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ECCLESIASTICISM IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOL.

ISTORY presents no other struggle so great as that be-
tween Church and State, none so bitter and interminable ;
it lives with the human race. From the first triumph of the
people over the theocratic prophet-ruler Samuel, to the latest
massacre of the Christian by the Turk, there have been centuries
of conflict between these two forces, and the end is not yet. In
every age, in every nation, has the conflict been waged. Some-
times the struggle has been for the supreme power in the State,
such as that between the popes and the sovereigns of Europe,
again each has occupied undisputed ground and has been en-
gaged in the attempt to force back the other from the inter-
mediate debatable ground, as in the case of the established Church
and the civil power in \Wales, or the Church and the State in
Canada in relation to public schools. In some form or other it
is ever present. In public estimation the day of clerical domin-
ation in civit matters has passed away, but this is true only to a
limited extent. The Church no longer attempts by physical force
to control government, but this is not owing to any change in
the Church or its policy, but because the day of physical force is
rapidly passing away and the Church recognizes that the struggle
is now intellectual not physical. It strives as determinedly as
ever on this new ground to harness the civil power to its own car;
witness the contentions even now over Church and State in
Great Britain, Russia, Germany, Italy, the United States and in
Canada.
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We are too apt to believe that ecclesiastical domination thrives
only under the shadow of the Roman Catholic Church, but that
Church has only avowed the doctrine more openly than any
other, and as its influence over governments has been greater,
it has been enabled to exercise such domination to a greater ex-
tent than any other. ‘But the Church of Rome has no monopoly

in this respect ; almost every church has at some time sought the

aid of the secular power for the propagation of its own tenets.

The Roman Catholic Church openly avows to-day that the power
of government should be exercised to propagate its own peculiar
doctrines ; the claims of other churches are more moderat(.: and
certainly not so successfully maintained, but the difference is one
of degree and not of kind. \Vhere‘vcr a church demands.that t'he
civil power be excrcised to further its ends or promote its opin-
ions, there is a claim of temporal power. The .Hebrew prophet
commanding the king under threats of the dire vengeance of
Heaven, the Brahmin invok‘ingr curses on the ﬁead of the o.bstmate
rajah, the pope excommunicating the rc?belhous sovereign, t;le
bishop making laws for the payment of'tlthes, the P.re.sbyter e|i
maunding that the State te:{ch the doct.rmc of the Trinity, arerat
alike exercising or attempting to exercise tem;?oral power.‘l .el
us, then, look at the gronnds. on W.thh the claim that the (,')lllC’l
and the State should be umt.cd, s b(‘ﬁscd, or :'z}tlxcr, to statc‘ 1.t
concretely, the grounds on which the (,'lmrch'c]‘mms that the (E{v:]
power should be excrcised in propagating religious truths,  The
ultimate proposition on which the claim is grounded
religious concerns are more important than secular affairs, or, as
it is stated in current phrase, that the spiritual life is of greater
consequence than the temporal life; and the Govern
the supreme power in the State
ing the higher or spiritual conce

, is that the

ment being
should be employed in advanc-

rns of the subject as well as the
lower or temporal. It must e confessed that the

attractive at first sight, especially as it has
sanctity ; but appearances are deceitful,
ou a fallacious conception of the fundan
ment.  That purpose is the protection o
of the subject. It may be th
be used in their widest sig

argument is
an appearance of
The reasoning is based
ental purpose of govern-
f the person and property
at the terms of this definition must
nification to inclyde gl the incidents
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of government, but by no stretch of language can they be made
to include the dissemination of religious doctrines. In order to
justify a union of Church and Stats it is necessary to revert to
another theory of government, for the fundamental thesis on which
such a union must rest is that one of the ends of government is
the propagation of religious truth,  That the thesis is vicious in
practice as well as in theory is amply borne out by the course of
events in those countries which have actively engaged in pro-
pagandism, where in the days of physical force it led to the stake
and the torture because men did not worship God according to
the dictates of other people’s consciences, and where to-day it
leads to political and social hate not less deep or rancorous than
in the martyr days though it does not tind expression in physical
torture. Men are yet placed socially and politically under the
ban; the rack and the wheel are not in vogue, but men are still
stretched on the political rack and broken on the commercial
wheel because they hold certain religious opinions and practise
them, or because they hold no such opinions and practise none.

The old-fashioned union of Church and State that still obtains
in England and Quebec has at least the virtue of being out-spok-
en; its supporters know just what they want and they have it.
There is no doubting the fact that in each case the State is a
large See, in which government exercises not only secular power
but ecclesiastical control.  But the more modern advocate of
temporal power for religious purposes lays his claims in a more
insidious way; he does not ask that the State unite with a partic-
ular church and through that church propagate religious dogmas,
indeed that would defeat the purpose of the latter-day propagan-
dist. His method is to influence or control government through
the electorate, and then to invoke the legislative power of the State
to enact laws favorable to his own religious tenets, and through
the operation of such laws to carry out his purpose without
appearing above the surface himself as an active agent in its
accomplishment.  The role he plays before the public is usually

that of an opponent of the temporal power of the church; he
affects to scorn the idea of his church or any other church be-

guiling government into a co-partnership for teaching religious
truth......... He points to the fact that his church has no con-
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inci agent in such

tion with the State as partner, prmCIpal. or ag B
e i union of Church a
teaching, and concludes that there is lx:o S leation ther tog
State. If the term Church had ncL Otoi:e fic))l;ce in the reason-
religious denomination the;re would be Sthe oonce of a anion of
ing, but it is clearly fallacxous,. because ment a5 govorament
Church and State is the relation of govern ¢ t0 » particular
to religious dogma, not the relation of govﬁrr:tnt’ﬁg exercise of the
denomination. Granting for the x.lo.nce tha b is fastifiable, it is
temporal power in propagating rel}glous trut ]‘ rJ ely dependent
evident that the mode of its exercise must be amiy e has
on the circumstances of the Statef; thajc poWeirndependently of a
been exercised either in connection w:thh(;rs e exercised to
religious denomination ; it may be and rticular denomination,
further or to controvert the tenets of a pa agate the religions
: d it may be and has been exercised to -tpr%l; the subjects in the
an : .
doctrines of either a majority or a minority
State. ith many phases of this vexed
rf tzle Federal politican, the skeleton

is branded on the face of our
. P board. It is brz very village. It is
In every l?rovmcla!tcu:rmeates the. po!ltlcs of EartZr and it fortl.
Constitution, and it p ance of finality in one ql ]’ " £ the
settled with an appeé‘si)ther But it is over t:g rez;}xo;)sho |

o an .
with reappears in a respectively, to the public school that the
Church and the State, been caused. The difficulty reaches back
greatest contentIO‘; :ngmation of the Dominion. After 5 severe
to a time beyond lt: Catholics had under the Separate School Act
struggle the RO;’;; Acts acquired the privilege of. establishing
of 1863 and Il)s in Upper Canada under the authority of goyery.
separate :ihcéoonfcderation this pri\./ilutge Was conserved by The
me‘n.t-l North America Act and a similar privile
Britis lt nts in Quebec, and it was declared iy, g
a ] .

I;rgti)sower of making laws in respect to .edu
—tssigned to Provincial legislatures was subject
:hat nothing in such laws should prejudicially a
privilege with respect to denominationa] schools
of persons had by law in the Province at the unj

In Canada we are familia:)
question. It is the nightmare

g€ was given to
eneral terms that
cation whicl, was
to the limitation
fect any right or
which any class
on.  There wag
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arate schools, if they existed at the time of the union or if they
should be subsequently established. These schools are establish-
ed and maintained under the legislative power of the State, their
chief distinguishing characteristic being the teaching of denomin-
ational tenets by teachers employed under the authority of the
State.  This* system of propagating religious truth under the
authority of the State and at its expense is alien to the demo-
cratic principles of the Canadian people. In no country in the
world are the social and political conceptions of the people
more clearly based on the equality of man and man. By grant-
ing special privileges to certain classes by the Act of Confeder-
ation we imported into our national life at its very inception an
element antagonistic to the fundamental principles on which our
social and political economy is founded. Equality before the
law is, in the thought of the people, axiomatic, but in regard to
public education the converse obtains; inequality before law is
the rule. This inequality is written in our Constitution, it is
carried out in practice, and it results in class privilege, which like
every other class privilege galls the neck of the people.

Without ecclesiastical influence it would never have found its
way into our Constitution, and it would now speedily disappear,
were it not that one class of ecclesiastics or another is constantly
fomenting contention. The cry is that the dogmas of their
church or of churches in the same interest are not receiving a
fair share of public recognition in the State schools, or that the
adverse interests are receiving too great a share. From the pul-
pit, the platform, the church courts, the conclaves, by pastorals
and charges, they are constantly contending against other relig-
lous interests or demanding the adoption by the State of their
own views. The result is perpetual strife and discord.

It is obvious that to dissever the Church and State in regard to
public education, it will be necessary to amend our Constitution
by abolishing from it all recognition of class privilege in this
respect. To do this at the present time is impracticable because
the British North America Act is yet regarded as a finality, while
in reality it is only one step in the formation of our Constitution.
It is still treated to some extent as an agreement between the
Provinces, as the Constitution of the United States was long re-
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garded ; but the original Provinces of the Dominion will event-
ually form but a small part of Canada, the centre of population
and influence will move westward, and an Act of Confederation
designed to meet the circumstances of the original Provinces
must in the very nature of the case be changed to conform to
the requirements of Greater Canada. The British North America
Act is not eternal, its provisions were made to meet the con-
ditions that then existed, it will eventually be changed, and when
once the process of evolution begins, it must be changed to ac-
cord with the spirit of the people of the Dominion at large rather
that to perpetuate the ecclesiastical feud of pre-Confederation
days. But before any change can be made in this respect it will
be necessary that there be an overwhelming sentiment in its fay-
or, and that the prevailing practice be in accord with such senti-
ment in so far as it can be under the present Constitution. Our
constant aim should then be to put the principle of separation of
Church and State into operation as far as practicable uunder the
existing limitations. The greatest difficulty in the way of estab.-
lishing schools in which no religious dogmas arc taught is sectar-
ian prejudice, but the tendency to separate Church and State has
been too strong for such prejudice in every struggle that has
taken place in Canada since Confederation. In New Brunswick,
Prince Edward Island and Manitoba there have been contests of
such moment that the Provincial elections have been fought out
on the question of the Church in the State school, and in cvery
one of these contests the result has been to wrest from the
Church some degree of temporal power that had been
dirccted towards the dissemination of religious doctrines.  But
in these Provinces as well as in others the work of separating the
Church and the State in education has not proceeded upon any
well-defined principle; the results have been such as to show
unquestionably the trend of public opinion, but there has not been
any common definite aim in view. The aim should be the en-
tire abgli_tion of the exercise of the power of government in teach.
ing religious truth as such. It is not less objectionable that
government should teach a religious truth accepted by t
ity of the citizens than when it is accepted by a mino
indeed it appears rather to suggest a spirit of coerci

previously

he major-
rity only,
on on the
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part of the majority when they decree that their religious beliefs
shall be taught under authority of government.

It seems so clear as to be beyond dispute that if we admit
that the Church and the State should be separated, this would
include separation in respect to cducation; but many who give
adherence to the general principle deny its application to the
domain of education. This limitation of the principle is defend-
ed by some on the ground that the teaching of religious truth
under State authority does not counstitute a union of Church and
State unless the religious truth so taught is peculiar to some
church, meaning thereby a religious denomination. It is claim-
ed by such, that if a religious truth is accepted by a number of
denominations it is not objectionable that the authority of
government should be exercised to promote the teaching of it.
This claim is based on the fallacy already pointed out, that the
union of Church and State is essentially a union of a religious
denomination with the State. The absurdity to which this position
leads is sufficient of itself to condemn it: given a religious truth
which is accepted by one denomination, it should not be taught
by government, if two denominations accept it the matter be-
comes doubtful; if three accept it the doubt begins to disappear,
if ten accept it there is no doubt that the State may propagate
it as a religions truth.  But the question to be asked by govern-
ment is not, how many depominations or how many individuals
accept this as a religious truth ; but it is, does this constitute a
religious dogma ? if the answer to this question is in the affirm-
ative then government should not propagate it.

But it is answered by the anti-separatists that, cven granting
that religious truth should not be taught by the State, there are
so many religious truths intimately bound up in our history, our
mode of thought, and our customary morality, that it is imposs-
ible to avoid teaching religious truth in the school. This view
arises from ignoring the difference between religious tenets as
existent beliefs and as dogmatic truths. Let us exemplify this;
our literature, our history, our social and political life are per-
meated with the belief in the existence of God. It is clearly im-
possible to educate a child in the lowest acceptation of that term
without bringing him face to face with the fact that such a belief
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is postulated by the majority of men. A person could not be
said to be educated who did not know that belief in the existence
of God is a moving cause in the moral, the social and the politi-
cal world as well as in the religious life of men. The fact that
there is such an existent belief must form a part of every educa-
tion, but notwithstanding this it is manifestly unjust that the
State should undertake to teach as a dogmatic religious truth
that God does exist. Even this, the broadest and most catholic
of our religious dogmas, does not receive the assent of all. The
resurrection of Christ may be regarded as a religious dogma, as
a historical fact, as a social problem, as a divine revelation. The
fact of the belief in His resurrection is current in our books, in
the newspapers, in our schools, the air is filled with it, and the
existence of such a belief as a fact may be taught by the State
in the same way that it teaches the existence of a belief in tran-
substantiation as a factor in making English history, but it is as
unjust that the resurrection should be taught to the pupil by the
State as a religious doctrine requiring his assent, as that transub-
stantiation should be taught in the same way. The existence of
God as a religious belief is accepted by the most of our people,
the resurrection of Christ is believed by a less number, transub-
stantiation receives the assent of a still less number; none of
these religious doctrines can be taught under authority of govern-
ment to the children of those who do not accept such without -
infringing on the liberty of conscience of the individual. But we
all agree in recognizing the existence of this belief, and govern-
ment may avow and teach this, not simply because we all agree
upon it, but because the teaching of it does not in any event
trench on the domain of conscience. Difficulties might arise as
to the demarcation of the limit between religious and profane
truth in the same way as they might arise in regard to history
fmd _literature in our schools. But no one has yet been found so
illogical as to declare that history should be taught in the school
becaus? l.xterature was being taught, and there was difficulty in
determining whether certain facts were literary or historical facts.

Yet it is solemnly declared that the State should teach religious
truth be'cause there might be some difficulty in determining wheth-
er certain facts are religious or literary truths. Even if there was
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great difficulty in determining where profane truth ended and
religious truth began, that would not constitute a good ground
on which to base the right of government to teach religious truth,
it would rather be a reason for government being more guarded in
abstaining from doing that which it should not do. But as a
matter of fact no such difficulty does arise in practice; there is
no doubt whatever that history, literature, mathematics, morals,
manners and the other elements which go to make up school
programmes may all be taught without trenching upon the
domain of religious truth. The best proof that this can be suc-
cessfully done is, that it has been done and is now being done.
In the schools of British Columbia for years there has been no
teaching of religious truth and no difficulty whatever has arisen
over it. In Manitoba, where there is no religious teaching what-
ever authorized by government and where even religious exercises
are at the option of the trustees of each school district, a large
part of the schools are entirely secular, and in them literary sub-
jects and morality are quite as efficiently taught as in those that
use religious exercises, and much more efficiently than the same
subjects that were taught in the separate schools which existed in
the Province until a few years ago. Indeed, the operation of the
schools of British Columbia, and the schools of Manitoba using
no religious exercises, is so manifestly just that there has been no
objection whatever raised to them on this ground, except of course
on the part of those who favor an overt union of Church and
State.

A cant objection known as the conscience plea is frequently
urged against the public school. The plea is rather an appeal to
feeling than to logical objection to public schools, hence itis very
difficult to state it in definite terms. It may be pat in the follow-
ing form: Government should not establish schools which are not
in accord with the conscience of those who under the laws are
required to aid in maintaining them. This objection is equally
effective or rather ineftective against all classes of public schools.
Those who oppose all religious establishment in the school, ad-
vance the plea against all State schools in which religious truth
is taught ; the ecclesiastic urges it against all public schools in
which government does not teach religious truth, or which it
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does teach religious truth not accepted by himself. But an argu-
ment - that may be and is used with equal force against every kind
of public schools must be either invalid in itself or destructive of
all public schools. In this case it is invalid because government
does not require the individual to send his child to the public
school to be educated. If government by force of law compels
the parent to send his child to a State school in order to be taught
religious truth that does violence to the conscience of the parent,
then there is good ground for a conscience plea, otherwise there
is not. If government maintains schools but does not compel
the attendance of children at such schools, there can be nothing
contrary to the conscience of the individual in such a state of
things. If the individual is required by law to aid in maintain-
ing such schools it may seriously affect his purse, but the seat of
conscience is not in the pocket. The objection to the public
school based on the alleged violation of conscience receives what-
ever force it has in popular estimation from a misconception of
the logical basis on which the public school has been established
by the State. It is assumed that it is the duty of government to
educate the young, and that State schools were established and
are now carried on, in order that the young may grow up to be in-
telligent citizens. But it is the duty of the parent as a parent, not
as a citizen, to cducate the child, not that he may become a good
_citizen but that he may become a good man, in short, that all his
powers physical, mental and moral may be developed.
good citizen is only one phase of good manhood, Parents per-
forined this duty for c.enturies before ever a State school was es-
tablished, they are doing it to-day and they will doubtless con-
tinue to perform that duty until government presumes to ‘‘ take
away the child from the mother, select the nurse, regulate the
SChOtOiI(;novfll'l(:(O:l:l](:vli:lat)/{gxi(l)l‘;]d’hﬁx the hours of labor and re.
reation, prescribe what bs

;layed, wllmt books shall be‘reaeidS Swl?'llltbisupg’lw}llat tunes shall be
Government always recognizes’it t‘o geytsllc shall be swallowed.”
to educate his chiid, and public schoolg 1o duty of the parent
P ) were not first established

nor are they now carried on in order that the Stat
erform its duty of educati : ate may thereby
pe Y ucating the children of Citizens, but in
order that the parent may be enableq to fulfil his duty. Our

Being a
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school laws invariably recognize the right of the parent to with-
draw his child from the public school and to educate him wher-
ever he wishes to do so. Government does not declare that
children must go to the public school for their education or in
default that they are liable to punishment; but it does say in un-
mistakable terms to the parent ““ educate your child, educate him
where you will, but educate him;” if government stopped short
at this mandate many parents would be unable to comply with
the law, through poverty or other uncontrollable cause, but
government recognizing this goes further and declares * you must
educate your child—if you do not do so in any other way, then
you must educate him in the public school.” It is no more a
duty of the State to educate a child than it is to nurse him.
True, the State does provide many children with foster-mothers
by means of orphanages and State homes, not because it is the
duty of government to rear children, but because the parent is
unable to fulfil that duty. The law requires the parent to rear
his child, but it would be manifestly inefficacious to require the
parent to do what he cannot do, therefore the State provides
the_means for him to do it.  So in regard to the education of the
child, government declares this to be the duty of the parent, and
as a consequence it provides the means for the parent to per-
form this dutv and prescribes a penalty if he does not do it.
There is no connection between the State and the child in res-
pect to education except through the parent. Where then is
the ground for the alleged conscience plea? No one is com-
pelled to educate his child in the State school, be it either secular
or ecclesiastical. There are some who will not use the public
school because the religious frame of it does not suit them,
there are others who believe that their children will be better
educated in some other way, and there are still others who can.
not well use the public school because they have no children to
educate. All these classes may feel that it is unjust to be re-
quired to aid in maintaining these schools, but this is a matter
of taxation, not of conscience.

The State school in which no religious truth as such is taught

is then a practical school, it is in successful operation, it does no
violence to the conscience of any; it is the only school which



92 - QUEEN’S QUARTERLY.

may be consistently maintained under authority of a government
which disclaims a union with the Church.

The inevitable conclusion is that t%)e 'St‘ate §hould free ltselg
absolutely from the trammels of ecclesiasticism in the ma:)ter.or
public education.  This in itself w'01'11d remove one great arrltla
to peace and harmony in the Dominion and would tend grelzla.t y
to hasten the complete separation of Churc.h aud State. Not m}i
short of such a separation will allay t'he dlS(.:O.I‘d that at. presen
exists as a concomitant of our subsistlng' religious estabhsl.lmen]t.
Our government is based on tf}e equality (?f man, an.d it only
brings it into disdain to have it engag.ed' In promoting clas;
privilege ; our religion is based on t‘he prmcu?1e of peace on ea‘Lrt
and good-will toward all men, and it only brings the Church into

contempt to have it engaged in maintaining an unholy alliance
that breeds strife and ill-will.

A. McLEkop.

ANGUAGE is called the Garment of Thought : however, it
should rather be, Language is the Flesh-Garment, the body, of
Thought. I said that Imagination wove this Flesh-Garment ; and
does not she ? Metaphors are her stuff: cxamine Language ; wl'laF,
if you except some few primitive elements (of natural sound),' what 1s'1t
all but metaphors, recognized as such, or no longer recognized ; still
fluid and florid, or now solid-grown or colorless ?
primitive elements are the osseous fixtures in the‘F
Language,—then are Metaphors its muscles and tiss
integuments.  An unmetaphorical style you shall gee
is not your very Attention a Stretching-to?
some styles are lean, adust, wiry,
some are even quite pallid, hunge
others again glow in the flush of hea
times (as in my own case)
Carlyle.

If those same
lesh-Garment,
ues and living
k in vain for:
The difference lies here :
the muscle itself seems osseous ;
r-bitten and dead-looking ; while
1th and vigorous self—growth, some-
not without an apoplectic tendency.—



BALFOUR’S “FOUNDATIONS OF BELILF.”

IV.—AUTHORITY vcrsus REASON.

] IT is from Authority that Reason draws its most important

premises . . . . And even in those cases when we may
most truly say that our beliefs are the rational product of strict-
ly intellectual processes, we have, in all probability, only got to
trace back the thread of our inferences to its beginnings in order
to peyceive that it finally loses itself in some general principle
which, describe it as we may, is in fact due to no more defensible
origin than the influence of Authority.” . . . “It is Authority
rather than Reason to which, in the main, we owe, not religion
only, but ethics and politics; it is Authority which supplies us
with essential elements in the premises of science ; it is Authority
rather than Reason which lays deep the foundatinns of social life ;
it is Authority rather than Reason which cements its super-
structure. And though it may seem to savour of paradox, it is
yet no exaggeration to say, that if we would find the quality in
which we most notably excel the brute creation, we should look
for it, not so much in our faculty of convincing and being con-
vinced by the exercise of reasoning, as in our capacity for in-
fluencing and being influenced through the action of Authority.”

Thus eloquently does Mr. Balfour reason against Reason.
Are his conclusions as valid as they are plausible ?

The “gauses” of our beliefs, we are told, must be sought in
the environment, and the environment ‘‘contains one group of
causes of great importance, which may perhaps be best described
by the term Authority” (202). The ordinary view is that
Authority, though admittedly a cause, is not a *“ legitimate ”’ cause
of belief, the only ‘‘legitimate”’ cause being Reason. But no
society could ever come into existence, or continue to exist, if
all convictions were rejected which were not ‘““the products of
free speculative investigation” (208). In truth, Reason makes
but a ‘““slender contribution” to our beliefs. We live in a
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‘ psychological atmosphere,” which determines for us the great-
. er number of our beliefs.  “ The only results which Reason can
claim as hers . . are of the nature of logical conclusions ” (220).
Reason is largely exercised in finding reasons for what we already
believe independently of Reason. Loyalty, ¢. g., is ““essentially
unreasoning ; ' it is only when its supremacy is challenged that.
men begin to cast about for reasons why it should be obeyed
(225).

In separating the ‘‘causes” of belief from the *reasons
which justify belief, Mr. Balfour has already committed himself
to an untenable dualism. He sets on the one side the environ-
ment,” and on the other side the individual subject, and he asks
how the former acts upon the latter. But what is the ““environ-
ment?” So far as Mr. Balfour takes it into account it is ‘ that
group of non-rational causes, moral, social and educationai,
which produces its results by psychic processes other than reason-
ing.” The “environment,” as so defined, is the whole spirit of
an age, as embodied in its customs, institutions and accepted
ideas. What is the individual, when separated from these ?
The answer must be, that he is nothing at all. What the in-
dividual is, he is in and through his participation in the spiritual
~ life of his nation and age, and if an attempt is made to separate
him from that life, a fiction is created which corresponds to no
individual as we know him. It is thus obvious that Authority
cannot act upon the individual so as to “cause” beliefs in him,
for the simple reason that Authority cannot act upon that which
has no existence. We must therefore deny in limine Mr. Bal-
four’s account of the production of belief by the * non-rational ”
cause of Authority. That is the first objection to Mg Balfour’s
account. “ Authority ” is ot a “cause” of belief,

But, secondly, Authority, is not  non-rational.” This becomes
at once ev'ldent if we consider what it includes. By the use of
such physical metaphors as * environment and  psychological
atmosphere,” Mr. Balfour hides from himself the spiritual char-
acter of w‘l‘mt he calls Authority, What, . g., are we to under-
?:;aer:l?i EK ‘Psy.c‘l‘l()]ogical atmosphere ?”” It is of course our old
of reaso: \ spirit of the age,” which Perhaps was too suggestive

0 serve Mr. Balfour's purpose. Now, the spirit of
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the age is not a product of ‘“‘non-rational” causes. The
“ psychological climate”” in which you and I live, is not deter-
mined by the terrestrial zone in which we happen to live, for
obviously our Indian brethren, living in the same terrestrial zone,
have a very different ‘“ psychological climate.” Nor is it deter-
mined simply by the point of time at which we live, for our In-
dian brethren, again, live at the same point of time. Nor, again,
is the “ psychological climate ™ of any of us quite the same; it is
in fact determined by all the experiences through which each of
us has passed. But these experiencs have been made possible
for us by the labours and experiences of countless souls who have
preceded us and passed away into the silence of the past. Nay,
they have not passed away; for in the thoughts and feelings of
each of us they live anew, changed, but in essence the same.
\Why is that possible? It is possible, because of the universal-
ising activity of intelligence or reason.  \What is attained by the
laborious efforts of one generation, including the highest efforts
of ratiocination, becomes the immediate possession of the next.
And of all the products of intelligence none are so precious as
those forms of society through which man has secured for him-
self a fixed order of existence, the family, the civic community,
the church, the state. We can trace with tolerable accuracy
the process through which these forms have been attained. That
they were attained by the expenditure of immense reasoning
cnergy is manifest enough, and even from that point of viecw Mr.
Balfour’s characterisation of them as “ non-rational ” is palpably
falsc. But that is not the important point ; the important point
is that man, as by his reason he has learned to understand the
world and himself better, has gradually learned to invent more
and more perfect forms of association. If these are not the pro-
duct of reason, of what are they the product? Mr. Balfour
would hardly say that they have been revealed to man independ-
ently of his reason. ‘‘ No,” he may say, “ not independently of
his reason, but by ‘‘ psychic processes other than reasoning.” |
will not question this, though obviously * reasoning ™ was largely
employed ; but let me ask: are these ‘“ psychic processes’ pos-
sible to any except a self-conscious or rational being? If so, how
does it come that animals have not invented new forms of social
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organization?  Manifestly, although society is not the product
of * free speculative investigation,” it is none the less the product
of reason. Mr. Balfour identifies two things that are widely
different : reason and reflection. All the great products of the
human spirit precede the reflective comprehensive of them. It
is only when man has incarnated himself in objective institutions,
and when these are no longer adequate, that he subjects them to
critical analysis, and seeks to penetrate to the principle upon
which they are founded; but without productive reason, they
would not have been there; and it is therefore absurd to call
them ‘“ non-rational.” That they contain an element of imper-
fection is true, but they are none the less products of reason, and
only in so far as they are rational will they survive the operation
of the critical intellect. But they will certainly survive all crit-
iciem that does not bring to light a fundamental defect in their
character. It is, e. g., the vogue at present among a class of shal-
low and irresponsible literary critics to throw contempt upon the
sacred institution of the family. The family, as it seems to me,
is not so much on its trial as the critics who attack it, and I
venture to prophesy that it will survive their attacks. There is,
in short, something higher than the shifting opinions of individuals,
and that something is the combined wisdom of the race as em-
bodied in its objective institutions. Reason is not the work of
the isolated individual but of the race, and to call its products
““non-rational ” is to invert the true order of things. It is no
doubt true that from time to time men arise who go beyond their
age; but they do so, not by the mere exercise of the logical faculty
of drawing inferences from accepted premises (which is a very
ordinary gift denied to no one but idiots) but by the origination
of new premises. Mr. Balfour, as we have already seen, accepts
the false doctrine of formal logic, that Reason is a purely analytic
ﬁ;tf::;mafll{aculty, a doctrine which entirely overlooks the real
alreadyopos:::z:d, tf;ort Reaso.n-ls not the mere.analysis of ideas
2 hew Compl'ehen’ but the origination of new ideas, based upon
sion of the meaning of the real.

Obv\?ggil 'S Mbr. Balfour so fager to minimise the work of Reason ?
way for };’h anuge he Imagines that he is thys preparing the
¢ doctrine, that a)) our beljefs ultimately rest upon
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convictions which we must accept without comprehension. He
does not seem to see that beliefs which cannot be Jjustified have
no authority over a rational being. That this or that individ-
ual cannot justify them is nothing to the point; his doubt has
no great practical significance, and is sure to provoke such an
examination of them as shall bring out what is irrelevant, and
reveal the essential truth which has commended them to the
reason of the race. But, while individuals do accept beliefs
which they cannot speculatlvely justify,—nay, while the majority
of individuals always must do so,—it by no means follows that
those beliefs have no justification. It is the duty of the specu-
lative thinker to provide that justification, and when, instead of
doing so, he falls back upon unreasoned convictions, he has virtu-
ally asserted that there is no objective truth, or, in other, words,
that the world is irrational. Having once adopted this conclu.
sion, it is vain for him to appeal to our “needs:” where all is
irrational, no one ‘“need’ has any more justification than another,
and we are thrown into a weltering chaos of subjective feelings
and convictions, in which one is as good as another, all being
alike unprovable. It is time, however, for us to consider the
“ provisional philosophy” which Mr. Balfour, notwithstanding his
appeal to Authority, seeks to commend to us by its reasonableness.

V.—THE ‘‘ PROVISIONAL PHILOSOPHY."

The general impression left on one’s mind by a careful reading
of Mr. Balfour’s book is that of disappcintment, a disappointment
which becomes acute when one discovers the character of his
“ Provisional Philosophy.” We are entitled to expect from a
defender of the Christian faith in these days, something more
than a repetition of popular modes of thought, which the growth
of knowledge and the progress of philosophical criticism have
shown to be inadequate. That there is a God; that the world
is the manifestation of his nature; that in the Christian faith,
that nature was first adequately revealed: these are all propos-
itions which would be accepted by many who differ widely in the
precise meaning they attach to them; and surely it is incumbent
upon any one who seeks to meet the difficulties which now press
upon thinking men, to give an interpretation of them which is up
to the level of the best thought of our age. Such an interpret-
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more fatal to truth than to rest it upon a false foundation. No
doubt truth can ultimately take care of itself, but its reception
may be delayed by unwise advocates. Hence, it is just because
[ 'am in sympathy with Mr. Balfour’s conclusions that I think it
more necessary to be severe upon his method of reaching them.
Those who have made up their minds against the Christian view
of the world are not likely to be moved by anything Mr. Balfour
can say; but those to whom that view is something more than
life, may suffer an eclipse if not a shipwreck of their fajth, when
they come to see the essential weakness of the method of defence
to which they have unwisely trusted. (2) The second remark
I have to make is that the Christian faith, like every living prin-
ciple, must subdue all to itself, or confess itself a failure. In its
first enunciation, Christianity did not take the form of a reasoned
system ; it was presented by its author as a view of the world
which was essentially self-evidencing. This, indeed, is the man-
ner in which every great idea first emerges. In the mind of its
author, it appears as a new conception which proves itself by the
power with which it takes hold of the whole man, and reveals all
things in a new and more resplendent light.  Bul what at first
presents itself as an intuition, when it takes thorough hold of
men’s minds, operates as a transforming influence, which makes
all things new. All their beliefs are touched by it.  If it is uni-
versal,—and a religion must be universal or it is false—it must be
applicable to all spheres of existence, for religion is the principle
of the whole; and the whole has no reality when isolated from the
parts. Hence, it must be not merely in harmony with nature and
with man, bat it must reveal the inner meaning of both. It is
thus manifest that Christianity, if it is true, must be harmonious
with science, so far as it is science, as well as with the moral and
social nature of man.  To talk of any conflict between science
and religion, or between ethics and theology, is to admit that relig-
ion is not ultimate, and that theology is but a provisional hypo-
thesis. Hence, he who seeks to defend Christianity must do so
by showing that its principle is one which by its living energy and
elasticity comprehends all the assured results of science, art and
philosophy. It is just the distinction between a really ultimate
principle and one that is only provisional, that its adaptability is
infinite. If this is not so, it betrays its essential weakness.
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nation, we get a fairly satisfactory theory of the world and of man.

(1) Science rests upon a belief in the uniformity of nature,
but this belief cannot itself be proved; *“ we must bring it, or
something like it, to the facts in order to infer anything from
them.” And we have precisely the same guarantee that the
world is ““ the work of a rational Being, who made it intelligible
and at the same time made us, in however feeble a fashion, able
to understand it.”

Now, Mr. Balfour has already told us that the objects with
which science deals are not identical with what is given to us in
sense-perception or experience. Hence, those objects exist for
us only because we cannot get,rid of the conviction that there fs
a real world distinct from our sense-perceptions.  But, if we do
not know this real world, how can we tell what is its nature ?
Must it not, as lying beyond our sense-perceptions, be of a nature
unknown to us? Is it in space and time? How can we tell, if
it lies beyond the circle of our knowledge? But, if we cannot
tell whether it is in spacc or time, what meaning can there be in
affirming that it is uniform?  Uniformity implies a temporal pro-
cess, because it implies change, and for aught we can tell, the
real world may be destitute of change. Thus, we can only say
that we are convinced that there is some reality we know not
what. This conclusion prevents us from speaking of any “system”
of nature: whether the purely indeterminate reality—indeter-
minate so far as our knowledge goes—is a system or not, we
could only tell if we knew something about it, and, by hypothesis,
we know nothing about it except that it is.  Now, Mr. Balfour’s
reason for affirming the existence of God is that * the ordered
system of phenomena asks for a cause,” and that “ our knowledge
of that system is inexplicable unless we assume for it a rational
author ”” (310). But if the real lies beyond the *‘ ordered system
of phenomena,” by what right do we assume that it requires any
‘“ cause "’ toaccount for it? There is no need to posit a *“cause,”
except to explain that which comes into being, and whether
the unknown reality comes into being or not, we cannot tell,
because we know nothing about it. For anything we know, it
may never have come into being, and may therefore be self-sub-
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sistent. On the other hand, if the “ ordered system of phenom-
ena” is not identical with the real world, it is an illusion, and it
cannot be maintained that we require a rational author to ac-
count for a mere illusion,

The source of these difficulties has already been indicated.
Mr. Balfour cannot get rid of the assumption that experience
consists of a series of sense-perceptions, which are the data out of
which science has to build up its beliefs in an ‘““ordered system
of phenomena.”  From this point of view, no doubt, the prin-
ciple of the ““ uniformity of nature " is a belief for which we can
furnish no other warrant than that we do believe it.  Thus, we
are at the mercy of the first thinker who, like Hume, points out
that we are making an assumption which our facts do not justify.
Unless we can show that there cannot be a consciousness of the
so-called ‘facts’ of sense-perception, without the consciousness of
a system of nature, we are helpless to meet the sceptical objec-
tion which resolves our belief into the blind operation of ‘ custom’
or ‘authority.” No doubt we cannot justify the belief from exper-
ience, if experience is simply a number of particular sense-
perceptions.  But, as I have already argued, such an interpret-
ation of ‘experience’ has no warrant but a false theory of
knowledge. See, then, the extraordinary straits to which Mr.
Balfour is reduced.  We have to assume (1) that there is a real
world corresponding to our sense-perceptions; (2) that this world
exhibits changes; (3) that the changes take place in accordance
with the principle of uniformity. Livery one of these assumptions
must be questioned by anyone who will follow out to its con-
sequences the false assumption that experience may be resolved
into a number of sensc-perceptions.  But, unless every one of
them is granted, Mr. Balfour's argument for the existence of God
as a ‘cause’ of the world, has no foundation.

It is no better with the second form of the argument, viz:
that a God is required to account for the fact that * in however
feeble a position,” we are “able to understand ” the world. For,
on Mr. Balfour’s own showing, we are not “ able to understand ”’
the world, either ‘feebly ' or thoroughly.  The ‘ phenomena’
that science claims to understand are not to be identified with the
‘world” as it really is.  What that world is we do not know,
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and that of which we know nothing we cannot be said to under-
stand.  We do not, therefore, require any ‘cause’ to explain
knowledge. What we call the “system of nature” is not the
‘real world, and if any cause is to be postulated, it must be a

cause’ which has so made us that the world is unintelligible to
us, or, what is the same thing, that we have no faculty for com-
prehending it. If Mr. Balfour were to say that we have an act-
ual know!edge of the real world, and find it to be an intelligible
system, one could understand how he should go on to say that
as our knowledge and this system are adapted to each other, we
must postulate a Being who has made the world intelligible, and
m'ade us able to understand it. But this would not have suited
his device of appealing to unreasoned conviction, and therefore
¥1e seeks to prove the intelligibility of the world and the rational-
Ity of man by postulating a Being who is supposed to do what it
Is affirmed he has not done.

Let us, however, waive these objections ; let us admit that
“Theism . . is a principle which science . . . requires for its
own completion;’ what is the nature of the Being so postu-
lated? How is God to be defined? Heisa rational”’ Being,
who “““ has made the world intelligible, and has made us able to
understand it.” But, we cannot “form . . . any tolerable
idea of the mode in which God is related to, and acts on, the
}’Vor]d of phenomena . . . How He created it, how He sustains it,
it is impossible for us to imagine.”

Mr. Balfour, in other words, has no other idea of the relation
of God to the world, than that of a Being, who has brought *‘ the
world of phenomena * into existence, and who sustains the world
he has thus created. Now, until it is recognized that the whole
idea of a world independent of God is unthinkable, we may 1d
mit that we cannot “form any tolerable idea of the mode n'n
which God is related to, and acts on, the world of phenomena.”
Nor is our difficulty lessened when we find Mr. Balfour also speak-
ing of God as “immanent in the world ofphenomena."’ How He
¢an be both, Mr. Balfour does not explain. But then it isnot incum-
bent upon one who finds that we can base true conclusions upon
false premises to explain this or any other contradictiqn. On Mr.
Balfour’s view, indeed, it would not be wise to get rid of contra-
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diction : the greater the number of contradictions in which we
are entangled, the more likely we are to be nearer the truth, for
it seems to him an axiom that we should “disbelieve what is
simple.” On this principle one might suggest an improvement.
Why not maintain that, though there is but one God, there yetisa
vast number of gods; that God created the world, and yet that the
world had no creator; that there is no world apart from God,
and yet that the world is complete in itself? If a contradiction
is a good thing, we cannot have too much of it; and the more
we accumulate contradictions, the less likely is anyone to impeach
us for violating the axiom that the ‘simple’ is to be disbelieved.—
Seriously, has not Mr. Balfour in this brand-new axiom of his con-
fused two entirely distinct things? The *simple’ may be either
the ‘superficial’ or the ‘rational.’ The former is simple because
it neglects the whole complexity of the problem ; the latter is
simple because it grasps the principle which reconciles apparent
contradictions. In this latter sense, the Christian idea of God
as the Being who is not beyond the world, but manifested in it,
while yet every form of existence has its own reality, is simpler
than the Jewish conception of God as the Lord and Creator, who
stands outside of the world and acts externally upon it; but the
simplicity is one that does not exclude, but includes the greatest
complexity. Mr. Balfour has, therefore, violated his own axiom
when that axiom is not interpreted in a sense which makes it mere-
ly the formulation of a conglomerate of unresolved contradictions.
That God is “ Spirit”’ is a much more complex idea than that
He is Creator; for Spirit, and Spirit alone, enjoys a fuller and

richer life the more it goes out of itself, and finds itself in what
is distinguished from itself.

Joun WaTtson.
(Concluded in next number.)




THE CONDITION OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.

ARLYLE begins his “Chartism’” with the “Condition-of-Eng-
land Question,” which he regarded as ** the most ominous
of all practical matters whatever,”’—the wrong condition or the
wrong disposition of the working classes being an indubitable
fact, though Chartism might be only a temporary embodiment of it
or a “Chimera.” Carlyle’s description of the condition of the
PeO_ple and of the remedies that were prescribed at the time for
their desperate state, makes melancholy reading. He himself
seems to think that the immediate remedy was emigration, seeing
n of “this inconsiderable Terraqueous
Globe” has yet been properly tilled and delved; but to the
question, where are the men who should lead and guide ¢ these
superfluous masses of indomitable living valoui ” to the peaceful
conquest of new lands, he gives the winged, scorching answer—
“where are they ? Preserving their game!” Well, during the
last sixty years millions have emigrated, with or without national
leaders, from the island home of our race. They have made the
United States; have colonized Canada, South Africa, New Zea-
land, the Australias; and yet the old Jand is more crowded with
people than ever. Instead of less than thirty they now number
forty millions.  Surely their condition must be more desperate
than it was then? Isitso? Thatisa question which should be
answered by an authority like Carlyle. I offer,asa contribution
to an answer, some impressions that were made on me by the
pictures of life and work that passed before my eyes during a
recent visit to England, Scotland and Ireland.

My brief paper does not deal with statistics. These would
tell too flattering a tale. So far as I have looked into them, they
are wholly on one side. They speak of population growing
steadily, of revenue expanding, of debt diminishing, and taxes tak-
en off, until it has come to this that the average wotking man,
unless he drinks or smokes, pays nothing to the enormous British
revenue of over a hundred millions sterling: of more children in

that only a small portio
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echnical education; of a larger out-put
an increasing commerce ; more money in
avings Societies, and a steady rise in the
f decrease in the numbers of the pauper and
criminal classes, not only relatively, but absolutely ; of a more
humane criminal code, and of much legislation passed in the in-
terest of the toiling masses and of women and children; in one
word, of up-grade development all along the line. How much
of this apparent progress is genuine and how much of it is due to
Carlyle and to other men of genius and spiritual passion like un-

to him, I do not consider at present. I propose merely to give
a few impressions.

To begin, no signs indicate that the vitality of the race is ex-
hausted. Whether you watch the mighty current of life that
pours ceaselessly along the thoroughfares of London, or the
crowds at a cricket match or at Henley, or the operatives stream-
ing to or from the ship-yards or factories, or holidaying with their
wives and children, or the people who attend tle great relig
conventions, or rural labourers at work in the fie
dents and ladies who crowd the Sheldonian Theatre at Commem-
oration, or flock to tennis tournaments and garden parties, or
processions of trades-unionists, or the thronged railway stations,
you see a robust, virile and good-humoured people.  Comparing
them, not with France, whose sun has reached its zenith and is
beginning slowly and reluctantly to decline, but with the masses in
the great centres of the United States, there is less of the strain of
life, less of anxiety about the morrow, with more of lustiness, of
freedom from care, and of enjoyment in living apparent, than in
America, in spite of the resources of a virgin Continent only
just opened and which yesterday seemed to be illimitable.
The spirit of the people is fresh as ever. With a more sens-
itive conscience and an increasing pride of race which makes them
shrink from a quarrel with their American kinsfolk as they would
from a civil war, and makes them refuse to entertain suggestions
about parting with the self-governing Colonies or breaking up
that mysterious unity called the British Empire, they were never
before so ready, in time of peace, to vote money for the Army and
Navy, or to go into a quarrel in which their interest or honour

ious
Ids, or the stu-
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or conscience is involved. When they thought last New Year's
day that Germany had thrown down a gage of battle, which
meant a coalition against them of unknown magnitude, they ac-
cepted it with almost frantic eagerness. ~They were rather glad
to have the opportunity of letting their kin across the ocean see
that it was not fear which made them with one accord give a
soft answer to the wild defiance of Congress. Had Lord Salis-
b}lr)' decided to dare the venture of going to war with united
Europe for the sake of Armenia, they would have thought him
mad, but none the less they would have been at his back. He
actually lost credit for refusing to take the risk, and he only re-
gained credit when they learned, early in August, that he had stood
out against the other Powers and utterly refused to coerce Crete
or bring pressure to bear upon Greece.

Again, there are scarcely any signs of the existence of a
revolutionary spirit, or of that dislike of the rich which is general
on the Continent, and making its appearance in the United
States. The popularity of the Royal Family is greater then ever,
and what Byron said of Moore—* Tom dearly loves a Lord "—
may be said generally of the British public. If it is desired to
raise a large sum of money for a hospital, a church ora park,
all that is needed is to get the Queen or some member of her
family to take it up. LEvena review at Aldershot failed to draw
fhe public, when the new Commander-in-chief, Iord Wolseley,
instead of the old Duke of Cambridge, was to be chief Inspector.
After the (Jueen, the Prince of Wales is the prime favourite, and
next to him, the Duke of York; and every one takes a lively in-
terest in a marriage, a birth, or in much smaller incidents affect-
ing the Head of the State. Peers are elected Mayors of great
cities and of the greatest county councils. In the General As-
sembly of the Church of Scotland, Lord Balfour of Barleigh, has
more weight than any clerical leader; and when Lord Hopetoun
spoke on the Report of the Colonial Committee, he was free to go
on as long as he liked. Ifa little noise was caused by membcrs
coming in or going out, a general subdued cry of “hush!” sil-
enced the most reckless. The Earl of Moray, though not to be
compared in presence or speech with either of those Peers, Is
greeted with similar respect in the Free Assembly. When Lord
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Rosebery entered St. Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow, to give t}:ﬁe:ge
dress at the centenary of Burns, the whole of.the vast au 1k °
rose and cheered him. Canadians may see evidences of flun ei};.
ism in these things, but they have to admit the ab.sence of f;:f/on
ity. Ifa Lord should presume on his r_al.)k to violate tra]l lhe
or usage, or to lessen the smallest privilege of the peop Z». i
would soon find out his mistake. Should a Duke pet:sxst in driv
ing on, in disregard of the uplifted hand .ofg pohcerr.\an,l ag
instant summons to Scotland Yard would vxfld.xcate the msu”te.
majesty of the law. If a member 9f “ the prnvnlegc;]d classz:ric:
charged with an offence, he is certain to be dealt with, m(;lrf’-” A
ly than if he were a poor man. It is felt that noblesse o ige.
gentleman is expected to act like a gentleman, z.lnd thu‘s to pay
for any little honour that may be extended to him. 1 he same
feeling makes servants respectful.  They wear caps, touch their
hats, address you with * Sir,” and accept tips for small services
rendered. [ have heard tipping denounced, but there is much of
reason as well as mutual advantage in the practice. Better to give
a small coin—if you can spare it—to an obliging porter, guard or
other official who is on hand to help you along, than to have no
one about, to whom to apply for information or assistance !
Arriving at the Unijon Station, Toronto, last week, two little girls
seized hold of me and showed me cards indicating that they
were destined for Hamilton. Crowds were passing to and fro,
but not one of them had official cap or buttons. In vain I asked
the likeliest looking people for the Hamilton train, Five minutes
passed, but I was unable to ““ move on,” though in a great hurry,
because of the two waifs, when fortunately a man who had been
looking for them appeared and took them off my hands. The
experience made me appreciate the number and politeness of the
porters at a British Railway Station.  If an old traveller found
himself so helpless, how would it be with an old lady! Offi-
cials are somctimes visible about stations in Canada and the
States, but as a rule they are too dignified for use, On the plea
of the equality of man, Jack is not only as good as
but he assumes to be master,
there still is and always must

ous, envious spirit, instead of
ience.

his master,
and there is no servant. Service
be, but with somewhat of a mutin-

the spirit of self-respecting obed-
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thei'fll,\zofzml;h people have at l?ottom & genuinelove or liking for
of merit a;?h y and Peerage, with gradation of ranks, and orders
life, ins;e d ey t.hu.s secure that some colour shall be given to
American?" of msmtmg that all classe§ shall wear drab. An
was great] Tl(;ffld, who hailed me on the High Street of Edinburgh,
Processio Y }Stresseq at the amf)upt of colour' connected with the
General I;\ of the High Commissioner on _lus way to.opcn.thc
landers a, (;‘»Sltimb]y. He was espec1all)f pained at seeing High-
it, when al - ancers or Hussars “prowl.mg around” as he phrased
asked b 'fourt of the L.ord Jesus .Cllrlst was abf)ut to 'm‘cct. I
streets amdlkhe fvould Ob](?Ct to pohc'emen. in uniform !mmg the
at all !\]V eeping f)rder n ‘connechon with the function. Not
but tl;e as the sin then- in the tartan or the‘ scarlet‘? No;
the poli 5W9rds seemed mc9ngruous.” I reminded him that
force ofce n New. York carne.d revolvers,. and that the m’m(fd
police every nation was beh‘md the ermined Judge and plain
had t;“, Just a,s’ truly as be'hmd a Corporal’s guard. But what
little. < e world. to do with the General Assembly? Not a
bl » was my rejoinder; and I expressed the hope that the Asss:nx.

¥ would have something to do with the world, by fully establish-

ng 1n it the Kingdom of God. Officers and men in those glittering
e moderator, or a clergy-

God’s world has abund-

ma - : . s
n of a grudging or cankered spirit.
uresqueness

:n(;,e of colour. Quakerism itself gives a touch of pict
o life, but all are not called upon to be Quakers.
It may be more disputable to say that there are few signs
tl‘at religion has lost its ancient hold on the British people.
ILVolu%ion is now accepted by the man on the street, and it is
;hhangmg the point of view from which all doctrines are regarded.
e forms of religion are indeed changing, but s9 it has been
from the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. A member of one
of th_e Assemblies spoke feelingly last May of the change that was
Comm'g over the Highlands. In his early days, “ if children saw
:?:]'mmis':er, it put the fear of death on them,” and he sadly in-
ated that it was otherwise now ; that a visit from the minister
was rather welcome than otherwise to the Jambs of the flock.
Church attendance is not so obligatory, nor sermons so long, nor
Sa,cr?menta] services protracted over so many days; but if a
Minister has anything to say he is listened to with respect, every
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appeal for funds or personal ministry for a good cause 'S‘reSpond-
ed to with reasonable liberality, and the services of the‘san'ctuary
are conducted with reverence that was deplorably lacking in tlle
good old days. Remote parishes are to be founq where t Kf
churches are still as dirty and the service conductefl in as sloven
ly a fashion as could be desired ; and in Ot}lef parishes the pen-
dulum has swung to an opposite extreme. There are .Presl?yterlan
Churches where boys lead the singing, instead of ladies -wuh loud
head-dresses ; the clergy and choir may enter the church in proces-
sion, after devotional service in the vestry ; there may be a f:banccl,
with stalls for the assistants and the Choll"; the Communion table
may be in the centre and the pulpit on one sxd'e ; the chu.rc'h m.:xy be
open always for worship, and for a daily scrwm': ; the minister may
magnify his office, perhaps letting fall cxprcssmns.tlml to al
cars smack of medievalism ; there may be prayers in common with
souls who have departed in the faith and are wiiting in hope for
the accomplishing of the number of the clect ; but the mass of the
good, honest, patient laity suffer and cven approve these things,
provided that the minister works as &man in carnest should
work, and that they can look up to him as 4 man of God. To
them, “the fundamentals” mean life rather than the old dogmas.
They recognize that life is the only adequate expression of doc-
trine, and life is more and more looked at from the point of view
of evolution,  This prevailing, if somewhat inarticulate or con-
fused conviction, explains the wide popularity of “ the Kail-yard
school™ of writers. People read and approve Ian Maclaren's
*Mind of the Master,” though theologians denounce it as un-
sound and illogical.  As the prophets were by no means logical,
and the Church systematically put them aside or put them out of
the way, it is felt that a true interpreter of the greatest
of the prophets may be more in accord with the essence
of His system than was Calvin, or Turretin or even Hodge. In
England, the Established Church is gaining upon Dissent, just
because it has been forced by the laity to become tolerant, and
because it is more comprehensive of the various phases of reli-
gious thought and feeling than any or al of the Nonconformist
Churches.  The latter, it is thought, are slightly Pharisaical and
sectarian, besides being rather aggressively political ; but it is also
clear to me that the chief danger of the Established Church is in

armed
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the political atti

especially i:1 act(:;tudc ‘that some of its leaders are urging it to take,
likes variety of nection with the Education question. John Bull
his ancientyArcthqlour N C.hurCh as well as State. He prefers
ons to a vast mo};S(};FF;)S’ Bishops, Dgans, Archdeacons and Can-
n.ot tolerate clerical resbyters, umfor.med alike. But he will
gious discord. Sh aggression, and he instinctively detests reli-
clergy to Pl'es.sf ould the ?lshops succeed in organizing the
schools, witho tor more,pub]lc money to be given to voluntary
Estab]ishmentu 'COn.Ce('jmg public control, they may endanger the
Scotland, too ’tllrresm,b]y strong though it now scems to be. In
more fl‘o;n thé "1'8 Established C.hurch has gained in strength, but
from its own .llstakes of the principal Dissenting Churches than
season of Caln:m\ig::g] o‘r mel-.itS; anq ft should use the present
in irritating or e 1€l m?t in organizing for Defence, still less
full proof that ven standing aloof from its sisters, but in giving
asis for a r(ecol,: affords a good I)rflctical as well as historical
the one count istructed, truly national Church. Scotland s
that Presbyt ry in the world that has the opportunity of proving
being i Chy erianism has within it the promise' and potency of
fal Bf th u]rch coextensive with the nation ; but it is doubt-
have the faitleaders——lay and clerical—of the three Churches
qQuires, Butl and the statesmanship that the opportunity rc-
the British, )s apart from all questions of organization or ritual,
'has ot Corrl:OtPl(;i seemed to me truly religious as of old. Wealth
in all classes p ?rhth;:m. fl‘here is a general sol.)ricty of thought
include not a ‘ ¢ home is pure. The cmn.1c1ls of the nation
classes, cranks ewd v;‘se men. In the Councils qf the working
er than fOlloweadn addists are good-hun.lourmily listened to rath-
Strong and ri ht’ and the public coqscw.nce responds to every
1s believed ght appeal. Qladstonc is still a power because¢ he

to have a conscience.

¢ history of the United
he strides which have
Scotland had its
1 Ireland were n

ave done well, the
atest

Kingc?(:ixmf 's more remarkable in th
een takenur.mg the last half-century thant

parish SChod]m fcommon. School Education.
deplorable c s for centuries; but England anc
Rreatest im ise. While all thrge Kingdoms b '
need, Ev::] C:lvemefft.has bgen in the two that were 1n gre
1e religious difficulty has not troubled them over-
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much.  Ireland,—that uniformly inconsistent country where
everything happens that is least expected—there has been less
trouble than anywhere else.  On this continent the knot has
generally been cut.  Religious instruction has been turned out
of the public schools : for reading a few verses of Scripture, with-
out note or comment allowed to the teacher, can hardly be called
instruction. In Scotland, the Board Schools are denominational
as well as national, for in most of them the Shorter Catechism is
taught by the teacher, as well as Bible lessons according to a
prescribed syllabus.  The teacher, it may be argued, is not paid
for giving religious instruction, because the Government Inspect-
or does not examine on it ; but most of his salary comes from the
rates or local taxes, the rate-pavers elect the Board of Trustees, a
Committee of the Board—generally including one or more Presby-
terian clergyman-—see to the religious instruction that is given
and also examine on it, and the teacher who fails on that subject
is not likely to commend himself to his paymasters,
there is a conscience clause; but it is taken advantage of by a
quite insignificant number of scholars, Jews or careless or irreli-
kious parents generally not objecting to half an hour of religious
instruction being given to their children,

Of course

Two things struck me as singular.  First, the attitude of
voluntaries to this very practical question. The U. p. Church
takes strong ground coucerning the sin or impropricty of nmki;lg
public provision for religious teaching or worship ; and the Free
Church has now definitely committed itself to union with the
. 'l"s. But, surely the sin of accepting old endowments for the
maintenance of public worship must be less than the sin of imn-
posing new rates upon all the living for religious education in the
common school.  The inconsistency would be palpable to the
logical French mind ; but the Scotchman gets out of it somehow.
So does the Englishman, though he has to face a more complex
situation.  More than half of the schools in
built, and are controlled by the Churches, ch
lished Church, which has shown g
since 1870.  These, like the few
receive a certain annu
to the Inspector's re

England have been
icfly by the Estab-
reat activity in this direction
voluntary schools in Scotland,
al Government grant per scholar, according
port on their efficiency. The Board Schools,
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Supported by Government grants and by rates, are declared to be
u"denominational, but in most of them very efficient Bible in-
Struction js given. Logic points to either the one extreme that
lhe. voh”‘t“r)’ Schools should also get from the rates, according to
their efticiency, or to the opposite extreme that the Board Schools
should be “secular ;" but John Bull prefers precedent to logic.
The present Government is considering the whole situation :H'ld
AS promised to do something for the Voluntary Schools, but its
'"_C'asul.e will have to be more or less ambitious than the Bill it
w.”_hdl‘e\v last June. With regard to the present educational con-
dition, a5 compared with the previous state of things, there 1s
€very reason for satisfaction. The schools are well taught, the
""?C'"‘r's bosition is more secure than with us, improvenients are
CIhg made all the time, and there is no practical religious diffi-
culty, although the scholars in nearly ninety-nine schools out of
the hundred receive definite religious teaching and have a much
More accyrate knowledge of the Bible than 1 have found tobe the
€ase in Canada or the States.
SeCOndly, the attitude of the Roman Catholic Clergy to the
3(')ar(] Schools in Scotland. In view of the facts that these Schools
Might be calleqd Presbyterian as well as national, and that the
R. C. Churel elsewhere insists strongly on its right to :“CP”{'““’
education or gives its strength to Voluntary Schools, 1t “'”L’l_"
¢ thought that this attitude would be one of hostility or indif-
€rence, Very far from it. Everywhere, so far as I could learn,
the priests take a healthy intcrest in the Board Scth]S, they arc
clected to the Boards, and, by means of the cumulative vot¢ they
Are often at the head of the poll, in Glasgow, Edinburgh and clse-
°re. They work cordially on the Boards with the other mc:.n-
CrS and take their full share of Committee work, the Depart-
ment of religious instruction always excepted.  They make ;""
caim for , share of the rates, being satisfied apparently with the
Sta]| Government per capita grant, though their Peof’Je_lmvc to
vyl rates levied for the Board Schools, and to contribute, in
tion, out of their poverty to build and mai.ntam' (./’h‘mc(:
admp:,_ The only explanation T can ofe for this atiitude, s
is ] 'rable in itself, but so opposed to what is practise« tci-" P
of e strength and unanimity of the popular sentimen! R,
education and the real religious unity of the Scottish peoj
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The old Parish Schools, though inadequate latterly to modern
conditions and the growth of great cities, were rooted in popular
nccessities and affection.  The people, consequently, would
tolerate no other system than one thoroughly national. At
the same time, they recoil from excluding religious instruction
from the school programme, and, although outwardly divided into
Old Kirk, Free Kirk and U. P., they arc all Presbyterian and
therefore see no reason for departing from the “ use and wont”
text-hooks, as the Bible and the Shorter Catechism are termed.
The present condition of things is an impressive illustration of the
homogencousness of the people and of their real religious unity.
Fven a hierarchy feels it to be useless to contend against such
forces, and therefore its wise men do not waste their strengthin vain
contendings, but accept the inevitable and give their own contri-
bation to making the edueational system as good as possible, The
work of John Knox has not been i vain, Carlyle’s estumate of
the man and of the work he did for Scotland may be accepted as
on the whole true. He had aclofty ideal, and thoough he did not
see it realized, it has been ever since an inspiration to the land
for which he prayed and suffered, and it is perhaps nearer realiz-
ation to-day than ever before, For, it is not merely the Common
School that has benefited by the forward movement of the last
fifty years.  High School departments are conneeted with the
Frgest of the City Schopls, in which excellent secondary educa-
tion is given. Manual training, sewing, cooking, and technicai
instinetion of various kinds are also included in many places,
while large private endowments add to the completeness and
richness of sccondary education, The Universities, too, have not
been neglected.  In the seventeenth and cighteenth centuries,
and i the fiest half of the nincteenth, hittle or nothing was done
for them.  Our day has atoned for this long neglect, and now no
Scotchman need be ashamed of the Universities of Edinburgh,
Glasgow, Aberdeen, and St. Andrew's.  Graduates go from them
in increasing numbers to Oxford, Cambridge and Germany, but
they go so well prepared as a rule that they take high honours.
In consequence, Scotland is no longer isolated from the current
of European thought, but contributes to it, and may be said to do
its full share in guiding, deepening and enriching it.  Somewhere
about half a century ago, when the Evangelical Alliance met in
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‘Berlin, there was scarcely a British clergyman able to take part
l!l the conferences, in German, save Dr. John Cairns.  The Eng-
l{Sh papers called attention to the extraordinary facts that a Scot-
tish Dissenting minister had to be chosen to represent the British
f]“'CKIltcs, and that he discharged the duty with such singlar abil-
ity and force that the King and Queen asked that he shonld be
introduced to them. Now, every Scottish student who intends
to write makes a point of mastering German and becoming per-
sonally acquainted with German Professors. It is only necessary
to glance at the Table of Contents in the Critical Revicw to see
how completely British and German criticism accept the same
Canons and so stand on one foundation, how vast and varied is
the volume of German Scholarship, and to note too how tnport-
ant are the contributions that Scotland is making to philosophical
and theological inquiry.

Besides educational improvement, signs of social improve-
There is still far too much

ment are to be seen on every hand.,
The sums spent by

dl‘inking, but drunkenness is less prevalent.
the working classes on strong drink and tobacco are enormous,
and it is impossible to avoid making the reflection that there s
more room for Reform here than anywhere else, and that this
Reform must come, not from legislation but from a change in

the habits and customs  and that means nltimately a change in

the whole tone and temper —of the people. This change is slow-
ly taking place.  Fifty or sixty years ago, only arich man could
afford to drink heavily.  “ Drunk as a Lord,” was the expression
which indicated the custom of the time and the heaven to which
the poor man scarcely ventured to hope he might attain. But a
Lord now would at once lose caste if he drank to excess,  In
Kood sacicty, to diink heavily means that you are sent to Covent-
ry forever after. I attended a public dinner on Dominion day in
London, and out of the two hundred and fifty guests only one
appeared to be the worse of liquor at the close of the function.
It was not one of the Lords or Honourables, but a poor, silly
student, and he was felt to have disgraced himself and in a measure
the whole company. This changed sentiment with regard to the
use and abuse of beer, wine or spirits, is finding its way down
through all ranks, and it—with the moral and educational forces
at work—will accomplish the desired Reform, unless well-mean-
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ing faddists check its operation by forcing on the people pro-
hibitory legislation which—as an encroachment on personal
liberty—ought never to be tried save as an expedient of desper-
ation. We license the sale of drugs, dynamite and drink, for
licensing means regulating. We do not prohibit, and if we did
the chances are that we should be blown up, unless something
worse happened to us.

Another sign of improved social conditions, is the almost
universal use of the third.class carriage in travelling. The
seccond class has been abolished on many lines, and the
first is used by so few that people with third-class tickets
are shoved into them when there is a crush or a hurry.  Former-
ly third-class passengers were generally ill-dressed, evil-smell-
ingr, often drunk and unmanaerly, and the carriages were
made as unecomfortable as possible. Now, serene highnesses, such
as Professors, Principals, Bishops, Clergymen's wives, and still
more exalted personages use them freely, and the cartiages are
kept so clean that they compare favourably with our fiust.  On
every line, some third-class cartiages are reserved for smokers
and others for *“ ladies only.”  The remarkable thing in Britain
is the constant improvement and the cheapening of commodities
that is taking place in the interest of the people.  In Canada,
fares are as high as they were when Railways were first introduc-
ed, and the poor are made to suffer. A sccond-class passenger
cannot with us get a return ticket, except by paying two fares.
He is often shoved into a dirty carriage, defiled with saliva and
tobaceo juice.  He cannnt get a cup of tea or coffee for less than
ten cents, instead of the two cents it costs at a Railway Station in
Great Britain, - Excursion tickets discriminate against the city
poor, and the higher rates charged at non-competing points dis-
crminate against the country poor,

Railway Directors declare,
inanswer to complaints, that the

ir sole duty is to secure dividends.
Might they not reflect that they have received public franchises,

and that all history shows that selfishness is blindness ?  If they
must be selfish, may we not plead for enlightened selfishness ?
If the pleading is in vain, some other way may have to be tried.

G. M. GRANT.




EARLY LAW COURTS.

I tegret to say that in committing myself to an address on the
carly history of the Local Courts of the Midland Distiict, 1
was essaying a more forraidable task than I had anticipated.

Very little is known of the early Judicial History of this Pro-
vince by the legal profession and still less by the public at large.
There are records of a Court of Quarter Sessions in the Mecklen-
berg District, extending from the mouth of the Gananoque River
on the Iast to the River Trent on the West, before the Provin-
cial Act of Upper Canada passed in 1792, renamed it the Midland
District.  The old minutes beginning in the year 1789 are some-
what imperfectly kept.

In the Quarter Sessions the leading Magistrates assembled
and the Chairman on almost all occasions for the first decade or
$0 was Richard Cartwright, Junior. It not ounly tricd petty of-
fences such as larceny, assaults, trespasses, etc., but exercised a
Municipal jurisdiction, regulating the assize of bread, the issue of
tavern licenses, opening roads, making the assessments, collecting
the taxes, building bridges, repairing the highways, ctc., ctc.

A Grand and Petit Jury were summoned at its four principal
sessions and in addition to trying such prisoners as might be
brought before them, the Petit Jury also tried questions as to the
compensation duc to the owners whose lands were expropriated
for highways, and also heard disputes respecting them,

The criminal law, which was administered in this carly tribu-
val, and the procedure which governed were based on that of
England, and certainly borrowed somewhat of the sanguinary
features of the law as then administered in the British Courts;
for whilst the punishments of the Court were for the most part
very mild, and usually fines, there were instances where they were
very severe. '

" The earlicst entry I have been able to ftind in these records is

dated Tuesday, 14th April, 1789, and is headed :
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District of Mecklenberg—Town of Kingston.
The Court of Quarter Sessions.
Riqhard Cartwright, Jr.,
Magistrates present . eil McLean, -Esquires.
¢ Richd. Porter,
(Archd. McDonnell,
The first case was the King on the prosecution of
Joseph Desaver
V.

Alexander McDonnell,

Jean Mignon, . . i
Michael Lemer, IAssault and battery.

Juan Chaudreau,
The Grand Jury found a true bill.  On arraignment the first
three prisoners pleaded guilty.
Jean Chaudrean pleaded not guilty,
The Jury sworn to try the case were

George Galloway, Arthur Orser,
John Wartman, John Ferris,
Rarnabas Day, Gilbert Orser,

Robert Graham, Malcolm Knight,
Peter Wartman, George Murdoff,
Solomon Orser, Wiiliam Bell,

The Jury acquitted the prisoner Chaudreau and the three
others were fined ten shillings cach.  There were three other
prisoners tricd at the same stttings, two for assault and one for
larceny, all of whom were acquitted,

Two Grand Jurors, Peter Vanalstine and Gisbert Sharp, were
fined thirty shillings, and four Petit Jurors, David Flynn, Charles
Bennett, John Carscallen and William Smith were fined twenty
shillings each for absenting themselves. This is important as
showing that at this carly period, before Toronto was thought of,
and whilst the present site of the Ambitious City was a wilder-
ness, we had the machinery of a court, exercising all its wonted
functions, and that for the summoning
regularly issued.

The Court sat again in July.
mahan, convicted of trespass and
ceive * thirty-nine lashes on his b
post of this town,"”

of jurymen, precepts were

A prisoner named James Car-
assault, was sentenced to re-
are back at the public whipping
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‘ On Monday, the 12th of October, 1739, there is the following
minute :

. “ A Court of Oyer and Terminer having been held for the
District of Mecklenberg on the 28th of September last, at which
all !)usincss for this District was scttled, the Justices having tak-
¢n into consideration the great inconvenience that would arse
to the good people of the District on being again called together
at this time, and the little necessity there was for calling them as
1o business appeared to requite it, they therefore declined issuing
any precept to summon any jury to attend at this Sesston.”

This Court of Assize, as we should call it now, must have
been presided over by a judge of the old Province of Quebec, and
was probably the first Court of its kind ever held in this Province.
The Province of Upper Canada was not set apart until the yoar
.31, 1791, and according to

“ Lives of the Judges,” the
werior Court

1792, by Imperial Act 31 Geo. ¢
Mr. Read the learned author of the
first record of Chief Justice Osgoode, the first Suy
Judge of the Provinee, is not till the year 1792, when he presid-
ed at Kingston on the 23rd of August of that ycar.

In a letter written me recently by Mr. Read, he
first Court™ (i. ¢. of Oyer and Terminer) lield in Mecklenbey,
must have been between 1788 and 1792, and when it was in old
Qucbec, I can't give you the date of holding that date. 1 think
it can only be got in the Ottawa archives, or in Montreal or
Quebee.” He was not aware whata valuable mine the old Quarter
Session's minute book of Mecklenberg is to delve in,

At the Court held on the 14th of April, 1790, 1 find the fol
lowing minute:

The King on the prosccution of

Conrad Sills
against
Ired Keper.

Indicted for feloniously s
the value of 10 shillings,—found guilty.

After consideration the Court sentence
ceive ** thirty-one lashes on his bare back at the public whipping
post, to suffer one month’s imprisonment an‘d shall be set in the
stocks one day of each week in that month with the label * Thief."”
Where the Public Whipping Post stood or the stocks were erect-

says **the

tealing a shear, coulter and bolt of

d the prisoner to ve-
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ed I have been unable to learn froq
was probably somewhere in the present Hay Market, for the
present Market was not established until the year 1822, It will
no doubt be news to the young Kingstonians of this age to know
that we ever had a Public Whipping Post, or that that archaic
instrument of punishment, the stocks, was ever in vogue here.

At the Sessions in July, 1790, Sheriff Philip Lansingh, Esq.,
made complaint that Richard Bond, late gaoler, had been con-
veying spirituous liquors to a prisoner under sentence of death,
but the latter on trial was acquitted by a jury of this charge.
This prisoner was one who must have been convicted at the
Court of Oyer and Terminer which sat in September of the pre-
vious year, as the Quarter Sessions did not possess the power of
inflicting capital punishment.

At special Session held on the sedoof May, 1794, it was or-
dered that the Assize of Bread for the 4 pound white Joaf of
Wheaten Flour, marked with the initials of the baker's name,
five pence carrency,

Monday the 12th of September, 1790,
of flour being 0 shillings, it was ordered tl,
for a four pound loaf of fine Wheaten
a brown loaf weighing 6 poun
bakers were odrered to mark thei
names.”

n the oldest inhabitant. It

be

“ The average price
at the Assize of bread
Hour be g pence, and that
Is be 9 pence currency.  The
rloaves with the initials of their

As 9 pence would be cqual to
making no allowance for the
which was then mnely greate
make a baker's doze
just a century later,
price of the staff of life
motives, but proceede

about 15 cents of our money,
difterence in the valye of money
r than at the present day, this would
n 31.95, a much higher price than we pay
The Court in attempting to regulate the
was doubtless animated by philanthropic

d upon theories, which in the view of an
illustrious descendant of the Chairman in

common with all en-
lightened politicians was erroneous.

However its members were
o worse than their contemporaries,

At the Sessions held in
minute of any fawyer being
entry :

“ William Ramback and Pe
ing set to the bar

Sceptember, 1796, there is the first
employed ; the following being the

ter Detlor indicted Jast session be-
and charged on their indictment, on motion of
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Charles Peters, Esquire, Attorney for the defendants, the said in-
dictment was quashed for informality.”

On Thursday, the 12th of October, 1797, William Newbury
and Caleb Williams being convicted of larceny, were sentenced
to receive 4o lashes at the Public Whipping Post in Kingston,
and Nicholas Tudor for a misdemeanour to sit in the stocks for
two hours.

At the Court held on the z3rd of April, 1799, James Cannon,
a bound apprentice to Kmerson Burley, a Hatter of this town,
prayed on motion of Mr. Peters, his Counsel, that he be dis-
charged from his indentures for want of suflicient food and that
he is employed as a servant and not at the trade of a hatter.

Mr. Hagarman appeared as Counscl for Burley and the fol-
lowing day the Court discharged the apprentice from his inden-
tures who gave full proof to maintain his complaint, it appearing
that he was employed by his master rather as a domestic drudge
than learning his trade.

After this date the name of Mr. Nicholas Hagarman frequent-
ly appears. He was the father of Mr. Christopher Hagavman who
subsequently became 4 Judge of the Court, of Queen's Bench of
this Province, and was father of the wife of the Hon. Johin Beverley
Robinson, the late Lieut.-Governor.  After Christopher was called
to the bar the father and son both practiced here, and were often
employed as opposing Counsel.

To show how versatile the duties performed by the
were, and how far its duties extended, such entries as these fre-

Sessions

quently occur :

Fifteenth of October, 1800,

“ It is ordered by the Magistrates that the sum of
levied from the Counties of Lennox, Hastings and Northumber-
land for members wages for the year 1800."

This is explained as the duty was imposed on the sessions by
an Act of the Legislature, 33, George 111, to provide the indem-
nity of its members, or members’ wages as it was then called.

The sum frequently allowed a member was 1t 10, but some-
Thus John Ferguson, M. P, for Fron-
[ suppose he was
ight, and paid

2310 be

times it was much larger.
tenac was awarded £20 10/ for the ycar 1301.
like all members clected from this part a heavy we

according to his services.
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In January, 180z, Samuel Hitchcock was authorized, under a
statute of 37, George 111, to run a ferry from his house on Grand
Island opposite Kingston, and the rates were fixed being five shil-
lings for a single person.

At the Court held in April, 1809, it was ordered that in future
every day, Sunday, Christinas Day and Good Friday excepted be
market days,

The Court sat regularly during the War of 1812, and beside
trying a large number of cases of assault and battery there is
nothing recorded in the minutes to show that the state of the
country was at all disturbed,

In July 1818 the Sessions ordered that the Wesleyan Chapel
in the Town of Kingston be registered according to the statutes
in such case made and provided.

I had supposed that the stocks had been discontinued after
the close of the last century, but 1 find in the Sessions held in
April, 1818, William Schuyler found guilty of Petit larceny was
set in the stocks for two hours, and in January, 1822, Daniel
Baker, for a similar offence was sentenced to one month’s im.
prisonment, during which time to be exhibited for three days in
the stocks, the time for exhibition to rest with the Sheriff, but
Samuel Ryckman was let off more casily, having only to sit one
hour. I find one more record of its infliction a year or two |
and then it seems to have fallen into disuse,

During the years 181822

ater,

inclusive, smuggling must have been
fargely indulged in. Such entrics as these frequently occur.

" The King on the prosecution of

Chas. A. Hagarman, Collector,
v.
Thomas Parr.

Seizure of three barrels of whiskey.

It appearing to the Sessions that the Claimant, Thomas Parr,
having been duly summoned and not appearing, the Sessions or-
der condemnation and sale of the said three barrels of whiskey.”

The goods seized and condemned include every variety, such
as liquors, teas, leather, boats, oxen, beef, hogs, hats, gun-powder,
sleighs, stoves, shoes, etc.

In 1822, the Sessions ordered, (1) That the Square in front of
St. George's Church, between King and Front Street, shall be the
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Market Square, and that persons bringing hay, wood and striw,
shall range the waggons or sleighs in front of the Market House,
thg horses heads facing the river ; the waggons or sleighs con-
taining butcher’s meat, butter, cheese, eggs, poultry, flour and
grain, to be ranged on each side of the Market House, the horses
heads to be towards the buildings opposite each side of the Mark-
$t, and that persons arriving from the Country bringing articles
in baskets or wheelbarrows should range themselves on cach side
of the pavement leading to the Market House.

The Court scems to have sat alternately at Kingston and

Adolphustown.  There was a Court House at the latter place,
An order occasionally appears, allowing

but apparently no gaol.
Kingston for

compensation for the bringing of prisoners from
trial,

In August, 1830, there is the following entry @ ** It appear-
ing to the Court that there are two Streets i the Town which
are not designated by any name, the Court order that the Street
on the east side of the Market Block from the water-side to the
front of the Park of Selma, be called Brock Street, and the Street
on the west side, and running past the gaol and the Court House
from the water-side to the intersection of Brock Street, be called
Clarence Street. It was further ordered that the cross Strect
running from Store Street, between Lots 307, 313 & 319, and
Lot G. and C., be called Montreal Street, and that the Street be-
tween Lots 337 and 381, on the west boundary of the Town, be
called Colborne Stteet ; the cross Street in rear, Barrie Street
that the Street between lLots Numbers two and three, to the in-
tersection of (Quarry Strect, be called ¢ueen Street, and that the
continuation of said Street be called as herctofore, Grave Street,
and that the continuation of the cross Street past the new Burial

Ground, be called Cross Street.

At an adjourncd Session held Mond
Captain Raynes applied to the Court to repair the building occu-
pied by the Military as a Guard House in the front of the Market
House, but upon a vote the Court determined it ought not to be

repaired at the expense of the District.
Upon the question being submitte
was necessary for the Town, it was determined 1t

as follows ;

ay, 2gth of August, 1831,

d whether a main guard
1 the affirmative
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Yeas.—]. Sampson, H. Smith, A. Pringle, C. Anderson and
J. McCauley.  Nays.—W. H. Gray, ]. McFarlane, H. C.
Thomson.

But the same Court decided that it was unnecessary to main-
tain any longer the Town Guard as the building was out of re-
pair.  From these entries jt appears the Guard House in front of
the Market House was the Town Guard. It was maintained there
until the year 1870, when the City finally ceased to be an Imper-
ial Garrison. At the same Sessions the Magistrates asked the
Commandant to continue the two sentries who were posted at
the Court House and Gaol.

It was provided that the key of the Fire Station should be
left with the Guard which was allowed 2/6 cach time there was an
alarm. ‘

It appears that the maintenance of order and the security
from fire was largely due to the assistance the Civil, received from
the Military authorities,

On the 28th of August, 1830, the Magistrates in Sessions
sembled, petitioned the Licut.-Governor for all the |
the Market Square and the water's o

as-
and between
ge to be set aside for pub-
lic purposes.  The petition stated it was a narrow strip along the
precipitous bank of the harbour which they thought was intended
in the original survey of the town in 1784 to be attached to the
Market and left vacant, but that it had been occupied as a Mili-
tary Keserve since the War of 1812, and complaining that the
shore in front of the bank was used as a nuisance ground to the
detriment of the general health, and if handed over to the civil
authorities this would be stopped. They also demurred to the
retention of the land as a Military Reserve.

Only Clergymen of the Church of England we
perform the ceremony of marriage at first.
where there were not five Clergymen, the Magistiates were al-
lowed to do so. 1In 1790 this privilege was extended to the Min-
isters of the Church of Scotland, Lutherans and Calvinists provid-
ing one of the contracting parties shall have been a member of such
congregations for at least six months before. The Minister him-

self required to appear at the Sessions and take the oath of al-
legiance and obtain a certificate,

tended to the Clergymen of all oth

re allowed to
In 1793, in districts

In 1830 the provision was ex-
er denominations.
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On the 14th of July, 1831, the following quaint entry occurs:

“ A certificate, No. Nineteen was ordered to be issued to John
Prasto Hetherington, of Kingston, as a Minister of the Gospel in
connection with the Conference and Societies of the people cal-
led Methodists, cstablished by the Rev. John Wesley, AM

As many martiages had been contracted before the year 1793,
of which no record had been preserved, and at a time when it
was impossible to obtain the services of a Clergyman, by an Act
of that year, such martiages were validated and the parties were
to appear before any Magistrate and make oath of the marriage
and the Clerk of the Peace was to register it and it was suflicient
evidence in all the Courts of Law and Equity.

I find at the end of the Minute Book for the year 17494, the
following entry which seems to have been made in pursuance of
the provisions of this Act:

“1, David McRae, do solemnly swear in the presence of Al-
ghty God, that 1 did publickly intermuarry with Lirie Smyth at
Michilimaclinac, on the 13th of October, 1783, and that there is
now living, issue of the said martiage, one son and three daughters
(giving their names).

Sworn hefore me at Kingston in the Midland District and
Province of Upper Canada, this zgth day of May, 1794,

(Sgd.)  Rich, Cartwright, Jr.,
.

And Erie Smyth made a similar affidavit which was sworn on
the 18th day of June, 1704, before Geo. McBeath, J.P.

Doubtless this man and woman had been members of the
litthe community which constituted the Garrison of the Fortbailt
at the Straits now known as the Straits of Machinac.

In July, 1832, the Court in Session at Adolphustown “*decided
owing to the present excitement respecting the cholera to take up
no new matter and considered it best to discharge the Grand
Jury.  Several prisoners in custody for Jarceny were discharged,
the witnesses against them not appearing, they were Sergeants
in the Royal Artillery and could not be allowed to leave Kingston,

the Commandant having ordered that no Military men should go

from the post during the prevalence of the cholera.”

In October 1833, the Court decided that the practice long es-
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tablished to allow private prosecutors to give evidence and ad-
dress the Court and Jury should be discontinued, citing King vs.
-ancaster, 1 Chittey R., 602 and 2 B. and A., p. 606.

In July, 1836, a communication was recejved from the Lieut.-
Governor on the subject of the Incumbents in the several Rec-
tories which stated that five Clergymen of the Church of England
were now resident within the District, and that the powers of
Justices to solemnize matrimony weae at an end. This communi-
cation was read and approved.

There are only two referenees to the Rebellion of 1837 in the
Minute Books that 1 could find, one in July 1838 when on the
Petition of Augustus Barber, who acted as Crier of the Court at
the special commission for the trial of the rebels for compensation,
whien the Court ordered him to be paid the sum of £2 5/,

The other entry is as follows: * The Treasurer submitted a
statement from 25th of April to the gth of July, 1838, by which
it appears that the smn of £372 155, and g4d. had been disbursed
on account of the Rebellion and other disturbances, and it was
resolved to make application to the Executive Govt., to learn if
the same could not be refunded to the District frons the Provin-
cial Funds,”

The Sheriff was ordered to give an account of his dis-
bursements on account of the State Prisoners, who are now, or
have been lately in his custody, and that the same be also for-
warded to his Excellency with the request of a refund of the same.

E. H. SMYTHE.



NOTE ON OUR ATLANTIC STEAMSHIP SERVICE.

HERE have been various proposals before the public for
several years back, having in view the improvement of the
:ﬁtemnehip service between Canada and Great Britain. The sub-
ject has been discussed frequently in the press, it has engaged
.thc attention of Parliament, and large subsidies have been voted
in order to secure a Canadian line of steamships, not inferior in
build and speed to any on the ocean.

The means of communication between Canada and Great
Britain is a national question, and every individual who has a
word to say, who has a fact to produce or an opinion to express,
should not hesitate to give expression to it in some form. It is
surely of high importance to the Dominion and the Empire that
we should take the fullest advantage of the geographical position

which Canada occupivs on this Continent.

In common with every Canadian I feela lively interest in this

question. My interest is not lessened by the fact that T have
nes, at all seasons of the

crossed the Atlantic a great many ti

year, in every kind of weather, and by every rouate usually travel-
l}'“: that 1 have witnessed, throughout a period of more than
fifty years, the development of transatiantic steam navigation from
very small beginnings to the magniticent passenger-ships of to-
day ; that I have mysclf crossed the ocean in all kinds of craft,
from the old Quebec timber ship up to the Great Eastern: that
I have made the voyage in the first half of the century at an
average speed from port to port of less than three miles an hour,
and within the present year at more than twenty-two miles an
hour, the voyage in the one case occupying six weeks, and in the

other less than onc wees.
It having been my privileg
ing familiar with the occan voyage,
the views I have formed, in order simply
as my contribution, to what is known on the subject.
We all recognise that the river and estuary of the St. 1

e to enjoy opportunitics of becom-
I feel it my duty to submit
that they may be added,

~awretce
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is the great natural highway of the Dominion. The St. Lawrence
during the summer is reached from the ocean by two channels,
the Strait of Belle-Isle to the north of Newfoundland and Cabot
Strait to the south and west. The gulf and river St. Lawrence
admit the passage of ocean steamers to Montreal, a distance of
goo miles inland from Belle Isle. Of the two routes to the open
ocean that by the Strait of Belle Isle is the most direct from the
cities on the St. Lawrence to Europe. It is not used by the ship-
ping of other nations unless they are engaged in Canadian trade;
it is therefore practically and essentially a Canadian route of im-
mense value to Canada and Great Britain.

We cannot correctly estimate the value of the Belle-Isle route
without referring to certain peculiar climatic conditions which im-
pose a himit toits utility,  During the winter the St. Lawrence is
not available as ameans of communication.  Navigation closes by
the end of November, and when spring returns, although the river
and galf may be sufficiently free from ice in May to admit of ships
entering by Cabot Strait to ascend to Quebee and Montreal, Belle-
Isle remains practically closed until a later date. The more northe
ern entrance is not generally available for ships until the last half
of June, and the regulir mail steamers do not attempt to pass
before July 1st,

The explanation of this late opening of navigation by Belle-

Isle is well known. 1t is due to the fact that in the spring

months the Arctic current descends from the north along the La-
brador and Newfoundland coast, laden with innumerable icebergs
which extend a long way to sea and drift into the Straits in
the carlier months of summer so as to impede navigation. The
ice-drift varies from year to year. It may leave its source at an
carlier or later date than usual, and as a conscquiience its arrival
opposite Belle-Isle varies a few weeks: but late or carly, vessels
cannot enter the Straits until the icebergs have become suffi-
ciently reduced in number to admit an easy passage in open
water between them.  The Arctic current gradually carries the
ice southerly into warmer latitudes where it is melted, and hence
it is, that as the summer months advance the icebergs largely
disappear. In clear weather steamships have seldom much diffi-
culty in finding their way through the Belle-Isle passage, but it
is not so casy during fog. Al winds from the southward bring
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up fog, and during its prevalence the greatest caution has to be
exercised in order to insure safety. For a distance of 200 miles
?ﬂSf and 100 miles west of Belle-Isle, the icebergs may be looked
\::S,t ?{C?}?;OQ?:?;::C}] {1‘:11\: .been seen m.uch farther to the east :m.d
‘ . 1in these limits the track of steamers 1s
'ifre.ly'cntirely free from icebergs, although their number greatly
dln.nmshcs in the Jater months of summer. Fog and foggy weath-
Er 18, ho\'vevcr, the serious difficulty to be encountered in the ice
clt.  When fog appears, as it often docs, every captain who has
a due regard for life and property, atonce “slows™ his ship. 1f the
Spccd be 13 knots it will be reduced to one-half; whatever the or-
d”“""y speed of the ship, it must be reduced according to the
density of the fog; in the densest fog the engines must be stop-
K;—‘;’rzilllllcoic:l;e;.in orfler to insure safety. Capt. W, A, §|11itlx, of the
and Fisheries Department, to whom I am indebted for

nmf:h information, gives it as his opinion, the result of long ex-
perience in command of the Allan steamships, that *“in dense fog
or snow, storm, when a ship is within the limits of the ice track,
t!le only method to adopt is to stop the engines entirely, and sta.
tion extra men around the vessel's deck to look out for ice drifting
towards the ship from windward, or the ship being sct towards

other masses to leeward.” Unlike rocks and shoals, iccbeigs

drift with the ocean currents, and their exact position cannot be
shown on charts, hence the great anxicty they cause navigators

i thick weather.
Icebergs are often very numcrous in July.
the conditions are generally improved both with res

and icebergs. In October few icebergs are usually secn and some-
In clear weather, which nearly always pre-

amship may then pass at full speed
asional northeasterly

as casily navigated as

By Scptember
pect to fog

times none whatever.
vails with a north wind, a ste
with safety. In November there is an occ
snow-storm, otherwise the Straits are about
In October. Fog is not always absent, but it is not so common
in these two months, and generally there is less cause for anxicty.
Before the end of November, navigation by the waterway of the

St. Lawrence is practically closed.

With respect to the duration of fog o
some judgment can be formed from the re

n the Beile-Isle route,
cords kept at the stcam
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fog alarm stations. I have been unable to obtain returns for the
station on Belle-Isle, but I have been favored with copies of the
records for three years at Greenly Island, Forteau, Cape Norman
and Cape Bauld. These stations are in the Strait, the two first
near the western entrance on the Labrador side, the two last near
the eastern entrance on the Newfoundland side. According to
the returns the dutation of fog at each station in each month of
the season open to navigation for 1892 '93 and g4, was as follows :
FOG TABLE,.

Giving the maximum. mean and minimum dur

! ) ation of fog at four steam fog alarm
stations in each of the five

open months of 1892, '93 and ‘g4 :

MON LN Grerseyvln o Forreav.  C. Nowmax. C. Bauvwo. !
Hours, Houry Hours Hours, !
' Max EXTY 245 219 309
July Mean 192 225 173 107
. Min, 149 L 140 a3
\ Max. IR j2n 200 202
i Aug. Mean 32t i 10y 203
E { Min 11y t70 tie 10t
' Man, yy EXY 110 1o
Sept Mean 12 1Ny 90 T3]
| Min, 1oy 120 53 So
. \ M, te, 1 12, 208
Ut Mean thy 11 1y 155
{ Min. 28 KU 107 1o
\ Moax, 45 50 Ry} 103
Nov Mean 27 ) 41 o8
{ A, 22 12 6 2

The facts adduced show that there is the greatest possible ne-
cessity for vigilance and prudence in navigating these waters in
thick weather; that the comparatively slow vessels (from 12 to 14
knots) which have heretofore passed through the Strait, have
frequently to go at half-speed, and under certain circumstances

to stop altogether until the weather clears. It follows that if

swifter steamers were placed on the route, they would be com-

pelled to reduce their speed to the same requirements.  Such
being the case, it is obviously impossible for fast steamers under
ordinary circumstances to maintain a high rate of speed.  With
perfectly clear weather, when the icebergs borne by the Arctic
current have been dispersed, it might be possible for a zo-knot
steamer to make a *‘ record passage,” but such an event would be
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at rare intervals.  Experience goes to show that there is small
probability of making such passage in the first half of the season
an‘d seldom in any season. A 20-knot steamer could easily main-
lilll} her speed on that part of her voyage between the iceberpg
region and the British coast, but through the 3oo miles or more,
in which ice and fogs prevail, the average speed could scarcely be
reckoned at a higher rate than 6 or 8 miles an hour. For the re-
m;li.ning Soo miles to Montreal, I fear it would not be possible to
maintain full speed on much of the distance.  In day-light and
clear weather there would be nothing to prevent a zo-knot steamer
running at full speed ; but itis not always clear, and in a river with
rocks and shallows in cach side, with steamers and sailing eraft
passing frequently, with intricate turnings in at least portions of
fhe channel, the speed would very often have to be reduced, and
indeed it would be fortunate if at times the engines had not to be
stopped. For these reasons I am inclined to think that a con-
siderable reduction from full speed must frequently be expucted.
It is quite true that steamships constructed to run swiftly would
always have the advantage over slower vessgls, and that whenever
an opportunity offered they would have it in their power to pro-
ceed at the height of their speed, and in part make up lost time,
I have already said that, with a combination of favourable circum-

stances, rapid passages could be made on this route. \With no fog,
air weather and a clear sky, the swiftest

no ice, no snow, with f;
steamer could run at full speed, and it would under such circum-

stances be possible to make wonderfully quick passages.

The conditions of the route from the St. Lawrence to Great
abot Strait are not in all respects the same as
This route is available nearly two months
an the Belle-Isle route, but it is considerably
hen the navi-

In May the
anks of

Britain by way of C
those referred to.

carlier in summer th
less direct. There are from five to six months w

gation of the St. Lawrence is practically closed.
field ice which has since February accumulated on the b
Newfoundland begins to disperse, and icebergs appear in consid-
erable numbers, the advance guard of the stream of icebergs borne
south by the Arctic current. These icebergs drift some distance
westerly after passing Cape Race. In occasional years very few
are seen. Fog is not uncommon. Steamships can avoid much ice
by taking a southerly course across the banks, but field ice may
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be looked for early in May on the approach to Cabot Strait,
and in some years in the Gulf. In June very little fiald ice re-
mains, but during this month icebergs begin to appear off New-
foundland in numbers, rendering it necessary for ships to pro-
ceed with caution in foggy weather. In the Gulf, as elsewhere,
southerly winds invariably bring up fog, and ships for Quebec re-
quire to observe caution and reduce their speed according to the
density of the fog.

The reasons given for reducing the speed of steamships on the
Belle-Isle route apply to the Cabot Strait route, although in a less
degrec, as there is on the latter route more sea-room on much of
the distance, but the length of the voyage from Quebec to the
United Kingdom by way of Cabot Strait is considerably length-
ened.

It will be obvious that the two routes from the St. Lawrence to
Europe are closed for half the year : and that when they are open,
the navigation for more than one-third the distance from Montreal
to Great Britain is frequently unfavorable to rapid steaming, On
some portions of the distance, great speed if atte
a perifous proceeding.

The act confederating British North America exte
to the sea and created a new Dominion, w

mpted would be

nded Canada
ith physicai as well as
political features entirely different from the old Province. The
St. Lawrence was the only highway to old Canad
day that the Confederation act became law, provision was made
for creating new highways from open harbours on the Atlantic
coast line.  We cannot casily estimate the importance of these
ocean harbours.  Their value is priceless, providing as they do,
the means of communicating by stcamship with all parts of the
world at all seasons of the year. What would Russia exchange’
to-day for a harbour like Halifax in any part of lurope? \Would
not the Czar risk a great war and expend millions to possess a

port on the Atlantic coast, equal to any one of our Canadian
harbours ?

St. Andrew's, St. John, Halifax, L
the best known harbours on our seaboa

nected by railway with nearly all the p
Sydney

a, but on the

ouisburg and Sydney are
rd. They are each con-

rovinces of the Dominion.
and Louisburg are the nearest ports to Europe, but both

are open to objection as terminal points for trans-Atlantic steam-
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ers. Sydney is liable in the carly spring months to be blocked
with drift ice. Iouisburg has a limited capacity for large vesscls,
a'nd its entrance is somewhat exposed. Morcover, both ports are
situated on the island of Cape Breton, separated from the main-
land by the Gut of Canso. To cross the Gut a ferry involving
more or less inconvenience wonld be necessary.

Halifax comes next in order.  This is the most casterly avail-
able harbour in Canada, indeed on the Continent. Nautical men
arc united in the opinion that Halifax is “one of the best in the
world,” and that it is “casier of access and egress than any other

large harbour on the coast.”  From this harbour steamships of

any class may leave, at any condition of the tide, to cross the
ocean every day of the year. Fogs are not unknown on the coast
and are frequent at some seasons. Fog is a difficulty experienced
by navigators along the whole of the North American coast ; iLis
a common accompaniment of southerly winds.  The approaches
to Halfax are however of such a character that the larpest
steamships can gain access to or egress from the port with great-
er ease than at New York or Boston. With additional automatic
buoys, clectric lights and signals, the approach to the harbour of
Halifax can be still farther improved.  Unlike New York the cn-
trance channel is not tortuous and winding, and the passage
across the bar does not depend on the condition of the tide,
indeed, at Halifax there is no bar to obstruct the entrance.
Ships of any size can enter or depart at any hour by day or night.
The direct course to Great Britain passes Cape Race. This
course would be followed by steamships for eight months in the
year, but in the spring months, when navigation on the banks of
Newfoundland is more or lessimpeded by ice, it would be best to
follow the southerly course, taken by the New York steamers,
until the banks arc passed. The deflection would somewhat
lengthen the voyage and make the passage about half a day
longer, but it would obviate danger and all possible delays.
time to time been raised in the United
ligible port in the British islands fnr-thc
arrival and departure of trans-Atlantic steamers. The question
is not without importance, and it should be cousidered not 1n l.hc
interest of localities but in the general intcrest. Many steamships
now make Liverpool the terminal port, some g0 to Southampton,

A question has from
Kingdom as to the most ¢
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others to Scottish and Welsh ports. The New York mail steam-
ships touch at Queenstown, the Canadian mail steamers at Mo-
ville. Those of us who have travelled by the latter vessels are
familiar with the detention at Moville and the loss of time to both
passengers and ship. As far as can be seen, there is no sufficient
reason for the delay, which in some instances is nearly half
a day in the case of outgoing steamers, and any supposed advan-
tage can ke more than gained in another way without any deten-
tion. If the chart be examined it will be noticed that there is a
harbour on the track of the steamers to Liverpool, named I.och
Ryan, which possesses every advantage claimed for Moville with-
out any of the drawbacks. The chief reason given for steamships
calling at Moville is to accelerate the forwarding and delivery of
London letters ; with this object in view the mail bags are trans.-
erred from the incoming ship to the Irish railways and forwarded
via Dublin and the Irish Channel to Holyhead, thence by the
North Western Railway to London. By landing the mails at
L.och Ryan in place of Moville, London letters could be delivered
five hours sooner, and other advantages would be obtained. Loch
Ryan is on the coast of Wigtonshire, Scotland, a well sheltered
inlet from the North channel ; it is about seven miles in length to
the town of Stranraer, where railway connection is made with all
the trunk lines of Ingland and Scotland. The best water for
large ships is found at no great distance from the entrance, where
it would be quite possible to bring the trans-Atlantic steamship
and railway side by side. Compared with other well-known sea-
ports now used or proposed as terminal ports, there would be a
reduction in the length of sea voyage in favour of Loch Ryan.
The actunal distance from Canada to Loch Ryan is :—
30 miles less than o Milford Haven.

R1 . . Holyhead,
9o ’ . Southampton.
125 . . Liverpool.

Loch Ryan is in fact the nearest eligible harbour in the
island of Great Britain to the American Continent, and to my
mind presents great possibilities in connection with trans-Atlantic
travel. The following table will show that, with a single excep-
tion, by no other port could Canadian letters be carried to and
from London in less time than by way of Loch Ryan. The ex-
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ception is the harbour of Blacksod Bay in Mayo on the coast of
Ireland. A mail route by Blacksod Bay would however be open
to the same objection as the Moville route, that is to say, the in-
convenience inseparable from the packet sesvice between Dublin
and Holyhead with the double transfer on the crossing.

NEA VOVAGE. TIMK 10 LONDBON, i

ROUTKS BETWHEEN . H

1 - o ] i

! LONDON . . Hours via { Total houes ¢
Distance, Hours at  Dublin Houn, ' hetween

! N LAFA)
; AND HALIFAX. . . and i CHalifax and
Sea Miles. aoknots il head, rail anly London
. P— e oo e e —— U R | ——

- By Irish Ports i

i Moville ... . 22604 1y 17 b, : 130

b RBlacksod oL 2113 100 I3 S 123

Y Valencia. .. ... 1155 108 18 0 ... 126
Queenstown .. 222 1t 17, 18

By other Ports nvlhoﬁk
calling at Ircland .

Liverpool ........ 2465 123 e 4 127
Holyhead ... 4 1t o 6 12y
Milford .......... 2370 119 ‘ 6 1S
Southampton ... 2530 127 o 2 129
CLoch Ryvan ... ... 23140 17 8 124

In the table the speed is reckoned at 20 knots an hour at sea,
and the time between the several points and London is estimated
on the basis of the speed at present attained by railway traius on
land, and by steam packets between Dublin and Holyhead. A
Jower speed than 2o knots at sea would obviously give a somewhat
greater difference in time in favor of Loch Ryan than above stated.

The table brings out the fact that mails from Halifax could
be delivered in London via Loch Ryan in five hours less time
than by the Moville route, and in two hours less than by direct
steamship to Liverpool. If such be the case it is perfectly clear
that the establishment of a_ trans-Atlantic mail service by way of
Loch Ryan would be the means of accelerating the delivery of
letters to every portion of England and Scotland, more ex-
peditiously than by any existing route. Manufacturing centres in
Yorkshire for instance, would gain from 3to 5 houts ; other parts
of England 6 hours, while Glasgow, Edinburgh, and Scotland
generally, would gain 10 hours in connection with every out.
going and incoming trans-Atlantic mail.

Although Loch Ryan is in Scotland, it is in close proximity
to Ireland ; the sea passage across the North Channel is less than
half the distance from Holyhead to Dublin. Belfast, the most
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important centre of Irish industry
city in the United Kingdom to
than the nearest Scottish city.
steam ferry across the narrow ch
land, by which Belfast is brought within little more than two
hours of Loch Ryan. By this ferry the trans-Atlantic mails
could be delivered in Belfast from Loch Ryan in considerably
less time than they are now delivered from Moville, and thus,
paradoxical as it may seem, Ireland would share in t
advantage which would accrue from transferring the maj
from Moville to Loch Ryan,
The foregoing remarks bear on the practicability of a fast
Canadian steamship service more than on the policy of establish.
ing one. The evidence adduced goes to show that the great river
of Canada with its affluents penetrating so far into the continent,
is, and always will be of immense value as a highway for convey-
ing under certain limitations, the staple products of the country,
But our national waterway is, I fear, but ill-suited for a fast ser-
vice. We find in the western half of the voyage between Mon-
treal and Liverpool natural and unalterable conditions which for-
bid the running of ships at a uniform high rate of speed with
safety. If we had no ice, no fog, no snow, if we had always day-
light or clear nights, there would be no difficulty in maintaining
at full speed on the route the fastest steamships now or hereafter
to be constructed. To every Canadian, it would be no little grati-
fication to have, on our St. Lawrence route, the fastest mail ser-
vice between the two continents, but we must recognise that the
essential conditions to attain it are wanting. Ifthe ocean s to be
crossed rapidly with any degrce of regularity from the Dominion to
the Mother country and at the same time with safety, every fact
and all expericnce gocs to show, that it wil be expedient to leave
the St. Lawrence to its proper functions, and seek a more suit-
able route for a fast service from one of the splendid open harbours
on the Atlantic seaboard.
In considering this phase of the question, we must recognise
certain underlying principles which to a large extent govern the
transportation of the two great divisions of traffic. In passenger
traffic, specd and regularily are held to be primary considerations,
while in the transportation of freight, economy in transit is the frst

and Commerce, is the nearest
Loch Ryan, much closer in fact
There is at present an excellent
annel between Ireland and Scot-
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consideration, and speed takes a secondary place. These prin-
ciples have long been recognised on railways, and they are now be-
ginning to be considered in steamship navigation. Rapidity of
transit is not attained without enhancing the cost, and the ratio
of increase is greatly enhanced as the speed is accelerated, es-
pecially at sea. There are few articles of merchandise that can
profitably be transported at express passsenger train rates, and
few persons, when they can avoid it, desire to travel by slow
freight trains.

That these principles will in the end govern in the Atlantic
steamship scrvice, there can be no doubt.  Hitherto it has been
the practice to combine passenger and freight traffic by the same
ship, but all the circumstances point to the desirability of a
change of system. The combination is not necessary for speed or
the comfort ‘of passengers, and it in no way lessens the cost of
transporting merchandise. A ship constructed for the combined
traffic is a compromise ; as such it is either too slow fcr pas-
sengers, or too fast for freight, cr it suffers from both objce-
tions and consequently is unprofitable and unsatisfactory. So
long as passengers were content to travel at the low rate of
speed suitable for freight, the combination was justifiable and
ship-owners had no incentive to improvement. Travellers are
no longer satisfied, and there is a pressure to have the speed in-
creased, but to accelerate the speed and at the same time con-
tinue to carry freight with passengers would obviously be a mis-
take,

In the ferries between Holyhead and Dublin, between
Dover and Calais, and between many other points, the traffic
is properly classificd. Passengers and mails are casried in one
Steamer,-—goods and merchandise in another. The Atlantic
crossing is every year partaking more and more o‘f the char-
acter of a ferry, and the same reasons for classifying traffic as
carried on in the smaller ferries apply with equal if not greater

force to the ocean ferry. .
It is of the first importance that we should have on the St.

Lawrence route, steamships for the transportation of freight at
the lowest cost. As in vessels trading with the sister colonies in
the South Pacific, these steamships should be provided with
the best means of carrying perishable products, such as but-
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ter, fruit, beef, mutton, poultry, game, so that they might be
placed in the British markets in perfect condition. Our geo-
graphical position would give us an immense advantage over
Australasia in respect to the transit of all such products. No
tropical region has to be passed through, the voyage would be
comparatively short and there would be no necessity for car-
rying such products at extraordinary speed ; their preservation
in good condition would be as easily secured in a slow asina
fast steamship, while the slow steamship would offer the ad-
vantage of admitting their conveyance at a minimum expense.
We have no product which requires to be conveyed at the speed
demanded by passengers. If Australia, New Zealand and Tas-
mania can send enormous quantities of fresh butter, mutton,
beef and fruit on a six or seven weeks’ voyage across the tor-
rid zone, there should be no difficulty in sending similar products
on a’voyage of two weeks or less across the North Atlantic.

If the principles laid down are recognised as sound, and we
consider them in connection with the fact that the conditions
imposed by nature are unfavourable for rapid transit by the St.
Lawrence route, we are irresistibly led to these conclusions :—

(1) That any attempt to establish on the St. Lawrence route
a line of fast trans-Atlantic steamships to rival those
and from New York would result in disappointment.

(2) That our great waterway will always be employed to the
greatest advantage in conveyance of staple products and all ordin-
ary cargo merchandise at the lowest possible rates, and that to
secure low rates, it must-be carried in steamships of moderate
speed. .

(3) That steamships suitable for the trade of the St. Lawrence
in summer, would at the close of navigation find an open harbour

at 5t. John, New Brunswick, the nearest eligible Canadian seaport
for the cities on the St. Lawrence.

running to

(4) That if we desire to establish a Canadian line of passenger

steamships, equal in power and speed to any on the ocean, it will
be necessary to make it an * all year round line ”
best Atlantic sea-ports.

(5) That there is no more eligible harbour on the western side
of the Atlantic than Halifax in Nova Scotia, or on the eastern side

from one of our
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than Loch Ryan in Scotland ; and that between these two points
will be found the shortest available route across the ocean, which
can be used by fast steamships at all seasons of the year.

It is our common interest that the freest intercourse should
take place between the people of Canada and our fellow-subjects
in the United Kingdom. One of the best means of attaining
that end, is to have fast passenger steamships, good accommo-
dation and the lowest charges. In my view, a person in Winnipeg,
Toronto or Montreal, should be able to purchase a passage ticket
by the Canadian line, which would enable him to reach England,
Ireland or Scotland, at any season of the year, in less time and
at less cost, than by any other route. This important object can
be attained by establishing a line of steamers specially design-
ed for passengers and mails between Halifax and Loch Ryan.
To secure speed, regularity, accommodation, and low charges, a
subsidy would be required, and it must be gencrally admitted that
there are few objects for which public money could be more wisely
expended. Tt is not necessary that the steamships should be rich-
ly appointed or profuscly provisioned. Everything should be done
to secure safety ; there should be reasonable comfort; and the
passage tickets should be reduced to a uniform standard price;
those who desire luxuries, should be required to pay for them,
precisely as travellers on railways pay extra for Pallman or par-

lour cars.

Thetrans-Atlantic passenger and mail traffic has acquired enor-
mous proportions, and it is increasing yearly as improved facilities
are provided. listimates by well-informed authoritics, place the
number of persons travelling between the two continents, so high,
that if evenly distributed through the year, it would give an aver-
age of about 7000 cach way weekly. The best, the safest and the
swiftest steamships, invariably attract the best traffic. The
steamships running from New York draw Canadian passenger
traffic away from the St. Lawrence route, because these vessels
are much better than our own. Scarcely a steamship leaves or
arrives at that port without having many Canadian travellers,
both first and second class, on board. The condition would be
changed if we had a good service on the route, between Halifax and
Port Ryan ; and I am satisfied the passengers by this new Canadian
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route, would not be confined to our own people ; large numbers
would be attracted to it, by the reduction in the sea voyage from

3004 to 2340 nautical miles, and a corresponding reduction in
the time at sea.

In general passenger traffic, minor circumstances, consider-
ed by all but railway managers as of no great moment, often
turn the scale in favor of a newly established route. The short-
ening of the sea voyage by 664 miles would, with a 20-knot ship,
give 33 hours less at sea, itself an important consideration to
not a few, to whom sea travel is a continuous time of suffering.
It is quite true that Loch Ryan is further than Liverpool is from
London, the great objective point of most travellers. But
London can be reached by way of Loch Ryan sooner than by way
of Liverpool. Moreover, London is not the only point of attrac-
tion; therc arc historic places in all parts of the United King-
dom of deep interest to very many from the United States, as well
as from Canada. Loch Ryan is centrally situated ; it is connect-
ed with Ireland by the shortest steam ferry ; it is in close proximity
to the English lake district ; it is within the sphere of scenes made
memorable by deeds of valour, and by the literary works of gifted
men. Loch Ryan is on the margin of the land of Burns, of Scott
and Carlyle, to which travellers make their pilgrimages in increas-
ing numbers year by year. Then the fact, that Loch Ryan
is already connected with the great railway systems of the
three Kingdoms, will give it more than ordinary importance
as a terminal port for trans-Atlantic steamships.  The principal
railway companies will each be interested in a proposal, which,
if realized, would considerably augment their traffic; and it need
scarcely be remarked that if it benefited the railways, recipro-
cal traffic advantage would be conferred on the steamships.

The St. Lawrence is of the highest value to Canada as a great
national highway for the transportation of merchandise of all kinds,
and it would be a wise policy to develop it as a freight route to
the fullest extent. Investigation has satisfied me, however, that
It would, be unwise to incur a large expenditure in attempt-
ing to establish a fast passenger steamship service by this
route. I have formed this view, I confess, with great un-
willingness, and only from the conviction that such an attempt
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would most certainly be disappointing, and if persisted in, would
be attended with no small peril.

No one disputes the necessity for abandoning the St. Law-
rence as a mantime highway for traffic in winter. Equally its
climatic conditions will prevent this route being used by fast
steamers in summer. [ am fully in sympathy with those who
are reluctant to take this view, and, unwillingly abandon the hope
of securing a successful fast service on the St. Lawrence route.
The facts, however, are uncontrovertible, and the climatic con-
ditions are unalterable.

The Canadian Government has constructed one railway, and
assisted in constructing a second railway to Halifax. The
expenditure on both lines has been for national purposes. Is it
not in the public interest that these railways should be utilized
to the fullest extent for national needs? Would not a line of fast
steamships constituting a regular ferry from the shores of Canada
to the shores of Great Britain so utilize them?  May we not cor-
rectly view such a line of fast steamships in the light of a cor-
ollary to the railways? Is not the ocean ferry wanted to com-
plete the means of communication and make closer the connection

between the Dominion and the Mother country?
SANDFORD FLEMING.
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PLANT LOCOMOTION.

—

division of®vegetable physiology that has received much
attention of recent years, is that dealing with plant move-
ment. The power of movement exhibited by plants is so varied
in its character and manifests itself in so many different ways,
that no very satisfactory classification of movements has yet been
suggested. In many cases where plants exhibit power of move-
ment, the motion extends to a part only of the plant body, and
so results in change of form. Of this character are the move-
ments of mature members either automatically or under the in-
fluence of external stimuli, and are called movements of variation.
Movements of growth are of a similar character insomuch that
they usually affect parts only. Tt is not the purpose of this paper
to consider either of these, but to call attention to a few well-
marked cases of movement of a plant body as a whole, which
may appropriately be termed plant locomotion. It will be at
once obvious that this power of locomotion or entire change of
position can belong to plants of the lower orders only, or to what
may be called embryonic conditions of higher plants. It is ex-
hibited by many spores of different kinds, and by a number of

mature plants all of which are found among the lower forms of
alga,

Plants that possess power of locomotion may be divided into
three classes. (1) Those that have an amceboid movement.
They are plants without cell wall, and exhibit the ordinary flow-
ing or ama:boid movement, by means of pseudopodia, which is a
characteristic of all naked, unorganized protoplasm. They are
not numerous, and are confined tc one class of plants, the
Myxomycetes. (2) Those plants that possess distinct and easily
observed organs of locomotion. These organs are generally in
the form of cilia, and produce motion by their rapid vibratory
motion in the water. (3) Those plants which possess no discern-
ible organs of locomotion and whose method of producing motion
is not yet understood.

Of the first class nothing further need be said, Of the se-
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cond, a good example is furnished by an organism often found in
stagnant rain-water in warm weather, and known by the name of
Hzmatococcus. If a drop be taken from a vessel in which rain-
water has stood for some days 1n summer, and placed under a
micruscope, a number of bodies may be seen gliding backward
and forward across the microscopic field. Their motion is too
rapid to permit their structure to be observed, but if a little solu-
tion of iodine be run under the cover glass very gradually, their
motion becomes slower and soon stops altogether. It can then
be seen that the bodies are pear-shaped with two very fine, trans-
parent hairs (cilia) projecting from the pointed ends. These
bodies are not now thought to be mature plants, but only a stage
in the development of the low form of Alga known as Protococcus.
Their motion is produced by the vibration of the cilia, and by
observing carefully as they gradually come to rest, it may be seen
to be of two kinds, a forward or progressive motion, and accom-
panying this, a rotation about the longer axis.

1t frequently happens that if a bottle of water be dipped up
from a clear pool with a weedy bottom, and looked through to-
wards a bright light, small, spherical, green bodies, about as large
as a small pin-head, may be secen.  They move about with a re-
volving motion, are evidently vegetable in thew character, and
are known by the name of Volvox (Latin zolio).  On examin-
ation under the microscope they are found to be hollow spheres
made up of cells, each of which is almost exactly like a Haema-
tococcus. They have their pointed ciliated ends out, and by the
lashing of the cilia produce the rolling motion.  These two
plants furnish good cxamples of the kind of motion due to the

action of cilia.

The Oscillatorias furnish the best type of the third class. By
the sides of dirty stagnant pools, along streams containing large
quantities of sewage, or sometimes on decaying wood where
water is dripping, may often be found a dirty-looking scum, deep
blue-green or almost black in color. When viewed under a
high power of the microscope (400 to 500 diameters) this scum is
found to be made up of slender blue-green filaments, most of
which are not more than .01 of a millimetre (.0004 inch) in dia-
meter. These filaments are composed of numerous cylindrical
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cells joined end to end, the articulations being more or less dis-
tinct. The most remarkable thing about them is the fact that
when fresh and growing they are always in motion, so that when
seen for the first time by one who is not accustomed to such
things, they are invariably supposed to be little green worms.
They have a three-fold motion. One end of the filament vibrates
from side to side with a very regular motion, while the other end
remains almost motionless, hence the name. One is at first
very naturally led to look upon the ends as being anterior and
posterior, especiaily as there accompanies this oscillating motion
a forward movement of the whole filament in the direction of the
vibrating end. Attentive observation for a few minutes, however,
shows that there is really no difference of ends for the motion of
a filament, may frequently be seen to change from one end to the
other., The end which is so situated as to possess, for the time
being, the greatest freedom seems to be the one that moves.
The third motion is a rolling one and is much harder to recog-
nize than the other two. The writer first became aware of it
while watching a filament, a part of which had been broken off.
There remained at the end a torn part of the wall of a ruptured
cell which was broken across obliquely. This projecting part
could easily be seen to be alternately on opposite sides. A plant
belonging to the same order is Spirulina. It has a similar power
of motion, but differs from Oscillaria into being twisted into a
spiral instead of being a straight filament. Ifa quantity of mud
containing cither of these plants be placed on a watch-glass and
kept moist, the plants work their way out of the mass and form,
all around, a beautiful layer of deep green, in which it is possible
with the naked eye to detect the radcate structure produced by
the filaments.

Nearly every one who has done anything at the study of micro-
scopic forms has frequently seen in the field of the microscope
small boat-shaped bodies, usually of a brownish color, gliding along
with a zigzag motion. They belong to that little understood
class of organisms called diatoms. Whether they be plants or
animals they are not highly organized, but consist of a protoplas-
mic cell enclosed in a delicate flinty ‘wall or shell, consisting ©
two parts which fit over each other like a pill-box and its lid. N©
sign of any organ of locomotion has ever been seen.
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The question as to how locomotion is effected in the Oscillarias
and diatoms is one on which several different opinions are held
by physiologists. Some think it is produced in some way not yet .
understood by the mucilaginous substance which invests the
organism, and which is believed by those who hold this view to
be protoplasm. Others think that cilia are protruded at some
point or points of the body, but that they are so delicate and
transparent that they have thus far escaped detection. Others
again contend that the movements are the results of osmic action
in the cells. :

There seems to be little that can be said in support of any of
these theories, and they may be regarded as mere guesses, which '
may be correct or may be very far from the truth. It is probable
that the last mentioned has the greatest number of advocates
among those competent to form an opinion.

. Richarp Lurs.

REMARKS ON THE MAIN LINE OF TENDENCY IN
GREEK AND HEBREW RELIGION.

HIS much at least may be said with truth as to the evolu-

tion both of Hellenism and of Judaism, that it tended to.
wards an elimination of anthropomorphic conceptions of God and
issued in an uncompromising assertion of His transcendence.
This is conspicuous in Greece. In Homer the Gods are merely
men raised to an indefinitely higher power, immortal, joyous,
beautiful and strong, feeding on nectar and ambrosia instead of
bread and wine. A man may become a God simply by eating
their food. Odysseus chooses not to do so; he rejects the offers
of Calypso to that end and prelers, in his love for wife and native
land, to remain a man. The Gods partake of human banquets;
visibly present in remote times and places—among the Athi-
opians for instance—and in the disguise of men among the heroes
in the actual day-light of the tale. The charm of the Epic is
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largely due to this close and living communion with the divine.
It is a prophecy of what meets us again on a higher plane in the

Pauline word ; ** Whether ye eat or drink, or whatever ye do, do
all to the glory of God.”

But this approximation of the divine and human is effected
quite as much by the depression of the divine to the standard of
the average sensual man, as by the elevation of man to the god-
like possibilities of his nature. The Homeric fellowship with
God is premature; too cheaply purchased. It is a familiarity
which breeds contempt.  Before such close intercourse with the
Gods could profit, the Gods themselves had to undergo purifi-
cation; the sense of sin had to be deepened, the infinite exigency
of the divine holiness had to be felt. Hence the process in Greek
religious thought is clearly seen to be a scparation of God to a
remoter distance. It is the growing conviction so strongly mark-
ed in Aischylus and Sophocles of the awfulness of the divine. It
culminates in the profound and awe-struck sense which is the bur-
den of Greek Tragedy, of that majestic order of the Universe to
which man must conform or perish. The joyousness of the old
Homeric faith is conspicuously wanting here. Stern resignation
and submission is the key-note. The last word of this light-heart-
ed sunny Greek religion is the fear of God.  Its most characteristic
symbol is found in the terrible Erinyes. Essentially the same
movement is scen in the abstract remoteness which is so striking
a feature of Plato's and Aristotle’s conception of God. These
philosophers only unfolded into a clear and reasoned expression

what was implicitly contained in the best religious feeling of their
time.

The very same process in substance may be seen in Israel.
The tribal God Iahveh is to begin with practically on a level in
the eyes of his worshippers with the Gods of the surrounding
tribes; that is, he is confined like them in his jurisdiction to the
limits of the tribal territory. There is, however, a vast dis-
tinction. He is above all the God of Righteousness. Hence he
could and indeed must become the God of the whole earth. The
prophets see clearly that he is not the God of Israel only, but
that Cyrus and all kings are his servants. The book of Jonah
shows in the clearest way the controversy with the old narrow
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conceptions and the transcendence of them.  Jonah thinks that
if he can get outside the bounds of Palestine, the Lord will have
no more to do with him. He finds that he cannot flee from His
presence ; and that His care extends not only to the wicked and
distant Ninevites, but also to their children and cattle.

Similarly the naive anthropomorphism in other respects,
many traces of which still remain in the earlier books of the Old
Testament, in spite of their having been worked over by redac-
tors inspired with the prophetic spirit, gradually gives way to
more spiritual conceptions.  The parts and passions freely as-
cribed to Jonah are eliminated.  This process is carried so fur
in the Alexandrian school, that God becomes the abstraction of
pure Being. Evenin the Palestinian schools, where there is real-
!y little suspicion of Greek speculation having exerted any sens-
ible influence, reflection had reached nearly the same point.
The very nanie of God became too sacred for utterance. He had
been etherealized almost into nonentity.

It was in this extreme and one-sided expression of the trans.
cendence of God that the religious thought of the ancient world
culminated.  Jesus restored His immanence, retaining all the
lofty spirituality and awe-struck sense of the divine holiness
which had been worked out in the long course of the centurics,
He combined with that the living and joyous sense of the omni-
presence of God in all nature and in the heart of man; in the
sparrow which falls not to the ground without the Father's care,
in the beauty of the lilies of the field, in the indestructible yearning
after good which He found even in publicans and sinners. Thus
Jesus brings back once more the youth of the world. In Him
we find again that intimate consciousness of fellowship with the
divine, which is so sweet in the fair humanities of old Religion.
But how much enobled and purified! The joy of this commun-
ion is secured from all sensuous taint because it is based upon

a deep sense of the awfulness and holiness of God.
JonuN MACNAUGHTON.



CURRENT EVENTS.

[ —

IN Europe the eternal Eastern Question takes precedence of

all others, but it begins to look as if it would be settled in
ourday. The death struggles of a nation or race extend over a
long period, and when the peculiar history of the Ottoman. clan
and of the Sultan’s Government, and the momentous interests in-
volved, are considered, it is not wonderful that the struggles should
have been protracted beyond the usual term.  As long as Turkey
had to fight only against neighbours like Hungary, or Austria, or
Russia, wars went on with varying success; but when, seventy
years ago, Britainand France, influenced by zeal for Greece, took
sides with Russia and destroyed the Turkish fleet at Navarino, the
beginning of the end came. Twenty or thirty years later, the Czar
Nicholas told the British Ambassador that they had, in Turkey,
a sick man on their hands, and that the time had come to dis-
pose of his effects. He was willing that Britain should have
Egypt and Crete, at the. very least, as her share; and he pro-
fessed bimself to be not very anxious to possess Constantinople.
In the interest of the long-crushed nationalities, Roumania,
Bulgaria and Servia, not to speak of other Christian Provinces
in Europe and Asia Minor, as well as in her own interest, the
Czar’s bribe was rejected ;- and the Crimean war pressed Russia

back for a generation, and gave Turkey a breathing-time. Now,

it is the turn of Britain to declare that Turkey is hopelessly sick ;

but Russia is determined not to permit the creation of any more
buffer-nationalities on either side of the Bosphorus. France, un-
fortunately, can no longer afford to listen to the promptings of
her best heart or her old chivalrous teeling for the oppressed.
She can think only of Alsace and Lorraine. . As she can hope to
regain those palpitating parts of herself only through a Russian
Alliance, her support is given to Russian policy in the East and
the farther East, no matter how much opposed to her own ideas
or even to her ultimate interests that policy may be. Germany
is too much overshadowed by Russia to throw the colossus entirely
into the arms of France, and thus it happens that simply because
of the Franco-Prussian war, the three great military powers
of the world are practically united, under the leadership of
Russia, for evil, if not for good. The British people are stirred to
the depths by the atrocities of the unspeakable Turk, but single-
handed they know that they are helpless. They could force the
Dardanelles with their fleet, shell Constantinople, and depos® -
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the Sultan. An army of occupation would necesrasily follow,
and the great war would commence. Would it be right to as-
sume such a responsibility ? Certainly not, unless they acted un-
der a mandate from humanity. The other * Christian’’ nations
“would repudiate any title in Briain to make such a claim. The
bombardment of Alexandria necessitated the occupation of Egybt.
But, although the blessings of peace, justice and ordered govern-
ment have come to the fellaheen, and of security and prosperity
" to the bond-holders of the Egyptian debt in' consequence, the
only thanks she receives from the rest of the world come
in the form of denunciations of her ‘“greed.” Her advance
up the Nile will rescue the Soudan from the atrocities of the
derviches, but even Americans see in it only another proof
of her rapacity. The oue-eyed might see that it is in the
common interest that civilization should replace barbarism, es-
Eeclally when the civilized country asks no special privileges for
er own exporters or importers, but throws the doors open to all
alike ; but this free trade policy has brought with it amazing
wealth, and it has always been the fate of the wealthy to be en- -
vied or hated. Both Mr. Balfour and Mr. Chamberlain have
publicly invited the co-operation of the United States in effecting
the deliverance of Armenia, but the great Republic made no sign.
Kind-hearted people, having subscribed money—enough to build
perhaps one gunboat—sent it to the missionaries to buy bread for
the starving, and they are now taking credit to themselves for their
generosity. We, in Canada, did a little along the same line. It
= doubtful if we acted wisely or well. We gave a certain amount
of relief to our own tortured feelings, but that was about all. Ifwe
cannot enter upon a real crusade to deliver an ancient Christian
people from unutterable outrage and massacre, is it well to prolong
their tortures? If we can do nothing to prevent what Professor
Ramsay calls “ this last most gigantic crime in the history of the
whole world, a crime in comparison with which everything that
was hitherto most accursed in history sinks_into insignificance ®y
then, as he bids us ‘‘ let us remember this time that the kindest
way is to let the almost naked, quite-starving people, die quickly,
and not dole out again enough bread to preserve them for longer
misery.” Let us cease, at any rate, calling upon Britain to dare
everything when we dare nothing. Britain, backed by the United
States, would do anything for justice and liberty in any part of the
world ; but our willingness to sacrifice is like that of Artemus Ward
who would freely offer up all his first wife’s relations to save the Un-
“jon, and the humanity of the United States is circumscribed by the
Monroe doctrine. The country that was willing to go to war
rather than see Venezuela suffer a fancied wrong, 1S shocked at
the idea of striking a blow at the Turk! Why ? The one matter
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was cis-Atlantic the other trans-

Atlantic. There we have the
all-sufficient explanation.

Principles are bounded by 19““;3,2
Washington’s farewell advice not to make ‘“‘permanent allianc >
with European powers was the utterance of wisdom, 1n Sp]teBlit
its being denounced at the time by the organs of ]effgrson-f (heir
even the utterances of prophets must be read in the light of ti s
times ; and besides a union with Britain to save the Armenja

need not be a permanent alliance, ‘

There being no hope in the direction of the United Statesﬁ iz

there any in the direction of Russia, now that Prince Lobano o
dead? Isa change of Russian policy likely to be one of ths res
sults of the Czar’s visit to Balmoral? The royal family 'shat e
the feelings of the British people, and their influence wit Yok
young Czar ought to count for something. The Duke of ith
was his great friend, and he looks yp to the Prince of Wa]eSfWhis
respect and confidence. The influence of the Queen and 0 that
wife must tell on the same side. To all this, it 1s alrISWEWd,Czar.
Russian policy is independent of the feelings or will of the titu-
That I take leave to doubt, The personality of even a cons e
tional Monarch counts for something, and in Russia where lauost
cracy is the great reality, the will of the Czar must mean 2 [‘zms
everything, except when it runs counter to national convlct; tc;
traditions or passions. . But what could be more acceptab eian
the sympathies and longest cherished desires of the .RUS'Z at
people, than the possession of Constantinople. That prize ]has
last within their grasp, with the good will of the power th%t- aé
at least on two historic occasions, said them nay. Wlth F on

- a basis of agreement and with the moral force of Chl‘lSt"*‘“dodm
their side, a reasonable settlement ought not to be beyon
resources of wise and strong men. 11 in future

Thisat any rate, is clear, that no British Ministry will in Eor a

trust the word or the treaties of the Turkish Government. '

| v / sjer tO
long time it was reasonable to believe that it would be easier
extort concessions

. r
: ; from a dependent power than to SubSt'tUtzno
1t an irresistible despotism ; but when the concessions were e
on paper and the forms of government have been used only tlosa e
to forcibly proselytise, to outrage, and to marder by whole
then, to bear longer is to become partaker in the crimes. t be-
solution must and shall be found. " The probabilities are tha'] ‘be
fore long the reign of the warlike Ottoman clan in Europe Wltee5
over, and that even in their Asiatic dominions effectual guaran een
for their good behaviour will be taken. One Province has mea-’
wrested from their horrid rule this summer, thanks in grgaa:l nce-
sure to the attitude of Britain. The fair Island of Crete is henz*

()}
forth to have much the same autonomy as the Lebanou. F
this, thanks to Lord Salisbury., :
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Not only has Britain rescued Crete from barbarism, but she is
doing the same for the Soudan by means of the Anglo-Egyptian
army and her gunboats on the Upper Nile. Contrary to Genersl
Gordon’s advice, Mr. Gladstone abandoned the whole of a vast
region once Egyptian to the Mahdi. The delusions of Mahdism
were fostered by our retreat, and the ferocious warriors of the
desert were let loose to prey onthe wretched people. Gordon fore
told that we would be forced to intervene, sooner or later and th .
hour hag come. A partially regenerated Egypt was bec’omin :
temptation to the dervishes. Rapine would not have ccnﬁ§ d
itself to exhausted lands, Slatin Pasha’s report of 1 i

In popular dis-
content and of the shaky condition of the Khalifa’s power, as
well as the Italian defeat by the Abyssinians, indicated that now
was the time to strike. In General Kitchener, an Engineer offi-
cer thoroughly acquainted with Egypt, Lord Wolseley has appar-
ently found the right man for the work. So far, although he has
had to fight cholera, cyclones and sun-baked deserts, besides
well-armed, death-defying warriors, he has made no mistake, and
his losses have been trifling. No one will be satisfied, if he is or-
dered to stop at Dongola. Every mile of advance must be secur-
ed, but the final objective must be Khartoum, the key to the
whole Soudan. It gained, bur way will be clear to Uganda, where
the work of civilization is progressing wonderfully. Egypt will
then, for the first time in history, control * the river which is her
life,”” from the mouth to the source. :

It is extremely difficult to forecast the issue of the electoral
contest now waging in the United States. It is conceded
that the North and East will be solid for McKinley. He is
a man of no original force, but any stick is good enough to
beat a dog with, and as there were enough war-Democrats to re-
elect Lincoln in 1864, so there are now enough sound-mouney
Democrats to give the North and East to a commonplace poli-
tician in preference to a crude revolutionist. It is also conceded
that the South will be solid for Bryan The old poor white trash
of anti-bellum days are ignorant as ever, and they constitute a
majority of the voting population. There is a ““New South,”
but it is questionable if it can carry a single State. But what
will the mighty Western States do? The future of the Country
is with them, but the contending forces are on so vast a scale,
that thoughtful and well-informed men feel unable to predict the
result of the voting on the 3rd of November. International bi-
metallism is plainly practicable, and eminent thinkers in every
country do not hesitate to express a preference for it; but it
seems inexplicable that a sane man should think it possible for
any one civilized country to make the experiment of coining all
the silver that might be offered and making it legal tender, at al-
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most double its commercial valuye.
men owning silver mines or silye
earning masses, for the honest an
have saved and invested sound
amounting in many cases to ruin,
fifty-three cents into one hu
into a dollar, As wel] ¢

Advantageous it would be fof
r bullion; but for the Waglfo
d thrifty farmer, for all V]VSS
money, it would mean IO >
If the Government can ’t“;t
ndred by its fiat, it can turn.ot}?-cl‘f .
use dynamite to split a pumpkin, odis-
Nasmyth hammer to crack a nut, as use serious argument tortain
pose of such a claim. But none the less, Mr. Bryan is ce o ds
to command millions of votes, and among these are thouﬁate]_
of intelligent men. He depends, however, not so much on mred
ligence as on popular delusions, which have been long fost; ot
and which nothing but bitter experience will dissipate; an Sise
popular discontent which, he should remember, makes more “.on s
on the street than at the polls, The protectionist c.lelust1 o
which his opponents cherish are not likely to be dissipate o
any other way, save by nature’s old plan of making men suffer

their folly. Tt therefore seems to me that no matter which’[‘sﬁ‘;;
wins, the result will be bad for the masses of the people. :
are restricted to Hobson’s choi

ce, and the victory of either Caﬂdn‘t

date means for them a brief season of more or less extravaga
indulgence, to be followed by a long and bitter repentance. hat
But, which side is likely to win? It seems incre$11*21‘51,'1‘{el y
Bryan should succeed. Giving him the solid South, is it lt s

that neither Kentucky nor Iowa nor Illinois, nor any S ?he
south of the Potomac or west of the Wabash, can be kept on the
side of common sense and common honesty ?  If not, thenl. h-

experiment of unrestricted popular Government by Englis

ense with “ Thou shalt not steal.” T}(‘)‘;
ffrage and the ballot-box are panaceas o
e a delusion ; but a limited experience las
onic and kindred races could use,t_heré‘.ﬂi_
cation and government. To submit 11 o
cult fiscal and economic problems to the judgment of a who

. ; s
strain on the modern system ; but, it wa
said, not too great a strain in a

country so favourably situated ?15
the United States, where the democracy is territorial or land-ol‘l?"to '
ing, where the voters listen and read, where there is a churc x
every five hundred souls, and where traditions and literature € A
ercisestrong conservative influences. We need not surrender holz ¢
until it is certain that Bryan has captured the solid West. AsY _
there is no proof of that. e capture of the Democratic rnact.c
ine was a wonderful achievement ; byt then the Democratel'
party always included many of the worst elements in the Sts- t(;
and on this occasion a variety of circumstances combine

notion that universal sy
all societies, is of cours
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make the worst predominant.  The gaod elements have acted
wisely in organising themselves and getting a ticket in the field
that combines sound money and sound views. on the tariff.
When the debauch of the majority is over, they may be glad to
find a saving remnant of the old party round which to rally again

We must remember that many causes contributed to the ca :
ture of the Chicago Democratic Convention by the Silveritesp'
and also that the great mass of the voters who support Br an
have no intention of repudiating their own obligationg or of);.dn
vocating a general repeal of the Decalogue. The solid busi .
men and the cultured classes who constitute the old Gua gessf
the historic Democratic party, were paralyzed by the acti;n g[
the Senators who forced the Gorman bill down the throat of
Congress, and still more by Mr. Cleveland’s message on Vene-
zuela. As The Nation put it, they felt like soldiers whose
general has gone mad on the eve of battle, and they relapsed in-
to something like the apathy of despair, and surrendered the
reins into the hands of Tillman, Altgeld, Bland and other lead-
ers of what, in the language of the French Revolution, would be
called “the Mountain.”” Then, popular oratory goes for much
in U. S. politics. The people have fed on highly spiced talk
at political conventions for generations, almost from their youth
up ; and oratory has to become more and more spiced to stir their
jaded palates.  This is the explanation of the red-hot language
habitually used towards Britain by both parties. Not one-half,
perhaps not one-quatter, is meant. The orator’s tongue is often
in his cheek. But the tail-twisting relieves the meeting from
dulness, and it gives a dash of excitement to the monotonous
lives of the many. Leaders who would lead must talk the lang-
vage of the people. The demand creates the supply, and the
supply does as little towards extinguishing the thirst as brandy
does.. The inevitable cry is for “ more brandy!” Baut, it leads
to intellectual confusion to tamper with the current coin of
thought. Words are sacred. They should be used to express
exactly what we think. And when newspager articles, and speech-
es delivered to conventions, crowds or Congress, are mere “ bluff,”
‘that is, not only not truth, but not even the honest expression
of opinion, Nemesis is sure to follow, in the form of a people given
over to strong delusion to believe lies. That Western farmers
should entertain a grudge against the allied forces of Gold and
Protection, of Eastern manufacturers and omnipresent combines,
is not to be wondered at.  Dimly they see that therc is no poss-
ibility of protecting them, and that their only salvation is in
absolute freedom of exchange, unhindered by tying their currency
down to a basis, which they believe has led to the apprect-
ation of gold. ~Why should a country which exports far
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more than it imports, be kept in dread of demands for gold to
export ? That, they think, is the reason why, instead of being
able to pay interest on a mortgage with one hundred bushels of
wheat, as when the loan was contracted, they have now to Pa}:
two hundred bushels. We are in bondage to ‘“ the gold-bugs,
they cry, and for them to talk to us about honesty is to add 10-
sult to injury. They are certainly in bondage to the Manufact-
urers, and when Mr. Bryan says, I am for free wool, in order
that the vast majority of the people who do not raise sheep, but
who do want warm clothing to protect them from the blasts ©
winter, may have their clothing cheaper,” ten must agree with him
for one who disagrees. As to what combines can do, they and-
we are having an object lesson. Eleven coal Barons have de-
cided to levy $50,000,000 on the consumers—and who is not 2
consumer—of coal, by limiting the out-put and raising the price
of anthracite, The Barons have chosen a bad timeto show their
power. Their little finger is thicker than the loins of the robber
Barons of the middle ages. - Again, the Railways discriminate
against the farmer, and though he has tried for years to force
them to treat him fairly, by means of the Inter-State law, master-
ful managers evade the law and laugh at his efforts. These
causes have bred an immense amount of discontent in the West.
Though not enough to insure Bryan’s election, for the social pyra-
mid has a very broad base in every great State, the discontent 13
there, it is travelling East, and it will have to be reckoned with;
as a permanent factor in the situation. It portends sooner Of
later, a struggle, taking the forn, of socialistic schemes enforcé
by law, between the “Haves” and the  Have nots,” in the
land where the pdroud boast, “ Uncle Sam has a farm for every
man,” once sounded out from the house-tops.

All This and more must be clear to thepmen of wealth in the
States. Should then Mr. Bryan come at all near winning, what
will they do to avert the threatened Deluge ? History tells us
that in similar circumstances they have stirred up a popular wal,
as a sufficient excuse for having a strong standing army. In 1861,
Mr, Seward proposed in writing to the newly elected President, t©
plunge into foreign, in order to avert civil war. Men much less
scrupulous than Seward would not hesitate to attack others in
order to save themselves. May the great common sense © th‘?
American people spare capitalists from being tempted overmuch
A duty devolves on us also. We must take out of the way
everything that provokes anger, hold out the hand of friendshiP
to our neighbours, strengthen all that makes for peace an
righteousness on both sides of the line, and at the same time act
as a self-respecting people, instead of living in a fools’ paradisé:

The General Election of 1896 is likely to mark an epoch 1%
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Canadian history as distinctive as that of 1878. It i :

that one party has taken the place of another. | That heppens in
all democratic countries, for as yet the people have di bp
other instrument for giving effect to "theix? will lfutlstchovelied Sy
party’system.  As each party includes about. half .of the people,
~ there s really no way of giving the whole people a share i elpeop]e,
of’government save by allowing an innings tl:) eachare intae work
Eighteen years was an innings of exceptional dul.aﬁpartv in turn.
compared with the Australias, where the life of a gn’b‘eSPeClauy
ages scarcely eighteen months. A number of causesa met_baver.
to strengthen one party in Canada and to weaken the ct?ntrl uted
at last the tide turned, and it looks as if it would ﬂowo s:er.d'lBPt
the opposite direction for a good while. Prophecies are ?riell Y in.
dulged in that the Government will break in pieces duringytlf?g;
present Parliament, but signs point the other way. It is com-
posed of able men, and if they had not learned by their own ex-
perience that the indispensable condition of success, under our
system, is loyality to their leader, they have surely been taught it
by the instructive object lesson exhibited by their predecessors,
who fell, neither on the tariff nor the Manitoba question, but be- .
cause they would neither follow their leader loyally nor conceal
their disagreement with him and with one another. So strong
was the political combination that had been built up by Sir John
A. McDonald, that, in spite of twelve Cabinet resignations in
twelve months, it would have retained power had it not been for
Quebec. Whether the result there was due to race sympathy for
Laurier, or to resentment at clerical dictation, or to the failure
of the National Policy, or to disgust at the dissensions of the
Cabinet, or to quarrels about patronage, or to all combined, may
be disputed, but it is clear that the hierarchy is not so omnipotent
as is sometimes assumed, or at any rate that it cannot pit itself
with safety against racial feeling. The true policy for the Con-
servative party in these circumstances would be to rest on their
arms and allow the influence of time to heal their schisms and
to distupt their opponents forces. Instead of this, they challenge
divisions which range against them the independent members,
who represent a force in the country immensely greater than their
voting power, and which knit the supporters of the Government
together. The Liberals are not at one on the tariff question, and
yet it is by their trade policy that they must stand or fall. Some
of them are protectionists, others urge a policy of thorough Free
Trade, and others are commercial unionists; others see that though
Free Trade should be kept in view, the goal can be reached only by
eradicating suckers and other monstrous growths and by a series
of piecemeal and tentative efforts. This last 1s evidently Mr.
Laurier's position, and the members of his Cabinet will have to
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adopt it or resign. He is quite right in demanding time for 10-
. vestigation and decision.  Possibly he may be able to arrangé
for a fair Reciprocity Treaty with the States, and that would
be a great stroke In the interval, the policy of the oppo-
sition must suit him admirably, for everything that rallies his
followers more closely round him makes his success more assured
with the present Parliament. His hope must be that during the
next five years, sufficient liberation will be given to trade to con:
vince the country that on that path only is abiding commerc::dl
posperity to be found. The difficulty of framing a tariff that will
give the maximum of relief to the great body of the peopl\e,"”t.h
the minimum of disturbance to soundly established industries 15
of course considerable, but it is one of detail and not at all be-
yond the grasp of men like Cartwright, Fielding and Pattersom,
provided only that they are allowed reasonable time for the work.
To taunts about the inconsistencies of previous utterances, thei
sufficient answer is that the people knew all that and yet entrusted
the Government to their hands. The people assumed that the new .
Cabinet would pay more regard to the present business condition
of the country than to the old speeches of this or that individual.

The discussion on obtaining money for necessary expenses
Warrants signed by the Governor-General was a pure waste O
‘time. What else could the Government do, in the circumstances ?
It was idle to plead against them that the difficult circumstances
were of their own creating, because that was one of the points
submitted to the electorate for judgment, and the judgment Was
given in their favour. Mr. Foster made an able technical speec
on the subject, but it was wholly technical, and—just because ©
his earnestness—it seemed to indicate a mind of that order rather
than the mind of a statesman. :

In both of these discussions the brief addresses of the membef
for East Toronto showed a downright * horse sense’” that was ¢
freshing, and that showed how advisable it is to have genuine in-
dependents in the House. The House never goes to sleep while
he or McCarthy is speaking, and the country reads everything
they say. Dr. Weldon was a member of the same class, an
distinctly elevated the tone of every discussion in which he to0
part. It is to be hoped that neither he nor the Honourable Mr-
Dickie tas decided to retire from public life, for the country can-
not spare the services of either.

As he did not intend to submit a motion, Sir Charles Tupper

might well have spared the House his speech on the refusal of the
Governor-General to accept his advice concerning appointments
to the Senate and to other places. The discussion of constitl-
tional law is not his forte, and besides he had stated his case 1"

the correspondence, not only with sufficient fulness but to the
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verge of lecturing His Excellency. .The Conservative party is
supposed to be the great defender of the prerogatives of the
Crown, but it makes all the difference whose ox is gored. The
Mail-Empire and the Globe must have wished, when discussing the
question, that they could change places for two or three ga (]
Both would have written more eloquently than they did. It ig' Y
§ood thing that the Liberal party should have had an imp ressiva
lesson on the value of the Crown or the Crown’s represegxtativee
in maintaining the substance of popular Government in o osi-
.tion to its mimicry. The Crown, said the ex-Premierptt,ool;
Messrs. Angers and Desjardins out of the Senate, therefore, wh
they were defeated, the Crown owed them sorr’nething "1f 32
substitute the first personal pronoun in this sentence .for “the
Crown,” the facts of the case would be stated exactly, and we
thus see that in his opinion, there is really no such thit"lg as the
Crown. There is only the acting premier. That amounts to
rather a startling revolution, and as members of the Liberal party
have also sometimes talked in this strain, it is just as well that
they should see clearly what a hole it would have landed them in,
if their ideas had been acted on. Every independent man now
justifies the action of Lord Aberdeen, and it is refreshing to see
a thorough-going party paper like the Ottawa Citizen taking the
same line. Critics indeed challenge the reasons he gave for his
course, some of them expressing what sounds very like mock in-
dignation at what they style his * reflections on our Judges.”
Now, there were no * reflections.”” On that subject there was
only one sentence, and it stated a fact in very carefully worded
language. But, even if the reasons stated had been as excellent
as the action, it may be admitted that it would have been better
had no reasons been given, save that it was not in the interest of
the people of Canada to accept the advice offered. It is for the
Crown to command, not to bandy arguments. Even should only
one of the correspondents lose his temper, the dignity of both is
apt to suffer. ) _

The Labour Unions intend to press exclusion of Chinamen
on the Government, or at any rate, to make it more difficult for
them to enter Canada. Extreme speeches were made in the
House of Commons on both sides, for the question is_one that
easily lends itself to rhetoric, but, as Mr. Laurier Sald,.lt calls for
serious consideration rather than for summary action. The
Geary law, which excludes Chinamen altogether from the United
States, is a burden on the consciences of the best people. They
feel that it is high handed and opposed to international comity
and to the spirit and even the letter of treaties with China. A
proposal to tax every Chinamen $500 does not go so far, but it is

" more inconsistent with the claims and assertions of the anti-
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Chinese advocates, and inconsistent with the dignity of labours
inasmuch as it discriminates against the poor simply on the
ground of their poverty. But, on the other hand, the Chinese
are the product of a civilization so entirely different from our
own that probably many generations would pass away before they
assimilated with us, even if they brought their wives and families
to Canada, instead of coming as transient labourers. The social
and political difficulties resulting would be very serious, and only
theorists would care to tisk the experiment. Most people will
admit that it was a misfortune for the black and the white
populations that negroes were imported in great numbers into the
Southern States. Some good results there have been, but the
balance is greatly on the other side ; the future of several of those
States is imperilled by the existence in the same society of great
masses of people who can never be expected to coalesce and be-
tween whom there will always be friction, possibly ending 10 2
worse civil war than the last. We intend British Columbia to
be Canadian, and of the Caucasian not the Mongolian type, an
there being abundance of room in China for double its present
population, and its Government not being anxious to have 1t8
people expatriate themselves, no injustice need be done to any-
one, provided only that the matter is arranged, not by simple
brutality, but by international agreement. We should ask nothing
from China that we are not prepared to accede to, on our OwWn part.
British subjects ask to be allowed to visit or reside in China only .
in the interest of trade, commierce, science, teaching, preaching
or dlplomacy. They do not desire to settle in the country, to
become subject to its laws, to share in its government or its 10~
dustrial life, or even to acquire property, outside of a strictly de-
fined b_oundary line in the treaty ports. We do not inten
fuse with them, and they have no desire to fuse with us. There
ought to be no difficulty then in securing a treaty which would
throw the responsibility on China of granting passports only to
sx.mllar classes to the above-named, and these passports would be
vised by the British Consul at Hong Kong. Efforts shoul.d be
tried along this line in the first instance. Should the Chinesé
government assume an unreasonable attitude, after explanatior
of the reasons actuating us, it would alwa)}s be in our -power to
fall back on the inherent right of every nation to guard its own
well-being. This should be done, however, not by insulting any
one people, nor by imposing on them exceptional fines, light o
heavy, nor by making them travel in bond through the countrys
as if they were cattle or goods, but by a treaty—stating what
classes of Chinese might enter Canada, and requiring these to geé:
passports before starting from Hong Kong. A similar law woul
be called for, if negroes from Africa were coming, or being broughts
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in great numbers to our shores; wtth this difference only that
the responsibility would in that case be thrown on the steamships
engaged in the traffic, there being no African civilized government
with which to treat. Of course, the question has still to be set-
tled whether a certain amount of Chinese labour is not still requir-
ed for the development of British Columbia. That question has
two sides, but as capitalists mainly are on orne side and labour
unions on the other, the government would probably have to
yield to votes. The Unions look at the whale question purely
from the narrowest Protectionist standpoint. They dread, not
the vices but the virtues of the Chinese, especially their industry
sobriety and frugality, old fashioned virtues, but none the less im:
portant on that account in the formation of character. The
reckless statements made regarding the vices of the Chinese
have not been proved by competent authority. The last report
of our own Minister of justice shows that a smaller proportion of
those resident in Canada are convicts than of the adherents of
the Church of England, the Universalists, the Jews or the Roman
Catholics, even though Pagan Indians " and ““infidels " are in-
cluded in the same column with Chinamen. But the question,
as has been indicated, has a far graver side than that simply of
labour, and now that it is up for settlement it should be consider-
ed calmly, in the light of the true interests of the nation, Even
if Chinese exclusion is desired, there is a right and a wrong way
of seeking the end. Every nation must be treated with courtesy,
and in dealing with no nation is scruplous regard to good man-
ners so indispensable as with China. In China, etiquette ranks
with morality, and if * manners maketh the man,” there is some-
thing to be said in favour of the classification. There can be
little doubt that bad manners are a sign of barbarism and a bad

heart. G
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