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NANNL N SCIUSIA SN LA A

We feel it a matter of some difliculty to con-
uct this Journal so as to give satisfaction toall
arlies who may read it. We have constant-
y invited Correspondents in order that the
iews and opinions of others, in regard to the
st means of promoting agricultural improve-
ment, should be brought hefore the public for
consideration, and we have given insertion gen-
enally to communications addressed to us for
the Journal, and would have been always hap-

pames who would entertain dlﬂ'ercnt views
from those that have appeared in the Journal.
This publication is not that of a party, or in-
tended to advocate party or sectional views,
but to promote as much as possible the gene-
ral improvement of agriculture, and, if it is not
considered to be conducted suitably for that
purpose, its columns are at ail times open to the
friends of sgriculiure to make it more useful,
and also 1o correct or refute any errors or er-
roneous statements it may contain from time
to ime. We often submit our own ideas in
order to elicit the views and opinions of others,
and we conceive this publication to be a very
proper medium for discussing subjects con-
nected with agricultural improvement. The
Directors of the Lower Canada Agricultural
Society have done all, that could reasonably be
expected of them, to obtain the friendly and
hbearty co-operation of the County Agricultural
Societies and other parties interested in Agricul-
ture in Lower Canada. Last year they had
tbout sixty letters, of which there was an
equal number in the English and French lan-
uage, a d 1o Presidents of Agricultural
Focieﬁes, and to other respectable parties

throughout the country, requesting information
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und their opinion and advice on various subjects
connected with agriculture. To several of
these letters there was no reply, but all the re-
plies that were received were placed before
the Provincial Parliament last Session, with-
out note or comment, and they are now pub-
lished in pamphlet ©rm by order of the Leg-
islative Assembly, together with the Report of
the Special Commitlee of the Legislative As-
sembly on agriculture, and the Report of the
Lower Canada and Beauharnois Agricultural
Societies. The Directors of the Society have
this year elected the several Presidents of the
County Agricultural Societies Honarary Mem-
bers of the Lower Canada Agricultural Soci-
ety, and invited them to an Agricultural Con-
gress, which took place at Montreal in Feb-
ruary last, in order that they might give their
opinion and advice asto the best means to be
adopted to promote agricultural improvement.
The two last numbers of this Journal, which
contained the proceedings of the Congress and
other interesting reports, have been sent to the
Presidents of .County Agricultural Societies,
with a respectful request that they would com-
municate their views and opinions on these
several subjects. It must, therefore, be mani-
fest, that the Lower Canada Agricultural Soci-
ety have made the most friendly advancesto the
County Societies, and to other influential par-
lies, to unite with them in promoting the general
improvement of agriculture, by such means as
might be considered best calculated to accom-
plish thatobject. The Society, asa provincial
one, have adopted the only means in their power
of communicating with every section of Lower
Canada by the publication of this Journal, which
hasbeen sent to every parish in the country. I
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improvement is desirable, we cannot see what
other tneans are in the power of the Society
to propose and recommend such improvewents
as might be necessary. Il publications of
this nature are not calculated to produce any
good there must be a great waste of capital in
the neighboring States and in the British Isles,
hy the publication of Agricultural Periodicals
where so many are published. What e¢an be
hetter caleulated to instruct the ignorant than
the successful practice of experienced agricul-
turists 7 It these experienced and sucressful
farmers are desirous of instructing and encour-
aging their less fortunate brother farmers, we
offer the columns of this Journal for any and
all interesting and instructive communications,
and it shall not be any expense to them except
the trouble of writing their report for the bene-
fit of their country.

If parties obtain premiums for good stock,
good crops, or well-managed farms or dairies,
their mode of cultivation and management, by
which they obtain successful results, should be
reported and made public fori
tage of agriculturists, This, we conceive,
would be the most certain mode of making the
expenditure of Agricultural Societies useful,
and we cannot see any reasonable objection to
it

1 N - e le]
hie general advan-

We copy the Report of the Committee of ,

the Legislative Assembly of last Session of the
Provincial Parliament, which has been pub-
lished in pampblet form, with the Annual

Report of the Lower Canada Agricultural -

Society to the Legislature, and several
letters received by the Directors of that
Society, in reply to Circulars containing
various queries on Agricultural Statistics,
addressed to country gentlemen throughout
Lower Canada. There is also a Report from
the County of Beauharnois Agricultural So-
ciety. The pamphlet contains very interest-
ing information, and the Report of the Select
Committee is a proof of the deep interest
entertained by the Provincial Parliament in
the progress of Agriculture. It is only by a
perfect acquaintance with the state of our

agriculture that we can understand the mos:
suitable measures to be adopted for its amel-
joration. And by the time the Provincial
Parliament assembles, we believe the Govern-
ment will be in possession of very full and
accurate information of the present state of
Agriculture in Lower Canada, through means
of the answers to the printed circulars dists.
buted by the Office of Registration.

REPORT.

The Special Committee, to whom were referred the
Annual RePort of the Lower Canada Agricultural
Society, and the Special Report of the Agricultural
| Society of the County of Beauvharnois, have the
! Honor to Report, as follows :—

;. In conformity with the order of reference of your

Honorable House, your Committee have examined,
i withall the care which the subject demands, the Re-

port of the Lower Canada Agricultural Society, and

the Special Report of the Agricultural Society of the
I County of Beauharnois.

Your Committee have understood with great satis-

i faction, that the publication in  French and English,

supported by the Society of Lower Canada, and
. hnown as ‘- The Agncultural Journal,” is going on
" prosperously, and has a wide circulation.
+ The Agnecultural Society of Lower Canada has set

on foot an inquiry, the object of which is the solutiun
" of some interesting problems in practical Agriculture
in Lower Canada; and your Cammittee nvite the

autention of your Honorable House to the documents
' resulting from that inquiry, annexed to this Revort.
i Your Committee do not stay to consider the several

questions which the Lower Camada Agricultural So-
| ciety have proposed in the inquiry of which mention
. has been made, and which especially relate to the
| ractice of Agriculture ; Your Committee feeling
| ound to attend more parllcularlf' to that part of the
i Report which indicates the legislative measures to be
adopted for the advancement of Agriculture, and the
diffusion of scientific factsand principles connected
| therewith.
+  The Special Report emanating from the Agricul-
tural Society of the County of Beauharnois, stren sthens
the consolatory opinion held by your Committee, that
Agriculture, as a science and as a pursuit, is making
regular and rapid progress.

Your Comnultee consider it a duty to remark, that
it is desirable that each County should make a speciz
, annuul return, on the plan of the Report made by the
i Society of Beaunarnois ; but they must also remark,
that it would b. desirable that such documents shoul
be entirely free from sectiona! prejudices, and sec
tional feelings.

Your Committee regret the coloring given to cer
tain parts of the Report of the County of Beauharnois
particularly to that part of the Report in which all-
ston is made to the holx’dafs (fétes d’obligation) o¥
served by Catholics; an allusion the more particular-
ly unreasonable and misplaced, as it is the les
{))robable that the Legislature will, by any act of thei,

|

|
|
!
'

ody, oblige Catholic farmers to labor on those day
which are, by their Church, consecrated to the \\'or-|
ship of the Creator.

Your Committee having in view the Report mad
Jast year to your Honorable House,and the documen
annexed thereto, as well as the Appendix to the pr
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sent Report, will confine its own action to the fur-
mshing of the rough draught of a measure, which your
Committee think it their duty to recommend to be
adopted by the Legislature, as the best means to b+
tahen at present for the encouragement of Agriciliure,
in a country which, (we cannot repeat it too often.)
nature has especially created for agricultural purposes.

Your Committee recommends, therefore, the ap-
pointment of two Superintendentts ot Agriculture for
Lower Canuda: oae, for the united Districts of Que-
bec, Three Rivers, and Gaspé; the other, for the
united Districts of Montreal and St. Francis; whose
duties should be as follows:—

1. To visit their respective Districts once in the
year.e

2. To draw up an Annual Report of such visit
within their territorial himats, which Report should
comprise, amonyg other matters, a description of the
different soils.—the fertilizing matters appropriate to
each.—au description of the accidental changes to
which the surface of each is subject,—of their natural
aspeet.—their condition in respect of drainage, clear-
ing and cultivation,—the fertilizing matters which
nature has provided in proximity to the hand of the
culuvator, and the remedies which are applicable to
the prevailing defects of the system.

3. T'o attend carefully to the proper organization
and management ol the Exhilutions hereafier men-
tioned ; to audit the accounts of the different Societies
of which they will, ex officio, be members; and the
natural advisers, within the limits of their Districts.

4. 'To provide that there be one Society for Exhi-
biton of Agricultural Products in cach County; and
in their Annual Reports, to give a detailed account of
the affairs of each of their Societies, within the luniis
ol their respective Districts.

5. To take care that cach Common School is fur-
nished with an Elementary Treatise on Agriculture.

6. In the course of their annual visitation, to give
public lectures on Agnculture, at least one in each
County.

7. As far as may he practicable, to be present at
the several Agricultural Exhibitions of the County
Societies.

The Superintendents will thus, it is plain, form the
executive branch of the system recommended, and
will, moreot er, form the didactic body ; the only one
to be hoped for in the present state of affairs.  The
importance of such Exhibitions, as the Superinten-
dents are to be bound to hold annually, is felt so for-
cibly in New Brunswick, that the Legislature of that
Province. has considered it a duty to procure such an
examination of its territory, to be made by the cele-
brated Professor Johnson, whose Report on that sub-
ject has given a new impulse to Agriculture.

It will be easily imagined, moreover, that the pre-
sence of the Superintendents, and their advice, will
be powerful auxiharies to those who aim at awaken-
ing the people from their apathy, and directing their
steps in the road to improvement and reform. The
Reports of the Superintendents will be the criterion of
the state of Agriculture in the different Counties ; and
of the relative progress of different localities, in the
product.on of grain and roots, 1n the rearing of cattle,
and in the various other branches of Agricultural in-
dustry. These Superintendents will, moreover, be
the natural counsellors of the different Societies ; and
their office will be one of reference, where every per-
son may obtain useful and needful information; as,
where to procure an implement perfect of its kind, an
animal of an eligible breed, or seeds of a superior qual-

ity.

Without dilating on the importance of this prehmi-
nary means of forwarding the progress of Agriculture
in Lower Canada, your Committee pass on to the

!'second step, which is the organization of Agricultural

Exhibitions, of the nature of those which now exist,
but with importunt modifications. Taking into con-
sideration the increase of expense caused by the crea-
tion of two offices, and the publication of an Elemen-
tary Treatise, as above recommended, {uur Commit~
tee propose to reduce to £1.000, the sum now
granted for Agricultural Exhibitions; which sum
shall be annually placed at the disposal of the two
Sup~rintendents, who shall meet at Quebec, to share
that simn ameng the different Counties, in due pro-
portion to the population and extent of land, owned
i each Couuty ; the population being taken as five,
and the number of acres of land as one. In order to
become entitled to n share of this grant. each County
must form an Agricultural Society, composed of at
least twenty-five members. subscribers of at least tive
shillings each ; such Society shall elect, annually, a
Board of seven Dircctors, of whom one shall be
Chairman and another Secretary, which last shall
have the management of the business and the funds
of the Society. These Societies shall be bound to
hold one or two Exhibitions in the year. of produce
and animals, according to the present custom in
Lower Canada; at which Exhibitions, prizes shall
be awarded to the best productions. in such manner
as may be ordered by the Board ot Directors, of which
due notice shall be given in every Parish in the
County. The prizes so awarded may be distributed
in money, in boaks on Agricuiture, 1n improved im-
plements of field labor, or in superior kinds of sved.
Counties which are of too great extent to derive the
proposed advantages from a single Society, may form
two, and share between them the sum {clongina to
the County, conditionally, that each Society shail
consist of twenty-five members, at the least, m each
division. Competition for the prizes awardea at these
Exhibitions, should be apen to all the inhabitants of
the County, in which the Exhibition is held.

Whenever a Society, or the Board of Directors of a
County, or of the Division of a County, may consider
the system of Exhibitions ought to be changed for
some other, and that the Government grant. and the
subscriptions, forming the aggregate fund at their dis-
posal, might be more beneficially employed by being
applicd tn the establishment of Model Fanns, or Agni-
cultural Schools, or in any other way or manner
whatever, they may appropriate the funds to such
purposes as they may deem expedient, provided that
notice thereof shall have been previously given to,
and consultation thereupon previously had with, the
Supertiniendent of their District.

Whenever it happens that a County Society is able,
from the Government grant and its subscriptions, to
form a fund amounting to £150 and more, such Socie-
ty may cause Exhibitions to be holden in each Parish,
if they appear likely to be beneficial.

Every County Society. or County Division Sac’e'y.
should be bound to transmit to the Legislature every
year, a Special Report of its proceedings, and of the
state of Agriculture in the County ; and to the Suner-
mtendent of the District, an account of the Exh.bi-
tions, and of the application of the funds.

In recommending that your Honorable House,
should confer on the County Societics, the right of
regulating and disposing of the tunds cntrused to
them, and grant them the greatest ible latitude
in the choice of the meuns to be employed for th: im-
provement and prosperity of Agriculture, Your Com-



132

AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL.

mittec aim at reconciling the conflicting opinions held
by the public, concerning the efficacy of the various
methods by which the farmers of Canada may be sti-
mulated and encouraged. Your Comumittee bave rea-
son to believe that in so acting, you will see all the
causes of dissatisfaction, now so rife, removed from the
different Counties or Agricultural Societies. The
obligation imposed on those Societies to consult the
Superintendents, will be a useful check upon the ill-
effects whichimight otherwise arise from such asystem.
Your Committee beg to refer to the Report of the
Committee of last year, for the suggestions which it
may be thought expedient to offer to the Directors of
the several Societies.

Lastly, your Committee suggest to your Honorable
House, as a means of diffusing a knowledge of Agri-
cultural matters, that a prize of One Hundred Pounds
be offered for the best Elementary Treatise on Agri-
culture, which shall contain, in one smull volume, all
the practical precepts of a good system ; such prize
to be awarded and paid to the person who shall have
roduced the work which shalf be declared the best,

y three persons appointed as judges thereof, by the
Governor in Council. Those persons meeting at
Montreal, in the month of June, one thousand cight
hundred and fifty~two, for the purpose of examinmg
the different works offered by competitors, in such
mauner as may, after the passing of the Act here sug-
gested, be appointed in virtue of a Proclamation of the
Governor General, declaring the object of competition,
and establishing rules to be observed in submitting
the various productions.

‘The Treatise in question should be translated from
the language in which it may be composed, published
at the expense of the Province, and distributed tv
fumilies and School-Corporaiions, in the proportion
of 50 000 copies in French, and 12,000 in English ;
and such distribution should be made by the Superin-
tendents, in proportion to the population of their Dis-
tricts respectively, and according to the last general
census then proceeding.

Your Committee have no doubt of the efficacy of the
means here suggested, and consider that the enaet-
ment of a Law, based on them, would be hailed with
delight by a vast majority of the inhabitants of Lower
Canada. Your Committee do not pause to consider
other means of encouraging Agriculture, particularly
the adoption of Model Schools of Agriculture; finding,
as they do, too great diversity of opinionin the public
mind, and being morcover confined within the nar-
row bounds of the present grant of the Legislature.

On this point, your Committee consider themselves
bound to declare to your Honorable House their
opinion, that the present grant is insignificant, when
considered in reference to the important object in
view; and they trust that the Legislature of the
Country will feel the necessity of augmenting the
grant, both for Upper and Lower Canada.

The whole respectiully submitted,
(Signed,) J. C. TACHE,
Chairman,
D. M. ARMSTRONG,
T. BOUTILLIER,
A.J. DUCHESNAY,
LS. LACOSTE,
J. McCONNELL,
J. 8. SANBORN,
August 12, 1851,

As an encouragement to the cultivation of

letter of Austin-Adams, Esq., of Montreal,
The produce obtained is very large indeed,
and at even sixpence the hushel would be
cqual to £20 the acre. The land having been
previously cultivated under Indian corn and
brooga corn for several years, must neeessarily
be clean and in goeod condition; the yield,

lowever, can scarcely be exceeded, if it can

be equalled. In farm cultivation, where more
than an acre of carrots would be sowr, they
should be cultivated as a green crop, to clean
the land and prepare the soil for grain erop.
Indian corn, being a manured and hoed crop,
may also be considered as adapted to clean
the land and prepare it for a cereal crop, and,
therefore, in a good system of Agriculture, we
do not think carrots should succeed Indian
corn. In DMr, Adams’ case, however, ncar
Montreal, he could not have cultivated his
land more profitably, particularly where the
supply of manure was ample.

Mr. Adams informs us that he had pur-
chased his carrot seed from the seedsman of
the Lower Canada Agricultural Society, My,
George Shepherd, whose advertisement will
be found in another page, and who has on
hand an excellent assortment of agricultural
secds, garden and flower seeds and plants,
Mr. Shepherd, previous to his coming to this
country, having been fer inany years in the
employ of the celebrated secdsmen, Lawson
& Sons, of Edinburgh, Scotland, and practi-
sing as a gardener and seedsman in Canada,
also, for several years, he is, perhaps, as well
qualified to act in the capacity of seedsman
to the Lower Canada Agricultural Society as
any man in North America. This Society
have appointed Mr. Shepherd their seedsman,
in order that the members, as well as purcha-
sers of seeds, should have the benefit of the
practical knowledge and advice of a man so
well qualified to give any information required
asa seedsman and gardener, and gratuitously.

To Wu. Evans, Esq., Editor of the Agricultural
Journal, Montreal.

Dxar Sir,—I beg to state the results of my

‘carrots, we bcg to refer our readers to the « cultivation of about three and a half acres of




AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL.

133

and under carrots last year. 1 may designate
the soil as a sandy loam, that had been enltiva-
ted under Indian corn and broom corn for
several years previous, and consequently was
perfectly clean. The land was heavily manured
from the stables last Spring, spread upon the
surface and ploughed in. The seed, (the Alt-
ringham,) was sown immediately upon the
ploughed surface, with a sowing machine, in
rows from 15 to 18 inches apart, without forming
any drills. The after culture was simply thin-
ning and weeding. The produce of roots, with-
out the tops, was about 800 bushels per acre,
and I fed them to ten horses and one cow from
the latter end of October last, and there is now
sufficient remaining to complete the feeding for
six months from the commencement. The
horses had only one gallon of oats each, per day,
with the earrots, and cut hay, and wheat straw
in equal proportion; were constantly at heavy
work, and, though they were old, were never in
better health or condition at this time of the
year. I would observe that I cut my wheat
before it is dead ripe, bind and stesk it at once,
and, when dry, thresh it in the field, and it is
the straw of this wheat I cut into chaff for my
horses. There is another circumstance I should
mention, that where the carrots were not regu-
larly thinned out in the rows, they appeared to
produce as heavy a crop as where thinned,
numbers making up for deficiency of size.
They were stored in a root-house where the
temperature was not much over freezing, and
kept well. The carrots were piled about two
feet wide, and each pile separated simply by
studs and boards, but no other interval between
the piles.

1 remain, dear sir,
Your obedient servant,
AusTiN Apans.
Montreal, 12th April, 1852.

We have been favored with a Communi-
cation from John R. Lambly, Esq., President
of the Agricultural Society for the County
of Megantic, in reply to & request from the
Directors of the Lower Canada Agricultural
Society in the last number of the Agricultu-
ral Journal, that the Presidents of the County
Agricultural Societies would communicate
their views on we various subjects discussed

by the Agricultural Congress on the 10th
February last. We give the following extract
from Mr. Lambly’s excellent letter, and re-
commend it to attention. 'We hope that Mr.
Lambly’s example will be followed by other
Presidents of Societies. It is in this way, by
the united exertions of all interested in the
progress of agricueltural improvement in Ca-
nada, that ther will be able to have measures
introduced that will be the best calculated
to accomplish this object. All Agricultural
Societies have the same object, however
they may differ as to the most proper means
for attaining it. It is, however, by bringing
the different views on this subject before the
public for discussion, that the best plan of ac-
tioninthis important affair can be decided upon
for the general good. The Lower Canada
Agricultural Society have invited County
Societies to declare their views through their
Presidents, and such Reports can be published
in the Agricultural Journal free of any ex-
pense to them.

Dear Sir,—Your favor of the 27th ult. came safe
to hand, but from press of business, I hove not been
able to find time to reply until now, and with its con-
tents I washighly gratified, inasmuch asI felt satisfied
that the one great object so essentially needful for
Canada, viz. Agricultural Education, was on the eve
of claiming that attention of which it is so highly
deserving, and for the securing of its blessings to the
rising generation, as those who must replace us in
the field of operation, it must succeed, and effec-
tuate Lower Canada’s Agricultural Regeneration; for
I am fully satisfied, that whatever aid of a pecuniary
nature agriculture may receive through its organized
societies, will only prove at most but a sickly attempt to
accomplish what that great desideratum will undoubt-
edly secure. This obtained, pecuniary aid will then
become more than ever a stimulant. For you have
found, sir, as well as myself, and observed it all around
you, that to improve either the moral or social condi-
tion of a community without education will ever
prove a vain and futile attempt, and we are compelled
to say the same of agriculturists. They must read,
read, read, sir, or continue to be the same illiterate,
degraded drudges of a noble and ennobling profession,
Men are educated for all other professions but the
dignified profession of agriculture ; even in the
widdle of the nineteenth century, men, or .he most of
men, suppose all that is necessary to practice it is done
and sine:o ; this, sir, is almost incredible, yet such is the
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case. The question how this state of things is to be
reminded, and I can assure you, sir, that I rejoice in
anticipation, for, if the subject receives that justice
which it demands, it must conquer; and with yourself
I feel satisfied, that the way to extend its benefits will
beby Agricultural Schools and Model Farms. Private
instruction, if even pussessing all the requisites, would
have this objection, that it would be numerically
insuficient, but objections to this latter mode could be
multiplied. Agricultural Educational Institutions to
succeed must be adapted to the state of Lower Cau-
eda. These institutions, uader present circumstances.
and in the present state of Lower Cannda, cannot be
expected to be constructed to materially bencfit the
European agriculturist; the great object, as I look at
it, is to secure to the Franco Cunadian the benefits of
these institutions, because they are the most in need
of them, and the most numerous portions of the
agricultural populction, and yet, under judicious man-
agement, the former might be materially benefitted by
them also. DBut I must leave this part of the subjectas
X am convinced that it is in better hands, and that you
will lay before the furming community, before the
opening of the Ilouse, an elucidation of the subject
and set thinking and public men to work to aid you in
this great work.

However, sir, in the meantime, (for it may be some
time yet ere that is accomplished) T think thai our
Agricnltural Societies might adopt primeval measures,
and at once commence the business; for instance, I
have lung urged the step on vur Souciety, it is this
that all our third or last premiums should be a volume
of some agricultural publication (the Journal for
instance) so as to induce the farmer to read, and, as a
further inducement, to keep a regular record of all
farm operations as a reference for future guidance and
.directions, and-also for the purpose of ascertaining the
most profitable mode of cultivating their lands, and,
.moreover, eventually leading to a systematic and sci-
-entific agriculture. * That every competitor for this
Society’s premiums should produce, previous to being
:allowed to compete either for grain or for furm pro-
duce, a written statement of the manuer the land was
.prepared for such grain crop, form the first ploughing
to the harvesting, also a detailed amount of the making
-of butter and cheese and sugar, the same of ali domes-
tic manufactures. These records to be the property
-of each Society requiring them, so that, when revised
and printed, they would contain a series of Agricul-
taral Statistics, atonce interesting and useful, Another
subject, sir, which often engrossed my cttention, is
‘that of the manufacture of maple sugar. From a
rough calculation made some time ago by myself, this
county -expends aunually the enormous sum of
between eight and ten thousand dollars for sugaralone,
all to .be;paid for in cash at Quebee; now, sir, this

bespeaks a bad state of things; our county is cov.
ered with the finest sugar maple forest in Canada:
there is not, I believe, scarcely a lot or half lot
without its sugarie, and yet, this enormous sum
goes yearly to Quebec for sugar, when, by a little
judicious management, and s small outlay of labor,
that sum could be saved to the county, and ut the sume
time, as much manufuctared us would secure the sawme
smount in the pockets of the farmers, Thus, in
this article alone, this country is expending eight o
ten thousand dollars yearly, uud aunually losing as
much more, so much, sir, for good farming !!! Can
it be possible that men are so blind to their own
interests? Canadians as well us others emigrate to
foreign and insalubrious climes to slave for gold, when
it can be obtained at home in Canada with compara-
tive ease, comfort, and health, without sacrificing its
enjoymaents or its blessings !!

Mr. Lambly has also sent us a report
sometime ago of an Exhibition held by the
Megantic County Agricultural Society, from
whish we give the following extract :—

“Iwould also observe that this Society held its
winter show in this county on the 10th. It was
numerously attended, and evinced a decided improve:-
ment—in fact every year testifies that this country ie
making rapid improvement in its agriculture. The
grains were of a very superior sample, and fit to be
exhibited with any part of Canada, and the vegetables
were a very splendid display, and I can assure you,
sir, that the sight of so many superior samples of
turnips would have convinced an agriculturist that
this country is destined, not very far hence, to feed
largely, both beef and mutton of a superior deserip-
tion for market, and this is a fact worthy of note, as to
our future prosperity, that our farmers are now wak-
ing up to the great advantages of the turnip culture,
and I could name you many of our agriculturists who
raise even now yearly from 400 to 8000 bushels.

I bave enclosed a list of the weight of the wheats
cxhibited at our last show, by which you will see that
Megantic can raise wheat of weight as well as Upper
Cavada ; the prize samples weighed severally as
follows: the half bushel 82lbs. 15023, 821bs. 120z,
821bs. 110zs., 82lbs. 1002s., 821bs. 9ozs. This was bald
wheat; the Black Sea wheat weighed as follows
32lbs. 8ozs, 32lbs. 3o0zs, 82lbs., loz, 31lbs. 14oz.,
and 321bs,

Pease weighed as follows: 82lbs. 130zs, 32lbs.
1lozs, 821bs. 9o0zs, and 32lbs. 80z, and the rye and
barleys were equally good.

So, you will observe, sir, that our samples of
grain were not despicable, and that by steady perse-
verance we shall be able soon to compete with otber
countries up or down.
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Wishing you, denr sir, very smcmcly. the utmost
bound of your expectations in the work you are cugag-

ed in,

1 remain, with
«incere respect,
your obedient servant,
Joux Laxsry,
PAUAS

S TR I e e

To Wm. Evans, Eeq,
Seeretary and Treasurer
of the L. C. A. S., Montreal.

To the Edi. o of the Agricullural Journd.

Sir,—In common with many, I have regretted
the inefficiency of management in the disposal
of some of the legislative grants for the advance-
ment of agriculture in Lower Canada; and [
wasagreeably surprised, when, for the first time,
I read in a paragraph in the Editoriel Review of
Montreal Wilness of February 2nd ult., the an-
nouncement of remedial measures for the de-
plored ineficiency. With the views of the
paragraph above referred to, [ entirely coneur,
and now quote, ¢ This addition to the Juties of
the ministry, we regard with considerable in-
terest, being satisfied that it may be so worked
as greatly to benefit the country.”

Now, as Mr. Cameron wili naturally be led
to enquire into the efficient disposal of ail gov-
emment aid to agriculture, from all sources
within his reach, and also any one interested in
agricultural matters will naturally enough be
induced to communicate to him their opinions
and suggestions, it appears to me that the Agri-
cultural Journal is, perbaps, the best vehicle
available for such communication, inasmuch as
each and all may express, through it, to him
their opinions and suggestions, as in a general
way, but which he can select and work out for
the greatest possible good. In this view, not-
withstanding an aversion to appear in public
print, a sense of duty to the interest I feel in
agricultural matters constrains me to submit a
few remarks on the crude notionsand nltra views
published in the Journal from time to time on
ploughing and ploughing matches. Being a
regylar reader, I have observed with interest
what opinions have been elicited under the sig-
natures of ploughmen and others on the subject,
nor, from a letter in the February number of
1852, does the contrariety of opinions on the
sbject of ploughing and ploughmaking appear
likely to be soon seitled in the columns of the

AL AR,

z’\mlcultnmlJourn'xl There are men who have,
in the old country, studicd the construction of
ploughs, and the fittest manner of ploughing,
from all the means availablo of sciemitic know-
ledge, combined with practical experience and
extensive cbservation, so as to have laid the
subject on the shelf as exhausted, as a fixed
principle and as unalterable as any of the pro-
positions of Enclid. But these isolated persons
capable of kuowing and judging in the matter
scientifically and pxattlc'\lly, have been moving
in too low a sphere in the agricultural com-
munity to make their observations of any avail
to those well-wishing individuals, who write
more from theory than practical experience on
the subject. In the field, ploughmen are borne
down and nonplussed by oflicials, whose author-
ity in influencing decisions is tantamount to the
deference due to common sense and experience.
The ploughman may be sonnd in his views,
though he may be wholly incapable of express-
ing himself so as to keep his ground aguinst a
lawyer’s reasomng, cress-questioning, and ridi-
cule. Let usreview some of the unintelligent
eruditions of the Journal of February ult., on the
subject in question,
on the point of making competitars adhere tothe
speed exacted, there appears to me an inconsis-
teney of principle, which, if carried to the extent
that may be inferred from the importance they
attach to speed, would ultimately defeat the
purpose that these matches are designed to ef-
fect, namely, chiefly imprevement in the are of
ploughing, and, indirectly, agriculture generally.
It is of some importance to notice that the cry
for speed be kept subordinate to filness, at the
same time, “ what is well done is soon done,”
and also ““ the more hurry the less speed, like the
tailor with the long thread.*> Certainly there is
a speed to be exacted fitting the occasion, But
in the light of the object to be attained—¢¢ the
general good, and the improvement and encour-
agement of agriculture,” I hold that more time
than is necessary atevery day work at home
should be aliowed. There are such proprieties
as special things for special purposes, and pre-
parations to ensure general effects. If the
ploughing done at matches were, from exac-
tions inconsistent and incompatible with theic
object, no better done than in every-day work at
home, they would have little effect indeed in
improving either the art of ploughing or agricul-.
ture in general. The chief object of matches is

From the degree of talk

.
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to exhibit the best specimens of ploughimanship,
and how, but by labor and study, of observation
and practice, are these specimens produced?
And how, but by superior specimens, could the
art of suitable ploughing be advanced? - The
excellence and superiority of any thing implies
preparation and time. And since real excel-
lence cannot be attained without exertion and
enough of time, therefore, let what will be said
of those who do take a long time to their work,
they will, if best, not only be awarded the prizes,
but must, in the light of the object of such
gatherings, be considered the most useful plough-
man also. IN THIS viEW, I hold that the plough-
man who produces the most perfect specimen,
without regard to the time he may have taken
at all, has done more to the progress of the ob-
ject professedly desired, than a host of others
below mediocrity, and more entitled to com-
mendation by far, than he whom some would
entitle to the premium from the grounds of use-
fulness upon his employer’s farm. You may
rest assured that the man who has acquired the
skill to excel his fellows in ezcellence, can also
.descend to any degree of inferiority to satisfy
his master; as to usefulness and the difference
of the two is, that while the ene from his study
and skill can reetify impediments to the case of
himself and horses, the other is floundering
away in darkness ard annoyance that he cannot
repair.

Speed and perfection in lea ploughing are com-
paratively a contradiction in terms, and there is
a degree of speed also which entails on it the
very reverse of speed, as ¢ they that gofast can-
not go long.’' A certain measured pace com-
bines the greatest speed that strength can main-
tain. I have now, I think, said nearly enough
to show that there is a degree of proportion and
time needed for match ploughing to attain the
perfection desired, which the allowarce of every
day work cannot meet, *just as in the business

.of debate the heavy artillery of prepared speeches
.often do greater execution than the fire-arris’
skirmishings of extemporaneous warfare.”” In
.one communication it is impossible to do jus-
‘tice to your space and the subjec’, but I will
‘notice a few of the objections and suggestions on
the subject in your nextnumber. In the matter
of ploughing,.the question has rothing to do with
-the manner it is done in, nor the power required
‘t.0 accomplish it. The question is, we want
,good ploughing, and .ow can it be attained?

Thereare in the ploughing of grass land essential
things which require certain means to obtain
them, and as itis certainlyfoolishness to increase
the laboriousness from draught beyond what is
absolutely indispensable to that kind of plough-
ing for good husbandry, it is also as foolish to
sacrifice utility against the objection of a few
stones of draught for the horses. My choice at
least is, the most essentiul kind of good ploughing,
Tegardless of all draught. Let the plough be a
proper one, and a good ploughman will inevi-
tably bring it to work on the least dranght
possible.

The setting of the irons, especially the rising
of the feather of the sock, increases the draught
certainly, but the increase of draught from this
cause does not necessarily make the ploughing
very laborious. This may appear strange with-
out an explanation, which explanation will show
that, if everything is correct, Ihis increase
of draught makes the ploughing less laborious for
the horses. A plough with a flat sock may be
as heavy in weight as one with a raised sock,
from otl.er and different causes, and we may be
deceived by asophism, which makes us take
that for a cause wkhich is only concomitant. The
relative diaughts of three different styles of
ploughing will be seen by these indications from
the dynanometer. A flat obtuse cut furrow, from
45° downwards, shows in a furrow of 8 inches
by 6 inches a weight of 18 stones ; a square cut
furrow, 8} inches by 5} inches, at 45°, 22 stones
weight ; an acute high-set cutting trim, all above
45°, of 7 inches by 53, 24 stones. From these
comparative staternents of draught, it is plain
that the draught is greatly increased, but with-
out such increases of draught it is impossible to
plough lea land to perfection. But I have said
that it can be explained why this increase
draught is not laborious, and the constant pres-
sare gained by the means which inereases the
draught, and by which the perfection of the
work is attained, provides the horses with steady
resistance that is perfectly awanting in the ob-
tuse kind of plonghing, and ¥ hich is the cause
of horses going worse in the plough of ligt:
draught than in one of the highest trim and the
heavier draught, It is invariably the case that
the worst plough is comparatively lighter in
draught than that of the best working plough on
the sarme ground, and the horses tell by their
going forward with a steady measured pace that
they like it better, whereas change the trim of
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plough so that it takes not a hold of the furrow,
which will reduce the draught a fifth, ‘he horses
will immediately shew their resentinent by un-
equal movement forward. According to the
nature ofthe land, the objections of each plough-
ing shallow or deep, as he lists, might be the
very best rules to ensure ¢ model ploughing,”
and, therefore, according to circumstances, a
scale to plough by, and scrupulous attention to it,
to entitle to prizes, might be rules to ensure the
worst of ploughing, the very contrary of what
model ploughing, in the best sense of the term,
onght to be. Take the case of the land at the
last provincial match at Varenues last fall. If
there had been dimensions of furrow given, and
the execution of them insisted on, as alone en-
titling to prizes, the ridges would have had any-
thing but 2 model appearance, and would have,
from their concavity of sutface, been in the worst
possible form for hatrowing, and the best possi-
ble for holding water in the crown or middle of
the ridge. The greater portion of the land was in
a form, being high crowned ridges, the most
unsuitable for crown and furrow plonghing, and
wae better adapted for what is called paired land.
Take the first and second prize Jots plyughed
by Thomas Hodge and Matthew Hutchison.
Perhaps the cause of the second prize not being
first was from the fact of his crown furrows being
of a size with the whole of his ridges ; or, in other
words, if he had strength of horses (for M. H.
knew well the imp-opriety of a hollow crown)
to have enabled him, as his neighbour rival, T.
H., had, to raise, by size of furrow, the crown
to a suitable height for the proper curvature of
the ridge, which would just exactly be contrary
to the rules of a given scale, their places might
have been changed in the lic* of premiums,
while the ploughing would have had more of a
model character, and just because of not paying
the attention exacted to scales of dinensions. The
superiority of ploughing cannot be shackled to
one point, however excellent that point may be ;
it must be judged as a whole, under a combina-
tion of points, which are included in the term
Sfitness.

It is only from this being a stormy day that I
have got the chance to hurriedly pen these very
imperfectly expressed remarks, at the eleventh
hour of the end of this month. I can only at
present say respecting wheel ploughs, that to
invite them into competition with the iron swing
plough, which experience has found out to be

the most fit by far of all others in use, is the re-
vival of absolute things, and as ridiculous as the
revival of things that were to the substitution of
all that makes the contrast of the lot of the
ancient nobleman with the modern laborer, in
the discoveries of mind over matter, the annihi-
lation of distance by electricity and steam, gas
light and lucifer matches, penny stamps and
acean postage, and such likes, that characterise
this utilitarian age.

If these remarks should in any degree propel
the cause they aim at, some other day’s storm,
or a day's rain, may provide the opportunity of
a renewal of points introduced, or that may be
elicited on the subject.

J. SrauscToN.

Pointe aux Trembles,

March 31, 1852.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Journal.

Sir,—If you find the following brief
remarks on green cropping suitable to give a
place in your valuable Journal, being always
willing to promote the cause of agriculture, they
are at your disposal.

The great necessity of Agricultural Societies
devoting more atteation to fallow or green crops,
to give greater abundance of winter keep, cattle
generally being so badly kept in this Province
throughout the winter, which is a great draw-
back for growth, milk, beef, or work. I may
say that green crops are the first step to good agri-
culture, it cleans the land, gives manure, and
rightly said, the mora cattle the more corn; if
each farmer would try less or more, they would
speedily feel the benefit therefrom, and instead
of Agricultural Societies giving the prizes for
the largest mangles, turnips, &e., appoint the
judges to go to the farms of the intending com-
petitors, and to judge the crops in the field, and
see how the land is cleaned and puiverized for
the succeeding crop, it being quite easy to raise
a few large rootsto take to the show, which
does not show what the crops are in the country,,
and are no way adapted for the advancement.
of agriculture. Farms of la-ge size for the first.
prize should have so many a.res of green crops,.
and so on for smaller ones in proportion, which
would be the best means of stirring up all parties
toincreased exertion. Secondly, with regard to.
the sowing of the seeds, they should always try
and get the best kinds, and all the seeds.
should be steeped less or more, as it quick-
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ens the braird ; the sooner the plant comes to
the thinning point the better; the seeds or kind
should, if possible, be always those with the
most nutritive matter for fecding properties. A
great many farmers sow, for instance, white tur-
nips, which are not woith the labor ;1o prove this,
the following table will suffice. Analysis by
Sir Humphirey Davy :—

Muirlage Saccharine Gluten or Extract Tota of
or Sturch, Matter, Albumen, tive, Nutritive

Matter.

Vhite Turnips, 7 33 2 2 42
Swedish do., 9 51 2 2 G4
Cominon  Man-

gel Wurzel,.. 13 119 4 0 136

less than

Orange Globoe

Turnips, .... 253 1063 1 1 134
Sugar Beet, do,, 173 1263 1} 1 1463

Iwould recommend all green crops to be dibbled
or sown in bunches, rather than along the whole
drill; the advantages a2 the following :—you
can sow them at the exact distance you wish to
leave your crop; the seeds being all together, they
braird quicker, also come quicker into the state
for thinning, than when sown thinly on the
top of the drill, also the plants have more room
to spread to all sides, they are not so easily
destroyed by the fly, &ec., as when thinly sown,
they can be left 10 a greater size, and, when
thinned out, their growth is not checked in the
least; one plant left at each place, they are
also easier thinned and otherwise cleaned, com-
ing sooner to be thinned, the weeds are sooner
checked and kept down. I have succeedled
well, both in this country and Great Britain,
under the above system. I have grown about
seventy acres per annum, all dibbled or a rut
along the top of the drill, and the sower sowing
only at intervals, then rolling ; the young popula-
tion or the farmer’s children can easily be taught
to thin ang clean the green crop, while the
others are engaged in heavier work. I think
that without a more extensive cultivation of
-green crops it is quite wrong for Agricultural
Societies to encourage the improvement of cat-
tle, unless where abundance of keep for the
winter; and were Sucicties to assist and encour-
age the farmers of Luwer Canada iu the cultiva-
tion of said crops, as a .natter of course we
shovld =con progress in the improvement of
cattle. If you wish, I can give you a pattern of
@ turnip-sowing machine, which is well adapted
for all classes, and is got for 2 mere trifle, and

s

any one may sow with it. I got it made here by
a tinsmith for 74d. I have encroached too much,
and [ am,
TYour obedient servant,
J. DRYSDALE.

We willingly give insertion to the above
letter of Mr. Drysdale, and shall be glad to
hear from him again. We shall also be
much obliged to him for a pattern of his tur
nip-sowing machine. 'We approve highly of
his method of dropping the seed at intervals,
and have adopted that plan for some time
past.  Mr. Drysdale has placed in our hands
several testimonials of character and ability
as an agriculturist, and we had an opportunity
of sceing the farm he had the management of
last fall, and the drill crops did him great
credit. If any gentleman should require the
services of a practical agriculturist, Mr. Drys-
dale would, we are convinced, give satisfac-
tidn. Ile has stated to us that he shall be
disengaged the 1st of May next, and the
testimonials placed in our hands can be seen
by any party wishing to engage him.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Journal.

Sir,—I take the liberty of enquiring through
the columns of your highly useful and valuable
Journal, what breeds of neat cattle are best
adapted for the dairy husbandry of Lower Canada.
By answering the above at an early date you

will much oblige
Your most obedient servant,
A YOUNG FARMER.

St. Foy Road, Quebec, 15th April, 1852.

In reply to* a young farmer” as to the
best breed of neat cattle for dairy husbandry
in Canada, we must say there isa greatdiffer-
ence of opinion. As regards our own experi-
ence, we would prefer cows produced froma
cross of the Ayrshire or Devon bull,and a
goud description of Canadian cows to any
other breeds. With a short horned bull
I of moderate size, a cross might also be tried

with the Canadian cow. An old country far-
| mer will not be persuaded that a useful herd
of dairy cows might be sclected from Cana-
‘ dian catfle, but it is nevertheless true that
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they could. Canadian neat cattle have not a
fair chance. From the time of their birth they
are not kept in such a manner as to develope
fully their good qualities. They are always
mismanaged, no selections mode for breed-
ing, aud, in fact, there is no care taken to pre-
vent them from degenerating and hecoming
worthless. If a farmer happens to have a
heifer that has scarcely one good point for a
dairy cow, and breeds from her nevertheless,
how can he expect to have a useful stock,and
thisis the constant practice. We feel persuaded
that, ifa farmer wished for a profitable herd of
dairy cows, he could not do vetter than endea-
vour to select the best young Canadian cows
he could find, and not to be deterred from hav-
ing the best for three or four dollars in the
price of each, then to procure a good descrip-
tion of Ayrshire, Devon, or moderate-sized
short horned bull, and, from such a commence-
ment a useful dairy stock might soon be obtained
for an ordinary farmer. We do not, however,
sce any objection to agriculturists who might
be desirous of having a more showy stock, se-
lecting them from larger and favorite breeds.
No doubt such breeds may be profitably kept
where they can be carefully attended to, but
we shouid not be acting candidly with our
Correspondent if we did not tell him the sort
of dairy stock we would think preferable for
a young farmer. It has been generally admit-
ted, that it is more prudent and profitable to
endeavour to improve a native stock of neat
cattle by selection and crossing, than to intro-
duce a new breed altogether. We do pre-
tend to know some of the good points of dairy
cows, and we take upon usto say, that a Ca-
nadian cow, of good quality, has many of these
good points. These cows may be of a small size,
but by seleetion, good keep, and a judicious
cross with a bull not over large in the com-
mencement, this size might be increased to al-
most any point desired ; but it should be done
gradually, or the form of the animal will be
imperfect. When attempts have been made to
improve the Canadian neat cattle. the most pro-
per means have not been adopted for accom-
plishing that object. There has not been

any attention given to select the best Cana-
dian cows, or cross with a moderate-sized
bull, and a great disparity in the size of an-
imals will seldom produce perfection or ex-
cellence of form in the progeny. We hope
these few remarks will be kindly received by
“ a young farmer,” and by other agriculturists
who may be of a different opinion in regard to
dairy stock. We submit our convictions,
and we know that they agree with the expe-
rience of some other practical farmers of our
acquaintance.

To the Editor of the Agriculiural Journal.

Dear Sir,—Perhaps you will be kind enough
o insert in an early number of your excellent
Joumnal, your opinion regarding the breed of
white cattle, and if the color only is any fault
in the animal, provided the other points ate good.

Yours,
AN Apmirer oF Wurte CaTiLE.

St. Foys, District of Quebec, 17th April, 1852,

In reply to “ An admirer of white cattle,”
we beg to state, that, although we have had a
white cow occasionally that was easy kept
and gave alarge quantity of milk, we would not
give the preference to catile of that color ge-
nerally. The white cows we Irad were not pure
Durham, or short horned, but. had a cross of
that breed, and were of a moderate size. The
most esteemed color in England, for bulls of
the short horned breed, is roan, and whatever
the breed or cross, we should prefer rorn, or
red, with a few white spots, to either white or
black, or a mixture of these latter colors.
‘We may be prejudiced as regards color, be-
cause the best cattle we have ever seen were
not of pure white or black color. No doubt
we shall occasionally meet with fine animals
of every color, and, therefore, we would not
take upon us to say that the color being
white would be any fault in the animal, pro-
vided the other points were good, though
we should have a strong objection to a white
bull, or one that had much white, as they are
apt to get a large proportion of white calves.
Color is one of the points that is considered to
constitute perfection in neat cattle, and that
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color should not be white. 'We would have no
objection to a good white cow among others,
but we should not fancy a herd of that color,
however good.

To the Editor of the Agricultural Journal.

Sir,—Considering the rearing of sheep of great
importance to this country, and being convinced
that the system, usually in practice, may be very
much improved, and to the great advantage of
the Farmers, I shall not allude to the race most
approved.

It is universally admitted that the climate of
Lower Canada is not unfavorable to the raising

of sheep. . )
I think they should not be permitted to go with

cattle or horses, but should be provided tith
separate dry pasture in sammer. They will do
best without water except the dew and rain,
will fatten best inthat way, and will enrich their
pasture by their manure. For the winter, they
should have a separate enclosure with a high
board fence and a shed to shelter them from the
storms, open to the south-west, with a perpen-
dicular rick and manger, that the hay seed and
leaves should not mix with theirwool. Letthem
be regularly and liberally fed with good, fine,
sweet hay, occasionally a little roots, oats, &e. ;
oil-cake mealis very good, especially to increase
themilk of theewes. Takespecial care to keep
an exact account of the date when the ram js
put to the Ewes; put him not to all in one day,
5o that you will kuow the time the ewes will
lamb; provide a warm, well-littered room, into
which the ewes must be put a few days before
they lamb; they should be well fed, give them
a portion of oil-cake meal for food ten days before
they will lamb. Let the lambs come early in
March, when, with this care and fool, the ewes
will have plenty of milk, and the lambs will be
strong and healthy ; they will get so good a start
when the pasturage comeson and have the whole
summer before them, they will be large in the
fallandso well able toendure the following winter,
that they will be betterthanthe year old sheep,
-and, by fattening and selling the poorest and
weakest of the breeders, the whole race will be
greatly improved and the profit of the farmer in~
creased. The expense of rearing sheep in this
manner is ve.y little 1aore than the usual one;
the principal difference is the care and providing
separate accommodatioi.

By adopting the above method, the profit will

be increased four-fold above what it is by the
present system of keeping sheep.

By the present general management of sheep,
the farmer’s pecuniary interest will remain sta-
tionary, but, by the plan proposed, in a few
years he will find his soil more productive, his
sheep much more valuable, and his finances in a
better state.

Tur Farmers’ Friexp.
" Montreal, 20th April, 1852.

We request attention to the above letter.
We know several farmers who have good
sheep, and manage them excecdingly well
though we regret to say, the vast majority act
differently.

W, Evans, Esa., Secretaryof the Lower Canada
Agricultural Sociely.

Dear Sir,—Your favor of March 31st was
duly read, and noticed with much pleasure, and
would have been replied to immediately, but for
a severe attack of lung fever, from which I am
just, recovering, and am only able to write with
a tremulous hand.

You will please tender to your Board of Direc-
tors my very grateful acknowledgments for the
honor they have been pleased to confer in clect-
ing me an Honorary Member of your Agricultural
Society.

You say it is the wish of your Board to culti-
vate intimate relations with the New York So-
ciety. In reply, I beg to infom you and them
that the feeling is heartily reciprocal with our
Executive Board, as well as all our principal
Agriculturists in the State. Itis only by inter-
change of views on the various Agricultural in-
terests, that we can hope to perfect 2 systematic
and scientific course of profitable Agriculture.

Your iransactions accompanying your letter
have been read with much satisfaction, and X
am highly pleased with your views of District
School and Model Farm. I regard such institu-
tions of incalculable interest and importanes to
the great Agricultural interest of our country.
We have been long struggling for a similar
state institation, which has been recommended
by a commission appointed by the Governor, of
which I have the honorof being 2 member. I
am in hopes of getting 2 Law passed this Ses-
sion of our Legislature, making a suitable ap-
propriation for the same. Wae are also about
organizing a national Agricultural Society, and
of which I shall hope for great benefit to arise.
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At some future period when my health will per-
mit, I will give you my views more fully upon
various subjects connected with Agricultural
interests, and shall be most happy to cuntinue an
interchange of views and sentiments with you.
For the present permit me to subscribe myself .
with sentiments of respect,
your obedient servant,
H. WAGER.
Westernville, 12th April, 1852,

ROYAL AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF
ENGLAND.

Datr Y MaANAGEMENT AND MLk Pans.—Captain
Stanly Carr in the year 1839 favored the Socicty
with a series of valuableand interesting observations,
on the Rural Economy of North Germany, and especi-
ally on that of the Duchies of Schleswig, Holstein, and
Lauenburg, in the latter of which his own estate lay.
These observations, founded on his own extended
personal experience, were printed in the first volume
of the Society”s Journal (pp. 121—134 and 371—387),
the first series of them being honored by the award of
the Gold Medal of the Society. In those cominunica-
tions, Captain Carr makes_the following remarks on
the milk-cellars, dairy-maids, and milk-pans, which
we select on this occasion, as having immediate
reference to the statement made by Captain Carr to
the Council at this Meeting, and to the discussion by
which that statement was followed :

il Cellars.
Thesize and siteof the milk cellarare esteemed by the
Holsteiner as matters of first-rate importance : it ought
1o front the north; be shaded from the southern sun .
by rows of trees—elder being especially selected for ;
this purpose, and, indeed, placed if possible near the
windows, on account of their influence in keeping off

{

the insect tribes; and a thatched projecting roof is
preferred, affording greater protection from the heat :
while, in choosing tue site, peculiar care is taken to
place the dairy beyond the reach of every thing calcu-
lated to generate bad odours, or in any way taint the
atmosphere.  The size of the milk cellar must neces-
sarily be regulated by the number of cows, but it
should always be calculated to contain the produce
of four milkings; and as the milk dishes unsually
occupy a space of two feet square, the produce of 100 |
cows, giving on an average 8 quarts per day (a large
average for the cows of this country throughout the .
year), wonld fill 50 milk dishes at each milking. and |
wouid require a ground surface of 500 square fect, as
the milk‘%lishos are invariably placed on the floor, the
amount of cach milking a little apart ; and there must
unavoidably be spaces’ left, to cnable the dairymaids
to go throngh their various operations of skimming,
sieving, and removing cream, &c.  The floor, though
sometimes flagged, is more generally of brick, ncatly
fitted, so that no water may lodge in the joints; and
always genily inclined, with a grated opening atthe
lower end, to facilitate the mopping an \vas?xing of
the floor, which is never omitted to be done twice a-
day, notwithstanding that every avoidable impurit,

is carefully guarded against, and cvery drop whic

may fall at the time of the milk being strained, is
instanily wiped up. A great improveraent has been
recently made in some newly-arranged dairics, by i
dividing the floor into compartments with brick ledges,

from three to four inches high, between wbich the I

1 facilitated })E

milk dishes stand; aud the compartments (the lower
extremity of which is fitted with a small sluice) being
filled, by means of a pump, with cold water twice a-

. day, the milk is preserved so cool as to prevent all

arpro:xch toacidity for several hours longer than when
placed on a dry floor ; thusaffording, even during the
summer solstice, sufficient time for a coreplete sepa-
ration of the milk and cream, without which the full
proportion of butter cannot be obtained.  For effec-
tuating the same desirable result, ice is frequently
resorted to in sultry weather, either by drophing a
picce of pure ice in each milk pan, or by plucing a
pailful in the dairy; which by giving off its cold sen-
sibly lowers e atmospheric temperature. It is con-
sidered necessary that the milk cellar should be sunk
from three to four feet in the ground ; be from 16 to
18 fect high (the best bave an arched mof, as being
more conducive to coolness than boards) ; and be
furnished with two rows of windows (and, if possible,
on three sides, north, east, and west), to secure a tho-
rough air. The lower range consists of woode:
trellis-work, provided inside with gauze frames to
exclule insects, and outside with hanginyg shutters,
which can be lowered and elevated at pleasure. The
upper range is furnished with glasssashes when light
only is requisite, which are exchangzed for gauze
frames, when more coolness is desirable.
Duiry Muids.

The dairy-maids, besides milking, cleaning the
vessels, &c., work in the garden in summer, spin in
winter, and wash, bake, brew, and cook for their
own establishment, under the superintendence of the
upper dairy woman, who is by far the most important
personagc in it, ason herskill, attention, and diligence
depend, in great neasure, both the quantity and qua-
lity, and, by conscquence, the profit of the produce.
She must not only thoroughly wunderstand, but
accurately observe, the moment when the milk
should be creamed; the degree of acidity it must
attain in the cream-barrels; its temperature, whether
requiring the addition of warm or cold water to the
churn, as well as the all-important operations of
kneading, beating, saliing, and packing the butter.
She must not only be punctiliously clean herself in
person and work, but keep a stricteye over the clean-
liness and order of her subordinate maidens. In very
large dairies the upper woman has full employment
without milking, and needs the assistance always of
one, and sometimes of two, of the more experienced
dairy-naids. in butter and cheese making: butlin
snialler establishments she milks a certain number,

, wenerally 10 cows, while each of her subordinates

have 187 her wages are usually 55 to 60, that of her
chicf assistants 22, and that of the others 18 dollars
per annum.—During summer_the dairy people must
rise at three, and even two in the moming, if the
weather be very hot; for which they are indemnified
by two hours® sleep from one to three in the afternooa.
At four they commence milking, which takes place
in the field; and generally occupies two hours, At
the beginning of the season cach girl marks her own
cows, Ey tying 2 patticular colored ribbon round their
tails ; and in some places they adopt the precaution of
the milkers carrying a string, on which they casta
knot as each cotw issuccessively milked, thussecuring
againstone being forgotten. Asthe ficldsare large, an
often at a great distance, the transport of the milk is
the very simple contrivance of a long,
low, four-wheeled, one-horse waggon, in the side bars
of which strong iron hooks are inserted, at such dis-
tances that the milk-pails, containing from 30 to 40
quarts each, may swing tree of eachother; and these,
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though fii 4 nearly to the brim. are prevented spilling. | the olass is dark bottle-green, transparent, and

notwithsta, ling many a rude jolt over the rough and
often deeply-rutted road, by uwiely havuis thi pieces
of wood, about the size of a dinser-plate. floating on
the surface; a practice, indecd. uanvorsal m these
countries, when pails with any Lawd wre carried
even in the hand.

Milk Pass.

The milk when brought to the doivy is irnmediat v
strained through a hair-sieve into the vessels, whether
of wood, earthenmware, copper tinned. zine, cast-iron
(lined with a china-like compasition). or wlacs piaced
in rows on the floor. All these different kinds of
utensils have heen tried with various success, in the
hope of discoverng how, in hot weather, more espe-
cially when a thunder-storm is gatherinz, the milk
can be gnarded against a too early acidity ; for, as it
is a fixed and invariable rule that the cream must be
removed from the milk before the latter wets at all
sour. and an equally established fact that all theoily
particles cannot be obtained in a shorter period than
36 hours, vessels in which, during sultry and espe-
cially damp weather, the milk could be kept the due
tume, are a great desideratum. As yet, however,
there reigns much diversity ofopinion on the subject ;
and shailow wooden vessels, as nearly as possible
equally wide at top and bottom, containing when
full about eight quarts, but in which during summer
seldom more than six quarts are poured, are in most
general use. They have, however, some disadvan-
tages, of which the chiefis the great difficulty and
the consequent labor and close attention requisite
to remove all acidity (which in some states of the
atmosphere is almost unavoidable). and which, pene-
trating the pores of the wood, sometimes resists all
the patient scrubbing —first with hot water and small
birch scrubbers, and secondly with boiline water and
a hard round brush made of pigs? bristles (with which
every hair’s-breadth 1s carefully polished over), so
that the despairing dairymaid is compelled to resort
to washing in a ley of wood ashes. or boilirg. or even
scorching over Lighted chips, followed by countless
rinsings in pure spring water. To diminish in some
measure this labor, the plan of painting the milking
pails and dishes with a preparation of cinnabar, linseed
oil, and litharge, has been adopted by the milk-
venders in towns, and in some country dairies, Not
only, however, is the expense considerable, as the
vessels must be finished off with peculiar care, and
require to get three coats of the composition at first,
and one yearly afterwards. but the milk for some days
after they are brought into use has a perceptible taste
of paint.  The tinned copper milk-pans are very
costly, and must be carefully watched, lest they should
require re-tinning. The zincare as yetlittle known,
and the assertion of their effect in” better severing
the cream from the milk not sufficiently proved. The
cast iron, lined with enamel, though assuredly durable
and very clean, seem too expensive ; and the glass
have many opponents on account of their brittleness,
and the vague notions respecting glass and electricity
nducing the 1dea that if the electric fluid get into the
milk, 1t cannot get out agamn! Whereas, as it is
ascertained that it always attaches itself to a conduc-
tor, and, in the absence of anything more attractive,
runs along the surface, it is more likely that the milk
should be protected in glass, which is a nan-conduc-
tor, than in any othersubstance. In my dairy, which
contuns upwards of 180 cows. the glass vessels have
been used for four years; and I give them a decided

reference over all others.  Their form is guod,
eing 16 inches broad at the top ard 12 at thebottom :

perfectly smooth, about one-eighth of an inch thick,
and provided with a rounded rim “at the upper edge,
which makes it easy to retain a safe hold of them
aven when full. They contain eight quarts, but
never receive more than six.  They cost8d. a-piece;
and their durability may be estimated by the fact that,
to »neanrave carefulness, each dairymaid is allowed
one dollar per annum extra, as pan money, being bound
at the same time to pay 10d. for each one she breaks;
vet hitherto no girl has broken to the extent of her
dolfar. It is self-evident that acidity cannot be
communicated to glass; and the ease and rapidity
with which they are cleaned, requiring merely to be
fiest washed with lukewarm water, then rinsed in
cold water and placed in a rack to dry, effect such a
saving in fuel and labor (diminishing the number of
our dairymaids by at least two), that the less quantity
of hutter obtained, supposing (which I by no means
concede) that the milk, during a few wecks in sum-
mer. does sour sooner, and consequently throws up less
eream in glass than in wood, is more than compensat-
ed by the lessened expense of the establishment; not
1o mention the great advantage of attaining the indis-
pensable cleanliness and purity of the vessels with
more certainty, because at a less expenditure of time
and tronble. ~Although it is an ascertained and unde-
niable fact that the q¢ lity of butter depends much
on the nature of the pasture, the locality of the dairy,
the universally pre.ailing cleanliness of the whole
manatement, and very essentially on the purity of
the water employed. still I ascribe much of the repu-
tation which our butter hasof late yearsenjoyed (and
which is verified by our obtaining at all seasons one
penny per pound above the market price in our neigh-
}l)pxllrhood) to the bereficial introduction of glass milk-
ishes.

Captain Stanly Carr commenced his statement to
the Council, by expressing his regret at finding. that
although the glass milk-pans (similar to those referred
to in his communications to the Journal, and which
had been sent by him to the Society fromn Germany
some years ago, 2t the sugzestion of Sir John William
Lubbock) could be obtained on the continent at 8d.
each, they had not been made in England iu the first
ins'ance at less than Zen times that price, nor, even
after the duty on glass had been removed, could be
obtained by the English farmner at less than_scven
times the charge made for them by the orixinal forcign
manufacturers to the native cultivators of the soil 1n
Germany. It was true, thatin the first instance
only the finest flint-glass was used in England for the
Kurposc; while, afterwards, light green bottle-glass

ad been emplayed; and he believed that superior
quality in the glass was the plea urged by the manu-
facturers asa justification for the enormous dispropor-
tion between the English and the German charges
for these respective milk-pans. Butwithout waiting
to enquire whether the difference in the glass would
make the difference in the pricesdemauded, he would
say that the dark-green bottle-glass of Germany was
quite sufficient for the purpose required, having a
vitreous hardness and strength quite equal to the soft-
er flint glass, into the cemposition of which a larger
proportion of lead entered. The object to be attained
was to get the manufacturers of England to make for
the English farmer as cheap and good an article as
the poorer, but no less patriotic, manufacturers in the
pine-forests of Germany were so ready and reasonable
as tomake for the farmers of that country. The glass-
pans, too, made in England, were cast in a different
shape from the German ones Capt. Carr had seot over;
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he regretted this also, as the dimensions adupted in
Germiny W :re the result of much trial and combined

ed for dairy purposes. The German pans were of a
regular sha,e and of unitorm thickuess ; the English
ones were of the same depth and cupacity. but nar-
rower at the bottom, wider and shallower over the
sides, and irregular in the thickuess of the glass in
difierent parts; these circumstances in the English
pans considerably affecting their strength, conve-
nience, manipulation, and economical arrangement in
the space of the dairy, as well as the equable rising
of the cream from the body of the milk, and its clear
detachment from the shallow sides of the pan. He
had considered that this country stood the first and
foremost ; not only in its public spirit, but in the un-
rivalled skill of its manufacturers; and that he had
only to send over fromm Germany a few specimens of
the glass dairy pans, found there to be so economical
and effective, to have them at once manufactured in
England at an equal if not a lower rate for the use of
the English purchaser. He did not, he must confess,
expect disappointment in this object, in which he felt
a warm desire to testify his regard to the agriculture
of his native country ; much less to be told, as he had
been. that the Enalish manufacturers did not think it
worth their attention to make a cheap article of com-
moner but sufficiently good glass, while they could be
justified in demanding seven times the price for a
similar article in glass of a nominally higher value,
though for the purpose in question not of superior
quality. Captain Carr then stated to the Council the
origm of his adoption of the ¢lass milk pans. He paid
a visit, about the year 1835.10 a dairy situate on
the borders of Mecklenburgh-Strelitz and Pomerauia,
and was particularly struck with the sweetness of
the dairy in that bad butter-making district, so near
the low sandy swamps of the Oder and the Baltic.
On examination and inquiry, he found that the most
scrupulous cleanliness reigned in every department of
the Jairy, and he there saw for the first ime the milk
placed n glass pans. The dairy-woman informed
him that they were made at a cheap rate at the glass-
houses in the pine-forests of the district, and that
while wooden vessels had to be boiled to thoroughly
cleanse them and remove acidulated matter from
every crevice, these glass pans wereat once rendered
sweet and clean by simple washing with a sponge.
Captain Carr found that these glass pans, such as the
one then placed on the council table, being one of those
originally sent by him to the Society. could be pur-
chased at sixpence sterling each, at the glass-house.
and conveyed to his own dairy 180 miles distant for
two-pence more, making the total price only eight-
pence.  He ordered in the first instance 20 of
these pans for trial. and found them answer so well
that he soon ordered 30U more.  The usual objection
to their use was their apprchended brittleness ; but
glass pans of the thickness those were made of were
not found to break so easily as had beensupposed. At
first he allowed a sum of money to his dairy-woman
to cover this breakage; butit was found by expe-
tience, that in a dairy of 180 cows, the actual loss by
breakage never exceeded 3s. 6d. annually. He had
the satisfaction to find that his neighbours gradually
adopted these glass pans in their respective dairies.
Being anxious not to be foiled in his attempt 2o place
the same advantage within the reach of the humblest
cottage farmer in Eugland, he had determined, after
finding that the English manufacturers would not

experience, and would be found to be those best suit- ’

think it worth their while to produce the cheap article
sequired, to ascertain at what price the original Ger-

man milk-pans could be imported into this coun!r{;
anl the result of his inquiry was, that they coull he
supplied in any quantity, and, including all chanzes
of every kind, could be sold in London at a price bet-
ween one and two shillings. Uatil the arrangem x°5
and calculations were completed the exact price could
not be fixed; butit was hoped thatit migat be
reduced to 1s. Gd., or even 1s. 4d., for cach glass pan.
Captain Carr stated that the great object of the Ger-
man dairy management was to present the milk turn-
ing sour, to maintain throughout the milk cellar an
equable temperature of 60° Fahrenheit, to place the
milk-pans on the floor, to allow the continuous asce ui
of the air from the floor to the ceiling, and out of the
upper windows, and keep the milk aslong as jossibie
in the pans before skinnning. It was found that the
last object was more effectnally attained in the glass
milk-pans than in any oh'r; and it was supposed
that the perfect state of insulation, in which the milk
was placed by so perfect a nen-conductor as glass,
prevented the passage of atmospheric electiseity
through it, and the production of that acid nutter
which so constantly resulted under ordinary circum-
stances on changes of temperature and during thunder-
storms. o rapidly indeed did milk turn sour und.r
such circumstances, that the dairy-maids had often
been obliged to get up in the middle of the night to
prevent it by churning.—-Colonel Challoner had been
informed that the depth of the milk in the pan ouzht
to be less in proportion to its richuess in cream.—
Captain Carr had found as the result of thirteen years’
experience that not more than four or five quarts of
ordinary milk oughttobe putin a glass circular pan,
such as the one then before the Council, sixteen inches
in diameter at the top, and twelve at the bottem—
Mr. Raymond Barker remarked that different cows,
according to the locality, were applied by the farmer
to different purposes.—Lord Berners inquired how
often the milk was skimnied in Germany, and he-v
long it remained before skimming.—Captain Cucr
replied, that they never skimmed the same mulk but
ouce, and then not until it had stood at least thivty -
six hours; but the longer it could be kept before
skimming, at 60 degs. F., without becoming sour,
the greater in proportion, to a certain extent, was e
amount of cream obtained.

Fraxseep 1N Reaning Carves.—In feeding
calves on crushed flaxseed it should be made
into jelly, by mixing it with a little cold water,
and then pouring it iuto a boiler of boiling water,
in the proportion of one 1b. to six or eight quarts
of water, and boiled about twenty minuies.
When nearly cold it should, if too thick, be di-
luted to the consistence of thin gruel, by the ad-
dition of warm water, and given to tne calves
milk-warm ; it should be given inthe beginning
to the calves in very small quaidities, mixed
with their milk, and gradually increased in

uantity as they become accustomed to it, and
the milk gradually withdrawn, when they may
be wholly fed on the linseed jelly without milk.
The seed contains much oil ; and if given in too
great quantity, is likely to purge the calves.
The linseed-cake having the oil extracted, is
said 1o be better, on this account, than the pure
seed. The calves, according to age, &e., will
require from } Ib. to2 1bs. daily; and it will be
an improvement to substitute bean-meal for part
of the broised gaxseed.



144

AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL.

NEW OXFORD; RAMS.
Exhibited at the Cattle Show of the Royal English Agricuitural Society, at Northampton,
where they obtained the first Prizes of £40, and £30, as the best Long Woolled Raxms,

not Leicester.
pensity to fatten.

This breed is of very large size, of good form, and have a great pro-
We give this illustration as a specimen of the breed.

CIRCULAR.

Str,—The Directors of the Lower Canada
Agricultural Society, anxious to employ all
the means in their power to promote the im-~
provement of agriculture throughout Lower
Canada, would be desirous to obtain the co-
operation of influential individuals in every
locality, to assist them in their endeavours to
accomplish this object. They would also be
anxious to put themselves in communication
with parties who have introduced a -gooud
system of husbandry, and who would be in-
duced to prevail on othersto introduce an
improved system in their respective localities.
They believe that it is by union and example
that our intelligent and laborious farmers
will be prevailed upon to give up their old
and superannuated modes of agriculture, and
adopt better, and such as are in accordance
with the numerous and important improve-
ments which have been lately introdu ed.
The discoveries and improvements of one
locality will be heard of in others where
they were not previeusly known, and may
excite 2 noble emulation among our rural

population, who need only such example and
stimulant in order to be equal to any other
rural population on this continent, and to
take that rank in the community to which
they are entitled. They therefore beg to
suggest to you, to organize in your p:}nsh an
Agricultural Committee of the most influen-
tial persons, who would be disposed to exert
themselves in the cause of Agricultural im-
provement. These parish Committees might
have it in their power to increase the num-
ber of subscribers to the Agricultural Jour-
nal, and take the duty upon them to collect
the subscriptions, and remit the amount to
the party who would be authorised to receive
them. They might also have a Secretary to
record interesting circumstances relating to
agriculture, and correspond, when necessary,
with the Directors of the Lower Canada
Agricultural Society, at Montreal. .

1f such a Committee should be organized,
I would beg of yun to have the goodness to
inform me of it, and apprise me from time to
time, of all that you may conceive would be
interesting to the Lower Canada Agricultu-
ral Society, and calculated to promote the
improvement of agriculture.




QP VT g i 4 <

A BORRIEIN A

s

ALK 2

SR RO

R T

o8 ONEL A

AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL.

145

With perfect confidence in your zeal and
good will, I have the honor to be,
Sir, your most obedient servant,
Wit Evans,
Sec. & Treas. L. C. A. S.
Montreal, May, 1852.

QUARTERLY MEETING OF THE L)WER
CANADA AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY.

Pursuant to written notices, addressed to
the Directors by the Secretary, the Quarterly
Meeting of the Directors took place at their
Rooms in this city, this day, at 11 o’clock.

Gentlemen present :—Hon. Adam Ferrie,
F. A. LaRocque, John Yule, J. Hurteau,
Dr. Leprohon, John Fraser, P. L. LeTour-
neux, L. A. H. Latour, J. Gilbault, and Wmn,
Evans, Isquires.

The Hon. Adam Ferrie, Vice-Presilent,
was called to the Chair,

The Secretary submitted several letters and
other documents, and the accounts for the last
three months were laid on the table.

1st. A memorandum from Major Campbell,
suggesting the expediency of sending a copy of
the Agricultural Journals, which contained the
proceedings at the Agricultural Congress, held
on the 10th of February last, to the address of
cach of the Presidents of County Agricultu-
ral Societies, with a request that they would
communicate their views cn the Resolutions

and Reports adopted at the Agricultural Con-

gress to this Society.

It was then proposed by P. L. LeTourneus,
Esq., seconded by Wm. Evans, Esq,:—

That copies of the Agricultural Journals,
containing the proceedings and Resolutions
adopted at the Agricultural Congress on the
10th of February last, be addressed to each
of the Presidents of County Agricultural So-
cieties, with a request that they  would
communicate theirviews on these subjectstothe
Directors of the Lower Canada Agricultural
Society.—Adopted.

2. Letter from the Hon. James Morris,
Prdmaster General, in reply to a letter ad-
dressed to that gentleman, relative to the post-
age on the French Agricultural Journal, re-
questing that postage might not be charged,
until a correct list of subseribers could be

made out, to which the Postmaster General
very kindly acceded.

3rd. Letter from John R. Lambly, Esq.,
President of the County Megantic Agricultu-
ral Society.

4th. Letter from John Eden, Esq., Presi-
dent of the County of Gaspé Agricultural So-
ciety, No. 2.

5th. Letter from H. L. Langevin, Esq.,
Quebee, a Director of the Lower Canada
Agricultural Suciety, to which the Secretary
was instructed to reply, when it would be as-
certained whether Mr. Cherrier would ar-
range for the publication of the Journal.

6th. Letter from M. Bibaud, Esq., Mon-
treal, respecting the publication of the pro-
ceedings of the Lower Canada Agricultural
Society in other newspapers, previous to their
publication in the Agricultural Journal, and
recommending, as a member of this Society,
that this practice should be discontinued.

It was accordingly proposed by F. A. La-
Rocque, Esq., seconded by Johu Yule, Esq.,
and passed unanimously :—

That all Resolutions and Reports adopted
at any future meetings of the Lower Canada
Agricultural Society, or of the Directors,
shall be handed to the Secretary, and filed
by him, with the records of the Society,
for future reference, and all such Resolutions
and Reports shall be first published in the
Agricultural Journals of the Society, before
they are given for publication in any other
newspaper, uniess there is a special order to
the contrary, at any particular meeting.

Proposed by L. A. H. Latour, Esq., and
seconded by the Hon. Adam Ferrie :-——

That each individual me.nber of this So-
ciety be requested to consider what books, if
any, he can spare from his private collection,
and make them more extensively useful by
adding them to the Library of the Society,
and that he be requested to deposit them asa
gif, or under such conditions as he may see
fit—Adopted.

Proposed by John Yule, Esq., and seconded
by A. Kierskowski, Esq.:—

That Messrs. LeTourneux and Latour be
authorised to accept the terms offered by
Messrs. Cherrier and Rowan, 16 print the
Agricultural Journals, by a Notarial Act, for
one or five years, and to collect such arrears
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as may be due to the Society, on such terms
as they may judge fit, with liberty to either
party to annul the agreement at the end of
each year by giving three months previous
notice.—Adopted. '

Proposed by A, Kierskowski, Esq., se-
conded by Dr. Leprohon, and adopted unani-
mously t—

That the thanks of the Directors of the
Lower Canada Agricultural Society are due
to L. A. H. Latour, Esq., for his meteorologi-
cal observations for Montreal, furnished for
the Agricultural Journal.

Proposed by L. A. H. Latour, Esq., se-
conded by John Yule, Esq. :—

That Henry Wager, Esq., of Oneida, S.
N. Y., President, and John Delafield, Esq., of
Oaklands, S. N. Y., Ex-President of the New
York State Agricultural Society, be elected
Honorary Members of the Lower Canada
Agricultural Society.—Adopted.

Proposed by L. A. H. Latour, Esg., se- ‘

conded by Wm. Evans, Esq.:—

That J. B. Trudelle, Esq., Secretary of the
County of Quebec Agricultural Society, and
Johnson, Esq., son of B. P. Johnson,
Esg., of Albanyr, be elected Corresponding
Members of the Lower Canada Agricultural
Society.—Adopted.

The Secretary was instructed to address
letters to the ger lemen elected Honorary and
Corresponding Members of the Society, ap-
prising them of the circumstance.

Proposed by P. L. LeTourneux, Esq., se-
conded by John Fraser, Esq. t—

That printed circulars in English and
French, be addressed to Agricultural Societies,
the Clergy and gentry throughout Lower Ca-
nada, soliciting their support to the Agricul-
tural Journals, and that these circulars be pub-
lished in the Agricultural Journals.— A dopted.

This being the first Wednesday of the
month, and consequently the day for the meet-
ing of the Committee for the Model Farm at
La Tortue, Mr. Ossaye, the superintendent of
the farm was present, and submitted his Re-
port for the last month, which was approved,
and handed to the Secretary to be filed.

It was then proposed by J. E. Gilbaui,
seconded by John Yule, Esq. :—

That Mr. Ossaye having demanded of the §
Committee what mode of culture they woul}
recommend to be adopted on the farm at [y
Tortue this year, regarding the probability of
the cessation of the tenure of the land on the
1st of September next. The Committee de-
cided that Mr. Ossaye should be at liberty 1 §
cultivate it to the best advantage for the So.
ciety, and for the proprietor.

The business of the day being concluded, a
vote of thanks was proposed to the Chairman, §
the Hon. Adam Ferrie, and passed unani. J§
mously. The meeting then separated.

By order,
Wi, EvaNs,
Sec. § Treas. L. C. A. §.

Montreal, 3rd March, 1852.

-~

The meeting of the Directors of the Lower
Canada Agricultural Society took place on
Wednesdey, the 7th day of April, 1852. Gen-
flemen present:—Alfred Pinsoncault, P. L,
LeTourneux, P. E. Leclere, H. A, L. Latour,
J. E. Gilbault, John Yule, and Wm. Evan,
Esquires. E:

P. L. LeTourneux, Esq., V.., having taken 8
the Chair, the Secretary submitted several
letters and other documents, and placed theac-
counts upon the table, :

It was proposed and unanimously resolved:— &
That, in future, the Directors of this Society i
meet at their rooms on the seccond Wednesday
of every month, that the Committee for the
Model Farm meet at the same time to transact
any busines connected with the Farm, and that
notice of these monthly meetings be given in
the Agricultural Journals each time they are
published, But, if a special meeting of Direc-
tors should be required, the Secretary shall ad-
dress written notices to each member of the
time and place of meeting,

It wasalso resolved :—That, on the second
Wednesday of this month, the 12th in-
stant, the Quarterly Meeting of the Suciety do
take place. J. G. Gilbault and Wm. Evans
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Bwere named as visitors to the Model Farm
at La Tortue for the month of April.
K Mr. LeTourncux reported that Mr. Cherrier
Hdeclined to undertaie the publication of the
i Acricultural Journals, until he would first
Hhave ascertained the actual subscribers; and
ghe, with Mr. Latour, thought it would be
Bexpedient to authorise Mr. Cherrier to visit
M the subscribers, and collect the subscriptions
¥ due for the Journals, for which he was to be
Hallowed 2 commission of twenty per cent.,
4and that arrangement was approved.
£ Several other matters were discussed by the
 Directors, and a resolution was proposed by
8 1. G. Gilbault, Esq., relative to the surrender
b of the Model Farm at La Tortue to the pro-
prietor, Alfred Pinsoneault, Esq., the consider-
tion of which was deferred to the next meet-
ng of Directors.
There being no more business to transact
he meeting separated.
By order,
War. Evans,

Sec. and Treas. L. C. A. S.

Montreal, 7th April, 1852.

bl

It is actually necessary to the improvement
B of agriculture that it should yield a reasonable
 return for the capital and labor employed,
f otherwise few men of education or wealth
g will be disposed to embark in the business,
B with a prospect of loss before them. There
is one fact that cannot be disputed, that agri-
K culture is necessary for the support of human
f life, and whatever the a.nount of profit or loss
# 1o those who practice the business, existence
§ cannot be supported without it.  Agriculture
f is not a speculation to make, money by, butan
k occupation that is as necessary as the air we
| breathe. Men of wealth and education, there-
§ fore, are bound, in duty to the community of
B which they form a part, to do all in their pow-
f or to advance the improvement and prosper-
& ity of agriculture. 'We may go to the market
¥ and to the store, and with money purchase all
 that we may require of food and clothing, and,
§ perhaps, without ever thinking of agriculture
f being the source of these supplies, and that,

l

if there was any great failure in the products
of agriculture, all these sources would fail in
proportion. These facts have maide such a
deep impression on our mind, that we are not
disposed to believe in the true patriotism of
any public man, or man of wealth or educa-
tion, who is not a decided friend and supporter
of agriculture and its improvement and pros-
perous condition. There is so much depend-
ing in every country upon the abundant pro-
duets of agriculture, that we are astonished
to see this important interest neglected and
not estimated at its proper value. If agricul-
ture languishes, and is neither improving nor
prosperous as other professions, there must be
some cause for this, and it becomes the duty
of men of wealth, of station, and education,
to investigate the causes that operate unfavor-
ably upon the most important interest in the
country, diminishing its profits, discouraging
the investment of capital, and hence retard-
ing the progress of improvement. Many men
of education and capital, who would be incli-
ned to become agriculturists, are prevented
from doing so in consequence of many who
have made the experiment having proved un-
successful and lost capital. These failures,
however, can, in many cases, be satisfactorily
accounted for, without attributing it to agricul-
ture as generally an unprofitable business un-
der every circumstance. Agriculture cannot
be in a healthy state if an unsafe business for
gentlemen of education and capital to embark
in. It does not say much in recommendation
of our agriculture if it is only poor laborious
farmers who can succeed by their own work,
and whose profits actually consist of a low
rate of wages for the labor of themselves and
their families. If this was really the case, the
condition of the daily laborer would be better
than the farmer, because he would incur less
risk. Weare, however, disposed to hope that
such is not generally the case, and that farm-
ing may be made more remunerative.

If men of education and wealth should not
be disposed to work themselves, they can
constantly superintend the work, and employ
qualified farmers or foremen, to plough, sew,
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plant, &c., and a gentleman who is attentive,
and takes pleasure in agriculture, will, by these
means, soon become acquainted with the
practical art of agriculture, and be perfectly
competent to direct every work upon the
farm. If this cannot be done in Canada, there
must be something wrong in our system that
requires a remedy, and should be capable of
remedy. It would be a serious matter for regret,
_indeed, if the business of agriculture, the most
necessary, honorable, and healthy occupation
practiced by the human race, was only fit for
laboring men, who would be satisfied at the
lowest rate of remuneration as wages for the
labor of themselves and their families, while
engaged in this occupation. If working far-
mers were paid fair remunerative wages for
their labor and that of their families, gentle-
men farmers could afford to pay the wages of
hired labor; and if this isnot the case, there
must be some injustice done to agriculture to
which other professions are not liable. This,
we conceive, is a reasonable inference to
draw from this state of things. If we believed
that it was not possible to obtain a more fa-
vorable result from agricultural pursuits, we
should never again write one line to recom-
mend. it. Agriculturists should have some
higher aim and prospect than to be mere
¢ hewers of wood and drawers of water > to
the other classes of the community, or perhaps
we should say, that they should expect some
higher rate of remuneration. Agriculture, if it
does not afford a fair remuneration, in pro-
portion to the skill, labor and eapital employed
in it, should be made to do so, by the removal
of every obstacle which has any tendency to
preventit. Let it have fair play and no favor.
Let agriculturists have the same means
provided for a praciical education in their
profession, that have always been in the pow-
er of other classes. Let them have facilities
of obtaining money accommodations on such
terms as would be suitable for them, and let
their means of access to market be extended
as much as possible by railroads and turn-
pike roads, and then we shall see that agri-
culture is nota profession that should be despi-

sed. Itis time for us to understand that ag.
culture, which is and must be the basis of the
general prosperity of the people of Canady,
should not be counsidered as only a fit occup:.
tion for men who have to work constantly for
the lowest remuneration that is paid for ly.
bor. Education, combined with practical skil,
would soon work a wonderful change in the
condition of agriculturists. Butif we allow our.
selves to be persuaded that farming is only 3
losing game to any one who embarks in i, un.
less the work is all executed by himself and his
family, there is an end to any hope of agricul-
tural improvement with us, or of its becominga
respectable profession for gentlemen. If farm-
ing does not offer proportionate encouragemen
in a country that is so much dependent upe
it, something must be out of place. We havea
Minister of agriculture now, and there is some
prospect that every circumstance conneected

iwith  the progress and present condition of

agriculture will be enquired into, and remedi-
al measures, where required, introducel
with as little delay as possible.

We have received letters from the President
and Ex-President of the New York State
Agricultural Society, Henry Wager, Esq., of
Westernville, Oneida county, John Delafield,
Esq., of Oaklands, both in the State of New
York, and Samuel Walker Esq., Mayor of Rox-
boro’, Boston, in reply 1o letters which we had
addressed to these gentlemen, apprising them
of their election as Honorary Members of the J
Lower Canada Agricultural Society. These J8
gentlomen express the most friendly senti- :
ments towards the Lower Canada Agricultu-

ral Society, and their willingness to cultivate

intimate relations with them in all matters
relating to agriculture. It would be very de-
sirable, and materially tend to promote agri-
cultural improvement in North America, that
the New York Sfate Agricultural Society, and
the Provincial Agticultural Societies of Upper
and Lower Canada, should endeavour to cul-
tivate intimate relations. These Societies
have a common object to accomplish in their
respective countries, and its accomplishment
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k would be accelerated by a free interchange of
I views and opinions between them. We do
E 10t see any cause that should prevent friendly
! relations being maintained between Agricultu-
i ral Societies of all countries, and ifthis were the
case there would be less difficulty in promoting
 the objects for which they are respectively or-
) ganized. The cultivation and management of the
land, so as to make it produce the largest pos-
H sible quantity of the necessaries of the human
Ei race, is a laudable object, and a common duty
' \we owe, first to the Creator, and then to our
i fellow-men.
i PROPOSED RAILROAD, NORTH SIDE OF THE
; ST. LAWRENCE.

i We were glad to perceive from the reported
proceedings of the last meeting of the support-
E: ors of this great undertaking, that it is likely to
¢ o into operation at no distant period. The
i highly respectable gentlemen who advocate
H the construction of this road, is a sufficient
§ guarantee that it would be a necessary and
B useful work for the people of Lower Canada.
B This is not the time for the people of Canada
B to hold back from the execution of any work
j§ that is necessary to promote their prosperity.
i The credit of the country is good, as it is en-
f tiled ., be. There is no fear that the con-
s templated road would not pay, and greatly
f: promote the improvement of a vast tract of a
5 fine settled country. If we are disposed to
g follow the example of our “ go-a-head * neigh-
bours of the United States, the Railroad on
i the north side of the St. Lawrence will be
i commenced before the end of the present
ji year. The inhabitants should now prepare
E to make a strong appeal to the Legislature at

B their next session, and there is no reason to

doubt that the Provincial Parliament will sanc-
g tion any good plan for the improvement of the
g country. This will be a. new Parliament, but
i we are confident they will be as well disposed
g (o promote the improvement and prosperity of
| Canada as any former Parliament. Easy and
B cheap means of communication to every part
5 of our fine country will be the most efficient
plan that can be adopted for its amelioration.
{ We have had opportunities of speaking with

parties who reside in distant parts of the coun-
try, but who have been brought within a few
hours’ journey of Montreal by the Railroads
already constructed, and it is highly satisfactory
10 hear the terms in which they speak of the.
great advantage of this easy and quick means
of access to the capital of Canada, although un-
fortunately we have lost the advantage of hav-
ing the seat of Government at Montreal for
the present. The position of Montreal, how-
ever, is such that she cannot fail to become a
great and flourishing city, and we believe the
first city in British America.

We give insertion to the interesting letter.of
Mr. Symington, of Pointaux Trembles. We,
however, dissent from him in many points.
‘We believe that it is a general regulation at
Ploughing Matches in the British Isles, to fix
the time for ploughing a given quantity of
land, and it would be difficult to convince us
that we are better qualified in Canada to
manage these matters than agriculiurists in our
Father land, the first agricultural country on
earth. But, setting aside the praciice in
Britain, we conceive that it is a judicious plan
in Canada to fix the time for ploughing a
given quantity of land at Ploughing Matches.
This time should of course depend upon
the quality of the soil, and should be am-
ply sufficient to execute the work in a
perfect maoner. Suppose the time is not
fixed, a ploughman may as well take three.
days to plough a quarter of an acre of land,
when it might be readily done in less than
three hours. We also thirk it necessary to
fix the size of the furrow slice as near as
possible to 8% inches wide, by 5 inches in
depth, or 9 inches wide, by 6 inches in depth.
This proportion, we maintain, will be generally
suitable for Jand selected for Ploughing
Matches in this country. Ploughing, done at.
these Exhibitions, should have some uniformi-.
ty in the size of the furrow slice, or no farmer,
who was particular about the cultivation of his
land, would allow his land to be spoiled. At .
the Provincial Ploughing Matoh at Varennesa
last October, it was, we believe, universally
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admitted that Mr. T. Hodge had the best
ploughed ridge in the field, but there certainly
was some difference of opinion as to whether
the other prizes were correctly classed accord-
ing to actual merit. 1t would have been a
matter of some difficulty to have taken the
firs* prize from Mr. Hodge. The next point
in which we differ from Mr. Symington is,
in regard to wheel-ploughs, and we suppose
our worthy correspondent will be surprised
to find us state that we have seen excellent
ploughing done with the Canadian wheel-
plough, and that we are much more disposed
to recommend an improved wheel-plough to
Canadian farmers, who have to make use of
oxen, than any swing-plough that -ever was
constructed. It is all very well to condemn
an implement because we are not accustomed
to its use, but we have constantly recommend-
ed that the merits of implements so much in
use should be fairly tested by experiment
before they would be condemned and cast
away. We have seen Canadian wheel-
ploughs, of good form, with cast iron mould
boards, make excellent work, and we main-
tain that, when ploughing is not properly exe-
cuted by these ploughs, it is more the fault of
the ploughman than the implement. We
have the pleasure of the acquaintance of a
gentleman who was in England last year to
see the Great Exhibition and the Ploughing
Matches of the Royal English Agricultural
Society, and so convinced was he, by seeing
the wheel and swing-ploughs in fair competi-
tion, of the superior excellence of the former,
that he purchased one of Howard’s wheel-
ploughs, and brought it to Canada last fall,
and we should add that this gentleman is a
Scotchman. It is very proper that Mr.
Symington, or any other gentleman, should
make use of a swing-plough in preference to
a wheel-plough if they wish to do so, but this
is not a sound reason that the wheel-plough
should be denounced as a worthless implement
because it is not preferred by them, In the
best managed farms in England, there is no
other plough made use of, and it would be
absurd for us to_suppose that the owners of

these farms are unqualified to select the
implements that are the most suitable for
them. We offer no objection to the swing-
plough for those who prefer them, and we
have constantly made use of them; but we
also have the English wheel-plough, and
would prefer it, if we could find men to work
it that were accustomed to its use. Certainly
the improved ‘English wheel-plough would
not be so smtable on rough stony land as the
swing-plough, but the Capadian wheel-plough
answers on any land. A swing-plough is
necessary upon a farm for several purposes,
but there is not any plough in use that will
cut a more straight and even furrow slice, than
the improved English wheel-plough, provided
the ploughman understands its use ; and there
is no doubt that they are more easy of draught
upon the horses, upon any land in a fit state
to be ploughed.

i Although we happen to differ from Mr.
Symington, we shall be happy to hear from
him at any time on subjects referring to
agriculture. It is by fair discussion that the
public will be able to come to 3 proper
decision on matters submitted to their judg-
ment. As regards ploughs, when men are
better instructed in the practical art of agricul-
ture, they will know what implements are the
most suitable for them, but we state decidedly
that it is not the Canadian wheel-plough that
retards or prevents the progress of agricultural
improvement in Canada, and could the swing-
plough generally supersede it to-morrow, we
feel persuaded, that the ploughing would not
be nearly so well or usefully executed.

We differ with Mr. Symington in many
other of his premises, but shall not discuss them
at present.

The County of Montreal Agricultural Socie-
ty's show of stallions took place at the cattle-
market, Montreal, on Tuesday, the 20th day of
Aprillast. There wasa considerable number
of good draught stallions exhibited, although not
many of them possessed any extraordinary me-
rit. John Dodds, Esq., President of the County
Agricultural Society, had a fine, sirong, black
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horse lmpomd from Scotland at the show, but
was not entered for competition. 'We have
seen some excellent colts of this horse’s get.
In the class of horses fit for the saddle, F.
H. Hutchins, Esq., of the Current St. Mary,
showed a very superior animal, a thorough
bred, which deservedly obtained the first prize.
This horse is of very perfect form, good co-
lor, and execellent action, and we have no
doubt would get very good stock for the sad-
dle, provided the mares are of good quality.
However superior the horse, we cannot ex-
pect a good progeny unless the mares are
good. It is very necessary that stallions, ex-
hibited in the class for saddle horses, should
have good action, as without this they are
useless for the saddle, and we conceive it
would be very necessary to have ample space
allowed for trying the action of these horses
before they would be awarded a prize in this
class; indeed it is of great importance that
prizes should be correctly awarded to male ani-
mals intended for stock getting, because, if they
are not so awarded, it has a strong tendency to
lead parties into error who are not competent
judges of the perfection of animals, and form
their opinion npon the judgment of others, We
do not offer lhese remarks from any doubt of the
perfect correctness of the awards made at the
show of stallions, as we had not an opportunity
*of knowing to which horses the prizes were
awarded in the class for draught stallions. We
consider it much to be regretted, that there are
so few draught stallionsof pure Canadian breed,
in the County of Montreal, at present, and
every effort should be made to bring some
good horses of this breed into the county.
For the United States market, no descrip-
tion of horse is more in demand than what is
known as the Canadian horse of good form
and size; and, for draught in general, there can-
not be any better or more suitable horses.

DRAUGHT STALLIONS.

Ist prize to Mr. Frangois Viaw’s Draught
Stalhon, Ceeur d’Lion,. . . .
2nd prize to Mr. Charles Valois® Draught

Stallion, « o v v v e vi v tennan 0
3rd prize to Mr, J, Hughe’s Draught
tallion, Jackee o o s 0 0 s s 00 s. s £210 0

£ 0 0

SADDLE STALLIONS.

1st prize to Mr. James R. Hutchins’

Thorough Bred Saddle Stalhon, Bob
Logic, .E5 0 O
2nd prize to Mr. Alexander Dube’s. . .£3 0 0
Mr. Jeflrey, »f Petite Cote de La Visitation
exhibited a Cheese Press, two Ploughs, one of
a new and excellent plan; also, a root-cutter
of novel construction. These articles excited
some attention, and are very creditable to Mr.
Jeffrey as a manufacturer of agricuitural im-

plements.

.............

PARSNIP AS A FIELD CROP.

We have before recommended this ex-
cellent root to the notice of farmers, and, as
we are now deriving great benefit in feeding
stock from half an acre sown last spring,
we bring it again under notice. The ad-
vantages it possesses over other root crops
is a less expensive culture than mangel-
wurzel or carrot, as there is no loss of time
arid labor in storing, no waste in spoiled
roots; they will stand over most severe winters,
and meets the farmer’s wants at a season of the
year when most required. Sceds of the most
approved variety can be had from Mr. George
Shepherd, the Society’s seedsman, for 2s. per
Ib, and two pounds will sow an acre. In
Holland this root is superseding sll others
for field culture.

‘We have before us the « Schedule of Pre-
miums to be awarded at the Exhibitions of
the Montreal Horticultural Society for 1852.”
The Exhibitions for the year 1852 will take
place as follows: The 20th May, 12th Au-
gust, and the Annual Exhibition the 9th of
September. The premiums offered are nu-
merous, and amount to £93 3s. 3d. Amongst
these premiums we are glad to perceive four
offered for the largest and best collection of
Garden Seeds, onion seed, carrot and parsnip
seeds. This we conceive to be a very- judi~
cious plan to encourage the raising of these
seedsin Canada. The Rules and Regulations
for the Exhibition should be satisfactory to
competitors, as they appear to be based upon
perfectly fair principles. We admire that
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part of the Rules and Regulations which does
not admit any competitor to be swarded more
than one prize in the same class, and that no
competitor is fo receive more than £5 in
prizes in 1852. These Rules offer encour-
agement to extensive competition, and ought
to give satisfaction. The Horticultural Society
should be supported ; we would supy :se the
citizens of Montreal would be offended if it
was said of them that they were.incapable of
appreciating beautiful %owers, and set no value
upon a good assort.uent and supply of vegeta-
bles and fruit; but if they do not support the
Horticultural Society, that is so well caleulated
to encourage the productions of flowers, fruits,
and vegetables of superior beauty and qua-
lity, we cannot come to any other conclu-
sion.

MONTREAL NATURAL HISTORY SOCIéTY.

The ordinary meeting was held this even-
ing in the Society’s Hall, when the following
members were present :—

John Ostell, the President in the chair.
Hon. W. Badgley, Messrs. B, Workman,
L. A. H. Latour, F. Veit, Major Rudyard,
H. Joseph, A. Trudeau, H. Stevens, Rev A.
De Sola, Drs. David, Sewell, M¢‘Culloch,
Fraser, Gibb, and Peltier.

The minutes of last ordinary and special
meetings were read and approved.

The President read a letter which he had
received from the Right Rev. Dr. Fulford,
Bishop of Montreal, expressing his desire to
become an Ordinary Member of the Natural
History Society.

The following resolutions were proposed
by L. A. H. Latour, seconded by Dr. David,
and unanimously adupted :—

J. That all the proceadings of this So-
ciety, analysis of essays, speeches, discussions,
donations, aud the name of the donors, be
published (until the Society has its own Jour-
pal,)in the Agricultural Journal of Montreal,
published by the Lower Canada Agricultural
Society.

2. Also that the meetings of the Society
be called (besides circulars from the record-
ing Secretary,) by public notice in the En-

-glish and French Journals of Montreal, pro-

'ing Member of this Society. Proposed 1y

-3

vided such notices are free of expense; anj
that such public notices will contain the tig
of the subject to be discussed, and the name
of the author of the essay,

M. Latour presented to the Society L
meteorological tables for March, 1852.

The Right Rev. Dr. Fulford, Bishop ¢
Montreal, was proposed as an Ordinary
Member by M. Ostell, and seconded by Hon,
W. Badgley.

Major R. Lachlan proposed as an Qudi.
nary Member, by M. B. Workman, seconded
by M. Cstell.

S. Jones Lyman, Esq., proposed by D: [
David, seconded by Dr. Gibb.
The following members were ballotied for
and unanimously elected :— ;

J. H Springle, Esq., of Montreal; D |
G. E. Fenwick, Montreal ; Samuel Xne:
land, jun., Esq., M. D., Carator of Compar- |
ative Anatomy of the Roxton Society of Na- [E
tural History ,was also elected as Correspond-

M. Latour, and seconded by M. T. S. Huat,
The Society then adjourned.
Hecror Pevtier, M. D,

Recording Secretary,
Monday, 26th April, 1852,

Gentlemen who have become Anpui
Membere of the Lower Canada Agriculturzt
Society since our Jast :

Hon. A. B. Viger, J. R. Bertheloy, Esg,
H. N. R. Masson, Esq., H. L. Beaudry, Es.
Major Lachlan, John Drummond, Esq., and
James Hardy, Esq.

Frexce Wueat Steerine.—Mr. Majendie
laid before the Council a buudle of wheat from
France, as 2 sample of wheat grown from grain
which had been steeped by a method adopted in
France for seed-wheat sown over 30,000 acres.
This sample exhibited good straw, but furnished
with a bundle of ears that were found to be mes
husks, almost entirely empty, containing onlya
few diminutive shrivelled grains. Mr. Majen-
die was not aware of the particular naure of
the steeping employed.

We have réceived twosamples of seed from
a respected correspondent, with an enquiry
whether either of them were lentil seed. In
reply, we beg to state that both are the sced
of vetches or tares. Egyptian lentil seed, the
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only variety we have seen, is about the same
h ..ze of the vetch or tare, but is rather flat on
i hoth sides, and of reddish brown color.
B }iad some sent to us from England many years
100, and we know that it will succeed well in
E Canada.
K Society, Mr. G. Shenherd, has ordered some
¢ from Europe, and expects it this Spring in tinie
for sowing.

We

The seedsman of the L. C. A.

BREEDING OF ANIMALS.
At the weekly meeting of the Council of

¢ the Royal English Agricultural Society on
2 the 10th of March last, a communication was
¥ addressed to the Council on this subject,
 which, we think, is well deserving of atten-
: tion by the breeders of animals in Canada,
i and we accordingly copy it for their consider-
E ation. It isat a Model Farm that the plan
b recommended in this article might be adopted,
i and it would be one of the most useful pur-
% poses to which 2 Model Farm could be

applied. Itis a matter of great importance

U 10 ascertain what is the best method of pro-
 ducing perfection of shape in animals.
B tegards the size, it will depend mainly upon
K situation and other circumstances.
| frequently scen large sizedanimals commended
i for no other perfection that was in them, but
B the size of their bones and length of their
B legs. Wc would not object to large bodied
i animals, provided they had perfection of
g form that would indicate their propensity to
, yield milk or meat, in proportion to the food
| they weuld consume, although we are disposed

As

‘We have

{ 1o prefer moderate sized animals for Lower

Canada, as the most profitable. To the
experienced eye there cannot be any mistake
as to the most perfect form of animals that
would yicld most profit to their owners, either
for milk or beef, for mutton or wool or for pork.
Actual profit is determined by the produce
of animals over what they consume. We
respectfully maintain, that a stock of animals
combining perfection of form, suitableness
to the situation and circumstances of the
country, and yielding the largest return for
what they consume, are the sort of animals

E

which every agriculturist should endea-
vor to cultivate, whether they be large,
middle-sized, or small, and that such stock
will always be the most creditable and profit-
able to their owners, and the most advantageous
to the country gencrally. The following is
the communication referred to :—

BreepinG oF ANiMals.—Mr. Valentine Bar-
ford, of Foscote, near Towcester, in Northamp-
tonshire, addressed a communication to the
Council on the importance of attending 1o those
principles which regulate the production of
perfectly formed stock. After referring to the
steps which the Council bad taken for this
desirable end, and detailing the discussions on
the subject in the Northamptonshire Agricultural
Book Club, he concluded his communicution
with the two decisions arrived at by that Club,
and his own general observations.

1. That, although in all cases the system of in-
and-in breeding is not desirable in our
domestic animals, yet that, when animals
properly formed have been obtained, it is
the only method to retain that form.

2. That forcing breeding animals of either sex,
either by antificial feeding or warmth, is
highly detrimental to the health of the
offspring.

From the foregoing remarks you may gather
that the standard or criterion which I recommend
is a centain form or conformation, and is that
which Mr. Cline, in his valuable * Treatise on
the Formation of Animals,” recommends; for,
whatever may be the opinion of the muliitude,
there is but one form right, be it light ot heavy
(and there never can be two), that admits of
health, stamins, and constitution. All the best
animals I have seen that have taken prizes the
last forty years, whether large or small, approxi-
mate to 2 certain form ; and this form I will call
the sine qua non, or standard ; and knowing how
to produce this form is the science. If you will
make breeding and rearing domestic animals a
seience, you will soon breed 100 good ones,
where you now breed only one. We see the
science of agricuiture progressing; and why
should the science of breeding animals be neg-
lected 2 I know that the prevailing fashion is for
large animals (although fashion Tas led many
astray), but I have yet to leam that they are
either the best or the most profitable; aud, in
order properly to test this, I would very respeet-
fully suggest to the Council the propriety, if
. they have the funds, of taking a farm of moder-
ate” quality, and allowing breeders to send in
young stock, to be rised andfed by the Socicty’s
servants upon the principle Jaid down by the
late Robert Bakewell—viz., by weighing their
food. It would then be soon apparent which
paid best for what it consumed; but whether,
from local circumstances, you may prefer a
large or a small animal, the samse science is
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requisite to produce the good one. The form of
the chest which Cline advocates, approaches as
nearly as possible to a circle, and is not that
porpoised or inverted form so fashionable in the
present day, neither is it that apparent form
which is too frequently (in sheep) clipped intoa
circle, but is that real external form which is an
index of the internal structure.

PERMANENT PASTURE.

We copy the following letter from a late.

number of the B L. Ezpress. We have
ever been convinced from experience that
pasturing land for a succession of years pro-
duced great improvement. We mean, of
course, that the pasture should have a good
stock of grass upor it, and not be eaten down
to the starving point, as is frequently the case
in this country. When not pastured too bare,
‘the sun in summer is not injurious to the land,
but the contrary. Dry, sandy, and stony
soils, are not the best adapted for pasture, in
warm and dry seasons, and should not be left
for permanent pastures.
ON PERMANENT PASTURE.

T0 THE EDITOR OF THE MARK LANE LXPRESS.

Sir,—It is incontestibly allowed that a gra-
dual improvement takes piace in land whenever
it is laijd down to permaucnt pasture. The
canse of such improvement arises from the an-
nual decay of the leavesand stalks of the grass,
thetreading and droppings of animals, the appli-
cation of manure, the rains which fall upon and
percolate through the turf into the soil beneath,
and, lastly, the laborsof the earthworm. These
all combined do, 1n the course of years, form a
stratum of vegetable mould, the thickness of
which is proportional to the time laid down.

Daring that formation of rich mould, a part is
carried down by the earthworm, and combined
with the soil beneath, which, even if a clay, it
enriches ; and this very process makes easy the
descent of the roots of the grass.

Thus a fresh and fertile soil is formed, fit for
& higher system of plants, plainly indicating the
tendency of progressive improvement in the
order of nmature, and placed, too, twithin the
reach of man, who, when requiring food, need
only exert those faculties to obtain the same
which the goodness of God has so greatly blessed
him with.

Before the undertaking is commenced of lay-
ing land down to permanent pasture, it is here
ri,g'v:ht to state that the species of grass denomin-
ated ryegrass should be rejected, if the owner
intends at some future time to break the same
up for the growing of ccresl plants, because
the affinities of this grass and cereal plants are
a0 similar as to affect their produce, which, in

consequence, will fall far short of the crops
grown after other grasses.
Henry RoGer Saitur,
Easlling.

METEOROLOGICAL RESULTS MADE AT ST.
MARTIN, ISLE JESUS, C. E.,

BY CHARLES SMALLWOOD, M. D.,

For February, 1852.
BAROMETER.
inches,
Mean Reading of the Barometer cor-
rected and reduced to 32,......... F. 29,902
Highest do. o,y eevreeenes 30,304
Lowest do. do., ... . 28181
Monthly Range,..cceesee cenreensenennnns 1,520
THERMOMETER.
Mean Reading of the Standard Ther-
mometer, «....... ossasestensesssanssase 21, §
Highest do. ~ do. Maximum do., 43,0
Lowest do. do. Minimam do.,
(below zero),eeee. 19,0
Monthly Rangey..eeesuecseseecercseaosanss 62,0
Amount of Snow during the month in .
inches, uueciesicssanenees eeersersrssases 28545
Amount of Rain do. do., 0,81
Snow fell on 7 days.
Rain fell on 4 days.
Most Prevalent Windye.eceeee s coneneenen W.S.E.
Least  do. 0.y ceecernreneneranens . S by W
Most Windy day the 12th day, mean
miles per hour,... e eeaseeeansrecaacees ALY
Least do. do. 14th  do.
miles inappreciable.
For Murch, 1852,
BAROMETER.
inches.
Mean Reading of the Barometer cor-
rected and reduced t0 32 .venen. F. 29,93
Higaest do. Aoy ceecerneene 30,236
Lowest do. A0y ceerennonces 28,940
Mgnthly Range, 1,316
THERMOMETER.
Mean Reading of the Standard Ther-

s mometer, c.eeees teessessssceseanansesssn 20, 7
Highest Reading of the Maximumdo., 5§, 0
Lowest do. do. Minimum do.,

(below zero),...... 4,0
Monthly Rangee.ceesececersenesasssassasss 62,0

Amount of Snow during the month in

inches, R 16,72

Amount of Rain  do.  do. do.
Ouy o weensves 243

Snow fell on 11 days.
Rain fell on 5 days.
Most Prevalent Wind,e.eeeceeeencesaeace . E.N.E
Least do. 0.y esesssesssesnsrrnnase B
Most Windy day the l4th day mean

yniles per hour,.eeeeeseeaieiicsess ceee 13,88
Least do. do. the 4th day moesn

por hour inappreciable.
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AGRICULTURAL REPORT FOR APRIL.

We do not recollect, for several years past,
so unfavorable a month of April as the present
up to this date; indeed we have not had a
warm, sunny day for the first three weeks of
the month. As to agricultural operations
nothing could be done in the fields. We have
seen fine seasons, and good crops succeeded a
late spring, but there is always a great incon-
venience attending it, that there is not sufficient
time to execute the work in the best manner,
- when obliged to commence very late in April
end this year there will not be much work done
before the first of May. The past winter has
leen a long and severe one, the most so of any
we recollect for more than thirty years. It
was not from the extreme cold over former win-
ters, but there were very few fine, sunny days,
“4d unclouded atmosphere. Tt was constantly
cold and cloudy, and unlike Canadian winters
generally. ‘We did expect, from the early com-
mencement of winter, and its constant severity,
that we might have an early spring, but, when
itdid not change at the Equinox to fine, we
gave up the hope of an early spring. The
Equinoxial and quarterly changes are those
which we have always ubserved with interest,
but we attach no importance to the changes
of the moon, nor do we believe that the changas
of the moon have any influen:e whatever upon
the weather of our earth. Changes in the
weather may take place at the time the moon
changes, but what proof is this that it is the
change of the moon that produces it. We de-
ny that there are any reasonable grounds for
such an opinion. It may be very agreeable
for those who believe in the influence of the
moon upon the weather to expect, when there
is bad weather, that, at the next change of the
moon, the weather will be fine, and thus they
may always go on expecting, until at last the
weather may actuslly happen to become fine,
a day or two before or after the moon quarters,
and hence they become confirmed in their pre-
judices that the new moon, the ficst quarter,
foll moon or last quarter, may bring fine
weather or the contrary. We have seen it
stated, that seed, sown at certain periods of the

moon, would not succeed so well as if sown at
other periods. This we also believe to be an error,
and, if there should he any differenee, it must
proceed from other causes rather than any in-
fluence of the moon. We should recommend
to agricelturists not to be deterred from planting
or sowing when the land is ready and weather
favorable, whatever may be the period of the
moon’s age at the time. There is every reason
to hope, that, when the spring is {uirly come,
we shall have a good sowing time until all our
work is completed, and no check to vegetation
subsequently. If this should be the case we
may have a favorable year for agriculture, how-
ever unpromizsing so far. The only thing that
farmers can do is to use every diligence to
finish the spring work as soon and well as pos-
sible.

The Montreal markets have been high, for
some time past, for all agricultural products,
except hay and wheat. The demand for our
products in the United States is the main cause
of these good prices, and there is every pro-
bability that this demand will continue. Far-
mers should, therefore, be prepared to supply
this demand, and it is well for them to have
such a market. If our neighbours would con-
sent to an equitable system of reciprocity, it
would, we humbly conceive, be advantageous
for both countries. Qur principle exports will
be raw products, and it is generaliy considered
favorable for a country that imports such pro-
ducts. One fact is certain, that while the
United States require those produets, she can-
not obiain them from any other country on so
favorable terins as from Canada, and she will
not receive them unless she requires them, or
can make a profitable u:e of them. We may,
therefore, make up our minds on the subject,
and endeavour to make the most of our posi-
tion, and raise supplies suiiable for the market
we can sell in, though we are subject to the
great draw-back of the heavy Duty levied on
our products in going to that market. Live
stuck of every description bring good prices, and
butter has been unusually high. Barley, peas,
oats, and potatoes are at remunerating prices,
and the demand is brisk, as it always is when
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prices are high. The most discouraging cir-
cumstance to farmers at present is the unfa-
vorable state of the weather, ualess it soon
changes for the better. We must now have a
very late spring, and we believe fall ploughing
was very backward when the winter com-
menced last year. This will still more delay
the spring sowing. 'We do not know whether
there will be any difficulty in obtaining laber
when required, and, from the demand for rail-
roads and other public works, it is quite possi-
ble there may be difficulty.
April 26, 1852.

At the last meeting of the Directors, it was
resolved that a monthly meeting of Directors
take place in future on the second Wednexday
of every month, at the usual hour, 11 o’clock,
A. M., and the Committee for the Model
Farm shall also meet on the same day.

The Farmers Guide to Scientific and Practical Agri-
culture. By Henry Stephens, F. R.S. E, assis
ted by John P. Norton, N. A, Professor of Scien-
tific Agriculture, in Yale College, New Haven,
and for sale at the book store of _ir. Dawson,
Place &’ Armes, Montreal, in two volumes. Price
from 253, to 8Us. according to quality of binding.

‘We have repeatedly noticed and recommend-
ed this excellent work to agriculturists. No
agriculturist who is able to purchase it should
be without it, as a book of reference and in-
struction on every branch of husbandry.
There are numerous illustrations of animals,
implements of husbandry, farm buildings,
&c., &c., all done in good style. The work
-altogether is very creditably got up by the
Puablishers, Leonard Scott & Co., New York,
and we consider it no small advantage to
farmers to be able to procure such a valuable
Work on moderate terms.

We beg to intimate that Mr. G. H.
Cherrier has been autherized to collect the
subscriptions due for the Agricultural Journals
forthe present year in Montreal and elsewhere,
and also all arrears due previous to the 1st of
January, 1851. The publication of the Jour-
nals remains for the presentin thehands of the
Society as heretofore from the commencement
of this year.

To the Editor of the dgricultural Journal.

Sir,—I am much gratified by the honor cop-
ferred on me by the Lower Canada Agriculturai
Society, as communicated in your note of the
15th instant,

I pray you to present my thanks to the Boan
of Directors, with an assurance that it wjp
afford me sincere satisfaction: at all times
render every aid in my power to their effoits, o,
behalf of agriculture.

As a Member of the Boaid of Direetors of the
New York State Agricultural Society, allow me
to assure you of an ardent and cordial dispositionty
cultivate intimate relations with your Assveia-
tion; and they will rejoice in every opportunity of
combining our respective influences to promgte
the welfare and interests of the farming commy-
nity.

I have the honor to be

respectfully yours,
J. DELAFIELD,
Oakland, near Geneva, N. Y,

t
To WiLriam Evans, Ese., Sec. and T'reas. Lowe

Canada Agricullural Society.
Sir,—I have the honor to acknowledge the
receipt of your esteemed favor of the 2th un
The very kind manner in which you have

been pleased to communicate to me the doingsof g

the Lower Canada Agricultural Socicty, electing
me an Honorary Member of that Suciety, en-
hanees my obligation.

Be pleased, sir, tostate to the Society the plea-
sure it gives me to learn that my humble name
has been placed on its records, and the gratifica-
tion it will give me at all times to further it
interest.

1 beg of you to be assured, sir, that it would
give me great pleasure to call upon you, should
1 visit Montreal, and still greater pleasure to see

you or your friends at Roxbury, should your §

business or convenience bring you to Boston.

Will you do methe favor to make my respect-
ful compliments to my friend, Mr. Latour, and
believe me to be,

Sir,
very truly,
your obedient servant,
Samuzr WALRER

Roxbury, Mass., U, S., February 7, 1852
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ON THE CULTURE OF OATS.
BY A PRACTICAL. FARMER.

i We would again repeat, that, in the space
b ysually allotted to an ordinary newspaper con-
f ibution, it is impossible to compress our matter
E cufficiently without injury to our subject. We
 herefore beg our readers to make every favor-
K ble allowance for apparent omissions or short
B descriptions.  We assume to be writing to
p practical readers, who, we trust, will kindly take
Bup the subject 1n the thinkings of their
§own minds, and upon the bearing we desire to
 give it

H ™ The oat is one of the most useful kinds of
gmin known to the British Isles, and appears to
e indigenous to them, as also to all cold lati-
fudes, It is very extensively used both for
B human and cattle food, and the oat crop is one
2 of the most universal as well as one of the most
P oofitable  unler common culture.  Speaking
E cenerally, the climate of the United Kingdom is
Hwell adapted to its cultivation, particularly the
i northern and more elevated parts of it, as also
 many rather cold and damp localities.

i It is, however, 2 crop very much dependent
Hupon climate. lence the comparatively small
¥ breadth planted with oats in the southern part
Jlof England, and the very large quantity grown
Fin Scotland and Ireland. = In the latter country,
fin the year 1847, out of 3,313,579 acres produc-
i inz corn, 2,200,870 acres were under culture for
£ oats ; and this arising more from the humidity
Fand coldness of the climate than any peculiar
jiudaptation of the soil, great as it is, for its bene-
" @ ficial growth. The same remark will apply to
fi Scotland and the north and west of England. It
i< the influence of climate rather than soil upon
e which the prosperity of the oat crop mainly
R depends. We incline to think this the most
Bimportant part of this subject, in connection with
Enodern  improvements in the practice of
Sacriculture 5 and we would urge our readers to
gmake full inquiry into it, as it may prevent
fmany errors, and consequent losses. Good
¥heat years are seldom, if ever, good oat years.
iCool and wet seasons are good for oats, and bad
Efor wheat; and vice versi. Wheat requires
Nheat and dry weather to ripen its seed to per-
Bioction: oats prefer humid and cool weather,
fand they will npen where the mean temperature
fior two months is 50 degrees, - ad reaches 66
klesrees at mid-day for a short time in the sum-
Emer ; wheat requiring a mean temperature, for
ktso months, o(t3 68 gegrees with much hotter
greather for a short time, to fzully ripen its seed.

t These are matters worthy of grave considera-
jtion by all oat-growers. We would caution our
jreaders aé,rainst sowing oats in localities likely to
be injured by heat or drought, or on soils liable
1 burning, or on such thin sands, or chalky
downs and gravels, or cold goor clays, as cannot
vell abide the summer’s heat; and we do so
solely because we are assured that without a
imoist summer the crops on such soils and

o2

situations must be bad indeed, if not aitogether
lost.

The soils best adapted to the growth of the
oat crop are the rich loams, the peaty or fern
lands, and the alluvial deposits; but it will
grow freely on almost every kind of soil capable
of general culture.  The varieties of the oat are
also so many, and varied in their character, that
every kind of svil may be supplied with a sort
well suited to its nuture. Hence, crops are
grown on soils and in situations, or again in a
climate, but ill adapted to its production. The
richer soils require to be sown with the short
and stiff-strawed varieties, and the poorer soils
with the free-growing, long-strawed, prolific
sorts, or such as experience has proved to possess
full and luxnariant growth. For the rich loams
we would select the ¢ Potato,” the ¢ Poland,”
and the “ Friesland Oats ;” for the peat or fern,
in addition to these varieties, we would add the
«“ Dutch Brew,” and ¢ Hopetoun,” and the
< Sandy Oats® (a new Scotch variety); for the
rich alluvial deposits, we would include with
the above sorts the common white oats known
as the ¢ Short-small” and the ¢ Long-smail
Oats ;” for the poorer soils—i. e., cold clays,
light, thin loams, chalky downs, and gravels,
loose sands, &c.—we would select the * Long-
small,” the “ White and Black Tartarian Oats,”
and the “Old Black Oat.” These, with the
exception of the “ Sandy Oat,” we have grown,
and can speak from experience as to their pro-
per adaptation for profitable cultivation on the
soils to which we have attached them. Many
other varieties are named, and slight desecriptions
given of them, by various writers—asthe “Angus
Oat, Siberian Oat, Georgian Oat, Red Oat, Win-
ter Oat, Dun Oat, Skinless Oat, Old Black Oat,
&e., &c. We will give a very short notice of
each variety, both of straw and grain :

The <Potato Oat” is a rather early sort.
Straw moderate length, bright, and strong.
Grain plunp, short, white, and generally of
beantiful quality, and very mealy.

The “Poland Qat” is a very early sort.
Straw yellow, and rather short and stiff. ~ Grain
large, plump, white, singly set, and very prolific
in mealing.

The ¢ Friesland Oat® is a rather early sort,
but not so early as the Poland. Straw Ionger,
bright, and stifl. Grin thin-skinned, plump,
-and white ; yields well, and is mealy.

The ¢ Dutch Brew Oat.”—A "later sort.
Straw rather long, bright, and good; is capital
fodder, if well got. Grain short and double-
set, plump, white, and yields well; is good
horse corn.

The * Hopetoun Oat” is a late sort. A long,
reedy, stiff, sharp s'raw ; nnt good fodder. Grain
rather small; husk thiuk ; but bright and prolific
kind on good soil,

The “White Tartarian Qat” is a late kind.
Straw long, stiff, hard, and brashy, with grain on
shagg leaning to its side. Gram long, thin,

.
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spiky, very coarse, but very prolific even on
poor soils,

The ¢ Black Tartarian Oat” is similar to the
white in all respects except color, and a little
coarser straw.

The “Old Black Oat” is rather late. Straw
fair length, and thin or wiry; is fair fodder.
?rp.}n rather long and thin j weight light ; yields

airly. .

Tl)],e ¢ Sandy Oat” is described as a rather
early kind. Straw tall and stiff.  Grain small
well set in husk ; not liable to shed when ripe.

The ¢ Georgian Qat” is described as rather
late and prolific, with short straw. Grain large,
growing chiefly towards one side, aml threshed
with ditficulty.

The ¢ Angus Oat.”—Straw short, weak, and
fine ; rather late, with pretty plump grain.

The ¢ Skinless (*at” 1s an early sort, and the
grain is free from husk.

Many other varieties to the number of 50 to
60 are named, but we fear we have already
said too much on this point, and shall proceed.

¢ The General Management : The Rotation of
the Oat Crop.”—We think the largest yield and
best quality of grain are produced from “ new
land,” i. e., land broken up from grass or lea.
The next in point of yield and quality is land
from which the crop of rape or turnips, mangolds,.
&e., have been fed or carried off. "And the next
in gradation is the bare or dead fallow ; but,
objecting, as we do, to bare fallows, and more
particularly tothe course being extended through
the winter, we should decline entering upon its
culture in this way. We know, however, that
many districts will not produce any other corn
crop of equal value, and it therefore demands
our notice. The next is after beans, peas, or
potatoes : this on good soils only ; and, in most
other cases, such as after barley or wheat, we
consider it such a direct cross-cropping as to be
alike injurious to the land and the crop.

The preparation of grass land for the oat crop
should be by deep ploughing in the winter or
early in the spring, to give time for the herbage
and grass roots fully to decay, and for the furrow
to be compressed to the furrow sole. As the
seasou for sowing approaches, it should, if the
weather is suitable, be rolled down, and left for
afew days. The harrows may then be set to
work, and drilling immediately 10 follow. The
same course should be pursued with clover leys
or seed land, great care being taken to have the
furrow well pressed down upon the furrow sule,
and that the herbage is suiliciently buried so as
to promote speedy decay. By these means
much will be done to prevent the ravages of the
wire-worm, the grub, and the slug or snail,
which usually make such havoe on such lands.

Oualts after wheat, rye, barley, canaryseed, or
other similar cropping, we consider highly
detrimental ; and it must be under very extra-
ordinary circumstances that we could sanction
even an occasional crop under such a course,
and then only after several ploughings or scari-

SR
fyings and the application of manure. The gy
crop is an exhausting one ; and such is its naty,
that it will appropriate to itself every particle ¢
ingredient in the soil which would not ready
be taken up by other plants without renewe
tillage : on this account it must be highly pr.
judicial to future culture. Von Thaer sy
¢ This grain has such vigorous organs that t
can dissolve and appropriate nutritious particle;
w hich would be of no use to any other kindg
corn: they even appear capable of dissolvi
insoluble acid humus.” If such is indeed ;f§
character, it ought never to follow a grain cr;,
but be confined to the turnip, grass, or pul.'f
rotations.

The usual time for sowing oats is the mou
of March or the beginning of April; if sow:
earlier, as in the autumn or even in Februay,
the cold winds or late frosts are apt to do the oy
serious injury, and frequently destroy the plag
altogether ; or, again, if deferred till May,t;
drought of summer is sure to destroy muchg
the crop ou many soils, by actually burning g
the plant, in others by preventing its usu. [
growth ; but should the summer be a moist oz
the crop then runs to straw, and the yieldy|
grain is very defective. It is universally aljus.
ed that the oat crop requires more moisture tha
any other in the soil; and it is very imponw
that it arrives at its proper growth for the torms
tion of its grain before the parching heat of sug
mer is in full force. If the summer does pror
a moist one, its safety against luxuriant apj
excessive growth may readily be provided fu.
We recommend in such cases, where the er; i
is becoming rank, coarse, and likely to go dows K
that it be ““ topped® either with hook or scythe:Ji
indeed our practice is to have our crop ook
over every season, and the heavy or laid plaes
lightened : it makes the sample of com me:
even in size and color. We prefer this mode:
dragging the crop with a horse-rake, as isat.
geneal case. The great thing is to commens
in time, or before it does fall to the ground fr-ji
excessive luxuriance. Dragging injures 1:8
stems, by breaking down some and crushic
others; and the horse tramples much dow:
besides the trouble of getting off the rakin Qi
We frequently top our oat crop twice: this e
ders it strong, and the yield is immense. !

‘We think the decaying toppings conduce i
promote the fuller formation of grain in the pla
acting in some degree as a top-dressing.

The quantity of seed sown should not be gre i
It was customary to sow from five to six imperi
bushels to the acre: experience has proved ik
1o be a most erroneous practice. We now dr
from eight to fourteen pecks per acre, and finl8
that amply sufficient. We vary our quanti
according to the richness of the soil, the safel
{from wire-worm, grub, &c., the period of sowirg
and the manner in which we are able to gel g
the seed. Every practical man can form af:
judgment on these minor matters. We ak
pre?er drilling at nine-inch intervals j it giv
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oom for the better action of atmospheric influ-
ence, and hoeing and weeding. We have a
b Jecided objection to wlling or harrowing the
crop after it has appeared above ground.” We
have frequently proved this to be wrong ; and,
f in consequence, presume 1o caution our readers
| acair  its practice.  We aim to put this crop in
well, w get the land in fine tilth, to sv leave the
seed either harrowed finely down or rolled, so
as to be able with facility to hoe it without
i materially disturbing the plant or soil. [t is

B easily injured at the season proper for hoeing.

b The roots are all young and tender (not like the
f wheat-plant, which has stood a rough winter) ;

E aiso lets in the drought.  More care is requisite
¥ inthese little matters than is generally thought
E necessary. A word as to harvesting the crop.
f \We usually wait till the crop is fully ripe, pre-
B ferring the early ones to shake rather than cut
B the lale ones tov soon. This course, we know

B from experience, secures the largest yield at a

wifling loss. We mow the crop with the com-
B mon scythe. The mower is followed by his
E mate, who ties the swathe as it is mown into

 out,” sumelimes “up to the standing,” as
f appears at the time best. It is set into shocks,
b or stookes, and the land carefully raked.
j ready for carting, it is brought from the field to
§ the stack-yard, and stacked in stacks of conve-
| nient size, generally holding about 15t0 18 cart-
} loads ; the shape round, and the width at top
three or four feet wider than at bottom, so as to
f make it safe from the drippings of the thatch.

THE LENTIL.

We spoke, in the Journal of Agriculture, for July,
b 1851, of that ancient vegetable—so often mentioned
i the Bible, so prolific, aud, above all, so nutritious—
which M. Guillerez, a French professor in our city, hag
acclimatised by his unwearied effort, at great cost, and
b without any other reward than the gold medal
of the Highland and Agricultural Society. Whilst
rolls of tobacco and starch bave received prize medals
j from the juries of the Great Exhibition, a new food,
k introduced into our country at the very moment when
the potato seems to have lost its vitality, and threatens
R to disappear from the vegetable kingdom, as many
b plants have done before from cxhaustion and over-
growth—the lentil that madean attractivearticle of the
admirable collection exhibited by Messrs, Lawson &
Son(,lns well as in a separate form, was passed unno-
ticed.

In 1851, M. Quillerez has seen his disinterested
efforts repaid, for the fourth time. with a success
beyond his most sanguine hopes, from a spot sloping
to the north, and exposed to all the winds, at the back
of South Queensferry. He has gathered 24 bushels
(1671b. weight), 631b. only having been sown, and the
nin in August baving spoiled a great part of the
crop, which was then budding. The lentils sown be-
tween rows of beans bave produced, on an average,
80, 25, and one row even as much as 61, for 1; and,
besides, he had a splendid crop of beans. Between
the rows, propped by stakes, he had planted cabbage,

B they are soon broken by deep hoeing, which

E sheaves of moderate size ; sometimes ¢ mowing '

When '

l‘ cauliflower, salsify, beet-root, leeks, which all throve
most beautifully.  The lentils were sv prolific, that,1f
! it had not been for the rain that damaged them tv a
+ great extent, they would have produced more than a
| hundred-fold.  Indeed, one of our most eminent noble-
! men (Lord Rosebery), who saw them drying on ropes
in large bunches. could not refrain from expressing his
astonishment at the abundance of the crop.  The pro-
i vost of Svuth Queensferry has grown the lentil suc-
| cessfully in an open field, and sown broadeast ; but
Mr. Dundas, of Dundas Castle, putting too many beaus
! among his, they were choked.  However, he istotry
, them this yeur ona large scale. DL, Guillerez tried a
stall spot as furage : he cut them twice, and they grew
l to the height of four feet,
Here is a recipe for cooking lentils. The plainest
' and best mode of preparing them is to steep them in
| cold water an hour or {wo ; then to withdraw them in
| a goblet with enough of water to cover the surface, a
| little butter or a bone, some salt, and a little parsley.
l Place the whole on a slow fire. They must boil slowly,
¢ and you must take care to add water enough to keep
| the surface covered, but merely covered. You ma
. boil them with ham, bacon, sausage, or merely with
water and salt, to prepare them afterwards with onion
@ la maitre d'hétel.  In schools, barracks, or large
boarding establishments, they are often merely boiled
in water and salt ; then allowed to cool, and the water
' to run off, and in which state you dress them with oil
' and vinegar, &c., like a French ealad.  When the lentil
is bruised or ground into meal, it makes an excellent
| «purée” with wild-fowls or roasted game. It is pre-
pared also like peas, for soups, dumplings, puddings,
&e.

SPRING 1S COMING !

(From the Dublin University Magazine.)
Spring is coming—Spring is coming !
With her sunshine and her shower;
Heaven is ringing with the singing
Of the birds in brake and bower ;
Buds are filling, leaves are swelling,
Flowers on field, and bloom on tree;
Q'er the carth, and air, and ocean,
Nature holds her jubilee.
Soft then stealing, comes a feeling
O’er my bosom tenderly ;
Sweet I poader, as I wander,
For my musings are of Thee.

Spring is coming—Spring is coming !
With her morniogs fresh and light;

With her noon of chequered glory,
Sky of blue and clouds of white.

Calm, grey nightfalls, when the light falls
From the star-bespangled sky,

‘While the splendour, pale and tender,
Of the young moon gleams on high.

Still at morn, at noon, and even,
Sprivg is full of joy for me,
For I ponder, as I wander,
Aund my musings are of Thee.
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PROVINCIAL MUTUAL AND GENE-
RAL INSURANCE COMPANY.

OrrIcE,~~CHURCH STREET, ToRrONTO.

NSURES in its MutuaL Braxch, Farm Property
and Detached Buildings,--all extra hazardous
Risks being excluded.
The Prorrietonry Braxch includes Fire Insurance
generally, as well as Inland and Ocean Murine
Insurance and Life Insurance,

WILLIAM EVANS, Jun, Agent for Montreal, will
receive applicativns for Insurance, in writing, ad-
dressed tu him at his residence, Cote St. Paul, or left
fur him at the hardware store of J. Uenry Evans,
Esq., St. Paul street, Montreal.

AGRICULTURAL WAREHOUSE.

HE Subscriber has constantly on hand, Samples
of various kinds of AGRICULTURAL IMPLE-
MENTS, among which will be found, Ploughs, Culti-
vators, Seed Sowers, Straw Cutters, Corn Shellers,
Subsvil Ploughs, Vegetable Cutters, Thermometer
Churns, Horse Rakes, &c. &c. Expected by the
opening of the Navigation, a large assortment of
Cast Steel Spades and Shovels, Cast Steel Hay and
AManure Forks, Hoes, &c., &c.
Agent for Sale of St. Onge's Patent Stump Ez-
tractor.
P. S—Any kind of Farming Implements furnished
to order, on the most reasonable terms.
GEORGE HAGAR,
103, St. Paul Street

Montreal, 1st April, 1851.

IMPORTANT TO FARMERS.

THE Subscriber offers for sale the following
seeds:—
7,000 Ibs, Dutch Red Clover,
1,000 do. French * «
3,000 do. Dutch White «
500 do. Shiromy's Purple Tope Sweedish Turnips,
500 do, East Lothian “ ¢ e
200 do. Laing’s Improved
The above varieties of Turnips warranted from Rape.
400 1bs. Mangle Wurzel,
100 do. French Sugar Beet,
200 do. Aberdeen Yellow Turnip,
200 do. White Globe Turnip,
200 do. Belgim White Field Carrot,
200 do. Attringhasor  « s
200 do. Long Orange
160do. “  Surray
The Carrot Seed are the growth of Canada, from
the Subscriber’s Nursery Ground.
—~ALSO,—

His usual supply of English and French Garden

Seeds.
GEORGE SHEPHERD.

Nursery and Seedsman to the Agricultural Societ
of Lower Canada. ° sy

March 1st, 1852,

« [

[
“"

LOWER CANADA AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY, ‘

Office and Library at No. 25 Notre Dame Street,
Montreal,

Over the sced-store of Mr. George Sheplierd, the seeds. -
man of this Society, .
fl‘HE Secretary and Treasurer of the Society is in,
attendance daily, from ten to one v'clock. :
The Library has already some of the best works .
on Agriculture.  Also, the Transactions of the
Highland and Royal Irish Agricultural Societies, .
the London Farmer's Magazine, the Transactions of |
the New York State Agricultural Society, and many '
other British and American Agricultural Periodicals
which are re; larly received. The Agricultursl
Journal and Transactions of the Lower Canada
Agricustural Suciety, both in English and French
are to be had at the office from the commencement
in 1848, up to the present. !

All communications in reference to the Agricultural’
Journals from the first of January, instant, to be.’
addressed pust-paid to Wm. Evans, Esq., Secretary -
of the L. C. A. S, and Editor of the Agricultural
Journals. :

Members of the Lower Cahada Agricultural
Suciety are respectfully requested to pay up their
annual subscriptions immediately. .

' Wi, EVANS,

Secretary and Treasurer, L. C. 4. 8,

1st January, 1852.

Copies of Xvans’ Treatise on Agriculture, and the
supplementary volumes both in English and French :
to be had at the office of the Society with complete .
files of the Lower Canada Agricultural Journul for
the years 1844, 1845 and 1846. 3

MATTHEW MOODY,
MANUFACTURER OF
THRESHING MACHINES, REAPING MA.
CHINES, STUMP AND STONE EXTRAC- |
TORS, ROOT CUTTERS, REVOLVING;
AND CAST-STEEL HORSE RAKES, PA-.
TENT CHURNS, WAGGONS, &c. &c. &¢. -
YHE Subscriber has been employed since 1846 in
manufacturing his improved THRESHING
MACHINES, with Horse power. He was awarded '
the highest Prize at the 'Terrebonne County Ex:’
hibition after competition with many others. They
have threshed and cleaned, with 2 horses, from 100°
to 124 minots of Wheat per day, and from 200 to 250’
of Oats, and have given universal satisfuction. He:
guarantees all purchasers for any recourse by Paige.
& Co., of Montreal, who allege having & patent for-
these machines, dated December, 18481 and warranty
them equal to any made here or elsewhere, for efi-:
ciency and durability. ‘
One of his Reaping Machines may be seen &,
Kerr’s Hotel, St. Lawrence Street, price £25.
Having lately erected new and enlarged Works for.
the above articles, he will execute promptly all orders:
in his line. :
Threshing Mills constantly on hand. Two second
hand Mills, in warranted order, cheap for cash, *°
1 Threshing Mills repaired, and finishing work:
one. Y
Agency in Montresl, at Ladd’s Foundry, Griffin:
town; in St. Andrews, L. C, at Mr. Henry emple’)l.!.’

MonrrEAL:—PFrinted by Jorn LoveLy, St, Nicholis
. sl ' i3 |



