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A Sresh Start

«(W-’E have now entered upon another As-
b4 sembly year. In view of what God
has done for us in the past, we may well look
back with gratitude and look forward with
hope, Our work is expanding vastly on every
side. It is indeed practically unlimited.
Nothing can be more soul-inspiring than the
way in which our Home Mission Work is
prospering. Men of godiy zeal and talent
rarely spend a week in mission work in any
part of the country without good resuits fol-
lowing. Mission stations increase and multi-
ply in the older Provinces, and some are year-
ly rising to the standing and responsibility of
self-supporting congregations. In the new
Provinces she process of multiplication is
much more rapid, and the growth more
marked. The practical point for us_ now to
look at is the advance we are prepared to
make during the ecclesiastical year on which
we have entered. Shall not still more of the
Church’s vital energies flow out in this direc-
tion? Shall not all our ministers and mem-
bers prepare themselves for the inevitable
conflict with the powers of darkness in this
land? Do we not claim “Canada for Christ,”

long and laborious vears. Itis in the inte-
rest of no individuals and no class that we
urge an adequate provision for the Gospel
ministry. Our Colleges are yearly attaining a
better position. Rich and poor are giving to-
wi:ds their support. More is needed, of
course, the very strongest is not yet strong
enough ; the wealthiest is not rich enough ;
but what has been accomplished since the
Union is surely enough to justify the most
sanguine expectations. The rate at which the
country is growing and at which our Church is
extending her operations will inore than justify
the existence of all our six Colleges. Let us
see to it that none of the six suffer through
our neglect. Send students to our Colleges !
We can well afford to double our present num-
bers. Then lct the service of Christever have
the best of our young men,—not merely the
best in morals but the most brilliant in talents
and the most apt to learn and to teach.

Sec how our Foreign Missionary operations
are likely to expand! Demerara will in all
probability be occupied by one or more mis-
sionaries from our Church. The Coolies there
are as needy as those in Trinidad, their ¢laims
are as urgent, and the ficld is equally inviting.
—Then, 1t is not impossible but we may join
in evangcelizing Japan, a ficld to which we are

from ocean to ocean, from Newfoundland to;invited by the generous gifts of friends belong-
Vancouver’s Island? Our welfare asa Church, | ing to another Church.—Our mission in India
our power for aggression upon Heathenism, iis capable of indefinitc expansion ; and our

vill depend, under God, upon our zeal and|

success in Home Mission work.

Every member of the Church as well as
every officer, has a deep interest in the duc
sustentation of the ministry, and during the
present year this question will, we trust, receive
the attention to which it isentitled. Qur mi-
nisters arc neither greedy nor venal. Many
of them have nobly confronted poverty for

very interesting New Hebridcan field is by no
means exhausted.  Our Formosa Mission is
peculiarly blest.  Thus it appcars that mis-
sions to the Heathen are not hkely to demand
less of our energies as the years roll on.
Akin to our Home Mission work is the grand
enterprise of French Evangelization,—an en-
terprise which justly commands widespread
sympathy and aild. Motives of patriotism as
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well as religion should lead to the strenuous
prosecution of this work. ‘“VThe field is the
world”—but the field for each one of usis
primarily our own immediate circle—our own
respective congregations, our own Missionary
Societies. Few of us can go to the New
Hebrides, or to Trinidad, or to India, or to
beautiful Formosa. Few of us can personally
encounter the inconveniences and hardships
of the Home Mission field. But all can be-
come partners in every one of the Church’s
enterprises ; and in fact we can never do our
work as it ought to be done until the co-ope-
ration of ALL is secured, ‘“At it, all at it,
always at it!” was the motto of a great Evan-
gelist. ' We may well adopt it as our motto
for the current ccclesiastical year.

CHURCH ERECTION. The Board of Church
Erection of the Presbyterian Church of the
United States expended last year $121,53o.w
Nearly one half this amount was contributed
by four wealthy men. These men for the past
ten years—ever since the organization of the
Board—contributed most liberally to its funds.
Now, the four have been removed by death,
and the loss will be sorely felt. The contribu-
tions from New York sank from $40,000 to
about $6,000 owing to the demise of some of
these good men. Our own Church has a
Church Erection Fund or its equivalent for
the North-West which has already been found
very useful. She has also in Nova Scotia the
Hunter Fund which answers the same end.
But there is required a “Church Erection
Fund” which will cover the whole of our vast
territory. Invery many places where churches
are most needed, the power and even the in-
clinationto ‘“arise and build” are awanting.
A stimulus from a central Board would evoke
local zea! and liberality.

.

Ex Cathedra Altterances.

1

g}ri\' his closing address to the General As-
¢1) sembly of the Church of Scotland, Dr.
Rankine, the Moderator, said,—"It is a sad
fact that even in Scotland itsclf, the Church
requires to be to so large an cxtent a mission-
ary institute. An estimate has been made
that cne half of the population of Great Bri-
tain is outside of the Church organizations of
the land—scparated from Gospel ordinances,
and living without God. It is distressing to
think of it! with ncarly three thousand
Preshyterian Churches, besides Episcopalian,
Independent, and Romanist Chapels, this is
the present practical rzsult even in Scotland !
Canat last? Does it not summon every minis-
ter to missionary work?” Speaking of the
agencies at work he says.—“It is impossible

any longer to overlook or ignore the work of

the Salvation Army proper. This movement
has become a great fact in the religious world.
Its members, its resources, its widely ramitied
operations, its unusual methods are fitted to
arrest attention and constrain enquiry.  One
of the most learned prelates of the Church of
England has declared, that while the Church
and non-conformists have allowed the mass
to drift away from them, the Salvation Army
has recovered the lost ideal of the Christian
Church, the universal compulsion or constraint
indicated in the parable of our Lord.” Dr.
Rankine fears that there is a growing tenden-
cy to undervalue the religious ordinances
which were once so carefully observed,—“Ad-
ventitious attractions are too often and too
largely needed now to bring men together for
worship. There is also the restlessness which
belongs to our days, the craving after novelties
which has entered even the domain of religion,
and which demand gratification. The Church
cannot satisfy these demands. The only legi-
timate attraction is the Gospel of God’s love,
and the worshig which this love inspires.”
DR. HORATIUS BONAR, the Moderator of
the Free Church Assembly, in his closing ad-
dress dwelt largely upon the rationalist® ten-
dencties of the times and the speculations of
philosophy, falsely so called.—“The age tosses
like a fevered man upon his sick-bed, secking
rest but finding none. It tries vanity, as men
in quest of health try change of air..Faith
itselt is regarded.rathe" 1s a prison-house than
a palace—a restraint upor thought, not an
instrument for its d- clopment. We see, and
hear, and touch, and taste; but we do not be
lieve.” ¢‘Science,” he says, “can de much, it
can raise many questions as to the great trans-
action done on Golgotha, but it cannot shake
the cross. It abideth forever. The world
has always hated it. Yet it is immutable.”
“Churches are gathered and scattered.
Creeds are formed and dissolved. Theories
rise like bubbles and collapse in a day. But
the cross still stands, and with it Jehovah’s
eternal purpose of grace. That cross is the
symbol and embodiment not only of what we
call Christianity, but of all that Scrioture re-
cognizes as religion.  No cross, no Christiani-
ty, no cross, no religion. It is, and it will e
throughout the eternal ages, the centre of o
happy universe. Shake it, and all things arc
shaken ; destroy it, and the universe gives
way. That cross is the true exponent ot the
supernatural.  The only scientific religion that
we acknowledge is the religion of the cross
No unsacrificial cross can pacify the con-
science. No semi-sacrificial victim or quas
—substitutiogal propitiation will accomphsh
reconciliation and bid fear depart, bringing
God and man together it rightcous relation-
ship, never to be broken. The idealsts of
our time ask for a scientific rross ; but ther
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shall no such cross be given. Our philoso-
phers call for a philosophic Gospel; but there
shall no such Gospel be sent down from hea-
ven. Our advanced thinkers and men of cx-
pansion demand a Christ for the nineteenth
century ; but no such Cbrist has arisen or shall
arise. It must either be the first-century
cross, the first-century Gospel, the first-centu-
ry Christ, or no cross, no Gospel, no Christ at
all. A cultured world now calls aloud for a
cultured Christ, and rcfuses its allegiance to
any other : but there shall no other Christ be
given but the Son of the carpenter.

DRr. EDMOND, Moderato: of the Synod of the
Preshyteriaun Church of England, in his open-
ing address reviewed some of the ecclesiasii-
cal events which had occurred during his mi-
nistry of forty years, such as the Kylsyth
revival, the Disruption in 1843; the formation
of the United Presbyterian Church in 1847,
and the happy union of Presbyterians in Eng-
land and elsewhere. In closing he said there
were two things to render that meeting mem-
orable,— (1) the completion of a new code of
Church praise, and (2), the appointment of a
committee as regards the Confession of Faith.
‘That may prove the beginning of a movement
Jestined to Lave a long sequel. The burder
of DR. H.RRICK JOHNSON'S address to the
Assemnbiy of the Presbyterian Church of the
United States was “a dearth of ministers”
and an anxious enquiry into the cause of it.
MR. WILSON congratulated the Presbyterian
Church in Ireland that their controversy on
the instrumental music question had ceased.
DR, KING, in our own Assembly gave expres-
-ion to the importance of providing for the
. dequate remuneration of the ministry.
e

the State of Religion,
1883.

Report on

l\ EPORTS have been sent in to your
2\ Committee, for the most part full
carefully prepared and of great value, from
the five Synods which constitute the Church.
[he<ein turn were based upon Presbyterial
digests of Sessional returns; and numbered
345 out of 833 charges.

These results, though a considerable ad-
VANCE 11 SOME Quarters upon past attainments,
ndicate a large amount of continued neglect
md indifference in regard to matters of the
Jeatest importance and interest to the indivi-
‘tal congregation and to the Church at large.
The faithfal preparation of these returns se-
wes an attention to the religious condition of
S congregation and community not likely to
e otherwise given to it, and no pains should
se omitted to obtain this in all parts of the
Cherche It s with much regret we notice

that these shortcomings are not confined to
newer and imperfectly organized charges, but
prevail too in some long and highly cultured
regions, which ¢laim a leading place in other
departments of church euterprise. For ex-
ample, why should we be told that no returns
have been made by anv of the five Sessions of
a city in the Maritime Provinces, or by four-
teen out of the twenty one charges in one of
the Presbyteries in the centre of the Synod of
Toronto and Kingston, when neighboring
Presbyteries present a report for every charge
within their bounds. It is, however, matter
for high rratitication, that this year reports,
more or less full, have heen sent in by all the
Presbyteries, with the exception of the small
and distant one of Newfoundland. We may
be allowed still to remind this Presbytery, that
though least and farthest among the sister
band, it has not lost its place in the affection-
ate solicitude of the Church, and we shall
hope to hear fromit in the future as in the past.

CONFERENCES.—In all parts of the Church
in connection with the preparation and consi-
deration of these reports there has been an
amount of prayerful conference, which cannot
but produce results of bigh value to those
who participated init, and to the congrega-
tions under their care. It is worthy of men-
tion that at the recent meeting of the Synod
of Toronto and Kingstor. a conference, upon
subjects suggested by these reports, occupying
an entire day, was the occasion of much inter-
esting and profitable interchange of thought
and prayer—an example to which we take the
liberty of directing the attention of other Sy-
nods and Presbyteries.

CHURCH ORDINANCES.—Here the almost
unbroken testimony is of an encouraging and
satisfactory nature. Our people reverc the
Sanctuary of a covenant God, and show a
high appreciation of the value of a gospel
ministry and the blessings found in the courts
of God’s house. It is a pity that this should
necd to be qualified in any measure, but it
must be so where we find reference made in
more than one quarter to the growing preva-
lence of “half-day hearing” in cities and
towns with, as one remarks, “its depressing
influence on the minister, on the portion of
the congregation present, and on visiting
strangers.” These absentecs little know how
much they, like Thomas of old, may lose by
not assembling with their brethren, or how
far they may vet be held responwible for a lack
of moral support and loss of spiritual power
m the minisier and of prosperity in the con-
gregation over which they placed him, and
for whose welfare they hold him accountable.

In the observarce of the Sacraments there
are ~till dilatosv parents in the membership of
the Chureh, <ow in claiming in Baptism the
Ll ssinees of the Covenant for their offspring ;
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ond many too, who are no defaulters in this
respect, are still ready, especially in the High-
land settlements of Nova Scotia and Ontario,
to excuse themselves from commemoration of
the Lord’s death in obedience to his dying be-
best, forgetful that the qualifications required
and the responsibility incurred are no higher
in the one case than in the other. What must
such think of a city congregation which, one
report tells us, has led the Church this last
year in a new departure, observing the ordi-
nance of the Supper eight times, “quarterly
in the morning and quarterly in the evening,
with high appreciation by earnest Christians,
and blessing to the quickening of not a few.”
“This do in rememberance of Me—for, as o/t
as ye eat this bread and drink this cup, ye do
show the Lord’s death till He come.”

CHRISTIAN LIBERALITY.—The apostolic
injunction to “abound in this grace also,”
seems to be remembered, if not to the full
obeyed, by a large proportion of our people.
Their attainments in this respect deserve the
grateful recognition of the Church. The in-
crease of the tithe-givers to the Lord is noted
by more than one of the reports, though many
still fail to appreciate their privilege, and re-
cognize their responsibility. Generous giving
seems to be on the increase. A number of
congregations, chiefly in cities and towns,
have added to their ministers’ stipends, while
a much larger proportion bave, even amid
growing strength and greatly increased cost
of living, forgotten the obligations incurred in
the ministers’ call, and the cheering tribute to
his worth and devotion they might render, to
their own benefit as well as his, by a just and
generous advance. It were well that both
classes should hear now in anticipation, as one
.day they will hear in reality, the Master's
word, “Inasmuch as ye did it—or did it not—
unto the least of these my brethren, ye did, or
did it not, unto ME.”

In giving to Missions and other schemes of
the Church there seems to be a steady and gra-
tifying progress, and we are happy here to
refer to the fact that the operations of the
Women’s Foreign Missionary Associations,
instead of merely diverting the stream of Mis-
sionary contributions, seem to have aided in
swelling the volume of these, while they
widened and deepened the fount from which
it flowed. This encouraging state of things
would be yet farther advanced could three
things be accomplished, viz: (1) The still
freer circulation of information as to what is
being done in our mission fields, and other
departments of the Church’s work, such as
might be furthered by the introduction of our
“ Record” into every family in the Church.
(2() The clear, constant and urgent inculcation
of Scriptural views of the duty and privilege
of systematic beneficence. (3) Lastly the

more general introduction of approved me-
thods of gathering the gifts of his people intc
the Lord’s treasury.

PRAYER MEETINGS.—We are now called
to do what has been described as “feeling the
pulse” of the Church’s life, viz.,, inspect its
prayer meetings. It is pleasing to learn that
such meetings are found in very nearly all of
our congregations. In many cases the usual
weekly meeting is supplemented by districi
and cottage prayer meetings, which occasion-
ally take the form of fellowship meetings, con-
ducted by elders with or without the pastor’s
presence, where there are usually smaller
numbers, less formality and sometimes freer
interchange of thought, feeling and experience
of the Lord’s dealings with his people, forming
seasons of much refreshment. Would that
these were more common than they seem tc
be, but their existence at all is noted with sat-
isfaction. A good deal of pains seem to be
taken in very many congregations to render’
the weekly prayer meeting interesting and
profitable, by the introduction and discussion
of the Sabbath-school lesson, Bible-readings,
Missionary and other religious intelligence,
but notwithstanding this, the attendance seems
to be far from what their importance, to the
highest good of the congregation, renders so_
desirable. While now and then we hear of
one-half, two-thirds or three-fourths (rarely
ever more) of the congregation being present,
the proportion more commonly is a third, a
fourth or a fifth and sometimes only a tenth or’
a fifteenth, while the figures in the statistical
reports of recent years are still more startling.
Last year we were told our people had consi-
derably increased in numbers, counting now
about 462,000, while of these only 25,000, or
about one-eighteenth attended the prayer
meetings cf the Church, and #4ss was smaller
by ten thousand or two-fifths than the year
preceding. Well may we pray for a more
prayerful spirit—the promised Spirit of grace
and of supplication! This matter certainly
claims the serious consideration of the Church.
Another, if possible, still more serious follows,
and that is the question of

RELIGION IN THE HOME.—On this import-
tant subject we are sorry to say the reports
are not as favourable as could be desired.
That there are many—very many godly homes
among us, full of cheerful piety and tender,
loving christian nurture, we rejoice to know,
but that there are many where this is replaced
by a stifling worldliness, or by the cruel heed-
lessness of the ostrich, condemned in the
days of the ancient prophet, we more than:
fear. YourCommittee feel their responsibilityy
while gladly recognizing much that is unspeak-
ably valuable in this department, to deal with:
equal faithfulness with what seems to be 2-
grave and alarming defect in one of the foun-
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dation stones of our religious fabric. To ex-
aggerace would be wrong. To condone or
extenuate serious evil, would be notless foolish
and wicked. We have been making careful
inquiry, let us intellizently consider and reso-
lutely deal wit™ the facts ascertained. For
years past the Assembly’s questions have an-
nually brought out much that was suited to
produce anxious thought. A Synodical re-
port some years ago expressed “ afear that, in
the neglect to press the duty of family religion
and responsibility, the Church was sowing
sceds of troublc for the future.” The shadow
of that future, if not the dark reality, secms to
be already upon us.  *“ Here,” said the report
of 1380, “the complaint is very grievous.”
“ Tt calls for such attention on the part of ses-
sions as will ere long relieve the Church of
much of its present concern.” The report of
1882 speaks of thesituation with equal gravity.
This year your Committee felt the continued
need of full and definite information, and
framed their queries accordingly. The result
may be best given by free quotation. Begin-
ning with the Maritime Provinces, we find the
Presbytery of Truro claiming the sohitary and
noble distinction of having *“all the heads of
families who are communicants conduct family
worship.”  Whether this is accompanied by
proper solicitude for the salvation of the chil-
dren—points also inquired after in the belief
that the test of family-worship, though so far
good, was insufficient—the report does not
say. A neighbouring Presbytery “expresses
the fear that the religion of the houschold, in
some congregations, is not what it once was.”
“Others speak vaguely, and in ignoracce of
the facts.  The same is largely the case in the
neat Synod (Montreal and Ottawa).  In Que-
bee two-thirds of the families are <aid to be
thus faithful: in Lanarkand Renfrew “a fair
proportion.”  In Montreal “ A large propor-
twon neglectful.”  “¢Glengarry, however, re-
ports that family worship is generally well
observed, indeed, this is the most checering
part of nearly all the reports’ In all the
Presbyteries of this Synod, complaints are
inade that parents in gencral are not faithful
in their duties to their children. Even where
family worship is said to be ‘generally observ-
ed, it is added that fathers and mothers do
not, as 2 whole, seek their children’s conver-
sion.” As to teaching the children, the an-
swers in one Presbytery are “mainly discoura-
ging but not altogether without hope. They
tell us that there is some measure of faithful
nstruction in the things of God in many fam-
ilies, but when we come to the second part,
things are very dark, we think thisis the most
cheerless part of all the reports! * ¢ ¢
i}uvhcc reports ‘ parental fidelity at a low ebb.
* judging from the returns. Not one
speaks favourably on this point. Parentsasa
ruleare lacking in this respect. The family

altar is not sanctified by truc religion and
piety. The world and its attractions are mag-
nified in the children’s cyes, and they are lost
for God and his service’”  In the Synod of
Toronto and Kingston the reports ag to faaily
worship are much like those already given,
that of one Preshytery being apparently ap-
proximately true of all therest that, “one-half
would be quite up to the mark as a gencral
average”  “*Where you do not find fanuly
worship, vou do not find much or any instruc-
tion, and even when it is observed there would
scem to be great remissness in the instruction
of households in Scripwral truth.  All the
Presbyteries witness this, and some with sad
cmphasis. There are some worthy examples
indeed, but they are rendered the more con-
spicuous by the general slackness.  One Pres-
bytery hits the mark in saying that in sume
quarters parents sce that the children attend
Church and Sabbath School, while at hon.we
the religious life is ‘very, very sad, parents
being in general far more interested in getting
farms for their children or acquiring riches or
social position than in trying to wrn their chil

dren’s hearts to God or seeking their general
welfare, the Land of Egypt being of more va-
lue in their eyes than the land of pronmse)
* * * * The Session of acity congrega-
tion deplores the fact that the ¢ whole trend of
city life is towards the minimizing of home in-
fluences * * * * the hurry of business,
the multitude of church meetings, the excite-
ment of social parties and public entertain-
ments absorbing and exhausting both parents
and youth, and thereby unfitting them for reli-
gious vxercises at home.””

Inthe Synod of Hamilton and London home
instruction is *‘attended to by a large propor-
tion of our people. But while this is truc,
this is one of the subjects to which the atten-
tion of the Church requires specially to be
called. There is evidence in all the reports
that th.s matter is the cause of much anxiety
in all our Sessions.  There is a widespread
feeling manifest that the religious character of
our family life is retrograding, and that o
many parents throw the responsibility of the
religious instruction of their children on the
Sabbath-school. But it is gratifying to notice
that there is no disposition on the part of scs-
sions to ignore this regretable state of things.
* * * but on the contrary, evidently, efforts
are being made so far as it i1s within the power
of the pastor, to rouse the minds of the people
to the importance of this subject and engage
them in the discharge of this important duty.”

The Manitoba report sums up its informa-
tion thus:—“Family worship, as a gencral
rule, is not well attended 10, nor are parents
reported as giving strong cvidence of their
anxiety for the conversion of their children.”

(To be Continued )
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Che Last Davs of Hoshna,
Avoust 12, JOSBUA XX1v: 14.29.
Golden Text, Joshua 24 ; 15.

"—'}ﬁ BOUT fourteen years after the conquest of
- Canasn, twenty five years from tbe time
that he had led them across Jordan, Joshua re.
minded by old age that he must soon die, summoned
the elders and heads of 1he tribes to meet, ch. 23.
—Probably at Shiloh, Soon after a much larg:r
meeting of the people was convened at Schechem
to hear the last words of their grand old leader.
The last words of a friend are always memorable ;
bat the piace, the occasion and the person now un-
der notice have invested this trausiation with im-
rishable interest. At Schechem the Israelites
ad already renewed their covenant to serve God,
ch. 8 ; 30-35, and now they are to do it again with
even greater solemmty. V. 14, ZThereforc—in
view of all that God had done for them, vs. 1-13.
Fear the Lord—respect and honour bim, Lev. 19:
8. Serve him—obey and worship him, There isa
sense in which God necds our service. He could
do without us, but he chooses to use us in promot-
ing his ends. Acceptable sérvice must be sincere,
John 4: 23.  The flood—the Enphrates, referring
to the idolatry of their ancestors in Chaldea, vs.
2, 8. Vs.15, 18. Joshua here assumes, what is
indeed true of all peoples, that the Israelites must
have some objrct of worship and, knowing the
fickleness of their character, he p.esses upon them
the uuportance of deciding once for all and with-
out delay this great question—whom they are to
serve, If they cannot come to a decision now,
they may never have so good an opportunity pre-
sented to them again. For their encouragement
he declares emphatically that his own choice has
been made—a splendid exawple from one so high
in station ; and it told upon the whole communi-
ty. V.19, Y canuotserve—Joshua knew bet-
ter than they did the temptations in their way
and how difficult it would be for them t> keep
their promise. Itisso withusall. V. 23. The
strange gods.—Even then there must have been
sowe 1dolaters on the sly among the Israelites—
who had perhaps some of the Egyptian idols in
their possession, or they may already have caught
infection from the Cauaanites. If so let them
bury them them here as Jacob did centuries before,
Gen. 85: 2-4. Vs, 25,26. Made a Covenant—
renewed the covenant made first at Sinai, Exo. ch.
24, and again in Moab, Deut. ch. 29. Sef them a
statute—the substance of the covenant was proba-
bly proclaimed publicly, and miuutes of the pro-
ceedings carefully engrossed for future reference.
Scenes like this were re.enacted in Scotland, when
all ranks of the people at vari us times signed the
¢“Solemn League and Coverant,” some of them
with blood drawn from their veins. V. 29. It is
not without significance that Joshua is here called
again the screant of the Lord—the same title that
was given to Moses, ch. 1:1. He is one of the
fivest characters in Scripture—a skilful general,
and no less noted for picty and humiliy. e
mede but one mistake that we read of (Num. 11:
28, 29), and ascribed all his successes to God.

Wsrael Lorsaking God,
Avoust 1Y. JUDGEs 11 : 6-16.
trolden Text, Judges 2: 12,

. HE Book of Judges 14 supposed to have boen
compiled by Samuel. {t contsins the his-

tory of the Israelites under fifteen rulems, called
Judges, from abous fifteen or twenty years after the
death of Joshua until Saul was made King—
about the space of 450 years,” Acts 13:20. Be-
sides these, there were always local judges, 1
Chrou. 23 : 4, aad Jehoshaphat created & sort of
supreine court of judges at Jerusalem, which in
later times became the great Sanhedrim, 2 Chron,
19: 6—8. Va. 6. 7. After Joshua’s charge to the
people at Schechem, they returned to their several
possessions, protesting in the most solema manuer
their firm determination to serve and worship only
Jehovah, But alas for the deprawity of human
nature! Jer. 19: 9. The days of the elders.—
‘These elders or Lereditary leaders among the peo-
ple had great influence over them. Supposing
them to reach seveuty years of age, those of them
who had taken part in the first occupation of Ca.
naan weuld pass away about twenty or twenty five
years after the death of Joshua. Just so long were
the Iuraelites mindful of their covenant. V.9,
Timnath-heres—a city in Ephraim assigned to Jos-
hua, where he lived and died, Jos. 19: 49, 50.
Vs. 10, 11. Joshua left no one to succeed him in
the Government. The loeal judges and elders
ruled, or misruled, independently of each other,
and the inevitable consequence was laxity of dis-
cipline ending ir utter disorganization. e ciul-
dren of Isracldid evil—by ftailing into idolatry;
worsipping Baalim—the plural for Baal, indicat.
ing the multitude of forms under whach this chief
heathen diety was worshippad. Vs, 12: 13
Astaroth was the chief female diety of the Canaan.
ites, They forsook the Lord—the very thing they
solemnly promised not to do, Josh. 24:16. The
sin of the Israelites was aggravated by the pnn-
leges and blessings they had enjoyed. ‘They
broke loose from every restraint and became mixzed
up by marriage, in traffic and in worship with
idolaters of the very worst class, Deut. 12: 30, 31.
V. 14. The unholy alliances they had contracted
were made to turn against them. The Capaautes
became the instruments of God’s displeasure. V.
15. As the Lord had sworn, Lev,26: 15.17,
Deut. 28:25. God is just as well as mereiful
He punishes the signer that he may bring hm to
repentance, Ps. 119 : 67. V.16. WNeverthcless— :
Though they had broken their covenant, God ;
would not utterly forsake them. He is gracions |
and merciful, slow to anger, abundant in goodnsss ,
Exo.34: 6.—not willing that any should pensh,
2 Pet. 3: 9. For the protection of their persons:
aud property, a succeesion of rulers was, placed’
over them by God himself. One of them wass
woman, Judges 4: 4. Israel sinned as a nalwd
and they were punished as a nation. They beyus
their apostacy by getting into bad company, and
soon followed the evil practices of their hrathe
neighbors. A man is known by the company 2
keeps, and a boy or girl, too.
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Oideon's drmy,
Avaeusi 24, Jupges vir: 13,
Golden Fext, Judyes 77 23,

A WO huadred years bad elapse U since the
Lo) passage throaga the bed of Jurdan into the
tionis & Lk, Tue terveniug bistory of the
Cialdren of Lrael was melan cuoly 1 thy extreme.
“Tuey dul ev.lan the sightof the Lad.”  Taey
f 1t mto wdolatry antwere 1afected with the other
vices of the licatten, some of whotn seem to have
been lett i the couatry tor the purpase of pumish-
wyg them for their untwitilulne.s, ch, 21 22, 23,
Dartog all this tune they wers subjecied to fre-
quent raids by the ndghbounng tribes. (1) The
st oppression”’ was by the King of Mesopo.
tamis, aud the fiest ¢ Judge™ raised up for their
reliet was, O.hintd a neplw ot Caleb, ca 8: 1-11.
(2) The Moabite eppression, aud Ehud the sccomld
Judge, ch. 3 :12-30. (3) Tnoe Plhulistine servitude,
aml Shamgar the third Judy:, ch. 3: 31, (1)
Ths Canaanite oppression, an:d Deboral the fourth
Judge of whom thero i3 a wounderful account in
chs. 4 anl 5. Lorty yeas later, the Isrielites
wele seven years in servituds to the Midianites
who cam? pouring into the country like lecus's,
4 -vouring wne produce of the Jaud, and carrying
off ever)thing they could lay thew hands on. 3,
tertitied were t e people they b-taok themselves to
the meuntams and hid in caves rrom their s iia-
Lle fues.  Asain, ou their repeatance, a deliverer
was rarsed up for them in the persou of Gideua,
the central figuie of this lesson, wio was diviaely
called from the threshing-lor to be comman der 1
chief, ¢h, 6: 11, Has first exploit was to destroy
an altar of Bual aml to erect one to God in 1t
stead, on this account his name was changd to
Joruntaal, ch. 61 320 An army of 32,000 men
soon ratlied round hime with which he proposed to
tizhe the Midunites. Vs, 2—6,  Iere tollows oue
of the most striking narratives recorded 12 the
Lib.e, telling us how Guideon’s faith was tes ed and
Loy the people were shewn their own weakness
awd wsullicieney and th-ir dependence on the Ai-
uighty,  The processof sifting goes on unt:l only
sumous of that great anny remain.  Of themselvey
this Luwiful of men could do no.hing aganst the
tosts of Midraay but, with God on their side, they
wure 1o seatter them like chatl before the wind, ch.
u. 1. Whatever there way i the test of *¢lap-

o water, these 300, selected by God, were
dwroughly retiable men.  We learn from the trans-
saction that uumbers alone are of small account in
the sight of God : thai when any 1mportaunt work
1o b done, a few conseerated men of wetal are
bett.r than a mulutude of weak-kneed faint-Leart-
«dones. That the Lord cau save by a fuw as well
& by mavy, and that He frequently makes use of
mexns the wost uplikely ia the accomplishment
of hus designs, 1 Cor. 1, 27. Al throagh hfe the
Christian must expect to encounter wany foes, aud
weet with many discouragements, but he is rot on
it account to dispair. ** One with God is always
s majorty.” The history of the Church is full of
vitories like this of Gideon’s. Small things are
sometimes made the test of character.

Y TERIAN RECORD.

Cae fath of Damson,
SEriEMBeL 2. Jepaes xvr: 21.31,
tiolden oxt, Dya’ms 63 . 35,

TTUHE time of this lesson s about 126 years after
j  Gideou's victury.  Tie period of the Judges
was dra tng to aclose.  Noxo to Samue!, Simson
was the last ob these rulers,  H.: was by nv means
wwodddebaracter § at the same time, a very re.
markable wan ; rased up with a special sptitade
tov the wotk ho was to du. Living among o law-
less, protgate people, e was doubtless the r.ght
wan 1u the nigit place,  Ho was the soa of M.
noah who lived 1 Zoral, in the tribe of Dan,
avout thirteen mnles east from Jerusem und close
to Philisua,  He was brought up o Nizarte—a
s totul-abstaiver,” (see Nunbersch. 6) sud was
cidowed by God with uncommon streugth.  The
Phuistives hald oppresssd the Israeliies tor forty
yeats and for the last twenty years Sawson, in a
variety of ways, had held them at bay. s disre-
gard of pareutal advice awd lus toolish warriags
were the beginning of hus troubles, ch. 14, aud
1:d bz into tuworalitic, whech cagnot be extenu-
ated and which 1 the long 1un recoiled upon hime
self with terrible severity  Tempted by Dehlab,
he divulgod theseeret ot Lis strength, v. 17, when
she busciy betrayed hiom ioto the hands of has
cuetntes, V. 2 Fhe Phidistaws —had occupied a
fertilo str’pol’ Palestine, bordering ou the sea as
1 ast as tur back a3 Abrahaw’s time, Gen. 21 : 32,
Jt. They were a powerful and wailike p. ople who
had 14 to frequent fncursions inta the terniory of
the Istachites, 1t 13 waid they deprived them of
al iwpuewents o1 war amd would not even allow
wiem w furge tor sharpening farming tools. ‘this,
accollats for the pramtive weapons used by Shaw-
g, ¢l U 31, and by Sawson, ch. 15: 15
Lut vub hiseyes—a ternble torcure.  Somctimcs
they scouped out theeyes; at other times they
prereed the eyeball, or burat it withahotiron.  In
tuts deplorabie comlitiva they made hun griud
gram witk hand matlstones —the most memasl of
occupations. V. 22, Doubtless hisstrength grew
with the hair of his head, and with returuing
strength came repentance and a firm nsolve to
fultid s destiny.  The opportumty soon offered.
Lt was a com uon practice m heatheu mations, ou
the recurrence of thur festivals, to bring forth
hielr war-prisoners to gratify the morbid tastes of
tize populace.  While ¢ nuking sport of hiw,”
Sawsou was qui-tly maturing his plans.  When
their merriment way at its height, he called upon
the Lord "—sucli au eurnest prayer ! then graspiog
a pulic with cacu hand. with a devotion and seil-
denal never surpassed, he sacrificed hug life to save
Iis country, The story of lus wasted hifo and
tragic death is told for our warning. Yet repen-
tance never comes too late.  Even Samson ia
ranked wath the heroes of the faithful, Hewo. t4:
32, 33. It is wot nuucommon for great gifts to be
counested with greas imperfections, and even these
ure sometimes used by God to accomplish his pur-
poses. The duty of trusting in God, and the evit
of torsaking Him are both illustrated in the life of

Sanusaei.
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Our Own Chmrch,

—

;@N our notes of the General Assembly last
¢&) month, we omitted to mention the names
of ministers from other Churches whose appli-
cations to be received into this Church were
granted. They are as follows :—Mr. George
Law, from the Church of Scotland ; Mr. John
Crombie, formerly connected with the China
Inland Mission ; Mr. W. H. Hunt,and Mr. J.
M. Robinson, from the Presbyterian Church
in the United States ; Mr. James Anderson, a
licentiate of the United Presbyterian Church,
and Mr. H. Norris. Mr. G. A. Francis, of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, to pursue his
studies for four years under the care of the
Presbytery of Huron.

COMMITTEE ON DISTRIBUTION OF PROBA-
TIONERS.—The following are the names of the
new Committee:—Rev. R. J. Laidlaw, Con-
vener, John Laing, D.D., John James, D.D.,
Thomas Scoular and J. H. Ratcliffe, ministers,
and Dr. J. D. McDonald and George Ruther-
ford, elders. REV. ROBERT TORRANCE, who
has so long and efficiently acted as convener
of this committee, desires it to be known that
he has withdrawn from the committee. Those
having business with the Committee should
correspond with Mr. Laidlaw, Hamilton.

PERSONAL.—DR. COCHRANE, Convener
of the Committee on Home Missions (West),
expects to visit during the present month the
stations on Lake Superior, and also the
Churches on the Pacific Railway from Win-
nipeg westward as far as he can “win” by
rail. Our good friend, REV. W. D. ARM-
STRONG, of Ottawa, who has been in the Old
Country for some months, has been very suc-
cessful in his embassage. His appearances
before the Supreme Courts of the Established,
Free, and United Presbyterian Churches of
Scotland, and the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church in Ireland, have been
highly creditable to himself and to Canada.
In each of these he was cordially received,
and in each there was manifested the fullest
sympathy with the Canadian Church in her
great missionary enterprises. The venerable
FATHER CHINIQUY has been lecturing to
large audiences in London, Edinburgh, Glas-
gow, Dundee and other important cities and
towns in Britain. It seems as though the
“old man eloquent ” were really rénewing his
youth. We do not doubt that his visit will
also be productive of good results; and when
other agencies that are being employed to
make known the advantages of Canada are
taken into account, we cannot resist the con-
clusion that, if we are true to ourselves,
there is a bright future in store for the
Dominion.

ORDINATIONS AND INDUCTIONS.

\

HASTINGS : Peterboro.—Mr. D. A. Thomp-
son was inducted on the 19th of July.

ST. Louls DE GONZAQUE.—Rev. J. Turn-
bull’s induction was appointed to take place
on the 26th of July.

KiLsyTH and DERBY: Owen Sound—
Rev. Elias Mullan, formerly of North Augusta,
was inducted on the 6th of June.

WIARTON and HEPWORTH: Owen Sound.—
Rev. E. N. B. Millard was inducted on the
25th of June.

CAMDEN: Kingston.—Mr. S. Smith was
ordained and appointed resident. missionary at
Camden on the 24th of July.

CALLs.—Rev. James Pullar, formerly of
Lyndoch, Ont., to Inverness, Quedec. Rev.
G. C. Patterson, of Summerstown, Glengarry,
to Parkhill, Sarnia, and also to Beaverton,
Lindsay. Rev. Wm. McWilliams, of Streets-
ville, to Prince Albert, N. W.T. Rev. W, T.
Wilkins, formerly of Belgrave, to Trenton,
Kingston. Mr. R. D. Ross, to Wolfville and
Horton, Halifax. Mr. James Anderson, to
to Canard. Mr. J. M. Robinson, to Middle
Musquodoboil; and Mr. Edward Thorpe, to
Noel—all in the Presbytery of Halifax.

DEMISSIONS. — Rev. John McAlmon, of
Burns’ Church, and Moorline, Sarnia. Rev.
Alexander Ross, of Harbour Grace, New-
foundland. Rev. W. S. Whittier, of Chalmer’s
Church, Halifax.

RMleetings of Lreshyteries.

%EETERBORO . July 3.— Arrangements
were made for visiting, by delegation,
the supplemented congregations and mission
stations. All session records not examined
during the year are to be called for at next
meeting. Written reports will be required at
same time from all the Committees on the
Presbyterial Visitation of Congregations. Ar-
rangements were made for holding meetings
with such congregations as may be willing to
aid in the endowment of Knox College. The
following resolutions were unanimously adop-
ted in reference to a minister whose applica-
tion for leave to retire had been declined by
the Assembly. The Presbytery have heard
with regret and surprise the Assembly’s refusal
to grant Rev. Wm. White leave to retire from
the active duties of the ministry : (1) Because
Mr. White’s case is one of real necessity, an

fully certified to the Assembly to that effect.
(2) Because it deprives Mr. White, for a year,
at least, of the benefit of the funds to which
he is justly entitled, both by long and faithful
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service in the Church, and by his present in-
fim and painful condition.  (3) Because such
cases only tend to discourage young men, and
to keep them from giving themselves to the
work of the ministry, and from joining the
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, when they
do become ministers.—W». BENNETT, (/4.

KINGSTON, July 2 and 3.—The Presbytery
took notice, by means of a strong resolution,
of the glanny violation of the Sabbath law by
the Grand Trunk and Post Office authorities
in running maii trains on that day. An effort
15 to he made to secure a retiring allowance
for Dr. Neill.  After an address from Dr.
Greeg, the endowment of Knox College was
commended to the liberality of the people.
A call to Rev. W. T. Wikkins, from Trenton,
was sustained. Messrs, W. S, Smith, L. W.
Thom, and John Robertson were licensed.
Mr. Smith is to be ordained and scttled as
ordained missionary in Camden. The congre-
gation of West Huntingdon was united with
that of Stirling, under Mr. Gray. Provision
was made for moderation in calls in the two
Kingston vacancies. A conference on the
-tate of religion is fixed for next meeting. Dr.
Smith’s  services as convener of the Home
Mission Committee were recognised both by
word and deed.—T. S. CHAMBERS, (/4.

TORONTO, July z.—Authority was given to
Rev. A. McFaul to moderate in a call from
Orangeville, and to Rev. Dr. Gregg to do the
like for Charles Street Church, Toronto. Rev.
W. McWilliam, of Streetsville, having accepted
from the Home Mission Committee an ap-
puintment to Prince Albert, N. W. T., subject
o the action of the Presbytery, Rev. E. D.
McLaren was appointed to preach to the con-
gregation of Streetsville on the 22nd, and to
rite them to appear for their interests at the
neat meeting.  Considerable time was spent
on a report submitted by Rev. R. P. Mackay,
convener of a commtttee anent Preshyteriid
vsitation. The report was eventually remitted
o the committee, with the view of dividing the
[resbytery into four sections, for the purpose
of visitation, with instructions to arrange all
deails as to the mode of procedure, and report
to next meeting. A long resolution, moved by
Rev. A, Wilson, and scconded by Dr. Caven,
vas unanimously adopted, expressing  the
Preshytery’s sensc of the great value of the
weckly Sabbath, their grave concern at glaring
profanations of the same, their regret and in-
diznation anent Sunday excursions by steam-
ers or railroads, their regret at the recent
announcement of an additional train to be run
between Toronto and Montreal on the holy
day, and their earnest desire that Church
aembers and others under their care may
sand aloof from such impropricty, and keep
“the day which the Lord hath made.” Copies

of the resolution just outlined were ordered to
be sent to the Postmaster-General, the authon-
ties of the Grand Trunk Railroad, and the
owners of the stcamboat * City of Torontn.”
Messrs. R B, Smith, B.A,, J. S, Henderson,
and G. B. Greig underwent their public trials
for license, and weie duly licensed to preach
the gospel.—R. MONTEATH, Pres. (L.

SARNIA, June 20.—A call from Parkhill and
McGillivray to Rev. G. C. Patterson, of Sum-
merstown, was sustained. Standing Com-
mittees for the year were appointed, and depu-
tations to visit supplemented congregations.
Mr. Bzllantyne, student missionary at Oil
Springs, &c,, gave a very satisfactory state-
ment of the condition of the ficld there, and
the Presbytery heartily commend Mr. B. to
the liberality ot its congregations, with the
view of obtaining their assistance in crecting
a suitable place of worship. —G. CUTHBERT-
SON, Cl4,

QUEBEC : June 6.—A petition from the con-
gregation of Three Rivers to be united to the
Presbytery of Montreal, was laid over until
the autumn. A cal from Inverness, in favour
of Rev. James Pullar, formerly of Lyndoch,
was received for transmission. July 10.—Dr.
Cook’s resignation of St. Andrew’s Church,
Quebec, was accepted. The call to Mr.
Pullar was laid aside, because of irregularitics.
A petition from Rev. J. Y. Third, Commis-
sioned from the United Presbyterian Church
of Scotland, to be received as a prcbationer,
was granted. Very interesting reports of
mission work, French and English, were read,
also of contributions to Morrin College and to
the Presbyterial Sustentation Fund.~-F. M.
DEWEY, (k.

MONTREAL : J#ly 70.—The usual quarterly
meeting was held in the David Morrice Kall,
with an attendance of 25 ministers and six
clders.  KRev. Thomas Cumming, St. Jeseph
Strect, Montreal, was chosen moderator for
the next six months,  After routine business,
the Presbytery licensed Mr. Wm. T. Herridge,
B.D., to preach the Gospel, and transferred
him to the Ottawa Presbytery. A very satis-
factory and encouraging report was given by
the comimittee on City Mission Work.  Mr.
Campbell, convener of said committee, also
reported certain recommendaticas of the com-
mittee as to caring for the spiritual wants of
strangers coming fo Montreal from other
parts of the Dominion, or frcm the old lands;
also of non-church-going protestants alread:
residing in the city. Said recommendations
were adopted. The Committece on Augmen-
tation of Salary reported progress of a highly
satisfactory nature. Arrangements were made
for the settlement of Rev. A. Cauboue, at St.
Hyacinthe, and of Rev. [. Turnbull, at St.
Louis de Gonzaque ; also for organising a
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session at Avoca, and printing statistics for
circulation in the congregations within the
bounds. After appointing committees on
Sabbath-schools, Temperance, the State of
Religion, Home Missions, &c., the Presbytery
adjourned.— JAMERS PATTERSON, (/4.

GLENGARRY : July ro.—Rev. G. C. Patter-
son, of Summerstown, had two calls presented
to him—one from N-avertol, in the Presby-
tery of Lindsay; the other from Parkhill,
Sarnia. Having intimated his acceptance of
the former, the Presbytery agreed to his
translation to Beaverton. [t was resolved that
an abstract of the Report on Statistics for
1882, be circulated among the members of the
con, tions of the bounds, with a view to
increasing their interest in the various schemes
of the Church. It was further agreed to
adopt a rating per family for Presbyterial and
Synodical purposes, including the travelling
expenses of commissioners to the General
Assembly. A minute was adopted in reference
to the death of Rev. Robert Binnie, late pas-
tor of Knox Church, Cornwall.—H. LAMONT,

OTTAWA : July 3 :—Interim reports were
received and considered on Home Missions
and French Evangelization. A committee on
Protestant Education in the Province cf Que-
bec was appointed as follows,—Rev. G. D.
Bayne, convener, Messrs. Jamieson, Shearer,
Findlay and Caven, minsters, and Robert
McAffee of Aylmer, and fumes Dunkin of
Mosham—elders. A Comunittee on the aug-
mentation of stipends was also appointed, to
report at an early day. A Presbyterial visita-
tion of the Carp cungregation was held with
satisfactory results.—J. WHITE, Clé.

PicTOoL , 734 3 :—Presbytery metat New
Glasgow. Rev. W. Stuart was elected Mode-
rator for the ensuing year, Rev. P Goodfellow
on account of illness asked three months’
leave of absence which was granted. Rcv. J.
Carruthers intimated his non-acceptance of a
call from Sharon Church, Stellarton,—Mode-
ration in a call was granted to Mcrigomish
congregation.—E. A. MCCuRrDY, C/.

HALIFAX, July 10.—Thc Presbytery met
in St. Matthew’s Church. Professor Currie
was elected Moderator for the current year.
Calls were sustained from Wolfville and Hor-
ton to Mr. R. D. Ross; f.om Canard to Mr.
James Anderson; from Middlc Musquodo-
boit to Mr. J. M. Robinson; and fromn Nocl to
Mr. Edward Thorpe. Mr. Ross, being pre-
sent, accepted the call from Wolfvillc and
Horton, and arrangements were made for his
ordination and induction on Aug. 2nd. Rev.
W, S. Whittier placed his demission of Chal-
mer's Church on the table. A lctter from
Hon. E. R. Oakes, Digby, was read ofering
the free use of the Rcformed Episcopal

Church for Presbyterizn services during the
summer. Mr. A. W. Mahon was licenced to
preach the Gospel.—A. SIMPSON, C/4.

—_— —— A

Obituary.

MR. WILLIAM McDGVALD, an active elder
of the Presbyterian Church in Hull, Que,
died a short time ago at the Desert. He was
one of the first called to the eldership in the
church of which he was a member, and of
which be was ever a staunch fricnd and sup-
porter.

MR. DUNCAN MACVICAR, an elder in the
First Presbyterian Church, Chatham, Ont.,
died there on the 28th of May, in the 68th
year of his age. The deceased was *he eldest
brother of Rev. Principal D. H. MacVicar.
D.D., of the Presbyterian College, Montreal.
He was a native of Cantyre, Scotland, and
with his parents came to Canada in 1835. He
was a man of superior ability, of sterling inte-
grity, and of remarkable physique. His last
illness, extending over several months, was
borne with the utmost gentleness and patience.

MR. JAMES THOMSON, senior elder in St.
Andrew’s Church, Halifax, died in that city
on the 13th of May, after a brief illness. He
was afaithful and cheerful supporter of St.
Andrew’s Church, with which he connected
himself immediately upon his arrival in Hali.
fax, in 1816. For many years he led its scr-
vice of praise, and in other ways sought to
promote its best interests. He was “a good
man,” and his end was peace.

MR. A. S. CADENHEAD, an elder in St
Andrew’s Church, Fergus, an eamest and
faithful teacher in the Sunday-School, and in
every sense of the word a good Churchmar,
died at Fergus, on the 22nd of May, in the
6oth year of his age.

MRs. LAMBIE, widow of the late Rev. ja-.
Lambie, of Pickering, died at Whitby, on the
2nd of March.

@ttltﬁiﬁﬁﬁvtal Aews.

COLENSO is dead. He was Anglicas
Bishop of Natal, South Africa, for thirty-scyven
years, and in that capacity attained uncnviable
notoricty. He was the author of some val.:
able works on mathematics. He was alwoar
astute politician. That on which his notorict:
chicfly rests, is now an old story. It was the
publication of a book calling in question i
Mosaic authorship of the Pentatcuch. and
even throwing doubts on somc of the fut
therein stated. The work was condemuned by
the ccclesiastical courts, and its author wa
dcclared to be deposed from his bishopric

On technical grounds, however, this depositiva
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was declared by the Privy Council to be null
and void. The result was that Colenso held
on to his see, and the Anglican community in
South Africa became devided into two hostile
camps—a sorry spectacle in the sight of
heathenism. Rev. Arthur W. Poole has been
appointed by the Archbishop of Canterbury to
be Missicnary Bishop of the English Church
ir Japan.

The death is announced of Rev. Alexander
Fraser, of Kirkhill, one of the oldest and most
estcemed Free Church ministers in the High-
lends. He was licensed in 1827, and in 1837
suc-ceded his father and grandfather as parish
miunister of Kirkhill. He left the establish-
ment at the Disruption, but still remained in
his native parish At the outbreak of the
Crimean War, be was one of the clergymen
attached to the Highland Brigade. The Rev.
0. A. Laird, retired from the pastorate of
Free St. John’s, Dundee, has celebrated his
jubilec in the ministry.

Dr. Begg is like the Highland piper who
could not be indueed to play “a retreat.” The
recent decision of General Assembly has not
changed his mind upon the subject of instru-
mental music and “uninspired hymns.” He in-
tends to continue the crusade against thesc
innovations. He says “the question must
be scttled, not on the principle of what was
precluded, which was the Popish principle,
but on the principle of what was prescribed,
and in no part of the New Testament was the
employment of instrumental music ordained.”
Dr. Begg further said that in the event of this
sweeping change being made one question
that would have to be answered was this—To
whom will the property of the Free Church
belong ?

Dk. McCosH still retaws his position as
President of Princeton College. The Board
of Management having unanimously declined
to accept his resignation, and with equal unan-
ity adopted an arrangement acceptable to
all which renders | unnecessary. Rev. Dr.
William M. Paxton, of First Presbyterian
Church, New York, has accepted a call to the
Chair of Ecclesiastical, Homeleti -al and Pas-
toral Theology in Princcton.  Dr. Paxton has
been for seventeen years pastor of the cangre-
vation which he row leaves, and in going to
Princeton succeeds Rev. Dr. Miller who was
his immediate predecessor in First Church,
New York.

BisLE REVISION.—It is expected that the
revised version of the Old Testament will he
published carly next year.  As the work ap-
preaches  completion, speculation becomes
rifc as to what 1s likely to be its fate.  Will
the work as a whole be accepted and adopted ;
or will it be recommitted for amendment in
the light of contemporary criticism; or, shall
it be rejected 2 Of course it must stand or fill

with the Revised New Testament. But who
is to decide so momentous a question? The
convocation of Canterbury which originated
the whole movewment will naturally be looked
to, in the first place, for an official judgment of
the work. Their verdict would probably scttle
the matter of acceptance or otherwise so far
as the Church of England is concerned. and
would influence the Episcopal Churches in the
Colonies and in the United States.  But what
about the other Churches? Some of them
will be slow to move, like the man out West
who is reported to have said that * if the Au-
thorized Version was good enough for St. Paul
he thought it ought to satisfy the theologians
of the nincteenth century!” Should the
House of Bishops recommend the adoption of
the New Version, it would require an Act of
Parliament to sanction the change, so far as
Great Britain is concerned. Whether the
Americans will accept all the changes decided
upon by the English Company, or will insist
upon retaining what their own revisors agree
to, remains to be seen.  In any case, the rc-
visors have not laboured in vain. The r¢je.
tion of the Revision is not to be thought of.
If it does not replace the Authorized Version,
it will still have an honourable place assigned
to it in Sacred Literature as one of the most
valuable critical commentaries on the Scrip-
tures ever published,

A TRUsTY ex-Canadian sends us the follow-
ing dated at Edinburgh. 3rd July :--The \s-
semblies are over and gone for the year, and
yet have left behind thein, notwithstanding the
protest of some gallant veterans, some very
happy memorics. Cases of discipline, there
may besaidto have been none. How ditferent
from cven a few years ago—but the temple
courts appear to be getting purged and puriticd
and a very much higher sentiment to periade
alike the pulpit and the pew. Even between
the differcnt churches, the sounds of war have,
for the time being, ceased. That the war i;
over and gone, not cven the most sanguine
could dr-am. The deciared policy of the
Churches shuts out the possibility of <o vain
an anticipation. Mcn have been buckling on
their harness, and are standing armed cap-d-
Pred, or rather are resting on their army, or
sleeping around their camp-fires.  But that is
all.  During the tenure of office by the present
government there may be but little prosp ~tof
pressing the burning question to anultimaei .-
suc : but in the very next clectoral campaiyn, it
will be a strange maivel if the airisnot flled to
trembling with cries for the discstablishiment
of the good Auld Kirk, and with many an
answer back.  To many of us, there is & ques-
tion jrreater, more important, more vital, and
therefore much more demanding solution than
disestablishment.  That is the rallying of all
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the Preshyterian forces, and their ultimate
consolidation. It s true, doubtless, that nei-
ther Estab' kment or Disestablishiment can
by itself eftect this, and that the cry for dises-
tublishment o being used as a means to this
end. Fhat is vam.  And whilst there «an
exist no expectation even to see those who
havelett the Churchonconsdientious grouads—
and with muany asacrifice, retarn to her bosom,
yet T know that tathlessly to pull down a
venerable mstitution so endeared to the affec-
tons of many as the Church of Scotland is,
will provoke heart-burning which the lapse of
many years will scarcely soothe. The remedy
must be soupht otherwise than this. How
happily the muatter was arranged in Canada;
and with what splendid results!  How happily
itmay be scttled here. How happily and
speedily it will be, let us not doubt, when
public sentiment bas grown to that state at
which the spirit of a generous self-sacrifice
will render possible this most desirable of all
objects in Scotland.—D.

———

IRELAND.—MEETING OF GENERAL AS-
SEMBLY.—The General Assembly of the P’re«-
byterian Church in Ireland began its sittings
as usual on the evening of the first Monday of
June, and closed on the evening of the Wed-
nesday of the next weck. The Moderator of
Jast year preached the opening sermon.  Dr.
T. Y. Killen discharged the duties of his office
with very great credit to himself and to the
satisfaction of all. Rev. H. B. Wilon of
Cookstown mn the County of Tyrone was
chosen to succeed Dr. Killen.  For a number
of years Mr. Wilson has been prominently
before the public, and in spite of the fact that
he is known to be strongly in favour of liberty
to use instruments in public worship, he was
almost unanimously raised to the chair.  His
tact during the sittings when occasionally 1t
was somewhat dificult to hold the reins im-
partially shewed that he was master of the
position. Thss late Assembly will be long re-
membered as the cose of the fifteen yeary
conflict anent organs.  The controversy was
maintained throughout, both on the tloor of
the Assembly and in the press, with very great
ability and on the whole with avery fair shae
of good humour; now it seems to be taken
for granted that the battle is ended.  Yet no
decision has been given on the merits of the
question.  The advocates of Purity as they
are called, brought forward a motion that
looked towards the exercise of discipline on
those that ~uil} persisted in the face of prohi-
bitory resolutions in using the organ. The
mover was the Rev. Dr. Francis Pettigrew,
the acknowledyed lcader of the party, a man
of ability, scholarship, and of moral weight
second to nonc mr the house. The motion
was supported by a number of speakers wo--
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thy of the leader. The amendment was
moved by the Rev. C. L. Morell of Dungan-
non, an old ex-Moderator. The substance of
it was that the Assembly declined to visit
with discipline the few who still used an organ.
The seconder of the amendment was the Rev.
R. J. Lynd the present accupant of the pulpit
so long tilled by Dr. Henry Cooke. Mr
Lynd'’s speech was the most brillang in an ex-
ceedingly able discussion. The veteran Mi.
Macnaughton, long ago of Paisley, gave the
weight of his influence and of his silvery elo-
quence in favour of the amendment, and it
was carricd by a majority ot cleven in a very
full house. The various depaciments of Mis-
sions, received duce attention and the reports
were of an exceedingly encouraging nature.
After the Colonial Report was presented the
Rev. W. D. Armstrong of Ottawa addressed
the Assembly and made a good pvpression.
The Daily Ay says that his speech was
a graceful one, which we can readily believe.
A lively discussion followed the introduction
of an overture by Rev. Hugh Hanna, Bel-
fast, the purport of which was a proposal to
establish friendly relations with  the Esta-
blished Church ot Scotland. How singular
that such a proposal should have to be made
at all at this time of day! How passing
strange that it should have met with strons
opposition ! The only explanation that can
be offered is, «hat forty yvears agothe Irish A
sembly cast s ot unanimously and with
great enthusiasm, with the Free Chuich, and
with Churches as with individuals it takes .
generation to get over a thing of that kind
It 1s sausfactory, however, to record that the
motion was presented in another form by the
Rev. Hamilton McGee of Dublin, embracin:
m  kindly terms the United Presbytenan
Church of Scoetland along with the auld Kk,
and in that form it was immediately and cor-
dially adopted.— .

FRANCE.— A great movement is now goiny
on m France, which converns the relations
between the State and the Churches. Al
Churches hoth Catholic and  Protestant, with
the exception of the Frec Churc, have 2l
along received aid from the State. The poli-
¢y of the Republican party s gradually o
withdraw altogether the State aid. The o
testant Churches see this and are preparing o
mecet it.  They feel as did our own Scotesh
Presbyterian Churches, that the exercise o
patromage is incompatible with the highest m-
terests of the Christian Church, as well a-
derogatary to the excrcise of its hiberty. In
the case of the Reformcd Churck of France
it seems nothing less than Providenual tha
its syradal re-construction should have tiken
plase so recently; as if in preparation o7
this unforseen event. This Church had ot
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met in Synod since the middle of last century,
until some tree years ago. It had virtually
been congregational, each church existing by
and foritself. It must be said, however, that
they had aftirmed their spiritual oneness, and
had united in Berevnlent and missionary work.
liut now, the Government of their Church by
Svinods will bind them  closer together, and
enable them to act for the common welfare
Abhcady a central fund has been created, whose
purpose is, (1) To make up the gradually de-
creasing aid received from the State, (2) To
help Churches without pastors, and weak
Churches deprived of or not sufficiently pro-
vided with Gospel ordinances.  This apparent
disadvaantage, of the withdrawal of State aid,
15 blessing an disguise for the Aoformed
Claercfe of France. (1 It will take out of the
way a barrier to their union with the Free
Chaorch. (2) Tt will quicken their spiritual
bte, and unify their evangelical work, and, to-
wether with the evangelical movements now
woing on, they will be able to make greater
headway against Romish superstition and ig-
noance.  The eapulsion of the Jesuits some
three years since, and now the prospective
withdrawal of State aid, which in her case,
wan very considerable-—some  efght midllion
doll vy annually —are two very serious blows
against the dominance of ultramontanism,
and the power of the Romish Church.  But
thi: will constitute the great opportunity of
the Reformed Chiercle and her co-Protestant
Churches.  What a scason ts thus offered to
cvingelise that great nation ! What aharvest,
and what open doors ! M. Reveillaud, one of
the chiet leaders of the evangelical movement,
= quite prepared to accept the situation. He
believes that the separation of Church and
State will simply be “opening the gate of
hberty,” and that the emancipated Churches
*+hall be amazed and joyful to breathe to the
fuli this life-giving air of hberty, after having
<o long suffocated in the fetid atmosphere of
the oftices of the Addministration of Public
Worsiup. —C. H.

Tue Marcu OF CHRISTIANIIV.—In the
first 1,500 years of the history of Christianity
it gained 100,000,000 of adherents; in the
nest 300 years, 100,000,000 more ; but in the
st one hundred years it has gained 210,000,-
woo more.  Please make these facts vivid.
liere is a statf.  Let it represent the course of
Christian history.  Let my hand represent
00 years. I measurce off 500, 1,000, 1,000,
1300 years. In that length of time how
tany  adherents  did  Christianity  gain?
120,000,000. 1 add three finger-breadths
wore. In that length of time how many
~iherents did Christianmity gain?  100,000-
ooo. In the three hundred years succeced-
ing the Reformation, Christianity gained as
auny adherents as in the 1.500 years preced-
e but I now add a single finger’s breadth

to represent one ceniury.  tlow many adher-
ents has Christianity gained in that length of
time? 210,000,000 more. Such has been the
marvellous growth of the Christian nations in
our century, that in the last 83 years Chnistian-
ity has gained more adherents than in the pre-
vious eighteen centuries.  These are facts of
colossal significance, and they cannot be dwelt
on too graphically or toooften. By adherents
of Christianity I mean nominal Christians,—
that is, all who are not Pagaws, Mohamme-
dans, or Jews. At the present rate of progress,
it is supposed there will be 1,200,000,000 of
nominal Christians in the world in the year
2000.—/oscpl Cuok,

——— .

Augmentation of Stipends.

(_g N order to give a connected and intelligi-
) ble view of the matter, we present our
readers with an official copy of the decision of
the General Assembly on the Augmentation of
Salaries, together with the adopted details of
the Scheme.  The deliverance is as follows :—

“ The General Assembly is deeply impressed
with the duty of putting forth the most stron-
uous efforts for the better support of the Mi-
nistry, so that, if possible, a minimum stipend
of not less than seven hundred and fifty dollars
($750) with a manse, shall be secured.

“The Assembly deems it inexpedient to pro-
nounce in favour of the principle of a Supple-
mentary rather than a Sustentation Scheme,
yet considering that our past working has been
in the line of Supplements, the General As-
sembly instructs the Home Mission Commit-
tee for the Western Section of the Church,
and the Committce on Supplements in the
Eastern Scction, to use their best endeavours
to put into operation the Scheme of Augmen-
tation presented to the Assembly last year,—
cvcept that the extent of Supplements of
ministers in the North-West shall be regulated
by the action of the General Assembly on the
Home Mission Report ; and, with the further
cxception that the second regulation clause
(d) beexpunged, and that the Fifth Regulation
read as follows,—*“That the general principle
of the distribution of this Surplus fund shall
be an equal dividend to the ministers of the
supplemented congregations on the list, to the
extent of seven hundred and fifty dollars,
($750) and a manse, but that beyond this
amount the Committees be empowered to re-
cognize cxceptional liberality on the part of
any of the Suppicmented congregations.”

“The Assembly thus hopes to be able next
year 1o bring a valuable increase of experience
to hear upon this great interest of the Church,
with the view of improving said Scheme of
Augrmentation, or of preparing the way for the
harmonious introduction of another Scheme
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towards which our experience shall be found
to point.

‘ Further, the Eastern and Western Com-
mittees are instructed to take measures to
bring the whole subject of the better support
of the ministry before the several Presbyteries
and congregations of the Church, in order to
awaken such an interest in the ma‘ter as shall
result in a large increase of the funds available
for carrying out the object of the Scheme;
and that in the administration of the Scheme,
respect shall be had to any obligations as to
ministerial support incurred by Presbyteries
for the current year.”

The following is the Scheme as adopted by
the General Assembly :—

1. The list of Supplemented Congregations
shall embrace only such charges as have Pas-
tors duly called by the people, and inducted
by the Presbytery, and as in the judgment of
the Presbytery, are entitled to assistance in
the support of the Ministry.

2. Congregations to be placed on the list
shall contribute towards the salary of their
Minister at least $400 and a manse or rented
house, or make an allowance of $50 towards
house rent; they shall also contribute at the
rate of not less than $4.50 per member in full
communion for ministerial support, and con-
tributcinaddition tothe Schemes of the Church.

(a) In the case of congregations in which
the families reported as connected with the
congregation are more numerous than the
members in full communion, the contribution
shall be at the rate of not less than $4.50 per
Jamily.

(6) In calculating the rate of contribution
per communicant, the congregation providing
a1 manse or rented house shall be credited with
$50 in addition to the amount of salary paid.

‘c) Congregations having at present settled
pastors, and so situated as to forbid the appli-
cation of the rule requiring a minimum contri-
bution of $300 and manse, and a minimum
ratc of 4.50 per communicant, shall be admit-
ted to a place on the list, on a lower scale of
payinent, to be afterwards determined ; the
Committee acting in conjunction with Presby-
terics to prepare a list of such congregations
and to submit it to the General Assembly for
approval. .

3. That all congregations on the list be
supplemented so as to make the salary in the
first place $600 and a manse or rented house,
or allowance for the same, and that the supple-
ment be paid in semi-annual payments in the
beginning of April and October of each year.

4. That the income which remains at the
disposal of the Committee when the Treasu-
rer’s books are made up for the ycar, shall,
after leaving a certain sum as a working
balance, be constituted the Surplus Fund ; 1t
being the aim of the Committee to sccure
such an income for the Fund as shall make a

Jull share in this Surplus not less than $150°

5. That the general principle of the distri-
bution of this surplus fund shall be an equal
dividend to the Ministers of the Supplemented
Congregations on the list, to the extent of
$750 per annum and a manse ; butthat beyond
this amount, the Committee be empowered to
recognize exceptional liberality on the part of
any of the Supplemented Congregations.

6. No congregation shall receive from the
Fund more than $300, and for she present no
salary shall by panicipation in the Surplus
Fund be made fargcr than $750 and manse,
except in towns and cities, where it may be
impossible to effect an advantageous settle-
ment on the ordinary terms. Any balance
arising from this provision to be carried for-
ward to the Fund for the following year.

7. That the amount of aid to be givea to
congregations on the list when wacanf, be
afterwards determined, in the event of this
scheme being adopted. Such aid to be limit-
ed to congregations contributing less than
$600 for salary when having settled pastors.

8. That the Fund be composed of contribu-
tions made by congregations and individual
members expressly for supplementing pur-
poses, and in the meantime of also a definite
proportion of the Home Mission contributions
of congregations which prefer continuing to
give for both purposes (mission work in new
or destitute districts and supplement of pas-
tors’ salaries) in one sum; the proportion to
be determined in view of the cstimates sub-
mitted to and approved by the General As-
sembly for the two departments of work.

NO1E.— In the event of the Church signify -
ing its approval of this scheme, the Committe
rccommends the General Assembly to tak:
steps to collect, from some of the more abl
and liberal members of the Church, such ar
amount as will enable the scheme for increasca
ministerial support to be begun with a goad
working balance.

»glm‘fm;udlnnd.

Thi MANSE, ST. JOHNS, June 25th, 185,

The sun shines over Newfoundland at pre-
sent.  She has began to help herself in these
latter days, and the truth of the old adagce 1-
scen in the help she is recciving from above
Your space does not allow me to enlarge upos.
our bright financial prospects as a_countrs
Multitudinous correspondents in the daily press
have expatiated ad zauscam upon the splen-
did natural resources of Newfoundland, and
the splendid work our new Railway is to ac-
complish in their development. The work «i
Railway building among us is, like the coursc
of truc love, and therefore, “does not run
smoothly.” The work “has stopped short:’
distance accomplished forty miles, over which
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we have daily trains; and I am sorry to say
our Yankee Railway Co. think the returns for
six days insvfficient, and made the attempt
yesterday to enlarge their balance sheet by an
attempt to swindle the Lord and his people
out of part of His day. The united protest of
the Protestant clergy, caused the thing to
cease last summer—nor shall we fail to do our
utmost again. What a villainous devil is the
devil of greed!

We are building a splendid Dry Dock at
the head of the harbour. The work progresses
rapidly. When completed it will be a boon
to many a disabled vessel. It will cost over
half a million. A large and first-class hotel
is about to be erected, and many other marks
of civilization are evidence that though late in
starting, we do not mean to be behind in the
world-race. Merchants and fishermen are in
the best of spirits just now—not only had we
a capital seal-fishery in the spring, but the
last month has witnessed an almost unexam-
pled catch of cod-fish. A leading merchant told
me today that already more fish have been
taken than during the whole of last summer.
This means comfort among our toilers of the
sea, and riches among our mercantile classes.

But 1 must not forget the Record is not a
ncwspaper. I hasten to things ecclesiastical.
I have grand news to tell about my congrega-
tion. Last Monday morning, we were groan-
g under a debt of nearly $14,000. To-day
we are leaping for joy, for the debt has vanish-
cd like a mist before the rising sun. The In-
dies did it. I lift my cap and say “Three
cheers for the ladies of St. Andrew’s Church.”
A year ago they resolved to hold a Fair of
fan~y work and flowers. They organized, and
et to work. For twelve months there were
busy heads, and busy hands and when last
Tucsday Lady Maxse came down to open our
Fair, it was like ¢pening a grand Exhibition.
We abjured Lotteries ; we tabooed raffles, we
1 sorously excluded everything like extortion.
it was a fair sale on sound commercial princi-
pies, with nothing to bring the blush to the
biuest Presbyterian—and after five days we
tound ourselves in receipt of just about $8,000
cash. Next day, while the iron was hot, and
the enthusiasm high, a subscription paper was
anened, and in a few hours the balance of the
dcbt was subscribed by a dozen or two of the
scaithiest men—and so the thing was done,
and we feel like a bird out of a cage. How
~acet ks to be out of debt! If you doubt
my word, ye church-going people of Toronto
and St. John and elsewhere, just trv it your-
selves.  Now we must enlarge our church and
build a Presbyterian Academy. But if we
have to go into debt again, commend me to
the zcal and the noble spirit of the ladics who
have just wrought so handsomely.

. ‘An ecclesiastical revolution has happened
in Harbour Grace. After the long pastorate of

twenty-eight years, Rev. Mr. Ross recently re-
signed his charge. With many regrets and
kindly deeds the tie was severed. Presbytery
could not but dissolve the tie, as both minister
and people desired it. Our good brother Ross
has, like many a younger man, gonc west, and
we wish him great success wherever Providence
may call him to labour. He has amid great
difficulty-upheld the old banner in Harbour
Grace for over a quarter of a century, and his
kindly words and faithful friendship will long
be remembered by the loyal little band who
worship in the Kirk of that town. They are
few, but earnest, poor in numbers, but “rich
in faith and good works.” The Rev. R. Logan
is just now supplying them, and we hope that,
as they deserve, they will soon obtain a minis-
ter after God’s heart, and after their own
hecart too. Recent letters from the Rev. J. R.
Fitzpatrick who is labouring at Little Bay and
Bett’s Cove, bring little that is new from that
distant Mission field. He finds few genuine
Presbyterians to support him, but the great
mass of his hearers are Episcopal and Me-
thodist. Ours is the only Church at Little
Bay, and we have the support of the Mining
Company, and although the cost to the Home
Mission Board will be $300 for the present
year, there is no reason for abandoning the
field. Things may take a turn before long,
that will make that field a most important cen-
tre of work. We must hold the fort belicving
that there is a good time coming. Our friend
Fitzpatrick is the worthy successor of Cruick-
shank, Gunn and Whittier, his predecessors
in the field. He is not suffering his candle to
be hidden under a bushel. As to our fourth
station in Newfoundland, I am entirely in the
dark. Mr. Coffin, Cathechist, was appointed
to supply Bay of Islands forthe summer. But
the distance and difficulty of communication
have prevented us from learning anything
hitherto of his doings.

We are not represented at the Assembly
this year. Our absence must be seriously felt
by that venerable body. Still we trust that
far away in distant London, we are not wholly
forgotten, and that at least onc throb may b
felt by us of that great ecclesiastical pulsc
that beats so healthfully in the General Assem-
bly. We would like to be there. It is good to
look on the face of brethren, good to hear their
pleasant voices, good to help devise mcasures
for the weal of our Zion. But it is onc of
these pleasures which the lonely Presbyterian
parsons of this isolated colony are compelled
to deny themselves. London is too far away.
It costs too much to travel. It is too difficult
to get supply for our pulpits. So we must
satisfy oursclves this year with your honest re-
ports, and live in hopes of being next year al-
lowed the privilege of enjcying ecclesiastical
intercourse, and helping ecclesiastical legisla-
tion.—Yours out of debt, L. G. MCNEIL.
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Srench Evangelization,

——

Report by M. P. S. Vernier; L’ANGE GAR-
DIEN, Presbytery of Ottawa :

It is with profound gratitude towards the
Master that I report on this impaortant part of
my work. I minister to twenty-one families
in L’Ange Gardien. Everysabbath morning
forty to fifty persons gather in our neat little
Church and a more attentive congregation is
not easily found. Two or three facts concemn-
ing the congregation. Elders take a greatin-
terest in visiting the poor and the sick ; the
prayer meetings are well attended, and here
the elders have made wonderful progressin
the way of short addresses and earnest
prayers.

A new impulse has been given to family
worship. Two years ago very few of our peo-
ple would read the Bible in the morning and
evening ; now, very few are without family de-
votion. Our school, (d+y school) is ably con-
ducted. We give a good salary to an excel-
lent teacher, and the parents have come to the
duty of sending their children ten months in
the year to school. A fact to be noted is that
for the last two years the School Treasurer
received compliments from the Government
inspection ; for the books show that not one
cent is due for school-taxes or fees. A new
school-house, sister in appearance to the new
church, was put up during the year. The sab-
bath-school 1s going on well, the children on
Christmas-day have had a tree loaded with
books, &c., some thirty Roman Catholics
being present at a very interesting meeting in
the Church, where the children proved their
knowledge of Scripture by their correct an-
swers.

On three different occasions the Rev. Pres-
bytery of Ottawa sent a deputation to visit
our congregation and each time we have had
a full house, good addresses and good collec-
tions. One grand fact is that every member
is doing all in his power to bring in Roman
Catholics to the meetings and with great suc-
cess. These persons that come once to meet-
ings I always visit, and they all have the New
Testament. The time is not far when L’Ange
Gardien French Presbyterian Church will
count many new members. The past year
was one of great success.

PERKIN's : this place situated eighteen
miles from L’Ange Gardien on the Blanche
River continues to be of great interest. Not
only do the old members seem to take more
interest in the work; as shown by their in-
creased contributions and most regular atten-
dance at mecetings ; but twelve persons have
joined us during thc year. Never less than

twenty-five persons attend service and now
that the mines are open, we have thirty to
forty hearers. In speaking of hearers 1 do
not mention Roman Catholics and of them I
rejoice to say that sometimes twenty and even
thirty have attended our meetings here.

Two facts concerning Perkins, (1). Protes-
tants are very zealous in distributing tracts to
300 Roman Catholic men working at the
mines there. A French Protestant foreman
bought thirty New Testaments and 300 tracts.
These he gave to his men, and two of his
forty men are now good Protestants. (2).
The Roman Catholics like to see me in their
houses. A man came after me eight miles
and said : “Now sir, if you could come to my
house to-night and read the Bible, I am sure
my wife would not interfere with my going to
your church next month.” [ went, spent a
whole day with them : last month all the fam-
ily, father, mother and five children were at
meeting. Perkins is a place where much
with God's help, can be done. Last month a
revival took place there, and the building for
a weck every night was crowded. Let us
hope for more blessing.

RIPON.—Some twenty miles from the Ot-
tawa River, twenty-five miles from Namur, is
Ripon, a poor place in the mountains ; soil is
extremely poor and the habitants can hardly
make out theirliving.  Still our converts keeps
on well, they are persecuted, so much so, that
we cannot put up a School-house, for it would
be burnt the first night. Shingles and lumber
that were in a pile near the road have been
burnt. Still we rejoice to see some twenty to
thirty persons glad to unite every month in a
private house and spend two to four hours
listening to the word of God. The Roman
Catholics now in that place are very bitter and
have threatened to kill me before long. Visi-
ting Ripon lately, a man stopped me on the
road saying: “Sir, you better not go further
on to-night, some men will be after you if you
do.” “I am not afraid, I have a sword,” |
said ; the man looked frightened at this, and
said : “well at any rate, you won’t go alone [
will go with you; but promise me that you
won't do any harm to these men that are
before us; I promised. After a few minutes
we came to the men, and atonce I addressed
them by saying that I was sorry to learn they
wanted to interfere with me ; remember gen-
tlemen that I always carry a sword with me,
I will show you how sharp it is. Taking the
New Testament, I read for twenty minutes
different passages that I had marked. When
I said; “good night friends;” one said “Sir,
I want to have that Book, I ask your forgive-
ness for what [ have done.” Roman Catholics
are very much changed, in many places the:}:
ask: “can you sing, have you nice hymns*
and when [ have given them two or three of



THE PRESBYTERIAN RECORD

213

our beautiful hymns, they want more or they
ask me to pray. Truly the work is great and
the labourers few. May God bless us evea
more during the coming year, than in the past.

CANNING STREET CHURCH,
MONTREAL.

Although the ecclesiastical year which ex-
pired on the joth of April, has been for me
one of hard work, much anxiety and trying
cares, it has also been in almost every respect
the most successful year of my ministry in
this field. Hence, I feel impelled to make
nere a grateful mention of God’s merciful and
tender dealings with my people and with my-
self during the year. Four services have re-
gularly been held every week in the Church
during the year, three on the Sabbath-day and
one during the week. Although many fami-
lies removed from the locality and some were
induced to connect themselves with an adjoin-
ing Church, those services were well attended
by an average of fifty-six persons in the
morning, thirty-five in the afternoon and forty
in the evening. The fact that the morning
services were always more largely attended
than any other, shows conclusively that my
people are convinced Protestants, no more
afraid to be seen going into or coming out of
the Church, and prepared to face the persecu-
tion which must necessarily result from such
a line of conduct. I believe that our Church
is the only French Protestant Church so
situated in Montreal, all others having larger
aatherings in the evening. This gratifying re-
sult is explaired by the fact that there is at
least one communicant in each family who
makes it a duty to attend the morning services
and bring his family with him. At present
the number of communicants is fifty, all
French, and, with few exceptions, all lately
added to the Church on profession of faith in
the Lord Jesus. Thirty-eight of them were
present at the last dispensation of the Lord’s
supper.

During the year, fifteen new membess were
admitted into the Church, fourteen by exami-
nation and one by certificate, and an equal
number were removed by death or otherwise.
Some of them made a profession of their
faith in spite of the strong opposition of pa-
rents or relatives.  The number fifteen may
not seem large to ministers having congrega-
tions numbering 200 families, but it is large
for my congregation composed of about forty-
mne families officially connected with the
Church. Many more attend more or less re-
gularly our services, but as they attend ordi-
nances in another church, I do not reckon
them as belonging to ours. To minister to
the spiritual wants of the congregation, we
have a Session composed of four elders cho-

sen among the most godly and influential
heads of families connected with the Church.
The very best spirit has prevailed in the Ses-
sion during the year, the elders being always
willing to discharge their duties and setting a
good example before the people in the matter
of giving, &c. There are also two deacons
who, with the pastor, attend to the wants of
the poor and generously devote time and
money to the finnancial prosperity of the con-
gregation.

Although certain missionaries around me
have requested the favour of baptizing some
of the children of my people, | have been
enabled to administer baptism to seven of
them during the year, and almost invariably
in the church where the solemnity of the cere-
mony and the instructions given have been
productive of muchgood. On one occasion, a
Roman Catholic was so deeply impressed that
he was induced to attend our services, and ulti-
mately he joined us. All told, twelve persons
publicly renounced Romanism during the
year by connecting themselves with the
Church. Some of themn are among the lar-
gest subscribers for the support of ordinances.
Three became communicants.

The average of Roman Catholics who at-
tended our services has been five, as far as [
have been able to ascertain. This small
number is due in great part to the fact that
the Church is situated on a street where but
few Roman Catholics circulate in the evening.
It is next to impossible to give the exact
number of French Protestant families living in
this district, or part of the city,as many, never
darken a church door. Persecution and want
have changed the religious fervor of many in-
to utter indifference. When I visit them they
welcome me and are pleased to hear me read
and pray, but they lack moral courage. As
far as I know at least roo families, claiming to
be Protestant, live in our part of the city.
They represent about 500 souls, more or less.

My Bible class, which is composed of the
larger boys and ¢irls who have been in train-
ing for sume time in the Sabbath-school
classes, and of adults whose religious training
is deficient, has averaged seventeen during the
year. Every member of it has proved to be
mtelligent and eager to obtain instruction.
It meets at the same time as the Sabbath-
school of which I am the Superintendent. It
has had an averageattendance of cighteen out
of some forty-six children connected with the
congregation. The difference is explained by
the fact that many are too young and others
too far away to attend. There is also a day-
school. It is a mission school supported by
the Board and taught by Miss Cruchet. It
meets its remaining cxpenses by means of a
monthly fee of twenty-five or fifty cents

levied on each scholar, according to ability.
During the year fifty-onc scholars attended,
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seven of whom were or are Roman Catholics,
and a few English speaking.

This year the people did not contribute to-
wards the salary of their pastor because they
had to apply the money collected to another
object. In Qctober last they decided to make
an effort to repair and improve the Church.
The cffort proved successful. The people
subscribed and paid about $160.00 towards
the repairs; the Board generously voted the
balance of ecstimated costs which in all
amounted to $3548.00. Now the building, al-
though unattractive outside, is neat and invit-
inginside. Besides this sum, the congregation
contributed about $210.00 for other purposes.
So that the aggregate givings for the year have
been $370.00, as against (last year) $150.00;
increase for this year, $220.00. And it is to
be borne in mind that that sum has been al-
most entirely contributed by about twenty
iamilies, all the others being literally unable
(0 give more than a few cents every Sab-
bath-day. During the present year we hope
to raise the same amount, half of which will
be for the pastor’s salary.

Generally speaking all Roman Catholics
show better dispositions towards us, because
we carefully avoid to denounce their priests
and ridicule their faith. \We content our-
selves with expounding the truth or placing it
side by side with the teachings of Rome,
leaving them to draw the conclusion, which
many do in a very keen manmer. Their good
feelings toward us are evinced in their kindlier
dealings with converts and in their greater
respect for me. Many bow to me on the
street now, as they bow to their priests,
whilst three years ago they almost invariably
insulted me.

I have had but little time to devote to direct
inroads among the Catholics. However, 1
have met with quite a few of them in Protes-
tant honses, in stores and in the Church. On
all such occasions I have endeavoured ta sow
the good seed in their hcarts, and, in some
cases, with success, since a few were induced
to connect themselves with the Church.

I seldom preach special controversial ser-
mons. [t is too difficult to do it with power
and charity. But I never allow a passage of
Scripture condemning some teaching or prac-
tice of Rome to be read without contrasting
it with the error it meets. And I find that
method the most acceptable to Roman Catho-
lics, and generally successful.  They are sel-
dom displeased with such remarks made d
propuos, en passant.

I have, personally, or through some mem-
bers of the congregation, sold or given thir-
teen New Testaments to Roman Catholics
during the year, and I am satisfied that they
have been »cad, not burned or handed to the
priest. I have sold or given thirty-five Bibles
to members of my Church and other French

Protestant. ‘The progress made during the
year, may be summed up under the following
heads:—

1. More regular attendance on ordinances.

2. Larger givings—100 per cent larger.

3. Increased attachment to the Church.

4. Increased family worship.

5. Increased faithfulness in confessing
Christ openly, &c.

6. Increased attachment to ‘the pastor,
which is a source of much encouragement to
him. A. B. CRUCHET, Pastor.

Our Trinidad Rlission,

For the Record,

REV. KENNETH J. GRANT, of San Fernan-
do writes as follows :—As missionaries we fee!
deeply indebted to friends for the special con-
tributions which come to us forspecial objects.
I know that the provision recently made by
Miss Machar of Kingston for the support of
our school, and by M. G. of Picton for the
support of another in Mr. Macleod’s district
greatly cheered the heart of the missionary
It lifts a burden from his heart, it brings scorcs
of interesting little ones under the humanizin ;
influence of our schools, and it opens a pati,
for the missionary to the homes and the hears
of the people. Your missionaries see oy
every hand work which should be done, and
humanly speaking, the only barrier is lack of
funds, and they ask a minimum, simply -
cause they see that annually the Board’s c\-
penditure is in excess of its income. Special
contributions enable us to enlarge the sphere
of our influence, to do more etfective work,
and they lessen the corroding anxiety so often
felt, as to how to make ends meet in carrying
on operations. Last year in our district
$200.00 from an unknown donor in Galt, with
the oft recurring contributions of Miss Starke
of Toronto, Miss Crook of Flamboro and of
the W. F. M. Society of Picton, enabled mc
to close the year’s accounts with a small ba-
lance in hand, though our outlay in buildings
much exceeded our estimates. Again and for
the current year, Galtsends $75.00 withholding
the donor’s name, and to the renewal of co:-
tributions from other friends just named, wc
have to add $45.00 from the W, F. M. Socir v
of Truro for a new Church in a district
which the Gospel is heard and accepted In
not a few. The new converts there will rase
$100.00, and $400.00 will build a plain house
that will meet the present wants. Can auy
readers of these lines favour us with a contn-
bution? The site is in a village, two milesic
moved by a Lagoon from the main section o
our district. The village is an important ccn:
tre, and I trust that it may have its own pasir
at no distant day. I have arranged to co
mence the building avithin one month.




THE PRESBYTERIAN

RECORD. 215

On every hand we have tokens that God is [ now teaching a class on Cedar Hill, in what

working by us, and yet we are not strangers tu
the experience ofthe early Church as given in
Acts 6-1, “when the number of the disciples
were multiplied, there arose murmurings.”
We have too often to neglect prayer and the
ministry of the word, to serve tables.

REV. J.W. MCLEOD, of Princestown, writing
to Miss Machar, Treasurer of the Juvenile
Mission, says;—You do not know how grati-
fied we are, by the gift from the Juvenile Mis-
sion Scheme for schools here.  When Miss
Blackadder showed me your letter first I had
three schools I wanted to provide for,including
buildings, but if the salaries of teachers are
provided, we try by other means to do what
we can to get up buildings. One of these
schools started last year in a carrot house, but
when the rains came, we had to give it up.
I regretted this much as many attended, and
it was central to three estates. However,
after being humbugged a great deal in getting
lumber up to the place, I have carpenters
working at a school-room, and they will have
it finished by the end of three months. Mean-
while, Dr. McGregor writes by mail just ar-
rived, that $120.00 has been paid in for the
first school. This is Brothers’. The secondison
Cedar Hill, also on estate adjoining two others,
and with a large number of children and
adults. We have no buildings here as yet.
Butif a salary for a teacher 1s guaranteed I
will try and accomplish that. I have a moni-
tor there, teaching a class of about thirty in
connection with the Princestown School, where
Miss Blackadder is teaching. We hope and
pray much for the fruits of seed sown in these
young hearts. There are four kinds of soil,
however, in the Parable of the Sower, and we
should not be discouraged if all does not bear.
I would like to do more for adults who are in
a sense, children in knowledge of truth and
of education as a rule. I wish you to thank
that one individual for the gift. Mr, Christie
had to resign his work here on account of ill-
health. Mr. Morton is off for a furlough to
recruit his health, which has been bad for
some time, so we are two, who are left at pre-
~ent. Now I must close. Trusting that God’s
blessing will rest on you in Canada, and es
here who try to teach his truth and do his will.

LETTER FROM REV. J. W. MACLEOD.
For the Record.
PRINCESTOWN, s5th March, 1883.

[ try to pay a literary debt by the following
notes :—We are enjoying a fair measure of
health. Miss Blackadder is back at her work.
The dry season has fully set in and sugar per-
vades air and mind. Our Trois Amis school
has moved into its new house, on Palmyra
lands adjoining. Ramnarayon (kindly aided
by the class of Mrs. Burnfield Brockville) is

may be correctly termed a basement of a bar-
rack room. It 1s fortunate that he is not tall,
as the room is too low for an ordinary adult.
We hope for better things. Several Catechu-
mens at our recent communion were baptized.
We are striving tor a Church in Princestown.
I wish benevolent friends at home would
second and crown our efforts, to do this with-
out trespassing on the general work. Some
months ago a noted Mussalman and rascal
died. His death, however, does nur remove
the opposition to the Gospel. Many hundreds
send their children to ourschools and some
attend the services. The Mussalman is more
frank than the Hindu. The Mussalman will
say, “I will not go to your service,” and will
not come. The Hindu will say, “ I will come,”
and will not come. The proud Brahmans are
more outspoken in their unwillingness. The
other day I dismounted at a cottage to read
and talk with its inmates, when the woman
said, “I, too, am a parson woman.” She was
a Brahman. As their attention was engaged
a poor sick woman comes for medicine and
clasps the feet of the ‘ parson woman,” as the
manner of saluting a Brahman is for low
castes. Last Subbath, when conducting ser-
vice at Brother’s estate, thete sat a dirty old
sadhu, or szint, with the signs of a vishnuite
on his forehead and a piece of sackcloth
around his naked person, who yet was at least
outwardly worshipped by many of his dupes.
There is honour and moneyin it. A few days
ago a recent convert met in a friend’s hous= a
Brahman relation, and whom he ever used to
salute with the clasp of the foot, and this time
merely said the salaam of an equal or superior.
The relative, surprised, at once said, “ You
must have become a Christian.” “ Yes, it is
true, [ have become a Christian.” The old
friend began to weep and wail over him as
lost, when the other stopped him and said, “ I
am not dead ; I am the same man ; my flesh
and blood and bones arc all the same as be-
fore ; only 1 believe in Jesus Christ to save
my soul, and I try to do his word.” Thus are
Brahmanism and Christianity in decluding
chains and liberation. J.w. M.

A SUCCESSOR TO MR. CHRISTIE.

To the Editor of the Kecord,

To consult Mr. Morton on matters con-
nected with the Mission to Trinidad, I visited
him at his retreat, 2t the base of the White
Mountains, in North Conway, New Hamp-
shire, on my way home fiom the General
Assembly ; and his many friends, and these
are the whole Church, will rejoice to hear that
he is now steadily improving. That which is
at present uppermost in Mr. Morton’s mind is
a successor to Mr. Christie. Before my visit,
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his views were expressed in a letter reccived
at London, Ont,, thus : “ There is one matter
now before your Board now of great impor-
tance, the appointment of Mr. Christic’s suc-
cessor. There are three or four circumstances
which make it very important that his succes-
sor should go out in the autumn, and offers
are not forthcoming. 1 would advise the
Board to lose no time in considering the pro-
pricty of calling some one to the post. I sce
many advantages of such a course, although
at the present time it requires some courage
to propose to draw away a good and uscful
man trom the home field. 1 judge our four
fields to stand in the matter of hcalthiness in
this order : (1) Princestown; (2) San Fernando;
(3) Tunapuna; and last, Couva. The man to
go there should have a good vigorous consti-
tution—say wiry. I hope and pray that a
suitable man will come to the front, as I am
glad to sec that the funds have come up. 1
trust that Mr. Christie’s resignation and my
present usclessness will not discourage our
friends in the lcast. The Master knoweth
of these things, and has a purpose in them all.”

I publish the above respecting the relative
salubrity of the respective fields in Trinidad,
placing Couva ai the foot of the list, becausc
the Committee have no concealment to make
of anything. The other side of the subject
may also be presented, as gathered from con-
versation with Mr. Morton and with Mr.
Christie, in the following facts :—(1) Men are
there pursuing their secular callings for the
last ten or twelve years, and Mr. ——, a warm
friend of the mission, has recently retired to
Scotland, after a residence of nearly twenty
years. (2) Mr. Christie suffered less from
fever and ague than any other of the mission-
aries, scarcely n fact suffering at all from that
affection.  (3) During the yeHow fever season,
there was #0 more, In fact less sickness in
Couva, than at some of the other stations.
(4) Couva is improving in salubrity, as lands
are being drained and cultivated; and a mis-
sionary going there will have railway facilities
north and south, for exchange and temporary
rest, which had no existence during the earlier
years of Mr. Christie’s fabour. The inference
from these facts is, that there is nothing in the
climate which should turn aside a devoted
man of sound coustitution from engaging in
mission work there. Such being the case,
arc there no Ontario pastors or preachers who
will present their services to the Lord, by
ceming forward to ftll up this gap, and thus
contribute greatly to the unification of our
foreign work by giving the West a new and
living interest in this work. I shall be happy
to receive an application.

THE SITUATION FINANCIALLY.—I cannot
wait for 1 mecting of the Committee, without
a few remarks on this subject, because the
situation is grawe and alarming. By specia)

collections and donations, the general account
closed with a balance in hand, much more
than counterbalanced by a deficiency in the
Day Schools and Mission Schools' Fund, sus-
tained by the Sabbath-Schools ; the deficiency
being not less than $900 ; so that assuming
expenditure to be the same during the current
year, $1,800 more must be raised, or an aver-
age of $10 per Maritime congregation above
last year's contributions, 1 cannot tell what
the Committce may do at its approaching
mecting carlyin August, to meet the case ; but
meanwhile it is evident, F7rs¢, That every
Sabbath-school in the Maritime Provinces
should give, which has not been the case thus
far; and that the work of gathering cents and
dimes and quarters should begin at once; there
should be no waiting for collecting cards, for
the more excellent way is to gather from the
children themselves, weekly, in the towns, and
at the farthest, monthly, in the country, and,
Secondly, That Sabbatfx-schools in the West
who have given us liberal, very liberal help,in
past years, will do a good work by continuing
their aid this year; and if a new lot comes to
the front, we will give them most hearty
thanks. Z/srdly, 1 would suggest that in the
Maritime schools fancy schemes for help to
this, that and the other object, should be laid
aside for this year, and that a strong, a long,
and a united Eull for the shore be made, so as
to land us there free of debt in 1884. All
sums received for the general fund have
already been paid out to mcet travelling ex-
penses of missionaries. The Trinidad pay-
ments last year were $7,500. Three thousand
dollars are due to-day. Congregations that
canremit quarterly will lessen the strain and the
interest bill by doing so.—P. G. MCGREGOR,
Sec. Eastern Section of F. M., Commilttce.

Our Aew Hebrides RWission,

uNFR. ROBERTSON in a recent letter
A\X staies that his voyage from the New
Hebrides to Australia, lasting twelve days,
was very pleasant, and that the voyage from
Australia to England was delightful, with the
exception of a day or two of rough weather.
Mr. R. brought with him to London twche
casces of natural curiosities, and three caske
of arrowroot. He hopes to sell the arrow-
root in Glasgow, the proceeds to pay for
printing and binding the Holy Scriptures.
Some of the arrowroot, with the curiositics,
will be brought to Nova Scotia. He
states that Mr. Mackenzie had been quite
restored to his wonted health during his
long voyage back to the New Hebrides.
His wife and children were also quite
well.  Mrs. Robertson had hoped to
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mee. her parents in Pictou, but she received
sad tidings by the Dayspring of her father's
death. Mr. and Mrs. Annand had been much
affected by the death of onc of their best men
who bled to acath from a wound inflicted on
himself, while cu'ting a picce of hard wood.
Mr. Robertson wrote very hopefully of the
work of Mr. and Mrs. Lauric ; and Mr. and
Mrs. Gray, who had rccently joined the
Mission. They are in Tanna, and the pros
pect is very good. YMr. R. met Mrs. Geddic,
Mr. and Mrs. Neilson, and other friends of tne
Mission, at Melbourne during his brief stay
there ; he spent three wecks at Sydney, mect-
ing many friends of the Mission. It was ex-
pected that by the Dayspring in April the
following missionaries would proceed to the
islands : Messrs. Macdonald, Murray, Milnc,
and Gunn. Another missionary from the Frec
Church was expected.  Mi. Robertson has
been in the mission field continuously for
twelve years. He will be very cordially
welcomed home by his own personal friends
and by the large and ever increasing number
of friends, who love the New Hebrides
Mission, and who have watched with profound
interest the progress of Christianity 1n blood-
stained Eromanga, the island where Williams
and Harris and the Gordons met their death.
Dr. Stecl, the general agent for the New
Hebrides Mission at Sydney, N. S. W, is
afraid that trouble may arise, through the
French, who are purchasing land and forming
scttlements on some of the islands.

Central Yudia,

SEHE following letter gives an account of
~&) how a Hindoo connected with our mis.
sion at Indore was brought to the knowledge
of the truth. The original is before us beau-
tifully written in what looks to us like San-
skrit. We are indebted to Mr. Wilkie our
Missionary at Indore for the translation, who
says of the writer that “he is proving himself
more and more useful all the time.”
To the Editor of ** Record,”

INDORE, February 24th, 1883.

DEAR SIR.—Though unacquainted with you
1 take the liberty of addressing you as a new
and young Christian brother, at the request of
vour missionary at Indore, by whom | was
baptized in December last. Perhaps by my
telling you how I, a Brahmin and Shastree,
became a Christian, and the subsequent cvents,
1ou may be led the more carnestly to pray for
us who are seeking to dispel the darkness and
for my dear brothers who in many cases so
earnestlv but so ignorantly are seeking to do

what they believe to be God’s will ; and espe-
cially for him, who in all my searchings for
the truth was my constant companion, but at
the very last for fear of caste opposition and
from a dread especially of the injury it would
do my mother, closed his eyes lest he should
be led further than his natural feelings now
prompted.

I am the youngest son of Sadasio Shastree
Wadikar. In the London Mission School 1
first heard of the Christian religion and when
I heard the prayers offered at the opening of
the school felt that there was a great difference
between their prayers and ours, but being only
a child I gave but little thought to the subject.
After a short time I began to study Sanskrit.
My father was continually explaining to the
people the Ramayan, Mahat.rat, Paranas,
&c., and so I, from hearing them often, came to
know them and also to quickly understand in
a measure their meaning ; my father now
being old, decided to go to Benares, a sacied
city of the Hindoos on the Ganges, to die.
On the way there, however, he dicd at Baroda
in 1873.  After this on account of our know-
ledge of Sanskrit, my brother and I obtained
employment from the Arya Samagh Society in
Bombay in translating the Vedas. At the
time of my father's death I was led to ask
where had he gone and what would be my
condition at death, but had to rest satisfied
with the answer the Shastres gave for the
time being, though far from satisfied. When
in Bombay, engaged in translating the Vedas,
I was led to feel how unsatisfactory were their
teachings, and as I was surrounded by num-
bers of young Brahmins then being educated
in the Government Schools in Bombay, who
were agnostics or unbelicvers in any faith, |
was led gradually to loose faith in my old reli-
gion and to inquire after the truth,

When in Bombay my brother took il], and
so my mother fearing lest the gods were angry
with us because we had not all gone at once to
Benares, when we left our home for that pur-
pose, and therefore had taken away our father
and now wanted my brother— resolved at once
to go with us to Benares. On reaching In-
dore, however, we, by our many friends were
hindered from going any further, especially as
my brother by this time was very much better.
Here I sought and obtained work in connec-
tion with the Canadian Mission Press, where
in the morning service held by the missionary
with the Press Room workers and others I
was led with greater earncstness to take up
my search for the truth. I felt our own rch-
gion was wrong but I also wanted to believe
that Christianity also was wrong, as 1 loved
and wished still to remain with my own peo-
ple, and knew that if | accepted of Christianity
as true I must leave all.

Any litte flaw in the arguments in favour of
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Christianity was sought and the most favourable
constru.:tion was put on any argument in favour
of the new faiths of the Hindoos founded on
the Vedas professedly but really on “truth®
which has been extracted from difterent reli-
gions but especially from the Christian Bible.
At length after a long weary struggle of nine
months, a struggle many times against con-
viction, 1 was forced to say 1 must accept of
the Christian faith which alone is true, and
through the help of Jesus Christ, now sought
and rejoiced in, was led on third of December
to leave my home that I might accept of the
outward sign of that faith which had already
become mine. The struggle, I need not say,
was a severe one. It was a turning of my
back against all most dear to me, to enter into
new associations and amongst a new brother-
hood. But grace sufficient for the struggle
was given me and [ was enabled to receive
baptism that same night. That night I re-
mained with the missionary. Next day when
my brother, who was seeking for me, was told
by one of the Christians that I too had re-
ceived baptism, he felt it very keenly, but his
words were “ Oh my poor mother. This will
kill her as Tishwant being the youngest son
was her greatest fovourite.” He then informed
my mother who in great grief came to see me
Loping that it might not be true or if truethat
it might be possible to restore me, On seeing
the knot of hair whicih Brahmins wear, which
I had not then cut off, she said, *“Oh it is not
true” and at once brightened up, only however
to have her grief intensified when I told her
the truth.

I need not dwell on what was so painful and
so trying to me again and again as she took
my feet in her hands and beat her forehead
on the ground till it was raw flesh, would she
entreat me to come back and be restored to
them—only to be told as often that I loved
her yet as much as ever, that I was as willing
as ever to do whatever she should tell me, but
that I now was a believer in Jesus Christ and
so wherever 1 lived would follow him.

Reason however was all in vain, she then
tried to get me to go with them to the city, but
knowing well what that would probably mean
I could only consent to go with her part of the
road. At last finding that she could not get
me back she said “Go, you are dead to me
and mine.” They have not yet, however, as
they usually do, made the man of straw to
whom they give the name of the person thus
outcasted, and then, after going through all
the funeral ceremonies, including the buming
at the funeral pyre go into mourning for a
certain number of days. This they have not
done, I suppose, because they still think they
can get me%(;ck. Shrinavasa Rao the judge
of the Zilla Courtin Indore and my brother-
in-law, together with my other friends have
tried many schemes to get me back. At one

time there is a plot to seize me and carry me
off, at another, Doctors’ certificates are pro-
duced to show that I am crazy and therefore
one whose caste has been destroyed without
my knowledge and so one that can be restored,
though the missionary who baptized me would
certainly have to be punished. Again and
again does my mother come over and plead
with me to go back again, to allow them to
carry me to Benares as their friends in Indore
have offered to give hundreds of Rupees to
restore me again—on the plea that I was crazy
at the time of baptism, &c.

I am glad therefore to be thus away from
Indore for a time, especially as I have now an
opportunity of telling often to my old compa-
nions the truth I have found to be so precious.
May I ask you then to pray that my dear
mother and brothers, who now are bringing
upon themselves so much misery on account
of my change of faith, may also be led to
know and rejoice in the same, that we may
all be an unbroken family here and hereafter.
—Yourssincerely, TESHWANT RA0 WADIKAR.

MISSIONARY OUTLQOK.

JAPAN.—There are in all Japan about
seventy-five ordained missionaries, and about
fifty ordained pastors, with not far from two
hundred other native evangelists and colpor-
ters, four thousand five hundred native com-
municants, and more than one hundred
preaching stations. There is also a native
publication society, which has charge of the
publication and distribution of religious liter-
ature. Japan is now open, and calling for the
gospel. The prejudice is largely gone, and
calls come from every direction for the gospel.
The great struggle there ts to be between
Christianity and infidelity, although the Budd-
hists are making a desperate effort to hold the
people true to their faith in Buddhism. Young
priests are not licensed now unless they can
pass an examination on the Old and the New
Testaments, and many of the young priests
are coming to our native pastors and to the
missionaries to study the Bible. The result
will be, in some cases, that these young men
will be won by the power of the truth. Were
there ten missionaries at work in Japan where
there is one,and were there fifty natives ready
to work where there is one, we might expect to
see Japan a Christian nation by 18go.

INpia.—The Government Census of Indid,
of 1881, the results of which are in course
of publication, has again, like the partial
Census of 1871, been a surprise to those who
disbelieve or doubt the progress of Christianity
in India. A lcading London daily newspaper
says, ““ It was not supposed that the Christian
population of India was so large as it is now
shown, or that it exceeded in number the war-
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like race (the Sikhs of the Panjab) which
fought so good a fight against our own army,
less than forty years back.” The total number
is given by the Census as 1,862,634. This,
however, includes the European population,
and the Syrian Church of Travancore, and the
Native Romanists (who are mostly the descen-
dants of the converts of two centuries ago).
These three classes account for nearly three-
fourths of the whole. The details are not yet
published ; but the number of Native Protes-
tant Christians, who are the real result of the
Missions of this century, has meanwhile been
scparately ascertained by the returns for the
Decennial Missionary Confererce lately held
at Calcutta. The figures are—India proper,
417,372; Burma, 75,510; Ceylon, 35,708; total,
528,590. The rafe of increase in the last
decade, in India proper, 86 per cent., is now
shown, by a comparison with the Census, to
be fifteen times the rate of general increase in
the population. The communicants have ad-
vanced at a still higher rate, 114 per cent.

CHINA.—Mr. James Cameron, a missionary
of the China Inland Missior, who has travelled
perhaps more extensively through the empire
than any other foreigner, passing over into
Thibet and Burmah, says that one of the
results of his travels has been to convince him
that China is now open to the Gospel in an
even greater degree than Japan. The Chinese
are conservative in their ideas, so, that, when
converted, they remained steadfast in the faith
in spite of the greatest opposition. They are
also ready to witness a good confession before
others. The Gospel is thus being propagated
in many provinces by the Chinese themselves,
and without any pecuniary help or induce-
ment. This is the hope of China. A China-
man who had graduated at onc of the native
universities was converted ; he has since
been preaching almost every day, with the
result that from ten to fifteen of his country-
men have asked for Christian baptism. At
the meeting of the Synod of China, held in
May last, there were present twenty-one minis-
ters and eight elders. Ten of the ministers
are natives. The Presbytery of Canton re-
ported 15 baptisms ; an adult membership of
2713 two Sabbath-schools, with 115 pupils;
and contributions of $108 for missionary work;
thirteen male and seven female helpers; a
waining school for men and another for
women; a boarding-school for girls; and
fourteen day schools. Reports were given of
the success of the Gospel in other places, as
Foochow, Amoy, Formosa, and parts of Chik-
niang province, and especially at present in
Chantung.

DeatH OF A CHRISTIAN QUEEN. The
death of the Queen of Madagascar is an-
nounced. This Queen was undoubtedly one
of the most remarkable women of the age.
Born and brought up in familiarity with the

barbarous and superstitious crucltics of the
Malagasy, she was converted in a remarkable
manner to the Christian faith, and was trans-
formed, like some of the converts of the Pri-
mitive Church, from a bigoted persecutor
into a zealous and enlightened reformer. In
the period of enforced seclusion prescribed
tor her at the death of her mother, to whom
she succeeded in 1868, the young Queen rcad
much in a Bible which had been placed in her
way by one of the Christian party. She had
hardly assumed the throae before she adopted
the Christian cause, and forthwith issued
edicts for the protection of Christians and the
abolition of the heathen “customs,” such as
the poison ordeal, the sacrifice of children
born on unlucky days, and so forth. She
abandoned the worship of idols, and used
her powerful personal influence and example
in discouraging it. She took an active per-
sonal interest in the encouragement of educa-
tion, exempting all teachers, printers, and such
like from all compulsory State scrvice rather
than that their good work should beinterrupted,
while at the same time she gave prizes and re-
wards to successful teachers and promising
scholars. Her influence was used to put down
the foreign slave trade at the same time that
the aggravations of the domestic institution in
the island were removed. Among the notable
reforms of her reign were the reorganization
of the army, in which the term of service,
which was formerly a life-long slavery, was
reduced to five years. The factof the Queen’s
death is said to have becn concealed by repre-
sentatives of the military party in Madagascar,
wha hoped to benefit by her popularity. Her
death at the present critical time in the history
of her Government is a great loss to the coun-
try over which she reigned so well.

@Iw Hresbpterian éﬁewiﬂ.

MONTREAL: AUGUST, 1883.

JAMES CROIL,  Bai
ROBERT MURRAY,$ Pditors.

Price : 25 cts. per annum, in Parcels to on.
address. Single copies 5U cts. per annum.

PAYMENT IN ADVANCE.

ArTICLES intended for insertion. must be sent to the
&ﬂicio tof Publication by the tenth of the month at
o latest.

BRANTFORD LADIES' COLLEGE. We in-
vite attention to the new advertisement of
this Institution. Its entire teaching staff 1re
able, practical, and experienced. In #orougs-
ness it stands second to no kindred institution
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in the Doininion. This, with the religious
influences thrown around the students, should
commend it to Presbyterian parents desiring
a college education for their daugaters.

AiNUreEs oF AsseMBLY. These are pas-
sing through the press and will be distributed
in the usual way—viz:—a copy will be sent by
mail to cach minister, and parcels for each
Kirk-session by express or otherwise to the
several Presbytery Clerks.

OXFORD COLLEGE, TaMsul. We hope to
present our readers next month with a view of
the new Theological College in Formosa, to-
gether with a full letter press discription of
the premises by Dr. Mackay.  We shall spare
no expense to have the engraving well done
and to make it a faithful copy of the original
drawing, and we fecl sure our efforts in that
dircction will be appreciated.

Official Notices.

KNOX COLLEGE CALENDAR.

Copics of the Calendar for 1883-84 may be
obtained by application to Rev. Dr. Reid,
P. O. Drawer 2607, Toronto.

MEETINGS OF PRESBYTERIES.

P. E. Island, Charlottctown, 7th August,
11 a.n.

Wallace, 7th August.

Lanark and Renfrew, Carleton Place, 28th
August, noon.

Lindsay, Woodville, 28th August, 11 am.

Peterboro, St. Pauls Church, 25th Sept.

Kingston, Kingston, 17th Sept,, 3 p.m.

Qucbec, Sherbrooke, 11th Sept., 10 am.

Ottawa, Ottawa, 7th Aug.

Sarnia, Strathroy, 11th Sept, 2 p.m.

Literature.

(R RAHAM o~ EPHESIANS. By the Rev.

D William Graham, D.D., of Bonn,
Prussia, formerly of Damascus, Price $1.25.
This handsome volume just issued by the
Presbyterian Board of Publication, Philadcel-
phia, is evidently the result of much iabour,
extensive reading and good scholarship.  The
cpistle is admitted to be onc of therichest and
noblest in the Bible, and the chicf object of
the writer is to unfold Christ's Headship over
His Church, and the close and intimate con-
nection of belicvers to Him.

CHINA AND THE CHINESE, by Rev. john
L. Nevius, twenty-eight years a missionary to
China; The Presbyterian Board of Publica-
tion, pp. 452; price $1.50, with map and illus-
trations. A very readable and instructive vo-
lume, giving a general description of the
country and its inhabitants ; its religious and
social institutions ; to which are aaded some
reflections on mission work, in China, its diffi-
culties and its encouragements.

THE ELDER AND HIS WORK, by David
Dickson, Master of the Merchant Company of
Edinburgh: pp. 94. price 50 cts. This ad-
mirable little treatise is from the pen of one
of the best known and most useful elders of
the Free Church of Scotland. It discusses
the importance of the cldership, the elder’s
qualifications, and his dudes. It takes his
arm as 1t were, and leads him through his dis-
trict, and is full of good advice. It were well
if every clder in the Church would read and
ponder its many excellent practical sugges-
tions.

HANDBOOK OF THE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH IN CANADA ; cdited by Rev. AL F.
Kemp, LL.D., Rev. F. W. Farries, and J. B.
Halkett ; Ottawa, John Durie : price $1.00.
A very useful digest of the proceedings of the
General Assembly since the union in 1873, to-
gether with a great deul of general informa-
tion respecting the Presbyterian Church in
Canada, which will be especially valuable to
the miaisters and other office-bearers of the
Church. One of its attractive features is the
condensed biographies of ministers ; we only
wish they were more complete ; but a second
edition will probably remedy this defect.

IND1a: WHAT 1T CAN TEACH Us? by
Max Muiier : Funk and Wagnalls, New York.
This is one of the best of the new Standard
Library Series ; oniy 25 cents !

A PLEA FOR POPULAR INSTRUCTION IN
THE EVIDENCES OF CHRISFIANITY, by Rev.
James Middlemiss, of Elora; Toronto, Pres.
byterian Printing House. This is a well-rea-
soned, well-written and convincing essay which
cannot fail to be of dervice in calling attention
to the important subject to which it refers.

SABBATH SCHOOL REPORT.—Therc ha-
been laid on our table a copy of the S-uep-
teenth Provincial Sabbath-School Reportof the
Convention, held at Brampton, last October.
Besides instructive and stirring addresses
from Canadian ministers, it presents tic
mature judgments and helpful utterances of
Dr. John Vincent, of the United States ; alw
carcful reports from the sections of the Con-
vention on Primary, Intermediate, Senior and
Normal classes; rendering this document very
desirable for Sabbath-schoal teachers. Copics
can be had by applying to the newly-appointed
secretary, Rev. John McEwen, Toronto.
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A Page for the Aoung.

TELL IT AGAIN.

A home missionary visited a dying boy in
a gypsy tent. Bending over him, he said,
“God so loved the world that He gave his
only Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.
The dying boy heard, and whispered, “No-
body ever told me "

Into the tent where a gypsy boy lay,
Dying alone at the close of the day,
News of salvation we carried.  Said he,
**Nobody ever has told it tome 1 *

Chorus.—Tell itagain! Tell it again!

Salvation’s story repeat o’er and o’er -
Till none shall say of the children of men,
“Nobody has ever told me before.”
** Did he 50 love me, a poar hittle boy ?
Send unto me the glad udings of joy ?
Need I not perlsh? My hand will he hold?
Nobody ever the story has told !

Chorus ~Tellit again, etc.

Bending, we cavght the last words of his breath,
Just as he entered the valley of death—

** God sent his Son ! whosoever,’’ said he,
‘“Then 1 am sure that he sent him for me

Chorus —Tell it again, ctc

Smiling, he said, as his last <igh was spent,
1 am so glad that for mche was 8ent ;**
Whispered while Jow sank the sunn the west,
“Lord, I believe ! fell it now to the vest!™

Ckorus.—~Tell it again, etc.

—

NUMBER TWELVE.

They came to Elm, where there were twelve welis of
water.—Exodus xv,, 27,

It is astonishing what a favorite scriptural
number twelve is. Twelve tribes of Isracl.
For the ancicnt tabernacle, twelve chargers,
wwelve silver bowls, twelve bullocks, twelve
lambs of the first year. Further on, twelve
stones from the depths of the Jordan to build
a memorial ; twelve lions on the steps of So-
lomon’s throne ; twelve legions of angels ;
twelve apostles, twelve baskets of fragments,
twelve stars for the woman’s crown in Revela-
tins, twelve gates of heaven, with twclve
pearls, and twelve foundations, with the
names of the twelve apostles, and twelve
manner of fruits. In the text the tired and
thirsty Israclites came upon an oasis in the
desert, and lo'!t there are just twelve wells of
clear, bright, heaven-brewed, God-given water.

A WISE CHOICE.

A GOOD minister, whom we will not name,
while sitting at the dinner table with his fami-
ly, had these words said to him by his son, a
lad of cleven years; “ Father, I have been
thinking, if I could have one single wish of
mine, what I would choose.”

“To give you a better chance,” said the
father, “suppose the allowance be incrcased
to three wishes; what would they be? DBe
careful, Charley!”

He made his choice thoughtfully, first of a
good character ; second, of good health ; and
third, of a good cducation.

His father suggested to him that fame, pow-
er, riches, and various other things, arc held
in general estcem among mankind.

“I have thought of all that,” said he ; “but
if 1 have a good conscience, and good health,
and a good education, I shall be able to earn
all the money that will be of any use to me,
and evervthing else will come along in its
right place.”

A wise decision, indeed, for a lad of that age.
Let our youngrcadersthinkof it,and profit by it.

GOD’S JEWELS.

Have you ever secn a splendid, sparkling
diamond, worth millions? “Yes,” you say.
But, remember, there was a time when that
diamond did »nof sparkle. Once it was just as
ugly asitis now beautiful. And what changed
it?  Well, the person who found it in Brazil
sent it to a very skilful lapidary, letus fancy in
Regent Street, or in Rue de Rivoli. And
what did the lapidary do? He cut it and po-
lished it by means of the sharpest little iron
wheel, for days, for months, it may have been
for even years, till gradually its rough coating
and its black specks quite disappecared, and it
shone forth in all this exquisite lustre, reflect-
ing the purest light of heaven, a gem of the
first water !

Now, my dear young friends, the blessed
Saviour has jewels too, more precious far than
all the glittering diamonds of Drazil, because
He purchased them with His own life-blood.
I trust that yox arc onc of thesc royal crown-
jewels; for if so, then on that lonely suffering
couch of yours, the L.ord Jesus is doing with
you just exactly what the lapidary did with
the diamonds—He is polishing you for a
bright sctting in His heavenly crown!—yecs,
He is preparing you for cternal glory.

MISSIONARY SHIPS.

THE London Missionary Society has « fleet
of five vessels, all busily plying between mis-
sion stations : one in the South Scas, two in
New Guinea, and two in Africa. And the
money for the support of these floating 1nis-
sionary messengers, about $24,000, is raised
by young people, by card collections, the sale of
missionarybooks, and other appropriate means.
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'S UNIVERSITY AND COL-
LEGE, KINGSTON.

QUEEN

Supplemenmry Matriculation Examinations will be

4

%mhgmim Gollege, Montrent,

The David Morrice Convoocation Hall, Library, Din-

held in Kingston, on the last Wadnesday of September. , ing Hall, Reading Room, Studies and Dormitories are
The Claeses open—in Arts, on Oot. 3 ; in Medicine, Oot. | RoW completed—~forming with the original College-

10; in Theology, Nov. 7.

Buildings one of the finest externally equipped Theolo-

Tbe Calendar, containing full information as to | &ioal institutions on the ocontinent.—The situation it

Examinations, Studies, Graduation, Scholarships, Bur-
saries, Gold and Silver Medals, Fees, &c., will be issued
on the first of June; after which date copies may be
had on application to the Registrar,to whom all in-
quiries for information and letters on business should

be addressed,
© adlironse GEORGE BELL, LL.D.,
Kingston, May 1st, 1883, Registrar.

QUEBEC HIGH SCHOOL,

An Institution for Boys, incorporated in 1843, and
affiliated with McGill University. Montreal.

RerereNcEs :—Rev. Dr. Ormiston, New York;
Principal Dawgon, LL.D., C.M.G., Montreal: Rev. Geo.
MIllligan, M.A., Toronto; Rev. Dr. Mathews, Quebec:
Rev. D. Anderson, M.A., Levis ; Hon. Senator Boyd, St.
John, N.B.; Hon. L. H. Davies, Charlottetown, and
Rev. Dr. Weir, Morrin College, Quebec.

For competition among the resident pupils there are
four Scholarships, two of $50, one of $30, and one of
$20 per annum; and for genersl competition four
medals. Pupils can enter immediately after the
Christmas holidays, or at the beginning of the regular
terms.

All information in regard to the course of study,
terms, boarding, prizes, scholarships, &o., can be ob-
tained by application to the Reotor,

JOHN M. HARPER, M. A., Quebec,

most healthy, commanding a good view of the City and
the scenery of the St. Lawrence—Students are pro-
vided, free of expense, with well furnished TOOMS,
heated with hot water and lighted with gas—No feet
are charged for Lectures or classes:—Board $12 pe:
Calendar month.—The next session opens on 3rd Octo-
ber 1883 and closes oa 4th April 1884.

The Teaching Staff consists of ten Professors and
Lecturers.—For next session there are open to competi-
tion about $2.000 in Scholarships, including the David
Morrice Fellowship of $500, the examination for which
takes place in March 1884.

Mec@ill University, with whioch this College is affilia-
ted, also offers eight Scholarships of $125, two of $100,
&c. &o.,—Early application for rooms is necessary.—
Calendars for next session, giving full information on
all points, can be had on application to REV. PRINCIPAL
Maovicar, D. D., LL.D., or to the DEAN oF RESIDENCE,
Presbyterian Oollege, Montreal.

MENEELY BELL FOUNDRY

Favorably known to the public rince
1626. Church, Chapel, 8chool, Fire Alarm
and other bells: also Chimes and Peals.

Meneely & co., West Troy, N.Y.

McCRAE & Co,
WOOL AND WORSTED SPINNERS,
ENITTING AND FINGERING YARN,
GUELPH, ONT.




