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8 designed to afford aid to Sunday-scnool Teachers and Heads of Families in tha religious
training of the young, and to excite throughout the country a dsepar interest in
Bunday school work,
Pablished Monthly, 32 pages, at the low rate of

SEVENTY.FIVE CENTS per Annum, invariably in advance, free o Postage.
Single copies, 10 cents. Six to fifteen copies co one address 65 cents each.
Over fifteen copies to one address, 60 cents each.

Address—
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Methodist Book and Publishing House, Toronte.
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HALIFAX: MONTREAL:
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WILLIAMS’

IMPROVED

B THE BEST IN THE WORLD.
‘SNOILYLINI 40 FY¥YM38

4

These Machines arc now the most popular SEWING MacHINES in the world, No
other Machine has so many new and useful improvements.

70,000 of these Machines are now in use in Canada !

ALV GIVING THE MOST

PERFECT SATISFACTION.

The WILLIAMS is the Machine to BUY, as it is the best made, lasts longer,
runs easier, and has a greater range of work than any other.

Emamine the Machines offered you, and see that the word WILLIAMS is
stamped on Arm and Trade Mark.

Head Office, 847 Notre Dame St., Montreal ;
D. GRAHAM, Manager.

Toronto Office, 8 U E. Club;
GEO. DAWEON * Agent.
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, Toronto, Ont,

128 Church Street

M ASON,

UFACTURER IN AMERICA,)

(SOLE MAN

THOMANS J

Note carefully the Address:

What the People are Saying

“PTHE MAGNETICON.”
RECENT HOME TESTIMONY I!

DEAR S1R,—I have much pleasure in testifying to the eflicacy of your Magnetic Belts
in allevianting and ultimately removing pain, My wife had suffered fora congiderable
time with an intense pain in her left side, caused by Rheumatism. At your sugggestion
she applied one of your Mugnetic Belts which has proved of great benefit. Immediately
after its application she experienced relief, and now the pain has cutirely gone. Being
thoroughly convinced of the curative power contained in your Magnetic Belts, I con-
fidently recommend persons similurly aMicted to try one of them, knowing whereof
1 speak. Yours truly, JOSEPH C. DODGE,

Superintendent Globe Joh Rooms.

TuoMAs J. Masoy, Fsq. 157 King Street East, ToroNTo, September 9, 1880
DeAnr Sir,—It is some two years since [ procured a Magneticon Lung Invigorator
one of my fumily, and we have used others of your applinuces since thut time, in each
ensoe with good effect. We have recommended them largely smong our friends, and 1 do

not hesitate to say that they accomplish all you eluim for them. M. WARDELL

TromAs J. Masoy, Fsq. LEFRroY, ONT., August 10th, 1880,
DEAR SIR, 1e poor old man concerning whom I have previously written you, was
attacked some four yoars ago with Typhoid Fever, which geemed to have settled in his
Spine, rendering him so helpless that e conld not even turh in bed. On writing to you,
you could not promise a eure, but were satisfied that he might be helped. Your promise
hias been fulfilled most satisfactorily, and though still to sowe extent crippled, he is able
to wet about o £ood denl and cultivate a nice lit'le garden. 1 have great pleasure in thus
bearing testimony to the benetit derived from your Belt in this case, which had resisted
every other remedy resorted to by the most skilful physicians., You may make any use
you plense of this lettor and as I have seen the old man every day, and am in no wa;
{nterested further than to perform the part of neighbour, 1 am not likely to be deceived,
or state what is not true. STANLEY SPI TT
Teacher S. 8. No. 8, Innisf

, Bimcoe Co.

To M. THOMAS J. MASON. 186 Queen Street West, ToRoNTO, 7th September, 1880.
DEAR Sii,—1t is due to yourself and to all sufferers that I should state the change
that has been effected in my case by means of your British Magneticon. It is but five
weeks ago that I was suffering acutely, both in my back and in one of my legs, as I
done for o long time previously, through exhaustion and excessive work. The first night
1 wore the Beit supplied by you I slept soundly, a luxury I had not experienced for many
woeks. 1 have beon steadily and rapidly improving from that time forth, and am confi-
dont that 1 have but to persevere in the use of the Belt yet further to recover my
strength. I shall always feel grateful to you for the kind consideration yon have
extended to me. Yours faithfully, LOUISA JEFFERIES.

There is no gainsaying the fuct that the MAGNETICON combines muny pointa of
excellonce which are not possessod by any other form of Electric Treatment.
The appliances are adapted for a

WIDER RANGE OF DISEASE,

and their influence is exerted more thoroughly npon the whole system, than by'any
other curative process; hence their unproecedented success.

By promptly and constantly ASSISTING NATURE, they quickly remove pain and
irritation, and so permanently build up the strength of any part—or the ‘NHOLE
HEALTH—that there is no return of the weakness or diseuse.

Sond your address for Paraphlet (Post Freo) with Testimoninis, Price Lists, and
general informution. The appliauces are sor t to any address on receipt of price.

Consultations always Free.

s See also former numbers of Banner.
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Special Announcement !

= et -

TO SCHOOLS OPENING IN THE SPRING.

We beg to call the attention of Schools opening in the Spring, and others, to
the following facts.—

Aleasant Fours

Has no rival in the country in the amount of good reading furnished for the price.
In support of this statement we beg to give the following entirely unsolicited letter
from an honoured minister of the Methodist Church of Canada, whose culture and
literary taste give to lis opinions the weight of authority. He says:

“The perusal of No. 4 of the second volume of Pleasant Hours has given me so
much pleasure that T cannot forbear writing you a note of thankful congratulation.
Its articles are gems of intellectual beauty and moral excellence. Old and young in
our families are greatly favoured in the possession of such a paper, unrivalled in
cheapness, variety, raciness, and moral tone of its contents. It makes the howrs
pleasant in many homes, Such literature as this is an honour to the Church, a
credit to its editor, and a general augury of the growth and trinmph of moral power
and principle in our land.  Go on and prosper. Your patrons should multiply by
tens of thousands over the continent.  Pleasant Howrs should be in all the homes
of the Dominion, Its Cutholic spirit ; its loyalty and patriotic genius ; its elevated
and practical morality, place it in the van of all literature for our sons and
daughters.  All Sunday-school workers ave belind the times who fail to avail them
selve of this grand auxiliary to their work.”

Pleasant Hours is published semi-monthly at the following rates per years
post-paid : when less than 20 copies, 30 cents each ; 20 to 40 copies, 27
cents ; 40 copies and upward, 25 cents. §

Che Sunbey

Is especially adapted for infant and primary classes. Its pretty pictures, large-type

reading, charming verses, and easy questions and answers on the Lessons make it u

universal favourite with the little folk and a great help to the teacher. The ques-

tions are much simpler than those in the Bereun Leaf or Scholar's Quarterly, and

the Sunbeam is better adapted for the younger classes than these. Specimens of all

our Sunday-school Helps free. Do not fail to send for them before ordering else

where.

The 3unbeam is published semi-monthly at the following rates perjyear, post-
paid : when less than 25 copies, 15 cents each; 25 copies and upwards,
12 cents.

Canadian Scholar’s Quarterly. Price, per year, post-paid, 8 cents each.

The Berean Lesson' Leaf is published monthly. Price, per year, post-paid
100 copies, $5 50.

-
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Riviseo Virsion & NEW TESTAMENT.

‘| he Revised Version is the joint property of the Universities of Oxford
and Cambridge.

AUTHORISED OR UNIVERSITY PRESS EDITIONS,
Copyrighted in Canada, will be published simultaneously in Great Britain, Canada, Australia, and
the United States, about the 17th of May next.

We buve made complete arrangements to have large orders filled of all sizes of type and styles of bind-
ing of the OFFICIAL EDITION
Our orders wero given and i

sived on the accepted conditions of supply, at the time stated in the
I'niversity Press Catalogue, *on or about the 17th of May.”

Therefore, our friends may t aesured that all orders glven to us will be filled at the earliest date pos-
sib'e. We ask the uttention of intending purchasers to the following varieties of styles, with prices, and
respectfully usk that they will gend in their orders gpeedily, which will have our prompt and careful

attention:
re: 4 x 5 1=2 inches.
SPECIMEN @
“ For mune eyes have seen thy salvation.”

Cloth, flush, red edges .....oooovenernee. §0 80 | Turkey Morocco, limp . 81 35
Roan, limp AR 0 60 | Turkey Morocco, ¢i cuit .. 180
Gmo. Nize: 4 L-Ax6ine
SPFCIMEN :
“For mine eyes have seen thy salvation.”

Cloth, hoards, red edges . &0 75 | Turkey Morocco, limp . S— L
Roan, limp ..o 1 00 | Turkey Moroceo, civenit 2 60
Long Primer own Nvo., Sizo: 43«4 x 631 inches
SPECIMEN @

“ For mine ¢ have seen thy salvation.”

Cloth, boards, red edges 35 ¢ Turkey Moroeco, limp ..o « 829
Roan, limp .. SR 1 h()l'l‘\nk«y Morocco, cireuit ... ” .. 350

Long Primer, Crown Svo, Size: 4 3.4 x 6 3-1 inches.

(O1d Style Type.)

Cloth, !Hlll'dh, red edges ... veirnenses 81 30 | Turkey Moroceo, “,"'l'.
Roan, limp ... . viiiiiiiee e 1 80 Turkey Morocco, eireuit
Picn, Demy Svo, Ni 2 x N 12 inches,
SPECTN
«For mine eyes have seen thy salvation.”
Cloth, bevelled, red edges.... .o £2 50 | Tuwikey Moroceo, boards .o.o..ovevinn 85 50
Picn, Roynl Svo, Niz

612 x 931,

SPECIME
« For mine eyes have seen thy salvation.”
Cloth, bevelled, uncut edges ......... . 83 75 | Cloth, bevelled, red edges .. ........ ... ¥3 75
Turkey Morocco, boards ... .o 87

THE GREEK TEXT OF THE NEW TESTAMENT WITH THE REVISORS' READINGS.
Demy Nvo, Size: N 3«4 x 6 x 1 1-2 inches,
reees oioe 88 95 | Turkey Moroceo, boards ....oeoeovveieienss 86 00
cap Svo. Nize: 6 3-8 x 4 5-8x Linches.
Cloth, boards ....ee.e.ioiveisnsnnes sores seenns $1 35 | Turkey Moroceo, Hmp .. wooves voviinnnnnns 52
Large poper edition of the preceding book. (Extra wide margin for notes,
Cloth, BORTAS vvivervisvees ssversrornns veeees . 84 50 | Turkey Morocco, boards

Any of the above will be mailed, post-free, on receipt of price. Toronto residents leaving their
orders will bave their books delivered.

As the revisors reserve to themselves the right to fix the prices of these books, any reduction
that they may make will also he made by us to our customers.

THE TRADE SUPPLIED.

Address orders to

METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSE,

78 & 80 KING STREET EAST, TORONTO, ONT.

Cloth, boards ........ccoenee




SUNDAY SCHOOL REQUISITES.

Ner Prices.

Anniversary Dialogues. Packages Nos. 1 and 2, each .......cov0ue - $0 50
Anniversary Dialogues. Packages Nos. 3, 4, and 5, each ... 0 4b
Anniversary Dialogues. By Mrs. R. P. Hopper. Price ........ ccooviieininnn 0 15
Anniversary Speaker. First and Second series, each ........ . 060
Anniversary Gems ..ceesses sosessasscessarss sssensossonsessoransies 0 60
First Reading Book for Sunday Schools. Paper, per dozen e 06
Second Reading Book. Per dozen.......coociieiiiiiiiiininiiniieinn. 0 95
Kirton's Standard Temperance Reciter. Boards .... 0 35
Kirton's Standard Sunday School Reciter. Boards. 0 35
Kirton’s Standard Band of Hope Reciter. Boards. 0 35
Librarian’s Account Book ....evieeeennns o RO ’ 0 50
Secretary’s Minute Book .. 0 50
8. S. Reciter. Cloth .... . 0 3b
8. 8. Speaker.  Cloth ....eviiviiienns 0 35
Sunday School Anniversary Book .. 0 60
Sunday School Celebration Book .......... 2% 0 66
Sunday School Class Book. Per dozen..........couuue. SRR ER R, SR i wes 07D
Sunday School Class Book. New design.  So arranged that the names need

only be written once.  Cloth, per dozen 1 50
Sunday School Register ....c.oe oo 0 50
8. 8. Anniversary Exercise, Each ... s dra AR S v GO
Sunday School SpPeaker « coveiuuvees oresiiin soriii e s 0 60

. CATECHISMS.
Methodist Catechism. No. 1, per dozen 0 25
Methodist Catechism. No, 2, per dozen ... 0 60
Methodist Catechism. No. 3, per dozen 07
Methodist Catechism. No. 1, 2, and 3, bound in 1 vol 025
REWARD CARDS, TICKETS, AND BOOKS.

Sunday School Reward Tickets, Per gross sus SESEHSEEEERRIIIVO SISO GO RBEES 012
Sunday School Reward Cards.  Per package, from 15¢ ORBN gicsnganivaisoniens
Sunday School Reward Books. 1In packages, containing 48, 24, 16, 12, and

6 books. Varying in size, according to number in package. Tllus

trated. Per package ceeecseens B ) cesseeane ssessenine 0 35
Sunday School Reward Books. In packages containing 12 hooks.......oouee. 015

THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.

In large print, which can be read at a distance of thirty feet. Mounted on

cloth and varnished with ring and roller, all veady for hanging up,

34 by 21 inches ...ovvvereiviinniisininieain siseessersessaNIITATIIIS 000 . 060
Per mail, pre-paid.... + covernieiiinee 0 65
Unmounted...eesessssesnnnens swis RETTEL TR DRI ST RERE RS SRR RSN OI TS IR 010

THE LORD'S PRAYER.
In large print, similar to the Ten Commandments. Mounted on cloth......... 0 60
Per mail, pre-paide... .o e, s sssvissvusnorsosionns 0 60
Unmounted seseees seeresrnsrsssnerssnssrarssssssanonns (RS TR syassns. O 30
MAPS.

New Map of Bible History, containing Travels of the Patriarchs from the

East of Canaan; and of the Apostles in Asia Minor and Greece.

Route of the Israelites from Egypt to Canaan, Ancient Jerusalem

and its Environs. Travels of the Apostle Paul, in Asia Minor,

Macedonia, &e. Bible Lands and parts of the Ancient World, Canaan,

or Promised Land, divided among the twelve tribes. Palestine, or

the Holy Land, illustrating the New Testament. Five feet five inches

sy four feet seven inches in size, mounted on cotton, with rings, roller,

B A0 ot vemats il Teursstineiins sissiciinsastris ittty B U0




Atlas of Seripture Geography, contuining 16 maps, with questions on each
map.  Price oo, Ko eup bR AR SRR AR RNBRSAS 0 30
Case’s Bible Atlas, needed in studying the 8. 8. Lessons.......... e L
INFANT CLASS PICTURE OBJECT LESSONS.
The Leaf Cluster. Quarterly. Leaves, each 33 by 46 inches in size. Ius-
trated in colours. Bold, beautiful type. Printed on good paper.
Price, per year, $4.40 ; per quarter, $1.10.  Will serve a class of any
size for a year. May be profitably used in mission schools, and for
general review in all schools, Every infant cluss in the country should
have u copy.  On uccount of the size it is excluded from the mails, we
are therefore oblige to Express them at the subscriber’s expense.

Large Bible Pictures. Beautifully colonved,  Per dozen  ........... neais 300
SABBATH SCHOOL MUSIC BOOKS.

Each.  Per. doz.

Sabbath-school Wave, board covers, . 80 50 H 00
Sabbath-school Organ, b ... 050 5 00
Sabbath-school Harmonium,* . 0 35 3 00
Sabbath-school Harp, o i .. 040 4 60
Good as Gold, L 0 3b 3 00
Joy and Gladness # 4 .. 03b 3 60
Welcome Tidings, # o 1038 3 60
Wreath of Praise, o 0 35 3 60
Songs of Salvation, @ s QS0 3 60
Jasper and Gold, o : 0 35 3 60
The Crown, o e 88 3 60
White Robes, s 0 35 3 60
The Hymnary, #" v D AG 3 60
Brightest and Best, # W 0 35 4 80
The New Song, 4 - w1080 5 40
Winnowed Hymns, “ L 0 30 3 60
Crown of Life, " " .. 035 3 60
New Joy Bells, L ” 0 35 3 60
Songs and Solos, Enlarged. Paper, W wy 039 3 00
Songs and Solos. Enlarged, Cloth, as . 0 45 4 80
Songs of Love and Mercy. ~ Paper, .. oy ... 030 3 00
Songs of Love and Mercy.  Cloth, i 0 45 4 80
Gospel Hymns and Sacred Song, . 0 30 3 50
e e 1,2,& 3, Cloth,... 100 10 00

TEMPERANCE MUSIC BOOKS.
Temperance Jewels,

% #0 35 83 60
Canadian Musical Fonntain,

0 35 3 60

(OMPANION, OR WORDS ONLY.

Sabbath-school Wave, 015 120
Sabbath-school Organ, o aw 0118 175
Sabbath-school Harmoniumn, B 015 120
Songs and Solos, Enlarged.  Paper,... i - e 005 0 60
Songs and Solos. Enlarged. Cloth, ... 0 10 0 90
Songs of Love and Mercy. — Paper,... wi 0100 0 60
Songs of Love and Mercy.  Cloth, ... 0 10 0 90
Gospel Hymns and Sacred Songs, Paper, ... ... 005 0 48
Gospel Hymos and Sacred Songs. Cloth, 0 07 0 60
Gospel Hymns and Sucred Songs. 1, 2, & 3, Cloth, * .. 020 2 16
Address,

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 King Street East,
TORONTO.




Sunday School Libraries !

“MODEL No, I.”

Fifty volumes, 16mo, well printed on , clear, i0ong paper, bound in best cloth, with no strawboard
in the covers, and put in & nice chestnut case. 12,320 pagos, fully illustrated, nvonglng nearly 250 pages
per volume and costing only 40 cents each. Fifty catalogues furn.shed with each library. Price $22 net.

Leaves from Mission Fields, Becret of Strength, Crescent and the Cross,
Lillie, Bhepherd King, Daughters of the Cross,
Look Upward, Bisters, The Dora's Mistake,

Lottie Lane, Bisters and not Sisters, dna Harrington,

Lucy Raymond, Bix Bul!-. dith Bomers,

Lucy Woodville, Bnow Family, Ethel's Pearls,

L nville, Btories of the Flowers, inding his Footprinty
Margaret of Navarre, Taylor, Jane c.llowins after Jesus,
Martyrs of Lebanon, Wicked Gate, Gaboon Stories,
Mission and Martyrs, ‘Wilford Parsonage, Grace's Visit,
Millicent's Eome, Among the Oaffres, History of Christianity
Mother West's Neighbors, Bertie's Birth.lay, Hopee of Hope Castle,
Netherclift, Blue Book Stories, Jem Morison,

Netty and her Sister, Buxton, Thomas l’., Jessie's Work,

Paul Venner, Christ in a German Home Jonas Clare,
Pilgrim's Path, Christmas Bheaf, Lady Alice Lisle.
Becrets Revealed, Climbers,

“MODEL No.2”

Fifty volumes, 16mo. Well printed on gcod, streng Ipl ver, bound in best cloth with no strawboard
in the covers, and put up in a nice case. 9,182 pages, fully 1llustrated. averaging nearly 2C0 pages per vol-
ume, and costing only 33 cents each. Fifty catalogues furnished with each library. Price, $16.50 net,

This Library, differing entirely from *“Moprr No, 1,” and thus ;voﬂectlf adapted for uee with it, will be
found to contain books by some ef the “3 best American nuthors. Religious instruction and the most
entertaining reading, will be found combined with History, Science, and Btory. Sold only in sets,

Lannie, Temperance Tales, Vol, 1. Dairyman’s Daughter, The

Maple Hill, . w & Down in a Mine,

Marbleside, w & F.lton Wheatley,

Mattie's Missionary Box. w e b

Missing Boat. we By

Mother’s Pearl. o

New Btories from an Old Book, There's Time Enough,

Our Charlie, Transplanted Shamrook

Plants. Twilight Stories,

Pleasant Grove. Uncle Downes' Home,

’lmmum Tales, TioF XV-llur I;lghtli;;on Pletures, g o o

| , or Beque erry. pples of G.1d, oney Makers, The,
tambles ntt:rozmd Shells. Aunt Elsio's Posts, How to be a Hero.
teef Village. Ben Holt's Good Name, Jerry and his Friends.
tose the Comforter. Bread of Life, The, Lame Willie,
uth and Little Jane, Clevelands, The Lilian,

jenses, The. Cozy House Tales, g

“MODEL NO. 3.

This Library has 50 volumes, 16mo books (many of them recently fssued), printed on best paper, well bound in best
English cloth, and put up in nice chestnut case, and 18 sold at the net price of fifty-five cents per volume by the set.
is Library sverages almost 300 pages per volume, and has over 800 engravings.
It contains books suited for the larger classes in the Sunday-8chool, and by the very best of authors.
Nothing equal to it has ever been cffered at any such price,

PRICE, $27.50 net. Fifty Cntnlogues furnished with cach Library,

Ada and Gerty, Happiness, Rebe's Common Sense,

Among the Alps, Hours with Mamma, Ruthie’s Venture,

Anchored How Tiptoe Grew, Sacred Streams,

Band of 8ix Human Sorrows, Scenes from the Life of St. Paul,
Bessie Lovell, Kate Wood

)
Bettie and her Cousin Harry,
Bible 8ketches, Vol. I.,

Bible Sketches, Vol. 11,
Daughters of the Prairie, The
Ella Ross,

Emily Ashton,

Enlisted for Life,

!’lo{ Lindsley,

Frolic and hor Priends,

From Four to Fourteen,
Glimpses of West Africa,
Gretchen,

Hard Problem, The

man,

Life's Battle Lost and Won,

Lindenwood,

Margie Hargrave, and the Percy
Children,

Madge Graves,

May Btanhope and her Friends,

N;ph?r- and Companions of 8t,
aul

Missionary Life in Persia,
Nuts for Boys to Crack,

0ld Schoolfellows,

Our Summer at I‘lll-ldo Farm,
Prophet of the Highest,

Scenes in Hawaiian Islands and Cali-
fornia,

8on of Man, The

Story of James Moran, The

Summer in the Forest,

8ybil Grey,

Thorny Path,

Tiptoe,

Tyndale, William,

Under Shelter,

White Foreigners, The

Winthorpes, The

Working and Winning.

Address,] WILILIAM BRIGGH, 78 & S0 King Street East, Toronto ;

and at Methodist Book Rooms, Montreal, P.Q., and Halifax N. B,
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARIES.

EXCELSIOR NO. 1.

Fifty volumes, strongly bound, of excellent books. $15 net.

The Two Heaps. Don't Wait,
Climbing the Glacier, Little Ben.

Our Little Girls, Barton Todd.

Poor Little Joe. Coming to the Light.
Bound Out, Joe and Jim,

The Orange Seed. Maggie and Her Friends.
Hatty and Marcus. Kenny's Mills.

Kate Darley. May Chester.

Faith and Patience Horace and May.
Nellie Greyson. Upward and Onward,
Eaton Parsonage, Only a Dandelion,
General Frankie. Margaret at Home.
Perfect Light. Precious Stones.
Meggie of the Pines, Hope Cambell.

Elly’s Visit. Sydney Stuart.

Zoe, an Allegory. Kenneth and Hugh,
The Old Stone Chimney.

EXCELSIOR NO. 2.

Forty volumes, strongly bound, Al good books. $14 net.

The Secret Drawer.
The Story Lizzie Told.
Under Gray Walls,
Little Musicians.
(Gentle Gracie.

Keep to Your Right.
The Lost Pearl.
Summer Holidays.
Lost Willie.

Pet Dayton.

Lost and Found.
Three Days.

The Gleaners.
Lydia's Duty.
Painstaking.

Clover Glen.

The Right Way.

On the Ferry Boat.

A Very Simple Story.
Black Judy.

Grafted Trees.
Vacation Sketches.
Nine Saturdays.
Honest and Earnest.

Agatha Lee,

Emily Douglas.

Fiddling Freddie.

The Fountain of Living Waters.
Peterchen and Gretchen.
Golden Fruit,

Goodly Cedars,

Our Summer at Sunnybrook.
Joseph, the Model Man,
Annie Mason,

Belle Loval.

Canterbury Bells,

Heart and Hand.

Lily Gordon.

Jack and Rosy.

Ernest, a true story,
Cousin Bertha's Stories.
Under the Pear Tree,
Jesus on Earth,

Little Threads,

Babes in the Basket.

Fifteen large

Plus and Minus,

Day After To-Morrow.
Working{nnd Winning,
Master Mechanic.
Opposite the Hill.

Fifteen large

Miriam Brandon.

White Rock Cove.
Little Nellie,

Village School Mistress.
Climbing the Mountain,

Hugh's Fire on the Mountain.

The Littie Preacher.

The Lord Will Provide.

Margie's Matches.

Mary Burns.

The Wreck of the Ville du
Havre.

EXCELSIOR NO. 8.

volumes, strongly bound and beautifully illustrated. $9 net.

Gold and Gilt.

Lost Piece of Silver,
Walter Robinson,
Mabel's Message.
Glen Elder.

EXCELSIOR NO. 4.

volumes, beautifully illustrated and strongly bound. 89 net.

0ld Red House.

Nanny Davenport.

John Dane,

Home in Rough Suburb.
Arthur Lee,

Watson’s Woods,
Nidworth,

One Hour a Week,
The Orphan Nicces,
Rest and Unrest.
Emma Parker.

Mercy Glidden,

Pearl Necklace.
Sunshine and Shadow,
Mary Bruce.

Gerty Harding,

Pilgrim Street.
Little Christie,
Paul Preston.
Candle Lighted.
Upward Path,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 & 80 King Street East, Toronto.

AND AT

Methodist Book Rooms, Montreal, P.Q., and Halifax, N.S




TORONTO

SELECTEDR LIBRARIES.

All these Books are selected from the WINNOWED LISTS, and put up in a Hundred Volumes
in each Library, uniform in binding and enclosed in a neat wooden case, for the very small sum cf

$27.50 NET TO SABBATH SCHOOLS.

These are decidedly the best Libraries that can be obtained in this country for the money. Bold

only in sets at these prices.

TORONTO SELECTED LIBRARY NO.

Abel Grey.

Andy O'Hara.

Annie Lee,

Arbour, The.

Arnold Leslie,

Benjie and His Friends
Backwoods' Boy.

Bible Pictures for Children.
Castillian Martyrs,

Child’s Anti-Slavery Book.
Clara, the Motherless.
Daisy Downs.

Eleanor Grey.

Ellen and Sarah.

Facts About Boys.

Facts About Girls.

Fatal Fend.

First Day of the Week.
Forbes Family.

Foster Brothers.

Frank Ellston.

Gerald.

Giant-killer,

Girls at School.

Hannah Lee.

Henry's Fireside,

Home Pictures for the Little

Ones.

Hour and a Half in a Country
Sanday-school.

Iron Cage.

Itinerant, The.

John Wheeler's Two Uncles,

Juna Atherton.

Katie Seymour.

|
|

Last Day of the Week,
Little Jessie's Work.
“ May.
“  Shoemakers.
“ Things.
“ Tiger Lily.
Local Preacher.
London in Modern Times.
Lost Money Found.
Manners of the Ancient Israel |
1tes,
Margaret Browning
Margaret Craven,
Margaret Maxham,
Mattie Gregg.
Mighty Deep.
Miles Lawson.
Minnie Ray.
Minnie Wingfield.
Money Matters Explained to
the Young.

Myron.

My Youthful Days,

Nellie Morris,

Nellie Russell.

Nelson’s Journal,

Nineveh.

Our Katie.

Parson Hubert's School.

Pearls for the Little Ones.

Picture Book of Oue Hundred|
Pictures, |

Pierre and His Family.

Pleasant Talks.

Poor Nelly.

1, $27.560 net.

Potter’s Common,
Prompter. Vol. 1L
Roby Family.
Roden Family.
Rosa, the Work Girl.
Roge Cottage.
Self-kuowledge.
Self-willed Susa.
Shepherd of Salisbury Plaius,
Stories in Verse.
of Ancient Rome. Vol. I,
" woow 1L
of France.
of Italy.
of Mexico.
w of Spain,
Story Book, The,
Sunday-school Facts,
Sweet Corabella,
Sylvia Aust in.
Theobald, the Iron-hearted,
Thoughts of Heaven,
Too Late.
Traits and Legends of Shetland,
Village Science.
Voices from the Old Elm.
Waif from the Riverside.
Week Completed, The.
What Catherine Did.
What Norman Saw.
Whirlpool, The.
Young Envelope-makers.
Young Pilgrim,
Young Gold Seeker.
Youth's Monitor. Vol L
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Abel Bisby.

Adult Scholar,

Alice and Her Friends.
Amy's New Home.
Ancient Egypt.
Anutidote to Backsliding,
Archie Grey.

Aunt Effie.

Aunt Mabel.

Babe and Princess.
Bessie Field.

B ble-class in the Parsonage.
Blessings in Disguise.
Brandy Drops.

Bright Nook.

British Nation,

|
|

Budget of Facts.

Chair Pulpit, The.
Children of Old Park.
Children’s Book of Sermons,
Christian Labourer.
Christmas Bracelet,
Clara DeMonthly.
Crooked Tree, The.
Down in a Mine.

Dying Saviour,

Earnest Labourer,
Emily’s Day Dreams,
Ernest Richmond.
Eucharist, The,

Facts for Boys and Girls,
Footprints of Popery.

Found at Eventide,
Gerald Kopt, the Foundling,
Grace Abbott.

' Happy Mike,

Happy New Year, A.
Harry Ashton's Wish.
Harry, the Sailor Boy,
Harry, the Whaler,
Helen Maurice,

! Helpful Susan.

Imogen, the Orphan Princess,
. Irish Schelar,
| Isabella’s Trials,
| Jenuy, the Crotchet-maker.
| Jesuits, The.
| Johnny and His White Mice.
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Joseph Martin,
Life in the Woods.
Life of Enoch George.
“  8ir 1. Newton.
Julius Ceesar.
“  McKendrie,
Little Brown Jug.
““ Davie.
“ Fish Pedlar.
¢ Joe Ashton.
* Mabel's Friends,
“ Orange Sellers.
Pansy.
Pauper.
‘“ Bea Bird,
“ Wendalls,
Lizzie Hagar,
Mary Woodman,

| Mattie; or, Life for Others,
Missing Boat.

| Model Boy, Payson.
My Brother Bex.
Naughty Girl Won
Nellie Newton.
Old Jonas.
Only a Penny.
Our Next-door Neighbours,
Paul and Harry Fane.
Poppy’s Spring Holidays.
Power of Kindness.
Sammy Seymour.
Sarah’s Home.
School Boy Life, A.
Scripture Text, Story of.
Sermons to School Girls,
Shooting at a Mark.
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Steps up the Ladder.
Story of the Woods.

Story of the Nile,
Summer at Walnut Ridge.
Sunday among Puritans,
Sunday Hours.

Telescope and Microscope.
Temperance Boys.
Thoughtless Rosa.

Trip to the Weldon Woods.
Una’s Papa.

Unecle Jabez.

Walter and the Prize.
Widow Davis,

Young Andrew's Revenge.
Young Quaker.

# These Books have all been read and approved of by the S. 8. Board. =8

NEVER

BEFORE OFFERED!

THE ACME
SUNDAY SCHOOL LIBRARY,

No. 1. 50 Large Volumes. 16mo. Price $23 net.
CONTAINING 14,646 PAGES, AND 127 FULL-PAGE CUTS,
Bound in uniform style, in extra cloth, and fimished in black and gold; put up in a neat
The retail prices of these books are trom $1.25 to §1.50 each

|imitation walnut box.

THIS

Hiss Hesba Stretton.
Miss Anna Shipton
Miss Chellis.

Mrs. Madeline Leslie.
Miss Agnes Giberne.
Mrs. Sarah G. Cornell.
Mrs. C. E. K. Davis.
Mrs. M. A. Dennison.
Mr. Edmund Clark.

Aunt Rebecea's Charge, §
Aunt Lois.

Bernice, the Farmer's Daughter,

Bertie's Birthday Present.
Captain Russell's Watchword.
Carl's Home,

Every Day Duties,

Eleanor Willoughby's Self.
Faithful in the Least.

Finding Shelter

Froggy's Little Brother.
Father Muller.

Gathered Sheaves,

Hearts Delight,

Isaae Phelps, the Widow's Son
Jessica's First Prayer.
Jimmy's Shoes.

IS A VERY CHOICE SELECTION,

And are by the following popular authors :

Mrs. Newton.

Mrs. Kelley.

Mrs, Grommer.

Miss Annette L. Noble.
Mrs. Boardman.

Mrs. Walker.

Mrs. Wright.

Mrs. Prosser.

Miss May Graham.

CATALOGUZRE.
Little Meg's Children.
Ned's Search,
Not Forsaken.
Old Sunay
The Family Doctor.
The Golden Work.
The Golden Fruit,
The Golden Life.
The Golden Heart.
The Squire’s Daughter.
Tom Carter,
The Whole Armour.
Wayside Service,
Wee Donald.
Miriam Brandon.
Mary's Patient’s Bank.
Newell Boys,

Franz Hoffman.

Miss Content Whipple.
J. McNair Wright.

J. F. Moore.

*George E. Sargeant.

Abby Eldridge.
F. H. North.
Brenda.

Robert Joy's Victory.
Simon Martin,

Upward F
Bessie Brown
Door Without a Knocker,
Vivian and Her Friends.

Emily's Bracelet.

Ellen Vincent,

The Poor Clerk.

Hattie Powers.

Mece:

Mrs. Fielding'’s Household,

Mark Steadman,

Old Barracks.

:l{nulll_\ Fogg's Old Ledger.
'wo Books.

This is our LATEST LIBRARY. The books are large in size and fully adapted, in
interesting and instruetive reading, for the senior elasses of onr Sabbath Schools,
WILLIAM BRIGGS,

78 and 8o King Street Last, Toronto;

Address,

or, Montreal Book Room, 3 Bleury Street, Montreal, P.Q).




ECONOMICAL 8. S. LIBRARIES,

A. 60 vols., 16mo, net to Sunday Schoals, $24 50.
B. 60 vols., 16mo, ol $29 00.
C. 40 vols., 16mo, Ll 4 $18 60.
Primary. 40 vols., 18mo, $7 50.

##" Catalogues furnished with each Library. Send for Circular,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, 78 and 80 King Street East, Toronto.

VOICES FROM THE THRONE;

Or, God's Calls to Faith and Obedience.

BY THE REV. JAMES C. SEYMOUR.

12mo, cloth ; 153 pages, Price 50 cents.
Rev. Shaw, LL.B., Professor in the Wesleyan Theological College, Montreal, says :—*‘1
have u"ul tlus book with mnch interest and ~|vnltu al profit, Im sre is much rich, vigorous ‘thought,
admirably expressed, and worthy of McDuil's series of De evotional Writings, and superior to what

may be found in many n'.lwr devotional works equally famous, It is appropriate to the times, and
is sure to do much good ’

Of this book, Dr. Potts, Pastor of the Metropolitan Church, Toronto, says: ‘It has
Baxterian ring uf evangelical earnestness. I believe it has a mission of blessing to many, and for
a long time to come.”
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The Liver, the Bowels and the Kidneys.

These at anuuN are the natural cleans
ersof t Hu) work well, healith
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dreadful d B nnu u. e to follow with

TERRIBLE SUFFERINC.
Biliousness, Headache, Dyspepsia, Jaun-
dice, Constipation and Piles, or Kid-
ney Complaints, Gravel, Diabetes,
or Rheumatic Pains and Aches,
are ([1‘\1‘10‘;“11 because the blood 18 poisoned
with_the humors that should have been

expelled naturally.
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BABY CABINET ORGAN—-NEW
REE AND A QUARTER OCTAVES, in
WALNUT CASE, decorated with GOLD BRONZE.
Length, 30 inches; height, 33 in.; depth, 14 in.

This novel style of the MASON & HAMLIN CAB-
INET ORGANS (ready this mwonth) has sufficient
compass and capacity for the performance, with full
parts, of Hymn Tunes, Authems, Songs, and Popular
Sacred and Secular Music generally. It retains to a
wonderful extent, for an instrument so small, the
extraordinary excellence, both as to power and qual
ity of tone, which has given the MASON & HAMLIN
Cabinet Organs their great reputation and won for
them the HIGHEST DISTINCTIONS at EVERY
ONE of the GREAT WORLD'S INDUSTRIAL EX-
HIBITIONS for THIRTEEN YEARS. EVERY ONW
WILL BE ¥ULLY WARRANTED. CASH PRICE 9,
on receipt of which it will be shipped as directed.
IF ON REL.CEIPT AND TRIAL 1T DOES NOT SBATIEFY THH
PURCHASER, 1T MAY BE RETURNED AND THE MONEY
WILL BE REFUNDED.

EIGHTY STYLES of Organs are regularly made
by the MASON & HAMLIN €O, from the BABY
CABINET ORGAN at #22, to large CONCERT OR-
GANS at 000, aud upwards. The great majority are
at 2100 to $200 each. ILLUSTRATED CATA-
LOGUES, CIRCULARS, and PRICE LISTS free.

MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN ceo.,

164 Tremont St., BOSTON ; 46 East 14th St NEW
YORK ; 149 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO.
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. O

One HHundred Volumes for #2500 net,

PUT UP IN AN
Jonsisting of books by the following anthors
(. A.Wilkinson, Glance Gaylord, J. J. Porchatt
Comyn, Frances Lee, Mrs, betham, W. H. G. K
and by the aathors of
and *“ Jessie Books,” &e.

AT WOUDEN ¢ s

Emma Marshall, Mary Howitt, B. E. Wright
Mrs. O'Reilly, T. Taylor, Anna H. Diury, L. N
aston. Miss Chesebro’, W. S, Urmy, Aunt Emi y ;

Jessica's First Prayer,” * Books of Blessing,” ** Meadowside Stories,

Containing over 15,600 Pages and 30  Illustrations. Sold only in Sets.

Jessie Says So.
ie a Pilgrim,
's GGolden Rule.
s Place.
sy's Home,

s Cousin,
Daisy’s Visit to Henwood.
May Days at the Cliffords’,
Josey the Runay
Irish Jem's Three Trials.
Bob the Bootblack.
Trial of Obedience.
The Little Black Hen.
The Two School Girls.
Martha's Hymmn,
Gertrude and her Cat,
T'he Prince in Disguise,
The Carpenter’s House,
The Rose in the Desert.
Althea,
Stories from Aunt Deborah’s Drawer.
Lonely Lily.
Ciarie's Little Charge
Nellie Rodney’s Sorrows,
Frankie and his Friends
The Littl: Missionary.
The Wood-Carvers.
Alice Leigh's Mission.
Real Robinson Crusoes,
A Home Tour with Aunt Bessie.
Little Gregg and the Tinker's Letter,
Meadowside ; or, Aunt Grace and Dora.
Sally Grafton and her Teacher.
The Book. A Story of the Mountains.
Faithful Lina. The Storyof Three Swiss Orphans.
Katie and her Mother ; or, The Widow's Trust.
Victor ; or, Paris Troubles and Provence Roses.
Good Daughters; or, The Sea-shore and the
Anton, the Peasant Boy. [Cottage.
Maggie Fuller,
The China Cup.
Miss Howard s School.
The Boy Artist.
Great Things Done by Little People.
Matty’s Hungry Missionary Box.
Motherless Martha's Home.,
Hope On ; or, The House that Jack Built.
Little Aggie's Fresh Snow-drops.
Brook Silverton.
The Lost Lilies.

WILLIAM BRIGGS

Or Montrenl Book Room, 3 Bleury S, Montrenl.
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78 and IS0 King St E,,Toronto,

Grace Hall,
| Little Harry's Troubles,
| ies about the Little Ones,
Stories about the Little Ones.
1e Fisher Boy's Sceret.
| Archie and his Sisters,
| Archie and Nep.
| Alone in London.
i Kitty Swindon's Text,
‘ Happy Halt-Hours,
John Oriel's Start in Life,
| Willic and Lucy at the Sea-side,
1 Home Life at Greystone Lodge.
| Christmas at Sunberry Dale.
Hurry Weston's Battles,
| Nellie, Connie, and Sil
| About Common Wonders,
| Parables of Auimals,
E Traps to Catch Foxes,
| Helen and her Sisters,
On a Candlestick
Charity's Birthday Text.
Little Bessie, and How she Kept the Wolf from
Herbert’s First Year at Bramford,  [the Door,
Motherless Meg.
My Little Friends.
Katie's Work.
The Two Bens,
Elsie and Gatty.
Charlotte and her Enemy.
The Three Half-Dollars,
Paul’s Mountain Home.
Harry and Phil,
The Little Medicine-Carrier.
The Fishermen of Gamp's Island.
The Story of May.
The Fisherman's Children,
Woodbury Farm.
The Log-House by the Lake.
Charles Russell,
Willie’s Lesson.
Willie Trying to be Manly.
Willie Trying to be Thorough.
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Willie Seeking to be a Christian.
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS,

SECOND QUARTER—STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL OF LUKE.

MAY, 1mm=1.

A.D.29. Miay 8.

LESSON V.—LOST AND FOUND; or, The Joy of the Angels.
GENERAL STATEMENT.

Jesus had visited Jerusalem at the Feast of Tabernacles (Lesson 11), and, driven away by the
Pharisaic party, had sought refuge in the province of Perea, east of Jordan, until the hour for
his sacrifice should arrive. Conscious that the timne was short, he was preaching the Gospel wit
renewed zeal during the last month of his ministry. The people of Perea were semi-Gentile in
their surroundings, and less controlled by tradition than the stricter Jews of Jerusalem, so that
they gave willing heed to the words of Christ, of whom they had heard much by report, but whom
they now saw for the first and the only time. Crowds attended his teachings, as during his earlier
ministry in Galilee : and the welcome of the Pereans v as all the more precious to the heart of
Christ from its contrast with the persecutions in Judea, and from his foreknowledge of the Cross,
which was ever in his mental vision, and daily drawing nearer. Some of the most gracious of
Christ's words, and the very pearl of all his parables, belong to this period in his ministry.
There were two classes of people who were especially interested in his preaching and largely re-
presented in his audiences ; the publicans who were numerous in this district, where they were
perhaps less despised than in the other provinces, and ‘‘ the sinners,” or thoee who had thrown
off the irksome obligations of the Jewish law, and with it, too often, the restraints of conscience.
These people found a strange attraction in the words of Christ, which proclaimed standards
higher than the Mosaic law, yet were tender and loving toward those who were conscious of
their own sinfulness. While Christ searched their consciences, he met them freely in social life,
to the wonder and scorn of the Pharisees and scribes. In response to the cavils of these critics,
Christ gave these parables ; one presenting the sinner as a wandering lamb, sought among the
mountains by the Shepherd ; the second as a lost treasure, searched after diligently until found ;
;ho }:hird as the wayward, repentant son, welcomed to the home and the board by a forgiving

ather.
Luke 15, 1-10. | Exp y and P ieal
[ Memory verses, 4-7.] |  Werse 1. Publicans. The tax-gatherers, who were hated

1 Then drew near unto him | by the people as the instruments of Roman oppressior, and on
all the publicans and sinners | dccount of their own extortions. They bought their offices, fixed
for to hear him. | the assessment at their own figures for each person, and collected

| mot only for the government but for their own purses. Sinners
‘i It is uncertain whether this word refers to people actually wicked,
or to those who were carcless of the Mosaic law with all its mi-
nute traditional regulations. There must have been among the
Jews a large class of people who found the burdens of Mosaism,

2 And the Pharisees and | as currenz%y interpreted, intolerable, and, in greater or less de-

scribes murmured, saying, | gree, cast off its yoke. These were branded by the strict Jews
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This man recciveth sinuers,
and eateth with them.

Matt. 21. 81: The publicans and
the harlots go into the kingdom of
God before you.

3 And he spake this par-
able unto them, saying,

4 Whatman of you having

f
n

L
which is lost, unt

it

Isa. 63. 6: All we like sheep have
gone astray ; we have turned every
one to s own way, Psa, 119, 1762
1 have gone astray like & lost sheep ;
week thy servant.

5 Aund when he huth found
it, ke lnyeth iton hisshould-
er, rejoicing,

John 10, 11 : 1 am the good shep-
herd : the good shepherd piveth his
life for the sheep. Heb. 12, 2@
Jesus the author und finisher of our
faith ; who for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross, des-
pising the shaie.

6 And when he cometh
home, he cnlleth together
his (riends and neighbours,
saying unto them, Rejoice
with me; for I have found
my sheep which wans lost.

Matt, 18. 18: He rejoiceth more
of that sheep than of the ninety
and nine which weunt not astray.

7 A wny unto you, that like-
i e in heaven
that repent=
eth, more than over ninety
unine just persons which
uneed no vepentance.

Matt. 18. 14 : It is not the will of
your Father which is in heaven,
that one of these little unes should
perish.

8 EKither what woman bav-
ing ten pieces of silver, if she
lose one piece, doth not light

as * sinners,” and thus living illegally would be likely also to
live immorally. To hear him. Those who were despised by
others, and woo felt themselves to be unworthy, found 10 Jesus
al.we which lifted them above their ginfulness. 1. Those who
would save sinners must be able to feel for them. 2. There may
be popular presching which is yet faituful preaching.

2. Pharisees. Even in Perea there were orthodox Jews who
lookel with contempt on the balf-heathen rabble around Jesus,
This man. Literaily, * this fellow,” a term of some contempt.
Receiveth sinners. That which was our Lord's greatest glory
was at the same time in men's eyes a shawme. 3. If Christ did
not receive sinners how could there be any saints ? Eateth
with them. A rtrict Jew bccame ceremonially defiled by eat-
ing with Gentiles or neglecters of the law (Gal, 2. 12); but Christ
dealt with men as men, avd was independent of the tradition-,
4. Christ came to break down the artificial barriers of cliss, und
to make all men as brothers.

3, 4. What man of you He turns the foree of the parable
upon the murmurers, by show ing that what they would do for a
sheep, was what he was doing for & soul, Having an hun-
dred sheep, e shepherd in the parable is the owner of the
flock, and uot an hireliog. 5 Every man belongs to Christ,
gince he has bought us with his own blood. Lose one of
them. The n .tural type of the sinuer is tiic lost sheep, without
power to return to the f Id, and without meaus of defence uzainst
the foe. 0. A soul is safe only as it is in Christ, 7. When but
one lamb from Clrist's flock 18 lost the shepherd misses it. John
10. 14, In the wilderness, That is, in the open fields of
pasture. Go after.... lost. Clii t's coming to varth wasa
going after the lost, and 1 all his ministry this was his aim, “to
geck and save the lost,” 8. Those who would save souls must
not be content with sending others after the lost, but must go
themselves. 9. As with Christ, so with his Chureh, the mission
ary work should be deemed first in importance.

5, 6. Layeth it on his shoulders. As shepherds in the
East are often seen carrying shecp too weak to walk, 10. As
Christ treats the returning sinver, so should ¢ hrist's Cuurch deal
with them, in infinite tenderness. Rejoicing The salvation of
souls is not 1o Christ a burden, but a plcasure ; just us the mother
rejoices over her sick chill when the tide of disease has turned,
although she has nights of watching yet before her. His friends
and neighbours. Whedon regards this as symbolizing * his
fellow, but under shepherds, the pastois of his tlock.” Rejoice
with me. 11, Every saved soul brings delight to Christ, and
should gladden the hearts of his Church.

7. Isay unto you. There is maje-ty in this calm, simple
«1.7 “I'who come from heaven, tell you what most pleases
heaven.” Joy shall be in heaven. An assurance that dwel-
lers in heaven, whether saints or angels, take interest in, and are
eognizaut of, at least some evenls that occur on the earth. One
sinner that repenteth. Repentance is here not merely sor-
row over sin, but sincere turning from it to God. The hour
when the sinner’s will is won to Christ is the hour when heaven
rejoices over him. 12, The most important moment of & soul's
history is that when it casts iteelf on Christ. Just persons,
who need no repentance. Because they have already re-
Banwd and found merey ; or (as L. Abbott suggests), ** Christ

ere takes the Pharisees at their own estimate of themselves,
Assuniug that they are what they think themselves to be, then
there is greater joy over the repentant publicans and sinners than
o er them.”

8. Either what woman. The preceding parable dwelt up-
on Gol's love; this dwells upon God's thoroughness in -
deavouring to savesinners. Some hold that the wo.uan represents
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acandle, and sweep the house,
and seek diligently till she
find it ?

9 And when she hath found
it, she calleth her friends and
her neighbours together, say-
ing, Rejoice with me ; for 1
have found the piece which 1
had lost.

10 Likewise, | say unto
you, There ie joy in tha pre.
sence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repent-
eth,

Matt. 18. 10: Take heed that ye
despise not one of these little ones ;
for [ say unto you, That in heaven
their angels do always bshold the
face of my Father which is in
heaven, Ezok, 33, 11: 1 have no

leasure in the death of the wicked ;

ut that the wicked turn from his
way and live.

l the Church, the bride of Christ, the shepherd. Ten pieces of
‘ silver. The piece of silver is a drachma, worth fifteen or six-
| teen cents, and the wages of a day's work. In the East, silver
¢ins are often worn by women as a head-dress. Lose one
piece. Tha piece of silver, lost in the dust of the houve, yet
| ven there bearing the stamp of the king, is an admirable illus-
| tration of man in his ruined condition, uncon-cious of his kingly
osition, and useless to the world, yet well worth the seeking.
| ?oight a candle. Inthe East houses have but few windows,
and are dark even in the day-time ; hence, to search thoroughly,
a candle must be lighted. 13. So the sinner cannot be found
| unless sought by the light of divine truth, the word of God.
| Bweep the house. This may indicate the general upturning
and arousing which often accompanies the secking of the sinner.
| Revivals and the ingathering of souls are often attended with a
certain excitement, and an apparent confusion.

9, 10. Her friends and neighbours. No special c¢lass of
beings is here typitied, but the general joy of the Church aver
the salvation of men is illustrated. Joy in the presence of
the angels. The joy of saints in glory, and the richer joy of

| the Saviour on the throne. One sinner. 14. If one sioner's
| repentance can attune the harps of heaven, how casily may dis-
| ciples awake those strains by winning souls?

|

- A, D, 20, abnut a month before Christ’s death.
V, Vi, V11, VI, all belonyg to one series of dis- |
1l were given in Perea, while Jesus was on his |

T
Lessons
eour-es

ENSON IV VNS,
No. 887, New Hymn Book. .M
Jesus, great 8hepherd of the sheey,
To thee for help we fly ;

Thy little floek in safot
For, Oh ! the wolf is

Us into thy protection take,
And gather with thy arm ;

Unless the fold we first forsatie,
The wolf can never harm,

We laugh to scorn his eruel power,
While by our Shepherd’s side ;

The sheep he never can devour,
Unless he first divide.

No. 834, New Hymn Book.
Raviour like a Shepherd lead us,

8,7,8,7,4,7.

In thy plessunt pa

astures feed us,
For our use th

ficlls prepare @

Bles-ed y
Thou hast bouzht us, thine we are.
We are thine, do thou befriend us,
Be the guardian of our way ;
Keep thy fi ¢k, from sin defend us, |
Beek us when we go astray : |
Blessed Jesus,
Hear, O hear us, when we pray !
No. 819, New Hymn Rook. 64,6.4,6,6,6,4.
Bhepherd of tender youth,
Guiding in love and truth
Through devious ways;
Christ our triumphant King,
We come thy name to sing ;
Hither our children bring
To shout thy praise.
Ever be thou our Guide,
Our Shepherd and our pride,
Our staff and song ;
Jesus, thou Christ of God,
By thy perennial word
Lead us where thou hast trod,
Make our faith strong.

Much we need vhy tenderest care ; \

MHMOME READING™.
M. Lost and found. Luke 16. 1-10.
Tu. S i the sinner,  Matt. 9. 1-138,
W, Inviting the unworthy. Luke 14, 15-24
Th. The publican saved. Luke 19, 1-10.
F. 'The persecutor saved,  Acts ¥6. 1-20.
S.  Enemies reconciled. Rom. 5. 1-11.
=, Led by the Shepherd 3. 1-6.
ONS ON '

E OUTLINE,

1. Lost, v, 1-4,

At what period in Christ's life, and what place, were

these parables given?

Why was his mmnistry so popular in that section?

What classes especially followed him ?

Who are meant b; publicans and sinners "

Why were they erested in Christ's teaching?

How did the Pharisees regard their coming, and why?

How did Christ regard their coming? Luke &. 32,

Wherein did Christ thus give an example to the

Church?

How did he describe the condition of a

first parable ?

To what is the sinner ecompared in Psa, 119, 176, and

in Isa, 53, 67
2. Nought, v. 68,

What does the shepherd do for his lost sheep?

Whom does the shepherd represent ?

How does Christ seek the sinner?

How does he treat the sinner when found ?

What do the rejoicings represent?  Gonpes Texr.

When does a sinner repent? Why is there such re-

Jolcing

How may we aid in causing it?

3. ound,v. 9, 10,

What does the sceond parable show ¥

What is represented by the woman in this parable

How should the Church seek the lost souls?

What is here taught as to the preciousness of soulst

Who are the *“friends and neighbours " in this parable

In what are angelic beings interested ?

What, then, should we consider the most important

matters of interest on the earth?
TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.
What does this lesson teach—
1. Concerning the character of Christ?
2, Coneerning the worth of a soul?
3. Concerning the joy of salvation?

‘Phe Lesson Catechism, —(For the entire achool.)
1. By what parable did Christ rebuke those who mur-
mured when the publicans and sinners came to hear him ?
The lost sheep and the lost money. 2. To what did he
compare the sinner in the first parable? To a sheep lost
among the mountains. 8 What does the shepherd do
for such? He leaves the flock and seeks it. 4. To what

inner in the
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was the sinner compared in the second parable ? To a | other event awakens the interest of heaven.
lost picee of money. What does the woman of the | %

Bousy do for her lost money ? She secks until she finds | ¥+ 7+ J "

it. 6. Over what does Jexus tell us that there is joy in 7. The salvation of souls requires thor-

heaven? Over one sinner that repents. oughness and earnestness of endeavour on
DoCTRINAL SUaarsTIoN —Salvation for sinners. [ the part of the Church. v. 8.

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOSLE. CATECIIENY QUENTIONS,

1. Remember that Christ loves sinners, | 7. What rule hath God given for owr dirvection in prayer?
even though he hates sin. 2. Remember The whole word of Gad is of u-e to direct us in prayer;
L RAT s 2 i = ‘ but the special ruie of direction is that form of prayer
that Christ seeks sinners, that he may save | yhich Christ taught bis disciples, commonly called the
them. 3 Remember how glad heaven and»\ Lord's Prayer.
earth become when sinners seek God. 4. — -
Remember that you may cause this joy by | ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
trying to save a soul. \ BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ.
Our five lessons this month are all on
parables. There are thirteen parables in
Luke’s record of the great journey before re-
ferred to, and all but one (the lost sheep, see
Matt. 18, 12) are peculiar to Luke’s Gospel.
Of these thirteen, we have already in this
series taken two (the good Samaritan and
the rich fool) ; eight come in the present
five lessons ; and the remaining four are
missed in this course (the friend at midnight,
the barren fig-tree, the great supper, the
unjust steward). This is without counting
the many minor similitudes that occur, such
as the unfinished tower, etc. 1 have before
pointed out how much we should have lost
if Luke’s Gospel had not been preserved to
us ; and imagine the Church being without
the prodigal son, the good Samaritan, or
Dives and Lazarus ! As we read each
Gospel in turn, we may well thank God for
IV. THE SINNER SAVED. that ore in particular.
Found.... layeth.....on his shoulders. I suppose this fifieenth chapter of Luke
X has been more often read at evangelistic

“ P!e.ze%.l his flock like a shepherd.” Isa. services and meetinys, to tholse who corres-
5 pond in our day to the ‘ publicans and
sinners ” of old time, than any chapter in
1. Rejoice with me. v. 6. the Bible —and no wonder ! Yet the fact is
“Thank. ...upon every remembrance.” —and it is a curious fact, not always noticed
Phil. 1. 4. —that the three parables it contains, even if
they were spoken in the hearing of publicans
¢ Are they not all ministering spirits 7 ” and Sinfiers, wate hot addressed to them,
Heb. 1. 14. but to the Pharisees, who were murmuring
loudly and angrily (so the Greek word im-
ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONM. | plies) because Jesus welcomed the outcasts
The Lost and tre Saved. of the population, and, still worse, ate with
1. Every soul of man is at some time in a | them. See vers. 2, 3. To illustrate the in-
lost condition and needing salvation. v. 4. | tensity of their disgust, let me tell a true and
2. Every wandering soul belongs to the | recent story.
good Shepherd, and is missed by him. v. 4. In a rural district of North India there is
3. No soul of man is too worthless nor too | a community of several thousand native
far gone to be beyond the interest and the | Christians, not converts from heathenism,
reach ot Christ. v. 4. but the children of converts gathered
4 Every lost soulis in a sense found by |in forty years ago. Among them are
Christ, and his at least the opportunity of [ a number of people called moochies, who
being saved. v. 5. are workers in leather, and therefore
5. Every soul, however fallen, is dear to | (having to do with the skins of dead
the Saviour, and welcomed by him with | animals) counted unclean by the great
delight. v. 6. mass of the Hindu population. A missionary
6. The salvation of souls, more than any | who lately took charge of this district, find-

The Sinuer’s Maly,
1. THE SINNER'S WORTH.
1. Having an hundred sheep....one. v. 4.
“ God so loved the world.” John 3. 16.
2. Ten pieces of silver....one. v. 8.
“ Whose.. ..image and superscription ?”
Matt. 22. 20.
1I. THE SINNER'S CONDITION.
That which is lost. v. 4.
“ All we like sheep have gone astray.”
Isa, 53. 6.
I11. THE SINNER SOUGHT.
1. Go after that which is lost. v. 4.
“ (;ood shepherd giveth his life.” John
10, 11.
2. Light a candle....sweep....seek dili-
gently. v. 8.
“ Them also I must bring.” John 10,

4o. 11,
V. THE SINNER WELCOMED.

2. Joy in the presence of. ...angels. v. 10.
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ing that the Christian community showed
but little sign of real spiritual life, and
seemed much influenced by the prejudices
and usages of their heathen neighbours, and
desiring to knit them more together as
brethren and infuse more life into them, in-
vited them all to a great gathering, for
common worship and social intercourse.
The moochies, being invited, came like the
rest ; but when they appeared the others
loudly murmured, refused to eat with them,
and demanded their exclusion. A tremen-
dous struggle ensued, which lasted many
months, and at one time threatened a serious
schism ; but by God’s mercy the firmness
of the missionary triumphed at last, and
the moochies were received as brethren in
+ the faith.

It was a feeling like this which Peter had
to contend with when the news of his visit
to Cornelius reached the strict Jewish be-
lievers at Jerusalem (Acts 11), “ Thou went-
est in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat
with them.” And this feeling, which all
Jews had toward Gentiles, the Pharisees had
also toward even Jews who disregarded the
rabbinical rules and customs, like the publi-
cans and the openly ungodly and reckless
among the people. Hence the bitter com-
plaint against Jesus.

One would have thought that the Phari-
sees could have seen the difference Between
going among the wicked to join them in
their wickedness, and going among them to
win them from it. But this is just what they
cared nothing for. Whether such outcasts
could be won at all was doubtful ; certainly
it was not worth while to defile oneself in
making the experiment ; and would not such
gracious words as the Nazarene prophet
spoke to them encourage them in their sin?
To those who thus thought, Jesus ad-
dressed the three parables of this wonderful
chapter.

The connection between the three, and
their distinctive teachings, have often been
pointed out. That the lost sheep is the
stupid sinner ; the lost coin, the unconscious
sinner ; the prodigal son, the wilful sinner ;
that the sheep can make its lost condition
known (by bleating), that the coin cannot,
and that the prodigal (at first) will not}; that
the first two parables view the sinner’s re-
covery on the Divine side—God seeking
the lost ; and the third on the human side
—the lost one seeking God ; that the Shep-
herd is Christ, that the woman represents
the Holy Spirit working through the Church,
and that the forgiving father is the great
heavenly Father,—all this is familiar,

But, taking now only the first two para-
bles, which are allotted to this lesson, there
seems to me to be a striking distinction in
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their teachings which I have not seen
noticed. Christ is reasoning with the Phari-
sees, and vindicating his own conduct in
seeking to save the lost ; and the two para-
bles suggest two pleas for the lost, two
reasons why they should be sought for and
saved,

(1) Why does the shepherd seek the lost
sheep? Partly that he may not have one
sheep the less, and be that much the worse
off. Partly from the general sense of dis-
satisfiction which men have of losing any-
thing. Partly as his obvious and natural
duty, without providing himself with any
special reasons at all. But surely there is
one motive meant to be decisive—the motive
of pity—pity for the poor stupid animal, in
danger of perishing from cold or hunger, or
of being devoured by beasts of prey. Re-
membering all the use made in Scripture of
the figure of the shepherd and the sheep, we
cannot doubt that this is what Jesus sought
to impress on the Pharisees. These poor
sinners, bad no doubt, but rather stupid and
ignorant—ought we to leave them to perish ?
~—must we not pity them and try to save
them? This is what is so beautifully pic-
tured in that exquisite poem, the “ Ninety
and Nine,” with which Mr. Sankey made us
so familiar in England six years ago :

“Out in the desert he heard its cry,
Sick, and helpless, and ready to die.”

(2) Why does the woman seek the lost
coin? Here comes in the idea of value, of
property. It is not that she pities the coin,
but that she wants it for what it is worth.
No doubt, as I have said, this element is not
absent from the first parable ; but hee it is
the central and ruling thought, at least in my
judgment. And the increased relative value
of the thing lost emphasizes the idea ; the
sheep is but one of a hundred, the coin is
one of ten. So would Jesus reason with the
Pharisees : After all, these publicans and
sinners are men, made in the image of God ;
surely they are worth something ; even to
you and the nation they are worth winning
to a decent life, but to God they are precious
indeed, stamped with his image, meant to
be of use ; he not only pities them as his
sheep, he also wants them as his property.
“They shall be mine,” saith the Lord, “in
that day when I make up my jewels.” Mal.
3 3
These two parables have a special word
for teachers.

1. Your class is your flock. Ifall but one
were saved, would you not be highly satis-
fied, almost proud? As that hymn again
says, “ Are they not enough for thee ?” No,
think of the misery of that one, if it is lost.
Go after it ; give not up the search, “ though
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the road be rough and steep,” until you find
it.  Then, what joy !

2. Your class is a handful of silver pieces
put in your care by the Divine owner, Each
one is of value—lose it not. But if one be
lost, spare no pains to recover it. Light the
candle, the shining word of God (see Phil.
2. 15, 16, “as lights in the world, holding
forth the word of life ;”) sweep the house, set
all church organization to werk, do anything,
everything, if by any means you may find
that one, and render it up safe tothe owner.

Again, the two parables have a special
word to our scholars.

1. Christ regards you as a lost sheep.
What a helpless, miserable creature a lost
sheep is! What can it do for itself? But
the Good Shepherd pities you. He actually
gave his life to save you. “All we, like
sheep, have gone astray....and the Lord
hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” Isa,
53. 6. Let each one confess for himself, and
pray for himself, “ I have gone astray like a
sheep that is lost ; seek thy servant !” Psa,
119. 176,

2. Christ regards you as a lost cain, Not
as something not worth saving, but as of
value—yes, of value to the great King whose
image, defaced and rubbed away as it is, you
still bear. Lost—you are useless-—what can
you do with a lost dollar? But if found,
God can use you for himself ; what a blessed
destiny !

It seems to me that the second thought is
a most powerful one for our elder boys and
girls. They sometimes resent being called
“lost sheep.” They don’t feel themselves
so. But to be the King’s money, which he
wants, which he can use—it is a grand thing,
surely,

And then the joy Christ mentions —joy in
heaven ; the angels’ joy ; St. Bernard says,
“ The tears of penitents are the wine of
angels ;” Christ's joy—“for the joy set
before him he endured the cross.” Heb, 12.
2; the Father’s joy; see that wonderful
verse, Zeph. 3. 17, “ The Lord thy God. ...
will save, he will rejoice over thee with joy ;
he will rest in his love ; he will joy over thee
with singing !”

BEREAN METHODS,
Hints for the Tenchers’ Medting und the
s,

Give the location of Pereaonthemap. ...
A sketch of the Perean ministry ol Christ
....The circumstances of the parable....
Explain publicans, sinners, Pharisees,
scribes. ... The differences between the two
parables. ... What is here taught concerning
sin and sinners. ... What Christ does for us
as here shown. ... The privileges of one who
is saved. ... The duties here taught : (1) To

welcome Christ ; (2) To repent of sin; (3)
To save souls; (4) Torejoice with the saved
....ILLUSTRATIONS. In the East every
sheep in the flock has a name, is known to
the shepherd, and will come at call. So
Christ knows his flock....The expeditions
sent out to find Sir John Franklin and his
party near the North Pole illustrate the
earnestness with which we should seek to
save souls....Story of Charlie Ross, the
little boy who was stolen and never found.
Christ never fails to find those whom he
seeks. ... The rejoicing in a village when a
little lost child was brought home. . ..Story
of a lady who dropped a diamond ring at a
street-crossing, and reached down into the
mud to find it....A distinguished preacher
was led to seek salvation by hearing a home-
missionary tell the story of a lamb that
wandered away from the flock and perished
in the mountains.

References. FOSTER'S CYCLOPEDIA OF
PROSE ILLUSTRATIONS : Nos. 3370, 3396,
4431, 4969, 5177, 7524, 7525, 7813, 10320,
POETICAL : 2651, 3716, 3717. FREEMAN'S

HAND-BOOK : Publicans, 759 ; “ Ninety and
nine,” 677 ; The * piece of silver,” 683.

Biackboard.
BY J. B, PHIFPS, ¥SQ.

%UR (S OF MORE VALUE Tha

oS
TE%‘U THE

SOUL
Mav LOST

SHEEP,

- HEP
MIGHT DIER

7 1

&SAVED!

Place the diagram on the board so dis-
played that the words, YOUR SouL, Lost
OR SAVED ! will be its prominent feature.
“T'he truths which this diagram endeavors to
illustrate are ; 1. Your soul is of more value
than many lost sheep. 2. Jesus, the great
Shepherd, died that you might be saved.
3. The cross is emblematic of the manner of
his death and suffering, and the shepherd’s
crook of the tender love of the Shepherd,
seeking to save. 4. The application: is
your soul lost or saved?

Primary nand Intermedinte.
BY M. V. M,

REvIEW. Make a word picture of the
vich man. Who told story of such a man?
Was he rich? How? How was he poor?
What are some kinds of earthly riches? Of

heave
mand
LE!
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heavenly riches? What is the tenth com- | 2. Tell story of the lost piece of silver,
mandment? What may we covet? and the trouble the woman took to find it.

LEssON THOUGHT. What love can do. | She did not give up easily; she lighted a
1. Love follows. 2. Love seeks. candle, she swept the house, she searched in

INTRODUCTORY. Tell where Jesus was | every corner. Why? Because she must
at this time, and the kinds of people who | have the lost money. Print on the board
came about him. Show how different they | “ Love Seeks,” and put the meaning of the
were—Pharisees, proud of their own good- | story clearly before the class.
ness—publicans and sinners, many of whom 3. Print “ A Lost Child” in large letters.
knew they were bad, and did not care. Tell | Talk of the danger and trouble such a one is
how the Pharisees found fault with Jesus for in, and say that the lost child may be here
letting such bad people come near him, and ! in this room ! Outline some paths on the
that he then told two stories to show how | board, and name them : 1. Disobedience ;
God feels about such people. | 2. Falsehood ; 3. Dishonesty ; 4. Bad tem-

1. Print on the board “ Love follows,” and | per, etc. Where do these paths lead? Into
tell the story of the lost lamb. It wanted to | a great wilderness named SIN. Show how
have its own way, and so left the flock, where ' this may be, and how the lost one may be
it was safe, and wandered off alone. Speak | found if he will,and by whom. Print “Joy”
of the thorns and briars, or better, show | in large letters, and try to show something
them in the blackboard picture, and tell of of the Lord’s love by his gladness when the
the lost lamb’s trouble and fright and pain, | lost is found. Ask if children know any one
Show picture of the good shepherd, and tell = who is getting lost in these paths, and teach
how he follows, and why. Was it easy, that they may tell such of Jesus, who seeks
pleasant, safe, for him to go into the wilder- ~and follows, and who wants to bring all his
ness? Why did he doit, then? children safe home.

4O ———

A D 20, May S.
LESSON VI—THE PRODIGAL SON; or, Returning to the Father.
GENERAL STATEMENT.

Jesus was teaching in Perea, east of Jordan, and slowly journeying toward Jerusalem, where,
in less than a month, the purpose of his earthly life was to be coneummated upon the ecross.
His ministry in that region, hitherto unvisited, was attended by multitudes of people, among
whom were many publicans and others who made no pretence of obeying the ceremonial law.
As usual, the Pharisees showed their contempt both for the hearers and their teacher. Chris
answered their cavils by a sories of three parables, of which this forms the conclusion and
the crown. 1t reveals the breadth of the divine plan of redemption, enfolding in its provisions

not only the righteons, but also the wicked, and recognizing that man, even 1n his fallen estate,
is still the son of a divine and tender Father. On one side it proclaims God's grace ; on the
other, man's way of salvation. We see the unworthy son, scorning the gentle restraints of
home, ungrateful and selfish, going forth to a life of sin and shame, We follow him into the
far country, where his wandering ends in wretchedness, and he who once sat at a father's table
now stands hungry among the swine, In his wretchedness the scales fall from his eyes ; he sees
himsel’ in his true condition, and turns his face and his footsteps toward his father's house.
Afar off the watching father sees his approaching son, and, forgiving him ere forgiveness is
asked, hastens to clasp him to his heart and to welcome him to his home, So God receives every
sinner who eeeks his grace.
Luke 15- 11-24, Exp y and Practicnl
[Memory Verses, 21-24.) Verse ll.bAhcertain man. God herehreprefuent; l:in rela-
aid . | tion to men, bot| saints and sinners, as that of a father, 1
m;; lﬁ:ldt:z :;,l‘l': # f:ertnm Never let us forget that God loves not only his worthy, but also
| his unworthy, children. Two sons. To the audience which
| Christ was then addressing, the elder son represented the Phar-
isees and ** just "’ people, as they considered themselves, and the
younger, the publicans and ** sinners,” or despisers of the Mosaic
12 And the younger of [ Taw as interpreted by the scribes. It may also be applied to the
them said to his father, | Jewish and the Gentile peoples, and, in our age, to the Christian
Father, give me the portion ‘church-uoing portion of the community on one side, and the
of goods that falleth to me, | irreligious world on the other. 2. From the same home-influ-
And he divided unto them |ences two sous may go forth with opposite characters, for every
his living, | soul makes its own choice in life.

|
'niﬂ‘;e*- 13!hllv people....have | 12, The younger. * A representative of the sinner who
wm:ru,“le'::u::’::::«ll"l;‘lzlll:v::\‘l{ casts aside the restraints of religion, anl becomes an outcast
gisterns, broken cisterns, that ean from God. Give me the portion. By the Oriental custom

hold no water, the younger son's share in th estate on hus father's death would
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13 And not many days
after, the younger son gath
ered all together, and took
his journey into a far coun-
try, and there wasted his
substance with riotous living,

Eph. 2. 11, 12: Remember....
that at that time ye were without
Christ, being aliens from the com-
monwealth of Israel, and strangers
from the covenants of promise,
having no hope, and without God
in the world.

.14 And when he had speut
all, there arose a mighty fam-
ine in that land ; and he be-
gan to be in want,

Prov. 18,15: The way of trane-
gressors is hard.

15 And he went and joined
himself to a citizen of that
country ; and he sent him in-
to his tields to feed swine.

16 And he would fain have
filled his belly with the husks
that the swine did eat; and
no man gave unto him,

17 And when he came to
himself, he said, How many
hired servants of my father's
have bread enough, and to
spare, and I perish with
hunger.

18 I will arise and go to
my father, and will say unto
him, Father, I have sinned
against heaven, and before
thee,

19 And amno more worthy
to be called thy son: make
me as one of thy hired ser-
vants,

Isa, 56. 7: Let the wicked forsake
his ways, and the unrighteous man
his thoughts; and let him return
unto the rd, and he will have
mercy upon him; and to our God,
for be will abundantly pardon,
Hos. 14. 1. 21 O Isracl, return unto
the Lord thy God: for thou hast
fallen by thine iniquity. Take with
you words, and turn to the Lord:
say unto him, Take away all ini-
quity, and receive us graciously.

be half as large as the elder’s. Among some ancicnt peoples the
son could claim this, or a proportion of it, at his majority, But
there is very little reason to believe that such was the Jewish
usage, and in any case, the claim shows a cold, unfilial character.
3. See here the root-sins of, (1) Selfishness ; (2) Ingratitude ; (3)
Rebellion. 4. The sin of sins is a will to live independent of
God. His living. The property here illustrating the endow-
went of light, knowledge, and privilege which every soul pos-

| eesses, bur not all in the same measure,

13. Not many days. A hint of sin’s progress, from inde.
pendence of God at first, to a speedy departure from God after-
ward, Took his journey. He who has no love for his father
soon finds bis father’s house wearisome. 5. A sinning heart
woild soon weary of heaven, if it could possibly enter its gates.
A far country. *The far country is forgetfuiness of God.” —
Augustine. A picture of the soul that has voluntarily placed a
great gulf between inelf and God's will.  Yet even to
sich a soul ¢in is not its home, hence the restless feeling of
the sinner. Wasted his substance. The wauderer from
God lives for the present only, regardless of future needs, con
suming in pleasure his high inheritance, 6. The sinner wastes,
(1) Poysical vigour; (2) Mental power ; (3) Character ; (4) Influ-
ence; (5) Time ; (6) Opportunity : losses that can never be re-
gained. Riotous living. The Greek word here is that from
which our word **sot” is derived 7. The pleasures of sin only
squander the b st part of the sivner's inheritance,

14, 15, 16. A mighty famine. Famines often occur in
the East, from the crowded population, poverty of the masses,
want of rains, and failure of the crops. 8. The land of sin is a
land of woe.  Any one who locks in the faces of ungodly veople
will see that “ there is al vays a famine in that land.” To &)Q
in want. 9. The pleasures of sin are suon spent, and its pains
endure forever, Joined himself. Endeavouring to find eom-
fort in the world by some new manner of life. A citizen.
Some think that by *‘citizens of that country " must be meunt
evil spirits ; but it i# not necessary to make every detail of the
parable symbolical. Feed swine. As swine were legally un-
clean, and forbidden as food, a Jew would be disgraced by tend-
ing them. He would fain. \ionld have been willing, and
glad to have the opportunity, Husks. Pods of the carob tree,
containing a swe« tish pulp and brown seeds, fed to swine and
sometimes eaten by the poorest people. No man gave. Not
that even husks were denied him, but that his wants were un-
supplied in the land of sin. 10. Sinuers are selfish and neglectful
of each other. It is in Christian lands and by Christian people,
not by the wicked, that charities are founded and maintained.
11. See here the misery of sin in ite, (1) Degradation ; (2) En-
slavement ; (3) Need ; (4) Helplessness.

17. He came to himself, Hitherto blinded, now the sin-
ner awakes to his true condition, 12, The first step toward sal-
vation is to realize the wretcheduess of sin, to look at one's self
honestly. Hired servants. Those in the lowest state of
gospel grace are above the highest in Satan's service. In our
view no particular class of people in the Christian hurch are
here referred to, for the parable is not intended to teach every
thing in the economy of grace. I perish with hunger. Note
that the tir:t motive which prompts the sinner to repentance is
the lowest one, the pressure of necessity. 13. Any motive is
g&;thy that leads to the surrender of sin and the search after

18, 19. I will arise. The will fixes the character. That
““1 will” Kifts him up from a prodigal to a penitent. Go to my
father. It was not enough for bim to reform bis mauners and
morals 'n the far country, he must abandon it and return to his
father's house. 14. That repentance is genuine which leads the




. |

420 And he arose, and came l
to his father. But when he
was yet a great way off, his
father saw him, and had com-
passion, and ran, and fell on |
his neck, and kissed him.

91 And the son snid unto |
him, Father, I have «i
agrinst heaven, and in thy
sight, and am no more wor-
thy to be called thy son. |

|

Psa. 82, 6: I acknowledged my i
sin unto thee, and mine iniquity
have I not hid. 1 said, I will con- |
fess my transgressions unto the
Lord ; and thou forgavest the ini-
quity of my sin.

22 But the father snid to
h rvants, Bring forth the
by be,nnd putiton him j
and put n ring on his hand,
and »l on his feet :

23 And bring hither the
(atted ealf, and kill it; and
let us ent, and be merry @

24 For this my sonm W |
dead, and is alive ag \
i

|

|

he was lost, and is found,
And they begnun to be merry,

Luke 15. 7: Likewise joy shall
be in heaven over one sinuer that |
repenteth,
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sinner back to God. ‘Will say. The sinner must confess his
wrong-doings as well as renounce them. Against heaven.
Rather, ‘““uoto heaven,” a crime that reaches heaven-high.
Before thee. The seuse of wrong against a generous Father
swallows up every other thought of sin. No more worthy.
15. One of the best tokens of a true repentance is a conscious-
ness of unworthiness,

20, 21. He arose. He did not, as many, cling awhile to
the pods and the pigs after making his resolution. 16, Resolves

| are of value only so far as they are put into practice. To his

father. More accurately, ‘‘toward his father.” The sinner
may go toward God, but can never come to him, unless the
Father goes out to weet him. A great way off. Showing
that the father with eager eyes was watching for his return. 17.
God sces the first steps of the returning sinner, 18, Note the
steps of a true repentance, (1) Awakening ; (2) Resolution ; (3)
Action ; (4) Confession. Ran. The seeking son is met by the
seeking Father. 19. God not only welcomes, but hastens to
meet, the repentant sinner. The son said. The resolution
was fulfilled, the humbling confession made ; but the acceptance,
the pardor, and the kiss of peace came too soon for him to utter
his request for a servant’s place.

22, 28, 24. The best robe. *‘The first robe. The robe
first in honour, kept for the noblest guest.” 20. God finds men
in beggars’ rags, and arrays them in royal robes, Ring. The
symbol of dignity and authority, Shoes. Sanda's. All these
betokened the bestowal of his old position in the family, as the
son, above the ** hired servants,” Fatted calf. Reserved fo
an occasion of feasting. Kill it. In the warm climate of the
East, meat niust be eaten very soon after being killed. Eat and
be merry. Christ often represents religion by the metapbor of
a feast, never by that of a funeral. Dead....alive again,
21, True life begins when the sinner, dead in trespasses, is raised
by the voice of forgiveness.

Time.—~A. D, 20, on the same occasion as the last

lesson,
HOME READINGS,
M. The prodigal son. Luke 15, 11-24,
Tu. Strangers and aliens. Eph. 2. 1-13,
W. Sins confessed, Psalm 51. 1-19.
Th. Weleomed to the feast. Isa. 65, 1-11.
F. Wanderers restored  Hos, 14, 1-9.
8. Forgiveness abundant. Psa. 103, 1-22.
o, - Joy of forgiveness, Psa 32 1-11.
LEsSON Y JMNS,
No 220, New Hymn Book.
Return, O wanderer, to thy home,
Thy father calls for thee ;
No longer now an exile roam
In guilt and misery,
Return, O wanderer, to thy home,
'8 Jesus calls for thee ;
The Spirit and the Bride say, Come;
0O now for refuge flee.
Return, O wanderer, to thy home,
"Tis madness to delay ;
There are no pardons in the tomb,
And brief is mercy’s day.
No. 282, New Hymn Bock.
Return, and come to God,
Cast all your ~ins away ;
Seek ye the Swiour's cleansing blood ;
Repent, believe, obey |
Say not ye cannit enme,
For Jesus bled and died,
That none who ask in huwble faith
Should cver be denied.
Come, then, whoever will ;
Come, while "tix called to-day ;
Seek ye the Saviour’s ¢'eansing blood ;
Repent, believe, obey !

No. 218, New Hymn Book.
Come, ye weary sinners, come,
All who groan beneath your lor 4
Jesus calls his wanderers home ;
Ha-ten to your pardoning God !
Come, ye guilty spirits, oppressed,
Answer to the Saviour's call ;
“Come, and 1 will give you rest ;
Come, and I will save you all.”
Jesus, full of truth and love,
We thy kindest word obey ;
Faithful let thy mercies prov
Take our load of guilt away.
Fain we would on thee rely,
Cast on thee our every care ;
To thine arms of mercy fly,
Find our lasting quiet there.
GOLDEN TEXT,
1 will avise and go 1o father, and will
wny unto him, Father, 1  winned ngainst
Ieaven, and before thee.—Luke 15. 18
QUESTIONS ON THE OUTLINE,
1. A Foolish Non, v. 11.13,
What was the general purpose of this parable?
Who are represented by the father, the elder son, and
the younger son ?
What characteristic of the sinner is indicated in the
request of the younger son ?
What trait of sin is shown in his conduct?
‘What is meant by the ‘‘ far country ? ™
What are the steps of the prodigal's downward pro-

gress
Wherein does it show the folly of a life of sin?
How does it illustrate Isa. 1. 2, 8¢

2. A Bitter Morrow, v, 14-10,
What result of sin is here shown?
What were the elements of the prodigal’s sorrow
‘What recollection added to his misery ?
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In what sense did he “come to himself?"

What resolution did he make * [Golden Text. |

How did this show the humility of his spirit?

How did it show a true repentance?

Whaut is the exhortation of Isa. 65. 71

3. A Forgiving ¥n e, v, 20-21,

What token of sincerity (id the prodigal show ?

What requisite for salvation, besides an act of the will,
did he show ?

When did the father forgive his son?

How did he show the spirit of forgiveness?

tow did he iliustrate God's willingness to save ¥

What steps of a true secker after salvation are here
#hown in the son?

What in this parable illustrates the abounding grace of

God?
What exhibits the joy of salvation?
TEACIHINGS OF TILE LENNON,
How does this lesson show—
1. The misery of sin?
2. The way to salvation ?
3. The love of God?

The Lesson Catechivm.—(For the entire school.)
1. For what did a younger son ask his father? For his
share of his goods. 2. What did the son do with his por-
tion when he received it? He wasted it in a far country.

3. To what work was he driven when all was gone? To
feed swine. 4. What good resolution did he then make?
“ [ will arise aud g to my father,” 5. How did his father
receive him? With forgiveness and favour. l
|
|

DoOTRINAL SuoaesTioN—The love of the Father,

WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,

1. See how ungrateful is sin. 2. See how
unhappy is the sinner. 3. See how willing
God is to forgive. 4. See how happy is the
saved soul.

sin 10 o |
:R'S CHARACTER,
1. Selfishness. “ Give me the portion.” |
v. 12, |
“That portion in this life.” Psa. 17. 4.
2. Ingratitude. “ That falleth to me.”
v. 12,
“ Neither were thankful.” Rom. 1. 21.
. Alienation. “Into a far country.” v.
3 Y

13.
“* Alienated from thelife of God.” Eph. |
4. 18. |
4 Wickedness. “Riotousliving.” v.13. }
“The works of the flesh are manifest.” |
Gal. 5. 19.
1I. THE SINNER'S CONDITION,
1. Need. “ Began to be in want.” v. 14.
% Of his flesh reap corruption.” Gal. 6. 8.
2. Degradation. “To feed swine.”v. 15.
“1 have made you contemptible.” Mal.

2
2.9
3. Misery. “Noman gave.,” v. 16.
“ He feedeth on ashes.” Isa. 44. 20.
111, THE SINNER'S REPENTANCE.
1. Conviction., “Came tohimself.” v. 17.
“ Awake, thou that sleepest.” Eph. 5. 14.
2. Resolution. “ I will ariseand go.” v.
8.

18.
“ To Zion with their faces thitherward.”
3. Renunciation. “Arose and came.”

v. 20.
“ Let the wicked forsake his way.” Isa.
55. 7

4. Confession. “I have sinned” v. 21.
* 1 acknowledged my sin.” Psa. 32 5.
IV. THE SIINER'S PARDON.
1. Welcome. “Ran and fell on his neck.”
v. 20.
“Thou, Lord, art. . ..ready to forgive.”
Psa. 86. 7.
2, Honour. *“Robe....ring....shoes”
v. 22,
“ Now are we the sons of God.” 1 John

32
3. Pleasure. “Eatand bemerry.” v. 23,
“ At thy right hand. . . .pleasures.” Psa.
16, 11.
ADDITIONAL PRACTICAL LESSONN,
God's Love to Ninners,

1. God’s love to sinners is shown in the
relation he represents himself as bearing to-
ward them—a Father. v. 11.

2. God’s love to sinners is shown in his
forbearance towards all their ingratitude,
selfishness, and rebellion. v. 12.

3. God’s love tp sinners is shown in his
gifts bestowed upon them in all their un-
worthiness., v. 12,

4. God’s love to sinners is shown in his
waiting patiently for their return to repent-
ance and righteousness., v. 20.

5. God’s love to sinners is shown in his
willingness to receive them and pardon all
their sins.  v. 20,

6. God’s love to sinners is shown in the
blessings which he lavishes upon them when
they turn toward him. v. 22, 23.

CATE

8. Repeat that prayer.

Oun Father which artin heaven, ha'lowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is
in en. Give us this day our daily bread, And for-
give us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass
against us. And lead us not into temptation ; but deliver
us from evil : for thine is the kingdom, and the puwer,
aud the glory, for ever and ever, Awmen,

S QUESTIONS,

ENGLISH TEACHER’S NOTES,
BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ.
Continuing the line of thought suggested

in my last note, I would now inquire, what.

reason does Jesus in this third parable give
the Pharisees for “ receiving” and “ eating
with ” publicans and sinners ? What motive
had the father in the parable for looking out
so longingly for his long-lost son, and for
forgiving him so freely ?

In the parable of the lost sheep we saw the
motive of pity for the perishing at work ; in
the parable of the lost coin, the thought of
saving property. By theformer,Christ would
suggest that the publicans and sinners, how-
ever little they deserved, deserved this at
least, that their sin and misery should be
pitied. By the latter, that they were men
with souls, and, therefore, of value, and
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therefore worth saving. Now, what is the
corresponding suggestion in the parable of
the prodigal son?

I think it is this—that the lost should be
sought, and be rejriced over when found,
because they belonged to the family, and
without them the family is incomplete. “This
my son,” “this thy brother,” exclaims the
happy father, ¢ was dead and is alive again 3
“it was meet that we should make merry
and be glad.”

I observe the passage actually appointed
for this lesson ends with the twenty-fourth
verse, and excludes the episode of the elder
son. But as I have been treating these three
parables in their primary application as ad-
dressed to the murmuring Pharisees, [ hope
[ may be allowed to suggest that, with the
elder and more intelligent scholars, at all
events, that episode ought not to be missed ;
and all the more because it is so much less
familiar than the story of the wanderer. In-
deed, if it is at all possible to give the whole
parable as Christ gave it, I think it is well to
take the latter part first. Let the opening
scene of the drama, so to speak, be the
approach of the elder son to the house, his
startled surprise at the unwonted sounds, his
inquiry of the servants, his churlish refusal
to join the festivities. Then will come the
father’s gentle expostulations and appeal to
his beuter feelings ; and then the question.
But how came it that this younger son had
been “ lost,” and counted “ dead,”—and how
came he back? which will introduce the
prodigal’s own story.

The advantage of this method is that it
brings before us so clearly the forcible
appeal which, through the parable, Jesus
addressed to his captious Pharisee critics.
’l:he elder son is a picture of them to the life,
They had “served” God ““these many years.”

-0 yes, no doubt ; Lut “served” as slaves,
(so the Greek implies), with the slavish spirit,
fostered by their minute and elaborate rules
of ritual and external conduct. They had
not *‘trangressed at any time God’s com-
mandment”—O no, of course not: “All these
have | keptfrom my youthupuntilnow,”“God,
[ thank thee that I am not as other men
are.” “Thou never gavest me a kid ”—no,
their idea of religion was nothing enjoyable,
it was just so much drudgery, and if they
ever did “ make merry with their friends,” it
was no holy merriment or thankfulness for
_"0(!’5 gifts, They heard “music and danc-
ing."—* The Son of man came eating and
drinking,” no hard rules of fasting and wash-
ings for his disciples—and they “asked what
it meant.” See Mark 2. 18; 7. 5. Then,
‘\.thn‘ they saw what it did mean, the

receiving” of the outcast and the wanderer
with free forgiveness and joyful embrace (see

what it was that made Jesus “rejoice in
spirit,” Luke 10. 21), they “were angry, and
would not go in.”

But I may be asked, Is this a practical
way of making a Sunday-school lesson on
the parable? Such a line of comparison
might be useful in vindicating evangelistic
and revival services against the cold shoulder
of orthodox respectability ; but what has it
to say to our Sunday scholars?

Well, I have seen a_Sunday-school class
in which there was a “black sheep ;” I have
seen the teacher seeking and planning all
manner of ways to win that “ black sheep; "
I have heard the “good boys” say, why,
teacher, ¢ what's the use of caring so much
about him? let him go;” I have seen them
eye the poor “incorrigible ” with disdainful
looks when at last he has been “brought
back;” and I have seen them actually
offended when the teacher said to him some
bright friendly word, or treated him tenderly
and generously. Where not the scholars
“elder sons” and Pharisees? And are there
no more like them?

But again note the father’s plea, “ This my
son.” Yes, one of the family. No doubt
there is a sense in which we *become the
sons of God,” when we “ receive Christ” and
are “born of God.” See John 1, 12, 13.
But there is a larger sense, too, in which God
is the father of all, and the kingdom of God
(whether the Church on earth, or heaven
above), the true home of all, and every wan-
derer, every “publican and sinner,” God's
child. The call is, to quote Mrs. Gate's pa-
thetic hymn—

“0 prodigal child !
Come home ! O come home !”

And the joy of the angels is not only over a
poor, stupid sheep brought to the fold, or a
bit of money restored to the treasury, but
over a lost child won back to the Father’s
house and the Father’s arms ; as another of
Mr. Sankey’s songs, written, I think, by w.
0. Cushing, says—

“ Ring the bells of heaven! there is joy te-

day,

For a soul returning from the wild !

See the Father meets him out upon the way,

Welcoming his weary, wandering child !”

To us teachers it is surely a wonderful
thought, that if by divine grace we can win
even the “incorrigible” boy, idle, deceitful,
selfish, unlovely as he is, we are restoring to
God’s family one of his lost children. And
as to the lost children themselves, there is
no piea so likely totouch their hearts as this.
Not, You are in danger—save yourself; not,
You are guilty, and the judge will condemn
you ; not, Duty demands that you turn over
a new leaf. All these are true, but they have
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not the same power of melting the heart.| At the words, “Bring forth the best robe,”

Not even the pleas we found in the two for-
mer parables : You are a lost sheep, but the
Gomehepherd pities you—You are worth
something to God, and he wants to use you;
even these have not the tender, but irresis-
tible, force of this : You are God’s child, bad
as you are ; and your Father is waiting to
receive you with open arms !

But let us not forget the other plea. Not
only “this my son,” says the father in the
parable ; but “this thy brother.” That was
a home-thrust for the Pharisee ! And surely
we need the reminder too. Itis really easier
to look on the prodigals around us as God's

lost children, than as our lost brethren, |

Even the “elder son” could say, “ This thy
son,” using the phrase, indeed, on purpose
to avoid the word “brother.” Yet the idea
of the one family equally implies both, Let
us go to the vilest with the acknowledgment
of relationship, “ My brother !” “My sister!”
And what an example we have ! Of Christ
and the sinners he saves it is emphatically
said, “He is not ashamed to call them
brethren.” Heb. 2. 11.

I will not now enter in detail upon the
prodigal’s story. When we were on Luke’s
Gospel, two years ago, | dwelt on his two
goings and two comings—going into the “far
country,” and going to the “citizen”—coming
‘““to himself” and coming “to his father.”
Let me now merely give an illustration of
the wonderful power of this greatest of
parables upon every race of men,

The late Bishop Russell, of Ningpo, in
China, came across an old man who was so
deaf that the only way of giving him the
Gospel message was by making him read
aloud out of the Chinese Testament and
emphasizing certain passages by gestures.
This parable was laid open before him, and
he began to read. “ And a certain man had
two sons—why sohave 1!  And the younger
of them, etc —that’s queer—my younger son
did just the same! Wasted his substan e
with riotous living "—here the old Chinamen
put down the book, and exclaimed, “ Yes,
that scamp of mine has spent all I gave him
in opium-smoking.” He read on : “ When
he came to himselfhe said . . . | will arise,”
etc. Again he put down the book, and beg-
ged a bystander to go and fetch his son that
he might hear the story too. The messenger
returned, saying the son could not come then,
as he was smoking opium; and the old
father burst into tears, and began to reproach
Dr. Russell, because the white foreigners
had brought opium into China. Presently
he went on reading. At the words, “fell on
his neck,” he threw his brawny arms round
Dr. Russell’s neck to show what he would do
to his son if only he could win him back,

| he said, “ Well, I would do that too.” But
} when he came to, “ and put the ring on his
| hand,” he exclaimed, “ No, that’s too much ;
' with good clothes and food the scamp ought
| to be satisfied !” (Truly God’s thoughts are
{ above our thoughts!) Bishop Russell then

tried, by shouting into his ear, to explain the
| spiritual meaning, and invite him to “ come

home,” but with no immediate result. But

the son was induced to go to a hospital of
| the American Baptist Mission, and there he
| was cured of his opium-smoking—an earnest,
| we shall all hope, of a higher cure for both
! him and his father.

BEREAN METHODS.

| fhints for the Weachers' Meeting nnd the
| Claxs,

There are two lines of thought in this
| parable, either of which may be made the
| theme of a lesson. One is exhibited in the
| Analytical and Biblical Outline, *“From Sin
| to Salvation.” The other, in the Additional
| Practical Lessons, the divine side of the
story,God’slove tosinners. . . .(1) The misery
of sin ; (2) The way of Salvation ; (3) The
mercy of God ; (4) The joy of forgiveness,
may suggestan outline for teachingthe lesson.
.. .Draw on slate or blackboard, the Four
Steps of the Sinner : (1) Selfishness ; (2) In-
gratitude ; (3) Separation from God; (4)
Worldly Pleasure. ... The Four Steps of Re-
pentance: (1) Thinking; (2) Resolving ; (3)
Seceking ; (4) Confessing...... The Four
Privileges ot the Penitent: (1) Welcome; (2)
Pardon; (3) Honour; (4) joy...Illustrations:
The sinner’s waste of opportunity may be
shown by the story of a man who tore off the
walls of his house in winter to furnish fuel
for warming it within. . .. Look at the face of
a drunkard, or dissipated person,and see the
sinner’s unhappiness. ... The story of a father
who left his door unlocked and a light burn-
ing, awaiting the return of his wandering
son....Story of a boy in India, who was dis-
covered in very low surroundings, and found
to be a prince who had been lost for several
years ; at once taken to a palace and lifted
up to honour; such the transformation in the
condition of a saved sinner.

REFERENCES. FOSTER'S PROSE : 336,
2237, 3599, 3697, 4715, 8856, 9172, 11204,
11207, 11008, 10274 POETICAL: 3897, 21y2,
3900-3907. FREEMAN: Division of property,
779 ; Swine-feeding, 780 ; Men kissing, §3 ;
Shoes, 654.

Primary and Intermedinte.
BY M. V. M.
REVIEW. How many stories did we have
in the last lesson? What was the first one
about? The second? Let some child

volunteer to tell one of the stories, and then
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question as to the spiritual meaning. Who | suggest them, as Father—God, Prodigal
is the Shepherd,and where ? Who is meant | Wic ked young man, Home—Right living,
by the lost sheep—lost money 7 When is a Far country—Sin,
child lost? When may he be found? When we sin, we go away from God.
LESSON THouGHT. Coming home. 1. | Shall we stay away ? How long? Till we are
Make a straight path on the board, and | hungry and ragged and wretched? No. Let
another, broader, with something to indicate | us come right back as soon as we see our sin.
trees and flowers on either side. Indicate | What shall we do to-day if there is sinin our
the home by as simple or as elaborate a | hearts? ~Have the class repeat, *Come
house as you please. Talk as you work | Home ;7 “Come Now;” “Come as you
about the young man, his kind father, lhe‘ are.”
safe and happy home. Tell how, by-and-by,
the home-life” grows tiresome. The son |
wants to please himself, and so he starts out |
on the broad way which looks so pleasant to |
him. Follow him in his life, speaking of
some of the foolish, wrong things which he >
probably did, and bringing him down to the L pE AR
hunger, the poverty, the homesickness. - Ay A ul
Where are his pleasures now? Show a piece P~ @ / N\T [FL
of bright coloured paper, and twist it into a ERA
lamp-lighter as you talk. Light it, and let |
the children see it burn, and go out, leaving
a charred and blackened end.  Show them
that this is a true picture of what comes
from pleasures out of God,
2. Use the lesson blackboard. It is very
simple. Never mind if your prodigal is not BLACKBOARD THOUGHTS. 1. The transi-
a work of art. It will teach the lesson just  toriness of folly’s pleasure. One day it is
as well.  Draw from children where he is  the sight alluring, the next day itis a faded
going and why, and awaken curiosity as to leaf. 2. The temptation of sinful pleasure,
how he will probably be met. Some will especially to youth. It is like a beautiful
expect him to be repulsed. Alas! For their | flower that has but to be plucked and its
sakes let us emnphasize the father’s free, glad fragrance inhaled 3. The danger. A serpent,
welcome ! Tell of the confession, and show whose chape in one form or another lurks
that God put the sense of sin into the young beneath the temptation, never fails to poison
man’s heart, or he could not have felt thus. | the purity of the one that yields to folly. 4.
CLOSING EXERCISE. Tell that Jesus told | The web in the corner symbolizes the
this story to teach something, and ask how entanglement of the foolish son. The lesson
many will help to find out its meaning. It having illustrated the folly of sin, the one
may interest if we print on the board as we | who reviews it should sgeak of the way to
alk, the prominent thoughts or words to| salvation, and the love of the Father.

Riackbhenvd.
BY J. B. PHI

A.D.29. May 15,
LESSON VII. -THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS; or, The Wicked and the Righteous.

GENERAL STATEMENT.

Jesus was slowly journeying toward Jerusalem, but still in Perea, a part of the realm of
Herod Antipas, the slayer of John the Baptist 1t is possible that in the parable before us there
was an indirect reference to the monarch who lived for -elfish pleasure, without a thought of
God. But its immediate occasion was the contemptuous utterances of the Pharisees after a par-
able which Christ delivered on the right use of worldly possessions. With covet s hearts, they
s eered at his high conceptions of duty ; wher-upon Christ declared that the opinions of earth
were not the standards of heaven, To enforce the principls he draws two pictures : one of a
wealthy, luxurious citizen, not wicked, but worldly, living in state and envied by his fellow-
wen ; the other of & wretched beggar at his gate, dvspised, and left to starve. This is the earth-
side of both lives, Then the Master’s hand draws aside the curtain, and gives u« a glance at the
divine estimate of these same men, He who yvesterday lay among the dogs now sits among the
glorificd, in communion with Abraham, the father of the faithful ; while the dweller in the
paluce suffers now the agony of a lost soul. Tnis were enough to show that the judgments of
men are often reversed in the high conrt of heaven ; but Christ gous further, and, in a startlii g
dialogue between the lost soul and sainted Abraham, shows the justics of the divine dealings,
based as they are 'upon eternal principles of righr, and bestowing upon every soul sufficient
knowledge and opportunity for the attainment of alvation.
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Luke 16, 19-31.
[Memory Verses, 25, 26.]
19 There was a certain rich

man, which was clothed in
purple and fine linen and
fared sumptuously every day:

20 And there was a ce:tain
beggar named Lazarus, which
was laid at his gate, full of
sOres,

21 Aud desiring to be fed

ith the crumbs which fell
fhm the rich man’s table:
moreover, the dogs came and
licked his sores.

22 And it came to pass,
that the beggar died, and was
earried by the angels into
Abraham's bosom. I'he rich
man also died, and was buri-
ed:

Psa 84, 7: The angel of the Lord
encawpeth round about them thav
fear hun, and delivereth them.
Heb. 1. 14: Arethey not all minis-
tering spirits, sent forth o wivisier
1o theims Who shall be heirs of sul-
vation ? 2 Kings 6, 17: The moun-
tain was full of horses and chadiots
of fire round ubout Eidsha.

23 Ani in hell he hifted up
lis eyes, being in torments,
and seeth Abraliam atar off,
and Lazarus in Lis bosom,

Luke 18, 28 : There shall be weep-
ing and guashivg of teeth, when ye
shall sce Abrahum, and Isasc, und
Jueob, and all the prophets, in the
kingdom of God, and you yourselves
thrust out Rev. 14. 10, 11: The
same shall drink of the wine of the
wrath of God....and the smoke of
sheir torment ascended up for ever
and ever; and they have no rest
day nor night.

24 And he cried, and said,
Father Abraham, have mercy
on me, and send Lazarus,
that he may dip the tip of
his tinger in water, and cool
my tongue: for 1 am tor-
wented 10 this flame.

Mark 9. 48, 44 : The fire that never
whall be quenched: where the
worm dieth not, and the fire is not
quenched.

Explanatory and Practical

Verse 19, Rich man. The force of the pa-able is intensi-
fied by representing the rich man not as wickel, but merely as
worldly ; not guilty of actual crime, but neglectful of his soul's
eternal interest, and living as thousands do, ~olely for the present
life. Clothed in purple. The famous Tyrian dye, which came
from a scarce variety of shell-lish, was always very costly, and
is now entirely lost. In earlier tumes it halbeen used only by
kings, but in Christ's diy was used by a few of the weal hiest
avd most ostentatious citizens. Fine linen. 'Tie byssus, a
soft linen made from flax from the banks of the Nile, of a bril
liant yellow or white colour. Fared sumptuously. Ref rring
not only to his food, but to the luxury and spleudour of hs hifc
in general. Every day. His maguificence was not reserved
for extrasrdinary occasions, but was his daily habit ; and is re-
ferred to, not as if it were in itself a crime, but to exhitit the
contrast between his condition here, and that hereafter. 1. The
guilt lies not in the possession of worldly things, but inliving for
them, and seeking nothing beyond them,

20, 21. A certain beggar. Literally, “a pror man,
though his beg ning, by action if not in word. 14 suggested in the
context. Named Lazarus. While the rich worldling's name
is not mentioned, the poor saint's is noticed by Christ. 2. Even
the least of God's children is known by name to his Saviour.
Though his godly character 1s wot declared, perhaps Chuist
meant it to be inferred from his name, which means ** God is my
help,” and is the only instance in which a name is given to any
person in a parable. 3. Trae godliness may be found in every
walk of life, from kingly David to begging Lazarus. At his
gate. According to the Oriental custom, that hLis sutferings
way attract notice and obtain aid, Sores. While the rich man
is mantled in purple, the beggar is clothe d only with loathsome
ulcers, the result of want. Crumbs. Probably the soft part of
thin cakes, of which the rich ate ouly the crust, and cast the rest
away after wiping their fing=rs upon it. Dogs. The streets of
Oriental cities are thronged by ownerless, hungry dogs, who are
their only scavengers. Licked his sores. Showimg at ouce
the absoluts helplessuess of the beguar, and the pity of beasts in
contrast with the neglect of the rici man.

22, The beggar died. To him death cune as the happy
release iroin misery, while to his ric! er brother it was the end
of his happiness. And was carried. Then his death was not
the end, but rather the beginving, of his life. 4. Thercal life is
that of the spi'it which no death can kill. By the angels.
Without a friend in life, in death angels wait upon Lim. Into
Abraham’s bosom. ‘‘A figurative phrase expressing the decp
quiet of an innermost commuunion,”— Trench. 1t was a common
term for the place of the blessed, where Abraham, the father of
the faithful, was believed to dwell with his childien, 5. Those
who have entered into rest know each other there. Rich man
also died. 6. Not all the gold of California can buy off death.
Was buried. There was a grand funeral and a costly tomb;
but alt this was of little avail for his lost soul. 7. What be-
comes of one’s spirit is vastly more important than what is done
with his body.

23. In hell. “In hades,” the invisible world, the place
where departed spirits, both good aud evil, await the final judg-
ment, with its two widely-severed portions, Paradise, the nho(fe
of the righteous, and the dreary dwelling-place of the wicked.
Lift:d up his eyes. 8. Disembodied -Kiritl have powers of

cognition. It is the soul which sees through the eyes on ¢arth ;
why may it not see all the more clearly without the film of flesh
in the other world? In torments. Each nature seeks its own
surroundings in the spiritual realm. The torment of the dead
sinner is not by an arbitrary law, but from the remorse over past
neglect, ungratified desire, and the forebodings of future destiny.
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25 But Abraham snid, Son,

thing«,
arus cvil thing«<: but now
d, and thou art

Matt. 10. 23: A rich man shall
hardly enter into the kingdom of
heaven.

26 And besides all this, be-

wre
which
pce 10 you, canno
renn they pass to
would come from then

Rev. 22 11: He that is unjust, let
him be unjust still; and he which
is filthy, et him be tilthy still § and
he thut is righteous, let him be
righteous stiil; and he that is holy,
let him be holy still.

27 Then he said, 1 pray
thee, therefore, father, that
vhou wouldst send him to my
father's house :

28 For 1 have five breth.
ren; that he may tesuify unto
them, lest they also come
wto this place of torment.

29 Abraham said unto him,
They have Moses aund the
prophets; let them hear
them,

2Tim. 8. 16: All seriptures. ...is
profitub e for doctrine, for reproof,
for eorrcetion, fur instructon in
righteousuuss.

30 And he said, Nay, fa-
ther Abraham: but it one
went uato them from the
dead,

31 And be said unto him,

| ing to heed them.”
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Seeth Abraham In this intermediate state, between death
and the judgment, there may be not only knowledge of those
around, but those afar. Lazarus in his bosom. From his
recognition there may be inferred a previous acquaintance ; show-
ing that if the rich man had failed 1 du y, it was not for the lack
of knowledge of his brother’s need.

24. Father Abraham. Clinging to some hope from his re-
lation to Abrabam, though that very fact made his guilt the
greater and his fall the deeper. 9. **There be many in hell that
call Abraham father.” Send Lazarus. He who ouce looked
down upon his fellow-man now lcoks up to him, so far above his
own state that he dares not hope for equality. Dip the tip.
The smallest of favours, but even that is demied. 10, There 1s a
realm where even prayer avails not. In this r'ame. Not ma-
terial flame, for that would have no power over _he spirit, but in
an agony of soul, of which fire is the only expression.

25, 26. Abraham saith. The answer s fatherly, calm,
and solemn, without mocking, and yet without sorrow, as if the
will of the saint were in full accord with the will of God.  Son,
remember. 11. Memory survives the grave, a fact of terror for
the sinver. Thy good things. ‘* A weighty, precious word
is this “thy !'” “The good things which the rich man had chosen
were those of time, woile he might have had those of eternity ;
and pow he must abide by his choice Lazarus evil things,
Not **his” evil things ; as1f the contrast was one of condiuon
werely ; for underlym the deeper contrast of character and
choice for eternity. The aim of the parable is not to denouuce
woe on riches, for then Abraham, a rich wan, would not have
been introduced : but to warn a.ainst world y-mindedness
Thou art tormented. Hving laid up no treasure in heaven,
naugut «emaius bt misery. A great gulf. The lines between
goo and evil, which men can eusily cross on esrth, in eternity
widens to an impassable barrier. Neither can they pass.
There is no hint o' a purgatory, a piogression, or an **eternal
hope,” by which a sinful soul way pass from the state of the lost
to that of the saved.

27, 28, 29. Send him to my father's house. Not from

| desire to save others, but as if to accuse God of not havin ; given

him opportunity enough. Testify. Warning of dvom by what

he has witnessed, and wviting to sa'vation by what he bas ex-

perienced. Moses and the prophets. As if he had said,
| ©They have warnings enough, as you had, if you had been will-
12. How much clearer hight have we, with
not only the Old Testament but also the New.

If they hear not Moscs and |

the prophets, neicher will

they be persuaded, though |

one rose from the dead.

Eccles. 8, 11: The heart of the
sons of en is fully set in them to
do evil.

ime.—A. D. 20, about a month before the death of

Jesus, while he was in Perea,

LENSON EYDMNS,

No. 876, New Hymn Book.

And am I only born to die?

Aud must I solemnly comply
With nature's stern decree ?

What after death for me remains?

Celestial joys, or hellish paius,

To all eternity !

How then ought I on earth to live,
While God prolongs the kind reprieve,
And props the house of clay !

My sole concern, my single care,
10 watcn, and tremble, and prejare
Against the fatal day!

30, 31. From the dead. Those who do not believe in a
hercatter would not listen to a preacher frum the eternal world
Repent. Even the rich mwan admits a need of repentance.
| Neither will they be persuaded. The means of salvatin

given to men are ample, and more would be useless. Tnose who

spurn God's word would sueer at a voice from the grave.

No. 856, New Hymn Book. M
Thou Judge of quick and dead,
Before whuse bar severe,

With holy joy, or guilty dread,

We all shall soon appear ;
Our cautioned souls prepare
For that tremendous day,

And fill us now with watcuful care,
And stir us up to pray :

To pray, and wait the hour,
That awful hour unknown,

When robed in majesty and power,
Thou shalt from heaven come down ;
The immortal S3on of man,

To judge the human race,

With all thy Father's dazzling train,

With all thy glorious grace.

4-8s & 2:6s.
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No, 873, New Hymn Book. 7,6,7,6,7,7,7,6.
Hearken to the solemn voice,
The awful midnight ery !
Waiting souls, rejoice, rejoice,
And sce the Bridegroom nigh ;
Lo ! he comes to keep his word,
Light and joy his looks impart ;
Go ye forth to meet your Lord,
And meet Lim in your heart.
Happy he whom Christ shall find
Watching to see him come ;
Him the Judge of all mankind
Sha!l bear triumphant home ;
Who can answer to his word ?
Which of you dare meet his day?
““Rise and ¢ome to judgment!” Lord,
We rise, and come away.
GOLDEN TEXT.

The wicked is driven away in his wie
ness; but ghteons« hath hope
denth.—Pro

HE READINGS

The rich man and Lazarus. Luke 16, 19-31.
. The prosperity of the wicked. Psa. 7 4
. The efflictions of the nghteous. Heb, 12, 1-13.
. The fate of the wicked. Job 27, 11-23,

The hope of the righteous. 2 Cor. 5, 1-11.

The saints hereafter. Rev. 7. 917,

The eternal state. Rev, 23, 6-21.

QUENTIONS ON THE OUT
1. The Righteous, v. 10-31.

Who are the two subjects of this parable?

How do we know that one was righteous and the other
wicked | the parable ?

What is related about the life of the righteous man in

Why does God permit such afflictions to fall upon the
righteous? [Tim. 4. 8.

Does a righteous life generally tend toward poverty? 1

What compensation did Lazarus find for all his troubles?

What is meant by ** Abraham’s bosom " in the parable?

What does this teach as to the future state of the
righteous ?

Does this refer to the condition before or after the
resurrection ?

2. The Wicked, v. 19-31.

What is wickeduess in the sight of God ?

In what respect was this man wicked?

What was the fate of his soul after death ?

What caused his fate ?

What was the aature of this torment ?

What sight added to his misery ?

What was his prayer, and its answer !

What are meant by * good things " and ** evil things? "

Does this show that all who have prosperity here will
meet with misery hereafter ?

Does it show that riches are in themselves evil !

What is here shown as to the relation between heaven
and hell hereafter ?

What was the second prayer of the rich man in hell ?

How did it impugn the goodness and justice of God?

How did Abraham's answer vindicate God's righteous

dealings with men ?
Why does not God send spirits of the departed to this
world ?
Wherein was v. 81 a rebuke tu the unbelief of the
Pharisees?
When was this assertion shown to be true? Matt, 28,
11-13.
TEACHINGS OF THE LESSON.
What does this lesson teach-
1. Concerning the condition of the lost hereafter ?
2. Concerning the condition of the saved hereafter?
3. Concerning the way to be saved hereafter?
The Lesson Catechism,—(For the entire school.)
1. What does the parable of the rich man and Lazarus
show? The state of souls after death, 2. What does it
reveal as the state of those who have served God on earth ?
They rest in happiuess. 5. What does it show as the con-
dition of the evil? A state of sorrow and suffering. 4.
tlow is the separation made between the saved and the
lost? There is a great gulf fixed, 6. What should save
us from being lost hereafter? The warnings of God's
word,

Future

WORDS WITE JE PEOPLE.

1. Remember that there is another life
after this life is ended. 2. Remember that
the life hereafter depends on the use you
make of the life here. 3. Remember that
God’s word tells all you need to know that
you may find salvation. 4. Remember that
if you are not saved here, you cannot be
saved hereatter.

ANALYTICAL & BIBLICAL OUTLINE,
The Saved and the Lost.
I. THE SAVED CONDITION,
1. Honour. “ Carried by the angels”

v. 22,
“They shall gather together his elect.”
Matt. 24. 31.
2. Companionship. “Into Abraham’s
bosom.” v, 22.
“1 shall know as....I am known.” 1
Cor. 13. 12,
3. Comfort. ‘He is comforted.” v. 25.
“God shall wipe away all tears.” Rev.
21. 4.
I1. THE LosT CONDITION,
1. Suffering. “ Beingintorments.” v. 23,
“The smokeof their torment ascendeth.”
Rev. 14. 11.
2. Separation. “A great gulf fixed. v. 26.
“From the presence of the Lord” 2
Thess. 1 9.
[11. THE WAY OF SALVATION.
1. Opportunity. “Moses and the pro-
phets.” v. 29.
“Search the Scriptures. . . .eternal life.”
ohn 5. 39.
2, Heeding.

v. 20.
“Seek ye the Lord while....found”
Isa. 55. 7.
. 3. Repentance. “They will repent”

“Let them hear them.”

v. 30.
“Repent ye, and believe.” Mark 1. 15.

4. Faith. “ Be persuaded.” v. 31.

“Had ye believed Moses....believed
me.” John 5. 46.
ADDITIONAL PRACTICALELESSONS,
Thoughts on the Future Life.

1. There is a future life, both for the just
and the unjust, when this life is ended. v. 22,

2. The future life will be one of individual,
conscious existence, and of keen suscepti-
bility. v. 22, 23.

3. The future life will have its own stand-
ards and principles of judgment, utterly dif-
ferent from those of earth, v. 23.

4. The future life will have distinctions
based, not on social or hereditary or finan-
cial differences, but on character only. v. 24.

5. The future life will have knowledge,
companionship, cc ion between souls
of kindred character. v. 23-25.

6. The future life will have pains and

wh
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penalties, from which souls may vainly strive
to free themselves. v. 25.

7. The future life will have distinctions, |

which are eternal, between saint and sinner.
v. 26,

8. The future life will depend upon the
use which is made in the present life of the
opportunities of salvation, v. 29-31.

CA' s Qu

9. What doth the prefuce of our Lord’s p

The preface of our Lord’s prayer, which is,
which art in hea
with all holy reve

ONS,
» teach us ¢
, ' Our Futher
o and confidence, as children to a
father, able and ready to help them ; and that we thouid
pray with and for others,

Isa. 64, 9.
remember inlquity for cver: behold, sce, we bescech
thee, we are all thy people,

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord, neither

Rom. 8, 16, Ye have not received the spirit of bondage
again to fea hut ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we ery, Abba, Father,

Luke 11,18, [If ye, then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask
him?

Eph. 6. 18, Praying always with all prayer and suppli-
cation in the Bpirit, and watching thereunto with all per-
severance and supplication for all saints,

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ.

When the messengers of King Saul burst
into David’s house to arrest him, and found,
in the bed they were ordered to take to their
master, not the warrior supposed to be lying
there sick, but an image laid on a goat’s-
hair pillow, they needed no assurance that
the real David was gone. That was evident
enough. But he was not more truly gone
away from his bed than a man goes from it
when he dies ; and yet nothing is harder
than to realize, as we watch the life ebbing
away, and count the scarcely perceptible
breathings of the dying, that as the last
breath is drawn the man is gone—gone off
from our utmost reach—in a moment—and
whither? We are busied with the poor
earthly remains, with the body which we
love, indeed, and rightly love, and rightly
care for, but which is not the man after all!
It is but “the earthly house of this taber-
nacle.” 2 Cor. 5. 1.

Consider the effect of this upon a biogra-
phy. How does a biography end ? We have
the last hours and the last words carefully
recorded, sometimes with much detail. Then
perhaps an account of the funeral, and who
was present to do honour to the deceased.
Then come testimonies to his worth, and in
some cases, where materials exist (as with

aches us to diaw near to God |

| Livingstone, whose *Personal Life” has
lately appeared), a chapter on his “ post-
humous influence.” It is the same in Scrip-
ture. ‘Take Stephen, for instance. His last
| words, his cruel end, his burial, the mourn-
| ing for him, are ‘described, and we may
almost call the whole history of the Apostle
Paul a chapter on Stephen’s ** posthumous
| influence ;" but that is all.
How different is the narrative before us in
this lesson ! It is a story of two men who
| die ; and what then? The most important
part is yet to come. Instead of being pulled
up suddenly, and brought to a conclusion
with a pauper’s interment for Lazarus and a
funeral oration for Dives, the biography fol-
lows both the real living men into the invisi-
ble world and tells us how they fare there.
Surely so startling a revelation must invest
this unique passage with extraordinary in-
terest! Our familiarity with it no doubt
detracts fromn its solemnity. Yet there it
| stands, the one only glimpse ever vouch-
| safed to the world of the life beyond the
‘ grave. (I do not forget the Book of Revela-
tion ; but what it tells us on this point is in
highly figurative language, and moreover
mostly refers to the future state after the
second Advent and the resurrection.)

But I shall be reminded that the story of
Dives and Lazarus is but a parable. Cer-
tainly it is. If, as some think, there are
allusions in it to real people—to Herod
Antipas or to Lazarus of Bethany—they are
at all events only indirect. Jesus only pro-
fesses to give an imaginary case. But just
as the story would be useless if its earthly
scenery were not consistent with facts,
equally so would it be useless if its glimpses
into the unseen world were not what we
should call in a picture true to nature. There
were plenty of rich men faring sumptuously
every day,and plenty of beggars at their
gates ; otherwise the parable would have
been unreal ; and so, likewise, when it speaks
of “torments,” and a “great gulf,” and
“ Abraham’s bosom,” we are sure that these
pictures must represent realities. Jesus uses,
indeed, the Jewish imagery of the time:
“ Abraham’s bosom” was one of the three
terms in common use to express the future
state of blessedness—the others being * Para-
dise” and the “Throne of glory.” But
though his use of this term does not require
| us to believe in a literal seat next to Abraham
at a literal Oriental feast, it does require us
to believe in the state of happy rest which
the phrase represented. And it is worth
noting that he who thus condescends to
describe that blessed state in this language
is himself described as being ““ in the bosom
of the Father,” (John 1. 18); and that this
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expression is used by that Evangelist who
was known, half a century after the ascen-
sion, as the disciple who had lain on Jesus’
breast. See John 13. 23, 25; 21. 20.

What then are the definite facts which the
Lord of life and death reveals to us by this
parable?

1. That immediately after death the man
“goes to his own place” “The beggar
died, and was carried by angels into Abra-
ham’s bosom.” “The rich man also died,
and was buried ; and in hell he lifted up his
eyes, being in torments.” Nothing can be
more solemnly instantaneous. Hired mourn-
ers, women with sweet spices, and all the
funeral pomp of the country and the age,
are lavished on the lifeless corpse of Dives.
Men gather at his burial, and discuss his
wealth and his heirs. But who dreams of
the man himself,and where he is? Already
in “hell,” *“ tormented in this flame!” And
as to the poor beggar, he too is buried some-
how and somewhere, but nobody cares how
or where, and it is not worth mentioning—
he is not even missed ; yet while the ulcer-
ated budy and the rags that did not cover it
are hastily got rid of, again we may ask, who
dreams of the man himself, and where he
is? The angels who at some time or other
rejoiced over his repentance—over another
lost sheep rescued, another lost coin found—
are now bearing the redeemed one away to
his eternal rest.

2. That after death there is still conscious-
ness, and memory, and recognition. *‘ Being
in torments.” * Seeth Lazarusin his bosom.”
«Son, remember !” No sleep, no ‘“state of
coma,” no waters of Lethe, no oblivion of the
past. “Lift up his eyes ”—does it not seem
as if it was a waking to a far more intense
reality of consciousness and perception than
he had on earth?

3. That there are two states, one of happi-
ness and one of suffering. Of Abraham’s
bosom” 1 have already spoken. But note
further how appropriate the figure is. He
who desired, and often vainly desired, the
rich man’s crumbs, now lyi.g at the heavenly
board spread fur the heavenly feast. Then
as to “hell,” (Hades,) the * torments,” and
the “flime.” God forbid that we should
follow the example of mediaval writers, and
draw horrible pictures of lost souls and their
miseries, or gloat over them! Far rather
would we say nothing on such a subject.
But when we have such words from the
Joving Saviour himself, from him who laid
aside his glory and died the death of the
cross to redeem us from such a fate, we diar:
not pass them over. It is quite useless and
needless to discuss exacily what they mean.
Let it be enough for us that they mean some-

thing. And again note their appropriate-
ness. As Matthew Henry quaintly says,
“ e that denied a crumb is denied a drop.”

4. That a *“ great gulf ” separates batween

these two states, a gulf that cannot be passed
over, yet not so wide as to make one side
invisible to the other. *“There shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth,” said Jesus
to the Jews, (Luke 13. 28,) * when ye shall
see Abraham and lIsaac and Jacob, and all
the prophets, in the kingdom of God, and
you yourselves thrust out.”
5. That external connection with God’s
peuple on earth tells nothing in favour of
salvation hercafter. ¢ Father Abraham!”
cries the lost soul; and the relationship is
not denied—Abraham does call him “son.”
But he gains nothing by this. “Think not,”
said the Baptist, “ to say within yourselves,
We have Abraham to our father.”

6. That the judgments of the next world
will strangely reverse the judgments of this
one. This, no douht,is the main point of
the parable. Jesus had been speaking about
money, and how to use it faithfully and wich
an eye to the world to come as well as the
world that now is. Vers. 9, 10. The Phari-
sees, who loved money, and at the same time
thought themselves quite safe for heaven,
“derided him,” (ver. 14,) literally, “turned
up their noses at him.”  What is his reply?
“Ye justify yourselves before men ; but God
knoweth your hearts ; for that which is highly
esteemed among men is abomination (that
which is loathsome) in the sight of God.”
They derided him, but the Lord should
have them in derision.” Psa. 2. 4. And
then this parable tells, with the most awful
vividness, what terrible blunders men may
make in their estimation of themselves and
of their neighbours. It is indeed a very
hard thing to imagine the man of wealth
who entertains you, who is perhaps by no
means a bad man, (not a single open sin is
charged against Dives,) who may be kindly
and lavish in his attentions, to be really a
lost soul. And it is equally hard to look at
a miserable beggar, filled with disease, and
dying like a dog, and regard him as an im-
mortal creature made in the image of God,
redeemed by the blood of Christ, a fit sub-
ject for the work of the Spirit,and a possible
heir of heaven ! Yet that this may be so it
is plainly the great purpose of Jesus to teach
by the parable. Of course it may not be
so: your rich friend may be the heir of
heaven, and the beggar at your gais the
child of the devil. But I pointed this outin
my Note two years ago, and will not again
refer to it.

7. That men in this life have the oppor-

tunity and means of salvation. This is
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another great point in the parable, dealt with
in the last few verses. Do not say (Jesus
virtually says) you will be taken by surprise
if you “iift up your eyes in hell” Do not
say God might show it you more plainly.
You have the Scriptures : hear them! And
so we have, thank God! The door is not
yet shut for us. The invitation from a for-
giving Father and sympathizing Saviour is
sent to us all. Only lose not a moment, lest
it be too late : for—

“With equal step impartial Fate
Knocks at the cottage and the palace gate !”

BEREAN METHODS,

Hints for the Teache Meeting d the
«l

State the purpose of this parable....A
word-picture of the scene on earth : the rich
man’s home ; Lazarus lying at his gate. ...
Then two more word-pictures : Lazarus in
the world to come ; the rich man in his world
to come....Show what was his condition... .
Why it was his condition. ... How we may
enter into heaven and escape hell. ... What
are the teachings of this story concerning
the future life. ... What it teaches as our per-
sonal duty: (1) Love to man; (2) Use of
opportunity ; (3) Thought of the future ; (4)
Belief in Scripture ; (5) Obedience to God's
word. ...Special application on the use of
opportunities and privileges....|LLUSTRA-
TIONS. The red light hung by railway to
warn of danger—such this parable. . ..Dan-
gers of riches. Man who leaped oveiboard
from burning ship with belt of gold around
him, was dragged by its weight under the
water and drowned. ... The soul’s life separ-
ate from the body. Socrates’ words before
death : “ Bring me if you can find me : but
my real self will escape you.”....Oppor-
tunity, like a rope swinging within reach of
a drowning man ; pass it by, and it will not
come again.

References. FOSTER'S PROSE: 1757,
2287, 3742, 4116, 4352, 9510, 9512, 10566,
POETICAL : 3336-3338. FREEMAN: Dis-
position of crumbs, 782 ; Lazarus in Abra-
ham’s bosom, 814 ; Moses and the prophets,
834.

34 Primary and Intermedinte,
BY M, V. M,

REVIEW. Print the words “Prodigal,
Home, Father, Love,” and question on them.,
What did the prodigal leave? What did he
find? Print * Sin, Sorrow, Pain, Hunger.”
and draw from class what he had to do to
find his way back from these.

LESSON THOUGHT. To love selt is to
forget God.

1. Describe the rich man, Tet children
help by telling how the rich live, dress, fare.
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Read verse 19. What is done with very
poor people who are also sick? Talk about
hospitals and homes for the suffering, and
tell that there were no such places in those
days. Sick people who had no one to take
care of thein were ofien laid near some rich
man's hou-e, so that he might supply their
wants, Lazirus was such a one. Could he
have been happy or glad about any thing ?

2. Tell the story of the death of Lazirus,
and what waited for him on the other side.
Why was this? What must God have seen
in his heart? Read the verses that describe
the rich man’s trouble. Why was he not in
heaven, too? The children will say he was
not good. Show that Self is the enemy of
God, and that, in living to please himself
and to have a good time, the rich man had
been forgetting God.” What do you think
he loved 7 Money, fine clothes, good fuod ?
Maybe there is something we love better
than God! Let us shut our eyes for a
minute, and think if this is so.

3. What is a “great gulf” like? Talk
about a stream, and how it may be crossed.
A high mountain,and how it may be climbed.
But here is something that God says must
remain the same. A great gulf, “ fixed,” so
that all who are on one side or the other
must stay where they are! There can be
no crossing. Print the words Good and
Evil at the extremes of the board. Show
that in this world the space between these
may be passed, but when we reach the other
world, God teaches us by this lesson that
we cannot go from the one to the other.

Show what the tiue riches are, and where
they may be found. Who has all riches in
his hand? God, and he wants to give them
to us here, if we want to have them. Do we!

Blackboard
BY J. B. PHIPPY, BSQ.

APPLICATION,
ning fast ; the hour is passing away.

The sands of lile are run-
ETER-
NITY ! How shall I spend it ?
AS THE TREE FALLS S0 SHALL IT LIF,
BEYOND THIS IS
ETERNAL L1.E or ETERNAL DEATH.
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A D49 May 22.
LESSON VIIL.—PARABLES ON PRAYER; or, Ask, Seek, Knock.

GENERAL STATEMENT

At some time while Jesus was in Perea, and glowl journeying to d the Jordwn and Judea
he gave to his disciples two parables on prayer. The first parable has rece ived two very differ-
ent expositions—one individual, the other gencral,  T'o one c'ass of interpreters, as Arnot and
Lyman Abbott, it simply teaches earnest prsistent praycer, no special emphasis being placed on
the **unjust judge,” who in their view, 1 introduced merely in order to make its pplication
stronger. Another class of writers, as Trench, A ford and Whedon, see in the parable a picture
of the Uhurch during the long ages of Carist's abiding in heaven—a widow, oppressed by her
adversary, Satan, and calling for deliverance to One who seems like an unjust judge, heeding not
but will, in his own good time, long 10 us on earth, yet speedy to him with whom a
\d years are as one day, rev al himsell ag her Redeemer, and the avenger of her wrongs ;
yet when he appears will find the faith of his people « wrely tricd, and scarcely able to endure the
delay. Verses 7 The other parable was aldressed to some of the disciples who, despite
their Lo d's teachings, were ma itesting the spirit of sell-rignteousness ind contempt for others
less favoured. He rebukes them by the picture of the Poarisees and the publican, the one boast
ing of his superior godliness, the other confessing his sing and pleading for merey ; the one
going home unc nscious that he has but added to the weight of his condemnation, the other
with light heart in the assurance of God's grace,

Luke 19, 114, Explanntory and Practical,

5, 11-14.] Verse 1. A parable, (1) Let us learn from the Master and
teach by illustrations. To this end. These words are not in
the original.  Literally, *“A parable unto them as to the need
always to pray,” Matthew Henry quaintly r marks, **This
parable has its key hanging at the door,” Ought always to

| pray. * Atall times,” at no time neglecting as of no conse
Luke 21. 86: Watch ye....and | queuce : ab no time ceasing as of no avail. (2) Prayer should be

pray always, that ye may be ac- | the one tl read woven into the entire texture of the life. Not to
counted worthy .. ..to stand before | faing,  (3) In the spiritual as well as the worldly life, success is

the Son of M. Rom. 12,12: Con- :
‘lll,u.:,:, l.',',_“,‘,‘ in prayer. won by persevering, all-conquering endeavour,

[Memory Verse

I And he spake a parable
unto them to this end, that
men nught always lo pray,
and not to faint;

2 Saying, There was in a 2,8, ‘A.judge. A judge in the East exerciscs both execu-
city a judge, which feared not | tive and judicial tunctions, is not respon ible to a bigher court,
God, neither regarded man. settles cases without a jury, and is governed 1y his own will as

| the only law, Hence judges are often corrupt, receive bribes

{Jehoshaphat! | from both parties, and rule in an_arbitrary and unjust manner.
Tuke heed what | Feared not neither regarded. Without principle, with

ve do....let the fear of the Lord be | o070 g of honour, without respeet for public opinion : a
with the | our God, nor respect | character utterly despieable.  Yet the force of the parable is in

»f persons, nor taking of gifts. teusitied by the comparison of such a man with God, or rather,

; by the contrast, since if even so base a nature may be influenced

3 And there was a widow | by persistent supplication, how much more a just and loving
in that city: and she came{ Futher! Andivitnot true that to many the divine government
unto him, saying, Avenge me | geems to be that of an unjust, careless ruler, grinding out destiny
of mine adversary. regardless of the cry of humanity ? One aim of this parable is
to show that God i neither a blind, stony fate, nor a wooden
figurehead over the universe, but has a heart moved by prayer,
as well as & hand to exccute his will. A widow. Representing
in the parable Christ's earthly Church durivg the period of Iris
absence, from the ascension to the sccord advent, exposed to the
insults of the world, aud ardently awaiting her Lord’s return,
In the East, widows are peculiarly helpless and unfortunate,
| being dependent upon the family of the husband, and compelled
| to suffer many wrongs. Avenge me. ** Do me justice.” The

cry is not for revecve, but for ; rotection and just penalty upon

the wrong doer. Mine adversary. Here representing Satan,
the pow r of this world, and the oppressor of God's people,who is
ever striving against God's kingdom, and from whom the Church

of Christ expects deliverance in the coming of its Saviour., (4)
| Let us never forget thas we have a wicked, mighty, and invisible

foe who s endenvouring to compass our destruction,

2 Chron. 19. 6.7

4, 5, He would not, The unjust judee would not answer

4 And he would not for a ~ the petition beesuse of indifference 5 the divine hearer of prayer
while: but afterward he said | does not, beeaure bis wisdom and love perceive that the hour bas
within himeelf, Though I fear | not yet con For a while. In the application to the general

not God, nor regard man ; Church, the *“ while " is the period of time between the first and
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5 Yet, becanse this widow
troubleth me, I will aveng
ler, lest by her continu.l
coming she weary me,

6 And the Lord said, Hear |

what the unjust judge saith,

7 And shall not God avenge
his own elect, which e¢ry day
and night unto hiw, though
he bear long with them ?

Psa. 58, 11: Verily he is a(
that judzeth in the carth
2: When he maketh inguisition

for blood, he remenbereth them
he forgetteth not the cry of the
humble.

8 1 tell you that he will
avenge them speedily, Nev-
ertheless when the Son of
man cometh, shall he find
faith on the earth ?

Heb, 10, 37: Yet a little while,
and he that shall come wiil come,
and will not tarry, Matt, 25, 6:
While the bridegroom tarried they
all slumbered and slept.  Matt,
12: Because iniquity shall abou
the love of many shall wax cold.

9 And he spake this para-
ble untocertain which trusted
in themselves that they were
righteous,and despised others.

Prov. 30, 12: There 1s a genera-
tion that are pure in theirown eyes,
and yet 18 not washed from their
filthiness, Isa. 65, 6: Which say,
Stand by thyself, ¢ me not near to
me; for 1 am holier than thou,
These are » smoke in my nose, a fire
that burneth ali the duy.

10 Two men went up into
the temple to pray ; the one
a Pharisce, and the other a
publican,

o
uot ns

othe

Luke 16, 15: Ye are they which
justify yourselves be fore
God knoweth vour he: r
which is hichly esteemed amonyg
men is abowination in the sight of
God.

13 Andthe publican.stands
ing atar off, would not litt
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second enmings of Christ; to the iudividual believer, it is while
his prayer a answer, Troubleth me. Mo i
ble to the assiuls upon his selfish case than to the principle of
5. Not every right action proceeds from arig t motive,
She weary me. Litcrally, *“she beat me;” a byperb lical
expression tor great annoyance.

sus

aits an

6, 7. The Lord said. Now comes the application of the
parable, The unjust judge....God. If wne would hear
prayer, then surely the other: for (1) While one is unjust, the

hteous; (2) One is imp'acable, the other te nder ;
the other a frienv; (4) To one she came
alone, to the Ogher we come having an Advocate (1 John 2, 1.
(3) She eame without j romise, but we are invited and welcomed.
His own elect. " those he has
from amonz the world, aud recogrizcd as his own

Cry day and night

other 18

(3) One is a stianger,

“* His owa cliosen ones ; whon
called ou

yeeuliar people, the invisible Chuich,
I peo

L he Church in all the ages, longing for her Lord's return ; and
the Christian, continually prayi: g for needed blessings. 6. Here
y way to pray—to cry day and night to the Lord. Bear

8 1€

long with them. But why does God delay, and how long
I'o teach his people perseverance, to make them strong by the
exercse of faith, to give them the greater appreciation of the
answer when it comes, When Lis wisdom sees that the believer
is fitted to reccive, at that iustant he bestows what he has ever
been longing to grant,

8, Speedily. That which to human patience appears long,
in the divine estimate is speedy. When the Son of man
cometh. Iun the preceding chapter Christ hus been speaking
of the trials which should precede his coming again und this
parable is the Church’s comfort under delay. Find faith.
Meaning that the faith of the Church will scarce hold cus until
his appearing, and many will g.ow c.ld and unbelieving. 2 Pet.
3

9, 10. This parable. Having targht carae:tnces and pe
sistence, he would n w teach bumility in prayer. Unto certain.
Perhaps for the word ““ unto” we may r ad **concerning,” as the
parable was given to the discip'es to warn them against the spirit
of the Pharisecs. Or it may indicate that Carist di-cerned the
self-righteous spirit in some of bis followers, and addressed these
words to thew. Two men. Representatives of ¢ asses found
in every age of the Church. Went up. 4s the temple stood
on ground higher than most of the city and country around it,
To pray. Dwellers in and around Jerusalem geverally wor-
5 ipped onee or twice each day in the court of the wonien, facing
the altar, which could be seen within, 7. Every house may now
b a temple, for all earth is holy ground. Pharisee.....publi-
can. Sce notes on Lesson V. 8, Not all who enter Gud's Lhouse
have their hearts in the worshipping frame.

11, 12. Stood The Jews generally worshi' ped standing,
but the word here means *‘stationing himself, or taking his
stand,” as if to direct a‘tention to himself and his prayer,
9. The posture of the heart in prayer is of vastly greater unp rt-
ance than that of the body. With himself. This may wean
either, “*stood with hims:lf and prayed,” that is, apart from
others ; or, *“ prayed with himself,” that is, not to God, Perhaps
the Saviour intended to suggest the double meaning. I thank
thee. In his prayer wus no confession, no petiion, no real
tha ksgiving, but ‘merely a boast of his own well domg. As
other men. Rather, ** the rest of men,” He divides ail man-
k ud into two clasces, the rest of the world, and his own righte
ous self. Extortioners, etc. He names the common vices of
h's time, perhaps with an emphasis upon those of vhe publican
class.  Yet they were the crimes of his own party. Matt, 23 ;
John 8. Or even as this publican, * No, tor thoun art
woise; yea, for this, because thou thinkest thee better.”—Z'rapp,
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I Fast twice in the week.
by the Law ; but the Puarisces fastcd on the secund and fif b days

1o
of vuch weck.

man

| the other.

his sios shall not prosper : but who-
80 confesseth and forsuketh them
shall have merey,

will be uplifted.

A.D. 29, while Jesus was teach-
ing in ¥ " ay to Jerusalem  This lesson be-
longs to the v-mm-'.quurw, or series of discourses, with

Lessons V., VI, VIL
HOME READINGS,

M. Parables on prayer. Luke 18, 1-14.
Tu. The prayer of Abrahai i
W. The prayer of Jucob,
Th. The prayer of Dvid,
F. "he prayer of Elisha. . 4, .
S, The prayer of the Syropheuician woman. Mark 7.

24-30.
8. The prayer of Christ, Matt. 26. 36-45.
LESNON HYJINS,
No. 262, New Hymn Book,
With broken heart and contrite sigh,
A trembling siner, Lord, Iery :
Thy pardoning grace is rich aud free:
0 God, be merciful to me !
Far off I stand with tearful eyes,
Nor dare uplift them to the skies ;
But thou dost all my anguish see :
0 God, be merciiul to me !
No, 890, New Hyun Book, C.M
Shepherd Divine, our wants relieve,
In this our evil day,
To all thy tenpted f llowers give
The power to watch and pray.
Long as our fiery trials last,
Long a8 the cross we bear,
0 let our souls on thee be cast
In never-ceasing prayer !
The Spirit of interceding grace
Give us in faith to claim,
To wrestle till we see thy face,
And know thy hidden name.

No, 307, New Mymn Book,

Praver is the soul’s sincere desire,
Uttered or unexpressed |

The motion of a hidden fire,
That trembles in the breast.

Prayer is the simplest form of speech
That infart lips can try ;

Praver the sublimest strains that reach
The Majesty on high,

O thou by whom we eome to God,
The Life, the Truth, the Way !

The path of prayer thyself hast trod
Lord, teach us how to pray.

GOLDEN TEXT,
Ak, nnd it shiall be given von s seek, and ve
1l find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto
you. Lukell 0.
QUESTIONS ON THE OUTLINE,

1. The Peayer of Persistency, v. 18,

What is prayer?

Why is prayer necessary?

What kind of prayer is taught by thie parable?

What was the character of the judee in this parable?

Are such jadges often found in'the East, and why ?

Tn what respect is God compared with the unjust judge?

16-33.
1.

13, 14. Standing afar off.
| a proach the holy plice.
| of the guilt within.

other a less : but that one was forgiven, the othe not.
eth himself, ete, A maxim repeated no less than seven times
in Chrs's teachings
will be cast down ; whoever huwbly seek the mercy of the Lord

Only one fast a year was required

Feeling himself unworthy to
As if accusing his inner self
¢ Be progitiated t me, the sin-

Smote
Merciful.

ner” Couseious that he was ** the chief of sinners.” Justified.
| Absolved from sin, and acepted before God.
Not that one received a greater pardon and the

Rather than
Exalt-

W hoever expeets to Le saved for his merits,

Do God's dealings with his people ever seem unjust?

Why are they never really so?

What, the oes this parable teach concerning answers
to prayer?

What is the promise of this parable ?

Against what spiritual state does it warn us?

Pride,v. 9-12,

o of the second parable?

What class were cinlly aimed at in it?

How are such rebuke | in Isa. 65. 57

To wh i shou'd true righteousness lead ?

What were the charscteristies of the Pharisee’s prayer?

Why was it not a true prayer?

What was its purpo-e?

Did it tell the truth concerning his conduct? [See
Lesson 111']

Why ix it useless to attempt to deceive God?

. ‘The Praver of Penitence, v, 13, 14

What spirit did the publican show ?

How did he show a true conviction of sin?

How did he show a sincere repentance of sin?

How is he an exan ple to every sinner ?

In whose name may sinners find forgiiveness? Heb. 2.

17.
What answer to his prayer did the publican receive?
What is it to be justitied ?
What is tha application of this parable as given by
Christ ?
What is the promise and condition of the Golden Text?
The Lesson ¢ ntechism.—(For the entire school.)
1. What was the parable of the unjust judge designed to
teach? Earnest and persevering prayer. 2. How was
this illustrated? By a widow's successful prayer. 3,
What was the seeond parable of Christ concerning prayer ?
That of the Pharisee and publican. 4. What kind of
prayer was shown by the Pharisee? A self-righteous
praise of self. 5. What was shown by the publican?
Humble seeking for pardon, 6. What reward did the
publican receive? He went home justified.
TEACIHINGS OF THE LESNNON.
Wherein d ies this lesson teach us—
1. Who have a right to pray ¢
2. For what we should pray?
3. How we should pray ?
DocTrINAL Svaakstiox —The power of prayer.
WORDS WITH LITTLE PEOPLE,
1. Call upon God for whatever you need.
2. Keep on praying until God sends you
answer. 3. Seek from God forgiveness for
all your sins. 4 Expect to be heard in
prayer, not because you are good, but be-
cause God is merciful.

ANALYTE , & BIBLICAL OUCLINE,
How to Pray,
I. PRAY ALWAYS,
Always to pray, and not to faint. v. 1.
“Pray always with all prayer.” Eph.

. 18,
II. PRAY DIRECTLY.

. e
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“ Avenge me of mine adversary.” v. 3.
“Ye shall ask what ye will....done.”
John 157,
I11. PRAY EARNESTLY,
This woman troubleth me. v. 5.
“This effe ervent prayer. .availeth
much.” | 5. 16.
IV. PRAY PERSIS LY.
inual coming. ...weary me. v. §.
ray without ceasing.” 1. Thess. §

17.
V. PrRAY HUMBLY.
Not lift up....eyes....smote....breast.
v. 13
“God giveth grace unto the humble.”
James 4. 6.
ADDITIONAL PRAC LE“SONS,
The Relation of G toward Men,

1. God is the heavenly Judge, by whom
all earthly judges are judged. v. 2,

2. God sometimes seems to men an unjust
Jude, careless of the world’s condition, in-
sensible to appeal,and blind towrongs among
men. v. 2.

3. God hears the cry of his people, even
though he seem dull of hearing, and will
answer though he delay long. v. 7.

4. God has men among his own “elect,”
or chosen ones, those who have heard his
voice, and whom he regards with favour.

v.7.

5. God will do justice in behalf of the
right, and execute vengeance upon the
wrong, in his own good time. v. 7.

6. God’s waiting to do justice may seem
togn an “long,” but to him it is “ speedy,”
v. 8.

7. God looks at men’s hearts in prayer
rather than their lips v. 14.

8. God lifts up and puts down men not
only according to his own will, but accord-
ing to their own deserts. v. 14.

CATECHINY QUENTIONS,

10. What do we pray for in the first petition ?

In the first petition, which is, * Hallowed be thy name,”
we pray that God would enable us, and others, to glority
him i all that whereby he maketh himself known, and
that he would dispose all things to his o 3

Psa, 67, . God be merciful unto us, and bless us ;
and cause his face to shine upon us.  That thy way may
be known upon earth, thy saving health among all na-
tions. Let the people praise thee, O Gud; let all the
people praise thee,

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ.

What is our idea of a judge? Does the
word suggest a cause of hope and pleasure,
or a cause of fear? Probably most of my
readers would reply, Neither : we have no
particular reason for enthusiasm or love to-
ward our judges and magistrates, and cer-
tainly we have no need to be afraid of them
—they are “not a terror to good works, but

183

to the evil.” Rom. 13. 3. Well, there are a
good many people in London, at any rate,
who, while very far from being criminals,
have still a kind of lurking awe of the offi-
cials who administer justice. Our “city
Arabs,” for instance, regard the “beak” and
the “bobby ” their slang terms for magis-
trate and policeman) as their natural ene-
mies. My readers, of course, are not like
that; and yet [ would ask again, What is
their idea of a judge? Is not this the com-
monest thought about him, that his business
is to punish? Not to punish us but to punish
others—anybody who incurs guilt. He
represents the majesty of the law; and we
think of the law generally in its penal
aspect.

Surely we can see at once that this is so if
we think of the word judge as appled to
God or to Christ. Mercy and love seem to
fall into the background, and stern justice to
take their place. What feelings does the
thought of the Day of Judgment awaken in
the mind? Is a sense of joy and thankful-
ness instantly experienced ? Is it not rather
a sense of awful solemnity, even if there be
no conscious fear? Certainly our hymns ex-
press this. The great medixval hymn, Dies
ire, says,

“ () what fear man’s bosom rendeth,

When from heaven the Judge descendeth,

On whose sentence all dependeth !”

And Charles Wesley, who was any thing but
gloomy in the tone of his hymns, addresses
Christ as

“ Thou judge of quick and dead,

Before whose bar severe,” etc.

Certainly Scripture warrants this view of
the divine Judge and his judgment. “ I came
not to judge the world,” says Jesus, “ but to
save the world.” John 12. 47. “ O our God,
wilt thou not judge them ?” cries Jehosha-
phat concerning his cruel foes. 2 Chron.
20. 12.  And we are told that backsliders
have “a certain fearful looking-for of judg-
ment,” Heb. 10. 27.

Now in the first of the last two parables on
prayer that are now before us, we have God
represented as a judge, while the object of
the parable is stated to be that “ men ought
always to pray and not to faint.” But is it
in the character of a judge that we naturally
pray to God ? Imagine the Lord’s prayer be-
ginning thus, “Our Judge, which art in
heaven!” Or imagine our prayer ending
with a plea, “through Jesus Christ our
Judge. Amen !”

Of course there is no real difficulty ; and
my readers will accuse me of setting up an
imaginary one for the purpose of demolish-
ing it. Well, if it be so, I venture to think
that a device of the sort may be very useful
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in “catching our scholars “with guile,” and
so winning their attention. But in fact, the
point is really an important one. Most of us,
1 believe, habitually miss the comfort which
the Judgeship of Christ is intended to give
us. Certainly our young people would never
dream of associating comfort with it at all.
Let us seizz the opportunity this lesson
affords us to understand for ourselves, and to
show our scholars, Low truly we should re-
joice and praise the Lord that he is not only
a Saviour but also a Judge.

Look again at experience and at Serip-
ture. (1) At experience : there are causes,
and not infrequent ones, when men look to
the Judge to protect them from injury, to
deliver them from fraud or from persecution,
to vindicate their innocence. Then, do they
not look forward to the day “ of judgment”
(that day is, the day of the trial) with eager
expectations ? (2) At Scripture : again and
again David exclams, * Judge me, O God !”
Psalms 26. 1; 35. 24; 43. 1. Or look at
the glowing anticipations of Isa. 33.20-24, in
the midst of which we find the animating
words, “ The Lord is our judge, the Lord is
our lawgiver, the Lord is our king: he will
save us !” Or think of Paul in the dungeon,
looking forward to the crown to be given
him, not by the “ Saviour” but by the Lord,
the Righteous Judge.”

That grandest of ancient Latin hymns, the
Ze Deum, expresses exactly what I mean,
and what this parable sugeests to us, when
in no trembling and deprecatory accents, but
with eager and exulting hope, it thus ad-
dresses Him who “sitteth at the right hand
of God, in the glory of the Father,” thus—
“We believe that thou shalt come to be our
Judge ;” and then goes on, “ We therefore
pray thee, help thy servants.”

But why should the Judgeship of Christ be
a cause of joy and hope and a ground of
prayer? The parable will tell us why. That
widow is the Church,Christ’s bride, separated
from the Bridegroom. As Bonar sings,
“The Church has waited long, her absent
Lord tosee”—

“ Age after age has gone,
Sun after sun has set,

And still in weeds of widowhood
She weeps a mourner yet.”

And she has an adversary, subtle, powerful,
merciless—* Your Adversary the Devil.”
She sees—we all see-—sin and misery
abounding. We look over the world, and
see everywhere oppression and injustice and
wickedness of all kinds. *The trail of the
serpent is over it all.” Civilization ad-
vances; science achieves triumph after
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Church militant on earth cries out, like the
Church in Paradise, (Rev. 6. 9, 10,) “ How
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not
judge and avenge our blood ?”

Then it is for vengeance that we are look-
ing from the coming Judge? Yes, ina
sense. But not vindictive retaliation. That
is not the meaning of the Greek word. The
widow’s prayer in the parable is, ** Exact
justice for me from mine adversary ;7 and it
is the same word in the cry of the “souls
under the altar” just quoted. It is vindica-
tion we ask for- —the putting down of wrong,
and the triumph of right. The petition, in
fact, is really the same as that in the Lord’s
prayer, * Thy kingdom come.” See Psa. 96.
10-13: “The Lord reigneth. . . .let the earth
beglad. .. for he cometh to judge the earth;”
also seventy-second, ninety-seventh, ninety-
eighth Psalms, and Isaiah 32.

What, then, is the exact point of the story
of the widow ? Plainly this : she, by always
praying and not fainting,” at length gained
her suit even with an unjust judge, one who
shamelessly avowed that he “feared not
God, neither regarded man ;” how much
more, then, (like the “how much more ” of
Matt. 7. 11,) shall God the Righteous Judge
interpose in behalf of his own chosen ones,
if only they too “always pray and faint
not.”

The utter disregard of justice among
Oriental judges, and the readiness to take
bribes, should be referred to for explination
of the parable ; and many passages in the
0Old Testament throw light on the subject.
See God’s commands, Deut 1. 16, 17; 10. 18,
19. See what Samuel would say, 1 Sam. 2. 12,
3; and what his sons did, 1 Sam. 8. 3—and
others, Eccl. 4.1; 5. 8; Isa. 10. 1, 2 ; Amos,
5. 12 ; Micah 2. 2; Acts 24. 26. And see
how God is described in Psa. 68. 5—"A
father of the fatherless, and a judge of the
widows, is God in his holy habitation.”

But so far I have only touched on one
parable. What of the other? Shall we finish
up this first section of the lesson, on perse-
vering prayer,and then go on to study, quite
separately, the Pharisee’s prayer of pride and
the publican’s prayer of penitence ? I think
we should combine the two parables, or
rather make the one complementary to the
other. Thus : Alter all, how can I find com-
fort in the thought of God being the Judge,
and pray to him as one who will give sen-
tence for me and take my part, when I know
that if he judges me truly he must condemn
me utterly ? I am but a sinter, and his per-
fect justice makes me tremble. ~ Well, look
at the next parable. There we find a sinner
who comes in humble repentance and faith,

triumph ; but war and bloodshed between
nations, envy and selfishness between indi-
viduals, seem as rife as ever. And the

who is utterly broken-hearted and self-
abased, but who yet can cry to a merciful
God, “justified”—that is, acquitted by the




Judge ; and the encouragement is this, that

he does know us through and through, that
he detects the pride and hypocrisy of the

Pharisee, and sees the contrite heart of the |
publican ; and his estimate is not man’s |

estimate, “for man looketh on the out-
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CAL: 3664-3884. FREEMAN : Standing

| during prayer, 741 : Semi-weekly fasts, 783;

Smiting the breast, 784. e
Blackbonrd,

BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

ward appearance, but the Lord looketh on |

the heart.” 1 Sam. 16, 7. Heisa just Judge
for the very reason that he is omniscient ;
and we rejoi

ce that it is so; we pray with |

David, “Search me, O God, and know my |
heart,” (Psa. 139. 23,) on purpose that every |

sin may be dragged forth, and all be put away

by the blood of Christ and the power of the |

Spirit.

But there is delay. We pray and do not
get the answer. Young people especially
know that, because of the very simplicity of
their petitions and their expectations. Let

them remember that God loves to send a |

swift answer, (Isa. 65. 24; Deut. 9. 20,) but
that he waits sometimes for our good, be-
cause he knows best. Matt. 15. 23 ; John 11,
6. Of this be sure—

“ God Almighty heareth ever,
When his little children pray;

He is faint and weary never,
And he turneth none away.”

BEREAN METHODS.
Hints for the 'l‘enlﬁ‘lu-r-' Meeting and the
TN

Begin with a short talk about prayer, its
high privilege, its power, its results, etc. . ..
Then show the way to pray, as presented in
this lesson. ... Divide the lesson, explaining
each parable separately....With young
scholars show the parables as teaching how
to pray, and not attempting the deeper
thoughts of God as represented by an “un-
just judge.” Tell the story and make the
individual application. . .With senior classes
show the deeper significance of the first
parable : (1) The widow, Christ's Church ;
(2) The adversary, Satan, the opposer of
Christ’s cause ; (3) The unjust judge, God as
he appears to unbelieving men ; (4) The time
of vindication and justice, the judgment. . ..
Show how God does answer, even though he
seems todelay. ... Take the elements of true
prayer as shown in these two parables. ...
lllustrations. From the Bible, of power in
prayer—Abraham, Elijah, Paul....Of per-
sistence in prayer—Jacob and the Syropheni-
cian woman, Mark 7. 26....Find or let the
class suggest other instances. . ..Praying is
like using a pump —where often used, work-
ing easily, and soon bringing the water, but
slow and difficult when used but rarely. ...
Give to the class inst'nces of answers to
prayer from your own experience.

References. FoSTER'S PROSE. 390,
3212, 4430, 7247,8925, 10157, 11702, POETI-

‘ | 4
True prayer is an open road from man’s
heartto God. The prayer of pride bars the
E way. The prayer of indifference falls by the
| roadside. The prayer of persistence and
The prayer of penitence is

faith falters not.
| power.

Primary and Intermedinte.
BY M. V. M.

REVIEW. Print the words “ Here” and
“There,” and question about the rich man
and Lazarus, Which lived for this world—
which for the other ? etc. Make seeds under
the word Here, and white wheat under the
word There, and teach the lesson of seed-
time and harvest.

LESSON-THOUGHT.
he loves.

INTRODUCTORY. Jesus taught his dis-
ciples to pray, and we are his disciples if we
are trying to learn of him. But we need to
know how, before we can do anything right,
and in this lesson he teaches us two things
about prayer which we must try to remem-
ber. Print, 1. Pray often. 2. Pray humbly.

1. Tell the story of the widow and the
judge. He did not care whether she had
her rights or not, but he grew tired of her
coming, and so let her have what she wanted.
But the judge was a selfish, bad man,and God
is our holy and loving Father. How much
more will he give to his own dear children
who ask for what they need ! We must keep
asking, and always believe that God will give
the best thing.

2. Why must we pray humbly ! See how the
proud man prays ! He stands very straight,
and looks up toward heaven, while he tells
God how good he is ! Does he think, then,
that God cannot see into his heart? He
says, “ See, | giveaway a tenth of all I have,
I fast twice in the week, I am very honest,
and I am not at all like this publican who is
a sinner.”

God hears because
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3. But here stands the publican, and he answered his prayer, and he will answer any
looks very unlike the Pharisce. [Print | humble and sincere prayer.
publican’s prayer.] Did you ever see a blind
man? The Pharnsee was blind, The eyes CLOSING WoORDS. Children have sin
of his soul were shut tight. That is why he in their hearts, and should pray often and
could see no sin in himself. 1f our soul-eyes | humbly that it may be taken away The Holy
are open, we shall see that we are not good. | Spirit will open the eyes of the soul if we ask
The publican aw this, and that is why he | mm. To say words of prayer is not to pray.
prayed in this way. God heard him and | Prayer is asking for what we want.

———

A D, 29 May 29,
LESSON IX.—PARABLE OF THE POUNDS; or, The Personal Account.
GENERAL STATEMENT.

From the table-lands of Perea Jesus has descended *o the plain of Jordan, and is now
ealmly journeying toward the final acts of his life at Jerusalem. At the gate of Jericho he has
given sight to the beggar, Bartimeus, and within its walls he has reclined as a guest at the table
of the rich puhlican, Zaccheus. He is now passi- g out of the city, and beguming the steep
ascent through the wilderness toward the capital. A multitule are thronging around him,

.eager with expectation that the kingdom of Gud, long promised, is at once to be established,
with dominion for Israel over the nations, and honours and ¢ ffices for all Christ's followers. He
alone in all that company knows that soon the hosannas will be turned to curses, that the bitter
cup of the garden and the thorny crown of the cross await him within ten days, and that cen-
turies must pass awny before h's kingdom, with its weapus not carnal, but spiritual, wil con-
gner the hearis of the world. To cpen the dull eyes of bhis disciples, he relates this parable,
with its pic ture, familiar to the Onental mind, of a high-born personage journeying afar to
return invested with sovereignty, while his servants watch over his ivterests, and his subjects
plot against his authority. A reason passes by, and once more he stands upon his palace tloor,

a nobleman, but a king, witn absolute power in his hand to reward the faithful, to

not now
rebuke the neglectful, and to execute wrath upon the rebellious.
Luke 19, 1127, Expl y and Pr 1
[Memory Verses, 26, 27.] Verse 11. Spake a parable. The aim of the parable was
to show the disciples that his kingdom was one of work rather

11 And as they heard these

things, he added and spake a than immediate reward, and that, iustelltl‘nf.('ﬂluh\i.s ing a throne,
parable, because he was nigh he was soon to depart from the sight of his followers. Nigh to
to Jerusalem, and becauss Jerusalem. About nineteen miles distant, by a steep road up
they thought that the king- the mountains, They thought. The only conception of &
dom of G.d should imme- kingdom which the Jews of that day could frame was that of an
diately appear. empire such as Alexander conquered and Cwmesar won. They

expected their Mes-iah to cast oft the Roman yoke, and bring the
world under the power of Jerusalem. 1. How easy it is to err in
our interpretations of Seripture and our theories of salvation !

12 He said therefore, A| 12, Nobleman, “A certain man well born.” A fitting
certain nobleman went ivto a | type of him who was both the Son of David and the Son of God.
far country to receive for him- | A far country. Representing the heaven where our Redeemer
self a kingdom, and to return. | awaits the hour for his return as King and Judge of men. 2 We
have a King, even though the world sees him not, neither knows

13 And he called his ten | him. To receive a kingdom. In the world of Christ's day
gervants, and delivered them | it was usual for kings of tributary provinces to go to Rome and
ten ponods, and said unto| obtain the sanction of the Senate and Emperor to their claims,
them, Occupy till I come. Nearly all the Herods had visited Rome for this purpose. To
1 Pt 4 10: As every man hath ‘x)‘xlt;xﬂlel Expecting to come back with royal authority over his
received the gift, even so minister
the same one to auother, as good " :
stawards of the manifold grace of | 13, His ten servants, Rather, ‘“‘ten of his gervants or
God. dlaves”  The word iudicates a servant who is the property of his

o e | master : but its use hy Christ in a parable no more sanctions

,14 But his citizens hated | gjqvery than his imliu?'ct reference Inge to the Herods indorses
him, aud seut a inasshc after | g),eir tyranny. 3 We are ever to keep in mind that we belong to
him, saying, We will n“"‘nur Master who has bought us with his own blood. Ten
have th.s man to reignover | pounds. *Ten mine.” The mina was a Greek and Roman
us. | coin worth from $15 to $25. The pound represents every man's
| endowment of opportunity in the service of Christ, There is a
| sense in which this is equal with all men, since it is pr(»portinned
| to every one's ability. 4. Remember that God gives you the

power to do something in his cause. Occupy till I come.

o c
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John 15, 18: If the world hate
vou, ye know that it hated me
inl--lr it hated you,

15 And it came to pass,
that when he was returned,
having received the hingdom,
then he commanded these
servants to bhe called unto
him, to woom he had given
the money, that he might

know how much every man 1

had gaived by trading.

Rom. 14, 12: 8o then every one
of us shall give account of himself
to God.

16 Then came the first,
saying, Lord, thy pound hath
gained ten pounds,

17 And he said unto him,
Well, thou good servant : be-
cause thou hast been faithful
in a very little, have thou
authority over ten cities,

Rev. 2. 26: He that....keepeth
my works unto the end, to him will
I give power over the nations,

18 And the second came,
saying, Lord, thy pound hath
gained five pounds,

19 And he said likewise to
h}rp, Be thou also over five
cities,

20 And another came, say-
ing, Lord, behold here is thy
ound, which I have kept
aid up in a napkin :

21 For I feared thee, be-
cause thou art an austere
man : thon takedst up that
thou layedst not down, and
reapest that thou didst not
80w,

1John 4, 18 Perfect love casteth
out fear.

22 And he said unto him,
Out of thine own mouth will
I judse thee, thou wicked
servant, ‘Thou knewest that
I was an austere man, taking
up that I laid not down, and
reaping that 1 did not sow,:

22 Wherefore then gavest
not thou my money into the
bank, that at my coming 1
might have required mine
own with usury ?

24 And he said unto them
that stood by, Take from him

Rather translate, “ Transact busine 5 Our work is not only
| to occupy, but to increase the Lord’s kingdom,
|

14. His citizens.
| Chist's fellow-countrymen according to the flesh.
message. Literally, *‘an
sent a counter-petition against
| from his rule and annexed direct
| not have this man.

Here representing the Jews, who were
Sent a
bassy.”  Just so the Jews had
vehelaus, asking to be released
y to the Empne  We will
The word will is here emphatic : ** We
are not wiiling that this man shad be a king ovir us.” Already
the shadow of his rejection by his own at Pilate’s bar was ereeping
over the Saviour's sonl. 6. That which makes wen enewmies of
Chirist is a rebellions will.

| 15,16, 17. When he was returned. The parable now
sweeps across all human history, from the ascension of Christ
until his return. 7. How lightly does the divine eye look over
the rise and fall of empires and the transactions of time! That
he might know. Every fullower of Chiist will be called
upon to render an account for all his endowments, opportunities,
[ and possessions. Gained by trading. The word in the
[ original is the same with that translated **occupy ' in verse 13,
Gained ten pounds. While the lord sp aks of what the
servats had gained, the faithful servant se “thy pound hath
gained.” 8, Not we, but God's grace wo'king in us, accomplishes
wood among men. Ten cities. We may not ivfer that
faithfulness here will be rewarded by actual government over citics
and kingdoms hereafter, but that as greatly as a city surpasses a
pound, so will our reward rise above our endeavour.

18, 19. Five pounds....flve cities. As there are
degrees of zeal on earth, so there will be degrees of reward in
heaven, yet every faithful follower will recvive a more than
abundant compensation for his endeavours, 9. “ Every vessel
will be alike fall, but not alike large.”—2M. Henry.

20, 21. Lord, behold. This servant represents those pro-
fessed followers of Christ who make no use of their talents, their
gains, and their influence.  They show no good done among men,
no givings proportionate to their gainings, and no benefit to the
world from their genius or larning. I have kept The nn-
faithful servant is the only one to tell of what he has done ; all
the others modestly mention what their Lord’s money has gained,
In a napkin. Literally, “a sweat cloth,” the handkerchief
used by working people to wipe the prespiration from their faces,
Trench snggests the thought that * the lazy servant having no need
to wipe off his sweat used it to wrap ap his pound ” I feared
thee. Not with the reverential fear of a son, but with the slavish
dread of one looking up to a hated authoritv. Austere man.
The servant misunderstood the character of his master, and talsely
deemed him unjust, forgetting that the pound and the servant alike
were his. 10. How many frame a false conception of the divine char-
acter, and then hate God ? Witness the picture of “the God of the
Bible,” as distorted in the current unbelief of our time. Takedst
up . ...layedst not down. Demanding a service to which
he had no right.

22, 23. Out of thine own mouth. ‘“On your own
view, hy your own prinziples of judgment.” Not that his view
was the right one, but that every man is judged according to his
capacity to understand truth. 11 Judged even by his own
standard every sinuer must be condemncd. 'Wicked servant.
12, There is wickedness in leaving duties undone, not less than
in doing evil. Wherefore gavest thou not. Since he
knew, or thought he knew, so well the character and rigorous
judgment of his lord, why did he not prepare to meet it?
13. Every man is in duty bound to live up to lis own view of his
accountability before God. Into the bank. The broker's

office, by which the money might be invested and increased.
Usury. Gain by trading, or interest money.
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the pound, and give it to him
that hath ten pouuds.

Matt. 21. 43: The kingdom of
@od shall be taken from you, and
iven to a nation bringing forth the
ruits thereof.

25 (And they
him, Lord, he
pounds.)

gaid unto
hath ten

20 Wor § wny unto

you,
That unto every o

whi

27 But these wmine ene-
mies, which would not that
&n

Matt. 25. 41 : Depart from me, ve |

eursed, into everlasting fire, pre-
pared for the devil and his angels.

HOME READINGS,
Luke 19. 11-27.
Kings 20, 28-43.

M. Parable of the pounds,
Tuw. The lost opportumty.

W. The wise steward,
Th. The vine and branches.
F. Tne many members,
§.  Toe various gifts,
N, Tue work tested.

No then every

No. 449, New Hymn B

Be it my ouly wisdom here, |
To serve the Lord with filial fear,
With loving gratitude ; |

y 1 display, |
|

Superior sense
By shunning every
And walking 1
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Eph. 4. 1-16.
1 Cor. 8. 1-15.

Time.—A D 20, about a week, or perhaps ten days,
before the crucifixion, while Jesus, after the Percan
journey, was in Judea, on his way to Jerusalem.

GOLDEN TEXT. i
i of us shall give account |
of himwsell 10 God.—Rom. 14. 12

LESSON HYMNS,

evil way,
n the good.

24, 25, Take from him. The servant who fails to use his
opportunities loses them. Witnessed in the case of mental endow
ment, time, spiritual power : all of which bring no gain unless
util zed, and all are lost by neglect Give it to him. The
man who makes the most of privileges, gains increase of them, not
by partial, arbitrary allotment, but by a righteous law of action,
Strength grows by exercise 3 knowledge by study ; usefulness by
activity, *“Drawn wells are never " They said unto
\ him. The standers-hy ; perhaps, as ’ ench suggests, the angels

taking part in the final judgment. In our opinion they do not
| represent any sp sial element in the interpretation.

26, 27. Hath. .. .given. Anexpr sion which is explained
by the current of the parable as meaning **he that makes u-e of
what he hath.” Those mine enemies. The parable now
returns to the class referved to in ver. 14, who refused to submit
to the authority of the monarch. 14, After all, there is a wide
cull between even the unfaithtul disciple and the open rebel, One
meets reuke wnd loss of honour, the other receives absolute

penalty. Slay them before me. A stern sentence, yet
deserved ¢ and as an illustration not at all strange to the Oriental
mind.  We know not to what fate it points as the portion of the

| ungodly, yet are sure it must point to something. May we strive
| to shun its terrible experience !

Give me on thee to eall,
‘ Always to watch and pray,
Lest I into temptation fall,

Luke 12, 3218, A‘Iltl cast my shield away.
John 15. 1-8. For each assault prepared
) cady may 1be,
Rom. 12. 1-13, And ready m:

Forever standing on l;l_\‘ guard,
Aud looking up to thee.
QUESTIONS ON THE ouUTL
1.Th —v. 11
Where was Jesus at this time?
w was the oceasion for giving this parable?

What was 1ts design ?

What custom of the Roman Empire is here illustrated?

| Who is represented by the nobleman, and wherein?

| What is meant by the * far country ¢

What kingdom is here referred to?

Who are the servants?

What was their trust?

| To what does this trust refer?

Who were the * citizens " of the kingdom?
V message did they send, aud when ! John 19, 14,15

e Accon
What period of
the nobleman ?

485 & 2:6

l;r(\pruwntml by the absence of

0, may I still from sin depart ! 1 What was the difference of his rank when leaving and
A wi-e and understanding heart, | when returning ?
Jesus, to me be given ; l What does this show to us? Matt, 25, 31,
And let me through the rit know, What is represented by this account?
To glorify my God below, | What great truths are presented to us in the Golden
And find my way to heaven. | Text?
No. 441, New Huymn Book. .M | "y v. 16 27,
A charge to keep I have b P ed by the report of the first se rvant!
S T What reward did he receive? 5
A never-dying sutil to save, Hu“.‘ may this prove an encouragement to us? Rev. 2
And AL 1 agr e '\ What is meant by the award to the second servant?
To serve the present age, What was the report of the third servant?
My calling to fu'fi Wherein did he show a wrong coneeption of his lord's
O may it ull iy powers engage character?
To do my Masters will ! What is meant by the answer of his lord?
elp me to watch and pray, Why was he justly dep d of lis treasure? A
Aud on thyself rely ; Why was it just to give it to the other rervay t
Assured, if Ty trust betray, What does this illustrate? (See 1 Cor. 3. ]{x;)
1 shali for ever die. What is meant by *‘ every one \\hh-l; hl‘!,h Y
Vi h What was the sentence upon the rebels?
2, New "
BIH,He Lys e M What is here represented * Matt, 25, 41,

Gracious Red.
Tuis slumber

mer, shake,
com my soul !

Why 15 this a just sentence?

Say to me now, “ Awake, awake!
And Christ shall make thee whole.”
Lay to thy mighty hand,

Alarm me in this hour;

And mike me fully understand

The thuuder of thy power.

The Lesson Catechisme
(For the entire school.) 1. What is the subject of the
parable of the pounds? A nobleman’s journey to re-
ceive a kingdom, 2. What did he leave with ten of his
servants while he was absent? To e ch a pound for
trading. 8. What message did Lis people send after him?

They

man

An a

to th

over

who

his |

g the
) shou

3 How

V.
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4. What dJid the nob
) he returned a Kin:

They rejected him as their king.
man require of his servants wl
An account of their money. 5. What reward did he give
to those who had gained ton and five pounds?  The rule
over s many cities, 6. How was the servant punished
who had do »thing with his pound ?  With the |n~-. of
his pound. 7. What command did he give eoncerning
the enemies wio had rejected him as king? That they |
should be slain. |

TEACIINGS OF
How does this lesson show

1. What Christ expeets of his psople?

2. How Carist rewards his workers?

3. W hat shall be the fate of his opposers?

VI LESSON,

DOCTRINAL SucGESTION--The judgment to come,

WORON WINH LITOLE PEOPLE.

1. Christ has given you something to keep |
for him. 2. Christ expects you to make
good use of what he gives you. 3. Christ
will give good pay to all those who work for
him. 4. Christ will punish those who refuse
to obey him.

ANALYTICAL & BIBLICAL OUTLINFE,
‘The Final S ccount,

I. AN ACCOUNT WITH A KING.
Returned, having received the kingdom.
A
“Son of man...
Matt. 25. 31.
I1. A UNIVERSAL ACCOUNT.
1. Commanded. . ..servants to be called.

V.
“We all appear....
seat.” 2 Cor. 5. 10,
Those mine enemies. . .
v.. 3%
“No respect of persons with God.” |
Rom. 2. 11,
I11. A PERSONAL ACCOUNT.
How much every man had gained.
“ Whatsoever... ..soweth. . . .also rea
Gal. 6. 7.
IV. AN ACCOUNT FOR PRIVILEGE.
Lord, thy pound hath gained. v. 16.
“ Judged. . ..according to their works.”
Rev. 20. 12.
V. AN ACCOUNT WITH REWARDS,
Been faithful, have thou authority. v. 17.
“Turn....to righteousness....as the
stars.” Dan, 12, 3
VI. AN ACCOUNT FOR N
Thy pound....laid up in a n;\pkin. V. 20
“Knoweth....and doeth not... Rl
James 4. 17.
AN ACCOUNT WITH PENALTIES,
Take from him the pound. v. 24
“The kingdom. . ..shall be taken from
you.” Matt, 25, 43.
2. Mine enemies. . ..slay them, v. 27.
“Depart from me, ye cursed.” Matt.
25. 41.

.upon the throne.”

15.
must

judgment |

.bring hither.

VIL
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ADDITIONAL PRAUCTICAL LESNONS,
"Kingdom of Uhrist.
1. Christ’s kingdom is a real existence,
though 1ts king be not visible on the earth.
V. 12

2. Christ’s kingdom awaits a day when it

| will be openly and divinely recognized before

the universe. v. 12,

3. Christ’s kingdom is now a kingdom of
work, and not of ease, for its members.
2 6. )

4. Christ’s kingdom has its enemies, who
oppose, reject, and hate its king. v. 14.

5. Christ’s kingdom will have its day of
account, which friends and foes alike must
f.\ce Vi 15

Christ’s kingdom has its rewards pro-
porlmned to earnestness in the use of oppor-
tunities. v. 16-19.

7. Christ’s kingdom will have its penalties

for not-doing as well as for wrong-doing.

| V. 20

8. Christ’s kingdom will have its final
terrors for all its opposers and rejecters.
27.

CATECHISY QUESTIONS,

11. What do we pray for in the second petition ?

In the second pcmmn, which is, *“ Thy kingdom come,”
we pray that Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed, that v.he
kingdom of grace may be advanced, ourselves mn] others
brought into it, and k- ptiniv; und that the kingdom of
glory may be h.mmmnl

Psa. 08. 1. Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered :
let them also that hate him flee before him.

1. 18. Do wood in thy good pleasure unto Zion,
ou the walls of Jerusalem.

Thess. 8. 1, Brethren, pray for us, that the word of
thu Lord may have free course, and be' glorified, even as
it is with you.

Rom. 10. 1. My heart's desire and prayer to God for
Israel is, that they might be saved.

Rev. 22, 20. He which testifieth these things saith
Surely I come quickly ; Amen. Even so, come, Lord
Jesus,

ENGLISH TEACHER'S NOTES.
BY EUGENE STOCK, ESQ.

I remember reading in my boyish days—
I quite forget where—a simple story, illus-
trative of the importance of faithfulness and
care in small things, which will serve not
only to introduce the parable of the pounds,
but also to show the distinction between it
and the parable of the talents., The minis-
ter of a church requested two carpenters in
his village to make him some shelves for a
cupboard in his house, giving precisely the
same commission to bulh but without telling
either that he had given it to the other. Let
us call the two mechanics Jones and Smith,
Jones at once came and took the necessary
measurements, went away and set to work,
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and next day sent in the shelves, which
fitted into their plice exactly, and gave the
minister entire satisfaction. Smith, feeling
that the job was too paltry to demand par-
ticular attention or trouble, appeared at the
house to take his measurements the day
after Jones had finished his work, and exe-
cuted the order about three weeks after-
ward ; and then his shelves did not fit, and
were returned. A few days after that,
Smith, to his intense vexation, heard that
Jones had been appointed to furnish the
church throughout with new pews.

The small commission, we see, was given
first as a test. * He that is faithful in that
which is least is faithful also in much.” Now
this is not the point of the parable of the
talents ; but it is the point of the parable of
the pounds. In the former, the gifts differ
in value “according to the several ability”
of the servants, but equal faithfulness pro-
duces relatively equal results, the five talents
making five more, and the two making two.
In the latier the gifts are the same, but the
zeal and ability displayed in their use vary,
and the results differ accordingly. The for-
mer illustrates (as one commentator well ex-
presses it) ‘“‘equal fidelity with different
degrees of advantage J” the latter, “ different
degrees of improvement of the same oppor-
tunities.” In fact, the “ pounds,” in order
of thought, comes before the “talents.” By
the employment of the “pounds” the
« geveral ability ” of the servants is tested
and determined ; and then follow the larger
and varying gifts of * talents.” Thus the
rewaid in the “pounds” is—* Have thou
authority over ten cities”—* Be thou also
over five cities " just like the giving of the
talents, “ to one five, to another two.” And
when we observe that the ‘“talent” was

BANNER.
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2 few verses further, where the entry into
Jerusalem is described —* the whole multi-
iude of the disciples rejoicing and praising
God with a loud voice,” and saying,
“ Blessed be the King that cometh in the
aame of the Lord.” Just before, too, as we
learn from Matthew and Mark (see Matt,
20. 17, 20, 29 ; Mark 10. 32, 35 46), had
occurred the request of James and John for
the seats on Christ’s right and left hand in
the kingdom they were now expecting to be
immediately set up. Jesus, therefore, had a
two-fold object in this parable : First, to
intimate that the kingdom was not coming
yet ; that he was to go first ; and secondly,
that during his absence his followers would
be tested, and that the honours and rewards
to be allotted them on his return would be
proportioned to their fitness as revealed by
the tests.

It may be asked, Why did not he tell them
plainly? Why give such important teach-
ings in the half-veiled form of a parable?
But he had been plain already, and they
would not accept his words. As regards the
delay of his kingdom, it is most remarkable
that the request of James and John followed
immediately on his announcement of his
approaching sufferings and death (Matt. 20;
Mark 10) ; and as regards fitness for high
places, his reply to that request distinctly
showed that these would be given to those
only who could * drink his cup” of woe
and “be baptized with his baptism ” of
suffering.

But see how the parable meets the two
points :

1. Jesus draws from contemporary history
a striking illustration of his approaching
departure, of the reason for it, and of his
future return. Thirty years before, Arche-

sixty times larger than the *pound,” we see
the reasonableness of taking the parable of
the pounds as in this sense introductory to
that of the talents, although in other respects
they run parallel—in their teaching, for in-
stance, about the slothful servant, and
about the account to be given to the return-
ing master.

Next look at the historical circumstances
of this parable of the pounds. We shall
find them leading us to the same conclu-
sion.

‘I'he evangelist Lukeis particularly careful
to record the occasion and design of our
Lord’s parables ; see chap. 7 403 10. 29,
30; 12. 13, 16; 13. 1. 6; 14. 15, 16 5 15.
1-3; 16. 15,19 18.1,9. And now we read
that * He added and spake a parable, be-
¢ wse he was nigh to Jerusalem, and because
they thought that the kingdom of God
should immediately appear.” What their
expectations and feelings were, we can see

laus, the son of Herod the Great, had gone,
on his father's death, to Rome to get the
kingdom of Judea confirmed to him by his
suzerain, the Emperor—a step rendered the
more necessary because of the disaffection
ot the Jews, who actually sent a_deputation
to Rome to oppose his claims. So says the
parable : “ A certain nobleman went into a
far country to receive for himselfa kingdom,
and to return. . .. But his citizens hated him,
saying, ‘ We will not have this;man to reign
over us.’” And as in the historical event, s0
in the parable, the claimant to the throne
presently “returned, having received the
kingdom.” Ver. 15, Here we see the inti-
mation—(1) That Jesus was not going to
take his kingdom on earth atonce; (2) That
he was going into “a far country " to be
invested with it—a hint that his absence
would be long ; (3) That his claims would
be rejected by men, and by the Jews es
pecially ; (4) That nevertheless he would
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surely return and assume his rightful author- I

2. With marvelous wisdom Jesus weaves
into the story thus based on actual history
his word of exhortation to his followers,
showing them that what they have to set
their minds upon now is not the glory of the
kingdom, but its service, not the future re-
ward, but the present duty. Yes, there are
great honours and powers to be bestowed
upon his faithful servants—* cities” and
provinces to be governed, (figures which
suggest to us wonderful spheres of blessed
service in the world to come ;) but first the
capacity of his servants must be tested—one
might be fit to be “over five cities” who
could not wield “authority overten.” So
the “pounds” are given them, to see how
they will use them. And it would be quite
consistent with the actual course of (God’s
providence if (as before suggested) we com-
bined the two parables, and said that he
who makes his * pound” into ten will, even
in this world, receive the “five talents,” and
he who makes his pound into five the “ two
talents,” “ each man according to his several
ability ;” entering at leagth, each in the
measure of his capacity, into *the joy of his
Lord.”

What are our “pounds,” and our “tal-
ents?” One might say that the “ pound,”
being the same to each servant, is what we
all have, (we Christians,) knowledge of the
Gospel, membership in the Church, etc.,
and that the ‘“talents,” being varied in
number, are the gifts and opportunities
given us in God’s providence. But for the
purpose of our practical application it is
scarcely needful to distinguish so closely.
Rather let us lay stress on these three points :

1. *“What hast thou that thou didst not
receive?” (Paul's question, 1 Cor. 4. 7.)
Robert and George drop pennies into the
missionary box  Robert received his penny
from his mother on purpose to put it in;
George earned his ; which of them gave his
own? Neither did ! Who gave Robert his
kind mother? Who gave George his
health, strength, skill, time, to earn wages?
As King David said, (1 Chron. 29. 14.) ** All
things come to Thee, and of Thine own have
we given Thee.” Nay, even we ourselves,
bodies, souls, spirits, belong to God—* not
our own "—by his creation, (Psa. 100. 3,) and
by redemption. 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20

2. What areyou doing with your “pounds,”
your “talents 7” Do you think, as the man
with the one talent doubtless thought, “ I
can do nothing, I have so little ! 7 Think of
the Jewish maid, (2 Kings 5,) the widow of
Zarephath, (1 Kings 17,) the widow of Jeru-
salem, (Mark 12,) the lad with the loaves,
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servant in both parables, “ God is so strict
and hard—I never can please him—it’s no
use trying,” (see Job 21. 15; Mal 1. 13)—
and so do nothing! Whata mistake ! e
15 S0 generous !

3. How will you meet the King when he
returns ? - All must render up an account to
him. An account of what? Of everything;
if you entrust a friend with ten dollars, will
you be satisfied if he accounts for nine
dollars and ninety-nine cents? Will you
deserve a reward? Paul knew he did not,
(1 Cor. 15.10; 1 Tim. 1. 15; comp. Luke
17. 10;) and yet he expected one (2 Tim. 4.
8)—why? Because Christ is a generous
master, and gives more than either we de-
sire or deserve !

BEREAN METHODS.
Eints for the ’l'rn:.}l-er-' Meeting and the
Jlaww,

Notice the difference between the Parable
of the Pounds and that of the talents, (Matt.
25. 14-30:) (1) In time of delivery ; (2) In
characters ; (3) In endowments; (4) In re-
wards ; (5) In aims....Draw from the class
the pictures of the parable : (1) The king ;
(2) The faithful servants ; (3) The unfaithful
servant ; (4) The enemies Note : (1)
What Christ expects of his followers ; (2)
What Christ promises his followers ; (3)
What Christ’s enemies must expect.....
Teachings concerning Christ’s kingdom.
(See Additional Practical Lessons.). . ..Con-
cerning the final account. (See Analytical
and Biblical Outline.)....ILLUSTRATIONS.
Opportunity is the manna spread on the
ground which must be appropriated and
prepared in order to become of any benefit.
....The crop of wheat stored in the cellar
decays ; that spread out on the ground re-
turns an hundred fold....Man who hid
baink-notes in the earth, and afterwards
found them decayed.. ..Accountab lity—
Daniel Webster's remark : “ The sublimest
thought of my life has been my personal
responsibility to God.”.. ..Reward : the
story of a noble who was imprisoned for
entering into a conspiracy with a prince to
ob:ain a throne ; afterward, when the prince
became king, his chains were weighed, and
:§ much gold by weizht was bestowed upon

im.

References. FOSTER'S PROSE: 2072,
2152, 3630, 5579, 6960, 9276, 10780, 11894.
POETICAL : 2830, 3893. FREEMAN : The
“6puund," 785; Valuables wrapped in clothes,
263.

3 Primary and Intermedinte.

BY M. V. M,

REVIEW. Recall the two special teach-

ings. Pray often, and pray humbly, and

(John 6) Do you say, like the slothful | draw from class the two parables on prayer.
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A little object-teaching may be given here
with the aid of a key, showing that as a key
can open a door from a prison to a world of
light, so prayer can open God’s world of light
to one in the daik prison of sin.

Blackl rd.
BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ,

Luave A WORK THAT. NO OTHER CAN DO!
Fo0r WEPET Ny
e g
e ROVey)| e LECTED
ks

We are each one personally resporsible to
God for our usefulness during our time of
probation on earth. This diagram illustrates
two fields of work.
been well cared for. The other is barren,
hard, and stony. One has been impm\'ed.
the other neglected. God gives us oppor-
tunity for seed sowing in his field, and each
one must do his own work.

WHAT ARE YOU DOING FOR THE
MASTER?

God’s gifts to be used.
1. Show a money-purse, or male one on
the board. Talk about the contents, what
good for, and when. s it of any use if kept
shut up? No, we must use money to get
good from it.  Tell the story: the Jews
wanted Jesus to bea king and
kingdom right away. Jesus taug
parable that he must first go awa
would then return as a king, to see how
servants had used his gifts.
scene, the calling of servants, giving
one something to use and going
Then the return, t
and the giving of
obedient? Show
give it to one of you,
years | shall come back
then you must tell me what you have don
with it. Will you lay it upona shelf to keep
Or will you plant the seed and raise a tre

LESSON THOUGHT.

eac
a

accounts.
an apple. Suppose
and tell you that in fiv

which will bear many aj ples?

vants with whom the Lord was pleased were JusE 12. The Walk to Emmaus; or, The

those who had planted his money, and had | Burning Hearts. Luke 24. 13-32.

more to give back to him. Tell what was - T ) " "

done with the servant who had kept his JUNE 19.  Second Quarterly Review.

money wrapped in a napkin. JUNE 26, Missionary Lessons. Luke 24
is the faithful servant? One who | 44-53.

2. Who
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One is fruitful, and has

to set up his
ht by this
1y, and
his
Picture the

h
he calling of the servants,

Who had been

after my apple, and

These ser
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What has God given

rifts.
have

children to tell what they
We may lead them through
the common gifts of

uses his L
tous? Ge
to use for God
this lesson to

prize

health, ("\1‘>~I1L1\5. hearing, oood feet and
hands, etc. Teach that all these are truly
gifts, not given to be laid away or

used, be used for him,
, % Two litt s to look to Ged,” or
es recite it here, if it is familiar.
CLOSING WoORrDS, We should use our
gifts for him, because they are gifts of his
luve, and we want to please him ; because
tells us to do so, and wants us to obey,

he
for our happiness here and

nd because it is
hereafter to do so.

@y 4

Whisper Songs for May.

FIFTH LESSON.

NOTES of joy, holy joy,
Hear the angels singing,
For a sinner lost is found !
Heaven with joy is ringing !

SIXTH LESSON.

Home to God ! Hasten home,
Sin and evil spurning

8
See, the Father smiles in love
On his child returning.

INTH LESSON.

SE

Sin is death ! Sin is death !
Heed the solemn warning ;
Come and seek the Lord of life
Now in youth’s bright morning,

EIGHTH LESSON.

« Seek and find,” Jesus saith,
For the king of heaven
Says to every heart to-day,
“ Ask, it shall be given.”

NINTH LESSON.

All thy gifts, gracious gifts,
Tokens of thy favour,

I will try to use for thee,

1 Dearest Lord and Saviour.

e
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LENNONS TOR JUNE, IEL) B
or, The Up-

€

?

The Crucifixion ;

JUNE 5.
Luke 33-46.

€ | lifted Christ. 23




