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" on the wrong side ; and we have been led to fear, from the reports ofjMissionary
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THE JANUARY QUARTERAGES,

To many of our readers, the title of thisarticle will be unintelligible ; butnot
to the Home Missionary pastors, who depend so much upon the prompt remit-
tance of the grants of the Society, every three months, and whom the General
Secretary-Treasurer has so financed for many years as not to disappoint. That
officer has not sent us, either officially or privately, any recent intimation as to
the state of the'treasury. But we know that the year began with a large balance

Meetings published in our pages of late, that funds micht not be as freely and
promptly forthcoming as the case required. Evidently, the change from winter
to fall, as the season for holding Mi-sionary Meetings, was made tov abruptly, and
had better have been spread over a year or two more, and have been effected by
degrees. Collecturs were not ready before the meetings, and we know not how
thoroughly they have done their work since. Then came the * financial
stringency,” which so severely affected the mercantile community throughout |
the Provinces, and we all know how benevolent objects fare in such circumstances. |
We think it, therefore, not amiss, entirely of our own motion, to ‘* stir up by way f
of remembrance the pure minds™ of pastors, deacons, collectors and subscribers,
to see to it that this good cause suffer no loss, and that no missionary,be tormented
during the dead of winter, by any deficiency or delay. Notwithstanding the re-
markable straitness of the money inarket, the country is enjoying great general
prosperity. And we would specially appeal to our farmer friends, who reap the
benefit of high prices and improved communications, that they give as the Lord
hath prospered them. So let mechanics with increasing wages, merchants and i
professjonal men whose income aud property are steadily advancing, freely conse-
crate their tithe to the Giver of all.

But after all, it is a small thing to plead for,—merely that our present opera-
tions be maintained. We want to see mwre aggressive work undertaken. A |
Christian, a church, or a denomination, can live only as they grow. With the
widening of our national borders, the pouring in of thousauds of emigrants, the
opening up of the backwoods and prairies onthe north, east and west, and the energy
put forth by other Christian bodies, let the Congregational churches of Canada
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do their part in this great evangelistic movement, and carry their distinctive tes-
timony into all parts of the broad land.

CHRIST AND MODERN THOUGHT.—(Concluded. )*
By Rev. W. F. CLARkE.

In passing now from a consideration of the person of Christ to a brief discus-
sion concerning His work, it may be well to spend a noment in glancing at the
connection subsisting between the two. We might fairly and safely assume that
if indeed so unprecedented an event as the incarnation of the Eternal Son of God
has taken place, itymust have been for the purpose of accomplishing most import-
ant results. He, who is set forth in Scripture as at once God and man in His own
person, is there exhibited as the only Mediator between God and man—as the
only Saviour of sinners. Moreover, it is also taught usthat the plan of redemption
consists in, or is based upon, what Christ, as God and man in one person, did in
order to achieve hwman salvation. Bothin fact and in doctrine, therefore, the
person and work of Christ must, of necessity, be closely connetzted with each
other.

Human beliefs, when logically and consistently carried out, go in sets or pairs.
Hence those who maintain that Christ was a mere man hold that He did nothing
for the salvation of men except what comes within the scope of teaching and of
martyrdom. He made known, illustrated, and enforced the truth—sealing the

testimony thereto with His blood. Those who regard Christ as a superhuman, but .

still a created, and not a divine or infinite, being, iuvest Him with a higher funec-
tion than that of teacher, and ascribe to him the possession of merit and the exer-
tion of influence with God, whereby He is induced to pardon siiners, and admit
them to His favour. That merit and influence He is represented as having acquired
by His inestimable services and great sufferings. Now that Mr. Beecher has given
to the world his theory of the person of Christ, we know how to account for some
of the strange statements that occasionally find their way into his sermons, evan-
gelical and excellent as they ave for the most part. His denial of any set plan of
salvation, and his representation that redemption was the result of a great out-
burst of love from the Divine heart ; his unsatisfactory utterances at times re-
specting the atonement : his vague generalities about Christ and about the rela-
tions between humanity and Deity, are, largely, explicable thus. 'I‘his.‘ line of
remark applies to the whole of theology. Every system of science, philogophy,
or religion has some one central truth or object, round which all the others
naturally and necessarily cluster.  Christ is the central object in the Christian

system—its grand, attractive Sun. From first to last, in the religion of the Bible, .

Heis allinall. You may rely on it as an unerring index to the truth or falsity
of any religious system, and, let me add, of any experience of piety, whether its

*> Part Second of the Address at the opeuing of the Thirty-Fourth Session of the Congregational Coilcge i

of B,N. A., in Zion Church, Montrcal, Sept. 16, 1872,
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eatimate of Christ is high or low.  As Newton says, so simply and yet so forcibly,
i lines more fit, perhaps, to find their way into an ordinary sermon than intv an
address like this, butso *‘ pat” that I canno? forbear quoting them ;—

* What think ye of Christ? is the test,
To try both your state and your scheme,
You cannot be right in the rest,
Unless you think rightly of Him.”

‘Though so comprehensive a phrase as ¢ the Work of Christ” may fairly be
understood as including much more, it is usually employed to denote that great
work of atonement, which alone furnishes an adequate object for so unparalleled
a thing a- the incarnation, and in view of which Paunl exclaims : -*¢ Great is the

. mysteryof godliness,God was manifestin the flesh.” Itis with thismeaning the phrase

is used in the present address. Let it be further stated that it is propoesed to deal
with modern thought on this topic only in that phase of it which admits the fact

e e e t

of atonement as, in some way or other, the basis of human forgiveness and salva- .

tion. With the recent and somewhat disengenuous use of the term, ¢ the sacrifice

of Christ,” as merely importing his example of self-sacrifice, we propose to have :

nothing to do, except to cast a contemptuous lovk at it in passing by. For such
use of language is dishonest. and therefore unworthy of respectful attention.
Almost with the same unanimity with which it has maintained its doctrine of
the person of Christ, the Universal Chureh has held what is known as the vicari-
ous theory of the atonement, and has regarded the death of Christ as a sacrifice, a
rangsom, a propitiation for the sins of men. until of late years nearly all who
acknowledged the deity of the Lord Jesns have accepted this view of his death,
and ouly those who eontended for bis mere humanity rejected the prevalent idea

© of the atonement.  But, within the past half century. a school of thinkers and

writers has arisen who have sought to dissolve what has always appeared to be
the necessary connection between the generally received doctrine of the person
of Christ. and the doctrine that his death was a true and proper atonement for
human guilt.  This class of theologians adore Christ as God and believe in the
incarnation, but they deny that the sing of men were expiated on the cross. As
has been well observed, ** Their gospel begins and ends with the song which the
angels sang to the shepherds of Bethlehem.  They contract their creed within
the first fourteen verses of St. John’s gospel.  Their aim is to unfold some con-

. ception of the cross that will make it a salvation by its influence on mind and

character.™ They plead for what is called the moral view of the atonement.

- This theory denies that our Lord’s death was in any sense penal, and maintains .
that it was just a revelation of infinite tenderness and compassion un the part of
Guod, such as is well fitted to effect, and does actually effect, a total revolution in -

human character.  Salvation is, therefore, deprived of one of its great elements,
and instead of being two-fold—comprehending the removal of guiltand the trans-
formation of character, it consists of the transformation of character only, that
being supposed, apparently, to carry with it the cancellation of guilt, without any

- reparation ol broken law, or any satisfaction to offended Divine justice. Two

. atonement, one hy Dr. Bushnell, entitled *‘ The Vicarious Sacrifice,’

most ably written books, recently published, advocate this moral view of the
* and the

other by Dr. John Young, entitled **The Life and the Light of Men.” Though
met by masterly replies in various quarters, there is reason to fear that this

. theory has largely tinctured the religious thought of the age.  Active controversy

cun searcely be said to be going on imn regard to it. But it tinges much of the
religious literature of the day, and shows itself ever and anon in sermons, treatises,
and editorials. Thoughtful readers of the ddvance would notice an illustration
of this remark in a recent issue of that able religious journal. It occurred in a
highly commendatory review of a work just out, entitled ¢ Humanity Immortal;
or, Man Tried, Fallen, and Redeemed, by Dr. Laurcus . Hickok.” Quotations
are approvingly made, which, to say the least of it, go perilously near denying the
vienriousness of Christ’s atonement.  Thus—* No one can do anything that can
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give peace Betweon the sinner and God in the eye of the law.” * ¥ “Any legal
substitution is in the case itself impossible.” * ¥  *“TJustice can never permit the
innocent legally to be punished for the guilty. Even, if willing, the sutfering of
another cannot be vicarious penalty.” The ides running through the ontire
argument seems to be that law is ignored in the plan of salvation as if it had no
voice to uplift and no claim to be heard in the transaction, while the one thing to
be accomplished was the exertion of a sulutm?' influence on the sinner. This is
essentinlly what is known as the ““moral view” of the atonement. The objections
to this view are chiefly such as these:—

1. While professing to honour and satisfy law, it does so only in name. Itdenies
the possibility of reconciliation proceeding on any legal footing, and affirms that
there is in the case guilt which justice can never cleanse. It affirms that justice can
never peruit tl. ¢ innocent legally to suffex for the guilty.  And so justice is satisfied
by a moral infi _ence, in place of a substantial reparation.  The legal alternative
is rightly stated in the fureguing extract to be sinless obedience with approval, or
sinful disobedience with condemnation.  But condemnation is the precursor of
punishment, and, according to this theory, the sinner is let off by the expedient
of a moral influence, instead of being liberated by tho intervention of a substi-
tute. If reconcilintion cannot be put on a legal fouting, if guilt cannot be cleansed
in harmony with justice, then, assuredly there is neither reconciliation nor
pardon For law is immutable and unyiclding.  Justice is an inflexible, inex-

© orable thing. The position taken above amounts to & denial that this world is
* under the reign of justice at all. For how many iustances there are of the inno-
" cent legally suffering for the guilty. If justice can never permit this how does it
{ come topass? The fact is, that a wrong principle runs through this whole

theory. It sets aside the law’s just Jdemand, ignores penalty, misconceives jus-
tice, and denics substitution.  Forvgiveness is in itself a delicate, difficult, and

perilous thing as a governmental act, and can only safely be ventured on when, by

some means, law is completely vindicated and upheld. = This is done on'y when,
in persol or by a proper substitute, the command is obeyed, or the penalty en-
dured. It is one thing to maintain that the endurance of the law’s utmost penalty
by a fitting surety is as vindicatory of it as though the sinner himself had suffered,
and a vastly different thing to maintain that there is no endurance of penalty
whatever. .

2. A second objection to this theory is that it can only be upheld by wresting
the Scriptures from their plain and natural meaning, Forced interpretations
must be put not on an incidental text here and there, but on a -lass of passages
the most numerous and highly important of any to be found in the Bible.
Isajaly’s declarations, “Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows;”
“ He was wounded for vur transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities ; the

chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with his stripes weare healed ;” .

Paul’s assertions, *‘ Christ died for us,” “reconciled to God by the death of his
Son,” ¢“ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse

~ for us,” with a host of similar passages, must be eviscerated of their obvious
i meaning to sustain this view.

3. The theory in question is comparatively powerless in its effect on the human
heart. This is acknowledged even by some of those who advocate it. Dr.

Bushnell, after labouring through four hundred and fifty pages to get rid of :

expiation, substitution, and propitiation, representing them as fallacious, morally
revolting, unscrip*ural, out of harmony with the genius and spirit of Christianity,

and therefore unworthy to be entertained, owns that there is a thousand-fold .

more power in the vicarious than in the moral view, and actually contends that
though the moral view is to be believed, the vicarious view must be preached if

men are to be moved out of their sing and brought nigh to God. A striking .

corroboration, this, of Paul’s language concerning the preaching of ¢ Christ
crucified;”—¢ Unto the Jews a stumbling-bluck, and unto the Greeks foolishness;
but unto them who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God
and the wisdom of God.”
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4. Finally, this and similar new-fangled theories are to be dreaded, hecause of
. the consequences to which they inevitably tend. The expiatory character of
¥ Christ’s denth cannot be abstracted from the ¢‘hristian system without the direst
! results. Such an act would shake the authority of inspired teaching, undermine
the true theory of Divine moral government, root out our strongest moral
instincts, and disown the religious fuith, experience and life of the nineteen
Christian centuries. An act so deadly would tell worse on the next than on the
present generation. There are those who, from originality of mind, extreme
independence of character, and perhaps want of adequate early discipline cannot
keep in the beaten track of orthodoxy, but dart from it ever and anon like so
many chamois or gazelles, leaping and bounding from rock to rock and from crag
to crag along the confines of the narrow way, but keeping it in view and returning
to it from their dizziest heights, being right at heart however wrong in the head.
Too many, however, influenced by their example, wander into the by-paths and
clamber up the precipices of error to their utter ruin. Bunyan’s *‘matchless
allegory ” has no truer or sadder bit of picturing in it than this: ¢ Then said the
Shepherds one to another, ¢ Shall we show these pilgrims some wonders? So
when they had concluded to do it, they had them tirst to the top of a hill called
Error, which wus very steep on the farthest side, and bid thew look down to the
bottom. So Christian and Hopeful looked down, and eaw at the bottomn several
men dashed all to pieces by a fall that they had from the top.” A comparatively
safe and easy slope on its nearest side, but very steep and dangerous con its
* farthest side ;—such indeed is the hill of Error. Happy they who have no
* ambition to climb it.
~ The doctrine of expiation implies utter depravity and helplessness, as well as
. hopeless guilt ; it sets forth infinite mercy, effecting redemption at the cost of a
' price, ‘“all price beyond ;” it brings in a salvation all of grace; it provides
' adequate means for heart renewal; it binds the pardoned sinner in grateful
allegiance to Christ, making his love the central spring of all duty, and the con-
straining power to all holy obedience, To do away with all this and substitute
for it a pictorial and unreal ¢xhibition, is to inflict on Christianity unspeakable
injury and irreparable loss. The deadly results may not show themselves at
first and at once, but sooner or later they will be unmistakeably and terribly
manifest. In the eloquent words of another : ‘“ For a time those who refuse to
acknowledge that Christ has redeemed us with his ‘precious blood,” may still
confess that Heis ¢ the King of glory,” and ‘the cverlasting Son of the Father,’
may cling to Him with enthusiastic love, may adore His bright perfections, and
from the depths of their spiritual nature may confess that in Christ are treasured
up all the immortal hopes of our race. While this faith lasts their hearts will be
true to Him, and in Him they will find eternal life. But with the new generation
this theology must either return to the ancient creed of the Church, or drift away
into mortal heresy. For eighteen hundred years the divinity of our Lord’s
person, and the expiation eflected by His death for sin, have stood and fallen
together ; the rejection of either has always been followed by the rejection of
both. The doctrine of expiation, profoundly true in itself, and of transcendent
value to the religious development of the soul, is the surest defence of the only
Christian truth which can claim to be of still higher worth to the spiritual life of
our race,—the personal menifestation of God in Jesus Christ our Lord.

Young men—students in this College--you have consecrated your lives to the
preaching of Christ, and they could not possibly have a mnobler, higher
consecration. Your business is not to exalt yourselves as able, scholarly, and
eloquent, but it is to exalt Him who is ¢‘ Lord of all.” The best qualification for
this work is to have a religious experience that will make your hearts full of
Christ, and this is to be obtained by communion with Christ. Let Paunl’s aim be
yours : “That I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the
fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death.” Stand in
in the good old path, and cling to the grand old doctrines. The preaching owned
of God on the day of Pentecost, will be equally owned of God in these days. The
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words that shook the world in the times of the Reformation, are “mighty through
God " still. The truths that were 8o pungent in convineing and so powerful in
converting men when Whitfield and Wesley proclaimed them, have lust none of
their eflicucy and preciousness. Abjure moral essaying, indulge sparingly in
wsthetics, have no ambition to be admired.  Aim tp be ““mighty in the Scrip-
tures,” and make this your motto—** We preach Christ crucified.” ‘The world is
cold, and dark, and dead. Nevertheless, it is aching to_hear about the Man of
Calvary, and will stop in its most hyrried marches and rushes to listen to the
story of the cross.  The wonderful direction of modern thought toward Christ is
in your favour. Many signs of the times are most encouraging. There is,
indeed, no lack of difliculties, and there never will be while the human heart is
wicked and the devil is abroad among men.  Hold up Christ. Make the cross
conspicuous. Dwell much on Calvary. So shall each of you realize the puet’s
conception : -
A youth who bore through snow and ice,

A banner with this strange device - )
Ercclsior !

You shall o on from strength to strength.  You shall win glorious moral .

triumphs.  You shall have the joy, than which there is none purer or richer this
side of heaven, of bringing souls tu Chrise.  Your names way not be trumpeted on
earth, but they will be remembered in neaven.  The Masier’s ¢ Well done ! will
be an “ overpayment of delight™ for all the difficulties, toils, and privations of
your chosen career.  ** Be thou faithful unto death, and T will give thee a crown
of life.”
< Oh, happy servant he,
In such a posture found ;
He shall his Lord with rapture see,
And be with honour erowned,

** Christ shall the banquet spread
With His own royal hand,

And raise that favoured servant’s head
Amid th’ angelic band I

TRUSTING IN CHRIST.
BY REV. THEODORE L. CUYLER.

That little vital word faith has long been in danger of being smothered under
piles of explanatory treatises and commentarics. One of the sweetest fowers
in God’s garden has Leen terribly pulled to pieces by theological botanists who
have insisted on analyzing it, until its beauty and fragrance have about all depar-
ted. ¢ My college professors tried hard to explain faith to me,” said Rev. Dr.
B——, “butit was a muddle tv me until 1 came and trusted my soul to Christ.
When I did it, I understood it." It is the simplicity of faith that puzzles people.
They are after a doctrine when they vaght to be performing an act.  They worry
their brains when they ought to he yielding their hearts.

One man defines faith to be an assent to the truth of the Gospel--to the ‘ re-
cord’ which God hus given to us. But thisis a mere intellectual act, & very im-
portant, but not soul-saving act. For the Bible declares that except we repent we
cannot be saved, and that without holiness no man shall see the Lord. Intellec-
tual belief in the Gospel may exist without the slightest penitence, or the faintest
shadow of holiness. There are intellectual believers in Lell.  ““The devils also
belicve—and tremble! ”

Faith has been defined as ¢ taking God at his word.” This is o capital deserip-
tion of a certain act of the mind which is essential to true faith. If a man does
not take God at His word he can certainly never become a Christian. But does
any ‘‘word” of our Heavenly Father save our souls? Did the Apostles ever
preach, ‘“ Believe a word and be saved” ?

|
i
|
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Had u Goneral Assembly been entrusted to draw up a plan of salvation, they
would probably have reported a series of articles, and decreed that * whosoever
accepts and believes these articles shall have everlasting life.” Then we should
have been set to studying a creed ; we should rest our eternal hopes on a ¢ plat-
form.”  But where is the Rock {

Paul and Peter and John were wiser than to direct a poor dying sinner to a
system, however sublime or heavenly. 'They pointed gnilty men, not to a system,
but to a Personal Saviour. To an Almighty Person, to aloving, compassionate
Person, to the ineffable Son of God, they sent every anxious seeker who enquired,
“ What must I do to be saved I’ *“ Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved.” Not in Christianity. but, on Christ!

Mark that little yet great word, on. It is not enough to believe in Christ Jesus,
Millions of uncenverted people believe in Jesus, just as they believe in Howard
as a noble philanthropist, and in Washington as a pure patriot, or in Newton, as a
profound teacher of science. But they do not trust their souls to Jesus. They
do not rest on him for salvation. They do not build their hopes of Heaven on
Him. When the miner looks at the rope that is to lower him into the deep mine,
he may coolly say, ¢ I have faith in that rope as well made and strong.” But
when he lays held of it and swings down into the tremendous chasm, then he is
believing on the vope. Then he is trusting himself to the rope. 1t is not a mere
opinion ; it is an act. The miver just let go of everything clse, and bears his
whole weight on those well braided strands of hemp. Now that is faith. And
when a human soul lets go of every other reliance in the wide universe, and hangs
entirely upon that atoning Jesus, that soul ¢ believes on Christ.” That soul is
entrusting itself fo Jesus, for guidance, for grace, for strength, for pardon, for
final salvation.

Is not this the real core of faith? Is it anything else than simply trusting owr-
selyes to Christ 1 Can there be a simpler, clearer idea of Bible faith than this ! If
80, we never have discovered it.

In the Westminster Confession, faith is defined as ‘‘receiving and resting on
Jesus Christ alone for salvation.” Here are two good words—reecive and vest.
But the Bible is more pithy still : it uses only one word—trust. How often too
it is used! In the Old Testament it occurs more than two hundred times. ¢ Bles-
sed is the man that trusteth in the Lord.” In the New Testament the correspond-
ing words are ‘‘ believe” and ““faith.” If we examine the Greek word ¢ pisteno”
we find that it signifies *‘ to rest on,” to entrust ourselves to. We read thatat a
certain time ¢‘ Jesus did not commit Himself to them.” That is ¢ He did not
trust Himself in their hands.” This same Greek word is used by Paul in that
immortal flash of heavenly light, ‘‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved.” Trust yourself to Christ and you are safe! That is what the
Holy Ghost tells us through the lips of Paul.

This is an act. Not an opinion simply. 1t is doing. It is laying hold on Jesus.
It is trusting Jesus to lead us, and going where He leads. What avails it to me to
analyze Suratoga water, and to believe in its virtues. I must drink the water,
if I want its purifying power. And the soul that has not actually drank of Christ,
can never be purged of sin. O thirsty, dying scul, hew long will you stand gazing
at the precious water of life? Stoop down and drink! Saving faith is just as
simple as drinking, if you will only try it.

Let us condense the essence of the Gospel into three points. First, you must
venture to Christ. This takes you away from sin. Second, you must venture on
Christ ; this is true faith. And ever after you must venture for Christ ; and that
is the life of love and self-denial. Can these three points be condensed into one ¢
Yes! The word of God has done it in that simplest and sweetest and yet sublimest
of sentences, * Trust yourself to Christ and be saved.”
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THE NEW YEAR.
Time is like a restless river,
Bearing on its tide away
Wrecks of radiant hopes, that over
Bloom, and fade with closing day ;—
Bearing on the youth to manhood,
Bearing manhood past its prime ;
Changing all things, resting never—
Touch, O touch us gently, Time !

We who speak, and ye who ponder—
We who write, and ye who read—
Gliding swiftly down, may wonder
If we’re growing old indeed ?
If the past i8 gone forever—
If the present may not stay?
Or to-morrow be the giver
Of the joys we missed to-day ?

One year more of all the number
Given us for our earthly stay,

Gone into the past, where slumber
Every wasted yesterday !

Up to action ! Let the present
Duay and year and hour of time

Prove, while love and hope are pleasant,

Duty only is sublime !
Y W.W. 8.

Obituary,

MRS. JOHN LAMB, SEXR., oF WaARWICK.

Mrs. John Lamb, Senr., died on the 8th of December, 1872, in the 78th year -

of her age, in the Township of Warwick, Ontario. The deceased was a native of
Scotland, immigrated to Canada fifty-two years ago, and settled with a number of
friends in the Township of Lanark., 'The same year she was bereaved of her first
husband, and two years afterward married her surviving companion, with whom

she lived a few weeks more than half a century, a rare thing indeed in the case of

a second marriage.

Some of these settlers struggled to get a livelihood from their farms in Lanark

for fifteen years, and then abandoned them with all the improvements, and with-
out a cent of remuneration for buildings or clearings. and cameto Warwick, where
most of them have secured good farms,

A Congregational Church was formed about four years afterwards in Warwick,
under the pastoral care of Rev. L. McGlashan, and Mrs. Lamb was one of ity
first members and continued in fellowship till her death. She has lef. behind a
husband and seven children. May they all neet her in heaven !

At the funeral the following words of our Lord were made the foundation for
sume practical remarks :— ‘I am the resurrection and the life : he that believeth
in me though he were dead yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth and believeth
in me shall never die.  Believest thon this?”

Forest, Dec. 20, 1872.
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Fotiees.

Tine UNirorm Sunpavy ScHooL Lgs-
sons for 1873 are a ‘“ great fact,” as the
Times one morning said of the Anti-Corn-
Law Lengue, the announcement marking
the speeﬁy triumph of the Free Trade
cause. With whom the movement began
we arenotcuriousto know. But, the germ
of the idea was the having one lesson
throughoutall the classes of a school, instead
of each teacher selectinga random passage
or acourse at “‘his own sweet will.” The
next stage was, for all the schools of one
city, as Chicago, to take the same course,
so that all the Sabbath School workers of
the place would have the Bible open at
one page each Sabbath. This was found
to be wonderfully helpful in the way of
mutual co-operation, assisted study, and
united services. Then, or perhaps ear-
lier, local uniformity being ¢ thirdly”
instead of ‘“secondly,” came theidea of
denominational courses, aud the Metho-
dists, the Presbyterians, the Baptists,
and the Episcopalians prepared lessons
to be taught simultaneously in all the
schools of each body respectively. Then,
of these two ideas, one lesson in all the
various schools of a place, and one lesson
in all the schools of a denomination
throughout the land, was born the pre-
sent sublime conception—all the classes
of all the schools of all the churches
taking up one and the same passage each

*Lord’s Day! It has been against doubt

and opposition of every kind that this
i great plan has won its way, but its own
merits have been its best advocates, and
now the tide of enthusiasm inits favour
among Sabbath School workers has risen
so high and so strong as to carry all be-
fore it.

Atthe National Convention of Sabbath
School Teachers held in Indianapolis, in
April, 1872, this entire subject was dis-
cussed from every point of view, and the
result was the appointment of a com-
nittee of ten, half ministers and half
laymen, to prepare such a‘scheme of
lessons for two years, the plan contem-
plating a complete curriculum of Bible
study, extending over seven years, and
embracing within that period every part
of holy writ. In deference to the wishes

of Canadian delegates to the body, th?
Convention made i*self ‘‘International.”
and the Canadiun Association was re-
quested to wend two additional wembers
10 meet with the Committee. Canada was
accordingly represented by Rev. J. M.
Gibson of Montreal,and Mr. A. Macallum
of Hamilton.
discussion at Indianapolis, and of the
deliberations of the Committee, was ex-
cellently told in the addresses of Rev. E.
Morrow and Rev. J. M. Gibson, at the
Montreal Sabbath School Convention,

The whole story of the .

in October, 1872, recently published in -

the report of that meeting. The result
has been the issue of a table of lessons
for 1873, in which six months are given
to Genesis and six to Matthew,and which
will be very extensively used throughout
the United States and Canada. ~ The
Presbyterians, the Baptists, the Metho-
dists, and Congregat’ onalists will almost
universally adopt tl2 scheme, and a
great many Episcopaians. In Canada,

there will also be a very general failing -

into line. Dr. Vincent, visiting England
the last summer, found the London Sun-
day School Union entirely willing to take
part in the movement, and, had nhot
their scheme for 1873 been already pre-
pared, they would have adopted the one
drawn upin New Yori. As it is, they
have joined in selecting the ‘ Interna-
tional Texts ” appropriate to cach lesson,
and in 1874 they purpose fully identify-
ing themselves with the pian, doubtless
having a voice in the selection of the les-
suns for coming yeurs. On the Contin-
ent, many Sabbath Schools will take the
uniform course. So that the propused
seven years’ curriculum may soon, as Mr.
Gibson said, deserve to be called ¢¢ Inter-
Continental ” rather than ‘‘Interna-
tional.” Is there not inspiration in the
very thought that tens of thousands of
teachers, and literally millions of scholars
will, Sabbath by Sabbath, be bending
over the same portion of God’s word!?
Will not their united prayers bring down
a special blessing from on high?

One great benefit of the uniform
system is the great quantity and better
quality of “ Helps ” available in conse-
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quenco for teachers and scholars.  Com-
petition is setting publishers and anthors
upon their mettle, to the great benefit of
the teaching community. We notice
the matter in this department, chicfly
for the purpose of infurming our Sabbath
School readers where they procure the
best assistance in their work.

There is no English periodical that
will give notes on the lessons for 1873,
as they have not yet been adopted there.
But among English books on Genesis we
may mention such as these:--The Bible
Commentary (¢ The Speaker’s ), by some
of the best scholars in the Church of
England, bishops, professors, and clergy-
men, especially with a view of providing
an antidote to Colenso’s writings. It
was prepared at the suggestion of the
Hon. J. B Denison, the late Speaker of
the House of Commons, whence its
popular name (not the actual title of the
work), and was several yemrs under the
hands of its compilers. The first volume
embracing the Pentateuch has appeared,
and may be had in an English or an
Anwerican _edition, costing some five
dollars. We need scarcely say that it is
a scholarly, liberal, yet orthodox expo-
sition, meeting directly the difficult prob-
lems found in the books of Moses.

Teachers of slenderer means, and less
ample leisure, will find much help from
the volume on the * 0ld Testament” of
T'he Class and the Desk, by Rev. James
Comper Gray, of Halifax, Yorkshire.
Tt costs less than a dollar, and contains
a marvellous amount of matter, packed
into the smallest space with remarkable
gkill. Not the least valuable part of it,
are the constant references to fuller
sources of infermation on every point.

! The whole matter is put into teachable

shape. The volume contains 144 lessons,
eact covering two pages, one furnishing
expository notes, and the other the ont-
line for teaching.

To return to the Commentaries—Dr.
Murphy. Presbyterian Professor at Bel-
fast, is issuing, at intervals, a series of
expositions of the Pentateuch in sepa-
rate volumes, of which the third, on
Leviticus, has recently appeared. The
Glenesis has been re-published ina second
or third edition.

The great Bible Dictionaries, or their
abridged editions, of Kifte, Smith, and
Fairbairn, are slrcady well known.

LITERARY NOTICES.

‘They furnish under the several titles,
in alphabetical order, dissertations of

great value on all the leading points of -

difticulty in the proposed course.

We suppose that we must rank under
the head of American publications the
great thesaurus of material contained in
Lange's Commentary, for the American
editor, Dr. Schaff, has re-arranged the

original, and added new matter to such

an extent as to make it & new work.
Those who have time to study the history
of opinion, and are curious to know
what writers of note of every school have
written on Genesis, will find what they
want here.

But it is in the American periodicals
that teachers will find the cream of com-
mentaries, the results rather than the
processes of patient study, freshly writ-
ten for their benefit by able teachers,
under the influence of keen competition,
and put in working shape.

Foremost amang these, having regard
to value given for the money, we place
the Sunday School Times (Philadelphia:
John Wanamaker), a large handsome
weekly sheet full of a diversity of *‘live”
Sunday School matter, and ample helps
on the uniform lessons. Those for Bible
and intermediate classes are to be pre-
pared on Genesis by the Rev. Dr. Howard
Crasby (Ralph Wells’ pastor), Chan-
cellor of New York University, a very
accomplished scholar, and a weekly

preacher wo the young ; those for infant -

classes by ‘‘Faith Latimer,” while
a ** Teacher’s Meeting” on cach lesson
will be given by Mrms. E. C. Wyeth’~
Dr. Ormiston will prepare the series on
Matthew. 1e price of the Limes is $2
per single copv ; $1.50 to ministers and
superintendents: in clubs of ten 81.50,
of twenty £1.25, and of forty, only 81.

The National S. S. Teacher, of Chicago, .

is a 24 page octavo Monthly, at $1.50.
1ts lessons will be prepared by Rev. J.
M. Gregory, LL.D., on Genesis, and

Professor Bartlett on Matthew, besides |
which the Infant Class department will
be well supplied, and a blackboard exer-

cise given on every lesson. President
Chadbourne, of Williams College,
Mass., will also furnish= series of articles
bearing on the lessons in Genesis.

Of the cheaper periodicals, there are
three monthlies at 50 or 60 cents a year.
The Sunday School World, organ of the

—_—
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American 8. 5. Union, of Philadelphia,
has sccured Dr. John Hall, of New York,
whose papers on the lessons for 1872
have combined in a very rare degree
thoroughness, simplicity and bvevity.
The 8. 8. Journal, New York, edited by
Dr. Vincent, furnishes that accomplished
master-teacher’s aids. And the Baptist
Teacher, Philadelphia. while intensely
denominational, has had very able anno-
tations on the monthly themes.

Besides these, which are specially de-
voted to S. S. interests, several of the
denominational journals will have a
teacher’s department with their own
original developments of cach lesson.
The Advance has dine this during the
past year, and will continue it.

There is thus no lack of assistance.
But each writer lays especial emphasis
on the fact, that he is only a helper,
that he is not o be blindly followed, and
that his work is designed simply to stin-
ulate, never to supersede, personal study
on the part of teachers. All protest
against their productions being taken
into the class, and used as a yuestion
book to the scholars.

In comnection with most of these
Helps to Teachers, there are ‘lesson

[

23

papers” for the scholars, containing a
supply for one month, the urual price
being 75 cents per single hundred, or $9
per 100 for one year.

The Boston Council of 1865 appointed

a Committee to prepare (or rather revise |

from a paper then submitted) and pub- |

lish a brief compendium of the Congre-
gational Polity. The Oberlin Council of
1871 had to remind the Committee that
their work had not yet appeared. The
reminder was efficacious, and we have
now to announce the publication by the
Congregational Publishing Society of
Boston, of  FEeclesiastical Polity : The
Gorernment and Commuanion practised by
the Congregational Churches in the United
Ntates of  America—a work of only 86
pages, costing 30 cents.

Rev. J. A. R. Dickson’s Working for
Jesus has been republished in handsome
form, revised by the author, by the
Amecrican Tract Soeiety, New York.

We would direct attention to our pub-
lisher’s, Mr. Christie’s, advertisement in
relation to his Agency for Congregation-
al Periodicals, Hymn Books, &c.

@orrespondene,

CONGREGATIONAL PROVIDENT
FUND.

Dear Sir,— Your editorial suggestion
in the current number of the magazine,
under the heading, ¢ Better than a Le-
gacy,” is timely, and meets the case of
many who, T hope, will take advantage
of it.

It might be better that the condition
attached to the gift should rcad thus:
““That as long as he lives, the interest
““of the gift, or the amount of its annual
‘¢ earnings, (whatever they may be,)shall
“ be paid to him ; and, if he will, after
‘ his death to his wife, should she sur-
““vive him.”

This rendering wonld obviate any dif-
ficulty that might arise from a possible,
though not probable, necessity for
trenching on the funds of the society,

should the income of the investment, a
any time, fall short of the guaranteed
interest.

While 1 am writing on this subject,
allow me to present to our laymen of

means the urgent necessity for providing |

anendowment'for the ¢ Pastors’ Retiring
Fund.”

The want of such a fund has long been
felt, on two grounds. Inthe first place,
it is a matter of simple justice to God’s
servants who, having laboured long in
the vineyard—even to old age, find that
theiv natural strength is abated, and
their vigour of mind impaired ; but who,
having no means, saved from a scanty
salary, have either to suffer quietly in
very straitened circumstances, or to con-
tinue preaching, while uufitted both in
body and mind for the duty.

In the second place, it is most deci-
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dedly for the interest of the churches
that such a fund should be established,
for, in some cases the churches are
allowed to suffer from the physical and
intellectual inability of aged or infirm
ministers, because of the dislike of their
people to turn off a faithful man who
had worn himself out in their service.
The Directors of the Widows' and

- Orphans’ Fund are now applying to Par-

liament for an amendment to their Char-

. ter, changing its name to the “ Congre-

gational Provident Fund,” and to in-
clude the administration of the ¢ Pastors’
Retiring Fund ” along with its present
work.
- We want a nucleus to start with, and
at the present season of the year, so full
of generous and kindly impulses, will
some of the brethren consider the urgent
claims of the new fund, and send a
‘¢ New Year’s Gift ”" in this direction ?
The English fund of the same name
has, if I mistake not, a capital of £90,000,
and proposes to increase it to £100,000
before the year is out—a little less will
do for ws. Donors will kindly send
their gifts to Mr. J. C. Barton, Treasurer,
W. & O. Fund, Montreal.

Cuas. R. Brack,
Sec’y. W. & 0. Fund.
Montreal, 17th Dec., 1872,

AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONS,

Dear BroTHER,—Your position res-
pecting membership in the Associations
and the Union is the one that has all
along seemed to me correct. But your
statempent, that ** in the United States
the State organizations are delegated
bodies,” is a mistake as far as the West-
ern States at least are concerned. In
Jowa at least, and, 1 feel certain, in
others, all members of the local Associa-
tions are at liberty to attend every
meeting of the General Association, and
take unrestrained part in itsproceedings.
The constitution says : ** This Associa-
tion consists of the Churches and Minis-
ters connected with Minor Associations
belonging to this Body.” It has argicles
of faith, and of course the minor asso-
ciations are supposed to be based on
them ; but in none of the cfses in
which, during five years, I saw members
received, was any question asked touch-

CORRESPONDENCE.

ing assent to them. Indeed an insisting
on universal assent to them would neces-
sitate either a large ‘‘scatteration ” or
else a deal of ‘‘ private interpretation,”
—and of the latter perhaps no greater
supply than other denuminations can
furnish is needed for the spread of a
religion of truth. Agreeance on the
doctrines that must be believed if the
soul is to be saved is all that any large
Christian body can obtainin these times,
and if our Union cannot adopt such a
platform its members must be fewer
than our useful ministers.

J. M. SmiTH.
Ambherstburg, Dec. 18, 1872

[Our Correspondent’s correction of our
statement has induced us to look again
into the question of fact, as to the nature
of the State Associations, which we
thought we understood pretty well. And
we find that the truth lies midway be-
tween us and him, as to the matter of
limited delegations. Dr. Dexter, in his
standard work on Congregationalism (we
have only the first edition,) says, ‘‘New
Hawmpshire, Massachusetts, and Con-
necticut have General Associations based
purely on delegations from local clerical
associations. Vermont, New York, Ill-
inois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Jowa and
California have substantially such bodies,
with a lay element superadded. In
Rhode Island, Indiana, Minnesota, Ne-
braska and Oregon, the State bodies
seem to be made up of pastors and de-
legates coming directly from thechurches
without delegation frum any interme-
diate body whatever.” (p.226, nvte.) ** In
Maine and Ohio, the Statc body isa
General Conference, made up of dele-
gates lay and clerical, fromlucal conferen-
ces, Massachusetts has recently formed
such a body, in addition to her General
Association.” (p. 227, note.) We would
further remark, that whether the local
assoclation appear by delegates orin a
body, the principle holds good, that the
only dooy to the gencral s through the
local body.  The only exceptivn that we
know of besides thuse quoted above, i8
in Missouri, where “ churches and min-
isters” are received directly into the
State body, and District Conferences
are also eligible, * their ministers and
churches being entitled to seats in the
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~ association.” This body is based on the

Plymouth Declaration of Faith (1865).
Into the other question hinted at by
our correspondent, viz., what ought to
be the (doctrinal) terms of membership
in any such body, we forbear to enter at

" present, simply remarking that most of

those who have given much attention to
the matter draw a broad distinction be-
tween the terms of fellowship, for private
members, and the requisites for public

i teaching. The very terms here employed,

¢ save the soul,” have now become am-
biguous. What is ““the soul”? What
is it, to “save the soul”? But we merely
wish to indicate the issues involved in
this matter, not to discuss it in a note.
—Ep. C. 1}

BACK NUMBERS.
Dear INpEPENDENT,—] have on hand

a large bundle of back numbers of the

" to 1867, inclusive.

*C. 1.7 of various dates, from 1862 up
If any of your read-

. ers, wishing to complete files, chvose to
. send me a post card naming the copy

they require, I shall be happy to send
them what they want, if in my power.

Address, Rev. R. Browy,
Garafraxa.
December 18th, 1872.

THREE MONTHS IN BRITAIN.
(Continued).
DEAr BROTHER, - Is it weakness, or

© ig it mere curivsity, or is it a thirsting for

the highest moral and spiritual stimulus,

' that determines tourists to seek out the

most distinguished preacher in the towns

. and cities where they way be tempora-

rily sojourning ! Pure devotivnal feel-
ing, and it may be also true edification,
might be better satisfied by going to
hear preachers of less pretentious name,
and by frequenting less crowded con-
gregations, but surely a minister whois

. necessarily seldom a hearer of sermons,

may be pardoned if he prefers to hear
those whose fame as preachers «r lead-
ers of religious parties would indicate
that they possess a few. elements of
strength worth knowing. Onthe morn-
ing of our second Sabbath in London,
we set out for Westminster Abbey that
we might hear

DEAN STANLEY.

Ou our arrival before the hour of
worship, we found that part of the mag-
nificent Abbey set apart for public wor-
ship nearly filled with an eager and
expectant audience, many of whom, we
should judge, were strangers like our-
selves. After a full hour devoted to
liturgical and choral service, the Dean,
who 18 a man beneath the middle stat-
ure, with sharp features, most expressive
eye, and dark hair silvered with grey,
ascended the pulpit. A circumstance
happening only a few days before, and
causing quite an agitation,determined the
preacher in the choice of his text. The
circumstance was the threatened de-
struction of Canterbury Cathedral, in
consequence of the ignition of some rub-
bish left by the workmen who were
engaged in repairing portions of that
noble cdifice. By the prompt exertions
of parties who were on the’ spot, the
flames were extinguished before much
damage had been done. With a view
to improve the event the Dean chose
for his text Psalm 48, verses 12 and 13—
¢ Walk about Zion, and go round about
her, tell the towers thereof: mark ye
well her bulwarks, consider her palaces,
that ye may tell it to the generation
following.”

Thepreacher’s introduction was drawn '

from the historical event of which the
Psalm

was the commemoration, the .

threatened destruction of Jerusalem and |
the temple by the Assyrian army in the |
night of Hezekiah, which resulted in |

the complete overthrow of the proud
invader by the judgments of Jehuvzh.
Most felicitously did he depict the grate-
ful and jubilant feelings of the poorand
patriotic Jew, as on the morning that
succeeded the night of the fearful over-
throw of the invading army, he walked
around the walls of Zion, and counted
the towers and bulwarks, the palaces
and bastions, which only the night
before the boasting invader had marked
for destruction. By an easy trausition,
the Dean then spoke of the narrow, but
most happy escape of the magnificent
Cathedral of Canterbury from destruc-
tion by fire, an escape for which he was
persuaded every man and denomination
felt truly thankful to Divine providence.
After enlarging upon the historical as-
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sociation and architectural beauty of the
hoary and venerable pile, and speaking
of the great loss which the country would
have sustained had the whole been re-
duced to ashes, thz preacher chose for
his topic—¢‘The Church of England
considered as a national and spiritual
superstructure : what a blessing to the
country, and how great the loss to the
nation, to Christianity and to civiliza-
tion, in the event of her overthrow.”
The sermon, which was eloquent and
able, as all the efforts of the Dean of
Westminster are, might be called a
eulogy on the English Church, calcu-
lated to make every churchman present
proud of the church of his country.
Not that the Dean’s praise of his church
was absolute and unqualitied, for he
freely adimitted that she had been bigot-
ed and persccuting, and that she had
been concerned in much that was gues-
tionable and in some things that were
shameful ; but then he contended that
those evils of bigotry, intolerance and
persccution, were not the necessary out-

growth or the natural development of
the church system, but the necessary

evils of an imperfect civilization, from
which other churches were not free, and
many of them less free than the English

! Church. The ninety-seven archbishops

of Canterbury, from Augustine down to

- the present occupant of the archiepisco-
- pal chair were held up as with few

- more illustrious.

exceptions a iine of prelates most con-
spicuous for their learning, ability and
plety, and than whom no church in
Christendom could present a succession
Indeed, the Dean

© most lovingly commended the Arch-

bishop of Canterbury to the humble
acknowledgment of all the churches in

. England, inclusive of the dissenters, for

he bears the title of Primate of all

" England and Metropolitan of all the

Queen’s churches. The preacher en-

" larged upon the English Church as a fit

instrument for national good, on ac-

. count of her historical associations, her
. wealth, and the culture, learning, and

piety of her clergy. The Dean, as is

! well kuown, is Broad Church, and al-
. though most tolerant of all theological
" beliefs and creeds, does not favour

ritaal innovations. We should judge
from his preaching that his broad-
churchism is negative rather than posi-
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tive, and assume that it rather covers

with its mantle of charity all beliefs,
than seeks to attack any article of faith.
His allusions to other religious denomi-
nations were quite complimentary,

though he spoke of them rather with a -

patronizing air, and claimed that they all
sprang from the English Church, in-
stancing the Wesleys, Whitfields, and
Browne, and falling into the common
mistake of making him the founder of
the Independents. Much, (he said)
very much, do the churchand the nation
owe to the hymns of Watts and Wesley,
and te the beautiful allegory of Bunyan;
yet 1t must be owned that the objects
contemplated by all the nonconforming
churches werelimited and circumscribed.
It was either to contend against sume
real or supposed error, or to uphold
some one principle. The Methodists
held up the doctrine of personal assu-
rance of salvation ; the Baptists the
ancient_doctrine of baptism by immer-
sion ; the Independents contended for
the self-govermment of the local church ;
and the Presbyterians for the parity of
the clergy. But the Church of England
was not merely the church of an idea or
a principle ; it existed for the express pur-
pose of doing good.

Judging from this discourse, as also

those of his writings with which we are

familiar, we should say that the Dean
of Westminster is a most accomplished
scholar, versed in history, especially

that of his own country, a chaste and '

elegant but not very eloquent speaker,

a subtle but not profound reasoner, a :

most staunch churchman, and sinrularly
free from all dogmatic ties whe

|

Strongly although the Dean ..c1s on .

the question of the union of Church
and State, the whole discourse, which

'
i
i

was largely apologetic, indicated a ner- -
vous fear of disestablishment as looming °

up in the distance, and earnestly, in
conclusion, did he urge church reform.

“

With allusion to the left rubbish that °

proved as tinder to the fire that so

nearly prevailed to reduce to ashes the '

noble and historic edifice of Canterbury
Cathedral, he said, ‘‘The rubbish of

ecclesiastical abuses, if not promptly '
romoved, might prove that on which the |
spark of popular indignation might fall, .
in an evil hour, and sweep away the .
entire fabric of the English Church.”



. Tabernacle is always crowded
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The preacher did not indicate whether
the rubbish to Le¢ removed consisted in
ritualistic innovations or evangelical
dogmas, so that the call for reform is
not likely to be heeded.

Between the church by Dean Stanley
sounding forth the praises of the Eng-
lish Church in the magnificent Abbey
of Westminster, and the place 1 wor-
shipped in, and the preacher I heard in
the evening of the same Sabbath, the
difference was great indeed. The place
was the Metropolitan Tabernacle, and
the preacher was

SPURGEON.

No two men could be more unlike
than Stanley and Spurgeon, either in
bodily appearance or mental habitude—
the one thin and careworn, his coun-
tenance bearing the pale, sickly cast of
thought ; the other, plump, portly and
jovial, appearing as if it were impossible
that he could be the pastor of the largest
nonconformist church in London, and
also the principal of a college. The
one, refined, erudite and scholarly ; the
other, blunt, practical, logical and earn-
est. The one, carving little for any
creed ; the other, the jealous guardian
of orthodoxy. Yet both are able men,
voluminous writers, and acknowledged
leaders in very different schools of
thought. Why is it that Spurgeon’s
It was
the season of the year when very many
church goers are out of town, and we
were half an hour before the time;
yet we were compelled to wait for so
long a period with many more at the
door of the place of worship, until the

- ordinary hearers, who were admitted by

side doors, were all seated ; and then
when the ponderous doors were opened,
—came the inevitable crush, filling up
all the spare room in the pews, and also
the aisles. Spurgeon looked but little
older than when I last heard him, four-
teen years ago. His voice has the same
clear, manly ring, and although we sat
near the door, we heard every word
plainly. He preached from Isaiah 66 :
1,2 -+Thus saith the Lord, the
Heaven is iy throne, and the Earth is
my footstool ; where is the house that
ye build unto me, and where is the
piace of my rest? for all those things
have been, saith the Lord ; but to this
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mine hand made, and all those things
man will T look, even to him that
is poor and of a contrite spirit, and
trembleth at my word.” The sermon
was earnest, experimental and practical,
abounding in illustrations, all of them
simple and appropriate. The matter
was not new, the reasoning was not
profound, yet his pictures were argu-
ments, and his sequences were so direct
and logical as at once to carry con-
viction to the judgment, and disarm
criticism. He had some very fine re-
marks on the human spirit as the true
home and rest of the Divine Spirit;

and although the great aim of the dis- :

course was to comfort the heavy-hearted
and broken-spirited, and to alarm the
secure and hardened sinner,he dealt some
trenchant blows at the ritualists, whose
ancestors in the Jewish church were
those with whom God was expostulating
by His prophet in the text. Spurgeon
certainly excels in the art of putting
things, and of saying what everybody
knows in a way that interests everybody.
The singing of the congregation is hearty
and rousing, and the lay talent in the
church is utilized, for some thirty
preaching stations in and around Lon-
don are supplied from thence.

The College has sent out 103 students.

The present attendance is 80, and the
weekly offertory for the College amount-

ed to £38 on the previous Sabbath.

But my letter is already too long, and ‘

I must defer a few notes on Scotland

and Scottish preachers until your next. -

R. K. BLACK.
Milton, N. S., 16th Dec.

NEWMAN HALL AND OUT-DOOR
SERVICES.

DEaR Sir,—dpropes of a remark in
the last number of the INDEPENDENT, a
friend recently arrived from the old
country sends us the following :
Newman Hall’s Chapel, in the Black-
friar’s Road, London, England, orrather
in front of it, open air preaching is car-
ried on by a band of pious men every
ceening in the week during the summer
months, for about two hours each even-
ing, some of the speakers occupying only
five minutes, others perhaps half-an-
hour. The Rev. Newman Hall related,

At

at a Conference held in the Conference °




" representatives, clerical an
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Hall, Mildmay Park, Islington, at which

d lay, of many
churches were present, some of his own
experiences as an open-air preacher.
He said he had been engaged as an open-
air preacher for more than thirty years,
and could therefore speak as ‘‘one hav-

{ ingauthority.” Oneincident he related,

among others, is characteristic of the
man, and may serve as an illuatration
of the old saw, ‘‘strike whilst the iron
is hot.” Having promised to supply
the pulpit for a friend at Dover, he
reached that place on the Saturday after-
noon, and was struck with the fine posi-
tion of the pier and the numbers passing,

- and thought to himself, 1 must have an

open-air service here to-morrow after-
noon. Assoon as he returned to the

- vestry after the Sunday morning service,

he told the office-bearers of his intention,
asking if they would accompany him.

. One of them agreed to go, but the others

raised objections, did not think their

. pastor would approve of his supply acting

so, and thought the members of the
church would not like it. Therev. gen-
tleman asked forthe names and addresses
of two or three of the supposed would-
be objectors, intending to call on them _
as soun as dinner was over, with the in-
tention of hearing and endeavouring to
overcome any objections.  The first
house he called at he told the master of

" the house, in presence of his family, that

he had been informed he would possibly

" object to a minister, who came to supply

his pastor’s pulpit, holding, on the same
day, an open-air service. The gentle-

" man rather hesitatingly replied that he

- church would.

did not himself so much dislike the idea,
but he thought other members of the
The wife and daughters
were then appealed to. They, like the
husband, did not mind it, but thought
Mrs. So-and-sowould not be well pleased.
Mr. Hall, thinking that if he called on
Mr. and Mrs. So-and-so, he would get

: the same answer from them, pressed the

young ladies particularly to say whether
they really felt any dislike to the idea.
They answered, no. Then, said he, I
want some ladies to assist in the singing,
and as I do not purpose commencing the
service before 3:30, you will have time
to dress and walk down to the pier with
me. Thus caught, the ladies could but
comply ; and, said the rev. speaker,

CORRESPONDENCE,

““we had a most successful, and, I be-

lieve, a truly blessed service of praise,

prayer, and preaching.”
Toronto, Dec., 1872.

JOTTINGS FROM NEW YORK.

Dear Epiror,—As many of your
readers feel interested in what is trans-
piring here, I venture to send a few
jottings ere I leave this stirring city.

The Rev. Dr. Crosby, pastor of a
large Presbyterian church, I have had
the pleasure of hearing twice. He isa
learned, able, and sound minister, Chan-
cellor of the University, one of the com-
mittee for the revision of the Scriptures,
and characterized by a genial and kind
spirit. His Sabbath-day sermon, was
the commencement of a series on the
decalogue—God’s manuscript to man,
There was a great amount of Gospel
truth in the discourse, and the series,
in the hands of such a master, must be
eminently useful. It was gratifying to
hear the authority of the Law vindicated,

not as the way of salvation, but as the .

rule of life ;and to observe the futility of
the objections of those who speak lightly
of the moral law. Yesterday, the Na-

tional Thanksgiving Day, he preached .

from Prov. xi., 10." It was a practical,
out-spuken sermon, illustrative of the
text. He read Psalms ninety-two and
one hundred and forty-five, the people
responding each alternate verse, Among
the reasons of thanksgiving, he men-
tioned the Geneva arbitration, by which
two great nations embraced each other,
and the remarkable peaceful success of
the late election in this great republic.
He referred particularly to New York
City, and its influence abroad ; how God
had heard prayer in its behalf, and the
duty of Christians to vote for what is
righteous and honouring to God. The
dangers to this city, he said, were not in-
fidelity or Romanism ; but the race for
wealth, temptation to luxury, and the
influx of the foreign element. On one
occasion I entered the Episcopal church,
Broadway, known by the name of Grace
Church, when Dr. Potter preaches. It
is spoken of as wealthy, and what 1 am
going to state proves it. The pastor
made a special appeal in behalf of a Mis-
sion church, and said they required
81,500 at that time. Fiom the piles of

P
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bills on the plates I thought they would
realize the amount, and on enquiry sub-
sequently, I found the collection ex-
ceeded $1600.

Our friend Dr. Ormiston I found in
his usual place on a Sabbath evening
The congregation was large, but not
crowded. Some Toronto friends were
present. The sermon was on God’s ex-
postulation with sinners based on Isa. i,
18. The summons—the subject—and the
promise, were faithfully and evangeli-
cally discussed, and the appeals were
earnest and pointed.

The Fulton Street Prayer Meeting,
I attended twice. These meetings are
largely attended, and are evidently pro-
ductive of much spiritual good.

T was glad to meet again our friend
John Duugall, working with his usual
energy. The New York Daily Witness
is extensively read, and is gaining power
in this city in answer to many prayers.
May God sustain and prosper the pro-
prietor in his great work !

On Tuesday last, I attended the recep-
tion meeting in Cooper’s Institute to
meet Mr. Stanley, the New York Hevald
correspondent, and the discoverer of Dr.
Livingstone. The attendance was large,
but through indisposition, Mr. Stanley
was not present. The President of the
Geographical Snciety gave a sensible
address, Mr. John Livingstone, from
Listowel, and vthers followed, and the
deepest interest was evinced in the great
African explorer, whom many hope to
see cre another year elapses.

Last Sabbath morning 1 was present
at the re-opening of Broadway Taber-
nacle Congregational Church, corner of
34th Street. The building is truly mag-
nificent, perhaps a little loo gaudy.
The cost of recent improvements is
estimated at £50,000. Dr. Taylor, the
present gifted and eloquent pastor, nas a
prospect of great usefulness,  His ser-

! mon on this oceasion was exceedingly
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appropriate, and delivered with great
power. It was based on the text,
““ Lord, I beseech Thee, send now pros-
perity.” Ps. cxviii., 25. The clements of
prosperity in a church, he described in
the first place. Then there were four
subdivisions. He said it must be a Living
—Loving-Liberal-and Luborious church.
These points were ably illustrated.
The second head was, the source of this
prosperity— God—prayer to God, which
he beautifullyillustrated. Asmile passed
over many as he spoke of religious gyp-
sies, who wander from church to church,
grumblers and complainers, having no
resting place.

In the afternoon 1 heard the distin-
guished Dr. John Hall. He has a
wealthy and crowded congregation, and
his ministry is powerful for goud. This
sermon was on Habakkuk, one of the
minor Prophets. He ably analyzed and
discussed the main points of the pro-
phecy, with a full exhibition of gospel
truth,and pungent appeals to the people.
He is a noble and generous man, and is
wielding immense influence.

I heard our good brother in the even-
ing, Dr. Inglis, late of Hamilton, and
found him as cordial as ever. He gavea
powerful addressin support of City Mis-
sions in Dr. Rogers’s church,—a work of
great importance in this populous city,
and one that is liberally sustained.

New York has its vices and corrup-
tious like other great cities, but it has

precious salt in the form of devoted and .

active Christians, men and women 3 and
there is reason to hope that God will
yet further bless these varied agencies
for the advancement of purity and piety.
Prayer, holy living, and earnest effort

will surely here, and in our own highly .

favoured Dominion, secure, under God,
blessed results.
Yours fraternally,
James T. BYRXNE.
New VYork, Nov. 29, 1872,

The true motives of our actions, like the reed pipes of an organ, are usually
concealed ; but the gilded and hollow pretext is pompously placed in the front for

show.

One of the saddest things about human nature is, that a man may guide others
in the path of life without walking in it himself, that he may be a pilot and yet

a cast-away.
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THE WEEK OF PRAYER,

The World's Week of Prayer extends
from January 5th to January 13th, 1873.
The following programme of topics has
been issued by the Evangelical Alliance.

Sunday, Jan. Sth.—Sermons. Sub-
ject : The foundation, security, and
universal extension of the Christian
Church.

Monday, Jan. 6th.—Devout acknow-
ledgment : remembrance of God’s mercy
to the nation, to families, and to the
churches ; providential and spiritual
blessings to ourselves; confession of sin.

Tuesday, Jan. Tth.—Prayer : For
Christian churches; their increase in
love, activity, fidelity to the truth, and
the clearer manifestation of the unity in
the faith ; for ministers, missionaries and
evangelists.

Wednesday, Jan. 8th.—Prayer: For
fathers and families ; for sons and daugh-
ters of Christian parents : for a blessing
on home influence, and ou the services
and ordinances of ¢ the Church of God ;”
for schools, colleges, and universities ;
for children at sea or in foreign lands;
for young men in business and profes-
sions ; for servants ; and for all in sick-
pess and tribulation.

Thursday, Jan 9th.—Prayer : For na-
tions, for kings, and all in authority ;
for the maintenance of peace ; for in-
crease in righteousness ; for the spread
of religious liberty ; for the growth of
sound knowledge ; for contentment, con-
i cord and good will among all classes ;
i for the discernment of God’s hand in
the national judgments; and for the
removal of intemperance. immorality,
and the sins which are a * reproach to
any people.”

Friday, January 10th.—Prayer : For
mankind ; for the circulation of the Holy
Scriptures, and the spread of pure litera-
ture ; for the overthrow of all forms of
tyranny and oppression ; for the removal
of every form of Anti-Christ; for all
prisoners and captives ; and for the in-
crease of that kingdom which is ““right-
eousness, peace and joy in the Holy
Ghost.”

Saturday, Jan. I11th.--Prayer: For
Sunday Schools ; for missionary, tract
and other religious societies ; for the
raising up and sending forth of more
‘‘labourers into his harvest ;” and for
the removal of hindrances to the spread
of the Gospel, and the conversion of
the world. .

Sunday, Jan. 12th.—Sermons : *“ Let
the whole earth be filled with his glory !
Amen and amen.”

CENTRAL
session of the Central Association will
begin on Tuesday, the 11th of February,
in Zion Church, Toront., lasting two
days.

3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 11th. After

AssociATION .—The winter

The Association will meet at :

organization and election of Chairman,

half an hour will be spent in hearing
reports of churches and in prayer. The
forenoon and afternoon sessions
Wednesday will be each commenced
with a half hour spent in the same way.

On Tuesday evening at 7:30 a sermon
will be preached by Rev. Thomas M.
Reikie, (Rev. Robert Robinson, alter-
nate) ; to be followed by the adminis-
tration of the Lord’s Supper. On Wed-
nesday evening a public meeting will be
held, at which all the ministerial breth-

on .

ren from without the city, except the !

preacher of the previous evening, will
be speakers.

During the day-sessions the following -

papers will be called for, and the sub-
Jects therein brought up discussed hy
the Association :—

1. Subjects for Baptism — Rev. D.
McGregor.

2. Public Prayer—Rev. F. H Mar- .

ling.

3. Pastoral Visitation—Rev. T. M.

Reikie.

4. Ministerial Study—Rev. J. A, R. |

Dickson.
5. Our Young People—Rev. R. Rob-
ingon.

6. Church-building — Rev. J. Uns- °

worth.
7. Review—Rev. B. W. Day.

The common text is—Romans viii. 1,

*“ There is therefere now no condemna-
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" 8on, 72 Gould Street,
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tion,” etc. The churches in the Central
Ontario District are invited to send
their delegates. Delegates and minis-
terial members will signify beforehand

- by post, their intention of coming, to the

pastor of Zion Church, Rev. 8. N. Jack-
Collections will
be taken up at each evening meeting.
W, W, SMitH,
Secretary.
Pine Grove. Dec. 20, 1872.

Wipows’ Funp. [ have no announ-
cement to make for the W. and O.
Fund, but I beg to acknowledge the
generous donation of $50 from the Rev.
Horrocks Cocks, of England, per Rev.
F. H. Marling, for the ** Congreguiional
Ministers Retiring Fund.”

J. C. BArToN,
Treaswrer.
Montveal, 20th Dec.. 1872.

Hetos of the Churches.

MisstoNnary MEerTiNes, M. D.—Ac-
cording to arrangement, the Brethren
Wheeler, Gray, Smith, and McGregor

" met at Thistletown on Monday evening

the 9th December ; ~“attendance about
50, mostly composed of young people,—
a good sign.  Collection 8, more ex-
pected ; singing goud.

Tuesday 10th at Pine Grove, atten-
dance fair; contributions $33. These
sums from a self-sustaining church are
a clear gain to the Missionary Society.
Mr. Smith is doing good work; his
well-known zeal, business habits and
prudence, by God’s blessing, insure suc-
cess 3 his people are devoted to him and
the cause ; some *‘seem to be pillars.”

Wednesday 11th, at Father Wheeler’s
field of labour, Bolton, .4lbion; the
meeting not large. Collectors appoint-
ed , the result to be reported afterwards.
The pastor put us in mind of a bird on
the branch of a tree on the bank of a

" river, merrily singing, wistfully looking

across, ‘‘ not anxious to die as long as
God lias anything for me to do here,
but as sure of being taken to heaven as
tiod is true.” Happy muis !

Thursday 12th found us at East Erin,
& part of Mr. Gray’s field. Mr. Wheeler,
hy reason of domestic afiliction, was
unable to accompany the other members
of the deputation. Attendance about
G0 ; proceeds $20 57. Warm-hearted

. people, and o good collection, consider-

1y the heavy outlay in church-building.
‘T'his part of the field is promising, and
HMr, Gray is just the man for it— full of
cuerzy and  sclf-denying effort, and

much esteemed by those who know
him.

Friday 13th at Altorn; attendance
good. Mr. Denny in the chair. Con-
tributions something over $20. We
thought more might be collected, but
parties on the spot knew best. Mr.
James Davies came to lend a helping
hand, and delivered a telling speech ;
told of good done in his tield of labour,
and expressed strong hope of success in
the future.

On the whole, our meetings were a
success ; weather favourable and fine,
moonlight, and everywhere Christian
kindness abounded. Missionary meet-
ings are now no novelties, but a part of
our denominational work, to be sus-
tained by those who love the principles
held sacred by ourselves and others as
our distinctive principles—faithful evan-
gelistic labours, and purity of com-
munion, The day we cease to hold
both a sacred trust, our glory is de-
parted ! The noble work the Mission-
ary Society is enabling ministers and
churches to do is too little known. The
Christlike work of helping the heirs of
heaven to pass through the dark valley
and the waters of Jordan, is hid from
many who contribute to the funds of
the Missionary Society. Were they to
hear the many cries from those beloved
ones, ‘‘ When will you come again?
Do come back soon, T longed for you
I am sure they would never think of
withholding their contributions ; and
the writer can testify that every year
souls are led to the knowledge of the
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Saviour on beds of gickness and death ;
that no mention is made of either in tho
annual reports or returns to the District
Secretaries,

To meet & previous arrangement, I
went Lo Euast Erin for Sabbath the 15th,
and preached two sermons to attentive
and appreciative congregations : one in
that most expressive, pure, sonl-stirring
language, the Gaelic, perhaps the most
perfect vehicle for devotion of all the
languages of the earth, a language
honoured by Queen, princes, and not a
few nubles.  Those who know it scorn
the thought that to know it is to be
ignorant of other languages. We thank
God for it as a means of increased
usefulness.

D. McGREGOR.

MoNTREAL, 410N CHURCH.—A most
important step was advpted at a special
church meeting held on the 11th De-

. cember,--no less than the sale of the

. soun as the way is clear,

present building, and the erection of a
new vne on the corner of St. Catherine
and Stanley Streets. This would of
course supersede the proposed Western
church [t is furtherdesigned to deve-
lope the Shaftesbury Hall Mission into
a church, with an edifice near Richmond
Square or Guy Street, to be built as
Moreover, the

" Fastern church may probably remove

up to the line of St. Catherine Street,
near St. Lawrence Main Street. In
this way it is expected to ‘‘command the
entire residential part of Montreal by
three churches sufficiently far apart.”
As far as we can judge, from a distance,
this seems to us an eminently wise deci-
sion, for, doubtless, Radegonde Street,
at the foot of Beaver Hall hill, was
being rapidly left bchind by the homes
of the people. The Western church
would have drained it dry, with no pros-
pect of filling up the vacancies. We
always felt that it was a great mistake
torebuild there after the tive. We ear-
nestly hope that this change will rein-
force the Eastern church, which isin
the wrong place, not well-housed, and
ought to have i.ad a colony of families
sent off to it. The South Western
church, to grow out of Shaftesbury
Hall, will serve the important manufac-
turing population in that part of the
city. It is pleasant to know that this
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plan was adopted with but two or three
dissentients.

SHERBROOKE, Q.—A correspondent
writes :—Prosperity in our church
melts all our hearts, and we love to tell
of the good things the Lord has done
for us. We are in the midst of rejoic-
ing over the completion of a handsome
new chapel, For a long time we had
felt our old lecture room too cramped
and dismal for our Sunday School, which
numbers about one hundred members,
Accordingly our wise men, after consid-
ering the matter gravely, decided to
build a large room in the rear of our
Church to be designated our CHAPEL.
The work was forthwith commeénced and
speedily finished. Itis about fifty feet
in length and nearly as broad, and very
high in proportion. Eight long win-
dows let in plenty of day-light ; which
is reflected from pure white walls. The
woodwork is grained beautifully to imi-
tate black walnut and oak. The task of
furnishing our Chapel fell on the class-
es; each class had been contributing
weekly towards the Chapel fund. With
this money the seats, desk, and window
shades were procured. The carpets,
bronze hanging lamps, the stove and
clock, were the gifts of several individ-
ual members of the Church and Society,
and so algo were the illuminated texts
which adorn the walls. Over the desk
hangs the motto “‘Only Jesus”, to the
right and left of it are ¢“God bless onr
Sunday School” and ““Nearer, my God, to
Thee,” while at either end of the room
are the texus, “Suffer little children to
come unto Me”, and “Ask, and it shall be
given yow.”

The old lecture room has been conver-
ted into a spacious kitchen, and supplied
with alarge cookingstove, for the better
convenience of the ladies who give the
social entertainments. The proceeds of
these gatherings go towards the clearing
away of the debt on the new building.
Suitable opening services were held on
the twenty-third of October, an enter-
tainment being given which was a suc-
cess socially and financially. The Pastor
then proposed that the name ¢‘Plymouth
ghurch” be given to our Church edi-

ce.

And now that I have told you about
our new Chapel, permit me to say a few
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words abuut our school and its Monthly
Concert. The evening of every second
Sunday of the month 1s given up to the
School, and this concert is what may be
termed our pet meeting. The Superin-
tendent takes the lead, and the scholars
do all the speaking and singing. Suime-
times a general lesson is given to all the
classes but oftener each teacher selects
a lesson for his or her own scholars.
After the usunal opening School services,
which consist of reading alternately be-
tweenthe superintendent and the school,
singing and prayer, the infant classes
are called upon to recite. Tt is touching
to listen to those little voices telling
over their sweet verses or hymns, with
a clearness of voice and beauty of ex-
pression sometimes really wonderful.
We are very fortunate in having such
infant-class teachers as we have. Then
follow lessuns from the larger children,
with plenty of singing which keeps all
from feeling the exercisestedious. The
members of the Bible classes do not con-
sider themselves past the age when they
may contribute with pleasure and
profit to the recitations of the concert.
We all lovk forward eagerly to the hear-
ing of the choice selections of sacred po-
etry and prose given by the young la-
dies, and well prepared themes by the
young men. A collection is taken at the
close of the service, which is applied to
school purposes. These concerts help
to keep our scholars together, and they
create a Jivelier interest in the Sabbath
school, and no doubt add to the num-
bers; we could not do without them,
and we feel certain thata plan some-
what similar, followed in other schools,
would be of great benefit to our church-
es. The Sunday Schoul prayer mect-
ing, held the week following the concert,
i8 not as well attended as we could wish,
but we houpe that ere long the Lord will
pour us vut a blessing.

Before closing I feel that I must
mention the latest innovation in our
church, it is the introduction of Dr.
Hatfield’s new ““Church Hymn Book.”
‘We have been for sume time contempla-
ting this change, but we wished tu be
sure when it tovk place that we had se-
cured a suitable successor to good old
“Watts’ and Select.” This venerable
Hymn Book is dear to the hearts of all,
and especially to a few of our congrega-
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tion, whose puritan ancestors held it
next to the Bible. We honour these as-
sociations, and we hope the day will
never cume when the tie will be severed
which binds us to the memory of the
pilgrims and their hymns. But never-
theless the change seews to be satisfac-
tory. The collection both of hymns and
tunes is very complete and choice, and
like many new friends this hymn buok
improves on acquaintance. The first
hymn writers have not been forgotten,
and Dr. Hatfield while anxious to give
a psaltery in every way suited to modern
congregations, has very wisely and well
laid foundations on the sweetest and
dearest verses of Watts and Wesley.
The book cannot be recommended too
highly either as a collectivn of hymns or
tunes, K. S. Q.

WarkrLoo, Q.—Messrs. W, P. Hill-
house and 8. McKenna, deacons, and
R. Elstone, secretary of the church, send
the following :—

It was resolved at a full mecting of
the Congregational Church in this place
this day, (Dec17,) © Thatas our Pastor,

Rev. H. J. Colwell, has tendered his re- l

signation of the pastorage of this church,
we regret very much to be obliged to
accept the same, and commend him to
the churches of vur order, as a faithful
and earnest minister of the gospel.”

Rev. J. G. SaNbERsoN has accepted
the call froim Ottawa, but we cannot
give the date of his removal. Rev. W.
Manchee will spend some time in Oro,
on Mr. 8.’s departure.

NortHERN CHuUgrcH, ToruNTO.—On
Friday, November 22nd, a most success-
ful entertainment was given |y the chil-
dren of our Sabbath-school, under the
presidency of Mr. H. J. Clark, the
Superintendent. The musical part of
the programme, under the conductor-
ship of Miss Hattie Williamson, was in
every way satisfactory. The proceeds,
amounting to about $30, were applied
to the Schuol Building Fund.—The
Annual Sermons in connection with the
school were preached on Sunday, Dec.
15th, by the Rev. William Manchee, of
London, Eng. The sermon in he after-
noon, from the words ‘ Comne unty Me,”
was specially adapted for the children,
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who manifested considerable intercst in
the preacher’s discourse,  Collections
were taken up towards the current ex-
penditure of the schuul.  Our pastor
has introduced a new plan in the con-
duct of the weckly prayer wmeetings,
which has, thus far, proved intercsting
and beneticial.  The meeting is entirely
free. A chapter, decided upon the week
previous, is made the basis of comment
or exhortation by brethren. This is felt
to be a step in the right direction, and
we would cordially recornmend it to the
churches generally.  *¢ Where the spirit
of the Lord is, there is liberty.”- T. K,

Toronto, TEMPERANCE MEETING, —
A meeting was held in the Bond Sireet
Congregational Church on Friday even-
ing, Dec. 20, under the auspices of the
of the Christian Total Abstinence So-
ciety of the church.  The attendance was
not large. On the plationm were the
Rev. F. H. Marling in the chair, and the
Revs. J. A. R Dickson, 8. N. Juachson,
E. H. Dewart, and John Cameron, Mr.
W. H. Rodden, and Ald. Cuatsworth,
who addressed the audience. The strain
of the arguments was that temperance
being a Christian and a religious duty,
as well as sucial and morzl obligation,
it became personally binding on all pro-
fessing Christians to be total abstainers.
When this point had been reached,
when every congregation bhecame an
assembly of tetotallers, there would no
longer be any need for thuse numercus
and partially isclated teinperanct socie-
ties which now wage unequal conflict.
The addresses were marked by refresh-
ing vigour and originality. - Glob.

GEURGETOWN.— A course of six lec-
tures, for the benefit of the Sunday
School, was opened on Tuesday evening,
17th December, by Rev. F. H. Marling,
who addressed a good audience on
 What shall we do with our evenings?”
He was to be followed on the 27th, by
Rev. J. A. R. Dicksun, on ¢ How to
get on " ; by Rev. T. W. Jeffrey, 10th
January, on *“ John Kitto 7 ; Rev. W,
F. Clarke, January 29th, on ‘¢ The
Sphere and Rights of Woman ” ; Mr.
G. Goulding, February 12th, with read-
ings from the Pilgrim’s Progress, with
musical illustrations and appropriate
views with the magic lantern ; and by
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Mr. H. J. Clark, Feb. 26th, on ¢ The
Catacombs, with Illustrations.”

CuiLbuikg Farrn.  The Rev. Jos.

Whecler, of Bolton, Ont., now aged and

feeble, is noted for the touching simpli-

city of many of his utterances.
own Missionary meeting last month, he
said, ©* I never ash my Heuvenly Father
now to take me to Heaven. [ know he
will do it.
if I were already there !
keep me from sin, to give me bread, and
to guide my way ; and the other I know

At his

I am just as sure of that as °
1 ask him to |

is coming- T don't need to ask him for

it.”

AMHERSTRURG.—REV.

J. M. Smith

writes :—*¢ My installation as pastor

of our church here, took place on the
15th ult.,, Revs. W, Hay and W. H.
Allworth conducting the services.
hield our second Social for the season

We

last weck, and netted the sum of $34, °

which is nearly enough to complete the

paying for our §175 church organ.  The
entertainment consisted of singing,

principally by young persons nnder Mrs.
Smith’s training, and readings. During
the year, we have expended quite a

sum in improvements in our place of

worship.  We are now seeking to nego-
tiate for the purchasing of the property,

from the Church of Scotland, and if !

successful will at once put in an entirely
new set of pews. 1 can see the way
clear iv our getting a prosperous cause
in this place.”

Harnrrax, N. S.—The manj friends °
of the Rev Joseph Elliot, pastor of the |

Cungregationalist [Salem] Chapel, will
be gratified to learn that his intended
departure from the city has been post-
poned until the last of next March.—
Aecadian Recorder.

CueBoGUE, N. S.—Rev. D. Macallum
has been supplying the ancient church
for the past iwo months, and it is ex-
pected will remain for the winter. He
has received a unanimous call to the
pastorate of this church, but we have
not yet heard of the acceptance of the
call. Captain Jenkyns has presented the
church at Chebogue, with the noble
gift of a house and from 12 to 15 acres
of land for a parsonage.
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Pueasant River, N. S, -The Rev
8. Sykes, who has laboured here with
much acceptance for the past eight

" yeurs, has resigned his charge and ac-

cepted a call to the pastorate of the
church at Keswick Ridge, N. B. Rev.
J. Shipperly, of Abbutsford, Q., has
just cumpleted an engagement to supply
the church at Pleasant River for five
sabbaths.

MialTLAND AND Nokn, N. S, —This
chureh has not yet obtained a pastor,
its former pastor, the Rev. J. McTellan,
having resigned through ill health,
Rev. J. R. Kean is supplying them at

" present.

BisLe-BUurNING 1IN NovAa ScoTia. -
Mr. Bourillette, & Presbyterian mission-
ary, yave @ Bible to a lady at “irand
Falls, who had become a Protestant.
Father Dupe, the Cuatholic priest, call-
ing to see the lady, saw the Bible, and
thrust it into the fire. The priest was
summoned befure a magistrate to be
tried for the outrage ; but on the day

. before the trial the Bible-burning priest

tovk counsel of his worldly discretion
and agreed to pay for the burned Bible,
to pay all the expenses of the trial and
make an apology for his wrong, and so
he was let off-—probably a wiser man for
his experience.

CaNADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. —
From a circular, issued by Rev. W.
Cochrane, Convener of the Home Mis-
sion Committee, we learn that the Com-
mittee began the present year consider-
ably in debt, and have increased those
liabilities several thousand dollars. In-
creased contributions are urgently called
for. The sum of $20,000 is required for
next year. This sum the Convener
thinks is reasonable, in view of the 50,-
000 membership of the Church. Inlast

" year’s statistics, 122 mission stations
k 1

and 60 supplemented congregations were
reported as aided by the funds. These
numbers will be probably considerably
increased during the present year.

InstrUuMENTAL Music.—The follow-
ing, which are two out of seven reasons
given by five ministers who protested
against the recent liberty in the use of
instruments in worship, accorded by the
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Canada Presbyterian Assembly, gives in
brief form the Scriptural argument on
the negative side :—

Because, ‘“ Christ being come our High
Priest of good things to cume, by a
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not
made with hands,” nothing can be
pleaded in favour of introducing things
made with hands into Christ’s worship,
because of the place which they hold
under the Old Testament, The taber-
nacle and priesthood being changed,
there is also, of necessity a chauge of
the law, and Christ has nuw become the
Hurp as well as the Altar, Sacrifice, and
Priest of the New Testament Church.

Because by no precept, or statement,
or example, or legitimate inference from
such, dves the New Testament give .ay
sanctivn to the use of instruments of
music in celebrating the praise of God
in public worship, but, on the contrary,
enjoing the sacrifice of praise which we
are to offer to Gud continually to be
¢ the fruit of our lips,” and to be offered
to Him by Jesus Christ, and not by any
instrument of musie.

Toruntu 8. S, INnsTiTUTE.— The third |

series of these interesting meetings,
under the management of the S. 8. Ass-
ociation of the city, was held in Ehn
Street Church, froin the 9th to the 13th
of December, under the charge of the
Rev. G. A. Peltz, of Philadelphia, and
Prof. W. F. Sherwin, of New York,
leader of music. The church wascrowd-
ed every night, and the meetings compar-
ed favourably with those held in 70 and
71 by Rev. A. Taylor and Dr. Vincent.
The officers of the Association for 1873,
(nominated by a comnmittee of pastors,)
are, President, Hon. J. McMurrich;
Vice-Presidents, Messrs C. A. Morse,
J. Robinson and J. Gillespie ; Treasurer,
Mr. D. McLean; Secretary, Mr. 8. S
Martin; Committee, Messrs. T. D. Craig,
W. Kerr, S. R. Briggs, A. H. McMurchy,
W. C. Ashdown, James Hughes and G.
H. Moxon. It is proposed to hold
monthly meetings in the east and west
of the city, and pussibly in the north, as
well as in the centre.

Y. M. C. A.—The new building in
Toronto is fast approaching completion,
but the precise date of opening cannot
yet be given. The ladies are hard at
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work for their bazaar, almost every
church in the city being represented on
the general committce. It has been
decided not to have denominational
tables, but to throw all contributions
into a common stock, to be sold under
joint management. Mr. Wilkie, the
Secretary, who has been laid aside for
sume weeks by an attack of fever, is now
recovering, though slowly. The loss of
his valuable services at such a juncture
has been greatly felt, but the ofticers
and members of the Association have
come nobly to the rescue, and the work
has gone on successfully. A gooud an-
nual meeting was held in Alice St. P. M.
Church on the 19th ult. As soon as the
Hall in the new building is ready,
—which is to be called ‘“Shaftesbury
Hall,”—a course of lectures by such
men as Dr. Punshon, Rev. A. T. Pierson,
Dr. DeWitt Talmage, Rev. G. H. Hep-
worth, Dr. George Macdonald, and Dr.
Ormiston, will be delivered.—The Fergus
Association held a very successful soiree
in the Drill Shed, on the 18th Decem-
ber ; there were some 600 present, tea
provided by the ladies of the town. The
Association numbers only from 30 to 40
active and 20 to 30 associate members,
but is doing a good work, and evidently
comimands the confidence and sympathy
of the Christian community.

Ruitish and Foreig

NEWS OF THE CHL’I\{(‘HES.

A MissioNnary Bismor.—During the
past month, a special meeting of the
Provincial Synod of the Episcopal
Church has been held in Montreal, re-
sulting in the election of Rev. J. P.

Dumoulin, of Hamilton, as *‘Missionary

Bishop ” of Algoma. Such an appoint-
went is a novelty in this country, but in
the United States they are made for new
Territories and vnorganised Dioceses.
Granting that it is right to have bishops
at all, it 1s doubtless wise to send such a
leader and organiser into a new field of
operations. The newly elected bishop
is to receive a salary of §2,000, guaran-
teed in the meantime, until a permanent
endowment can be raised, by the Synods
of Quebec, Montreal, Ontario, Toronto
and Huron.

Tre Sassati DeskcraTioN by the
Grand Trunk Railway Co., in changing
their gauge by the aid of twelve hundred

Iabourers, on the Lord’s Day, has deser-

vedly called forth a great deal of con-
demnation from the public press, and
from right-thinking people. It was in-
deed a most flagrant and wanton outrage,
and perfectly inexcusable ; for the Great
Western changed a longer track on a

week night ; and they could have done |

the same.

v Becord,

RITUALISM.
It has rccently been stated that in
seven of the leading Ritualistic churches
in London, the subseriptions to foreign

missions unly reached the sum of
£7 13s.  2d. for a whole year. It is

fair to add that vne of them contributed
£5 13s. £0d. to a special fund for Hono-
Iulu, bat ¢ven with this extra effort the
total is not raised to £14, and the ave-
rage is not £2 a-picce. These seven
finely apostolic churches contributed
between them £13 7s. for foreign mis-
sions, and yet the incumbent of one of
them, before the Ritual Comunission
stated in his cvidence that the cost of
his choir alone, was ““about £1,000 a
year.” O model church, with what

wisdom hast thou acted ! Behold, thou
givest £2 for the salvation of the hea-

then, and £1,000 for a box of whistles
and a set of singing men and singing °

women to make music withal. Verily,
this is a plain index of the whole busi-
ness. Theirs is a religion of sensuous
gratification, and not of soul-winning.
To charm ears with music, eyes with
dainty colours, and noses with mcense—
this is their religion.— Spurgeon.

Nux~eErY ScHoors. —Says Father Ga-

vazzi. ¢ Don't send your daughters to .

Roman Catholic munasteries, convents,
nunneries for cducation.
Catholics cducate their own children,and
let Protesiants educate their own chil-

Let Roman '
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dren. Some foolish Protestant parents
send their children to Roman Catholic
schools; some because they are cheaper,
and some because they teach higher les-
sons. Yes, they are cheaper because
they know their business! You buy
cheap, and you sell their eternal souls-
My dear friends, they are in America to
proselyte for Romanism and nothing
else. If they are dishonest to their creed,
their consciences and their education,
then what kind of honest education ean
they give to your children ? And if they
are honest to their consciences, their
creed and their religion, then they must
convert your sons and daughters to Ro-
manism.

Barrist Crose Comyunion:— The
N. Y. Independent says, on this question
we will do Baptists the credit of disbe-
lieving that they deliberately adopt
close communion for the purpose of
seeming o insult other Christians, and
thus attracting their attention to the
apology for the insult. We doubt not
that they feel regretfully compelled by
the stern logic of their faith to do what
even to them seems as unfraternal as it
does to others. Believing as all Baptists

© believe and have a perfect right to be-
- lieve, that baptism should be performed

only on Christian converts and only by

. immersion ; and yet further believing, as

most American Baptists do, the false
principle of ritualism, that the honest
spirit of the ordinance must not be accep-

© ted in place ofits exact performance ;and

still further believing, with nearly all
other Christians, what the Scriptures no
where assert, that believers, who are as
yetunbaptized, must be forbidden to com-
memorate their Lord—believing all this,
Baptists shut out other Christians from
their communion, not because they
would, but becanse they must. And we
doubt not that the practice is so far from

. seeming to them a shrewd and lucky de-

vice of propagandism that it always
gives them an honest pang, which is
their inward wituess to the real unity of
the Church of Christ.

ExcrLisa Couren at Yrppo.—The
English-speaking foreigners in Yeddo,

. Japan, about one hundred in present

number, have built a place of worship
and organized a church.  The dedica-

237

tory services were held on Tuesday af-
ternoon, September 3rd. About 30
foreigners and 25 Japanese were pre-
sent. The sermon was delivered by
Rev.S. R. Brown, D.D., of Yokohama,
who has been missionary in Japan
twelve years. His text was from Eze-
kiel xi. 16. Towards the close of the
sermon he gave some thrilling perso-
nal reminiscences connected with his
early residence in Japan. He preached
the first Christian sermon in Yeddo to
an audience of nine persuns, who were
connected with the legations of England
and the United States. It was at the
time when murders and incendiarism
were of frequent occurrence, and the
word C"iristian was uttered with bated
breath. Within twelve months one of
those nine auditors was killed in the
strects of Yeddo. How different to-
day, when ladies and children walk un-
harmed in the streets of Yeddo, and the
spire of a Christian church, open alike
to natives and foreigners, points to the
true God !

Pastor Cook,of Paris. in a late speech
in London, said that on one occasion in
the village in which he was born, the
superintendent asked him to take a cer-
tain class, the teacher being away. A
condition of admission to that class was
that the scholars should be fifty years
old. The class was formed of old wo-
men, about a dozen, and most of them
wore spectacles.  The speaker told how
delighted one of them was when a cer-
tain portion of Scripture was explained
to her, and said that the Sunday-school
was the place where every man and wo-
man should go to study the Bible.

CHiNA.— The missionarics gathered at
Canton, of whom there are the repre-
sentatives of six different societies, num-
bering fifteen in all, besid®s four lady
teachers and one independent labourer,
feel impelled to widen their spheve of
operations. The tendency of their opera-
tions at present, according to the report
of Rev. George Piercy before the Canton
Missionary Conference, scems to be to
establish schouls and preaching services
through the medium of the native breth-
ren, making them the labourers in
large inland cities, while the fureign
missionary, by an occasional visit may
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lend the support of his presence and
influence to the agent under his control.
Mr. Piercy questions whether it is not a
better plan for the missionary himself,
after the good old fashion of St. Paul,
to lead the van, followed or accompa-
nied by his native assistants, whom he
trains for the work in the work, bidding
them *‘come” rather than  go,” and
suggests to those societies which coniem-
plate re-enforcing their missions that
they designate their new labourers to
new inland ticlds, to such citics in the
adjoining provinces as those long in the
mission work would advise to have oceu-
pied immediately.

Tur Crurcd in Augusta, Georgia,
presided over by Rev. Dr. Irvine, for-
merly of Hamilton, and more recently
of Montreal, has assumed the support
of Rev. Wm. Le Conte, who has recently
sailed for theSouthern Preshyterian mis-
sion in Brazil. The young people of
this church make monthly collections,
rather than yearly, in order to keep a
constant interest in the mission awake
in the church ; and their sceretary makes
the returns public at their monthly mis-
sionary meeting, the first We inesday
evening of ecach month being especially
devoted by them to the discussion of the
latest Brazilian missionary news.

‘The number of churches in New Eng-
land giving a half duy each Sabbath to
the Sunday-school, as the Bible service
of the entire congregation, increases
steadily. This is not from a diminish-
ing interest in preaching, but from a
growing intercst in Bible study. The
more intelligent hearers of the pastor’s
sermons are usually those who have an
active part in the Sabbath-school 5 not
those who are mere passive listeners to
preaching, without ‘ever studying or
teaching the Bible for themselves.

Tue Terecovs.—Rev. John McLau-
rin, formerly pastor of the Bapuist
Church in Stratford, Ont., and now
missionary among the Telegoos in Sou-
thern India, writes cheeringly from On-
gole. He reports a three weeks™ preach-
g tour among the surrounding villages,
during which he baptised serenty-two
converts, and ‘many more applicants
were advised to wait for a season, and
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come to Ongole for baptism at a future
time if their purpose remained un-
changed.

Turkist MissloN.—~Very interesting
letters from Messrs. Cole and Pierce to
the American Board from the Eastern
Turkey Mission show how happily,
through unexpected instrumentality, the
way is made clear for the entrance of
the Gospel. Inrecent tours undertaken
by these missionaries this has been
strikingly manifest. Mr. Cole journeyed
150milessouth-east of Erzeroom to over-
see the crection of school houses in two
out stations.  In the town of Bayazid
he found a Protestant club which had
in some way obtained possession of cer-
tain missionary books and had managed
to learn a few hymns, and so held meet-
ings, with greater or less regularity, for
reading the Bible, singing, and prayer,
though without any missionary teacher
whatever.  Mr. Cole found other Pro-
testant meetings, also, which, without
help from the mission, were held regu-
larly every Sunday. Mr. Pierce’s trip
was in a south-westerly direction from
Erzaroon, and he found the lightbright-
ening in villages never hefore visited by
a missionary. Une village in particular,
perched upon a mountain-top, which he
counted in his parish, having heard of
it before, though till then unable to visit
it, furnished a company of thirty or
forty Protestants to go out and welcome
the first foreigner who had ever cliinbed
their rugged mountain-path. This com-
munity of fifty or sixty Protestants were
so cager for instruction that the mission-
ary held, with the aid of his helper and
Miss Patrick, no less than seven preach-
ing meetings in one day. Their first
knowledge of the truth had been gained
through a native who twenty-five years
before, when learning a trade at Broosa,
had gotten possession of a Turkish Tes-
tament. From this he preached the
Word according to the light given him,
and one and another jowmed him, till
three young men who had united with
the Protestant chureh at Broosa returned
to their village, and five families, sepa-
rating from the old church, formed the
nucleus for a Protestant community. The
mission has provided them with a
preacher for the winter, sharing the
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expense of his support with the small
parish,

Tosacco.-~The Shenango Preshytery
have resolved not to license, hereafter,
any one to preach who uses tobacco in
any form, unless he promises to abandun
it8 usc or procure from some reputable
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physician a certificate that his health
requires its use.

Miss SairLey has been preaching in
Chicago, in Baptist and Congregational
churches ; but the Presbyterian churches,
admonished by the unhkappy fate of Dr.
Cuyler, carefully refrained from inviting
her into their pulpits.

Home and School.

NEW YEAR'S HEART SONG FOR
THE YOUNXNG.

By Rev. J. WherLER.

In the morning of life’s day,
Joyfully we stand,
Gazing down the pleasant way.
Fair as Eden’s land,
Can it prove a vale of tears 2. -
Will its beauties fade away 7—
While it looks so true and fair,
Let us sing to-day.

Through the changes we must pass,
Saviour, be our guide ;
Grant us all-suflicient grace,
Keep us near thy side.
Dead to sin,—alive to thee,
Weaned from vanities below ;
Tending to the crystal sea.
Singing as we go.

O'er us spread thy sheltering wing,
While the storms are nigh :
Then our trusting hearts shall sing
Love-songs when we die ;-
‘I'hen in climes of fairer spring,
Where the blooming never dies,
doyfully our souls shall sing
Heart-songs in the skies.

THE SOUL TO THE SAVIOUR.
{oriGINaL.

Jesus, my Saviour, my God, and my Guide,
. To Thee 1 cume !
, Keep me, and from me oh turn notaside,
Where'er T roam !
t Lonely and wandering my sad. weary soul
! Longs for Thy care;
Send down Thy Spirit my heart to console,
Thy love I share.

I am so weary of striving with sin,
All by myself ;

Show me. Redemption with Thee must be-
Point to Thyself. {gin
Help rie to lay all my burden on Thee,

Thou canst relieve ;
Strengthen my faith that Thy blood Imay
And, seceing, believe. [see,
Then, with my heart filledd with peace from
[above,

'l echo the strain
Of Jesus, my Saviour, and His mighty
[ove,

The Lamb that was slain!

K. 8 Q

HONOUR BRIGHT.

¢ Will you, now, truly

““Yes, honour hright.”

That was all T heard of the talk, as 1
looked down at the eager faces that
passed my window, and it set me think-
mg. I have no idea what kind of a
compact the boys were making, but
whatever it was they evidently thought
it was made specially surc and sacred by
those two words, ** Honowr bright /”
You all think so, 1 believe, you boys and
girls 5 there is an unwrtten code of
honour among you, which makes it
quite right and proper to break certain
kinds of promises, if it suits your con-
venience, but very disgraceful to break
others—the honowr bright kind.

May

be you get it from your elders—or,

what js more likely, your elders learnt
it when they were boys and girls, and
carried the bad principle with them, out
of small transactions into great ones,
until there is no telling the mischief it
has done.
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That is a good mutto— Honour bright:
and 1 wish you would all adopt it, not
for special, but for every word and
action of your whole lives. If you
n:ake a promise, in great things or
small, fulfil it carcfully, sacredly, honowr
bright, no matter huw much it cost you,
provided you have not pledged yourself
to a wrong. If you have, there can be
no honour about it except in frankly
saying, “ I have made a bad promise ;
I am ashamed of it ; L cannot keep it,”
and do not let any foolish notion about
honour make you stick to the wrong,

You don’t want tv do this thing !
No; but you said you would. Now
stick to it, honowr bright.

You didn’t promise to do it ! No;
but you know it is expected of you.
Do it, honour bright.

Nobody expects it of you? Well, but
you know you vught to do it, and do
you remember the Great Captain who
expects every man to do his duty 2 Do
it, honowr bright.~ Little Corporal.

—_—

A STORY OF A HYMN.

From an obituary notice of Phwh®
Cary, in the New York Tribane, we Jake
the following :

One of her hymns-—a favourite in many
Christian families and congregations—
we must quote, not only for its own sake,
but because there is a story connected
with it that we wish to tell :

NEARER HOME.

One sweetly solemn thought
Comes to me o’er and o'er ;
I'm nearer my home to day
Than I ever was before ;
Nearer wy Father's house,
Where the many mansions be ;
Nearer the great white throne,
Nearer the crystal sea ;

Nearer the bound of life,

Where welay our burdens down
Nearer leaving the cross,

Nearer gaining the crown ;

But the waves of the cilent sea
Roll dark before my sight.

That brightly the otker side
Break on a shore of light.

Q. if my mortal feet

Have almost gained the brink,
If it be I am nearer home

Even to-day than I think.

HOME AND SCHOOL.

Father, perfect my trust,
Liet my spirit feel in death,
That her feet are firmly set
On the rock of a living faith.

A gentleman in China, entrusted with
packages for a young man from his
friends in the United States, learned
that he would probably be found in a
certain gambling house. He went thi-
ther, but not seeing the young man, sat
down and waited in the hope that he
wmight come in. The place was a bed-
lam of noises, men getting angry over
their cards, and frequently coming to
blows. Near him sat two men—one
young, the other 40 years of age. They
were betting and drinking in a terrible
way, the older one giving utterance con-

tinually to the foulest profanity. Two -
games had been finished, the young man -

lusing each time. The third game, with
fresh bottles of brandy, had just begun,
aud the young man sat lazily back in
his chair, while the oldest shuffled his
cards. The man was a long time deal-
ing the cards, and the young man, look-
ing carelessly about the room, began to
hum a {une.

He went on, till at length .

he began to sing the hymi of Phoebe .

Cary above quoted. The words, says
the writer of the story, repeated in such
a vile place, at first made me shudder.
A Sabbath school hymn in a gambling
den! But while the young man sang,
the older stopped dealing the cards,
stared at the singer a moment, and
throwing the cards on the floor, ex-
claimed : ¢ Hury, where did you
learn that tune !> **What tune?”
“ Why, that one youw’ve been sing-
ing.”
not know what he had been singing,

The young man said he did -

when the elder repeated the words, with -
teavs in his eyes, and the young man .

said he had learned them in a Sunday
School in America.  * Come,”
elder, getting up; *‘ come, Harry ;

said the .

here’s what I won from you : go and use |

it for some good purpose. As for me,
as God sces me, I have played my last
game, and drank my last bottle. 1 have
misled you, Harry, and 1 am sorry.
Give me your hand, my boy, and say

for old America’s sake, if for no other, .

you will quit this infernal business.”
The gentleman who tells the story
(vriginally published in the Boston
Daily News) saw these two men leaving
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the gambling house together, and walk
away arm in arm ; and he remarks, ‘It
must be a source of great ioy to Miss
Cary to know that her lines, which

. have comforted so many Christian

earts, have been the means of awakening
in the breasts of two tempted and erring
men on the other side of the globe a re-
solution to lead a better life.” 1t was
a source of great joy to Miss Cary, as
we happen to know. Before uslies a
private letter from her to an aged friend
in this city, with the printed story en-
closed and containing this comment :
““ I enclose the hymn and the story for
you, not because I am vain of the no-
tice, but because I thought yorn would
feel a peculiar interest in them when you
know the hymn was written about eigh-
teen years ago (1842) in your house. I
composed it in the little back third story
bedroom, one Sunday morning after
coming from chureh, and it makes me
very happy to think that any word I
could say has done a little good in the
world.”

INNOCENT AMUSEMENTS.

A friend was in the city of B—— and
a near relative, who was a merchant,
invited him to dine with him at a res-
taurant. While waiting for their order
to be filled, our friend’s relative mani-
fested so much agitation and distress as
to lead to an inquiry into the reason
of it, whereupon his relative burst into
tears.

¢ I fear,” said he, after becoming sclf-
possessed, ‘‘that Arthur is utterly
ruined ; he has a perfect passion for
gambling.”

¢ I am not surprised,” answered our
friend ; “you will remember what [
told you.”

“ Yes ; and you were right, and 1 was
wrong. But it is too late now.”

This wealthy merchant was wont to
play cards with his children in the par-
lour. Beginning with them when young,
he and his wife had spent many of the
long winter evenings in playing cards.
Our friend had been there and seen it,
and had condemned the practice. Again
and again he had warned the indulgent
parents against nurturing a love for
card-playing in their sons, that might
prove a snare by-and-bye in « place
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of vicious
replied :

‘“ Just the way to keep them out of
such places. Provide them with amuse-
ments at home, and they will not go
abroad for them. Your Puritanic no-
tions would drive many a boy into
mischief, just to gratify a desive for
innocent games which is not gratified at
home.”

But a few years has elapsed, and
Arthur was twenty-one years of age, and
a gambler. The father had satisfied
himself that it was even as a brother
merchant had told him. While the
father did not believe that his son was a
guest at the public gambling-board, this
merchant assured him that it was even
s0. Scercely believing that it was pos-
sible, he resolved to ascertain; he had
observed that his son left his desk at
such a time each day, and that he was
absent an hour or more. He recalled,
also, that he had scarcely been at home
an evening of late, and frequently was
out until after midnight. An apple girl
came into his office just before the hour
at which he had observed his son to
leave the store, and he called her atten-
tion to the young man at the desk.

«1f you will go upon the opposite side
of the street,” said he, ‘“ and watch that
young man when he leaves the store
and tell me where he goes, I will give
you a half-dollar.”

in less than an hour the girl returned
tc assure the merchant that she could
‘“show him where the gentleman was.”
The father, trembling with emotion, fol-
lowed her to a street near by, noted for
its gambling-hells, and going directly to
a suspicious tenement, and pointing up
the stairs, she said: “He went up
there.”

The father rushed up the stairway,
and opening the door at the head of 1it,
what a spectacle appalled his sight.
There sat his son with a group of profes-
sional gamblers, fascinated with the
game for money, even as a few years
before he had been fascinated with it
in the parlour for pleasure.

The father saw the connection between
the places and the sports, as if the hangd
of the recording angel had drawn it.
He was well-nigh ~vercome. The great
mistake of his life flashed upon his view
to oppress and torment him. An ‘“in-

resort. The parents only
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nocent pleasure” had grown into a
hideous crime. What he did for the
enjoyment of his son had ruined him
forever.

He related all the foregoing circum-
stances to our friend, seeking neither to
justify himself, nor ‘¢ innocent plea-
sures,” but confessing his error, and
owning that games which are vicious in
places of public resort cannot be wholly
innocent in the parlour. -- American
Messenger.

¢SIR, I SHALL PRAY FOR YOU
TO-NIGHT AT TWELVE.

The cars were hurrying towards the
city as if conscious that business hours
had begun. Our party was seated com-~
fortably, full of plans for doing all that
we wished to do while in town. Pre-
sently a friend seeing us came over and
took a seat with us, and happily diverted
our cumbered brains by incidentally
mentioning that he had travelled to and
fro over the State of Maine time and
again. We were all interested at once,
for was not that our Fatherland, and did
we not feel ag if *‘our foot was on its
heath ¥’

After much chit-chat and many tales
of adventures, our visitor becoming
more serious said, I left one of those
towns one fine September morning in a
top buggy with a good horse. Two or
three miles out I noticed that the road
stretched up and over a long steep hill.
As my horse crept up, I noticed not far

| before me a person walking. She looked

very old, and scarcely appeared to move,
so slow was her gait. As I came up I
said, ‘‘ Why, mother, what are you do-
ing here 2 ““ Why, man,” said she, ‘I
am going to the next town to visit my
son.” “But, marm, it is seventecen
miles.” ¢ Oh well, I shall call at some
farmer’s for the night, and hope to-
morrow evening to drink tea with my
William.” “If,” said I, “‘you think you
can trust me, I shall be glad to give youa
seat in my carriage, as my route lies
through that town.”

“ Now, child, this is goud of you and
praised be God.” With much ado she
was finally seated and we jogged on.
She entertained’ me with un account of
her family, why and when she came from
Scotland ; said she was eight-five years
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old, and with many pious expletives,
unwittingly taught me a lesson of grati-
tude. Whenshe alightedat my William’s
door, she heaped her blessings upon me,
thanking me over and over, and saying,
“T shall be on knees at twelve o’clock
praying to God for you, and remember;
sir, that God has promised to hear the
prayer of the widow and the fatherless.”
I smiled my thanks unconcernedly, and
said, “‘Guod-bye, good-bye, I must go,”
and she held my arm saying, ““Remem-
ber, boy, Ishall pray for you to-night at
twelve.” Thanking her once more, I was
soon seated, and trotted off at a brisker
rate than usual ; for must I not reach
Penobscot and take the Boston boat for
Bangor? So on I went, and as I drove
into town in ample season to secure my
passage, I moralized that my guod speed
was because I honoured that hoary
headed woman, and I believe also that
my life and the lives of others were
spared that night from death in answer
to that midnight prayer.
hour was vne of the darkest of my life,
for I was on buard the steamer Cum-
bridge, and the fierce gale of September
8, 1869, was upon us ; our vessel lay in
the trough of the sea, a helpless thing.
As the clock in the saloon pointed to
twelve that night & steam pipe burst,
and almost in an instant the ship was
filled to suffocation with the vapour.
Every moment we expected to see the
flames burst out. The terror of the
hour can better be imagined than de-
scribed. There were seventy-five ladies
and more than twice as many gentlemen.
The officers found all discipline impos-
sible; even the coal heavers entered the
ladies’ state-rooms and took life-pre-
servers from them. As I rushed to the
forward deck my heart was full, and I
could only cry, Oh, that thc widow’s
prayer might be answered, and we yet
be saved.
we were afloat, and neither fire nor
water had devoured us. 'The next day
there loomed up in our wake u large

That very :

¢ e e = e emamp———— e oo s

The night wore on, and still .

white steamer, white and fair as the :

wings of Mercy. She threw us a line
and brought us safely to port.

Here :

our friend paused, but as no one spoke, .

he said, Now this is no exaggeration,
and I believe that the prayer of that
woman saved the ship.

There was an -

exclamation of yes, yes, from all, and as -
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the train drew up in the dark smoky
depot, some one murmured Tennyson’sf
avourite lines :—
“ Pray for my soul! More things are
‘Wrought by prayer
Than this world dreams of.”
~=Christian Era.

THE THREE SIEVES.

*Oh, mamma ¥’ cried little Blanche
Philpott, 1 heard such a tale about
Edith Howard! I did not think she
could be so very naughty. One—”

“My deur,” interrupted Mrs. Phil-
pott, ‘¢ before you continue, we will see
if your story will pass the three sieves.”

“ What does that mean, mamma!”
inquired Blanche.

* I will explain it.
Is it true 2”

“I suppose so; I got it from Miss

in the first place,

! White, and she is a great friend of

Edith.”

“And does she show her friendship
by telling tales of her? In the next
place, though you can prove it to be true,
Ls it kind 27

T did not mean to be unkind, but I
am afraid it was. I should not like
Edith to speak of me as I have of her.”

“ And, fs it necesswry?”

“No, of course mamma ; there was
no need to for me mention it at all.”

““Then put a bridle on your tongue,
dear Blanche, and don’t speak of it.
If we canmot speak well of our friends,
let us not spenk of them at all.—South
Register, Bethlehem, Pa.

ONLY A PRAYER MEETING.

Very true. There will be no sermon
from a favourite minister ; no instru-
mental music. The house will not be
crowded, and the few that will be there
will not be dressed in their best attire.
The prayers that are offered are not
likely to be clothed in accurate and
eloquent language, and it is quite pro-
bable that many of the Psalms sung will
be pitched a note too high or too low.

It is smlya prayer-meeting—a meeting
like those held in the days of Malachi,
whose proceedings were noted down by
the Lord in the book of remembr nce
kept before him : like that one held by
the disciples in the upper room which

preceded the great pentecostal revival ;
like those noticed in the book of the
Acts, when the assembled disciples were
filled with the Holy Ghost, and prison
doors were opened and captives released
in answer to their prayers.

It is only a prayer-meeting—only an

appointment which the risen and exalted
Saviour has made with his disciples; -

only a time when God ‘harkens,”
listens attentively, that he may hear the
holy converse as the Holy Ghost de-
scends upon waiting souls,

A NEW USE FOR THE DOXOLOGY

A good deacon, who was naturally a
high tempered man, had beenused tobeat
his oxen over the head, as all his neigh-
bours did. Tt was observed that when
he became a Christian hi> cattle were
remarkably docile. A friend inquired
into the secret. ‘“Why,”said the deacon,
‘“ formerly, when my oxen were a little
contrary, I flew into a passion and beat
them unmercifully. This made the mat-
ter worse. Now, when they do not be-
have well, I go down behind the load,

sit down, and sing Old Hundred. 1

don’t know how it is, but the psalm-tune
has a surprising effect upon my oxen.”

A CHILD’S ILLUSTRATION.
Averylittlegirl, in England, was asked

by her mother if she knew how Christ

could save her? ‘O yes,”she replied; “1
will tell you. One day I was naughty,
and went up into the nursery. Pre-
sently I heard nurse coming up stairs to
have me punished. I looked round to
see what I could do, and 1 saw yeur
wide dress hanging on the chair. 1 ran
to it, and covered mjself all over, so
that nurse could not see even my foot.
Now, just so, when God comes to punish
me for my sins, I run to Jesus, and he
covers me all over, su that God cannot
see even my feet.”

Henry Clay Trumbull says, ‘Do we
make enough in our Sunday school work,
of the children’s prayers ? We speak of
the power of their peunies, of the influ-
ence of their songs, and of their artless
prattle, but do we appreciate their pray-
ers ! How many teachers say to their
classes, ‘Pray for me?’ How many
superintendents say to their schools,
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¢ Dear boys and girls, remember me at
the throne of grace 1’7”

In 1858 only 87 schools in Counecticut
reported teachers’ meetings ; now 365
schools have this essential adjunct of a
good school. More than one-half of the
schools use one lesson for the entire
school, instead of the old ¢ Babel series.”
The net gain of scholars in eleven years
is 34,336. It is not a pleasant item to
note that sixty-six per cent. of all the
money collected in the schools is still
used 1n school expenses. It is a shame
that so generally the parishes force their

" schools to shirk for themselves, failing
"+ furnish the scanty means necessary

<+ their support.

“Tre Grear OBsecr of the Sabbath
School.”  On this point the Baptist
Teacher for October says :(—* We owe it
to the Sunday school and the experience

" it has brought that the theory which

makes the conversion of the soul the
exclusive aim is being fast exploded.
.. Not to adopt any favourite
theory, nor carry out any preconceived
plans, but from the pressing necessities
of actual experience, sincere and success-
ful Sunday-school workers have been
driven to enlarge their aim, sv as to in-
clude not only the conversion but the
Christian cultwre of the soul.”

Tae BisLe Crass.—The nsefuluess of
a Bible-class is chiefly this: that it

" creates an appetite, rather than stuffs

" treated with suspicion.

with food ; and that it encourages each
member to work out something for him-
self. We have enough of pouring in, of
making cast opinions, as men make
‘““cast” iron. We need a great deal
more of ““wrought” opinien. of con-
victions actually worked out in each in-
dividual mind.
Trust CHILDREN. — Never accuse a
child of a fault unless you are certain he
committed it. Children s"ould not be
We should act
toward them in this matter as we feel we
ought to act towards others;, only with

' greater tenderness-—not less, asis usu-

ally done. We should always put the
best construction possible upon their
conduct; that is unless you are sure a

" child is telling a lie, and can prove it, do
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not show the slightest hesitation in be-
lieving what he says. Far better that
you should be deceived than run the risk
of shuwing a truthful child you do not
trust him. Your simple trust makes a
lying child truthful. Your doubt of his
truthfulness may make a truthful child
a liar.—Christian Weekly.

Honorary MEeMBERS.—Not bad is
this remark of a pastor: *¢Two-thirds
of the members of my church are hono-
rary members. They den’t come to
prayer-mectings ; they don’t attend the
Sabbath-school ; they don’t add tu the
life of the church; they are passengers
on the Gospel ship ; they bear no bur-
dens ; add no strength ; their names are
on our books ; they are honorary mem-
bers.”

Test Questrons.—Do I hate sin
heartily, and fight against it daily ?

Do I distrust self, and watch my own
heart closely ?

Do I trust Jesus, and Jesus only ?

Do I love souls, and labour to win
them to Christ faithfully ?

Do Lliveas I pray, or do I only pray
as I live?

Do I care more to please God than to
please every other being in the universe ?

When men or women can honestly
say yes to these searching questions,
they may venture to make open confes-
sion of their faith in Christ.  Until you
can give this answer in all sincerity, do
not ask to be admitted into Christ’s
visible Church.—T. L. Cuyler.

Bishop BeveriCge settles the matter
of jusiification and good works, and
their relation tu each other, thus : ¢ How
can [ do good works in order to my
justification, when I can do no good
works tili after I am justified ¥’

The husks of emptiness rustle in every
wind ; the full corn in the ear holds up
its gyolden fruit noiselessly to the Loxd of
the harvest.

Epiroriar PosrscripT.—We have no
special word to add this month, except
to wish all our readers, in heart and
home, in church and school, one of the
happiest of all Happy New Years !




