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MARTYRDOM OF MR. AND MRS. GORDON.

WHEN we issued our number for August, with its heavy burden of SOrrow,
we certainly thought that we knew the worst that was in store for our New
Hebrides Mission. Bitter as were the ingredients of the cup which our Hea-
venly Father had given us to drink, we fondly believed that we had drunk its
last dregs. When our last pumber was printed this impression seemed to be
confirmed. Letters had been received from Mr. Geddie up till the 81st May,
which seemed to indicate that the crisis was past—that the clouds were be-
ginning to break, and that the sun of prosperity would soon again shine upon
our work. Little did we expect that so soon the clouds should return after
the rain, and that even before that number should have reached a large por-
tion of the Church, intelligence should have arrived of an event so painful and
50 {rying as entirely to overshadow all our former trials, and almost to cause
them to come no more into remembrance. The tidings of the death of Mr.
and Mrs, Gordon have already been circulated over ever part of the Church,
and must have thrilled every heart in which a spark of human sympathy re-
mains, while, even to those whose faith in that Mission was strongest, from
the suddenness as well as the appalling nature of the event, the effect at first
must have been absolutely stunning. Even yet we scarcely know what to look
for or expect. It is with fear and trembling that we now express the hope
that we have seen the worst, and it will be with painful anxiety that we shall
await farther intelligence from the Mission,

We have given in another part of our present number all the details of the
sad tragedy that have reached this country. We can scarcely expect any ad-
ditional information regarding the last scene, though, when Mr. Gordon’s
journals arrive, we may expect a Jurge amount of interesting intelligence con-
cerning his labours toward the close of hislife ; and Mr. Geddic's report of the
state of the island will be looked for with intense anxziety. Upon the details
now given we need not dwell, nor do we at present intend to give anything
like a biographical sketch of the departed. This we hope to attend to in fu-
ture numbers, We are confident that we speak the opinion of all who knew
Mr. Gordon, when we say, that we believe him to be as earnest, zealous, de-
voted, and laborious a servant of God as ever won a martyr’s crown. Of Mrs.
Gordon the Church here knows less, but all the testimonies we havé received
combine in representing her as of a kindred spirit, and we may therefore say
of them, “They were lovely and pleasant in their lives, and in their death
they were not divided. Our present object is to consider the event as a dis.
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pensation of God’s Providence, and to glance at some of the impressions
which, as such, it is fitted to produce.

The long protection which our Missionariesin the South Seas have enjoyed,
has perhaps rendered the Church easy concerning their safety, and left us un-
prepared for this event.  Perhaps too we have not had a sufficient sense of
the divine care so long exercised over them. At all events this bas come
upon us unexpectedly.  And yet it is an event, the possibility of which the
Church ought always to have kept in view, and for which we ought to have
been prepared.  Christ warned his disciples in sending them forth for the
conversion of the world, that they must not oniy cxpect to encounter opposi-
tion and trial in the work, but that they should be prepared to suffer even
unto death for his sake and the gospel’s, *“ Behold I send you forth as sheep
among wolves.” ¢ The brother shall deliver up the brother to death and the
father the child.” ¢ Yea, the time comcth that whosoever killeth you will
think that he doeth Gods service.”  The history of the Church in every age
has shown that this may e the fate of the most zealous of God’s servants,
The preaching of the gospel had searcely begun whena persceution arose, in
which one of its most energetic champions, as well as others less known, were
called to scal their testimony with their blood.  And the persccution about
Stephen was soon followed by a second, in which one of the very chiefest
apostles, as well as others were called to receive the martyr’s crown.  We
know that others of the twelve, and it is generally believed that wost of them,
ended their earthly career in a similar manner.  We nced not refer to the
numbers that, previous to the triumph of Christianity over the Paganism of
the Roman Empire, perished by sword or flame. or the still greater eumber,
who in the struggles of revived Christianity against Popery, at the era of the
Reformation in the sixtecenth and seventeenth centurics, pouced forth their
blood like water for their faithfulness to the Saviour. In the great mission-
ary movement of the nineteenth century, the protection extended by the gov-
ernments of Christian countries to Missionaries labouring in heathen lands,
has commonly preserved them from any extensive slaughter. But yeteven in
our own day there are instances sufficient to teach us that the heralds of the
cross must jeopard their lives on the high places of the fickd, not only by
pestilence and famine, but also by the hands of their fellow men. The
massacres of the Christians in Madagascar, the martyrdom of so many mis-
sionavies during the mutiny in India, the murder of Lowrie by pirates in
China, the fall of the lamented Graham in the streets of Damuscus, the death
of Williams and Harris on Erromanga, the slaughter of Missicnaries by In-
dians in the far West, the hanging of faithful ministers in the Southern
States, who have dared to lift up their voice on behalf of the slave, and now
the massacre of our own Gordon and his wife, admonish us that Satan’s cn-
mity against the servaats of God reaches even to the danger of their lives,
and that God may permit him to accomplish his end, desigring doubtless to
overrule it for the divine glory. .

It is unquestionably the duty of the Church and her missionaries to avail
themselves of every lawful means that Providence sets before them, for their
safety. It can never be our duty to rusk heedlessly into danger; and the ex-
ample of Christ and his apostles, shows that it may be the duty of Mission-
aries to provide for the safety of their lives by a change of the scene of their
labours. ¢ When they persecute you in this city, flee ye into another.”
And now that this mournful catastrophe has taken place, it becomes us seri
ously to euquire, whether we have suffered thus, while in the way of our
duty and while following the {guidance of divine Providence, or whether we
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kave to blame ourselves for rashness and fool hurdiness in undertaking a work
and encountering dangers, to which God had not called ue.  We have cn-
deavoured to ook at this matter with all the light that we possess, and with
due calinness. We do feel thut one error lias been committed in the manage-
ment of the Mission, to which we shall hereafter advert.  But after all that
has yet taken place, we have no hesitation in expressing our decided convie-
tion, that as far as the occupation of lirromanga as a mission field is concern-
ed, the Church and Mr. Gordon were perfectly justified in what they have
done.  Mr. Gordon’s heart had long been set on that island as a field of
labeur, and he had made it the subject of many prayers.  When thercfore he
arrived there, and found the way open for a settlemenr, while other fields to
which the Chureh had looked seemed closed, scarcely any other conclusion
could be adopted, than that the Great Head of the Church was pointing to
that as his destined sphere of labours.  And though undoubtedly dangers
were to be apprehended, yet those dangers weve, so far as any humau eye
cotdd see, only such as the first missionaries were exposed to on other islands,
where the gospel has reaped its richest harvests.  We believe that when the
Missionaries of the Londor Society landed on Tahiti—when the Wesleyans
fanded on the Figis,—when Mr. Geddie landed on Aneityam, or Messrs. Paton
aud Copetand on Tang, their situations was to all human appearanee nearly,
and in some instances quite as dangerous as Mr. Gordoen's, when he landed on
Brromanga.  That the result kas been different must be ascribed to the in-
serutable purpose of Him, who *doeth according to his will in the armies of
heaven and arong the inhabitants of the earth.”  The course of events since
Mr, Qordon landed, amply confirms this opinior. For more than three years
he laboured among the people. with no greater perils than the Missionanes on
some other islands of the South Seas have encountered. Indeed we question
it ke did not suffer more personal violence at the hands of the Irisk Roman-
ists of Halifax, while labouring as a city missionary there, than he did dur-
ing these three years from the savages of faromasga. There was thus time
amply sefficient to show, that as far as safety was concerned, the Charch was
ensirely warrauted n the step she took.  Aud when we add that the last sad
event was not the resalt of any thing in the ordinury or normal state of af-
fairs there, but that the immediate occasion of it was an extraordinary dis-
pensation of divine Providence—something eutirely apart from the original
state of things there, and what no human sagacity could have forseen, viz.,
very remarkable ravages of disease and death among the uatives, we think
we have ciough to show, that though the result has been so sad, we have no
cause of reproach in huving occupied Krromanaa as a mission field.  We be-
fieve after all that has happened, that the Chureh but followed the leadings
of Diviae Providence, and that now she hus to acecpt the event as a dispen-
sation of his haud and to seek to profit by it aceordingly.

But when Mr. Gordonr saw that his life was in danger in remaining longer
on the island should he not have left? We know that in some instaoces the
Apostles and modern Missionaries, when their lives were in danger, sought
safety by removing to other spheres of usefulness ; and that, in so doing, they
but followed the directions of their Master. We doubt not that there will be
many among that extremely numerous class‘in the world who are very wise
after the event, who may be disposed to conclude that Mr. Gordon sheuid have
followed a similar course. But we are persuaded that every intelligent Chris-
tian, who examines the whole circumstances, will say, that matters were not
in such a position on Erromanga that he would have been warranted in so
acting, The Apostles and modern Missionaries have felt themselves called to
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abandon a field once eccupicd only when the door scemed absolutely closed,
and when at the same time God in his Providence afforded them an opportu-
nity of making their escape. But neither of these things took place in the pre-
sent instance. Up to the last moment of My, Gordon’s life, so fur as we can
learn, there was no indication that the way was closed aga‘nst further labours.
He had still around him the people of that side of the island where he lived
among whom he was still permitted to labour—he bad still a great work to
do in administering medicine, by whieh probably some hundreds of lives were
saved, and he was able te give many warnings to the living and speak many
words of consolation to the dying, which, accompanied as they were by his fev-
veat prayers, we know, from the faithfulness of Hin who bath promised, shall
neot be in vain.  And, at the last, death came in such a form *hat the alter-
native of escape was not afforded him. The blow was so sudden, so unczpect.
ed, and coming from a distant quarter, no provision could be made against it.
So that, looking at the circumstances as they stand, we do not consider tha
Dir. Gordon’s case presents s parallel to those in which Missionaries have felt
themselves not only warranted, but absolutely called to seek another sphere of
labour.

Nay, more, we think that the whole circumnstances of the ease strongly in-
dicate that he could not, in faithfulness to his Master, have left bis sphere of
labours. TFor more than three years he had laboured there with searcely, if
any more, than the ordinary peril of a Missionary among savage tribes— he
had made decided progress in his work—he had gathered around him a num-
ber, who were receiving Christian instruction, and some of them without doubt
favourably disposed toward Christianity. And upen what principle could he
desert his post at such a crisis, so Jong as any prospeet remained of continning
his Jabours in safety. But more than this, knowing the ideas of the natives
as to the connexion of Christianity with disease, what would have been the
offect upon their minds, what the consequences as to the future progress of
Christianity among them, if, after labouring three years among them, when
disease at length came in such a fearfu} manner, be had left them to die with-
out medicinal aid for their bodies, ard to perish without hope for their souls ?
We venture to say that had he doue so the Christian Church, aye, and many
a worldling, who may be now ready to sneer at his enthusiasm, would have
cried shame.  The Soldier who deserts his post in the hour of danger is brand-
ed with infumy, and we hesitate not to say that from the facts, so far as known
to us, our conviction is that had Mr. Gordon deserted his post-—his honoura-
ble, his glorious post, in the very van of the Christian army—at that time
and under these circumstances he would have been dishonoured as a Soldier
of the Cross, Highly as we estcemed Mr. Gordon—much as we hoped from
his zeal, his earnestness and his diligence—and muck as we would bhave done
to have retained his labours on the Mission field, we would not afier all that
has happened have had him purchase his safety by leaving his post in such a
manner. The good Soldier prefers death to dishonour, and the patriot mother
has chosen that her son should make bis last bed on the gory battle-ficld, but
with no stain on his name, ratber than that he should have brought dishonour
upon his country and ais kindred in the hour of trial. Aund we believe that the
heart of the Cburch will decide, nay, that Mr. Gordon’s dearest friends, when
the first outburst of sorrow is past, will respond that it was better, since such
is the Master’s will, to see him faithful unto death, though that death be a
martyr’s, than that, having put his hand to the plough, he should have tarned
back—than that there should have been any fainting in the hour of trial,
“He that findeth his life shall lose it, but he that loseth his life for my sake

-
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ghall find it.” Flo has chasen the latter alternative  Ile did his daty till the
end; he died at kis post, labouring diligently in his Master's work, and we may
well sag, © Blessed is that servant whom his Lord at his coming shall find 0
doing.”  That such, then, should have been the result we must aseribe to tue
will of our Heavenly Father. IZiven so, Father, for so it scemed good in thy
sight !

gWe had intended to have made some general remarks on this event, and the
duty of the Chnrch in present circumstances, But the extent to which our
pages are already occupicd, obliges us to defer for another month, and we have
a hope that by thut tiwme we muay have Mr. Geddie’s report of his visit to
Hrromanga.

il

THE LATE REV. SAMUEL FULTON JOHNSOCN.

{Continued.)

Wuarie Mr, Johnston’smind was in the state described in the letters (uoted
in our Jast, he prepared an appeal to the Church on the subject of Missions
to the heathen, entitled, “ o ery for increased Missionary zeal ” which was
published in the Chréstéan Instructor, and which gave to the Church at large
the first indication of the spirit that animated him.

Partly from want of meaas to attend longer at Princeton, and partly with
a desire to be useful, he before the close of the term, offered his services as a
Colporteur to the Presbyterian Bourd of Publication, In taking this step he
believed also, that the work was oue, which would help to prepare him for
his great work.  For the same reason he chase as his field of labours, the
new territories of Kansas and Nebraska, as he supposed that he would there
coue in contact with human nature in the worss forws, in which it is exhibited
in civilized countries, and that he woull have a sphere of lubour as like that
of a heathen country as he could have ia a Christian land. He thus inti-
mates his resolution to his parents in a letter duted January 18th, 1856.

¢ Lam going to Kansas and Nebraska as a sort of Misaionary and Colporteur
belure leng. 1 could have obtained 2 field of labour here, but I preterred to go
there for various reasons, one of which is that the work will be more preparatory
fur the duties to which 1 am looking forward. Tihe Board has placed great
coufidence in me, and given me 2 situation of much responsibility, ulso one that
aff;rds me many opportunities of doing gool. I know not what is before me;
all is veiled 1n mystery.  But I go trusting in him who knows the end {rom the
beginning, and who has all things under his control.  He has ever been the
breaker up of my way, and I trust that he will guide me still.  Now there is one
thing that [ must say to you all, give yourselves no trouble respecting my safety.
If Lam in the way of my duty (which I trast Lam) [shali be just ag safe, as
if 1 were i the family circle which surrounds the home hearch, * ¥ 1 sup-
pose that you will be anxious to know how long I shall remain there. I cuvnot
tell you how long. The future is all a sceret. It will depend upon what are
the iadications of the will of Providence. 1 shall be very loth to leave until I
have succeeded in establishing « system of colportage 1u these territories.’’

To understand the nature of the work in which he was engaging, and the
dangers to which he alludes, our readers must remember not only that he was
going forth as a pioneer in these new territories, but that that winter was the
very time of the troubles in Kansas. The great trouble between Free State
men, and the advocates of slavery, which resulted in so many scenes of vio-
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lence and bloodshed, had commenced, and it required no small ameunt of
faith and courage in one, all whose sympathics were on behylt of freedom,
to undertake such a mission.

The Board reposed every confidence in him.  They gave him a full supply
of books and tracts, paid bis expenges, and left all the vest to his own judg-
ment. They allowed lim either to go to Kansas or Nebraska as he saw fit,
and to Jabour in whatever part of either he might choose.  “ When I asked
them for advice™ he says, “they just said that it was a new country, and
they knew little about it, and would just trust to mx own judgment and
prudence, and that I woeuld require better counsel and guidance than they
can give.”

ng;th this commission he left Philadelphia on the 24th of Fanvary, and
reached St. Louis on the morning of the 27th,  And if he expected to ses
wickedness at the West, he was not disappeinted. 'The scenes at the hotel in
St. Louis on the Subbath, after his arrival, gave him an idea of the state of
gociety he was to meet ont there.

¢ Just to witness”” he says, ** the scenes of wrickedness in the publie rooms of
this hotel in which L am, is horrifying.  As T look upon the godless persons who
are desecrating she holy Sabbath, I wonder if they have ever heard that there is
a Sabbath.  l'have not heard a single individual mention that it is the Subluth,
and one seeing them would suppose that they had never heard that there was suely
a day‘” » * W * » » » -

#YWe who have been brought up fronr our earliest infancy in what I now
call, a most religious and God-fearing courtry, are truly ignorant of the na-
ture of man, and the state of society in many parts of the world.  Would
that the Church were as active in promoting the eause of her master as the
friends of Satan are in ebtaining their own selfish ends.”

The supply of books however did not reach St. Louis as soon as he expect-
ed, so that after spending two or three weeks in that city, he undertook a
short tour into Xllinois, to obtain subscribers for a Presbyterian newspaper,
and to sell some books. It was in consequence the beginning of March
before bie was ready to leave £t. Louis. He then proceeded up the river
Kansas, resolving according to the advice that he had received, to make
Leavenworth city, the starting point of his operations.  On the passage up
the river, he witnessed some of those scenes which have given Kansas so
prominent a position im the “irrepressible confliet” now going on between
slavery and freedom. But we must give his own account of these events,

«¢ An incident occurred this morning. {date nok given, bud about the &th of
March), which occasioned much excitement. Bt was aseertained shat a number
of ¢ Sharp’s Rifles ”* were on hoard the Arabie. 'Phe passengers immediately
organized themselves into a legislative body, and appointed a committee of five to
search the bont. This they did, and discovered one hundred rifles and three
cannons. They then procecded to make laws suited to the emergency, and ap-
pointed officers to carry them into execation. The property was to be destroyed
or deposited at a military fort, and the wan who had the rifles in charge, to be
disembarked at firs! landing. The captam refuses.  They revise their laws so
as to meet this new emergency, and so the man {(Hoyt) is allowed to remain ow
hoard, but subjected to continaous threats of tar and feathers—the rope—a bath
1n the river, &. What will be the result of this I do not now know. I com-
menced to remonstrate @ listle, very moderately and kindly, against sueh unlaw-
ful proceedings ; but one ol the leaders very soon ordered me to stop, or I would
get a plunge in the river. Isay littic more, but my blood boils with indiguation
at such proceedings.”

¢ Rerrections.—Did my friends know where Fulton is, how uneasy they
would be respecting my satety. How kind the Providence, that we do not know
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what i8 not present with us. * *  This great Western country is to o fea-ful
extent under the control of mere excitemens and moh law—the rling fséntiment
being self, and whatever opposes this, they repel with most bitter and walignant
violence. They will not Iisten to reason —cannot brook eppesition. It is we
who say it, Ilence it must lie vo, and no person should or will be allowed to dis-
pute 1t.  Such 1s the condition of the Slave States and the Far West.  This con-
dition of the country avises [rom the manner, in which the West has been set-
tled, and the prerogutive, which the institution of sluvery gives over a certain
jportion of its population.”’

*¢ 10th, Sabbath.—This merning arrived 2t Lexington. Ilere tho mob seized
<ho rifles and took them on shore.  When the steamer arrived, there was o crowd
of desperadoes on shore veady to do any aots of persoral violerce to the owner,
as well as his property, swhich their wicked hearts might suggest, and they stould
he permitted to do.  But through the influeace of some ol the more respestable
{of the party) they were prevented from injuring hin.

¢ The whole scene was one of cursing, swenring andawful threats of vengeance
on their supposed foes. The Arahia was so full of these characters, that I
<ould searcely erowd my way through them. When they got the rifles on shove,
there was as great rejoicing as when the ark arrived dn the camp of the Hebrews.
Their shouts of joy were full of oaths and profunity. Mo Mova Scotiun could
ever suppose thas it was the Sabbath.  On board the Arabia all day, the only
evidence of its existence or respect shown te it, was 2 ceseation of card playing,
to which they had faithfully devoted themselves previously.

¢+ At 10 o'clock, A. M., the pro-slavery party had a most fiendich row among
thewselves. A prominent individual, on acecunt of his mederation and want of
wild tanaticisia, was by them suspected of insineerity to their cause.  ‘The greas
Congress of legislators organized, and proceeded lo take his conduct into consid-
eration.  Tho result was a real Aellish fight hetween him and another prominent
legislator, which nearly ended fatally. ‘fhe next act of Congress was a vote of
want of confidence in Mr. B. nud exelusion from their party. = The next act was
o put him off the boat, but the eaptain interfered and Congress adjourned.

© At 12 o’clock, Congress was again called to order by the veserable President.
Tt apneared that in the meantime u reconcilintion had heen effected hetween the
cnemies.  Act first was repealed, and a vote of confidence passed, and 15. restored
to his former position. Congress adjourned again.

‘¢ Then came crinking, &e.  Great joy was escited by the reconciliation of such
prominent men, which also appeared to eause o cloud of oblivion to pass uver all
their proslavery feelings, and the rifle man was called to drink with the head
znan of Congress, and those af his party who were known were also treated.
Monstreus pledges of friendship and faiv dealing were made by pro-slavery men to
E'ree State mea.  Thus ended this horrible scene.” * * *

t¢ As to the character of the pra-slavery men, they are generally almost without
exception, 8o far a8 I saw, drinkers, swearers, governed by the impulse of the
moment—have little deep felt regard for the law—go for mob luw, and have
Iittle real intelligenee, & * * ¥ * *

¢ T have taken more lengthy notes on this rifie mab. because it is just a sample
of what is constantly to be wet with in this West. It will give a gaod idea of
the manner in which this country is governed, and also of its inhabitants.”

‘ 1lth.—Arrived early in the morning at Kansas city. a rew but rapidly pro-
gresave town. At 5 o'cleck. P. M., reached Luavenworth city, a town growing
as it were hy magic At 6 o clock arrived at Fort Lanvenworth, and av 7 o’clock
reached Weston.” Weland. Long have [ looked for this desired haven. Cabs,
omnituses, &e., are 2t hand, and their drivers come bustling around anxiously
soiiciting employment. The lLittle Rova Seotian is unnoticed amorg the crowd.
1 seramble into an omnibus, and and driven to « hotel in the town. It is full of
travelers and loafers, plenty of whom we afwaye find in a slave town. 'L'he news
of the eapture of the rifles, has produced quite a sensation.  All seem engaged
in cursing free State men, and speak of shooting them just as they would part-
ridges. I pass up and down among them, listening to what is said, but say
othing.  Prospeete look durk and gloomy.  Still 1'con say that I do not fear
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these men. 1 fecl that there is a power above, which can control al} their acts,
and on that power I rely for proteetion.”

On the same evening he writes to his parents as follows:

¢« T arrived bere tlns evening after a prosperons voyage of siven days from St.
Louis. As 10 the scenes on the passage, and the political agitation here, 1 dare
not write any thing, as this letter may be opened ereit gets many miles (rom this.
But farther I did not come here to take purt in these matters. I came fora f.r
nobler purpose, and one which derounds all my time and talents. Tt was said
that it was not safe to eome ount here, but I have never felt and do not nowr feel
any fear, Ican cheerfully and smilingly extend the hand of friendship to every
dividual T meet. T feel just as safe here as I did under your roof. = When k&
came here a feeling of friendship, which us 1 never before had toward strangers,
unconscionsly came over me.  When I landed at Leavenworth, there were great
numbers around, and many came on board, as it was the first steamer shat came
up the river this spring. I just weat up to them and accosted them, as if they
had been old friends. Almost the first man to whom I extended my hand, regeiv-
ed it ag if I had .been an old acquaintance, saFing *¢ this is a gentlemn., who al-
ways carries his certificate with him.””  All appeared to receive me as if T had
been an old acquaintanee.  In this place though I have heen in bat a few hours,
I have found friends, and I am now 1 a room, with a single companion. ¥ ex-
pect to go to work to-morrow. 1 write to you this evening in haste, as 1 do not
expeet to have much time hereafter.”

Onu the following day he mukes the following entry:

¢ 12th.—1 to-day engage in my work. My time is now so much occupied with
my business, that 1 shall have to Jeave off my notes of my travels.”

We regret that he has left no recovd of his labours in this interesting
field. But we know that as long as he was able he luboured hard in his work
—aud that he was the means of extensively scattering the seeds of divine
truth over that country. We know alse that he eadured privations, such as
are rarely endured in civilized countries. We kpow alto that he possed
through dauger of ne ordinary kind,  Ofttimes, as he afterwards declared, he
was in situations, wheve the utterance of a single asti-slavery sentiment
would have been suflicient to ensure his being tarred and feathered, if not
Lkilled. ‘The following entry, on his retarn to Kansas eity, will give some
idea of the scenes through which he passed.

¢ May 2st.—Arrived at Kansag city again,  Many are the miles whieh I have
travelled over this country—many the strange faces I have seen—the conversa-
tions held and admonitions given—numerous the dangers through which 1 have
heen preserved.  'The toils, trials, difficoltics so endnrea have been innumerable.
Were it now snid to me you shall go through these again, I would sink before
the task. No, I could 1ot again undertake tie same. My [riends at home shall
never, no, never know the one-half of thesc dangers, trials, &e.  Sleeping in the
open air at mghts among Indians, plunging through nvers, &c.,—slecping in
miserable cabing, in dampness, &e.,—among the pro-slavery rabble, armed (as the
saying is) to the teeth, destroying, plundering, &e.”

With such privations we need not wonder that he was sooa prostrated by a
severe attack of jever and ague, so that ke was under the pecessity of aban-
doning the work. He afterwmds described himself as being so entirely
prostrated, that he was only able to retain hold of the onc idea, that it was
his duty to go North; and accordingly having while able. according to the
Board’s directions, taken measures to secure the continunance of the work in
the bands of others, he bade farewell to Kunsas.  His departure he notices
iu the following tevms:

¢ May 23d.—At 2 o'clock, P. M., cmberked on board the ¢ Star of the West,”
from Kansas City for St. Lonis. Kansas is now fading from my view for ever—a
Inud peculiarly interesting to me on account of the time I have gpent in it, and the
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work in which I was engaged while in it.  But I cannot describe my feelings on
sccount of my mental and physical debility. Having for several days been some-
what exeited—exposed to mtense heat, unable to obtain my accustomed sleep—
and in 4 word exposed night and day, 1 became subject to screre headuche, and a
corgplete prostration of both mental and phystcal system, i. e., an attuck of fever
and ague.

« il only add. many are the pages of divine instructien which I bave scat-
tered aver this new country.  Muy (Qod grant his blessing to aceompany them.
May they bear fruit when I am fur distant. Such hes been and will be 1wy
prayer.”’

The following from the few notes ke was able to record during his sick-
ness, will show the misersble conditicn to which he was reduced :

¢ May 24th.—My situation is trnly miscrable in continual excitement on
account of the character of the passengers, and the subjects of conversution—
which are the burning of Lawrence, the inteatizn of the South to defend the in-
stitution of slavery, and to suppress all oppotition to it, &e. My head almost
'burstin;él with the fever, these exciting controversies were like hot irons piercing
my head.

e 26th.~I feel seme improvemert in heaith. At 12 noon acvived in St. Louis.
Seems like getting home. Buring my stay - :re X could do hut littie, and it is
a pain to me to write.

¢t 28th.-—Rose at half past five A. M. So weak that { fuinted once while dress-
ing myself. ‘Thereis no one to administer to my wants. T sometimes feel that
if I had a friend to sympathize with e, it would Le a comfort—even if it were
but to lay the aflectionate hand of sympathy on my burning brow. Bat such
friends are for off. Bat God sees and compassionates me, and why should 1 com-
plain. At 7 o'clock, A. M., left St. Louis fer bome. Whether L reach home or
not 18 little concern to me now. Favewell to this city mn which I have spent so
many wearisome hours. May God keep me under the shade of his wings, and
from ail hurm, and bring me safely to my futher’s house.”

A few weeks after he reached his father’s kouse somewhat recruited, but so
much altered in appearance, thut sowe of his most intimate fricnds did not
recoguize him.  For a few months afier the heats an-1 chills of the fever lin-
gered about him, but by rest among lis friends and the invigorating air of
Nova Scotis, he entirely recovered his health, so that on the following sum-
mer, be was in as geod health as he had ever been.

On his return home he was received by the Iforeign Mission Board of the
Presbyterian Church of Nova Seotia, as a candidate for the foreign field, and
arged to prosecute his studies with all diligeuce. e accordingly attended
the hall of that Church the following autumn, and the Free Church College
in Ialitar during the succeeding winter, where he describes the Professors as
very attentive to him, and showing kim all that respeet and kindness he could
wish.  While in Halifax he also employed his time in attending to such me-
chanical arts, as weze likely to prove useful to him in the Mission field. Ia
particular, he acquired the art of printing in the office of the Presbyteriar
{Vitness, and printed a small pamphlet on Missicns as a specimen of his skill.
e also availed himself of such opportunities as were within his reach of
acquiring medical knowiedge.

The following winter (1858) he spent in Philadelphia, attending the med-
ical classes there. Of his employment there, he thus writes to his pareuts on
the 15th of January.

t¢ It is now eome time sinee [ have written to you, my time and attertion being
€0 much ceenpied with my various studies, My health is good, and I continue to
prosecute my 8 udies with much pleasure, and I trust with not a swail degree of
suceess and profit. T consider the opportunitics for stady and inetruction, which
I enjoy this winter, as emong the most valuable privileges which 1 have hitherto
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enjoyed. Moy Tbhe enabled to improve them wisely, and also to exercise due
gratitude to the giver.”

The impression he produced on others, may be learned from a notice of him
which appeared in the Philadelphia Christian Instructor, in which the editor
says

¢ While preparing for his great work among the Ileathen, he spent one winter
in this city attending a course of mudical lectures, and seldon bave we been
permitted 10 forin the acquaintance of a more amisble, devoted and zenlous spiris.
May his mantle fall upon many.”

We may remark that wherever he weut abroad, similar impressions were
produced.

During the following season he was duly licensed by the Presbytery of
Truro to preach the everlasting gospel.  Fer various reusous it was deemed
advisuble that he should spend a few months in Home Missionary labour.
Accordingly the antumn of 1838 and the winter of 2839 were spent in preach-
ing in the vacant congregations and mission stadions of the Church. In this
work he showed himself a workman that needed not to be ashamed. e had
not beep many weeks engaged i the work until he made decp impression both
by his public preaching and private ministrations. In more than one place
which he visited he was the weans of producing a decided awakening in the
community to the subject of religion. In one letter, afterstating that Subbath
and week-day serviees conducted by him were attended by numeross and deeply
attentive audiences and that an interest in refigion scemed to be rapidly on
the ircrease, he says, « The people themselves thought it a litile revival,” and'
adds, « All, old and young, are anxicusly entreating e to remain with them.
I sometimes wonder what is the cause of this. At times I fear it is the Devil
tewpting me.” We know of similar cffects having been produced in other
places. And the remarks commonly made were that the impression ha pro-
duced was not owing to any remarkable talent displayed in his discourses. bug
in the intense earnestness of his appeals, and from his soul-absorbing devoted-
ness to his work.

While thus, however, labouring diligently in the Home field his heart was
among the Ileathen. In spring the Board of Foreign Missions resolved. that
with the concurrence of Synod he should be sewt forth on the following au-
temn.  The Synod having approved of this determination he was accordingly
ordained at Stewiacke as a Missionury to the Feathen on the 17th August.
‘The event excited deep interest throughont that neighborhood, and in the midsg
of Hay Harvest the large Church at Upper Stewiacke was densely crowded,
some having come a distance of forty miles to witness the services. The Rev.
Dr. Smith preached from Psalm ii. 6, and offered up the ordination prayer,
the Rev. B. Ress gave the charge to the young missionary, and the Rev. Johe
I Baxter addressed the audience.

We had hoped to have concluded this notice in our present No , but the re-
cent distressing tidings from the South Seas bave rendered it necessary for us
to postpone the conclusion tifl our next No.
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EDUCATIONAL.

The Session of the College at Truro was opened on the 9th of October,
After a brief and upproprmte prayer by the Rev. James Bayne of Yrince
Street Church, Pictou, the Introductory Lecture was delivered by the Rev.
Professor Lyall.  IHaving given a classification of mental phenomena the
learned Lecturer showed that the science of mind underlies all the other sci-
ences. 'This view he proved and illustrated by a reference to the several
branches of education taught in the Institution and in this way exhibited to
the audience an outline of the curriculum of study. The Lecture exhibited
througbout, much profound thought and several original and peculiar views.
Many passages were exceedingly chaste and beautiful—in the Professor’s
happiest style. The number of Students is now about forty, and a few
additions are still expected.  Professors and Students seem to enter with
good heart on the winter's campaign in the ficlds of learning.

The session of the Theological Hall, Halifax, i3 to be inaugurated on
Monday evening, the 4th of November.  Professor MeKnight is to lecture
on the oceasion in Poplar Grove Church. We are not able, of course, to
say how many students will be in attendance, but we think that the classes
will be at least equal to those of last year. The Church has every prospect
now of a fair supply of talented and well educated young men to occupy her
pulpits wnd to carry the glad tidings of salvation to every coruer of the Prov-
inces. The ﬁnner of the ITead of the Church may be marked in the fact
that as the ~uppl) is increasing, the demand also increases. Indeed we may

safely affirm that never iu the history of these Provinces were the services of
l’resb)tenan ministers more eagerly sought after or more generally accept-
able.  Let the Church thank God for the Colleges, and rally cordially to
their support. Our prosperity as a Church must depend mainly on the man-
ner in which we support the Colleges and the Ioxe Missiox,  The bene-
fits which our Educational and Ifome Missionary schemes have already con-
ferred on these Provinces are but an eainest of what may yet, by the blessing
of God, be accomplished, Let us therefore remember these schemes constant-
1y in our prayers and in our thank-offerings.

IS0
HOME MISSIONS.

Two probatiorers—Messrs. Faleoner and Frame~-have been added to the
list of the Synod’s ITome Missionaries.

At a meeting of the Board on the evening of the 2::h ult., the following
appointments w ore made :—

Ministers.—Rev. J. Waddell, to remain for a short time in the Presby-
tery of Truro, and then be transferred to the Presbytery of Halifax. Rev.
H. D.Steele to remain in the mean time in the Presbytery of Halifax. Rev.
W. 5. Darragh, to the Presbytery of Pictcu for November and December.

Prolationsrs.—Mr. D. McKinuon to remain for a short time in the Pres-
bytery of IHalifax, and then be transferred to the Presbytery of Truro, MMr.,
D. 8. Gordon, to the Presbytery of Halifux for three montbs  Mr. Adam
BIcKay to the Presbytery of Cape Breton for two months. Mr. A, Faleon-
er to the Presbytery of Pictou for November, and two Sabbaths of Decem-
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ber—to be then transferred to the Presbytery of Prince Edward Island for
the winter, Mr. W, Frame, to the Presbytery of Prince Edward Island for
November, and two Sabbaths of December.

Messrs. D. McMillan and J. Morton are left in the Presbytery of Halifax,
both being under trials for ordination. Mr. Allan McLean also to remain in
the mean time, in tho Presbytery of Prince Edward Island.

The Iomo Mission operations of our Synod have reached a degreo of ex-
pansion which necessitates considerable expenditure.  The work, though ar-
duous, is urgently required, and offers high promise of success. Those must
be fed who in remote settlements hunger for the bread of life. And the glad
tidings of redemption must be carried to those who are perishing for Jack of
knowledge. Can we permit this blessed and glorious enterprise to be arrested,
and brought to a stand ?  Yet such must be the issue, to a large extent, if the
treasury be not duly replenished, from time to time, by the liberal contribu-
tions of our people, all over the Chureh. A MK

A caden A
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FOREIGN MISSIONS.

DISIRESSING INTELLIGENCE FROM ERROMANGA-—MARTYRDOM OF
MR. AND MRS. GORDON.

We presume that all our readers have already heard of the sad tidings, which
during the past month have reached us from our Mission in the South Seas. We
give below all the particulars that have come to hand. It will be seen that Mr.
McFarlane's letter very slightly differs as to some of the particulars of the sad
event from the other letter, but from his having received them absecond hand
from & vessel, while the writer of the other letter was on the spos, the latter is
likely to be the most correct. From M:. Geddie’s letter it will appear that ano-
ther cause, beside Mr. Gordon’s boldness in denouncing the judgments of God,
has been assigned for the deed ; and our opinion is that in all probability both
will be found to have had an influence. The Church will await anxiously Mr.
Geddie’s report of the state of things on Erromanga.

MURDER OF A MISSIONARY AND HIS WIFE AT ERROMANGA.
To the Editor of the Sydney Morning Herald :—

Sir,—¥ould you kindly permit me, through your columns, to communicate

the very distressing intellizence received by me to-day, of the barbarous double

_murder, by the natives of Erromanga, of the Rev. G. N. and Mrs. Gordon of the
Nova Scotran Mission.

‘The letters accompanying this will afford full information concerning this most
painful event.

One of the letters is from the Rev. L. M‘Farlane, of Lifu, an agen$ of the Lon-
don Missionary Soclety. The other ig from a gentleman, whose name I withhold
at his own request, but whose testimony may be fully relied upon.

. Yours respectfully, WiLniay CuTHBERTSON.

19 Stanley Street, July 22.

: Erroyaxca, 7th June 1861.
Rev. TWm. Cuthbertson,—Rev, Sir,—It i8 with feclings of deep melancholy that
I now have to communicate to you the distressing intelligence of the massacre by
the natives here of our worthy missionary and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon.
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This mournful event took place on the 20th ultimo, about one o’clock in the
afternoon, and I proceed to detail to you the circumstances connected with it,

On the afternoon of the twentieth { was in the act of writing a note to Mr.
Gordon, when I was startled by a native (David-uti), followed by others of the
Mission hoys, rushing reross the river and shouting that the Bunkhill natives had
killed the ¢ Mis#i.”” "I immediately armed myself, and the few foreign natives
whom [ have, eud started in pursuit of the murderers, but unsuccessfully. I
found tho hodics of Mr. and Mrs, Gordon lying on the ground horribly mangled,
and [ saw at a glarce that anything in the shape of surgical assistance was out of
the question, as, from the nature of the wounds, death must have been instanta-
aeous, I went and locked up the mission-house, and set o guard of ten natives,
well armed, to defend the property. I then went andselected aspot for the grave :
it is situated on the right bank of the river, near the spot where Williams wag
killed, and overshadowed by coconnut and hanana trees. In the morning I made
two coflins, 1 which the bodies were placed, and at two o’clock we carried them
to the burying place. There, at my request, 2 native named ¢ Mana,” who had
been for some time at the Samnan Iusticution, and who acted as a teacher under
Mr. Gordon, conducted the services. A hymn having beon sung, he gave an ad-
dress, which, to judge from the cffccts visibly produced, must have been deeply
felt; and a prayer having been offered up to Almighty God, the hodies were con-
sigued to the earth. It was deeply interesting for me to witness the emotion ex-
hibited by « native standing next to we, who seemod to be utterly overcome by
grief ; yet this very man, in 1839, murdered another of God’s labourcrs, John
Williams  The tears and lamentations of all present at the interment it was
painful to witness.

From the accounts which T have gathered from the natives you may rely on the
<correctness of the fullgwing deseription of the murderous attack.

About noon of the 20th, a party of nine Bunkhill natives, of whom the chief
Lova was the leader, called at the mission-house, and inquired for Mr. Gordon.
They were informed that he was working alittle further down the hill, at a house
which he was building as a winter residence. They went towards the place, bus
in passing through a grove near the house, eight of the men concealed themselves,
while the ninth, named Naru-bu-leet, went further down to inveigle Mr. Gordon
into the trap thus laid for his destruction. Mr. Gorden had, unfortunately, sent
all the boys away to gather grass for the roof of the new house, and was unattend-
ed, when Naru-bu-leet walked up to him, and asked for some calico for himself
and the others of his party, who, he said, were waiting at the mission house.  Mr.
Gordon took up a piece of hoard, and wrote on it with a piece of charcoal, ¢ Give
these men a yard of cotton eachh.’’ This he gave to the savage, and told hin to
take it to Mrs. Gordon, who would give him what he wanted. This, however, would
not have suited the intentions of Naru-bu-leet. He told the missionary that Lova
wished particularly to see him, and to get some medicine for a sick man, and that
he had, therefore, better go up to his own house. Mr. Gordon, pointing to a
plate containing some food which Mvs. Gordon had sent him, said, +¢ 1 have no
yet caten, but never mind, I ean do soas well at the house.””  And wrapping up
the plate in his handkerchief he started up the hill, followed by the native.  On
arriving at the amhush Naru-bu-leet huried his tomahawk in dMr. Gordon’s spine.
He imwediately fell, uttering 2 loud cry. Naru-bu-leet gave him another stroke
on the right side of the neck, which almost severed the head from the body ; and
tho others, rushing from their concealment, quickly cut their poor victim to
pieces. While this tragedy was being enacted, another native, whose name was
** Quben,” ran towards the mission house, and Mrs. Gordon, who had been
alarmed by the fiendish yells and laughter of the savages, had run out, and was
standing near an out-house. She asked Ouben what all that noise was about ?
He laughed, and said, ¢ Nothing ; it isonly the boys amusing themselves.”  She
said, ** Where are the boys?’ and turned round. Ouben then wth the toma-
hawk, which he carried concealed behind his back, struck her a blow below the
shoulder-blade : and, on her falling on a heap of grass, he nearly cut the head off,
and otherwise matilated her in various parts of the body. Such was the fate of
two of God’s most zealous servents. It is now four years since Mr. Gordon and
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his wife arrived here—viz., sinco 1ith June, 1857—and during this time they
have Inboured hard among tho rudo and ferocious Erromangans with little appa-
reot suceess,  Privations of the most distressing kind have been cheerfully and un-
complainingly borne, and the wany attempts made against their lives, althouph
hitherto unsaceesstul, have rendcted their residence here continually full of anx-
iety and alarm.

The cause of the murder, I am informed, and from my own esperience I am
certain to be the case, is as follows :—Several months ago the measles, which had
previously raged in Syduey, made its appearance in New Caledoma, and there,
notwithstanding the cxertions of the Governor and the other officinls, it rapidly
made yrogress, and a serious mortality was the result.  The infection was thence
carried by the various trading vessels calling there to all the surrounding islands,
and fearful were the ravages of the distemper among the natives. At Lefou,
Mare, Anciteum, Tana, Sandwich, Espirito Sauto, and Erromanga, thousands
and thousands died—in fact some of these places have been nearly depopulated.
Strange to say, a similar discase has never before made its appearance among the
natives, and they at once attributed it to their counection with the white men,
and called it ¢ the white man’s curse.’”  The consequencs of this idea, especially
among the more savage tribes, was naturally a bitter hostility against foreigners,
and, singularly enough, against the only class who had had nothing to do with
tho introduction of the disease, but, on the contrary, who had tried all means in
their power to avert the calamity—1 mean the missionaries. At Aneiteum, where
the mortelity was dreadful, tho natives repeatedly threatened to take the life of
Mr. and Mrs. Geddie, and they burnt down the two handsome churches there.
At Tana matters were equally bad ; repeated attacks were made on Mr. Paton
and his property ; and I myself, on one occasion, heard Miaky, the chiet at Port
Resolution, threaten to take his life if he would not go away in the vessel which
brought me there. Ile refused to go, and hitherto his 1if® has been gpared, bat
I muceh fear that unless he has left before the tidings of the Erromangan massa-
cre reaches Tana, he will also fall a victim. 1lere, however, the umlad'y being so
virulent as to threaten the extermination of the nutives, and their characters be-~
ing so savagely ferocious, the greatest animosity existed toward the whites ; and
notwithstanding that Mr. Gordon went daily [rom morning to night amongst the
people, administering mediciue, and endeavouring to alleviate as far as luy in his
power their misery, he became the object of their extremne batred.  Nuivan, a
chief, having been prostrated by the discase, when almost dying, sent for Mr.
Gordou, who gave him some medicine. Nuivan died next day ; the tribe suid
that the missionary had poisoned him, and 1t was resolved to kill all the whites.
A plan was laid, and so ingeniously artful was the scheme that had it not been
divulged by o friendly native, about ten minutes hefore the time appointed for
its execution, we would almost certainly bave all perished. Of course, when tho
party came to carry their intentions into effect we were prepared, and they wene
off disappointed. To add to their feclings of enmity towards Mr. Gordon, there
was yet ancther reason, and to illustrate this 1 copy the following entry in his
diary. Speaking of this singular disease, which is strange and alarming to all,
he writes: +¢ 1t was preceeded by nearly an universal opposition to the Gospel,
and much raurder ana idolatry. I felt sure that God would visit them in judg-
ment, and warned them most solemnly but a few days before they were attacked.
The chiefs, who maintain that, to give up their idols is the cessation of their
rule, can hardly now persuade their people that this is not the finger of Jehovah.™
¢t 1 warned them to flee from the wrath to come, but they took not warning till
too late.”” From the disease following close on these warnings, the natives be-
lieved that the missionary had prayed to God to send it on them ; und this belief
readily accorded with the fixed ideas of watcheraft which obwin universally in
this island. About two wonths ago he writes :—¢¢ It scems that I was nearly
%‘._xot about two Sabbaths ago, near Bunkhill, as I weas getting on my horse.
Some circumstance prevented—perhaps the torrents of rain which fell, while I
was engaged as Paul and Silas by the Macedonian river side. It is almost im-
possible for a missionary to fall into greater perils among such a people, for their
belief 1n witcheraft is universal, and they seem to look upon me as their destroy~
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er.”  About a fortnight before his denth he preached at Bunkhill, rebuking his
hearers sharply for their idolatry and wickednees. This offended the tribe ; they
resolved on his murder ; and how well they succeeded in their devilish designs
the event has shown. . . .

Amidst the gloom and grief which the tidings of this dreadful event will ocea-
sion to the relatives and friends of theee martyrs, and indeed to all Christians who
are interested in the cause of missions, it must be cheering to know that in all
their troubles and anxicties Mr. Gordon and his wife stend{astly resn:d their trust
on the Rock of Agee, nnd at all tunes they submissively bent to 1is will.  The
Inst words in Mr. Gordon’s diary are —¢¢ Thanks be to God for the measure of
fiith granted to us in these troublesome and perilous times.’” ¢ Bless the Lord,
oh, my goul ! who redecmeth tly life from destruction.’”  Unweariedly they la-
boured in the cause of Christ, and now they bave been called npon to receive the
crown of martyrdom, and to enjoy in Ilis presence the fullncss of reward.

We were highly delighted yesterday by a visit f-om Bishop Patteson, of New
Zealand.  All'the mission boys wert at the sight of him, as they recalled his last
visit here to their remembrance. We crossed over to the grave, which has heen
enclosed by a fenee by the boys. The Bishop read, with much fervour and feeling,
the beautiful service of the English Church over the tomb, and immediately after-
wards procceded on his voyage to the Northern lslands.

e informed me that the John Williams might be expected here daily, and I
shall put Mr. Gordon's property on board of her.

I have written you a Jong letter, bat I am afraid it is rather unconneeted and
diffuse, as I have heen so often interrupted, and I have been much hurried when
writing it, so please excuse faults.—3With sentiments of the decpest respeet, I re-
main, Rev. Sir, your very obedient servant. X

Wine Bay, Lirc, June 17, 1861.

Iev. and Dear Sir,—T1 herewith send you a few letters, whieh I beg you wi}
forward to thuir respective destinations. A veseel has just called here, direet
from Erromanga, on her way to New Caledonia. and T hasten to send you a note
by her. She has confirmed the painful intelligence broupht here about a week
20 by another vessel, viz., the murder of the Rev. Mr. Gorc.lo.n and Lis devoted
wile.  Alus! they are fallen by the hands of o crucl, superstitious people.  Their
work is done : they are now receiving their reward. 'l‘}Vo wore names are added
to the long noble list of martyrs. The purticulars of the case are these :—In
consequence of the meusles. which have been raging among these islands, and
followed by a fearful mortality, the natives of Erromanga determined to kill all
the white people on that istand, looking upon them as the cause of the disease,
not drawing any distinetion between the trader who took the sickness and the
missiorary who was using every cffort to subdue it. It appears that Mr. Gordon
wag fully aware that the natives intended taking his life, but evidently thought
10 a little time that they would change their purpose.  He, like a brave, faith-
ful soldier, stuck to his post, undoubtedly feeling that there was no place of
greater security than upon the ¢ Rock of ages,” and that ile who. by a word of
his mouth, instantly turned the mighty, raging, restlesss sea into a perfect ecalm
could as easily quell the turbulent passions of a savage people.  But God's ways
are not as sur ways. Ilesaw fit to tuke them home, and now the four martyrs
of Firromanga (Williams, Harris, Mr. and Mrs. Gordon) have received their
crowns, and occupy their places near the throne of God, in the nightless land of
¢ Beulah.”

It was one morning, ahout three weeks ago, while Mr. Gordon was busily en-
gaged erccting a printing office—the few natives who are nominal Christians being
away to get grass to thatch the roof—that a party of heathens went to him and
asked him to o and sce some naiives who were sick. Mr. G. said he was Jjust
going to bave hreakfast, and offered them medieine ; they, however, urged him to
go and see the parties, in order to ascertain the real character of the disease. He
at once consented, and was going to his house to get soms medicine, with one na-
tive before and another behind him. When they got near some bush, the intter
struck Mr. G. with his tomahawk on the back, upon which My, G. fell. Then &
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number of natives rushed out from the bush, and with their hatchots despatehed
him. [lis arm was broken in three places while in the act of defending himself,
and his head and neck were cut fearfully. After Mr, Gordon fell, four of the na-
tives mstantly ran off to Mrs. G., who came to the door and asked what the noise
was she heard. The men replied, ¢ Oh, ’tis only some natives laughing.”* She
turned round to go into the house, and was treated in a similar way to her hus-
band. There happened to be but one Englishman on the island ot time, who re-
sided about a mile and hall from Mr. Gordon’s house. Ile, upon hearing what
had taken place, armed himself, and went to the fatal spot and rescued the bodies
of Mr. and Mrs. G., and wos just in time to save their house, which had been set
on fire by the natives. Our lamented and much loved friends and late fellow la-
bourers are huried on the spot where Harrs fell and was murdered by this cruel
people.  Oh! that the light of the glorious gospel of love and peace may shine on
dark, dark Erromanga  Iour have fullen martyrs to the trath on that 1eland,
and little or no fruit as yet. “Iis one of Satan’s strongholds, nor will he let it
go withcut & desperate struggle. Shall we rawse the siege? God forbid, even
should it cost forty lives to plant the gospel standard on Erromanga. What is
that compared with the good that would fullow? Are there not to be found a
sufficient number of young men, with a little knowledge in their heads and their
hearts fu'l of love to Christ and perishing souls, who are willing to give their
lives 10 Jesus, in order to rescue multitudes from Satan? Four hundred lives
would not be considered much in the taking of a city ; here is an island under
the bondage of tho worst of tyrants; wherever you turn your eyes there is
darkness, idolatry, and blood, yet in the siege we have, as our leader,
the ¢ King of Kings”? We need not fear the result—a few lives may be
Jost, or rather, a few martyr's crowns may be gained,—ultimately it must be
added to the conquests of Christ : error and superstition ean never stand before
the truth as it 18 in Jesus.  Who will come to take the place ot the two who
have fallen? Oh'! that 2 voice may go furth from the tomb of our friends, and
arouse the Christizn world from its slumber and worldliness to energy and devo-
tedness.  May this sad news, when it reaches you, pass over the churches of the
Christian world like a blazing comet, that the whole Chureh of God may burst
forth in a mighty flame of love towards these poor, degraded, benighted heathen.
I would say, to the Throne of Grace !—all ye who profess to love the Lord Jesns;
and, let us, like old Jacob of old, determine not to let Jesus go until Ile has
blessed poor Erromanga.

We pray God that the relatives and frierds of Mr. and Mrz. Qordon may be
sustained under this heavy loss.

I remain, my dear Sir, yours most affectionately, S. M‘FARLANE.

Rev. W. Cuthbertson.

THE MASSACRYE AT ERROMANGA.

We are indebted to Mr. Wm. Logan for the following note from the Rev. Dr.
Turner, author of *¢ Nineteen Years in Polynesiu,’’ in relation to the tragic event
reported in Tuesday’s Herald :—

6 Fraxxviy Terrace, Tuesday Evening, Sept. 17, 1861.

My Dear Friend,—1laving been busy with a ¢ proof,”” I had not seen a paper
to-day until your copy of the Glasgow IH-rald came in. It is a most distressing
tale.  TFor the last month I have been dreading the next accounts from Erroman-
ga. I cannot help being fearful, also, of our next news from Tanna. ‘I'bis ae-
count of the Krromanga affair is so circumstantial that there can be no doubt of
its truth. The ¢ boys” referred to are, [ suppose, sowe six or ten lads Mr. Gor-
don bad living with him, partly as servants, and principally for the sake of in~
structing them with a view to their becoming nativeagents. Mana (or Nulial, as
his Erromangan name is,) is a native of Erromanga. e had him for some time
in our institution in Samoa. 1 believe he is a Christian, and consider him the
first true convert of Erromanga. Mr. Gordon has had him employed as a teacher
for sowe time. He (Mana) has had many a remarkable escape. e fled for his
life once te Ancityum, and 1t is a marvel to me how ho has been preserved through
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the trying scenes which must have preceded themassacreof Mr and Mrs. Gordon.

1 have just been glancing at my last letter from Mr. Gordon. You will feel in-
terested in looking atit. ‘Ihatdate-palm of which he speaks as ¢¢ growing finely,"?
marks the spot where the first blow at Ilarris was struck, and, I think, waves
over his own grave, (See the bird’s-eye view, at p. 486, of ** Nineteen Years.’")
So far as T can judge, that is just where Mr. and Mrs. Gordon are buried, I well
remewmber that day. Ile dug the hole, I think, and I put in the sced, and I left
him another to plant at the spot where he mentions.

Mr. Gordon was in Glasgow, 1 think, between the time of his leaving Nova
Scotia and his sailing from London in the John Williams. 1lis wife wasa Lon-
don lady of the name of Powell. She was a member, I think, of Mr. Davis's, at
Gravel Pit Meeting. They spent some days mn our house at Malua on the way to
their station, and I parted with them both on board the John Williams in Dillon"s
Bay on the afternoon of Monday the 17th October, 1859. 1 think it was on that
visit to Erromanga that the John Williams took the news to Mrs. Gordon of the
death of her mother. I think her father is dead also. I saw a sister of her’s
when I was in London in May last, and there is a brother there also—an artist in
the slate works of Mr, Magnus, at Pimlico. Mr. Gordon’s friends are in Nova
Scotia. Ile was a homo missionary there for some time, and is mentioned, if I
mistake not, in one of the notes from the diary of Hedley Vicars. e wasa nold,
encrgetic, hard working man, and has ere this joined a glovious company of kin-
dred spirits. Mrs. Gordon was a little body, quiet, amiable, intelligent, and pos-
sessing a heart full of love to the heathen.  We have had female martyrs in the
Pacific from our noble band of Samoan and Rarotangan evangelists, but this is
the first Buropean femalo martyr there. God grant that it nay bethe last! But
even over the grave of these devoted servants of God we have something to cheer
us yet for Erromanga. What an affecting scene it must have been as described
by the writer of that letter ; and what a coutrast to the fiendish, savage triumph
which was no doubt witnessed over the bodies of Williams and arris !—FEver af-
fectionately yours, GeorGe T'URNER.

The following i3 the letter from Mr. Gordon reforred to by Dr. Turner :—

Ernouanca, January 3, 1860.

Rev. Dear Brother,—1 have only time to write you a few lines by a vessol just
leaving here for New Culedonia. “The wmost noticeable circumstances here since
you left are :—War among the natives who met you here on the Sabbath; eolli-
sion again of natives here with foreigners, resulting in house burning and the
death of some ; the removal of Mr. and Mrs. Matheson to this island for health,
which they are receiving in a large measure ; arrival of Makea and his wife and
dnughter from Nizua for health, which they are receiving hopefully ; the poison-
ing of our spring for table water since the late disturbances with foreigners ; cheer-
ing prospects of the mission on the east side of this island, where I now purpose
to spend more of my time. Since I parted with you, I have planted the date palm
seed where Mr. Villiams’ body was cut up, and gathered some fraginents of his
supposed hotes from one of the three ovens on which his body was placed, after it
was cut up. The seed which you planted whers Mr. Ilarms was first struck, is
growing finely. After you left us five days, one of the young men who met you
was killed by a ncighbouring chief, and much fighting and mischief have been the
natural results amcog these heathens, in whom Scripture is fulfilled—¢¢ Hateiul
and hating one another.” I am sorry I cannot give you particulars of the work
here.

Mr. Paton is in great peril on Tanoa. May God help him in his trying and
needful hour. We have no late accounts of matters on the Loyalty Islands and
Ancitcum.  Mrs. G. is quite well, and unites in kind regards to yourself and Mrs.
Turner.~Yours very truly, Gro. N. Gorbox.

Rev. Gec. Turner.
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LEITER FROM MR. GEDDIE.

Axerreey, Juse 26, 1861.

Rev. and Dear Sir,—This letter will convey painful mtelligence to you. Our
friends und fellow lahourers Mr. and Mrs. Gordon are no more. They were both
killed by some Iirromangans on the 20th of last month, The news of their death
reached this island about three weeks after the sad event.

The cnly information which I have at present is from some white men and
Frromangans in the sandal wood vessels,  The crael deed was done by 2 pirty of
natives from a place called Bunkill, about seven miles distant from Dillon’s Bay.
They firss killed Mr. Gordon with their hatehets, at a new house where he was at
work, and alterwards went to the dwelling-house, and put poor Mrs. Gordon to
death 1 the same way.  Some natives who lived in the mission premises, ran off
to the Bay, and gave the alarm there. A party went from one of the sandal
wood establisbments, and were soon on the spot.  They found hoth hodies as the
natives had left thew, but lifs was extinct or nearly so. They were brought
down to the Bay and decently buried.  The graves are now enclosed, and all
respect has been shewn to their remains, that relatives and friends conld desire.
The natives did not interfere with the property, and as there wus no person to
look after it, an inventory of the whole was taken by a Mr. slilne, und a part if
not the whoele has heen sent off to our agent in Sydaey.

But what led to so durk, so eruel, and so unexpected o deed?  This iz & ques-
tion which caunot at present be satisfactorily answered. You are aware that the
measles and dysentery have visited Erromanga in common with other islands, and
cut ofl according to Mr. Gordon’s estimate, two-thirds of the population.  Now
the white men say that previous to the breaking out of the sickness, Mr. Gordon
visited the place from whence s murderers came. and told them that if they did
not become Christians, God would visit themn with some calamity, and the fatal
disease which followed they regarded as a fulfilment of his prediction. On the
other hand the Lrromangans say that they were told by some of the sandal wood
traders that Mr. Gordon caused the sickness, and that the natives were all dying
on the islandg where missionarics were stationed, and this is the renson why bo
and his wife were killed. It would be prematare to place implicit confidence in
any statements we hear, until they are more fully examined. I hope to visit
Erromanga soon, to seck all information about the sad cvent which has taken
place, ascertain the present state of the island, and the future prospzets of the
Mission there.

The death of Mr. and Mrs. Gordon has, I need scarcely say, cast a gloom over
our Mission. We had seavcely begun to recover from the shock caused by the
death of Mr. Johnston, when this new and more severe trial bas fallen on us.
1low unscarchable are God’s judgments, and his ways past finding cut. The
melancholy deaths which have ocenrred in this Mission are surely a loud eall to
us who survive to be more diligent and more earncst in our work, for the night
cometh when no man can work. May God give us grace to improve these pain-
fal dispensations, as well as to sustain us under them.

The ** John Knox ™ has just returned from Tana.  The members of the Mis-
gion on that island are well.  ‘The report of the massacre on Frromanga made
gomne excitement among the natives hostile to the cause on Tana, but there dows
not appear to be any immediate danger there.

The sickness has disappeared on this island.  About eleven hundred have dicd
of it, and probably one hundred more will sink under its after cffects.

I have just returned from visiting and re-orgamzing my schools. 1t is painful
to uotice the blanks in them, and to see the number of new graves wineh weet
the eye in every divection.

I have been conversing with the captain of a sandal wood vessel from Frroman-
ga. 1le says that there are sandal wood stations all around the island, and the
white men who occupy them are unmolested by the natives. 1t is only a few
months ago since the natives declined all trading with the sandal wood men, as
they brought the sickness to the island

1 trukt that you will not be unduly cast down by the information which this
letter contains.  You must remewber that we have our encouragements as well as
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discouwagements.  The latter indecd seem at present in our view to overbalunce
the former, but it will not be so always:  We must bear in mind that it is the
Lord who reigneth, and he can overrule even thase eveuts which appear adverse
to us, for the promotion of his own werceiful purposes on carth.
1 remain, yours, &c. Joux GEDDIE.
Rey- Jawnes Bayne, See. For. Miss.

LETTERS FROM MR. MATHESON.

The Board of Foreign Missions have received, since our last number was issuedr
several letters from Mr. Matheson, which we subjoin.  They tell their own tale of
peril and privation, but one fact which they indicate must eause intense gratifi-
cation throughout the Church. viz., that his health is net only greatly improved,
but scemingly entirely restored. The very hand-writing of his letters marks the
change which has taken place, while their contents show himself to be almost
another man from what he was some time ago. This we cannot but regard as an
angwer {o the many prayers which have been offered throughout the Chureh on
bis behalf. In any civeumstances the intelligence would have been matter for
thankfulness, but in the present state of the Mission calls still more loudly for

ratitude to the Preserver of men. And yet it will be scen what reason there
s ¥
still is for earnest prayer that our Missionaries may be preserved under the shadow
of the wings of the Almighty.
Taxva, Janvary 2xp, 1861.

Rev. and D ar Brother,—Wishing you a very happy New Year and mnany re-
turns of the same, I embrace the present opportunity of writing you a few lines.
1 am happy to say that we have been permitted to enter upon the duties of ano-
ther year under eircumstances of much comfort and merey.  The Miesion families
are well, and ull of them are busily and bappily engaged in their work.  Mr. and
Mrs. Johnston are still living at Port Resolution, and probably report themzelves
cvery opportunity.  Matters are not much improved here since we last wrote.
God stiil secins £ have a controversy with dark Tanna ; and is this year, nd less
than formerly, resorting to the same espedient to show us where our true strength
lies, and that it is in vain to look for aid from any other quarter. Sickness, you
know, has always been the great objection of the Tannese against embracing the
religion of Jesus ; and, strange though it may appear 1o manr, discase and death
have invariably followed in the train of every effurt whieh has yet been made to
introduce the Gospel to this island. Some of the Samoan and Rarotongan teach-
e18, who were landed here in 1842, soon fell victims to the climate. The year
following the arrival of Messrs. Turner and Nisbet dysentery broke out among the
natives and swept off great numbers of them. 'Jhey immediately blamed the mis-
sionaries for making them sick, and, whatever opinion they may formerly have
entertained about wiesionaries and their work, they have since looked upon them
as the forerunners of everything that is evil. Since our return here there had been
very hittle sickness among the natives ; and, as far as that is concerned, we get
alung as well as we could naturally have expected. Some six wecks ago, how-
ever, measles broke out upon this side of the island, from the cffects of which
many have suffered and are stiil suffering.  Kapuka. who had been living with
us for some time, was the first taken ill. ~ Iis friends endeavoured, and thas too
effectually, to persuade him that we were the cause of the sickness, and that, if
he still continued to live with us, they wonld all die. e at length yiclded to
their oft repeated entreaties and left us—more from fear of being killed, 1 think,
than from any fear about us causing the sickvess. He knew that if the discase
should spread, and if the chiefs should attribute it to the new religion, according
to their custom some one or more of our professedly worshipping people should
be killed, and none more likely than himself, as he had declared hiwsell inost fav-
orable to us. The disease did spread, and. as we feared, the new religion got the
credit of it, and never did Pope or Priest more violently hurl anathewas against
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poor heretics and the Word of Gad than did our poor natives aguinst us and tho
new religion, They agreed to kill one young man, but he escaped in a trading
boat, which fortunately happened to be in the harbour when they were in pursuis
of him. For soma time previous to the hreaking out of the measles their op2n
hatred and their violent opposition to the gospel, and everything connected with
it, were becoming daily more and more apparent. Tuking our lives excepted,
they resorted to every imaginablo expedient to have us flee, or at least to say
nothing more to them nbout the new religion, When taken ill they declared
that [ had smitten them with the measles, in order to be revenged on them for
having recently stolen from us with such o high hand. Their being all sick, and
nmy health having never hefore been so good on Tanna, confirmed their suspicion.
This, as you may naturally suppose, added fresh fuel to the flame, and increased
the hitherto apparcutlv boundless rage of the infuriated natives. But what could
they do?  Lhey were every soul, inun, woman and ehild, prostrated, and not one
had any power to li(t a hand against us.  Their rage on that occusion surpassed
everything that I had ever before witnessed, but that God who can set restraining
bounds to tho wrath of man, and who cun even cause it to redound to his own
praise, has, wlter permitting the enemy to vent his wrath upon us to a certain ex-
tent, restrained the remainder of that wrath.

I am not aware of the measles having proved fatal in a single case on this side
of the isiand. 'That disease was, however, accompanied with diarrhoea, which
has cut off many of our old people ; and now diurrheen is followed by sore throat,
which is likely to prove more fatal than either of the former. [ cannot say to
what extent either of these diseases may have prevailed at Mr. Paton’s statioo,
but as Mr. Johnston is on the spot he can give you all particulars. 1t is just
about =8 easy to get letters from Nova Scotia ag between the stations on this is-
land. Even in a caso of life and death I could not got a messenger to go to Port
Rlesolution, and it is the same case when there is war at either station or between
them,

Though I write you thus plainly, think not that we are in the least discouraged.
Think not, though the poor Tannese treat us thus badly, that our love to them is
in the least degree abated  No, there is not a missionary on Tanna this day but
would cheerfully spend his or her life ten times over simply to sec one of Tanna’s
sons or daughters brought to the foot of the Cross--hrought to acknowledge bless-
ed Jesus as the only Saviour. Q! pray that we may soon witness such a glorious
sight. Fear not our personal safety. God 1s all suflicient, and, from what he
has done for us already, we would be encouraged to hope in him for the futare,

Yours truly, J. W. Marnesox.

Rev. James Bayne.

Taxa, Fecruary 1, 1861,

Rev. and Dear Brother,~—Though Ihave not yet had an opportunity of for-
warding my last, and know wvot when I may, still owing to the dificulty in the
early stages of a mission—of communicating correct information when writing
at long 1intervals—I have come to the conclusion of writing monthly, of forward-
ing as opportunities occur, and thus affording you a better opportunity of judg-
ing of the true state of the work in which we are engaged.

From the above you must not infer, that when we only write occasionally, that
we do not write the truth, but until the Gospel takes hold upon a people, every
thing is so fluctuating, that o person requires to be upon the spot, and to witness
every movement of the pupils. in order to form anything like a correct idea as to
the progression in the retrogression of the work. To-day everything may be en-
couraging—prospects bright and cheering as you could desire ; to-morrow every
thing way be the reverse, you may be beaten, your life threatened, and perhaps
you dare not venture outside your yard. To-day you may be cheered by seeing
numbers listening to the Word of God, apparently with much attention ; to mor-
row your former prospects may be all blasted, you may be grieved by seceing or
by bearing of those of whom you may but yesterday have entertained so favour-
able an opinion, being engaged in a cannibal feast, eating of the flesh, and
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drinking of the blood, of some one or more, with.whom but yesterday they may
have eaten together in the house of God.

In writing we always cndeavour to look upon the bright side of the picture;
but during the past month, the Tana Mission has not had a very bright side upon
which to look. ~Disease end death have been doing their wo.k, their strange work
in our midst to a very alarming estent—nave cut off many of our natives—and
have, as you may naturally suppose, confirmed this nwfullv superstitions people
in the idea, that we and the gospel are the sole cause of this mortality. Since
the commencement of the sickness, none of our chiefs Lut Tunn and Kapuka
have attended publie worship, the former regularly, the latter occasionally.

TESTING THE CHARACTER OF THE NATIVES.

Though we have all along had something of the form, still we were often afraid
that we had little or none’of the real power of vital godliness—my intercourse
among the peoplo during the past month, and the many trying dispensations
through which mn the providence of God, we have been called to pass, have con-
firmed the opinion which I had previously formed.

Lest we should be deceiving ourselves as to the foundation upon which we were
attempling to build, and lest our poor natives should not have proper ideas of the
advantages, temporal and spiritual, derivable from the gospel, and of some of the
duties devolving upon those, who profess to be the followers of God, I set about
a careful mvestigation of the motives, by which they were indiv dually actuated
in attending public worship, 1 commenced with the chicfs, without whose per-
mission none dare attend. I hegun by enquiring what did they espect to derive
from the religion of Jesus? Why were they so punctual in their attendance upon
the house of God, and at the same time refuse to give up any of their heathenish

ractices? The following are some of the reasons essigned by particalar persons.

aresi who was the first man on this side of the slund, to apply for teachers or
missionaries, had been to Anciteum several years ago—he was well acquainted
with the Anciteumese in these days of heathenism—he was back to Aneiteum
lately—since the arrival of wissionaries—he was delighted with the temporal ad-
vantages, which he saw them enjoying, with the property which he saw in
their posscssion, ail of which he knew they had obtained in consequence of hav-
ing missionaries residing among them. Taking it for granted that he and his
people would enjoy similar advantages, if' they had only teachers and missionaries
living on their island, he asked for teachers; he got ten Aneiteum families to live
on his Jand. They were well supplied with native and foreign property, much of
which they distributed gratis arnong his people. He also got many presents on
account of his protecting the Aneiteumese—and professing himself favorable to
the new religion, uutil eventually his sanguine espectations were more than fully
realized.  As regards deriving of spiritual blessings, he had not the most remote
idea, not the least desire; and when told that in order to be a sincere worship-
per of the true God, they must renounce every false God, abandon the:r heathen-
ism and sacrifice to none but the only iiving and true God, he thought that I was
requiring wore of him and his people than God would require. To interfere with
their Jong established wanners, customs, &e., is in their estunation an unpardon-~
able sin.  Tell them that they eannot serve God acceptably. and at the same time
renounce nowe of even the worst abominations of heathenism, and they will not
believe you. Finding that the Gospel of Jesus when properly embraced is a gos-
pel, the end and design of which is (in addition to enriching then temporally) to
strike at the very foundation of their heathenism—to restrain their corrupt ap-
petites and passions—to regulate and reform their hearts and lives—and to bring
thern under the government of a religion pure and undefiled, neither he nor one
of his people have been tc worship during the past month.

Nan:ua, one of our chiefs, attends regularly during certain months in the year,
and some months he ncver makes his appearance.  Upon enquiring into the cause
of his attending only part of the year, and also 1nto the advaniages which he hoped
to derive from his being (afuace) a worshipper, I was told that he was promised
to go to Aneiteum two years ago in the ¢ John Knox,’* and that none but afuace
persons should go in her. After receiving that promise the year before last he
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attended every Sabbath day during the sailing season. It so happened that voy-
ape efter voyage he was disappoir ted in getting away : but, lest his being absent
even one Sabhath day should lead them to concelude that he wasnot afuace, he was
resolved that that should be no obstacle in his way ; and he and some of his peoplo
attended regularly until the vessel was hauled up at the close of the aniling season.
Fiom that time until she resumed her voyages last year neither he nor any of his
people came to Church one Sabbath dny.  After her first twip last year he again
came back and attended regularly. As there is no good anchorage at this side of
the island the vessel did not often call off at this station, and he was again disap-
pointed every voyage last year. Jie came, however, until she made her last voy-
age, but has not since been inside the Church door.

Kali another of our great chiefs, 2 great warrior, has been 2 man of war from
his youth and & most inveterate canmbal.  So great is that wan's appetite for
human flesh that he hag had all his ewn men and women, two excepted, killed
and caten. e felt his own weakness provided war should at any time break ous,
he Lnew that they do not now go to war upon Aneiteum, and he vainly imagined
that his being fashionably afuace would prove a security to him not only against
war, but also against sickness. 1 attended punctually until taken with the
measles ; since that time he has not been near us.

I need not multiply individual cases. The above, especially the two former,
secm to be the ali prevailing motives by which our people have hitherto been ac-
tuated in attending worship. They consider that it they suffer teachers and mis-
sionaries to Jive among them 1n order to supply them with temporal necessaries,
and 1 a measure to insure the szearity of foreigners trading with them, that they
are o praiseworthy people.  But 3 so0n a3 you ‘get » sulficient acquamtance wich
their language to recommend to them the gospel of Jesus, to interfere with their
idolatry, und to request them to receive and embrace Christ as freely offered in
tle gospel, 8o soou do they consider themselves justified in treating you as badly
as they can in every imaginable shape and form—in threatening your life—nay,
cven in killing you. pruvided you persist in speaking to them of Jesus.  Inshort,
they will let you live if you set them die im their sins; but life and property are
not secure one day aiter God opess your mouth, and eaxbles you to tell them
faishfully of a heuven only for the children of God and of u hell for the workers
of iniquity.

EVENTS OF LAST MONTIL.

During the month of January our average male attendance has been nine and
a quarter, three of whom were children. Fifty-seven on this side of the island
have dicd of the after consequences of the measles, such as inflammation of the
lungs, inflammatory sore throat, &e. One woman committed suicide n order to
accompany her recently decensed hushand to the world of spirits, preferring to dio
by her own hand rather than submit to the cruel torture and death wlich she
knew awaited her.  Two women were killed, their bodies exhibited at all thevil-
Iages on this side of the island, feastzd over at every village, and at every feast a
portion of cach hody was eaten. We had two burricanes, one on the 3rd, the
other on the 10th, each of which has done much injury to native food and proper-
tr—three carthquakes of greater or lesser violence, the last, on Sabbath the 20¢h,
was the most severe [ have cver felt. We have also had four terridc thunder-
storms, all of which were accampanied with heavy rain. Al things considered,
the monsh of Jannary, 1861, is one not soon to be forgotten on Tunna. Native
report says that the mortality has been equally great at the other side of the is-
Jand. W are exeeedingly anxioug to hear fram Port Resolution—have not had
any dircet communieation with that station for ten weeks, and know not how it
fares with our dear brethren.

CALL FOR PRAYER.

Cease not to remember us and our poar natives when you go to the thrane of
grace.  Did you know the state of dark Tanna we would not require to ask you
to plead with (Ged on their and on our behalt ; but of their darkness, of their de-
eradation, and of their wmisery, yon cannot furm any conception. It is such as
nou pea can deseribe—such as no heart can conceive.  Iimagine a people led cap-
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tive by the Devil at his will, whose hearts have never been penetrated by one ray
of gospel light, upon whose minds not one diviue truth has ever heen savingly im-
pressed—a people resolutely determined that in gospel terms the Lord Jesus shall
never reign in their hearts—a people who tell you plainly that shey hate God,
thut they hate the gospel, and that they will never receive it, but that they love
the Devit and delight 1n his works.  Such are the people among whowm we dwell,
and for whose salvation we labour and pray night and day. Yes, such are the
people for whom we entreat you to busiege the throne of God, and to give Lim no
rest day or night until you prevaul, and until, in answer to your prayers, he opens
the windows of his spiritual heavens and pours out of the influences of his Spirit
from on hagh.

Yours truly, J. W. Marnesox.

Tana, Feorvary 18, 1861,

Rev and Dear Brother,—Ere the receipt of this, you will probably have heard
from other sources, that God isstill dealing very mysteriously with the Taon
Mission. e bas again commissioned the angel of death to visit our litule bana,
and to take from our midst cur dearand much esteemed brother Juhnston, whe
departed this life on the 21st of January ut 23 P, M.

R’ot having beea with our brother in his dying hour, not having heard of what
the Lord had done, for twenty-seven days after his death, and not even then hav-
ing perunssion to visit that station, I cannot write you anything particularly re-
speeting any of the eircumstances connected with this sad event.  Enclosed you
will ind 2 note which I received from Brother Paton the night before last, which
containg ail the information which [ have yet received, native report excepted,
upon which no dependenee can he placed.

During the past week, there were various reperts in cicculation among the na-
tives—respecting the state of matters at that station—many of whieh were so
eomflicting, as to leave little roow for suppesing that any of them were very
correct,

Last Saturday week, Kali went to Tnukaruk, (one of Mr. Paton’s stations), to
visit some of his relations.  1le returned the following Monday, after which £
went in search of him, sn order to ascertain whether or not he had heard any
word either directly or indirectly {rom the harbour. I did not suceeed in find-
g him until Thursday forenvon. As he gives me eredit for all the mortality on
this side of theisland, he has kept a very respeetable distance from us for many
weeks, and it was only aceidentaily that T came across him in the bush.  1le said
that he was not at the harbour, but that he had heard many reports, some of
which he believed were true. 1 returned home, and consulied some little time
with Mrs. Matheson; as to what was best to be done, orjwhat eould be doze under
preaeny circumstances.  Indecd to ascertuin the path of duty in such a case was
estremely difficult.  We had reason, but no certainty to believe, that our breth-
ren were 1n distress.  To attempt visiting them either by sea or land, in daylight
was probably certain death ; and to leave Mrs. M. alone in the present state of
affuirs (it the patives knew that I was away) would doubtless be death, 1f not
worse.

I had just concleded te go the inland road after dark, get there during the
night, and return the next night, when a native from one of the neighboring vil-
lages came in, and eaid in a state of great excitement, *¢ Misi, don’t you go, 1
know something that youdon’t.” ¢ Whatdo you know,” [asked. 1 know,””
says he, ¢“that when the other Misi died, the natives knew that you or some of
the Anciteumese would be going to the harbour, or that Misi Paton or some of his
Anciteumese wwuld be coming bere : and all the villages have agreed, that if any
of you areseen upon the road cither by day or by night, you ars to be shot.
They buvealso got all their canoes coliceted along the shore, that if cither of
your hoats are seen going between the three stations, they may go out quickly and
take them.” T then abandoned the iden of going inlund, butstill hoped thatsfter
dark T might go into the boat, get there during the night, sink thoboat inside the
reef in smooth water, where she conld not be seen from the shore, get the crew
stowed away insome sale corner, and remain until the next night. That attempt
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also fuiled, as [ coald not got one, who would consent to go upon any condition.
They all knew the plot that had been laid for us, and said that though we might
get there unnoticed, some body would hear of our being away, betore we could
be able to return.

In the evening the two Aneiteumese volunteered to go in their canoe after night,
provided they could gt away unobserved by the natives. At dark I went down
to the shore, saw that they had every thing in readiness to leave, as soon as the
natives should ga to rest, and after committing thew to the care of Him, who
cun deliver from tho snare of the fowler, from the terror hy night, and from the
arrow that flieth by day. T returned home, and we awnited their return with
no little anxiety. They arrived there safely ac L o’cloek, A. M., and returned,
the bearers of sad tidings, of tidings for which we wers not prepared, siying to
us in an awfully solema voice, ¢ Bu yo also ready, for 1 sueh an hour us ye
know unt, your Lord comsth.” I need not say, that we can scarcely realize that
such is the case; bat, ot ! it istrue, Yes it is true, that another stundard beur-
er of the Cross has fallen on tae battle-field, and while we are praying that God
would send forth labourers into his harvest, he has secen meet in his unerring
wisdum t3 c¢ut down one from whom we had expected much—one who encour-
aged high hopes of being a very faithful and succesz(ul labourer 1 the vineyard
of the Lurd.  Yes, one well adapted for bearing hardiness as 2 good soldier of
the Cross. Bat the Lord hath done it, and kaowing that be deeth all things
well, wo would endeavour to bow in humble subwmission, and cheerfully to ac-
quiesee in this, to us, strange and exceedingly wysterious dispensation.  IIad
not Quar Father in Heaven done it, we could not sastain the trixl : but he seeth
the end from the beginning, and though we cannot yet read this dispeasation of
llis Providence, yet there is a day coming, when God will make it all plain, when
ito will make it maaifestly evident, that it was for the glory of God, that the Son
of God might b2 glorifisd thereby. We murmur not, we repine vot, at what the
Lord hath dong, though we cannst refrain from saying, dear brothoer, that is an
awfully hard trial.  Yes, it fills the heart with grief—thus on a loneiy isle—sur-
rounded by a savage people, where the daily, yea, the hourly cry is tha blood of
the Missionary, where every injury, real or imaxinary, is ateribated to the Mis-
gionary, and where his heart’s blood is condidered the only satisfuctory compen-
sation, which can ba rendered, to see a brother fulling at your side.  Such an
event is puinful at any time, and under any circumstances; but oh, if possible,
it is doubly hard to be borne at tha present momsant, when the encmy is coming
in like a flvod. when the united powers of darkness are apparently combined
against us, and when through fears within and through fightings withoat, heart
and flesh are both ready to faint and to fuil.

Mrs. Johnston has heen wonderfully supported under her severe trial, and has
borne her wrreparable loss with much submission to the will of God.  Oh sustain
her by your prayers.  She enjoys good health, and will probably 2o 10 Anei-
teum, as soon as the John Karoz resmnes her voyaging to this island.

28.—Matrers are still in a very unsetuled state at both stations. The mortality
scems to be less here this month than last, bat greater at Port Resolution.  The
mortality at the latter place is I think at present similar to what it was here
Jast month. This month we have had but forty-five natural deaths, and two
nien killed.  Last wmonth fifty-seven and three women killed.  Think of dear
brother Paton in the hour of prayer. Ieis a truc yoke fellow in the Gospel of
Jesus. The cup which our Father has given him to drink is a bitter one. May
we not hope that the crown which lie has in reserve for him, may be well studded
with precious gems. J. W. M.

Rev. James Bayne.

MR. PATON'S NOTE TO MR. MATHESON.

TanNa, 177H Frpreary, 1861,
My Dear Brother,—1 recoived yours of yesterday about one o’¢lock this morn-
ing, and was exceedingly glad to hear that you were both in the land of the liv-
ing and ia the place of hope. I nover wearied so much to hear from you.

B rarr 4
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Mr. Johnston died on the 21st of January at two o’cluck r. a1.  For some time
before that he had been complaining with his stomach, axd on the 17th he took
laudanum to make him sleep, and I feared he had taken an over-dose, for at mid-
day Mrs. J. camo saving he was asleep and she epuld not awake him. I found
him in o state of coma, with his juw locked. 1 gave him an emetie, o clyster,
bled him, apvlied blisters to the back of lus ears, and gave him a strong dose of
calomel and julap. All did well, but could not draw blood, so by and bye he be-
gan to speak a little.  With much dificulty T opened his mouth with two knives,
and we kept him awake by the cold dash of ammonia and by exercise—nest day
he was a little better, and nest day again he wae up and going about. He was
oft and on for the following two days, but on the 21st again he slept soundty. I
shaved his head and put a blister to the back of it, but his breathing became ion-
ger and longer till two o’clock p. M., when ho fell asleep calmly in Jesus. Mrs.
J. was very attentive to him and custained the trial of his death with great Chris-
tian resignation.  But, baving also taken laudanum, she was very sleepy and
suffered from its effects for weeks after, cven till now.

Just now I wae nearly clubbed by an enraged savage. This morning the tribe
at the head of the bay killed four men, thavare to be cooked and feasted on, and
now their wild song is ringing in our ears as they are carrying away the dead bo-
dics for cooking. As you may judge all is excitement and terror here to-day.
They are also thirsting for my blood on account cf the sickness and mortality,
which is very great at present, every day three or four dying.

I am glad you did not get either by land or sea, or you would likely have Jost
your life. Do not on any account attempt to come for a time yet. Our people
never were 80 wicked. A short time ago they killed a man, and now it is blood,
blood, that is the daily cry.  Many of our leading chiefs are dead, and only three
men are left who attended worship.

Kavia and his wife and child are dead—Nafatu, Napige, and Nasouman's child
are dead—so that we have had eight deaths on the mission premises, and Nariva
(since dend) and several others are all very ill and I fear they will die in & few
days. O! may God have mercy on them and spare some.

1 am not aware of anything you can do for us. If God spares us wo will see
you by aud bye, but just now it would be certain death to the man who would
attempt to travel by land, or, I fear, come here bysea. My very dear brother and
sister, let us unitedly and earnestly pray for each other.

1 have had 2 severe fever, and also the native sore mouth disease, butam getting
better of both, andable to walk about again. I got a severe cut with an adze,
which confined me three weeks in December, but it is now better.

Mis Johnston was wishing to come and see you, but it is unadvisable in the
present state of things.  Were your hoat coming our people would at present re-
Joice to kill your Basu* crew. O! be cautious.

The tribe that killed the man to-day have broken into my eook-house and stole
some of my pots and cooking utensils two or three mornings ago, and all the
{neople are talking very bad at present, but God rules—the Lord is our xefuge.

With kindest rezards to yourself und Mrs. Matheson,
I remain, yours affectionately,
Rev. J. W. Matheson, Tanna. Joux G. Paton.

P. S.—I havo my letters ready for home—are you writing ?

LETTER FROM MRS. GORDON’S BROTIIER.

The Rev. Mr. Bayne received a note from Mr. S. G. Powsss, of London, rela-
tivo to the murder ol his sister and her hushand. Ile says—< We all estcemed
Mr. Gordon very highly while residing in this country. I had an opportunity of
watching and knowing much of his private ciaracter, and can say that he wasa
most exemplary Christian and a man of prayer. I believe ho held communion
with God about every circumstance of life. My dear sister was a datiful and
most devoted child and loving sister—of a lively and cheerful temperament, and
self-denying in the extreme. She was within five days of her 28th year.”

* The nativo torm applied to the pouple on this side of the island,  We call them tho peoe
plo fci Barabi, and we aro called the people fei Basu.




35 The Tyome any Foreign Weeord,

MEELING OF THE FOREIGN MISSION BOARD,

Phe Bowd of Forcign Missions met at New Glaszow on the 23rd ult.  The most
importiat matter bafsre tham was the reeent intellisime: from the Now L bride8
Mussian.  In roferenss ¢ tho death of Mr. aad Mes, Garden, the following minute
was adopted :—

¢t 'I'he Board of Foreign Missions, in receiving the ead intelligence of the death
of M:. and Mrs. Gordor, would embrace the oppertunity of recurding on their
minutes the high s nse they entertain of the personal character and self-denying
labours of those eminent servaats of Christ  From the timeof My, Gordon’s con-
nexion with the Mission he wanifested a zeal and devotedness to his work amount-
mg even to enthusiasm—a diligcpcc n labuur‘thut never \‘veuried--u boldness that
was not appalled in the hour of greatest peril—a faith in God which bore him
through the severest trials—a perseverance which never yiclded to the greatest
discournzements—and an earncstuess and constancy in prayer which sanctified all
his eBorte.  Of Mrs. Gordon the Board knew nothing by personal intercoursz, bug
from the uniform testimony of those who met her, and from what they have known
of her labours sinze her connexion with the Mission, they feel it only their duty
to record the high sense of her persunal excellencies, her devoted zeal in the cause
of Mssions, her self-denying, arduous and persevering labours on behalf of the
Heathen, and the exalted Christian heroism which she displayed in seenes of the
avcatest peril.  Reviewing the past labours and sufferings of both these ewinent
servants of Christ, they wourld express their conviction that they deserve an hon-
ourable record in the annaly of Christian heroism and to veeapy no mean place in
the glorious army of the wartyrs, and the Board would also express their admira-
tion of that divine grace, which enabled them to be fuithful unto death, and
through which they have both, we doubt not, obtained a crown of life.

« They would also express their deepest sympathy with the bereaved relativesof
boti in the present severe trial, and tender to them the expression of theiv carnest
hope and prager that the God of all comfort may iwpart to them largely of the
Znfluences of his Spirit, that ¢ 2s ther sufferings in Christ have abounded, 8o their
-consolations *l20 may abound by Christ.’

« Looking at God’s dealing with our Mission, in thus ¢ breaking us with breach
upor breach,’ and in visiting us with so severe a stroke so clusely upoz our for-
auer heavy trials, the Board would teel that there is a loud call upon the whole
Church to deep humiliation b:fore God. * Humble thyself under the mighty
hand of the Lord that he may exalt thee in due time.” They would adore the
tnscrutable wisdom of the dispensations of Ilim whose ¢ way iy in the sea, and his
path in the mighty waters, and whose footsteps are net known ;' and they would
stand in awe as they contemplate the sovercignty of Him ¢ who taketh away and
@one can hinder him. none can say unto him, what doest thou.” Yet knowing
¢he rightcousness of all His procedute, they would seek to be able to bow submis-
sively to [lis will, s2ying, Thy will be done! And they would now eall upon the
Church to unite with them in earnest prayer before the throne of Almighty
vower, on behalt of the Church at bume, that she may profit by this painful dis-
pensation of His hand,—on hebalf of the guilty murderers of our beloved friends,
saying in the spirit of Him whom we serve, ¢ Father, forgive them, they know not
what they do ;* and on bekalf of the poor Heathen at-large, that God would pour
out his Spirit from on high, that he would muke his Word as the fire and the
hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces, and that the wilderness be counted for
a fruitful field, and the fruittul field be counted for @ forest. And especially that
the good seed sown by Ilis servants, with so much toil and selftdenial, and wa-
tered not uly with their tears and prayers, but even by their blood, may yet
spring up and bring forth an abundant hacvest to the praise and glory of God.”

The question of what should now be done for Erromanga formed the subject of
anxious deliberation. It was resolved to await Mr. Geddie's report of the stute
of thiugs on the islavd, before taking any decided action. Should that be
favourable, the Board will be prepured to take steps to oceupy it in an
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efficient manner, and the opinion is at least that two missionaries should be sent,
when the island shall seem ready for occupation.

A lotter was read giving the names and addresses of two etudents of the United
Presbyterian Chureh, who have completed their course of study, and are about
to be licensed, whose views are directed to the Foreign Mission field, and who
arc willing to enter into correspondence regarding the New Ilehrides Mission.
Phe Seeretary was instructed to furnish them with such information regarding
the Mission, as he may see fit, and to request them, should they after mature
deliteration, resolve on devoting themselves to the service of this Church in the
foreign field, to forward their credentials to him.

Rev. Messrs. McGrezor and MeKuigzat were requested t0 bring the claims of
the Foreign Mission before the students attending the College in Halifax. and
to endeavour to ascertain whether there are any advanced students prepared to
devote themselves to the Foreign Mission work.  And the Board, considering the
importance of their being ready to go out in the next voyage of the Jokn Wil-
Lams in 1863, agreed, in the event of there being fany younyg men willing to go,
8o far advanced that they could be prepared to go at that time, to afford him
such aid in prosecuting their studies as might be necessary for that purpose.

3 X
Cra eI

OUR CHURCH NEWS.

P {
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PressrTerY OF HALrrax.—This Court met on Wednesday the 23rd October, 11
o’clock 4. M., in Poplar Grove Church, Halifus. There were present Rev. John
L. Murdoch, Professor King, Sedgewick, McGregor, McLeod, MeLean, Murray,
Stuart, Professor McKuizht, Ministers, and Messrs. A, James, Edward Taylor,
James Farqubar and F. W, George, Elders. Revs., N. McKay, H. D. Steele and
A. Crawford, being presen, were invited to correspond.  The call from Annapo-
1is to the Rev, Howard D). Steele was set aside after hearing ths report of Rev.
Willismn Murray.  Rev. Mr. Crawford was appointed tosupply Chalmers® Churcn
for six months. The Session of Chalwers® Church requested a Presbyterial visi-
tation, which was agreed to. la reference to the case from the Sesion of Mus-
quodoboit, after long and prayerful cons:deration the following deliverance was
unanimously adopted :—=¢ That the Presbytery have fully heurd Mr. Archibald's
statements on the subject of the reference from the Kirk Session of Musquodsbwir,
and, after mature and prayerful deliberation, do find that the marriage contract-
ed by Mr. Archibald with his late wife’s niece, is not only contrary to the eivil
law of the lund, but is also within the degrees of afiinity prohibited by the Word
of (tud as interpreted by the Confession of Faith; and do advise and enjoin the
prties forthwith to soparate from each other ; and in the meantime the Presby-
tery instruet the said Kirk Session to suspend both parties from the privilege of
communion in the Church, and that Mr. Archibald be removed from the Elder.
ship. In coming to these conclusions the Presbytery desire to express their Chris-
tian affection for Mr. Archibald, founded on & long-established life of Christian
excellence, and their sympathy with him in respect to several of the circumstances
which attended his activn in this matter which are caleulated to palliate his con-
duct.”

It was moved, seconded, and unanimously agreed to, that the Rev. John Sprott,
the minister who solemuized the illegal marriage between Mr. Samugl Archbald
and Susan Parker, be cited to appear at the next meeting of Presbytery which
shall be held in Halifax to answer for his conduct in the premises.

Mr. William Framne, having gone through the usual probationary trials for li-
censo to the grent satisfuction of the Preshytery, was licensed to preach the Gos-
p:l. A call to the Rev. John McLeod, Newport, from Richmond Bay, Prince
Rdward Island, was laid before the Presbytery. Rev. John L. Murdoch was ap-
pointed to intimate the fact to the Newport congregation and to notify them to
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appear for their interests by commissioners at next mecting of Presbytery. A
call from Lower Lallave in favour of Mr. Donald MeMillan, and from Bridgewa-
ter 1 favour of Mr. John Morton, were luid before the Presbytery. Both calls
were sustained, and were accepted in ench case. Trinls for ordmation were pre-
scribed, and the Presbytery agreed to meet at Luuenburg on Tuesday the 3rd Do
cember to hear these; and at Lower Lallave on the day following to ordain Mr.
D. McMillan—Rev. R. Sedgewick to preach on the occasion, Rev. Mr. Clark to
address the minister, and Rev. I Medlillan the people. The Presbytery to meet
on the day following at Bridgewater for the ordination of Mr. Morton—Rev. P+
G. McGregor to preach, Rev. Mr. Duff to address the minister, and Rev. W.
Murray the people. The following were appointed a deputation to visit the con-
gregation of Lawrencetowr and Masquadaoboit Harbour :—Rev. Messrs. Cameron,
McKnight, McLean, Stuart, and A. Jawesand Farquhar, Elders, to meetat Law-
rencetown at 1 o’clock v, ., on the firet Tuesdny of December—Professor Me-
Knight to preach ; and at the Harbor at the snme hour on the day following—Mr.
McLean to preach. Reports of missionary labour were laid before the Presbytery
by Messrs. Steele, McKay and MeKinnon. Messrs. W. Stuart and L. McNab,
Students, were examined in Theology, &e., preparatory to the next Session of the
Hall. Mr. Edward Aunand was examined in Classics, Logie, &ec., preparatory to
entering the Hall for the first time. These cxaminations were very satisfactory
and were sustained hy the Presbytery. The following appointments were then
made :—Mr. D. McKinnon to supply Sheet Harbor, &e., till relieved by Rev, Mr.
Waddell—Mr. W. to continue there till next meeting of Presbytery ; Mr. Stecle
to supply Rawdon on the first Sabbuth of November, Annapolis on the sccond,
Bridgetown and Lawrencetown on the third, and West Cornwallis on the fourth
Sabbath of November and on the first of December ; Mr. Gordon to supply Raw-
don on the second Subbath of November, and Anpapolis and Bridgetown for the
succeeding three months ; Rev. N. MeKay to supply Tangier on the first and se-
cond Sabbaths of November. ‘Lhe Presbytery then adjourned, after two days of
hard labour.

Picrou.—The Preshytery of Picton, met at Antigonish for Presbyterial visitation,
on lst October. After sermon by the Rev. D. B. Blair from Matt. 16. 18-19, the
questions of the formula were put to the various office-bearers of the congregation,
and the answers exhibited a state of things highly gratifying to the Presbytery.
The congregation had & bulunce on hand after paying their pastor, and this as
well a9 the spiritual machinery 1n operation, gave goud grounds to hope that the
work of the Lord wasadvancing amoung them. A handsome Church is being erect-
ed, the steeple of which was erected on the day the Presbytery met.

Mr. Adam McKay, who had completed his course ot study at the College in
Halifax, delivered a lecture, & popular sermon and an exercise with additions, and
was exawined in Hebrew, Greek, Theolugy and Church History. These, being
all his trials for license, were all sustained, and he was in the usual manner li-
censed to preach the everlasting gospel, and the Rev. D. B. Blair tendered him
suitable advices regarding the discharge of the duties of his office. Mr. McKay
has during the past two seasons laboured as 2 Catechist within the bounds of the
Presbytery, and especially among the Gaelic speaking population, and in that
Janguage which is his native tongue, his labours have been very acceptable, and
it is hoped that he will prove a useful minister of the New Testament.

The Presbytery metat Lochaber on the following duy for Presbyterial visitation.
They regretted to find the financiul affuirs of the congregation still in an unsatis-
fuctory state, and urged upon them the propriety of taking immediato steps for
the payment, of arrears, and also to place their arrangements for the future sup-
port of the minister on a better footing.

The Presbytery again mét at New Glasgow on the 9th. Mr. Alesander Fal-
coner, Student of Theology. who has just completed his studies at the United
Presbyterian Ifall, and £ree College, Edinburgh, delivered all his trials for license.
These were not only sustained, but clicited the highest commendations of members
of Presbytery, and he was duly licenszd to proach the glorious gospel of the bless-
ed God.  Mr. Falconer, by his talen:s and diligence as a studens, occapied & high
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position not only in the Seminary of the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia, in
which he began bhis studies, but took o high pousition in the Institutions which ho
attended in Scotland, and from what we have scen and heard from him we doubt
not he will be one of the most successful preachers that have yet come from the
Synod’s Ingtitution.

Commissioners appeared from Little arbour with a subseription list for sup-
ply of preaching amounting to £53 17s. Gd. As the people in that quarter are
not able tv support & minister, and as Sutherland River, from its position, can bo
conveniently united with it, the Rev. John Stewart was appointed to hold a meet-
ing with the adherents of our Church 1 that quarter, to ascertain whether they
are willing to unite with the yeople of Little Lfarbour to form anew congregation,
and, in the event of their being so, what amount they can raise for the support
of ordinances. The whole subject was remitted to the Sessions interested in such
o formation to appear for their interests if they sce fit at next meeting of Preshy-
tery, which is appointed to take place in Prince Street Church, Pictou, on the
1st Tuesday of December.

—

Presnyrery of Truro.—The Yresbytery of Trarn met, according to appoint-
ment, at Five Islands on Tuesday, the 1st inet., at 11 o’clock a. M. There were

vesent the Rev. Messrs. Byers, Ross. Wyllie, McKay, Cuvrie and McLellan ; and
Messrs. Thompson, Grabam and Fullerton, elders; and the Rev. James Waddell,
corresponding member. The day was such that any people not interested in the
ordinances of religion would have been engaged in their fields Five Islands,
however, had very much the appearnce of a Sabbath day. The congregation was
large. It must have included nearly all the Presbyterians in the place, whilst
many also were present from Ecoromy, some having travelled nine or ten miles.
The preacher, Mr. Currie, chose as his subject the parable of the vine and its
branches, (John xv.) In his discourse he spoke of the economy of the vine, and
the husbandian’s treatment of it. ‘There is a vital relation between the stem and
its branches. ‘There is a vital union between Christ and his people. There was
from eternity a legal union. The Spirit of God in due time comes into the heart
of each one, and working faith, grafts into Christ and forms a real union. Whila
the branches are joined to the stem there is a constant flow of sap passing from it
inta them. We cannot see it thus flowing; but we sce its eftects in their con-
tinued life and the fruit produced. In like manner is 1t with the believer., Uni-
ted to Christ there is a constant flow of grace paseing from Christ mto his sonl.
This is not seen. It may not at all times he felt. But it is seen and known in
its cffects, in the believer's continued spiritual life and the fruits of the Spiriy
yiclded by him. In the vine, the branches large and snall, strong and weak, are
all borne up and supported by the stem. The Church leans upon Christ. Every
believer is held up by Him. "The strongest has no strength to stand of himself,
and th: weakest, leaning upon him, stands sure. Tho husbandman finds that the
branches of the vine are of two kinds, the unfruitful and the fruitful. I'he un-
fruitful are those in Christ as the dead branch that is bound upon the vine.
They are such a8 have but & form of godliness, such as have a name to live but are
dead ; false professors. These the hushandman takes away,—sometimes by disci-
pline. e permits them to full into sin that they may be cut oft from the fellow-
ship of the Church. He also takes them away by death. Some are permitted to
retuin their place in the Church throughout life, but they are then taken away.
The fruitful branches aro those united to Christ by a trueaund living faith. 'L'hese
e pruneth that they may hring forth more fruit. Ile does this througy the
Word read and preached. *¢ Now ye are clean tnrvugh the word which | have
spoken unto you.”” He also ¢ purgeth” them by the doings of his providence.

Divine service concluded, the Preshytery was constitnted and proceeeded with
the visitation of tho congregation. The questions of the formula were put to the
vaiious parties and answered satisfaceorily. The affuirs of the congrogation ap-
pear to be in an encouraging condition. Leonomy and Five Islands. being one of
th eamaller congregations in tue Presbytery, satistied thems:lves, in former times,
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with giving their minister a proportionally small salary, but they have now risen
it to £150, heing the sum which is given by some other cani;rc,«:zuions nearly
twice as numerous. We were glad to learn that there is an influential part
among them anxious for a farther erease.  Some speak of raising it to £173 un'g
some to £200 These people, having felt what 1t was to be without a pastor
seam to know how to prize one. !

The Rev. 1. Ross addressed the minister in suitable terms. Ie spoke of what
ought to be his great aim—-not to become a yopular preacher or a renowned ex-

ositor—not to gain for himself n name—not to procure a comfortable living for
himself and his family—not to build up a compact congregation, or to advance
the interests of the Presbyterian cause. He might aim ~ to accomplish all these
They were all worthy of his attention, and duty demanded of him not to nef'lec(.:
them. But his grand aim must ever be the salvation of them that hear him. It
is to bring sinners to Christ, and feed the flock of God. The grand instrumenta-
lity by which to accomplish this is the pulpit, the preaching of the word. A good
many people undervalue the publie ministrations of their pastor. ‘These will tell
i'ou that they would rather have you at the fireside than in the pulpit.  You will
tear them affirming that & minister does more good in visiting than in preaching
Give heed to them, no not for a moment ! Visiting 18 good.DIt wonld be well r;f
we could give more attention to this department of” pustoral labour than is gene-
rally done. But1t is the preaching of the gospel by which God hus ordained to
save men. You will stand or fall by your pulpit ministrations. Then I say
preach the word, be instant in season and outof scason.  Mr, Ross next addressed
:{l)e clders, pointing out that the discipline of the Church devolved principally on

em.
‘I'he Rev. James Byers addressed the managers and the people. He set before
them respectively the duties of their position.

The whole services were about three hours in length, yet the large congregation
3!1 remained to the close. A goodly number again returned to the afternoon se-

erunt.

Read a report from Mr. MeKinnon of his labours at Parrsboro and Macean
The Presbytery was much pleased, both with the way in which he had been la-
bouring, and the manner in which the people scem to have prized his Inbours.
Commissioners appeared from that congregation and laid on the table a petition
praying for a moderation. Uhe prayer of the petition was granted, and Mr, Wad-
de]} Iappointgdhto mod(;emte i(ril :: cag at Parrahoro, on the 21st inat.

The Synod having directed this Presbytery to supply Dr. Swith’s pulpi i
the month of December, appointed Mr.yWy%qu lstl:pSbeath s Mr. glclg:fydlgx;sg-
Mr. Ross, 3rd ; Mr. Baxter, 4th ; and Mr. Cameron, the 5th Sabbath. Adj&urneé
to meet at Great Village on the first Tuesday of November, »I: McKay to preach,
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Many of tho moSt

ScanpiNavia.—Tho State Churches of Swo. England and Ireland.
den, Norway, and Denmark held at the closo
of July, the third Scandinavian Church Diet
at Christiania, Norway. TFrom 8weden and
Denmark many facts wero related indicative
of progress. Rogarding Norway, it was the
general tostimony that a great and wide.
spread religious awakening hus been experi-
enced there within the last few years. Tho
change bas been marked in many towns by
tho improved sttendmice ot public worship.
In Christians, for instance, whore only a
short time ago the cburches were alwost
empty, they are now crowded overy Sabbath.

The great fact of the last month was tho
General Conference of the Evangelical Alli-
ance beld in the city of Calvin. Thore were
moro than eight hundred strangors in Geneva
during tho Conference week—somo of them
beiny from Awerics, many fr m Scotland,

illustrious divines in Euvope took part in th®
proceedings, Dr. Baird says:—

¢ Tho three most interesting meetings con-
neeted with the Conference were the introdue-
tory prayer-mecting, the communion of the
Lord’s Supper last Subbath afternoon, und the
farewell weeting.  As to the Lord’s Supper,
what could be more impressive than to see
twenty mipisters of the Gospel, of different
nations and branches of the Protestaut
Church, speaking various languages (four of
which wore usoed on the occasion), teking
part in administering the blessed ordinanco
to many hundreds of the people of God, who
have been redeemed by the klood of the
TLamb, out of so many nations? Twelve
brothron officiated as deacons, and carried
the bread and the wine to the communicants,
who remsined in their scats during ths holy
ceromony. It was tho most besutiful and
tender sceno I have ever heheld.”




