- rry——;

i
OO0

A aan s a A A e A N

VYV VY Y VY, YV, YV, VY v v vy

B L R D A DO R TI(

-

THE 8 @ B ® B D
IFTY-NINTH

4 REPORT e

N
b0

S . LB V-9 Mmﬂmézmmvi

k UPPER CANADA
BIBLE SOCIETY

NG 7T ST VIV VTTTT: a4 J
e

K

FOR THE e
VEAR ENBING MARGH 31, 1399

N

SEVENTIETH YEAR OF THE SOCIETY'S OPERATIONS

With a Report of the

| ﬂnnivergary" Meeting

++Held on 30th §]ay, 189944

TORONTO
Hill Printing Co., 48 Richmond St. West
1899




Life Members

Office-Bearets of the Upper Canada Bible Society

Standing Committees for 1899-1900,..... g

Laws and Regulations

Grant of Scriptures to Sunday Schools o4

Rules Rezommended tc; Branch Societies

Form of Bequest

Branch éfﬁce-Burers of ¢;ver Twenty-Five Years Standing
Fifty-Ninth Annual Report

Donations and Betqoesls 5. £ L oiadl s X

Issues of Scriptures from Toronto Deépository, 1898-99
Colportage it Year 1898 g9 .. ..

Kibtast ot the Report of the British and Foreign Bible Society ............ ...

Reports of Agents

Income and Issues of the Upper Canada Bible Society from its Commencement

R

Toronto Subscriptions to the Upper Canada Bible Society.. .

Branch Subseription Lists . .. .. .utese. voivhensinihnsesis,

. | Branches and Depositories of the Upper Canads Biblé Sociely’. ., % ..

p » it 5 o >
. Report of the Anniversary Meating:. .o o iSO LG L hox-los

Specimm bﬂ‘ype used in.tﬁe society"'s:B_ib!-u,a‘qd.Te_s;ane;h' ek . e . .




THE
FIFTY-NINTH REPORT

The Upper Canada Bible Society

FOR THE

Pear Ending Havch 315t, 1899

BEINC THE 70th YEAR OF THE SOCIETY'S OPERATIONS
UNDER ITS SUCCESSIVE NAMES OF

“ York Bible Society,” “ City of Toronto Bible Society,” and
“Upper Canada Bible Society”

WITH A

REPORT

e L o

OF THE

ANNIVERSEARY MEETING

HELD MAY 30th, 1899.

TORONTO:
Hill Printing Co., 48 Richmond St. West.
1899.




B

-

e e e IO s

Ignatius Cockshutt, Esq., Brantford.
Mrs. Robert Marsh, Richmond Hill.
Lewis Marsh, Esq., Richmond Hill.
James Marsh, Esq., Richraond Hill.
Mrs. John Macdonald, Toronto.

Hon. Geo. W. Allan, Toronto.

Sir J. W. Dawson, LL.D., Montreal.
Samuel Alcorn, Esq., Toronto.

John A. Marsh, Esq., Richmond Hill
Mrs. Qnantz, Richmond Hill.

Mrs. James Watson, Hamilton.
George Shaver, 1%sq., Etobicoke.

Mrs. William Donald, Los Angeles, Cal
Absalom Travis, 1isq., Grimsby.

Mrs. Mary Dalziel, Vaughan.

Mrs Alex. Gibson, Richmond I1ill.
John K. Taylor, Ksq., Smith Township
Rev. Geo. Young, D.D., Toronto.

W. H. Gibbs, lisq., Toronto.

Mrs. Thomas Jewett, Bayfield.

Mrs. D. D. Caldwell, Sarnia.

Rev. Geo. Miller, Woodstock.

William Jordan, Esq., Fenelon Falls.
Abraham Allbright, Esq., S. Cayuga.
R. Wanzer, Esq., Buffalo, N. Y.

Rev. J. W. Beaumont, D.D., London.
Mrs. John W. Ball, Niagara.

Mrs. Sloan, Glenwilliams.

Walter McFarlane, Esq., Toronto.
John Pickering, Esq., Lucknow.

John Black, Esq., Ayr.

Mrs. Charles Doan, Aurora.

Walter Scott, Esq., Richwood.
William Snider, Esq., Guelph

Henry A. Miller, Esq., Bridgeport.
Robert Black, jr., Esq., Gorrie.
Ferguson Whiteaide, Ksq. Lit. Britain.
Thomas Ryan, Esq., Winnipeg.

UPPER CANADA BIBLE

(In orde~ of Election).

LIEFE MEMBERS

I'HE

SOCIETY

Thos. H. McCaul, Esq., Toronto.

Mrs. George Dawson, Brampton.

Mrs, John Cline, North Grimsby.

James Robinson, iisq., Toronto.

Robert Sharpe, 1sq., Starkville.

Mrs. T. H. McCanul, Toronto.

Miss B. J. McCaul-Thompson, Toronto.

latt Hinman, Esq., Grafton.

W. J. Armstrong, Ksq., New Westmin-
ster, B.C.

William Wilson, Esq., Constance.

Mrs. Thomas Kirkpatrick, Thedford.

John Whicher, Esq., Caledonia.

Mrs. Thomas Meikle, St. Andrew’s, Que.

Henry Dennis, Esq., Weston.

Robert Paxton, lsq., Otterville.

James 8. Black, Ksq., Ayr.

George Harris, Esq., Dungannon.

Mrs. Hurdon, Toronto.

John McCalla, Eeq., St. Catharines.

John Brown, Ksq., Elfrida.

John Foote, Esq., Weston.

Mrs. Agnes McNab; Rockwood.

Mrs. James Lindsay, T'p. of Seneca.

Robt. Guthrie, Esq. Ayr.,

Mrs. Wm. Edsall, T’p of Walpole.

George W. Cline, Esq., North Grimsby.

Mrs, John Newton, T'p of Hungerford.

Mrs. Carmen M. Gould, Colborne.

James S. Whicher, Esq., T’p of Seneca.

Mrs. George Harris, Dungannon.

David Higgins, Esq., Toronto.

Miss Sarah Pettigrew, Toronto,

Mrs John Histon, Burlington.

Mrs. Alice A. Rutherford, Colborne.

Rev. W. P. Walker, Elfrida.

Mrs. Agnes Edgar, Gorrie.

Mrs. Mary Hope, Carberry, Man,

Rev. Ca
Hon. S

Gov
Rev. J.
Right Re
M. Swece
Rev. Jol
George |
Rev. Prc
Rev. Prc
Hon. S.
Rev., E.
Rev. Wi

Knc
Right R

Bist

Warring
Rev. B.

The Re



ronto.
\pton.
imsby.
onto.

ville,

to.

on, Toronto.

.
v Westmin-

nstance.
Thedford.
onia.
\drew’s, Que.
n.

ville.

annon.
tharines.
ood.

f Seneca.
Valpole.

th Grimsby.

Hungerford.
Iborne.

'pof Seneca.

\nnon.

1to.

ronto,

ton.

. Colborne.
.

, Man,

OFFICE-BEARERS OF THE UPPER CANADA BIBLE SOCIETY FOR
THE YEAR 1899-1900.

Patron
His Excellency The Earl of Minto, Governor-General.

President

The Honorable Geo. W. Allan.

Vice-Presidents

Rev. Canon Sanson.

Hon. Sir Oliver Mowat, Lieut-
Governor of Ontario,

Rev. |. G. Manly.

Right Rev. Bishop Hellmuth, D.I’

M. Sweetnam, Esq.

Rev. John Potts, D.D.

George Hague, Esq.

Rev. Prof. Gregg, D.D.

Rev. Prof. MacLaren, D.D.

Hon. S. H. Blake, Q.C.

Rev. E. H. Dewart, D.D.

Rev. Wm. Caven, D.D., Principal of
Knox College.

Right Rev. A. Sweatman, D.D.,
Bishop of Toronto.

Rev. J. P. Shcraton, D.D., Principal of
Wycliffe Cllege.

Walter B. Geikie, Esq., M.D.

Ignatius Cockshutt, Esq.

Right Rev. Maurice Baldwin, D.D.,
Bishop of Huron.

Rev. j. M. Cameron,

Samuel Alcorn, Esq.

Rev. A. Carman, D.D., General Supt.
Methodist Church of Canada.

John K. Macdonald, Esq.

Rev. W. S. Blackstock, D.D.

Warring Kennedy, Esq.

Treasurer
J. K. Macdonald, Esq.

Secretaries

Warring Kennedy, Esq., \ Honorary

Rev. B. D. Thomas, D.D., | Secretaries.
Directors

CLERICAL.....

The Rev. A. Gilray,
Bernard Bryan.
F. H. DuVernet, B.D.
T. R. O’Meara, B.A.
Wm. Frizzell, pH.B.
W. R. Parker, D.D.
A. B. Chambers, LL.B.
. F. Ockley.
A. H. Baldwin, M.A.
J. A. C. McCuaig.
H., M. Parsons, D.D.
P. C. Parker.
S. A. Dyke.
S. Carruthers.
A. McGillivray.
G. A. Rix.
W. H. Hircks, LL.B.
E S. Rowe.
J. B. Kennedy, n.A.
H. F. Thomas.
Mr. John Young,
Mr. Jas. M. Robertson,

John C. Copp, Esq., Minute Secretary.
John Harvie, Esq., Permanent Secretary

David Higgins, Esq.

A. T. Crombie, Esq.

N. W. Hoyles, Esq., Q.C.
Elias Rogers, Esq.

J. G. Scott, Esq., Q.C.

E. Coatsworth, Jr., Exq.
C. R. Cooper, Esq.
Albert Ogden, Esq.

T. M. Edmondson, Esq
Robert W. Doan, Esq.
Thos. Mortimer, Esq.

W. J. Robertson, Esq.
John Aitken, Esq.

Henry Hough, Esq., M.A., LL.D.
Jas. Turnbull, Esq., B.A.
W. H, Eakins, Esq.

J. H. G. Hagarty, Ksq.
Chas. McD. Hay, Esq.
W. Sloan, Esq., M.D.
John Gordon, Esq.

\ Joint Depositaries,

J

102 Yonge St., Toronto.




DISTRIBUTION

Rav

“"

MR.

AGENCY AND COLPORTAGE.

. BERNARD BRYAN,
ALEX. GILRAY.
DR. PARKER.
WM. FrizzrLL.
G. H. Rix.

H. F. THOMASs.
W. H. HINCKs.
J. B. KENNEDY.

. A. H. BALDWIN.
A. B. CHAMBERS,
P. C. PARKER.
J. C. Ockrey.
A. McGILLIVRAY,

MR.

KETCHUM TRUSTS.
MR.

.
L

‘“

WwMm.

A. T. CROMBIE.

J. G. ScorT.

C. R. COOPER.

W. B. GEIKIE, M.D.
RoBerT W. DOAN.
Davip IHGGINS.
W. J. ROBERTSON.
W. H. EAKINS.

E. COATSWORTH, ]JR.
ALBERT OGDEN.
THOMAS MORTIMER,
CHAs. McD. Havy.
SLoan, M.D.

OF SCRIPTURES ON RAILWAYS AND STEAM-

BOATS, IN PRISONS, HOSPITALS, HOTELS, ETC, ETC.

. Dr. PARsons,

F. H. Du VERNET.
EvL1As ROGERS,

N. W. HovLss,

. T. R. O'MEARA.
J..A. C. McCuaie,
S. CARRUTHERS,

S. A. Dyke.
E. S. Rowg,

MR,

‘"
‘

JoHN AITKEN.,

T. M. EDMONDSON.
James TURNBULL.

J. H. G. HAGARTY.

CARE OF PREMISES.

MR.

“
‘o

“

FINANCE,

C. R. COOPER.
J. G. ScorT.
HeNrY HoUGH.
ALBERT OGDEN,
JouN GORDON,

THE PRESIDENT, TREASURER AND SECRETARIES.

AUDITORS.

Mgessrs. A. T. CRoMBIE, THOS. MORTIMER AND RoBksT W. DOAN.

N. B.—The President and Secretaries are also ex officio members of each of the
above Committees,

(Any two having power to act.)

Socr
—th

and

Bib!
supj

tors
Rep
cler
fore
in t
cler
mee
the
Case

Bos
oth
sha

Vic
Pre
tha

Soc
or 1
Bri
shs

of
Pre

of




each of the

LAWS AND REGULATIONS

OF THE
UPPER CANADA BIBLE SOCIETY.

As adopted at a General Meeting of the Sociely, held in the City of Toronto, on
the 3rd Day of August, 1855, and amended at Geneval Mectings held
on the 13th day of April, 1880, 18th day of November,
1887, and 30th day of May, 1895.

[UNDER THE ACT OF INC‘)IH‘()R.\'I'H)N.J

Arricte I. This Society shall be denominated the ¢ Urrer CaNapa BiBLe
Sociery,” having the same object in view as the British and Foreign Bible Society
—that is, the circulaticu of the Bible without note or comment,

II. This Society shall endeavor to unite all Bible Societies in the Province
and to concentrate their operation, in order to give more efficiency to the whole

III. This Society shall maintain, in the City of Toronto, a general depot of
Bibles and Testaments, from which all Societies in connection with it shall be
supplied with the Scriptures at the lowest price at which they can be afforded.

IV. The business of the Society shall be carried on by a Board of Direc-
tors, to consist of a President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer and Secretaries, and a
Representative from each Branch, as provided in Article V., together with twenty
clerical and twenty lay members, so selected as to give the Board always, as be-
fore, a representative character as regards the principal religious bodies interested
in the work of the Society, five of whom shall form a quorum. The three
clerical and the three lay members who shall have attended the least number of
meetings of the Board shall not be eligible for re-election, except in cases where
the non-attendance has arisen from illness, or absence from the city, in which
cases the Board may nominate such member or members for re-election.

V. Each Branch Society shall be entitled to a representative on the General
Board. The President of the Branch shall be ex officzo such representative or any

other resident member whom the Committee may appoint as substitute, who
shall be a member of such Branch.

VI. At any meeting of the Directors the President, or in his absence the
Vice-President first upon the list then present, and in absence of such Vice-

President, the Treasurer, and in his absence such member as shall be chosen for
that purpose, shall preside.

VII. Each person paying annually one dollar shall be a member of thisg
Society ; and persons paying fifty dollars at any one time, either to this Society
or to any of the Branch Societies in connection therewith, or through them to the
British and Foreign Bible Society, or who may have rendered important services,
shall, at the discretion of the Directors, be declared Life Members.

VIII. Each Life Member of this Society shall be furnished with a certificate

of membership, under the corporate seal of the Society, duly signed by the
President and Secretaries.

IX. The Board of Directors for the time being shall have the appointment
of the Permanent Secretary, Agents, Depositary, Colporteurs, Book-keeper and




V1. LAWS AND REGULATIONS.

Assistants of the Society, and the fixing of all salaries and allowances ; and
shall have the superintendence and management of all the property, real and
personal of the corporation, as well as the management and control of its general
affairs and the appropriation of its funds, with full power to enact such rules as
may be requisite to effect the objects contemplated by the Act of Incorporation.

X. The Board of Directors shall meet for the transaction of business on the
third Tuesday of each month, at the hour of 7.30 p.m. Special meetings may be
® called by the Secretaries at any time, at the request of the President or of any
three Directors.

XI. The Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be held on the second
Wednesday in tiie month of May in each and every year, or at such other time as
the Directors for the time being, may dezm best for the interests of the Society,
when the officers and Directors for'the ensuing year shall be chosen ; a report of
the operations of the Society during the foregoing year shall be presented, to-
gother with the Treasurer’s and Depositary’s ascounts duly audited. Special
general meetings may be called at any time by the Board.

XIL. In caseof the death or removal of any Director or officer during the
year, the Board shall at the next ensuing meeting thereof fill such vacancy.

XIII. No alteration of these By-laws shall be made except at a General
Meeting of the Society, and after one month’s notice of the proposed alterations
has been given to the Board.

RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS RELATIVE
TO GRANTS TO SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, SEPTEMBER, 1878.

That in all applications for grants of Bibles to Sunday-Schools the applicant
be requested to furnish the Secretaries with an account of the state of the
school ; the number of scholars and teachers ; the amount of funds at the disposal
of the managers ; who are its officers ; and why it is necessary to make such ap-
plication ; all of which should in every case be certified by a minister of the
Gospel, or some person of known respectability. And further, this Board recom-
mends that the Secretaries make grants in future only to destitute settlements,
reporting the same to the next General Meetiug of the Board of Directors.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE RELATIVE TO “GRANTS TO
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS,” ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS,
18tH JUNE, 1888,

That the forms of application for grants already in use, as authorized by the
Board in October, 1867, and September, 1878, regarding Sunday-Schools, be con-
tinued, although it is right to state that the superintendents of schools have not

availed themselves of the privileges offered in the form of September, 1878, to any
extent.

In the opinion of your Committee, mission churches and schools under de
nominational auspices are not in general to be considered fit objects for the gratu-
itiqs of this Society ; but missions among Indians, Jews, French Canadians,
Chinese, Italians, etc., though under denominational auspices, are not to be taken
as coming under this general rule.
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RECOMMENDED TO BRANCH SOCIETIES.
(Revised May 17th, 1887.)

I. That a Society be formed in connection with the Upper Canada Bible
Society, and through it with the British and Foreign Bible Society, for the pur-
pose of contributing to the circulation of the Holy Scriptures without note or com-
ment.

II. That the Society be denominated * THE BrancH BIBLE
Socrery.”

III. That all persons subscribing one dollar annually shall be members of
the Branch Society ; and those subscribing twenty dollars at one time shall be
life members of the same,

IV. That the business of this Society shall be conducted by a President,
Vice-President, Treasurer, Secretary, and a Committee consisting of not less than
e —————other members ; five to constitute a quorum.

V. That all Ministers of the Gospel who are subscribers to the Society shall
be members of the Committee.

VI. That the Committee shall meet quarterly or oftener ; time and place of
meeting to be fixed by themselves.

VII. That the Committee divide their sphere of operation into districts, and
appoint visitors for each district to solicit subscriptions and donations, and also
to ascertain the wants of the people regarding the Word of God.

VIII. That the whole of the subscriptions and donations received by this
Branch Society, shall, after deducting incidental expenses, be remitted yearly to
the Upper Canada Bible Society, or through it to the British and Foreign Bible
Society, for the parpose of translating the Word of God into the various lan-
anages, and for supplying the whole world, through the Parent Institution, with
the pure Word of God.

IX. That a depository for the sale of the Holy Scriptures be opened in &
suiiable central locality, and that the books be placed in a conspicuous position,
the necessary supply being obtained from the Upper Canada Bible Society on sale.
Remittances on purchase account to be made from proceeds of sales only.

X. That a General Meeting of the Subscribers be held on the—————day
of—————, in each year, at————, when the accounts shall be presented ; the
proceedings of the past year stated ; moneys voted, a new Committee appointed,
and a Report agreed upon ; the Report to be published under the direction of the
(Committee if required, and a copy forwarded to the Secretary at Toronto.

XI. That on the formation of a new Committee, the President, Vice-Presi-
dent, Treasurer, Secretary, and such three-fourths of the other members of the
Committee as have most frequently attended, shall be eligible for re-election fox
the ensuing year.

FORM OF BEQUEST TO THE UPPER CANADA BIBLE SOCIETY.
I bequeath the sum of § to the Upper Canada Bible
Society, to be paid for the purposes of said Society, to the Treasurer

thereof for the time being, whose receipt shall be a good discharge

for the same.
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ABSTRAECT

OF THE
FIFTY-NINTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

UPPER CANADA BIBLE SOCIETY, 1898-99

FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 31ST, 1399.

Compared with past centuries, that now closing has been one of
bold and successful enterprise and effort—but compared with the world’s
needs, and the means and opportunities of supplying them, the followers
of the Lord Jesus are but beginning to realize their obligations, and the
duties devolving upon them. When this century dawned upon us, the
Sacred Book, even in the Motherland, was a rare and expensive volume,
often beyond the reach of the poor, while throughout the greater portion
of the world its contents were almost unknown. At this period, (1804)
to meet a local necessity, the BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE
SOCIETY was organized. * The little one has become a thousand,” and
to-day our Parent Society numbers in its ranks, over 7,600 Auxiliaries,
Branches and Associations, in different parts of the world, while sister
Bible Societies, with their branches, have sprung up in many lands, all
working on the same lines, to supply the world’s need of the Holy Scrip-
tures. The following statistics are suggestive of the vastness and value of
the operations of the British and Foreign Bible Society and its branches :
Since its establishment, millions of dollars have been expended in the
production and circulation of the Scriptures ; the total number of issues to
the close of the last year (31st March, 1899) being 160,009,393 copies.
These have been printed in more than g4oc different languages
and dialects, and by means of local depots, colporteurs and bible-women,
distributed even to the uttermost parts of the earth. The average annual
circulation is over 4,000,000 copies, and to accomplish this work, last

B




2 ANNUAL REPORT.

year over 725 colporteurs and bible-women were employed. This wonder-
ful dissemination of the Truth of God has been made possible by the
careful research, the patient effort, the scholarship, and the whole of that
great process by which it is translated into different and previously un-
known tongues. The encouragement in this service 1s the promise, “My
word shall not return unto Me void.”

The present is a very important epoch in history. Representatives
of many nations are now assembled in the world’s first *“ Peace Confer-
ence,” with a view to disarmament, and to discuss plans for the settlement
of all future international difficulties, by the more reasonable and right
eous means of arbitration, as declared in the prophetic language : ** And
He shall judge among the nations, and shall rebuke many people; and
they shall bear their swords into ploughshares, and their specars into
pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more.”

The Churches are pledging themselves to the raising of “ Twentieth
Century ” funds for denominational work.  Why should not the Bible
Societies unite in a more earnest effort for the circulation of the Word of
Giod, the Sword of the Spirit, the great weapon which is to subdue all
pations, and hasten the time when “ His dominion shall be from sea even
to sea, and from the river even to the ends of the earth.”

Sixty years ago the UPPER CANADA BIBLE SOCIETY, with
much weakness, but in earnestness, and with faith in God, entered upon
the blessed work of-aiding the British and Foreign Bible Society by cir-
culating the Holy Scriptures in the Province of Upper Canada. Our
work has gradually increased and extended. The territory which we now
occupy is great, reaching to the Pacific ocean, and covering a consider-
able portion of the Dominion. ~ By the blessing of God, this Society, for
many years past. has been enabled to send generous contributions to aid
the parent Society in its noble and extensive missionary work throughout
the world, in addition to a large annual grant to our sister Auxiliary Bible
Society in Quebec.

It isa great honor and a sacred privilege to be associated in so good
a cause, and as one of its principal Auxiliaries, to co-operate with the
British and Foreign Bible Society in endeavoring to dispel the darkness
that overshadows the earth, and to implant the knowledge of the living
and true God; and we pray that the time may speedily come when every
kindred, tribe and nation shall bow, and every tongue confess that He 1s
God. An abstract of the report of the past year’s operations of the British
and Foreign Bible Society, issued a few days ago in London, Eng., is
attached to this, and will be found most interesting to its readers. (See

pages 9 to 23).
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Our WoRrkK.

We regret to record the removal by death or two of our vice-presi-
dents duriug the past year, viz., the Right Reverend Bishop Sullivan, D.D.,
and the Rev. Robert Wallace. Resolutions of condolence with the families
and friends of the deceased were passed by the Board of Directors, and
entered in the minutes of the Society, a copy being sent to the widow in
each case.

The business of the Society for the past year has been of an en-
couraging nature, indicating no diminution in the interest of Bible circul-
ation. An abundant harvest and a return of general prosperity seem to
have dispelled the recent signs of depression and discouragement through-
out Canada.

Although the total revenue of the Society is somewhat less than that
of last year, the apparent deficit is attributable almost entirely to the fact
that the bequests and special donations are not so large as in the previous
year, the general contributions from branch societies being well maintained.

Twenty-seven thousand, one hundred and eighty-five (27,185) copies
of the Scriptures, in twenty-two languages and dialects. were issued from
the Toronto Depository during the past year. The number is not so
large as in the previous year, probably the result of importations by dealers
from another province. A large supply of the Scriptures, in English, and
all the different foreign languages and dialects required in the Dominion,
will be kept in stock so that all orders can be supplied from the Toronto
Depository. All are sold at cost price.

At Toronto harbour, eighteen (18) steamers carrying passengers to
and from that port were presented with large-print Bibles for the use of
travellers, etc. All were cheerfully received, and some Bibles placed
years ago, were found still in use on the cabin tables.

BRANCH SOCIETIES.

An additional number of branches undertook to hold their annual
meeting without the assistance and consequent expense of an Agent’s
visit. The holding of union meetings of the different congregations, in
one of the churches or public halls, in towns and villages on a Sabbath
afternoon or evening, the resident ministers taking active part in the
meeting, has proved very interesting and advantageous. This plan is
again earnestly recommended to such branch societies as can make it
convenient to do so, once a year.

A few branches, formerly valuable assistants to the revenue of this
Society, we regret to say, are not now so active and enthusiastic, but we
hope that the efforts made to resuscitate them will soon prove effective.

Sincere thanks are due, and are hereby tendered, to the resident
Ministers and faithful officers and collectors in connection with the differ-
ent branches ; also to the individual contributors for continued support of




4 ANNUAL REPORT.

this great and Christ-like work of disseminating the Holy Scriptures at
cost price, or free to those who cannot purchase.

Eleven new branches and depositories have been opened during the
past year, viz. :

IN OntTARIO—Bewdley, East Oxford, East Zorra, West Zorra, Elgin
burg and Glenvale, Stromness, Wilmer and Perth Road.

IN ManiToBa—Binscarth, Gilbert Plains.

IN BriTisH Corumeia —Upper Grand Forks, Rossland.

COLPORTAGE,

The work of Colportage has been extended during part of the year,
more especially in British Columbia, where our Colporteurs have done ex-
cellent service, along the new Railway lines ; in mining districts ; lumber
camps, factories, canneries, Public Works, etc., etc. Also among fisher-
men and sailors tempcrarily in the harbours, some of them en-route to
the North Seas on whaling expeditions, expecting to spend two years or
more on the trip. A number of the sailors purchased Bibles and Tes
taments in different languuges, while others were supplied with free
copies. In British Columbia the Colporteurs found very many persons
who had no copy of the Scriptures, and not a few who openly declared
that they did not want any.

In Manitoba, the North-West Territories and the more remote por
tions of Ontario, the work has been faithfully prosecuted, and special
care is being taken to provide the Scriptures in the various languages
required by the recently arrived foreigners who have settled in Manitoba
etc.

Thirteen Colporteurs were engaged in this work, for longer or
shorter periods during the year.

The Colporteurs had many opportunities ~of personal conversation
with infidels and others who were perfectly careless regarding their
eternal interests ; the sick and infirm were visited, the Scriptures
read and prayers offered—and frequent religious meetings were conducted
where there were no regular services. Such services on the part of the
Colporteurs were much appreciated, and good results were visible.

For details of Colportage work see Schedule (Page 6).

OTHER AUXILIARIES,

We rejoice to notice the successful prosecution of the work of Bible
circulation by our sister Auxiliaries of the British and Foreign Bible
Society, such as Quebec, Montreal, Perth, Ottawa, and the Western
Ontario (London)—all working in harmony and Christian co-operation.
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY.

Now that the war hetween the United States and Spain has ended,
we sincerely trust that every effort will be put forth to cover the new
fields opened for the circulation of God’s Word among the people of
those conquered lands, and that the British and Foreign and the Amer-
ican Bible Societies joined heart and hand, will have abundant success,
with the blessing of God, in Christianizing our fellow-men in those long
neglected fields.

In a spirit of deep gratitude to God for His guidance and realizing
our own weakness and imperfections in the service we have sought to
render, we rely on Him for the results which no human reason can calcu-
late, and the records of time never disclose ; but in faith we look forward
in anticipation to that glorious day when all nations whom He has
made shall come and worship before Him, and shall glorify His name.

[ssURS FROM THE TORONTO DEPOSITORY FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH 3IST,
1899, AND COMPARISON WITH THOSE OF THE PREVIOUS YEAR.

1897-98. 1898-99.
To Branches and the Trade Bibles, 8.127 8,504
Testaments, 6,381 4,859
Portions, 101 305
——14,690~ 13,668
By Colporteurs............ S Bibles, 3,628 4,442
Testaments, 3,667 3,089
. i epnamin [ JRO R e S LA
At the Depository Bibles, 1.411 1,172
Testaments, 3,550 2,569
Portions, 1,379 1,522
6,340-—— 5,263
Gratuitous Issues...... Bibles, 389 388
Testaments, 503 33
Portions, 124

Total for Year 27,185

Issues in the various languages included in the above total : German, 980; French,
296 ; Hebrew, 124 ; Chinese, 82 ; Italian, 41 ; Icelandic, 38; Ojibway, 23 ; Greek,
21 ; Russian, 19 ; Gaelic, 15; Spanish, 10; Cree, 6; Swedish, 6 ; Finnish, 4 ;
Polish, 4 ; Arabic, 3 ; Danish, 3 : Hungarian, 3 ; Welsh, 3 ; Armenian, 2 ; Irish, 2 ;
Syriac, 1. Total, 16g6. ‘

Decrease of issues, as compared with previous year, 2,165.

Total issues of the Upper Canada Bible Society since its commencement, I,777,-
332.
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FINANCES.

Income of the Upper Canada Bible Society for the year ending
March 31st, 1899, compared with income of previous year :

1897-98. 1898-99

vosews o9 SIS 84 $ 7977 69

Free Contributions from Branches, etc 19861 02 19106 64

Donations and Bequests 2429 42 1525 00
Interest on DepPoSits. .. ccceveeeeercsesnnoneceeaces 803 98 807 98

$31223 26 $20417 31

Proceeds of Sales

Of the free contributions from branches, the following amounts were
donated to specific objects, viz. :

To the British and Foreign Bible Society ORI [
To the Quebec Bible Society 1057 49

In addition to the above, the Board made a grant of $1692.51 to
the Quebec Bible Society, which, being added to the branch contribu-
tions for the same purpose, makes a total of $2750.00 remitted to the
the Quebec Bible Society for its work in that Province.

There was also remitted to the British and Foreign Bible Society
41675,0,4 on purchase account, equal to $8159.04 currency, which, being
added to the free contributions from branches, makes a total of $13,407.25
remitted to the parent Society during the past year.

BEQUESTS RECEIVED.

The late David Fry, of South Cayuga, Ont
«  Miss Helen Munro, West Zorra, Ont
¢« Mrs. Elizabeth Matheson, Embro.......... ......
«  Mrs. Elizabeth Montgomery, Port Dover, Ont
«  Miss Elizabeth Lawrence, Sydenham, Ont
¢ Robert Black, Ayr, Ont

SpPECIAL DONATION.
. Alice A. Rutherford, Colborne, Ont

LLIFE MEMBERSHIP.

Colborne, Ont.
Elfrida, Ont.
Gorrie, Ont,

. Alice A. Rutherford.
. W, P. Walker

. Agnes Edgar

. Mary Hope
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SocCIR1Y,

LoNpoN, ENG., May 10TH, 1899
J. HARvIE, Es(., TORONTO :

Dear Mr. Harvie,—I have to thank you most warmly. on the Committee’s behalf,
for your remittance on Free Contribution account, in the letter of April 24th. You
will hm'cnlrcn(]y received the official receipts for this, and for your
4586 9s. 7d. to cover the purchase account. We are glad to hear that you have in-
creased your grant to the (Quebec Auxiliary, Mr. Stobo is now with us and has interest.-
ed us greatly with his accounts af the difficulties and encouragements of the work.
You will no doubt have safely received report of meeting, abstract, etc.

remittance of

With kind regards, yours very truly.
T. ERNEST PRICE.

QUEBEC AUXILIARY BIBLE So« IRTY,
Quebec, 20th May, 1899.
Jou~N Harvig, Esq., Secretary Upper Canada Bible Society, Toronto :

Dear Sir,—I1 am directed by the Quebec Bible Society to acknowledge with
grateful thanks the receipt of your esteemed favor of the 11th instant, enclosing cheque
for $2,250.00, making with the $500 previously received, a total subscription of $2,750
from your Society and its branches towards the good work of Bible distribution carried
out by our Society in the Provinee of Quebec.

It is difficult to fully express how heartily our Committee appreciates the action of
your Board of Directors in the continuance of such generous support, as well as the
assurance of its sympathy and prayers, which is mosl encouraging,.

The members of our Commiittee are deeply sensible of the responsibility imposed
upon them for faithful service and wise disposition of the funds intrusted to them by
the Upper Canada Bible Society and its numerous branches, and pray that their efforts
may be abundantly owned and blessed of God in a successful year’s work.

Yours faithfully, ROBERT STANLEY, Treasurer,

Quebec Auxiliary Bible Society.
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

ABSTRACT OF THE REPORT FOR THE YEAR 1898-90.

‘“ Not least art thou, thou little Bethlehem
In Judah, for in thee the Lord was born ;
Nor thou in Britain, little Lutte. worth,
Least, forin thee the word was born again.

Heaven-sweet Evangel, ever-living word,

Who whilome spakest to the South in Greek,
About the soft Mediterranean shores,
And then in Latin to the Latin crowd,
As good need was—thou hast come to talk our isle.
Hereafter thou, fulfilling Pentecost,
Must learn to use the tongues of all the world."

TENNYSON.—S77 Jokn Oldcastle, Lord Cobham.

PROLOGUE.

When our Lord ended His earthly life, He left behind Him a twofold
legacy in the Bible and the Church ; the power of His Spirit shown in the
record of revelation, and in the whole fellowship of the faithful. And
Christ’s parting command to preach the Gospel to every creature, applies
not only to the Church, but to the Bible. As His Apostles and witnesses
go forth to make disciples of all nations, they must carry His missionary
Book, or they lack their weapon with which to conquer. And not only
must the preacher in foreign lands frame his lips to new and uncouth lan-
guages, the Scriptures must learn them too. The immortal Truth must
borrow fresh raiment, and clothe itself in many a strange garb, before it
can enter as a friend in the huts and tents of far.off tribes, and bring home
the message of redemption to every man in his own tongue, wherein he was
born.

The Bible Society has been the great instrument in modern times by
which God's Providence is accomplishing this wonderful work of transla.
ing and circulating the Scriptures. Already it has helped the Gospel to
speak in some 350 languages and dialects. So that the Book, which a cen-
tury ago was a sealed book to four men out of every five, to-day lies
open, more or less completely, to seven men out of every ten in the world.
Such a result, partial though it be, bears the manifest seal of a Divine voca.
tion. And the paragraphs which follow will indicate, in brief outline, how
far the Society has continued faithful to this high calling, during the ninety-
fifth year since its work began.
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THE YEAR'S ISSUES.
If we count in each Agency and Auxiliary a year’s figures onwards
from those incorporated in the totals of a year ago, we find that the issues
by this Society now to be reported have been as follows :

1898-9 compared with 1897-8.
T R svessn s 80330 840,550

Testaments......cc..e. .00 1,218,348 1,373,434
ROITIONS. ..o «cosavresnis  2:487,885 2,173,168

TOLEIB, voesvovii £5470:430 4,387,152

The total announced at the last Anniversary was the highest ever at
tained by the Society. But this year has surpassed it by 92,287 copies

It will be noticed that for every two Bibles issued, there are sent out
three Testaments, and six Scripture Portions, chiefly single Gospels or
Psalters.

Out of the year’s total issues, 1,352,952 copies have been in English and
Welsh—a proportion of over thirty per cent. Of the English Penny Tes-
tament, since its appearance in July, 1884, up to the end of March, 1889,
6,847,920 copies have been issued.

The total issues by the Society, for the ninety-five years since its
foundation in 1804, amount to 160,009,393 copies.

THE YEAR'S FINANCE.

This splendid result represents increased effort and corresponding
expenditure, especially in some of the foreign fields.

Payments.

The payments for the year have been :—
For Translating, Revising, Print-
ing and Binding Scriptures .. £7105,696
For Grants, Home and Foreign
Agencies, Colportage, Depots
and other charges............ 119,039

Total Payments.....cce..seeeeee  £224,736

Receipts.
The Receipts for the year have been :—

New Income......... £131,788 4 9
Receipts from Sales ............ 88,211 1 7

Total -Receipts.. ceececsrscces 131(,,966 6 4

This shows a deficiency for the year of £4,769 18s. 1d. It is encouraging
to report an increase of £3,579 in the Free Contributions from Auxiliaries
at Home and Abroad. These have risen some £500 in England, £400 in
Wales, and £2,670 in the Colonies,

On account of Appropriated Special Funds the Receipts have been
£416 168, 2d., and the Payments £538 3s. od.
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THE STAFF.

A note in the last Report recorded the appointment of the Rev. H. B.
Macartney, M.A., of Melbourne, as Superintendent of the Home Depart-
ment. The Rev. A. B. Evans, B.A., has since been appointed Assistant to
the Secretaries.

The Rev. H. Matthew Cox, B.A., North Metropolitan District Secre-
tary, having accepted a living, the vacancy thus created has been filled by
the Rev. James Thomas. The Rev. W. Fisher, M.A., has been transferred
to Mr. Thomas’s former post in the South Metropolitan District, while the
Rev. H. C. Moor, M A., has succeeded Mr. Fisher, as Midland District
Secretary.

More than one important Eastern vacancy has been filled during the
year., Mr. Charles E. G. Tisdall has taken up the duties of Agent in Per-
sia, under encouraging auspices. Through the courtesy of the Wesleyan
Missionary Society, the Rev. W. Sherratt has begun work at Mandalay as
Agent for Burma. Mr. Charles ]J. Rodgers died suddenly last November

only ten months after his appointment as Secretary to the Panjab Aux-
iliary. The Rev. J. M. Adcock, B.A., has gone out to become his successor
at Lahore.

Before the last Report was printed, sad news came of the death, at
Rosario, of Signor Paul Lanteret, the Society’s recently-appointed Agent
in the Argentine. This vacant post has since been filled by Signor B. A.
Pous. The five Republics of Central America have been constituted a sep-
arate Agency, under the care of Senor F. de P. Castells, who has laboured
there as Sub-agent with conspicuous success. The Rev. R. O. Walker,
M.A., has been appointed Joint-Agent for Spain, in conjunction with the
Rev. Robert Stewart. The Rev. A. A. Cooper, M.A., has begun work at
Alexandria as Assistant to the Rev. R, H. Weakley, our Agent in Egypt.
The Rev. F. H. Spencer has accepted a tentative appointment as Agent
in New Zealand, for twelve months. Mr. E. W, Searle has sailed for Rio to
assist Senhor J. dos Santos in Brazil. Mr. J. S. Mellowes has retired from
his Sub-agency in the West Indies  After thirteen years’ devoted service
Mr. George Braithwaite has resigned his post as Agent in Japan, to take
up some other form of Christian work in that country,

ORGANIZATION.

The Society includes, at the present time, over 7,600 Auxiliaries,
Branches, and Associations in different parts of the world ; of these nearly
5,700 are in England and Wales.

The Society’s work in England and Wales is organized into fourteen
Districts, each under its own District Secretary. = The Society’s work
abroad is supervised and controlled by twenty-two Foreign Agents, besides
seven Secretaries in India and South Africa. These are assisted by Sub-
agents and Depositaries, while missionaries of all Protestant Communions
and many different nationalities co-operate as our most effective allies in
every province of the field.
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COLPORTEURS AND BIBLEWOMEN.

Colporteurs.—During the past year, the Society has supported an
average number of 725 colporteurs at work for the whole twelve months,
These are employed in selling the Scriptures from door to door, chiefly on
the Continent of Europe, and in the great Asiatic countries. As a rule the
colporteur labours in his native land, and his journals are racy of the peo-
ple and the soil.

The need for such work as this will be realized when we remember that,
whereas two out of every three Englishmen live in towns, more that go per
cent. of the population of India are villagers. While, to take another ex-
ample, in the Austrian Agency, which includes over 50 millions of people,
there are only six cities larger than Norwich.

Some foreign returns are still incomplete ; but these 725. colporteurs
during last year have sold above 1,500,000 copies of Holy Scripture. They
are instructed to avoid controversy, as far as possible. )

Biblewomen.—Last year the Society maintained 552 native Christian
Biblewomen (an increase of 48 on 1897), who laboured mainly in India and
Ceylon. Their work i3 also growing in China and Japan. These Bible-
women read the Scriptures to their secluded sisters, shut off from all preach-
ers and churches. They are supported chiefly in connection with some
thirty different Missionary Societies—British, Colonial, American, German
and Danish—and cost last year above £3,400. More than 31,600 have been
read to on an average each week ; nearly 2,000 have been taught to read
for themselves ; and over 20,000 copies of Holy Scripture were put into
circulation through this agency.

TRANSLATION AND REVISION.

The translation and revision work of the Society, like the River of
Ezekiel, continues to grow in depth and volume as the years go by. Each
year shows increase and expansion compared with the year before ; and the
record for 1899 will disclose a marked advance on all previous years. In
number and fitness of the translators, in the texture and quality of their
work, in the old versions made better and new versions begun, and in the
intelligent and sympathetic interest taken in the editorial work of the Society,
the Committee can rejoice, not only in an unparalleled linguistic achieve-
ment, but also in a vast extension of the dominion of the Bible.

The last Bible completed for the Society is the Tukudh. It was pre-
pared and carried through the press by the genial and painstaking Arch.
deacon McDonald, of the C.M.S., for a scattered tribe of Indians on the
confines of the Arctic Circlee. When the discovery of gold in Klondyke
brought that inhospitable region to the attention of the world, it was found
that the missionary had been in advance of the gold-seeker, and that the
Bible in the tongue of the natives was approaching completion. The entire
people have been brought under the influence of the Gospel and baptised,
and, from being fierce and cruel savages, are declared to be exemplary
Christians.

Another great Biblical achievement has been the completion of the
revision of Karolyi's Hungarian version of the Old Testament, under
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the guidance of the Right Rev. Bishop Szasz, aided by a band of Hungarian
scholars. This work, so happily brought to a close, was undertaken in 1886.

One of the latest and most timely undertakings of the Society has been
to prepare versions iu the vernaculars of the Philippines, while the Am-
ericans were breaking down the barriers that had so long shut out the Gos-
pel from those islands. Great credit is due to the enterprise of the Society’s
Agent, the Rev. R. O. Walker, of Madrid, who employed exiled patriotic
Filipinos to make translations in Tagalog, Bicol and Ilocano. These
scholars, by Mr. Walker’s help, translated from the Spanish version, and,
to make sure that their translations were faithful, Mr. Walker had each
portion re-translated into Spanish from the new version. The British and
Foreign Bible Society is thus sending in the Bread of Life, where our Am-
erican brethren have been instrumental in opening up the way.

In India the work of translation and revision has been proceeding in
over twenty-five versions during the year. The re-translation of the Hindi
Old Testament, on which three eminent scholars, representing the C.M.S.,
the L.M.S.,and the Presbyterian Church of America, with native assistants,
have been engaged for several years, is now completed, and the revision of
the whole will be finished during this present year. This version isintended
for a population of some eighty millions of souls. The work has been car-
ried out under the care of the Rev. T. S. Wynkoop, of Allahabad.

The revision of the New Testament in Urdwu, or Northern Hindustani,
has been completed, and is now being published in Roman and Persian
characters. This language is spoken chiefly in the large towns in the upper
provinces of Hindustan, by several millions of people, chiefly Musalmans,

Steps have been taken to bring to a close the revision of the Telugu

Bible, which has been many years in progress. This tongue is spoken by
more than nineteen millions of people. A representative of the L.M.S. is
now working with a scholarly native minister of the C.M.S., and by the help
of their brethren they are harmonizing into unity the work of their prede-
Ccessors,

In Kashmiri the complete Bible will be published this year, under
the care of the Rev. J. Hinton Knowles ; and in Baluchistan, the Rev.
T. ]J. Lee Mayer is engaged on a version of the New Testament by the help
of native and other assistants.

The Gujarati New Testament has been revised and published by the
Presbyterian missionaries, who are now proceeding with the Old Testa-
ment as well.

In Ceylon, the Rev. S. Coles, of the C.M.S., has been joined by a native
Wesleyan Minister with a view to bringing the revision of the Sinhalese
version, which has been long in progress, to an early termination.

The Wesleyan Methodist Conference has lent the services of the Rev.
Henry Haigh, to complete the Kanarese revision, long in progress; and
as chief reviser, assisted by a committee, he is now labouring to bring this
toa close. Others belonging to various missionary societies are also at
work on the outskirts of remote mountain regions of the Indian frontier, to
give the Gospel to the native tribes in their own tongue.

A revision committee is now engaged at Darjeeling on the New Testa-
mentin Tibetan. The venerable Rev. A. W. Heyde, of the Moravian
Mission, has united with the Rev. J. F. Frederickson, of the Scandinavian
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Alliance Mission, and Mr. Macdonald. a Government official and Tibetan
scholar,belonging to the Scotch Church,in the revision of the New Testament.

In China, the Union versions initiated by the great Shanghai Confer-
ence are all progressing, and in remote districts throughout the vast empire
translations are being made in the vernaculars of peoples recently discovered
by the missionaries.

In Korea a representative committee has finished the New Testa-
ment, and is now taking steps towards the translation of the Old.

In Russia new versions are being produced, and old versions improved
in the vernacular of remote districts.

In the distant islands of the Southern Seas the venerable Dr. Paton
has carried his version of the New Testament in Amniwa through the
press without cost to the Society; and for the surrounding islands and
New Guinea, translations are being made and improved for tribes now
coming under the influence of the Gospel.

The Rev. Frederic Langham is in this country, perfecting and editing
the Fiji Bible. For over forty years he has been familiar with the lan-
guage, in which he is admitted to be the ripest scholar, and the version now
passing through the press will remain, it is hoped, the standard Fijian version.

In Cochin China, beyond the influence of the missionary, Mr. Walter
James, one of the Society’s Sub-Agents in Malaysia, has by native assist-
tance produced versions in the languages of Cambodia and Anam

In Africa translation and revision work is proceeding rapidly in over
thirty languages. For the widely-spread and most interesting Hausa
people a Committee is engaged on the New Testament, and it is hoped that
the Gospels will be ready in time for the new missionaries who are about
tobegin work in the Sudan.

The Uganda Bible, carried through the press by the late Mr. G. L.
Pilkington, has been revised by a Committee of native Christians, and is
now being brought out under the care of the Rev. F. Rowling. The cost
of printing this version is being defrayed by a generous friend of the Society.
The cost of two other versions of the Bible for the Dark Continent, now in
progress, is also to be privately borne by friends deeply interested in the
work.

These are a few out of the many versions on which the best intellect
and consecrated zeal of the various mission fields are at present engaged.

THE NUMBER OF LANGUAGES ON WHICH ACTIVE WORK IS IN PROGRESS
WILL PROBABLY, WHEN THE SUMMARY IS COMPLETE, REACH FROM 100 TO I20.

Some of these versions, under special circumstances, are being brought
out by the energy of one scholarly man, aided by perhaps four or five native
assistants. But on some of them ten or a dozen or even more linguists are
actively engaged. It will thus be seen what a mighty army of able and
devoted translators is now working to give the people of all lands God’s
thoughts towards them in their mother tongue.

SURVEY OF THE FIELD.

It is no easy task to present a bird’s-eye view of the Society’s mission
in circulating the Scriptures. Every one has heard of the rustic who came
up from the country to see the great city, and went back disappointed ; he
was unable to see London, because of the houses. There is the same kind
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of difficulty about the Bible Society’s work ; we fail to grasp its proportions,
because, while it reaches to the corners of the earth, it includes such infinite
variety of detail.

At Home.—Here at home, in England and Wales, the Society has
made Bibles and Testaments the cheapest books, for their size and quality,
that are published-—cheap enough fcr the poorest child to buy. They are
granted free, or at nominal rates, to multitudes of Sunday Schools and Mis-
sions of all denominations. By similar grants, continually renewed, the So-
ciety goes into partnership with almost every religious and philanthropic
agency in the country. It joins hands, for example, with orphanages and
hospitals and asylums, with soldiers’ institutes and theological colleges,with
missions to navvies and hop-pickers and deep-sea fishermen. It spends
many hundreds a year on Biblewomen who visit in the slums of London.
It puts a Bible into the pocket of every child whom Dr. Barnardo and other
philanthropists emigrate to Canada.

Abroad.-—Outside England and Wales, the Society has been happily
supplanted by sister Societies, working in friendliest co-operation, in Scot-
land, in Ireland, in the United States, as well asin the northern Protestant
countriesof Europe. Its own work lies mainly in those Continental lands
which are still unblessed with the Reformed Faith, and in the vaster and
more distant realms of Moslem or heathen worship.

Obstacles. —Before we survey those broad fields of Bible work in de-
tail, it will be right to particularise two chief obstacles which meet the
Society, especially throughout Europe to-day.

The sense of social hardship and misery, and the iron pressure of mili-
tarism, have driven multitudes to embrace what are vaguely called socialist
or social democratic ideas. Such names in England convey no religious
connotation. And Englishmen often forget that ‘‘collectivist’” doctrines on
the continent involve much more than economic theories or political pro-
grammes (as to which the Bible Society is entirely neutral) ; commonly, and
among working people, they imply definitely secular standards and mater-
ialist ideals of life. ~Sothat a foreign socialist is generally unchristian, and
too often bitterly anti-christian, confronting the colporteur with scorn, ridi-
cule and blasphemy.

And side by side with this disbelief and denial stands another antagonist
still more formidable and sinister. The Jesuit power, which dominates
the Vatican and controls the whole policy of the Roman Church, is every-
where and always the relentless foe of an open Bible. Forty years ago
George Borrow characterized the Bible Society as ‘‘one of the very few
Protestant institutions for which the Roman Church entertains any fear, and
consequently any respect.” And our Agents agree that this implacable
hostility grows more bitter and persistent year by year.

From Germany Mr. Morrison writes: *‘It isthe unanimous testimony
of our colporteurs that the opposition of the Roman Catholic clergy has never
been so violent and so virulent.” From France M. Monod writes : “The
Jesuit journal La Croix has for its special object war against Protestants,
and does more harm to colportage than the press of the Free-thinkers.”
From Austria Mr. Millard writes: “The growing influence of Rome is felt
more and more.” From Italy Signor Meille writes: ‘‘More and more do
the priests in Italy exert their utmost power to dissuade their people from
buying and reading the Word of God, and to get hold of the copies a col.
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porteur may have sold, that they may burn them solemnly and publicly.’
We hear of the same intolerance in Spain, in Quebec, in Brazil, wherever,
in short, the Church of Rome is powerful. The Bible Society and its friends,
therefore, can cherish no illusions in this matter. But still less can they
treat as an open question the right and the duty of every man to search for
himself the Book of God. Bearing these facts in mind, we can now glance
briefly at some results of the past year's work in our foreign Agencies.

France.—The atmosphere has been charged with storm, while once
there was threatening thunder on the horizon towards England. The anti
semitic crusade has widened into an anti-protestant propaganda. M. Monod
believes that this is confined to political partisans, and has no real root
among the French masses. Still the popular imagination is obsessed with
one subject, which breeds endless prejudice and suspicion against whatever
can be labelled Protestant. Under such conditions it is not surprising that
our direct sales of Scriptures were 20,000 lower than in 1897, although still
10,000 higher than in 18g6. We can rejoice, however, to believe that Evan.
gelical agencies are multiplied over France to-day, as they have never been
since the days of the great Huguenot exodus. While the growing Evangel-
ical movement among French priests themselves attracts our warmest in-
terest, sympathy and hope. Nevertheless the Secretary of our Paris Aux-
iliary reminds us that there remain to-day tens of thousands of people in
Paris who have never seen a Bible or a Testament, and whose only idea of
one would be that it was “some kind of English Protestant prayer-book.”

Belgium.—In Belgium where Mr. Kirkpatrick describes a marked
progress of the Evangelical Churches, colportage goes on steadily among
the socialist miners and factory hands, the stolid Flemish peasants, and the
sailors of all nations who crowd the quays at Antwerp. Our sales have
dwindled since 1897, the year of the Brussels Exhibition. The laws against
book-hawking have not yet been relaxed so as to permit of colportage in
Luxembourg.

Italy.—The year which opened with bread riots and attempts at armed
revolt ended more prosperously and peacefully. Italy has rejoiced in an
abundant harvest and vintage, her new Cabinet has restored public confi-
dence, and Signor Meille reports that it also gives increased protection to
our colporteurs against the accusations and attacks of their opponents. Yet
such a season of trouble, agitation and poverty could not fail to influence
their sales, which have decreased by no less than 16,322 copies. The total
circulation, indeed, rose to 105,052 copies, an increase of almost 10,000.
But this is entirely due to nearly 25,000 Portions, distributed last summer
during the Exhibition at Turin.

Spain,—This year of disaster to Spain has resulted in the opening of
some doors which were practically shut against Bible work. For the Spanish
colonies had been garrisoned with Spanish friars, and held almost as fiefs
under the Pope. In Cuba, in Porto Rico, and in the Philippines, fourteen
millions are now emancipated from the yoke of Rome in its corrupt medizval
form, and will henceforth enter upon religious liberty. The Spanish people
as a whole, have accepted their crushing defeat with a certain native dignity
There are loud demands for political regeneration and reform within the
kingdom itself. But as yet we hear no distinct note of reform in religion.
It is not wonderful that the passionate prejudices stirred up by the war
against all things Protestant should have set back our circulation to some
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extent. The figures show 73,824 copies, against 90,298 in 1897. Yet our
colporteurs in Spain have sold 36,452 copies, and 6,000 Gospels were dis-
tributed among the sick and wounded soldiers and sailors as they regained
their native soil.

Portugal.—Our circulation as a whole, apart from sales to other
societies, has amounted to 9,226 copies, an increase due to improved colpor-
tage of nearly 1,000 over the previous year.

Germany.— Prince Bismark’s death reminded his countrymen how
much had happened since the founding of the German Empire. The new
Germany is fast becoming a land of factories, a focus of busy and successful
trade. Amid this rapid commercial prosperity, with its resultant perils, we
rejoice that the distribution of the Scriptures by all agencies in Germany
reached last year the unprecedented total of 869,460 copies. Our own
Agency, which is chiefly confined to the Roman Catholic States and Prov-
inces of the Empire, circulated 269,989 copies, an increase of more than
14,000 on the previous year. Our 32 colporteurs sold 77,545 copies, an in-
crease of 10,000.

Switzerland.— Here our circulation has taken a wide leap forward
The various Cantonal Societies, conducted as a rule with great energy and
wisdom, carry out the distribution of the Scriptures which they draw from
us. Last year we supplied them with nearly 63,000 copies, an increase of
over 11,000 on 1897. Swiss colporteurs sold altogethor 13,723 copies up and
down this playground of Europe.

Austria-Hungary.—The golden hopes which greeted the Emperor’s
jubilee were darkened by the sudden tragedy when the Empress fell mur-
dered at Geneva. And both divisions of the dual monarchy have suffered
from the antagonism of nationalities, and extreme bitterness of party passion.
Some are even deserting the Roman Church, and have joined the Reformed
faith, from motives of racial and political antipathy, rather than through
religious conviction. Under such untoward conditions the Society’s work
has been pursued, amid grave difficulties and anxieties graver still. Socialist
doctrines on the one hand and ecclesiastical bigotry on the other confront
the colporteur in almost every village. The Jesuits succeed only too well
in their inveterate hostility against an open Bible. Through their influence
the authoritiesin Galicia for more than two years refused to renew our col-
porteurs’ licenses, which are now only granted again on less favourable
terms, and under new and vexatious restrictions. And in Lower Austria
two colporteurs’ licenses were refused last year ; and though we have ap-
pealed and the matter remains sub judice, the licenses of two other colpor-
teurs are also held back, pending this decision.

Yet in the teeth of all hindrances our circulation has been 44,000 greater
than in the previous year. The strange medley of races which this Agency
includes purchased Scriptures in twenty-three different languages and dia-
lects. And our colporteurs have plodded patiently at their task among the
fifty millions of people whose homesteads and hamlets chequer the vast ex-
panse from Poland down to Dalmatia, and stretch along the course of the
mighty river which drains the snows of the Engadine eastward to mix with
the waters of the Black Sea.

Turkey and Greece.—In Turkey the year just closed has been
happily devoid of special history. The massacres have become only a dread-
ful memory, and the last echoes of war with Greece have died away. Bible
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work has quietly resumed its normal character. Even in Crete with the re-
turn of peace and settled government, colportage is now being re-organized
under our experienced servant, Mr. Bosdoyannes.

The sales by our staff of thirty-three colporteurs have amounted to 26,
394 copies, over 9,000 more than the sales of the previous year by the same
men. The total circulation for the whole Agency has been 42,724 copies i
some forty languages—a decrease of 4,500 copies.

In Greece a new era in our work mav date from the war. It began,
perhaps, out of gratitude for the spiritual help supplied by the Society t
Greek soldiers in the field and in the hospital. But a genuine quickening of
national conscience has appeared in the midst of national defeat, and bears
promise of a true religious revival and reform.

Russia.—The least expected, and it may be, the most momentous event
of 1898 occurred in August, when the young Tsar startled the world by ser
iously proposing a Conterence on international disarmament. It is too early
even to forecast the issues of his memorable act. But all Christians must
unite in effectual fervent prayer for ‘* peace on earth.” And thereis per-
haps more than an accidental connection between the eirenicon from St.
Petersburg and the fact that of all countries outside England, Russia has in
many respects given the largest facilities and the warmest welcome to the
Bible Society.

Throughout these enormous territories, our work has been carried on
with courage and with patience, and the results achieved give an abundant
cause for thankfulness. The year’s circulation has been 523,170 copies—an
increase of over 20,000. Out of this total no less thau 210,709 copies were

sold by colporteurs. In Russia the colporteur is welcomed alike by priest
and peasant, and often finds his friendliest customers in the soldiers’ bai
racks. Seventy colporteurs have been continuously at work throughout
the year, and their sales are nearly 10,000 greater than in 1897, and 25,000
greater than in 1896. Some 23,000 copies of Scriptures have been als
granted at nominal rates for distribution in Russian prisons.
Siberia.—Mr. Davidson sends a thoroughly cheering report from the
Siberian Agency, where such rapid changes are in progress, paving the way
for changes greater still. The new Trans-Siberian railroad creeps steadily
eastwards, and in four years time will stretch from St. Petersburg across to
Port Arthur, as one of the highways of the world. It will then be possible
to travel overland from London to Shanghai in a fortnight, instead of in
five weeks as at present by steamer. Already this iron road is creating
traffic everywhere as it advances, quickening immigration, improving agri-
culture, and carrying into the heart of these vast territories the education
and civilization of the West. Bible-work in Siberia has been growing at a
corresponding rate. In 1886 we circulated just over 3,000 copies ** in this
hitherto dark region.” In 1898 the total was over 49,000. Our principal in-
crease last year was in colportage sales, which reached 21,526 copies, a rise
of nearly 6,000 during the year. Mr. Davidson can testity that the confi-
dence of the authorities, both clerical and civil, has been won. The Sibe-
rians recognise our work more or less as an institution of the country. And
latterly our colporteurs do not need to produce their signed permit for free
passage, the knapsack and the books are passport enough.
Persia.—Though this Agency was vacant for more than three years,
its colportage sales increased by over 1,000 copies in 1898, and we look for
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new progress under Mr. Tisdall, who reached Ispahan on December 31st,
18g8.

v India.—When Dr. Welldon, the new Metropolitan of India, took
leave of the Committee at the Bible House in January, he reminded the:n
that every fifth child born on to the planet is born within the limit of his
ecclesiastical jurisdiction, It is difficult to grasp the full meaning of such
a fact. Few Englishmen realize that India is not a country or a nation,
but a continent, containing scores of nations and languages and creeds, rep-
resenting all stages between savagery and culture. There are now more
than 300 millions of people for whose government we are responsible in In-
dia, and of these 73 mil'ions have been added, mostly by the increase of
population, since 1871.

The Society’s work, in this swarming and polyglot empire is subdivided
ymong six Auxiliaries. Reports from only five of these have as yet come
to hand. From their reports, however, we note thankfully that the India
of 1897, has been relatively prosperous. Of the three calamities of war,
famine, and pestilence, only the last has lingered. Vet the year 1897, so
crowded with troubles, showed a wonderful and unlooked for rise in our In-
lian circulation ; in 1898, however, there appears a general slackening.
Lahore returns a decrease of 12,000 copies, Allahabad of 12,037 copies,
Bombay, of 1987, Madras of 10,546, while Bangalore shows an increase of
-,496. ~Leaving Calcutta on one side for a moment, that gives a net de-
crease of 29,074 copies—after all, less than six per cent. of last year’s fig-
ures. It is encouraging to find that Indian colportage sales have generally
increased.

Ceylon.—The circulation in this island, though the figures are incom-
plete, also show a slight falling off.

China.—To outside observers, affairs in the Far East have seemed an
ugly welter of claims and intrigues by rival foreign powers, amid alternate
concession and reaction on the part of the rulers of China. But, viewed
from within, the year has been full of exceptional opportunities for Bible
work. ‘¢ In every direction,” writes Mr, Bondfield, ** we have found the
open door. and happily have been enabled to take full advantage of it. In
Manchuria and Mongolia, Formosa and Hainan, as well as in several of the
provinces our work has developed or strengthened.” Once again we
can thankfully record an advance in all departments ; and the year’s circu-
lation has reached the astonishing total of 728,716 copies of the Scrip-
tures, an increase of 161,704 on 1897. By far the greater part of this total
consisted of Portions, but the circulation of New Testaments has more
than trebled. Outside the above total, a quarter of a million of Scripture
calendars were sold. Our sales by colportage alone have increased by 154,-
176 copies. Over 300 men were at work for longer or shorter periods.
Wide districts have been systematically covered, house-to-house visitation
has been carried on in towns and villages, little companies of worshippers
have been sought out and instructed, and in many other ways our colpor-
teurs have been both sowers of the good seed and reapers of a ripened
harvest.

In no other field are conversions so freely attributed to colportage. Dr.
Ross of Mukden, writes: *‘ Last year several hundred must have been
brought into the Church of Christ through this means.” Mr. R. T. Turley
reports : ** Good use has been made of our colporteurs on the N.E. bor-
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ders of Mongolia, and little bands of believers are being gathered together
in consequence.” The Rev. A. Karlsson, of Huen-uen writes: One en.
couraging aspect of the colporteur’s work is that many people are coming
to our station through reading the Scriptures.” The Rev. F. Harmon, of
Chou-p'ing, says : * The colporteur has been largely instrumental in es-
tablishing two new stations this year.” The Rev. G. H. Jose, of Tai-chow,
writes : ** At Tien-hai the colporteurs have opened up two new centres for
us. There are now several hundred inquirers meeting regularly by them
selves for worship, who first heard the Gospel from our two colporteurs.’
The Rev. ]J. Bosshard writes : * In the city of Fo-phin a small Church
has come into existence during the past year, and a second one, also
the result of colportage work, was formed a few months ago at Lim-
tshai.”

Such are a tew of the testimonies found in reports, mostly by mission-
aries, on this year’s work. Taken together, these reports give overwhelm-
ing evidence that our labor is not in vain in the Lord. How much the work
of the colporteurs has to do with the present remarkable movement in
Chinese thought it would be difficult to say. But patiently and persistently,
year after year, they have itinerated over vast areas, and brought before
millions in the eighteen provinces of China the Name which is above every
name, and the regenerating truths which that Name represents.

Korea.—The circulation, which four years ago was 1,253, rose last
year to 34,912 copies. This means, says Mr. Kenmure, “that the native
Christians are studying their Bibles, that the missionaries are laying stress
on Bible knowledge, and that the people are learning to read—painfully and
with many tears, but learning.” Our colporteurs have sold 6,205 copies,
and their footsteps are marked by little knots of inquirers and believers,
while in many places where the Bible Society might have sent colporteurs
the native Korean Church has begun to do this work itself.

Japan.—Bible work in this Empire is administered by a joint Com-
mittee of three Societies—the American, the Scotch and our own. Last
year’s circulation increased by nearly 1,000 Bibles and Testaments And a
significant event occurred when the Emperor accepted the gift of an English
Bible from the Societies’ Committee, and a Japanese Bible from his Chris-
tian subjects, The Buddhist opposition to mission work grows feverish, as
with a sense of being foredoomed to failure. And we hear of a Christian
Speaker of the Japanese House of Commons, a Christian at the head of the
military hospital at Osaka, the Aldershot of Japan, and a Christian chaplain
appointed for the first time to the great prison at Tokyo. Such outward
symptoms betray Christian ideas slowly penetrating this gifted and facile
people, who may well hold the key of the future in the Far East.

Malaysia. —From Malaysia, ‘‘the naturalists’ paradise,” the Rev. H.
F. Miller, the acting Agent during Mr. Haffenden’s furlough, sends a report
of further most encouraging progress, especially in the sales of Chinese
Scriptures. The circulation in 1898 reached a total of 84,690 copies—an
increase of 14,433 over 1897, which itself showed an equal rise over 18g6.
The growth this year is distributed over different regions of this widely
scattered archipelago. In Cochin-China, our energetic Sub-agent, Mr.
Walter James, has sold no less than 30,653 copies, most of them Chinese
Portions—4.400 more than his wonderful total for the previous year.
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hroughout this field there is a‘peculiar need for more missionaries to take
1p and carry on the hopeful vgork begun by our colporteurs.

The Philippines.—It is ten years since the Society’s first attempt to
work in Manila provoked imprisonment and expulsion, and its books were
rigidly excluded by the Spanish priests. ILast September, however, the
American conquest enabled Mr. Bondfield to despatch our Sub.agent, Mr.
B. C. Randall, to Manila with a supply of Spanish, Chinese,and Pangasinan
Scriptures. He was the earliest Evangelical worker to enter thislong-closed
field, where he found a brisk demand for his books, and Gospels have since
been sent out to him in three other Philippine languages. We have had
great pleasure in placing these \'vr_sions at the service of the American Bible
Society, with whom we are arranging to co-operate on the friendliest terms
in their new Eastern dependency. Although during the present unhappy
conflict Mr. Randall can do little, he remains at Manila, to take advantage
of coming opportunities. His last letter tells of Scriptures distributed in the
hospital among wounded Filipinos, as well as among prisoners of war.

Australia and New Zealand.—Space fails us here to describe
the fruitful work of our numerous Auxiliaries at the antipodes, not only
within their own borders, but in New Guinea and Melanesia. It remains
to refer briefly to two other great continents—Africa and America.

Africa.—Perhaps the most significant detail of last year’s work in
Africa was a grant of Swahili Gospels made to Baptist Missionaries on the
Upper Congo. For Swabili is the lingua franca of the East African Coast,
and the New Testament was put into it by Bishop Steere. So that this
srant shows how Christian Missions have begun to clasp hands right across
the deserts and forests between LLoango and Zanzibar.

Another similar notable incident was a letter to the Committee from
the King of Toro, begging for the Gospel in his own tongue. Toro lies
north of the Albert Edward Nyanza, and has been evangelised by the C.M.
S. and their converts from Uganda. The King’s letter was forwarded east-
wards by Mr. A. B. Lloyd before starting on his adventurous journey west-
wards down to the Congo mouth.

Egyptian Agency.—Allthrough lastyear Englishinen were watch-
ing for news from the Nile. Our pulses quickened when we heard of those
victories wbich rescued the Sudan from a blighting and barbarous tyranny.
The destiny which has bound England and Egypt so closely together, must
deepen our sense of responsibility for the future of this immemorial land.
The Sirdar’s College at Khartum is rising among illiterate tribes as a sym-
bol of their education. But on the Bible Society, hand in hand with Chris-
tian Missions, rests the duty to spread southwards along the waterway of
the ancient river, those sacred and saving truths which neither arms, nor
arts, nor sciences can supply.

No other Agency presents such unique attraction, such incalculable
opportunities. Three continents converge upon Egypt. While its deserts
have become a thoroughfare for British regiments, each winter brings more
l-nglish and Americans to seek health and rest under its rainless skies.
The world’s commerce filters through its canal. Men of every color and
speech jostle each other on its quays. Scriptures were sold last year to
sailors at Port Said in thirty-one different tongues, to be carried away
to the ends of the earth. And thus, by this sole Agency, the coin of the
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Kingdom is made current from Japan to Jamaica, and from the Gulf of
Finland to *thelong wash of the Australasian seas.”

Mr. Weakley, who has been reinforced by fresh workers, can report
with keen satisfaction a year of unrivalled progress. In his Agency,
which stretches from Cyprus to Zanzibar, the circulation has reached
the record total of 28,071 copies—an increase of over 8,000 on 1897.

One of our colporteurs penetrated south as far as Wady Halfa, and
the Dervish prisoners there ; but he has been compelled for the present
to return, through the Sirdar’s decision to exclude all Christian Mission
for a time from the Sodan. Still further south, our East African Sul
agency has been removed from Mombasa to Zanzibar. The Rev. T. F
Shaw was accorded a private audience to present the Sultan of Zanzibai
with a specially prepared Arabic Bible, on behalf of the Society.

Madagascar.—In Madagascar, the work is controlled by two Com
mittees which represent all the Protestant Missions in the island.

South Africa.—The South African Auxiliary happily unites men of
all rival races which sometimes come into political conflict. It includes
over 250 Branches, which ramify through Cape Colony and the Orange
Free State, and spread through and beyond the Transval. Pietermaritz-
burg and Durban possess Auxiliaries of heir own.

We felicitate our friends, that 1898 proved a record year for their Bible
work, both in finance and in circulation. Over 44,000 copies were sold
17,000in Dutch, 15,000 in English, and 11,000 in native tongues, while the
Free Contribution to London reached £1,100. Colporteurs, who sold
9,539 copies, have laboured successfully among the Kaffirs of Cape Colony,
and the miners round about Kimberley, and have visited many a remot
andisolated homestead in thc far north of the Transvaal.

West Africa.—The Reu. C. R. Johnson has charge of this widely
scattered Agency, which extends from the Gambia to the Congo, He
has achieved striking successtin forming Auxiliaries and arousing interest
in the chief towns along the coast. And it is wonderful that after about
two years’ work he can report a circulation of nearly 10,000 copies of
Scripture in adozen different languages. This side of Africa is just be
ginning to rise out of the ignorance of ages. Education as yet touches only
the fringe of the native population. But it is spreading every year, and
with it will arrive the Bible Society’s opportunity.

West Indian Agoncy.—Several of the West Indian Islands were
devastated last September by a most disastrous hurricane. Free grants of
Scriptures have been sent out to the sufferers, who in thousands of cases
lost their all. Besides the regular work of the Agency, something has been
done for Cuban refugees in Jamaica, and for Indian coolies in Trinidad,
British Gniana and elsewhere. And Bible work has quickened at various
points in this extended field.

Central America.—Amongst the five Republics of Central America,
where a revolution is as commonplace as an earthquake, Senor E. de P.
Castells has laboured as Sub-agent with increasing success. Through his
influence the new Quiche St. Mark was printed at a nominal charge by the
Government press at Gautemala city—a unique event in a Roman Catholic
state. Senor Castells sold 1,000 copies of this edition during a four months
tour among the Indians in the highlands of Guatemala. Central America
will henceforth be recognized as a separate Agency of the Society. As soon
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as the long-projected canal pierces the Isthmus, the Central American
waterway must become one of the chief trade routes in the world.

Brazil.—Across this remote and difficult region the circulation has
been 20,204 copies, a falling off of over 3,000. The diminution was in sales
at Sub-depots. Colportage shows an encouraging increase of 3,337 copies
Senhor J. dos Santos has completed twenty years’ service as Agent at Rio,
luring which he has circulated nearly 300,000 copies of the Scriptures in
Brazil.

In Chili and Peru our work is still carried on through the Valpar-
aiso Bible Society. And in the Argentine, where the death of Signor
Iantaret left us without an Agent for the greater part of the year, the va-
cant post is now filled by his friend and former colleague, Signor Pons.

British North America.—Here the Society includes seventeen
Auxiliaries, with some 1,200 Branch Societies in active co-operation, which
not only circulate Scriptures from Newfoundland to British Columbia
and Klondyke, but remit liberal Free Contributions to London. Among
the largest and wealthiest Canadian Auxiliaries are Toronto, Ottawa, and
Montreal ; while the Quebec Auxiliary labours in one of the most
arid and difficult fields for Bible work in the world.

EPILOGUE.

It is impossible to close this imperfect review without a sense alike
of profound and humble thankfulness, and of resolute courage. We dare
not grow slack to carry on the work which God has so signally blessed. The
Bible Society to-day seems more necessary than ever. We have joined

in the glorious centenary psalm of the Church Missionary Society with all
the deeper fervour, because we know its work would be crippled to-morrow
if ours were to cease. And we unite as heartily in the thanksgivings of the
Religious Tract Society, knowing how all its noble effort builds upon the
circulation of the Scriptures. Has any Christian enterprise a surer sanc-
tion, or a richer promise ? ** If he shall not lose his reward,"” says Thomas
a Kempis, ** who gives a cup of cold water to his thirsty neighbour, what will
not be the reward of those who, putting good books into the hands of their
neighbours, open to them the fountains of eternal life 7"




REPORTS OF AGENTS.

REV. DR. ABRAHAM.

Alberton, Oct. 31st.,—The meeting, which was held in the Presbyterian Church, was
well attended. In the absence of the President, the Rev. Mr. Hodges was called to
the chair, and opened the meeting with devotional exercises. The reports for past year
were read and adopted. Officers for the ensuing year were then elected. The collect-
Ing was heartily taken hold of by the young people.

/e.seyville, Nov. 1st.—The meeting was held in the Methodist Church, which was
WCH'rillc(l with an interesied audience, the President, Mr. J. G. Cochrane, having
previously aroused an interest throughout the whole community. The report of the
Society was read by the Secretary. Capital addresses were delivered by Rev. Mr., Mc-
Cartney and Rev. Mr. Yorston, in moving and seconding the report. The efficient and
energetic officers of the past year were re-elected, and after an address by the agent,
and a most appropriate anthem by the choir, the meeting was closed by prayer and the
benediction. This was felt by all to be one of the best meetings ever held in the
Interest of Bible Society work in Jerseyville,

Lynden, Nov. 2.—The lecture room of the Presbyterian Church was well filled,
when Mr. R. Thomson, the President, took the chair, and called on Rev. Mr. Athoe to
conduct the opening exercises. The reports, which were encouraging, were read and
adopted. The officers were re-elected. Itwas decided this year to cover much more
territory than had ever been attempted in former years. The outlook, therefore, is
most encouraging,

Burlington, Nov. 9th.—The night was most disagreeable, a fact which seriously
affected the attendanee at the meeting of the Burlington Branch. The President, Dr.
A. H. Speers, wasin the chair. The devotional exercises were conducted by Rev. James
Kendall. After the report of the Secretary had been presented, the Rev. Dr. Gee, of
Hamilton, delivered a capital address.  All the pastors of the village were present anc
took part in the meeting. This Branch will not be likely to show any falling away.

Lowville, Nov. 28,—This was the first Annual Meeting of this Branch, as it had
been only organized early in the present year. The President, Rev. R. Vollick, in the
chair. Rev. Mr. Russ, pastor of the church, conducted the opening exercises. The
Secretary’s report was very encouraging, considering that the collectors were new to the
work. Much interest has been aroused, and good work will be done the present year.

Palermo, Nov. 29th.—The first Annual Meeting of this new Branch was held in
the Methodist church., The President in the chair. The reports of the Secretary and
Treasurer were most encouraging. The Treasurer’s report showing a balance of $41.60
to be forwarded to the Bible House. This branch will justify its organization by its
splendid results,

West Flamboro, Nov. 30th.—The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church at
Christie. In the absence of the President, Rev. S. W. Fisher took the chair and opened
the meeting, The attendance was fairly good. The reports were very satisfactory,
showing a small increase. Rev. Mr. Fisher was elected President. This, one of the
oldest branches in this district, always does good work.

Copetown, Dec. 31st-—The night was very stormy and consequently the attendance
small. The Rev. Mr. Rowe, pastor of the church, in the absence of the President
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\ook charge of the meeting. The reports read were satisfactory, showing a slight in-
crease. The outlook is hopeful.

Dundas, Dec. 7th.—The meeting, which was held in the Baptist Church, was
<mall compared with its meeting of the previous year. The Rev. Mr. Moir and Rev.
Dr. {Vakefield led in opening exereises. The reports were most encouraging, showing

a splendid increase on former years. This branch can always be relied upon for good
I y £

resuits.
Glenmorris, Jan'y 6th, 1899.—Although the roads were much obstructed by drifted
<now, which rendered driving very difficult at night, yet the meeting was well attended.
The President occupied the chair,and the Rev. Mr. Pettigrew opened the meeting with
devotional exercises. The cfficers were re-elected and collectors appointed. It is hoped
that this branch will soon reach the point of efficiency of past years.

Strabane and Freelton, Jan’y 12th.—In the absence of the President, the Rev. D.
G. Cameron presided and opened the meeting. The report of Secretary and Treasurer
was encouraging. Mr. Wm, Nicols, of Strabane, was elected President, and the Secretary
was re-elected.

A%lbride, Jan'y 13th.—A combination of circumstances militated against a good
meeting at Kilbride. Wet night, snow drifted roads and imperfect announcement on
part of local society. Yet arrangements were made to have the work efficiently atten
ded to for the year.

Oakville, Jan'y 18th.—This branch, which is one of the oldest, is managed by a
most efficient staff of officers. The reports were, as usual, most encouraging. The
meeting, which was held in the Methodist church, was presided over by Mr. W. H.
Voung. Rev. John Kay cor.ducted the opening exercises, and addressed the meeting.
Rev. Mr. Atkinton, of the Baptist Church, was also present and took part. It is ex-
pected that this branch will make decided advance this year.

Waterdown, Jan’y 20th.—The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church. Mr.
McMonies in the chair. The Rev. Mr. McEachern read the Scripture lesson, and
Rev. Mr. Hockey led in prayer. The reports were read and adopted. The officers
were re-elected. The hope is that this branch will scon advance to the position held
in past years.

REV. BERNARD BRYAN.

Toronto Junction, Oct. 13.—Meeting was held in the Church of England ; very
good attendance, an increase upon last year. The Rector of the church, Rev. F. H.
Du Vernet, conducted the devotional exercises, and later gave a practical, helpful
address. The reports indicated some improvement in the work.

Bradford, Oct. 17.—Meeting was held in the Church of England. There was a
large attendance, and the meeting was hearty and earnest. Rev. Mr. Morley, pastor
of the church, conducted the devotional exercises, and afterwards gave a short address.
Rev. G. M. Brown and Messrs. Pratt, Bernath, Coombes and McLean delivered most
effective speeches, strongly commending the good work. This branch has a real live
secretary in Mr. S. Martin.

Cookstown, Oct. 20.—Meeting was held in the Presbyterian church. The attendance
was small  The pastor of the church, Rev. G. B. Greig, was present and rendered
good service to the cause. This branch seems laboring under difficulties ; lacks for
some reason the hearty united support of the church people.

Thornton, Oct. 21,—Meeting was held in the Church of England, The church
was filled. Meeting earnest and hearty. Officers thoroughly interested. Addresses
were delivered by Revs. W. G, Dryer and Mr. MacBrian. The branch has the promise
of success in a united sympathy, interested workers, and a good country.
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Alliston, Oct. 21st and 23rd.—Meeting was held on21st in the Presbyterian church,
It was a night of weather not to be forgotten, a continuous down-pour of rain. The
attendance of course was small. It was agreed, after consultation by the four ministers
and officers present, to transact the business part of the meeting that night, but to leave
the addresses till Sunday evening, 23rd. On that evening the church was filled with
the people of the various churches, and a most earnest, excellent, spiritual meeting was
held in the interests of the Bible Society. Revs. W, Buchanan, J. R. S. Burnet' and
W. E. Carroll took part.

Zhornhkill, Oct. 25.—Meeting was held in the Presbyterian church. Rev. Jam
Grant, pastor of the church, and Rev. Mr. Keam were present and rendered good
service to the Society. The reports read showed some progress in the branch.

Richmond Hill, Oct. 27.—Meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church. The
attendance was quite large, a good increase upon last year. Rev. Geo. McCulloch,
President of the branch, occupied the chair and conducted very successfully the business
of the meeting. Revs, Jas. Grant and Mr. Large were present and took a helpful part
in the proceedings. Mr. Andrew Newton, the new president, was put in charge of the
work at the end of the meeting.

Temperanceville, Oct. 31st. —Meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church. This
was a splendid meeting. Church was fairly well filled. Mr. Ness, the President, con
lucted well the business of the meeting. Rev. Dr. Carmichael, the energetic secretary
and a life-long friend of the Society, was present and gave a helpful address. The
reports were encouraging, indicating a deep interest in the branch in the work of the
Society.

Laskay, Nov. 1st.—Meeting was held in the Methodist church. The attendance
was small. Those present felt somewhat discouraged. Other meetings interfered,
drawing away the pastor, the secretary and other members of the branch. This, how
ever, is a good branch, one of the best in the country places. The collections show
real interest in the cause. .

Downsview, Nov. 3rd.—Meeting held as usual in the Methodist church.* The
pastor was not able to be present, and the attendance was quite small. The life and
work of this branch depends largely upon its energetic secretary, Mr. John Goulding.
A week day meeting is not a success here ; the members of the branch would like a
Sunday afternoon meeting.

Zottenkam, Nov. 21st —Meeting held in the Church of England, The attendance
was not large. Rev. R. B. H. Bell, pastor of the church, conducted the devotional
exercises. Rev. P. Nicol and Rev. Mr. Large were present and commended the good
work which the Society was doing throughout the world.

Becton, Nov. 22nd.—Meeting was held in the Methodist church. There wasa
very fair attendance, and the meeting was hearty and earnest. Rev. M. R. Chapman
performed well the part of chairman. Rev. Mr. Bell drove over from Tottenham to be
present at the meeting and gave a short address. The work of the branch is prospering.

Elm Grove, Nov. 23rd.—This branch is in the country, the people driving some
distance to attend the meeting. It was held in the Church of England, which was well
filled with interested people. The officers are doing their work well. Rev. W, E.
Carroll drove over from Alliston and rendered excellent service at the meeting.

Everett, Nov. 24th.—Meeting was held in the Church of England. Rev. F. |.
Lynch from Rosemont was present to conduct the business of the meeting. About
were present. The officers took an active part in all the business of the evening.
good work is being done in this branch.

Rosemont, Nov. 25th.—Meeting was held in the Presbyterian church. This was a
splendid meeting. The church was filled to the door before the hour for starting. Rev.
Mr. Lynch, the President, conducted the business. Rev. Mr. Wilson, the pastor,
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acsisted in the work. Rev. John A. Trollope was also present and took part in the
proceedings. Good work will continue to be done in this branch.

_{urora, Nov. 28th.—This is a live branch, Al the officers are deeply interested,
and do their best to make every meeting a success. It was held this year in the Presby-
terian church. Rev. Herbert Lee occupied the chair. Much of the success of the
work here is due to his energy., Rev. Mr. Amos, the pastor of the church, and Rev
G. W. Dewey took an active part in the meeting. The male choir, led by Rev. Mr.
Dewey, was a great help. About three hundred were present.

Bond Head, Nov. 20th.—Meeting was held in the Presbyterian church. The

ance was small. This branch needs stirring up. The work seems to be flagging.

J. T. Hall, pastor of the church and secretary of the branch, was present and

ndered good help. Those present gave a promise of better things in the future.

Eclinton and Davisville, Dec. 7th.—Meeting was held in the Methodist church.
t was a good meeting. Very fair attendance. Mr. J. J. Gartshore, the President,
made an excellent chairman.  The meeting had lots of clerical help. Revs. [. H.
Locke, ]. Pearson, F. J. Scott and J. C. Tibb were present and took part in the pro-
ceedings. The meeting was an enconraging one.

REV. S. CARRUTHERS.

Ezerton—DMeeting held in the Church of the *“ Disciples,” on Tuesday Evening,'

Nov. 29th, Owing to two social meetings only a few miles away, the audience was
not so large as it would otherwise have been ; however, it was a good one, and thos¢
present listened most attentively for a full hour to the agent’s address.

Rockwood—The meeting was held in the *“ Friend’s” Meeting House. The Pres-
byterian and Methodist pastors very thoughtfully gave up their mid-week prayer
meetings and joined in a union meeting in the interests of the Bible Society. Both
pastors assisted in the devotional exercises, and a choir enlivened the meeting with ap-
propriate musical selections. The Annual Report was presented by the efficient secre-
tary, Mr. J. R. Harris, after which the agent gave his address, which was attentively
listened to. The meeting was said to be the best in twenty years, and the collection
the largest in the history of the branch. This united meeting on the evening of the
usual prayer meetings having proved so successful, it is likely to be continued in the
future.

~ Eramosa—Your Agent was driven by the Rev. Mr. Cranston, of Rockwood, th®
nine miles to Eramosa. Mr. Cranston very kindly remained and assisted in the meet-
ing. The octogenarian President, Mr. John A. Armstrong, is still kept in harness, and
is most thoughttul for the comfort of the agent and active in the work of the Society.
The Annual Report was presented by Mr. Scott, Secretary, the officers and committee
were elected, after which your agent gave an address, which met with the cordial ap-
preciation of the audience. The contributions of this branch, when all in, will fully
equal those of last year.

Beverley—Here on Dec. 3rd, your agent found himself in the church where he was
pastor for eight years and a half, and was greeted with a large audience. The Rev. F.
Ballantyne, Pastor, presided and conducted the devotional exercises. The Annual
Report was presented by Mr. Robert McQueen, who has been secretary for the last 41
years. Although very many changes have taken place, and many old and liberal con-
tributors been removed by death, the contributions will be about the same as last year.
Your agent addressed the meeting for a full hour, after which the people made the
largest offering which has been given at the Annual Meeting for many years.

Your agent would make grateful acknowledgment to Mr. John R. Harris, Rev. Mr.
Cranston, Mr. John A. Armstrong and Mr. Robert McQueen, for their kind hospital-
ity and help in the work.

o i It o N 2 e W o Attt e .”.»7/."
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REV,

A. B. CHAMBERS,

Woodville, Dec. 5th.—Meeting held in the Methodist Church. The first severe
snow storm of the season prevented a large attendance, but a goodly number showed
their interest in the Society by being present. The President was in his place, and
valuable assistance was rendered by Revs. Duncan (Presbyterian) and Clarke (Meth-
odist). The financial returns were more satisfactory than for some time past.

Glenarm, Dec, 6th.—Rev. D. McDonald, an old friend of the Bible Society,
cordially welcomed our Agent to his home and Church. The attendance was satisfac.
factory and the meeting interesting, giving promise of continuous support.

Fenelon Falls, Dec. 7th.—Meeting held in Methodist Church. Revs. Fraser and
Leitch contributed to the interest of the meeting, and a fair audience gave an attentive
iearing to your agent. In this rising town there is a good field for our Society.

Bobcaygeon, Dec. Sth.—A large and intelligent audience assembled on the occasion
of the Annual Meeting. The officers, efficient and alive to their responsibility, had
their work well in hand. The presence of Revs. McLennan, Creighton, Innis, Downs,
Shier and Howard was very gratifying, as an indication that all branches of the Pro-
testant Church are interested in this work.

Dunsford, Dec. gth.—Meeting held in the Presbyterian Church. The weather
was somewhat unfavorable,"and an unavoidable meeting in an adjoining neighborhood,
prevented Rev. Mr. Kenny (Methodist) and a number of his people from being with us,
but the presence of Rev. Mr. Creighton, Chnrch of England, and of Rev. Mr. Innis,
Presbyterian, who drove from Bobcaygeon, a distance of 10 miles, gave great inspira.
tion to the meeting. Your Agent offers special thanks to these reverend gentlemen.
You may expect a good report from Dunsford.

Little Britain, Dec. 29th.—The audience that assembled was not large numerically,
ut inintelligence and zeal made a very pleasant meeting. Mr. J. B. Weldon, Presi-
dent, occupied the chair, and was well supported by the other officers. Elder Garbutt.
Christian minister, and Rev. F. B. Stratton, of the Methodist Church, took part.

Wilfrid, Jan. 23rd. —The Annual Meeting was held in the Methodist Church, but
the pastor was unavoidably absent. Rev. Mr. Wilson, President, had been moved to
another circuit, and the Secretary did not attend. Notwithstanding these discourage-
ments, your Agent organized the meeting and addressed those who were present. New
officers were elected, collectors appointed, and preparations made for carrying on the
work, Wilfrid ought to do better.

Manilla, Jan. 24th.—Meeting held in the Baptist Church. The weather was
pleasant, but the congregation was small. Rev. W. B. Tucker, B.A., conducted re
ligious exercises, and your Agent appealed for greater interest and increased liberality.
Officers were elected and other business attended to, and we wait hopefully for better
results.

Sonya, Jan. 25th.—A very appreciative congregation listened to the Agent’s
address. The venerable President, Rev. A. Curry, M.A., occupied the chair, and Rev.
W. B. Bresner, Pastor of the Church, delivered a brief address. Contributions in
advance of last year. This is a small but live Branch.

Cambray, Jan, 26th.—This was the second attempt to hold the Annual Meeting i
this place, but on both occasions unusually severe weather prevailed. The few who
were present attended to the organization, and laid plans for carrying on the work.
Rev. Mr. McKenzie, Presbyterian, and Rev, Mr. Snowdon, Methodist, promised to
bring the subject specially before their congregations, and we have reason to expect
that the year will not be lost to the Society.

Oakwood, Jan. 27th.—Meeting held in the Presbyterian Church, the Pastor,
Rev. Ar. McKenzie, presiding, Very cold weather prevented a la rge meeting. There
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were, however, signs of continued interest in the good work. Rev. Leonard Phelps
took part in the meeting, and hospitably entertained your Agent.

Lindsay.—The Week of Prayer is well observed in this prosperous town, and the
gentlemen in charge were kind enough to devote the last meeting of the series to the
work of the Upper Canada Bible Society. The audience was large and representa-
tive. Rev. J. W, McMillan presided, and Rev. Thomas Mannirg conducted devo-
tional exercises. Other leading Protestant ministers were present and took some part
in the meeting. It was a great pleasure to address this large assembly, and there is
every reason to believe that this Branch will continue to bear good fruit,

EV. G. H. COBBLEDICK, M.A.,, B.D.

East Westminster, Jan. 24th.—This is a banner branch, having contributed annually
upwards of $100 for many years. It owes its success largely to the inspiration of the
Rev. Mr. Sawers, of the Presbyterian Church, whose charges constitute the major por-
tion of its territory, and in whose home we were royally entertained. An epidemic of
la grippe, prevalent in all the communities visited, prevented a larger attendance, but
the audience evidenced much interest in the Society’s work, and the old ofticers, who
are all most efficient, were re-elected.

Lambeth, Jan. 25th.—Unlike the last, this branch has done but little for years.
The night was very cold, and the meeting, which was in the Methodist Church, was
not large. There were, however, a number of young people present, who will be the
future friends of the Society. The chair was occupied by the President, Mr. Joseph
Pool, but the Secretary was absent through illness, much to his own regret and ours, A
representative committee was elected and the executive promised to have a meeting at
once and appoint the collectors, and push the work vigorously. With the kindly co-
operation of the Rev. Mr. Cosens, whose charge constitutes part of the branch, we
expect a successful future under the new management.

Fingal, Jan, 26th.—The cold had increased, but the aged President, Mr. Chas.
Edmonds, at whose home we were kindly entertained, and who has been connected
with the branch for thirty years, was in the chair, and the other officers and most of the
committee were present. The meeting was in the Presbyterian Church, and was in-
teresting, a union choir leading in song, and the Rev. Mr, Jackson, of the Methodist
Church, aiding by his presence and counsel. The pastor of the church was absent at a
meeting of Presbytery. Vacancies in the committee were filled, and collectors ap-
pointed to cover all the surrounding community. The prospects of this branch are
encouraging.

REV. ALEX. CURRIE. (Manitoba.)

£merson, Nov. 10.—The meeting was held in the lecture room of the English
Church. There was a good audience, with Rev. Mr. Garton in the chair, who addressed
the meeting at some length and introduced your Agent, as he was a stranger in the
town. Rev. Mr. Crux, Methodist minister took part in the opening exercises. Your
Agent spoke at length on the questions: How we get our Bible ; how we distribute
if, and what work the U. C. B. S. has done during the past year. The business of the
Society was transacted. An efficient staff of officers was elected, and good collectors
appointed to canvas the town aud surrounding districts.

Morris, Nov. 22.—The meeting was held in the Methodist church, which was very
cold. Several came, but immediately went home again because of the cold, so our
meeting was small. We gathered round the stove while your Agent spoke particularly
on the work of the Society. The few who were present took deep interest in the work.
The Depository I found in good condition, and I hope another year things will be more
comfortable for the meeting.
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Morden, Nov. 23.—The night was very cold, but a good audience gathered in the
Presbyterian church. Great interest was manifested in the work of the Society. Rev
Mr. Borthwick, an old-timer in these parts, was called to the chair, who, in introducing
the Agent, gave us a very brief but interesting account of B. S. meetings in the early
days. The books were not in a satisfactory state, due to the fact of a fire having oc
curred in the building in which they are kept. But Mr. Smith, the depositary, was ir
a few days to remove into new premises, where the books of the Society would have a
more conspicuous place given them. The 24th being Thanksgiving Day, your Agent
remained in Morden over that day and preached for Mr. Rumball.

s.—I1ad a good meeting in the Presbyterian church, which

Crystal City, Nov. 2
was comfortably filled. Both Methodist and Presbyterian ministers were present
took part in the meeting. Examined the depository and found it in good order.

Manitou, Nov. 26.—A very small audience. Saturday is a busy night in our tcwn,
f business are kept open late, so it was agreed to postpone the meeting ur

l,‘TLCL‘S 0
{ a full house in the Presbyterian

Sunday after service in the evening, when we ha

church. All the clergy of the town were present except one. This is one of the best
branches I have visited. The officers are active and interested iu the work. I antic
pate good returns from Manitou. I had the privilege of preaching twice on Sabbath,
when 1 took occasion to emphasize B. S, work.

Cartwricht, Nov. 28.—Arrived here about 4 o’clock, to find that no steps had beer
taken to announce the meeting. I determined to have a meeting and asked the min-
isters of the place to help, which they willingly did, and we had a good meeting. All
enjoyed it and expressed iuterest in the work. The depositary has been removed t
new quarters, where the books will be safe, convenient, and well exposed to view. |
anticipate good work by this branch this year.

Killarney, Nov. 29.—1I reached Killarney late in the afternoon. Called at once or
the secretary and depository. Found the books in good condition and the sales very
good. The meetfng was held in the Presbyterian church. All the ministers of the
town were present, and each gave a short address, followed by your Agent. Officers
were elected for the ensuing year.

Deloraine, Dec. 1.—The meeting in this town was held in the Presbyterian church.
A good audience and a comfortable church are both essential to a good meeting. They
were both here. Rev. Mi. Lawson of the Methodist church and Rev. Mr. McKenzie, a
retired minister of the Presbyterian Charch, and also Mr. Fisher, the present Preshy
terian pastor, were all present and took part in the meeting. The efficient secretary,
Mr. Montgomery had everything in excellent condition. The Depository was visited
next day. It was not in as good condition as desirable. Your agent advised the pur
chase of a case in which to keep the stock. The difficulty was to secure the necessary
room for the case. Mr. Cowan, however, said he would en.ccavor to give good and
prominent place, and the officers were to see to the matter.

Boissevain, Dec. 6th.—The meeting was held in the Methodi Church—a handsome
structure. There was a goodly number present, though the night was cold and stormy.
The ministers of the town were all present, with the exception of the English Church
man. Everything connected with this branch was most satisfactory. Mr. D. Sutherland
takes great interest in the work, and attends to it most carefully.

Selkirk, Dec., 7.—This point was the first branch visited on Nov. oth, but, as
in the case of Cartwright, no notice had been given of the meeting, so Selkirk had
to be visited a second time, and though it was an improverhent on the first, yet we
had a poor meeting as regards numbers. We changed secretary and president, and
I trust there may be better work done this year. The stock was almost exhausted

in the Depository.
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REV, JOHN DAVIDSON.

Jara and Invermay, Oct. 24th, 1898.—The Annual Meeting of this branch was
held in the Methodist Church. The Pastor was unavoidably absent. Mr. Brunton,
the President, occupied the chair. The meeting was small for a place the size of Tara.
The interest and attention of the audience were good. After the address of your agent,
Rev. Mr. Roy, Episcopal Minister, late of Wallaceburg, gave an interesting address on
Bible Society and Colportage work in the Province of Quebec. The interests of this
branch seem to be well attended to by the officers, and they were re-elected. Your
agent was kindly entertained by the Secretary, F. R. Noble.

Arkwr.ght and Mount Hoge, Oct 25th.—This branch met this year in the
Mlethodist Church at Mount Hope. Mr. Watson, President, in the chair. Rev.
Messrs. Garnham and Gilroy, ministers in charge of this circuit, were present and gave
hort and interesting addresses, after your agent had spoken on the work of tke Bible
society. The attendance at the meeting was good. There was a good choir present
and sang several appropriate hymns, which increased the interest. The officers are
interested in Bible Society work.

Burgoyne, Oct. 26th,—Rev. Mr. Gilroy kindly drove your agent to Burgoyne.
The meeting was small on account of the state of the weather. No business was done,
but arrangement was made to hold another meeting if deemed desirable, the collectors
to go around and take up their annual subscription as usual. The interests of this
branch are well attended to by by Rev. Mr. Bell, President, and Mr. Menzies,
Sccretary-Treasurer.

Allenford, Oct. 27th.—In the absence of the President and resident ministers, Dr.
Williams, an old friend of the Bible Society, occupied the chair. Your agent gave an
address on the character and extent of Bible Society work. The branch here is not as
vigorous as it ought to be. It is hoped that good was dore by the meeting.

Hegrworth, Oct. 28th.—Meeting held in Methodist Church. Special meetings were
being held in the church. The meeting for that night was withdrawn in favor of the
Bible Society Meeting, which was the proper thing to do. These special meetings
seemed to increase the attendance at the Bible Society Meeting. Rev. J. Truax,
minister in charge, occupied the chair. There was a good attendance and the spirit
was excellent. The choir sang several hymns which gave additional interest to the
meeting. After the address of the agent, Rev. Messrs. Thompson, Presbyterian and
Truax, Methodist, delivered short addresses. This branch, though in a languishing
condition for the last two years, seems to be much revived, and there is good hope of
better things being done in the future.

Riversda.e, Oct. 31st.—Mceting held in the Presbyterian Church. Attendance
fair, interest good. The President, Mr. Neil McKinnon in the chair. The meeting
was opened with devotional exercises, led by the Rev. Mr, Maxwell. VYour agent was
the only speaker. This is a vigorous branch, and dces good work. Its interests are
attended to by earnest, faithful cffice-bearers, who were all re-elected.

Glammis, Nov, 2nd.—The meeting of this branch was held in the Baptist Church.
Mr. McLennan occupied the chair. The attendance was fairly good ; the interest and
attention were excellent. After the address of your agent, short addresses were deliv-
ered by Messrs. McDonald and Sanderson, Presbyterian and Methodist ministers. This
seems to be a working branch, and the interests of the Society are well attended to by
excellent officers.

Faisley, Nov. 3rd.—The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church. The
evening was fine and the attendance was pretty good. Rev. Mr. Johnston was un-
avoidably absent. Mr. Cheevis, President, occupied the chair and gave a short ad-
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dress. After the address of your agsnt, Rev. Mr. Potter, Methodist Minister, wh
had withdrawn his meeting that evening, gave an address on the importance of the
Bible Society. This is a vigorous branch and good results are hoped from the efforts
of the office-bearers, all men who are much impressed with the importance of the work
of the Society, and attend well to its interests.

Port Elgin, Nov. 4th.—No meeting was held by this branch last year, but your
agent had the satisfaction of addressing a good meeting in the Methodist Church. Mr,
Kinsey, President, occupied the chair. Short addresses were delivered by Messrs.
Drumm and McKinnon, Presbyterian and Baptist Ministers. The sales in the Depository
have been large, and the prospects of the branch are good. Youragent expects to hear
of a considerable remittance this year from Port Elgin.

REV. S.*A. DYKE.
Unionwille.—The annual meeting of the Unionville branch of the Bible Society

was held on Tuesday evening, Dec. 6th, in the Presbyterian Church. Mr. James

Morrison in the chair. After prayer by Rev. Mr. Wilkinson, the minutes of the
last annual meeting were read and approved ; the Treasurer’s statement received
and adopted ; the officers for the ensuing year elected, and the collectors appointed.
Your agent then gave an address upon the principles underlaying the work of the
Bible Society, for which the meeting was kind enough to pass a hearty vote of
The prospects are that largely increased contributions will be reported

thanks.
from this branch.

Markham.—The annual meeting of the Markham branch was held in the
Methodist Church on Wednesday evening, Dec. 7th, In the absence of the ver
erable Dr. Crowley, the President, through age and ill health, the Rev. T. H.
Edwards, the pastor, occupied the chair. Prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Martin
of the Presbyterian Church, and the reports for the last year were submitted and
adopted. F. A. Reesor, Esq., was elected President ; James Coakwell, Secretary-
Treasurer, and the collectors for the year were appointed. Your Agent was then
called upon to present the interests of the society, which he did, giving a history
of the work, with its wonderful results. It is hoped that this branch will renew
its youth and report marked progress this year.

Goodwood.—The meeting at Goodwood was appointed for Tuesday evening,
March 20th. The night was a very stormy one, the equinoxial gales being on in
full force. Moreover, special services were being held in the Methodist Church.
Under the circumstances, your Agent concluded that he could best serve the in.
terests of the Bible Society by accepting the invitation of the President, Rev. J. H.
Oke, to give the evangelistic address, and thus use “The sword of the Spirit’
rather than speak about it. The results justified the decision, and the promise
that the work of collecting would be heartily pressed assures good returns.

Sunderland.—Special services were being held in the Baptist Church at Sun
derland, but the pastor. Rev. Thomas Cowan, readily fell in with the proposal that
a union meeting be held in his church on Wednesday evening, March 2lst, thus
insuring a larger meeting than could otherwise have been secured. After the
opening exercises by the pastor, and the Rev. John Currie of Oro, your Agent
addressed the meeting. The officers for the year were then appointed, and
arrangements decided upon for a thorough canvass of the district.
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REV. ]J. DYKE, B.D. (Manitoba)

Fussell,.—Your Agent arrived in this town on Monday, Oct. 17, after a drive of
thirty-five miles. The first duty was to inspect the stock, which was found in good
condition, though sales were light. The public meeting was held in the Presbyterian
Church.  All the clergymen of the town were present, and aided the Agent very
much in the meeting. The collection amounted to $5.75. The usual officers and
collectors were appointed, and a resolution unanimously passed requesting that the
next Annual Meeting be held in the Episcopalian Church,

Gilbert Plains.—A drive of [orty-nine miles through the Riding Mountains brought
the Agent to Gilbert Plains, where he inspected the stock of the Society held by De-
positary Duncan Cameron, Glenlyon P. O. This Depository is in the centre of
a new but fertile country, into which numerous settlers are moving each year. A public
meeting might be held with great good to the settlers and considerable profit to the
funds ot the Society.

Dauphin.—A snow fall of six inches, added to the muddy roads. made the 25-mile
drive from Glenlyon, in the Gilbert plains, to Dauphin a very tedious excursion.” The
Agent reached Dauphin about the middle of the afternoon, inspected the stock, called on
several prominent Christian workers, and attended the public meeting in the Methodist
Church. The audience was not large, but it was deeply interested, and promises of
greater good are held out for future effort. The drive home to Birtle of 110 miles
through beautiful scenery along the valley of the Birdtail river, where settlers are 25
miles apart, occupied two days and a half. No wonder the Agent and his team were
weary, having driven 220 miles and visited three branches during the week.

G/adstone.—The annual meeting at this point was held in the Methodist Church.
The President, C. P. Bennett, Esq.. ably filled the chair. The Episcopalian, Metho-
distand Baptist pastors were out of town, but Rev. Mr. Munro, the Presbyterian pastor,
gave the Agent valuable assistance. The collection was $5.70. Returns from this
branch were small last year, but the audience and officers are determined to re-assert
their old-time vigor in the good work of the Bible Society.

The Arden annual meeting was held in the Presbyterian church. The pastor,
the Rev. Mr. Miller, presided, and gave an excellent address. The Agent presented
the claims of the Society to an interesting audience. A union choir gave valuable
assistance.

Newdale,—A very appreciative audience assembled in the Presbyterian Church at
this point.  The President of the Society was out of town. The Methodist pastor, Rev.
H. J. Miller, and the Agent, addressed the audience on the work of the Bible Society.
The usual officers and collectors were appointed.

Hamiota.—The branch at this point has been unfortunate in the loss of the entire
Depository stock by fire in April last. New stock arrived in September, consequently
few sales had been made when your Agent arrived in October. An excellent meeting
was held in the Presbyterian Church. The local pastors gave valuable assistance, The
Agent impressed the audience with the necessity of making very special efforts to raise
all the money possible in view of the loss sustained by the recent fire.

Rapid City.—By some oversight the stock of Scriptures at this point had lain in an
empty store since the last annual meeting. Your Agent secured assistance and removed
the stock into the store of the new Depository. A very inspiring meeting was held in
the Baptist Church. The local pastors, Revs. Stalker, Vicbert, Howarth and Chisholm,
took part in the meeting.  All present resolved to aid the work with greater vigor.

Necpawa.—After a fifty mile drive your Agent succeeded in this second atiempt to
secure a good meeting in this town. The Fresident, W. W, Stevenson, Esq., the
Revs. Patterson, McLean and Auvache gave the Agent valuable assistance in making
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he meeting successful. The sales in Depository were light, but some thirty dollars
were subscribed and paid into the funds of the Society.

Minnedosa is one of the oldest branches in the Province. The attendance at the
annual meeting held in the Methodist Church was not large, but was marked by a fine
spirit and a deepening interest in the work of the Bible Society. The Revs. Herbison,
Long and Laing took an active part in the meeting. The officers appointed will do all
they can to ensure success.

Shoal Lake.—A dark night, muddy roads, and several prominent workers being
out of town caused the meeting to be thinly attended. Those present were deeply in-
terested in the Agent's address. The usual officers were appointed, and a promise
made to do all possible to make the canvass a success.

Birtle annual meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church. The Agent, assisted
by Dr. Hall, President, and the Revs. T. H. Murray ard W. W. Robertson, conducted
the meeting. The attendance was encouraging, and when the canvass is complete
Birtle will not be behind its record of former years in this good work.

Your Agent arrived at Yorkton on Saturday evening, Feb. 18, and at once inspect-
ed the stock, which is neatly kept by Depositary J. L. Magrath. Over $40.00 worth of
the Word had been sold. A very large immigration is pouring into this fertile district,
and there is a fine opening for a good colporteur. The annual meeting was held in the
Methodist Church on Sunday morning, all other services merging into it. The Agent
presented the claims of the Society to a very interesting audience. After dinner, in
company with Rev. E.J. Hopper, your Agent visited a camp of 314 recently arrived
Doukabours, and was much pleased with their intelligent and orderly appearance.
Held a brief conversation with the interpreter, and assisted in a service of song held in
an adjacent tent, at which about twenty of these visitors were present.

Saltcoats.—The annual meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church at 7.30 on
Sunday evening. A large and very attentive audience listened to the claims of the
Bible Society as presented by your Agent, who was ably assisted by the Rev. J. Hellyer.
Owing toa poor harvest the financial returns are small, but the friends are warm in
their zeal for Bible Society work, and promise greater things in the future.

Binscarth.—The clergy at this place requested your Agent to open up a branch
which was accomplished in the Presbyterian Church on Monday, Feb. 20. The Rev-
C. White, B.A., Presbyterian, Rev. Geo. Gill, Episcopalian, and Rev. T. G. Hunts
man, Methodist, assisted your Agent in a very successful organization. Efficient
officers were appointed, and the collectors promised to report in about ten days after the

public meeting.

REV. S. C. EDMUNDS, B.D.

Kinlough, Oct. 19th.—Meeting in the Fresbyterian Church. Many of the
friends of the Society were present, but the night was not favorable for large at
tendance. Thereis much interest taken in Bible Society work here, and this
branch is prosperous.

Langside, Oct. 90th.—Mzeeting in the Presbyterian Church. The President,
Rev. A. MacNab, B.A., was unable o be present. but ihere was evident interest
taken in the meeting. The friends at this branch are nouv weary n well-doing.

St. Helens, Oct. 21st.—Meeting was held in the Episcopalian Church. The
President. S. P. Whaley, B.A., presided in his own happy wa? The nign. was
very wet, but true friends were present, and the meeting was good. They want a
larger stock in Depository if they keep one here. This is an encoulc ‘ng branch,
and it is a pleasure to visit it.

Molesworth, Oct. 28th.—Meeting in the Presbyterian Church. Rev. Mr. Bal-
lantine, President, was present. The evening was fine, the attendance fairly good
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and the same spirit was manifested at this branch. Some good friends of the
Society have removed, but many ave left. There is a heartiness about the work
that is encouraging.

Wingham, Nov. 28th.—Meeting in the Episcopalian Church. Rgv. Mr. Lowe,
the present incumbent, was at meeting ; les‘:u Rev. W. J. Freed, ]mptlst,w]m'made
some profitable remarks. The officers of this branch are true, and hold on in the
work without all the help they might have. The President, Mr. Robert Currie,
though advanced in years, collected half the amount at this branch cheerfully.
I trust they may have every success in this good work.

Bluevale, Nov. 29th.—Meeting in the Methodist Church. There was a goodly
intelligent company present that seemed to enjoy the meeting. They propose to
have a meeting in June to give prominence to Bible Society work. This branch
seems to me more vigorous and hearty than before.

Brussels, Nov. 30th.—Meetiug in the Episcopalian Church. Rev. Mr. Ross,
Presbyterian, and Rev. Mr. Abey, Episcopalian, were present. They arranged to
hold meetings at Ethel, Cranbrook and Sunshine, and appointed deputations for
the meetings. The officers are the right men in the right place. There is a
permanency about this branch that shows good results for the past and promises
as well for the future,

Belgrave, Dec. 1st.—-Meeting in the Episcopalian Church. Rev. Mr. Mills, the
incumbent, presided. He is a good friend of the Socicty. In fact this branch is
well sustained. The Secretary, Wm. Bengough, is hearty as ever, and ready to
do what he can to help the Bible Society. ‘I'he meeting was enjoyable to me and
[ trust profitable to all present.

Walton, Dec. 2nd.—Meeting in Presbyterian Church. The pastor, Rev. Mr.
Forrest, of said church, was present, as also Rev. Mr. Tiffin, Methodist. These
spoke well of the Society, and wished that more were interested. The collectors
did good work, bringing in very good increase. Your Agent received kindness and
words of encouragement. I expect good results for the year.

REV. J. G. FALLIS.

Shakespeare, Dec. 6th.—The meeting was held in the Temperance Hall. The
evening was stormy, but the hall was filled. D¢, Whiteman occupied the chair.
Rev. R. Pyke, President, was present and spoke words of good cheer. The col-
lectors had their work done before the Agent arrived, and financially they were
ahead of last year. This Branch is loyal to the Bible Society.

Milverton, Dec. Tth.—The storm still continued, and the roads were blocked up
with snow. However, your Agent went round among the officers and held a busi-
ness meeting. KEach minister will preach a sermon on a certain Sunday, in the

interest of the Bible Society, as has been their custom to do for vears in the past.

The officers were determined the work would not be allowed to fall behind, but will
give a good account of themselves.

Millbank, Dec. 8th.—The collectors had done their work thoroughly, and had
an increase over last year. The meeting was held in the Lpiscopalian Church, and
Thomas Magwood, M.P.P., occupied the chair. This Branch has been very fruit-
ful in the past, and can be fully relied on. The local ministers were present and
gave short addresses. The Depository is doing well in the hands of Mr. Nicholls.
All the officers are true friends of the Society.

Stratford, Dec. 9th.—This is the best Branch your Agent has met in his work
of visiting. The meeting was held in St. Andrew’s Church. The evening was
cold and gtormy, but a fair audience greeted us. The Pastors of the various
churches were nearly all present, and the meeting was very satisfactory. The
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collectors had their work nearly all done, and expected an advance on last yea
The chair was occupied by the Pastor of the church, Rev. J. McKay. Dr. Ha
non gave a short address, after which the agent spoke at some length.

Elimville and Thames Road, Jan. 9th,—The meeting was held in the Presb
terian Church, The Pastor, Rev. C. Fletcher, M.A., was present, and Rev. Ge
Jewell, of the Methodist Church and President of the Society, occupied the chai
The meeting was very well attended. The two churches work well together a
hold their meetings alternately in their respective districts. A good collecti
was given at the meeting,

B. FRASER, M.D.

Breslau.—Good meeting in new Mennonite Church. Local ministers prese
Contribution double that of previous year. Sales nearly triple, and promis
still larger growth. Officers interested and efficient.

Bloomingdale.—A fine meeting in United Brethren Church. The new pastor
Rev. Mr. Houseman, present and friendly to the cause. Mr. George McAllister
the leading business man of the place, re-elected president. Both will do what
they can to extend interest in community,

Winterbourne.— Small meeting, on a fair evening, in Methodist Church. The
enthusiastic President, Rev. A.M. Hamilton, M.A., and the efficient Secretary, Mr
Durrant, both present. Business in good shape. Branch a model in this respect
Improvement in contributions on last vear, and still further immprovement looked for

Hawkesville.—Small meeting, on a cold evening, in Presbyterian Church
Accounted for by many of the people having been out through the day to Thanks-
giving services, and being away from home visiting or having friends visiting them
The pastor of the church, Rev. S. Cunningham, an ardent friend of the Societ)
presided. Better arrangements made for collecting contributions, by which larger
returns may be expected. 'The Secretary, Mr. Hall, efficient and interested.

Linwood.—A good meeting in the Presbyterian Church. Appropriate music
Rev. Mr. Monsinger in the chair, and friendly to the cause. Officers of the Society
interested. An addition made to staff of collectors. Larger returns looked for.

Berlin.—Preached to large congregations on the Lord’s Day in the New Men-
nonite and Evangelical Association Churches, whose pastors are interested. (O
Monday evening held a most encouraging meeting in Presbyterian Church. The
venerable Dr. Bowlby, President, who has occupied the position for many years
and Mr. J. S. Levan, the enthusiastic and efficient Secretary, were heartily re
elected. Sales for the year also were twice as large as for the previous year. Most
of the evangelical ministers of the town were present, and it is confidently hoped
that Berlin will make a better showing in next year’s report than it has ever done.

Puslinch.—A well-attended and hearty meeting in Duff's Church, Presbyterian.
Excellent music by the church choir. A sympathetic address by the pastor, Rey
W. Robertson, M.A. Rev. S. E. Couch, Methodist, elected President. Will urge
the claims of the Society. This branch, formed last year by the union of two others,
promises to develope into one of the strongest and most liberal of the district.

Hespeler.—-Baptist Church well filled. Officers of the Society capable and in-
terested. Business in good shape. Depository well kept; in an excellent place
Resident pastors all present and all cordial friends of the work. The hope was
freely expressed that Hespeler would make a better showing in its coutributions in
future years—one more worthy of such a busy business town.

Preston.—A small meeting, on a fair evening, in the Methodist Church. De-

votional exercises were led by the pastor, Rev. Mr. Colling. The President, Geo.
Patterson, Esq., in the chair, gave an exceptionally interesting address. The
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resident ministers were present and expressed their sympathy wich the aims and
work of the Society. The Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. G. A. Miller, is a faithful
friend of the cause. The choir of the church rendered some appropriate selections
inexcellent style. Larger contributions may belooked for. The meeting concluded
with some earnest and inspiring remarks by Rev. Mr. Edmonds, Episcopalian,

REV. WM. FRIZZELL, PH B.

Pontypool, Oct, 24th.—Meeting held in Methodist Church. The pastor, Rev. Mr.
Edwards, occupied the chair. Night fine, attendance good. Interest in the work en-
couraging.

Cavanville, Oct. 25th.—Meeting in Methodist Church. The President, Mr. John
Gardiner, in the chair. The pastor of the Church, Rev. Mr. Coon, showed your
Agent much kindness. The interest manifested, both by the officers of the Branch and
the Christian public, is above the average.

Warsaw, Oct. 26th.—Here the meeting was held in the Baptist Church. The
President, Mr. George Payne, ably filled the chair. Good music was furnished by the
choir. The night being fine, the attendance was good. This is an active Branch, with
good officers. and is hopeful as to future work. The Methodist and Presbyterian
ministers of the town were present, and took part in the opening exercises.

Lakefield. Jan. 19th,—Meeting held in the Methodist Church. The pastor, Rev.
Mr."Edmonson. occupied the chair. The Presbyterian minister, Rev. Mr. Reeves, gave
an instructive address. The officers of the Branch take a lively interest in the work of
the Society. Your Agent was very hospitably entertained at the fine home of the
Treasurer, Mr. J. C. Sherin.

Norwood, Jan., 20th.—Owing to an epidemic of la grippe in the town, the atten-
dance was not so large as was expected. The interest, however, on the part of those
present was deep. The meeting was held in the fine Methodist Church, and the pas-
tor, Rev, Mr. McCamus, occupied the chair. The Rev. J. F. Summerville, Presby-
terian, and the Rev. Mr. Gibson, Anglican, were present and took part in the service.

Hastings, Jan, 22nd.—The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church at 10.30
a m. (Sunday). It was a truly union meeting. The Methodist and Arglican congre-
gations joined heartily in the service, consequently the attendance was very large. The
Rev. D A, Thompson, pastor of the church presided and Rev. Mr Weaver, of the
Anglican Church, together with the Rev. Mr. Campbell, of the Methodist Church, con-
ducted the opening exercises. A service was also held at Westwood in the afternoon,
when a large congregation listened with interest to the presentation of the work and
claims of the Bible Society.

Keene—Same day (Sunday).—Meeting held in Methodist Church. Pastor in chair.
It was filled to its utmost capacity by an evidently interested audience. This is one of
the most successful branches in the district. The Rev. Mr. Andrews, Presbyterian,
gave an interesting address, The collections at all these services on the Sabbath,
which were over $25.03, were given to the Bible Society. Your agent is much im-
pressed with the importance of holding as many meetings in the various districts on the
Sabbath as possible.

Mount Pleasant, Jan. 23rd.—Meeting in Methodist Church. In the absence of
the pastor, Rev. J. U. Tanner, Presbyterian Minister, of Omemee. occupied the chair,
The choir of the church rendered good service in leading the praise ~ Mr. Jas, McLean,
Sec’y-Treas., who has missed only one annual meeting in 43 years, was present and
gave an interesting address. The future prospects for this branch are good.

Omemee, Jan. 24.—Meeting in the Methodist Church. The pastor. Rev. Mr.
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Roberts, conducted the opening exercises. Rev. J. U. Tanner gave a short address.
The President occupied the chair. Although the meeting was not large, owing to the
prevalence of la grippe in the town, the work of this branch indicates no decrease in
real interest.

Springville, Jan. 25th.—Meeting in the Presbyterian Church. the pastor and
President, Rev. Mr, McMullen, occupied the chair. The Rev. Mr. Steele, Methodist,
gave a very helpful address. e was elected President for the ensuing year. This
branch is sure to do good work in years to come.

Bethany, Jan. 26th.—Meeting in the Town Hall. Dr. Brereton, President, occupied
the chair. The evening was stormy. Attendance not so large as desired—about 25
present. The Rev. Mr. Coon, Methodist, took part in the opening exercises, and
gave a short address. The President showed your Agent much kindness during his
stay in Bethany. The officers are all much interested in the work of the Society.

Janetville, Jan. 27.—Met in the Methodist Church. The President, Mr. Burn, in
the chair. He has held the position of President for 25 years. The Rev. Mr. Adams,
Methodist, and Rev. Mr. Oswald, Presbyterian, were present and took part in the
meeting. The old officers were unanimously re-elected. Altogether the prospects are
encouraging for the Janetville branch.

REV. DR. GALBRAITH.

Cherry Valley—The meeting was held in Methodist Church. Rev. H.V.
Mounteer, the efficient President, was in the chair and conducted the opening ser
vices. The congregation was large, and evinced a deep interest in the work of the
Society. The collection was good, and prospects are bright for a good advance
from this growing branch.

Milford—Meeting in Methodist Church, Oct. 23rd. The kind and courteous
Sec., Mr. W. B. Scott, most hospitably entertained the agent. The President, Dr.
Bredin, requested Rev. R. Allan to open the meeting. Attendance was large.
Several old members of the Society renewed their subscriptions, and a few new
names were added to subscription list.

Bloomfield—Owing to other attractions, the number present in Methodist
Church was not large. Mr. W. J. Osborne presided, and asked Rev. J. Harris to
open with prayer. The collection and subscriptions were fairly good, but ought to
be larger. The books in Depository ought to be changed and the number enlarged,

Wellington, Oct. 25th.—Methodist Church. The officers all in their place.
Rev. J. C. Bell conducted opening services. Audience fairly good. A most
profitable meeting. Owing to local causes, the collectors did not go out last year,
bnt promised to do better this year. Much larger returns may therefore be ex-
pected this year. The Depository is well kept.

Picton—Meeting in Main St. Methodist Church. Notwithstanding the heavy
rain all day, the attendance was large, the meeting most enthusiastic and the col
lection larger than usual. The President, Mr. R. Dobson, delivered a short,
earnest address, and Rev. J. W. Jolliffe, B.C.L. and Rev. J. Real conducted the
opening and closing services. The returns from Picton this year ought to be large.

Shannonville, Sabbath Evening, Oct. 30th.—Meeting in Presbyterian Church,
the Methodists withdrawing their service. The pastors of the churches, Revs.
McArthur and Fall, were present and took part in the service. Church was full.
Dr. Moore presided. Excellent meeting. Unusually large collection for the
place, $6.45 ; and $11.50 subscribed at the meeting.

Enterprise, Oct 31st.—Methodist Church. This is a young branch. The De-
pository is in good order and doing admirably well. The collectors, though ap-
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pointed, did not go out last year. The meeting this year was fairly well attended.
The President, Rev. J. McMullen, is a warm friend of the Society, and commen-
ded most heartily its good work to the people. This branch is likely to grow, and
in the near future become strong.

Zamworth, Nov. 1st.—In Presbyterian Church. Fairly good audience. Revs.
Ballantine (Presbyterian) Lewis and Campbell (Methodists) delivered short,
earnest addresses. The President, J. M. Smith, Esq., occupied the chair, and
spoke in the highest terms of the good work of the Bible Society. The Deposi-
tory is in good condition.

Newburgh—The meeting in the Methodist Church was largely attended. Revs.
J. Gandier (Pres.) C. L. Thompson and G. H. Chant (Meth.) took part in the
corvice, The meeting was most encouraging, the proceeds being almost equal to
the entire amount contributed last year. When the collectors do their work, the
amount, no doubt, will be greatly increasd.

Napanee—In Presbyterian Church, Nov. 3rd. Congregation large. Revs. W.
W. Peck, Pastor, and Dr. Crothers conducted the opening service. The audience
manifested deep interest in the work of the Society. This branch has good
officers and is now in a healthy condition. The prospects for this year are good.

Melrose —Meeting in Presbyterian Church, Nov. 920th. Full house. This is a
most prosperous branch. The people all seem interested in the work of the
Society. The contributions and subscriptions at the meeting are in advance
of the entire amount raised here last year. All the officers were present and all
re-elected.

Lonsdale—Meeting in Methodist Church. Opening services conducted by the
Pastor, Rev. M. E. Sexsmith. Congregation fairly good. The people are not
wealthy, but are in full sympathy with the work of the Society.

REV. A. GILRAY.

Cheltenham.—Your Agent visited thie branch of the Society on January the
twelfth. The meeting, which was held in the Presbyterian Church, was opened
with devotional exercisec led by Rev. 8. O. Nixon, in the absence of the President.
The attendance was not large, but the interest shown in the Society and its work
was quite encouraging.

Hillsburgh.—The meeting at Hillsburg was held in the Presbyterian Church on
February the fourteenth. This is one of the best officered societies in the com-
munity.  Mr. D. McMurchy makes a very efficient President, and the Becretary,
Mr. John Byrne, who has held the office for thirty-two years, is a model. The
attendance at this meeting was large and an excellent spirit was evident through-
out. Addresses were given by your Agent and Rev. Messre. McKinnon and Sparks.
The Treasurer’s report showed a considerable increase in the contributions for
1898, as compared with tbe previous year.

Marsville.—On account of sickness and bereavement in the family of the
Secretary of the Marsville Society, the meeting appointed for February the
seventeenth had to be deferred till the. twenty-eighth. Then unfortunately a fierce
snow storm was raging, through which your Agent drove twelve miles to find a
very small gathering. However, after the usual devotional exercises the annual
reports were received and disposed of. Officers were elected and collectors ap-
pointed and everything of which we could think done to stimulate and encourage
this Society, which, with a little care may be expected to do excellent work.

Campbell's Cross.—Meeting very well attended. Address by Rev. Joseph
Hamilton. He spoke on the Word of God from Ps. 19: 7. The interest taken in
the work in this branch is very commendable. Evidently the Secretary, Mr.
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Nixon, is alive to the importance of the work. There is also a Depository at
Inglewood connected with this branch, and is in good hands. The contributions
from this branch are, we think, good, being $55.00.

Lrin.—This branch was visited by Rev. Mr. MacKinnon on Feb. 27th. The
attendance was good, though the night was very cold. The interest shown was
commendable. The address, which was most appropriate was received wit]
marked sympathy, The income of last year was double that of the previous vear
and better things are hoped for from this year, 1899,

REV. JAMES GRANT,

Burford.—This branch of the Society’s operations is in a very flourishing state
The meeting was held in the Congregational Church, and it was a pleasant expel
lence for your Agent to see the building (a large one) well filled on the ocecasion of
his visit,

Scotland.—The meeting here, held in the Japtist Church, was not largely at
tended. I found that the collecting of last vear was not properly attended to, but
this is now remedied, and good returns are promised for this year.

New Durham.—This is one of the best branches in this district. The officers
of the branch are much interested, and collections are increasing yearly.

Princeton — After getting within 6 miles of this place, was blocked by a terrifi
snow storm. Could not hire anyone to drive me through. I telegraphed fully t«
officers and told how near I was, and yet how far. Asked them to hold meetins
and appoint officers. This was done, and in correspoundence since everything is
reported right for year’s collection.

Drumbo.—Meeting was held in Presbyterian Church. Prospects good for
excellent work.

Plattsville.—The meeting in this place was held in the German Church, and
there was a good attendance. Special care was this year paid to the appointment
of a good staff of collectors. The whole surrounding district is to be thoroughly
canvassed.

Washington.—The meeting here was held in the Methodist Church, and
although the night was unfavorable, much interest was manifested in your Agent’s
account of the Society’s work for the past year. Mr. Wm. Dunn, for thirty-two
vears Secretary-Treasurer, is a strong force in the work of this branch.

REV. W, T. HALL,

Mount Forest, Oct, 24th.—The officers of this branch do their business in good
form. Collectors appointed to make a thorough canvass of the district, Owing
to election meeting in town hall at same time, the meeting was but fairly well at
tended. Rev. Mr. Hanna (Pres.) gave a few stirring remarks in the interests of
the Bible Society.

Holstein, Oct. 25th.—Meeting in Methodist Church. Rev. Mr. Magwood pre-
siding. Attendance very good. We look for good returns

Cedarville, Oct. 26th.—Although the night was stormy, there was a good at-
tendance. Business in good form. Officers deeply interested.

Grand Valley, Oct. 27th.—Meeting bright and interesting. Good turn out.
Choir gave very suitable music. We expect from this branch even better things
than last year’s report.

Arthur, Oct, 28th.—This branch had last year become somewhat disorganized,
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but the people seem to have renewed their old time zeal, and are trying to bring in
a rousing report. We wish them every success.

Clifford, Nov. 1st.—Meeting in Presbyterian Church. Rev. S. Young presid-
ing, Good singing and the meeting went off very nicely. Rev. Mr. Smith
(Methodist) gave a few warm words in behalf of B. S. work.

REV. E. B. HARPER, D.D.

Hazwhestone was visited on October 11th. The fine weather gave way to that
which was most unfavorable ; yet we had with us those whose hearts appeared to
be loval to the interests of Bible dissemination. The Rev. H. A. Fish (Methodist)
in whose church our meeting was held, was with us, assisting ably to make the
meeting a success. The officers of this branch appeared to me to be the right men
for the places which they fill.

Fdgar was taken the following day, 12th. It is always a pleasant task to
visit Edgar and set forth the claims of the Bible. In Mr. Miller, the Society has a
model officer as Depositary and T'reasurer, to which must be added his hospitality
and readiness to do what is kind and obliging. T'he meeting was held in the Con-
gregational Church and was on the whole a fairly good one.

Minesing.--Meeting was held on the 17th Oct. It was in the Presbyterian
Church. Rev. Mr. Paton, pastor. Revs. Mr. Cowan, Baptist, and Mr. Ingram,
Methodist were there, supporting the claims of the Bible. All the officers of the
Society were there also. There was a good audience of old and young, who gave
close attention to the addresses, and we trust that the purposes of this people were
intensified to give enlarged help to the cause of wider Bible dissemination through
the world.

Elmwvale, Oct, 18th.—Weather changed from windy to wet. A downpour of
rain through the afternoon and evening militated against the attendance at the
meeting which had been looked for. The meeting was held in the Presbyterian
Church. Its pastor, Rev. Mr. Rollins, as also Rev. Mr. Cowan, Baptist, and Rev.
G. ¥. Brown, Methodist, cheered ua with their presence. The collection was not
large, but much is looked for when the collectors go round.

Penetanguishene, the 19th.—Meeting held in the Presbyterian Church. Rev. Mr.
Johnston, the pastor, assisted zealously. A fair attendance, good attention and a
liberal collection. Here a sudden and severe attack of lumbago, &c., obliged the
Agent to desist from personal labor and provide through a supply of provisional
helpers for the meetings yet to be held.

Coldwater was visited cn the 30th Nov. by the Rev. M. L. Pearscn of Barrie,
who addressed the meeting and conducted the usual business. The Rev. J. W.
Churchill reports favorably of the meeting. The Depositary reported sales in the
vear, $15.45 ; and stock on hand, $13.55.

Waubaushene was taken charge of on the 1st. Nov. by the Rev. J. W. Churchill,
who reports a fair gathering, a good meeting, harmonious election of officers. The
Depositary reports sales to the extent of $2.00, and about $20 worth of stock on
hand.

Midland.—On the 2nd Nov., as reported by Rev. J. W. Churchill, who assisted
Rev. T. Dunlop, boasts of a fine meeting, largely attended, and where the Metho-
dist, Presbyterian and Baptist clergymen were preseat helping. Collection $35.73.
Depositary reports sales for the year $11.45, and has stock worth §46 on hand.

Bracebridge was visited on the 9th Nov. by the Rev. A. W. Lennox, Congrega-
tional minister of Barrie, who acted for the Agent. The meeting was held in the
Methodist Church, whose pastor, Rev. H. Moore, with Rev. Mr. Leith, Presbyter-
ian, and Rev. Mr. Roberts, Baptist, lent assistance. It was observed that the
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attendance was larger than usual. Fine attention was given to Mr. Lennox’s
speech. The stock is in good condition and is kept in sight of the public. The
sales for the year are reported to be $16.65.

Huntsville was taken charge of on the 9th Nov. by the Rev. A. G. Hudson of
Barrie, The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church. Rev. John Locke
as well as Mr Hudson, is said to have spoken well." The attendance was good
better than ordinary. Enthusiasm was at high tide, Friends of the Bible looking
forward to increasing success. The collection mnch larger than on any previous
occasion,

REV. W. JOHN GARTON (Manitoba.)

Stony Mountain, Sept. 22nd,—This is a very small place. The only place of any
size in it is the penitentiary. We held our meeting in the Presbyterian Church. Mr.
R. T. Hewitt occupied the chair, and, in the absence of the Secretary-Treasurer, read
the minutes of the last meeting, and spoke of the benefit Stony Mountain had derived
from having a branch of the Society located there. At the close of the Agent’s address
Rev. Mr. Finn, Protestant chaplain at the penitentiary, spoke of the importance of the
Society as an agent for the spread of God’s word. The old officers were re-elected.

Austin, Sept. 28th.—Visited the Depository with the Secretary, Mr. J. M. Dick.
Sales fairly goo Meeting in the Presbyterian Church. (Only chuich in the place).
The President having left Austin, Mr. A. W. Kenner, Methodist student, occupied the
chair. Interest was manifested in the Society. The Agent’s address was attentively
listened to, and Mr. H. P. Heppe was elected President. Rev. J. H. Jarvis, Presby-
terian minis came from Sidney (9 miles) to attend the meeting, and spoke on behalf
of the Soci The meeting being held early in the fall, we expect good results from
the colle

M. cor, Sept. 29th,—The Depnsitary here has a good stock of well-selected
Bibles. Sales excellent. Mr. T, R, Vardon gives a conspicuous place in his store, so
that yone may know of the Depository. Meeting was held in the Methodist church.
Re: . A. Lewis in the chair. All the resident Ministers were present. Rev. C.
Ci ngham, Episcopalian, expressed his interest in our work. Owing to the meeting

being held late in the season last year, the collectors were not as successful as usual.

wever, plenty of time is now in hand for the work.

Baldur, Oct. §5.—On arriving here your Agent visited the Depositary, and assisted
him in taking stock. As there are a number of Icelanders in this district there is a
demand for Icelandic Bibles. We hope a supply will be obtained. A small attendance
greeted the Agent in the Methodist Church. Dr. Cleghorn was in his place as Presi-
dent. From remarks that fell from Mr. Shoults we may well anticipate a good meeting
next year. Dr. Cleghorn also thinks a change for the better will come *‘ o’er the scene.”
Rev. Messrs, Wilson and Wigle were present, the latter from Winnipeg. Unfortunately
Rev. H. E. Hobbs, Episcopalian, was obliged to be away.

Miami, Oct. 6.—A very happy time was spent at Miami. Rev. ]. Baikie, Presby-
terian, met your Agent at the station and hospitably entertained him. In company
together we visited the Depositary and Secretary. The stock of Bibles is extremely
small, only amounting to $6.20. A _very interesting meeting was held in Mr. Baikie's
church. Mr. Baikie himself was in the chair and rendered valuable assistance. Our old
friend, Rev. J. H. L. Joslyn, was detained at home on account of serious illness in his
family. He has our sympathy. Miami should be very successful from a collector’s
standpoint this year.

Wawanesa, Oct. 7.—From Miami we went to Wawanesa, one of the prettily situated
towns on the N. P. Brandon branch. The Society is fortunate in having such an ener-
getic Secretary-Treasurer as Mr. J. C. Robinson. Last year this branch contributed
$48.30. We expect a great increase this year, The meeting was excel'ent. Rev. A,
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Currie was chairman ~ Besides the Agent’s address, Revs. Currie and McCullagh spoke
with knowledge of the Society’s work. Mr. McCullagh, Methodist, drove over from
Methven. Before the meeting, the Executive committee met and arranged the details
for the election of officers, so that the good effect of the meeting was not lost by any-
thing tedious.

Roland, Oct. 10th.—Unfavorable werther was with us at this point. It has been
your Agent’s privilege to hold several meetings here on behalf of the Society, but our
meeting at this time, in spite of the unfavorable weather, was ur.\doul)tedly the best.
The spirit evinced was all that could be desired, and the result was very gratifying. Dr.
Macklin is a painstaking Secretary, and deserves great credit for his energy. Short, but
good, addresses were given by the Rev. Messrs, Hartley, Crosby and Lewis. All the
old officers were re-elected, and, with their knowledge of the work, and sustained in-
terest, we may expect great things. Mr, W, H. Nesbitt is President of this branch.

Gretna, Oct. 17.—This place has a large number of Mennonites settled in and
around it. For a number of years a large quantity of Bibles have been sold. This
year has shown an appreciable decrease, but still $52 56 worth were sold. "he meeting
was held in the Presbyterian Church. Rev, T. H. Medd, pastor, in the chair. Mr.
Medd made a good chairman. I feelconfident that if this district is energetically worked
the Society’s funds will be greatly increased. Gretna, with its surrounding country, is
becoming well settled and wealthy.

Portage la Prairvie, Nov. 1.—Meeting in the Disciples’ Church. Rev. J. Munro,
pastor, who is also President, occupied the chair. This place, with Brandon, are the
two largest points in the district covered by your Agent this year. Revs. MacMorine,
Deanand Halstead were all present and gave interesting addresses. ~Among other
things, it was suggested that annual sermons be preached in all the churches of the
town on behalf of the Society. Such sermons are preached in England, and why not
in Portage la Prairie. Another thing suggested was a greater circulation of Bible
Society literature.

Brandon, Nov. 2.—Your Agent paid two visits, and spent the best part of three
days, trying to enthuze some to take part. On Nov. 2nd he spoke at the Presbyterian
prayer meeting on behalf of the Society. The Secretary has promised to call a meeting
of the Executive when he has time.

Chater, Nov. 3.—This is one of the new branches organized last year by Rev. )8
G. Wilson. A Depositary was appointed, but no Depository opened. This is to be
remedied, and a stock of Bibles obtained forthwith. The meeting was held in the
Presbyterian Church, and considering the size of the place, there was a good attendance.
Not only the attendance, but the spirit of the meeting was good. Rev. J. W. Runions
made an excellent chairman, and spoke very earnestly to those present. ~Your Agent
explained the working of the Society, and set forth how a stock of Bibles could be
obtained from Toronto. Chater is only six miles from Brandon. One might think too
aear to that city for a branch, but it is not so. The collectors had commenced work
before the Agent’s arrival.

Douglas, Nov. 4.—The stock of Bibles has only just been replenished, and owing
to the low state of the old stock only 75c. worth was sold. On arrival the resident
ministers were called on, and Depository visited. The meeting was held in the Metho-
dist Church. Rev. Mr. Mason, Presbyterian, occupied the chair, and spoke very
nicely. Rev. Mr. Mellikin, Methodist, also gave an address. With the exception of
the Depositary, a new set of officers were elected. The secretariate is in the able hands
of Dr. W. A. Thomson. Mr. Kydd is the new President.

Balmoral, Nov. 22, —This branch is eight miles from the railway, but the line is
being extended to about twelve miles beyond it, and will be in operation in a short
time. After a cold drive a couple of visits were made, and preparation for the meeting.
Meeting in Methodist Church ; Rev. A. G. Bell, presiding. Very small attendance.
As in Chater, so here—a Depositary with no Bibles in charge, but a stock is to be
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ordered at once. The people are anxious to have them. Mr. Frayne, the Depositary,
will see well to his work. The Executive was to meet shortly to appoint collectors,

Stonewall, Nov. 23.—Here I met an old friend of the Society, Rev. J. A, Mc-
Clung, (Methodist) who, as Presiuent, worked valiantly to get together a good meeting,
We had a bright and hearty gathering, and the interest was kept up throughout
Meeting in Baptist Church. “The pastor was present ; also Rev. C. Wood, Episc
palian. The three ministers spoke earnestly and to the point. A good stock of Bibles
1s kept on hand, and.the sales should be larger, but perhaps the people are getting
well supplied. One of the collectors handed in $5.50 during the meeting that had
been collected. The old officers were all re-elected. Perhaps Stonewall will be able
to do more for the Society this year.

Belmont, Nov. 28.—Belmont is a busy little place at the present time on account
of a branch line under construction. A really good meeting was held in the Methodist
Church. under the presidency of the Rev. Mr. Ross, Presbyterian. Rev. Mr. Hartley
of Roland was present. The branch being a new one, like the others formed last year
has no Biblés in hand, but will order at once. Mr. Ross spoke of the usefulness of
the Society, and its value as an agency for the translation of the Bible.

REV. J. 2. HAUCH,

New Hamburg, Nov. 8th,—The Annual Meeting of this branch was held in the
German Baptist Church. The attendance was large and the interest good. The
energetic President, Mr. Linton, was in the chair. To his efforts the success of
the meeting was largely due. The Revs. Culp .and Myers addressed the meeting
in English, and Rev. J. Umbach in German, after which the agent spoke in botl
languages. The choir of the church furnished inspiring music. The collection of
the evening amounted to $5.30. The Depository at this place is well kept.

St. Jacobs, Nov. 9th.—Here a new branch was organized, which promises to be
a good one. The meeting was fairly well attended. 1t was held in the church of
the Evangelical Association. The avent’s address was in German, Mr. E. W. B
Snider, Ex-M.P.P., was elected President, Mr. Aaron Brubacher, Sec.-Treas..
and Mr. W. H. Winkler, Depositary.

Elmira, Nov. 10th.—A very fierce storm prevented many from attending this
meeting, which was held in the Methodist Church. The interest was good. Revs
Watson and Dippel were present and assisted in the meeting. The agent’s address

“was listened to attentively. The efficient staff of officers was re-elected. The sales

of the depository were large.

Ayton, Nov. 15th.—The Society's friends assembled in the church of the Ex
Association. This was the best meeting for many years. The chairman, Rev. H.
A. Thomas, gave a short address, after which, the agent addressed the audience in
both English and German. The collection amounted to $5.16. The evening pre-
vious a meeting was held in Alsfeldt, which stands in connection with the Ayton
branch. A subscription amounting to $8.39 gave the collectors which were ap
pointed a good start. We hope that Alsfeldt will prove an efficient auxiliary,

Mildmay, Nov. 16th.—A large audience greeted us at this place, in the Pres.
byterian Church. The agent's address was listened to attentively. Assistance
was given by the Revs. Kufer, Davidson and Finkbeiner. The genial President,
Mr. Moore, is always ready to speak effective words in behalf of the Bible Society.
Collection and subscription amounted to about $10.00.

Hanover, Nov. 17th.—The Anglican Church was well filled with an apprecia-
tive audience. Mr. Jennings, the pastor of the church opened the meeting with
devotional exercises. Rev. Mr. Craigie, the President, occupied the chair. The
agent’s address was listened to very attentively, after which the following Rev'd
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gentlemen each spoke a few words in behalf of the Bible Society’s work :

Ositary, Messrs. Wilkinson, Jennings, Schmitt, Finkbeiner and Garner. The meeting

ctors. was the most interesting of any of the agent’s visits.

n\eel‘x\rzg E rr]I«'o'w{. Nov. 18th.-—The weather I)(_-m«,: very (lisu;_:r_v(*al)lv. and o_th(er mv<‘vlr

ugh(n{t. ings being in progress, we were favored with zLﬂsnmll yet interested !ll.l(]ll‘llc('. I'he

Episco . Pre \i(lvntv, Rev. ¥. M. ‘:\I:Ll,ll(‘,l"\', spared no efforts to make the meeting a suce

Bibles ! The meeting was held in the Methodist Church.

getting Zurich, Nov. 29th.—Rev. A. Y. Haist, the energetic President of this branch ,

1t had H always succeeds in bringing the people out to the meeting. The agent's address

e able : was given principally in the German language. The choir rendered valuable as-
3 sistance. Mr. D, S. Faust keeps a model depository.

iccount Dashwood, Nov. 30th.—The agent always finds a great deal of pleasure in visit

thodist ing this branch, being in his old-time home and the meeting presided over by Mpr.

l.larllc)’ Joseph Snell, his schoolmaster of yore. As usual, the meeting \V:vauirl}" well

it year attended. The agent spoke both in German and in English. The meeting was

Hess: oF held in the S. Schoolroom of the Evangelical Church. Rev. A. W. Sauer, the pas

tor, gave valuable assistance.

Crediton, Dec. 1st.—A cold, stormy night, no doubt had the effect of limiting
the attendance somewhat. In the absence of the President, Rev. Mr. Hussar
presided acceptably. Rev. J, G. Litt also assisted in the meeting, which was held

in the in the Methodist Church. The agent found an interesting, attentive audience to

’“": speak to.
cess of
leeting " Sebringuville, Dec. 2nd.—The Annual Meeting of this branch was held in the
1 both beautifully renovated church of the Ev. Association. Rev. E. Burn, Pastor, pre-
tion of siding. The choir furnished excellent music. The agent's address was atten-
: tively listened to. The collection amounted to $2.90 and subscriptions to $13.25,
3 to be New Dundee, Feb, 9th,—A small audience greeted vour agent at this place,
irch of ‘ but all present seemed eager to receive information concerningthe work of the
W.B Bible Society, no meeting having been held here since Nov. '96. Officers were
['reas., elected and collectors appointed, and it is to be hoped that this branch may regain
its former good reputation. Rev, Mr. Backus acted as chairman and was elected
a2 this President, The meeting was held in the United Brethren Church,
Revs.
ddress

REV. S. G. LIVINGSTON, B.A.

e sales

Botany, Feb. 13th.—1t was the coldest weather of the year when your Agent went

he Ev. out to do the work assigned to him ; but the roads were good and the nights were fine.
ev. H. I was met at Thamesville, an1 driven to the home of the Sec'y-Treas., Mr. N. P.
HOS: 18 Weeks. For the first time in twenty years this faithful man was unable to attend the
"i‘l;”;; meeting, being laid aside by an attack of la grippe. Miss Bella Weeks, his daughter,
AVTIO

keeps the depository in their house. The books were well kept; some have been on

0 Ap- the shelves many years, and are not as attractive in appearance as the later editions.

. The meeting was held in the Botany Presbyterian Church; the pastor, Rev. Mr.
Pres. Mustard, was present and gave anaddress. There was a good attendance and good
stance hearty singing.  Collectors were appointed for the surrounding district. As it was late
ident, in the season, it was urged upon the people to make their returns as soon as possible
ciety. The President, Mr. McKerracher, is a young man who takes an inlerest in all good
work, This Branch may be expected to do well.
:""f’“‘l‘ Dover, Feb, 14th.—In Chatham I met Mr. Dunlop, who kindly took me to the
 wish home of Rev. J. W, McLintock. Here at certain seasons the roads are so bad that

I'he
Rev'd
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public meetings are almost impossible ; but at this tinie everything was favorable,
There was the largest meeting that had been held for years. There were present some
men advanced in years, who could remember when Dover gave as much as $60 to the
Bible Society. Collectors were appointed for the different parts of the township, and
we hope for good returns. The meeting was held in the Dover Certre Presbyierian
Church ; the pastor, who is President of the Branch, presided.

Chatham Township, Feb, 15th.—By the kindness of Rev. Mr. McLintock, your
Agent was taken to the home or Mr. John McKay, father of the Secretary of this
Branch. The meeting was held in the Upper McColl Presbyterian Church. There
was a good attendance of young people, who listened attentively to the address of your
Agent, who tried to explain that the Bible Socicty is the ally of all missionary societies,
and the rival of none. This Branch has a large and fertile district, and should 10 well
for the Society. It would be well to hold the next Annual Meeting in some other part
of the towhship.

Dresden, Feb, 16th,—This is the best Dranch on this route. The officers and
ministers are loyal to the Society, The Depositoty is kept in the handsome drug store
of E. Mller & Co. Some of the books are worn, and should be marked down. They
sell a good many books of the cheaper kind, that have large print and are well bound.
This seems to be the class of books best suited to nearly all depositories, The meeting
was held in the English Church. The pastor, Rev, Mr. Griffin, was present, also
Rev. Mr. McCullough, Presbyterian, and Rev. Mr. Galloway, Methodist, who gave
an address, There was a good attendance, and a hearty spirit was manifested, which
will doubtless be seen in the financial returns. This was a pleasant trip for your Agent,
who hopes the work of the Society will be benefitted.

REV. D. D. MCARTHUR (Manitoba).

Napinka, Nov. 28th.—Meeting in Methodist Church. President in the chair.
Pastors Hodnett (Presbyterian) and McCullough (Methodist) were with us, and each
spoke briefly, emphasizing the dignity of the Society’s mission. Although the attend
ance was small, yet those present appeared to be interested in the work. Officers and
collectors were appointed for the whole field.

Oxbow, Assa., Dec. 3oth.—Meeting in Presbyterian Church. President W,
Ycung in the chair. Reports read showed that the Branch at Oxbow was living
and in health. Rev. Mr. Scott, Presbyterian, was with us and spoke briefly. We
had a fair attendance. The interest manifested indicated sympathy with the subject of
the Agent’s address. The officers and pastors are in sympathy with the work of the
Society.

Estevan.—Meeting on Dec. 1st. Good attendance. Addresses by resident pastors,
Rev. Mr. Terrie (English Church), student G. Yule (Presbyterian), and student F.
Yule (Methodist), were excellent. After Agent’s address, officers and collectors were
appointed.

Carman, Dec. 6th.—This is a thriving town and disirict. The interest in the
Society’s work is not what it should be. Met in Presbyterian Church. Rev. Mr.
Sutherland, Presbyterian, presided. At the request of President J. H. Haverson,
Messrs. Sutherland, Haverson, Hugg and Jamieson gave excellent addresses. Attend-
ance not so large as we hoped for, but the interest throughout was all that could be
desired. The Secretary is an excellent man for this office. The Depository is to be
replenished with a finer line of Bibles. This Branch is remitting some $25, and I am
of opinion that more will be accomplished this year than in the past.

Holland, Dec. 7th.—I was cordially received and provided for by the officers of
the Society. This Branch is worthy of special mention. Meeting in Methodist Church.
Rev. W. R. Ross, Presbyterian, presided. Audience fair. President’s remarks were
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excellent. Reports read were encouraging. The Holland Branch has done nobly.
Much credit is due to the untiring work of its Secretary, Mr. A. Forrest. Officers re-
elected unanimously. .

Treherne, Dec. 8th.—Meeting in Presbyterian Church. Pastors D. Robertson
(Presbyterian) and Goulding (Church of England) present. Pastor Armstrong was not
with us, owing to special work:. Both pastors present spoke with feeling and to the
point. The President, Dr. Lamont, who presided, continues to be an active supporter
of the Society. After the Agent’s address, which was well received, the officers were
re-elected. Collectors appointed are to canvass the field immediately. This Branch
will do well this year. A finer line of Bibles to be ordered for Depository. All monies
to be sent direct to Toronto.

Glenboro, Dec. gth. —Called at the Depository on arrival. Sales during the year
not what they should be. This Branch needs a finer line of Bibles, and purpose order-
ing a supply at once. Meeting in Methodist Church. Attendance fairly good. Interest
excellent. Pastor J. J. Crookshank (Methodist) in the chair. Pastor Reddon (Presby-
terian) and chairman, addressed the meeting.  Excellent attention was given by the
audience to the Agent’s address. The former Secretary, Mr. Mitchell, being unable to
continue his services owing to pressure of work, Mr. W. T. Shipley, publisher of the
Glenboro Gazette, was appointed. Interest at this point is awakening. Collectors were
also appointed.

Cypress River, Dec. 1oth and 11th.—Kindly received by the worthy President,
Rev. Mr. Coyne, also by the Sec'y-Treas., Mr. Kingston, and Rev. Wm. Caven,
Presbyterian pastor. The officers of this branch met me in Dr. McQueen’s office at 8
p.m. Saturday. The need of a Depository, fully equipped, was felt. The Sec’y-
Treas. was authorized to order the needed assortment, and Dr. McQueen kindly con-
sented to do his best in the interest of the Society. Reports were given and a pro-
gramme for Sabbath evening union meeting was agreed upon. The regular services of
the different hodies were dropped, and all united in one grand union meeting, held in
the Methodist Church. Pres. Argue presided. The choir furnished most appropriate
music. The President and Rev. Wm. Caven briefly addressed the gathering. These
brethren have been life-long supporters of the Bible Society. It is inspiring to meet
with such venerable brethren. Your Agent spoke at length on the Society and its
work in all parts of the world to an interested audience, Collection, $10.00. With
officers so fully interested in the work, I expect great thfngs from the Cypress branch
of the U.C. B. S. The collectors will be appointed at a special meeting of the execu-
tive to be held in the near future.

Nesbitt, Dec. 12th.—Meeting in Presbyterian Church. Not many present, Rev.
R. M. Croll, (Presb.) was with us. Attention to Agent’s address good. Visited the
Depository and found books in good shape, but a very small collection. This branch
is to order a farther supply shortly. Collectors were appointed Farmers at this
point are depressed owing to poor crops, damp wheat and low prices ; yet something
will be done by the collectors for the Society.

Stockton, Dec. 13th.—The branch is wide-awake. Meeting in Methodist
Church ; all officers present; a fair attendance. Rev. S. E. Colwell in the chair, at
the request of the President. Meeting inspiring. Collection good considering the
number present. Officers re appointed. Collectors to be appointed by executive. I
look for larger subscriptions from this branch this year than those given last year. The
Depository is well situated and in gocd hands, A new supply of books will be ordered.

Souris, Dec. 14th.—Meeting in Church of England. Attendance fairly good.
Rev. J. W. Matheson, pastor, read the Scriptures and offered the opening prayer.
President A. E. Hetherington in chair. Rev. T. A. August, Methodist, present. Rev.
R. Thynne, Presbyterian, absent on special work. Agent’s address was attentively
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listened to. The Spirit was with us. Officers and collectors were appointed.  Souris
will do well this year.

Hartney, Dec. 29th.—Meeting in .dethedist Church. The attendance was fair,
considering the state of the rvads and the cold night. Rev. Mr. Teeter, Methodist, in
the chair, Secretary’s report showed a large balance of cash on hand. Rev. M
Niven, President, away from home. Excellent attention by all present to Agent’s
address. This branch has lost a number of its best workers during the year. Rev. §
Polson and Rev. Mr. Somerville are worthy of special mention.

REV. J. A. McKEEN, B.A.

Ashburn and Myrtle, Oct. 24th—Meeting held in the Presbyterian Church. M
Wm. Stevens in the chair. Rev. Mr. Moran, Methodist, by his presence and assistance
showed his interest in the work. Mr. Cragg, the newly appointed Secretary and Trea
surer, is the son of a Secretary and Treasurer of another branch, and we expect much
from this succession.

Claremont, Oct. 25th.—Your Agent met with a large and attentive audience in th
Methodist Church. Rev. Mr. Leggott, Methodist, conducted the meeting, assisted by
Rev. Mr. Findlay, Presbyterian and Rev. Mr. White, Baptist. The painstaking
Secretary has taken a deep interest in this branch, and the result of good organization
is seen in the successful work of the collectors.

Brougham, Oct. 26th.—The meeting was this year held in the Presbyterian
Church. Mr. Collin Philips in the chair. The audience was not large but apprecia
tive. Rev. Mr. Clare, Methodist, gave valuable assistance. Mr. S. H. Stevenson a
good friend of the Society, gave a satisfactory report of the year’s work.

Greenwood and Kinsale, Oct. 27th.—The annual meeting of this branch was held
in the Methodist Church. Mr. Hortop, President, in the chair. A very good audience
and a full choir contributed to the success of the meeting. Mr. Rogers, the Secretary,
supplemented his report by appropriate remarks. Rev. Mr. Clare, who attended this
meeting as well as the one at Brougham, gave an excellent address.

Prince Albert, Nov. 2nd.—A very small meeting in the Methodist Church. We
visited this branch the day after the bye-election in Ontario Co. A torch-light proces
sion passed through the village at the hour of our appointment, and, as a consequence,
the Bible Society meeting was a failure. The affairs of this branch are in good and
capable hands, and we have no doubt that the fine record of the past will be sustained.

ort Perry, Nov. 3rd.—A well attended meeting was held in the Presbyterian
Church. The President, Rev. Mr. Whitlock, Methodist, in the chair, Rev. Mr
Whiteman, Presbyterian, assisted at the opening of the meeting. The routine work of
the branch was in the hands of business men, and was transacted thoroughly and at the
same time speedily, leaving ample time for the address of your agent and others. The
work of the Depository and of the collectors shows that this is a strong branch. After
the remarks of the chairman and the agent, brief and bright addresses were given by
Rev., Mr. McMechan, Presbyterian, Rev. Mr, McColl, Methodist, and Messrs. Ebbles,
Forman and Kriston,

Greenbank, Nov. 4th.—A fine audience gathered in the Presbvterian Church. Mr.
Salter in the chair. An admirable address was given by Rev. Mr. Seccomb, Metho
dist, after which your agent spoke, followed by Rev. [. M. Cameron, Presbyterian,
Mr. Cameron has long been conversant with the work of the Upper Canada Bible
Society, of which he is a Vice-President. Mr. Cragg’s report showed that the branch
is doing faithful work.

Dunbarton, Nov. 29th.—Special services were being held in the Presbyterian
Church, but this was not made an excuse for postponing the Bible Society meeting.
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A large audience assembled. The President, Rev. Mi. Chisholm, Presbyterian, pre-
sided. We expect a good account from the collectors for this year.

Pickering, Nov. 3oth.—A small but appreciative audience gathered in the
Friends’ Church. The President, Rev. Mr. Thom, Methodist, in the chair. Mr. B.
Bunting, who has been familiar with the work of the Upper Canada Bible Society for
the past forty-seven years, presented his well prepared report, Rev. Mr. McAuley,
Presbyterian, gave his sympathy and assistance. This branch has done good work.

Whitly, Jan. 26th, 1899.—The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church. Mr.
McGillivray, President, in the chair. A very satisfactory report was presented by Mr,
Ross Johnston, a veteran in Bible Society work. An attentive hearing was given your
agent, and valuable help rendered by Rev. Mr. Abraham, (Presbyterian) Rev. Dr.
McDiarmid (Methodist) Rev. Mr. Gold (Baptist) and Messrs. Barclay, Brown and
Ormiston. This is a strong branch. Some of the old members have been removed by
death, others were absent through age and infirmity, but there seems no flagging of
interest in the work of the Society.

REV. DR, MCROBBIE,

Mono Centre.—The meeting was held ip the Presbyterian Church, and fairly well
attended. The chair was taken by the President, Rev. J. McMillan, who gave a very
interesting address. ~ After the usual reports the Agent spoke on the working and claims
of the Society. A good deal of interest is felt in this branch,

Camilla —The meeting was poorly attended, the night being very wet. The
Agent being alone conducted the meeting.  Messrs. Cobean and Montgomery gave
interesting reports. This branch is in good working order,

Mansfield.—The meeting was held in the Methodist Church, Perm, and was well
attended. Messrs. Murphy and Arnold rendered valuable assistance. The choir also
did much to enliven the meeting. The audience seemed much interested and showed
a strong desire to do more in this department of the Master’s work.

Whitfield.—The night being wet, the meeting was poorly attended. It was held
in the Methodist Church. The reports showed very few Bibles sold by this branch,
but good work is being done, and the outlook is hopeful.

Honeywood.—This young branch is doing fair work. A goodly number of Bibles
have been sold. The meeting was interesting and the Agent spoke for forty-five minutes,
Collectors were appointed, and the prospects are good,

—-Horm'ng': Mills.—This branch is in good working order. The Revs. Messrs.
Neilly and Kemp rendered valuable assistance. After appointing officers, addresses
were delivered by the resident clergymen and the Agent, and a good deal of interest
manifested .

Dundalk.—The meeting was held in the Methodist Church, and, as the night was
unfavorable was not largely attended. All the resident ministers took an active part
in the exercises. On account of the illness of the Depositary we were unable to obtain
his report, but the branch makes a very favorable showing, and good work is expected.

Corbetton.—The evening being very unfavorable, the meeting was small, and little
could be done except the appointment of officers and collectors for the ensuing year,
After a few remarks on the workings of the Society by the Agent, and the report of
the Depositary, Mr. Curry, the meeting closed.

Shelburne.—This meeting was well attended, The Rev. Messrs. Emory and Geach
gave excellent addresses. It was held in the Methodist Church, and arrangements
were made to appoint collectors and do what was in their power to assist in this great
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work. For several reasons this brunch has not done as much in the last two or three
years as was desired, but the outlook is hopeful.

Orangeville.—The meeting was held in the Methodist Church, and was fairly well
attended. Mr. Thos. Stevenson, Seeretary-Treasurer, gave a very interesting report,
which was certainly encouraging. This branch is doing a good work, and the Deposi-
tory is well kept. The resident ministers rendered valuable assistance, and the pros-

pects are good.

Alton.—Meeting he
sorry that little interest seems to be ta

1d in the Methodist Church and was poorly attended. We are
ken in the work of the Society, with the exception
of a few who certainly have the work at heart. None of the resident ministers were
Officers were appointed and arrangements made for a thorough canvass in

present.
We hope for good tidings from the friends there.

the interests of the Society.
REV. J. W. MAGWOOD.

The meeting was held in the Pres. Church. The chair was
Devotional exercises were conducted by
remarks, after which your Agent ad-
a deep interest in the work of

Wroxeter, Oct, 31st.
occupied by Thos. Gibson, Esq., Ex-M.P.P.
Rev. Mr. Kennedy, who alsc made a few biief
dressed the meeting. The attendance wgs good and
the Society was manifest.

MeIntosh and Belmore, Nov. 1st.—The meeting was held in the Presbyterian
Church at MclIntosh Rev. Messrs. Stewart, (Pres.) and Kennedy, (Meth.) were
present and made short speeches, urging the claims of the Bible Society, after
which your Agent addressed the meeting. The congregation paid the closest at-
tention. A good report may be expected from this branch.

Teeswater, Nov. 2nd.—This is a vigorous branch, well officered and loyal in
its support of the cause. The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church and
was quite largely attended.  Addresses were given by Rev. Messrs. Malcolm (Pres.),
Muxworthy (Meth.), Reid (Pres.), and your Agent. A deep interest in the work of
the Society was displayed by all present.

Gorrie, Nov. 3rd.—A fine night—good attendance and deep interest charac
terized the annual meeting of the Gorrie branch Bible Society, which was held in

the Pres. Church. The choir was present and greatly added to the interest of the
meeting by rendering several choice selections. Short addresses were given by
Rev. Messrs. Farney (Eng.) and Garbutt (Meth.) after which your Agent addressed the
meeting. Good results may be expected from this branch for the coming year.

Newbridge, Nov. 4th.—This is a purely rural branch. The meeting was held
in the Meth. Church and was fairly well attended. The pastor of the church,
Rev. R. J. Hosking, was present and gave a short, interesting address. The ad-
dress of your Agent was listened to with the closest attention. Officers and col-
lectors were appointed. Everything points to good work for the coming year.

REV. A. C. MILES, B.A.

25th.—Meeting in Maple Valley Presbyterian

Maple Valley and Badjeros, Oct. |
Church, Badjeros. attendance dim-

Church. Owing to special services in Methodist
inished ; but a good meeting. In absence of President, the pastor of the church, Rev.

Frank Davey, presided, and also gave a warm and earnest address. He mcnliope(l his
acquaintance in youth with the first Bishop of Uganda, the martyred James Hanningtor,
for which country the Bible Society has done so much, and with such blessed results.
Old officers re-elected. Returns liberal last year, to the praise of the Secretary, Mr.
John Taylor, and a faithful band of collectors.

Singhampton, Oct. 27th.—-A fair attendance at this meeting, presided over by
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Rev. F. Davey, Pastor. The new Methodist minister, Rev, W, R. Seeley, gave an
able and warm-hearted address on the Bible and the benefits of its circulation. Having
l issionary for the American Bible Society indland®
he was able to speak intelligently and with authority. The Secretary-Treasurer for
many years, Mr. D. Grant, was worthily re-appointed, and Rev. Mr. Seeley chosen
President.  The re-opened Depository had sales to the amount of $7.18 since last
December. A good record for a small place.

Thornbury and Clarksburg, Nov. Ist.—Night stormy, but an attendance of about
60 in Presbyterian Church at Thornbury, with the President, Mr. Walter Hartman, in
the chair, he having to drive four miles and back for this purpose. This branch is
mos: efficiently managed, and is always liberal in its contributions.  Depository sales
were large—$12-75.  After a quick dispatch of business, Rev. N, Wellwood (Metho-
dist) gave a very able address, and your Agent followed. Rev, J. L. Simpson (Presby-
terian) added a few words. A kind vote of thanks to your Agent terminated an ex.
cellent meeting. The next day your Agent arranged for a Depository to be opened at

Thornbury, in addition to that at Clarksburg. It is always a delight to visit this
branch.

Heathcote, Nov. 2nd.—The Rev. J. L. Simpson drove your Agent to this new
branch, which was opened last year through the efforts of the ‘former, aided by Mr. A.
W. Walker. the faithful Secretary at Clarksburg, aud others. A good meeting was
held in the Anglicat Church, presided over by the President, Rev. J. Hale, who is
also pastor of that congregation. He, with Revs. Simpson and Pepper, (Methodist)
heartily endorsed the work of the Society, and then your Agent spoke, by request, of
its origin, history, translations, Missionary aid, etc.* This new branch gave liberally
in its first year, and is expected to be a continual source of help.. Mr. Robert Moore,

a leader in the Society of Friends, was elected President. A Depository is to be
opened here.

Meaford, Nov. 3rd.—Meeting held this year in the Disciples’ Church,  Attendance
again small, though better than last year. However, much interest was manifested by
those present, both ministers and laymen. Mr. Godirey, President for several years,
had to decline re-election, and was accorded a vote of thanks for his past services.
The new, President, Mr., Wm. Moore, accepted the office as one who loved the Society,
He promised that Meaford would astonish the Agent by its good work this year, Col-
lection liberal, Depository sales again good.

Collingwood, Nov, 16th,—A large audience, as is usual here, gathered on this
occasion in the Baptist Church, and the usual deep interest of this branch was mani-
fested again. Business was promptly dispatched, and then the Agent given the even-
ing, which he occupied for 45 minutes, All the ministers of the town were present
and added words of warm praise of the Society, Mr. W. A. Parlane emphasized the
point that divine power lies in the Word itself to bring life to men's souls. Efficient
President and Secretary re-clected,

Avening and Glencairn, Nov. 21st.—The wisdem of extending this branch in the
direction of Glencairn was shown by the large attendance, which filled the Disciples’
Church to the doors.  Your Agent had secured the Rev. W. E. Carroll of Alliston as
principal speaker, on account of being himself one of the local ministers. Mr. Carroll
gave an able address on the Bible and the Society. He was followed by the Rev. W.
T. Noble on the work in the Province of Quebec, he having lived there and knowin
well the need of the Bible Society’s work among French-Canadian Roman Catholics.
Mr. M. N. Stephens and your Agent spoke briefly. Depository sales at Glencairn
alone were over $8. Returns small last year, as several collectors failed to go around.

Creemore, Nov, 22nd.—The Rev. W. E. Carroll was again the principal speaker
at the meeting here, which went by rotation to the Presbyterian Church. He occupied
half an hour in clearly and interestingly setting forth the worth of the Book and the
efficiency of the Society. Agent added a few facts and figures, The President, M,
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Joseph Hood, wWas the right man in the right place, anc
his introductory remarks he referred to the doubled contributio
the Depository. The collectors, Misses Mackay and Webster,
were, with former officers, re-appointed. All ministers prese

part.

Angus, Nov. 23rd.
Clarke, 1n the chair, and evincing a warm
ministers present. Rev. G. Walker (lethoc
specially to the difference brought about by it, between 100 years ago and now, in the
supply of the Word for the world. Rev. J. Leishman (Presbyterian) spoke on the by Mr. Ke
value of the Word in missionary labors,_especially mentioning the South Sea Islands. gy
Mr. Alex. Gaulin showed to the meeting a Bible of his forefathers in Scotland, printed East
in 1791, which was in strong contrast with the cheap and well-printed Bibles provided '»""‘C}“"l b;
now by the Society. Mr. N. McEachern, the earnest Secretary, kindly entertained ""_”"}’“"‘
your Agent, and was in his place at the meeting, though in poot health at the time. ;'\(Iﬁr ply\' P

)€ Kno

Meeting more encouraging than last year. I
Methodist
best in Or

Nov. 25th.—Glen Huron was the place of meeting
this year in this scattered field, A large and encouraging meeting, held in Methodist can surely
Church. The President, Mr. J. F. McLean, in the chair, who ardently endorsed the mending t
Society as necessarily good because organized to advance Christ’s kingdom. Agent West
spoke of origin and work of Society from beginning to present, especially 1n translations D, Fasons
and missionary work, the meeting being the first one for most of the audience. Rev. “l'm rr'}:(f
. K. Henry, (Presbyterian) of Creemore, the founder of this branch, was present, and A\‘\i\h‘(i xil
told of Luther and the Bible, and urged support of the Society. The retiring Secretary, Ganlia & B
Mr. D. G. Mitchell, was honored with the Presidency. Lavender was chosen as place ° ’
of meeting next year, to give information in that quarter. Collecting only done at Harr
Dunedin last year. This young braoch is growirg in interest and is likely to improve
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the Presbyterian Church, with the veteran Lachlin, w
y, in the chair. Much interest manifested, though audience Combisa

small. Agent, by request, explained relation of Upper Canada Society to the parent, duty., Me
the British and Foreign. Rev. J. A. Ross again came from Churchill to the meeting last year.,

here. He made a brief address on Quebec. Agent spoke at length on the work ot Zakas
the Society. Collecting to be done again by men. Mr. H. Grose took an active part at I‘all{e;id‘

in the meeting, and also again hospitably entertained your Agent. territory, w
cold, some

Stayner, Nov. 3oth.—The audience was small for the size of the town. Meeting e v
in Methodist Church, with pastor, Rev. J. Legate, present. Rev. R. Pogue (Presbyter- i ”'L"e“'
The Baptist Pastor, Rev. J. C. Dunlop, also present. 1;“}’;).;}&1".1

a inted.

jan) was in chair as President.
All these warmly endorsed the Bible Society in brief addresses. The Rev. A. IL o
inlo:

Wright (Anglican) was unable to be present, but was chosen President for next year. ;

Agent spoke at length on the Bible, the need of the Word, and how the Society supplies Agent this

the need, as at most meetings of this tour. Collecting done last year with good results. terdance,
meeting.

e set, but storms interfered. A the address

good meeting, with about 60 present, on above date. Rev. L. McLean, the President, Dk
was the only minister present. Meeting in Presbyterian Church, of which he is pastor. diligent eff
Agent the only speaker, and given the evening, after introductory commendation of plentifully
Society by the chairman, Audience attentive and sympathetic. Returns last year and fair ayu
larger than previous. President was re-elected. The faithful Secretary-Treasurer for Buggin, pa
many years, Mr. Wm. Campbell, was forced by ill-health to retire, and is succeeded by Only cP;al;g

Mr. R. J. Smith. Duntroon branch has only a small territory, but generally gives 2 are unsettle
good account of itself, having true friends. spected Dej

Lefroy, Nov. 28th.—Meeting again in

President, Mr. John Beatt

Duntroon, Jan 1 1th.—Earlier dates had been twic
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REV. J. H. MOORHOUSE,

Thamesford, Oct. 18th—Care had been taken to advertise this meeting well, but the
night proved very unfavorable. As might be expected the attendance wassmall. All
the officers were present ; they met earlier with committee to put all business in shape,
reports, nominations, etc. The steadfastness and zeal thus manifested is highly to be
commended. Rev. Mr. Smith, chairman, made some pointed and edifying remarks
in introducing the Agent. Two other resident ministers were also present and spoke
helpful words. The Agent’s address received close attention. Regretted small atten-

dance, but branch can be relied upon to do its work. Depository here is well kept
by Mr. Kester,

East Zorra, Oct. 24th—Referred to in report last year as part of Oxford Co. not
reached by the Society. Having been requested to examine and develop same this
year, have gone into the matter very thoroughly, first by extensive correspondence, and
after by personal visitation. The result has been the organization of two new branches,
tobe known as East and West Zorra. The place of meeting for East Zorra was
Methodist Church. Strathallan, a central point. The country here is a portion of the
best in Ontario, and as there are five congregations in this district, the Bible Society
can surely expect support. Three ministers *ere at the East Zorra meeting, all com-
mending the Bible Society and favoring organization.

West Zorra—We met at Burns’ Church (Presbyterian). Attendance, 64. Rev. ]
D. Ferguson, B.A., pastor, presided at opening of meeting ; Rev. W. Johnson (Angli-
can) read Scripture, and Rev. W, S. Walker (Baptist) led in prayer, The choir ably
assisted with the singing. After the Agent's address, on motion, it was decided to or-
ganize a branch. Officers, committee and collectors were appointed.

Harrington—Meeting held this year at Brooksdale in order to reach portion of
branch territory not touched by the Harrington meeting. Evening cold and windy
but attendance very fair. Two resident ministers present, Revs. Ferguson and Mec-
Lachlin, warm friends of the Society. Choir well prepared and helpful. Mr. J. Mc-
Comb is a model secretary, with comprehensive grasp and thorough performance of

duty. Meeting warm and edifying. Contributions of branch about $10 increase over
last year.

Lakeside—Some of the warmest friends of the Bible Society I have ever met are
at Lakeside. As the plan of this branch is to carry the meeting to various points of
territory, we met this year at Northern side, in Methodist Church, Weather had turned
cold, some snow had fallen, roads bad, but we had beautiful moonlight. Two resident
ministers, Methodist and Baptist, present at meeting, both advocating Bible Society’s

work. Attendance fair and interest warm. Good music from choir. Officers re-
appointed.

Kintore—This branch conducted its own meeting last year, but desired visit of
Agent this year, Meeting in Methodist Church. Fine night, bright moonlight, fair at-
terdance, good interest. Rev. Dr. Aylesworth, only minister present, opened the
meeting. Two new officers were appointed. Your Agent spoke for about 50 minutes,
the address receiving close attention. We look for good work here,

Dereham, Nov. 1st— Last year for this branch was poor and disappointing. Made
diligent effort to uplift the work by writing all the officers and all the ministers, and
plentifully circulating Bible Society literature. We were favored with a very fine night
and fair attendance at the meeting, which was held in the Methodist Church. Rev. Mr,
Buggin, pastor, conducted the opening service—singing, reading Ps. xix and prayer.
Only change in office was that of president. The Presbyterian and Baptist congregations

are unsettled regarding pastorate, which may adversely affect the Society’s work. In-
spected Depository and found it well kept.
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Corinth—This branch has a good secretary in Mr. Amoss, and we much regret that
his faithful labors do not meet with results encouraging to him and to the Society. It
is true there is some territory, but the people appear to lack interest in the Bible
Society. From one district the secretary told me the collectors returned 8oc., and that
too where there was a prosperous country. However, this year diligent effort was made
to reach the locality. The night was very fine, and a union meeting of the Epworth
League gave your Agent the opportunity of addressing a good sized audience. Rev,
Mr. Reid, Methodist Pastor, who has given kindly assistance in the work here, was pre
sent and opened the meeting. All the officers of the branch were present and were re
appointed. A package of Bible Society literature, kindly forwarded by the Permanent
Secretary from Toronto, was thoroughly distributed. The Depository appears to be
well kept, but there are few sales. Possibly Corinth will make a fresh start this year-and
develop somewhat.

Burgessville and East Oxford—Arrived here about 4.45 p.m., and called at a few
houses before tea, inviting attendance at the meeting. Had written all the officers of
branch and all the resident ministers. Meeting in Baptist Church, the pastor conduct
ing the opening service. Night fine, attendance fair, interest good. Officers re
appointed. Contributions of this branch, with its good territory, we think ought to be
considerably increased.

Embro, Nov. 8th—Meeting in the Methodist Church. The night was dark and
threatening rain, consequently the attendance was not as large as might reasonably b
expected. We were, however, pleased with the warm interest manifested. Two resi
dent ministers (Presbyterian and Congregational) were present, each giving short but
edifying addresses. Mr. Cody, the efficient Secretary, had been called away by a funeral.
The President being also unavoidably absent, Mr. D. R. Ross was appointed chair
man, and ably presided. This branch evinced its practical interest in the Bibl2 S ciety
by a contribution last year of $140.00, largest amount given in five years. Incident-
ally, we also learned that the Society is receiving (either as bequest or donation) the
sum of $50.00 more from one of its friends here. We may have confidence that Embro
will maintain its honorable position among the branches of the Society.

Beachville—Arrived in time to announce meeting in school, 3 rooms. Night dark,
damp and cold. Meeting in Baptist Church, Rev. Mr. Morgan, pastor, only resident

minister present, conducted the opening service. Officers and committee re-appointed.
Collectors, with one new one, also re-appointed. Attendance not large, but warm in
terest shown in the address on the need of the heathen, and what the Bible Society is
doing in the world towards supplying that need, Beachville has not a large territory,
but has done some good work for the Society.

REV. CHARLES R. MORROW.

Glenallan.—My first meeting was held in the Glenallan Methodist Church. The
night was fine, but the audience was not large. In the absence of the President, Dr.
McNaughton, the Rev. Mr. McNaughton, a retired minister, took the chair. Rev. |.
R. Isaac conducted the devotional exercises. Rev. Mr. McKinnon was absent from

the place. Depository well kept. Officers re-elected and collectors appointed.

Hollin.—The meeting was arranged for Oct. 4th, but on account of rain it was
postponed till the 14th. Again rain and a small audience. There are no resident
ministers. Mr. Isaac, of Glenallan intended to be present, but was prevented by sick-
ness. In the absence of the President, Mr. W. Herbert took the chair, The choir
of the Church were present and led in song. The stock in the D epository was low. I
advised the Depositary to get some more books. O fficers elected and collectors
appointed.

Garafraxa (Belwocd P. O.) —The meeting was held in the Congregational Church.
Rev. Mr, Bolton, the President, in the chair. Rev. Mr. McLaren was present and
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helped in the meeting. Rev. Mr. Flagg was unable to be present. I found the Bibles
and Testaments kept in the back part of a_store out of sic**. I spoke to the Deposi-
tary and Secretary about having the stock in a more p it place. I hope for a
good report from Garafraxa Branch.

Mimosa, Oct. 11th.—It rained heavily most of the day, but there were about fifty
out 'at the meeting. Mr. A Robertson was elected President, and took the chair.
There are no resident ministers, and those who preach in the Mimosa Churches were
unable to be present,

Cotswold, Oct. 13th.—In the absence of the President, the Rev, Mr. Edmison, of
Rothsay, presided, and conducted the devotional exercises. On account of rain the
audience was not large.

Moorefield.—The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church. A union choir
furnished good music. The night was very windy, consequently the audience was
small. Rev. Mr. Hill conducted the opening exercises. The President in the chair.
Mr. Nicklin, Depositary, was absent through illness. He died about a month after the
meeting. I was not able to take stock of the books in the Depository. The books
were well kept and in good condition.

Rothsay. The meeting was uppointed for the 19th, but as it poured rain, there
was no meeting. I returned in November, and the meeting was.held in the Methodist
Church. The Rev. Mr. Edmison, of the Presbyterian Church, takes a lively interest
in the Society. In the absence of the President, Mr. Wm, Oxby—who died on the
morning of the day the meeting was held—the Rev. Mr. Edmison presided. The audi-
ence listened attentively to your Agent. The Depository is in good hands.

Drayton.—A special meeting of the Board of Health prevented the President
attending the meeting, which was held in the Methodist Church. Rev. Mr. Saunders,
one of the resident ministers, was present. The choir of the church efficiently helped
withmusic. The Depositary did not wish to retain the books, so the committee arranged
to meet the following week and make an appo_ntment.

Palmerston.—The meeting was held in the Methodist Church on Dec. 19th, Rev.
J. H Robinson gave valuable assistance in the meeting. The choir of the Church was
present, and added to the interest. The night was very stormy, the audience small.
The Depository is well situated and well kept.

REV. J. L. MURRAY, D.D.

Dungannon. Jan. 31st.—This was the first Branch of the few entrusted to my
oversight which I visited. Weather cold, but roads excelient. Meeting held in
the Presbyterian Church whose pastor, the Rev. Mr. Fairbairn, is President. The
attendance was good and warm interest was manifested by those present. The
president and the Rev. Mr. Hutton (Methodist) contributed largely to the success
of our meeting. So did the church choir who had charge of the music. The
Rev Mr. Armstrong (Episcopalian) would have been present had la grippe
allowed him. He is a warm supporter of the Bible Society. The business of the
Brauch is conducted in a business-like manner and the meeting wisely elected the
same officers for the ensuing year.

Auburn,Feb, 1st.—Meeting held in the Methodist Church and was well attended.
The Rev. Mr. Henderson, (Presbyterian) presided and gave an excellent address.
So did the Rev. Mr. Mills (Methodist). The latter was chosen President of the
Sranch. Mr. D. Munro, the Sec. Treas., is an earnest, intelligent worker in the
Society’s interests. In this place the singing of the choir was much enjoy-
ed. The prospects for increased contributions from this Branch are excellent.

Nile.—A Sunday School Convention and a series of special services in the
Methodist Church (the only church in the place) interfered seriously with our
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efforts to hold our Bible Society meeting. Officers were elected and collectors were
appointed and the Branch expects to give a good account of itself within a few
weeks.

Seaforth, Feb. 3rd.—Weather clear and very cold. Meeting held in the Metho-
dist Church. La grippe seems to have held half the town in its clutches that
night, and this affected our attendance. The Rev. Dr. MacDonald (Presbyterian)
presided. Mr. R. Lumsden, Secretary-Treasurer, is an efficient officer of the
Society. The Rev. A. S. Russell, B.D., (Methodist) was ele~ted President. A de-
termined effort is being made to increase the contributions of this Branch this
year.

Varna, Feb. 6th.—This bis a live branch though not a large one. Meeting
held in the Methodist Church; attendance very creditable considering the tem
perature which dropped below zero. The President, the Rev.dJ. A, MacDonald,
presided, and both he and the popular young pastor of the Methodist Church help
ed materially to make our meeting & success. A pleasant and profitable evening
was spent. The officers and collectors are entering on their year’s work with re.
newed zest,

Kippen, Feb. Tth.—Here also our meeting was held in the Methodist Church,
though 1ts pastor was not able to be present. The President, the Rev. 5. Ache
(Presbyterian) presided. He is a very warm friend of our Society and speaks
enthusiastically in its behalf. An excellent spirit pervaded our meeting here. The
church choir did good service. Volunter collectors were called for and several
young mwen offered their services. As there is a Branch in Brucefield, four miles
to the north, and one in Hensall, swo and a half miles to the south, the territory
of the Kippen branch 1s limited. The Depository is excellently managed by Mr.

% Mellis.

REV. THOMAS NATTRESS, B.D.

The district assigned me, as your representative, comprised the following branch
societies : Sombra, Nov. 8th; Mooretown, Nov. gth; Corunna, Nov. 21st ; Cam-
lachie, Nov. 14th; Forest, Nov. 15th; Ravenswood,Nov. 16th ; Thedford, Nov. 17th;
Clandeboye, Nov. 18th ; Lobo (Township) Nov. 19th and 2oth and Sarnia, Nov. 22nd.

The attendance, with two notable exceptions, was said to be good, and in most in-
stances a decided improvement on that of {ormer years, At 7kedford, the executive re-
ported a partial collapse of the Society’s work in the past year. Better things are
undertaken, however, for this year, even the Salvation Army being represented on the
committee. Sarnia has fallen behind greatly of late years, though once this branch
society had an enviable reputation. In the year 1858 the returns were $203.00. The
executive is a strong one, and the methods proposed thorough-going, if carried out,
Ravenswood and Thedford have had experience of self-suppori, but prefer the present
method, fearing that otherwise there would *‘ neither be money to pay for an agent nor
to send to the Society.” At Mooretown, the officers request the ministers to preach on
the subject of the Bible Society’s work, and at #orrest to announce the proposed visit
of the collectors before the work of collecting begins. The Sombra branch, though
hampered in some ways, is vigorously worked by young women. At Camlachie, there
was a proportionately large atltendance of men at the annual meeting, but weather and
roads were unfavorable. The Corunna audience was called a large one by the officers.
It was certainly a patient one and attentive.

Forrest and Lobo will save the Society the expense of an agent’s visit next year,
The former place has taken a step that might be considered by self-supporting branches
elsewhere, by way of ensuring success. The Rev. Mr. Barber, the newly ordained
pastor of the Presbyterian Church in Forrest, was appointed principal speaker to ad-
dress the annual meeting a year hence. In Zobo Zownship, 1 addressed at least five
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hurdred people on the Bible Society’s work on Sunday, in Ivan Presbyterian Church
and the Poplar Hill Baptist Church. The whole of this fine township is canvassed by
the collectors, and with gcod results, for last year the contributions amounted to $73.00.
Compared with the amcunt collectcd the year before ($23.00) this speaks well for vary-
ing and "improving the methods of work adopted. The next meeting will be held in
Melrose Methodist Church.

Owing to the extent of pastoral changes, and to a number of vacancies in pastorates,
I have had less support upon the platform than has usually fallen to my lot in other
districts, but with few ex¢eptions the resident ministers were present. The' Rev. Mr,
Brownlee, Incumbent of the English Chuich at Clandeboye, drove a considerable dis-
tance from another pait of his field to be present at the meeting in the Methodist
Church, and address the meeting,

REV. W. R. PARKER, D.D.

The visit to the branches of this district. were commenced on October 24th, and
Nov. 4th. The places visited, successively, were : Darlirgton West, Newtonville,
Hope, Garden Hill, Kendal, Orono, Tyrone, Hampton, Enniskillen and Blackstock,
(Cartwright branch). The branches were found, on the whole, in a healthy condition,
ard judiciously managed. Generally, in the attendance upon the meetings, in the loyal
and heaity interest evidenced in the story of the translation and the circulation of the
sacred Scriptures in so many Jands and languages, and in the liberal support of the
claims of the Bible Society, there is shown unabated confidence in the Word of God as
a lamp to the pecople in the pilgrimage of life. Except where prior engagements for
Jocal church purposes prevented, the ministers of the several churches ably assisted the
Agent in presenting and urging the daims of the Society, as well as in cordially extend-
ing to him a welcome, and a4 generous hospitality.

REV. JAMES G. POTTER.

The work of an Agent of the Eible Society is made most pleasant, interesting, and
in some measure successful by the spirit manifested by the officers of the branches, and
the great courtesy and practica sympathy shown by the ministers of the various branches
of the Church of Christ. Owing to the special and strong appeal being made on behalf
of St. James’ Church, Montreal, your Agent felt that the people were loyally bent on
doing all they could, and consequently special stress had to be laid upon the great fact
that the Society was not an ** outside organization,” but a union of all Christians for the
extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom through the Word of God distributed by mission-
aries of the different churches, as well as by the Colporteurs, Agents, and through the
Depositaries of the Society. It was also found in different parts of this district that
special efforts were being made to cut off the interest of many from the Society’s work
to that of the S. P, C. K. Having lost thereby the support of a clergyman in one
village, and the personal help of a President in another village, it became my duty
to speak quite plainly of the absolute dependence of all branches of the church on the
Bible Society, and I was encouraged to learn from one Anglican minister that he could
not lessen his interest in the Society, for he had been compelled to_seek its aid in a
grant of free Bibles for cases of necessity.

Campébellford, Nov. 2.—A delightful meeting was held in St. Andrew’s Church.
The ministers of the Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches were present, and
also Rev. Mr. Mcore of Seymour East. The Rev. Messrs, Campbell and Laird have
taken a deep interest in extending the work to various points in the vicinity of the town,
and thus helping in every way the good work sought to be done.

Moira, Nov. 3rd.—Here we also had a gnod meeting, There was an encouraging
attendance and all seemed (o be in {ull sympathy with the work. Mr. and Mrs, J. H.
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Salisbury are not only leaders in our work there, but are doing all they can to promote
the interests of the Society.

Marmora, Nov. 4.—Owing to other strong attractions in Marmora our audience
was only fair, yet one that showed deep interest in the work. The pastor of the church,
the Rev. Mr. McCulloch, took part in the meeting, while the President, Dr. McKechnie,
took charge of the service. After the address of the Agent the President spoke in very
kind words of the Society’s important work, and urged npon all to do what was in their
power.

Trenton, Nov, 7.—A very large audience assembled in the Methodist Church, and
a very encouraging meeting was held. The Rev. Messrs. Greatrix and Wilkins adde
to the interest of the meeting. Trenton, in Bible Society matters at least, is ambitious
and is anxious to take this work up and carry it on themselves without help, and if al
the Christians would stand by those who desire this, it would cause them to feel a greater
independence and consequent satisfaction in their work for the Society. Having failed
in their prospects the year before, they expressed great appreciation of the services of
your Agent, and I trust will show deeper interest in this year’s work. The President,
Mr. W. H. Berkinshaw, is very deeply interested in the Society’s progress.

Frankford, Nov. 8th.—Owing to circuit revival services in other parts of the parish
the Rev. Mr. Wilkinson was so engaged that he could not be present at the meeting,
However, his assistant, Rev. Frank De Mills, assisted and a very successful meeting
was held. Different ones at the close expressed their appreciation of the work whicn
the Society had done and the hope of more interest in Frankford in the future.

Belleville, Nov. gth,—A very enthusiastic meeting was held in St. Andrew's Church.
Rev. Mr. McLean, pastor of the church, being ill, was represented by his assistant, Rev.
Mr. Conn. Revs. Dr, Mclntyre, Thompson, Cowsert and other clergymen being
present took a hearty interest in the meeting and proved beyond a doubt that Belleville
1s thoroughly alive to the great interests of the Society. With the Rev. Dr. Galbraith
as President nothing should hinder Belleville from going right ahead in this work. Mr,
H. C. Hunt, the Secretary, is the right man in the right place.

Foxboro, Nov. 11th.—The annual meeting was held in the South Methodist Church »

and was fairly well attended. The pastor was of necessity absent, which militated
against a thoroughly successful meeting, However, the officers were all in good cheer,
and looked forward to better work in the Society’s cause.

Madoc, Nov. 14th.—Here your representative was well received, and while th:
meeting in St. Peter’s Presbyterian Church was not as large as might have been expected,
yet there was a good spirit, and the arrangements for collecting were perfected. Both
Presbyterian and Methodist ministers are enthusiastic over the work of the Society, and
can be depended upon for future usefulness.

Stirling, Nov. 16.—Ilaving spoken to the people on the previous Sabbath, we
had a very large and inspiring meeting in the Presbyterian Church. Rev. Messrs.
Johnston and Burns were present, and their interest in the meeting was a blessing to all.
With Mr. Meiklejohn as President we expect still greater things of Stirling in the
coming year.

West Huntingdon, Nov. 17.—The meeting was held in the Methodist Church.
Rev. W, Sexsmith led with devotional exercises, and called upon the Agent to present
the work of the Society. The people were very attentive and apparently interested,
and, though falling short last year, felt that they ought to get to work at once and do
all they could. The officers are alive to the work.

Plainfield, Nov. 18th.—A union meeting of the two Methodist Churches was held
in the village church., The Rev. Mr. Anderson did all in his power to make the meeting
a profitable and pleasant one, and there was assuredly strong hope of a greater interest
in Bible Society work for the future.
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Tweed, Nov. 21st.—The annual meeting this year took place in the Methodist
Church. A very large attendance showed the interest the people of Tweed have in the
work of the Society. Mr. Gordon, the worthy President, makes a capital chairman,
and added greatly to the good spirit that pervaded the meeting. Rev. Messrs, Huyck
and Martin are thoroughly in earnest about lhe work,

Flinton, Nov. 22nd.—A tremendous rainstorm just an hour or so before the time
of meeting prevented the people from coming out. Those who assembled, however,
were quite willing to go and do all they could for the great work. The Rev. Mr. Boyce
will do all he can for the Society among his people.

Rostin and Thomasburg, Feb. 28th. _One of the most severe storms of the winter
set in during the afternoon, andyet in face of it quite a few had gathered together to
talk over the work of of the Bible Society. With a new President and Secretary we
expect that this branch will do good work during the year.

REV. J. M. SMITH.

Marshville, Oct. 17th.—The meeting, presided over by the President, was held in
the Baptist Church. The Pastor of the Church entertained your Agent, and conducted
the devotional exercises. Miss Barker enlivened the programme with a sacred song
tastefully rendered. Collectors were appointed who began their work at once.

Dunnville, October 20th,—It is always a pleasure to visit this flourishing Branch »
because of the energy and zeal of its officers. They are making an organized attempt
to reach the outlying country around by visiting the school-houses and holding meetings-
The annual meeting was rather small on account of an entertainment. The ministers
of the town, Messrs. Quinn, Gourlay and Stafford were present and gave short
addresses.

Cayuga, Oct. 21st.—This was a very wet night, and your agent expected no meet-
ing, but was agreeably surpri.ed to find quite a number gathered in the Presbyterian
Church. With the assistance of the Rev. A. A. Bowers, B.A., we had a capital meet-
ing. Two resignations were accepted, which deserve more than passing mention. Dr.
Baxter, ex-M.P.P., as President, and G. S. Cotter, Esq., who has been Secretary-
Treasurer for many years. A resolution was passed thanking them for their long and
faithful services. 7Their successors are capable men.

Canfield, Oct. 24th.—We were favored here with a beautiful moonlight night, and
with the largest gathering of people which we have had in many years. A new Secre-
tary-Treasurer was appointed, who is likely to infuse new life into this Branch, and the
income is sure to be much increased. The Depository here is well kept.

South Cayuga, Oct. 25th.—A full house is the normal thing here ata Bible So-
ciety meeting, A union choir provides the music, and the exercises are always of the
heartiest kind. So is the hospitality of Secretary Albright. The Presidentship remains
in the Honsberger family, and has descended from father to son. Depositary Bilger is
as earnest and accurate as ever. Truly the Bible Society owes much to consecrated
laymen. The Revs. Mr. Corcoran and Mr. Hauch gaye interesting addresses.

Selkirk, Oct. 26th.—A most excellent meeting was held here in the Baptist Church.
The Pastor, Mr. Trickey, entertained your agent, and presided over the meeting with
tact and grace, Good collectors were appointed, and the outlook for a larger donation
to the funds of the Society is assured.

Cheapside, Oct. 27th.—In the absence of the President, the Rev. Mr. Downs
occupied the chair, and gave a splendid address. The meeting was well attended, and
manifested considerable enthusiasm. The Secretary is a staunch and faithful friend of
the Society. The collectors were requested to do their work immediately.

Nanticoke, Oct. 28th.—This is one of our banner branches, simply because the
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officers are large givers and faithful reliable men. Mr. Low, the veteran President,
occupied the chair. The Rev. E. Maloney, of the Episcopal Church, entertained your
agent right loyally, and contributed much to the success of the meeting.

Ridgeway. Oct. 315t.—Having spent the Sahbath here, I was greeted to-night bya
large and enthusiastic gathering. The Rev. J. H. McBain, pastor of the Church, con.
duacted devotional exercises, and gave a brief address. Subscription lists were circy.
lated after the agent’s address, and three times the usual amount of subscriptions were
obtained on the spot. It is expected the collectors will materially increase this in the
next few weeks.

Bridgeburg, Nov. Ist.—The meeting here in the Presbyterian Church was so small
that your agent was requested to come again and spend a Sabbath in the churches.
This he has consented to do. Some of the officers had either died or moved away, and
there was hardly anybody but the President and Mr. James to do anything. I hope
for better results at a future meeting. "

ort Colborne, Nov. 4th. —The meeting here was not as large as usual. As the
agent was also the local President, he requested the two other clergymen of the town,
the Revs. Messrs. Bonney and Marshall to give addresses. This they did with great
ability and ‘enthusiasm. We expect to exceed the donation of last year, always seeking
to advance a dollar or two every year upon our previous record.

REV., R. STRACHAN.

The advocacy of the work of the Bible Society is a pleasure to your Agent, and
the visitation of the various branches would afford continuous delight were it not
for the lamentable indifference of many who might be reasonably expected to be
deeply interested. Yet it is refreshing to meet with so many that are taking an
active iuterest in the work. The chief cause of the indifference of many is the
want of information as to the importance and worthiness of the claims of the Bible
Society. If the pastors would acquaint themselves fully with these, and urge them
kindly upon their congregation once a year, there would be larger attendance ai
the annual meetings, and greater interest shown, and also better results.

riceville, Oct. 21st.—Your Agent was kindly afforded the opportunity in the
forenoon of addressing the Presbytarian cougregation on the work and claims of
the Society by invitation from the pastor, Rev. J. A. Matheson. The annual
meeting was held in the same church in the evening. Owing to the heavy rain
that came on the attendance was not as large as it would undoubtedly have been,
yet the business was all satisfactorily conducted, and the audience listened atten-
tively while your Agent presented the claims of the Society to them.

Oct. 23rd.—According to previous arrangement your Agent preached in the
Baptist Church in Flesherton at 11 a.m. ; in Eugenia Presbyterian Church at 2.30
p-m., and in Flesherton Presbyterian Church at 7 p,m. These opportunities were
fully used on behalf of the Society’s work,

Oct. 24th.—A public meeting was held in the F/eskerton Methodist Church on
Monday evening. Dr. Christoe occupied the chair and gave a good address. Rev.
Mr. Darragh, Baptist minister, also gave a stirring address. Regret was expressed
at the absence of Rev. L. W. Thom, who was from home. The pastor of the
church, Rev, Joseph Ward, B.A., had but recently been bereaved of his wife, and
was also from home. Your Agent occupied nearly an hour in showing why the
Bible should be distributed generally, and that the best possible method of doing
80 was by a combination of personal efforts and resources, and contributions in a
wisely organized and undenominational society.

Oct. 25th.—The meeting in aridale was held in the basement of the Episco-
palian Church, and the chair was occupied by the President, Rev. M. M. Goldberg,
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pastor. Your Agent called attention to the smnll.nttendance and attributed it
jargely to the fact that being held in the basement in an inconspicuous way the
people would not be impressed with the fact that the cause to be advocated was
very worthy and important. However, the meeting, so far as interest and business
das concerned, was a good one. Rev. Mr. Hunter, Presbyterian, and Rev. W. H.
pafoe, United Brethren, gave addresses, after which your Agent went fully into a
description of the Society’s work. The business was satisfactorily concluded, and
there is NOW every reason to hope that Markdale will give a good account of itself

this year.

Oct. 26th. —Owing to the first snow of the season coming on the attendance at
Chatsworth was rather amall. The meeting was held in the Methodist Church.
Rev. Thomas Scott, pastor, occupied the chair. Your agent received good atten-
tion. The work was well arranged for, and Chatsworth will no doubt keep up its
good record.

Oct. 31st.—The Kemble meeting was held in the Methodist Church. Rev. dJd.
R. Patterson, the pastor, presided and gave a short address. This branch has
forged ahead during the past year, and still holds the palm of all the branches
your agent has visited. The officers and committee are 1n sympathetic interest
with the work of the Society, and it is hoped that the honorable position which
this branch holds will be maintained.

Nov. 2nd.— Walter's Falls annual meeting was held in the Methodist Church.
Mr. J. R. Wickham, President, occupied the chair. Rev. John Power, pastor, and
Rev. Mr. Herbert, l‘]piscopalian, gave brief addresses, which were followed by
your agent. The officers of the Society have done their work well, as is evidenced
by a good increase in contributions, and they were again re-elected.

Desboro’ and Holland Centre branches were allotted io your agent to visit, but
having expressed their purpose to hold their annual meeting themselves, they will
doubtless report in due time. Desboro’ did exceedingly well last year, and it is to

be hoped they will keep up their good record.

REV. P, STRAITH.

18th—The meeting was held in Knox Presbyterian Church. The
and the audience small. In the absence of the President, Rev.
hair and spoke commending the work of the
Rev. R. McLeod, of Huaron Presbyterian Church, also made some re-
liberality towards the work of this great Society. Your
agent brought the work as fully as possible before the meeting.

Pine River, Oct. 19th—The night was exceedingly bad ; only a few were able

Pipley, Oct.
evening was web
C. Sinclair, pastor, occupied the ¢
Society.
marks, and urged greater

to get out and the meeting was postponed. Rev. Mr. McFarlane, whose hospi-
tality your agent enjoyed, promised to bring the work of the Society before the
congregation. Though our meeting was & failure, we have no doubt there will be

the usual contribution from the field.

Ashfield, Oct. 90th—The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church. Rev.
Mr. Miiler, pastor, occupied the chair and made some remarks on the claims of
the Society. The reports read showed that the money raised last year was more
than for several years previous. Your agent prezched here also on the Sabbath
and brought the work of the Society before the congregation. This is one of the
most liberal branches of the Society, and we expect a liberal contribution again

this year.

Port Albert, Oct. 21st—The night was very wet, too wet to expect & meeting ;
indeed. this was the worst week for meetings your agent ever experienced, The
secretary drove me to see Rev. Mr. Fairbairn, paster of the church where the
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meeting was to have been held, and I arranged with him to bring the Society’s
work before his congregation, and also to ask other ministers to do the same. Wa
expect a good contribution in this way from the branch.

Armow, Oct. 24th—The evening was fine, and the meeting, which was held in
the Methodist Church, was well attended. Mer. Forbes Robertson, the President’
and for many years a very active friend of the Society, occupied the chair. This
is a live branch, and we will, no doubt, have a good return for this year also.

Innerkip, Jan. 11th—The annual meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church.
Rev. Mr. Ward, President, occupied the chair and made some remarks. Rev, Mr,
Straith, pastor, also made an address on the work of the Society. Last year was
one of the best we have had.

Chesterfield, Ratho and Bright, Mar. 6th—The annual meeting of the Chester.
field, Ratho and Bright branch, was held in Chesterfield, in the Presbyterian
Church. The President, Mr. Shiel, occupied the chair. Addresses were made by
Rev. P. Straith ahd Rev. W. H. Johnston, pastor. Last vear was one of the best
in the history of the Society.

REV. PETER STRANG, B. A. (Man. and N. W. T)

Alexander.~Your Agent visited this Branch on Dec. 6th,'98. An excellent
meeting was held in the Methodist Church. Reports from the Fresident and De
positary were made. The Depositary gave a report from the Secy-Treas., who
was absent. A good stock of books have been secured during the year and they
are kept in very excellent condition by Mr. Walker, the depositary. Rev. Mr.
Cook, the Episcopalian minister read the Scripture lesson and gave a short ad-
dress, and Rev. Mr. Calder the Presbyterian minister led in prayer and spoke

briefly. The officers of last year were reappointed and also collectors, who were
urged to attend to their duties immediately. Last year only one collector did
any work. A collection was taken at the close of the meeting, which amounted
to a little over three dollars.

Griswold.—Visited this branch on the evening of Dec. 7th, and found the Of-
ficers active and alive to the importance of the work. The meeting was held in
the Baptist Church. Mr. Buchanan, the President, chairman. Mr. Young, the
Treasurer, reported that the collectors had completed their work and collected
$18.00. Rev. Mr. Moore (Presbyterian) was present and assisted. After your
Agent presented the claims of the Society and the work it had done during the
year, the officers were all re-elected and collectors appointed for the ensuing year.
The stock of books in the Depository requires replenishing.

Oak Lake, Dec. 12th, —Your Agent visited this branch and addressed a small
interested audience. The skating and curling seasen is in full swing, and this may
have had something to do with the small attendance. This branch however did
good work last year, and the meeting wisely re-elected the officers and collectors.
A good report may again be expected. Rev. Mr McLean, Presbyterian, and Rev.
Mr. Haw, Methodist, were present and assisted at this meeting.

St. Davids, Dec. 12th—This branch lies in a rural district about 8 miles north
of Oak Lake Station. It did noble work for the Society during the year, having
raised $103.50. The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church of the district.
There was a good attendance, and the officers of last year were re-elected. Rev.
Mr. McLean, the pastor of the church, assisted in making this a live meeting. A
good report may be again expected from this branch.

Virden, Dec. 14th—The meeting was held here in the Episcopal Church. The
attendance was small. The President, Rev. Mr. King, conducted the meeting.
At the close of the agent’s address, a collection was taken up. The Depository is
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in a very satisfactory condition. The collectors for the branch have not yet done
their work for the year. It is to be hoped that they will be able to give a good re-
port when their labors are completed.,

Broadview—We had a small meeting here. Your agent presented the claims
of the Society, after Rev. Mr. Campbell, the Presbyterian Minister of the Church,
in which our meeting was held, had read a portion of Scripture and engaged in
prayer. The business of this branch was regularly transacted and a good report
may be expected from the collectors.

Gmenfell, January 17th— A severe blizzard raged, but had a live, though small
meeting.  This branch did good work last year. The same officers were re-elected
and may be expected to render a “good account for 1899. Rev. Mr. Hoskins
(Methedist) Rev. Mr. Lang (Presbyterian) and Rev. Mr. Marshall (Baptist) were
all yresent and took part. The stock in the Depository should be increased in
some lines.

Wolseley, Jan. 18th— Had a splendid meeting here. R. A. McGee, the Mayor
of the town, President of this branch, presided. Rev. Mr. McKechnie (Presbyter-
ian) read a portion of Scripture and led in prayer, and Rev. Mr. Holling (Metho-
dist) spoke upon the history of the English Bible. Your agent presented the
claims of the Society, after which, the business of the annual meeting was regu-
larly transacted. The sales of the Depository were small, largely owing to the
books not being kept in a conspicuous place. The officers were urged to arrange
that the books be more fully exposed for sale. The collectors had almost com-
pleted their work, and very successfully, having secured $42.25.

I/ndian Head, Jan. 19th—Had a good meeting here. Rev. Mr. Robson, the
President, acted as chairman, and Rev. Mr. McAfee (Presbyterian) spoke briefly
and eloquently on the claims of the Bible Society, after which, your agent stated
to an interested audience what the Society had done during the past year and the
aims of this and the parent Society. All the business of the meeting was regular-
ly done. The collectors had not quite completed their work, but as far as heard
from, a very satisfactory year's work is being done. The Depository is well
managed by Mr. Brooks.

Qu’ Appelle, Assa., Jan. 20th—A small but interested audience was present.
Rev, Mr. Thompson (Presbyterian) in the absence of the President, acted as
chairman. Rev. Mr. Galley (Methodist) was present and led in prayer. All the
business of the annual meeting was transacted in a proper manner, Your agent
presented the claims of the Bible Society, and urged that the stock in the Deposi-
tory be increased at once. The collectors have started their work, and when
completed, a good report may be expected.

Meosomin, Assa., Jan, 23rd—Had an excellent meeting. Rev. Mr. Hastings
(Baptist) Rev. Mr. Tufts (Methodist) and Rev. Mr. Squire (Presbyterian) were
present and assisted efficiently. Mr. McCurdy, one of the prominent business
men of the town, acted as chairman. The collectors had completed their work,
and with a very satisfactory result. An excellent staff of officers was appointed
for the ensning year. The stock in the Depository islow; the executive decided
to have it increased at once.

Whitewood, Assa., Jan, 24th—There was a small attendance. There is not as
much interest taken in the Society in this town as the work deserves. A new
Secretary-Treasurer has been appointed and the branch promises fair to do much
better work and haye a good report for the year. The business of the annual meet-
ing was transacted, and your agent then addressed a very attentive and interested
audience on the work of the Society. A committee was appointed to select an ad-
dition of books to the Depository.
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Elkhorn, Man., Jan. 256th—A bad blizzard raged all day and the attendanc
was small, but we had an attentive audience, and a good collection for the size of
the gathering. Dr. Robertson, Superintendent of Missions of the Presbyterian
Church in Manitoba and the North-west, was in town on business in connection
with his work, and spoke earnestly and eloquently on the great need of the Bible
being read and studied in our own land, by all classes, and espeoially by the
foreigners coming to the west. A good showing may be expected from this branch
when the collectors report. The three resident ministers were present and took
part. Rev. Mr. Lewis was elected President ; Rev. Mr. Hood, Treasurer and Rev.
Mr. Mercier, Secretary.

.

REV. E. A. TONKIN.

Bath, Oct. 11.—This branch has been at low water-mark for a number of years
The meeting was interfered with this year again on account of a torrent of rain
falling through the evening. The Agent addressed those present, and by visiting
the officers and other leading friends stirred up an interest in the work. The De.
pository was changed to a new location, and an energetic young man appointed
Secretary., Both will do better this year.

Odessa, Oct. 12th.—This branch has also been unfruitful for some years, but
has begun to look up again. Our meeting was not large, but was full of interest.
Many questions were asked concerning the work, which the Agent tried to answer,
Rev. Mr. McKee, who has recently taken charge of the Methodist Church, will be
a source of strength to the Society here. Odessa will raise more this vear than for
the past five years. Depository well kept. Amount of sales not large.

Cataragui, Oct. 13.—This is a faithful branch, and though not large, being just
on the outskirts of Kiugston, does its work regularly and well. The President and

officers are punctual in the discharge of their duties. Meeting was held in
the Methodist Church, the pastor, Rev. Mr. Robson, rendering valuable assistance,

Garden Island, Oct. 14.—Our meeting, held in the school house, which is also
the place of worship for the island, was well attended, notwithstanding the heavy
rain, The President, H. A. Calvin, Esq., takes a great interest in the work, and
gives the Agent every encouragement. We hope Garden Island will continue to
advance.

Whalfe Island, Oct. 15.—Depository in good condition, but sales few, owing t©
proximity of Kingston. The officers met for business and divided the island into
districts ; appointed a vice-president and collector for each district. The work
will be well done this year. The public meeting was held the following Sabbath
morning in the Presbyterian Church. The Methodist minister, Rev. W. W.
Weese, withdrawing his service, and both he and his congregation attending. We
had an excellent service and a good collection. Wolfe Island has done well for
several years, but we expect it to exceed itself this year.

Pittsburg, Oct. 16.—This has been a sadly neglected branch for several years.
The township has no central village as a rallying point for the Society’s work.
There are eight or ten country churches in the township, and the want of a centre
makes it very hard to work. Nothing was received from this branch for several
vears till last year. But affairs have taken a turn, and we expect a large contri-
bution this year. On Sabbath, Oct. 15th, we crossed the forry from Wolfe Island
and drove to Cushendal for the afternoon service, then on to St. John's (Preshyter-
ian) Church at night. The naxt day was spent in visiting several of the neighbor-
hoods, and the evening meeting was held in St. John’s Church, The new incum-
bent, Rev. J. A. McDonald, was elected President, and collestors were app»inted
for five of the eight districts. We had a good meeting, a good collection, and
Pittsburg will take its place among the fruitful branches again.
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Sunbury, Oct. 17.—We always have a good meeting here. Rev. R. Laird, the
faithful President, takes an earnest interest in the cause, and the young ladies
willingly act as collectors. We had a capital meeting in the Presbyterian Church,
and Sunbury can be trusted to hold its own,

Battersea, Oct. 18.—The meeting held in the Methodist Church was very smali.
The Rev, T. Meredith was present and rendered assistance. The interest in this
branch is very low. We expected better things last vear, but were disappointed.
The Depository is well kept, and the amount of sales fair for this locality.

Inverary, Oct. 19.—A beautiful evening and a very nice congregation greeted
the Agent in the Methodist Church. This branch made a good advance last year
on previous year's givings, and it will advance still further we trust in the future.
The Depository is in good condition.

Elginburg and Glenvale, Oct. 20th—Acting on the advice of the officers at
Cataraqui, your agent visited this locality in order to organize a branch. The rain
literally poured all afternoon and evening, so that weonly visited the former vil-
lage. The congregation, under these circumstances, was small, but those present
were very much interested in the work of the Society, and desired a branch to be
formed to be called the Elginburg and Glenvale Branch. Officers were elected and
an order sent for a stock of Bibles to be placed in charge of Mrs. J. H. Lake. Rev.
J. C. Cornell was present and did all in his power to help on the work. 1t was
decided to hold the meeting at Glenvale next year, with a Sabbath service, if pos-
sible, at Elginburg.

Wilmur and Perth Road, Oct 21st.—By a resolution of the Sydenham Branch,
Wilmur, that had hitherto been worked with Sydenham, was set aparst to form
with Perth Road a new branch. We had a good meeting at the latter point, in
the Methodist Church, assisted by Rev. J. I. Hughes, and on the following morn-
ing preached to an attentive congregation, and in the afternoon, in Wilmur
Methodist Church. The people seemed very much interested in all the services.
Officers and collectors were appointed, and, to all appearances, the new branch is
launched with promise.

Sydenham, Oct. 22nd—Preached in Methodist Church on Sunday evening, and
held the public meeting in the Ladies’ Hall on Monday. We have a good staff of
officers here, who make the work easy for the agent. Here we found an old and
tried friend of the Society. Mr. J. Lockhart, who for many years has served the
cause in labors more abundant as a Colporteur. We were sorry to find him lying
gick, but waiting, either to serve the Master a few years longer or to go to his re-
ward. We understand that a legacy of fifty dollars falls to the Society this year
from the will of one of our departed friends. May other friends follow her
example.

Wilton, Oct. 23rd—Our next point was Wilton. We had a good meeting in
the Presbyterian Church, assisted by Rev. H. B. Rowe. The officers are faithful
in the discharge of their duties. Depository in good shape. Wilton will continue
to do well.

Verona, Oct. 24th—This is one of the weakest branches on the district. For a
number of years the receipts have been very low, and little interest is taken in the
work. But we have now an interested worker in the person of Rev. G. Stafford,
the newly appointed Methodist minister. ~We shall hope for better results
this year.

Harrowsmith, Oct. 25th—Harrowsmith did grandly last year, raising more
than the aggregate of the four previous years. The Society has two interested
workers here in the persons of Revs. D. Flemming and E. R. Kelly, who do all
in their power in assisting the agent in this and neighboring branches. Our meet-
ing was not large, but good, and we hope Harrowsmith will repeat its record of
last year. .
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REV. T. L. TURNBULL, M.A.

Ancaster, Nov. 14th.—There was an increased attendance and an excellent
meeting held here. Dr. Brandon, President, occupied the chair. Mr. Breckon,
Secretary, gave a full and interesting report of the last year's work. The united
choirs of the Anglican, Methodist and Presbyterian Churches rendered good ser-
vice, and made the meeting bright by rendering a number of hymns which had
been previously practiced. The collection was more than double that of last year
The Agent was assisted by the Rev. D. Chalmers, and the Rev. D. Hodges, both
of whom gave interesting addresses.

Caistor, Nov. 16.-—A very nice meeting was held here, though not largely at
tended. The place of meeting was changed to Abingdon this year. The President
occupied the chair. The Rev. H. Caldwell conducted devotional exercises, ana
expressed a warm interest in the Society.

Caistorville, Nov. 17.—The meeting here was small, owing to the farmers being
anxious to get their ploughing done, which was behind on account of previous wet
weather. Mr. Asher, President, occupied the chair and gave an address. The
Rev. Thos. Grandy conducted devotional exercises. We are persuaded more life
will characterize this branch in future.

Oneida, Nov. 20.—The attendance here was large. The officers were re-elected.
This is a branch which has a good many steady friends and supporters of the
Society.

Jarvis, Nov. 20.—The agent addressed a meeting in connection with this branch
in theafternoon at Walpole. The Rev. G. A. MacLennan, B.A., is a reliable helper
at this end of the branch. On Sabbath evening the meeting was held in the Meth-
odist Church, Jarvis, which was crowcded with the united congregations of the
town. The chair was occupied by the President, Mr. Rodgers. The Rev. M,
Boyd very warmly assisted. The interest of the people was stimulated, and we
believe this branch will go on to do more still in the interests of the Society.

Glanford.—The Agent visited this branch on Sunday, Dec. 4th. An address
was given in the White Church, and also at Case’s Church There was a good
attendance at both of these churches. The weather was so inclement in the even
ing that no meeting was held as anticipated at Mount Hope. Weexpect, however,
good results from this branch, where there are somestaunch and reliab.e supporters
of the Society. Mr. Joel Smith, Secretary, has served the branch continuously
for twenty-five years. ' '

Carluke.—This branch was visited on Sunday, January 22nd. The atteadance
was large. The deep interest manifested augurs well for improvement on the part
of thils branch. The hospitality of Mrs. Chestnut of the Manse was duly appre.
ciated.

’

York.—The annual meeting of. this branch was held on the evening of Nov.
29th. The weather was inclement, and the attendance small. The officers were
re-appointed. It was finally decided for the Agent to return on a Sabbath evening
and address the people at York on the great work and principles of the Bible So-
ciety. This was done on the evening of February 4th. The attendance was good,
and thus the people were reached as they never are when the meeting is held on a
week night. We hope for better returns from York.

REV. M. E. WILSON, M.A

Roseneath, Oct. 4th.—A very encouraging meeting was held in the Methodish
Church. Devotional exercises were conducted by the pastor. The Rev. Mr. Mc-
Donald, a venerable and earnest friend of the Bible Society, occupied the chair
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and addressed the audience. The Rev. Mr. Ross, Presbyterian, also a warm friend
of the cause, briefly addressed the meeting. Mr. Harstone gave an interesting
report of the year’s work, which was well received. 'I'his branch is well officered,
and is doing very good work in the community. Your Agent was very interest-
ingly entertained by the Rev. Mr. Tomblin, who conducted us to the Indian school,
under his supervision, adjacent to Roseneath. Upon this reserve and in this school
are wonderful evidences of the power of the Bible us an enlightening and civilizing
agency.

Baltimore, Oct. 5th.—At Baltimore your Agent found the Bible Society meet-
ing announced in the church in which a most enjoyable pastoral term had been
spent. This branch is in a very healthy condition, and the annual meeting of the
Society is anticipated with the united interest of the congregations of the place.
This branch much regrets to lose the services of Geo. Brown, Esq., who for many
years kept the branch Depository. Mr. Brown removes to Cobourg, where
doubtless he will still be the same true friend of the Bible Society he has ever
been. The Rev. Mr. Mears, Methodist minister, presided at the meeting, and
the Rev. Mr. Hunter, who was through illness absent, was elected the President
for the ensuing year.

1ilbrook, Oct. 10th.—The work of this branch was not in a very encouraging
condition during the past year. If an enthusiastic meeting is any evidence of
revival, then the Millbrook branch should be revived. A more interesting or better
arranced meeting your Agent was not permitted to attend. The Town Hall was
the place chosen for the public meeting. The chair was occupied by the President
in a very felicitous manner. All the churches of the place were represented by
their r(:specti\'e pastors, who seemed very determined that the interests of the
Jible Society must notsuffer. The Rev.Dr. Cade, Methodist, spoke very earnestly,
and in an eloquent manner asserted the powerful influences of the Bible. In
moving the thanks of the audience to your Agent for his address, Canon Allen, of
the Church of England, also made very excellent remarks in relation to the Bible
Society and its work. The Rev. Mr. Johnston, of the Presbyterian Church, was
the seconder of Canon Allen’s motion, and in doing so referred in a very appropriate
manner to the spirit of Christian unity inculcated through the agency of the Bible
Qocietv. The meeting was in every way successful, the attendance and spirit
being excellent. The work of the branch promises well.

ercy. Oct. 19th.—The branch meeting was held this year in the Metho-
dist Church. The pastor of the church, the Rev. J. W. Totten, conducted the
devotional exercises, and presided over the meeting. After a few well-chosen
remarks, the Rev. Mr. Scott, of the Episcopalian Church, was called upon and
addressed the meeting in a very interesting and instructive manner. Capt. R.
P. Hurlbui, the veteran Secretary, gave his excellent report. Capt. Hurlbut
is a staunch and trusty friend of the Society, and enjoys the honorable dis-
tinction of forty years’ uninterrupted service for the Bible Society. Your
Agent enjoyed the hospitality of the captain’s estimable family, and listened
with much interest to many reminiscencs which he rehearsed in the history of
the Percy branch. The meeting was well attended.

Castleton, Oct. 20th.—One of the most enthusiastic meetings which your
Agent had the privilege of addressing was held in the Baptist Church in con-
nection with the Castleton branch. The ministers of the adjacent Methodist
and Christian Churches, the Rev. Mr. Robinson and Mr. Prosser, were present.
The Rev. Mr. Weaver, the pastor of the church, conducted the devotional ex-
ercises, and the President, Mr. Newman, occupied the chair. Your Agent's
address was listened to with great attention. In Mr. Weaver, the Bible So-
ciety has a strong friend, and the community seems to have grasped some of
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his enthusiasm, and will no doubt greatly develope the usefulness of the Castle
ton branch this year.

Vernonville, Oct. 21st.—One of the severest storms of the season interrupte
what promised to be a very interesting meeting. Your Agent was very hos.
pitably entertained by Mr. J. G. Boyd, who is a very staunch friend of the
Bible Society. Atfirst it was decided to hold an adjourned meeting in Ver
onville, but upon second consideration with the principal officers of the branch
who were available, it was concluded to continue the organization of the brancl
as it stood. We have no doubt, under this management, which seems to b
quite efficient, this branch will continue to do good work for the cause
spreading the Word of Truth.

Camborne and Coldsprings, Nov. 15th.—The meeting was held in the Presbhy
terian Church in Coldsprings, and was very well attended, The Rev. Mr. Hunte;
who was recently inducted as minister of the Church, presided over the exercises
of the evening, and made a good address. The Rev. Mr. Down, the newly elected
President, and the Rev. Mr. McCormack gave practical addresses in the interests
of the Bible Society. The good work being accomplished through the agency of
this branch is evidenced in many ways other than their contributions. The sur.
rounding territory was passed under review at the business meeting, and from
guggestions made to your Agent, a new branch at Bewdley was organized, wit}
promising results. The community of Coldsprings seems to be enthusiastic in
every good work, and not less, therefore, in the work of the Bible Society.

Grafton, Nov. 16th.—The meeting in this place was not largely attended, but
the interest in the work of the Society was verv decided. Mr. J. Blacklock, for
many years connected with the work of the branch, presided over the exercises of
the evening. Very good addresses were given by the Rev. Mr. Philp and the Rev.
C. 8. Lord, of the Methodist and F'resbyterian Churches respectively. The De-
pository had disposed of nearly all its stock, and another supply of Bibles will be
obtained from Toronto Depository. Your Agent was somewhat surprised to find
one of the Protestant churches in the community giving the branch no counten
ance in its work. This anomaly was not encountered elsewhere, which, perhaps,
made the fact more noticeable.

Colborne, Dec. 15th.—The meeting was held in the Presbyterian Church. Un
fortunately the attendance was scarcely as great as on some previous occasions,
owing, no doubt, to the fact that the attention of the community became absorbed
in a keen political coutest, which was being decided on the date of the meeting.
The Rev. Mr. Duncan, in whose church the meeting was held, though not strong,
after a severe illness, was able to attend, and to give a good address. The Reyv,
Mr. Watson, Baptist, also spoke at some length. The Rev. Mr. Jolliffe, Metho-
dist, who had another engagement in his own congregation, reached the meeting
in time to evidence a good interest in the work, and give a brief but stirring
address. The friends of the Bible Society here are quite interested in the work,
and seem very earnest to cultivate and develop their branch.

Brighton, Dec. 16th.—This branch has been at work for many years and is
still efficient and promising. The meeting was held in the Baptist Church, and
the attendance fair. Geo. S. Miller, Esq., whose generous hospitality was much
enjoyed by your Agent, is the enthusiastic President of this branch.  Mr. Miller
presided over the exercises of the evening in a very felicitous and efficient manner.
After making a good speech himself, the Rev. J, C. Wilson, Methodist, and the
Rev. G. B. McLeod, Presbyterian, and the Rev. Mr. Weaver, pastor of the church,
were called upon and gave interesting and inspiring addresses. This branch has
been hitherto responsible for some outlying work, which has altogether overtaxed
its energies. It became evident that those districts outlying the town could be
worked better through separate organizations, and a course providing for this was
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suggested and the suggestion acted upon by your Agent, with an outlook of a very
promising character. The branch claims the oldest officer, with one exception, of
the Bible Society in any of the branches of the Province in the person of A. C.
Singleton, Esq., who has charge of the Depository, and prides himself in keeping
both the Bibles and business in his charge in a form most commendable.

Hilton, Dec. 22nd.—This is a new branch in the midst of a promising com-
munity. Arrangements having been previously made, a meeting was held in the
Methodist Church. After an address, the andience expressed a desire to organize
a new branch. Very efficient men, in the person of Mr. Wm. Mutton and Mr.
Geo. Little, were placed at the head of the Society. Collectors and other officers
were appointed and assigned their work. This new branch begins with a large
and promising field in hand, which it is believed will be efficiently worked.

Smithfield, Dec. 23rd.—This is also a newly organized branch. The Rev. J.
Garbutt. 1n whose church the branch held its first meeting, and in fact had its
birth, is an enthusiastic friend of the Bible Society. The community seems to
have imbibed much of the same spirit for the work. This branch, under the
leadership of W. G. Drewery, Esq., and Wm. Fritz, Esq., as President and Secre-
tary-Treasurer, respectively, and well supported by an earnest and active staff of
officers, would appear to have a bright future awaiting it.

Bewdley, Feb. 26th. —This branch includes the village of Bewdley and the
territory covered by three congregations of different denominations. Your Agent
found the people auxious to aid in the circulation of the Bible through the agency
of the Bible Society, many expressing surprise that they had previously been
overlooked in the work. The officers appear capable and interested, the field ex-
tensive, and we have little doubt but that the harvest will be encouraging. James
Armstrong is President of the branch, E. Fleming, Secretary and Treasurer. The
branch is fully organized and equipped.

REV. JAS. WILSON, B.A.

Your Agent visited the branches of South Saltfleet, Winona, Beamsville,
Campden, Smithville, St. Ann’s, North Pelham aed Thorold. The South Salt-
field branch met in the Tweedside Methodist Church, and was well attended.
Deep interest was mamfested, and better results are expected. At Winona, a
terrible rainstorm prevented the meeting being held, but the work will not languish
in the hands of the efficient executive. In all the places a marked interest was
manifested in the work of the Society, and an individual responsibility felt in
sending the Word of God to those who have it not. Increased contributions are
looked for from all the branches. Next year it might be weil if the meetings could
be arranged for September, or, at latest, the beginning of October, as the weather
is very uncertain at a later period, and the condition of the roads influences the
meetings held.

REPORTS OF BRANCHES WHICH HELD THEIR ANNUAL
MEETING WITHOUT AN AGENT.

Atwood.—Our annual meeting this year was conducted by the aid of our local
ministers. We had a very good meeting. Not so many present as we would like
to have seen. Able and instructive addresses were given by Rev. Mr. McLeod
(Pres.) and Rev. Mr. Fear (Meth.). The Rev, Mr. Bunt (Baptist) could not be
present, being engaged elsewhere. Sorry we are somewhat behind our usual con-
tributions. J. W. McBarx, Secretary.
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Barrie.—The forty-fifth annual meeting of the Barrie branch of the Bible
Society was held in the Baptist Church last Thursday evening (Feb. 16). The
attendance was not large. His honor Judge Ardagh occupied the chair, and with
him on the platform were His Honor Judge Boys, Rev. S. Sheldon. Rev. Joseph
Young, and the speaker of the evening. Rev. Jesse Gibson, of Toronto. The re-
port of the Secretary-Treasurer, Mr. C. W. Plaxton, showed that the receipts for
the year were $115.21. Officers were then elected for the ensuing year. Rev. Mr.
Gibson’s address on Bible Society work was very interesting, and contained much
information. The latter part of Mr. Gibson’s lecture was an urgent request for
the assistance in circulating the Bible in the newer and unsettled parts of th
country. In connection with the latter, he spoke of the Canadian North-West as
the “ grandest and richest heritage,” having ample accommodation for 250.000,000
people. Votes of thanks were given to the lecturer, and also to the collectors and
officers of the past year. C. W. Praxton, Sec'y-Treas.

Bayfield—Bayfield Branch Bible Soeiety met in the Methodist Church, on
Monday, March 27th, 1899, when one of the most successful meetings of the So
ciety was held. In theabsence of both the President and Vice-President, Mr. J
Donaldson was appointed chairman. Addresses were given by Rev. Mr. Shaw
(Methodist) and Rev. Mr. Graham (Presbyterian), on the influence of the Bible
Society on all sects and denominations. Officers were elected for the ensuing year
Meeting closed with devotional exercises. (Miss) M. J. MarTiN, Sec’y-Treas.

Beaverton.—This branch during the yz2ar decided to dispense with the rervice
of the agent, and held a union meeting in Knox Church on Sabbath evening,
March 26th, 1899, all the Churches giving up their services and assisting at the
Bible Soeiety meeting. Rev. K. J. Macdonald, pastor of Church and President of
the branch, presided, and spoke forcibly on the history and work of the society. Rev.
Mr. Butler, of the Methodist Church, spoke on the inspiration of the Bible. Itev.
Mr. Best spoke on the Bible from a literary standpoint. Rev. Mr. Major, of St.
Paul’s, Church of England, spoke on ** Why we should support the Bible Society.
He gave four reasons—first, for what the Bible was, **God’s Holy word ;" second,
for what it has done for the world ; third, for what it is doing in the world now;
fourth, because the world needs it. Jnlarging on these remarks, Mr. Major made
a most practical and powerful address. It was his first appearance in Beaverton
before an audience composed of members of all the Churches. The committee
were gratified at the success of the change, and very large attendance, the churcl
being crowded. The musical part of service was led by ths united choirs of
churches, and singing was hearty and inspiring. The collection was very liberal,
and went to increase the funds of the Society. A business meeting was held on
Monday evening, in Methodist church, and officers appointed for ensuing year,
viz., Rev. K. J. Macdonald, President ; Rev. Mr. Butler, Vice-Presideat ; Treas.,
Mr. B. Madill; Sec'y, L. Cameron. It was decided to appoint two ladies from
each church on the committee. The Treasurer’s report showed a very decided in-
crease in receipts from previous year, over $80 being collected and forwarded to
Society at Toronto. The committee for the year was then appointed, and the
most successful year in Beaverton branch was brought to a close.

L. CamERON, Sec’y.

Cherrywood,—The annual meeting of the Cherrywood Bible Society was held
without the assistance of an agent, with a good audience. The Rev. Mr. Cars-
cadden addressed the meeting in a very suitable manner, strongly supporting the
British and Foreign Society in its work in all parts of the world. The officers
were re-appointed. F. RoacH, Sec'y.

Comber.—The Bible Sfociety meeting was held in the Methodist Church, on
Sabbath evening, 19th Feb'y, and was largely attended. Thecongregations of the
other Churches were dismissed early, so as to give all an opportumty to attend the
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Bible Society meeting. The Rev. J. H. Kirkland presided. Addresses were given
by the Rev. Mr. Radford, of Blytheswood, and the resident ministers. After the
collection was taken up, a aubscription list was passed around, and a considerable
<um was contributed, to assist in circulating the Bible in foreign, as well as home
lands. On motion of Rev. Mr. Radford, and the Rev. Mr. Crawford, the officers
and committee were re-elected for the ensuing year.

R. O. Y. Aixsuig, Sec’y-Treas.

Craigvale and Stroud.—The annual meeting -of the Craigvale and Stroud
branch was held this year without the assistance of an agent. In the absence of
the President (Dr. Evans), Mr. William Maneer was called to the chair. The
meeting was opened by reading the Scriptures and vrayer. The chairman made
a few appropriate remarks. The Secretary read the report of last year’s work,
which was adopted. The officers and collectors were re-appointed. The meeting
was addressed by Rev. Mr. Wass, Methodist, Rev. Mr. Ross, Churchill, and Rev.
Mr. McConnell, Craigvale. A good collection was taken up.

K. G. McCraw, Sec'y.

Delhi.—Our annual meeting was held on the evening of Oct. 11th, in Baptist
Church. Rev. E. C. Currie, Presbyterian, occupied the chair Rev. T.T. Shields
was also present and assisted in the exercises of the evening. The Bible Society
address was delivered by Rev. Mr. Charlton, Methodist, and was said by some to
be the best ever listened to. Interest in Bible Society work is on the increase.
Collections and subscriptions are far in advance of those of last year.

Ipa L. FosTER, Sec'y.

Duart and Oxford.—The annual meeting of this branch Bible Society was
held in the Presbyterian Church on January 23rd. Tha President, Rev. J. Argo,
in the chair. On account of the night being very cold the attendance was small
compared with last year, but the interest in the work of the Society manifested

by those present was a good indication of the general interest The Treasurer’s
report showed an increase of $7 in 1898 in the contributions, and it is hoped that
the amount this year will be still larger. The meeting was addressed by the Rev.
Mr. Mack, of Rodney, on the subject, **What the Bible has done for us, and what
we should do with the Bible.” James Arco, President.

East Williams.—The annual meeiing of the East Williams branch Bible So-
ciety was held in the Presbyterian Church at Beechwood on March T7th at”2
o'clonk p.m. The Vice-President, Rev. Mr. Ellictt, in the chair. The meeting
was opened with devotional excrcises by Rev. Mr. Elliott. The annual financial
report was presented in minute detail by Mr. Menzies, Secretary-Treasurer,
showing undiminished interest in the aims and object of Bible Society work The
slight decrease in the contribution is amply accounted for by removals and death.
The report was adopted, and all the officers re-elected. On call by the chairman,
the Rev. Mr. McKinnon, local minister, and Rev. Mr. Ross, from Glencoe, suc-
cessively, addressed the meeting on, *The Bible, a revelation from God full and
complete, a rule of faith and life.” The discourses were distinguished by great
ability and faithfulness, and received an appreciative hearing from *all present—
a full average number, There was no Society Agent, nor did we feel the need of
any. A vote of thanks was given to the speakers. A collection was taken up
and a resolution passed to meet (D. V.) on the first Tuesday in March, 1900, in a
new district of the field, viz., the Centre Road Church. The meeting was dis-
missed by Mr. Ross with the benidiction. A. J! Ross, Pres.

Fordwich.—The annual meeting of the Fordwich branch, U.C. B., was held
in the Episcopal Church on Oct. 3Ist. Mr. Wm. Waters in the chair. Meeting
opened with devotional exercises. The Treasurer’s report showed an increase
over the previous year from contributions of $7.00. The Rev. Messrs. Farney
(Episcopal) and Hosking (Methodist) addressed the meeting on the Bible and Bible
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Society work. The excellent addresses were listened to with marked attention by
a well attended meeting. The Rev. A. B. Dobson (Presbyterian) sent regrets at
his unavoidable absence. The old officers were all re-elected. A union choir
added much to the success and pleasure of the meeting. It was decided to hold
our next annual meeting without the assistance of an Agent. J. GoGoIn, Sec'y.
Hibbert.—The annual meeting of the Hibbert branch Bible Society was held
on Nov. 15th, 1898, in the Presbyterian Church at Cromarty. This branch has
dispensed with the services of an Agent for a number of years. The attendance
was not large, but those present seemed much interested. The President, Rev.
Mr. Nethercott (Methodist) occupied the chair, After the election of officers for
1899, the President, not being well, made only a few remarks, and called on Rev.
Mr. Scott, (Presbyterian) who addressed the meeting on the characteristics of the
Bible. The Vice-President, Rev. Mr. Mills (English) was unavoidably absent. A
collection was taken up, part of the 72nd Psalm was sung, and the benediction
was pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Scott, and a very interesting meeting was
brought to a close. J.S. McIurairh, Sec.-Treas.

Kintyre.—The annual meeting of the Kintyre branch Bible Society was held
on Friday evening, Jan. 13th, 1899, Owing to the night being wet and bad roads
the attendance was emall. A very interesting and instructive address was
liyered by Rev. Mr. Mack, of Rodney, on the work of the British and Foreign
Bible Society at home and abroad.

E. McMiLraN, Sec.-Treas., Rodney P. O., Ont.

Airkton.—The annual meeting of the Kirkton branch Bible Society was held
in the Methodist Church on the evening of January 12th, 1899. The roads were
bad, yet the attendance was fair. Mr. Alex. Kirk, President, in the chair.. The
meeting was opened by the choir singing a hymn. The Rev. S. Knott led in
prayer. The Secretary’s report was read and approved. The Rev. I. Ball and
Rev. S, Knott, resident ministers, gave very suitable addresses. A hearty vote of
thanks was given to the ministers for their excellent addresses and to the officers
and collectors for their services during the past year ; also a vote of thanks to the
choir for its valuable services. Officers and collectors were appointed. On motion
it was resolved that this branch be conducted without the assistance of an Ager
and it was arranged that the next annual meeting will be held in the Church of
England. The meeting was brought to a close by the Rev. S. Knott pronouncing
the benediction. Wu. H. Parsey, Sec.-Treas.

Medicine Hat, Assa.—The Medicine Hat branch of the U. C. B. Society held their
annual meeting on February 14th, assisted by the Epworth League and C. E. societies,
President F. J. Reynolds occupied the chair, and after some opening remarks ad
dresses were gfven by Rev. Scarlett and Rev. Ufoman, the resident pastors. Most
interesting papers were read by Miss Anderson, Miss Powell, and [Miss Monday, on
the work of the Bible Society, at home and in the foreign fields. Special music was
provided, and muth interest manifested throughout the meeting. Officers were re
elected and a committee appointed. (Miss) K. BLACK, Secretary.

Oshawa—This branch had not held a public meeting last year, but that a deeper
interest in the work of the Bible Society might be engendered, it was deemed wise to
hold a public meeting this year. In spite of a very unfavorable evening, a very fair
congregation assembled in the Metcalf Street Methodist Church. After devotional
exercises, conducted by the Rev. J. P. Wilson, B.A., in which the Rev. Mr. Hodges,
of the Presbyterfan Church, and the Rev. Mr. Quinn, of the Baptist Church, assisted,
Mr. L. K. Murton, barrister, and president of the local branch, presented the report
which was quite exhaustive, and dealt with the work of the branch fully, The Deposi-
tory was being examined and placed in a more satisfactory condition. The Rev. M.
S. Wilson, of Newtonville addressed the audience, and after the usual votes of thanks,
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an interesting meeting was brought to a close. This branch, it is thought will give a
good account of its work at the close of the year. M. S. WiLsON.

Owen Sound.—The annual meeting of the Owen Sound Branch Bible Society was
held on the 12th day of January 1899. The president, the Rev. J. Ardill occupied
the chair. The meeting was opened with a song of praise. The minutes of the last
annual meeting were read and approved. The report of the Secretary showed that
twenty-two collectors had been appointed, most of whom had done their work very
faithfully. In the Depositary books had been sold to the value of $21.66. The Rev.
Professor Dyson Hague of Toronto, gave an address full of living interest, which de-
lighted a very large, a very attentive and intelligent audience. All the clergymen of
the town were on the platform. A conrdial vote of thanks was given to Professor
Hague, and the meeting closed with a hymn and the benediction.

ROBERT RODGERS, Secretary.

eterboro—The annual meeting was held in the George Street Methodist Church,
on Wednesday, March 8th, at 8 o’clock. Mr. Sherriff Hall occupied the chair, and
Rev. Messrs. Shorey and Dr. Torrance led in devotional exercises. The Secretary
read the report of Depository and Treasurer, which were considered very satisfactory.
The Rev. A. E. Knowles, B.A., of Knox Church, Galt, gave a most inspiring address.
Collectors were then appointed, and a most successful annual meeting terminated.
Mr. Sherriff Hall was re-elected President, and the Ministers, Vice-presidents, with
John Crane, Ontario Bank, as Treasurer. Jas. G. PorTER, Secretary.

Rodney—The annual meeting of the Rodney branch of the Upper Canada Bible
Society, was held in the Methodist Church, on Thanksgiving night, Nov. 25th, 1898.
The attendance was smaller than last year, but the meeting was a very successful one
in every other way, The President, Rev. H. W. Mack, occupied the chair and gave
a very instructive address. The reports from the Depositary, Secretary and Treasurer
were received and approved. Music was provided by some of the members. Interest-
ing and appreciated addresses were delivered by Revs. J. F. Scott, G. H. Wagner,
J. A. Snell and M. P. Campbell. The President was appointed collector and a more
energetic and successful one could not be found, and the Society is to be congratulated
vpon having his assistance. The old officers were all re-elected for another year.

J. A. JAMIESON, Secretary.

Tavistock—The Tavistock branch held its annual meeting in the Baptist Church,
on the 26th of October, 1898, without the assistance of an agent. A goodly gathering
manifested their interest in the grand ‘work of the Bible Society by their presence. At
the request of Rev. L. Wildfang, President, the Rev. W. S. Walker, the popular pastor
of the church, occupied the chair. Miss Walker sang with pleasing effect, while the
church choir added interest to the meeting by their choice selections of music. Rev.H.
McCulloch, B.A., gave an excellent address or. “The Great Work of Colportage,”
while the Rev. Mr. Johnston, B.A., of Huntingford Parish, spoke very interestingly on
the general work of the Upper Canada Bible Society. This branch is doing a good
work, being well officered and thoroughly organized. The collectors are deserving of
the thanks of the Society for their efficient and self-sacrificing work.

JosepH RICHARDSON, Secretary.

Waldemar, Feb. 10oth—Waldemar Branch Bible Society held its annual meet-
ing Nov. 3oth, 1898. Attendance fair. Officers all in attendance. Meeting was
<pirited and lively. Local talent was chief factor, for the first time, and seemed pleas-
ing to all. Instead of local collectors, & special collection in all the churches was re-
commended, and it was decided to dispense with special agent for next year. This
society is in a prosperous condition. ALEXANDER CLARK, Secretary-Treasurer,
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Brown Dr Price
Bull,l JP
Bull,

Burnham, Dr
tlurwash,
Burwash, Rev ]

Caldwell, William
Campbell, A R
Campbell, Prot J S....
Carlisle, Lincoln
Carswell & Co
Carruthers, Rev S....
Cetto, John

Carty, Miss.....
Caven, Rev Dr
Caven, Dr WP
Chambers, Rev A B....

888338888888 8888888888838

Chown, Rev S D
Clark, Wm Mortimer..
Clubine, W F
Coatsworth, E.........
Cockshutt (Chas) & Co
Cody, Rev H

Copp, John C

Cowan & Co

Cox, George A

Crean,

Crombie, A T
Crompton Corset Co...
Crow, Robert

Crown, T G

Davies, Wa

Davies, Mrs William. ..
Day, Mrs @

Desbarres, Rev T C....
Dewart, Rev Dr
Dewart, H H

Dixon, Mrs Homer....
Doan, R W

Doel, Rev John
Dryden, Hon John....
Dun (R G) & Co
Durand, Charles
Dwight, H P

Dundas, Mrs

Edward, William
Elljot, A ]
Elliot & Co
Emory, Dr

Farrell, Mrs

Fensom Elevator Co...
Flaveile, ] W

Flett, Lowndes & Co..
Foster, C M
Fotheringhsm,Mr& Mrs
Friend

Friends (two)

Friend of the Society..

Galt, Sir Thomas
German, Rev Dr ......
Gerrie, Rev J P

Geikie, Dr W

Gibson, Theron

Gilray, Rev A

Gordom, Dr D Gilbert..
Gordon, A R

888888888

Gordon, | & A

Gordon & Sampson ...

Gooderham, Mrs G, ....

Gooderham, Mrs C H...

Goulding, Geo & Sons..

Gourlay, Winter &..
Leeming.

Gowans, John

Graham. J E,..cc.i0000

Grasett, Dr.

Grasett, Lt.-Col

Gregg,

Greey, _]uhn G

Griffin, Rev Dr....

Gurney Foundry Co..

Gzowski, CS

Gray, Mrs James......

Hagarty, Sir ] H..cco0
Hagarty, J HG
Hamilton, R C
Hansford, J E..........
Harris, Rev Elmore....
Harvie, John .
Hassard, Rev W Rieds
Heintzman & Co.......
Henderson, Rev Dr ...
Henderson, Mrs.......e
Higgins, David..
Hillock. J .

Hincks, Rev W H..
Hine, GA...... ¢ccon00
Hodgins, Th mas
Hodgkin, Mrs Dr
Howitt, Dr W H
Hoyles, N W, QC

Inglis. Rev Wm
Ireland, J O....

JSC

James, CC .

Jardine, A

Jennings, y o
Jonnston & Co (W R)
Jones, Beverley

Jones, Rev Sept .......
Jordan Rev L H

Keay, Rev J A

Kemp Mtg Co

Kent, A & Sons

Kent, B& H B

Kerr, Bull & Rowell....

Kerr, Macdanald, David-
son & Patterson

28e

88 888883888888 838

.
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Kilgour Brothers
Kingsmill, Saunders &

Co
Kingston,
BENON DEIBB. oo cnovonee
Kuhring, Rev G A....

Lailey, Watson & Co..
Lanciey, Rev J E
‘cndlr), E.

Lee, George M ...
Lee, Walter S

Leslie, Joseph ...
Lewis, (Rice) & Son....
Loudon, J S

Lyman Bros & Co
Lytle, T A. & Co

McCuaig, Rev J A
McCausland, _]
McCurdy. Rev Pr of .
MacDonald, Dr A A
MacDonald, John K
MacDonald, John & (u
MacDonald, Mrs John.
MacDonald, Peter Vs
McEwen, Rev John....
Mclntosh, W D
MacKay, Donald....
MacKenzie. Geo A....
McKinley, Rev Wm....
Maclaren, Rev Dr
MclL: mmhm,
Macmurchy,
Macmurchy, Angus....
Mc \lurri"h Coatsworth
& C
Mc I‘.nlsh Rev Dr

Macklem, C.......... "
Mail and Empire Co....
Manly, Rev

Mason, ] Herbert
Mason, A ]

Marks, Mrs.....co00000
Matthews, WD...
Matthews, Hg i
Matthews, S
.\hugh:m, J

Milburn, T, & Co
Miller,

Milligan, Ru Dr..
Millman,

Mills, Mills & Hales....
Milner, Rev ]

Moore, Mrs

Mortimer, Mrs H......
Mortimer, Thomas.,...
Mowat, Fred Evikee
Murray, Mrs.........0t

Nairn, Wm

Nation, WW

Nei', Rev John
Newcomb, O & Co..
Northrop, Lyman & Co

O'Hara, H
O'Meara, Rev TR....

TORONTO SUBSCRIPTIONS

Oak Hall

Ogden, V.r Uzziel
Ogden, Dr W W, .,
Oldright, Dr \\m
Ountario Wind Engine Co
Orr, Wm H

Palmer, L L

Park, James

Parker, Robert

Parker, Rev W R
Parkin, G R .
Parsons, Rev Dr.
Parsons, Mrs .
Patterson, Rev Wm ....
Pearson, W H
Perkins, E J..
Perkins, Ince & Lo. $4
Porter, Dr G D

Potts, Rev.

Powell, Dr N

Pratt, W H

Price, Mrs

Proudfoot, Rev Dr....
Pugsley. J ....

Queen's Hotel, The....
Queen City Oil Cp

ROM..oog0008

Reeve, R A

Reev e, .\lrs_] M
Rennie, Wm

Revell, (F H) Co. .
Richardson, Dr JH....
Ridout, Mrs Percival..
Riordon, ]

Robertson; W J
Robinson, C

Robinson, George
Rodwell, W A Rev ....
Rogers, Elias........
Rogers, Chas, bnn&Co
Rolph, Smith & Co..
Ross, Hon Geo W, ...
Ryrie Brothers

Sanson, Rev Canon....
Soott, Rev E E

Scott, ] G, Q C

Scott, Mrs....
Sentinel, The.
Sheraton

Shortreed, Mrs

Bim MeS oihosieinse .
Smith, Wm H

Stark, Mrs J

Stark, John .. ..
Starr, Rev ]| H,

Steele & Briggs Seed Co
Stewart, Rev

Stewart, Fred ]
Strachan, Mrs,.
Strathy, A G.
Sutherland, Rev Dr..
Swan Brothers

Swan, Mrs.....

Sweeney, Rev Canon.. $;
Sweatnam, M

Taylor, ID J

Taylor, J & J

Temple, Dr J A

Thom, John..

Thomas, Rev

Thomas, Rev H F
Toronto, the BB shoprof.
Toronto Silver Plate Co
Tovell, Rev l.......
Trees, S

Trout, E..

Turnbull,

Turner,

Ve.ls,

W W 000

Waldie, John...

W xlker, David.........
Walker, Dr Holt, ul .
Wallace, Rev Robert.
Wallace, Rev IF H.....
Wallace, Rev O 5 C,
Wallace, Rev W G...
Wanless (] & Co.
Warden, Rev |
Warwick Bros & Rutter
Webb, Harry

Wickson John
Wickson, red
Wilkinson,

Williams, Rev /
Wilson, Lady

Wilson, Charles
Wilson, W

Withrow, Rev
Wishart,

Wood, E

Wood, S C.
Woodhouse, J J

Wy, d Grassett & Dar-

Young, George
Young, _]uhn i
Yuung'

Small sums

SUNDRY DONATIONS
AND SUBSCRIPTIONS
Remitted Direct to the Bible
House, Toronto

Rev J] H Moorehouse,

Rev R Strachan, Brook
Y e

Rev S C Edmunds
Monkton ... 1

Mrs | ‘\Lud(mald Se-

dalia

Rev A C Miles, (,re-.-
more

Mrs John Newton, Lhap-

Col at_public
AT Gregor
Dr W Sloan
Mrs Sloane.
E B Biggar
Rev B Brya
‘lcx Fraser
james G Ro
S J Moore
Mrs French
Mrs Thos H
G F Marter
Rev R P Mc
L. E Embrec
J A Austin
Geo W Wisl
Mrs Wishar
William Ha
Henry Suth
Mr Fenwicl
Rev Chas F
“ S A Dy
J A Ra
WCM
DC H

Lol by Mis:
Coll. ...
Col by \h\s
Col by Miss
lethaig ..
Co' by Miss
Col by Mi

McDiarm



BRANCH SUBSCRIPTION LISTS.

Branch Subscription Lists.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

PARKDALE BRANCH.

Col at public meeting..$15 54 Rev J A Clark W F Mountain
AT Gregory 5 00 Dr Bascomb Wm Hamilton
Dr W Sloane 00 Dr G H Clemens J M Redmond
Mrs Sloane 00 De Hart .... Wm Dean
E B Biggar 5 00 Hugh McMath A S Howe
Rev B § 00 Alex Cadenhead.... .... g‘ames N Shannon
Alex Fraser 5 0) Robert Laidlaw . ..... J Moore
james G Robinson .... 500 | Joseph Norwich Mrs Glen Airston
S J Moore ov Mrs John Inglis Mrs Fountain
Mrs French 200 | BF Knapp Frank Buchanan
Mrs Thos Hook oo M I Sisley . N E A Stevens
G F Marter 0o A Friend J L Bray
Rev R P McKay o Mrs Edwards ......... Geo D Griffin
L E Embree 0o Mrs S F Boyd A Friend ... ..coooves
J A Austin 2 00 Mrs J G Boyce Mr Munro
Geo W Wishart 0o Mrs W Gall A E Peterson 0o
Mrs Wishart y 00 Mrs Craigie H Hockin 0o
William Hall oo | Mrs]J Best...... «.uue 00
Henry Sutherland 00 Mrs A Ritchie Robert Fletcher
Mr Fenwick 00 Mrs Danby 1 00
Rev Chas Fish 00 | Mrs Murray ...cccvne " 00
S A Dyke 00 Robert Latimer........ J J Lockie 1 00
>TIONS A Rankin. . oo | John Morrow Subs under one dollar.. 66 5t
& V C McCuaig.... 1 00 Mr Wingfield........ ' o
> tthe Bible D C Hossack .... 1 oo | RevSSing Total.soosss.suse $189 o5
onto

Lol by Miss bessie Mc- | Small sums .... § 65 Lol by Mrs J W Mache—
Colloovvnsine cavnase Col by Misses McCrime { J W Macfie and wite... $3 oo

Col by Miss Scyntha Lee mon and Olmsted— | Roberr Lotan

Col by Miss Annie Sch- | Major T A Walker.... 100 DCB
leihaig Small sums ............ 225 | William Boyd

Co' by Miss Bel'e Lang : Col by Misses O and C | DrL Hyttenrauch ....

Col by Miss Catharine Shaver— Rev C Bartrop and J A
McDiarmid J A Shaver Hughes ..... . .
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Kilgour Brothers .....
Kingsmill, Saunders &

BB vao o 0
Kingston, FW......
Kool Migs.. . 0000004
Kuhring, Rev G A....

Lailey, Watson & Co...
Lancley, Rev JE......
Leadley, E .
Lee, George M ...
Lee, Walter S
Leslie, Joseph .
esrial {ulit

worthrop, Lyman & Co ‘; oo

OHara, H ......600000
O'Meara, Rev TR....

OakHall,i.oocoinveonne

Ogden, Vir Uzzi
Owden, Dr W W, .,

Oldright, Dr Wm......
Oantario Wind Engine Co
e Wl Mosissnsivece

PR, oo s osne
Palmer, L L

Park, James

Parker, Robert ........

Parker, Rev W P

b L LPL N

Strachan, Mrs.........

Strathy, A G......
Sutherland, Rev D
Swan Brothers....

Swan, Mrs.....

Peere

-

TORONTO SUBSCRIPTIONS

00
00
00
00
[ele]

00

0o
00

888838

Sweeney, Rev Canon.. $i

Sweatnam, M.......... 2
|
i Taglor, D Joceososcnnss 1
| Taylor, J&J cceci000ee 80
|* Temple, Dr JA........ 1 oo
| Thom, Johni...cocovee. 2
Thomas, Rev Dr...... '
Thomas, Rev HF...... 1

50
00
)

Toronto, the B shoprof. 5 oo

{  Toronto Silver Plate Co
| & At

| e macaonald, Se-

SREE. L e chrviep sl
| Rev A C Miles, Cree-
O P PPl R A
Mrs John Newton, Chap-
BRI a5idnessenid iieke

AILS,
Col by Misse
lieand Cha
Alex McLell;
Jas Rosser
Mrs Margar
Rev Mr Bau
Mrs Anders
E Chapman
Ed S Wylli
Small sums
Col by Mis

Andrew ar
D Willie
Dr Stewart
Small sums
Col by Misse

aind McN:
Mr Hogartl
Smazll sums

Col by Miss
and Easto
Donald Mc]
Small sums
Col by Mis
Andrew :

sOn
Rev Mr Die
Small sums
Col by M
marsh ane

Total .~

AL

Col at publ
Col by M
Weaver
Coulson
Col by M
Van Sickl
Sharp...

Total ..

Al

Col at publ
Col by Miss
GOlS, 550 a4

3 8

leihaig ..
Co' by Mi
Col by Mi
McDiarm




...... 2 co
..... 1 00
...... § %0
...... 1 00
2 5
..... 1 00
------ I 00
peof. 5 oo
teCo 1
d, de-
..... 1 00
Cree-
....... 6 50
,Chap-
ssiens 300

AILSA CRAIG.

Col by Misses F B Wyl-
lieand Chapman—

Alex McLellan ......... $4 00
Jas Rosser ..... «.ouee 1 00
Mrs Margaret Stewart. 2 oo
Rev Mr Baugh........ 1 00
Mrs Anderson......... 2 @0
E Chapman ....ce0vves 1 00
Ed S Wyllie ...cooeeeee 1 oo
Small SUMS....ovveennn 1 as

Col by Misses R Mc-
Andrew and J Stewart —

DWyllle oococtssnonae 2 >0
Dr Stewart......cee0ue 1 00
Small sums.... ......e0 4 1§

Col by Misses A Garden
and McNaughton—
Mr Huegarth.....co000e 1 00
Small sums..........00 5 55
Col by Misses Edwards
and Easton—
Donald McNaughton.. 1 00
Small sums..... ...... 3 92
Col by Misses R Mec-
Andrew and Thomp-

son—

Rev Mr Diehl.......... 1 00
Small sums......coo000e 3 5§
Col by Misses Hind
marsh and Dorman . 7 85
Totlaseasossosonee $54 27
ALBERTON.

Col at public meeting..$ 1 65

Col by Misses Maud
Weaver and Neliie
RN v s 10 e

Col by Misses Zelma
Van Sickle and Annie
Sharp....coeeserennne 50

Total...oov coconse $11 99
ALDBORO.

Col at public meeting.. $3 8o
Col bv Miss Bessie Mc-

Colby Miss Scyntha Lee 2 75

Col by Miss Annie Sch-
leihaig

Co' by Miss Bel'e Lang 3 oo

Col by Miss Catharine

McDiarmid ....ovvens

BRANCH SUBSCRIPTION LISTS.

Branch Subscription Lists.

Col by Miss A ugie Hav-

o PRI B $2 45
Cash extra per Treas 75
Totalecocosecoseses $20 o0
ALTON,

Col at public mrenng Sl
Mrs L. L McClellan.. 1 oo
ames Cameron........ 1 00
CRussell ......co00e 1 00
Small sums.......oveus 17 00
Remitted per agent.... 1 50
Totoh,sisecevanini $22 85

AMHERSTBURG.

Col bv Misses Florey
and Eva Bailey—

Cuddy Falls Co........ $1 oo
BRI i sinassins 1 00
S McGee..coiovsaorsees 1 00
Capt Trotter.......... 1 00
Small sums............

Col by Misses Josie Auld
and Josie Patton—

Rev Tromas Nattress.. 1 oo
George Gott........... 1 00
Small sums............ 3 70

Col by Misses
Honor and Annie Bai-
ley—
Small sums............ 415§
Col by Misses Vic John-
son and Kate Middle-
ton—

Small sums.... ....... 178
Lol civivvisenvs $a1 oo
ANCASTER.

1808
Col at public meetms.. $2 40
Col by Misses Brandon

and Middleton—

Dr Brandon..... -.ees 1 00
B W Donnelly****..... 1 00
Smallsums ..... ...... 5 65

Col by Misses McCrime
mon and Olmatod—

Major T A Walker.... 1 oo

Small sums .

Col by Misses O and C
Shaver—

JAShaver..........v..

Mrs J A Shaver........ $1 0o
Small sums ............ 7 20
Col by Misses English
and AImas. . .c,ces00 2 10
ToAMossvaissneens $24 60
1899

Col at public mecting.. $5 60
Col by Misses Brandon

and Middleton —

Small sums............ 3 8
Dr John Branden...... 1 0>
Edward Henderson. ... 1 oo
Rev D H Hodges...... 100
Dr G D Farmer........ 1o
R W Donnelly......... 100
Mrs D Chalmers .... 1 00

Col by Misses Enghsh
and Blain—

Small sums 73
Mr Lyons...... 1 00
Col b) Miss O Shaver—
Small sums............ 4 90
Mrs J A Shaver........ 1 00
J A Shaver............ 1 00
Col by Misses Parker
and Farmer—
Small sums............ 175
Miss Hyslop........... 1 00
Col by \hx\x.s Whitfield
and Hughes—
Small sums............ 1 30
TR o sinarshens $29 10
ANGUS.
Col at public meeting.. $ o6
Neil S McEachern. ... 1 00
Smallsums col by Misses
TarBush and Shaw.. 85
Sm'\ll sums col by Misses
McKeqger and Walkin-
ShAW v.evserscnncnne 1 60
Total..ccoovsvosese $4 41
APPIN,

Col by Mrs ] W Macfie—

J W Macfie and wite... $3 oo
Robert Lotan.......... 2 00
D C Black:.cc.cooeave 1 00
William Boyd.......... 1 00
Dr L. Hyttenrauch . 1 00
Rev C Bartrop and ] ‘A
Hughes ..... . . 1 00
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Rev A Henderson and C

K Willmott ......... 1 00
John and Maud Macfie. 1 oo
J H Kinder ani C M

Macfie 1 00
Small sums.......co0.e 4 00
Col by James Lotan—

H McFarlane.......... 1 00
John P Corneil........ 1 00
T B Irwin.. 1 00

Lotan Bros and Sister. 1 25
E Ash and C Carruthers 1 00
A _]ohn&.n and Joseph

Lotan ....... 1 0O
J De\lm and J Fletcher 1 00
Small sums.......co0es 1 85
Col by H H McAlpine—

C and D McCallum.. 1 00
Mrs McDonald and _] ‘A

Murray...ooooeneses 1 00
M Gailraith and J D

McColl ...ovvivennenns 1 00
Small sums......coeeee 75
Col by C Strachan—

George Hughes. . 1 00
C Strachan and A Eddie 1 wo
Small sums............ 3
Col by H Murray—

D C Murray...cooeeee 1 00
Miss C \hih!tcr and

P Ferguson.... 1 25
J Mclntyre and D Me-

Murphy ....ooveeeees 1 00
Small sums.......co0ue 3 §0
Col by R Webster—

Robert Webster........ 1 o0
Augus Campbell 1 00
Mrs Mc Arthur and Mrs

McDonald . I 0O

Small sums.....cooeees 4 0§
BO cosivivionces $45 20

ARKWRIGHT AND MT.
HCPE
Col at public meeting.. $ 79
Col by Misses Crawtord
and Peacock.

...... £ 20
Col by Misses Dix and
TOMPIS o §eioisosives 5 50
Total..cooc0vnace $11 49
ARMOW,
Col at public meeting.. $a 20
Bal from last year...... 6
A J Campbell.......... 1 co
Duncan Campbell...... 1 00
Forbes Roverison...... 1 00
R B Campbell....... « 100
Amounts less than one
dollar......co0000enee 18 95

ASHFIELD.

ohn Douglas.
fary Douglas ....
Rod Douglas..
Chas Stewart.........
Chas McLennan....... 1
D N McGregor A 1
Malcolm McLennan.... 1 00

I

i

1

Murdock McGiegor....
Alex McGregor R
Donald McMurchy....

M C McKenzie ........ 1 00
John C McKenzie .... 1 0o
Donald Boyd.......... 100
Eb Armstrong ........ 2 00
John Armstrong....... 1 00
F D McLennan ses BN
Finlay McDonald...... 1 00
John K McDonald..... 1 o0
Donald McLennan.. 1 00
Donalc McLeanan, Jl’ 1 00
Hugh Chalmers........ 1 00
Mrs Wm Matheson.... 1 00
John McKenzie........ I 00
DT McKenzie........ 1 00
Mrs. Miller.. sesee 00
Donald Cameron...... 1 00
Charles McKenzie..... 1 00
Small sums............ 48 o1
Total..... sesccsces®yy O
ATWOOD,

Col at public meetiug .. $1 55
Col by MissHarvey and

Miss Robersson—
Mrs | Rogers.......... 1 00
B W Zeaman,.. 1 00
W R Erskine.. 1 00
John Graham..... os 50O
Rev Mr McLeod.. 1 00
J J Johnson....... Reses 500
J W McBain ... . 100
SHBIl SR issessioe 14 1§
Col by Misses Hamilton

and Turnbull—
JA Tumbull ....coc00 1 00
J B Hamilton, Senr.... 1 00
W D Angus.......... 1 00
Mrs A Lawlaw 1 00
Soall SUMB. s ss0s0000 6 25
Col by J A Turnbull and

John Graham—
N S McLaughlin ...... 1 00
Small rums .......... 10 30
Col by Misess Hame-

mond and Wilson—
Small sums....... 4 35
Col by Misses W ilson

and Ste.enson—
Small sums........... 5 2§
Col by Wm Little and
James Vipend—

William Little ........ 1 00
James Dickson........ 1 00
Samuel ‘VlcCalhnter 1 00
SUA sUMB. . .coiccvess 8

8o BRANCH SUBSCRIPTION LISTS.

Col by Misses Shearer
and Turnbull—
Small sums............ $s5 3

AURORA

Col at public meeting—

At Aurora. .$10 75
At Wesley T R
At King mission.. 1 55

Col by Miss A C larkson 1 20
Col by Miss M M Young
at Wesley—

Wm Richardson .. . 100
Small sums ... 310
Col by Miss E E l‘,v ans

at Wesley...o.... 5 10
Colby Miss N \lLLL\‘d—'
Chas Webster ........ 100
Small sums............ 2 0§
Col by Misses Wells

and Norman ... 3 35

Col by Mrs W Watson
and Mrs F ] Watson

Mrs Roswel ........ . ao00
Wm Norman .......... 1 00
MeBRARE ccsvinnsiiniss 10D
H W Fhury ..coco00es 1 00
Small sums............ 1 55

Col by Mrs l’hxlhp~ and
Miss Roswell—

PE Yorkeicscossvionee, 300
Miss Baldwin.......... 1 00
Miss Rowswell ........ 1 00
Small sums..........ue 6 30

Col by Misses Thorpe C
Petch and Kendall—

Jacob Anderson........ 200
Small sums...........0 190
Subs‘criplion E F Cop-
1 00
Col b) ‘Misses Davis and
\,happell at King Mis-
sion—
Robert Copson ........ 2 00
Alfred Copson ........ 1 00
Small sums........ 6 oo
Col by Misses E Petch
and D Holder—
A Yule .. . fsahe 2 08
Small sums............ 19§
Other subscription ... 50
Total...coovvenenns $75 41

AVENING & GLENCAIRN,

Col at public meeting.. 4 42
Mrs Robert Murray.. 1 00
George Swtherland .... 100
M N Stephens,... WiSE T
Mrs M N Stephens.... 1 e0
M W Stephens, Jun.... 1 o0
Small sums............ - 30

R PN A A $20 72

L (

AYR.

‘ol at pnhm meetir

| by David Browi
Richard Baxter....
Mrs Douglas Lillico
Henry l avi dson

ar Lillico, Sen
)¢ s Lillico, S
Lallico..
illico
Ds WhHoveoons
Sma ns
C Messes V
and Lockie—
Small cesene
Col by Misses Cocl
and Transom
\,Allm MBivss
Col by Misses l\mhl
,m.f Manson-
Small sums....
John Mans. .
Thomas la\tnu

Col by Misses Alex:
and McMillan

Rev John Thomp:

Mrs W D Watsor

-”1‘ '!\ \.-ll)

Small sums

Lol OV Misses |
and Morton—

Small sums

Col by Misses G
nd Rogers

Rovert Guthrie.

\m.l SUmS. ..
Col by Misses Ge:
and Scott
Small sums..
Col by Misses Mc D
and Edgar-
Small sums o
Col by Misses Donz
and Meldrum
Mrs Meldrum
M Robson
Mrs R Lillico.....
Mrs Goldie
Wm Olivers .....
Small sums ...
\nl by Mrs hru
John Goldie
Small sums....

merald S School

Total........
AYTO!
Col at public mee
Col by Misses
Redding and &
Stephens
A Wenzer .......
O Danum........
Small sums ......

G



LENCAIRN.,

ting . .
ay. .

BRANCH SUBSCRIPTION LISTS.

AYR.

Col at public meeting.. $1

Col by David Brown—

Richard Baxter

Mrs Douglas Lillico..

Henry Davidson .

Lillico, Sen
Lillico, Sen

Alexander Lallico...

James
Tohn Lillico

Small sums

Col by Messes Welsh

v Misses Cochrane
T ransom—

Small sums

Col by Misses Richmond
and Manson—

Small sums

John Mans

Thomas Easton

Col by Misses Alexander
and McMillan

Rev John Thompson..

Mrs W D Watson....

Miss McNab

Small sums.........

Col by Misses Hogg
and Morton—

Small sums. ... .

Col bv Misses Guthrie
snd Rogers

Rovert Guthrie

Small sums

Col by Misses Gemmell
and Scott-

Small sums..... ..

Col by Misses McDonald
and Edgar-

Small sums....coo0.uun

Col by Misses Donaldson
and Meldrum

Mrs Meldrum.

M Robson

Mrs R Lillico

Mrs Goldie

Wm Olivers

Small sums

Col by Mrs Grey—

John Goldie.

Small sums....

Emerald S School......

Col at public meeting.. $5 16

Col by Misses Luella
Redding and Adeline
Stephens —

A Wenzer ....co0000 000

O Danum........ Sseses

Small sums ..... sessese

G

Col by Misses Emma
Filsinger and Minnie
Wenger—

N Wenger .......

N H Ryan

Dr McLean o

Small sums o5

From Alsfeldt..

$28 8o

BALTIMORE.

Rev JF Mears ........ $5 oo
Rev R F Hunter 5 00
H G Murray 1 00
Robert Hewitt ........ 4 00
D S Haig 5. 308
Barnev Jaques.