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A PREDICTION.

Some one has been good enough
to send us several copies of “The
Rational Christian,” a Unitarian jour-
pal published in Montreal by the
“Liberal Christian Union.” From ap-
pearances we conclude that our thanks
for the courtesy are due to the editor
himself. Intellectually considered, this
sadly misnamed monthly is not without
force ; but were it mightier than the
mightiest it would need to do better than
its best to save the bad cause it represents
from ultimate and utter extinction. We
are no prophets, but we nevertheless ven-
ture to predict the downfall of Unitarian-
ism.

What s this Unitarianism ? The ques
tion u more mnly put than

happiness hereafter than man is capable
of y g was well exy d by Dr.
Adam Smith in the first edition of his
“Theory of Moral Sentiments,” though
the passage was for some unassigned

_ | reason subsequently suppressed. Having

adverted to man’s repentance and humili-
ation on account of past misconduct, Dr.
Smith proceeds to observe : “ He even
distrusts the efficacy of all these; and
naturally fears lest the wisdom of God
should not, like the weakness of man, be
prevailed upon to spare the crime by the
most importunate lamentations of the
criminal. Some other intercession—some
other sacrifice—some other atonement—
he imagines must be made for him, be-
fore the purity of divine justice can be

iled to his fold The
doctrines af revelation coincide in every
respect, with these original anticipations
of nature; and as they teach us how
little we can depend upon the imperfec-
tion of our own virtue, so they show us
at the same time, that the most powerful
intercession has been made, and that the
most dreadful atonement has been paid
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Uni is A or S

or a mixture of both;—or something
worse than either. Now in any or all of
these acceptations we predict the down-
fall of the system. In England Arianism
is nearly extinct ; and on this continent
it is rapidly giving way to lower views of
Christian doctrine. S is the

. | for our

ifold 58! and in-
iquities,”

We offer no apology for presenting our
readers with this choice extract from a
great work. It is the language of truth,
and contains an interesting testimony to
the evangelical views of the author. Had
Dr. Smith looked into the Bible as a

“besom of destruction ” to Arianism ; and
is itsell an admirable preparation for in-
fidelity. If this statement is questioned
we are prepared to defend it. We have
before us some tempting specimens of
Unitarian testimony, but we need not
their aid in elucidating our prediction.
The Unitarian system has within it the
elements of its own destruction. It makes
no provision for the cardinal wants of
fallen man. Men are sinners,—they
need salvation, and Unitarianism has no
salvation for them: therefore they must
reject it. The tremendous defect in this
“ Rational Christianity ” is that it denies
the atonement of Christ, and substitutes
human virwe as the ground of acceptance
with God. It thus arrays itself in oppo.
sition to some of the commonest instincts
of h The appreh that
something more may be necessary to our

Uni he would have found no sacri-
fice, no intercession, no altonement. Ac-
cording to the barren system of “ Liberal
Christianity,” there is no meaning in the
beautifu! ition, “ God so loved the
world that e gave His only begotten
Son that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish but have everlasting
life.”” Nor can we derive any comfort
from the convincing argument of Paul,
‘““He that spared not His own Son but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He
not with Him also freely give us all things.”

The religious system which is not, in
the nature and extent of its provisions,
commensurate with the wants of sinful
humanity, may enjoy ephemeral success ;
but its days are numbered. Were there
no Bible to pass sentence of condemna-
tion on it, the necessities of our moral
nature, with which it had wantonly trifled,

would rush forward to sign its death war-

rant and to be its executioners. ‘No
sacrifice, mo atonement, no intercession !’
men would cry in despair, ‘ Nay, we will
not believe it ; for God has assured us in
His own word that the blood of Jesus
Christ, His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.»

-t e—

POWER TO GIVE.

Many persons who know that money
confers power are strangers to its highest
and noblest power. It gives a man power
to assume, to make himself of conse-
quence, because of his possessions ; it
gives a man power to injure, to take ad-
va tage of others less wealthy than him-
self who are placed in a condition of more
or less dependence on him ; it gives a
man power to acquire influence in society,
by attaching importance to his opinions,
and securing deference to his wishes ; it
gives a man power to suit his tastes and
indulge his ambition, to gather round him
all the sources of enjoyment by which he
can soothe his vanity, and gratify his
pride, or feed his lusts. But the highest
power is—the power fo give ; the highest,
purest, most perfect pleasure is the plea-
sure which is felt in giving. It is a bless-
ing to have the power.

No man can question that, of two per-
sons—the giver and the receiver—the
giver has the power, the receiver the weak-
ness ; that the giver stands on the higher
ground, the receiver on the lower. The
act of receiving is a confession of weak-
ness, a confession of inferiority ; and no
man of right mind would hesitate in the
choice of the two conditions. He would
rather have the power than the weakness.
the superiority than the inferiority ; he
would rather have the ability to give, than
be under the necessity of receiving.

But the ability to give will confer enjoy-
ment only when it is accompanied by the
disposition.  Although a man may have
money. and having it, is ab/e to taste the
pleasures of giving, those pleasures he
can never taste unless his principles and
inclinations prompt him to part with it
from a sincere desire for the benefit of
others. There is such a thing as giving
to what are called benevolent objects,
where the feelings and the heart do not
go along with the gift. What is given, in

some cases, is given from sheer ostenta-
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tion; or because the giver would be
hamed to be d less g than
his neighbours ; or because his pride
would be offended if he were thought less
rich than his neighbours. But he would
be very giad to enjoy his reputation at a
less sacrifice, or, at any rate, it is as the
condition of his reputation that he gives.
" Men who think of these things are apt to
consider that there is something rather
refined and sentimental in the notion of
the pleasure of giving. But when true
I lence is the i incipl
giving is a pl ,ap
an exaltation of our being.
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Many have the disposition to give, and
have not, or think they have not, the
power. Such persons ought to endeavour
to possess the power. They ought to in-
crease their industry, they ought to in-
crease their self-denial, they ought to in-
crease their attention to every cent of
their expenditure, that they may have to
give to those that need. If we have the
disposition to give we shall give what we
can, we shall do our best that we may en-
joy the blessedness of giving. An impor-
tant truth is taught us by the Lord Jesus
Christ in the observation he made on the
giving of the poor widow. The positive
amount she gave was tritiing: this amount,
as coming from her, was great. Others
gave, but they had abundance left. Others
gave what they had acquired by inheri-
tance or obtained with ease. They could
well affurd it, and still enjoy their darling
luxuries and comforts. What the widow
gave she had acquired by toil ; it was her
subsistence for the day ; she would have
to toil again to-morrow for to-morrow's
living ; but to-day a/ she has she gives.
She had the disposition to give. How
much more happy was she in giving ac-
cording to her ability, than she would
have been if she had received a like sum,
or even a larger one from her wealthier
neighbours, as they passed into the
temple.

WHO WAS SHE ?

The Sunday School lesson for the 25th
of the present month takes for its subject

the i g and
narrated in Luke vii, 40-50. Not the
least p of the characters who
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figure therein is the “ woman in the city
who was a sinner.” There appears to be
a iderable diversity of opinion as to
who this woman was : some asserting that
she was Mary Magdalene, others the sister
of Martha and Lazarus. And the whole

T

THE TEACHER'S AIM.

Last month we published a thoughtful
article on this subject from the pen of one
of our most thoughtful brethren. The
positions taken by the writer must com-

mend th lves to every one interested

of the have been brought for-
ward to support the different hypotheses,
It appears evident, however, by a careful
perusal of the narrative given by Luke,
that neither of these Marys is the person
alluded to by him.

Matthew speaks of a woman having an
alabaster box of very precious ointment,
who poured it on the Aead of Christ as he
sat at meat. Mark records a similar cir-
cumstance in his fourteenth chapter, in
which he says, “and being in Bethany,
in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat
at meat, there came a woman “having an

lab box of of sp y
very precious, and she brake the box, and
poured it on his ead.” This evidently is
the same woman spoken of by Mathew.
But none of the circumstances agree with
the account given by Luke ; from which
we must infer that they are entirely differ-
ent. Our Lord, it appears, was sitting at
meat in “one of the Pharisees’” houses,
and not in the house of Simon the leper,
(though the name of this Pharisee was
Simon, which at that time was very com-
mon). Nor is there any reasonable ground
1o suppose that it was at Bethany. Be-
sides, the statement is twice repeated, once
in the descriptive part of the narrative,
and once in the very words of Christ
which it records, that the ointment on
this occasion was applied to our Lord’s
feet.

The more popular idea is that it was
Mary Magdalene who was this *sinner ”
—this “woman of the city,”—but there
is no evidence whatever, so far as we can
learn, to sustain it. From anything that
appears respecting her in the New Testa-
ment, we have no right to class her with
the “fallen " ones of her s., much less
to identify her with the weeping penitent
in whom the proud Simon could see no.
thing but vice and loathsomeness. We
should be just to the dead as well as to
the living. Let us, at any rate, be pre-
pared to prove—before we assert it—that
Mary Magdalene was that of which her
name is ly used as the sy

o N
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in the cause of Sunday Schools, and more
especially to every earnest worker in this
sphere of Christian usefulness. Without
doubt the grand aim of the true teacher
will be to lead the members of his class
—every one of them—to Christ. He may
have other aims, as the article referred to
suggests, but these will be only such as
depend for their value upon their relation
to this greater one. The vine-dresser
may evince prudent fore-thought in pre-
paring the trellis for the vine, and arrang-
ing its branches thereon, before the return-
ing spring has awakened its dormant life.
But his great anxiety will have reference
to the cndition of the plant. His most
careful and diligent efforts will be directed
to the production—so far as this may de-
pend upon human agency—of the signs
of vitality,. During the whole period
within which the tender bud should show
itself he will watch for its appearance :
if it tarry he will wait for it —
The utility of anything he may have
done to furnish abundant opportunity of
fruit-bearing in the future will be deter-
mined by the ascertained life or death of
the plant. Our illustration is not, it is
true, in all respects a perfect one, but itis
50 far appropriate that it scives to show
how naturally the conversion of the scholar
will dominate every other aim of the in-
telligent and earnest teacher. By all
means let “ truth to edify be provided for
the soul,” in anticipation of the beginning
of the new life ; let the youth be taught,
as far as possible, “the whole counsel of
God,” but let it never be forgotten that
until the new life does begin any effort in
this direction is of no immediate value,
and if that new life should never begin
would only tend to the greater condem-
nation of the lost soul. Teacher, let your
chief business be ““to store the young mind
with seving truth.” Endeavour to bring
Christ out of every lesson. Labour earn-
estly for the conversion of your scholar,
if you would not labour in vain and spend
your strength for nought.
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* EDITORIAL NOTES.

FanciruL | — Sometimes our friends
who deal largely in the prophetic are
derfully ingeni in their i
Witness the following which we clip from

the Christian Herald .—

“‘The name of Cyrus was predicted by the
impindbegopbﬂ Isaiah (xliv. 28, xlv. 1-4) 150
years re that Persian prince was born
and called by that name, and 174 years be-
fore he executed that predicted mandate to
restore the !e\vl from captivity, and to re-
build Jeru and its temple (Ezra i.). Is
the resemblance, or almost identity, between
the two words Cyprus and Cyrus merely ac-
cidental ? or is it designed by an overruling
Providence to convey an occult intimation
that England. having it destinies now linked
with those of Cyprus, is soon to become the
Cyrus of the last days, and to restore the
Jews to Palestine, and help to rebuild Jeru-
salem and the lem?le, after the example of
that ancient prince ? ”

Tue Excursion 10 ORriLLIA—We
beg to call the particular and favourable
attention of all our subscribers in Toronto
and along the line of the Northern Rail-
way to the announcement in another col-
umn by our good brother, pastor Sherman.
The excursion, it will be noticed, is finally
fixed for Zwesday next the 20th inst.

Every Baptist who possibly can get
away from business should arrange to go :
st. B of the ding cheap
of the trip ; and. Because of the treat it
will be to those participating ; 3rd.
Because of the social enjoyments that
will be afforded ; 4th. The sub ial aid
it will give to the noble brethren of the
Orillia church ; sth The opportunity of
seeing for themselves the work that the
Baptists of Orillia are doing.

Come one, come all ! and stop over to the
Congert.

“Goie ror THEM.” — Looking over
the report of the Prince Edward Island
Baptist Association, in the Christian Mes-

be persuaded to come to Ontario with his

speech, it might be the means of lifting
the heavy burden of debt off hoth our
Home and Foreign Mission Societies.

We don’t know what powers of persua-
sion the good brother ahove named pos-
sesses with the fair sex ; but if some one
with tact and talent would wage war
against twenty dollar bonnets, ten dollar
hats, &c., &c., and persuade our ladies to
give the difference to the Lord’s cause, we
believe the millenium would dawn forth-
with.

ENCOURAGEMENT.—Since the last issue
of the HeLPER we have been favoured
with very gratifying additions to our sub-
scription lists ; but besides these, of late,
kind words and kind letters have been
more than usually plentiful. The follow-
ing are samples :

A lady teacher, residing in Brantford,
writes :

- has kindly sent mc the Helper
for some time, and I'do enjoy it so much.
The S. S. lessons help me with my class of
girls week by week, and I am ‘a better
teacher because of it.”

Another teacher in Brantford writes :

“With your S. S. department I am well
pleased, and hope you will continue to keep
it up good.”

A young brother, writing from Orillia,
—and he has since sent us a club of eight
names besides his own,—says :

*“ 1 assure you I have never seen or had a
: he}per ' inmy Sabbath School work which
so faithfully uphéld its title ; in fact, | am
beginning to look upon it as indispensible.”
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know that the Central Canada brethren
have, in passing such a resolution, proved
themselves “ more noble than those of ”
—well, we wont say where; we are still
inclined to *‘ look the gift horse in the
mouth,” and ask it by the word “ exclu-
sively” it is merely meant to convey the
fact that the HELPER is to be henceforth
chigfly and essentially a Sunday School
Teachers’ paper ?  Such is the purpose,
but no one has ever been authorized to
state that the HEeurer was about to
occupy the Sunday School field “ exc/u-
sively.”
Qontributed Articles.

PHILIP—-A MODEL PREACHER.

His call —His prompt response— His
audience: One—His text.—His
sermon.—The result.

In the sixth chapter of the Acts of the
Apostles, we find an account of Philip having
been chosen as one of th: seven deacons,
and solemnly set a| by prayer and laying
on of the apostles’ hands, Steﬁhen, the first
of the seven, pre-sminent for his faith and
power, after a short, yet intensely earnest
career, met with a violent death at the hands
of an infuriated mob, becoming, after his
Divine Master, the proto-martyr, heading the
long list of witnesses faithful unto deaih.
The great persecution against the church at
Jerusalem, which raged at this time, scattered
its b hrough the sur ding
country, Philip, again comes into notice in
the city of Samaria, where “he preached
Christ unto them ; ” the pe?le gaveheed unto
his words with one accord, “and there was
great joy in that dl):‘l: ” numbers of men and
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A brother teacher in Guelph says :

“ I am satisfied that the Christian Helper
is the most profitable paper for a thorough
explanation of the S. S. lessons I have seen
yet, and I would advise every S. S. teacher
to procure it.”

CENTRAL CANADA ASSOCIATION AND
THE “ HELPER.” — From a copy of the
sent us by a friend we learn that

senger, we are delighted with the foll

paragraph :—

the above Association adopted, at iis re-

“Rev. D. G, McDonald gave a ling
summary of the amounts spent for Zodacco
and rum, as compared with what is expend-
ed in the promotion cf the gospel. 7k

tobacco of church members alone would
more than the expenses of all our mis-
siomary operations.”

We presume that the Baptists of P. E,
1. were sufficiently ‘ startled ’ to throw
away their tobacco and pipes, and will de-
vote their money hereafter to the spread
of the gospel. If Bro. McDonald could

cent ing, the following resol , on
motion of Rev. J. H. Hyde, seconded by
Rev. R, B. Montgomery :—

“ Resolved,—That as the Editor of the
CHRISTIAN HELPER purposes in future de-
voting the paper exclusively to Sabbath
School work, we recommend it to the con-
sideration and support of Sabbath School
workers.”

Now, while we duly appreciate the good
will and the recommendation contained
in the above motion, and are pleased to

women g ing the name of
Jesus were baptized. From this scene of his
successful labours, Philip is directed by the
angel of the Lord to “arise and go toward
the south, unto the way that goeth down
from Jerusalem to Gaza, which is desert.”
To this call Philip immediately responded—

arose and went, probably wondering in
his mind why he should be taken from a
populous region, where his word was being
abundantly successful, and sent into a desert.
On the way he overtook a man of Ethiopia,
the queen’s Treasurer, a person of great
authority, who, having been up at Jerusalem

to worship, was now returning homewards, .

and sitting in his chariot was beguiling the
dru-ra- jounwuilh the book of the prophet
Isai; Gui by the Spirit, Philip hasten-
ed to associate himself with this man, and
as he draws near, hearing the familiar and
beautiful langu: of the unEu'ed prophet
fall f;»lmthc ips ot;‘.the lhi:pmn, he
romptly interrogates him as to his aj
Eenlionyof the words he is reading. mis
was a home question, and as we read it in
the narrative we are startled with its pointed
abruptness. Many a man occupying an in-
ferior social position to that of this attacke
of queen Candace, would, on being thus
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bluntly accosted by a stranger have or "ered
his coachman to drive faster and not have
condescended to give a reply. This man,
however, honestly confesses his inability to
understand the prophetic words, and courte-
ously invites the stranger to take a seat
alongside him in the chariot. Taking the
words of Isaiah for his text, Philip “ began
at that same scripture and preached unto
him {elus." Here, as in his preaching to the
people of Samaria, Jesus formed the subject
of his discourse,—Jesus, of whom Moses and
the prophets did write and by whose coming
into the world, in his life, sufferings and death,
ther - was fulfilled all that which wa fore-
told with marvello 5 ccuracy of detail by
the prophet Isaiah, as recorded n the ve:

scripture which the eunuch had been read-
ing. As Philip proceeded to unfold from
the scriptures that which was written con-
ce;ning Jesus, and recc unted to his willing
hearer the wonderful fulfilment of these
prophecies which had recently been ac-
complished at Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit
opened the Leart of the eunuch, and e abled
him not only to understand that concern-
ing which he had been reading, but also
to confess that Jesus Christ was the Son of
3 “And as they went on their way,
they came unto a certain water, and the
the eunuch said, ‘ See, here is water, what
doth hinder me to be baptized?” Now, the
inference which we are clearly warranted in
drawing from this, is, that Philip included
the duty of baptism in his preacging, as in-
cumbent upon al the followers of Christ
How unlike is this to much of the preachin,

which now obtains Baptism, is treated wit

indifference or entirely ignored, either be-
cause the preacher himself does not place any
importance upon the Divinely appointed or-

God in preaching Jesus unto the people of
his own country. = Who can tell unto how
many souls, sa?'vnion might come through
Philip’s Breaching to one man ! Our Lord
himself * must needs go through Samaria,”
in order to reveal himself to the poor woman
by the well, and how wonderfully tender and
instructive is his discourse to her.

The entire record of Philip’s work, though
brief, 13 most suggestive. ‘e have but in-
dicated . few points of interest in it with the
hope that these may lead to profit by a fuller
study of the narrative. K.

——tt—

THE TEACHER'S PREPARATION
FOR HIS WORK.

A read at the Baptist Sunday Sehool Convention
P E o i, Ot o 1he 0k nd
ith of June, 1578,

BY REV. JAMES COOPER, D.D.

What object has the Sabbath school
teacher in his eye when he goes to his
work? The Sabbath Schoo! is under the
supervision of the church meet on the
Lord’s Day : the Bible text book.
Prayer and hymns of praisc are offered in
the name of Jesus; in a word, we form a
company of religious worshippers who com-
pose the Sunday School.

But all are not converted : yet, all true
Sabbath School teachers believe that the
children are there and then susceptible of
conversion. The infant class is taught to
love the Saviour ; early to believe on him,
and receive him as theirs. Illustrations of
love and trust are drawn from parental re-
lationshi d and dearest which

dinance, or else he is afraid of inculca ing it
lest somebody should be offended. The first
Christian preachers held and acted differently.
The recora invariably states that those who
believed were i diately baptized. In Acts
IX., which records the of Saul

ps;t
children at a very early age can understand.
As they advance from the junior to the
senior classes, we become the more solicit-
ous about the conversion of those whom we
regard as the fathers and mothers of the next

of Tarsus, we note that in verse 18 chat as
soon as his sight was restored, and although
he had fasted for three days, yet he imme-
diately arose and was baptized, and after-
wards did eat: most significant testimon

to the necessity of prompt obedience to all
that the Saviour has commanded. Then as
to the mode of baptism, it would seem that
as if forever to silence all cavillers against
immersion, the Spirit had recorded with
emphatic attention to minute details the cir
cumstances in this case. The eunuch “ com-
manded the chariot to stand still : and they
went down into the water : doth Philip and
the eunuch: and he baptized (immersed)
him. And when they were come up out of
the wat.r, the Spirit of the Lord caught away
Philip that the eunuch saw him no more
and he went on his way rejoicing.”

Men have tried to get round this plain
narrative of the mode of baptism, by de-
claring that “down into” means “to” or
“ close by,” and “out of” means “from,”
but they only show their weakness and land
.hem-e{ve' into the dilemma in which the
“ puzzled Dutchman ” found himself. Philip
must have been a happy man indeed, as
when he preached to the Samaritans “ there
was great foy in that city,” so the result of
his preaching to the eunuch was to send him
on his way rejoicing, doubtless to be used of

g The gnslor prays in the public
c ion for the intendent and his
staff of teachers, that they may be blessed
in their work; and that the church may
draw from those ranks a healthy supply of
young recruits, to fill the vacant places of
those whom the Saviour calls*to a higher
sphere.

The Sabbath School then is an agenc
adapted in all its plans of working, to teac
and to press the gospel of salvation on the
hearts of our children and young people.
We aim, not at making them scholars, but
believers in Jesus Christ. We are not con-
tented to make them intelligent Bible readers
merely, but Christians. We believé that
however amiable, affectionate and dutiful our
children may be, (hei must be born again
ere they can see the kingdom of God-—that
these natural affections are to be carefully
distinguished from spiritual neration ;
and that the new birth is of the Holy Ghost,
“not of blood relationship, nor of the will o}‘
the flesh, nor of man, but of God.”

Now, if this hasty survey be even in the
main accurate, then we have accidentally
disposed of some other questions. Ought
all our Sabbath School teachers to b> con-
verted persons? Our answer is, most cer-
tainly ; just as all safe guides ought to have

gnodeyuight. Ise memberof the church
tted to be a Sabbath School teacher? We

think not. Aptitude to teach is a gift. All
do not possess the gift of music ; neither do
all possess the gift of communicating thought.

f the teacher's work we have now got
some idea. What is his preparation for it ?

| The answer will depend greatly on the aim

—

he has before him. * If he seek to make the

children intelligent on the literature of the

Bible ; then ml'xlch of his preparation will be
fined to the Itati i

ol
geography—the natural history of Bible ani-
mals—ancient customs—the history of the

ews, as it touches on the history of Egypt,

bylon, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rome.
This being the burden of his mission, he
will stop when he has accomplished it ; or at
least he will not be careful to go far beyond
it. But if his object be to lead the children
to a sense of their natural sinf Iness, and
their need of salvation in delu: ; the begin-
ning of his preparation will be with his own
heart. As with the minister, so with the
Sabbath School teacher : if he study merely
to get something to say to others, it will be
a dry morsel.

First then : let the teacher ges Ais own
soul into the lesson, and let the lesson per-
meate his whole soul. “The husbandman
that labors must be first partaker of the
fruit.” There is gospel in every Bible les-
son; with that gospel let the teacher's own
heart be saturated : then shall he convey to
others the impression very distinctly, that he
himself has been sitting ‘under its shadow
with great delight, lns its fruit has been
sweet to his taste. He has got into it prac-
tically and devotionally, He has seen and
tasted and handled it, and this will clothe
with living interest all he has got to say to
his class about it. Let him work out and
repeat the gospel that is in the lesson, be-
cause there must be gospel in it, either in
its direct tnchinf, or by way of an
or inference. “1 think you left the gospel
out of your sermon to-day,” said an aged
minister to a young brother just entering on
the work. “There was no gospel statement
in my text ; and my endeavour was 1o keep
to my subject,” was the answer, “ Yes, but
as from every village in England you
will find some road to London, so from
every text you select, you must find some
road to Christ,” was the significant reply,
Whatever olhe‘; dishes we may dispense wnl
bread, the staff of life, must be daily on ouy
table.  So, brethren, we can't afford to spend
even half-an-hour in preaching or teaching a
class without some presentation of Jesus
Christ.

This leads us to a second remark, A
Sabbath School teacher must cultivate the
inventive facully. He must accustom him-
self to penetiate his subject, analyze, illus-
trate, and then synthetize. ch member of
a subject is capable of indefinite expansion,
A well selected lesson is like a bed of
but we need holy tact in painting out their
beauties, and then arranging them skilfull
as into a well set bouquet. To be a
workman in this high department of spiritual
science, is no common honour, and to awaken
admiration of the Bible as the expression of
God's thoughts to man, is no mean point
gained in our teaching.

A good teacher must, in the third
have a good kealthy mental digestion. He

must naturally possess, and then
cultivate the ¥tc\dty, olf making .xm
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of worth his aim. In this exercise he must
walk every day with his eyes and ears open.
Flowers in ir opening, and flowers in
their zenith, when their beauty and fragrance
are most sweet, and when they droop,
wither and fall,—every stage of vegetation
has its lessons, and every lesson must be
wrought out in the teacher's own way, and
put after his own method.
those two lawns on the same street, in
the midst of the heat and dust of July. The
one is parched as a desert, and the dry roots
of the grass are crisped as a thing of death,
The other is dressed in living green, all
life and beauty. Whence the difference ?
The one has a hydrant in its centre, and
from that hidden underground force, the
water is showered freely in every direction,
50 that the lawn never knows when drought
cometh. Jesus is a spiritual, hidden power
in the heart of every believer, and the Holy
Spirit of promise is as a well constantly flow-
ing, so lgla(, every virtue being in health,
fruits are brought znh in their season. The
teacher delights in his work, and his sphere
of labor is as a garden which the Lord has
blessed. Springs are living, not stagnant.
Truth, in 3 {eaﬁ:ny believer never stagnates,
We are surrounded with needy. thirsty ones
on every hand : freely we receive, freely give.
Water others, and you shall be watered.
Give out, and to you more shall flow in.
Some springs do feel the summer drought,
and give out in times of need : so do worldly
friendships and imitations of Christian life.
But springs fed from the sea or lake Huron
never dry. So Jesus, the fullness of the
Godhead, is the inexhaustible surply of his
Springs purify themselves. Rile
them, put coloring matter or even poison
into the water ; only give them time and
they will expel the impurity by virtue of their
own inner purity of life. 5o Satan fouls our
hearts with his temptations, but the inner
life of faith and fellowship in the Saviour so
purifies the affections, as tha in all our ser-
vices we see G

Excuse this racy illustration of what we
mean by mental digestion, and allow me to
refer all teachers to a very superior specimen
of this art, in a sermon of Mr. Spurgeon’s,
in a May number of the Canadian Baptist,
on the “Burial of Christ.” It will repay
any of us to read it over carefully, notin
how unity of design can be combined wit
all the richness of illustration.

In conclusion, then, let the teacher, with
his aim very clearly defined, devote himself
to his calling, braced with the Spirit aid of
true perseverance, With time and means
at his command, let him consult his Bible
Dictionary, the best he can get—Kitto, Fair-
bairn, or Smith—the Jast the best—and all of
them if he can get his hands on them. His
‘Bible Animals, his ‘Geography of Palestine,
“The Land and the Book,’ and if he can’t do
all this for himself, better than nothing, %\"
the weekly analysis in the Baptist, the
Watchman, or nnr other helper. As helps—
anything as a help, seize it by all means ;
but use it only as a help ; and so much the
better, if not till after your own resources
have been exhausted. It is only when we
have made the lesson our own by meditation
and prayer, that we can effectively teach it
to Some hers, of whom we have
heard, take their help to the class, and read
from it to the children. This must be dry

work, and it will be well if it do not:prove
dishoncrable work, for no teacher can ever
stand high in the respect of his charge, that
follows this method. ~ Elisha's first ¢:fort to
revive the dead child of the Shunam ‘e was
by sending Gehazi with his staff that he
might layit on the face of the corpse. The |
servant did as he was instructed, but there

was neither voice nor hearing. The silence

of death still prevailed in the room until the |
prophet in person arrived, and then the ‘
struggle between life and death commenced.

The “Aie':ig prophet and the dead child were |
separated from the rest of the household by
a closed door. The living man was then
stretched upon the dead body, eyes on eyes
mouth on mouth, hands on hands, and the
heart of the living went up to Heaven for
the dead. The prayer brought warmth into
the body, but the eyes were still closed, and
there was no breath. Then commenced the
final struggle for the mastery—the pacing
to and fro through the silent closed-up cham-
ber, and again his ascent upon the bed, and
the living in contact with the dead. The
answer came, The eyes opened, the lungs

an to play, and the child sat up.

t us all, dear brethren, take instructive
warning from this. If we attempt to restore
our dead children to life by laying out Bible
Dictionaries and our Commentaries, and
our Science upon them, we shall be doomed
to disappointment. Proxy has no place in
this service, and death can never produce
life. Itis the Holy Spirit in the renewed
man that gives life to the dead man. The
energy whereby God raised up Jesus Christ
from the dead, works eflectively only in them
that believe ; and the Divine arrangement is
that through their instrumentality the dead
shall hear the voice of the Son of God and
live ; and lost d shall be deli d
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during that year 1 dare not change the strain. Hs
loving-kindness changes not.  He is the same
yesterday to-day and forever. Gladly therefore
do I again witness that the good hand of the Lord
has been upon me.  Those who have gone through
College as students for the ministry know full well
that it is not altegether like walking through a
garden of delights,  There are always some thorns
of diu‘rpuimu' ant, and briars of trouble, that very
much diminish the pleasures of the place. Even
Pastor’s College, withall s privileges, isnot whol'y
free from thes causes of pain. I with others, have
found them in my path -but in esch case I have
rejoiced hecause of the manner in which God
has removed them. Not only has He done this
but F'e has given me special reasons for glad
thanksgiving.

There is one thing that Mr. Spurgeon constantly
impresses upon the minds of his students : it is
that while in College they should (rm(ll all they
can—his maxim being, the way to learn to preach
is fo preach. To this, his wish, there is a very
hearty response, as you will perceive when I tell
you that out of about 100 students from §5 to 65 are
preaching regularly every Sunday. Some go to
one place constantly, others go to different piaces,
For over 18 months after entering College I had
considerable practice in preaching, but about five
months ago I felt deeply anxious to be engaged in
some regulur wo.k. | hnew it would demand or
rather involve a heavy strain upon munl and
body ; but wishing for more cunstant preaching, I
l()ll|‘|ll guidance, *tﬁ the matter in God’s hauds,
and waited results.  Soon the opening presented
itself. A little Baptist church near London wan-
ted a regular supply. 1 had preached once fur
them ; and finding that I desired such an engage-
ment as they had for a student they asked me to
go. I did so—feeling that it was the Master’s call
—and although it has been no small matter to be
faithful to both College and pulpit claims at the
same time, yet, as you will learn from the sequel,
1 have had no reason to regret the step taken—the
first Sunday that I preached for the church after
their invitation, I ‘ml only 25 to listen in the

from the power of darkness and translated
into the kingdom of His dear Son,

Correspondence.

FROM BRO. CHARLES COOK,
of Spurgeon's College.
KEYNSHAM, near Bristol, England,
July 220d 78,

MY DEAR FRIEND AND BroTHER—You will
perhaps wonder at first sight, who the writer of
this letter can be, and I think I am safe in affirm-
ing that if you are not familiar with the name of
the (Iafr rom which it comes, you are a little
familiar with the persow, whose name you will see
below. The desire to send you a letter has long
hc;n inhmy heart t:ul not till el‘;nlw',d—wr vacation,
~has the opportunity presented itsel. ~ At present
Tam IpuKlYnﬁ a couple of weeks with a dear bro-
her, who was a fellow-student of mine and who
has lately settled here, and I assure you that this
change from the fils of College life, and the noise
and le of City life, is very refreshing. Here
among the flowers, the fields, and the works of
Gud‘ one feels that he is away from man and
man's works and has come nearer to his Creator.
In the city we meet men—are jostled about by
men—hear men—see the works of men, but in the
country we meet with God—see God—hear God
~hold communion with God ?

It is now about two years and three months since
1 left Toronto. In a former letter to yoursell
vdunfnllylrrqo.lthinklm then to
testify to the faithfulness and goodness of our God.

Asl back and remember the blessings received

g— pethaps double that number in the
evening —yet in that little gathering of about 50
rsons the presence of God was felt, yea and mani-
P:ul) s0—for on that first Sunday evening, a young
woman, whohad carelessly come into the chapel for
the first time, heard the message that was the means
of bringing her to know Jesus as her Saviour,
Since then I have been preaching at this place al-
must every Sunday, and have scen greater things
than the above mentioned. The congregations
have increased—the church has been revived—
Sunday school work reorganized—a Bible class,
singing class, and two new prl{erm«d have
been instituted, while best of all, some who were
believers but not baptized, have come forward,
and with others who have recently found Christ,
have mx( on Christ by baptism.

In May four were baptized for us by Rev. Wm,
Brock—son of the late Dr. Brock of Bloomsbury,
On the 2nd of July I had the joyous privilege of
baptizing seven more, and we expect to welcome
three or four wore to the same ordinance on the
3oth inst,

“Thus, dear brother, has the Master graciously
blest me, unworthy as 1 am Lo receive such gifts.
Yet it hos been His wild. To Him who is
worthy of all the honour—who is the King of kings,

all the glory !

fancy, ho'vever, that I hear my dear Bible
class teacher of days gone by, saying that the
double work must be too much for the strength
of his old scholar, Why, of course it is, but it
has not been 100 much for the arm that supports
him. It is true that through the past session I
sometimes felt weary, yet not more, I think, than
during former sessions. 1 have had guod health
all al and now after three weeks of our vaca-
tion, 1 feel as well as ever I did in my life. 1
have not forgotten, what I know you would re-
commend, that is exercise. | have taken it as
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seldom going out

much as possible, in wnlkinf, o i
or Latin, so that

however without my Greel
little time has been lost.

Of course from the results of the efforts in
Hendon, where I have been preaching, a guestion
wi'l very naturally be suggested in the minds of
some of my Canadian friends, some of whom
have already prophesied that T shall likely settle
in Englml! My full intentions are to return to
Canada in_eight or nine months, and if it is the
Master’s will that I should labour there, 1 dare
say He will put me in the right place, I seek to
do His #ill ; if He has other woik in other
spheres for me He will not forget to send me.
do thank Him who has ever led me in the past,
that concerning all my future, He has given me
peace.  From henceforth let no man trouble me.

Now about other matters: I must heartily

talate you, dear Sir, in the success for the
past, and in the prospects for the future, of your
excellent dlittle monthly *“THE CHRISTIAN
Hereer.,” A couple of copies have been re-
ceived by me, and read with much pleasure.

The annual report of the Jarvis Sts Church found
in one of them, interested me very much. Among
other causes for rejoicing there is a special one that
most attracted me : it is that of being able to men-
tion the names of four young men connected with
the church who are now prep~ring for the ministry.
1 also rejoice in this, not onl, vecause I always re-
joice, when I know of rejoicing in Jarvis Street
Church, but also because I am privileged to be one
of the quartette, who are, while scattered so far
apart, so Fappily associated with one body, one
church.  Of the four, Bro. Craig has written to let

ou know Ais movements. From lhellwo brethren
m Cavada I suppose you frequently hear ** per
wvocem,” so that u‘: far, {hnvenl:;en the only silent
one. This rather lengthy epistle from the repre-
sentative in Mr, Spurgeon’s College, to head-
quarters, will however at least show that he still
lives and acts.

I frequently hear from dear Bro. Sale, with
whom ‘} have spent many happy and hallowed
seasons in Toronto, and now although so far apart
there are cords binding us together, that it will
not be possible for time’s strong arm to break,
How I rejoice at his success ! May he and the
other dear brethren (Spellar and Craig), be much
blest in the glorious work of preaching Christ.

I trust that the Y. M. C, K of Jarvis Street
Church is making gowi progress in grace, in
knowledge, and in works, Often do I think of
the happy seasons spent with those ever whole-
hearted brethren. May the blessing of heaven
rest upon those noble workers, and upon the
whole church !

‘With Christian love to yourself and the brethren,
and also to our much loved pastor,

I remain,
Yours in gospel bonds, ,
CHARLES COOK.

e ————— -

CHAPEL OPENING IN MANITOBA.

Dear EpiTor,

A few weeks ago, when Bro. A. Warren,
newly in from Ontario, and I were preparing to
make a trip southwest to the Pembina mountain
region, a note from Deacon Jasper of Emerson
church, came to hand, urgently requesting my
presence with them on fune joth at the openi
of their little chapel.  Bro. Warren and myse!
at once changed our course, and determined to
reach Pembina mountain by way of Emerson,
spending the Lord’s day there, and in the neigh
borhy After a somewhat tedious journey with
our missionary horse ai , the roads being
somewhat heavy, carly riday afternoon we
reached the embryo eity of Emerson. We
secured an appointment for Saturday evening in

—»

the school house, the former place of worship of | good

the little churcl, and six appointments for the
rd’s day—three in the chapel to be opened,
and three in the surrounding country, at points
nryinﬁ from three to ten or twelve miles distant
from the city. The Lord's day proved very pro-
pitious, and good c tions ired on all
three occasions to the opening pl In the
momning the first Baptist Missionary to Manitoba
discoursed to a very attentive audience from John
12: “The Sonof Man must be lifted up,”
from which, after some introductory remurks on
the phrase *Son of Man,” he made the follow-
ing two points prominent : 1st. The necessity of
the lifting up of the Son of Man ; and 2nd, the
manner and the obligation of this lifting up. At
?{l'. M., in the absence, on account of illness of
ev. John Scott, the Presbyterian minister of the
city, who had kindly consented to preach on that
occasion, the 2nd {diniomuy Bro. D. McCaul
gave a veiy impressive and eloquent discourse
’rum Rom. 1. 16: * For I am not ashamed of
the gospel of Christ, etc.” In the evening the
third Missionary, just making his entrance on the
good work in the wide West, gave a most earnest
and convincing discourse, to a deeply interested
audionce, bringing to a close exercises of a most
inteiesting  character, especially to the little
church of Emerson. The brethren and sisters in
this little church, are to be highly commended,
and they should be helped in their enterprize.
They have certainly shown faith in God, as wel!
as noble self-reliance in this undertaking ; and
surely God will help those, who help themselves,
when they look to an. ‘The facts in reference
to this chapel property are as follows : A few
weeks befre the above took place, it became
known that a property in a very central locality
in the city was for sale, consisting of a lot of land
sixty feet by about one hundred and thirty or
(orlI, with a neat little hnilding on it 14 ft. by
24 feet.  The final terms at which the property
was offered werc, three hundred and fifty dollars—
requiring one hundred in hand, the second hundred
in six months, and the balance a from that time,
with a light interest on that, for which time was
allowed. The Deacon closed the bargain,
the little Z7ve band entered heartily into the matter,
contributed nobly, and at once raised more than
was needed for the first payment. One self-
denying sister in very limited circumstances,
having saved the wages of a weaded servant girl
by doing her own work, gives /ifty dollars towards
the und: ng.  Others do in proporti Who
would not help such willing workers ? So thought
two young brethren from the Winnipeg church,
who had some knowledge of the honourcd craft,
who were in Emerson in quest of work, and taki

it as a call from the Master Builder, went to worl
and faithiully wrought for about two weeks,
unini with some help, from sympathisers, the
ittle in rwd comfortable condition to
worship in, supplying it with the necessary win-
dows, papering it nml&;nd seating it comfortably,
3

the meanwhile the con boarding and lod;
ing them, and they being heartily glad to leave
the rest till the it day of mun{ Since that
I learn that the chapel is completed, and the
ground neatly fenced in ; and the little church is
now much at home. Their number has about
doubled since they began to walk together asa
church, less than two years ago; t odﬂnnl
number bemﬁ only seven. Their Sabbath School
is in a most uhh} condition, and the week even-
ing prayer meeti and lively. Their
pastor, Brother D. McCaul, living some
eight or nine miles distant and sustaini)
himself and family by the labour of h
own hands, is with them once every Lord
day, and once a kmnighl at their pnx:r-m-
ing. Bro. McC. and his energetic active help-meet,
ar. doing a noble work in that part of the Lord's
vineyard. Would that we had a dozen more
such self-denying faithful laborers to spread them-

g
.
s

selves over this wi'e west and thus sow some

seed of the kingdom. Who will come and
do likewise ? In the mean time who will send
the little church through Dea. Theo. Jasper, ome,
two, , ten or more dollars, to make up the
next hundred, due in jfive months more !

A. McD.

July 3oth, 1878,

P. S. Visited the baptismal waters last Lord’s
day evening. Some six or seven more are expected
to follow the Master in the same ordinance ere
long, and more are enquiring. ﬂiell{ but steadily
the work prospers, but to God be all the praise.

A. McD.

5;;1@ "E‘:RJ ngpartm;n;.

International Bible Lessons, 1878,

Sept. 1.—The Return of the Seventy.—
Luke x., 17-24; A.D. 29.

GOLDEN TEXT.

Blessed are the eyes which see the things that ye
wee"—Vs. 23,

IN THE STUDY.

““ A part of our Lord's pnr]r)ou while on earth
was to train a band of men for the missionary
work of preaching the wpel 3 & work which was
to be undertaken after He had left this wuwld ; a
work which was to be entrusted to men who were
prepared by Christ's personal instructions, and
En:omd with the special gifts of God the Holy
0st,

Much of the training work was done by our
Lord’s direct personal teachings. In severil in-
stances we are told how Jesus explained the
deeper meaning of His parables privately to His
disciples ; and rome orllin converziiions were
held simply between a little band of favored
ones and Himself, as we know to have been the
case with the intercourse connected with the last
supper, which John records. (See Matt. 13:
10-11; 24: 3; Luke 9: 10; and John 13th to
I7|M|I chl;}u)}u p

ore of the training was done by permitti
the diuiKlu to be constantly with H{m. 'nchiﬁ
His mighty works, observing His prayerful habits,
and getting into full sympathy with the tender,
gnying way in which He dealt with men’s in.

rmities.
But still other training work was done by our
'ment, that His future missionaries

Lord’s ar
should have independent personal experiences of
the work that awaited t They were sent
out on a sort of trial mission. The other evan.
ﬁllim tell of the mission of the twelve apostles,

ke relates a second such mission in which

- | seventy of the disciples were engaged. The

leading features of the two missions are the same.
The second is probably narrated to correct the
idea that our Lord’s work was to be limited, in
any sense, to the umllc company, Moses
wished that ““all the 's people were ﬂ.
ets ;" and we may realize that any man 'K;o
received the grace in Jesus Christ, may be a min-
ister or missionary of His gospel.”"—5.5, U, Notes.
“ The number and the sphere of labour of this
larger company indicate the gradual increase of
Christ's cause and kingdom. His work
with Himself, soon He thered around
twelve devoted disciples. i‘:m of Himself He
said, *‘Tam not sent but unto the lost of
the house of Israel,” Matt. 15: 24 ; and to the
twelve He said, as He sent them forth, *“ Go not
into the way of the Gentiles, into any city of
the Samaritans enter ye not ; hupxc rather to
lhelulhnpo“lug-.d Israel,” Matt. 10
§6. Now, however, the circle enlarges, and




choosing seventy, “e sends them two and two
through Samaria, *‘before His face into every
city and place whither He Himself would come,”
a prophecy of the ever-extending kingdom of our
gracious Lord,

 Watt, waft, yo winds, the story,

And you, yo waters, roll,
Till, like a wea of glory,
1t spreads pol

*““The number of the seventy, and the scene of
their mission, (Samaria) alike indicated that the
time was at hand for Knching the gospel to the
heathen ; whereas the number of the apostles
cortesponded to the twelve tribes of Israel, to
whom their commission also restricted them ; nor
had the seventy received the special training of
the twelve, In other respects their instructions
were the same, and they may be rded as in
spirit those which should ever guide Christ’s min.
isters,"—Smith.

In order to understand our lesson, the first
seventeen verses of the chapter require to be
carefully read,

The date of this mission was about the time of
the feast of the tabernacles—Oct. A.D. 29,

IN THE CLASS,
THE RETURN OF THE SEVENTY,

And the seventy returned. Asto the
number 70, see Ex. 24: 1; and Num, 11: 16,
All sorts of fanciful analogies have beeu found
out and insisted on, which are not worth recount-
‘ag.—Alford,

A‘l’heir mission was femporary. The instructions

are in keeping with a brief and hul{npw'mrin‘
mission, intended to prepare for the Lord’s own
visit shortly harvart .—3. F. & B. They had
a work to do, to do speedily. They were not
even to stop to salute men by the way, for Fastern
salutations took up a good deal of time ; but were
to speed on as heralds, telling of the Lord’s com-
ing, explaining His character and work and
claims., The Lord was with them workis
mightily, Their word was with demmtn(iun':}
the Spirit and with power, so much so that they
themselves were um?vhed.

With joy. ‘““He that goeth forth and
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubt-
less come in with rejoicing."—Ps. 126
6, To their eye every other fruit of their
labours recedes before the power manifested
in their casting out demons. A command to cast
out demons had not been given to them, and not
I before this, the apostles had fuiled in
l:::‘g an endeavour.—Luke 9: 37-40. Even
the devils—*‘ More properly demons. The
word devil is seldom used in the original in the
plural, and usually signifies Satan, the prince ;
while all the inferior evil spirits are daimonia,
demons,”"—Whedon. Through thy name—
but only when used by His believing, obedient,
disc —Acts 19 : 1316, The name of Jesus
on & believer's lips is omnipotent, in prayer and
in service, when united with faith.—Matt. 21 : 21 ;
Mark 16: 17 : John 15: 16.

THEIR RECEPTION BY THEIR LORD,

I beheld Satan. “We may understand
these words in two ways: (1) We may say that
in this brief speech our Lord sums up by amtici-
pation, as so often in the discourses of John, the
whole t conflict with, and defeat of the

‘5 evil, from the first, even till accomplished

y His own victory. At the same time it may be
doubted whether it is not (2) grammatically more
correct to refer the ilnpedect tense, / , twas
, to the time just past, and to the Lord’s
mMIlllkumd the ministering of
the seveaty, and to his glorious anticipations of
final triumph, felt durins‘lht exercise of power
by his servants,’—A. From heaven—
from his high ing ruler over the

mﬂ,ulmﬁv:lm sky.
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Behold I give. * The perfect tense, / A.nv!
given.  The Greek perfect signifies u past act |
whose effect remains, 7 have given and the gift |
still remains. ‘The same promise was made even |
to private believers—Mark 16: 17-18; Acts
28: 5. But all three of these realities were
symbols of the spiritual. They were the l}lx‘
of the final bruising of the serpent's head.”— Whe-
don. Such signs are not needed now ; Christian-
ity is itselfl a_greater sign than any the apostles
Wi

‘This incidew. should be compared with the
young ruler, who asked of our Lord the same
question, but in a very different spirit. —Ma't. 19:
16. The incident in Matt. 22: 3540, shoul
also be examined. Our Lord’s answers were in
the most perfect accord with the spirit of the
questioner, and the character thus given to the
questioning.” S. U. Notes.

““ The lawyer did not ask the question as & sin-
cere enquirer after truth, but in order to make

rought. They had their purpose and fulfilled it. | some objection to prove the skill of “ this famous

Notwithstanding. Great as is the honor

Galilean teacher.”  Jerus, seeing through the

of being servants of the Lord, owned of Him in | evil motive of his question, simply asked him

our labor, with manifest signs of His presence
and power, it is a greater cause for joy to have
our names on the blazing scroll, not of earthl
fame, bu' of the Lord's redeemed in Veaven, wit
a new name, a palace, and an inheritance with
Christ, that shall never fade atway

JESUS REJOICING,

In that hour Jesus rejoiced. What a
contrast to the many days of sorrow and sadness
over the sinfilness and hardness of heart of the
men of Nazareth, Chorazin, Bethsaida and Cap-
ernaum, vs. 13-15. The only time in which Jesus
is said to have rejoiced.

Hast hid-—Rom, 1: 21-22; 1 Cor, 1 : 18-
21, 26-27. *“The wise man is but a clever
infant spelling letters from a_hieroglyphical pro-
phetic book, the lexicon of which lies in eternity,”
—Carlyle. It would be more correct to say :
though thou hast hid . . than hast . .
to babes.

No man knoweth. * How can man under-
stand God, since he does not yet understand his
own mind with which he endeavours to under-
stand Him". — Augustine. To whom the Son
will reveal—*' Salvation is of the Lord.”

“How heavy is the night
That hangs upon our eyes,

Tl Christ with His reviving light
Upon our souls arise.”

HIS BENEDICTION,

Blessed are the eyes. ** We know that
the bunch of grapes which the spies of the chil-
dren of Israel brought from the land of promise,
was carried by two men on a pole. Luther has
a curious remark on this : he observes that the
man who went foremost could not see the grapes,
but that the man who came behind had the
grapes continually in his view. Thus the pa-
triarchs and prophets who went before, did not
see the glorious fruitage of the gospel, but those
that have come after them, the evangelists and
apostles, and all believers clearly see them.”—1
1 Pet, 1: 10-12. Said Socrates : ** We must wait
zr:)l'ijls)ne shall come and teach us our duty to

Sept. 8.—The Good Samaritan.—Luke
10 30-37; A.D. 29.

GOLDEN TEXT,
~ l"'mmkln thy neighbour ax thyself."-- Gal.
IN THE STUDY.

*“Thedistinction between ‘lawyers’and *scribes’
is difficalt to trece.  Generally speaking, the
scribe and the lawyer must be vn:wnr: the same
kind of person, a ‘man engaged in copying and
expounding the law.  But the word lawyer sug-
gests the thought of a section of the scribes who
confined their attention to the law, while the
others included in their studies the writings of
the prophets also. Various offices in connexion
with the Temple, the Council, and the Syna-

e, could be held irrespective of a man's re-
to the Pharisees or the Sadducees ; so we
find scribes and lawyers and rulers belonging to

what was the answer to that questiv: as
by the law, which it was the very object of the
man’s life to teach and explain. The lawyer
gave the best summary which the bes' teaching
of his nation had by this time rendered pres alent,
Jesus simply confirmed His answer, and said,
*“This do and thou shalt live.” But wanting
more than this, and anxious to justify a question
which was from his own point of view superfluous,
the lawyer sought to cover his retreat by a fresh
uestion, *‘ And who is my neighbour?” Had
?ﬂu\ asked his own opinion on this question, He
well knew how narrow and false it would have
been. He therefore answered it Himself, or
rather gave the lawyer the means for answeri
it, by one of His most striking parables.”—#
As in too many other cases, the scribes and
| iawyers made the word of God of no effect by
‘ their traditions or explanations, for they taught
that the term *“neighbour " applied to the Jews
only, and not to the Gemires. According to
| thein, their neighbour was one near akin to them
| in blood, or one that professed the same religion,
whoin they called a neighbour in the law. And
thus while they knew the “letter” of the law,
they knew nothing of its * power,” and avoided
its claims by explaming away its meaning,—Rom.
2: 17-24.

The question of the luwrﬂ did not recessarily
i Kly a hostile spirit. He may have wished
either to fest the correctness of Jesas' vitws, or to
discover whether he could tell” anythirg new to
so well informed a person as himself. His first
reply indicated imelpngemce, and his last honesty
enough to ack ledge an ! lusi
But intelligence and 1mm:uy may exiit without
spirituality or true piety. The paraile of our
Lord, if indeed it be a parable, and not the rela-
tion of what actually occurred, shows the exceed-
ing breadth of the law, and the common brothe -
Aood of man. 1f we look at it as a parable, it is
what all parables ought to be, frue to mature, in
harmony with actual facts, as all our Lord’s par-
ables were, and hence the justness of
them the basis or proof doctrine,—as the
parable of Dives and Lazarus, the doctrines of
the conscious existence of the soul after death,
and of future punishment. If just such thi as
the circumstance related in our lesson had not
frequendy happened, the lawyer might, and
doubtless would, have objected to the rely
of the story as an improbable thing ; but his
silence gave consent to the story, or illustration,
as in harmony with well-known facts.
things had not occurred, it would have been a
libel on his people, which he would have been

to

A
Our lesson illustrates to us : Man's inhumanity
to man ; The natural selfishness of the human
heart ; Human coc:rninn where least expected ;
God taking note of and judging the actions of

men.

MAN'S INHUMANITY TO MAN,

A certain man,
whether he wasa Pharisee or a Sadducee, whether

both sections,

‘unhumuhkugin(tomyruewch-,ud
m-hbl the wounds and bruises disfigured
4 that it was imp bl to make
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out his nationality. He was a man--a human
being in distress—and on the broad nd of a
common humarity, he claimed a relationship to
all, and had a claim upon all.

Went down—whichever way one travelled
from Jerusalem, he was said to o down, and from
all parts of the country it was g to Jerusalem, as it
is now up to London from Leeds or Liverpool, as
well as from Dover or Plymouth. But the
iourney from Jerusalem to Jenicho, 13 miles, was
ilerll:{ down hill nearly all the way, through a
very difficult and dangerous way. About 10
miles from the city, the traveller enters what
Jerome calls the ‘“ bloody way,” which even to
the present time has been the haunt of Arab and
other robbers, The ravines, the caverns, and the
almost inaccessible clefts furnish admirable lurk-
ing places for robbers. It is very common, even
at the presesi day, for travellers to be robbed and
even murdered here.

*“Those among whom he fell did their best to

maintain the infamous character of the spot, for
they strip| bim of his raiment, and ause,
perhaps, he made some slight resistance, or from

mere wantonness of cruelty, wounded him and
departed, leaving him half dead."— Zvench.

hold what sin loes ! It makes man an in-
human monster, and the enemy of his race.  And
there is not one of vs but would be guilty of
similar conduct, if left to himself.—2 Kings,
8:13

THE NATURAL SELFISHNESS OF THE
HUMAN HEART,

By chance. *The original word would
justify us in uymﬁ rather ** by coincidence " than
by chance—by that wonderful falling in of one
event vith another, which often, indeed, seems to
men but chance, yet is indeed of the fine weaviug-
in by God's providence of the threads of different
men’s lives into one common woof."”— Zremch.

1If we couid see all things in their relations and
in their far-reaching results, there would be no
chance, but all wondrous harmony. Like some
Persian tapestry of wondrous beauty, the under
side only of which we now see. But bye-and-bye
we shall see the other side.

A certain priest. Many priests had their
abode at Jericho, who, as their turn came, ‘dh-

Bound up his wounds—probably with
strips tomn from his own garments. Oil and
‘wine—wine to cleanse, and oil to nwllil’y and
heal. Both these, especially oil, were carried on
journeys.—Gen, 28 : 18.

et him on his own beast. * Real love
does not ask Aow little, but Ao much we may
do."—Yacobus. An Inn—* The only place
where ‘an inn, as we understand the term, is
spoken of. Not an empty caravansary, but a
r kept by a host for the reception of travel
lers. " —Alford,

Two pence—about 28 cents. Eaqual to two
days pay, and sufficient to provide » meal for
twenty-five men.

QUESTION AND PRECEPT, OR GOD TAKING NOTE
OF AND JUDGING MEN'S ACTIONS.

Which of these thiee. The Lord makes
men their own judges and pass sentence on_them-
selves. The question is turmed from * Whom
am I to love as my neighbour?" to *“ Who is
the man that shows that love ?" from the objec-
tive to the subjective : the state of the heart that
will lead to deeds of mercy, rather than to the
Yersom upon whom it :dmu{n‘ be bestowed, The

Lord fooks on the heart. Opportunities reveal
what is in the heart, and they aie numberless.

Go and do thou likewise. True reli-
gion is a practical thing. ** What noble Chris-
tian institutions have not such words founded, all un-
dreamed of, until that wondrous One come to bless
this heartless world with His incomparable love.”
—~% F. & B. James 2: 1418; 1 John 3:
10-15.  The question of the lawyer was a legal
one. ‘““What must I do?’ To do right, we
must first ée right, and that can be only by believ-
ing in the Son of God, the Good Samaritan, in
His love and mercy, and trusting in the finished
work : then shall we have the experience of Paul,
112413 ; 6:28-29; 2 Cor. §

r. Gill thus spiritualizes this parabl
wounded man represents the sad estate and con-
dition of mankind by the fall. Jerusalem signifies
peace * there God'’s visible presence in the Shek-
inah was. Jericho, a city accursed 'Z Joshua, and
a very wicked place in the days of Christ. Fall-
ing among thieves, his falling into the hands of
sin and Satan, which have robbed man of his
i 'y, honor, and defaced the image of God

charged the service of the y at |

¥ assed by. St contradiction : professed-
ly the servant of a merciful God, who required
ILI even a beast in suffering or danger, should be
rescued, to pass by a Aumaii being in distress, and
this when returning irom the service of the sanc-
tuary.—Hos, 6: Probably his excuse was
that he did not know but he might be a Samari-
tan heretic, a dog, or that he would contract cere-
monial defilement : |h|nhmlking his nl‘?ion an

ing the

in him. ~His raiment, his original righteousness,
beautiful but losable, and he now stands naked
before God. Wounded, his diseased condition.

Near death and unconscious, the sad state into | pers

which disease brings man—ex| to temporal,
spiritual and ete: death. e priest and the
Levite represent the moral and the ceremonial
law, and both, the whole law of Moses, that looks
on a man, but bas no mercy for him ; makes no

excuse for negl g uties of
humanity. Possibly, also, he gave way to selfish
fears of a like fate,—Mark 7: 11,

Likewise a Levite, The Levites were a
class who assisted in the service of the sanctuary,
but were not permitted to serve at the altar. —Ex.
6: 16-25; Num, 3. 6-10: 18: 2.7, e con-
duct of this Levite was, if possible, worse than
that of the priest, for he appears to have come
nearer, and noted more particalarly his condition,
and then passad on.—Matt, 23 : 23.

HUMAN KINDNESS WHERE LEAST EXPECTED,
A certain S The §:

him, Samaritan represents Jesus

The journeying, His assumption of our
uature, and sojourn on earth. His wminF where
he was, His putting Himself in the sinner’s place
and bearing his sins, The oil, the Grace of the
spirit_of ; and wine, the doctrines of the
gospel. The inn, the church of Christ, full of
abundant provision for his wants. Two pence,
the Old and the New Testaments. The host,
the ministers of the word, who are rlwed in
charge.  And the charge to take care of him, the
work mi have to do ; while the promise
reward when he comes again, is the reward godly

of its demands, and leaves him as it
finds S i
Cl

inhabited the central part of Palestine. This man
was exposed toat least the same danger, and he
did not know but that he might be giving aid and
comfort to one who would curse his nn‘&n. and
deem his touch polluuon ; nevertheless, ** Ae Aad
compassion on him." While the priest and the
Levite marked out as those who should have
been foremost in shewing pity and exerci

mercy, passed by, it was left to the excommuni-

shall have when Christ returns.”

Sept. ls-—hpm;—nuy— in Prayer.—Luke
9

11: 1.13. A. D 29

GOLDEN TEXT.
, Men ought alicays to pray and no* to fuint,—Luke
i IN THE STUDY,
““The lesson contains our Lord's teaching, on

18

cated Samaritan, whose 'c‘th was a by-
word, to show what love to ighbour was,

one d with prayer. But

P point,

it h‘:“hmld be remembered that .
about prayer, gave a model of h pre-
| sented examples of prayer in I)in own conduct.
His model of prayer is indeed part of the lesson
l.)ell'lz‘r:k us. .
e is the evangelist who gives frequent ref-
erences to our ]4;:5!': habits gl pu.;:?' There
are intimations of our Lord’s regular daily cus-
tom of retiring for personal communion 'il{G\ld;
instances of special prayer in connection with
special events : occasins on which our Lord
lifted up sudden and ejaculatory prayer, as Luke
lo‘;lzl ; and the account omh -ulznd-noe on
ic prayer in synagogue and temple.
usions in’ this gc::cﬂ. see at cu.P.u‘. baptism,
3. 21 ; in the wilderness, §
| pointment of the apostles, 6: 12 ;and also 9 ; 1

[ 28, 29. The only personal rny:r of our Lord
that is fully recorded, is that found in John, 17th
chapter.”—S. &, U, Notes.

**The correct reading is even briefer than that
found in our Bibles, and is as follows : ** Father,
hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come.
Give us day by day our daily bread. And for-
give us our &ins, for we also forgive every one
who is indebted to us. And lead us not into
temptation,”  We infer from this that our Lord
did not enjoin the prayer as a s/ form, to be
universally used in public worship, for if both
reports are correct, then our Lord repeated it in
an abridged form, and the briefer form is the one
prefaced by the words : *“ When ye prey, say.”
‘urthermore, Luke wrote after zhmilnily had
made some progress, and if the longer fona had
been in liturgical use, he would not have omitted
it in his account of the Sermon on the Mount,
and insert d this one at this point. Yet, opposi.
tion to the public use of thi: inspired model,
be a kind of formality quite as much as the toy
frequent repetition of it. It contains all th,
essential objects of prayer, and was therefore o
sufficient answer to the request of verse 1; bu
our Lord adds further instruction. We need tot
be taught both what to pray for, and Aow to pray,
the lesson teaches us Lﬁ{l Aow and why, and
assures us of the éfficacy of prayer.”—A1. 5. K.

W Th':‘pemvennee in prayer which the Saviour
commands on this occasion must be distinguished
from the praying without ceasing of which Paul
speaks, 7 Zhes. 5 : 47.  The laiter is a continual
prayerfulness, and living of the soul in depend-
ence upon God, even when it has nothing definite
to entreat. The former, on the other hand, is
evering prayer for something one does not im-

mediately receive, but as to which, nevertheless,
we may expect that God will give it to us in His
own time and way."-— Van Ooslersee.

‘This record is not to be considered as a report
of a part of the Sermon on the Mount, but as the
substance of that prayer given at a Jazer time, for
verse 1, evidently refers (o the ministry of John as
having been completed. The luaves here spoken
of were not as large as those in common use

t us, but were of the shape and size of a
Scouﬁ schome, smali round and flat loaves, each
one about sufficient for a single person. This
will help to explain the miracles of the loaves and
fishes. Matt. 14 : 17 ; 15 : 36. They were made
of wheaten flour or barley, the latter being chiefly
used by the poor. Jokn 6:9. As the loaves
were small and thin they did not ew# them with a

of | a knife as we do, but broke them with their hands ;

this will explain the formula in the Lord's Supper.
Mark 14: 22 ; Luke 22 : 19.

Note the gradual advance in the illustration ;
the friend who gives not from friendship, but
because of importunity ; the loving father :(vln(
from affection to his children ; our heavenl,
Father in infinite wisdom and me.r‘g vi Hz
Holy Spirit—the dest of all gifts all
mhen——ll'o \m :ho uk'tlilin"; and h‘:; conclu-
sion : a selfish maii, ve when pressed
by importunity, how msch more will God, whose

! is dless, give when to

do so,




IN THE CLASS,

‘The following points may profitally engage the
attention of the 3:: '

1st. The divine model of prayer.

and, Importunity in prayer illustrated and
eommzndm{o

3rd. The assurance of gracious answers to fer-
wvent persevering prayer,

THE DIVINE MODEL OF PRAYER.

As He was praying. Christ's was a life
of prayer.
“(old mountains and the midnight air
Witnessed the fervor of thy prayer.”

As John also. ‘* We have no record of

{::I’:‘l teachings or methods ; but prayer has ever
the duty impressed by all refo..uers.”

When ye pray say. ‘‘The things especially
characteristic of this model prayer are, reverence ;
supreme desive for God's glory ; swbmission and
a sense of frailly and danger.” Like the two
tables of the law, it illustrates man’s Cuty towards
God, and his duty towards his fellow men. As
the law is God’s commands to men, so this is the
breathing out of the heart’s desires for those
things that God requires. Kom. 8 : 3-4. Christ’s
first great work wasto produce in His disciples
the spirit of prayer. And this is to usan illustra-
tration of what the substance of our prayers
should be, rather than a form which we ought in-
variably to follow. Even He himsclf varies in
the form of words given in Matt. 6 :gvlg;
an illustration of the érevity that should cl
ize our prayers. ZLecl. 50 2.

Itis
racter-

IMPORTUNITY IN PRAYER ILLUSTRATED
AND COMMENDED,

And He said unto them., “7
ment is : if selfsh man gives in respon
rtunity, much more certainly will the Lountiful
bestow,”— Zrench. Friend. Such an

one would feel that he could ask his neighbour a
favor, At midnight.. The best time for
travel in tropical Eastern lands is the night ; so
our missionaries travel now in India. Three
loaves. One for the traveller, one for himself
as the host to eat with his guest, and one for re-
serve to avoid the copearance of scarcity, or for
his friend if very hungry. One of our loaves
would serve several, but an Eastern loaf was no
more than enough for one person. ** We
must come for bread, for that which is needful and
we cannot do without. We must come for others
as well as owrsaves, We may come with more
boldness ina strait if it be providential and not the
result of our own folly and carelessness.”—Henry.

For a friend of mine. *Thereis every
reason for seeking God's grace on beball of our
uncony ve no power to save
them in their extremity, and we must go to God
on their behalf."” —Facoims,

Trouble me not. He was within and com-
fortable, what mattered it therefore that his friend
was without and in distress. *‘It is usual for a
whole family (o sleep in the same room, especially
those in lower life, layi h:hdrbedl(oluu) on

that

m-

e Ee AR
tunity. word ¢ unity ' is ‘o0 o
Tt :hojd be s p:; shamed

Sosktng. "'The upplicint o
on knocking. * a sup-
mhngomngn kmcklnq':mlll the hmu:
arose. The perseverance is insisted on
because it shows llhl .dml;_ -~
“The scriptural examples of pra; ve most
tk-nnuuxhinuuky. '{:ympktum
of struggles. Still Howr,

THE CHRISTIAN HELPER.

THE ASSURANCE OF ANSWERS TO FERVENT
PERSEVERING PRAYER.

Isay unto you. If importunity overcomes
the real reluctance of selfish men, it will certainly
overcome the apparent denials of a loving Father.
““Though there is an aspect under which God
may present himsell to us similar to that of the
unjust judge and this churlish neighbor, yet
lherl! is ever this difference— that Ilisli: a :mi-l."
neglect and unwillingness to t, theirs a real.
Matt, 15 : 21-28 ; b’nfs‘_f: /] u;‘r??.uf&h man can
be won by importunate prayer to give, and unjust
man to do right, muc! more certainly shall the
bountiful lnrs. bestow, and the righteous Tord
do justice,” - Zrench

sk, # # geek, & * knock.—The three
repetitions of the command .re more than mere
repetitions ; since to seek is more than to ask ;
and to knock is more than to seek ; and thus in
this ascending scale of urgency, an exhortation is
given not merely to prayer but to increasing ear-
nestness.”— Zrench.

““ Good prayers,” says an old English divine,
““ never come weeping home. I am sure I shall
receive either what I ask, or what I show/d ask.”

— Phelps.

Every one that asketh, a law of the king-
dom. 29 12 Lk, 36: 37.

Stone, useless. rpent, something injuri-
ous. Scorpion, fatally hurtful.

TP y

If ye then being evil, imperfect, partial,
blind, sometimes ;‘mlle. n.r.. ou: fallen
nature is the father in us is not yet extinguished.
What a heart, then, must the Father of all i*thers
have toward His pleading children. Your
heavenly Father. Father from heaven, He

nes down to us.  When we address God, our

ayers go to Him. When He answers, He
omes to us. The Holy Spirit, the best of all
gifts and the earnest of every real good,

ILLUSTRATIONS.

“The Aediles among the Romans had their
doors standing always open, that all that had
petitions might have free access to them. The
door of heaven is always open for the prayers of
God's people."—7. Watsom,

“It is not the gilded paper and the
wm“ﬁud the petition that prevails with the
king, but the moving sense of it. And to that
G::Swha discerns the heart, heart sense is the
sense of all.”—Leghton.

“* Ask, seek, knock.” That is prayin every
form—with hands and feet and lips, pray by using
every means as well as words.

“Frederick Douglas used to say that he often
prayed for freedom, but his prayer was never
answered till he prayed with his feet.”

“1 never was decpl( interested in any object,
I never prayed sincerely and eamestly for any-
thing, dut if came at some time, no matter at how
distant a day, in some shape, probably the last
I should have devised, it came.”— Fudson.

““1 fear John Knox's prayers more than an
army of 10,000 men,~Mary Queen of Scotland.

Sept. 22. Warning against covetous-

ness, Luke 12:1323 A. D, 29
GOLDEN TEXT.
Tuke heed and beware of sovetousness. V. 15.

IN THE STUDY,

““There are a number of discourses given about
this time, between the feast of Tabernacles (Oct.
11,) and the feast of Dedication in .Dembar

of people, and warning them against th hyp ~crisy
of the Pharisees opening to the disciples taeir
dangers and their sources of help. In the
midst of one of our Lord’s most interesting
discourses, an interruption occurs, One of his
hearers has so slight an interest in the spiritual
truths which he is communicating, but had so much
at_heart the redressing of a wrong which he
believed himself to have sustained in his worldly
interests, that, as would seem, he could not wait
for a more convenient season, but broke in upon
our Lord’s teaching with that request which gave
occasion for this parable."— Zyemch.

“* It has been sometimes taken for granted that
this man who desired a civision of the inheritance,
had no right to what he was here claiming, and
was only seeking to make an unfair use of the
Saviour's influence, But how much does
this weaken the moral | All men without
any special teachi would condemn such
unrighteousness as this. But that love of
the ~world, which, keeping itselfl within the
fimits of decency and legality, yet takes all the
affections of the heait from God, and robs divine
things of their interest--against that, men have
need to be continually wamed ; and such a wara.
ing is here, —a warning not against unrighteous.
ness, but against covetousness ; for this may dis-
pllLiIM:lr in the manner in which we hold and
reclaim our own as truly as in undue snatching
that of others.-—7vench,

‘It was no part of His to take from the
opprescor, and give to the oprreugd. It was His
part to forbid oppression. It was not His office
1o determine the boundaries of civil ':fm' nor to
lay down the rules of the descent of property,
He asserted principles of love, unselfishness, and
order which would decide all questions ; but the
questions themselves He would not decide. He
would lay down the great political principle,
“Render unto Caesar the things that be Casar’s,
and unto God the things which are God's,” but
He would not determine whether this icular
tax was due to Ceesar or wot.  So too He would
say that justice, like mercy and truth, is one of
the weightier matters of the law ; but He would
not decide whether in this definite case this or
that brother had justice on his side. It was for
themselves to determine that.  That the lawsuit
should have been determined by the brothers
themselves in love, with mutual fairness, would
have been much ; that it should be determined by
authoritative arbivration was, spiritually speaking,
nothing. The right disposition of lgeuhum.
and the right disposition of their property thence
resulting, was Christ's kingdom The apportion.
ment of their property by another's di:flion had
nothing to do with His kingdom. "—Robertsom,

IN THE CLASS,

Lesson outline, 1st. Worldly covetousness
rebuked. 20d. Warned against. 3rd. Ilustrated,
WORLDLY COVETOUSNESS RERUKED,

And one of the company. Not one of
Hi; disciples, hu’l“ope of the multitude listeni
to Jesus; v. 1. who it a) re was oppressed by
brother in the matter opfh‘u patrimony. Wh’eu-
fore he applies to Christ to interpose l'{il authority,
which he imagined would have great weight with
his brother.  ** Such was the fame of Jesus, and
such credit He obtained for His ministry and
miracles, that he concluded a word from Him
would go a great way."—Dr. Gill.

The man was full of his earthly wrongs while
the Lord was talking of heavenly things,

X l;l‘hlt he dl\‘vlldc the lnh:‘ﬁun«. “An
iheritance is the propert; h is left

father to his children. An{ng the Jews the tblzn:

brother had two shares or twice as much as either

Jesus was part of the time near J (John
11) and part at Ephraim, and in the wilderness
uwM!Ehmm:ufJ«deohnu:ﬁ;
54.) He is now di tit

discoursing to a large mult
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Lord would naturally look upon Him as the mt
Rabti or ncnbe who would set all thi
And He said unto him,
Friend as the Ethiopic version renders
A word of kindly reproof. Kom.2:1;9:
There is a striking parallel to this in I'.r 1 IQ.
where Moses having sought to reconcile two
Hebrews is met byl lbeb‘quulloﬂ.‘dl!wmhl;:l
Christ was not a arbitrator and they might,
if his dtciiimlli:mltﬂ them, have asked ﬁ
the same question. Moreover He had a hi
work. He was not a lzmponl king, nor was lu
kingdom of this world. was spiritual and
heavenly ; and His work \vn with the souls of
men, And though the man may have had a just
claim hnhm?uve was m;:lw‘::‘;l. lfh.'hhch .
no tl it for the higher of which t
mbo:i speaking, Iﬁlow often is it that while
the most important truths are being proclaimed,

men’s thoughts are dwelling upon tl emhly
gains or losses or wrongs, and perhap: are in the
sanctuary not for spiritual profit but earthly ad-

vantaj This man preferred the care of his

nmk&t concerns to spiritual food—hence the

rebuke )
COVETOUSNESS WARNED AGAINST,

And He sald unto them,—unto the
mulumde *‘He saw into the covetousness of
the man's disposition, and made it an instructive
warning to His hearers.”— Alford,

Beware of Covetousness. *The best
copies hnve =—**all,” 7, ¢, ** every kind of covet-
ousness " ; because as this was one of the more
plausible forms of it, so He would strike at once
at the roof of it.” ¥, F. and B.

Covetousness, *In the original the word
is very expressive. It means the desire of having
more—not of having more because there is not
enough, not simply a craving after more—more
when a man has not enough, more when he has,
more, more, even more,”— Robdertson,

““A man may be said to be given to covetous-
1.ess, when his thoughts are wholly taken u lhoul
the world ; when he takes more pains for t
ting of earth than the getting of heaven ; when .II
his discourse is about the world ; when he over-
loads himself with worldly buimeu when he
«oth 5o set his heart upon worldl «hm‘: that he
will part with the heavenly."— Watson. ~ ** It was
covetousness which made the unjust brother to
withhold ; it was covetousness which made the
tlefrauded brother to complain to a stranger.
is covetousness which is at the bottom of all l."l-
suits, all social grievances all political lnmonl."
So St. James traces the genealogy (4 ;{
Robertson. This is one of the crying sins uf the
present day.

A nun'l 1ife. *“The word is used is
nant sense, emphatically Au life, includ
and mnm? "—Alford. The comfort «

e do not lie in these— are often
intemperately used—often embitter life, seldom
prolong it, often shorten it, Prov. j0; 8-9. The

reat truth needs to be learned and remembered
5.( happiness consists in deing not Aaving. In
what a man s not what he possesses outside of
himself. *“ He is richest who takes most with him
when he dies and leaves least behind.” How many
poor wealthy men, and wealthy E:r men ! Many
owners of millions are paupers before God,

COVETOUSNESS ILLUSTRATED,

He spake a parable, “Our Lord sets
before us one arrived at the ver{rbdgh(olworldly
prosperity, and that by no nunuuA
ustine says, ‘not by removing land

the ,nmbyomnuhm'lhuln le'
It was Gdtllanu he became rich, which
might have been a real he had known
ho;}:oueil.";d
e groun
llfull The
2! 32

—

ing if

. brough ftmh
ly of

is prosperity eunna hln

into a deeper worldliness, draws out the selfish
ropensities of his heart into stronger actions.
gle thought within himself. *The cur-
tain is here drawn we are admitted into
the inner councils of the worldrl::lq't heart,—
rejoicing over his abundance and realizing to the
letter the * maki pmvhwuforlhg flesh to
llhe lum thereof.”"-~ Zrench
darns—the bosoms of the needy,
llw hotua ol' the widows, the mouths of orphans
and infants.”—Ambrose,

This will I do. *Bams are depositories
and ies. These in the East are pits built
under fvwnd He proj to enlarge these pits |
by pul ing down the walls or sides and enlarging

hem. " — Facobus.

His folly is lwrfold he forgets the Giver, my
Sruits, m) e greedily reserves all for
himself : g!l nel such things to be food for
his soml, bnl he s death which is every day
possible,”"—

I will ur |,o my soul. * Indolence,

unony. drunkenness, and licentiousness ; in

ese four things lie this man's conception of /) Iﬁ
~ Whedon.

But God sald. *“The man had had his say,
there isnow a higher Being who puts in a word.
Man proposes but God disposes,™ James ¢ : 13-17.
““Let us mark, that just when this man was
scheming cunmng;‘ and thinking himself very
wise, God said, fool."—,

This night. How different fmm the many
ymr.v he coumed nprm. ‘Whose shall those
hings be : 6, Eccl, 2: 18, 1g.

Sollhe Selfund God are the two poles
between which the soul is placed, for the one or
other of which it must determine, and then make
that one the end and aim of all its efforts.”—

A

Therefore I say unto you. No anxious | gnd

thought, cheerfully use the means and leave the
rest with God, He is over all, cares for all, loves
all.  Thought, forethought, consideration are
commended, but not solicitude. There is sume-
thing of lnﬁmlely more importance than food and
raiment. body is but the servant of the
soul ; and I'ood and raiment are only the servants
of the body. The body and life exist only for the
soul. - The highest demands the highest care, the
jewel more tl the casket that contains it.
Heaven should have more of our thoughts than
earth.  And if we covet, let it be the dest things.
Matt. 5: 6, 1 Cor. 12: 31.

ILLUSTRATIVE,

The worldly spirit makes possession the object
of life. Christ makes deing, character, the obﬁ
Cried a wicked man, *“I am a homeless wretch ;
twice I have been in prison ; T have made ac-
quaintance with all sorts of miseries, but 1 tell
you, my worst punishment is in being am.”
* It would be delightful to have the

1, but it would be ten thousand times bet-
t!r:ﬁ:l Not what Aave 1, but what
am 1? Not wl lhl“l n. but what shall T

of | Chantry, England, oxlmeenl Sundly.ud

Ordination. —After examination bya Council
called by the church in Artemesia, Bro. JosEpH
WILLIAMSON was publicly set .pm to_the work
of the (.-ospel ministry on the jlll of )ulylul
Bro. Williamson has Len labour-
ing on that field as one of the Mhnonuh of the
Convention.

Board Meeting,—The 3rd quarterly meet
ing of the Board of the Baptist Miss. d
Ontario was held in Paris on the 17th ult. Du
the morning session Chas, Jmond, Esq.,
Guelgh Vlce-Preddem, oocu.r the chair, and

Dr. Buchan, during the remainder

of the meeh The business transacted was
chiefly routine in character, but the minutes 'I"
be found in the Baphist of July 25th. On motion
of Dr. Davidson, the Board appointed Dr.
and Revs. Wm. Muir and S. x‘" ke to editand
publish the Year Book for 1879. the edition to
consist of 1500 copies to be sold at 20 cts, each.
The quarterly sermon was preached in the even-
ing by Pmor Botterill of To-onto,

The Consolidation Scheme.—The
Committees of the three great Denominational
interests in Ontario, —Home Missions, F
Missions, and Ministerial Edu.ation—have
very considerable rmg;eu in ihe work cummllled
to them last April heir scheme for the con.
solidation of the Societies appears at length i |n the
Baptist of July 25th. The
carry on our denominati interests by one
Society which shall be nlled * The Regnhr Bap-
tist
of Ontario ;" the mmben to consist of church
members contributing four dollars and above
annually to the Convention. The officers to be a

ent, two Vice-Presidents, a Recording or
Minute b:creury, a ral Financial Secretary,
a Treasurer, work of the Convention
will be to elect a Board of Trustees of the C. L.
Institute and the Executive Missionary Board, to
receive the reports of these two Boards and to
discuss all questions to these |nulnu
The Convention is to meet annually for the above
purposes at the same time as the present Con-
vention Meetings take place in October,

Of the two to be appointed annually by
the Convention, the ZEdwcational Board (or
Trustees of Institute) will differ little from its
present constitution ; but the Missionary Board
will be centralized in Toronto ; its Treasurer and
the majority of its Executive Com. to be residents
of this city. It will have control of all mission
matters home and foreign.  But for fuller particu-
lars those interested must consult the fuller report

of the Committee.

GENERAL.
They had the bee-attitudes at the church in

)oim

services
were accordingly dispensed with. “A swarm of
bees took entire possession of the edifice,

The Old Catholics of Bavaria have held a

be? is the true question of life ing at Munich, decided not to the
Let us then come to Him vtbo alone can create | aot oﬁg Bonn Synod abolishing celil as bind-
in us clean hearts and right spirits, to Him' who | ing, lnd declared that it cannot be out in
came that we might have life, nnd that we might | Bavaria,
NOVE S IarD AR i lang delogation from the Associions of the
ited States to Geneva, Switzerland,
int 1 to attend the World's Conference of the Young
whglo“ fl'mlllgmtt. Men’s Christian Alnodanmn. which meets the
middle of this month.
DENOMINATIONAL. The A Ba have a

—_— nary in India. hhwmlowedukmwmm
ONTARIO AND QUEBEC, is called the Brownson Seminary,
— The native assistants of Té mission
Baptisms reported during the month : Ailsa | receive their training in it. The first con-
Craig 3 ; Arkona 35 ; Anq-eua Belleville 3 ; | sisting of 17 men and 4 women, was uated
Cﬁq 13 Drummond 11 ; East [ this year. The women are wives of some of the
Nmﬂﬁl’omial’nﬂuwnl(hdphi uates, and have made as good a record in
roy | Mount Elgin 2 ; Orillia 1 ; Toronto—A/e their studies as any of the men. All the graduates

St. 1, College St. 3, Parliament St. 4. are said to have passed good examinations,




It is worthy of note that the orthodox party in
the State Church of Prussia have a com-
plete victory over the Liberals or Unitarians. At
the elections for delegates to the General Synods
the former secured every representative but two,
which the Liberals elected with the help of the
middle party,

Dr. Dollinger again denies the truth of a state-
ment made, he says, for the fourteenth time in
Ultramontane journals, that he has submitted to
the d of Papal infallibility. He says he would
not God and his old age by such submis-
sion. He adds that a similar report about Prof.
Freidrichs is equally false.

Twenty-four members of the United Brethren
Chu!ch n Martinsburg, Va., have been excom-

on account of with an Odd-
fellows’ | They were all received into the
Methodist Church. The United Bre-

thren will not allow their members to become at-
tached to any secret society.

The State Church of Sweden s offering less and
less opposition o the spread of dissenting denom-
inations. The Baptists have a strong foothold in
the Kingdom, and the Methodists are rapidly in-
aﬁﬂng The latter have dedicated four chapels
in the Stockholm district in the year, and are
building three more,  The preaching services have
generally a large attendance.

The Iuru church organization in Atlanta, Ga.,
is the First Baptist Church (colored), Rev, F.
ries, pastor, with a membership of 1,450.
e of the white churches has 500 members, ano-
ther about 400, and so down. " Fifteen out of the
40 churches are Baptist. The colored Baptists of
(kw'h have bought the land, and are about to
establish a college of a high grade in Atlanta.
The A Sunday-school Union (und
inational) makes che following report : New schools
ized, 1,138, with 5,227 teachers and 41,707
u:ghn 3 schools visited and aided, 3,108, havi
15,275 teachers and 141,220 scholars ; amount ol
supplies given by missionaries, $3,742 22, not in-
cluding as much more given from New-England,
New-York, and Philadelphia ; Bibles distributed,
2,571 ; Testaments, 6,211 : total, 8,782 ; families
P o | 3 dem o

visited, 13,001 ; sermons

THE CHRISTIAN HELPER.

47

The Rev. Jervis Coats, M. A, of Govan, writ-
ing in the July number of the Scottish Baptist

lagazine, gives some of his observations during a
recent tour in Italy. He states that the priests in
Rome still oppose, as far as they dare, the exten-
sion of missionary operations by Protestant evan-
gelists, but are now reduced to the adoption of
secret and underhand means. A story illustrative
of this fact, and also of the skill displayed by Mr.
Wall, the celebrated evangelist, a gentleman well
known to many people in Glasgow, was related to
Mr. Coats at Rome. ** Oh,” said a priest, meet-
ing Mr. Wall one day, ** are in for it now.”
““What do you mean?” inquired Mr. Wall.
““There is a theatre set up beside you, and it will
draw away all your customers,” replied the priest,
“Well,” answered Mr. Wall, “We have a theatre,
which you omitted to mention, on the other side
(the reference being to a Romish place of worship
next door) ; so that we are like our Master, ée
troeen two thieves.” The priest only grinned in reply.
Mr. Wall heard afterwards that it was the priests
that had got up the theatre for the purpose of
keeping the people away from the Evangelical
Church, and that it was actually a priest who was
the principal actor.

MARRIED.,—At Claremont Baptist Chapel,
Shrewsbur“ England, on the 16th of July,
1878, W, W. ROBINSON, minister thereof,
and ANNE POWELL of the same town.

[May Heaven’s choicest blessings attend
this union.—EDp. C. H.]

» Suﬁhap School Shetches.

ENLARGING THE BORDERS.
BY MRS, SKINNER.

Amy Yeomans had seven scholars in her
Sunday school class ; fine, promising girls
they were too, She was like a mother to
them, but, li.e most mothers, had her fail-
ings. Fi ly she was one of those

4797,

There has been a serious outbreak at Kalisch,
in Russian Poland, between Jews and Roman
Catholics. Recently the practice of the Jews to
inclose their houses on the Jewish Sabbath with a
wire fence to indicate that no one might pass out
or in, was prohibited by the Government,
Jews blamed Catholics for the inter-
ference, and when the latter had their procession
on Corpus Christi Day, and had free way, with
altars at nearly every street-corner, the Jews be-
came ind?nlnl and excited, and made an attack
20 Gerored th Towith pcngre, et se

sy e, com-

k'dm to take kre( ;::j?ﬂ";:hn houses.

ve were ﬂl:: m
- persons property
A Baptist missi in the South says the
colored "‘ﬁ great progress in the
of property. e says: ‘“In all
all parts of South Carolina, G Alal
Tennessee and Kentucky, that 1

ve visited, 1
have found some colored men

800 acres of good land, al for. There are
mmhlhﬂyomp’b‘:ﬁwmh
neighbourhood.  While t four men, all
lllmbulooll his church, were for the
rchase of 1,000 acres. Deacon te of Selma,
.::rnu-opo'd plantations.”

rare individuals who are more pleased than
hurt when their faults are poin.ed out to
them ; for, while degllorin their existence,
she always said to herself, “ I must not be
offended, seeing that to Amow my faults is
ha&dleir cure.

Some people go down to their graves de-
spised for failings of which they are quite
ignorant ; no one_having had the courage to
reveal them, for fear of offence being given.

Amy Yeomans was too conservative ; her
sympathies were unduly limited, and her
sphere of action confined to limits far too
narrow. _This she learnt one Sunday after-
noon in the following manner,

While leisurely walking to school with a
friend who was on a visit to her parents,
they came up to a small group of children
who were quarrelling about some apples ;
they were presently joined by a much older
girl, who ended the dispute by taking the
apples from them. Just as they were about
to strengthen their claims ‘cries and
mz.ilen,ohenid,“Nowgoo with you to
school, and I'll give you one-a-piece when

ou come back.” Her voice peculiar
rm ring in it, and the children instantly
marched away.

The girl ueinme two ladies watching
her, quickly vani through the doorway
of a wretched-looking cottage.

“Do you know that girl?” asked Miss
Yeomans’ friend.

“ Yes, she is the daughter of the dirtiest,
most degraded man in our little town.”

“She did not seem as though she were
going herself to school.”

“ Oh no, she does not go to school.”

“ Have you ever asked her?”

““ No, for I am sure she would not come :
girls like her, though poor, have too much
pride to be looked down upon, which 1 am
afraid would be the case if I introduced her
into my class.”

“ And does no one attempt to do the girl
any good ?"

“ No one that | am aware of.”

““ Poor thing ! quite outside the fold,” said
her companion, unconsciously revealing to
Miss Yeomans that she was making a mistake
somewhere. ‘ What is her name ?”

“She bears a moSt unfortunate name,
‘Lily Thomas,’ familiarly called ‘ Lil Tom,
for she is very much like a boy.”

“Yet the name may be a true appellation,
for some lilies get sorely bedraggled with
mire.”

That night as Miss Yeomans was retiring
to rest, the b of this ¢ i
flashed upon her mind. “I am just like
some mothers,” she thought, “ who have no
care or regard for any poor homeless waifs
they may meet, their own little ones entirely
absorbing their time and attention. I must
see if I can b?' any means get Lil Tom under
my influence.”

The next afternoon she called at the cot-
tage. Oh, what a wretched place it looked !
and the inside was worse than the outside,
Two little boys were playing at marbles on
the floor, a few red cinders were smouldering
in a grate filled with ashes, the dirt on the
he:-r\ir reaching up to it.

To Miss Yeoman’s inquiries regarding Lil
they replied that she went to work, an did
not come home till seven o'clock. On the
Thursday night she called again. The girl
came to the door herself, eating a piece of
bread—her supper perhaps.

We cannot attempt to give all the conver-
sation which passed between them ; the girl
was very rough and ignorant, yet possessed
of a mge honesty,

“1 would not come to your school, not I,”
ske said, “to be put in the A B C class, a
big irl like me !”

“1 don’t ask you to do so. I should like
you to come into my class; I have seven
scholars about your age,” mentioning some
of their names.

“1 tell you I won't come. 1'd sooner run
three miles than be sneered at by them ?

“They would not do so.”

“A very good reason why—they won't
:nve.llhe Idmnce # a laugh followed this

c ly.
oq"Il!ut"gould you not persuade some of
your companions to accompan you? then a
separate class might be f L

“A separate indeed !” The girl's
colour rose. Miss Yeomans immediately
saw the error she had made, and hastened

to lwy—

“We should not do so unless you wished
oA

“1 send the little uns to school, and that's
en think ; no school for Lil Tom is
better than having stuck-up folks who are
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afraid of touching you, or sniggering every
time yer lips opened.”

Further than this point Miss Yeomans
could not get ; the girl always came back to
the same objections. It was quite a failure.
She could not be won. There was a little
comfort, however, in the thought that no
objections had been made against the bare
idea of going to school to learn ; it was only
the contingencies tha! were feared.

But Amy Yeomans did not despair. “1
may make some discovery,” she “ixa“ which
will eventually induce her to comply.”

Sitting quietly at her work one afternoon,

e an ndering over the subject.
Just then her?;t’tlc niece ran into the room
with a pitiful face, and as pitiful a tale.

“Oh, aunty,” she exclaimed, “ my new
skipping-rope is too small. [ can’t sk? half |
so well with it as I diq with my old one.

“ Well, Katy dear, I think that can soon
be remedied,” she answered.” “ By untying
these knots we can draw the rope further
through the handles, and so make it longer.”

Thus the difficulty was disposed of, and
away the little one went to her play.

Amy Yeomans learnt something from that. |
“The rope was too short she meditated,
“for the bounding form to pass under ;“ger-
haps, also, our folﬁ is too narrow, our borders
too confined, to admit that poor girl who
will not part with her objections. The rope
was lengthened : can the fold of our Sunday
school be widened, the borders enlarged ?
But how? The girl says she will not come
at all to school.”

Then the well-known saying of Mahomet
came to mind, *If the mountain will not
come to Mahomet, Mahoine' will go to the
mountain ; ” and with it this thought also,—
L y the girl will not come to school, can 1
ltake the school to her P"

Amy Yeomans then and there became a |
free-hearted Sunday school teacher. And|
she soon discovered from two to four o'clock |
on a Sunday afternoon was not the only time
when she ought to be doing the work to
which she hnﬁ dedicated herself ; that it was
not simply to girls who came to the school
she should impart instruction, but also to
those who did not come, knowing that it was
such who need:d it most.

For a long time her sphere of labour had
been confined between four walls, and then
only for two hours in the week were her
powers allowed to exercise their direct mis-
sion. Now they were escaping from that
thraldom to wander whither the r?im led,
ready at all times to teach the word.

On the next SundaHvening she called
again at the cottage, e girl was standing
at the door talking to two of her com,
similar girls to herself. Miss
kindly asked how she was.

“I'm all right,” was the reply ; the other
girls, with a visible grin on their faces, walk-
ing away.

“1 want to know if you have altered your
mind at all about going to the Sunday
school ?”

“Me? No; I'mnot so much of a whisp
of straw as that |”

“Do you so seldom change your mind ?”

“Not often,” and the girl's face certainly
bore testimony to the truth of her words ;

prese istakably inscribed upon

it
. “] have been thinking very much about

nions,
‘eomans

you this week.” Here Lil laughed.

“Me!” she exclaimed, “well, I declare !
I should like to hear what it was. It would
be like having my fortune told.”

“1 shall willingly tell you, if you would
allow me to sit down in your house.”

“ Oh, you can come in if you like.”

There was no one else in the room, so
when a chair had been obtained and dusted,
the girl asked in her abrupt way, “ Now,
what was it ?”

“1 should like to know, first, if you have
ever any wish to be like other girls who are
educated and attend Sunday school ?

“I should like it well enough."

“ But do you ever wish it ?

“1 wish lots of things.”

“But please answer my question.” The
voice was low and sweet, seemingly quite to
astonish the girl ; she raised her eyes, and
looked keenly at her questioner, then replied,
“Sometimes.”

“1 amsoglad ;"—again the same tone and
the same questioning look. There was a
dead pause after that, which was broken by
the girl asking,—

“ What makes you come here? You seem
a real lady, and it is not often such like
trouble themselves about folks like me, nor
come into a sty like this.”

“You could make this room much more
comfortable if you liked.”

“1 don't know how ; and if 1 try, father
swears, and says | am wasting his money.”

“ But cleanliness is not waste ; ” and then
she pointed out several things in the room
which might be made to look quite nice with
the aid of soap and water, adding a little
general advice, given not in an authoritative
tone, but in a simple suggestive manner.

“ It's always been the same,” said the girl;
“when mother was alive it was no better.”

“If you made home more comfortable,
your father might stay at home more,”

“ Himstay at home! You don’t know him,
or You‘would not say that.”

“You might try.”

“1 thought you were a Sunday school
teacher,” she asked with a puzzled look on
her face.

“So I am.”

“ You talk like as if you'd kept a reg'ster
office.”

“Why do you think so?”

“Seems as if you were a practised hand
at advising girls,”

“1 certainly like to advise girls when they
will let me.”

A bare rehearsal of words which after-
wards passed between them would give but
a faint idea of what transpired. They
passed from temporal things to talk of those
religious, Amy Yeomans telling Lil 4ll she
had thought concerning her. An unseen
influence was at work which the girl could
not resi;t. It was not i:n ldore tears
rose to her eyes—eyes which seldom we;
save when her father beat her. oy

It was ‘not long before a compact was
made between them to the effect that Miss
Yeomans was to come every Sunday evening
;t eight o'clock for the purpose of teaching

er.
“Would you mind Poll coming?” referring
to one of her companions.

“1 shall be pleased to see any one you like

to invite.”

That but the commencement of a
large c numbering about twelve girls,
who were all Lil's work-companions or

neighbours. After a while they also met
once a week at Miss Yeomans’ house.

It was not all accomplished at once. The
story is soon told, but the labour was very

eat. Many times was the teacher dis-

eartened, and about to give up in despair;
the girls were rude and ignorant, oftentimes
they would laugh and sneer at most solemn
truths.  Her friends chided her, some were
very sarcastic in their remarks, but still she
went on, and at last, after many weary
months, success came.

One Sunday night, when Lil's cottage
room was almost full with the assembled
class, who should come in but her father!
He knew of the meeting, had PvFivcn his con-
sent to it, especially after Miss Yeomans
agreed to pay something towards fire and
light. But he had always been out at the
public-house,

He sat and listened to all that was said,
and after that was never absent.

When Lil at length summoned up cou
to attend the afternoon class held in the
schoolroom, six of the other girls accom-
panied her. And when she went to chapel,
to the surprise of nearly everybody, Aer
| father went with From henceforth
im Thomas became a changed man. He

ad often stood inside the cottage door un-

known to those inside, listening to the same
stories he had heard from his mother's lips.
His was not a sudden conversion ; rather
like a child commencing to talk did he be-
come possessed of the knowledge of his own
sinful condition, and the fudonin love of
God. So while the little sling, unlike that of
David's, had been aimed at a low mark, it
had struck higher, even to the heart of a
Goliath in wickedness.

At the same time Lil Tom became so
altered that no one thought of calling her
anything else but Lily, and the name was
truly ar ropriate ; her life grew as pure and
beauti uYas any lily flower,

All this sprang from that one teacher bé-
coming convinced of the narrowness of her
actions, Two other ladies were induced to
commence similar work, till the evening cot-
tage classes were recognized as an important
part of school work.

But, alas ! after al! this sunlight fell a great
heavy shadow. A cruel hand tore the
floweret away, and on earth poor Lily

Thomas was known no more, save in sweet
remembrance. Her dress caught in the
machinery while at work, she was

carried home a mangled corpse. There, in
the room which she had made beautiful
since the time her life began to amend, laid
they her dead form ; and there came her
fellow scholars with loving hands to strew
pure lilies over her coffin. They carried her
to her last resting-place, Miss Yeomans
walking with the father as chief mourner.
Though her grief was , yet joy abounded
that before it was too late this lamb had been
brought into the fold.— London Sunday
School Teacher.

THERE was a ludicrously sudden descent
fr|om the sublime to the ri'cjlfculou where a
clergyman, preaching on the “ Mini; of
Angels,” suddenly observed, “I ﬂ a
whisper.” The change of tone started one
of the deacons who sat below, from a drows;
mood, and 'pn'lmi‘ngto hisl‘eulneaiet{,-
“It's the boys in the gallery.”




