
^,

IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-S)

k

//

< %^

1.0

1.1

2.5

2.2

Its
14.0 20

IL25 i 1.4

I 1.6

Photographic

^Sdmces
CorporaUon

^
1>^

<^

^.
V

^Jli

23 WIST MAIN STMIT
WnSTIR,N.Y. Msm

(71*) 172-4503

v\



CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHIVI/JCiVIH

Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for Historical IMicroraproductions / Institut Canadian da mlcroraproductions historlqui



Technical and Bibliographic Notaa/Notaa tachniquaa at bibliographiquaa

Tha Instituta hat anamptad to obtain tha baat

original copy availabia for filming. Faaturaa of thia

copy which may ba bibliographicaily uniqua.

which may altar any of tha imagaa in tha

raproduction. or which may significantly changa

tha usual mathod of filming, ara chaekad balow.

L'Inatitut a microfilm* la maillaur axamplaira
qu'il lul a Ati poaaibia da sa procurer. Laa ditails

da cat axamplaira qui sont paut-Atra uniquas du
point da vua bibliographiqua. qui pauvant modifiar
una imaga raproduita. ou qui pauvant axigar una
modification dana la m^thoda normala da fiimaga
sont indiquAs ci*dataoua.

["yK' Colourad covara/

LlJ Couvartura da coulaur

Covars damagad/
Couvartura andommagia

Covars rastorad and/or laminatad/

Couvartura rastauria at/ou palliculAa

r^ Colourad pagaa/
Pagaa da coulaur

Pagaa damagad/
Pagaa andommagAaa

Pagaa raatorad and/or laminatad/
Pagaa raatauriaa at/ou palliculias

D Covar titia miaaing/
La titra da couvartura manqua

("T^Coiourad i.japs/

Iv I Cartaa gtegraphiquas li coulaur

D
D
D
D

D

D

Colourad ink (i.a. othar than biua or black)/

Encra da coulaur (i.a. autra qua blaua ou noira)

Colourad plataa and/or illustrations/

Planchaa at/ou illuatrationa 1% coulaur

Bound with othar matarial/

Rail* avac d'autraa docuimanta

Tight binding may eauaa shadows or distortion

along intarior margin/
Laraliura sarria paut cauaar da i'ombra ou da la

diatorsion la ksng da la marga inlAriaura

Blank laavas addad during raatoration may
appaar within tha taxt. Whanavar poaaibia. thaaa
hava baan omittad from filming/

11 sa paut qua cartainaa pagaa blanchaa ajoutiaa
lors d'una raatauration apparaiaaam dana la taxta.

mais. lorsqua cala Atait possibla. eaa pagaa n'ont

paa «t* filmAaa.

Additional commanta:/
Commantairaa s .pplAmantairaar

rT|>^Pagaa diacolourad. stainad or foxad/
b^ Pagas dteolorias. tachatias ou piquias

Pagaa datachad/
Pagas dAtachAas

rri^howthrough/
'.}lj Transparanca

Quality of print varias/

QualitA in^gaia da I'imprassion

Includaa supplamantary material/

Comprand du matirial suppUmantaira

rn Only edition available/

D
Saula Mition disponible

Pagae wholly or partially obscured by errata

slips, tissuaa. etc.. have been refilmed to

eneure the beat possible image/
iiMi pagae totalement ou partiellement

obacurdea par un fauillet d'errata. una pelure.

etc.. ont 4tA film^aa * nouveau da fa^on A

obtanir la maiileure image possible.

This item is filmed at tha reduction ratio checked below/
Ca document est fMm4 au taux da riduetion indiqu* ei-daaaoua.

10X 14X 18X 22X 2SX 30X

y
12X IfX aox a4x 2BX 32X



wmm

s

I

fi«r

Th« copy fiim«d h«r« haa b««n r«produe«d thanks
to tha ganaroaity of:

ArehivM of Ontario

Toronto

Tha imagaa appaaring hara mrm tha baat quaiitv

poaaibia conaidaring tha condition and iagibiiity

of tha originai copy and in Icaaping with tha

filming contract spacificationa.

Originai copiaa in printad papar covars ara flimad

baginning with tha front covar and anding on
tha laat paga with a printad or illuatratad impraa-

•ion. or tha bacic covar whan appropriata. All

othar original copioa ara filmad baginning on tha

firat paga with a printad or illuatratad impraa-

•Ion. and anding on tha laat paga with a printad

or illuatratad impraaaion.

Tha laat raeordad frama on aaeh microficha

shall contain tha symbol -^(moaning "CON-
TINUED"), or tha symbol (moaning "END"),
whichavar appiiaa.

L'axampiaira filmi fut raproduit grica i la

ginirositi da:

ArchivM of Ontario

Toronto

Laa imagaa suivantaa ont 4t* raproduitaa avac la

plua grand soin. eompta tanu da la condition at

da la nattati da l'axampiaira fllm4, at an
conformit* avoc laa conditiona du contrat da
filmaga.

Laa axamplairaa originaux dont la couvartura 1%
paplar aat ImprimAa sont fiimte an common^nt
par la pramiar plat at an tarminant soit par la

damlAra paga qui comporta una ampraima
dimpraaaion ou dliiuatration. soit par la sacond
plat, salon la eaa. Toua laa autraa axamplairaa
originaux sont filmte wn common^nt par la

prami*r« paga qui comporto una amprainta
dimpraaaion ou dllluatration at an tarminant par
la damiAra paga qui comporta una talla

amprainta.

Un daa symbolaa sulvanta apparaltra sur la

damlAra imaga da chaqua microficha, salon la

eaa: la symbolo -^ signifio "A SUIVRE". to

aymbola signifia "FIN".

Mapa. plataa. charts, ate., may ba filmad at

diffarant reduction ratioa. Thoaa too large to ba
entirely ineiuded in one expoeure are filmad

beginning in the uppar left hand comsf. left to
right and top to bottom, aa many framae aa
required. The fol'owing diagrama illuatrata tha
method:

Lee cartae. planchea. tabieeux. etc., peuvent Atre

fllm4e A dee taux da rMuetion diffArenta.

Lorsqua la document eet trap grend pour 4tre

reproduit en un soul clich4, ii set film* i partir

da Tangle supMeur geuche. do gauche k droite.

at do heut en bee. en prenent le nombre
dtmegea nAcassaira. Las diagrammas sulvanta
illuatrant la mithoda.

ata

>iura.
1 2 3

1



TORONTO, GREY & BRUCE

(.<f.i
•

*' '''*

'• '^'i

*E.i
\ 1

mHm OF OSEFUL WFORMATHM
^

Respecting th^ line, and the Country
. Tributary TO m^

iroR THE USE or

i'.

SST^LBSI^. T&AV£tLEB8, IHVESTOBB, A1»I) THEfUlUa
GENEEALLY. ';i

COHPILEfiJJNMRTHp OF THE DIRECTORS,

'.,(1-

•

•Fi^C^MAS ROBIN, l^OHONTO.

TORONTO

*-^i

I

i|»ft1NT£D B\%t#E GUmK PWMTING CQmP^^^»

>r

^4





SPPWP "WPPIWfKJfiJ »rn»n|«jr-.j:



Svae •-'v^^^

••ICNT t ,Ctt«OIM

'f

"^7" '/;^'\..#K&^

IMtUit

.M"/'^* « [* •'"r>f if-Vi «>i.„!g!

V. ^x^



—v^

^r^4.

-^

v

'<'<.1.'^^^

.»•*-.

.•i!lf«»4
«•' •«."«

c^
li-anAHn Jn'*

J'lUry Soi
".ov^:

>^ iCt-\
k»i»»* W*^*' -

,.,.»*'\'^ -'-^*

> l\ChHtHan IfA f' '

*u* ]

„••

tOV»

h ^
liiV'

o»^p \s*"

> y
V .t S<^

if/»'

'»." lalkMltal

i««a»Ajil truaTOM

I

[W

lH«< kUTXI*

l-t«l"
v^

si^ij;;

\*^**««*
^*ro

."*••:« \ A
jtc:

-s

^-,

233 hft u/.„

W*.?* Vii"*"'

H'^r'.r

»*'%,»rt ii)ii fli/Ao""-'
,i.fi'

T.

£rtt *<«'»/

•"i«>^/7^

B'1||J[w/nD<\«<»i
gfi*^P^

i^BalmviH

'%
•i.i

^ .VII** -^=J>

OrTNC

TORONTO.CREY ft BRUCE

,</«/« <>/' .Vi/w

,^



TO

Hm

Resi

SETTLI

COMPIL]

PRI]

''*!*•_.



TORONTO, GREY & BRUCE

iEiAjnLrwA.ir.

HAND-BOOK OF USEFUL INFORMATION

Respecting the line, and the Country
Tributary to it.

FOR TRB USB Of

SETTLEfiS, TRAVELLERS, INVESTORS, AND THEJPUBLIO
GENERALLY.

COMPILED UNDER THE AUTHORITY OF THE DIRECTORS,

BY

THOMAS ROBIN, TORONTO.



DIRECTORS

:

1S73-3.

JOHN GORDON. Esq., of Messrs, Gordon, McKay d: Co., Toronto,

President.

Hon. JOHN McMURRICH, of Messrs. Bnjce, McMurrich d- Co., Tor-

onto, Vice-President.

JOHN MORISON, Esq., Mercluint, Toronto.

B. HOMER DIXON, Esq., K. N. L. Con»ul-Gemral of the Nether-
lands.

W. RAMSAY, Esq., Mercluinl Toronto.

Capt. THOMAS DICK, Toronto.

JOHN MACNAB, Esq., Merchant, Toronto.

GEORGE GOODERHAM, Esq., of Messrs. Gooderliam d: Worts,

Toronto.

C. J. CAMPBELL, Esq., Banker, Toronto.

Alderman JOHN BAXTER, ex-officio,for Corporation of Toronto,

S. J. LANE, Esq., Warden of County of Grey, ex-offidio for Corpora^
tion of County of Grey.

/

OFFICERS :

Sho&btary and Treasurer—W. Sutherland Taylor, Esq.

OmBF Engineer—Edmund Wragge, Esq., M. Inst. C. E.

Gknbbal Superintendent—N. Weatherston, Esq.

Soucitor—W. H. Beatty, Esq.

Head Offices—Toronto.



/

i
PREFACE.

a-

This Pamphlet is prefaced with a sketch of the history of the Tor-

onto, Grey and Bruce Railway, but its main object is to give to the

public correct information respecting the trade, resources, and progress

©f the towns and villages along the route ; including also a description

of the intervening sections of country in relation to agricultural

development and timber supply. Conciseness and brevity have been
specially studied in the topographical sketches. Parties disposed to

ettle anywhere in the vicinity of the railway can rely on the accuracy

«f the statements made, as facts have been gathered in the various

dittricts from the best sources of information, and tested by personal

observation. '

^-.tum-^:





HISTORICAL SKETCH.

Railway enterprise in the Province of Ontario received u mighty

impulse to progress by the inauguration of the Narrow-Guage System,

and the indomitable energy and perseverance manifested by Toronto

merchants and capitalists who sought to give it establishment, ani-

mated as they doubtless were with the conviction that the initiation

•f such an important railway undertaking would be fraught with the

kighest material good to the communities brought under its influence

—

as pertaining to the development of the commercial, agricultural, and

atanufactm-ing wealth and resources of the country ; besides the health-

ful impulses given to business activity and advancement, and the

ameliorating influences brought into operation by more enlarged

facilities of intercourse with the great centres of trade and of commerce,

of education, and of intellectual power.

Railway progress is taken by some as a fail' measure of the progress

•f a country in general material prosperity ; and, considering what the

railway system has done to develop and advance the commercial and

agricultural interests of Great Britain and the United States, the aver-

ment holds good. But even more rapidly has Canada progressed, and

in a larger ratio, in proportion to population, experienced benefit under

the influence of railway enterprise. Vast tracts of desolate vdldemess

kave been filled with teeming populations, and long, long ranges of

primeval forests or silent woods have in a brief space become cheer-

ful with the sounds and voices of rustic labor or of p<wtoral life. Vil-

lages, towns, and cities have sprung up almost like Jonah's gourd, and

still continue to flourish and increase. Agricultural and manufacturing

industry, as well as general commerce, have received an impetus to pro-

gress and development which has produced results—rarely, if ever

surpassed in any district of the neighboring States.

Thus Canada, by these railway projects and other agencies, is strid-

ing rapidly forward to the position of a great nation ; its railway sys-

tem is fast approaching that maturity when the whole land will be en-

Txroned with iron bands and traversed with iron roads ; when its

rich agricultural and mineral resources will have fair and full develop-

ment, and it ultimately rivals, yea, even outrivals, as population

increases, the commercial activity and greatness of the American

Republic.
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The early promoters of the Toronto, Grey and Bruce, and the Tor-

onto and Nipiasing Railways, desirous of increasing the prosperity of the

Capital City of the Province, and also developing the vast re-

sources of the country ; considering also that the enormous cost

of construction of the Broad-Guage Railways might leave extensive

ranges of country for an indefinite period virtually shut out from access

to the best markets, having no means of communication or transport

save by the primitive modes of travel, and having their attention di-

rected to the Counties of Grey and Bruce, Victoria and Ontario, large

sections of which were rich in undeveloped resources—resources in fer-

tile lands and valuable timber—they sought to gather and acquired the

requisite knowledge which ultimately induced them to embark with zeal

in the enterprise, which led to the introduction of the 3 feet 6 inch

railway guage into Canada, and the formation of the Toronto, Grey

and Bruce Railway Company.

These men, in adopting this system, wisely considered tha'

they were placing railway enterprise on a safe and profitable basis ;

and the more surely to establish such a position, in addition to

the stock subscribed, they sought and obtained aid by way of Bonuses

from the Municipalities that wo\ild benefit by the lines projected. For,

while they spared no effort to secure for Toronto her just share of

the trade of the interior^ and the benefit of being the headquarters of

promising lines of railroad, which would bring the farm or forest pro-

duce to its market—they knew also, that along the routes of the

new lines the merchants would find their business increase three or

fivefold ; their workshops, warehouses and vessels would be taxed to

the limits of their capacity in supplying facilities for the new business

which these roads would pour into the city. They knew besides that

they were furnishing the Municipalities with easy access to the com-

mercial emporium of Ontario and the best market, because the best

distributing point for all that part of the peninsula north-west, north,

and north-east of it. Further, that ^^^roperty would largely advance

in value along the lines, population would rapidly increase, immigrants

would be in great demand to cut and manufacture timber and cord-

wood as well as for other branches of industry ; more men of capital

would be induced to locate themselves in those districts favored with

water privileges, for the establishment of mills and other manufactories,

whilst the farming community would be prompted to greater activity

in the introduction of all those modem appliances that would improve

their land, enhance the value of their farms, and effect a larger yield

of all marketable products in return for their labour and enterprise.

The Bonuses, or free gifts to the Company have reached the amount
of 81,183,000, given as follows :—
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City of Toronto ; $250,000
Townahipof Albion 40,000

do Oaledon 45,000
do Mono ^t5,000

Town of Orangeville 15,000
Township of Amaranth 30,000

do Luther 20,000
do Arthur 35,000

Town of Mount Forest 20,000

County of Grey and town of Owen Sound 300,000
Township of Minto 15,000

do Howick 40,000
do Culross 43,000
do Tumberry 5,000

Government of Ontario 280,000

The Charter for the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Bailway Company
was obtained during the first Session of the Ontario Legislature in

1867-68. A Company was formed. Directors appointed, and ere long

about half a million dollars were voted by Municipalities traversed by
the road for the First Section of the Main Line. This progress made, a

Prospectus was issued—the leading statements of which are rapidly

becoming verified in the experience and progress of the Company :

—

The authorized share capital of the Company is (^,000,000, in

30,000 shares of $100 each. The Companyhavepowerto issue Bonds to

the extent of the paid up stock and the municipal and other bonuses.

Government or otherwise, actually expended in works of construction

upon the line, and cannot issue Bonds beyond that amount. The
stock already subscribed amounts to $325,000, seventy per cent, of which

has been paid up to this date, the remaining 30 per cent, being called and

payable early intheyear1873. The Companyhavebeengranteda Subsidy
from the Ontario Government of $2000permileforthe section of theirline

from Orangeville. to Owen Sound, and from Orange'.alle > Harriston

—making a total amount of $230,000. They have [also been granted

by the Government, a Subsidy for the extension of their line from Har-

riston to Teeswater. The cost of construction of the line—including

the laying of the track, plant, rolling stock, stations, and the purchase

of the right of way for the sections finished has been nearly $16,000

per mile.

From the period of the granting of the Charter, and the formation

6f the Company, no time was lost by the Directors for the perfecting

of the arrangements for beginning the building of the line. The occasion

of the visit of Prince Arthur was taken advantage of to give something

like eclat to the coraTP'inoement of operations. The ceremony of turn-

ing the first sod was orformed at Weston by the Prince, on the fifth

October, 1869. Since then the construction of the various sections of

he line have been pushed on vigorously, "and are being hastened to
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completion with amazing rapidity. In eighteen months from the turn-

ing of the first sod, the track was laid to Orangeville, a distance of 49

miles ; and the first train was run through from Toronto to near tha^

place on Monday, April 10th, 1871, having on board Mr. John Gordon,

the President of the Company, Mr. Wragge, the Engineer of the road,

and several of the merchants of the city. The trip was a successful one,

although the road was then but partially ballasted. From that time

the confidence felt in the road grew greater every day, and as the Presi-

dent said, "The achievement that had been accomplished that day

settled all question as to the practicability of the gauge."

In September of the same year the road was formally opened for

freight and passenger traffic as far as Orangeville. Shortly thereafter the

rails were laid to Moimt Forest; but the winter setting in, the ballasting

of the MountForest section was delayed till the spring, and has since been

completed. The extension from Orangeville to Owen Sound was com-

menced in the autumn of 1871, and from the energy and activity of the

contractors, bids fair to becompletedbytheendof 1872 ; thus constructing

72 miles in the marvellously short period of eighteen months. Tlie Bruce

extension has also been commenced imder an energetic contractor, and

ere long the Directors will have the proud satisfaction of witnessing the

successful accomplishment of their great work, and will be free to direct

their energies and concentrate their efforts for the speedy develop-

ment of the extensive and profitable traffic which the line cannot fail

to command.

So far as completed, the line has given entire satisfaction to the

public, and the following testimony of the leading merchants of Orange-

ville, in public meeting assembled, is worthy of record:—"Resolved

that this meeting has entire confidence in the Toronto, Grey and Bruce

Railway, and the Company is greatly entitled to the thanks of the pub-

lic for the energy shown in constructing and equipping the road ; that

we deem the'gauge perfectly satisfactory, and the power and capacity

of the Railway all that the trade of the country can possibly require
;

that imder the influence of the road the trade of this town
has been augmented tenfold, and its wealth and population increased

fourfold ; and that when the line is extended to the County of Bruce
and Owen Sound, and thoroughly equipped, it will, judging from our

experience of its operation during the past six months, afford every

facility for the transfer of traffic and the accommodation of the public.

"

The Toronto Board of Trade Report for 1871 also declares : "It is

matter for congratulation not only for this community but for the gene-

ral interests of the Dominion at large, that these narrow-gauge railways

have been built so economically, proved so successful in their working,

and have fully met the expectations of the communities which support-

ed them."
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With these considerations in view, there is ample reason for indulg-

ing in the confident anticipation that, after the whole line is thoroughly

equipped, the shareholders will soon realize a handsome profit on

their investments, the stock will be held at a premium, and the bonds

of the Company will prove as desirable a security as that of any corpor-

ation in Canada.

This brief sketch of the history of the Toronto, Grey and Bruce

Railway is but preliminary to an account of the resources and expected

traffic of the line, embraced in a description of all the sections of country

through which it runs, and the villages and toMms contiguous thereto

whose freight and passenger traffic it wUl command ; setting forth their

advantages to the agriculturist, artizan, manufacturer and capitalist.

Stimulating, also, a more rapid development by bringing under public

notice the Flour and Grist Mills, Saw Mills, Woollen Mills, Foundries,

Agricultural Implement Works, Carriage and Waggon Factories, and

other manufacturing establishments ; as also the Water Powers and

Privileges, the Agricultural and Timber Resources along the whole

route from Toronto to Owen Sound in the county of Grey, and to

the terminus in the county of Bruce.

TOPOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES.
In submitting these topographical sketches, it is necessary to begin

with the headquarters of the line

—

THE CITY OP TORONTO.

The rapidly growing wealth, power and influence of Toronto war-

rant the conclusion that it is certain of maintaining a vanguard position

in relation to important schemes of railway and commercial enterprise.

It is the grand centre for the principal lines of railway in the province,

and hence the best market for produce of all kinds. Without dispar-

agement to other cities and their noble advances towards commercial

prosperity, Toronto has pre-eminently the lead in shipping, in produce

and general trade; and from its advantageous position, is destined to be

the Chicago of Upper Canada.

The site on which Toronto is built, on the north-west shore of Lake
Ontario, was first selected by Governor Simcoe, after a survey in 1793

of the extensive basin then known as York Harbour, and deemed eligi-

ble for the ultimate creation of a city and the establishment of the seat

of Government. Some ranges of the dense woods that skirted the shore

on the east end of the Bay were speedily cleared for a town lot, and
in the spring of 1794 the Governor left Niagara, the old Capital,
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and established his residence in Little York (the early name of the

place). Parlianlent Buildings were erected, and the Legislature

assembled there for the tirat time in 1797. The progress of the place

during the early part of the present century was slow, and it was not

till the year 1834 that it was raised to the dignity of a city, and its

name changed to Toronto. Since that period it has had a steady pro-

gress, and as the country became gradually opened up to the north and

west, it assumed considerable importance as a mart of trade and com-

merce. During the last twenty years its growth has been rapid in

every form of progx-ess that tends to build up the greatness of a city.

Although Toronto is not specially picturesque in aspect approaching

it from any given point, having no elevations of a striking nature, yet it

is not devoid of interest and beauty in the characteristics of a modem
city. It is well mapped out, its leading streets having considerable

width and regularity. Its public buildings are substantial in workman-

ship, and some of them handsome and beautiful in architectural design.

Many of the stores, especially the wholesale stores and private dwel-

lings, are quite palatial in their outward aspect and interior structxure.

It is the seat of Law and Provincial Government, and the headquarters

of the Educational Department of Ontario. The principal buildings in

connection with these are Osgoode Hall, a fine classic structure, con-

taining all the Superior Law Courts of the province ; the Parliament

Buildings, of plain exterior, but with handsomely decorated and fur-

nished legislative chamber, and well equipped Government offices;

the Lieut. -Governor's residence, a princely mansion ; the Normal
School buildings, of Italian design, containing offices and depositaries

of the Council of Public Instruction ; two model schools ; one model

grammar school and educational museum. There are several hand-

some common and grammar schools. In connection with higher edu-

cation there is the University of Toronto, one of the finest buildings on

the continent of America, and reckoned second to none as a seat of

learning. It is of Norman architecture in its principal features, with

massive tower and richly sculptured Norman doorway for its main en-

trance. It is beautifully situated at the western side of the Queen's

Park, a noble public park for the recreation of the citizens, whose

spacious avenues are ornamented on eithtji side with rows of stately

trees. In the centre of the Park, on an unpretentious pedestal, is a

finely modelled and well executed bronze statue of Her Majesty,

Queen Victoria, and a short distance from this there is a handsome

monument, erected in honor of the memory of those Toronto Volun-

teers who sacrificed their lives in defence of their country during the

first attempted invasion of Canada by the Fenian miscreants. Trinity

College is another educational institution in connection with the Epis-

copalian Church ; and there is also Knox College, for the theological
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training of students in connection with the Canada Presbyterian

Church. The Upper Canada-Oollcge is an extensive range of buildings,

and has a high repute as a grammar school and boarding school for

boys. There are two Scliools of Medicine in the city, each having an

efficient staff of professors. Tliere is also an ably conducted Veterin-

ary College. The public institutions are numerous, and many of the

bxiildings ai:»propriated for their puiijosos have striking fcatui'es of

architectural l)eauty. Amongst these may bo enumerated, tlie Lunatic

Asylum, the Crystal Palace, for holding the Provincial Agricultural

Exhibitions ; the Boys' Home ; the Girls' Home ; the House of Pro-

vidence ; the Protestant Orphans' Home ; theCustom House ; the Gov-

ernment School of Technology ; the new Post Office, a fine specimen of

the Corinthian order of architecture.

The manufacturing interests of Toronto are varied. There are

several extensive iron foundries and engineering establishments, rail-

way car building shops, rolling mills, several breweries and a mammoth
distillery, carriage factories, tanneries, soap works, spice mills, cabinet

factories, one of which is the largest in the Dominion, car wheel works,

machine shops of all kinds, pork packing establishments—one of these

in appliances and arrangements for killing and curing being modelled

after the best Chicago houses—sewing machine factories, sash and door

factories, and boot and shoe factories on an extensive scale. Besides

these, many other varieties of manufacture and trade are carried on.

Banking is well represented, there being eleven Banks in the city, four

of which have sprung out of the enterprise of Toronto merchants, and

are doing a profitable business. These are, the Bank of Toronto, the

Royal Canadian Bank, the Bank of Commerce, and the Dommion
Bank. The other seven have their head offices elsewhere and are

branches of tlie Bank of Montreal, the Merchants' Bank, the Ontario

Bank, the Bank of British North America, the Quebec Bank, and

Molson's Bank. Insurance Offices are numerous and their business

extensive. The principal public halls are the St. Lawrence and Music

Halls, with several minor ones, and a large one in course of erection,

with a suite of rooms attached foy the Young Men's Christian Associa-

tion. There is also a Mechanics' Institute : with class rooms, reading

room and library. The churches are manifold, and present

diversity of features, from the plainest in architectural outline to the

most magnificent in symmetry and beauty—some of them even striking

in magnitude and grandeur of external aspect, and splendid specimens

of Gothic architecture.

During the last few years there has been a great improvement and

extension of buildings of first-class character in Toronto, which bear

evidence that commerce and wealth are rapidly increasing. This pro-

gress will be amply attested by the following memorandimi of assessed

m
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value of projieity in the city of Toronto for the years 1870, 1871 anil

1872 respectively :

—

1870—Value of Real and Personal Prr.perty ^26,918,467

1871— " " '* 29,277,136

1872— •< «« " 32,644,612

Toronto is favourably situated, in many respects, for trade and com-

merce of all kinds. It has a rich agricultural country surrounding it

on the north, east and west. Its railway lines are numerous—the

Grand Trunk Line east and west, the Great Western, the Northern

.and its Muskoka extensions, the Toronto, Grey and Bruce, the Toronto

and Nipissing, besides other lines now projected and likely to come

into operation ; then, its excellent harbor (with its island breakwater)

into which vessels of any tonnage on the lakes can enter, and which is

extending and improviTig as the demands of trade arise for more ship-

ping facilities. With such a combination of advantages, it is rising

rapidly in general commercial importance, and becoming the centre for

the principal operations in the produce trade of Ontario. The value

of goods imported into Toronto in 1870 was $8,968,237, and that for

1871 was $11,656,056, being an increase for last year of $2,587,819.

The exports of lumber and grain in value for 1870 was $2,217,384; for

1871 it was $1,885,762. But the Board of Trade Report for 1871

says :
—"The statistics don't show the actual trade of Toronto. The

statistics show for the year aggregate receipts of 3,388,567 bushels of

grain and 131,396 barrels of flour ; shipments were 2,240,919 bushels

of grain and 63,000 barrels of flour. To this add an estimate, based

on reports received from dealers in produce sold in the city but shipped

from outports, of 6,000,000 bushels of grain and 400,000 barrels of

flour, making a total trade of 9,384,567 bushels of grain and 631,396

barrels of flour. " The shipments of barrel pork and bacon, butter,

cheese and eggs were also extensive, besides large quantities of manu-

factured goods.

Another idea of the shipping trade of Toronto may be given by a

statement of the Canadian and American tonnage, inwards and out-

wards, shewing the traffic by inland navigation between Toronto and

the United States for tlie Dominion Fiscal year ending June 30tk

1871 :—

INWARDS.

Canadian Steam Vessels 269
" SaU " 632

American Steam " 1

" Sail " 120

Tons 93,834
" 98,486

" 56

23,720

Total Inward Vessels 1022 Tons 216,095
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OUTWARDS.

Canadian Steam Veaaela 262
*• Sail " 781

American Steam '* 1

«« Sail " 113

Ton.«i 60,878
" 116,120

" 66
" 21,810

216,095

Total Outward Vessels 1147 Tons 198,864

The receipts for Harbour Duos for 1871 were 810,267, an increase

of 61,316 over the year 1870.

Such is Toronto, a city with a population now bordering on 70,000,

—which we have no doubt will be doubled within the next decade,

—

and whose prosperity is being consolidated and increased by such en-

terprises as the formation of that Railway whose route it is here pro-

posed to describe, in testimony of which the Report already quoted,

says: "By reason of the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway, alargo acces-

sion of new business has resulted to the city of Toronto, while a business

vitality and spirit has been infused in the old and new settlemeut-s

which is proving a very great boon to the land interest along the lino of

railway, and also to the commercial interests of the country.

"

Passing onwards from Toronto, this line runs to Weston Stntion, a

distance of nine miles, by a third rail on the track of the Grand Trunk
Railway ; but intervening, there is Carlton,where the Company have a

siding for freight pui^posos on the Grand Trunk line.

Carlxok is a small village, with a population of about 150. It is in

the township of York and county of the same xiame. There is a creek

at this village called Black Creek, but it affords no special water privil-

eges. It is within six miles of the city, and there being no works of

any consequence except a good brick yard, the place does not make
much headway. The principal freight that is unshipped from the

Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway cars is wheat for Howland's Mills at

Lambton, of which a large quantity comes down the linb from various

places' to this point.

Lambton is situiited in the townships of York and Etobicokc, and

numbers over 300 inhabitants. With the exception of an iron foundry,

the flour mills already referred to form the chief feature of the place.

The extensive nature of the milling operations may be conceived from

the fact that there is ground annually about 100,000 bushels of wheat.

Weston, the first regular halting place on this line, is a pleasantly

situated village on the Humber River, and having a station both of

the Grand Trunk and the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railways, it has

advantages for the establishment of an extensive manufacturing trade

and also milling business which few villages possess. Its population

is estimated at over 1200. It is in the township and county of York,

with a fertile country around. The farms average .an extent of 200



f

I- !

S i|'

'.1
•<•'

Ev7

u
a 'ro3 anil boar eviilenco of tlirift aiul careful cultivation, many

of thorn having good substantial brick dwellinga and are worth

from $30 to ^5 per aero. The land is excellent, being a

clay loam with streaks here and there of a sandy nature.

Wheat and barley are largely produced, and a ijuantity also

of peas, turnips and iwtatoes. There are two flour mills, both

of which do a considerable business. A large proportion of the

wheat sui)i3lying these mills is shipped from Orangevillo, Mono R^d,
Bolton and other places on the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Line. There

is one saw-mill in the village, another on its outskirts, and a third

recently started in the immediate vicinity of the station of this line.

The other works in this place are a woollen factory, an agricultural im-

plement establishment, a foundry and machine shop, besides sundry

minor establishments for waggon making,carpentiy, etc. There are sever-

algood general 3tores,andtwo of the hotels arehandsome and commodious

brick fabrics. A considerable quantity of wheat is bought and shipped

for various mill owners and produce merchants. Witli its additional

railway facilities the village will in all i»robability now make progress

more rapidly than it has done for some years, and the waters of the

Humber can easily be utilized for the working of other mills and

manufactories.

At Weston the Grand Trunk track is left and the Toronto Grey A
BruceLine begins its independent course. From this point it passes on to

Humber Summit Station. The Humber is hero crossedby a bridge of con-

siderable length and elevation, having five spans of 50 feet each, and

one span of 83 ft. C in. , with stone piers. A short distance from this

station is the

Humber Village, a small place containing about 120 inhabitants,

whose trade is limited to some waggon makers and blacksmiths' shops, a

cabinet-maker's establishment, a couple of general stores, with a flour

mill about a mile from the station.

The next station reached is Woodbridgo, 16^ miles from Toronto,

where there is and will be a considerable traffic by reason of the large

miUs and manufactories in the neighboring villages of Woodbridgo and

Pine Grove.

WooDBRiDGB (formerly named Burwick), looking towards it from the

station, appears lying in a valley between rising grounds on the north

and south which are crowned with pines and other umbrageous trees,

whilst the Humber (which has two branches that form a junction here)

cour;;-! through the village in considerable breadth of stream. On the

north-east on an elevation there rises to view a neat Gothic church with

a little tower %nd spire, giving a picturesque effect to the back-ground.

Woodbridge has its location in the to mship of Vaughan,county of York,

and in population numbers 900. The land in the vicinity and for miles
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around gives a largo yield of produce to the farmers. Tlie fainns ar»

well stocked and have substantial steadings and are uf similar

yalue to those around Weston. Some uf them are 100 acre lots^

but many extend to 200 acres. Wheat and barley are exten.

sively cultivated as the soil is well adapted for these products. The

leading manufactory here is Abell's Woodbridge Agricultural Works.

These works are amongst the largest of the kind in the Dominion. They

cover an area of 2^ acres. There are two ranges of biiildings, the mai^

building being 200 feet long and three storey high,containing the offices,

machine shop, wood work shop and pattern room. The other range of

building contains the foundry 05x36 feet, and the paint shop on a

second flat. Between three and four hundred tons of pig-iron are used

annually in the works, besides 126 tons wrought iron, and a large quan-

tity of scrap iron ; 225 tons of coal are also yearly c.insumed. In the

wood work 100,000 feet of lumber are annually made use of, and there

is constantly kept on hand a thtee years' supply of lumber, or 300,000

feet, to insure it being well seasoned and dry before using. From 130

to 150 men are constantly employed. All kinds of agricultural imple-

ments are manufactured, and also mill machinery of every description,

besides engines, boilers, &c. Complete saw mills are made up and all

requisites provided, including frame of building, sawing machines,

engines, boilers, and gearing ofeverykind. Goods are sentfrom this estab-

lishment to all parts of the Dominion. ^ Mowing and sawing ma-

chines have also been sent from here to England. There is another

extensive agricultural implement works near the village. A woollen

factory is here, manufacturing blankets, flannels, tweeds, <&c. , employ-

ing about two dozen hands. A stave factory does a good business

for the mills in the neighborhood. There are two saw mills in the

village and one extensive saw mill about two miles north of it, on what
is known as the Graham Estate,embracing about 600 acres chieflycover,

ed with good pine trees. It is estimated that this mill will send for

shipment by this railway between 4,000,000 and 6,000,000 cubic feet

of lumber annually. About two miles from Woodbridge there is a flour

mill, and half a mile further another one is in operation, whilst at

Pine Grovk village Messrs. Gooderham&Worts ofToronto canyon
an extensive milling business. This village contains a population of 170.

The Pine Grove Mills are situated on a branch of the Humber,one mile

from Woodbridge ; they have four run of stones, and can produce about

1000 barrels of flour per week. The wheat supplying them is partly

bought in the district, but a large portion of it comes from stations on

the Toronto, Grey and Bruce line. Two of the general stores at Wood-
bridge and one at Pine Grove do an extensive trade, and their owners

deal largely in produce of various kinds. Thus the trade of Woodbridge
and neighborhood will add largely to the traffic of this railway.
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Thorc arc several can-iayo and waggon makers, two fonndriea, a

W(x)llon carding mill and a grist mill, sundry smaller manufactiiring

shops aro also in operation. A stage nins between the village and

Klineborg Station.

Following the Railway lino, Bolton cornea next in order, at a dis-

tance from Toronto of 2Gi miles.

Bolton is an old settlement, dating back to 1821, and till the

Toronto, Grey and Bnit • hno was formed, has been hitherto shut out

from railway facilities. It is beautifully situated—being nestled in a

valley encircled with gently rising uplands, whilst the Humbor flowing

placidly through the village adds to the boaxity of the place. The

population of Bolton numbers over 760, and measures are being taken

to secure for it an Act of Incorporation. It is in the township of Albion

and county of Peel—near the border lino between Peel and York coun-

ties. Its loading establishmonts are a flour and grist mill, a woollen mill,

a tannery, a foundry and agricultural implement works, which although

only throo years in operation, is doing a large and increasing

business. As an evidence of the advantivges of the railway to

manufacturers and others at a distance from tho city, the proprietor of

tliis establishment (Mr. Dick) can now get his raw material from

Toronto for a freightage charge of $4.50 per five tons or car load, and
liis cost of carriage previoiisly when teaming it on the gravel road was

$1.00 per ton. The literary element is not awanting in the village as a

weekly newspaper has been established, named "The British Standard.

"

Tho country aronnd has a repute for good barley, and for sending to

market a considerable quantity of hogs and dairy produce. Tho farms

are well cultivated and range in value from $30 to $45 per acre. A
commodious grain warehouse has bepn erected at Bolton Station.

Mono Road Station is six miles from Bolton and 32i from

Toronto. Tho village proper which this station accommodates is Cale-

don East, 1^ miles distant. But around tho station there is an hotel,

a few houses, and a steam saw mill. There is an excellent wheat and
barley country in this section, and a largo quantity of produce is

brought here, of which 20,000 bxishels wore shipped during last winter.

'R) promote this traffic the company have erected at the station a grain

warehouse, capable of storing 15,000 bushels of grain.

Caledon East is a village bordering onttho townships of Albion and

Caledon, with 200 inhabitants. Its trade is dependent on the farming

community around, but it is likely to improve and make headway hj
reason of the railway facilities it now possesses.

About 2\ miles east of Mono Road there is tho village of Sandhill,

situated on tho border line of tho townships of Albion and Chingua-

cousy, county of Peel, numbering about. 200 inhabitants. Beside

i

general merchandise, its trade is embraced in the operations of several

9
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carriage and waggon makers, blacksixiiths, harness makers and a

tannery. ThetraflScof this village and district will find its way to

Mono Road or Bolton Stations.

Six miles from Mono Road there are extensive beds^ of fine sand-

stone reputed dqiial in quality for building purposes to the Ohio sand-

stone. These are designated the Caledon Hill Freestone Quarries. It

is of very great importance to a city like Toronto to have at such a

comparatively short distance such an abundant supply of valuable

building material. The lack of railway facilities for transport has

hitherto prevented the investment of capital in working these (Juarries,

But now, with this railway in the vicinity, and the growing taste for a

first-class style of building for stores and public edifices, this stone will

f^.oubtless bo introduced into the city, which it can be at a moderate cost,

and aid greatly in improving and beautifying the aspect of its streets.

The railway v/ill also benefit by the traffic created thereby. In tho

same neighborhood there is a large supply of excellent flagstone and

limestone. It has been strongly urged on the Company to build a

short branch to those quarries, which would equally servo the water

power in the neighborhood of Church's Falls. The matter is favorably

thought of by the Company.

CuART,ESTON, (formerly called Caledon), is a village of 300 inhab-

itants, in the township of Caledon and county of Peel. It is surround-

ed by a good wheat country. Barley also has considerable cultivation.

The railway has done good seivice to the farmers in Caledon, for since

it was opened the value of their land has risen 25 to 30 per cent. Bo-

sides grain and other goods, a large quantity of cordwood has been ship,

pad from Charleston to Toronto, there being a good supply of beeclx

and maple at various short distances from the station. The clause in

the Company's charter respecting the carrymg of cordwood has operated

in a very profitable' way for the landholders around here and othei-

places along the lino. This article, wJiich, previous to the opening of

the line, realized only at tho outside price ^1.50 per cord at Charles-

ton, Alton and Orangoville, gradually rose last winter (the first railway

season) to ^. 50 per cord, and at the two last named places it reached

^.00. Thus an immense profit accrued, and will still accnie, to tho

farmers, who are the principal parties who will benefit most largely un-

der this new phase of railway advantages. It will also prompt them
to be careful of their timber and prevent it going to waste, whilst*the

railway will commanl a large adilition to its traftlc from this source.

A large portion of the traffic at Charleston Station will come fron)

Church's Falls and Belfountain.

Church's FALLs^(also called Cataract) is situated in a deep valley

or i-ather gorge on the south-west side of Caledon Hill, and four miles

from Charleston Station . The Company have a general scheme in view.
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by which the whole of this valley will be served by its railway. The
River Credit courses rapidly down the gorge in never-failing stream,

and affords one of the best water powers in the Province. The sides

of the hill and the ranges of the valley are well covered with wood
of various kinds, consisting of rock ehn, hemlock, basswood, beech,

cedar, and maple. The resources of this valley are varied, and

to a large extent undeveloped. Besides the timber, there is good

freestone, flagstone, water-lime, and a very fine clay, or fuller's

earth, equal to any now in use by woollen manufacturers. Church's

Falls is named after the founder of the village, who has here a

flour and grist mill, saw mill, and a shingle and stave factory.

The Falls may more aptly be designated a short series of rapids, falling

80 feet in the course of 300 yards. In a distance of 3h miles, the

river has a descent of 380 feet, thus affording, without much trouble or

expense, a natural adaptation of water privileges for numerous mills

and manufactories. There is here, also, a woollen mill and flax mill,

and a mile nearer Charleston, another saw mill, doing a considerable

business. The population is estimated at 200, but may rapidly increase

;

for with these natural advantages and railway facilities now at hand,

Church's Falls will, in all probability, become a place of considerable

importance, the Railway Company being determined to offer every

facility to develop this fine water power so contiguous to the line.

Belfountain if, also in Caledon township, seven miles from

Charleston, where there is excellent water-power, but the immber of

works, as yet, is limited to a flour mill, tannery, and two saw mills.

The timber around the district embraces beech, maple, hemlock, elm,

and ash. The farms are good, the land well cultivated, and thrift the

general characteristic of the tillers of the soil.

Alton, 44J miles from Toronto, is the next station on the line, after

passing Chai;}eston. The village is 1 mile from the station, to which

the villagers have built a good gravel road, and also grantt'i the Com-
pany sufficient land for station buildings and siding. It is in the

township of Caledon. The population has steadily increased since the

opening of the line, and now numbers 500. The River Credit flows

through the village. Three saw mills, and two flour and grist mills are

in operation, and another large one in coxnse of erection, with four

run of stones, power and capacity for other r-vo run of stones, and

whose machinery will coat ^,000. Besides th^se, there is an axe

factory, a woollen factory, two cabinet factories, ond a '^^am shingle

and lath factory. Adjoining the Station there is an ahu; .dance of lime-

stone said to be of the very finest quality ; lime-kilns iice already being

erected here, and there will be quite n. brisk trade In thi.^ business next

Beason. The timber in the neighborhood consists of hemlock,

cedar, elm, beech, maple and a small quantity of pine. In the apace
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of li miles, there are seven water privileges already formed, and

ample facilities for a large increase. There are other ostablishmentfl,

^uch as waggon factories, carpenters and blacksmiths' shops, etc. About

two miles from the village, is the fountain-head of the main branch of

the River Credit. This consists of a chain of lakes, three in number,

Called the Caledon Lakes. They connect with each other, and the

first one, almost circular in formation, covers a space of over 100

acres. They are encircled with wooding, which, aflfording shelter from

any strong winds, gives to the waters always a peaceful aspect, whilst

the rolling nature of the country around, with here and there a wood-

crowned upland, aids in giving a i^icturesque beauty to the whole

scene. The lakes abound in speckled trout, and afford excellent sport

for the numerous disciples of Isaac Walton who frequent the place, and

come hither from far and near.

This railway also commands the carrying trade, by Alton station, of

HiLLSBUBOH, a thriving village in the township of Erin, county of

Wellington, seven miles from Alton, with a population of 400, where a

branch of the Credit River gives water-power to two grist mills, a

woollen mill and a tannery. A considerable farming trade is done in

the village, and the general stores, in consequence, do an extensivo

business.

Two miles from Alton Station, towards Orangeville, there is a saw

mill and oatmeal mill—also a tannery, at a small village named Mel-

ville.

Okangeville follows next in order after Alton, being 49 miles

from Toronto, No village on the whole route of this railway has so

rapidly prospered by reason of the direct operation of railway facilities

as Orangeville. About the period of the commencement of the rail-

way survey the population of the villagr numbered scarcely 1,000, »nd

since then it has doubled that number. Village properly will now
realise twice its former value, and farming land around has increasetl

in price 25 to 30 per cent. The village, although ranked in the town-

ship of Garafraxa, county of Wellington, is sitixated on the border 0i

three townships. Mono, Caledon and Garafraxa, on an elevated plateau

with well cultivated country around—rising on the west and north

with a gentle slope, and fringed here and there with narrow stripi

of woodland, which gives a pleasing effect to the, background pf

the landscape. A few miles north-west of the village the laad

attains its highest altitude between Toronto and Lake Huron,

an altitude of over 1,400 feet above the level of that city. The
streams or rivers below this point all find their way to Lake

Ontario, but beyond that point of altitude they pursue an op-

posite course and flow towards Lake Huron, with the exception of tke

Grand River, which finds its outlet in Lake Erie. Orangeville is an
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incorporated village, fast rising to importance, and being the junction

of the line from Bruce with the main line from Owen Sound, is

bound to become one of the leading inland towns of Ontario. It

has at present flour mills, woollen factories, two foundries, steam

planing mills, two saw mills, two carriage and w^aggon factories,

•ne cabinet factory ( steam .power ), one pump making establish-

ment, two brick-yards, a large tannery and several smaller works.

There are several handsome brick blocks with spacious stores ; some
substantial and commodious brick hotels ; and the churches are taste-

ful brick structui'es of Gothic design. A branch of the Credit

River runs through the village and affords water power to several of

the mills. As a grain "hiarket Orangeville has risen to considerable

importance since the railway was opened ; for about four months

during last winter twelve to sixteen car loads of grain were daily

shipped from the Orangeville Station, besides large quantities of other

produce; a considerable amount of cordwood, cedar posts,- fence rails

and other timber. Four to five car loads of store goods also reach

here daily from Toronto for supplying the stores in this place, and

several of the villages in the Grey section. A large grain ware-

house for the accommodation of the merchants has been provided

by the Company at the Station, besides a commodious structure

for general freight, and three large grain warehouses are now in

course of erection at this Station, by private • enterprise, the

whole having a storage capacity of 100,000 bushels of grain. A
bi-monthly Fair has been established for the buying and selling

of cattle and other live Stock, and the success attending the,

efforts of its promoters, will necessitate an immediate change

to a monthly Fair. As at other stations, cordwood has more than

doubled in price since the railway commenced conveying it to Toronto;

To aid the enterprise of the village two weekly newspapers have been

started—the "Sun" and "Advertiser," and bid fair for permanent

establishment. Tlie railway will have a heavy traffic from this place,

ever increasing with the rapid development of the resources of the

surrounding country, the land being not only excellent for grain, but

admirably adapted for grazing purposes and the rearing of fat cattle

from the number of fine water springs in the district. No place

appears to have a brighter future than the plucky town of Orangeville.

A short distance from Orangeville the line divides into the branch

leading on by Mount Forest and Harriston to the county of Bruce, and

the main line in an almost straight course through the heart of the

county of Grey, to its terminus at Owen Sound. The county of Grey,

although comparatively a new county, its general settlement not

dating back much over twenty years, yet its p; gross has been

more rapid, with only one or two exceptions, than that of any other



t

{



23

and blesaings

rock elm trees, when cut down, measured 63 feet, 12 \ 12. On the low

swamp ground, there is an abundance of cedar, hemlock, tamarack,

spruce, and a small quantity of pine. Thus, apart from the agricul-

tural resources of the surrounding coimtry, the timber of this ex-

tensive bush will yet yield a large carrying trade to the Railway.

In this bush is situated, 3^ miles further on the line than Wal-

demar,

Luther Station, where there is a village with a popvdation num-
bering only about 60, but rapidly increasing, and with the water power

of the Grand River at hand, for saw mills, flour mills and other works,

it promises to be a thriving and stirring place. There is already a saw

mill and woollen mill in operation here.

Arthur, is next approached, marked on the mileage posts 73

miles from Toronto. It is an incorporated village in the town-

ship of the same name and county of Wellington, but bordering

on the four townships of Arthur, Luther, Peel and Garafraxa.

It is chiefly formed of one long street stretching out on the Gara-

fraxa road from one rising ground to another. Near the east end of

the village and at the foot of a slope runs a small stream which rises in

Luther township, flows through the township of Maryborough and

joins the Irvine River, which connects itself with the Grand River in

Waterloo. The village is being extended at various points branching

off from the main line of street. The inhabitants number 800, with

every prospect of speedy increase by new settlers. The traffic here for

the railway will include wheat, oats, barley, lumber, wool, butter, cord-

wood, &c. The soil is a good, sandy loam, with here and there a light

clay with gravelly subsoil. The value of improved farms ranges from

$20 to $30 per acre, and bush farms or but partially improved from $12

to $15. The railway has caused an increase in value of village pro-

perty of about 25 per cent. The stores inthe village are for the most part

owned by the storekeepers, who are, as a rule, prosperous. There are

three saw mills, which command a supply of timber in the district, such

as cedar, hemlock, beech and maple. There is a water power and a

steam power flour and grist mill, a woollen mill, a tannery, a shingle

mill, potash works, several waggon factories, blacksmiths* and car-

penters' shops, &c. From the favourable position of Arthur, border-

ing on so many townships through which there is a gpod wheat coun-

try, it ought to become an extensive grain market, and it will doubt-

less, with its railway advantages, command the trade of a large portion

of the townships of Arthur, Luther, Peel, Garafraxa and Maryborough.

Aboui midway between Arthur and Mount Forest, in the centre of

Arthur township, is Kenilworth, another station on the line, in the

midst of a fine farming country.
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Mount Forest, a place fast rising in importance and becoming astation

of very considerable consequence on this railway. Its settlement only

dates back nineteen years. The population is 1650. It is situ-

ated at the comer of the townships of Egremont and Normanby in

the county of Grey, and Arthur in the county of Wellington^

but for municipal purposes it is rated in Wellington. It is sup-

plied with waiei- privileges from the south branch of the Saugeen

River, which, rising by small creeks in Proton, Egremont and

Arthur, flows on to its junction with the north branch or Rocky

Saugeen near Hanover, on the borders of Bruce and Grey, and the

united waters pursue their course by Walkerton and Paisley, merging

into Lake Huron at the harbour of Southampton. There is considera-

bly more water power in Mount Forest than ia yet appropriated for

mills or other works. The works at present established consist of two

saw mills, two water power and one steam power flour and grist mills

—

one of these having an oatmeal mill attached. The owners of the lat-

ter (Messrs. Martin and Son) recently took the first prize for oatmeal

at the Guelph Agricultural Exhibition. There are two woollen mills, a

large carriage and agricultural implement manufactory, three other car-

riage and waggon shops, an iron foundry doing a large and rapidly in-

creasing business, two tanneries, two brickyards, and several bladk-

smiths' and other establishments. A pottery is about to be set in oper-

ation, as there is excellent clay in the neighbourhood for the purpose.

There are two newspapers printed here, the "Examiner" and the "Con-

federate", whose large subscription lists evidence prosperity. During the

railway agitaton in Wellington, Grey and Bruce, the people of Mount
Forest took an active part, and the "Examiner" strongly advocated the

claims of this Railway Company. The railway has increased the value

of village lots and property 25 per cent. A monthly Fair for live stock

has been csUblished, and the show of cattle is yearly improving, as

several farmers in Egremont are making a specialty of cattle-raising,

and in Normanby they are making advances towards improving the

quality of their cattle. The Company has already carried down to

Toronto as many as 400 head of cattle from a oingle fair. This place

ia also rising to the position of a good produce market ; for, although
in Egremont and Normanby there are many gravel ridges along the
farms, yet in both townships the soil is generally good, the farmers

enterprising, and the wheat excellent in quality. Sheep are reared

in large numbers around this section of country^ and Mount Forest

last season did well nigh as much trade in wool as Harristcm,
Clifford and Walkerton combined. There is an excellent opening in

Mount Forest for a stave factory and a shingle mill. Banking facilities

are supplied by a branch of the Ontario Bank ; a large farmers' trade
comes to the village, and the general mercantile business is extensive.
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The educational and otlier advantages of the place are commensurate
with its requirements, and everjrthing gives evidence of solid progress.

Bending south-west from Mount Forest, and continuing the line

thrLjgh north Wellington, it directs its course to Harriston, where it

crosses the Wellington, Grey and Bruce Railway.

Harriston, in the township of Minto, is situated on a branch of

the Maitland River which rises in this township, and flows through

Howick, Tumberry, Wawanosh and Colbome townships, terminating in

Lake Huron at the town of Goderich. Harriston is distant from Toronto

via Mount Forest 98 miles. The people of Harriston and of the township

•f Minto generally have manifested great interest in railway progress,

and have evidently a high appreciation not only of the vast importance

to a community of railway communication, but also of the great ad-

vantages of railway competition where there is a fair field for its exer-

cise ; for after having voted a very large bonus to the Wellington, Grey

and Bruce line, they voted an additional bonus to the Toronto, Grey

and Bruce railway ; and with these two lines in full operation, Harriston

must deservedly enter on a course of rapid prosperity. Symptoms of

this are already manifest, for, with the prospect of such splendid rail-

way facilities, the assessment roll of Harriston has increased since last

year 150 per cent., and the township assessment 50 per cent. The

population is 900, and the works now in operation are two saw mills)

two shingle mills, one flo\ir mill, two planing mills, two woollen mills,

two cabinet factories,two foundries and agricultural works,two bakeries,

besides sundry waggon makers', blacksmiths' and carpenters' establish-

ments, and the prospect of another foundry. The owners of property

are willing to give special facilities to parties wishing to establish

factories and other works. The stores are numerous, with four hotels

and two large grain warehouses, with prospects of immediate increase.

A newspaper, the ** Harriston Tribune," conducted with spirit, has

recently been started with every prospect of success. Steps have been

taken with a view to the incorporation of the village. The railway will

here command a large produce trade from a wide range of country where

the land is rich and fertile, ranging in value from $30 to $45 per acre.

Spring wheat and barley are produced, with a proportion of fair fall

wheat ; root crops are largely cultivated, and the farmers are thrifty

and prosperous. The following statistics of population and resources

of Minto township have been kindly furnished by Mr. Young, editor of

the " Harriston Tribune : " Minto contains 71,119 acres ; total assessed

value, $720,009.42; population, 4,390; cattle, 4,222; sheep, 4,227; hogs,

2^300; horses, 1,273. Families, 816, divided into religious denominations

thus:—Presbyterian, families, 395, or 2,227 souls ; Church of England,

families, 131, or 676 souls ;_Wesleyan Methodist, families, 57, or 328

Muls ; Primitive Methodist, families, 32, or 206 souls ; New Connection
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Methodists, families, 54, or 275 souls ; Roman Catholics, families, 65, or

312 souls ; and the balance of other denominations of smaller propor-

tions.

Crossing the Wellington, Grey and Bruce line, this Toronto Bail-

way still pursues a south-westerly course from Harriston to Gorrie and

Wroxeter Station, a distance of 12 miles. Four miles from this

another station will be placed for the convenience of a village named
Lisadel.

LisADEL is in the township of Howick and county of Huron. The

population is about 160. A branch uf the Maitland River flows

through the village,on the margin ot which are two grist and saw mills.

Besides these, there are several waggon makers', blacksmiths', carpen-

ters' and other workshops. An excellent limestone quarry is in the

neighbourhood, and the farms around partake of the general character-

istics of the country along the line from Harriston on to Teeswater

—

rich in the quality of its timber and in the fertility of its cleared lands.

Gorrie is a thriving village, and has some just claim to beauty of

situation. It is built on the ridges, slopes and intervening hollows of

rolling land, skirted on all sides with wood, and having the Maitland

River flowing through its centre. Near the village this stream runs

through a channel whose banks are of some elevation, and in conse-

quence having a natural formation forgathering a considerable head of

water to give power for mills or other works. It is in the township of

Howick, all through which the water power is abundant, affording

ample opportunity for making it pre-eminently a manufacturing town-

ship. Gorrie is 23 miles from Mount Forest, and has a population of

400. There is here one of the largest saw xuUls throughout all thia

section, doing a business of over one million feet of lumber annually,

which alone will give a large carrying trade to the railway from thia

station, especially so when conjoined with the product of another

extensive saw mill at Wroxeter, which sends out three quarters of a

million feet annually. The timber cut at this mill is pine, l\em1ock,

and some beech, maple and elm. Besides the saw mill there is a large

shingle mill and a flour mill, two tanneries, a foundry, a carriage fac-

tory, and a cheese factory. In the interests of the agriciiltural popu-

lation a Monthly Fair has been established. There is a fine country

around wi*h a good loam soil and richly productive. .

WROXiSTER, three miles from Gorrie, and in the same township, has

a population of 700. It is also situated on the Maitland River, which

gathers additional volume of water, after leaving Gorrie, from an ad-

joining creek. This is a place of growing importance for produce of all

kinds. A large qirantity of grain, butter, pork, and wool is bought

here. One buyer alone purchased, last season, 12,000 lbs. of wool.

There are four grain warehouses. Sheep and cattle are reared exten-
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sively in the district, and the monthly Cattle Fair held here is well

attended. The village trade is various. There is the large saw mill

already referred to—conjoined with which is a planing mill, and sash and

door factory ; a flour ar d grist mill,with three run of stones, and two run

of stones about to be added, as the proprietors intend to prosecute flour

milling largely for shipment, as soon as the railway is completed to this

point. There is a cabinet factory carrying on a considerable business; an

iron foundry is in course of erection, and there are several carriage and

waggon factories. As in all villages, in proportion to size, there are

several shoemaking and tailoring establishments, and carpenters' shops*

The general store biisiness is extensive and yearly increasing. As an

evidence of the business importance of the place, it is represented, on

good authority, that there is more money passes through the post-

office of Wroxeter than any other post-office in the counties of Huron,

Grey and Bruce. Of course, places where there are bank agencies

established must be exempted from comparison under this representa-

tion. The village of Belmore, about five miles distant, near which

there is a large cheese factory, will, in all probability, send its traffic

with the east by Gorrie and Wroxeter Station. Howick is the most

poptilous township in the county of Huron, its numbers being 5,600,

with 1,100 ratepayers. Many of the farmers of the adjoining town-

ship of Carrick, in its south-western section, will bring their trade to

this station, although their position may be nearer to Clifford, on the

Wellington, Grey and Bruce line, as the roads to Clifford are very

hilly and rough, whilst to Wroxeter they are of a different character

Besides, Toronto and the east is evidently considered bythe majority

of the people in these parts as the best outlet for their produce trade,

for although Harriston has had railway connection with Hamil'

ton and the Great Western line since the beginning of last winter,

and naturally, from its proximity to Howick, the people of that

township might have been supposed to have generally sent their grain

there for shipment, along the Wellington, Grey and Bruce line, yet

the greater part of the traffic in produce from Wroxeter and other

places around has gone a miich further 4istance to Seaforth, for ship-

ment on.the Grand Trunk line to Toronto, and other places east. This

traffic, then, will naturally find its way to the Toronto, Grey and

Bruce line, when the Gorrie and Wroxeter station' is opened for

business. ,
''

The railway as projected will be carried through from Wroxeter to

Teeswatdr, in t^e county of Bruce, and may ultimately be extended to

Lake Huron
Tebswater—one of the prettiest and most romantic situations in

the western peninsula, and bound to grow— with the railway line

carried thence direct from Gorrie and Wroxeter Station, will be
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120 miles from Turonto. It is a village whoso inhabitants, as well as

those of the township of Culross (in which it is situated), displayed

—

headed by their worthy Reeve, George McKibbon, whose large heart

is too big for his body—extraordinaiy energy and enterprise in

their endeavours to secure the advantages of this railway connec-

tion. Culross is in the county of Bruce, and the Clinton and
Walkerton gravel road runs through the township by way of Teeswater

The stream from which it derives its name riset near the borndary of

Carrick and Culross, flows through the village, coursing on to Rivers-

dale and through the township of Greenock, joining the Saugeen River

near the village of Paisley. The mills in the village are flour and

woollen, but there is ample scope on the Teeswater for the further

extension of water privileges. An iron foundry is in operation,

whose business is being pushed with energy, and is rapidly increasing.

Besides, there are several other minor workshops and a tannery. The
principal notable building feature in the village is a good Town Hall

the best in the county. Northward about 4^ miles there are good grist

and saw mills, called the Moscow Mills ; another saw mill one

and a half miles down the Teetwater. Three miles from the

village, at the confluence of a creek and the Teeswater, there

are oatmeal and flour mills ; a steam saw mill about five miles south,

and another about six miles in the same direction, both carrying on a

large business. The stores do a considerable country trade. Grood

limestone abounds on the banks of the river, a large quantity of which

is here burned and disposed of over the country. There is little swamp
in the township, and the timber consists largely of pine and hem-

lock, with a quantity of excellent beech, maple, oak and rock elm. The
farms are well cleared, and vary in size from 100 to 200 acres. The soil

is rich, being a clay loam with a limestone gravel subsoil. The agricul-

tural population consists chiefly of Scotch, a goodly number of Germans,

and a few Irish. The staple produce is wheat, with a proportion of

other cereals and root crops. A large amount of cattle are raised,

and the butter produce, also large, is of excellent quality. From
various surveys of the geological formations in and around Teeswater,

and other observations, it is confidently anticipated that salt will be

found here by an average depth of boring. A company is in process

of formation to conduct experiments, and a considerale amount of

money has already been subscribed for the purpose. When the railway

reaches Teeswater a considerable portion of the trade of several of the

townships of south Bruce will find its way thither, and the value of the

traffic of this line will be enhanced accordingly.

WiNGHAM, ten miles south-west of Wroxeter, is a young but gtQW-

ing village, which will contribute considerable business to the Railway,

as offering the most direct route to the best market in the Province.
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There is aniothcr village on the Maitland Riycr, four miles from

Winghaiu, naiuod Bluevale, with a population of 300, which,with its

flour and saw mills and other works, will give a largo amount of carrying

trade to the railway.

KiNCAKDiNE village, although diaiant from the present proposed

terminus of this railway at Toeswater about twenty-three miles, yet it

will send thither to increase the traffic resources of the line a large por-

tion of its salt and other products. The range of country intervening

which has hitherto traded largely with Kincardine in wheat and other

cereals as well as wool, pork, butter, eggs, and root crops, will doubt-

less transfer a largo portion of that trade to Toeswater. Kincardine

is situated on the shores of Lake Huron, is favoured with lake" ship-

ping facilities. It has large salt works, one of which is the largest in

the Dominion, and the salt produced is reported to be superior in

strength and purity to any other in the country. There are quite

a number of mills and workshops of divers kinds, and the place gives

evidence of steady progress.
,

The description of the progress of the line through the county of

Bruce being concluded with Kincardine, it is necessary now to follow

its course from Orangeville Junction to Owen Sound through the

county of Grey.

Passing from Orangeville Junction, the line skirts along the north-

east comer of Amaranth township, crossing the boundary of which it

enters the county of Grey, beginning with the tpwnship of Melanc-

thon, in which there are large tracts of forest, whose timber is of great

value, both east and west of Shelburne (the first station reached in

this section), varied by birch, rock-elm, beech, tamarac, maple, hem-

lock, and some basswood. Approaching Shelbiurne, at a distance of

64^ miles from Toronto, the line strikes the gravel road known as the

Toronto and Sydenham Road, and several other roads lead oflf at this

point, to rising villages and important agricultural districts, whose

trade will be drawn thither when railway communication begins.

Shelbuene is a village, with a population of about 100. Railway

prospects have brightened the hopes of the villagers and proprietors, and

also wrought wonders towards shaping the future of the place. Already,

the cleared farm land in the neighborhood brings ^0 per acre, which,

but a short time ago, could only realize from $16 to $20. Bush land,

which, before the railway was projected, did not average more

than $10 per acre, now brings easily $15—a block of 900 acres o^

bush land having changed hands at that price, a few months ago, and

the value of lands is still in the ascending scale. The trade of the village

consists of a waggon and carriage factory, some blacksmiths' and car-

I>enters' shops, and a few general stores—several new stores being in

course of ere^ion. With a view to induce settlement and increase,
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ground for stores, manufactories, or dwellings are being offered at ex-

tremely moderate prices. The position of Shelbume for a railway sta-

tion is an important one in relation to the trade of a wide extent of country

and likely to lead to the establishment of a largo grain market. A large

portion of the traffic on the Toronto and Sydenham Road will be inter-

cepted at Shelbume, and a great deal of the produce of Mulmur town-

ship, in the coiinty of Simcoo, that was wont to be carried to stations

on the Northern Railway, will be diverted from thence, and brought

to this point. The northern portion of Mono township will also aid in

building up a trade at Shelbume Station. The soil around Shelbume

is a clay loam, and to the east and north wheat is the chief product,

whilst west there is a largo proportion of oats and barley. From the

large quantity of timber, steam saw mills will doubtless^be established,

for which there is a splendid opening. A woollen mill woidd also

find ample raw material for an extensive business, and a tannery like-

wise. Besides the rural districts, there are several villages within a few

mUes, in various directions, the outlet for whose trade will be by Shel-

bume and its railway station, such as Rosemont, Primrose and Hom-
ing's Mills.

Rosemont is twelve miles distant to the noHh-east of Shelbume,

in the' township of Mulmur, and has a splendid farming country around

it. The inhabitants number 250. Besides the produce trade and gen-

eral merchandise business, there are flour mills, sash and blind fac-

tories, waggon makers', blacksmiths', harness makers', chair makers',

carpenters' and other establishments.

Primrose is situated in the north-west comer of iho t jwnship of

Mono, and possesses water power from a branch of the Nottawasaga

River, which rises with different branches in Mono and Muhrnir. The
village is distant four miles from Shelbume, and besides several minor

works, has good flour and saw mills in operation.

Horning's Mills has a fine situation both for its water power and

the agricultural resources around. It is on the Collingwood road about

seven miles north of Shelbume. Near the village is a small spring

water lake surrounded by woodlands—out of which flows a fine trout

stream affording excellent fishing sport, and at a short distance joins

another stream which unitedly flow into the Nottawasaga ; with the

combination of wood, lake and stream, the village has quite a pleasant

position. The population is 150. The bush land is chiefly filled with

hardwood, although there is a small proportion of other timber. The
saw mills are two in number, and there are also two flour mills and a

woollen factory. The indispensable waggon makers' and blackamitha*

shops are also here. There is ample water power for a number of mills

or works to be added to those already in operation, seeing that for the

distance of half a mile on the course of the stream there is opportunity
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for forming a water privilege almoBt every twenty roda. The Until

around here and for several milea stretching north is as rich and ferti/^

AS any in Canada. The soil '" a rich sandy loam with streaks of olay>

and is well cultivated. "Wneat and barley are largely produced, and

the wheat, in quality, is on the avbi-age as good as any that is sent to

Toronto. Peas, potatoes and oats are also excellent. The trade in

produce and timber from this important section of country will swell

up to considerable dimensions the traffic of the railway from Shelbiume

Station, and aid materially in giving it the importance w'-eady indicated.

DuNDALK is the next station on the railway, which from Shelbume
to here passes through a densely wooded country that it will open up,

and by the development of its timber resources create a large canying

trade, as the timber is good, and chiefly hardwood. The village is

situated about twelve miles north of Shelbume, and ten miles south of

Flesherton, and from its position must command considerable business.

Since it became known that the road would be projected from Orange-

ville to Owen Sound, a steam saw mill with several other buildings

have been erected, and altogether, the place affords a good opening for

mechanics and other business men.

A short distance from Dundalk, the railway enters the township of

Proton. A large proportion of the land in this township—as well as

in Melancthon—belongs to the Government, and is still undisposed of,

and, it is understood, is open for sale at moderate prices to actual set-

tlers. The land here is generally well timbered. The line crosses the

northern comer of the township, and has a station located between

eight and nine miles from Dundalk.

Proton Station is close to the boundary line between Proton and

Artemesia townships. Besides the trade of Proton, the railway will,

at this station, command considerable traffic from portions both of

Osprey and Artemesia. One of the small streams which form the

south branch of the Saugeen, rises in this township, near the village

of Cedarville, where there is a flour and saw mill. The trtiffic from

this station, will rise with the development of the country to a consid-

erable amount.

The course of the railway is next through the valuable township of

Artemesia, and near the middle of which is the Flesherton and Price-

ville Station. This designation is given because it is designed to serve

as a station to the two villages bearing those names, which are over

four miles apart, and although the station is not equi-distant from

each, it is placed as near as engineering arrangements would possibly

admit of.

Flesherton ia favourably situated for a progressive village. The

Tdronto and Sydenham, or Owen Sound gravel road strikes through

the village, whilst the stage road to Durham branches off here, and



32

these direct connections with a large seotion of country cannot fail to

raise Flesherton to a position of importance in relation to trade when

the railway is completed. The landscape around the village has char-

acteristics of beauty. The land is rolling—^the uplands covered for

the most part with wood, and the foliage of the trees in the background

harmonize with the well tilled fields on the slopes and in the hollows,

whilst the winding course af a branch of the Beaver River gives

variety and imparts life to the scene. This, which is the main branch

of the Beaver, rises in a small lake, covering about 75 acres, two miles

southwest of the village, and in its course is enlarged by various small

streams—pursuing its way through strath, and wood, and glen—finding

its outlet at the lovely little village of Thombury, on the Georgian

Bay. Flesherton is a comparatively new village, having only been

started about twelve years, and is named after one of the leading busi-

ness men and earliest settlers, the present member for East Grey in

the Dominion House of Commons. It is rising rapidly, and has a popula-

tion over 300. By the railway, it is 86^ miles from Toronto, 34^ from

Owen Sound, and by the gravel road, over 13 miles from Durham ; but

the railway station from Durham is only 12 miles. There is a large

saw mill, with water power from the Beaver, and also a flour mill and

carding mill. Another flour mill is in operation on the Beaver, Ih

miles from the village, and about two miles down the river there is a

fall of forty feet. The course of this river for some miles gives scope

for many water privileges, and doubtless more mills will soon bo

erected in and around the place. There is here also a tannery, and

near the station an ashery, besides several waggon and carriage makers'*

carpenters', cooperage, and other estaViishments. The stores are pros-

perous, and their business of considerable amoiiut. There is consid-

erable hardwood scattered over the surrounding district, and also over

the township geierally. The pine grows to some extent, and for

export there is u large quantity of elm and birch. The timber is

plentiful along the watdr-courses, and on the lov lands good cedar and

tamarac aboimd. The value of the railway to the village and district

is manifest from the fact that village property has recently advanced

from 20 to 40 per cent. , and good, cleared farm land will now bring f35

to $40 per acre. Over the district there is a good average loam

soil, although some small sections partake of gravel, and the crops

are generally a fair average in wheat, barley, oats, peas, and root

products. ' he railway at the station, by way of Flesherton, will com-

mand tw. irds of the traffic of Artemesia township, including tke

village of Eugenia Falls, about one-half or more of Osprey, and, the

south-east portion of Euphrasia. A rapidly prosperous career is thus

evidently in store for Flesherton village.

PRICBVILLE is west of Flesherton about four miles, net far from the

boxmdary of the township of Glenelg, also' in the county of Grey and

m*^
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fen miles from Durham. It has also a population about .qual to that of

Flesherton. Much of what has been here described of thj country

aroimd Flesherton applies to Priceville, a large proport. .n of . the land

contifpious to Priceville is very superior in quality, and hij'hly cultivated.

A branch of the Saugeen River runs near the village, aiul th ) Durham
road crosses the stream at this point. There is excellent w: ter power

for the saw mills and the flour mills that are hero erected . and the

rising prosperity of the village may soon lead to greater uti lization of

the water power and the establishment of more mills or factories.

Besides the mills there is a brickyard and beyeral tradesmen's establish*

ments of divers kinds, which with the stores give evidence of a thriving

condition. Priceville will benefit largely by the railway connection, for

•besides a portion of the trade of Artemesia, the greatin* part of Qleneig

township will send its produce here with a view to purchase, or railway

sliipment, and a portion of Bontinck produce will abo find its way
thither for the Toronto Markets.

Durham, by way of Priceville, will be only about 98 miles from

Toronto, and this is by far the shoi'test route which this town

can command for reaching the leading markets of Ontario. What-
ever arrangements may be entered into by the people of Durham for

railway travel, the Toronto, Grey and Bruce lino will drain the bulk of

the trade of the sunxmnding townships in cattle, timber and grain.

Eugenia, or, as it is more commonly called, Eugenia Falls, is one of

the most romantic villages in Upper Canada. It is five miles north of

Flesherton, and was originally a Government town jilot, 800 acies in

extent. It was first surveyed during the C'rimean war. A village was

cleared and the projected streets named after "Alma," '''Balaklava,''

"Raglan," " Codrington," &c. In 1868 two brothers named Purdy

commouced the clearing of the place near the Falls,—a saw mill
^

was erected in 1859, and a flour mill in 1865. There is now another

saw mill added, and a woollen factory. The water privileges

here are unusually good, and will, doubtless, attract capitalists.

The scenery is very grand in the neighborhood, and the

place is conaetjuently of great interest to toxirists. The town plot

is a mile and a quarter in longth by one mile in breadth. A
branch of the Beaver rising in Osprey nourses througii the

village in rapid stream and prmrs over a precipice, giving a

fall of 70 feet perpendicular. Arcund the village thtne are dense

woods, and in the background there are heights covered with trees

from the bottom to the summit. Beginning at the Falls a loi\g, deep,

wild glen stretches away from the village in tlie direction of Ern>htasia,

down which the stream rushes in a course of rapids till in the distance

of a mile from the village it reaches a depth of fall of over 350 fcot.

The glen is narrow, and its lofty sides, from the rugged channel to their

greatest altitude, are lined with tree, and »hrub, and brushwood ; and
3
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the wooded heights stretch straight onwards for some distance, then

broaden out and bend to the right ranging onwards as far as the eye

can reach—the whole scene being one of singular grandeur and roman-

tic beauty, reminding one forcibly of the rocky and wooded dells that

constitute to such a large extent the romantic scenery of Scotland.

This lovely spot hitherto has been little known, but with railway

travel through the district it will soon be brought into fame, as it well

merits the attention of all lovers of tho beautiful.

The abundance of water power on this branch of tVj Beaver has

been referred to, and it may further be remarked that the stream is

steady and durable throughout the year and is almost entirely free

from freshets. Along the banks of the river there is good building

limestone. The timber ranges around are extensive and exceedingly

valuable, there being here superior black cherry, butternut, elm and

rock elm, birch, basswood, maple, spruce, hemlock, and some pine.

With the resources of all these important villages and places of in-

terest brought to bear on railway traffic and travel, the Flesherton and

Priceville Station will become a busy place, and will materially affect the

Company's statements of passenger and freight traffic.

Mabkdale is the next station on the line, which runs right along

the south end of the village. The distance from Toronto is 92^ miles.

The village is known better in the county of Grey by its former name
of Comibus, it being now designated Markdale in honour of its founder-

It is favourably situated for commanding a large country trade, being

near the corner of the four townships of Artemesia, Glenelg, Euphrasia

and Holland. It has made a progress gratifying and encourag-

ing to its early settlers, and with special rapidity since the pro-

jection of the railway. The population numbers 260, and the pros-

pect of it becoming an important centre for the buying and selling of

produce, and the export of timber, will ere long add lai^ely tothe num-
ber of inhabitants. A tributary of the Rocky Saugeen flows along the

outskirts of the village a few paces from the railway lino, on the margin

of which a woollen mill is in course of erection, and on the same stream

about a mile distant a saw mill is in operation, and also a flour mill.

Another saw mill with steam power has been erected in the village, and

there are privileges on the water course yet to be taken advantage of for

the establishment of several new mills and factories. An excellent open-

ing here exists for c- tannery, a foundry, a cooperage, chiefly for making

butter tubb; which are largely in dem^rd, and the timber is plentiful

for their manufacture. There are good clay fields for the establishment

of a brick yard, and th( re is scope for additional tradesmen, such as

tailors, carpenters, &o. There are several waggon makers already here,

but a proficient carriage m^ker could establish a profitable business.

Sundry other smaller placns are doing a thriving business in their
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various branches of trade. The railway, as in othor places, has here
enl^inced the value of property and land. In the village building lots

have nearly doubled in value, and the farming land around has increased
in price from one-fourth to one-third, according to position. Good
cleared land, according to distance from railway station, ranges from
$18 to $30 per acre, and bush land from $12 to $16. The farms vary
from 50 to 200 acres, but the majority range from 100 to 200 acres. The
land, especially back a few miles to the north and north-west, is most
excellent soil, Euphrasia township being exceedingly fertile, and its

t mber yaluRble. Besides good grain, there is a large quantity of fine

b tter pt duced, and also good wool, the cattle and sheep raising being
cxtensii a. One mercliant in Markdale bought last season 30,000 lbs.

of choice butter, and 5,000 lbs. of wool, the produce of the district,

and others bought in varying quantities. This cattle raising, dairy and
sheep farming, may have mo- j prominence and large increase as the

railway gives proper outI"t lor the trade arisiiig therefrom, and provides

ready access to the best market. Besides, the country is well watered

with good springs, and favourable for development in this direction.

There is some splendid timber spread over the contiguous township,

available for various purposes. For cordwood supply there is an abun-

dance of the best qualitj'. An old settler here could undertake on his

own account, with railway facilities, to lay do'wn 5,000 cords yearly of

good dry wood, rz-id maintain the supply for several years. The timber

is varied with (;liu, beech, maple, birch, basswood, hemlock, some pine,

Kome good ori.k. sprui'e, tamarac and superior cedar. According to the

calculations ot ih.u l»ost informed parties in the district, Markdale

Station traffic will i ui >r«.voi the produce and mercantile trade of one

fourth of Artemes'a, about one half of Euphrasia, a part of Glenelg,

and a large portir n of Holland. Markdale is destined for rapid pro-

gress, and the r iilway v'm Markdale for an extensive and profitable

carrying trade.

Coursing through the woodlands that lie between the uplands that

stretch av^ay from Markdale to the north-west, the railway, at a distance

of five mil reaches its next station,

Berki^tv, t'ijoimng which there is a small village of that name in

Holland ioi^: » !ap. Tlie population is about 150. There are several

large wood ranges leading back from the village on the south-west and

north, and not far distant are two saw mills. Like the majority of the

villages connected with the railway stations through Grey, it is on

the Toronto and Owen Sound road.

From this point on to Chatsworth the railway runs throuph a fine

timber country, in which, besides a considerable amount ol "ried

liardwood, there is a large quantity of pine. Five miles from Chats-

worth there is a station projected to suit, as conveniently as the route

/
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would admit of, the traffic of the village of Williamsford, situated

between two and three miles west cif the station on the Guelph and

Owen Sound road.

WilViamsfoed has its boundaries partly in the townships of Holland

and Sullivan, and numbers its inhabitants by 170. A branch of the

Saugeen Piiver rises near the north-east border of Holland, crosses the

township in a woaterlj^direction, and flow through Sullivan by the

village of Williamsford. On this stream : i around the place

there is ample water power for quite a num. i ^-l mills. Already

there are two prav mills, a flour mill and woollen facto:.'y. There is also

a shingle mill, an agricultural impleiiient establishment, and several

minor workshops. Besides the village trade a portion of that of Sul-

livan and Holland will form the traffic of Williamsford Station.

Around the village and towards the station there is an abundance of

timber.

Ohatsworth is the last village "of any consequence on the route to

Owen Sound. On both sides of the line, for some distance from Chats-

worth, there is a considerable extent of forest, whose resources supply

the saw mill that is erected on a branch of the Sydenham River that

runs near the village. By the railway course Ohatsworth is 109 miles

from Toronto and ]2 miles from Owen Sound. There are about 450 in-

habitants in Ohatsworth, and its position for gathering a large railway

traffic is most favourable, us the two leading gravel roads in the county

intersect here, and there is a monthly Cattle Fair that is fast rising in

importance. The works of the village embrace, besides the saw mill, an

iron foundry, a flour mill, a waggon and agricultural implement es-

tablishment, a cooperage, several blacksmiths', saddlers' and harness

makers', and various tradesmen's shops ; the general store business is

also well represented. Ohatsworth, being partly in each of the town-

ships of Holland and Sullivan, will draw traffic from both, but chiefly

from Sullivan, where there are excellent farms, not only for cereals, but

for the raising of co*tle. The south end of Sydenham t ^^uship will

also add to the railway traffic from Ohatsworth, which will consist of

grain, dairy produce, cattle and timber.

Passing Ohatsworth, the course of the railway to Owen Sound is

through the township of Sydenham, and the only station intervening is

at RocKFORD, five miles from the former place. Here there is an hotel,

the "Bockford Castle," a superior establishment, externally and other-

wise. There is a considerable rural population in the surrpunding

district, and the railway will speedily create a large traffic from this

point.

OwaN Sound is the terminals of this railway in the county of Grey,

and leaving Toronto out of view, is the most important place along the

whole line, whether for population, present trade, ^or future prospects.
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It is pleasantly situated on the southern shore of the Georgian Bay, being
built on a small plain, surrounded on three aides with wood-crowned
heights ranging in elevation from fifty to one hundred and fifty feet.

The Sydenham River, rising in a small lake in the township of Holland,

winds its course from the high lands around a lovely spot known by the

name of Inglis' Falls, down through a picturesque valley to the plain on

which the town is built, pursues itsway past the dwellings and mills clus-

tered here and there on its banks, and pours its waters into the Sountl

that opens northwards on the Bay. The Sound forms the best natural

harbour on Lake Huron. It is twelve miles long from the town to its

mouth, where it has about five miles width, and throughout its entire

length it is completely sheltered on both sides. It has good anchorage

ground and considerable depth of water, so that vessels of any capacity

on the lakes can sail up to near the mouth of tlie Sydenham with perfect

safety. With the width at its opening, vessels tempest tossed by the

storms that often prevail on the Georgian Bay can without diflaculty

or danger run in here and find a secure haven. With these superior

advantages combined, Owen Soimd should, and, with the enterprise that

will spring up with direct railway ccmnection with the Capital City of

Ontario, yet will command an extensive shipping trade. It will draw
to it also the largt st p<}rtion of the commerce of Lake Superior, and

will become the leading channel for the exports and imports to and

from Manitoba and the North-AVest Territories; as well as for

the ores from the rich mining lands, now being extensively

opened up on the waters of the northern lakes. Thus a considerable

amount of through traffic will bo secured for the railway. Already a

lai^ge number of vessels are engaged in the grain and lumber trade. A
considerable quantity of lumber is imported from Spanish River, Pany
Sound, Algoma Mills and other places. The grain business is exten-

sive. There are five grain warehouses with elevators to each, repre-

senting a capacity for storing 250,000 bushels. This trade must largely

extend, for there is a wide range of country north-east and west of the

town admirably adapted and always improving for gi-ain pi-oduction,

whilst the farm lands in its vicinity are eminently fertile. Besides

grain there is f large q\iantity of live stock raised in the sun'ounding

districts, and th-^re are considerable exports from hereof horses, sheep,

hogs and cattle. 'The Company are providing at this place grain eleva-

tors of the most approved stylo capable of holding 250,000 bushels.

They are also making extensive preparations to accommodate the vast

lumber and timber trade of the sluores of the Georgian Bay, and the

rafting capacities of their harbour will doubtless render it one of the

busiest places in the Province for this trade in a few years.

The town plot of Owen Sound was surveyed and mapped

out in 1842, and about sixteen years ago had reached the popu-

uM



38

lation and importance warranting its incorporation as a town. In

common with the county of Grey it has rapidly increased in population

during the last decade ; it noAv numbers about 3,900, and has attained

the position of being the largest town in the northern parts of the

Province. There are a number of mills of diverse kinds in and around

Ihe town, with ample scope through water power and other facilities

for the establishment, of a great many more. At one point on the river

there are three establishments adjoining each other driven by water

power, a flour mill with three run of stones, a woollen mill, and a

cabinet factory, doing a large business and supplying furniture over a

wide section of country. In the immediate neighbourhood of these is a

large foundry for the manufacture of ik^Jl i ^chinery of all kinds,

turbine water wheels, &c. , in connection with which there is a sash and

door factory. In another part of the town there is another large

foundry of a similar character. There are several other iron foundries,

some of whom manufacture agricultural implements and engines.

Various other public works may be enumerated, such as a large Bteam

saw mill, attached to which is a lath and shingle mill, four carriage and

waggon builders' establishments, three tanneries, another sash and door

factory, two breweries, two brickyards, a large number of blacksmiths'

sho ,, . sewing maehine factory in course of beginning operations, a

marble cutting establishment, several lime-kilns, for supply of which

there is abundance of stone in the district. There is a considerable

export of lime northwards from Owen Sound. The lime-stone is of

two kinds, white and blue, and much of it is well adapted for building

purposes. About a mile from town there is another saw mill on 4ho

Potawatomie River, and between two and three miles u;. the Syden-

ham River there is a flour mill and a woollen mill doing a good trade

in Canadian tweeds and other woollen cloths. These are at Inglis'

Falls, where there is a splendid water power with a perpendicular fall of

forty feet. From this point down to Owen Sound the Sydenham has a

gradual fall of two hundred and eighty feet, giving facilities for the easy

formation of water privileges fofanumber of millsandother public works.

Owen Sound being the coimty town of Grey, has in consequence a Court

iloitse, Gaol and Registry Office substantially built of stone. It is also

supplied with a commodious Town Hall, a tasteful brick structure.

The leading hotels are capacious buildings, built of brick, and many of

the stores are of a similar character and carry on an extensive business.

There are Bank Agencies of the Merchants' and Molson's Banks, and

three Weekly Newspapers, the "Advertiser," the "Times," and the

"Comet." There is ample school accommodation, and one fact in con-

nection Avith this may be worthy of note,—that there are more children

of school age in Owen Sound in proportion to population than in any

other town in Ontario. Thus Owen Sound stands unrivalled on the

./
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counties which arc now to realize in a direct form the benefits' of

railway communication. In this connection, it may further be observed

that the Government have yet, in various parts of the county of Grey,

extensive tracts of land, which can be obtained on favourable terms;

and now that there are railway facilities in existence, the inducements

are groat for intending settlers to arrange for the possession of those

lands.

The prospective traffic of this railway may, to some extent, be

judged from the extent of territory and amount of population that

will be tributary to it. The distance from Toronto to Owen Sound is

121 miles, and the breadth of country that will contribute to the rail-

way traffic maybe safely averaged at ten to fifteen miles on each side

of the track ; and in the same propoi-tion may be added the 71 miles

from Orangeville to Teeswater. The ^iroportion of population also

that will contribute to the traffic of the line, may fairly be estimated

at 200,000, which will be ever increasing.

In relation to the profits accruing to the Company from the work

they have undertaken, it was the original design to secure a supporting

railway business from the local traffic; and that this mere support of the

line will not only speedily be accomplished, but a handsome annual

surplus realized, imist be abundantly evident from the nature of the

line, and business resources of the country. But a lucrative through

traffic with the regions around and beyond the gi'eat Northern Lakes

will, ere long, bo created—Owen Sound being the most magnificent

natural harbour on the Georgian Bay, and being now brought into

direct railway communication with the capital city of the Province, her

trade will ever gather and increase—adding immensely to the business

(>})erations of the Company, and enhancing the value of their shares

by the natui-al result <»f an acoumulative ti'affic.

This railway is a great national woi'k, and its influence will

be felt on the cc '-hy's jirogress. Forests prepared for the plough-

share, extended settlement, multitudes of new homes, villages ris-

ing into towns, and towns passing beyond the mere embiyo of cities,

increased manufactures, enlargement of trade and commerce, with all

their attendant blessings—such will be the grand results, in a national

sense, of this and kindred enterprises, and their realization, in a special

sense, will yet rejoice the hearts of the promoters of the Toronto, Grey

and Bruce Railway Company.

N. B.—Since the above was written, tracklayiug has been actively

prosecuted on the section of the line from Orangeville to Owen Soxind,

tlirough the county of Grey—the iron having been laid simultaneously

from both the Owen Sound and Orangeville ends of the Line. The
city of Toronto and the towTi of Owen Sound will undoubtedly be

connected by rail in a njonth, or by Christmas, 1872.
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