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THE CH

CONDUCTAD BY W. W, BATON,

Thoa art the CHnst, the Son of the Liviug God.—Peter.  On this Rock I will build
my Church, aid the gates of Hell shall not prevail aganstit — e Lord Messiah.

Jra— — P

TO THE BAPTIST MINISTERS OF NEW BRUNSWICK AND
NOVA 8COTIA.~—No. 8.

Gexrtremen—The flist charge preferred, by some of your number,
against us and the docirine we tnculcate, was that we were Socinians.
This charge has been openly and coverily made at times, ever since.
What were the views of Suciuus, is tut bow the question Uefore us ; but
whaut do the prople generally believe to be the sentiments of those thas de-
signated.  TlLe more ignoraut and bigoted the partizan the greater his
horror of suuie herstical doctrine, denvunced by his lcader, especally if
he knows not what it is, or whereforr be affirms. A kind hearted, sim-
ple brothep called upon me one day, aud with a deeply anxious countes
nance exclumed : ¢ Well, brother Eatwn, what do you tliink they say
about us now ?”*  “ know not,” was my reply; “but I suppose they
would say Istolea Lorse if they could.™ * No,” said he, ** but they say we
are Utalians, or Italians, or somcthing like that ! I knew that some of
our encuics were irying to persuade the poor man that we were Unita-
rians3 but the name and doctrine were so new 10 him that he could not
remembor either.  But this same man, subsequently, became offended
at some disciplinary action of the congregation, and left, and joined the
baptists, where he was received asone sound in the faith!

“Ta the use of the terms Unitarian and Socinian in this article, I shall not
attach tv them their literal meaning ; for the former siricily speaking,
as you well know, means a believer 1u one God, and a Sociniaa is a be-
liever in the doctrines taught by Soginus; bat I shell use them in the
sense in which you use them when you charge any one with holding
certain heretical sentiments, such as denying the fundamental doctrines
of Christianity. The great mass, when they Lear persons charged as
helonging to these sects, supposc them to deny the proper divinity of
Christ, to teach that lie is only some great prophet like Moscs, or at best
some super-angelic being, and the son of God, ouly as Adam was, by
crgation.  The question thea is not how do these parties explain and de-
fend those views, but what is the impression that the name conveys ?
Eve.y one, feeling an interest in the great [acts of the gospel, cousiders
that these parties deny the only foundaticn on which a sinner can build
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securely, and so, to prefer such charges 1s forever to run one’s christian
influence over minds thus impressed. Thatwe have never held any
such doctrines; that wo have never had any connexion with these or
any other parties as such, is a fact demonstrated a thousand times, and
a thousand times again repeated. * But who art thou O man that
Jjudgest another ?™ says the-Apostle. I bave not again recurred to this
imputation for the purpose of discussing the subject, or even 10 proclam
my own mode of speaking in.relation to these doctrines ; but to shew
that while many of you have given currency to these slanders, on another
subject of great moment you have reasoned precisely like Socinians !
I shall therefore, carry the war into Carthage, and on your own ground
shew that to be consistent you must be Sccinians, Your opposition to
certain principles which we have endeavored to keep promment has dn-
ven you to this. Give us your attention, and 1f we do not make this as
clear as sun-light, then have we listened 10 Socinianism and baptist op-
position to baptism for remission of sins without attention !

Our glorious Redeemer said, with the cup before bim, when abcut to
institute the glorious ordinance which during all time should commemo-
rate his sacrificial death : * This cup isthe new testament in my blood,
which is shed for many for remission of sins.” Matt. xxvi. 8. Peter,
the apostle, under the immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit, about 1o
preach repentance and remission of sins in his Master’s name te all na-
tions, in answer to the agonizing inquiry of ithe thousands pierced 1n the
heart—Men and brethren what must we do—answered, * Repent and
be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for remission
of sins, and you shall recewve the gift of ¢<he Holy Spint.”  Acts u. 38,
Paul, also,10 the Colossians (i. 14,) utters his Lord’s sentiments thus:
“In whom we have redemption through his blood, [even] the forgive.
ness of sins.”” And Peter, after being a witness of the influence of his
preaching acd ihe wonder working power of the doctrine of the Lord for
more than lwenty-five years, exclaims (1 Pet. in. 21), * The-like figure
whereunto baptism doth also now saveus (not the putting away the filth of
the flesh, but the answer [rather the *seeking™®] of a good conscience to-
ward God) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”

* « Auswer of a good conscience.” The word translated answer, is eperotema,
which 18 found but once in the whole volume. The verb eperotas, which occars

ﬂy—nine times, from which it 18 derived, sigmifies to ask, mterrogace, question, -
quire. Parkhurst <ays, that **the Apostle verv probably alindes w the question and
answer which we learn from Tertullian were used at baptism. The bishop asked,
‘Dost thou renounce Satan? Dost thou oelieve in Christ?” The candidate an-
swered, ‘I renounce, Lbelieve'” * % «This, Tertullian calls an engagement of sal-
vation ”_ Grotius, Mill, aud Welfinus, concur in interpreung eperotema (1 Peter,
iii. 219, the response or answer, .

‘We have little or no confidence in the many commentsand criticisms we have had
on thisword, and the whole construction of this passage, and we have examined not
a few. The common French render it the responsc; others the engagement of a good
conscience. Macknight is in doubt, though he gives answer, w?nch_cannm be the
meatiing of a word naturally descended from a verb more than fifty times rendered
2o ask, to scek, to desire, to beseech, in the common version.  After much examination
of all the allnged difficulties, both in the punctuation, the 1elative ke, and the word
eperotema, “we adopt the following punctuation and translatiun of this passage, which
is most natural, and we think, obviously most defensible : L

“1In the days of Noah when the ark was preparing. wherein few (that is eight)
souls were saved through water. Imme sion, which is the antitype, does also now
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1 have selected these from *wo classes of passages as being the most
obvious for my purpose. The first prove that the blood of the slain
Lamb is the procuring cause of human redemption. They proclaim in
langudge not to be misunderstood, that salvation is of the puve favor of
Gad, and procured for us by the life’s blood of his only begotten Son,
who is the effulgence of his glory, and the exact representation of his
character, without the shedding of whose blood there was for lost man
no redemption. B

The other class of passages as obviously prove that means have been
ordained by infinite wisdom through which pardon and salvation flow te
the obedient recipient. ‘The God of nature and the God of grace are the
same. ‘The volume of nature enables us to understand whatever is ob-
scure in the practical developement of divine revelation. God supplies
the earth with the sun, the early and the latter rain, and then puts within
our reach the seed ; but we must plough, and sow, and reap; we must
improve the seed time and harvest, or sun, and dew, &and rain, avail not
for us. So in the kingdom of grace. ¢t All things are of God.” Jesus
the Sun of Righteousness has arisen ; he has lived and died for us; * for
we thus judge that if one died for all, then were all dead.” ¢ He by the
grace of God has tasted death for every man;” and * being made per-
fect, he became the author of eternal salvation to all them that obey
him.” Jesus the Lord of the world sends forth bhis light, the Holy Spi-
rit strives, the word of truth is proclaimed with ze8l and energy, but un-
less sinners repent and obey the gospel, all the divine expenditure will be
lost upon ungodly men, unless to heighten their condemnation. Man’s
submission to the divine requirements are just as essential to his salva-
tion as the death of the atoning Lamb. These points being conceded
{and your general preaching and teacling all proceed on the hypothesis
that the means are as absolutely necessary as the grace of God), we
have only to determine whether the overt act of baptism is one of the
conditions on which pardon is proffered. 1 think this has been proved
very clearly in severa! of our former letters ; but I again appeal to the
plain testimony of God’s word already quoted. The same inspiring spirit
a1 one time atiributes remission of sins to baptism, and at another to the
blood of Christ. Now, truth is one. It cannot be opposed to itself.
The blood of Christ has been shed, but all men, not even all the elect in
your sefise of the term are cleansed from their sins. Hence the con-
clusion that the blood of Christ is the procuring cause of pardon. Bap-
lism procures it for none ; for it 1s not by works of righteousness that we
have done, but according to his mercy he saves us, by the washing of
redeneration, and the renewing of the Holy Spirit. Immersion then is
one of the means of enjoying remmission of sins. It is made prominent
as one of the first acts of the behever, because it is the consummating
act in the regenerating process ; that act which introduces the child of
God into the renewed family. .

But here we are at issue. Disguise yoursentiments as you may, your
standard authors contend that sinners are pardoned before obedience !

save us, not the putting away the filth of the flesh, but the sceking of a good consci-
ence towards God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ ” [ Appendix of New Ver-
sion, page 70 ]
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At present I have accessonly to sentiments of one of your number, but
he i1s acknowledged to be the best defender of baptist sentiments in the
Provinces, He says * Remission of sins is granted independently of ,
every exlernal act of obedience.”” 1f you were willing to defend this po-
sition, then would we have a tangible point before us, 1 doubt not but
the author of the asseriion would stand up to it as successfully as any
man on the coutinent, but in so doing he would have to throw himself
upon his learned nuthors and his powers of ratiocination; for cerain it
is he could obtain no aid from the apostles. * Remission of sins is
granted independently of any external act!” This is a plrin assertion,
and a very pointed reproof of Peter for teaching sinners on the day of
Pentecost to * Repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for
remission of sins.” How these persons could obtain remission of sins
previous to baptism has not yet been made apparent ; and yet they must
have done so if remissionis gran‘ed ** independently of any external act.”
The same may be said in relation to nearly every inquiry in the New
Testament. So far from any foundation being laid for such an assertion
in the word of God, the very reverse is the case. Thereis not a pro-
mise from Genesis to Revelation of remission of sins independently of
an externat act. 1 do not intendto oppose assertion by assertion, but one
is as good as another unless sbstained by the authority of God’s word.
Ia our previous letters we have proved that John the Baptist taught that
bpptism was for remission of sins. Until some of you show that 1 have
not properly interpreted these divine declarations, it will be unnecessary
for me, farther, either to defend the use [ have made of them, or to ad-
duce additional testimony. I therefore, now come to the main design of
_this letter, namely to show the similarity between your interpretations of
Scripture opposed to your theory and that of the Socinians, for whose
doctrines you feel such a pivus harror.,

You practically say, * Baptisin cannot be in order to the enjoyment of
remission of sins, because we believe we were pardoned previously ; it is
therefore opposed to vur experience. And it is not reasonable that sai-
vation can be of grace, If an external act be requisite in order to its en-
joyment. And, then, baptism is only an outward bodily act, and how
can that have any connexion with spiritual enjoyment. And aithough
Peter did teach penilents to repent and be bapiized for remission, ac-
cording to the common English translation, yet the preposition eis often
has the force of ¢ because,’ ¢ according to, &c., and very frequently
means *into, and I, therefore, do not believe that the three thousand
converted on the day of Pentecost were baptized in order to the remission
of sins,” | have listened to this kind of reasoning scores of times.
And it isas good a defence as can be made for modern conversions and
the inutility ol buptisas in order to the cujuyment of the blessings of the

ospel.
& Now, how does the Socinian reason in reference to the atonement.
He thinks that it is * unreasonable that God should require the death of
his Son as a sacrifice for sins, that it is not only unreasonable but un-
just to require the innocent to suffer for the guilty, that there can be no
connexion between the shedding of blood and the enjoyment of pardon—
a sacrifice is an external act, and what connexion can that have with
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spitilual enjuyment !—the doctrine is exclusive and cruel, and ropresents
the clurucier of the Eternal in an unlovely light , and aliiough the Mes-
sl said that the cup tepresented bis blood shed for renission of sing, it
is nut cerlain that eis means * for® or ¢ in order fo;! Greck prepositions
Liave wauy meanings, acd itis vory unsafe (o build an hupurtant ductoine,
and one uppused Lo reason tpo, upon a single preposition!  And the
uther pussages thut say * withoui the shedding of bloud thiere is no remis-
siutiy” that ¢ Clrist byre our sins in his own budy on the tree,’ that ¢ we
Lave redemption through Lis blood, even the remission of sins,’ &c.,
sust Le interpreted in harmony with enlighteped reasun, and uther por-
tiuns of the divine record that represeut Jehovah as merciful and willing
tu Lestow his salvalion upon thuse who are honest, upright, and siucere.™
'To this kind of reasuning I have also listened. Now gentlemen my re-
ply to baptist reasoning and scriptuie interpretation, shall be the same
that yours shuuld be to those who leave out of the reinedial system the
atonement, the death of Christ as a sin offering.

To such theolugians you would say, from the day man siuned against
Lis God, he hus nut been permitted to approach him only through a sin
oflering.  The wuid of the Lord plainly and unaubiguously asscris diat
* Christ died for our sins,’ ¢ that he bore our sins in his body,’ that he was
made & ¢sin ofleiing for us.’ You would say to him, ¢ Sir, if yoadon't
believe these pluin declarations of the divine record, you don't believe
the bible ; you are aninfidel!!” But O man who art thou that thus
condemnest! Do you not also say I do not believe that baptism is for
remission of sins. I do not hold that the penilent believer is saved from
any thing in immeision. [ believe remission of sins is independent of
any external act. I ask again is not your want of faith iu the one case,
just as unreasonable as those whom you dencunce as unevangelical ?
Why are they denounced as infidel who deny the atonement? Because
they deny the plain Jeclarations of Gud's word.  Are there any passages
in reference io the sucrificial deaih of Christ plainer and more pointed
tian those adduced in a former paper, and above referred to, namely,
« John did bapiize in the yilderness and preach the baptism of repent.
auce fur the remission of sins.”  * Repent and be baptized for remission.”
* Arise and be baplized, and wash away your sins.” * As many of you
as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” ¢ The like fizure
whereunto baptism doih now save us.” Could there be iestimony moru
direct, more positive in favor of baptism in order tv the enjoyment of re-
mission of sins, and in opposition to your experiences, and your practical
reasusing. Genllemen, 10 which will you Low, your own reasoning, or
the word of God!!  Let me again remind you, with all due deference to
your positions in society, that the charge of infidelity can be brought
Livme in full furce to any man who says, * I do not believe that baptism
is for remission of sins.” The man who will change, mutilate, or ex.
plain away one text of scriptureto subserve a purpuse, will soun so blunt
his conscience as that he can interpret any other in the same way.
When, therefure, you preach from Acts ii. 38, and attempt to make it
say something different from what appears on the face of it, do rememe.
ber that the first passages quoted inthis letier, both in the origina! nndin
thie tranelation, are verbatim. The Lord taught that his blood n.. shed
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“ for remission of sins,” and sinners were exhorted to repent and be

v baptized for remission of sins.” If heisan infidel that denies the for-

mer declaration, what is he who denies and opposes the latter?  °
Fuithtully, your humble servant.” W. W. Eaton.

Bedeque, 15tk October, 1848.

Dear Brorugr Earon—When I saw you at Glasgow last summer, [
put into your hands a piece written by my uncle, as | thought, for the
Baptist Magazine : my aunt gave me the piece, together with the one I
now send. The full impression on her mind was that both these had been
sent to the editor, and returned; but as Mr. Tupper, who is now on the
Island, declares positively that he never saw the essay published in The
Christian, we must iake his word for it. He told a brother a few days
ago that he did not see that, but the one he returned was on the social
duties of religion, and had particular reference to the Lord’s supper ; that
what you published he could not oppose, as they were bis own views of
the gospel. All I can do is to express my regret that I gave you that
paper through mistake ; and I now send you the true one, or the copy of
it: the original is somewhat injured by age. There are reports in circu-
lation that Mr. T. did not refuse to publish the essay sent him, but only
wrote to know if the writer were willing he should appear against it.
Now if this had been the case, Why would he have sent back the essay
with the letter? Why not ! ave retu’.e it in his possession until he had
ascertained this? The fact is, he positively refused it a place in his ma.
%‘32“’,‘2 on the grounds that he was * a friend of mankindand a lover of

ion.

I have nothing particular to write respecting the cause of religion here.
Elder Stevenson baptized one woman a few weeks ago. '

May grace, mercy, and peace, be multiplied 1o you all through the
knowledge of our Lord and Savipur Jesus Christ, is the constant prayer
of . D. CrawrForp.

18th Oct.—X am now at my aunt’s in Tryon. Have justseen the 10th
No. of The Christian. What I herein state respecting the impression on
my aunt’s mind is eorrect. My uncle requesied if the editor had any
objections to make_to the sentiments, ¢ not to interline them, but write
them down.” D.C.

PLAIN REMARKS ON THE SOéJ!I{‘;\{lngUT!ES OF THE RELIGION OF

“Tug subject of veligion is of all others the most important to sinful
men. True religion consists in such a knowledge of -God the Father,
and of his Son Jesus Christ, as removes guilt from the conscience, gives
free access into the divine presence, begets the hope of eternal life, and
such affectionate attachment to Jesus Christ as will effectually induce the
sinner to obey and imitate him, at the risk of every thing dear and va.
luable ; not reluctantly, but with cheerfulness and alacrity. It does not
conxist in a subscription to any creed, or in the observance of any ex-
ternal form : yet the belief of the truth, and obedience to the divine
commands, are essential to it. The great author of religion alone knaws
what is calculated to promote it in the'heart, and to preserve the truly
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religious from apostacy. That the observance of certain forms are con-
ducive to this end, appears evident from the words of Jesus Chinst (John
xv. 10), * If ye keep my commandments, ye shail abide in my love.”
To the same purpose, Paul (2 Thess. ii. 15) warning them of the general
apostacy, he enjoins on them to * stand fast, and hold the traditions (or
ordinances) as they had been taught;" as the best aliudote against the
impure contagion. Keeping the commandments of God, and the testi-
mony of Jesus Christ, js the distinguishing characteristic of the disciples
of Christ, during the tyranny of the ten horned beast.® Again, the com-
maniments of men are said to turn from the truth {Tit. i, 14). In vain
do men pretend to worship God, by observing the precepts of men (Mat.
xv. 9). Irisindeed granted thut ofien a glow of devotional feeling is ex-
cited, by a conscientious observance of rites of mere human invention.
‘Thus the Roman catholic has all the pious feelings of his soul moved, on
seeing the image of the Virgip and lier infant son. Many besides the
Romans make a false estimate of the value of performances, being de-
ceived by a flow of religious affuctions——by a spurious excitement. Some
have affirmed that it was more profitable.for them to attend the theatre
than the church, because their affections were more excited in the former
than in the latter.  Many of the corruptions of christiamity may be traced,
at their first rise, to this principle. There is, therefore no safety in de-
parting from the wriiten word Tliough all professors of christianity
have the written word, their religious belief and practice are very dif
ferent from each other; but two opposite things eannot be both right,
nor equally conducive to the promotion of genuine religion. That we
may attain to a knowledge of the will of God on these matiers, and thus
be united together in the belief and obedience of the truth, let us care-
fully examine for ourselves the diviae oracles, wilh fervent prayer to
God and humble dependence on divine teaching, firmly belteving they
are calculated to make us perfect, thoroughly furnished to every good
work. Let us as much as possible divest ourselves of all prejudice, co-
ming to the word of God as teachable little children, to learn what God
says fo us. Inexaminations and discussions of this kind, weshould never
lose sight of the two following priuciples, viz.: 1. That the scriptures
contain a perfect rule for the direction of Christians in every situation,
sa that they need not apply to any other quarter for direction, nor submit
to any dircction not found in them : while there isa God in Israel, they
need not apply to the God of Ekron. 2. That the approved example of
the primitive churches is universaily binding.  All the churches of Christ
to the end of time, ought in all approved things to be followers of the
churches of God, which, in Judea, were 1n Christ Jesus: their example
is recorded for us to follow ; and it is from their example we can know
what the will of the Lord is concerning ourselves.

For the sake of perspicuity and order, the duties of religion may be
arranged unde: the following heads—Personal Duties, Relative Duties,
and Social Duties. Personal duties are those wherein the individual per-
forming bas no cuncern with any person but the great searcher of hearts:
secret prayer, secret fasting, mortifying the flesh &c., belong to the class
of personal duties. Relative duties are those wherein, besides the Al-

* See Revelations throughout.
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mighty, two and only two parties are concerned, and those parlies do
not so much unite in the performance, as one party is to perform one
duty, end the other to petformi a correlative or corresponding duty :
thus, magistrates are to rule,and subjects are to obey. Of this class arg
the duties of husband and wife, parents and children, masters and ser-
vants, mngistrates and subjects, teachier and taught, neighbour and neigh-
bour, brother and brother, &c. T'o this class belong also the ordinance
of baptism. Social duties are those wherein any indeflnite number may
be equally engaged, at the same instant, aud upon equal terms ; notdoing
a duty correlative to the duty of another. It is here designed to make
a few plain remarks on the social duties of rehigion, as means of promoting
true religion, and an antidote against the poison of superstition and infi-
delity.  Man was made for society : he is endowed with powers and
faculties suited to social intercourse : out of society he must hide some
of his talents in the earth, and incur the displeasure of his employer. .
tis active powers which, in society, would find suitable exercise, are
when isolated, apt to break out into many irregularities. God has dis-
tributed his talents to men as he thinks proper, varying in kind and de-
gree, so that none should be independent of his brother ; but that they
should mutually help each other. While he has enjoined mutual help
as a duty, he has planted in the human mind a social principle, which
takes a peculiar pleasure in mutual enjoyments and assistances.

"To unite society closely together iu the worship of 1he Supreme Being,
attention to each of the above duties becomes necessary.  Personal re.
higion prepares for the exercise of both relative and sotial duties. “I'he
regular performances of relative dutiesis also preparanive 1 svcial duties,
strengthens personul religion, and discovers the necess:v of it.  The
social duties are the common ground on which the members of society
meet, where all distinctions are laid aside, and they recognise each othet
as members of the same body—as brethren worshipping one God, actu-
ated by the same spirit, as heirs of the saine inheritance § to obtain which
they were all redeemed by the same blood, and take pleasure in serving
the same Lord. It is in acts of sucial worship that the saints below most
resemble those above. Without a common object, and common means
wherein they would visibly unite to promote that object, they could not
be a visible society. Their object is the glory of God, in the edification
of saints, and the conversion of sinners. But these are wholly the work
of God; and he only knows by what means he will accomplish them.
No means will be useful without his blessing ; and he will bless only
those of his own appointment. When sinners are born of God, they are
inwardly cut off from the world, and grafted into Christ. When they are
baptized, they voluntarily, professedly, and visibly break off from the
world, and give themselves up unto Christ, to become members of his
hody, and subjects of his kingdem : it then becomes their duty to come
out from the world, and be separate in all acts of religion ; to unite toge-
ther as members of the same body ; and, as a united body, to hear and
obey their Lord and Master. There must be a stated time and place for
them tp meet, in order to observe social duties, As the places are many,
and a holy frame of mind is more pleasing to the Most High than a sa-
cred place, the place is left wholly to the convenience of the worshippers;
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but the first day of the weck is the stated time, which must not be neg-
lected. T'hough social duties may be performed on week days, they may
be neglected ; but on the First Day of the week THEY MUST BE OBSERVED,
God set apart that day for the exercise of social worship : on this day the
primitive disciples observed all social ordinances ; and hercin they are
our example. .

In order to perform sacial duties the disciples are commanded not ta
forsake the assembling of themselves together (Heb. x. 5) ; and on the
fiest day of the week the disciples came together to break bread (Acts
xx.7). Fromthesc and such like passages we learn that it was the stated
practice of the primitive Christians to assemble together on the first day
of the week, 1o perform all the social duties of religion. But even in
the Apostles’ times some forsook the assembling of themselves together.
On what principle they neglected this duty we are not informed ; but it
is to be deeply Iamented that many in our day follow their example of
disobedience. Some plead that though the Lord’s day tas the day ap-
pointed for meeting, it is no where said that they met every Lord’s day.
It is evident from scripture, and quoted by these objectors, that the first
day of the week was appropriated to the service of God. By comparing
the different passages which treat of primitive worship, we learn what
duties the primitive disciples performed on the day of worship. The ne-
cessary inference is that they performed those duties every first day of
the week, unless we are informed of the contrary. On the supposition
of a difference between the exercises of one Lord’s day and those of
another, the scriptures (in order to be a perfect rule) must necessarily
inform us very minutely on which days we are to assemble, and what
duties are to be performed on this day, and what on that day. Would a
minister unacquainted with the ritual of the Church of England be able
to observe the cxercises appointed for every Sabbath in the year, unless
the exercises of each Sabbath were distinctly specified in the liturgy ¢
Neither could he know the diffi-rent exercises of each Sabbath ina Church
of Christ, had they been different, unless that difference were distinctly
specified in the christian law. But the christian law contains not a hint
of such a difference ; therefore there was no difference between the ex-
ercise of one Sabbath and those of another ; or the Scriptures are an
imperfect rule, calculated to mislead. But on the supposition that the
exercises of every Sabbath were alike. there is no need of any more than
the Scriptures actually contain.  One passage informs us, they observed
ane duty ; another informs us, they performed another duty. By com-
paring the whole account, we lfearn the whele of the duties ; and know-
ing they were duties belonging to the Lord’s day, we know they obser-
ved them every Lord’s day. Thus the christian law, as it is, furnishes
us with camplete direction. This similarity in the exercises of each
Sabbath admits of a sufficient variety to prevent a dead formality. For
instance, in the duty of prayer, though every prayer is a prayer, yet flow-
ing freely from a heart duly exercised with grace, each will be suffici-
ently different from every other, and bear sufficient marks of originality
to engage the attention, and excite the devotional feelings of the wor-
shippers. It will be the same with every other duty.

Others plead that the primitive christians met for worship, only when

Vor. {V. Aa



362 THE CHRISTIAN.
r

they had properly authorized officers to lead the worship; and that
when we have not such officers, it is not our duty to meet. Whena so-
ciety of this class is without a minister, or when their minister is absent,
it is melancholy 1o see them lounging at home, gathering in clubs to talk
of the world, or frequenting the grog shops. An act of parliament, the
road act for instance, is binding onall those for whom it is made, in every
situation and circumstance, unless a provision to exempt them is made
in the act itself. Y atever the divine law enjoins on believers, is hind-
ing on believers in every possible case, unless a provision to exempt
them i3 made in the law itself. But the disciples are enjoined by the
divine law to assemble together, to observe social duties on the first day
of the week, and no promise is made 1n the law to exempt those who
have no minister ; therefore the want of a minister will not be sustained
as an exeinpting excuse, for neglecting to assemble together to perform
the social duties of religion. God requires mercy rather than sacrifice ;
therefore, those who are at too great distance from the place of meeting,
who are sick, or attending the sick, &c., are exempted. Weareto
obey God rather than man, and cease from the instruction that causeth
to err; therefore if any society bind its members without authority from
the word of God, it becomes a duty to quitit, and cease to hear its erro-
neous instructions. Many contracted and selfish people endeavor to
evade the road law. Let professors see toit, that they are not actuated
by a spirit of indifference, or trying v evade, or seeking an excuse for
disobedience.

A third class maintain that unless they feel an inward call to it,
the scripture call is not binding. Is not the Bible the word of God?
Does not God by it speak to our heart and conscience ? Must not our
heart be rebellious, and our conscience seared when we do not feel in-
wardly disposed to obey what God has revealed ashiswill 2 And the Bible
contaifis his will cencerning us ; yes, his last will and testaient, which
cannot be set aside with impunity. If we make our feelings and the
seriptures the rule of our conduet, will it not lead 1o every confusion?
The covetous, the ambitious, and the voluptuous, will agree to inake their
feelings and not the scriptures the rule of life. Buat what will be the
consequence ?  Let believers feel bound in conscience to assemble to.
gether on every first day of the week and observe the ordinances of the
gospel as laid down in the scriptures, and act accordingly, and they will
hind the advantage of it.

During the week they find it necessary, and see it their duty to pay at-
tention to their temporal concerns. How necessary soever, this may be,
and however conscientious they ‘may be in it, they find it disagreeable,
exposing them to many snares, noutishing the earthly mind, and bringing
spiritual famine and leanness upon them. Those divine subjects of

* which the worshippers treat, and those social ordinances appointed for
the Lord’s day are the food and nourishment of the new man ; intended
and calculated to refresh and invigorate the spiritual mind. The truth
of this, believers everv where can testify. With what longing desire
aond pleasing hope they iook forward 10 the approaching Sabbath, when
they shall meet with their brethren, whose trals, hopes, and enjoyments
are similar to their own. The very sight of their bretbren, as monu-
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ments of the saving, supporting, and preserving grace of God, i3 truly
encouraging to them. With hearts beating with joy and delight, they
unite in the soul animating exercises of social duties ; looking in faith
for the promised presence and blessing of their heavenly Father, and of
their Saviour Jesus Christ. Nor are they often disappointed. Possessing
full confidence tn each other, as the children of God, and brotherly love
circulating freely from heart to heart, deeply conscious of their spiritual
wants, and firmly believing the divine promises of grace to help inevery
case of need, they raise their umted earnest prayer to the Hearer of
prayer, whose fuithful, never failing promises, secure a supply of every
needful good.

Having enjoyed the fulfilment of the divine promises, animated by the
cheering hope of the gospel of peace, and greatly eacouraged by the
presence, the intercourse, and the exhortations of the brethren, they re-
turn to their families and lawful callioks with fresh vigour, and holy
resoiutions to resist the temptations of the devil, and withstand the cor-
rupting influecce of the world. A savor of the spiritual enjoyment of
the Lord’s duy, remains through the succeeding week ; keeping alive a
sense of the divine presence. and a longing dedire for a renewal of the
same precious enjoyments the following Sabbath; while the due per-
formance of personal and relative duties through the week, concur to
promote the same blessed purpose. .

‘To be a little more particular. I the duty of prayer, they do not con-
sider one as a speaker, and the restas hearers (this would convertit into
a relative duty) ; but the whole are unitedly praying, while one is em-
ployed as the mouth of his brethren, the organ of communicaling their
petitions to the Hearer of prayer. The practice of frequently addressing
the Most High keeps alive m the mind a sense of the divine presence,
of his omniscience and condescension, as the hearer and answerer of
prayer. Constantly acknowledging their depravity and guilt in the pre-
sence of the heart searching God, who hates [ip service, will increase
their sense of guilt and depravity. Acknowledging with expressions of
gratitude, the many favors they enjoy through the kindnessof the Most
High, cannot fail 1o nwaken feelings of hurnility and gratitude under -2
deep sense of the divine goodness and their own unworthiness. The
constant habit of making all their wants known toe God, pleadingthe fulfil-
ment of his gracious promises, inspires the mind with a sense of their
dependenice on God, and of his care and kindness, faithfulness, and im-
matability. Approaching him only through a Mediator, remitids them of
their sins, and of God’s hatred to sin; and makes the Mediator, through
whom God is accessible, valuable and precious in their esteems. The
whole duty represents the Deity in an amiable and engaging, and aw-
fully glorivus point of view; awakemny feelings of shame and self-
abasement ; and also insptring affection and confidence, reverence, and
holy fear in regard to the Great Jehovah. ‘This is promoting genuine
religion. .

The duty of praise is among the most soiemn and sacred of duties.
It is the only duty which,except in point of perfection, continues the same
through the countless ages of eternity in heaven. This is not meant
to apply to the prestilution of the ordinance, by employing a band
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of ungodly people who learn vocal music by rule, but whose understanding
is durkness, whose will is perverse, whose conscience is seared, aug
whose affections aie sensual, to perform the duty of singing fur the
church—a practice extiemely absurd, not to say impious. What is bete
meant is the delightful exercise of a society of believers uniting togethe,
in heart and voice, to ascribe all praise and glory to God, and to the
Lamb. Of all duties this is the most pleasing and engaging, and the
most calculated to awaken and exalt the devotional feeiings—not by a
false excitement, out by directing the attention to the Divine perfections.
The various subjects of praise, as all the Divine attributes displayed in
every point of view, in the works of creation, providence, and redemp-
tion, eniarge the view of the worsluppers respecting the Divine excel-
lencies, and respecting their relation to G..d, dependence upon him, and
obligations to him. I'o have the attention atiracted to these subjects,
the urderstanding enlightened Yespecting them, while the afiections are
engaged by them, is to have true religion promoted in the heart. The
duty of praise promotes this.

The Lord’s Supper, called the communion by way of eminerce, is a
very comforting, edifying ordinance. It is intended exclusively for the
disciples of Jesus; that in observing it they may call to remembrance his
unspeakable love, in giving his body to be broken, and his blood to be
shed for them’; while their union one to another as members of the one
body, is significantly exhibited by their being partakers of the one loaf
and all drinking of the cup of blessing, both which they divide among
themselves. Conscious of their awful guilt, they could have no hope
towards God, had not the load of guilt been laid on the Divine Re.
deemer. Hisdying for them constitutes the foundation of all their hopes
and prospects for eternity. Christ crucified is symbolically set before
them in this ordinance, while their living by the faith of him is figuratively
exhibited by their partaking of the symbols of his flesh and blood. How
gladly will the friends of Jesus obey his dying commands : those whom
he loved and redeemed by his blood, commemorate bis dying love ; those
who cannot live a day but by the faith of bim, who are members of one
body, exhibit their union in the way appointed by their Lord and Master.
Their Saviour’s dying command, the appointed memorial of his dying
love, of that wonderful transaction on which their hopes of heaven de-
pend, the representation of the union of Christ’s mystical body, that
which exhibits the whole plan of salvation, which points directly to Cal-
vary, where all the Divine attributes shine forth in giorious harmony, in
accomplishing the eternal happiness of condemned sinners. Every con-
sideration makes it valuable as an ordinance of God, and disposes the
believer cheerfully to perform the duty. No wonder that the observance
of this above every other duty should be the end of believers coming
together on the firsiday of the week; for every thing dear and valuable,
wonderful and glorious, were called to their remembrance, in the obser-
vance ofthis ordinance. Christ said, ** This is my body broken for you;”
« This is my blood shed for you; take, eat, drink ye all of it ; this do n
remembrance of me.” Here is an absolute, unconditional command,
given to the disciples, on the broad fooung of their being the persons for
whom he died ; obedience to which 1s suspended on no condition or
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if whatesci, and cauput be neglected with impunity fur want of any
thing the divine law has not expiessly declared to be essential to . It
is> a crime of no small magnitude 10 prevent the disciples fiom ubserving
this comfurting ordinance, by imposing a law where Christ has.imposed
noue , nay, in direct vppusition to his express command, already quoted ;
makiug esseutial 1o the ordinance, what Christ never intimated to be
so . thus in maoy cases making void the dying command of Jesus by a
mere hunian requirement.  1f the unworthy pariaker eat and drink judg-
meat to lumself, so also the sacrifice of the wicked is abomination to the
Lord, and he who believeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath
of Gad abide:h on him? But who is the wonhy partaker ? He who is
conscious of his depravity and guilt, who trusts in Chrisi alone for salva.
tiun, who delights to do his perfect will, and observes the ordinance in
cbedience tu the diviue command, and lovking for the divine blessing.
Not thuse who worship it as God, or who regard it with a superstitious
veneration, or who go through a course of fuimal preparation, thinking
the cfficacy of it depends on certain preparations unknown in the Scrip-
tures as preparations for the supper. Children are often more pleased
with some little rarities, than with their ordinary food ; but their health,
gruwili aud nourishment (though they think not so) depend more upon
their ordinary food than upon all the sweet surities that could be given
them. The supper, on account of its rarity, pleases thuse who take it
a few limes in a year vastly well ; but their spiritual life would be much
more promoted if, like the primilive disciples, they took it every Lord’s
duy. Gospel ordinances are to the Gospel itself what a good map isto
tlie history of the country described on the map : they both promote the
sume end, by mutually throwing light on each otirer. My sheet has just
room fur me to subscribe myself, your’s to serve, PuiLo VERITAS.

LECTURES TOCHILDREN.
BY JOHN TODD.

LECTURE Vi.
JESUS CREIST TASTING DEATH.

Jesus—who, by the grace of God, should taste death for évery man-—Heb. ii. 9.

[r I should speak about figurative language, 1 wonder if these chil-
dren would know what I mean ?  Some, no doubt, would. But lest all
cuuld not understand it, I will tell you what I mean. If Ishould walk
out with une of these children, on some fair aud beautiful morning, and
see the bright sun, and the trees full of blossoms, and the ground covered
with green grass, and hear the birds sing, I might stop and say to my lit-
e friend, ** How pleasani! The very fieldssmile?” By this I should
not mean that the fields have eyes, and a mouth, and a face, anéd can
simile, just as we do. But this is figurative language. So when the
Bible says, ** The sea saw God, and was afraid,” it means the waters
rolled back, and wen.a' ay, justas a man would runawa, wheu Le was
ufiaid. 'This is figurative langude. The sea rolled back, just as if it
were afraid. The fields look pleasant, just as a man does when he
smiles. i

Now, see if you cannot understand this beautiful text. In the times
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when the Bible was written, they used to put men to death, who had
broken the laws, in different ways. Some were stoned to death. Some
were drowned. But one very common way was, to'make them take a
cup and drink what was in it. "This cup used to have poisonin it. The
condemued man drank it, and in a few moments was dead. In this way,
Socrates, one of the best heaghens that ever lived, and put to death un-
justly, died. ¢ The fatal cup was brought. Socrates asked what was
necessary for him 10 do. ¢ Nothing more,” replied the servant, ¢ than, as
soon as you have drank it, to walk about 1ill you find your legs grow
weary, and afierwards lie down pon your bed.’ Ide 100k up the cup
without any emotion or change in his color or countenance—and then
drank off the whole draught with an amazing tranquility.”

Now, this text represents ‘all men as guilty of crime, and jusly
condemned to die. 1t is just as i all were shat up in prison, and doomed
to drink, each a cup full of poison. Just suppose the prison doors to be
opened, and the poor men all brought out and placed in a long row, and
each man holding a cup of poison in his hand, which he must drink.
Then, at that moinent, Jesus Christ comes along, and pities the poor
guilty prisoners, and goes slowly along, takes each cup out of the band,
and drnks it himself! ‘T'his is drinking, or * tasting death for every
man.” This is just as if Carist had done so for sinners, ‘This is figu-
rative language ; but yeu now understand it, and whenever you read
over this delightful text, you will know it means, that Christ died for sin-
pers, and thus saved them from hell, just as he would save the poor
prisoners, if he should drinlt the cup of poison for each one!l

You know how mercies may come to people sometumes, not on their
own account, but on the account of others. 'To make 1his plain :—The
children of Isruel all sinned against God in the wilderness, and'God was
about to kill them all. But Moses went and prayed for them ; and Geod
heard his prayers, and spared the wicked Hebrews for the sake of Moses.
When Joseph was sold a slave in Egypt, God blessed his master, and
blessed all Egypt for the sake of Joseph. And men who are guilty, and
who deserve to die, can somelimes be forgiven for the sake of others,
who are not guilty. This 1 will iry to make plan to you.

Suppose, in one of your walks, vou go into the court-house, while the
court are doing their business. You go in, and find the great room full
of people. A young man has just been tried for commilting .an awiul
crime. The lawyers have Jdone pleading for kim, and he is proved to
be guilty. He must die : and he has now been brought into the court
to hear the sentence of death. The judge nises up with a paper in his
hand, on which the sentence.is written. He looks towards the young
man, and says,

 Young man, the court have found you guilty. Isthere any reason
why the sentence of death should not now be pronounced upon you ?”

‘The young tman rises up. His hands are clasped together in agony.
The sheriff stands close by him, so that he shall not escape. Hestands
a moment, and the tears fall fast from his cheeks. He falters,—and
then speaks:— :

“ Sir, { have to thank you for the kind manner in which I have been
tried. [ deserve to die, and, for myself, 1 cannot, and I do not, ask for
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life. But, sir, far away from this; in a remote corner of the country,
there is a high mountain rising up towards heaven. At the foot of that
mountain is a beautiful meadow, with a sweet little brooi winding through
it.  On the banks of that brook, and just at the foot of the mountain,
stands a litile cottage, under the lofty e¢'ms that hung over it. And
there I spent my boyhood. The stream was never dry, and the mea-
dows were always green. There | lived, gay as the lark which flew
over my head ; and in that cotinge there lives an old worn out soldier,
who fought and bled for his country. You cun remember how you and
he fought side by side, and how he once saved the life of his general, as
the risk of his own. He is an old man; his hair is grey ;——he leans
upor: a staff when he walks. And beside him sits a feeble woman.
They are my fatier and my mother. At their feet sit my two liule
sisters, who, every night, go to the little window, and stand and waich as
long as they can see, in hopes to see me return. For, when | left my
home, and my father laid his hand on my head, and prayed for me, and
my mother wept her blessing over me, and my sisters hung upon my
arm, I promised to return again, and be the comfort, the stay, and the
staff of that family. And now, sir, when I am gone,—when I am cut
off with all the sins of my youth fresh upon me,—the tidings will go back
to that distant cottage, and the news will kill that old man, my father,
and that aged woman, my mother. Yes, they will sink down in sorrow
to the grave ; and my orphan sisters will be turned outupon a world whese
chanties will be cold towards the sister of one who died on the gallows.
Oh, sir, how can I die, and bury that family in ruin!  Oh, save me, for
the sake of that old soldier, who shed his blood freely for his couutry,
and that mother, whose prayers will cover your head as lpng as she lives,
and those sisters, who will never lie down without praying for you! For
my sake, I dare not ask life ; but for lkeir sakes, [ ask and entreat it1"

‘The bumane judge is moved ; he isa father, and he weeps. Hesays,
¢ Young man, I cannot pardon you. I must pass the sentence of the
law upon you. ButI will commend you to the governor, who has the
power to pardon you. [ will tell him your story, and I hope, for the
sake of that old soldier, your father, he will perhaps pardon you; but
till his niind is known, you are condemned.”

Now follow the good judge. He goes to the governor. He states
the case, the crime, the guilt of the youth. He also states the situation
of the old father whose only son is condemned 1o the gallows. The go-
vernor listens. His heart, too, is moved, and he pardons the young man, ~
and sends him home, not because he deserved pardon, but for the sake of
his father’s family. This, now, isa plain case, where a man may receive
pardon for the sake of another. Just so, for the sake of Jesus Christ,
men may bs pardoned by God, and prepared for heaven. In this way
have more good people gone to heaven than we could count-——a multitude
from every nation undet heaven.

But perhaps I should here ask you o question. If €hrist died for all
men, tasted death for every man, will every man, of course, go to heg.-
ven? I answer, No: not of course. Let me show you how it 1s.
At Boston they have built a great and beautiful house for sick people to
be carried to, in order to be taken care of, and cured. It is cal'ed &



368 THE CHRISTIAN.

hospital. It is built for the use of every man in Massachusetts—:f he
«chooses to go toit. It is so that any person who wishes may go there and
enjoy its accommodations. Now, if any body does not feel sick, he
need not go there. He may be sick at home, if he chooses. Still he
has a right to go tothe hospital. It was built forevery body. So Christ
died for all men, and is ready to save all men; but if any do not feel
their need of him, or if they chouse to go somewhere else for pardon,
they can,.and of course, they are not saved by Christ.

Suppose I am a rich man,and I build a great huuse, and call it the house
for blind people ; and print it in all the newspapers, that the house is all
ready and complete, and that every blind child in the land, may come
and live in it ; that I will give Wim food and clothing, will have him in-
structled, and will even cure him of his blindness. But I have one con-
dition ; and that is, that all the blind children who shall come shall behave
well, and be good children, and obey all the rules of the house. This
would be a house for all the blind in the land. But wouldall come to it?
No. Some wouvld say, they do not wish to be taught. Andsome would
say, they do not wish to be cured ; they had as lief be blindas not. And
thus there might be multitudes who are blind, but who receive no good
from my house. Just so with meu in regard to Jesus Christ. All may
go to him and be saved ; but alt will not choose to go; and none will be
saved except those who go to him, and who obey him.

But wilt God, perhaps you ask, provide for all, and yet all not receive
salvation? Will he lay afoundation for a great church, and yet set only
a small building on it? Ireply to you, that God has provided a Saviour,
who is able and willing to save all men ; and yet he will save none but
those who break off from sin, and obey him. What child necds to have
me tell him that Ged provides many blessings whichall do not enjoy,
though all might, if they choose? He has created sunshine enough for
all. But some are so wicked that they had rather be thieves, and go to
steal in the night, and sleep when the sun shines. Still there is light
enough for all, if all choose to use it. So, also, God has crealed water
enough to supply every thirsty man on earth; but same choose not to
drink it; they had rather drink some strongdrink, which destroys them.
But there is water enough, and it is there fault if they do not uvse it.
Doés any man ever say that God could not and did not write the Bible ?
or that God has not appointed and blessed the holy Sabbath, because so
many people choose to break the Sabbath, and waste it? No. In all
these cases, we Lnow that God has, in mercy, provided these blessings,
and then left men to do as they please about enjoying them. -

Itis just so with the salvation by Jesus Christ. It is as free as the water
which flows from the clouds; but, then, men may do as they please
about going to Christforit. He healed every sick man who came to him,
when he was on the earth; butif any were sick,and did not go te him,
or send to him, such he did not heal.

I have almost done this lecture. But T want to say a word more to these
dear children, and to say, if I can, such a thing, and in such a maanner,
that they will rot forget it. What I wish to say is this, that it ts very
wrong not to love Jesus Christ for his mercy in tasting death for every
man.
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Noyv, suppose I should say to you, ¢ Children, I am now going totell
vou a story about myself'; aund the siory is this. Just suppuse it true.
1 was once out on the great waters, far aut upon the ocean, in a large
ship, going to the Indies. On one fine morning, another ship came in
sight, and bent her course so as to come straight towards us. We were
afraid of her, and so ne hoisted up every sail we could, in order 10 get
away. Batshe gained upon us, and we could not escape. So she sailed
up to us; a great ship, full of men, and guns, and swords. ‘They took us
all, and carried us to thewrcountry, aud put irons on our hands and on
our feet, and stripped off our clothes, and sold us in the market for slaves,
just gs they would catle. I was bought by a cruel, wicked man, who
almost starved me, and who used to whip me every day till the blood
ran down my back. So llived for years. ‘t'he news ac length reached
my native place. And then the richest and the best man in the whole
country, and one whom I had always treated uuhindly, heard of my con-
dition, He felt for nie. At once he sold his house, his lands, and every
thing he had, and took all he had in the world, and went into that dis-
tant country, ‘o buy me out of s'avery.  When he got there, he told what
he wantcd. My master would vot sell me.  ‘The good man offered all
s money, and to become poor himsell, No,—my master would not
take s Atidast, the good man offered 1o Lecome a slave himsell, if 1
might be set atliberty.  The offor wus accepted. I had the irons tuken
off from my bands and put on his ; and the stripes which I had received
were laid upon him. T saw hun a poor slave, und knew that he hag left
home and friends, and had bocome a slave, to buy my freedom ! f came
home to my fiwends, where 1 bave a home and so inany blessings.  And
nos | forget that friead who becamea slave inmy pluce. 1 never speak
of himy Lnever wiite 1o bun, never thank him; never have tried to love
hrnortns fiicads?  Isnot this ungrateful 2 Is it not wrong and sinful ?
And hove 1 not got a very wiched heart 2% )

Now, just sec how this appiies o us.  We were all taken and made
sitves by sin.  We were all i bondage, and all ruined. Jesus Christ
was in heaven, with the Father.  His eye pitied us.  Ile was rich, and
had all in Leaven for his ewny but he became u poor man. For our
saies, he became poor.  lle came, like an ange!, on the wings of love,
dowu to thisworld, where we poorslaves live.  He would buy us.  And
he bought us by becoming a curse for us; bought us, *“ not with cor-
vuptible things, as with sidver and gold,” bat by his own precious blood.
~ The Lord hath laid on him the miquity of us all, and by his stripes
we are healed.”  Ought we not to love Jesus Chuist, and that, too, witn
ail the heart? ] :

Christ died for us while we were enemies.  The great and the good
John Howard went all over urope to visit the prisons and to do good
to the poor prisoners.  When he enteied a prison, the prisoners would
frequently go the whole length of iheir chain, to fall a1 I1s feet and bless
him. But they were not his enemics, nor did he die for them. But
Chiist died for us, while we were encmies. What a love is this!
What a Saviour is Let ¢ What hick ye of Christ,’ my dear children ?
Should you notat nnce begin todo, and continue to do, these four things ?

1. Think about J~sus Christ every day, in your own heart.

Vou. LV. Bb
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2. Read about Christ in the Bible, and try to know as much about
him as you possibly can.

3. Think how little you have thought of him, or cared for him, and be
humbled and truly sorry. .

4. Give him your love, your heart, your life, your all. Amen.

REAVDING THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES.

DEar Sir—About a year since I was reluctantly led to one of your
meetings. Anaunt for whom | had great respect, at whose house [ was
then on a visit, a great admirer of your writings, compelled me to attend
a night meeting at the villa of *Squire G n. My Presbyterian mo-
ther had so often warned me of your errors, that [ went to hear you with
the most firm resolution not to attend to any thing you might say—in
fact, not to hearyouat all. I would not join in singing, nor rise in the
time of prayer. Istrove to think about other things—scenes afar off,
that T might not be polluted with your * foolish notions.”

But in an instant after you read the chapter from which you spoke, I
was all attention. Before I knew what 1 was thinking about, I was in-
terested in the subject. And if my salvation had rested upon forgetting
the following remarks you made upon reading the writings of the Apos-
tles, 1 should doubtless be lost forever ; for never did I get them out of
my mind until I made the experiment: and now it appears impossible
for me ever to forgel them.

You said—* If any one were to ask you how true and saving faith is
to be obtained, you would tell him to read the memoirs of Jesus Christ,
written by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, one book at a time, with
their references to the Old Testament; and so often in succession, until
he could satisfactorily say that it was a cunningly devised fable, or most
certainly true. If he came to the conclusion that it was most uuques-
tionably true, then he had true and saving faith, if he would follow it up.

‘“If, then, he asked you how he might acquire a full knowledge of the
gospel, and what he himself should do to be saved 2> you would tell him
to read the Acts of the Apostles carefully through, and so often as was
necessary to his understanding what the Apostles taught every one to do.
If, again, he wished to know what authors he must read, that he might
have an accurate knowledge of the whole christian religion in all its bear-
ings and tendencies, he mustread the letters of Paul, Peter, John,James,
and Jude.”

You complained of the general ignorance of the scriptures which pre-
vailed, and of the tendencies of all human systems to promote ignorance
of that book ; and after bewailing the intractability of this perverse ge.
neration, you closed that part of your discourse by saying that * the
largestdemand you had ever made upon any hearer who wished to de-
cide between you and the teachers of human opinions, was to read the
Acts of the Apostles once through every day for sevep days; and if on
the evening of the seventh day, when he had seriously reflected upon
the whole sayings and doings of the Apostles, he did not discover that
the ancient gospel and order of things were wholly different from the
modern goSpels and arrangements of creeds and formularies, you would
say you kriew nothing about religion.”
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This not only pierced my heart, but stuck in 1t like a barbed arrow.
Soon as | went home I laid oft’ one week for reading the Acts of the
Apostles (for I believed in Jesus before) ; and after reading it sevem
times, accompanied with prayers to the Father of Lights, I found no rest
until I was immersed in my Saviour’s death; and, m truth, I can now
set my seal to your representaiion of it: for the gospel and its religion
are to me almost as new as if [ had never before heard any thing about
Jesus Christ till within a few months past.

Wishing that my experience may be of some use to others, you may,
if you think proper, publish this with my inttials. Magy Axn T,

Editor Millennial Hurbinger.

« A FRIEND OF MISSIONS,” TO THE EDITOR OF THE
BAPTIST « VISITOR.”

{7 The following article, from a tried friend of missions, has been
mislaid for several weeks. We hope the Missionary Board in whose
immediate province these islands are situated, will in their appropriation
have a special regard to their spiritual destitution.—Ed. of the Visitor.

Mz. Epitos—1 wish through your paper to invite the attentior: of the
Missionary Board to the destitute circumstances of the inhabitants of the
Islands of the Bay of Fundy, as it regards religious privileges. Deer
Island contains about eight hundred inhabitants, without any stated in-
structions in the word of righteousness, from any denominaton of Chris-
tians. ‘There are several of the people who are warmly attached to your
views of Bible truth, and have erected, some time since, a commadious
place for the worship of God. Alithough no church has been hitherto
formed in the place, yet many of us have been baptized by your mission-
aries in former years. Qur position we know is not a scriptural one ;
yet what can we do while deprived of a man who would be competent
1o teach,us the way of‘the Lord more perfecily, and place usin the order
which the word of God enjoins? Brother Walker’s visits have been on
former occasions very acceptable and profitable to the people in general ;
and should any of the Board appoint lum for a monih or two, good might,
through the blessing of God be accomplished.

Grand Manan is an island of considerable extent, numbering about
one thousand five hundred inhabitants, and presents an invitng field of
labor for any one who would feel it in his heart to labor for the good of
souls. A church has been planted here some years since, but through
various unhappy influences which have befallen them, they have lost
their visibility as a church; yet if a minister could visit them, and guide
them more fully in the knowledge of the good way of the Lord, many of
them would be undoubtedly reclaimed from their present indifference
and sin. There are many of them willing to contribute of their earthly
things to maintain the ordinances of religion among them, and shouid
the right man be sent to them the funds of your Board would be but
little diminished.

Campo Bello is another place which should claim your attention.
Every encouragement has been given to those ministers who have visited
the place. Several have been baptized here, but were not formed 1nto a
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church. How long, dear bréthren, will the ery of the inhabitants of the
Isles come to the ears of the Baptist churches of New Brunswick and no
efforts be made to help them ? A Freno 1o tome Missioxs.

REMARKS.

THE above from the * Christian (Baptist) Visitor,” we eopy entire—
editorinl introductory and commendatory notice and all! If this isa
specimen of ¢ Home Mission™ reports, it behoves the readers of the
Visitor to make large allowances in giving credit to statements coneeruing
the destitution of many places; for, certain it is, that a greater number
of false—absolulely fulse—statements could not be crowded into the
compass of a short article ! And this from * a tried fiiend of missions ! 1"
Who this ¢ friend” is it is difficult to determive. Is it possible thata
man professing godliness will deliberately write what he knew, when
penning it, to be as far from the truth as hight from darkness!

T writein a great mecasure from my own personal knowledge, and from
the testimony of those with whom | bave becn acquainted more than
twenty years, when | coniradict the abuve by a statement of 1he ful-
lowing facts.

‘This * tried friend of missions™ says, * No church has hitherto been
formed in the place!” There have been {wo churches in existence,
holding meetings almost constantly, and aitending to the ordinance of
the Lord’s supper occasionally, for (rom ten to twenty years; and every
religious mun who had spent one week en Deer Island, had all the
means of knowing this. ‘T'he preachers instrumental in forming these
churches were of the Free Christian Raptist denomination. Elders G.
W. Kilton and Hosea Smith first collected the obedient believers into
churehes, and since then there have been many of the same society who
have labored there. I have several times preached there, and so have
Elders Howard, Thomas, and others.  As late as the carly part of 1844
Elder Thomas immersed between sixty and seventy there ina few
weeks! I am not accurately informed, but I am of opinion that of the
800 inhabitants, there cannot be less than 200 baptized believers. A
devout, self-denying proclaimer of the Gospel resides o the Island, and
so far as he is able teaches the way of the Lord to the people. 'The
honest plainness that characterises his addresses may not be pleasing to
some ; but were many of the laborers in the Home Mission to take a
few lessons of him in self denial and self sacrifice for the truth’s sake,
they would give stronger proof than they do of love for the souls of men.
I know not how many favor the Ancient Gospel as proclaimed by us.
Although there have not been enough to induce either of the churches to
meet every Lord’s day to break the loaf and to keep all the ordinances
of God’s house ; yet I know from the reception the heralds of the Apos-
tolic Gospel meet with, they are nota few. Andlam credibly informed
that until some unauthorized preachers, alike destitute of scriptural
knowledge and moral character, visited them—notwithstanding the bre-
thren did not altogether agrec in relation: to the design of baptism—theyv
weré a happy united people. I hazard nothing in the assertion, that for
devotion to truth and righteousness they would bear a fuvorable compa-
sison with the same number of Baptist professors i any part of Charloty
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eounty—if notin the Provinee. Their kindness and liberality have been
severnl times experienced by missionary ‘Valker ; and, as his flock in
St. George. pay him but for two thirds of his time, hie offers to devote the
other third to supply the * spiritual destitution” of these people at the
low rate of ficenty pounds a year!! Benevolent—self denying preacher
truly ! .

2. Again: this “ {riend of missiods™ says, that the pcople * warmly
attached™ 10 Baplist * views of Bible truth, have erected a commodious
place for the worship of God.” It is true that in the * npper” part of
the Island a house has been erected ; but that uny one favorable to the
views of Calvinistic Baptists contributed any thing 1owards its erection,
is not true—not a word of it. 'I'he neighborhood in which this house is
situated offers an enviable location for some one who can expand and
dhlate his conscience to please the people. This friend of missions has
doubtless enjoyed their hospitality, and covets the position as a missionary
at a salarv of secen doliars per week!

3. “ Many of us have been baptized by your missionaries in former
yea s How many?  Mr. Walker baptized three some ycars since !
One of them certainiy, if not all, are as far from the docirines of Mr.
Wallker and his little creed book, which he is trying to thrust into the
hands of those who listen atteatively to him, as is ihe conductor of The
Christion.

4. The statements in relation to Grand Manan are ahout on a par with
those coucerning Deer island. 1 was there in 1840. There was then
a flourishing Free Christian Baptist society of about eighty members,
holding their meetings regularly. They gave me an autentive hearing.
They too were a happy, united people, untit the Baptist Home Missionary
society of Nova Scotia sent over ovne of their preachers, who, finding
some old Baptists that had removed thither from other places, and some
excluded from the Christians, formed them nto a Baptist church : this,
more than any thing else, in my opinion, was the cause of the spiritual
destitution on Grand Manan. ‘This was the society concerning which
the ¢ fried friend of missions™ says (so grammatically 1), “ A church
has been planted here some years since”—* they have lost their visi-
bility.”  And what else coyld have been expected of a church formed
under such circumstances! ¢ They that sow tp the flesh shall reap
corruption.” ”

5. The * tried friend of missions” ought also to have informed his
readers, in reference 1o Campo Bello, that the Nova Scotia Missionary
society, sent a Rev. Mr. —. to this island many years since, by whom a
church was constitated : he found a tnited, warm hearted little company.
and spread the seeds of discord and scuism, and left them. Such has
been the result of Baptist missions on these Islands. And if 1 could
speak to every one of the people | would say sueh I believe will be the
frait of any fature effort. Intelligent, warm-hearted preachers of the
Free Christian Baptists, who fear God and hate covetousness (.{ such
can be found), would unite most of the people. The great mass are not
sufficiemly advanced in Bible knowledge to form efficient congregations
on the principles of the Apostolic churches : but [ hope it will not long
l:c the ease.
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In conclusion [ would add, that although the Editor of the Visitor (Mr.
Very) was waited upen by one of the inhabitants of Deer Island, and re-
quested to give the name of the writer of the article under consideration,
he utterly refused to do so. 'These -are the leaders of the Baptists!
These are the men that give tone to their system of proselytism! Men
who will preach and publish any thing that will give their preachers in.
fluence and & good salary, and then hide themselves behind their Re-
verend titles or some fictitious name. Men who will be as smooth and
as honied to your face as Joab, calling you brother, and at the same time
ready, dagger in hand, to ruin your reputation. W. W. E

December 1, 1848,

“Truth ever lovely since the world began;
The foe of tyrants, and the friend of mau,”"—CaMPBELL.
TaurH.~Truth courts investigation, but arror shrinks from scrutiny.
Truth fears no evils from the most rigid examinaticn, but error always
fears the conseguences. Truth is immutable ; and will stand criticism.
‘Truth, like its author, is eternal, and will exist amidst the wreck of
matter and the crash of worlds ; while error will be swept away with
the refuge of lies. The more you examine the truth, like gold, the
brighter it shines. 'Truth is never tarnished by iuspection, but discovers
the more splendour. Any system which shrinks from scrutiny discovers
corruptions in its premises, and is unworthy the attention of an intelligent
mind. A certain writer has said, with the utmost propriety : ¢ He that
will not reason is a bigot ; he that cannot reason is a fool ; and he ihat
dares not reason is a slave."— Western Citizen.
Seize upon trath, where'er "tis found—
Among your friends, among your foes:
On christian, or on heathen ground,

The flower’s divine where’er 1t grows,
Refuse the prickles, und resuine the rose.

ProcrasTiNaTION.—Sir Walter Scott, writing to a_friend who had
obtained a situation, gave him this excellent advice :-—~Doinstantly what.
aver is to be done, and take the hours of recreation after business, never
before it. When a regiment is under march, the rear is often thrown
into confusion, because the front do not move steadily and without inter-
ruption. It is the same thing with business ; if that which is first in
hand is not instantly, steadily and regularly despatched, other things ac-
cumulate behind, until affairs begin to press all at once, and no human
brain can stand the confusion. Pray mind this : this is a habit of mind
which is very apt to debase men of intellect and talent, especially when
their time is not regularly filled up, and is lefi to their own arrangement.
But it is like the ivy round the oak, and ends by limiting if it does not
destroy, the power of manly and necessary exertion. I must love a man
so well, to whom I offer such advice, that [ will not apologise for it, but
expect ta hear that you are become as regular as a Dutch clock—hours,

uarters, minutes, all marked and appropriated. This is a great case in
léfe, and must be played with all skill and caution.—Lockkart's Life of
cott.
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RESTORATION OF THE ANCIENT ORDER OF TIINGS.
No. XIlI.
THE BISHOP'S OFFICE—No. 1.

A Bisuor without a charge or cure, is like a husband without a wife,
a contradiction in sense, if not in terms. There must be sheep before
there can be a shepherd, and there must be n congregation before there
can be un overseer. There must be work to be done before there is oc-
casion for a workman. ¥rom all which it is plain there must exist a
congregation of disciples before there is any office, officer, call, ordina-~
tion, or charge concerning them. A bishop without & congregation, a
president without a people, a teacher without pupils, is like an eye with-
out a head, a tongue without a mouth, a hand without a body. From
these incontestible dictates of comman sense, if there were not a hint in
the Oracles of Heaven upon the subject, it would appear that the exis- -
tence of bishops or overseers was, in the order of nature, in the order of
reason, in the order of God, posterior to the existence of churches or
congregations. But the apostolic writings are as plain as the diciates of
common sense upon this subject. They teach us that the office of bi-
shops was the last thing instituted, or in other words, that the apostles
and evangelists, had fulfilled their commission, i. e. had proclaimed the
gospel, made disciples, baptized them, convened them, and taught them
the christian doctrine, before they suggested to them the necessity, utility
and importance of the office of a bishop. ‘Thus we find the apostles in
their subsequent or last visits to the congregations which they had planted,
instituting, appointing, and giviog direciions concerning the bishop’s
office.

From these premises it must follow thut, as the enlisting of soldiers is
previous to their training ; the making of disciples, to teaching them ;
the gathering of congregatious, to setting them in order ; necessarily the
bishop’s work is difterent from that of a missionary, a preacher, an evan-
gelist, in the New Testament import of these terms. That the work of
a bishop is different from every other work requisite to forming a con-
gregation is self-evident from one fact, viz: That this work or office did
not originate uniil congregations exisled.

How congregations first came into existence, is one question; how
they are 10 be brought into exisience now, is another question ; and what
is a christian bishop, or his work, is a question essentially distinct from
both. To arrive at clear and distinct views on any subject, we must
simplify, not confound ; we must take one topic at a time; we must
view itin all its bearings, and still keep it separateand distinct from every
other.

We are now on the bishop’s office, as presented to us in the primitive
congregations, and not the question how these congregations were ga-
thered then, nor how congregations are to be gathered now. On these
guestions we have dropped some hints already, and may hereafter be
more diffuse. We begin with a congregation such as that in Antioch,
or that in Ephesus. ‘The apostles and evangelists had converted, bap-
tized, and convened the disciples in those places, had opened to their
minds the christian doctrine. In process of time they had so far pro-
gressed in this docirine, as to be able to edify one another ; some, as in



378 THE CHRISTIAN.

all societies, progressed fuster and farther than others.  Some wero bets
ter qualified to preside, to rule, and to teach, than othiers ; and the con-
stitution of man as an individual, and of men 1n society, is such as to re-
quire, for the sake of intelligence, order, peace, hurmony, and general
good, that there be persons set apart or appointed tu certun funclions,
which are necessary to the good of the whole associate body. The ex-
igencics of the congregations required tlus, both with regard to them-
selves and 1o others  Thus originated the bishop’s office.

‘The vature of the bishop’s office may be learnt either from the exigen-
cies of the congreguiions, or from the qualifications by which the apos-
tles have designated bishops.  The qualifications whicli tlie bishop must
possess show what was expected from him.  These qualifications are of
two soris, such as respect the work to be done by the bishop ; und, se-
coudly, such as respect the diguity of character wlich his prominence in
the christiap congregation behoves him 1o possess.  ‘The former are those
which some call gifts, or talents, of the ivtellectual order ; the latter ave
endowmeats puarely moral or religivus. ‘Those with which we areat
present concerned arc of the intellectual order. These are comprised
under two general heads, viz. teaching and presiding.  He must be qua-
lified 1o teach, and be able by sound teaching both 10 convince and ex-
hort those who oppuse the truth.  ITe must feed the flock of God with
all those provisions which thei exigencies require, or with which God
has furnished them in the christian institution.  He must preside well.
He is from office the standing president of the congregation ; and stbeing
requisite that he should be oue that presides well m Lis own Liouschold,
plualy imports what 1s expecied from him in the chiri='ian congregation.

In our ordinary .nectings, according to the prevai'uyy vider 1 our con-
gregations, we have nonced ofa préesident—we only c¢usite and need an
ora'or.  Ilence we have often bern asked, what aie we to understand
by a bishop’s ruling or presiding well ? I have generally rephed (per-
haps rather satirically) that the ancient congregauous were tut su weli
Lred as the modern; that they were apt to ask questions, and propose
difficultics ; aud some arose t address their brethren in the way of ad-
monition and exhortation ; but that we Aimericans were a well bred
peopie, had studied the etiquette of geutlity in our mectings ; and that
uur bishops needed not the qualifications of a president of a family, tribe,
or comunity, no more than the president of the United Stues wanted
a life guard in these peaceful times, or a shepherd a stafl’ to guard his
shirep when wolves and dogs were extinet.

lu what are called * meetings of business,” once a month. of once a
quarter, there is some apprelicnsion that a president or ¢ modcratal”
may be necessavy, and the first thing done is to elect or appoint oue;
never considering or viewing the bishop as any more president from of-
fice than any other member, a positive and explicit proof that even the
idea of presiding well is not so much as attached to the bishop’s office
in these limes, amongst the Baptists too.

A congregation of disciples, which is modeled upon the New Testa-
ment, will find that presiding well, is just as indispensable as teaching
well, and that the prolibition of novitiates, or young incxperienced dis-
ciples, from the bishop’s office, is as wisce a provision as any other in the
christian institution.
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The bishop of « christian congregation will find much to do that never
euters into the wdea of a modern preacher or * minister.”” The duties
he is to discharge to Christ’s flock in the capucity of teacher and presi-
dent, will engross much of his time and attentisn. Therefore the idea
of remuneration for his services was attached to the office from its first
institution.  This is indisputably plain, not only from the positive com-
mands delivered to the congregations, sut from the hints uttered with a
reference to the office itself.  YWhy should it be so much as hinted that
the bishops were not to take the oversight of the flock ¢ for the sake of
sordid gain,” if no emolument or remuneration was attached tothe office !
The abuses of the principle have led many to oppose even the principle
itsclf. We havesaid much against the hireling system, and see no ground
as yet to refrain ; so long as the salvation of the gospel, the conversion
of the world, and heaven uself, are articles of traffic, and in the market,
like othercommodities, accessible to the highest bidder. The motto over
the spiritual warehouses is, * The highest bidder shall be the pureha-
ser.”  And we are persnaded by a hundred venal prints, that if the
churck had the bank of the United States, that of London, and Paris, it
could, in twenty years, convert the whole world, with the exception of
a few millions of reprobates. 1 say while such is the spirit breathed
from the pulpit and from the press, there exist ten thousand good rea-
sons for hfting up our voices like a trumpet, crying aloud, and sparing
not.

But to discriminate on this subject, and to exhibit where, and when,
the ifireling system begins ; to graphically define, bound, and limit, be-
vond the power of cavil, on the one haud, and abuse on the other, has
appeered to be a desideratum.  While on the sulject we shall make one
cffort bere, subject to future and farther amendments, as circumstances

,may require. -

A hireling is one wha prepares himself for the office of a * preacher”
or * minister,”’ as a mechanic learns a trade, and who ohtains a license
from a congregation, convention, presbytery, pope, or diocesan bishop,
as a preacher or minister, and agrees by the day or sermon, month or
vear, for a stipulated reward. This definition requires explanation.
That such, however, is a hireling, requires little demonstration. He
learns the art and mystery of making a sermon, or a prayer, as 2 man
learns the art of making a boot or a shoe. Hec intends to make his liv-
mg, in whole, or in part, by making sermous and prayeis, and he seis
hunself up to the highest bidder. Ha agrees for so much a sermon, or
for fifty-two in the wholesale way, and for a certain sum he undertakes
to furnish so many ; butif a better offer is made when his first contract
s out, (and sometimes before it expires), he will agree to accept a brtler

rice. Such a preacher or minister, by all the rules of grammar, 'ugic,
nd arithmetic, is a hireling mn the full sense of the word,
| But there are other hirelings not so barefaced as these, who pretend
to be inwardly moved by the Holy Spirit to become ministers, and who
purn at any other qualfication than the impressions and suggestions of
{he Holy Spunt, who are under an awful wo if they do not preach ; and
‘et agree merely in the capacity of supplies, or preachers, to act the
reacher for some small consideration. Upon the whole, 1 do not think
Vor. V. cc
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we will err very much in making it a general rule, that every man who
receives money for preaching the gospel, or for sermons, by the day,
month, or year, is a hireling in the tanguage of truth and sobernass—
whether he preaches out of his saddlebags, or from the immediate sug.
gestions of the Holy Spirit.

The christian bishap pleads no inward call to the work, and never sets
himself to learn it. 'The hireling does both. The ehristian bishop is
called by the brethren, because he has the qualifications already. The
minister says he is inwardly called, and prepares himself to be called,
and induces others to call him. The former accepts of the office, for
the congregation of which he is a member, and takes the oversight of
them, and receives from them such remuneration as his cireumstances
require ; and as they are bound in duty to contribute to him; net for
preaching the gospel at all, for this they havealready believed, enjdyed,
aud professed ; but laboring among them in teaching and watching over
them, in admonishing them, in presiding over them, in visiting them in
all their afflictions, and guarding them against seduction, apostacy, and
every thing that militates against their growth in knowledge, faith, hope,
and love, and retaining their begun confidence unshaken to the end.
The latter goes about looking for a flock, and when he finds one that
suits his expectations he takes the charge of it for a year or two, until
he can suit himseif better. The former considers himself the oversecr
or president of the one congregation only who called him to the office,
and that when he leaves them he resigns the office and is no fonger pre-
sident. The latter views himself as a bishop all his life. He wa8 one
before he got his present charge, and when he abandons it he is one still.
He has been called by God as Aaron was, and remains a priest for ever.
The christian bishop was chosen and ordained from his outward and vi-
sible qualifications which the apostles described and required. The
* minister” is licensed because of some inward impresstons and call
which he announces; or because he has been taught Ladin, and Greek,
and divinity, and because he can make a sermon, speech, or discourse,
pleasing 1o the ears of a congregation or presbytery. Thus they differ
in their origin, call, ordination, and work. Money is either the alpha or
the omega, or both, in the one system. The grace of God and the edi-
fication of the body of Christ, are the alpha and omega of the other.
Money makes, induces, and constitutes the one, unites him and his charge,
dissolves him and his charge, and reunites him with another; again dis-
solves the union, and again and again oviginaies a new union. Hence in
the hireling system there is a continual tinkling of money, writing of new
contrac's, giving new obligations, making new subscriptions, reading of
vew calls, installing of old bishops, and a system of endless dunning.
In the other, the love of God, the grace of Jesus Christ, who gave him.
self for the church, the eternal ties of christian affection, the superior
blessedness of giving to receiving, of supplying our own wants, of labor.
ing with our own hands when it would be oppressive to others, either to
relieve us or others, the example of Jesus who made himself poor, are
the darling topics and the constant themes. That the bishop who thus
labors in the word and teaching is worthy of double honor. and justly
entitled to the supply of his wants, whether of food, raiment, or money,

.
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or all. Paul imself declares, and reason itself teaches; and those
christians deserve not the name, who would suffer such a bishop to be in
need of any necessary good thing which they had in their power to be-
stow. If he wajve hisright'to receive it, he is the more worthy ; but the
right exists whether he uses or waivesit; whetherit is or is not recog-
mzed by others. So says the christian institution, so says reason, and
so say I.  But of the bishop’s office again. A C

TO THE BAPTIST MINISTERS OF NEW BRUNSWICK AND
NOVA SCOTIA.—No. 9.

GENTLEMEN—DMany of * your people” with whom [ am familiar, and
some of my own fellow laborers, think me unnecessarily pointed, perso-
nal, and severe, in my letters to you. They have not, however, given
any better reasons for their conclusions than they decemed my course
« impoluic.” Were this to be made as apparent as a mathematical de-
monstration, it would not weigh an atom when placed in the scale op-
posite the questions, Are the statements true ? Are they called for ?
Ought public journalists, whose professed object is to call men from their
wanderings, to point out the errors by which they believe them kept in
darkness? Are they true to their profession and the cause of God, if
they neglect to call attention to those who lead the people from the
fountain of living waters? It is useless for brethren to talk or write to
me about patronage, or the influence of opponents v lessen the number
of .my subscribers. ~These are questions that give me not 2 moment’s
uneasiness,” Brethr n and friends who use arguments like these, are
neither acquainted with us ncr the character of those who have resolved
to advocate what they believe, and to oppose what they consider subver-
sive of the truth—however_unpopular the former, or popular and well
established the latter. I ’

But at present [ have taken my pen to cal! attention to the unrighteous
course pursued towards us by your fellow-laborers in the United States.
However some of your number may declaim againsi ranking all your
preachers in America in one body, yet the spirit of the sect appears to
be the same. It gives me no pleasure to write thus, I assure you, 1
have felt most deepty wterested in your Bible and Missionary operations -
what little influence I have possessed has bect: cheerfuily used to forward
these causes. But how long this co-operative interest will continue, 1s
difficult 10 determine, should you persist in your efforts 1o turhaway the
ears and the hearts of the people from us, by giving curreney to slanders
which have no foundation in truth—slanders which cause the masses to
be more prejudiced against what we have to inculcate, than though we
we were represented as the most immoral of the human race.

The writer of the following letter, with many other prominert advo-
cates of the Apostolic Gospel, has given 1angible proof of his interest in
the American and Foreign Bible: Society.

Without further remaihs at present, | give place to Dr. HaLL’s letter,
as copied fiom the ° Chrnistian Magazine,” published in Nashville, Ten-
nesee, by the ¢ Christian Record,” published in Bloomington, Indiana :

Broraer FErcuson: Passing dowa 6th street from Arch to Market,
one day while in huladelphia, [ observed the followung uouce, printed
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in large, variegated lotters, sccupying a very prominent position by the
side of the dobr of the Buptist Publication raoms : ¢ A Scriptural De-
fence of the Doctrine of the Trinity, or a check to modern Arianism,as
wught by Campbellites, Hicksites, New Lights, Univergnlists; and Mor-
mons ; And especially by a sect callingthemselves Christiuns. By Rev.
H. Matison, New York. Lewis Colley & Co., 1848.”

Knowing that we are the peoplacalled: Campbellites in the above curd,
1 stepped into the-Baptist Bookstore, and inquired for Mr. —— Malcom,
son of the President of Georgetown Collage, and, I believe, superintend-
ent of the Baptist Publication concern. 1 had seen Mr. Malcolm before.
We both lived in Louisville, Ky., at the samé time. He was Pastor of
the 2d Baptist Church, and 1 of the Church of Christ, He was living in
Louisville, when I wenthere. It was more than a year, however, be-
fore I became acquainted with him. He at length called on me, in com-
pany with an agent of the Baptist A. and F. Society. Had not one of his
brethrencome alofig insearchof maney, 1 doubt whether I would ever have
had tHle pleasure of making Mr. M’s. acquaintance ! Very triflingincidents
sometimes bring about important results, Notwithstunding our former
nequaintance, Mr. M. never called to see me in Philadelphia, although
he knew I had been. in the ¢ity nearly four months. Nevertheless, |
called to see’ him. The bell rang, and he soon appedred. Afierthe
usual salutations, T asked for the dbavesmentioned book. Afier reading
the titlepage, and lpoking a little over the book, I saud: * Me. M., I pro~
tést aguinst this course.”  What course ?” he inquired. 1 replied to
the following effeet . * You exhibit the.card atyour door, plachig itin the
most conspicuous place, to all passers-by, thus publishing 1o the thousand
who read it, what you know to be a falsehpod—that-we are Ariuns; and
by associating,with us the secis most obnoxious to the commuuity gene-
rally, attemipt by slander to accomplish what you canrot do by scripture
arguments, and open and honorable cantroversy.”

Mr. M. autémpted to justify- their courseand to pr.ve that we are Ariaus.
because one of our brethren once told im he did not- dpprove the use
of the word Trinity when speaking of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit!
« | have not called in to argue this question with you, Mrc M:** said I,
“ You know we are Nor Arians. 1 stopped simply to protest ageinst
your coursé of double dealing towards us. You send your agents to the
west, and south-west, where our pegople are numerous, weahhy and re-
spectable ; they call on our ministers, and with a smile on their face call
thetn brethrgn, ‘They shake us heartily by the hand, and te]l us we are
getting to understand one another, there is but little difference between
us, and that as snon as we become a liitle better acquainted we will be
united. . They ask permission to preachin our heuses and appeal to cur
congregations in bebalf of the Bible.cause, and take up collections from
our people: We chieerfully grant their requests; join them heartily in
the work, and get them all the money we can ; because, in the simplicity
of our hearts we suppose they are sincere in their professions of friend-
ship, and because we approve the principle of giving to the whole world
the sacred Scriptures in the vernacular, withoutfnote or comment, and
because we are in favor of union awecang Christians, One of our bre-
thren at least has tecome an agent for your society without a salary,
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and is now travelling through the Scuth ddd West getting money from
our churches for the A. and F. B, Society. Every method that art could
devise has been resorted to to get money. While this game has been
played with us in the Southwest, quite a different course is being pur-
sued towards us in the East.  Here youare f ‘blishing, s¢lling, and cir-
culating slanders against ys. You siould, 1o maintain your copsistency
and honorable standing, cease from this course.” He stdted in reply
that he was not aware that our people had coutributed 1o their Bible
Society ; that the above work was not published by their.Publication
Society, and that they had sold but iwo copies of the book during the
last six months ; that he hoped that out brethiren would still continue to
co-operate with thew in the circulation of the seriptures, &c. &ec.

1 answered 10 the effect that ¢ it was true our brethren had contributed
liberally 1o their Bible Society, whethér he knew it or not ; that some
obscure scribbler had written the above book ; that a Baptist house ia
New York—Colley & Co.—had published it, and that they in Philadel-
phia were selling the slandetous falsehood on commission ; awd that the
fact of their not having sold mofe than two copies of the book i six
months was owing to the good sense of the people, nat to the disposition
of the Baptists to do us justice.” .

Itold Mr. M. I coaceived it to be my duty to make known to our bre.
thren in the Westthe dishonorable and unjust conduct of the Baptists to-
wards us.  After a good deal of other coniversation we parted.

A few'days afterwards I again'passed the same place, and there stood
the sdime slanderous’ aninouncétiient before the door of the Bapfist P!
{ication Rovms! ot

For drie, [ am opposed to our contributing mofiey to the Baptist Bible
Society uatil' they ledrn'to do’ us justice'dtid fo appreciate our motives,
notwitlistanding I am a life’ meinbed bf theif society. ‘

As at present advised, I &ifi-not satisfied that our contribitions are sa-
usfactorily appreciated, untess we dre willing tosupport Baptist Preachers,
and pay them for retailing slander, &nd for preaching against us. Nor
are they prepared to appreciate our benevolence and. magnanimity. I
doubt whether we are doing any good with our misplaced charilies.
Moreover, if we are compelled to defend onrselves against the unpro-
voked attack of a people, I have no idea of furnishing them with provi.
stons, arms, and ammunition to carry on the unjust and wicked war.

I have several good reasons to offer why we as a people, and indivi.
dually, should have nothing to do whatever with the Baptist Bible So-
ciety, but have not room to offer thein in this paper. B. F. Harx.

A GentiemMan.—Did you éver see a géntlemdn ?  We have seen two
or three in our day, but real gentlemen are exceedingly rare. A gen.
tleman is one who treats every body with respect, whetherebe be black
or white, low or high, poor or rich. He does not bow 1o wealth, scrape
his knees to honor, nor hold his tongue when he sees wickedness ir high
places. You always receive from him a civil answer to your inquiry,
and lie kindly imparts to you any information in his power. He will not
say a word to injure your feelings or allude to a subject 10 pain your
heart. Whatever may be done, he will not manifest angry feelings, or
use unbccoming, profane, or indccent language.
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CONCLUSION OF VOLUME FOURTH.

A retrospect of the past year's labor does not give us entire satisfac-
tion. Although our extracis and selections have been most valuable ;
and, in our opinion, well adapted to the wants of the infant congregations
in which they have circulated ; yet, a review of our own productions
gives us only partial gratification. The disadvantages under which we
have always labored, in consequence of a great variety of cecupations and
the liability to constant interruptions, have always prevented the com-
pletion of any one train of thought. Our articles have alwaysgone to
the printer incomplete—the latter part unwritten, while the former was
in the hands of the compositor. This accounts for the want of connex-
ion in the parts—so oflen manifest. Our issues have been irregular,
consequently the poor fare that we have served up has not always been
prepared at the proper time. For these and other things, we solicit the
forbearance of our kind patrons. But whatever may have been our
faults, follies, or delinquencies, we assure our readers they have been
those of the * head and notof the heart.” We have done, under all the
circumstances, as well as we could. Were we assured that in future
more favorable circumstances would surround us, we would venture to
promise to produce more valuable documents in less space ; but until
then, we dare only say we will do the best we cam.

THE FUTURE.

it is our opinion that a publication, giving both sides of all questions
involving the future destiny of the human family, is needed in the field
of our labors. 8o soon, therefore as we get our printer paid for his past
labours, our readers shall again hear fromus. But whether The Chris-
tian will be continued in its present form, or that of the former volume,
or be amalgamated with some of its fellow laborers issued from some
other point, are questions now being discussed. The result of our cor-
respondence and deliberations will, we trust, shortly be made known.

*TO DELINQUENTS.

Unless what is due on the present volume be immediately paid, we shalt
be unable to meet our just liabilities! This last sentence is the most
mortifying to us that we have penned since the year commenced. We
then were quite certain that ne such notice would ever be inserted in
The Christian ; but such are our circumstances, and necessity knows
no law!

We have a number of copies of vols. 3 and 4 on hand, entire. Should
any of our friends feel alle 10 purchase fur gratutious circulauon, orte
preserve, they shall have them at half price.

In conclusion, we thank our kind brethren, {riends aud parons, for theiwr
patience arfd attention ; for an occasional word of encouragement and ap-
probution, and for their demonstrations of fiaternal regard and deep soli-
citude for our present and future prosperily.  Su far as we have been able
to learn from all sources, our course has met the approbation of our edi-
torial brethren 3 and it shall always be our devout prayer and constant
study to secure the apprebation of our Iivine Master,and the esteem of all
his faithful servants. w. W. E.

December 12, 1248
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WINTER.—By Eriza Coox.

We know it is goud that old winter should come,
Roving uwhile from his Lapland home;

"Pis fiting that we shiould hear the sonnd

Of his reindeer sleigh on the shppery ground

For his wide and ghitering cloak of snow
Protects the sceds of life below;

Beneath the mantle are nurtured and born

The roots of the flowers, the germs of the corn.

The whistling tones of his pure strong breath,
Rides purging the vapors of pesulent death,

I love bim, 1 say, and I avow it again,

For Gop's wisdom and might show well in his trmin

Buat the naked—the poor ! I know they quail
With crouching hmbs from the biting gale;
‘They pine and starve by the fireless hearth,

And weep as they gaze on the frost bound earth.

Stand nobly forth ve rich of the land,

With kindly heart and bountecus hand ;
Remember ’tis now their season of need

And a prayer for help 13 a call you must heed.

A few of thy blessings. a tithe of thy gold,
Will save the young and cherish the old,
"Tis a glarious task to work such good—
Do it ye great-ones! Ye can, and ye shonld.

He is not worthy to hold from Heaven
‘The trust reposed, the talents given,

Who will not add to the portion that’s scant,
o the pinching hours of cold and want.

Ch! listen in mercy ye sons of wealth,
Basking in comfort and glowing with health ;
Give whate’er ye can spare, aud ke yve sure
He serveth his Maker who aideth the puor.

Be thon hike the first Apostles ;
Be thon like ‘heroic Panj,
If a free thought seek expression,
Speak it boldly !~-speak itali! N

Face thine enemies—accusers;
Seorn the pnison, rack, or rod!

And, if thou hast TruTH to utter, -
Sreax ! and leuve the rest to God.—Gallagher.

ExtracT.—* It is favorite notion with many that it is hittle consequence what ene’s
opinions are provided they are sincere, and the point is too frequently admitted by
good people through ignorance or disregard of its effects. In this manner sincerity
3s often made a cloak for doetrines of the most radical nnd destructve charaeter.
Error of opinion or sentiment 1s & plague spot of the mind—a disease in greater or
Jess maligmty, as fatal in itz tendeacy as a disease of the body. Whether the notion
be advanced in religion, morals, politics, or any other matter, that error is entitled to
onr chanty becanse 1t 1s unimportant, and that the sincenty will sancuf} all sorts of
opinions, if they are bnt sincerely held, 1s extiemely corrnpting in itsinfluence, and
promotes licentiousuess, not only in vpinion but in"practice.”— Madison Baxner.

™ Any of our readers having duplicate copies of Nambers 3 and 2, of the pre-
sent Vol., will please forward them to us, when they can do so without expense,
as they-are needed to complete the sets
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