Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

L'institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il

lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-&tre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best originat
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are

checked below. dans fa méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.
Coloured covers/ Coloured pages/

Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/
Relié avec d’'autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de I'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de {a marge intérieure

Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/

11 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires supplcnientaires:

Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagée:

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

V]

' Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/

Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

v

- Showthrough/
Transparence

Quality of print varies/

V|

1

Qualité inégale de I'impression

Continuous pagination/
Pagination continue

includes index(es}/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 2X 26X 30x

12X 16X 20X 208X 28X 32x



'CARISTIAN OBSERVER.

VOL. |

TORONTO, DECEMBER, 1851.

No. 12.

Pariry.

I WILL COME T0 JESUS!

Just as T am, without one plea,—
But.that thy blood was shed for me,
And that thou bidst me conte to theo,

0 Lamb of God, I comet

Just as I am, and waiting not

‘To rid my soul of one dark blot,

To thee whose blood ¢an ¢leanse each spot,
O Lamb of God, I come !

Just as I am—poor, wretched, blind—
_ Sight, riches, healing of the mind,
Yag, all I need, in thee to find,
O Lambof God, I come!

Just as I am, though toseed about,
With many a conflict, many a doubt,
Fightings vwithin and fears without

_— O Lamb of God, [ coma!
Justarl am, thou wilt receive.
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve,

Because thy promise I believe,
O Lamb of God, I come }

Just as I am, thy love unknown
Has broken every bamier down,
Now to be thine, yea, thine alone,
O Lamb of God, I come!

Bocine and  Puy.

{FOR THLX CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.]

UNFULFILLED PROFHECY, No. VII.

THE NEW HEAVEN AND THE NEW BARYH.

The world is spoken of in the word of
God, under a threefold distinction: 1st, The
state in which it wasat first. 2nd, The
state to which it was reduced after the fall
of man. 3rd, The state in which itis tobe
hereafter. This is a very comprehensive
statement, but it is sufficiently definite for
our present purpose. When first created
it was pronounced, with all that it contained,
w be “very good,”—*God saw every
thing that he had made, and behold it was
very good.” (Gen. i 81). But the fall of
man introduced a melancholy change in
its condition. When God looked upon the
earth, “behold it was corrupt” (Gen. vi. 12)

The material universe is cursed for man's
suke. 'The curselies as heavy on the earth
uader the New Testament dispensation, as
it did under the Old. The state of things
fs not in the course of being changed into
a better. The statement of the apostle,
that “the whole creation groaneth and
travaileth in pain together uotil now,” is
a8 truc now as when it was first made. But
s this wretched state of things always to
remain; shall the earth continue to groan
and travail under this bondage, until, hav-
ing served every purpose o% its creation,
it be annihilated at last? The future des-
tiny of the world is known only to Him by
whose fiat it was created. t us then
turn to his revealed will and examine this
deeply interesting subject in the light of the
Word.

This earth is the subject of promise and
of believing expectation. The apostle Pe-
ter says: “ Nevertheless, we, according to
his promise, look for new heavens and a
new. earth wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
(2 Peter iii. 18). This leads us to look
into the Old Testament prophecies for this
promise; and we find this promise given
and repeated by Isaiah: ¢« Behold I create
new heavens, and a new earth, and the
former shall not be remembered nor come
into mind” (¥s. 1xv. 17). And again, “ As
the new heavens and the new earth, which
I will make, shall remain before me, saith
the Lord, so shall your seed and your name
remain.”’ (Is. lxvi. 22.)

Here then we have anew state of things,
¥ new heavens,” or a new atmosphere, “and
a new carth.” Is this to be brought
about by the annihilation of the heavens
and the earth which are now and by the
creation of another system materially dif-
ferent from the present? We believe not.
The creation of the new heavens and new
earth is spoken of as “the regeneration;”
and again it is spoken of as the restitution
of all things” Both of these expressions
indicate not the annihilation of existin
things, but that they shall be so changeg
as to be fitted to be the abode of there-
deemed and glorified saints. They imply
too that they are to be restored to a state
in which they formerly were.. All things
once were perfect, and to this state of pre-
fection they are to be restored. How
bright and glorious is this truth of & re-
storkD enrth, instead of a destroyed carth.

In strict accordance with this view we.are

told, that the now groaning creation is tobe
“delivered into the glorious liberty of the
children of God” (Rom. viii, 2)

It is truc that “the heavens and the
earth which are now are reserved uato
fire,” that they are to be “dissolv?d," yea,
that they are“to perish.” 2 Peter, iii. 7,11 ;
Heb. ii. 11. But these expressions do not
signify their utter destruction. This very
word “perish” is used by Peter when
speaking of the effects of the floed; he tells
us, that “the world that then was, being
over-flowed with water perished;” so m
regard to the storm of fire in which “the
earth and the works that are therein shall
be burned up;” the present wretched and
“ cursed” state uf things will perish, but the
earth itself will not be essentially destroyed.
The earth shall share in the deliverance of
the children; the unconscious creation being
purified by fire shall come forth freed from
the curse, from dishonour, from bondage,
and from corruption, a fi¢ habitation for the
risen and the glorified saints,

As to the period of the creation of the
new heavens and the new earth, it is neces-
sary on.this point to compare the various
passages of God's Word in which this event
18 spoken of, In the passages already
quoted from Isaiah, the constitution of the
new state of things is connected with Israel's
restoration. It is also connected with
Christ’s Second Coming. Both of these
events are pre-millennial, so that this new
creation, this restitution of all things is ‘o
commence with the Millennium. But in°
Rev. xxi. 1, the declaration that the sea is
no more is also comnecied with the new
heaven and the new earth. Now, whether -
we regard the word sea as symbolical or ay
litera), it is obvious that there is a sea to
the close of the Millennium. There is a
literal ses; for just before the final judgment
the sea is Vo give up the dead which are in
it. (Rev. xx. 18)) And if we regard tho
sea as symbolical of,agitation, revolt and
war, then, we learn that there is to be
emphatically such a state of things at the
close of the thousand years, when Satan
shall be loosed out of prison, and Gag and
Magog shall gather themsclves to battle,
(Rev. xx,, 7, 8.) This last e then
indicates the completion of the new heaven
and new earth. .

At t};‘e co:lmincement of the Millengium
great physical changes are to be wrought
on the earth. The curseistobein a g“r%at
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measure irradicated.  But“still the new’

creation will not then bo complete.  After
the lasbeffortof Satan todeccive the nations
has been subverted, and after the lust so-
lewn judgment when the wicked shall be
cast away, and ail the redcemed shall be

carnestly solicitous that the truths of Uod’s
word may exercise a practical influence upon
your lives.  The scriptural anticipations of,
the Christian, in proportion to the assurauce
with which they are cutertained will in.
flucnce all his joys and sorrows, his hopes

for ever delivered from the dominion of and fears. They will also become active
sin and death, then shall the perfect state principles of his daily life, animating him
of Parndise be restored, the splendour of with love and hope as he runs the race set
the city which comes down from heaven|before him.

shall spread itself over all the carth, and the|  In view of these blessed prophecies, bre-
tabernacle of God shall be with men.  This " thren, learn to think Jittle of anything you
shall be a state of universal sanctification are called to give up for Christ; for what
and blessedness. The unholy being cast value can possibly be put upon the honours
into the lake of miscry, all the inhabitants'riches and pleasures of this world, which,
of the new carth shall share in divine glory !with all it contains, is so soon to be burned
and-bliss, Al the.ovil which sin brought:up? Count not much of any sufferings
upon the world will cease, all things will which you may have to endure for Christ’s

be new. There will be no death, no

think of this blessed state of tbinﬁs, we can
hardly help exclaiming with the

toil-worn pilgrim of the olden time,
# 0 God, that I were there!?

\ ) “sake and his gospel’s; for what are the re-
mourning, no tears, no toil. When wel

roaches and scofls of man, whose breath
1s in the nostrils? What is the pain of

weary ! mortifying the deeds of the body and cru-

cifying the flesh with its affections and lusts ?
What are the conflicts and tials of the
Christian whether inward or. outward?

Men sometimes speak slightingly of this| What arc all the sufierings which are but
earth. They cannot think of this miserable for a moment? I reckon that « they are

world being the final abode of the righteous.

They confound this wretched state of things'

with the glory of the new creation. They
forget that from the beginning the Lord
Jehovah rejoiced in “the babitable parts of
the earth.” If heaven is to be a place at

all, why should not this earth be the place 21
But all conjecture is ended, when we receive )

simply and humbly the testimony of the
Word of God. There we learn, and we re-
joice in the trath, that where the cross once
stood, shall one day stand the throne, that
where Satan has so long reigned in wicked
tyranny, even here shall Ged dwell, and
here shall be the court of the universel

The inhabitants of this new carth are
clearly indicated: ¢ They who wait on the
Lord shall inherit the carth;” ¢ Blessed are
the meck, for they shall inherit the earth.”
"The redeemed and sanctilied from among
men shall inhabit this glorious creation, and
they shall dwell here” rorever. The
Apostle Johp, in immediate connection with
this new creation, heard @ voice saying,
« Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men,
and he will dwell with them, and they shall
be his people, and God himself shall be with
them, and be their God.” This earth, re-
generated and restored, converted into 2
Paradise of holines® blessedness and life,
with the immediate presence of the Lord
Jehovah, shall be the eternal home of the
glorified saints, Joyful hope, O longed-for
consummation!

Brothran, we have spoken to you from
month to month of the designs of God as
vevealed in his word. We have spoken of
the glorious results that are to spring from
Redemption.  We have spoken of the sub-
lime destiny of the now suffering Church
of Clrist. In closing these papers we feel

not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revenled in us.”

Again, brethren, in view of the day of
the Lord, be zealous of good works, for
secing all these things must be dissolved
what manner of persons ought we to he in
all holy conversation and godliness. Never
was therea time when so extensive a sphere
of usefulness was open for the disciples of
Christ. How much there is to be done
around us, in our own vicinity, in our own
country! And then the various benevolent
societies of our day have so lengthened the
arms of benevolence, that we have literally
an opportunity of dving good unto all men.
Occupy then, until your Lord come! To
your duty, O believer, and labour to save
souls from death.

Lastly, brethren, in view of these truths
sobriety watchfuluness and prayer areincum-
bent upon you. “Take heed to yourselves
lest at any timeyour heartsbeovercharged
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares
of this life, and so that day come upon you
unawares.” Live near to Christ. Resist the
Devil.  Watch ye, and pray always. Keep
alive in your hearts an abiding and  joyful
expectation of your Lord’s coming; let it
be seen that you are among those who are
looking for, and hasting unto the day of
God—that you arc amony the blessed num-
ber of those who love the appearing of the
Lord Jesus !

Axp THE vERY GOD OF PEACE SANC-
TIFY YOU WHOLLY, AND I prav Gop your
WHOLE SPIRIT, AND §OUIL, AND BODY, BE
PRESERVED BLAMELESS UNTO THE COMING
oF our Lorp Jesus Curist! Amex,

Let your moderation be known unto all
men: the Lord is at hand.

THE RIGHT RISING OF CHRISTENDOM.

—

(From the Walchman and Reflector.)

« 1 helieve and know that Christendom
shall not receive its rising wight, unless
baptism and the Lord’s Supper are brought
to their original purity.” S0 wrote Bultha-
zer Hubmeyer,—one ofthe noble army of
Baptists martyrs,—whose soul ascended
to heaven from amid the flames, at Vienn,
in 1528. Noone hailed more gladly thanhe
the rising of Christendom, which had been
commenced.  Pious, lenrned and eloquent,
he had, before the dawn of the Reformation,
sough to revive the spirit of 1cligion in the
Cathdlic chureh, and multitudes Tad flocked
to his preaching, and been moved by his
appeals.  When Luther and Zuingle lifted
their voices for reform, an echo was atonce
returned from him. Receiving the Sciip-
tures as the true rule of faith, he tranglated
portions of them into the language of the
common people, and as the light from their
pages shone more and more clearly upon
his mind, he cast off one after another the
false doctrines with which Rome had over-
laid the gospel, and at length preached it
in its simplicity purity and power, Luther
and Zuingle when they reached the point
where their fundamental views ecame in
contlict with infant-baptism, hesitated and
halted. It was to bold a stroke to Jay the
axe at an institution of religion which con-
nected itself with the whole framework of
society, which made the church and the
State co-eatensive and united, and which,
in ages of darkness and superstition, had
become a household bond hetween carth
and heaven. The principles of the reform-
ers demanded its overthrow, but the risks
which its overthrow involved were too vast
to be hazarded. They floundered awhile
amid the difficultics in which they found
themselves, but in the end held fast to the
ancient ceremony, and fixed it firmly in the
rising faith. Notso Hubmeyer. Planting
himself on the sufliciency of the Scriptures,
he would restore the church to its primitive
form, as sct forth in those Scriptures.
“ Write to me again,” said he to his carly
friend but afterwards bitter foe, Zuingle,
“ write to me again, for God’s sake, on bap-
tism” Perhaps having once himself doubt-
ed concerning infant-baptism, Zuingle could
remove the doubts of his brother. ~ But no.
Hubmeyer could see but one cowrse clear.
Truth and safety required a complete refor-
mation, which was to be found in churches
of regencrated persons, baptized on profes-
sion of their faith. Hubmeyer was a Bap-
tist, and with that wide-spread, though then
and still misrepresented party in the Refor-
mation, he cast his lot, becoming one of
their most illustrious advocates, and one of
the most honoured in the innumerable com-
pany of their, martyrs. It should be added
that his views of the Lord’s Supper were
as clear and well.grounded as his views of
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baptism. At the outset of his carcer as a
reformer, while as yet he was a priest of
of Rome, he vead the mass in the language
of the people. Nex e celebrated it under
both the furins of bread and wine,  Then
he denicd the bodily presence of Chiist in
it Later still, “it was no sacrifice, but a
solemn memorial of Christ's death.” It
was an justitution appointed by Christ to
strengthen the fith of the believing.  Here,
as in the case of baptism, he ndvatced be-
yond the leaders of the Reformution.  Ta-
ther had scarcely eseaped the confines of
Popery, and Zuingle had not attained to the
clear light of Hubmeyer. 1lis determina-
tion to follow the teachings of the Seriptures
had borne Hubmeyer still along when his
contempories halted, and he looked back
from his advaneed position to Jament their
contentment with an imperfeet work, 1
know and belicve,” said he # that Christen-
dom shall not receive its tisings aright, unless
baptism aud the Lord's Supper are brought
to their original purity.”

More than three hundred years have
passed away since these prophetic words
were uttered, and the experience of Chiis-
tendom has proved their truth.  Christen-
tlom aroseas far as the reformation triumph-
¢d, but ils rising was not aright, and the
“grand evil was precisely where Hubmeyer
“placed it.  With the retention of infamt
baptism were retained the doctrines of sucra-
nmental efficacy; the church rematued a
worldly corporation, and as such sought
and found its support in alliance with the
State.  The great corruptions of Christian-
ity which have occured since, whether to-
wards Rome on the one hand or infidelity
on the other, have found here their rise.
The persecutions for conscience’ sake which
have disgraced Protestantism, have veen a
natvral growth from the same evil root.
Wherever real progress towards a pure
Christinaity has been made, and the social
blessings of such a Christianity have de-
\'clopc(f, that progress has been in the direc-
tion of Hubmeyer’s views, and those social
blessings have been only the ligitimate
fruits.  The church conforts to the origi-
nal pattern in proportion as it becomes a
spiritnal body, and works blessings for
humanity in propeortionas it works unpatro-
nized by the State, untrammelled and free.
This is the true rising of Christendom. and
we believe is destined b take place. For,
as said the same martyr, “ Divine truth is
immortaly it may, perhaps, for long, be
bound, scourged, crowned, crucified; and
for a scison be entombed in the grave; but
on the third day it shall rise again victorious,
and rule and triumph for ever.”

Man, 1o expiate his trcason, hath nought left,
But to destiuction, sacred and devote,

He, with his whole posterity, must die;

Die ke, or justice nust ; unless for him

Some other, able and as willing, pay

The rigid satisfaction—death for death!

v

CHANCE.
From the Millennial Harbinger.

* # » Tlo denial of a superintend-
ing Providence is implied and indicated by
the use of the word chance, in the lips of
a profane, sceptical world. 1 must, how-
ever, observe, that the word is ocensionally
found in the Sacred Seiiptures in a sense
highly proper, and is used by the best of
men, and cven by our Lovd himself, to in-
dicate events the reason or cause of which
we cannot see or comprehend.  For exam-
ple, our Saviour says, Luke x. 81, “ DBy
chance a pricst came down that way.”
This is equivalent to it happened, or it
came to pass. Jlap is iwself chance, in
common usage. Hence the phrase, « By
good hap” it came to pass. So both
chance and hap are found i the book of
Eeclesiastes: * ‘Lime and chance happencth
to them all” ch. ix. 11. And so, again,
2 .Sam. i. 5, <1 happened by chance on
Mount Gilbus.” 1 quote this passage, not
from inspired lips, but to show its accepta-
tion as cquivalent to kappen, which occurs
more than twenty times in the Jewish and
Christinn Scriptures.  “ It happens alike to
the wise and the fool” Ece. il. 14, 15,
«Now, these things keppened to them for
examples.” 1 Cor. X. 11 Whatever oceurs,
the cause or instrument of which we do
not pereeive, is said to happen, or to come
by chance. But of chance, we will ask,
with Alexander Pope, What is chance?
And, with him, we answer,

« All chance® (is) “ direction which thou canst
not see.”

But, with the great Teacher, we had
better say, “ Not a sparrow falls to the
gronnd ” by chance, or without the will or
permission, or appointment of God. Some
copies read, “Aneu lees boulees tou Patros,”
« Without the will of your Father;” which
is, unquestionably, the scnse.  But we need
not argue this point.  'We all believe and
teach, that in the strict sense of the word
chance, as respects God, there js no such
thing. And, as respects us we use that
word only to indicate that of which we can-
not sce the reason or the immediate cause;
and thus the inspired writers use the terms
kappen and chance. Y

As to «blind fortune” and “ good luck,”
they are creatures of Pagan imagination.
Tuck was the Anglo-Saxon catch. A
“luck of fish” was a good catch—a good
hawl of fish; and thus lucky and fortunate
were taken in a good sense, though etymo-
logically they indicated neither ‘good nor
evil fortune, but mere chance; but simply
an event which conld not have been fore-
seen, yet a Jink of a chain, the connexion
of which was wholly inappreciable.

Forlune, luck, and chance, as understoed
and used at the present day, are wholly

incompatible with Christian sentiment and

style. ¢ Haus there been evil in a city,” or
n family, “and the Lord huth not done it 2"
nsks a Prophet.  As respects the Divine
knowledge and wil, there is no chance in
the universe.

Yo illustrate this, let us turn back to the
history of Joseph, und note the ckances—
“the good luck and the bad luck™of this
renowiied patriarch, .

He kuppened to be the eleventh son of
Jacob, by his beloved Rachel, and to be the
most beloved by bis father. He Aappened
once upon a time to be sent upon an errand
to see his brethren, away from home tend.
ing their flocks at Sheckem. He had the
yood fortune to be a beautiful boy, aud to
have so much of his father's partiality asto
be more clegnntly dressed than any of his
brothers. He Lappened to have two re-
markable dreams in his boyhood, which,
when told to his father and his brothers,
grcmly excited their envy and hatred. He
Lappened to lose his way in secking for his
brothers, and lost much time in the plains,
tracing their movements. But, by good
luck, w kind stranger came along and di-
rested his way to Dothan, and there he
found them. On seeing him approuch, his
brothers conspired agoinst him to kill him.
But Reuben jortunately saved lhis life, by
proposing to cast him into a pit. By great
good iuck a company of Ishmaelitish tra-
ders in spicery and gums, came along from
Midian, and succceded in purchasing him
for the Egyptian market. This was avery
remarkable chance; for had he not lost his
way, he might have been there too soon for
such a deliverance. .

One Potiphar, a very worthy officer, an
captain of Pharaoh, fortunately wonted a
servant, and bought Joseph. But the Lord
was with Josepl, and he was for'a while a
lucky man, for he obtained favours from his
master, and became the steward and ruler
of his family. But,,unfortunately, Poti-
phar’s wife was not the most virtuous wo-
man in Egypt, and fell in Jove with the beau-
tiful Joscph, and sought to allure hin imo
her room  Finally, on one occasion she
seized him by his garment, but he, reso-
lutely withstunding, unluckily lost his gar-
ment in the scuffle, and, by the falschood
and villainy of Mrs. Potiphar, he was com-
plained of to his master, and had the mis-
 fortune to be thrown into prison. By his
good maaners and preposscssing appear-
ance, be was, however, s0 kappy as to ob-
tain the confidence of the jailor, and to be
made a sort of superintendent of the other
unfortunates, whose unpropitious stars had
made them inmates of the dungeon.

It chanced, upon a time, that Pharaoh’s
cup-bearer and confectioner offended their
master, and were cast into the same prison,
and placed under the care of Joseph. By
good luck, these new inmates of the prison
happened, each on one night, to have some
portentous dreams. On inquiring into
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their sadness next morning, they told Jo-
ecph their dreams, who, by his great saga-
city was enabled to give tﬂem a true inter-
pretation.

It fortunately came {o pass, soon after,
that Pharaoh himself had some portentous
dreams, which caused great perturbation of
mind, and induced him to call for the ma-

icians of Egypt, to interpret his dreams.

y great good (uck none of them, however,
could satisfy the monarch. His cup-bearer,
Jortunalely at this crisis, remembered his
own dream, and Joseph’s interpretation of
it, and was prompted to report his talents
t his master.

Joseph was sent for, and had the good
Jortune to sutisfy the monarch of his supe-
rior wisdom and learning in the department
of oneiracriticism.  Soon after, he was most
duckily called from the prison to the palace,
and made governor of Egypt, and next to
Pharaoh in power,

Under his wise and prudential adminis-
tration of the affairs of Egypt, the famine
was anticipated, and large preparations
were made for its approach.

It had extended to Canaan; and com-
compelled its inhabitants to go down into
Egypt for bread. Meantime Joseph's bre-
thren, and finally his father, were compelled
to come down into Egypt and reside there.
Fortunately the shepherd kings, who had
been a scourge to t, were compelled
to vacate the land of Goshen; and that
being the best portion of Egypt for pastu-
rage, Jacob and his sons, with their flocks
and their herds, were, under their new for-
tunes tbeve, Rappily located. At Goshen
they rewained for very many years, =njoy-
ing general good fortune, till another king
was placed on the throne, who, unluckily
for them, knew not Joseph nor his people,
and they were reduced to slavery.

Such is the doctrine of chance. One
hundred such chances, all terminating in
aue great event, aflecting to this day the
destiny of a mation, the most prolific of
blessings to the world, metamorphoses
these chances into the well wrought links
of a chain of designs, terminating in the
eternal destiny of the world. For had not
Joseph been sold asa slave into Egypt, and
there risen to honour, the family of Jacob
had not gone down there, and would not
have been enslaved there. Moses would
not have been born and educated there.
Egypt bad not been plagued. The first-
born of Egypt had not been slain. Israel
had not been redeemed and led through
the Red Sea by the naked crm of God.
The paseover had never been instituted.
The law would not have been given on
Sinai; the tabernacle and its worshi
would never have been instituted, and
the miracles displayed on the fields of
Zoan, and in the wilderness for forty yeas,
had never becn wrought. Out of Egypt

God could not bhave called his Son, nor
would his character have been yande known
to all the earth as it was by the instru.
mentality of the Pharaohs. The manna

had not fallen from heaven: the rock of

Horeb had never been converted into a
perennial fountain in the desert; a thou-
sand types and figures, cesential to the de-
velopment of God’s moral government, and
the means of redemption had never been
wrought, and the destinies of the world at
this day would not, in any great point,
have been as they now are.

Now, all thiz seems to be traceable to
an “unlucky” variegated dress, placed by
fond and partial parents upon a handsome
boy, or to his telling two portentous
dreams to the family, and his being sent
on av errand, and then to the contingency
of the arrival of a company of traders
dealing in goods and men at the moment.
On the failure of any one of these “chances,”
the destiny of the world would have been
very different from what it now is, and bas
for a long time been. How far this chain
may reach beyond the bourne of time, it is
not given to man to know. Hence, it be-
comes him not to be dogmatically positive
in affirming this or that, touching a chain
the first and last link of which he has ne-
ver seen; nor to set about the ereation of
a demi-god called chance, who has lost one
or both of his eyes, and of whose other
senses he can never learn nor communicate
any thing,

It required several centuries to develop
the mysteries of Joseph’s dreams and
early fortunes; and it is he alone that sees
the end from the beginning, and to whom
the issues of life and death are ever pre-
sent, that can fully vindicate his own go-
vernment, and that can satisfy the universe
that he has done all things well Our
duty is to walk by his precepts, to acknow-
ledge him in all our ways, and always to
cherish the feeling of an absolute depend-
ence on him for every thing that we enjoy,
or hope to enjoy.

It is, beside, a thousand times more ra-
tional and blissful, to refer all things inter-
esting to us, either in the present or the
future, to the counsel, the hand, or the
blessing of vire Lord, than to a mere con-
tingency, or “our good fortune” or ma-
nagetent. To feel that our persons, our
lives, and all our conditions of life, are of
his superintending care and. providence,
and not of “blind chance” or ¥ uck,”
but of his own direction and blessing; for
indeed, in this life, many of our socalled
misfortunes are the choicest blessings, and
all things do work together for good to them
who love God and keep his commandments.

Blind unbelief is sure to err, .
And scan his works in vain:

God is his own interpreter,
And he will make it plain.

Examination of Dootor Woods's Argument for
Infant Baptism from Eoclesiastical Hiatory.
DY K. 5. RIPL.Y, OF NEWTON THEOLOGICAL
INBTITUTION, MASS.

Concluded.

Il —IxEx.£Us.

Trenzus comes next in order, born ac-
cording to the best authorities, not, as the
Lecture states, “near the close of the first
centuty,” but about the year 140; some
say between 120 and 140. His copious
writings contain the following sentence,
which I here convey with more fullness
than appears in the Lecture, and precisely
according to the Latin—¢He [Christ] came
to save all by himseif; all, 1 say, who by
him are born again unto God [renascunter
in Deum,] infunts and little ones, and chil-
dren, and youths, and elder persons.”

On this passage, Dr. Woods thus writes:
“Wall and Schroeckh, and other writers of
the first ability, consider the word renasci

born again}, in the writings of Irenzusand

ustin, as signifying baptiem. * * *
The passage above cited is with good reason
supposed to contain proof * * * that
infant baptism was the prevailing practice.”_

The question connected with this passago
is one of lite criticism; namely, Docs
the expression born again uato God, as
«Wall'and Schroeckh and other writers of
the first ability” suppose, here “signify

Buptism#* Declining to take, on this ques.
Ition, the position of a disputant, or of a
}judge, I prefer to let my readers know ths
exact state of the case as to the judgment
of eminent scholars. Opinions are divided
,in regard to this expression. * Writers of
- the first ability” also feel constrained, against
the influences of their religious training and
ecclesiastical relations, after laborious exami-
nation of the works of Irenazus, and com-
parison of this passage with his current of
thought and his system respecting the re-
covery of men by Jesus Christ, to conclude
that 1t does not recognize infant bsptism.
It will be most satisfaclory to have a few
specimens, showing the diverse views which
have been given, and the tendency of
opinions.

Neander, in his History of the Christian
Religion and Church, vol. I, p. 811 (Torrey's
translation,) speaks thus: “Baptism was
administered at first only to adults, as men
were accustomed to conceive baptism and
faith as strictly connected. We have all
reason for not deriving infant baptism from
spostolic institution ; and the recognition of
it which followed somewbat later as an
apostolical tradition, serves to confirm this
bypothesis. Irenaeus is the first church
teacher in whom we find any allusion to
infant baptism; and in his mode of ex-
pressing himself on the subject, he leads us
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at the same time to recognize its connection
with the essence of the Christian conscious-
ness; he testifies of tho profound Christian
iden, out of which infant baptism arose, and
which procured for it at length universal
vecognition. Irenmus is wishing to show
that Christ did notinterrupt the progressive
developement of that human nature which
was to be sanctified by him, but sanctified
it in accordance with its natural course of
dovelopement, and in all its scveral stages.

S

“He came to redeem all by himself; all |y,

who, through him, are regencrated to Qod;
infants, little children, boys, young men and
old.  Hence he passed through every age,
and for the infant he became an infant,
sanctifving the Jnfants; among the little
children he became a little child, sanctifying
those who belong to this age, and at the
same time presenting to them an example
of piety, of well-dving -and of obedience;
among the young men he became a young
man, that he might set them an example
and sanctify them to the Lord.” It is here
especially important to observe, that infants,
(infanbesg arc expressly distinguished from
children (parvulis) whom Christ could also
benefit by bis example; and that they are
represented as capable of receiving from
Christ, who had appeared in their age,
nothing more than an objective sanctification.
‘This sanctification becomes theirs, in 50 far
as they are regenerated by Christ to God.
Regeneration and baptism are in Irenzus
intimately connected; and’ it is difficult to
conceive how the term regeuneration can be
employed in reference to this age, to denote
any thing else than baptism, Infant bap-
tism, then, appears here as the medinm
through whicl the principle of sanctification,
imparted by Christ to human nature from
its earliest developement, became cppropri-
ated to children.”

Matthies (Expositio Baptismatis, p. 189),
says, “The matter turns on this—whether
to be born again signifies baptism. It can
by no means be doubted that Irenceusis
accustomed to call daptism a new birth unto
God. Still, this writer does not teach that
in his age infants were always baptized;
rather, this only is contained in that passage,
namely, that infants, as well as little ones
and lads (parvuli et puerl) may be saved,
since they may be lorn again by Christ,
that is, in baptism. Though, thercfore,
Ireneus thinks that infants are partakers of
the new birth, and consequently of baptism,
(since baptism effects the new birth,) it is
yet left in doubt whether infants were
always baptized or not. From the remark
of Irenzeus, it can probably be inferred that
towards the end of the second century—
about the year 180—infants were sometimes
baptized.”

On the other side of this question ap
Baumgarten-Crusius, one of the most distin-

ished names in German theological lite-
ratare, who says, in his Dogmengeschichte,

p- 1209, “The celebrated passagein Irenseus
(it 22, 3) isnot to be used in favor of infant
baptism. For the expression renasei per
eum (Christum) in Deum, evidently signifies
here the participation of all in his divine
and holy nature, in which he has come into
the place ofall. Compare 3, 18, per omnem
venit mtatom, &c.

Hagenbach, in his History of Doctrines,
transtated by C. W. Buch, vol. L p. 193,
expresses the following opinion: “The
cs from Scripture which are thought
to intimate that infant baptism had come
into use in the primitive church, are doubt-
ful and prove nothing, viz, Mark, x, 14;
Matthew, xyiii. 4, 6; Acts, ii. 38, 39, 41;
Acts, x. 48; 1 Cor, i 18; Col, ii. 11, 12,
Nor does the earliest passage occurring in
the writings of the Fathers, Irenzeus, adv.
her. ii, 22, 4, afford any decisive proof. It
only expresses the beautiful idea that Jesus
was Redeemer ¢n every stage of life, and
for every stage of life; but 1t does not say

baptism, unless the term renasei be inter-
preted by the most arbitrary petitio principii
to refer to baptism.”

In a similar strain we have, as is fully
stated in the Christian Review, vol III. p.
218, the conclusions of Winer, Stasc
Rossler, Munscher, VonColn, all decliving
to borrow any support from this passage.

1 have thus far avoided all mention of
the result to which my lecarned friend, Rev.
Irah Chase, D. D., was Jed by a laborious
examination of the works of Ireneus, be-
cause I wished to derive testimony from
learned men whose religious predilections
would rather incline them to discoverin
the passage an argument for infant bap-
tism. Dr. Chase has rendered vaiuable
service to theological rature, by his en-
deavours to ascertain the real meaning of
ihe passage under consideration. In pur-
suance of his purpose he read and re-read
every page of all the extant works of Ire-
neeus, as well as of that containing this
passage, and formed an independent opi-
nion of its meaning. This opinion he af-
terwards discovered, from time to time, to
accord with results to which learned Ger-
man investigators had been led. From his
satisfactory article on this passage, pub-
lished in the Bibliotheca Sacra and Theo-
Jogical Review, published at Aundover, vol.
VL, pp. 646, 656, I extract the following
statement: “ According to Irenzeus, Christ,
in becoming incarnate, and thus assuming
his mediatorial work, bmught the human
family into a new relation, under himself,
and placed thom in a condition in which
they can be saved. In this sense be is the
Saviour of all. He restored them, or sum-
med them up anew, in himself He be.
came, 40 to speak, a second Adam, the
regenerator of mankind. Through him
thay are regenerated unto God; per eum

renascuntur tre Deum.

that he redeemed children by the water of|

| “The thought occurs frequently, and it
is variously modified by the various con-
nections in which it is introduced.

“In the passage which has often boen
brought forward as recognizing the bap-
tism of infants, Irenmus is mointainin
that Chr st appeared as he really was, an
passed througe the various stages of hu.
man life, sanctifying, it is added, sanctifying
every age by the likeness that it had to
himseclf; for Ae came to save all by Aimself;
all, I say, since by him they are regenerated
unto God—infants and little oncg, and chil-
dren and youths, and elder persons. There-
fore he came through the several ages, and
for infants he was made an infant, sanctify-
ing infants; among little ones, a little one,
sanctifying those of that age; snd, at the
same time, being to them an example of
piety, uprightness and obedience; among
the youtl, a youth, becoming an examplo
to the youths, and sanctifying them to the
Lord; thus also an elderly person, among
elderly persons, that he might be a perfect
master among all, not only in respect to
the presentation of truth, but also in re-
s‘)ect. 10 age, sanctifying at the same timo
also the elderly persons, and becoming to
them an example. Then, too, he passed
through even unto death, that he might be
the first born from the dead, himself hold-
ing the primacy in all things, the prince of
life, superior to all, and preceding sl. B.
II, c. 22, § 4.

¢ 'What Irenceus thought of baptism mus§
be gathered from the p s in which he
is speaking of the subject. But that he is
speaking of it in this passage, there is no
sufficient evidence. For a mere resem-
blance in one or two words to certain terms
sometimes used in conuection with baptism

assumed. The context is agamnst it, for the
context directs our attentionto Christ, and
what he himself personally came to do for
the human family. It is by Him, and not
by baptism, that they are here said te be
rene]‘;’eld, born anew, or regenerated. And
arallel passages are against it, for the
sbundanﬁy confirm the %::158 which 1 havZ
given, as being the true sense of the pas.
sage before us.”

L —TEeRTULLIAN,

Dr. Woods next produces Tertullian as
testifying to the existence of infant baptism
in his day, that is, near the end of the se.
cond century, or in round numbers, A. D.
200. Hore he hasan unexceptional witness.
No one can doubt—see Tertullians trea-
tisc De Baptismo, §r18—tbat the practice
then existed. At Tertullian's period, wo
emerge, so far as historical evidence of in-
font baptism is concerned, from darkness
into light. But when Dr. Woods says, p.
398, that the langusge of Tertullian proves
infan ‘baplism to have been the general
practice, he transcerds hisauthority. Ter.

falls very far short of proving the part-

tullisn’s testimony is & clear proof that the,
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practico existed in North Africn, but not
that it cxisted in Asin Minor; nor is it a
clear proof that it was universal even in
North Africa. He dissuaded from the
practice.  And tho fact that so frank and
80 learned & man as_ Tertulliun, at an age
80 near to the apostolic, objected against1t,
induces a strong suspicion that he knew it
was not the original practice of Christianity.
But precisely how to argue about the fact
that the first unquestionable witness of
infunt baptism is also an opposer of it, is 50
much a matter of mere probability, and
one respecting which a man’s private views
and prepossessions will so much influence
him, that I prefer not thus to beat the air.
I rather invite attention to a remark or two
of Neander’s, whose investigations and abi-
lity to estimate historical circumstances
entile his opinion on such a sub* ¢t to
great weight.

In his History of the Christian Religion
and Church, vol. i, p. 412, he says, “Im-
mediately after Ircneeus, in the last years of
the second century, Tortullian appears as a
zealous opponent of infant baptisr 1 proof
that the practice had not as yet come to
be regmged as an apostolical institution;
for otherwise he would hardly have ven-
tured to express himself so strongly against
it”  So in his work entitled the Spirit of
Tertullian, p. 207, he says, “For these
reasons Turtullian declared against infant
baptism, which at that time was certainly
nol a generally prevailing practice; was
not yet regarded as an apostolical institu-
tion. On the contrary, as the assertions of
Tertullian render in” the _highest degree
probable, it had just began to spread, and
was therefore regarded by many as an in-
novation.

So likewise Matthies says, p. 191, “ Ter-
tullian, who, as every body knows, labored
with the utmost zeal to preserve ever
church institute, as being of apostolic ori-
gin, yet vehement]y opposes the practice of
bapu.zmg infants; whence, it is .evident,
that infant baptism had come into use, ¢er-
tmnl_)" in the Carthaginian Church, and
that it was vegarded as an institute which
did not, proceed from Christ nor the apos-
tles”” Again, p. 193: “Since Tertullian
was a very strenuous advocate of eccle-
siastical tradition and most unfriendly to
9h_unges, with the exception of Montanism,
it is obvious that the custom of infant bap-
tism was not yet, at that time, prevalentin
all the churches.”

In coincidence with these views are the
remarks of Krabbee, in his essay on Apos-
tolical Constitutions, appended to Dr.
Chase’s edition of the Constitutions, p. 420:
“Exactly at the time of the origin of our
Constitutions, it was when infant baptism
and the baptism of persons grown vu ex-
isted together. Till the fifth century this
continues, and the baptism of the grown-up
is the more prevalent; but then pzdo-

.

!\mptism predominates, and completely dis-
places the baptism of adults. It is well
khown how very zealously Tertullian op-
poscd infant baptism; and although the
councilat Carthage, A.D. 253, with Cyprian
at their head, declared themselves in its
favonr, yet only in the African chureh from
that time it came gradually to prevail. In
the Griental church, on the contrary, the
carlier usage remuined till the fifch century.”

IV.—~Oniaex.

The testimony of Origen, who was born
AD, 185, and died A.D. 253, is next pre-
sented. This, too, as proving simply the
historical fact in his day, is wholly unex-
ceptionable.  No one cun doubt that infunt
buptism existed in Origen’s time. The
three passages, either of which sufficiently
proves this, are tie following: “ It may be
asked why, since buptism is given to the
chureh for the remission of sins, baptism is
given, according to the observance of the
church, even to infants; for the grace of bap-
tism would seem superfluous if there were
nothing in infunts requiring remission and
indulgence.”” In Leviticum, Hom. VIIL

“Infants are baptized for the remission
ofsins. * * ¥ And because, through
the sacrament of baptism, native corruption
is removed, therefore infauts also are bap-
tized”” In Lucam, Hom. XIV. .

“For this [that is, for removing native
corruption] the church has received a tra-
dition from the Apostles to give baptism
even to infants” Comm. in Ep. ad Rom,
Lib, V. cap. 0.

Origen’s testimony is thought to-be of
special value, because he says that the
church received a tradition [uot “an order,”
us the Lecture represents] from the apostles
1o the effect that infants should be buptized.
Now, however weidty at first sight this

¥ | remark of Origen’s may appear, claiming for

infant baptism an apostolic ‘tradition; 1t is
divested of all its force by Neander's obser-
vation respecting it, in his History.of the
Christian fie]igion, vol. 1, p. 314, ¢ Ovigen,
in whose system infant baptism could rea-
dily find its place, declares it to be anapos-
tolical tradition; an expression, by the way,
which cannot beregarded asof much weight
in this age, when the inclination was so
strong to trace every institution which was
considered of special importance to the

P-|apostles; and when so many walls of sepa-

ration, hindering the freedom of prospect,
had already been set up between this and
the apostolic age.”, Matthies, Exp. Bapt.
p- 194, makes a similar remark on this de-
claration of Origen. It would, indeed, be
singular, if there had been a tradition which
could be clearly traced to the apostles, or
which was extensively, from the very first
believed to be thus traceable, that Tertul-
lian should not have known it, & man so
learned, so frank, and so fearless in sayin

-#hat he thought, and what he kiew. An

"wonld there have been nn entire silence

respecting such a tradition in every Chris-
tiun writer from Clement of Rome down te
Origen? ‘I'hat such an opinion had gained
currency in Origen's day is ensily conceiv-
able; and that it was the growth of dis-
putes respecting baptisw, is ulso very eice
dible, for, as Neander observes, vol i, p.
(314, note: *fn Origen’s time, too, d_iﬂi—
cultics were still frequently urged against
infant baptism, similur to those thrown out
by Tertullinn.”

Beyond this point of time, the exnmina-
tion need not be extended.  No one whois
at all acyuainted with ancient Christian
wiiters, or with credibly history from the
time of ‘Lertullian, can reasgnably doubt the
existenee of infant baptism, <t least as ocen-
sionally practised in that writer's time,
Dr. Woods proceeds to mention Cyprian
Optatus, Gregory Nazianzen, Chrysostom,
Augustin, thus bringing the eridence down
1o the fifty century.  All these are unex-
cc{:tionablc witnesses to the fact, and so are
ather contemporancous wiiters,  Historical
light in reference to the subject begins to
shine from Tertullian’s pages; all the wri-
ters preceding his time, even that important
writer, Clement of Alexandria, having no-
thing to impart on the subjeet: for cer-
tainly the passage in Trenwxeus is of such a
nature that a similar passape on any sub-
ject of philosophy, or of civil history, would
not for a moment be regarded as sufficiently
clear to occupy a prominent position, if a
position at all, among testimonies. From
the time of Tertullian, in the natural order
of events, the stream of historical evidence
widens, so that, should we take a retrograde
course, pacdo-baptism can be historically
traced from the present day to the time of
Tertullian. But there the chain ends;
from that point, say A.D. 200, to the times
of the apostle, all the intelligible testimonies
and allusions recognize only the baptism of
persons who avowed in baptism a personal
reception of the Christian religion.  Should
we take the natural course of history,
making the Gospels our first documents,
and proceeding in the order of time, we
obtain the following result: The inspired:
records contain no trace of infunt baptism;
the succeeding Christian writers, down to-
the time of Tertullian, onward in the course
of history. the notices of infant baptism in-
crease. In other words, the further down
we come from the time of the apostles, the
more numerous are the historical traces of
infant baptism; while, going back from the
present time towards that of the apostles,
the nearer we approach their time, the less
numerous are such traces, until at last they
absolutely disappear from the page of his-
tory, and only traces of a wholly different
character mect our notice.

I rise from this examination with in.
oreased and satisfied confidence, that the

voice bf-God in history, properly heard and
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reported, is not at variance with his voice
in revelation. My convictions become aulse
tdeepened by the lessons of ceclesiustical
history, that the ordinances of religion need
to be observed in close conformity to the
will of their author,  If their original pur-
pose be misapprehended, they become
means and occasions of the grossest super-
stition; it that purpose be corrCetly under-
stood, and the ordinances observed in their
original simplicity, with strict conformity to
their founder’s will, they have a singular
cflicacy in preserving or restoring purity of
principle and practice. At the same time,
he who is deeply imbued with the spirit of
Christianity, while he acknowledges his
Lord's authority in the ordinances, docs
not feel bound, like a slave, to any outward
form us having in itself some peculiar holi-
ness.  Ritual observances ordained by
heaven, he yet subordivates, and makes
tributary to that true holiness of heart
which is the ultimate object of all God’s
discipline and cultire.  From the outward
he directs his thoughts and desires, like an
affectionate child, to that Spirit whose in-
workiag alone can fit him for his humble
station in the kingdom of God on ' earth,
and here mould him for his destined ac-
lti-vify and glory in the kingdom of God on
igh,

DIVINE INFLUENCE IN THE WORK OF BAB.
BATH 8CHOOLS.

(From the Watchman and Reflector.)

We give below extracts from the excellent ad-
dress of Rev, J. R, Scott, of Portland, delivered at
the late (mgiversary of the New England Sunday
School Umon, in Full River, “The great truth in-
sisted on in the address, may well commend itself.

Mu. Presioexr,—Hefore speaking to the
resolution which has heen putin my hands,
permit me to say a word in regard to the
Union. I am glad, sir, that an effort is
being made to revive its efficiency, and that
its financial affuirs have been so adjusted,
as to preclude any apprehension of trouble
from past embarrassments. We have reason,
also, for gratulation, that the services of a
brother have been secured for the more ac-
tive prosecution of the objects of the Union,
whoce interest in Sunday schools, and op-
portunities for experience, along with his
energy and good judgment, augur so well
for the future usefulness of the society.
That such a society ought to exist, and that
the Baptists of New England are well able
to sustain it, and that we cannot be true to
the cause of Christ, and to our denomina-
tional interests, without such a one, vigor-
ously supported, Ihaye never fora moment
doubted. That this isthe fact,issufficently
clear, from what theUnion has already ac-
complished, despite the untoward events, to
which allusion has been made ; bat itis more
clearly demonstrable from the hjstory of
gimilar organizati.ons among our neighbors of
other denominations., Iy is cnough to refer

you to the Massachusetts Subbuth Schoo!
Society,—and I do this, not in the spirit of
seetartan jealousy, if it is lawlul to learn
from an cnemy, it surely is from a friend.
As I have contempiated the energy and
the success with which the affairs of that
society arc managed, and have seen its
growing influcnee on the Frosperity of their
dencmination, I bave seeh with one of Vir-
gil'srustics—“Indeed, I donot cry ; Irather
wonder”  So far from envying, glad T am
to know that our Congregutional brethren
are doing their best to impart efficiency to
this lovely institution among them; but I
wonder that we Baptists have been so slow
to profit by their example. Since it has
been decided that our Union skall live, let
us determine, brethren, that it shall havea
flourishing existence. -It may be rendered
an agengy of great value to our churches;
let us make the most of it, ILet us concen-
trute our means in enlarging its operations,
—let us make it to the Baptist Sunday
schools, what the Massachusetts Society is
to the schools of the Orthodox Gongrega-
tional churches, and we shall be amply re-
paid for the most liberal outlay of our resour-
ces in its support.  Without detaining you
further, I will read the resolution:

Resolved, That in the work of Sunday schools
it becomes the churchies to rely less on outward
machinery, and more on Divine influences.

The resolution, sir, secems to imply that
the churches are in the habit of relying too
much on outward machinery, and I fear
that this istrue. It says nota word against
the proper use of means. We may, and
we should deem it important that the num-
ber of scholars be increased, that the schools
be well ofcered, and furnished with com-
petent teachers, that there be a large and
attractive library, that suituble periodicals
be circulated, that the best question books
be adopted, that the monthly concert and
the weekly teacher’s rceting be main-
tained, that absentees be looked up, and that
new measures be judiciously employed to
keep up and increase the interest of the
school. Tt certainly eannot be said that in
any of our scools there is too much of all
this. In how many is there a most lament-
able Jack of it? The truth is, if 3 Sabbath
school is-worth sustaining at all, it is worth
all the cutlay »f time aud money and pains,
that the most enthusiastic friend of the in-
stitution ever considered it entitled to. If
we averlook tho truth, we may as well over-
lock the entire fact that the Highest
has ordained the coming of his king-
dom through the instrumentality of
means. 'The war shout of Israel is—*The
sword of the Lord and of Gideon!” and
who is Gideon? The angel tells us, as he
samrroons the unsuspecting youth 46 his
high commission—* the Lord 18" with thee,
thou MigHTY MAN OF VALOR! And theugh
ke knew it not, as he timidly threshed out
his father’s wheat by the wine-press to hide
it from the Midisnites, a "hero’s heart did

beat in Lis bosom, and he was the fittest
man in all fsracl for that service. God
sceth not as man seeth; he may choose his
agents and his instrumeuts, where man
would belitte likely to look for them; and
yet those agents and those instruments shall
be expressly suited to their purpose; and
wheever thinks u meagre outlay of skill and
strength and resources on his part, isall that
is demanded of him, be hie a Sabbath school
teacher, be he minister, be he in whatevever
department of the vineyard of the Lerd let
him rest assured, heisnot the man whom
the king delighted to honor; for they only
that be wise, skilfully adapt means to ends
—*“shall shine asthe brightness of the fir-
mament, and they that turn many Lo righte-
ousness, as the stars, forever and ever.”’

Still, my brethren, they are strong who
are strong in the Lord, and in the power of
his might, and let Gideon come to forget
how impotent and worthless a thing the
sword of Gideon ig, save as it is coupled
with the sword of the Lord, and defeat
shall at once remind him of his presumption
and rebuke bim for it.  And soifwe would
secure the real object to be aimed at, in
our Sunduny school exertions, it is of vital
consequence, that we be ever mindful of the
sole source of their efficiency. The Sab-
bath school is indeed & most happy stroko
of Christian policy ; for how could we pro-
ceed more hopefully than to ¢ake the child
before his mind has been preoccupied by
error, before time has developed and habit
confirmed his innate depravity; while the
heart is most susceptible of impression, and
inculcate on him at this hopeful period the
invaluable lessons of the gospel. This is
being wise to win souls. It is acting in
havmony with the laws of mind. Sure}
o glorious harvest must crown such cul-
ture.

Yes, it will, if but one more requisite be
added. But this wanting, that soil will yet
be sterile.  The seed will die in the gronnd.
There must fall the dews and rains from
heaven, and the sun must shine down from
heaven in his strength, or there will be no
germination. Perfect the outward ma-
chinery of our schools may be; but without
an agency superior to all human influences,
the results looked for, will not follow. We
may be so charmed with the beautiful
working of the engine, as to forget to ask
whether it is really doing any thing; and
from the fact that th2 results of Suuday
schools efforts have not kept pace with the
" progress of eternal facilities for their prose-
cution, may we not reasonably rconclude
that thiis resolution s true? e

Mr. President, the resofution reminds us
of scenes that we have ourselves been pri-
vileged to witness. 'We have known* what
itis to be conscious of tho presence of God
in the Sabbath school. ,'I'Y\e very atmos-
phere was'impregnated with Divine indg
ence. Deep solemnity reipscd.  Allsatin
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in the shadow of clernity. Little wassaid,
but a mighty efficacy attended it. The
word of God wasquick and Eowerful, Hearts
softened, melted, and, “like kindred drops
commingled into one.” T'he tear glistencd
in many an eye. A stiflod sob now and
then broke on ihe stillness, % What must
I do tobe saved,” was the anxious, pervad-
ing inquiry. God was there, and we satd,
“Surely the Lord is in this place, and we
knew it not.”

We knew not it may be at the time, how
to account for such a visitation.  But after-
wprds, not unlikely, the oxplanation trans-

ired.  Some humble member of the school,
wnd in her solitary devotion, been stirred
up to unwented fervor of supplication in be-
heif of the school, and possibly, she had im-
parted of her awn fervor to a little circleof
assoclates.  Day by day, their ardent re-
gnests would go up— Lord bless the Sun-

a7 school! convert my own dear pupils!”
The savor of the closet and the praying cir-
cle, communicated itself to the exercises of

the cluss,

"@he Christion Obseruer,

‘TORONTO, DECEMBER, 1851,

Regular Baptist Missionary
Society.

From the tone of feeling evinced atour Hamilton
meeting, and from the earnest pleadings with God
to which we then listened alike in the Convention,
and the social and domestic circles, we were fully
prepared to hear that our denomination would come
up unitedly and beartily to the work of sustaining
and spreading the gospel in destitute parts of the
Province, In this judgment we have been con-
firmed by the reported success which has crowned
the efforts of brethren Wilkinson,Hewson, and Mc-
Dougall, who have just held a series of Missionary
Meetings within the limits of the Fastern Asso-
ciation. The hearts of these brethren were made
glad by the cordial welcome which they every-
where received, and by the expressions of sym-
pathy in the work of the Society which they every
where heard. And why should it be otherwise?
Have not all an equal interest in supplying feeble
churches with the Word of Life, and in raising
churches where theydo not now exist! When we
remember that we are not our own but bought
with a price, and think of that price, paid for our
yedemption, it would seem enough to consume the
1ast rsmnant of selfishness in our hearts, and draw
from the very depths of each of our souls the en-
quiry, * Lord, what wilt thou have me to do.”
Our new settlements have hitherto been left, per-
hape not uncared for, but whzt tvactically amounts
1o the same thing, unsupplied with the Word and
omdinances of Christ's house, Much has been
done, and generously done, to sustain churrhes in
prompinest places, while the most anxious entreaties
for aid, from feehle churches and destitute regions

bsve met with no other response thap an expression
of our commiseration, and & sigh over our fancied
inability to render them amistance. The spell
appears now to be broken. The churches have
been taught by experience the helplessness of an
unofganized condition ; and many can now see that
by putting forth a uniied and steady eflort, we
possess strength'enough so to employ theinstrumen-
talities which heaven has appointed for the salvation
of man, 8sto make many a solitary heait agd place
glad,

The brethren who have held missionary meetings
in the Eastern Association have received the fol«
lowing sums in cash, and on pledge payable Masch

1, 1852:— R
Cash. Pledges.

Beameville « « - - <8725 - « 7288
Lawrenceville « « -« « 473 « « 1636
Drummondyille « « « « 203 « «» 3578
St. Catherines =~ « « « 125 « « 41.80
Font. Hill « = « « = 640 - « 1990
Hamilton« « o =« « «1622 « « 3872
Dundags o « « o o o 525 « « 3350
Walpole « = « o« o « 237§ - = 2087
Rinhag e ¢ o & « « 625 « « 20,00
Total « - $80,553 309.2)

1t will be seen by the above that should all the
churchec in the Provinee act, in propartion to their
ability, as thess churches have done, the Board
will soon be in possession of ceveral thousand
dollars, with which to sustain missionariesamongat
the destitute. If there is a beart in any of usthat
does not bound with joy at the prospect of sccom-
plishing even so much for Canada, such an ane we
think cujnt to examine the ground of his hope be-
fore Crod. -

‘We sincerely hope that brethren in the other
Associations will, as soon as possible, imitate the
example that hus been set us in the eastern, We
shall endeavour to assist in the Haldimand.

The Corresponding Secretary of the R. B. Mis.
sionnry Sociely has, agreeably toinstructions, ad-
dressed a circriar on the subject of employing a
professor of theology, to all the churchies, Will
brethren attend to the matter without delay.

" Opening of & New Chapal.

We had the privilege of being present 2t the
opening a new Baptist ckapel in Cheltenham, on
the first Lowd’s Day of last month, The weather
was exceedingly storcay, and the roads heavy.
Notwithstanding these disadvantages the new
house was well filled with an attentive and highly
respectable audiznce, who listened with marked
sericusness to the truth, The Cheltenham church
embraces in its membership many Highlaad Scotch,
who are privileged with hearing the gospel in their
own tongue wherein they were born, on the sfter-
noon of every Sabbath, from their respected pastor,
Brother H. Reid, The fact that they have erected
soneat and commodious a house of worship, reflects
great credit upon this church, and we doubt not
but that their well-directsd zeal, will mect the
Master’s approval.  May the Lord cause the little

une to become & thousand.

£3* On the eve of going to press, we have re.
ceived the New York Recorder,and perceive that
the editor has given us a passing notice. Weashall
have a word to say to him in our next; and.we
belicve that we can say it in the spisit of Christ,
With his correspondent, 3o Jong as we rctain &
vestige of self-respect, we can have no controversy.
Of the extract given in our last, from the Circular
of the Grand River Association, the Michigan
Christian Herald says, after exhibiung its allacy,
it contains thevirus of Puseyiom ¢

The Influence of Sabbath Schooss on Soclely
. snd on the Churches.

It is the duty of Christians to scek, by all the
appliances of heaven, to bring men o salvation,
that God may be glorified ; and the most effectusl
metbods .whicu they can adopt ia secaring the °
commanded end, must be adopted, or guilt is in~
curred. It is for this reason that we sustain the
Bible Society,—that being the best way known to
us, at present, of giving the Word of God to the
destitute and the perishing. We sustain the Mis-
sionary Society—that being the most cficient in-
strumentality known to us of giving a preached
gospel to every cresture, On the same principle
we swtain the Sabbath School,—tbat being the beat
method known to usof bringing truth to bear upon
the young mind. And this is especially true of the
thousands of children now gathered into Sabbath
Schools, who have not the benefiis of religious in-
straction at home. The practical benefits of the
Sabbath School are now kncwn to the world. Jta
efficacy as an instrument of great moral and reli-
gious utility, is evidenced in every circle where ity
influence has been felt; and the man who cannot
discover in the Sabbath School, an opportunity of
bleasing, on an extensive scale, his nation and his
race, must have béen dead to the aggressive move-
ments ot the churches of Christ for many years.

The benetits of the Sabbath School areof a wide~
spreading character. Its influence is not limited
or circumscribed by human existence upon the
earth; but is boundless as man’s immortalily,—it
lingers witk him on the shares of time,—it accom-
panies him into etemity, and is felt by him before
the throne of God. It has & beginning, and that,
appatently, an insignificant one ; but as we seek
to grasp its end, we are lost! The soul may
summoa the mightiest effort of the imagination,
and gaze dow= the vista of interminable ages, until
it pauses oppressed amid awful infinitude, and still
it has seen but the beginning of this influence—it
has noend. A spring has been unsealed, whose
waters must flow on,and on forever j«—a tide has
been called into existence, whose surge can never
break upon an opposite shore! What an instru-
ment is this for man to wield! H.w important
his task ! How big with incomprehensible results,
its fulfilment, or its neglect !

But lat us take a more specific view of the bee
nefits of tho Sebbeth School, that we may more
clearly perceive our obligations connected with it.
And consider first, its femporal benefifs. This is
indeed the lowest view that we can take of the
subject. Still it is a necessary view; for the
Christian duty of doing good, refers to timeas wel}
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as to cternity. And we would notice, first, the
influence which we can wield through the Sabbath
School upon socia! socicty, It is u historical fact,
that few Sabbath School scholars are found among
those who are arraigned before civil tribunals for
violatious of civil law. The principles implanted
in the young mind before the world has had op-
portunity to cast its darkest shadows between its
perceptions and the light of truth are safeguards of
the morals of youth,™ We speak not now of the re-
generating influence of truth, which is exerted by
the Holy Spirit; but of its natural influcnce. The
buman mind cannot embrace those principles of the
gospel which refer to externals, even us rules of
human action, without rising in the scale of mo-
rality far above the neglector of these prirciples,
The purity of the gospel affects the heart, and often
without regencration, restrains the passions, so
that the mind instinctively shricks back from
scencs of degradation, into which the uninformed
heart readily plungés. Moral perception is quick-
encd in the Sabbath School—the decisions of the
conscience are rendered nore authoritalive, and
the youth is prepared to do justly between man
and man. In other words, he enters upon the
active duties of life—his mind so stored with ex-
alted principles, that it must require an effort for
him to be ought else than an honest man, It does
not alter the case to affirm that there are exceptions
to this Tule—it is sufficient for usto know that they
are but exceptions. And how often is it the case,
that those who depart for a season from such prin.
ciples as are taught in the Sabbath School, after
pursuing a course of moral obliquity for yeas,
through which the voice of an enlightened con-
science continually thunders in their ears, their
true condition and their ultimatedoom. Howoften
is the influence of the Sabbath School, which has
never let go its grasp upon the soul, made the in-
strument of the Spirit in leading the wanderer to
Christ. Fill our Province with properly instructed
Sabbath School scholars, and where discord now
exists, you would find harmony ; where licentious-
ness riots in its own destructive darknese, you
would see the joyous smile of virtue; where pro-
fanity and drunkenness now transforim the abodes
of men into the embryo likenesses of the bottom-
less pit, refinement and peace would find a fixed
abode. None of the numerans evils which press
g0 heavily upon socicly are beyond the seach of;
those principles which the Sabbath School seeks to
instil into the young mind, and one grand reason
why social reform has not been more energetically
advanced by this instrumentality, we believe, will
be found in the fact that its moral efficacy has never
has never yet, by Christians gencrally, been fully
appreciated ; and hence their prayers, their per-
sunal efforts, and their contributions, have all, to
90 great an extent, been withheld from it, Think
of what may be the temporal destiny of many of
the youth of Sabbath Schools, We live in @ land,
whose ample resources for the elevation of its in-
habitants are only beginning to be developed.
Here, enterprise will receive that stimulus which
never fails to render it effective ; here, talent will
not wither and die under the iron heel of power
and -patronage; and here, industry will find the
reward of its toils, Now, in the light of these
facts, we ask, What will these youth, in the Sabs

bath School, be, a few ycars hence ? Pcrhapa
thiere are minds amongst them, who, a3 they burst!
into maturity, may fill the most important stations
in theland, Some of the future legislators for our
Province may, at present, be drinking in those
high and ennobling principles from the Word of
God which are taught in the Sabbath School ; and
some of our indefatigable Sebbath School teachers
moy now be giving a direction to thosc minds
which may yet sway the councils of the nation.
What they now deem a buoyant-hearted, and, per-
haps int:actable, boy, may yet stand out -before
the world in a greatness which may command the
spontancous estecm of the most great—~his stame
mering tongue may ye* be unloosed, and his burn-~
ing cloquence may yet chain, in breathless silence,
a digaified assembly, and mould it to his will,
Thisis not, merc speculation, what has been
before may be again, and what reason have we .o
belicve that such things will not occur, and fre-
qnently occur. ‘To neglect the Sabbath School
then, is to neglect the best interests, of social and
civil society., We have schemes enough at the
present day-—claborate schemes, and some of them
too concocked by men of enlarged views and bene-
volent hearts, for the purpose of arresting the pro-
gress of vice, and superintending order in the gra-
ting and jarring machinery of earth’s social systems.
Still the influence which the best of human plans
of social reform have exerted, except where they
have been associated with the gospel, have been
powerless as a lunar ray falling upon ® northem
iceberg. This fact,it would seem, might be enough
to discourage the fusther efforts of theorists—and
lead them to enquire into the hidden source of man’s
degradation, and man’s woes. The Sahbath school
starts upon a right basis, and prosecutes its works
of love or, right prirciples, It recognises as a fun-
damental fact, never to be lost sight of, that the
objects of itg solicitude and care, are depraved in
every faculty of their being, It procceds from the
principle, that man must cease to love sin, hefore
he can cease to live in sin, and consequently before
he can have peace in time or in cteraity. It em-
ploys nat means of human device in order to effect
its wosk but heaven’s o wn appointed instrumental-
ities, for the salvation of man. The Sabbath
school teacher will effect, what philosophers and
worldly philanthropists have laboured, and must
for ever labour in vain to accomplish—for Sabbath
school instruction is adapted to the end in view.
It is adapted to the correct expansion of the soul.
Here the young mind is early taught to know its
malsaly, and to know the only antidote for human
sorrows. Here it is continually brought in con-
tact with the softening exhibitions of a Saviour’s
love. Here the supremacy of moral principle is
maintained—while that symmetry is soughttc be
presecved in the expansion of the seul which cor-
responds with its originalorder. Whether then we
regard the efforts of the Sabbath school in the
light of the philosophy of the human mind, or in
the light of gospel truth, its equally challenges the
admiration of every benevolent heart, and the ener-
getic support of every lover of the souls of men.
And with what tenfold force is this urged home
upon us when we think of the influence of the
Sabbath school upon the Church, no class of indi-
vidaals, entering the church of Christ, make auch

valuable and efficient church members from the
very beginning of their Christian course, as do
those who have experienced the benefits of Sabbath
schoo! training. And here do not understand us to
(.ach that Sabbath school instruction in itself con-
sidered—apart from the renewing of the Holy
Ghost—fits any soul for church membership~but
when those whose touls have been thus renewed
arc numbered amongst Gi 4’s people, they usually
evince a stedfastness of foith, of whichothers less
favoured often prove themselves deficient.  Those
who know little of the word of God—who arc not
intellectually acquainted with its principles, nor
in any sense acquainted with their own hearts until
aroused by the truth of God to sudden thonglt, are
generally speaking, brought to the peace of believe,
ing on the Lord Jusus Christ, through stormy emo~
tion, and when the sensibilities begin to calmdown
to their wonted exercise such converts having lit-
tle or no knowledge of the principles of the gospel
to fall back upon, sink down into a chilling apathy
—or if active at all, they are often employcd, in
doing what they can to keep themselves, and
others miscrable,

‘They know nothing about the doctrins of fore
bearing one another in love, they are atrangers to
the principls which leads the well-instructed Chris-
tian to submit himself to his bretbren in the fear
of the Lord. Let a fellows mortal oftend him, and
he will feel perfectly authorised to abandon any of
the commands of Christ, until reparation is made,
yes, for weeks together he will act as though Christ
had wranged him, instead of a fellow being. This
is sometimes the case with those who after all may
be regarded by many as converted men, but who
having been long left destitute, or nearly so, of the
principles of the gospel, and having been long con-
trouled by their passions are slow to yield by the
controul of principle, and slow to learn that the
controul of passion is displeasing to Christ. Now we
necd not hesitate to ask any of our readers, did you
ever know an intelligent Sabbath School scholar,
to make such a church member? Are they not
almost without exception, the most valuable addi-
tions to our churches which wereceive? Whether
then we look at the Sabbath Schoolin its influence
upon social society or upon the well-being of the
church of God, we are equally apprised of its value
as an instrumentality of order, and peace, and
blessodness, to man. Here is ‘an instrument of
good to our race, which commends itself to every
man’s conscience. In this matter we know to do
good, and saith one, to him that knoweth to do
good and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” But there
is yet a thought of deeper interest than any which
we have yet advanced, connected with Sabbath
School instruction. 1t is thr means of bringing lo
Chrin nultitudesof souls. Jn this point we cannot
for lack of space enlarge at present, but would
simply say, liere young souls are frequently led to
repose trust in the perfect work of Christ for sal-
vation, and made heirs of his glorious inheritance,
filled with peace and love, and prepared to live or
to die. Reader, are you a Sabbath School teacher ?
Pray eamestly for your clase; and seek to lead
each member of it immediately to Christ. This
will be to accomph'sh the highest good of which
the Sabbath School is ¢apable. Aim at nothing

short of this,
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ELECTIONS AND ELECTIONEERING.

It is utterly impossible for uny man having the
best interests of the country at heat, to beinditter-
ent as to what may e the result of the present elec-
tions.  Shall the incubus of state-churchisin be per-
witted to settle down with deadening weight apon
the necks of our people? shall it be sceurcly fixed
upon the rising cnergies of our Province for ever?
and shall the people of Upper Canada be condemned
1o see among them inall coming titme a State-pam-
pered Pricsthood, State Rectoss and Reetories, and
other appurtenances of a State Church 2 and shall
the black pall of autiquated error be thrown over
us by a Canadian Parliament 1—Shall the oft-shoots
or lateral branches ol corrupt hieratchies be foster-
e1 by our Representatives—or shall the people
when ehey meet, laying aside oll  political
grudges und personal hostilities, and employing
that power, which united, thiey possess, to re-
turn to Parliantent only such men as will cur
ry out in their fullest extent, those principles of civil
and religious equality and freedons, for which vol-
untary bodies on both sides of the Atlantic have
long contended 2 These ate questions of the deepest
moment to cvery one who possesses i stake in
Canadian affairs, We are gravely informed by
the defenders of # our slender remnant of church
tetnporalitics,” that the contest is one between
religion, i. e., Episcopalianisin, on the one hand,
and tnfidelity, i. e., anti-state-churchism, on the
other. Suchdeclarations of sentimant—such efforts
to transform the servants of Chr <t into the emis-
sacies of Satan for the glorious purpose of retaining
state patronage, is surely extravagant enough to
open the eyes of the most devoted and blinded vo-
tary of high churchism. Isit religion to employ
funds from the public treasury to build up a sect,
or 2 dozen of sects 7 Would it be a wise or a just
appropriation of the public money to pay one man
for teaching Romanism, a sccond for teaching Pu-
seyism, and a third, and a fourth, for endeavouring
to save the people from such teaching? And yet
this is the plan which our high churchmen propose,
at present, as a sort of compromse with the infidel
advocates of voluntaryism. They profess 2 wil-
lingness to see the # pharasaical brawlers,” allen-
dowed by the State—they are willing to sirike
hands with thewn in the rehigious work of plunder-
ing the public treaswry! provided always, that
their own share of the spoils continues undiminished,
Their present possessions must 1emain inviolate.
Noinfidethand must clutch their gold. Itwvould
be profanation to deposit any portion of it in the
packets of those « dissenters,? who seck the over~
throw of all religious principle ana the spread of
the wilidest theories of socialism, &c., in its stead.
Canadian high church electioncering literature is
teally a supeslative curiosity at present. Itisa mosg
singular compound of the most glaring contradic-
tions.  Its constituent parts are coaxing, scolding,
snocring, courting, whining, boasting, &c.  State-
Charchism is verily in an agony, and in itsravings
it would give to other denominations, any bribe
from the public purse that might serveto tum
away altention from the Reserves and Rectories.
How often must State-Churchism be informed that
Christians who believe that God's word establishes

the principles of voluntaryism, can not receive State
pay for any sectarian purpose whatever. “l'o talk
about an equitable division of public property, as
being that which would prove satistfaetory to all par-
ties, is grossly toinsult conscientionsmen.  Itisto

deny that they are governed by principle—or what{

is worse, itis to aflirm that they are cagible of
being bribed, when a sufliciently lurge amount is
offered to purchase them.  Lat the Electors teach
those ¢ equitable division” men, that voluntaryism
1s not a inere antagonism to a dominant party—
but a child of sacred principle.

We have sent, according to promise, to all our
readers, au abstract of the vates given by the men
who are now soliciting theie suffiages; and we
would say that whatever may be thought of the
comments accompanymg them, the votes will
speak for themselves. O e new candidates in
the ficld weare only personally acquainted with
Mer, Brown, who staads for Kent—and most car-
nestly do we hope that he may be retmined.  Fill
our Patliamentary seats with such advocates of]
civil and religious libesty, and the evils that have
so long distracted the Provinces, will soon be among
the things that were.  Mr. Brown like everyother
public mnan has politicul opponents, and his vigor-
aus pen and fearless course, are not likely tosoften
the asperities which have been evoked by plain
discussion ; but we can say to the readers of tife]
Observer in Kent, unhesitatingly, that a firmer be-
liever iu the principles of voluntaryism, oranabler
advocate of those principles, we have not yet met
with in the: Province. It is an old adage that
4“4 getions speak louder than words.”> Mr. Brown
will shine brighter by being subjected to such a
test.  We have met with lum m the Anti-Clergy
Reserve Association, where he evinced s readi-
ness to work as well as to write.  We have stood
by hisside when in a strain of perfect cloquence,
he exposed the iniguities which State Churchism
lhad introduced into this, as well as all otherglands
—and when his noble advocacy of the rights of
the people, brought from the lips and the hands,
and the feet of hundreds of freemen, spontan:ons
bursts of applause, and that, 100, at a time when a
furious mob raged raund the outside of the huild-
ing in which we were assembled, smashing *foors
and windows, and clamouring for Mr. Brown to be
dclivered up to them. 1n such circumstances we
have seen and heard that noble and talented young
wan : and, if there be any teuth in the adage, that
#zctjons speak louder than words,” then the vo-
luntarics of Kent have amongst them a tried cham-
pion of their cause.  Such information, we think,
must be of more imponance to our readersin Kent
than would be, or could be, the most triumphant
defence of everything that he may in storm and in
sunshine, in heat and cold, have written as aa
Editor, We trust +hat Mr. Brown will be trium-
phantly returned.

GexneRous TOREN oF REGARD.—As the widow
of Dr. Judson vvas embarking for the United States,
at Calcutta, a number of noble-hearted and disin-
terested friends made hier a present of 3000 supees,
or nearly $15C0, as a testimony of the reverence
in which they held her lamented husband, and the
respect and interest they felt for his bereaved
family.

Communicotions.
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Religion and Politics,

"To the Edilor of the Christian Obscreer.
‘fonoxnto, November 23, 1831.
Mg, Eptror,—Permit me, through your co-
lutnns, to make some suggestions to your readers,
having respect to their social and political dutiey
in the present crisis of our proviueiul affuirs,

We are o the eve of a contest, in whose issuss
are involved the dearest tights of civil and religinus
freedom, ‘There has never been a period in the
history of this Province, since the forms of a free
constitution have heen accorded to it, in which one
liberties have been menaced from so many quar-
ters, and by foes so formidable, as wre now seen to
be conspiring for their overthrow. [ udlude to the
cfforts being made on behalf of various eeclesins-
tical corperations to secure for themand their seves
ral institations a permanent provision from the
tunds of the Provincial treasury.  We could laugh
to scom the ciforts of a wiley priest, like « John
‘Furonto, to circumseribe our liberties, by obtain=
ing from the legislature, a recognition of those
claims to exelusive ceclesiastical dominion, so ar-
rogantly put forth by his own sect ; but when we
sce rival and even hostile communitics forgetting
their differences ard burying their mutual animosi-
ties, that they may make common cause against the
rights of conscience, it is surely high time tha twe
Should buckleon ourarmour, andsoadjust ourselves
1othe contest, as that we may be enabled by a few
vigorous and well-timed blows, to

“ Frustrate their knavish tricks,”

and to baffle their evil councils.

There is nothing incompatible between the
maintenance of . cousistent Christian profession,
aud the discharge of civil offices 3 for,in becoming
Christiaus, we do not cease to be men; and can-
nat, on this ground, therefore, claim excmption
from those duties aud 2esponsibilities which are
common alike toall men. Indecd, one of the ways
in which we may best adorn that profession is, by
discharging worthily those dutics. God, in his
providential administration of the affairs of the
world, appears siznally to have honoured his ser-
vants by making them the chief insttuments of
ameliorzling the condition of man, and of workiug
out his emancipation from civil tlnaldom. The
history of every free people on the face of the
earth, bears us out in this statement. The martyrs
of Christ were the precursors of their civil liberty,
and his confessors were its consolidators, Chriss
tiuns, and the Christian church, owe nothing to
buman governments for the rights and libertics
which have been conceded them. These were
wrenched from the tenacious grasp of power, and
reluctantly yielded anlywwhen they could nolonger
be withheld. _Let it be ours, in the spirit of onr
holy religion, to emulate the sanctified patriotism
of these illustrious worthies; and to guard with
jealousy these libertics which, at the cost of so
much sufieting, they have established on the firm
Lasis of constitutional right.




e 4

ﬁ'I‘I'IE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

187

Ofall the forms of oppression under whicha
great and generous people can be made to suffer,
that of priestly domination is the least supj ortable ;
and, in the cuse of Canada; it is, unhappily, the
onc most to be dieaded.  Let a people who have
once passed under this yoke, but begin to inquire
into the validity of those claims ‘to which they
have been accustomed to yicld a blind and unin-
quiring submission, and they shall find that the
tendertinercies ota state-clergy are crued,  Or if, as
in this Province, the state-church exists only in an
incipient state, this will bid*%bn to induce constant
strife between the people and the priesthood—the
latter incessantly lubouring to consummate their
golden projects; while the former, determited to
thwart them, contiont them with the most vigor-
ons hostility. For a period advancing towards
Lalf-a-century, has Upper Canada been distracted
Ly this species of intestine warfitre,  Not but that
thie people have again and again pronounced most
unequivacally against any and every modification
of'a state-religion.  But, sacerdotal ambition and
cupidity, harked by the Coloniat Otlice, have suc.
ceeded in protracting the struggle up to the present
hotir, and would willingly protract it to an indcfi-
nite period, rather than that their fondly-cherished
airas should be'defeated.  How disastrous mst be
the effict of such = state of things on the general
interests of the Province—moral, social, or reli-
gions—is a point on which it is needless for me 1o
insist,  All men concur in deploring and depre-
cating it, and happily there is scarcely less unani-
mity of sentiment, as it regards the means by
which permanent peace and tranquillity are to be
restored to us. It is simply this :—=Tuke from the
priests what belongs to the people and restore its
possession to its rightful owners, And this we
will do, if heaven permit.  But, besides the secu-
larization of the Clergy Reserves and the abolition
of the Rectories, it is equally essential to the estu-
blishment of perfect civil equality amongst us, that
the Home Government should not be permitted to
impose on us “ church dignitaries,”? with lordly
titles implying at least, a right o excrcise ternto~
rial jurisdiction in matters of conscience and reli-
gon. Andevery christian clcctor should scrupously
exact of the candidate for his suffrages, a pledge
that he himself will cither introduce a measure of
this character into the legislature, or otherwiseac-
cord it his sanction and support, if introduccd by
another.

If it falls in with the humour of any class of re-
ligionists, that an old gentleman, of a certain official
standing in their church, should parade our strects,
attired,with a black silk biband 2 “*shovel>® hat,ly
all means let them indulgetheir whims, and accord
tohimnames and titles as grotesque s his costume
but then, let not the community in general become
identified with, or imnplicated in, this sort of foolery ;

, but yet such mnst be the case, so longas the British
Government continue to issue patents, conferring
these strange titles, and creating this singular onder
of ecclesiastical functionaries. It ishish time that
that government was nolified of our sentiments
with respect to a State-Church, in a mranner, and
in a tone, which vill admit of no misconception,
To fire blank cartiidges alter Mr. Price’s fashion,
will not meet the nccessities of the case ;—neither

the Governument nor the “right reverend’* bench are
to bescared by such puerilitics, We have clearly our
rights in this matter, and let us assert them like
men who know and feel that they have power to
cnforee them,

If Christians will only discharge their obligations
as citizens, and act on the recommendation which
you, Mr. Editor, gave themn in the last number of
the Observer, with respect to pledging their parlic-
mentary candidales, in a few days our deliverance
fiom the yoke of an encroaching church will be
complete ; and we shall have given an impetus to
the antisstate~church movement, which will extend
- olf 1o the heart, and thence to the remotest ex-
tremities of the British Empie.

Iam, Mr Editor,
Very truly yours,
J. T,

CONSTITUTION
o THE
REGULAR DAPTIST MISSION.
o1 CANADA,

Articre’l. This Society shall be called Turg

Recerar Barrist Missionany Socikry or
CaNaDa.

Y SOCIETY

II. Its dcsi;,"n shall be to promote the preaching
of the gospel, and to disseminate the Word of God
in the Province of Canads.  Inorder to accomplish
this work ecfficiently, the Socicty may, guided by
the exigency of the case, aid young men in pre~
paring for the gospel mimstry ; and appropriate a
portion of the funds in the payment of the salaries
of suitable persons as colporteurs,

1L "The Socicty shall be composed of annual
members, who shall be in good standing in our
churches, and who shall contribute one dollar
annually to the funds of the Society.

1V. The Officers of this Society shall be a Pre~
sident, three Vice-Presidents, a Recording Seere-
tary, a Corresponding Secretary, a Treasurer, end
filteen Dircetors, who shall be chosen annually by
the Society, vive vace, and who shall form an
Executive Board (any five a quorum, and the
Corresponding Scerctary to be convener), when a
Moderator for the session, and office-bearers for
the year shall be chosen 3 pastors of Regular Bap~
tist Churches, who make annual collections in be-
half of the Society, shall be members of the Excc-
utive Board ex-officio.

V. The Socicty shall meet annually, for the trans-
action of bLusiness, on the second Wednesday in
Octohier, and at such place as the body may see fit
to designate; an introductory sermon shall be
preached by a brother previously appointed, whose
duty it shall be to call the Socicty to onder.

Vi. The Exceutive Board shall meet quarterly;
it shall determiine for itself the time and place of
'holding cach of its sessions; it shall have power
to employ a General Agent, provided the Society
{ail to appoint one—1o send out missionarics and
colporteurs—to determine the amount of their
salaries, and to give orders on the Treasurer for
! the same; it may enact its own by-laws, and fill
!any vacancy that may occur among its officers.

VIL The Reeording Secretary shall muke and
preserve a futhful record of associntional proceed-
ings of the Society and the Board; which record
shall be approved at the close of cach session of
these bodies. ‘The Correspounding Secretary shall
receive all applications for aid—all reports and
commmunications fiom missionaries, which heshatl
duly lay before the Board @ and he shall conduct
all the Society’s correspondence.

VUL, The “Yreasuzer shall keep an accurate
account of all funds committed to his care, by, or
in behalf of the Society ; and shall: dishurse such
tunds only upon the order of' the Board ; he shall
repot to the Board quarterly, and to the Society
annually ¢ his annual repoit shall, betore preseus
tation, be audited, and its correctness certifed by
a committee appointed by the Board for that pn-
posc.

IX. This Constitution may be altered or
amended at any regular mecting of the Society, by
a vote ot two-thirds of the rembers present ; pro.
vided three months® notice has been given of the
proposed alteration.

Piseelloneons.

 THE TRUE CROSS.”
(From the Appeal.)

Fifteen hundred years ago the mother of the
first christian emperor discovered amidst the ruing
about Jerusalem, the veritable Cross on which
Jesus was crucitied!  She knew it from the other
two which were found near it, by its instantly
restoiing to health an invalid who teuched it?
She honoured and treasured it carefully, and by
the time of the Reformation it is suid to have fur-
nished fragments enough of the # tue cross” to
build, if put together, 2 man of war?  Over such
m’serable superstition and imposture shall we smile,
reader, or grieve T We cannot ensily avoid either.

In this present year, one thousand cight hundred
and fifty years nearly aller “the C.ucilixion,?®
we sce ¢ the Cross”—exalted on the summit of
lofty crectiors—frequently 1 stone as it fossilized,
frequently gilded, amelaucholy intimation always
tous of what the Cross has become— a gilded
cross.”  Yes, the ¢ offence of the Cross” is van-
ished if it wear a golden aspect, if it proffer gold to
its winisters and ils worshippers 3 and of smaller
dimensions we sceitalso worn as an ornament;
but it is often made of ¢ gold, silver. or precious
stones,” the adorning which one ¢ who witnessed
the sufferings of Jesus did not think meet ornaments
for « Christian women.”? (1 Pet. iii. 3,45 v.1; 1
Tim. ii. 9, 10.) Verily, ncither gilded nor golien
crosses are ¢ the frue Cross,

No, ¢ the frue Cross” was, indeed, a rough and
homely object,—untrimmed wood,—the carpentry
of the hour,—f{it only for fuel when its work was
done, and no doubt used for that or some other
humble purpose.  Somean was the altar, so utterly
unlit to be preserved as a memorial, on which was
shed ‘¢ the precious blood of Christ*—on  which
that victim was offercd, and that death took place,
which never can be forgotten in the history of the
world, or throughout etermity itself?

Lct us look at theTrve Cross,  Allthe previous
scenes—the scourging, crowning with thors, the
mock trial—=are over; and a condcruned criminal
stands in the hands of four soldicrs beside the har-
barous engine. Weary, pale with a whole night’s
maltrcatment, vet screne, benevolent in aspect,
Hoyw different his appearance from that of the two

highwaymen in the like condemmnation! «Ilis

\ 2]
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countenance more marred than any man’s ;7 yet
it was jnnotence, holiness, and dignity.  The rob-
ber saw it and bore witness, the centucion saw it
and bore witness, " this was surcly a righteous
man y”? yes, he ¢¢ had done nothing amiss,” The
sun, the rocks, soon added thewr testimony, and
confirmed this reversal by his executioners und fel-
low-sufferere. of his unjust judge’s vendict ; andon
the thid day, the vangtushed tomb—-the first ime
it wasever vunquished-~contirmed also the reversal
of his unjust jndgment.

Still beside the tr ue cross, stand the innocent vics
tim. DButall is ready, Four soldiers seize each
a member, and natl 1t to the cross s it eson the
ground, in a »ninute more it 1s erected, placed
the ground, and made tast in the earth; the male-
factors on cach side are treated in like mauner;
and thus, and in the mudst, hangs the holy sutferer
on the 1'rue Cross.

Titus much was true to even the cves of
the muny; but more was surcllv true.  This
waz pot-ouly a rightcous man, he was surely
a good man too.  No one ever denied thathe went
ahout doing good, Hundreds of relieved sufferers
were witnesses of that.  If he sometimes * sent
the rick empty away,” no one densed ¢ that he
had holpen the poor.” He was no common man.
His wisdom, althoughhe had not studied at their
schools, continnally put the Sadducees and Pharisces
(the Sceptics und {’uscyitcs of that ds i') tosilence.
And he was undeniably an open worker of innu-
merable miracles—~innumerable works ne did
which no other man did. A man he was who
never flattered the * common people,” yet was
beloved by them,—a man whose teachings the
Hierarchy of that day, and of all days, abhorred,
yet could never refute,~—all this, at the lcast, was
plainly ¢rue of Him who now hung on the “{rue
Cross.”> He was not mere man !

And it was frue, also, that he was in Ais own
.judgment, and according to his own teaching, the
ong promisedox e, the hope and desire ofall nations,

the Son of David, and yet mysteriously his Lord, | he,

THE SoN or THE Most Hic#. Was he wrong
mn this judgment 3 Let his resurrection from the
dead reply. (Rom, i. 4.)

But lool once more at ¢ the true Cross”” The
sufferer is not yet dead ; he might live for days in
his torture— his fellow-sufferers woutd have done
50, but they were killed prematurely, Hark! a
loud and touchung call! It says that “his God
has forsaken him ! The forsaking of all others
he had borne; but his God’s forsaking him, this
has overpowered him. Yes, comp)ctel[v over-
powered his humanity; the griel literally burst
the muscles of his heart, and be almost immediately
expired! How can we account for this—such in-
nocence and dignity, such composure, such sudden
x;nd Jatal sorrow 7 He himself has told us how;

or—

There was ?'ct one thing more on ¢ the frue
Cross,” invisible indeed to the badily eye, yet visi-
ble to the faitk of all who believed his own express
words. He had said that he gave “ his life a ran-
som for many,” that he “laid down his life for
his sheep,”” that ¢ no man took it from him,” but
that % he laid it down himself;” in a_word, that
lie died to atone for the sinsof men. Look, then,
atthe* true Cross™ again,—look at him who hangs
therean,—look at his INTENTION in hangin

tiere.  What Pilate intended, what pricsts intendcg,
that 1s nothing to us; but what iE intended, 2hat
15 everything to us.  That1t 1s which really trans-
forms the unsightly tree,~which changes 1t from
the barbarous punishment of death, into themagic
name wnich alone can snothe the guilty conscience,

Yes, amidst all his conflicting thoughts and fecl-
ings—amidst pains so distressful, so painful, onc
steadfast will, one scttled purposc abode through all,
—the will, the purpose, to endure all agony of
body and of mind, that we might be pardoned, ” He
teilled to suffer what justice ousht to award to the
bearer of human guilt, He did suffer it. Justice
awarded that he should suffer unconsoled by his
Ilaavenly Father. Hesufferedthat, Morchecould

not suffer. The gricfof losing all kappy sense of his
Fathe’s presence was the sutal soffeving, 1t
broke the fountain ol lite! It burst his heart t

The true Cross! Verily, this world abounds ‘n
fictions, und even * the Cross” has been changed
into a lie, and perverted to imposture and gain;
but there is a *“ true Cross” atier all, ‘Che Sutterer
on it yet lives to suve us by it ‘The witnesses of’
his sulferings have left us their testunony on record,
and they, too, yet live to stug for ever before him,
“ Worthy the Lamb that was skun,”

Cross of Christ! Thon wilt be my salvation or
my rum, my joy or my terror, throvghont etermty.
He wha died upon thee meant to save me,—meant
o bear iy sins,—meant to give me pardon and
peace through his soriows,—mcant me to share the
glory he purchased by nis sufierings. But he
sreant me also to lovelum for all this,—"ie mcant
me to obey him in love, His was, ird2ed, a true
Cross, Oh, may I be a true disciple vl the Cross.
All in heaven are 59, and all must be who yet
shiall go there !

THE CLOVEN F0O0T.

Moxe than 20 ycars ago, the Rev. Mr, M, com-
menced his labors as 1 Baptist minister in one of
the parishes of Ircland. Being a cléur-headed,
warm-hearted and foresble preacher, great crowds
were attracted to his meetings. On a certain even-
ing the congregation was iminense. The preacher
waraled as he advanced on his subject, and his
hearers hung upon’ his words with such interest,
that it was plain he was stealing into their bearts,!
and drawing them to the cross, All were con-,
vinced by hiz reasoning, melted by his emotion,;
persuaded by his earnestness, and as he closed his
deeply affecting and solemn sermon, responded a
hearty amen,

As the preacher raised his hands to pronounce the
nediction, a tall, well formed, noble appearing
man, dressed 1 the ordinary habit of the Episco~'
palian clergy, stood up and asked the privilege of
speaking. e was the rector of the panish, The
fame of the preacher had attracted him to the:
meeting, and several of his own members were.
there. ¢ If you have any thing to say, speak on,”
replied Mr. M, .

¢ I am sorry,” said the rector, turning to the
congregation, * I am sosry to see so many of my |
people here, to-night. What we have heard isthe'
solemin truth, It is the marrow and fatness of the
gospel. I assent to every word of it, But I am
sorty, my people, to see you here. It is in this
way that this man is stealing into your hearts,
But Ly and by he will show the CLovEN Foor.”
By this time Mr. M. was standing at the side of
the rector, and putting his hand upon his shoulder,
said, ¢ Will you nlease totell us what the cloven
foot is 1" 1 do not wish to be interrupted,” re-
plied the rector.  # But you must tell us, or I shall
not allow you to proceed. I cannot permit my
characterand principles to be traduced thus. You
raust tell the people here what youmean,”  # Well,
then, it' I must tell you,” said the clergyman, ¢ It
18 BarTISM.  “ Only hear that,” answered Mr.
M., addressing the congregation, who by this time
were all on the tip-toe of excitement, “your min-
ister calls dantism the cloven fool. And he says
that I will by and by preach about it. And so I
will, If that is the cloven fool, you shall see it.””
Taking in his hand the Prayer Book of the church
of England, he turned towhere the formula of bap-
tism is given, in which the mnister is required to
dip or immerse the candidate in water. .And
reading from the Rubric to the people, he said,
#Your minister, herc, has solemnly swom to
preach and do according to this book, and yet he
calls immersion the cloven foxt.  Is he nota per-
jured man ? 1 cal® upon himtojustify himsel(~to
defend himself from inconsistency, [ ask him to
tell you why he breaks his consecration vows, and

ping the candidate for baptism, as his Prayer Book
requires,”’

The poor rector had #waked up the wrong
man,” and finding himself so hardly prescel, was
backing out of the house,  * Stop, stop,”® swid Ms,
M., #stop I say ond defend yourself, stand te your
colors on’t 1un off in this manner.  Your own
people will be ashamed of you. It willbeall over
the country that the Rev. ‘Mr. D., vector of this
patish, has scen the cloven foot, and was nearly
fiightened out of his wits. Stop and defend your-
self.” The rector reached the door, and was
starting off on a run, agJ{ the old fellow was alter
lim, to the infinite amuScment of the people, and
Mr. M. put the finishing stroke to the scene, by
calling uypoa the trightened rector, and urging him,
1f he could not staud this glimpse at the cloven foot,
to send his Bishop,

The above facts were related to me by the son
of the triumphant Baptist mimster. He was an
eye witness of the scene. HMis father still

reaches in Ireland. The poor rector isstill living.
g‘he son is in our own country preaching the Gos~
pel, and sometimes himself shows the cloven foot,
He is the worthy son ofa noble sire,—N. X.

Chronizle.

“T'VE NO THOUGHT OF DYING 50.”

From the Appeal.

A—— B——— wasa son of wealthy and influ-
ential parents, in ouc of the norther counties of
the State of New York ; and the substance of what
I am about to relate is well known in the neigh-
bourhood where he lived and died.

He commenced business for himself easly in life,
and exhibited shrewdness and energy of wmtnd.
But the safeguards of virtue and piety did not
shield him in the perilous season of youth ; and he
soon became (in the language of the world) abold,
generous-hearted fellow—-growing in popularity
and wealth. He was ahove the {ear of religious
adinonition and authority of the Bible; and was
considered quite able to confute any Christian be-
liever. He was indeed a young man of promise ;
but his life was a dreadiul illustration of the words
of Holy Writ: # the beart of the sons of men is
full of evil, and madness is in their heart while
:lhey live;” and his end was a scene of thickening

OTTOTS.

Aboutayear before his death, and not above cight
years ago, A—— was riding with an inti-
mate friend, when the conversation which follows
was held, “Chis friend, as he now says, was at the
time considerably impressed by religious truth;
but, that he might be configmed in hisimpenitence
by the scepticisni of his more intelligent and reck-
less comrade, or for some other reason, he felt de~
sirous to know B——'s sentiments fully on reli-
gion. Accordingly, after a little hesitation, he
commenced by saying—

L, you and 1 have been much together,and
have confidence, I believe, in eachother as friends,
We huve conversed freely upon almost every sub-
ject; but there is one that we have never seriously
1alked about. It is a subject that has troubled me
for some time; and I should like to konow what
are really your candid opinions. If you don’t
wish to have the matter told, I will keep the mat-
ter to myself.”

“ Oh, certainly,” was the reply, “ I’ve no objec~
tion against making known any of my opinions.””

*#Well, then,” said Henry (for so I will name
his friend), ¢ whatdo you think about the Bible 2
Isittrue? Andis there any such thing as reli-
gion ? or is it a delusion 1

“Why, as to that,”* said B——, # I’ve no more
doubt that there is 2 God, and religion is a reality,
and that it is necessary to be what the Christians
call pious in order to be happy hereafter, than that

disregards the Rubic, and sprinkles instesd of dip-

e are riding together,”
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. Henry was greatly surprised ; ;ilookfng at
him intently, to see whether there was not de-
signed trifing, B— procecded:

‘¢ It is plain enough that the Bible is true. Itis
a book that no mere man could ever have written;
and a hook, in my opimon, that no oue, however
wicked he may be, can read, and believe in lis
heart to be an imposition. I have tried often to
belicve so.  And no one can look at the Chnstian
religion, and sec what it is designed to effect,
without feeiing that it must be from God. Infact,
no man can be a Deist who isu’t a —— fool. For
reasonand conscience confirm the Chnistian doc-
trines, and satisfy me that there is a place of hap-
piness and of musery hereafter.”

Henry was amazed at thede confessions from
one who had been nurtured in infidelity, and was
regarded by the pious as a heaven-daring young
man. At length he replied, ¢ If this is your be-
liel, B——, you're iu an awful situation. What
think you of your present course

% Why, it’s & pretty bad one, to be sure: but
Dve no thought of dyingso. [ mean to become a
Christian,  But the fact is, a man must have gro-
perty : unless he has, he is scarcely respected,
cven by Christians themselves. And 1 mean to
make money and enjoy lifc; and when I've got
things around me to my mind, then 1 will become
hiberal and fecd the poor, and do good—that’s the
the way church members do.*

¢ But how long do you think it will be safe for

rou to indulge your present habits? Being out
ate and drinking have already injured your
health.”

«I've thousht of that,” answered B——. ¢ But
'm younz and heany; though I intend to quit
cards and dninking pretty soon.”

«1 gpeak as a friend, B——; but [ did not sup-

e, from what I have heard you say, that you
ieved in a Saviour, or in heaven or hell.”?

“T do, as much as you or any man.”
“ Do you remember playing cards at——1"

And here Henry referred to most horrid profamty
uttered during a night of carousal,

4 Oh, whenI'swore so, I wasa little intoxicated ;
but I felt sorry for it afterwards. I know it’s
wrong, and I always feel sorry. But when I'm
among those fcllows, I can’t very well help it.”?

¢ But how often,” continued his still doubting
friend, 4 have I heard you say, that religion was
nothing but {)snestcran, and that Christians were
a pack of fools !’

“X know 1've said so when they’ve crossed my
path, and made me angry. And I think now, that
a good many of those who pretend to be Christians
are uothing but hypocrites. But that there is real
religion, and that there are some who possess it,
and have what you and I know nothing about, 1’s
no use to deny.”

‘The conversation continued much in this strain
fot some time; and rade a deep and most happy
imgpression on the mind of Henry.

As for his companion, ‘‘madness was in his
heart,”’ as long as he lived, and he soon went to
<t the dead,” He continued to drink, until he was
known to be a drunkard, He mingled with gam-
blers, till his moral sensibilities scerned wholly
blunted. At length, after a night of dissipation, he
started for home—was thrown from his wageon
and badly bruised; discase set in with dreadful
severity upon his constitution, greatly enfeebled by
irregularities ; end in a little space deliriam tre-
mens harried him to his grave !

Eycry readermay well beastonished at theincon-
sistencics, as well as shocked at the impiety of this
poor wretch ; yet who can avoid seeing that this
character is essentially thatof thousands whomean
finally to enter the kingdom of heaven T Ate there

« not many who read this, respectable before the
wotld—iree, as they think, from, gross vices, and
from daeger—that have already entered the path
which sank this man to eternal night? Let the

gay and the fashionable, und especislly let every

oung man retnember, that the steps which take
Kold on bell, are by no memis seldom those which
first led ‘to the convavial card party. Here the
lovers of pleasure find an atmosphere pectbarly
mtoxicating, which renders ser.ous society and
nstructive employment altogether distastetul § and
are dm\\'n,slc;fol? step, into the associuted vices
which destroy body and souls

Let him who peruses this narmtive also remem-
ber, that, however confident and bold he may be
in scepticism, his confidence will desert lum at the
hour of need, Nay, his hopes from_any system o!
infidehty will vanish now, 1t he will only sit down
and reflcct—it’ he will but seriously lhisten, for a
few hours, to the sober decisions of reason and
conscience.

And, finally, let no onc imagine that religion is
something, always, as it weie, waitipg on limj a
, prize whieh, at any future time, he has hittle more
to do than 10 reach out his hand and take. Isit
not so? Aud yet muny tinst in this delusion,and
guict themselves with this hope, at the very hour
they we passing the bounds of mercy. Reader!
are you saying, # I’ve no thought of qg'ing asJam
—I tneanto becomea Christian 7*  Beware !

i

“IF ALL BE WELL!"

By the Labourer’s Daughter, Authoress of * The
. Pearl of Days.”

It was a pleasant summer’s evening; the white
fleecy clouds were glowing in the lingeriug beam,
as the sun smiled a glad good night to the blooming
cacth, and kissed the mountain brow w token of a
speedy teturn,  The blackbird and the mavis sang
their evening hymn, and the buzz of the insect,
and the humof the bee, became fainter and fainter.
The curtamns of might were beginnmg to close
around us; all was soft, and calin, and beautiful,
Nature secmed inviting us to repose upon her
bosom, while she sang a lullaby to hush every
restless feelingasleep. It was, indeed, a delightful
evening, and 1ts soothing infuences stole over my
spirit, as, at a railway station 1n the country, we
waited the arrival of the evening train, to carry us
to a town at alittledistance. My companion was
a fair-haired, blue-eyed child, of about three years
old, a sunny-faced, sunny-hearted girl  The train
was, by some accident, detamed a considerable
time beyond its hour, and we had paced backward
and forwaid near the station for some tine, now
straintng our eyes to catch a glimpse of the smoke
fiom the engine in the distance, and then again
stooping to gather a handful of pebbles, that'the
little one might amuse herscll by sportively
throwing them from her; until atlength she began
to get rather restless and impatient, and urgenily
catreated me not to wait upon the iron horse, for
she would walk to her mamma herself; shortly,
however, the neighing of the iron borse was heard,
and the means of transit soon stood beside us.
 And now,* I said, as1 lifted her into the carriage,
«my Margaret will soon be with her mamma, if
all be well 3’ and wheaIuttered the wordsit seemed
as if echo toak them up and repested, « If all be
well!?  And durlng thatshort ride the words, « if
all be well,” still kept sounding 11 my cars, and
dwelling upon my mind, with the question, Cap it
be otherwise than well wath us? while the con~
viction, that a moment might remove us from the
prescnt scene und place us in the immediate pre-
sence of the Judge of all, was vividly present to
my mind,—the thought, that the shghtest possible
accident, or the most trifling carelessness «on the
part of those who had the chargc of the locomotive,
might cause the immediate destruction of those
who had entrusted their lives to their care, and
Eungc 2 number of relatives into distress,—~hus-

ands being bereaved of their wives, and wives of|
their husbands,—patents of children, and children
of their parents.  And as the anguish of the mother
of my young companion, should her lovely little
ons be tom from her, was pictured to my imagi-

nation, the enquiry again ed through my mind,
Insucha cas::l \‘-o{ﬁu.mcm and at u¥e same
time another question occurred, Can uny thing
take place without the perrmission of Him vhose
wisdom, power, and goodness are infinite ? and of
by His pernussion, can it be other than well? can
the God of love, the wisest and Yest ot beings, do
other than what is best 1 No, he cannot § sinners
may oppose his will to their own destinction; but
whatever He permits, in lns providence, to occur,
is and must be best for those who Eut thesr trust
in Him, who are reconciled to Him through Jesus§
all things shall work together for their good, is the
declaration of the Spint 4 truths  And if he 1s my
God and Father in Jesus, then I am safe; I am
under the protection of infinite wisdom, power and
love; and eternal tiuth is pledged that I shall be
safe,

And reason itself tells us that it mnst be so; for
if there 1s a God, the intclligent Creator and Gove
ernor of heaven and eaith, then that God must be
supreme. And whatever is pleasing to Him, nust
triumph over whatever opposes it; whatever is
accordant with His nature, must be etemnal as s
being, Knowledge, righteousness, and holiness,
emanating from Him, musttriumph over ignorance,
in{uslicc, anlimpurity. Those who love light and
follow after truth, who are separated from sin and
united to holiness, who have chosen God a»s their

rtion, his work a3 their work, his will as their

aw, and who find their happiness in his love, in
his triumph they too must tnnumph. Lvil cannot
reach them; as regards them it can have no being.
While those who love darkness and turn awa
from the light of truth, who choose sin as their
portion, follnwing the dictates of their own corrupt
ralure, content to live like those around them,doiung
the works of the devil, must inevitably be over-
whelmed in that destruction which shall sweep ig-
norance, sin, and misery into the abyss of etemal
night. Evil they have chosen, and evil, unmiti-
ted evil, must be their portion. They have
oved darkness rather than liom, and they, together
with all that oppose the will of God, must be shut
out into outer darkness, while the children of God
shout aloud for joy over a ransomed, renovated
world. They have turned their back upun God,
refused his friendship and protection, and, in doing
so, they have deserted the only source of felicity,
and have chosen misery, utter, irremediable misery,
ag their portion, God himzelf, infinite in mercy,
full of compassion as he is, cannot save them.
There is but one, only one means, by which God
can save any sinner, by which any singer can be
saved, that 1s by being separated from sin through
Jesus, turned from darkness to light, changed from
bcinF the enemy to be the friend of God. Oh,
would then but think of this, would they but con-
suler, that if they will pursue the paths of sin,—if
they will give wickedness a place in their hearts,
aud cling to folly and transgression, they must sink
with then into the pit of eterna? destruct:on
Jesus may weep over them, but he cannot save
them, unless they come to him and Yeam of him,
with their own frec consent give themselves to
lum, and abide in him. Angels and archangels
may veil their faces, and the heavens put on sack-
cloth, but as they saze upon thewr destruction, no
arm created or uncreated, can rescue them but by
this one means, Would sinners but refiect that
God could find no means of salvation for perishing
man but by giving up the Son of his love to death
that sin might be taken away, and man’s aeart, by
a view of the love thus exhibited, changed from
the love of sin to the love of God,—that for this,
Jesus freely shed hus blood that man might ke re-
deemed fromsinand its penalty, could they continue
asthey do perveisely choosing the_ways of sin,
heedless that they are rushing on to incvitable de-
struction?

Such were the thoughts awakened in my mind
by these simple words, « If all be well?”’ And
way I not turii to my fellow-travellers to an etermal
world, and entreat them to consider whether they
are the friends of God, renewed after the image of
Him that created them?  If 90, 2ll must be well
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with them whatever castalty may occur.  And,
my dear reader, if you are in the path of safety,
ure you intelligently labowing in your own sphere,
and, to the extent of yonr ababty, in the work of
the Lord, for the salvation of your fcllow.sinners,
and daily striving to be moie like Jesus in your
awn heart and lite, daily crucifying the tlesh.  But,
ul, if you are hving at your ease, fulfilling the de-
sires of the flesh, enjoying the present hour to your
own gratificationy then be assured that you ae on
the broad road that leads todestruction!” Oh, turn
and flee from the wrath to come; fiee to Jesus;
turn, through thim, to God; He is able to save to
the uttermost all that come to God by Him; He
entreats yott to comes  Remember, it” yon perish,
your destruction will occur by your own free
choice, in spite of all his eflorts to save you, He
secks the destruction of sin, but not of the sinner.
He addresses you in tones of yearning compassion.
¢ As 1live, saith the Lowd, 1 have no pleasure mn
the death of the wiched; but that the wicked turn
from his evil ways aud live. Turn ye, turn ye;
why will ye die.”

SPIRITUAL RECOGNITIONS,
(From the Dresbylerian, Qclober 11, 1851.)

A litlegirl ina family of my acquaintance, alove-
ly, precious chiid, losther motheratanage too car-
1y to fix the loved featurcss in her remembrance.
She was as frail as beautiful, and as e bud of her
heurt unfolded, it seemed as if won by that
mother’s prayeis. to turn instinctively heavenward.
‘The sweet conscientious and prayer-loving child,
was the cherished one of the bereaved family.
But she faded early away. She would lic upon
the lap of the friend, who took a mother’s kind
care of her ; and, winding one wasted arm about
her neck, would say “ now tell me about my
mamma.”®  And when the oft-told tale had been re~
peated, she we s ask softly, “take me into the
parlonr; 1 want to sce 1y mamma.” The 1e-
quest was never refused, and the affectionate chitd
would lie for hours, contentedly gazing on her
mother’s portrait.  But,

“ Pale and worn she grew, and weakly—

. Bearing all her pain so meckly,

*That to them she still grew dearer,
As the trial hour drew nearer.”

“That hour came at last, and the weeping neigh-
bours assembled to see the little child die.  “Lhe
dew of death was already on the flower, as its hfe
sun was going down : thelittle chest heaved funtly
—spasmodically.

“ Do you know me darling 2?2 soblied, close to
her ear, the voice that was the dearest; but it
awoke no answer. - .

All at once a brightness, as if fiom the upper
world, hurst over the child’s calnutless countenauce,
‘U'he cyelids flashed open, the lips parted, the wan
cuddling hands flew up, in the littie one’s last in-
p{:lsch cffort as she looked picrengly into the far
ahove.

4 Mother™ she cried with surprisc and transport
in her tone—and passed in that breath into her
mother’s bosom.

Said, a distinguished divine, who stood by that
bed of joyous death, “If T never believed in the
ministration of departed ones before, I could not
doubt it now.

Lirrie Trurn TeLLER.

A New Missioxarv Freun.—At a late Mis.
sionry mecting in behalf of the American Board,
at Concord, N. H,, Rav. Dr. Pomeroy, one of the
Sccrctaries, gave an interesting acconat of a new
missionary field adopted by the Board— the Micro-
nesian Islands. The Board has an understanding
with the London Missionary Socicty that only those

the Gospel has ever been preached in Micronesia,
They are said to be a mil(l, amiabley and unwar-
ke people. They give a hugher rank to their
women than any other heathen natton,  They
understand the compass and hnve divided it into
23 paits, we into 32, while the other islanders have
only 4 points. Theic religion is peculiar.  “Lhey
have no idols, no temples, 1o sacred days, and no
pricsthoad.  They pray to and worship the spirits
of their ancestors, “I'ney have heard from sailors
the great change in the Sandwich 1slands and the
advantage of it, and they have sent for missionaries
to cowe to then and improve their condition,
‘Three missionaries and their wives are under ap-
pointment and will sail during this month for these
far distant sslands;

THE LOST SON FOUND.

T was standing by the side of my mother, under
the spacious porch of Dr. Beattie’s church, Union
Strcet, Glasgow, awaiting the hour for aflternoon
service, A holy calm hung over the city; no
discordant noisc broke the solemn stillness of the
day of rest and worship; scateely a whisper was
heand in the assembly of waiting worshippers who
ctowded the broad pavement on wluch [ stood.
All seemed profoundty impressed with the solemn
and sacred hour of the day, the place, and the oc-
casion which had called them together. It was,,
in short, aSabbath in the land of Kuox and Chal-
merg,

I had been in this position probably ten or fifteen
minutes, when I observed two younyg men turn a
coruer and walk towards the church. ~ “I'hey were
dressed in their working clothes, unshaven and
dirty, and slightly intoxicated. As they passal
the church door the assumed a swaggering, irreve-
rent gait, lauched, and finally commenced singing
a profanc song.  Nomeof the bystanders expressed
their horrerat the occurrence, others wondered what
had become of the police; but my mother turned
to me, and said, « Follow these two men, and in-
vite them to a seat in our pew.”

I soon overtook them, and delivered my mother’s
message.  One laughed scornfully and began to
swear; the other paused and pondered§ he was
evide.:tly struck with the nature of the invitation,
and probably also with the carnestuess and sim-
pleity with which it was delivered. His com-
panion again_swore, and was about to drag him
away, But he still paused. I repeated the invis
tation, and in a few scconds he look in my face
and said, “ When I was a hoy hike you, I went to
chuich every Sunday. I have not been nside of a
church for three years.  Idont fecl righte X be-
lieve I will go with you.”

I seized his haud, and led him back to the house
of God, in spute of the remonstrances and oaths of
his companion. ‘The doors were now open, and
the church was filling mpidiy ; we entered, and 1
conducted him to the pew where my mother was
already scated. A most excellent sermon was
preached from Eccles. xi. 1, ¢ Cast thy bread
upon the waters; for thou shalt find it after many
days.” .ot

The young man was attentive, but scemed
abashed and downeast. At the conclusion of the
service he hastened out of thé church, but he was
closely followed and soon overtook by my mother,
who kindly said to him, # Have yon a bible, young
man

#No, ma’am; hut I can get oge,’ was his reply.

“You can read, of course 1 said she.

“Yes, ma’am.”

#Well, take my son’s_bible until you can pro-
cure onc of your own. Read it attentively during

the week, and come to meeting agam next Lord’s heart.

day. 1 shall always be happy to accomodate you
with a seat,”?

He put the bible in his pocketand hurried away.

islands of Occanica that hie north of the Equator
are 1o be viited by its missionatiess Dz Po sad

At family worship that evening my mother prayed

THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVE',RL@

Next Sunday came, and the next, but the
stranger did not appear. My mother Jrequently
spoke of hiw, and appeared gricved at tus abgence.
He had doublless been the subject of her closet
devotions,  On the thind Sabbath morning, winle
the congregation were singing the finst psshn, the
young wman again entered our pew. e was now
dressed genteely, and appeared thin and pale, as if
from recent sickuess. My mother looked at him
with great earnestness, and a gleam of satisfaction
aud thankfulness overspread ker pale intellectual
features,  Imnnediately after the benemction, the
stranger laid my bible on the desk, and lett the
house, without giving my mother the opportunity
she much desired, of conversing with hims  On
one of the blank lcaves of the bible, we found
some writing in pencil signed W, C.» The
writer stated that he had been confined to bis room
by sickness for the previous two weeks. He de-
clared his inability to express the gratitude he feht
towards my mother, for the interest she had inani-
tested 1n bis spiritual welfare; he asked to be re-
membered in her prayers; and concluded by stating
that he was an l“.ngeis\\man. and would retwmn to
his native land in about ten days,

Years rolled on; my mother passed to her
heavenly rest; I grew up to manhood, and the
stranger was forgolten.

In the autumn of 18— the ship St. George, of
whteh 1 was the medical officer, anchored i “L'as
ble Bay. Between us and Penguin Island [ obser-
ved a man-of-war which 1 had seen before and
knew well ; it was Her Majesty?’s brig Chanticlcer
of ten guns, Conunander Forbes, on a surveying
expedition, The Surgeon of the brig, Dr. £‘——,
had been my preceptor, ond 1 resolved to pay him
a visit.  He received me with his usual warmth
and kindness.  After dinmng with the gun-roomn
officers, he proposed that on the followmy day,
which was the Sabbath, we shounld attend mectinz
at Cape Town, <« It will renund us,” he said, ¢ of
old tiines, when we used to go arm in amn to
church innion-strect.”

Next day, in company withmy friend, Tattended
moring service at the WesleVan chapel. At the
concluston of worship, a gentleman, seated behind
me, asked to look at my bible, Ina few minutes
he returned it, and I walked into the strect. We
had engaged to dincat “ the George,” and I was
mounting the steps in front of that hotel, when the

entleman who had examined my Dible laid his

and on my shoulder, and begged to have a fow
mrnutes conversation,  We were shewn into a pri-
vate apartinent.. As soon as we twere seated, he
examined my countenance with great altention,
and then began to sob; tears yolled down his
cheeks ; he was evidently Jabouring under intense
emotion.  He appeared to be about thirty-five
years of age, was tall and slender, and neatly dress-
ed, bnt apparently in bad health.  He asked me
sevcial questions—amongst others, my nante, age,
occupation, birthplace. * He then enquired if I had
not, when aboy, many yearsago, invited a drunken
Sabbath-bicaker to a'seat in Dr. Beattie’s church,
1 was astonished—the subject of my mother’sanx-
ictics andprayers was before me,” Mutual expla-
nations and congratulations followed, ater which
Mr. C. gave me a short history of his life, from
the time heleft Scotland to the day on which we
met so uncxpectedly in a foreign land.

He was born in the town of Lceds, in the West~
riding of Yarkshire, of highly respectable parents,
who gave him a good education, and trained him
up in the way of righteousness.  When abont fif-
tcen yeass of age his father died, and his mother’s
straightened circumstances obliged herto take him
from school, znd put him to leam a trade.  In his
new situation he imbibed all manner of evil, be-
came i ~rrigibly vicious, and broke his mother’s
Freed now from all parental restrunt, he.
left his employers, and travelled to Scotland.  In
the city of Glasgow he had lived and sinned for two
years, when he was arrested in his carcer lhronﬁh
my mother’s insttumentality. On the first Sab-

fervently for the conversion of that young ma.

bath of our strange interview in Usion-street, he
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conlssed that, after he left church, he was seized
with pangs of unutterable remoise.  “Lhe sight of'
a mother and her son worshipping God together,
secadled the happy days of his owa beyhood, when
he went 1o church and Sunday sehoo{, and when
he also had a mother—a mothier whose Intter days
he had embittered, and whose grey hairs he had
brotzht with sorrow to the giave.  llis mental
swiferings threw him on a bed of sickness, from
Winelhe arose a changed man.  He retnrned to
England, cast himsely at the feet of his maternal
uncle, and asked and obtained forgiveness, His
conviction of sin,—his battling with temptation,—
his repentnce,—his victory over the world,—the
wiowth of tus faith in the great atonement,—and,
finally, Ins peace in believing, formed a deeply in-
teresting and instiuctive nanative. ' With his un-
clL:’s consent he studied for the ministry ; and, on
being ordained, he entered the misstonay field,
and had been labouring tor several years m Soath-
e Afuca,

“ The moment I save your hible this momi;g,”
he said, # I regomnized it, and the examination of
the writing, which is still legible on the blank
leaf, assured me that I was not mistaken, And
now do you know who was my companion on the
memorable Fabbath yon invited me to chuirch ?
He was the notorious Jack Hill, who was hanged
about a year aflorwanls for hichway robbery.
You can see and appreciate the ternble fate from
which L was rescued by the unfathomable love
and boundless grace of Godl, throngh your ownand
your mother’s insttumentality, [ was dragged
from the very brink of infamy and destruction, and
saved as a bragd from the buming,  You remem-
bes Dr. Beattie’s text on the day of my salvation :
¢ Cpst thy bread upon the waters 3 for thou shalt
find it alter wany days.? “The proud, hardened,
scofling simner 1s 1’oumP,, afler thirteen years, a hum-
ble nummster of salvation to the benighted heathen
and your smnted mother is doubtless enjoying the
reward of those who turn many to righteoitsness——m
shining as the stars for ever and ever,”~—dinerican
Messenger,

T0 THE BEREAVED.

I there be a loss over which man needs not
blush to weep, it is the loss by death of those we
love.  Once  Jesus wept,” and it was with sisters
sorrowing over a brother’s grave. It is unworthy
of us to wecp over the loss of property or pleasure,
but it is unworthy of us ot to sorrow over the irre-
mediate loss of beloved relativesand friends.  What
numbers of our readers are thus sorrowing now.
A few hours have snatched from them those dear,
pethaps dearest, to them.  Possidbly in many cascs
the very persons 100 on whom the support of a
famly, or its bringing up, depended. The
gloomy prospects of wan, or straitened circum-
stances, are added to the pains of lacerated affec-

“tion.  Such is the wound with which the Cholerx,
as an angel of the Lord, has smitten thousands.
How few of us in whose familics. or among whose
connexions, there is not some onedead!  Time no
dosbt will ‘mitigate the smart. It is a mercitul
arrangement that it does so.  But afflicted reader,
thero is a better Physician than time, or thai
“ bearing what must be," or than *trying to for-
get.”?  © There is a balm in Gilead, and a Physi-
cianthere.”  Thedalmis the certainty, thatamidst
his most awful visitations, a God of judgment isalso
a God of tender merey ; 2 God who does not wil-
lingly afflict nor grieve the children of men 3 a God
who prefers that we should enjoy the comfort of
faith in his mercy and tendemess, even while the
wounds of his judgment are yet unhealed, And
the Physician, who is he? who s he that admm-
isters the balm of Gilead 2 It is He who knows
by experience what every moumer feels ; He whose
work was to soothe human sorrows ; He who wwas
the incarnation of metcy, and s now the glorifica-
Uon of mercy 3 He whose merey and whosemight
are equal; it is He who « loved us and gave him-
sclf for us.” 1t is Jesus Christ, He knows what

it is to be pressed down with “a deadly sonow,”
to ‘“mmake supplication with strong crylng and
tears,? yes, even to “sweatdrops of blood” 1n the
agcay of his soul.  No sortew of ows can equal
His; and sorrow, too, boine by him altogether for
us. *Surely he hath borne our sriefs and curied
our s01IoWs, + » . hie was wounded for our trans-
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquittes « « 3
and wath his stpes we arc healed,”  Shall we not,
then, turn to Mfim? To whom clse shall we go1
He sees every pang of eur gref, he has felt greater
uriefs he lives to heal our gniet he dehghts to do
1!

But how willhedo it?  Will he recall the dead
to bie as hie did the widow’s son at Nain, and the
daughter of Jairus, and ashe did Lazarus 3 No,
he doges not live to rdverse the dispensations of pro-
vidence, bt to bless them to us, ind to bless them
to us in his oten way. We may itnngine han say-
ing 1o us. as to ouc of his nummerous applicants
“ Wilt thont be made whole 2** and, while our ex-
peetant eyes atd thoughts are fixed upon him, he
adds, © Come now and It us reason together,
What was the state of your scu! when I bereaved
you? How much and how often did you think of
Death, of Judgment, ot Lteruity 3 Bid yon think
of these things as a being ought who must soon,
very soon, make trial of them?  Were you con-
cerncd about sin ;——sin the real sting of death ;—
sin. to deliver yon from which 1 died myself?
—Sin brought on me all the sorrowsof Gethsemane,
all the curse, the shame, and the agonies of the
crozs ; dud 1t ever make you sarrowful ¢ did itever
grieve you that 1t cost me such sorrows? 1 died
for your sins that they might not agonize and curse
you for ever; have youbelieved this love of mine ?
Have you loved me for it 2 lave you ever shewn
me your gratitude in any way whatever 7 Sorrow
now hath filled your heart forthe death of arelation
or friend ; did it ever fill your heart for my death ?
Kct you have no greater friend.  You are broken-

carted for your loss 3 decp is my pity for you;
but have you not what ought to make yon yet
more broken-hicarted 1 have you not sins against
me, your Saviour, and sins axainst your Gad, yet
forgotten, yet unlamented 2 You gricve ittetly it
you remember anything by which you hurt 1he
teelings of him whom you have lost 3 biv huve you
ever grieved that you have wounded iue, and m-
jured me???

‘Fhus wonld the great, the good Physician reason
with us; not to add to our sorrows, but to probe
them to the bottom, and to heal them effectually.
Let our afliction bnt bnng us to Jesus 3 let it but
convinee us how nnworthily we have treated Him 3
tet it huntble usto implore the forgiveness which
it is his nature and office 10 bestow 5 et it but bow
our souls to his blessed reign over ne,—and then,
indeed, you will no longer * sorrow as those who
have no hope.”?  Reconciled to God through his
precious blood, looking fearlessty on death for your-
selfy, certain that the # Friend of sinners® will
neve: forsake a penitent and humbled sinaer, you
will fecl thankful for the afiliction which haslev:
you to Christ, and which keeps you near him.

Rev. Wm. Goodwin, formerly a Congregational
Minister, having embracea Baptist sentiments was
immersed Oct. 20, 1851, by Ros, J. N. Murdock
of Hartford, Ct.

Rev. Carlos Smith, Jate 2 member of the Pres-
byterian church was ordaincd asa Baptist minister
in South Treaton, on the Gth inst,

Cost or THE BinLe 1N Cuiya—Owing to
the exiremely low cost of materials and labor in
China, a Bible in the Chinese language it is said,
can be sold for six cents.

The law pmhibiting negroes and mulattoes from
emigrating to, and residing in Oregon has been de-
citded to be validand constitutional, by Chicf Justice

Nelson, ina case recently brouzht before him.  The

defendant in the case, was ordered 1o leave the
terntory wathin thirty days trom the dute of the
decrees

-

REVIVAL INTELLIGENCE.

———

There are indications of a special work of grace
in this city.  Somie souls have been converted, of
late, and the prople are evidently gmving more se-
rians attention to the Word of God,  President
Fumey, of Oberlin, Ohio, is preaching to crowded
nsscmt-lics in the Broadwaf' ‘Tabernacle; and
some of our pastors are holding mcetings from
evening to evening, with gracious effects.—New
Yorlk Chronicle.

Rev. E. Jonces writes, thatamong the Cherokees
the work of the Lord is gomg forward,  In many
instances thirty, forty, and ity have asked for
special prayer and for religious instruction, Con-
gregatious are lafge and attentive,

Five persons werd badtized on Sunday, Oct. 9,
at the Bethel Church, Boston, by Rev. I. Stow.

A revival of religion is in progress in Victory,
Cayuga county, N.Y. Tweuty-live conversions
or more have oceurred, and as mang more are -
quiring what they must do to be saved.

We notice the record in Congregational papers
of revivals in Audover and Lawrence, Mass, In
the latter glace, two churches have no pastors, and
yet the work has gone on. In Andover, Dr, L.
Beechier has been preaching, and very gracious
results have followedl,

The Biblical Recorder states, that Elder Howell
baptized 20 candidates, on tie 25th ult,, at the Cool
Spring Church, N. C., mal\ing 72 members added
10 the church since the revival commenced; at
Oxford, N, C., 12 candidates had been baptized,
and 11 at Grassy Creck Church, N. C.

The Christian Chronicle furnishes interesting
accounts of revivals ut Pequea Church, Penn,, 29
candidates baptized; Union Church, do., 60 bap-
tized; and at Mt Moriah, do., 80 baptized and
3 received for baptism.

The N. C. Baplist reports the addition of 34
members to Glassy Mountain Church, N. C., by
baptism.

The Christian Index states that Double Springs
Baptist chureh, Geo., had received anaddition of 23
members by baptism, and Philip Church, do., 26.

A correspondent of the Tennessee Baplist seports
the Baptism ot 16 candidates m a destitue, Sab-
bath-breakir.g, sweanng, and donking scttlement,
n De Soto county, Mississippi, and the constitwtion
of a ¢ hurch.

‘The same journal reports the addition of 237
members by baptism to churches in Len., and
Miss,, the results of protracted wnectings.

At theclose of a protracted meeting held recently
with Dover Chureh, Goochland county, the pastor
Elder A. B, Smith, baptized 16 candidates,

Three persons were immersed in the Farst Bap-
tist Church of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Over ﬁﬂs', mostly heads of families, have heen
recently added to the Baptist Churchin Bath, N. I,
Eight young personc have been baptized in Fisher-
vilfe, N. H.

Ska View, Accomac Co., Va.—A correspon-
dent of the T'ruc Union under date of Octoher 17,
1851, writes as follows: “ The most extraonds-
nary revival that it ever has been my pnvilege to
enjoy, has taken place n Purtoteague, one of the
churches of my charge.  Sixty-seven persons have

rofessed hope, and twenty men and ten or twelve
adies are still anxions inquirers. and every indica~
tion of one of the most cxtensive rcvivals cver
enjoyed in this region., Brother Fishieris now a
Baptist minister, Dut was, a year or s0 ago, a mine
of the Mcthodist Protestant church,”?



PRPIE

b

192 THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

THE CHRISTIAN OBSERVER.

~This number closcs the first volumd of The
Christian Observer. At the commencement of
our labours, we stated the necessity which there
was for adopting the prepayment system, We
have adhered as far as we possibly could to this
plan, and it has proved the bulwark of onr safety.
We are satisfied, that on no other principle would
it be prudent to procecd hercafter, To give credit,
might, indeed; increase greatly eur subscription
list ; but it would be at the expensc of the Paper's
existence—we have the fullest evidence that it
could not besustained on such a prineiple. Qur
subscribers, then; are requested to take noticé that
all who wish to continue taking the paper, through
the ensuing volume; and who will pay for it on
the reception of the first, or; at farthest, the second
aumber will be understaod to indicate such an jn-
tention by silence; those who wish to discontinue
will have the goodiess i inform us of the fact, by
post, immediately ; in order that we may be en-
abled to make such arrangements with our printer
as changes may render necessary. Al ministers
of the gospel acting 4s agents for the paper, orany
brother, (int a church where they have no pastor,)
acting thus, shall receive their own copy gratis.
Such are requested to send us the pames of new
subscribers beforé the first day of January next,
and opposite their dwn narhes t6 writes=* Agens,”

Another year may sce a weckly among us,
which will prove highly satisfactory to many of
dur brethren ; in the mean time, let us circulate ag
idely as possible, the Qbserver in its present form.
While we repudiate the idea of organship, we are
willing+~yea, anxious, to do our part in keeping
such truth before the churches, as shall tend to pro-
mote harmony and love, and build up our readers
in the faith of the gospels

James Prers,
A. T. McCoxro.

X3~ The following papers have been returned

by the Post Office ;o
E. Phelps, Aylmer.
Jacob Miller, Sr,, Markham.
Wm. McKee, Peterboro'.
Miss C. Boyle, Stouffville,
James Page, Smithvilic,
Thos. Morrison, St Catharines.
D. Driver, Sharon,

I{the subscribers have changed their residences

they will please inform us, 5o as the papers may
be sent to the proper address.

IncaeasE oF A Larce Csivrcu.—The First
African Baptist church in Lexington, Ky., Rev.
London Fervell, pastor, has 1,548 members, of
whom 77 were baptized during the year ending
August §, 1851,

¢ Txov, Gop, SEEsT ME.”—A Father and his
8an went out tagether to steal corn, When they
cameto the field, the father climbed upon the fence,
and looked carefully around that no eye might see
him. He then began to fill his with corn,
4 Father,’ said the boy, « there is one direction in
which you did not look.” # Ah, my son,” replied

with an empty bag and a stricken conscience.
‘There is ONE whose preeence is more to be feared
than o thousand huinan witnesses, ‘Chere is Onx
from whose eye the darkness hideth noti The
blood and righteousness of the Lord JSesus Christ
alone can cover sin in the day of his fierce anger.
"This is the sinner’s refuge.—American Messenger.

MARRIED,

In Brantford, C, W., on the 26th Oct., by the
Rev. Thos, L, Davidsan, Mr, J, Plowman to Mrs.
Mary J. Porter, both of Erantford,

By the same, Nov, 3, at Kerby’s Inn, Burford,
Mr. George Handy, of Branttord, to Miss Mary
Marshall, of Norwich,

By the same, in Brantford, on the 11th ult.,, Mr.
John Cook, of Brantford, to*Miss Eliza Cheever of
Wellington Square, county of Halton.

DIED,
DEACON JOSHUA MILLER, MARKHAM, C, W,

. Died at his residence in Markham, on the morn-
ing of Tuesday, Nov, 11, 1851, Deacon Joshua
Miiler, aged 76 years.

The deceased was born Jan. §st, 1775, at Ball-
ston Springs; contiguous to the far-famed Springs,
of Saraloga, Saratogo Co., N. Y., in which place
he lived until the year 1798, when he was mar-
sied to Elisabeth Darrer { shortly after which he
vemoved, with his family, to Canada, and settled
at Lundy’s Lane, in the Niagara District, where
he resided for a number of years: In 1801, he
remyved with his family; from Lundy’s Lane to
the newly surveyed township of Markham, wiich
was then a wild and trackicss desert, where the
wolf and the bear prowled in search of their prey.
and where the drowsy bat and the hooting owl
had for ages found a safe retreat: In this new
and unsettled tract of country he lived for about
eight years ere his eyes were ever blest with the
sight ot “tthe beautiful feet of those wio bring
glad tidings.”® In 1809, however, it pleased the
Lord of the harvest to send among the settlers of
this township, who were Ly this time somewhat
numerous; a herald of salvation in the person of
Blider Elijah Bentley, who preached in * this
wilderness” the, that is in Christ Jesus with
etemnal glory, e Lord was with his servant
and owned his labours by crowning them with
sutcess, and making thery instrumental in bring-
ing the subject of this natice, and 2 goddly num-
ber of others to Jesus, who were baptized by him
ahd formed into & gbspel church of the Regu'ar
Baptist order, believing what is usually termed
“moderate Calvinism.” Immediately after ‘the
formation of the church in 1809, brother Miller
was chosen by the church to fill the deacon’s of-
fice, which office he retained till his decease, a
period of 42 yedrs, during which time he discharged
the dutics of the deuconate with credit o himself,
and benefit ta the chutech, so ¢ purchasing to him-~
self 2 good degree and great holdness in the faith
which is in Christ Jesus.»?

On the 11th April, 1817, be ‘vas called to ex.
perience a severe loss by the sudden and “ntimel
death of his son Robert, 2 fine lad of 16 years of
age, who was killed by the falling of a tree, and
on the 15th March, 1823, the Lord again bereaved
him by taking from him his dear and much-loved
companion, who had born with him the burden
and heat of the day, in bringing up a large famil
of small children in a new country, where hard-
ship and privation was often theirlot. She wasa
mother in Israel, anddied full of faith and hope in
the Saviour. :

This, to the widowed survivor, was indeed a
great affliction, yet he bore it with Christian for-
titude and resignation, as coming from the hand of
that ¢ God who gave and who had taken away.”
For many a weary year had th:z trodden together
in. clearing and “cultivating the forest, duricg

the father, “ and where is that??" « Dh, father

which time she had borne him eleven children,

you did not £0ox UR.” The man returned home L five of whom are now with their parents in the

-

spirit world, On the 4th May, 1824, he wag
united in marriage to Rachel Lundy, by whont
he had three children, who with_their widowed
mother are now among the surviving mournerss
Time and space prevent us in this short obituary
from noticing in full the traits of his Christian
character; this, however, is the less necessa
here, as a more extended memoir of this * old dir-
ciple,” ahd venerable Baptist pionecr will shortiy
be issued from the press: ~ Suflice it here to say,
that he was sound in faith, in charity, and in doc-
trine, constant in the discharge of his Christian
dutics, ardent in hi$ stlachment to the people of
God, especially to the ministers of the gospel, to
whom hisholise was ever a home, and swhom he
loved for their works’ sake. His personal piety
was of a deep and active character, his conversas
tion was emphatically in heaven: Duripg the
long and protracted period of his sufferings he was
calm, resigned, and paticnt § never was a murs
muring expression heard from his lips:

Just before his death, on being placed in his
chair; and asked to lean back so as to scpose
himself, he gaid: ** Ah{ I shall spon lean onthe
arm of wy beloved.” When atked whether he
still felt Jesus 10 be precious to his soul he replied
with an eamestuess and a _pathos which spoke
the feelings of a full soul, and will not be soon for-
gotten by those who stood by him. ¢ Oh yes? Ok
yes! OF yes! blessed Jesus ! blessed Jesus ! blessed
Jesus ! £ and shortly afterwards expired withouta
struggle or a groan: His end ivas peacepand holy .
triumph in Christ: The aged pilgrim was laid in
his clayey bed, on Thursday, November the 13ih
ultimo, “His Runeral sermon was preached in Zion
Chape}; hy his former pastor, the Rev: T.L:
Davidson, from John xi, 25, 26. .

¢ 1 looked upon the righteous man,
. And saw his parting breath,
Withouta struﬁ%le or a sigh,
Berenely yield - death;

Fhere was no anguish on his brow,
Or terror in his eye;

‘The spoiler aim’d a falal dart,
But lost the viclory.”

— Communicdteds
. N evenithiammdicn
At the tesidence of his son-in-law, the Rev. Ji
Scott, the Rector of Dunbam, Mr. Thomas Hew-
son, Sen;, formerly from the Count{_ of Yorkshire,
England. He was an;on§ the earliest emigrants
from England, who scitled in the neighbourhbod of
Lacolle, wheré he has tesided between thirty and
forty years, esteened and fespected by all for his
charitable benevolence, his uniform Kindoess, and
the integrity of bis character.

JUST RECEIVED,

LARGE ASSORTMENT of the Publications
of the London Religious Tract Society, in-
cluding several New Works. .
Sabbath School Libraties and Requisites, from
London and Philadelphia,
Bibles and Testaments, with the metrical version

Y ! of the Psalms and Paraphrases, from Edinburgh,

. The whole of the above are for sale at the Depor
sitory of the Upgcr Canada Tract Society, upon
the most reasonable terms.
[By Order of the Committce.l
JAMES CARLESS,

Depositary.
47, Yonge Street,
Torontd, July 26, 1851, 84t
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