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annual report /

or THE

MONTREAL

WORKING MEN'S MUTUAL BENEFIT
AND

Eiirotos' & Spans’ Irotriiimt Sudds

The annual meeting of this Society was 
held m the Mechanics’ Institute on Monday 
evening, 31gt March. There 
number of members present.

In consequence of the unavoidable absence 
of the President, Mr. A. W. Ogilvie, he sent 
the following brief address, which was read 
by the new President, Mr. James W 
Thompson :—

Gentlemen,—In introducing to you the 
business of the evening, I am very glad to 
be able to express to you the pleasure it 
gives me in coming here to-night to preside 
at this your sixth annual meeting and I 
have good reason I think, to congratulate 
the members present on the continued good 
management and the great prosperity which 
has attended your efforts hitherto. I am 
glad also to have this opportunity of ex
pressing to you my continued and increas
ing conviction of the soundness of
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foundation on which the Society is laid, 
and I heartily rejoice with you in the 
prosperous condition the Society’s affairs 
are in, as will be shewn by the various 
reports which will be submitted to you 
to-night, and as I may not have the oppor
tunity again, at least for some time, of pre
siding at your meetings, it might not 
be out of place for me on this occasion 
to offer a word or two on the advan
tages and the great amount of good 
done by the Society since it formation. 
The Society was organized on the 8th April, 
1867, six years ago, with a comparatively 
small number of members, which has been 
increasing gradually, till we have now on 
the register in the neighbourhood of 280 
members of good standing—during which 
period there has been paid for sick allow
ances to members, hile nable to work, 
the sum of $1,22 46. here have been
five widows and nine orphans receiving 
bent fits, the former at the rate of $! .50 per 
week, and the latter at the rate of 25 cents 
per week, amounting altogether to $1,- 
076 07, and for funeral expenses there have 
been paid $530.00, and those only whose 
misfortune it has been to require this aid 
can best testify to the amount of good which 
has been accomplished in this way. I have 
had the opportun ty ot comparing the dues 
of this society with those of the best or
ganized societies of this kiud in England, 
and I find that the monthly 
nient of 45 cents,
the members a sick allowance of $3.00 
per week, is about 10 cents less than the 
monthly dues of those English societies,

pay-
which secures to
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C 5 )
paid by members of average age who re

which is equivalent to nf our money. And, noticing îhjs fact ft h 
almost remarkable how successful we have
been thug far, seeing that it ia neeessarv in 
England to pay higher dues than”“57 £
?n are*rUCr8 Wh-re benefit societies hk^ 
failvref T “7 /D8taDces Proved to be
iïiïtyl Sw» ^

ZZy0Vhï neCeR8it-V of ^crelsingmembership to a still greater extent, and x>
of thVeerfiyoeiPrrtUnity °f Pre8sinK the claims 
of the society upon your friends, thereby

advan dng ST per8onaI benefit andadvanomg the welfare of others. I would 
remind you also of the privilege you have
of the rh°f °Ur8i8,ter societies in this city, 
well !e 1Ch Contains 3"5 volumes of
VOU hele f aad US6fUl WOrkR. anfi to which 

hv®f[ee accef at a«y monthly meet-
elves ar,H fh?.a free libmry “mong your- 

selves, and that is more than this great city
of Montreal can boast of. y

During the six years the Society has been
m existence, there has been paid also the
Rum of $105 56 by this Society to the libra-
$88<1 fiî> « ri°f physician’s services,Lt62\ZV°r the workinK expenses of 
the Society the sum ot $1,060.07. For the
same period the total Receipts from all
8°ivrhave am°unted to $8,645.76 of 
which $25 were for the library fund ; $826 36 
have been realized from concerts and excur
sions and $7,794.4C< were received from the 
members being for dues and honorary 
members subscriptions ; and surely when
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( 6 )

sums of money like these are circulated by 
institutions of this kind, it must produce a 
healthy influence, not only on the members 
of the Society, but on the community at 
large.

The following were elected office-bearers 
for the year 1873 :—

President—-Tames W. Thompson.
1st Vice-President—John Boyd.
2nd Vice-President—0. T. Christie. 
Treasurer—Warden King.
Secretary—Hugh A. Bain .
Assistant Secretary—John Field. 
Financial Secretary—David C. Tabb 
Assistant Financial Secretary—William 

Moore.
Trustees—Alexander McGibbon, Gilbert 

Scott, A. W. Ogilvie.
Auditors—Charles Alexander, Alexander 

Walker, George A. Sargent.
Honorary Solicitor—Edwd. Carter, M.P.,

Q.C. /v
Library Committee—Wm. Greig, Chair

man ; Henry S. Couper, John Lawson. Wm. 
T. Bostock, Librarian.

Stewards .
St Ann’s Ward West, Roderick Kell.
Pt. Ann’s Ward East, William Ross.
St. Antoine Ward, James Wright 
St. Lawrence Ward, Robert Inglis 
St. James' Ward. William King.
St. Louis Ward, H. S. Couper.
St. Mary’s Ward, Mallery Palmer.
Centre Ward, John Lawson.
West Ward, Thomas Shepherd.
East Ward, Edward McConnell.
Physician—John Bell, A.M, M.D.

l
1
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The first report presented was that c<"the 

"® give a synopsis of it :__
was

1 Beaver Hall Terrace. ) 
Montreal, March 31st, 1873. j 

To the President and members of the 
and Wli W°rkinr-’« Mu*»»! Benefit 
Society °,phan8’ Pro^dent

pr?«^frÆhÆr„u'.,î
ofth‘

By my Monthly reports, I have 
time to time kept you informed of the num- 
berof sick members, of the nature and
name'00 ^*lUness’ and of *he number.
f0^dBi°2«y” C°"diti,>n 01 "PPllCMt8 

On the roll of benefit

from

amination. Of this number, 40 were 
examineddnnngthe last six months, and
««« S® ‘îu lst.January. As the compe
tition for the prize, so considerately offered 
by our worthy President, about entering in 
office, grew warmer, the mo.e f equent be- 
came ;he epplications for examination, so 
that two thirds of the admissions took place 
during the last three months.

Two °f our members have died during 
the past year. One, Thomas Bobbie a 
young and promising man, before whom 
there seemed to be many years of useful and
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honourable life, was accidentally drowned 
on the 29th of June last, 
ried. He was unmar- 

ihe other, Edward Buxey, who was 
of the original members of this 

Society, and well on in
one
. „ ... years, died of
inflammation of the lungs on the 13th 
of August. For a number of years 
he had suffered from pulmonary disease and 
finally succumbed, after a short illness, to 
the extensive acute inflamatlon which 
attacked him in the sultry weather of 
August last. He left a widow and two adult 

As a sad addition to this I have now 
to report the death of three more of our 
members since Saturday, viz.: Wm. Talbot 
John Lynn, and James Arnot.

We sympathize with two of our mem
bers, who have been by death bereaved of 
their wives during last month.

In my last annual report, I referred to 
the scourge of small-pox ; only one of our 
members was attacked by it, and he has 
made a good recovery. The dreaded ad
vent of Asiatic Cholera has, for many years 
been mercifully stayed, and it behoves 
each member of this society to lend his in
fluence in having the city put into such a 
perfect sanitary condition, that should the 
deadly poison come into our midst it will 
find no friendly nest in which to breed.

Notwithstanding the immunity enjoyed 
by our society from fatal epidemic disease, 
its members have not been unusually free 
from other forms of disease and from acci- 
f1}*- Thirty different names appear on the 

sick benefit roll, and certificates for 125 
weeks of sickness were given. Of these, 
however, forty were paid to two members, 
thus reducing the number for the remain-

sons.
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i der t° eighty-five, not much, if at all, above 

what it was last year, considering ourL- 
crease ,n numbers. One of those members 
was unable to work for twenty-two weeks

«* ST ""f0rtU’Mt”
kidneys.
ber^hà^ h!88 thaD,6Very niQe of our mem-
hickbtpfi !1 under my care and on the 
Mck benefit list for a week or more 
for shorter periods. *

During the year Î have visited the sick 
members regularly at their own houses 

len necessary, and have given advice to 
a consulting me at my surgery, and in all“/h “ » fre“

Of the diseases and accidents fr
UvTm“'S, "fr* som" compara,
tively trivial and such as workingmen^
scarely avoid, for example, cuts, sprains
severe bruises, whitlows, neuralgia, rheuma-
wj more^m^ whil* others
fracture of the bones of the leg™ nbs^and
kverUasmanb8Ce8SeS’ typhoid and harlot 
tcvei snaall-pox, acute inflammation of the

S3M?k£u5f’
s Sffiœ sïï
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X and distress, and in aiding the widows and 
orphans of deceased members, permit me, 
therefore, to encourage you in you practical 
philanthropy.

I have endeavoured to be prompt and 
constant in my attendance on the sick, to 
hasten restoration to health, and alleviate 
suffering. I thank you for the uniform 
courtesy extended to me by all the members 
of this Society, and especially at this time 
do I thank you for the flattering manner in 
whtch you have again elected me as your 
physician.

1 am, Gentlemen,
Your obd’t. servant,

John Bbll, M.A., M.D.
In the unavoidable absence of Mr. War

den King, the Treasurer, Mr. William Greig 
submitted bis report for the year, which was 
a very satisfactory one, and which showed 
that the funds had considerably increased 
since the last annual meeting, and that the 
Society held stock in the Bank of Montreal 
to the value of $3,472, and a considerable 
balance in the Savings Bank besides.

Mr. William Greig, the Chairman of the 
Library Committee, then gave a statement 
ot this department, showing some 327 vol
umes in the Library, a good number of 
which are in circulation. The Library con
tains a good selection of recent published 
works, of the best and most popular writers 
of the day, and forms a very valuable 
auxilliary to the Society.

After some routine business had beer 
gone through the meeting was brought to a 
close.
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1 PEJECTS ^SOCIETY.OF THE
i
o
A

^ The objects of the Society 
Funds for the followin

l are to raise8
g purposes:e

1. To furnish Medicaln Attendance, Medi
cines, and a Weekly Allowance to 
Members in time 0f Sickness.

r

2. To contribute to the Funeral Expenses
of a deceased Member, and to those of 
his Wife.

3. To contribute to the support of the
Widows and Orphans of deceased 
Members.

4. To provide and maintain
useful literature for the 
Members.

r-
g
is
d
d
e
il a Library of 

use of the
le

le
it
I- Protestants of good moral character 

may become Members, but 
under eighteen years of 
five years.

of only
must not be 

age nor over forty-
l
id
rs
le

hold in g T gS °f thc Society are
Institute on1 t?°0m8’ •“ tbe MecLauics’ 
MnnH„r nf even,n& of the secondMonday of each month, at 8 o’clock P M
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Application for Membership may be 
made to

William Ross, 76 William Street.
James Wright, 65 St. Antoine Street. 
William King, 6 Notre Dame Street. 
Mallory Palmer, 205 St. Catherine Street. 
Edward McConnell, at G. T. It. Freight 

Agent’s Office, St. Peter Street.
Or to any of the other Stewards, Office

bearers or Members.

All communications should be addressed 
to the Secretary, H. A. Bain, No. 329 
Commissioner Street, opposite the Custom 
House.

Society’s Physician. John Bell, A.M., M.D., 
No. 1 Beaver Hall Terrace, next St. An
drew's Church. Office hours, 8 to 10 
morning, 2 to 4 afternoon, and after 6 in 
the evening.
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