Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the hest original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any ~
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

D Cover title missing/

Le titre de couverture mangue
Coloured maps/

Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink li.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de !a marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d'une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmeées.

0 RREODOO

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplémentaires:

L’Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il

lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuver:t modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans 1a méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

E' Pages damaged/
| Pages endommageées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Paces détachées

@ Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/
Qualite inégale de I'impression

L-Continuous pagination/
[

Pagination continue
D Includes index({es)/
Comprend ur (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de t'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X X 26X 30x

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



THE CANADIAN
Wnited Preshyterinn Flagazine,

Vor. VIIL.] TORONTO, AUGUST, 1861. [No. 8.

FrEiscelinneous Fviicles,

THE MAGAZINE.

When amnouncing the retirement of the late Editor in our June
number, it was mentioned that some were of opinion that two period-
icals ought to be maintained in the Church. Since then we have
been requested to continue the publication of the Magazine, and not
allow its career to close with the present year. It is true the Synod
has given its sanction to another periodical as the organ of the Church,
but this Magazine, while endeavouring to promote the interests of the
U.P. Church, never was, and never aspired to be the official organ
of that Church.

The recognition of any Magazine as the official mouth-piece of a
public body, is often of advantage in enabling it to supply accurate in-
tormation gleaned from sources not open to an independent journal,
and also in a pecuniary point of view ; but such a recognition has also
its disadvantages. The support of the powers that be is apt to feiter,
and to prevent freedom of discussion. The editor may have very
strong private opinious on many questions, but he has always to hear
in mind that it is his duty to give utterance, not to the views of one
man, but of the whole body on behalf of which he speaks. He dare
not, on many occasions, express his real sentiments, and must remain
silent. In this way many important questions are apt to be either
ignored altogether, or spoken of in a hesitating manner. It is chiefly
in this view of the case, that we are inclined to entertain with favor
the request to continue our labors. There are many questions of
vital importance to the cause of truth and righteousness, upon which
open and plain speaking is necessary, but to the discussion of which
the pages of an official organ are not likely to be open. Some of

these questions are already occupying public atteation, and several
Vor. VIIL Q
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others bid fair to do so at no distant day, and all of them are such as
will require clear heads and stout learts to grapple with them. These
are not the days for sitting silent and indifferent as regards the land.
marks of truth and error, or for giving forth an uncertain sound ; but
days in which it behoves every man who has the cause of truth at
heart, to speak boldly and fearlessly in its defence.

The United Church can, we think, easily maintain two periodicals,
and perhaps it will be of advantage to have two, one for intelligence
and one for discussion. Before, however, resolving on the continua-
tion of the Magazine, it is necessary to ascertain how far it is likely to
receive support in future. The course to be followed will depend
entirely upon that point being satisfactorily settled. At present, we
believe, the Magazine is paying its way, and of course, it is only by
about the same number of subscribers continuing their subscriptions,
that it can be expected to do so in future. It cannot continue to be
published if the doing so will entail loss. Ifit should be resolved to
continue the Magazine, it will be devoted chiefly to promoting the
interests of the United Church, but will also supply information
respecting Missions and other Churches.

Since the retirement of the late editor, it has been conducted en-
tirely by laymen, members of the Church, and it will, if its existence
is prolonged, continue to be under their eare, while no effort will be
spared to secure varicd and vigorous articles for its pages, and so
render it.worthy of support.

THE LATE REV. JOHON CASSIE, M.A.

In April last, the Church had to mourn the loss of a venerable
Father Since then, death has paid another visit, and removed, in a
very sudden manner, the Rev. John Cassie, of Port Hope,—an able
and highly respected minister,—one of the pioneers of the U. P.
Church in this Province.

The Rev. Mr. Cassie was a native of Peterhead, Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, and was educated at the University of Aberdeen, which he
entered at an early age. During his college course, he occupied a
highly respectable position in the various classes,—especially in the
department of Mathematics, in which he took honours; and at the
close of his curriculum, he received the degree of M.A.

In 1828 or 1829, he entered the Divinity Hall of the United Seces-
sion Church, and, after passing through the regular course of study,
received license as & Probationer. JYu November, 1834, he came to
this Province as a Missionary from the Church in Scotland ; and in
March, 1835, was-incducted to the pastoral charge of the Congrega-
tion at Port-Hope, .

In the early part of the present year, feeling his strength. failing,
he tendered the resignation of his charge, which was accepted by the
Presbytery of Durham, and a member of Presbytery was.appointed
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to preach the pulpit vacant, on the 16th June. On that day, Mr.
Cassie, in his ordinary health, preached at Perry Town and Oakhill,
On the 18th, he suffered from a pain which had for a length of time
indicated disease of the heart. On the 19th, fecling better, he was
in his garden about six o’clock in the morning, when, after speaking
in his usual cheerful manner to a person passing to his work, he was
seen to fall, and in a few wminutes, without turther consciousness
and without a struggle, his spirit passed away.

On the Sabbath after his death, the Rev. Dr. Thornton, of Whitby,
preached to the sorrowing congregation, from Phil. i. 21, For me
to liveis Christ, and to die is gain.”

Dr. Thornton being better qualified from his long -intimacy with
Mr. Cassie, to form a correct estimate of his character and worth
than we are, we have much pleasure in giving the following extract
from his sermon :—

««If then Christ is the believer’s life, and if dying in Zim be gain,
how happy and how desirable must it be to be connected with Him
by a living faithi ! for the union cannot be dissolved by death, and
notling beyond the grave can separate between them and Him,
Death breaks up all carthly relations, but effects no change in the
relationshiip between Christ and them that are His. He continues
to be the Head, and they the living members. Although the dust
of the saint appears to lie neglected in the grave, yet even there it
sleeps in Jesus; and this apostie assures us, that ¢ them that sleep in
Jesus, will God bring with him.” In prospeet then of that eternal
gain which believers shall ere long reap, they may with holy con-
fidence even now join in the triumphant shout, ¢O Death, where is
thy sting? O Grave, where is thy victory ? The sting of death is
sin ; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God who
giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.

« Again, if death is the believer’s gain, it is not only foolish but
sinful for those bereaved of Christian friends to indulge in incon-
solable grief. The bitterness of deathiswith these loved ones past,
and happiness is their inalienable portion. Their gain is permanent:
and surely genuine love cannot wish them back again to a scene of
such manifold afflictions,—afllictions never ‘joyous but grievous.’
And to those here, bereaved of an earthly companion and head, a
faithful friend, or a beloved pastor, I would address the counsel, —
¢Be ye followers of them who, through faith and patience, inherit
the promises.’

T have selected the interesting theme from which I now address
you, from a conviction that is specially applicable fo our present
circumstances, and peculiarly so in regard to Aén who had been so
recently, and in a manner,t s staitling, removed from your midst.

“ No one, I think; coula fnow your late pdstor as a man, still less
as a minister; and fail to be convinced-that it was at unce his dim and
‘his experience to * live to Christ.,> Christ he uniformly and earnest-
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ly preached ; Christ he copied, ang I doubt not, could say with the-
apostle,—* The life which T live in the flesh, I live by the faith.of the
Son of God.” Most jealously do I wish to avoid giving expression
to asingle sentiment which could be supposed to savour of flattery in
regard to one who has now passed into the eternal world. Anything
apart from ‘words of truth and soberness,” would be most unbecoming-
this place, offensive in the sight of Giod, abhorrent to my own heart,
and would miserably contrast with the well known single-mindedness.
of the deceased. But being, in divine providence, called to improve,
as best I can, this startling but instructive dispensation, I am re-
minded, as suitable to you, of the words of Paul to the Hebrews,—-
‘ Remember those who have spoken to you the word of God; whose
faith follow, considering the end of their conversation ; Jesus Christ,.
the same yesterday, to-day, and forever.’ And with the view of
prompting you to compliance with this counsel, I venture briefly to-
refer to the character and ministry of our lamented friend. Having
become acquainted with him as a fellow-student in the Divinity
Hall, in our fatherland, and been on terms of intimacy and confidence
in this country, for over twenty-six years, I feel not only at libexrty
to speak with some confidence in reference to him, but impelled in.
duty tostate that I have never been acquainted with one in whom
there was so much to love, and such absence of unamiable features
of character. Noris my conviction singular; for even in his youth
he was not unfrequently styled, by such of us as knew him best,.
¢ Nathaniel,” in preference to his own proper designation.
“There was with him a rare commingling of characteristies fitted
to gain for him the respect and love of all classes ; unswerving in-~
tegrity and firmness of holy purpose; diffidence and child-like
humility ; and a most genial, kindly disposition. Relying little upon,
and possessing little of worldly wisdom, he had, nevertheless, with
all his quietness of demeanour, a large amount of that Christian
sagacity, prudence, and shrewdness so essential to a minister’s
gteering Iis course safely and lovingly among a multitude of divers.
tempers, views, and predilections.  While he was ever ready to
Hrown down the slightest approach to impropriety in word or action,
he himself most successfully cultivated ¢whatsoever things are pure,.
and lovely, and of good report.’ With a heart full of amability and.
kindness, and ever exhibiting great disinterestedness in seeking the
good of others, to know him was to love him. I do not mean to say
that he was perfect; the bare suggestion would have shocked his
own sensitive mind. He had failings, doubtless, and also many
peculiarities strongly marked ; but of him the sentiment of the poet
may be truly affirmed, that
¢Even his failings leant to virtugs side.’
¢« All who knew him will, I think, concw f"with me in saying that.
few indeed are to be found so uniformly ¢Dblameless and harmnless,
a child of God without rebuke.” And this much 1 say, because Lam
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convinced that whatever excellency of natural disposition he might
possess, the comparative absence of blemishes was owing to his
having ¢ put on Christ.” It was the copying of this pattern that
made him so peculiarly guileless. Tew were ever more ready to
say,—¢ By the grace of God I am what L am.’ Think of him as
bearing Christ’s image and be attracted to the Master that you too
may ¢ learn of him.’

“Were T called to select a Scriptural motto as characteristic of
his ministry, I know of nothing which would come so near the truth
as this of the apostle Paul,—‘We preach not ourselves but Christ
Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake.” And
were I to deseribe in Seriptural phrase his peséoral character, it
would be in the words of the same apostle,—* Not in fleshly wisdom,
but in simplicity and Godly sineerity, we have had our conversation
in the world, and more especially to youward.’

¢ And now, my friends, I have to remind you who have so long en-
joyed the ministry of your late pastor, that ‘God requireth that which
s past”’ It is much given, and hence much to be responsible for, to
have the gospel faithfully and purely preached ; but it is still more, to
have the gospel illustrated and enforced by its holy and inviting influ-
ence, in the conversation of the minister. Few privileges, indeed, can
equal in importance that of enjoying, through many long years, a
minister who not only faithfully declares the truth as it is in Jesus,
but proves ‘an cnsample to the flock,” an ‘epistle of Christ.” And
who could not read,—who did not, as it were, instinctively read,—in
your late pastor, such an epistle. LEven the enemics of the truth could
scarcely, I should think, have been his enemies.

“Let the reeollection of the untiring earnestness with which he
sought your good, stimulate you to follow his footsteps, by seeking
“every one his neighbours’ good unto edification,” and by seeking
unitedly the good of the congregation. ¢Pray for the peace of
Jerusalem.” Oh! think what reproach it would be to the cause of Christ
—what diseredit to yourselves, who have so long enjoyed the gospel,
and had it so lovingly exemplified—should you ever allow envy and
strife, misunderstandings and alienations, to prevail among you. Seck,
on the contrary, to shew that you have not only been taught as it
is in Jesus, but learnt also of the Great Teacher himself to exercise
continually that ¢love which is the fulfilling of the law. Scek at
once to exhibit and experience ‘how good and pleasant a thing it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity.’ Believers in Jesus, I would
urge you Zo go_forward. Copy, in so far as he copied Christ, bim who
has so long instructed, counselled, and encouraged you. As we have
‘secn that he exemplified the former part of our text, living o Christ,
so I have no doubt that, if his voice could this day be heard in our
midst, it would be in confirmation of the latter clause, viz, ©¢o die ts
gain’ TFollow him in the narrow way, animated by the ‘good hope
through grace,’ that you too shall reach the goal, and wear the crown.
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¢ Be ye also ready;” ‘gird up the:loins of your mind, be sober and’
hope unto the end, for the grace that is to be brought unto you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ.’

“T cannot leave this subject without adverting to the circumstances
attending the close of Mr. Cassie’s ministerial labours, as connected
with the peculiarly sudden and unexpected termination of life. While
it came on him in one respect truly ©as a thief in the night,’ in another
it was as if all had been preparing for it. As there was much of com-
pleteness in Chrast in his character, so Providence ordeved that there
should be a peculiar completeness in his finishing up of his ministerial
carcer. Ile was not only allowed to demit his charge of the congre-
gation (whose interests lay very near his heart), in circumstances
which comforted 4im, and which seemed agreeable to all, but to preach
to you thereafter his farewell sermon, to go to Montreal and take part
in the Union he had so long desired ; and still further, it was ordered,
as if in the way of finishing his testimony before leaving for Imman-
uel’s land, he this day week preached once more to the former part of
his charge at Perrytown and Oakhill ; and in the latter place occupied
the self-same pulpit in which, in your old church, he had begun,
twenty-six years ago, his youthful ministry among you. <¢His course’
was now finished, and we believe he kept the faith;’ and on the third
morning thereafter, with appalling suddenness to us but in great kind-
ness to him, came the call, ‘come up hither!’

“¢Servant of God well done!
Praise be thy new employ,

The battle’s fought, the victory’s won,
Rest in thy Saviour's joy.

¢« Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright; for the end of
that mou is peace.”

LETTER FROM A CORRESPUNDENT IN SCOTLAND.

To the Editor of the Canadian U. P. Magazine.
4th July, 1861.

DEean Six,—1 beg to offer yon my sincere congratulations on the Canada
Union lately effected. I trust all parties concerned will have wisdom and
grace to conduct themeelves so that, under God’s blessing, peace and pros-
perity will be enjoyed. You will see from the report of the =cottish U. P.
Synod, that that body unanimously expressed the most cordial good will
toward the new denomination. I have cenversed privately on the subject
with a number of most respectable people, and T find that they are all de-
lighted that a junction has taken place, and anticipate happy results. At the
same time, I have met no one who does not earnestly say, that the most
proper basis of union is just a candidly avowed forbearance respecting the
province of the civil magistrate in matters of religion. Among the United
Presbyterians I think, a union in this country is generally expected and
eagerly desired; but every one seems to feel thatthe time has not come. In
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fact the position so nobly occupied by the U.P. Church is a considerable
obstacle. Forbearance respecting non-essential points is clearly the reason-
able, houest, sound, scriptural principle. De rebus non necessuriis libertas,
ag the good old father said. But then, to go together on that principie would
not be union, but absorption. It would just be joining the U. P. Church.

Unless I greatly deceive myself, the standing of the U.P. Church in this
country has decidedly improved within these few years, The number of
congregations is not much increased, nor am 1 aware that their membership
is greatly augmented; but there is all the appearance of 2 degree of stability
formerly unknown. The tone of public feeling both within the body and
without, seemns much more strongly in our favor than in days of which I
well recollect. ‘T'he general understanding seems to be that, in our body,
there is sound evangelical doctrine, presented by a reasonably educated
ministry, discipline at least as faithful as is to be found elsewhere, and an
unusually, and in fact characteristically large measure of freedom, all at a
very moderate expense, equitably sustained by the people. The principle,
too, seems to be gaining ground, that every man ought to maintain his own
religion at his own proper cost, or be indebted for it to the charity of his
brethren. 1In ali this, Glasgow took the lead, and, unless I am entirely
miitaken, the enlirhtened portion of the community is fast following in the:
wake. P}

The style of preac.. in the U.P. Church, if T mistake not, has some-
what changed, especially on the part of the young brethren. Th2 sermons
of our good old worthies were stuffed and crammed with pure Marrow and
Bostonian divinity. More wholesome, solid and nutritious food for the soul
has seldomn been exhibited by uninspired men; and giants they became who
regularly and heartily partook of it. But it must be admitted that there was
not much of art in the preparation, and variety and scasoning were rather
wanting. These defects, I think, have considerably disappeared. I have
heard nothing but what was thoroughly cvangelical and also tolerably sub-
stantial. The composition, however, is superior—rhetoric is more biended
with logic; and the character of the whole is, what the moderns call, more
subjective. Thereis a good medium which I hope will be attained.

I was present, in the end of last month at the ordination of Mr. John
Baillie, by the Presbytery of Edinburgh, as a Missionary to Old Calabar.
The services were exceedingly interesting.  Mr. B. goes to join his brother,
the Rev. Zerub, Baillie. 'They are both very superior and really accom-
plished men, well educated, skilled in medicine, and possessed of great
mechanical ingenuity and adroitness. I may mention that the Professor of
Botany in the Univeysity has just read a paper before the Roval Society on
the Calabar poison bean, sent home by the missionaries, and declares it to
be a new species. The very eminent Professor of Materia Medica, unwil-
ling to believe that it was poisonous, ate a little of it, and almost lost his life.

You will be glad to hear that Revival is extending and prevailing. In
many placcs near Edinburgh it is universally allowed that wonderful cffects
have been produced. I know that in Dalkeith and its vicinily numerous
meetings have been held, and all speak favorably of the results; though
complaints also are made that ministers are not duly recognised, and fears
arc'eniertained that Morisonianism and other heresies are vented. In the
course of this week there have been a number of meetings in the King's
Parks at Edinburgh, both during the day and in the evening. The atten-
dance has been vast, but I am not aware of any very striking results. 1 was
present one evening and heard o number of speakers, Richard Weaver among
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others, Nothing objectionable seemed to be brought forward, and I hope
good was done, though I confess I was not impressed, nor did the general
wmultitude seem to be so. T felt the circumstances to be unfavorable. The
volunteers wore walking past with their muskets, to drill; boys were stand-
ing on their heads; leap-frog and cricket, and all sorts of amusement were
going on; and I really did not think the speaking effective. Nothing struck
me so much as the extreme vociferation on the one hand, and the singularly
common-place character or the matter on the other. Many present probably
needed to be taught the first principles of the oracles of God, but the great
majority had the appearance of being sober, well-informed, serious penple,
T doubt not, however, some were benefitted, and if so, let ns bless the Le.d.

There is great interest felt here in the American contest. People seem
puzzled as to the object of it.  Suppose the Northeners to triumph, what is to
be gained? Are the Southern States to be kept in Union, in spite of their
will, or is the castigation expected to change their will? Tvery one seems
to hope that slave emancipation will be the result. “The effects on the trade
of this country, however, are in the meantime deplorable. Not only is there
apprehension that the supply of cotton:will be interrupted, but the goods
already manufactured cannot be sold, and the stagnation is extreme. The
weather, however, is excellent, and there is at present the prospect of an
carly and abundant harvest.

I passed through a portion of Ircland lately, from Londonderry to Belfast,
and was greatly pleased with all I saw. The people were civil, well dressed,
and apparently industrious and comfortable, I feel bound tu say also, that
1T saw not one beggar. But Ulster is no specimen of [reland.

T was highly gratified to obscrve in the U, P. Magazine for July one of
the papers entitled * Memories of Scottish tcenes and Sabbaths,” which
appearcd in your magazine lately. That was at no suggestion of mine; but
I am sure the editor here would gratify his readers if he would transfer
some more of these exquisite articles of our friend R. Y. A magaziue in the
States had the good sense to appropriate at least one of them, though of
course, only Scotch people could duly estimate and relish it.

I am, &e.

Wevicws of Books.

Truw SABBATH, viewed in the light of Reason, Revelation and Ilistory,
with Sketches of its Literature. By the REV. JAMES GILFILLAN,
Stirling. Crown 8vo., pp. 575. Edinburgh: Andrew Elliot.
1861.

The subject to which’this very respectable volume is devoted, has
for 2 number of years been matter of general and earnest contro-
versy in Scotland and many other countries. The contest, if we
mistake not, has somewhat slackened of late ; but we believe neither
party is prepared to acknowledge a defeat. In fact each claims the
victory.

Prigr to the recent discussion, matters stood very much in this
way : The irreligious part of the community openly and avowedly
disregarded the Sabbath, of course; those uvnder the influence of
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Christian principle, many of them at least, were not very strict in
their observance of the day, but they acknowledged the impropriety
of their conduet To think one’s own thoughts, speak one’s own
words, or perform one’s own actions, during the weekly period
claimed by the Lord as sacred, was generally allowed to be sinful.
Conscience condemned such practice, and it was matter of confession
and repentance. There were, indeed, among professing christians,
and perhaps really pious persous, some who held the views of Dr.
Paley and others, who regarded the first duy of the week under the
Christian dispensation, just as a sovt of holiday, the chief duty of
which was attendance on public worship. Bub these were a small
minority. The religious community at large, conscientiously held
the views set forth m the Shorter Ce.cchism, that ¢ the Sabbath is
to be sanctified by a holy resting all that day, even .rom sueh worldly
employments and recreations as are lawful on other days; and
spending the whole time in the public and private exercises of God’s
worship, exeept s0 n.uch as is to be taken up in the works of neeccs-
sity and merey.”  About twenty years ago, however, when railways
became common, the runmning of Sunday trains was practised ;
when also there was a large importation of theology, doctrinal and
practical, from Germany and other parts of the European continens,
these strict views were called in question, and pronounced antiquated
and superstitious, by many who claimed to be steadfast adherents of
Christianity., They appealed to the Scriptures, and maintained that
the Jewish Sabbath was abolished with the Jewish cconomy, and
that though the Apostles and first Christians did observe the Lord’s
day, yet there is ncthing in the New Testament, nor in any other
authentic and authoritative document trom which it can be concluded
that the observance of that day was directly based on the Fourth
Commandment, or was at all such as that precept of the Decalogue
required. A warm, and withal, a popular discussion ensued. Nota
few learned treatises, on particular aspects of the question, more or
less extensive, were produced ; but there was quite a profusion of
tracts by working men, got up very much under the patronage of
My, Henderson, of Park, who is zealous for the strict observance of
the Sabbath as a religious duty **The Pearl of Days,” and many
others of these small publications, are doubtless of great merit,
especially when their authorship is considered. But though they
have filled a very valuable place, and probably served a highly im-
portant purpose, and are, moreover, deserving of great commendation
as having contributed to the cultivation of talent in humble circum-
stances, yet something of a different stamp was plainly required.
There was room and need for a more erudite, thorough, and compre-
hensive work than the emergency had yet produced. Mr. Gilfillan
has stepped forward, and has, after large, and we should suppose,
lengthened preparation, presented us with the most elaborate and
exhaustive dissertation on the subject which, so far as we know, has
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recently appeared. He has furnished, in fact, quite a monograph ;
and those who know his character and his antecedents, will not need
to be told that he steadfastly contends for keeping the whole day
sacred to the Lord. In his preface, be says he regards it as his
happiness to have been conunected from his earliest days with a class
of whom such observance of the day has been a prominent distine-
tion. He names a number of eminent deceased ministers of the
Secession, friends of his father and himself. zealous observers of the
Sabbath, and says that with them ¢ he had reason to believe it
would be good for him to live and to die.”” He pleads accordingly
for the faith and the practice, at once, of himself, his connections,
and his denomination.

As indicated by the title, the book has an extensive range. The
first portion is entitled, * Sketches of Literature and Countroversies,”
both before the Reformation, and sinece that event to the present
time. The author gives us, first, refevences to the recorded opinions
of the earliest fathers, as well as of contemporary Jews and Pagans.
Here he displays no small research, and the references made must be
highly interesting, especially to those who cultivate that kind of
lore ; but, we must say, they do not scem to us to bear very deci-
sively on the point in question. Many of them are too general to
admit of application either one way or other. When he comes down
to more modern times, he comprehends in his survey not only
Britain, but the continent of Burope, and also the Umted States.
A greaf deal of minute and interesting information is here presented.
Mr. Gilfillan, if we mistake not, excels in history and statisties. A
good deal of what is here brought forward, however, scems to us
somewhat extrancous; but if it does not go far to settle the contro-
versy respecting the Sabbath, it is nevertheless very iustructive and
engaging reading. It demonstrates the painful fact that not only
has the Sabbath been, as it still is, in many places fearfully desecra-
ted, but that the general wickedness that has prevailed has been
awfully great. Thusin Queen Elizabeth’s time, ¢ plays were acted
only on Sundays.” Aylmer, who was Bishop of London, in that
reign, declared * that he would nof, for all the livings he had, put a
poor man out of his living for the fact of adultery.” The ‘ Book
of Sports,” issued in 1618, by James VI., is well known. It pro-
vides that the people ““be not disturbed, letted, or discouraged from
any lawful recreation, such as dancing, either men or women, archery
for men, leaping, vauléing, or any other such harmless recreation,
nor from having May-games, Whitsun-ales, and Morris dances, and
the setting up of May-poles, and other sports therewith used, so as
the same be had in due and convenient time, without impediment or
Iet of divine service.”

The second portion of the work is entitled, « Adaptations and
Advantages of the Sabbagh.” IMere Mr. Gilfillan enters on an
important part of the argument, and brings forward a great variety
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of considerations of which we regret that our space will not permit
us to give the faintest outline. We must content ourselves with
transeribing the titles of the seven chapters into which it is divided,
viz.—“ Relation of the Law of Sacred Rest to the Physical Nature
and Well-being of Man— Adaptation of the Sabbath to the Constitu-
tion and Improvement of the Human Mind—Moral and Religious
Influence of the Sabbath—Econemy of a Weekly Holy Day—Influ-
ence of the Sabbath on the Respectability and Happiness of Indivi~
duals—Domestic Benefits of the Sabbath—Advantages of the
Sabbath to Nations.”

Mr. Gilfillan next proceeds to treat of the *Divine Origin and
Authority of the Sabbath.” Here also he arranges his ideas in seven
chapters, the titles of which are, “Proofs from its Adaptations
and Advantages that the Sabbath is of Divine Origin—The Divine
Institution of the Sabbath at the Creation, and its Observance by
the Patriarchs—The Sabbath Promulgated from Sinai as one of the
Commandments of the Moral Law—The Sabbath under a Change
of Day, a Christian Ordinance and Law—The Duties, of the Sabbath
—Subject Continned—Divine Estimate of the Importance of the
Sabbath.” "We are sorry to be obliged to give only this hasty sum-
mary of so masterly a work. But every one will perceive that of a
discussion such as this, it would be impossible, within any reasonable
limits, to present cven a tolerable analysis. It seems best, there-
fore, just to indicate, in the author’s own words, the general course
he pursues.

The fourth department is entitied “ The Sabbath of History ;*
and here we have six sections,— Traces of Septenary Institutions
among Pagan Nations—The Sabbath of the Lerd in Centuries I-111.
—The Sabbath in Centuries IV-XV.—Subject continued—The
Sabbath of the Reformation—The Sabbath after the Reformation.”

The last great division of the book bears the title *“The Sabbath
Vindicated.” Under this, there arc eight chapters,—* Theories
tried by the Principles of the Divine Government—Theories tried by
Scripture in its Obvious Meaning and General Scope—Theories tried
by Divine Predictions—Proposed Substitutes for the Sabbath—
Tesecration of the Sabbath at ome and Abroad—Causes of Sab-
bath Desecration—Remedies of Sabbatl. Desecration—Concluding
Appeal.” To all whieh is added an “Appendix,” containing
¢ Testimonies on behalf of the Sabbath.”

‘We have been able to make only a very meagre and imperfect
exhibition of the plan of this full and comprehensive treatise. We
hope, however, we have shown enough to awaken in mauny of our
readers a desire thoroughly to exawine it for themsclves. M.
Gilfillan is a writer of quitc a different class from his celebrated
brother in Dundee. The oue cannot be referred to as a specimen of
the other. But while we admire the author of the ©Bards of the
Bible,” we are satisfied that such a volume as this on the Sabbath is
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beyond his ability. We subjoin a few exstracts respecting the
‘¢ Remedies for Sabbath Desecration,” and hope they may be useful
in their detached form : —

“The preaching of the Word by the appointed servants of Christ is perbaps
next to prayer the most important remedy for a desecrated Sabbath. This was
the great instrument by wnich Christianity was established in the world, It was
the chief means of the Reformation. It has done more than any other human
ageney for the conversion of the heathen in our own time. It is the glory of our
land. " It would culighten and bless all nations were it wielded as extensively as
there are human beings. It would still more elevate Christian countries were it
more fully and earnestly employed.  And we have only to examine the doetrines
and spirit of the Apostle Paul to kuow what the true and effectun) preaching of
the gospel is.  His great subject was a crucified Saviour, and he preached well
an:t sucessfully because he believed, felt, prayed. Let a philosopher who knew
human pature well, and had obzerved much, be heard on the kind of preachings
that does good.  His remark has been quoted already, bLut deserves repetition.
“Those,” he says, “who preach faith, or'in other wordsa pure mind, have always
produced a more popular virtue than those who preached good works, or the mere
regulation of outward sets” 1t is not difficult to trace the connexion hetween
right preaching and a sanctific.i Sabbath. Let 2 mau hear and believe the Word of
God, and he immediately feels the value and obligation of the Lord's day, as of
every Christian ordinance. I a person live under a fuithful ministry he learns
more and more of the value and obligation of that institution. To what mainly
does Great Britain owe a Sabbath to sueh an extent honoured by her people, aud
blessing them in veturn with temporal and spiritual good, but to the teachings of
an evangelieal ministry 2 Let it be the endeavour of all who wish well to their
country to have such an instrumentality extended to every part of the land. Itis
a melancholy faet, as we have already seen, that there are multitudes who will
not attend on Divine ordinances in the usual places of worship. In these circum-
stances let us remember, the wise words of Dr. Chalmers, “ the gospel is a message,
not a thing for which the people will come to them, but a thing with which they
must go to the people.”

“ Another mode of diffusing sacred knowledge, and an important pioneer and
auxiliary to the other, is realized in the laboms of misstonaries. Aund they
would, we conceive, still more cfiiciently promote iheir object by being trained
and sent forth as foreign agents are. It 1s delightful to think of what has been
accomplished by those excellent men who are employed in the London City
mission, in inducing Sabbath observance and its associated practices. In the
Reports of the Society it is mentioned that in the course of one year they pre-
vailed on 1914 aduits regularly to attend public worship ; and, in the progress of
another, persuaded 21736 to follow their example. They have, in thousands of
instances, influenced persons to give up their secular work, and families to keep
their shops shut on the Lord’s day. These are only specimens of results of the
same nature which annually attend their exertions.  And yet a much larger field
might be accupied if there were only more abundavt pecuniary means.  Is it not
pawmful in the extreme to reflect that multitudes, by trampling on the laws of God in
our large cities, are eontinually provoking His displeasure, spreading moral and
physieal disease, burdening society, and destroying themselves, when there are so
many able to provide the means of healing; in the fountain, these waters of bitter-
ness ? .

“The press is confessedly an organ of great power in the cause of either truth
or crror, and one therefore of which the fricuds of religion and of the Sabbath
ought largely to avail themselves.  Aund certainly as its earliest was, so its prinei-
pal application ought to be, in the multiplication and circulation of the most
powerful of all writings, the sacred Scriptures  Human writings are imperiect.
There is none of them in which there is uot some defect or wistake. Eunemies
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fasten on these things, But if fault be found with Seripture, it i- *v'thout, cause.
“We question if any person of any class or school ever read the Scriptures
regularly and thoroughly without being or becoming not enly religions but
sensible  aud consistent.” It was the reading of a Bible which originated the
Reformation. And in our days its truths have diffused koowledge, picty, happi-
ness, and civilization amorg men of every character, colour, and clime.  Wherever
they have penetrated, iuman beings have reverently acknowledged the claims of
their Creator on their spirits and bodies, their substance and time. The truth as
it is in Jesus is able to overthrow all errorand evil, and to transform the character
of mankind into the likeness of the Divine nature, It has a commission from its
Author to accomplish this revolution over the whole world, and the commission is
accompanied with His promise of entire success. What, then, is required to its
further victories over sin in every form, isto present to the minds of men the
Word of the Lord, with entire confidence in its mightiness through- God to the
pulling down of strongholds. And that it is still “ quick and powerful” let the
following facts show :—Dr. Carey mentions that two of the most active and useful
native preachers, and several other brethren, had been the fruits of n New Testa-
ment left at n shop, and states also that early in 1813 some Bralmins and persons
of caste, not many miles from Serampore, obtained the knowledge of the truth,
and met for Christian warship on the Lord’s day before they had any intercourse
with the missionaries. simply by reading the Seriptures. These were baptized,
and reportcd that hundreds of their neighbours were convineed of the truth of the
Christian religion, and were kept back from professing it only by the fear of
losing caste, aud its consequences.  Mr. Dudley, in his Analysis of the System of
the Dible Socicty, remarks, that “ a greater regard for the Sabbath and more
general and regular attendance on Divine worship was another and early result of
the Society’s labours, and an evidence that they were not in vain.”  But the circula-
tion of the Seriptures does not supersede the employment of the other publications
for advancing the cause of truth and righteousness, provided they are agreeable to
that supreme standard, and provided especially they set forth and enforee its
doctrines and laws. Every department of knowledge and every sorm of publi-
eation may be rendered tributary to the desigus of Revelation, aud to the confir-
mation and defence of its great discoveries aud lessons. The Reformation was
eminently forwarded by the writings of Luther.  What a blessing to the world
bave been the works of Baxter, Owen, Bunyan, Hervey, Leighton, aud Chalmers !
How potent an instrumentality in our own day has been the publication of tracts !
Nor must the leading truths of Clristianity, prominent though the exhibition of
them ought to be made, be the exclusive subjects of such works. It may be
necessary to single out such a topic as that of the Sabbath for frequent admonition
or oceasionally for full illustration. The lucubrations of Ueylyn rendered imper-
ative the elaborate treatises of Owen aud Baxter. The speculations of Paley and
Whately have demanded the strictures of Dwight, Holden, and Wardlaw. ~Pre-
valent error in opinion, and sin in practice, have called forth the various essays
by ministers and working men, with which the name of Henderson stands so
hionourably associated. .And have these Iaboursbeen in vain? It isstated that the
works of Greenham and Twisse contributed greatly to promote the observance of
ihe Sabbath in their times. The treatises, on the institution, of the seventeenth
century, constitute to this day an armoury of weapons to defeat the continually
reappearing, though frequently demolished, arguments of its enemies. How
much in recent times have the works of Horsley, Edwards, and many others,
corroborated the influcnce of the pulpit. and reassured the courage of the mem-
bers of their respective communions, and of the friends of the Subbath generally,
as well as rolled back the tide of error and evil!

* Oac of the most important agencies for promoting reverence for the Sabbath
aud religion in general, and thus for advancing all the great interests of society,
is lodged in the bands of parents. To them it belongs 1o train up the young in
their earlicst and most susceptible days by instruction, example, and government,
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in the knowledge and practice of all excellence. And not the least effectual of
the means which they ought to employ is the exercise of the authority with which
‘they have been intrusted by the Supreme Ruler. The language of God to Abras
ham is their warrant for making use of this power: * I know him, that be will
command his children and his household after him, and they shall keep the way of
the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the Lord may bring upon Abrabam
that which he hath spoken of him.” Their duty is taught them by a case,
than which nothing in conduct and results can be conceived more unlike the
procedure of the father of the faithful, and its consequences—the case of Eli, who
when his sons made themselves vile restrained them not. Parental negleet is one
of the chief occasions of the ignorance, immorality, and irreligion of a country.
And we may add that there is nothing in which parents are so apt to fail, as in the
exercise of their authority over their offspring. Although all other means were
cmployed, if they are on the one baod too indulgent, or on the other too severe,
what would avail those means? The young will too frequently in such a case
despise the inconsistent teaching and example, or be driven from s path which
‘they are not allowed in their homes to find a way of pleasantness and a path of

eace. I[iqually necessary is the practice of two injunctions if a population is to

e trained to fear God and keep His commandments: *“correct thy son, and he
shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.” *¥Ye fathers,
provoke not your children to wrath; but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.”

“The example of consistent character and deportment is & means of good which
all Christians may employ, aud which every one is capable of appreciating =« well
a8 most prepared to feel and respect. The law of Christ applies to this, as to all
other departnents of duty : “ Let your light so shine before men, that they also
may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” The
exemplary conduct of the humblest person has the most powerful influcuce over
all who have occasion to observe it.  But the power of such example is the greater
that the individual occupies a high standing in the church or in society—such, for
instance; as the cases of a Sir 3. Hale, « Howard, a Wilberforce, and a R. Hall,
all of whom were distinguished by their sacred regard to the Lord’s day. No
apparcot improvement may in some instances be the result in those who witness
the example, but benefit is frequently the obvious, and still more frequently the
actual effect. No good action is lost. It is ever beneficial to bim who performs
it. It is approved by the Judge of all. When seen, it is a witness for Him.
And the influence of the character and the deeds of the good operates in ways
and to an extent, which, whether known or not to them, are incalenlable in their
beneficent amount.  Such men ave the light of the world, the salt of the earth.

« Ellis, in his Polynesian Researches, states that the example of the missionaries
in Tahiti led to the strict and general observance of the Lord’s day by the nation
at large, and that the prevailiog attention to the public worehip of God, and the
exemplary Christian deportment of many of the people, have proved not only
delightful, but beneficial to their visitors ; there being probably many iustances
of good besides, which the revelations of the last day alone will disclose. It
would be well that a similar example were sct by the multitude of our country-
men who visit foreign Jands for other purposes than those of missionary enterprise.
How desirable that they should bear with them the thought, * Thou God seest
me,” and that, constrained by His love, they should spend His day according to
the commandment, and as every Cbristinn delights to do. The following cases
might supply a directory and stimulus: “ This day being Sunday,” writesa Chris-
tian traveller, “ was devoted to repose. The want of religious ordinances is {he
greatest of all privations. May I henceforth duly estimate the privileges of my
native land. We remained all day (Sunday) in Wady Sudr. We had deter-
mined before setting off from Cairo, always to rest on the Christian Sabbath, if
possible ; and during all our journeys in the Holy Land; we-were never compelled
{o break ovér this rule but once. Strange as it may at first seem, these Sabbaths
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in the desert had a peculiar charm, and left upon the miod an impression which
never can be forgotten.”

« Example may operate where its living form was not seen, and far beyond the
sphbere in which it shove. A medical gentleman acknowledged that it was his
reading that Mr. Hey of Leeds arely missed attending the morning and afternoon
service of the chureh, which led him to arrange bis time better, avd follow the
same plan, This oceurred when be was a young man, and he never had altered
the practice. A correspondent of the Record newspaper stated, some years ago,
that the debate in the House of Commons on the Lovd’s-day Bill, and the serious
manner in which it was condueted, bad been noticed in more than one of the
leading newspapers &t Paris, and that ove of them directs the particular attention
of its readers to this part of the British charncter as worthy of imitation. ** Thus,”
the writer justly remarks, * Sir Andrew Agnew and his associates in Parliament
are in reality acting ou all Europe, though apparently only on England and the
sister kingdoms.”

“ When a duty is performed jn cireumstances of strong temptation to an opposite
course, the example has increased claims to our consideration and respeet. It
required no small measure of principle in Wilberforce, when, a Minister of State
baving called on him on some public business on a Sunday, he at once exeused
bimself, saying he would wait upon his Lordship at any hour he might fix the
next day, but he was then going to church; this, too, after he had already attend-
ed the morning service. Still stronger was the temptation of a command,
addressed by a late Xing to an excellent person, still living, to dine with his
Majesty on a Sabbath-day, and the polite declining of the intended honour,
received without offence, did eredit to both the subject and his Prince. But to
act such a part towards one from whom something w: se than displeasure may
be apprebended, 1s to encounter a greater temptation still, and to evince a higher
degree of courage. There were those who buldly refused toread the Book of
Sports from their pulpits in the times of James 1. and Charles 1., though liable
thereby to suspension. Dr. Twisse was one of these faithful men. He even
warned his people against Sabbath profanation. It was to the credit of James
that he gave secret orders not to molest the Doctor. When Charles renewed the
edict, be preached and published on the subject *which produced a powerful
impression in the public mind in favour of the Sabbath.’”

Text Book ror YoutH ; Christian Doctrine. By tue Rev. James
McGreGoRr, Barry. Fourth Thousand. 18mo., p.p. 168.
Edinburgh: Andrew Elliott. 1361.

The author of this neat little volume is a minister of the Free
Church ; a circumstance which we mention as affording considerable
security for the soundness of the doctrines it contains. The estimation
in which it is held is indicated, in no small degree, by the ““thousands”
of copies which have been issued; and we may add as a further testi-
mony, that the author has now been translated to Paisley, a town
which has long been famons for its theology, and which has furnished
to several denominations & larger number of ministers, many of them
eminent, than any other place of its size in Scotland, and which has
also sent forth to the new world not a few distinguished men, such as
Witherspoon, and others of more recent date, who have not only been
influential and successful as ministers, but have immortalised thein-
selves as founders and conductors of colleges for the training of fu-
ture pastors of the church.
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We are informed in the preface, that the book “is intended to serve
w» a manual for grown-up young men and women, heads of families
and teachers of youth; to occupy a middle position between elemen-
tavy catechisms on the one hand, and elaborate theological systems on
the other.” A work of this sort is evidently very much adapted to
the times. TFor the mode of communicating religious instruction has
greatly changed since such institutions as sabbath schools and public
classes were introduced. In the days of our worthy forefathers, the
minister in the pulpit minutely and exactly expounded the seriptures,
and laid himself out to state, illustrate, prove and defend, as well as
apply the simplest principles of our most holy faith. All this has, in
a great measure, passed away. A modern sermon, it is expected, shall
consist of an eloquent, pathetic, impressive, hortatory address, the
preacher elegantly assuming that his hearers were duly instructed in
their youth, and that it would not be treating them respectfully to
turn the church into a school. 'We do not inquire which mode is best.
Extremes on both sides, we should think, are to be avoided. By all
means let the young people be thoroughly indoctrinated, but a little
revision may be useful for the adults. Tt is manifest, however, that
since the mode of teaching the young in classes so extensively pre-
vails, it is of the utmost importance that the duty should be satisfac-
torily performed; and while high qualifications on the part of the
teacher are plainly indispensable, higher we fear than are often pos-
sessed, yeta good text-book is manifestly 2 most important auxil-
iary—highly useful even to a competent master, and most essential to
those who are, we hope, from the best motives, attempting to teach
others, but who, in a great measure, need themselves to be taught
what be the first principles of the oracles of God.

The substitution of such text-books as this for the larger, more
thorough and exhaustive systems and compeunds of former days,
would once have been thought a sad degeneracy. But something
may be said at least in mitigation. Our ancestors were giants in the-
ology. But their strength was not always regulated by skill and pru-
dence. They were often wise beyond what was either written or
soundly reasoned out. It is true wisdom to be “lowly wise.” Tor
withstanding the surges of metaphysical and other learned opposition
which are setting in against divine truth, there seems no sounder rule
than to narrow our positions, that we may fortify them strongly. Our
religion consists mainly in a few great mysterious facts, revealed to us
merely as such, and a few simple common-sense principles, together
with the native practical results of these in the heart and in the life.
We subjoin the following extracts as specimens of Mr. McGregor’s
book, and beg to recommend it to the consideration of our readers,
and in particular to the classes for whom it is specially intended :—

“The Church has no instrument of enforcing her discipline but the Word of

God~The civil wagistrate has the power of the sword, (Rom. xiii.4.) Hebhasa
right to compel his lawful subjeets to obey his Jawful commands, at the peril of
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their goods, their liberties, their lives. This power is plainly necessary to the
well-being and even the existence of civil society. When a subject sets himself
contumaciously agaiust the law, either he must go down or the law must: if the
law be bad, it ought to go down; if the law be just and necessary, the law-breaker
niust go down, or the state is at au end. But no such power 13 necessary to the
being or well-being of the chureb, ag a visible kingdom of Christ. It is inconsis-
tent with the well-being, and with the very nature of that kingdom, (Luke ix.
52-56.) The call of the gospel, all the laws of the gospel church are addressed to
maw’s will, his conscience, his understanding. 1t is only with the will, the under-
standing, the conscience, that they can be obeyed. (Ps. ¢x. 8.) So long as mau’s
will, and uuderstanding, and conscience are open to the receiving and obeying of
the law, no other power than that of the word is necessary. As soon as these
have ceased to be open, as soon as he refuses to obey or *“hear” the chureh, he
has ceased to Le o member of Christ’s visible chureh, and the authority of the
church rule over him is at an end, (Matt. xviii. 17.) Accordingly, the only instru-
ment of church-discipline is the  sword of the spirit,” the Word of God; the
only acts of chureh-discipline permitted by Christ’s law are rebuke, (1 Tim. v. 20,)
or suspension from chureh standing and privileges, (1 Cor. v. 1-5,) or, at the ut-
most, excommuuieation (Matt. xviii. 17) from the visible kingdom. Thus, by the
very constitution of that kingdom, every man is not only free to separate from her,
but separate in fact as soon as he has refused to be bound by God's Word.”

‘“ The Bible bids us live in the present with a view to the future.—In this il coin-
cides with human reason, with human pature. 1t is the nature of man to look
forward, to vegulate his present life with a view to the future. The boy looks
forward to youth, the youth to manhood, the mature man to old age. There is not
a.man so sunk and embruted as to be wholly absorbed in the present. There is
hardly a brute so thoroughly embruted as this: the beaver builds his dam, the
bird builds his nest, the bee hoards its honey, the salmon deposits his spawn, all
dimly looking forward. Wherever there is a spark of instinct—of anything
resembling reason, theve there is in the present a regard to the future. Gog, it 18
true, has no future; all things to Him are an eternal present. But a finite intelli-
gence which Jooks not forward, ceases to be an intelligence, sinks into a thing.”

“ But the Bible bids us look forward to those things spectally which certain
are in the future. There are many thivgs in it, of more or less importauce, whi
are to us uucertain, which we cannot foresee. There are three things of supreme
importance, which are absolutely certain, which every one may confidently ex-
pect as events appointed in his own career. These are included in the compre-
hensive description, our “latter end.” They are included by theologians uader
the head of “the last things.” Absolutely certain, waiting every one of us, are
Deatl, and Judgment, and Eternity. And the Bible bids us live our present life
in the view and expectation of these supreme realities.”

“ This view to the future is wisdom for the present.—There have always been
men who bid us think only of the present; who tell us that to oceupy ourselves
with the future is folly, is to distract our minds from present duties and enjoy-
wments. Not 8o says experience. He is the busiest and happiest school boy who
most steadfastly looks forward to youth ; the busiest and happiest-apprentice who
most steadfustly looks forward to manhood; the busiest and happiest journeyman
who most steadfastly looks forward to old age, and acts accordingly. The buman
virtue of prudence, whose office it is to secure our temporal comfort and welfare,
takes its nature and its very name from “foresight,” looking forward to the future,
and regulming our present dispositions and conduct with a view (o that. So,
also, the Word of God bids us wot obly look upward to things unseen, but for-
ward to things yet to come. and regulate our present dispositions, conduct, life
with a view to these. And it tells us that this view to supreme realities in
the future is one instrument of producing the Divine virtue of wisdom, whose
ways ave ways of pleasantness, whose paths are paths of peace, (Prov. iii. 17,)
which leads us uot merely to temporal comfort and success, but to eternal bliss

Vour. VIIL. R
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and glory. In truth, the due consideration of our “latter end,” of ““the lagt things,’
cannot fail to lead us to the “ wisdom of God,” (1 Cor. i. 24,) must ** shut us up to
the faith ” of Jesus Christ the Saviour. If any man have not believed, it ison this
account, among others, that he has not duly considered Death, Judgment and

Eternity.”

Missionary Entelligence,

TURKEY.,

The political herizon is still dark; but after all, what have we to do with the
concerns of Syrig, so long as God remains on the threne? He will surely govern
Syria still, and govern it well, whatever men may do, or fail to do! We cannot
be too careful in drawing conclusions from what has happened. It is easy to be
mistaken when the whole social fabrie is underg ing radical and violent changes,
yet I think I can discover some very brignt features in the present and pro-
speective condition of this people. There are various tokens for good, which
encourage our hearts, and which we delight to communicate to our friends at home,

A most important step towards religious liberty has just been taken in the
darkest part of Mount Lebanon—that which lies between Beyrout and Tripoli.
The present governor is Yusef Keram—a man born in Eha n (from which place
two American missionaries have been violently expelled)— .ained under French
influence, and, while a rigid Romanist, yet somewhat Europeanised. He differs
from the majority of the Maronites in Syria, in that he has studied the Bible for
‘many years, and it is helieved he has some regard for the Sabbath. He has been
installed in office by Fuad Pasha, and is beginning to exert a wide influence.

A very gratifying fact has just come to our notice in the comse of the new
governor. He has issued an edict to all the Maronite clergy—from the Patriarch
down to the parish priest—absolutely forbidding all future interference on their
part in eivil and political affaire. This undoubtedly originates in a source higher
than Yusef Keram, and, savouring strougly of Napoleonic inspiration, has struck
a deadly blow at priestly dominion in Syria. When the notorious Bishop Tobia,
of Beyrout, read this ediet, he trembled ; and well he might, for there is little
left to the elergy when shorn of their pulitical strength. Their intermeddling in

olitics, and in suits of law among the prople, has well nigh been the ruin of the

and. It has furniched them with the mcuns of opressing the poor, and given
them resistless power in the persecution of inquirers after the truth, Now that
prerogative is gone, we pray that it may never return.

Another fact wortky of note is that the Pope, through the leading Maronite
clergy, has given permission to the people to eat meat in Lent. This is a radical
innovation for Syria. Ten years ago the Maronites would as soon have thought
of denying “he Pope as of violating the great fast. Now it is openly proclaimed
that any one can eat meat who will pay 2d. a day for the privilege!  This procla:
mation has opened the eyes of multitudes. They argue the point with the clergy
and say, < If the violation of the fast be wrong, 2d. eannot make it right ; and 1f
it be right, why pay for the privilege of doing right i’ and thus refuse the money.

The Sabbath congregations in Beyrout and vicinity are larger than usual. A
similar state of things exist at the Aheik and Sidon stations. The Beyrout
Suunday-school numbers 150 scholars, and the interest is increasing. The youth
and children now under Protestant instruction is larger than aver before. In our
day-school are 115 boys and 115 girls-- 230 in all. "In the Orphans’ Home of the
Prussion Protestant Deaconesses there are 122 girls; and in the schoul of Mrs.
Bowen Thompson, 100 girls and 656 women. In addition to these, Miss Watson
has about 20 girls under iostruction, making the whole number daily receiving
Protestant instruction to excced 500. Wauld that we had means to enlarge still
more in this department, now that the Providence of God seems opening the way
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to the entrance of light among the people! but alas! the financial circumstances
of our board warn us Lo retrench, and we fear lest our two most important schools
—the male semivary and the female boarding school—should continue suspended
for an indefinite period.

THE RESULTR OF SIX YEARS' MISSIONARY LABOUR IN MARABH.

Marash is a city of 80,000 inhabitants (one-third of whom are Christinns), and
ig situated at the foot of the svuthern slope of the Taurus Range, The houses are
mostly of sundried brick, and very poor—mud walls, mud floor, tnud roof—and
usually are destitute of all furniture, except a fow pieces of bediing and a few
cooking utensils.

1t was a long time before our helpers could gain a foothold here. At last ten,
and some say thirteen, helpers, one after the other, were either banished or im-
Jprisoned ; and even Dr, Schneider was forbidden by the Pasha to preach. A foot~
hold, however, was at Jast obtained, and the church was organised in December,
1854. Ib these six years what hath God wrought? We have now a substantial
stone church, capable of seating from 1,200 to 1,600 persous, a regular Sabbath
congiegation of from %00 to 1,000, a church of 225 members, six gchools, contain-
ing 850 scholars; and from this point as a centre, light and truth are being
irradiated through all the region around. Would that you could come and see
the grace of God as manifested iv this place!

This winter we have bad a blessed work of grace. It began in December,
when an unusual spirit of prayer was manifested, and many little meetinga for
prayer sprang up over the whole city. Then followed the week of prayer, and
since then some hundred or more individuals have joined our community, and I
think at least fifty have become new creatures in Christ Jesus. I think, could
you koow them, and see them in their homes, you would feel they do, indeed, bear
the image of Christ. They are all poor, earning usually but from five to ten
pence » day, and some 30 poor they have scarce even dry bread enough to .utisfy
hunger ; still every member of the Church feels it to be his duty to give monthly
for some benevolent object: even those who have to sit in the dark for want of a
light, give their five or ten paras.

One of our most profitable, delightful, and chenpest labours, is the teaching the
women io read. Before the Gospel came to Marash, not two women-i.e., Arme-
nian women—could be found able to read ; now 200 Protestant women, aad 50
Armenian and Catholic women, have already learped, or are learning, to read
‘God’s holy Word. Our school boys and girls go morning and evening to the
‘houses, receivingone penny for every twenty lessons, and in this way the good
seed of the Word is heing scattered over the whole city. Three years ago not
three persons in the whole city were acquainted with arithmetic, geography, and
grammar, Now we have large, interesting schools in these branches. May I not
ask that you will often pray for God's people in Marash, and for us, that as
our day is, so our strength may Je?

Such is the testimony of one who has lived and Jaboured among the people he
describes. From another pen we give the impression made upon an experienced
missionary brother, visiting the place:—

This town ie the place where an English Government agent aud his family were
murdered by the Turks, during the war. The people have ever had the reputa-
tion of being exceedingly barbarous and fanatie. Twelve years ago there was
not an openly avowed Protestant in the place; and again and again native
preachers, who were sent here from Aintab, were driven out, beaten, stoned, &e.

Last Sunday, forty new members were added, and I was present and addressed
a congregation of about 1,600 persons. It was a most soulinspiring sight, and I
felt almost like saying, ** Now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace.”

The year before last, by the aid of our Cnurch-building Fund at Constantinople,
the people here ereeted a house of worship, which is now filled with hearers,
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Last Sunday it was erammed full, and ordinarily there are somewhat over a thous-
and hearers, and the number is constantly iucreasing. The people, generally, are
poor. I have visited several of the Protestant families since I cane. Their
houses ave built of earth or sundried brick, and usually consist of one low room,
with the ground for floor, and every appearance of deep poverty. In many of
these houses there are handlooms for weaving cotton cloth, which seems to i)e the
principal business of the place, and they ave very industrious, Stil}, the utmost
that a man can carn in this way, in a day, is from six to ninepence. They gene-
rally live upon course bread and cheap fruit, which is here very abuundant. And
yet this people, in their deep poverty, show a epirit of scif-denial that would be a
worthy example for their fellow Christians in other and more favoured lands.

They contributed to their utmost ability towards building their chureh, the
women sometimes selling some article from their already seanty wardrobe, to aid
in the work., The aid we gave them from Constantinople was by way of loan,.
and they were to pay back 3,000 piastres & year. Last year they exceeded their
promise, and paid 7,000 piastres of the debt to our treasurer. They have also
formed a Jlome Missionary Society among themselves, and with its funds they
send men to the neighbouring villages to preach the Gospel. They also regularly
contribute for the relief of the poor among them, and for other good objects.
During the last year the aggregate amount of money contributed by this poor
people, for various religivus and benevolent objects, was 12,000 piastres, or about
£100 sterling. This is really a very large sum, considering the worldly condition
of the people from whom it came.

It has become quite evident that a new place of worship ought at once to be
erected in another part of the town, to accommodate all who desire to come,
From all present appearances a new congregation, as large as the first, could be
gathered soon, if a new house were erccted. The present church has not yet
been completed for want of funds. The walls are yet unplastered, and the
ground is the only floor; and evidently the people are too poor to undertake to
build another house with their own unaided means.—Evangelical Christendom.

NEW HEBRIDES,

The Rev. Mr. Paton, of the Reformed Presbyterian Cbureb, gives an account of
the trials and perils to which he aod his native assistants are exposed in the
Island of Tana, one of the Southern group in the New Hebrides. He describes
the outbreak of war between the coast aud interior tribes, which he himself
stopped more than onee at great personal risk. He had suffered from repeated
attacks of fever; he even carried the gospel to the inland tribes who bad been
ﬁgl{ting with his own (})eople. The following extract shows to what daongers this
valiant servant of God is exposed. Nothing surely but confidence in the protec-
tion of God could sustain him and his native assistants, apparently so ealmly, in
such a position :~- .

"« About six weeks ago, again our people resolved to kill us all. They said
they hated Jehovah and His worship, as it made them afraid to do as they had
always done; but if I would give up visiting the villages, and talking with them
at worship on Sabbath, they would like me to stop and trade with them, for they
liked the trader, but they hated the worship. T tiied to show them that it was for
the worship exclusively that I had come to Tana, and was among them, and that
I could not give it up, nor yet leave, for I loved them exceedingly and sought
their good continually. One chief who had speut many years in Sidoey, now
spoke for all, and said, ‘Our futhers loved and worshipped the devil, and we are
determined to do so, for we love all the couduct of our fathers. Mr. Turoer
came here and tried to break his worship, but our fathers fought him, and be left;
they fought Peter, a Samoan teacher, aud he tled ; they fought and killed some of
the Samoan teachers on the other side of the Bay, aud their companions fled ; they
killed Vasa, a Samoan teacher, and his companions left; we killed the last
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foreigner that lived on Tana before you came. We fought the Ameiteum teach-
ers and burned their house, and on each oceasion Tana was good, and they all did
ag they liked, and sickness left us. Now all the people are determined to kill
you, for you are destroying our worship and customs, and we all hate Jehovah
and His worship,’ Some chiefs who had spent five years in Sydney, assembled
with a large compaoy of men and said, * The people of Sydney belong to Britain,
and they know what is right and wrong as well as vou, and we have seen them
fishing, cooking food, feasting, and working on Sabbath as on other days. You
donu’t cook your food, but you boil the kettle and make tea on Sabbath, and yet
you say it is wrong for us to prepare our ovens. We have seen the people of
Sydney guilty of conduct which you call bad, and which we love. You are one
only, the people of Sydney are many; so you teach the Tancse lies for worship on
Sabbath.’ By receiving answers to a few questions, I forced them to ccntradiet
themselves so often that the people cried out, ¢ They ave lying ;°* Their word is
crooked;’ < Mese knows best) Then, at my request, they all sat quietly till we
conducted worship with them. A few days after, a number of people acsembled
at our house, and one man attacked me with his axe, but a Kaserumine chief lifted
a spade that stood by, and protected me. Next day a chief followed me for four
hours with his loaded musket, and, though it was often directed to me, God kept
him from executing his purpose. I spoke kindly tohim, and attended to my work
ag usual. A plot was formed to set my house on fire, and kill me in the attempt
to escape, but one of my Aneiteum men made me aware of it, and we frostrated
their purpose. One cvening I was awoke three times by a chief and his party
trying to force the door of our house. They were armed with muskets, and riext
morning it was known all over the hmbour that they had tried to shoot me, but
were unable, as they felt feeble with fear. A few days after, the people of our
nearest village attackead the Aneiteum teacher that lived among them, and a chief
threw his kawas, which the man guarded from bis head, by receiving a deep cut
in his left hand. The chief then sprang upon him with his elub, but the poor
man got out of his hands, and reached the mission-house bleeding and exhausted,
and followed by the howling savages. Hearing the noise, I ran out, and on seeing
me he sat down aund eried, < Mese eseape, and be quick, for they ave all coming to
Lill you, and they have begun with me, for they say they hate Jehovah, and will
kill us all” X dressed his wounds where he sat down, 50 &8 to keep themat a
distance from the house, and after speaking to them, they soon disappeared in the
bush. After keeping bis bed for 2 fortnigil:, the teacher got so far over it that
he is now able to walk about the mission-house, I insisted upon all the chiefs
assembling and punishing the chief who abused the man; but how could they,
for he only acted in accordance with the desire of all. They offered to present
the teacher with & pig and some yams, &e., but I said no, bad conduct must be
punicshed. After three wecks' talking about it, they tried him, and sent a deputs-
tion to inform me that he was under punishment, and that they would like me to
go and speak with them. I went to the village, and spoke to the man and all
assembled, showing how necessary it was that all bad conduct should be punished,
and after receiving many fair promises from the chiefs and the man under punish-
ment, I loosed him.

“ We have succeeded in erecting a school and church in one. It is fifty feet,
by twenty-one feet six. The studs are three feet apart, and fastened into higher
and lower wall-plates by tenon and mortice. The neatroof is supported by three
massy, round wood pillars sunk into the grousd. The wood of the roof extends
about three feet over the wall-plates, so as to form a verandab. It is thatched
with sugar-cane leaf, which was all sewed on reeds about five fect long, with the
1ib of the cocon-nut leaflet, by the wives of the three Aneiteum teachers here,
The reeds, fringed with sugar-cane leaf, are laid on, onc overlapping another
about two inches, and cach made fast to the rafters by tarred twist. For the
present the walls are done with cocon-nut leaf, which will be removed gradually
as I get it plastered. It is not seated as in Scotlaud, the natives being accus-
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tomed to sit on the ground. The floor will be laid with white coral, and covered

with plaited cocoa-nut leaf. The windows will be done with split bamboo, and

had we only twelve or fourteen windows for it such as we brought for our houses,
it would be more comfortable, and a good large bell would add greatly to its
importance in the sight of the natives, The wood was brought here by the Join
Williams, and purchased on Aneiteum with about 130 yards of cloth, and fifty

pairs of trousers, the gift of my late Bible class in Calton, Glasgow. The Tanese

were exceedingly opposed to its erection, being determined that Jehovah should

not have a house among them, and theref re they gave no assistance, but all the

opposition in their power. They call it * the house of Ihova.” Crowds of natives

come daily to see it, it appears so very large compared with their little houses.
It was opened for public worghip last Sabbath morning, but, alas! the opening of

a church excites very little interest here. Owing to the sickuess of a chief, at
whose village many of our people were assembled awaiting his death, we had

only five Tanese men, three women, and three childven present, with the Aneitum
teachers and their wives. The house is free of debt. After the service was
over we visited and conducted worship at ten villages ; but the people were all
unkind, supposing us to be the cause of much fever and sickness that at present.
exist among them, and supposing the chief to be dying from witcheraft exercised
by o neighbouring tribe with whom they wish again to go to war. But we spoke:
Lindly to them and opposed their false notions, and hope they will be friendly

next Sabbath”

“ The following later news shows, however, that light begins to dawn in the
midst of this gross darkness M, Paton had just visited Aneiteun:—

“On my return, I found things in a much better state than I expected, and I
am glad to inform you that there are indications of important changes tairing.
place among this people. Of late, I am sent for to attend the most of their war-
councils and public meetings, and, through the Divine blessiog, my advice is.
generally followed.

“Yesterday, at a great meeting, where the chiefs and many of the people for
eight miles round were present, a party of chiefs were sent for me, and after I.
went, fourteen chiefs addressed the meeting. They all declaved that they bad
done with fighting; that no more were to be killed for witcheraft, as it
is a system of lies ; that they could not make rain, and wind, and food, as they
professed, but that God made everything; that the tale of Tana was done or
dead ; and that this meeting had adopted the ¢ mouth of Missi and the Anei-
teumese ; ” and that if all the banished tribes (the chiefs of which were present)
would return, they would all become worshippers of God, and live in peace for
the future. At this meeting there was not oue to oppose these resolutions, but it
will take time to prove if they are in earnest. However, it gave me great
pleasure to hear their addresses, and to see the kindly feeling that was displayed
by all.—News of the Churches.

Eeclesiastical Notices.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEF ON THEOLOGIOAL EDUCATION.

The Committee on Theological ¥ducation beg respectfully to present the follow-
ing Report:

The opening of the Session of the Divinity Hall took place on Tuesday, 16th-
October,—the Rev. the Moderator of Synod in the chair. With the chairman
there were present of the Comwittee,—Ruv. Dr. Thoraton, Messra. Dick, Torrance, .
King, and Dr. Taylor. After sioging and reading the Secriptures, prayer was
offered up by Mr. Dick, Dr, Taylor read an introductory lecture, and an address
was given from the chair. Mr. Torrance then led in prayer, and the meeting was.
closed with singing and the benediction,
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Ten students gptered the Hall, viz :—Of the fourth year,—Messrs, Peter Good-
fallow, James Milligan, John Turnbull, and Joseph White, B.A. Of the third
year,—Messrs William Thempson Murdoch and William Richardson. Of the
second year—Mr. James Maleolm ; and of the first year,—Messrs. Alexander
Kennedy Baird, William Caven, and James Harley. Satisfactory arraogements
were made with all the students respecting study, during the Session,

The sub-Committee for exmmnination have repoited as foliows :—

“Toroxto, Tth Nov, 1860.—The Lxaminers met. The Rev. Dr. Thornton in
the chair.  Proceeded to estimate the papers given in by the students, and after
careful consideration agreed to arrange the writers of them in the following order
of merit, viz :—Of the foutth yeur,—Mr. Goodfellow, Messrs Milligan and White,
who are bracketed. Of the third year,—Mr. Murdoch, Mr. Richardson. Of the
second year—there being ouly one student, Mr. Maleolm, and consequently no
direct competition. the examiners agreed to declare that they considered his papers
as good Ot the first year,—Mr. Baird, Mr Cuveu, Messrs. Turnbull and Harley
did not enter the Hall till after the examication, but they subsequent!y performed
the exercises, and the sub-Committe-, while regretting the lateness of their
arrival, iy eed that Mr Twrnbull's papers were equal to those of Mr. Goodfellow
and Mr. Harley’s to those of M1 Caven, Messis. Milligan, Turnbull, White,
Murdozh, Maleolm, nud Baird, applied for Exlibitions, and £10 was granted to
each.”

Mr. George Irving agreeably to appointment of last Synod, underwent exami-
nation, and the Commitlee were so far satisfied as to agree that no opposition
should be made to his being taken on trial for licenge. Mr. Hay, who borrowed
£10, in November, 1869, from the fund for aiding and encouraging students in
]l)ivilnity, has not undergone examination as directed by Synod, nor has he repaid
the loan.

There was last year a balance of £106 13s. 6d. in favour of the fund for aiding
and encouraging studente in Divioity, which, with £6 10s. as interest, amounts to
£118 8s. 6d. The Committee have received for this fund,—~From Thomas Sandi-
lands, Esq , Guelph, £10: from William Dunbar, Esq., Dunbarton, £10 ; from
Walkerton, £2 10s.; from Kineardine, £1 5s.; and from Paris, £3 15s ; making in
all £140 18s, 6d. The Committee, besides £70 for Exhibitions, have paid £2, as
part of the fee of eight students attending a class of Elocution, leaving abalance
of £68 13s. 6d. There was last year a balance against the Libravy of £1 13s. 54d.
The Committee bave received for this object,—From Newcastle, 15s. and from
Newton, £1; yielding in favour 1s. 63d. The Committee are prepared to hand
over to the Synod these two balances, amounting to £68 15s. U4,

The Session of he Divinity Hall closed on Wednesday, 10th April. The Rev.
the Moderator occupied the chair. There were present of the Committee ulso,—
Rev. Drs, Thornton, Ormiston, and Taylor; and Rev. Messrs, Kenuedy. Dick, and
King. After singing and reading the Seriptures, Mr. Kenuedy offered up prayer.
Dr, Taylor read his concludiug lecture, in which he stated that the students had
been examined in Theology, ou Dr. Dick’s Lectures, from the beginning tv Lecture
27th inclusive. In Church History, on Mosheim’s Work, from the beginning to the
close of the fifth century ; that in Greek they had read all the principal facts vecorded
in the Gospels respecting Jesus Christ, omitting only his Teaching und his Miracles ;
that in Hebrew they had read the 16th, 17th, 18th, 20th, 21:t, 22nd, and 28rd
chapters of Genesis, aud also some selected Messianie passages from other parts
of the Bible, along with all which, they bad read the corresponding portions of
the Septuagint ; that each had deliverad a discourse, and had given in three essays
on prescribed subjects. All of them he stated had conducted themselves with
propriety, and had been blessed with excellent health.

The Rev. James Skinner, at the request of the chairman, offered up prayer, and
the meeting was closed with the benediction.

The Committee afterwards inquired respecting the literary and philosophical
studies in which the students had been engaged, and obtaining satisfactory infor-
mation, certificates were granted, as required by the Synod.
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REPORT OF THE MISSION COMMITTEE.

In preparing and submitting their Annual Report, your Committee presume it
will be prudent to make it as condensed and comprehensive as possible, because
of the interesting position in which our Church now stands, and the desirability
of not impeding or unuecessarily prolonging the business of the Synod, lest there
should be interference with the arrangements which require to be consummated
with little delay.

In the course of the year your Committee have held three meetings, and there
bas alco been one meeting of a sub-Committee, to which more particular reference
will be made in the Synod. At the first of these, ten preachers’ statements were
examined and decided on, embracing a total of 255 Sabbaths, showing total
receipts from the congregations and stations in which they had officiated of
$1163 70, being an average to each preacher of $116 37, and for each Sabbath of
$4 56, leaving a total claim against the Fund of §724 30 or for each preacher of
$72 43, and for each Sabbath of $2 84. At the meeting in Janunary, statements
were considered from fourteen Probationers, embracing a total of 289 Sabbaths,
showing receipts to the amount of $1221 75, beiug an average to cach preacher of
$87 27, nearly, and for each Sabbath of 33 34, leaving to be provided by the
Fund, S965 25, or to each Probationer, 365 94, aud for each Snbhath, 33 34. At
the meeting this afternoon, statements from Probationers were submitted, involving
a total demand upon the Fund to the amount of $30S, avd showing receipts of
$153 20, to be deducted from that sum. In connexion with these figures certain
allowances require to be made for irregularities in previous or preseut claims, as
for example, grants for days which had been delayed, or delay of claims made,
for explanation.

At the same meeting supplement was granted to the following congregations :—
Chippawa and Crowland, 335 00 ; Prince Albert, $120 00; with notice that all
the schemes of the Church require to be contributed to by congregations receiving
aid; Carlisle, $70 00. A petition fromm West Bentinck has been delayed for the
present to enable your Committee to ascertain how much has been received by
the Pastor from other congregations over which he exercises pastoral cave.

From DIr. Fraser, Catechist, whom the Lord still spares to labour, and whom He
blesses and renders useful in the bands of the Presbytery of London, who were
the first to seleet him, and who have all along claimed bis services, (wo reports
have been received, both of them characterized by his well-known spirit of zeal
in the cause of Christ. Aeccording to the first report his receipts for the half year
were 330 ; and for the second, $29 50, so that his claim against the Jlission Fund,
for one period; was $60, and for the other, 360 50, which was promptly paid in
the assurance that the money was well deserved and appropriated.  As on former
qecasions the Committee would express their approbation of Mr. Fraser’s labours,
and theiv conviction that the Presbytery of Lundon have in him a most useful
auxiliary of the Church, and it might be a question whether o Jarge amount of
such missionary or agency would not be an advantage. Let us venture to express
the hope that whatever changes may oceur in consequence of the Union, Mr.
Fraser'sservices shall be retained.

In obedience to the injunction of Synod, a sub-Committee was appointed to
bring before the attention of the Church, in Scotland, the openings which this
Province still presented for uscfulness to those who had there devoted themselves
to serve God iu_ the Gospel of His Son. A commuunication was prepared and
transmitted to the Board of Foreign Missions, and your Committee soon received
the gratifying intellizence that it was respouded to by the number asked. One
of the respandeuts has been for some time in the country, aud let us pray that
God will be his guardian and helper ; the two othersare to come out in the course
of the season, aud we have been requested to see to it, that their names be
placed among aceredited Probationcrs of the United Church. Besides these,
one has come out on his own expenses, and has been fulfilling appointments
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throughout our mission field, having been duly approved by the Committee for
the reception of Probationers.

In fulfilment of the trust committed to them, your Committes have arranged,
so far as it was their province, for the Synodical missionary meeting. Dr. Thorn-
ton has been requested to address on “ The Aggressive Character of Christianity,”
and Mr. Donald on * Canada as a Dission Field.” But as a Commitiee appointed
for another purpose have arrauged for a public missionary meeting on Friday
evening, after the Union, your Committec leave it with the Synod to say how the
meiter should be determined.

Your Committee have got printed one hundred copies of blank forms of State-
ments to be filled up by Probationers, and have prepared a new form for congre-
gations that apply for supplemeat to their pastors, better fitted than the previous
ones for shewing the extent of their liberality, the degree of improvement, if any,
and the conditions which require to be fulfilled in order to be entitled to rvelief

from the Fuand.
Respectfully submitted.

(Signed),

R. TORRANCE, Convener.

PRESBYTERY OF LONDOX.

This Presbytery met in St. Andrew’s
Chureh, London, on the 16th and 17th
of July, 1861.

There were present twenty ministers
(all on the roll save three) and thirteen
clders. A cousiderable portion of the
first sederunt was spent in devotional
exercises,

Mr. Skinner was chosen Moderator for
the curvent six months; Mr. Walker,
Sarnia, Clerk; and Mr. William Clark,
London, Treasurer.

A Home Mission Committee was ap-
pointed as follows: Messrs. Scott, (Con-
vener) Skinner, McIenzie, Proudfoot,
King, Balmer, ministers; and Messrs.
glark, Fraser, Young, and Flemivg, el-

ers,

The following members were appointed
& Standing Committee for the examina-
tion of students: Messrs. Skinner, (Con-
vener) McKenzie, Proudfoot, MecMiian,
(TFingal), Fraser, Waddell and Scott.

At the request of the Presbytery of
Huron, Messrs. McKenzie, Frazer, and
Clark, were appointed a deputation to
visit the townships of Ashfield, Huron,
Xivloss, Culross, North Bruce, and Wa-
wanash.

After considering a petition from St.
Thomas, it was agreed to dissolve the
union which bas for some time existed
between the congregations of St. Thomas
aund Port Stanley, but in the meantime
to grant Port Stanley their usual supply
of missionary service in connection with
St. Thomas,

There was an application from St.
Thomas for the appointment of a minis-
ter to moderate i a call there, and Mr.
MeMillap, Fingal, was appointed to at-
tend to this duty on the 27th August, at
11 o'clock, a.xr.

Mr. Proudfoot was appointed to mo-
derate in a call at Deleware, and Mr.
Balmer to moderate in a call at Windsor
some time before next meeting of Pres-
bytery—the appointment of the day, in
both these eases, being left to the minis-
ters officiating.

A Committee was appointed to meef
with the congregations in Westminster,
to advise with them as to the best ar-
rangement of Sabbath services.

A deputation ceusisting of Messra.
McMillan, (Aldboro’), Walker, (Chatham),
and McKinnon, (Mr. Walker, Convener),
wasappointed to visit and explore, before
next meeting of Presbytery, the settle-
ment in the Indian Lands in the town-
ship of Oxford.

Mr. William Hay, student, appeared
before the Presbytery, and baving passed
through his probationary trials with sa-
tisfaction, was licensed in the usual man-
ner {o preach the Gospel.

The attention of Presbytery wascalled
to the continued indisposition of Mr.
Deas, when the Home Mission Committes
were instructed to make the same provi-
sion for his pulpit as for the congrega~
tions and stations already on their list.

Arrangements were made for supply-
ing the vacant congregations.

Presbytery agreed to bold o visitation
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of the congregation of Plympton on the
80th July, and adjourned to meet in St
Andrew's Church, London. on the last
Monday of September at 11 o’clock, a..
~Communicated.

PRESBYTERY OF PARIS.

This Presbytery met at Ayr on the
37th instant, for the purpose of ordain-
ing Mr. George Irving over the church
and congregati.a of Stanley street, Ayr,
formerly known as the congregation of
West Dumfries. Notwithstanding the

D. Caw, of Parie after a brief narration
ot the steps which had been taken to
fill up the vacaney. put the usual ques-
tions to Mr. [rving, aod having received
sutisfactory auswers shereto, set him apart
to the office of the holy mimstry by pray-
erand “the laying on of the hands of
the Presbytery.” Mr. McRuar, of Knox's
Church, Ayr, afterwards delivered a suit-
able address to the people. The whole
services were of a lmgh order, and were
well fitted to make a deep impression
upon the minds of the large congrega-

busy season the people turned out in l1:'1<>n assembled upon the oecasion
large numbers, and the large church was| The congregation of Stanley street
filled by a most vespectable congrega- , on the conclusion of the services of the
tion, several from the neighbouring eon- | day, with their usual hospitality, enter-
gregations of Inox’s Church, Ayr, and | tatned the Presbytery and a large num-
also from Blenheim and Paris bcing’berof friends to dinver in the W ellington
present to witness the first ordination of | Hotel. M. Irving is, in the good Pro-
a Presbytesian minister wnich had taken | vidence of God, called to eater upon a
place in Ayr or its vicinity. most important field of labour, aund with
The solemn services were commenced | the most encouraging prospects of sue-
with a suitable discourse by the Rev.{cess.—Communicated.
W. Donald, of Norwichville. The Rev.

Ricauings.

STATE OF RELIGION IN SCOTLAND.

[ At last meeting of the Free General Assembly, a Report on this subject was
given i by a Committee, embodying information obtained in answer to a cireular
addressed to all the ministers; and the folwwing * Remarks” were subjoined by
the Rev. Dr. James Julius Wood, Convener. We hope they may be interesting
and useful to our readers.]

“This, in some respects, is the most important and interesting Report that was
ever laid on the table of the Assembly. If, as has been said, * a living soul is of
more value than & dead world,” what joy has there been in heaven over souls that
have been made alive in Scotland since we met here in General Assembly a yvear
ago! In cunsequence of instructions from last Geuneral Assembly, the Committee
on Religion and Yorals transmitted a circular to every minister and probationer in
a charge or station throughout the Free Church. Tn reply to that cireular I have
received 165 returns—169, for one has reached me since the Assembly met.
These 169 returns we from 66 Presbyteries of the Church—all the Presby-
teries except 5. From some Presbyteries we have only reccived one retwn, from
other Presbyterics we have received several. Of the 169 returns, 86 report
decided awakening and revival in the congregations of which they report. These
86 congregaiions ure to be found in 42 Presbyteries of the Church. Thus in 42
Presbyteries we have reported decided awakening or revival; and 1 the other 83
congregations which are to be found in 26 Preshyvieries, we are gratified by being
told that, whilst there is no decided awakening or vevival, there 1s v almost every
instance, without exception. incrensed artention Lo, and interest in sairitual things.

* And it is important to bear in mind that besudes the 1eturns we have veceived,
we know that there are many conzregations where there has been vevival, though
not reported to us.  We have reason to knew that whilst the retuins we have
received give a very pleasing idea of the state of veligion throughout the country.
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they py no means give us an adequate knowledge of the state of veligion. Wo
find, indeed, that since the veturns were cent in, awakening has taken place in o
number of localities. Some of these returns were sent in two or three monthe
ago; and I find that since then there has been a decided work of the Lord going
on in these places, whilst at that time they were able only to report a eonsiderable
interest in religious things. For example, at Snizort, in Syke, Mr. M'Leod in
the month of February, I think, reported everything cold and no appearance of
awakening. We had scarcely read his reply, when it pleased the Lord to visit
that distriet with o remarkable awakening, which, I believe, still continues. In
other ({)m'ts of the country the same thing has taken place. It is very interesting,
to find that the reports which have been received, are spread over the whole
country from Shetland to the Solway. The revival with which God has been
pleased to bless us extends over the length and breadth of the land. Moderator,
you and the fathers and brethren around me, are awave thal, in former times
Scotland has been visited with revival and awakening, but on these occasions, the
revival and awakening were partial—confined to particular localities. We bave
heard of the great and deeply interestivg revival at the Kirk of Shotts; of the
revivals at Kilsyth, Dundee, and Moulin, aud in the West Highlands and North
Highlands ; but these were confined to particular localities. It seems a blessed
characteristic of the revival in our times that it s widespread. We trust that
through God’s sovereign grace it will yet prevail over the whele of Seotland.
The indications in the reports that T have are exceedingly cheeving ; even where
no revival is reported, it is stated {hat there is much prayer, much earnest listen-
ing to the Word of God, much earnest expectation and desire for the blessing;
and I find that these things, in almost every instance, have preceded the awaken-
ing. I scaicely know of any instance where the awakening has not been preceded
by this spirit of prayer and expectation. Then the revival has affected all classes
and all denominations. The reports T have received do not allude particularly to
what has been done in other depominations than the Free Chureh, but we know
that this blessed awakening has affected many in other denominations.  They oo
have partaken of the blessing.

“ There seems in many—almost every—instance to have been a preparatory
work. In our own Church, we bave been looking for many years past for such a
revival. Many now present must remember our exercises in the Music Hall,
before we had the privilege of meeting where we are now assembled; they must
recollect the earnest prayers for revival that were then offered up, our conference,
and addresses connected with revival. Then in many of our congregations there
was a gradual increase of the spirit of prayer, and increased expectation of
revival, which was quickened when we had tidings of the Lord's great work in
America and in Ireland. These tidings both excited gratitude to God, and raised
expectations that He would not pass us by; and when we used the scriptural
menns for obtaining the benefit, they were blessed to us by God. There was an
increased attention to the preaching of the Word, increased attendaunce at prayer
meetings, and an increase in the exercise of prayer in our social civeics, in our
families, and in secret.  And when the Lord had thus prepared us for veceiving
the blessing, it pleased him to pour it out very remarkably and very abundantly.

¢I cannot help observing that one great means of awakening seems to have.
been the communicating intelligence of what the Lord had done in other places,
I find in almost all the reports, that this was done with the most blessed results,
The information interested the people, and brought the thing home to them: they
felt it was a reality; and it excited a desive to partake of the benefit, and led
them to uge the meaus God has appointed for obtaining the benefit. 1 believe we
can scarcely aseribe too much influence to the communication of religious wtelli-
geace in bringing about the results in which we this day rejoice.  The revival
throughout the country began in every variety of way, and through every variety
of instrumentality, sometimes under the quict ministrations of the stated pastor,
sometimes through the visit of a stranger from a distance—sor:e quite unknown
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man, it might be—sometimes one of those men whom the Lord seems to have
raised up in our day for doing him good service in his Church; sometimes it was
a convert who went and told his simple story of the Lord’s gooduess to him;
sometimes it was a company of fishermen, in the way of their profession going to
a different part of the coast, and carrying to their friends the tidings of what the
Lord had done for them. I find in many of the returns mention made of such men
as North, Grant, Radeliffe, Hammond, Forlong, and Weaver. God seems to have
honoured the Jabours of these men in & marvellous way. At the same time, we
are to bear in mind that they were but instruments, the excellency of the power
resting with God ; and we find abundant evidence that he can use the weakest
means in carrying conviction to the hearts of sinners. Awakenings have taken
place in the most unlikely places to human appearance, thus giving evidence that
it was of the Lord’s sovereignty that the work was done. The work was some-
times carried on and spread by a single remark made by one individual to another
by the repetition of a text of Scripture, by a message from one friend to another—
—or by a letter written from the scencof revival to fiiends or relatives. I believe
that the day only will reveal how much the work bas been forwarded by the letters
of Christian men and women, writien in the warmness of their hearts to friendsand
relatives al a distanee; for no soouer is a sinner brought to Christ, than his first
thought is—¢* I will tell my relatives aud friends what Christ has done for me.”
The convert cavnot rest uatil he has made known to those in whom he is interested
the Lord‘s work upon him.

“ 1 find from the reports that in a number of places there was considerable
excitement. I do not wonder at that. When men for the first time find them-
selves on the brink of hell, with nothing between their souls and perdition but the
frail, fleeting breath in their nostrils, I do not wonder that they should feel
alarmed and excited—when they feel themselves for the first time to be under the
wrath and condemnation of a righteous and holy God. My wonder is that there
is not more excitement—that people still unconverted can hear of sin and hell, of
a Saviour aud heaven, without feelings of emotion.  Then, there were prostrations
in some cases, I say nothing of them; I do net wuderstand them : I have not seen
them; I can form no distinet judgment upon them. But while these existed in
some cases, and much excitement in others, I can gather from the reports sentinto
me that this has not been generally the case. We find generally that the work
bas gone on in a quiet, unobtrusive way, while, at the same time, it was a deep
and carnest work. Al that excitement; people are afraid of it, and sometimes
it comes with a mighty power, as if it would sweep everything away before it;
but when one is enabled to cast himself humbly upon God, and to enter intp the
work earnestly, it is not such n formiduble thing after all. Our God is n God of
order; and if we cast ourselves upon his strength, and take couusel of him, I
believe he will enable any man of ordivary prudence and courage to guide these
excited meetings for his glory, and for the good of souls.

“ Then I am very glad to be able to state that from almest all the reports, I
can gather that there has been & great change in the manners and habits of the
people.  Where the awakening has been anything like general, there has been
upon general society an awe and restraint; and I find testimony borne by employ-
ers to the effects that have been produced upon their workmen. Oue will say, if
you doubt the reality of the revival, **Come to my workship, and you will see
what it is; if you knew my men before, come and see what they are now, and
you will sec that something bas been at work that has produced a most salutary
change”  The police reports, too, are exceedingly favourable; the ehief constable
of one of our largest counties, which includes several towns, told me that there
is a diminution of considerably more than one-third upon all that class of crimes
which result from drinking, such as assaults and disorderly conduet. Then it is
an undoubted fact that one class of publichouses are almost stirved out. Some
of the keepers of such houses themselves have come under the power of the
truth, and have given up their trade; others are greatly annoyed at the move-
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ment—they find that their trade and the religious awakeping are quite incompa-
tible with one another. Aud there hag not only been joy in believing, but a?so
repentance and turning from sin—giving up of old and sinful habits, and the
leading of a life of new obedience. Aund what & change upon many of our office-
bearers—what a blessed change upon belicvers themselves: they have received a
new baptism. These believers are fresh and vigorous, not only living, but lively
Christians now. Of our office-bearers, some shrunk from their duties—some of
them bome down by natural timidity—they have now had their mouths opened,
and are lubouring from day to day in their Master’s cause, strengthening the bands
of their ministers, and become truly a blessing to the flocks with which they are
connected. Another result reported is the increase of family prayer. Some of
the reports state that they do not believe that there is a family in all their congre-
gations ju which there is not & family altar. I am afraid that could not have been
said two or three years ago, or even some months ago. In some instances, if
the parents ave not converted, the children ask leave to set up a family altar, and
in many cases even unconverted parents grant that, Then in those parts of the
country where revival has taken place, there is now no lack of Sabbath school
teachers ; there are plenty offering, and these far better qualified then they were
formerly. And I am sure fathers and brethren will bear me out in saying that,
with candidates for admission to the Lord’s tfable, the work we bave to do is far
different from what we had formerly. The evidences we get of such having
taken Clyist for their portion, are far more clear and satisfactory than they were
wont to be in former times,

“X am happy to be able lo say, that from all that is mentioned in the returns,
few have fallen away. It may be said they have not been long tried, but still
the reports from all quarters state that scarcely any of those who seemed to be
hopefully converted have fallen away, which is exceedingly gratifying and encour-
aging. I think I have beard it remarked that fewer have fallen away at the
present revival, comparatively, than was the case in previous revivals. This
should be maiter of praise and thavkfulness to God. Some have fallen. There
is a diabolical hatred of the truth existing in the minds of some of the adherents
of the prince of darkness. They grudge the esecape of old companions from sins
that were dragging them down to hell. It is amazing the plans they take to
secure them—amazing the stratagems they employ. Oh, we shonld be looking
out for those thus exposed to temptation, and office-bearera and members of the
Church ought to throw over young couverts the shield of their protection, and
seek to keep them from the power of the destroyer. One class peculiarly
exposed in this way, for whom snares are most diligently laid are those who have
been of intemperate habits, when they seemn to have accepted tbe Saviour, as, T
rejoice to say, numbers of them have done. Those who bave been of intemperate
habits generally feel it wise and prudent to become total abstainers. Their old
companions know their weak side, and where they are most likely to succeed with
the temptation, and use every means in their power to seduce them iato their old
sin. The cases of falling away are chiefly of this description. And this exactly
corresponds with the experience of Nettleton, who says that when the intemperate
were convinced of sin and seemed to be brought under the power of religion, he
never bad any coufidence in the stability of their reformation, unless they totally
abstained from the intoxicating draught; and he mentions istances of persons who,
after beinghopefully converted, had fallen through neglectivg this caution, their last
state being worse than the first. I believe where these habits are formed, their
safety is in totally abstaining from intoxicatig drinks. It is quite true that a
great number of those who were stmtled and impressed, have Jost their ampres-
sious and fallen back. This is a sad slate of things, and greatly to be regretted ;
but it is a very different thing from those who have been bopefully converted
agein falling away and beecoming notorious for their sing again.

“From the reports, it appears that erroncous doctrines have bheen introduced in
many places, These caunot be said to have been produced by the awakening;
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but persons who held erroneous doctrines apart altogether from it, finding men
alive on the subject of religion, intruded themselves into places where persons
impressed, yet not established in the truth, were to be found, and tried to instil
into their minds their pernicious heresies, There has beena great deal of Morison-
ianism propagated. Questions about election and the extent of the atonement
have been raised, and semi-Pelagian views have been propagated. The work has
thus been hindered in many places where it gave great promise of spreading wide
and strikiog deep its root.” If I might make a suggestion in regard to such cases,
it would be, to preach fully and plainly the great and precious truths of God's
sovereign grace in Christ—to avoid arguing with those people in the mean time,
whenever circumstances will admit of it—and thus prevent the attention of the
people being taken up with theological discussions instead of being occupied with
gmyer and the salvation of their own souls and those of their neighbours. I

elieve the devil does as much mischief by keeping men arguing about religion,
ag by introducing erroneous doctrines into their minds. He is perfectly willing
men in & time like this should be employed about religion if they do not become
religious themselves.

“TIn conneetion with this, I think it is worth while considering what should be
done in reference to the large meetings for inquiry. Itisvery difficult often toget
proper persons to converse with all those that remain, and persons who are
ignorant, or presumptuous, or who hold erroneous opinions, sometimes take part
in this duty. But I belive if a band of intelligent Christian people were organized
when required, to take it into their own bands, and exclude improper persons,
that would be of great importance.

“Then there has been, of course, opposition from the world. Here a man
hinders his wife, here a brother hissister, or mastersand mistresses their servants,
from going to religious meetings, Some of these persecuted ones have nobly
resisted, resulving to part with everything rather than Christ. With regard to
young converts, they require and ought to receive our special attention. Some
of them are well instructed. Numbers of persons among us ave intellectually
acquainted with religion who are not really believers, and when these by the work
of the Spirit, become believers, they get the benefit of that intellectual know-
ledge they had before. This is the reason why parents and teachers should
communicate religious instruction as far as they possibly can. This is, on their
part, the filling the water-pots with water ; it is for the Spirit of the Lord to
change the water into wine. Dlany of the instructed, and those uninstructed too,
shew a great desire for scriptural teaching, and th.s, Iam delighted to find that
-our ministers are zealously giving. They have, without exception, Bible classes;
and the advantuges of Sabbath school instruction are clearly seen in the converts,

* 1 do not venture to lay down any rules in regard to this great movement, I
remember a most intelligent Irish Presbyterian minister saying, that when the
north of Ireland was visited, he formed his plans in anticipation of the wished-for
revival in his own place. But when it came these were all swept away, and he
was just forced to do the Lord’s work in the Lord's way. I believe the only rule
lies in the two great commandments—* Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with
all thy beart,” and “ Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself” God will carry
us through by this, and nothing else. At the same time, there is much room for
Christian wisdora and prudence. 1t is evident that the sgency of man can do
something both {o mar aud to promote the work. Much may be done by any
loving-hearted map, blessed with a fair share of moral courage, if he throw him-
aclf into the work. I cau never forget the weighty words uttered on this subject
by a member of this house last year—Superintendence, Suggestion, and Substitu-
tion. If we take these for our guide and go into the work in dependence upon
the Spirit of God, he will enable us to glorify him aud to benefit the souls of men_

* 'With regard to young converts, when they go and state quietly to their fellow-
anen what the Lord hath done for them, I believe that it is'a legitimate employ-
ment for them. Ido not think it & good thing for them to be long employed in this
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way, however. When one of them has stated his experience in a few meetings
it would be wise in him to retire and cultivate fresh knowledge, and a spirit of
humility before God. DBut there are some of these young converts who may be
differently employed. If God has given them a talent, itis right that it should
be employed. True, the majority have not that talent for speaking, and these
should not be employed farther then in relating simply their own experience a
few times. It is injurious to them to be living upon past experience—they should
be gathering a fresh experience.

“ In connection with this work, when persons from a distance take a part io it,
they should shew all respect to order and the constituted ordinary means of grace.
This was Nettleton's practice. He honoured the ministry in his evangelistic
labours ; and if a similar course is followed by others, ministers in the different
localilies, as was the case with us at Dumfries, will be able cordially to unite with
evangelists, and will find their hands strengthened by theirlabours. ~ The building
up of the Church must be the work of the settled ministers,

‘I have been greatly delighted and refreshed by my iuntercourse, in this matter,
with fathers and brethren throughout the country; for everywhere are they
devoting themselves with life and earnestness to their work, and the Master is
honouripg them in gathering many souls to Christ by their means, There is
everywhere a door wide open for the preaching of the gospel. How long will it
beso? I do not know the meaning of this great outpourivg of the Spirit of
God with which we are favoured. I do not know what it portends: whether the
universal and immediate dominion of the Lord Jesus Christ upon earth, or
whether it portends days of struggle and of trial for the Church. } do not know
what it portends; but that it is our present duty to build up the Church of
Christ, to gather in the multitudes who are ready waiting to come in, I do helieve.
Let us continue in faith, prayer, and labour, and it is impossible to say what
these may not accomplish.”

SISTZRS IN CHRIST.

Not very long ago a valued friend requested me to visit a young woman,
lodging in an alley in Holborn, who was dying of the most painful of all diseases.

The small room was delicately clean and neat: and on the little table stood a
jar, adorned with a few country flowers—the offering of an early friend. By the
bedside stood a-pale young woman, with a gentle and sympathizing countenance,
smoothing the sufferer’s pillow. It was searcely whiter than her face; the mouth
and chin of which were covered by a cambric handkerchief, to veil the ravages
which her tevrible disease had made.

After a few inquiries of the nurse, I spoke a little to the sufferer ; and then,
remembering that it must seem 80 easy for one in comparative health to speak to
her of the goodness of God; but how much harder it must be for her to believe
it,—lying there, hour after hour, in anguish, which suffercd her scarcely to sleep
by night or by day, increasing during the thirteen months past, and leaviog no
hope of alleviation in the future but by death,—I thought it best to tell her all
that was passing in my mind. And then I added, “ If you can believe that the
blessed Saviour, who, when He was on earth, healed all mauner of disease with a
touch or a word, and who has the same healing power now, yet withholds it from
you—does so from some infinitely wise and loving reason ; it would do me good
to know it. If it be so, will you just lift up your finger in assent1”

She raised her pale, transparent haud, and waved it over ber head, with an
expression in her sunken eyes which almost glorified her face.

could vet help saying to her, when I could command my voice enough to
speak, ¢ I believe that one wave of your hand gives more bgnour to your Saviour
in the sight of all the angels of heaven than whole years of any little services
which He might permit me to render Him, in comparative health and ease;
because your faith is so much more severely tried.” It scemed anew and delight-
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ful thought to her, that patience having its perfect work, would glorify her
Saviour. She had just meekly borne, because it was His will. The tears gathered
in her eyes, and she made sign for her slate, aud wrote upon it, “ This makes me
s0 happy. How wonderful and how kind, if He will make glory for Himself out
of such a poor creature as me.” Soon after, she added, “ He has taught me to say
of Him, ‘My Beloved is mine. and I am His. He has forgiven all my sins, He
loves me freely. He fills me with peace and joy in believiug.’”

When her companion came downstairs, I asked her if she tried to go out for a
little fresh air sometimes, and had any one to relieve her occasionally of the
nursing by night.

She eaid, “T take a turn in the alley to get a little fresh air, now and then;
but I should uot like to leave her for many minutes, nor to be sleeping much,
while she is suffering.”

“Is she your sister ¢” T inqeired. ¢« No, ma’am, we are no relations; we were
fellow-servants together at a hotel in the West End. And once, when I was ill,
she nursed me very kindly; so when this terrible illness came on her, I could not
let her leave her place alone to go among strangers, for she’s an orphan, so I left
with her

“ Aud may I ventuve to ask, how are you both supported ¢

“She had saved a good bit, which lasted some time; and now I have still some
left of my own savings whilst I was a housemaid.”

“ A housemaid ! 2 querx1” I thought to myself, and could have laid down my
hand for her to walk over, and felt it honoured.

That woman of a royal heart sent me through London that day, feeling the
whole world better because I had met with such an instance of disinterested,
self-sacrificing love. Oune word revealed its inner seeret. “ We are as good as
sisters,” she said ; we both know that our Saviour loves us, and we love Him, and
want to love Him better.”

This story was told the following day to a few young men, who were members
of a Christian Association in Beckenlam, and who were chiefly meu of the work-
ing classes. Early the next morning four pounds were sent me, to be conveyed
anonymously to the sufferer and her nurse, with these words wriiten on the
envelopo,—* A token of sympathy and respect from Christian brothers.”

It scems scavcely necessary to add, that when a few weeks later the afflicted
one entered into rest, in the full assurance of salvation through the blood of the
Lamb, her faithful and devoted friend was not left friendless. Five houses were
thrown open to receive her, but she preferred returning to her original situation,
wheve she had been treated with uniform kinduess and consideration.—3fidnight
Chimes, by Miss Marsh.

CHRIST NOT COMPLETE WITHOUT HIS PEOPLE.

Till the Church be fully gathered together, there is in some sort a want to the
perfection of Christ. We must consider Christ two ways—personally, and mys-
tically. Personally, or abstractively in himself, he is not only perfect, but perfec-
tion itself. Mystically, or in relation to his body, the Church: “ Now ye are the
body of Christ, and members in particular.”” Aud Christ’s will is, that where he
is, his members may be there also. So that till the whole body be gathered to the
Head, the Head is in some sort not perfect,

What a treasure of joy and comfort is here opened to us! Our Saviour go
loves us, that he thinks not himself perfect without us. Thou hast saints, the
spirits of just, blessed and obedient angels, thy own infinite self to delight thee,—
what need hast thou of a worm?  What am T, O Saviour, that thou shouldst not
think thyself perfect without me? Well may this sweeten all our poverty, and
the misery, disgrace and ignominy, that the world casts upon us. A yreat gallant
blusheth to see thee take acquaintance of him, looks upon thee betwixt scorn and
apger, thioks himself disparaged by thy company: be content, the God of heaven
and earth thinks himself not perfect without thee, He that can break thy con-
temners to pieces, respecteth thee. Thou art unworthy of the favour of Jesus
Christ, if thou canst not content thyself with it, without the favour of the world.




