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" APPEROBAL IV,

it gives me gre:.t g)leasu;'e to approve of this Shovi
Notice of your Owdey and of the good wovk it is doing. [
Rope that this ed.fying litile bovk will not only be instructive
io those who read ity but also pwjzhzblc to your pwm Coimn—

munity. ‘ ‘
o . 0. ROUTHIER, V. G.
o ) Q)M’.

Oitawa Havch 12, 1882, o

In preserting to their many devoted _frz'émls and well-
wishers this Short Notice, written by a friend of the Institution,
the Sisters of the Good Shepherd hope, that it muy be, under "God,

the meuns of inspiring charituble persons to aid in the good werk
bu their . prayers and alms, and that to some chosen souls it may

“be the seed of a vocation to'a Life of constant auu‘lﬂoe Jor

Jesus Christ, ) o
BLESSED BE GOD.»

Faast of 8t. Murgaret of Cortena, .

°

- ' .* National Library  Bibliothéque nationale
of Canada du Canada

Feb. 237d. 1882,
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JRIGIN AND OBILCE.

Rejiive with ne beennse | i ve j‘wzxd‘ﬁ;y afe‘erfp{l'iiu.t'
‘ was lest. — N, Luke, X¥V. 6.
The life of man, saye holy Job. is filled with' mony mise~
vies. This is a tiuth re-echoed by the testimony of all ages and
whick canmot be gaimsaved. These miscries' and sufferings,
though they are manifold, may, Lowever, he clossed urdera few
heads; they ean all or nearly all be imcludrd under the loss of
friends loss of projerty, loss of health, iess of reprrtion, Christian.
charity comas gladly to the reiief of those who suffer from .
one or more of those misfortunes. T here are asylums for the
orphan, for the poor aged or infirm, ‘there are” hospltah for
the sick. Yet apart from thuse asylums and hospitals, private
charity ean ‘do and does mueh for their relief.  Christian
families often adopt the child left without father or mother,
the poor wick man or woman is frequently the object of the cars
and artention of a number of charitable neighbours. “But thero is
a ‘sutfering greater than that of the orphan or the. snck patient —
- it is the- agony of the bruised, though sinful heatx that in some
haunt of vice, is sighing f_r its deliverance from sin and misery.It
alas! finds no charitable haad to raise it up, while it finds hosta
to deride its regretsa.ndagenv and false' friends and its own pas-
sions. who try to keep it whera it is. Tothe *rehefof that poor
-hedrt uo.ene can cowme ; even the most ckam:}ble persopa dars
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not approach —.- 'mhe more pious and charitable they ure, - the
farther they will keep away, partly from that disgust which virtue

‘feels for vice, partly through feur, lest by contact with persons so

degraded, their own fair name may be tarnished and their good
intentions misconstrued by foul minds or calummiated by malicious

tongues.

Where then can that poor degraded being, flying from a life of

sin, find sheiter? No family however poor, if respectablé, can run
the risk of harbourinig her. What will the neighbours say 1f that
tather and mother allow such a person to eross their door, nay

even if they ure but noticed speaking to her? Perhaps her good

intentions sre only feigned and 'she seeks the ruin of some
of their own children? They Rave daughters of their own to be
protected. Yet is there no relief for her misery ? Must she perforce
stay in sin? Christ pardoned the woman found in adultery —
He forgave the penitent Magdalen and even said & many sins are
forgiven her because she has loved much.” Has that mercifol Sa-
vior no followers who will walk in His footsteps and endesvour
to'bring to Him these poor sinful creatures who are disowned
even by the father and mother whey weep over them, and scorned
and rejected by the very persons who have compassed their ruin ¢

. Yes, Christian charity knows no sorrow or distress that. it may
notrelicve,and the highest embodiment of Christian charity is to

be found ia those different communities, those religious orders
establivhed in the bosom of the Catholic Church, whose meinbers
have left all to follow Christ — parents, wealth and pleasure, ard

have devoied their lives to the support .and solace of the.

suffering and miserable of every elass and condition.

Apart from those religious orders that devote themselves
to teaching, there ure Sisters who relieve the poor in their
homes and in asylums, who take care of the orphan, who attend
the sick and dying; there are others who receive that wandering
sheep, of whom Christ said “Rejoice with me becanse I- have

found the sheey that was lost,” the. poor outeast ‘of Society — To .
der they give a shelter, that is.a homs and the means of earning
! . - .
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pure daily bread, thereby keeping her f-om the contagion of'
the world and from that poisoned cup of vice of which alas
she has drunk so deeply, and teaching her to take all her affec—

, tions from the world and fix them ou Jesus Christ, and hence-

forward to lead a life of pe.ance in atonement for the past. ’
Who will say there is a charity greater than . this? No
doubt, it isa repulsive work of charity; for a pure mmden
grown up in the bosom of a picus family, innocent of sin, not
knowing even-what vice meaus, to have to apj:roach the defrra.d- d
creature who has lived in wickedness and j:hzuue for years, to_bear
the foul words she utters almost unconsciyo ly they have been her
language for so loag a tim:, words which Qo\md like an unknown
tongue in the ears of that innocent spouse of Christ, — to calm by
her kind words and deeds, those passwnate longings for liberty,

. that terrible disguised temptation, which hannte the penitent for

years. What more revolting to a pure and innocent heart? But the
love of Christ overcomes these natural feelings of aversion
and the difficulty of the work is compensated for by the floods of '
heavenly joy with. which Christ inundates the hearts of. those
who have consecrated themselves to this gre.t work . of charity.

" Such a wurk of heroic devutedness is the sole End of the
Instltutv of Our Lady of (,hanty, better known as The Sisters
of the Good Shepherd. ‘ -

This religious con"reﬂatlun was founded by the Venerable
Father John Eudes, the Apostle of Normandy, in 1641.

" A few words will not be out of place with renrard to
that wonderful man, who was the eldest of three . brothers

" rematkable. for their talents and virtue. He ‘was bom N ov—

ber I4th, 1601 of pious parents, in answer to. a vow made to
God if he would bless them with offspring,. and was baptized
by the name of Jokn In his pure chlldhood as in that of

. St. Franeis de Sales and St. Jane Chantal, who lived in . his

time, were seen the geims of those virtues which were after-

" wards- to make him so-glorious in the sight of (lod and men.
g '~ He had bu’ one desire, one steadfast ‘purpuse, to devote bimself




)

ek ‘
to God — to adore the Heart of Jesus and to honor Hi‘s

“Blessed Mother. At twelve years of age John Eundes was

allowed to make his ¥irst Communion: up to this time he was
of a delicate constitution, and was vnder the care- of a privat s
tutor, but now day by day his health became stronger, and, when
he had completed his fourteenth year, his parents mo longer
having any reason to fear the effects of study, sent him 10
the Jesuit College at Caen, There he was a model of .viftue to
all the students and “was distinguished for his fear of sin, his
docile obedience to his Superiors and his great attraction for
purity, prayer and charity, the virtues which were to.shine so
‘brightly in his after-life. He was remarkable for his tendei devo-
tion to the Blessed Virgin Mury, of whose Sodality he wus a fer-
vent member. '
John Eades went through his rhetoric and philosophy with
the greatest success. By the advice of a prudent director he resolv-
ed on embracing the ecclesiastical state, and having received ton-
sure entered the Congregation of the Uratory, a pious 'commnn:ty
of ecclesiasties, in which however no religious vows were taken,
"He received subdeaconship, Dee., 21rst , 1624. He was ordain-

ed deacon in the Lent of 1625, and in Dec.. of the same year ho -

received the holy unction of priesthood from Mgr. Boivin,

_ Bishop of Tarsus and . coadjutor of the Bis}iop\ of Avranches

Jobn Eudes had then -completed his 24th. year. As.his first

mass which was said on Christmas. rwht in a Chapel dedicated

"to the ‘Blessed Virgin Mary, he seemed to be quite filled with
God and with the holiness of the Sacrifice he was affering.
He was afterwards accustomed to say - ¢ We shou!d need
three eternities to say mass right- — the finst tq prepare
for it, the second to say it, and. the tmrd to mauke; our tb@nks-

- giving for it.” = i
Such was the instrumfient that God. in his mer Ly, and;ggodness
"chose as- the founder of a pious congregation, whose sole ob-

ject was to to be, the rcformation .of fallen women, — the
most necessary, the most noble, and *the most difficult




- work of charity that uxists. This was in 1641 and is thus beautifully -
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degeribed by. his biogxaphér; _

“In his various wanderings, Father Endes had often met -
with unfortunate beings, fullen angels whom_waut or passion had
east into the depths of depravity. . '

“Many of thew when they heard the priest’s words, longed to re-
turn from the paths of sin, for the greater their fault, the greater
tendernuss  and- compassion had he shown them, and kLe had
never failed to stretch out a helping hand to them. B}j.‘ he kaew
ihat the world is merciless, and casts aside those who have given
up domesticjoys to become its playthings; he felt that he had little
power to save these young women, whom his departurs would
le:_wé dustitute of shelter, support, and counsel; he saw that
want and mizery would again seize npon them, and plunge them
more hopelessjy into the abyss. Waifs and strays from the wreck,
the surges seemed to play with them for a while, and then dash
them aguinst the cruel rocks. ’ : . ,

“ At his request ~ome pious persons had received severai of these .
unhappy beings into their houses, but such anexpedient was attend-
ed with miany practicsl objections. Father Eudes was anxious
to place them' together under the same o0, und to kéep them
under the spcial direction of those who would undertake to bring
them back to a better lifs. The idea was guod butdifficult of
exocution, however God provided the mieans. : '

“A woman named Madeleine Lamy, who was herself in great

" poverty, had received some of thesre penitents into her lowly

.

" provided for their most pressing wants by means of alins

abode; she taught them o live according to the precepts of the
Gospel, endeavoured 10 enable them to earn their hread, and

which Father Eudes and other charilable persons placed in her
. “Une day Father Eudes went with M. de Boanieres aad M &
- Madame Blouet de Camilly to visit a church in the ne_ighbgur-
“hood. Magdeleine. Lamy. appeared suddenly before them, and ;Bus
adﬂj‘essed Father Eudes"comp_aniom;, “ Where are you guing Vi-

N
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siting churches, and adxﬁirjng holy pictures; youa think that this
is true piety? Far from i, this is not what you should be doing.
You should set to work and found a house for these pcor girls
who are being lost fur want of care and of a way of living.”

“ These simple but encigetic words made a great impression up.

on her hearers.  They began to consider how they could best satis-
fy her, and when ke retuined to the cisrge the day was gianed.
Cna of them undertaok to pay the rent of a hous», zvother to fur-
nish it: M. and Mdme, Camilly promised the fiod reyuired for
the snpport of the penitents. :

. “ A house near the Muliet gate, onposue the chapel of 8t. Gratien,
at Caen, was hirad : on the 25 th. ‘an'.lbu, {641, the penitents

~were installed there, and, with the aid of some pious women who had

consented to teke care of thisllittle flock, all wasso far arranged

“by the Sth of Deecmber, the foast of the Immaculate Coneeption,

that they began to keep enclogiie and to [cleerve Rules
drawn up by Father Eules,

« He often visited these poor girls, gave them instructions in
private, and endeavouted to provide tewporal assistance for them,
in order that they might acquire a taste. for a mode of life so
different from the one they had given up. Mgr. d’Angennes
approved of all that had been done, and gave permission for the
erection of a chupel in the house the spiritual direstion of which
was cntrusted to Father Eudes-

Such was th--miolest origin of the Order of Our Lady of Cha-
rity of tho "Gooud Stepherd.

Every gool work meets with erosses and’ contrahutzonb, and ’
it was not to be otherwise with the ( Congregation instituted by

Father Eudes. St. Francis of Sales however assisted anidt éncouraged

* him.and gave him from the Order hp ‘Hitnself Rail founded,

the Nuns of the Visitation, an ener"et ¢ woman, ' Mdther Patm

and several companions. Aided by these she put the. work on a .

solid footing, and when the infan* commumty was, able to take

caro of itself and had a competent superior to frmem it, she

“withdrew with her wpiritual daughiers to “her own' monastery
of the Visitation. Letters patent -of instilution were granted to
the new community by Mgr. Molé, Feb. 8. 1651. These letters

-
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were to serve as the rule und guide of future establishments,

The numnber of penitents constantly increasing rendered a larger
house necessary aad soon required several new foundations.

. -Long had Father Fudes and the good Sisters sighed for the

Papal approbation which would crown their' work.  Their -
desires were to be satisfied soomer tihan they ‘expecle&. .On

the 2nd. of Janiary 1666, the rvigning Pope, Alexander VIL

issuedd w Bull ecrecting the new Order, under the Rule. of St.

Augustin approviug the Constitutions drawn up by Father Eudes,

sad giving leave to add new reguiations, if necessary.

-Filled with joy and gratitude for su great a favour, the
Sisters - delayed 10t & moment their solemn cynsecration
to thé new work, and after several days spent in silence and
* prayer, théy devoted:themselves foi ever to God hy the three
usual vows of poverty; chastity and obedience adding a fourth

_ binding themselves to labour for the reformation of fallen
. women. Father Endes who had borne all the toil of the
foundation was filled with joy at the result of his labours,
Dow certain to be successful since they had the sanction and
the blessing of the Holy Father. :

He preached on :hat solemn occasion, and his words are t0o

beautiful and expressive, not to be inserted here. .

“ Speaking to you, my dear Sisters, [ would say. 0! daugh-
ters. -of the Sacred Heart' and of the Mother of Fair Love,.
_behold the long-expected day, the dsy on which you are_to
" renew your holy vows; do it with a Iargo heart, corde
‘wdgno et animo vilents,

. % You, like other nuns, will take the vows of poverty,
chastity, and obedience, but—you.will be distinguished - from
them 'by a fourth vow of labouring for the salvation of
souls purchased by the Precious Blood of the Son of God.
Remember, dear da.ughters, that this is the objet to which
you have devotd your lives, and that at the hour of death God
-will require of you an account of the manner m which you
have fulfilled this ohligation. Woe to the daughter of Our Lady
of Charity who has won mno soul to be presented Ly her.to
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God on thas duy !

“Think of this, my degy daughters jp Chrisg,
sttaded that You are absolutely beund to do I

md prayer, and akove all :he example of 5 holy life can.do to

" souls thyt He hae redeemed wih

ver he so unhappy ag to Beglect it, | now pray
with alj my hearg that our Hegyen]v

Speken of by Our Dijejy,
Savioar i the Gospel, which thouch being the smajicst of ad
xeedy 8Srew to Le 4. tree gny} apread jty br:snch'e.-z fur and wide,
S0 the Order o thet Sister, of Our Lady of Chuity, aréye
from such 4 begivning” iy be |, Poweiful raeons  of saivation
o thousundx, N0 only iy the W where “first established .
bt I alicess EVEIY part of the knows “world At the time
of the Freney -lievo}ut;on it had huuses m the tbliowin'g
:x';wus: 1t an‘ce, Caen, h‘ex;ges, ficiimgump. Vannns, 'l‘ours,
La Roehejjo and Parig,

Like aly tommunities iy ance, at
of Our Lady of “Charity suffor
8ay8 the illustrious 3. de
T¢COmmencs the Work to which 'revolutionary‘

them; deyoteq charity js oyqp ready to-begin its-works anew,
And in gy 1o sooner had thes

the old houseg Were opened . 483 and pew foundationg began
o 1} ;

this Pexiod, the Sjsters
ed geverg losses, « By, in vain”.
Montalambert, the spoilers co’nstantlj*

one by it since
began with Father Kugey

Toulouge, Le Mans, Blois, Montauban, Marsejlleg
Besancon, in France

i it were Possible |
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“for their adoptive daughters.
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' Toronto, Canada: Bilboa, :’Spain; Herefordshire, Englapd and

Loretto, Italy.
And now let us speak of comething that is most lntereqt%ng ; the

working ofthe Institute. And first as regards the dress of the

" Sisters. Asa mark of devotion to the Blessed Virgin, who is thg

Patroness and Mother of the Institution, and in order.to keep the
symbol of purity constantly before the nuns, their dress is white

- even to the shoes. The choir’ sisters only, wear black veﬂs to

rem:nd them eccnsiantly. that they must pray and do 'pepance
; g .

Over the heart inside of the habit, is a eross worked in blue,

‘worn as a remembrance of the passion of Christ and of the dnties

they have taken upon them, The habit, scapular and long
white cloak are all blessed on entering the novieiate. The
nons wear hung at the -right side, s large ivory Rosary,

"and arovnd th: meck, asilver heart two inches long, blessed on
the 'day of profession. Omn oune side of this heart is the figure of

the Blessed Virgin with the Infant Jesus, surrounded by wreaths

-of,roses and hhes, on the other side are enfrraved the words,

«VIVE JESUS ET MARIE.” The band on the forchead and
the wimple encircling. the frce and neck of each Sister are of
iinen ;- all the other garments ara wollen.

_ As the chief occupation ¢f the nuns besides pmyer, isto
reform those who have strayed from the path of virtue, the novi-
ces are carefully traired in thiir duties towards the penitents: The
principle of the sisters i to unite firmness with genfleness in
their treatment of these poorstray sheep. It was written of one
of their earliest Superioresses, Mother Mary of The Holy Trinity,
“ gantleness was her rule even with the most refractory penitents,

: and by it she sion won their hearts* The penitents.are always

called by the sweet name of “ children,  and in respect for her feel-
ings esch one is given a name different from that which shé bore
in the world. They are never al]owed to speak to one anothe' of
their relatives or of their past life. --

Oxxe who visited a Monastery of the Sisters of Our Lady of
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~ Charity speaks thus of what hesaw, and as the rule is practically
the same in every bouse of the Oxder, to speak of one is to speak of
all.

“The first class which we visited was that of the Preservation,
composed of young girls, who had not given opem scandal, but
whose position had been such as to expose them to great.
du.nger. They are cumplele.y separated 1ici tue penitents, and

are -divided into classes according to their age.

¢ The secoud division of the establishment ixset apart for women

.. who had forsaken the path of viitue, .apd who have entered

the house by their own free will, if of age, or have been
sent there by their relations, if minors. ‘ )

““ They are called Penitents, and are divided inte different
classes, according to the greater or less guilt of their previous
life and their conduet ufter admission. The remedies in the
case of these wounded souls consist for prayer, silence and. fre-
quent coofession, and above all, gentls guidance and super-

| vision. These poor ereatures, who have ociten previousiy been

treated with great harshuess, find themselves sll atonce sur-
rounded with a care and consideration quite new to them, und
many are filled with grief when the mowment comes tor Jeaun
this place of protection.

“The Sisters who have care of the classex are the only-
ones who. hold communication with the penitents They -never
leave them alone by day or n:ght their cells commandinga com-
plete view of the dormitory of the Penitents. -

“ A number of the rescued ‘women, fearful of their own
‘weakness, beg to remsin for ever in the Asylum. These form
the class of Perseverance or Magdalens. They are all clothed in

" black, and wear acrucifix on the breast;-eud a rosary at ‘their
side their calm, an& peaceful countenances .bespeak. the grace,
of Christ which reigns In their hearts and their heavenly lives
are theblessed fruits of the fourth vow imposed by Father Eudes.

« Many, we were told, are highly favoured by God, their. souls,
like those: of Magdalen and Thais, arv flooded by torrents of grace,

i
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Such spiritval mimeles are of constent occurence in these
blewsed abodes; from the height of heaven, Father Eudes seems
vy his intercession to obtain moral reformations in cases that
might well be deemed hopeless by the world. “ The most
perverseé are won, ” - said the Very .Reverend Mother
Superior, “  as soon a3 we cau prevail on . them to seek
‘the intercession of our kevered Founder and Father. *

These difterent classes sre under the patronage of diflerent
Saints, who like these poor penitents had once been great- sinners,
such us St. Mary Magdulen, St. Marguret of Cortona, 8t. Mary of™
Egypt, 5t. Augustin. Thus the highesy class, those who have Tesol-

- ved w spend ther-whole Lives in penance, spoken of as being in
the ciass of Perseveranee s nuned aiter St. Mary Magdalen. Those
who have only lately lety the world and the seene of their crimes, be-
iung to the cluss of St Pelagia ; shus hey ail bhave a patronessin
teaven who knows the trials and struggles of their poor hearta.
Moreover each ” child” of the Magdalen class bears s religious
uame, as Magdalen of the Seven Dolours, Magdalen of the Crown
uf Luorns, These good creatures lead lis es of extraordinary penanes
and ; prayer, yét for obvious reasons, no matter how pious s
pénitent may become, no mafter what talent, rank or fortune
she may have possessed, she can bever Lé received 2 member of

_ the Uommunity, of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd. On this point
Yhe rule kuows no exeeption,

""We spoke of the piety of those penitents who are so des.
pised by the woiid and yet so dear to God. A few examples ot
their edifying lives and consoling deaths will not be out of place here. .
Those whom we shall mention have all psssed from this world to
the next within the last six or seven years. This record is
taken from the Chronicle of one of the Monasteries', and was
Bever intended for ether e eyes than those of the. Slsters oi Qur
1ady of Chanty.

* « But of the sheep in the fold, what shall we say? Does the

Shepherd know themt Do they know Him ? Are they faithfulto

fiy to. Him. for protection when. the raging wolf comes to devonr
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them? These are interesting queries. That the ' Good Shepherd
knows and loves the Sheep, for whom He has left behind the
nimety nine; who nevet strayed, to'seck the lost one, we have a
proof in ‘their miraculous conversion from a life of sin, from .-
which it would seem the Good Shepherl drawsthem Himself,
“takes them by the hand, and leads them into His pasturage. -‘nd
they in their turn know the Shepherd’s voice, by their. Jaily
Laass, their life of prayar, their assiduity in attending religious in-
struction ; yes, and obey him too, by avoiding strifes and contests
‘end all thet is contrary tc the law ‘of ~God. Thoigh' these
poor erring omes are mot without faults, they ate mrely of a
cericus mature. And it is a baim to our heatts and a Leavenly
compensation for our Jabours smongst them, to see them perse- -
vering inspite of the constant sirugzle between natute and giace,
in which they have to diag their weary limbs over the stomy-soil
of penance, on their way to the golden fields of the eternal ‘pastu-
rage. Tha majority are anxious to persever: in a life of Iabour and
retirement, fearing the danger they would be exposed to if they -
returned to the world. Thus thay know the Good Shepherd and
He knows them, and anxious to fiy to Him for protection
from the ravening wolf who goes about seeking whom ke
may devour, they enter into the Socety of the Children of
Mary, whois the Help of Christians and the Mothes of poor
strayed souls. A Retreat is girea to them every year, preparatory
to the feast of their holy Patroness, St. Mary Magdalen. It is
generally conduacted by_a son of St: chlinic. last year it was
preached by Rev. Bryan O’Dwyer, an Oblute of Mary Tmmacculate,
If this good priest had gone into the heart of each, to learn its
dispositions, trials, and temptations, so as afterwards to adapt his
discourse and make- it suitable for all, he could not have suc-
ceeded better. Pray, our very dear Sisters, that the seed of the di-
vine word dropped into their hearts may yield fruit & hundred

fold.

[

« Since our last circular, four of ouf dear children have
boen we hope; sately landed on the'share of eternity. The first
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called to receive her just reward was ‘Winifred, who had spent
thirteen years in atoning for h-r past 'transgre.ssions. Though
of an irritable disposition, ste had many redeeming qualities,
Notwithstanding the weakness of her constitution she applied
herself to her vork with an energy that never flagged, 2nd in fact
she never gave up till the ton months preceding her death;
when she repaired tothe Inﬁrmdr‘y w }mh she was destined never

- ©3 leave till carried to the silent tombh. Althoufrh this poor child
through human frailty often stumbled-in her path, yet. she never
forgot that she had entered the House to do penance. The 1elwlous
placed over her often admired that spirit of virine which cansed

“her to fly the worldly conversations of the new comers, snd led
her equally to disapprove of every word and act which she consi-
dered unbecoming in a house of penance. And what was still
more remarkable, she was singularly siccere, upright, and truth- -
ful. On her entering the Infimary« her lungs being seriously at-

© tacked) her Mistress thought proper to rémind her of the uncer-
tainty of life. Ah! Mother, she replied guite calmly, you need

tot fear for me, I wi:l not d:e until $t. Joseph's month; which
prediction was literally fulfiiled. Now this poor child was about, to,
receive the reward of her lif2 of persevering penance. She had
been in carnest during the deys of her poor strength,” she was still
more <o in preparing for her last end, which was close at hand -
* &s we-live, so shull we die.” The mornipg of the day she died’
Saturday 15 th. March, she seemed, with that keenness of vision
which some so:1ls have st their approach to the invisible world, to
foresee her last hour, for when the Mistress, after making her round
of visits in the Inﬁrmary, came to her, she said, “ Mother I will

die. this evening.” And she did die that evening, and a beautiful,
edifying éeath it was. She fell into her - agony at 3 o‘clock P. M.
Imuedaately the toll of the bell summmoned her companions to the
Infirmary, who with some of the Religious remained with her till
she breathed her last. She answered the prayers and aspirations -
made for her, as long as she was able. About a kalf hour before
she died, she looked as if she wanted somfething. The infirmarian

¢
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strivi mg to mterpret her looks and the signs she made, saw her eyes
fixed on the white veil whxch as a child of Mary, she used to
wear when communicating. The Infirmarian put it pn hpr head,
and the dying child, summoning the little strength that remained,
arranged it on her head after her own fashion, then her face lit
up with a smile and gazing on her medal of the children of
Mary she seemed to say, “nowI am, furpished with arms to
fight my last bittle.” It was while a Religious who stood haside
her, recited these words, ¢ Depirt Christian soul ” that she calmly

breathed her last
“ At that moment, in another bed, in the same apart-
ment | Infirmary it could nat be called ! Iay Julia, who for
seventeen long years had been ian invalid and whose only desire
“was to be dissolved and to be with Christ. She bad entered ‘quite
young, but after a short time she had thoughts of returning to the
world, which she would hive done, if God had not mercifully
deprived her of health, and from henceforth she was destined
“to be on tha cross to which the most acute sufferings fastened her.
Never to enjoy freshness of haalth, often to be prostrate on a Fed
of sickness, was Julia s’ portion during mauy long years. Wher
this poor chuld extered, she was completely ignorant of the truths
of our holy religion, that {hare was a God she know, her knowl-
edge did not extend much- further. Her teroper too  Was unre-
strained and her tonwwe Rippant, therefore the work of her con-
version would have been of siow growth, had she not baen thrown
into the crucible of suiferiixg, in which her sou! was puriti=d from
every secret particle of ~in :nd ail that was fiery in her nature was
“subdued. But gracs triumphed, she became a true penitent and gave
grezt satisfactich to thuse pluced over her. She was u constant

example to her companions of unalterab'e patience, under long
and cruel sufferings. Occasionally, thero were intervals during .

which Julia rallied a litls, and was able, to make herself use-
ful by do'ng some needlework. She wa: several times at the gates
of death, so that her life of penance had glided by in expectition
of it. For many years she had desircd and prayed that st her

O o Y b el mh e
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death bed there might be a priest to console her and to pray
~ for her. Her prayer was heard. Had she died at any otner hour,
" than mass-time, it would have been almost animpossibality. to get
onep the chaplain living at some distance. But God would not
refuse the humble prayer o oficn addressed to Him; therefore
.1t was His most holy will that her agony should come on whilst '
the Commnunity Mass was be.ng celebrated, after which the
good priest hurried to her side, and never left her till her spirit
had barst its bouds and she stood fazess face, with her B/’ngpr.

' ‘“Last year. two of the Magdalens, Mary Catherine
and Rose were summoned to meet the:r Judge. Like the two
former, thoy had passed severa! years in the Asylum.  Mary
Latheune had been left an crphar. in her tenderest years, and
wes given in charge to an aunt who lived n the country,
with whom she remained till her fiftcenth or sixtecnth year.
But, uvfortunately for this poor child, she heard some one
speuking of the city of... of its beauty, its size snd of all ke
fine sighis to be'seen in it. . Dazzled by this seductive des
cription she fled from her aunt and went to......... only to find ber
ruin.  DPoor bird, once caught in the net Jaid to ensnare her, sho
mude no «fiott to disentangle  her<elf, but rather wound round
and round her the <ruel meshes ot sin, sorrew and despair. After -
.eading for sume time a sinful life, chance threw in her way
somv{’ ond person, who advised herto enter wm Asy lum, and
almost without kuo.vmfr it, stili less desiring it she found her:

_self (hrect-mg her steps towards the Asylum, into which she waus
received. She was as wild asa deer, and much tact was nacessary
_to wanage her, yet tinvugh all her failings it was discernible that
the head morve than the heart wasat fiult. But, alas for poor human
frailty ! Illness obliged her to be sent to the hospital; and sad to
relate the first use she made of the return of health, was to piunge
herse:ffanew into the abyss of sin. Then wers veritied in her the
words of our Divine Lo:d on the relapsing sinner, her lust state be-
came Worse than the first, For three years she led a most wicked

 life, but one Christmas .norniﬁg in a maudlin state she entered
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a Church Ju t a5 Mis ws about to be celebrated. The hghtc

the flowers, the straias of sacred music which floated round her,
the throng of pious worshipers, formed a strange contrast ‘to
her own wretched self, recalling to her the bitter rexriem}_)rance
of the time when she too, once young and innocent, had knelt
before the altar and offered her férvent prayers to God. It wasa
moment of mercy; a ray from the light of grace descended upon
her soul, and’it touched a chord in her poor, faded, dried up
heart, and a sound came, forth. and « cry, and ste who had not
piayed for many weary days, turned to the Good Shepherd and

said 1o Him, with all the earnestness of a remorseful soul: Q. God ’

am I to live this way for ever? Oh! take me from this life of sin.”

" But she had not strength to-break her sinful chains herself, it was

necessary thai the Divine Mercy should snap them uasunder.
At a Jate hour one night, a cabman was driving a gentleman pas-
senger through the streets of.... suddenly the cab stoppri, it had
struck against some obstacle which lay on the pavement. The gen-
tleman and his driverg got down to see what it was. What was their
borror to find the body of & woman in a state of ebriety, this woman
was the unfortunate Mary Catherine. To lift her into the cab,
drive her home,.2nd have ali done for her that her unhappy state
required, was the work of the humane cah-man. But he did not
stop there, he called to see Hor the mext day, and .so effectually

; Teasoned With her as to prevail ¢n her to permit him to drive her

to the Asylum, which she entered never to leave again. She returned
a shadow of her former/self, carrying with her the germs of a con-—

| .
sumption which was destined seven years later to cut the thread

of her frail existence. Mary Cathenne entered into herself, turned
to God and firmly ‘resolved to spend the Yyears that remained to her
of life in expiation of her formet wanderings And we are convine-
ed that her life of labour, her*fidelity to the rules. of the House,
ber respect and obedience to those placed over her have been amply
recompensed by Him who lovesan humble and a contrite heart:
She spent the two years preceding her death in the Inﬁrmary,

and up to the last, edified those arvund her by her geutleness and .

[l
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pisty She bore all her sufferings with invincible patience snd in .

. & perfect spirit of the most sincere repentance, acknowledging

them to be far less than her sins deserved, and awaited with joy
the moment when hersoul, disengaged from her body, should enter
into the possession of eternal bliss. It is a remarkable fact that -
almost all our poor pevitents, ncw in eternal rest, have had
in their dyinz moments, the greatest confidence in the ﬁrotet_:—
tion of thegreat St. Joseph. Mary Catherine hada little statue
of 8t. Joseph, it was to her a treasure valued most highly. she
hagged it as a miser does-his gold. She .kept it with her night acd
day, and requested that it might be buried with her. May we not
hope, very dear Sistors, that the great Sr. Joseph repaid the

‘tender devotion of this poor child, and that when she breathed

fier last, it was his office in union with her- Angel Guardian, to
conduct her soul crowned with the laurels of victory, and present
heras a radiant trophy ransomed by the Precious Bloud. ,
“Rose was the last one sursmoned to eternity. She had been twen-
ty five years in the Asylum. Of a volatile and capricious pature,
she was attracted by the world, 2s a moth is by the flames of
a candle. Her mistresses found it difficult at first to retain
her in the house; but after sometime the temptation to leave
vanished and -left her in pesce for the remainder of her Tife.
However, as she was never perfectly -contented; | it might be
said that she was pever happy; and such was hor’ dispsition
that when she had no Teal cross, she made imaginary ones for
herself: so, dear Sisters, it will bb very easy for youn fo
suppose that shs gave her mistresses occupation. Being superior
to the gemerality of the penitents, and delicately constituted,
ghe was usuallj' employed at needlework,Ain' which she ex-

" celled. Rose wos a very clovar woman and could do . every

thing. Yotwithstanding the varied and unceasing mental tempests
in ‘which her life was passed, she -always attended to her work

‘and Mhexy-, prayer, Poor Rose! she ‘wotked well and she prayed.

well; and were not these two -very good points in her cha-
racter? Her death was caused by a complication of diseases. It
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was humiliating too, as she was unable to stir hand or fuot. For

a long time, the old spirit of pride strcve to gain* the mastery; |

she found it difficult to accept — hard to endure.’ The cross of
fancy had made way for the real cross, with the thorns, the lance
and the nails. But, at last grace gained the victory, and she sub-
mitted to be nailed to the.cross, and accepted death with all -the
pains and humiliations that accompanied it. She too had a -great
davotion to the dear St. Joseph, and used to say his office every

« Wednesday, for the giace of a happy death. It was her desire, that

she might die on 8 Wednesday, and this faver was granted her,
through the interceasion of the Saint whom she invoked with so

"much love and confidence, for it was on a Wednesday that she

calmly expired, with every sentiment of smcere FOTTOW for her past

offences, and ardent desives to be united to her God.

“Since we hégan the varration of the edifiying deaths of our
adopted children, one more has been ijee'd from the burden of mor-
tality, and hes entered, we trust, the portals of unending bliss.

“ This poor creature’s death is 4 source of sweet consolation to as
when we consider from what misery she had bzenresened. Oh! if
she had died outside, how far different her end might have been,
and now we hope her name is inscribed in the buok of the Elect.
Little is there to be s2id, save that some months ago, she came
our gates.in the last state of poverty and wretchedness She wus
received into the fold, and shortly after by the holy Sacrament of
Penance, hersin stained soul was purified from all its offences, and
in the Holy Cuommunisn ¢h: was folded inthe embraces of the
Gaod Shepherd who gave her the sweet kiss of peace and reconci-
liation. This poor child was'yuiet, tractable, and docile. Though

. f:om her entrance she séemed in bad health, yet it was onl y a few

days hefore her death that she lay down on the bed from which
she was never to rise again. The Doctor being called in, declaied
her in a perilons condition, and although he apprehended no im-
mediate danger, yet he deemed it advisable that she should receive

. the last sacraments, which he thought would be time enough ' the

following dsy. But, alas! for the fallacy of human judment, the

.
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next day’s setting sun gilded the room in which Mary Augustine
lay cold and rigid iu the icy embrace of death. For the next morn-
ing, there came « sudden change which the experiericed recogni-
zed as the touch of the Destroyer. The priest was summoned 'in
ail\hasie, he came quickiy and gave her all the rites of our holy
Cburch.  After which he went to say the community mass,
and as the Sacrifice was completed, the lot of Mary Augustine
was decided for eternity — she had passed away.

“ Turning.from the sheep in the fold, we cast our eyes on the
lambs in the Reformatory. They tow, have been to.n from the
wolf who sought to de. our them, and placed under our‘éare ; and
though not so dear to us as those for whom we heve been f. un-
ded, we know thut & few words about them wiil nob‘be unj 1-
teresting to you. The ¢ children “ in the Reformatory aré in
general very satisfactory; they are laborious, obedient and res-
pectful to there superiors. The first anl prineipil earé” of their
mistress, our e:teemed Sister is 1o umke them good christians,
by endeavouring to roct out of their Learts those vicious in- -
clinations resulting fiom early swglect and bad training And
as bad habits strongly resist tha best efforts made to eradicate them,
youa can understand, very dear Sisters, what an ardl.ous task
ir imposed on our- dear beloved Sister in charge. The “ children™
get a good. plain educatiun, suited to their condition as the ser-
vants or workwomen of a future day. They are taught needle work
in its various bra-ches; particularly pléin sewing of ev very kind,
- -ghirt makiag, :;low m.kmg, ete. They are also formed to house-
hold and farm work in their various depa: :tments ,and above all to
order and cleanliness.- The greater numbor of these little ones leave
“our sehool, thoroughly ref_'ormc.d, and ¢ en the exceptignecary away
with them the good seeds of instruction, and examplé, whieh later
on bud forth and’ produce solid fruits of amendment. One of
our girls had lived several yearsin the world as a servaht and by
her good concuet had reflected much credit on her former trainers,
. but falling into bad health and having no Onub(-]onfrmnr to her, our
good’ Mother thinking xu would be a"reat act of charity and bring
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2 blessing on the house to 31vo hera sheltir ; ook her back into the .
» Refdrmatory. She linzered on, thrae or four yaars, durmng  which
tims she was smployed at- glove making; but a4 last death eame
to claim his Prey and she djed indeed a holy death, blessing
and praising God for His marey towards her, and thanking her
8ood mothers for the kindness they had exercised in her regard.
‘ Who can read without emotion; thig simple narrative of

the mercies of the Savior to those whom the worlq despises ang -

whom Jegug Teceives with Joy and Places near His "Visgin,
Spotless Mother; for beneath His cross on Calvary, stoed Mary
His ,Mothex; and  His beloved Disciple, St. John, both ep.’
blems of purity and innocepce, but thera stood. also, the once
sinful Mary Mégdgxlen, Dow o0 dear to . the Heart of Jesus,
Tepresenting the myriads of sinfyl souls who wepn t3 bs reg
. cued by the Pracious Blood of Her Divi'ne Master.

‘ Philanthrophists and well-meaning mep anxions for the
breservation of public morals, in their attempts to blot oit that
terrible stain on society, — the sotial cvil, qlwaysl_ximagine when
uot guided by the trye light of the Gospel, .that fepx‘essive
Mmeasures, laws, ang siriet enforcement of laws by the police
€D PUt 2 stop to erime, . S

From time to time these men zealons Jor punlie morality;
-toavene meetings to taka action ¢n thig subject, speeches’ are
- made, the police are hlamed for being lax- iﬁ their duty, apq

Some one or other - jg censured, thep :Here‘ isia sudden
outburst of zua] in enfprcing the law, the flirelliﬁgs\\\ of thess T

unfortunate’ creatures are invaded, the linates gre scattered, - \

ed greatures return’ aggin to° their haunts of vice aud leag the .
same. lives s bafore, Why was theps 20 good 'res'ul‘t,‘at_léast N &
BO result of any consequence, from this severe action of the E
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suthorities? Why 1 Because the evil was not attacked with the
proper weapons. Uudoubtedly, the law can do a certain amount -
of good but it cannot do ali-it can oaly help. The evil is
& moral one, it is the neart, thut is at fault, aud the Holy
Scripture tells us “ L the hund of Godis the heart of man"
It is God then, it is 1eligion a.one that can reaeh the heart
and heal it: the heart unce hmlul, vice is at an ead. We
do not try to stop physicsl eviis by moral remedies: When
the Miasiésipi overflows its bunks no one ever dreams of
using ihoral suasion to persuade the river to returmio its
oidicary bed. Why thon expect that physical rem:dies, ~uch as
brate force can put s stop to a morl ewil, Ii muy no doubt
now and then prevent such or such a crime but it canuot
. reach the source and cure the vvil at the fountain head, the
- corrupt heart. Kepressive legal mhirasures are ceitainly most -
usetal, but they must he pot only vindictive but medic:inal; iu’
other words, -while they punish those who thus offend against
public morals, the punishmweut shouid be sach as may lead to
the complete reformation of the olfender. How can this be
done? By enabiing these poor unfortunate creatures, many of
whom would gladly give up a life, of which they are tired
and which they mever loved, to {ind a shelter, a fome, where
by honest work they may support themsolvesand mo be the
objgétu of hatred to God and of scom to men which they are
at present.  Too ofter,” aiss! in many monasteries, have the
" Bisters' of the Good: Shepherd, been. obliged to lst poor
‘ péxiitents go back into tke world, where a thousard dungers -
awaited theu' weak hea,mx, because, the fu ds_of the kouse iuw

:] insaifl cxcnt, $: ere was no meane of ke5.pxhg them i in, the Asylim
: Qught pot th.se whom Divine Providence has called to aid in the

government of States — uught they not eonsider before Gud, zrd
N ask themselves, how can they best jrevent erime; how can ihey
' ptta stop to the fearful deluge of immorality, which flocds the
" world at'the preseut day ? Were some of thcse lerge sums of Loney

now set apart for eostly femals pyisons,. and for high sala-
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ries 1o a host of prison officials, devoted to the providing of
asylums for'those poor crea.ures] where they might retire when
the time of their punishment would be over, or "v’c;h,ither under
certain circumstances they might hava the option of guing instead
of being sent to prison; would not the result be highly beneficial
to the nation at large? At Jeast it is an experiment” well worth
trying, sund since private charity, although so restricted, eun do

so much §ood, how much moré could be done if State aid were:
to supply What private charity i3 unequal to. -
What a difference there is to those poor fallen. women, be-

tween the cold walls of a prison ecell, which only ivcreaze their
rags and make ‘them bhats the unfeelirg world that sent themn
there, and the plain white-washed walls .of the Asylum which
speak to to their heart, for tiiereor they behold the Crucifix that

reminds them of Chnst whom they have offended, the image -

_of that Mother in heaven who prays for them though all their
relatives on earth have rejected them; the pictures of the Saints

who were once sinners as they are, and yet gained heaven by se-
vere pepance, as they thonid strive to do. Even that colored
print representing asheep in thn wilderness caught by ita wool in
some brambles, which pierce and hut it, while the charitable
Good Shepherd who has just found His lost and loved sheep
gently dis:ngages it, goes straight to their hearts, those hearts
which have passed through so much sorrow, passion, agony
and guilt. How it says to them more plainly then woids could say
“Come to me. all y» who are burthened snd heavily laden and
I will refresh you.” '

‘What a difference too, betwean thé stern harsh voice of &
'matron,ordering No: 25 to be punished severely for some breach
of prison discipline and the kind reniomstrance of the Sister
reminding ber dear * child,” of Jesus~Chiist who died for ker,
asking her not to offend Him anew by dJisobedierice? Which
of the two w111 the soonmer reach the heart of that' poor out—
cast, for after ‘all the most obdurate person has a heart and
there is’ 3 way- ‘to reach it %
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In the Home provideld for them, these peuitonts ar~ never
allowed to be idle. There are stated hoursin the dy for re-
Creation, at other times they work in silence. Occupation of
every useful kind is afforded: them. Many are engrged in the
laundry, drying and ironing 100ms, and rome in the tields & guden.
Others, who bave a taste for it are taught plain and fancy sew—
ing ; some make gloves; others, artiticinl fowers; inthe Monastary at
Ottawa is a priuting piess; where bouks relating to the’ com—
munity are -printed; in a word, th: nambar of bi anchas taught de-
pends on the pumber :nd 1alents of the it mates. -

Besides the industiial vesupitivns, they have catechetical
instructions, spiritual reading in comnmon. .from seme heok suit-
ed to their condition: morning and night prayer, the hearing
of Holy Mass and the reception of tha Ssranents of Penanes
and the Biessed Eucharist at different times, acco ding to the dis-
positions of each ome. When sick, th:y receive the utino-t care
and sttention from the Nuns themselves in ths Infirmary of the Asy
lum, everything is done to ease thoir saferings and to restore them
to health as speedily as possible. Should: thare be no prospect of
recovery, then the mo 4 motherly car. is lavished upon them, to
make their declining hdurs happy and to prepuare them to mest the
Judge of the livinz and the dead, Josus Christ whom they offend-

-ed in years past, but whom they have for a long while loved and

gerved most faithfully. No wovder that their last moments are filled
with consolatiotiand heavenly juy, feeling that the time of suftering
and - trial is over and that the reward is near at hand.

Since the foundution of the monastery of Ottawa, April 3rd

1866, four hundied and fifty five penitents,and two hundred and

seventy destitute children in danger of sin, have been received into
the Asylum. XNearly -all these peniteots and childien had to be
prepared for their First Communion and Confirmation, while

twenty received the Sacrament of Baptism. Forty fivé of these

penitents became \l'wdalens, thirty were respectably married and
and of the others by far thegreater nuwber are doing well. During
these ieam, five M*agdule\ns, eight Penitents and four destitrte
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' Chxldren were called to their heavenly -reward.
‘Who will say that the Corumunity of the Sisters of Our Lady of :
- Charity has not been called by God: te do a noble woik of devo-
tedness and ‘has not been singularly blesed in doing it ? Who will )
Bot pray fervently to God for the . poor lost Sheep so dear to
Him? Where is the heart so hard, as not to be moved to generosity,
at the sight of the devotedness of these Nuns of the (iood Shep-
herd and the thought of the many sins prevented by their exer-
- tions, aidel by the g:ace of God ¢ -
Whero is the Christian who does not feel, if Le give of his
woildly goods to help an undertaking so great, so noble, so pleas- '
ing to Jesus-Christ and His Blebsed Mother, that when his last hour
comes He will hear the iv.ncx. of our sweet Saviour in his heart, say-
ing “ Come. blessed of my Father, possess the Rungdom prepared
for yoy — For I was hangry, and you gave me to eat: [ was shirsty
and you gave me to drink: I was homeless and you sheltered me.”
“ But Lord ” - will that Christian say, *° when did [ sse thee
- hungry and fed thee; thirsty and gave thee to drink? Or when did
I see thee homeless and sheltered thee?”
Ifow sweet ! How consoling tho answer; &
« Amen I say to you, as long as yoa did it to one of thewo
my lsast brethren, you d°d it unto me. ” 8, Mitr. XXV. 34 40.




'THE FALLEN ONES.

( Written by an Insln Jesuit ; first appeared in a Dublm Magazine
_ in 1875.)

.

Have we then no tears to shed ?
Are our hearts seared or dead,
Humankind, womankind saved from the snare,
Shall we cru.sh the fallen reed
Sisters with all their need, 9
., Hideously, piteously, crazed with despau'

Alas! they are a.shameless set,
Baut are ye blameless yet ? -
Bhghtmg them, slighting' them, cankenng thexr youth
Forget not who spurn them now—
Many’s the burning vow

Winningly, sinningly stole them from tmth.

A deeply degraded lot, /
Abject and aided’not,
Weary hearts, dreary hearts lost to fau' fame.
Unpitied ills harden them--
Bless God and pardon them—
, Healthy folks, wealthy folks spotless in name.

Ignoble and low ’tis true,
Blotting our social view,
Paining us, straining us ¢’en with their sight.
But think ye displaging them,
. Serves for effacing them— .
Hiving them, driving them far from the light.

Oh! what’s to become of them 1
Try to save some of them,
Healingly, feelingly shaping their days,
Afford them a biding place,
Home, not a hiding place— ,
Readily, steadily, teaching God’s ways.




’Tis blindly debasing them,
Houselessly chasing them.
Rushingly, crushingly crowded i sin,
Beware ! "1's a crying curse
When the bad fly to worse ;
Are they all past recall ? Who sees within ?

Woe sme! There are glaring ones,

Frenzied and darmg ones,
Tearlessly, fearlessly, reckless of hate ;

But more are forlorn ones,

Famished and torn ones, .
‘Whiningly, piningly, mourning their fate.

Did each her dark wrongs unfold,
 Well might our blood run cold !
Love believed, love deceived, anguish and wrath
Sad mothers bemoaning them
Brothers disowning them,
Cast away, fast they stray down by sin’s path.

Not harshly abusing them,
No, nor ill using them,
Maddening Some, saddening some, makes them amend.
Instruct.them to pray instead,
Earning pure daily bread,
Bear with them, share with them ! 1 God will befriend.

Poor outcasts—for peace they sigh,

Suare ’twere release to die
‘Who shall say, such as they, mercy ne’er found ?

T’were hard all their Wwoes to tell.

Christ alone knows it well ; )
Judge no more ! once before He wrote on the ground.

C.T.K.




