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Awr. LIIL—CONTRIBUTIONS TO CLINICAL
MEDICINE.

BY ROBERT L. MACDONNELL, M. D.

Licentiate of the King and Queen’s College of Physicians, and of
the Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland.  Lecturer on Clinical
Medicine, University of M‘Gill College, Physician to the
Montreal General Hospital, etc.

No. 2. Extensive Tubercular Disease of both Lungs,
with Transposition of all the Thoracic and Abdoms.
nal Viscera.

[The following is an abstract of my clinical lecture on
the above case, from notes taken by my clinical clerks,
Messrs. Brookes and M‘Callum, and as many points dis-
cussed, are of an elementary nature, the reader will bear
in mind, the character of the audience to whom they
were addressed.]

James Munro, aged 24, was admitted into my wards
in the Montreal General Hospital, Feb. 10, 1850. 1t
appeared from his own account, that he had been labor-
ing under the symptoms of phthisis for nearly two years
previous to my seeing him. On admission, he presented
the following symptoms :—Frequent cough, with puru-
lent expectoration ; hectic fever, pulse 100, respiration
40 ; decubitus on the right side, but other positions
were equally comfortable to him; great emaciation,
congestion of the integument over malar prominences;
the infra-clavicular regions were much depressed ;
muscles of forced ‘respiration acting with great vigour,
imperfect expansion of the left side of the chest,
particularly of its upper portion. The right side of the
chest measured sizteen inches, the lefi, fifteen and a.
half: distance from clavicle to the nipple upon the
right side measured six and a-half, upon the left, six and
a quarter inches: from the sternum to the nipple upon
the right side, six inches, upon the left, five and a-half
inches. He was right handed.

The whole of the left side yielded a dull sound upon
percussion, the dulness being most intense in the supe-
rior part, and becoming less so ifi the lower portion. ln
the upper pat of this side there was loud gurgling, with
cavernous respiration and pectoriloquy ; towards the
mammacry tegion, the respiratory murmur was mixed with
muco-crepitating, and crepitating riles. Over the sca-
pular region of this side, the sound upen percussion was
dull, and the respiration was bronchial ; but from the

scapular region downwards, the sound on percussion
was clear, and the respiratory murmur was puerile and
free from rale. The sound on percussion over the late-
ral regions of this side was clear, and the respiratory
murmur natural.  On the right side, there was marked
dylness of the upper portion of the chest, particu-
larly towards the mesial line, and the respiratory murmur
was mixed with muco-crepitating riles. The mammary
region yielded a dull sound upon percussion, and in this
situation the sounds of the heart were heard with the
greatest distinctness, and here also its impulse was felt,
whereas, in the proper cardiac region, no pulsation could
be seen or felt, and the sounds were heard very indis-
tincily, and all over this space the respiratory rale,
mixed with muco-crepitus, was quite audible. The
sounds of the heart were natural, and there was no bruit
or frémissement to be discovered. Over the posterior
portions of the left lung, from the scapula downwards,
the respiratory murmur was puerile, and in the axillary
region, the same character of the murmur, and the same
clearness on percussion were observed. Over the left
hypochondriac region, the sound upon percussion was
quite duli, and over the right hypochondrium the sound
had the character of amphoric clearness. A small por-
tion behind, yielded a dull sound, and this corresponded
in shape and extent to the normal splenic dulness of the
leftside. The patient was quite positive that the posi-
tion of his heart had never been noticed by himself un-
til three years previous to his admission, and then his
attention was drawn to it by severe palpitations which he
endured at that time.

On opening the body the following appearances were
disclosed :—The heart was situated to the right of the
sternum, its aortic ventricle being to the right side. The
aorta arched round to the right side of the vertebre, and
gave off the innominata on the feft side, and the subcla-
vian and carotid on the right side, both vens cave en-
tered the auricle on the left side, and the pulmonary
veins opened into the auricle on the rightside. The in.
ferior cava perforated the diaphragm to the lefi of the
mesial line, and the sophagus to the right. The right
lung possessed but two lobes, whilst, the left had three.
The large lobe of the liver, with the gall bladder, was
situated in the left hypochondrium, its small lobe passed
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across the epigastrium, and partially covered the stomach,
which was situated in  the right hypochondrium, with
the spleen related toitin the usual manner. The head
of the pancreas was directed towards the left snde, the
emcum was placed in the left iliac fossa, and the descend- |
ing colon i inthe right. The thoracic duct passed along the
left’ sxde of the spine, and opened as usual into the- left

‘subglavvxan,vem. The left testicle hung lower than the

right. , The cavities of the heart and the valves were in
a ‘natural condition ; the liver appeared enlarged, but
weighed little more than three pounds. Both lungs ex-
hibited emtenswe tubercular deposit in their uppers and
_In the left lung, a large cavity was
found occupyingitsapex, and in the corresponding part of

the nght, the tubercular matter was undergoing suftemmr

ol adhestons bound the upper portions of both lungs to
The larynx and trachea were
not’ exammed—-as the body was required for dissection
——:md for-the same reason, the cranium was not opened,

Althouah many cases of traasposmon of the-Viscera
are now on record, yet it does. not appear that the pro-
fession generally, - is sufficiently aware of the occasional
occurrence of this malformation, or at least of the means
of detecting it; and hence I have selected this case, for

the purpose of making you familiar not only with iis
 anatomical peculiarities, but also’ with the method to be

’ quentand careful e‘tammatmn of the viscera.

3 folkowed, in arriving. ata correct diagnosis. Dr. Wat-

son has collected the partlculms of thirty three cas«. in

. four, of which he eays the transposntxon wasdetected dur~
, mg life ;* but as one of the patients was still living, when

his paper was published, and was not seen by hnmself
we'cannot be certain whether the traneposxtnon was com-
plete or congenital. In the description of the cases
which - swere pubhshed by Scoutetten, quoted by Dr.
Wat:on, itis remarked,’ that “in one of them the trans.
position of the chief viscera Aad -been detected, during
life” ; but we are not informed by what signs and symp- |
toms the fact was dxscoveJed——for aught we know, the
transpomtwn may have been merely guessed at, for it

‘ appcars that in the other tso cases which he had under

his’ care dunng the same year, he overlovked the ano-
mol; 5. though the, disease of whxch they all died, viz.
gastro ententls, aﬂ'orded favorable opportunities for fre.
In Dr:
Watson 3 own case, the nature of the disease of which
the patlentdled isnot mentioned, nor was the transposi~

. tion detected durmg life. ' The other cases alluded to by
“ Dr.

w, where the maIformauon was dlscovered during
hfe, are those of a student in pharmacy, spoken of by

* Menhcql queltc i‘or‘183b. ,

Capuron, whosé heart was on the right side ; but as no
mention is made of the other viscera, and as Capuron
merely saw the patient when alive, we . cannot deter-
mine whether the position of the heart was congenital,
or the result of a pleurisy of the left side ; and the trans-
position seems to have been overlooked in the case ofa .
soldier, who was killed in a duel, who ¢ often . jestingly
aflirmed . to his comrades, that whatever the faculty
might pretend, he was sure his heart was on the right'
side.” Ifany inference isto be drawn from this case,
it is, that the physicians who examined him, scouted the -
idea of a transposition.  "The case, however noticed by.
Mons. Bally, was accurately dxagnosed during life.
“ The transplacement was detected by M. Bally, while -
his patient was vet living; and many physicians, and a
great number of students were attracted by curiosity to
visit and examine him.” So that instead of four cases,’
in which the anomaly was detected, according to Dr; .
Watson, we can, in fact, admit only one, viz., that of
Mons. Bally, or at most two, if we allow that Scouttet-
ten’s case was detected during life, which for the reasons
before mentioned, I very much doubt.* But there is this
great difference between the above cases, and that lately
under our observation; that in the former, there was no
disease of the t/toractc viscera whatever, the patients
having died of fever; whereas, in our case, we Aad ex-
tensive disease of both lungs to complicate the diagnosis
—yet {from ‘the accurate notes’ taken by Mr. Brookes,
and from the careful examination of all causes‘lxkely to,
produce a dislocation of the heurt, or.in any other way -
account for the phenowmena of the case, T was cnabled
to predict that we should find all the viscera transposed,
as the result of congenital malformation.

The points in the differential diagnosis, which were so-
frequently detailed to you'at the bedside, I will recapi-
tulate, that you may . be enabled to apply them to the
elucidation of similar cases,. should you meet thh such
in the course of your practice.

There are many .diseases, some of which lnvarmbly, '
whilst others only occasionally, produce dislocation of
the heart. 'The first of these which I shall notice, is
pleurisy with eﬂ‘usmn, which when it occurs on the
lefi side of the -thorax thrusts the heart to the opposUe '
side. 'This you will readily conceive to be a matural
consequence of over disteation of the left pleuxa. 'Wag
there reason to suppose that this was the cause in the.
present. ‘instance ? T hat. it could not be, was mam-r
fest, ﬁ-om the foHowmnr consvderatxons — i

'* Since Dr. Watson’s | paper was. published, I know of on!y :
three cases, one by Mr. M‘Whinnic, one by Mr. Snowden,:

-| and one by Mr. Clapp, in a'late number of the Medical Gazette,

in none of whxch wus the posmon of the vxscera detected.
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In pleurisy, with effusion, so extensive as to dislo-
"cate the heart, we have absolute dulness, with total
loss of respirating murmur ; en]arocment of the s:de,

- with bulging of the intercostal spaces, and mqbnhty to
liec on .the sound side, and inecreased size of the

liver, as I pointed out some years ago, even when the

effusion occurs on the left side. Moreover, when
complicated with phthisis, this latter discase is always
better marked on - the . opposite 'side. Now, in the
‘case of Monro, none of these symptoms were present.
" We had, as you recollect, clearness on percussion pos-
teriorly, with only partial dulness anteriorly ; and
instead of having complete loss of respiratory murmur
we had cavernous rales, with gurgling in the apex of
the lung—puerile and feeble respiration throughout
the remainder'; and careful measurement shewed that
thare was no ehlargement* of the side. - The patient
could lie with equal ‘ease on either side, and the phy-
sical signs were better developed in the left lung.
1t was evident, therefore, that the dislocation was not
-caused by acute pleuritic effusion.’

2. But plewrisy may become clronic, and the
effusion having heen ‘absorbed, _the heart is left
in the abnormal position in which it may have
been hound down by adhesions. - What would have
been the physical signs’ of such a palhologwal
state? There’ qhould be deformity of the chest,
arising from contraction of the side, pointing of the
angles of the ribs, depression of the shoulders, tilting
backwards of the inferior angle of the scapula. A

marked symptom, moreover, of chronic pleurisy is.

obliteration of the intercostal spaces, with diminished
expansion, resulting from enlargement of the ribs,

in conjunction  with contraction of -the side—
this oblitempiow is frequently almoust complete.
In our case, -however, there was no -deformity

" —there was equable expansion, and the intercostal

spaces were well marked. In addxnon to these facts, |

' the history of the caze (the p.xhent never havieg had
an attack of pleurisy,) went to prove that this disease
could not have. been the cause of the dlspl.wemem

ocmsxoually causes displacement’ of the heart, viz.,

emphysem'x of the lun%-—-the prominent symptoms

‘of\vhlch are, bulomtr of the chest—-»morbld clearness
‘on percussum, and (oebleness of respxratwn over an
extensive surface; all’ of ‘which were: ﬂ)sent in the
.present. case ; ‘besides, dislocation occurring in con-
‘junction’ wxlh this’ dlse'xsc,, u;uuny takes place down-
Wurds towards the epwasm., rog ion, because it gene-

rally lnppens, that both Iunus are enfraged - the
disease. .

4, Anothcr dlsea~e w}uch mlght cause dlslocaqon of
the heart is hydrothorax; but when we consnder the
infrequency of hydrothorax as aconsequence of phthxsxs,
and that the cavities of the pleurz are the last places
in which eflusion occurs, it being always preceded by
cedema of the body and extremities ; and when we
remember that ‘there was no dulness on percussion,
and no loss of respiratory murmur, over the p,oste.
rior and axx]lary portions of the lungs, the dxslocanon
could not he attributed to this cause. :

5. Acute spontaneous pneumothomx, the occur-
rence of which is questioned by many, could not
in this instance, have produced the dislocation, as the.
symptoms characteristic of this dxsease, viz. sudden
supervention of dyspncea, with tympanitic’ sound on
percussion and loss of respxratory murmur, were "all
absent. ‘ ‘

" 6. Dr. Stokes memzons that chronic emp}ema “of
the right side may produce dislocation of ‘the heart
to the right side by the contraction of - the ’side,
which takes place, but as the sides” of the chest were
symmetrical this could not be the cause. :

7. Dr. Swett, of New-York, has published’ a case’ of
large tumour in the epigastrium, which_dislocated thej
heart, and causcd a briit de soufflet. There was' ‘no.
evidence of the existerice of such a tumour in our case.

8. Fma]lv, it could not have been caused by chromc -
phthisis of left side, as this produces dlsloca,t\on up-
w {U'de towards the c]avxcle. : ‘

9. Aneurisms of the aorta and malurnant tumours
have occasxonally dislocated the heart, but, as T shall
presently show, neither of these dlseases could h'w

'y

been pxesent in this case. = - .

IIavmrr now, passed in review al) the dlsoases cap
able of producuw dislocation of the heart to the 1w‘ht
side, we now come to the quesuon—-‘an mhe pul=at~
ing tunour the Izeart ? 'There are only two d!seasew ‘
in whu.h a pulaatmg tumonr is present in t'nc thorax
and which were at all lable to be confounded wuh

© |the pncsencc of the lieart, .viz. aneurism and c’mcer o['
3. We now come to consider anothcr aﬂ'e,cnm wlucln'

the lung ; for )ou are aware that in ¢ pulsatmu em- g
pvema” the tumours are always external. “"Fhe non-’
existence of the former was evndent-——-from the absence -
of pain in the front of the chest, oxtendmg to the shoul-
ders, of knawing and shootmg pains from exosnon ‘of the
spme-—-of signs of pressure causing dysph'\gm and dysp- -
ncea—of feebleness of réspiration—of bruit and frémis-
sement and double sound, of aneurismal courrh, of that
peculiar stridor, accompanying e:;p\rajqu, termed the
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smdor from below. On the other hand, the: symptoms
char actex xshc of cancerous tumour of the lung or medias-
tinum were not present. - There-were no, mdlc:mons
of pressure—no varicose condition of the vems——no
_@dema—no appearance | of cancerous degenenatlon or
cancerous tumours in 'my Olher part of the bo@y; no
“currant.]elly like expectoration—no complete dulness
with entireloss of respiratory murmur—no ﬁunt dou(uc

" gounds, and no bhruit de soufflet.. ‘
Havmﬂ now cxamined at some length, all the mor-
‘ bld nondmons cqpxﬂ)le of produung dmlocatxon of the
‘hearl or pulsation in the right side of the thorax, and
having carefully compmed their characteristics  with
the symptoms and signs of the case before us, we find
j‘that not one of them agrees with the phenomena exhi-
bited by it, and we are compelled, therefore, to fall back
on the only remammg cause, viz., congenilal displace-
‘ ment of .the. heart, which .we “know to he generally
‘connected thh transposition of all the other viscera.
What lhen, were.the poallwe signs of transposition of
, tha “viscera, whu.h were observed in. the case. of
Munro? Visible pulsation on the right side of the
 chest, there being no pulsatzon in the usual cardiac
- region ; sounds.of the heart of a normal character, heard
* most dzstznctly over the cartilage of the third rib on the
right side, feebly, in the usual cardiac region ;. am.
phoric souml on ' percussion -over the right hypochon.
“driac region ; .complete dulness over the whole of the
‘quf. hypoc/zondrmc region ; and dulness’ also over . a
B space on the right side, cor respondmz,r to the usual s:lu.
. ation of the spleen ‘'on the left. You perceive, then,

‘:‘_lhat, in f’ormlng a diagnosis, the pernicious system of|

 guessing at the condition and situation of the or gans,
was- studlously avonded I purposely entered into as
‘minute details in estimating the nature and value ofthe
negatwe signs. and symptoms, as in the colloctmn
~-aund comparison of the positive ones—we fouud that
'lhe phenomena were total]y mecanr-llable with any
olher idea, than' that ofcougemta] dnsp]acement —we
.. knew. from_ physxo]o"), that” such hansposmons are
«generally compleie*wc dlscoveled by auswltduon and
P !’CUBSIOD, t/mt a complete tmnspasztton oj all tfw
‘iyzlarge vgscem \vaq‘ m.lually pnsem in the case,. and
" on reumstances toget/ze/, we. dcdu-

ed our dlannasa o ‘ : .
3 BPmdes complete tmnsposmon ol lhe thomcm aud
bdom al YE,SQ(?T“':: we sometimes mcet ‘with casea
vhere Ahe abdom'm;xl omnu‘s. alonc are thus dlsp.aced
S nnd‘ again, we meez \nlh mal'wces where the hcant s,
~the ouly oigan transposod I lmow a medlcul prac-
r.mmner whose heart is sxtuated m thc u«rht sxde of

the chest; he regards it as .a congenital conforma. :
tion, and this is the opmlon of others ‘who have ex-.
amined him; and yet,if I recollect aright, e has no.
evndence ofa tmnsposmonof’any other organ. In such
a case as this, what proof would we have that pleurisy,
with effusion into the lefi pleural cavity, mightnot have‘
dislodged the bealt for, though chronic pleurisy gene:
rally ploduces marked changes in the affected side,
yet extensive effusion, (causmn‘ delmsxon of the heart,)
may beceme absorbed, and leave no deformity of the
chest—and the heart may not return completely to its
vatural situation.  As an illustration-of this,. T may
mention the case of a military surgeon, a fellow
student of mine, whose case is related in Dr. Stokes’
ireatise upon. “ Diseases of the Chest,” who presented
an ‘example of extreme ‘mobility of the heart, after -
pleurisy of the left side. ‘In this case, the effusion dxs- '
lodged the heart, and, on its being absorbed, which
took .place without any deformity of the chest, it was’
found that, whenever the _patient lay upon the left
side, his hea\t fell to that stde, and as soon” as he .
turned to the rlght qnde, it mm'ed towards the nghL
cavity., He was quite. conscmus of this extreme ‘
moblhty, but suffered no mconvemence from it. | Now
in such a case, the want of the' usuzl changes in the
sh.xpe of the thorax, might mislcad the praclltxonel into -
the belief that the position of the heant was congenital, ‘
but all doubt on the subject would be ‘removed, by the
delectmn ol the liver in the left hypochonduum.
Art. LIV. '—(JAQ‘BS’ OF THE ENDEM]C FEVER OF
CANADA, WITH UNUSUAL (.,OMPLICA&'PIONb ‘
By Joun Jarnon, Surgcon Dunnville.

(Conlmucd from pagc 259.)

* In the Bombay. reports, Dr. Crow, in a letter to. Dr.
Jukes, states, « that the symptoms of coldness and tolal
absence of pulse frequently take place where there ap.‘
pears fo have heen litdle disturbance of the | primae vie.”
Dr. Jukes’ lehtes cases where tbe primz vie were' not’
at all affected ; and Dr. Taylor say « Of the thxrd form
of the disease 1 have also’ seen several vaneuo . The:
patients fall down suddenly deprived of s sense ; the puile
is often feeble and lmhatmcl, but somelnne* rather full
and strong When he recovers a lmle, he complams of
gzeat pam of the hezd and gmumea .and lrtéji‘n‘-i‘:‘:!j of
pam in the abdo'nen. ‘ T: xsmus occumd in two! “of thesc
cases,” A recent. woxk by Dr. Parkes of lmha states,,
« for lt often happened at. the | penod 1he a]glde sy mpﬁ
toms were most developcd the, purgmg bad ceased ant
m others of the most fatal co]lapse, the purgmg and yo-.

mmng had been tnﬂmg or absemH ‘The New Yoxk



Board of Health, in a report, in December, 1848, state,
& that in some cases vomiting exlsted wnhout purcrmg,
- and vice versa.. In several cases neither vomiting or
~'purging.”  Important facts, entirely subverting the com-
. mon notion that the collapse is due to the dralmng away
of the fluid portion of the blood. Annesle_; , whois al-
lowed to have paid more attention ‘to..the early symp-
" toms of cholera than any other writer, states- “ A prac-
titioner, possessed of true prol'es~1onal tact, wnll discover
- in the countenance of the- patient the earliest change<
l which mark the approachmg invasion of -cholera. . The
. countenance is" expressive of somelhmg approachmg a
. state of anxiety, although the patient himself may notb=
’ aware of hls state, or even that he is at all axlmg ‘He
) generally answers ¢ very we'l,’ but if pressed on the sub.
k jeet, he acknowledges that he experiences feelings whwh
“he cannot dlstmctly descnbe, though he feels neither pam
~ or sickness.. His spmts are, however, low,and there is a
clammy moisture sometimes on the skin, and the. pulse,
. though occaswnally full and strong, is evidently oppress-
ed and labouring. It is not, however, that kind of pulse
‘ which would attract particular attention, unless we are
 alert for this disease ; but being prepared for such a vi-
- sitation, it is 1mpossnble to mistake it.” - He givesa letter
- from Mr. Colledge in-support of: lus own observations,
©and wh05° remarks were corroborated by every surgeon
" .in the service to which he belonged
-« From the kind manner in wlnch you received a parl
of the sick belonging to the ship ¢ General Harris,’ under
: )our charge, into the Madras Hospxtal perhaps a state-
- ment of the primary symptoms or mode of attack of up-
wardsof 70 cases may notbealtogetherdevo:d ofinterest.
I must acknowledge, however, that some of these cases
E wanted the usual characteristics of the disease; butif
we take into’ conslderatlon “the ear]v period of their
‘ 'npphc'mon for medical aid, we shall not be at a loss for
"8y mptoms, which obviously mark the disease, previous
‘to'the supenenuon of purging, vomiting or spasms. ‘
“Tam so thoroughly convinced that these symptoms
are only’ secondar;, , that were the followmg marks pre-
seni, I should not hesnate to pronounce ' the case to be
one of epldem:c cholera. ¢ As the patient is approach-
~ed, an appearance of overpowermg lassitude is at once
lper;cenved ‘with a pallld anxious and sorlowful cast of
‘countenance and in more advanced stages’ ‘the. counte-
V‘ This peculiarity of coun.
tenance was so very ol)vxous to every intelligent person,
that many of the officers. deserve my best thanks for
bringing to my notice those who assumed the opm'eSsed
ﬂ eppearance.” : s ‘

nance is Ub'Jb'blBU anu SUHK.

One case he selected as ‘an enpenment, and 0nly

tack of fever and ague. |

kept quiet, after he noticed the peculiar. cholera” expres-
sion. Vomiting and purging did not come on until nine
hours after, but the case was with difficulty saved. 1n
other cases, the men refused to submit to treatment when

first noticed, and lives were lost in consequence: - % The -

disease. is, now raging violently throughout the slnp s
company, cases hourly coming before us, some of which

have the well-marked symptoms of cholera ; -others, on -

their application, have neither purging nor'vomiting, but
they are marked byan anxious and depressed coun.
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tenanec, general lassitude and inability to exemon, pain,

across the dmphmgm, w:th sense of constnctmn about

the - thorax.”

The annexed case ol” John Wlllxams xs one of myown

patients. .

fore the algide symptoms came on.. I had ‘some diffi-

The a")pearance of the countenance agn;ncted (
my notice when he was at work, about three hoursibe. .

culty in getting him to keep quiet, ‘and take the ﬁrst dose -

of medicine, and he would not. aubmxt o he bled unlll ‘
This case gave me an’ opport)u- ‘

the cramps came on. .
nity of conﬁrmmg Annesley’s and Colledge’s observa-

tions, of distinetly ascertaining the mode of lymg nssum- '

ed by the patients, and shows the ]m.le eﬂ'ect ol' even a
decided mode of treatment, where_the collapse, and not

the state of the pnmec vn&, is the pnnupal feat ‘re of the‘

disease. -

I have also a note of a case. occumng the nem da.y
after W:llxams’ ‘
ed my attention, and led me to speak to the man;
I found with the cholera countenance, and s me, \rregu-
lanty of the slomach and bowels. The algule sym toms

The mode of lying in his berth attract-,
whom ‘

did not come on until some tlme af!er he was bled and‘

had taken calomel and opium,
of the disease was similar to lehams case, but he re-
coverc(l and resumed work in- ﬁve days.

The general characler '

Cholera was not epidemic. at the time of these cases 5

they were. ascribed to .a change of the prevailing wind

the Ganges.

‘wlnch f'requemly producea the. dlsease at~ tbe mouth of

Dr. White, in the Bombay cholera lepons thus speaks |

of the modlﬁcauon of ague by cholera influence.::.
wind, instead of- producmv cholera, causes'a: regular at-

was not the spring, when that disease t.ommonlysshows
itself, in few of these men did more than one fit occur.”
i I‘he .above i 1mpres=10n was made suoncrer ‘on my

‘After
stating that . cholera was. epldemlc at hls quarters, but
‘appt.aled to’ be excited by parncular currents of air:—
« [t appears to me that, in some consmuuons, this.cold

You will. ‘observe by-the- ab.‘
stract of the Tth, that exghteen cases of fever' were ; ad.:
mitted last week ; although the period of their admtssxon



POSITIIEN

. evma—

o L-'%%-__‘_
286 ‘

‘Remarks‘on “‘Lu:cdtions of’t/te Claﬁicla‘.” Ty

mlnd from what took phcc in my-own pcrson. Afier
all my perspiratory pores had been l\ept open for some
tlme, ina crowded hospital, on going across the parade
1 was suddenly seized with a cold, shivering and trem-
bhng fity which lasted some time after my refurn home.
Al my thoughts were fixed on cholem. By means of
" the’ pednluvxum and mulled port wine, however, I re-
- stored warmth and comfortable feelings, but suﬂ'ored a
*“smart febrile attack afier going to bed, which kept me
hot'and restless during the night ; but from which 1 in
the mornmg arose free, though languid. 1 think that
“ had my constitution been  so pl(‘dhpﬂ%d the ‘same
cause whlch produced ﬂ,vel \vould havo lnounht on
cholera morbus. ‘ AR ‘
‘ If \v rn to the deccuptlon of'conrreshve fvers, as
glven by Axmstlong, as well as mocfem aulhors, we
A " find both their | primary and lailer synptoms very much
. resembhnfr cholcm.’ ‘In the Southern States they have
: “ cholemxc mtcuml(cnts,” blue dlseasc,' and “ cola
plague. PR “ ‘
“Dr. Wood’s descnptmn of conﬂesllve fevers 1s,
““There is gxe-u thirst, with (oxmenlm “sense of in.
‘ we.rd heat ‘the’ surface is co]d and bedewed with per-
spn'atlon ) the counténance is expxesm e of alarm, the
“pulse gmiall; or ‘almost 1mpoxcept|blo ; there is ~vomit-
‘ mg and diarrhecea ; and, in fact, lhc‘ disease 'in many
respects resembles algide’ cholera.” M. Swnmy ‘of
Benga] it spealung of the Tatier slafres of these few,rs
© says, ‘i 'patlcnt sinks gradually into a state "esemb]mr-
1», “the’ co"apse that succceds the ]ow f01m of cho]em R
and Dr. James .Tobn%on ropoxls cwses “of fevex, where
(he “‘ ycs ofthe patlents put on'a muddy appe’trance,
‘ and the ¢ expressxon "enr'mﬂy obscrved m caees of In-
dlun cho]em. '

(To bc C’onlmucd )

TH 5
* CLAVICLE.» HE

‘LV.-—RE\IARI\S ON “ LU‘{ATIONS OI'
Bv JonN G. Berpune, M D Bgn-rmrn.‘ :

stlocatmns of the claviclé are, gcner’xlb speakmg, of
“rare occurrence; ~when compared: with the: frequcncy of
fracture of this - ‘bone;: and the reasons ‘assigned:are its
strong scapulo and. costo-sternal: ligamentous . 'ltnch-
The' form, size and :position of the. ‘bone, mge-
:ther with ‘the fact, of. the force: necessary in-almost every
nnstance to ‘cause-a solution of (,ontmmtv in its osseous
Istructure, or' hgamentous '\dhesmna, preponderalmgm
~i favorof the former. .5 . ‘
'Fhe bone: may be. hz\atcd at: clther extrcmxty 5 hut dls-
locauon of  the’ sterno-dnvmu!ar arnculatxon appears to
be the mos‘! common acczdent of the two, .

Nevertheless, med:cal opinion is somcwhat dwuled on
this point. Many of the best authors assent the | preva-
lence of luxation at the btemum, whlle others, equa!ly
eminent, maintain the contrary. :

Ferguson, who will surely be admitted to be as sound.
a practical surgeon as he is a bold and uncompxommng
writer, affirms Juxations at the‘outer‘ extremity to be the -
mnst common occurrence. Dislocations at the sternal
exwemity admit of variety.  Thus we have the subdi- -
visions of forwards, \xpwéi‘da, backw'ardal, and these
again admit of dmcussmn, as to the pneva.encc of enther, ‘
thoutvh the fmmcr lS gencrally cousndelcd most fre-
quent. ‘ ‘ o : :
“When dxslocauon occurs at the acromlal amculatmn,
the dmgnoqns is more difficult than when at the opp(m(e
ettlemny,and although the evident misplacement on
manipulation, joined to the other symptoms, as falling of
the shoulder, Juumg outwards and backwards of the ob.
truded end of the clavicle, absence of the acromxon pro-.
cess, and the | presence of"a. cavity mslead of the natural
. | plane, pain, inertness of the shoulder joint, and inability
to raise the hand to the head, and general mdncalmnq of -
the nature of the aocndent vet, even all these are'some-
times so vague or obscure, added to whxch the frequent
abisence of one or.more’ Ieadmg slgns, that many of the
most skilful and ohservant ‘surgeons have occasionally
failed in detecting u,nnd have been mduced to consnder
itasa partial luxation of the humerus, . o
- In treating of this - v’xrlel) ofdlslocauon, itlis pmper to
remark, that the older writers in surgery scem to have
been cmmderabiy puzzled at’ times in their diagnosis of
the same. So obscure-did it often appear to them to he,’
that Hi :ppncrate@, in his Lib. de JIrticulis, and Parry
also, asvent, that many of- the best’ Physicians and Sur-
geons have been deceived in the dmgnosh thereof,

* |taking it to be a luxation of the humerus, and so have

miserably tortured their patient to no purpose.. Helis-
ter, in his work on Surgery, (a copy of which T have

““Inow before me, bemg the - edition for the year'1750,)

says, s, - l‘lxe proper and prmc)p'xl system of a luxated
clavxcle, (at the 1cr0mlon) on a cavny, ‘between that
bone and the Processis a acromwn of the’ scapula -which
not. being found in sound’ lxmbs, must.indicate a dmsolu-
uon of the: mutual connechon between these bones,'md
in corroborauon of, thlb, quotes an anecdote of Galen, oc-’
curring .in his: (comment.in Hippocratis Liter1. De,
./Irtzmhs,) who affirms as- follows :— I myself had
once, in strugglmg, my clavicle so vastly sep'nrated from
the acromion, that-there ‘appeared a sinus, bctwoen lhe
hones of near three fingers’ breadth.” RIS

Luxation of th(, sternal eMremnty of thc (,]avwle, |f
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considered as the most comumon, has also this ad»an-

tage, viz., that it is easily perceptible. - Here the tn me-

faction of the soft purts, and prnmmcnce of the bone be-

neath, mab|l|tv to raise the .um, &e., dc.xrly pmnt out
_the nature of the injury.

Tn the 'umnno -clavicular dxalocalmn, the lnmmenls
ruptured are the acromio-clavicular, the coraco- davu‘u-
“lar, (Trapezoid and Conoid,) and the c'npaular, antl the |t
; eml of the hone rests on the acromion' process.

- In the aluuo-clavlcular dislocation , the ligaments rup-
*mrcd are the  sterno- clavnculal the . mlerc]'\vu .ular, thel

costo-clavicular or rhomboid, and the capaulal amd the
end of the bone rests on the front of the first bone of the

: sternum. o

~ Luxation of the . 1cromml e\uc:nny is pmduced b)
falls, blows, or any force acting 50 as to (l?pmm violently
the shoulder. - B : ‘

Luxation of the sternal Ch!lf.‘mlly is otculoned b) the
shoulder being dnven ﬁ)lbll)l) hack, as by a severe blow,
ot falling forward on it. ‘ .

"The treatment in either case is pmcm ally the Qame
qllowmg for the placing of compaesses according as the
_inner or outer extrenity is displaced.  The Surgeon hav.

" ing discovered the nature of the nccldczxf, should direct |

" an assistant, placed behind the patiet, to grasp the arm
of the affected side, near the head of the humerus, with
one hand, and to draw the %houldcr upwards and out-
wanls, while with the other he steadies the me) of the
patient,. The Smgcon ‘meansvhile, holding gently, yet

‘ lumly, the luxated extremity, at the moment of full ex.

‘tennun forces it into its natural poqmmn, and retains]

it there by means of a compress aid bandage ;  the lat.
ter being single, or the ﬁgune of cight, at his option, auhnﬂ

~ the clevation of the shoulder by a padin the q\nlla, re-f.

tained in-its place by a suitable strap.  "The fore arm is
then to be placed on the chest and su~pemled in a sling,
rest, care, and ocms!onally looking to the bandagu, will
gl‘nelally .ensure union, thoughit is the ,opinion of Fer.
* guson, at’ lnast, that from the dnllwul() of keeping the
paris in’ apposition, union is generally eflected at the
sternal extremity uy means of a false joint, whwh does
not, howwen, he say ~, cause thc patient any meat in-
'Qconvmteme. o "

(A case fullows ofluxmon of lhe stelnnl e\hcmlt‘} of
the Ll'mcle, with, perfect unjon, in ﬁﬁcen days from the
seetirrence of the accauent plebenlmg, howevu, nothm"
“.unusual.  We give the treatment and the result.—EDp.)
On the mommg of lhc Ihh of December last, Nor.

- bert Belleisle, aged 14 seal lhe son of a far mer in this

, neighborhood, was- bloughtto me by his mother, who}’

“stated that on the ev cmng previous, when attemptmgto

carry a hcavy log of wood into ‘the house, his - foot‘
ahpped, and he fell forwards with the log under hlm, ’
his right shoulder alukmg forcibly agamslnt that on’ ‘en-
tering the dwelling he im.mediately complamed ofpam
‘| (en bas du coup,) and in the arm, and said that he ¢onld
not take ofl his capote alone. . Having effected this with -
her assistance, ‘he fouind, after. lhelapse of a few mmules, ‘
that he was incapable of raising his arm without e*{pe-
riencing acute pain, He' shortly after this retired to bed
and passed a restless and wearisome night.

" On e\nmm.mon, a tumour was. perceptible imme-_.
dmel) ovex the right sterno- clavicular articulatien. - On’ .
mampuhlmg, I distine tly felt the L\(l(’mll) ofthe bone
riding on the upper purt of the sternum, consmutm,5 the ‘
dislocation 1urwmds, and on moving it w ith the left hand, ‘
crepitus was clearly heard.

Having ‘effected the leductwn as 'ﬂJOVe, Iemoxned :,
rest and care, and he wcnt away, pmxmsmg to return in ‘

a few da) ,
December 29¢h—On the hﬂecnth day ﬁom the oc-
currence  of the’ accident, my, patient called,

and
stated that he felt perfectly “well but that his arm was

fauguw ;. had lu.(.n trying aml was '\ble to raise his hand ‘
and take off his cap ; bcgbod of me to iemove the ban- -
dages, or at least the sling. On e‘fammalmn, finding'the
coaptation pelfe(,t I removed the bandages altogether,
lcaunghm arm in the han dlmr(,luu, and an()lned hxm to ‘
md]m but little use of the fimb for some time. R
Iunuu:y lst ]SJO ~—-la w dl, :md can make hee use
of his arm, '
Bmllncn, Jnnum; ’)th, 1830

LVL- OBSERVATIONS ON MALI( NANT PUS:
. TULE Ol( CHARRBON. .

\’ura lru AND, M.D., Bmupml Qucbcc

ART.
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It h'h l)wn at times a matter of smpnse to me, that
a dlae.m of so commm\ cccutrence in, the _country pa--
rishes. as the Malznmmt Pustule, or more. «rencxallv
Lnowu as the. C'/uubon, should have so lntle eng'lged the
allcnlmn of ouwr plo\’ml,.ldl medical pl"](,llll()nelb. s
one, the very name of which carries to the minds oflhe
hubitants, not’ onl) the most dreadful 1ppreheus|ons of
dungcn, Lut, what is tenmh}y 10 be lamented a.mo "t
pemnaccous ‘and,’ lmay say, almost memovable con-.
viction, that any sucu,»ful treatment, is - bewnd the’
xewch of medical science : and’ that only certam pel-
sons an endowed with tlu., soveleugn powel of remedy,
2 j r/pplzed to at an early period of its invasion. Hence
the great nuinber of Gueriseurs de Clzmbon,‘ the rare

~'I'knew an old illiterate man, named Lor, living | near Sorel,

\"ho enjoyed an enviakle reputation ag gurrmeur de c]m:l;au et
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apphcatlon for attendance by thc educated practmoner,

“and the l'xequency of fatal terminations; and to these
untoward urcumstancea, we may justly attribute the

- the dlsease.

1Three RlVeI‘S, have been already published ;

very confined information we _possess of the nature of
Several instances of its occurrence in the
rural ‘districts, and particularly in those of Montreal and
the cases
are, however, widely dncpersed in medical htemture, and
the draease has, in- consequence, remained nearly un-
known to the generahly of the profemon in England,
Ireland aml Suotland, and, probably from the causes as-

- nlgned to many practxtlonela in our own GOlUItl} o tis

. then, I neecd scarcely obsene, of some importance. that

”every mémber’ sl*ould acqmre all the information that

“can ke furnrshed respeutmg it by histor ical records.

< We are indebted for much of the information we pos-
sess ‘on this. dnaease, to our: worth) and distinguished
President of the College of Physncnam, &e., Dr. Wolfred

Nelion, who, upwards of five years ago, published, in

the Montreal JMedical Guzette, some very interesting
instre ctlona and observations on the Pustule J J[alzgne 3
‘as aléoto’ ‘Dr. Gilmour cf Three Rivers, a gentleman
long’ favorab!y known'to the profession. Both these

gentlemén have been p]aced in 'such positions as to have
' afforded them very extensive opportumtxes of personally

wmxessmg and treating the' dlaease, ‘and particularly at
timeés when the epwa.stnc disease was committing dread-
ful’ ravages among the caltle in counuy parts.

Dr. Volfred ‘Nelson : very correctl) observes, that

« when consutulmnal dlslurbance becomes apparent in

Ckarbon, the symptoms assume a very violent clnravter,

" and the disease rapidly runs thro\lg[l its different phases

- —and consequemly it is only on the ‘onset of its inva-

sion, that active’ antx-phloglsuc txeatment can be relied
on (I am - on]y quoting from - memory notr havmg the
Doctor’s valuable publication before me).to arrest its
extension and fatal’ termination.”  The fol]owmo caee,
however, (a'very severe one), from tardiness i m reounr.

(ing my- assistance, will afford another melance, that"in

default- of timely energetic reduction of vascular action,

‘ \yh‘i
- easg,

‘its mceptxon would induce the most acate dis-

det toutes 3ortes de Chancre; Cancer,’ §~f, but as he readily im-

. Amenca, &e,

. poead - uporn, the credulity of his paticnts ly transforming every

Jivid pustule, or, hard tumour, into Charbun, cancer, &e., heas
gcnem’lly suceceded indispelling them by hig universal applica-
tien.of a’strong.. solution of. sulphate of zine; and. we therefore
need not w’nnder lhat his fépatation cxtendtd far and wide, and

- that his services -were ‘snught after a3 well by the mlelleclual as

unintellectual, and by the rich as by the poor, and, I may add, by
‘no less-un :l!nsmous personage than a Govcrnor.Gcneml of B. N.

|prove

while dependmg alone on the conservative powers’
~of the ammal economy, it may pass 1hrough bUC(‘PSSH'el
J perxods of gradual deve opment, of mcreace, and of the

highest | degree of intensity, and become so suspended
in its morbid action, as only to require some salutary
processes to renovate its discomfited natare. -

On the evening of the 23rd October last, I was called |
upon by Captam Ramvu]e, of Beauport to reqnest my
attendance upon his old servant, Gagnon, about 60 years
of age, whom he stated to be lying dangerously ill from
the Charbon—the consequence of skinning two cows .
that'had died from  disease. He observed that the
curate had just then returned” from administering spiri-
tual consolation to the patient ;- that he had been ill for
some days ; that he (his servant) was 200 pom to have
the benefit of medical assistance, ‘and, as it was the
C/zawon, he was fully persuaded that medicine would.
useless ; his conscience, in the meantime,  re- |
proached him for being, (poor man,) the cause of his
death ; hut that the Rev. Mr. Bernard, the curate, (a
clergy man of high mteLect) had-desired -him to solicit
my. professional services, well. convinced that poverty
with me never formed objectionable grounds to the ex-.
ercise of humamty In this highly respectable curate,
suﬁ‘eung humanity has a]wa;s met one of its most zea-
lous and unwearied ad»ocates, and dunng the preva-
lence of the deqolatmg epidemc, I have seen him at all
hours of the night and day devotmg }ns whole energies
in supplying the spiritual as well as temporal wants of |
his afflicted pamluonevs, mdependent ‘of his numerous

| ministrations to the Lunatic Asylum,. then severely in.

vaded by the dlreful disease—cholera.*

"On visiting the patient 1 perceived that the oeneral
phunomena had then ‘assumed their severity of charac-
ter, and'T must confess that the state of the patient was .
caleolated to excite ‘the most serious alarm. The pu]se
was weak and frequent; great prostration of strength ;
tongue brown and furred, and some difficulty in breath.
ing. On removing a large poultice” of cow.dung fiom
the left arm, the seat of the Charbon, it appeared greatly
swelled throughout the whole extent, from’ the end of
the ﬁngera to the top of the shoulder, and even reachmg'z
to the same side of ‘the thorax’; very tensive and of 2
du]l brown color- about the wnat and midway to lhe‘

'To the admirable ‘and excellent . Curates' of our- countryl‘
parishes, the following I language of the illustrious Vieq:d'azir may,

‘ ;be_]nslly appliec—Honor€ de':ia confiance du peuple, et ne per-
‘dant jamais devue le tableau déchirant des miseres humaines,

‘gotte chaque jour le plaisit, dlessuyer des iarmcs ct de soulager,
de~ maulbeureux, dont les maux phvmqucs ne sont pas toujours la
plus ‘grande infortune, /. Ce n'est poing, pur leurs écrite, . ce n'est
paint par. quelqucv-unea de leurs dctxons, c'est par leur vie eatidre -
qu'ils ¢nt des droits & nos Gloges. - Leuar'réputation se fonde au-'
tant sur leur vertu que sur lear sayoir'; hors les lemps de calami.
16 pendant lesquels Jenr zdle n’a point de bornes, toutes leurs jour. .
nées se ressemblent, ot Yon peut dire d’cux commo des -hommes
simples ct bon au milieu desquels ils sont plucés, ¢ nnltre, faire. -

. }le bien ot mounr, voila toute leur histoire.”
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elbow, three livid tumours, about the size of an English
- shilling; had already burst; were deep and discharging
a thin greenizh and offensive sanies; several yellowish
vesicles were also formed, and where they. had been re-
moved, the sub]acent skin appeared sphace!ated
. On requiring a statement of the ‘case from the com-
mencement of the attack, his wite informed me ‘that |1
about the 12th or 13th of the month, (October) Gagnon
had skinned two cows belongmg to his master, Captain
Kainville, whrch, they supposed, must have died from
drsea‘ée, from the great heat.of the flesh’ and blackness
of the blood, and had gathered a considerable quantity
of suet and fat from them, for the purpose of making
- BOAD, if not candles. . That about five or six days after,
~and whlle “working in the field, he felt unwell, and his
arm very painfal ; on e\—mmnmg it he discovered some
‘ redneas about the wrist, and a small livid pustule nearly
the size of a sixpence ; that early the following morn-
ing he complamod of lassnmde, depression and anxiety,
shortly suoceeded by rigours and violent’ lrea(lacho ; his
armextremely pam.ul and much swollen, and of a brown
red color, and two more lmd pualules on an elevatul
base had. made their. appearance, with several )ellow
vesicles 55 the lunctxom of the stomach and bowels were
very imperfectly peri‘ormed and he had passed no water,
and, as they imagined, he was then, to all qppear’mce,
~ beyond the means of recovery. .
‘The disease, had certainly, to all appemrmc‘e, ran
‘ ‘(hrough all its phaaes, and no very favorahle mdncatmns
were before me, save the previous sound constitution of
“xhe pauem who, from all accoum‘;, although advanced
to the age of mxt), had never abused his organs by gross
violatious. There was no time to be lost, and I imme.
diately divected wmy treatment, to counteract, if po:szble,
Lou-xluutxoml dlslurlmnce and weakness, for, unleas this
oh_]ecl was allamed, the patient would, in all probabnht),
sink, in consequence of the highly morbid state of the
system ‘inio which it had been thrown by the pnmar)
local alfection. I'ulmlmstered, matantur, 4 grs. pow-
_dered camphor, 1 gr. quinine, and § gr. ¢ of opium ; and
" preparing 6 papers of the same pow ders, ordered one to
be reprateu -every 1hree hours; and applied over the

whole nrm, a thnck warm mtluce, composed of very stale |

brown bread leaven, (from. want of yeast) port. wine
and onions, and to be cnanged every three hours.

On my visit the following morning I found iy pau-
‘ent much improved. . He had had some rest; had "per-
'splred ond passed water ﬁeely ; his pulse stronger and
‘more regular; tonguc cleaner, ,but complamed of some
uneasiness in the bowels; to remove which, I admi-
niztered 13 oz. of ol. ricini.

On exammmg the arrn, 1

found it much less swollen, and had' changed from a -
dark brown to a light red color; and the seat of the
pustu]es, now in form of deep ulcers, had. some“hat
become enlarged ‘and, on removing the sloughs, appear-
ed healthy ; T or dered the poultice to be continued ; and -
after the operation of the oil, 2 grs. sulph. quinine and
1 gr. opii. to be taken every three hours—-leav:rg anx
papers. : :

 On'the 25th he - was, much better i in every respect ;
and, as the arm was now assuming a more hea]lhv ap- -
pearance, I ~xxmpl) directed a nutritious dlet and proper |
dressings.

1 have already observed, that the Pustule .Malzgne, |
or Charbon, is not generally known among the medical
practitioners in England, Ireland or Scotland, nor have
1 seen it mentioned by authors on the Continent of Eu--
rope, save by Richerand in his Nosog. Chirurg., as pre-
vailing in ‘some of the . Southern provinces of France;
by Mr. Rose, of Nemours, in a memoir to the Academie -
Royale de Chirurgie ; by Enaux. and Chaussier, and by -
Baron Larrey, so. well known by his (,}zzrurgze Mili-
tane and celebrated as the constant companion of Na.
poleon Bonaparte, throughout all his military- campaigns,
and designated by that great Emperor, in his last testa--
ment, as the most virtuous of men.

The, disease is cerlmnl) one, sui rrenefzs, prnma-
nlv existing in lhe lower ammals, and readily communi.
cated by contact to man; but, as Dr. Wolfred Nelson
very conecll) observea, it has never been known ¢ to
be convcyed by the person‘affected to any individual in°
communication with him.”  The Baron also looke upon’
anthraz melel) as a mllder form of pustule maligne;
but if.we bear in mind the peculiar idiosyncracies of the
Sub](’cla in which the two diseases are obtained,” wa-
must agree with Dr. Nelsou,. that they are mamfes.ly
ver; distinct from each. orhen, and that anthra‘: cannot
he traced to contagron.

. The French Suraeon. as a means of' prewammg the
extension of the c/mrbon, fred; app]y caustic to the.
tumours. To this trealment, as well-ag toi mcxsxons, T
have ‘some objectrons, and it brings to my vnew ‘that the
g ounds’ on which 1he~ze ohjections are raised, were
conaldered gaod . phllosophy, upw1rds of twenty-ﬁvg
years ago, by the eminent editors of the London Medical
and P/zyszcal Journal, and dre contained in Mr. Grlman 8
prize essay on the action of the canine virus, in the (ol-
lowing words—¢ When a caustic is applied, a nesw com-
pnund is (ormed-a saponaceous mass_or eschar, whxoh
is generally suﬁ'ered to remain until it sloughs away.—
Of what, then, is this new compound formed but of

deud animal matter, a cauetw and of a pecuhar poison,’
o ‘ ’
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which we believe to be .the cause of hydrophobia 2, Tt
is trae, the neighboring absorbents are destroyed, so far
as the action of the caustic extends ; but the virus is as
| Jikely to extend with it, being only in a state of union
from the ‘commencement of this operation, which is con-
tinued till the poison is uniformly dispersed through the
- whole of the acjacent parts, forming an animal soap by
- their commixtare. Hence, by such means; a more ex-
“tended surface is exposed to the action of the absorbents,
which are rendered highly irritable and more active ;
and in consequence, perhaps, the case becomes more
Cdesperate.
T-should be very desirous of extending my observa-
 tions to that very peculiar epizootic malady, through the
virus of which, by its contact with man, such dreadful
 disturbances in his whole economy are occasioned ; but
~ asitis only in the close investigation of the disease in
" the lower animals, as it is symptomatically exhibited to
‘the immediate view of the owners or attendants, and the
* morbid appedrances afier death, both internally and ex-
ternally, that any very accurate information can be col-
lected; 1 must defer this interesting subject . to . a more
favorable opportunity. L SRR
'P.S.—On referring to the 1st vol. of the Britisk Sme-
rican ‘Jqurnql,‘sihbe the above was written, I find an
j\in:eresting case of charbon, published by W. Marsden,
'M.D., as having been under his care at Nicolet, in June
+1842. . The Dr. was successful in the mode of treat-
ment whieh he adopted in ghis case, as he was also, he
'says, in four others; a.circumstance going far, consider-
.ing.the short time he had, up to 1842, resided in ‘N‘ico‘let,
to prove that this disease is of very common occurrence

‘intheseparts. R
- Beauport, December, 1849. K
N ' : C o ‘ ",‘:‘
AT, LVIL—CRITICAL EXAMINATION OF GENESIS
‘I, 16, HAVING REMERENCE T0 THY EMPLOY.
MENT OF ANESTHETICS IN CASES OF LABOUR.
By ‘the Rev. Apranan De Sora, Lecturer on Hlebrew Lﬁngdage
.+t and Literature, University of M*Gill College. . .
R .. (Continied from page262.) ‘ C
' 'We shall notice, first, the objection made, even by
-such. as do not oppose on religious grounds, the en:
ployment, of anesthetics in midwifery, that, the ren-
dering .of ngetseb, by labour, or wavail, would be
_tanlamouut ‘to "dsserting that the woman received no
punishiaent -for ‘her’ sin 5 since there is. no punish-
-ment’ conveyed by either of these two words.”—

* ] am at = loss to conceive what punishent or “curse’ could
be implied in the words which the learned Professor (Simpson)
considers to Le the proper translation of the Hebrew word. etzebh
¢ with muscular’ effort’ or ¢ with toil shalt thou bring forth.’ »

(5an) as distinetly signify - the. sensations of-

—Br.. Charlis Waller in the London Msdical Times, 10:h
November, 1849. SO e Lo

We reply that'there ¥s'a punishinent conveyed by the
words' ¢ with travail shalt ‘thou bring. forth,” for the
travail of the parturient female. is almost invariably ac-
companied with pain.* * Tt may be rejoined. that by this
confession, we virtually admit the correctness of the
amhorised version, since the word we give, is, actually,
‘as much expressive of pain as iz “sorrow;” and that
consequently, the foregoing inquiry, even il it show, on-
philological grounds, the incorréctness of the rendering
of the English translators, cannnt controvert the fact that
they have selected a wanl most correctly expressive of
the sense intended to be conveyed.  To this we answer,
the propriety, in a religious point of view, of employing.
anwmsthetics in obstetric practice depends in no 'small
degree, however, upon the fact that ngetsed and ngifse.
bonech, in the referred to text, means travail, and not sor-
row. Thus, il the practice of superinducing anwxsthe-
sia in labour have the effect of militating, in the remotest
degree, against the evident designs of God in this regard, .
as evinced in the laws of nature, aud as revealedin
the text under consideration,—if it interfere with the
natural labour, in any way-—if it produce any of those
vesults which 'may endanger, if ‘not the safety and
welfare of the mother, the safety and welfare of her
offspring,} then it is wrong, unscriptural, and sinful, and
should be visited with: the same punishment as is me-
rited by those guilty of feeticide or infaunticide. But if
the practice have the: effect only of assuaging the pain.~
or “ sorrow” resulting from the travail, then we main-
tain it is a‘good, a proper, and a Seriptural practice.
For, il the professional objections urged by some’ are
ultimately prononnced to be futile, and the powerful ar-
guments in its favor, hacked by statistics, (these render-
ing strengih stronger) remain unrefuted, then /¢ s e good
practice, for it exempts {from the most agonizing and ex-
cruciating pangs, those weakly creatures, who, when the
hand of sickness lays heavy on us, like ministering angels,
strive to alleviate our sufferings with a tenderness, 2 de-
voticn, a loveliness, of which man is incapable, and
which, alas! he cannot always fully appreciate. - Tt s
a proper practice, since, independently of the enormous
amount of suffering relieved, statistical tablest fully prove.
that it has had the effect of preserving many who,
but for it, would, no doubt, have sunk under the intense

+*# « Each so called labour-pain, consists of 1wo distinct and sepe
ra!.c‘clcmenls, viz., first, of contraction =f the uterus aud cther.
assistant muscles; and secondly, of sensatisns of pain, more or

less agonizing, accompanying these eontractivng, and i ectly re.

sulting from them.”—* It is worthy of remark ana wonder that
the language of the Bible 'is, on this, ‘as on other pomts, strictly '
and scientifically correct, and long agn'made, ‘with perfect preei.
ston, the very dwstinetion which we ar¢ now.a.duys unly recognis -
ing. For the Hebrew noun ‘ctzebh distinetly signifies. the mys-
cular confraction or effort, and the nouns hhiil (5'n) and- hiebe-
ain nccumpanyingl
these efforts.”— Aresthesin, p. 124. p o enyingt
.t And which may be regarded as in'the most distunt- way pro-
ductive of any of those circumstances which sire regarded by the
medical faculty as endangering the life of the infant,  For a com-
prehensive statement of these, sce an ¢ Inaugural Dissertation on -
the Medico.legal Proofs of Infanticide,” by our talented friend
Df. David, of Montreal.—P. 42, et seq, and more particularly
on p. 45; par. 2., Lo - L '
I See ' Ansmsthesia ” by Dr. Simpson.
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and continued suffering they were doomed to endure.
Tt is a proper practice, because it is not, as some style
it, ““an unnatural practice,” unot more sp than the use
of narcetics of all descriptione, such. as Jaudanum, etc.,

+taking nine to twelve "hours ‘sleep, when scarcely more

than half this'is required—indulging in siestas in day-
light, against. which practices nothing is said with re-
ference to their being unnatural or unscriptural.  Again,
the. inoculation of small pox, which practice appears
equally unnatural, and, in the eyes of an Israelites, per-
haps more unscriptural than the employment of anwsthe-
tics, since the Mosaic law, forbids the touching of any sore
-or ulcer by a person in health;* and Ly parity of rea-

soning (sic) it forbids inoculation ; and yet, of this very

practice, advantageous as it is confessed to be, it was

" said “ Ergo variolas tnoculure ‘nefus’—therefore to
“inoculate small pox is an abomination: “and some

wives
© “and made them houses,”

" stances.

~word employed.

Harveian Oration for 1346, delivered by Dr. Eltistson, before the

divines railed against it, calling it the offspring of athe-

tsmy a dinbolical invention of Satan; and inoculators,
hellishsorcerers.”f Butwe must not stay to wultiply in-
The propriety of the practice with which this
inquiry is more immediately concerned is also shown
from this consideration, that the text does not prohibit
the abrogation of the pains of the parturient woman,
but it declares the divine intention greatly to muitiply
her ravail only, for if the inspired penman had in-
tended to convey. “In sorrow or pain shalt thou bring

Morth? cheblech, tsaratech or chilech ; and again, dechebel,

betsarah or bechil, would, doubiess, have been the
The practice is o Scriptural one, for,
as well as God acts towards us with love and merey,
“healeth the Lroken in heart and bindeth up their
wounds,”f yeu © healeth all diseases,”§ xo ought we to
act when he gives us the ability toimitate him. - When
He took the rib from Adam to introduce woman into the
world He caused a deep sleep|| to fall upon hini while the
process lasted ; and itis but imitating the mereiful dealings
of the Supreme, if the accoucheur, exercising the know-
ledge God has bestowed on bim, * causes a deep sleep to
fall on his patient, while Le assists to come into the

world the infant. Again, we find, from the earliest times,
© women whose sole business it was to assist, and, therefore,
“10 alleviate, as far us'they. could, the pangs of their par-
~turient sisters.  Now, if their operations really fended to
“alleviation, and we cannot doubt but that they did, then,

according to those who object, on Seriptural grounds, to
produce angsthesia in labour, these midwives must have

* acted sinfully, us must have those also who employed
them 5 and yet they were countenanced in the families
-of the pious patriarchs, and in the heginning of the bouls
cof Exodus we are told God ¢ dealt well with the mid.

3 who acted kindly towards the womoen of Israel,

. '* Many Tsraelites objected Lo inoculation on religious grounds,

rome (in Holland) in the memory of a retative of the writer of this
note. B o ’ ' B

t The History of Small Poz. By James Moore, ap. The

of Physicians, Lundon.

Royal College . ‘
) 1 Pu. ealvii. 3. “ g Ps.eii, 3.

. A (tardemaly Rad. o1 coma or sopor, a stale of uncon-

sciousness or lethargy, in contradistinction to natural sleep,

The great length to which we have already extended
our observations, forbids our enlarging more on this sub.
jeet, yet, before concluding, we would make one or two
remarks to show that, even if we have failed to prove the.
English version incorrect in its expression, “in sorrow
shalt thou bring forth,” and that the employment of
anasthietics in cases of labour is a good, a proper, and a
Scriptural practice ; still; cannot such practice be opposed
on Seriptural -grounds, hecause we cannot understand
the denunciations against the woman, literally, without
also recciving, as literzl,’ those against the man, the
ground, and the serpent.. We will- not stop to consider
here the sentence of the serpent, but in respect to that
of the man, weiread, “ In sorrow s}zalt‘tlzouicat‘of,it
(the ground) all tie days of thy life>® According to
the literal import of this passage, they who ecat of the"
various productions .of the earth, without having expe-
rienced ““sorrow” in procuring them, and they- who
cultivate their fields, using cattle to the plough, or, indeed,
employing any machine which shall enable them to eat
of these productions without ¢ sorrow,” are transgress-
ors, against the .words of Scripture!. < Thorns also
and ‘thistles it shall bring forth to thee.”” — They
then, who labour so hard: to exterminate these from .
their ficlds and gardens, act sinfully, since the literal
text says, they shall be, and such persons strive
that they shall not be. "« And thou shall eat the herb
of the field”” —1If the denunciations against the sin-
ners in the affair of the forbidden tree, were to be immuta-
bly and permanently entailed on'the human race, and they
were net Lo be more'so on. woman than on man, how is
it that we find this sentence afterwards chenged, and
animals permitted to man for food? « In the sweat of
thy fuce shalt thou ent bread.”—This applies ‘as much -
to man, in the present day, as does the sentence of
Eve, to woman, in the present day.' He, therefore,
who does not earn his daily bread by infinite bodily foil, .
for such, it -is  generally admitted, the expressive meta-
phor of Scripture’ means,—the man who, instead  of
toiling for his daily food, lives without labour on those
ample means with wich a parent or a friend may have
presented him, is a sinner against the declarations of
Scripture, although he may be exceedingly upright,
charitable and religious, in every other respect. ¢ For
dust thou art and unio dust shalt thou return.”>~—Then
there is no immortality for us, for man, as a punishment,
is to return to the dus¢é whence he was originally taken.
This passage, too, might be made to show the sinfulness
of the practice of the healing art itself, since the Scrip-.
tures teach, man ¢ shall return to the dust,” 7.e. die;'and
physicians try to.make him live. " But this insisting'on
the literal characrer of the Divine denunciations against '
woman, in consequence of Eve’s disobedience, produces
numberless other inconsistencies. Thus, Adam" ought
to huve died on the same day that he partook of the for-
bidden tree, because God announced to him, For on
the day that thou catest of it thou shalt surely die,”-and -
yet Adam lived long after he eat of the tree.” "And
so aleo, Eve committed no'sin in " eating of the trée, and

+ {ought not to have been punished for so doing, because

(according to the  Seriptures,) ‘the prohibition of . God
was addressed to Adam. alone, even before Eve was.
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made. And yet,’ woman is always to “bring forth
children in sorrow.” - If] then, an 1cc0uoh811|, who
maintained the literal | o(’ this * sorrow,” were' to
attend one of those patients who “from their more na-
‘tural mode of life,” and ¢ the greater purity of the at-
“mosphere and -food” to which they are aceustomed,
* suffered Little or no inconvenicnce from labour, as is, al-
most generally «the case with the Indian women of
South America,”* the Squaws of Canada, and many
black tribes, that accoucheur would be bound, if desir-
~ ous of duly carrying out the strict letter of the law, to
use such means that the' labour should mndeed be one
+ of % sorrow.” . A black, no more than a white woman,
* has a right to l)e exempt from a curse universally and
immutably entailed on the sex. A.q'nn, “«He (Eve's
husband,) shall rule over her.”  No doubt iweak.
. m!ndeéd husbands may find it convenient to quote this tex!
in its most literal a('CLptahon. to their wives, as some
apology for their tyranny ; but few duly impressed with
the dignity of the sex would venture hereby to-assume
wndue authority, ' Ner will woman be deterred hereby
" from vindicating her just rwh(s,'}' but this cannot be the
" case with those who' d.mmux for the literal letter of the
law. We may not, however, pursue this subject far-
“ther.. . Be the instances already adduced, sufficient to
show what inconsistency and xmpropnety there is in the
opinion that the word “sorrow” of the denunciation against
¢ the woman is literally to be accomp'ished on thesexin the
‘ present day, and that to prevent in any way this ac-
complishment, is both unscriptural and irreligious.

Professor Slmpson hasadded many logical and convinc-

. ing arguments in refutation of the actual and imaginary
. objections of the literalists. One ortwo we have ad-
- duced as our own, because they occurred to us before
we had seen the learned Professor’s book ; and because
we thought the cause” of* truth would not suffer by re-

- peating them. For others, which appear to_us most
‘cogent, we must refer the reader to the work itself 5 and
‘yet, we cannot refrain transcribing one - which appears
to,us particularly happy.  Professor Simpson says, « But
the, accoucheurs and surgeons among you, who oh,ecl to
the use of chloroform, on the ground that it goes, in their
‘oplmon,agam\tthe ohject and eni ‘of the primeval course
. upon woman, atranw]; forget that the whole science and
- whole art and practice of “midwifery is, in'its essence
‘ and ohJect, one conunumxs effort to mitigate'and remove
And afier enumerating these
means of mmgatmn the Professor continues—¢ By these

' means they succeeded partially, in. times past, in miti- |

« gatmg the sufi‘ermgs and effects of parturition, and thought
they committed no sin. Bita means 'is discovered by
B whlch the sufierings of the mother may be relieved far
' more eﬂ'ectually; and then they xmmed:ately denounce
‘_thx,, hxgher amount of rclxef as a lugh sin... demg your

‘ ’Dr ElhmlsmvA Human- Phsswlngy pngc bi‘) ) ‘
. ¥'The remark has been made in a deprenmory strain. by one.
y;\vell known for his aceomplishments as a Hebrew scholar and eri-
 tie, (hat nhhough God said, ** And he shall rule, [ Yiinshol] (the

’ Bal of active form,) over thee,” the Test is now read by some as if

it were, “ And e’ [Y:mnchel the’ Niphal' or pa sue fo m
‘ahall “be Tuled by thee . MH R ‘pg ied)

end, accordmg to their religious vxews, m‘per""ct]y, wag
1o sin—gaining your end more fully and perfectly is, they
argue, an undiluted and unmitigated peice of iniquity.”*
We must beg leave: further to quote: what a:Christian
clergyman, who takes the same view of the case as Pro-
fessor Simpson, and the humbBle’ writer of the present
inquiry, has-said in connection with this sudject, ¢ 1
should not be surprised, in the course of the debates upon
the emancipation, of the Jews, to find some memkbers
pleadmg, as some have p.eaded in former times, that to
give a Jew a legitination in_any commonswealth, is a
plam contraveation of- the will and ‘word of God con-
cerning that people.”®t  The writer was not incorrect in
his prophetic '\nt-cnpatmns. ‘In the late discussion on
:he Jewish Bill in the British Parliament, there were not
wanting those ' who d7d urge such an objeclmn, and it
was, doubtless, as much. in consequence of their ever- -
lastingly chiming this objection, as from any o l‘lex cause,
that the. Bill was lost. | \
“With  these extracts fiom Professor Simpaon we con-
clude, but not before earnestly exhorting our readers to
weigh calmly and unprejudicedly the arguments adduced
on both sides the queahon, hefore . 1}xe5 decide the em-
ployment of ‘anasthetics in ‘cases of labour to be un-
scriptural and irreligious. As to the propriety or expe-
diency of their use, in a medical point of view, as he-
fore remarked, it is not for us but for others to deude.
We desire only to show that if a certain case, should
cali for ‘their. emplnyment, both physician and. panent
would not be acting unscripturally were they to use
them. It is true, that some teachers of religion have
nct been abie to see the innocency of the practice,
and one has pronounced chloroform, in- particular, to
he “a decoy. of Satan, apparently offering itself to
hless woman ; but in the end, it will harden society,
and rob God of the deep, earnest cries which arise -
in'time of trouble for: help.” § But we have already
seen that language ‘similar in tone has been em-
ployed by such injudicious and- bigotted zealots (worse
encmies to the Scriptures than unbelievers themselves,)
when wag,mg a fierce war against the introduction of in-
oculation. “And we cannot but remember how, among
Christians, the teachings of the celebrated Galileo were
were also «hled unscrlpmra] and himsell branded. with
such titles as' ¢ liar,”? % impostor,”” etc. ; and how among.
Jews, that eminent philosopher, ‘Moses Maimonides,
whose gigantic inteliect has been extolled as well by ene-
my as by friend; was excommunicated by the French Is-
raelites, and copies of his works, now so much prized,
publicly burned by them, because he strove to disabuse
them of various absurdities they had permitted to usurp
the place of religion.. Nor can we forget that the most
important discoveries in ‘medical science, when first
broached, have had to contend with 'this same prejudice
and blgolr\§——that Harvey called down upon himself the
indignation and ridicule of the profession, because he
taught the urculatmn of the blood—that his followers

* Anwmsthesia, p. 125,
+ Anwmsthesia, p. 127..
‘ 1 Anawsthesia: p. 121, ° C
§Seun pamphlet by Dr. Elliotsan on * Surgwu] Op"luhuns‘
without pain in thic Mégmeric State.”
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were lampooned and his discovery tritten against—that
Democritus was pronounced a madman; Roger Bacon,
*a sorcerer,—that epilepsy, St. Vitus’s dance, and numer-
ous other diseases were ascribed to demoniacal posses-
 sion,’ the phenomena of electrical and galvanic appara-
tus, to the agency of spirits—that the devil was declared
really to be the chief personage, though disguised, in the
lodges of freemasons—that the truths of the physiology
of the brain, of the lacteals, and then of the Iymphatics,
bark, ‘antimony, the stethoscope were pronounced to
be no truths, Let us recollect all this, and then let us
ask ourselves with what sentiments we, at the distance
of a ‘couple of generations from the decriers of these
truths, now regard their opposition, and then let us deter-
mine that coming generations shall not so regard us, but
that they shall be obliged to confess, that however supe-
~rior and advanced they may he be in science, they.do
~ not excel usin our attachment to it; and that we have
~ been guided in the present and every other inquiry we
“have instituted, by a love of truth, of progress, and there-
. fore of God and his revelations. And above all, let us
remember that our Heavenly Father does not find any
satisfaction in ““1he deep earnest cries” of suffering hu-
manity*—¢ does not find pleasure in the death of him
that dieth ;1 but that on the contrary, God’slove for us
surpasseth that of a mother for her tender bahe. Yea,
¢ The Eternal, the’ Eternal is a merciful God and gra-
. cious, long-suffering, end abundant in goodness and
truth,P§ o Lo

‘ Montrei;l, February 28, 1”850.

© ART. LVIL—Report of the proceedings of the Sanitary Com=
mittee of the Board of Health, in relation to the Cholera
' as it prevailed in New-York in 1849. , New-York : 1849.
Pamphlet. Tp. 106. - : : “ EEREER SN
‘ . We have delayed noticing this valuable repbxjt, until
the present moment, in the hopes that we might have
appended some observations on the progress of the
cholera in this Province; we have no means of ob-
taining this desirable information; except from an offi-
cial report of the Central Board of this Province, es-
tablished last year. - We are not aware whether such a
report has been presented to the Govern{mgnt; but the
 Profession and the public have, it seems to us, some
right to demand it at their hands. o
The first case of cholera which ‘appeared in New-
‘ Y‘or‘k,‘qcéun"ed on'the 14th of May, and on the ‘161h
the sanitary ‘committee was appointed, and invested

with (uu,’,'po\‘veré, by the Bourd of Health, According- |-

ly, recognizing the value of the fullowing circum.
stances in reference to the origin and propagation of
the disease, they assumed them as the basis of, and
guide in, their operations. N

- # By, xxii. 20—27.

"t Ezek. xviii. 32

% Roail xlix. 15, - § Ex, xxyiv, 6.7

1st—That the
the atmosphere. ) ) . o
_**20d--That in attacking individuals, the discasc genorally -
gives natice of its appruach by some preliminary symptoms.. ' ’

* 3rd-—That these preliminary symptoms arg usually under the .
contral of medicine, and being urrested, the, further development
of the discase is prevented, . : T
. “4th—That tie ageney of various exciting causes ia generally
neeessaty (o develope the disease. . Among these caures the prin.
cipal are the existence of filth and imperleet ventilation, irrega.
larities and imprudencies in the mode of living, and mental dis-
turbanee.” ‘ oo : I

general cause of the discase appears fo exist in

They forthwith established hospitals in such sdcées'sjod
and in such parts of the city, as the spreading- of the
disease required, until the whole number amounted to
five.. They accomplished a thorough purification of
the city; indicated in publications, and enferced the
necessity, of czution, as regards diet and regimen, and .
tinally took means to afford in abundance, prompt and efs
ficfent medical relief. Some important reports conclude
the pamphlet. The first of which, is that of Dr. Gréer,
resident physician of the city of New.York, which- is
drawn up with great ability: afier detailing the’ pro-
gress of the discase through the several wards of the.
ci’ty,‘ he gives a synoptic‘:ﬂ view of the generalf\'}'{g{:klx
mortality  from May 19th to Oct. 13th; on which
latter day the disease ceased. From it, we glean, that
the total mortality was 15,219 ; of which, 5017 per-

| sons died of cholera asphyxia, 901 of cholera jrifantum,

226 of cholera morbus (sporadie?), 615‘0f8iarrh(ég‘,"
949 of dysentery, 378 of inﬂammatory"v‘affec\tippé,!‘gi"r:x’dﬁ
other diseases of the stomach and bowels ; exhibiting -
a proportion of 8064 ‘out. of the whole mortality, oc-
curring from diseases of alimentary canal. | The. total
mortality for the corresponding period of 1848;" was:
6362, and the total mortality from bowel aﬁ'ectiong,',of
that number, was 1565, 'The result of practice in'the.
five cholera hospitals, is thus summed up. = The total’
z‘mm‘her‘ admitted, was 1901 ; - deaths, 1021;  cured,
8803 ﬁxrnishing a per centage of cures of 46.29, and
of deaths, of 58.71. N
Under: the" auspices of the Sanitary Commiltee; se \
veral important investigations were instituted in'régard:
to the chemical condition and constitution of:the-at->
mospheric air. . These were intrusted to the chargeof’
Prof: Ellet.. We exract the most interesting ‘por-
tions of this report ;— P

« The observations of Dr. Prout, made in London in the year"
1832, seemed o indicate the presence of a foreign body in ‘the at.
mosphere at that time and place~—presenting itsclf simultancotsly
with the appearance, and continuing throughout the ‘duration’of
the cholera in that year. ~Assuming the’ correctuess of ‘Dr,
Prout’s experiments, and that the existence of the same digease |
amongst us at the present time, would be probably attended with '
a similar change in the condition of the atmosphere, it seemed d¢-,
sirable to institute rigorous experiments upon the subject. Tthere-
fore determined to submit large inasscs of air to ‘such processes .

"5 would be ealculated to insulgle from it, and presept in o sepey
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' ra!e form, or in new states of combination, any fnrcwn bod) “luch
" it might contain.

=

e S

‘ Pcrz'scojze #Sponi:zneozts Hydropkabia; ‘

It was evident from the wide extension of the
epidemic, that its canse-~supposing it 10 be atmospherie—was to
be seught in the geneial n!moqpher(- of the city, rather than in
those limited localities where its high degree of virulence mdxcutcd

" more of exciting than of prnhspa.wn;_r agencics,

- Two sets of experimenta were connnenced on the Yth day of
July. . The design of the fitst was to separate by a cold of 327 F.
_ whatever substances might be condensable from  the wir at that
temperature ; and of the other to subjcct it in considerable masses

~ to various chcrmcu! ageueics suitably seleeted.

' after the fire had burned ont.
* stantly surrounded by ice; a fire was built every morning in the

‘¢ Although the resalts of these experiments have been cntlrel)
regative—indicating, so far as they go, the presence of no forcign
matter in the atmosphere which could be regarded us the sonree

" of diseage, 1 deem it proper to describe the modes by which they

" have been reached, if for no other purpose than the information of
- fulure investigators who may engage in a similar rescarch,

* *The arrangement adopted for ublmmnw condensable products
from the air, though novel, was simple and effiecacious A tube
of large bore coming frem the external uir, at a height of aboot
© five feet from the surface of the ground, was connected with one
of the necks of a large Wolfes bottle—a similar tube passing from
_the other neck, being tightly fiited into an aperture in the flne of
an air furnace, having a gom! draught. It was found that with
‘this arrangement, when a moderate fire wns kindled in the fur.
nace, a power{ul draught of the external air.was solicited through

the apparatu and continued active for at least twenty-four honrs
The Wolfe's bottle was kept con.

furnace; and ‘the’ onemtmn was c«mlmm.d day and: nuvhl !‘nr
nearly e fortnight. . .

“ Largo quantitics of lignid matter were of conras cmldrmcd
and these were drawn off fiom time to tune, aud submitted to
chemica] examination.  The liquid was found o have the sensible
qualities of a richly aerated water,  After allowing the minute
quanmy of dust which, had becn mechunically introduced with
the current of air, 1o subside, it was petfeetly transparent, und
. destitute of taste and odour. It exhibited no decided acid or al
" kaline reaction to test.papers, dihough more delicate reagents
showed the presence of eatbonie acid.  ‘Traces also ufchlumw__
probably in the state of chloride of sudium, which is generally
. present in the atmosphere near the w.l—-nnd of annnonia, were
also detceted ; but their gnuntities were too small for’ nccnralc de.

. termination, wnh the means at my disposal.

" Pomona of the clear hqmd were also tested with <mhobh
agenls, for-the purpose of determining the presenee: of, urn:mxc
‘matter. .‘This was found, but in quantities apparently ot frreater
* than is usual i rain water tha Jus fallen thruugh the ntum “pheie

“of a city in-warm weather. -

24 Both the clcar Jiqnid, and zlmqmllmcn(ary deposit were gube
ected to rigorous ‘microscopic ¢ xauination, botly, b} myself and by
r: Frey, whose e\putncm in such rescarches is well known ; but

no appearznce of orgunized beings, zither mu'nal or vegetable,

-was observed. .

“ * For the purpose nf ddenmmng wllclhcr uny fmuwusuhf ance

- could be separalcd from the air by purcly chemical au,nta I em

_Played, as an aspirator for drawing it tnoogh them, » gas holder
contammg about sixty g gallons,  The sspirator having been filled
rrekua tn each experiment with water, and the ¢ scharge of the
tter so ad_;usted as to oceupy frum twentyfour to thirty-six
_hours, 2 current of air wae slowly diawn through’ the, Tuuids em-
‘pleyed, which were cuntained n a ‘serive uof Wolfe's buttles, ar-
“‘ranged with delivering tuhes draven o capillary osifices,.
**The liquids through which the ajr was paesed in the success

_“ive experiments, were solutions of indide of potassivm in &taveh.

water; of basic, neutral and aeid acctates of leed ; - of nitrate of
+Jead; of nilrate of silver ; ‘of baryta; of potassa; of hivdiochlorie
racid ; and of the chlorides of gold and of plahnum Without en.
. téring into unnceeshry d.,hul 1 may state that these cxpi‘rmwntq

- afforded results of the same (Ju.:ruurr with theso obtained by the

exammulmu of the hquul prucmnd by vefrigerution, Hvdmsul
phunc acid could not be detected. | C arbonic acid, chlormu, any,

" monia, and, orgnnlc watter were fonnd, in varving, bul never,iu
 eufficient.

juantities to justily a suspicion that they could aff et
. the ealubrity of the atmosphere which contained them.

“ Reéjeated endiometricul analysis of the air were also perform-
ed by meuns of. nn ap parulus t.apab!c of uﬂurdmg much mor:

accurate rm.lt« thzm u:c instruments gencra"y cmployed for the
purpose. The average of twelve experiments gave in thehundred’
parts by measure, 21421 parts of oxygen, and 79 579 of nitrogen,
These numhers approxiate very closely to those obtained some:
years since by Dr. Hare, at Phn!.xdelphm, and indicate no. depar.
tare from the nonnal constitution of the atmosphere,’ K
- ** Atan early period of the prevalence of the epidemic, the pub. |
lic attention was ninch dirccted to « peculiar principle ealled
tozone,’ which was asserted to be present in’ the ‘air, and to be a
probable cause of the pestilence!  Several pereons eshibited the
rezults’ of cxperiments which they considered as proving its
presence ; and certain chemical relations supposed to characterize
it were made the basis of modes of treating the direase, which
were announced as having proved eminently suceessful. 1 decrd ‘
it therefore my duty to institute numerous and cautious exper’
ments to ascertain whether, there was any substance present in
the air cdpublv of producing the chemical effeets atiributed 1o
tozone’ In the course of this mvcslngatmn i was foiced to the
conclusion not ouly that no ruch peenliar prirciple or condition
existed in the almwphrrc at the tirne; but that the experiments
of those Buropean chemists who have annouuced the production
by artificial means, of such u new form of matter, or such a modi.
fied or *allotropic’ condition of any of thuse funns prckuslv‘
knm\u to us| are unsatisfactory.™

p——y

Aur. LIX. —1\ zlhc}-n Lancet ond Gazellc of Legal Medi:
cine, ele. Edited by Franas J. D’Aviexon, M.D.,
Ausable .Fmks, and Honace Ngisox, M.D.  Platls-

burg, Vol. I, No. 1. Plaltsburg' 1830. Monthly.

The January number of this new aspirant to public
favour, was laid upon vur tal: o afow days ago.  The
number contains thirty-two pages of donble columm®
cach, Jarge octavo size, and of neat typo"mplncal exe-
cution.. We m)nu. that a coucldemblu portion is de.
voted to Forensic Medicine ; .'md in this rc~pvct, this
journal pwscnts cmncxdu'ablc (-Lums to the natice of
;:vmlcmon of the law. Tu'the words of the Fdllﬂ!‘n,
these "t'nl]vmen are now ¢ prc&cnlod \vnh an. nppor
ity of becoming (hou,ughly .chnalntvd with a study .
and equally requisite (o
a ¢ pragtical’ medical. edueation.”” - We  wish our
estectped friend, Dr. Nalson, and his coadjutor, every .
success in their enterprize, and if the subsequent sum-
bers matintain the bigh standard which '!n- present
one basg vvulvmlv .accunn'(l, its rank amoun the stand.
ard periodicals of the day can r;caucly Le doubted-
It is published at the low price of B1 per annan, in.
advance; and we notice that R.. W. Lay, Notre
Dame.street, bus been Qppmntcd '\"en( for this city.
We'will o.\'clmwc \\'lth our new. c«mtempomxy wnlh

of paramount interest to them,

~plm1 ure.

PRI\BTICt UF MEDIGINE AND PATHULOGY

h[mnhmmm: Iy dmplmlnn ~-Dr (‘ondxc pluculed 1he outhzwv
of a case of Sp. wiancous - lydrophobia. “The petson in whom it
occewired, was « man of the nune of Willets, an overseer in  the
skip-ymd of Simpsun & Neill, Southwark, about 35 ycars of age
and of robust frame and active, temperate babits. . He had en-
joyed, previously, unintertapted health, being unablt‘ 1o yecolleet
an altack of any severe Qlclmes‘, e\(cepungd short " t.onvu!cxvc



. yellowish mucus;

‘paroxysm with which he had been se
- Tuesday evening, August 27th, he wes( home in his usual health,

aud body of the epigastrium.
‘seized with'a mos
+ 1y by a general spasm 3 which, bowever, continued ouly u few
munutes,
.interval of two hours, -

“thirst, w

- of jactitation 3 'his eyes had

T T AT

T acatial

« Periscope.—

Case of Malignan

t Tumor.

zed seveial years ago. . On

The ensuing morning, on awaking hiom sleep,

stifiness along the lelt side of the neck
ness in the arm of that side; this he a1
the preceding night, during ‘
of the air.  Dr. T, 8. Reed was applied 1o, who dirceted
propriate treatment, which, however, did not
under which the patient faboted.
pain extending fiom the oceiput

hie expericuced
»_and a sense of numnb.
1ibuted o exposure on

abate the symptonss
- He roon began 1o comyplain of
along the left side of the neck
1 ol il Fechng ilirsty, be teok o tumbler
of water in his hand, but en attemopling to swallow some was
painful sense of suffocation, followed iu-tant.

A sinupism was applied to the nape

apism ; of the neek, and
a large teaspoontul of laud.aium was giv

en. and repeated alter an
The patient slept none. During the
whole of Wednesday night he was tormented with an urgent
t hich induced himto attempt to swallow water, but c?cry
time the atempt was made, the sense of suflocation and the
spasms recusred.  Dr. C. saw the patient, with Dr. Recd, at
noon on the 20th of Angust.  le found bim in a constant state
a peculiar wild, suspicious look 3 his
. itly coated along ils centre, with a
vlow st was somewhat peinted and 1ed atits edges
his skin was cool und moist.  Ile complained of pain con-

tengue was moist, and slig

" Wencing on the left side of his neck and extending down the side

" upon the bureau in

“and offered violenca

ol his body, with  sense of weizht or constriction at the epigas-
Gium.  He answered the quesiions put to him correctly, Lut in
a quick, sharp tone of voice. . Ile comphined of inten. e 1hir-1,
but every time lie attempted to drink he was seized with the
most agmuzing sense of suffocation. - To show me the mauner
in which it aflected him, e seized a ghiss of water which siond
: 1 bis room, and by wsudden, jerking wmiotien,
bronght it to his lips ; on attempting to swallow a few drops he
beeame violently convulsed; threw bis limhs about in a wild
agitated manser; his eycs staring wildly open s his face assuns.
ing a dark hue, and his who'e chest heaving as onein the agony
of suffocation.  During the par ‘ ¢

hard, and frequent, but itntwediately upon its close, it Lecime
mure developed, soft and slow 3" the’ face, at the soine time, fost
its flush, and the forehead became covered with a profuse
Spiration. *As soon as the paroxysm, which' lasted only fora
few wminutes, ceazed, the patient became periectly rational, but
continued in 7 state
lying dow

cvery few ‘minutes from his mouth with great force, and cvery !
“thme in‘a different divection over the soom, a small’ portion of
+thick frothy suliva.

fauces, nor was
the thicat or epigastrimn.  As the patient lay upon his back, |
tosk up a fon unperceived by him, and with” it gently wgirated
the anr over bis face 5. he was immediate!y scizod with the sarne
convulsive paroxysm as ou atfempling 1o swallow Huids, Lut |

intense, amd of shorter. duration. . The mention aud sight of
? ol constriction in 1" thhoat, and a.

waler caused, he &aid, a se
peculiar, indescribable dread. The air blew direetly npon him,

through an open window, at the side of his bed ; this caused him

1o uneasiness, it was rather, he deelwed, agiceable to him. . Bo-
dies in ‘motion, as the waving of the window cumain, or 1he
agitation of the trecs seen from bis 1000, produced no effect upon
him. - He declaved . that he had sever been hitten by a dog, no
had, for the tass eighteenaycars, 1cecived any, wound or contusion.
Upan minute examination of his bady, no cicatiix conld be disco-
veted. Heattiibuted the symptoms under which he was lal.outing,
to his having hecome ovérheated while working in the sun, and
then ehudled in consequence of a sudden ¢
turs of the air.  He was directed Dover's powder in seruple doses,
to be repeated at short intervals, and haif deschin doses.of chlo.
roform. A Dlister was applied 1o the nape ‘of ths peek, awd an

.

active cathartic was adwinistered.. But a very small portion’ of
A medicine was taken, as every attempt to swallow braag

! it on
instantly a’ sense of impending suffocation, and a vialent parox-
ysw ol convalsions. + Towards the latrer part of the day the
Patient became very mueh agitated, wandered over the. honse,
to those who attempted to restrain him. In

e evening he was more calm, and . teok seme bread soaked in

a sudden change in the temperature
an ap- .

xysm his pulse was contracieat, ) dicd of caneer of
]
o

ol constant rapid molion, getting up and | enlarged liver, &e. 5 subsequently, bie pas
n—Ilirst on one side then on the vther; and ejecting  puwisaing the studivs ol lnn profession, he began to suffer from

There was no vedness nor swellig of the |
any pain or wneasiness excited by preseure apon

tea, the swallowing of which was ‘attended with only slight diffi-
culty.| He now complained of pain at the top cf his head; the
whole head felt hots there was a slight injection of the eyes; the
pulse was full and firm.  Cold applications were directed to his
head, and his feet were immeised in hot water. Blood 'to the
amount of twelve or lourieen ounces was taken from his arm,
when his pulse sank and he soon after fainted.  He now became
more tranquil; the inability to diink fluids stifl, however, conti-
nued. Karly on the morning of the thirtieth he died; his death
being unpreceded by coma and unattended by convulsions.—
No post mortem examination could be obtained. - '
After his death a report was circulated that the patient had
b-en bitten by a pun he was handling, which subsequently died,
but upon investigation. this report was found to be unsupperted
by any satistactory evidence of the fact. It was unquestionably
a case: of spontaneous hydrophobia.— Transactivns of the College
i of Phys. of Philadelphia. B ‘
P KN NI N

Su

RGERY.

Case of Muliguant Tumor of eight or len years slanding, cured
after wn years, by a strict. Diet of Bread and Milk, with re..
marks; by 1L 3. Bownrren, M. D., of Boston, Mass.—Ia ac-
cardanee with your ‘request, I copy for your Jurnal my notes of
the very interesting case of Dr. Twitciell. 1 obtained them from
himyduting my late visit to the Granite State,” and he kindly al-
lows me to publish them.  Every medical man, I precume, is
sonewhat acquainied with Dr. T He is one of the most noted
of our New Euglund surgenns. His encnit has a diameer of fifiy
miles—and he bus always, even.while. soffesing from the loeat
discase, 1 ehall endeavor 16 detail, been able to diive his hundred
miles, i necestary, in the twenty.four hours, and in his own 'car.
ringe, over the hills f his native State. "#he medical bistory of
Vhis fife is extianely intaesting, 1 shall therefore, give that, very
briefly, before eureving upon the consideration of bis local disease.
Ist. Carcinena has appeared in his family.  [hs grandmother
the mamma; his sister of a scirthous pylorus,
i Fhese are all the dota ot his hereditary tendencies that bear upon
s our main topic. . o L
24, In very early Lo, Do T, was in delieate bealth.  As a
i youth, hie' was stronger and wag among the foremost in all athletic
“sports, . While st colleze be becwme dyspeptic 5 bad icterus, with
vd . grall.stones. Whilst

asthma, and for wbout 20 ycars was very mnch subject to'violen
Sattachs of i1, cavsing orthopnaer, &e. Duiing all this time, b
Pate animal foud very freely, three times daily, and’ digested
Ceasily, whereas vepetable food cansed dyspepuie difliculties. Beini
induced, owing to n severe ache of Ure face, to abandon thd
cautse, be grave np, for mne years, the use of meat. Irom this
“petiod at whish be first abandoned ment, be has never had anate )
tack of asthina, anid, D P considers” these two facts related -
Ceach other, aseause and effeet. Morcover, vegetable food wao
soon casily b, Adter the nine years of vegetadle regimen, Qs
Phegan gradually fo 1dsmine the use of the mibler kinds of auimae .
[feod, such as panltry, and som what o the more sold meats, un-1
; ol two yewrs sinee, when e cammceneed the very rigid diet, wineh
Duill he desenbed when treating of his local discase, which is the
Cwwore iumediate objeet of this paper. Falty, T will stete/as in..
Sdicative pethaps, of the tendepe.cs of the cataneous systam o
' mrbid scten, thut about four yewrs ngo, be bad a papular ciop.
' ten lasting six weeks, wnd hkewise, thut very many years ago,
e Bad & wart.hke wior onthe sealp, which dissppeared ender

ote, rxternaily applicd.”

Cthe vee of ¢re

A

hange in the tempdiral] 3, The loeal disease, the towse and result of which, | present

i us the chief obj et of interest, commenced cight o) teh yemssivee, -
ras a smadl bat hara e ot the interas] angle of the sipht eye.
" Whan first poticed, it was nbout as large as o mustard seed and
not painfal. He ocessionally touehed it, and had some suspiciom
Cthat s might cventuadly prove to le of a malignan: character. - 1t
“was imbedded in the substance of iho, cutis, and from the first
scemed vory slawiv to augment in size.” At times he thought he
felt seme lancinuting pains in it, which radiated to the brow.s It
Cliowever did not interfere with the functions of the lachrymas
duets, &e. About 1843 the tumor had become newly as large all
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o l’e}iscope.%'Therapeutic Action of Aconitum N apellus.

a pea and a tendency to the formation. of a scab was observed.
'He then was mduced to ‘iry . .some -Jocal applications, and fre-
‘,quenliy until 1843, used “Jesning’s Ointment.’* . This re.
-"moved the scab, and d:cplnyed three -small lobes from which "ex-
. uded a litle purulent fluid.”, At first the morbid growth seemed
Jessencd by this and other mlider applications, but no permanent
- eflect was produced. . At'times the dx<charge ceased, but only to
‘return again, and the thmor gradually lost its, trilobed nupcct It
- wasat this period guite conspicuous to every bysldnc‘er. .
Alwusl 1845, Dr.'George. Hayward, of this city, removed the
‘ maJorpart of it with 1he scnlpc) / ¥or a'short time, the wound
secmed domg well ; but finelly, it_did not heal, and 1wo months
* afterwards it was opctated on again and nitrate of silver was ap-
plied.. . Mcanwhllc. however, therc, had been experienced much
~ lacal pain, = 1t'was deejicr scated, less transitory, and radiated to-
-wards the brow and cheek. Someumes it wus severe enoagh to
awal.en ‘him at pight, and was worse usvally alter-long rides,
“‘The application’s during, 1846-7 'were chiefly of a very simple
characlcr, cold cremn--pmpamtmns of zine, &c!, and once the
odid eoftead. . All active applicalions cansed inflammation of the
cnnjuncuva. The tarnor continued to augment slightly, and 'in
. the spring of 1847, it presented to.my eye a decidedly malignant
appearance, . 14 was an uleer about ihe'size of the top of the fin-
. ger, with ragged, hard, clevaicd. edges, and the irritation fiom
, the discharge caused the. patient - frequently to.apply his handker.
- chief.to the part... : At night it caused a glueing of the lids and a
. dischorge on the side of the' nose. - 1 éertainly believed, and Dr.
T tella:me that he though, at that' tinte, that the disease would
gradua)ly augmsnt and. mvuive the eye —and he bad determined,
i necen=ary. to huve this organ extirpated.- His general hc.mh
_ ms'it hag been already Stated, continued good ;- but, when not uc-
tively, omp!oyed the mind wus somewhat depressed at the prospect
' befnre him.- " At the meeting of the American Medical Association
in Philadelphia, May, 47, | “he cunsuited several of the eminent
men, whom he met, 1 believe, 1 inay say, that all regarded it asa
dxsease ‘of the most serinus nature, although seme t‘muoh: it might
bé eured by local '\ppllcmxona, and nthx 1S mdmc l'urtherupem'
mm.f :

C DT rewrned home d:scouragcd ‘and he dccxdt.d to give up
all use of medicincs mlcmal]y of . of. external applications, but to
try a course of, the. most rigid: dict;, . 51 arting from a theary that

: mahgnam diseases arise frum the . fuel that we take too much car.
2 hon’ into our syﬂtcm, he delcrrmm‘d to Tive, from that time, uporn
‘a bwad and wilk diet,.ond if at the end of séme months he did not
* find'‘any, diminition  in’ the disease, he ‘still detcrmiued to 'uss
_ nothing but bread and water, .Since his return from Philadalphia
he has stnctiy adhered. o the bread and milk. He has used
three times ‘daily_ from Siv. to Fvi.. of cream of the richest miik,
- sndfame quanmy of either white or brown bread. He continucs
~ that diet'still, - '
: Tha resuh ‘upon the local dzscase, have becn as follows '«—The
‘pains in the part were lessened . almost immediately.  The puru.
" lent d;acharga very soun began to lessen, dnd in'two or three
months; . it was. evident that ihe discase was ‘not  augmenting.

Durmg thc !o!luwmg winter the improvement was more-decided |

In thespring of 1848, being, obliged to ride over” dusty roads, to
“ gréat distances, -the eye was. more irritated. . Nuvertheless, he
. felt, and higifriends assured him. that the dxsu/x\ed part was rcmlv
- lcsscnm ‘and tending tfowards a cure. Since that perivd a
. stead (iprovcment has taken place. . "Ihe uleerated mass, which
" wea 50 perceptible to me two years since-~has wholly gone, and
j,rxnw {August,
angles of the two eyes, save thal in the right 'one’ there'is a- minute
* ‘white epot, aboit a Jine in diameter, looking like @ 'cieatrix. 1tis
! not’harder than the adjacent parts, and had I not known of the,
- existence n(prevmus dlSCdSG, I should not have noticed even this.
' There is no ‘discharge, uo paiue, and a perfect core seems Lo have
hcen accompushed of a* disease that had “'been exmmu for about

r=./in’a patient aged 68 years.. ‘
- The eifects of this rigid dtct upon'; lhe conalllutum us & *vhole
mleresm\g. .
- In his mental estate,” l)r T thmks he has been much less irri-

: 1Bble’th.m ‘when he was omnivorons. v
) Hc had, at-one tine, -an atiack of, verti gn (tu w)nch hmvever,
he ‘has bom alwayy linble;) and, finding that he, wag ﬂlowmr' cors

pulﬂnt undcr the dict, he, tor a Lime, took lessof it i

- # Mackenzie on the Eye, .

| quence ofa theory, excites in me the greatesl - delight,

[1849) 1-can, disenver no difference between the |

| pain.

{1c has always been as strong ag whcn indulging in a"‘more ge- :
nerons diet. :

" He has been .:b!o 0 brcathe beucr, havmg had less tendency to
dyspncea. ‘

His digestion has bcen good bul with a ahght tendcncy to coe. .
tiveness,.

His organs of cirenlation havc been unaffected.

Renal ctcrct:on‘ for years, a little dlslul’bt,d as is not unl‘re-
qnmtly the case in persons of his age.’

Finally, Dr. T. presents fo my ‘mind thc p:c.ure or a hale, ro.
bust man, in perfect health,” so far as one ‘can perceive, and bat.
slizhtly touched by thz influcnce of his man) 3enra of: honomble
'md suecessful labar, -

Rerrecrions vres DroTos Casr.—Thc most important topic
involved in the foregoing record is the restoration to health from -
what scemed to be.a malignant discase, and that this result fol..
lowed the strict dict of bread and milk for two years. . .

Second. The cessation”'of -asthmatic difliculties, after they, had
trnnbled the patient for twenty yeoss, and that this cure likewise
fullowed the change of. diet—from an almost strictly animal diet
to one quite the reverse, viz: strictly vegetable.

Third. Sume rcaders may ask if these two cures are not merely :
examples of the © post-koc ; and they may deny that there is any
complete evidence of the *¢ propter hoe.” 1 consent to the doubt,
for it has entered my own mind. Nevertheless, il they are mere
coincidences, they are pregnant with important suggestions. I
confess that, in mv. own practice, I have never met with any cases -
su significant of the power that diet, lmp!y and heroxcally used ‘
hus to re.organize a man. ‘

Fourth, Dr. "I\’ case chomesmleroatmg asan cvidence of,
the power of 1 man to sub]cc!, hisbody to strict rule. In thisepi-
curean age, it is quite refreshing to find one who ¢ cats tolive, and
dnes not hvc to cal.” A worthy profcs:mnal brolhx.r. of this city,
said, when'the casc was related  to him, ** It might cbrlamly be a
qneatlon whether life was desirable under such archmen [l ¢
lionor a hero wherever T find him, and the heroisa of Dr. T, in
undertaking and pursuing his course e long, “mercly in conse-
In ‘this
sceptical, “unbelieving era, 1'Tke to see any one havmg Saith.
Whetlier the theory was correct or not, it matters little—the fixed:
will of its fullower aronses my cmhuamﬂ'n ¢:-d thw brings mo. to ‘
another topic of interest. .

-Fifth. 'The theory which govemcd Dr. s it em'rec:l? I
cnn fess that T am unable to_solve the question; 1 mercly suggest

" Sume, whom 1 consider as our ablest ammal chemists, think
that it was by the process of starvation, as deseribed by Licbeg,*
thut the cure was wrought.. It scéms to me that this eannot be’
the true L,\plmmtwn-—-fur ‘Dr. T. has always been stoat, and it will’
be remembered that at ons time he actually gained flesh undcr the
cn.l '-—-C/tarleslan Medical annal ‘

: E\ .
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'Ifmmpauuc Al tion of Ac.mztum Napellus.-—~ The follov'ma iw
an abridgment of papers, by M. Tessier, on this subjeet, in: ths
Guzette Médicale de L) oa, for 15th and 31st January, 1849 :—
Aconite has thrée modes of action, viz. 4 narcotu:, an ant:
phingistic, and a apecml activn on the skin.,
1.” Nareotic Action.~Sume deuy that aconite acts in uns way |
but,” nevertheless, the 'fzct is incontestable. It is'sufficient to -
place some drops of the tincture on the tangue, 10 e satisfied | of
the narestic action, on the nervous systemn ; for it excitegsa’ very '
decided fu.hng of numbnessm that orgin. Besides, thn a'full
dose is udm.mbtercd it is no uncommon thing to observe delu:
sinns, vcrtlgn, cnlldpse and deliviom i—in fact, such' ¢ffécta” sre
known to follow opium and poirons from the t‘amnly solanew. " In*
pamful disenses, too, it often’ . ‘givesa, wonderful lmmmmy from,‘
1 have administered Aconite’in’'a great number of painfal
diseases—in’ dull pains in the bones, in facial neur: dgm, in tooth..
ache, sotiatica, cancer, &c.; and Iluvc obsvrvcd effeets’ whlrh,
from their diversity, well meril attention. While morphia, with '
a faw very rare exceptions, calms every ‘spécies of pain, acnmle."
unly rLlnvcs 4 certain <pecml LlaSS. Thus 1 havc ncver been able,_‘

# Animal Chemiistry, Cambridge ‘ed,, ps 25 ‘1842, N '



- wards to he gpoken of,

- Periscope~— Therapeutic At

on of Acenitum N npellus

" by meansof it, to assuage the pain of exostosis, cancer, myclitis,
- ‘nephritis, gastralgia, or whitlow ;' but, on ihe other hands I have
- oblained the bestresults from its use in sueh painful affectivns us

have s catarrhal or rtheumatismal cause, along with disordered

- function of the skin, such as rhcumatism, ‘angina, toothach, &e.
- Aconite is, then, in a certain class of cases, a narcotic: agent

{ngeat slupffiant), but-this action 1s subordinate to another, ufter.
.2 Antiphlogistic Action.—The reslity of this mode of opera.
tion is believed in by Dr. Fleming; by Dr. Giscomini, who places
aconile smonyg the hyposthenic arterial remedies ; and by the
‘homeeopaths, who aflirm that this niedicine muy be used as a
substitute for bleeding in the most urgent cases. T solve the

. question, a8 {o the existence of antiphlogistic  properties,

itwill, not do_(like Dr. Fleming), 1o choose "cases of ricuma.

~iiem,  bronchitis,” pneumonia, crysipelas, or neuralyrin, ail ‘of
. which can usually be cured without the abstraction of bload :

but we mast take diseases in'which bleedings are rexarded as in-
dispensable, as inflammation. of the brain, apoplexy, periton
hypertrophy of the heart, inflammatory fever, aud ophthulmia,
from the introduction of a foreign body into theeve,  In.my ex.
periments with aconite on the latter class of cases, 1 have not met
with a single instance in which the aconite could usafully be pre.

* ferred to bleeding. .- T have also given w in active hemarchages,

in hmmoptysis, and in menorrhagia—and without any, advintage,
From my observativns, aconite docs noluppear ta be more sujtable
1o the plethoric : and upon the ‘whole, I am inclined to think that
it answers best with persons of a nervous or lymphatic tempéra.
ment, and esnccially with those predisposed 1o rheumatismal and
catarrhal affecuons. T do not, however, maintain that aconite

" mever uels as an antiphlogistic @ for by and by Lam guing tmen.

" when deranged by ehecked transpiration, or by some virns,

-subduc the, irritation -of the nose; throat, and Lrouc

tion cases in which it bas seusibly redneed the pulse ; but then |
will show, at.the same time, that the wction on the circulation
was indirecl, and that it is by regulating "another function thay

acovite diminishes fever, . o

L& Action on the Skin.—If the principal therapeutic  action of
aconile be mneither warcotic and culmative, nor antiphlopistic,
what jtis? My eply is, the special action of aconite is on the
skin, [ It possesses the property of climinsting Trom the vesscls of
the hurtful matter; and of re.establishing the cutaneous funetions

-

think that it has the special power of controlling diseases arising
from cold, and othere in which » morbid principle is retained ju the
culaneons LsSuce, as ocaurs in the exanthematous fevers. CTtis
a stiitable medicine in gl those dizcases in which the function of

* the skin is disordered, us an articular and useular theumatis:

a8 weil as in rhevmatism of the nerves, including sciatics and
odoutalgia 5 also in affections of the mucus membranes, sach as
bronchitis, cte ; Iikewise n the exanthennta, o

‘Diseases in which: Aconite is used.—Courbature~A' bruised
feeling in the limbs, ereeping sensitions of the surfuce, lassitude,
héadache, and general discomfort, constitite the group of sy
‘toms callvd by this name; and they are also ‘symptoms which
spacially indicate the ure of wconite.” "The desired relicf wiil gene.
rally follow, by tuking duily from five to wen drops of aleoholic
tincture, in a bitle water, 'or hland vegetable infusjun, . B

“Catarrhal Fever, s Hufeland “showed, is caused by the sus-
pension of the active functions of the skin.  Ita physicai charac.

“ters are: a'terations of heat und cold, draggivg pains in the limbs,

increased frequency in thd desire to muke water, a tendeocy o,
sweat, general fever complicated with a Jocud aflection, which is
generally coryza, angina, or bronchitis.  The theragrutic indiea-
tiona'are : 1st, To re-cotublish the functione of the ekin ; 24, Lo
) 1 tubes.
Aconite fulfils all thescintentions. . In catarrhal fever, as in cour-
hature, it enuses the . pain in the hmbs, the shiverings; und the

- hénte'to subside, and, at the sume time, greatly simplifies the pro.

qress of the affeciion of the mucous membrans, - But aconite

_does not, unzided, fulfil the second - intention, which requires'the

assistance

of upiates, blisters, sr such other means as may be sui.

“table. L . . K ! .
' Angina and Acute Bronchitis—Like MM. Tessier,. of Paris,

and Gabalda, the author has scen aconite of much service in these

» affections, by dimmishing in the former, the pains of 'deglutition,

~and in the

Iatter, rendering the fits of coughing much less distress.

ing. . o .
| “dtheumutism,—To have 4 copreet appreeiation of the agtion of |

aconite in rheamalism, it is necessary to discriminate between tho-
different forms of theumatism, for it is very far from possessing the
sume influence over all of them. - The cases in which it succeeds
best are—recent rheumatic pains, unaccetnpanicd by swelling and
fever, or in which these symptoms are slight. - In them,’ il pos-
sesses very great cffictey, and is preferable o bleeding ; alsoto
inoculation with moiphia, or the use of belladonna—which drugs
are mcere pallintives'of pain. * In acute articular rheumatism, ac~.
companicd by decided swelling of the. joints and ardent fever,
aconite is of less value. . At the ouset, owever, of such attacks,
it ey be ndininistered with advantage, for the purpose of dininish- -
ing the afflax of  blood [la finzion] to the joinis ; but when the
synovial ntembrane and the fibrous and ligamentons structures of
the jaints hegeme inflamed, sconite is useless, and, in my opinion,
the best treatment is by. large doscs of nitrate: of potash, . In
chronic apyrexial thenmatism, the resulis uregood, thongh not so
striking as in recent attacks., By persevering in the nse of aconite
for six weeks or two ‘months, obstinate rheumatic’ pains, which
huve existed' for years, may he subdued. Acn\ni‘w.‘ hesides being
remedial, possesses preventive propertive; by its decided influence
over the theamatie diathesis. When given with this view, it must’
be continued for months, 1o .all rheumatic affections, but espe-
cially those which are chronie, the deses must be much larger
than those which are ruitable fn the discases formerly  spuken of.
[t ja necessary to begin with 1en or twenty drops of ihe-alcsholic
tinctare, and to increase the quantity up to four, six, or cight.
gramumes,* ' L S Ve
Eruptive Fevers.—In these affections, as in catarrhal fever, the
pulse is bronght down § the eruption isaisn mude Lo come out bet.
ter, The beneficial intluence of acomte on the progress of the .
exanthemata has already been mentioned, in a work published at
Lyona—L+ Pharimacopée de Vitet. ' Tt docs not appear whether
the discovery of this property of the medicine belongs to Vitet, or
whether it wag stated by him at second hand. R o
" Erysipelas.—M. Tessier agrees with Drs Fleming and Gabhal.,
dain belicving thut aconite diminishes the duration and the dan.’
ger of this disease. | would wish to call the atientivg of surgeons
to its value in erysipelas attaking wounds 3 so that v observa-
tions may be venfied. I have several times seen a prompt and
remuckable amendment foilow the daily use of fromy ten tu twenty
drops of the tincture, in cases of erysipclas spreading around
wounds and uleers, and accompanied by severe constitutional
symptoms. o e T e T
Preumonig.—M. Tessicr agrees with Dr.® Fleming, that the
aconite, when adinmistered #t the commencenment, tends o res-
tore the suppressed transpiration from the skin, and may thus give
a ‘milder charseter to the discase : but it inflammation” have ac-
tively set in—il auscaltation Teveal engurgement and cotdensa-
tion—1ive must not anticipate resvlution from the exhibitiun of
acnnite. | ' R PR S
Mode of Administration —Y am traly sstonished at Dr, Flem.
ing recommending the largest doscs to be nsed when ‘an antiphlo
gistie, rather thun'un anodene or nareotic, cffvet is‘desired, o
cver much T respect. so distinguished an authority, 1'must state
thut my practice is entirely ditfferent,  In a case of rheumatism,
neuralgin, or uvy other affection in which [ wish the  calmative
properties of the wedicine, I give from ten 1o twenty drops of the
tmeture, and gradually augment the dose to three, tour, five, or
even to cizht graunnes in the day; but, on the contrary, ‘when'l
give it in the courbaiure or caturrhal fever, L order only from five
o ten drops in the twenty-four hours, and by such doses 1 bring,
down the puise, und diminish all the other febrile symptoms,
without inducing sny svmptoms of poisnning.  prefer the tine.
ture, a8 more cerlain than the extract.  'I'he tineture,- dituted
with one or'two paris of water, may be applied topically’ in-nen-

» Let us caution our readers not to use the tinctares® in com-
mon use in this country inéuch: duses. © No physician ought o’
prescribic zeonite, without minutely specifying the preparation he -
wiends io be used.  That which ‘we prefer is Dre - Flenung's
Tincture of the root - which is transparent, in color like -gherry -
ine, 2nd of a slightly bitter taste. The following is'the formula’z-
* Tuke ol root of A, Napcllus; earcfully dried und finely powder.
¢d, sixteen -cunces tray 3 rectitied spirit, sixteen fluid ounces ;
mucerate for four duys ; then pack into a percolator ; add rectifi-
ed pirit until twenty' vunces of tincture are obtained,”, Doso |
from three to five mimims in repeated doses, e
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Penscopc.-— Cuse of Fotal Pozsomno- by Metallic. Arsentc. oy oo -

ralgia 3 but used in this wuy, acomlc is an unccrlrun remcd) -
Lvml Jour. of Med.

MEDICAL JURISPRUD‘NCE.

ﬂnlrs o n Case ‘of Futnl l’msnnm'r I:J ﬂ]rtullm A:.srn,L.
By B. Sillunan, Jr., M. D., Professor of ‘Chemisity and Toxicolo.
gy in the University of Louisville. and. of ('nvmmry applied to
' !he ‘Arts, in Yale College.—The case here related is of interest
clncﬁy bvcame of the comnparative rarity of this mode of arsenical
possoning.  T'he facts of the case and the steps of my examination

are 'given very nearly in the words of the deposition—this may’

ncvnumforthn want of condensation in this communication, which
“ might otherwise be presented in much fewer words. 1t may not,
‘however, be without interest to the general reader, as showing,
- 10 somc degree, the maunser in which lhc tox: Lolmrm proceeds in

" such’ cases.
On the fourth d'ly of September, 181‘) Dr. 4 W. C., of Bristol,

Conpecticut, hronght to my laboratery the stomach of a man, who,

‘28 he stated, died in the town of Bristol, under suspicious anum~
stances, leading to the supposition that he had been poisaned.
consenred 10 1oake 2 toxicological examination of the stomach, at
. hig request. ‘['his 1 commenced in his presence immediately after
the presentation.  The stomach was presented 16 me in a vessel
ot afeohol ; both the orifices of the organ were tied with ligatures,
-~ which, as { was informed, were paton before its removal from the
- body. The stomach had not been opened ; it was 10 appearance
fresh, no change nor decomposition having taken place ; never.
theless it appeared of a livid and unnatural color. A strong
herizontal fine divided it into two equal portions, the lower partion
heing. dark. the upper opaque and not l.*mumml in its appearance.
. With Dr. C.% assistance I opened the stomach by a long jneision,
exposing its interior.. Tis internal dppearance was strikingly an-
healihy, livid and inflamed, resembling the effects of acate gastritis.
Its contents ‘appeared singularly unnataral; being ot less in quan-
" 1ity than one pint of dark colored, brownish fluid, thick, and re.
_ sembling in color and appearance Yich chocolate. . The line of
dWston spof\t.n of bt'fmc wag not so apparent on the interior as
on'the ¢~erior.  The whole intesor su'ﬂve presented strong evi-
~ dence of inflammation ; the color was livid, with lines of extra-
“.vasated blood. ‘I'he’mucous coat was jined with the chocolate
_.colored maiter before mentioned.. [ detected no trace of food in
.- thie stomach, save a few ﬁ...mems of reddish matter resembling
" the skins of tomataes.. oo
" My first chemical examination was m‘ld\ upon the con(enrs of
the stomach. lproceeded toanalyze the chocolate colored matter.
After reducmfr it t a transparent solution by means of agents of
-« known purity, Isubnmted it to the acijon of a current of sulphu-
" retied hydrogen. I was svon satisfied, frain the orange colored
-precipitate that was produced, that there was somie metallic sub-.
stance present iv the stomach,  'T'his precipitate was not very
“abundant, nor of so deep an arange color as to be of ibe most
decided character., [t was, however, anple(c’l" soluble in‘canstic
nmmon.a-—-a character which belangs to the snlphnret of arsenic.
. The evidence obtained by this prehmxnalv rial was such as to in.
duce farther and more crnu,al examination us to whether the sus-
. pected substance was arsenic,” antimony, cadmiom, o tin—the
. only metals capable of pxuducmn a yellow compound with snlphur
*uuder the circumstances above deseribed., . 1 searched, at first, in
~~gain‘upon the couts of l!.c sxomach for unyihmﬂ rcsemhlmn a white’
powder. -
My next step'was (o take -a portion ; of thn sabstanee of - the
. stomach ftself;.as well us of ils contents. - This I proceeded to
'n'ducc. by means of the process of Fresenius and Von. Bube, to
_the state of n perfect and colorless solution. " “Pns process, .occu=’
. pying ‘several consecntive hours, was conducted with eare, 1o avoid
- contamination from every source—neanwhile, with the advantage
_of 'a strauger tight, I employed thyself with a more critical optical
* examination of the surface of the couts of the stomach, hoping to
. detect lhereby something which shouald indicate the probable enuse
‘of - the apprarance before deseribed.. On scraping the dark browa-
. ishmatter from ofi the coats of the stomach, [ observed in several |

of them, however, had a metallic lustre and resembled tinfoil. "
On inspecting these metallic grains, it 'u once occurred to me:
that they might be metallic arsenic, or * cobalt,” as this subsmnce
is dbsurd’y called, in the shops of the apothecary and in-com. .-
merce. ' 1 uccordmgly proceeded to determine by evpenment the.
true nature of mm rrrmn:,. On heating some of themn in a closed |

{tube of tlass they were entirely’ vn]'xlnlxzud ‘or sublimed, lining

the interior of the tube with a brilliant metallic coat, whose sur;,
face reflected like a mirror.  The exireme borders of this metallic
ring were frinigrd with a white erystaline' powder. Another por-
tion of. thew arains was in Jike manner velatilized, bat with the
access of air.  In this ease the dark metallic coat at first formed
wus mpnuly changed 1o a whire crystaline coating, 'which on ex-
amination with a m'wmfym" olass was seen to consist of a’ great
number of minute buc very hnlh.uucz ht sided figures. " Another
tube, in whieh a portion of these mwﬂhu gruins from the stomach
had been sablimed and converted by the 'ud of heat and air, into
the white crystaline lining last’ described, 'was next treated by a
current of sulphuretted hydrowen gas, hy which means, with the "
aid of heat, the whire coaling was (,ompl( tely converted into a
brilliant yeilow substance, cnme]y resembling the yellow sesqui-
sulphuret of argenic, or orpiment. T'hat no “doubt might remain
25 to the real nature of this substance, I proceeded next to pass,
through the same tube a current of sirong ammoniacal gas. , The
yellow conling was thereby immediately dissolved into a clear
transparent y vellow flaid. By the aid of a gentle heat the ammo.
nia was expelled from this flnid, and the ourrmal yellow coating -
reappeared as before. ‘The series of progeruc» here deseribed is°
four-d in no other substance thun arsenic..

“T'he evidence above detailed is such as prod«md the ‘strongest
conviction that the substance under examination was meu]llc ar.
quuc. ‘and that it could be nothing else.

I'he above experitnents were t_onductcd m'xmlv dunng lhe in..
mml of two' d.\y in which the portion of the stomach already
afluded to and its contents were in process of tiansfornation from -
the solid condition to that of fluidity. My next trials were made
on the solution thus pwdu!‘cd, with a view to the detection of
similar evidence in it “Fhe result, however, siready obtained, led,
me to expeet, that the evidence to be derived from the muscular
tissues of the stomach, would be anh Jess remarkable than that
obtained on the solid contents, to wit: the metallic’ grains before
spoken of. The solution w%uc'ucd with a‘current of'snlphurettcd
hydrogen gas. In a short time a very decided precipitate, of an-
orange velll)w colof, appeared in the solation, afier standing for
some honrs in 4 warm place.  This was collected ,upon a filter,’
separated from the solution, and cavefully dried at a regualated -
temperature. . A portjon of this yellow precipitate was mned
with appropriate reducing agents, in a tube of hard glass, and’
c\posed for a'short thme 10 a red tu -at; the neck of the vessel dur--
ing this process of heating, became lmed with a dark metallic-
It-ol\mq coating 1csambhn'f in a!l uspecm thc. cumhr rmgs pro-"
duced by. 'nevnu,

Another portion of this vcllow pru,mnnto produced from lhe
solution of the stomach, was treated with canstic ammonis—
complete solution ensued. i hls is a clh.mcterlb!lc propcuy Cf
the yellow salg: huret of arsenic.

1 next proceeded to try a lest which is wmrdcd by most che- -
misis as one of peculiar certainty.: This lestis s known as Reinesh’s
st lrom the name of the discoverer. " I régard itas of any sin-
'rl~\ tests the most satisfactory, as well from. 111:: unequwocal evi-
dunc: which it yields, as from the facility of its application in cases
where other tests may give equivocal evidence. A portion of the.
suspected substance made slightly acid by hydiochloric acid, and
freed thews from Jtnbidness hy Fltmuon is hoiled for a few m10.
ments in contact ‘with a slip of bright metallic copper. . If arsenic’
is pre“em iu the most minute quantity,-the surface of the cnpp"
becomes. immediately tarnished, und ﬂssumr*s the color of steel
niore or less’ complctely in praportion as ‘the’ quantity of ulscmc
may be greater or Jess. This test was applied 1o the case in hand.
The brl"lxl metallic copper, afies a few moments boiling it, was
placed in. contact ‘with’ a 'portion of the tissues of its (,ontem*
treated as just described. and assumed distinctly. the grey color of
steel. A portion of this copprv cut from the slip, was heated in 2

whe of gliss, whereby the grey coating was immediately trans::

places, adht.rmg tiemly to the mucous coat of the organ, dark co- .  ferred from the copper to th2 glass, lining it with a- similar ‘me-;

vred grains, resembling at first sight g "rams of b‘ack pepper; soue

mlho mirror to lhosg W lmh had been prev Lously pro:..uced in lhe



*gave all the reacticns which have been described as’ peculiar to

tubes beforc described.’ Tlxi$ coating derived from the copper,

arsenic. '
It iswell known

. . AU . . §
to chemists, that metallic arsenic, when heated

“in cofitact with the air, burns with a peeuliar odor, which is de-;

.

. yellow substance in.ammonia; its repioduction, unaltered, upon

. metallic mirror, forms a chain of consecuiivg evidence: of the niost
. satssfactory character, and such as can be
" substance in nature than arsenic.

~‘death ‘was produced by the administration of
" otherwise called cobalt or fiy powder. .

" arsenic presen: in the stomach.

" than of the white arsenic to destroy life, since it is only the small

. the organ itself.

.octohedral erystals ; the further transmuiation of thesc, by means

" by the stomach of a dark brownish chocolate-like fluid, which is
" not unfreqaently cjected by vomuting, and which is found in the
. stomach and intestings on « postioriem examination.

* attendant was calicd on Thursday evening, Aug. 30, and found
_the patient in bed. - He complained of naasca, thirst,and constant
 distress ut the stomach, and pain in his bowels ; pulse feeble and
_irregular ; his hands cold:  He was treated with Hopkin’s elixir,

- Antim. tart, grs. ii., pulv. ipccac gl
_was repeated—each in three doses.

" tion ‘of arsenic.

‘allinceous odor, and of the white crystalline graing found on heat.

.symploms suppused to be oceasioned by simple derangement of

.and feet cold and livid. = He complained of extreme heat in the

-disposition to vomit, “gencral twitching of the muscular system,
-and frequent alvine discharges; countenance pallid : skin cold and

“Ths stomac 1 : f
‘by a medial ring of vermillion red, pxtendmg aronnd. it below—

scribed as the gariic.like or alliaceous odor.  This character is’
much insisted upon by soe writers on medical jurisprudence, as
.ane of great importance. I obrained the gatlic like odor, as wel
from the metallic grains found on the coats of the stomach, asirom
the yellow precipitate obiained from dissolving the substance of|
It was deemed unnecessary, after the very sufficient and con.
vincing testimony already obtained, to resort to any of the name-
‘rous and less satisfactory means known to chemists for the detec-

19
ure

"The production of the metallic ring; its entire volatiiity by heat ;.
its conversion, by the aid of heat and air, into briliiaut white

already described, into yellow orpiment’ the solubility of this

evaporation of the ammonia ; and finally the reconversion of this
yellow substance, by seducing agents, into the original brilliant

produced by no other
.Ishould regard the prodaction of the metallic mirror of the

ing the black mirror, a sufficient an
suspected substance 'was arsenic.

I am satisfied, as the result of my research in this case, that
‘metallic arsenic,

d irrefragable proof that the

. I was unable to form any opinion as to the quantity of mnetallic

There is evidence on record that life has been destroyed by
arsenic administered i doses of from three grains 1o a8 many
ounces. It would probably require a greater quantity of cobalt

part of the metal, which has become partly oxydised, which scts
as a poison. It is remarked by writers on medical jurisprudence,
that a frequent symptom frum poisoning by arsenic 1s the secretion

Lt is'a well known property of arsenic to act as a preservative
of unimal matter.  {ts antiseptic propertics arc so strong that in
many cascs of poisoning by this substonee, the stomach and srgans
of digestin bave been found in a perfect stute many months and
even years after interment. - . } .

The medical testimony in this case is less satisfactory than the
chemical. . The patient had been unwell for smne days wilh

the bowels, accompanied by nansea and vomiting: - ‘The medieal

followed by Dover's powders, camphor, guin and sudorifics, The
following day hc apprared easier, and was in'a perspiration. * Still
complaining of ‘his stomach, an emetic .was administered of R.
rs. xX. 3 which, faling to act,

He was not seen again until nine o'clock an’ Friday night, when
he was in a state of collapse, with great distress in' ‘the stomach
and great difficnlty of breathing 3 pulse not. perceptible ; hands

it of his stomach, and conversed with difliculty ; had a constant

bedewed with a clammy sweat.  Diffusible stimalunts were ad-
Ministered, and he died about midnight following, say thirty.six
to forty hours from the time he was first scen by a medical atten-
ant, . f ol ‘
The‘autolpsy'detccléd nothing remarkable iz the upper viscera.
h, however, showed distinet marks of inflammation,

‘and myse!

say three-fourths of the organ—was dark, nearly black, eolored ;
the upper portion healthy. 1t does not appear that the, alimentary
canal ‘was examined.  The appearance of the stumach, when
opened, has ulready been alluded to. s o

We certainly cannot ful to recognize here several of the ‘main
features of arscnical poisoning, but of a comparatively mild type.
Itis nut slated whether there was injection of the conjunctiva,

and no medical nttendunt was present during the three or four-
‘hours immediately preeeding death.  We are not able, therefore,

to decide whether tetanic cunvalsions were developed.

‘ ‘ Nor in-
deed are these by any means universal in arsenical poisor

ling, al-

though frequenily present.” The *muscular twitchings,” however,

recorded in the testimony, luok that way.,  No mention is made
by the medical attendart as to the nature of the matter vomited
—but judging from the abupdance of the dark brown tnt=d matter,

mixed with wucus, which J foundin the slomach, we cannot doubt’

thut this matier was alvo ejected.  This cuse presents, then, the
following train of symptoms, all indicative of arsenical poisuning,
viz: Faminess;
the pit of the stornach ; constant thirst; pain more intense at the
close 5 pulse very fecble at first, and wiolly imperceptible at last ;
diarrhen; muscular contractions, or twitchings; difficult respira.

tion in the stomach.

tion ; cold and clainmy skiu in the collapse ; and brown turbid seere

depression; nausca, with intense bnruing pain in -

It is duubtful, on a review of the symptoms, whether any eha- -

racteristic symptoms'is wanling; and, certainly, “when taken in.

connection with the chemieal evidence, thers can be no do
death was nceasioned in thie'case by metallic arsenic.

Luuisville, Ky., Dec. 19; 1849.

ubt that

Report of @ case of Alleged Rape und Murder, with' Modico-
Liegal Remarks on the cause of Death—By F. Ogston, al. D,
Aberdeen. At the antumn circuit Court of Justiciary, held 'in
Aberneen last month, a case was tried which involved the double
charge of rape and murder, and which, after -a lengthenced inves.

tigation, ended in the conviction of the person indicted, and his

conseqaent exceution for these crimes on the 16th October,

As this trial presented some: features of a kind which scem
likely te prove interesting to those members of the profession who -

devote 4 share of their attention to inedico-legal proceedings,
with the concurrence and. co-operation of the gentlemen princic
pally cngaged with me on the sideof the erown 1 have drawn ont.

the subjoined outline of the whole' for publication in the Medical.

Guzetfe. In doing so it will be observed that T have, in'a grreat
measure, kept separate the facts brought under the notice of my

collengne und myself at the precognition* fiom those clicited from

the other witnesves ot the trial, and for the obviois reasons, Ist,
that it was in this order thut the circumstances of the cuse becumie

known to me; and 2dly, that by following this afmngcmcnt, the .

source will be indicated fraa which alone our judgment had 1o

be formed, both at the precognition and on the uial.

My first acquaintanceship with this dfficult «and important case |

began on the morning of the 11th of April last, when Dr. James

Jumieson, of Aberdeen, Mr. Samuel” Davidson, surgeon, Rayne,

county, to the inn at-Badenscoth, parish of Auchterless. There

‘we were first requested to exantine  the person of James Robb,
uarrier, a stont young mau of 22 yearsof age, who was in eustod

q S, 3 g6 Yy

on suspicion of having "violated and afterwards taken away the

sccompanied Mr. Simpson, Procurator-Fiseal for the ™

life of Mary Sinith, sged €3, so unmarried female pauper living,

by hersclf in u small honse at Redhill, in the neighbourhood. , On

a pair of corduroy breeches then. on his person we observed some -
patehes of durk brownish inatter,® situated near the outer seam

* The precognition, or preliminary investigation, in'Scotland

»

which takes the place of the coroner's inquest 1n. Englund, in so .
by 0 b l n 1 W,

far asit concerns the medical witnesses, embraces,—1st, a written
report of the fucts observed and. the opinions drawn - from these;

2ndly, the written answers 1o questions put by the public prose. -

cntor for the' further elucidation of such fucts und opinions.* The
report is labelled on, and made a production ut the triul, The
writlten answers gencrally embrace the p
witnesses subsequently at the trial. ‘

* This brownish matter, which was found in part still adherent

to Robb's brecehes when shown to us on enr return to Aberdeen,

was so minule in quantity that it only enabled us to determine by

ie puints drawn out from the
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Pé)‘iscoj)e.—Q Case of Alleged Rape and Murder. -

" at the middie of the left thigh. ~On the lefi side of his face were
" several linecar abrasions of the skin, varying in length from two
 lines to three.eighths of an inch—viz, a vertical scrateh or abrasion
on the cheek, a horizontal serateh on the lower eydlid, a serateh
- ncross the side of lusnose, and threeseratches in the angel between
the noge and the cheek.  There was a reddish swain,t three-
cighths of an inch in greatest breadib, on the outside of the left
breart of his shirt., In addition, we noticed an irregulardy oval
- reddish spot, partly sbraded, and varying in breadth from three-
" 'quarters to a quarter of an inch, onthe skin on the vutside of his
_right clbow ; and at the right side of his prepuce or foreskin, an irre.
gular reddish, partly abraded, spot of very minute size. )
« Our next step wus to attend Mr. Simpson o the cottage at
-+ Redhill, a sivall cabin contzining only one apartment. In this room,
and on a wood.bound bed-at one end of it lay the body of a
woman, which was identified as that of Mary Sinith, and .which
tho withnesses stated to- be in the situativn in whieb it had been
found by them on the previous day.’ o
Smith's corpse lay obliquely across the hed in an extended
- position ; the hair of her head lvose und dishevelled ;5 the head a
little bent downswards on the chest, and inchined to its left «ide;
the lower limbs ten inches and a half apart; the right les bent ;
the sight arm extended from the side, the left arm bent at the
elbow, aud the left hand in contact with her left side.. We foand
the bedding much diwsordered 5 the blankets ut the left side, off,
and not on, the body; the burders of a cap worn by her turned
back, its left {lap bloody ; a shawl or neckerchief about her neck
and shoulders lovse ‘and disarranged 5 the front, of her shift
" doubdled up from below ; her privy  parts and the lower parts of
her belly expnsed, and the single sheet on the bed lying at her
feet crumpled and diny, as were the bed-clothes generally, "We
observed a bloody fluid at one of the carners of her mouth 5 and
biood, partly clotted and dry and partly fluid, covering the privy
parts of her person’ (the vulva), and staining the bedding imme.
diately underneuth, as well as a pair of - drawers eliefly of woven
wool worn by her, in the same situation.  In addition to the blond
-at her privy parts, and the bed and drawers near them, there was
. aquantity uf excrement (fieces) on the same parts.
© On proceeding to inspect the body, we.met with the fullowing
appzarances—viz., the joints rigid 5 the mouth open ;- the pupils
dilated ; the cuuntenance natural 3 the tongue protruded- from
" between the front tecih § the back parts of the curpse and the
fingersnaile livid ; an oval clot of blood under the nleguments ay
the prommence ou the lefuside of the forchead, not exceeding
half an inch in greatest brewdth ; the sinuses and veins within the
" head wnusually loaded with duri’ fluid blord, the inner membrane
of the brain (pia mater) showing a fine network of injected blood-
- vessels ; the intenor of the brain closely stadded with blnody
points, und its grey matter ofa pinkish bue; a large quantity of
durk flnid blood in tie veins of the neck and upper part of the
_spine ; the month, throat, air.passages, and solt parts of the neck,
healthy { five: and a hatf flnid-vunces of reddish hquid in the
chest ; the lungs partly empliysematons, and in part = gond deal
codgested with dark fluid biood, with frothy fluid in tlieir nir-cells;
the rigiit cavities of the beart distended with dark Auid blood ; its
left eavities almoust enipty ; theé walls of the heart on its right side
. ¥ery thin, and st the vemricular partof s left side very much
thickened ; tho liver, spleen,and kidneys, much coujested with
dark fluid bloed ; alimentary matters in the stomach ; two fluid.
‘ounces of reddisli liquid in the cavity of the belly 5 the womb and
ovarics pule and shrunken ; the entrance of the vagina (or canal
leading from " without io the womb) bloody 5 the fourchette - (or

© comparative trial that, like ordinary peat-sout, it contained varbon,
a’volatile salt visible ‘under. the - microseope, and onc or - more
alkaline carbonates effervescing with the mineral acids.

-t 'Ihis 'stain was afterwards submitted to the usual chemical

tests. " Albunmen’ was found in it in, sparing gquantity : a little
. coloiring matler also . subsided from the stained portion of tie
- shirt'when scparated and ‘suspended 'in a gluss tube with distilled
water’; but as'its colonr wad but faintly o be. distinguished as
red, it occurred to us that it 'might be well to pluce a little of this
- deposit from the bottom of the tube in the ficld of a good mi-
croscope. . ‘The result “proved very satisfuctory, 23 not only did
we.thus detect fragments of the fine tubes usuaily met with -in
‘the same circumstances in & drop of fresh-drawn blood, hut als

‘a few blood.corpuscles, some of both distinctly reddencd.” o

fuld of integuments furming the posterior boundary of the gonital
fissure} excoridted on its inner surface ; the bodies termed carun.
culw myrtiformes (or the small fleshy bodies placed around the
vatrance o the vagina) were dark-colored, andthose on the feft
side had two minute clots of blood 1 their interior.* The exterior
of the body generally,* the parts about and within the fundament,
the upper part of the spine, and the organs within the eavities of.
the body, were'all henlthy.  The corpse was plump and . well.
formed, and free from ptridity, . ’
Such were the data aftforded us, in order that we might ' decids
from an inspection as to the mode of this poor wowan’s denth ;
and to this very important duty we now procceded, keoping
strietly within the limitst presenbed 10 us by ‘the terms of onr re-
mit. : It appeared to ns that on the mam point, or the mode of
death, a guarded and qualificd opinion alone could be safely arriv.
ed at by ur.  The body itseif, it was evident, prezented “on dis.
seetion no such very decided mirks of discase or of serions vio.
lenee as to authoriseu positive conclusion 'in favor of death, eithe.’
wholly from patural cuuses or by mneans of violence alone j nor
were the appearances of disease or injury met witk on the ing
spection of such a kind as to admit of our'very salisfactorily de-
termining by meuns of these the immicdite eausc of Smith’s deatl),
Apart from the marks of loeal violence, the state of the eavitics of
the head, chrst, and belly, and other obvious appsarances, while
they did'not autherise, us to exclnde the possibility of death by
cutiia or indirect asphyxia,{ led us to decide that, though certainty
was unutlzinable, the probability was that death had ‘in this case
been ceeasioned by primary or direct arrest of the respiration, or
in othier words, by ardinary, asphyxia. : ‘ -
As 1o the second point we had to determine~—viz. the violation
of the womun’s person—we had no Hesitation in saying, from the
data before us, that the clot of blood under the integuments'of the
forehead, and the effused blood, the abrasion, and the alight bruiscs
vbserved abont the piivy parts of the body, while they were not.
in themselves gufficicntly severe to account for her death, and’
might huve been prodaced at,'as well as shortly before, death;
thonh most likely eaused at the latter of these periods, were, eg-,
pecially whea taken in conjunction with the position'in which the’
woman was found by us, indicative of violenee having been done

1o hier person about the time of the extinetion of her life.

The report itsell T need not subjoin, as it merely embodied in
the words of the ubove narrative the facts and observations above
stated, wiih the conclusions just noticed appended to it, the whole
being thrown into the form of a certificate. C

In ‘reference to Robb, ‘our Reporly after enumeraling the,
seratches on his face, elbow, and penis, the blod on the breast of
his shirt, and tha brownish natter resembling soot on his hreeches

* A puortion of mueas, shghtly bloody, found at the upper pare:
of the vaging, was removed, and seenred in a sealed vessel, | On
sur roturn to Aberdeen we lost no time in eaamining it, while siill,
moist, by the method recommended by Bayard (Ann. d'Hygidne).
‘I'he microscope, however, fuiled in shawing any of the spermatic
epizoa in the prepared liquid. - ) e

* A littlo redness on the inside of the right thigh proved to be
a mere stain with blood, . R o I

+ As some surprise hus been expressed al our not having given
further cffect than we did to the moral presumptions and the cir.
cumstantial evidence afforded by the stute of the bed and bedding
in this'instance, [ may observe that the remit, or legal warrani,
merely directed us ** to inspect the body, and to report the ap-
pearences on it, on the cause of death,” as founded un such in. -
spection,  Besides, in such circumstances, as has been remarked
by Dr. Taylor, the duty of the medical jurist * is rigorously con-
{ined to the furnishing of medical evidence from- medical dutn -
alone,” unless specially ‘required to make use of other evidenge.
(Manual of Med. Jurisp. 719). * This restfiction - was not remov-.’
cd even at the triul, ’ Lo e

. T will be, seen o litle onwards that the' striet _physiologica. -
meaning of the tcrm asphyxin, as inclusive of bath dircet atid 'in-
direct stoppage of the breathing, was fully brought out at the tri
a pomt which, though ‘now well undersiood in medicine, is pro-
bably new to courts of law. The term itself, though a technieal |
one, was purposely sclected in preference toits English synonyms, .
as the cmployment of the Jatter would at once have suggéstéd ti .
the jury an.idea very duTorent from the one wé meant to'cony
to them. : IR o o




- ed, and the proceeding were conducted with shut dours,
~.been reccived, of having his' sentence restricted to an arbitrary

- punishiment, as is usually done in ' cases.of this nature where no
‘aggravation is charged, though, by the law of Scotlnd, rape is

_ which rendered it cusily identified.  About 10 P. M. he had left
" the marget and procecded homewards to Fisherford, where his

* pied by the deceased Mary Smith.

_ tion, and he furnishes some smusing instances of its importance |
.in the decision of legal guestions and family disputes.

" others were given'in to the authorities by edical gentlemen in

. with her and striking her with his fists, or some Gther instrument
“on the head and other parts of the hody, and, by covering her
" mouath and nostrils, did suffucate and mostally injure her, so thut
- she died immediately, and wus thereby murdered.
. ment likewise set forth the circumstances of the charge of rape
" with those of the minor accusation of assault and intent to ravish
. included in the major proposition. o '

" mated to them in coarse terms.
" the morning of the 10th: ehe hiad been' secn on the evening be-
" fore in her ordinary health.

_Smith’s bed, Qn retarning to his work on the 10th, Robb's com.
" panions naticed the loss of the button on his coat, the seratches on-

. .chimney on the night in question to oblain a light to his

- pithy injonction 1o the young bride on presenuing her to her
“ husband ;= Be silent as to his eccrets, . When he is joyous, do
" not let him see you sorrowful ; and when he ia sad, do not show

“of external injury. . )

.visit and inspection. These, however, which only beeame known

_will fall better 1o be noticed afterwards. '

- wag vbserved about the manth. . Marks of corduroy were noticed
“on the back and sides of the wooden * lum” or chimney of the

“of them rubbed off, observing that hie hud surely been in « some.

sty "

- Periscope.—Medical Jurisprudence in the Great Desert.
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merely bore further that the ubrasions of the integuments on the
different parts of his body appeared to us to have been caused re.
cently before our examination of thew, and te have been the efftets i

" To addition to the Repbri to which I have been ‘a!!uding_‘r. 1w‘o‘!

the country who had scen Mary Smith on the day preceding our
to us after the trial, on which they were also produced and read,

On the 19th ult. James Robb was brought to the bar of the Cir-
cuit Court of Justiciary, charged with the offences of rape and
murder, in having, on the Sth or 10th of April last; wickedly' and
feloniously entered the house of Mary Smith, now deceascd, dur-
ing the night, and attucked and assaulied her, and strugding

'T'he  indict.

_Inaccordance with the usnal practice, the public were exclud-

- The prisoner pled guilty of rape, in the expectation, had his plea

still beld to be a capital erime.  The ples, bowever, was not ac-
cepted, and the case went to prool. " . B
From the cvidence led, which was entirely circumstantial, it
appeared that Rubb had been at the fair or market at Budenscoth
on the Yth of April, wiere he had indulged in liguor to some ex
tent, and been quarclling and fighting : he had there lost his staff,”
but had obtained unother in its place, some peculinrities about

father resides.  On hiz'way home he had to pass the house occu~
On parting with his compa-
nions at the inn shortly before, he had no scratches “on his fuce.
His last conversation with' thern was to the effect that he was de.
termined that night to gratify his sexual passiong, which he' inti-

Smith's do.r was found open on

Matters . about her bed and body
were iu the state wlready describid, except that, inaddition, froth

house.  Rubb’s stick was found outside the door. | T'he wood at
the back of the bed was driven out of joint. “Thehead of 2 button,
the neek of which was afterwards found attached to the breast of
Robb’s coat, was discovered in one of the folds of the sheet on

his face, and black stuff below the, colar of bis coat, which one’

body’s-lum.” ""On his uppreliension the prisiner admitted, in his
declaration before a magistrate, 'that e had gone down Smith’s

pipe, aft
ter vainly knocking at the door for admittance. B
- ‘ * (Tobe continued.)

—— —

‘Medical Jurisprudence in the Great Deseri.—An enterprising,
traveller, M. Eugene Daumas, ex-colonel of Spahis, who lately
made a"journey to the kingdom'of Ioussa, in the interior of
Africa, found thut surgery was there held in considerable cstima.

In.the cily of Timimoun, it seems they give the following

ourself merry before him.” ., But whether or not the young Arab
adies are in the habit of attending strictly to this precept, we are

not told. Woe learn in the scquel,” however, that if they are not

on uceasivn, to take care of their own. ; N

. Timimoun appears to be a city of some pretension in the Desert,
as it contains five or six hundred houses, which ' being each built
in its own garden, occupy a large space of ground, v is sur.
rounded by a dry ditch, abouta dozen feet deep, by seven or eight

harticular]v careful of their husband’s secrets, they are well able,

‘fect wide, and is enclosed by an embatiled wall, on wnich are

several small forts oftwo stories high, capable of containing thirty -
or forty combatants u-picce.  Civilization here is about equal, the

| traveller considers, to what it was in Europe during the middle

‘ages, or ubout a thousand years ago. .

In this city we are told that surgery supplies the place of a
penal code. If one individual wounds another, the surgeon is
cailed in w estimate the ‘dumages, and these are assessea in pro-

portion te the length and depth of the injury, which is ascertuined

by an instrument called the measure of blovd. Questions of -
jurisprudence are also sometimes decided by an appeal to the
faculty, of which the following ancedote is an instance 3 :
. A woman of the caste called Berbere (a2 wandering tribe), had
murried two husbands, without letting either of them know that she
had any other besides himself; for'in the marriage contracts, she
had stipulated with onc that he should never visit her, " excepiing.
between sunrise and suaset; and with the other, that he should
never come tll after nightfall, and should depart before  dayliglhit
in'the morning, by yvhich arrangement they never’ met, Tywo |
different cadis had altested the agreements,” and, thanks to the -
precautions tzken, nothing disturbed for some time the harmony
of this family compucl. L ‘ N
“ Denz cugs vivaient en paiz,” ‘said La Fontaine. | It was not-
a hen, however, in this case, which came to destroy their peace
but an infant—ck wvoila la. guerre allumée ! 8She wife of tw‘;
hpsbands was in some perplexity, but she took heart, and revealed
het exptﬁctations to both, when an explanation followed, and they
were not a little confounded to find themselves officially in such

a position towards vach other, . :
" You are mad," said one; * this woman is iny wife,» " .
* She is mine, L tell you.™ suid the other; *and it is you who
should be pronounced mad ! i R L
* You ure neither of you mad,” interposed the wile; * each of
you is my husband—you have only to obscrve the conditions of
your agreementa,  Pray do not agitate me by your disputes, but
uwait the event tranquilly,” o C
" However, a 1.cw alteication arose about the expected infant,
and in order to have it decided to which of them it should belong,

they al last agreed to refer the malter to the cudi.

. Afler long deliberation—for the question was really perp!ekin‘g'
—the worthy mogistrate hit upon a solutivn of the d'fficulty ; ho
decided that if the child were born  during the day, it shou'd be-
long 1o the husband of the day ; iit were born'after 'dark, it
should belong to him of the night. - ‘This decision’ was vci-y'
satisfactory, but it a0 happened that the disputed infant wus born-
after sunset and before dark—that is, during’ the twilight hour
which belor.ged to neither husband, su that the decree of the cadi
could not be put in excention. They then agreed to submit this
new difficalty 1o the juagment of the marabout. The holy ‘man.
listened to the pleadings, and ordered that the two husbands, the .
wife and the child, should all be brought before him, and' at the '
srnxxc*;inxe he sent for the best surgeon in the aity to altend, with,
them. ‘
When all were assembled, the marabout addressed Lhc‘surtgébn“
and said, * Here are threo ega shells of exactly chal ‘gize and,
weight; take two of them; and il them with the blood of the.

K husb;n;ids' (nne for each), then fili the third with blood from . the
Jinfant.  ‘Thé ductor obeyed, 'and, after the operation was com.

pleted, the marabout ordered a pair of “nicely  balanced scales  to
be braught, in which were weighed, separately the first two shells
ugainst the last.  From this experiment it resulied that the blood.
of one of the husbands was found to be a triflc lighter than that cf
the child, and the other’s wis exactly of the same weight with
it.‘ On thw being ascertained, ) the judge, turning to 'lhbc' latter
said, **In the name of God, I declare thee to be the father o;"
this child:  Take it away ; it belongs to thee” | | o
- However ridiculous suclia mode of arriving at a judgmcnt‘rriay‘:
appenr, it wae at least decisive, and under such circumstances, it
may be fairly doubted if a' whole host of London magistrates could

have settled tho controversy in a more satisfactory 'manner.—.
London Lancet. o T )
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"On. Mznuro Aunion-wa[ Injections. -—-A new I‘mlumlnn.l Pio-
cess.~—By P. B Goddard, M. D.—Having recoived recently from
: l'.urope fome hr‘xulllfn’ microseopie propar: dm)w l.‘”l')\l‘\llﬂﬂ‘ of mi-
nute injections by Prof, Hyrtyl, Messrs, Hett, Dancer and Topp-
Cing, I was stimulated 1o make an cffort to obtain similar resalts,
us Lthey were, by far, finer than any which had been prodaced in
this country.. With the assistance of my friend, Dr. Neil, demon.
strator of the Usiversity of Peunsylvania , 1 made many experi-
.ments with variable results, but with suvh suceess as to fead to
farther investigation, ' At last I struek upm) a plan which is uni-
formly prodnctive of exqgnisitely beauliful remhs, and is moreover
cusy of applieation.  For the purpnse of m.ll\l‘]" such an m;( sc-
tion, the anatomist must provide, himself with « bmrﬂl and 'good
syringe ; some vermillion very finely ground in oil 3* wgrlass slop.

" pered bottle, and sume sulphurie clhpr. The ))I'Cp.ﬂ'ell vermillion
paint must be put into the ground stoppered buttle, .and. about
twenty or thirly times its bulk of sulphuric ether added 3 the stop-
wer must then be putin its place and the whale well sh uken.
“"T'his forms the material of the injection.  Let the anatomist now
procure the organ 1o be injected, (say a sheep’s kidoey, *which is
very difficult to inject in’ nny othier way, and forms an excrllent
criterion of success),” and fix his pipe in the  artery, leaving the
“gein open.  Having given bis material a good shnke, let hitn pour
it into a eup and fill the syringe,  Now, uum,l with a eluw, gra.
dual und mullc: ate pressure. At first, the matter witl return by
" the vein colored, but in & few moments this svill ce ase, and no.
- thing will appeur except tlw clear ether, which will distil frecly
friom the patulous vein. * This mast be watehed, wnd when it
ceases the-injection is complete. | The kidiey is now o be placed
in warm water of 120° Fahrenlieit, for a quarter of a hour, to
drive off the ether, when'it may beslieed and dried, wr preserved
in ateohnl, Goadhy’s rolution, or any other anti.septic fluid.  For

glaan as the I\:dn(’v liver, &e., it Is better to dry and mount the .

‘sections in Canada haisam @ but for mcmhr.mum p:qmmtmnq
stomach, mtcﬂmo, &y, the' pl.m of mvunhmr inacell, filled
wnlh an’ anl: scpuc avlnlum is preferable. -—Mcd Lzmu

.Mcclmmcal Lcc'(h-— This'is a delnc.xtc, cuummly conlu-
ved scarificator, having the culting points so arranged as to
. make a puncture simifar to 2 .common eech-bite. A winv
“tube is then set over the spot, which, by, \v:thdr‘nvmg a
piston, acts precisely like an air pump. "~ In short, it is an
air-exhausting nppnatm " A succession ol them are applied
aver the same incisions, or @ dozen may be adhering to dil=
ferent points at once, according to the necossity of (he case. )
"Being a Paristan invention, it is neatly madc, of course, but
we doubt whether it is'equal 1o the real h'mcv crealurc~
They have a waving, compressing, motion, lhat urges: the
“blood ﬁlongr which cannnt be imitated by any ordinary me-
. chanical contrivance.  German ‘leeches will not go out of
. ‘fashion, dear as they are, till something saperior to M. Alex-
andre’s invention i is mlmduced -—Boslon Medical and Sui-
- gical Journal.’ : o P L

. v
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L IUL‘. Bhl 1‘1::![ A'\]LRICAN IOURNAL
Wb beg to call tlle earnest auentxon of our readers to
the p]'m submitted i in another place, to fonm an Assoc1~

* *[hat” which'l have used was obtained alieady prcpar 4 in
“tin tnbrs, at JW. Williams®, No, 37, Nusth . Sixth Street, who
has cy!;]ng;ngl) assieted me to ublmn the finest colus. '

dnad will lmnnn.nc, and whether,

EDTiIo

ation analagous to that of the Provincial 1 Medical and
Surgical l\bbmell()ll of Lnghnd and having similar ob-
Jects in view. Among other matters,'it is cnn!emplaled
v merge the p\opuctoxxlnp of this Journal mm that of
the Associntion ; and should that event he Lunsmnmdud ‘
the lounnal as it now stands, ceases 1o exist. lhvmg
(.(mdnuul the Journal for the lm five years ata consi.
derable pwumau) sacrilice, as well as that of tme, ’uul
while we feel grateful that our I.\bms, volunl'\ul_) assum.
ed, have met with such signal commendation, yet adher-
ing to that principle which hs 15 ever guided us, that this
Journal should be, not the organ of a purty, but of the
Profession at [arge, we have no oleemmna to urge against
the contemplated ('Mngﬁ, inasmuch as it is but the fur-
therance of our own, lscqucnllyc p'(‘:mul views. The
met‘:mon of these Provinces now numbers so large, so
intelligent, and =0 mﬂuouh.xl a body, that it quld have
a Jmn.xml of its own, were it for no other puipose ‘than
the intercommunication of ideas, and the advocacy of
matters of imri:‘n;ic‘ moment to its welfare.  This Jour.
nal being now an estublished one, its papers {reely quo-
ted, and being moreover widely and well known, pre.l
seats at onee a ready means of attaining and promoting
the end alluded to.

With the next number, 'nme\'er, under am, cireain-
stances, the present series of the Bnhs/: Americen Jour-
a2 new series will be is-
sued or not, undm an altered fuun and new arxml%mcntq,
will depewd upon cireumistances originating between
the present time and’ ihe middle. ni the ensui £ month.
Very heavy 'n'm'u'lge are due 1o the Journal by sub-
seribers, which neither in equity vor f.mn(, 5 ~huuld be
lmum by ovrselves, The afliivs of t'm Journal mll h(ﬁ
plm ed in the hands of an Ac (mmhml, that they may be
closed afterwards as' speedily as possible ; but in the
mean while, we would beg of our .ubauil)e‘x\ who are
debited for the present or preceding volumes to remit
thcu several amounts to the publisher without (.lt..ld\',.,ﬁ)l‘
the purpose of pru.'cnlum hc’n’y loss to ourselves in
the umi}cr of COll"lmLam‘r‘ls.‘ : W K '

¢ — o a . ’

M‘IN‘IST"(Y AND ‘ THR BOARU ()i' Ul'u\l_.'l II

If there 'is one thing for whu_h a. Government -
-:bould l-('clm’a(,terlzt,d inits deﬁhnfrw with the publie,. .
it 1» /mnostl/, and its lnlnhueq are not the less, he-
.'msc to “abtdin the pmf'mmmce of ce rl'un important |
serv(cca, a hupuhlmn as to the qu'mmm of remlmora-i
tion has not -been previously made. “T'o shift a liabi- ‘
lity on “such moumlq, would be’ slwm'mzpd ina pri-
vate mdmdual as nnwonhv and dl“honmah]e, and that

in d ‘rect pmpomnn to the vahu, of the services ren-
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‘dcrcd but terms are w'uumg suﬂ‘iclentl) to condemn
“an analogous proceeding on. the partof a Ministry,
acting for a DProvinee, the recipient’ ofacknowled%d
most important services in the time of a devastating
epidemic.  As. a question of cquity, the public
have no right to services which its members may not
individually claim without paying for them ; and we
think there are few, with the exception of the present
Mmlsny, of which the Honorable. Mr. Leslic is the
mouth-piece, who will dissent from the proposition.

" The Central Board of Health for this: Province con-
tained among' its members four medical men, Drs.
Nelson, MacdonneH, Deschambault and David. The |t
last was a salaried ofhcer, as Secruary; the first
‘was President of the Board, but being a Member of
Parlmmenl was precludcd thereby. me receiving a
fec for his services. Drs. M'lcdonncll and Descham-
bault applied to the: Government for an eqmvalent for
their services, and after nearly five months of procras-
tination and evasions, have obtained " an answer,
which we give below. We knew this would be the
case ; for we felt satisfied, that although the Act under

which the Board was coastituted: contained a.clause |

enacting, “ that the _expenses incurred by the said
Central Board of Health, shall be defrayed cut of any
monies which may from time to time he ﬁppropxmted
ib_y the I’rovmcn] Parliament,” among \vlnch “ex-
penses,” it was understood in the Housc at the time
the Bill p'xsced that medi cul membo-:. of the Board
‘were to be romunelated for . their services, for
the questlon was put b) the Member for l‘x'oxneuac, vet,
we felt sure that if the’ services of mcdlcal tmntlc-
men could be ocured every adv: ml.mc would e taken
.10 make. them rrmuumu«, and the rc"u!t has confirnied
“our’ 'mhcxpnhons. Wc are
prised. ‘

We cannot doubt that Mr Lcslxe must have Ind by
this'time, considerable experience in the art of writing
protocols, and as in duty bound, would alw'x)s ond avor

to m.ike the . ¢ worse appmr the hetter canse.”  [lis
‘goodgcmus ‘appears to lrwe forsaken . him in this in.
stance ; and having been left to the controlling influence
_of his evil one, the éat jumps out of the bag in a novel
‘xmd mtercstmn‘ \v1y . Mr. Lcslu, ohserves, that < His
b:\ccllency is advised that your claim ought. not to be
_entertained.’” ()uwht not! Why not; were the ser-
’\‘rices"rcndeled not worthy of compensation? No,
that is adml'tcd, as well as- the © pe<-ulmx juncture”
undcr which thev were given ; then, why not? . Be.
“cw se “no cuch zntcnimﬂ. was enlert dmvd by the Go-
‘\’emmﬂm of any lcmunuatwn. o It“is( H S‘(ra;nge

thcxgl‘oxc not at all sur—‘

'1r«nmcm.‘~ “but very similar to that which the high. -
way-man employs, with this difference, that the inten-
tion is expressed at once in the latter case, but has
heen studiously concealed in the former.

But “ the Govmnmcnt comldercd the office to carry
with it an Aonorable distinction.” Tlns is the salve
to heal the wound. The honor,——thn old story re-
peated. "l‘ho Ministry must excuse us, if, following their
example, we consider onor and pecuniary emolummt
alias, “ sweets of office” to be intimatelv blended. They .
have plovui themselves, as others have done before
thcm, rlpc tcacher* ; thoy must not be surpnsed if
helr teaching ehould bave produced apt scholars.

" Judging from the p-wt, it is by no. means an nnpro-
l)'tbl]l!y that we may be revisited at an early perlod by
the cholera, * A Central Board must he reorganized ;
and it \vxll‘ren‘xaiu to-be seen if the Government will
get medical men to forsake their practice, and attend to
the dutics of sucha Board, withbut remuneration. The
Medxcal Commission of 1847, was p.'.ud and enjoyed
the “honomb]e dxsun(_uou moraover ; but that of 1849,
must be satlsﬁed with the « honorable distinction”
alone., We will sce how the  next . one is to be .
treated :— :

} \l-.t,RLTAm s OHCK‘.
“Toronto, 11th February, luoﬂ.

qllt,~——Y0ur appucul-nn for remuneration for vour Professional
services as Member of the Central Buard of [fcalth, has been un-
der’ the consideration’ of the Goevernor General in Conneil, and
I am now commanded 1o state, that [lis L\ccllmcv is ‘advised
that your ¢laim ought not to be entertained. ’ ’
In'the appointment of the Central Board of Ilcalth, the Govern-
ment assigned a salary to the medieal gentleman ‘who acted as
Sccretary to the Board, considering the dunes he wounld have to
discharge were such as to'render it proper that he should be a

Stipendiary Officer.  Dut in offering a scat at that Board to med.
ical und other gentlemen, no mention was made, as no such in.
tention was entertained by the Government, of any remuneration
to he rendered for the services,  The Government considered the

oflice to carry with it -an honorable distinction ; which, together
with the oecasion it presented of rendering scrvice to lhoxr fellow.
creatures in that pr‘wlnr juneture, would be. sufficient induce-.
ment to aceept such.. If cxpectation of pecuniary remurnieration
was entertaingd, as it dm)c'll‘q to have heen, by any of the mem.
bers of that Roard, it can only be regretted that i inquiry on that

point was not made at the time of the appointment of the Con.
xmsemncrs, and thus all doubt on the matier Imve been prculudt.d.
1 Il.nc the honar to be, ‘

- Rir, .
Your most. ubcd!cn! <rrvnnl
. J, Lesuig, .
' o Sceretary.
Dr. R L. \!Aunowmr, S
Mumrc'ﬂ

. .
i L

(‘ORO'\’L[“‘ INQUESTb lN C'\NAD\ WI‘SI'
. Some of tln, most lmpmt'mt dutics dwolvmg up(m
medical | men, rare “those conncued with inquests,
and thcu' service as w:(nesSCa in courls of Iaw upon
pomts of ('oxcnsxu gnrdmne. Fon the propcr dx:charge of
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these ofﬁoes, they require to pos:ess an intimate know-
ledge of anatomy, physnology, patl\o]Ogv and chemistry,
with strong perceptive powera, and aptitude of reason-
ing; their knowledge 'is as a barren waste, unless they
are endowed with the faculty of accurately applying it.
“Thus gifted, they wield a power of the utmost import-
ance to society ; they protect the innocent {rom the aceusa-
Jtions of the malevolent at one time, and by disclosing
“the causes of decease promote the ends of justice at
“another. Educated as well for these, as other import-
" ant objects, they stand prominent as the friends and
protectors of the public, and have an undoubted righe to
expect from that public, that remuneration for their ser-
vices which is. their just and proper due—-they “ cast
their bread upon the waters,” and it is right that it
‘should return to'them, even *after many a ‘day.” In
this matter they seek but the same reward for the exer-
“cise of their talent, as the members “of - the: other two
learned professions ; and yet stlange to say, that, which
is cheerfully accorded in the 1wo latter cases, is. ‘either
grudgingly given, or refused in the former, ahhongh in.
ferior ‘o neitherin the benefits which it confers upon so-
~ciety.  Whyis this so? To a great extent we think it
attributable to ourselves. So few are the honars which
our professxon receives at the hands of the Executive,
“that we are ready to grasp them when offered, satisfied
pro tempore with the mere distinction which' they con.
fer. This has been by far too often the case. | We
have undervalued ourselves, and that we should be un
dervalued in turn, is but the equivalent of that va!ue
which we. have ourselves voluntarily assumed. It is
monstrous to imagine that medlcm wutnessea ire to be
~summoned to execute disgusting’ duties, and to-afford
important. evidence touching the lives of individuals,
~without a fair ‘remuneration. " Their pnof’ewon is their
means oflxveluhood and they are entitled to its fruits.
'Dr. Low’s letter, pubhshed in our last number, sets this
matter hefore the public in its true light; and in our is-
sue -of January 1, 1849, will be found a lvltu from Dr.
‘ R»ynolds, of Brockville, on the same subject. . Remark-
ing upon the absurdity of the 9th Vic. cap. 28, passed
_in 1846, regulatmn the - payment of expenses incurred
"in_the administration of justice in Canada West, Dr.
" Reynolds observes, "« that among. the items chargeahle
~‘upon the revenues of the Province, are enumerated the
fees of the coroner who holds the inquest, and the balhﬂ”
who ‘summons the jury,” while those of the surgeon.
- who really perfoxms the most lmpou:mt part, are omn-
xed » ‘ :

» From'a letter, however, of. Dr. Clark nf Whltby m )

B the Cobourg Stm of FebruaryG 1850, it would appear

that in the Home District the fees of medical witnesses
were admmed and paid by the District Council. This -
practice contrasts strongly but most fa\'ombly with the
practice’ of other District Councils in the Upper Pro.
vince. As the law stands, the Home District Council
had certainly no power to pay; and we can ouly re-
mark that Dr. Clark has heen exceedmaly fortunate. -
We publish a second letter from Dr. Low, and one from
Dr. Clark in another part.

If the profession be true to itself in ITpper Canada, a .
Bill must be introduced at the next Parliamentary_Ses.
sion to regulate these matters. - They must generally
refuse to attend inquests, unless the most distinct pledge
of remuneration be afforded. The example has been
set by some of the most influential medical gentlemen of
St Catherines. Let that e\ample be faithfully and dili.
gently followed up.  We ask but our nghta, and these we
must and shall have. ‘

‘An Act was introduced two or three qesuons ago, by
the Honorable M. Cameron, for the express purpose of
regulating the fees of medical witnesses at Coroner’s in.
quests, but it fell through. This Bill should be revived,
modified as indicated in this Journal at the time. The
fees granted in Lower Canada, are one guinea for an
opinicn, and three guineas for a post mortem examina-
tion and opinion; but no provision is. made for the re-
muneration for a chemical analysis—this should form a
distinct and separate charge, and not be less than five .
guineas—and the Bill bhould be made apphcableto both
sections of the Provmce. , ‘ ,

We are pleased to see our Upper Can'\dnan bxethren
taking the matter up ; we are the better pleased at their
style of manaumg it.  We are satisfied that the questlon
has but to be placed in its proper light, and justice will
be accorded. Our columm are freely open to them for.
its discussiem. ‘ »

L THE MEDICO -CHIRURGICAL" SOCIETY.
" Atan extraordinary meeting of the Medico-Chirurgi-
cal Society o" this City, held at their rooms on ‘Tuesday; -
the 261h ult., *“for the purpose of receivirg and consi- -
dering a proposition for maintaining the, ‘Brilish Amen-
can Journal of Medical and’ Physical ' Science, as thef“
pmpertv of the Medwal Profession of . Canada,” 1he fol-
losing resolutlons were unammouely adopted :

*That an Assnualmn bc now formed under the nome of the

- British American Mcdical and bm‘g‘l(‘ul Asaocmt.nn,’ to consist of
all the Dietrict Societies at preseut existing,. or which may here-
after be formed in this Province, the members of which shall con-
cur in the gencral objects to be subsequcnlly enunciated.” .’ ' v

«That Drs. Badgley, David and Sutherland, be a Committee, -
to submit to the members of the Medical profession of Canada,

“aprospectus of the objects to be sttained by the formation of such
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an Association, the manner in which these may be realized, and

to request their co-operation in carrying out the scheme.” .

' Georer D. Giss, M, D.,

(Signed)
‘ Sec. Med. Chir. Sveiety.

‘ ‘ REPORT. OF THE COMMITTEE.
In submitting to the careful perusal of our professional

* brethren in Canada, the following considerations, we feel

~ that'we have been inveated by the Society, of which we

are members, with an office in no wise onerous; but on

© the contrary, with the execution of a duty in every way

grateful to us. To exhibit to them the advantages to he
derived from union and cordial co.operation, in all those
matters which bear upon  the interests of the profession
of which they and we are’ members, needs no proof be-
yond. that which is.derivable from every day experience,

. in regard to every other class of mcn engaged in the
" same pursuils, and having the same objects in view.
+.¢« Union is strength,” is. an aphorisny, the truth and force
_of which are now toe fully recognized by Nations, as

well as by ‘comparatively small Communities (o require
any comment from us, . o o

~ After having for many years made fruitless attempts to
draw the attention of the Legislature tothe chaotic condi-
tion in which ‘the Medical profession. was in this coun-
try, and to obtain therefrom some measure of relief, both
as regarded the salety of ‘society generally, in reference
to the standard of education required of those who un-
dertook the treatment of disease, and of themselves indi-
vidually, in preventing ignorant and arrogant pretenders

“from assuming to themselves titles and immunities to

which they had no earthly right, and qualifications and
powers with which neither nature nor art ever did, or

“could by possibility invest them, the Medical profes-

siou of Canada East, succecded three years ago in ob-
taining, under the sanction of Parliament, an act for the
regulation of their own allairs; corporate, fiscal and edu-
cational. Untoward circumstances, over . which” their
brethren in this section of the Province could exercise no
control, prevented the earrying. out, at the same time,

“of the desires of the members of the profession in Ca.

_sure. .

nada West, in the attammment of a corresponding mea-

from them, and having .obtained this. great desideratum,
the profession in Canada will be politically in as desira-
ble a condition as they can possibly wish, enjoying as
they will then do self-government to the fullest extent.
“Tarn we now from our political to our social condi-

‘tion.. We have reason to estimate the number of:li-

- censed practitioners in Medicine and Surgery in Cana-

~da at fully one thousendy they arc scattered over a sur-

" face of many thousand miles. We would fain hope, that
" they, like the members of other professions and bodies,

‘are-possessed of those feelings which can evidence the
“action of a talismanic influence, wlien' brought into di-

“vect contact with others of the same eraft. . Cannot this
. be nuctured and encouraged even at a distance 7. We

answer  unhesitatingly; Yes,
means i— C L
; Ll " N TR . Lo

1. By the establishment of Distriet Societics,” for the cultiva.

and by the following

. tign of Medical science, of social and friendly intercourse, and
i udoption of those measares for mutual protection and counsel

This, however, cannot be much longer withheld |

among their members, which the pecoliarities of their respective
residences and individnal necessitics would naturally suggest.

2. By their becoming, through these Branch ' Socictics, inte-
erant parts of the Geueral Medical Association of their native or
adopred country.’ The great objects of this Association being :
to develope the physical characters of this conntry, to digplay s
resources, to obtain true statistical information, with a vicwy to
the pralongation of life and the ingrease of the comfurt and happi-
ness of - its inhabitants, therchy attracting to it capital, cither in
the shape of moncy or muscle and nerve—to appeal 10 the Le-
gistature, in cuse of need, with a voice that must bo lnqe&rd. for
protection of rights or redress of gricvances—to provide assistance
[when. hearty co-operation shull have’ prodnecd the necessary
funds.) for decayed members, and for those “who huve been dear
to und dependent, upon them, on the arrival of death—ana lastly,
o advance the science which they all profess; and

8. By maintaining and supporting a journal peculiarly  their
awn, conscerated to their own interests—a mediam of communi-
cation from Newfoundland to Manitoulin—a journal which might
deelare to their brethren all over the world, that they have fellow~

Jaborers in this land, who take a lively interest in all their efforts,
watch and rejoice in thewr progress, and claim as a Tight theirsym-
pathy in retorn. Lo o i
"These then, are the means, by which we feel assured,
that the social porition of the Medical Profession in Ca-
nada may be improved and cherished ; and it is with
the view of testing the practicability of obtaiuing such
objects that the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Montreal
appeals to its sister societies and the Profession generally,
to join heart and hand in the ‘accomplishment of this
design, - ‘ e S
It is proposed that all the Medical Societies of Cana-,
da shall hecome Branches of the Central one, “.’Ihc
British American Medical .and Surgicel Jssociation,”
—that this shall be managed by a President, a President
Elect or Vice-President, a Secretary and Treasurer,
and a Committee of Management. That each Branch
Society shall be designated by the name of the City,
Town, or District in which its meetings are'h'e\d 5 as,
for example, ¢ the Montreal Branch of the British Ame-:
rican Medical ond Surgical JAssociation.””  That the
Committee of Managewment shall consist of une member.
from cach Branch Seciety, which becomes incorporated
with the body, and who.shall be the agent of the Asso-
ciation as regards that Branch, superintending its cor-
respondence, the collection of subscriptions, - original
matter for publication, &e. ; thal the Association shall
meet annually at a Cityorina District of Canada East ‘
and West alternately. The President Elect to be chosen
from among the members of that Branch in whose dis-
trict the next meeting is to be held ; that the subscrip.
tion of members shall be four dollars per annum, alwuays:
payable in advance, lor which a copy of the Journal,
hearing its name, as well as a volume of the Association’s
transactions, whenever published, shall - be for\va)rded.
Should the funds sanction the adoption of such a step,
the Journal may be published every fortnight, instead of as
at’ present, every month, or its size may be increased.
Physicians and Surgeons not belonging to any Branch So-
ciety, will ‘be admifted as members of lh‘g; Association,
and enjoy .all the privileges of ordinary members, by the
payment in advanee, and free ol postage, of ‘an annual

‘| subscription-of four dollars, or that portion of this sum -

which would (estimating from the commenced quarter)
become due at the period of the’ next annual meeting.

Physicians and Surgeons not desiring to become mem-
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bers of the Association, may nevertheless be farnished

. with the Journal at_the yate of 15s. per annum, on ap:

plying to the publishers, “and enclosing the amount in
advance, and free of postage. . »

These measures are proposed entirely with a view to
economy ; the great ohject being to save the expense
‘of collection, &e., and to apply all the funds of the As-
sociation to the interests of the profession gencrally, and
of its members in particular, ‘

The valuahle services of the present conductor of the
British . American Journal of Medical and Physical
Science have heen offered to the Association for ils edi-
torial department ; and it cannot but he admitted, that,
considering the amount of labor necessary for the due
and profitable performance of his duties, the delicacy:. of

. the position in which he has been placed, and the pe- .

cuniary outlay which he has horne for six years, with-

- out any prospect of remuneration, hut on the contrary,

a continued liability to bis publisher against loss, entitle

Dr. Hall to the cordial thanks of the Medical Profession

of Canada ; while the estimation among contemporary
Journals acquired for that of this Province under his

direction, eminently point him out as being best qualified.

for continuing to fill that important office. :

In conclusion, we now earnestly ¢all ‘upon every li-
censed Medical Practitioner in Canada, to ponder over
what we have submitted to him ; and if he really feels

any interest in the advancement of medical science in

_ this country, or any regard for the prosperity of that

‘ing its rights in this Colony.

profession of which he is a wember, to signify to one of
the subscribers, as early as possible, his approval of the

scheme now propounded ; for, should the number of

members before the Ist May next, not prove sufficient
to justify the carrying out of the plan: it is more than

‘probalile, that the profession of this country will he de-

prived of the benefits hitherto nhtained by the possession
of the only Journal devoted to its interests, and advocat-

Francis Bancrry. M. D..
" A.H.Davin, M.D. .

o L - Wnt. SutHERLAND, M, D,
- Montreal, £7th February, 1850. .

S (Signed,)

Coor. Inpupence.—We quote the following from
the St. Catherine’s Conslifutional, of January:22d,

"~ and the coolness of the proposal can only be matched

by its impudence. What would thesc sapient jurors

~ say, were the physicians of St. Catherine’s to’ petition -
. the Legislature- for. permission o walk mto their stores
1,-and abstract therefrom such of their articles of mer-
‘ehandize as might suit their necessity without paying
for them. .We can imagine their virtuous horror, and
. the storm ‘of indignation which would follow. - The
" ifable of the Gored Cow would be nothing to it. The

 affair is too rich to lose, we therefore copy it :—
: ‘T‘To the Hlan. the Legislutine Council, and " Legislative Assembly

" . of Canada, 1n Parliament assembled :— ‘ ] ‘
‘We, the undersigned, foreman and jurymen, of the Inquest.
held this 19th January, 1850, on the body of Duncan McCallum,
beg leave most respectfully to Petition.. That inasmuch assome

" of the “ Members of the Medical Faculty” refuse to gize voluntary
“evidence hefore Coroner’s Jurics, and inasmuch as it is highly ne.

" gessary for euch Jurymen'to have such medical evidence, in order

Editorial _De‘partment.“

- Correspondence.

to arrive at a frue and just verdict insnch cases.  And inasmuch
as the law now maker it incumbent on such Jurymen to serve
-sithott pay, we, your Petitioners, humbly ask of your Honorable
bady (o pass, at the next Session of the, Provincial ‘Parliament,
an Act to compel all and any Physician, under penalty, when
‘subpaned by any Coroner, and when said Jurymen shall deem
it necessary, to make a Post Mortem examination, and to give

- in their evidence of the same. :

: : (Signed) S

! George Lepper, forcman; O. S, Phelps, Hiram Parkes, George
i Wonds, Peter Napicr, John Sanderson, T. T. Abraham, Asa
Phelps, John Copeland, J. E. Eaton, Thomas Bunting, James
Harris, ITugh Murray, James Barr, :

} But the whole story. is not yet
‘may wituess i— ‘

I Inquesr—On: Saturday the 19th “instant, an Inquest wae
held in this town, by Dr. T. Raymoend, Curoncr, on the body of
MNuncan MeCallum. : o

101, as the fo“o‘wfmg:“

The verdiet of the Corgner’s Jury was that deceased had been
laboring under sub-zcute pleuritis (inflammation of the pleura,)
"resultingin cffusion, aided by the use of alcohal, which ceused his
death!it! ' o B ‘ o
|" We pres.mme that this sapient jury obtalned the evi.
“dence of some equally sapient Doctor, and that the ver-
dict was based upon the ‘testimony of the latter. ‘Who
“the Coroner, Dr, Raymond is, we know not, hut we do -
i think thathe wasentitled toexpress his verdict in gram.
‘atical English.  What we want to know is, whether
it was the ¢ effusion,” (of water,) or “alcobol” which
« caused his death,” " Ifit was the latter, then was it
a strict case of felo de se, with all its legal consequences. -
But such results and such verdicts are a certain conse.
"quence of the anomalous posture of affairs in the Upper
Province in regard to Coroner’s Inquests.  Asit stands.
the above inguest is-a’ solemu farce, and a few more of
_them will attach a lasting ridicule to all Inquests.
i .

b MoxTREAL Dispensagy.~—A Dispensary has been,
'within this last fortnight, started in this city, the at-
;Iehding physicians being. Drs. Peltier, Gibb, Fenwick, .
R.P. Howard, Wright and It is under eminent
i patronage, and has a stafl morcaver, of six consulting

| physicians. We wish it every success, and the reali.
{zation of the most ardent wishes of its proje.tors.

Wrrnse
Doyer.

" "CORRESPONDENCE.
"FERS AT CORONER'S INQUESTS.—UPPER CANADA
I - Lerrer From G L Low, Esa. =~ .
Lo To the Editor of the Cobourg Star. ‘
Y Dean Sip—Tlaving 50 recently ocenpicd a Jarge space in the
entomns of your excellent jonrnal, I feel aiffident in so soon-again.
trespassing on your liberality, and were jt iny own personal mat.
ter, you, or.the public’ should never have been tronbled . with my
tedious, and to most people uninteresting communication. ilav.
ing applicd o Mr. Morgan Jellctt to asceriain the cnuse of my
clann heing rejected, and also to inform him of the retention of
Mr. Coroner Scott’s certificate, he with his usual promptitude
and urbanity, (for which I hear beg leave publicly to thank him}),
"replied, that he was ignorant of the cause, and that e returned ail
the papera the Magistrates handed himn ; however, this letter is of

" little importanee as I ean procure another, hut argues much;care-

leesniess an the part of the committee; as T am thus left in igno-
rance, unless’ what information I have gleaned through report, 1
canonly eanjecture 3 —~J1 it be cconomy 7, 1, Sir, have sayed the.
District a sum which would have paid all the fees due to medical
-witnesses employed on Inquests in the District, by preventing-a:
Crown prosccution in the case, stated in my letter to Mr. J. Smith,
and which would probably have amoanted to some fifty or sixty
pounds, nud this i not an isolated instance, I bave dmm\sp ﬁ‘e.“
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quently; 80 much for economy !! Agaiﬁ, if the Colonial law dues

not pruvide for the most necessary part of its complex structure,
the law of the mother-country does, and morcover, the law of
usage ie considered (I believe) by Lawyers, to be as forcible as an
Act of Parliament, and surely if the home district pay its medical
witnesses, the Newecastle might follow so good an example, and 1

Cwill certainly try to compel this commitice to be just, for they

know not how to be generous, at least it will bring the matter be-
fore the proper authorities.  Enclosed you have u letter from my
respected friend Dr. Richd. Clark, of Whitby, bearing strongly

_on this point of usage, as well as lapse of time. T will now call

our full attention to the causc that report ‘assigns fur the rejec.
tion of medical men’s accounts generally. ‘ ‘

1t is said thata certam Coroner had teen in the habit of hold.
ing inquests, when there was neither doubt nor obscurity, and of
calling in a medical gentlemnan toassist fiim. Now Sir, no obloquy
ought to be attached, nor mndeed can be, to a professional man on
this score, for he” will not uttend without being called on by the
Coroner, and can have no knowledge of the circumstance u prior?,
unless it can be proved tiat he had entered into collision with i
corrupt Coroner.  1f such was the case, why did not those per-

. song, whose duty it was, and before whom this infumous fraad

was attempted, hold up such miscreants to public scorn, and not
vigit their disploasare on all the unoffending Doctors only, for it
does not appear that the Coroners fees have been negatived, and
who really must be (of necessity) the concoctors of any delin-
quency of this nature, that might be attempted.—1f Sir, 1 reite-

rate, ¢his be the cause of this * Justice Shallow’ comniittee’s re-

" jection of just claims, they have indircetly offered 2 deep insultto

every member of the medical profession in the Neweastle district,
and I, for myscll, burl back with the utmost indignation, the dis-

say is, that they are not men of the mertle 1 took them for ; they
have been anticipated by the spirited individual of the ncighboring
district, whose lctter 1 have taken the liberty of asking you to
publish, - o : o oo
- L will not further trespass on your valaable time aud paper, by
offering common place apologics, but subscribe myself, dear Sir,
verv truly your obliged, . Greoree H. Low, M. R. C. S. L...
Darlington, Feb. 4, 1850, R

C - To Docror Low. - . P
Dear Sir—Seeing a  communication from you in the Cobourg.
Star, regarding the non.pzyment of medical men, for scrvices -
rendered at Curoners Inquests, (often of the most paramount im.
portance, and geucrally very disagrecable in their nature), I beg

leave ' to state that your very just complaint, (reiterated over
almost  the whole Provinee by medical men,)' contrasts so
strongly with the liberal manner in which I have been usad, that
Lsend youthese few lines, with my own experience in similar
matters. - ‘ o Lo

I like yoursclves, allowed . my last account against the Eome |
D:strict to run on for & time, from Janc 1843, to May 1847 ; the
charges made by me were 15s, for giving, evidence before a Coro-
ner, and L3 for a post-mortein, my account was admitied, up.
proved of 1 full, and money sent by retarn of the bearer of the
account. . i . ‘ ‘ ‘

Such discrepanee in the vsa

. =4
induced me to trouble

you with this note. -
. : -1 remain, dear Sir, -
Whitby, Feb. 1, 1850. ;

ge of two adjuining Distr ts, has

R W. Ciark.

honest and atrucious insolence of this puff:ball committee of filthy
dust, and which. could only have emanuted from ien of weak
heads, and worse hearts;
district, remain passive under this insinuated obloguy, all I can

: ’ OBITUARY. ~ ) o
Died, at Toronto, on Wednesday, the 13:th February, Henry

and if the medical geutlemen of this | Sullivan, M.R.C.8.L., Professor of Practical Anatomy in the '

University of T'oronto.
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. Avertissement.

. REGLEMENTS DU COLLEGE DFS

S AMENDEMENTSPROPOSES

”AU‘X‘_‘

MEDECI\TS El‘ CHIRURGILNS DU

BAS CANADA.

’AVIS suivant est donné confurmcment aux statuts
du Co]lege, qui exigent gne les amendements propo-{S
sés 4 ces mémes statuts, soient publiés durant six mois,
avant I’assemblée Tnenna]e o ils seront pns‘en crnsi-
dération.. ..
A une assembh,e du Bureau des Directeurs du Col-
‘lége des Médecins et Chirurgicns, tenue dans la Cité de
Montréal, le neuviéme jOlll‘ d “octobre, mil huit cent qua-
rante-neuf, il fut -
Proposé par A, Hall, M. D., secondd par. A. H.Da
vid, M.D., et résolu, que les amendements saivants aux
statu,s du dit collége, seraient proposés pour étre adop-
tésd la prochaine asssemblée Triennale de la corporation,
qui a2 ura heu dans la ville des Trois-Riviéres, le second
mercredi de juillet prochain, étant le dméme _)our de
uillet mil hait cent-cinquante. |

AMENDLMEN TS.
‘ BURnAu DES DIRECTEURS.

§1 Aufl, ‘substituez le suivant—<Les affaires du co)-
lége seront conduites par un Bureau de Directeurs, an nom-
bre de trente-six, dont quinze seront élus d’entre les mem-
bres du Collége dans les Districts de Québec et de Gaspé—
quinze dentre ses membres, dans le District de Montréal,
trois d’entre ses membres dans le District des Trois- R:vxereq,
et trois d’entre ses membres dans le District de St. Frangois,
et pas plus ni moins de huit membres de ce dit Bureau de
Directeurs, ne pourront résider dansla cité de Québec, et ni

lus ni moins de huit ne pourronl: rc,xder dans la cx!e de
lontréal.>>

§9. Aprésles mots. « certificats” a_|onte/. « et des li-
cences” et pour & jusqu’d ce qu’elles aient'été duement ter-
mmées” substituez ¢ durant le premier JO(U‘ de sa scssxon.’?

| OFFICIERS DU COLLEGE. =

§L A_)outu ce qui suit, % Et qu’il soit entendu que si
le President réside dans Pune ou lautre cité, le Vide-Prési-
dent peut &tre’ élu (’entre les dire ecteurs résidant hors de
la ville; et vice versd; si ie Vice-Président réside dans
Pune ou Pautre cité, “le Président peut étre élu d’entre
les mpmbres du Bureau non résidants dans-les vx]les »

DES MEMBRES.

Retranche7 le préambule. .
§ 1. Remplacez le §1 par le suwant, “aucun de ceux
qui ont obtenu une hcence depuis la passation de Pacte en
amendement (30 mai 1849) ne pourra. étre requ’ membre

du Collége des Médecins et Chxrurglens, avant l’e‘rpnra- ‘

tion de quatre annees. . , e

§ 2. Ajoutez ce qui' suit, < lequel document aera pre-
senté au secrétaire, aumoins dix JO[!I‘S avant l’assemblee‘
scmi-annuelle.”’

"§5. Au § 5 substituez le suivant, « Toute _personne
proposée comme membre, sera consxderee eIue, si elle re-
coit la majorité des votes des Directears presents au Bu-
rean.”

§7. Au lieu de « cemﬁcat d avrcvatwn” lisez « Dl
plome d’agrevahon »

~ DES LICENCIES.

§1. Au §1 substituez le suivant, < Les licenciés ont:
droit 2 la qualification ‘de Licenciés du Collége des Mé-
decms et Chirurgiens du Bas-Canada.” | )
- §3. Au §3 substituez le suivant, < Le Dipléme. deg:
Licenciés sera signé par le Président et le Reégistrateur et.
par le Vice-Président. et le Secrétaire du District ot se
tiendra l’aesemblee, et sera revétu du sceau du College.”

DES ASSEMBLEES.

$ l. Pour ¢ Quubec” substituez ¢ Mon(n,al” et pour
& Montréal® substituez ¢ Québec.

Ajoutez le statut suivant.

§4. Le Bureau des Dnrecteurs pourra, s’il le juge &
propos, députer des comités, composés de pas moins de
trois membres du Bureau, dans les Districts ce Québec et
de Gaspé, de Montréal, des Trois-Riviéres et de St, Fran-
cois, pour former des Bureaux. d’Examen relativement aux
cualifications préiiminaires des candidats pour Dsdmissicn
a Pétude de la medecme, et les dits Bureanx d’Eamens.
tiendront leurs sances dans le but spécifié, dans le temps
et au lieu quils jugeront convenabies, en donnant avis de’
leur intention aumoins quinze jours d’avance, dans quelqne
journal public’ du District, avec les circonstances mention-
nés dans le troisiéme rcglement La 'dite notification de.
PPassemblée devra etre signée par l’un des secrétaires de Dis-
trict. ' ) P

o .DES HONORAIRES. '

Ligns @) pour & certificat” lisez ¢ Dxplome.” T

Retranchez in toto la ligne 3 a_v,ant rapport & Penregis-
trement des membres. ‘

Ligne 5, pour « certificat recommandant pour hcence” ‘
hsez ¢ honoraires pour licence.”” ‘

AJoutez le' statut sujvant.

- § 2. Tous candidats pour licence .ou lnuv. éludmn!s se

Iproposant de; subir . leur examen . préliminaire devront; en.

présentant lears titres au secrétaire, déposer entre ses mains
le montant’ des honoraires dus au Coilege dans le cas d’un
examen satisfaisant. o
m«:cu-:mxm'ra. ‘
§1 Pour “un certmcat de hcence” subshtuez “lxcence ” :

’



~ PROPOSED AMENDMENTS
o T : TO th 3 |
‘BY-LAWS OF THE COLLEGE "OF PHYSICIANS 'AND SURGEONS oF
. LGWER CANADA. S T

¢

TN accordance with the provision of ‘the ‘By- Laws the College of Physicians and Surgeons, untif after the ex-..
“§ 7 of the. College, requiring six month’s publication of } piration of four years.” Lo L e
o '§ 2. Add. fhe following, ¢ which document must be .
to the Triennial meeting of the College, -at which they :ﬁgg;‘f I‘I:’etlt‘i‘ilsef,'e‘a"")'a at least ten days before the semi- .
- vi!}‘?quqgl§ide§§Q, due x‘)ot}c‘eﬁot the followmng is she‘re-‘ . §5. ‘Ihstea% of § 5, substitute the following, < Every -
“by‘_glven‘r”_; P L o " | person proposed'as a member, shall be  considered  electéd,
. Ata meeting of the Board of Governors of the Col-| by receiving a majority of the votes of the Governors; pre-
“lege .of Physicians and Surgeons, held in the ‘city of | sent at-the Board.> .. o
: ' ‘ § 7. For « certificale of membirship,”* read, ¢ diploma of
membership.”. o R

“ptoposed amendinents to any of the By-laws, previous

Montreal, on the ninth day of October, one thousand
eight hundred and forty-nine; it was o

o T ] ST o . o . oF ucx:;:rwrr,s.‘_ L S
: Pfo;)psed' b}" - Hall, M.D,, secpndtq by A. H.  §1.° For§ Lsubstitute the following, « Licentiates are
David, M.D., and xjesolved, that the following amend-| antitled to the «ppellation of Licentiates of the College of -

“wents to the By-Laws of thesaid College, be submitted | Physicians arnd Surgeons of Lower.Canada.? .. .
for ailoption at . the ensuing’ Trieunial meeting of the|. §3. For§ 3substitute the following, ¢ The Diploma for
. Corporation, to :be held in the town of Three Rivers, Licentiates shall be sjgned by the President and Registrar,
*on the Second Wednesday of.July next ensuiug, being antlll' bl); *lhe Vtci-pre:eldelmt],d anddsﬁcrﬁtaﬁy“t}ﬂ‘m D‘istrifctain.
o to . of Julv ; i which ihe meeting is held; and shall have the seal of the .
the tenth day of Jul),:om‘a thoua'fw‘\d elahtfl‘xuiud‘re‘d ‘avnd\ College afixed S o e e t
: " Coow ‘ OF TIIE MEETINGS.

“ﬁftY."j N o o . ‘ . ) .
AT 'AMENDMENTS.. | | §L For «Quebec” substituie « Montreal, ” and for
- BPOARD OF. GOVERNORS. . |« Montreal ** substitute ¢ Quebe‘c.‘ :’ . o oo

. §1.7 In place of § 1, substitute the following—¢ The af- |- Add the following By-law. L
 fairs of the IZJO\llegé'sha.,lLb‘e conducted by a Board of Gover-| $4."The Board of Governors may, if they see fit," de--
‘nors; thirty=six.in number, fifteen of whom shall be elected | pnte Committees, consisting of not'less than three mem-
‘from-among the members of the College Tesident in the Dis- bers of the Board, in the districts of Quebec and Gaspé,
‘trict of Quebec and Gaspé—fitteen from among its members Montreal, Tliree Rivers, and St; Francis, to be Boards.of -
. resident in the District of ‘Montreal—three from among its. Examination in regard to the preliminary qualifications of ..
- members resident in the Districi of Three Rivers, and three candidates for admission to the study of Meilicine ; and the-

- amontr its membe! ¢ caid Boards of Examination, shall hold their sessions for:.

the purpose specified, at_such'time and place as they shalt
see fit, wiving at least fifteen days notice -of their intention«
50 to do, in some public journal published in- the “District,

‘from amony its members resident in ‘the District of St. Fran-
“cis; and of tie said Board of Governors, neitker more-nor
“Jess than eight shall, bé tesident in the city of Quebec, and

_‘neither more nor less’than eight shall be resident in the city {59, 1 o lhe >
of Montreal.” -~ - [ PR \V:(ﬂh_ lhe. ancqmstunl_ces speczhgt‘l‘under bfv‘-law .3.»_ ‘;Th'e sz_ud :

L6 9. “After the words: ¢ cerlificites” insert «and licen- notification of meeting to be signed by either of the District

" sesy”.:and for ¢ until it shall ‘have been duly closed,” sub- | Sectetaries. ' o S

*stitute ¢ during the first day of its session” © ‘

e . OF THE FEES. R ‘

e T . " “Line 2, for « Cestificate” read ¢ Diploma.? .~ . . |
i, . OFFICERS . OF THE COLLEGE. ' "] ¢ Line 3, omit in toto, having reference to the enregistration -
w7 §1: Add the following, « It being understood that when | of members. T T T
the President tesides in.either cityythe Vice-President may | Line 5, for « certificate recommending for License,” read
“be elected from. among the Governors .residing out of the i fee for Licentiates.” =~ = " - T
A’iqity}‘;ﬂand vice ‘\{ersa,"'f:.iheaViqe-Pmsndent resides in; et;he; The‘foll.owiilgﬁo‘be,a;_Byflaw, ‘ ‘ Lo e
" of the ‘cities, the President may be elected from among ‘the |-§, 2. 'All candidates for license, or intending students
mbers of the Board not resident in the cities.”” .~ " o - | proposing to pass theiv preliminary examination, shall de*’
Y Gp MEMBERS ' posit with the secretary the amount of fees: due to the Col-

‘ lege in the event of successful examination, at the 't

Voot

=)

0m|t‘tlie'pféanib!é. IR event of snceessiul
7§ 1. 1Instead of § 1, substituite the .fo ‘ f‘}ﬂt they hand in their eredentials.
/.who has obtained a license since tne passing of the act of | b REGULATIONS. . o co
" amendment (May 30.,1849), shall he admitted a memberot” 8 1.. For &a cottificate of license,” subsfitute, Glicense.”.

v

lowing, ¢ No one




