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Sm ELZEAR TASCHEREAU presides
over the Supreme Court of Canada by
virtve of promotion. He was once & law-
yer. He became a pusine judge. From
that rank he rose to be chief justice. That
wae yreat dignity, One would have
thought that the ambition of the average
man could scarcely soar higber than to be
the chief justice of all the justices on the
bench of the highest court of the nation.
Honors were, however. thrust on Sir El-
zear. The Crown itself sommoned him
to the King's Council and he thersupon
became the Right Honorable. Then the
mantle ‘of a knight was laid upon his
shoulders and he became Sir Blzear Tas-
herean. Waus there aay limit to worldly
aors that could be bestowed upon a man
aised 80 high from the ground? His al-
itude was like the summit of St. Elias.
is greatest distinction however, took a
ow line. By virtue of an order of the
ing's Privy Council of Canada, signed by
is Excellency ‘‘by his cwn hand,”’ the
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The Governor General Denies a
Rumor.

Chief Justice became Deputy of the Gov-
ernor General, and during the absence of
His Excolloncy, the Administrator of the
Government,

All imperial despatches sent to Ottawa
from London are addressed, not to His
Excellency the Governor-General of Can-
ada, but to the Administrator of the Goy-
ernment of Canada. When, therefore,
the Earl of Minto sailed for England and
Earl Grey had not yot arrived, the func-
tions of an Administrator were brought
into play, and by this time the Adminis-
trator had got into the clouds so tar as to
demand that all the honors Jpaid to the
Viceroy should be paid to him, and all the
homage the veople are pleased to pay to
the direct representative ~of the King, ap-
pointed under the Great Seal which the
unfortunate James once tarew into the
river Thames, should be paid to the Chief
Justice of the Suapreme Court of Canada.
A controversy d between rep -
tives of the Government and the judge as
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to whether he _was eniitled to sty
‘‘His Excellency’’ while discharging
these important functiors of Administra-
tor, and a cablegram was sent to London
asking if the Administrator of the Gov-
ernment of Canada was entitied to be
styled ‘‘His Excellency.”” As every des-
patch from the Colonial Secretary in
London is simply addressed to the Admin-
istrator of the Government the reply, of
course, was that the Administrator of the
Government of Cauada was entitled to be
styled '‘His Excellency’’. This wounld
wean His Excellency the (Governor Gen-
eral. Technically the Judge had won out
and 8o he seemed like Alexander to have
sighvd for more worlds to conquer. When,
therefore, he was requested by the Prime
Miuister, in the absence ,of the Governor
General, to apoear in the Senate Cha

power to depute his powers granted by
the King to give the royal assent to mea-
sures passed by the parliament. The ma-
jority of the Senate appeared tojagree with
this view,and, finally,the government lead-
er rose and said that he would bring the
matter \o the attention of the proper au-
thority and that it would not occur again.
Whereupon His Excellency,the Right Hon-
orable 8ir Elzear Taschereau, Knight, and
Chief Justice, and Deputy-Governor, and
Administrator ,caused it to be announced
in the press that he haa received permis-
sion from His Kxcellency the Governor
(General to retire from the job. The offi-
cials connected with the government are
said to be indulging in a unseemly degree
of joy a' the announcement.

Since the above wwas written a further de-

in his capacity as.Deputy Governor to as-
sent to some bills that had been passed, he
refused to enter the Chamber of the Senate
and sit in the Speaker's chair where all
the Deputy Governors preceding him had
sat, and be insisted that unless vhe Speak-
er's chair was removed so that he could
enter the dais and sit en the Throne he
would not play the game, but would re-
turn to his carriage and_be driven off in
state. The Gentleman Usher of the Black
Rod approached ‘‘His Excetlency’’ in a de-
ferential way and all the officials were
agog with excitement and even the pages
on the floor of the House crept out to see
the great man and learn with hecoming
awe and reyeresce what a real live depaty
governor_was. Finally His Honor the
Speaker of the Senate was conjured to give
a decision authorizing the removal of his
own chair to allow the deputy of the re-
presentative of royalty to occupy the
Throne and so in sech manner a few meas-
ly bills received the Royal assent.

This surrender of the Royal prerogative

lop t in this peculiar case has enlarg-
ed the sphere of the complication. On Mon-
day night the Governor General himeelf
was heard from. A teleeram was address-
ed to the President of the Parli tary
Press Gallrey at Ottawa, reading as fol-
lows:—

‘‘Kindly ask press to circulate absolute
denial of the rumor that Chief Justice Tas-
cherean has asked His Excellency to be re-
lieved of the duty of acting as’Administra-
tor or as Deputy Governor. There is no
truth in the report and no foundation for
the statement to this effect.

COL. HANBURY-WILLIAMS,

Secy. to the Governor (General.

This is an avsolnte deinal of the ‘‘ru-
mor'’, It is the habit of some Jof our pub-
lic men to say ,. ‘'Oh, itis only a news-
paper ramor’’, but the correspondents at
Ottawa are as a rule careful of what they
send out, and when they announced to the
people of Canada that the Right ;Honor
able Sir Elzear Taschereaun, ;Kt. had ob-
tained the consent of the Governor General
to his retirement from the duty of acting

(by the way the Goveruor-GGeneral was on
a fishing trip up the Gatineaun) roused the
ire of the Senators and at the tirst conven-
ient opportunity an attempt was made to
show that the demand for admission to
the Throne was a innovation witheut pre-
cedent and without authority, and that,
anyway, the Governor-General had no

a8 Admini or a8 Deputy Governor,
there must have been a basis for this state-
ment. It may as well be stated that the
typewritten document published in the
ress ing the i t of the
Jhiet Justice from the ition of Junder
study to the Governor (ieneral was con
tainod i, an envelope addredsed in theo
handwriting of his Lordship the Right
Hoqlt‘)uble Sir Elzear Taschereaun, P. C.
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HE death of M~. Thomas Mackie, ex
M.P. for North Renfrew removes one
of the pioneers of Ontario and Quebec. He
was & man of herculean oframe, willing
and able to work hard. Going into the
lawber business at an early nge his indus

The late Thomas Mackie, M.P,
try and pat ral shrewdness onabled him to
accumulate 1 fortune. He had plenty of
good natare and a kind disposition The
town of Pembroke which he did so wach
to build np will miss bim and so will all
those fortunate enough to know him,

ON. CHARLES HYMAN was on Mon-
day sworn as minister of Pablic
Works in the Laurier Administration.
This appointment is an appropriate one
Learee ret orly of tle ackrowledged

ability of Mr. Hyman bat also because
he bas without recompense carried on the
affairs of this heavy department for 18
months, Mr. Hyman is a native of the city
of London, Ont., where he voes back for
re-election on June 6,and if not returned
by acclamation will have to fight for the
seat on the 13th. At the general election
last fall Mr. Hyman's majority was in the
neighborhood of 20, and the Conservatives
are counting on the agitation over this
school question to defeat Mr. Hyman, The
Liberals do not believe that the majority
fo tthe mew minister will be less than
four or five hundred. In the general elec-
tion of 1900 Mr. Hyman bad a majority of
over 500, and bis friends do not believs
that the electors of London will reject
one of their foremost citizens who has
been hoonred by the offer of one of the
wost important portfolios at Ottawa.g

F. B WADE, K.C., ex-M.P.

ha irman of the National Transcontin-
ental Ry. Commission, who died ag
Ottawa May 28.




w&EN the mule of Gil Blais was on

sale the prospective buyer secured
the aniiwnal at & sacrifice by inducing cer-
tain outsiders, nstensibly dixinterested and
friendly to the owner, to show that the
mule was worthless. Since the time of
Bismarck Geimany has neve- shrunk from
trying to defeat the patriotic measures of
French ministers by stirring up the
Fronch opposition against them. 1In the
case of Delcasse, however, the mule was
not sold.

Delcasse, Minister of Foreign Affairs in
the Rouvier cabinet, after a debate on
the Moroccofincident, felt tnat he had not
been treated fairly, and promptly resign
ed. The (German press was exnltant over
the event. *‘All confidence in him," says
the Hamburger Nachrichten, *‘is gone; his
elory is at an end. His object had been to
form a political cligne a circle consisting
of Italy, Spain, France, Englind and Rus-
sia, and this circle was intended fo bem in
Germany. There can indeed be nu qres-
tion that Fr o bad foll confidence in
Delcasse, and considared him as sevking,
throughZpeace/al means the higi.est inter-
ests of France. But the day came when Lo
permitted hims:lf, apropos of the Moroceo
affair, to exhioit a waut of foresight that
was criminal.”’

This want of foresight was indeed a fig-
ment of the German brain. He was accus
ed by Germany of neglecting to inform the
Jerman Government of the Anglo-French
Convention , bat, as the Paris correspong -

ent of The Times points out, this is a
mere pretext. No complaint was ever
made because Germany was not informed
of the convention between Austria-Hung-
ary and Rusgia in 1897, Speaking of the

Delcasse’s Return.

later iucident the correspondent goes on:

‘'As & matter of fact Germany had not
been consulted, nor to *he best of my
knowledge, w=: she subsequenty officially
ivformed of the onderstanding that had
been arrived at, although it affected a part
of the world where German commercial
interests are involved to a much greater
exient than in Morocco—nawmely, the Near
@ast. The object of the agreement was
very similur to that of the Anglo-French
enten‘e—namely, the maintenance of the
political status quo, the restoration of or-
der and security in the disturbed districts
of the Balkan Peninsula, and the introduc-
tion of reforms.”’

But the point of the Delcasse incident
is that Germany has not pnshed things to
extremes, but has simoly given Emperor
Willlam an opportunitv to stand forth per-
sonally as a champion of the Mussulman
world. Meanwhile Delcasse has necepted
hack hig portfolio. Perhaps he has nct
been gnilty of a coupe de theatre, and we
must take with a grain of salt these words
of the Daily News, London:

"“M. Delcasse has stepped back in order
to take a betier spring Once again, in
that language of the theatre, to which
the French so naturally resort, picturing
things in dramatic guise, he has made a
fausse sortie, that is to say, his oxit from
the scene was only a pretended departure,
80 that he could retarn in a moment with
tenfold effect. It g nccessary, one ub-
serves, to haverecouree tu the French id-
iom in these matters, Jor English diplom-
acy ie less gifted, ostensibly, at least, with
these arts of finesse.’’

The Spectator, London, sams ap the re-
sults of the incident thus:




‘M. Delcasse now returns to the control
of French foreign policy with greatly in-
«creased furce, for it must not be forgotten
that before his resignation he was not com
pletely recognized in France as the neces-
sary man. The Nationalists hated him. as
4 leading member of a cabinet bostile to
the Vatican and friendly to England;
while the extreme Radicals and Socialists
besides disliking him as a representative
Moderare, were probably convinced, whe-
ther by the German =Embassy or other-
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wise, that he was bringing nearer by “his
policy the German invasion which is “to
them a horror, . The 2gents of the
(German foreign office in tho press are [re-
ceding from their position, and Count von
Bulow and- bis master must either Zronc rm
themselves with some new- objett, "or pre-
pare some new diplomatic bombshell,
Meanwhile M. Delcasse will adhree to his
policy 1n Morocco, but will probably tele-
graph to bis agents in Fez: ''Give up no-
ching, but go slow. '’




A Good Speaker in English. .

HE observations of Mr. Winstop Char-

chill. the jyoung English statesman, are
llluzn woriny of atteution, bat ot especial
nterest are his views on the qualifications
of the successful parliawentarian and poli-
tical speaker in modern «England. These
views are expressed at some length in the
form of an interview reported by Mr, Her-
oert Vivian in the Pall Mal); Magazine.
Mr. Vivian calls his paper a Johnsonian
appreciation. Why, it does not clearly ap-
pear, although he concludes it with the
following extraordinary sentence: My
only regret about +him (Churchill) is that
Disraeli did not live to be his Boswell. He
prefixes to his paper the following quota-
tion:
Bir, I love the acquaintance of young peo-
ple; because, in the firet place, I don't like
to think myself growing old. In the second
place, young acquaintancesimust last long-
est, if they do last; and then sir, young
men have mors virtue than old men; they
have more generous sentiments in every
respect. I love the young dogs of this age;
they have more wit and humor and know-
ledge of life than we had. ~Dr, Johnson.

.vivian is a [prodigious ‘admirer] of

the member for Oldham.* He declarws that'
** it is o exaggeration to say "that ‘sirce
Mr. Gladstone, perhaps even since My, Pitt,
there has been no .more thorough parlias
mentarian.’’ He went to sée him in order
to seek his advice and belp in order to
make his way into parliament as ‘an inde.’
pendent candidate who hoped to iuppott
bis policy. Mr Ohurchill ®ave him some
very sound advice about the art of publie
speaking and the way to get the ear of
the House of Commons. He told Mr, Viv-

T‘l;e House oi Commons is. the great lev-
éler. To wingits heart may not roquire the
highest witainments or the nohlest Jenthus-
iasms, but it pricks every bubble, it shat-
ters every shum. The way to get on there
is not to be a great orator, who has at his
command those glowing periods ‘which the
populace can never resist. Indeed, the
most saccessful demagogues have often
proved the most abject faiiures when they
arose to address Mr. Speaker. The only y
short cut to the ear of the House is sober,
common sensegh- business-like way of say-
ing the right thing at “the right moment,
and a resclute Tavoidance of clap trap or
gush. There is nothing the House Ilkes'so
much as to be amused. So long as you give
it something fresh and unusual it is satis-
fied.

He then went on to give Mr.Vivian the
best of advice as how to learn to speak. He
said:

‘'Get among the people as much as you
can; they are in themselves a liberal edu-
cation. Yonm will find them kinder, more
generous, more natural, more tolerant,and,
on thewhole far quicker fin their powers
of observation than those who lead a lazy
lite. You must expect a certain amount of
rough and tumble, not only in their man-
ners, but in their ideas. Yet when you
come to understand them you cannot help
liking them, and you cannot help trusting
them, - Never mind if only a score of per-
sons are present. Treat each of them as
though he were a missionary to whom you
were delivering a message which he should
go forth and preach. You have no idea
how large a number may be affected by thg
impressions you convey to a few. Also, if
you are a good observer, you will learn as
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much by your spesches as you can hope to
teach.  Watck men’s faces and endeavor
to realize how much and how little they
uuderstand, what amases and interests
them, what moves them to enthusiasm and
what leaves them listless or unmoved,
Little meetings are the best practice of all,

they are the most dificalt to wake up,
Besides which each affords you an entirely
different audience, so that you may permit
yoursell to repeat "the same speech over
end over again, modifying'and improving
it as you go along.




An Impeachment of ShaKkespeare

R. GEORGE BERNARD SHAW, the

well known critic, novelist and play-
wright, who finds unfailing plessure in
Jogeiny accepted opinion in regard to ev-
ery subjeet he touches, is now attracting
his sharg, of attention in consequence of
a lecture on ‘‘Shakespesre,’”’ delivered re-
cently at the Kensington Town Hall, Lon-
don. As his brother critics were not as
Accurate as he could wish in reporting his
views, Mr. Shaw published in the London
Deily News ‘‘a very hrief sumwmary of
what I did maintain."’

This snmmary, condensed, is as tollows:

‘'That the Zidolatry of Shakespeare which
prevails now existed in his own time, and
got on the nerves of Ben Jonsun.

‘‘That Shakespeare found that the only
thing that paid inthe theatre was romantic
nonsense, and that when he was forced by
this to prodace one of the most effective
samples of romantic nonsense in existence
—a feat which he performd easily and
well—he disclaimed any respousibility for
its pleasant and cheap fals-hood by bor-
rowing the story and throwiog it in the
face of the poblic with the phruze. ‘As
You Liks it ’

‘‘That ‘Shake:peare tried to wake the
public accept real studies of life and char-
acter 1n—for instance— ‘Meunsnre for Mea
sare’ and ‘All's Well tha* Ends Well,’ and
that the public woald rot bave then, and
remains of the same mird still, preferring
a fantastic rugar doll like Rosalind to
such serious and dignified studies of wo-
men as Isabe'la and Helena.

‘“Not, as has been erroneously stated,
that I could write a better play than ‘As
Youlike It," but that I havelwritten much
better ones, and. in fact, never wrote any

thing, ard never intend to write anything,
balf 50 bad in jmatter. (In manwer and
art ncbody cau write _better than Sbake.
speare, becanse, carelessness apart, he did
the (hing as well as it can be done within
the limits of human faculty. )

‘That to anyone with the regnisite car
ana the command of words, blank verse
written under the amuzingly loose con-
ditions which Shakesperac claimed, with
liberty to usex all sorts of words, collo-
quial, technical rhetorical, and Jeven ob.
scurely technical, to indulge in the most
far fetched ellipses, and to impress igno-
rant people with every possible extremity
of fantasy and affectation, is the easiest of
any known mode of literary expression,
and that this is why whole oceans of bum-
bast and drivel have been emptied on the
heéad of England since Shak 's time
in this form by peogle who could not
have written'Box and Cox’ to save their
lives

"'Thot Shakepeare’ s, power lies in his
enormous command of word musie, which
gives fascination to his most blackguaardly
repartees and sublimity to his hollowest
platitodes, besides raising to the highest
force his gifts as an observer, an imitator
of personal mannerisms and characteris
tics. a bumorist and a story teller.

‘'That Shakespeare’ weakness lies in his
complete deficiency in that highest sphers
of thought, in which poetry embraces reli-
gion, philosophy, morality, and the bear
ing of these on communities, which [« so-
ciology. That his characters have no reli-
gion, no politics, no conscience, no hope.
no convictions o! any sort. That ther
are, as Ruskin pointed out, no lLeroes in
Shakespeare. That his test of the worth
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of life is the vulgar bedonic test, and that
since life cannot be justified by this or
any Jothar external test. Shakespeare
comes out of his reflective period & vul-
ger pessimist, oppressed with a logical
domonstration that life is not worth liv-
ing, and only surpassing Thackeray in re-
spect of being fertile enough, instead of
repeating ‘Vanitas Vanitatum’ at seccnd
hand, to word the futile | doctrine differ-
ently and better im such passages as'Out,
out, brief candle.’ Finally, that this does
not mean that Shakespeare iacked sthe en-
ormous fuod of joyéusness which is the se-
cret of genius, but simply that, like most
middle class Englishmen bred in private
bouses, he was a very incompetent thinker
and took it for granted that all enquiry
into life began and ended with the qnes-
tion, ‘Does it pay?  Which, as I conld
have told him, and as My .Gilbert Chester
ton could have told Shim, is not the point.
Having worked out his balance sheet and
gravely concluded that life's but a poor
payer, etc., and thereby deeply impressed
A public whicu®after a dne consumytion of
beer and spirits, is ready to believe every-
thing maudlin is tragic, and everything
seneeless sublime. Shakespeare found him-
self langhing and writing plays and get-

ting drunk at the Mermaid 1l as usual,
with Ben Jonson finding it necessary to
reprove him for a too exn int sense of

hawor, "

Mr. Gilbsrt K Che m, writing in
the London Daily Wews, takes exception
to Mr. Shaw’s attitnde as a Shakesperian
critic, an attitade which he explains as
‘‘dne to a certain psychological trait in
Mr. Shaw which makes him unresponsive
to a tone which is very *wuch the tone of
Shakespeare.”’ To quote further:

“'Mr. Shaw maintains that Shakespeare
wrote ‘As You Like It, because he found
that romantic nonsense paid, and gave its
title as an expression of contempt tor the
public taste. I say Shakespeare wrote ro-
mantic plays becinse Shakespeare was
romantic; ana I say romantic plays paid
because man is romantic. In these unde-
mocratic days we cannot grasy the possi-
bility of the grea. man enjoying the same
thing as the ordinary man. Shakespeare

enjoyed the same romance as the ordinary
man, just as he enjoyed the same beer,
And if Mr. Shaw really wished to com-
pare himself with Shakee) sare (which I
think he never did) the Zcomparison is
very simple. Mr. Shaw may be quite as
extracrdinary a man as Shakespeare; but
he is onlv an extracredinary man. Shake-

.8peare, like all the heroes, was an extra-

ordinary wan and an ordinary man too , ,
'Mr. Shaw days that in manner nothing
could be done better than ‘As You Like
It," but in matter he himself would never
do anything so bad. When I read thie, I
#aw suddenly how simple is the whole mis-
‘ake. I can only draw Mr. Shaw's atten-
ion to the fact that *As Ycn Like It,’ is
poetry.  What can auybody rean by talk-
inz of the matter or manner of a poem? I
will give Mr. Shaw three lines ont of ‘As
You Like It," from the exqnisite and irra
tional sorg of Hymen at the end:
There is a joy in Heaven
When earthly things made even
Atone togebher.

“'Limit the matter to the single inompar-
able line, ‘When “earthly things made
even ' And I defy Mr. Shaw to say which
is matter and which is manner. The mat-
ter ix quite as aristic ay the maunner, and
the manner is quite as solid and as spirit-
ual as the matter. The meaning is esven-
tial to the words; the words would not be
#0 good if they happened to mean, 'There
are 6ix tom cats in the back garden,’
But the words are quite equally essential
to the meaning If the words,When earth-
ly things made even’ were presented to us
in the form of ‘When terrestrial affairs are
reduced to an equilibriom,’ the meaning
wonld not merely have been spoilt, the
meaning would have entirely disappeared.
This identity vetween the matter and the
manner is simply the definition of poetry.
The aim of good prose words is to mean
what they say. The aim of gond poetical
words is to mean what they do not say.
When Shakespeare says (in one of his long
philosophical speeches which Mr. Shaw
does not quote because they do not happen
to be pessimistic),

For valor is not Love a Hercules
Still climbing trees in the Hesperides




it is difficult or rather impossible , to use
any other lenguage to express what he
conveys. You cannot convey a sense of
sunriee and an ancient hope and the col-
ors of the ends of the earth. ' Bat if Mr
Shaw thinks that the lines meant, 'Is not

BVENTS.

The Falls of Montmorency. .

the sexual instinct like Hercules Jin the
matter of valor, and is not like him in the
garden of the Hesperides and climbing a
tree’t I can assurs him most sincerely of
his mistake.’’




FAGAN.

TBIS story of life in the Philippines is

condensed from Collier's Weekly,
which awarded its author, Rowland Tho-
mas, a prize of $5000in a contest in which
over 12,000 stories were submitted by more
than 11,000 writers,

While Fagan was still a kinky haired
youngster a question forced itself on his
attenfion. ‘‘Why ain’t I got a pappy?’’

His mother, when asked, laughed the
deep melodious_laugh of her race, ‘‘Laws-
zee, chile, I reckon you has. Mos’ chillen
has. "

‘*But who is my pappy?’’ persisted the
child.

‘‘Lawszee, honey, how you 'spec me to
‘maimber that? I 'se got other things to
'maimpber. '’

It was a careless, soapless, buttonless, ex-
istence that he led, this unfathered negro
waif, “whom a® bit of food, a bit of
clothing, and a chunce to roll around on
the levee with the other pickaninnies and
bask in the sunshine and sniff the sweet-
some smells of the sugar shi ps, ssufficed, and
he might have lived on thus indefiaitely,
but one day at a gume of dice his well
known good nature was taken advantage
of by another black man. Fagan, the kind-
ly, felt a sudden blinding desire to strike,
He did so— and the other mun dropped
dead.

This act of Fagan's was in accordance
with the only rule of conduct he could
comprehend. He had ‘no desire to harm
others—but when they hurt him it seemed
no more than fair that he shonld retaliate.
He had not the intelligence to grsp or un-
derstand the fact that our communityof in-
terest requires every man to forego a cer-

tain amount of freedom and submit to a
certain amount of unfairness.

To escape the law Fagan ran away and
joined the army. His splendid giani-like
physiqgue wade him valuable in the
ranks, but he found it hard to obey orders,
and be was unfortunate in his immediate
commander.

Lieutenant Sharp lacked discretion in
his methods. When he discovered the but-
tons ou Fagan's blouse uncleaned he repri-
manded him before others. Whereapon,
Fagan, ignorant of any law against imme-
diate explanation, replied, ‘‘Lawszee,
Luetenant, I raickon I plumb forgot them
buttonsL.’’ For this retort he was put un-
der arrest and taken to the guard house,
mildly expostulating as he went: ‘‘He
suah’d orter give me a fayah wshow—all I
wanted was a fayah show.'’ By the time
the regiment was ordered o the Philip-
pines Fagan's record loomed black with
five trials.

It was during the first engagement of
the campaign that a little brown man
rose in front of Fagan and "flashed & dart
straight at his breast. The wound was
slight, but the first sharp tingle of the flesh
stirred something ferocious in Fagan, As
once before, he felt a blinding instinct to
strike, and whirling his heavy rifle in one
hand like a club he felled his opponent,
Then a mad joy of strength surged over
him. He called to his comrades: ‘‘Come
on boys, come on and kill these damn Fili-
pinos.”’

“From that day he was called *‘Wila Fa.
gan."" No one had ever equalled him asa
fighter, and his methods were original.
‘*He doesn’t fire his rifle; just butts in

]




and swats 'em with it like he was “playin’

golt.”

Each night his ‘‘melodious bellow’’' would
ring out in song: ‘‘Dont’ you hear the bu-
gle callin!’’ and his happy, kindly con
rage served to cheer the drooping men.

Even the officers began to boast of him:
‘‘Finest build of a man you ever laid eyes
on. Like a cat and & grizzly rolled into
one.”’ But when the campaign was over
and the regiment settled down to quiet in
the villages, Fagan encountered his old
trouble about obeying orders. The punish-
ments meted out to the huge culprit were
always prompt_and severe. Once he was
imprisoned for a month.

Fagan emerged from this confinement
still g child,but & sullun child moping over
a bitter sense of injustice. *'I only want
a fayah show'’ was always the substance
of his thougbts. Shortly a fterwards Fagan
deserted and, as report had it, joined the
Filipinos.

There was renewed fisghing sbout this
time, jand the reigment imputed it all to
Fagan, attributing every move of the ene-
my to his leadership. The Government .f-
forad a large reward for his capture *‘alive
or dead ."’And all the while, Fagan, poor
stupid child, was living quietly with a
dusky sweetheart in a little village not
fifty miles irom the compuny's siation.
He heard of the reward offered for him
and the reports about him “Why can't
they let us alone, when I don’t hurt no-
body,"” he complained to Patricia.

Oune day the Filipinos captured an offi-
cer whom Fagan knew, “and they brought
their prisoner before the genial black
giant. '

The white man asked Fagan what they
were going to do with him,

‘‘Oh, dun’t you worry, Lootenant, I
won't let 'em hurt yon. You just sit down
and have & smoke. "’

The officer was treated like a guest; put
quite at his ease, and finally he asked with
genuine interest: ‘‘Fagan, why did you de-
sert?’’

The answerjwas characteristic: *‘I raick-
on I did it—just 'cause I had to have mo’
room. Seems like 2I'm so big I has to
have & whole plenty of room. '’

SVENTS

Iz spite of the fact that he knew the offi-
cer would report his whereabouts, Fagan
bad him] sufely escorted back to scamp,

Then he and Patricia w avoid certain
cupture, betook themselves to the great
waiting wilderness, where <there was
plenty of room, whasre you had a right to
hit back when you were hurt, and where
there were nc orders to be obeyed.

Two weeks of happy wandering sbrought
them where, unseen by them,ajvillage was
perched on the trunks of trees, and keen
eyed men hidden in foliage, watched and
followed them. They were men short of
body and long of bair; men who squatted
naked in the mists of evening and did not
shiver; men who brought theirjsweethearts
hide us dowries of human®heads. i

One evening Fagan suddenly missed, Pat-
ricia. He followed a few steps in the di-
rection she had gone and a moment later
€ame upon her lifeless body.

At first Fagan could only gaze about him
stupidly, then a wild impulse of wrath
came over him.  He called Sout to the un-
seen enemy and shook his fist at the empty
air, but the only answer was the whizz of
a flying arrow.

=Poor Fagan had not the brains to think
it out, but the lesson was forced upon him
that even in the wilderness one had not al-
ways a ‘‘fayah show.’’

He had only asked to be ‘‘left alone’'—
but the laws of life preclude this. Abso-
lute freedom cannot be found, for each
man is bound to his brother.

Fagan wandered on alone, possessed at
times with a mighty fear of the forest. To
dispel this he would 'sing loud and long —
Oh, don’t you hear the bugle callin?’’ At
the énd of the third day, after kindling
his evening fire and toasting a piece of
venison, an overwhelming drowsiness
came upon him. Then he lay back and
twisted his last bit of tobacco into & cig-
arette.

‘‘I'se kind o’ sleepy now,’’ he announc-
ed at length, ‘“’an I'se 'gwine to bed.®The
fire flickered and he pillowed Zhis head

apon his arm. ‘‘Lawsszee, I raickon Pat-
ricia'd think %I was afraid again.’ He
threw his great arm over the empty

und beside him, ‘‘good night, Patze,”
© murmured.




