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OCEAN ROUTE TO AUSTRALASIA THROUGH
ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC.

HATEVER view is held as to the

policy of holding the Mediterranean

ind Canal route m war with o great Naval Power, there can be no douht
whatever that the difficulty of protecting comnuerce between Port Said and

Gibraltar will be great, especially durimg the early period of hostilities

it seems probable, however, that thi period will, to a great extent,

intluence futnre action

I'rade diverted for a time will not quickly return to its originai course.
[nsurance rates once raised to « high fignre will not vapidly fall. Confidence
shuken at the outset by the evident menace of attack at short distances from

numerous Naval Ports, in narrow waters, will not be immediately restored unless

a great naval victory were obtained.  Such a victory at the outset of war is not
probabl In the present uncertainty, an enemy would be unlikeiy to risk a

battle, uuless in overpowering superiority

On all grounds, therefore, continnous maintenance of a trade re
through the Mediterranean at the outset of war cannot be counted upm It

follows, therefore, that the transport of Troops and Stores to the East will be

equally hazardous, at least for a time

Of all routes, those of the Atlantic o
Naval Powe

nd !'u!l.n will be saft

IFast ships on these rontes caunot well be captured, except by mere
milschance, on the Ocean

N nroba b . ) natiot nt tl | Stat kel |

NO probable enemy n ( except the Ul o State S 1Tkt 1t
minediate future to de velop any considerable aval strength mm the Pacitic

vhile the maintenance of

4y Y 1 1 1 .
if strong squadrons 1 the western v

will be difficult to any power not 1 alliance with the United States.

\ean, these Ocean routes pass near no uaval bases of iflw"u-;l- Powe
which, espectally at the outset of war, will confer on them practical mimunity

from rards.  On the Cape route there is the mwenace of Dakkar, of Reunion, and

possibly of Diego Suarez, which

cannot be ignored, and which would unguestion

ubly ranse insurance rates to o high figure







On all grounds, therefore, a secure route t 1e iLast at the ontset of war

would confer inestimable advantags

upon the Empn [t may be argued that

the route can alwavs be 7|’]()§r:v d 1f the need anses, and that no \lul‘l:-l prepari
tion in peace time is required.  This s only partially true Shipping can now
"l"l': itself to almost ALY Hew comnrse which crretmstances may require, but, for

the rapid tranusport of men and stores, special arrangements are entailed which

cannot be rapidly extenmporised.  An accustomed trade route. regularly nused m
peace tiue, will invariably offer inestimable advantaces as a communication it
i \long it troops and stores could at once be smoothly conveved without

delays or confusion

I therefore consider that. from the nrely military pomt of view, any
% | 4 ¥ p
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taken to develop the Ocean route would tly to the

potential

strength of the Empire in wa

This route once fully established would soon become self-supporting in

peace tiue, and would lead to the certan rowth ol large dhipping m the

Puacific, where 1t 1s now extremely linited

I'he enormous gam 1 the event of a great war is evident

] - ‘. i1
At such a tune the first necessity will be communic ttion

scattered members of the Empire.  Thus only can its vast resonrce

mito play I'hus only can 1ts existence be assared

I have preferred to dwell on the Military advantages of developing ti

PIL it

Western route, and thus providing an alternative line of conmunication, rather

thun on the political and economical advant 17es I'he tast, however, b
Inuportant id far-reaching

oliticall the effect will be to l»:v}:; the members of the fn mnto

closer union Feonomically, the penmg  up ol new avennes of tra will

1 ] P 1 { 1 + 1 Y
indubitably bring about a wider distribution of products and reduce the stagnation

now heavily felt by all classes

On all these grounds I strongly support the policy urged
it for the Tmperial Government, o primary duty to ad project by

which National advant







