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HISTORY 0F THE CENTRE 0F CANADIAN STUDIES

An interest in French-Canadian literature surfaced in the 1980s. In response, in 1985,
Pro fessor inna Badescu began teachîng an optional course in Quebec literature in the French
Department. Six years later, the Departments of Joumnalismn and Sociology of the University of
Bucharest established institutional cooperation with the Department of Communication at the
University of Quebec at Montreal (UQAM). Since 1995, a graduate-level course in English-
Canadian literature has been taught by Professor Monica Botez in the English Department. Both
Professor Badescu and Professor Botez helped enliven interest in Canadian cultural achievement
thanks to their numnerous translations from Canadian literature and radio presentations of various
Canadian writers. In the 1990s, a number of students in the Departmnents of French, English and
Joumalism chose to write their diploma papers on Canadian topics. There was also a joint
research project which resulted in the publication of several articles and a book at the Presses
Universitaires du Quebec, La transition en Roumaine (1995), authored by Romanian and
Canadian specialists.

In recognition of the demand for and the need to promulgate knowledge about Canada as
well as systematize the study of Canadian affairs in Romania thc Romanian Centre of Canadian
Studies (CREC - Centre Roumain d'Études Canadiennes) was set up at Uic University of
Bucharest in 1996. In October 1997, the Masters Program. in Canadian Studies was inaugurated
with the participation of four departments of the University of Bucharest: French, English,
Journalism and Mass Communication, and Sociology. The Canadian Studies Program is the only
,graduate-level, înterdisciplinary program in Canadian Studies in Romania.

THE FACULTY



Badescu, Frumusani, Coman, Dragan and Botez have participated in the Canadian Govemment-
sponsored Faculty Emichment Program. Professor Frumusani is the director of a cooperation
program initiated in 1991 between the University of Quebec at Montreal and the University of
Bucharest. Some of the faculty members have translated many Canadian works from English
into Romanian. Dr. Irina Badescu bas translated works by Anme Hebert, Kamnouraska (1 987),
and Antonine Maillet, Pelaghia-Canuta (1989). Dr. Monica Botez bas translated Margaret
Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale in 1995.

In addition, the Centre has benefited from the Canadian Govemment-sponsored lecture series
by visiting professors. Professor Donna Patrick from the University of Toronto, Canada, was the
visiting professor at the Centre of Canadian Studies, from February 19 tilt March 3, 2000.
Pro fessor Konrad Gross from the University of Kiel, Germnany, was the visiting professor, from
March 20 tili Ap'i 2, 2000. Both taught a course on Multicutturalism in Canada. The Canadian
Studies Centre also benefits from the contribution by Canadian graduate student intemrs thanks to
the support of the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development.

THE CURRICULUM (1999-2000»

The Masters Prograni ini Canadian Studies is one-year long (2 academic semesters) and
consists of 8 courses. Ail courses consist of one 2-hour lecture and one 1-hour seminar per week.
The only exception is a methodological course -- Interdisciplinary Research Techniques -- which
consists of one 1 -hour lecture and one 1 -hour seminar per week. Ail courses are one semester
long (14 weeks) and nornially require one term paper and one final exam. Graduation froni the
Masters Prograni is contingent on the completion of a Masters Thesis, written under the
supervision of one of the participating professors.

The 1999-2000 course schedule was structured in the followinz manner:

mester



THE GRADUATES

Entry into the Masters Program in Canadian Studies is on the basis of competitive
examination. The Program. graduated 10 students in its inaugural year (1997), and 13 iii its
second year. In 1999-2000, there were 8 students enrolled in the program (Mihaela Arion, Joana
Constantinescu, Elena-Aura Munteanu, Adina Georgeta Ruiu, Carmen Letitia Stanila,
Magdalena Talaban, Manuela Adriana, Aurelia Buzdrug).

RESOURCES

The students ini the Canadian Studies Masters Programn benefit from access to both the
libraries and computer facilities of each of the four participating departments. The Canadian
Studies Centre's own library holdings approach 650 tities, including novels, journals,
anthologies, and literary criticîsm. Most of these acquisitions have been made through the
International Council of Canadian Studies-sponsored Library Support Programn, and through the
support of the Canadian Embassy in Romania. Some of the professors allow students access to
their prnvate Canadiaina collections.

THE AIMS OF THE PROGRAMME

of Romanian society ini



Ottawa. It is affiliated with the Association de la Litterature Quebecoise and the Central
European Network for Canadian Studies. As mentioned, the Masters Program has a formai
relationship with the University of Quebec at Montreal.

The Canadian Embassy in Bucharest supports the endeavours of the Canadian Studies Centre.The Centre has benefited from a one-time grant by the Soros Foundation. An establishment ofcooperation with the Canadian Business Association in Romania is planned for the 2000-1
academic year.

In recent past, delegates of the Romanian Centre of Canadian Studies have participated in thelst International Conference of Central European Canadianists in Brno, Czech Republic, onNovember 13-15, 1998; and the 21st Annual Conférence of the Association for Canadian Studies
in the German-Speaking Countries, in Grainau, Gennany, on February 18-20, 2000.

Roniania will be hosting the next conference of European Canadianists. The Canadian
Studies Centre is involved in the organization of the conference. The Canadian Embassy is also
involved.

THE CONTRIBUTION BY RAFAL DOMISIEWICZ

Between April 24 and June 7, 2000, 1 worked at the Centre of Canadian Studies in Bucharest
as a Canadian teaching assistant-intern. The main areas of my activity were:

1. Conducting seminars



(human rights agenda in foreign policy, Canada's participation in UN and NATO, foreign aid and

development, CCFPD).

2. Building the Centre's website

Together with Mr. Dan Pop, University of Bucharest's Local Area Adniinistrator and
Webmaster, 1 buUlt the Centre of Caxiadian Studies' webpage. Lt includes information on the
backgrouind of the Centre, the faculty (including links to short biographical notes), curriculum,
graduates, resources, aims of the programime, international cooperation, links to additional
resources and ways to contact the Centre. It is expected to include pictures reflecting the

activities of the Centre. 1 was mainly responsible for the compilation of database and design of
the webpage, while Mr. Pop took overali responsibîlity for the tecimical aspects of the creation of
the webpage.

3. Lobyig thie Canadiaii Busin'ess Association i Rommania

I~~~ ~ ~ Çntae otc ihteCnda Business Asoiation in Rmna and k>bbicd the

group fo thcsalsmnt of coprton with the Centre of Canadian Studies. 1 established a
potentially fruitful relationship with the President of the Asocaton r. G3eorges Begrn

The promotional laet-- A pkoposalfor Cooperation witk uthe C4nadian Bsns
Assocation in Rma --wich I prdcdfrlbyn upssread:

" ... A development of cooperation between the Centre of Canadian Studies at the University
of8Bucharest and the Canadian Business Association holds great proinise for both parties. The

m uti-actedexmpls fpotentialjjqn prQjects and ben f fcooprto for the Canadian

rnadlan



>raising the companys profile in Romania thanks to a corparate patronage of a Jlomanian
academic venture... "

2. Cooperating wlth the Embassy of Canada

1 met HE Mr. David Collins, the Canadian Ambassador to Romania, and communcted to
him the purpose of my stay in Bucharest. As well, I established a worklng relationship with N
Michael Walma, Firat Sccretary at the Embassy, and Mr. Claude Chatland, Commercial
Counsellor, who advised me on Iobbying the business association. 1 commumecated on the da
basis with an Ebsystaffer, Mrs. Elena Filipoiu, in charge of Public Affairs, Cultural and
Academic Relations, which primarily involved looking afier the needs of the Canadian Studie,ý
Centre. 1 acted as a liaio bctween the Embasy and the Centre, enihing the lbayholding
with printed materials newly arrived at the Embassy and communicated the needs of the Centr,
and the venues for assistance that the Embassy offered.

One of the most useful cooperative endeavours was a roundalonCaa' reg
relations, whîch 1 organized at the University of Bucharest. Mr. Walma and Mrs. Filipoiu tool
up my invitation to ventthe DeSetvson Canada's intentoa involverent- t-%IW4inlii



EVALUATION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The Centre of Canadian Studies and the Canadian Studies Masters Program:

1 arn well aware that the main problem faced by the Canadian Studies Centre is the shortage

of funding. However, moving beyond this issue, 1 would like to offer the following advice:

j Lobbying the Canadian Business Association in Romania by representatives of the Centre

should continue until a mutually fruitfül cooperative programn is established.

j The Canadian Studies Masters Program should be better promoted in the academic and

student cornnunity in Romania. One simple method would be to keep in touch with the

graduates of the programn and use their "success stories" to attract new entrants.

u The curriculum of the Masters Prograni should be radically restructured in order to enlarge

the scope of Canadian Studies in order to bring in lecturers on Canadian economy, history

and polity. Thus, the Foreign Languages Department and the Sociology Department must

establish a cooperative relationship with other departments and incorporate Canadian

political and economic issues into the core curriculum. Thus, the profile of the graduate

students enrolled wilI change, and the Program will be better reflective of the issues faced by

modemn Canadian society. The possibility for linking with a privately-rLln Canadian Masters

in Business Administration Prograxn in Bucharest should be pursued. If the Program.

continues its almost exclusive focus on literature and sociological issues it risks losing

relevance to the demands of the modem economy.

Oj The Public Affairs, Cultural and Academic Relations of the Canadian Embassy in Canada

should be more active in supporting the Centre. This particularly pertains to the critical need

to enrich the library holdings of the Canadian Studies books, and research possibilities for

scholarship progranis in Canada for Romanian students. Romanian students wishing to

continue their studies in Canada should be assisted. A scholarship programn or an opportunity

for a study vîsit to Canada would be a perfect incentive for entrants into the Masters
~~~~~~lq Fi ,,v~ni1 1nrcciurage cooDeration between the various Canadian
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institutions must be maintained at ail times.
ci The amount of financial. support should be raised.
" The intemrship should be longer-terni (about 3 months), so that the intemr cmi engage in

projects of lasting value to the university.
" A longer briefing period in Ottawa would be helpful before departing for Romania. This

would involve assessing the respective role of Canadian organizations involved in supporting
Canadian Studies programs abroad; and obtaining information from Romanian professors
regarding their needs, particularly regarding the need for more Canadiana materials;

ca A reciprocal internship exchange should be considered. For example, a Romanian student
might do a similar intemship in Canada and undertake a research project there or assist the
host organization.

J Before deployrnent, a young Canadian intemn should be thoroughly briefed about the cultural
specificities of Romania in order to enable him/her quickly adjust to the country and
overcome socio-cultural barriers (an East European background helps).
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Activities of the Canadian Studies Centre

The most visible activity.of the Canadian Studies Centre at Comenius University is the
course offering in Canadian literature. The course is run by Maria Huttova who also heads the
centre. In addition to this course, the centre promotes public lectures and seniinars relatîng to
Canada. An example during the Spring of 2000 was the visit by Llloyd Axworthy in late May.
The Canadian Studies Centre also has some library resources to assist students ini research.
However, there are also a few such resources outlmning the various possibilities in participating in
exchanges. To a certain extent, the centre is connected to other Canadian studies centres in the
region. In particular, it is in touch with the more established centre at Masaryk University ini
Brno, Czech Republic.

In the Spring of 2000, preparations were being made for a new course regarding
multiculturalism in Canada. A syllabus was drawn up in conrespondence with the available
resources. That is to say, the syllabus had to take mnto consideration the research materials
avaîlable at Comenius. Another limiting factor was the availability of lecturers or professors
with expertise on the various aspects of Canadian multiculturalism. Prof. Huttova, the
aforementioned head of the centre, is an expert in the field of literature. However, Canadian
mu1ticu1turaliý'm also involves history, sociology, political science amongst other disciplines. To
overcome this obstacle, it has been planned to invite guest lecturers on a weekly basîs. The
course is planned for the terni beginning in February of 2001.

Activities of the Intern



English with materials written by anglophones. Secondly, the materials are becoming somewhat
dated. With roughly 200 000 immigrants arriving annually, the make-up of Canadian society is
in constant change. Many of the books refer to Canadian society of the early 1980s or earlier. If
the library does flot acquire new materials, it will be very much out of date and fail to provide the
students with studies of contemporary Canada. Thirdly, the centre bas none of the rich literature
by Canadian authors from the 1990s (egs. Michael Ondaatje, Rohinton Mistry, Carol Shields,
etc.). However, it should also be remembered that Prof. Huttova is primarily interested in
literature and, as such, the centre bas heavy leanings in this direction, at the possible expense of
other fields.

If at ail possible, any intemrs who are sent to Comenius in the future should be sent during
the school year. This runs from late September to December and from February to late April.
During these times, the intemn is of much better use than during the suniner break, when the
university is virtualiy cIosed down. The presence of a Canadian intem <turing the school year
heips to raise the profile of the centre aniongst the student. It also helps make Canada a little
more tangible to students taking courses from the centre. During the sunimer, the intern is ail but
invisible.

In the future, further support for the intern (from both Ottawa and Comenius) would be
very heipful. Fortunately, 1 was already famuliar with Bratislava and had a few contacts.
However, had 1 flot had this advantage 1 would have been very much lost and confused. The
providing of contacts in Bratislava would have been ver>' helpfi.il. Furthermore, knowing where
other Canadian studies centres exist in Central EuroDe would undoubtedlv hein the inte-n

Overail Comments
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Political Backeround in Croatia

Croatia has undergone numerous political changes carlier this year. Ini January, two opposition
parties won more than 60 percent of the seats in Croatia's lower bouse of parliament. In addition
to this, the presidential elections beld closely thereafler brought Stipe Mesic, the Croatian
People's Party (fINS) candidate, victorious. This opposition triumph offers the country an
unprecedented opportunity to advance democratic reforms, which had been obstructed by the late
President Franjo Tudjman and his Croatian Democratic Party's (HDZ) defacto one party state.

NDl in Croatia

The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI) is a Washington-based
organization, which seeks to promote democratic practices around the globe. Since its arrivai in
Croatia in 1995, NDI has greatly contributed to facîlitating the transition process within this
country. Due to the efforts of Karen Gainer, a Canadian attorney and one of the two directors at
NDI Croatia, the branch in Zagreb bas taken on an increasingly Canadian siant. Througb its
Political Party and Parliamentary Development Programmes, NI bas continuously offered a
Canadian model for many groups that it works witb.

Intern's Work in Croatia

Throughout my two-month internship in Croatia, 1 worked very closely witb NI and its
numerous programmes and initiatives. In order to better familiarize myself witb tbe
organization, one of my first projects included the re-organization of its documents and
resources. NDI Croatia bas a wealth of information packages in order to better conduct its
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parliamentary process in Croatia. For this endeavour, my responsibilities included the creation
of a briefing package for ail of the delegates; attending a briefing meeting at thec Canadian
Ambassador's residence in order to talk with the delegates about Canada; scheduling various
activities/reservations for the tour; and assisting in the writing of the final report of the trip.

In addition to these projeets, my work at NI included vanious other activities. For instance, 1
travelled to Eastern Siavonia (speciflcally, Osijek, Vukovar, and Vinkovci) in order to participate
in NDI's political party training semipars. The prnnary fbciis of those seiaswas on building
and inanaging a successful local brandi office. 1 also participated in a training session for the
SDP (Social Democratic Party) Youth Forum in Ivanic Grad, which focussed on communication
and teambuilding.

Additionally, part of my responsibilities with NI included translating various materials for the
office (mainly, froni Croatian to English) as well as editing and pofedng reports and follow-
up mateials (in English) for the organization.

Finally, one of my last rsosibilities. which, unfortunately, came riglit at the end of the
intçrnship, was assisting one of Croatia's MPs with her correspondence in English. Sanja
Kapetanovic was one of the delegates on the trip to Canada. She is also one of the ongs MPs
iii the Croatian Sabor. During lier visit to Canada, she made many contacts witb Ion edr
in Canadian society; however, sic lias some difficulties comniunicating in Englisi. Titis, 1 was
asked to lielp lier in her correspondence witli the people she had met ini Ottawa.

mpt at a trai
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SELECTED CCFPD REPORTS FIROM 2000-2001

New Diplomacy
Report from the Conference on New Dîplomacy: The Development of International Law.
CCFPD. April 5-7, 2001.

The New Diplomacy: The Global Compact and United Nations Institutions. CCFPD. July 14-15,
2000.

Report from the Conference on 'New Diplomacy': The United Nations, Like-m-inded Countries
and Non-Govemmental Organizations. CCFPD. September 28, 1999.

Report from the Roundtable on Just War and Genocide. CCFPD. December 8-9, 2000.

Report from the Ottawa Roundtable for the International Commission on Intervention and State
Sovereignty (ICIS S). CCFPD. January 15, 2001.

Conftict Prevenfion and Peacebuilding
Nule Waters Management and Links to Conflict Management and Food Security in the Homn of
Africa. Tag El Khazin, Subsahara Center. JuIy 3, 2001.

Report from the Roundtable: Judges and Peace Operations. CCFPD. March 9, 2001.
Renewing Partnerships for the Prevention of Armed Conflict: Options to Enhance Rapid



Summnary of Key Points ftomn Presentations and Discussions: The Washington D.C. Roundtable
on Trends in U. S. Foreign Policy. CCFPD and the Woodrow Wilson Centre, Washington DC.
April 2, 200 1.

Sunimary of Key Points fromn Brief Presentations and Discussions: Foreign Policy Trends in the
U. S. Roundtable. CCFPD and University of Alberta, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. April 12,
2001.

Sunimary of Key Points from Presentations and Discussions: The Toronto Roundtable on the
Bush Administration's Foreign Policy - Challenges and Implications for Canada. CCFPD and the
Munk Centre, University oflToronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada. May 18, 2001.

Halifax Roundtable on US Foreign Pohicy. CCFPD and Saint Mary's University, Halifax, Nova
Scotia. June 15, 2001.

Nuclear Weapons and SmalL4rms
UN 2001 Conference on Illicit Trade of Small Arms in Ail its Aspects: Briefing and Discussion.
Wendy Cuier, Coalition for Gun Control. December 19, 2000.

The Ottawa (Jroup Report on Small Armis, Light Weapons (SALW) and Non-State Actors.
CCFPD and Centre for Defence Studies. November 7-8, 2000.

Ballistic Missiles Foreign Experts Roundtable Report. Ernie Regebr, Project Ploughshares and
CCFPD. March 30, 2000.

NATO-Nuclear Weapons Roundtable Report. CCFPD. August 24-25, 2000.

CCFPD.



Children 's Rights
Children and Violent Conflict: Meeting the Challenge of Diversity. Erin Baines, Dalhousie
University; Barry Burciul, University oflToronto. Summer 2000.

Business and Labour
Canadian Corporate Contributions to Democratic Development and Citizen Participation in
Developing Countries: Recommendations; on Identifying and Supporting Corporate Efforts
through Canadian Foreign Policy. Darin Rovere, Centre for Innovation in Corporate
Responsibility. September 26, 2000.

Canadian Firms, Canadian Values. Canadian Business for Social Responsibility. May 2000.

Law
Canadian Council on International Law 2 9 1 Annual Conference - Policy Options Paper. Kim
Carter et. al. December 2000.

Africa
Rebirth of the Somali State: Policy Options and Programme Opportunities for Canada.
Partnership Africa-Canada, Som-Can Institute for Research & Development. November 3-4,
2000.

Sudan Civil Society Symposium. Sudan Inter-Agency Reference Group. June 5-6, 2000

Report from the Ottawa Nigeria Roundtable. CCFPD. March 20, 2000.

Asia-Pac<fic
Report from the Roundtable: (iood Governance and the Philippines. CCFPD. March 16, 2001.

Decentralization and Challenges to Unity: Report on the Indonesia Roundtable 2001. Centre for
Dialogue, Simon Fraser University. April 19-21, 2001.

Democracy and Identity Confliots in Asia: Identifying the Issues for Canada and Multilateral
Institutions. University of Toronto-York University Joint Centre for Asia Pacific Studies. March
n-'.'



Americas
Workshop Report: Caniadian Media Coverage of the Americas. FOCAL. March 2, 2001

Canada, Indigenous Peoples and the Hemisphere Roundtable Report. CCFPD. March 23, 2000.

Canadian Voices: The Aniericas. CCFPD. Fail 2001.

Tbreats to Democracy in America. Max Cameron, FOCAL. March 3 4, 2000.

Report from the Roundtable on Governance, Civil Society and the Americas. CCFPD. January

28,2000.

Report from the Roundtable on Canada-Cuba Relations. CCFPD. January 18, 2000.

Look Ahead to Windsor Roundtable Report (OAS). CCFPD. April 26, 2000.

Culture
Commerce international et diversité culturelle: à la recherche d'un difficile équilibre. Ivan
Bernier, Université Laval and Dave Atkinson. 2000.

Circumpolar Issues
Roundtable on Northern Foreign Policy: Feedback and Look Ahead. CCFPD. February 5, 2001

Foreign Policy Research
(Jendered Discourses, Gendered Practices: Feminists (Re) Write Canadian Foreign Policy. Clair
Turenne Sjolander, University of Ottawa, Heather Smith, University of Northern British
Columbia, Deborah Stienstra, University of Winnipeg. May and July 2000.
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