieir councils

as I desired.
1 di<I not semi liim away empty hand.'d, sound p.dicy having

dictated my motives. Ami as 1 i.erceived liuvt (Jiipt. O'lJeers modesty
provontod him from calling on m.^ in that way, to him and Cuyasatta i
was not less liberal. To a Shawnes(. Indian named (Jiiafudot, (or Hot
Sun,) ono of tho duels appointed to conduct mo into tlu- Shawneso coun-
try, I gave a blanket, being entreated in a particular manner to furnisb
him, for which I gave 18s iXl. This afternoon, and immeilialely after Mr.
Jones' return from Niagara, tho Young King and tho major (.art of tho
chiefs came to Im (made) ac(iuuinted (witii) what was tho result of Col.
Gordon's answer tome, upon which I informed them to mecst me in gon-
oral council in tho morning, being desirous of communicating sotuo mat-
ters of consequence to tiu-m, and then they should bo informed of the
contents of his letter. About this time I received information that about
eight days since. Col. Brant had set out from Grand lUver, with about
forty warriors to touch at Detroit, to take with him Mr. McGeo. agent for
Indian affairs in tiuit district, from tin^nce to proceed in the great encamp-
ment of tlios(* Indians at war witii tiie I'nilod Slates

; and by those who
aro professed friends of tiio British family, believed that his motives were
not to i)acify them, but to intlucnco their minds to a moro vigorous oppo-
sition.

May 20. According to my proposals of yesterday, I mot them in gener-
al council, introduced and (explained tho substance of Col. Gordon's let-
ter tome, apprising them that I was sensible of the cause that led him to
give me such a denial

; that it was rei)lete with envy in him towards tho
United States

;
and it liospoke no affection in him towards tho Indians

;
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»n<l (hut, iiltimiilcly it miiHl, icIU'ct dti his nuiiio and Mdilioii, tli« iinniVDra-
bloo|.i(liol,(.r adiNwniirii; pul.li,;, us pivr.-mn- (o cIicrlMi tlui ni^.M.r Iho
doHoliiting Hword of war, to tlu^ Imj.iiiiicMH whidi Hows in hiicIi alMiri(limc(>

thniii;,rti lli(. cliannolH of pcaco. And pdm^iviiiK tVoiii Ihoso cauw-H tlmt
notllin^'^mlll(•|•can Ix- dono l.y uh at llil.s liiii.', [ niiiHt lake my Icavo of
tluiSix Xa(ii)im, ami icliini wiili my itilormadoii t(» llio cliiclM tlial ^'()nt

mo, lo whoso altontion 1 will rccoinmond hem, wjoIiik (hat no laiilt at
IIiIh tiirKt lay at llicir doors. Having plvuod our disappointmont to the
founlaiii from whciico itcanii-, and to-morrow hciiij,' tlio day I proposo
moving honco, I Jiavo now to dcHJro lliat tlio eliicrs will proparc toddivor
mo (lioir farowi'll sjm'ccIi, which I will duly commimlcato to Iho grout
•hiof of Iho Thirtocn Kiros, and hopo that it may he doiu< soon to-morrow.
May 21. Tho wholo of tlio chiefs rcsorlod to my cabin, and tho Voung

King, l.y ai.poinlment, gavo their farewoU spoccli, but not without tho
aid of Fish (Warrior, whoso physiognomy when speaking, put me in ro-

mombranco of tho old Roman Sonatoi-s, poHscssing ho much ke<>n gravity
in hiH nuuuKT. (Kor tho conclusive Hpeecii of Farmers Hroth(>r, seo sub-
•oquent page.) Settled with Mr. Cormdius Winney for licpioi-a &c., had
for the Indians occasionally, £2(i f)s. deducting thirty-two dollars for a
horse sold to him, bought of Mr. Maxwell at Tioga. Also gavo a wiiito

prisoner that lived with said Winney, nine pounds four and a halfpence.
Having now all matters arranged, I delivered to Capt. llondin all the piil>-

lic writings 1 had prepanid for his Excellency, the Secretary of War, and
•ent him by the Genesee, in comi.any with Messrs. Smith and Ewlng,
residents of said place, (in the several villages adjacent to tho castle of
Buffalo, to-wit, the Cayugas, the Onondagas, Ac ; there are more than
one hundred and seventy tolerable well built huts,) and proceeded by tho

orge of the lake for Cattaraugus, with an interpreter and servant, where
wo arrived on the 22d. • * The reaam of my taking the route

for Pittsburgh was, that I was apiirehensive that my letters might have
been intercepted, had I put them into the hands of the Indian before

named, and taken to a British garri.son for inspection ; and that my con-

ducting them myself might give me tho opporhinity of meeting with
Gen. St. Clair, or Col. IJutler, and giving them personal information of

•uch matters as might not have been treated of in my letter. Having
found myself fully dispo.scd to make a forc(!d march to Pittsliurgli, though
late in Ihe afternoon, I hired fresh horses and an Indian to go to New
Arrow's Town and to return, for which I pairi eight dollars, and for a
•upi)ly of stores to a British trarei', sixteen pounds ten and a halfpence.

I arrived at the New Arrow's Town on the 24th in the evening, (distance
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eighty miUw,) hivvhiK oncamp..,! ,.„l, in tl,o w.,o,1h tlu, two prrcodinir
n KhlH. I l,a.l n.. noonor arrlvo,! timn tl.o ohi..|H woro Huni,„..r.,.l locun-'"'^" ""•"• '^C'>n.-l.Hlu.ll, whiH, was i„,.,n,lo,l Tor ..nthinn moro

n tan to the Qonm^o country, lh> pluco of his r..i.I,m,.-,.. an,l a.x.o,.,U,.d
with him lor HiMy.0,,0 .lays H.-rvl..,., ullowin;, hia, siv .iayn to roh.n, ut
-;

HiHl a half shillings p..,- .lay. I p.. hin. „.y o..li,aUon to pay ,1^
Im anco toun.l his duo at ni^ht, in I'hila.iHphia

; a,.,l at a lat. ..ulLni
with tho -ay Maslor (J.-uc-ral of tho lJ„iu,.l Slafs, I l..a ,ho namo, lo-
gothor with o,jri„.v„ poi.n.lH puyahl.. (o M..H.rH. lloll.nl„.,.k A Maxwoil
lor u Hn.ali ho.so n.c..iv..,i of ,I,.,„ ,u Tio^a Point, and h.-v... ponndn to,;
Hhi lm,,.M to tho paym..nt of n.y .Iraft on tho «ocrotary of War t,, .fonoph
bmi.h in.i.an intorprol..,.. I.,,,vio„s to ,ny l..avin« tl,is (own. TM ofApnl last.

1 was ol.li,..,l to s..„,l „,y „wn rhlin;, liorso to tho CJonr.soo R.-t-
"<">»ont ,t hoinj, i„,poHsil,io to procuro fo.a.'o or corn tor i.i>n. and at
wl.ich placo lu. IniH ronuiinod ovor sinco at oxponsos. Not havin- it in
"iy l.owor of .l.in^. othorwiso. and whothor tho sm.o will bo ullowod for
to mo. I must suhmit to (ho ju.l-mont of tho S.'crotary of War

li.'in^r in privato convorsatlon with Capt. O'BooI this ovonin"ff, and flit-
t.n« hotwoon him and tho Now Arrow saehom. I hint.-d to Capt. O'nooi
that .1 ho would go and join G.n. S(. Clair with thirty-d vo or forty of hi;
warrior, a« woll cpUppod as ho could mako thorn, puroly to countor.,al-anc (ho lorco (hat Urant had takon with him to tho unfriondly Indians,
1 would uso ondoavors with tho Socn-tary of War to procuro him a coml
mission hat should yield to hi.n and his pooplo a hand.omo .stipend. IIo
ropl.0,1 that tho Sonocas had rocoivod a stroko from tho bad Indians by
ak.ns (wo prisoners, a woman an.l a boy, (rom Conyatt. and thatshould

vlr, '

, .•

""'"' '"'"' '"" '"'^^'^ "'•
'"'y <"• "i« 1-Pl'' I.oroaf(or, hew ouhl thon inlorm mo what ho would undorlako to do

I Inrod a canoe and two Indians, this ovoning. to carry mo to Fort
Frankhn, and should have .set out in.modiatoly, but for a heavy rain that
foil. I agreed to pay them four dollars and thir(y cents, and a portion
of whisky, when wo should roach the ganis.m. and provisions to bring
them back. I arrived the next morning by daylight at Fort Franklin
took breakfast with Lieut. Jetlers. had a canoe prepared with four fresh
hands put into it, and after adjusting my engagements with the Indians
brought to N..W Arrow's Town, pushed oH" as speedily as lay in our power
for Fort Pitt, (distance about one liundred and fifty-si.v miles by water )and gained the same in twenty-livo hours, tlio men having worked hard
all night to complete it, and assisted myself, for which I paid extra to

t il

'^l



318 HISTOKY OF BUFFALO.

Ciich ono dollar, and ono dollar for entertainment at Pittsburgh, having
comiileted in five days and two nights, going by land and by water from
Buffalo to this place, four hundred and eleven miles. * * got
out from Pittsburgh to Philadelphia on the evening of the 29th of May,
and arrived on the 7th day of June. * *

THOMAS PKOCTOR TO THE HON. SECRETARY OP WAR.

Philadelphia, Juno 8th, 1791.

Sir—I loft the castle of the Six Nations of Indians at Buffalo Creek,

the 21st of last month in the afte.noon, the fore part of the day being
Bpent in council with the chiefs of the above Nations, of which there

were a full representation ; and by the following, as delivered by the

Young King and the Farmere Brother, will evidence their friendly dispo-

sition towards the United States, in maintaining with them an inviolable

peace, as also with the British, as from the situation of their Nations,

they are centrally placed between them. The same day I sent forward

my despatches for your Excellency, under the care of Capt. Houd' i, by
the route of AVyoming, while I should proceed by way of Fort Franklin
and Pittsburgh, with the letters I had written for the information of Gen.

St. Clair, and arrived here yesterday afternoon. It is also with pleasure

I infoi-m you that as to the several posts on the Alleghany River, &c.,

they were under no apprehension of danger from the unfriendly Indians,

and were in good health and high spirits.

I am Your Excellency's most Obeilient Servant,

THOMAS PROCTOR.
To THE Hon. Secuetart op War.



NO 2.

Omtion by Samuel Treat, Esq, in 1841, on the occasion of the exhu^
mation and Interment of the remains of Lieut. Boyd, of Gen. Sullivan's
army, who was taken by the Senecas and put to the torture in the most
barbarous and cruel manner, at Little-Beard's Town, ou the Genesee
River, in 1789. From " xNotices of Sullivan's Campaign."

ORATION KESPKCTING REVOMTrOXAUY WARFARE IN

WESTERN' -NEW YORK.

With muffled drum and lengthened funeral train, we have this hour fol-
lowed from their long and silent resting place, the mouldering remains of
those gallant men who, in the depths of the wilderness, fell early martyrs
tor American liberty.

Long have their bones lain, unhonored, beneath the sod moistened by
their hfe-l.lood, whilst the rank grass has waved, unnoticed, above their
fast-decaying frames. The little stream has flowed gentlv by, and the
waters of the neighboring spring gushed forth, unhee.led, save when one
more curious than his fellows, has. in his love of traditionary lore, turned
aside trom the adjacent path, to linger over the grave of these champions
of freedom.

And now, after the lapse of sixty-two years, the valiant dead receive
the honors which they have so long and hitherto fruitlessly claimed
(See Note A.

)

From the distant city and all the neighboring towns, an eager multi-
tude have assembled in this sacred temple -not made with hands," un-
der the broad canoj.y of heaven, slieltered only by these majestic oaks
that have, for more than half a century, stood, the silent sentinels of the
heroes' graves, to pay the last solemn rites of sepulture to the brave and
generous-hearted of another and heroic age.

Thus it always has beeii-it ahvays must k... The noble deeds, the
self-sacrificing heroism of those who die in the cause of God and their

jj' a
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country, of virtiio and liborty, will at length, though it bo at a tardy

paco, rc'c;'ivo tho just tributo of well-oarnod prrJso—of soloran admira-

tion. The thousands crowded togotlu^r here at tho present moment, who
have left their harvest-flolds and their workshops, their quiet firesides in

tho still country, and the bustling din of tlii^ city's varied pursuits—tho

high anil honored in station, and the humble la))orer—all, inspired by

one deei) and common feeling of reverence for the valiant dead, speak in

no faint tones of the immortality of heroism and virtue.

Standing, as I do at the present hour, in sight of these everlasting

hills, clotlied in many a spot with the richest verdure, and here and thero

covered with tho primeval forest—hills once pathless and untenanted,

save by the wild beasts and tlio rulhlesf siivage—gazing out upon the far-

spread valley, "the ricliest and most fruitful whicli the sun, in all hia

course, looks down upon"—the luxuriant crop yet scarcely gathered in

by its many happy projn-iefors—an expanse, save in an occasional spot,

but ii few years since an unreclaini'.'d morass, through which nought but

tho prowling wolf and the startled deer had ever threaded their danger-

ous way ; and where n(j sound was heard save the gentle mnrmui-s of yon

lazy stream. ))roken, ever and anon, by the wild bird's shrill cry, tho

snake's deadly rattle, and the Indian's horrid yell—standing here, at this

hour, with the scone clianged from the desolation of the past, as it were

by some magic sjiell, to ye' uw tields laden with plenty, barns bursting

with the fruits of the harvest, jjopulous villages sown lu'oadcast ovc>r tho

extended prospect— boats, laden witli the various products of every climo,

hurried along yon artificial stream, that has superseded tho ancient river

and rol)))ed it of its former glory—at our feet, too, on tho very site of tho

red man's home, a liusy mart that has s])rung into existence in nearly tho

short space of a single glance—every thing within the limits of the vision,

instinct willi life, industry, and wealth—thus encompassed by all tho

blessings of the joyous present, tli" vhoughls, involuntarily turning back

to the <lismal jiast. are lost in amazement at tln^ mighty change, and seek,

in the thou-<and mementos around, for the great secret of tho wonder-

working power which has thus wrought out a fairy land from the gloomy

wilderness and the stagnant marsh.

That sable p.all and consecrated urn tell how, and at what cost, all

these wonder.s have been wrought. As tho eye returns from its wander-

ings over this far-extended and bei'utli'iil scene, and rests upon those sa-

cred emblems of death, the mind is lilted with the traditions of that dire-

ful hour which we liave met to commemorate. With tho vividness of

present reality, imagination calls up tlie veiy sjiot of that awful conflict
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-the frightful dangers of that painful hour-the sharp and deadly ring-
ing of th.j Indian's rifle^tbo glittering tomahawk and bloody scalj.ing
knife-tho stern yet resolute despair of the gallant few-tho short yet
fierce encounter-tho ground reeking with gore, and covered with the
mangled corpses of the dead and yet-quivering bodies of the dyin-r-tho
painful march and dread Husj.ense-the agonizing torture of tho^-roic
leader, and the demoniac rejoicings of the savage foe.

But let us, for a moment, turn aside from thirawful scene, to learn the
course of previous events leading to these painful calamities, that, with
the voice of an impartial posterity, we may fix upon their guilty authora
the deep and damning stain of iutlicting ui.on their fellow-men of the
same common blood and common country, the most cruel and merciless
tortures that fiendlike malicj over devised.

At the commencement of the controverey between England and her
trans-Atlantic colonies, there resided in the fertile valley of the Mohawk
in what was then called Tryon county, which emi.race.l all of thet part
ot New York west of Scoharie creek, several rich and powerful families,
that, from their vast possessions and intimate associations with the
mother-country, could not long remain indifferent spectators of the con-
troversy. Among these, the wealthiest and most influential were the
Johnsons and Butlers. Sir William Johnson had endeared himself to the
colonists, not only by his private character, but also by his great exer-
tions during the French and Indian War. For his gallant services and
brilliant victories, he had received from hi.s sovereign a baronetcy, and
tho commission of General Superintendent of Indian Affairs.

lie possessed an unbounded influence over (ho savage tribes of this
Slate, for whom he ever felt a fatherly care. IJouiid to the cau.se of his
king by the many marks of special faver wJiieh he had received from tho
royal hand, and equally attached to his neighber;^. whom he had so often
led to Ixittle, and by whose generous aid he had be.-u ena:')I(Ml successfully
to brave the dangers of the wilderness, uu.l t,. Irhnnph over th.-ir com-
mon foes, he looked with agonizing emoti„„s uj^on ihe fratricidal contest
wluch he foresaw must soon commence. Having su.ldenly expired in
his castle, in June, 1774, he was sparcl the heart rending anguish of
witnessing tho atrocious cruellies of the eommeueing conflict. Ilis .«on,
Sir John Johnson, succeeded (o the tiil.vs and estale.s of Sir AVm. John-
son, his dislinguished father; and his .son-ln-law. Co!. Guy Johnson, to
the office of Superintendent. IJranl. the eelel.i aied lu.lian chief, was tho
private secretary of the lalter, and rendered him U,e luo.l important ser-
vices in his eflorls to win over th;' w.iniors oi' ih,> SL^ Xatious to the
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cause of England. Col. John Butler and his son, the innimous Walter
N. Butler, were near neighbors of the Johnsons, and associated with
them in official duties. These men, together with the most influential

loyalists of the county, taking advantage of the gathering at the court in

Johnstown, in the year 1775, procured the signatures of a majority of

the Grand Jurors and the Magistrates present, to a declaration in oji po-

sition to the proceedings of the Continental Congress, then about to reas-

semble after the bloody battles of Lexington and Concord. At this

meeting the discussion ran high ; and, after its adjournment, the patriots

returned homo filled with generous indignation. They soon infused
some of their own burning spirit of liberty into their neighbors' souls,

and meetings of the people were held in every town and hamlet. The
first assembly met at Caughnewaga. Among the three hundred unarmed
men who had come together to that spot to deliberate oi. the momentous
question of their endangered freedom, Sampson Sammons was by far the
most zealous. He and his two sons, afterwards so celebrated in the bor-

der warfare, with their associates, were just raising a liberty-pole, the

emblem of rebellion, when the Johnsons and Butlers, with their armed
retainers i-ushed into the crowd. Col. Guy Johnson harangtied the peo-

ple at great length, on the power and resources of England ; and de-

nounced, in the bitterest terms and with the most unsparing invective,

the measures taken by the disaffected. Jacob Sammons, unable to re-

strain his goaded feelings, pronounced the speaker a " liar and scoun-

drel." Johnson retorted the epithet, and seized Sammons by the throat.

In the scuffle which ensued, Sammons was severely wounded
; and, on

the retreat of the loyalists, returned home, "bearing on his own body
the first scars of the Revolutionary contest in Tryon county."

One of the most spirited meetings was held in the church at Cherry

Valley. There the fathers took with them their children, that they

might early imbibe, at the altar of religion, an undying love of liberty.

From various indications, the patriots supposed that Johnson was endeav-

oring to enlist the Indians against the colonists. In consequence of the

information sent by their committees, Congress took early measures to

prevent such a fearful result. In the address read by the Colonial Com-
missioners at the council of the chiefs, held in Albany, Congress said :

" This is a family quarrel between us and England. You, Indians are not

concerned in it. We do not wi.sh you to take up the hatchet against the

king's troops. We desire you to remain at home and not to join either

side, but buiy the hatchet deep." Hero, as at a council subsequently

held at German Flats, the chiefs of the Six Nations promised to remain

neutral during the pending contest.

\
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After various consultations witli the Indians and the employment of
every artifice .in tlieir power, witliout success, the Johnsons and Butlers
sent runners over the wliole Indian country, and visited, in person,
most of the tri))es, to procure their attendance at a council to be held at
Oswego in the month of July, 1777. The Indians were invited to as-
semble on that occasion "to banquet on a Bostonian and drink his
blood." Walter Butler harangued the assembled chiefs ; and, after por-
traying, without effect, the great wealth and power of England, stated
that the king would give a bounty for the enemy's scalps-money and
food to all who joined his troops; that " his men were as numerous as
the sands on the sea-shore, and his rum as plenty as the water in Lake
Ontario." His representations and bribes produced the expected result.
All of the Indians-with the exception of about one-half of the Oneidai
-took up the hatchet, in violation of their solemn pledges nt Albany
and German Flats.

The foul stain of stimulating the savages to the innumerable acts of
barbarity exhibited on the frontier settlements during this contest, must
rest on the escutcheon of England. Indeed, the shameless avowal of
Lord Suffolk, in the British Parliament, that the ministers had resorted
to such measures, called forth that burst of eloquent Indignation from
Chatham which stands unrivalled in our language for withering rebuke
The emissaries of England traversed the whole Indian country ; and, in
their endeavors to arouse the savages to deeds of the most horrid cruelty,
omitted no artifice which could excite their passions-no bribe which
could tempt-no statement which could influence-no promises which
could lure them on to the most relentless warfare.
Burgoyne, in his proclamation, "denounced the most terrible war

against those who opposed him. He admonished them not to flatter
themselves that distance or coverts could screen them from his pursuit,
for he bad only to let loose the thousands of Indians under his direction
to discover, in their most secret retreats, and to punish with condign
severity, the hardened enemies of Great Britain."

Thus, whilst Congress, averse to enlisting in the war the merciless
savages of the surrounding wilderness, employed her agents to procure
pledges of neutrality, the mother country left no means untried to arouse
the native ferocity of the Indian warriors against her own children.
Butherowngifte,! orator and statesman "has damned to everlasting
fame the pale-faced miscreants" gnilty of this inhuman device. From
the time of the council at Oswego until the close of the war-nay. for a
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long series uf years ul'tor—tho wuviiRos of Mm North and West coiitiniieil

their (lepreilatioiis iinil inurdi-rs on the frontier sottleinonts.

About ten nnU'H south of tlui Moluuvii river, and fifty-two west of

Albany, is a fertile valley sixteen miles in lenjrth, and varying from one-
quarter to a mile in breadth. Fnr away at the north-east, may be seen
in the dim distance the Creen Mountains of Vermont mingling with the

horizon—whilst, immediately surrounding the valley, and terminating
in the Catskills on the south-east, are chains of hills whose sides gently
slope down to the vale, through which, for miles, a small creek flows to

the south until its waters mingle with the Susciuehannah. At a veiy
early period this lovely spot had attracted the settlera attention; and the

pooplc who had taken up tlieir abode in this romantic and fruitful val-

ley, became noted for their exemiilary lives and fervent pit^ty. Though
animated 1)y the most ardent love of liberty, that feeling partook of their

religious do\otion, and was interwoven with the loftiest sentiments of

duty to God. Of the many families residing at this spot, none was
more Ijeloved. or more marke<l for all the virtues that adorn the Chris-

tian character, than that of Mr. Robert Wells. Ilis family consisted of

himself and niothei', his brother and sister, his wife and four cliildren.

Ho had hold the otlice of Judge in Iho county, and been an inlimato

friend of Col. John Butler and Sir William Johnson.

On the morning of the iltli of November, in the year 1778, this fam-
ily, with the Colonel and Lieutenant of the neighlioring fort, were as-

sembled around the domestic altar. Without, the snow-storm of the

preceding night had changed to a heavy rain, and the dense mist

shrouded all obj'eels in obscurity. All of that little group, on bended
knee, were joining the husband and fatlur iu his fervent prayer; and,

.al)Sorbed in their devout aspirations, wci'e lost to all earilily objects.

Whilst the old man's voice, elocpient in prayer, was rising above the

fierce raging of the storm without, the fierce war-whoop broke ujjou their

horror-struck ears; and, with a single bound, the Seneca warriors and
their more ferocious apsociatea stood, with glittering tomahawks, over

that .still kneeling group. Ere the haU-utlered sentence was closed, or

the speaker's voice had ceased vil)raling on their ears, he—his lijis yet

trembling with the fervent devotion of his morning worship— lay

quivering in the agonies of death; and by his side were the mangled
corpses of all that family save the loved sister. She who had been an

angel of mercy to all within the reach of her ever active virtues, was
now a captive in the relentless grasp of the savage foe. His tomahawk,
vet reeking with the blood of her kinsmen, swung over her defenceless
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lic-ad. As it dosconds on it. death-errand, a tory domostic of l.or latlier's.
luniH aside tlie ialling l.low, and claims her as his sister. The merciless
Havnge is not thus to be n.bl.ed of his victim

; the next moment the tom-
ahawk m driven through her upturned face. Col. Alden has escaped
from the bonso, but the deadly weai.ou speeds unerringly on its course
and he falls, ^. one of the earliest victims of his most criminal neglect of
•luty. • Lieut. Stacia is a jirisoner in the hands of the dusky warriors
I<rom the adjacent house, the aged father of Mrs. Wells is led forth, tot-
(ering with age-u the rain falling nj.on his bare head, and his fceblo
hmbs shaking like an aspen,'-to meet, in the fury of the storm, the
taunts and cruelties of his savage capf..rs. Mitchell, a near nei-^hbor
who had been absent but a few minutes from his home, nishes back only
to find his wife and four of his children, silent in death, and his little
girl quivering in the last agonies of dissolution. As he raises her dying
frame the foe again approaches

; and Newlmry, the (lend like tory drives
his hatchet deep into her scarcely throbbing temples.
A few moments thus snfliced to turn a quiet village into a heap of

ashes, to change the happy villagei-s into mangled corpses or miserable
captives. The morning prayer was suddenly changed into the groans of
(he dying and the frantic yells of the ruthless savage. The father ju«t
as his lips were teaching his loved children eariy devotion to God
wasmimmone.! with his little ones to another and unseen worid Most
of those who had escaped the first blow, vvere wretched prisoners, doomed
to suffer in the remote wilderness the agonies of long and hopeless cap-
tivity, or perish by the most frightful tortures. The few who fled to the
overhanging hills, turned back to behold those dearest to their aflection«
borne away amid the demoniac shouts of the Indian braves

; or their
reeking scalps waving on the spears of the unsparing foe. On that morn-
ing, sixty men, women and children of that village, were inhumanly
butchered, and all others save a mere handful, hurried away to a more
cruel fate. t)f the three hundred troojis, most of whom had been quar-
tered out of the fort, but fifty escaped-one of whom is now by my
Bide.* Such, in a few words, is the painful story of Cherry Valley.

This attack was concerted by AV'alter Butler and the Indian lirant.
The former had been taken prisoner the preceeding year, and condemned
as a spy. By the intercession of his former friends he had been spared,
and even releas(.d from the rigors of close confinement. Having, how-
ever, treacherously ett'ecfed his escape, he returned to the Indian country
breathing the direst vengeance against the American settlements. When

* Mr. Elnathan Perry.
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ho had incilod tho Scnoca braves to deadly haired, and mifflcienlly urged

on their enkindled passions, he hurried forward with them and his father's

Rangers to wroak his burning revenge on tho Jlohawk settlors. More

fiendliko than even his savage allies, the most ferocious of tho Indian

tri))eH, he t^pared neither age, sex nor condition. IJrant hail reluctantly

joined him, and oven attempted to save the family of Mr. "Wells. But

no: his more savage friend, though boasting of a refined and christian

education, would listen to no suggestions of mercy. Ills father, Col.

John Butler, on hearing their unha])py fate, is said to have exclaimed,

'• I would have gone miles on my hands and knees to have saved that

family
; and why my son did not do it, God only knows." But tho

hand of divine justice was not long withheld. Newberry, the murderer

of the infant girl on that fearful morning, next year suffered by tho hal^

tor for his inhuman rage ; and Butler was spared only till his many
crimes should call down severe but well merrited i)unishnient.

Throughout the many ])ainful scenes exhibited during this and tho

l)receding year, along tho frontiers of Pennsylvania, in the valleys of tho

Mohawk and of tho Susquehanna, the tories who composed the corps of

Rangers and hovered over tho unjirotected settlements, were guilty of

barbarities far more inhuman than those of their Indian associates.

At tho massacre near Scoharie, all of one family, a mother and her many
children, had been cruelly butchered—one alono, an infant having es-

caped the general slaughter. An Indian warrior, noted for his cruelty,

discovered the bu,be as it slept in its cradle. As, with uplifted toma-

hawk, he was about to do the work of death, tho little Innocent, awak-

ing, looked up in his face and smiled. Tho better feelings of his nature

triumphed over his savage ferocity, and throwing aside his blood-stained

hatchet, he took the smiling infant in his arms, and gently caressed it.

But a royalist, who had witnessed the h>imanity of his darker but less

savage comrade, thrust his bayonot through the infant, and, as ho held it

up, struggling in the agonoies of death, exclaimed, •• This, too, is a

rebel."

At the dcstniction ofV Wyoming, immortal in the numbers of the gifted

bard, a few having thrown down their muskets, swam to an Island in tho

river, and endeavored to conceal themscves in the bru.sh-wood. A party

of tories, discovering their retreat, swam the river with their rifles ; and,

having wiped their firelocks and re-loaded, went in search of tho fugi-

tives. One of the pursuers found his own brother lying unarmed and

defenceless in a neighboring covert ; and regardless of his entreaties and

prayers, tho Cain-liko monster replied: '-AH this is mighty fine, but
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you aro a d— il rebel," and doliboatcly shot him dead on the spot. So,
aftor the battle of Oiinkany, whore the gallant Herkimer fell, when
Major Frey was brought a i)rioHner into Biitler'H camp, his elder brother,
ono of the tory rangers, was restrained only by force from the most infa-

mous fratricide.

The annals of the world do not furnish more atrocious acts of villainy,

than those oft performed l)y the refugees along our frontiers, during the rev-

olutionary contest. Scarcely a hamlet was spared the loss of some of its

best and most honored citizens. Scarcely a family that mourned not the
death or cai)tivlty of some loved member. Danger was in every path.
Death seemed lurking for his proy, liehind every covert. Defenceless
women and children, the aged grandsire and the sturdy youth, oft fell in
one promiscuous slaughter. No ono dared venture into the open field

without his loaded musket ; and the farms along the whole frontier were
loft tenantless and uncultivated. Their occupants had fled for safety to

the neighboring villages. The Indians '• hung like the scythe of death,
upon the rear of our settlements

; and their deeds aro inscribed by tho
tomahawk and scalping knife, in characters of blood, on the banks of the
Mokawk and tho valleys of tho Susquehanna."

Congress at length determined to execute tho project previously formed
of carrying tho war into the Indian country. Gen. Sullivan was ordered
to ascend the Sus(iuohanna to Tioga Point ; and Gen. Clinton to pass
through tho Mohawk valley to meet Gen. Sullivan at the place of ren-

dezvous. Aftor various delays caused by the character of the country
through which the march was directed, the coml>inod forces amounting
to nearly five thousand men were ready on the 22d of August, 1779, to
commence the campaign. Sullivan's orders were to destroy the Indian vil-

lages, cut down their crops, and inflict upon them every other mischief
which time and circumstances would permit, and not return vmtil the

cruelties of AVyoming, Cherry Valley and the border-setttlements had
been fully avenged. * *

After the battle of Monmouth, in 1778, Morgan's riflemen were sent to

protect the settlements near Scohario. Among those whose term of ser-

vice 'lad expired before the autumn of '79, was the bold Virginian, Timothy
Murijhy. Instead of returning home, he enlisted in the militia and con-

tinued to wage desultory war against the savages, then hovering over the
Mohawk settlements. By his fearless intrepidity, his swiftness of foot,

his pi-omptness for every hazardous enterprise, he was though a mere prL
vate, entrusted with the management of every scouting party sent out
He alway.s carried a favorite double barrelled rifle, an object of the
greatest tevror to the Indians, who for a long time wore awe stnick at its

|i

I

l!

'if A



328 II18T0KV OK IJUFKALO.

two Puncowivo (liPfliuiKi'M. In Ihc IiuikIm orKiich n skiliriil niarkHnmii, the
KFoiUcHf cxcciilion iilwtij'H lollowcd ils iiricmnn uiiii. Ho had been hcv-
craltimoH HiirpriMcd l.y Hmall Indiiui imrtit-H, but witli icimirkul.lo good
fortiiiK^ liiul tiH oltcn t'sciipcd. VVIu'ii tlio navugcM Imd Uniini'd fho inyH.

tcry of liiM doulilo rillc, knowiiij; Unit ho rniiHt ndoad iift.-r tb<' Hcfoiid dis-

chargo, (li<>y woro caiflul not to cxpono llionifolvcH until h(^ hud lirod

twice. Onco when wpHratod from his troop, lio waH Hiiddcnly Hurrounded
by a largo party of Indians. Instantly ho struck down tlio noarost foo

and fioil at liis utmost spood. licing liard pusli.'d by ono runner, wlio
alono ho had not ou(Htrii)pfd in iiis Hight, ho HuddonJy turnod and shot
him on tho hjioI. Stopping to strip Ids fallou pui-suor, ho saw unothor
closo upon him. JIo soiz<'d tho rillo of (ho dead Indian and aga'n
brought down his victim. Tho savagos sui.posing all (langcr now pasiod
ruHhod hocdlossly on with yoUs of frantic rago. Whon noarly cxhaimtc'd,

ho again turnod, and with thoundischargod barrel, fired and a third pur-
Buor foil. With savago wonder tho other Indians wore riveted to tho
spot; and exclaiming that, "ho could tiro all day without re-loading,"
gave over tho pursuit. From that hour Murphy was regarded by tho
savages as possessing a charm.'d lif(;. When Gen. Clinton passed along
tho valley of the Mohawk, on his way to Tioga I'oint, Murphy again
joined his rifle corps to share tho dangers of tho march Into tho wilder-
ness.

A few Oneida warrors joined tho expedition and acted as guides. Cor-
nelius and Ilonyerry had distinguished themselves in tho battle of Oris-
kany

;
and from the destnictivo fire of their rifles, had be<^n marked by

their foes as objects of special hatn'd. Murphy was placed in tho com-
pany commanned l)yCapt. Simpsom and Lieut, Thomas Boyd. This
was also the company in which tho late Mr. Salmon, * * served dur-
ring the expedition.

Lieut. Boyd was born in Northumberland, Penn., in the county of tho
same name, in the year 1757. His father and only sister died before tho
commencement of the Revolutionary struggle. When that contest began
th'j noble hearted widow proved herself a more than Sjmrtan mother. Sho
too had learned the great lesson of li])orty, and u as preparcul to make any
and every sacrifice in her country's cause. In (he language of cur vener-
able rresidont,* "When fire and sword had ra\;iged our frontier, when
tho rei)OBe of the defenceless settlements was disturbed by the '•avage

war-whoop, and the bloody tomahawk and scalping knife were doing^

* Major Van Campon.
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thnir w..rk of death, tl„.„ il.is ncl.l,. nmtr..,, >ruv,. !...,• 11, .-..o hohh to fio.l
.in.lh..r<..„ntry, with tlio partirijf injimction n.nvr (.. .lishonor th.-lr
Hwcrd. I,y any act of ...wurdico, ,„• .li.^nifc ll,...n l.y u nuiinciiCH C.M.r ..r

rductanco, when callwl to llu, ,M\'u,u „( h„,„,. a,ul Ciwdom." I.io.l
Willmn. her Recnd hoii had rulllllod tho niothci-'H noblo roqu.mt nn.l laid
down li.H lif,. at Hrandywin... u willing Hacrilic.. at Lis coimtrv's call.
The mould-iiMK iM.ncH of tlu- youn-est, Tho.aiN l!..y.l, now li.'l.nu.ath
tbat Nablo jiall.

All til.' n.-f..M,Mary [ircparutions iH-in^ coniplet.-d. Suliivan-« army loft
TioKu on (l.<. morning .,r (1„. 2t;th of AupiMt, 177!». Tlio In.liuns ulit-n
first infonm-d of the cont.Mn|.lal.Ml .expedition. laiiKlu'd at wl.at they Htij.-

poHfd 111." folly of a regular army attempting to travoiw tlie wilderneKs, to
drive them fron. their fuHfnesse.. When, howev.T, they ha.l l..atned that
tho campaign was determine<l uj.on, they resolved to malve an early standm defence of their croi)8 and their wigwams. Accordingly a large force,
varionsly estimated from one thousand to lifteen hundred Indians and
Rangers collecle<l near Newtown, to risk a general engagement. History
has fully recorded the particulars of this hard-fouglit action. The com-
bined forc(.s of IJritish and Savages at last tied i)recipilately across tho
river, leaving behind a large number of packs, tomahawks and scalj)ing
knives. The disasters of this terrible battle spread the utmost consterna-
tion through all tho Indian villages. Many a brave warrior had fallen.and
the death song was heard in every town. Their warriors .seemed stioick
with a panic that nothing could avert. They left their deliles and the
dangerous marshes open totlie advance of their enemies, and ile.l at their
apjiroach.

Sullivan hasteiuMl foi->vard without interruption, destroying everything
on his route. At Iloneoye he left a small force to guard the sick and
provision.s. and advanced with the utmost caution to the head of (Jone-
Hus lake. The principal villages of the Senecas were situated along the
valley of (he Genesee. A few miles from this spot, at the fonling place
of the Canasaraga, was a small town and council house, called William.s.
burgh. Little IJeardstown (so named from the chief) was just beneath
the hill, and stretched for nearly a mile from the bridge. ov<'r the creek,
almost to the cluster of houses on the main I'oad to the valley. In the
centre of the little village just at the base of this hill, stood the council
house of this lierc(; warrior and his ferociou • clan. Along th(>.se hillock.s
and for a short distance up the vall(>y, were their largest corn-Melds and
vegetable gardens. From tliese their favorile haunts their warriors had
oft, in times ot yore, wandered to the fur south and brought back the
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dcalpN of (lio Culiiwlnw, luid niviiKod tlio townn of tholr hm in tlio dl«.
tunt i)iiiiik'« of ilio MiwiHHi|,|,l ,1,1(1 Alalmnm. Tli.- ruin llicy Iind ofU'n
cari-k'd into tlio wl«\vuiiis (.r llu, ivd-mrii and tli.. IiuIh of tlio vvlilto Hot-
tloi-s, wiiH now for tlio (litt timo to full upon tli.-lf own lovod homeg.
Tiioy rcsoivod, howovor, oiieo nion! to Hliilii' in dcffnc;.. of iluir (IrosldcH,

and,i f iioHHil.lo.rtvoit Iho iniiM'ndiMK l'l"w. In iMiiMuanec* of Iho ivHoliition of
tholr council, thoy lay cjncoalod in anil.uMh at tlio lioad ofConomm lakcncar
an Indliin town, on what is at prcwMil called >• llondorson'H Flats." At tho
ttM.roach of Iho army tlu-y rone HiMldcnly upon tin, advanco >,'uar.l, which,
aflor a hrink Hkirniish, foil Lack upon liio main body. FoariiiK a ropoti-
tion of tho doHlrnctivo havoc which tlioy had already sufforod at Nowtown,
tlioy waited not Iho attack of the whoh. nniiy, Iml, having seized tho
two friendly Oneidas, lied with their iirisoner.s into tho loljai'ont forest.

Ono of thoHo captivoH had boon Sullivan's principal giiido, and had ron-
dorod many imporlant services to Iho Americans, Ho was therefore ro-
garded l>y his captors as a prisoner of no liltlo consiMnionco.

Thoro is an incident connected with his falo worthy of nolo, as pro-
Bonting a strikiiiK c<mtrast to tho inhumanity of tho tory brothers at
Oriskany and Wy(miinfr This faithful Indian had an elder brother on-
gaged with the enemy, wlio, at Iho beginning of Iho war, had oxortod
all his iiower to persuade his younger brother into tho Uritish sorvico,

but without success. At tho dose of this skirmish, the brothers mot; for

tho lirst timo since their separation, when they had respocliv(dy chosen
to travel dlfforont war-iuilhs— Iho younger a prisoner to tho old«'r. Tho
latter had no sooner recognized his brother, after tho moleo, than his

eyes kindled with tho fierce and peculiar lustre which lights up tho eyes
of a savage when meditating revenge. Approaching him haughtily, ho
spoke thus:

,. /' Brother, you have merited death I The hatchet or the war-club shall

iinish your career. AVhen I begged you to follow mo in tho fortunes of
war, you were deaf to my entreaties.

"Brother, you have merited death, niid shall have your deserts!

When the rebels raised their hatchets to tight their good master, you
sharpened your knife, you brightened your rillo, and led on our foes to

the fields of our fathers

!

•'Brother, you have merited death, and shall die by our hands!
When those rebels had driven us from tho fields of our fathers to seek
out new houses, it was you who could dare to step forth as their pilot

-and conduct them even to tho doors of our wigwams, to butcher our
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children and put um i,, ,i,.atlil N.. ciirno can l.o ffroator; Imf, though
you have morlt.Ml dnith, and Hhall <ii.. on thin Hpot, my Um,U nlmll not
IH) Htttini'd with the hlood of a bn.tli.T. Who will Htrlko ?

"

A pau,so of n inomont ..nsuod. Tho l.riKlit lmtcli(.t of Mtllo-Board
"iiHlHMl in tho air liko llKhtninK-and tho yonn^ Ondda chi.f l„y d.-ad at
hiH l« t. Thus did tho r..d warrior of the wildenesH provo hlmnolf nobler
than hiH civilized nsHociutcs.

After tho Bklnnish just alluded to, Sullivon encamped for the night ot
the ludum villaRc, an.l was d,.|ain..d the next day to build a hrhlgo over
the u.Iel and nmrnh f..r his artillery. Karly „n the evening of tho en-
cnmpnu.nt, Lieut. Ih.vd n^iuestod leave to advance with a small .letach-
ment and r.-connoiter tho next town. Tho Indian K'-hle, Ilonyerry, en-
deavored in vain to dissuade hin, from the atf.mpt. The army waH near
the re.lmen-8 Mtr.,nKh„ld. and their warricrn iurk.-.l Ixdiind every covert
JJnt tho gallant Doyd, fearlesH of all danger w , he could b,. „f service
to hiH couniry. persiHted in his re,,ueHt until the cmnent of his commander
was obtained. II,. Het o„t ujmn his perilous enterprise about sunset, with
a small ban.l, the bruve Ilonyerry acting as his guide. Murphy, ever ready
on a Hcout, joined tho troop to share in the danger of the attempt and
enjoy the excitement of fighting the savages in their own way.
Near the summit of a liill, about oiu, uiil... and a half from tho camp,

tho i)ath divided-one branch leading in the direction of Williamsl)urgh,
the other of Littie-JJeard's-town. Boyd advanced cautiously, and took
tho former jiath to tho Canasaraga. Aware of the dangers with which
ho was surrounded, he proceeded slowly, prepared for instant action
So great were the difficulties ho encountered that the night was far spent
before he reached the fir.st villag.>. Here all was silent and deserted.
The Indians had fled but a short time before, as their fires were still
burning. His little troop was too much exhausted and the night too far
advanced for his immediate return. He determined to encamp near tho
village, and at early dawn to dispatch two messengers to the camp with
information that the enemy had not yet been discovered, and then con-
tinue his search until ho learned tho position of tho enemy.

Snrely, a more hazardous enter-irise was nev(.r undertaken :-about
thirty men, seven miles from their cump, a dense forest between tho:n
and the army, before them a trackless morass, tho Indians lurking, per-
haps, behind e\ ery tree, ready to fall upon their prey. But Bovd had
offered his services for this perilous task, and he would not shrink from
its performance. Whilst his comrades are yet buried in sleq.. taking

I
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with liim tho (iaiintlcss Murpliy, lie creeps cautiously from tlio place of

concealment until be gains a view of the village. About its out-skirts

they jierceive two savages stealing along tlie woods: and in a nioment
their unerring rifles have laid their foes ])rostrato in death, and Murphy
Bhakesiu triumph th- reeking scalp of his victim. Fearing that this

occurrence would alarm the Indians liovering near, Royd thought it now
pnidont (o retire.

During that iiiglit the red warriors had not lieen idle. Littlo Beard
had summoned his braves for the work of vengeance, and the messengei-s

of Boyd never reached the camj). Urant, with five hundred warriors,

and Butler, with an equal number of rangers, at early dawn set forth

from Beard's-town to intercept Boyd and his party. Tliey selected the
spot where the two paths united, near the summit of the hill, for their

ambuscade. Concealed in a deep ravine near the adjacent path, they
were hidden by the dense forest from the view of the army, and by the

bnish-wood from the path. Whether Boyd returned along the trail from
Williamsl)urgh or Beard's-town, they knew he must pass the spot where
they lay concealed. They had wisely conjectured that, if he were at-

tacked farther from the army, he would be prepared for a bloody re-

Bistance; and that tlie first fire would hasten a large detachment to his

relief. AVhatever was done, must be accomplished in a moment; and
their success would be certain, it; as they suj>posed, he should relax his

vigilance when so near the camp.

As soon as Boyd had decided to return, he arranged his liiile troop to

avoid being thrown into confusion on a Hu<lden attack. With llonyerry

in front and Murphy in the rear, their eagle-eyes fixed upon each moving
leaf and waving bough, they marched forward slowly, and with the ut-

most caution. Five weary miles had tliey thus traversed the dangwous
route, and were beginning to descend the hill at whose ))ase the army
lay encani])ed. With rapid march they hurry on. regarding all danger

aa now jiast. But just as fliey emerge from (he thick wood into the

main path, more than live hundred warriors, with brandished toma-

hawks, rise up before them. With horrid yells tlu'y close in upon their

victims on every side. Boyd is not wanting in this fearful crisis.

Quick as thought, he jjerceives that against tlu; fearful odds—the foe

twenty times iiis own number—one chance of escajte, and liut one, re-

mains; aiul tliat the always doubtful siej) of striking at a given point

and cutting the way through the surrounding foe. At the word, his gal-

lant band lire and rush to the onset. The charge tells fearfully U])on the

dusky \\aniors. and a ray of hopit gleams upon their cloiided fortunes.
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With uubrokoii ranks-not one of his omi cornrado.s yot fal Ion -b«> re-
news the attack; and still the third time. With only eight now left he
braves the fierce encounter once a^^ain. The fearless Murphy '

in-
deed bears a charmed life, lie tumbles in the .lust (h.,. ln.-<. warrior ia
h.s path

;
and, while the rud<, savages are sl^outing witiriuui^hter, ho

and two fortunate companions escape. True to his own dauntless nature
he turns to the foe, an.l, with clenched fist, hurls at them bold defiance'
1 oor Honyerry, noted for the wonders he had wroui^i.t, at 0,'iskany and
for hi8 unwavering attachment to the American cause, falls, literally
hacked to pieces! ]3ut the unhappy 13oyd-he, the gallant and noblc-
hcarted, who never had known fear or shrunk from the n.c.st imminent
ponl-he and the e.puUly wretched Park.^r are prisoners in the hands of
the merciless enemy. At this frightful mon.ent what are the emotions
of these hapless captives? Does not the stout heart of l]ovd now beat
slowly? Is not his chck yet blanched with fear? X„ -not snch
his spirit! His courage fails him not, even now! -^ Red men "

he ex-
claims, "where is your chief? Bring me before the brave warrior'
Aye, brandish your hatchet.s, ye coward s.piaws, against the helpless'-
ye dare not strike! Your chief, I say !

" At this request, the uprai.sed
tomahawk is turned aside, and the Indian chief Brant stands before him
At the mystic signal known only to tl.os-, initiated into the secrets of tho
craft, the stern brow of the warrior is rela.ved, and IJoyd and Par-
ker are safe.

The approach of Hand's brigade causes the immediate fli-^ht of tho
Indian foe; and, in mad haste, they hurry away with t!,..ir' prisoners
leaving behind their blankets an.l the rifles of their victims. I{„t this
friendly succor com-.s too lal,..! The fearful striie is over, and the redmen are gone.

Brant leaves the unfortunate Boyd and Parker in the change of Butler
and withdraws to provide for the coming dang(>r. Wii I, painful march*
the capt.v..s pu.>.ue their cheerless route, a,„ld the tierce exultation of
the savage trilie, to the Indian village at our fe(-t.

Walter Butlei-,l,an ^vhoni not a luoiv ruthless fiend ever cursed tho
human fornii-sunmious before him tl,e two prisoners, to learn, if pos-
sil)l<>, the nuinb<.r, situation and in;..nlions of Sullivan's army His
(lueslions remain unanswered. iJoyd will not, even by a w.uM bcMray
his country-s cause. Perhap.s, relying on the plight*.! iaifh and .ene-
ror.s nature of tl„. Indian chief, lu- has no fears for the result. Ai'onnd

*The .sinews of their feet had I<e.-n cut by the Indians.

4 i



334 HISTORY OF BUFFALO.

him gather tho painted forms of the grim savages; and, with tomahawks

cutting tho air, and reeking knives thrust toward his unprotected breast,

amid tlio most hideous yells and frantic gestures, demand the life-blood

of their prey. Still tho dauntless Boyd trembles not. He disregards

tho threats of his base interrogator, and refuses to reply. Deniiiiciations

avail not—danger does not intimidate. He has been nurtured in a no-

bler school than to basely yield when he should be most firm. His coun-

try calls—his mother's parting charge is still fresh in his memory—ho

cannot faltcsr. She had engraven on his heart of hearts, deeper, far

deeper than all other sentiments, love of country ; and love of life can-

not usurp supremacy in this direful hour. But surely it cannot be that

a man educated in all the reflnemenls of civilized life—early nurtured in

tho merciful tenets of tho christian faith, against whom the noble priso-

ners have been guilty of no more heinous offence than fighting for liberty,

will—nay, ho cannot execute his bloody threat. Do you douljt, ye hap-

less pair, that such a monster lives ? Ah ! remember the bloody deeds

of Cherry Valley, and know thatsucli a monster now threatens " to give

you over to the tender mercies of the savages," clamoring for your blood.

Again the question is asked, and again Boyd shrinks not. Tho fate of

the army and the success of the expedition hang upon his firmness. lie

prefers to die, if it were possible, a thousand deaths, rather than

betray tho lives of his country's soldiere and her holy cause. He well

knows that their secret must remain unrevoaled by his lips—that on his

decision now rests the safety of the whole army ; and ho nobly clioos((8,

by his own fall, to preserve the dangerous secret locked in his own speech-

less and mangled breast. The bloody command is at last given. Littlo

Beard and his clan have seized their helpless victims. Strii)p(!d and

bound to that sapling, Boyd hears the death-knell ringing in the air, and

sees the demoniac ravings of his nithless toi-mentors, as madly they danco

around him. Tho chief takes tho deadly aim ; his glittoi'ing hatchet

speeds through the air. But no—this were too kind a fate. It quivers

in frightful proximity, just above his uncovered head. Another and yet

another follows—still they glance within but a hair's ijri'adth of his

throbbing temples. Their fury becomes too great lor so bloodless sport.

Now they tear out his nails, his eyes, his tongue, and—but the horrors of

that awful hour are too agonizing for description. The ear is pained at

tho direful tale. Tho mind revolts at the cruel reality.

Poor Parker, thine is a milder death. With one blow, your frightful

suspense, as you lay a witness of your heroic leader's anguish, and ex-

pect a similar fate, is ended.
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! Could we but conjure up the agonies of your lant hour-
could mor.al tongue disclose the secret emotions of your soul, the fierce
,m:n of your nuu.gled liml.s-every heart in this usse.nl.ly would cease to
pulsate, every cheek grow j.ale with horror. Gallant Boyd ! Thy wid-owed mother's sacred injunction has been-oh. how sacredly-oLed
Here, in Ihe depths of the wilderness, you ceased not to cherisL the spirit
oi her own noble soul; and at the immense price of the most lingc'-ingd afh, to show that your love of li.cr.y was stronger than all the ties S
1

f.. and lundred. Far away in your native village, perhaps at that veryho.„, your mother's fervent prayer, for her youngest and her darling so^w s w.ng.ng „s course .o the Mercy-seat. Little did she imagine with

CO HU.y. Oh, what wll be the fearful agony of her widowed soul, whenBbc learns your cruel fate
! Alrea.ly has she mourned your elder brother's

scl ir ""i
" ''" """" "*' ^'"'•^ ""'"'"""^' ^-'"ty-t^- summers

a e y passed over your devoted head, and your mangled corpse lies un-buried in the remote wilderness.

Talk not of Spartan daring, nor Roman lirmnes.s, to illustrate his match-
less heroism. In the excitement of battle, under the eyes of those who
^v HI honor his bravery, fh,. soldier may dare the chances of even the can-
i.on s mouth, to win utidying fame. IJut to die in the remote wildernessby the most excruciating torture-to die, too, with the power of safety
in your hands, rather than fail in your duty, even by a word-todies
where no pitying eye can behold your fate, and the last solemn rites of
sepulture cannot be performed by christian hands, with no one to bearyour dying words to your bereaved mo,her-to know and feel at thatdread hour, that her scal.ling tears will flow in torrents, when as thedreary months drag heavily by, she lingers t,. hear from some passing
«(ranger, ,1 perchance her youngest, her brave-hearted boy, yet lives_fo
die thus, for one's country-where, in the annals of the world, can you
find a jiarallel ?

''

But your blood, ye gallant men, shall not be unavenged. Ere the mor-row 8 sun .shall have gone down behind these hills, the homc-s of your sav-
age tormentors shall be smouldering in ashes, their crops prostrate, their
wives and children houseless wa.ulerers. A year shall not roll away
before they shall perish by thousands, in all the horroi-sof the most lin-
gering and loathsome disease, dependent for the humblest necessaries of
l.le upon the white man's bounty. And he, your merciless betrayer,
sha

1
llee tor life before the Oneida warrior. His pursuer, like the ange!

of death, shall not lose his prey. Hi. horse shall not save bim-the

m

w
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tangled wood shall not conceal his flight—the foaming stream shall not

hide his foot-jn-iutH. In vain shall ho beg lb r mercy—in vain shall ho

conjure the dusky vt'arrior by all that makes lifu dear, to si)are him, if but

for an hour, Tho hand of vengeance shall fall upon his head when his

crimes are thickest and blackest, llis team and prayers shall bo lost in

the rememl)rauce of his past enormities. Cherry Valley, Cherry Yalloy

!

shall your captor thunder in your guilt-stricken .soul, and deep in your

brains bury (he avenging tomahawk.

Yours, ye noble dead, though a cniel, was not an i*. '.honored fate.

Yours is the glory of marking wilh your own life-blood, the very limit of

the great struggle for American liberty. With your mav'ial garments,

dyed with your own blood, wrapjjod around your lifeless bodies, you

found a grave on the spot of your glory. Tlie insignia of your services

and of that high cause for which you fell,* have remained upon your

mouldered bones until, when, alter sixty-two years have run their round,

a grateful posterity, in .seeking for your battle field and resting place,

have been thus assured that their warm-hearted ettbrts have not been un-

successful. AVhen your lives were ofiFored up in your country's cause, on

yon battle-"Tound, your struggling countrymen had hardly dared hope for

the wonders which e now behold. That spot seemed the very verge of

safety—the farthest extreme to which their undaunted troops should ven-

ture to push their conquests. Now it is but the starting point in tho jour-

ney to its western borders. You per' xl nearly two hundred miles be-

yond tho remotest western settlement, aud now your graves are nearly two

thousand east of your country's civilization. Many millions of happy

freemen, crowned wilh tho richest blessings, now crowd her extended

limit.s—the few of your day having Iw'come a mighty nation. These few

initials, borne on your heroic breasts, then told of a dim possibility—of

a mere handful struggling for liberty, against the most jiowerful and de-

termined people cm earth. Now, how signilieant, how full of nu'aning,

are tliese three siuii)l(? letters ! What visions of past honor and of future

promise do they call up, as (ho eye rests upon them ! For more than

a half ceiitnry have your bones liorue in death, as did your martial

breasts in life, the name ofyoiu' country, unciianged, by their side. And

now they reappear, to show us, your honored jjosterity, that virtue and

heroism, whatever the cost, however momentous tho sacrifice, must re-

main, in death as in life, inseparable from (he Auu'rican soldier.

*Tho three letters '• r. S. .\." distinctly legible on the buttons which
the speaker held in his hand, Ibund witli the i)o!Hw.
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The funeral procession, which left the village of Geneseo on the morn-
ing of the solemnities, was nearly a mile in length. The remains of
those who fell on the battle-field at Groveland, had been previously de-
posited in an appropriate sarcophagus, and were followed by the citizens
living east of the river to the spot where the bones of Boyd and Parker
had been found.

At this spot, the funeral train from the east was met by that*from the
west, and by the military and civic delegations from Rochester.

Whilst these two processions halted a few rods from each other, the
Rochester Military Corps being drawn up on two sidee of the mound, the
Committee of Arrangements, with the survivors of Sullivan's army, as.
-cended to the summit; and, during the mournful air played by tbe band,
raised the urn and bore it to the hearse, where it was placed on the sar-
cophagus by tiie venerable President of the Day.

_

The campaign into the country of the Senecas, in its original incep-
tion, contemplated a combined movement of three divisions-one from
Pennsylvania, under Gen. Sullivan, one from New York, under Gen.
James Clinton, and, another from Fort Pitt, under Col. Daniel Broad-
head. This last was desigued to proceed up the Alleghany, destroying
the settlements of the Mingoes, Miamis and Senecas, on that river, pro-
ceeding northward, and uniting with that of Sullivan on the Genesee,
and co-operating in an united movement upon Niagara, the great strong-
hold of the semi-savage army. It would seem, however, that the plana
of Gen. Washington, in regard to the latter part of the campaign, were
not carried out.

Col. Broadhead left Pittsburgh on the Uth of August, 1779, at the
head of about six hundred, rank and file, and proceeded up the Alle-
ghany, but found most of the Indian settlemenls abandoned and their
houses burned. He penetrated up the river only about two hundred
miles, destroying extensive fields of corn and capturing some booty,
without encountering the Indians in any force, lie returned to Pitts-
burgh, where he arrived on the Uth of Sept., having been absent but
little over a month. The reasons for his not accomplishing the original
design of the campaign are not very apparent, unless they are to be as-
mbed to the same cause assigned by Gen. Sullivan for not prosecuting
his successes and capturing Fort Niagara, which was the want of sup-

'22
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plies, as it appears Col. Broadhead's men were provided with only thirty

days' provisions.

The following papers, relating to the history of Sullivan's campaign,

procured in Canada, it is believed have never been published, serve to

throw light upon the history of the time, viewed from a dififerent point

of observation:

CAPT. WALTER BUTLER TO MR. OORIN.

GENE9EB River, August 8th, 1779.

Sib:—I received yours of the 28th ultimo, with the articles wanted
for each of the companies of the rangers here, which must be packed up
by companies, tuid then can be divided here. You muft charge every

individual agreeable to the memorandum. The memorandum marked
for Capt. CaldwellV. company, all but two are new comers, and not

placed to any comp;;.?- v as yet; a separate book must be kept for them.

It is impossible for me to have the things sent in bulk here, and to be
charged by mo in my present situation, and. in fact, in any, would I do
it without two clerks. After you have charged agreeable to the memo-
randum, the non-commissioned ofQcers can divide the articles into small

quantities. They have copies of the memorandum.
Please send me two bear-skins. If Capt. Robinson gets up any port,

please send me a barrel, on my account.

I am obliged to you for the hooks, for now it is, that he that will not

hunt or fish, must not eat.

Give my test respects to Mrs. Robinson.

1 am your very humble servant,

WALTER BUTLER.
Mr. Gorin.

prom jno. stbdman to mr. goring, niagara.

LiTTLK Niagara, Aug. 27th, 1779.

Sir:—Yours by the bearer I received last night. I have inclosed to

you an order to pay the old grey-headed squiea (squaw ) fifty dollars for the

boy I bought of her. As the order is stoale, I dare say you will take notice

not to pay an order for the same dated Aug. 23d, 1779. I gave two
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-mall orders, for five del lara each, at the same ti.o. Yo.. will pay themas they are presented. ^

I am, sir, your nui.st and v.-ry humble servant,

MR. GoRiNo, ^lagara.

ENDORSED COPY OF A LETTER TO MR. ROn'T HAMILTOX.

n...„ Tl"
NlAQARA, S-l)t. Ifllh, 1779.DEAR Hamilton- :-A3 you have desired me to eommunieate to you allthe news from this, I shall now finish my story

Col. Butler last Sunday .norning, went from the village (where heay) tomee the rebels, and meant to attack them at a!wmp whereboy were obl.ged to cross. The Colonel, taking the advantlg of a hSlay und,scovered fro„, Sunday till the Tuesday following, though on|^^

a

Observe that they had a great numl>er of men employed making a bridgeover the swamp for the cannon and bagg.ge, whiclHhey neve leav f!al^gage guard to bring up, but always march in o.der'for battle, :i^be
p ovis.ons &o., xn tho centre. Col. Butler, hearing a firing to hisnght, imagined he was discovered and immediately flew to the p a^where they saw a party of twenty-six of the rebels and three ndian;pursuing and firing on an Indian or two, that was a little ways oft f omh rest; twenty-two of those and three Indians was immediately kieda

1
ho Lieut, and one private taken prisoners, (two escaped') SLieut was examined, and told that they were then about five thousandconsis .ng Of continental troops with tifteen hundred rifiemen, wl; ;SIX and two hree pounders and a small mortar, commanded by Gen

m^ Ten :^.^^^«°'f
«--' ««--rs-o„e regiment of five hu^ndtdmen left at Tioga and another at Genesee, which completed the whole.X thousan

;
and that they had only one month's provisions with Themand intended only to destroy the Indian country and then return.

'

Col. Butler then retreated back, for by this time, the rebels hearing thefiung, was advancing very fast toward them, and on Thursday wasobliged to leave the last village, though joined by one hundred a7d fif^

T?: ll irallV"' ^^^r^^^--^
^^--^^ retmuearrivedhe^The plain ,s all day covered with Indians, (something like people returning from English fairs.) Every man, woman and child is com 'g

i„Heave you(to)judge how busy we are. Fine times-a compJl":

ifll
'

H '4.1
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aortment of goods in store, and Taylor noiio. Three b\indred per cent.

,

and ilfty over. Be kind enough to acquaint Mr. I'ollard that his butter,

when weighed bore, was one thousand two liundred and forty-four Rnd

one-half pounds neat, for which he has credit with Mr. Robinson, at two

ihillings per pound.

ENUOBSED COI'V OF A LKTTEB TO MK. JAMKS CRESPAL.

NlAGAHA, Oct. 10th, 1780.

Dear Uncle:—Think what anxioty I feel in not receiving a line

from you this year. I am so desirous of being acquainted with the situ-

ation of my sinter and friends. Last your I sent you twenty pounds ster-

ling to pay the tailor, and the reniaindcr to be sbiired between my sis-

ters, as you should think most proper. I now send you fifteen pounds

sterling more, by the favor of Mr. John Stednian, (brother of the gentle-

man that was so kind as to bring me a letter last year from you) which

you will please to dispose of in necessaries ibr my sisters, as you may

think most proper for them in their situation. The bearer, Mr. Sted-

man, will inform you what circumstances I am in, as I am extremely

hurried at present, and the vessel just ready to sail. I therefore must

conclude with my love to Nancy, Sally and Charlotte, wi.shing them

health to do well. Pray make my respects to my cousins and Mr. Bas-

tie, and all inquiring friends, and if I have another o])poriunity, you

may depend on hearing from me n)oro fully. If convenient, send me,

next year, two neat German flutes and a collectiim of all the new songs,

-Set to music, that have been published lately, which will greatly oblige

Your Nephew,

F. GORING.
Direct to mo at Niagara, to the care of Mr. Rob'tCruikshank, Montreal

Niagara, Dec. 10th, 1781.

SrR:— I would be very much obliged to you if you would set my ser-

vant at work to but (put) the corn into bags as soon as possible, and I

would thank you greatly if you would sent (send) it over the carrying

place as soon as the servant returns, as I am very much in want of it at

present. If there is not bags enove (enough,) I wish you would lot mo
have some, and I shall sent (send) them back immediately.

I am. Sir, your humble servant,

JANE POWELL.
To Mk. Bennett.

Superscribed to Mr. James Bennett, at Little Niagara.
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Mr. James Duano wlio had boen a dologati? from this State, in Congress,
communicated to the Governor, tlie following views in regard to the
treaty at Fort Stanwix:

Great difficulty arises fiom the inteiferance of the proposed treaty
with the authority and views of Congress. Five of the Six Nations
of Indians are at open war witli the United States. The general
treaty of peace doth not mention or extend to them ; Congress
therefore on the ninth article of the confederation claims the ex-
clusive right to make this iieaco and if the tribes are to be con-
sidered as independent nations, detached from the State and abso-
lutely unconnected with it, the claim of Congress would be uncontrovort.
able. There is then an indispensable necessity, that these tribes should
be treated as ancient dependants upon this State, placed under its pro-
tection with all their terrritorial rights, by their own consent, publicly
manifested in solemn and repeated treaties, (of this there is sufBcient
evidence) and particularly by the deeds of 1701, and 172G, which though
in the name of the King, were obtained at the expense of the people of
the State, and for their benefit. On this groimd the tribes in question
may fall under tlie character of members of the State with which Con-
gress have no concern. But the spirit of the message from the Indians
renders it questionable whether they will submit to be treated as depend-
ants. The piece bears a strong appearance of a British emissary in its

manner and composition. The Indians used to be respectful in their ad-
dress. This is familiar and even impertinent. They assume a perfect
equality, and instead of contrition for their perlidions behavior, seem
even to consider themselves as the party courted and solicited for recon-
ciliation and favor.

This then, will be a point to be managed with skill and delicacy. Nor
will any care bestowed on it be misapi)lied, for besides the respect
which we owe to the Union, our own particular honor, interest and safety
require that those tribes should bo reconciled to the idea of being mem-
bers of the State, depending upon its government and resting upon its

ii I
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protection. If wo adopt the diagract-liil Bystom of (lattoring thorn as
great and mighty nations, wo shnll onco nioio liko tho Albanians, '<bo
their tools and slaves, am' i'uH r.^olutMii in my oycs will have lost more
than half its value.

From those obsorvivtior.s it will follow that tho stylo, as well as the sub-
stance of the communications on tho part of the Government are very
material, and I may add, that instead of comforming to the ceremonies
practiced among th(> Indians it would bo wise to bring them to adoi)t
gradually our fgrnis. At an interview with snnio « > ,»hern rfndians, a
committee of Congress adoi)ted tliis idea, and told tho Indians it was not
the usage of Congress to deliver strings or belts.

1st. Then, if it will not be too groat and hazardoun nn innovation,
which r think is not to be apprehended, I would use neither belts nor
strings in any communication. Instead of it, all messages or communi-
cations sliould be signed or scaled or both.

2(1, I would never sulTer the word "Nation," or " Six Nations." or

"Confederates," or "Council Fire at Onondaga," or any other form
which would revive or seem to confirm their former ideas of independ-
ence, to escape. I would say nothing of nuiking peace or burying tho

hatchet, for that would be derisive to Congress, perhaps very justly.

But I would study to carry on tho intercourse (for I object even against

the term treaty which seems too much to imply e(piality) with as much
plainness and simplicity as possible, and as if I was actually transacting

business with the citizens.

3d. As to the substance of tho sjwech, it may be introduced by observ-
ing, that the return of the tribes into the Stale, and the eagerness of our
citizens to obtain settlements in tho western countries led to the appre-
heusion that mutual resentment, and animosity might break forth into

outrage and hositility, disturb the peace so lately established and render
a reconciliation altogether impracticable. That tlieso considerations
had induced mo to consent to the present meeting. * * *

4th. The style by which the Indians are to bo addressed is of moment
also. They are used to be called Brethren, Sachems and Waniors of the
Six Nations. I hope it will never be rej)eated. It is suflTicient to make
them sensible that they are spoken to without complimenting twenty or
thirty Mohawks as a nation, and a few more Tuscaroras and Onondagas as

distinct nations. It would be not less absurd than mischievous. They
should rather be taught, by separating from the Oneidas and entering
into a wicked war, they had become wretched and destroyed themselves,

and that the public opinion of their importance had long since ceased.
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copy OF A I.ETTEU OF AUTIIUIl LKE AND KRHAUl) IIITI.ER TO GOV.

CLINTON.

New York, August 10th, 1784.
Sir — As CommiHsioners appointed by Congress to negotiate treaties

with the Indians, wo wish to hear from your Excellency, if measures are
taking for raising tlie a.'uied force recommended by Congress for the pro-
tection of those treaties. Nothing now prevents the Commissioners from
entering upon the business, but tlie want of such force to garrison the
frontier posts, or i)rotect the negotiation. We therefore beg the favor of
your excellency to inform us what measures you have taken for raising the
quota of this State and when wo may rely upon its being ready for ser-

Ticc.

We have the honor to be with great respect.

Your Excellency's Most Ob't Humble S> t,

ARTHUR LEE,

RICHAFT) BUTLER.
His Exckli.enoy Gov. Clinton.

REPLY OF GOV. CLINTOV.

Albany, August 13th, 1784.

Gentlemen — Your letter of the 10th of this month, by Mr. Monroe,
has just been handed me.

The recommendation of Congress to the State to raise from the militia

a certain number of trotr > for the purpose of garrisoning the frontier
posts and protecting th. oatics to be held with the Indians, did not reach
me till some time in July. The Legislature of the State who alone were
competent to this businera, had then dispersed, after a session, which
from the peculiar circumstances of the State, had detained them from
the fall until late in the spring, and it was not only my opinion, but that
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Of every mombor of tho LcgiBlivtiiro, whom I had opportunity of con-
snltinff, that it would then bo impnioticablo to convene them together,
nor indeed did tlie urgeney of the cnHo weem to ie((tiire tlmt they should
bo put to 80 K'eiit inconvenience; for thougli they liad iisHeinbled and
complied with tho recommendiition of Congrew, it would Imvo been al-

ready too lute in the wenHon to have eHtablished the KarrisonH for which
the trooi.8 were required, and besides 1 had received information in n
manner which deserved credit, and which, ConRreHH could not bo
apprised of, at tho time, that althoup;h tho deflnitivo treaty was offl-

daily received in Canada, no ord.'rs had como from Europe for evacua-
ting tho posts, and have good reason to believe that until such orders are
received, no measures will bo taken for that purpose. If thereforo tho
Legislature were to raise a permanent force, as recommended, they could
not bo applied to tho purpose proposed and would only l»e a useless addi-
tion to expenses, which wo are already too littlo al)lo or disposed to dis-
charge. I conceive myself, however, authorized to draw Irom tho mili-
tia a force sufficient, should any be necessary, to protect the Commission-
ers of Congress in any negotiation with tho Indians and this will in a .

grcit measure save tho unnecessary expense attending a present perma-

"

neat force. Tho Indians of the Six Nations, whom I have requested to
convene at Fort Schuyler have advised me that they will bo accompanied
by deputies from other nations, possessing the territory witliin the juris-
diction of tho United States; I shall have no objections to your improv-
ing this incident to tho advantage of tho United States, expecting, how-
ever, and positively stipulating that no agreement be entered into with
the Indians residing within the jurisdiction of this State, (and with
whom only I mean to treat) prejudicial to its rights.

These engagements being made on your part, you may rely on every
exertion in my power, and that of my colleagues to promote tho interest
of the United States

; which I (latter myself no State in the Federal
Union has at any time more cheeifully and efficiently supported than
this.

I have the honor to be, &c., &c.,

GEO. CLINTON.
The Ho.v. IJioii'd Butlku am) AitTiruu Lkk, Commissioners of the

United States for Indian Alfairs.
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COPY <)»• 1 I.KTTKR FIlOll MR. OOUrNO TO MR. K. POLLARI).

NudARA, Sept. 12th, 1779.
DiAR Sir:—Your favor of tho 2Ctli July [ received per Mr. Forsyth

of tho 2Rth ultimo
j alHo a letter from Lieut. Harrow, which I took care

to forward. Prior to the receipt of yours, 1 had already crodited you
for the 1701b oat meal at 6d per pound. You have also another credit
for 2,000 tti (lour, which is charged to Wm. Lyons, Uio baker, at 408. per
cwt.

;
that quantity, be inforines me, you paid him for, tho morning you

left this. I have waited on Mr. Bliss several times, in order to settle the
butter account, but have been always put off by bis saying ho hag not
time at present to weigh it, nor wiil not take it by invoice. Indeed, ho
is a very litigio\iR, troublesome gentleman to deal with, but hope in a
few days to bring him to a settlement—I having been very busy drawing
out another Indian account for £.5.808. There is like to bo a very great
change in our house in a short time, having onco more taken an account
of stock, &c., but everything is kept entirely secret from me.

Yesterday came in Capt. Powell from Canawagoris, where he loft Col.
Butler two days before in perfect health and f-pirits. lie informs me
their first attack with the rebels was about fifteen miles from Shimango,
where Col. Butler made a breast-work, which the rebels observed, and
with two six, ftnd four three pounders and smnll mortars, in half an
hour obliged Col. Butler to retreat. On tho same day, a few miles from
this. Col. Butler attempted again to stop them, but in vain. In this at-
tack tho Colonel lost four rangers killed, two taken prisoners, and seven,
wounded-thrco Senecas and one Cyugo (Cayuga) killed. Your eon,
John Montour (not Roland) was shot in tho back, and tho ball lodges in
him; however, he is likely to do well, for in a fow days after, he, with
twenty Indians, stopped tho pass of tho ad\anced guard of the rebels,

which was upwards of one thousand, and obliged them to retreat In

n

m

||!1
:



346 niSTOEY OF BUFFALO.

thiB action Col. Butler and all his people wai: surrounded, and was very
near being taken prisoners. The Indians here all run away, being
struck with a panic, and has not been able to gather till very lately.
The Colonel retreated to Canadasagoe, but since that is now come to the
last village, which is Canawagoraa. The rmmber of the rebels is not
known for certain. Young Clement, from the top of a tree on a hill,

counted upwards of five hundred tents atid seven pieces of cannon, and
a great quantity of live cattle which they drive with them, and keep
such clo.se order that a prisoner cannot be taken, though the Indians are
often very close to them, which they no sooner see when a whole regi-
ment fires, even at one man. The rebels has since been joined by 2,800,
three large parties from Crokin's lake slope-house, and the whole of their
army is thought to be about six tliousand, under the command of three
Generals-Sullivan, Markfleld and Hands. The Indiana are deter-
mined, to a man, to dye with Col, Butler, rnd have r^jquested of
Col. Boulton to send all the men he can, which a few days ago he sent
sixty men, mostly the light infantry, with Licuts. Coote and Pepyat,
and two grass-hoppers, and by the next vessels expects one hundred
from Carleton Island, and as many more from Detroit, which are to go
immediately to join Col Butler, as they mean once more to try their
fait. Live or die—is the word all through their camp. Lieuts. 8t. Magin
and Harkimer are expected in every day from the Colonel's with ninety
rangers, who are all sick, which is a great loss to Col. Butler at this
critical juncture.

Lieut. Dochstedcr writes from the Ohio that a party of rebels has de-
stroyed several Indian villages, with all the corn. He also informs me
that a party of Indians going on a scout in three canoes, was fired on by
a scout of rebels from the shore, which killed three, among which was a
son of yours, the eldest and handsomest of the white boys, that was for-
merly married to your daughter, Belle Montour.

ENDORSED COPY OF A LETTER TO MR. JAMES CRESPAL.

NiAOARA, Oct. 14th, 1780.
Dear Uncle :-0n the 10th inst. I writ you a short letter, which I

hope will come safe to hand, enclo.sing a duplicate of the bill which you
have hero enclosed, for fifteen pounds sterling, on James Phyn, merchant,
which you will please distribute among my sisters in necessaries, as may
best suit their stuation. In my letter of last year I sent you twenty
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pounds sterling, to be divided in like manner (after paying the tailor)
which I hope you received, but my not receiving a line from you this
year, gives me a great deal of uneasiness, especially when I heard that
Capt. Gibiion, of the vessel Montreal, was arrived safe, to whom I
look most for letters, as Mr. Cruickshank informed me you was particu-
larly acquainted with him. Still I will not think it any neglect of yours,
as I am informed that a number of the Quebec fleet are taken, which I
dare say is the occasion of my disappointment.

I have (piite altered my mind since I wrote you last, when I mentioned
that I should stay in the same capacity I was then in. I have lately en-
tered into partnership, l,y the approbation of some friends, with two
others; built a hous;> and have now the pleasure to inform you that I am
doing business for myself, being determined either to " win the horse or
loose the saddle."

Though I believe there is no place in America so dangerous as this
communication for a young beginn.T, owing to the gi-eat losses that are
sustained in bringing up goods. When they leave Montreal, they are
brought near three lumdred miles in batlocs, and often times obliged to
be carried in many places, on account of the great rapids which are in
this river; then shipped on Iward of vessels in order to cross Lake Onta-
rio, which is near two hundred miles further, l)efore they reach Niagara;
therefore, you may imagine to yourself what trouble there is in getting
goods tliis length and what the experience must be.

I expect that you will receive this per the hands of Mr. Thomas Rob-
inson, my late employer, who has resigned business here. If he should
call, pray show him all the civility you can, on my account, as he has
always showed a groat deal of kindness to me, and he will give you a
particular account of my conduct over since I have lived at Niagara,
which is now upwards of four years, which when I think of the liberty
and pleasure I had when at home, and compare them with the confine-
ment whicli I have had ever since I have been here, where there is not
the least thing that affords amusement, often ma'ies me very serious

; to
be confined in this country among hardly anythi ig but Indians which we
have at times thousands, these are employou at a very extravagant rate
by Government to massacre the poor inhalntauts of the frontiers of the
Colonies. The scenes that are daily practiced by these inhuman butch-
ers dare not be described. In short 1 his place is shut up from all society
of human creatures, therefore if over chance should tlirow me in your
way, you must expect very little from one who has lived among savages
so long, however, I shall do all in my power to help my poor unhappy
family.



348 HISTORY OF BUFFALO.

Mr. Cniiekshank has lost a considerable venture this year by the ves-
sels being taken, in which was his cargo, which has been a disappoint-
ment to mo as I every year had a quantity of silver work from him, such
as buckles, spoons, cups, ear-bobs, &c. If you can supply with such arti-
cles the next year, you may depend on the payment in the fall. Let me
know and I will send you a list of such articles as I shall want. For the
present, if you can conveniently, send mo three dozen of the neatest and
newest fashioned shoe and knee buckles, one dozen good and neat silver
table spoons and two of tea spoons, with four pair of sugar ton-s I
must entreat of you to let me know this as soon as possible, and pray write
a little ottenor and by more opportunities as I am sure yon may bo of
great service to me in other matters as well as this. You can send any-
thin • to mo by Capt. Gibson of the Montreal, and direct them to the
care of Mr. Cniiekshank, who I am sure will serve us both in anything of
this kind. °

I cannot at present say much of my health. I am troubled with the
ague which has pulled me down very much, l^nt the cold weather is now
coming on which will drive that away, as it has done often before

I cannot help mentioning that last winter was the severest that was
o^ or f.iL here. Our river was frozen over for seven weeks, so that horse
and sley could pass, which was never known to be froz." over before ow-
ing to the great rapidity of the water from the falls. The snow in the
woods eight foot on a level ground.

Believe mo dear Uncle, in comity.

Your Most -Vtfectionate Nephew,

F. GORING.

EDWARD roi.r.Aiin to MU. R OORIXV}.

MoNTKAL, fith October, 1781.
Dear Sm- On the arrival of Mr. Streei, I was surprised and con-

cerned at ),eing informed at your having dissolved the conneclion you
80 lately had engaged iu which by every account, (for a beginner,) was
advantageous and in particular at a season of the year that must j.ut
you out of emi.loy six months and that in an expensive place. Mr.
Street told me you Intended to write me by the next opportunity after he
came away, but as that hath elapsed and my stay will be only a' Irw days
longer heiv, I enclose you the order U.v Ihe company's nexl year's supply,
and am with wishing you success,

Vour friend and hiiiuljle servant,

Mu. F. (Uuusn.
EmXRD POLLARD
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Niagara. March 7th, 1781.
By the anthority I have received from His Excellency Gen. Haldemaud,

Governor and Conunander-in-Chiof in and over the Province of Canada
and the frontier thereof, &c., Ac. &c., I hereby permit Messrs. Goring,
Street and Bennett to erect a store-house on a parcel of ground at the
lower landing, measuring sixty feet in front and thirty feet in depth,
bounded by the bank of the river on the wosi, by the foot of the hill on
the south, and by the head of the cradle-ways on the noi-th. But the
condition of this permission is such that the said Messrs. Goriu<r, street
and Bennet, their heire, executors, administrators or assigns, shall not
in any wise consider this ground as private property, but as entirely in-
vested in the Grown, and the building liable to be removed or burnt at a
moment's warning, whencvcu- the commanding officer of this post for the
time being, tinds it essential for his majesty's service so to do.

'

Nor is
the aforesaid Messrs. Goring, Street and Bennett, their heirs, axccutors
administrators or assigns, to sell or dispose of any part of the building
they may erect, without a permission in writing from the commanding
otiicer ot this post. For all provisions, stores, &c., stored in said store-
house on account of government, the said Messrs. Goring, Street and
Bennett, shall bo paid six pence, New York currency, per barrel.

G. II. WATSON POWELL,

„r , ,
'ji'igadier-General.

We agree to the above.

GORING, STREET & BENNETT.

TO MK. OOHINO, NIA(fAlJA.

LiTTLK NiAUAUA, Nov. 23d, 1779
Sm:-Mr. Abbet desired me to mention to you aud Mr. Hamilton of a

box of candles he left at Niagara as he passed. Mr. Haud. his clerk
has wrote, if it can be found, you will be good enough to forward it by
the sam. opportunity you will have, as there is some things to be sent
up to the officers at Detroit, and to go by this vessel.

I am, Sir. yours, &c.,

JNO. STEDMAN.

ENDORrtKI) I.KTTKlt FKOM Ml{. .IOU\ WAUKKN.

11

Four EuiE, 1st January, 1780
DhabS.b:-! promised to let you know how I got up, but have, till
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now, not been able to write, occasionerl by one of the borridest nngers
that ever took the place of a left hand.
How it came I know not; only this I know-that I have got very little

rest ever since I left Niagara. From the npper joint to the entire point
It IS one piece of proud flesh, which does not a little surprise me, as I
was of opinion (until hereby convinced) that I had very little of that
kind m my composition.

I beg yon will be so good as to send by Corporal Reed, two and one-
half yards second cloth, with buttons, lining, twist, &c., &c., to make a
coat and waist-coat, as I entirely forgot it when I was below. The color
If blue or inclining that way, will best answer; if not, any other coloi'
whic. you yourself would fancy for a winter suit, will answer. This
and one pound stone blue, and half a dozen pounds of raisins, if to be
had, the Corporal has promised to take care (of,) which please to leth.m have, nnd at the bottom of your letter please send me account, as Iwant to keep my debts in view, to prevent their swelling imperceptibly
beyond my reach.

<= i i j

I hope St. John used you all veil while he staid. Had I remained
this ugly finger of mine would not let me have bawled one single verse
in his praise, for I assure you I did nothing but grin the whole day, and
grew 80 sulky that . did not so much as drink one glass to congratulate
his arrnal.

I wish you could spare us one doctor from Niagara-one would
hardly be niissed among so many-but not any of your commissary kill-ing ones. I forget that gentleman's name that stops with you-the manwtth the two bead, both of which wear his wig by turifs. Howe'r
without any joke, I at present stand much in need of one. I was think
ing of sending my finger down by the Corporal, but have deferred it, asho IS to bring me up some bh.e stone, from which, and some sal^e Ibroughfup with me, I promise myself to effect a cu- •

I have said enough to tire any man of more patience than you, and all
abotit a rotten finger. Perhaps many people would not have said somtich abou a whole hand. Well, I wish any per.son had mine, and theymay be welcome to say what theyplea.se. I shall say no more than
that I am, Sir,

Your very humble servant,

M» i?„.v n "^^^^ WARREN.
Mr. Francis Gorixo.
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[page 155.]

NUMBER AND DATE OP SALE BY DEED, OF ALL TUE LOTS IN THE ORIGINAI
SURVEY OK NEW AMSTERDAM, OR BUFFALO, BY TUE HOLLAND LAND
COMPANY, WITH -THE NAME OF THE PURCHASER OF EACH LOT.

. 1, Zerah Phelps, September 11th, 1806.

. 2, Samuel Pratt, April 20th, 1807.

. 3, William Johnston, October 27th, 1804.

4, Jane Elizn Locouteulx, July 28th, 1815.

5, Richard M. Green, February 1st, 1805.

6, Vincent Grant, July 8th, 1S08.

7, Samuel Tupper, August 28th, 1805.

8, Oliver Fonvard, May 24th, 1813

9, Asahel Adkins, September 5th, 1806.

10, John Mullett, November 16th, 1812.

11, John Landis, October 10th, 1811.

12 and 13, Ebenezer Waldcn, September 1st, 1810.
14 and 16, Jamos W. Stevens, September 10th, 1810.
16, David E. Evans, April 2d, 1810,

17, Oziol Smith, December 18th, 1809.

18, William Wood, May 23d, 1815.

19, John Gilbert, February 21st, 1816.

20, Joseph Stocking, August 28th, 1826.

21, Aaron Brink, January 10th, ISU.
22, Asa Coltrain, May 25th, 1814.

23, Oliver and Susan White, May 7th, 1829.
24, Moses Baker, May 8th, 1826.

25, Elias Ransom, April 23d, 1813.

26, Moses Rt>kcr, Auo-ust 23d, 1833.

27, Jonatl'a:iSi<lway, January 3d, 1826.

ler Lot, No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

ho No.

do No.

do No.

do No.

do No. 28, Charlos D-. vif,, April 8th, 1830.
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Inner Lot

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

No

No

No

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No,

29, Silas A. Forbes, April 16th, 1831.

30, William Johnston, August 15th, 1804.

.^1, Erastus Granger, July 31st, 1805.

32, William Johnston, October 27th, 1804.

33, Birdsoy Norton, October 7th, 1807.

34, Nathaniel Norton, July 15th, 1806.

35, James McMahan, May 17th, 1823.

36, Samuel McConnell, May 19th, 1813,

37, John Ellicott, May 6th, 1811.

38, Abel M. Grosvenor, May 30th, 1812.

39, Samuel Pratt, Jr., November 17th, 1810,

40, Cyreneua Cbapin, January 17th, 1810,

41, Eli Hart, September 1st, 1810.

42, St. Paul'rt Church, June 14th, 1820.

43, First Prt;
! vterian Society, December 12th, 1820.

44 and 45, William Peacock, June 2d, 1810.

46, Elijah JOfech, November 10th, 1812.

47, John Haddock, April 29th. 1814.

48, T,<;itia Ellicott, May 6th. 1811.

49, JubaStorrs, January 10th, 1811,

50, Bennett Stillman, January 16tb, 1811.

51, Benjamin Ellicott, May (ith, 1811.

52, Joseph Ellicott, May 6th, 1811.

53, Gamaliel St. John, January 24th, 1810.

54, Otis R, Hopkins, Apiil 22d, 1814.

55, James Miller, Oct, 25, 1824.

56 (part of,) William Wood, June 20th, 1816.

" " Elibu Pease, May 7th, 1818.

" " Lester Brace, May 8th, 1818.

" " Seth Grosvenor, April 24th, 1818.

.
" *' Gilman Folsom, May 28th, 1817,

. 57, David Burt, November 20th, 1830, &c., &a
58, Moses Baker, January 1st, 1822.

59, William J. Wood, May 22d, 1823.

58 and 59, James Chapin, August 5th, 1811.

60, E'ias Ransom, June 14th, 1811.

61, Asa Fox, December 18th, 1813.

C2, Ruben B. Heacock, November 13th, 1813.

63, Ebenezer Johnson, April 25th, 1814.

64, Henry Roop. August 29, 1831.
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Inner Lot

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do
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do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No,

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

23

6.% r.(i, (17 an.l (18, B„„j. E„ic„tt, April 2.1. 1810.
69, Smith II. Salislmry,Sc-ptc.ml.orlGth, 1812.
70, R B. Iloacouk, I)i!coml)cr 27th, 1821.
71, Soth Grosvenor, April 21st, 1818.
72, Oliver Forward, Decciiiher 18th, 1813.
73, Benjamin Haines, August lf)th, 1815

"

^'*' N'^""»n l>"<llt'y, March 2i)th, 1815.
75, Gilman Folsum, April 2d, 1814.
76, Cyrenii.s Chaj.in, March 8th, 1811
77, Walter P. Groosbeck, May 20th, I8r{
7«,l)avi.n3nrt and G. II. Goodrich. June 24th, 1823.
' '' '^''^iStron-. Ai)ril KUh, ISJO.

'
«"• ^''orge Keith, April I7th, 1H]0.

«1, William IJaird, May 16th, 1814.
H2, Nathaniel Vosl,ur-h, Oclober KUh I8'>.1
83, Trustees M. E. Church, Oclober 15,h. ]8'^1
84, Sylvester Mathews, January 20th, is'JO
85 and part of 80, S. II. Salisbury, March 20th, 1820.So and 8(i (part of,) P. ij,„n,tM.\.b. ,i,h, is'^j
85 and 86 (part of,) Eni.stu.s (Jilbert, Feb. 5th 1826
8^>

and 86 (part of,) Miles P Squier, July i3th, 182.5.

8
and

8,
A. II. Tracy and .lohn Lay, J.... Dec. 28, 1.29,

8-' (part of,) Geo. IJ. Habcock, Noven.ber JO.h, ik30
" Archibald S. Clark, Hejit. 20ih, Lsig.

15arent I. .S(aai.s, January 5th, 1830.
riatt and Clarv, Sei)tember 27th. 1829.
Sylvester Chambt-rlin. April 26th, 1826

'•
•• Moses Hake,-, November 17th, 1825 andJune lOth, LS'i.j. ' "

92, Thomas C. Lovo, January 20th. 1823.
93, First Baptist Society, January 17th 182'>
9L (part of.) Denison Lathrop, July 2d, 1823^
'' "

^^''ilt^TM, Seymour, Junnaiy 5th, 1827
95 and 96, Ebenezer Johns.m, December 20th 1S25"
97, 98 and 99, G.H. Goodrich, June (ith IS'^J

"

100 and 101, Ebene;cer Johnson, August 9, h, LS24
102 and 103, David E. Evans, April 5th, 1811.
104, Jes."o Bivens, Sept. 25ih, 1813.
105, G.lman Folsom, April 24ili, 1818.
106, Oliver Newbury, Dec. 13ch, 1825.

(10,

91,

!•;! if^
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Inner Lot No. 107, Sally Groosbeek. August 27th, IS2!).

do N), " (i)urt of.) ChurloH T. Hicks, January 7tli, 1825.

do No. 108 and 10!), (|uit-claun to TnistooH IJufTalo village,

Soplembor 20tl), 1821, ami (o city, Jainiary 2d, 18;J3.

do No. 110, Amos Callender, December lOtli, 181G.

do No. Ill and 112, TnislecH Ruflalo villafre, Sciitember 20th,

1821, city of IJulfalo, January 2(1, 18;i,'}.

do No. li:i, (part of,) Slei)ben K. Grosvenor, Aju-il 2l8t, 1818.

do No. •' •• Ccoi'K(« W. Fox, January 20tb, 1817.

do No. Ill, K. Jobnson and S. Wilkcson, January 18tb, 1825.

do No. 115, (lai't of.) Wni. Kcane, Juiu; 8Ui, 1820.

do No. '• " S. G. Austin, January ;Jd, 1828.

do No. IIC), Henry Lake, l)eeenil)er, 2(')tii, ISO!).

do No. 117, K. 1!. Heaeoek, May Idlb, 181-1.

do No. 118, John 15. Stone, August 8tli, 1827.

do No. 119, E. Johnson and S. Wilkeson, December 20tli, 1825.

do No. 120, (iiartof,) Albert U. Tracy, Seiiteml)er 0th, 1828.

do No. '• " Daniel Dri.stol, September 9th, 1828.

do No. 121, Joseph Clary, September 28th, 1825.

do No. 122, George Stow, April 2Gtb, 1820.

do No. 123, James Demarest, Febriniry 22d, 18.30.

do No. 124, John Lay, Jun., September 1st, 1825.

do No. 125 and 12G, Ezekiel Folsom, September 12th, 1829.

do No. 127, Kbenezer Johnson, July 28th, 1820.

do No. 128, do do Novemlter 5th, 1829.

do No. 129, Jonathan Sidway, November lltli, 1828.

do No. 130, 131 and 132, Thomas C. Love and Henry IL Si7X>r,

July Lst, 1828.

do No. 13.3, (part of,) William Williams. September 10th, 1831.

do No. " " Koswell Chapin, October 30th, 1830.

do No. 1.31. 135, 1.30, 137, and 138, El)enezer Johnson and Sam-
uel Wilkoson, January ISIh, 1825.

do No. 139, Samuel Wilkoson, December 17th 1825.

do No, 140, (part of,) Moses Ferrin, September 14th 1825.

do No. >> " Samuel Wilkeson, September 14th, 1835.

do No. 141 and 142, Jonathan Sidway, January 3d, 1820.

do No. 143, Cuy II. Goodrich, F(^bruary 22d, 1H30.

do No. 144 and 145, Helinda Lathrop, April 10th, 1825.

do No. 140, Elizabeth A. Harnes, August 20th, 1830.

do No. 147 and 148, Christopher and John D. Woolf, March

26lh, 1826.
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Innor Lot

i!o

do

do

tlo

tlo

tlo

do

do

do
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do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

No.

No.

No.

No,

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

do No,

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

If!), m and ir.I. E,„a,n„.i ^vu,u^,, j„„„ jgu,, jgig
^'-. |>;i und lo.J. J,.n.,niah Staa.s. J-Vhrmuy 4tl., 1833.
!•>.•, narciitl. Sla;i(.s. Maic!, ]2(i,, J,S2!)

\^' "'""''• ^'^' '•'^'•'>"x..lam,a.7 6(h, 1825.
.8, nlano Insmanc.. Co,„i,any, Juno 22d, 1825.

i'>J, Wilhuni Kcanc, Sc«i)tfnil,..i' 14(1,, 1827
KlOand lOl, Jonatliau Sidway, Noven.h.r" IJth, 1828.
n,-, .su.,,l„.„ G. AiLstin, Soptember 131],, 1830.
1()3, WaUci-M. Seymour, Janiiaiy .'illi is''7

PoU:.'u
' y^:-

'''' ^'"- ^^' '''' 1'^^ 1-^. -a 175,itUn lIiiydcK-oiK'i-, August 8lli, 1825.
17(i, David Ros.so, June 21st, 1808.
177, Josqih I). Iloyt, June 21st, 1815.
178, MoK'.s IJiislol, January IKli, ]825.

•
1^-^'A dart of.) Tlu.odore Cohurn, January 13(h, 1832.

'•
^

'• '^^ '"'<1 J- Town.sond, January 13tb, 1830.
Ji>0, banuK'l liell, Doccinl.or 23d, 1810.
181, William Koano, July8tli, 181,5.

1S2, Nath. Wilgus, SoptL-mlitT 1st, 1831.
18;}. Ehonczor Waldcn, Decombor 9th, 1830

nstXw''
""'"""''"'' '^''^"'"'' ^'>'"''y> November

I8(i, Horace Gridin, February 27th, 1826.
187, Noye.s Darrow, January 2(illi, l><32.

'

188, II. J. Redlield, March 31st 1813.
18!) and 1!)0, Jonas Harrison, March IGth, 1814
101 an<I 102. ,lo do May Uth, 1819.

*

193 and 191, Tounsond & Coit, December Ulh, 181G
190 and 19(i, John E. Marshall, April 12th, 181G.
197, Selh Grosvenor, November 10th, 1818.
198, Gilman FoLsom, Jr., July 22d, 1830.
199, Caleb Gillett, August 31st, 1825.

200, (part of;)GilnuinFo!s,)m, Jun., January 22d, 1828
liiehard E. Sill, January 22d, 1828.

201, Denison Lathrop, November 3d, 1825
202 and 203, M. A. Andrews, July2Gth, 1828.
204, Elon Galusha, June 2lst, 1824.

205, Henry H. Sizer, July 16th, 1833..
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Inner Lot No. 200 (part of), Elijah I). Kinor, November 2d, 1822.

do No. '• '> Kliiis lliil)lmnl, " '< "

No. 207, E. JoliiiHon ami S. Wilkoson, January 18th, 1825.

No. 208, " ('
_ July ist, 1824.

No. 2()i). Jolm A. Liizcll, .riiiiimry 27tli, 182(i.

No. 210 and 211. i:. Jolmsoii and S. Wilkcson, Jan-

nary IMtli, 1S2.-).

No. 212, Alnm- IJrynnt, January 27th, 1826.

No. 21H. Jonathiin Sidway, Janimry .'U.st, 1822.

No. 211, I'Jiiiis lluhliard. .\iixiist IDlli. 182,5.

No. 21.5, Thomas Coatswoilli, June .'tl)lh, 182.3.

No. 21(i. Ira A. Itlnssom, .May Kith, 1827.

"Watt-r Lot No. 5, Abraham Lai/.clcrc. NovomlK-r l-Sth, 182,'5.

do No. (!, f^aniui'l IJarlicr, October l.'JIh, 1S23.

No. 7. 8 and !), ChaH. Townnend and (Jeorgc Coit (part of,)

Sei)temher 2(;tli. 182;f.

No. !), (part of.) C. Towiisend, fjeo. Coil, S. Wiliioson, E.

Johnson, Septeml)er 2(}th, 1823.

No. 10, S. AVilkcson and E. Johnson, November 1st, 1823,

No. 11, Jonathan Sidway, Ainil 23d, 1824.

No. 13, Hiram Pi alt. Septemlier 24tli. 1823.

No. 14, Elislnv C. Iliekox, Si'plendKr 24th. 182.3.

No. 15 and 10, S. Tliomiisun, IL Thiimpson and J. L. Bar-

ton, Dec. 2d. 1823.

No. 17, G. B. Webster. February 18th, 1824.

No. 18. 19 and 20, Samnel Wilkeson, Alay 8th, 1828.

Outer Lot No. 1, Louis L(^Couleulx, Dec. (ith, 1821.

do No. 2 and 3, Benjamin Ellieott, April 2d, 1810.

No. 4, .Joshua (Jillett, September Ist, 1810.

No. 7. 8, !) and 10, Wni. Peacock, April 2d, I.'IO.

No. 11, David E. Evans and J. Ellieott, Jr., Sept. 21, 1821.

No. 12, Asa Coltrin, May 2i5th, 1814.

No. 13, David E. Evans and J. Ellieott, Jr., Sept. 21, 1821.

No. 14, Asa Coltrin, May 2r)th, 1814.

No. 15 and 10, David E. Evans and J. Ellieott, Jr., Sop-

temlx-r 2lHt, 1821.

No. 17, Henry Ketcluim, June 18th, 1812.

No. 18, Stejihen Stillman, Febmary 15tb, 1811.

No. 19, E. Ensign, July 8th, 1813.

No. 20, C. R. Sharp, May 10th, 1816.

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

"jmrnsm HWiSiBSiam^
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Outor Lot

do

do

do

du

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

do

No. 21, Samuel Tu\)\H'r, May ftHi, 1812.

No- 22, '< u j„„„ 21st, 1815.
No. 23 and 24, .Tul.a StoiiH, .laLuary .•fOlli. 1811.
No. 25, LouiH LoCoutoul.v, Novomlior 22d, 1815.
No. 2C, John White, April 7th, 1810.

No. 27, John n. Ellicotf, Jr., and David E.Evans, Sop-
tember 2!Mt, 1821.

No. 28, Sylvo.-t •!• MalhewH, October 6th, 1825.
No. 29, Eli'>n<'zer JohnHon, August 9th, 1824.
No. 30, do do Noveuiber 14th, 1814.
No. 31, John DeHparr, Aiuil 20th, 1807.
No. 32, Gilinun FolHom, Scptemlter 2Slh, 1829.
No. 33, Jabcz (Joodc^ll, Aiuil 23d, 1830.
No. 34, Thonias Day, April 23d, 1830.

No. 35, Louis Lo Couteulx, May 11th, 181G.
No. 3G, (part of.) Jos. and Ik-,j. Ellicott, Feb. 29th, 1812.

^0- " " UuUvd States, September 29th, 1819.
No. 37, « Jos. nwd Benj. Ellicott, Feb. 19th, 1812.
^^- " " Horatio J. Stow, July 16th, 1844
No. 38, 39, 40. and ,,art of 41, Jos. and Benj. Ellicott, Fcb-

niary 2»tli, 1^12.

No. 41 and 42, (part,s of,) Letitia M. Bliss, Juno 15th, 1837
No. 42, (part of,) 43, 44, 45 and 46, Jos. and Bonj. Ellicott

February, 29th, 1812.
'

No. 47, 48, 49, and 50, Elijah Leech, July 19th, 1815.
No. 52, Jonathan Sidway, November, 11th, 1828.
No. 53, lliram Pratt, December 1st, 1830.

No. 54, do do Ai)ril 11th, 1833.

No. 55 and 5G, Joseph Ellicott, February 28th 1811.
No. 57, (part of,) Jonathan Sidway, November Utb, 1828.
No." " Sl'orwood & White September 29th, I829!
No. 58, Theodore Coburn, November 27th, 1826.
No. 69, (part of,) Geo. Stow, December 29th, 1825.
No.''

" Heman B. Potter, September 27th, 1827.
No. GO, Gl, G2 and G3, Joseph D. Hoyt, December 2Cth, 1825.'

No. G4, Elijah D. Efner, December 21st, 1821.
No. 65, Stephen Clark, March 9th, 1832.

No. GG and G7. Thomas Coatsworth, August 25th, 1830.
No. 68, Martin Daley, November 29th 1830.

No. 69, C. Tappan and J. Mansfield, November 27th, 1829.

1
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70, Stoi)hon Champlin, Jlay 23il, 1825.
71 and 72, Robert Pomoroy, April Gth,"l820.
73, Iliram Ilancljott, Juno 9lh, 1810.
74, Elijah Leocli, Decomber 23, 1808.
75, Ebonozor Waldon, November 20th, 1817.

No
No,

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

No.

7« and 77, Zenas Barker, August Ist, 1814.
78, Vincent Grant, July 21st, 1807.

79 and 80, William Grant, July 81h, 1808. '

81 and 82, J. M. Landon, July 28th i825.
8.3, Jane E. Le Coutenlx, July 28th, 1825.
84. Isaat' Davis, January 29th, 1814.
85, Wm. Johnston, February 5th, 1804.
8<i, Hydraulic Association, November 2l8t, 1827.

. 87, Amasa Kansoin. November 201h, 1824
88 and 89, Apollos Hitchcock, December 6th, 1809
90, 91 and 92, Erastns Granger, December Slat, 1809.
9.^. AVm. Johnston, October 27th, 1804
94 and 95, R. B. lloacock, December 15tb, 1826
96, Townsend & Goit, May Slst 1813.

97 and 98, Noah Folsom, January 12th, 1826
99 100, 101, 102 and 103, Samuel Pratt, June 7th,
lolo,

. 104, Joseph Ellicott, October 2d, 1810.
105, Hiram Pratt, July 21st. 1829,

100, Silas A. Fobes, Ai)ril 16th, 1831.
107, Noyes Barrow, January 13th, 1830.
108, (part of,) Nath. Vosbnrgh, December 11th. 1829
108^andl09, (parts of.) John Lay, J„n., July 27th;

109, (part of.
) Ebenezer Walden, April 4th, 1828.

110, David E. Evan.s, September 10th, 1821.
m, do ,io April 5th, 1811.
112 Jos. Stocking and Jos. Dart, September 8th, 1829
113 and 114. G. JI. Goodrich, October 19th, 1830.
115, E. A. Bigelow, November 30th 1827.

. 110, James AV. Stevens, April 2d, 1810,
117 Ileman B. Potter, May 18th, 1815.

'

118, David E. Evans, April 5th, 1811.
119, Isaac Davis, October 9th. 1812.

120 and 121, M. A. Andrews, July 28th, 1831.
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122, (part of,) Walter M. Seymour, January 5th, 1827.
'• " Jonas Harrison, May 17th, 1814.

123 •• Ira A. Blossom, Juno 30th, 1828.
" " Oziol Smith, Juno 2C(h, 1815.

124, Oziel Smith, February 2f)th, 1813.

125, (part of,) William Williams, A])ril 13th, 1830.
" '' Ira A. Blossom, Juno 30th, 1828.

126, Isaac Davis, October 0th, 1812.

127, 128, 12!) and 130, M. A. Andrews, July 28th, 1831.
131 and 132, M. A. Audrew.s, March 19th, 1828.
133 and 134, James Rough, October 9th, 1812.

133, Jaboz Goodell, November 11th, 1834.

13(5, do do Juno 14th, 1817.

I.i7, do do July 22d, 1825.

138, Jas. and Henry Campbell, Juno 22d, 1815.
139, Eli Hart, April 1st, 1815.

140, Anion Toft, October 23d, 1815.

141, Matilda Sharp, July 26th, 1814.

142 Philo Andrews, April 16th, 1810.

143, Henry Lake, March IGth, 1810.

144, Samuel Helm, December 22d, 1809.

145, Jabez Goodell, April 8th, 1816.

146, do do July 22d, 1825.

147, do do December 1st, 1823.

148, Silas A. Fobcs, November 8th, 1834.

149, James Sweeney, August 23d, 1825.

150 and 151, Walter M. Seymour, December Ist, 1827.
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[Pi^GE 295.]

[From tho Buffalo Gazette, December 1st, 1812 1
From the time the armistice expired until Saturday last," the weather,with he exception of one day, inclement and extremei; unfavorabi;

last
11''^ ""^"^^ '"' """'^^ "P^^^«-«- "---, on Friday

everallT'' '""' ""'^^' "P°'" "^ ^-"P« --ov-'l ^-m theTrseveral encampments and concentrated their forces in the vicinity oJ

andtn ^f^^-'^^y-™-^- aparty of abouttwohund ds no™

the nem"' T' *'' """'"' ""' ^'^P*' ^'"^' "^^^^ ^^ ^--nt u onthe enemy 8 shore-attacked and carried three several batteries Z
TelM? 'f

^"""°°' ^"' ^-^-^^'^ their gun ^amag;

were captured. A large two-stoiy house was burned, in which was aquan ity of ammunition. A barn near the house was ilso fired aninaumed, in which, it is said, were the enemy's light artillery. Severalhorses, already harnessed, were also destroyed
The loss of the British, in killed and wounded, is uncertain- it Ibrated at between twenty and thirty. Our loss con'sists of f u Jr vekilled and fsay) twenty wounded; Capts. King and Dox taken

S"V latter wounded and retaken. Sailin'g-master Watt^w^Med The party returned to Black Rock about six o'clock

thte r*."T
'"'' *^'' achievement. Col. Wynder, with"a column ofhree hundred regulars from his regiment, embarked (whether to croj

CreekT
',•" V"''""'"' "^ "^""^ "^^'^ ^' "^ "'-^h of CoiyocketTCreek, behind Squaw Island, and after passing the foot of the Is anddropped a few minutes down the river on the enemy's shore, whnt'oboats were furiously attacked with grape and muskefry from a co siderable force on the shore, which had lain in ambush

;
the fiL was veZ^^^^^^edly returned from the boats for several minutes. Seeing, however t"edanger of effecting a landing against a superior force on sh re p el ^
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every advantage, the boats returned, with .small Iosh in killed and
wounded.

A detachment of Col. Porter's light artillery had now passed over to
bquaw Island, where two pieces played upon the enemy with some effect
From an early hour in the morning until twelve o'clock, the several bat-
teries at Black Rock, mounting twenty-four, eighteen, twelve and six
pounders, played upon the opposite shore. The enemy returned but a
few shots-from a six pounder which had escaped spiking. Between
nine and ten o'clock, three sailors embarked in a boat, passed over to
the enemy's shore, and set fire to the house of B. Ilardison and the store
of Mr. Douglass, which were consumed. After remaining on that shore
about two hours, they returned, with a boat loaded with articles taken
trom the houses. We undei-stand that this act was unauthorized
From seven Tuitil ten or eleven o'clock in the morning, there was a

constant embarkation of troops at the Navy Yard, and before the hour
of eleven, there were about sixty boats loadel and stationed on shore
awaumg the signal to make a descent. The day was fine. The troops
were in excellent spirits. No opposing force appeared on the shore A
flag was now sent by Gen. Smyth to the Briti.i, .ommander. The flag
returned. The troops on the boats were ordered to debark, and the vol-
unteers who were ready for embarkation, were ordered back to their re-
spective encampments.

[From the Alba..y Gazette. December 14th, 1812 ]On Saturday last, arrived in this city, on his way from the camp at
Buffalo to his family at Troy, Capt. Wool, of the Thirteenth U. S Regi-
ment, whose distinguished and gallant conduct in storming the batteries
on the heights of Queenston on the 13th September last, in which he
was severely wounded, and his subsequent conduct on that day, gained
him the respect and applause of Major-General Van Rensselaer, and of
the whole army, and the universal esteem of his fellow-citizens We
are happy to obsei-ve that he is in good health, and has nearly recovered
of his wounds. He was a volunteer with Col. Winder in the late unsuc-
cessful attempt at crossing the Niagara river.

Capt. Wool has put into our hands, for publication, the following
paper, containing Gen. Smyth's reasons for not planting the American
standard on the Canada shore, agreeably to his late proclamations. We
submit it to our readers without comment:

Headquartkks, Camp near Buffalo, Dec. 3d, 1812
Gkntl KMEN:-Your letter of 2d December is before me, and I answer
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It in tlio tbllowins manner: On (ho 2(Uh of ()do),or, I onloro.l that
twenty scows ^houhl bo ,.,v,,aml for tho transporlalion of artillery an,l
cavalry, and put tho carpenters of the army njjon that duty. By the
2Gth of NovomLor. ton scows wcro complotod, and by },rl„.i„c, gomo
boats Ironi Lala- Ontario above tho Falls of Niagara, tho number was
increased to seventy.

I had, on tho 12th Nov<.uibor, issued an address to the men of New
lork. and po,-hai.s tlnro hundred had arrived at IJi.flalo. 1 presumed
that the regular ti'oojis and tho volunteers, under Cols. Swift and Mc-
Clure. wonl.l furnish thirteen hundred n„>n for duty, and from Gen
Tanneh.irs brigade. (Iron, rennsylvania.) reporting a total of one thou-
sand SIX hundro,! and lifly men, as many as four hundred and thirteen
had volunteered to cross into Canada. My orders were to ''cross with
hree thousand men at once." I deemed myself ready to fulflll them

I reparatory thereto, on the night of tho 21st November, I sent over two
parties-one under Lient. Col. Boestler, the other under Capt. King
With whom Lieut. Angus, of tho Navy, at tho head of a body of sea-
men, united. The fi,.st was to capture a guard, and destroy a brid-^o
about hve miles below Fort Erie; the second party were to take and roun-

der useless the cannon of tho enemy's batteries and some pieces of light
art, lery. The fi.st party failed to destroy the bridge; the second, after
rendenng unserviceable the light artillery, separated by some misapprc-
hens,on Lieut. Angus, the seamen and part of the troops, returned
w,th all the boats, while Capt. King, Capt. Sproal and Liout. Houston
and about s.xty men, remained. Tho party, thus reduced, attacked
ook a,,d rendered unserviceable, two of the enemy's batteries, captured
th,rty-four prisoners, found two boats, in which Capt. King sent the pri»-one,^ and about half his party, with the other officers, ho himself re-ma,n,ng, with thirty men, whom he would not abandon
Ordei-s had been given that all the troops in the neighborhood shouldmarch at reveille to tho place of embarkation. A part of the

detachment sent in the night having returned and excited apprehensions
for the ros,due, about two hundred and f,fty men, under the command of
Col. ;v ,nder, suddenly put oflT in boats for the opposite .shore. A part of
th,s force had landed, when a force deemed superior, with one piece of
artlleiy, was discovered. A retreat was o>-dere,l, and Col. Winder's de-

itxr'" ' ''-' " ''' '''-' '^"^ ^'-'- —'' '-'•^-

Thegeneml embarkation commenced as tho t,-oop8 arrived, but this
l.e,ng a first embarkation, the whole of tho scows wore occupied by about
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ono-third of the artillery, while about eight Inindred roguUir infantry
about two hundred twelve months volunteers, under Col. Swift, and
about two hundred of the militia, who had volunteered their s..rvices for
a few days, occupied all the boats t hut were ready. The troops then
embarke.1, moved up the stream to lilack Rock without loss. They
were ordered to disembark and dine.

I had received from my commanding-general an instruction in the fol-
lowing words: .^I„ all imimrtant movement.,, you will, I presume, con-
sider It advisable to consult some of your principal oflicer.s." I deemed
this e,pnvalent to an order, and the movement important. I called for
the field ollicers cf the regulars and twelve months volunteers embarked
Col. Porter was not found at the moment. These questions were put-
'•Is It expedient now to cross over? Is the force we have, sutfieient to
conquer the oj.po.site coast?" The first question was decided in the
negative by Col. Parker, Col. Schuyler, Col. AVinder, Lieut. Col. Boerst-
ler, Lieut. Col. Col.s and Major Campbell. Col. Swift, of the volun-
teers, alone gave an opinion for then crossing over. The second ques-
tion was not decided. Col. Parker. Col. Coles and Major Campbell were
decidedly of opinion that tho force was insufficient. Col. Winder Col
Swift, Lieut. Col. Boerstler and Capt. Gibson, deemed the force' suffi-
cient. I determined to postpone crossing over until more complete prep-
aration would enable mo to embark the whole force at once-the counsel
prescribe,! by orders. The next day .vas spent in such preparation, and
the troops were ordered to be again at the place of embarkation at eight
o clock on the morning of the 30th of November.
On their arrival, they were sent to tho adjoining woods, there to build

fires and remain until three o'clock in the morning of the 1st of Decem-
ber, when It was intended to put off two hours before daylight, so as to
avoid the fire of tho enemy's cannon in passing tho position it was be-
lieved they occupied below, to land above Chippewa, assault that place,
and If successful, march through Queenston, to Fort George.
For this expedition, tho contractor was called on to furnish rations for

twenty-five hundred men for four days, when it was found that he could
furnish the pork, but not the flour; the deputy quarter-master called for
sixty barrels, but got but thirty-five. Tho embarkation commenced but
was delayed by circumstances so as not to be completed until after day-
light, when it was found the regular infantry, six hundred and eighty-
eight men; the artillery, one hundred and seventy-seven men; Swift's
volunteers, estimated at twenty-three; six companies of the Federal vol-
unteei-s. under Captains Collins. Phillips, Allison, Moore, Mather, and
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by Liout. Col. McChire; ono hun,l.v,l .no„ of Col. Dobbins' militia and

bo rd, ..vc „«,vc. of offlcorn, an.ounting to ono thousand four hundredand ..,y-.x men, or there-abouts-and it was now two hours late than

barked They were applied to. requested and ordered, by the Brigade

lar r; Co Pa,^ >
" ''"• °"*"'" -«""-<J'"« -TB of the rcgu-iar army. Col. Parker being sick, those present were Col Porter \fho arfllery, Col. Schuyler, Col. Winder and Lieut. Col. C ief I put

oiafalJZ '"t;"";
"""" ^" '-''-''" ''^y -n-imously dl

ev n n?o
"^

,! '?: '^^ ^^°"'^' '^^'--- Several of them had, on the

Of rZla '
"" *'"" ""•^'^^*'^-

^ ^"-«-^ th'^t the numberof regu ar troops would decrease-measles and other diseases b" nla-ong them; and they wore now intents, in the month of D "ember

^^Z^T'' "'"'"'^ attempt to invade Canada .would n^ becrr;:^:;;zs;e2;::;r ''- '^ '^''''- ''^'^

lou say that on Saturday every obstn.ction was removed, and that a

the enemy would have had, might have been Considerable
'

On the second embarkation, only fTfen hundred n.en were embarked,

fei-^-.
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nnd thoao wore to have put off immodiatoly, and to havo dcscondod the
river to a iioint whoro roinforcmonts wore not to be oxpocted. On Iroth
day.s, many of tlin regular trooj.s were ni<-n in bad bealth, who could not
bavo stood one days mareh-who, ultl.ough thoy woro on the Hlek report,
wcro turned out by thoir ardent olHcers.

The affair at Qu(-enHton is a caution aRaluHt relyiuR on crowds who go
to the l,a.ikH of the Niagara to look on a battle uh on a theatrical exhi-
bition, who, if thoy are disappointed of the Hights. break their nui.kots;
or, It they are without rations for a day, desert.*

I have made to you this frank disclosure without admitting your au-
thority to re.,uire it, under the impression that you are patriotic and can-
did men, and that you will not censure me for fallowing the cautious
counsels of experience, nor join the senseless clamor excited against mc
by an iuteresled man.

I have some reason to believe that the cautious counsel given by the
superior oflicers of my command was good.

From desertei-s, we learn that two thousand three hundred and four-
toon rations were issued daily on the frontiei-s on the British side.
Capt. King, a prisoner at Fort George, writes to an officer thus: " Toll
your friends to take better care of themselves than it appears I havo
done."

I am, gentlemen, with great respect.

Your most obedient,

ALEXANDER SMYTH,
_ „ iJiigadier-General.
To Messrs. Geo. McCluuk, John Griffk.v and Wm. B.

KocuKsTKK, Committee from the jiatriotic citizens

of Western New York.

GEN. PETEIl B. POKTEIl's STATEMENT.

To THE PunMc:-In the Gazette of last week. I promised to give an
account of some of the most " prominent transactions of the 28th Novem-
ber and 1st December." Having, since that time, received from Gen
Smyth assuraucc?-which, as a man of honor. I am bound to believe-that
the couise pursued by him on those days was such as was required by his

'Six hundred of Gen. Tannehill's brigade deserted in twenty-four
hours. A cuurt-raartial of this brigade have fintd a man twelve-andni-
half cents for the cr.me of desertion.
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twelve navul ofllcors wlio emLniked in this cntorpiiHc, nine of them, with
more tLsvn liaif their nu-ii, wno idilcd .,r wouiuicd. Jf l.ravory bo a
virtiu!— if yintilii.lo of founti-y lio duo to those wlio Kidiuiitly iis„vv\vd
Its rights-tho government will nmlie nniplo and hoiionil.lo inovJHion for
the hdrs of tlio«o brave tnrs who fell on this occasion, as well bh for
tlum who survived. ('a,,|. Kinpr ,,rocefde.l to .s,.i]<o and .ii^mount the
guns in the butteries. J.icut. Col. lioersller Uisiiensed the enemy lower
down the river, taking a number of prisoner*

Uy sunrise in llio moinin-, most of the troops had arrived at tlio place
of embarl<ation, and the day was line. I marched threo hundre.l of the
volunteers who had rallied under Gen. Smyth's invilati.m, well armed
and provided, and in high spirits. About one hundred an.l Ijfty more,
who came in the eveninf? before, were at lluffalo drawing their arms and
ammunition, with orders to join us as soon as (lossible. 1 stationed my
men, as Instructed l)y Gen. Smyth, in a Held at the Navy Yani, with di-
rections to wait for further orders. Th(.< parties which had crossed in Iho
night, aided by our Imtterie.s-whieh, at daylight, opened a i.owe.ful
and well directed fire-and a piece of Hying artillery on the I.land, under
charge of Capt. Gibson, had driven everything from the opposite shore
Col. Winder, an oflieer of great intelligence, zeal and bravery, under tho
mistaken apprehension that the party under Lieut. Col. IJoesiler were in
danger of ),eing cut olf, made an unsuccessful attemi)t (though Lis own
boat landed) to land two hundred and lifty men at a dillicult point down
the river, and had, as st.-ited liy Gen. Smyth.
Tho general eml)arkation now commenced, but it went on so tardily

that, at twelve o'clock, the whole of the regular troo],s and Gen. Swil t's
regiment were not in boats. A considerable number of boats were lying
upon the shores of the river an.l creek, having been thrown up by tlio
high water of the proceeding day. Several were in the creek, half fUled
with water and ice. I called on Gen. Smyth, and proposed to occupy a
part of these boats with my volunteers, many of whom were impatient
to embark. Being at this moment informed by Col. I'o.ter that tho
boats which had been used by Col. Winder were lying about a mile be-
low, .Major Chai)in and myself, with about thirty men, went down tho
shore, brought up live boats, filled them witli men, and arrived at Ulack
Rock, the point at which it was proposed to put off. a.s soon as any of
the regular troops. About two o'clock, all the troops which, it appears,
were intended to be crossed at fust, were collected in a group of boats at
Black Rock, under cover of our batteiies. I have no official account of
the number of men in the boats. My opinion was that the number ex-



868 nWTOUY OP nUKB-ALO.

coodo,l two thou8an,i. Most nu-n of obs.Mvutlon who wore pro.ont, CHti-
ma..Mlit at two tl.ouHan.l hIx h,n..lre.l. Tlun„.„ were in (Ino m.irit..
and (IcHiroii!* of ci-ossirijjf.

C-n. Tunn.-hill'H volunt-.TH. Col. p. McClnro-H r.-Rlmcnt, Home riflo-
nu.n, cuvulry, Ac, unio,.n.in« to ul.out two tho„.un.l, wm. ntill panulod
on tho Hliore, and. as I nm infornuMl, weru n-ady to c.-ohh. Hm-,.,,.! l,oat„
of .HttU'wnl nipan.y to rarry ..no ll.o,.>and men, wore Htill lyi„g ut Uio
Navy \ ani unoecupiod. 1 have, not l...... ul.h, to l.-arn that a..y or.hT or
request wa-s made for .he emba.ka.ion of ih. t.oo,., o,i,,r ,ha,. „.„ „-
uhu.. ol (;ol. MwiffH .vKhnenl. The ene.ny, estin.ated ut al.ont llve*„„.
divd, were drawn up in a line al.oui, luilf a mile fr.mi (he riv.-r

After ronnnnioK in the l.oat.s .ill l,„,. in .he af.ernoon, an order wa«
received to dise„,hark. It produced, amon^ the olllcerH and men .ener-
nlly, great discnlent an.l .nurnn.rinfr. which was, however, in sonu, de-
gree uhayed l.y a.snranceH that .he expodiiion was only poHtpone.l for a
Hliort tune, until our boats c^uld be belter prepared.
On Sunrlay, anoth. r order w.w issued by Gen. Smyth for the march of

tho .roopH to the Navy Yard, to embark at nine o'clock on Mo.ulny
morning. I was at liullah. wh.M. it was receiv.-d, ami fouu.l tiuit, as to
time and manner, it was generally .lisappn.ve.l by the ollicers of the vol
..nteers. I saw Gen. Smyth in the evening, at tJlack Jiock, with Col
\Vinder, and stated my objections to his plan.

Tho enemy had re-mounted his guns on the batteries, ho as to render it
inexpMlient to cross at the favorable point which had been taken on Sat
urday, above the Island. ti,at covers the Navy Yard. Lnmediately »«,-
low the I.Iand, the enen.y lay in force, ,nuch augmented in conKe,,uenco
of the allair of Saturday, occupying a line of shore of about a mile
where the current is rapid and the banks abrupt. I did not beUMo i[
imssible t<. elfect a la.uling with raw troops, in any toler.ible order it at
all, ,n the face of artilhry and infantry, which a full view of our move
ments in the day time would enable them to o, pose to ns I proposed (o
postpone the expedition till night; to march and embark (he troops silent
ly; to i.utofl- about an hour and a half before d.y-li.ht. so as to pa^s
this dangerous line of shore in the dark, when we should .utfer less from
their tire, and to laud about live miles below the Navy Yard, where the
stream and tie b.nks of the river were peculiarly favorable to a safe md
orderly landing. Col. Winder Keconded my proposals with gr at earr.est-
ness and forc^, and it was adopted.

The array embarked about thn^e o'clock on Tuesday morning and to
.proceed, at half-past four, according to the order of line of battle sub-
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mated a few dayi before bj Gen. Smyth-tho regulars on the right, or in
tiie front boat, Gon. Tanuublll'8 troops in the centre, an<l tlie New Yorlc
VQlunteerH on the left. I was to go in the front Iwat with a chonen set of
men, direct the landing, and join the Now York volunteers on their
arrival.

On Monday evening, seven boats for Col. Swift's regiment, and eight
for the late voiunteorH, were brought some distance up the river and left
at different poinU, to avoid the noise and confusion of embarking the
whole army in one place. At half post three on Tuesday morning, oigh*
boats were tilled with volunteers (a corps which ha.s on every occasion
while on the lines, shown great exactness of discipline, promptitude and
zeal for the service,) had embarked, and the residue were embarking
Not a man of the regular infantry was in the boats for half an hour*
when Col. Winder's regiment e.tored their bout-, with great order and
silence.

About throe quarters of an hour after this, the remaining regulars
commenced the embarkation, when I dropped down to the front of the
line, with a flag in my boat to designate it as the leading boat. I was
accompanied by Majors Cyronius Chapin and John W. McComb, Capt.
Mills, of the cavalry, Adjutont Chase and Quartermaster Chaplin, two
pilots, and about twenty-flve volunteers of Buffalo under Lieut. Haynes.
I mention the names of those gentlemen because they had before decided-
ly objected to passing at the proposed point by daylight, but when day
appeared and one of the men raised some difficulty on that account, ho
was induced to remain, and it was unanimously agreed to incur the ad-
ditional hazard and patiently wait the order of the General to put off.

At daylight, wo discovered the troops disembarking, and wore informed
that the invasion of Canada had been abandoned for this season; and
the troops were ordered to winter quarters. A scene of confusion en-
sued which it is difficult to describe-about four thousand men, without
order or restraint, discharging their muskols in every direction.

About one thousand volunteers camo in under Gen. Smyth's proclama-
tion, but owing to the state of the roadn, which was bad beyond exam.
pie, many did not arrive until after the Ist of December.

It is impossible for mo to form any estimate of the numljcr of troops
embarked at any time this morning-it yet scarcely light, and I was at
one end of the line of boats, occupying a distance of half a mile.
When the volunteers first arrived at the Navy Yard, it was found that

the regular troops had not yet appeared. Their officers were instructed
to permit them to land and keep themselves warm by exercise, as the

24
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boats were covered with snow, which had Mien during theHight; but
they were instructed not to leave the side of the boats, that they might
immediately re-erter.

PETER B. PORTER.
Blacf Rock, December 14th, 1812.

OEN. SMYTH'S PETITION.

The following is a copy of the memorial of Alaxander Smyth, laid be-
fore the House of Representatives on Tuesday, the 28th December, 1813,
and by that body referred to the Secretary of War:

To THE Honorable the Senatk and House of REPBESUNTArivES
OF THE Um'iED States in Congress Assembled:—

The petition of Alexander Smyth, a citizen of Virginia, respectfully*
represents: Tl.at having, in 1307, written to an hororable member of
the House of Rupreseutatives that, in case of war with Great Britain, he
was desirous to enter into the regular service, he received, in 1808,' an
appointment as Colonel of a regiment of riflemen; that, although war
had not commenced, yet the event being probable, he abandoned his pro-
fession, which was then lucrative, left his family, vacated his seat in the
Legislature of Virginip, as the representative of thirteen counties, and
joined the army of the United States; that your petitiorer had the good
fortune to give the utmost satisfaction to his superiors-Gen. Wilkinson,
Gen. Hampton, Gen. Dearborn, and the late Secretary at War—while
acting under their immediate orders, was promoted to the rank of Briga-
dier and Inspector-General in July. 1812, given the command of a
Brigadier in Septem .er, and one of the armies of the United States in
October in the same year; that at the expiration of five weeks, during
which period he made every exertion in his power to serre the nation;
he found it necessary to put his troops into winter quarters-having de-
termined on that measui- as your petitioner had been absent from his
home the last eight winters, much the greater part of the last five years,
and the whole of the last fourteen months, and had been refused leave i'o

visit his family in the month of July preceding, and calculating that it
was probable the campaign of 1813 might teni^Inate his existence, he,
without resigning his command, asked for leave of absence, which was
granted, until the Ist of March, 1813, at which time vour petitioner was
ordered to report himself to the Secretary f,f War; that your petioner
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left his troops in cantonments, under an officer of thirty-six years expe-
rience, and in February, 1813, rcporlod himself by letter to the Secre-
tary of AVar, and solicited orders; and as the failure of your petitioner to
take Fort George, York and Kingston, and to winter in Canada, as he
was instructed, had created some clamor, your petitioner proposed that
an inquiry into his conduct should take place, which the Honorable Sec-
retary, through the medium of the Adjutant-General, was pleased to
promise; since which time, your petitioner has not had the honor to hear
from the "War Office: your petitioner would represent that he has heard
that some members of your honorable body are of opinion that, by an
act of last session regulating the staff of the a my of the United States,
your petitioner has become a private citiaen—and with this opinion his
own might perhaps accord, were it not impossible to believe that the
Congress of the United States, at their last session, could have inten-
tionally committ<?d an act of injustice; your petitioner affirms that he has
not done or omitted anything to the injury of the nation; that his chief,
if not his only error, ha^ consisted in expressing too freely his indignation
against those who had done injuries or omitted to perform duties to the
nation; the motives wliich led him astray, he conceives, might procure,
for this error, forgiveness; that this affirmation is true, he believes he
can satisfy a committee or committees of your honorable body on short
notice. Your petitioner has assayed to engage again in the pursuits of
civil life, but finds that while the din of war continues, it is impossible
for him to give the necessary attention to any peaceful pursuit. He de-
sires to serve-to die, if Heaven wills it-in the service of his countiy-
a country that hr.s protected him in his infancy, given him a family, and
at times distinguished him with considerable honoi-s; from whose govern-
ment no act of wrong, personal lo himself, will force his esteem, while
it maintains with steady perseverance that country's rights.

Your potiiioner confidently trusts that in deciding on his prayer, you
will be inindfttl of the rule of justice-" To others do (the law is not
severe) what to thyself thou wishest to bo done," and of the rule of
policy-" The social body is oppressed when one of its members is

oppressed." The prayer of your petitioner is that yoi: will revise the act
organizing the staff of the army of the United States, and ))y a declara-
tory act, preserve the rank of your petitioner' a« a Brigadier-General in
the line, abolishing only his authority as Inspector-General.

And your petitioner, &c.,

ALEXANDER SMYTH.



572 HI8T0BT OF BTTFPALO.

Its behoved Gen. Smyth's application to Congress was as unsuccess-

LlL fT
'
"'''f

"" "^^ '""• "'^ -^-<l-n% became aMember of Congress, where he soon became so obnoxious for his longwmded irrelevant speeches, that whenever he obtained the floor tospeak ,t became the signal for a large number of the membei^ to takeheir hats and leave. The General, upon one occasion, took notice of

ttif t e'7'"''
?'^""''^ ^""^^"-^ -"^--^ "^-tlemen can rire If they please

;
I do not wish them to hear me unless they choose •

do not speak to the members on this floor merely, but I speak' opoteVity. An old member, not choosing to be driven from his seat, threwhimself into an attitude of patient endurance and exclaimed- CZsir, go on, your audience will be here, before you get through."

COPY OF A LETTER FROM MA.OU CUAPIX TO OE.V. nEARUOH.V.

o,„. T. • . .

Fo«T George, June 13th, 1813.SiR.-I have just arrived from my confinement in Canada with mv^^n, wit out my parole. Our return happened in the foiled iCan-nei I received orders at Burlington Heights, on Monday mornfng, to

Ih dtrlT; ^^7^'^°f
"--^-^^y^ "»<^-- a guard of'sixteen me

•elock n "V7'y-^^*
"-'"• ^V^« all went on very quietly till fourclock in the afternoon, at which time I gave a signal to attack theguard, which was stationed in the following order: a Sergeant and one^au HI the boat with my men, a Lieutenant and thirteen men in he boa

71r V""
^^ ^'^ ^'"^'"^^ '^'^ -" -n along sid of theboat I was in L.out. Showei. ordered them to fall astern. I orderedhem on board, at which time the officer attempted to draw his^rd

1 seized him by the neck, and threw him on his back
; two of hismendrew their bayonets upon me. I immediately seized 'both bayo^etr"the same instant, and threw them on the top of the officer, and kep ald wn together

;
at the same moment my men seized the gu rd and weed from them thoir arms. We then having possessL of t^eZ

I safz:rr' rrr
'"^' '''- '""™"^^' ^^^^^^^^ ^- "-^

™

:

au sate. We have brought two boats with us.

I have the honor to be ve-y respectfully,

Your Obedient Servant,

M... Gk. DE.RBORK.
CYRENIUS CHAPIN.

;<8ill »
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From the Buffalo Gazette, July 13th, 1813.

On Sunday morning last, just before daylight, Cols. Bishop and War-
ren, with about two hundred and fifty of the 41st, 49th, and King's Reg-
iment, crossed the Niagara below Squaw Island, and marched far above
the Navy Yard before any alarm was given. The detached militia of
Black Rock being surprised, retreated up the beach, and loft the enemy
in the undisturbed possession of the village, who immediately burned the
sailor's barraclA and block house at the Navy Yard, and barracks at the
great batteiy. They then proceeded to the batteries, dismounted and
spiked three twelve pounders, and took away three field pieces and one
twelve pounder

;
and also took from the beach and store house a quanti-

ty of whisky, salt, flour, pork, &c., but to what amount is unknown.
While part of them were thus engaged in disposing of the pu))lic proper-
ty, the remainder went tlirough the village, entering many of the houses,
but we have not heard that they committed any outrages upon private
property. Messrs. Joseph Sill, A. Stannard, E. Seely, and J. Caskey,
were taken across the river. Major Adams, at the moment of retreat!
dispatched an Express to Buffalo

; a part of his men came to Buffalo
;the remainder left the beach and made (for) the road leading from Buf-

Itilo to Black Rock, and took post near the road. When the Express ar-
rived at Buffalo, Capt. Cummins of the regular army, with one hundred
infantry and dragoons, marched for Black Rock

;
perceiving however,

that the enemy was advantageously posted at the upper battery, with a
superior force, very prudently returned to Buffalo. Capt. Bull had now
collected his company, which was considerably augmented by volunteers.
From the first moment of the alarm, Gen. Porter loft Black Rock for

Buffalo, and was actively employe.l in arranging the subsequent opera-
tions, and encouraging volunteers. The alarm came to the neighborhood
of Maj. Miller's, (Cold Spring,) and Judge Granger's (Four Mile Creek

)
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early, and in a short time thirty or forty volunteers camo from the Plains.
About twenty or thirty Indians, stationed at Judge Granger's, came
down, and all the forces formed a junction within about ono mile from
the enemy. Gon. Tortor, with about one hundred detached militia under
Maj. Adams, took tlie left, tho regulars and Buffalo volunteers (under
Capt. Bull,) the centre, and Capt. Wm. Hull, with about thirty volun-
toci-s from tho Plains, and thirty Indians under Farmer's Brother, formed
the right. It was expected that tho enemy had posted two field pieces
at the barracks to rake the road, and it being therefore Imi.rudent to ad-
vanco tho centre until the enemy were forced from their position, the
right and left moved on the enemy's flanks, tho left commenced the at-
tack, which was quickly seconded by the right, the right being pretty
well concealed, they suffered but little from the enemy's fire. After a
contest offifteen or twenty minutes, the enemy left his position at tho
barracks, and by the time tlie centre began to move, at the sound of tho
bugle he retreated precipitately, with tho utmost disorder and confusion
to the beach at the lower store house, and enbarked in several of our
boats, and pulled for the opposite shore. All the boats, except the last
It IS believed, got off' without injury

; but tho hindmost boat was much
exposed to our (ire, and from the appearance of the boat^ tho crew must
have been nearly all killed or wounded.
The British lost two killed on the field, five wounded, besides those

killed and wounded in the boat. We took fifteen prisoners, which are to
pass on to Bafavla. Capt. Saunders of the (British) 49th, was mortally
wounded while stepping into tho boat ; he was taken to Gen. Porter's
(house,) where he now lies, llo slates that Col. Bishop was badly
wounded and carried into tho boat, and says also that several killed and
wounded were carried into the boats.

Our loss, three killed five wounded, and probably a few militia taken
prisoners. Tlie killed were Jonathan Thompson of Caledonia, Sei-eant
Ilartman of Riga, and Josepli Wright of Black Rock. Nearly half of the
drafted militia (as Maj. Adams iuforms us,) have gone home

; thosewho
remained did their duty like soldiers. Young King and another Indian
were wounded. The Indians behaved well. They committed no act of
cruelty. They fought ),ecause they, were friendly to tho United States,
and because their own possessions, which are very valuable, were in dan-
ger of invasion. They are opposed to crossing the river to fight, but arc

'

ready to meet the enemy at the threshold in defence of the country which
protects them. Major King was at Black Rock over night, and assisted
in the action. It is now more than a year since the declaration of war,
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and this Is the first attempt of the enemy to cross at Black Rock, and
considering the repulse ho has mot with, it will certainly not redound to

his credit, when his force was composed of veteran troops who had seen

service
;
and ours consisting of militia and new recruits, who had very

w of them been in an engagement before. The next attack of the ene-

my will probably be made at a different point. Some pains ought to be
taken to give him a suitable reception. During the whole day the roads
leading to Buffalo were filled with volunteers from the different towns.

Since the above was in type, wo have been informed that the enemy
took a quantity of goods from Sill's store, and from buildings which were
deserted some plunder was taken. Two hundred regulars have just ar-

rived in boats from Erie, and are, as Ave iindorstand, to be stationed at

Black Rock.

NO. 8.

Headquarters, Fort George, Aug. 27th, 1813.

Sir :—In the last letter which I had the honor to address to you, I had
to communicate tho information that Com. Chauncey had left this part of

the Lake. Yesterday an Express arrived from the Eighteen Jlilc Creek,

stating that he was then off that place in pursuit of tho British fleet,

which was likewise to be seen. A body of volunteer militia and Indians

under tho command of Brigadier General Porter of the Now York mili-

tia, having arrived at this iilace, and very impatient to engage the ene-

my, a plan was concerted this morning to cut off one of his pickets.

About three hundred volunteers and Indians under tlie command of Ma-
jor Chapin, was to effect this object, supported by two hundred regulars

under tho command of Maj. Cummings of tho IGtli Infantry. A heavy
rain and other untoward circumstances defeated the primary object, but
in a skirmish that ensued^ in which the enemy was completely routed,

our Indians captured twelve of tho British Indians and four whites.

Many of tho enemy's dead were left on the field, among whom is supposed

to be the famous chief Norton. Our loss was only two Indians and a few
slightly wounded. Those who participated in this contest, particularly

the Indian.^, conducted with great bravery and activity.

Gen. Porter volunteered in the affair, and Major Chapin evinced his

accustomed zoal and courage. The regulars under Major Cummings, as
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far as they were engaged, conducted well. The principal chiefs who led

Pon Tn? y ^''y -re Farmers Brother, Rod Jacket, Little Bily
Pollard Black Snake, (Hank) Johnson, Silver Heels, Capt. HalftownMajor Henry O'BaiKCornplanter's son,) and Capt. Cold, Chief o On:ondaga, who was wounded. I„ a council which was h Id with themyesterday they covenanted not to scalp or murder, and I am happy t"Bay ha. they treated the prisons, with humanity, and committ^ nowanton cecities upon the dead. The Canadian voLtee., under^Wilcox, were active and brave, as usual.

I have the honor to be

Your most obedient servant,

JNO. P. BOYD,

Wnr. T«. A
^"^- ^*^"- Commanding.won. JouN Armstkono, Secretary of War.

Hon. JOU.V AHMSTKoxo"''"""'
^""" """''''' ^"^- '''''' ''''

Sir .--Yesterday I had the honor to address you a letter detailing theconduct the Indians in the late skirmish. Their bravery and human-
ity were alike conspicuous. Already the quietness in which our pidZare suifered to remain, evinces the benefit of their presence and as^t!
ance. lermit me to suggest the propriety of immediately depositing

thosT ? m'
p""'/" *'' '""'^ °' ''' ^•'^"^'"•- ^' ^^'^^ oxertio'Tand

those of Mr. Parish, I must express my approbation.

I have the honor to be, sii-,

^
Your respectful, obedient servant,

JOHN P. BOYD.
Brigadier-General.

EXTRACT OP A T.KTTER FROM GOV. TOMPKIXS TO THK .SKCKKTARV OK WAR.

TTr.„„ . , .
Ai.HAxy, Dec. 24th, 1813Upon my arrival m this place to-day, I was met by express, brin^in.

dispatches, Of which I send you a copy. The express f.'-the inf^:hat on h.s arrival at Batavia. he learned from Major Allen, (the conor
s
agent at Niagara) and from Lieut. Loon.is. v.ho, wit L o"h ee hers, made their escape, that Fort Niagara had bee^ attacked bytheBntish. The garrison was surprised. Capt. Leonard (First relf

the fort at the time, but, with his family, some miles oft. What became



APPENDIX. 377.

of tho rest of the garrison, those who escaped do not know. In conse-

quence of this information, Maj. Gen. Hall has been ordered to repair

to that frontier with as many of his division as may be necessary to ex-

pel or destroy the invaders. The British have with them a number of

Indians, and continue to sanction their massacres,

BXTKACT OF A LETTER PROM BRIO, GEN. TIMOTHY HOPKINS, OF THE NEW
YORK MIMTIA, TO GOV, TOMPKINS, COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, 4C.

Headquarters, Buffalo, Dec, 20th, 1813.
Sir:—I would respectfully represent to your Excellency that on the

morning of yesterday, tho enemy crossed over a little below Lewiston,
and every house from that place to within two and a half miles of Schlos-
ser, and the Tuscarora village, is burnt. The last express states that
the enemy were fortifying on the mountain below Schlosser,

The force of the enemy is differently represented. It is stated to be
from four to eight hundred regulars and six hundred Indians, It is fur-

ther stated that the enemy are still crossing. Tho force the enemy can
bring is not precisely known. It is probably from fifteen hundred to two
thousand, including regulars, militia and Indians, Our force is about
two hundred regulars at Fort Niagara, and about one hundred and fifty

near this place, I have ordered out my brigade to repel the invasion.

I am in hopes of success, with the assistance of the militia of Genesee.

I am, respectfully, &c.

,

TIMOTHY IIOrivINS,

Brigadier-General.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER TO A GENTLEMAN IN ALBANY.

Batavia, Dec. 23d, 181.3.

I hasten to give you a correct statement of tho movements of the ene-
my on the Niagara frontier, received hero by express and by people that
have removed to this place in consequence of their houses having been
destroyed by the enemy. The first express arrived here on Sunday
evening. lie left Lewiston in the morning, at which time tho British

were crossing at tho five mile meadows. Their force was estimated at

seven hundred regulars and the same number oi Indians. They immedi-
ately marched to Lewiston, which was commanded by Major Bennett.

Tho force under his command is stated to have been forty Tuscarora In-

dians. The Major, after having given the enemy a few shots, set fire to
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hom ntf
""'"""' "" '"""'^ "'''''^^'^' ''"d -treated, leavingthem m f,dl po.m-««on of Lewlston. After having hurnoa the village

make then- escape, they proceeded eight xniles in the country, ,1 „dermg and burning every house. It Ih «ald that many women and eh Idlwere murdered by the Indians Aff-... .. .

"'""u ami cmiaren

attack Niagara Fm T. •

'"•^''"«''' "''^y P-'ocoeded to

Of 1 !t fc^ r : ; J ""?r
"^""'' "'''"^'''

'° ^''^ circumstances
I tins attack, ...n.ler .t impossible to obtain any correct information of

intorr'Vr
;""" '' "" ™'^'"' ""'

'' ">••-•« ^-^ "- Ind rushednto the ort before our troops had time to discharge a singleZ The

rr:;^^;.;::r'---'---es.
Aftc. they hud taken possession, and murdered several persons after«.oy had surrendered, they sent out a party to .^chlosser and burnt that

Plunaued and laid waste the whole country for lifteen or tiventy p.lles

By the last accounts, they were at the mouth of Tonowanta Creek

TO THE IMlAniTAXTS OP mAOAUA, OENESEE AND CHAUTAUQUA.

voI'ft.o,T"' ";? " '''™'"^- ^^° '^"^"'^-•« P-P--g to invade

Tn 'r T ^'"'^ '"'^'^ ^^'^'^ ^-^ -^b'*^ to bear arms Is not onlyinMted, but required, to repair to the above rallying points for a fewdays, or until a detachment of militia arrives. The enemy are now llving waste their own country. Everyman who does nZZ^JZor who are disposed to remain neutral, are inhumanly butcher^ Z;property plundered and their ])uildings destroyed
'

Information has just been receive.l that si.x or eight of their most re-Bpo.tab e inhabitants between Queenston and Fort^Georgeive fallen
vict,„.,s,o their barbarity. Everyman in the province is requli^ otake up arms, and ho that refuses is inhumanly butchered. What then



APPENDIX. 379

follow citlzcnH, have you to oxpoct from such an onomy, should thoy in-

vado your frontier? Think of the conscquonuos; bo not lulled into a

bollof that because you live a few miles from the rivor that you are bc-

curo; no, fellow citizenw, the i)laco to meet them is on tho beach; thoro

you will have it in your power to chaatiao tliem; but should they bo suf-

fered to penetrate into tho interior with their savages, tho scono will bo

horrid! If, then, you love your country and are determined to defend

its rights; if you love yoar families and are determined to protect them;

if you value your property and are determined to preserve it, you will

fly to arms and hasten to meet tho enemy, should they daro to set foot on

our shores.

Since tho above was prepared, I have received intelligonco from a
crcdablo inhabitant from Canada (who has just escaped from thence), that

tho enemy are concentrating all their forces and boats at Fort George,

and have fixed upon to-morrow night lor attacking Fort Niagara—-and
should thoy succeed, they will lay waste our whole frontier. In that

case our supply of arms, which are deposited at Niagara, will be cut off.

Therefore, all who have arms, accoutrements or ammunition, will do

well to bring them; and all who have horses, will come mounted.

GEORGE McCLURE,
Brig. Gen. Commanding Niagara Frontier.

Hkadquahteh.s, Buffalo, 18th December, 1813.

OKNERAL m'cLURE'S EXPLANATION.

To TUE PuiiLic:—The lato descent of tho enemy on our frontier, and
tho horrid outrages committed on our defenseless inhabitants by the

British allies (Indians), being laid to my misfortune as commanding of-

ficer of the American forces on the frontier; and although my conduct

has been approved by the Secretary of War, the commander-in-chief of

this State, and by Gen. Harrison before his departure, still I deem it a
duty which I owe to my own reputation, in order to put a stop to tho

evil reports which are propagated against mo, without knowing my or-

ders, or tho moans which I had in my power to execute them, to give a

brief statement of my most prominent acts since I had tho honor of so

important a command. On my arrival at Fort George, and previous to

the departure of General Wilkinson, witli his army, from that post, I sug-

gested to the General tho necessity of marching out against tho enemy
at Cross Roads and Four Mile Creek; that his army, with my militia,

were sufficient to take or destroy all tlio British forces in the neighbor"
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hood, which would leave nothing more for tho mlUtia to do than toprotoc and k«op In order the Inhabitants of that part of the Pr"; e ^otherwise our frontier would bo liable to be invaded. This prop it 'on

mal'" ^tn r'
'"", "''' "^ '^"'- '•'°" ^"" «"« -«^>'-. -ho wore to ro-

to'arthrh^LTrLt: "ri"'rr^—>—

t
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dollars por month, for ono or two luonthH, but without ofFoct. Some few
of Col. Bloom's regimont took tho bounty autl immediutely dlsappoared
and I wus compollod to grant a discharge to the militia and volunteers'
which left me about sixty eftoctive regulars of the Twenty-fourth United
States Infantry, under Cui.t. Kodgors, to garrison Fort George. I sum-
moned a council of the officers and put the tjuestion, '< Is the fort tenable
with tho present number of men?" They unanimously gave it as their
opinion that it would be madness in the extreme to attempt to hold it
and recommended its evacuation immediately, as tho enemy's advanci
was then within eight miles. I accordingly gave ordere for all tho arms
ammunition and public stores of every description to bo sent across the
river, which was principally etfecled, [though the enemy advanced so
rapidly that ten of my men were made prisoners,] and ordered tho town
of Newark to be burnt. This act, however distressing to the inhabitantumd my feelings, was by order of tho Secretary at War, and, I believe at
the same time, proper. The inhabitants had twelve hours notice to remove their effects, and sucli as chose to come across the river, wore pro-'
vidod with all the necessaries of life. I left Capt. Leonard in command
ot Fort Niagara, with about ono hundred and fifty effective regulars and
pointed out verbally and particularly in a general order how he should
prepare for an attack, which would certainly take place. I stationed
Col. Grievo's artillerists, consisting of about twenty men, with two pieces
of artillery, at Lewlston, under command of Major Bennett, and made
them a present of four hundred dollars for volunteering their services
three weeks; but before tho place was attacked they nearly all deserted
except theofficoi-s, who bravely defended themselves and cut their way
through the savages. The Canadian volunteers, about forty in number
under Major Mallory, an officer of great merit, I stationed at Schlo.ser
and went myself to Buffalo to provide for the safety of that place and
Black Hock, which I trust are out of danger, having called out the mili-
tia en masse.

The public arc now in possession of some of the leading facts which
have governed my conduct in tho discharge of the trust assigned me and
I appeal to tho candor of all dispassionate men to determine with what
justice to my feelings as a citizen and pride as a soldier, have been
wounded and my character aspersed. If insubordination to tho orders
of superiors are justifiable, then, possibly, I may have failed in my de-
fense. If to have suppressed the risings of mutiny is reprehensible, then
also am I not justified. If to have enforced the disciplinary laws of camp
IS a proceeding unwarranted, then have I been in error. But fellow
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cltizon«, I do not think so moanly of you as t„ cr..,Ut tho monsti-oiis «ip.
poHitlon that you (l.-llbonUoIy ivdvocvto niich a. stranKO hy,,.)th(»Hl8. Your
projndicoH asainHt in<. hnvo hw-u tho result of fboli,,^, ,„iHi„d hy tho acts
of my ,.nfi«lo«, and not the leHult of your own «ol.or jndKmont oiK-rating
upon facts and principles. Thoso facts aro now iHjforo you. By them
jrdgo mo in candor, and I will abido tho decision.

GEORGE McCLURE.

OK.VERAL OnnKRS.

Headquakteus, FoRTNiAOAnA, Dec. 12th.
Capt. Leonard will, as soon as possible, have a proportion of hand-

grenades in tho different block houses; and give directions to tho officers
of the infantry where they should bo posted, with their men, in case of
an attack. And should they not be able to maintain tho out work to
repair to the block and mess houses, and have everything arranged in
such a manner as though ho expected an immediate attack. Much is
expected of Capt. Leonard, from his long experlcMico and knowiedgo of
duty; anu the General feels confident that ho will bo well supported by
Capt. Loomis, of tho Artillery, as well as thr* offlcora of tho Infantry.

By order of.

Brigadier General McCLURE.
Donald Fraser,

Lieut. 15th U. S. Infantry, and Vol. Aid do Camp.

From tho Manllus Times, Jan. 4th, 1814.

BUFFALO BUKXED.

This distressing occun-enco, which has boon anticipated over since
Niagara was taken by the enemy, took place last Thursday forenoonWo have seen no ofliclal account of this attair, but have converged will,
thocxpress, Mr. Landon, who passed through this village on Saturday
morning last; and since, with several gentlemen who have left Willlam«
ville since that time, from whom we have obtained the follr v^- ,iartic
ulars: On Thursday morning, aboiU one o'clock, it was disoovei-l t'm.
a detachment of the enemy had landed just below tho Nav ',,,1 ^jj^n'
a mllo from Black Rock. A skirmish immediately commenced with our
Indians and a body of militia, who were stationed there as a corps of
observation, which lasted several hours. Towards daylight, a body of
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rogi.larfl, from eight hundrod to ouo thousand, with cannon, Ac, landed
ut the mouth of Uuflulo Creek, directly above the village, when, by a
a signal made, the party below lummenccd a violent attack on the ad-
vance. Our men—fluding themselves attaclcod on both flanks -imme-
dlately retreated, or rather fled, through the woods on to the road near
Major Miller's. Here General Hall rallied them and conducted them
towards Buffalo, whore they mot the enemy, and considerably hard fight-
ing took place. Uut what availed courage or numljers. Our troojis wore
not organized-had no cannon. Their muskets could not bo depended
on, and but few had but four rounds of ammunition when they took the
Held. They wore soon put to flight. It Is said that Gen. Hall con-
tlnued upon the field until he was almost entirely deserted, when ho was
obliged to retire. TL , vllla^L' was then burnt, with the exception of a
few houses, which are probably destroyed before this time. The village
at Black liock is also destroyed. The enemy are said to be in the vicin-
ity of Black Rock. The inhabitants are scattered in every direction-
most of them have come off to Williamsville, eleven miles this side of
Buffalo, where our force is assembled. No particulars of our loss in this
affair have been received; but it is believed to be considerable. Amongst
the slain is Col. Boughlon, of Ontario Dragoons.

A gentleman in high standing in the Quartmaster's Department, in-
forms that the loss the United States must have sustained in the cap-
ture of Niagara, cannot be less than two million five hundred thousand
dollars. There were In the fort when taken, ten thousand stand of arms
and two hundred and seventy tierces of clothing.

A general order of Gon. Provost, dated December 12th, directs that
all the American ofHcers and non-commissioned officers, prisoners of war
in Canada, be put in close confinement, on tho principle of retaliation.

From the Ontario Repository.

It is said the whole frontier, from Niagara as far up as Schlossor, and
several mih-s wide from the river, is laid waste, and tho inhabitants
either killed, taken or fled into the interior. The number of the enemy
that has effected so much in so short a time, or the name of their com-
mander, is not known. From the varied opinions cxpresssed, there were
perhaps twelve hundred, including Indians. A friend has obtained
and handed us the fellowing account of tho invasion of the Niagara fron-
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tier by the British and ludians, the capture of our fort, »na the atroci-
ties committed on our territory. It appears to us the most p-obable of
any that we have heard. It comes from a soldier who deserted from the
British at Lewiston on Sunday evening, after the event which he relates,
took place. Gen. Drummond, with between ten fc eleven hundred regular
troops, two hundred Canadian militia, and two hundred and riftyln-
•dians, landed soon after midnight at the Five Mile Meadow, from seven
boats which they had brought by sleighs from Burlington Heights. The
regular troopo consisted of a part of the 100th regiment, ->art of a regi-
.ment of Scotch Royals, and a few of the 49th. After they had landed
orders were given a^^d preparations made for attacliiDg Fort Niagara'
with the first appearance of daylight, and, in the meantime, Col. Mur-
ray, with five or six hundred regulars, was sent toward the fort to recon-
noitre. Instead of reconnojtering with intelligence, as r/as expected, by
daylight in the morning he informed Col. Drummond that he Md. taken the
fort; that two ofthe Scotch Royals had surprised our outermost sentinel and
compelled him to -municate the countersign, with which he had been
able to enter the gal ss of the fort without opposit'VE; ttat ,ifter he had
entered the gate he had little difficulty in possoosiug himseif of the place-
that not Hiucli American blood was spilt, and that the assailants had not
a man killed. The Colonel himself was wounded in the right arm. The
deserter further says, that a stone house, and two othe.-s, were saved at
Lewiston; that the British army had i« their possession a considerable
number of men, women and children, as prisoners, who they have placed
in a building near.the fort, arormd which they had planted a guard of
regular troops. He says that some of our people were murdered by the
Indians, but he thinks not near so many aa we supposed.
In speaking of the above distressing event, the Euitoi n,' the Geneva

Gazette remarks: Fort Niagara v,a8 the grand depot of military stores
for the northern and western frontiers. A great qupatity o' arms, am-
municion and clothing, besi leg the cannon and other munitions of war,
have fallen into the hands of the enemy. Various estimates have been
made of tke amount of public property in the fort. Some have estimated
it at five hundred thousand dollars; others a million. At the iime these
events happened. Gen. McClure was at Buffalo, and the k«t we heard of
him was at Batavia. We forbear to remark upon the military career of
this commander. The times are too gloomy for subjects of a trifling
nature. One circumstance we cannot omit to mention—which is, that
ai often as the movements of the enemy indicated an intention to dis-
•tress our frontier or attack our army, our Generals are found absent from
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fhe sticking place," or surrendering—osppcially those of the proclamation
class; witness, Hull, Smyth, Ac, &c. From the spirited manner in
which the militia turned out on the first news of these disasters, we are
in hopes that the village of Buffalo is safe, and that the enemy will be
checked in committing depredations in the country.

New Yokk, Tuesday, Jan. llth, 1814.
From the Niagara Frontier the accounts continue to be distressing in

the extreme. Want of room compels us to give only the heads of the
principal events.

A party of the enemy, on the 30th December, crossed the Niagara,
wear Black Rock. They wore met by the militia, under Gen. Hall, who'
being overpowered by numljers, was forced to give way. The enemy
burnt the villages of Black Rock and Buffalo. Col. Charles aad Major
Chapin were taken prisoners, and Mrs. Lovejoy, whose husband was
serving in the militia, was murdered by the British Indians.

After the destruction of Lewiston by the British, the bodies of William
Oardiner, John E. Low, E. St. John, (whose family can not be found,)
Doctor Alvard and othere, were found scalped and horribly mangled;
many others, it was supposed, had been thrown into the flames. It is

*aid that the enemy are marching towards Canandaigua, for the safety of
which place great fears are entertained.

COPY OF AN AKTICI.E IN A NEW VORK PAPER, JAN. 13tU, 1814.

ScRPRisEs.—After the surprise and capture of Winchester's army—
the surprise and capture of Ogdeusburgh last winter, with its valuable
etores-the surprise and capture of Gens. Winder and Chandler—and
numerous other surprises, so disgraceful to our arms—we had fondly
hoped that common prudence and vigilance had been beat into our mili-
tary officers, and that we should no more witness such disgraceful scenes.
But, to our surprise and mortiflcation, we have to conlirm the melan-
cholia fact that the Fort of Niagara, which was entrusted to a garrison
of only three or four hundred men, has ))een surprised in the very mo-
ment of an expentod attack, and taken possession of by the enemy, with
all its valuable stores, among which, we regret to say, were several
thousand stand of arms Iwlonging to this state. Whether the evident
misconduct of making this exposed post a depot for military stores,
clothing, Ac, is to be attribut<>d to Gov. Tompkins or the Secretary of
"War, w? will not pretend to know, but if our military affairs are not

25
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conducted bettor in the future than they ha.o hitherto been, we shall
not be surprised to learn, before the ensuing spring, that every frontier
post has fallen before the superior activity and vigilance of the enemy.

LETTER OP KATUANIEL SILL TO OEX. PORTER, AT ALBANY.

-^
Lima, 3d January, 1814.

DEARSiH.-Last Thursday morning the British made an attack atBlack Rock. Their plan of operation was so well concerted that they
could not failof succoeding. From the best information I could get itwould seem that our officers were apprised of the design, and, in consequence, took measures to repel the attack.
The enemy fii-st landed a detachment below the Navy Yard which

'

caused an alarm and drew the attention of our whole foij to thit quar
ter, at which time their main force was discovered to be approaching ourhore near the ware-house. Our whole force was then oilred to oppo"hs landing. t is said they fought well, but by the time theylna
themselves well engaged, the detachment of the enemy which fir^

ttewt'l '""''rrr
"" "^^^ ^"=' ""P^*"-*^ - ^'01.0 the 1 netthrew the whole force (about five hundred,) into confusion, and thoswho escaped, escaped by flight.

The enemy ihen marched to Buffalo-a detachment taking the road toGranger's mills. Chapin, with a few volunteers, fought with a fie dP^ce till his-men mostly deserted their post, when he su^renl ed Zarmy retreated to Eleven Mile Creek, and left the enemy in full po.ssion of he Whole countiy beyond that. We have as yet been ab e'toottam but a very imperfect account of the aftair. We suppose our lossnu.t have been severe. What the fate of the women and children muhave been who remained at Buffalo, is not yet known. We must Tvlost all our goods. They were deposited at Mr. Atkin's. Joseph (^mwas with them. I have this morning heard from him, that he\l t
!^

.ng to save such articles as he could, but 1 think he could save ., J.The nhabitants were flying from Batavia. We know that ,he wholicountry, as far as this place, is in imminent danger It is full !lWho would defend it, but they are desUtute of ^rms d a u rOne thousand hoi^emen would burn Canandaigua, and return w 1itu^ -

worlds
" ""'^'^ ""' ^"'"^'•''« «^"-' ^"--^ fi--ernor of

In haste, your servant,

NATHANIEL SILL.
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P. S.—The volunteers who turned out on this occasion from tliis quar-
ter, have been returning' hIucc tlie action, and we are told that Gen
Hall is left with a very small force. I shall be at Albany, if I am pros-
pered, in a few days.

EXTRACT OF AX AUTICI.K IN A NEWSPAPER.

Dated Batavia, Jan. 8th, 1813.
To the want of discipline, of subordination and proper concert, is to

be attributed the fate of Butfalo and lilack Rock. Our forces were not
only sufficient to have repelled, but to have captured the invaders. Our
frontier, from Buffalo to Niagara, now presents one continued scene of
ruin. The buildings that now remain in Buffalo are the jail (built of
stone) and a small wooden dwelling belonging to the widow St. John,
who had the address to appease the ferocity of the enemy so far as to re-
main in her house uninjured.

Since our last publication, the enemy have evacuated Black Rock.
Their last detachment crossed the river on Tuesday, since which time
the alarm so generally spread through this section, has in a great meas-
ure abated,.and a degree of calmness succeeded that of bustle and con-
fusion. Previous to evacuating Black Rock, the British fired every
building in that jilace but three. Two of these—a stone dwelling-house,
belonging to Peter B. Porter, and a store-house on the bank of the river'

—were blown up by a quantity of powder placed in them for that pur-
pose. A log house, in which some women and children had taken ref-
uge, was suffered to remain. This is an act of humanity in the enemy
not to be expected after the barbarous assassination of about twenty of
our wounded who had been carried into a barn near that place. AVo
have not been able to procure a list of the names of our men who have
been made prisoners. Of the killed, thirty-three have been found, but
being stripped of their clothing, few of them have been recognized.
This number, together with the wounded said to be inhumanly butchered
in a barn at the Rock, swells the list of killed to upwards of fifty.

The schooners Ariel, Little Belt, Chippewa, and sloop Trippe, lying
near Buffalo Creek, fell into the enemy's hands, and are probably de-
stroyed.

AN APPEAL TO HEXEVOLEXCE.

Caxandaigua, 8th Jan., 1814.

Gentlemen :—Niagara county, and the greater part of Genesee
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Which l.cs west of Batavia, arc completely depopulated. All the settle-
ments in a section of connfry forty miles s.pmre, and which contained
more than twelve thousand souls, are effectually broken uj,. These facts
you are undoubtedly acquainted with, but the distresses ihey have pro-
duced, none but an eye witness can thoroughly appreciate. Our roads
are filled with people, many of whom have been reduced from a state of
competence and good j.rospects to the last degree of want and sorrow
So sudden was the blow by which they have been crushed, that no pro^
vision could bo made to elude or to meet it. The fugitives from
Niagara county especially, were dispersed under circumstances of so
much terror that, in some cases, mothers find themselves wandering with
strange children, and children are seen accompanied by such as have no
other sympathies with them than those of co- ^,on sutferin-. Of the
families thus separated, all the members can never meet again in this
life; for the same violence which has made them beggars, has forever de-
prived some of their heads and others of their branches. Afllictions of
the mind, so deep as have been allotted to these unhappy people we
cannot cure; they can probably be subdued onlv 1)y His power who can
wipe away all tears. But shall we not endeavor to assuage them' To
their bodily want we cu. certainly adn.inister. The inhabitants of this
village have made large contributions for their relief in provisions
clothing and money; and we have been appointed, among other things'
to solicit further relief for them from our wealthy and liberal minded
fellow-citizens. In pursuance of this aj.^ointment. may we ask of you
gentlemen to interest yourselves pardculaily in their behalf? We be
heve that no occasion has occurred in our countrv which ..resented
stronger claims upon individual benevolence, and we humbly frust that
whoever is willing to a.swe,. these claims will always entitle" himself to
the precious rewards of aclive charity.

We are, gentlemen, with great resi)ect.

Your very oltedient servants,
Z. SEYMOUR, WILLIAM SIIEPARD
MYRON IIOLLEY. THADDEUS CHAPIN
THOMAS BEAf.S. MOSES ATWATFlt '

PIIINEAS P. BATES. NATHANIEL GORilAM.
Committee of Safety and Relief at Caiiandaigua.

To the Hon. DKWrrr Cunto.v, Col. Rohkkt Tnorr, Gen. Mathkw
CiARKso.v, Jo„v B. Cor.Ks. Es,,., Thomas Mokris, Esq., Moses
Rogers, Esq., Rouert Bowne, and Thomas Ei.dv. New York.
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Nkw York, Jan. 22d, 1814.

The Committee to wbom this communication was address-ed, arc per-

suaded that a publication of this affecting ajipeal to the Ijcnevolenco of
tlio community, is alone MifTiciont to insure the most liberal contribu-
tions; and they therefore inform their fellow-citizens that they will re-

cieve subscriptions at the i)laces annexed to their names, for the relief

of our distressed brethren on the western frontiers, and that subscription
papers for the same jnirpose will b(> left at the Tontine Coffee House and
City Tavern.

DeWITT CLINTON, City Hall.

MATIIEW CLARKSON, 26 Pearl street.

MOSES ROGERS, 7 State street.

ROBERT BOWNE, 250 Pearl street.

THOMAS MORRIS. 84 Chambers street.

THOMAS EDDY, 220 William street.

N. B.—Col. Troup and Mr. Coles are absent from the city.

EXTRACT OP A PROfLAMATIOX OF IMS EXCELI.ENl'Y LIEUTEXAXT-OENERAL
GEORGE PREVOST, COMMAXRER OF HIS MAJESTY'S FORCES IX XORTH
AMERICA.

Dated at QcEnEc, 12th January, 1814.
The complete success which has attended his majesty's arms on the

Niagara "ron tier having placed in our possession the whole of the ene-
my's posts on that line, it becomes a matter of imperious duty to retali-

ate on America the miseries which the unfortunate inhabitants of New-
ark had been made to suffer upon the evacuati(in of Fort George. The
villages of Lewiston, Black Rock and Buffalo, have accordingly been
burned.

xVt the same time that his excellency, the commander of the forces,

sincerely deprecates this mode of warfare, ho trusts that it will bo suffi-

cient to call the attention of every candid and impartial person, both
among ourselves and the enemy, to (he cireunislances from which it has
arisen, to satisfy them that this departure from the established usages of
war lias originated with America herself, and that to her alone are justly
chargeable all the awful and unhappy consecpienccs which have hitherto
followed and are likely to result from it. * * * Jt will hardly
bo credited by those who shall hereafter nmd it in (he page of liistoiy,
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that m tho enlightened era of thonineteentli continy, and in the inclem-
ency

.
a Canadian winter, tho troops of a nation calling itself Christian

had wantonly, and without tho shadow of a pretext, forced four hundred
helpless women and children to .put their dwellings and to l,o the mourn-
ful spectators of tho conflagration and total destruction of all that be
longed to thorn; yet such was tho fato of Newark, on tho 10th of Decem-
ber, a day which (ho inhabitants of Upper Canada can never forget, and
the recollection of which cannot but nerve their arms when opposed to
their vindictive foo.

On tho night of that day, the American troops, under Brig. Gen Mc-
Clure, being about to evacuate Fort George, which th<.y conld no longer
retain, by an act of inhumanity disgraceful to themselves and to tho
nation to which they belong, set fire to upwards of one hundred and fifty
houses, composing the village of Newark, and burned them to tho
ground-leaving without covering or shelter those " innocent, unfortu-
nate and distressed Inhabitants," whom that officer, by his proclamation,
engaged to protect. His excellency would have ill consulted the honor
of his country and the justice due to his majesty's injured and insulted
subjects, had he permitted an act of such needless cruelty to pass unpun-
ished, or had he failed to visit-whenever tho opportunity offered-upon
the inhabitants of the neighboring American frontier tho calamities in-
flicted upon those of our own. Tho opportunity has occurred, and a full
measure of retaliation has taken place-such as (it is hoped) will teach
tho enemy to respect, in future, tho laws of war, and recall him to a sense
ot what is due to himself as well as us.

In tho future prosecution of the contest to which so extraordinary a
character has In^-n given, his excellency must be guided by the course
of conduct which the enemy shall hereafter pursue.
Lamenting, as his excellency does, the necessityhnposed upon him of

retaha ing upon the inhabitants of America the miseries inflicted u],on
Newark, it is not his intcMition to pursue fnrther a system of warfare so
revolting to his own feelings and so little congenial to the British char-
acter, unless the future measures of the enemy should compel him again
to resort to it.

^

To those possessions of the enemy, along tho whole line of the fron-
tier Mhich have hitherto remained undisturbed, and which are now
witlun his excellencys reach and the mercy of tho troops under his com-
mand, his excellency has determined to extend the same forbearance and
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tho same frocdom from rapine and plunder which they have hitherto ex-

perienced; and from this determination the future conduct of the Ameri-

can government shall alone induce his excellency to depart. * * *

Adjutant-General's Office,
IIeaixjuarteus,

Quebec, 8th January, 1814,

E, )

OENEBAL ORDEUS.

His excellcncj', the commander of tho forces, lias tho satisfaction of

announcing to the troops that he has received a dispatch from Lieut.

Gen. Drummond, reporting the complete success of an attack that was
made at daybreak on tho morning of tho 30th December, on the enemy's
position at Black Rock, where he was advantageously posted with up-

wards of two thousand men, and after a short but severe contest, tho en-

emy was repulsed in the most gallant manner, and pursued in his retreat

to Buffalo, where he attempted to make a stand; but, upon receiving a

few rounds from the British fleld-pieccs, he abandoned that post also and
fled with precipitation to the Eleven Mile Creek, on Lake Erie, leaving

seven field-pieces and four schooners and sloopa, with a considerable

quantity of ordnance and other valuable stores, which have fallen into

our hands.

Tho enemy suffered severely, but from tho rapidity of his flight,

seventy prisoners only were taken, among whom is Doctor or Lieut. Col.

Chapin.

The corps under Maj. Gen. Iliall consisted of detachments of tho

fioyal Scots Eighth (or King's) Forty-first, and the flank companies of

the Eighty-ninth and One Hundreth regiments—the whole not exceeding

one thousand men.

The Lieutenant General bestows the highest praise upon tho undaunt-
ed courage and patient submission of the troops, in contempt of tho in-

clemency of the weather and hardships to which they were exposed.

No British officer has fallen on this occasion. Lieut. Col. Ogolvie,

Eighth, (or Kings) and Capt. Fawcett, One Hundredth Grenadiers,

were wounded; and it is supposed our loss does not exceed twenty-fivo

killed and fifty wounded.

Black Rock and Bufl'alo were burnt, previous to their evacuation by
•our troops, together with all the public buildings and tho four vessels.
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A consiaemble quantity of stores were wnt
flagratioii.

b, IIIBTORY OP BUFFALO.

away provioiia to tho con-

EDWARD PAYNES,
Adjiitant-Gcnoial N. G._

TO ms KXCELLKNCV THK OOVKKKOK OK TilK HTATK 0. S„W YORK.

Si« T..„ n
/^.'^•^"'^''^"^""S Niagara FRo.vTrKU, Jan. 6th, 1814.

of the dOth D..cen..K.r, and tLo i,„„eno„s necessity of taking ....caut onary measures against the a.lvanc.s of the enemv ,,„f u
^'"

,

tofiirniali of n„ i- .
"' *^"*^'">' l'"' it out ol my powotfurnish at an earl.er period a detailed account of the operatJons on

d ^Tu J "' '"'"*'' •"^"^''"''^^ ""^ omharrassinT o Id
ouH :; „e:,::r"' " "r"^

°' """'"« '^"''^"""•'' facts rdatirtoour 088, 8inco tho forces under my command were of that multiform .Ie«

volunttci-8, m.htia and exempts, hastily and cenfusedly assembled in M..niomen Of alarm, and dissipated by tho events of a batt"

power to repel the enemy and protect the frontier Th *,
^

camp.
ntcessaiy conveniences of a

In tho evening of the 22d Decem))er, Gen McClure wifh n

fan,, .„.„. ,» «,,„,. „„.,..„ u„, Co,. L :,L : ; .S'f
°' """

.... or L,o.. CO,. -r.i;:,;;;: ::::;:::-;:-,;:;
--

.* .oad, „f,oe„ „i,o, .., Of L»i...„, ,o co„«. .„0 I/I,,",:!!
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munition in his powiT, wliicli had been removed from tho arseiwl iit

Lewiston, and was then dispersed on tho road and diflerent parts of tho
country, and with instnictionH to act ns circumstanceH and the natiiio
of hia force would permit, a{,'ainst the enemy; and, if pructical.le, to

effect a junction with tho main force at Buffalo, by the way of Manclies-
ter and Schlosscr, and thenco up tho river to Blaclcllock; leaving, m a
reserve, the corps under Col. Atchinon at their station near Lewiston. I

then ordered tho remainder of tho troops to Buffalo, with tho exception
of the regular forces, over whom I assumed no command.
On tho morning of tho 25th, I proceeded to Buffalo, leaving General

AlcCluro at Batavia, with instructions to organize such detachments of
volunteers as might arrive, and direct their march for Buffalo. I arrived
in Buffalo on tho morning of the 26tli, and there foiuid a considerable
body of irregidar troops of various descriptions—disorganized and con-
fused—and everything wore the appearance of consternation and dismay.
On the same day, I is-supd an order to the several commandants of corps,

for a return of the number of efl'ective men under their command; and
an order to Capt. Camp, A. D. Q. M. General, for a return of the ord-
nance stores, in the Quartermaster's Department; a copy of which return
I have heretofore )iad tho honor to forward to your Excellency, and
which sufliciently exhibits tho destitute condition of the department.
On tho 27th, I ordered a review of all tho troops under my command at
Buffalo and Black Rock, when I found my numerical force to bo as fol-

lows: At Buffalo, under Lieutenant Colonel Seymour Boughton, of
tho cavalry and mounted volunteers, one himdred and twenty-nine;
Lieut. Col. Blakeslle, of the Ontario exempts and volunteers, four hun-
dred and thirty-three; Lieut. Col. Cyrenius Chapin, of the Buffalo mili-
tia, one hundred and thirty-six; Lieut. Col. Mallory, of tho Canadian
volunteers, ninety-seven; Major Adams, of tho Genesee militia, three
hundred and eighty-two. At Black Rock were stationed, under command
of Brig. Gen. Hopkins, three hundred and eighty-two effective men,
composed of tho corps comnmnded by Lieut. Col. "Warren and Lieut.
Col. Churchill, exclusive of a body of thirty-seven mounted infantry,
under command of Capt. Ransom; eighty-throo Indians, under command
of Lieut. Col. Granger, and one piece of field artillery—a six pounder—
and twenty-five men, under command of Lieut. Seely; making my ag-
gregate nominal force on tho 27th to bo one thousand seven hundred and
eleven men; add to this a regiment of Chautauqua militia, under com-
mand of Lieut. Col. McMahan, which arrived at Buffalo on tho 2nUi,
about three hundred men, which swells my force to two thousand and
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1 tbn T. " " """"" '"' " ""^'''"' "'""' -"^ «">T"- of .„.mu.n on that a Rroufor ,,„rt of the cartridge, for Col. McMahan's rcKiment

Uon of attack ng the village of BulTuIo or IJlaek Rock, which loft mono a moment
«
repose from the arduous .luty of preparing the most effec

mder .w o
'" "' r"' '"' ""''""« "'« '^"^'"^ "'"^ ">« «™<1« forceiinaei my comninnd.

onlilv-l' m!?'
'T T

'"''"'""'" ''' *° '''""=•"•" «"^'^ information as to thoontmy H mo,ementH-,rom a citizen who made his escape from Canada-as to leave me no doubt as to thoir intentions.

thatol'^r'"'"'"''
*'" '"''' '^' '"^''^" «'^'"^'^' I '<"=«'-''^ information

i s C eJ^
'"^^" "^^"^ "" -^ ^''-^ •^-'-ce below Conjoka-

I>n«.ng and bravo officer, ha.l his horse shot i.nder him. The enemya vanced and took possession of the Sailor's .atter,, near Conjokatres

I wl J "!" """" ''""^'•^'"'"^y P-^^a^lod and stood hy their arms

aTn^sofT"''"",?
^^'"^^'"'"' ''' ™^ ^°"^^ ^"-^ -i ^- thedarkness of the night was not favorable for making observations I wa«ap ehens.ve the enemy designed to make a feignctl attack below BllckRock, for the purpose of drawing off my force «rom the village of Buf

.10, preparatory to a landing above the village, intending thereby to

ne:::':„:r"\ ^'"««mebeinganxiousto anticipate'h

oops at Black Rock, commanded by Cols. AVarren and Churchill, (GenHopkins emg absent from camp,) to attack the enemy and enLor todislodge them from the battery and drive them to tbdr boats The at

on the first fire of the enemy and the darkness of the night. They wer^d spe.e and not again embodied under the proper officers through the

cess. The men were thrown into confusion by the enemy's fire, and afterkirmishing a short time fled, and were not again embodfed th oT^hday. I then ordered the corps under the command of Col Blakctlie toa.^ance to the attack, and at the same time I put the remainder my

Black Rock. On approaching tho village at Black Rock, I discovered a
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dotachraont of tlu» enemy's boats crossing to our shore, and bending their

course townrd's Gen. Porter's lioii.se.

The divy was now beginning to dawn. I immediately eounteniianded

the order given to Col. niaiavslio, to attacli the enemy's left, and directed

them to form and attack the enemy's centre, at the water's edge.

I now l)ecamo satisfied as to the disiiosition and object of tho endmy,
which I ascertained to ))o as follows: Their left wing was composed of

about eigiit hundred regular Iroojis and incorporated militia, and ono
hundred and (ifty or two hundred Indians were disposed below Conjoka-

ties Creek, and had been landed under cover of the night. With this

force the enemy designed to cover their left, out-flank our right, and cut

off our retreat by the woods.

With their centre, consisting of four hundred Uoyal Scots, commanded
by Col. Gordon, the ))attle was commenced. Tho right—which was pur-

posely weak—was landed near the main battery merely to divert our
forces; tho whole under tho immediate command of Lieut. Col. Drum-
mond, led on by Maj. Gen. Riall. They were attacked by four field

pieces in l)attery at tho water's edge; at tho same time tho battery from
tho other sido of tho river opened a heavy fire upon us of shells, hotshot

and ball. Tho whole force now opposed to tho enemy was at most not over

six hundred men, the remainder having fled, notwithstanding the exer-

tions of tho officers. Those few brave men disputed every inch of ground,

with tho steady coolness of veterans, at the expense of many valuable

lives. Tho defection of tho militia, by roa.son of the ground on which
they must act, left the forces engaged exposed to the enemy's fire in front

and flank; and after standing their ground for half an hour, opposed by
an overwhelming force, and nearly surrounded, a retreat became neces-

sary to their safety, and was accordingly ordered. I then made every

oCTort to rally tho troops, with a view to attack their columns as they en-

tered tho village of Buffalo, but all in vain. Deserted by my principal

force, I fell l)ack that night to Eleven Mile Creek, and was forced to leave

the flourishing villages of Black Rock and Buffalo a prey to the enemy,

which they have pillaged and laid in ashes.

At the Eleven Mile Creek I collected l)etween two and three hundred
men who remainod faithful to their country. With these I preserved the

best show of defense in my power, to cover the fleeing inhabitants and
tho advances of the enemy. The enemy hate gained but little plunder

from the luiblic stores. Tho loss has fallen upon individual sufTercrs.

Eight pieces of artillery fell into the hands of the enemy, of which but

one was mounted on a traveling carriage. AVhat little remained of tho
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P .I.lie HtorcH. c,»,ml.l.. of l„.i..K remove,!. Ih pn-wn-vod, through tho oxer-
loHH ot c'lipt. (;,„„,,, of tho Q„art,.rinaHt,,-.s D.-pailinri.t, whoHo l.mvry

18 only ...,,.alli,l Uy his ucliv.. /.,.ul for tlu- public unvko.
It iH not in my power to glvo n particular account of our Iosh In killed

ami uoun.lcl, uh Iho uourul...! K.'ncrally Kot olf l.y the uhl .,f their frlen.lH
'in.r (ulv<.n lo tiM.ir houu-H, u,„l o„r .lou.l w.-ro mostly l,uri...l l.y tho eno-
niy; but f«„n the l,e«t Infornnitiou I can collect, our Iohh Ih ulmut thirty
killed uu.l. porhapM. forty wouu.le.I. I„ priHo„,.rH. our 1oh8 Ih aHcertaiued
to be Hl.vly-nine-twelvo „f whom are wounded.
Tho onemy'H loss must be nu.ch Kr.'ater, uh many w.-ro kiih-d in their

boats before lan.IiuK. Their Ions may reuHonably be presumed, in killed
nnd W(.uuded, at not less than two hundred.

Lieut. Col. Uoughton. of tho Light Uranoons, is among onr «laln. TTownH a good oltlcer a.wl a raluablo ci(i..en. I regret it is not in my power
o do just.ce to all tho.so who were engage.l orv-this day. Tho veteran
illukesieaud his corps were pre.emin..ntly .listinpuished. Th.-re were
of tho broken remains of other corps many olHcors an.l soldiers whose
bravery and good conduct deserve my wannest praise; but Imving fought
irregularly .n detachments, I cannot .lesignato to them the justice thoy
«U-«orye. Tho goo.l conduct of Lieut. Seely and Lieut. Farnun.. whoImd charge of the artillery, was particularly noticed. Tho cavalry, un-
<lerCol. Jloughton. and tho mounte.l volunleers, under Major Warren,
receive my thanks for tho prompt obedience of onle.-s, and tho valuable
serv.ces rendered in the fatiguing duty of palroling. And it is a matter
ot regret that tho natnro of tho ground deprived me of that support
wbich might confidently expect from their bravery. To Lieut. Fraser,
of the Un.led Stales Infantry, I tender n.y thanks for tho volunteer ser-
vice winch ho rendei-ed me as one of my staff. To n.y two aids-do-camp.
Majors! ohnes and Norton, I cannot withhold my warmest thanks for
tlieircool, deliberate bravery, and the alacrity with which they executedmy orders from tho first moven.ent of the troops in tho n.orning to the
close of tho day.

*'

I have the honor to be.

Your ExcoUeucy's most obedient and humble servant,

A. HALL, Major General.

I.rST OF AMKKa-AN'.l.IUSO.\KI!S TAKEN" AT BLACK UOCK.

Allen H. Millard, aid to Gen. IIo, kins, Lieut. Col. Gardiner, v.-ound-
od in tie thigh, Ensi.n C. Stewart, Eueben Peirce, Eli SImttuck, Jona- man,
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tliun I'utrmni, S. Towlor, John Aumh'u, Joiiullmii AIk.t, Ulnomllcld;
Cupt. J. Kowloy, lAmt. John Lwk, lUv.okiali l'.iriM..U..s Ira Smllh. Sani-
ii«l r.TkiiiH. Siiinucl OllliH. Ilciry I'.udy, OitIh Turm>r, Liuhcr Hawloy,
Victor; La/uni« Church, Williiim Miller, (woun.lcd in (ho chck), —

.

Whiting, Abram AVhltm.y, Jolm Conunt. Kunm<.| Clmk, Set!. C'htvppol",
AnioH JinicHon, AnKon Mnrniy, DciuiiH l-'roHt, (wounded in tlio Bliouldor),
Avon; l)v. Jonathan Camn.cl, Asa Woodford, Analicl Martin, .lonatluin
IfiehardHon, SocraloH Kwifl, (wounded in tlio l.cily), l!..njanii.i Ilarrott,
(wounded in the body), Livonia; Capt. U. McKay, Levi HrouRhton, Wm!
Martin, SaniuH HurKiH, Stephen I'ealM.dy, (wounded in the head), ThoH.'
(irant, (wounded in tlio thi«h and body). Chenter Noraniore, Caledonia-
Levi Karnham, Willis Uuell, Wn,. (J. Hathaway. Leroy; \Vm. Ilutch-
iHHon, llolden Allen, Itlack Uoek; Friend JohuHon, Oliver Stetson,
(hautau.pni; KuHign Wni. Martin, Kllicott; llen.au Willcox. Iielli..|; Wni'.
Kickox, Jacol) C. Looniis, CanaiulaJKua; Daniel C. (iould, Daniel S.'
Cole, I'omtVet; James Lyon, Joel Allen, Sylvester UlodRett, Ai.ollofl
Fordham, Levi Wright, David I'alnuM-, Anson Bristol. Lemuel Chi|.n.an,
Jr., Jacob Jackson, (wounded in both thighs). Sheldon; Lodowick
Champion, Mathew Peck, Benjamin Russell, H.-nry Dorsey, Daniel Vail,
Bethany; John Harris, Clarence; Jesse Warner, (wounded in the thigh)'
Amos Thomi.Hon, Wanton Brownell, (wounded in the arm). I'lielps'
Jabez Smith, (wounded in the thigh), Bristol; Wm. Lyon. Honeyoye;
Col. C. Chapin, John Lay, Charles C. Wells, William Wilbur, Rufus
Botsford, Josej.h D. Hoyt, Robert Keane, Timothy Strong. Benjamin
Hodge, Jr., Daniel Buxton, Captain R. Harmon. George Stow, Daniel
Terry, Bufl'alo.

Killed at her house, in the village of Buffalo, by the British TndianF,
Mrs. Sally Lovejoy, wife of Joshua Lovejoy, Esq., ag<'d about 3b years.

The editor of the Buffalo Gazette informs his former subscribers that
the Gazette is again established at Harris' Tavern, near Williamsville.
All letters, communications, &c., may bo directed Williamsville, Niag-
ara county, N. Y.

t>

The following persons have been identified among those vhat fell on
the morning of the 30th December and the 1st inst., in the attack on
Black Rock and Buffalo: Col. Seymour Boughton, Avon; Major Wm
C. Dudley, Calvin Carey, Peter Hodman, Eden; Adjutant Joshua Tott-
man, Canadian Volunteers; Aaron Nash, Hanover; Dennis Bracket
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Esq., Chautauqua; Mr. Sniiloy, noar Chautauqua La'cc; Job Iloysiuj?-

ton, John Roop, Samuel Holmes, N. D. Keep. John Triskct, JaH. Nesbit,

Robert Fninldin, (colored) and Mr. Myers. BufFalo; Robert Ilill, Adam
Lawfer, Black Rock; Newman Baker, Parley MoHat,Wm. Chccsmaii. Ham-
burgh; Jacob Vantine, Jr., Moses Feno, Clarence; Mr. Reed, Willink;
—

.
Lindsay, of Livonia; — . Wilson, of Bloomfleld; Bethel Martin, a

transcient person.

Wo had collected materials to give a short narrative of the battle of
Black Rock, but on reflecting that a month has already elapsed since

that event; that several accounts coming from officers in the action have
been published; that all the statements disagree in essential particular.s,

and that any statement we might make would be liable to inaccuracies,

we have determined to omit any publication at present. The ofHcial

account may soon be expected.

FROM THE OXTAniO RKPOSITOKY, MARCH IStiI, 1814.

The Committee of Supplies and Relief at Canandaigua, have received

for distribution among the inhabitants of the Niagara Frontier, who suf.

fered by the late invasion, one thousand three hundred and forty-seven

dollars and ten cents.

THADDEUS CHAPIN,
MYRON HOLLEY.

The Legislature appropriated fifty thousand dollars for the same pur-

pose.

AXTUOXY LAMIi TO UOV. TOMPKIXS.

Alrany, Jan. 20th, 1814.

Sir:—Agreeably to your excellency's orders. I left this city on the 4th
instant, and proceeded with all possible disjiatch (o the Niagara frontier.

On my arrival at BlooniHeld, in the county of Ontario, I met Gen. Hall,

who was on the jioint of returning to Batavia, to collect the troops who
had been detached under your excellency's order of the 26th November,
which amounted to one thousand, which he had ordered out on authori-

ty sub.sequently given him.

On my arrival at Batavia, I found that the inhabitants of that place

and the country west as far as Buflalo, on the main road, had, on receiv.
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ing information of the landing of the enemy, (led and left their liomcs,
but were generally returning. I proceeded to Bullalo and found that
flourishing village totally destroyed. The only buildings remaining in
it are the goal, which is built of stone, a small frame-house and anV
morofs shop. All the houses east of JJuftalo on the IJatavia road, for two
miles, excepting log houses, arc also destroyed, and almost every build-
ing between Buffalo and Niagara, along the river, had, I was imormed
shared the same fate.

'

The enemy had with him at Black Rock and Buffalo a number of In-
dians, (the general opinion in that country is about two hundred,) who
pursued their accustomed mode of horrid warfare by tomahawking,
scalping and otherwise mutilating those who fell into their hands'
Among the victims of their savage barbarity was a Mrs. Lovejoy, of
Buffalo, who M-ae tomahawked and afterwards burnt in her own house.
The conduct of these savages has struck the minds of the people on the
Niagara frontier with such horror as to make it absolutely necessary that
a more efficient force than ordinary militia of the country be employed
for its protection, to prevent its becoming entirely depopulated.

There was, when I left Batavia, between five and six hundred militia
at Williamsville and in its vicinity, under the command of Gen. Hop-
kins, and about the same number on the Ridge Road, near the arsenal,
under the command of Col. Hopkins. It was the intention of Gen. Hall,'
who was at Batavia, to make up a number at each of these stations to
one thousand men. There was also at Batavia about one hundred regu-
lars. under the command of Alajor Riddle, who had received orderrto
march to Williamsville.

As the enemy had re-crossed into Canada, leaving no part of his force
on our territory, except the garrison of Fort Niagara, I did not think it

necessary for me to remain in the country, or to e.xerclse the plenary
powers with which you were i)leasod to invest mo, especially as the au-
thority given to Gen. Hall appeared to me lo be amply sufficient to en-
able him to give a temporary protection to that frontier. I am decided-
ly of oj.inion, however, that it is absolutely necessary that a force of a
more permanent, substantial nature should bo provided, with as little

delay as possible,

Sir, I have the honor to be.

With the greatest respect,

Your most oliedient servant,

ANTHONY LAMB.
His Excellency Gov. Tompkins.
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MAJOR LEE TO TUE SECRETARY OF WAR.

Fort George, Sept. 18th, 1813.
Sir:-I am ordorod by Gen. Wilkinson to forward the enclosed papers

—one a letter from a committee of throe, of which P. B. Porter is the
first, and the other a letter from Daniel Rodman, the organ of an associ-
ation of residents in and near Canandaigua.

I Lave the honor to be

Your most obedient servant,

11. LEE, Jr.,

Major of Infantry and
Aido-de-Camp to Maj. Gen. AVliynson.

Gen. Armstrong, Secretary of AVar.

letter to QEX. WILKIXSOX, at KORT GEORGE.

Black Rock, Sept. 17th. 181.3.
SiR:-In consecjuence of encouragements from Gen. Boyd that a gen-

eral and decisive movement was about to bo made by the army, and That
an additional force was desiral)le. we repaired to Fort George, about
five weeks ago, with five hundred men, consisting of volunteers, uiilitia
and Indians. Most of us remained there twelve or fourteen davs, but
our hopes not being realized, the men continually dispersed and went
home, not. however, witiiout exiiectations again encouraged by Gens
B.iyd and Williams, that we sboul 1 be shortly called on again t(i .id in
operations which the people in this i)artof the country, so long harassed
).y the calamities of war, feel so strong an interest in forwarding.
ruder similar expectations, many of our frien.ls in the interio have

intimated to us tlu'ir readiness to join with respectable reinforce. ,.Mits
.ill the shortest notice, and we are informed that one compain ,bout
seventy strong, is actually on iis march, and will be here to-du- ,• (q.
morrow.

We are. at this moment, much at a loss how to act, and our <!

is increased by the various rumors and conjectures circulated ))y t'

ous oflicers daily arriving at hea.hiuarters, some of whom reiuvs
no offensive operations are to be undertaken on this frontier. )

tlie regular army is immediately to be marched either to tlie ;

tack Kingston, or to the west to join Gen. Harrison. Others ^.

an attack is to be made upon the British forces in the vieinit

place. Under these circumstances we are induced to inrpijr

fulty

\ari-

that

lliat

o at-

' hat

this

you
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%vli('tlicr such a foico as wo Iia\(. in our power to raise, is desired by you
toettectuato your plans, and ir so. in wLat numl)erH and at what'tiine
If it bo your olyeet to sally out upon the enemy at Fort Georoc wo
could bring you a respectable force; but, on the contrary, if you "medi-
tate an attack at some other point, and the withdrawal of (he re-ndar
troops at Fort George, and placing this frontier on the defensive only
by means of militia, we w.add observe that our prepared force is of .such
a character as could not be engaged in this service. Upon the supposi-
tion that you intend to withdraw the regular troops from this frontier.
wo bog leave to submit a proposition for your consideration.

AVo believe that we are not incorrect in saying that it would n.quire
nearly or as great a force to defend this line of frontier against a "ivon
force of the enemy, as it would to attack and subdue him. ,>^ir G^ioro-e
Prevost has ordered the militia of Ui,per Canada to be ordered out en
masse. They are to assemble on Sunday next. And if. after v.Mir de-
l)arluro, the enemy opposite here should take it in his head t.. retain all
Oiis regular force and play off his .skill against the ine.xperienc.. of our
militia, we might have occasion to fear a repetition of former scenes in
the present war. Our proiwsition (in case of y.,ur leaving' this place) is
that wc be permitted to raise, betweon this and the lirst of October, a
volunteer force of from one thousand to twehv hundivd nu'U. exclusive
of Indians; that we add to it as many of the militia stathmed ..n the
lines as may be willing to join us; that we l,e furnished with a small
train (say four pieces) of field artillery, with ..xp<.rieneed otllcers and
men to fight them; and that with this force we l,e authorized to inv ide
the enemy-s country. .Should you think proper to eonrer such authority
on us, and direct that the volunteers shall he furnished with anus, ani-
inunition,provisions.&c..and rece.ve pay while in actual service. we pled-e
ourselves that before the close of the season, that we will oceupv tlio
whole of the valuable and populous peninsula ojiposite this river' and
either capture, destroy or dispc.rs<.. aU the enemy-s force in this .p.aru.r.
You may, perhaps, make it convenient to send an answer bv the

bearer, Cupt. Hall.

AVe are. sir. most resiiect fully. Ac..

PETEU ii. P()UT1:K.

("VJaCXIlS ClIAl'LV,

Gon. AV„.Kixsox.
'''''^'''' McCLlKE.

26
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(iKx. wri.Krxsox's uei-lv.

Fort GEoiuiE, Sept. ISlli, 1813.
Gentlemen- :-Your letter of yesterday, which reacbed mo last eve-

ning, gives you a claim to my aclvnowlo.lgments, an<l to those of your
country. But as I am altogether imautliorizcd l.y lau- or instructions to
sanction your plan for the levy of a 1)ody of volunteers, and as your an-
ticipations, propositions and suggestions embrace a range and character
upon wliicli I have neither riglit nor authority to deliberate, I have con-
sidered it my duty to present a copy of your letter to tlio Secretary of
AVar, now at Sacket's Harbor, by express, for his deliberation and deci-
sion. I hope he may find it convenient and proper to meet your views,
and have only to ad.l that you shall be advised of lus answer without a
moment's delay, after it reaches my hands.

With higli consideration and respect.

I have the honor to be. gentlemen.

Your most obedient servant,

JAMES WILKINSON,
To 1

.
B. Pouter, Major CHAriN and Josepu McClure.

FRO.M THE liLFKAI.O GAZETTE, KEIf. StH, 1814.

FoRTi-.vATE EscAPE.-It is with pleasure wo inform our readers of the
escape of Mr. Jacob A. Barker, son of Judge Barker,, and Lieut. Isaac
A\arner. son of Deacon Warner, of Phelps, from captivity in Canada
Mr. Barker, it will bo recollected, was taken at Pierce's tavern, Schlos-
ser. and AVarner was wounded and taken at Black Rock.
On Tuesday evening last, Barker and AVarner were in the hospital

two miles up the river from Fort George. According to some previous
arrangements, they left the hospital, whicli was guarded, and proceeded
two miles up the river and formed a raft, with rails, and proceeded at
much hazard, to cross the river. The river being some choked with ice
they were oblige.l. in a measure, to take the current of the river, and
landed only aljout a mile and a half above Fort Niagara. They then
went on in safety to the American camp.
From Mr. Barker, we learn that the Ibrce assembled for the invasion

of Black Rock and Buffalo was about two tliousand. including Indian.s
and militia; that, from the best inlbrmation he could gain, the British
lost, in killed, one hundred and fifty, and out of between eighty and a
hundred taken across the river, two thirds died of their wounds- that
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no i,nl,lic or j-rivato ^rojiorty of a„y amount was taken across tlic rivor
l.y the ISriti.sh army IVom any part of oar lVn„ii<.r. save what waM ta'cen
at Fort Niagara an,l what the sava^. s carri.,! ,;„ thoir l.a.ks. Th. Can
arlian miliiia j.liMidorcd conslilcral.h'.

Th(, British havo romovod iho pickols of Fort G.oroo, an.l are
slrc.ngthoning Fort Niagara. All their woo.l they obtain from the Cana-da side .since Gen. .John Swift captured their choi.i.ers.
Maj Gen. Uiall commands on the Niagara froulier-has his headquar-

ters at Queonston Mountain. The Oue Hundn.dil, regiment is at nresent
stationed from Chippewa to Fort Erie. Lieut. Gen. Drummoml has gone
to Kingston and is understood to be preparing a force to go against
backets llarlKu-. He only waits the arrival of two regiments of nb-l,.
land Scots, which were on their march from Quebec a fortnight si„I...A great effort will unquestionably bo mado to destroy our shli.pinn- ai
tluitMace. It is said that Gens. Proctor. DeRot.euburg and Vincent
arc ordered home to England. It is rumored that the One IIundr..dth
regiment, will, all the Uritish Indians, are to be sent against AlaMen

Theliritish give our militia credit for the spirited manner in which
hoy commenced the action, and had stated unreservedly that had they
held out half an hour longer, the British would have Ix.en defeate.l.

D.VXIKI, KOnMAX TO CiKX. WII.KIXSOX.

Cax.vxi)ai(;l-a, Sept. 14th, 181.:i.
Sin :-A large number of the patriotic citizens of this and the adjoining

towns, anxious to do their duty in a crisis so interesting to the nation in
genera

,
and to this part of the country in particular, have associated

themselves to volunteer their services to the United Slates for the residue
of the campaign at least.

In order to ellectuate their intentions, however, it will be necessary
that their movements should receive your approbation and sanction, and
that they should be assured that the corps, whether a company, or
battalhon, or (as is possible) a regiment, should ),e received, organized
and countenanced by your order and authority.

The lateness of the .season, and the anxiety of the members, induce „s
to request an early and authoritivo reply, that the association may be
e<iuipped according to law, and ))e useful to their country this season

It may not be hardly decorous for us to say it. but we must observe
that tUo subscribers Avill prove to be excellent and l>rave soldiers.

In their behalf, lam, Ac,

„ . ^ DANIEL ROD.MAX.
aiaj.-Gen. ^\!I.KIxso^•, Commanding Fort George.
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IXTEUKSTINCi I>AI!TI(II,.\riS OK TlIK r.VI.I, OK TOIIT MAIJAlti.

Robert Leo, E.-<i.. lute of F<.rt XiuKniu, lius just iTtuincd (Voin the
Province of Upiu-r Ciinada. wlicic he lm<l been taken iw a i>risoncr on
the HiirrenJer of Fort Niagara. Not having seen anything like a correct
account of llie loss of our fori, of tlie slaugiiter of our itrave soldiers, or
of the enemy-s treatment of them and our fellow citizens whom Ihey had
taken prisoners, we feel it a meh'-^ .. i v snCsfaction that wo have it now in
our power to give the particulii- r tragical event, from a gentle-
man so intelligent and .«o well j, ., uted wilh the situation of Fort
Niagara, and of the subsequent conduct of the enemy.

The fort was attacked, or rather entered, by the enemy a))out f(jur

o'clock on Ibo morning of the l!)th ult. So silently was this done, that
the garrison was not alarmed when the enemy entered the gates of the
fort. On their entering, .souk; liring took place between the guard at the
southeast block house, and the sick in the red barracks, on thejiart of the
Americans and tiie enemy that had. and wore, entering the gale. The
whole American force in the fort at tiiat time was, at least four hundred
including men of all descriptions; thrett hundred and fifty of those were
able and willing to defend the fort to the last oxti'cmily. in the way the
impotent and convalscent were able to do. viz: firing on the oikmy from
the block house, barracks, itc. The principal, and in fact the only re-

sislance the enemy met with, was from the sick in the jed barrack.«. and
the guard at the southeast block house.

From the order of congratulation issued i>y the enemy the same
morning, it appeared we had lost sixty-five in killed, and fifteen

wounded—the wounds, as the order said, were by the bayonet, but this

order was issued \ ery soon after the enemy got possession of the fort,

and did not include fifteen of our poor fellows that were afterwards
bayoneted in the cellars of the houses. Our whole number killed was
at Kast, eighty. The British force that took po.sse.ssion, was about four
hundred, commanded ))y Col, Murray, who was wounded in the arm on
entering the gale; the command then devolved upon Col. Hamilton.
The private property in the fort was given up to plunder. He does not
believe that any individual saved anything, except the clothes he had
on. Capt Leonard, the American commander, was at his house, about
two miles distant from the fort, and, hearing the attack, rode towards
the fort a rd was made prisoner, and wa.s kept in close confinement two
days and a half—how much longer our informant does not know. A
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non-commi,s.si..n.Ml ., nicer an.l ul,„ut hvonty privates ma.lo their escajic
about tlie tiiuo of tiiu uttadv, by scaling tlie pickets. Our soldiers were
kept two (lays iu closo and mlsoralile couliiieineiit, without the use of pro-
visions and witli a very scanty supply of wood and water; nt the expiration
of which, Ijotli the citizens and soldiers wore crossed over the river and
lodged in a part of what had been the lirilish nia-a/.ine at Fort George,
and in open plank and board huts, in either situation it was impossible
to lie down. The magazine was so lilthy that many of the prisoners be-
cauio infested with vermin. They remained there seven days. The
citizens were then removed to a brick building near Qucenston, where
they were so much crowded that it was impossible to take any kind of
comfort either by day or night. The supply of provisions was no only
scanty, but of the worst kind. Meat of the most inferior and r- -^ulsive
quality, and bread that cannot be described, both at this plact ird at
the magazine. Ac. What water tlui prisoners used they had to purchase.
Our informant believes that through the induence of a gentleman resid-
ing in Upper Canada, himself, with ten other citlzen.s, were permitted to
cross over to the United States.

On the lath inst., the residue of the citizens, to t' . number of about
•seventy, were marched under a strong guard to Burlington Heights, and
from thence, it was Baid and believed, would bo sent to Kingston. It
was a matter of fre(iuent conversation and exultation ))etweenthe British
non-commissioned ofllcers and the privates, while our informant was a
prisoner under guard, that the Americans cried out and l.egged for quar-
ter, l)ut that they bayoneted, or in their language skivered them, notwith-
standing. The women and children tliat were taken at and near
Lewiston were stripped of the principal

] art of their clothing and taken
across the river. After cur informant was allowed to cross, he ajipliod
for sonu; kin.l of protection from the British commander from parties of
their Indians and others scouting on the American side of the river, but
was answered ho could have none; he, and the rest, must make the best
of their way to the American line.

COL. CILU'IN TO TlIK I'LHLIO.

The distressing scenes exhibited on the Niagara frontier last fa'! and
winter navlng excited many painful sensations and anxious inquiries for
the causes which led to those disgraceful disasters, have induced mo to
lay before the public some of the most conspicuous actors of tho.se ba^e
exploits.



40G HISTOKV OF JJL'FFALO.

While iho Aincncan rogulur forces conlinuea ut Fort GoorKo nothing

McC o .ppeaml. Ho, with nnu-h ,,on,p and ..ara.lo. however, kept o„tOf hau„ „ ,vay Uy vuhng „,, »„,, ,l.,,vn upon the east si,le of the Streights

nutc! the enemy from his encampment at the Four Wile Cn.k. Then
th..s m.ghty man cros...l the nver with all the wind of a Ilnll or afen 7 1, nuled ,.y the f.eti.l ..reuth of J. c. 8.. who hur.st forth with terrorand inge upon the defensel,.ss inhabitant, of Canada. The.e terrible
U..CH however, very cautiously avoided any engagen.ent with the ene-

in 7 '""T'"' " """''^'"' ''"• "'™ '" ^"'' ^"'•' ^-'""'n »"'^ ehil-
.on to lay waste their dwellings; to -burn up the d-d rascals " was

their favorite ma.xim.

Their march fnnn the Reavr Dan. to (^.eenston. will long be renu^m-
bered .,y the distressed victims of that n.arch. Propertv of ahnost everv
dosenpt.on was plundered, and buildings burned under his own eyc^

ins. however, was a mere prelude to the tragedy he was destined to enact.
he il-ate.l town of Newark was burnt, under his orders, the night

of the ..th ot Decmber. IM'i. „„,, ,,, ,,„„„, , ^^.^,„^ ^,, ^.^^^^^
wh.ch language would be inade,,uate to descril,e. AVomen and children
were turned out of doors in a cold and stonuy night; the cries of infants,
ho decrepitude of age. the debility of sickness, had no iu.pression upon
(his monster in human shape; they were eousigned to that house Mho^e
canopy was the heavens, and whose walls ,vere as boundless as the wide
world. Jn the destruction of this town. he. was aided by the most active
exertions of Joseph ;Villcox. who had for a number of years resided i,i
this pleasant village, an.l had been patronised far ' vend his merits: and at
that tune, when it becau.e his duty as a man of ju nd as a subject
01 JIis .Majesty, whose gONcrnuu.nt he had sworn t<, ,

• and defeml.
he. like a cowanlly sycophant, deserted tlu- cause of „intry -md
actually led a bandiiti through the town, setting lire to 1„

. Lbor's
dwellings and cursing every Auu., i,an-app]y,ug the epithet , v to
every one who disapproved of this f!a,urant act of barbarity. 1, .

|,e
remembered that this (own was buru.d when the liritish forces w, •

not m any considerable force within the distance of thirty milos
The (Jeneral next selected the American side of the river for the

(heat,e of his operations. He took up his quarters at IJulfalo.A small force .,f about two hundred regulars was called from Cauan-
da,gua. which we should have sui.posed ought to have been sent to the
protection of Fort Kiagara. as that place was menaced l,y tl,c enemy
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Inslond of this, tho Gonoral onleroil them to remain at 15i;(Tulo. Fort

Niiigiira was tnkon on tho nioniin},' of tlio lOtli of Doccniljor, l8l;i. The
(lay iiruviouH, tho General was inforniod liy ik citizen—who had made his

escape from Canada— tliat an attack wonld bo mado on Fort Niagara at

tho time it was made. Ilorc. tlien, is sonietliinj,' very remarkable in the

conduct of (icn. McClnro; instead of disjiatcldng an express with this

very important intelligence, ho omitted it. if not altogether, until it

was too late for the express to reach there.

As soon as tho capture of (hat post was known at Buflalo. the General

removed himself and men from Jiulfalo to the Cold t^prings, a distance of

two miles. Thia movement appeared to bo made, that tho redoubtable

General sliould have time to retreat, without hearing the whistle of

British balls—which, by tho bye, wo sujipose would have been very un-

pleasant to tho General's organs of hearing, as ho was totally unused to

such sounds. Here he remained for a few days, but. tinding from intel-

ligence which he received from Canada, that the enemy were preparing

to atlack liullalo. ho look up his line of march to Eatavia, a distance of

forty miles, no doubt conceiving that, a place of greater safety, as there be
could not hciir the report of the enemy's guns. From Batavla. I was
told, ho made good his retreat to his own homo in Steuben county, hav-

ing covered himself and his associates with laurels of disgrace. As to

bis assertions, that he was fiicd upon by nu'U who. ho said, were luuler

my command. I believe to be utterly false. The inhabitants of ISull'alo

al! felt dcciily interested in tho iirotection of that ]ilace. aiiprehending

full well tlie coiiso<[uencL's of an invasion of it by an enemy whoso char-

acter had Iieen mr.rked with acts of ouirage and cruelty, and who was
now stimulated to tho most desjierato measures of retaliation by tlie

conduct of .AlcCluro in tho burning of Newark. Tliey repeatedly re-

quested him to afford them the necessary iirotection. Tho public are al-

ready ncciuainted with tho jiroleclion lie ail'orded. The ruins of the

Niagara frontier, the tears of tlu' widows and tho cries of orphan chil-

dren, still testify to his cowardice and villainy. As it regards myself,

and tho connnand I held in tho army, while it was under Gen. McClure,

1 think proper to state tlu' iirincipal reason that induced mo to resign.

After having been rcpealeilly exposed to much dangiT by his order, es-

pecially when he ordered me h> tiie Forty Mile Creek, in Upper Canada,
and while I renuiined tliere. unelor his orders, with about forty luen, he
saiil, in presence of ,Alr. Curtiss. whose nllidavit I procured, •• that he
regretted I had not been taken by the enemy; that he wished I had been;
and that ho hoped the dannied rascal ^<ould be." Now. the public will



408 HI8T0KY OK IJUFFALO.

akc„acon„n„„.I„„,,.„i,,.„at that ,.I„co. Ho onl..,v.l Col. Ji,,,,.i,,,

1
laco I uus onloro.1 to remain at tI,o Forty Milo Crook till I wnn roln-

Hopki„H Mas o,.loro.l to ....nui.. twolvo .uilcs in mu- of n.o. Should anyperson concorned, re,.ly to thco ol,«or,^ationH. fuHhor facts will ,. .Unl-

man., others are ,a n.y po.ssess
, and will 1,,. ,,„i.ii,,„.l „ext w.-ek.

June 13th.
CYKENIUS CJIAPIN.

Nu<auA CorxTv. ss.-nenja.n!n Caryl, of nutfalo, being duly nwornlopose. and .ays: that he. ia company with Ca,.t. Frank'llanfp, ; ithe 24th regiment of United States infanfy. on or ahont tho th nl day

lo ha ho most cordially rejoiced at tho burning of tho vi la^e of

a nt;;; :
"'""''' "^ '-^^ "''^™"' ^"- «^'<^ ••'••-^i<a„..s:n,

powc. o ho Alm.ghty. he would exercise the same in d_-g the greater

Lrts:;;:;""""'^
""'"•'" *^ "'^'•'-- --J uds^epo:

c . .
UENJAMIN CARYL.

I- nst Judge o» Common Pleas for Niagara county.

STATE OF NEW YORK. )

NiAOAUA Cor.vrv.
l^^-

Asa Ransom of tho to^n of Clarence, in said county, being solemnlyMvorn deposeth and saith: that on the 23d or 2.|th f DecemberTs^past, he (th,« deponent) was at tho house of Frederick Miller, nelr t Llate village of Butfalo. Brig. Gen. McClure an.l his aids, and so elgen 1„ from Buffalo nn.l elsewhere were there. In a 'conversatiln
vith Eiastus Granger. Es,.. this deponent heard Gen. McClure publicly
declare that he would take away the regulars, and .as going awav him!
self. Judge Granger asked him if he meant to take away the amnu.ni-
tion. Gen. McClure answered that he did. Judge Granger observed,
•for God 8 sake, don't do that, for wo shall all be destroyed. B„(ralo

will be burned, and we shall have nothing to defend ourselves with "
Gen. McClure said

:
" I will stay and defend you, if the inhabitants wilj

anest and bind that d-d rascal (Chapin) and bring him to me; if they
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will not do tlmi, they nmy ull he (Icstri.ycd. iiikI I don't cnro 1

400

lOW KOOIl.

And this (Iq)oiU'ntriii(luT Hiiitli. that ho had tindciHlood (hat McCl
and Chilian had .|iiairi'lkMl violently about the l.iiinlng of Nc-wark

1110

and
that ho l.oliovcd that anini(;sily cmliniiod lo exist up to tho timo of
McCluR.-M .h.,,mlnre from liuCalo, whifh wan on or about the day above
mentioned. And furtlier this deponent saitli not.

ASA HAN.SOM.
Sworn, &c,

NiAOAKA CoiNTV, .'-s.-Dudley Friidi and Jacol) L. Fort, ),eing duly
sworn, say that on or about the 2J(1 day of December hint, tliey were in
company with Capt. .Fohn A. I{oj,'ers, of the Twenly-fourlli n.^iment of
United States Inlantry, ihen nctiny aid to Gen. McClure, at Ivey'H tav-
ern, in IJulavia; tliese d-ponent.s lienrd the Haid Uogor.s Holeninly declare
in the presence of a numljer of other gentlemen, that he wished to God
Buffalo was burned, and Ihat he would give on(! hundn'd dollars to any
peraon who would bring him information that Hulfalo was actually-
burned. And further these dei)onents say not.

DUDLEY FRINK.

JACOB L. FOllT.
Sworn to, &c,

STATE-: OF NEW YORK, >

Coi'.VrV OK NlAOAKA, 5
*^'^-

Nehemiah Seeley, late a resident of the village of BumUo, being duly
sworn, says that on the 22d or 23d day of December last, this deponent
had a conversation at tho house of Frederick Miller, with Donald Frazcr,
a Lieutenant in the regular service, who was then acting as an aid to
Gen. McClure, in which conversation the said Fraz(>r said that if Jbiflalo
should be Ijurncd, ho had no doubt the inhabitants would bo remunerated
by government; that he believed that it would bean udvaiifageto tho
country lo have it ))urned; it would make hundreds of soldi.'rsjlt would
stimulate men to enlist-to prosecute the war with more vigor; ho said
if ho had a house in Buffalo, ho should bo glad to sco a fire brand in it

in two minutes. And further saith not.

NEIIEMLVII SEELEY.
Sworn to, &c.

NiAOAitA Coi-NTV. ss.-Reuben R. Ileacock, late of nnfliilo, in the
county of Niagara, on oatli, saith that on tho ;?d or fourth day of Janu-
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ivry liiHt ]n\M, Im miw Ciipt. Ilamitton, of tlio Twonty-fiiurth rogliiuMit

Unltcil StatoH rntiiiitry. four mllos oust of Hatavia, In the county of Gon-
I'Hi'c. iiud iKuml lli(» mU\ Hiinipton say tliiit Ik* rejoiced that llulfalo wan
•iiinieil; lliat luMlid not rcLjurd the Iohh of any. <'Xfe|it one, and all lio

rpjtretlod was that Homo of the lrdial)llanlH of Unlfalo were not burnt In

the village. And furtlior deponent Hailli not.

U. 15. IIKACOCK.
Sworn to. Ac.

NiAiJAiiA Cor.vrv. ss. — Kduiund liiiynioiid. Iielng sworn, wilth that

on or about the 2;id day of Deeenilier. at I'orlcr's tavern, in Clarence, ho
fill ill with (Wi\. .AFcCliire and Capt. John A. Uogers. (he General'H
aid. t.n Ihcir marcli willi the re;,'iihir trooi.s from IJulfalo to liatavla. at

which lime and pliic" he lieard Cajit. Uoj,'er.s say (in tho hearing of Gen.
MeClure) that he hoped nutfulo would lie burned, and if lie could mvvo
it liy lifiin-' up his hand, he would not do i(. at wlilch remark tho Gen-
eral niado 110 ri'ply.

K. UAYMOND,
Sworn to, itc

Ni.vu.viiA Coi NTV. s,^.— Fivderlclc Miller, in liie county of Niagara,
being sworn, deposes and sayH that on the 21st or 22d day of JJocenibor

last. G<'n. Geor--e .Mct.'iiire was at tlie house of this deponent, and while
ho was at his house, this deponent heard him say that he hojud to God
the village of Unlfalo would bo burned by the liritish; that lie would do
nothing to save it, and that ho would march tho regular troops to Catavia.
And this dejiouent further saith that Gen. McClure marched tho regular
troops from Unlfalo to the house of this d.'iionent, on tho I'Jlh day of
December last, and marched said troojis from this deponent's house to

Batavia on the 22d day of I)ecemb(>r. And this deponent further says
tliat at tho time Gen. McClure ordered the said troojis to Uatavia, it was
not ascertained whether tho enemy were proceeding up this side of the
Niagara river towards Ulack Rock and UuHalo, or renmined at Schlosser,

as this de])onont understood and verily believes. »

FREDERICK MILLER.
Sworn this 12th day of March. 181 1.

Sa.viel Trpr?:i{,

First Judge of Common Tleas for Niagara County.

Statk of Nkw YoitK. ss.—Mosoly W. Abcll, late a resident of the late
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villuKc of Hulliilo, iH'triK Holi-mnly Hworn, (l«'|mH«.|Ii inid wUlh lliivt, a f.

UayK pri'vloiis to lUo Iturnirij^ ol' Hulliilo hy tli

t'W

Cluro. with hits aids, iit Tortor's tavern, In CI

<• ciu'iny, \iv Hiiw CifU. Mc-

tlit'lr niiufh IVoin ilnilul

urencu; tiiey wcro then on
o IowuiiIm liiUiivIii with rcKuliir tr

liciinl Ciipt. UoKcis, one of llio uliln of (Jou. McCl

I'oo))h; that lio

luv, imlilk'ly <li'cli»ro

Unit ho bcllovnd tho vllluKo of IJufrulo would bo dcHtroycd, and iio Ik^kmI
it woiil.l I,,., for tho inliiii,ii„„(H \voro uli ii pack of d—d nvHcaiw; tlmt iio

liopcd iliat would wuko llinn up. Grn. McCliin' wan at tlif Haino tiino

BlundiuK l)y the sido of iio^.-rs, aud ol.s.Tvcd that Iio .lid not know of
but Olio d—d nvscni, and tiiat was Chapiu. And ihi.s dciioncnt furtluT
rniitli that thoio was a immbci' of Ih.. militia pivwiit. who w<'ir on their

niarcli to the frontier, and heard tlie above iiientioneii declaration. And
further, this deitonent t(dd llogerH lie oiiglit to Iw arrested lor his conduct.
And further sailli not,

,, ., M. w. aui:ll.
bworn, «fec.

STATI-: Ol-' Ni;W YOIliv.
N'lAo.vni CoixTv,

I...

William T. Miller, of the town of liiimilo, of the nj,'e of twenty-two
years, l)eing Holemnly Hwoni, depo.selh and Kiitii that Lieut. Piiddle. of
tlie United Slates service, cnmo into tho liouse of Frederick Miller,

(falher of (h'lioiient; soon after tho discharge of the alarm guns at ISlack

Ilock. on the niglit of tlio 2;)th of December last jiast; Ihat the said Mid-
dle caHeil for a brandy sling and drank pari of it. Ho then v\eiil to

sleep in his chair, before tlie lire, in a room adjoining the bar-room.
Alter the said Kiddh- li.i I slept some time, on this deponent's going into
tho room he wol,<' uj), and begun to ]hi11 bank notes out of his coat
sleeve; this deponent believes lie imlled out to tlie amount of I'ighty or
a hundred dollars, and observcid that ho had won so much that night at
playing cards. This deponent Ijolieves that ho again drank of his

sling. lay down on the floor and went to sleep. He continued to sleep

until nearly or (luile dayliglit, when lie awok<', dnuik tli(> remainder of

liis brandy sling, niounled liis horse, and starled lor the Kh'ven :\[ile

Creek after his men. And this dciioneiit further saitli that Ihe said Rid-
dle did not return IVoiu the Kleven Mile Creek, with the regulars, on tho
morning of Ihe 30lh of Decemljer, till after tho Jlriii^li bad entered I'.iilla-

lo village. This deponent further sailli that the said Frederick Jliller

did then (and still continues to) keep a tavern, two and a half miles

from the village of ]]ii::',i;o. And furlher saitli no|.

AVILLIAMT. MILLER.



412 IIISTOKY OF BUFFALO.

IIATTLK OK liEAVKlt DAM.

Jfl.Y 2!)tll, LSI,?.

0.1 ^UHlno,s,l„y night last. Major C. Cluipiu amvca in (his villun-,, to-
gether Nvith his company. cscap.Ml from the enemy on Monday precodin-.
Tlie Major lias -iven ns the lolloping narrative of the action at the Bea-
ver Dam, &c.. wliich wo now lay before tlio pul.iic:—
On the 22.1 of June last, a party of the regnlar troops, consisting of

five humlre.1 infantry and tw,.nty light dragoons, nnder the command of
C. G. JSoeisil.T, togolher will, lorty-four mounted riflemen, composed of
ni.lit.a from ii,e couniry. under Major C. Clmpin, were detached from
the American encaminnent at Fort George, for the purpose of cutting off
t.io supplies of the enemy and breaking up the small ..ncampments (hey
were lorming through the country. 0„ the 2.|th, almul nine miles west
of Queenston, they were attacked by a body of abou' live hundred Indi-
ans and nearly a hundred regulars, who lay concealed in the woods near
the road they wer(," passing. The attack was made upon the drao-oons
^vl.owere j,laced in the rear. The infantry were ^ on brought into a
posaion to return the enenn-s fire to advantage, and succeeded in drivino-
tfH'in som<. distance into the woods. In a short (im,-, the Indians, havin'^
fnken a circuitous route, appeare.l iu front an,l opened a lire upon the
mounted riflemen, who were stationed there. Here Ihey mJt with sowarm a reception (hat (hey weiv compelle.l a second (ime to retreat inmuch haste. After this, overy ..xerfion was made to drive ihe Indians
fnnn the woods (o the o]K.n ground. I,ut without much effect. Th(. ivw
who were bold enough to venture, were handled so roughly that they
soon returned to their lurking phrces. In the meantime, (he enemv were
receiving considerable reinforcements, which at length g.n e them a great
superiorKy. A re(reat for a short <listaiice was ordered, and efU.eted
with very little loss.

The Indians soon ma.ie their appearance on our right and left, and (he
v-gulars and some milida in front. Our troops were formed iu'o close

'

columns, for (he purpose of opening for themselves a nay (hrouH, the
.•neiny with their bayonets. At this juncture a British officer rmle up
urn .lemanded the surrender of the American party. The demand, he
said, was made to pr.went tlu. further effusion of Idood. ]Ie a^.erted
..pon his honor, and dedar,.! in (he most solemn manner, ,i,at the British
regular force was double that of the American, and that (he Indians
were seven hun 'red iu number. Lieut. Col. Boersller. under a belief of
these fads, and thinking it im,,ractieabie (o get off (be wounded, whom



APPENDIX. 413

ho was unwilling u, ubandun to tlio mercy of tlio sava.a'cs. and (looming
it oxtremely uncortain wbotlior a i-otroat could ],c I'ttcctod. thought
IM'i.pcr to agroo to terms of capit illation, wliieh wei'o at length signed ))y

himself, on the one ])ai't. and Lieut. Col. nishop on the other. By these it

wa.s stipulated that the wounded should l)e taken good care of; the officers

permitted to retain tboir side arms; jirivale property to he respected-
and the militia paroled and permitted to return homo immediately.
The articles of capitulation were no sooner signed than they were vio-

lated. The Indians immediately commenced their dejjredations. and
plundered the officers of their side arms. The soldiers, too. were
stripped of every article of clothing to which the savages look a fancy,
such as liat.s, coats, shoos, &c. It is impossible to give any correct ac-
count of the killed and wounded, as the enemy did not furnish a list.

The loss of the enemy is sii]ii)osed to he much greater than ours. Be-
tween thirty and forty Indians were counted that lay dead on the lield.

From their known practice of carrying off their killed and wounded, it

is believed thoy must have suffered severely.

The regular troops wore, in a few days, sent to Kingston, from whence
it is in'obal)le they have proceeded to Quebec. .Major Cha].iu and his
corps were detained, under guard, at the head of Lake Ontario, and no
attention ].aid to the article of capitulation, which provided for their
heing jiaroled.

On the 12 Ih instant, they were ordered down the lak(! to Kingston, for
wliich place they wei'e embarked in two ))oats, accompanied l)y a guard
of lifleen men, under the command of a Lieutenant. Thirteen of the
men. with the Lieutenant, were staliimcd in the lorward Ixint with
Major Chajiin and (he other ofllcers, while the remaining two (a sar-
geant and one man) took the direction of the other boat, which con-
tained the .soldiers.

An agreement had been entered into jirevioiis to their dei^ariiire. of
seizing the first oiiiiortunily that offered, to regain their liberty, which
they determined to effect, or die in (lie attemid. When tluy were within
about twelve miles <if York, the boat which was filled with the prisoners
was moved by them alongside the other, under preton.se of taking some-
thiiifr to driik. The signal being given, they sprang upon the guard,
who I" ile (expected such a mantouvre. and. in a short time, disarmed
th(>m and gained possession of the boats.

They immediately altered their course from Kingston to Fort Niagara;
and after rowing hard fen- most of the night, and escaping with difficulty
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rrom ono of (bo onomy's schooner., ^y]nch oavo thorn chaso. arrivo.l in
i'iiloty, with tlioir i.risoiior.s, at tho Amorieaii Kairison.
Whon (1,0 .Major an,l his comi.any arrivo.l i„ this villago, tlicy ^voro

wolcoiaod ,n(Ii .suitable domonstrations oC pul.lic (bolini,^

The following appcarod in the Bnffalo Gazette, April 5th, 1814, ostab-
lisJiod at Ilarri.M' Tavern, near AVilliamsvillo:

Bntralo village, which once adorned the shores of Erie, and was pros-
trated by the enemy, is now rising again. Several buildings are already
raised and made habitable. Contracts for twenty or thirty more aremade, and many of them are in considerable forwardness. A brick company has been organized ly an association of tho most enternrisin^ and
public spirited citizens, with a sufficient capital, for the purpose of reu-
Jlenng the price of brick so roasonablo, that the principal streets maybo bu,lt up of that article. All that is roquir.Hl to establish Buffalo ilUs lormor prosperity, is ample remuneration from government, and p.^ace-
peace, n nut obtained by negotiation, must bo obtained by a vigorous'
and successful prosecution of the war.

"

Buffalo had its charms; U.e situation, the prospects, and the general
liealthof the inhabitants; to which we may add (he activity and enter-
pnso of the trade, the pul>lic spirit of tho citizens, and the state
ot society, all onspire, to render it a chosen spot for (he man of busi-
ness, or pleasure.

ADDRKSS TO THE t'AXAniAXS.

The commandant at Fort Erie, finding tho people in its vicinity anx-
ious to obtain special pro(ec(ion, dooms it necessary (o make a public
declaration, that all those who may come forward and enroll their names
with him, and claim tho protection of tho United States, shall have their
poi-sons and property secured lo (liem inviolate.

He invites all who moan to pursue this course, to take it immediately
Unit they may be distinguished from the enemy. And while ho a«.„res
them that their interests and happiness will bo regarded by the United
.states, he solemnly warns those who obstinately continue inimical (h-it
they are bringing on thems<.lves the most rigorous and disastrous conse-
quences, as they will bo pm-sucd and treated with that spirit of ret^ilia
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tion, which tlic frcatmcnt of iirisonors in tlio hands of the British so
justly inspires.

JAMES P. PRESTON.
Lieut. Col. 12th Keginient Infantry,

• Commanding at Fort Erie.

[From the Bufliilo Gazette, Juno 17tl;, ^814.]

Maj. Gen. Jacob Brown, and 8uifo, arrived in Buflalo on Sunday last.

JiLY 5th, 1814.
Maj. Gen. Brown has the satisfaction to announce to the troops of his

division on this frontier, that ho is authorized by the orders of his gov-
ernment to put them in motion against the enemy. The first and f-ccond
brigades, with the corps of artillery, will cross the streight before them
this night, or as early to-morrow as possible. The necessary instructions
have been given to the Brigadiers, and by them to the commandin-^ offi-
cers of regiments and corps. Upon entering Canada, tlio laws of war
will govern; men found in arms, or othenvise engaged in the service of
the enemy, will be treated as enemies; those behaving peaceably and
following their private occupations, will be treated as friends. Private
property will bo in all cases held sacred. Public property, wherever
found, will be seized and disposed of by the commanding General.
Our utmost protection will be given to all who actually join, or who

evince a desire to join us. Plundering is prohibited. The Major Gen-
eral does not apprehend any difficulty on this accoimt with the regular
army, or the honorable volunteers who press to the standard of their
country to avenge her wrongs, or to obtain a name in arms. Profligate
men who follow the army for plunder, must not expect that they will
escape the vengeance of the gallant spirits who arc struggling to exalt
the national character. Any plunderers' shall be punishwl wUh death
who may be found violating tiiis order.

'

By order of the Major General.

C. K. GARDNER,
Adjutant General.

FORT KKIK CAPTURED.

In pursuance of the above order, the army passed the Niagara River
on Sunday morning last. The brigade of Gen. Scott, and the artillery
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corps of Major Ilindman, landed nearly a milo below Fort Erie, between
two and three o-clock, while Gen. Ripley, witn his brigade, made the
shore, aljout the same distance above.

The enemy was perfectly nnajijirised of these movements. Gen. Scott
led the van, and was on shore before the enemy's pickets, stationed at
this point, (ired a gun. The guard discharged their guns and retreated.
In the morning a small Indian force was crossed over. The fort was

ajiproached on the right and left, and the Indians skirted the woods in
the rear. Gen. Brown now demanded a surrender of the garrison and
gave the commander two hours for consideration. In the meantime, a
battery of long eighteens was planted in a position to command the fo'rt

Tiie enemy surrendered as i,risonerH of war-marched out of the fort at six
o'clock, stacked their arm.s—and were immediately sent over the river to
the American shore. There were upwards of one hundred and seventy pris-
oners, of the Eighth and One Hundredth regiments, among which were
seven officers. Major Burke commanded the fort. The schoonere
Tigress and Porcupine assisted in crossing the troof)s, and lay all day
within cannon shot of the fort. Capt. Camp, of the Quartermaster Gen-
eral's Department, volunteered on the expedition, and crossed in the
boat with Gen. Scott. During the morning, the enemy fired two or three
cannon from the fort, which killed one man and wounded two or three
others. We learn the enemy had one killed. There were several pieces
of ordnance in the garrison and some military stores.

Thus had the Niagara been crossed and a fort cai)tured. without the
.loss of scarcely a man. We understand the army commenced its march
down the river yesterday morning.

liATTI.K XKAU CHII'I'EWA.

[From the Bufliilo Gazette, July 12th. 1814.]
On the 4th instant. Brig. Gen. Scott, with 'the First brigade, took up

his lino of march from camp near Fort Erie, and ])roceeded to Black
Creek, about three miles above Chippewa, ^^lure the enemy appeared in
force.

Gen. Scott went immediately against the enemy, who retreated to
Chippewa and burnt several buildings-as well, perhaps, to secure his
retroat, as to clear the way for his cannon to ,,lay upon our columns.
The enemy crossed Chippewa Creek and entered his fortifications, and
our forces fell back to Black Creek. During the afternoon, Gen. Brown

•marched down with the remaining regular force; and in the evening,

-s!fc£^HS£!Ek*£
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Oen. Porter, witli a few of lii.s own uiul Iho I'fiinsylvaiiia voliinteora,

together with a band of Indian warriors, passed down.
The enemy, from tlie first moment of alarm on Sunday, liad been con-

centrating his forces at Cliipi.ewa Ci'eek— Unit position IVom that creek,
which is wide, deep and unfordablo for nuiny miles, being the most de-
fensible between Forts George and Erie. Burlington, Forts George and
Niagara are said to have been almost entirely deserted, to enlarge the
enemy's forces at that point.

Maj. Gen. Riall commanded the British forces. About noon on the
5th. his reinforcements had come in. among which' was a heavy liody
of Indians. The British commander came out of his entrenchments with
a confident expectation of victory, and between two and tliree (."clock

made his disposition of attack, resting his loft on the Niagara River, his
centre in the open fields, supported by several pieces of artillery, and
extending his right, composed principally of Indians, some distance in
the woods. These movements were anticipated. The American forces

were at Black Creek. Gen. Porter, with the volunteers and Iiidians.formed
in the woods on the left, and soon came in contact with the enemy's right.

In a short time after the action commenced on the left. Gen. Seott,

with the first brigade, composed of the Ninth, Eleventh and Twenty-
second Infantry, and Major Ilindman's train of field and battering artil-

lery, moved upon the enemy's centre and left. A jiart of tlie troops had
to cross the ])ridge at Black Creek, inider the fire of the enemy's artillery.

The action in the centre was commenci>d and contiiuied with great im-
petuosity, and with little or no intermission for two hours. The enemy's
Royal .«!cots. One Hundredth. Eighth, and several other regime nts who
had conquered in Euroi.c. had now to turn their backs upon un inferior
force in point of ntimbers. and fought on their retreat to their entrench,
monts across the Chippewa, after which they i.ulled up the bridge. The
enemy was hard pressed in his retreat, until he was under cover of his
batteries, and snfl'ered severely.

In this battle the enemy are represented to have had the advantage of
the ground in the onset. As a lield action, this battle, without do'iibt.

was better fought than any in the annals of this war. The briga.le of
Gen. Ripley was not brought into action. The artillery mainlaim-d its

former high reputation.

^

The steady and persevering bravery of Gen. Scott, and the undaunted
tlrniiiessof his ofHcers and men. produced unliouiided enthusiasm.
The skill, t!ie brav(>ry and activity of Maj. Gen. Brown, ami the whole

staff, were every when- conspicuous. Gen. Porter, and the ofHceis and

27
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men, generally, of the volunteer and Indian corpp, contended noUy
against the enemy's savages, routed and cut them on their retreat, and
acquitted themselves with honor. In line, there was scarcely an officer
or soldier in the engagement who does not deserve well of his country.
The enemy's loss in killed, wounded and prisoners, is reported to bo

at least five hundred. Between one and two hundred wero found dead
on the field; among them a Major and several other officers; one hun-
dred and twcnty.fivo prisoners-most ly wounded. Many of their killed
wero taken ofl' the field before the roti-eat. Nearly five hundred muskets
were found on the field.

Our loss, in killed, is about fifty, including several Indians; one hun-
dred and thirty or forty wounded, and a few taken prisoners, among
whom are Lieut. Col. Bull, (reported to have been killed.) Major Gallo-
way and Captain White, of the Pennsylvania volunteer.s, Lieut. Col.
Campbell, Lieut. Barron, Eleventh, Capt. Harrison. Ninth, Capt. King,
Twenty-second, Capt. Keed, with his two Lieutenants, Twenty-fifth, all
severely woiuuled.

On Friday, Gen. Brown caused a bridge to bo thrown acro.ss the Chip-
pewa Creek, about two miles from the mouth. The enemy, while the
bridge was preparing, took up several pieces of artillei-y and fired upon
the bridge party. A l)attery-which had been previously planted-was
opened upon them, and, after a few shots, they retreated. The enemy
evacuated his fortifications, and, it is said, has entered Forts George and
Niagara.

On Sunday morning, Gen. Brown, having crossed the Chippewa, pur-
sued the enemy, and halted at Queenston. We learn that on Sunday
morning, tho army moved from Queenston and marched for the viciui'ty
of Fort George.

Since tho action of Chippewa, the army has been reinforced by several
detachments of regulars, a corps of Iromljardiers. (attached to the en-
gineers,) and a body of Gen. I'orter's volunteer*-about six hundred
Rtrong-of infantiy and mounted men. Tho American and British
tvounded have been removed from Chippewa to Buflalo.

May 3d, 1814.
Tho troops at Buttalo, uiuler Brig. Gen. Scott, are generally in good

health, in excellent discipline, and behave remarkably well to (lie in-
habitants. The greatest activity and enterprise continues in ))uilding
up and improving that place.

Mav lOlh. 18U.
The postofficc for the village of BuHalo will be opened for tho present
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at.TiKlRf. Grnng(.r-.s hous<.. I„ a short timo i( will 1.. vov.'.uw,] to the
village

„,, .„ ^f ^v 2ttli. 1S14.
IIH- viIlnK- -f Jit.nai.. continues to a.lvunco in Imil.iing with .-Toat

^I>inl \\ o have taken some pain» to ascertain the n.imber of Imildincs
winch have been recently erected, which follow: twenty-three houses
occupied principally with fa.nili,.s; three taverns, lour dry-^oods store.s
iwelvo groc.r an.l other sho,,s, three offices, thirty or forty huts or
.shanties.

j v.

KKn JAeKKT's SPKKni TO TIIK SKCRETAHV OK WAH. IX 1812.

BnoTi,Ki!:-As you are ai,,,oiuled the great war chief of vour nationwe are told that it is to you that all communications from the diflerenl
tnlK.8 of Indians residing in the United Slates nuist be made; therefore
we, thed.-legatesof the Si.v Nations of Indians, have come forward to
the great councilfire of 11,0 United States to make known our wishes
and we hope you will listen with attention to our voice, and hear whalwe have to say.

Brother-TluTo has been, from time to time, treaties made between
thoLnited States and the Six Nations; but the principal treaty whichnow governs us, and which binds us together, was made at Canandaigua
about fi teen years since. To this treaty we now call your attention.
At the time it was formed, all the disputes between us were settled It
a.so pointed out the way in which ditliculties or disputes which might
afterwards ar.s,>, slioukl be adjusted. After this treaty was formed
your government appointed an ag<.nt to keep bright this chain of friend-
ship. We were also told by your Commissioner, Col. Pickering, that if
the chain became rusty, and your agent could not make it bri^dit we
should have liberty to send somo of our chiefs to the seat of vour gov'
ernment, and there make known our complaints to our great flvther, the
President of the United States.

Brother-We were told by your commissioner that, in time, difficulties
might arise to disturb the peace and friendship then to be established^
lie said ••A\e have some bad i,H>n among us, and so have the Indians
who will, perhaps, commit unfric.ndly acts on both sid(.s, such as stealing
property from each other." In order, therefore, to preserve our peace
It was agreed in the treaty that no private revenge or retaliation should
take place, but if either party was injured, complaint should be made to
the otiending party of the injury done; and that compensation should be
made to the satisfaction of the sufferers, and their minds made easy

.-,'

•
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For some voars this great chiiin wus kept Lriglit. C.jnii»cnsulioii wuh
mailo for tlaiimgos dono, to (lie satisfaction of tlic injured parly. On
ouriiarl. we have to this day compiled wilii tiio treaty, and wo Htill

winli lo liold fast to i(.

But, JJrotlior—Let me remind yon that your part has Ijceomo rusty.
For tliree years past we have received injuries from the whito people.
Our callle and horses liuve been stolen and carried off; and although wo
have made comi)laint to your agent, yet wo have received no compc^isa-
tion I'or our losses.

Brollier:—We have thus lar made known to you our minds; and in bo-
half of the Six Nations, wiioni we represent, wo now call uiwn your
government to fullill this part ..i' the treaty and make good the damages
to our people.

iirotiier:—Whyshoul.l you hesitate to comply with a treaty which
you youiuelves have made? With you it is hut a small thing; to ns it is

of conse(|uenco. And will you sutler ns to return with heavy hearts?
.Shall it he said that the government of the United States are the first to
violate their treaties? Wo acknowledge that every part of the treaty
has been faithfully fulfilled on your pait, except that part of which we
now complain, and as we l)elievo there has I)een some mistake about it,

we have no doubt that when you come to understand the thing, you will
not be slow in doing us justice.

Brother:-We have often made complaints to the agents whom you
have ai.jK.inted. They have told us they had not the means to
make satisfaction. Wo want to luiow whetlier the fault is in thorn. If
it i.s not, wo wish you now to instruct them tliat whenever wo make sat-
isfactory j.roof of losses sustained by the bad conduct of the white peo-
ple, (liey should immediately satisfy our minds l)y a reasonable com-
pen.sation-thereby forever umintaining that peace and friendship so
•necessary to both nations.

Brother:—We still ask your attention (o what we further say. Wo
-often meet with our agents to do business, but have no proper place to
hold councils. Sometimes they are held in a blacksmith's shop ; at other
times in a kitche.. or a bar-room. You must be sensible how inconven-
ient it is to do business in such places. As we are poor, we hope you
will consider our case, and feel willing to build us a suitable house lor
•doing business.

Brother :-At the time we were making bright the chain at Canandai-
gua, the Commissioner on your part told us that the time migh^ como
.wiien your enemies would endeavor to disturb and do away the friend-

I
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flhip wo hna then fbrm.-.l with you. That tinio. Hrothor, hun ulroa.ly
coino. y.nco you huvo hml soirio disi.utos with (iio Uritish K..v..in,n..nt,
their agents in Canadr. havo not only oa.leavonMl to n.ai<o th.. Indians
at tJio westward your onomios, ),ut Ihcy havo sent a war belt amon^ our
warnorH, to poison ourn.inds and mu]<o us l.roak our faith with you
This bolt wooxhibltcl to your afe^ents in founoil. and then sent it to the
place from whence it came-ncver more to bo soon amongst us. \t the
same tune, wo had information that the IJritish were circulating like
belts among the western Indians, and within your t<Tritory. We rented
not, but called a general council of the Six Nations, and resolved to lot
our voice be heard among our western brethren, and destroy the ("fleets
01 the poison scattere.l among them. W(, havo twice nent large deputa-
tions to their council lire, for the purpose of making their minds strongm their friendship with yournatlon; and, in the event of war between
the white people, to sit still on (heir seats and take no part on either
side. So far as our voice has boon hoard, they havo agreed to hearken
to our counsel and remain at peace with your nation.
Brother :-If war should take jilace, wo hope you will inform us of it

through your agents, and we will use our influence with all the Indians
with whom wo are acquainted, that they shall conduct accordinrr to
your wishes.

"

Mil. (fl!AN(iKU's ME.MOU.VXDIM OKA COrXCII, AT BUFFALO.

At a council held at Ibiffah, May 25th, 1812, with the chiefs of the Six
Nations-after a congratulatory speech by the agent-Rod Jacket, in be-
half of the chiefs, spoko as follows:

_

BnomKK-.-Wo thank you for your speech. We thank you for advi.s-mg our young warriors to listen to the counsels of the old chiefs, and not
to listen to ine.vperienced young men.

Brother :_I wish the int.>rpreter to be very particular and listen to
what I say, that no mistakes may bo made. The appearances now aro
the samo they were at the beginning of the last war. Wo wore told that
the Great King would punish his disobedient children. Wo were invited
to assist him, and were promised many good things if wo would do so
Each one ot our warriors was promised a new suit of clothes and a largomm in gold, and abundance of rum, as long as the grass should grow
and water run. A great council was held. An ox was roasted Sir
Guy Johnson took the head and threw it into tho fire, sayin-_.. This i«
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the wiiy wo Hlinll i)uniHh tb(- n-lu'Is." A Ir'U, was thun pro.l.icod, roprc
HontltiK tli«' liiitisli ui„l thi- Indiiins—a heart in the niiddh.. Tlic Mo-
hawkH (iist took it 11]., and uI.ummI Ih" rest; at last they all to(d«, and
dancud tho wur dance. The Senecus were in\if(.(l to ro with liio lUitinh,
for "nnnisen.ent," I.) see them imninh their reUdliouH chlldron, uud wore
at length drawn into f lie war.

Wc have rolal.'d what look place in the la.st war. Von spoke then
as yon speak now. Tho Uritish now speak as they spoke before. Wo
are now .h'termined (o listen (o yonr wor.ls. We have a|.pointe.l a dep-
ntation to ^m. to Canada, lo s])eak to onr brothers on that sidc^ of the
river. This depntation Is before yon. This is not private; we wish Iho
Untish to know it-(he sooner tho b(«ttor for ns. Tho British havo tried
lo persuade ns to cross. They simwed m a ma), of the country; offered
US groat .seats if we would come ov.'r and take an active part. We havo
relii.n.l. We like our seats anion- yon, and ai-o determined to remain
with you. The m<Mi we have .el.'cted to visit our brethren at Grand
Uiver. to persuade them to a^ree with ns, are wise men. Their voice
will be stron- It will 1,.. |,ea,,l not only by ..nr ),rothers there, but by
others lo the westward; they will listen to us. It h tnie, wo havo re.
ceived a luessaj-c from the Mohawks that th(>yhave aj,'reod to take np tho
hatchet, but we liope they will listen to ns. Our deputies have r.'Ceive<I
instructions. They havc^ lamily connections on that sid... Some ol'

them nniy come here to liv.', if they are not ,,rev..MC.d from ...ttin.' over.
If wtvr takes place, we hope you will be eaudi.Iwith ua- let nb"kn..w

all yonr mind; what regulations you adopt. Let it be written down,
that our delegates nuiy take it to Grand Ki\er.

lirather-We want the money receiv..! from I'helps placed whoi'e it
will l,ring us interest; take land as security, and be sure to take enough.

MINITKS OK A COL-XCII, IIKI.I) AT 1U-|FAI.(),

Sei'tkmiiek i<lh, 1812.
Council opened, and the war-chief Little IMlly spokc-nrsl a compli-

ni.'nt to the agent; tha.dvs to the Great Spirit for health, and Ibr bring-
ing them together; is glad that the chiefs from a distance aiv present
prepared to attend a protracted council, &c.

'

Brotheu (addressing himself to tho agent) :-Yon rocoll<.ct, after we
were collected as a body, you made a communication to us. ui)on which
we then deliberated. You sent us a letter from the President This
gave us a new subject f.n- our deliberation, and now we come forward to
reply to that communication.

(
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Brotlicr:-At tlio council at tlic vilhiKc. you t„l,l „., you hIictiUI have
furtlwr to Buy. We considered thin council inii.oitanl. ' We, tju- Seno-
ca», toolc up tho business Hoimratoly. * • « . We arc now prepared
to give an answer.

Brother:~Youniustl)es(.nsiWo we have been for a number of years
in the i)ath of peace. Our e.x( rtions have boon great to keep in this
path. W(* tried to keep peace. Wo (liouglit t\u- woHtern Indians would
listen to our voice. ))ut they would not. Perhups you are to l,lumo.
"iour commander gave up Detroit beforotho western Indians had time
to decide.

IJrother:-! have spoken of the pains wo have taken to preserve
peaco. Your agents have done the same, but in vain. Wo went to
Grand River (in Canada) lately, to keep peace, but in vain. The j.uth
of peaco is broken in every part. We find no j.lace to floe to, where
there i.s peace, now. Upon this subject we have been deliberating.
Brother:-I have said wo have come with all the others to seek the

path of peace. Wo thid there is no path left for us but between us and
the United States. It is cut off in every other direction. Agreeably to
your communication, we, the Senecas, shall now prepare to defend our-
selves against tho common enemy. It is true, we have friends on the
other sKle, but wo an. expo.sed to the blow as well as you, and must pro-
pare to meet it. We know of no other way to preserve peaco but to rise
from our seats and defend our own fu-o-sidcs, our wives and our childrenWo hope you will not ask us to cross over. Thoso that go over mnst go
at their own risk. If our men go, they must g.. voluntarily. Wo wish
to act only on the defensive. Part of tho Onondagas and Cuyugas who
live amongst us, agree with us. We volunteer; we must act under our
own chiefs, according to oui .,wn customs; be at liberty to take our own
course in lighting; wo cannot confonn to your discipline in camp So
far as w can, we will conform to your customs. When you .see a boat
with a white flag, you do not fire; we shall do tho same; but when a
boat comes over without, we shall then begin tho attack.
Brother:-Wo have no secrets; let tho enemy know what wo have

done. Our council on tho other side began privately; we are willing
our position should be known. The deputation we sent over after war
was declared, were not permitted to go up the country. AVo did not
have an interview with our Canada friends. Wo were told that friend-
ship was at an end. We hope, if you take Canada, wo should enjoy our
laud on that side.

Brother :-If the British should come over and make a stand, wo that

I
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oro on tho liiu-H wmit you to point out u placo wlicro our women nn.l
chllilivn vm ix-tivat to. an you own flio country to tli.- i'ii,.itwur.l; f..- it
will 1,0 necessary lluvt our women und cliil.lren nIiouM hir, .eiugo. and
wluit provision will Im n.u.le Cor Ihe wonuM. un.l el,il.lr..n of tboso who
full.

nrollier:_Vou havo told ua you wero strong, and could conciuer tli..m
You luivo said th.'yw.M.ld not fi^ht yo„; (hut you had frionds among
them, &c., How Hhall wo dlHtin-uish holwoun friends and onemien
Brother.—AVo volunteer for thlH wrvice. Wo wish you not to i.lace

U8 in lorfs. where wo cannot act. You know what took place at Detroit;
an army was Hold; we wish not to be sold.

PAPERS KKI.AT.NU TO TUB fO.NNK.T.OX OK TUB 8K.NECAH, 4C., WITH THE
WAK OK 1812,

To THE riiEsinK.NT OK T ifK UNcrKr* Statks:
B«OTHER:-The underHigned, chi.dH and warriors of the Oneida, On-

ondaga, Stockbridge and Tuncarora tribes of Indiana, as far west as
Tonawanda. regularly deput.-d by our respective tribes, have this day
lighted up a council (ire at Onondaga, the ancient council ground of the
Sfx Confederate Nations of Indians, and have invited <nir white brothers
ot Onondaga to meet with us and hear what we havo to say.
IJrother:-Wo see that the tomahawk is lifted np between you and

the British; wo are uneasj .,bout it, and, therefore, wo have met and de-
termined (o tell you our minds about It.

Brother :-At the close of the late war, Gen. Washington told us to bo
sober, and attend to agriculture, and to refrain from shedding blood;
this advico was good. Our good prophet* of the Seneca tribe, who is no,v
with us in 'his council, hns given us the sumo advice, an J our trib<.a
have enter..d into a league to follow that advice. We wish to hold fast
to It and not to take any part in the contest between your people and
the British.

We have been repeatedly tohl. by your agents, that it was your wish
that we should remain neutral, and, therefore, we are much surprised
and dLsappointed in the council lately held at Butfalo Creek, at bein-^
invited to take iij) the tomahawk.

"

Brother:-You must not supjiose, from what we have now (old you
that we are unfriendly to you. or your people. We are your decided
lriend.s. AVe reside among your people. Your friends aro our friends-
and your enemies are our enemies.

•Brother of Comjdanter.
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In Ihn fornnTwnr Ijctwccn jour pooplo and tlio Hrltlnh, Homo of un

took u|i tint toiimliiiwk on tlu-ir AiU'. When tbo jicaco took pluco. wo
buried it deep, and it hIiuII never again he raised against you and your
poople.

Brother:—We are few in number, and can do Im* little; but ourlieartH

arc good, and we are willing to do what we tan; and if you want our
asHiHtance, say so, and wo will go with your people to battle.

Wo are anxioiiH to know your wishes reHpecting m, as soon as posciblo,

bocau.sc sonu) of our young men are uneasy, and wo fear they nniy tlis-

pei-so among dillerent trilies and hv hostile to you. J'ray direct your
comnumication to tho chiefs and warriors of tli(« respective tribes, to bo
left at Onondaga Postofllee.

Onondaoa, .Sept. 2Hth, 1812.

Signed by sixteen chiefs and warriors.

We, the subscribers, do certify that we were iiresont at the council

herein l)oforo mentioned; that tho same is as interpreted, luid that tho
same was subscrilK'd in onr jiresenco.

OxoNDAOA, 29th September, 1812.

EPiiuAiM avebstp:r.

Interpreter and agent for tho Onondngas.

JOSEPH HOPPER,
Clerk of Onondaga County.

TIIADDEUS PATCIIIN,

Captain of Artilleiy.

POLASK I KING,

Justice of tho Peace.

ANSWER OK TIIK SKCKETAnV OK WAR.

War Dkpartmext. Oct. 12th. 1812.

Sm:—Your letter of the 30th September, addressed to the President,

has been received and transmitted, with tlm enclosed talk to Erastus

Granger, Esq., agent for the Six Nations, with directions to inquire into

tho facts therein stated, and instmctions to keep tho Indians quiet, if

possible. Should this be impracticable, he is authorized to organize and
report them to the commanding officer at Niagara.

Respectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

W. EUSTIS.
EriiRAiM Wedstmr, Esq.
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between us and the United States. Let a man he apiiointed who is ac-

quainted witli Indian customs and with us.

SPEECH OF THE I'UESIDENT OF THE rxrTED ST.VTE.S TO THE SIX NATIONS.

BuoTiiEBs OF THE Six NATIONS :—Tlirougli your sub-agent and in-

terpreter, Jasjier Parish, j-ou have expressed some uneasiness in regard

to the attacks of the Britisli upon your wives and children. lie not dis-

quieted. Should tlic enemy cross the Niagara river, you will be re-

moved to a place'of safety. Others of your brothers .have been removed.

They were honest to us, and therefore were hated and menaced ))y the

British. They are now eating our bread in the State of Ohio and in

l)laces of safety.

My Brothers:—While upon this subject, let me offer to you my advice,

hat during the war you should gatlier yourselves together and remove to

your reserved tract, on the head-waters of ihr Alleghany, where you
may work and sleep in safety.

Brothers:—You have also exjiiesscd some fears lest your annuities and
the interest on your bank stock would not lie punctually paid. Bad men
have raised in your minds these doubts. Listen to such no longer.

Have not your claims upon us been punctually paid hitherto? And can
you have a better assurance of our conduct towards you than what is

furnished by your own experience of that -hicli is past? It is trae that

this year's list of goods, payal.le as part of your annuity, is somewhat
less than formerly, Init this is the ettect of the war forced upon us liy the

British. They, therefore, are the true cause of this evil.

My Brothers:—Continue your good faith to the United States, and
be true to their justice and kindness.

By order of the President.

JOHN ARMSTRONG.
Secretary of War.

Wak Defautment. xVpril 8th. I.sl3.

LETTEK OF JAHPEU I'AKrsiI TO (iKN. LEWIS.

CANANDAKiiA, May 2d, 1813.

Sir:—-I received your letter of the 27lh ult. At the time of delivering

your letter to the Secretary of War. ] had some conversation with him
on the suliject of the >\ ar. and of t mi)loying such of Iho Indians as have
fire-arms, and were o tiering Iheir tervices to the United States last fall.
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mo a w -mn!"-
""'',"' ,"^^ '"'^ ""* ^ '^P^^"'" ^° "^ «- ^'^'-^ "^

the ^ ai, to Alleghany, where they may sleep in safety.

1 am, sir, your most humblc! servant,

Gen. Lkwih.
''^^''^"^ ^'^^^^ISII.

LETTER OP MR. GRAXOER TO THE CHIEFS AT AI.LEOHAXy.

Brotupp^. t, •

BtFFALO, Juno 22d, 1813.Brothers .-I have just received a speech, in a letter from Gen

GlZ'ulr? '"""'' "''''' '^" ^^"°"«*« --* '^™'^* Fort(xeoige. It IS thoreloro my request that forty or fifty of the vounsr men

I'Tetitt^r' r ——''''« PiLastoT::::

nors to tuin out as you can. I wis], yo,z to be here immediately.
Your friend and brother,

To .b, ollor. of ,h„ AUog„.„, v,l,.s.,
'"'''"'' ™-^^«™-

REl'LV OF THE CHIEFS.

Brother. Wn • ,

Cattaraigi-s, 30th June, 1813.

P csent contest. We have turned out and come as far as Cattarauiruswhere .. are requested, by the runner sent by Mr. Pa Ish ^ Zn-me This is twice that we have been called^ ,oub sines a"raveled near one hundred miles at our own expense, and eTin^or^own business, in obedience to your calls, and wh n w a i "fd

We feel ourselves injured with the treatment we receive atyour hands,
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and shall roturn homo to our Ini^Iuoss, and there remain until we receive
some explanation of the cau?e of such trouble and disappointment. Wo
feel ourselves ready to turn out and defend our country, but cannot be
treated in this way, as your brothers.

IIEXRY O'UEAL,

II IS

BLACK i^ SNAKE,
AlAItK.

HIS

JOlINSTOxX X SILYERIIEELS,
MAKK.

HIS

BIG i^, JOHN.
M.VUK.

.MINUTES OF A COLXCIL HEI.I. AT IR-KFALO BY KKASTUS GKAN'GER,

T. „ ,

JiLV 2oth. 1813.
larmers Brother opened the council by an address to the Indians

<and one to me by way of compliment. He then addressed himself tothe Indians, and said that as it respected the great question before them
ot peace or war, each village must speak for themselves.

Red Jacket spoke for the Sonecas, as follows:
AVe are once more met in council to give an answer to the speechesmade by you and Gen. Porter. It has taken time, the subject being im-

portant.
''

*'
^

Brother:-We have heard your speeches. Your wanted us to assistvM watch to the edge of the water. Wo of Buffalo have agreed to
•what yon requested. You will now hear the decision of the old men
I speak for the Indians of Buffalo; a part will be here for a time- others
will then take their places. Wo count the whole at Buffalo vma..e Wecount all who are to be on guard. We cannot designate numbersr Thosewno hve in tho little village will l^e on the ground in ease of an alarmThe pay will be distributed among tho whole, and be divided according
to the number employed. We, the old men. who have seen w,r willfrom time to time instruct and ivgulate the young warriors. We the

.chiefs of Buffalo, (Senecas) turn out one hundred and sixty-two warriors I 1
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to bo undcM- ann<. Thi.s is all I have to say. Tho no.vt who snoak aro
the Cattarasnia.

A Cattaragus chief spoke

:

Brother:—You will now hear what tho Senocas and Dolawaros Ironi
Cattaragus have to say. We have always been ready to assi.st in dolend-
ing your boats upon the lake. We are not deceitful. We hope you will
not suspect us of any want of IViendship to you. We of the Cattaragu.«,
under Capt. Half Town, have for some time boon in your service watch-
ing at the mouth of Cattaragus Creek. Yo:- will now hoar hoi many
we have turned out from our village, including Delawares. Tho num-
ber is twenty-one. If wo hoar you aro in danger, wo will all rise from
our seals and come forward to your defence. Wo expect to add to our
numbers when wo return homo and let our young men know. Wo shall
continue to protect your boats as they go up the lake, and wo wish to
know if T,-o shall be paid for this.

Capt. Shongo, IVom Canakodea, on Genesee River, s])oke, Ac. lie
said that eleven from their village intended to stay and fight.' We have
been here almost one month, and we mean to stay one month longer.
Sharp Shins, from Squakie Ilill, will stay alone.

John Sky, from Tonawanda, spoke as follows:

We turn out none at
^ -sent, ))ut will return to-morrow and consult

the rest of the chiefs. Our friendship is great for the United States.

Cornplanter spoke for the Indians at Alleghany:
Wo turn out seven. Wo have a great deal of work to do in our vil-

lage. If the danger increases, we will turn out more.
He then addressed himself to those who aro to stay, which was not in-

terpreted. He then add.esscd himself to me, and said:

You must pay well. You must open your purse. You must pay somo
now; and do not lot your taverns supply our warriors with spirituous
liquor. Wo feel some anxiety that there is no provision made for tho
families of our men who fall in this war. There is no promise of com-
pensation. Brother, we expect you to do your best in our behalf.

Red Jacket again spoke

:

Brother:-You are now writing what has taken place this day. The
part wo take in this war is not voluntary ou our part; you have persuaded
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us into 1
1. Wo hopo you will nay so to the Prcsiaont. You must not bo

. .."l.loasod with what we say. Your voice was for us to sit still, when
the war began, but you have boat us_you have got us into the war.
lJrother:-If any of our friends of the Six Nations, except the

Moha^yks. fall mto your hands, wo hopo you will treat them well: de-
n-erthem up to us; we will do the same by white persons we take,
Write to the commander-in-chief, and let him know this.

LKTTEU FKOM K. OnAXCiKH TO THK SKCRKTAKY OP AVAR.

„
, ,

Buffalo, Aug. 9th, 1813.Sm .-A letter from Gen. Dearborn, dated at Fort George, June 21st,

wrlbn''' ''^f^'l'^^^'"^''
•'^"" "^ it a request was contained that Ivould immediately bring forward to Fort George one hundred and fifty

Indians on condition they were willing to join our army and enter intothe service of the United States. The Indians did notchoose to give a
positive answer as ,o what part they would take in the war until theybad seen the General. A few of ,he principal chiefs, with some waiJOS, repaired with me to Fort George. The General wished them to
stay, bu as they had. at the request of our government, taken a neutra-
part, and ho unfortunate attairs at Stoney Creek and the Beaver Damshad recen.ly taken place, the Indians thought their safest course was to
continue their neutrality. They urged, in their private councils, that the
nvitation for them to go to war did not come through the right channel!
hat It was necessary that it should come from the great war chief of the
Lnited States, meaning (he S.-cretary of War. They, however, agree
to return home and call a council of the confederacy and take np the
question, and let Gen. Dearborn know the result.

In the communications which I had heretofore received from tl'> War
Department, I had been instructed to use my inHuence in keeping the
Induins quiet, by telling Ihem that they had nothing to do with the tvar:
tUat the quarrel was ours, &c.

In the situation I was placed, any.hing I would say in favor of their
taking an active part in the war, would come with an ill grace from me,
unless I had something to .show from you on the subject. Believin.^
however, that Gen. Dearborn was authorised to accept their services.^I
^\ as determined to promote his wislies.

The Indians returned and .sent runners to the distant village.^, invitinghem here, with their arms, to attend a council for the purpose of dec.ding the question of peace or war.
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Soon after my rfitiirn from Fort Georgo, I was informed from deserters

and others who came from Canada, that an attack was meditated on
Black Rock and lUiflalo, and tliat my person and property were threat-

ened by the Britisli—a reward offered for my head, &c.

Tlie evening before tlie attack was made at Black Rock, I invited a few
Indians to come to my house, being convinced the British wonld be over
the next morning. As our force was small, and a largo quantity of pub-
lic property at Butfalo and its vicinity, I thought the stop a prudent one.

Thirty-seven Indians, with Farmers Brother at their head, came to my
house on Saturday evening at eleven o'clock. So confident was I of a
visit from the enemy the next morning, that I got the Indians armed
that night.

About sunrise the next morning. Major Wm. King came to my house
through the woods from Black Rock, and informed nic that th(^ enemy
had landed a considerabli> force. My residence is three miles from
Bufl'alo and two from Black Rock.

Farmers Brother, on being informed that the enemy were on our
shores, told the warriors they must go and light the red-coats. Ho told

them (iiui our country was invaded; that they had one common interest

with the people of the United States; that they had everything dear at

stake
;
that the time had arrived for them to show their friendship for their

brethren of the United States, not only in words, )mt in deeds. lie led

off his little band, and when tliey came in sight of the enemy they pre-

pared for action, and he directed the warriors to lollow his example. Ho
was instantly obeyed; and the action was commenced and continued on
the part of the Indians with the greatest coolness and intrepidity.

Tlieir personal bra\ ery greatly contributed in routing and defeating the
enemy. Tliey showed no disposition to commit any improper acts on
the field of battle—not offering any a))use to the wounded prisoners.

LETTKlt OK ('APT. J.iSl'ER I'AKISIl TO Ml{. OILINGEH.

Gaxaxi)ai«i-a, Sept. 18th, 1813.

Dear Siii:—Yours of the 12th and 14th instant is received. The On.
ondaga Indians left here yesterday morning—thirty, including .some wo-
men. I explained your letter of the 14th, and was able to satisfy them
that the I'resident had now requested all the Six Nations should take up the
hatchet immediately and join our army at Fort George; that they should
receive rations and pay, &c. ; the war chiefs who would be their leadera,

to 1)0 commissioned according to our rules, and receive pay according to
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rank. I s.atcl to thorn, If thoy wwv roal fnen.lH to our govonnnonthoy would not lK.si,ato o.u- ,no„..„,
; if tm,- .-ero to hcsitaU- .^ ,

;:^r~s;iur
^'''^^^^' ^^ -''''^ '------ -^

I .stato,! to tlK.,„ tl.at it was ,ny wi.sh and yours tlmt they would go di-to Bu, a o; not to call on tho Old Prophot, for ho n.nst not int W" e

you that thoy wouhl go that way. but it M-as for a religious mnZo-
t eyshou d stay thoro hut a short tinu-, and then go o toB fl

'

Tl oy further requested n., to inforn, you that they we^, as rea y^ l^l

ov
e

Pres.den, o,' the United States had rc,uosted then, so to dThere were tuo Indians here yesterday fron. the Genesee river I^nt a message to Sharp Shins, Bill Shanlcs, and other chiets n'^r.
>-. to turn out. w.th their arms, and to l,e at Buffalo in live dav •

h n

X^t!" "" ""•^^' ^^'--^ '•'--
''--T

•' -«^^^

iect ori'
'"""' '"'' '"'" " '"'"" '"^ '""''^^'^y ->^^ ^••-^••'i'^" in 'Ids ob-

.,
ct of government

;
tVon, ^W.at cause, is best known to yourself I have;l-"y-uadeu my duty to obc.y my orders, directions'andiLrneti.

h'om n.y employers, a.s far as in my power to do so. m nineteen d"yesterday was the first day that I have missed the intermitting" c''^..eat so very much every night that I am very weak. It we:rie. n'e toride two miles in my carria"e I «hall stnrt r ,. v «• ,

>-dy to ride, and aUend to^ho lid!:' X!:'
'""''° '' ^''°" "^ ' "'"

to aline" '";r"";r" T ''"^' '-^^-S^^theOneidamdlans
CO n, on. m- .snuth and your mother just arrived here on a visitin^a few moments alter they arrived, the Postmaster-General passed n,y

I am. sir, your friend and humble servant.

r., ^ JASPER PAPtlSII
EU.VSTIS Gl.-ANGEK, E.sq., BuflUlo.

By Capt. Cotton.

SPEECH OF ]!KI, JACKKT AT A ..•OU.Vcri. HEU) ATL' HUKKAI.O.

til w ^, OcTonEU 21st, LS13
Addressed to Euasti-.s Ghaxckk, Esq.. Agent, etc.

:

BH0THB,u-AVe are rejoiced to meet you in health, for which we .
..uteful to the Great Spirit, Brother, our feelings weri- hurt that after i

i\re

the
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willingness wo have shown to assist onv l)rethren of the United Stales in
the war in wliicii they an^ ongagetl, tluit our iriondshii) «lioul(l be sn?.-

>eeted. Our diAsatisfaction arose from another cause.

Brotlior:—Gen. Porter and inyself jnid i.roniis(.d our warriors that
they should Iiavo pay for one month's services, for Ki:arding tho lines.
Gon. Wilkinson also lU'oniised' them j.ay for their services, but went
away, and told them that Gen. McCluro would lullill the promise made
to tbcra* AVo have not received pay, according to promise. We think
you wore not authorized to promise us. We think wo arc trifled with.
We were i)romi.sed that all horses and cattle should l)e free plunder. AVe
took horses; wo had to givo them up. Wo have been deceived. AVo.
the Senecas and Onondagas, gave up the property we took. The Onci-
das, whom you have educated and taught your hal)its, gave up nothing.
AVo want you to stato this to the I'rcsident. AVo want permission to go
to AVashington. AVo are an indei)endent nation. AVo have taken up
arms in your favor. AVe want to know on what footing wo stand. AVo
know not how long the war will last. It was agreed by all at Fort
George that wo should send word. Wo want a small deputation from,
the friendly Indians at tho westward to moot us at AVasliington. Let ns
unite, and in one season more wo will drive the red-coats from this Is-
land. They are foreigners. This country belongs to us and the United
States. AVo do not fight for contpiest, but wo fight for our rights-for
our land.s-for our country. AVe hope our request will be grant^ed. AVe
trust you will make known our rerjuest to tho President, and that wo
shall not bo deceived.

KRASTrs ORAXGKH's I.KTTKI! TO OKX. MVlURE.

Bi'FF.\i,o, Dec. nth, 181.3.
Gen. Gkorge McCijre:—
Dkak SiR:_Tho various reports in circulation this day on account of"

tho approach of the enemy on these frontiers, has induced tho citizens of
this place to assemble for the puiposo of taking into consideration the
alarming situation in which they are placed.

Gen. Peter B. Porter and myself have been requested to transmit the
proceedings of the meeting. The proceedings or resolutions will speak
for themselves. I would briefly observe that tho immense amount of
private property in this place and Black Rock, as well as that belongin-
to tho United States, is well deserving of tho immediate protection of
government.
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nmvoha.l a convorsaUon will, FannoiH Jlro.hn- an.l otluu- chiofHThoy Hay thoy arc roa.ly t„ (urn o,.t, clu duty and (ler..,,.! (lus ,,laco. «,

thc.r wivoH and children arc hero, but timt thoy arc unwillin. to go torortGoor«o(i„ Can;ula.) It is a fact that Indians aro of no conHo-
queneo.n doing garrison duty, nor can (hoy).,. (.„u,,K.lh.d to l,o shut upm for I thinly they would form a ,,art of an omci.uljb.x.o at Ihi.s place,
and at ess expense to the government than the same number of militia.

t you think proper to direct (he raising two hundr,.! Indian volunteers,
to bo stafoned at (his place and lilaclc Rock instead of Fort George, al

_

ho same pay and rations as (l,o infantry of the United States troops. I
thinlv I shall be able to procun. (hut number shortly.

I feel devoted to tho service of my country, and having received a
military appointment, I shall im,,alien.ly await lurlher orders from you.

I am, very resiiecdiilly,

Your oljodient, humble servant,

E. GRANGER.

OEX. rOUTKH-S I.VVITATIOV TO TlIK rxOIAXS TO .lorx lUM AT.UnTKWA.

CiiiPPKWA, July 2,5th, 1814.
nuoT„Kns:-Itisthowish of Gen. Brown and myself that as many

of your warriors as are disposed to fulHll your engagements to the United
bta(es will come on and join us by to-morrow night. Those who live
more remote, and cannot reach here so soon, will join us as soon there-
after as possible. We are strong, and in great spirits. We shall soon
drive tho enemy, who dare not show their heads where we go. Wo want
your aid to assist us in the pursuit. You have already lost one glorious
opportunity by being absent. Wo aro awaro of tho conduct of three of
your chiefs-Red Jacket. Cornplanter and Blue Sky. If they do not
choo.so to act for themselves, they should not dissuade others They
should know that the President will bo informed of their proceedings,
and he has the power to reward and to punish.

Col. Hopkins, who is now at Buffalo, and tho bearer hereof. Cant
Frazor, my aid, will see and explain to you many things more at large."Wo wish you to come on with them, and bo a.ssurcd that tho United
States will he your friends.

Your friend and brother,

T^ „ ^^- i^- I'ORTER.
Faumers Brother, Capt. Bii.i.t, Yoix(; Kixo,

Major Berky, SiioxGo, Col. Lkwi.s.
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'""tJ!;;;*j'SS,i;:-cS<'i;i;;.;;i ';i^'-
J?'"-'- >'>2; Office of Co,.

lll'llli.n II Ml ,, 1 , . ... -

arrived at Buffalo,

i.o}d,^nu^..-Gc.n._S..n. to the Xiag.ra frontier. 2!)7;

IJrhifh ^'"'^-T^^";!;-''''
"f H-flTalo with troo,,.. 200

are
, ..Ised. 300; cr,./;he";h.orSr ' '

'^'"" ''' '''''''' ''"^^ ^"^

aio (iaiii\tio r>.,. < 1 ' ,
..'.li"ffaloGa,ette~Began to be published. 241; notice of Gen Smvth 2fiQ

5; removed .0 Harris's tavern., near WillilsvUI^Toi!" ^'
29a, 296;



438 III8TOKY OF UUKKALU.

(i7, IIS, (ill,

llulTttlo Civfk—A Collcciioii I)l«frlct erttulillMiod nt, (14; iml
war |i»i'tl('M sontout from. 1; foiin(.'il firu kimlK'd at :>2.

Bufluli)—()ri>{ln of ilui iiauio uf, (;;i; Hpokfii of, tl.'l, (iJ. tlii

70. 71. 72. 7.1, 7t. 7.'. h) ,si); iMinu'd liy Hi.. Urilisli. 2{»;;

Butler, Kiclmril— I'lilti-d Stiitcn CoiiiiMinKioiicr ut lli.' treaty of Fort
Stiinwix. 12; hisjoiinial. tivaty of {''ort Stiimvix. M; i.twcedH wo.Ht
to nejjotiuto iieiico with the Sliuw iiifs. .Va, .'il.

Bull. Ciipt. Josojih—Notico of. 215. 2 Hi; a voluutwr company uiulor,

Butler. (Jul. .Jolin—Member of l\w Niugura Gonew!o Laud Compnnv. A',;
preHont 'It (Miuncil ut, Uulfiilo Creek. ,'>;{."

BiirKur. (Jeor^e—An early purcliaser df land near Buffalo. If)!.
Cartetou. or liuek Island, 2.

Cnyuga.s—Compelled to al.andon their HcttlenienlH. 2; send deimtlea to
the treaty at Fort Stanwix. Id.

'

Cazonove. Tfieoi)hiluM—Agont-general of the Holland Land Company,

Callonder. AmoH—Teaches school in Buffalo. 203; meetlnjrs in his hou.so
212; notice of 2ls. ' '

Camp, Major Jolin ti.— His lirollier teaches school. 211
Caryl, Benjarniu—Notice of. 2.'10.

Clinton. Governor—Forsees diniculty with United StatoH CommisxioncrH.
1); char>?es tho Indian.^ witii duplicity. .')!).

CommiHsioners of Indian AtfairH appointed, (1; address to the Soneca
delegation, 42.

CommisHionerH of tho United States—Their speech in reply to Captain
Aaron Hill and Cornplanter, 2;j; renuu'ks upon tho treaty at Fort
htanwix, 28.

Corplantc-r, or Cajit. O'Bail—Hesumod am! closed his siioech at, 21 •

complains of Mr. I'lielpH who is exonerated. )7.
'

Coltrin, Asa—Purchased land in Biilfalo. 2Xi.
Coffin Jared—Member of the New York (Jenesee Land Company, 4J
Coit. George—Notice, 2r.(>; and Town.send .t Colt.
Cook. Kaphaol—Notico of. 2,-)i;; meeting called at his house. 290.
CommissionerH of New York—Address tho Six Nations in regard to the

le.sces, 4(i.
"

Colt. Fetor H.—At Black Bock, his vessel captured by the British, 2ii')
Commerce on tho Lake.s-lts origin. l.sO; Weld's notice of, &c., IriO to

Chauncey, Commodore—His fleet on Lake Ontario, 297
Chapin, Daniel— Purchased lands near liiiiralo, 21(i.
Chamberlin. Hinds— His notice of Buffalo. i2s.
Cliapin, General Israel. r)l.

Chapin. Dr. Cyienius—Visited Buffalo, 143; writes Mr. Ellicott 143-
Boticoof. f.-.(; to l(i7; iml)lisheH an article in the Buffalo Gazette.'
2;). 5; apjHPinted major. 2:i,">.

'

Clark. Hev. Walter— Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 21.",.

Chapin, Henry—All early resident of Buttalo, M."); left Buffalo, 221
Chapman. Asa-An early purchaser of land near Buffalo. 1,'')4.

Cotton. Rowland—An early purchaser of land near Buffalo. 155. 21(i 2'Hi
notice of. 222. '

Crow. John—settled in Buffalo, 144; notice of, 144
Crawford, Rev. Gilbert—Pastor of the First Presliyterian Church. 2i;j.C ark, Rev. W. A.—Rector of St. Paul's Church, 215.
Chaplin, J. E.—Prononnces a eulogy upon Major Cuyler, 279; quarter-



INDEX. 489

C..un.,,o,Ho.u.„J.il-To.J.,,u l.y „J-.i,ia„a Un.l Company. 231.

SS" ul:r:ilZ~f'S "' »'->< «->«. 2^8; o..Uunryor 279. 280.

St" ri! !:,:,' Ti^'r l"",^'!"'«"''"f l^vna ..our JJ,.llUlo, 1.5.^..I'u.Mit. iH«„i,.„t Inaothy-iiis a.mnrks on his visit to lUiffalo, 170 to

^„.
is • hf^r;,,;'^;.:;;:::;!',;;!: s/"- '^"^ •>'« i^tt.^ to m. ^ca.oni;e:

CulSS;r5sr"''''"
'"'""' "' ^'"^ '^'^I'""-" «f "'« '^^'S« Adams and

Knsign. Klisha-l'invliasod Imi.ls in Ituffi.lo. 220
I^.vi.^;.-.s,.nton toXiagant will. ,l,o news of the declaration of war.

'"'"::-ni:/';;::,'}L£r;i^^^"--^"^'- «'^ ^^^^« '12, appointed to

I' iIln.o,v. HM., Glcv.oa-0.-,nizca tbo first Metl.odiHt Cliurch in liuffalo,

^''''^S'!''^;^^"''^'''''^
hy ^"""^^' K'""'-'^^'" i» n«3-4. 35; Iniiltin 17f34142; Indians supn ied at. ]4;i- strcn.rdion..,! 070.

'

, *'

Fortr"'
"^'

'J"'
'^"'"•1--<1 '>y '1.0 llrUifiS'' '"' '"° '""^'' ^^P"

Folsom, Gilmaii-l'i,rcl.a.so(l land in IJufTalo, 2''0

r^l OH ' ih ,"''''"-
o" *',"'>' l""'cli"sor of land near Buffalo 155

Goodeli, Jabcv-NoUa-of. 219; pureln.sod lands in Buffalo. 220, 221
rly purchaser of land near Buffalo. 154; notice of

Grant, Vincent—An eai

Haldimand. Gov.—Of Canada. 2.
Ilanchott—A school-teacher in Buffalo, 293.

It-

.•*..((
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Hauaecour,Mons.--A French surveyor employed l,y il,o Holland Land

Hall. AVilliatu— His notice of IJulialo. ]77.
Hart, Eli—puroluised laiulin Uutlalo. 2;!;i: notice o!'2;J4.
Hall, (Jonoral Anios of Ontario. Kpon the frontier. 2«7.
Heacock, 11. 13.—Trustee of school district, 214; notice of. 21.'}

Harrison, Gen. W. H.—Honored with a public dinner by" the citizens of
Buffalo, 301.

"^

Hill, Capt. Aaron—Speaker for tlie Mohawks at the treaty with the
Lnited btates Connnisr.ionei-s at Fort Staiiwix. IS; his speech at tlio
treaty of Fort Stanwix.- 18; one of the hostages demanded by the
United btates coniniissioners. ii^.

"^

Holt, Elijah—purchased lands near Buffalo. 21(i; notice of. ''Id- ''17
Hodge, .foseph, or Black Joe—An early resident of I'utfalo, i;j.)'
Hodge, William—An early purcliaser of land near Bntlalo. 1,>1, 21(;
Hopkins, General—Ordered out his entire lirimide, 271.
Hoops, Major, M.
Hopkins, Rev. A. T. -Pastor of the First Fresbyterian Chnrch, Buflalo.

nolines. Elkanah—A Jlissionary. 2t),'{; his son teaches school in Buffalo,
20.i; preached to tJie inhaltitants of New Amsterdam, 20-4; notice of
20'Jj his sou marries Miss Chapiu, 210.

Hostilities commence on the jjart of the British, 2(;!).

Hollan(l__Land Comjiany—I'urcliase two miles sqitaio at the mouth of
1^8.

Bnfialo Creek, (Jl; survevors arrive at iiufl'alo cieek
Iloysington, Job—Notice by B. llodge, 2lil, to 2(;4.
Hiirlburt. Isaac—.\n early inirchaser of laud njar Buffalo. 154
Hull, William—Furchasetl lands in Bullalo. 220.
Hull, Capt--His company of militia rendezvous at Builalo, 272
Hyde, Jabez B.—Sent as teacher to the Indians at Bntlalo Creek 211
Instructions to Peter Byckman. i;.

'

Irviiie, Gen. Cadwalader—First Snr\eyor of Customs at Buffalo Creek.

Johnson Capt, or Johnston AVm.. 2; resided at Buflalo Creek, 3r.;mein-
««" r,^

^lapi'i^ <;''nesee Company, 45. interpreter present at

P 17 «.V''^r, ' '?'^' '"'''*" 'ViJ;fnt and interpreter, settled at the m.mth
ot Bntlalo Greek. 00; had ].rocured by gift to iiis son. two soiiare
miles at the month of Bullalo deck, (il; the first land owner in Buf-
falo, 141; died in Buffalo. 221.

Johnston, John—Son of Wm. Jolinston, 141, 142; died in Buffalo. 2'>1
Johnson, hanniel—First rector of St. Paul's Church. 215
Johnson. Doctor Ebenezer— Notice of. 224. 225.
Kirkland, IJev. Samuel—.Alissionary, 2; ]iresent at

interpreter. 53; Kanedasaga. 40, .50; his iourna
Karongyote. alias Aaron Hill. ,^i2.

Karney, Key. Kavaiard—Kector of St. Paul's Church. 215.
Ketchum, Henry—Notice of. 222.
Ketchiini, Zebuion—Notice of. 222.
Ketchum, Jesse-Notice of. 223, 224.
Kibbc, Gains—Erects a l)rick tavern. 212.
La Fayette at Buffalo. 30; at the tieaty of Fort Stanwi.v

to Gen. Washington. 33.
Lay. John—Notice of, 23.5.

Lane, Ezekiel—Son-in-law of lliddanoh. notice of. 131.
LeCoutenl.v. Loui.s—Purcha.sed spring lot of Jnjiusli.n.

il-' t.-. 183; clerk of the county of Niagara. 231.

Buffalo Creek. 53;
07 to 110.

his letter

<i2: notice of.
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La„ao„. Jo..p.,__Histave..„, 212; „o.icoo,; 221; .i.t 00.. beld in
Laincoill't. DriKo .1.1 7.',.,.l.,.r. ,1 ^..

441

tav-

13; Col.

(o (lie treaty at P'ort

ifec. 34. '

' *^"' '° "<-'gotiato peace with the Shawneese.

Living.ston, John—Member of tli.> Vo„"r v 1 a>,

McConiiell, Saimi,.l-l>,i,.t.base(l Outer Lot '^t iv-.

maiuler of tl.o Ibrc^'tt JiSlicS'^Tf "' '' ''•^' '^'^1'"'"^^'^ ^°"'-

Mllrl)h'^--^re,,,),e,. o " i^»' I'-'i'^'l'^i^'or of Indian Lnn.ls, 57.

MJett. J;.;p^."l.^;:,te:iS^^;;^^'"^ ^^"'1-^' ^^•

'^^^c^ers!-:..^;"!!;^,;;;;:;^^^;;!^ "^ *>- --"^ "i'^^..«^io

xow'i-oi"':;;;;r^^''^"*7''''^'''5-^-"'5^^ '' '''' ''^""^

\w VI r'^
i ''""^vlvania. nimders in. 4^^ow \ork Gene.«ee Lan.j Company -Us oii-vin 44 n-,

ni;;is~ f:?'Si::V"V""T' ">^'™- ^^So'to;;'-i> a„aia. I'ou— llioseatoi Jlr.ii.sh iiower ;i

OldCastle—Near (.'eneva. 4!)

'

IISd'T^-' Tl'"'f'i"''^
l.y Sullivan-s expedidon. 2.

129;
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liis letter to Mr. Ellicott, 130.
142.

Parker, N. II.—Letter of, SS.
Palmer, Josejjh R.~A brother of John P
Parrish, Jasper—Indian interpreter, &e., i^i
Pease.-One of the Surveyors of the Holland Land Company, 139Peacock, Hon. Wm.-His notice of Buffalo, 137. 13s.

^'

Phelps, 01i;evSr~''^"''''^'''^
^"' victory on Lake Erie, 301.

^^'''l?r,w,^'?''f
"'

''^i .'."f'?''' ^° t'le Legislature of Massachusetts. 57;
heli the balance ot tlie lands to Ro)n-rt Morris, 58.

'

Ihelps/erah- Brother-in-law of John Crow, purchases Inner Lot No.
i, 144,

Pollard, Cai)t., or Ka-oun-do-wana—Notice of, 122 to 1''7

1 otter. ILIJ.—School trustee, 214; Notice of. 241.
1 owe , iMiss—Extracts of a letter from, !)(), to 97.
Powell, Capt. 35. .JG. 45.
Ponieroy Kalph M.-Xotice of 2.'ir.; uiol) in hi^ tavern, 238, 239, 240.
1 orter, Augustus—First Judge of Nia<,'!.ra county. 231.
Porter Augustus-Surveyor f.u-Kober't Morris, fiO; his notice of Butfalo,

loJ; his paper on the early commerce of th.- lakes, 191 to 197
rratt. Capt. !?amuel, (i,'), 151!; notice of, 174, to !77
Pratt, IJ. W. 05, Pratt. Hiram, 177
Proctor. Col.—At Bulfalo Cheek in i791. 35
Porter. (Jen. P. B. 271. 2N9. 290. 291, 2!i.^.

Pratt, Samuel—.ippointed adjutant, 29,").

Pnltney Sir Win.— Purchases a tract of Rol)ert Morris, 58,
Vlueenston—Battle of, 285.
Ransom. Asa—Settles in Buffalo, notice of, ];55, 13(i; Sheriff, 231
Ransom. Llias—Notice of, 137; trustee of school district. 214.
Ransom. Amasa—Notice of. 137.
Reese. David—Notice of, 1S4 to 18(5.
Reed, Seth—At Geneva. 50; at Erie. 129
lied Jacket, 12. 13. 29. 30. 31, 211, 272
Reservation, Indian, 59.

R!!l^^"'T'.^^'"\7^^?'''"'!^.''^^°'''""t'i i" ^^"ttalo- l-t7; left Buffalo, 221.Roop, Jolin—Purchased lands in Buffalo, 220; killed. 220.
Root. John—Notice of. 2C4 to 2G(i
Ryckman, Peter-Sent to Niagara, (i ; at Geneva, 50,
benecas, &c.—Settled at Buffalo Creek. 2, 3 10
Salisbury, S. H. & H. A.. 258; notice of. 259, 2(io.
Schlosser—Captured Ijy the British, 300
Schuyler, Philip, 11.
Schools—First movement in regard to, in Buffalo, 13, 214.
Seaver. Nathan W., 155.
Soarle, Rev. Addison—Rector of St. Paul's Church. 215-

sfrNatkms'TiTjf
'"'''"'"

"^ '^'''' *^*""'' '" '''" ''*'"*'°''' °^ ^^^^^'^^o, 27 5.

Shelton, Rev. Wm.-Rector of St. Paiil'.s Church, 215.
bmitli, Josoph--Interpreter. present at Buffalo Creek, 53.
Smyth, Gen. Alexander, 288, 292, 29';

Si*'^T/''"\rrH'J^ °/r>'?''
Holland Land Ompany'.s surveyors. 139.Squicr, Kov. Miles P.-Visits Buffalo, is ordained, 212.

Stocking ik Bull—Notice of, 244.
Stocking. Jo.seph—Notice of, 245.
Street. Samuel, 45. 53.
St. ,Iohn, Gamaliel, 233, notice of, 233, 234
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l^;5er!^Joir„!'S'^r
"""'""' "-^ ^''''fe-'- Frontier. 2^8.

Tenbroeck, Abraham, 10.

Toles/Nathan-An SrlyV u,";"! a'foflnn^ ^^^^''yterian Church. 213

i\rii- '
^^'armadiike. 224

W:!!ri:^!laff^/^^'-^--Asont of PuUney .state, 58.

Win7"^"
^"™''""-^- 3o. 30. 37.

WolcoTt', OhVen'n
•~'^'=°"^°f ^''"- S'njth, 291, captured. 299

\afe.«, I'eior, 10.




