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PREFACE

THIS history of Labrador, begun at the instigation

of Dr. Grenfell, has far outgrown the original

design, I had long been collecting books relating to

the history of Newfoundland, and fondly imagined that

I had the material at hand from which I could com-
pile a few chapters that would cont-i.i all that was
known about Labrador. I soon found that it was a
much more serious affair, and that Labrador had quite

an extended history, the greater part of which had not
been touched upon by any writer.

By the courtesy of Sir Francis S. Hopwood, Under-
Secretary for State for the Colonies, I have been ac-

corded particular facilities for obtaining information

from the Record Office; the Canadian Archivist, Mr.
Alfred Doughty, has kindly furnished me with copies

of documents from their most valuable collection of
records; Mr. H. P. Biggar has given me the benefit

of his advice as to where to search for information

I required, nd Mr. N. E. Dionne, of Quebec, and
Dr. S. E. Dawson, Ottawa, have courteously replied

to my queries. To these gentlemen I tender my sin-

cere thanks.

For all matters relating to the discovery and early

exploration of Labrador, I must express myself greatly

indebted to the works of M. Henri Harrisse, who is

facik princeps in that line of study.

I
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viii
PREFACE

My design has been to preserve the knowledge of

the incidents which took place in the past, and which

are likely to have some value in the df
«lopn,ent of he

country in the future. That may tend to the protection

and amelioration of the native races of Indians and

Eskimos, to the betterment of the comparatively few

white settlers, to the development and conservation of

its marvellous fisheries, the framing of proper laws for

the governance of the thousands of Newfoundland,

Canadian, and American fishermen who frequent its

coasts, to excite an interest in this neglected country,

and to assist Dr. Grenfell, who has been working for

these same ends for the past sixteen years with a single-

minded devotion which excludes all other interests.

As was to be supposed, there is no consecutive history

of Labrador, and the chapters have resolved themselves

into dissertations on subjects often very slightly con-

nected one with another. At other times they will be

found to overlap and to contain a certain amount

of repetition, which has been unavoidable in the method

I have been compelled to follow, and which, I hope,

may be forgiven. . .

Although this volume far exceeds the size originally

intended, a good deal of matter aas been omitted. It

will be found that I have included very little either

of a descriptive or scientific nature, my reason being

that Dr. Grenfell intends shortly to bring out a book

dealing exhaustively with these subjc.cs.

But I trust, however, that the story of the past here

related may prove not altogether without interest and

™'"*-
W. G. GOSLING.



CONTENTS

CHAPTER I

Thi Norsemen's Visits to the Coast of Labrador.

CHAPTER II

The Cabots. 1497 ......
CHAPTER III

Voyages to the New Lands, 1500-1534 .

CHAPTER IV

THE Derivation of THE NAME "Labrador" .

CHAPTER V
Cartographical Evolution of Labrador

Jacques Cartier

CHAPTER VI

CHAPTER VII

english voyages to america in the sixteenth
Century ....

CHAPTER VIII

The Search for the North-west Passage and Con-
sequent Visits to Labrador—The Hudson Bay
Company .......

»9

33

56

73

93

I

i

If .

:

sv '



CONTENTS

CHAPTER IX

The F«mcH on Labrador, 1700-1763 13'

CHAPTER X

The Eskimos 55

CHAPTER XI

The English Occupation .
171

CHAPTER XII

Captain George Cartwright

CHAPTER XIII

The Moravian Brethren .
J5<

CHAPTER XI"

The Moravian Brethren (cmlitaud) 27»

CHAPTER XV

Americans on the Labrador 3'7

CHAPTER XVI

The British Fisheries on Labrador 379

CHAPTER XVII

Bound rv Dispute with Canada 43»

CHAPTER XVIII

Dr. Wilfred Grehfell, c.m.G. .

Appendix . . .

454

475



LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

RlUAUABLI ICUUO, SHOWIHO CoUllICATIONS CAOSID BY
Continual Stiiams of Watu rLowmo down i- Fpitu.

GuciAi Erosion in Laiiahu, ksa« th« Hois«chop/"'"°
'*"

FisBiNO Schooners on thr Labrador Coast
Cantino Map. 150a

Kino Map

KONSTHAN No. II

KUNSTMAN No. Ill

Carta Martha, 1516

WOLFBNBDTTRL B. cirCa I53O

Dbsliins Map, 1546

MoLYNtDx Map, from 1598 Edition of " Hakluvt's Vgvagrs
French Map, aboot 1700

Old Fort Ridoe, near the Ancient Brest
Admiral Sir Hugh Palliser .

York Fort

Captain Cook

Battle Harbour, Labrador .

Moravian Mission House, Nain

Moravian Mission Station, Hopedale
Moravian Mission Station, Okak
Moravian Mission Station, Hebron
Iceberg ....
Moravian Mission Station, Killinek
A Large Berg near Indian Harbour
Indian Harbour....

Sa

S4

S»

60

fi2

64

66

fiS

96

>3»

166

74
90
98
246

266

270

274

304

ioS

314

382

4'4

J



'.rrr-

xu LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

VUIIIOK TlCKll .

A Haui or CoDrnii

Rivu St. Lawumci, lt>9

DiL WiLFUD GuNril-l. C.H.G.

Dl. CwriU. Alio SlC«TA.Y WISO A YUHim DUFOIE

De. G««K«ll AMD PATIEUTI OK DiCK OF " STIATHCONA

Battlb Hahbouk HOI?ITAl

SS. "Stuathcona" at WOIK .

"P«Tl" LllIIMAT .

Red Bay Cookeative .

A GtODF OF OePHAN CHILDEEN

Oefhanage

Lapfs Milking Deee

FAM
4>0

4M
4Si

45»

4<4

4«4

4"
4M
47«

47«

47«



LABRADOR
ITS DISCOVERY, EXPLORATION

AND DEVELOPMENT

CHAPTER I

THE NORSEMEN'S VISIT TO THE COAST
OF LABRADOR

T^HE story of the Norse voyages to the Am«,>,

^w a™,u'. .wSi, ™ tSirf'rxi;

which no reh-ance could be pl?ed
""" "P°"

!f-
i

'•

Klfc 1
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L/.BRADOR

Atiunc. rroiessor j y
Norsemen did

convince the most "'P''^'^ *"'
*!ha

°
"me more

visit Labrador, Newfoundland, and perhaps some m

southern coasts. „ i-eends it is

In order to appreciate fully '"ese
Jorse leffW

necessary to relate, as briefly as P°;='
"';*\^'J' T,ce

the early settlement of Greenland, from wh.cn p

the voyagers to A^'f»
7^'/°fR,d. , prominent man

slain in a feud the two 7"' »' ;;^^';' l3^d had been
It had been previously

'7°f^^"'^ ^,^ ^^ay in

seen far to the west of l"'"'^"
,and t**'" "=

search of it, ard d.scovered Gr~nland^
G,^„und.

^^e t S'-'-ml ^out. t t^mo. readUy

j::rdertrere if - -^,-Uufctic"eTa

Trnfo^rtrcon^rrbS^^^^
Tear: and the other the western sett ement.b^^^^

however, being on the west s.de °f Gre~ 1^

been estimated, from the ruins which are still exiam

tants in their most flourishing days.
'

Ch UtLity was introduced about the X- ^.
-f^

the first bishop recorded to have v<sited there was l-nc

LSear..r.. Of him the ^W« ^^' o >cdanj

makes the following brief mention :
A;^- "^.' "'^""P

Frir of Greenland went in search of Vinland.

AppaS he never returned, for the colonists soon

after'̂ "tfoned to have a bishop appointed who should
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reside in the colony; and accordingly in the year ii^«

and again in 1369.
"350,

The colony was a dependency of the Crown nf

able to export considerable quantities of cattle UteT

evil days fe 1 upon them Th» p. .-i
'""'/ >"»en

»h. Mi,li, r. .L * "* restilence, known as

1

''^^ '"f« "-as no wood for ship building the Green

:r;^riaroTNra;=tT"-"^
with the rest of the^Tr^^ ^oX^TZ^'Zof trouble Pestilence, and wars forei<.n and civioccup,ed its attention, and the distant"" cJo„y7'
TL ""'" "'^•^'"'^' ""'' """"y abandoned"

occurred"°Vh"r? f'" " '"'" '•>« «"=" '^"gedy

^Z ^''t^'*^'
^hip to go to Greenland was theJ^xor m ,406, which returned i„ ,4,0 Th^eseems, however, to have been later nets°for in a

I

|i

t
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Ler written by Pope
^f^''^Jj,:: ^r' mTnd'tas

„ u is not difficult to ""derstand h°w
°^^^i„„,„hich

filled with bitterness by
^fj^'^yid^en the natives

reached our ears from
°"V '"^f ."„o indication

and other inhabitants of Greenland but

is given of how the "='''

^f^f his pontificate,

Alexander V. '" '^^
"^^ij La that no'vessel has

,492-1503. wrote: We have lea
^^ ^^

touched there during the Paf*^en^>^^f Qardar, but

pointed one, Matthias, Wf'^°l,l reached his

history does not state whether ae ev
^^ ^^^^^^^

episcopate. In the early P"' »/
^^^^^^ „f Drontheim

an
^^^^XfT.^:t^"^o.T^-'r^ 'srQ,

Frederick

to search for the losi -u' ",.^-
for that purpose,

I, of Norway sent out an
"Pfj'^^e i^nd The first

but it did not succeed >nrea.h.ng the ^B^a
.^ .^^

European to v;-tGreenh.nd after th.h^^^
^^^_^ _^^

history was John Davis in 1585. but tn

trace of the previous settlers.
^^^

History has f-« "^"'^ "^'f^^^^ Or^. can

abandoned Christian colony m Green and.
^^^^^^

KetfslrSJr,ird:L':ed,and the despair

of the last survivors. , j^ ^ jhe

rTerharfctrt^ditiln^ofhU completely

tS^ated the tated Kablunaet (foreigners, sons of

'It U easy to understand how the deeds of the Green-

landers ^their early days and the memory of their



THE NORSEMEN'S VISIT
discoveries would have gradually faded into oblivion
But the records remained.
The story of the Norse voyages to America is de-

rived from the following sources: Adam of Bremenwho wrote m the year 1067; Ari, the historian of
Iceland, 1067-1148; a twelfth-century geographer sup-
posed to be Abbot Nicholas of Thin^re.lho ^;^ in
the year ,,59

;
and many Icelandic sagas, the principal

of which are the saga of Eric the Red, written between
the years 1310-20, and the saga known as the Flatey
book, about the year 1380.
Adam of Bremen, a learned German monk, was

appointed canon of the cathedral of that city about
the year 1067 He became greatly interested in the
work of the Church in the northern countries, and was
at much pains to write its history. His book is calledA H,story of the Deeds of the Bishops of Hamburg, the
fourth part of which is entitled A Description of thehands of the North. In order to obtain particulars
of these northern countries, Adam made a visit toKing Sven of Denmark, "in whose head was graven
as on a tablet the whole history of the barbarians"
(that IS to say, the Norsemen). As there was con-
tinual communication between Greenland, Iceland and
Denmark, It is quite possible that King Sven may have

themseWes '
°™'*"'°" '"^ °"= °^ the voyagers

Adam says: "Moreover, he (King Sven) speaks of

*"i,!!i V '," '. ^^ °'^*"' <^''==°^«'-«d by many, which is
called V.nland, for the reason that vines grow there
which yield the best of wine. Moreover, that grainunsown grows there abundantly is not a fabulous fancy
but, from the accounts of the Danes, we know to be a

1

I

t'i''

1:
' 1



LABRADOR

Unfortunately Adam caused
»J°""JL addition:

the truth of the wh<^= f*°7 jf^^d o be no habitable

."Beyond this '^>»"<1 '''"V hose regions beyond are

land in that °«>"' ^"'"'If^nd boundless gloom."

filled with ""^''PP°''='"Ld «as so called from the

He also thought Greenland «as so
^^ .^^

colour of the sWn of
^^-Jt pa ticularl/ valuable,

incongruities, Adam s OT •« P
^^^ ^^^^^^ f „

^:!:;!:::S:::rs:nrntire,yMepen...tofthe

^^t?tX,"the earliest
a^lmost-t^

all the Icelandic historians gives a det^
^i,

*"^"'^'"^"dteU?hotreobt"nVdth: story from an

:rr in "In^eived ;t .om a compan.on^of

--^Vi^:^°^^^-fitasacountry

which was well Ir^of the'twelfth century is valuable

The MS. geography »'/^^ ^f^j j ,t dimply states

:

corroborative evidence of t^^'
P;"7^,„i,„d, then comes

.. Helluland lies to the South of Greenlan
^^^.^^

Markland, and a httle way on V n^and t^
^^_^^^^^^ ^^

U said to be iomed to Africa wUh
^^ ^^

P

^
the discovery of the 'atter^y <-

^^^ ,i,ow a

The above rcf«ences are very si gM,^^^^
^^^ ^^ ^,^
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of myth, history, and genealogical details of the families
whose deeds are recorded.

The accounts of the voyages to Vinland differ con-
siderably in each saga, but all agree in the main
features. The saga of Eric the Red is generally con-
sidered more authentic than that of the Flat Island
book, and from it the following short narrative is chiefly
compiled.

About the year 999, Leif the Lucky, son of Eric the
Red, the discoverer of Greenland, went to Norway,
where he was converted . Christianity. The following
year he set out with the intention of returning to
Greenland, charged by Olaf, King of Norway, with the
mission of introducing Christianity into that distant
island. He was driven out of his course by storms and
came to a land where vines and corn grew wild. Mak-
ing his way from thence in a north-easterly direction he
finally arrived at Greenland. His story naturally
aroused great interest, and the next spring his brother
Thorstein set out to explore the newly-found country.
But "they were long tossed about upon the ocean and
could not lay the course they wished. They came in
sight of Iceland, and likewise saw birds from the Irish
coast." They finally got back to Greenland worn out
by toil and exposure.

Thorstein died the following winter, under circum-
stances full of miraculous detail, and his widow
Gudrid, who plays a prominent part in the Vinland
voyages, married Thorfinn Karlsefni, an Icelandic
trader of considerable means and of well-known lineage.

Vinland continued to be much talked about, and
Karlsefni, urged by his wife and new relations, at
length determined on a voyage of exploration. He
started out from the western settlement with two

1

iL
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^X^her account is as follows: "They sailed up to

the land and cast anchor. -^ '^chedj boat^ a

^_

went ashore and saw no grass *ere great c

tains lay inland back from the sea, and it was as a n

Tw l^the way from the sea to the™-~ ^^ *1

country seemed to them entirely void of any g

'•"rJit'set sail again with a northerly wind, and after

Finally hey rekched Vinland, where they spent severa

winters Ka Isefni had intended to make a perr-anent

Ttement in the newly di-vered cnv^t^. wh.cn

nossessed so many advantages over Greenland, but a

change in his plans was caused by the appearance of

he1 tves, whom they called Skraelings. The low

stature and facial characteristics of this race, and their

skin canoes, each holding one man, prove beyond

e^nnable doubt that they were Eskimos, a race

wh ch the Norsemen had not at that time met in

I

i
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5

Greenland, and who were not known there until after
the time the saga of Eric the Red was written The
attacks made upon the Norsemen by this savage people
caused Karlsefni to abandon his enterprise, and he
returned to Greenland in 1006, with his wife Gudrid
and their son Snorri, who had been bom durine the
stay in Vinland.

It is not necessary for the purposes of this history
to enter upon any discussion as to the location of
yinland, but the resemblance of "Helluland" and
Marklano to Labrador and Newfoundland is too

exact in its general character to leave any doubt upon
the mind that they at least were visited by the
Norsemen.

It is naturally impossible to offer anything more
than a surmise as to the actual places visited. Almost
any part of the coast of Newfoundland answers to the
description of Markland, but it seems particularly
applicable to Notre Dame Bay. Lying open to the
north-east, it wcild be the probable landfall of vessels
coasting from that direction. There are numbers of
islands m the bay clothed with woods to the water'-
eoge, a circumstance which caused Corte Real to call

i'^
„^"''^' ^^ ^^'"='' '°'' 't the sub-title of

?...^^,\
"""^ very likely suggested the appropriate

name Markland " to the Norsemen.
Several of the physical features noted in the Norse

tales are to be found in Labrador. Wondersnands
would appear to have been met with to the south of
Markland, but the sagas differ somewhat on this point
and >t IS possible that the long stretch of sandy coast
on the Labrador known as Porcupine Strand may have
been the place visited.

Dr. Packard, in his Lairador, thus describes it : " T ;

'.
!

iM

1:1
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exceptional area observed lies between Sandwich Bay

and Hamilton Inlet, Cape Porcupine being the centre.

It is protected from the northern swell of the ocean by

Indian Harbor, islands and promontory. Here large

deposits of sand are seen covering many square miles

in area." This stretch of coast is nearly fifty miles

long The shores of Sandwich Bay are also sandy and

the water is very shallow. Several good sized nvers

empty into it, which are famous for salmon.

Another explanation of " Wonderstrand may be

found in the " Report of an Official Visit to the Coart of

Labrador" by His Excellency Sir Wm. MacGiegor,

Governor of Newfoundland, in August, 1905. He says:

"On looking at the coast of Labrador from some

distance at sea in the neighbourhood of Chateau Bay,

one would think from the long greyish white line of the

beach that there was a fine sandy shore all along it.

But this appearance is produced only by the sea-washed

foot of the worn rounded eozoic cliffs and rocks that

on this coast present to the ocean a solid wall of stone,

a continuous and enduring breakwater of bare rock,

which in its sinuous course is thousands of miles long.

It has been seen that Helluland was thus named

either from the quantity of "broad flat stones or

because of the flat table-land which lay between the

shore and the mountains, both of which are character-

istic of Labrador. T^ n 1 J.

The following description is taken from Dr. Packard s

Labrador, and is accompanied by the striking photograph

here produced :

—

"The adjoining illustration brings out dearly seme

of the characteristic features of the scener>' of the

coast of Labrador. In the foreground the rocky shore

of the Horsechops, as the deep fiord is called which
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is situated far up on the eastern coast of Labrador,
has been ground down, smoothed and polished by the

great mass of land ice which formerly filled Hamilton
Bay. Across the fiord, the shores of the bay rise

abruptly in great rocky terraces—also a characteristic

feature of Labrador."

It would be hard to imagine a locality more likely

to give rise to the name of " Helluland " than that here
depicted ; but curiously enough. Dr. Packard, who is

quite convinced that Helluland is Labrador, does not
seem to have noticed how appropriately his description

and photograph illustrate the name given to the country
by the Norsemen.

Horsechops, here mentioned, is at the southern

terminus of the sandy stretch of coast already referred

to, known as Porcupine Strand. We have thus close

tofTcther two of the most important physical features

recordc.: by the Norsemen.

Helluland seemed to these early discoverers "to be
entirely dsvoid of good qualities"—an opinion which
found an ;cho five hundred years later when it was
visited hy Europeans. On the Spanish map drawn by
Ribero in 1529, to delineate the respective portions of
Spain and Portugal in the New World, we read :

—

" Labrador was discovered by the English ; there is

nothing in it of any value."

Wherever else they went, we feel "jre that the Norse-

men undoubtedly visited Labrador.

While studying the annual reports of the Moravian
Brethren, which have been p' Jished regularly since

the foundiiig of their mission on the Labrador, I found
references to remains of houses on the islands border-

ing the coast about Nain. It was stated that these
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houses had been built of stone not after thefashion of the

Eskimos. Brother Lundberg writes in 1831 as follows:—

" The fact of the Greenlanders having once inhabited

Labrador appears to be proved by the occasional dis-

covery of the ruins of Greenland houses upon the

islands which stretch along our coast. In the construc-

tion of these houses stone has been used, which is

contrary to the Eskimo mode of building."

The writer concluded from this that the Greenland

Eskimos at one time inhabited Labrador, evidently not

being aware that the Eskimos migrated from Labrador

to Greenland, not from Greenland to Labrador. The

Brethren, Kohlmeister and Kmock, who travelled from

Okak to Ungava Bay in the year 181 1, record finding

ruins of Greenland houses on Amitok Island, lat. 59' 30'.

They say :

—

" The Eskimos have a tradition that the Greenlanders

came originally from Canada and settled on the out-

most islands of this coast, but never penetrated into

the country before they were driven eastward to Green-

land. This report gains some credit from the state in

which the above-mentioned ruins are found. They
consist of remains of walls and graves, with a low

stone enclosure round the tomb, covered with a slab of

the same material. They have been discovered on

islands near Nain, and though sparingly, all along the

eastern coast, but we saw none in Ungava Bay."

Dr. Rink, in his Taks and Traditions of the Eskimos,

gives the following interc .ing tradition as told by one

of them :

—

" Our ancestors and the tunneks or tunnit (in Green-

landish tornit, plural of tunek) in days of yore lived
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tc^ether; but the tunneks fled from fear of our peoole

no^ Z .
" ""* """y "°'«' fro™ he« to the

WM^dwT"^ "'^^ '° •^""""' f'^"!* Chidley).

WubL atUchTr^j:: "'t^''"'
sealskin, with .hi

™,Mf^
"""'bed for bed robea. Their clothe, were

slate and homstone. and their drills of crystal Thev

cal ed by the name of Jauranat. from which i, form^'jav,anarpok (Greenlandish, navianarpok). HugeKof stone are still to be seen which they we^abir to

"ere and Z'™'"' "' *"' *'°^ »« "'- «° ^e foundnere and there m our country, chiefly upon the islandshaving been built of ,ton«. and diff«ing from
"

"eabodes of our people. One of our ancestors when

bmd^spear, the point, of which we„ made of walrus-

Dr. Rink comments upon this tradition as follows :-
" Thi, tradition is compiled from several manuscriotsn German from the missionaries in Labrador, in whfchthe alien nafon, expelled by the present inhabitanteare

Very probably these denominations have arisen from amisunderstanding, induced by enquiries put to "he

lanrs ";Lr -r"*'"^
'"^*'"''^ '''»"'*' Grein!

he tornit
,""'.^

"re certainly almost identical withthe tornit or mlanders of the Greenland tales. The

f^Z uT'^'^'"'
'"'" 'P''"' ">»"' the-tunud!

lermiut. which signifies people living in the inlandThe pre^nt Indians of Labrador afe called by theEskimo of the same country aullak/ but it is possible

1^

U I .
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they distinguish between these and the traditional or

fabulous inlanders. However, the most striking incon-

uruity is that of the tunnit having had their abodes on

the islands, which looks as if ancient settlers of Euro-

pean race are hinted at Be this as it may, the

tradition of the Labradoreans should be more closely

examined."

In order to find out as much as possible about

this matter, the historical importance of which will

be at once realiied, 1 wrote to Bishop Martin, the

present head of the Morav.an Missions on Labrador,

asking if he could supply any further particulars

about these ruins, and rsceived the following inter-

esting reply: "Several times I have heard about rums

of old dwelling places upon some isUnds along our

coast but have never yet seen one of them. Whether

these ruins are really the ruins of old Gre.:nland houses,

as is stated in the report of Brother Lundberg, or not,

will be difficult to decide. Once I showed Baron Nor-

denskiold's book on Greenland toourEskimo. When they

saw the pictures of the old Norse houses there, they

told r.ie at once that some ruins on the islands here are

very much the same as those given in that book. Since

that time 1 have often thought that the Labrador ruins

might be the ruins of old Norse houses also. Tha

would not be unimaginable, for the old Norsemen are

said to have travelled south to Weinland."

A subject for investigation is here opened up which

will hardly be exceeded in interest by any other anthro-

pological problem to be found in America.

The Eskimos in Greenland and other places in the

far north build their houses largely with stones, but if

the evidence of the Moravian Brethren is of value, these

ruins are not like the stone huts of the Greenlanders.
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In addition to tlie fact that the Eskimos disclaim their
authorship, the description of these old burial places,
" with a low stone enclosure round the tomb " (evidently
to protect the dead from prowling beasts), would be
ample evidence that they are not Eskimos, for it was
not the custom of this race to show any respect for the
dead, and their mode of burial was hardly worthy of
the name.

What then was this vanished race, and is it possible
that these ruins are of Norse origin ?

In that most interesting book just published. The
North- West Passage, by Captain Roald Amundsen,
relating the final accomplishment of this voyage by the
little GJoa, there is a description of stone ruins at Boothia
Felix, near the Magnetic Pole, about which the Eskimos
of the region have a similar tradition to that current on
Labrador. If the ruins are identical in these two far
"oarated localities,' it is evident that they cannot be
i-cribed to the Norsemen. For however high an
opinion one may have of these hardy adventurers, one
cannot attribute to them the power to navigate the
Arctic seas so far to the westward as Boothia Felix.
Yet it is a remarkable coincidence to find a tradition

among the Labrador Eskimos confirming so extra-
ordinarily the story of the Norse voyagers.
The traditions of the Greenland Eskimos, relating

to the Worsemen, date from the early part of the
fifteenth century only, yet are very fragmentary and
mingled with fabulous details. Any memories of the
Norsemen lingering among the Labrador Eskimos
probably date from the eleventh or twelfth centuries,

' Upon my request for further information about these luins, Capt.
Amundsen has very kindly written to say that no photographs or drawimre
were made of them, ami that they were mere gravel pits.

J- Hi
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and it can hardly be ^^^^^^^:':::- '::^ri^z
more that the bare outhne of the story wou

^1::htitt:^S^>-c.ear^£^^S^
that a foreign race of

P°-*J,^^ ^he e"Los.
toms and weapons

<''f«ff~™J^°'^h; ruins of whose
at one time lived upon the Labraoor, m

houses still remain; that they were attacked y

Labrador, and would have f°""<^ '"^" P^""^"^"^

In favour of Maine and other southern situations,

L been argued that in the term Skraehngs were

tludXthe Beothuks of Newfoundland and othe

southed "dian tribes, as well as the Eskimos. But

t seems to me that every attribute of the savages en-

countered by the Norsemen is cha~=;- ° .^
Eskimos only. Several have be«="

''"^''^y/f"7„ „°;

but the following point of resemblance has not to my

knowledge been noted hitherto.
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The first encounter of the Norsemen wit: thj Skralmgs IS thus described in the saga of Eric ih.. i^»H
"They saw a great number of skin canoes, and staves
were brandished from their boats with a noise hke

J!lX7^ '' *"«,r^°'''«l in the same direction inwhich the sun moves."
Farther on it says :

"A great multitude of Skraeling boats were dis-covered approaching from the south, and all their staves

thrsu^" '" ^ '^'''""°" """""^ '° ""= ""'« °f

It is evident that this is an attempt to describe themotion of the double-bladed paddle used by theEskimos; and it will be seen that an Eskimo, sitting
in his kajak, facing the direction towards which he
IS paddling, when going east or north, will appear towave his paddle contrary to the motion of the sun inhe heavens, but with it when travelling west or south
In the first instance, therefore, they made their appear-ance from the north, and in the second instance from
the south The action of an Eskimo paddling is
entirely different from that of a North American Indian

Uade^"""^!!,'"''"^.'""'* ^ "^^ '° "^^« his singled
bladed paddle in the air.

SkiT ""f
'"'

"i"^'"^
'' ™P°^»'"We to dissociate the

one dmfth T,^^'
^'^'""°'- ^^^^^ ^^^gested that atone time the Eskimos were to be found all along the

tT.^" r^%i ™' ^^'y "'^ "'°'^ ""tenable
than the o-:her. The whole Eskimo economy was de-pendent upon the seal. It formed not only their chief
food, but also supplied them with clothes, boats, tents
etc., and we can be absolutely certain that the habitat of
the Eskimos has been bounded by that of the seal for

c
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many ages, and therefore has not had a range farther

south than the Gulf of St Lawrence

implements which first drew them so far south. While .t

irKssible to associate the Skralings w.th a sourtern

country it is equally impossible to harmonue Labrado

wTt^; description of Vinland. and the d.scuss.on .s

therefore brought to an tmpasse.

The speculation is most interesting, but one can only

say with Dr. Rink that it is deservmg of further m-

vestigation.

Note-Vr. Grenfell informs me that he, th,s summer

visited some curious erections of obvious anfquUy, bu.lt

o flat slabs of stone, on the summit of lofty cl^s^ He

thought they were look-out places, but could not say by

whom built It adds considerably to the mterest in

this speculation that similar look-out places are to be

found'among the Norse ruins in G-enland where they

are thought to have been used to keep watch for attacks

from the Eskimos.
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CHAPTER II

THE CABOTS. ,497

N^vt'ltLrthetjL'rt;'^''^^'^ ''"" the
again visited by European? Bu".^'' ^^""'°' *»'
land had not faded a^av J .""^ """"'y °f ^reen-
that the tradition of thelcnr^^'/"^^

''' ''^ P'°^^^^^

that the story of GreeS a f '^'°'" ^"='°'- ^o

W,,h,„ ,„el„ ,e«, and whh*„
°

„!,

; .*

,1 .
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Tnscanelli, an Italian physician, and it is from him that

Columbus is supposed to have taken h.s -nsp.ratmn.

As John Cabot was living in Venice at the same period,

it is probable that he also heard the theory propounded.

And when he emigrated to Bristol about .490. and

learned of the Iceland voyages continually made by

English seamen, conceived the idea of himself putting

the theory to th= test. We are toM on good authority

that for seven years prior to the year of the discovery

tentative voyages into the Western Ocean had been

made by Bristol men at his instigation. The success

of Columbus no doubt impelled him to more deter-

mined effort., and in 1496 we find him applying to

Henry VII for Letters Patent authorizing a voyage

of discovery.

No journal was kept of these momentous voyages,

and no historian of the time realized the importance

of the events, nor how hungrily the smallest evidence

would be sought for by the historians of later days.

Consequently, we have but the ">°^'
^'f

g"^"/^;;^

accounts of them, drawn principally from letters of the

Ambassadors of European sovereigns at the court of

England, a few entries in the Customs Roll of Bristol,

the copies of the charters issued to Cabot and his sons

a few brief references in contemporary chronicles, arid

a legend copied from a map since lost No certain

history can b. compiled from such dp.ta. and each

student forms a theory for himself, according as he is

swayed by some particular piece of evidence which

seems to him to have the most weight.

Fortunately the most important facts are not matters

of dispute. The following is an attempt to state them

in the simplest possible form.

John Cabot was born in Genoa, became a citizen ot
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sonnys." by Heno^ VII of March '.u J"
^"'' l"'^

to tHe CHa.e. . Z. ro./ol^;!,^'-';;^ .I-«=^^
i-o the Kyng our souvereigne lord •

habundant g'c'e'r^.'fff";- »/ y°ur most noble and
o' Venes, lines', LXn"?„itancto'°^'-

''''"''"

your gracious letters oatent \,^ ' '"' '°""ys,
due forme to be made t. T ' ^°"' S""= ^^=''= '"

after ensuying A„d T uV° ">" '^"°" here-

pray to gL for the prosoer "' '""'"« ""='^ '^-^
-St noble and r:;:/:s::,zT.z'' °' '-'

to^foVa^t;:di:r..rr"" '--'"'' '••-
and charges," to seek mt'^-

°"'" ^^P" <=°^'«

inlands, coumrfes ttc!
;'

"rTea'th'
'"' f^''°«-^

unknown to all Chris /a„s
' ^h^ •

.'"' "^'"^ *«^<=

to them to fly the Br th fl

"^'" *^' ""'^"Jed
found, and to LuL "!„'

sue! T" 'T ^'^^^^ '^^y
able to conquer as our vasfa sL" ''' '^' '"^^ '^^^

deputies." For this oriv JeTe s"aM \T"'T
°'

:-..r;:c:i'°
"-^ -^ - o-<?",2rpa^;:

'e'SSLb;?o^^:^~Wohn Cabot
called the ^««-4J .it" a ^"1 t'^'

'\* ""'"^ ^"'P
He rounded the south of L 7 ^'^'"^«" "en-
course for several days and ' ""^ " "°"^"^y
ward, "with the Pot"o„Mrt"t'' ''°'''>' *«'
'-- Baptist. I^r;r^S\^rLe^L^I-

I
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Early in August he arrived back at Bristol, and »" *e

.oth the King gave-^.o " To hym that found the New

Isle." This is almost all that can be said about this

memorable voyage that is not open to controversy.

The following further particulars are mamly correct.

The country discovered was seven hundred leagues

from England. The tides were slack there, and the

seas were full of fish, the value of which was immediately

recognized. "And the saM Englishmen, his partners,

say that they can bring so many fish that this kingdom

will not have any more business with Iceland, and that

from that country there will be a very great trade in

»• e fish hey call stock-fish." A prophecy which was

fulfilled in both particulars, for the Iceland trade gradu-

ally declined, but the trade in " stock-fish from the new

isle" goes bravely on to-day.

One account says he coasted three hundred leagues

which is difficult to explain. Then he named an island

off from the land, the Isle of St. John, which has worried

commentotors enormously; and again, he is said to

have seen two islands "to the right" on his way back,

which has been quite inexplicable until lately, when it

is said that the Italian letter which gives this informa-

tion had been badly translated, and the expression

used means simply "on the way back," the words • to

the right" being an interpellation. White bears and

"stagges farre larger than ours" were seen, and both

have caused floods of controversy. Sebastian Cabot

told in later years how the bears caught salmon in their

claws, and was probably looked upon as a romancer

even in those days. But in Cartwright's ]o»rnal of a

Residence on the Labrador, to be discussed later in

this history, we shall find the same incident described

with full detail.
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sJ^^!" "'.r'
°^, '"%<=°'"I»"'°"s. was rash enough tosay that "they tAou^Ai firesil wood and silke trew

was";! tr'^J"'^
''"°*" """^ '"'^ '«'« »"'P'^C on

tTewnd^t th^ '.u'""
""""^ '"» g^'^ndwork for^e wUdest theories, they would doubtless have beenmore caufous m expressing their opinions. None ofthe natives of the country were seen, but Cabot found

a needle for making nets, which have also becomeserious controversial points

ad!;lS'ion''iin'h'"
*° ^"''°' '^ ""' '^'=^'^^'^ ""h »"=hadulation that he was completely carried off his feet

.fh,/TiT" Y'"
'"'" '''* '"^''" ^"d he was called

codLrwI h ?"t'\ ^' '°°''^'^ ^" ^y°'"^ ">e humble
codfish, which took thefancy of his English companions,and saw visions of a great trade with Cipango (Japan)

h«e'fr
,"' '''"? '" '*'^"°"'' "^^ g'owand wTremere are also gems."

.J^^^ ^" l?^l
^*'''^'^' " "« ''''^""l °f Africa and

fhJt
" H^''

^°"''"° """'^ '° 'he Duke of Milan

ricks to poor friars." and adds with evident humour:And I being a friend of the Admiral, if I wished togo could have an Archbishoprick."
The next year Henry VII granted new letters patent

to John Cabot this time not including his sons, to makeanother expedition "to the lande and isles of late
founde by the said John."
Four or five ships were fitted out, provisioned fora year, and "goode, and sleight merchandize" were

adventured in them. They sailed in the spring; one
vessel was at once driven on the coast of Ireland, and that
s all which can be said for certain regarding this voyage
from which Cabot anc his associates expected so muTh

,11
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Only two indisputable references to it have been

found. The most important is a manuscript in the

British Museum entitled " Cronicon regum Angliae, etc."

There the fitting out of the expedition is described

" which depted from the West Country in the begynning

of Somer but to the jisent moneth came never know-

ledge of their exployt." The month referred to is

made out to be October. The other is a despatch of

Pedro Ayala.the Spanish Ambassador, dated July 25th,

1498, which reads: "News has been received of the

fleet of five ships. The one in which was Brother Bull

put into Ireland owing to a great storm in which the

ship was damaged."

A very important document was found among the

papers at Westminster Abbey in 1897, the four

hundredth anniversary of Cabot's memorable voyage,

and was appropriately exhibited for the first time at the

Cabot Celebration at Bristol. It was the Customs Roll

of the Port of Bristol for the years 1496-9- '" " 's

the following entry, between the dates September 25th,

1498, and September 25th, 1499 :
" J" 'ho in una tall

p Johe Calvot XX li," which, being interpreted, means

that ;£2o was paid for one tally per John Cabot.

This is considered fair presumptive evidence that he

did return from his last voyage, but unfortunately it is

not conclusive. It will be noticed that the payment

was made for one talfy, but by a Special Warrant, issued

on February 2nd, 1498, three tallies were granted to

John Cabot because "we be informed the said John

Caboote is delayed of his payment." These tallies were

practically promissory notes, and were negotiable, and

therefore the payment might not have been made to

John Cabot in person.

No amount of industry has unearthed any further
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JohnTa^tfhiir"' n '^^^ " ''"^ "'"^ '-d-t of

applied to the voyage of ,498, but some recent luthorities consider it probable that thev refer tnT i.V
pedition, probably in .508

'*'" "'

from hutrur/iL"'"
"^'"""^ ^"''^ <^-Pf«a-nce

di!c"ed tedTnH H-
'5^"'"* ">«' he returned a

ea^ly seen how quickly he would drop out o memorv

Even the fame which should have h«.n i,!. „

and both wrote accounts of his voyaees but Toh^'Cabot's share in them is not mentionerThe Joil of
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No attempt can be made here to give all the particu-

lars of the controversy which has raged over the prob-

able landfall of Cabot, but in order that some apprecia-

tion of it may be arrived at by the ordinary reader, the

principal controversial points are recited.

As an example of the confusion which has arisen on

this point, witness the contradictor;' statements for

which " the industrious Hakluyt " is responsible. The
map of Emeric Mclyneux, issued with the 1 599 edition

of Divers' Voyages, states regarding Labrador :
" This

land was discovered by John and Sebastian Cabot for

King Henry VH, 1497." In Hakluyt's MS., 1584, in

the library of the late Sir Thos. Phillips, he says, refer-

ring to Cabot's " owne mappe "
:

*' In which mappe in

the chapiter of Newfoundland there in Latin is put

down—the very day and the first land .vl.xh they saw."

But when the so-called Cabot map wa^ rinally found it

states that the landfall was at Cape Breton and not in

Newfoundland.

It is also clear from the evidence of Sir Humphrey
Gilbert and Richard Willes, who had both seen Cabot's

map, that it differed in a marked degree in respect to the

Arctic regions from the Sebastian Cabot map of 1544,

now extant

The greatest authority of the present day on the

voyages of the Cabots and the cartographical evolution

of America is M. Henri Harrisse. It is not too much
to say that he has spent a lifetime in the study of these

and kindred subjects, his many publications spreading

over a period of more than forty years. Very many
important facts have been discovered and made public

by him. He is especially harsh in his judgment of

Sebastian Cabot, whose character he sums up in the

expressive words " moiteur fieffi" In his latest book
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dated nomenclature ^
^' ""'' ^''" "" invaluable

'" f"™"' of a Labrador landfeH ,„ hi^T"""""''Ww««, ,892, he took =,n .
^'^ Discovery of

the landfall of r;J°L"''r ^"*'^"<' "-o^""'
and in hh John cZoTf^^t.^? "' "^^P^ Chidley;

part of Labrador nt; Sa^"
'•%"'"''' '"' '"""-"stefn

A powerful argumentaTat.h^^' "'lf«^°"^«d spot,

and one that the wTfter h? .
""^'P^ ^'"''"''y'hco.y,

fore, is that the tide are l^l ;"" '^"^^'' ""-'-
falling about thirty"ve feeT wh °"VI"''

"'^""g ="<!

tr'-^-^--"^:^^"di;rt?

ul^ri"aX^"r;^„:t-r '•" ^-- °^ ^

^^^^^^^^^^"^

by the English.-
^^^rador region was discovered
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Kcm to be the principal argumentsThe followin

against this theory :

—

1. The influence of the Arctic current and the varia-

tion of the compass would have caused Cabot to make

a much more southerly course than he intended.

Elaborate calculations have been made by Sir Clement

Markham and Dr. S. E. Dawson as to the variations

of the compass at that time, and they arrive at

very different conclusions. M. Harisse contends, how-

ever, that there are no data available now for such

calculations.

2. No mention is made of ice having been met on the

first voyage, and it is unlikely that he could have

reached any part of the Labrador coast on June 24th

without passing great quantities of it, or that he could

have failed to record it if he had seen it. But it is not

impossible. On many occasions the ships of the

Moravian Brethren have reached the coast without

passing through ice, and on one notable occasion made

land near Nain, June 24th, 1772.

3. It has been argued that fish do not strike in on the

Labrador coast as early as June 24th (equal to July 3rd,

new style). Which is true as a general thing, but

occasionally they appear much earlier. Lieut. Chimmo
reports in 1867 that fish struck in at Ice Tickle, about

54° N., on June loth, before any vessel had arrived on

the coast

4. M. Harrisse thinks the La Cosa map of 1 500 was

drawn from reports of Cabot's voyage, and while quite

imaginary as to coastline, the nomenclature found on

it indicates that Cabot made his landfall west or south,

and coasted towards the east or north. If the landfall

was at Sandwich Bay, how then could he have coasted

three hundred leagues north, as one account states?
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5- As to the legend on the early maps that LahraHn,

"oA the' ^^'f
";••.''• 'he name was probably dl "v:^from the fact of its being first sighted by lolw

.nd"catt'"
"' A"«'°-A»-an Expedition o'f 50"

f^ J .^ ""y^' '"'e'" "°' therefore have occa^oned the continual repetition of the statement although ,„ some maps the discovery is sSally^tated to have been made by John and ^ebLtiin

6 Cabot saw none of the inhabitants of the country

backwuhhm snares for game and needlesfor making"ets. Marrisse considers this to inHirst. fk. . _ 1

occupation of the Eskimos. But t^ss I' /Ze^v
are mhabitants of the seashore, and derive their susten-ance .ilmost entirely from seals and whales On theUbn.dor the Eskimos were in the habit of r^ak^^ twoexcursions into the interior each year aftr^Ldlerwhich were sometimes killed with bow and arrow but'

speared. The Eskimos had no knowledge of catchint-salmon or trout by means of nets and had t„ ^
nstructed in the art by the Morawl'n^lstnar's t

Jth^7'fv-
"''° "''''« the acquaintance of the

with fc-uropeans and knew the articles which were mo,fm demand for barter, says the Eskimos " do notL"b e

nor do they understand the use of deathfalls" Hepoints out that the Eskimos had no stTrnuIus Inndusfry beyond providing the necessaries of l??e which
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the seal furnished almost entirely. That the catching

of furred animals was so fatiguing and precarious, and

the carcase so small, that, were he to give up his time

to the business, his family must perish with hunger.

Among the implements of the Eskimos which have been

many times carefully described, snares and nets are not

mentioned.'

While it is somewhat foreign to this history, the rival

claims of Newfoundland and Cape Breton must also be

explained in order to estimate the value of the Labrador

theory. The principal arguments in favour of a landfall

at Cape Breton are :

—

1. The statement on the so-called Sebastian Cabot

map of 1 544, that Cape Breton was the land first seen.

2. That the La Cosa map depicts the south coast of

Newfoundland, "Cavodescubierto" being "Cape Breton"

and " Cavo de Inglaterra," " Cape Race."

3. That the climate of Cape Breton more nearly

answers to the description given by Cabot of the land

he visited.

Which arguments are thus rebutted :

—

1. That it is almost impossible for Cabot, even if he

did not make Labrador, to have missed Newfoundland,

taking the course he did, and if by any chance he passed

out of sight of Cape Race, he could hardly have arrived

at Cape Breton, which is but forty miles south and

four hundred miles west of it. If Cabot steered a

westerly course by compass and passed south of Cape

Race, the variation would have carried him south not

only of Cape Breton, but of Nova Scotia also.

2. That the so-called Sebastian Cabot map of 1544

' Permanent slone fox-traps, for takini; Ihc animals alive, of very

ancient date, are foumi in many places on Labrador.
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reperta." which also appears on a French MS- >nap
^^

OrPont of about the same date, but does not so cleariy

refer to Bonavista. The significance °f '^e natne

• Bonavista" has also been advanced in support of this

*ThTname " Bonavista" first appears on the fragment

of a map by Viegas, I534, as B"''"^**' °" *,
Riccardina map. which is an exact copy of the Viegas

map so far as the latter goes, but shows >n addUion t^e

northern parts of Newfoundland
^J^'^.^^^°'^^^

name " Boavista
" also appears on the Labrador coast.

But the name was probably in use l°"g/^f?'"

appeared on a map. as Jacques Cartier refers to it m the

na^ative of his first voyage, before the V.eg- map was

nrinted The theory which seems most likely to be

Sd U that CaS^t made land on the east coast of

Newfoundland, in the vicinity of Bonavista or Tr^y

Bay.and that he then coasted northwards «" .1 1»-Wy

he r;ached Hamilton Inlet on the L»brado. which he

might have done in ten days, and yet have ample time

to get back to Bristol early in August.

Since the reign of Elizabeth, England has claimed

Newfoundland and Labrador by virtue of the.r dis-

covery by Cabot
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CHAPTER III

VOYAGES TO THE NEW LANDS, ,5<x>-,53,

'pHE continued increase in tlie knowledge of New-1 found and and Labrador, as shown by the maps

were m^;M\\'"'^'°'>'
"''•'="« '»='' "any voyage

hiprteted S" r
"°° ""'* "34, but hSo^nas preserved the names of very few of the voyagers orthe particular locahties visited

"yagers or

The whole of the north-east coast of America was for

,„ tu . ^ i>ieuve, at the moment he wa«

dllMcttlZ'"^ '"" ''^ -'- '-" -P-- -^
The sf'endid additions which were made to th.

ofToLb'
'""" " " "^"" °f the dL v,,:,^,

PortulTwitI,
*'? "'"'' "'' ^'"S Emmanuel ofPortugal w,th jealous eyes, and when the news of

^a^eHrr"'V™^''S'= '°""d» the northwestreached Portugal, he determined at once to d~han expedition of discovery in that direction. The ho^of findmg a north-west passage to the East wa,Tf
part.cularinteresttohim,asthat%rtionofSorhad
been kmdly assigned to him by the Treaty of To d«illa^Caspar Corte Real, son of the Governor of Te ceiras o„eof the Azores islands, was chosen by the Kingto com!

33

v'li

;l
"
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'"rnt Relr^^t sXfn the spring of .5~ and armed

v iSTof land but was prevented from reaching

within sight ot laiia, o r ^^ ^^^^

and finally arrivea ai
country now dis-

cent pines which grew upv.
^^^

^asts of the l-g«V-^ „g Ld'stockfish, and saw
abounding in salmon, ner""B' ^

, corte Real

T?:^e1oST:?^VeX"ar:hichtheloca^^^^^^
called the country! common name for

tU'Tme^BaTanl^on'r^f the smaller arms of the

sea also being ""='^^^^^2"^';^^ Portuguese more than

But what seemed to

fj^^J^^^ f,,^ ^, „,„„try

the riches of the sea an^tor
, g^^ye slave

„as ^'^^^.f^^t.Z^m them 'inflaming their

trade immediately d*""'" "^ ^ j^zed fifty-

iniaginations to such ''" /'^'"'
.^J",^""Jj lx>re them

^S^S:^o/^":i-ate captives by eye-

I \

I
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on^Llrf\^^''
^""" '""' <=°™"'i"ed against them

Aat,J>fK "",""*" *'"' "•' "hite race arousedAat sp,r,t of hostility and suspicion which ever after

w;i. tll'^""'
"' establishment of peaceful relations

The country reached by Corte Real in 150. beineNewfoundland, the adjacent coast seen by h m in Sfprevious year was undoubtedly Labrador

bJ7J'^5''"^3'f''^'^' "='"'"«* ^''fe'yto Portugalbut the ship which he himself commanded was neveragam heard of. This caused the King so much dTtress, that two years later he despatchJ MiguelCorte

W toTher r •'•"'
'°t''

°"* *•>=* had Lome ofhis brother Amvmg at Newfoundland they separated

^rX'"^ T" %''"' """ P'-^^ "' "ndezvols to«arch the coast north and south for traces of Caspar.At the appomted time two ships returned, but ^atcommanded by Miguel Corte R^al never a^iveS, andrad.t.on says was lost in the Straits of Belle Isfefor which reason Belle Isle was orieinallv called th-W iy. ^T'"'-
^"^ """fy wis calS'StKmg of Portugal "the land of the Corte Reals" andwas bestowed upon that family by a Royaf grant whkhwas continually renewed until the year 1579 xC^ePortuguese at once began to carfy on a fishei^ in acommercial manner in the new prolific fishing gVounds

su'iTn"edft*V"' 'l^'
'" '5°^ '^"S E""-"'

Tre"su,^ ^"^
''°'"'^" *°''''' ^ P"''* '"'° ">« Royal

In 1521, lettes patent granted to loSo AlvarezFagundez refer to many previous voyages ™d:

4r,
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from Viana, some of which apparently penetrated into

the Gulf o St. Lawrence, and in 1527 we have John

Rufs iLr telling of the presence of two Portuguese

ships in the harbour of St John's.

The French records tell of a voyage made m .506

by one John Dennys, and in .508 four v-se were

fitted out in Rouen for Terre Neuve. In 1510 Ae

vessel Miuette arrived at Rouen to sell fish caught

in Terre N^uve. and in .5. letters patent were gran ed

to Juan de Agramonte, "to discover the secret of the

"'a'SoJ called the Chronicles c/ Euse6ius.p<.b\i.h^d

by Henry Estienne in Paris, in .512. describes seven

Stages who had been brought to Rouen from the

country called Terre Neuve. There can be no doubt

that th^ French fishermen, particularly from Normandy

and Brittany, greatly preponderated in the fisheries of

Newfoundland and Labrador during the ^'xteen h cen-

Turv The New InUrlude, i5i7,to be quoted fully later,

laments that while the English "ere neglectmg the

countries discovered by them, ;<
full a hundred sad of

the French loaded with fish there every year. While

some allowance must be made for poet.c licence, it was

no doubt mainly correct. John Rut encountered eleven

Norman vessels in the harbour of St. John's in August,

1,27 and the St. Mal6ins showed by their opposition

to Jacques Cartier in 1533 that they carried «" » regu-

ar fishery in the Straits of Belle Isle, and probably in

the Gulf of St. Lawrence as well. In Edward Vis

Journal of his reign, he mentions that the French Am-

bassador informed him that the Emperor of Spam had

stayed certain French ships going fishing to Newfound-

land." . „_„
The Spanish do not appear to have given any atten-
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Mo/tL"? "°''t"J'-
^"'' °f *= American coast. InSOI the Spanish Kmg gave order, to Alonso de Hoieda

n the^NoTh'w'r'r '^' ^"'^'"P'^ °f '"« eSin the North West, but after the voyages of the CorteReals nriade it plain that the greater part of the sel

^atd ofthe'.;'°""ft"'
''"' '^'''"'°' '=»' '° "^' - -

rr-foM M
°f d<=">arcation,agreed to at the Treatyof Tordesilla.,, and consequently outside of the Spanish

laludes
" "^ '°°'' "° '""*" '«"«' •" *ose

It has already been stated that nothing is l<nown forcertain of John Cabot after the sailing^of h,s TJiondexped.t.on in ,498,and it is generally supposed tS hisdeath took place shortly after his return %e thTs as

Zf'tfr.'"
"*"™' "^ ""'^ ""'^ '"an two years wefind that h.s letters patent were superseded by newletters ^tent, grafted by Henry VI I%n March^g h.

J- I J'^f,
"•«'?'<""» "-ere three merchants of Bristol-Richard Ward, Thomas Ashehurst, and John Thomasand three natives of the Azores-JoSo Fernandez F"an.'Cisco Fernandez, and Joao Gonzales. Privilege were

TcT^t'TtT
"""" '° ''""' P-iouslTgUt^d^

to Cabot The term was ten years, and it was sienifi-

^vU toanvf"
''?""""%°f»"y previous grant madeby Us to any foreigner or foreigners, etc

"

the fti^r^r!
°^ "'" expedition is preserved beyond

fte fact that ,t returned in January, 1502, for onJanuary 7th we find that Henry VII gTanted "To menof Bristoll that founde Thisle £s
"

On September 26th, 1502, there is an entry in thePj.vy Purse "To the merchants of Bristoll that havebeen m the Newe Founde Lande ;f20
"

On December 6th, 1503, Henry VII issued a warrant
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for the payment of a pension of ^lo per annum, which

had already been granted in 1502, "unto our trusty and

well beloved subjectts ffraunceys ffemandus and John

Guidisalvus squiers in consideration of the true service

which they have doon unto us to °"'
''"f"

," P?'"""

as capitaignes unto the newe founde lande. The firat

payment made under the grant referred to was no doubt

that of ;£20 named above.

Another item of information, which must be referred

to this voyage, is contained in Stowi/s Annals 3.nA m

Hakluyes Voyages. They both quote from Fabyans

Chronicle, but differ as to the date of the occurrence^

Hakluyt at first places it in the' seventeenth year of

Henry VII's reign, and afterwards in the fourteenth,

while Stowe says it was in the eighteenth. It is more

reasonable to suppose that the first named date was the

correct one, which would be between August 22nd, 1501,

and August 22nd, 1502.

Hakluyt's account reads as follows: Of three

savage men which hee (Sebastian Cabot) brought home

and presented unto the King in the 17th year of his

"''^"his yeere also were brought unto the King three

men, taken in the newe founde Island, that before I

spake of in William Purchas time being i..aior 1 hese

were clothed in beastes skinnes and ate raw flesh, and

spake such speeche that no man coulde understand

them, and in their demeanour like to bruite beastes,

whom the King kept a time after. Of the which upon

two years past I saw apparelled after the manner of

Englishmen in Westminster Pallace, which at that time

I could not distinguish from Englishmen, till I was

learned what they were. But as for speeche, I heard

none of them utter one word."
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hJ'"J!" ^^*"'' "*'"« "* «"•' <^«='"" them to

,1™ I**"
^.'''""°=- a"d consequently that they werealmost certamy taken from Labrador. It is also

Tl J V r" "*
f
''""''''""y P-^ved later, that thename Labrador was bestowed upon the country because

t we, fi„t sighted by JoSo Fernandez. How it c^l
these three Eshmos at Court cannot be explained.«ut It seems reasonable to suppose that Warde
Ashehurst, and Thomas, John and Francis Fernandez
Gu.d.salvus. Hugh Elliott and William Thome, had!some or all of them, accompanied John Cabot in hisvoyages ,497 and ,498, that Sebastian had also accom-
panied h^ father and afterwards formed one of thecrew of the subso-.uent expeditions from BristolOn December 9th, 1502. Henry VII again issued

F^n?i/ r'
'°7''°'"" Ashehurst. Joao Gonzales.

Francsco Fernandez, and Hugh Elliott, authorizing

^a^^Z"^ V:- T"^ ^"^"""e ?""'««« of trade
for forty years. On Januao, 7th previous, a payment

1a» I ^•" """^,' '° '^°'*'* ""'^ William Thomeand Hugh Elliott, of Bristol, who having bought aFrench ship of 120 tons, "wit the same ship the same
merchants offre to doe unto us service at all times atour commandment." The connecting link betweenhe« two records .s furnished by Robert Thome's letter

he ^^vl"^! '
*"'?" *"" ^'""•' '" '527. in which

he says: I reason that as some sicknesses Bre heredi-
tanous and come from father to sonne, so this
mchnation or desire for discoveries I inherited from

„?^^ H • Z^r "^^ ^"°*^" '""<=''''"' of B"Stowenamed Hugh El.ot were the discoverers of the New-
foundlands of the which there is no doubt (as now
plainly appeareth) if the mariners would then have
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bene ruled and followed their pilot's mind, the landes

of the West Indies (where all the gold cometh from)

would have been ours, for all is one coast as by the card

appeareth." How this would have been accomplished

is not so plain to us as it appeared to Robert Thorne.

The following entry, taken from the Public Records,

no doubt refers to this voyage of 1503. November

17th, 1503, "To one that brought haukes from the

Newfound island £1."

And the following would indicate voyages made in

1504 and 1505: April 8th, 1504, "To a Priste going

to the New Island £2."

August 25th, 1505, "To Clays, going to Richmond

wit wyld cattsand popyngays of the Newfound Isle for

his costs 13s. 4d."

September 25th, 1505, "To Portuzals that brought

popyngays and cattes of the mountaigne with other

stuff to the Kings Grace £$."

It is thus apparent that the people of Bristol were

at once aroused to great enthusiasm by the discoveries

of Cabot, and immediately took steps to utilize them.

Sebastian Cabot's history at that time cannot be

accurately determined. Peter Martyr, Gomara, and

many others report speeches and statements made by

him, which recent commentators conclude were actually

so made in the words in which they were recorded, and

because of their contradictory nature his reputation

has been assailed in the most uncompromising manner.

All the apparently contradictory statements have been

ascribed to him, and none to the inattention, forgetful-

ness, or carelessness of the chronicle themselves,

whereas one of the most common frailties of human

nature is the difficulty of repeating a story exactly as

it has been heard. Sebastian Cabot seems to have been
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of a boastful nature, and to have spoken more of hisown achievements than of those of his father, but that
» hardly sufficient reason for the entire discredit which
has been cast upon him by many recent writers. If hewas the liar and impostor which these would have us
believe he seems to have been more successful in his

^y and generation than such characters generally are.

^Ih^A^ T" •''ehly valuer- by England in his early
manhood, and were so gener-lly known that Spainntr^ued until they were secured for her benefit. For

Srll^tr ^'"'
^T

""''* **"= '"ehest posts in the

^,r. ^"""'/"•^ ^hen he transferred his services^a.n to England, where he also occupied high office,
the strongest representations were made by Spain

dur'irfh " ^^'u°"" ** '="' '»''' At fnter'ials

tTL^u T'"' "'^. ^°""'=" °f T«" ^' Venice also

hardly probable that they were all deceived, and our

hrchi'rarabnt^"' "
'"*" ^ ^-^ ""'-"•= °^

Sebastian Cabot several times referred to a voyage or

butX"
°"'"/'''" "*" °"'8'"='' ™y-g<= of discoverJ^

^Jln^ ! .T" ' '*''^" '° ""='' '•>=" " ''^ impossible to
reconcile them or to determine when they took place.

Jifd^c^r ^" "^l""^
'° ™y*S«=' '" '498, 1508,

InLJ ^i
"^^ ""y^" ^^ »''««dy been dis-

^^ lu
'"PP"' °'" ^ ^y^S" "Wch took place in

1508 there are two entirely independent and circum-
stantial accounts, to which some credit must be given.

?ontfrf-'L'^'^rt'" ^ ™P°'' '^"^ ^y Mercantorio

followI-L
"" "' ^""'"^ '" 'S^^'"""! '= ^=

"Sebastian Cabot, the son of a Venetian, who repaired
to England in galleys from Venice with the notion of

i i
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Boine in search of countries, obtained two ships from

Henry King of England, the father of the present

Henry, who has beconie a Lutheran and even worse;

navieated with three hundred men until he found the

sea frozen. He was obliged therefore to turn back

without having accomplished his object, with the in-

tention of renewing the attempt when the sea was not

frozen But upon his return he found the King dead,

and his son caring little for such an enterprise."

Henry VII died on April, 2ist, 1509, and the voyage

referred to must have been made in the previous year

, ?o8 Contarini had undoubtedly met Sebastian Cabot

in Spain and obtained his information from his own

lies but as usual did not tell the story clearly and

completely. The account of the date of the voyage,

however, seems quite circumstantial.

The other statement regarding a voyage made by

Sebastian Cabot in 1508 is found in Geo'B.e Bests

account of Frobisher-s voj-'ge, published in I57».

He says :

—

"Sebastian Cabot, being an Englishman borne at

Bristowe, was by commandment of Kmg Henry VII

in anno 1508 furnished with shipping munition and

men, and sayled along that tract (which now is called

Baccalaos) pretending to discover the passage to

Cataya and went aland in many places and brought

home sundry of the people, and sundry other things

of that country in token of possession, being (I say) the

first Christian that ever set foote on land."

There seems to be no possibility that Best derived

his information from Contarini's statement and it

seems quite too extraordinary a coincidence for them

both to have made the same mistake; therefore,



VOYAGES TO THE NEW LANt)S, lBOO-1634 43
unless a mutual source of error can be traced, it must
be assumed that each had good authority for what
they stated.

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, writing in .566, quotes from
Sebastian Cabofs chart "yet to be seen in the Queens
Majesties Privie Gallery at Whitehall, who was sent to
make this discoverie by Henry VI 1 and entered thenme fret, affirming that he sayled ver>- farre Westward
with a quarter of the North on the north side of Terre
de Labrador, the eleventh day of June, until he came to
the septentrional latitude of 67I degrees, and finding
the sea still open faid that he might and would have
gone to Cataia if the mutiny of the masters and
manners had not been."

Either the date or the latitude is incorrect in this
statement, but it does not necessarily follow that the
misstatement was Cabot's.

Ramusio, Peter Martyr, and Gomara all tell of a
voyage to the Arctic regions under Sebastian Cabofs
command. But we can only notice here the account
given by that "learned and painful writer" Richard
Eden, in the prefatory letter to his translation of Sebas-
tian Munster, in 1553. He says:

" If merely manly courrage had not been wanting at
such time as our soverign lord of noble memorie King
Henry VIII, about the same yeare of his reign
furnished and sent out certain ships under the govern-
ance of Sebastian Cabot yet living and Sir Thos. Pert
whose faint heart was the cause the voyage tooke
none effect"

This is the only reference that has been found to a
voyage in the year 15 16-17. Hakluyt evidently gives
gives credit to it, and Purchas, referring to it, writes-
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"A second time Sir Thos. Pert and the said Cabota

were set forth with a fleet to America by King Henry

VIII in the eight yere of his reign," but he nowhere

refers to a ^previous voyage conducted by them. It

will be noticed that the reference to the date in Eden's

letter is somewhat ambiguous, or at least very peculiarly

expressed. Generally speaking, the sentence, " about

the same year of his reign," would be taken to mean

that it was the same year as that on which some other

event had taken place, but in this instance, wanting

some such explanation, it has been concluded that the

adjective " same " refers to the numeral " eight," which

is by no means a convincing explanation. It is much

more likely that " same " is a printer's error for " first" •

In any case the voyage could not have taken place in

1 5 17, as Cabot transferred his services to Spain in 15 12,

was certainly there on November 13th, 1515, was made

Pilot Major February 9th, 15 18, and it is very improb-

able that he could have accepted employment from

Henry VIII in the interval. Sir Thomas Pert is also

recorded as being in the Thames in July, 1517, ballast-

ing his vessel.

The earliest reference to the discovery of America

which has been found in English literature occurs in

a little drama entitled, A newe interlude and a mery of

the iiij elements declaryinge many proper points of philo-

sophy natural, the only copy of which is in the British

Museum. It is somewhat imperfect, having lost the

colophon, and it is therefore impossible to say exactly

when it was printed, but a note, in the handwriting

of David Garrick, states in regard to it, "First im-

' Mr. Geo. Parker Winahip, author of the very excellent Cabot

Bibliography, is a strong believer in a voyage maiie by bebastian Cabot

in 1508.
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The lines referring to the New World are as follows :-

And northwarde on this syde

But beyonde that so cold it isNo man may there abyde
rhjs see is called the great OceyanSo great rt.s that nevir man

^
Coude tell ,t sith the worlde began
Tyll nowe within this xx yere
Westwarde be founde new landes
That we neuer harde tell of before thisBy wrytynge nor other meanys

a!^?!?"''
"""^ '''"« ''«n 'hereAnd that contrey is so large of rome

fet^fXorgVi""--<'°-

g;^?^]T.??y2rt'bnv'cirsyde
Aboue V. thousand myle
But what commodytes be withinNo man can tell nor well imagyn
But yet not longe a go

By the kynges noble consent
It for to serche to that extentAnd coude not be brought therto
But they that were the ventere (r)sHaue cause to curse their raaryners
fals of promys and dissemblers
1 hat falsly them betrayed

K,*'^';
*olde Uke no pain to saile fartherThan their own lyst and pleasure

Wherefore that vyage and dyuers othersSuche Itaytyffes haue distroyedO what thynge a had be than

M\,lV^^^^^ "^ englyshe menMyght haue been the furst of all

Ann' "'5"/''"'"!= ••»« take possesjyon

AIZ ' '""'
'>")'!i'y°K« and habySdonA memory perpctuall

SiJ.t^r.?'"' "," '""orable thynge

To haue had his domynyon extend^ge

I (
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There into so farre a grounde

Whiche the noble kynRe of late menory

The most wyse prince the vij. He(n)ry

Caused furst for to be founde

And what a great meritoryouse deed

It were to haue the people instructed

To lyue more vertuously

And to Icrne to knowe of men the maner

And also to knowe god their maker

Whiche as yet lyue all be(a)stly

For they nolher god or the deuell

Nor neuer harde tell of heuyn nor hell

WrytTOge nor other scripture

But yet in the stede of god almyght

They honour the Sonne for his great lygght

For that doth them great pleasure

Buyldynge nor house they haue none at all

But wodes cotes and caues small

No marueyle though it be so

For they vse no maner of yron

Nother m tolle nor other wepon

That shulde help them therto

Copper they haue which is founde

In dyuers places aboue the grounde

Yet they dig not therfore

For as 1 sayd they haue none yron

Wherby they shuld in the yerth myne

To serche for any wore

Great haboundance of wodfts ther be

Moste parte vyr and pyne aple tre

Great ryches myght come therby

Bothe pytche and tarre and sope asshys

As they make in the eest landes

By brynnying therof only

Fyshe they haue so great plente

That in hauyns take and slayne they be

With stauys withouten sayle ...
Nowe frenchemen and other haue founden the trade

That yerely of fyshe there they lade

A boue an C. sayle.

But this newe lande founde lately

Ben called America by cause only

Americus did first them fyndc.

These verses are full of suggestiveness, and display

popular knowledge of the New World in England at
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that period

;
but we are only concerned here with the

reference to a voyage to the northern coasts of America
undertaken by the English, which was brought to nought
bX the mutiny of the sailors. This making the fourth
reference to an incident of that kind.

It does not seem probable that they all refer to theame occasion. One would be inclined to suppose thatThome referred in his letter to one of the earlier
voyages, probably that of 1501-2. The others, how-
ever, pomt to a Uter date, and it is allowable to surmise

K- u i'u ' """ '^'" '° "«= ™yag«= °f 1508-9, in
which Sebastian Cabot, possibly assisted by SirThomas Pert, sailed along the Newfoundland and
Labrador coast and penetrated some distance into
Hudson Strait, but owing to Sir Thomas Pert's " want
of stomacke" was prevented, as he thought, from reach-mg Cathay. Turning south, he coasted down to Florida
and thence returned to England. It must be concededn any case that such a voyage took place, and the
duration of the voyage, recorded by Contarini. from the
spring of 1508 to April 22nd, 1509, is the only
account we have which would permit of such an exten-
sive exploratory expedition. The probability that
Sebastian Cabot entered Hudson Strait is deduced
from Sir Humphrey Gilbert's account given above, and
also from that of Richard WiUes written about thesame time. The latter is most circumstantial, describ-
ing a strait depicted on Sebastian Cabot's map "which
the Earl of Bedford hath at Cheines," between sixty-
one and sixty-four degrees north latitude, into which
Cabot penetrated for some distance : but no such strait
IS found on the so-called Sebastian Cabot map of 1544.After this date there is no record of an English
expedition actually having taken place until 1527.

! !»
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But the English marine was steadily growing, and the

English Navy was making itself felt in the " narrow

'

seas In 1513, it is recorded that the merchants of

Bristol owned a fleet of nine vessels of over one

hundred tons each, which were bound to do a service

to the Crown when called upon. Seeing the interest

talcen by the people of Bristol in the New Lands m the

opening years of the century, it is safe to assume that

some of these vessels were employed in the trade which

thev had discovered.

In 1521. Henry VIII and Cardinal Wolsey decided

that an expedition "be prepared for a viage to be made

to the newe founde land. ... The Drapers Coa-pany

to furnish V shippes. The King's Grace to prepare

them in takyll ordinaunce and all other necessaries at

his charge. And also the King to here the adventor.

The michauntts and companys to be at the charge of

vitaylling and mannys wages, for one whole yere and

the shippes not to be above VI score ton apeice." In

reply the Drapers Company declared that the King

and his Councillors " were duely and substauncially

informed in such man' and as perfite knowledge myghte

be had by credible reports of maisters and maryr-^rs

naturally born within this realm of England having

experiences and exercises in and about the afore said

lands ao wele in knowledge of the lande, the due course

of the waye thithwards and homeward as in knowledge of

the havens dayngers and sholds there upon that coast that

then it were lesse jeopardy to adventure thither than it

is now al though it be furder hens than few English

maryners can tell.

" And we think it were to sore advent to jeoperd V

shippes with men and goodes unto the Island uppon the

singular trust of one man called as we understoned
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Sebastyan whiche Sebastyan as we here say was nevern that lande himself, all if he make, r^^e " many

there ".l/''"
*" '*'' """ '' Sebastyan had bene

naisLTHd"" '"^^'''' ^ "''""S "°- --t-^

oth^r;^ f?"""
P "" '^="' '" e">"' three shippes and

Sie saw'sfS *'" "' '"""^ °' •"" °"«'y t™»ting to

Sv,n , 1

^^" *^ '"PJ"'' ''t""* "° "TsdomI toaaventr lyves and good thither in suche manr what forfe^ of syknes or dethe of the said Sebastyan
Sebastian Cabot was in England at the time this

G^:lro"f f"?
"" '"^•^^ ^^ '"'' that onTjohn'i^oaeryck of Foley was paid 43s. 4d. "for hischa^e costes and labour conduc^'ng 1,f Se^tian

& fa:"r*"ir'*'= ""il""''-
'" ^^^^ *° London^'""So far as is known, the expedition never sailed.

It IS not easy to understand the exact purport ofth« reply of the Drapers' Company, beyond th^ fact

f wJL^^d""""'"'^
to fumish^hnhip,«*

„L .h I
•

""'^ searching for excuses. Wolsev

r^n Caw" V' "."""" °' J^"«=t =" the ttalTfJohn Cabofs discoveries, and must have been fullv

That he should have judged Sebastian Cabot competentto command this expedition goes far to countSnce
^ter"arr'"'l'°''""°"

"'"^ London merctn^wh:

tl^tt^ Ca^"
'° "" "»y ™«= °' their statementsseoastian Cabot s own account of this aifair is to beound m the very interesting letter of Conul W^an Ambassador at Madrid, to the Council of Ten atVenice dated December ..st. ,5... Cabot was intr
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increasing hs value w.
..Now it so happened,

been to employ him. "« ^~

;

ago (if P m«-
that when in Eng and some *'« V^^ '^^^ t„„, if

take not) Cardinal Wolsey offered me h
g^ ^^ ^.^

^ "°""*
tet's^r:::':ilt «X an^they had

covery. The
^f

^^'^ *"^„ . ....^ for their outfit 1

got together ^^/"f/the service of the King
answered him that bemg m tn

^ ^^^

of Spain I could not go
"'^^^'^'^'^J^^'' in)I would

pernTissicnwereg^nted™^^^^^^

serve him. He tnen loiu
.^ ^^^^^^

tian f"
V'°ce""Tn con«que ce of *^. - ^'^ ^"'"^

country, Venice^ '" =°"'!^
,j „„ longer beneSt our

the King of England ^ ""'°
"„„j ^^^^^ „e leave

'°""*'^\l"KrnXf EngllTas he wouH injure him-

to serve the K'"gJ^ ^f^^ ,,',^11 ^e forthwith."

self extremely, and thus to recai
^^.^

One very importan f»=*'
^"^'^^^'Jpany, and that

„ply of the ovcr-cautious Drape;
^^rmariU were

is. that many
"»'^;>?,",nowWge "f the way to the

obtainable who had ff r'°^^~f ^^ „s, and shoals

new-found-lands and of *« ha«"^ °
unrecorded ex-

upon Jiat coast. Consequen^V many^
^^.^^^^ ^^

peditions had 1-n -ade^th
2'had ^^^^^ ^^^^

England
P"°--J° ^;, Jh,n war broke out between

proportions that m 'SJ^.*"™ of war were stationed

Lgland and F""--f"f;*Xn „g"shing fleet,

in the Channel ^ P;°«= *'
"Is^islbly instigated by

John Rufs voyage of -S.^? *« P^ J^ „n this ex-

Robert Thome's letter. 1*°;'^ GuM/ord of 160

pedition,the Samfscn^nd^^ Ma^' OmJ
^^^^^^

tons, a King's ship, built in I524-

' i.e. Omtarini.
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John Rut wrote to King Henry from the harbour ofSt Johns -in bad English and worse writing," (whichby the bye, .s the earliest letter in the English langu^e
written from America) we learn that, having sailed as

Z !k V u
' ""^ en^untered so much ice on July1st that they were forced to turn south and harboured

of N f'' f, ?' " "^"''" " *' n°rth.east pointof Newfoundland was then called, probably in the well

seoarteH f ':.°'c"'^"P""'-" ^''«>' ^ad become
separated from the San./,sa« in a storm, and after wait-

St Johns and waited there six weeks longer, but shenever put in an appearance.

.J^f^r*""^
"'"° *"^ **° °*" E"B''''' »»"> on the

" Mlstlr" r ""ir"' *'"l''
=•"= "'"'^d '° by Pachas as

June ,0th and reachmg Newfoundland July 21st also
rather curiously, at Cap de Bras. Also Hakluyt wrote

fn„T t^' "^^ °'" ^ "'""y Vni, sailing fromLondon, May 9th, .527, one of which was calfed theDom,»us Vobucum, and in which sailed divers cunninemen and a canon of St. Paul's. One of the ships was
ost m the Straits of Belle Isle, and the other re^urn^home about the beginning of October. Hakluyfs

eTr^
"""°' ''\harmonized with what is known of

*lt h u°' ^^} ''°^^^'- ^^ "=" disappointed
hat he could not find out something more, and blames

should have used more care in preserving the memories
of the worthiest acts of our nation." A criticism
which we devoutly echo.

criticism

Mi
!
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CHAPTER IV

THE DERIVATION OF THE NAME "LABRADOR"

^T^HF oreceding chapter gives in narrative form

T what'Ts thought to be a common«=nse v.ew of

the eariy voyages to the north-east coast o America

iVbu^ iittLlttempt at -i— - «f"hi
^Twrto ttT oTtsubJtVhi'h\as

occupied
undertakes to

/'^^f'

°'
^y^'students, and the writer,

the attention of so many abestua ,

^.^^^^^^

VVIToSsT: ouJnTthe larly^xploration of

t^^ZX :"ot r^h. :^ r.Uy our Labrador,

-rdSr^o?;hft::KSo- is so inter.

J inTSu:"-on.that it is first necessao. to give

not be seriously considered.
.
^^ bra» <i eau

7iz'z:^rr^rtfh::;: ^significance

?or oufLabrldo;. Some eariy writers said that it was

52
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THE DERIVATION OF THE NAME 53

the name of the captain of a Basque vessel who was
among the first to navigate its rugged coasts, or of the
vessel itself. But no evidence has been produced to
substantiate this theory. Another far-fetched explana-
tion is that Corte Real bestowed the name on a part of
the country because he thought it fit for cultivation,

which is absurd. As a matter of fact, it is probable
that Corte Real did not succeed in effecting a landing
on any part of Labrador on account of ice, and not
intending to found a colony he could not have applied
the name with intent to deceive, as did Eric the Red in

the case of Greenland.

Henry Biddle, in his Mtmoirs of Sebastian Cabot
(Philadelphia, 1831), first called attention to the letter

of Pietro Pasqualigo, Venetian Ambassador at the
Court of Portugal, to his brothers in Venice. It is

dated October 19th, 1501, a few days after the return
of Corte Real's ships. Among other particulars he
gives a description of the fifiy-seven natives who were
brought to Portugal from the land which had been
visited. " The men of this place," says he, " will make
excellent workers and the best slaves one has ever
seen." For this reason Biddle suggested that the
name Labrador was taken from the Portuguese word
"lavrador" or "labrador," meaning labourer—an ex-
planation which has satisfied nearly all writers since

that time. But there are flaws in the line of reasoning
which completely upset that theory. On the " Cantino,"
" King," and other maps, drawn immediately after the
return of Corte Real's ships, two countries are seen.

One is undoubtedly Newfoundland, both from its

description and situation ; and from there Corte Real
sent his vessels with the fifty-seven savages. The
other, in some maps, has the unmistakable outline of
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facts of Corte Real 5 voy g ,

^^^^ ^^^^

that IS, to i^cwi
..ijihrador" centres round the

M. t-rnesio Emmanuel of

,894. points out that. '" •50». ^ B
^^^^^

northern regjons. Associatedj.th.^^^^^,,
^^^

sailed from Bristol m i5oi- ^
Barcellos

^hfch went to seek for Caspar CorteJe^-
^^^^
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author, drawn about the year 1530, which is preserved
in the library of the Duke of Wolfenbuttel. Professor
Stevens, of Rutgers College, New Jersey, has only
recently obtained leave to copy it, and has just pub-
lished an excellent facsimile, from which the accompany-
ing illustration has been made. In the outlines of the
north-east coast of America and in tiie nomenclature,
it is an exa 1 copy of the Ribero map of 1 529. But on
the country named "Tierra del Labrador" it is written

:

"This country was discovered by the people of the
town of Bristol, and because he who first sighted land
was a labourer from the islands of the Azores it was
named after him."

It has been suggested that this was a likely thing for
sailors to do, seeing themselves outdone by a reputed
farmer.

Taken altogether, this evidence from such diverse
sources seems to be conclusive, and, unless something
more definite is disclosed in the future, must be accepted
as the real explanation of the name Labrador.
But whatever the derivation may be, the name fits.

Cabot, Corte Real, Davis, Hudson, and a long line of
adventurous spirits, have toiled along its rugged coasts.
And in the present day an army of fishermen from
Newfoundland fight their way to its shores each suc-
ceeding spring, through ice and fog and storm, there to
ply their calling during the eighteen -hour -long day
with a degree of severe labour unknown in other in-

dustries. It is truly named the land of the labourer—
not " tiller of the soil," but " toiler of the deep."

i i
'



CHAPTER V

CARTOGRAPHICAL EVOLUTION OF LABRADOR

NEITHER Cabot, Corte Real, nor any of the earlier

voy^ers to Newfoundland and Labrador left any

written accounts of their expeditions, and we owe our

knowledge of them entirely to hearsay evidence. But

there is a continuous series of documentary evidence

left to us, of which they were in part the authors, from

which a great deal of information can be derived.

The leader of every expedition furnished himself,

before starting, with any maps or charts which were

obtainable of the regions he proposed visiting, and cor-

rected and enlarged them by his own experience.

These rough drawings were acquired by skilled carto-

graphers (especially in Portugal and Spain, where there

were Schools of Navigation) and were embodied in

maps [Irawn up by them, often of the most elaborate

character, embellished with illustrations and resplendent

with gold and colours.

Some thirty or more maps and charts of the countries

in which we are interested are still extant, dating

before the voyage of Jacques Cartier in 1534, and it is

one of the most fascinating studies to trace in them the

gradual growth of knowledge of the New World to see

how new discoveries were represented and also how

errors arose and were perpetuated.

Labrador is a particularly interesting subject of study,

56
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rJ'lf' "r^T^ """'"" P"-°bleins connected with itwhich are hlcely to remain subjects of controversy formany a long day. '

fouTrf^/T T^ ""^'"^ »"^'"Pt«l t° show the New-
found-land discovered by Cabot, was that drawnbetween Apnl and October, .500, by Juan La Cosa a

fLt^f
P"°t°f considerable ex^rience, who hkdhimself crossed the Atlantic several times. A long

coastline is seen running from east to west, gradually
curving south until it combines with the presenfFlorida

iL^^'/.u"'"^. °' "*"" *' '"'«"»'» ^long thecoas
,
and the sea is labelled "the sea discovered by the

English. Notwithstanding the deepest study which
historians and geographers have bestowed upon it thismap remains entirely inexplicable; the coastline cannotbe Identified, and the names are purely fanciful •

Only one suggestion can be made in r^rd to itwhich seems in the slightest degree satisfactory. Pedrode Ayala, the Spanish Ambassador in London, wrote toSpam shortly after Cabofs first voyage, saying that he
supposed the lands found by Cabot adjoined thedominions of Spain which had been discovered by

rl^T K '; ^"!f" T^" °f
'^"'^'"S » map drawn byCabot^ut doubtless did not do so. La Co^ seems tohave been impressed by the hint contained in Ayala's

letter, and to have drawn his map solely to give ex!
pression to it, and produced a fanciful coastline, dis-
covered by the English, adjoining the dommions of theKing of Spain.

The next map of the north-east coast of America isknown as the Cantino" map, bearing the date of .502
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It was drawn at Lisbon, and is undoubtedly an en-

deavour to show the results of Corte Real's voyages m

1500 and 1 501. A very curious eiTor originated on

this map which it took many years to eradicate.

The designer knew that Corte Real had been unable

on account of ice to reach the land he saw in 1500. He

must also have been familiar with the maps and portu-

lans of the latter half of the fifteenth centuor, which

show Greenland fairly correctly outlined. Although all

communication with it had been cut off for nearly a

century its reputation as an ice-bound country still

continued, so the designer of the map very natur-

ally jumped to the conclusion that it must have been

the land which Corte Real saw in 1500. He therefore

copied it very carefully, and labelled it as follows :—

" This land was discovered by the order of the most

excellent Prince Dom Emmanuel, King of Portugal,

and is found to be the extremity of Asia. They who

discovered it were not able to land, but they examined

it and saw nothing but mountains. For this reason it

is believed to be the extremity of Asia."

Now it is clearly impossible that Corte Real could in

such a short time have become so well acquainted with

the outlines of Greenland as is here shown, and the map

therefore does not delineate only what he had seen, and

the fact of the above label being attached to Greenland

cannot be considered conclusive evidence that he had

seen a part any more than the whole of it. Some

writers are of opinion that it actually was Greenland

which Corte Real saw in 1500, but when it is re-

membered that the country arrived at in 1501 was

Newfoundland, and that it was contiguous to the land

seen on the previous voyage, it must be adp-itted that.
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in all probability, our Labrador was the ice-bound coast
which he could not attain. Perhaps also the geo-
grapher may have been misled in some curious way by
the fact that Corte Real had given the land he dis-
covered the name of " Tierra Verde." It must also be
remembered that the early voyagers were very erratic
in their longitudes, while their latitudes were fairly
correct Even Frobisher's discoveries were misunder-
stood, and until the end of the eighteenth century
Frobisher's Straits were marked on the east coast of
Greenland.

On the Cantino map is seen, near to Greenland, an
outline of the country which Corte Real visited in 1501.
The label attached to it reads :

" This land was discovered by the order of the very
high and most excellent Prince, Dom Emmanuel, King
of Portupl, the which Caspar Corte Real, gentleman
of the King's house, discovered. He sent thence a ship
with some men and women of the country, remained
himself with the other ship, and never afterwards
returned. Magnificent trees for masts are found there."

It is carefully located to the east of the line of
demarcation, by which Pope Alexander VI divided
the dominions of Spain from those of Portugal, and it

is called " The land of the King of Portugal."
The deep bays and scattered islands are typical of

the eastern seaboard of Newfoundland, and it is un-
doubtedly intended for that coast Notre Dame Bay
is supposed to be the scene of his landfall.

The next map to claim our interest was drawn by an
unknown Portuguese cartographer, a year or so after
the Cantino map, and is known as the " King " map.

It is particularly interesting as being the first attempt
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to delineate the Labrador coast. The cart'>gjrapher had

probably discovered the mistai ; made "" *e Cantmo

map by confusing it with Greenland as he abandons

l^ell-known outlines °f *atfen,nsula and draws

In i,«CTilarlv shaped island to the eastward of Terra

S-AeTea " aVNewfoundland was then called, and

UWs Sr the first time time, "Terra Laborator,^

mL been already shown, this is proof pos.t.ve that

fh llTm^as not derived from the nativesV n Core

Real sent from "Tena Corte R«l.
.fV^

f the dc

rivation of the name is as has been ^er. ..'^j«ted in

the previous chapter, it shows that the r_iK.rts of the

AngtoTorean Expedition had reached Portuga^and

very likely prevented the designer from fallmg mto the

errors of the Cantino map.'

On the "King" map will be seen for the first t.me

on tJe land callfd "Terra Corte Real" the name "Capo

Raso showing how very soon the g»g"P^-';^;

oortance of that famous cape was recognized. Also

£ upTn the right-hand corner will be seen the pemn-

lula^f Greenland, with "Tile"-i.e. Thule or IceUnd-

""xt txt map in point of date is known as Kunst-

n,Jn II It was probably drawn after the return of a

™rt of Mgud Corte Real's ill-fated expedition m

^03 and dfffers but slightly from the King map .n

outline On the island called "Term de "'"orador

however, appear no less than sever, names, wh.ch may

poX be^ken as an indication that some port on

ofthe coast of Labrador had been explored m the

. u has been .lr»dy -ief^jX ^pttSrwt"' h^^^
^^''^'-•'•)'T'''Z'\rti^TsS.!,oi'S;>Lv .bout the land

to be attached to it.
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meantime. The names themielves are now without

significance.

But it is a curious circumstance that names are found

upon " Terra de lavrador " before they are upon New-
foundland, with the sole exception of "Capo Raso."

This fact is also evidence that it was in reality our

Labrador which was intended and not Greenland. For
the east coast of Greenland is nearly always beset with

an impenetrable mass of ice, and from the time of the

rediscovery of the country by John Davis until the

beginning of the nineteenth century, it remained un-

visited on that account. When in 1 8 16-17 this barrier

of ice became almost if not entirely separated from

the land, the event caused a great deal of comment by
geographers, and parts of the east coast were then

visited for the first time. While it is not impossible

that a similar event may have taken place in 1 500, it is

yet very unlikely.

An interesting effort is vidently made by the

designer of the map known as Kunstman III, to recon-

cile the outlines of Greenland, according to Cantino,

with the outline of " Terra de lavrador " in Kunstman
II, placing on the east coast of Greenland three of the

names found on the latter, while at the same time

giving the best outline up to that date of the whole

Newfoundland and Labrador coast. The straits of

Belle Isle and Belle Isle are indicated in their pro[>er

places, and the projection of land north of Hamilton
Inlet is shown, considerably exaggerated, but in nearly

correct latitude. Farther north the shore falls away to

the north-west in a fairly accurate manner. There are

ten names marked on the coast of Labrador and
Newfoundland, and among them are found " Ilha de

Frey Luis " at 52-50' north lat., near the present St.

^^
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Lewis Inlet, and "Cabo de San Antoine" at 51° north

lat, where Cape St. Anthony is still to be found. Con-

ception Bay is the only other name which remains, but

is placed much too far north.

The chart of Pedro Reinel (1504-5) shows the east

coast of Newfoundland considerably developed and hav-

ing a greatly increa.sed nomenclature, San Johan, Y-dos

aves (Bird Isles), BoSventura, appearing for the first

time. A very noticeable feature is the first delineation

of the south coast of Newfoundland and Cape Breton.

Also, north of Newfoundland and close to it, is seen

a coastline extending far to the eastward, which is the

beginning of a new type of delineation of Labrador. It

is the prototype ofa number of maps, notably Kunstman

IV, 1520, Ribero 1529, Wolfenbuttel B 1530, Ricardina

i540,DesIien 1541, Sebastian Cabot 1544, and Descliers

1 546, the peculiarities of which will be discussed later.

The maps known as the Egerton Portulan 1507,

Ruysch 1508, and Majiolo 1511, are more crude in their

delineation, but are all interesting, as they embody the

idea that the newly found countriPi were the eastern

portion of Asia. The Ruysch map is particularly im-

portant to us as it shows the veritable Greenland, so

named, and Newfoundland labelled, for the first time,

" Terra Nova," but Labrador is not indicated.

Two extremely important maps have recently been

discovered at Wolfegg Castle, in Bavaria, by Professor

Fischer, S.J. One is the long-sought-for map of

Waldseemiiller, which was drawn to accompany an

edition of Ptolemy's Cosmography, published in 1507

at the little town of St. Di4 in the Vosges mountains.

The suggestion was first made in this edition that

the New World should be called " America," after

A mericus Vespucius, and the map now found puts the
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suggestion into practice by so designing it for the first

time.

The coast of Newfoundland is shown almost exactly
as in the " Cantino," " Canerio,' and " King" maps, and
is labelled " Litus Incognitum." It no doubt indicates,
as they do, the country discovered by Corte Real.
Engroenlandt is seen joined to the North of Europe,
as it was long supposed to be, and as it appears on
several fifteenth-century maps, especially those of
Donnu.-! Nikolaus Germanus.
The other map found is known as the Carta Marina

of Waldseemuller, 15 16, and is the earliest map of the
chart description extant. Here, again, Greenland is

found correctly outlined as it was in the Cantino map,
but it is now labelled " Terra Laboratoris," although, as
we have seen, Waldseemuller had placed it on the map
of 1507 and correctly named it Greenland. This is the
first and also the last time that Greenland, correctly

drawn, is called " Terra Laboratoris." It expresses the
error, in its fully developed condition, that Greenland
was the country discovered in 1501 by the Anglo-
Azorean Expedition. The "Cantino" map correctly
depicted Greenland, but did not bestow the name ; the
intervening maps gave the name to an island with a
fanciful outline east of Newfoundland ; it was left to
the designer of the map now under consideration to
suppress this island and label Greenland " Terra Labora-
toris." The " Litus Incognitum" of the 1507 map is seen
considerably developed, and now embraces the whole
seaboard of Newfoundland and Labrador, from 47° N.
to 59' N., the northern part called " Terra Nova," and
the southern part called Coreati—i.e. Cortreali. This
map, and Kunstman III, are the first to exhibit some
glimmerings of the correct lie of the Newfoundland

111
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and Labrador coasts and their relative position in

regard to Greenland. Not until the end of the sixteenth

century is a better idea of the trend of the Labrador

coast to be found.

The label attached gives more information than is

found on earlier maps. It reads as follows :—

" This land of CorteraU was found by order of the

King of Portugal by Caspar Corterati, Captain of two

ships A.D. 1 501. He was of the opinion that it was

the iliain land because of the great stretch of coast

extending over 600 miles. It has a number of great

rivers and is well populated. The houses of the in-

habitants are made of long sticks covered with skins.

Their garments are the skins of wild beasts, which they

wear with the fur outside in summer but inside in

winter. They paint their faces. They have no iron

and use instead instruments of stone. There are large

forests of pine trees and many fish, salmon, etc."

The Kunstman IV map, 1520, on the part ;alled

" do Lavrador " bears the following legend :
" The Portu-

guese saw this land but did not land there," and on the

part corresponding to Newfoundland called" Bacalaos,"

this inscription: "This land was first discovered by

Caspar Cortereal, Portuguese. He brought from thence

savage men and white bears. Many animals, birds,

and fish are found there. The following year he was

shipwrecked and never returned. His brother Miguel

the year after met the same fate." Which adds proof

to the opinion maintained here that the name Labrador

was not derived from the savages sent back by CorteReal.

In support of this theory may be quoted Thome's letter

to Dr. Leigh, written from Seville in 1527, in which he

says, referring to the dominion of Spain in the New
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World :
" Which maine land or coast goeth northward

and finisheth in the land that we found, which is called
here Terra de Labrador, so that it appeareth the said

land that we found and the Indies are all one maine
land." From which it is very evident that the position
of Labrador was clearly understood at the time in

Seville, even if the maps were incorrect and vague.
About the middle of the sixteenth century there

flourished in Seville a well-known cosmographer named
Alonso de Santa Cruz, who is described as "expert in

all the arts and mathematics." He had accompanied
Sebastian Cabot on his disastrous voyage to La Plata,

and was later one of the band of scientists to whom was
entrusted the correction of Le Padron General or chart
on which was noted all new discoveries.

There is still extant a manuscript by him which has
never been published. It is entitled El Islario Gemral,
and gives a very good idea of the knowledge possessed
at that time by this celebrated school of geographers.
He says :

—

"First, we propose to treat of that land which is

commonly called Labrador, the subject of much dis-

cussion as to whether it is separated from the continent
of Greenland and if it is a continuation of the northern

1 rts of Europe. Zeigler {Opera omnia 1532) holds
that it is entirely a continuation of Scandinavia.
It is frequented by the English who go there to take

fish which the natives catch in great numbers. It is

said that the natives have the same customs as those
of the Province of Poland in Scandinavia. There are
many islands to the south of this land named as
follows

: The first is called the ' Isle of Bad Fortune,'
which is situated in an arm of the sea or strait which
passes between Baccalaos and the Island of Labrador,

r
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It is called the Island of Bad Fortune because a

Portuguese expedition which went in search of the

Corte Reals suffered a great maritime disaster on

its shores."

From this it will be clearly seen that the relative

positions of Greenland, Labrador, and Newfoundland

were well understood, but whether Labrador was joined

to Greenland and Greenland to Europe had not been

ascertained.

In Richard Eden's translation (1555) of Peter

Martyr's Decades there are several interesting refer-

ences to Labrador.

" Of the landes of Labrador and Baccalaos, it is said

that many had travelled to Labrador in search of a

passage to Cathay, that Caspar Corte Real had been

there in the year 1 500, and had sent back a numoer of

men as slaves, and that the land of Baccalaos is a

great tract lying to the south of 48 deg."

Quoting Jacobus Gastaldus, a description is given of

Baccalaos and the land of Labrador to the north of

Baccalaos.

Quoting Olanus Gothero, he says:

—

"Gruntland, as some say, is fyftie leagues from the

north part of the firme lande of the West Indies, by

the lande of Labrador. But it is not knowen whether

this land be adherent with Gruntland or if there be

any streyght or sea between them."

In Gomara's History of the West Indies we find the

following statement ;

—

" The north part of the West Indies is in the same

latitude as Iceland. The first two hundred leagues to

Rio Nevado have not been explored ; from Rio Nevado
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in lat 60 the distance is two liundred leagues to Baio
de Maluas; i-ll this coast is the same 60 dee., and is
called Labrador."

Baio de Maluas, which has been interpreted Bay of
Evil, appears on the Riccardino map of 1 534-40 in what
Mems to be the Straits of Belle Isle. Rio Nevado, or
Snow River, would therefore be Hudson's Straits, and
the mtervening country correctly named Labrador.
But in spite of the fact that writers of the day under-

stood the position of these northern countries, the map
makers continued to confuse Greenland with Labrador.

In the type of map which began with that of Reinel,
and of which the Descliers map, 1546, may be taken as
representative, the southern portion of the coast named
Labrador is undoubtedly our Labrador, but it is a
matter of great question whether the long peninsula
stretching to the eastward is intended for the northern
part of Labrador or for Greenland. It is generally
considered to be the latter, but there are "rounds for
supposing that it is Labrador. The variation of the
compass in these latitudes no doubt greatly assisted in
the confusion concerning them. On the coast of New-
foundland the variation is 30", gradually increasing
until at Hudson's Straits it is 45°.

A vessel sailing to the northward from Newfoundland
sees the Labrador coast apparently opening continually
to the eastward. The course steered until the White
Bear Islands are rounded in 55* is almost N.E. by
compass. After that the general trend of the coast
is north-west, true, but the variation gradually increas-
ing in a manner balances the change of direction of the
coast Between 5;" and 58' there is a notable bend to
th eastward.

It may be remembered that in the narrative of
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the Mantuan gentleman Sebastian Cabot is recorded

to have said that, having reached the same latitude,

57', finding the coast still to turn to the eastward, he

changed his course and sailed to the south.

As the entrance of Hudson's Straits is approached

the land again turns to the east, and the Killinek

Peninsula, of which Cape Chidley is the farther point,

almost drops to the southward of east. Dr. Grenfell, in

making his course to Ungava Bay through the Ikke-

rasak or Channel which cuts off the Killinek Peninsula,

actually has to steer a N.N.E. coi.rse by compass, while

according to the maps he should have to steer almost

due west.

Taking the other assumption, that the long penin-

sula is Greenland, and allowing for the variation of the

compass at Cape Farewell, which is 52° west, it will be

seen that a vessel approaching Greenland from the

eastward would find that coast, by compass, to lie

almost east and west, with Cape Farewell pointing to

America, in the following manner :

—

"•
'i

instead of this, as will be found in the Deslien map :-

y"
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If the variation of the compass, therefore, in one case

would cause Labrador to stretch to the eastwar-^ in the
other case it would cause Cape Farewell to point to
the west instead of to the east as these maps show it
It may therefore be concluded that the idea of the
real Labrador preponderated when these maps were
drawn.

On a map preserved in the Hydrographical Depart-
ment m Paris of Portuguese origin, and supposed to
have been drawn about the year 1550, the outline of
'Terra do laurador" is shown somewhat similar to the
Deshen map, but on it Greenland is also shown in its
proper place.

The names which appear on the quasi-Labrador
coast of these maps are nearly all of Portuguese origin
and cannot now be either explained or located The
followmg list is taken from the Deslien map, quoting
from Mr. Harrisse's Decouverte de Tern Neuve The
Deslien map was drawn in Dieppe, the names are
therefore French or French adaptations from the Portu-
guese. Such meanings are given as can be ascertained.

Ten^e septentrionale inconnue. The unknown northern land
1. Playne.

i

2. B de cararaello.

. C de terre firme.

Mer de France.

. Terre de Laborador.

. R de C.
. (J de P.

. R Grande.

9. G de Anurado.
10. Gandra.
11. Redonda.
u. Ysde maio.
13. Reparo.

14. Costa.

2. Bay of Ice.

3. Cape of Mainland.
4- Sea of France.

5. Land of Labrador.
6.

7-

8. Grand River.

9. Gulf of Forests.
10.

II. Round (Island).

13.

13. Gulf of Repairs.

14- (Straight) Coast.

»,

!i?i.
^



10 LABRADOR
Terre septentrionale inconnue.

15. C de terre firme.

16. Ys de loupes marin5:.

17. Angos.
18. Cimes.
19. Argillur.

20. Y de barres.

21. B du prasse'.'

2 2. R de pecje.

23. B oscura.

24. Terra de Johan vaz.

25. C de bassis.

26. Manuel.
27. B de Manuel.
2». B de Serra.

29. Tous saints.

30. Terre ursos.

31. Pracell.'

32. Mallie.

33. de Mallu.

34. Praia.

35. B du Brandon.

36. B du baudeon.

37. R dulce.

38. R Dulce.

39. Canada.
40. G froit.

41. Carame".
42. Forest.

43. P de Gama.
44. Chasteaux.

45. Blanc Sablon.

46. Brest.

47. Jacques Cartier.

The unknown northern land.

15. Cape of Mainland.
16. Island of Seals.

'T-

IS.

19. Clay.

20. Island of Shoals.

21. Bay of the Little Fig
(porrupine).

22. River of Fishes.

23. Dark Bay.

24. Land of Joao Vaz (Corte
Real).

25. Low Cape.
26.

27.

28. Bay of Mountains.
29. All Saints.

30. Laad of Bears.

31. Porcupine

32. Evil.

33. Bay of Misfortune.

34. Meadow of Plains.

35. Bay of Brandon.
36.

37. Sweet River.

38. Sweet River.

39. Canada.

40. Cold Gulf.

41. Ice.

42. Forest.

43. Point of the Deer.

44. Castle Bay.

45. White Sand.

46. Harbour of Brest.

47. Harbour of Jacques
Cartier.

The principal fact revealed by a close study of these

maps is that the whole east coast of Newfoundland and

* Numbers of porcupines are found on Labrador.
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Labrador had been traversed within a very few years
after their discovery by Cabot. It is not possible
to attribute to each voyager the particular portion of
coast explored by him, but perhaps the following may
be as good a conjecture as any other which has been
offered.

John Cabot, in 1497, probably made land on the east
coast of Newfoundland, and coasted some distance
northi.ard before setting out on his return journey.
The significance of the name " Bacalieu," borne

by the island at tne mouth of Conception Bay, does
not seem to have been properly appreciated. It was
the name which Cabot is said to have bestowed on
the countr"ss found by him, and first appears on the
Oliveriano map of 1 503.

In 1498 Cabot probably extended his explorations
considerably, both north and south.

Corte Real, in 1500, saw some part of the northern
Labrador Coast. In 1501 he landed at Notr. Dame
Bay and explored the whole east coast of Newfound-
land. The natives he sent to Portugal had in their
possession a broken sword handle and silver rings of
Venetian manufacture, which could only have been
obtained from Cabot's second expedition.

In this same year, 1501, the Anglo-Azorean expedi-
tion visited Labrador, bestowed the name, and took
three Eskimos to England. Some members of this

expedition had previously sailed with Cabot.
In 1503 Miguel Corte Real's expedition probably

ranged the whole coast of Newfoundland and Labrador
'

in the search for Caspar Corte Real. Joao Fernandez,
the discoverer of La' .-ador, probably accompanied this

expedition, or that of 1504, which was despatched from
Portugal for the same purpose.

I !'

"
'!
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In 1508 Sebastian Cabot and Sir Thomas Pert

sailed along the Labrador Coast into Hudson's Straits,

and possibly still farther north, then turning south they
coasted down the entire North American coast.

English, French and Portuguese fishermen at once
began to ply their calling in the waters of the New
World, the former apparently frequenting more par-

ticularly the coast of Labrador.



C.IAPTER VI

JACQUES CARTIER

THE discovery of the Gulf of St. Lawrence is

generally attributed to Jacques Cartier, but it

would be undoubtedly more correct to say that he first

explored it and made it known, as there is good
evidence for the belief that he only followed up the
discoveries of his own fellow countrymen the Bretons.

Prior to Cartier's voyage in 1534, however, the Gulf
of St. Lawrence is i.jt shown on any map.

It has always been a matter of regret to students
that the letters patent or commission granted to
Cartier by Francis I has been lost. Many writers

think that the object of his voyage was to find a
passage to China and the East, but as he makes no
reference to them in his narrative it seems rather to
have been intended for the exploration of the " New-
lands " already found, and which are referred to in the
narratives of his voyages as being the eastern parts of
Asia.

Some indication of the purport of his voyage can be
obtained from the declaration he made before the Pro-
curateur of St. Malo, on March 19th, 1533. He was at

that time endeavouring to secure ships and men, " hav-
ing charge to voyage and go into Newlands and pass the
Strait of the Bay of Chatteaux," but found himself con-
tinually balked by his fellow citizens who designed " to

73
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carry away and conduct a number of ships of the town
to the said parts of Newlands for their particular profit,

who have concealed and cause to be concealed the said

shipmasters, master mariners and seamen, that by
this means the undertaking and wiil of the said lord

(Francis I) are wholly frustrated."

Upon this complaint the Procurateur decreed that
no ships were to leave port until Cartier had selected
those which he required. It will be seen from this that

Cartier intended " to pass the Straits of the Bay of
Chatteaux," now the " Straits of Belle Isle," and it is

therefore evident that the Gulf of St. Lawrence must
have been known at least in part, or else this body of
water would not have been described as a Strait. As
both Bretons and Basques were in the habit of resort-

ing to the Straits regularly for the whale fishery, it

would seem impossible that they should not have been
drawn some considerable distance within the Gulf.

The St. Malouins also showed, by their endeavours
to block Cartier's designs, that they valued the fishery

very highly, and did not wish him to intrude upon their

private preserves in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
This is the first extant reference to " Chateau," and it

will be noticed that it is spoken of as a place well known,
although it does not appear on any map until the
Harleyan Map of about 1543. It is not known, there-
fore, who bestowed this very appropriate name, the huge
mass of basalt, which caps an island in the bay, with its

perpendicular cliffs, rectangular shape and flat top hav-
ing all the appearance of a Norman keep.

Hitherto we have only been able to record that

voyages were made to I^brador without being able to
tell what places in particular were visited, but fortun-

ately a contemporary, if not the original manuscript of
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Cartier's first voyage, is still preserved, and we are able
to trace his course from day to day with almost perfect
certainty.

On the loth May, 1 534, he arrived at Cape Bonavista,
and as there was a good deal of ice on the coast he
went into the harbour of St. Kaiiherine, now Catalina,
and remained ten days. Evidently these places were
then well known by name, although no maps prior
to 1534 now exist which show them. From there
Cartier directed his course to the Isle of Birds (now the
Funks) where two of his boats loaded with great auks,
a practice which continued until the species was exter-
minated in the early part of the nineteenth century.
On May 27th he arrived at Chateau Bay on t..e

Labrador coast, which was probably the port he
intended to have first made, but found so much ice

about that he returned to the Newfoundland shore and
harboured at Rapont, or Carpont (now Quirpon). This
name again bears witness to the voyages of the Bretons
to the coast, as there are several small localities in
Brittany named "Carpunt." Here he was ice-bound
for nine days. When able to get out of the harbour he
returned to Chateau, and from thence coasted westward
through the Straits, touching at Hable des Buttes
(Greenish Hr.), Hable de Balleine (Red Bay), and
Blanc Sablon,^ which still bears the name, although
it was apparently not bestowed by Cartier as some
authors have sUted. Passing I'lsle de Bouays (Woody
Island) and I'Isle des Ouaiseaulx (Greenly Island), he
came to Islettes (Bradore Bay) and notes that " there
great fishing is done."

\ Blanc Sablon is said to he so named on account of its sandy beacli,
but It may be something more than a coincidence that there is a bay of
the same name within a few miles of Brest in France.
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On June loth he harboured at Brest, now Old Fort

Bay. Leaving his vessels to talce in wood and water,

he went in his boats some distance to the westward,

and passing by so many islands on his way he named
the locality " Toutes Isles." While on this journey he

met a ship from Rochelle, the captain of which asked

to be directed to Brest, where he intended to do his

fishing. From which incident it is clearly seen that

Brest was not so called by Cartier, as has been often

stated, but was known by name and frequented by the

Bretons before his time.

Proceeding along the coast in his boats he explored

harbour after harbour, with the excellence of which he

was much struck. One in particular, which he named
Jacques Cartier Harbour, he considered "one of the good

harbours of the world." But of the country he gave the

same unflattering opinion as the Norsemen had done.

He says ;

—

" If the land was as good as the harbors there

are, it would be an advantage, but it should not be

named the New land but (tlie land) of stones and rocks,

frightful and ill-shaped, for in all the said north coast I

did not find a cartload of earth though I landed in

many places. Except at Blanc Sablon there is noth-

ing but moss and stunted wood ; in short, I deem
rather than otherwise that it is the land God gave to

Cain. There are people in the said land who are well

enough in body, but they are wild and savage folks.

They have their hair tied upon their heads in the

fashion of a fistful of hay trussed up and a nail or some
other thing passed through it, and therein they stick

some feathers of birds. They clothe themselves with

skins of beasts, both men and women, but the women
are closer and tighter in the said skins and girded about

the
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the body. They paint themselves with certain tawny
colours. They have boats in which they go by the sea,

which are made of the bark of the birch trees, where-

with they fish a good many seals. Since having seen

them I am sure this is not their abode, and that they

come from warmer lands in order to tal<e the said seals

and other things for their living."

Commentators have not been able to agree as to

the particular race of Indians here described. The
description is certainly not applicable to the Eskimos,

whom Cartier was most likely to have encountered on
the Labrador coast, and from its place in the narrative

it seems improbable that he could have intended it for

the Beothuks, the unfortunate inhabitants of Newfound-
land. It therefore seems most likely that he met on

this boat voyage the Montaignais Indians, who always

came down to the coast at that season of the year, and

he naturally described those he had last seen.

On June 13th Cartier returned to Brest, sniled

thence to Newfoundland, along which he coasted south,

crossed over to the Cape Breton shore, and then sailed

northerly until he had made the complete circuit of the

Gulf of St. Lawrence, and thus prepared the way for

his great discovery of the river St. Lawrence on his

next voyage. He lefi Blanc Sablon on August 1 5th to

return to France, and, in spite of being delayed in the

Strait three days by head winds, he arrived at St. Malo
on September 5th—a good voyage for modern times.

It is not inappropriate here '.o comment upon the

misunderstanding as to the situation of Brest which so

long obtained, and which was finally settled by Dr.

Samuel E. Dawson in an able paper read by him before

the Royal Society of Canada on May 24th, 1905. On
all the early maps, right up to the beginning of the
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nineteenth centurj-, the ancient harbour of Brest was
properly located at Old Fort Bay. On the map of
Lieutenant Michael Lane, 1790, the two names are
bracketed together and correctly placed, so it seems
strange tl- ly misunderstanding could have arisen.

There had been published in London, in 1638,8 book
called the Merchants' Mappe of Commerce, which, to-
gether with other erroneous information about the
New World, contains a description of Terra Corterealis,
the chief town of which was Brest, the residence of the
Governor, Almoner, and other public officers, and from
which the French exported large quantities of fish, oil,

and furs. This seems to have been repeated in other
publications, and finally a tradition was established
that Brest had been a city of importance which fell into
decay in the seventeenth certury. A Mr. Samuel
Robertson, who lived upon the coast about 1840,
apparently misled by this tradition, was at some
pains to find the remains of a city and finally located
some ruins in Bradore Bay, which he estimated to have
represented about two hundred houses, and concluded
that he bad discovered the ancient town of Brest
He wrote a paper to the Historical Society of

Quebec giving this information, which was accepted
without challenge, and consequently historians ever
since have located Brest at Bradore, and have spoken of
it as a town of importance. Dr. Samuel E. Dawson,
however, points out that Brest was never anything but
a harbour much frequented during the summer season
in the sixteenth century; that probably there was
never any settlement there beyond, perhaps, a block-
house with a few men to guard any boats or fishing
material which may have Been left behind each winter

;

that Brest is not even menUoned by Jehan Alphonse in
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'542. by Champlain in 1610, nor by Charlevoix in 1740,
who described the coast minutely, nor is there any
reference to it in the Jesuit Relations, nor in the Edits
et Ordtmnances of Quebec. This evidence may be con-
sidered absolutely conclusive. The ruins found by Mr.
Samuel Robertson were undoubtedly those of Fort
Pontchartrain and the settlement made by Legardeur
de Courtmarche, who obtained a grant of the coast in

1702.

Brest seems to have been a favourite scene for
mythical episodes. In the Lennox Library in New
York there is a unique volume entitled Coppie dvne
Lettre envoyee de la Nauvelle France m Canada, par le

Sieur des Combes. It was printed in 1609, and purports
to have been wrii. .1 at Brest in Canada, February
13th, 1608. The following translation, as given by Dr.
Samuel E. Dawson, will be found very amusing. It will

be seen at once that the narrative is entirely fabulous
and about on a par with Gulliver's voyage to Lilliput :

Copy of a Letter sent from New France, or
Canada, by the Sieur des Combes, a Gentleman
of Poitou, to a Friend, in which are Described
Briefly the Marvels, Excellence, and Wealth of
the Country, Together with the Appearance and
Manners of the Inhabitants, the Glory of the

French, and the Hope there is of Christianizing

America.

Sir,—Since Wa.it of time and the condition of my
fortune debar me from the means of seeing you per-
sonally, and that my destiny has relegated me to foreign
lands, I will try at least to visit you now by a letter,

and to direct my thoughts to ''ranee in a visit to my

• il

im !
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own country, my parents, and those with whom during

my early years I contracted the ties of close friendship,

and amon!' whom you hold the first rank, for I have

always especially esteemed your worth. The only thorn

which troubles my rest and prevents me from settling

my inclinations in the satisfaction flowing from our

conquests and ou' triumphs, is being deprived of the

conversation of my friends, and finding myself now, so

to say, torn in as many parts as there are objects of

affection, and that those objects are to me so dear. I

would sustain with more patience this voluntary exile,

and the remembrance of the chc/ms of Europe would

not so often trouble my resolution, seeing that now my
circumstances are changed into an abode in these dis-

agreeable, wild, and uncivilized lands ; but I am now
realizing to my cost what it is to be separated from

those whom one loves, and to en.iure the pain of such

a long absence without hope of even seeing any change

in my lot. But after all it is the result of my own
inconsistency and youth, and, as I have thrown the die,

I must alone meet the result. However that may be,

I beg you to believe that I have erected an altar in my
heart upon which I offer every day vows and bene-

dictions in recollection of your worth, and I cherish in

my memory the pleasures of our former enjoyments.

I think that if I had not found this remedy to alleviate

my reminiscences 1 could not have endured the distress

that these memories threw over all my energies, but,

at last, I have learned by this means to soften their

pain, and these solaces are so pleasant that I gather

them as roses and flowers, overspread with contentment
so great that it creates for me a paradise of enjoyment
and is the delight of my life. The sorrows of absence

would yet be endurable if, after a certain length of

time, I could secure news from you ; but since my
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departure from France my ill-fortune has been such
that I have been without any, and I can in no way
learn how you are nor the state of your affairs, except
in imagination, and I know very well that such im-
aginations are deceitful. That would afford a new
charm to quicken the ardour of my desires, but seeing
that my unfortunate situation forbids it, I leave the
whole to chance and hazard, both in giving you a
description of New France and in asking you to let

us know what is going on in the old one ; and if a fair

wind carries my letter to you, I beg that you will

recognize this mark of my affection and accept in good
part what I say of events on this side, until history
records, in detail, all those facts for your better in-

formation.

You must know that after our departure from
Rochelle, which was on April 13th, 1604, under the
direction of the Sieur de Bricaut, a man equally ex-
perienced as a captain on sea and on land (as the facts

prove) as much so as any one I have ever known either
by reputation or otherwise, we pursued our way on the
high sea with a fair wind until the 24th of the said
month, when at two o'clock in the afternoon, when we
were near Maida Islands, about the 3rd degree of
longitude and the 24th of latitude, there arose a north-
east wind very strong and vexatious with storm and
tempest, separating our vessels and raising the sea with
such fury that we thought we were lost, and that our
destiny was to be wrecked on the spot ; but God, whose
will was to reserve our lives for a more glorious occasion,
showed that He had ordered otherwise in His Divine
Justice, because after wind and tempest had frothed out
their malice during two hours, at four o'clock in the
afternoon they ceased and the waves calmed down.
Then we commenced to examine the Islands, and we

o
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took refuge there to recuperate and rest during threedays, as well as to wait for some of our vessels wh4had gone astray as to repair two of them whose sideshad been opened by the great strain they had sustained

28th, at seven o'clocic m the morning, and spreading all
sails we steered away towards Isle Verde, "lu^jus^ a"

which ."ffM "-""T'."
'' '"^'^ -^""^ ^ "°^^ -ndwh.ch after blowmg furiously against us for a day and

vic^n i ""^ "' '°
"If

^'°'"'' ^''"^ " 'he immediateV cm.ty we met a fleet of Spanish vess.i.. Theyattempted to bar our passage, but after a few lightattacks we passed along.
^

Islands, their situation, and the manner of life of the^ople, but as I have only undertaken to tell you ofNew France and of what is going on there, I will pass

climat^";' r' "'"
I? "°"""S "-^ '"- that'the

climate is fairly agreeable, and that they are very fine
Islands well peopled, of which Spain holds theVat
part. I will not, therefore, say any more on this
subject, except that after numerous encounters, fortunesand perils (not here related for the sake of brevity) we
arrived at Cape Bellile the twenty-seventh of the monThof August of the year .605. about three o'clock of the
afternoon

:
this Cape is one of the iinest that exists in

all the ocean and especially in the northern sea; andyou should know that there are two large rocks agunshots length into the sea, and then they meet ina crescent on the south side, so that one might suppose
that Nature had set herself to build a port as safeand more beautiful than any which human skill could
produce. A league and a half from there is a small

Frlnch'^W ^"5' ''"''''"'^'' ''"'' ^ '""^ time by thetrench. We made acquaintances there and received
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great courtesies from the inhabitants, and were made
very welcome.

This place is the beginning of Canada, but we did
not want to prolong our sojourn there because we
desired first to go and see the Sieur du Dongeon, who
is governor, and resides ordinarily at Brest, the prin-
cipal town of the whole country, well provisioned, large
and well fortified, peopled by about fifty thousand men,
and furnished with all that is necessary to enrich a good
sized town ; it is distant from Siirfe about fifty leagues.
Our voyage so far was n- .e favourable than the

sequel, for having sailed the eleventh of December, so
soon as we were in the open sea about six leagues, a
north wind arose which struck us with such violence
that in less than twenty-four hours we were thrown
on the land of Baccalaos, partly owned by the Spaniards,
partly by the inhabitants of the country ; but fortune
was so favourable that we were pushed in a little strait

in the corner of an island under great trees closely
resembling oaks, except that their leaves are like cab-
bage leaves, and they bear a fruit similar to oranges,
which is very good and delicate, with a taste most
delicious and agreeable. While we were there riding
at anchor some of our men, animated by curiosity to
know who were the inhabitants of that island, roamed
amongst the trees and walked about two miles before
finding anything. Then proceeding further, they saw
in the woods a few huts covered with foliage, and in

the vicinity some men who seemed to cary arms and
were patrolling around the huts. Our folks stopped
a moment in order to ascertain what they were doing.
Soon after came to them two tall men, like semi-giants,
armed with scales of fishes, and each carrying a big
club in his hands bristling with iron nails, and weighing
about eighty pounds. At the first approach they began
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to quarrel with these poor people, and in less th;,n no

they had t,me to puj- themselves on their guard ; uponwhich the people be^an to beat upon a Tort of woodunknown to me, and made such a noise that the whole
forest resounded Then, joining together in defence tothe number of about Eve hundred, and with a sort ofcrossbows gave chase to these monsters, who neverthe-
less carried off some plunder in thei: (light
Our men, seeing the awkwardness at arms of thesepoor Barbarians, became more bold and, showing them-

selves to them, fired three or four discharges of musketry
which so surprised them that they did not know wherethey were, and they were preparing to flee when someof our men advanced towards them and made signs tothem to have no fear and that no.harm would be done
to any of them.
On this assurance they assembled, and, after a lone

wi 1, fn? k'^,'^ Plf't'^
!'"='' ^'"S on a small chariofwith four wheels .nd the four most good looking drew

t marching in the direction of the men, making signl
to drop their arms. The arms being lowered the klg
kissed the Sieur de Fougeres, who was the most distinguished looking of the lot, and told him tlirough h^mterpretor that if they wished to remain in the countryhe would furnish them with subsistence and land andtaking a great collar of precious stones that he worearound his neck, he gave it to the Sieur de Fougeres andafterwards that same collar was estimated at more thanone hundred and fifty thousand ecus ($75,000) xhcn

o^^folkl'^H'fi'T' "t
''^''°^"'°" -d a^-nce ofour folks and finding them so dexterous and graciouscompared to themselves, the Barbarians remained

sTCs tha?';? r"""- r 7"""^ ""=" '"^^ gods,mai:;.g
signs that ,f they wished to go with them they would
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be recognized as kings and emperors of all their lands
which are very extensive and rich, but our people made
reply that they were only human beings and no more
than themselves, and that there was in heaven an im-
mortal and Almighty God, and that they all ought to

worship Him with devotion. Then they threw them-
selves on their knees, and, stamping with joy and with
eyes elevated to heaven, they commenced to sing hymns
of joy in their language. Then as the wind rose they
ran away in all directions, so that in less than no time
our men were left alone without knowing the cause of

such a sudden alarm.

After that o!" people returned to the vessels and told

all that they had seen, and we remained surprised, won-
dering at the mercy of God and magnitude of His
works, as well as the simplicity of those poor beings

which renders them a hundred times more happy in

their brutish state than we are with all our pride and
pomposity.

We were almost on the point of tak'ng the risk of

seizing the country, seeing the road open before us and
almost inviting us to enter ; but after consultation, fore-

seeing the perils that we might meet with, we refrained

and postponed the attempt to another time. Still the

country is beautiful, rich, productive, with an infinity of

fine fruits, many precious stones and [about last half of

line missing, clipped by binder] which makes it very

wealthy. I believe that less than five hundred men
could get possession of it, and thus make one of the

best conquests possible. The French will consider this

matter, ?nd meantime I will proceed with the narrative

of our voyage.

After resting for a day and a half, we raised anchor,

and taking the route of St. Lawrence Island we were

again thwarted and had to land on a small island called

M^!

'
'fi

M Mil

!
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Les Chasses, where we remained a fortnight before wecould sa,l agam We found there small grains of pZ.
men rr JT"" ""u^""'*'

'" ""=" ">»' """"^ "^ ou'

^f L?^! ?^ r'^ "?"" ""'"y P°""''» "f "-''"'1 plentyof coral and layet Oaiet) which grow there in greatabundance Following again the same route we madeso sw.ft a course that on November 5 we arrivTat
arest, where w. received a hearty welcome with the

from f?*^- '"! «""=rtainment we could desire, both

In L ^^^"'"'^'"S for a short time we were employedm the war they were waging against the people ofBofragara, on the other side of the river Anacal which

account of that war, I wish to say something of the

Frenchmel
'""''^ ""' ""^ ™"""' °' "•«- New

Firstly, you must know that Canada is a very beautiful country, large and pleasant, bounded on S^. „or hby the r.ver Anacal, on about first half of line missinlchpped by binder] Northern Ocean, on the subset bythe mountains of Gales, and on the south by S^e terrK

Hanguedo, Canada, Hochilago. Foquelay Turquas

t".Z"' ^.""r-
^°"'''"- ^™^«'t- »nd Hors^o, P^ueTarat,and Fongo, all large towns, and we^^roX

Bargat, Druce, and Boucorre, the least of themS
Ss" The K-'l"' Y^'^ "" """'y °" ^^streams. The Kingdom of Canada is about three hundred eagues in length and one hundred and fifty broadof a fair enough temperature, except that it is a little'colder than France, being placed under the o"h degreeof latitude and 320th degree of longitude. It is vervfertile, flat, full of all sorts of trees, except tha pro"^

-SSXXJmSmmtMm
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duces no wine, but in compensation there are certain

apples, marvellously big and full of a certain juice very

delicate and which intoxicates as much as wine. There

is, however, wine there, and very good and delicate,

which is brought from Florida, a warmer country where

they produce much of it. As for wheat of all kinds

the country is as fertile as France itself, and there is a

certain class of wheat named Trive which is whiter than

the French species, and better, more savoury, yielding a

very sweet flour with a smell nearly like the violet. It is

only necessary to plough the lard once and to sow, and

I can assure you that from a bushel of this Trive you

will get more than thirtyfold without any admixture of

grass or other weeds to spoil it I cannot describe to

you the fertility of the country both in wheat, in other

sorts of fruits and things necessary to manhood, as well

as in other kinds of merchandise, drapery, silk, and

wool. To sum up in a word, I believe it is some
promised land, and that the simplicity of its inhabitants

brings on it the benediction of heaven, because without

excess of labour and without hard work to make a

living, SI ch as we do in Europe, they have all things in

abundance.

Now, to show you the nature of those who reside here,

you must know that they are very fine men, white as

snow ; they allow their hair to grow down to the waist,

men or women, with high foreheads, the eyes burning

like candles, tall in body and well proportioned. The
women also are very beautiful and pleasing, well formed

and delicate, so much that with the style of their dress,

which is somewhat strange, they seem to be nymphs or

goddesses. They are very tractable and gentle, but

would rather be killed than consent to their own dis-

honour, and they have only connection with their

husbands.
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liipH =.n!i . J ' '""y *"* commencing to be civi-

e^y tot,°l,'"^°''V°'"
*='y' ^"-^ deportmfnt; they are

t«.Lj^:?tn:t'b:;\r;:3"''"' **"- ^" "-=

t should be known that we hold a lar-e extent nf

lions ot Lanada, and where mines of crnM ,„j in great abundance, and whiTare very Ih A^aW
4;rore7o,rr'='"""'-""'''^

and other weaUhThr'' TT""' '"°""' '^''""""d'

Ifk^ r„7 " ^^' P*°P'« ""ere are cruel and war-like and give us much trouble. We want hJu

SJ^S- r=-"'«--
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and I would even dare to prefer it to France as to riches

and resources, both for gold and silver as well as for

other necessaries of life, and all that without much pain
and work as you have generally. Please take this

meagre budget of news in good part.

Sir, as coming from

Your most affectionate servant,

Des Combes.
From Brest in Canada,

this t3th February, 1608.

Leon Savine, master printer, permission to print the
present copy of letter, with interdiction to any others in

such case required.

Jacques Cartier made a second voyage in 1535 ; again
entering the Gulf of St. Lawrence by the Straits of
Belle Isle and harbouring in Blanc Sablon. On this

momentous voyage he ascerded the St. Lawrence as

far as the present Montreal, and returned leaving the

Gulf by the Cabot Straits to the south of New-
foundlaiui.

It is said {Documents Authentiques de la Marine
Normande, by E. Gossilin) that after 1527 there was
a notable decli;ie in the pursuit of the fisheries in

the New World ty the fishermen of Normandy, and
that it did not revive until after the voyage of Roberval
and Cartier in 1541. It seems certain, however, that

Cartier's fellow-townsmen, the St. Malouins, continued
to make yearly voyages, their objective point being
nearly always the south coast of Labrador in the

Straits of Belle Isle. On Cartier's third "oyage (1 541)
he made the harbour of Carpunt to the north of New-
foundland, and proceeded through the Straits to his

destination. He wintered near the nouth of the St.

i ij j>l

Ijl -
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Lawrence, and after enduring great hardships, departedm the spring of 1542 to return to France. Entering
the harbour of St. John's, Newfoundland, he found

k V ""^ ^™' surprise, Roberval with three ships,
who had failed in the previous year to follow him
across the Atlantic, as had been intended. Roberval
wished Cartier to return with him to the St Uwrence
but Cartier had had enough of it, and slipping away in
the night, returned to France. Roberval continued his
journey via the Straits of Belle Isle, and made his
disastrous attempt to found a colony. The only inci-
dent of his journey which need concern us is the
romantic story which was related by Marguerite of
Navarre in her Heptameron (1559), and by Thevet
in his Cosmographic Universelle (1586). It is also
retold by Parkman (Pioneers of France in the New
World) in the following vivid and picturesque manner:—
" The Viceroy's company was of mixed complexion

There were nobles, soldiers, sailors, adventurers with
women too, and children. Of the women, some were
of birth and station, and among them a damsel called
Marguerite, a niece of Roberval himself In the ship
was a young gentleman who had embarked for love of
her. His love was too well requited

; and the stern
Viceroy, scandalized and enraged at a passion which
scorned concealment and set shame at defiance cast
anchor by the haunted island, landed his indiscreet
relative, gave her four arquebuses for defence, and with
an old Norman nurse named Bastienne, who had pan-
dered to the lovers, left her to her fate. Her gallant
threw himself into the surf, and by desperate eflbrt
gained the shore, with two more guns and a supply
of ammunition.

"The ship weighed anchor, receded, vanished, and they
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were left alone. Yet not so, for the demon lords of the

islands beset them day and night, raging around their

hut with a confused and hungry clamoring, striving

to force their frail barrier. The lovers had repented of

their sin, though not abandoned it, and heaven was on

their side. The saints vouchsafed their aid, and the

offended Virgin, relenting, held before them her pro-

tecting shield. In the form of beasts or other shapes

abominably and unutterably hideous, the brood of hell,

howling in bafHed fury, tore at the branches of the

sylvan dwelling; but a celestial hand was ever inter-

posed, and there was a viewless barrier which they

might not pass. Marguerite became pregnant. Here

was a double prize, two souls in one, mother and child.

The fiends grew frantic, but all in vain. She stood

undaunted amid these horrors ; but her lover, dismayed

and heartbroken, sickened and died. Her child soon

followed ; then the old Norman nurse found her unhal-

lowed rest in that accursed soil, and Marguerite was

left alone. Neither her reason nor her courage failed.

When the demons assailed her she shot at them with

her gun, but they answered with hellish merriment, and

henceforth she placed her trust in heaven alone. There

were foes around her of the upper, no less than of

the nether world. Of these, the bears were the most

redoubtable ;
yet, being vulnerable to mortal weapons,

she shot three of them, all, says the story, ' as white as

an egg."

" It was two years and five months from her landing

on the island, when, far out at sea, the crew of a small

fishing craft saw a column of smoke curling upward

from the haunted shore. Was it a device of the fiends

to lure them to their ruin ? They thought so, and kept

aloof But misgiving seized them. They warily drew
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near, and descried a female figure in wild attire
waving signals from the strand. Thus at length was
Marguerite rescued and restored to her native France
where a few years later, the cosmographer Thevet met
her at Natron in I'erigord, and heard the tale of -vonder
from her own lips."

The scene of this strange and romantic story was one
of the islands to the western end of the Straits of BelleWe on the Labrador coast. Jeh.in Alphonsc, Roberval's
pilot, ,n his Routur, lay. down the Isles de la
Uemoiselle, no doubt named from this circum.stancc at
about the position of Gri;at or Little Mecatina

In February, 154,, no less than sixty vessels left
ports ,n Normandy for th,; transatlantic fisheries, and
until ,545 the business was .-ontiniied with great vigoui
After that it was discontinued until 1560, when it took
another start, and thirty-eight vessels left for the " New

tt' r-'" '.^"i
"'"' "" apparently some intention

01 the French Crown to revive the project of coloniza-
tion in New France, but for some reason the designwas abandoned, and it was not until 1597 that it was
again seriously undertaken. We, however, have the
evidence of Parkhurst and Haies to the effect that the
i-rench fishermen were numerous on the south coast ofNewfo indland, and in the "Grand Bay" in the last
quarter of the sixteenth century.



CHAPTER VII

ENGLISH VOYAGES TO AMERICA IN THE
SIXTEENTH CENTURY

WHETHER the English did or did not, at once

and ever afterwards, make good the discoveries

of Cabot, by use and occupation of the countries he

found, has long been a matter of controversy.

In Prowse's History of Newfoundland, 1896, a full

and continual possession of the land is claimed from

the very first. On the other hand, in Dccouverte de

Terre Neuve, Harrissc, 19CX), it is argued that not only

was Newfoundland not discovered by Cabot, but that

it, as well as the neighbouring coasts, were not

'rer^-nted by the English to the same extent as by
other nations, and in fact were 'luie quant:tf nrgUgrabte'

for Englishmen until the Treaty of Utrecht, 1 7 1
3.

The dispute is an old one. The industrious H.ikluyt,

in the Epistle Dedicatorie to his Divers Voyages says :

—

" When I passed the narrow seas into France, I

both heard in speech and read in books, other nations

miraculously extolled for their discoveries and notable

enterprises ,y sea and land, but the English of all

others, for their sluggish security and continual neglect

of the like attempts, especially in so long and happy
a time of peace, either ignominiously reported or

exceedingly condemmed. Thus both hearing and

reading the obloquie of our nation and finding few or

93
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none of our own men able to reply therein . . „,,,selfdetermined to undertake the burden of that work""
And it is certain that very little could be done touphold the honour of England in this respect dTdv^:not have Hakluyfs great collection of voyages as afoundafon to build upon. The controve.^rreZd

TmZ^^ 7°""""''' '7' '="-• ^y •*' TrSI Utrecht, i;i3, ,n regard to the NewfoundlandP.sher,es. ,t was declared that Spain should en^oy uchrights g«^j«r. Mi viudicarepCeruHt--^^ they wereto prove by law"; but as England always denfedany such rights, Spain obtained very little Satisfactionfrom the permission. When peace was be ng negotia edw.th Prance in 176,, the proceedings wefe suddenWstopped by the intrusion of Spain with !
"'^''^"'^

claim of right to fish in Newfou'S„d"waters ;h"i:hCham, received the full endorsation of the Fr nch.
'

ut

Pit InT, t! ^T ^'T''^
^^'"' ==="' ceremony by

he writes .1 ° "= ''"^''^' Ambassador at Madrid";

Bis'cayans Ind f''
'""^ '"''dmissable pretensions of

you Xet itt r'^T"":;'
'° ''='' =" Newfoundland,

^;i::i:r5:.!?sr:^::-rr;:^:;r

abetted and supported."
^P*'"' ''°"'"-^'-

The English Ambassador wrote in reply to Pitt

-

"As to the second Article, containing the claim so
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the expense and by the command of Henry VII, and I

had likewise demonstrated the uninterrupted possession

of it from that time to the present date to ha':.' ..--

longed to the English from their being constantly .-^ttled

therey

The controversy ended in renewed war with :!.pa'n

and France, in which England achieved instant success,

and by the Treaty of Paris, 1763, the sovereignty of

England was declared over Newfoundland and Canada,

including Labrador ; but unhappily saddled in respect

to Newfoundland, with a permission to the French

to fish on certain parts of the coast. A weak-kneed

concession which caused even the poet Cowper, from

amongst his cats and old ladies, to exclaim, " One
more such Peace and we are undone," and which was a

constant source of friction until it was cancelled by

purchase in 1904.

The number of voyages actually made or projected

by the English in the first quarter of the sixteenth

century is proof that the English Sovereigns did not

lose sight of the valuable discoveries made by Cabot

;

but except for the disastrous voyage of Master Hore

in 1536, so quaintly related by Hakluyt, there is abso-

lutely no record of any English voyage there for nearly

forty years. This does not prove, however, that no

voyages took place, and we can be certain for many
reasons, which will be amply demonstrated, that had

there been records kept in England as there were in

France, it would have b»en found that a continual

stream of fishing vessels left the western parts of

England for the " newe founde lands."

Labrador in particular was assigned to the English

by map-makers and geographers of the Continent. The

Maggiolo map of 1511 bears the legend across its most
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northerly part, undoubtedly intended for Labrador

:

"Terra dc los Ingres"—the land of the English—and

is the first map to associate the English with that

region. On Thome's map of 1527 we find the following

legends :
" Nova Terra Laboratorum dicta," and on the

ocean bordering this country, "Terra haec ab Inglis

primum fuit inventa." Thome addressed a memorial to

Henry VIII from Seville exhorting him to undertake

voyages of exploration to the northern regions, " to his

own glory and his subjects' profit ... for that you have

already taken it in hand." Hakluyt thinks this refers to

the supposed voyage of 1517 under Cabot and I'ert, but

it seems safer, in the light of recent research, to attribute

it to the expedition projected in 1521, but which was

thwarted by the Drapers' Company.

The Ribcro map of 1539 states that . Labrador was

discovered by the English, and adds tl'.e unflattering

comment, " There is nothing there of much value."

In the Carte de Verrazano, 1529, on the land called

" Terra Laboratoris," is written, " which land was dis-

covered by the English." In token of which this part

of the coast is embellished by the arms of England.

The map known as Wolfenbuttel B. (1534), already

quoted, not only states that Labrador was discovered

by the English, but gives the important information

that the country was so named because a labourer of

the Azores first sighted it.

A Portuguese map (1553), preserved at the Dc])6t

de la Marine, Paris, shows the English flag with the

crosses of St. George and St. Andrew on the land called

Terra de Laurador. The Molyneux map which accom-

panies the 1599 edition of Hakluyt's Voyages also states

regarding Labrador :
" This land was discovered by

John Sebastian Cabot for King Henry VII, in 1407."
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Such an array of evidence, extending over the whole

of the sixteenth century, is conclusive proof of the fact
that Labrador was recognized as territory particularly
belonging to England.
We have already quoted the unpublished manuscript

of Alonzo de Santa Cruz, entitled El Islario General.
This important statement will be noticed regarding
Labrador

:

" It is frequented by the English, who go
there to take fish which the natives catch in great
numbers."

Evidence from such a source must carry great weight
for Alonzo ae Santa Cruz and his associaies of the Casa
de Contratacion, among whom was Sebastian Cabot were
not only possessed of all the maps and reports which
wer- brought back by Spanish voyagers, but also
obtained all possible information from foreign sources
and embodied that knowledge in " Le Padron General "

or map of the world, which it was their duty to keep
up to date. Notwithstanding the general concurrence
of map makers in associating the English so particu-
larly with Labrador, the nomenclature of the coast
on the early maps is either Portuguese or French
and English names do not begin to appear until the
latter half of the eighteenth century. The explanation
of this, however, is obvious. The art of map-making
was in a very backward condition in England as
compared with Spain, Portugal, France, or Italy, and
English maps were not only few in number but of
the crudest description. But the lack of maps does
not argue a corresponding lack of voyages nor poor
seamanship. On this latter point we can feel certain
that English sailors compared very favourably with the
French and were vastly superior to the Spanish. Mr.
Oppenheim, whose exhaustive study of naval history
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constitutes him an authority, in las Administration ofIhc
Royal Navy thus writes on this subject

:

" Judging from the accounts of the voyages of these
years, English seamen seem to have handled their ships
skilfully in all conditions and under all difficulties, and
in navigation landfalls were made with accuracy.
The case was very different with the Spanish seamen.
Since 1 508 there had been a great school of cosmography
and navigation at Seville under the superintendence of
the Pilot Major of Spain, but it does not appear to have
succeeded in turning out competent men."

A writer in 1573 says:-.

" How can a wise and omnipotent God have placed
such a difficult and important art as navigation into
such coarse and lubuerly hands as those of these
pilots. You should see them ask one another, ' How
many degrees have you got?' One says 'sixteen,'
another 'about twenty,' and another 'thirteen and a
half. Then they will say, ' What distance do you make
it to the land ?

' One answers ' I make it forty leagues
from the land,' another ' A hundred and fifty," a third
' I reckoned it this morning to be ninety-two leagues,'
and whether it be three or three hundred no one of
them agrees with the other or with the actual fact."

Fifteen years later the superiority of the English
seamen and ships over Spanish was proved beyond all

gainsaying by the defeat of the Spanish Armada.
A good deal of information regarding early Eng-

lish voyages can be obtained from a careful analysis
of the laws passed in England during the sixteenth
century for the governance of shipping and naviga-
tion.

The first Act of Navigation was passed in Richard II's
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time and had for its express object "the increase of
the Navy of the English, which was then greatly
diminished." It is curious that this note of pessimism
should have been struck thus early, when it is obvious
that prior to that date, the shipping of England could
not have been very extensive or formidable. The same
cause IS assigned for many of the Acts which follow
and one wonders if the decline of the Navy which
was periodically bemoaned, could really have taken
place.

That their fears were unfounded, at least in one
instance, witness the Act of 1581, for the " Increase of
Mariners and for the Maintenance of Navigation " the
preamble of which deplores the fact that the trade to
Iceland had decayed, and the number of seamen and
mariners fit for Her Majesty's service greatly decreased
But the English mariners were " Ready, aye, ready I

" in
1 588, and it can hardly be contended that such efficiency
as was then displayed could have been developed in
such a short time and by virtue of the above-mentioned
Act.

The preamble of an Act passed in 1490 deplores the
decay of the Navy and the idleness of the mariners In
1494 the Act is re-enforced for the same reason, and in
1532 the decrease of shipping and mariners was again
the occasion of statutory enactments.
The first Act of Parliament to mention the Newlands

was passed in 1542. The preamble states that in
times past many towns and ports had enjoyed great
wealth " by using and exercising the crafte and feate of
fishing." That fish had been sold at a reasonable price
in our market towns, "and many poure men and women
had therebye their convenynt lyuing to the strength
increasing and wealthe of this realm." But latterly

!
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some dishonest and lazy people had forsaken the craft

of fishing and had been making it a practice to buy fish

from Picardes, Flemmings, Normans, and Frenchmen,
sometimes on the coast of France and sometimes " half

the sea over." Such practices were promptly stopped

by the imposition of a fine of ;£io for every such

offence. " Provided furthermore that this Act or any-

thing conteyned therein shall not extend to any person

which shall buy any fisshc in any partis of Iseland,

Scotlands, Orkeney, Shatlande, Ireland or Newland."
This has been quoted as proof that the fisheries at

that period were greatly neglected by the English

seamen, but the proper deduction is undoubtedly that

it was to put a stop to dishonest practices, and the

mention of exceptions, viz. : the distant fisheries of

Iceland and Newland, is surely ample proof that the

fisheries in these parts were steadily prosecuted, as

well as displaying the determination of the Crown to

protect them.

In 1 549 an Act was passed forbidding the exaction of

a toll by the Royal Nav-y, either in money or in kind,

from any " Merchants and Fishermen as have used and
practised the adventures and journeys into Iceland,

Newfoundeland, Ireland and other places commodious
for fishing and the getting of fish in and upon the

seas or otherwise by way of merchandise in those

ports."

Hakluyt, who quotes this Act, says :

—

" By this Act it appeareth that the trade of England
to Newfoundland was common and frequented about

the beginning of the reign of Edward VI, namely in

the year 1548, and it is much to be marvelled that

by the negligence of our men the country in all this

time has not been searched over."
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One of the Articles in the Attainder of Sir Thomas
Seymour, Lord High Admiral, January, 1549, is that he
" not only exhort d and bribed great sums of money of

all suche ships iiS should go into Iceland, but also

as should go any other where in merchandize to the
great discouragement and to the destruction of the

Navy."

The preamble of an Act passed three years later

complains that the Act of 1494 was in.endea for

the maintenance of the Navy, with the i.ipe that

the article there mentioned, (fish), would have been
cheaper, but on the contrary that the article had ad-
vanced in price, " and the Navy was thereby never the

better maintained." One of the earliest Acts of
Elizabeth's reign (1562) was "for the better maintain-

ance and increase of the Navy," and the principal

means taken was the encouragement of the fisheries,

by permitting free trade in the article for Her Majesty's

subjects, and the promotion of the consumption of

fish by ordaining that Wednesdays and Saturdays
should be " fish days." This Act does not refer specific-

ally to the Newlands or any other fishery, but was in-

tended to be general.

In 1571, isSi.and 1585, alterations were made in the
fishing regulations, all for the purpose of increasing

the Navy. But in 1597 many of them were repealed,

as it was found that the "condition of the Navy was
not bettered nor the number of marines increased, and
that the Queen's natural subjects were not able to

furnish a tenth part of the realm with salted fish of

their own taking." The Statute of 158 1 is the only one
which mentions Newfoundland particularly.

The inference to be deduced from these sixteenth

century Acts, in respect to the fisheries on the north-

i i
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east coast of America is, that they were undoubtedly
steadily prosecuted by the English, but that the purpose
of the Acts was the maintenance of the Navy, not the

exercise of sovereignty over the new found lands.

Confirmatory evidence of these early fishing voyages,
from a entirely different source, is the report of the
Venetian Ambassador Soranzo, who wrote in 15O4:
"There is great plenty of English sailors who are
considered excellent for the navigation of the Atlantic."

Anthony Parkhurst,' writing to Hakluyt in December,
1578, and describing Newfoundland, makes some state-

ments which seem rather contradictory. He tells that
during the four years he had been going to the fisheries

at Newfoundland, that the English vessels prosecu.ing
that fishery had increased from thirty to fifty sail.

" chiefly through the imagination of the Western Men
who think their neighbours have hid greater gains than
in truth they had."

Parkhurst says that it is impossible to arrive at the
number of foreign vessels plying there, but estimates
them at 100 Spaniards, 50 Portuguese, and 150 French
and Bretons, but he adds this pertinent statement:
" The English are commonly lordes of the harbours in

which they fish, and do use all strangers' helpe in fishing
if neede require, according to an old custom of the
country." One would like very much to have further

particulars of this old custom of the country. If the
English were so outnumbered as it appears, it would
have been difficult for them to enforce their authority.

Edward Haies, the historian of Sir Humphrey Gilbert'.,

voyage in 1 583, confirms Parkhurst's statement. When
Sir Humphrey put into the harbour of St. John's, and
levied upon English and foreigners alike for supplies,

* Anthony Parkhurst had accompanied Hawkins in his voyage of 1 566.
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commissioners were appointed to make the collection

both in St. John's and neighbouring harbours. " For,"

he says, " our English marchants commaund all there."

We have, therefore, two independent witnesses to the

effect that the English at this period, in St. John's and

the neighbourho< d, were regarded by the fishermen of

other nations as " lords of the soil," and this before any

attempt had been made by the Crown of England to

exercise any authority there.

Discovery constituted a right at that time, and it

seems to have been generally respected by all nations.

Parkhurst excused the comparatively small number of

English ships at Newfoundland by the statement that

" the trade our nation hath to Iceland causeth that they

are not there in such numbers as other nations," in flat

contradiction to Act 23 Elizabeth, which deplores the

decrease of the Iceland trade at this same time.

In closing his letter, Parkhurst made the following

recommendations

:

" Now to show you my fansie, what places I sup-

pose meetest to inhabit in those partes discovered

of late by our nation : There is neare the mouth of

the grand bale an excellent harbour, called of the

Frenchmen Chisteau, and one island in the very

centre of the straight, called Belle Isle, which places if

they could be peopled and well fortified we shall be

lordes of the whole of the fishing in short time, if it

doe so please the Queen's Majesty, and from thence

send wood and cole with all necessaries to Labrador

lately discovered ; but I am of opinion and doe most

steadfastly believe that we shall find as rich mines in

more temperate places and Climate.s."

Parkhurst here refers to the discoveries made by

Frobisher in his three voyages in 1576-7-8. The
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purpose of the first voyage was " for the search of the
straight or passage to China," but, as we shall sec
other motives influenced the later voyages.

FrobiMier sailed from Deptford on June 8th, 1576,
and passing by the Court, then at Greenwich, with his
fleet of three little vessels, 25, 15, and lO tons respec-
tively, ' we shotte of our ordinance and made the best
shewe we could

; Her Majesty beholding the same,
commended it, and bade us farewell with shaking her
•and at us out of the window." That such vessels
should have been considered adequate for such an
undertaking is almost beyond belief, and displays in
a striking manner the hardihood of English mariners
of the period.

They sailed away to the north-west, sighting Iceland
and Greenland, which they called Friesland, and on
July 29th "had sight of a newe lande of marvellous
great height which by the account of the course and
way they judged to be the Land of Labrador." They
found themselves in a strait into which they penetrated
some distance, landing at several islands and having
intercourse with the natives, the Eskimos. At first they
seemed to be friendly, but soon manifested the change-
able and treacherous character for which they were
noted. Without any oflence being given, they entrapped
and made away with five of Frobisher's men.

Frobisher got back to England on October 1st, and
probably would have abandoned any further attemptsm that direction had it not been that a small specimen
of rock, which he picked up by chance and brought
back with him, was found to contain gold. This put a
very diflfer-jnt complexion on the affair. " The hope of
the same golde ore to be founde kindled a greater
opinion in the heartes of many to advance the voyage
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again," and " some that had great hope of the matter

sought secretly to have a lease of the places at Her
Majesty's hands." Michael Lok, a merchant of London,
at whose cost chiefly the first voyage had been under-

taken, brought the matter to the notice of the Queen
and Council. Frobisher also petitioned the Queen for

privileges over the lands he had discovered. Many
notable men took an interest in the undertaking, among
whom was Dr. John Dee, who, in spite of his eccen-

tricities, was a man of considerable scientific knowledge.

Coming to Michael Lok to get particulars of the affair,

a meeting was arranged at Lok's house at which Dr.

Dee, Frobisher, Stephen Burroughs, Christopher Hall,

and others were present, when Frobisher's voyage and
the prospects of a passage to China were thoroughly

discussed.

A company was soon formed called " The Company
of Kathai," of which Michael Lok was the first governor,

"for the purpose of voyaging and trading to Kathai

and other Newlands to the North westward." Frobisher

was appointed High Admiral of all the seas in that

direction, and was to receive I per cent, on all

merchandise brought from the same countries. Queen
Elizabeth ventured ;Ciooo, Lord Burleigh, with other

members of the Privy Council, Sir Thomas Gresham,
Michael Lok, and many more, various amounts from

£2$ to ;^30O. The instructions given to Frobisher

show that the prime object was to search for mines

and to load the ve.ssels with ore. Item 12 says :
" If it

shall happen that the moyenes do not yield the sub-

stance that is hoped for, then you shall proceede

towards the discovery of Catheya." If possible, some
people were to be left to winter in the strait for the

purpose of noting the climate and protecting the mines.
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The expedition sailed, reached the straits, and

although they could find no more ore like the piece

Frobisher brought back from his first voyage, yet the

vessels were loaded with ore that the miners thought

promised well, and all got safely back to England.

The ore was most carefully guarded, being kept under

four locks, the keys of which were in the possession of

different men. Several refiners were engaged to make
trial of it, and estimates were furnished of the cost of

refining. The value arrived at by the different experi-

mentors was from £23 to £$3 per ton, and the cost of

getting it estimated at £S, so that a very considerable

profit was shown on this venture. Frobisher was

entertained at Court and all the voyagers made much
of. " And because the place and country hath never

before been discovered and had no special name, her

Majesty named it very properly Meta Incognita as a

mark and bounds hitherto unknown." Great prepara-

tions were made for a third voyage to this promising

gold-field, and many new names were added to the list of

"venturers," notably those of Dr. Dee and Sir

Humphrey Gilbert. The following spring fifteen vessels

set sail, which were expected to return at the end of the

summer laden with the gold ore. A strong house oftimber

was taken, all ready to be set up, and one hundred men
and three ships were appointed to inhabit " Meta
Incognita" all the year, thus intending to put into

practice the suggestion made on the previous voyage.

After great dangers and hardships and the loss of one

vessel, they reached their intended harbour on

July 31st The miners were immediately set to work

at the ore, and others at the erection of the house.

Several of the ships were sent off to search for other

mines, and altogether ore seems to have been loaded
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from seven different islands or mines. The author of

the narrative had grave misgivings. He says, " Many

symple men (I judge) toke good and bad together ;
so

that among the fleets lading I think much bad ore will

be found." The ships were ready to sail about the end

of August, but Frobisher was unwilling to leave without

making some further attempt to explore the country,

and went himself to search the straits, finding numbers

of islands, but not discovering that his so-called strait

was only a long and narrow bay. Provisions and drink

had also become scarce owing to leakage, " so that not

only the provisions which was layde in for the habitation

was wanting and wasted, but also each shyppes several

provision spent to their great griefe in their returne, for

all the way homewards they dranke nothing but water.

And the great cause of this leakage and wasting was,

for that ye great timber and seacole, which lay so

waighty upon ye barrels breke bruised and rotted ye

hoopes in sunder."

'

This occurrence very probably occasioned Parkhurst's

suggestion to make Chateau a dep6t for the supply of

wood and coal.'

Frobisher's fleet sailed for home on August 31st,

where they arrived in safety. Works had been estab-

lished at Dartford to extract the precious metals, but

difficulties seem to have arisen in the method of

extraction, which is not to be wondered at considering

the heterogeneous collection of ores with which the ships

were laden. Apparently, no returns from it were ever

' Relics of Frobisher's expediUon, including quite a quKitin- of

coal, were found by C. F. Hill in 1865 on an island |n Frob -hei ».

Straits called by the Eskimos " Kodlunarn," that is, Whi'..: ..aiis

» Frobisher's Straits were long supposed to have been on the east

coast of Greenland, and are so placed on maps in the latter part

of the eighteenth century.
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received by the Company, although Michael Lok at one

time offered to take over the whole twelve hundred

tons at the rate of £$ per ton. In the end, Frobisher

and Lok quarrelled and their mutual recriminations

became so bitter, that the high sounding Company
of Kathai went out of existence. And nothing more

is heard of the proposal to plant a colony in Meta

Incognita.

But Frobisher's voyages were soon to be followed by

more pronounced efforts on the part of the English,

both by way of colonization and assertion of rights.

Perhaps it was owing to the fact that Queen

Elizabeth had ventured and lost several thousand

pounds in the Frobisher expeditions, that her attention

was called particularly to the New World, for we find,

very shortly after, that she becanje desirous of knowing

what the exact rights of the Crown of England were in

those regions, and requested Dr. Dee to make her

acquainted with the same. We have already seen that

Dr. Dee took a practical interest in Frobisher's ven-

tures, and his attainments as a scientist and mathe-

matician made him well qualified to prepare the

statement desired by Queen Elizabeth. The map and
" vindication of England's rights," dated October 30th,

1580, which he presented to Queen Elizabeth, are still

preserved in the Cottonian Collection.

A few days after Frobisher sailed on his third

voyage. Queen Elizabeth granted letters patent to Sir

Humphrey Gilbert, " for the inhabiting and planting of

our people in America." Seven years prior to this an

Act had been passed imposing severe penalties on all

who left England without licence, or who failed to

return on notice being given. Emigration was dis-

tinctly discouraged, and it was due to Sir Humphrey
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Gilbert chiefly that a change was made in England's

policy and the first colonies proposed.

This may be called the dawn of the colonial idea m

England. Froude says of this period :—

"The springs of great actions are always difficult to

analyse, and the force by which a man throws a good

action out of himself is invincible and mystical like that

which brings out the blossom and the fruit upon the

tree The motives which we find men urgmg for their

enterprises seem often insufficient to have prompted

them to so large a daring. They did what they did

from a great unrest in them which made them do it,

and what it was may be best measured by the results

in the present England and America."

Before all others of the period. Sir Humphrey Gilbert

seems to have been possessed with this "great unrest.

Dr Dee's Diary, in the Ashmolean Museum at Oxford,

contains several very interesting references to his pre-

sentation of England's claim, and also to mterviews

which he had with many noted men of the day.

On November 5th, 1578, he writes :—

"I speake with the Queen hora quinta. 1 declared

to the Queen her title to Greenland, Estotiland,' and

^^October 3rd, 1580. On Munday at 11 of the clock

before noon I declared my two rolls of the Queens

Majesty's title unto herself in the garden at Richmond,

who appointed after dinner to have furder of the

matter. Therefore between one and two afternoon, I

was sent for into her Highness Privy Chamber, when

the Lord Treasurer, who was also having the matter then

. In m.!., .W«nth c^tury m.ps th. n.m. E.totil.nd U bestowed

upon Um counliy noith of L»b«dor.
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slightly in consultation, did seme to dowt much that
I had or could make the argument probable for Her
Highness Title so as I pretended. Whereupon I was
to declare to his honour more playnely and at his

leysere what I had sayd and could say therein which
I did on Tuesday and Wednesday following at his

chambers where he had me used very honourably on
his behalf . . .

" October. The Queens Majesty to my great com-
fort {hora quinta) cam with her trayn from the Court
and at my dore graciously calling me to her, on
horsbak . . . told me that the Lord Threasover had
greatly commended my doings for her title, which he
had to examyn, which title in two rolls he had brought
home two hours before."

This has been quot.-;d in part by Mr. Henry Harrisse
in Dlcouverte de '" re-Ntuve as evidence that Lord
Burleigh did not support Queen Elizabeth's title to
North America. Whereas Queen Elizabeth and Dr.
Dee both infer that he was converted to a belief in its

validity.

On March 2nd, 1574, a petition was presented to the
Queen for permission to embark on an enterprise for

the discovery and colonization of rich and unknown
lands, " fatally reserved for England and for the honour
of Your Majesty." The petitioners were Sir Humphrey
Gilbert, Sir George Peckham, Sir Richard Grenville, and
others.

This first colonization scheme did not materialize at

once. In 1576 Sir Humphrey Gilbert laid before the
Queen and Council his reasons for believing in a north-
west passage. Among the benefits to be derived from
the voyage of discovery, he suggests "we might in-

habit some part of those countries and settle there such
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needle people of our country which nowe trouble

the commonwealthe and commit outrageous offences

whereby they are daily consumed of the gallows."

In 1577 he again addressed a memorial to Queen

Elizabeth, proposing to fit out a fleet of ships of war

under pretence of a voyage of discovery to Newfound-

land, where he would destroy all the great ships of

France, Spain and Portugal. He urged that the ex-

pedition be undertaken at once, " for the wings of man's

life are plumed with the feathers of death."

Letters patent for the term of six years were granted

to Sir Humphrey Gilbert in June of the following year,

not to devastate the fishing fleets of foreign nations in

Newfoundland waters, but peaceably to discover and in-

habit such unoccupied countries as he might see fit.' On

September 23rd of the same year he sailed from Dartford

with a fleet of eleven ships and five hundred men, but

in November he wrote to Walsingham from Plymouth

complaining of the deseition of Mr. KnoUys and other

men of Devonshire, but nevertheless determining to

continue his purpose with the seven ships remaining

to him, one of which, the Faulcon, was commanded by

" Captain Walter Rauley."

No account has been preserved of this expedition,

except that it failed of its purpose. They were con-

tinua.:, buffeted by storms and " lost a tall ship and a

gallant gentleman, Miles Morgan." They got as far as

the Cape Verde Islands, but returned to England early

in 1579. Sir Humphrey had mortgaged his property in

order to fit out this expedition, and was obliged to

assign portions of his rights under his letters patent in

1 Dt. Dee's Diary, August 5th, 1578, says: "Mr. Reynolds, of Brid-

well, toWe his leave of me as he passed toward Daitmoutli to go with Sir

Humfrey Gilbert toward Hoch. Iftga."
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order to raise funds for a second attempt. Dr Dee was
one of the assigners, and received a grant of Labrador
In his Diary, August 25th, 1580, he writes :—" My deal-
ing with Sir Humphrey Gilbert for his grant of dis-
covery"

; and on September loth :—
"Sir Humphrey Gilbert graunted me my request to

him made by letter, for the royaltyes of discovery all
to the North above the parallel of 50 degrees of
latitude, in the presence of Storner, Sir John Gilbert
his servant or retainer, and thereuppon toke me by
the hand with faithful promises in his lodging of
John Cookes house in Wichercross Street where we
dined only us three together."

Sir George Peekham and Sir Thomas Gerrard were
also assignees under his letters patent, and in 1580
applied to Walsingham for permission to organize an
expedition. Also the great Sir Philip Sidney received
a grant of a Principality, perhaps with the idea of
founding a real " Arcadia."

Sir Humphrey Gilbert sailed again in 1583 with a
Heet of five ships, the largest of which, supplied by
Captain Walter Raleigh, almost immediately returned
to England, a serious distemper having broken out on
board among the crew. The result of this voyage was
the taking possession of St John's, Newfoundland, in the
name of Queen Elizabeth, which was thus the first land
in the American Continent to be actually in the pos-
session of England, although, as has been shown, Eng-Und already claimed the whole seaboard on account of
Cabot s discovery.

Edward Haies,the historian of Sir Humphrey Gilbert's
disastrous voyage, had no doubt of England's title,
which, he says, «we j'et do actually possess therein" • but
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he laments that the English had not explored the New
Lands to the same extent that the French had done.

But as both the French and Spaniards had been un-
successful in planting colonies north of Florida, "it

seemeth probable God hath reserved the same to be
reduced into Christian civilitie by the English nation."

He particularly resented the action of the French in

bestowing names upon the country, " as if they had
been the first finders of those coasts, which injustice we
offered not unto the Spaniards, but left off to discover

when we approached the Spanish limits. Then seeing

the English nation only hath right unto these countries

of America from the Cape of Florida northward by the

privilege of first discovery, unto which Cabot was
authorized by royall authority of King Henry VII,
which right also seemeth strongly defended on our
behalf by the powerful hand of the Almightie God,
withstanding the enterprises of other nations."

When their own voyage met with disaster, and the

great-souled Sir Humphrey himself was " swallowed up
of the sea," one wonders if the complacent attitude of

the narrator remained undisturbed.

That such should have been the final destiny of the

greater part of North America leads one to think that

the prescience of Edward Haies was more than
ordinary, and that he also possessed in no common
degree "that enormous force of heart and intellect"

which was characteristic of so many of the contem-
poraries of Shakespeare.

One other remark made by Haies is noticeable in

respect to the dominance of the English. When the

Squirrel, Sir Humphrey Gilbert's smallest vessel, arrived

first at St. John's, the English merchants, " that were
and always would be Admirals by turns interchangeably
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over the fleets of the fishermen," would not permit her

to enter the harbour. When, however. Sir Humphrey
arrived and displayed his commission from Queen

Elizabeth, they readily consented, and sent their boats

to assist him off the shoal upon which he ran aground

when entering the harbour.

Although the scheme for the colonization of Newfound-

land which cost the nobleSir Humphreyhis life,was aban-

doned for twenty-seven years longi , the prosecution of

the fishery by the British advanced by leaps and bounds.

Sir Walter Raleigh, writing on July 20th, 1594, to Sir

Robert Cecil, calls attention to the report that three

Spanish men-of-war were cruising in the channel. He
said :

—

" It is likely that all our Newfyundland men will be

taken up by them if they be not speedily driven from

the coast, for in the beginning of August our Newland

fleet are expected, which are above a hundred sayle.

If thos should be lost it would be the greatest blow

that ever was given to England."

But one other authority will be quoted just now on

this controversy. Sir William Monson, who began his

career in the Navy in the day? of Elizabeth and lived

until the Commonwealth, left a valuable collection of

memoirs which have been published under the title of

Naval Tracts.

A recent writer (Harrisse) has given the following

quotations from Monson, in proof of his contention that

England entirely neglected the lands discovered by

Cabot :—

" No relations of Cabot ever mentioned his posses-

sion or setting his foote ashore to inhabit any of

the lands betwixt the degrees al. resaid ; and therefore
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we can challenge no right of inheritance wanting proof

of possession, which is the law acknowledged for right

of discovery." When viewed with the context it will

be found that this is not an argument in favour of the

contention. Monson was upholding the benefits of

peace, and said that " Spain is more punished by the

King's peace than by the Queen's war, for by our peace

England is enlarged by several plantations in America."

He supposes that some will say of our plantations

that they were known to us long before, and will advance

Cabot's discoveries in argument that the new plantations

were not owing to the " King's peace," but he points out

that possession was better than discovery as proof of

title, which had been rendered possible by the long

continued peace.

In other parts of his writings he continually claims

the northern parts of America for England by right of

discovery and occupation. He says :

—

" Canada was first discovered by the English in the

days of Henry VII, as all the world acknowledges, and

none but the first discoverers can pretend title to any
land newly discovered. Thi." is the title by which the

King of England holds that part of America from 58

to 38 degrees, and has held it since the discovery of it

by Cabot."

In another place he writes :

—

" It is marvellous if we consider what England is now
to what it was in former ages—what increase in his

majestys revenues, what an increase there is of ships in

number and goodness, what dread and fear all other

nations apprehend of our greatness by sea, and what
rumours we spread abroad in all quarters of the world

to make us famous,"

,!, I-
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"It is admirable if we call these things to mind. And
to come to the particulars of augmentation of our

trades, of our plantations, and our discoveries, because

every man shall have his due therein, I will begin with

Newfoundland, lying upon the main continent of

America, which the King of Spain challenges as first

discoverer, but as we acknowledge the King of Spain

the first light of the west and south-west parts of

America, so we and all the world must confess that we
were the first that took possession of the north part

thereof for the crown of England, and not above two

years difference between the one and the other. And
as the Spaniards have from that day to this held their

possessions in the west, so have we done the like in the

north ; and though there is no comparison in the point

of wealth, yet England may boast that the discovery

from the year aforesaid to this very day hath afforded

the subjects annually one hundred and twenty thousand

pounds, and increases the number of many a good ship

and mariners, as our western parts can witness by their

fishing in Newfoundland."

Again he says :

—

" England had some honour thereby in the discovery

of Newfoundland that since proved most commodious
to the commonwealth, and most especially to the western

parts thereof, by their yearly employment of 200 sail of

ships thither."

Sir William Monson undoubtedly maintained Eng-
land's right to North America from Florida to Hudson's

Straits, and if he had known, as we know, that Cabot

actually preceded Columbus in th« discovery of the

mainland of America, he would h e denied Spain's

right to any part of it except the West Indies.
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Such are a few (but important) items of evidence on

British occupation of the new found lands in the six-

teenth century. I think it must be conceded that there

is sufficient warranty for the belief that England never

lost sight of the valuable possessions added to the

Crown by the discoveries of Cabot. At first coloniza-

tion, or any form of jurisdiction over the new found

lands, wa', as unnecessary for England as it was

impossible. Hut what could be done was done. Pro-

tection and encouragement were given to the fleet of

fishing vessels, which, in steadily increasing numbers,

never ceased to make their way across the Western

Ocean.



CHAPTER VIII

THE SEARCH FOR THE NORTH-WEST PASSAGE AND
CONSEQUENT VISITS TO LABRADOR—THE HUD-
SON BAY COMPANY.

WHILE the southern shores of Labrador, border-

ing the Straits of Belle Isle, were regularly

visited by fishermen from Brittany and the west of

England, and by whalers from the Basque provinces,

the eastern and northern coasts would have remained
unexplored were it not that English sailors persistently

pursued that ignisfatuus—a North-West Passage.

The French, Spanish, and Portuguese nations very
soon abandoned their attempts in this direction, and it

must be accorded to the glory of English seamen that

they alone persevered in the endeavour to solve the

mystery of the North-West. From the narratives of

these expeditions fleeting glimpses of Labrador can be
obtained.

The first, after Frobisher, to seek this supposed short

road to Cathay was John Davis. He was fitted out by
the merchants of London, ofwhom Mr.William Saunder-
son ' was the chief. Strict instructions were given to

him to seek for the passage, and not to be turned aside by
other considerations as was Frobisher.

In the summer of 1585, with his two little vessels.the

' Wni. Saunderson married a niece of Gilbert and Raleigh, and Davis
was a great friend of Adrian Gilbert, so the connection with previous
voyages is clearly seen.
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Suiuhiiu of fifty and the Mermaid of thirty-five

torn, he succeeded in reaching the remarkably high

latitude of 6;".

On this journey he coasted along the shores of Green-

land, thus once more restoring communication with that

almost forgotten country. The Eskimos, whom he met

in considerable numbers, were most friendly. " They are,"

he said, "very tractable people, void of craft or double-

dealing, and easy to be brought to any civilite or good

order." In 1586, he set out again, this time with his

fleet increased by the Mtrmaid of 120 tons, and the

North Star, a pinnace of ten tons. Again he suc-

ceeded in reaching latitude 67", then turning south

coasted the American shore to latitude 57". On August

28th, " havin? a great mistrust of the weather, he arrived

in a very fair harbour in the latitude of 56, and sailed

ten leagues into the same, being two leagues broad

with very fayre woods on both sides. I landed and

went sixe miles by ghesse into the country and found

that the woods were firre, pineapple, alder, yew, withy

and birch ; here we saw a blacke beare ;
this place

yieldeth great store of birds. Of the partridge and

pezunt we killed so great store with bowe and arrows

;

in this place at the habourough mouth we found great

store of cod. The first of September we set saile and

coasted the shore with fine weather. The third day

being calme at noone we stroke saile and let fall a

cadge anker, to prove whether we could take any fish,

being in latitude 54-30', in which place we found

great abundance of cod, so that the hooke was no

sooner overboard, but presently a fish was taken. It

was the largest and best reset (?) fish that ever I saw,

and divers fishermen that were with me sayd that they

never saw a mote suaule (?) or better skull of fish in thcyr



' '° LABRADOR
lives. The fourth of September we ankered in a very
good road among great store of isles, the country low-
land, pleasant and very full of fayre woods. To the
north of this place eight leagues, we had a perfect hope
of the passage, finding a mighty great sea passing
between two lands west Tb2 south land to our judge-
ment nothing but isles, we greatly desired to go into
the sea, but the wind was directly against us. We
ankered in four fathom fine sand. In this place is foule
and fish mighty store. The sixt of September having
a fayre north-west winde, having trimmed our barke we
proposed to depart, and sent five of our sailors yong
men a shore to an island to fetch certain fish which we
purposed to weather and therefore left it all the night
covered up on the Isle : the brutish people of the
country lay secretly lurking in the woods and upon the
sudden assaulted our men : which when we perceived
we presently let slip our cables upoi) the half and under
our fore sailes bare into the shore, and with all expedi-
tion discharged a double musket upon them twice, at
the noice whereof they fled : notwithstanding to our
very great grief two of our men were slaine with theyre
arrows and two grievously wounded of whom at this
present we stand in very great doubt ; onely one escaped
by swimmmg, with an arrow shot through his arme
These wicked miscreants never offered parley or speech
but presently executed theyr cursed fury."
The "very fayre harbor " in latitude 56' cannot be

Identified, as deep fiords are numerous on that part of
the coast Sandwich Bay was no doubt the locality in
which he harboured, and Hamilton Inlet the " mighty
great sea" in which he had a perfect hope of the
passage.

In the following year Davis started once more, and
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at the extraordinarily early date of June 24th, reached

the latitude of 67* 12' "the sea all open to the east-

wards and northwards." The mariners beeame alarmed
and insisted upon turning south, and again Davis

coasted down the American shore. On the first of

August he " passed a very great gulfe, the water whirling

and roaring as it were a mo';ting of the tides." Another

account of this voyage says :
" To our great admiration

we saw the sea falling down into the gulfe with a

mighty over fall, and roaring with divers circular

motions like a whirlpool in such sort as forcible

streams pass through the arches of bridges." It is

referred to afterwards by Davis as " the furious over-

fall," and is an excellent description of the entrance to

Hudson's Straits, where the tides rise and fall about forty

feet. Sir William MacGregor, the Governor of New-
foundland, in his report of a visit to Labrador, 1905,

telling of the meeting of the tides here, says • " The clash

of these two mighty streams roared like a ;' "eat water-

fall and produced powerful eddies and whirlpools." *

In the account given by Herrera of the English ships

which visited Hispaniola in 1527, supposed to be Rut's

vessel, it says that the ship had been in a frozen sea,

and coming south " they arrived in a warm sea which

boiled like water in a kettle."

Hudson's Straits is the only locality where there is

such a commotion of the waters. Rut, however, accord-

ing to his letter, was not north of the Straits of Belle

Isle.

The cape at the south entrance to Hudson's Straits

Davis named " Chidleis Cape," after his neighbour

' The first reference to Hudson's Straits is to he found on Ruysch's

map, 1508. A note on which reads, " Here a raging sea begins, here the

compasses of ships do not hold their properties, and vessels having iron are

not able to return."

i
I
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Mr. John Chidley, of Broad Clyst, near Exeter, county
Devon. By the 15th of August he had sailed down
to the Straits of Belle Isle, but failed to find the other

vessels of his fleet which had separated from him early in

the summer, with the intention of fishing about lat. 54"

to 55°. He therefore sailed for home and reached

Dartmouth on September 15th. In the curious little

book written by Davis called Tie Worlds Hydro-
graphicalU Description, he says, referring to his last

voyage, that two ships were fitted out for fishing and
one for discovery :

—

" Departing from Dartmouth, through Gods' merciful

favour I arrived at the place of fishing, and there

according to direction, I left two ships to follow that

business, taking there faithful promises not to depart

until my return unto them, which should be, in the

fine of August, but after my departure in sixteen days
the ships had finished their voyage and so presently

departed for England."

This is the first fishing adventure to the Labrador
coast of which we have any particulars, and its won-
derful success no doubt attracted much attention.

Davis firmly believed that there was a practicable

north-west passage, and wi^uld have made another
effort to find it, "but by reason of the Spanish
fleete and unfortunate time of Master Sectretary's

(Walsingham) death the voyage was ommitted, and
never sithens attempted."

In 1602, the Muscovy and Turkey Companies de-

spatched Captain George Weymouth, in an endeavour
to follow up Davis's discoveries. He did not succeed in

reaching so high a latitude as his predecessor, but sailed

into Hudson's Straits for a considerable distance, and
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as Captain Luke Fox, who fantastically styled himself

"North West Fox," relates, "did, I conceive, light

Hudson into his Straights."

Weymouth also sailed down the northern Labrador

coast and explored an inlet in latitude 56.

The Worshipfull Company of Muscovy, in con-

junction with the East Indian Merchants, sent out

another expedition in the year 1606 under the com-

mand of John Knight, whf had previously sailed with

a Danish expedition ti. eenland. On June 13th

he had sight of land in latitude 57° 25', but was caught

in the ice and drifted south to 56* 48'. Finding his ship

badly damaged, he decided to put into a small cove to

effect repairs if possible. While exploring the neigh-

bourhood, looking for a suitable place to careen his

vessel, he, his brother, Edward Gorrill the mate, and

another man, were set upon by the savage Eskimos and

slain. The rest of the ship's company were left in a

sore plight, with their ship almost in a sinking condition,

short handed, and continually attacked by the Eskimos,

whom they described as " little people, tawney coloured,

thick-haired, little or no beard, flat nosed, and are man
eaters."

They contrived, however, to keep the savages at bay,

and to lessen the leak by dropping a sail overboard

against it. In this crippled condition they made their

way south to Newfoundland, and on July 23rd "they

espied a dozen shallops fishing and making toward

them, found themselves at Fogo where they took

harbour, repaired their ship, and refreshed themselves."

Not satisfied with the indeterminate attempts of

Weymouth and Knight, the merchants of London, in

1610, fitted out Henry Hudson, who was already

famous as a navigator and explorer, to seek once more

|1
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!
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the much desired passage. Boldly pushing his way
through the straits, which have since borne his name,
he discovered the great inland sea, Hudson's Bay. Here
he wintered, and in the spring determined to explore

still further west, confidently expecting to succeed

in the enterprise upon which he was sent. But his

crew mutinied, and turned him, his son, and the few

that remained faithful to him, adrift in a little boat,

doubtless to perish miserably. On the return of

Hudson's ship through the straits, they fell in with a

company of Eskimos, who as usual seemed at first very

friendly, but waiting their opportunity treacherously

attacked and killed four of the ship's company, among
whom were the chief mutineers.

In 1612, the year following the return o( Hudson's
ship, the merchants of London again fitted out an

expedition, placing it under the command of Sir

Thomas Button. Two of Hudson's men, Abacuck
Priokett and Robert Bylot, accompanied him.

Proceeding at once through Hudson's Straits, he made
for "Diggess's He," where the mutineers of Hudson's
ship met their well-deserved fate at the hands of the Es-

kimos. Here these undaunted savages appeared again

in considerable numbers, twice attacked his ship and
killed five of his men. Entering Hudson's Bay he sailed

southward seeking suitable quarters for the winter, and
made himself as comfortable as possible ; but with all

his precautions lost several of his men from the severe

cold. In the spring he explored Hudson's Bay as far

north as 65°, and returning through Hudson's Straits

passed into the Atlantic "betwixt those islands first

discovered and named Chidley's Cape by Captain
Davis, and the north part of America, called by the

Spaniards, who never saw the same, Cape Labrador

;
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but it is meet by the north-east point of America,

where there was contention among them, some main-

taining that those islands were the ' Resolution
' ; but

at length it proved a strait, and very straight indeed to

come through, which resolved all doubts." Thus

writes " North-West Fox" on the evidence of Abacuck

Prickett. Commentators have thought that Button

passed out of Hudson's Straits not between Resolution

Island and the Button Islands, but between Button

Islands and Cape Chidley. From the description,

however, there can be little doubt that he passed

through the narrow channel between Chidley peninsula

and the mainland, which now bears the name of

Grenfell Channel. Sir William McGregor thus des-

cribes it :

—

" This is a passage which leads through from the east

coast, starting south of Cape Chidley, to the Bay that

lies on the east side of the Chidley peninsula, opening

some two or three miles south of Port Burwell. It is

about two or three hundred yards wide, and was sup-

posed to be sufficiently deep to permit of the passage

of large ships through it, thu^ avoiding the necessity of

doubling the Chidley peninsula. The navigating lieu-

tenant of H.M.S. Scylla has, however, after transversing

the channel twice, reported one spot in it where the

depth did not exceed five fathoms.' It is therefore

neces.sary that it should be more fully examined before

it can be considered safe for large vessels. Strong

tides pass through the Grenfell Tickle. It seems to

be navigated by small icebergs with more draught than

any ships would have. It runs .ill the way between

' Dr. Grenfell lias since aRain passed throuj^h this channel, sounding

most carefully, aiuI failed to find anywhere less than seventeen fathoms of

water.
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steep hills of bare rock. It is about eight or ten miles
long, and would, if proved to be safe, be a decided gain
to vessels passing between the Atlantic and Port
Burwell, or Ungava and Hudson's Bays."

One of Button's vessels was the Discovery, and was
the same vessel in which Hudson and Weymouth
made their voyages to the same regions. She is

described as a fly-boat of sixty or seventy tons;
this term generally denoted a broad flat -bottomed
vessel which would have easily passed through the
channel. Nothing is known of Button's other ship,

the Resolution.

The Moravian missionaries Kohlmeister and Kmock
navigated this channel on their way to and from Un-
gava in 1811. On August 2nd they arrived at the
mouth of the dreaded Ikkerasak (strait).

"It is in length about ten miles; the land on
each side high and rocky and in some plaf:es pre-
cipitous, but there appeared no rocks in the strait

itself The water is deep and clear. Its mouth
is wide, and soon after entering a bay opens to
the left, which, by an inlet only just wide enough to
admit a boat, communicates with a lagoon of consider-
able magnitude, in which lies an island on its western
bank. Beyond this bay the passage narrows, and con-
sequently the stream, always setting from north to
south, grows more rapid. Here the mountains on both
sides rise to a great height. Having proceeded for two
miles in a narrow channel the strait opens again, but
afterwards contracts to about one thousand yards
across, immediately beyond which the coast turns to
the south. As the tide ebbs with the current from
north to south along the whole Labrador coast, the
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current through the strait is most violent during its

fall, and less when resisted by its influx or rising. We
were taught to expect much danger in passing certain

eddies or whirlpools in the narrow parts of the straits.

When we passed the first narrow channel, it being low

water, no whirlpool was perceptible. Having sailed on

for a little more than half an hour we reached the

second. Here indeed we discovered a whirlpool, round

in the manner of a boiling cauldron of ten or twelve

feet in diameter, with considerable noise and much

foam, but we passed without the smallest inconvenience.

The motions of these eddies is so great that they never

freeze in the severest winter. The ice being drawn

toward them with great force is carried under water and

thrown up again, broken into numerous fragments.

The Ikkerasak is at this season utterly impassable for

boats."

Sir Thomas Button was followed in the next year,

1614, by Captain Gibbons, once more in the fly-boat

Discovery, Gibbons was a cousin of Sir Thomas

Button and had accompanied him on his voyage.

Button spoke of his cousin in terms of the highest

praise, and declared that " he was not short of any man

that ever yet he carried to sea," but he did not justify

Button's recommendation, and his voyage was utterly

unfruitful.

" North-West Fox " thus tersely describes it :—

" Little is to be writ to any purpos for that hee was put

by the mouth of Fretum Hudson and with the ice was

driven into a Bay called by his Company ' Gibbons his

Hole," in latitude 58 and
'/a

upon the North East part of

America, where he laid ten weeks fast amongst the ice,

in danger to have been spoyled or never to have got
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away, so ast the time being lost he was inforced to
returne."

The locality here indicated is probably Sagtek Bay.
It is a pity that such a characteristic name has not
been perpetuated.

Later seekers of the north-west passage proceeded
at once through Hudson's Straits and did not visit

Labrador.

About the middle of the seventeenth century French
fur traders found their way overland to Hudson's Bay.
The two chief pioneers, named Grosseliers and Rbdis-
son, were so impressed with the importance of the
trade which might be developed, that they went to

France and tried to induce the French Government
to send an expedition there and take possession of
the country. Receiving no encouragement from their

own people, they were recommended by the British

Ambassador at Paris to go to London with their pro-
position. By his influence they obtained an audience
with King Charles II and Prince Rupert, who were
both much interested in the proposed enterprise. A
company was formed and an expedition sent out in

1668. Arriving at Hudson's Bay they at once built

a fort, and during the ensuing winter carried on a
brisk trade with the natives. In the following year
they returned to London. Application was then
made to King Charles for a charter, in order that the
trade might be more fully developed. That easy-going
monarch acceded to the request and granted a charter,

the extraordinary terms of which have excited the
wonder of succeeding generations. More remarkable
than the charter itself is the fact that, although often

challenged, its validity has been always upheld, and
the Hudson Bay Company is still a virile concern,
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retaining the privileges granted by King Charles, with

the exception of those it has been well paid to relin-

quish.

This charter claimed to give " the whole trade of all

those seas, streights and bays, rivers, lakes, creeks and

sounds in whatsoever latitude they shall be, that lie

within the entrance of the Streights commonly called

Hudson's Streights." The fisheries within the straits

were also expressly included. By reason of the wonder-

ful system of rivers and lakes which drain into Hudson's

Bay and Straits, the company became possessed of a

territory estimated at nearly one-third of North America.

It was recognized as a colony or plantation under the

name of Rupert's Land, and had almost all the powers

of a self-governing colony of the present day. The
first Governor of the Company was Prince Rupert, and

one of its most important members, if not the leading

spirit, was Sir George Carteret, the friend and neighbour

of the immortal and immoral Pepys. One is surprised

not to find the great diarist himself interested in the

Company, as his hand was generally stretched forth when

there were any fees or perquisites to be obtained.

The Hudson Bay Company was therefore the first

legal possessor of any part of Labrador, its portion

being all the country drained by rivers falling into

Hudson's Straits or Bay.

France looked with great jealousy at the advent of

the British on her northern borders, and during the wars

at the end of the seventeenth century ca'itured every

trading post which had been erected by the Hudson
Bay Company. By the Treaty of Ryswick (1697), and

later by the Treaty of Utrecht (171 3), it was agreed

that all "countries, islands, forts and colonies, which

either France or England had possessed before the war

K
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should be restored to their original owners," and a joint

commission was to be appointed to delineate the

respective borders of Canada and Rupert's Land. This

boundary line was never agreed upon, although t?ie

commissioners were appointed and met on several

occasions. In respect to l.abrador, the English com-

missioners proposed that the dividing line should be

drawn from Cape Grimmington on the Labrador coast

in lat 58° 30' to Lake Mistassini, thence S.W. to the

49th parallel, and thence westward indefinitely.

The Hudson Bay Company were thus prepared to

abandon nearly the whole east coast of Labrador to the

French, and besought the Imperial Government to

forbid any intrusion by the French to the northward

of the proposed boundary.

While the matter was in dispute Labrador was re-

garded as a no-man's land, free to be adopted by any

claimant. In 1752 a petition was presented to the

Lords of Trade and Plantations by some London

merchants for a grant of the country called Labrador,

between 52° and 60' N. lat, " not at this time possessed

by any of His Majesty's subjects or the subjects of any

Christian Prince." But the Hudson Bay Company were

able to block this project, under the plea, first, that the

country was included in their charter, and, second, that

it was an entirely barren land, and the intention of any

company starting there could only be to poach upon

their trade.



CHAPTER IX

THE FRENCH ON LABRADOR, 1700-1763

THE first attempt to form a permanent establish-

ment on the coast of Labrador was made by
Augustin Legardeur, Seigneur de Courtemanche. On
October 17th, 1702, he obtained from Sieur de Vaud-
reuil, Governor of New France, a concession for len

years of the privilege of trading with the savages,

and fishing for whales, seals, and cod, on all that part

of the south coast of Labrador, from the Kegaskat

River to the River Kessessasskiou ' between lat. 52* and

53- N.

About the year 1704 he made a tour of his domain

and wrote a description of it, which is still to be found

in the Archive of the Marine at Paris.

Beginning at the Kegaskat, now Kegashka River, he

travelled from harbour to harbour, noting the peculiari-

ties and excellences of each locality. The abundance

of seals, salmon, cod, feathered game, caribou, and fur-

bearing animals must have been simply prodigious.

He was evidently charmed with his acquisition, and

describes each place in glowing terms.

Courtemanche established himself at Bay Phely-

' On French maps of the early eighteenth century our Urand or

Hamilton River is called Ketiessasakiou, and Hamilton Inlet, " Grande
Baye des Eskimaux."
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peaux,' now Bradore, and built there a fort which he

called Fort Pontchartraln.

The harbour, he tells us, was excellent, capable of

containing a hundred vessels of all sizes. The general

aspect of the bay was "fort gait" bordered with islands,

and abounding in such quantities of game that the

whole colony, both French and Indians, could easily be

supported there. At the bottom of the bay there were

three hills, " tres agriMe d la vttu."

The rivers and lakes amongst these hills were full

of salmon and trout, and the waters of the bay teemed

with codfish, so that he felt assured of sustaining his

garrison without any difficulty.

He opened communication with a tribe of Indians in

the neighbourhood which had not been previously known
to the French. They were a gentle race, and he thought

a missionary would have no difficulty in converting them
to Christianity. It seems probable that he referred to

the Nascopee Indians, for the Montaignais Indians had

been, from the time of Champlain, on friendly terms

with the French, and were among the first to be con-

verted.

Courtemanche induced thirty or forty families of the

Montaignais to come and settle on his seignory, employ-

ing them both as trappers and fishermen. He was in-

formed by them that the Basques formerly had carried

on a very large whale fishery in the straits, and that

the remains of their establishments were still to be seen

at Brasdor, Forteau, and St. Benoit's.

Courtemanche found the bones of whales piled up

' This bay, called *'Lesl8lettes"byJacquesCartier, wuknowninl740
as '* Bale des Espagnols," and was named "Bay Phelypeaux" by Courte-

manche. It did not take its present name until late in the eighteenth
century. On the Bellini map, 1744, it is called "Bay Phelypeaux," on
the Cook and Lane map, 1790, " Labradore Bay."
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like sticks of wood, one on the other, in such quantities

that he estimated one place to contain the remains of

two thousand to three thousand animals. He counted

ninety skulls of prodigious size in one little creek. The
Basques had been compelled to abandon the fishery, not

from failure in the supply of whales, but because of the

attacks and depredations of the Eskimos. Courte-

manche met a St Malo fisherman at Forteau, who in-

formi J him that his countrymen had carried on a fishery

there de tous temps.

But they also had been compelled by the attacks of

the Eskimos greatly to lessen their operations. Nothing

could be left behind them in safety, and every spring

when they returned they would find their huts and

stages torn down, the contents destroyed, and their

boats stolen. The fishery on the Labrador shore was
considered to be much better than on any part of New-
foundland, but it could not be prosecuted in safety.

The fishermen were in continual danger of being sur-

prised and murdered by the treacherous and bloodthirsty

Eskimos.

Charlevoix states in his History of New France that

about 1650 there were continual and desperate battles

between the Eskimos and Montaignais, an historical

feud which continued until the middle of the nineteenth

century.

Courtemanche found that the Eskimos in considerable

numbers wintered at Ha-Ha Bay, and records that two

families of them were massacred even as far west as

Mecatina. He visited Ha-Ha Bay and examined the site

of their camp, as well as he was able to do for the stench

which still lingered there. He noted that they used no

lire to cook their food, and gnawed the bones like dogs.

From the beginning to the end of his life on the
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Labrador, it was Courtemanche's chief endeavour to

make peace with these intractable savages, and his

principal care to defend himself and the frequenters of

the coast from their attacks and depredations.

In 1 7 14 Courtemanche obtained a renewal of his

grant

"The King being at Marly, and being informed

of the success of the establishment which the Sieur de

Courtemanche had made at Phelypeaux Bay, wishing

to treat him favourably in consideration of the pains

and cares which his establishment had cost him, hereby

concedes to him the said Bay of Phelypeaux, where he

is established, and two leagues of coast either way from

the said bay, and four leagues inland."

He was also granted the sole right to trade with the

savages and to the seal fishery, but in regard to other

fish he was given a concurrent right only with any other

vessels that may come there.

At the same time that his grant was lenewed

Courtemanche was appointed Commandant of the

Coast of Labrador.

" His Majesty deeming it necessary that he should

have an officer of the army to command on the coast

of Labrador, in the country of the Eskimos, and being

satisfied with the reliability of the Sieur de Courte-

manche, captain of one of his companies serving in

New France, His Majesty wi.is and requires that he

command in the said coast of Labrador, and that he

rule there and settle all differences that may arise

between His Majesty's subjects in regard to stations

for the fishery," etc.

It is surprising to find, from Courtemanche's report

for 1713, that there were only three French vessels ii
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fishing in the strait—one at Forteau and two at Blanc

Sablon. No doubt the war with England, just closed,

had caused the fisheries to be abandoned for a time.

If one were to believe the enthusiastic memorial on

the Labrador which here follows, Courtemanche must

have had a comfortable and flourishing establishment

at Bay Phelypeaux. The writer is unknown.' It

seems probable that he was a priest who had spent a

summer on the Labrador, and being greatly impressed

with the abundance of wild life and the beauty of the

short summers, saw in imagination the country becoming

as populous and powerful as Sweden or Norway. While

greatly overestimating its possibilities, many of his

suggestions for the civilization of the Eskimos, mc the

amelioration of the lot of the fishermen who frequented

the coast, are most excellent The suggested name for

a town, Labradorville, and the proposal that the caribou

should be domesticated are particularly interesting

touches. The suggestion that magic should not be used

in taming the Caribou is a quaint sign of the times.

MEMOIR CONCERNING LABRADOR, 1715-1716

Labrador is all that vast country to the east of

Canada and north of the Gulf of St. Lawrence.

It is a peninsula bounded by the River and Gulf of

St Lawrence on the south, the ocean on the east,

Hudson's Straits on the north, nd Hudson's Bay on

the west. It joins Canada on its western border from

the Isles of Mingan to Hudson's Bay.

Labrador belonged entirely to France before the

Treaty of Utrecht, with the exception of some small

' From a similarity of their ftims and propositions, one would be

inclined to call this authur a pre-incarnation of Dr. Grenfell.
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forts which the English had built in the bottom of

Hudson's Bay.

The King had ceded to them, by that treaty, a part

of Labrador—that is to say, the Strait and Bay of

Hudson with all the coasts and rivers which fall into

the said Strait and Bay of Hudson. This constitutes a

large country, but almost uninhabitable and difficult to

reach. The greater and better part of Labrador remains

to the King—that is to say, from Mingan to Belle Isle

and from Belle Isle to the entrance of Hudson's Straits

with all the rivers and inland country. This coast is

over 400 leagues in extent. It is certain that furs are

more abundant and precious in Labrador than in

Sweden, Norway, or Canada.

But that which merits more attention is that the

fishery which can be carried on of salmon, codfish,

seals, walrus, whales, on this four hundred leagues of

coast is able to produce greater riches than the richest

gold-mine in Peru, and with less trouble and expense.

It is very important and even necessary for the good of

the State to make at once three or four establishments

on the coast of Labrador. The abundant fishery of

salmon, codfish, porpoises, seals, walrus, and whales:

the walrus teeth which are finer than ivory and are

used in the fine arts ; the skins of seals, seal oil, walrus

oil and whale oil ; an infinity of caribous and other

animals are in this vast country of Labrador, and will

furnish an infinite number of skins and furs, the

handsomest, the finest, and most precious in the world.

It is said that the skin of the caribou takes the colour

scarlet better than any other kind of skin. All this,

with mines of copper and iron, that can certainly be

found in Labrador, is capable of making t' e proposed

establishments both rich and flourishing, and of such

hA.<f. V/JV2 .V .«^'a:
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great advantage to the State that Labrador should be

regarded as its Peru.

In effect, it will furnish France with fish and oils,

whalebone, skins of seals and caribous, furs, ivory, and

eider-down, and all in such abundance that a large trade

can be established with foreign countries. Add to

these feathers for beds, such as are used in Russia.

The abundance of all these things will be increased

in proportion as the country becomes peopled and

establishments become numerous. But it is necessary

to begin with three or four.

The first at Bay Phelypeaux,—a very advantageous

place,—a good harbour with abundance of seals and

codfish, and also whales. There are a prodigious

number of birds called " Moyeis," which furnish quan-

tities of eider-down, and of which the eggs are good to

eat. The King has given this post to M. de Courte-

manche, a Canadian gentleman, during his life. He
is well-established there, fortified and furnished. The

seal fishery is the principal industry, and quantities of

oil and skins are obtained. He has a large garden

and grows all sorts of vegetables—peas, beans, roots,

herbs, and salads, and has sown barley and oats,

which grow well
;

perhaps wheat and rye will also

grow. He keeps horses, cows, sheep, and pigs. The

neighbourhood of the bay has also been explored.

It is a plain of about four leagues in extent, but

with little woods, so that M. de Courtemanche

has to send for firewood to a distance of three or

four leagues with his horses and carts. He is also

able to fetch it by boat from the river of the

Eskimo which is at a little distance. M. de Courte-

manche has engaged thirty families of Montaignais to

settle near his house. They are of great use to him,
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both for the fisheries in summer and for the chase in

winter. He has made them very sociable.

Near the house of M. de Courtemanche there is a

little river containing quantities of salmon and trout

In time of war Bay Phelypeaux is not safe because it

is very open, but three leagues away there is a bay and

a port called St Armour, where the fishery is not so

abundant as at Bay Phelypeaux, but being easy of

defence one would be in safety there from the attacks of

enemies.

The second establishment should be at Petit Nord, in

the Strait of Belle Isle, either at St. Barbe or at

Chateau. This establishment would have the advan-

tage of being in the strait by which the fish and

whales from the ocean enter into and return from

the Gulf of St Lawrence.

At this port a lucrative trade could be carried on

with the Eskimos, who come there in great numbers

every summer.

The third establishment should be on the east coast of

Labrador, at Kessessaki, which is a large river between

52" and 53° N. lat The fishery of all kinds—cod,

seals, whales—is easy and abundant There is a great

quantity of fine woods to build stages, houses, or ships.

These pinewoods and large trees are a sign that the

land is fertile, and one will be able to keep animals of

all sorts and to grow wheat and all kinds of grains,

vegetables, and root crops. It short, it should become

a considerable colony and useful to the State, because

(I) it is not far distant from France, (2) it will return

great profits for little outlay, (3) the fisheries will yield

certain and inexhaustible profits—advantages which

are not found in mines of gold or silver, that are

very costly to work and soon exhausted, and cause
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the death of a great many persons. A great advan-

tage for this establishment will be that the river Kesses-

saki is much frequented by the Eskimos, who are adroit

in the chase and in the fishery, and will be able to

render great service to the French and furnish them

with quantities of fish oils, walrus teeth, caribou skins,

and valuable furs.

This immense country is filled with animals.

It is said that the Eskimos number more than thirty

thousand. They have no communication with any

Europeans nor with other savages, from whom they

differ greatly. They have no beards, are light coloured,

well made and very adroit They clothe themselves

very properly in seal skins. They make canoes and

boats the construction of which is admirable, and are

good smiths. It is believed that they take their

origin from the Icelanders or Norwegians, but perhaps

instead they may have originated from the colony the

Danes had in Greenland about three hundred years ago

which has since disappeared. WiAout doubt one will

find in their language words of European origin. It is

easy to throw light upon them by means of Basque,

Icelandic, Norwegian, and Danish languages.

The Eskimos are considered extremely savage and

intractable, ferocious and cruel ; they flee at the sight of

Europeans, and kill tliem whenever they are able

;

but I believe they fly from Europeans because they

have been maltreated, fired on, and killed, and if

they attack and kill Europeans it is only by way of

reprisal.

I think that in the beginning of their intercourse

with Europeans on their coasts they stole some trifling

articles and then fled, but this did not warrant that

they should be fired at and killed.

i
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Messieurs JoUiet and ConsUntin, who have visited

them, have received a thousand tokens of friendship.
M. Courtemanche, who has had eight or ten interviews
with them, told me at Versailles in 1713 that they are
good, civil, mild, gay, and warmhearted men and
women, and that thty danced to do him honour.
They are very chaste, dislike war, and b a thousand
good qualities. They are more timid ...an savage or
cruel It is very easy to see that norr will be no
difficulty in civilizing them if proper 1. eans are taken.
They are as follows :

—

1. To forbid the savageMontaignais and other savages
to make war on them. If the Montaignais had with
them a Jesuit missionary, he couU fortjid them to do
evil to the Eskimo.

2. It is also necessary to forbid the French fishermen
and others, under the severest pains and penalties, to
fire on them or to offer them any insult

3. To order the French fishermen to endeavour to
win them over by offering friendship and even presents
to those who join them.

4. In exchange of merchandise and in all commerce
with them to be sure that they are not discontented, and
on all occasions to treat them with kindness and good will.

5. To give them food, but neither to give nor to sell
them any intoxicating liquors.

6. To engage the Jesuits to undertake this measure,
to go amongst them and endeavour to civilize them, for
the Jesuits have a great talent for humanizing the most
ferocious savages. When commerce has been estab-
lished with them, it will be easy to convert them to
Christianity. Their gentle spirit, their aversion to war,
and their chastity make them easily disposed to con-
version.
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It should also be held in view that in making these

establishments on the Labrador, not only spiritual but
also temporal blessings will be poured upon those who
shall procure this glory to God and Religion.

The Eskimos civilized, will render important services

to the French by the fishery and the chase, being very

adroit both in the one and the other. Thoy will bring

skins and furs, walrus tusks, fish oils, eider-down and
feathers for beds, having on their coasts an infinity of

birds with fine plumage.

Thus the Eskimos will contribute to ren. r commerce
on the Labrador both large and hicrative. I forgot to

say that it is necessary to use ewry means to induce the

Eskimos to take up their abode near the French, the

advantages of which it ia unnecessary to detail. Their
proximity need not be feared, as they are not warlike

but lazy and timid.

Those \vh<. always make difficulties and have not the

courage to undertake large enterprises say :

—

I. That the Labrador is a place cold and sterile, where
AotNms tKat is necessary for life can be found, and con-

sequMHy is uninhabitable, and no one shouM dream of

eiMMVouring to colonize there.

Sweden, Norway, Russia, Scotland, etc., are all more
nordier, cou-itries than Labrador, and are consequently

coMer. These places are also filled with lakes and
mountains to a greater extent than in Labrador. The
land is as sterile as Labrador, and it is only by
cultivation that they have become fertile and capable

of sBpporting their large population.

Scotland, Sweden, Norway, and Russia are poweriiil

coantries, and filled with great and rick towns, all north

of Kesaessaki Who shall say that one shall not make

i ,
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of Labrador as fine a country as these, and build in it
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In order that these posts may be peopled andbecome .mportant, it is necessary by bougies and
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privil^es to induce the Bayonnais and other French,
and especially Canadians, to establish themselves there
and develop the commerce of the country, particularly
the fishery, the profits of which are immediate, certain,
and inexhaustible, and do not require a great outlay.
It is necessary also to give to those who shall undertake
the settlements of Petit Nord and Kessessaki, (which
should be named Labradorville), the title of Com-
mandant or Captain, if they have it not already, as in
the case of Bay Phelypeaux, and to give to each his
entire company to reside at his post Instructions must
be given :

—

1. Not to encroach one upon the other, to live in
peace and harmony, and on no account to entice away
the savages the one from the other.

2. To forbid the s.vages to make war on one
another.

3. To live in peace with the savages, to civilize

them, trade with them, and induce them by kindness to
come and live near the French. Especially not to do
them any violence or injustice.

4. To have the care of missionaries who shall work
at the conversion of the savages and the salvation of
the French.

5. To explore the country not only on the coasts,
but also in the interior. To ascend all the rivers to
their sources, and to engage the French as well as the
Jesuits to seek the savages in their own homes, and to
accompany them on their hunting trips and voyages.

6. To examine the quality of the earth, to see if

there are mines of copper, iron, or other metals, if there
are valuable stones, such as marble and porphyry, if

there are woods fit for houses and ships, if there are
medicinal plants or drugs. In short, to discover all that

1
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the country may produce. Nearly all countries are less

fertile along the sea coast than in the interior.

7. To be sure to rear cattle and sheep, pigs and

goats, and even horses. If the Canadian species are

not able to resist the climate, it is necessary to intro-

duce cattle from the Faro Islands or Iceland, which are

countries more rugged and cold than Labrador. These
animals will provide food for the colony and manure
for the lands, to render them capable of producing

grain, vegetables, and root crops.

8. To endeavour to tame the caribou, which is the

same animal as the reindeer, so greatly used by the

Laplander and Russians, but it is necessary to avoid any

appearance of magic,

9. 1 o breed quantities of birds, fowls, pigeons, geese,

ducks, etc.

10. To sow wheat, rye, oats, barley, and other grains.

Oats and barley will grow well and afford food for the

cattle and fowls. Without doubt Turkey wheat will

grow with a little care.

In Poland, where the lands are cold, they sow a little

salt to warm them and render them feiti':. The same
must be done in Labrador, or grain must be brought

from Canada.

11. To plant all sorts of vegetables, peas, beans,

lentils, etc., and also to endeavour to cultivate fruit

trees.

12. To cultivate all sorts of roots and salads, which

grow very well at Bay Fhelypeaux, so M. de Courte-

manche tells me, and are of great benefit to the crews

of the fishing vessels.

13. For the use of the fishermen, to have at each

settlement one or two large inns, well built, with good
beds and other conveniences for the comfort of the
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seamen, but drunkenness and all other debauchery

must be strictly forbidden.

14. At each settlement there must be a Cur^, an

honest man, with a church well and properly adorned,

where service can be performed with decency. It

is a means to inspire the savages with respect and an

inclination for Christianity. It is fitting that these

Cutis should be of the St Sulpician order or some other

community, if the Jesuits will not undertake the work.

15. The commandants must be instructed to keep

the Crown informed of all that is required for the good

and for the increase of the settlements.

16. They should take care that solid and commodious

houses be built, for which they should furnish plans.

Lime can be made in the country, and it is possible to

make bricks, tiles, and pottery.

These means, and many others known to those who
are more experienced than I, are able to render the

settlements on the Labrador very considerable in a

short time and without any expense to the King, and

to attract there numbers of vessels which will bring

all that is required, and take back fish, oils, and other

produce. This will maintain a great commerce, will

enrich the country and the merchants, and be very use-

ful to the Sute.

If it is possible to keep bees one can make hydromel,

as in Muscovy and Poland, where quantities of bees

are kept, although they are more northern countries

than Labrador.

The wool from the sheep will furnish clothes. Also

clothes may be made from the sheep skins, as is the

custom in many places, and of seal skins like the

Eskimos, who are very properly clad.

The ships can bring them wine and other commodities

If:
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which the country is not able to furnish, and in exchange

the inhabitants will give fish, oils, etc., which the country

produces in such quantities that they will be able to

buy all the commodities of France and Canada they

have need of, and the colony will become a rich and

powerful State.

The colony of Placentia is a place more sterile than

Labrador. This barrenness occasions the colonists to

apply themselves entirely to the codfishery, which fur-

nishes the means to supply them with all that is neces-

sary and even to grow rich.

It is possible, perhaps, that it will be more advan-

tageous for the colonists of Labrador and for the State,

that they should apply themselves entirely to the fishery

which produces such immense profits.

Two difficulties are still made.

1. That in Labrador the cold is of such long duration

and so stormy that the colonists would not be able to

stand it. To which I reply, that Norwegians and Swedes

do not mind the cold at all, and that good houses, well

sealed with wool or moss, are complete protection against

it. Add to this that Canadian men and women, who will

form these colonies, are accustomed to the severest cold.

2. It is said that there are not sufficient food and

commodities there to support a large colony. I reply

that beef, veal, mutton, and game are not wantirg,

neither are fish, fresh and salted, nor vegetables and roots.

It is possible to raise excellent pigs, but they must

not be allowed to eat fish, and during the fishing season

must be kept at a distance from the sea. Beef and

pork, and also the caribou meat, can be salted and

smoked. The country abounds with game, and the

birds furnish abundance of good eggs.

Oats and barley will come to maturity, and with
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the great commerce in the products of the country are
more than sufficient to support a large and numerous
colony. If the wheat and rye will not come to maturity
they can be imported from Canada, which will be a
good thing for Canada. It must be admitted from
all I have stated in this memoir, that the reasons for

establishing colonies on the Labrador are convincing,
and the means thereto ample and easy.

It remains then to carry out the proposal, to

grant pei mission to those who have the courage to
found these settlements, and to accord to them all that
is suitable in order that they may not be ruined in

sacrificing themselves for the honour and advantage of
tpe State as well as for God and Religion.

Six months later, the author supplements this memoir
with additional information received from Labrador in

three letters from M. Courtemanche and M. Lair, his

chaplain, and reiterates his proposition for the establish-

ment of three colonies on the Labrador. M. Lair's

letter is addressed to Madame de Courtemanche, who was
in Bayonne, and is of much interest. It is written from
Bay Phelypeaux, October loth, 1716:

—

" Madam,
" This is to salute you as the most humble of your

servitors. I trust that this present will find you well
and happily arrived in France.

"fiftet your departure, the savage Eskimos have
visited your coasts. They came first to Forteau,
where the people of Sieur de la Rue had commerce
with them the first Sunday after your departure.
Mestay, who was out shooting, saw them first on
the point between the fishing stages of ValMe and
Chardot, and came after vespers to give the news

'f
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to M. Courtemanche, and hastened to send Mon-

sieur, your son,' with some of your people to speak to

them and occupy them while he made ready one of the

boats to go himself. But the Eskimos, who apparently

noticed that your ;people were not afraid of them, and

also being much terrified at the sight of a man on horse-

back, fled during the night, and M. Courtemanche has

not >>een able to find them, although seeking them for

three days in his boat.

"
I assure you, Madam, that M. de Courtemanche

exposes himself too much to the wind and the rain,

which falls without ceasing, and caused much anxiety

to Mdlle de Courtemanche and all of us until his return.

He is somewhat upset by the hardships of his journey,

but I trust, by the Grace of God, it will be nothing.

" This journey of M. Courtemanche has not prevented

these savage animals from having taken many boats

from the coast. I do not know how many there were

at Isle au Bois, but your people say there are but two

old ones left, and one of them is wrecked. They have

broken open the huts, upset the stages, and choped up

the barrels in which the seines were stowed away. They

have done the same at Little River, besides throwing

dl the grappling irons into the water, scattering the salt,

and cutting the seines in pieces.

"Your children. Madam, are well; your little

daughter often asks ii you will return soon. There is

no news in the family circle. Take care of your health.

Madam, and do not be worried about Monsieur, whose

indisposition will be nothing. A good look-out is

always kept for the Eskimos.

"
I take the liberty. Madam, to sign myself,

" Your very humble and obedient servant,

" Lair. Prfitre."

' Sr. de Brouagiie, l)y a foimer husband.
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Courtemanche writes that this band of Eskimos
numbered about eight hundred, and that they had

firearms of various sorts in their possession. As they

were thought to be too timid and ignorant to use them
themselves, it was supposed that some Europeans had
taken up their abode with them.

Our enthusiastic memorialist does not seem to have

been deterred by this disturbed condition of the

country, but suggests that his proposed settlements

should be further protected by a watch tower of

thirty to seventy feet high, and an armed brigantine

ready at all times to go in pursuit of any marauding

bands of Eskimos. His representations, however,

were unheeded, and (he great and populous towns

which he prophesied for Labrador are as far off as

ever.

The reports from the coast the following year but

repeat the stories of attacks from the Eskimos, " who
only put foot to ground in one harbour to steal what

they require and then fly off to another."

In October a band of them arrived at Bay Fhelypeaux

who appeared to be peaceably inclined, and came with

Courtemanche to the fort, "and in no time the house

was overrun with these barbarians as if they had been

brought up there." They stole everything they could

lay hands on, even the buttons from M. Courtemanche's

coat. Leaving Bay Fhelypeaux, they wintered about

fifteen leagues to the westward. On tne ist-a May
following they returned, but would not entjr the fort

again. When Courtemanche tried to persuade them,

they apparently misunderstood his peaceful intentions

and attacked him. In the fight which ensued Courte-

manche took one of the boats and made prisoners

of the occupants, one woman, two girls, and a little
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boy. Of the latter it is laconically written, "qui receu

la baptime avan sa mort"

We gather from these different letters and reports

that Courtemanche lived quite the life of a Grand

Seigneur on the Labrador. With his French and

French-Canadian trappers and fishermen, and thirty

to forty families of Montaignais Indians, the settlement

must have been quite large, and justified the estimate

made of the ijins in 184D that they represented about

two hundred houses.

Courtemanche died in 1717. and was succeeded by

his son-in-law, de Brouague. Writing on .September

9th, 171S, to the Council of the Marine, Brouague

acknowledges their letter of February 9th, and thanks

them for appointing him Commandant of " Bras dort,"

and for the grant from His Majesty that " we should

enjoy the establishment which the late M. de Courte-

manche had made." It will be noticed that Brouague

thanks the Council for the grant in the name of his

mother and half-sisters as well as his own.

His reports seem to be quite illiterate compared

to those of Courtemanche. For forty-one years, almost

without intermission, he wrote an annual letter to the

Council of the Marine, detailing the events which

took place on the Labrador. Thay consist prin-

cipally of accounts of the depredations of the Eskimos,

and his efforts to warn and protect the fishermen,

It soon became a practice to make Bay Phely-

peaux the headquarters for the coast, and at

the end of each season the fishermen brought their

boats and gear for him to take care of, knowing that

anything left unguarded would be stolen or destroyed.

On several occasions small sealing posts, where three

or four men only were employed, were attacked and
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the fishermen sUin. Reprisals were naturally of

frequent occurrence, and the Eskimos were shot with

Httle compunction by the enraged fishermen. Brou-

ague's post was by no means a sinecure. One of his

duties was the settiement of disputes among the fisher

men themselves. As in our own day. the favourite

' berths," i.e. fishing stations, were much sought after, and

excited great competition, fair and otherwise. The cus-

tom seemed to be for each vessel arriving on the coast

to go or send to Bay Phelypeaux and procure a licence

to fish in the locality each had selected in turn of

arrival. Some of the fishermen did not conform to

this regulation, those from the Province of Quebec

particularly refusing to recognize Brouague's authority,

often occasioning broils which he was powerless to put

down. , ...
Each year he made a list of the vessels fishing on

the coast, with the name of the captain, the number

of men employed, and the quantity of oil and codfish

secured (see Appendix). Isle au Bois and Blanc Sablon

seem to have teen the favourite fishing places; a

preference which has been displayed from Cartiers

time to the present date.

The methods pursued in the fishery at that time are

not recorded, but Brouague writes to the Council of the

y j-ine saying that some of the captains had protested

a^inst the use of "faax"-that is, "jiggers" They

stated that many more fish were wounded than were

taken that the wounded fish fled away and were

followed by the rest, and that they were of opinion

that if the practice was continued the codfish would

abandon the coast as they had that of Petit Nord,

Newfoundland. A memorandum is made on the

margin of this report to call the attention of the western

)
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towns to the protest Happily their misgivings were

not realized'

Brouague set himself to learn the Eskimo language

from the woman taken captive in Courtemanche's time,

and was afterwards able to converse with them. He
solemnly records some astonishing tales about the

Eskimos, learned from this woman. One tribe, she

said, were mere dwarfs, two or three feet high, but

remarkably fierce and active ; another tribe had white

hair from the time of their birth, while a third bore

a remarkable resemblance to the " Uniped " seen by

the Norsemen, having one leg, one arm, and one eye.

A curious persistence or repetition of a myth.

On several occasions, if not every autumn, Brouague

sent a party of Montaignais Indians, under the command
of some of his French-Canadian trappers, to New-
foundland to spend the winter hunting and trapping,

game being more plentiful on that island than on the

Labrador coast He instructed them to keep a look-

out for the Red Indians of Newfoundland, and to

endeavour to make friends with them. They wintered

at Bell Bay, which appears on the Chaviteau map,
i6g8, and Bellini map, 1741, and is undoubtedly Bonne
Bay. They found that the Beothuks had been there

quite recently, but had left and could not be found

afterwards. The Montaignais said they were quite a
numerous race. There is a tradition that the Mon-
taignais and Beothuks were always good friends, and
that the remnants of the latter unhappy race left

Newfoundland and joined their friends on the Labrador,

a tradition which one would be glad to find true.

In 1729 a Boston vessel was driven by a south-west

* The QIC of jiggers it prohibited on the Canadian Labrador in the
present day.



THE FRENCH ON LABRADOR, 1700-1763 1,1

gale into Isle au Bois, and was promptly confiscated by

the admiral of the port, but afterwards released. A
few days later, four Boston vessels put into the same

port, but left the next morning. These were no doubt

the forerunners of that numerous fleet which in later

years monopolized the fisheries on that coast.

The last report from Brouague which I have been

able to procure was written in 1743 ; but he continued

at his post for at least sixteen years longer, for in 1759

a letter was written by the President of the Navy
Board in Paris to the Governors of Quebec, comment-

ing on the depredations of the Eskimos, and suggesting

that another commandant be appc nted on the coast of

Labrador in place of Brouague, "who was old and

worn out"! Finally, in 1762, the President of the

Navy Board declined to grant to an applicant the con-

cession lately held by the Sieur Brouague, " which goes

to Sieur de Courtemanche, if tht English offer no

objection"

Therefore Brouague's death must have occurred

between 1759 and 1762, possibly before the conquering

English sent to dispossess him of the post which he had

so honourably filled for forty-one years.

The settlement at Bradore must soon have been

abandoned and fallen into ruins, which eighty years

later were mistaken for the remains of the mythical

town of Brest.

1<
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APPENDIX TO CHAPTER IX

VtAll. No. OP SHin. Qtu. Fish. M«N.

1 7JO 10 36,000

lyai >7 40,000

17JJ 38

17J6 »5 37.000

1729 18 33.000 "75
73' 18 34,900 1406

'73» 5
733 5 46,900 "43
735 16 50,600 1465

1736 '5 56,000 1141

1739 '7 48.500 '73
1742 »7 55.700 "3>

1743 14 53.600 1000

The fisheiy was carried on principally at Isle aux

Bois, but also at Bradore, Blanc Sablon, Forteau, and

St. Modeste.

A vessel went into Chateau in 1742, for the seal

fishery, and traded peaceably with the Eskimos, evi-

dently a notable occurrence, showing that the harbour

had not been frequented previously. During this period

the Basques sent three to six vessels annually to Port-

au-Choix on the north-west coast of Newfoundland,

but are not reported on the Labrador coast.



CHAPTER X

THE ESKIMOS

A WITTY writer once described the Eskimos as:

"Singular composite beings,—a link between

savages and seals,—putting the seals' bodies into their

own, and encasing themselves in the skins of the seals,

thus walking to and fro a compound formation. A
transverse section would discover them to be stratified

like a roly-poly pudding—first of all seal, then biped,

seal in the centre with biped, and seal at the bottom.

Yet, singularly enough, these savages are cheerful and

really seem to enjoy life. Though in the coldest and

most comfortless dens of the earth, they are ever on

the grin whatever happens,—they grin when they rub

their noses with snow, when they blow their fingers,

when they lubricate themselves inside and out with the

fat of the seal. ' Truly, then,' as Sterne says, ' Provi-

dence, thou art merciful
! '

"

When one considersthe extraordinary life theEskimos

lead, in regions where no other human beings could

long subsist, much less flourish, it must be conceded

that the writer, quoted above, has stated a natural fact,

and that evolution and environment have produced a

type of human being which has actually some points

of resemblance to the animals upon which it principally

sub.ists. One striking point of resemblance is the

abundant adipose tissue with which beneficent nature

ISS
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has covered both man and animal to enable them to

live in such intense cold ; also the Eskimo, in his

kayak, on the water, is so wonderfully expert, that he,

as well as the seal, may be said to be amphibious.

John Davis, one of the earliest English observers to

write of them, said :
" They are never out of the water,

but live in the nature of fishes."

" Eskimos " is the name bestowed upon the race in

contempt by the Indians, and means in the Algonquin
language, "eaters of raw flesh." It wEs iirst used, in

the form of " Esquimawes," by Hakluyt in his Discourse

of Western Planting, 1 584. They speak of themselves

as " Innuit," that is " men," in distinction to the rest of

the world, whom they call " Kablunaet," meaning " sons

of dogs." The common national appellation, in both

Greenland and Labrador, is " Karalit," the meaning of

which is not clear, but is probably derived from " Kalla,"

the Adam of their traditions.'

The origin and history of the Eskimos is one of the

most interesting ethnographical studies. It is one of

the most widely spread of human families, scattered

bands of them occupying the whole northern part of

America, from Greenland to Behring Straits, a distance

of over five thousand miles. Throughout this enormous
region the same language is spoken, the same customs
prevail, and the same weapons are used. When some
of these families were first encountered by white men,
they had been so long separated from the rest of their

race that all knowledge and remembrance of them had
been lost.

Dr. Kane found one tribe who were greatly surprised

to learn that they were not the sole inhabitants of the

* Another explanation is that it is derived firom Skraeling, the oame
given to them by the Nonemen.
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earth, which, however, in their case, was somewhat

circumscribed.

The Greenlanders had some knowledge of having

come from the far west, where others of their race

lived, but the Labrador branch knew nothing of the

Greenlanders, and it is thought probable that a Aousand
years might have elapsed since any communication had

taken place between the Labrador Eskimos and the

inhabitants of Behring Straits. It is surprising, there-

fore, to find that the language had remained almost

identical with these long-separated tribes. The first

Moravian missionaries, who had learned the language

in Greenland, were able to converse with the Labrador

E.skimos on their first encounter with perfect under-

standing; and Brother Meirtsching, a Moravian Mis-

sionary from the Labrador, who accompanied the

McLure expedition to the Arctic regions north of

Behring Straits, reported that the language, spoken by

the Eskimos there, was identical with that of Labrador.

Quite recently (1901) one of the Moravian Brethren

went from Labrador to Alaska, and was able to con-

verse with the Eskimos there quite freely. Captain

C. F. Hall, who lived familiarly with the Eskimos in

Frobisher's Straits for several years, gives evidence

which somewhat qualifies the above. He says :

—

" The pronunciations of the same words by Eskimos

living a considerable distance apart and having little

intercourse, is so different that they can hardly under-

stand each other on coming together. It was with the

greatest difficulty that the Innuits who came to Field

Bay from the northern shores of Hudson's Straits could

make themselves understood by the Innuits residing

north of them. Sometimes Innuits arrive from North-

umberland Inlet, and it takes a long time for the two
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parties to understand each other. Still more difficult

is it for a Greenlander to be understood by those on

the west side of Davis Strait."

Hall seems to speak of pronunciation rather than any
actual difference of words or construction, which seem to

be the same practically throughout this enormous region.

This indicates that through all these hundreds,

perhaps thousands of years, no development or change
has taken place in their manner of life, and no necessity

has arisen for new v-ords or expressions. It also be-

tokens a remarkable aloofness from other nations, as

any intercourse would certainly have left some trace

upon the language. Brother Miertsching did, however,

discover one tribe of Eskimos in North-West America
whose dialect had been considerably changed by associa-

tion with the neighbouring Indian tribes.

From some similarity of physique it was long sup-

posed that the Eskimos had sprung from the Mongolian
race and had gradually spread from Asia to America.

Crantz, the historian of Greenland, supports this theory,

but later writers have demonstrated that the contrary is

the case, and that the Asiatic Eskimos are, in fact, a
contribution from the New World to the Old, and that

this migration took place in comparatively modern
times. No resemblance can be traced between the

Mongolian and Eskimo languages, but the Eskimo
language has the polysynthetical construction which
characterizes American-Indian languages, and has no
counterpart among the languages of the Old World ex-

cept, in a very moderate degree, the Basque. A recent

visitor to the Basque Provinces remarks that the facial

characteristics of the people are strikingly Mongolian.

Dr. Rink, who is considered the greate.st authority on
the Eskimos, made a very close analytical study of the
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different dialects spoken by them, and deduced from his

studies the theory that they once inhabited a narrower

original home. That they were probably, in some far

off age, an inland people who had followed one of the

great rivers down to the Arctic Ocean, and from thence

spread east and west to the regions in which they were

found at the dawn of modern history.

It is probable that the antecedents of the Eskimo, as

well as of the American tribes, became separated from

the rest of mankind at a very early period of the world's

history, and that environment and evolution have pro-

duced the remarkable characteristics for which they are

noted.

It has been noted that the Eskimo, in physique, in the

shape of his skull and also in his weapons and implements,

bears a striking resemblance to the Cave men. Thiswould

lead one to imagine that the Eskimo is therefore a case

of arrested development, and that they had been left be-

hind in the general development of the human race.

But when the surroundings in which they were forced to

live are considered, it must be concluded that the Eskimos

had ascended as far in the scale of human life as it was

possible for them to reach. Their dress, their food, their

habitations, their weapons, and habits were all the best

possible that could be evolved for their circumstances. In

theirprimitivecondition,asahumanfamily,theyincreased

and flourished ; under civilization with civilised food,

dress, etc., they have become rapidly decadent, and must

soon disappear from those northern confines of the earth

which they have made their own, and where no other

branch of the human family can or will succeed them.

Franz Boas, in his interesting studies of the Eskimos,

calls attention to the curious fact that their name for

" whitemen,"—Kablunaet or Kodlunet, is the same from

i I
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. Greenland to Behring Straits, and so far as history is

able to tell us, the first encounter between Eskimos and

Europeans took place about nine hundred years ago in

Labrador.and the next three hundred years laterin Green-

land. As there had certainly been no communicationwith

the Western Eskimos for hundreds of years, how did the

latter learn the name? A possible explanation is that

the name at first implied all foreigners not Eskimos,

and only lately came to mean wnite men in particular.

Boas believes that the original home of the Eskimo

is the lake region west of Hudson's Bay, for the reason

that the Western Eskimos point eastward as the scene

of the exploits of their traditional heroes, the Labra-

doreans and Greenlanders point westward, and the

Eskimos of the far north point to the south. All

authorities are agreed that the tide of emigration spread

from the western side of Davis Straits to Greenland.

The theory has been advanced that, historically

speaking, the Eskimos inhabit a diminishing area, being

gradually forced to more and more northern regions by

the enmity of the Indian tribes. But no evidence has

been produced to show that they ever occupied any por-

tion of the eastern seaboard of America south of the

Straits of Belle Isle, except that they were in the habit

of making summer excursions to the North of New-

1 ndland. When, however, one considers what enor-

mous distances of place, and consequently of time,

separate Eskimo tribes having precisely similar customs

and language, it is evident that long sons of time were

requisite for them to have developed their well-known

characteristics, and for them to have accommodated

themselves to the Arctic regions which have become

their natural habitat It can therefore be asserted con-

fidently that, during historic times, their range has been

1
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co-extant with that of the seal on which they mainly

subsist, and consequently has never been farther south

than the north shores of the Gulf of St, Lawrence.

The first encounter between Europeans and Eskimos
occrred when the Norsemen visited Labrador and
Newfoundland about the years 1000-1003. There is no

record in the Icelandic sagas of their race being known
prior to that time, and, in fact, all Icelandic historians

state definitelythat no human beingswerefound inGreen-

land when they first went there, although broken oars

and other debris showing men's handiwork were oc-

casionally seen upon the seashore. It was not until the

middle of the fourteenth century that the Eskimos

suddenly made their appearance at the Norse settle-

ments in Greenland, and therefore the accounts of the
" Skraelings," encountered in Vinland as told in the

saga of Eric the Red, were not derived from knowledge

obtained in Greenland,

It has already been related how the attacks of the

"Skraelings" caused the Norsemen to abandon their

project to settle in Vinland, and how they completely

extirpated the Norse settlers in Greenland, so that for

nearly two hundred years Greenland itself was wellnigh

forgotten.

The first knowledge of the Eskimos obtained by
Englishmen was when three savages, " clothed in beastes

skinnes, who eat raw flesh," were presented to King
Henry VII by Se'^astian Cabot.

It is a very curious circumstance that Jacques Cartier

does not mention seeing the Eskimos during the several

voyages which he made along the southern Labrador

coast The Indians whom he describes were undoubtedly

the Montaignais, and one is inclined to decide that there

were no Eskimos on that coast at that time, as he went
u
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on shore in many places, and would certainly have

described them had he encountered them.

Neither are they mentioned in the accounts of the

voyage of Roberval, who next followed Cartier through

the straits, nor in the Routier of Jehan Alphonse. The

Routier Rimi ol]t!Bxa Mallart, 1546-7. says:—

" The people inhabiting Labrador are dressed in furs.

Their houses are in the ground. The land is cold and

covered with ice ; here and there are found pine trees,

but no others. The coast is dangerous by reason of ice

and islands."

A legend on the Mattioli map of 1547, describing the

inhabitants of Baccalaos (Newfoundland), says they ate

raw flesh, which the Beothuks did not do ; further on it

says of the inhabitants of Labrador that they were

idolatrous and warlike, and clothed themselves in skins

as did the inhabitants of Baccalaos. Thus indicating a

hazy notion of the Eskimos, but not specifying that they

occupied the Straits of Belle Isle.

Gomara's history ofthe West Indies, 1551, gives a long

account of the inhabitants of Labrador, which does not

describe the Eskimos in any particular.

The demons which are so quaintly pictured with

wings and long tails on the map of Gastaldi-Ramusio,

and the Island of Demons which is found on so many

maps off the Labrador coast, indicate seme vague

knowledge of the Eskimos. But, except in the sagas,

no description of them can be found until the voyage

of Frobidier in 1576.

According to Geo. Best's Narrative of this voyage,

great friendliness was displayed by the Eskimos when

first encountered. They came aboard the ship, bringing

salmon and other flesh, which they bartered for " bells,
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looking-glasses and other toys." " After great courtesy

and many meetings," the mariners relaxed their vigi-

lance, and live of them going on shore one day were
entrapped, and neither they nor the boat were seen

again. This attack seems to have been entirely un-
provoked ; but we know only one side of the story.

Later on, Frobisher succeeded in decoying one of the

men to his kayak alongside the ship, and seizing

hold of him " pluckt him and his boat into the ship."

This man was taken to England and made much
of; his portrait, painted hy Jan Van Heere, is still

preserved in the public library at Antwerp. On the

next voyage Frobisher captured a man and a woman,
hoping to find out from them what had become of his

lost sailors. The woman had a little infant with her,

which was unfortunately wounded in the arm. The
surgeon of the ship bound it up with some healing salve,

" but she, not acquainted with such kinde of surgerie,

plucked the salves away, and by continued licking with

her own tongue, not much unlike our dogges, healed up
the child's arm."

Preserved among the State Papers at the Record
Office is a long account of the illness and death of the

man and a description of the woman, written in Latin

by Dr. Edward Doddinge. It is an interesting docu-
ment, but lack of space precludes its reproduction.

The man, whose name was " Calighoughe," died of
pulmonary disease, brought on by having two ribs

broken at some previous period which had not reunited.

When called to see him at the last, Doddinge applied

some restorative, which caused him to rouse himself
and to recognize his friends. He uttered a few words
of English that he had been able to learn, " then sang
aloud the same chant with which his companions and

i I i
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countrymen, standing on the sea-shore, had lamented

his own departure. Just as swans, foreseeing all the

good in death, utter a song of joy as they die. Scarcely

had ! left when he passed from life to death with these

words on his lips, ' God be with you
! '

"

Ooddinge was deeply grieved not only by his death,

but by the thought that Her Gracious Majesty, Queen

Elizabeth, who had expressed a great desire to see him,

would be disappointed. The woman was very un-

willingly persuaded to attend his burial, and Doddinge

notes that " she either surpasses all our countrymen in

wisdom and patience, or falls far short even of the

brute creation in feeling, for she displayed absolutely

no emotion at his death and no sorrow for it, making

clear, by this last attitude, what we had long suspected,

that she regarded him with complete contempt, and in

fact had shrunk from his embraces."

John Davis, when he re-discovered Greenland, found

the Eskimos there in great numbers, and by " curtesee
"

endeavoured to allure them. "When they came unto

us, we caused our musicians to play, ourselves dancing

and making many signs of friendship." T.y means of

this gentle and genial behaviour they got on very good

terms. " Many times," he relates, " they waved us on

shore to play at the football, and some of our company

went on shore to play with them, and our men did cast

them down as soon as they came to strike the ball."

He declared them to be " very tractable people, void of

craft or double dealing, and easily to be brought to any

civiltie or good order." But when he encountered them

on the Labrador on his second voyage, they treach-

erously attackc", and killed seme of his crew, " without

having offered parley or speech."

After Davis, the next information obtained of the
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Eskimos is from the early seekers of the North-West
Passage,—Hall, Hudson, Button, Gibbons, Knight, etc.,

who met them in Hudson's Straits or northern Labrador.

They all had the same story to tell : friendliness and
good-humour at first, suddenly changed into treacherous

enmity and fierce attacks, without any apparent cause.

It hardly seems possible that all these voyagers were to

blame in this respect, and we know, on the contrary,

that it was the general policy of all English voyagers
to cultivate friendly relations with the Indian tribes,

even to the extent of taking " musicians, hobby-horses,

and such-like conceits," for their amusement. It must
be concluded, therefore, that the Labrador Eskimos
were a particularly fierce and truculent race. It is f ro-

bable that their desire for and appropriation of the

boats, the wonderful new weapons and implements which
the white people possessed, caused the first breaches of

the peace. In their savage state they were also a most
arrogant race, esteeming themselves the lords of creation

and despising the " Kablunaet" At the end of the

eighteenth century, after they had had considerable in-

tercourse with Europeans, Cartwright relates that this

feeling of superiority still generally prevailed, and it was
to give them a more correct idea of their relative im-

portance that he took a family of them to England
with such sad results, as will be told later.

The Eskimos seem to have been the Ishmaels of

North America,—their hand was against every man,
and every man's hand was against them. Their feuds

with the North American Indians were continual and
bloodthirsty to a terrible degree. I have given reasons

for my belief that the Eskimos did not frequent south-

em Labrador and the Straits of Belle Isle at the

time of the discovery. I am of opinion that they did
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not move soutl. until some time after the coast began

to be frequented by Basque, French, and English fisher-

men, and that it was the desire of obtaining iron tools

ar 1 weapons and other European articles which in-

duced them to do so. This period I place at the end of

the sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries.

It has been already noted that Hakluyt, 1584, was

the first European to make use of the name Eskimo

given by the Indians to the race. Charlevoix says

(History of New France) that the Indian tribes nearest

the Gulf were continually at war with the Eskimos,

and often took them prisoners ; one such event took

place in 1659, when a woman was captured who was

possessed of a devil, but who became quiet and docile

after being sprinkled with holy water.

The French, when they began their settlements

along the coast about 1702, found the Eskimos in

considerable numbers in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,

even as far west as Anticosti. Tradition tells of a

series of battles between the Montagnais, assisted by

the French, and the Eskimos, m which the Eskimos

were continually defeated and driven back to the

Atlantic coast. Pointe des Monts is said to have

been the theatre of one of these fights, and Old Fort

Bridge another. Quite recently evidences of battle

have been found at the latter locality, in the shape

of broken weapons and bullets of antique mould. The

best authenicated tradition is that about the year 1640

the Montaignais, armed by the French, attacked the

Eskimos, who were encamped at Eskimo Island in St

Paul's Bay, and slew about a thousand of them. The

remnant, estimated at two thousand, fled to the east-

ward, but waged incessant warfare with the Indians

and early French settlers on the coast. The last fight
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of imporUnce ta mid to h«ve taken place «t B«ttle

Harbour a few years before the English conquest of

Canada, and a certain spot there in .till pointed out as

the burying-ground of those who fell in the encounter.

The numbers reported to have been slain in these

encounters are no doubt greatly exaggerated, and it

seems improbable that anything in the way of a pitched

battle could have taken place at all, as such a direct

method of warfare was entirely contrary to the practice

of either the Indians or Eskimos.

While such are the traditions of continual batOes,

I have been unable to find authentic support for

them in any accounts of Labrador. Charlevoix tells

of the enmity between the Indian and Eskimo races,

and in a previous chapter, "The French Occupation

of Labrador," mav be found further tales of general

hostilities, but nowhere is there an account of anything

which can be termed a battle.

This racial enmity was not confined to the eastern

seaboard. When Hearn made his famous journey to

the Coppermine River he was accompanied by Indian

guides, who, as they approached the mouth of the river,

were continually on the look-out for Eskimos, and

having unfortunately discovered a small family, attacked

and killed them in a most ferocious manner, m spite of

all Hearn could do to prevent them.

No serious disturbance is known to have taken place

after the arrival of the Moravians on the coast In

1855-60 the Indians suffered terribly from hunger, and

. It hu l«n .uppc^rf th.t B.ttl= H«boMoW"«<JiU nam. from

thii occurence, -atTn rBlity the n.ine • found on mMy map. »»

"B.S?" two hundred ytats be (ore the fW'tt « «'d to h.« taken piKe.

t£ meanbl of the wold is quite clear, Mng the Porlugue« """i fo' «

JSi" Snol On the VieB« map, .534. » Golf du B.tel » m«ked m

the neighbourhood of Plncenlia Bay, Newfoundland.

II
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many parties of them were found and brought by the

Eskimos to the Mission Stations, and there supported

on the best they could supply. On another occa-

sion the Indians v ere able to reciprocate by rescuing

a band of Eskimos who had gone into the interior to

the salmon and trout pools, but being unsuccessful,

were dying of starvation when found by the Indians.

Modern travellers, who have met the Eskimos in

their primitive state, unite in attributing to them the

most amiable and good-natured dispositions. But occa-

sionally tribes have been met with who displayed as

much fierceness and truculency as did those of Labra-

dor in the earlier days. The reason given for the

exceptional character of these tribes was that they had

been subject to continual attacks from the Indians, and

therefore viewed all outsiders with suspicion and hatred.

This excuse can possibly be offered for the Labrador

Eskimos with equal force. The latest traveller to meet

them in their unsophisticated condition is Capt. Roald

Amundsen, during the first famous voyage through the

North-West Passage, just accomplished. He expressed

his firm conviction that the Eskimos, living absolutely

isolated from civilization of any kind, were undoubtedly

the happiest, healthiest, most honourable, and most

contented, and concludes his account of the primitive

Nechili tribe by sincerely wishing that civilization

might never reach them.

Capt. W. Coats, who made many voyages to Hudson's

Bay between the years 1727 and 1751, is a strong

apolot;ist for the Eskimos. He says :

—

" I do assert that these people are not near so savage

as is represented by our earlier voyagers, and that their

confidence is in their innocence, not in numbers . . .

a docile, inoffensive, good-natured, humane people."
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He considered it unpardonable for the Hudson Bay
Company not to have attempted their conversion and

civilization. He said they were bold, hardy, and un-

daunted, living in affluence and plenty, " and would not

change their fat dabbs for all the luxuries of the East

. . . they look on us with more compassion than we do

them ... in these is such a serenity and camposedness

on every occasion (not but they are very fond of iron),

that I have often beheld them with great admira-

tion." The veiled allusion to their thievish habits, in

parenthesis, is very quaint.

It is difficult, therefore, to theorize upon this matter,

and it seems safer to conclude that their conduct de-

pended largely upon the treatment they received.

One thing only seems certain, that up to the time

of the English occupation, the Eskimos were the terror

of the Straits of Belle Isle and southern Labrador, and

largely interfered with the prosecution of the fishery on

that coast The story of their civilization and con-

version to Christianity will be told later.

No trustworthy evidence is obtainable as to the

number of Eskimos in Labrador when it was taken

possession of by the English. The Moravian Mission-

aries estimated their numbers at 3000 when they began

their work in 1763. Lieut. Curtis, who visited the

Moravian settlements in 1773, says he had been at

some pains to obtain information on the point His

estimate was as follows :

—

From Straits of Belle Isle going north,

the first tribe was known as that of

Ogbuctoke 270 persoi.s

The Nonyoki 100 „

„ Keewedloke .... 360 „

„ Nepavktoot . . . 70 „

.'1

J



H

170 LABRADOR

The Cannuklookthuock . 345 persons

„ Chuckbuck 140 „

„ Chuckbelwut 40 ..

;, Noolaktucktoke 30 „

„ Nuckvak .... 60 „

From NuckbaV north into Ungava Baj aio „

1635

No doubt the estimate of the Moravian Brethren is

more likely to be correct

i

h



CHAPTER XI

THE ENGLISH OCCUPATION

A FTER the taking of Qui ' ic and conquest of

XI. Canada, Labrador naturally fell into the hands

of the English. At that time, it is said the Eskimos

so infested the Straits of Belle Isle that it was not

safe for a fishing vessel to go there alone. An organized

band of Eskimos came each summer from the north,

ostensibly for the purpose of trading, but they generally

contrived to obtain very much more of the coveted

European goods by stratagem and force than they did

by fair means. Their plan was to creep along the coast

endeavouring to find some unsuspecting fishermen, and

at night or in foggy weather to make a sudden descent

upon them, uttering the most frightful yells, in the hope

that the fishermen would abandon their property and

flee. Such was the terror in which they were held that

this often had the desired effect. If, however, the

Europeans stood firm, the Eskimos at once came for-

ward in the most friendly way and began a barter trade

;

but if the fishermen relaxed their vigilance for a moment

they were attacked and murdered in the most barbarous

fashion.

One of the earliest acts of Sir Hugh Palliser after

the transfer of Labrador to Newfoundland was to issue

the following " Order for Establishing Communication

with the Eskimo Savages " :—

ll

• I

.'I
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Orderfor Establishing Communication and Trade with the

Esquimaux Savages on the Coast of Labrador, 1 765.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH PALLISER, ETC.

Whereas many and gieat advantages would arise to His

Majesty by establishing a friendly intercourse with the Indians

on the Coast of Labrador, and as all attempts hitherfu made

for that purpose have proved ineffectual, especially with the

Esquimaux in the Northern Ports without the Straite of Belle

Isle, owing in a great measure to the imprudent, treacherous

or cruel conduct of some people who have resorted to that

Coast, by plundering and killing several of them, from which

they have entertained an opinion of our dispositions and

intentions being the same towards them as theirs is towards

us, that is to circumvent and kill them. And whereas such

wicked practices are most contrary to His Majesty's senti-

ments of humanity, to his endeavours to induce them to trade

with his subjects in conformity to these His Majesty's senti-

ments and Commands. I hereby strictly forbid such wicked

practices for the future and declare that all such as are found

offending herein shall be punished with the utmost severity of

the law.

And Whereas I am endeavouring to establish a friendly

communication between His Majesty's subjects and the said

natives on the Coast of Labrador, and to remove these pre-

judices that have hitherto proved obstacles to it. I have

invited Interpreters and Missionaries to go amongst them to

instruct them in the principles of religion, to improve their

minds, and remove their prejudices against us. I hereby

strictly enjoin and require all His Majesty's subjects who

meet with any of the said Indians to treat them in a mosi

civil and friendly manner and in all their dealings with them

not to take any effects from them without satisfying them for

the same, not to impose on their ignorance or necessities,

not to foment or encourage quarrels, discnrd or animosities

amongst them.
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And above all things not to supply them with strong liquor,

which at present the Northern Esquimaux have an avernon

to, but by all fair, just and gentle means, to encourage and

invite them to come with their commodities to trade with

His Majesty's subjects and to be particular kind to such of

them as may produce copy of this which is to serve as a

certificate of His Majesty having taken them under his pro-

tection. And that I have in His Majesty's name assured

them that they may safely trade with all his subjects without

danger of being hurt or illtreated. And I hereby require and

direct all His kiajesty's subjects to pay the strictest regard

thereto, at the same time recommending it to both parties to

act with the utma«> caution for their own security, till by

frequent communiciiuun perfect confidence may be established

between them.

Given under my hand, 8th April, 1765,

Hugh Falliser.

By CommftQd of His Excellency,

John Horsnaill.

Sir Hugh went to Chateau Bay himself in his ship,

the Guernsey, in order to open the friendly relations

with the natives, which he advocated. As an example

of " the state of nerves " which the Eskimos had con-

trived to produce in all who visited Labrador at that

time, witness the following anecdote. It is related by

Sir Joseph Banks, the great traveller and naturalist,

in the manuscript journal of his visit to Newfoundland

and I^brador in 1766, which has never yet been pub-

lished. It is an amusing commentary on Sir Hugh's

proclamation published above :

—

"In August, 1765, as Commodore Falliser in the

Guernsey, a 50-gun ship, lay in this harbour (Chateau)

expecting the Indians, one dark night in a thick fog.

I'

!,
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the ship's company were alanned by a noise they had

never heard before Everyone awalce conjectured what

it could possibly be. It came nearer and nearer, grew

louder and louder ; the First Lieutenant was called op.

He was the only man in the ship who had ever seen an

Eskimo. Immediately hr heard the noise he declared

he remembered it well. It was the war-whoop of the

Eskimo, who were certainly coming in their canoes to

board the ship and cut all their throats. The com-

modore was acquainted; up he bundled upon deck,

ordered the ship to be cleared for action, all hands to

the great guns, arms in the tops, everything in as good

order as if a French man-of-war of equal force was

within half a mile bearing down upon them. The

Ifiger, which lay at some distance from them, was

hailed, and told the Indians were coming,—when the

enemy appeared in the shape of a flock of Whobbies

or Loons, (a species of goose), swimming and flying

about the harbour, which from the darkness of the

night they had not before seen. All hands were then

sent down to sleep again, and no more thought of the

Indians till the Niger'i people came on board next day,

who will probably never forget that their companions

cleared ship and turned up all hands to a flock of

'Whobbies.'"

Falliser succeeded nevertheless in getting upon very

friendly terms with four or five hundred Eskimos, and

in his Regulatunu for tk* Labrador Fishery, issued on

August asth, 1765, he gives particular directions for the

conduct of the fishermen towards them. The FisUng

Admirals were enjoined "to prevent anything being

done to break the peace I have made with the Carolit

or Eskimo savages on the 21st inst,who have promised

to live in friendship with us by night and by day so



Rtfroiiuctd hy kindftrmiuitn of th€ Lords CcniiiiUtioHtrs ,'/ the Admlially

ADMIRAL SIR HUGH PALLl^RR

*M-,





THE ENGLISH OCCUPATION i;5

long as we forebare to do them any hann." The

privilege of trafficking with the savages, in carefully

prescribed manner, was one of the perquisites of the

Fishing Admirals. But his endeavours were at once

frustrated by the barbarous actions of the crews of

some Ntw England vessels, of whom he complains in

the following letter to Sir Francis Bernard, the Governor

of Boston :

—

"St. John's,

"August 1st, 1766.

" Sir,
" The great trouble and difficulty I met with in

keeping good order amongst the fishers in a port of

this Government, occasioned chiefly by a number of

disorderly people from your Province, will, I hope,

excuse me g'ving you the trouble to beg you will

pe'iiit the enclosed advertisements to be put up in the

towns under vour Government, where the vessels

employed in tht hole fishery mostly belong, which I

apprehend will greatly facilitate my proceedings in the

execution of the King's orders for the benefit of His

Majesty's subjects carrying on the fisheries within this

Government. Tbo last year while a tribe of four or

five hundred Eikimo savages were with me at Pitts

Harbour, and by means of interpreters I made a peace

with them, and sent them away extremely well satisfied

and without the least offensive thing happening to

them, I am well informed some New England vessels,

contrary to the orders, went to the northward, robbed,

plundered, and murdered some of their old men and

women and children who they left at home, so that I

expect some mischief will happen this year, revenge

being their principle.

" Hugh Pallisbr."
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This, by the way, is the earliest record of the New

England vessels frequenting the coast in any numbers.

In a letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty in 1766,

Palliser complains that the small sloops which he had

under his command were not fit for the work which

they had to do, and which he thus describes

:

"To keep the French within the limits prescribed by

treaties, and thereby prevent their rivalling us in our valu-

able fish trade. To prevent this country becoming a mart

for all kinds of clandestine trade between the French and

our own colonies. To enforce the fishing laws and

preserve peace and some degree of order amongst the

fisheries, especially amongst the mixed multitudes now

resorting to the new northern banks about the Straits

of Belle Isle, composed of about 5000 of the very

scum of the most disorderly people from the different

colonies, disturbing each other, and conspiring to ruin

and exclude all British adventurers from that new and

valuable fishery. The whole number of men and ships

employed in these parts this year amounts to about

3500 vessels and 15000 men employed on board of

them, which adds to the confusion, and this upon a

coast inhabited by the most savage people in the

world—the Eskimo.
" All these circumstances have required the whole

number of King's ships on the station and my utmost

endeavours to preserve peace and prevent bloodshed,

and to prevent the greatest mischief."

This is a very confused letter, and it seems impossible

that there could have been anything like that number

of fishermen frequenting the Labrador coast at that

period.

It was with the greatest difficulty that Palliser could
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to oln^ • .'" V"" °' *""'"«» "-ey continuedto offend, even to the extent of ttying to bribe the

i-alli^r herefore posted up notices at Croque in .76ssayng that any F„„,h ,„,,,, ,^^,^^
" >765.

poaching would be confiscated.
^

In the eyes of Sir Hugh Palliser. the sole value ofNewfoundland and Labrador was that they should tekept as a nursery for the British Navy. Granting that
«..s was the end chiefly to be desired, his reguUt onswere admirable. On April .3th. .766, he addressed ?hefollowing letter to the Admiralty, giving his views in

Proposals for Encouraging the Fisheries on the Coast ofiMbradore, andfor Improving that at Newfoundland/
The following Proposals are founded on a Knowledge of TheVaJuable Fishenes, That may be carried on upon the Coas. ofLabr«iore; and suggested, by taking a View i^and reflectingupon a compared State of our', and ,he French FisherS in'Newfoundland, and The great Disproportion of the Advantageansmg therefron, to each Nation respectively ; Also on a Co^elusion that Fisheries (Abstracted from Pecuniary Advant^„)^e of the utmost Importance to all MaritimeNations r^rimore particularly to this, They being the greatest and moirtcertam Nurseries for Seamen : Vet observing, That by Ne^

lects. Abuses, and the want of proper Relations T^e

Thestfm^',l'r
"'"'"'^'^ '^^^^ frfhrSaCofThe State may be lost

; As is verified by the present StateandManagement of our Newfoundland Fishery, which instead ofbeing a Nursery for. is the true Cause of the oflen eicperienc^

AddUi^lMSS., 33,030, f. 220-MS (Brit. Mus.)
;
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Scarcity of Seamen, for Manning our Fleeti on ludden
|
and

Dangeroui Occaiions ; and i» an Effectual Bar to all such

Increase of Seamen a» is provided for by the Laws of This and

all Nations, relating to Fisheriea.

My Poor and Humble Opinion here offer-d for EstaMishmg

a New British Fishery and towards rumering the most

important Advantages ofan Old One, is most Humbly submitted

to Consideration.

I. First, as to The New One.

If Regulations are made for the Cotut of Ubradort, calcu-

lated to encourage Adventurers, from His Majesty's Dominions

in Europe, It will, in a short Time, provs a great Source of

Wealth and Naval Strength to This Kingdom ;
But, in Order

To secure These AdvanUges to the State, The Regulations,

That may be made, should, in my Humble Opinion above all

Things, „ . ,

First, Provide against The Existence of any Pretensions what-

ever toproperly, or Exclusive Right or Fossessions.or Monolohes,

on that Coast! which should be declared Publiclt, and Free to

all the King's Subjects, with all proper Preferences and Advan-

tages to Those from His Majesty's Dominions in Europe.

And next. In Order To put a Stop to The Homd Massacres,

and Many Other Mischiefs committed on the poor Natives of

that Country by \umbers of Lawless People from all Parts,

resorting Thither; No Residents whatever, (as yet) should be

permitted, during The Winter, and The Absence of Tht Kings

Ships; except what may be parHcularly mentioned m tht Regu-

lations, Till a farther Knowledge can be obtained concerning

the Nature of the Country, The Indian Inhabitants, &c., &c.

;

in Order to make such farther Regulations, as may hereafter be

judged best for The Benefit of The Fisheries, and The Trade

of His Majesty's Subjects.

That To encourage Adventurers To begin The Fishery m a

proper way, a Bounty be Immediately offer's to British Ships

resorting Thither, directly from His Majestfs Dominions in

Europe]properly Equiptfor both Tht Whale and Cod Fishery;

C^'
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SiKi a BouHly to dfftnd on Ik. Nnmbtr pfMen atfuaify noingMlfrom, and rrlurning iinelly lo His Majniy, Dominions in
Europe, wtlh a Proportion 0/ New Men, (viz.) £ver>- fifthMan lo be a Nov or Green Man, (Thai is lo | say) Not a
Snman, or hating ever ieen at Sea before, with such other
Restnctions, and Conditions, as may Effectually guard against
Abuses, and fully answer The Main Objects of bringing Home
and Increasing Seamen.

If Part of This Bounty was paid, on The Ship's Sailing,/«/
gmngproper Securityforperforming T/ie ConJilions prescribed
for the Voyage, as is The Practice in France, It would send
out great Numbers of New Adventurers and Industrious
Fishermen, Independent of Rich Merchants; and This will
prevent The Fishery being a Monopoly to a Few.
Such a Bounty would produce to the Nation, all the Advan-

tages proposed, by That now given to The Greenland Ships,
but m a far greater Degree, both as to The Number of The Men
to be employ'd. and thereby secured in constant Readiness forUu • :e of The State, as by The great Profits That will arise
from the Labour of such Increased Number of Men ; For the
Bounty now paid, on an Average of The Three last Years to The
Greenland Ships, is not less than ^a6,ooo p' An., for not
more than i8oo Men, employ'd

| Therein; which amounts to
I4li. 8s. od. p' Man. If a Bounty is given, as before
proposed, at £-i a Head, which, I think, would be proper To
begin with; when It amounts to That Sum, It will r-ovide
8666 Men ii; Constant Readiness for Manning our Fleets,
besides a Yearly Increase of 1,733 such Men.
Whatever Bounty is at first given to This Fishery, in a few

Years, may be lessen'd, after It is once set a Foot ; and That
The Block-Houses, hereafter proposed, are finisKd upon That
Coast.

It must be observed, That the two Principal Branches of
this Fishery, are for males and Cod, The others for Sea/s and
Salmon; Also the Indian Truck are very Inconsiderable Objects
compared with the two first; Therefore The Regulations with

'\

I
I

I

I

I

I
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Respect to Them should consider them only as Articles to be

teslmied as Re7vards to the most Adventurous and Industrious

in the other two. This seems proper for raising a Useful Spmt

of Emulation, and is what I studied to do by My Regulations

for That Coast, the last year, by granting certain Prmledges

respecting those Articles to |
the V, i" and 3!' arriving Ships m

each fort from Europe; For It must also be observed. That

the Ports that admit ofproper Situations for Sealing, or Ktvers

for Salmon, or Places resorted to by Indians, are butfew.

As a farther Encouragement, and Security, to Bntish

Adventurers upon That Coast as well during the Fishmg

Season, as for such Winters Crews, as by the Regulations to

be made. They may be permitted to leave, I would propose

;

That the Coast be divided into Three Districts, viz. The

North The South, and The West, Each containing about 100

Leagues of Sea Coast; That a King's Ship be stationed on

Each, durinir the Fishing Season, as well for Protection of The

Fishery, as for regulating Disputes and Disorders amongst the

Fishers That at some of the Principal Ports, in each District,

be erected a Strong Block-House, for the Security of such

Winters Crews, and of the Boats, &-C, left on the Coast ly the

Fishers such Block-Houses to be in such Situations, as may

be found best for These Purposes. This will also be Estab-

lishing the Possessory Right to the whole Country.

The Block-Houses here proposed are of a New Construction,

far stronger than any other hitherto used ;
affording double the

Defence and Conveniencies of any other hitherto constructed

of the same Dimensions, yet not more Expensive.

Besides, the Bounty above proposed, for settmg on Foot the

New Whale and Cod Fishery on the Labradore Coast, If a

Bounty was to be given for afejv Years only to all Ships bring-

ing Home not less than 21 Men, directly from the Fislienes of

Newfoundland, at the Rate of30 shillings a Head, That being

the present Price of a Man's Passage Home, It would prove

a great Encouragement to the Trade, greatly contribute to

restore the Ships Fishery there, prevent our men running to
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America, lessen the Number of Residents in Newfoundland,

draw from thence many thousands of Men who remain there

only for Want of the Means of returning ; And this, tr-^:; ;.!

with what may be expected from The Labradore Fisl r\ w ili

soon provide such a Number of Men always at Hand n 1'his

Country for Manning our Fleets, as would be in <.'fff.c' a

Register'd Marine Guard for
|
Security of the Nation :.ga'*.?f

all sudden Dangers, without distressing other Branches of

Trade, and prove a Real Nursery for Seamen.

Scheme for Executing what is here proposed—For Estab-

lishing the Block-Houses.

The Commanders of the King's Ships on that Coast to be

directed, this Year to look out for and make Report of Places

within their Districts fit for such Posts ; Each of the Stationed

Ships, the next Year, to carry out all Materials, That can't be

had There, with proper Workmen for Erecting one of These

Block-Houses in Their Respective Districts, and this Method to

be Observed Yearly, till as many are Erected, as may be

thought necessary.

I have visited and examined York or Chateaux Bay, with

all its contained Harbours ; And as This will always be the

principal Port on that Coast, IfI am empowered, I will under-

take myself to see One of these Useful Block-Houses finished at

that Place this Year ; This will be an Immedtate Encourage-

ment to The Adventurers, and Establish the Possessory Ri^ht

to the Country at a Place in the Center of the whole Coast,

I would propose to leave in these Block-Houses^ eithtr a Sea

Officer with a Party of Seamen^ or a Marine Officer with the

like Number of Afarines, belonging to the Stationed Ship, (or a

Detachment from the Garrison at St. John's) such Officers and

Men to be relieved Every Year.

6 or 7 Men in each or at the Most lo Men, Officer included,

fully sufficient. The Officer during this Temporary Residence

vested with the Power of a Justice of Peace.

Such Part of These Block-Houses, as are to be of Wood,

may either be framed and prepared here, carried out, and

r

I
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Immediately set up there, or a proper Number of Workmen

may be sent out in Each Frigate, and Build them with the

Timber there, carrying such other Materials as may be wanted

;

Either of these ways I apprehend the Expence will not be

great, may be exactly Estimated, and the Precise Time of their

Execution ascertained.

If They are to be wholly of Stone, The Expence, I appre-

hend, will be considerable; Besides the Uncertainty of meet-

ing proper Stone there. But This may be better Judged of

hereafter, I would therefore recommend that One Block-

House on the aforementioned Plan, this Year, be first erected

of Wood, at York Bay, in case of a Disappointment of

Stone.

Annex'd is a Sketch of the Block-Houses here proposed

with the Engineers Estimates.

It will greatly facilitate the Establishment of the Fisheries,

and procure a safe and Peaceable Access for His Majesty's

Subjects to the Coast of Labradore, If the Brethren of The

Unitas Fratrum are encouraged to settle amongst the Indians,

as Missionaries, (which they are very Solicitous to do) I would

therefore propose to grant them any Priviledges, That may not

'

be inconsistent with the Prosperity, and Freedom of the

Fisheries ; and to give them one of the afore-vicntiontd Block-

Houses to themselves to live in, at any Place they might pitch

upon.

The French now give a great Bounty to Their Newfound-

land Fishery ; Their particular Regulations I have not been

able to get : But the Object thereof is, To secure the Return

of Their Men to France, with a certain Yearly Increase of

such Men; From the best Account I have been able to get.

The Bounty which their Merchants actually received, the last

year, amounted to between 3 and 4 Pounds p' man upon

13,362 Men, which they had employ'd the last Year.

Now, If the Court of France finds Her Account in Paying

40 or 50 Thousand Pounds p" An. for the Return of 13,362

Men from Her Fisheries, |
with a Yearly Increase of One in
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Every Five on that Number, It becomes a Matter of Considera-

tion, Whether an Equal Sum would not be well laid out by

Britain, for proviilmg Double that Number, To give us the

Superiority over France in that Important Article of Men,

fit for, and always ready to man our Fleet, which we are now

absolutely robb'd of by the present Method of the Fisheries

being carried on. The men remaining There ; Therefore never

to be had for that Service ; Nor have we such Yearly Increase

as France has ; But on the Contrary, a Loss of great Numbers

That yearly run to America.
HUOH Palliser.

April 11. 1766.

[Endorsed:] Proposals for Encouraging

The Fisheries on the Coast

of Labrador,and for Improv-

ing That at Newfoundland.

R. from Comm" Palliser on

his Attendance at the Adm"
Board, The 14 April 1766.

Sir Hugh energetically endeavoured to carry out these

propositions, and was particularly harsh in his treatment

of would-be settlers.

In his evidence before a Committee of the House of

Commons in 1794, he boasted there were three thousand

men less in the colony of Newfoundland at the end of

his term of office than there were at the beginning.

Thus carrying out in full Lord North's elegant dictum

"that whatever the would-be colonists wished raw

was to be given to them roasted, and whatever they

wished roasted was to be given to them raw." But in

spite of all hindrances the settlement of the country

continued.

While discouraging any permanent settlement in the

I-
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colonies, Palliser was full of consideration for the

fishermen, especially for those employed in that branch

of the fishery carried on by vessels sailing every year

from Great Britain known as the "Ship Fishery." When

he returned to England he became a member of the

House of Commons, and introduced and pushed through

the House a Bill known commonly as Palliser's Act

(15 George III), for the encouiagement of the Ship

Fishery by bounties, and the betterment of the fisher-

men. This Act was very unpopular with the merchants

interested in the fisher/, and is said nearly to have

ruined the industry it was intended to encourage. One

Af its clauses enacted that advances made by the

merchants to the fishermen were only good to the

extent of one-half of the men's wages. The position

of the unfortun?»te servants had up to that time been

pitiable. They were kept almost in a state of slavery,

poorly paid, badly treated, and encouraged to spend

their hardly earned wages in drink and unnecessaries.

In the same House of Commons Report which is quoted

above, one witness states that " rum is a material neces-

sary of life in Newfoundland." The duty was three-

pence per gallon only, so that it could be freely indulged

in, with what results may be easily imagined. The

following is a characteristic servant's account which

was submitted at this enquiry :—

THOS. LEAMAN, Debtor lo WILLIAM COLLINS.

1787.

15th Oct.

17th „

To I quart of rum

„ 10 lbs. tobacco .

„ 2 cotton shirts

£ s. d.

• « 3100
18

30th „

lath Nov.

„ I quart rum .

„ I „ brandy

„ I „ rum .

• 1 3

• I 3
• I 3
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1 2th Nov.
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To

20th „
2Sth „
29th „
2nd Dec.

7* „
8th „
9th „
17th „

1 8th „

2ISt „
24th „

26th „

1788.

4th Jan.

7th „

8th May
loth „
nth „
i8th „
24th „
and June

loth „
i6th „

30'h .1

lb. soap

I pair shoes

^ gallon rum
I quart rum

I lb. tea .

1 quart rum

2 quarts „
I lb. sugar

I quart rum

I lb. pepper

I yard half ribbon

I quart molasses

I „ brandy
I „ molasses

I „ brandy

^ gallon gin

1 quart molasses

2 quarts brandy

I quart „

I quart molasses

I » II

your washing .

your doctoring

your hospital ....
neglect of duty and upholding

and encouraging of two men
who ran away in my debt

85

1 3
2 6

1 o
2 6

I 3
I 3
I 3
o o

8 o

20 8

£'1 o 3

!

'

1

\ !

r 1^
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CONTRA, Cr.

By his summer's wages

Balance due William Collins

/; 5. d.

<6 o
I 3

£21

Account as settled by Judgement of the Court.

Wages agreed for £,if>

By the 14 Sec. 31st Cap. 15, George III, No em-
ployer is to advance to his servant in money
liquor or goods more than half the amount
of bis wages 13

Due Thomas Leaman . . ^^13

which Wil'iam Collins is to pay immediately or

he will be prosecuted for it, and for the penalty

of the Act, in the Court of Session.

The'" can v, no doubt that Palliser did much to

mitigate the hard lot of the fishermen, however harsh

he may have been to the settlers.'

It will be seen later that the endeavours of Falliser

and his successors to carry out on the Labrador the

Fishery regulations of Newfoundland occasioned such

opposition from certain grantees of fishing posts on

the coast, that the whole Labrador was transferred to

the jurisdiction of Quebec.

Governor Carleton of Quebec addressed two letters

to him in 1766 and 1767, requesting that certain

Canadians be permitted to retain fishing posts occu-

pied by them.

' Palliser's Act did not carry out in full the intentions expressed in his

" Memorandum." No bounty was ofiered for codfish caught on the

Labrador coast. To I)e entitled to the ijounty it was provided that

codfish must be caught on the banks and cured on the Newfoundland

coast. But by another clause bounties were offered to the first five ships

arriving from the whale fishery, with at least one whale, taken in tlie

Gulf of St. Lawrence or on the coasts of Labrador and Newfoundland.

1
*
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Sir Hugh replied refusing this request, and saying that

it was the intention of the King to reserve the Labrador

fishery for the adventurers from Great Britain.

He, however, naturally received the hearty support

of the Ship Fishers from England, who in 1767

addressed the following memorial to him ;

—

Memorial from the Merchants Adventurers in

Labrador, 77^7

TO HIS EXCELLEN'CY HUGH PALLISER, ETC., Etc

We the undersigned being Adventurers in the Fishery from

Britain to the Coast of I.abrador, beg leave to represent to

Your Excellency that We and a great many others are deter-

mined to pursue the Ship Fishery with spirit to this Coast,

since by your measures it is made manifest that we may

depend on being supported therein under the Rules and

Regulations prescribed by the Statute of the loth and nth

of William III and that the Government will provide a

sufficient security for the Persons, Ships, Effects and Shipping

Works of the Adventurers, as well from the several nations

of Savages of the country, as from the depredations, outrages

and encroachments which we have been exposed to, from the

many lawless crews resorting hither from the different planta-

tions and elsewhere.

And as We are satisfied your measures are proper for pre-

serving good order and for the public benefit, without giving

undue preference to Individuals, We beg leave to offer to

your consideration our Opinion that it will be a great en-

couragement to the Ship Fishery, if such fishing ships as

may first make a new place and fishing conveniences thereon

can be only allowed to enjoy the same to their own use and

benefit, so long as they continue to occupy and use the same

with British fishing ships yearly, but no longer ; a Declaration

of your sentiments upon this head, and that you think such

a custom will be con'ormable to the intention of the said

'I

I
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Statute for extending and improving the fishery, will, we know,

determine great numbers immediately to become ship adven-

turers to this Coast from Britain.

On this occasion We also beg leave to return our thanks

for the advantages We have already experienced from the

pains the King's Officers upon this Coast under Your

Excellency's directions, have taken for putting a stop to the

great disorders that have of late years been committed on

this Coast by lawless crews from the Colonies, by which

great advantages to the nation have been lost, the Coast

kept in a state of War, and the utmost confusion reigned

amongst the many different people from the different Colonies,

all disputing, contending and obstructing each other, and ye

whole conspiring to exclude and ruin Adventurers from Britain.

We beg the continuance of your measures for supporting

us in our rights and privileges as Ship Fishers from Britain,

arriving yearly Equipped and Manned as the aforementioned

Statute directs, against all obstructions and interlopers, and

particularly that care may be taken for preserving the woods

for the uses of the Fishery, which is already very scarce,

many tracts of many leagues each having been already fired

and destroyed by the aforementioned disorderly crews, and

above all, We hope that you will not allow of any Patents

or Grants from the Governors of any of the Plantations, for

any persons whatever to hold exclusively any particular

districts or Harbours on this Coast, or any branches of the

Fishery thereon, such as we have been informed the Governor

of Quebec has made, since such a practice would prove not

only the immediate ruin of us, but of ye whole Fishery in

general.

Signed bv all the Adventurers Ship Masters

AND Agents upon the Coast this year.

From a marked similarity in portions of the language

of the memorial to the letter written by Sir Hugh to

the Admiralty previously quoted, the suspicion naturally
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arises that the memorial was, in part at least, inspired.

Sir Hugh replied to th 's memorial as follows :—

Extract from Gmemoi's Reply to Merchants' Memorial,

1767.

All inhabitants, settlements and possessions upon this Coast

of Labrador between the limits of the Government of Quebec

and the limits of the Hudson Bay Companies Cha.ler are

forbid by His Majesty's Proclamation of the 7th Ocijber,

1763 and all persons who had then made any settlements

here under pretended grants from any of the Governors of the

Colonies, or any other pretence are by the said Proclamation

warned to withdraw and quit the same, therefore ;
and for

better securing the Ship Fishers' Works from being destroyed

in their absence, no person can be permitted to stay on this

Coast in the winter till His Majesty's farther pleasure shall be

known, except ye masters of three of the first arriving fishing

ships at or within the limits of each principal Harbour here-

after named, may choose to leave each a crew of twelve men

(who agree to stay) and no more for the winter sealing voyage,

etc., the foreman or shippers of such privileged crews to be

proven trusty men, and to be furnished with a certificate from

the Master of the fishing ship to which they belong, who is to

be answerable for the conduct of his crew so left, arid to make

good any damages they may commit to the fishing works.

The Masters of the three first arriving ships who intend to use

this privilege must in future declare it in writing to the li.hing

Admiral at each principal port on or before the first day of

August each year ; this is allowing full as many crews as there

are Posts within the limits of each Port fit for the Seal Fishery,

and this reference thereof given to the first arrivers is intended

as a reasonable and useful reward and encouragement to the

most adventurous and industrious Ship Fishers, besides this

limitation of the number of winterers, is absolutely necessary

for preventing constant quarrels about these sealing Posts, and

li
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likewise many other quanels, outrages, disorders and even

frequent shocking murthers, that yearly happen amongst

numbers of such people staying in this desert country, like-

wise to prevent quarrels, murthers and acts of violence against

ye natives of ye country by which they will be provoked to be
always our enemies and to obstruct ye fishery.

And as a further encouragement to ye ship adventurers on
this Coast, a strong blockhouse is erected in Pitt's Harbour,

with an officer and a guard established there under ye pro-

tection of which they may leave any number of boats, craft,

and fishing utensils in perfect security during ye winter ; and
it is intended to erect others such for ye same purpose at

other convenient places along ye Coast. On this footing ye

fisheries on this Coast must remain, till ye King may please

to order it otherwise-

Given under my hand in Pitt's Harbour, Labrador, loth

August, 1767.

Hugh Pallisek.
By Ordei of His Excellency,

John Hoksnaill.

I /- i

The fort here alluded to was known as York Fort,

and was planned by Capt. Dobbieg and Lieut. Bossett,

Engineers at St. John's. Sir Hugh sent Lieut. Eeardsley

in the Wells cutter to report on the requirements for

building the fort, and as the season was then too far

advanced for it to be undertaken, he was directed to

build a "defencible house." Sir Thos. Adams, in

H.M.S. Niger, was directed to assist him. Sir Joseph
Bank's journal contains the following entry :

—

"September 7th. At last York Fort was finished,

which everybody agrees was a very surprising piece of

work to have finished in the time it was almost entirely

by the ship's company. Lieut. Waters has taken up
his residence there, and I have spared him the only
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thermometer I have left. He promises to give me an

account of the weather next year."

It does not seem possible that the elaborate fort

originally planned could have been built in such a short

time, and I therefore conclude York Fort was only

a " defencible house."

Each successive officer commanding York Fort was

instructed to protect the fishermen, to apprehend and to

bring to trial any irregular crews from the colonies

whose misdeeds had been such a continual source of

trouble, to cultivate friendly relations with the Eskimos,

but to take every precaution against being surprised by

those treacherous savages, and to prevent the French

from encroaching on the Labrador fishing grounds.

Tl _ garrison were strictly forbidden to interest them-

selves in the fishery or any commercial enterprise.

York Fort, however, did not prove to be of much
benefit or protection. Admiral Duff wrote in 1775 to

Governor Carleton, of Quebec, that he had procured the

sentiments and opinion of the merchants and traders

there on the matter, and they had stated that the gar-

rison at York Fort was of no material benefit to the

winter residents, and he had consequently given orders

for it to be withdrawn.

The ordinance and stores were taken to St. John's

and given in charge of the ordinance storekeeper, Mr.

Edward White, who rendered an account of them to

Governor Montague.

Hatton and Harvey in their history of Newfoundland

say that York Fort was captured by an American

Privateer in 1786 (see 1778), and again by the French

under Admiral Richery, in 1796.

On the latter occasion the English are said to have

made a gallant defence and then to have retired after

n
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having destroyed their stores. This account has been
repeated by Packard and other recent writers about
Labrador.

There seems to be no foundation for either story in

fact. To begin with, York Fort was not garrisoned in

1778, and we can be sure if it had been would have
been carefully avoided by that " lying rascal Grimes," as

George Cartwright calls him, in the American Privateer,

Minerva. Attacking forts was not his line of business.

Cartwright gives a full account of his doings on the

coast, and says that Grimes went into Temple Bay and
took three vessels from Noble and Pinson, but does not
mention the taking of York Fort.

In 1780 guns and ammunition were sent from St.

John's for the defence of Spear Harbour, Labrador.

Admiral Richery's descent upon the coast in 1796 was
not a much greater feat of arms than that of Grimes.

He took and destroyed the little fishing village of Bay
Bulls, hovered off St. John's for a few days, but think-

ing discretion the better part of valour sailed to the

Straits of Belle Isle, where he wrought considerable

havoc among the fishing fleet.

The Colonial Records for 1796 do not contain any
account of Admiral Richery's attack on the Labrador
fishing establishments, but in the following year Captain

Ambrose Crofton, in H.M.S. Pluto, was sent to report

upon the state of the fishery on the Labrador, the

Magdalene Islands, and the more remote parts of

Newfoundland,

In a letter dated H.M.S. Pluto, Miquelon Island,

September 17th, 1797, he reported to the Governor
of Newfoundland as follows :

—

" From Croque Harbour I proceeded to Temple Bay,

Labrador, and having been informed that the French
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[meaning Admiral Richeiys squadron], continued at
Temple Bay two days after it was abandoned by the
inhabitants, I thought it proper to have the British
Colours hoisted in form, and gave the Merchants Agent
a written document similar to the enclosed :—

"Whereas three ships of war belonging to the
French Republic supposed to be part of a squadron
under the Orders of Admiral Richery—did in the month
of September last. Attack, Land and Destroy by Fire
and otherwise the British settlement in the Harbour of
Temple Bay, on the Coast of Labrador—also the two
Forts on Temple Point which were erected by the
Merchants for the defence of said Harbour,
"Therefore to prevent the French Republic having any

claim to the settlement in Temple Bay or to any other
part of the Coast of Labrador,

Know all men by these presents that I, Ambrose
Crofton, Esq., Commander of His Majesty's Ship Pluto,
do publicly take possession of the said settlement
and Harbour of Temple Bay—likewise the Coast of
Labrador, in such manner to all intents and purposes
as the said Coast of Labrador was considered to belong
to the Crown of Great Britain previous to the arrival of
the French ships of war here last September.
And I further Certify that I have done this in pursu-

ance of Orders from the Hon'ble William Waldegrave,
Governor of the Island of Newfoundland and its De-
pendencies, Vice Admiral of the Blue, Commander-in-
Chief of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels employed
and to be employed at and about the Island of New
foundland, the Islands Magdalines and Anticosti, j.\,c

upon the Coast of Labrador, from the River St. John's
to the entrance of Hudson's Streights.

o

\ I
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" In Witness, whereof I have this day hoisted the

Union Flag of England on a Flag Staff erected in the

centre of the Upper Fort on Temple Point in the

presence of the Officers and Ship's Company of His

Majesty's Ship Pluto, and principal inhabitants.

"Given under my Hand and Seal on board His

Majesty's Ship Pluto in Temple Bay the 2ist day of

August, 1797. "(Signed) Ambe. Crofton."

Lieutenant Cheppelle, who was stationed on the coast

a few years later, tells that at Lanse-a-Loop Admiral

Richery met with some resistance from Messrs. Noble,

Pinson and Sons who carried on the fishery there, and

who patriotically destroyed all their stores rather than

that they should fall into the hands of the French.

They put in a claim for £20fXX> to the British Govern-

ment for the value of these stores, but did not succeed

in getting it recognized.

Messrs. Noble, Pinson and Sons had been fully cogni-

zant of the danger they were in, for in 1794 they

petitioned Sir Richard Wallace, the Governor of New-

foundland and Admiral in Command of the Fleet, to

allow the sloop of war Bonetta, Captain Wemyss, to

remain on the coast until October. They said that

there were nineteen vessels on the coast to be loaded

with fish, oif, and salmon, ten of which belonged to

them, and that they had been left in an entirely de-

fenceless condition. It is therefore evident that there

could not have been any garrison at York Fort or Temple

Bay. But at the same date (September, 1794) Captain

Wemyss reported to Sir John Wallace as follows :—

" At Temple Bay there are four forts.

"
I. Fort Carlton on the top of the hill where the
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Colours are shown on a ship approaching the harbour,
where are mounted three 4-lb. carriage guns.

"2. Fort Wallace at the entrance of Temple Bay,
where there are mounted six 4-lb. and three 6-lb.

carriage guns.

"3. Fort Sheffield, a store 106 ft. long, fronting
Temple Bay, whereon are mounted eight 9-lb. and five

4-lb. carriage guns.
" 4. Fort Charlotte, a small store near the N.E. fishing

stage, whereon are mounted two 6-lb. carriage guns.
" There are no fortifications on the coast of Labrador

but at Temple Bay."

It does not seem possible that either of these small
batteries could have been York Fort, which had been
on a much more pretentious scale, nor does it appear
that they were regularly garrisoned.

The whale fishery in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and
in the Straits of Belle Isle seems to have been carried
on at this period principally by vessels from the New
England colonics, and was the object of much concern
to Sir Hugh Palliser. He issued proclamations in 1765
and in 1766 for the conduct of this fishery, and laid

manj. injunctions upon the crew for their proper be-
haviour. An abundance of whales was said to be on
the coast in April, May, and June. From the very
earliest days of the discovery of the new lands a
whale fishery has been carried on in these waters,
with short periods of intermission. The present
whaling station at Cape Charles has a long line of
predecessors. Sir Hugh's proclamations on the whale
fishery were again supplemented by Governor Byron
in 1768.

Sir Joseph Banks tells the following interesting
story, which bears witness to the successful whale
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fishery of a by-gone age, probably of the "right

whale " :

—

" Just opposite to Henley Island and very near it is a

small flat island called Eskimo Island, when last year

in digging, an extraordinary discovery was made of an

enormous quantity of whalebone carefully and regularly

buried upon tiles, and so large that I have been told

by those who saw it that at one time as much was dug

up as, had it been sound, would have been worth

;£20,000. It is by age to. illy decayed, so that it is

scarcely distinguishable from birch bark, which mdeed

it has much more the appearance of than whalebone,

dividing itself easily into limine as thin almost as you

can split with the edge of a knife. The outside parts

are exactly the colour o' '^irch bark. It is supposed

to have been left here b" Danes, who in their return

from Greenland south aL-.-iut touched upon this coast

and left several whaling crews, tempted, no doubt, by

the large quantity of whales which pass every year

through the Straits of Belle Isle into the Gulf of

St Lawrence. Here we are to suppose that the fortu-

nate crew who had taken this immense quantity of

bone fixed their habitation upon this island till the

ships should return as usual. Being attacked by the

inland Indians, they buried their bone for the greater

security, and most probably were cut off to a man, so

that their treasures remained untouched till chance

directed us to them in their present decayed state."

At this period whalebone was worth about £4$° per

ton, so that the quantity found was about forty-five tons,

and would be worth to-day nearly ;CiOO,ooo.

Another of Palliser's "Orders" was against the finng

of woods. Dire pains and penalties were promised to
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all who should infringe this most important regulation.

Would that there had always been a Falliser on the

coast to enforce this order I Where wood takes so long

to grow and is of such very great importance for com-
fort, nay, for life itself in such a cold climate, every

possible precaution should be taken against fires. Yet
Labrador has suffered on many occasions from the

most disastrous fires, and recent explorers report that

vast tracts of the inland have been swept by fire—trees,

shrubs, and mosses all being consumed, and nothing but

the bare rocks left.

The so-called " dark days " which were experienced

in Canada in 1785, and again in 1814, and which were

at the time thought to have been occasioned by the

eruption of a volcano on the Labrador peninsula, have

since been attributed, no doubt correctly, to these

enormous conflagrations, the effects of which are still

noticeable. The Moravian Missionaries also report

extraordinary dark days in July, 1821.

Two other most important works received Palliser's

hearty support—the survey of the coast by Capt
James Cook and the establishing of the Moravian

Missionaries on the Labrador. He has been wrongly

credited with having inaugurated both of these bene-

ficial 'nterprises. Capt. Cook's services for the work
were secured by Palliser's predecessor. Sir Thomas
Graves, and the design of the Moravian Missionaries

to convert the Eskimos originated in their own pious

minds.

Cook had served as master's mate in the Eagle, of

which Palliser was captain, in 1755, and for his ex-

cellent services was recommended by Palliser for

promotion to the rank of master. In this capacity he

served on the Pembroke at the taking of Quebec, and

',
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by his indefatigable labours made himself thoroughly

acquainted with the pilotage of the St. Lawrence.

He was then appointed to the Norlkumberland, com-

manded by Lord Colville, at which time he made a

survey of Halifax Harbour. In 1762 he was present

at the retaking of St. John's by Colonel Amherst and

Lord Colville from the French under De Tiemey.

During the same summer he made a careful survey of

the harbour of Carbonear and of Harbour Grace, and

reported that ships of any size might lie there in safety.

Sir Thos. Graves, who was then Governor of New-

foundland, would thus have become acquainted with

Cook and seen the excellence of his work. Lord

Colville also wrote to the Admiralty in praise of Cook's

survey work. In the following year, 1763, Graves wrote

to the Board of Trade pointing out the great necessity

for accurate charts of Newfoundland and Labrador,

and asking that a special surveyor be appointed for

that purpose. A few days later he wrote again, stating

that Cook was willing to undertake the work, and on

this recommendation Cook was immediately appointed.

On May 2nd, 1764, the Secretary of the Navy Board

wrote as follows to Commodore Palliser :

—

" Mr. Jas. Cook, who had been employed last yere

surveying the Islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon and

part of the Coasts and Harbours of the Island of

Newfoundland, being appointed by the Navy Board

Master of H.M. Schr. GrenvilU at Newfoundland, and

directed to follow your orders: I am commanded by

my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint

you therewith and to signify their direction to you, to

employ the said Mr. Cook in surveying such Harbours

and parts of the Coast, and in making fair and correct

Charts and Draughts of the same as you shall judge
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moat necessary during the ensueing season, and as

soon as the season for surveying be over, you are to

direct him to repair with the Schr. to Portsmouth and

to transmit the Charts and Draughts to their Lord-

ships."

During the summers 1763-7 inclusive, Coolc was

engaged surveying and charting the coasts of New-

foundland and Labrador. For nearly a century his

charts were in use, and it is said that his work was so

accurately done that little alteration has been made in

them since.

His observation of the transit of Venus, April 30th,

1767, was made on a small island near Burgeo on the

south coast of Newfoundland. This island is still called

"Eclipse" Island, and the cairn of stones erected there

by Cook still remains. The res; i of his observations

were communicated to the Royal Society, and first

brought him into the notice of that body. The acquaint-

ance formed between Cook and Banks while at Chateau

in 1766, no doubt occasioned that eminent naturalist to

accompany Cook on his famous voyage around the

world, for the purpose of "culling simples," as Dr.

Johnson expressed it. Captain George Cartwright also

formed part of the ship's company of the Guernsey

during the summer of 1766.

In 1767 Mr. Michael Lane, schoolmaster of the

Guernsey, was appointed assistant surveyor to Cook,

and succeeded him as master of the GrenvilU in 1768.

Lane continued the work of surveying the coasts of

Newfoundland and Labrador until 1776. The sailing

directions which Cook and Lane gavo in the first

edition of their North American Pilot, are still repeated

on the latest charts issued by the British Admiralty.

One of the most interesting characters among the
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early traders to Labrador was Capt. Nicholas Darby,

the father of the famous beauty " Perdita," Mrs. Robin-

son. In her Memoirt, " Perdita " says her father was

born in America and was a man of strong mind, high

spirit, and of great personal intrepidity. There is a

strong presumption that he was a native of Newfound-

land. The Colonial Records for 1763 contain an entry

stating that Nicholas Darby and others were summoned
before the Court at St John's for dispossessing one Walsh
of his fishing rooms at Zelott, and were fined £10. A
few days afterwards he obtained judgments against his

dealers for debts owed him, so that he had evidently been

conducting a business in Newfoundland for some time.

About the same date, one Thomas Darby is mentioned

as being agent in Harbour Grace, of Elson and Co.'

In 1765 Nicholas Darby is again before the Court over

a disputed title to a fishing post. " Perdita " says she

was born in Bristol in 1758, her parents having been

married in 1749. They lived there in considerable

prosperity and comfort until 1767, when a scheme was

suggested to her father of establishing a whale fishery

on the coast of Labrador, and of civilizing the Eskimos

in order to employ them in the undertaking. He went

to London and laid his plans before Lord Hillsborough,

Sir Hugh Falliser, and other distinguished personages.

Receiving great encours^ement and promises of assist-

ance from them, he immediately proceeded to carry out

his scheme. He designed to place his children at school

and take his wife with him, but she greatly dreaded the

voyage and could not be prevailed upon to accompany

him. This caused an estrangement to take place

' The descendants of Thomas Darby are still living in N foundland,

Imt I have been unable to assertain whether he bore any ri. onship to

Nicholas.

[T
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between them, which finally resulted in a complete
separation.

He established himself at Cape Charles at the

entrance of the Straits of Belle Isle, and endeavoured
to utilize the services of the Eskimos as he had
intended. His good intentions were, however, brought
to nought by the inhumanity of somr New England
whalers towards the Eskimos, who, not being able to

distinguish between different parties of white men, in

revenge treacherously atta-ked Darby's establishment,

slew three of his men, an-l made off with his boats.

The Eskimos were then attacked by the English and a
regular battle ensued, in which some twenty or more
Eskimos were slain, and four women, two boys, and
three girls taken prisoners. One of the women, named
Mikak, and one of the boys, named Karpik, were taken
to England by Lieut. Lucas, (Lieut. Lucas, a petty

officer of H.M.S. Guernsey, who had been appointed
second in command at York Fort in 1767. He after-

wards went into partnership with Darby, and on his

failure joined George Cartwright). Mikak was possessed

of considerable intelligence, and received a great deal of

attention from prominent people in England. Lucas
learned the language from her, and was commissioned
to carry her back to the Labrador, where she and her

husband Tugluvina played a very important part in the

early relations between the Moravians and Eskimos.
The boy Karpik was placed under the care of Jens

Haven, the devoted Moravian missionary who had
already made a voyage to Labrado/, the chosen scene

of his life labours. He endeavoured by the greatest

patience and kindness to win the boy's love and convert

him to Christianity, hoping that he might become in

the future a means of communication with the rest of

!<
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his race. But very shortly the unhappy lad was seized

with smalt-pox a"d died.

Darby lost nearly all his fortune in this enterprise,

but nevertheless continued to visit Labrador, fishing

and trading, for several years after. Owing to her

father's loss of fortune, "Perdita" a few years later

decided to go on the stage, for which she was trained

by no less a person than David Garrick. There she

was so unfortunate as to attract the notice of the Prince

of Wales, and to fall a victim to that graceless libertine.

Her genius and her engaging manners had brought her

the friendship of many of the most celebrated me" »'

the day, and her beauty was many times portrayed by

Reynolds, Romney, Cosway, Lawrence, and other cele-

brated painters. At the age of twenty-four she was

seized with rheumatic fever, which left her a helpless

cripple. She supported herself during the remaining

years of her life by her writings, consisting chiefly of

poems and tales. Such was the unhappy life of this

granddaughter of Newfoundland, whose misfortunes

were primarily caused by the failure of a whaling

enterprise on the Labrador.

Nicholas Darby's later history is quite interesting.

He was given the command of a small vessel m the

Royal Navy, and at the relief of the siege of Gibraltar

ini78i, fought most gallantly and was the first to reach

the Rock. He was received and embraced by General

Elliot, Commander of the Fortress, and praised most

highly for his brave conduct. In some accounts of the

siege he is spoken of as Admiral Darby, but this seems

to have been an error. Not meeting with the reward

from the Admiralty to which he thought he was

entitled, he left the English service and went to Russia,

where he was favourably received and soon obtained
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the command of a 74-g"n 'hip. He died in 1785, and

was mourned by " Peidita " in appropriate verse.

Another prominent man among the early Labrador

traders was Jeremiah Coughlan, whose head-quarters

were at Fogo. Writing to Governor Montague in 1777,

he says that he was the first English subject to establish

a sealing post on the Labrador, which he did in 1765 at

Chateau, being encouraged thereto by his " good friend

Commodore Palliser." Later, he entered into partner-

ship with Captain George Cartwright and Lieutenant

Lucas, but on the death of the latter the partnership

was dissolved. Coughlan had two ships annually from

England and employed 140 men. In his letter he

complains that one of his servants, named Peyton,

whom he had sent to a station sixty miles north of

the Mealy Mountains, had tried to usurp his rights to

the post, and prays for redress. The Governor replied

that his jurisdiction over the coast had ceased when it

was transferred to Quebec, but he nevertheless would

send a naval officer to inquire into the matter. This

officer reported in Coughlan's favour, and the offending

Peyton was ordered to relinquish the disputed post

Sir Hugh Palliser introduced on the Labrador the

same judicial processes which were in force in New-

foundland. The captain of each vessel first arriving in

a port became the Admiral of that port, and was

invested with magisterial powers. The justice dis-

pensed by these fishing admirals is the subject of many

amusing stories in Newfoundland annals.

Being the servants of the merchants in the trade, it

can be easily seen that when disputes arose between

fisherman and merchant justice was not likely to be

evenly dispensed.

In addition to the fishing admirals, the commanders

i !
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of H.M. ships on the station were also given judicial

power. At first this power seems to have been intended

by way of appeal, but gradually it became the custom

to hear cases originally as well, especially as by the

ignorance and inactivity of the fishing admirals their

brand of justice fell into contempt and neglect. Chief

Justice Reeves says :

—

" Very soon the captains of the ships took cognizance

of contracts, and held courts in which they enquired

into, heard, and determined all possible causes of com-

plaints ; and with no other lights than those furnished

by the statute of William, the instructions of the

Governor, and the suggestions of their own good sense.

. . The Governor conferred on them the title of

Surrogates, an idea taken from the Admiralty law. . . .

The time of Surrogating was looked forward to as a

season when all wrongs were to be rediessed against all

oppressors ; and this naval judicature was flown to by

the poor inhabitants and planters as the only refuge

they had from the west country merchants, who were

always their creditors and were generally regarded as

their oppressors."

The first "Surrogates" for the Labrador, appointed

by Sir Hugh in 1765 were :—

Capt. Hamilton, of H.M. sXoop Zephyr, from St. John's

river to Cape Charles ; and

Sir Thos. i^dams, Bart., of H.M.S. Niger, from Davis

Straits to York Hr.

Thus was justice dispensed and order kept from 1763

to 1774.

The Board of Trade papers at this date contain many

references to the new fishery on the Labrador. In 1771,

Nicholas Darby presented a petition to the Beard stating
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how great his expenses and sufferings had been in

prosecuting a fishery on the Labrador, and prayed for

relief. Which was not granted. The next year he

appeared with another petition again for relief, this time

because he had been dispossessed of a fishing post by

one Samuel Davis, and having obtained a judgment for

;£650 in the Court of the King's Bench, had been unable

to collect the same. But he had no better success than

with his first petition. In 1771 John Noble, of Bristol,

and Andrew Pinson, of Dartmouth, asked for an ex-

clusive grant of Temple Bay and Whale Island. His

Majesty's Commissioners were unable to come to any

decision on the matter, owing to the claims of Canadian

subjects.

In 1773, the Canadian grantees of Sealing Posts

presented a little bill for loss sustained by the n'^w rules

and regulations which were framed for the Wi x\e and

Cod Fisheries.

In January ofthe same year appeared Geo. Cartwright,

Esq., with a memorial describing the state of the fisheries

and commerce on the Labrador, and complaining of

being disturbed in his possession of a fishing post by

Noble, and Pinson, and praying that he may be con-

firmed in its possession. Commodore Shuldham, Sir

Hugh Palliser, and Mr. Andrew Pinson were requested

to appear before the Board to be examined on the above

petition.

In February their Lordships were of opinion :

—

" That actual residence and continued possession were

essentially necessary to the carrying on of the Seal and

Salmon Fisheries on the Coast of Labrador. That such

of His Majesty's subjects of Great Britain and Ireland,

who have taken or shall hereafter take such actual

possession in any of the rivers and bays of the Coast of

r I
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Labrador to the north of the Straits of Belle Isle, and

who have erected or shall hereafter erect houses and

warehouses and have made or shall make other estab-

lishments necessary to the carrying on of the Seal and

Salmon Fisheries, ought to be protected in such pos-

session, provided such persons do for the future annually

fit out from Great Britain one or more ships to be

employed in the Cod Fishery on the said Coast of

Labrador, and provided also that the greatest care be

taken, that the Proprietor or Proprietors of such fishing

posts do not claim or occupy a greater extent of the

coast within the said bays or rivers than shall be abso-

lutely necessary in proportion to the number of men

employed at the said posts."

This recommendation was adopted, and Governor

Shuldham issued a proclamation putting it into effect as

soon as he arrived in Newfoundland.

At each meeting of the Board, at this time, there was

some discussion on the proposal to transfer the Labrador

to the Government of Quebec, which was finally accom-

plished by Act 14 Geo. Ill, Cap. 83, in 1774-

The Colonial Records, 1 774, contain tio copy of a letter

from Noble and Pinson to Governor Shuldham, ex-

pressing great regret at the unexpected alteration in the

Government of Labrador. They flatter themselves that

the interests of the adventurers from Great Britam will

not be overlooked, and believe that had the fisheries re-

mained under the late regulations, there would have been

a great increase of ships and men from Great Britain.

When the country was transferred to the Province of

Quebec disorder again began to reign. The Acts of

Parliament constituting the fishing admirals magistrates,

and appointing the naval Surrogates only applied to

the colony of Newfoundland and its dependencies.
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and no regulations were passed in Quebec to provide

for the government of the coast The Governors of

Newfoundland, who were always the admirals in com-

mand of the North American squadron, still continued

to supervise the Labrador. Governor Shuldham, in an

order to the officer commanding York Fort, says, after

stating that his authority as Governor had ceased :—

"But it is Hif Majesty's Pleasure that I do, as Com-

modore of the Ships employed for the Protection of the

Fisheries, superintend those on the Labrador Coast as

well as those of Newfoundland. And that I do in a

particular manner give all possible encouragement and

protection, as well to the Seal and Sea Cow Fisheries as

to the Cod Fisheries carried on by the King's subjects

from Great Britain on such parts of the Coast as are not

claimed as private property under regular Canadian

titles; and that I do also countenance and protect as

much as in me lies, the Establishments formed under the

King's authority by the Society of the Unitas Fratrum

to the Northward of the Straits of Belle Isle. You are

hereby requited and directed to Uke particular care Aat

His Majesty's pleasure in regard to the several particu

lars aforementioned be strictly complied with so far as

is dependent on you as Commander of York Fort."

But, as we have read, the garrison was withdrawn the

very next year.

Anspach, in his HUtory of Newfoundland, is authority

for the statement that after 1774, a superintendent of

trade, appointed by the Commander-in-Chief of the

Four British Provinces, resided on the Labrador. It

has not been possible, however, to obtain any further

testimony about this official.

In the House of Commons report, 1793, already

I
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referred to several times, Chief Justice Reeves spoke as

follows :

—

"Another point to which I beg leave to draw the

attention of the Committee, is the present state of those

who carry on the Fishery on the Coast of Labrador.

Although this is not within the concession of the

Governor of Newfoundland, yet it so happens that he

is the only person who is in the way of knowing any-

thing about it. The ship which is sent round the

French limits never fails of looking in on some part of

the Labrador Coast ; and it appears from the repre-

sentations of the Captains who command these ships

that there is great need of some authority to interpose,

and see justice done between master and servant, at

least as much need as there was in Newfoundland.

The employments and relations of persons are the

same; the abuses and grievances are the »ame;

amongst these is the old one of keeping servants on the

coast from year to year ; all which is more uniform and

insu mountable, in proportion as the merchants are few,

and can therefore combine to keep all their people in a

more absolute state of dependence.

"The coast of Labrador is under the Government of

Canada ; but the influence it feels from a centre so far

removed is very small ; in truth there is no government

whatsoever on the Coast of Labrador, as I am informed

by those who have been there. It is very much to be

wished that some plan be devised for affording to

that deserted coast something like the effect of civil

government"

This state of anarchy continued until 1809, when the

Labrador was again attached to the Government of

Newfoundland.
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The officer in command of H.M. sloop Otter, stationed

on the Labrador coast in 1772-3, was Lieutenant Roger

Curtis, who afterwards saw considerable service and rose

to the rank of Admiral.

He took great interest in his command, and made

two lengthy reports upon the country, its inhabitants,

fisheries, and prospects.

Like the Norsemen, he was first struck by the enor-

mous qiantity of stones, " many of them of prodigious

size," which were scattered everywhere over the country.

He said that there was no part of the British Dominion

so little known as Labrador, "where avarice has but

little to feed upon," and gave a most depressing account

of the country, frequently using such terms as " frightful

mountains," "unfruitful valleys," "blighted shrubs,"

"stunted trees," "wretched inhabitants," and "miserable

habitations."

He drew a chart of the coast as far north as 59" :o",

and greatly prided himself upon its correctness, which

he said far exceeded any previous production. As a

matter of fact it is very crude and incorrect

He thought it not surprising that such a barren

country was so sparsely inhabited, and was much struck

by the irony of the fact that the comparatively very few

tribes that lived there should be so set upon extermina-

ting each other.

He gave a full account of the Eskimos and their

habits, and pleaded earnestly for a more enlightened

and humane treatment of them. His strictures upon

the conduct of the crews of the New England vessels

frequenting the coast are very severe, and will be dealt

with more fully later on in this volume.

He formed a very high opinion of the value of the fish-

eries, which were certain to become of great importance,

p
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"the Newfoundland waters being rapidly depleted of

fish"! He was at great pains to contradict the

general opinion of that time, that codfish could not

be properly cured on the Labrador coast arid in-

stanced, that a merchant at Temple Bay had that

year, 1772, made 5000 quintals of codfish in no way

inferior to the best manufactured in Newfoundland

He did not anticipate, however, that the fisheries would

ever be pursued north of 54"- The station at Temple

Bay was the only one where codfish war dried for mar-

ket but considerable numbers of vessels and boats

came from Newfoundland and returned there with their

'^''•The whale fishery, he reported, was prosecuted mainly

by New Englanders, who "swarmed on the coasts like

locusts," but for several years past had been very

unsuccessful. . u
He strongly recommended that the seal fishery should

be more largely followed up, because, oil was rapidly

advancing in price, owt«g io the increased use of lamps,

and he felt sure no one who had been used to this luxury

would ever abandon it owing to the increase in price ot

oil. His description of the manner of setting the seal nets

is very complete. j „,j
He strongly supported Palliser's regulations, and urged

the enforcement on the coast of the rules for the gover-

nance of the fishery in Newfoundland. His views upon

the debated transfer of Labrador to Quebec were very

pronounced, he being strongly of opinion that it should

remain attached to Newfoundland.

In spite of the lack of attention given by the Province

of Quebec to this portion of its government, a very

great improvement took place in the condition of the

Eskimos. The fair and enlightened treatment accorded
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to them by Cartwright, the history of which will be told

in a later chapter, doubtless had a beneficial effect all

along the coast. The Eskimo trade was ^n important

consideration, and as they were more or less a nomadic

people, they traded where they received the best treat-

ment Cartwright's boast that he was the chief agent

in their amelioration had a great deal of truth in it.

That is, as regards those Eskimos who frequented

southern Labrador : farther north their improved con-

dition was owing to the devoted labours of the

Moravian Missionaries.

An interesting description of the southern Eskimo is

given by Captain A. Croflon in 1798. He says :

—

" Durin; my continuance in Temple Bay, a large

shallop arrived from the northward, with and belonging

to a tribe of Eskimeaux Indians, consisting of six men,

five women, and seven children ; they were on their

passage to the harbour of Bradore, where it was their

intention to remain the winter with the English fisher-

men, and to be employed in the seal fishery. They had

been so provident as to bring with them some oil and

whalebone to barter for English provisions and

necessaries, which they are now very partial to, prefer-

ring European clothing to the seal skin dresses they

formerly appeared in ; and are now so much civilized

as to abhor raw meat, and always dress their victuals in

a very decent manner, having several cooking utensils

with them. They have likewise laid aside the bow and

arrow for musquets, and are excellent marksmen.
" The devastation committed by the French ships in

this place 1 suppose has discouraged the original

proprietors, Pynsant and Noble, from carrying on trade

with any great spirit, having only one shallop fishing

here this summer, which has discouraged the Indian

I
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trade, as those people now require ''°*'"B-j'''™!^;

Dowder and shot, and from their present deportment it

inmost probable, that in future they will become a venr

great acquisition to our commerce. I am sorry to

rbserve.lhat want of knowledge of their l«ng"»»=' »»<>

their short stay, prevented my obt»mmgJ^' *» '"•

formation respecting them
*»'J.*"''«f;^* \"

four
fident that they are numerous, being •><"'"» *''"/°y'

thousand along the coast to the
«"J*7"?

"^ *^
Moravians or Unitas Fratrum settlement, of whom Aey

seem not to have any knowledge. M/- NoW"^f»
says they are stricUy honest and wel behaved wh.chl

had an opportunity of observing havmg the *hole tr.be

to visit me twice on board the Pluto, and sent them on

shore much pleased with their reception. A merchant

from Quebec, who has a small settlement seventy

te^es north of Temple Bay. has hitherto been the

principal supplyer. but from the great flto^t'""! b^»^«

observed in the Eskimeaux Indians since I met them

twenty years ago. it is probable that m a short time

they will navigate the coast in vessels of their own con-

struction, as I discovered in their shallop carpenter and

shipwright tools of all descriptions."

Captain Crofton made inquiries at Chateau abou* the

Moravians.but could get no information concemmg them,

thus indicating what little communication there was at

that time between Northern and Southern Labrador

His optimistic prognostication about the Eskimos,

alas! was never realized. The southern tribes soon

became extinct Intercourse with the white race proved

their ruin. The European clothes and European fo«).

which Captain Crofton complacendy noted had teen

adopted by them, no doubt were the prn-'pal agents

in their destruction. To which must be added also the
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adoption of European vices and the introduction of

European diseases.

Captain Crofton's estimate of the number of Eskimos

on the southern coast was no doubt much too large.

These southern Eskimos had not the benefit of the

teaching of the Moravian Missionaries as had their

northern brethren. No effort was made to compensate

them for the loss of their pristine virtues or to help

them to withstand the white man's contaminating in-

fluence. They remained sunken in heathendom to the

last Chappell ( Voyage of Rosamund, 1818), tells of

a tribe of about fifty persons that visited Pinson's

establishment near Lanse-a-loup. While there a woman

died, and her female infant was immediately stoned to

death and buried with her.

APPENDICES

Regulations for ye Fishery on the Coast of Labradore,

Anticosti, Madelaines and Whale Fishery,

April 8th, tyds-

BY HIS EXCELLENCY, HUGH PALLISER.

Rules, Orders and Regulations observed on the Coast of

Labradore, and on the Islands of Anticosti and the Made-

laines.

Whereas the property of all the land on the said Coast

of Labradore and the Islands of Anticosti and the Madelaines

is in the Crown, and since the conquest thereof no part of it

has been lawfully given or granted away and no power being

vested in me to give or grant auy exclusive possessions or

privileges to any person whatever, and Whereas it has ever

been the policy of the nation to give to His Majesty's sub-

jects from Britain in preference to all others to carry on the

fisheries.

In order to invite Adventurers into that extensive Field

11
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fof Fishing and Tnde, I hereby order and direct that jre

whole »haU be publick and ftee to aU the King's British

subjects in preference to all others till His Majesty's further

pleasure shall be known, under the following Regulations

subject to such alterations and additions as may hereafter

be found necessary for extending and improving that valuable

branch of Trade:

I. All the Rules and Regulations ordained by that excel-

lent Act of the loth and nth of William III, intitled An

Act for the Encouragement of the Trade and Fisheries to

Newfoundland shall be strictly observed on ye Coasts and

Islands above mentioned, except that Proviso in the said

Acl which says (provided always that all such persons as

since the 15th day of March t765 have built etc.), is not to

be in force on the Coasts and Islands above mentioned.

a. All British Whale Fishen are to choose places on the

shore for landing to cut up their Whales and other Oil fish

and to make their Oil as they respectively arrive with Fish

to land, observing that they are never to occupy or use any

place that ever has or hereafter may be used by any British

Cod fisher. Whale Fishers from the plantations may fish

within the Gulph of St. Lawrence for Whale only, but not

for cod or any other fish, and they may land on the said

Coast and Islands within the Gulph and nowhere else, to

cut up their Whales and to make their oil, and for that

purpose may use any place that they find unoccupied and

that never have been used by any British Fishing ships

for either Whale, Cod or Seals, tjdng especial care that

they do nothing to annoy or hinder any British Fishers what-

ever.

3. Whereas complaint has been made to me that the

Whale Fishers from the plantations have a practice of turning

adrift ye useless part of the carcasses of Whales to the annoy-

ance and damage of neighboring fishers for Cod and Seal,

or else leave them on ye shore which is a great nuisance.

I hereby order and direct that all Whale fishers shall convey
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the cmrcuies of the wh»lei to at leut three leagues from

the ihore. ^ . ... v
4. No Tciiel shall be considered as a Bntwh fishing ship

nor be entitled to the privileges thereof, or of being Admirals

of harbors on the coast and islands above mentioned, except

such as clear out from Britain the same season and carry out

men to be actually employed in ye fishery and to return to

Britain when the fishing seaion is over.

5. If any person commits murther, whether of any of His

Majesty's Christian or Indian subjects on the Coasts or

Islands above mentioned, or any other criminal crime, all

His Majesty's subjects are hereby required and authonted

to apprehend such offenders and carry them before the

Commanders of any of His Majesty's Ships, or before the

Admiral of any Harbor, and Oath being made before them

of the fact, the Captain of any of His Majesty's ships are

hereby ordered and directed to secure them, and when they

join me to bring such offenders with them in order to the

being tried at the general Assizes.

Given under my hand, 8th April, 176s-

Hugh Pallisek.

Br commsild of Hil Escellency,

John Hoksnaill.

Regulation for Labrador Fishery, 1765.

Regulations for carrying on a Fishery and Trade on the Coast of

Labrador distributed throughout this Government

BY HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH PALLISER, ETC.

Whkrias a most valuable Fishery and Trade may be

carried on upon the Coast of Labrador for establishing of

which on the best footing for the benefit of the nation some

Rules Orders and Regulations are immediately necessary,

and above aU things first to banish all disorderly people who

can't be depended upon for preserving good order and peace

f
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with the nvagn (upon which the niccen of Hit Majeitf|i

intentions for opening thii extenuve field of commerce to hii

Bibjectj whoUy depend*). I therefore hereby order uid direct

that the following Rules, Oiden »nd Regulations shall be

stricUy observed on all the Coast of Labrador within my

Government, subject to such alterations u may hereafter be

found necessary for the aforementioned purposes.

I. That no inhabitant of NewfoundUuid no By Boalkeeper

nor any person from any of the colonies shaU on any pretence

whatever go to the Coast of Ubradot (except Whale fishers

within the Gulph of St. Lawrence from the Colonies as

aUowed by my order of 8th April last) and if any such are

found there, they shaU be corpoiaUy punished for the first

offence and the second time their boats shall be seised for the

public use of British ship fishers upon that coast.

1. That no person whatever shall resort to Labradore to

fish or trade but ship fishers annually arriving from His

Majesty's Dominions ta Europe Uwfully cleared out as Ship

fishers, carrying at least ai men all engaged to return after

the season is over to the King's Dominions in Europe.

3. That all Rules, Orders and Regulations (respecting

British Ship Fishers) ordained by that excellent Act of loth

and nth of William III entitled an Act for the encourage-

ment of the Trade and Fisheries of Newfoundland shall be

strictly observed on the Coast of Labrador.

4. And as a further encouragement to British Ship Fishers

the first arriving Ship in any Harbour on that Coast (besides

being Admiral of that Harbour) shaU have the privilege of

leaving in that Harbour one small vessel not exceeding eighty

tons with a gang of ten men and no more for the next winter

seal and whale fishery and no other people whatever shall

stay the winter in that Harbour on pain of corporal punish-

ment such vessel to be properly armed for defence, and the

Master to be a prudent, discreet person, to prevent anything

being done to break the Peace which I made with the Carolit

or Esquimaux Savages on the aist instant, who have promised

1/ •;
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to live in (tiend»hip with ua by night ind bjr d»y, to long M
ire forbe« to do them «ny hiim Ihe Maitei of the and

arriving Britiah Fiahing Ship in »njr Harbour ai above men-

tioned ahaU (beaidea being Vice-Admiral of the Harbour)

have the excluaive right to all the Salmon fiahery in that

Harbour during that aeaaon. The Maaier of the 3rd arriving

Britiah Fiahing Ship aa aforementioned (beaidea being Rear-

Admiral of the Harbour) ahall enjoy in common with the lat

and and ahipa the excluaive privilege of trafficking with the

aavagea, under the Regulationa preacribed in the following

article.

5. The Maater of the lat, and and jtd arriving Bntiah

Fiahing Shipa in any Harbour on the Coaat of Ubrador

ahall equally enjoy an excluaive privilege of Trading with the

nativea that may come within limita of that Harbour (the

precise limita belonging to each harbour to be hereafter aacer-

tained and made publick), and no other peraons whatever

ahall have any trade or truck with the aavagea on forfeiture

of ill gooda ao trucked for to be equally divided among the

three Admirala of that harbour, and to loie their liberty of

fishing on the Coast for that year.

That within the limiu of each harbour a proper place shall

be fixed upon by the Admirala at a proper distance from all

the fishing stages where they are to make a barrier for truck-

ing with convenience and safety with the savages, and on no

account to suffer their people and the savages to mingle

together. And if either of the Admirala truck with them at

any other phwe within or without the limits of thrir own port

such Admiral shaU forfeit aU the goods trucked for to be

equally divided between the other Admirals, and also to forfeit

all his privilege as Admiral tor that season, and for better pre-

venting confusion and for preserving peace with the savages

all further Regulations or Orders that may be made by the

Commanders of any of Hia Majeaty's Shipa atationed on the

Coast of Labrador for the time being shall be strictly con-

formed to.

X
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6. All British Fishing Ships as well as the Admirals of the

Harbours during the summer fishery for Cod, that is from the

time of their arrival to the time of their departure may also

carry on the whale fishery. This the early arriving ships may

do with great advantage, there being abundance of Whales on

the Coast in the months of April, May and June.

Given, etc., in Pitt's Harbour the 28th August, 1765.

Hugh Palliser.

This regulation published throughout this Government.

B; Coumind of Hit Eicdlency,

John Hoksnaill.

Ordtr Concerning the Whale Fishery on the Coast of

Labrador, 1766.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH PALLISER, ETC.

Whereas a great many vessels from His Majesty's plantadon

employed in the Whale fishery resort to that part of the

Gulph of St. Lawrence and Coast of Labrador which is

within this Government and as I have been informed that

some apprehensions have arisen amongst them that by the

Regulations made by me relating to the different fisheries in

those parts they are wholly precluded from that Coast.

Notice is hereby given that the King's Officers stationed in

those parts have always had my orders to protect, assist and

encourage by every means in their power all vessels from the

plantations employed in the Whale fishery, coming within this

Government and pursuaiit to His Majesty's orders to me all

vessels from the plantations will be admitted to that Coast,

on the same footing as they ever have been admitted in New-

foundland respecting the Cod fishery, under the Act of ParUa-

ment passed in the loth and nth years of William III

commonly called the Fishing Act, always to be observed.

And by my ReguUtions for the encouragement of the
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Whale Fishers they are also under certain necessary restric-

tions (herein prescribed) permitted to land and cut up their

whales in Labrador, this ii a liberty that never has been

allowed them in Newfoundland, because of the danger of

prejudicing the Cod fishery carried on by our adventureis

shipj from Britain, lawfully qualified with fishing certificates

according to the aforementioned Act, who are fitted out at a

very great nsque and expence in complying with the said Act,

therefore they must not be liable to have their voyages over-

thrown or rendered precarious by any means or by any other

vessels whatever.

And whkreas great numbers of the Whaling crews arriving

from the plantations, on the Coast of Labrador early in the

spring considering it as a lawless country were guilty of all

sorts outrages before the arrival of the King's Ships in

plundering whoever they found on the Coast too weak to

resist them. Obstructing our ship adventurers from Britain,

by banking amongst their boats along the Coast which drives

the fish away, and is contrary to the most ancient and most

strictly observed Rule of the fishery, and must not be suffered

;

also by destroying their fishing works on the shore, stealing

their boats, tackle and utensils, firing the woods all along the

Coast and hunting for and plundering, taking away or murder-

ing the poor Indian natives of the country by these violences,

barbarities and other notorious crimes and enormities, that

Coast is in ye utmost confiision, and with respect to the

Indians is kept in a state of war.

For preventing these practices in future, Notice is hereby

given that ye King's Officers in those parts are authorized

and strictly directed to apprehend all such offenders within

this Government and to bring them to me to be tried for the

same at the General Assizes at this place, and for the better

Government of that country, for Regulating ye fisheries and

for protecting His Majesty's subjects from insults from ye

Indians, I have His Majesty's Commands to erect Block-

houses and to establish guards along that Coast.

t <

i

II



MO LABRADOR

This notification is to be^iut up in the Harbours in

Labrador within my Government.

Giver at St. John's in Newfoundland, ist August, 1766.

Hugh Falliser.

By Order of His ExceUeiicjr,

John Horsnaill.

N.B.—Three copies of these Regulations enclosed in a

letter to Governor Bernard at Boston.

;,

Surrogate Commiision, 1765.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH PALLISER, ETC.

By Virtue of the power and authority to me given by His

Majesty's Letters made Patent, bearing date at Westminster

the ninth day of April in the fourth year of the reign of our

Sovereign Lo.J George HI by the Grace of God of Great

Britain, France and Ireland, King Defender of the Faith I do

hereby constitute and appoint you '0 I*

my Deputy or Surrogate with full power and authonty to

assemble Courts within to enquire into

all such complaints as may be brought before you and to hear

and determine the same to all intents and purposes as I

myself might or would do. By virtue of the power and

authority vested in me you have likewiSL power and authonty

to seise and detain in order to proceed to condemnation all

unaccustomed prohibited or run goods that may be found

within the aforesaid limits or ports adjacent. And I do grant

and give unto you full power and authonty

to administer the several oaths to any peraon or persons you

shall think fit agreeable to the several Acts of ParUament made

in that behalf. And I do strictly eiyoin all Admirals of

Harbours, all Justices of the Peace, all Officers Civil and

Military, and all other His Majesty liege subjects to be aiding

and assisting you the said ««<' '<> °^ "^
put into execution all such lawful orders as you shall give unto
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them as I myself might or would do by virtue of the power

and authority vested in me.

Given under my hand this 13th April, 1765.

By Command of His Excellency,

John Hoksnailu

Commissions delivered to :

—

Captain Hamilton of His Majesty's Sloop Ziphyrhom point

Riche to St. Barbe on Newfoundland and from St. Johns

River to Cape Charles on the Coast of Labradore.

Captain Seiton from Cape Ray to Ferryland.

Captain Thompson of His Majesty's Ship Lark from Tnmty

to Quirpont, both inclusive.

Sir Thos. Adams, Bart., of His Majesty's Ship Nigfr on

the Coa.st of Labradore from the entrance of Davis' Streights

to York Harbour inclusive.

Daniel Burr, Esq., on the Coast of Newfoundland from

Cape Bonavista to Cape St. Fran9oi.'i.

Hugh Palliser.

By Command of Hb Excellency,

John Horsnaill.

^1 I
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CHAPTER XII

CAPTAIN GEORGE CARTWRIGHT

QUITE the most notable of the early settlers 'ipon

the Labrador was Capt George Cartwright. He
was a scion of a well-known English family,

which firjt came into prominence through the influence

of Archbishop Cranmer, whose sister had married a

Cartwright of the day. Two of his brothers attained

considerable notoriety in English public life,—Major

John Cartwright, the reformer and patriot, and Edmund
Cartwright, poet, philanthropist, and inventor of the

power loom. George Cartwright served in the East

Indies as a cadet of the 39th Foot Regiment, and in

the German war as aide-de-camp to the Marquis of

Granby, and it is said would have undoubtedly risen

to distinction had he remained in the Army. The
circumstances which lee him to take up his residence

in Labrador were singularly fortuitous. In 1766 John
Cartwright was appointed First Lieutenant of H.M.S.

Guernsey, ordered to the Newfoundland station with

the Governor, Sir Hugh Palliser, on board. George
Cartwright, being on half-pay at the time, and " hearing

that bears and deer were plentiful there," decided to

accompany his brother, and spent the summer with

him cruising about the Newfoundland and Labrador

coasts. In 1768 he again visited Newfoundland with

his brother, who in the meanwhile had been appointed
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to the dignified post of Naval Surrogate, and accom-

panied him on a memorable expedition up the Exploits

River to Red Indian Lake, where they hoped to meet

and open friendly relations with the unfortunate

Beothuks, which expedition, unhappily, failed of its

purpose. It was then that he conceived the idea of

settling on Labrador. He had been disappointed in an

expected promotion in his regiment, several junior

officers purchasing their steps over his head ; and

having, as he said, " an insatiable propensity for shoot-

ing," and hearing that Labrador was practically virgin

country, he was irresistibly drawn to the wild, free, ad-

venturous life of a settler on that almost unknown coast.

Early in 1770 he entered into partnership with Lieut.

Lucas, who had been on the Guernsey with him in 1 766,

and whose adventures have already been told. As-

sociated with these novices in business were Perkins

and Coughlan, who were largely interested in the New-

foundland trade and had a considerable establishment

at Fogo. They designed to carry on a trapping and

fishing business, both seal and cod, and also to endeavour

to trade peaceably with the Eskimo through the medium
of Lucas, who had learned the language.

Cartwright and Lucas arrived at Fogo in July, 1770,

and at once hired a shallop to convey them to Cape

Charles, where they intended to make their first start.

It will be remembered that this was the scene of Darby's

ill-fated scheme to establish a whale fishery. Here

Cartwright arrived in safety and took up his abode in

the house which had been built by Darby. His retinue

consisted of Mrs. Selby, his housekeeper, two English

men-servants, eight or ten fishermen and trappers, and

a number of dogs of various sporting breeds. On his

arrival in Labrador, he says, " Being secluded from

!
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society, I had time to gain acquaintance with myself,"

and dierefore began his journal of Transactions and

Events During a Rtsidtnce of Nearly Sixteen Tears on

the Labrador, which he published in 1792. It is in three

large quarto volumes, full of interesting information,

though somewhat tedious to read. In his Preface he

excuses the literary style of his book, which he

says "will be compensated for by its veracity," and

informs us that "Ae transactions of the day were

generally entered at the close of the same, and were

written for no other purpose than to serve as a memor-

andum for my own use and personal reference." The

extreme candour of the narrative, especially as to the

incidents of his private life, makes one certain that such

was the case. His observations on the natural history

of the country are particularly valuable, as is also his

account of the Eskimos. The following short " Precis
"

of such a large book must naturally be very inadequate,

and all interested in Labrador are recommended to

study for themselves the pages which both Southey and

Coleridge declared to be deeply interesting.

On the morning of his arrival, he tells of the first

achievement of his Hanoverian rifle, shooting with it an

otter, a black duck, and a spruce game. A record of

all the creatures which fell to this extraordinary weapon

of precision would astound a sportsman of the present

day. Either the weapon was remarkable or " the man
behind the gun" was one of the best shots that ever

lived, for it was a common occurrence for him to put a

bullet through a goose or a duck on the wing, knock

the head off a partridge, or, more difficult still, to shoot

a loon in the water. Witness the entry in his journal,

March 22nd, 1771 :

—

" I killed a sprace game with my rifle ; but my eye
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not being clear enough to attempt beheading the bird

as I usually do, I fired at the body, and the ball knocked

him entirely to pieces."

The- frequency with which similar entries occur in his

Journal should remove any doubts as to his veracity.

He notes one day having beheaded three spruce game
with three successive rifle shots, and again having killed

a raven with his rifle at above a hundred yards dis-

tance. Probably both birds and beasts had little fear

of man, and he was thus able to approach them quite

closely.

Governor Byron, of Newfoundland, the poet's grand-

father, took great interest in Cartwright's enterprise,

and sent Lieutenant John Cartwright in a sloop of war
with carpenters and others, to assist him in getting

himself comfortably settled before winter came on.

Darby's old houses were soon repaired, and a new one

built

Lieutenant Lucas went north immediately to find

the Eskimos, with whom they expected to establish

a lucrative trade in furs. He returned a few weeks

afterwards, and was followed by a family of Eskimos,

consisting of ten or twelve men, women, and child-

ren, who took up their abode near Cartwright,

and were an unmitigated nuisance to him the whole

winter, depending upon him entirely for supplies of

food. Fortunately they were not hard to please. On
one occasion when they came to him and complained,

as usual, that their provisions were exhausted, he gave

them " a skin bag filled with seals' phrippers, pieces of

flesh and rands of seal fat ; it was a complete mixture

of oil and corruption with an intolerable stench, and no
people on earth, I think, except themselves would have

eaten its contents. The Indians, however, were of a

Q
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different opinion, and considered it a most luxurious

feast" Cartwright says that they were the most

uncleanly people on earth. Hi , description of some of

their nauseous habits will not bear repetition.

The company was increased in October by five men

who had been shipped on shares for the seal fishery.

The men found their own provisions, and Cartwright

found the nets and implements ; the catch was divided

half and half, the men selling their share io the com-

pany at a stipulated price.

Cartwright describes his outfit for the se .. .ishery as

follows :

—

" The whole consists of twelve shoal nets of forty

fathoms by two, and three stoppers of a hundred and

thirty fathoms by six. The latter are made fast one

end to the island and the other to a capstan on the

land ; by this means the head ropes are lowered to the

bottom or raised to the surface at pleasure, and being

placed about forty yards apart form two pounds.

There is a narrow tickle of twenty yards in width

between this island and the continent, across which a

net is placed to stop the seals passing through."

The seals passed along the coast on their miration

south, about the end of November. The first season

was a very successful one, and from November 28th to

December 14th they seemed to have nearly as many

seals as they could attend to.

Each year afterwards the nets were ready and out by

November 20th, but not always with the same success.

The length of the season seemed to depend upon the

coldness of the water ; when the anchor ice, or " lolly," as

Cartwright called it, began to form, the nets had to be

taken in. In 1774 a large number of seals were taken
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on December 24th, and in 1778 the fishery had to be

abandoned by December jth. In 1785 not a single

seal was taken.

During the first years of his life on the Labrador he

had pleasant neighbours only twelve miles from him at

York Fort in Chateau Bay. A small garrison of

marines under a few officers was stationed there, with

whom he exchanged many visits. On Christmas Eve
he gives the following description of the revels which

he said were customary in Newfoundland, having been

imported there from Ireland :

—

" At sunset the people ushered in Christmas accord-

ing to the Newfoundland custom. In the st place

they built * prodigious fire in their house ; all hands

then assembled before the door, and one of them fired a

gun loaded with powder only ; afterwards each drank a

dram of rum, concluding the ceremony with three

cheers. These formalities beirg performed with great

solemnity, the>' returned into their house, got drunk as

fast as they couM, and spent the whole nigiU in drink-

ing, quarrelling, and fighting. This is an intolerable

custom, but as it has prevailed from time inmemorial it

mttst be <iV)b<nitted to."

Evef>' Christmas afterwards he has to record the

same oevurrence, much to his annoyance.

About the enJ of January, Mr. Jones, of York Fort

(the surge<'i), '^et cut from there to walk to Cartwright's

settlement, where his services were required, but, losing

his way, he was froze.i to death. They found him

several days after, his faithful Newfoundland dog by

his side. They covered his body as well as they could

with boughs and snow, but could not persuade the poor

aniioal to leave her master.
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Cartwright himself had to officiate at the ceremony

which this poor young man had intended to perform,

and acquitted himself to the extreme satisfaction of the

mother, but he said he never wished to resume the

office again. His patient, however, became very ill

some days after, and "being destitute of every

medicine prescribed in such cases, I was entirely at a

loss what to give her, but as I judged that Labrador tea

{ledum lati/olium) was of the same nature as the herbs

recommended, I had some gathered from under the

snow in the woods, and gave her a pint of the strong

infusion of the plant, with the most beneficent results."

Three days after he writes :

—

"
I read prayers to my family and churched Nanny,

who is now, thank God, perfectly recovered, an event

which I have reason to believe was effected by the

Indian tea."

Having acted as doctor and clergyman, it is but

natural to suppose that he would also have to assume

the duties of the other learned professions ; and, in fact,

we often find him acting first as judge and then as exe-

cutioner to carry out the sentences he had imposed.

One gross offender he chained to his bed-post until he

could be carried to St. John's for trial. Another he

sentenced to thirty-five lashes for having threatened

his (Cartwright's) life, and immediately proceeded to

inflict the punishment, but after twenty-nine strokes

the man fainted, and had to be released. We can be

sure that the blows were not light from a man of Cart-

wright's physique.

On another occasion two men refused to do his bid-

ding, and were insolent, so he gave them both "a severe

biating with a stout stick," and sent thesn iM. They
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were no sooner in their boat than they began to abuse

him again, upon which he pursued them and gave them
another "drtssing." On the next day the men came
again, and Cartwright this time gave them a "trim-

ming" for being abusive when he left them the night

before.

He did not scruple to perform anv office of the

Church, even to the Marriage Service, marrying with

all due ceremony one William Bettres to Cathrine

Gourd, one of the maid-servants he brought from

Plymouth.'

His first winter passed uneventfully but busily ; nearly

every day his journal bears record of game of some
description being secured. White bears, caribou,

wolves, foxes, otter, beaver, etc., and every variety of

feathered game in its season. On June 20th his first

news of the outside world was received when the first

vessel arrived from Newfoundland. He was greatly

shocked to hear that his p 'rtner. Lieutenant Luras, had

been lost at sea, the ship on which he sailed for

England the previous autumn never having reached its

destination.

Owing to the neglect of his partners, Perkins and

Coughlan, whom he accused of taking care of their

private enterprises to the detriment of their joint trans-

actions, he was not prepared in time for the salmon or

cod fishery. The river was full of salmon, but he had

no nets to catch them nor salt to cure them, and esti-

mated his loss thereby at ;£'4CX).

In July a considerable number of Eskimos came
to the harbour, and he soon established a brisk barter

' The solemniution of marrisge in Newroundluld by persons not in

holy orders becmme so prevalent that in 1817 an Imperial Act was passed
forbidding the practice, and making such marriaees illegal.

I I
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trade with them. The proceedings were opened by
their presenting him with five silver fox sl<ins, and

he reciprocated with beads and needles, to their entire

satisfaction. In order to inspire their confidence he

went over to the island where they were, pitched his

tent among them, sending all his own people away.

He carried on a lively trade all the afternoon with-

out dispute of any kind, when the proceedings were

suddenly interrupted by the chief, who came into the

tent and took Cartwright by the shoulder, speaking

sternly the while.

" As these people have hitherto plundered and mur-

dered Europeans whenever they had the opportunity,

I must confess that I expected that was to be my fate

now, and my suspicions were confirmed upon recollect-

ing that I had demonstrated to the Eskimos that my
firearms were not loaded. However, being assured that

if they wanted to kill me I could not prevent them,

1 put the best face possible on this ur pleasant affair,

and followed the chief He soon dispellc my fears by
telling me that we had done enough business for one

day."

As a result of the afternoon trade he got 3 cwt.

of whalebone, 100 seal skins, 19 fox, 12 deer, 4 otter,

2 marten, i wolf, and i black bear, at the expense of a

small quantity of beads and trifling articles of hardly

any commercial value. A representative transaction

was the exchange of a comb which cost twopence for

a silver fox skin worth four guineas.

Cartwright never had any trouble with the Eskimos
during his whole residence on the coast, which is re-

markable seeing that his immediate predecessor at

Cape Charles was forced to abandon the place owing to
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their hostility. He says himself that his success with

them was owing to unvarying firmness and fairness in

his dealings with them. He would not allow himself

to be robbed, and was always at pains to satisfy them in

every transaction. His ascendancy over them became
complete, and their friendship never ceased, although,

as we shall see later, it was put to a very severe strain.

Later in life Cartwright wrote a rhyming letter to his

brother Charles, describing life on his " loved Labrador,"

and thus tells of his intercourse with the Eskimos :

—

The Eskimo from ice and snow now free.

In shallops and whale boats go to sea ;

In peace they rove along the pleasant shore.

In plenty live nor do they wish for more.
Thrice happy race ; strong drink nor gold they know

;

What in their hearts they think their feces show.
Of manners gentle, in their dealings just.

Their plighted promise safely you may trust.

Mind you deceive them not, for well they know
The friend sincere from the designing foe.

They once were deemed a people tierce and rude.

Their savage hands in human blood imbued ;

But by my care (for I must claim the merit)
The world now owes that virtue they inherit.

Not a more honest or more generous race
Can bless a sovereign or a nation grace.

With these I frequent pass the social day,
No broils, no feuds, but all is sport and play.

My will's their law, and justice is my will,

Thus friends we always were and fnends are still.

This idyllic picture certainly marks a very great

change from the condition of things a short time before,

as described by Falliser. While Cartwright claims the

merit for this transformation, it was no doubt to

Falliser's wise regulations that the beginning of the

change was due, assisted greatly by the Moravian
Missionaries who had just begun their noble work
among the Eskimo.

r
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The winter of 1772 was particularly cold and stormy.

Cartwright's English man-servant Charles was taken ill,

and in spite of every attention, finally succumbed. As

an indication of the hardships they had to endure, it is

related that this unfortunate man Charles had his toes

badly frostbitten one night during his illness, from

putting his foot out from under the bedclothes, although

he was in the warmest room in the house in which there

was a blazing fire.

His first visitors in the spring of 1772 were a number

of salmon fishers employed by the firm of Noble and

Pinson, who took possession of his salmon rivers,

claiming that they had a right to do so under an

Act of Parliament. Not being able to dispute the

point, Cartwright was obliged to give way, and had to

send his men into the next bay to set their nets. The

Eskimos were so incensed at this occurrence that they

were with difficulty restrained from killing Noble and

Pinson's men.

Although the injustice was patent, it is probable that

Noble and Pinson were within their rights, as we have

seen that Palliser's regulations forbade any permanent

title to fishing posts, the first vessel arriving in a

harbour each season from England having the choice

of berths.

However, when Cartwright went to England at the

end of the year, he made representations on the matter

to the Board of Trade, from whose papers the following

information is culled :

—

"Jan. 28th, 1773. A memorial was read from Geo.

Cartwright to the Earl of Dartmouth, describing the

fisheries and commerce of Labrador, and complaining

that he had been disturbed in the possession of a

fishing post on that coast, and praying that he be
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confirmed and protected in its possession. Discussion

on the matter was postponed until Governor Shuldham,

Sir Hugh Palliser, and Noble and Pinson could be

present"

After several discussions it was finally decided, on

Februa.y 19th, that actual residence and continual posses-

sion were necessary for the carrying on of the seal and

salmon fisheries, and Cartwright was confirmed in the

possession of the fishing posts he had established on

the Labrador.

Goveiiior Shuldham's proclamation putting the new

rule into effect has already been given.

Cartwright's evidence was taken at the same time

touching the proposed transfer of Labrador to Quebec,

but we are not informed of its tenour. It is to be

presumed that he would be strongly against the transfer.

He mentions in his journal that he presented to the

Earl of Dartmouth a plan for th^ encouragement of

trade on the Labrador, which was laid before His

Majesty in Council, and was partially adopted.

His intercourse with the Eskimos did not run alto-

gether smoothly. In August, 1771, he feared an

outbreak, and believed that they had been ' up to some

of their old tricks" to the southward of him. On several

occasions when individual Eskimos misbehaved them-

selves, Cartwright did not hesitate to inflict corporal

punishment Once a man stole a skein of thread.

Cartwright immediately demanded its return, and when

the culprit brought it back administered a few strokes

by way of punishment The man resisted, when Cart-

wright gave him a cross-buttock, and pitched him with

great force headlong out of the tent A few days after

this, Cartwright became very ill while he was alone with

the Eskimos, and one would have expected them to
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take this opportunity for reprisals, but they exhibited

the greatest concern. He thus describes their conduct :—

" After it was darlt they gave me convincing proof of

their regard, (which I most gladly would have excused),

by assembling in and about the tent nearest to mine,

and there performing some superstitious ceremonies lor

my recovery. As I was not an eye-witness of their

rites, I can only say that they were accompanied by

such hirrid yells and hideous outcries as I had never

heard before from the mouths of the human species.

These dismal notes were continued till daylight; add to

this their .'.ogs were continually fghting and tumbling

into my tent."

The games indulged in by the Eskimos interested

Cartwright very much, and occasioned him a great deal

of amusement They were very fond of playing at

ball, throwing it from one to another, each striving

to get it, but were very poor catches. A species of

" thread the needle" was also often played, which ended

in all rolling upon the ground in glorious confusion.

Cartwright taught them to play several English games,

and among them leap-frog, which must have been

inexpressibly funny.
.

By his firm but fair dealing, by enteiing into their

sports and pastimes, and ministering to them when they

were ill or in want, within two years Cartwright ob-

tained a complete ascendancy over them. With the

intention of impressing upon them the importance of

the English, of whom they were frankly contemptuous,

thinking themselves the lords of creation, Cartwright

conceived the unfortunate idea of carrying a family of

them to England with him. He accordingly selected two

of his earliest friends, Attuiock and Tooklavinia, with
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their wives Ickcongoque and Caubvick, and on j little

girl, Ick.jna, and sailed for England on November

7th. They arrived at Waterford on the 24th of that

month, where, he says, he was teased to death by the

whole population, and finally got to London on Decem-

ber 14th. His experiences there with the Eskimo are

best told by himself:

—

"They were greatly astonished at the number of

shipping in the river, for they did not suppose that

there were so many in the whole world ; but I was

exceedingly disappointed to see them pass over London

Bridge without taking much notice of it. I soon dis-

covered that they took it for a natural rock which

extended across the river. They laughed at me when I

told them that it was the work of men, nor could I make

them believe it till we came to Blackfriars Bridge,

which I caused them to examine with more attention,

showing them the joints and pointing out the marks of

the chisels upon the stones. They no sooner compre-

hended by what means such a structure roulo be

erected than they expressed their wonder -.vith astonish-

ing significance of countenance. On landing at West-

minster Bridge we are immediately surrounded by a

great concourse of people, attracted not only by the

uncommon appearance of the Indians who were in their

seal skin dresses, but also by a beautiful eagle and an

Eskimo dog, which had much the resemblance of a

wolf and a remarkable wildness of look.

" In a few days time I had so many applications for

admittance to see the new visitors that my tim.- was

wholly taken up in gratifying the curiosity of my
friends and their acquaintances, and the numbers that

came made my lodgings very inconvenient to the

landlord as well as to myself. I therefore resolved to

in

y ,H,1
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look out for a house, and soon hired "small one. ready

furnished, for ten guineas a month in Little Castle

Street Being willing, as far as lay in my !»*". '»

comply with the incessant applications o my friends

for a sight of the Indians, and finding it impossible

either to have any rest or time to transact lusiness I

appropriated two days a week for that purpose. On

those days not only was my house filled to >" incon-

venience, but the whole street was crowded with

carriages and people, so that my residence was a

great nuisance to the neighbourhood.

"I once took the three men to the Opera when

their Majestys were there, and we chanced to s.t near

Mr. Coleman, the manager of Covent Garden Theatre,

who politely invited all the Indians and myself to a

play at his house. He fixed on Cymiebne.^nd they

were greatly delighted with the representation. But

their pride was most highly gratified at being received

with thundering applause by the audience on entering

the box. One afternoon I took Attuiock with me and

walked beyond the tower, then took boat and rowed up

the river to Westminster Bridge, from whence we

walked to Hyde Park Corner and then home agam 1

was in great expectation that he would begm to relate

the wonders which he had seen, but I found myself

ereatly disappointed. , . , i j

"He immediately sat down by the fireside, placed

his hands on his knees, leaned his head forward, fixed

his eyes on the floor in a stupid stare, and contmued in

that position for a considerable time. At length, tossing

uphishead,hebrokeout,'Oh,Iamtiredl Herearetoo

many houses, too much smoke, too many people. Labra-

dor is very good ; seals are plentiful there. I wish I was

back again.'
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" Although they had often passed St. Paul's without

betraying any f^reat astonishment, or at least not so

much as Europeans do at the first sight of one of those

stupendous islands of ice which are daily to be seen on

the coast of their own country, yet when I took them

to the top of it and convinced them that it was built by

the hands of men (a circumstance which had not

entered into their heads before, for they had supposed

it a natural production), they were quite lost in amaze-

ment. Upon my asking how they would describe it to

their countrymen on their return, they replied with a

look of the utmost expression, they should neither

mention it nor many other things they had seen, lest

they should be called liars, from the seeming im-

probability of such astonishing facts. Walking along

Piccadilly one day with the two men, I took them into

a shop to show them a collection of animals. We had no

sooner entered than I observed their attention riveted

on a small monkey, and I could perceive horror most

strongly depicted on their countenances. At length the

old man turned to me and faltered out, ' Is that an

Eskimo?' On pointing out several other monkeys of

diiTerent kinds they were greatly diverted at their mis-

take which they had made, but were not well pleased

to observe that monkeys resembled their race much

more than ours. The great surgeon. Dr. John Hunter,

inv Ad them to dinner with him, and Attuiock, stroU-

infc out of the room, cai.ie upon one of Dr. Hunter's

anatomical specimens, a complete skeleton in a case.

He was terribly frightened, and came to the conclusion

that he also was to be killed and eaten and his bones

similarly preserved, and was with great difficulty re-

assured.

"Another day th.T happened upon a review ol a
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regiment of soldiers by the King. They immediately

collected such a crowd round them that it attracted the

notice of His Majesty, who sent for them to stand in a

place where they would not be crowded, and viewed

them himself with much curiosity. He condescended

to salute them by taking off his hat, accompanied with

a gracious smile, at which they were highly pleased."

Cartwright then took them to his father's country

residence, where they were lost in amazement at the

sight of the cultivated land, grounds, and level fields,

declaring that the country was all made. They had a

run with the hounds, and were in at the death,<although

they had only been on horseback three or four times

before.

Cartwright says that he omitted nothing that could

make their stay pleasant which his pocket could afford,

and particularly tried to impress them with the numbers

and power of the English, for they had often declared on

the Labrador that they could easily cut offall the English

if they chose to assemble themselves together. But

before they had been long in England they became

greatly chastened, and confessed to Cartwright that the

Eskimos were but as one man to the numbers of the

English.

As might have been expected, during their visit in

I^ndon they were visited by that inquisitive person,

Mr. James Boswell, as evidenced by the following entry

in his immortal work :

—

"Dr. Johnson did not give me half credit when I

mentioned that I had carried on a short conversation

by signs with some Eskimo who were then in London,

particularly with one of them who was a priest He

thought I could not make them understand me."
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People are generally indignant when their veracity

is called into question, but the faithful Boswell turned

the insult into an occasion of adulation of his hero, for

he adds :

—

" No man was nore incredulous as to particular facts

which were at all extraordinary, and no man was more

inquisitive to discover the truth."

Cartwright started on his return to Labrador fall of

spirits. The term of his partnership with Perkins and

Coughlan had expired, and by the liberality of his

father, who had given him ^2000, he was enabled to

embark "on his own bottom."

His brother. Major John Cartwright, writes of him at

this time :

—

"To-morrow my brother, the Eskimo, and myself

are to dine with a select party of the Royal Society,

among whom is to be Solander. We have had him

frequently. My brother is in great spirits with regard

to his Labrador schemes, and at first setting off, although

he has hitherto experienced every loss and disappoint-

ment that could befall a man. He hath an excellent

heart and understanding, but early took a turn which

has indeed been a source of continual satisfaction to

him, but it has at the same time prevented him tasting

the more refined delights of society in a superior degree.

He will therefore be happy in Labrador."

Again

:

"My brother has succeeded in his wish with Lord

Dartmouth, and will shortly be proprietor of the tract

in Labrador he had fixed upon. Our Eskimo friends

are greatly admired, and most so by the most intelK

gent"
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But, alas I a dreadful misfortune was to befall him and

his humble friends. The vessel had hardly left the

Downs before Caubvick was taken ill. On reaching

Lymington and consulting a surgeon he pronounced

her t -.plaint small-pox, which, says Cartwright, " had

nearly che same effect upon me as if he had pronounced

my sentence of death." One after the other the un-

fortunate Eskimos were taken with this terrible disease,

and all died except Caubvick, who slowly recovered.

The sailing of the vessel was delayed for over two

months, and he did not finally get away until July i6th.

Caubvick's hair had become so matted with the

disease that it had to be cut off, but she could not be

persuaded to part with it, flying into a passion of rage

and grief whenever Cartwrii'ht proposed it, which he

continually did, knowing tiie danger of infection—

a

foreboding which was only too fully realiied, for the

following summer he has to record that one William

Phippard came on an Eskimo encampment on an island

in Invuctok Bay, where the whole family had evidently

died of small-pox. Cartwright had melancholy proof

that this was Caubvick's family from a medal found there,

which he recognized as having been given to Caubvick

by one of his brothers when in England.

When the vessel arrived at Cape Charles all the

Eskimos on the southern coast, numbering about five

hundred, hurried to greet their relations and friends. As

thev drew near the shore and saw only Caubvick with

Cartwright, their joy was changed to gloomy silence.

"At length, with great perturbation and faltering

accents, they enquired, separately, what was become of

the rest, and were no sooner given to understand by a

silent, sorrowful shake of my head that they were no

more, than they instantly set up such a yell as I never
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before heard. Many of them snatched up stones and

beat themselves on the face and head till they became

shocking spectacles. In short, the violent frantic ex-

pressions of grief were such that I could not help

participating with them so far as to shed tears myself

most plentifully. They no sooner observed my emotion

than, mistaking it for the apprehensions which I was

under for fear of their resentment, they instantly seemed

to forget their own feelings to relieve those of mine.

They pressed around me, and said and did all in their

power to convince me that they did not entertain any
suspicions of my conduct towards their departed

friends."

Cartwright returned to England again ''n December

of that year and took with him an Eskimo boy of

twelve years, whom he intended to educate in order

that he might become the means of fuller communi-
cation with the savages. Fearing that he also might

take the small-pox he decided to have him inoculated,

but the poor lad succumbed to the treatment within

three days, to Cartwright's great grief.

1774 found Cartwright in partnership with Robert

and John Scott, with two vessels, The Earl of Dartmouth

and the Lady Tyrconnel, and fully prepared to carry on

a much more extensive trade than he had before at-

tempted. The year passed uneventfully, his journal

giving only the steady slaughter of birds and beasts

;

the fisheries were successful, and altogether it seems to

have been the most pleasant and prosperous year spent

by him on the Labrador.

In the spring of 1775 he decided to move further

north, and built for himself a comfortable house at

Sandwich Bay, which he appropriately named Caribou

Castle. It was the most northerly of all the fishing

I '
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there was a beautiful little waterfall with a good sized

pool below it.

" Salmon innumerable were leaping in the air, and a

great concourse of white bears were diving after them.

Others were walking along shore, and others were gomg

in and out of the woods."

Ashe stood watching the curious scene an old dog

bear came out of the woods close beside him. Waiting

until the bear was within five yards of him he shot him

through the head, but another bear followed so closely

on the heels of the first that Cartwright had to fly until

he had loaded his rifle again. Returning, he fired and

again killed a bear. Unfortunately he found himself

short of ammunition, a circumstance which had never

before happened to him, so was unable to avail himself

of the finest opportunity for sport that ever man had.

He counted thirty-two bears in sight at one time, but

there were many more through the woods. He shot six

bears altogether, but only secured one skin. '|
So ended

in disappointment the finest sport I ever saw."

This was again a very prosperous year, and his vessels

went home in the fall loaded with fish, oil, salmon, and

furs. During the summer he started a garden and set

out peas, beans, radishes, onions, cress, cucumbers, corn,

oats, and wheat. An ambitious list, and it is to be

feared many of his vegetables d-d not come to perfec

tion. ,

In the spring of 1776, cod and salmon agam appeared

in great quantities and kept all hands at work.

In the autumn he went home to spend the winter.

When he started the following spring for Labrador

he was obliged to sail in company with a fleet of

vessels convoyed by the Pegasus sloop of war, as the
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war with the American colonies had broken out, and their

privateers had already made themselves feared. The

protection afforded by the Pegasus seems to have been

rather moral than actual, for no effort was made to

keep the fleet together, and Cartwright finally sailed off

by himself, his " prophetic soul " still greatly troubled

with the thought of American privateers. He arrived

at Sandwich Bay without adventure on June 20th, and

was informed that an American privateer was cruising

in the Straits of Belle Isle and had taken one of

Pinson's vessels. Shortly after he heard that the

privateer had taken H.M.S. Fox and several bankers.

The fishery that year was even more successful than

the previous year, and in August cod were so plentiful

that his people had not been in bed for nearly a week

and were nearly dead with fatigue. But such a pros-

perous state of affairs was too good to last. On August

27th he writes :

—

"At one o'clock this morning I was aroused by

a loud knocking at my door, and when I opened a

body of armed men rushed in. They informed me that

they belonged to the Minerva privateer, of Boston, in

New England, commanded by John Grimes, mounting

twenty g-pounders and manned with 160 men, and

that I was their prisoner. They then demanded my

keys, and took possession of my vessels and all my

stores."

About noon the Minerva worked into Blackguard

Bay and came to anchor there, (Cartwright does not

comment on the appropriateness of her anchorage).

He went on board and was received civilly by Grimes,

who told him for his consolation that he had a few

days before taken three vessels belonging to Noble
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and Finson, loaded them with fish and sent them off

to Boston. A number of Noble and Pinson's men

had shipped on board the Minerva, and no iess than

thirty-two of Cartwright's men followed suit. The

Minerva also took away four Eskimo to be made slaves

of They loadea Cartwright's vessel, The Countess of

Effingham, with fish and sent her off to Boston. " He
gave me a small quantity of provisions, returned my
boats and most of their sails, and by noon the ship,

together with my brig, went to sea. May the devil go

with them !

"

Cartwright was particularly incensed at the desertion

of Captain Kettle, (who seems to have been of very

different calibre to his modern namesake of fiction), the

master of the brig, and also hoped that he would have

it in his power to reward the infamous behaviour of his

former servants who were particularly active in dis-

tressing him. It was a great satisfaction to him to find

out afterwards that " that lying rascal Grimes," when he

arrived in Boston, clapped Kettle and the rest of the

traitors into prison, having tempted them with a promise

of a share of the booty, but by this means avoiding

giving it to them. Before Grimes sailed he turned two

of the deserters ashore again,and Cartwright immediately

gave them a most severe beating with a stout stick.

The chronicle of this disastrous day closes with the

following lame and impotent conclusion :
" As soon as

they were gone, I took up my gun, walked out upon the

island, and shot a curlew."

Cartwright calculated that he was robbed of ;£i4,ooo

worth of goods, which he feared would prove his ruin, as

indeed it did. He was told that this privateer had

plundered the merchants in Temple Bay and Charles

Harbour to even a greater extent than they did him.

I' i u
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His journal afterwards contains many bitter references

to privateers. June 8th, 1779, was a particularly bad

day, and he writes ;

—

" If any ships are on this coast now, God help them,

unless they are piratical privateers coming to plunder

innocent people again ; for such I recommend to their

friend the devil."

But he had a pleasant surprise a month later, when

his vessel The Countess of Effingham put in an appear-

ance with all his salt and most of the goods the priva-

teer had taken away. She had been retaken on the

passage to Boston by five of the crew, who took her

across to Dartmouth and delivered her to Cartwright's

agent
Another American privateer visited the coast about

1779 and committed many depredations, especially at

Twillingate and Battle Harbour, so that the settlers

north of Trinity Bay were actually in the utmost

distress for want of provisions. But the Americans

were not always successful in their raids, for at White

Bay, Mr. Tory's people drove her off with the loss of a

considerable number of the crew.

This news kept him in a continual state of nerves,

and every strange vessel afterwards was thought to

be a privateer. In August one of his hands came

running to him exclaiming " that he was taken again,"

but it proved to be H.M.S. Marten, Captain Durell,

whc lad come to patrol the coast The alarm, how-

ever, put his spirits in such a state that he could no*,

sleep. Captain Durell gave him three cases of small

arms and plenty of ammunition in case he was again

attacked. He served out the arms and ammunition,

and offered ten guineas reward to any of his people
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who first gave notice of the enemy's approach. But

he had yet to suffer at their hands: two years later

a new vessel, with his whole collection of fish, oil, and

furs being taken on the voyage to England, thus com-

pleting his financial ruin. Cartwright was a guileless

man, and generous to a fault He once heard that

one of his salmon posts i.ad been taken possession

of by a man called Baskem, and went immediately

to turn him out, but finding the man, his wife, and

children in a wretched condition of poverty, he made

him a deed of gift of tlie house and all his rights to the

post He was continually being imposed upon by his

principal rivals, Noble and Pinson. Once he lent them

some provisions when they ran short, but when his own

supply was late in arriving and he had to go to them

to get back what he had lent they made him pay

through the nose for it Another man, Forsythe,

borrowed a lot of salt fn m him on the pretence that

he had plenty at another point near, and would return

it immediately, but it turned out that he had not a

grain on the coast, and Cartwright again lost heavily

through his guilelessness.

When he got to England in 1779, his affairs were

in such a bad way, owing to the losses he had sustained

at the hands of the American privateers, that he had

to call a meeting of his creditors and ask for time,

when he hoped to pay them in full. But one mis-

fortune after another fell upon him. His vessel, the

Countess of Effingham, was lost ; then a new vessel,

which he bought was badly damaged in a terrific gale,

and had to jettison her cargo, which was without

insurance, and finally, as we have heard, was taken

by the enemy. In 1783 he was thus deeper in debt

than before, but his hopes were revived by hearing

^ m 1
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that a vein of ore had been discovered on his property

;

so he determined to return again to Labrador and

take with him an experienced miner, not in the least

doubting that he would soon be out of debt, and

indeed, in affluent circumstances. But on reaching

Cartwright Harbour he was much mortified to find

that his people had collected very little fur during the

winter, had had a poor salmon fishery, and the ore,

from which he had hoped so much, proved to be

without use or value.

He then saw that he was irretrievably ruined, but

worked on, and had a fairly successful summer's fish-

ing. Fate, however, had not yet done with him, for

again the vessel with his fish was lost without insurance.

But he did not yet despair, and when he met his

creditors in England told them that he felt confident

he could retrieve his fortune if allowed five years in

which to do so, seeing that the war was over and he

had nothing to fear from privateers.

So in April, 1785, he started for the last time for

Labrador, feeling that he could not look upon himself

as an honest man unless he did all in his power to pay

up " the last deficient penny " he owed. His plan was

to take few servants, and employ them and himself

in trapping during the winter and trading with the

Eskimos in summer. The Under Secretary of State,

Mr. Nepean, persuaded him to take out some convicts

who were under sentence of transportation, and he

accordingly went to Newgate and selected four young

men. But they proved a troublesome lot, and of little

use to him. He went out in a vessel to Trinity, and

there hired a shall ,p to take him to Labrador. On the

French shore, wiiere the rights of the French had

recently been confirmed by treaty, he was told that the
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commanders of English men-of-war had orders to turn

all the English settlers cut uf the French district

In July, 1786, he received a letter from Noble and

Finson, who had become one of his principal creditors,

"the whole contents of which are infamous falsities

calculated to pick a quarrel in hopes of taking an unfair

advantage of our situation." They accused htm and

his partner Mr. Collingham of embezzling part of their

late estate, and had seized the consignment of fish

which had been sent over at the end of 1785. Cart-

wright immediately determined to start for England to

confute their villainies and recover his property. On
his arrival in London, he applied to his trustees and

agents for the restitution of the property which had

been seized ; this they refused to do, and he had con-

sequently to enter an action at law against them. After

many delays the case came up for trial ; the great

Erskine, who was counsel for the other side, was finally

obliged to admit that he had not a word to say in

defence of his client, and judgment was given in Cart-

wright's favour with all costs.

This last trying experience caused him to determine

never to return to Labrador, where he had experienced

such hardships, disappointments, and wrongs. But he

still retained an interest in the business. In his evidence

before the Committee of the House of Commons in

1793 he stated that his business on the Labrador had

been very flourishing, having cleared over 100 per cent,

for the past three years.

He obtained an appointment as Barrack Master at

Nottingham, a position which he filled with distinction

and popularity until he retired in 1817.

It is recorded that once when political feeling was

running very high at Nottingham, and the Radical

r '
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populace had charge of the streets, he alone, although

known to be a vio.ent Tory, dared to show his face.

He died two years after his retirement, at the age

of eighty-one, full of energy to the last, his mind being

occr ,ied on his death-bed with proposals to the Hudson

Bay Company to establish hunting and trading posts on

the Labrador. He is described as a handsome man of

Herculean frame, with great dignity of carriage, courUy

manners, and agreeable conversation.
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CHAPTER XIII

THE MORAVIAN BRETHREN

SIR HUGH PALLISER, in his "Order for Estab-

lishing Communication with the Eskimos," says,

referring to the Moravian Brethren :—" I have invited

Interpreters and Missionaries to go amongst them to

instruct them, etc."

This was somewhat disingenuous on the part of Sir

Hugh, for the initiative undoubtedly came from the

Moravians themselves, although when they made the

proposition to him, he immediately encouraged and

helped them to the utmost of his power.

This was not the first attempt of these pious men

to introduce Christianity among the heathen Eskimos

on the Labrador. Fifteen years before Palliser's time,

John Christian Erhardt, one of the Brethren, proposed

that he should go to Labrador and establish a Mission

there, such as was already successful in Greenland.

He was a sailor by profession, perhaps of the rank of

boatswain or second mate, and had been on a Dutch

whaler fishing in Greenland waters, where he had many

opportunities of seeing the great work which had been

accomplished by the Brethren. He wrote a touch-

ing letter to Bishop Johannes de Watteville in 1750,

begging that he be allowed to undertake the work.

" Now, dear Johannes," he said, " thou knowest that I

am an old Greenland traveller. I have also an amazing
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aflection for these countries, Indians and other Bar-

barians, and it would be a source of the greatest joy

if the Saviour would discover to me that He has chosen

me and would make me fit for this service."

But Count Zinr rf, the head of the Brethren in

London, hesitoted to uuderUke this new field of Mission

work. At length, in 1752, the London firm of Nisbet,

Grace, and Bell determined to fit out a vessel for a

trading expedition to Labrador, and engaged Erhardt

to go as interpreter and supercargo. Apparently these

merchants were desirous also that a settlement should

be made there, and at their instigation four Moravian

Brethren, Golkowsky. Kunz, Post, and Krumm, signified

their willingnesj to accompany the expedition and to

remain in the country.

The vessel, which bore the appropriate name of Hopt,

a.rived on the southern coast of Labrador on July nth,

1752. Proceeding northwards they first met the Eski-

mos on the 29th, and on the 31st arrived at a beautiful

harbour in lat. 55.10, which they called Nisbett's Har-

bour, and is now known as Ford's Bight. This they

thought to be r suitable place for the settlement ;
so

landing, they took possession of the land in the name

of King George III, carving his name upon a tree.

The Eskimos exhibited the greatest pleasure at meet-

ing a white man who could speak their language, and

Erhardt carried on a brisk barter 'jade with them in

the most amicable manner. All during the month of

August the missionaries, assisted by the ship's com-

pany, laboured at getting their house finished and all

preparations made for the winter. It was a matte.- of

the greatest regret that none of them could speak the

Eskimo language except Erhardt, and he was not very

proficient Finally, on September 5th, everything being
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ready, the Hopt left the harbour to seek further oppor-

tunities for trade. Ten days later she again appeared

with the dreadful news that Erhardt, the captain, and

five of the crew had left the ship in a boat on the 1 3th

to trade with a tribe of Eskimos whom they had en-

countered, and had not been seen again. The mate,

GofT, waited for two days for them in the greatest

suspense, but having no other boat or a crew to man
it, he decided to return to Nisbett's Harbour to get the

assistance of the four missionaries and the boat which

had been left for their use. The scene of the tragedy

appears to have been quite near to Nisbett's Harbour.

But very stormy weather came on, and after vainly

attempting to reach the place in their boat, they sorrow-

fully decided that there was no hope of rescuing their

companions, and cons. ,uentty abandoned the station,

sailing on September 20th for St. John's.

What happened to Erhardt and the boat's crew must

for ever remain a mystery. It has always been conclu-

ded that they fell victims to the cupidity and treachery

of the Eskimos at the time when they left the ship. But
this is by no means certain. For in the following year

the American whaler Argo, Captain Swaine, visited the

place and found the house still standing, and the remains

of the seven murdered men, which they buried. It thus

appears that they had tieen accidentally delayed or

perhaps detained by the Eskimos at the place where

they left the ship, and later, finding the ship gone, made
their way back to the house. Here they were after-

wards murdered. Jens Haven records later that one of

the murderers w;^ pointed out to him, and Christian

Drachardt tells tuat the graves where the whalers had

buried the remains had been shown to him.'

* In the report of the Argons voyage, published in the Penittylvariia

Cttutlt^ November 17, 175.3, and in Captain Swaine's loj;, no mention is

made of finding or burying the remains of the muidered men.
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The seed of their great purpose was sown, however,

and at once another of the brethren quietly and un-

ostentatiously devoted himself to the work of converting

the Eskimos on L brador. Jens Haven, a carpenter

by trade, ignorant of both the English and Eskimo

languages, and unaccustomed to a seafaring life,

decided within himself that it was for him to take

up the work, and at once began the study of all the

books he could get relating to the country and its

inhabitants.

In 1758 he went to Greenland and laboured in the

missions there, learning the language and training him-

self for the purpose he had in view. Returning in 1762

to Herrnhut, the home of the Moravian Church in Ger-

many, he declared his intention of going to Labrador.

After much discussion he obtained permission to make

the attempt, and, alone and unassisted, set out for

London bent upon carrying out his design. Through the

intervention of friends there he obtained an introduction

to Commodore Palliser, who had just received his ap-

pointment as Governor of Newfoundland. His pro-

posals met with Sir Hugh's hearty sympathy, and all

necessary assistance was at once accorded him. He

made his way to St. John's, Newfoundland, and there

waited for the arrival of Sir Hugh, who at once issued

the following proclamation :

—

" Hitherto the Eskimoux have been considered in no

other light than as thieves and murderers, but as Mr.

Havei; has formed his laudable plan, not only of uniting

these people with the English nation, but of instructing

them in the Christian religion, I require, by virtue of the

powers delegated to me, that all men, whomsoever it

may concern, lend him all the assistance in their

power," etc.
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He also furnished him with the following compre-
hensive Indian passport to be dispersed among the

Eskimos :

—

Indian Passportfor those inhabiting the Coast of Labra-
dor, to bring a friendly intercourse between His M.
subjects and them, and to be distributed amongst them
by Jans Haven, a Moravian,

BY HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH PALLISER, GOVERNOR,
Etc., Etc.

Whereas many and great advantages would arise to His
Majesty's Trading subjects, if a friendly intercourse could be
established with the Esquimaux Indians, inhabiting the Coast
of Labrador, and as all attempts hitherto made for that

purpose have proved ineffectual, owing in great measure to

the imprudent, treacherous, or cruel conduct of some people

who have resorted to that coast, by plundering and killing

several of them, from which they have entertained an opinion

of our Dispositions and Intentions being the same with

respect to them as their's are towards us, that is to circumvent

and kill them. And whereas such wicked practices are most
contrary to His Majesty's sentiments of humanity, to his

desire of conciliating their affections, and his endeavours to

induce them to trade with his subjects. In conformity to

these, His Majesty's sentiments, I hereby strictly forbid such
wicked practices for the future, and declare that all such as

are found offending herein shall be punished with the utmost

severity of the law.

And whereas I have taken measures for bringing about a

friendly communication between the said Indians and His
Majesty's subjects, and for removing those prejudices that

have hitherto proved obstacles to it, I hereby strictly enjoin

and require all His Majesty's subjects who meet with any of

the said Indians to treat them in the most civil and friendly

manner and in all their bearings with them to act with the

I
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utmost probity and good faith particularly with such of them

as may produce this Certificate of their having entered into

treaty with me, and that I have in His Majesty's name assured

them that they may by virtue thereof safely trade with His

Majesty's subjects without danger of being hurt or ill-treated,

and I hereby require and enjoin all His Majesty's subjects to

conform and pay the strictest regard thereto, at the same time

recommending it to both parties to act with proper caution

for their own security till by frequent communication a perfect

confidence may be established between them.

Given under my Hand, St. Jolin's, ist July, 1764.

H P
To Mr. Jens Haven to be dispersed amongst the Indians

on the Coast of Labiadoi.

By Command of His Excellency,

(Signed) JNO. Horsenaill.

This laudable design of Sir Hugh, however, failed of

its purpose ; for, when Haven met the Eskimos and, after

reading the passport, presented it to them, " they shrunk

back terrified, and would not be persuaded to touch it,

for they supposed it to be a living creature, having seen

me speak words from it." This, however, anticipates

somewhat. Haven found it quite difficult to make his

way from St. John's to Labrador. The English mer-

chants interested in the Newfoundland trade had just

extended their operations to that coast, and communi-

cations were infrequent.

From Jens Haven's Journal, which he gave to Sir

Hugh Palliser, and which is preserved at the Record

Office, we learn that he went north with three shallops,

which were going to Labrador to fish, and arrived at

Carpunt on August 17th. Here they were joined by four

shallops, which had just come from Labrador, and

reported that a great number of Eskimos had been at

York Harbour, and had driven away the English by

ilii



THE MORAVIAN BRETHREN 357

their usual tactics of a sudden surprise and unearthly

yells.

The fleet of fishing boats being increased to ten, Jens

Haven persuaded them to set out again for the Labrador

coast, but their hearts failed them on the way across,

and they scampered back to Carpunt.

Haven then went on board Capt. Cook's vessel, and

was kindly received by the great navigator, who was

then engiged in surveying the northern parts of New-

foundland and Labrador. Took arranged for him to be

taken to Labrador by aii Irish vessel fishing at St.

Julian's, and he finally landed at the much-desired bourne

on August 24th. But the Eskimos had left Chateau Bay,

and he was taken back to Carpunt, greatly disappointed.

Here he found a Capt. Thompson and Capt Nicholas

Darby, and learned that the Eskimos had been there in

his absence. But a few days afterward they returned,

seeking to trade with a French captain whom they had

been in the habit of meeting there. The encounter is

best described in Haven's own words :

—

"September 4th, 1764, was the joyful day I had so

long wished for, when one Eskimaux came into the

harbour to see ifCaptain Galliot was there. While I was

preparing to go to him he had turned, and was departing

to return to his countrymen, who lay in the mouth of the

harbour, with the intelligence that the Captain had

sailed. I called out to him in Greenlandish that he

should come to me, that I had words to say to him, and

that I was his good friend. He was astonished at my
speech, and answered in broken French ; but I begged

him to speak in his own language, which I understood,

and to bring his countrymen, as I wished to speak to

them also ; on which he went to them, and cried with a

loud voice ' Our friend is come.'

I i
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"

I had hardly put on my Greenland clothes when five

of them arrived in their own boats. I went to meet

them, and said, ' I have long desired to see you
!

'
They

replied, ' Here is an innuit
!

' I answered, ' I am your

countryman and friend!' They rejoined, 'Thou art

indeed our countryman." The joy on both sides was

very great, and we continued in conversation for a con-

siderable time, when at last they invited me to

accompany them to an island about an hour's row from

the shore, where I should find their wives and children,

who would give me a cordial welcome. I well knew

that in doing this I put myself entirely in their power

;

but conceiving it to be of essential service to our

Saviour's cause that I should venture my life among

them, and endeavour to become better acquainted with

their nature, I turned simply to Him and said, ' I will go

with them in Thy name. If they kill me, my work on

earth is done, and I shall live with Thee ; but if they

spare my life, I will firmly believe that it is Thy will that

they should hear and believe the Gospel.'

" The pilot and a sailor, who put me ashore, remained

in the boat, and pushed off a little way from the land

to see what would become of me. I was immediately

surrounded, and everyone seemed anxious to show me

his family. I gave every boy two fish-hooks, and every

woman two or three sewing needles ; and after con-

versing about two hours, left them, with a promise of

being soon with them again. In the afternoon I re-

turned with the pilot, who wished to trade with them.

I begged them to remain in this place during the night,

V-it not to steal anything from our people, and showed

ine danger of doing this. They said, ' The Europeans

steal also." I answered, ' If they do so, let me know, and

they shall be punished.' I seized every opportunity to

i/ 'A
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say something about the Saviour, to which they listened
with great attention. I then invited them to visit me
next morning, and took leave.

"Next morning, accordingly, eighteen Esquimaux
came in their boats. I went out to sea to meet them,
and as the French Captain was frightened at the sight
of such a crowd, I only allowed six of them to come
ashore with me, and directed the others to land some-
where else. .... I then got into a boat and went
with them again to their families, who received me as
before, with the greatest show of kindness. In the
evening three French and one English boat arrived
full of Esquimaux. The men came immediately to see
me, and requested I would visit them in their tents. I
read to them a letter written by the missionary John
Beck, in the name of the Greenlanders, and as I spoke
to them of the Saviour's death they appeared struck
with terror—supposing that they were being upbraided
for some of their former murders. On which I showed
them that he was a great friend to mankind—but they
had no understanding of spiritual things.

"To my astonishment I spoke to them with much
more ease than I supposed I could have done, and they
expressed great affection for me, insisting always upon
my being present at all their trading transactions with
the sailors, to adjust matters between them, ' for,' said
they, 'you are our friend I' When retiring, they entreated
me to come again and bring my brethren with me."

Sir Hugh Palliser was greatly pleased with this
successful beginning to the good work. He sent Haven
to England in the Lark frigate, and gave him a letter
of introduction to the Board of Trade, setting forth the
importance of the work thus begun, and asking for their
influence and assistance. This was readily granted, and
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the next year Haven, accompanied by three of the

Moravian Brethren—Christian Draehardt, John Hill,

and Andrew Schlozer—were sent out in a man-of-war

to Newfoundland. Here they were fortified again by a

Proclamation, reading as follows :

—

Proclamation of Governor in Reference to Moravians,

i;65.

BY HIS EXCELLENCY HUGH PALLISER, ETC.

Whereas the Society of the Unitas Fratrum, under the

protection of His Majesty have, from a pious zeal for pro-

moting the knowledge of a tnie God and of the religion

of our Beloved Lord the Saviour, Jesus Christ, amongst the

Heathens, formed a resolution of establishing a mission of

their brothers upon the Coast of Labrador; for that purpose

we have appointed John Hill, Christian Drachart, Jens Haven

and Christian Schlozer to effect this pious purpose; and

whereas the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty and the

Lords Commissioners of Trade and Plantations have signified

to me their entire approbation of an undertaking so commend-

able in itself and that promises so great benefit to the pubUck

;

These are, therefore, to certify all persons whom it may

concern that the said John Hill, Christian Drachart, Jens

Haven, and Christopher Schlozer, are under His Majesty's

protection and all Officers Civil and Military, and all others

His Majesty's subjects -vithin my Government, are hereby

strict'y charged and required not to give any intemiption or

hindrance to the said John Hill, Christian Drachart, Jens

Haven and Christian Schlozer, but to afford them every aid

and friendly assistance for the success of their pious under-

taking for the benefit of mankind in general and of His

Majesty's subjects in particular.

Given under my hand and seal, 30th April, 1765.

Hugh Pallisbr.

By Command of His Encellency,

John Horsnaill.

\l
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They were sent to Chateau in H.M.S. Niger under
the command of Sir Thomas Adams, where they
arrived on July 17th. They then separated, Haven
and Schlozer going north in H.M. sloop Hope to look
for the Eskimos, while Drachart and Hill remained
with the Niger. The former were very unfortunate
and did not meet any of the savages, as it proved
to be customary for them to travel south at that
season "f the year on trading or marauding expedi-
tions.

Drachardt and Hill were therefore more successful,

and very soon hundreds of Eskimos appeared in the
harbour. When the first kayaks approached the ship,

they uttered the French words, " Tous cammarades, oui,

heel" to which Drachardt replied in Greenlandish,
using the common form of salutation, " We are friends "

;

they at once responded with the counterpart, " We are
also thy friends." .Some of them had met Haven in

the previous year and inquired affectionately for him,
and all were delighted to find other white men who
could speak their language. With reassuring speeches
they invited Drachardt to visit their camp, to which he
at once agreed.

There, surrounded by over three hundred savages,
he began to converse with them in their own language.
He told them he had come from the Karalit in the
Far East, of whom they had no knowledge, but who
knew of them, and that those distant Karalits were
very anxious that they should hear the very important
news he had for them.

He then began to tell of the Saviour and Creator of
the world. Never had the great story been told to
more unpromising listeners, and their comments and
questions showed how little prepared they were to

I I
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understand what was said to them. But their friendli-

ness and pleasure were unmistakable.

Very shortly Sir Hugh Palliser arrived at Chateau

in the Guernsey, and through the agency of the

Brethren made that peace with the Eskimos which

has been referred to in a previous chapter.

Altogether, their intercourse was most successful,

and when at the end of the season the Brethren took

leave of their new friends, they were entreated to come

again, which they readily promised to do.

Unfortunately, several years were to elapse before

their promise could be fulfilled, and in the interval

several ruptures took place between the white fisher-

men and the Eskimos. Two of these frays have been

already noted—that of the American whalers com-

plained of by Palliser, and the other at Darby's whahng

station at Cape Charles.

The cause of the delay was the difficulty the

Moravians had in obtaining a grant of land and other

privileges, which they deemed absolutely necessary for

the successful conduct of their mission. They asked

for 100,000 acres of land for each settlement they

should make on the Labrador.

This seemed to have aroused the suspicions of the

Board of Trade, and even Palliser demurred. His pet

scheme was that the Labrador coast should be kept

strictly for the ship fishery from Great Britain, and

grants of land were to be rigidly refused. He wanted

sailors for the Navy, not settlers. But the Mora>rians

were f n. With remarkable prescience they pointed

out tha it was absolutely necessary that they should

be able to protect their flock from the contaminating

influence of chance traders. Mr. James Hutton, the

secretary of the London Society, declared "that it



THE MORAVIAN BRETHREN »«3

would be better to leave them ignorant of the Gospel
than that by means of spirituous liquors, quarrels, brutal

lusts, or bad neighbourhood, they should draw back
from the Gospel. The only way to prevent quarrelling

and violence would be to grant us absolute property in

the land, upon which none should be allowed to stay

except on good behaviour,"

Falliser and Hutton had a hot argument on the

subject, " yet mixed with much cordiality and affection,

Falliser's hand on Button's and Hutton's hand on
Falliser's shoulder—shot for shot, friendly and warm,
and without the least air of reserve."

Finally, on May 3rd, 1769, the Moravian Brethren

obtained their grant on their own terms. By its means
their Missionaries, through many years of patient

labour, unnoticed, unpraised, unrewarded on this earth,

have gradually won the entire Eskimo population of

the East Coast of Labrador to the Christian verity, and
'- .ve undoubtedly been the means of preserving the

race from extinction.

This grant reads as follows :

—

If

I
;

Ordir in Council granting land to Moravians at

Fsquinumx Bay, 1769.

AT THE COURT OF ST. JAMES,
The 3RD day of May, 1769.

Whireas there was this day read at the Board a Report from

the Right Honorable the Lords of the Committee 0? Council

for Plantation Affairs ; Dated the 20th of last month, in the

words following, viz :

—

"Your Majesty having been pleased by Your Order in

Council of the 30th Febraary last to refer unto this Committee

a Representation from the Lords Commi- ioners for Trade

and Plantations set'ing forth that they have had under their

i\
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consideration a memorial pretented bf the E«rl of Hilh-

borough, one of Your Majeity't Prindp«l SecreUriei of State,

on behalf of the Society of Unitai Fratrum, suting, That the

laid Society are desiroui of prosecuting their intention of

esublishing a Mission on the Western Coast of Labrador for

the purpose of civiliring and instructing the Savages called

Esquimaux, inhabiting that Coast, in which undertaking the

Memorialists represent that they have already taken some steps

in consequence of encouragement received from the Board in

1765; but that there is a necessity of having permission to

occupy such a quantity of land on that Continent as may

induce the Esquimaux to settle around the Missionaries ; that

for this purpose they have pitched upon Esquimaux Bay and

praying for a grant on that spot of one hundred thousand

acres of land, or about twelve miles square ; with liberty in

common of other British subjects of fishing and trading on

that Coast, submitting at the same time the expediency of the

Government erecting a blockhouse near the said intended

settlement to protect the Esquimaux and their Missionaries

from violence and encroachments of any disorderly people

who might happen to come into the Bay.

Whereupon the said lords Commissioners represent that in

the year 1765 the Society above mentioned with the approba-

tion of the Government deputed four of their brethren to

visit and explore the Coast of Labrador with a view to propa-

gate the Gospel among the savage inhabitants ; those persons

though unavoidably prevented fi-om completing their design

in the full extent did however by the assistance and under the

direction of Mr. Palliser, Your Majesty's Governor in Nevf-

foundland, make some progress in the laudable work of their

mission by establishing an intercourse and concluding a treaty

with those savages. Whereupon in the year following, upon

the favourable report made to Your Majesty's said Government

touching the conduct and behaviour of their said Missionaries

and in consequence of a petition of the said Society, the

Board of Trade did in an humble ~presenUtion to Your
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Majetty dated March ayth, 1766, lubmit, whether it might not

be adviuble to allow this Society to occupy luch a district of

land, not exceeding one hundred thousand acres, upon the

Coast of Labrador as they should think best situated for the

purposes of their Mission, from the opinion of their predeces-

sors in office they see no* reason to dissent and as they do in

like manner with them think it advisable to encourage and

promote a settlement of this sort, as well from the pious and

laudable object of its institution, as from the public and com-

mercial advantage to be derived from it ; they beg leave humbly

to recommend to Your Majesty that the Society, or any persons

deputed by the Society, for that purpose may be allowed by an

order of Your Majesty in Council to occupy and possess during

Your Majesty's pleasure one hundred thousand acres of land

in Esquimaux Bay on the Coast of Labrador as they shall find

most suitable to their purpose, and that Your Majesty's Gover-

nor of Newfoundland may be directed by the said Order to

give them all reasonable assistance and support in forming

such establishment, and by a Proclamation to be published

in Your Majesty's name signifying that this establishment is

formed under Your Majesty's express authority and direction,

to warn all persons from molesting and disturbing the said

settlers ; and in case it shall appear to him to be necessary for

their welfare and security, that one or more of the principal

Missionaries shall be vested with the authority of Justice of

the Peace, that he should in such case issue the proper com-

mission for that purpose, conformable to the powers delegated

to him by Your Majesty's Commission under the Great Seal.

With respect to the matter of erecting a blockhouse near the

s^d intended settlement for the defence of the Esquimaux

and the Missionaries and for the general protection of the

British Trade and Fishery, they do not think themselves justi-

fied in advising Your Majesty to comply with a request that

would very probably be attended with considerable public ex-

pense, and for which there does not appear to be any im-

mediate necessity ; but as they think it highly proper that
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reuonablc and naxutxj meuurei ibould be uken for the

•ecurity of those who thall ctubliih themKlves on thii uvige

and undvilized Coatt, they would humbly recommend Your

Mijaty to direct, that the penoni who ahall engage in thii

•ettlement shall be furnished out of Your Majesty's Stores with

fifty muskets and a proportionate quantity of ammunition

which they consider may be sufficient for their personal security

and defence. The Lords of the Committee in obedience to

Your Majesty's said Order of reference this day took into

then consideration the said representotiei- and do humbly

report to Your Majesty that they agree 'ii opinion with what

is above proposed by the Lords Commissioners for Trade and

Plantations.

The Synod of the Moravian Chuich in London at

once began to make plans for a permanent settlement

Before this could be done, however, it was necessary

that a more extended reconnoitring expedition should

be made. A vessel called the Jersey Packet was pur-

chased, and a most fortunate choice of a captain made

in the person of Francis Mugford. The history of the

Moravian ships and their captains is one of the most re-

markable in the records of navigation. For 137 years

they have made an annual trip to this stormy, ice-beset,

and still uncharged coast, but have not yet lost a vessel.

Jens Haven, Christian Drachardt, and Stephen

Jensen were placed in charge of this expedition. The

vessel sailed on May 17th, 1770, and on June 24th

arrived off Amitok Island near Nain. This was the

nominal anniversary of Cabot's discovery, but owing

to the change in the calendar was in reality twelve

days earlier. This is an important argument in the

discussion of Cabot's land-fall.

Proceeding northward they soon fell in with the

Eskimos, among whom they found an old acquaint-
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ance, Segulliak. Mikak and her husband Tuglavina

were also in the neighbourhood, and shortly ir^-^c

their appearance. Mikak was arrayed in the gorj^ us

dress which had been presented to her in Eng and.

and had not forgotten the little English she hid

learned. By virtue of her larger experiences, 01

perhaps of her dress, Mikak had gained considerable

authority over her tribe as well as her husband, and

freely exercised it on behalf of the Missionaries."

She had told her people that the Brethren intended

to live among them, and when they confirmed her

report, the Eskimos gave vent to extraordinary ex-

pressions of joy.

Having selected the locality now known as Nain

for their first settlement, they felt it but right that

they should obtain the consent of the Eskimos to

their appropriation of it. The matter was explained

with some difficulty, and a gift made to each family.

A document was then drawn up recording the trans-

action, and the principal Eskimos were required to

make a mark upon it opposite their names, to signify

their acceptance of the bargain.

A piece of ground was then chosen and marked at

the four comers by stones, bearing the inscription,

"G. Ill, 1770, and U. F., 1770."

Sir Hugh Palliser had given Mikak a very spacious

tent; this was erected, and from its shelter the

venerable Missionary Drachardt preached his first

sermon to an assemblage of about 800 people. All

listened with great attention, and when Mikak and

Tuglavina spoke in support of the statements made

by Drachardt, they were all visibly affected. The

' A portion of Mikak's famous dms was still in the possession of her

grandson, Joseph Palliser, in 1870.

! .1
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remembrance of the murders they had committed

weighed heavily on their minds, and they greatly

feared that the Missionaries would take away the

boats they had stolen on their marauding expeditions.

At length the time came for the Missionaries' depart-

ure. Mikak sent two white fox skins to the Dowager

Princess of Wales, a black fox to the Duke of

Gloucester, and two red ones to Sir Hugh Pr.lliser.

The heads of the tribes gave many assurances that

they would live in peace with the Europeans, and

with many promises of a return in the following year

the Brethren set sail for England.

The deepest consideration was given to every detail

of the preparation for the new colony, and their plans

were wisely and truly laid. The company chosen for

the work were Jens Haven and his newly-married wife,

an Englishwoman ; Christian Drachardt, the old Green-

land Missionary who desired only to end his days in

labouring for the conversion of the Eskimos ; Chris-

topher Braasen, a physician and surgeon, accompanied

by his wife
;
John Schneider and his wife ; Stephen

Jensen, who was to take charge of the trade ; and six

single Brethren.

The frame of a house was prepared, ail ready to

set up, and a large vessel, the Amity, purchased to

carry the party and their stores to the chosen spot.

On the eve of their departure the old church in

Fetter Lane was the scene of a memorable gathering

of Brethren and their sympathizers, when the work

and the workers were commended to the care and

protection of the Almighty.

On May 8th, 1771, the Amity, commanded by

Captain Mugford, set sail, but did not arrive at her

destination until August 8th. They immediately began
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to set up their house, and by great exertions had it

completed on Se Jtember 22nd. O . the 24th the

Amity sailed on her return voyage, leaving the little

colony fairly comfortably settled for the winter.

Mikak and Tuglavina were again present and greatly

assisted the Missionaries, but nevertheless they felt that

their position was often a very dangerous one, requiring

them to be continually on their guard, "with a tool in

one hand and a weapon in the other." The aged Mis-

sionary, Drachardt, in the meanwhile devoted himself to

preaching and speaking to the Eskimos, endeavouring

to awaken in them some idea of the great truths of the

Christian religion.

In 1772 the ship which was to take out supplies to the

settlement first made a fishing voyage to the Banks, in

an endeavour to reduce the cost of the adventure. But

this delayed her so much that she only reached Nain

at the end of October. At that time the Brethren had

despaired of receiving any succour that season, and were

reduced to gathering berries for their sustenance.

The next year Sir M. Shuldham, Governor of New-

foundland, sent Lieut Roger Curtis to visit the

Brethren's settlement. His report is most interesting.

It is full of praise for the methods of the Brethren, and

wonder at the work already accomplished. In temporal

things he found that they had built a substantial living

house and store-house, had erected a saw-mill, and laid

out a garden which provided them with salads and

some vegetables.

The work of proselytizing was naturally of slow

growth, and the Eskimos then showed but little indica-

tion of understanding the teaching of the Brethren,

but they had made a good beginning in that they had

already won their hearts. The following extracts from m
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Curtis's report are so vivid that it were a pity not to

quote them. Of the Missionaries he writes :

—

" Shielded by virtue, they find the protection of arms

unnecessary. None of the Eskimos presume to come
within the palisades without permission. They have

been told that they must not, and obey with the most

satisfied and patient submissioi:. In their contro-

versies they appeal to the Missionaries. Sloth begins

to be discountenanced among them, and labour, which

was heretofore thought af with detestation, is now
practised w'th applause. Thus it is that by means

of this laudable Society, a herd of barbarous savages

are in a fair way to become useful subjects, and the

adventurers on the coast will prosecute their business

in greater security."

In the following year jurisdiction over the coast of

Labrador was transferred from Newfoundland to the

Province of Quebec, during which regime no enquiry

into the work of the Missions seems to have been

made.

The task assumed by the Moravian Missionaries was

mos^ difficult and complex. How to reach the souls

of this savage people, to teach them the simplest Chris-

tian truths, and to explain and to inculcate almost

every principle of morality, was a problem which exer-

cised all their wisdom and patience. Then there was

the economic question, how to provide for the little

colonies that gathered around them, and how to teach

the Eskimos to provide fcr themselves. Added to these

was the great difficulty in keeping the spiritual ripart

from the temporal. The Eskimos soon saw what was

required of them, and the desire for Europep.ii goods

increasing in proportion to the supply, there was
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great temptation to pretend to conversion and reforma-

tion.

The Missionaries had to be constantly on guard

against being deceived by their protestations. T ong

periods of probation were necessary before they could

be certain that the applicants were genuinely con-

verted.

It was not until 1776 that they finally adjudged a

man named Kingrainguse to be worthy of baptism.

The ceremony was made as solemn and impressive as

possible, and both candidate and congregation were

much affected, and indeed quite overpowered.

A neighbour of Kingminguse at once professed his

anxiety to receive baptism also ; but another man

voiced the more general feeling when he declared

that he too believed very much, but what he wanted at

presert was a knife.

Kingminguse was christened by the name of Peter,

and for a long time remained faithful to his vows, but

in 1789 he relapsed after a visit to the south. He took

to himself two or three wives, and when expostulated

with, declared that he required them to " man " his boat.

He finally left the Moravian settlement and went south,

and his ultimate fate is unknown.

The Brethren soon saw that one settlement would

not be sufficient for them to carry on their work to the

best advantage.

The Eskimos were in the habit of roving from place

to place on the coast, now north, now south, and from

the outer fringe of islands in the pursuit of seals to the

interior, where they sought caribou and salmon. It was

impossible for the Missionaries to follow them every-

where, although they attempted to do so, and wherever

the Eskimos got out of touch, it was found that they

I
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returned to their old habits and superstitions. For
these reasons other centres were established. A second
grant was obtained from the Privy Council in 1775which resulted in the founding of the settlement atOkak, about 150 miles north of Nain; and a third

^r?^'"u
'''*' **"=" ""= "'"'°" °f Hopedale was

started about 150 miles south of Nain.
Hitherto, the Missionaries in their endeavour to con-

vert the Eskimos had but to combat the superstitions
and habits of heathendom, but from now on their
anxieties and labours were greatly increased by the
gradual advance from the south of fishermen and
traders-French Canadians, West Countrymen, Ameri-
cans and Newfoundlanders. For the sake of their
trade the poor Eskimos were seduced with rum
tobacco and useless European goods. The temptation
to travel south m the summer was thus greatly in-

as that of the Moravians, and the goods he offered in
Darter were more attractive.

Many of the most promising members of the Mora-
vians congregations falling under this temptation re-
lapsed into their original barbarism, further darkenedby the vices of the white race.

south' ^^'^"'"/'f *f ^' '° P"=™"* «"» "ig^tion
south and used, for them, quite bitter words on theharmful influence of the white traders. For the first
fifteen years of the Mission. George Cartwright was the
principa trader on the coast, who it may be remem-
bered also clainied the credit of having civilized the
Eskimos. Of the Moravians, Cartwright said with asneer that he believed it was for the purpose of l^dethey had come, and not to convert the heathen
Among the unfortunate ones were Mikak and Tug-
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lavina. After beini largely instrumental in the peace-

ful establishment of the Missionaries and apparently

sincere converts, they unhappily made a voyage south

in 1783, when all their vows were forgotten. Poor

Mikak did not return to Nain until 1795, but a few days

before her death. She sent for the Missionaris.' and

expressed her deep sorrow for her misspent life and

broken promises, and received such comfort as was

possible. The vicissitudes of her life were certainly

extraordinary, and her experiences far beyond those of

any of her nation before and perhaps since. Tuglavina

was a man of very great influence among his people,

and after his relapse became a great thorn in the sides

of the Missionaries, inducing many of the better dis-

posed of the Eskimos to go south and to leave their

congregation. He was known to have committed

several murders, and to have instigated several more ; in

short, his life was evil even for an Eskimo. But even in

his dark and desperate nature the seeds of the Mora-
vians' teaching still lingered. About the time of

Mikak's death he also returned to Nain, and begged

again to be taken into the congregation. So far as

could be seen he was sincerely repentant and died

in 1799 in the odour of sanctity. " A singular object,"

says the Missionary diary, "of the mercy of the

Saviour, who followed him through all his perverse and
wicked ways with infinite patience and long suffering,

until at last He drew him to Himself"

There are few instances of greater self-sacrifice than

the lives of the Moravian Missionaries on the Labrador.

Yet there has never been any lar'.: of volunteers anxious

to follow the example of Jens Haven. He, good man,
remained at his post until the infirmities of old age

compelled him to give up. He felt that if he remained
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he would become a burden to the little colony of Mis-

sionaries, and a hindrance rather than a help to the

work, whose advancement he so greatly desired, and he

therefore asked to be relieved. He was accordingly

retired to Hermhut in 1786, after thirty years' service

in the work to which he had devoted himself. There

he spent his declining years happily and peacefully,

dying in 1794.
.

Labrador owes much to his devotion, piety, and

wisdom. It was at his instigation that the work was

begun, and he was the principal agent in carrying it on

through the trying and almost unproductive early years.

But for him the energies of the Moravian Church might

not have been turned to the requirements of the heathen

Eskimos on the Labrador, in which case, it is more than

probable, the race would have been long agt extinct.

At the beginning of the eighteenth cer.tuy it was

estimated that there were 30,000 Eskimos in Labrador,

but I am inclined to think the number greatly over-

estimated. The early French settlers certainly saw

hundreds together in the Straits of Belle Isle at that

period, and therefore surmised that the whole coast was

peopled in like manner. But we have learned that the

southern journey each summer was an invariable cus-

tom, so that the numbers seen by the French were

probably the whole population from Hamilton Inlet

south. The four hundred Eskimos with whom Palliser

made peace at Chateau in 1764 were no doubt the

remnants of the southern tribes. The Moravian Bre-

thren estimated that there were about 3000 Eskimos

on the coast at the beginning of their administrations.

This did not include those living within Hudson's

Straits, where they were thought to be in greater num-

bers than on the east coast
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At the close of the eighteenth century, after thirty

years' of administration, the number of Eskimos livine
on the Moravians' settlements were as follows :—
At Nain 63 personi, of whom 30 professed Christianity.
„ Hopedale ci „ ,,
"Okak 48 ,; ,;

"
;;

This apparently small result for so many years of
devoted teaching shows the magnitude and difficulty of
the task. At this period twenty-six Missionaries were
employed in the work. The Amitj', which conveyed
the first colony of Moravians to Labrador, continued to
make yearly trips without particnlar adventures under
the command of Captain Francis Mugford. In July,
1777, a sloop called the Good Intent was purchased and
contmued in service until 1780. This vessel was cap-
tured by the French on her homeward voyage in 177s
but was retaken by an English cruiser. This event
caused the application to be made for a passport from
the French and Americans, which was readily given.
The latter document was furnished by Benjamin
Franklin, then minister from the United States at
the Court of France. It is dated April i ith, 1779 and
is as follows :—

"To all Captains and Commanders of Vessels of
War Privateers, and Letters of Marque belonging to
the United States Government of America.

" Gentlemen,—The Religious society commonly called
Moravian Brethren, having established a Mission on the
coast of Labrador for the conversion of the savages
there to the Christian religion, which has already had
good effects in turning them from their ancient practices
01 surprising and plundering and murdering the white
people, Americans and Europeans, who for the purposes

ii
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of trade or fishery happened to come to the coast, and

^rsuading them to lead a new life of honest mdustry.

^d to treat strangers with humanity »«> todness

" And it being necessary for the support of this uselul

Mission, that a small vessel should go th"e even^ye«

to furnish supplies and necessaries for the M.s lonanes

and their converts, which vessel f°' *« P";?"^;" '!

a sloop of about seventy tons called the Good Intent,

whereof is master Captain Francis Mugford,

"This is to request you that if the sa.d vessel should

happen to fall into your hands you would not suffer her

to be plundered or hindered in her voyage, but on the

contrary would afford her any assistance she may stand

in need oft wherein I am confident your conduct will

be approved by the Congress and your owners.

From 1780 to 1786 the Amity wa^Jg^i" '" =°";

Mission, but in 1787 she was replaced by the first

Harmony, a vessel of 133 tons built especially for the

Mission, which remained in service until 1802.

In 1782 Captain Mugford was succeeded by Captain

^^AmongT'the earliest works undertaken by the

Eskimo Brethren was the translation of the Scriptures

into the Eskimo language. As the translations were

finished they were printed in England and returned for

the use of the little congregations.

Schools were established very early and were always

most successful. Letters from Hopedale in 1797 state

that two Englishmen had come to settle near them, and

that one, William Watson, had arrived at their settlement

on January 27th, seeking to obtain supplies from them.

Seven other Europeans were reported in the neighbour-

hood, two of them having married Eskimo women. A

curious phenomenon was observed in the heavens on
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three occasions during the winter of 1799. It consisted

of a vast quantity of inflammable matter in the air

which seemed to pour itself towards the earth in im-

mense fiery rays and balls. Probably some remarkable

variety of the aurora.
I
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CHAPTER XIV

THE MORAVIAN BRETHREN—CoflAVuarf

THE Moravian Brethren have often been very

harshly criticized because of the trade they car-

ried on in connection with their Missions on the

Labrador.

A study of the problems with which they were

confronted, however, must convince any unprejudiced

person of the injustice of these animadversions.

Trading was very unwillingly entered into. In the

very beginning, when Erhardt planned his disastrous

voyage. Count Zinzendorf strongly objected to trading

in the name of the Brethren ; and consequently the

commercial part of that venture was undertaken by the

London firm, Messrs. Nisbet, Grace, and Bell. When,

however, permanent establishments were about to be

made, it became apparent that trade in some sort would

have to be carried on. Hutton's reasons for this

decision have already been given in the account of the

negotiations with the Board of Trade. The icy fast-

nesses of Labrador were already being invaded by the

trader. From the beginning of the eighteenth century

the southern Eskimo tribes had been in the habit of

trading with the French fishermen and settlers in the

Straits of Belle Isle; and the desire for European

goods, boats, utensils, weapons, food, and clothes was

already intense and must be gratified by fair means

i;8

•.;
I



THE MORAVIAN BRETHREN 279

or foul—generally the latter. We have already heard

of continual conflicts arising out of trading disputes,

always in the end resulting in the plunder and slaughter

of the Eskimos. The practices of the traders of that

day were not humanitarian, and no idea of mutual

benefit entered into their calculations when trading

with the Eskimos. To obtain their goods at the

least possible expense was their sole aim, and rum and

tobacco soon became the chief articles given in exchange.

To preserve their flock from this contaminating in-

fluence was one of the greatest cares of the Brethren,

and to obviate any necessity for the intercourse their

own trade was established. It has also been pointed out

that the Eskimos were nomads, and if they were to be

civilized and instructed it was necessary for an attractive

central dep6t to be made where they could be gradually

collected and kept within touch. It is certain that had
not the Brethren established a trade for the benefit of

the Eskimo as well as for the support of the Mission,

their labours would have ended long ago. The
northern Eskimos would have flocked south, seeking

the wonderful new implements and food, and would

have shared the fate of the numerous tribes that once

inhabited the southern coast, but have been now long

extinct.

The trading interests have always been separated

as far as possible from the spiritual work. A Society

connected with the Moravian Church, known as the

" Brethrens' Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel

Among the Heathen," generally called the "London
Association," under the support of the Labrador Mission,

and a certain number of the members of this Society,

who were called the "Ship's Company," assumed the

trading enterprise, and continued to have the manage-

I
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ment of it until 1797. The terms upon whicli the

company managed the business have not been ascer-

tained.

After 1797, the " Society for the Furtherance of the

Gospel " took over the management of the trade.

With all the unfavourable criticism this practice has

caused, no one has yet charged the Society as a whole,

or any member of it, with having traded for their

personal advantage. The whole proceeds have been

devoted to the upkeep of the Mission, and have but

seldom been more than sufficient to defray the heavy

expenses incurred. On a few occasions it is reported

that the London Associati^ >:i had a surplus, which they

paid over to the General *= nod for the benefit of the

Missions in general.

It has been no easy task for the Brethren to prevent

the trade from interfering with their spiritual work, and

it has often been the occasion of considerable dis-

satisfaction and jealousy among the Eskimos. To

maintain the trade on business principles, so that

industry and straight dealing should meet their due

reward, necessitated, on the other hand, a seeming hard-

ness to the lazy and careless, which the Eskimos

thought quite incompatible with the lessons of love and

pity taught by the spiritual end of the enterprise.

Every year since the inception of their Missions

the Moravian Brethren have published a report of

their work, carried on, not only in Labrador, but in

all parts of world, letters from Missionaries, or por

tions of their diaries, accompany each annual report,

and in the case of Labrador form a consecutive history

of the country. As is to be expected, their evangelical

work is their first concern and constitutes the bulk of

their reports, but in addition one finds invaluable
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recdrds of climatic conditions, of the supply of seals,

whales, codfish, etc., on the coast, caribou and fur-

bearing animals in the interior, and the consequent

efiect on the Eskimos.

The following account of the work of the Brethren

is taken mainly from these reports.

The beginning of the nineteenth century found the

Moravian Missionaries firmly established on the northern

coast of Labrador, but their efforts at converting the

Eskimos had not met with marked success. The
superstitions of long ages were not easily rooted out

nor the customs easy to change, seeing that, how-
ever repugnant they were to civilized and Christian

ideas, many of them were still not unsuited to the

Eskimo manner of life. Their lack of success is a

continual plaint in the Missionaries diaries ; every back-

slider is wept over, and every convert joyfully acclaimed.

It was probably a result of the teaching of the children

in schools for nearly a generation that the first real

spiritual wakening became general. In 1801 it is

reported that many could read tolerably well, and the

first book printed in the Eskimo language, a history of

the Pa. 'on Week, was eagerly studied and read aloud

in theii homes. Their love of music and singing was

very early noticed, and the singing of hymns became a

regular practice and delight to them. Later on they

were taught to play on instruments of various kinds,

and their musical capacity has been encouraged until

now they have both a brass and a string band which

perform quite acceptably.

It was in 1804-5 'hat the Missionaries first wrote

cheerfully of the spiritual condition of their flock.

One writes :
' Thus the many prayers offered up and

tears shed by our brethren and sisters in Labrador, on M
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account of the conversion of the Eskimo nation, begin

after thirty-four years to show their fruit." It wm at

Hopedale that this encouraging condition of affairs

was first observed. "There," the Missionaries write,

"is at present a small congregation of believing

Eskimos, blooming like a beautiful rose." A some-

what unhappy choice of a simile. Many remarkable

instances of conversions are given, often of those

who had previously been the most opposed to the

teaching of the Brethren and most wedded to their

barbarous habits and superstitions. The effect of con-

version upon a noted Eskimo sorcerer is thus described :

"The ferocious and terrific countenance of this late

monster of iniquity, which made one tremble at his

appearance, is now converted into a mild and gentle

aspect ; the savage bear has become a gentle lamb.

The children were also remarkably affected, and at-

tended the schools with the greatest assiduity and

interest. The difficulty of providing for their con-

eregations, or rather of inculcating habits of industry

and economy so that the Eskimos could provide for

themselves, often prevented the heathen Eskimo from

joining them. A number of them came from Nackvak

to Okak at this time and professed a willingness to be

taught, but pointed out to the Missionaries that if they

left their own country they would starve. The prob-

ability of which the Brethren could not deny.

The plurality of wives, which was a custom of the

Eskimos founded on economic principles, was a most

difficult problem for the Brethren. Apparently they

did not in every case at once insist upon its abandon-

ment, for an instance is recorded about this time of

the death of the two wives of one of their converts

within a very few hours of each other. The women
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had not formally joined their congregation, but it was

hoped had not heard the Gospel in vain. There was a

curious sequel to the death of these two women. In

the neighbourhood was an Angekok, or sorcerer, who

was greatly feared by the Eskimos. In order to in-

crease his importance, he gave out that he had caused

their deaths—a rash boast, which at once caused him

to be attacked and killed by their husband. He richly

deserved his fate, for a short time before, when his wife

had died, he had barbarously murdered an orphan child

in some sort of heathen rite.

But, it is feared, the conversions were yet often very

superficial. A serious illness, an accident, or ?ny mis-

fortune was as likely to turn converts back to their

heathenish practices as it was in the first instance to

bring them under the guidance of the Brethren. One

old man, Thcmas, at whose conversion there had been

great rejoicing, being taken ill and suffering great pain,

abjured all his vows and sought relief in barbarous

incantations. " Indeed, during all last winter, his be-

haviour was very oppressive to his whole family, and

particularly to his two wives, who are both communicants

and very worthy women" Which is quite an illuminating

little story. Plurality of wives is still a custom among

the heathen Eskimos of the far noith, and, in the

opinion of recent travellers, cannot well be avoided.

(Voyage of the s.s. Neptune, 1907.)

In the early part of the century we hear first of the

advance of the white man upon the Moravian precincts.

Hitherto the Brethren had been occupied in preventing

their flock from going south, but now the dangerous and

contaminating white man were beginning to come to

them. The furriers were the pioneers ; the genuine

fishermen did not arrive until many years later. They

I
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seemed to have been independent men, not working for

the Hudson Bay Company, or any particular mercantile

concern. In many instances they married Eskimo

women, and settled permanently in the country, form-

ing the nucleus of the present white or mixed breed

population.

In 1802 the first Hamumy was sold, and was replaced

by the brig Resolution, which continued in service until

1808. This vessel had an adventurous voyage back to

England in 1804, being twice pursued by a French

frigate, and only escaping by reason of the boisterous

weather which prevailed. European wars were naturally

of the greatest interest to the exiled Brethren, and

many are the prayers which went up from Labrador

that England should be spared from the invader. It is

amusing to find them congratulating themselves that

they live "on this barren coast and in the midst of

a savage nation in perfect peace and safety, and

experience none of those miseries which many of

the poor inhabitants of Europe suffer during the

war"; and adding, "We wish your southern neigh-

bours, the French, were more like our Eskimos in

disposition."

During all these early years the Eskimos, and in a

lesser degree the Brethren themselves, seemed to be

living on the verge of starvation. Their food supply

was most precarious. Some years they haJ a super-

abundance of seals, and in others the quantity taken

would be entirely inadequate to their requirements.

The conditions of the ice seemed to have more to

do with the success of this fishery than anything

else.

The seals seemed to be always there, but often could

not be taken. In 1806 the Brethren introduced seal
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nets, which were in use on the southern parts of the

coast, and by this means the supply was made more
regular. The Eskimos for a long time could not be

taught to catch codfish during the summer for their

winter sustenance, by which means starvation could

always have been avoided. They did not value the

codfish as food, and apparently the stronger seal flesh

was a necessity to their well being. For a number of

years the capture of from three to five whales, and the

finding of several more dead, upon the coast is reported

each season, but after 1830 there is very seldom any
mention of their having been taken or found. It would

be interesting to know what species of whale the

Eskimos could have killed from their kayaks,—pre-

sumably some of the smaller varieties. The dead

whales were no doubt drowned by being caught on the

shore side cf immense fields of ice, which gave them no

opportunities for blowing.

When seals and whales were insufficient to support

them the Eskimos went in the spring to the trout pools,

where they were generally able to procure an abundant

supply of this fish ; but these often failed, and accounts

are given of whole families starving to death in these

localities. They also hunted caribou every spring, but

again were often unsuccessful. In some winters they

were able to take thousands of partridges, but in others

not a bird was seen. When the Eskimos were finally

induced to give some attention to the catching of

codfish, it was the practice of the Brethren to buy from

them such codfish as they caught in the summer, and

sell it to them again in the winter or spring when they

were most in want.

On January 21st, 1809, and for some days after,

severe shocks of earthquake were felt, and were said to
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have been general all down the coast The extra-

ordinarily rapid rise of the land, amounting in some

places to ten or fifteen feet within the memory of

fishermen still going to the Labrador, would lead one

to suppose that earthquakes were of common occur-

rence. No damage or noticeable disturbance has ever

been recorded, however.'

The Preface to Volume V of the Moravian Rtports,

1810-13, contains the following information :

—

" The vessel annually sent to the coast of Labrador

to convey provisions and keep up communication with

the Moravian Missionaries there, returns with skins,

bone, and oil, the sale of which in late years has almost

covered the expense of the voyage. In each settlement

a Brother, who understands the Eskimo language well,

is appointed *o receive such goods as they bring in

barter for useful articles of various kinds, but the

Missionaries never go out to trade, which would inter-

fere too much with their proper calling."

In 181 1 the ship's homeward cargo consisted of 100

barrels of seal oil, 2000 seal skins, 2750 fox skins, the

value of which may have been $25,000 or more. This

is the only occasion in which the ship's cargo is given

in detail.

At the end of 18 10, the number of Eskimos living at

Hopedale was 145, at Nain 115, and at Okak 233. In

this year, it is noted, a remarkable quantity of codfish

visited the shores.

In 1811, the Mission ship Jemima did ot reach

Hopedale until September gth, the coast beii.s blocked

' It is lUted by a man who has been fishing at Hoilon Harbour for

thirty or forty years, that the spot where he used to moor his vessel is now

out of water.
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with ice until within a few days of her arrival. In
the next year, by way of contrast, she arrived on
July 5th, and was back in London on September 24th.
The Brethren Kohlmeister and Kmoch made a

boat voyage to Ungava Bay in 181 1 in order to
ascertain the number of Eskimos living there, and
the possibility of starting another station for their
benefit A number of tribes were met with who re-

ceived the Missionaries well, and begged them to
return and settle, but it was recognized that the district

lay within the territory of the Hudson Bay Company,
whose permission would have to be obtained before a
station could be started. Brother Kohlmeister heard
two or three years afterwards that about three hundred
Eskimos assembled at the Koksoak river the next
summer expecting him to return, which he was never
able to da
The year 1816 was a very remarkable one. The

Reports say :

—

" As in almost every part of Europe, so in Labrador,
the elements seem to have undergone some sort of
revolution during the course of the last summer. The
ships arrived in the drift ice on July i6th, when two
hundred miles from the Labrador coast Captain
Eraser attempted to get in first at Hopedale, then at
Nain, and finally at Okak, which he did not succeed in

reaching before August 20th. The very next day the
whole coast as far as the eye could see was choked up
with ice. Captain Eraser was unable to get to Nain
until September 22nd, and left there on October 22nd
for Hopedale; but it came on to blow exceedingly hard,
with an immense fall of snow, and the ship was in

imminent danger of being driven on the rocks. Seeing
that every attempt to reach Hopedale was in vain.
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Captain Frasor was at last forced to bear away for

England."

This was the first occasion since the founding of the

Mission that the ship had failed to visit all their

stations. In 1817 the same conditions prevailed.

Captain Fraser reported :—

" That though for three years past they have met

with an unusual quantity of ice on the coast of

Labrador, yet in no year since the beginning of the

Mission has it appeared so dreadfully on the increase.

The colour of this year's ice was different to that usually

seen, and the size of the ice mountains and thickness of

the fields immense, with sandstone embedded in them.

As a great part of the coast of Greenland, which has

been for centuries choked up with ice apparently

immovable, has by some revolution been cleared, this

may perhaps account for the great quantity alluded to.

'

The Brethren note from Hopedale that the coast was

beset with ice as far as the eye could see on August 7th,

and from Okak they write :
" The ice did not leave our

bay until July 28th, which is considerably later than has

been known since the beginning of the Mission."

These peculiar ice conditions on the Labrador and

Greenland coasts caused a great deal of discussion in

scientific circles at that period. In spite of the

apparently unfavourable season, the Eskimos were well

supplied with food, having taken considerably above

the average number of seals.

In the following year the Jtmiina arrived at Hope-

dale on August 4th, after a slow but favourable passage,

without meeting any ice at all. By the middle of June

all ice and snow had disappeared at Hopedale, and

garden work was in good swing.
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"«* 'hip Harmony, the second of that name,

started on her long career in 1819.
We learn from the report of that year that the

Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel" had been
enabled, by means of the barter trade, to take thewhole charge of the maintenance of the Labrador
Missions off the hands of the Synodal Committee, and
likewise on some occasions to contribute to the wants
of other Missions.

In the fiftieth anniversary of the foundation of the
Mission at Nain, the number of Esljimos living at the
various stations was : At Hopedale 149, Nain .68, andUkak 255, marking a slow but steady progress in the
work of evangelization.

The spirit which animated the Missionaries cannot be
better indicated than by the following letter written by
Brother Schmittman from Nain in 1819;—

" It seems that I am not to see you again in this world,
for you will hear that on July ,2th last I was seized
with a paralytic stroke, by which, no doubt, God would
give me to understand that I should not return to
Europe, as was intended, but that He intended to callme from hence and perhaps soon into His everlastine
kingdom. This would be quite according to my hearfl
desire, and I shall gladly lay down my mortal body to
rest near the grave of my dear first wife and children
and those of my Eskimo brethren and sisters, whom Ihave now had the favour to serve for thirty-eight years."

It was not, however, until five years later that this
faithful servant of the Lord was finally called to rest
his last yea« being busily employed in translating
portions of Scripture, hymns, etc., into the Eskimo
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In most cases the Brethren spend the whole active

portion of their lives on the coast. They go out there

as young men, wives are sent out to them when they

wish to marry, and strangely enough these unions seem

to have been invariably happy. Their children, when

they survive the rigorous climate, are sent home to

school, and often never see their parents again. Their

pay begins at £ii a year for an unmarried Missionary,

and increases, if they marry, to ^£25, out of which they

have to find their clothes, breakfasts, and small

necessaries; they collect no fees. Truly it cannot be

for any reward on this earth that they have laboured,

and still labour, in one of the most rigorous climates of

the world, cut off from all that seems to make life worth

living, without public recognition and the consequent

feeling that their good actions are known and appre-

ciated. Self-abnegation can hardly go further; and

nothing but the strongest sense of duty and the deepest

piety can have enabled them one after the other, for

one hundred and thirty-seven years, to carry on their

great and noble work on the Labrador.

The fiftieth anniversary of the settlement at Nain

was very appropriately celebrated by the visit paid

them by Captain William Martin in H.M.S. Cltnker,

acting under instructions from Sir Charles Hamilton,

Governor of Newfoundland, this being the first official

visit or investigation in any shape or form made by

the Government since 1773- Captain Martin appears

to have been extremely interested in all that he saw,

and to have expressed his entire satisfaction and

approval of the work accomplished by the Brethren.

They, on their part, were highly pleased and flattered

at the visit ; and as for the Eskimos their wonder and

delight knew no bounds. Captain Martin entertained
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biscuits fired off the ship's guns, and at night displayed

Char^H"'-,""'
''^''"' '°' *"*'' amusement '^

Lharles Hamilton was very much interested in the

At this time Mary March, one of the last of the un-fortunate Beothuks. was brought to St. John's, and
greater efforts were made to communicate with andsave the remnants of that race, alas! too late to be ofany avail.

Captain Martin's voyage seems to have been largely
for the purpose of investigating the conditions of theIndian races, for we find that in this same voyage he

after Sir C. Hamilton), and from thence ascended the

wiUi the Indians resorting there. (See page 448)A notable incident in 1822 was the arrival of the
first American fishing vessel at Hopedale, but thename of this pioneer is unfortunately not given Upon
receipt of Captain Martin's report of his visit to the

^T'u t?"^""""*^'
S>> Charles Hamilton forwarded

to the Brethren a grant of land for their fourth settle-ment An Order in Council had been passed onMay ,3th, 18.8, authorizing the grant, but for some
reason or other it had not been issued. The pro

foliows°l
'^""'^"^'"^ *' ^*"' ""'' '" P*" as

" Where« His Royal Highness the Prince Regent in
Council, May .3th, ,8.8, was graciously pieced oauthorize that every facility should be given to theMoravians in Labrador for extending the beneficial
mfluence which they have had upon the^character'f thjNative Indians and for spreading still further the bene-
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fits of the Gospel, and to that end to permit and allow

the Society of the Unitas Fratrum to form a fourth

settlement on the eastern coast of Labrador, and to

occupy during His Majesty's pleasure that part of the

said coast to the north of Okak, which comprehending

the bays of Kangershutsoak and Saglek reached the

59th degree of North Latitude, provided that the

sports chosen by the said society for its settlement

may be such as in no way to interrupt or annoy

the fisheries carried on upon the said eastern coast of

Labrador."

This comprises a strip of coast about one hundred

miles in length, not including the great bays which are

twenty to thirty miles deep. It is not clear what this

grant was intended to convey. The other grants were

for specified blocks of land ; this apparently is length

without breadth. Like the preceding grants, it is quali-

fied by a clause safeguarding the interests of the

fishermen.

Brother Kohlmeister retired in 1824 after thirty-four

years' service, during five of which h: had been in con-

trol of all the settlements. He reported that Nain and

Hopedale were practically Christian settlements, all the

inhabitants being baptized and no heathens living in

neighbourhood, but that Okak was still a mission

among the heathen, a great number of Eskimos from

the far north and Ungava Bay regularly resorting

there. ... i-

In 1825 the Eskimos were visited with a peculiar

disorder, the symptoms being violent vomiting and

profuse sweats. The Brethren were quite unable to

diagnose it or treat it successfully, and a large proportion

of deaths resulted.

After the Harmony left Hopedale this season the
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Brethren were aflbrded another opportunity to write to
their friends at home. A gentleman from Newfound-
land, Mr. Cozen.s, paid them a visit in his schooner,
having been into Hamilton Inlet to convey a Methodist
Missionary, who intended settling there. This is the
first mention of a Newfoundland schooner on that part
of the coast

In 182S all the settlements were scourged by an
epidemic of measles, which proved particularly fatal to
the unfortunate Eskimos, twenty-one dying at Nain
and eleven at Hopedale; the number of deaths at
Okak and among the heathen is not given. In that
year there were living

—

At Okak .

„ Nain

„ Hopedale

394 persons.

176 ..

Okak was gladdened this year by the present of an
organ. This venerable instrument was the same which
assisted the devotions of the Missionaries when thev
first established themselves at Herrnhut in 1724. The
Eskimos, who are passionately fond of music and for-
tunately not very critical, were greatly delighted with it.

Preparations were begun in 1829 for the establish-
ment of a fourth settlement, which became known as
Hebron. It had been authorized by the grant of 181S,
but the building had been unavoidably postponed from'
year to year. The timber for the building was prepared
at the other stations, and the Harmony, with another
vessel, the Oliver, took out building material and sup-
plies direct from England, but it required six years of
arduous labour on the part of the Brethren before all

the buildings were completed. Very little help could
be obtained from the Eskimos. They were very friendly

.,1

If

lit

if
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and assisted at odd times, but could not be induced to

work regularly. Steady labour for a day's pay had not

yet entered into their scheme of economy. This station

at once took the place which had been occupied by

Okak, and became the chief point of contact with the

heathen Eskimos. All the trials and disappointments

of the early days had to be again endured. But few

of the newcomers could be brought to listen to the

Gospel tidings, and many openly mocked. They were,

as usual, greatly delighted by the music, but evinced

a desire to dance to the hymn tunes, to the great

scandal of the Brethren. One man, who had two wives,

being asked if he thought both of them would accom-

pany him into another world, misunderstood tht pur-

port of the question, and naively replied, " Oh, yes ;
for

I have improved them greatly, and taught them to live

in peace with one another."

They were visited for the first time in 1830 by Capt

Patterson, Judge of the Labrador Court. This court,

which was first held in 1826, was discontinued in 1833,

as it was found that there was not sufficient business

to warrant the great expense.

In 1834 Harmony III was built at a cost of

£3662 16s. 2d., less ;£i250 received for the old ship.

Fortunately the cargoes brought back by the ship in

1834 and 1835 were of greater value than usual, and the

heavy expense of the new ship and station was

apparently wiped out, as no further mention is made

of them: 1836 was another year when ice stayed on

the coast in a solid jam until the beginning of August

The character of the ice was also remarkable, being

described as bottom ice of great thickness either wholly

or partially concealed beneath a covering of water, too

shallow to allow a vessel to pass over with safety. At
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the close of 1835 the number of Eskimos living at

each station was

—

At Hopedale

„ Nain

„ Okak

„ Hebron .

194

178

251

148

As seems so often to happen, after a year of much ice

succeeded a year of very little, the Harmony reporting

in 1837 that she had met with no drift ice and was
consequently able to get into Hopedale on July 13th.

It had been a very hard year on the coast. Very few

seals had been taken and the stock of codfish was very

small, the Eskimos as usual having neglected to make
provision for the winter. At Okak and Hebron they

were reduced to the verge of starvation, and several

deaths from this cause occurred in the immediate

neighbourhood, although out of reach of the Brethren.

The distress was very greatly intensified by a distemper

among the dogs, which caused the death of about

go per cent of these useful animals.

On November 30th, 1836, a smart shock of an earth-

quake was felt at Hopedale, attended by a sudden and
unusual warmth of temperature. On January 24th,

1837, a remarkable atmospheric phenomenon excited

all beholders. A brilliant light appeared in the north

as if an immense city like London were in flames,

approaching in brightness that of the sun ; afterwards

it seemed to difluse itself in a fiery red glow over the

eastern quarter of the heavens, whence it moved on-

ward south, then west, and became so intense that the

snow assumed a perfectly red colour. This singular

phenomenon had but little resemblance to the " Aurora
Borealis." It will be remembered that another extra-
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ordinary atmospheric phenomenon was recorded in

I799.

The Harmony was treated to a most unusual experi-

ence in 1838, for the ocean was entirely free from ice,

and the Missionaries reported the coast had been clear

for some time before her arrival. This and the years

1839-40 were prosperous and uneventful. Moderate

seasons, abundance of food, and a steady progress to-

wards civilization on the part of the Eskimos, is the

satisfactory intelligence derived from the reports of

the Missionaries. Except that a plague of mice one

summer devoured their crops (which was pretty hard

luck after they had withstood the rigours of the climate),

and the stesidy approach of the southlander traders,

the Brethren had little to complain of.

The number of Eskimos at the different stations

in 1840 was

—

At Hopedale

„ Nain ....
„ Okak ....
„ Hebron ....

The Eskimos at this period are reported to have

largely deserted the coast north of Hebron and to

have gone to Ungava.

In 1842 a malignant influenza raged among both

Eurtipeans and Eskimos, many deaths resulting. It

was a lean year, and the Eskimos often felt the pinch of

hunger. There was a great scarcity of seals, caused,

the Eskimos said, by an exceedingly great quantity of

sword-iish which infested the coast and chased away the

seals, besides being very dangerous to themselves. The

cargo of the Harmony was not sufficient to pay expenses.
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In 1843 there was a complete reversal of this gloomy

state of affairs. The Harmony made the q-iickest round

trip on record, bringing back a very valuable cargo,

which happened in good time as they had just been

obliged to spend £\yx> on repairs to the ship. An
incident occurred in 1844 which marked, as perhaps

nothing else could, the advance which had been made
by the Eskimos towards civilization. A band of Indians,

belonging either to the Nascopee or Montaignais tribes,

appeared at Hopedale in great distress for want of

provisions. Time was when the Eskimos would have

exterminated them, one and all, but now they received

them with every indication of friendliness and hospi-

tality, took ihem into their houses and supplied them

with food, although they themselves were on short

commons at the time. The Brethren learned that these

Indians had been baptized by Roman Catholic Mission-

aries on the south coast of Labrador.

The Brethren made an interesting experiment about

this time, having obtained from the Himalayas and

Thibet seeds of barley and other grains, as well as of

pines and cedars, which flourish in those elevated

latitudes. The climate of Labrador was too much for

them however. The barley came up, but was cut down
by frost before it had attained much growth, while the

forest tree seeds did not even germinate.

1846 was another lean year on Labrador, particularly

at Nain, caused by a total failure of the seal fishery

and the neglect of the cod fishery. There were many
deaths from starvation in the neighbourhood of the

Brethren, but of course none at their stations. The
report for 1847 ^^X^ •

—

" Food and raiment, health and strength, were largely

bestowed upon the members of our several congrega-

'I

%
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tions ; to their households want was almost a stranger,

neither did any plague come nigh their dwellings."

But another visitor appeared on the coast—the fabu-

lous " Kraaken." Some Eskimos reported having seen

near to Cape Mugford a terrible monster, whose arms

protruded out of the water at a distance of a hundred

paces, and that its voice was harsh and terrifying, like

low thunder. They hastened to the Missionaries with

their tale, who had no difficulty in deciding that it was

the giant octopus which had so frightened the Eskimos.

This fearsome creature has several times been seen on

these coasts.

At the close of the year 1850 there were 1297 Eskimos

living at the settlements

—

AtNain . . . . 3>4

„ Okak . . . . 4o«

„ Hopedale ... 229

„ Hebron .... 346

The voyage of the Harmony in 185 1 was reckoned

the most stormy for twenty years; ice was met 350

miles off the coast, which with dense fog and storms

of wind caused the ship to be often in extreme danger.

On her return voyage she took Brother Beck and his

wife to seek a well-earned repose after thirty-four years'

service on the Labrador. He was bom in Greenland,

where his father had laboured as a Missionary for fifty-

three years and his grandfather for forty-three years'

There are several other instances among the Moravians

of the Missionary rdle being handed on from father and

son through several generations.

One of the most serious calamities which ever befell

the Missions took place in 1853, when the Harmony,

after reaching Hopedale, was blown off tli' coast by a
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violent north-west gale, and in spite of long-continued

eflbrts was forced to abandon the voyage to the other

settlements. It was always the policy of the Brethren

to keep a year's supply ahead of all necessaries, fearing

some such contingency as this. But it was a hard

experience. The Eskimos had had a poor season, and

the Brethren could not afford them much assistance

from the stores, which were quite out of biscuit, meal,

and pease, before the Harmony again arrived. They
obtained a small supply of these articles from the

nearest Hudson Bay Company's post by giving in

exchange the skin boots made by the Eskimos, for

which a considerable demand had sprung up in the

south.'

From Hopedale we get the following interesting

item :

—

" Mr. Smith, the director of the factories belonging

to the H. B. Co., called upon us in reference to the

establishment of a Mission at Gross Water Bay. He
took a quantity of English Bibles and Testaments from

hence with him so that our supply is exhausted.'"

In 1855 the Harmony fell in with quantities of drift

ice 250 miles from the coast The winter had been

verj' severe, but an unwonted measure of prosperity

had been experienced. An abundance of seal and cod-

fish had been taken and a large quantity of fur collected,

so that the return cargo of the Harmony was one of the

most valuable on record, and not only paid the expenses

' Tbil excellent footweir is still in great demand among fishermen and
lumbermen, being light and quite waterproof if somewhat odoriferous,

That Mr. Smith, now Lord Strathcona, should fifty-five years later

be still hale and hearty, and living a life of activity and importance as

High Commissioner for Canada in England, is very remarkable. His
bene&ctions are world-wide, but especially has he contributed to the

support of the Deep Sea Mission work on the Labrador.
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of the Missions, but left a surplus which was devoted to

the general Mission fund.

Sad news was received from the Labrador on the

following year. Famine and disease again visited the

coast, especially at the two northern stations. Immense
masses of ice remained on the coast until late in the

summer of 1855, and very small quantities of cod could
be taken. The following autumn and spring the seal

hunt was a failure, so that both the Brethren and their

flock were at the end of their resources. At Hebron
fifty-nine people died of disease.

The following season, 1856-7, was, as so often seems
to happen, a complete contrast to the preceding year.

An abundance of seals and cod gladdened the hearts

and fattened the bodies of the Eskimos.
Earthquake shocks were again noted at Hebron in

1857.

In pursuance of an invitation given by Mr. Donald
Smith, Brother Eisner left Hopedale in April, 1857,
and journeyed to North-West River to discuss with him
the advisability of starting a Mission either there or at

Rigolet. After a hard journey of five days he reached
Mr. Smith's comfortable and hospitable dwelling. He
was delighted with the country and the appearance
of the settlement. Mr. Smith had four head of cattle,

besides sheep, goats, and fowls; there was milk in

plenty, and for the first time on Labrador he tasted

fresh roast beef, mutton, and pork.

Mr. Smith's proposal was an enticing one. While not
fully authorized by the Hudson Bay Company, he
suggested that they would build a church and dwelling-

house, and pay a Missionary ;f100 a year, which would
have been affluence to the Moravians, whose yearly

stipend was ;f22.
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There were very few settlers in the neighbourhood,

apd the Indians who visited the post professed the

Roman Catholic religion. On Sunday Mr. Smith read

service to his household, which was attended by about

thirty Indians, although they couid not understand a

word of what was being said. Brother Eisner reports

that " they were very fond of rum, but get it only in

small quantities as presents, the sale of spirits to the

Indians being prohibited by law." '

At Rigolet Brother Eisner found a very small com
munity, and in all Hamilton Inlet there were but thirty-

one families, ten of which were Eskimos. After a

thorough discussion the Moravians decided that it would
be impossible for them to undertake this new field of

work. Mr. Smith's attitude to the Moravians was very

different from the later policy of the Hudson Bay Com-
pany. We shall hear soon of a very aggressive and
annoying competition forced upon the Brethren by the

Company,who apparently aimed at engrossing the whole

Labrador trade.

In 1859 'I** tloffs were again attacked by the dis-

temper which periodically visits the Labrador. The
cause of this mysterious disease has not been ascer-

tained. It seems to be rather infectious than contagious,

for it breaks out simultaneously all over the coast, at

places very widely separated and with no communi-
cation. The dogs in Ungava Bay were afflicted at the

same time as those in Hopedale. It not only attacked

the dogs, but the wolves, foxes, and even the caribou

* This has been and still is a very serious question. John McLean,
writing in 1849, says of York Factory. Huilsoo's Bay :

—" To 6nd the

Company serving out rum to the natives as payment for their services in

this remote quarter, created the utmost surprise in my mind. No excuse
can be advanced which can justify the unhallowed practice." It is feared

that it is not yet at an end.
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died in vut numbers from the same disease. We seem

to know very little about the various pestilences to

which wild animal life is subject, and less about the

strange migrations and changes of habit which have

been so often noted. Reading over these Moravian

annals one finds many curious and unexplained

phenomena of this kind. In some seasons there were

immense quantities of willow grouse taken and then

none. The caribou and foxes were equally intermit-

tent in their visits, not to mention the seals and cod-

fish. The strange disappearance within the past fifteen

years of the vast flights of curlew which had annually

visited Labrador ever since the country has been

known ; and in Newfoundland in 1904-5, the strange

disease which attacked the rabbits and caused them

to die in thousands. All are so far inexplicable, and

demand investigation by the student of natural his-

tory.

In i8€o the number of Eskimos at the stations

was as follows :

—

At Nain

„ Hopedale

„ Okak

„ Hebron .

«77

»4i

3«4
306

The fourth Harmony was launched in 1861 ; a larger

vessel than her predecessor, which had braved the storms

and ice of Labrador for twenty-nine years. The London

Association found themselves able to pay for her with-

out calling for special contributions. The same report

says that for many years past no demand had been

made upon the Treasury for the support of the work in

Labrador, South Africa, or Surinam.

The monotony of life on Labrador was occasionally



THE MORAVIAN BRETHREN 303

varied by the arrival of chance visitors. On two occa-

sions American whalers wintered on the coast near the

settlements. One of these vessels was very badly

damaged, but by the assistance of the Brethren was

put into a seaworthy condition. The spiritual condition

of the captain also caused them much concern, as it

seemed to be in as much need of repairs as his ship.

In 1861 there swam into their horizon a boat's crew of

runaway sailors from an American whaler in Cumber-
land Inlet. Captain C. F. Hall mentions their de-

parture from that bay. The boat then contained nine

persons; when they arrived at Okak there were six,

and they had no hesitation in confessing that they

had eaten their missing comrades, who they said had

died. They were a desperate gang, and showed no
gratitude for the kindness they received, their last

act being to rob the Eskimos who showed them on

their way.

An interesting report on the stations is submitted by
Brother Reichel, who had been sent by the General

Synod to investigate the condition of affairs. He esti-

mates that there were about 1 500 Eskimos living on the

Labrador, of whom 1163 were under the influence of

the Brethren, if not actually converted. At New Year

they assemble at the Mission stations and occupy

themselves in the capture of partridges and foxes. In

February they go to the edge of the ice to take seals,

but always make a point of returning for the services

of Passion Week. After Easter they go inland to hunt

caribou. In June they collect eggs from the islands,

after which the cod fishing soon begins, and lasts until

September. From October to the end of the year they

give their attention principally to the taking of seals in

nets, which forms their chief supply of food during the
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winter. But very few Eskimo families were then con-

tent with the food which had satisfied their ancestors.

Molasses, sugar, biscuits, and other European food had
become almost a necessity, and were obtained princi-

pally from the Newfoundland fishing schooners or

traders. They had given up the practice of harpooning
seals or taking sea birds by means of darts, at which
they had been so marvellously expert, and used fire-

arms instead, which was more expensive and considered

by the Brethren to be rather retrograde.

The steady advance of the Newfoundland fishing

and trading schooners was a continued anxiety to the

Brethren. Besides supplying their flocks with useless

European goods and intoxicating liquors, they usurped
the fishing stations which had been used by the

Eskimos. When the schooners first appeared on the

coast the Eskimos were usually away sealing, and when
they returned they would find their places occupied.

Six vessels fished at Hopedale during the summer of

1863, and were first reported at Hebron in the same
year. Twenty-five vessels touched at Hopedale in

1866, 108 in 1868, and in 1870 over 500 passed north,

145 being counted in one day. The Brethren at once
began to minister to the spiritual needs of this large

floating population, and an English-speaking Brother
was sent out for this special service. The men are

reported as being generally very well behaved and
apparently appreciating the endeavour to serve them.
Over three hundred attended a special service held for

them ill 1868.

In 1863-4 serious epidemics visited the Eskimos and
caused the death of large numbers of them, and in 1868

the "loss of sense" disease again attacked the dogs.

The station at Zoar was begun in 1865, and it had

il
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305^n decided to start yet another small station north ofHebron, and Saglek Bay had been chosen and a h Le

resolved
^"'',^°'"P^?>' ^<^^ »" ''g'nt there, so it was

movl f K
^"" '" ""disputed possession andmove farther north to meet the heafhen Eskimos

tWe'h^.^'^""
*"" "'"'^"^ ^"'^ - house er«tedthere, but agam an agent of the Hudson Bay Companywas sent to compete for the Eskimo trade. aTtSeMoravian Brethren again beat a retreat. Th s com^

to the Brethren. There can be no question as to whose
nfluence was the better for the Eskimos. The Tesult
s alas I all too plain to-day. for at Nachvak is living

btb^fm aZr °' ' '^"^ "' ^'''-- -^-^ "

John McLean, whose book. r«„„/,^e/. Y.ars in theHudson Bay Companys Service,^^ published in 1849IS very frank m describing the disastrous results of the

work of the Moravian Brethren is as unqualified as ishiscondemnationof thatofhisown Company.in respectto which he quotes the old adage. " The more the dTvHhas the more he wants."

Jw^y^^'^^™^F °^ "'" Moravians' ship, success-
fully performed to and from Labrador, was naturally theoccasion of much rejoicing. A pamphlet published Jthe Brethren in commemoration of the event brieflygn,es the history of the ships and their capt"^s'^and furnishes a story unique in the annals of'com:merce They never lost a ship, nor failed to reach theLabrador ,n spite of ice, fog, storms, and an entirdyuncharted coast. It is vvorthy of note that a muchlower premium of insi ance is paid on the Leth"ent
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ships than on any other vessels employed in similar

businesses.

In 1S70-I the coast remained blocked with ice until

very late in July, so that the take of codfish both by the

Eskimos and Newfoundland fishing vessels was very

small. This seemed to be quite a set-back for the latter,

for very few schooners, comparatively, went north in

1872. In this year the Brethren began to send their

catch of codfish to St. John's for sale, as it had been

very difficult to dispose of it in London. The usual

food supply was very short in the winter of 1 871, and

there would have been great distress had there not

been an extraordinary number of partridges (willow

grouse) taken. A change from the ordinary diet which

would have been very gladly made by anyone not an

Eskimo.

In 1 87 1 the most northern station of the Brethren

was built at Ramah. For the next few years life

flowed along very smoothly at the Moravian Mission

stations. In 1874, at Nain, there was considerable

dissatisfaction among the Eskimos over their trade

dealings at the Brethren's store, but the trouble soon

blew over.

The ice lay on the coast in 1875 until late in July,

and Hopedale reports hundreds of Newfoundland

schooners lying outside the ice waiting to get into

shore to begin fishing operations. When they were

finally able to commence fishing they met with great

success.

In 1876 the poor Eskimos were again ravaged by a

civi/ised disease, the whooping cough, and over a hundred

died out of a population of twelve hundred. Brother

Reichel, whose report on the stations in 18G1 has been

noticed, again made a tour of inspection in 187C. The
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ccnparisons he make, are ve^. interesting. He reportsthe .p,r,tual condition of the Eskimos a. v^t^^m

housei anrl f—f. u j • .
'^"'•^"Y- ^ "C snow-

the pf,'- ,
?""'" P'''" '° blockhouses after

heir,eXn"c?^- '^'"=^ *"" '"^° '-?ely abandoned

umes trt^ndf" ;:^'"""^ '""^"^ characleristic cos-

Z^M > I
,*" ""^ "'^'^ occasions, which was a

trEtrpfa:-^ "°"^- ^^- ^'» -^ '---^

nc^^'^^ K?trf3Vnh^rat .°^ "^^^ "^

rtr.rtoirnf: "'- -^ -~^
cr:L.d7rom .'L' io^''."

"^ ""'"'"^ "' '°'' ""^ "

Uneta T' '"",'
r"""^'

°f '"=^""^" Eskimos from

convert them
"^

f'^
""'""^ ''="~*- '^•" -effort' ^

whe? 1 "^ '°"" '"=«=="'«>• One man replied

^readv'^r^H^
""" '"^'^ -"g-S^tion, that h^ had'already greatly improved his way of living /„. w

A««? A negative virtue which caused him mudh self

In 1877 the Brethren were afforded the luxury of asteam-launch to ply between their stations. The creditsystem had been so much abused at the storesThat '0^
stnn.,ent rules had to be enforced, and cr^t ef-eXthose Eskimos who made no effort to pay hd debtsThis nearly bred a riot, but after a whik^he Eskfrnls
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admitted that the new rules were founded in justice,

and for a time the trade was conducted on a better

basis.

The year 1901 was a sort of Jubilee year, when

debts were cancelled, and the Eskimos .starred on a

clean sheet. The Newfoundland fishing sc>. -,.iers are

first reported at Ramah in this year.

A good many complaints are made -om all the

stations about this time of the conduct ci some of the

Newfoundland fishermen in appropriating such property

of the Eskimos as they took a fancy to. Such valuable

property as boats, nets, ropes, and anchors were stolen

without any thought of the inconvenience, not to say

irreparable loss, inflicted upon the Eskimos. Immunity

from punishment is a great temptation ; and there was

no governmental control, not even a policeman on this

enormous tract of coast, to protect the weak from the

strong. From the time of Palliser the only method

of government has been by proclamation, and in this

instance it was the only means taken to protect the

Eskimos from their lawless visitors.

In 1879 we note the following entry :—

" That our request to be provided with something

like security in the matter of our civil rights as

German citizens has been met by the appointment

of Brother Bourquin, our president, to the office

of Consul of the German Empire for Labrador, was

a matter of no little interest to us, and we desire to

express our thanks to the Brethren in London for their

successful efforts on our behalf."

In 1880 it is stated that the cargo of the Harmony

might reasonably be expected to defray the entire cost

of the Labrador Missions. The number of Eskimos

!l
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d^t^tl^-JUo'l,"!'"'''"
~"'^'^*^°"' ^^ '3-

Hebron

Hopedale

Nain
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Ramab
Zoar

3'5

339
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In this year we have to note an incident which has
occurred on several occasions since, each time with
dire consequences not only to the Eskimos particularly
concerned, tut also to the whole community
From time immemorial civilized nations have been

possessed with a desire to see savage people. Shake-
speare notes this curiosity when he makes Trinculo sayWhen they wnl not give a doit to relieve a lame
beggar they will lay out ten to see a dead Indian"

the Kskimos have been particular objects of curiosity
ever 5*H-e the discovery of the New World, and haveb^ often taken to England and exhibited. But
utterly this species of show has become a regular
busmes.. and at every great Exposition remote and

exhiWted'^''"^
*" ''"" °' "'' *°'''* ''^^ '««'

On the occasion referred to now, Hagenbeck. then kT *"'* '"'"^ "''"''"'' °f Hamburg, sent

L I M
'""^ '"'*"""'' ^'"e*"' Eskimo men, women,and children to go to Europe for exhibition purposesThe Brethren at once saw the probable evil con-

sequences and used aU their persuasive powers to
prevent them fi-om going. But the attraction of goodpay. easily earned, outwei^ed the warnings of the
Missionaries. Their forebodings were only too quickly i\
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realized. After appearing at the Zoological Gardens

in Berlin for a few months, they toured through

Germany, and finally reached Paris. Here they con-

tracted small-pox, and all died. It was almost exactly

a hundred years before that Cartwright's Eskimo friends

met with a similar fate in England.

The following piteous letter was written by the chief

man among this little band of exiles to one of the

Brethren :—
" Paris, January 8th, 1881.

"MV DEAR TEACHER ELSNER,
"

I write to you very sadly, and am much troubled

about my relatives, for my child which I was so fond

of lives no more ; she has died of the bad small-pox,

after being for four days only ill. By our child's death

my wife and I are strongly reminded that we too must

die. It died in Crefeld, although many doctors saw it.

These men can indeed do nothing, so we will above all

look to Jesus, who died for us, as our Physician. My
dear teacher Eisner, we kneel daily before Him, and

ask Him to pardon us for coming over here; and

do not doubt that He will hear our prayer. Every

day we weep together for the pardon of our sins

through our Lord Jesus Christ. Even Terrianiak,

who is now alone [his wife and child had died], when

I speak to him about conversion, tells me— I think

with sincerity— he desires to become o-ir Saviour's

property. He joins us daily at prayers, as also our

little Maria. But her life is in danger, for her face

is much swollen. Tobias is very ill. I remember

that Jesus alone can help us in the hour of death.

Yes, indeed. He is with us everywhere. I wish I

could tell my people beyond the sea how kind the
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Lord is. Our master buys much medicine for us,
but all seems useless. 1 hope in the Lord, who sees'
my tears daily. I care not for vorldly advantage;
but I do long to see my frieiHis once more, and, as
long as I live, to speak to them in the name of the
I-otd. 1 did not formerly undersUnd these things;
now I do. My tears come often, but the words which
He has spoken always bring me fresh comfort My
dear teacher Eisner, pray for us that this sickness be
removed, if it be His will ; but His will be done. I

am a poor man like the dust.

"It is very cold in Paris, but our master is now very
kind to all of us. I salute you, so does my wife ; and
with you the members of the church at Bremen. Tell
the great teachers [th Directing Board] that we salute
them very much. The Lord be with you all. Amen.

" I am, Abraham, husband of Ulrika."

Such was the sad fate of these poor creatures,
" butchered to make a Roman holiday."

It was fortunate perhaps that there were no survivors
to take back disease and death to their friends, as did
poor Kaubvick in Cartwright's time, and as has been
done in a more serious way since.

In 1893 a colony of Eskimos, consisting of fifty-

seven men, women, and children, were taken to the
Chicago Exposition. They were recruited principally
from southern Labrador, but some few went from the
Moravians' stations. Of their adventures in Chicago
little has been learned, but at the end of the Exposition
the survivors were returned to Newfoundland, in an
absolutely destitute condition, at the expense of the
colony. The money due to them was never paid. A
schooner had gone to Labrador and taken them from
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their homes, but they were left to get back as best they
could. They brought with them the infection of typhoid
fever, to which a very large number of Eskimos, from
Hopedale to Hebron, fell victims. At Nain, out of a
population of three hundred and fifty Eskimos, ninety
died during one winter, their dead and frozen bodies
awaiting burial at one time the following spring. One
man named Zecharias, from Hebron, said on his
return :

—

" We are glad to be at liberty once more, and not to
be continually looked at as if we were animals. We
shall never go again."

Another of this unhappy band was "Pomiuk," the
little lame boy who attracted so much attention at
Chicago, and whose life story has been since written,
(Pomiuk, W. B. Forbush, Boston, 1903), evidencing in
the most pathetic way the evil result of taking these
poor people from their native country.

In 1898 anothei .ot of Eskimos, thirty-three in all,

were induced by the same man who had taken the
colony to Chicago three years before to go on tout to
England, Europe, and America. Three died while
exhibiting at Olympia, in London. In February, 1901,
they were heard of in Algeria, and then went to
America. On September 28th, 1903, six only of them
were landed at Ramah, sick and destitute. They ad-
mitted having led degraded and immoral lives while
they were away, and, it has been found since, had
contracted a most loathsome disease which has spread
gradually through all the settlements and killed slowly
and painfully a large number of poor creatures—the
innocent with the guilty. So serious had the matter
become, that it was contemplated sending H.M.S.
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a ttjX""'!'
^/°""^ 1° P"" " « ^^P^"""" of sucha tr^edy Leg,3,at,„„ has been contemplated but ithas been difficult to decide what form it sha^ take Areluctance to curtail the liberty of the subjec .^offeredas an excuse for the delay of legislative enactmentbut m every part of the world Laws and enactmenTs^en force to protect the helpless from the consequentsTf

heir own folly, and already Newfoundland has sim-lar

^S "wT'lr '!?' "^ °'"''"- '° Eskimos p"
legislation

? Ever since Cartwrighfs humane exoer!ment ,n .;8. whenever the Eskimos haTleft t^el"native coasts disease and death have quickly desloved

f^s^Ts sho°uldT ""t-^-'r"'
'"" ^" "P'---

°'

^^ t^^'S^isT jr^ -r
oftroV^^rnr ^^^-'^--''-">« «•"'-

In 1880 the Newfoundland government first senta mail steamer along the coast as far as HoL^leThe Brethren were thus afforded the opporS ofcommunicating more frequently with the outside worldand the oppressive feeling of isolation, which was one ofthe terrors of the post, was greatly mitigated.

Jn^r'n' ""P''=^'" ''"'y of the Missionary-in-chiefBrother Bourgin, to secure the arrest of an EsSman named Ephraim who had murdered his sonl Uwm the most cold-blooded manner. I„ the early dly ofthe Mission murder had been of frequent occurrence

Ihe lack of communication with the seats of justice.

li
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and the absence of any officers of the law, had made it

impossible heretofore to bring offenders to justice, and

this was the first occasion on which an attempt was

made to bring a criminal before a properly constituted

tribunal. He was taken to St. Johns for trial, was

convicted, and sentenced to be hanged, but the sentence

was afterwards commuted to imprisonment for life.

He died in 1886.

Whooping-cough and measles ravaged the unfortunate

Eskimos in 1880-2, causing the death of large numbers.

So many were ill at one time during the summer of

1882 that it was impossible for them to make their

usual provision for the winter, and great distress pre-

vailed in consequence.

There seems little of interest to be noted in the next

few years. The food supply varied as usual, it being

always either a feast or a famine with the Eskimos.

The Annual Reports give one to understand that the

proceeds of the trade had been steadily sufficient to pay
the expenses of the Missions.

In 1890 the number of Eskimos receiving the minis-

trations of the Brethren was 1335 :

At Hopedale 33'

„ Zoar . . . . 89

„ Nain . . . . . 263

„ Okak • 350
„ Hebron . • 243

„ Ramah . 59

In 1892 a new era dawned for Labrador.

From this time forward the Moravian Missionaries

were to have, in the person of Dr. Wilfred Grenfell,

a new and powerful ally in the work of God which

they had been carrying on for a century and a
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coast by the needs of the heathen Eskimos, then its

^Z '"'^*"-
u^'

"""•= '"^ ''°* their work has

EsW^ H ™;i^
""= '°"« J""'- """ ""^ the heathenEskimos have become genuine Christians, living humble

a t^ropean and American community.
We have read how a new transient population hasgradually mvaded Labrador. How the t'l^ders.Z^and fishermen from Canada. America, and the Old

fn^ 7' ""^ "r '""" Newfoundland, have gradu-

the deep and the treasures of the forest At firstthe Straits of Belle Isle only were visited fal^uthe begmnmg of the nineteenth century they had ad-

Z^r,ot b?' """i"""
'"'^'- '" «^' ^^P'- Martincould not obtam a p,lot to take him farther north thanl-ape Harrison. It is i860 before we hear of New-^undland fishing schooners at Hopedale. and .863^fore they reach Hebron. But the business continued

ltf^Z,7'^ "P''^'^' ""'" '" '«^"' y<^'- 't is com-
puted that .500 to .800 schooners and 15.000 to 20.000people men, women, and children, go annually toLabrador to employ themselves in the codfishery. We
tZ7-i ^°" *! "°'^'''''" Missionaries endeavoured

ttr^h H.T" °',*'^ P~P'^ ''^ "«=>' ''«"= i" co-tact wiUi
,
but It was long evident in Newfoundland that

S!tT ."^J"!*'"^' """""e^* *'= '"ge fleet was not allthat It shou d be. Every sudden growth of a new in-

crop of troubles and abuses, which have become se-ious

rei^''''.f
""^'

f
'""'^ ^'°'^ P'OP'-^ have time to

flc^Th M^r ".r ""= *'"> '^^ Labrador fishing
fleet. The Newfoundland Government were called upon
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again and again to pass laws and regulations to remedy
abuses, and many more yet require to be passed.

The Moravian Brethren did what they could for

this large floating population ; but the problem was
not one with which they could deal to advantage. The
Eskimos were their particular care. Fortunately, the

white settlers and fishermen were now (1892) to find

a champion in Dr. Wilfred Grenfell, whose remarkable

work on Labrador will be described in another chapter.

In taking leave of the Moravian Brethren, the writer

trusts that he has conveyed to his readers some idea of

the noble and self-sacrificing lives of these good men,
who, in a steady procession through 137 yerrs, have
carried on the work of God on Labrador. By their

means the Eskimos have been preserved from extinction,

have been civilized, educated, and brought to the

knowledge of their Creator and Saviour.



CHAPTER XV

AMERICANS ON THE LABRADOR

LORENZO SABINE, in his most valuable Report
on American Fisheries, 1853, expresses his con-

viction that it was rather the pursuit of the fisheries

which occasioned the first planting of the New
England States than the desire foi religious and
political freedom, as is generally supposed.

He relates the quaint tale, which has often been re-

told, how the agents of the Puritans went from Leyden
to London in 161 8, and had an interview with King
James I, soliciting his consent to their going to America.
The monarch asked them, "What profit might arise?"
and they answered in a single word, " Fishing." Where-
upon James replied, "So God have my soul, 'tis an
honest 'rade ; 'twas the Apostles' own calling."

Another anecdote is related of a minister who,
addressing his flock in a meeting house in 1690, upraided
them with having forsaken the pious habits of their

forefathers, who had left ease and comfort for the sake of
their religion ; when one of the congregation arose and
said, "Sir, you entirely mistake the matter ; our ancestors
did not come here on account of their religion, but to
fish and trade."

Certain it is that fishing was the chief pursuit of the
early New Englanders, and has ever since been an
important industry with their descendants. The boast

I
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was made at first that New England waters were as

plentifully supplied with fish as those of Newfoundland,

but as early as 1645 we find that the merchants of

Boston and Charlestown sent several vessels on a fishing

voyage to Bay of Bulls, Newfoundland. But the Civil

War in England had spread even to distant Newfound-

land. Sir David Kirke, in charge of the plantation in

Newfoundland, was a devoted Royalist, while the New
Englanders favoured the Commonwealth. When the

fishing vessels had nearly completed their voyage they

were seized and confiscated in the King's name. Such

is the story related by Sabine ; but there is no reference

to the event in the voluminous Colonial Papers at the

Record Office.

It soon became a regular practice for New England

vessels to frequent Newfoundland waters, partly in the

pursuit of the fisheries, but principally for trading

purposes, bartering flour, provisions, and more especially

rum, for codfish, which they marketed in the West Indies,

and also for European wines and other goods brought

out by the fishing vessels.

Another trade which developed very early and was a

continued source of trouble was the contraband trade in

men. A memorial on the Newfoundland trade, pre-

served at the Record Office under the date of 1668,

states that " the West country owners at the end of the

year send their men to New England to save their pas-

sage home, by which fishermen are made scarce, and

many serviceable seamen lost." In 1670 new rules and

regulations for the government of the fishery were

enacted, one of which was, " That masters give bonds of

;£ioo to respective mayors to bring back such as they

carry out, and that no fishermen or seamen remain be-

hind after the fishing is ended." Subsequent enactments

If'
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always repeated this rule, but as th- , asters of the
vessels were glad to get rid of the exp isc of taking
their fishermen back to Great Britain, and the New
Englanders glad to take them to America, where the
men themselves were only too anxious to go, it can be
seen that the law was very likely to be broken.
As an indication of the number of New England

vessels resorting to Newfoundland in the seventeenth
century, it is recorded that the Dutch fleet, sailing from
New York in 1671, had been to Newfoundland, and
captured five or six vessels belonging to Massachusetts.
The Report n Newfoundland, by John Larkin, 1702,

says that five hundred men. headed up in casks to pre-
vent detection, were taken from Conception Bay alone in

one year. But this was no doubt a gross exaggeration.
In 1762 a proclamation was issued, compelling New

England vessels to give bonds under heavy penalties
not to take away men. But in 1765 we find one
Stout, master of the Good Intent, convicted of having
taken away sixty men the previous year, sentenced
by the energetic and direct Sir Hugh Pallispr to pay
^60 to be spent in bringing out sixty needy men from
Great Britain or Ireland, and also to pay the debts
owed by the men he had taken away—thus " making
the punishment fit the crime" in a very excellent man-
ner. The next year Palliser issued an order that all

New England vessels were to sail before October 31st,
" Or they will have to stay the winter, as their sails and
rudders will be lodged in the Fort until next year."

Captain Crofton, in his interesting report of the
fisheries in 1798, says in reference 1 this :

—

" I am sorry to inform you that the three last winters
I was in Newfoundland, fishermen and people of all

descriptions went to America in the most public and

I'.
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official manner. I say official, as the vessels in which

they embarked cleared out at the Custom House for

Ireland to carry passengers, when it was notoriously

known that the passengers and master of the vessel

had previously agreed that after she sailed the pas-

sengers were to seize the ship, confine the crew, and

proceed to America, where, having landed, the master

then entered a protest and returned to Newfoundland."

The first account of American vessels visiting Labra-

dor is contained in the paper written in 1761 by Sir

Francis Bernard, Governor of Boston, which is so full

of interest that it is here reprinted :

—

Account of Labrador written by Sir Fmncis Bernard,

Governor of Massachusetts^ 1760.

La Tene de Labrador, or the land for cultivation, if settled

and improved by civilizing the natives, would afford a great

fund for trade, especially that part of it "ailed the Eskimeaux

shore, between Cape Charles in the Straits of Belle Isle, in

lat. 51, and Cape Chudley, in lat. 60 North, bounding east on

the Atlantic ocean. There is but one noted writer of the

French nation who mentions the Eskimeaux Indians : The
derivation of Eskimeaux mus*" depend entirely on him, as it is

a French termination. What nation of Indians he intends

by his descriptions of a pale red complexion, or where

situated, it is not easy to conceive ; he surely don't mean

those on the east main of Labrador, as it evidently will

appear by the following observations that no foreigner had

ever been among them, till Anno 1729; at least since Captain

Gibbons, in Anno 161 4, who, had he seen any of the natives,

it is probable would have mentioned it; and therefore I

suppose the French writer must mean those who live on or

between the lakes Atchoua and Atchikou, who have been

known to trade with the French in Canada, or perhaps at

St. James' Bay factory.
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The ErtimenK cout U very easy of accen early in the

co««t of NewfouruUand or Cape Breton

citi T' " ""^ ^"" °' "'""'^' "^y of 'h^™ very large,capable of great mprovemenU. a. they have more orL tae

good land, covered with wood^ in which are great numbera

1^^V "" ^' ''"<'• Along the cLt are^aceUent harbour., very «fe from ,torm, ; in «,n,e are (.lands

trou^ and <«he, fi,h. The climate and'^air i. exSmeN

nu«. though not » frequently a. to the «,uthwa, ,f Belle

i.li„H
' "''; """ '• '"""" everywhere on th ^, a„dniands m great plenty.

What follow. shaU be a pUin narration of fact^ as I^^vrf them from .eve.,1 per.on. who have be™ on thEskimeaux coast, w.th now and then a digression, which Ihope may be pertinent.

th,^*^
"""^ *'^ '^'"^ f™" ^"O" in 'he 'hip calledthe »*,& on a voyage to Davis', Straits i„ ,,,„. On W.reh.™ to Boston he went on shore in several pUcessouS^!

anywhere the least signs of any persons but the^v«havmg been there before him. In lat. 53 : 4c : or thereatoj^
being hasy weather he could not be very e«ct, he desa?5twelve otnoes with a, many Indians, wh? l^^me froT^^-^ bound to an island not far from his ship, i^S the„paddled ashore to an island as fast a. po«,ible Caouin

articles, to trade with the Indians, who made signs to him tocome round a pomt of Und, but he chose to go ashoreTn apomt of land that made one side of a fine Lbour Th^
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Indians stood a little distance from the point, and by their

actions showed signs of fear and amazement. He being

resolved to spealc to them, advanced toward them without

anything in his hands ; the Inilians took courage and suffered

him to come near them. He showed them a file, knife, and

sundry other little articles to exchange for fiir, whalebone, etc.

They did not apprehend his design, which obliged him to

send on board his ship for a slab of whalebone, on sight of

which they made a strange noise. It being near sunset, they

pointed to the sun going down, and then lay down with their

faces to the ground, covering their eyes with their hands. In

a few minutes they rose again, pointing to the sun, and then

turned themselves to the east, by which Captain Atkins

understood they would come to him again the next morning.

The Captain then went ashore, and carried with him some

trifles he thought most agreeable to the Indians, who returned

to the same place, and brought a quantity of whalebone, at

least fourteen feet long, and gave him in exchange for about

I OS. sterling value, as much bone as produced him .;^i3o

sterling at Boston.

The Indians were chiefly dressed in beaver clothing of the

finest fur, and some in seal skins. He could not distinguish

their sex by their dress, but one of his seamen, being desirous

to know, approached one of them, who, opening her beaver,

discovered her sex, which pleased the Indians greatly. Cap-

tain Atkins ordered one of his men to strip himself, which

caused the Indians to hollow as loud as possible. While they

were thus engaged one of the Indians snatched up a cutlass,

upon which they all ran off. Captain Atkins resolved not to

lose it and followed them, and making signs, they halted. He
applied to one of them, whom the others payed most respect

to, and got it returned. He then fired off one of his guns

pointed to the ground, which terrified them extremely, which

their hollowing plainly discovered. I am the more particular

in this account from his own mouth, as I think it plainly

indicates that the Indians on this coast and islands had never
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Sri'ca" roT" """r """«^ P^'P'-' f™"> Europe

Attins thrLtif h M ' '"'''*'" "8"'fi«l '<> Captain

observedltISave/coL IT' frf '° '"''*""• "«
together bein» T. k ! T ^"'^ °' ""'>' ?«'<=« «wed
plainly Iheylu^t T'^J" '"" '''"' "'>'^'> ^^o-

the'^Z'n/"''"'
"''/""'"' "'"'' ™« <»«'««»«. and active in

^ k anTZ,"'
°'""^'^ -""- « "^..s, which were m de of

^iM^Z^ ""•
"r«'y ^^"^d '"g^her, covered with

wl we";7f.Z T^'^'^ '°^ °f e""- These Indians

a^str^;;:::^ -.C'sutra^d"di~r:s

Tn l?':r'"''
"'"' ""'<' ^"^ apprehend his^T^-

growth; and no question but naval stores mfy be product

sho'e aJ5Z";a'e*Lr"'T^
""'''" " ' '"'' '"'='• '»'<'

UDon iTh K ' ^ ^^ mprovement might be made

H «tKms sailed up Davis's Inlet about twenty-five
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leagues. This coast is early very clear of ice, though at sea

a good distance off there are vast islands of ice that coine

from Hudson's and Davis's Straits, which are frequently earned

as far as the banks of Newfoundland by the strong current

that sets out from those straits southward.

Capt. Atkins made his last voyage on this coast Suled

the beginning of June, 1758. arrived at Mistaken Harlxiur

which he called so having put in there July rst foUowmg in

a foggy day, and went northward (with fine weather, very hot,

with some thunder and lightning) to lat. 57, searching for

.he Indians to trade with. Saw two large canoes which ran

from him. Despairing of meeting any more there he returned

southward, and went on shore in lat. 56^ 4°: at the Gmnd

Camp' place, which he called so from great signs of Indian

tents that had been fixed up there. Here he abo saw two

Indian men, one woman, and three children, who ran from

him He pursued and took them and carried them on board

his vessel, treated them kindly, and gave them «"ne ««»''

presents and then let them go. They were well pleased with

Capt Atkins. They called whalebone Shou-coe, a woman Aboc-

chu, oil Out.chot. When he sent his seamen to fetch one of

their canoes that had drifted from the vessel's side, they said

Touch-ma-noc. , , . a

I shall once for all take notice that the several harbour* and

places named by him was from anything remarkable he found

in them, as Gull Sound and Harbour, from the prodigious

number of gulls he saw there, also after the name of some of

his particular friends. .

The entrance of Hancock's Inlet, in lat. 55 S°- » ^^y fa"

inlet- very Uttle tide sets in or out; from fifteen to twenty

fathoms water going in ; five hundred sail of ships may rjde

conveniently in this harbour, secure from any weather. On

the east side the harbour is a natural quay or wharf, com-

posed of large square stones, some of them of prodigious

bulk. The quay is near three miles long ; runs out into the

> Nikvak.



AMERICANS ON THE LABRADOR 3J5

harbour in some places sixty, in others two hundred feet

broad ; eight fathom water at the head at high water ; so that

ships may lay at the quay afloat, and save their cables. The
harbour abounds in codfish very large, that a considerable
number of ships might load there without going outside,

which may be cured on the shore and at the quay, except in

very high tides ; while some are employed in the codfishery,

others might be catching salmon, seals, etc. in the harbours
so called. Capt. Atkins and his people waded in Salmon
River in two feet water, and catched some salmon in their

hands, as many as they had salt to cure, one of which
measured four feet ten inches long. How far up this river

reached he could not tell, but believes a good way inland

(though shallow in some places), to be capable of breeding
such vast shoals of salmon, salmon trout, and other small fish

that passed by them while fishing there ; also several acres of
Flats in Salmon River, filled with clams, muscles, and other
shell-fish, among many other conveniences necessary to a good
harbour, and some falls of water suiuble to erect saw mills,

grist mills, etc. ; all kinds of sea fowl are very plentiful and
easily taken. A good settlement might be made on Fort Island
in this harbour, easily secured from any attacks of Indians.

On Cape Cod there is a vast plenty of wood ; some pines he
saw there sufficient to make masts for ships of six or seven
hundred tons, and he doubts not but a little way inland they
are much larger, and with hazel and other woods fit for ship-

building. The soil in this harbour is capable of great improve-
ments, there being rich low grounds. The woods abound in

partridges, pheasants, and other game, as well as bears, deer,

beaveis, otters, black foxes, hares, minks, martins, sables, and
other beasts of rich fur. The beavers are of the black kind, of
the finest fur in this country. He took particular notice of
some small birds of passage, among them some robins, well
known to love a pleasant climate; and on the shore side

great plenty of geese, ducks, teal, brants, curlews, plovers, and
sand birds ; and from all Capt. Atkins and his people could
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observe, they are well persuaded that the winters at the

harbour (he now called Pownal Harbour in Hancock's Inlet),

are not so uncomfortable as at Newfoundland and Louis-

bourgh, though so much further northward. In September

29th, 1758, he left this delightful inlet in fine weather, bound

home to Boston, searching the coast and trading, put into

Fortune Bay, and left it October i6th. Some sleet and rain and

a little cold; had five days' passage to St. Peter's Bay in

Newfoundland, where the weather has been so cold and

tempestuous for foiuteen days before they could not catch

fish, which Capt. Atkins might have done at Fortune Bay

the whole time.

I can hear of no vessel having wintered on that coast, ex-

cept a snow which Capt. Prebble found at Fortune Bay when

sent on that coast by Capt. Atkins in 1753. Capt. Prebble

traded with the natives, about seventy men, women, and

children ;
got from them about 3000 lb. of bone for a trifling

value. Capt. Prebble carried with him a young Frenchman

in hope that some Indians might be found rho understood the

French language, but they could not find one who took more

notice of it than of English—a plain proof these people

had never left their own coui.Sy to trade with the French

;

for it is very observable that the Indians who have been used

to trade with the French speak that tongue well. Capts.

Atkins, Prebble, and others agree that the current sets south-

ward; in the several harbours they went into they found

the tides flowed about seven feet.

The river St. Lawrence being nor- opened to us, a passage

from Boston may be made early to the Eskimeaux coast,

through ihe Straits of Belle Isle. 1 might here add sundry

observations made by Capt. Atkins and others on this coast

;

and of their conjectures of the richness of this country in

mines and minerals; but I, at present, content my?""' with a

bare relation of facts, sincerely wishing the foregoing ob-

servations might be of any advantage to future navigators.

Boston, Fit. i6ih, 1761.

\\:h
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In 1753, Captain Charles Swayne, in the good ship
Argo, was despatched from Philadelphia to attempt the
discovery of the North-West Passage. He was unable
to force his way north through the ice, but carefully
explored the coast from 56° to 65° N. lat. In 1754
he again went to the Labrador coast, but three of his
men being decoyed and murdered by the Eskimos, the
further prosecution of the voyage was abandoned.
New England whalers, apparently, were not slow to

follow up the path which had been opened for them by
Captains Atkins, Prebble, and Swayne, for as we have
already heard. Sir Hugh Palliser speaks of them as
regularly frequenting the coast in 1766. Their conduct
to the Eskimos and to the English fishermen was so bar-
barous and lawless that Sir Hugh Palliiier wrote a letter

of remonstrance to Sir Francis Bernard, and drew up
rules and regulations for their government, and for the
conduct of the whale fishery on the coast. (See Chap. XI.)
This is an important point, and has some bearing upon
the question of American rights in British waters.

Labrador had just been joined to the colony of New-
foundland, and it was the duty of the Governor, Sir
Hugh Palliser, to bring this new dependency to law
and order. He recognized no divided authority with
Sir Francis Bernard, but drew up his rules and regula-
tions, and asked Sir Francis to have them posted up in

those parts of his government where the whalers and
others going to Labrador would take notice of them.
Ii the New Englanders went to Newfoundland and
Labrador waters in pursuit of the fisheries, they were
bound to obey the ordinances which had been drawn
up for the conduct of those fisheries. As it was tlien,

in the very beginning of this industry, so it has been
ever since. The claim m.ide by the Government of the

iM
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United States to be free of any control, and above and
apart from all local laws, can hardly be said to be

founded upon original rights.

New Englanders were also in the habit of visiting

the Magdalen Islands, where their conduct was as ob-

jectionable as it was on the coast of Labrador. In 1771

Commodore Byron issued a Proclamation forbidding

any one to fish at these islands without a special license.

In 1774 a certain John Brown wrote to Governor

Shuldham saying that he had carried on a fishery

at Cod Roy and Humber Rivers, Newfoundland, for

seven years, but had recently been greatly annoyed by
masters of vessels coming there from America, and
particularly by one Lawrence Cavanagh, who brought

parties of Cape Breton Indians for the purpose of furring,

all contrary to law. The Governor ordered that if any
American vessels were found offending there in the future

they were to be seized and brought to St John's.

Lorenzo Sabine, whose valuable Report has already

been quoted, says :

—

" As I have examined the scattered and fragmentary

accounts of Labrador, there is no proof whatever that

its fishing grounds were occupied by our countrymen
until after we became an independent people."

And he adds :

—

" As late as 1761 it is not probable that fishermen of

any flag had visited the waters of Labrador."

In another place he s-/s :

—

" The first American vessel which was fitted for the

Labrador fishery sailed from Newburyport towards the

close of the last century (1794). The business once

undertaken was pursued with great energy, and several
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hundred vessels were engaged at it annually previous to
the war of 1812."

Sabine was not quite so well informed as usual on
ti^se points, for as readers of this history will have
learned, the southern Labrador coasts were early visited
by Europeans, and the fishery carried on by the New
Englanders was also quite considerable.

G. Browne Goode, in his monumental Report on
American Fisheries, 1884, tells that in 1765 one hun-
dred vessels cleared from New England for the whale
fishery in the Gulf of St Lawrence and the Straits of
Belle Isle. The season was a very good one, and they
returned with about nine thousand barrels of oil. Loud
complaints were made the next year against Palliser-s
regulations, which do not of themselves appear un-
reasonable, but necessitated a considerable change from
the lawless and uncontrolled methods of previous years.
The Boston News Letter of November iSth, 1766, reports
that the " vessels are returning half loaded " ; and a later
issue says :

—

"Several vessels are returned from the whaling busi-
ness who have not only had very bad success, but also
have been ill-treated by some of the cruisers on the
Labrador Coast"

The following is Palliser's account of the circum-
stance, in his letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty
August 25th, 1766 :—
"When the King's Ships arrived on their stations this

year upon the coast of Labrador, they found between
200 and 300 Whaling Vessels from the Plantations,
great part of which were employed fishing for Cod and
carrying it over to the French ships in Newfoundland

;

also destroying the fishing works belonging to English

I
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fishers, firing the woods and doing every kind of mis-

chief to prevent and discourage English adventurers

from going to that coast ; also in hunting and plunder-

ing the poor Indians on that coast The King's officers

immediately put a stop to all this, and sent them away
a whaling ; then our new ship adventurers from Britain

under this protection went to work, and have succeeded

beyond expectations, taking amazing quantities of Cod."

The New Englanders loudly protested against being

debarred from fishing at Labrador. One writes :

—

" To me it is amazing that any body of men should

attempt to engross it to themselves ; it will never prove

very profitable to any body of men in England, and
must be advantageous to Americans only."

Additional instructions were sent to Palliser by the

Admiralty in 1766, telling him "not to interrupt His

Majesty's American subjects in fishing providing they

conform to the established rules offishing"
In the Schedule of the Fishery for 1767, the number

of American vessel- is given as about 300, 18,000 tons,

and 3900 men. (See following page.)

Goode says that "there can be no doubt but that

the indiscretions of the whalemen were much magni-

fied." " Indiscretions " is rather a mild term for the

offences described by Palliser. Goode continues :
" The

Colonial governors often made the resources under their

control a source of revenue for themselves, and Palli-

ser's action would seem to indicate personal interest in

keeping whalemen from the Colonies away from the

territory under his control."

There is absolutely no ground for this calumnious

statement Palliser was a man of the highest character,

and to suppose that he could have interested himself
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An Account of tkt Trade and Fisheries Carried on within this
Government by Vessels and Peoplefrom the PiantaHons.

No. OP
VSSSBLS.

"5

How
Employed.

Sloops and
Schooners Em-
ploy'd Trading
to Newfound-
Und.

Sloops and
Schooners Em- I

ploy'd on the I

Whale Fishery
|

recon'd at 60
,

Tuns and 13
Men each.

6397

Men.

iS.ooo

ps and
I

18,000Slo(
,

Schuoncrs Em'
ploy'd on the
Cod Fishery
reccn'd at 60
Tuns and 10
Men each.

715 Total
7580

RXMAIKI.

These vessels Ca^o'i con-
sist chiefly of Rum, Mo-
lasses, Bread, Fluur, and
other Provisions, which
with their vessels sold
may be rated at 100,000
Pounds Value for which
thev are Immediately Paid
with BillK of Exchanee
upon England, a very
small part excepted with
the refuse Fish.

According to the best Ac-
counts, full this Number
of Vessels have been Em-
ploy'd about the Gulph of
St. Lawrence, the Banks
and Coasts of Newfound-
lanil and Labrador ; they
killed above One Hundred
Whaies of the best kind
within the Gulph, where
they stay only about six
weeks : what they killed
afterwardsabout theBanks
is not known, only that in
general they have had good
Success.

According to the best Ac-
counts full this Number of
Vessels have been em-
ploy'd about the Banks
adjacent to the Coasts of
Newfoundland and Lab-
rador; theycarry their Fish
to the respective Provinces
to which they belong,
therefore the exact quan-
tity of Fish they take is

uncertain, but on an aver-
age may be recon'd at 800
Quintals p^ Vessel, making
340,000 Quintals.

Hugh Palusser, 15th Dec'., 1767.
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financially in any business during the three short
summers he was on the coast betokens very little

knowlege of the conditions. A fortnight each season
was probably all the time he could spare at Labra-
dor. His instructions to his subordinates, commanders
of vessels and forts, always contained the strictest in-

junctions not to engage in trade of any description.

But the New Englanders did not seem to mend
their ways as the years went on, for we find, in the
very full reports made in 1772-3 by Lieutenant
Roger Curtis, even severer strictures upon their con-
duct. He said they were a lawless banditti, the cause
of every quarrel between the Eskimos and Europeans,
and whose greatest joy was to distress the subjects of
the mother country; they swarmed upon the coasts
like locusts, and committed every kind of offence with
malignant wantonness. Lieutenant Curtis's language
gets quite picturesque on this subject, and we can
only hope with Goode that they were not so black
as they were painted. Curtis strongly recommended
that they should be debarred the privilege of fishingaon
the Labrador entirely.

But their fishing operations were soon brought to a
standstill by the outbreak of the War of Independence,
when many of the erstwhile fishermen turned privateers
and returned to their formn haunts, to harry the unpro-
tected fishermen and settlers in Newfoundland and
Labrador.

In 1776 Governor Montague writes that he hears
that four privateers have been seen in the Straits of
Belle Isle, and that he has two men-of-war there which
he hopes may encounter them. In 1777 he is informed
that two privateers are off Flacentia "to bum, sink,

and destroy." In 1778 he reports that privateers are
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daily committing depredations on the coast. Trinity
Bay was actually in want of provisions from that cause,
and in 1779 Fortune, St. Lawrence, and Burin arc-

reported to be in the same case. George Cartwrighr,
and the firm of Noble and Pinson, suffered considr ible
losses from their attacks. But Jeremiah Coui, ilan,

Cartwright's early partner, writes to Governor Montague
that he had escaped loss himself, and that " Grimes and
his motley crew " had beaten a precipitate retreat. He
had 250 men in his employ, and had put them under
military discipline, so that he was able to beat Grimes
off. He states that old Mr. Pinson was the cause of the
garrison being withdrawn from York Fort, and that if

Noble and Pinson had mounted their ship's guns on
shore and assumed " an encouraging mode of carriage,"
it would have been defence enough against Grimes.
But it was by no means a one-sided conflict, for in

1780 five privateers were captured in Newfoundland
waters, and in 1781 H.M.S. Pluto sailed from St. John's
one morning and returned in the afternoon with two
captured privateers.

While the negotiations for a treaty of peace were in
progress, great stress was laid upon the importance of
the fisheries. Every point, every word, was c.-refully

weighed. Time and again the negotiations were nearly
broken off because of the difficulty in coming to an
agreement on this matter^ But finally, by the Treaty
of Paris, 1783, it was agreed—
" that the people of the United States shall continue to
enjoy, unmolested, the right to take fish of every kind
on the Grand Bank, and on all the other banks of New-
foundland ; also in the Gulf of St Lawrence, and at
all other places in the sea where the inhabitants of both
countries used at any time to fish ; and also that the

1
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inhabitantj of the United States ihall have liberty to

talce fish of every kind on such part of the coast of

Newfoundland as British fishermen shall use (but not

to dry or cure the same on that island), and also on the

coasts, bays, and creeks of all other of His Britannic

Majesty's dominions in America ; and that the American
fishermen shall have liberty to dry and cure fish in any
of the unsettled bays, harbours, and creeks of Nova
Scotia, Magdalen Islands, and Labrador as long as the

same shall remain unsettled ; but as soon as the same
or either of them shall be settled, it shall not be lawful

for the said fishermen to dry or cure fish at such settle-

ment without a previous agreement for that purpose

with the inhabitants, proprietors, or possessors of the

ground."

A few points only of the above treaty need be touched

upon. It will be noticed that while it was agreed that

the United States should have the righO to fish in the

open stas, they had only the liberty^ to fish in British

waters. In Newfoundland they could only take fish on
such coasts as British subjects shall use—the intention

on the part of the British being no doubt to guard

the rights already given to the French, and also

because the Americans were bound by treaty not

to interfere with the French. In all other British

Dominions the liberty was granted to fish in the coasts,

bays, and creeks, which was a very much more com-
prehensive term than the mere coasts of Newfound-
land. That a distinction was intended is proved by
the fact that it was so acted upon, and that American
fishing vessels did not frequent Newfoundland waters,

while they completely overran those of the other colonies.

' The us: of these words was only agreed to after a loag and heated
detxte.

M
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It seems very probable that the United SUtei
willingly accepted the lesser rights in Ne«-foundland
waters when unrestricted rights were granted on
Labrador, the great value of which they fully ap-
preciated.

The New Englanders at once resumed their visits to

Labrador, and in a few years the trade had become
enormous.

The Gloucester Teltgrapk published in 1829 an
account written in 1815 of the Massachusetts fisheries

from 1790 to 1810. It says :—

"The 648 vessels that fish at Labrador and Bay
Chaleur I put down at 41,600 tons, and 5832 men and
boys. They take and cure 648,000 qtls. of fish, making
r trip yearly. Most of the vessels cure part of their

fish on shore near the place where they catch them,
and the rest after their return home. Several cargoes
are shipped direct to Europe, particularly to Alicante,
Leghorn, and Naples. The average price obtained is

*5.oo per quintal. They take 20,000 barrels of oil

valued at *8.oo to $i2.co. Some said that 1700 ves.<iels

were engaged in this fishery, but this is no doubt greatly

exaggerated."

This writer himself greatly overestimated the number
of vessels pursuing the Labrador fishery, for in the
statistics given by Sabine of the cod fishery of the
United States, the average tonnage employed altogether
at that period was 43,OJO, the greater part of which
frequented the near-by fisheries on the Grand Banks.
But still the numbers were no doubt considerable, for

in 1806 forty-five vessels are reported to have sailed

for Labrador from Newburyport alone.

From Captain Crofton's Report of the Fisheries,

II ]
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1798, the following interesting particulars are gleaned.

He says :

—

"Before concluding my observations respecting the

Coast of Labrador, I think it proper to acquaint you

that vessels from the United States of America have

arrived here every year since the Treaty of Peace with

that country ; and as there has been no ship hitherto

appointed to attend their motions, it is most probable

that they take every opportunity of trading with the

Indians (Eskimos).' I have likewise heard that they

have interrupted the British in their Salmon Fishery,

having placed their nets in Rivers, which our Fisher-

men consider contrary to the Treaty ; Harbours, Bays,

and Creeks being particularly specified, and Rivers not

being mentioned. It will therefore be satisfactory to

have the right of fishing in Rivers more fully explained,

as reference will he made to the first officer that happens

to be on the spot during the time of catching salmon,

which was finished before my arrival on the coast of

Labrador, and the American vessels departed."

While somewhat foreign to the design of this book,

it is interesting here to note Captain Crofton's account

of the fishery at the Magdalen Islands. He found that

these islands had not been visited by any of His

Majesty's ships since 1787. Prior to the war with

America, the fishing rights had been leased to Colonel

Richard Gridley, of Massachusetts—a fact which is also

noted by Sir Joseph Banks in*i766. During the war,

Gridley played an important part in the American

Army, laying out the works at Bunker Hill, and after-

wards becoming the head of the engineer's department

' It must be remembered that sfter the war wal over, trade between

the United Statct and the British North American colonies was inter-

dicted.
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under Washington. Lorenzo Sabine says he had not
been able to learn whether Colonel Gridley retained
his grant of the Magdalens after the war. Captain
Crofton, however, reports :

—

"That the only British fishery on the Islands is
carried on by Mr. John Janvrin of Jersey, who has but
one boat and three men. He bought a house, etc.,
from Mr. Gridley of Boston that had been resident here
many years before and since the last war. Mr. Gridley
carried on the Sea Cow fishery, and was then in partner-
ship with Mr. Read of Bristol, but by what authority
he established himself here since the War I cannot
learn, as he received all his stores and provisions from
Boston in New England, and sent the produce of the
Islands thither in return. I was much surprised at
finding a British Merchant's establishment here, on so
small a scale, but am informed that the Island has been
so much resorted to lately by American vessels that
it has discouraged Mr. Janvrin from extending his
conimerce. This year the number of American vessels
drying fish at the Magdalens amounted to thirty-five,
and more than two-thirds of them have cured their
fish in the Harbour of Amherst, and occupied so large
a space as to almost exclude Mr. Janvrin or any British
Adventurer from pursuing the fishery in an extensive
way. The Americans, having met with no interrup-
tion, have lately had the presumption to build several
fish stages and flakes; they have not yet left any
person to remain the winter, but in the Spring bring
two crews for each vessel, one of which remains on
shore to cure the fish. The Americans having finished
their fishery for the season, I therefore only observed
to them that I was of opinion that it was improper for
them erecting flakes, etc., and so many vessels resorting
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to one harbour, supposing that my admonishing them

would now be too late to produce any effect this season.

Before leaving the Magdalens, I am extremely sorry to

acquaint you that the Sea Cow Fishery at those Islands

is totally annihilated, not one having been seen for

many years."

'

In September, 1797, Captain (afterwards Admiral)

Isaac Coffin wrote to Governor Waldegrave, informing

him that the Magdalen Islands nshery had been granted

to him in 1788 by Lord Dorchester, and asking that

Americans and all other poachers be restrained from re-

sorting there. Governor Waldegrave wrote to the Duke

of Portland for instructions on the matter. The reply

was made that Captain Coffin's grant did not convey

the right of settlement and occupation, that conse-

quently the Magdalen Islands could not be said to be

settled, and that therefore the Americans had the right

to fish there. As lately as 1852, his heir, Captain

Townsend Coffin, leased the islands to Benjamin Weir

and others of Halifax.

The American fishermen were clearly within their

rights to dry and cure fish on the Magdalen Islands,

provided that the places used by them were unsettled.

Captain Crofton evidently considered that Amherst

Harbour was a settled and occupied harbour from

which the Americans were excluded, unless they made

special agreements with the ostensible owners.

The practice of hiring stations for drying and curing

fish was occasionally resorted to by the Americans on

the Labrador, as the following correspondence shows.

That the lessors had no right to the place, and that the

' In the Rtpcrt of the Fisheries for 1789, it is stated that the sea cow

fishery had Ijeen almost totally destroyed by the Americans, who killed

them in the water and on shore, especially during whelping time, in the

month of May.

li



AMERICANS ON THE LABRADOR 339

Americans relet it in part, adds considerable piquancy
to the story.

In 1802 the important firm of D. Codner and Com-
pany, of St. John's, made complaint to Governor Gambier
that, having sent a vessel to Red Bay, Labrador, they
could not get room there to erect stages and cure fish.

They stated ihat the place was claimed by Randall and
Company, who only occupied a small part themselves,
letting the 1 iance to Americans, so that the captain
of their vessel was forced to rent a station from the
said Americans, for which he paid ;£io. The Governor
replied as follows :

—

" I have to inform you that no person is allowed to
take possession of any part of the coast of Labrador,
where there are no Canadian possessions, nor to make
sedentary establishments save such as shall produce
certificates of having sailed from England. You are
authorized to occupy any vacant places on the coast of
Labrador so long as the above rule is carried out."

The rapid growth of the American fishery, on the
coast of Labrador in particular, but also on the Nova
Scotian coast and in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, seriously
affected the prosperity of Newfoundland. In 1804 the
naval officer on the fishery service was told that there
were 1360 American vessels employed on the Banks, in
the Gulf, and on the Labrador. A watchman who had
been employed to count the American vessels passing
through the Gut of Canso in 1807, stated that there had
been at least 938.

Complaints of the aggressive conduct of the Ameri-
cans were made from every part of British North
America. At this period United States vessels do
not appear to have frequented the Newfoundland coast,

I
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owing no doubt to the fact that the privileges granted

by the Treaty of 1783 were very much more restricted

in that island than in any other part of British North

America. While Newfoundland waters were spared

from the \merican invasion, the competition from the

United States in foreign markets nearly ruined the

Newfoundland trade, it was a serious handicap to

have to bring out ships and men from Great Britain each

spring and to take them back at the close of the season.

Newfoundland was also debarred from the cheap pro-

visions and marine stores which had been obtained

from the American colonies prior to the Revolution,

and everything had to be brought from England at

great expense.

Urged by the merchants of St. John's, the Governor,

Sir Erasmus Gower, in 1805, wrote to the Secretary of

State to the following effect :—The New England

fislisrlus had increased to such a degree that they far

exceeded those of Newfoundland. Their produce com-

peted with Newfoundland fish in all markets, and was

sold at lower prices. The Newfoundland catch had been

reduced by half. The chief advantage of the Americans

lay in their cheap provisions and outfits, and he recom-

mended that the embargo on trade with the United

States be removed. He also stated that the Americans

had almost driven British-caught fish out of the British

West Indies, having sold there in the previous year

1 50,000 quintals, while Newfoundli.nd had sold 50,000

only, and asked that someihm^- be done to secure that

market from American competition.

The fisheries of Newfoundland and Labrador were still

considered to be vitally necessary for the supply of men

for the Navy, ai.d Sir Erasmus Gower's representations

at once received tJue consideration. His secretary, Mr.
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Joseph Trounsell, wrote to the merchants of St. John's,

in March, 1S06, saying that the Lords of the Committee
for Trade and Plantations had recommended that a

bounty of 2s. per quintal be paid on all British-caught

fish imported into the West Indies. This was supple-

mented in April by a bounty of is. 6d. to 4s. per

barrel on pickled fish. Finally a duty was imposed

on American fish to countervail the duty which America
had imposed on British fish.

This was very satisfactory to the Newfoundland
merchants until the United States retorted by placing

a complete embargo on trade with the British North
American colonies, thus preventing them from obtaining

the supply of cheap provisions which was so vitally

necessary. In 1808 considerable fears of famine were

entertained, and provisions went to extreme prices.

The bounty on exports to the British West Indies

seemed to be only temporary, for in 1808 we find the

merchants of St. John'j petitioning for its continuance.

These restrictions to trade bore very hardly also

on the American fishing industry. It is recorded that

in 1808 quantities offish rotted in their stores for want
of a market.

In 1806 the principal merchants of Conception Bay
presented a memorial to Governor Holioway calling his

attention to the actions of the Americans who visited

Labrador, declaring that they were indefatigable in

their endeavours to entice away the fishermen and ser-

vants of the merchants, and were contrivers and abettors

in robbery and fraud. Among other instances given

was that of a crew who had been furnished with a brig

and supplies of all sorts by the firm of Goss, Chauncy,

and Ledgard, of Carbonear, and who fished at Camp
Islands, Labrador. Owing to the inducements offered
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them by the captain of an American vessel, they sold

their catch of fish and all the gear of the brig to him,

left her to go to pieces on the rocks, and all went off to

America, The petitioners begged that a ship of war be

s.jit on the coast to put a stop to the illicit dea-'jgs of

the Americans.

Governor Holloway at once sent a vessel to enquire

into the doings of the Americans on the Labrador

coast, and apparently discovered more than the memo-
rialists intended, as is seen by the following letter to

the Privy Council, dated September 9th, 1907 :

—

"As His Majesty's ship Topaz is ordered to sail for

England, I have the honour to relate a circumstance

which I feel is of importance for the consideration of

the Lords of the Committee of the Privy Council for

Trade and Plantations, which I beg you will be pleased

to lay before them.
" The Americans that fish on the Coast of Labrador

have long been suspected, and upon good information,

of carrying great quantities of provisions as well as

other contraband articles, which they sell and barter to

the British merchants, who with great facility tranship

them in small quantities to this Island. It has been

usual for the Commander-in-Chief of Newfoundland to

send vessels to the Coast of Labrador, not only to pro-

tect His Majesty's subjects, but the Commanders also

have orders to prevent any illicit trade between them
and other powers.

" The Adonis cutter. Lieutenant McKillop, a few

days since detained two American vessels upon correct

information of their having sold and bartered a great

quantity of provisions and other articles, and had laden

with fish not caught or cured by the people of the United

States. They are sent here for adjudication, where it is
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alleged they cannot be tried as the offence was com-

mitted without the jurisdiction of this Government. If

they are liberated it will be giving great encouragement

to the Americans to pursue this system, which must
prove highly injurious to His Majesty's commercial

interests. It is impracticable at this season of the year

to send vessels to Quebec, and it would also be attended

with great inconvenience in the event of liberation from

the situation of that port.

"The Coast of Labrador was formerly annexed to

this Government, and, I understand by my papers

from the Admiralty, was removed to Quebec on

account of a few grants to individuals which extend but

to a small district.

" I therefore humbly beg leave to suggest to their

lordships the advantages which will arise to His

Majesty's Government by annexing the Coast of

Labrador to this command as the most effectual mode
of suppressing this illicit trade, which otherwise will

prove a great evil to the trade of Great Britain."

A few days afterwards permission was granted to land

the cargo of fish and sell it for the benefit of whom
it may concern. The schooner Malita, seized "for

breach of navigation laws of Labrador," lay in St. John's

Harbour and rotted there, and it is probable that the

case never came before the Admiralty Court at all.

On November 19th, 1808, Governor Holloway, writing

to Lord Castlereagh, asks if any decision had been

arrived at respecting the transfer of Labrador to New-

foundland, for " at present the most atrocious deeds

may be committed and the offenders go unpunished,

irregularities being constantly practised by the Ameri-

cans who frequent the coast, which I have no authority

to take cognizance of, although only to be detected by

I
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my cruisers, Quebec being too remote for the establish-
ment of any civil or other authority. The number of
vessels from the United States frequenting or fishing
on the Coast of Labrador and Newfoundland have been
but few in comparison with other years, the number
this season not having exceeded 200 or 300."

The seizure of this vessel is a most important occur-
rence, and is a most valuable piece of evidence on the
rights of American fishermen in British waters.
At that period trade of all descriptions with the

United States had been prohibited (28 Geo. Ill c 6)
except that in case of emergency the Governor ofNew-
foundland was empowered to authorize the importation
of "bread, flour, Indian corn, and live stock." British
subjects in Newfoundland and Labrador also were
strictly prohibited from selling, to persons not British
subjects, vessels or gear, any kind of bait, or produce of
the fishery of any sort
The inhabitants of the United States, by the Treats-

of .783, were given the liberty to take and cure fi=„,
but not to purchase it, and when this vessel was found
laden with fish not caught by inhabitants of the United
itates, she and her cargo were promptly confiscated

In 1812 the pursuit of the fisheries by inhabitants
of the United States on the coast of Labrador was^ain interrupted by war, and again the coast of
Newfoundland was visited by numerous American
privateers The merchants of St. John's asked
Admiral Keats, the Governor of Newfoundland for
a convoy to bring down vessels from Quebec with
flour and provisions, of which the country was muchm need But the Governor replied that he could not
undertake this service with the little squadron which
he had at his command. Quite a number of British
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r^!"*"* "!.""'' ""'' °'" '«««» of marque, and agoody number of American prize, were bought in,"

fuJrt ?• .^""^' """"y °f Newfoundland Isauthority for the statement that one could walk across

which"w
" °' ^•..'°''""' ™ '"« ''«''» °f *« ^ri^swhich were moored there side by side

The merchants of St. John's, who were a very activebody, presented a memorial to Admiral KeTts theGovernor, at the close of the year .8.3, begrine thatwhen peace came to be negotiated. Mh^rirlnch
t is s'^cT

T'-":°"" •** ""'"'"' '"^ »"'->> *"'"'

heri in fun If^""6 document that it is quotedhere in full. It must be observed that the worthymerchants were careful to present their <ie in^i^
strongest possible light, and'^atso.Te ofXir statements were probably exaggerated :-

«:;r"^^"^ '- "-' '-"- "- "'-'"' ^f^-

N«fn Ji' T """^ '" ""= '^""^ ""1 Fisheries ofNewfoundland assembled at the Merchants Hall i„
St. Johns, twenty-seventh of October, One thousand
eight hundred and thirteen:

e mousand

Humbly sheweth,

M»i», T*"*
""Chants, Planters and aU other classes of HisMaes ys subjects in this Island have at aU time, manfetrfthe Loyalty ,0 .h^ir King, and have never failedr^prSthe r indignation at the 'reacherous conduct of the eZ^

t^LTT'- Z"" ""'""'"« "^' °" existence

™"
great and independent nation must chiefly depend upon om

F:^ra"n'd A
'°™"'^'"'^ "'""^ ^^ the'polirof «clud n"France and Amenca rrom the advantages those nations hav!
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heietofore enjoyed in times of Peace, in this fiihery mu»t

be evident to every man of obaervation engaged in this branch

of commerce.

By former treaties with France and the United States of

America, those powers were allowed certain privileges on these

shores, banks, coast of Labrador and in the Gulf of St. Law-

rence, in the opinion of Your Excellency's Memorialists highly

impolitic, and which the wisdom of the Brit'sh Government

would not coincide except under very peculiar circumstances.

By this concession to France and America a great national

benefit was lost, and a door opened to illicit commerce to the

injury of the Revenue as well as to His Majesty's subjects

engaged in the trade of Newfoundland and the British

American Colonies. A facility was thereby afforded of intro-

ducing into Newfoundland and those Colonies, teas and other

articles of contraband, and temptation held out to our fisher-

men to emigrate to the United States, and the superior

numbers of their citizens who annually resorted to the shores

of Labrador enabled them to control and overawe our people

on that coast except indeed when a ship of war happened

to be within the reach of complaint. Fifteen hundred

American vessels have been known to be prosecuting the

fishery at one time on the Labrador coast, bringing with them

coffee, teas, spirits, and other articles of contraband. In

their passage thither from their own country they generally

stop in the Gut of Canso, where the narrowness of the navi-

gation affords great facility to smuggling.

The intercourse of our fishermen with these secret enemies

of Britain has an effect not less fatal to their moral character

than to our fishery. The small planters and catchers of fish

which make the great body of the people on the coast of

Labrador under the influence of notions imbibed by their

daily intercourse with men whose interests are at war with

ours, become dissatisfied with their supplying merchants

who are lable to meet their foreign competitors on equal

ground, the next step, as experience shows, is the neglect
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of the only meani in their power to discharge their dcbu.
Diiobedience uid Insubordination follows, and finally their
minds becoikie alienated from their own Government, and
thejr emigrate to another to the great loss of their country.

In tiroes of Peace, besides, the citizens of the United
Sutes resort in great numbers to the Banks, where they
anchor in violation of express stipulations to the great annoy-
ance of this valuable branch of the Newfoundland trade.
Nor is it possible that the strictest vigilance is often able to
detect them in the breach of such stipulations.

The evils growing out of the impolitic concessions to
insidious friends are more extensive than Your Excellency's
Memorialists have yet suted ; they accompany our commerce
into the markets of Europe and the West Indies.

In the United States, men, provisions and every other
article of outfit are procured upon much better terms than
the nature of things will admit of with the British. These
combined advantages enable them to undersell the British
merchant in the Foreign Market. Hence heavy losses have
often by him been sustained, and must always be sustained
under similar circumstances.

The proof of the great national advantage heretofore
reaped by America from the Fishery, Your Excellency's
Memorialists not only quote the language of MassachusetU
in June last in a remonstrance to their Government "keep
your land, but give us a fishery."

The French in time of tranquillity prosecuting the fishery
at St. Pierre and Miquelon, it is well known carried on an
extensive illicit commerce with the British residing on the
coast contiguous to those Islands, although they pretended
that such intercourse was contrary to a known law of their
own country, similar illicit traffic was at the same time carried
on by the subjects of that nation with the English on the
coast ceded to the former on the North part of this Island.
The entire range between Cape John, Northward to Cape
Rea, was yielded to France, and the British were prohibited
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by the French from ever liihing between thow two Capci.
Your Memorialutt have leamt from good authority that
France actually employed upon thii North Shore (with St
Pierre and Miquelon) Twenty Ihouwnd men. Excellent
Harbours, hardly five milea asunder, skirt the coast from
Cape John to the Straits of Belle Isle, affording seci-nty to
ships and vessels in the worst weather, and the great resort
of the codfish to the very mouths of these harbours, beyond
what is generally known upon the other shores of Newfound-
land, evince the high advantages of the North Fishery formerly
possessed hv France.

The fi'-liery now prosecuted with vigour by the British
upon the shores heretofore enjoyed by the French is become
very extenrive, and employs a large proportion of our fisher-

men. The product of this industry is brought hither and
carried to other ports of export coastways in vessels owned
by the employers, and supplies of the Planters and Fishermen.
Dwelling-houses, substantial stages and stores would soon rise

up in that quarter of the Island, were it ceruin that the
builders would at the return of Peace be allowed to reuin
their property. That valuable part of Newfoundland, fertile

in everything for promoting a fishery, would in sfh an cveni
form a populous district of great value to the Mother Country,
not only as a fishery, but as it would cultivate a coasting
navigation, at all times an important object with Government.
And believing firmly, as your Excellency's Memorialists

have reason to believe, and have already stated, that our
existence as a great independent nation depends upon our
Dominion on the Ocean, the wise policy o' hutting out those
nations now leagued in war against us from a fiiture participa-
tion in so important a branch of our commerce can hardly be
made a question.

The increased advantages since the commencement of
hostilities with America, derived to both our Export and
Import Trade having now no competitors in the Foreign
Markets, and what is of the last and highest importance, the

iiis
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incTcMe of our meaiu to nuke muinen, while those of our
enemiet must in the lame proportion be crippled, ibow the
wiidoin of prcMTving the "vtnUige ground" we now sUnd
upon. And Your Excellency't Memorialitu feel the more
urgent in their preunl repreientation as the prospects which
happily have recently opened in Europe may afford a well-
grounded hope that the time is not very remote when negotia-
tions may be opened for the return of permanent Peace.
From the protection afforded to the trade of this Island

^ Your Excellency, as well as by His Excellency, Sir John
B. Warren, a great number of fishing vessels having gone to
Labrador from Nova Scotia, the number of men employed on
the Labrador shores this season has been doubW, and the
absence of their former intruders has enabled them to fish un-
molested. Your Excellency's Memorialists beg to press upon
your serious consideration, which they cannot too often urge
the important poUcy, should fortunately the circumstances of
Europe ultimately encourage such a hope, of wholly excluding
foreigners from sharing again in the advantages of a fishery
from which a large proportion of our best national defence
will be derived.

From the proofs Your Excellency has manifested, durinp
Your Excellency's short residence in Newfoundland, 0! solici-
Wde for the prosperity of this trade, and from Your
Excellency's high character, in a profession, the salvation
and admiration of oppressed nations, and upon which we can
rely for a continuance of that prosperity.
Your ExceUency's MemorUlists confidently hope that Your

Excellently wiU, on your return to England, lay this, their
humble representotion, before His Majesty's Government and
give It that support which the high importance of the case
demands.

(Signed)
J. MacBraire,

Chairman.
St. John's, NiWFounni.ANn,

Sfk ^'vfrnirr, i8ij.

I
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On April loth, 1814, Governor Keats wrote from

England to the merchants of St. John's that their

memorial was receiving due attention, and in the foUow-
July he himself wrote the following letter to the

Secretary of State, supplementing the memorial of the

merchants :

—

Memorial of Merchants and Exclusion of Foreigners

from Fisher}:

I HAVE the honour at the request of the Merchants and
principal Resident Inhabitants interested in the trade of

Newfoundland, to transmit your Lordship a Memorial which 1

have received from them, calculated to call attention to the

growing importance of the Fisheries of Newfoundland to

afford some useful information upon that interesting subject,

and praying that if circumstances should permit at the return

of Peace, that our present enemies may not be allowed to

participate in that valuable fishery. The important advantages
that would result to Great Britain and Newfoundland by
excluding foreign powers from any participation in the valu-

able fisheries of that island are too well known to Your
Lordship and His Majesty's Government to make it necessary

for me to enter at all upon. I will delay Your Excellency

only to remark that the quantity of fish taken this season

exceeds that of any former year—that the number of vessels

sent from Nova Scotia (of which no notice is taken in my
returns) to take fish in the Straits of Belle Isle, where fleets

were employed by the Americans, have doubled that of the

last year, and will probably next year greatly exceed that of the

present, that from the spirit and vigour with which prepara-

tions are already making to pursue the fisheries (chiefly arising

out of the American war) it is expected they will be very

much increased next season. Connected with this subject,

Government will have the satisfaction of seeing by the Custom
House Returns that the imports (provisions apart) from
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Great Britain have increased c-i.-e l''^ ATicrican war, seem-

ingly in a greater proportion liian can b*, a.c )unted for by

any increase of the population and that the 61; per gallon duty

on rum has of itself this yeai prnJucetl iipw; rds of ;^io,ooo.

The readmission of America co piltil-c^es she enjoyed by

former treaties in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, on the Coast of

Labrador, and Newfoundland, would infallibly be felt severely

by the Merchant, the Planter, and in the Revenues, whilst the

woret eflFects would be produced by communications with a

people so inveterately hostile and depraved, and the most

serious losses to our country would ensue, by the valuable

seamen and fisherman they would deprive us of.

Fort Townsend,

No. 25. St. John's, Newfoundland,

27 July, 1814.

My Lord,

Having in my Despatch No. 18 referring to the

Memorial transmitted from the merchants and principal

inhabitants interested in the trade of Newfoundland, stated

it as my opinion that the readmission of America to the

privileges she enjoyed by Treaty, prior to the present war,

in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and on the Coasts of Labrador

and Newfoundland would be severely felt by the merchants,

planters and in the revenue. I have the honour to detail

more particularly the grounds on which that opinion was

formed, conceiving they may be found to contain some

observations not entirely undeserving notice, whenever the

subject may come into particular consideration.

I have the honour to be, with great respect,

My Lord,

Your Lordship's

Most obedient, humble servant,

(Signed) R. G. Keats.

To the Kight Honourable

The Earl nf Rathurst, &c.

I
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Enclosure.

The Fishery canied on by America to the Northward

most injurious to our interests seems unquestionably to be

that on the coast of Newfoundland within the Gulf of St.

Lawrence and particularly that on the coast of Labrador.

To this fishery that pursued by the Americans on the Banks

of Newfoundland was of very inferior consideration, the btter

not employing more than three or four hundred sail of vessels

seemed stationary, whilst the former gradually increased from

the Peace of 1783 to the War declared by her in 1812, at

which period it appears from many creditable authorities

America sent not less than 1500 vessels into the Gulf of St.

Lawrence and upon the coast of Labrador, which at the

moderate calculation of 10 men to a vessel would afford employ-

ment for 15,000 men, admitting no abatement to be allowed

for those who made second trips.

America from her situation, the Gulf of St. Lawrence

being cleared of ice earlier than the Straits of Belle Isle, was

enabled to get the vessels on the Coast of Labrador before

our Merchants and Planters who reside on the East Coast of

Newfoundland, and whose vessels enter by the Straits of Belle

Isle. With this advantage, and coming in such immense

numbers, the harbours best calculated for the cod fishery were

occupied by them to the prejudice almost to the exclusion

of our own fishermen in places where we had no settlements,

whilst the multitude of boats sent by them to the fishing ledges

have been even known to create a scarcity of fish—and (the

Gurry) the offal thrown by them into the sea (for the fish

taken by the boats are prepared and salted on board the vessels

at anchor in the harbours) produced the worst effects upon

the neighbouring Salmon Fisheries, and also on the Caplin, on

which our fishermen principally depend for Bait, and this

practice, which at the first view it should seem would be

equally injurious to the Americans was less felt by them,

as they commonly came prepared with clams, and salted bait.

Our planters and fishermen complain that their nets were
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continually cut by them ; that they could not leave anything
on their Sealing Posts without a strong guard, which they
could lot afford, and that the woods are set fire, too, by them
(which numerous ineffectual proclamations have been issued
by the Governors to prevent) in order to deprive our fisher-
men of the Means of making and repairing their flakes and
other fishing conveniences.

Against practices of this vicious nature complaints, as the
Americans were commonly the most numerous, were disre-
garded and treated with insult.

Indisputably it never was the intention of Government to
grant to America a right on our Coasts, which, from the
advantages she possesses from her situation and produce, could
be exercised to the extinction or the serious disadvantage of
our own fisheries. But the loose and undefined mannerm which the 3rd Article of the Treaty of 1783 is expressed
with the abuses already and hereafter noticed, which have been
practised by the Americans, expose our Merchants and Planters
to difficulties to whom an unqualified renewal of the 3rd
Article of the Treaty would inevitably prove highly injurious.
The Americans claim and dispute with us the Right of the

Salmon Fishery, which is properly a River fishery, and by
setting their nets at the mouths of the rivers prevent half
the fish from entering to lay their spawn.
They are also in the habit of sending Light Ships from

America to some of the harbours on the Labrador, par-
ticularly Labrador Harbour, Red Bay, and Cape Charles,
which receive the fish caught and prepared by them on the
coast, and take it with what they procure clandestinely from
our Boatkeepers by Purchase or Barter, for they come pre-
pared with money and goods for that purpose, and thus
become the Carriers of a proportion of our own fish to
the Market.

The Trade and Revenue of the Island equally with the
Planter are exposed to great and serious losses—an evil
which will grow with the rapidly increasing population of
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Newfoundland—for the Americans are enabled to undersell

our Merchants in Bread, Flour, Salt, Provisions, Teas, Rum,
Tobacco, etc. The articles are smuggled into the Country

and bartered for fish taken by our Boatkeepers, and the

facilities whicii such an unrestrained communication with

our Coasts and Harbours afford for Smuggling and other

clandestine practices are such that no vigilance on the part

of the Men of War can prevent. A serious grievance arises

from the quantity of New England Rum with which at low

price they are enabled to svpply our Boatkeepers, fisher-

men, and servants, which never fails to have a sensible

and unfavourable effect at the season at which Industry

and Exertion are peculiarly requisite to enable the Boa^keeper

to pay for the supplies with which he has been furnished by

the Planter.

The number of valuable men annually seduced from

their employers nnd taken away by the Americans is a source

of national as well as priv:ite injury, and with a people so

democratic, so insulting and offensive in their conduct and

behaviour, it were perhaps desirable t(.j lessen our com-

munications as much as circumstances may permit.

America, jealous in the extreme of That she calls her

waters, a right she claims and is labouring to establish lo

the extent of Forty Miles from her coast, can, on no fair

principle, it should seem, claim of us the privilege to enter

our Bays. Creeks, and Harbours, and to use them to the

injury of our Merchants and Planters and to the prejudice

of the Revenues—if on her principle we establish our right

of what she terms waters—to only half the Gulf of St.

Lawrence and the valuable fisheries on the Coast of New-

foundland and Labrador. If we keep her only three miles

from the Coast i very considerable and perhaps sufficient

advantage will be secured to our own fisheries.

Whatever may be the determination of His Majesty's

Government respecting these fisheries on the return of

peaceful relations with America, explanations in any event
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intend to grant to the United States gratuitously the

privileges formerly granted to them of fishing in British

waters." The American Commissioners also were in-

structed on no account to suffer their right to the

fisheries to be brought into the discussion. Neverthe-

less, the matter was discussed very freely, but the British

held to their determination and no mention of Fishery

Concessions was made in the Treaty of Ghent of 1814.

Lord Bathurst, Secretary of State, wrote to Governor

Keats on June 17th, 181 5, instructing him on the new

state of affairs. He said that the war of 1812 had

cancelled all privileges, and that subjects of the United

States could have no pretence to any right to fish

within British jurisdiction. In regard to the banks and

open sea fisheries, the Americans were not to be dis-

turbed, but they were to be rigidly excluded from the

"Bays, Harbours, Rivers, Creeks, and Inlets of His

Majesty's possessions."

The Americans set up the peculiar plea that the war

of 1 812 had not abrogated their rights under the Treaty

of 1783, which they declared to be inalienable, and their

fishing vessels began at once to invade British waters.

In 18 1
5 a company was formed at Gloucester, Massa-

chusetts, to carry on the cod fishery on the Grand

Banks and Labrador, and twelve vessels were built

{Jote. The following opinion on this vexed question

is taken from Hall on Treaties, 1895, a standard

authority on International Law :

—

"After the war of 1812 it was a matter of dispute

whether the article dealing with these privileges (Treaty

of 1783) was merely regulatory, or whether it operated

by way of a grant; its effect being in the one case

merely suspended by war, while in the other the article

was altogether abrogated. On the part of the United
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f^!!r;J' "*! "^""^ "'*' *^ ''"'y of '783 recog.
nrzed the nght of fishery, of which it is subject, as a

UniL «'. , u"^-
'*''°" ""^ independence of the

united States, been enjoyed in common by all the
mhabitant. of the British possessions in North America
as attendant on the territory, remained attendant, after
the acquisition of independence, upon that portion of
the territory which became the United States, in com-

Englan'd
"'"'"'' '"" '**' ""''" "'^ '*°"''"'°" °f

"By England, on the other hand, it was as distinctly
maintained that the claim of an independent State tooccupy and use at its discretion any part of the terri-
tory of another without compensation or corresponding
indulgence, cannot rest on any other foundation than
conventional stipulation. The controversy was put anend to by a treaty in 181S in which the indefensible
American pretension was abandoned, and fishing rightswere accepted by the United States as having iSn
acquired by contract."

Governor Keats gave instructions to the captains of His
Majesty's ships to carry out the regulations laid downby Lord Bathurst,but on the Newfoundland and Labra-
dor coasts the records note only one American vessel
found trespassing, which left immediately on being dis-
covered. Not so on the Nova Scotian coasts, where agood many seizures were made, some of which at least
were entirely unjustifiable. A strained condition of

TVt Tj f"''"'"' ^^'"- *"<* "''«" "-e President of
the United States proposed that negotiations should beopened for the amicable settlement of the disputed
fishery matters, the British Government weakly ac
quiesced. '

In 1816 Lord Bathurst informed Admiral Pickmore,

1
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who had become Governor of Newfoundland, that His

Majesty's Ambassador at Washington, the Hon.

Charles Bagot, had been authorized to enter into

negotiations and to conclude some arrangement by

which inhabitants of the United States were to par-

ticipate in the fisheries within British Dominions, and

to have a modified use of British territory. We can

imagine the consternation the news must have caused

in the British North American colonies.

Admiral Pickmore was also directed to be governed

by any instructions he might receive on the matter from

Mr. Bagot. This gentleman, however, wrote from

Washington in January, 1817, that the negotiations had

been brought to a close by the rejection of the English

proposals.

On May 12th of that year. Lord Bathurst informed

Admiral Pickmore that temporary permission had been

granted to the Americans, for one season only, to pursue

the fisheries in any unoccupied harbours, bays, etc. of

British territories. Encouraged by this permission

considerable numbers of American vessels visited

Labrador that season. The town of Newburyport alone

is said to have sent sixty-five vessels to the coast

During the wars with France and America, Newfound-

land enjoyed very prosperous times. Being relieved

from the competition of both French and Americans,

the Newfoundland merchants had a monopoly of the

European markets, and very high prices were obtained

for fish. Considerable inflation took place in New-

foundland, and a great increase was made in the resident

population, chiefly by the influx of a number of poor

Irish settlers.

When peace was declared, competition immediately

began again, and prices declined so enormously that
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commercial disaster overtook all interested in the

Newfoundland fisheries. The new surplus population

could not be employed, and during the years 1816-17

the greatest distress prevailed all over Conception Bay,

as well as in St. John's. The poorer classes were on the

verge of starvition, ind robberies and riots were frequent

and serious. To add to the trouble, a disastrous fire

took place in St John's in November, 1816, and

thousands of people were rendered homeless. The
Imperial Parliament granted ;<rio,ooo to relieve the dis-

tress, and the merchants of Boston most generously sent

a car^o of provisions, which arrived in the nick of time.

A committee of the House ofCommons was appointed

to enquire into the state of the trade in Newfoundland

in 1817. Their report, dated June l6th of that year,

forms most interesting reading. Many merchants in-

terested in the Newfour.dland trade were examined.

The principal reasons vouchsafed for the prevalent

distress were, first, the competition from the French,

who gave large bounties on fish ; and second, the in-

creased duties on British fish in Spain and Italy. The
remedy proposed was that a bounty of two shillings

per quintal should be given on all fish exported from

Newfoundland so long as the French should continue to

give bounties.

The picture drawn of the distress in Newfoundland,

both from the personal experience of the testators and

from letters received from Newfoundland, is pitiable.

These were undoubtedly some ofNewfoundland's darkest

days.

But the evidence which interests us most at this time

is that given by Mr. George Kemp as to the American

fishery prior to the war of i8i2, and the view then

taken of their rights under the Treaty of 1783. Mr.

li
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Kemp was a merchant of Poole, largely interested in the

Newfoundland trade, and had resided there for many
years.

Being questioned as to the size of the American
fishery, he made the statement, which originated in the

protest of the St John's merchants in 1809, that he had
heard 'here were 1500 vessels employed, but did not

think it credible. He referred to regulations which had
been made \.o prevent the Americans coming near to the

coast of Newfoundland, which they had endeavoured to

do, as it greatly facilitated their export of fish. He
did not think this illicit lusiness of the Americans had
been as great as that of the present French fishery

which was duly authorized.

Beinc asked if the Americans employed vessels in

the fish<:i\ on the French coast as well as on the other

coasts 01' Newfoundland, he stated that they were not

allowed to come round to that part of the French coast

on the front of the island, but understood that their

fishery was carried on principally in the Straits of Belle

Isle, and on what is called the back part of Newfound-
land, but their privilege of fishing was always guarded
by being kept at a suitable distance off the coast. That
communication with that part of the coast was not

frequent, and ships employed by the Government
would not go round so often to prevent their fishing

there as in other parts. On the front of the island

they were more easily discovered by His Majesty's

vessels.

We have already heard from other sources that the

Americans gave all their attention to the Labrador

fishery, but it appears from Mr. Kemp's evidence that

attempts had been made by them to come into the

inshore waters and use the shores of Newfoundland
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in order to facilitate the export of fish. That such
attempts were prevented, and that they were always
kept at a suitable distance from the coast, is most
valuable evidence that the term "coasts of Newfound-
land was strictly interpreted at that time.
The temporary permission of 1817 was renewed again

for the season of 1 8l8. Capt. Shiffner, of H.M.S Drake
who was stationed on the Labrador coast, reported that
no less than four hundred American vessels had be«:n
on that coast during the season. He found that they
were continually exceeding the privileges given them
by trespassmg in occupied bays and harbours. He had
warned oiT six vessels which he had found so trespassing
but was informed that when he left they returned to the
places from which he had sent them.
On the Newfoundland coasts two vessels only were

reported, the schooners Hannah and Jum, which were
found carrying on a whale fishery in Hermitage and
i>t. Marys Bays, and having taken some whales had
gone mto occupied harbours, and even landed, for
the purpose of trying out the fat. They were seized
by H.M.S. Egerta and sent to St. John's under prize
crews. The Juno soon arrived there, and was very
leniently dealt with, being released with a caution. The
Hannah did not put in her appearance, having been
retaken by the captain and two mates, and the prize
crew sent on shore in a boat'
The Legislature of Novia Scotia, in 1 818, prepared

an elaborate protest against the renewal of any fishing
privileges to Americans, particularly contending against

f™l?'' S"''"? H'raillon wrote to Earl Bathurst, Auemt 28lh 1818 in.foraijs him of the capture of the« two vesidt ^d savini that h-

D^ltl .h ,' -'^ ""''«••' of Newfoundland and not to retuni, or too«e the shore for purposes connected with the fishing.
',
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the use of the Gut of Canso by American vessels bound
to the Gulf of St Lawrence and Labrador. A copy
was sent to the Acting Governor of Newfoundland,
Capt. Bowker, asking for a joint protest to be sent from

there ; but as the Newfoundland merchants had already

made their protest, no further action seems to have
been taken at that time.

»'i

;

June 20, 1818.

Copy of Memorialfrom Council and Assembly of Nova
Scotia to Lord Dalhousie.

To His Excellency Lieutenant General the Right Hun.

George Earl of I^alhousic, Baron Dalhousie, of Dal-

housie Castle, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Honour-

able Military Order of ihd Hath, Lieutenant Governor

and Commander-in-Chief in and over His Majesty's

Province of Nova Scotia and its Dependencies, etc.

The Address of His Majestys Council atui the House of the

Assembly.

May it please Your Excellency

That His Majesty's subjects, the people of this

province, anxiously hope that His Majesty's Government
will take effectual steps to prevent foreign fishing vessels from

resorting under any pretence to the harbours, rivers, creeks

and bays on the sea coast of Novia Scotia and such parts of

the shores of the Bay of Fundy as are within His Majesty's

Dominions, and of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, Prince Edward
Island, Cape Breton and the Magdalen Islands, the Labrador

Shore and the Straits of Belle Isle, and also to prohibit them

from taking fish of any kind within the said harbours, bays, rivers

and creeks, or upon the banks and shores contiguous thereto.

Whatever right foreigners may have to take fish in the

open waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, the people of this

province conceive they cannot have a righ: to enter the said
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Oulf through the nanow strait or puuge which lepantn
Nova Scotia from Cape Breton, it Uing unqueitionably a
part of the territory of the Crown, into which foreigner, can
have no right to enter, as it is an arm of the sea extending in
length between both shores about twenty-one miles and in
width not more than one mile in the widest part, and about
half a mile in the nairowest part, and fcreigners if excluded
from this inlet can have no right to complain, as they have
free access into the said Gulf through the open sea that lies
between Cape Breton and Newfoundland, and the people of
this province consider the Straits of Belle Isle in like manner
the exclusive property of the Crown.
That His Majesty's subjects the people of this Province

are of opinion that foreigners can have no more right to pass
into the Gulf of St. Lawrence, or into the Bay of Fundy for
the purpose of taking fish therein, or within the line which
separates the territory of His Majesty's in the last-mentioned
Bay from the territory of the United States than His Majesty's
subjects have a right to pass into the Bay of Chesapeake or
Bay of Delaware for the purpose of taking fish.

That British fishermen are in a great measure excluded
from the most valuable fisheries on the Labrador shore under
pretence of exclusive privileges which the North West Com-
pany and other Companies and individuals claim under
certoin pretended leases made to them by His Majesty's
Government in Lower Canada, whereby they monopolize the
exclusive right of Hunting and Fishing on a vast extent of the
Labrador shore, and under Colour of these unjust monopolies
foreigners obuin the liberty of hunting and fishing on these
shores to the exclusion of His Majesty's subjects, and the
same evil arises from the improvident grants which have been
made of the Magdalen Islands.

That since the last peace with the United States of America,
foreign fishing vessels resort as they did before the War to
the Harbours, Rivers and Creeks on the Labrador shore in
numbers so far exceeding the British Fishing Vessels that

1
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British subjects can only fish there at the will and pleasure of

foreigners, they being unable to resist their superior force and

numbers.

That foreign vessels also resort to all the other Harbours,

Rivers and Creeks on the sea coast of British North America

the same as they did previous to the last war with the United

States, which is totally subversive of the rights of His Majesty

and destrucuve of the best interests of His subjects.

We pray Your Excellency to move His Majesty's Govern-

ment for such instructions as will clearly describe what are

the rights of the Crown as touching the premises, and the

course to be pursued to prevent foreigners from infringing

such rights, and on behalf of the people of this Province, we

engage they will use their utmost endeavours to maintain and

defend the same.

We also pray Your Excellency to call the attention of His

Majesty's Government, and the Governor General of the

North American Colonies to the destructive monopolies

claimed on the Labrador shore, and the improvident grants

made of the Magdalen Islands, so that proper steps may be

taken to remove all impediments to the fishery of His

Majesty's subjects under such Rules and Regulations as His

Majesty's Government may think proper to establish.

And we further pray Your Excellency to request the

Admirals Commanding in Chief on the North American and

Newfoundland stations to use their best endeavours to ex-

clude foreigners from the Fisheries which belong exclusively

to British subjects, and to prevent every infringement of

the Maritime and Territorial rights of His Majesty's North

American Colonies.

In the behalf of the Council,

(Signed) S. S. Blowers, President.

A true copy.

(Signed) Henby H. Cogswell, D. Secy.

In behalf of the House of Assembly,

(Signed) S. B. RoBlE, Speiliei.
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This fact cannot be too strongly accentuated, that

during the long period of thirty-five years, from 1783 to

1S18, there is no account of American vessels fishing

in the iajys and harbours of Newfoundland, except

the two whalers above mentioned. Nor is there any
evidence to be found that they even took advantage,

to any extent, of their privileges of fishing on "the

coasts of Newfoundland, such as British fishermen shall

use." This is not surprising, when it is considered that

at that period the Americans were freely permitted to

fish in the bays, harbours, and creeks of the other British

provinces, that their route was always through the Gut
of Canso, thus afibrding an easy approach to the west

and northern shores of the Gulf of St. Lawrence,

and thence to the practically virgin fishing grounds
of Labrador. Mr. Kemp's evidence in 1817 makes it

clear that they were reported on the west coast of the

island only, that His Majesty's ships were employed
in keeping them at a suitable distance olT the coast,

and that any approach thereto was considered illegal.

N^otiations for a renewal of the fishing privileges

to the Americans were continued, until finally a Con-

vention was signed in London in 1818, which renewed

in part the liberty they had formerly enjoyed.

Article I of this Convention reads in part :

—

" The inhabitants of the United States shall have for

ever, in common with the subjects of His Britanick

Majesty, the liberty ') take fish of every kind on that

part of the souther coast of Newfoundland from Cape
Ray to the Ramca Islands, on the western and northern

coast of Nev -foundland from the said Cape Ray to

Quirpon Islands, on the Shores of the Magdalen Islands,

and also on the coasts, bays, harbours, and creeks from

Mount Joly nn the southern coast of Labrador, to and

i.
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through the Straits of Belle Isle, and thence north-

wardly indefinitely along the coast, without prejudice,

however, to any of the exclusive rights of the Hudson

Bay Company ; and that the American fishermen shall

also have liberty for ever to dry and cure fish in any

of the unsettled bays, harbours, and creeks of the

southern part of the coast of Newfoundland, hereabove

described, and of the coasts of Labrador."

Volumes have been written as to the correct meaning

of the above clause, and it will be a relief to all con-

cerned to have a definite interpretation given to it by

the Hague Tribunal, to which the question has now

been referred.

It is naturally impossible here to enter upon any

lengthy explanation of the various contentions which

have been advanced by both sides as to the meaning of

this Treaty, but it is thought necessary to state as shortly

as possible what the principal British claims are:

—

r. That the right was given to bona fide inhabitants

of the United States only.

2. That the inhabitants of the United States using

the privileges granted to them are bound to abide by

the regulations made for the conduct of tag fisheries

by the sovereign power.

3. That the terms " coasts of Newfoundland," " shores

of the Magdalen Islands," and " coasts, bays, harbours,

and creeks " of Labrador have a distinct meaning, and

that under the first term a purely coast fishery only

is intended, and does not give any right to fish in bays

or arms of the sea in Newfoundland.

It is a curious circumstance that each one of these

contentions has been either admitted or contended by

the United States when it suited their purpose so to do.
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At the Halifax Fishery Commission in 1877, Ameri-
can counsel argued persistently for contentions i and 3.

Then the United States were being assessed for the

value of the privilege of free fishing given by the

Treaty of Washington, 1871, and they claimed that

the bill should be lessened, because large numbers of

Nova Scotians went each year to Gloucester and
shipped as crews on United States vessels on shares.

They claimed also that they should not be assessed for

the Newfoundland frozen herring fishery because they

did not avail themselves of the privilege of talcing

herring themselves, but always bought the herring, that

the fishery was essentially a strand fishery, and the

Treaty of 1818 did not permit them to go ashore and
seine herring. They claimed the herring fi. .ery at the

Magdalen Islands as a right under the Treaty of 1818,

because they were by that Treaty permitted to use the

"shores" of the Magdalen Islands.

In respect to contention 2, American fishermen have
been again and again instructed to respect local fishery

laws when made for the bona fide protection of the

fishery, particularly in March, 1856, by letter from the

Department of State, Washington, to the Collector of

Customs at Boston, and again by Secretary Bayard in

the same year. On this point it is interesting to note

the early instructions given to officers of His Majesty's

ships on the Fishery Protection Service.

When the first Circuit Court started for the Labrador
in August, 1826, Governor Holloway wrote as follows

to Captain Patterson, the newly appointed Judge for

that district :

—

" At the same time that I recommend the most con-

ciliatory and friendly conduct on the part of yourself

and all attached to your Court or under your authority.

1.
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towards the subjects of the United States whilst en-
gaged in the fishery secured to them by the Treaty,
you will bear in mind that whilst they are employed
within your jurisdiction they are equally amenable to

the laws with any of His Majesty's subjects, and that

the same measure of Justice is to be dealt to them as
to any others infringing the rights of individuals or
disturbing the public peace."

On comparing the Treaties of 1783 and 1818, it will be
noticed that no reference is made in the latter to the ob-
vious right of the United States to *he open sea fisheries,

and that the liberty to take fish on the coasts of New-
foundland was not qualified by the words " such as the
British fishermen shall use," but the said coasts were
carefully delineated, and instead of being such parts

of the coast as were particularly reserved for British

fishermen, were principally those parts of the island

on which the French had a concurrent right of fishery.

No one reading these treaties, the protests made
against them, and instructions for their enforcement,
can suppose that the different expressions used, in

describing the various localities, were purely fortuitous.

The Bays, Harbours, Creeks, and Rivers of Newfound-
land were carefully reserved, as were also the rivers

of Labrador.

If the term "Coast of Newfoundland" includes
" Bays, Harbours, and Creeks," it can also be made to

include rivers i;.nd lakes, which is a reductio ad
absurdum.

It is interesting in this discussion to note the letter

of President Monroe to the Secretary of State, June
2ist, 1815. He says :

" It is sufficient to observe here

that the right of the United States to take fish on the

Coast of Newfoundland, and on the coasts, bays, and
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"The American fishermen sail from all the northern

ports of the Union. As nearly as could be computed

Sere were 530 sail of them this year, general^

schooners, but some few brigs and sloops, and manned

with crews of nine to thirteen men. Eleven would be

a full average, giving 5830 as the number of men em-

ployed. One hundred quintals of fish per man is a full

average of their catch, with oil in the proportion of one

ton to every three hundred quintals. The Americans

clean their fish on board, and thus kave the coast early.

They use much salt, and their fish is considered mferior

to our best They are expert and industrious fisher-

men, generally preferring the northern part of the

coast, but following the fish wherever they are to be

found They receive a bounty from their Government

in the shape of a drawback on the salt used, and they

fish in shares ; a merchant in America furnishing the

vessel and one-third of the boats, nets, lines, and salt;

the crew furnishing their owi: provisions (which »« of »

very frugal description), and the remaining two-thirds

of the boats, nets, lines, and salt. They divide m the

same proportions, and the system is said to answer

well."

That Captain Robinson was not an accurate observer,

or that the editor of his journal was very careless, the

very next paragraph clearly . ndicates. It reads :—

"The French ate much less successful fishermen, and

do not very much frequent the l.abrador shore, though

they have some permanent stations on it."

This is absolutely incorrect, for after 1763 the French

never had the right of fishing on the Labrador coast,

and captains of His Majesty's ships on the station

were always particularly instructed to guard against
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any encroachments there. It seems impossible that
Captain Robinson could have made the mistake, so
we must attribute it to his editor.

The Colonial Records of 1S19 state that no United
States vessels had availed themselves of their privileges
on the Newfoundland coast, but that on the Labrador
they had carried on the fishery with great spirit. In
1820 the same observation is made, with additional par-
ticulars of the same tenor as those quoted above, which
were no doubt furnished by Capt. Robinson. Troubles
between British and American fishermen immediately
arose. In 1 820 the merchants of St. John's presented a
memorial to the Governor complaining that they had
been interrupted in the fishery carried on by them at
various rivers and harbours on the Labrador by the
Americans, and asked for redress. In 1820 Samuel
Gordon, fishing at Chimney Tickle, complained that an
American had invaded his harbour and sailed through
his nets, causing him considerable loss.

In 1820 Admiral Sir Chas. Hamilton, Governor of
Newfoundland, issued a proclamation forbidding stran-
gers to lay down their nets within three miles either
way of the rivers or entrances of harbours in which pro-
prietary interest had been established by long usage.
It is not recorded that he consulted Washington before
taking the step.

Complaint was made in 1821 that the Americans
fishing at Greenly and Wood Islands, in the Straits of
Belle Isle, were injuring the fisheries by throwing gurry
and offal overboard on the fishing grounds. The Captain
of the man-of-war on the station was requested to check
the grievance.

The same year an act of piracy was committed by the
crew of the Newfoundland schooner Maria, fishing at
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Chateau. They seized the vessel and cargo, and sailed

off for the States in company with some American

vessels which were fishing there at the same time.

These Americans were accused of aiding and abetting

the absconders by supplying the American flag which

thev had hoisted, and also by giving them a pilot to

takt charge of the vessel. The English Ambassador

at Washington was requested to endeavour to have the

pirates and their assistants arrested. For some reason

unexplained, the number of American vessels on the

Labrador was not so great as usual that year.

The merchants again felt the force of the American

competition. In 1822 they presented a memorial to the

Governor saying that the Treaty with America, con-

cluded October 20th, 1 8 1 8, had prostrated all their hopes,

and rendered the return to their former prosperity for-

ever impossible. The remedy they asked for was that

St John's should be made a free port, which was

granted.

The Governor, Sir Chas. Hamilton, reports in 1823

as follows :

—

" The subjects of the United States continue to prose-

cute their fishery along the coast of Labrador with great

perseverance ; but it may be proper, as so much stress

has been laid upon the concession made to that people

by the Convention of October 20, 1818, and the fatal

effects likely to result from it, to repeat what I have

before stated to your Lordships, that the Americans

never yet (that I have been able to learn) availed them-

selves of the privilege granted them of drying and

cring their fish on the unsettled harbours of New-

foundland between Cape Ray and Ramea Islands, nor

have I understood that they have any vessels on that

coast"
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reported that about i6ao American veiaels with i2fXO

to i4fiOO men had been fishing in the Gulf of St.

Lawrence and on the coast of Labrador ; 400 of them

had dried their fish on the Magdalen Islands by

agreement with the people, which he pointed out was

entirely contrary to the treaty. The business is

said to have been at its height about 1840, and then

to have declined rapidly, until in 1870 not a single

vessel sailed for that coast Not that the fisheries

had failed, for there is no instance of a vessel having

returned without a paying cargo. The fish were

taken principally by seines. Some of it was made
on the coast and shipped from there to market, and

some was brought to the States to be cured and

dried. Bilbao was the principal market, for which

reason the fish was generally known as Bilbao fish.'

As the average exportation of codfish from the

States for thirty years, 1 8 18 to 1848, was only 250,000

quintals, and the Grand Bank was always the principal

fishing ground, it will be seen that the estimates of

500,000 to 600,000 as the American Labrador catch

were probably greatly in excess of the actual quantity.

In John MacGregor's British America it is stated

that in 1829 there were 500 American vessels and

15,000 men fishing on the Labrador, and that their

' From an Inquiry into Ika Prtstnt Stat* of Trad* in Nmfoundland^

1825, we learn that the aclmtssion of Ameiican citizens into the British

fisheries was one of the chief causes assigned for the then depression in trade.

" Anieiicans have many advaotaees over British fishermen ; they obtain

their outfits at a cheaper rate ; they have certain local encouragements

in the way of bounties ; they have a home market for their fish ; they

have the means of employment during the winter, and are Dot compelled

to c^ ' rge the expenses of the whole year upon the labour of a few months

in t: ishing season—advantages more than sufficient to counterbalance

the tadiities of our local situation." The Americans are represented as

standing by, watching the decline of England's oldest colony with glee,

intending to reap gr.At advantage from her ruin.
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of Uibndor, who shall also be duly invoted with

power to collect duties."

The great omitholoRist, Audubon, spent the summer

of 1833 on the Labrador side of the Straits of Belle

Isle. Passing through the Straits of Canso he saw

twenty odd sail of American schooners bound for

Labrador. At Bras d'Or, later in the season, there

were 150 sail of vessels, Nova Scotian and American.

He estimated that the Americans were the moat

numerous on the coast, and mentions that Eastport,

Maine, sent out a goodly fleet each year.

No definite reason has been given for the decline of

the American fishery on the Labrador coast G. Brown-

Goode offers the following explanation ;—

" Two reasons for the abandonment of these grounds

by American vessels .ire mentioned

:

"
I. The demand in American markets for larger fish

than can be found on the Labrador coast ; the exportation

of salt codfish, for which the small fish were formerly

preferred, having fallen into the hands of the British

provinces and Norway.
"

2. The introduction of trawling upon the off-shore

grounds, which has been accomplished by improvements

in the fishing vessels, the capture of larger fish, and in an

increase of skill and daring on the part of our fishermen,

so that it is now unnecessary for our fleet to go so far

from home, or engage in voyages when the vessels lie in

harbour while fishing, since fares of higher-priced fish can

be readily obtained on the banks lying off our coast"

A few United States vessels have frequented the

Labrador coasts in recent years, but the fishing carried

on by them is quite unimportant
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The important trade in frozen herring, which is carried
on in the long arms of the sea of Bay of Islands and
Bonne Bay, had its origin in an almost accidental
occurrence. Previous to 1854, the year of the Recipro-
city Treaty, which gave to the Americans the unrestricted
right to use all British waters, the frozen herring trade
was unknown. In that year, an adventurous skipper,
Capt. Harry Smith, of Gloucester, decided to make a
winter voyage to Rose Blanche, on the south coast of
Newfoundland, to endeavour to get a load of fresh

halibut, which he had been told could be procured there
without difficulty. But finding halibut very scarce, he
made up his cargo with cod and about 80,000 frozen
herrings.

When he arrived at Gloucester he .sold some small
quantities of herring to three bankers who were just

getting ready to sail, and sent the balance to Boston to
be sold for food. The three vessels were wonderfully
successful, and returned in eight or nine days with large

catches of cod.

The advantage of having bait for the early trips to
the banks was so apparent, that arrangements were
made next season for a larger supply, and four vessels

were fitted out for the purpose. The supply of frozen
herring brought by them was eagerly sought for by the
banking fleet, and its efficacy as bait was firmly

established.

The industry immediately began to grow rapidly, and
while the fish were always saleable for food purposes, their

chief value was as bait for the early banking trips.

Fortune Bay and Placentia Bay were for many years
the centre of this industry, and it was only after the
herring began to fail in those bays that vessels

resorted to Bay of Islands and Bonne Bay, where it is

I
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now principally carried on. The custom which has been
always pursued, is for the vessels seeking cargoes to go
to the bays which the herring frequent and there

purchase their loads from the local fishermen. The
method of taking the herring has been almost invariably

fay gill nets—purse seining and other plans for taking

them being found to be so destructive and improvident
that laws were made, very early in the history of the

fishery, forbidding their use.

So far as is known, the only occasion upon which
American crews endeavoured to take their own herring

was in Fortune Bay in 1877. By the treaty of 1871, the

Americans had a perfect right to take herring in the

inshore waters of Fortune Bay, but had never exercised

that right On this occasion herring were very scarce,

and twenty or thirty American vessels were waiting

impatiently for their appearance. At last, on a Sunday,
the herring were seen schooling into Long Harbour,
which was the principal fishing ground. The laws of

Newfoundland forbade fishing on Sunday, and the local

fishermen would not put out their nets. The American
captains then determined to man their own seines, but

on attempting to do so the Newfoundland fishermen

forcibly prevented them, cutting the nets and turning the

fish loose. It is unnecessary to rehearse the long dispute

which followed this breach of the peace, which was
finally adjusted by compromise, neither side waiving the

rights which they had claimed.

No record can be found of United States vessels

frequenting the inshore waters of Newfoundland prior

to the Reciprocity Treaty of 1854. The permission

then granted is now claimed as a right, and is one of

the principal points to be submitted for the decision of

the Hague Tribunal.



CHAPTER XVI

THE BRITISH FISHERIES ON LABRADOR

IN writing this chapter, dealing principally with the
British fisheries on the Labrador coast, it will be

necessary to repeat some facts and incidents which
havt, appeared in other chapters; but the import-
ance of giving a connected history of this industry
seems so great, that this minor fault will, it is hoped, be
pardoned.

We can be fairly positive that while Labrador was
abandoned to the French from 1713 to 1763, no English
fishing vessels frequented the coast. But the instant
it became a British possession, steps were taken to
induce the ship-fishers from Great Briuin to continue
the fishery in the Straits of Belle Isle which the French
had found so profitable, and to explore the virgin fishing
grounds on the east coast.

Palliser's proposals were admirable for the end he had
in view—the encouragement of the fishery from England
in order that a supply of seamen might be available for
the Navy—and we learn from the reply of the Merchant
Adventurers to him in 1767, that they purposed to
pursue the fishery on the coast with spirit. The copy
of this document at the Record Office is endorsed :—

" Signed by Twenty Five Ship Adventurers in Labra-
dor, in behalf of themselves and their partners at

379
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Bristol, Dartmouth, Exeter, Teignmouth, Pool, and
London, August, 1767."

It is a matter of regret that the names of these first

adventurers are not given.

In Sir Hugh Palliser's " Remarks on the State of the

Newfoundland Fishery," dated December i8th, 1765,

is found the following information about Labrador:

—

" On the fishery on the Coast of Labrador only was
employed 1 17 Sloops and Schooners with 1 563 men, who
killed 104 whales, which yielded on an average 140 barrels

of oil and 2000 lbs. of good bone, all killed within a

space of 30 leagues, and between the 14th of May and
the loth of July. The winter Seal fishery, on the same
coast, carried on by 107 men, yielded 500 tons of oil

besides fur, and the furs from the Indians was very
considerable, so that the value of the Whale, Seal,

Salmon, and Furs, upon that part of the coast only,

was, at a moderate computation, ;Cioo,o<X), and not one

Old English Ship or seaman employed therein, nor a

seaman raised thereby for the service of the Fleet"

These whale fishers were New Englanders, and the

seal fishers the French Canadians who continued in

their posts after the English occupation.

It evidently rankled in Palliser's ardent soul that such

a splendid nursery for seamen for the Navy should be
entirely lost Hence the enthusiasm with which he set

about opening it up to the ship-fishers from England,
and hence the rules and regulations made by him for

their especial benefit

These regulations will be found in the Appendix to a

previous chapter. They were not authorized by Act of

Parliament, but had all the force of law, and, as we shall

learn later, law-suits were decided by them as late as
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182a Yet almost from the beginning some of its
provisions were openly disregarded.
The first clause reads as follows :—

"That no inhabitants of Newfoundland, no By-
Boatkeeper, nor any person from any of the Colonies,
shall on any pretence whatever go to the Coast of
Labradore. And if any such be found there, they shall
be corporally punished for their first offence, and the
second time their boats shall be seized for the public
use of British ship-fishers upon that Coast."

In the returns for the Labrador fishery 1766, it is
stated that there were three fishing ships from England
which took 8500 quintals of fish ; and that eight ishing
ships and forty-one boats came from Newfoundland and
secured 8goo quintals ; that they had left boats, gear, and
winter crews on the coast intending to return the follow-
ing year. 10422 seals were shipped from Labrador in
this year.

In 1767 the returns state that there were eighteen
fishing ships from England and nine from Newfound-
land. They secured 24,690 quintals codfish and 13,136
seals. The catch of salmon was very small, 45 tierces
only.

It does not appear, therefore, that Palliser's threaten-
ing regulation was very rigidly enforced.

In 1769 the number of fishing ships was reduced to
nine, and no mention is made of vessels from New-
foundland.

Lieut Curtis reported in 1772 that many Newfound-
land vessels and boats took codfish upon the Labrador
coast, which was afterwards cured in Newfoundland.
He recommended that they should be encouraged to
settle there, to off-set the New Englanders. About 9920

I
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quintals of codfish were taken in 1772, and 173 people

remained on the coast during the winter.

The following particulars of the Labrador fishery were

reported by the Naval Office on the station in 1773 :

—

8 fishing ships from Great Britain.

10,000 quintals of Codfish taken.

365 tierces of Salmon.

383 men remained on the coast all winter for the Seal

fishing.

jC^ifit^ value of Seai Oil.

Jeremiah Coughlan, whose principal station was at

Fogo, stated that he was the jfirsi to establish a seal-

ing station on the Labrador, "induced thereto by his

good friend. Commodore Palliser." With the excep-

tion, of course, of the French -Canadians found by
the English in possession of the greater portion of

the shores of the Gulf of St Lawrence and the Straits

of Belle Isle. We have already heard how Coughlan
afterwards went into partnership with Cartwright and
Lucas, and later separated from them, but still con-

tinued to can/ on several establishments, one of them
in 1777 being "sixty miles north of the Mealey Moun-
tains," probably in the neighbourhood of Indian Har-

bour, but possibly in Hamilton Inlet The principal

firm on the Labrador at this time was Noble and
Finson, the partners being Mr. John Noble, of Bristol,

and Mr. Andrew Finson, of Dartmouth. I have not

ascertained when they b^|an business on the Labrador,

but their trade was well established and flourishing in

1 77 1, when they applied for a grant of Temple Bay, at

which time they had four ships and a hundred and fifty

men employed. They were great rivals of George
Cartwright, and were evidently too much for that in-
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From the Report of the Lords of the Committee of

the Privy Council for Trade, dated March 17th, 1786,

we gather that the English merchants interested in the

Newfoundland trade, whose evidence had been taken,

desired that the fishing on the coast of Labrador might

be under the same regulations, and receive the same
encouragement as that of Newfoundland. A request

which the Committee fully endorsed, " As the Labrador

Coast was included in the Commission of the Governor

of Newfoundland," thus ignoring altogether the fact

that Labrador at that time was under the jurisdiction

of Quebec. Their recommendation was not accepted.

The Act passed in that year made no reference to

Labrador, and the bounties offered were payable only

to the ship-fishers from Great Britain fishing on the

l>anks, and drying their fish on the south or east coast

of Newfoundland.

George Cartwright's evidence before the Committee
of the House of Commons in 1793, contains the in-

formation that prior to 1770 the intercourse between

Great Britain and Labrador was very inconsiderable,

and was not very important at that present time. But

he admitted that it had latterly been very remunerative,

returning him 100 per cent for his interest there for the

last three years.

So little was known of the northern part of the coast

at this time, that we find insituctions given to Governor

Elliott in 1786, "to direct the officer appointed to visit

Labrador, to search and explore the great Inlet, com-

monly known as Davis's Inlet, in order to discover

whether the same has or has not any passage to Hud-
son's Fiy or any other enclosed sea." He was also

to make a particular report on the whale and sea-cow

fisheries, and obtain such other information as i:iay
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to the number of 153 persons remained on the coast
sealing and furring.

In a Return sent in by Governor King in 1792,
Forteau and Blanc Sablon only are mentioned. At
the former place 4 vessels were carrying on the cod
fishery, employing 144 men, and taking 5000 quintals
of fish

; at the latter there were 2 vessels with 63 men,
whose catch was 2700 quintals—a very poor fishery.
The following remarks appended to the report give a
doleful account of the condition of the poor planters
and fishermen :

—

" The coast of Labrador, in the Straits of Belle Isle,

is much in want of some attention from Government.
The planters and furriers, who are numerous, (although
I cannot return how many,) are entirely subject to the
oppression of the merchants, who impose whatever
price they please, and upon any debt however small
being incurred and not being paid upon immediate
demand, the boats and other effects of the debtor are
seized (without any authority for so doing), sold, and
purchased by the creditors for sometimes one-sixth of
their value. The prices upon the coast are enormous
and want great regulation, one hundred weight of
coarse Biscuit being charged to the planter at 30s., and
other provisions in proportion. Man-of-war's slops,
condemned by Government, are bought up by the
merchants of Labrador and sold at a guinea a jacket.
The planters in general I remarked to be sober, hard-
working, industrious men, and worthy of encourage-
ment It was reported to me by them that some
American vessels, from what port they could not say,
had taken some unwarrantable liberties on the coast,
and drove them from their fisheries before the Echo's
arrival."
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carried on by them gradually became more important

than that from Great Briuin. At what time this came

to be recognized by the Imperial Government is not

easy to determine.

It has been stated that Palliser's Act (1786) did not

provide for the payment of a bounty on fish caught on

Labrador. This Act expired in 1797, and was renewed

from year to year until 1801. In that year an Act

was passed providing for the payment of a bounty of

3s. per quintal on salted salmon and codfish im-

ported into the United Kingdom from Newfoundland

and Labrador, which bounty was not forfeited if such

salmon or codfish were afterwards exported from

England. The term of this Act was one year only,

but in the following year it was extended until 18 10.

There was one very notable difference between these

Acts and Palliser's. In the earlier Act the bounty was

only payable to ship-fishers from Great Britain, but by

the later Acts it was stipulated only that the fish

should be caught by British subjects—a very important

concession to the colonists.

The following synopsis of reports furnished by naval

commanders on the coast in 1804-5-6, will afford a fair

idea of the size of the fishery at that time.

No or.

mioli.
No of
bouv

No. of
men.

Soli
ukn. cS&. ftlmon.

Houa.

1804 18 IM 919 7350 17,400 600

1805 37 57 95' »6o Imperfect. 5S4

1806 »4 87 656 l6oo(?) 14,750 4» 38otieiMsot
ulmon at

Indian
Harbouf
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The pl,«, frequented were Bradorc, Unce-au-Loup,BUnc SaWon Forteau. Red Bay, Henley Harbour

Chateau, Miller", Tickle. Pitf, Harbour, Francis Har.bour Battle Harbour. Sandwich Bay. and Indian
Harbour I am doubtful, however whether the latterwas tBe place now known by that 'h.h<.

In 1806 the resident population at n, so fi^h.,y posUwas 489. Some of the firms r,>„y,.„. „„ i,,„ ^j], ,_

*"f
'-f™"" England: No' , an.l l'„.,.n, v/iM. aCodner and Company, Grant. ,„.' N.,sh, : ,i.„ -Au'e

and Company, Dormer and Xirii.vd P U- e, dCompany and Richard Tory Fro,.. 'j.,3e> : Rutert
Berteau, Simon du Bois, Falle and 'Jur,x|i, L. Kidville(De Quettville), and Emery and h.st. F, ,m ... John'

'

Skeans and Kersley,
J. Widdicon,b Jcl„ f'.^.cr. JohnBradbury, and John Cahill. And fr.„. Cuebec : Lym-

burner and Grant. '

nni^'Tu""?"' ?' '^'"^ """ **^ ^y ^°°^ »"d line
only. The American vessels were generally furnished
with large seines, which at times gave considerable
advantage, and was no doubt a principal cause of the
quarrels which were so frequent.

In 1792 the merchants of Harbour Grace, forty-three
in number, petitioned Chief Justice Reeves for a perma-
nent court to be established there. They descrite the
supplying trade in which they were principally engaged,

^ir ..,f'iji*^ I"
"'"'""'"2 i"dg™nts againsfleir

dealers, the boat-keepers or. as they are usually called,
planters, most of them natives of the island who hire
their own servants and plan out their own voy,-,?es
independent of the merchant, (except being supplied by
h.m), which IS not the case in many parts where master
and crew are in fact servants to the merchant."

In 1806 some of these same merchants sent a

I
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petition to Sir Erasmus Gower, calling attention to
the lawless acts of Americans on the Labrador, and
asking for protection. They stated that the fishery

in Conception Bay had failed for many years past,

and that it had become necessary for their planters
to go to the northern parts of the Island and
the Labrador in pursuit of codfish, where the^ came
into contact with the Americans, and were induced by
them to rob their merchants and fly to America.
At this period, therefore, it was the practice for

Newfoundland fishermen in Newfoundland boats and
schooners to be commonly engaged in the Labrador
fishery, in spite of the regulation which threatened
corporal punishment and the seizure of their boats.

The protests of the St. John's Commercial Body in

1813, and the Nova Scotian Parliament in 1815, also
bear witness to a considerable fishery carried on both
from Newfoundland and Nova Scotia. In 1813 the
number of Newfoundland vessels going to Labrador
was said to have doubled, no dDult the result of being
relieved from the competition oi' ,,ne Americans by the
war of i8l2.

In 181 1 an Act was passed instituting Surrogate
Courts for Labrador in like manner as for Newfound-
land. Surrogates were either naval officers having a
general jurisdiction over the coast, or local men at the
more important stations, such as Mr. Andrew Pinson at

Temple Bay and Mr. Samuel Prowse at Cape Charles,

who were appointed in 1813. But prior to this, in 1810,
the naval surrogate visited Blanc Sablon, Forteau, and
other points in the Straits, opening court and hearing
and settling disputes, a proceeding which was appa-
rently not authorized by law, and required to be after-

ward legalized.
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In 1820 an important case was tried before theSupreme Court in St Jolin's.

^h^t^ ^''?'"« establishment at Sandwich Baywhich had been originally granted to George CartwrighiAs a s^mon and seal fishery were both caSed oVS^and a fishjng sh.p from England was annually sent ou

GoveZ^^tf uf"'""^
'° *" P'^'-'nation issued byGovernor Shuldham in 1775, their right to the stationwas .nv.olable. In .8.6 they were interfered wi^l^^h

applW toT
""" '^o™ Scotians, and they thereforeapplied to the surrogate. Captain Cooksley, for redress

6tl"":i 'n°"'"
'" *''' ^^^°"'- As th s ord„Ti

disregarded. Captain Gordon was sent in .8.9 ZZ
tavour of Beard. This same year, and again in 1820Beard was disturbed by a Nova Scotian named Jennings'Captain Martin, the surrogate in ,820. was sent by S^r CHamilton to issue new regulations in respect to Lmon
fisheries, especially dealing with Sandwich Bay, for theprotection of Bearf. Arriving at Sandwich'^Br;, he

a^o^^ to"!!'"^'
'° *^^^ "P "'' "'"• »"' •«=^« B^'dappear to have committed a breach of the law Heproceeded himself to execute Captain Martin's order

riupremVcou".:"'
'"^'""'^'^ ^"'' '°' ^-^'^^ '"

The judgment delivered by Chief Justice Forbes isvery interesting. The powers of tht surrogater.he

Co and the rights of the Nova Scotians on the Labra-dor were all difficult problems. In his judgment, he

"Let us look at the Code of Regulations for the
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fishery and trade on the coast of Labrador. The first

article declares that no inhabitant fi-om Newfoundland,

nor any person from any of the Colonies, shall on any

pretence whatever go to the coast of Labrador I A
regulation which debars a million of His Majesty's

subjects from the exercise of a common right may well

be called law, and if it be, however penal its provisions,

I am bound to enforce them. Now it is well known that

the principal fisheries at Labrador are actually carried

on by people from this Island ; and I have purposely

put this case, because I wish it to be clearly seen to

what extravagant consequences the principle contended

for must lead.

" A legislative authority in this government, unknown

to the laws of England, but claimed under a prescriptive

exercise in Newfoundland, is now, for the first time,

sought to be established in this Court. So laige and

indeed so dangerous an innovation upon the accustomed

principles of adjudication in the Court, ought not to

be passed over unobserved. If the Proclamation by

which the surrogate is stated to have been governed

be legal, then indeed there can be no doubt that it

is as binding on this Court as it was on the Surrogate

Court"

But by Statute 49 George III, chapter 27, the laws

of England were made applicable to Newfoundland, and

by Statute 5: George III, chapter 45, they were

extended to Labrador, and by the common law of

England all the King's subjects have a common right

to take fish in arms of the sea, except in such

places where an exclusive right has been granted by

special charter, custom, usage, or prescription. The

exclusive right of Beard was not examined into, nor

evidence taken on the matter, and the surrogate ap-
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peared to have considered the point settled by the pro-
clamation.

"All that can be said is that he mistook that for law
which was net law, and so far his judgment was erro-
neous. In giving this opinion, however, 1 desire to be
understood as not determining any question of right at
Sandwich Bay. ... As it is in evidence that the nets
are in the defendant's possession . . . and as the jury
have assessed separate damages for the nets, I think I

am bound to give judgment for the value." (;f46o.)

This was a very important judgment
The Governor, Sir Chas. Hamilton, wrote to the

Secretary of State and gave the full history of the case.
He said :

—

" Your Lordship is aware that the laws enacted for
regulating the fisheries and trade of the Island of
Newfoundland do not extend to the Coast of Labrador,
although the Government of the latter is included with
the former in His Majesty's Commission. The fisheries
on the Labrador have heretofore, as appears by the
records in this office, been regulated by Proclamations
and Orders issued from time to time by the Governor,
either as the necessity of the case required, or from
d'tect instructions under the King's sign ma: ual or
communicated through one of His Majesty's Secretaries
of State, and which have generally tended to encourage
a Ship fishery and adventurers from England in prefer-

ance to any other class of His Majesty's subjects, with
the obvious view of promoting the increase of seamen.
These Orders and Proclamations were until very lately
considered to carry with them the force and effect of law.
... It would appear that the Chief Justice considers
the Proclamations of the Governors as not binding. I
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have considered it my duty to transmit all these pro-

ceedings to your Lordship, and to solicit such instructions

for my future guidance as His Majesty's Government

may be of opinion the case requires."

Sir Chas. Hamilton stated that the case had been

appealed to the Privy Council, but I have been unable

to find any judgment upon it from that tribunal.

The m^!^t complete account of the Labrador fisheries

obtainable up to this time is that furnished by Captain

Robinson on his return from Sandwich Bay, where he

was sent to investigate the dispute between Beard and

Jennings. (See following page.)

"In all harbours where there are any considerable

fisheries a few people winter to take care of the

property, cut wood, and catch furs. These constitute

the only resident population.

" Petty Harbour, Fishing Ship Harbour, Occasional

Harbour, Square Island Harbour, Cape Bluff Island

Harbour, Snug Harbour, St. Michael's Bay, Double

Island Harbour, Partridge Bay, Black Bear Bay, Island

of Ponds, Spotted Island Harbour, and Table Harbour;

at all these places there are small establishments, prin-

cipally of adventurers from Newfoundland ; and, by
the best information which could be obtained respect-

ing them, they may be estimated to yield about 1 500

quintals for each post on an average, making about

20,000 ; with a proportion of oil, at the rate of

one ton for every 200 quintals of fish, making
100 tons. At all the smaller intermediate haiisours

there is ^n appearance of settling and building houses,

but we cannot estimate their produce at all correctly

;

though, from the number of Newfoundland and Nova
Scotia vessels which carry on a desultory fishing and

take away their cargoes, a very considerable quantity



THE BRITISH FISHERIES 395

i

Towbat
country exported.

England,

Lisb

>n,

and

different

parts

of

the

Medi-

terranean.

X
H
Ed

H
a
o
0.

iinj
1

lio uiv) JO luo.L ;t

1

i a
po3 JO ipitumO ^

U01U]K JO B3i311 -

sMo:i VM }0 iM\nmn
!

—
•|!"l~tJ0"».T. S

1
'*'

•»I«1«J<'»<1""N !

5
u

s
H
Q

a.

S
W

1

"K «

jsqiniiH
ir

•™„
s

1
sue.) ui t»ping •?

iwjainM ?

I

i. m

''''"'^^j



396 LABRADOR

of fish may be added to the above estimate, perhaps

20,000 quintals."

In the Table of Exports in the Appendix it will

be noticed that the total exports of codfish from

Cape Charles to Sandwich Bay, are stated by Captain

Robinson 'o have been 134,580 quintals, while the

Colonial Records state them to have been 76,000

quintals for the French shore and Labrador,—a dis-

crepancy which canno* be explained. The weight

of evidence will no doubt be held to lie with Captain

Robinson.

In addition to the direct exports. Captain Robinson

estimated that 20,000 quintals were taken at small

stations, and 20,000 quintals by Newfoundland and

Nova Scotian schooners in all say— 175,000. To this

must be added the fishery in the Straits of Belle Isle,

which may be roughly estimated at 50,000 quintals,

making a grand total of 225,000 quintals.

By an Act passed on June 17th, 1824, entitled

"An Act for the Better Administration of Justice in

Newfoundland, etc." power was given to the Governor

to institute a court of Civil Jurisdiction at Labrador,

such court to be held by one judge authorized

to hear and determine complaints of a civil nature.

By the same Act the Surrogate Courts were dis-

continued.

Captain William Patterson was appointed judge

of this court in 1826, and continued in the office

until its termination in 1834. Mr. George Simms

was the first clerk. In 1829 Mr. Bryan Robinson,

afterwards Chief Justice of Newfoundland, was ap-

pointed sheriff, and held office until 1833, when he

was succeeded by Mr. Elias Rendell. The proclama-

tion issued at the inception of this court and the
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letter of instructions to Captain Patterson are here
given :

—

"Government House,
" iiM Atiguit, 1826

" Captain William I'atterson.
" Sir,

" With your Commission to proceed on your
Circuit to Labrador and the Proclamation which ac-
companies, I transmit to you a list of such places as
from the best information that can be obtained are
likely to call for your presence. At the same time you
will understand that it by no means professes to be
correct

; but after your arrival at Invucktoke you must
obtain from time to time the best information you can
get on that point, and regulate your proceedings accord-
ingly, taking the most Northern place at which first to
hoid your Court, so that you may always be making
progress to the Southward as the Summer declines.

" Herewith you will receive a copy of the Treaty with
America by which that country is entitled to take and
cure fish upon the Coast of Labrador, and with it I

also forward you a copy of an explanatory letter from
Lord Bathurst on the subject of it At the same time
that I recommend the most conciliatory and friendly
conduct on the part of yourself and all attached to your
Court or under your authority towards the subjects of
the United States whilst engaged in the fishery secured
to them by the treaty, you will bear in mind that
whilst they are employed within your jurisdiction they
are equally amenable to the laws with any of His
Majesty's subjects, and th«t the same measure of
Justice is to be dealt with them as to any others
infringing the rights of individuals or disturbing the
public peace.
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"For your further guidance in the discharge of your

official duties I must refer you to the Act 5, Geoige 4,
Cap. 51 and 67, with which you will be furnished, and
should there be any point on which you may previously
to your sailing require legal advice, the same shall be
submitted to the Attorney General or to the Judges of
the Supr<?, -"e Court as the case may be.

During u»e period that you are upon the Coast of
Labrat.'v it is very desirable you should take every
oppor 1 aity of informing yourself of the state of our
fishery as well as that of the Americans, and that you
should collect all the information you can with reference
to the Fur trade, the native inhabitants, the Moravian
Settlements, the number, if any, of Europeans or
Americans who remain the winter, as well as the
stations they occupy, and generally, that you should
collect all the information you can of that imperfectly
known country that may in any way tend to the
advancement of science or commerce.

" I am, etc.

"(Signed) Thos. C(XMR.vx»:,

, ^ ^ „ "Govef»(*,
To Capt Paterson, cb., r.n."

Pndamation bf His Excellency Sir Thomas J,.!tn
Cochrane, Knight, Governor and Commander-in-ChieJ

,

etc., appointing times and places of holding the Labra-
dor Court.

Whereas by an Act passed in the sth year of the Reign
of our Sovereign Lord George the Fourth by the Grace of
God of the United Kingdom or Great Britwi and Ireland,
King Defender of the Faith, etc., entitled " An Act for the
better administration of Justice in Newfondland and for other
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PiwpoM.," it ii enacted and declared that it shall and may be
lawfiil for the Governor or acting Governor of Newfoundland
for the time being to institute a Court of Civil Jurisdiction
at any such parts or places on the Coast of Ijibrador or the
Islands adjacent thereto which are reannexed to the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland as occasion shall require.
Now therefore in pursuance of the power and authority

to me givun by the said Act of Parliament, and in fulfilment of
the requisitions and provisions of the same, I, the Governor,
do by this my Proclamation institute a Court of Civil Juris
diction to holden at Inractoke on the »and day of August
—at Huntingdon Harbour on the 30th day of August—at
Venison Island on the 5th of September—at Cape St. Francis
on the 9th day of September—at Cape St. Charles Harbour on
ihe 13th day of September—at Chateaux Bay on the 2 1st day
of September—and at L'Anse-aLoup on the jgth day of
September nest on the said Coast of Labrador, or at any
or either of the said places, and as nearly on the said days
and periods or at any other place or places on the said Coast
and at such periods as circumstances will permit, or may
render necessary, with jurisdiction power and authority to
hear and determine all suits and complaints of a civil nature
after the manner and for, provided by the said Act, and arising
within any of the parts or places on the said coast of Labrador
or the Islands adjacent thereto, which are reannexed to thr
Government of Newfoundland, viz. :—from the entrance u
Hudson's Straits to a Une to be dnnni due North and South
from Anse Sablon on the said Coart to the iftysecond degree
of North Latitude.

And I do authorize, empower, and direct the Judges of the
said court of Civil Jurisdiction, hereby instituted, from day to
day, and from place to place, or for any number of days
within the term. Session or coiiiEinuar.ce of the said Court to
adjourn the said Court, to meet re-assemble andm again m the
execution and discharge of the duties of the said Court, when
and so often as by the said Judge say be dtuned necessary

t

!
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or expedient for the due and proper fulfilment and diicharge

of such duties.

And of these preienti all Magistrates, the Sheriff and his

deputies, all Bailiffs, Constables, Keepers of Gaols and other

Officers of the Coast of Labrador, in the execution of their

offices about the premises, are directed and hereby required

and commanded to take due notice and govern themselves

accordingly.

Given under my hand at Government

House, St. John's, the second day of

January in the sixth year of His

Majesty's Reign.

By Command of His Excellency the Governor,

(Signed) E. B. Brintoh.

In 1826 thirteen civil actions were tried, in 1827 a

similar number, and in 1828 twenty-seven actions, in-

volving an amount of ^£1885 5s. 3d. But the amount
of work which the court found to do was not considered

commensurate to the cost, and one of the earliest Acts

of the House of Assembly of Newfoundland in 1834

was to discontinue it.

A series of cases was brought before the Supreme
Court at St. John's in 1826 to determine the particular

classes of seamen and fishermen who were liable

for the payment of the Greenwich Hospital dues of

6d. per man, monthly. In the case submitted for

the decision of Chief Justice Tucker, the following

description is given of the method pursued at that

time :n shipping crews and fishermen for the Labrador.

It will h:: seen that it does not greatly difier from the

present custom. The decision of the Chief Justice was

that all classes of Labrador fishermen were liable for

the dues.
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"Labrador schooners are fitted out about the ist of
June for the Labrador fishery, which is carried on upon
that coast by open boats or skiffs. On board this
Kh,^,ner are embarked six men, three of whom are
hired on wages for the season, say from 30th of May
until the last of October ; and three on shares for the
same period of time. One of such servants Ukes
charge of the schooner, as master, to navigate her to
the Labrador, and carry the supplies and fishing crews
to a certain place, where, on the vessel's arrival she
15 moored in safety, and laid up, unused, for a time
except as an occasional store for salt, etc. The master
and men are then employed in skiffs, or open boats
catchmg fish, which they carry on shore to defendant's
room, to be cured by a shore crew of the defendant's
As soon as enough fish is caught and cured to load the
schooner, a sufficient crew from the men so hired and on
shares, is put on board to navigate the vessel to St
John s

;
from whence, after delivering her fish there she

again returns to the Labrador, and remains until the end
of the season, and then brings the residue of the fish and
oil, the produce of the voyage, to St John's, together
with the fishing and shore crews, returning about the
middle of October. But besides the aforesaid men the
hired servants of the defendant the said vessel carried
also to the Labrador ten other fishermen (besides
defendants shore crew, who were employed solely in
cunng the fish ashore); and which fishermen were
supplied by defendant who also contracted to cure on
his room the fish they caught, and freight it to St John'sOn the vessel's arrival at the Labrador, these men, form-
ing three separate crews, employed themselves in their
own skiffs, or open boats, catching fish on their own
account; and. as they caught it daily delivered it on

a D
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shore upon defendant's room to be cured. When cured,

defendant's said schooner carried the fish on freight to

St John's ; and out of it took the value of his supplies

fL-nished to the catchers, together with the price of

curing and the amount of freight; and delivered the

surplus to the said fish-catchers to sell where they

pleased, or purchased the same from them at current

price."

In a memorial from the Chamber of Commerce,

St. John's, 1825, protesting against any portion of the

Labrador being returned to Canada, it is stated that

60 vessels were fitted out in St. John's and 200 from

Conception Bay for the fishing on that coast, em-

ploying altogether about 5000 men.'

The senior naval officer on the station had a careful

census taken in 1826 of all the vessels fishing at Labra-

dor, from Lance-a-Loup to Rigolette, of which the

following is a resume :

—

95 vessels, 6439 tons, 1312 men.

397 boats, 828 men.

Catch.

3450 Seals.

1 1 24 tierces of Salmon.

102,980 quintals of Codfish.

304 tuns of Oil.

Of the above there were twenty-one fishing ships

from England. But this report was admittedly not

complete, and it was estimated that 50,000 quintals of

codfish were taken in small creeks and harbours not

visited. It will be noticed that herring are not

mentioned.

We learn from the Colonial Records that there were
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and LabrL*''-'
''™'" '^"'' ^"*="" '° Newfoundland

cr"as^ to
!«'" '/•'• '" '*'7-*« number had de-creased to 48, and in 1824, to it. In 183^ if ;.

fst'thel"? '^7 4^' -tto'L&Ld

teln ?nl!!. .f '

'^"^ ^'^^ *'P "^'"=0'. which hadbeen fostered with so much assiduity for nearly two

tion of Newfoundland had been kept down with aniron hand, soon ceased to exist.
It is perhaps idle to speculate on historical hypothesesbut one cannot help pausing a moment to consWer how

flowed
^0'"^°""'^'-^ --'d have been had she 1^^

flowed to grow naturally from the first. And onemust also "pomt the moral " of the folly of tryL to

fishe" ""A^r'Tp
'".<^-''y.-^h - the BritrsUfishery. Acts of Parliament, devised by wire-pulling

West-country merchants, could not keep it aMv^ andwh.,e.t was being artificially fostered, th'e inf:^ cdonyof Newfoundland was being strangled

cutl?°">!!''
^^ '*^° "^^ ^^""^°' fishery was prose-cuted w.th great vigour. Newfoundlanders. NovaScotians, and Americans flocked there in great numbers

by Colonel MacGregor. who, being A.D.C. and privateSecretary to the Governor of Ne^oundland. haran

do not bear exammation, and that he greatly over-esfmated the American fishery, and possibly the BriSh

{^IV 7"\ "! ="' "^^ """"t 3~ schLers went

tt Lahrn
'^""'^ to the difierent fishing stations onthe Labrador coast, where about 20,000 British subjectswer« employed in the season. Many of the vS
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made an early trip to the straits, returning as soon as

a cargo was secured, and leaving again as quickly as

possible for the eastern Labrador coast, a practice

which is still pursued by the schooners from the northern

outports. From the maritime provinces about 120

vessels with 1200 to 1300 fishermen annually fished

on the coast ; and there were six or seven English and

five Jersey firms with extensive fishing establishments,

still carrying on the old ship fisbpry, and employing

about 1000 men. The Americans had about 500

vessels and 15,000 men employed on the coast, ana

their catch amounted to rioo,ooo quintals of fish and

3000 tuns of oil.

According to this authority, therefore, there were

about 1000 vessels and 35,000 people engaged in the

Labrador fishery at this period.

To examine first into his estimate of the American

fishery. According to Lorenzo Sabine's Report of

Anurican Fishtries, 1853. the total export of codfish

from the United States in 1830 was 229,796 quintals,

and the home consumption about 500,000, making a

total of 729,796 quintals. As a large proportion of the

American fleet fished on the Grand Banks and in the

Gulf of St Lawrence, it is evident that MacGregors

figures are much exaggerated. Admitting that there

were 500 vessels, it is safe to as£jme that their crews

numbered about 5000 and their catch 200,000 to 250,000

quintals. , t> •^- u
If in MacGregor's figures for the number of British

subjects employed on the Labrador are included the

Canadian and English fishermen, estimated at 2000,

and the settlers on the coast, say 2000. not including

Eskimos or Indians, it will leave 16,000 people to go from

Newfoundland. As the whole population of Newfound-
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land at that period was about 60,000. it would thus appear
that one-fourth of them migrated to Labrador each
summer,—a proportion which seems altogether too large.

Owing to the Newfoundland fishermen being driven
from the French shore, they were compelled to go
farther afield, and on this account the Labrador fishery
was said to have increased sixfold between 18 14 and
1829. But on the Labrador they had to meet American
competition, particulars of which are related in another
chapter. Our Yankee cousins tried to carry things on
the coast with a high hand, and many complaints of
aggressions are recorded. They went so far on some
occasions as to drive the Newfoundland vessels from
the harbours, and tear down the British flag, hoisting
the Stars and Stripes in its place. They cut away the
salmon nets of the Newfoundlanders, set their own
instead, and threatened to shoot any one who interfered
with them. Redress was impossible. The visits of the
British cruisers were few and far between. It was beyond
the power of the por "shermen to bring the aggressors
to justice, and being ; atly outnumbered in many places,
they could not take the law in their own hands.
But after a few more years of steady increase, the

balance of power was in the hands of the Newfound-
land fishermen, and we can be sure that they were
not backward in protecting themselves. Possibly the
United States fishermen found the Labrador a little

warm for them, which may account for the rapid decline
of their fishery after 184a
The fisheries were variable, but no doubt were very

much more productive than in recent years. The
salmon fishery was still important, but the herring
fishery had not been prosecuted extensively. In the
list of exports given by MacGregor, herring are not
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tn.-ntioned. Codfish were no doubt inore easily taken

then than now. There were no traps, as in modern
times, but yet they succeeded in securing large catches.

The following figures for 1829 are given by Mac-
Gregor :

—

( 50,000 qtls. codfish ^^25,000
Exported to Europe 900 tees, salmon 2,700

by English and Jersey

'

300 tuns cod oil 4,000
firms. 200 tuns seal oil 4>5oo

Furs . 3,000

Exported to Europe /

by Newfoundland -I

houses. i

30,000 qtls. codfish

300 tees, salmon

Sent to Newfound
land from Labrador,

Sent to

Provinces.

nd- f

.r.

I
Maritime

324,000 qtls. codfish

1,500 tuns cod oil

Salmon, etc.

-j 20,000 qtls. codfish

10,000

900

£s°-'°°

•38.300

27,000

3,000

60,000

^£278,400

MacGregoi's statements do not hang together. The
number of Newfoundland schooners was said to have

been 300, and it cas impossible for them to have

brought back 1000 lintals each on an average.

But after making aue allowance for overestimates,

I am inclined to think that the total catch of codfish on

the Labrador at that period may have approximated

1,000,000 quintals yearly.

About the year 1831 the Hudson Bay Company
began operations in Labrador, the inception of which is

thus cynically related by John MacLean ( Thirty Years

in the Hudson Bay Company's Service)

:

—
" The Company, having learned through a pamphlet

published by the Moravian Missionaries that the
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country produced excellent furs, were induced by the
laudable desire of 'ameliorating the condition of the
natives' to settle it."

Posts were started at Rigolet and North-west River in
Hamilton Inlet, at Fort Chimo', Whale River, and
Georges River in Hudson's Straits, at Nackvak, Davis
inlet and Cartwright on the east coast. This last was
purchased from Messrs. Hunt and Henley, who had suc-

Cartwri ht
^""^ "'^""^ ""^'"^''^ °'"*''"^'*

''J' George

The title of the Company to the posts in Hudson's

h,r^K%'%"t""'^!.'*'
"'"''"''''' '" "-^'^ °"g-""»' <=harter,

but that of the others, with the exception of Cartwright
seems to rest upon squatters' rights only, as no grantof them appears to have been given by the Imperial
Government or Government of Newfoundland

In 1840 a Bill was introduced in the House of
Assembb' to provide for the collection of duties and
for estabhshmg a Court on Labrador. But bein.' re-
turned from the Council with amendments, it°was
allowed to drop. Nevertheless, an attempt was made
the followmg summer to collect duties there, and Mr
Elias Rendell was appointed for the job. He found
peat difficulty in getting to Labrador, as the merchants
knowing his errand, refused to let him go in their
vessels. He was therefore obliged to hire a small
schooner, and finally sailed on July 5th. He travelled
up the coast as far as Hamilton Inlet, i'^to which he
went some distance, and collected duties to the amount
of ^205 IIS. 4d. All complained loudly at having to
pay duties, and some of the firms refused positively to
pay at all. They pleaded that they should not be

m.™ "tem"'°'"°^ '" *'• "• " ^"""'' "-™"^ '<• ""B-a.
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called upon to contribute to the revenue unless they

derived some benefit from it, and stated that another

year they would resist payment by every possible means,

unless a Court of Justice were established, and the

coast afforded the protection of the police. Mr. Rendell

was of opinion that such was most necessary, as disputes

were continually arising, and serious crimes occasionally

committed, " a man at that time going at large, who

was known to have murdered his wife last winter."

Mr. Rendell also drew attention to the encroachments

of the French on the fisheries of Labrador. From

Blanc Sablon to Henley Harbour the shore was literally

lined with French boats, and the protection of a ship-

of-war was imperatively necessary.

We first hear of French encroachments on the Labra-

dor side of the straits, in 1835, and a Committee of the

House of Assembly was appointed to make enquiries,

but I have been unable to find that it ever made a report.

In 1841, the year after Mr. Elias Rendell's visit.

Captain Milne, H.M.S. Crocodile, was sent to the coast

on the fishery protection service. He found the reports

to be more than justified, and French encroachments to

be most general. They had simply taken possession of

Belle Isle, driving off the Newfoundland and American

fishermen who had been freque- 'ng it. Two fishing

rooms had been built there by le French, and it was

actually included in the list of fishing stations which

were regularly ballotted for in France every five years.

Belle Isle was considered a very valuable fishery at that

time, and immense quantities offish were taken annually

round the shores, approximating 30,000 quintals. The

codfish were said to enter the straits from the Atlantic,

passing near the island, and later schooling along the

Labrador shore. The fishermen there were thus enabled
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to secure the cream of the voyage, bith in size and
quantity of fish.

Capt. Milne pointed out that as Belle Isle was nearer

to Labriidor than to Newfoundland it must be held to

belong to the former coast where the French had abso-
lutely no rights. In Palliser's time, the commanding
officers of the fishery protection fleet were particularly

directed to guard against French aggression, and it i?

hard to understand how the abuse began.

In 1845, petitions were forwarded to the House of
Assembly from the merchants of Conception Bay, pray-

ing that Courts of Justice be again instituted on the

Labrador. Over 200 vessels and 5000 men went from
that Bay alone to Labrador, and many disputes arose
in respect to fishing berths, for the prompt settlement of

which a Court of Justice was absolutely necessary.

Capt Lucke, who was on the coast in H.M.S.
A/ann in 1848, visited Belle Isle, and although he
found no French vessels, was told that they had been
there all the summer, and had left hurriedly when they
heard he was in the neighbourhood. All along the

Labrador side of the straits he received the same in-

formation. It was estimated thsit 200 French boats

with 1000 to 1500 men had been poaching that summer,
and had taken 5o,(xx) to 70,cxx> quintals of fish. The
British fishery had been very good, averaging 70 or 80
quintals per man. Blanc Sablon was the principal

station, three Jersey firms doing business there. The
catch in this one place was 15,000 to 16,000 quintals.

At Red Bay, William Penney, of Carbonear, carried on
business, employing twenty-five boats and forty to fifty

men. Their catch was 3500 quintals. It is interesting

to know that the firm of Wm. Penney and Sons have
carried on a prosperous business there ever since, hold-

'i!^

^ I

i J
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ing the record for the oldest established business on the

Labrador carried on at one locality.

No determined effort seems to have been made to

stop the French encroachments, in spite of the continual

reports which were made in regard to them, until 1852,

when the sum of £550 was voted by the House of

Assembly for a fishery protection service at Cape John

and in the Straits of Belle Isle, and an effectual stop

was very soon put to the noaching propensities of the

French, which had been endured so long.

Capt. Cochrane, R.N., visited Labrador in 1852, and

assisted in this service, his particular duty being to re-

move the French establishments from Belle Isle. He

reported that very few American vessels were on the

coast that year, and that they fished between Sandwich

Bay and Cape Harrison. The number of Newfound-

land fishermen from Cape Charles to Cape Harrison he

estimated at 6500.

In 1856 the colony of Newfoundland was amazed to

learn that a Convention had been practically agreed to

between the Imperial and French Governments, by

which, among other concessions, it was proposed to give

the French the right to fish on the Labrador coast from

Cape Charles to Blanc Sablon. The colony was at

once up in arms. Evidence as to the importance cf the

Labrador fishery was taken by a Committee of the

House of Assembly. Among those who testified were

E. White, Thos. Rowe, John Rorke, John Walsh, Chas.

Power, Bishop Feild, and Bishop Mullock. They stated

that 700 sail of Newfoundland vessels went to Labra-

dor each season, and carried on fishing operations

from Blanc Sablon to Cape Harrison. The most im-

portant part of the fishery was that carried on in the

Straits of Belle Isle, where I70,CXX> to 180,000 quintals of
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codfish were taken on an average each year. Indigna-
tion against I'-.e Imperial Government was the dominant
note of the e dence, and many satirical references were
made to the. ignorance of the question, and their re-

markable generosity to the French.
The House of Aswmbly passed unanimously a

vehement protest against the ratification of the Con-
vention, and the influence of the neighbouring colonies
was enlisted, with the effect that the Imperial Govern-
ment realized that they had been on the brink of a
serious error, and withdrew from the Convention. The
news wan conveyed to Newfoundland in the celebrated
despatch from Mr. Henry Labouchere to Governor
Darling :

—

" The proposals contained in the Convention having
now been unequivocally refused by the Colony, they
will of course fall to the ground ; and you are authorized
to give such assurance as you may think proper, that
the consent of the community of Newfoundland is

regarded by Her Majesty's Government as the essential

preliminary to any modification on their territorial or
maritime rigiiU."

This is regarded ax one of the most important docu-
ments in the history of Newfoun-Jland, and has been
quoted by the colony in defence of its rights on several
subsequent occasions.

The resident population from Blanc Sablon to Sand-
wich Bay, in 1856, was computed at 1553 persons.
Attempts to collect duties on the Labrador were again
made this year, but were ve- renerally resisted. One
Custo: i official with an ey to business pointed out
that the firm of De Quettville, e-nploying 250 men,
served out to each five glasses r- brandy daily, the

'
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alone would make a considerable

Governor Darling visited the coast during the sum-

mer, probably wishing to see for himself the fishery

which the mother country proposed to give away.

The Reciprocity Treaty with the United States in

1854 was said to have occasioned an increase in the

number of their vessels fishing on the Labrador coast.

Why that should have been so is not plain, as they

already had an unrestricted right to that fishery. If

such Increase did take place, it was evidently a last

spasmodic effort, as their interest in Labrador declined

very rapidly soon after. In 1859 only fifty American

and Nova Scotian vessels were reported in the straits,

a great falling off from the numerous fleet which had

formerly fished there.

In the Appendix will be found a list of the exports

or catch of fish on the Labrador. It will be seen that

from 1830 to i860 no statistics are given. It has been

a great disappointment to me not to be able to get the

figures for this period, but after a careful search In

every place I could think of, I have been obliged to

abandon the hope of finding anything, and have con-

cluded that no record was kept of the direct exports,

or any estimate made of the total catch at that time.

The principal information about the Labrador fish-

eries from 1850 to 1870 Is obtained from the reports

made each year by the naval captains on the Fishery

Protection Service.

In 1862 the fishery was very poor, and the herring

fishery a total failure. A Government regulation this

year prohibited the barring of herring in seines,—

a

very wise law, as the destruction and waste by barring

is enormous. The Nova Scotian and American vessels
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resisted the enforcement of this ordinance, the latter
claiming that it could not be enforced against them
as it was not the law before 1854, when the last

Reciprocity Treaty had been made. Cape Harrison
was yet considered the northern limit, but a few
adventurous spirits had penetrated still farther north.
The Moravian Missionaries at Hopedale in 1857
describe the first arrival of an American trading vessel,
and the demoralization which resulted from the sale
of rum to the Eskimos. In 1859 several Newfound-
land fishing schooners are reported at Hopedale, Nain,
Hebron, and Okak. In the Nain dia.y, July 2nd, 1861,
it is recorded that the Newfoundland schooners had
made their appearanc in the offing, and were cruising
about in the open » :r, waiting for the ice to move
off. It was no sooi.,:r gone than they came in, and
usurped the fiihing places used by the Eskimos. Six
Newfoundland vessels fished at Hipedale in 1863,
25 touched there in i866, and 108 1868, while in

1870 over 500 passed north, 145 bv- ; counted in a
single day.

The important northern Labrador fishery therefore
sprang into being in 1863, and was actively prosecuted
by 1870. The schooners going to the far north are
termed " floaters," meaning that they are not generally
attached to fishing establishments on the Labrador,
but catch their fish wherever they can get it, and take
it direct to Newfoundland ports, where it is cured.
This fish is known to the trade as shore-cured Labra-
dor, and constitutes one of the largest items in the
cod fishing industry.

The report of Captain Hood, the naval commander
on the coast in 1865, was much fuller than usual. An
attempt was made to take a census of the fishing popu-

i
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lation, and the catch of fish from Battle Harbour to

Red Island, but I am of opinion that it is very incom-

plete. He reported that there were between those

points 1098 boats and 2711 men, and the catch il6,7CX)

quintals codfish. The largest establishments were Black

Tickle and Indian Harbour.

The Newfoundland Chamber of Commerce, in 1866,

petitioned the Imperial Government to send a naval

vessel to survey the northern Labrador coast, which

was then entirely uncharted. Accordingly, the next

year Lieutenant Chimmo, in H.M.S. Gannel, was detailed

for the work. He called in at Battle Harbour to get a

pilot, but was unable to obtain one. The schooners had

all gone to Cape Harrison, where they were "doing what

they liked with the fish." Lieutenant Chimmo found

by careful observation that the whole coast had been

placed on the charts ten or eleven miles too far to the

eastward. His only chart was that of Lane, drawn in

1772, which he found very incorrect. The coast had

not been surveyed since. When he reached Cape Har-

rison he was informed that about 200 Newfoundland

vessels were fishing at Windy Tickle, 180 miles still

farther north. He went into Aillik, where the Hudson
Bay Company had a station, and also called at Hope-

dale. Coming south he stopped at Indian Tickle, and

was given a glowing account of the Labrador fishery

by Mr. Warren (Matthew H.), who had his fishing

rooms there. 3000 vessels were said to have passed

through that well-known passage during the season, on

the voyage north and return south, and the number of

fishermen to have been 30,000. These seem rather

large figures, and 1 have been able to find no evidence

to support them.

By the census of 1857 the population of Newfound-
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THE BRITISH FISHERIES 4,5
land was found to be 122,000. which would indicate
about 40,000 men and boys. The number of schooners
was 800, with crews approximately about 15,000 men.
Makmg all due allowance for nine years' increment, it
does not seem possible that the Labrador fleet from
Newfoundland could have reached the figures given by
Mr. Warren.

The merchants of St John's were much gratified at
the prompt way in which the Imperial Government had
carried out their request for a survey of northern Labra-
dor, and tendered Lieutenant Chimmo their best thanks
for his care in the matter.

But it was not until i8;6 that Commander Maxwell's
charts, which gave the first reliable information about
the coast, were published. These charts are still in use.

In i860, Sir Leopold McCIintock, in H.M.S. Bulldog,
was sent by the Imperial Government to survey a route
for the proposed North Atlantic Telegraph between
Great Britain and America. His course was via Ice-
land and Greenland to Indian Harbour on the Labra-
dor, where he arrived on August 24th. Indian Harbour
was then the most extensive of the northern fishing
establishments, and under the charge of a Mr. Norman.
Although there had been very little ice on the coast
the fishery had been a poor one, owing to stormy
weather. While the Bulldog was at Indian Harbour,
however, the fishermen were taking codfish by means of
jiggers as fast as they could haul them on board. As
the Eskimos in Greenland had been seen using the
same method, it was remarked that the Labrador
fishermen could not improve upon the custom of the
Eskimos. It was not, however, an original custom of
the Eskimos. As a matter of fact, jiggers have been in
use from very early times. In 1716 complaints were
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made against their use by the French on the southern

Labrador, as it was said that the fishery at Petit Nord

(northern Newfoundland) had been ruined by them ; a

statement which has happily no* proved correct. At the

present time their use is forbidden in Canadian waters.

As a result of the soundings taken bv the Bulldog it

was demonstrated that a bank extends north and south

of Hamilton Inlet for i8o miles, and at least lOO miles

in an easterly direction. Sir J. C. Ross (Parliamentary

Reports re Atlantic Telegraph) reported that this bank

stretches parallel to the coast for a considerable distance

north and south of Okak.'

The ^B/Mif proceeded into Hamilton Inlet, surveying

more or less carefully that important body of water. At

Rigolette they met Mr. Smith, superintendent of the

district for the Hudson Bay Company, who spoke

highly of the healthiness of the climate, and who, as

Lord Strathcona in our day, is a living witness to the

truth of his rtatement.

There were said to be about two hundred people living

in Hamilton Inlet, but the Eskimos, who had once been

so numerous, were fast dying out. It was told that on

an island at the mouth of the Inlet, there were a number

of skeletons of Eskimos strewed about the surface,

showing that they had fallen victims at one time to a

virulent contagious disease. These were no doubt the

remains of that unhappy band of Eskimos who died of

smallpox, caught from Kaubvick, the sole survivor of the

party of Eskimos whom Cartwright took to Englard

with him in 1773. That the skeletons should remain ,or

nearly one hundred years is evidence of the remarkable

anti-septic nature of the climate. It is more than likely

• Captain Charles Swayne, in 1753, also reported an impoftant fishing

bank about six leagues off the coast, extending from lat. 54" to lat. 57'.
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they are still there. The island was called Eskimo
Island on account of this circumstance ; but, as there
are many Eskimo Islands, it would not be inappropriate
for the name to be changed to " Kaubvick's Island."

We have heard how, in :84i, and again in 1856, half-

hearted attempts were made to collect revenue on
Labrador. These attempts were nullified principally

through the efforts of the large English houses having
establishments on the coast. But in 1862 the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland decided to re-establish the
Labrador Court, and to collect Customs duties regularly
and systematically.

There seems no reason why the duties should not
have been collected without special legislation, but to
make assurance doubly sure, and to remove any possible

question of legality, the Customs Act of 1863 contained
sp--.;al clauses dealing with the collection of duties on
the Labrador. In addition, " An Act to provide for the
Collection of the Revenue, and for the better Adminis-
tration of Justice at the Labrador," was passed at the
same time, by which the Governor in Council was
authorized to appoint a revenue officer for that service.

Mr. James Winter received the appointment, and
made his first voyage in the summer of 1863. In spite

of the special legislation which had been enacted, several

of the merchants, notably Messrs. Hunt and Henley,
vigorously resisted the payment of duties. As cash was
almost an unknown commodity on the coast, the collector

was obliged to accept drafts from the various captains

and agents on the mercantile houses they represented.

When these drafts matured they were nearly all dis-

honoured, and proceedings at law had to be taken to

enforce payment. Hunt and Henley were very contu-
macious, threatening to take proceedings against the
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Governor. Sir Alex Bannerman. whenever he Aould land

in England. They and other English firms c"nnng on

a Labrador business, presented a memorial to the

Secretary of State setting forth their grievances, and

S.g that the Newfoundland Acts be disalowed

^r reasons for resisting the payment °f the du^esdo

not seem very conclusive, and appear to be derived

mainly from the old privileges giv«, to sh'P^fi*"^^
England. They claimed that they carried on their

bulness from England, and had very little commun -

cation with Newfoundland, that they were not rep«-

«nted in the Newfoundland Legislature, and that theS collected were not spent for the advantage of

^Tte very unfair position of the Newfoundland traders

and merchants, who had paid Customs duties in New-

foundland. and had to come into competition with duty-

fr^ goods from England, was obvious, but natural V

did not appeal to them, and they fought hard for th-r

^tftel'somilety. the Secretary of State notified the

memorialists that the Newfoundland Legislature was

fully competent to impose duties on Labrador To the

Governor of Newfoundland he wrote suggesting that

Lateador should be represented in the House of

Assembly a suggestion to which consideration was pro-

mised : and as i? has been under consideration ever since,

the promise may be considered to be ''•"Ply/f'f
•

^
The correspondence which took place before these

Acts were ratified, was thought of sufficient importance

for a special House of Commons Blue Book, which was

iFiued in March. 1864.
, ,- . _

The reports of Mr. Winter, the Collector of Customs,

and Mr. Benjamin Sweetland. the Judge of the newly-
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constituted Court, afford interesting information. Blanc

Sablon was the most important settlement on the coast.

De Quettville and Co., Le Boutillier Brothers, and two
smaller Jersey firms carried on business there, bringing

over nearly all their fishermen from Jersey each summer,
and carrying them back at the end of the season.

These men were paid 4s. gd. to 5s. 6d. for every

100 fish, averaging 7 quintals per 1000 fish. About
eighty Nova Scotian and two American vessels visited

that port, and all protested against having to pay
duties, but all finally consented to do so. The
fishery had been good, averaging 70 quintals per

man. At Sandwich Bay, Messrs. Hunt and Henley
had taken about :20o tierces of salmon. The Court
visited twenty-two ports between Blanc Sablon and
Hawk's Harbour, and heard twenty-three cases of a

trivial character. The Judge stated that, "like most
Circuit Courts, the moral elTect is greater than the

amount of business done "
; but considering the number

of years Labrador had been without a Circuit Court,

and the insignificant business found to be done, it does
not appear that even the " moral effect " was very greatly

required.

This Circuit Court continued to make yearly visita-

tions until 1874, when it was discontinued. The Act
authorizing it is, however, still on the Statute Book, and
can be put into force at any time by appointing oflicia'

and voting their salaries. (See Appendix.) The nei

for it, however, does not seem to be any greater now
than in 1874, a fact which speaks eloquently for the

peaceful and law-abiding character of the fishing popu-
lation of Newfoundland.*

^ This Court has since been instituted again, and '.

appomted Judge.
F. J. Morris



h

?ii

410 LABRAIX)R

In 1868-9 the fishery in the straits and on the

southern Labrador coast was a complete failure, and

very great destitution prevailed in consequence, many

deaths from starvation taking place among the resident

population of the coast. These people rejoice in the

title of " liveyeres," a West of England word supposed

to be a corruption of " live here." At this period

they numbered 2479 between Blanc Sablon and Cape

Harrison, including about three hundred Eskimos and

Montaignais Indians. They are generally the descend-

ants of the pioneer furriers and salmon catchers who

married Eskimo or Indian women, but also a good

proportion of them are Newfoundlanders who stayed on

the coast to take care of the fishing rooms and property

left there, and remained from lack of initiative, or

ability to get away. In spite of its hardships and pre-

cariousness, the life seems to have attractions, and there

are many instances of families coming to Newfoundland

and also emigrating to the States and Canada with

a view to bettering themselves, but after a few years'

trial returning again to their old homes on bleak and

barren Labrador. They have been continually in poverty

and starvation, and the Government of Newfoundland

has been many times called upon to supply them with

food and necessaries.

This year, (1869), marks the end of the American

Labrador fishery. The sole vessel from the United

States on the coast that year was a steamer sent to

obtain, if possible, a cargo of herring, in which she

was not successful. After this the reports state that no

American vessels were heard of. In 1870, the Labrador

Steam Mail Service was b^un, and has been gradually

extended until now a comfortable steamer makes fort-

nightly trips during the season, calling at the principal
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•Ution^u far north as Nain. The straits fishery in 1 870w the best for twenty-one years, but the east coast was
bloclted with ice until the middle of August, and fhe
fishwy there consequently the poorest ever experienced.
The French encroachments on the Labrador coast

h«ving been stopped, a new source of complaint arose.
The Newfoundland fisherr n began the reprehensib,e
practice of selling bait to the French fishermen on

2^« u* '''°"' """ «"*''''''e them to secure the
codfish which afterwards competed most seriously with
their own catch in the European markets.

In 1874 Mr. J. L. Macneil succeeded Mr. Pinsent as
Judge of the Ubrador Court The fishery had been
below the average, and the people consequently were
very badly off. At Battle Harbour the previous
winter, the main body of the seals had been driven in
on the shore, and the people managed to securt :o.ooo—a God-send indeed !

The Government of Newfoundland employed Mr. H.
Y. Hinde, the author of Explorations on the Labrador
Coast, to investigate and report upon the northern
Labrador fishery. He visited the coast in 1875-6 and
made a report on the fisheries, which, although perhaps
not correct in all particulars, is yet a very valuable paper,
and should be carefully studied by all who wish to get
an insight into the nature and working of the fishery.
He called particular attention to the line of banks

extending along the greater part of the Labrador
coast, and prophesied that they would become the
great fishing-ground of the future,—a prophesy which
has not yet been fulfilled, but from the experience of
vessels which have recently made trial of them, and
have been most successful, it is probable that they will
now begin to be regularly fished.

\\n

M^ A
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Mr. Hlride reported that 400 vessels, carrying about

3J00 men, had passed north of Cape Mugford that

season.

It had long been known that vessels going to Labra-

dor were systematically overloaded, and overcrowded

with passengers—men, women, and children. The

Labrador planters took with them not only their ser-

vants for the fishery, male and female, but also their

whole families, their goats, their pigs, their dogs, and

their fowls. Seventy to eighty persons were often

crowded into a little schooner of about forty tons.

There were no conveniences of any kind, and no

separation of the sexes. Decency was impossible, and

vice was flagrant At length, in 1880, the late Hon. J.

J. Rogerson succeeded in getting a Commission of the

House of Assembly appointed to examine into » -

matter, and to report. As a consequence an Act was

passed in 1881 to put a stop to the scandalous con-

dition of things. The clauses relating to Labrador are

as follows :

—

Passtnger Accommodation on Board Steamers and

Vessels.

6. Sailing vessels carrying females engaged as servants in

the fishery, or as passengers, between Newfoundland and

Labrador, shall be yrovided with such separate cabins or

apartmente as will afford, at least, fifty cubic feet for each of

such females ; and the owners of such vessels shall provide

for such females sufficient accommodation for sanitary

purposes.

7. No more than one person for each registered 'on thall

be C8^ied in sailing vessels proceeding to or returning from

I^brador.

8. The owners of su-.j vessels shall provide sufficient boat

accommodation for at least one-third of the persons on board
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•uch Tcneb carrying puiengen between Newfoundland and

Labrador.

9. The Governor in Council may make rules and regula-

tioni for effectually carrying out the proviiiona of Kctioni lii,

even, and eight of thii chapter, and alter and amend the

same from time to t'me, which rules and regulations, when

published in the Royal Gaullt, shall be construed to form

part of this chapter, and shall have the same eOect in law as

if they had been specially incorporated herein.

10. For all violations of this chapter not hereinbefore

provided for there shall be imposed a penalty not exceeding

one hundred dollars for each offence, or in default of payment,

of imprisonment for a term not exceeding three months.

It is feared, however, that they are still often disre-

garded, and a more stringent enforcement of the Act is

very much required.

Between October t2th and 15th, 1885, terrific gales

swept over the Labrador coast, causing enormous de-

struction to the fishing fleet. Eighty schooners and 300

lives were lust, and 2000 people rendered destitute.

Steamers were sent at once to .escue the stranded

survivors, and a large sum of money subscribed for the

support ot the widows and orphair of the ill-fatsd

fishermen who had lost th*ir livi 3 iii this terrible disaster.

Since this period the Labrador fishery has proceeded

steadily, subject only to the vicissitudes to which all

fisheries are liable. There have been periods of scarcity,

and periods of plenty. An enormous expansion has

been induced by the high prices obtained for codfish

during the past three years. But the year 1908 appears

to mark a turning point, for the Labrador fishery has

been short, and the prices low.

But it is evident that a great expansion of the fisheries

is possible. Among the archipelagos that fringe its
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enormous coast-line there is room for many times the

number of fishermen that now go there. Also outside of

the coast usually fished there is an enormous untouched

fishing ground. From White Bear Islands to Cape

Chidley there extends a line of banks no doubt teeming

with cod. During the past three years a few adven-

turous banking schooners have gone to the Labrador, and

spread their trawls on the off-shore grounds. Their

success has been marvellous. Properly equipped and

properly supplied with bait, our schooners need never

want for a catch of codfish. Schooners have also done

remarkably well fishing with trawls along shore on

southern Labrador. Being an innovation, it is viewed

with great disfavour by trap fishermen.

The one great impediment in the way of an increased

Labrador fishery is the difficulty in marketing the fish.

The use of traps is now universal on the Labrador, and

the fish taken is generally small, and owing to the short-

ness of the season cannot be made into hard dry salt

fish. It does not keep well, and is all rushed off to

market together, with the result that the markets are

always glutted, and the returns small. The fish taken on

the Labrador banks is, however, of large size, and it

would seem a good plan to take it at once to some

northern Newfoundland outport, where it could be cured

in the same way as the fish caught on the Grand Banks.

Such fish is worth, on an average, two or three dollars

per quintal more than the ordinary Labrador fish, and

if it could be substituted, would add enormously to the

value of the fishery to the fishermen and to the country.

That most valuable fish,—the halibut,—also frequents

this off-shore fishing ground. American vessels travel

there, 14CX) miles and back again, solely for this fish.

It seems possible that fast Newfoundland schooners may
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make a splendid business of supplying fresh halibut to

the English markets from the Labrador banks. The
distance is 1600 miles.

It is a fish in great demand in England, where it sells

for 5d. per pound, green. It is brought principally from

Iceland,

The practice has arisen in recent years, for steamers to

be employed to convey fishermen to the various fishing

stations on the coast Loud complaints have been made
against the use of steamers by those who have only their

schooners to take them down. They say the steamer

crews take all the best trap berths. Petitions h»ve been

sent to the House of Assembly asking that a law be

passed forbidding the practice, and a bill to that effect

actually passed that House, but was thrown out by the

Legislative Council.

Such a retrograde piece of legislation is greatly to be

deprecated. The wheels of progress cannot be stayed,

and if the fishermen can get to their work quicker and

easier by steamer so much the better. If steamers are

to be forbidden, why not fast schooners ? and why not

make the schooners from Green Bay wait for those from

Conception Bay, so that all may be on the same footing ?

which is absurd, to use Euclid's time-hoi- jred phrase.

It is impossible to find out the exact quantity of

codfish caught on the Labrador coast in any one season.

The exports from the coast direct to market average

nearly 300,000 quintals per annum; but the qua.itity

brought back to Newfoundland is unknown. It varies

considerably, and is estimated in different years at from

150,000 to 350,000 quintals. The total catch by New-
foundland fishermen, therefore, ranges from 450,000 to

650,000 quintals.

During the period from 1860-80 the herring fishery

hi
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was very important The fish were larger and fatter

than any other known variety, and were marketed at

good prices in Canada and Western America. After

1880 this fishery rapidly declined, and in a few years

became a thing of the past. The herring entirely aban-

doned the coast. During the last two or three years

they have again been seen, but in quantities too small to

make them worth fishing.

The seal fishery, which was one ofthe principal mduce-

ments to the first settler:-, on the coast, has l-mg ceased

to be commercially pursued by residents on the coast.

The student of this history will, I think, be convinced

that Newfoundland must be and will be mis^rc '.n her

own waters, under the Crown of England, and that the

extrinsic and unnatural privileges granted to the citizens

of the United States, must be sooner or later abandoned.

There are even many precedents for their abrogation.*

We have seen how the great fishery once carried on by

New England vessels has been perforce abandoned, and

how the privilege is now of little value. The future of

the great fisheries of Newfoundla.id and Labrador

belongs to the fishermen of those countries. One by one

the contestants for a share in them have withdrawn. The

ship-fishers from England long ago abandoned the

struggle. By means of enormous bounties the French

managed to continue until 1904, when they gracefully

sold out, having then but little interest left to sell.

The ai. Uogy for our American cousins is complete,

ai.J the deduction is plain.

Except for the fisheries it is difficult to see how and

why the population of Labrador should increase. The

' An article in NintteeKlh Ctntury Keviev, for October, 190S, strongly

advises the abrogation of the Convention of 1818, and mittnces e.gn

different occasion when the United States have themselves abrogated

treaties which had become burdensome or out of date.
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lumbering industry is no doubt capable of some expan-
sion. Enormous areas of wood suitable for paper pulp
are reported on the Grand River and Hamilton Inlet,

where there is unlimited water-power, and a great paper-
making industry will undoubtedly be established there
some day.

But the fur-bearing animals and the caribou, it is

said, will disappear with the forests, and with them the
Indians and trappers, so that the net increase will be
small.

Although Labrador abounds in iron, no workable
deposits have yet been made known.
The Grand Falls' of the Hamilton River are one of the

wonders of North America, and contain a stupendous
water-power, which perhaps some day may be used for

the generation of electricity.

But Labrador has little promise for the white settler,

and it is to the Eskimos that one would be inclined to

look for a population
; but, alas ! they also are dying out.

Except for those fortunate tribes which have been under
the fostering care of the Moraviar, Mir ;ionaries, the
Eskimo race has disappeared from Labrador, where at

one time there were doubtless many thousands. At the
Moravian settlements the population about holds its

own. Were it not for the epidemics which have been
criminally introduced there, they would have shown a
substantial increase. Let us trust that the legislation

needed to protect them may no longer be delayed, and
that this deeply interesting race may again flourish on
their native coasts.

It is somewhat astonishing to find that while the

' Applications liave recently been made to the Government for the right
to use this water-power.

I



I*

\i

418 LABRADOR

spiritual needs of the Eskimos in the far north had been

ministered to by the Moravian Brethren since I77l,and

the Montaignais Indians in the Gulf of St. Lawrence

had been converted to Christianity by the Recollet

Missionaries very soon after the French colonization

of Canada, and regularly visited by Roman Catholic

priests from Quebec, the unfortunate white settlers on

Labrador, the " liveyeres," remained long entirely neg-

lected. Probably it was not realized that there were

any inhabitants on that desolate coast.

The earliest record I have been able to find of

Missionary work on southern Labrador, states that the

Methodists, prior to 1829, had sent several Missionaries

to the coast, but were obliged to discontinue the work

in that year. The Moravian Brethren note in their

journal for 1825, that they had been visited by a Mr.

Cozens from Newfoundland, who had been into Hamil-

ton Inlet to convey a Methodist Missionary to reside

there. But he returned after a year or two, disgusted

at the unfruitfulness of his labours.

The next clergyman of any denommation to visit

Labrador, was Archdeacon Wix in 1831. The particu-

lars of his visitation cannot now be obtained, but it was

evidently a flying visit, as Bishop Feild could only hear

of him at Venison Islands.

In 1840, the Anglican Bishop of Quebec sent the

Rev. E. Cusack to visit the people residing in the Straits

of Belle Isle. In some places I,e was very badly received,

but in others was called upon to marry and baptize. A
Roman Catholic priest also travelled along the coast in

the following year, ministering to those who professed

that faith. Archbishop Howley, of Newfoundland, states

in his Ecclesiastical Hisury that the Labrador coast was

attached to tl e Roman Catholic Episcopate of St. John's
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in 1820, and was regularly visited by a priest from
St John's.

But except at the floravian settlements, there was
neither church nor school, nor priest nor teacher, located
in the whole length and breadth of Labrador.
When Bishop Felld was appointed to the Anglican

Bishopric of Newfoundland in 1845, 't came as a surprise
to him to find that Labrador was also under his charge.
He wrote to England to find out if such were the case,
as Labrador was not mentioned in his commission.
But as it was a dependency of Newfoundland he decided
for himself in the affirmative, and at once began to plan
a visit to its shores. This he first accomplished in 1848.
He landed at Forteau, and the next day, Sunday, July
30th, held service in a large store which had been lent
for the purpose, to a congregation of about one hundred
and fifty persons, mostly men. From there he travelled
along the coast in the Church-ship Hawk, visiting all
the principal settlements as far north as Sandwich Bay.
The spiritual cond-'tion of the people was pitiable. In
very few houses was there any pretence at religion.
There were very few Bibles or Prayer-books, and fewer
still who could read them. Marriages had been per-
formed by the simple practice of attestation before
witnesses, and even that ceremony was often neglected.
Occasionally someone was found who could read, and
one marriage was considered well performed when the
Church of England marriage service was read by a
Roman Catholic fisherman from Newfoundland. The
children remained unbaptized, except when a reader
happened along who could master the Church of
England service provided for such instances. One
father was very proud of the way his children had
been baptized. When Bishop Feild asked the question,

'

141'
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as the Prayer-book directs, " By whom was this child

baptized ? " he replied, " By one Joseph Bird, and a

fine reader he wor I

"

Bishop Feild found about 1200 settlers professing

to belong to the Church of England, although very

few of them had ever seen a clergyman. Dozens of

couples presented themselves to him to be married,

and literally hundreds of children were baptized. His

zealous Missionary spirit was fired, and he at once

determined that there should be churches and schools

and clergymen on I^abrador.

On his return to St. John's he addressed a vigorous

letter of appeal to the " Society for the Propagation of

the Gospel," asking for a grant of £200 a year, with

which sum he purposed to start three missions at

Forteau, Battle Harbour, and Sandwich Bay. His

request was at once granted, and the money voted ; but

his next difficulty was to find " the men, the right men,

patient and laborious, content with smnti beginnings and

slow results." But his magnetic personaii^/ and over-

flowing zeal had the power of attracting to his assist-

ance many able men imbued with the true LTissionary

spirit. The first to offer himself was the Rev. A.

Giflbrd, who went to Forteau in 1849, followed in 1850

by the Rev. H. P. Disney, to Francis Haibour. These

zealous clergymen soon had churches built at Forteau

and Francis Harbour. Also, in a few years, at Battle

Harbour, Seal Island, Spear Harbour, Henley Harbour,

and Camp Islands, churches or school-houses were

erected. The experiences, the labours, the privations

of these first Labrador Missionaries seem almost in-

supportable in our easier-going times. But men were

found willing to undergo them, and sixteen years later

Bishop Feild wrote with pride, that there were then five
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churches on the Labrador, with active and able men
ministering in them to a people who, a few years before,
had been without religious instruction of any kind.
The Church of England has ever since maintained

the Missions thus started by Bishop Felld. Nor have
the other Churches been negligent.

By the last census, 1901, the population of Labrador
is stated to be 3947, divided as follows :—Church of
England, 1538; Roman Catholic, 332 ; Methodist, 638 ;

and Moravians, 1377. There were 5 Church of England
churches, 3 Roman Catholic, 4 Methodist, and 17 schools.
The population showed a decrease from 1891 of 159,

but the census was notoriously very badly taken, and the
figures can only be considered approximately correct

In 1901 the Rev. S. M. Stewart offered himself to the
Bishop of Newfoundland for service in the diocese, and
asked particularly to be allowed to go to the heathen
Eskimos in Ungava. It has been told how the Mora-
vians contemplated opening a mission there nearly a
hundred years ago, as well as their reason for not
undertaking it. For a hundred years longer the tribes
inhabitating Hudson's Straits had been neglected, and
no hand had been stretched out to help them. The
inspiration which had moved Christian Erhardt and
Jens Haven prompted Mr. Stewart to go to their assist-
ance. The result of his eight years' work has been
most encouraging. He is satisfied that even in this
short time many have become real Christians, showing
their faith by their amended lives. He has also been
the means of causing the supply of liquor to the
Eskimos at the trading stations in Hudson's Straits to
be stopped.

i: 11
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CHAPTER XVII

BOUNDARY DISPUTE WITH CANADA

JURISDICTION over Labrador has been transferred

from Canada to Newfoundland and back again,

several times over.

While these changes have been noted in regular

course during the progress of this history, it is thought

important to deal with the whole matter at one time

and in one chapter; more particularly at this time,

when the subject has assumed considerable importance

owing to the dispute between Newfoundland and the

Province of Quebec, as to the exact boundaries of their

respective portions of Labrador.

This does not pretend to be a judicial view of the

question, but deals with it entirely from the New-

foundland standpoint; the arguments of the other

side being entirely unknown and unimaginable by the

writer.

The question might have remained in abeyance for

many years to come, had it not been for the inception of

a Lumbering enterprise on a considerable scale on the

upper reaches of Hamilton Inlet.

The Government of Newfoundland issued licences to

this company to cut timber, exacted Customs dues, and

otherwise exercised lordship over the land.

The Province of Quebec, however, by virtue of an

Act passed by that Province in 1898, appropriated all
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the louthern side of Hamilton Inlet, "until it meets with

the boundary of the territcy of Newfoundland "
; but

why they contented themselves with the southern side

only is not easy to understand. As the aforesaid

Lumber Company had cut some logs on that side of

the river, the Government of Quebec made a technical

seizure of the logs in order to bring the matter to an

issue, and the case is shortly to be heard before the

Privy Council.

While Labrador may have been claimed by England
by right of discovery, it does not appear that such claim

was ever enforced ; and up to the latter part of the

seventeenth century the country was practically a no-

man's land.

We have heard how the Hudson Bay Company in

1670 obtained its marvellous charter from Charles 1 1.

At about the same period the southern coast was regu-

larly visited by French fishermen, which indeed they

had probably done continually since Jacques Cartier's

time. In the early part of the eighteenth century, the

French Government of New France granted seignorial

rights over considerable tracts of the Labrador coast

bordering the Gulf of St. Lawrenc; and Straits of Belle

Isle. The north and south parts of the country were

thus appropriated by England and France respectively,

and by the Treaty of Utrecht, 1713, it was agreed to

divide the intervening coast. A Commission was
appointed to make the division, r'^specting the claims

of the Hudson Bay Company on the one hand, and

the French seignories on the other. Although this

Commissiot'! met, no decision was arrived at, and the

country remained undivided. Firally, by the conquest

of Canada in 1760, all Labrador ic!l into the hands

of England, and her possession thereof was confirmed

)
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by the Treaty of Paris, 1763. The Hudson Bay
Company possessed all that portion of the peninsula
of Labrador drained by rivers which fall into Hudson's
Bay or Straits, and it became necessary to divide the
rest of the country. By 'he Proclamation enforcing
the Treaty of Paris, the boundaries of the newly-
acquired provinces of Canada were defined. The
province of Quebec was "bounded on the Labrador
coast by the River St John, and from thence by a
line drawn from the head of that river, etc.," running
west.

The Proclamation continues:

—

"And to the end that the open and free fishing
of our subjects may be extended to and carried
on upon the coast of Labrador and the adjacent
Islands, we have seen fit, with the advice of our
said Privy Council, to put all that coast from the
River St. John to Hudson's Straits, together with
the Islands of Anticosti ?nd Magdalene, and all

smaller islands lying upon the .laid coast, under the
care and inspection of our Governor of Newfound-
land."

It can hardly be contended that it was the intention
of the Crown to leave the interior of the country, not
included in the Hudson Bay Company's charter, un-
appropriated ai.. under no jurisdiction. And, in fact,

a line drawn from the head of the St. J jhn River to
the entrance of Hudson's Strait, (although it will be
noticed that the entrance was not then specified,) will
include nearly the whole interior not granted to the
Hudson Bay Cumpany.
The Commission of Sir Thomas Graves, Governor

of Newfoundland, April 25th, 1763, is substantial
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proof that the whole residue was intended It
reads :

—

_.".^"'',*'f«'°
•'"''•y 'equ're and command all officers

Civil and Military, and all other inhabitants of our said
Islands and the Coasts and Territories of Labrador
and the Islands adjacent thereto or dependent thereon
within the limits aforesaid, to be obedient, aidinc
and assisting you in the execution of this our Com-
mission.

The fishermen and the Eskimos upon the coasts
together with every band of Nascopee or Montagnais
Indians that roamed the remotest fastnesses of Labra-

Ne^frdllnd
"""* •""" '° """^ ""= *^°™"- "^

In 1767 Sir Hugh Palliser, then Governor of New-
foundUnd, in a proclamation, says: "All inhabi-
tants, settlements and possessions upon this coast
of Labrador foto„„ ,/„ i,„„is of the Government
of Quebec and :he hmits of the Hudson Bay Company"
which clearly .ho^v. f at ne claimed jurisdiction over
the whole residue of the peninsula

; that is to say
the whole basin of the rivers which empty into the
AtlanUc, and into the Gulf of St. Lawrence, f-,m
the entrance of Hudson's Straits to the River St
John.

Sir Hugh Palliser endeavoured to carry out upon
the Labrador the same plan of a free fishery which
was in force in Newfoundland. By a "free fishery-
was meant that no vested rights were allowed in any
portion of the coast, or in any stages, flakes, etc., the
design being to prevent permanent settlements, and
to preserve the fishery for vessels coming out from
l:.ngland every season.

i»l
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Reeves, in his History of Newfoundland, rather

quaintly says :

—

" But their claims to a free fishery seem to be these

:

namely, to be free of all inspection from Government

;

no justice, no courts, no custom house."

On the Labrador coast, however, there were certain

settlers, thirteen in number, who claimed property in

fishing posts and settlements under grants from the

French Governors of Quebec. These people resisted

Palliser's ordinances, and took an action against him
which was heard in Westminster Hall. The Board
of Trade, in a memorial, June 24th, 1772, recommended
to His Majesty that Labrador should be re-annexed

to the Government of Quebec. They gave the follow-

ing reasons : First, that the fishery on the Labrador

was principally a seal fishery, which was sedentary,

and consequently the rules for a " free fishery " which
had been framed more especially for the cod and whale
fisheries were not suitable there ; and second, that a
large part of the coast was held under grants from

the French Governors, which His Majesty by treaty

was bound to respect.

Under the encouragement of Palliser's fishery regu-

lations on the Labrador, a considerable number of

merchant adventurers, as they styled themselves, had
come regularly from Britain, and in a memorial to

Palliser in 1767, they thanked him for his protection,

and declared themselves determined "to pursue the

ship fishery with spirit on that coast," and it was pro-

bably owing to opposition from this direction that the

recommendation of the Board of Trade was not acted

upon until 1774.

In that year the famous "Quebec Act" was passed.
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By > a,; r.ich territorUs, islands, and countries, which
h. •;-; since t!.c ro'h February, 1763, been made part of
tK- Governmen: of Newfoundland," were annexed to
th'- piovincc of Quebec.

it \vul h<. r^iserved that the "Coast of Labrador"
mentioned m the proclamation of 1763, had in this
Act, 1774, become "territories, islands, and countries"
which alone is proof that no mere strip of coast was
intended in the first instance. The debates which took
place m the House of Commons on the " Quebec Act

"

are ofgreat historical interest. There were no authorized
reports of debates at that time, and severe punishment
was visited upon any persons who ventured to make
public anything more than the barest outline of what
transpired there. But it happened that among themembers of the House of Commons at that time was
an expert shorthand writer. Sir Henry Cavendish
member for Lostwithiel, who, solely for his own use'
took very full notes of the proceedings of the House
from 1768 to 1774.

x.-Y^" r"^^''
^""^' "'^'* shorthand notes remained

hidden for many years, but were finally discovered
among the Egerton manuscripts in the British MuseumThey were easily deciphered, and were printed in book
form m 1839.

Among those who took particular interest in the
paragraph dealing with Labrador, were Captain Phipps
and Admiral Sir Charles Saunders of the Royal Navy
Mr. George Prescott of the Board of Trade, Lord North
the Solicitor-General, and Edmund Burke.
The point principally debated was whether the seal

fishery carried on by the residents of the shore was
interfered with by the cod fishermen who came out
every spring from England. Very hazy ideas were



438 LABRADOR
entertained on the subject, but it was made out that
the seal fishery required a great deal of nicety and
care, and that the seals were very easily frightened off.

But, as we have seen, the real trouble was that the
terms of Palliser's Act could not be made to harmonize
with the seigniorial rights granted on the coast.

A great deal was said, particularly by Captain Phipps
and Sir Charles Saunders, on the importance of the
cod fishery as a nursery for British seamen. The
remarks of the latter were particularly strong. "Sir,"
said he, "the fishery is worth more to you than all

the possessions you have put together. Without the
fishery your possessions are not safe ; nor are you safe

in your own country. Instead of doing anything to hurt
your fishery new methods should be taken to rear more
seamen."

No faith was placed in the loyalty of the new colony
of Quebec, and it was thought that the cod fishery on
the Labrador coast as carried on from England would
be seriously jeopardized if placed under their control.

Sir Charles Saunders pointed out that it would be
impossible to go to Quebec to have disputes settled, as
"the loss of time and expense would ruin any fishery,

whereas the Governor of Newfoundland could settle

them in half an hour,"—a statement which passed
without contradiction.

Edmund Burke, who had fought other clauses of the
Act on behalf of the colonists of New York as against
the Canadians, on the respective boundaries of the two
colonies, objected to the introduction of the fishery

questions, which he thought should be dealt with in a
separate Bill, when the requirements of the sedentary
and transitory fisheries would be legitimate objects of
enquiry.
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The Solicitor-General, who followed, made use of
these words :

—

" It is extremely difficult upon such a point as this
to contend against the authority of the honourable
gentleman, (Sir Charles Saunders, Admiral in command
of the fleet at the taking of Quebec,) to whom it may
perhaps be very truly said, that this country owes
all the fisheries it has upon the coast of Newfoundland."

He suggested a clause which was intended to
preserve to the Government of Newfoundland the
supervision of the cod fishery on the coast of Labrador
but It was not put to the House, and the original clause
was carried by 89 votes to 48.

In the House of Lords the bill met with the
opposition of the great Earl of Chatham, who, though
extremely ill, came to the House of Lords to speak
against it. He prophesied "that it would shake the
affections and confidence of His Majesty's subjects in
England and Ireland, and finally lose him the hearts of
all Americans."

The King, in giving consent to the bill, observed that
" it was founded on the clearest principles of justice and
humanity, and would, he doubted not, have the best
effect in quieting the mind and promoting the happi-
ness of our Canadian subjects."

It was said of this Act that "it not only oflfended
the inhabitants of the province itself in a degree that
could hardly be conceived, but had alarmed all the
English provinces in America, and contributed more
perhaps than any other measure to drive them into
rebellion against their Sovereign."

The clause dealing with the Labrador was of course
but a very unimportant part of the Act.

l
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Although this transfer was made, it does not appear

that the province of Quebec ever exercised any juris-

diction on the debated coast. On the contrary, the

Governors of Newfoundland, who were also the com-
manders of the fleet in those waters, continued to

do so.

The best English atlases of the period continued to

state that Labrador was a dependency of Newfound-
land.

In the course of years it was found that the Labrador

fishery was carried on almost entirely by Newfoundland

or West-country fishermen, and th?t it was very much
more convenient for the Government of that territory to

be exercised from Newfoundland than from Quebec.

Great numbers of American fishing vessels also visited

the coast every season, and a great deal of smuggling

was carried on and many lawless acts committed.

In the chapter dealing with the " Americans on the

Labrador" will be found Governor Holloway's letter,

written in 1807, describing the condition of afiairs, and

strongly recommending that Labrador be again trans-

ferred to Newfoundland. His advice was taken, and in

1809 an Act was passed, entitled "An Act for Establish-

ing Courts of Judicature, etc.", which recited the pro-

clamation of 1763, and the Quebec Act of 1774, and

declared that " such parts of the said coasts of Labrador

from the River St. John to ' Hudson's Straits
'

" (not

entrance to) and the islands on said coast, including

Anticosti and excepting the Magdalen Islands, as were

annexed to Canada in 1774, should be re-annexed to

the Government of Newfoundland.

This state of afiairs continued until 1825, when
another change was made. It was found necessary to

extinguish all feudal and seigniorial rights in Lower
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Canada, and to convert the same into the tenure of
free and common soccage. An Act was therefore
introduced into the Imperial Parliament to accomplish
this (6 Geo. IV, cap. 59). But in addition to the
seigniorial rights in Canada, there were also the seign-
iorial rights on Labrador. After the passing of the
Judicature Act, 1809, Governor Holloway wrote to the
Governor of Lower Canada, Sir J. H. Craig, asking
him "to assure the possessors of those grants that
they will not be interrupted in the quiet enjoyment
of them." Now it was decided to convert all seign-

iorial grants as above described, and apparently it

was considered necessary to transfer that portion of
the Labrador where these grants existed to Lower
Canada, in order that they might be included in the
conversion decided upon. The Chamber of Commerce,
St John's, protested loudly against any partition of
Labrador, but in spite of their protests (see Appendix),
this Act declared that " so much of the said coast as
lies to the westward of a line to be drawn due north
and south from the bay or harbour of Anse Sablon
inclusive, as far as the 52nd degree of north latitude
with the island of Anticosti, are re-annexed to the
province of Lower Canada."

This means that a section of the coast from Bla-c
Sablon to the 52nd parallel, and along that parallel to
the River St. John, was taken from Newfoundland and
given to Lower Canada, being practically the basin of
all rivers falling into the Gulf of St. Lawrence. That
such was clearly understood by the province of Lower
Canada at that time is proven by the accompanying
" Figurative Plan," drawn by Wm. Sax, Provincial Land
Surveyor, and submitted to the House of Assembly
of Lower Canada in 1829.
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The peninsula of Labrador was thus divided roughly

as follows :

—

The basin of the rivers falling into Hudson's Bay
and Hudson's Straits belong to the Hudson Bay
Company ; the basin of rivers falling into the Gulf

of St Lawrence to the province of Lower Canada ; and
the remainder of the peninsula, the basin of rivers fall-

ing into the Atlantic, to the colony of Newfoundland.

In 1871 the rights of the Hudson Bay Company
were purchased by Canada.

Now it was very evident that if the country to the

south of the 52nd parallel was taken from Newfound-
land and given to Canada, the country to the north of

that line must still remain vested with Newfoundland.

And it is this very tract of country which is now claimed

by the province of Quebec.

A letter will be found in the Appendix to this chapter,

from Captain Wm. Martin, written in 1821, from which it

will be seen that he was sent by Sir Charles Hamilton,

the Governor of Newfoundland, to the head waters of

Hamilton Inlet ; that he ascended the river for ninety

miles, and reported upon the condition of the Indians

and settlers there ; thus indicating Sir Charles Hamil-

ton's view of the scope of his jurisdiction.

In 1826 the Labrador Court was instituted, and was
continued until 1834. Regular visits were made to

Rigolet and to some other point on Hamilton Inlet,

probably North-West River, every year.

A case that was settled by this Court in 1828, has a

very important bearing on the boundary question. A
dispute had arisen as to the right to the salmon fishery

in the Kinnamish River, falling into Hamilton Inlet on

the south side, about opposite to North-West River.

The Court visited the river and duly adjudicated upon
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caw, thus clearly establishing Newfoundland's

jurisdiction over the very territory now claimed by
Quebec.

This " peripatetir " Court was discontinued because
of the heavy cost and lack of business. The SheriiT of
liiis Court also collected duties.

In 1840 Mr. Elias Rendell was sent to collect duties
upon the Labrador, and went a considerable distance
into Hamilton's Inlet.

In 1856, it was proposed to institute again the I.abra-
dor Court and the collection of revenue, but the cost
was considered to be too great.

In the minutes of evidence taken before the Select
Committee of the House of Commons on the Hudson
Bay Company, in 1857, we find the following important
evidence. A letter had been put in, stating that in the
neighbourhood of Fort Nascopie, " the Nascopie Indians
had been dying from starvation in great numbers;
whole camps of them were found dead, without one
survivor to tell the tale of their sufferings ; others sus-
tained life in a way the most revolting, by using as food
the dead bodies of their companions ; some even bled
their own children to death and sustained life with
then bodies." One reason offered for this terrible con-
dition of affairs was that the Hudson Bay Company's
factor had not supplied them with enough ammunition.
Sir Geo. Simpson, the Governor of the Hudson Bay
Company's territories, was giving evidence, and was
closely questioned as to this circumstance. The
following is the minute of evidence :—

Q. " In your thirty-seven years' experience in that
territory you have never heard of any transactions like
that, or deaths like that?" A. "Never, except in Mr.
Kennedy's letter I

"

111
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Q. " Not in your own experience ? " A. " Certainly
not."

Q. "In what part of the country is that ? " A." Upon
the Labrador coast."

Q. " Then you do not believe in that statement ?

"

A. " I do not"

Q. "Where is Fort Nascopie?" A. "It is on the
Labrador coast,"

Q. That is in Canada, is it not ? " ^. " It is in (be-
longs to) Newfoundland."

Q. " So that the northern peninsula does not belong to
the Hudson Bay Company?" A. " The whole does not."

Q. "But is that Fort which Mr. Roebuck is ques-
tioning you about in Labrador, or is it in Rupert's
Land ? " A. " It is in Labrador."

Further on, th^ following question was asked :

—

Q. " Is there any arrangement with the Government
of Labrador, by which you use the territory for your
purposes?" A. " It is open for anybody."

Q. "In truth, is it practically unoccupied?"
A. "Yes."

Fort Nascopie was situated right at the head waters
of Hamilton River, about 54" north and 65° west, and
400 miles from the coast.

This enquiry was held at the instigation of Canada,
which wished to limit the powers and jurisdiction of
the Hudson Bay Company. Every point of the
evidence was jealously investigated by Chief Justice
Draper, in Canada's behalf. That this statement of
Sir Geo. Simpson passed unquestioned by him, and
was accepted by the Committee of the House of Com-
mons, will, I think, be regarded as conclusive evidence
as to the acknowledged jurisdiction of Newfoundland in

Labrador at that time. It will be noticed that Sir
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Geo. Simpson said that Fort Nascopie was on the
Labrador coasl—400 milts inland!
The Revenue Act for 1863 made regulations for the

collection of duties at Labrador, and a special Act was
passed at the same time, providing for the collection of
such duties, and also again instituting a Court of Civil
and Criminal Jurisdiction of the Coast. The Act was
immediately enforced. A notable instance occurred in
1864, when Mr. D. A. Smith, (now Lord Strathcona)
agent for the Hudson Bay Company at North-West
River, about one hundred and forty miles from the
mouth of Hamilton Inlet, paid the full amount of
the duties required, saying that it was not the intention
of the company to present any opposition to the
payment of duties, the Act permitting the levying of
duties having received the Royal Assent.

In 1873-4 small-pox was very prevalent in Canada
and the Hudson Bay Company feared it would be intro-
duced among the Mountaineer Indians in Labrador
They therefore requested the Newfoundland Govern-
ment to send a physician to vaccinate them. Dr Crowdy
was accordingly sent in 187410 North-West River where
he vaccinated over three hundred Indians, all inhabitants
of the interior.

These instances are quite sufficient to prove that
Newfoundland has always exercised jurisdiction over
the disputed inland territory.

The Commission of Sir Thomas Greaves in 1763 the
proclamation of Sir Hugh Palliser in 1767, and 'the
Quebec Act 1774, are all proof that the coast carried
with It the territory at the back of the same. It has
also been pointed out that in the very first delimitation
by the proclamation of 1763, the boundary of the
provmce of Quebec "on the Labrador coast." is the
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htad of the St John River, which is about one hundred
miles inland, and according to maps of that period was
then considered to be much farther.

The use of the term *' river basin " in this account of
the changes which have been made in the exercise of
Government over the Labrador, while it has not been
used in any official papers, seems particularly applicable.

Having begun by giving certain seas, rivers, etc., and
the adjoining countries to the Hudson Bay Company,
the same idea seems to have influenced the division

made in 1763, 1774, 1809, and 1825. The territory

bounded on the north by the 52' parallel between
Blanc Sablon and the River St. John, is approximately
the country drained "ay all rivers falling into the Gulf
of St. Lawrence.

The boundary, line between Newfoundland and
Canadian territories on the Labrador seems therefore

to be roughly as follows :

—

Starting from the most northern of the Button
Islands at the entrance to Hudson's Strait, about 60° 50"

N., 6o° 40" W., it runs almost due south until it reaches

the 5<5° parallel of north latitude, then westerly to

about 67° W., then in a south-easterly direction along
the head waters of the Attikonak River to the 52°

parallel, then due east along that parallel until it reaches

a line to be drawn north and south of Blanc Sablon,

then south to Blanc Sablon.

That Newfoundland is the proper country to have
jurisdiction over Labrador, seems hardly to need
arguing.

The fisheries must ever be the chief consideration in

that barren land, and it is Newfoundland that will con-
tinue to send forth the army of fishermen to populate

the coasts for the short summer season. It is at the
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fishing . tablishments on the coasts that permanent

inhabitants will be found, and from these fishing

establishments, as a nucleus, will branch out any

further development of the country which may be

possible. The lumber companies on Hamilton Inlet

probably have a prosperous future before them for

many years, but lumbering cannot become an im-

portant indusfy on the Labrador. No minerals of

commercial value have yet been found on Labrador.

Presuming that they are found, and large mines

developed, presuming that the lumber industry is

maintained or even increased, presuming that the

wealth of furs continues to be drawn from the interior

of Labrador, it is to the Atlantic coast that all must

be brought for shipment, and it is from the Atlantic

coast that all supplies must be taken. The lord of

the sea-board must be the lord of the hinterland

properly pertaining to it. A divided authority would

occasion numberless disputes and produce a very un-

comfortable condition of affairs.

By force of law, custom, and logic, Newfoundland

claims Labrador from Blanc Sablon to the northern-

most of the Button Islands, and all the country drained

by rivers falling into the sea on that part of the coast.

^arfi



APPENDICES TO CHAPTER XVII

"His Majesty's Brig 'Clinker,'

"IvERTOKE Inlet, iM July, i8ii.
"Sir,

" I arrived in the entrance of this Inlet the 12th instant,

having but light and variable winds from our leaving St. John's;

passage extremely difScult from the quantity of ice on the

coast ; had we not run inside the islands from Spotted Island

to Ivertolce, we could not have proceeded, as we skirted along
thirty miles of field ice, and I found, after anchoring at Grady
Harbour, one of the islands at the entrance of the Inlet

farther to the northward, navigation yet unopened. From the

13th to 23rd I have been employed in ascertaining the extent

and source of this Inlet. I run up in the brig 140 miles from

N.N.W. to W. & S., distance across from three to twenty

miles in widest part ; thence I proceed in a shallop (which a

Canadian merchant kindly offered to accompany us) with

canoes to the source, where we arrived at a grand waterfall or

rapids, one backing the other ninety feet high. I have had
communications with the Red Indians. At first they hid

themselves from us. After a Uttle coaxing, and, as far as we
were able, gave them to understand we came to assist them,

they became in a short time familiar. Next day I prevailed

on them to come on board ; seven canoes of them visited us.

I regaled them with plenty of beef, pudding, and grog. Three
accompanied us up the river fifty miles from the brig. The
Canadians have extensive establishments in the salmon fishery,

but their principal gain is the fur trade with the Red Indians.

The fishing (cod) establishments up the river for forty miles

448
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are numerous, principally Americans for the season I amnow at anchor in a place called the Narrows. I expect to be
enabled to proceed for Port Manvers about the ist August
This goes by sluUop to Sandwich Bay for the first conveyance.

I have the honour to be, sir,

" Your most obedient, humble servant,

"(Signed) Wm. Martin.
"To Sir Charles Hakilton, B.rt.,

"Conimtnder-m-Chirf, etc."

COURT OF LABRADOR.

I. The Court of civil and criminal jurisdiction at Labrador
sha be a Court of record called the Court of Labrador, and
shall be presided over by one Judge, appointed or to be
appointed by the Governor in Council ; and shall, over all
such parts of Ubrador as he wi'hin the Government of
Newfoundland, have jurisdiction, power and authority, to hear
and finally determine all criminal prosecutions for assaults
and batteries, and for larcenies without force to the person
committed within the limits aforesaid, and all actions and
suits of a civU nature, wherein the debt damage or thing
demanded shall not exceed in amount or value five hundred
dollars.

a. The proceedings of the said Court shall be summary • a
record of such proceedings shall be kept and signed by the
Judge thereof; and the forms of process and other proceedingsm civ.1 cases shall be as set out in the schedule to this chapter
annexed, and m criminal matters shall be those used insummary proceedings of a like character by Justices of the
Peace in this island.

3- The salao' of the Judge of such Court shall not exceed
eleven hundred and fifty-four doUars; and there shall be such
officers of the said Court as the Governor in Council shall
appoint

;
and ihe salaries of such officers shall be fixed by the

Legislature. '
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4. Any person against whom any judgment or order of the
said Court may be given in any matter over two hundred
dollars, or where the matter in dispute shall relate to the title

of any lands or fishery, or where the right in future may
abound, may within two days of such judgment or order
appeal therefrom to the Supreme Court, giving one day's

notice to the opposite party of such intended appeal; and
upon such appellant, within seven days, giving security to the
satisfaction of the Judge, for the speedy prosecution of such
appeal for the performance of the judgment of the Court of
Labrador, should the same be affirmed or the appeal dismissed,

and in such last mentioned cases also for the payment of the
costs of such appeal, execution shall be stayed upon the

judgment of the Court below : Provided that such Judge may,
upon reasonable grounds, extend the time for such appeal, and
when he shall think it necessary, reserve any question of law
arising in any case before him for the consideration of the
Supreme Court, suspending his judgment in the meanwhile
until such question shall have been determined.

5. When an appeal shall have been allowed in manner
aforesaid, a copy of all proceedings in the Court below,
authenticated under the hand and seal of the Judge thereof

and of any other officer, if any such, who may be appointed
for that purpose, shall be transmitted by such Judge to the

Registrar of the Supreme Court at St. John's ; and after ad-

judication the Supreme Court shall carry such adjudication

into effect by its own process, or direct that the same be
carried into effect by the Court below.

6. The Judge of the said Court shall be, ex officio, a Justice

of the Peace for the Island of Newfc idland and its depend-
encies, with the like power and authority as any Stipendiary

Magistrp'e or Justice of Peace lawfully appointed in New-
foundland.

7. Criminal offenders sentenced by the said Court to im-

prisonment, and debtors arrested under final process may be
confired in any place of security within the limits aforesaid
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the said Judge may direct, or may be conveyed to any gaol
in Newfoundland, there to remain until removed or dischargedm due course of law.

8. The provisions of the law of attachment in this Colony
as defined by the practice and node of procedure in the
Supreme Court, shall be applied to and used in the said Court
of Labrador, so far as may be applicable : Provided that an
attachment may issue for any araoun' exceeding ten dollars.

To the Right Honorable Eari Bathuist, KG His
Majesty-s Principal Secretary of Slatefor the Colonial
Department, etc.

THE MEMORIAL OF THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, SAINT JOHN'S, NEWFOUNDLAND
Humbly Shewisth

That Your Lordship's MemoriaUsts having observed by
the public Newspapers that leave has been gra.ited to bring a
Bill mto Parlmment to annex part of the Coast of Labrador
to the Government of Canada, and not knowing how much
of the said Coast it may be intended to comprehend in such
Bill, beg leave to state to Your Lordship the very great im-
portance of these Fisheries of continuing under the Govern
ment of Newfoundland all such parts of that Coast as are
resorted to from thence.

That between Sixty and Seventy Vessels are annually fitted
out for the Port of Saint John' alone, and nearly two hun-
dred from Conception Bay, employing together nearly Five
thousand men in the Labrador Fishery, besides which others
proceed thither from other parts of the Island, and that of
Ute years the Bank Fishery having been less productive than
formerly the Vessels employed therein are for the most part
sent to the Labrador in the summer season.

That since the cession to France of the North part of this
Island (usually denominated the French Shore) nearly all the
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Vessels employed in the Seal Fishery are afterwards sent to

the Labrador, and that the Seal Fishery has lately assumed a

degree of importance which entitles it to the highest con-

sideration, having this Spring yielded employment to Five

Thousand men at a Season which the Climate would afford

them no other means of Support.

That the Fishery at Labrador commences at a later period

of the Season than on the shores of this Island now occupied

by the British, and alTords time for the Seal Fishery to be

fully compleated, as that to the French Shore formerly did, and

that the Labrador and Seal Fisheries are thereby well adapted

to each other; and that moreover the vessels that are

necessary for the Seal Fishery would now be absolutely use-

less m any other branch of the Cod Fisher) than that to

Labrador, and so remain unemployed except during the con-

tinuance of the Seal Fishery, which is but two months in the

Year, and for the single use of which their Owners could not

afford to keep them. Whence it will appear to Your Lordship

that every impediment to the Labrador Fishery hath a direct

tendency to reduce the Seal Fishery.

That the whole business of supplying these Fisheries is

involved in a course of settlement to be maJe in the Fall of

the Year, the supplies being advanced in the Spring by the

Merchants to the Fishermen on credit, and for the most part

entirely on the faith of the voyage ; that it would therefore be

absolutely impossible to continue this Fishery in any place

beyond the reach of our Supreme Court of Judicature ; which

has moreover by a long course of decisions become the

depositary of all its customs and usages ; and that the several

laws made for the protection of the Fisheries, being engrafied

on those customs and usages, are, and only can be, applied or

properly understood within the Government of Newfoundland.

That the annexation to Canada of any part of the Coast of

Labrador usually resorted to from hence would oppose such

difficulties to the Settlement of Accounts as necessarily to

lessen the confidence and ultimately destroy the credit upon
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which the Fisheries are carried on and without which they

could not subsist, and that this evil could not be remedied,
even by the establishment of Courts of Judicature on that

Coast, because the greater number of causes should originate

in the Courts here where the transactions have taken place

and because the Appeal from Labrador Courts, it is appre-

hended, would after such annexation lie to Quebec, whither it

would be equally impossible for Plaintiff or Defendant to

repair.

That every event of a Criminal Prosecution would also be
attended not only with great inconvenience but with absolute

ruin to many individuals should they be carried from their

Fisheries on the Labrador to Quebec for the purpose of
giving evidence on such prosecutions; whereas they always
return here in the regular course of their business at that

Season of the Year in which it is usual for our Supreme
Court to hold its sittings of Oyer and Terminer.
Your Lordship's Memorialists therefore humbly pray that

the Coast of Labrador may Se continued under the Govern-
ment of Newfoundland as settled by the Act 49 Geo. 3.

cap. 37,

And your Memorialists will ever pray.

JAMES CROSS,
President of the Chamber of Commerce

of St, fehu's, JVew/otmJiand,

St. John's, Newfoundland,
May aoTH, 1825.



CHAPTER XVIII

DR. WILFRED CRENFELL, C.M.G.

THE last chapter in this book is naturally devoted

to Dr. Grenfell and his great philanthropic work

among the fishermen and settlers of Labrador.

In 1 89 1 Sir Francis Hopwood, Secretary of the

Board of Trade, (now Under Secretary of State for

the Colonies), visited St. John's on business connected

with his office.' While staying at Government House,

the late Sir Terence O'Brien, then Governor of the

Colony, drew his attention to the great fleet of fishing

vessels and the enormous transient population visiting

the coast of Labrador every summer. Sir Francis was

a Director of the Mission to Deep Sea Fishermen,

which had been carrying on, and still continues, such

a noble work among the fishermen in the North Sea.

The probability that the fishing population of Labrador

were equally in need of the services of the Mission was

at once apparent to him ; and when he returned to

England he brought the matter to the notice of that

Society, with the result that in the following year

Dr. Grenfell, in the Mission ship Albert, was sent out

to investigate this new field of labour.

The Albert arrived in St. John's on July gth, 1892,

the day after the great fire which destroyed two-thirds

of the city, and left 15,000 people homeless.

Proceeding shortly on his destined voyage, Dr.
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Grenrell found the population, both resident and tran-
sient, of the long, dreary Labrador coast, in greater
need of help than the homeless thousands of St John's.
But their condition was not the result of any sudden
catastrophe. Long years of isolation, privation,
ignorance, and neglect had reduced the residents of
the country to the depths of poverty and misery, and
the floating population was in but little better case.

The origin of the "liveyeres," as the residents are
called, has been already given. These poor people
become extraordinarily attached to their homes, un-
attractive as they may appear to inhabitants of more
favoured portions of the globe. It has often been
suggested that the best method of settling their
problem would be to take them all off the coast
and place them where they could earn a livelihood,
and be in touch with civilization. But it is not at
all easy to induce them to leave. Dr. Grenfell has
known many instances of families who, as a result
of a lucky fishery or a good year's trapping, have
been able to leave for Canada or the United States,
but after a year or two's experience have returned
to their former homes. After a life spent in the
freedom of Labrador's rugged wastes, the crowded
abodes of civilization were unendurable.
While ;Dme families contrive to maintain them-

selves in a rough plenty, the greater number are
always .n the depths of poverty. The margin be-
tween these two conditions is slight and easily broken
down. An accident or illness, a bad fishery, or an
unsuccessful furring season, plunges an independent
family into di. st poverty, from which they cannot
extricate themselves unaided. Only last summer
Dr. Grenfell found a family living on an island in
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Hamilton Inlet in an absolutely destitute condition.

The mother was of Scotch descent, the father a half-

breed Eskimo, and there were five or six children.

They were half clad and had no provisions ; they

had neither gun, nor axe, nor fishing gear; yet the

children seemed to be in fairly good condition. " What
do you have to eat?" asked Grenfell of one of the

children, and received the unexpected and laconic

reply, " Berries, zur." It is in such cases as this that

Grenfell acts the part of Providence. Several of the

children were taken to the head-quarters of the

Mission at St Anthony, and the family helped to

make another start in life. Without his assistance they

would certainly have starved. This case may almost

be said to be typical. Time and again some late-

returning fishing schooner has reported that the people

of such and such a settlement were without food for

the winter, and the Government of Newfoundland has

had to despatch a steamer with the necessary supplies.

Cases of starvation have been recorded, and indeed

deaths from chronic privation must have been common
enough.

These settlers are so few in number and live so far

apart, that they can afford each other but little mutual

support. It is, however, a beautiful trait in their

characters that they are always ready to share their

scanty supplies with anyone who is worse off.

The medical needs of this population were formerly

supplied by a doctor who travelled up and down the

coast on the mail steamer, making fortnightly trips

during the summer months. This was naturally very

inefTectual, and if people got seriously ill they just

died.

When accidents occurred, there was no one to bind
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the wound or set the limb. Terrible stories are told

of the sufTerings endured. As an instance, some years

ago a little girl crawled out of a hut on a bitterly cold

day, and was found by her father with both feet terribly

frozen. Mortification set in, and the father saw that

the child must die unless her feet were cut off. Laying
the poor little creature down, he put her feet across a

block of wood and chopped them off with his axe.

Grenfell found her still alive when he went down in the

spring, and succeeded in restoring her to health. She
was afterwards adopted by a charitable lady in the

United States, and is now a strong and useful member
of society.

Some .'ears ago the only practising surgeon on the

Labrador was an Eskimo woman living at Hopcdale.

She enjoyed quite a reputation, and upon one occasion

is said to have amputated the foot of a Newfoundland
fisherman with expedition and success. It is a far cry

from this old lady to the present well-equipped hospitals,

skilful surgeons, and well-trained nurses, established by
Dr. Grenfell.

The transient population of Labrador is of two
kinds, the " stationers," and the " floaters." The former

go year after year to some one harbour where they have

fishing stations, with houses of a sort, flakes for drying

fish, and store-rooms. Here they fish all the summer,
taking what fortune may come to them, drying their

fish and shipping it direct to a market in southern

Europe. Among these " stationers " there is some sort

of family life, as whole families transport themselves

thither for the summer, and generally pass a pleasant

if rough and laborious season.

The "floaters" comprise a fleet of, perhaps, 1000

schooners, from thirty to eighty tons, which have no
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fixed fishing station, but seek their spoil anywhere from

the Straits of Belle Isle to Hudson's Strait. These

vessels for the most part carry their cargoes back to

Newfoundland in a " green " or uncured state. There

the fish is washed out and dried, and becomes known

to commerce as " shore-cured Labrador " fish. The fish

shipped from the coast is called " soft-cured Labrador."

Formerly the cod were taken by hook and line, but

about thirty-five years ago the fish trap was invented

by the late Mr. W. H. Whiteley, whose sons still carry

on a large business at Bonne Esperance on the Canadian

Labrador. The cod trap is a huge box of nets which

is lowered into the water and securelymoored. " Leaders
"

stretch out in several directions to conduct the school-

ing fish into the trap, from which they cannot find their

way out By its means large catches are often made
in a very short time, but often, also, it is drawn blank.

It is a lazy method of fishing. The fishermen sit upon

the rocks and wait for the fish to run into the trap,

which may or may not happen, while generally a catch

would be ensured if the old hook and line method of

fishing were tried, or better still, trawl-fishing on the off-

shore grounds.

There is no one especially deputed to look after the in-

terests of these poor people. Labrador is not represented

in Parliament. There are but few clergymen and school

teachers, and no magistrates nor police on the coast.

They were an inarticulate people when Dr. Grenfell

came to their rescue.

Wilfred Thomasin Grenfell was born at Mostyn House

School, near Chester, on February 25th, 1865, of which

school his father was, and his brother now is, the pro-

prietor and head master. When he became old enough

for a public school he was sent to Marlborough, where



DR. ('.REM I I

AN .\>[KR1L.\\

K HKTWKEN
RAIiauNA"





DR. WILFRED GRENFELL. C.M.G. ,„ne remained three vears h. h,
London Univrrluv^d i«^M^

matriculated at the

the London H™pL, ^" ""^ ''""^ "^ ""^-'"^ -t

S.>AnI;:^ctS:rer*".^" -'g«'n-in.hief. and

hada^eafo'SXraS^^^^
the medical science of ihat day

"""
'

'"

enVUT*""" ''"f
d^hip then formed between Sir Fr^H

left affer two termsTrr^)!^''""
''''= <=°"genial, he

waters of the No"th Se^^ T." "^^ ''"^ a-,d troubled

Deep Sea Mifstof
^'" as a Medical Missionary of the

d^.nt.hTherraoSf'' '" ^'^'' ''-•«'--

whS'L'^ouwtve w "°*i'='«^
°f '"' '^ without

Labrador wor" ^^ '"""' """'"' '° ""'^ "P the

certifirate ^nd hn.
*"' ""'' '° '^l'' * ""aster's

nauillrs^te^errt^rma?*' ""f
^^''"''^ °^

accurate surveying " ""*'"« °' "^^arts and

protraitoX;; aTHiri:^ f.^'''^:'
'°

-•'

with all n,,*
."™"=°g=. and has kept himse f au fait

mlin /'hisVrC' 'T^'^--?.'
'" '"''''y -^

him an enormousTracHce and a /'? "°"" ''"^"'=

relKn'^'ftTSe^t^T'^^'^ °^ ^-^^^^^^

"»*• ludnew sense of religious responsi-

I



':!;'

46o LABRADOR

bility. The effect upon himself he thus describes;

—

" As I left I came to the conclusion that my religious

life was a humbug. I vowed in future that I would

either give it up or make it real" That vow has been

well kept. His life has been devoted to practical

Christianity. Dr. Henry Van Dyke, speaking of him,

says :
" I regard the work that Dr. Grenfell is doing

in Labrador as one of the most simple, direct, and vital

applications of the Gospel of Christ to human needs that

modern times have seen."

Without cant, without bigotry, without animosity

—although sorely tried by suspicions and accusations

—

he has endeavoured to do everything to the glory of

God. He is firmly convinced thai the Saviour is ever

present in a real, almost tangible sense, and that the

holy presence has been made manifest to him on many
occasions. He is almost Oriental in his fatalism, and

yet his is the faith that can remove mountains. This

seeming paradox is easilyunderstood when it is explained

that his fatalism is for himself, his faith for his work. He
believes that he has a work to perform, and that he will

be perm-tted to continue it so long as he is useful and

necessary, therefore it does not matter what risks he runs

nor what chances he takes. The extraordinary accident

which happ>^ ned to him about a year ago, and his more

miraculous escape, have doubtless confirmed him in this

belief. Travelling with his dog team across a frozen bay

he suddenly found himself in "sish" ice—that is, ice which

had been ground up by the action of the sea but had not

melted nor yet solidified. It was like a quick-sand ; he

could not swim in it, and it would not bear his weight

After great efforts he managed to get one of his dogs

on to a pan of ice, and hauling himself along by the

dog's trace he also succeeded in getting upon it. It
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was barely large enough to hold him and his dogs, and
was so fragile that it was in danger of going to pieces at

any minute. He now discovered that all the ice was
moving out of the bay, and soon he and his dogs were

at sea. To prevent himself being frozen to death he

was obliged to kill three of his beloved dogs, and to wrap
himself in their skins. Huddled close to the others he

managed to survive the bitter cold night. Lashing the

leg bones of the dogs together he made a staff upon
which he tied his shirt, and standing up at intervals he

waved this flag, probably the most curious ever con-

structed. Fortunately he had not long to endure this

terrible exposure and privation. It chanced that several

men had gone from their winter houses out to the sea

coast on the afternoon of the accident,—an unusual

occurrence with them,—and as they were turning to go
home one of them spied something peculiar on the ice,

too far away to be made out. After debating about it,

they concluded that it was a matter which must be
investigated. But they had no boat, and it was too late

to do anything that evening. They accordingly travelled

to the next settlement to the southward, knowing that

the ice would drift with the current in that direction. In

the morning they sighted the strange object several

miles to sea, and rowing off were enabled, by God's

mercy, to rescue their beloved Dr. Grenfell.

When they got him in their boat, these grown men,
hardened by the many tragic circumstances incident to

their lives, broke down and wept like little children.

After this experience one cannot be surprised if

Grenfell is confirmed in his fatalism.

But, for his work, nothing is impossible. The future

can be swayed at will.

His latest undertaking has been to assume the man-

III
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agement of the Seamen's Home in St. John's. To
extend it, and make it attractive and comfortable,
about seventy-five thousand dollars were required.
" How can you possibly get it ? " I asked in December
last, thinking it impossible that the sum could be
raised. " I shall get it," he replied. " I don't know how,
but it is wanted, and it will be forthcoming." Within
four months he wrote me that the full amount had
been obtained as the result of an extended lecture
tour through Canada and the United States.

Thus it has been with his work from the beginning.
So soon as the need was apparent, hospitals, ships,
launches, doctors, nurses, teachers, assistants of every
kind have been forthcoming.

He is himself a member of the Churrh of England,
but all shades of be^ef are alike to him. What a man
thinks is nothing ; what he does is the only thing of
importance. Consequently, in his band of helpers are
to be found representatives from diverse churches, all

united by the watchword " service."

He told me once that his favourite passage in the
Bible was the following beautiful verse from Micah,
chapter VI :—

Wherewith shall I come before the Loid
And bow myself before the high God ?

Shall I come before Him with burnt ofierinffs,
With calves of a year old?
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams
Or with ten thousand rivers of oil ?

Shall I give my firstborn
For my transgression.
The fruit of my body
For the sin of my soul ?

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good,
And what doth the Lord require of thee
But to do justly and to love mercy
And to walk humbly with thy God

;
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And as I consider it, I am impressed with the belief
that Grenfell has made it the precept upon which he
has modelled his life.

His work has been truly apostolic,—to heal the sick,

to clothe the naked, to feed the hungry, to teach the
ignorant, to protect the fatherless. What a privilege

!

In case that any one should picture him as one of
the canting, sad type of Christian, let me add that he
is one of the most cheery souls in the world, loving a
joke, devoted to outdoor games, (he won his Blue at
Oxford), and is an ardent spo 'tsman.

He has been pitied for the hardships he undergoes,
and eulogized for his self-denial, but I doubt if he
would change his lot for that of any man alive. He
loves his work,—it is the breath of his nostrils, the
passion of his life. From this proceeds one of his
few weaknesses. He is so absorbed in his own work
that he is somewhat unsympathetic towards other aims
and aspirations, and shows it with the charming in-
souciance of a child. But it is an amiable weakness,
after all.

Having now reviewed the labourer, and the work in
this " land of the labourer," let me record what has
resulted.

When Grenfell returned from his first voyage to
Labrador, a meeting of the prominent men of St.
John's was called to hear his report All were greatly
impressed, and resolutions were at once passed en-
dorsing his work and undertaking to support it. After
some correspondence, it was decided to build two
hospitals in Labrador,—one at Battle Harbour, and the
other at Indian Harbour,—which Dr. Grenfell, on behalf
of the Deep Sea Mission, undertook to keep open
during the summer months.
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A house at Battle Harbour was given by Mr. W. B.

Grieve to be adapted as a hospital, and a small hospital
was soon erected at Indian Harbour.
From this humble beginning a widespread humani-

tarian scheme has been developed by Dr. Grenfell,
which is one of the most remarkable and useful to be
found in the world.

Perhaps the best way to convey an idea of this great
work is to state categorically what has been accom-
plished year by year. The basis of the following re-
cord is taken from Grenfell of Labrador, by James
Johnston, 1908:

—

1892. Dr. Grenfell paid his first visit to Newfoundland
and Labrador in the hospital ship Albert, a lugger-rigged
vessel of 90 tons. He spent three months on the
coast, holding services and treating nine hundred sick
folk.

1893. Battle Harbour Hospital opened during the
summer with a qualified doctor and nurse. The launch
Princess May purchased to assist in the work of the
Mission. Indian Harbour Hospital built

1894. Indian Harbour Hospital opened for the
summer, and Battle Harbour Hospital kept open all

winter. Friends in Canada and the States b^an to
assist the Mission.

1895. The sailing hospital ship A/^«r^ replaced by the
small steamer Sir Donald, the gift of Lord Strathcona.
1900 sick people receive treatment Dr. Roddick, a
Newfoundlander, practising in Montreal, presented the
sailing boat, Urelia vtcKinnon, to the Mission..

1896. A small co-operative store started at Red Bay
Labrador, in the Straits of Belle Isle. The Sir Donald
frozen up in the harbour ice at Battle Harbour, carried
away to sea when the ice drove out, found at sea by a

WM?<WM*MM
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sealing steamer, and brought to St John's, but had to
be sold.

1897. The steam launch /k/m Shtridan given to the
Mission by a Toronto lady. A largeMissionHallattached
to Indian Harbour Hospital, where largely-attended
services are held. Two thousand patients treated.

1898. Dr. Grenfell spent on other work of the
Mission.

1899. Largely through the munificence of Lord
Strathcina, the steel steam hospital ship Strat/uona, was
built at Dartmouth, England, and fitted with every
available modern appliance. A doctor wintered at
St. Anthony, north Newfoundland.

1900. The Stralkcona put into commission. The
settlers at St. Anthony began the erection of a hospital,
and the Mission decided to adopt the place as a third
station. It is now the head-quarters of the Mission.

1901. The Newfoundland Government granted ;f3cx)
towards the erection and equipment of St Anthony
Hospital. A small co-operative lumber mill started to
afford employment during the winter months. The
schooner Co-operator built at St Anthony. Co-operative
store opened at St Anthony.

1902. A new wing added to the Battle Harbour
Hospital with a fine convalescing room and a well
equipped operating room. Indian Harbour Hospital
also enlarged. 2774 patients treated, no being in-
patients at the Hospitals.

1903. New outbuildings added to Indian Harbour
Hospital, and a mortuary and a store built at Battle
Harbour. Co-operative stores opened at W A St
Modeste and at Flower's Cove.

1904. A doctor's house built at Battle Harbour. A
new launch purchased to replace the Julia Sheridan.

m
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An orphinige built at St. Anthony's ; also a building

in which to teach weaving, carpentering, etc.

1905. A doctor stationed at Harrington on the

Canadian Labrador. Schooners built at St. Anthony.

Two surgeons from Boston assisted the Mission work

voluntarily during the summer. Portable libraries

presented by Mr. Andrew Carnegie.

1906. Hospital built at Harrington by Canadian

supporters of the Mission, and a launch given to the

work there. New buildings erected at St. Anthony.

1907. A herd of 300 domesticated reindeer imported

from Lapland and safely landed at St. Anthony with

their Lap herders. A nursing home and sUtion built at

Forteau.

igo8. Negotiations completed for taking over the

Fishermen and Seamen's Home in St John's, a building

which had cost about t3O,O0O subscribed by the people

of St John's.

1909. The sum of $65,000 raised by Dr. Grenfell

in the States and Canada, and about »8ooo contributed

in St John's for the enlargement and equipment, work

on which is to be commenced immediately. The Hospital

and Orphanage at St Anthony doubled in size, and a

new motor yawl given by Princeton University.

The money for all these undertakings has been for the

most part contributed by generous friends in the States

and Canada, whose interest in the work has been

aroused by Grenfell's lecturing tours. The Govern-

ment of Newfoundland contributes I500 per annum

to each Hospital, and $3000 to t4000 '" addition is

given annually by friends in Newfoundland.

The above may be called the concrete results of Gren-

fell's seventeen years' work ; the spiritual, economical,

and educational results cannot be so easily appraised.
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A Hupital is the outward and visible sigfn of help
given to thousands of sick and injured people, although
they themselves may not be at hand to testify, but to
the value of Grenfell's teaching there is nothing to bear
witness.

Early and late, at all ijnca and seasons, he has en-
deavoured to inculcat.: ri.c tenets of simple practical
Christianity, and the e<an.; ;.? lit In •, set has been itself

his most valuable le'=0'.. ' '= can -esi a iired that his
teaching has not b.\ -. ^ajteci, j.llhoag'i n. evidence can
can be produced to ,1 )«• it. I o, c a'.'c ^kxl a lecture
given by him in a H\.ii-kro,>'n chi ci. 1 New York.
The building wt, orowd'.n iili a cosmopolitan gather-
ing, representing n.any d 'ier.?.n nationalities and classes,

all attracted by the fame of tl.^- Ipc' irer and his philan-
throphic enterprises. So ,hii.e» a gcjd deed in this
naughty world." Grenfell • st.ry was simply and un-
affectedly told, with humorous and pathetic anecdotes
interspersed, and although it was an old story to me, I

listened again with deep interest,—an interest unmistak-
ably shared by all present, and practically demonstrated
by the handsome collection which was taken up at the end
of the lecture. I had previously thought how generous
were the people of the United States in supporting a
Mission which had really so little claim upon them ; but
now, after seeing and hearing, I came to the conclusion
that they were getting good value for their money ; it

was a privilege to them to be allowed to help, and the
lesson they received should be as valuable to them as
the practical results to the people of Labrador. It

was " twice blessed " indeed.

It is equally hard to say what the economic results of
Grenfell's work may prove to be. It must be remem-
bered that from 1894 until last year there was a
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continual and most marked improvement in the con-
dition of all dependent upon the fisheries in New-
foundland. In some unexplainable way, Newfoundland
seemed to share in the general prosperity of the world.
The people became comparatively well-to-do, and were
able to save large sums of money, as -evidenced by the
deposits in the savings and other banks. This great
apparent access of prosperity cannot be attributed to
any of the measures instituted by Grenfell. It was
general throughout Newfoundland, and more noticeable
in other parts than in Labrador. This is not to say that
Grenfell's wort on these lines has been of no benefit. Far
from it. His attention has been directed to the assist-

ance of the submerged. To them he has brought help,
without which they must have gone under in the fight
for existence. His endeavour has been always to avoid
pauperizing those whom he assists, and therefore he has
required that some work, or service of some kind, shall
be given in return. In many cases the benefit has been
permanent, in other t'.e withdrawal of help would
mean a relapse into poverty.

A great deal has been said and written about the
supplying system. It is certain that the system is evil,

equally bad for both supplier and supplied. On the
one hand it leads to rapacity and extortion, and on
the other to dishonesty and robbery. But a wrong aspect
has been given to this unhappy business by the great
majority of modern writers. The supplying merchant
has been pictured as a voracious octopus, endeavouring
to get the unhappy fishermen into his toils. This is far
from being the correct view of the situation. It is

impossible to carry on such an uncertain business
as the fishery without a large amount of credit being
given ; but in the usual course the pressure comes from
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below. The merchant does not hunt out the fishermanand force supplies upon him ; it is the fisherman who is
ever on the look-out for the merchant who will give him
the most supplies. If he is a hand-line fisherman with
a punt he looks for somebody to give him a trap on
credit; then it is his ambition to get a schooner, and
so on. Even if he has money saved, he objects to using
.t to purchase supplies. That is kept for a rainy day
tne merchant must run all the risk.

For w~T.y years the Labrador business was looked
upon as tht most risky in the whole trade of the
country, and many merchants refused to supply for it
at all. But in recent years high prices have encouraged
a considerable expansion. Last year, however, the fish
markets were over-supplied and prices fell, so that ithas again become very unremunerative to supply for
the Labrador, and the outfit is likely to be reduced this
season.

It is Grenfell's idea that the evils of the supplying
system can be overcome to some extent by Co-operative
Associations, but the value of these associations cannot
yet be said to be proven. One of them has been very
successful, others have maintained a rather arduous exist-
ence and one has been closed in a state of insolvency
With a result so indeterminate, in years when the
general business of the country has been so wonderfully
successful, it does not seem likely that they will be able
to withstand a series of bad years. A large capital is
necessaiy to carry on the very uncertain fishery business
of Newfoundland. While, therefore, these small co-
operative stores may have a temporary success they
are not sufficiently provided with capital to carry them
through a long era of adversity. Their value is never-
theless very great. They promote independence, self.
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reliance, and imperative honesty—lessons which are
badly wanted among the Newfoundland fishing popu-
lation. For these reasons, if for no others, one would
like to see them increase and multiply.

The success of Grenfell's other great economical
venture, the introduction of domesticated reindeer, has
still to be demonstrated. The idea was not new. The
prophetic and optimistic " Laire, Prfitre," in the days of
Courtemanche, and that frank Philistine George Cart-
wright, in the latter eighteenth century, both advocated
the domestication of the caribou or native reindeer,
pointing out how valuable the same animals were to
the Laplanders. It remained for Grenfell, however,
to make the experiment, not by taming the native
beast, but by importing a herd already domesticated
from Lapland. From the accounts of recent travellers
one gathers that the Laps themselves are a decadent
race, and that the possession of reindeer does not in
itself constitute prosperity. There can be no question,
however, that a herd of reindeer would add enormously
to the comfort, health, and wealth of a Labrador family.
But the problem how to combine successfully fishing and
reindeer herding has yet to be solved. Time only can
tell, but the experiment was worth trying and promises
well. The original herd of 280 has increased to 600 in
eighteen months.

In addition to the offices of preacher, teacher, healer,
and general provider, Grenfell is practically " lord-high-
everything-else " in Labrador. He is a magistrate of
th.' coast, but the duties he is called upon to perform
are happily not onerous. When it is remembered
that the Circuit Court for Labrador went out of
existence a generation ago for lack of business, and
that it has not been found necessary to have even a
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policeman stationed there, it will be concluded that the
".habitants of Labrador are not a vicious people.
Quarrels about trap berths form the bulk of thfcases
brought before Grenfell. to be setUed by him with ready
justice. '

As the Labrador coast with its many archipelagos
can afford room to very many more fishermen thannow frequent it, one would suppose that there wasno necessity for quarrels on that score. It appears
however that disputes often arise. There are no grTnts
or vested fishing rights on the Labrador coast. It is aase of "first come, first served," and it often happens
that the sutionary crews on their arrival at their
customary posts find that the best trap berths in
therr vicmity, which they had been in the habit of using,
have been taken possession of by a "floater." This
naturally causes bad blood. Grenfell's part in these
cases IS rather that of peacemaker than law-giver
No licences for the sale of liquor are issued for

Labrador, and the liquor traflRe is therefore illegal.
Orrenfells position as magistrate enables him to see
that the law is not evaded, and eagerly he hunts out
every offender. Such is his assiduity that a fisher-
man was heard to remark that soon there would not be

drtak
' °" ^'^'^^°'' """='' '«*= anything in it to

There is consequently a great and marked change
for the better in this respect, from the days when
brandy was kept on tap in the rooms of the Jersey firms
•n the straits.

As agent for Lloyds for the coast of Labrador,
Grenfell has been enabled to bring to justice several
notable offenders. The crime of "barratry" had been
all too lightly regarded, and the distant, lonely
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Labrador has been the scene of many offences of this

Tort Now. however. Grenfell in his little steamer .,

ant to turn up in all sorts of out-of-the-way places at

Opportune times, and a wholesome restraint .s exerc.sed

upon would-be criminals.
'

Grenfell once summarised his own labours on the

Labrador in a sort of "reverie upon h,s good J-h-p

,he Strathccna" It has already been used by h^

biodraohers. but must needs be repeated. It will be

^e^gntd ks a fine piece of writing, and impresses one

with the genuineness of the author :—

"
I could see again as I looked at her the thousands

of rniks of coast she had carried us along the record

: ov a thousand folk that had sought and found help

aboard her this summer, the score of poor souls fV>r

whom we ould do nothing but carr>. them, sheltered m

her slg cabin, to the larger hospitals, where -hey could

b^ itter attended to than by us at sea. \l^"^-^^'.^^

^sito and helpers whom she had fthfully earned

Ind who were now scattered where they couM tell of

the needs of our folk, and bring thvH« better help m

year" to come. I remembered »K. mimsters and

trainers that had been lent a hand as they pushed

heir way up and down our coast,-the women and

children andVl persons that she hao carr,.d up the

onl bays to their winter home, and to whom she had

saved the suffering of the long exposure .n small and

iSrairx^th-rii-fY^^,^

2d at known rendezvous along the ""e °f wate^

travel, making the lonj dog journeys P°-^- "^^
often had her now buarded-up wmdows lighted up her
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cabins for a floating Court of Justice in lonely places
where, even if the judgments arrived at had been radier
more equitable than legal, yet disputes had been ended
wrong-doing punished, and the weak had been time and
again helped to get right done them."

Grenfell's work is widely known and highly appre-
ciated in the United States and Canada. In England
His Majesty the King has personally decorated him
with the Order of Companion of St Michael and
bt George, and at Oxford the faculty has bestowed
upon him the only Honorary Degree of Doctor of
Medicine ever awarded by that con.wrvative institution.
Harvard also has vied with the English University by
making him an LL.D.
There has been a somewhat natural feeling of shame

accompanied by resentment, that the fisher folk of
Labrador and Newfoundland should be held up to the
outside world as in need of charitable assistance. It
has, however, been the comfortable and well fed who
have assumed this attitude, and we have yet to learn
that those in need have rejected the proffered assistance
It is so easy to be proud and independent when one's
own " withers are unwrung."
But all opposition is being rapidly shamed into

silence by the obviously splendid work which is beine
done. "

The funds required for this important charitable
organization have been provided chiefly by generous
friends in the United States and Canada. In New
York, Boston, Baltimore, Toronto, and other centres
those interested have formed themselves into societies
which they call Grenfell Associations, employing
secretaries to attend to the collection of funds, and
to further the interests of the charity. Grenfell hopes
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by this means to ensure its permanency, recognizing

that without regular organization, his death or removal

would probably cause the whole edifice to fall to the

ground. Such an end to the structure, so carefully and

painfully built by him, would be a terrible calamity to

the inhabitants of this outpost of empire. Extraneous

material help seldom has had any permanent result,

but the spiritual and educational " uplift " which

Grenfell has imparted to the fisher folk of Labrador,

must in course of time cause a striking advance in

their condition, and a consequent development of the

natural facilities of the country.
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EXPORT OF CODFrSH. SALMON, OIL, ITC, FROM LABRADOR
FOR SEASONS UOH-IHW.

1906. 1907.

Dry Codfish

Salmon .

i;o,887 qlli. ''l.030,43»
i 289,403 qll«- •1,013,227

S74 tees. l6,5t7
; 715 les- 1 I-rl. lO.os:

Trout 51 hrls. 296 izi brls. 96!

0«l Oil . 28 tuns '53*1 71 tuns 437
Sf.l Oil . M: .482 6) .. 56J

Seal Skiiu 63 ., 63
Herrinc .

Dried Caplln
103 bris. 420 28 brls. 11:

35 •. 105 I brl. I

Feathers 325 lbs. 65 233 lbs.

33.487Fori 3S.034
Sundries — 5 ,

— —
Whale Bone — 320 tons 256(

Lumber .
— - 1,753.451 'ett 26,301

31,086,05s ! 11,093,742

1908.

Dry Codfish . 288,8364 qtls. $779,858-40
Salmon 357 to. and i;2 oris. 9,31082
Trout 90 brIs. S4006
Cod Oi 7 tuns 36375
Seal 01 . 19 tuns 1.72509
Herring 7 barrels 28*00

Feathers . 496 lbs. 8928
Whale Bone 185 tons 1,850*00

Lumber 1.734.414 fee". 18,012*95

Furs 9,400*48

»82i,i78*77

EXPORTS OF THE MORAVIAN CHURCH AND MISSIONARY
AGENCY FROM LABRADOR
FOR THE YEARS 1889, 1895, ig05

From "An OBicial to the Labrador," by Sir William MacGregor, G.c m.o.

1885. 1895* I9<>5*

Quandly. Value. Quantiir. Value. Quandty. V.lm.

Codfish . . 2689 qtls. »7I40 2994 qtls. $8185 4035 qtls. $21,149
Trout 579 brls. 2870 787 brls. 3720 798b,l,, 478i
Skin Boots 6^2 pairs 490 230 prs. 437 'J^24 prs. 5S94
Seal Oil . 313 cks. 11,185 194 cks. 6120 353 pn«. 7200
Cod Oil . 3 ,. 35 3 .. 118 41 » 910
Cod Liver Oil . 7 ., 640 6 „ 375 3 .. 96
Furs 6 ., 2925 6pg!. 1720 11 pp. 7000
Dry Seal Skins

.

'3 .. 200 5 1. 100
Salted Seal Skin 14 ., 423 SpBS. 190 7 .; 200
Reindeer Skins 1625 72 .. 1000 5 .. Soo
Straw Work & Curios — 200 2 „ 60 5 .. ISO
Feathers .

— — 15 12 „ ISO
Salmon . 37 tcs. 407 5 tcs. 84 6 tcs. 50

Totals .... »28,142 —
! $22,014 - $48,442

l^e Government of NewrouodlAnd permiu the Moravian ISrethren to import all goodi frei

of duty. Notwithstanding this as-istance a consid-rable «uin uf money has (o be subscribec
each ysar Tor ibe luppori of the Mission.



ntity. Vain..

S qtls. $21,141)

ii bris. 4788
4prs. 5S94
3pra. 7200

910

3 »» 96

PIP- 7000
100

7 ti 200

5 ,, $00

5 »i ISO
2 „ ISO
6tcs. 50

— »48,442

^•y

INDEX
AiRAHAH, Eskimo exhibited in

Europe, letter from, on
hi> experiences, 310-I

1809, retranifer "by,, _

Labrador to Newfourd

Act of 1809, retranifer'

land, exception in, 440
AcU of Navigation, pessimistic

note in, 98-9
Adam of Bremen, on None voyages

to America, 5, 6
Adams, Sir Thomas, Bt„ r.n.

Surrogate, 304, area of
his jurisdiction, 221

tlaren taken to Chateau by, 261
HeIpof,in building York Fort,i9r

Administration of the Royal Navy
by Oppenheim, cited on
superiority of English
over Spanish seamen,
97-8

Admiralty instructions to Palliser

on fishing by Ameri-
caiu, 330

Adonisf H.M.S., American vessels
detained by, reason of
this, 34a

Africa, discovery of, by Leif the
Lucky, 12th century M S.
Geography on, 6

Agramont, Jaun de, letters patent
granted to, for ex-

Sloration in " Terre
feuve," 36

Hudson Bay Co. '5 sta-

tion at, Chimmo's visit

to, 414
Alarm, H. M.S., 409
Alaska, Eskimo language in, 157
-</^/, Mission ShipofR-M.D.SF.,

Grenfell sent in, to

Labrador, 454, 464

Aillik,

481

Alcohol :—
Sale of, by Americans on Labra-

dor, 354
to Eskimos, by fishers, 272

prohibited in Newfound-
land, 313

prohibited by Palliser, 173
illegal in Labrador, present

day, Grenfells vigi-

lance, 471
Smu^ling of, by Americins, off

Newfoundland, 375
Supplied l-y De Quettville & Co.

to their employees, 411
to natives of Labrador by

fishers and traders, 304
by Hudson Bay Co., 301

Treated as a necessary (Palliser's
day), 184

Alexander VI., Pope, delimita-
tion by, of Spanish and
Portuguese spheres {set
also Treaty of Torde-
sillas), 59

on the abandonment of Green-
land, 4

Algeria, Eskimos exhiStcd in, 312
Algonquin language, meaning in,

of "Eskimo," 156
Alicante, Newfoundland fish-trade

with, 335
All Saints (Tous Saints), 70
Alphonse, Jehan, and the Islet de la

Demoiselle, 92
Silent as to Eskimos, 162
Silent as to Brest, Labrador,

. .
789

Amenca, w? also Boston, Massa-
chusetts, New England,
&&, and United States



48a LABRADOR
Americ* (,cM/J.)i—

Britiih navfti detertloni to

{1766), Palliicr on, 183
Cartographical evolution ot,

Harriiac the chief

authority on, 36
Coast of, fUherA of three nations

on, 73
claim hy, to forty-mile area

rounil, 354
Colonies, North-East, for a

time included in term
Newfoundland, 31, 33

revolt of, 244, Quebec Act as

contributory cause, 439
Colonization in, Elizattelh's

letterspatenlfor,eraoted

to Sir II. Gilbert, 108

Continent of, area claimed
by England in virtue

of Calx)t*s discoveries,

Monson's view, 116
first land on, actually pos-

sessed by England, 1 13

French and Spanish colonies

in(«>f. 1583), l!3

John Cabot first European
to set foot on, 35

Norse voyages to, writers for

and against, 1, 2

Discovery of, earliest reference*

to, in English litera*

ture, 44-6
Eskimos exhibited in, results,

3". 3>*
and Great Britain, tel^raph

route between, McClin-
lock's survey for (i860),

415-6
Map first so designating, 62-3

North, Indians of. Tends of, with
Eskimos, 165-7

range in, of Eskimos, 17,18, 156
Puritans* request for permission

to go to (1618), 317
trade between, and British

colonies forbidden, 366,
».!, 340, 341.344

Western, I<abrador herring sold

in, 426
Why so called. Tie Newt Inter-

lude on, 46

riiw stations

on Labrador,

American(s) alleged complicity of,

in piracy of the Maria
(1821), 371-3

Fishers in Britiah waters :—
Admiralty instructions on, to

Pallis«r, 330
at lllanc Sablon (1863}, objec-

tion uf, to duties, 419
conduct of, complaints of, from

British North America,

339. 342-3. 346, 353-3.

354, 355. 36a " "?•.

371, 375. 390. 405
drying; and curiiw

hired by, on I

3389
rights as to, under Treaty

of Pari*, 334, 336, 337,

358. 367
exclusion of, from Bntish

waters, plea for, from
merchants of St. John's
(>8i3),345''"y-.Keat's
letters supporting, 350.

351. 153-5
geographical and climatic ad-

vantages of, 353, 353,
374. ». I

in halibut fishery, 424
injury by, to fishery firom

throwing oifal over-

board, 352, 371
local laws binding on, by

Treaty of 1S18., 366,

367, admitted by U.S.
authorities, 367, 368-9,
instructions to Fishery
Protection Service r/,

367. 397
long absent from bays and

harbours of Newfound-
land, reasons for this,365

Fishers and fishery in Brit-

ish waters before war
of 1812, and view
then taken of their

rights under Treaty of
Paris, Kemp's evidence
on. 359

growth of, effect on New-
foundland, numbers of
Tenets in, 339



AinerleaD(l) {rvntd. ) :-
Fi'hen and fishery in Billidi

•KUm^cnild.):-.
nTLabradDt.afterwur'-'i t,

poiilion taken liynni. •

corilpd to, year t»y -
x

and nunitterf cnira -cti

'S'S. 356-7
>;i6.,j57.8

»ir.. 358
'|>»-. 361, 3«»-4. 3«5
"8I9-. 371
i«la, 371
'831., 371
;»"•. 37i
8»3.. 37>

J"* . 374
•833-. 376
'840., 3745
'8SI-. 375. 410, r« «/„

Chapter XVI.
privilege temporarily re-

newed (1816, 1817)
358, 361

prote»t>againJt, from New-
foundland and Nova
Scotia, 36t~4

reftored to some extent Iiv
Treaty of 1818., 361.

.369-70
'

rapid decline, 405, 413,
Goode's explanation.

J76
termination (1869), 42c

at the Magdalens, 336
drying and coring by,

on NewfoundUnd Banks, num-
bers of, 330, 331, 335

. 337, 339. 343 3Si, 357
purchase of British fi:h by'

forbi^^den, 34J, 344, 3-,
resistance by, to law prohibit-

ing seines for herrinir
(863), 412.3 *

I

trespassing in occupied bays, '

&c (1818), some seized,
!

361 <t It. I
jFishing Privileges and "Vights in I

British wateri
.

jabandonment of foretold, 426

INDEX
483

I

American(s)(rM*/</.);—
I Fishing Pri. liege, and Rights in

British waters (^M*^i/. )._
j

l««ringon,ofPalli«,,',|e,|„,„

I
Bernard, an.l rules for
the Whale tishery, 327

not menlioiieil in Treaty of
':henl(.Si4), 356

under Treaty of i8rS., 357,
365-6, 374, meaning of
words concerning, 366,
principal British claims,

under Treaty of Pari,, ,,«

,
339.356,368

under Treaty of Reciprocity

. ,^
I '854), 378 ' '

in the open seas, under Treaty
of Piris, 333, 3^4, |M

Passport to MorV^iair' s'hl'

,
granted, text of, 275 6

Privateerfs), capture by, all^ol,
of York Fori, 191, fgj

menace of, to Labrador, 244,
made good by Grimes!

„ ., '+«-S. "nd others, 246.7
olf Newfoundland, captures of

344-5
Seaboard, theory of distribution

along of Eskimo, why
untenable, 17-8

Shipmasters, oflences of, at Cod
Roy, 3»8

Trading with Eskimos of Labra-

V I,
>'';""98),335,33«*».l

Vessel(s), first to sail for llabra

first

,,...-. ,w «..! lur uiora-
"or, 152, 153, Sabine's
error as to, 338
account o, by Sir
F. Bernard, 320-6

fishing, arrival of first at Hope-
dale, 291

total numbers, Labrador and
Newfoundland (1767)
330, 331(1808), 344

at Magdalens, 337, opera-
tions ' effect on Sea-

.
fov -ry, 338, „.,

rights V jussed, 337.8
trading, arrival of first

at Hopedate- nult to
Eskimos, 413

1
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I

i

Americu Wu, Ncwfoundlainr*
prMperity iluilng, 358

Whalen, Cod fishery forbidden
to, by Pall iter, peimls-
ioDs to, reftrictiona on,

and ci>mpl»inti of, by
him, ai4'5, 218 et stq.^

317, 339, KeaU on.

f^hts with Etkimot, Palliiei'i

conipIainti,i75,soi,3i!5
vltili of, to Labrador, unilair*

able characters on, 303
American and British fuhers, (rouble

between (1820), 371
(1821), »/., (1877). 378

American and French disputes on
filhinc righti in New-
foundland wateri {cire.

l833)f 373> Hamilton's
comments, 373

American and Nova Scotian ae-

Session in Sandwich
ay (1816, 1819, i8m),

upshot of, 391-4
American Indian languages, con-

struction of, similarity

to, of Eskimo, and
Basque, 158

Amherst, Colonel, and the retaking
of St. John's. 198

Amherst Harboui, Magdalen Isles,

Americans at, 33/, 338
Amitok Island, arrival at of Haven

and his companions,
366

Ruini of houiet on, non-
Eakimo, Ia

Amiiy^ Moravian vessel, 368, S69,

275. ^76
Amundsen, Captain Roald first to

discover North - West
Pauage, 168

on Stone ruins at Boothia Felix,

on Uncivilized Eskimo, 168
Anacal river, in Combes' letter, 86
Anchor Ice, 226
Angekoks, or sorcerers. Eskimo, 283
Anglo-Azorean expedition to the

New Lands (1501), 29,

47 tt stq.^ 60, 71

Angoa, 70
Animal life at Cap* Cod, Atklm

<//•</ on, 335
of Labrador, 131, Davis on,

119-30
Moravian references {%te

alto umdtr names of
creatoies), 380-1 tt uq.

unexplained phenomona con-
cerning, 303

of Newfbandlaad, in Cabot's
time, 40

Animals found in VInland, 8
Annalti Rtj^ii of leeUnd, on

Bishop Eric's search for

Vinland, 3
Anse Sablon. 399, coast west

of line from, north
and south, re-annexed
to Lower Canada
{1825). 441

Anspach, on Superintendent of
Trade, on Labrador,
307

Anticotti Island, 193
Eskimos at (1702), 166
Fishery Regulations for, issued

by Palliicr (1765). 213
// itq.

Placed under Newfoundland rale

by Treaty of Paris, 434,
transferred again toNew-
fbundland, 440, and
re •annexed to Lower
Canada, 441

Antiquaies Amtrieatug^ by Rafn,
supporting Norse voy-
ages to America, i

Antwerp. Van Hecre'i portrait of
an Eskimo at, 163

Appendix: Exports of Codfish, etc.,

for Newfoundland and
Labrador, from 1766 to

1908.9., 476-9
Exports of Codfish. Salmon, Oil,

etc., from Labrador,
seasons 1906-8., 480

Exports of the Moravian Church
and Missionary Agency
for Labrador for the
yeani88s, 1895,1905.,
480



INDEX
Appendix UtMd ) ;~
Nainber of Vesself ami Crews

cleared at the Cuitoms
llouw, for Labrador,
1894-1908., 475

ArcktPOs dot Afores, by E. de
Canto, citeif on the
meaninff of the word
*MavraJor," 54

Arctic Current, effect on J. Cabot's
courK*. 38

Arctic Eipeditioni (w aisa North-
Weit Pauace), Mc-
Lure'i, lyj

S. C*bct'i, authorities on, 41
Arctic foxea, 8
Argillur (Clay), place name, 70
Ar^. American whaler, 353 i- «. i

Ari, the Wi»e, historian of Iceland,
on None royages to
America, 5, 6

Arnold, first Bishop of Gardar, in
Greenland, 3

Arnold, GoTcrnor Benedict, wind-
mill of, mistaken for
Norse tower, i

Aihehurst, Thomas, and partners,
letters patent to, for ex-
pedition and trade to .

Newfoundland, 39
Ashmolean Museum, Dr. Dee's 1

Oiary in, 109
Asia, Eastern parts of, location of

the^'NewUnds"accord- '

ing to Caitier, 73
Error as to, on Cantino map. 58
Eskimos of, migrants from

America. 158, Rink's

Hv theory, 158, 159
New lands charted as part

of, 63
Atares province, Canada, mineral

wealth of, and fierce

inhabitants, Combeson.
88

Atkini. Captain Henry, voyage of,
to Davis' Straits (1 739),
Bernard on, 331-6.

t ^. 327
Induna met by, dealings between,

3ai-3i his description of
them, 334

48s

B^sin

Islanili

Atkins, Captain Henry (««/*):—
System oi nomenclature of, 334

Atlantic Coast of Labrador, pie-
dominant importance of,

Newfoundland's rule of
Inipl'-ing rule of hinter-
land, 447

Atlantic Ocean, American fishing
riphts in unrler Treaty
of Paris, 3^3, 534, ,fter
Treaty oi Ghent, 356

of riven of Labrador
flowing into, claimed
for Newfoundland rule
(1767). 4}5. and as-
signed thereto {1835),
44a
in, probable basis of
tradition of, 19

Voyages into, instigated by John
Cabot, 30

Italian pioneers, 19
Atmospheric phenomena observed

by Mor&vians in La-
brador (1797), 276-7
(1836), 395-6

Attn ^ak River, head waters of
and Boundary line be-
tWf^en C»^ada and New-
foundland on lAbrador,
44«

Attuiock,E5kimo,takentc land
byCartwright,.' ,1 ired
by town, 236, \ i at
skeleton, 237, (ieath, 340

Audubon, ornithologist, on Ameri-
can fishers on Labrador
("833), 376

Aullak, Eskimo name for present-
day Indians of X^bra-
dor, 13

Aurora borealis, peculiar variety,
Labrador (1799), 376-7

Pedro de, surmise on
Cabot's discoveries and
the Spanish sphere, 57,
on Cabot's second voy-

,
«ge, 34

Azoreans («*? a/rtf Anglo-Azorean),
joint expedition with
Bristol men to New-
foundland, 37

Ayala, \



m LABRADOR
Aiora, the, 82

Discoverers from, ste Barcelloi
and Fernandez

Home of Cone Real, 33

Bacalaos, name a 1 used on early
maps, 31, 42

Discovery by Gaspar Corte Real,
mentioned do Kunst-
man IV map, 64

iDhabitants of, Comb(» on, 83-5,
food of, Mattioli map on, 163

Island near, 6c
Trees of, Combes on, 83-5

Bacaiieu, island, significance of the
name, 71

Bagnt, Hod. Charles, British Am-
bassador at Washing-
ton, negotiations of, on
American fishery ques-
tion (1817), upshot

,of. 358
Baie des Espagnots, liow Bradore,

other names of 132, ». i

Baio de Carametlo (Bay of Ice), 69
Baio de Maluas, apparently in

StraiU of Belle Isle. 67
Baio de Malla (Bay of Mis-

fortune), 70
Baio de Manuel, 70
Baio de Serra (Bay of Moun-

tains), 70
Baio du Baudeon, 70
Baio du Brandon (Bay of Bran-

don), 70
Baio Oscura (Dark Bay), 70
Baio du Prassel (Bay of the Little

Pig), 70
Bait for Cod, American and Labra-

dor, difference in, 352
Frozen herring as, 367
Sale of, to French, by Newfound-

landers, 421
Bancroft, disbeliever in Norse

voyages to America, i

Banks off jLabrador (jm also

Grand Banks), Ameri-
can fishers on after
Treaty of Ghent, 356

off Hamilton Inlet, found by
McClintock (i860).
Rots on, 416

I Banks off Labrador {con/d. ) :—
I

Fish of. of good size, 434
\

Hinde's forecast concerning, 421
i

Fishery on, decline in, 451

I

Banks, Sir Joieph, friendship with
Cook, result of, 199

on Gridley's fishing lease of the
Magdalen, 336

on terror caused by Eskimos,
173-4

on Whalebone cd^Ae found on
Eskimo Island, 195-6

i

on York Fort, 190-1

I

Bannerman, Sir Alexander, Gov-
ernor of Newfonnd-
laod, proceedings men-
aced against, by Labra-
dor merchants (1863),
417-8

Baptisms, Labrador, celebration of
by laymen, 429-30

Bargat River, 86
Barratry on Labrador coast, Gren-

fell's attitude to, nnd
success, in punisliuig,

„ .
471-2

Baskem, Cartwright's kindness
to, 247

Basf^ue fishers at I'ort-au-Choix, 1 54m Southern Labrador, 1 18, ;66
Language, constructive affinity

of, 158
Whale-fishery, in the Straits of

Belle Isle, 74. 132-3,
ruined by Eskimo at-

tacks, &c, 133
Bastienne, nurse of the marooned

Marguerite, 90, 91
BaUl Harbour, orieinal name of

Battle Harbour, mean-
ing of, 167, n. I

BathuTst, Earl, 397, Hamilton's
letter to, on capture of
trespassing American
Whalers, 361, n.j

Instructions to Keats on Ameri-
can fishing position
after Treaty of Ghent,
356, acted on by the
latter, 357

Instructions to Pickmore on Am-
erican fishers, 357, 358



INDEX
Bathurst, Earl {Lcnid.) :—

Keati' let ters to, supporting
Memorial of St. John^
Merchants, as to ex-
clusion of French and
Americans from British
waters (1814), 350, 3Sr,

352-S
Memorial to, of the St. John's

Chamber of Com-
merce, 451

Battle Harbour, American priva-
teer at, 246

Church of England mission in,

started by Feild, 430
Eskimo-Indian fight at, 167 <t«, i

Fishery at (1804-6), 389
Name of, its derivation, 167,

«. I

Pilot for Northern Labrador not
found at, by Chim-
mo, 414

R.M.D.S.F. Hospital at, 463,
464, records of worlc at,

year by year, 464-6
Sealing posts at, 385
Seals ashore in (1873), 421

Battle Harbour to Red IslanJ
population between, and
catch of fish, estimated
by Hood (18153), 413-4

Bay of Brandon (Baio du Bran-
don), 70

Bay of Bulls, Newfoundland,
American fisheries at

(1645), fate of, 318
Destroyed by Kichery, 192

Bay Chaleur, New England fishers

at, fishing and curing
by, and disposal of
cargoes, 335

Bay of Chesa)>eake, not open lo

British fishermen, anal-

f>Sy and argument based
on, 363

Bay of Delaware, not open to
British fishers, Nova
Scotian deduction and
analt^y, 363

Bay of Fundy, protection in from
foreign fishers desired,

362, 363

487

Bay of Ice (Baio de Cara-
mello), 69

Bay of Islands, frozen herring trade
of» 377

Bay of the Little Pig (Baio du
Prasset), 70

Bay of Misfortune (Baio de
Mallu), 70

Bay of Mountains (Baio de
Serra), 70

Bay Phelypeaux, now Bradore
{g.v. ), Courtemanche's
abode, 131, 132 «t«. i,

his life there, 132, 134,

13s ei seq.

Eskimo at, 147, their thievery,

148, and firearms, 149
Fish plentiful at, 132
as Fishinc headquarters, 150, Es-

kimo attacks, and the
reprisals, 150-1

Harbour and surroundings of,

'37. '38
Kiver near, salmon and trout

in, 138
Salads grown at, 144

Bay Verte, Newfoundland, 34
Bayard, Secretary, obedience to

local fishery laws en-
dorsed by, 367

Bays and Arms of the Sea in
Newfoundland excluded
from American fishers

by Treaty of 1818..

366, 368
American absence from

(1783-1818) exceptions;
reasons for absence,

American trespassers in,

. „ . 364, 365
in British Colonies, in which

fishing by Americans is

g:rmitte<i by Treaty of
aris, 339, 365

Harbours, Rtvers, Creeks, and In-
lets, British possessions,

American fishers ex-
cluded from after Treaty
ofGhent (1814), 356

Hamilton's enforcement there-
of, 361, n. I

ji
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B*y> and Arms of the Sea in New-
foundUnd {contd. ) :—

Prevention of foreicn resort to,
Nov* Scotian LegisU-

^ tur« on, 36a, 361. 164
Beard, Phmp & to/.^sSfeS.,

fishing post of, Sand-
wich Bay, lawiuit con-
M'ning (1820), 391.4

Beardsley, Lieut., and York
Fort, 190

Bears, at Cape Cod, 325
Black, Labrador, 119
White, brought from Newfound-

land by Corte Real, 64
in John Cabot's New Isle,

22
Salmon - catching, Sebastian

Cabot on, and Cart-
Wright on, 22, Sda-i

Beavers of Cape Cod, 325
Beck, John, Moravian, a hereditary

missionary,
1 298 ; letter

by. 259 ; return home
T, ^r ,

„*'"»•»" wife, 298
Bedford, Earl of, 47
Behring Straits, Eskimo ot

>56t 157
Bell Bay, wintering-place of De
» M . .

Sfouague's hunters, 152
Belle Isle, advantages of fishery

at (1841), 408-9
French encroachments, on Milnc

on C1841), 408-9. Locke
on (1848), 409. mea-
sures taken to prevent

„ (1852). 410
on Kunstman III map, 61
Original name of, 35
Owned by Labrador (i 841), Milne

on, 409
Bellini Map (1744), Bradore shown
„ ^ .

O"! 133. «. I

Beothuks, the, original inhabitants
of Newfoundland, 34,
77> captured for slaves
by Corte Real's expedi-
tion* 34-5. 53. 54, 59.
consequences, 35

Considered by some to be
Skraelings, 16

Efforts to save, 223, 291

LABRADOR
Beothuks, the, original inhabiunts

ofNewfoundland {con/d.):—
Expedition of the CartwrighU

to make friends with,
223

Raw meat not eaten by, 162
Tradition of their migration to

Labrador, 152
Berlin, Eskimos exhibited in, 310
Bernard, Sir Francis, Governor

of Boston, Account e/
tainutn- (1760), by,
3«>6

Palliser's letter to, on barbarities
of New England fisher-

men to Eskimos, 175
Palli&er's R^utations for the

Labrador Whale Fish-
ery sent to, 220

Berteau, Robert, Jersey firm
in Labrador fishery

(1806), 389
Best, George, on the Eskimos met

by Frobisher (1576),
162-3

on S. Cabot's voyage of discov-
ery, 42

Bcttres, William and Cathrine
Gourd, married by
G. Cartwright, 229
<£ n.l

Bible, the, translation of, into
Eskimo, by Mora-
vians, 276

Biddle, Henry, on the meaning
of "Labrador," 53

Bilbao, principal market for
American fish from Lab-
rador, 374

Biorne, companion of Karlsefni's
vmland voyage, 8

Bird, Joseph, 430
Bird Isles, first named on ReiaeFs

map, 62
Bird Spear, in Eskimo legend, 13
Birds, Hawks and Popinjays from

Newfound, 40
of Passage at Cape Cod, Atkins

cited on, 325
Bitcayans, claim of, to fishing

rights, Newfoundland,
94

wte^!



INDEX
Black Bear Hay, ot Black Bay,

salmon -fishery firm at,
gains of, i8s

sealing posts at, 385
Settlers at, 394

Black Death, devastation by, in
Greenland, 3

Black Islands, American Bshers
near (1840), 375

Black Tickle, fishing post, 414
Blackfriars Bridge, Eskimo amaze-

ment at, 335
Blackguard Bay, Grimes the priva-

teer in, 244
Blanc Sablon {see a/so Anse Sab-

od), 70
Cartier at, 75, 77, 89
Fishery at, 151, 154, 386, 389
American fishers near (1840),

375
French vessels at (1713), 135
Jersey firms at (1848), success

of, 409
importance of, firms at, and

catch (1863), 419
name discussed, 75 ct«.i, see

a/sajo
Naval Surrogates' visit to,

(1810), 390
as Southern limit of Boundary

line between Canada
and Newfoundland, on
Labrador, 446, 447

Blanc Sablon to Cape Charles,
proposed concession of
fishing rights between,
to the French (1856),
prevented by Newfound-
land, 4 10-

1

to Cape Harrison, Newfound-
landers hshing between
(1856), numbers of, and
take, 410-

1

to Gagnish, rights on, acquired
by a company, cele-

brated lawsuit of, 383
»nd St. John river, territory

bounded on the north
by, approximately, the
countrydivided by riven
falling into Gulf of
St. Lawrence, 446

489

Blanc Sablon to Cape Chailes
(coHid.):^

to Sandwich Bay, resident
population between,
(1856), 411

Block House at Pitts' Harbour,
see York Fort

Blockhouses, proposed by Palliser,

179, 180-2
Blowers, S, S. , 364
Blue Book issued on Labrador, and

Newfoundland Question
as to collection of
Dues, 418

Board of Trade, assistance from to
Haven and the Mora-
vians, 359-60

and Cartwright's case against
Noble and Pinson, 232-3

Graves' letter to, on needs of
charts of Labrador, tte.,

upshot of, 198
Interest in the Quebec Act(l774),

. 436.437
Memorial of, advising re-annexa-

tion of Labrador to
Quebec (1772), reasons
given, 436

Papers, on Labrador fishery,

(circ. 1763-74), 204 et

seq., 278
Boas, Franz, on the original home

of the Eskimos, 160
on the word Kablunaet and its

problem, 159-60
Boaventura, first named on Reinel's

map, 62
Bofragara, mythical race, 86
Bois, Simon du, Jersey firm in Lab-

rador fishery (i8al3), 389
Bonara, mythical town, 86
Bonne Bay, called Bell Bay in De

Brouague's day, 153
Frozen herring trade of, 377

Bonetta, H.M.S., 194
Boothia Felix, stone ruins at,

Amundsen or, 15 An. i

Boots, Sealskin, made by Eskimos,
299(C'n.i

Bossett, Lieut., and York Fort, 190
Boston, Massachusetts, 336

Atkins' return to, 326
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f

Boiton, Massachusetts (ccu/d,) :—
Collector of Customs at, instruc-

tions to, from Wash-
ington in respect to local
fii^ery laws, 367

Fishers from, first visit*, of, to
Labrador coast, 152,

Fishers from,' off Newfoundland,
(1645). 318

Oovemo-- of, j« Bernard
Grimes, the privateer, sailing

from, 244
ianvrin's trade with, 337
ferchants of, gift by, of pro-

visions to Newfound.
Iand(i8i6.7), 359

Besfan I^ewi Letter Hov, jg, 1766,
on New England
Whalers and Palliser's
regulations, 329

Boswell, James, on his visit to Cart-
wright's Eskimos, 238-9

Boucorre river, 86
Boundary Dispute with Canada,

Memorial on, of Cham-
ber of Commerce, St.
John's, to Lord Bath-

o A
"'"('835), 451.3

Boundary Line between Newl'^und-
land and Canadian terri-

tories on Labr".dor
roughly stated, 446,447

Bounties, to American fishers,

„.. 374. ".I
to BnUsh shios in the Whale

and Cod fisheries, Pal-
liser's proposal, 178-9,
186, ff. I, 384

French to Labrador and New-
foundland fisheries, 183,

359. 426
countervailing, proposed, 359

on Salt, to American fishers,

-,
(»82o), 370

Bourgin or Bourquin, Brother,
Moravian missionary-
in-chief, appointed Ger-
man Consul for Labra-
dor, 308 ; arrest by, of
an Eskimo murderer,
313-4

Braasea,

Bows and Arrows, used by Es-
kimos of Labrador,
29, 211

Bowker, Captain, and the Nova
Scotia protest against
renewal of fishing privi-

i^es to Americans, 363
Christopher, physician
and surgeon, tent to
Nain, 2&S

Bradbury, John, St. John's firm
in Labrador fishery,

(»8o6), 389
Bradore, or Brandor, formerly Bay

Phelypeauz and other
names, 133 <C- n.i

Basque Whaling-depdt, 132
De Broua^ue as Commandant at,

his reports, 150-3
Fishery at (1S04-6}, 389
Nova Scotian and American

fishers at (1833), Audu-
bon on, 376

Ruins of, error concerning, 78,
79. 153

Seal fishery, Eiskimos in, 2 [ i

Bradore Bay called Islettes by
Cartier, fishing at, 75

Bradore Lakes, Cape Breton, de-
rivation of name, 52

Brants, at Cape Cod, 325
Bremen, Moravians at, 311
Brenton, E. B., 400
Brest, France, a "Blanc Sablon"

near, 75, n. i

Brest, Labrador, now Old Fort
Bay, 70, 86

Cartier at, 77, his boat journey
from, 76

Fishery at, 76
Myth concerning, 151
Name not given by Cartier, 76
Position o^ mistake as to, dis-

cussed, 77 et seq.

Scene of mythical episode, 79
Brethren's Society for the Further-

ance of the Gospel
among the Heathen,
or London Society of
Moravians, trading op-
erations of, 379-80, 3S0,
289. 302, 305. 314

i



INDEX
Bretons, the. firat to discover the

Gulfof St. Lawrence, 73
Fishers on the Newfoundland

coast, i6th century, 36
in Southern Labrador, 118
in the Struts of Belle Isle, 74

Voyages of, to Newfoundland,
evidenced by names, 75

Bricaut, Sieur de, 81
BrtDon, mythical town, 86
Bristol, Port of, 337

Anglo-Atorean expeditions from,

29. 37 tt stq.

Birthplace of " Perdita," 200
Birthplace of S. Cabot, 43
Customs Roils of, references in, to

John Cabot, 20, 24
Discoverers of Labrador from,

54, jj
Emigration to, and residence at,

of John Cabot, 20, 21,
his ovation at, on re-

turn from voyage, 23
Expeditions from, to " New-

lands," 37 et sea., 48
Fishermen from, visits of, to Ice-

land, 19 * M.I
Merchant fleet -., claim on, of

the Crown, 48
Ship Adventurers from, in Lab-

rador, 380
BrilUattt, H.M.S., 312
British America, by MacGregor,

^fcCerfon Air ?rican fishers

and their catch at Lab-
rador (1829), 374

Ciitdon Labrador fishery ( 1 830),
statements discussed,

403-6
British and American fishets,

troubles between ( 1 830),

371 (1821), I*. (1877),
378

Claim to three-mile limit in Galf
of St. Lawrence, &c.,

3S4
Cod fishers, and the Labrador

Seal fishery, debate on

^. .
(1774). 437-8

Colonial coasts, American fishing

liderty on under Treaty
of Paris, 333, 334

491

British and American {rentd.) :—
Colonial fishers, foibidJen the

Labrador fishery by
Palliser, 381

Colonies in North America,Ameri -

can fishing and curing
rights at under Treaty
ofParis, limitations on,

334. 338. 339, 358.
369. 372

Bays, Harbours, Rivers,Creeks,
and Inlets of, czclu.

sion from, of Ameri*
cans after Treaty of
Ghent. 356

trade with U.S.A. forbidden
after Independence,
33G, w.1,340, 341, 344

Complaints of American fisher*

*nen, 339, 343, 346,
352-3. 354, 355. 3^2
tt seg., 371, 375

Contention as to American fish-

ing rights, true basis
of» 357

Firms in Labrador fishery

{1806), 389
Fish, Duties on, in Spain and

Italy, 359
Purchase of, hy Americans, 353

British Fishery, Labrador (1848),
409 (1765-1908), 379,
380-4*3

British engaged in (1830), Mac*
Gregor on, 403, 404,
405

Nursery for the navy, Palliser's

proposals bearing on,

379. 380, 381
British Fishing ship, definition of,

by Palliser (1765), 215
British Flag torn dow n by Ameri-

cans in Labrador, 405
British Museum, 437
British Privateers (l8l3), successes

of, 344-5
British Provmces, salt cod trade

of, 376
British Rights in Newfoundland and

Grand Banks fisheries

11823}, Hamilton on,

373, 373

I

'

I
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!^

British Ship Fisheri in the Whale
and G>rl fisheries, tiouii-

ties for, Palliser on,

178-?; 384. hii Act
for Encouraging, and
iU effecU, 184. 186
* ».l

Labrador Fishery reserved for,
by Palluer, ai6, 387,
but long since aban-
doned by, 426

Memorial to Palluer, supporting
his action (1767), 187-^
Palliser's reply, extract
from, 189-90

Privileges of, urged by English
hrms on Labrador

« . . , (1863), 418
Bntuh vessels in Labrador fisher-

ies, decrease in num-
bers (1792-1832), 403

liritish waters, Ameriqan rights
in, under Treaty of
Reciprocity (1854), 377,
412

Exclusion from, of French and
;

American fishers, me-
;

morialiied for, by Mer- 1

chants of St. John's
}

(1813), 34S''«?.
!

Brittany {see a/so Bretons), places I

in, named Carpunt, 75 '

Brouague, Sieur de, 148 <t> if.i,
I

Commandant of French
;

Labrador, lSo-3
|

Reports of, 150-4 I

Brown, John, on annoyance re- '

ceived from American
shipmasters, 328

Bull, Brother, with John Cabot,
second voyage, 34

Bu/Uoff, H.i.I.S., RfcClintock's
telegraph survey ship,

T. .
415,416

Bunker Hill, Gridley's works
_ at. 33f'

Burgeo, 199
Bunal-pkcr. of unknown race,

Labrador, 15
Burin, fiimished by privateers, 332
Burke, Edmund, and the Quebec

Act(i774), 437, 438

' Burleigh, Lord, attitude of, to
Queen Eliiabeth's title

to North America,
109-10, two views, no

]

Venture of, in the " Company of

I

Kathai," 105

;

Burr, Daniel, Surrogate, area of

I

his jurisdiction, 221
, Burroueh3,Stephen,andthe"Com-
I panyof Kathai," 105
Button Island, 125, Boundary-line

between Canada and
Newfoundland on Lab-
rador starting from,
446, 447

Button, Sir Thomas, expedition to
seek the North- West

' Passage, events and
{ course of, 124-5, his

I

vessels, 126
on Eskimo character, 165

,
Bylot, Robert, with Hudson, and

with Button, 124
:
BjTon, Commodore, Governor of

Newfoundland, interest

of, in G. Cartwri]>ht, 225
Proclamation Iw, on Fishing at

the ftfagdalen Islands

(177O, «8
on Whale-fisheryGulf of St. Law-

rence, 195
Byrcn, Lord, 225

Cabo de Bassis (Low Cape), 70
Cabo de San Antoine, on Kunstman

III map, 62
Cabo de Terre Firme (Cape of

Mainland), 69, 70
Cabot Celeb'" »''^Ti at Bristol, 24
Cabots, the, greatest authority on,

see Harrisse
Cabot, John, of Cenoa, citizen

of Venice, resident of
Bristol, 20, 31, 55

Disappearance of, from history,

24, 2S, 27
Discoveries o^ English use of,

controversies on, 93 et

sef., 112, 117
Effect ofhis success in Portugal, 33
Fame, appropriated by Sebastian

now re-established, 25
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Ctbott John {eentd.)'.—

Further probable exploration

O498). 71
L«tten patent granted by

Henry VII, ai, 95,
superieded, 37

Map by, of ditcoveries of first

voyage, on his tand-
faU. 36

Name given by, to his discoveries,

where first used, 71
Natives of Labrador not seen

by, on first landing, 29,
30

No written account left by, 56
Precedence of, over Columbus in

discoveryofmain Ameri-
can Continent, 116

Rash surmises of, and the conse-
quences, 23

Voyages of :

—

Accounu of, Alimentary, ao
first, Course steered, ai
facts of, as far as ascertain-

able, 20-5
landfall, 21, 25, 71, 266,

Harrisse on, 27
principal controversial

points on, 26 et seq.

return to Bristol, and re-

ward, 22
second, authorities for, 34,

Aite of ships, 23, 24
Cabot John, and Sebastian, legend

on maps, of their dis-

covery of Labrador, 29
Cabot, Lewis, son ofJohn Cabot, 21
Cabot, Sancto, son ofJohnCabot, 21
Cabot, Sebastian, son of John

Cabot, 21, 97
Account by himself, of the efforts

of Henry VHI to em-
ploy him (1522), 49-50

Associated with John, in dis-

covery of Labrador,
on Emeric Molyneaux's
map, 26

Birthplace, 42
Character and career, 2$, 38, 39,

40-w/x*y.,44,49
Distrusted by the Drapen Com-

pany, 48-SO

Cabot, Sebastian (eontd.):—
Eskimo presented by, to Henry

VlI, 38 9, 41, 161

Fame uf his father appropriated
by, 25

Highly esteemed in Spain and
Venice, 41

Hudson Strait probably enleretl

by, 47
Map by (1544), 30,43, 47

different from J. Cabot's, 36
Voyages of, Arctic, 43, various

accounts, 41 et seq,

to La Plata, 65
Unrecorded earlier, why in-

ferred, 44
With Pert, along Labrador

coait, &c., 72, 96
on J. Cabot's death, 35
on Labrador as discovered by

him and his fa er, 31
on the Trend of the brador

Coast, 67-8
on White Bears catching Salmon,

22, 243
Cabot Straits, Cartier's use of, 89
Cahill, John, St. John's firm

in Labrador fishery

(1806), 389
Calighoughe, an Eskimo brought

home by Frobisher,
Doddinge on fiite of,

163-4, his wife described

by the same, ib.

Camp Islands, Labrador :

—

Church of England mission at*

started by Feild, 430
Men enticed ftom, by Ameri-

cans, 341
Canada {ste also New France, <£

Quebec), 135, 383
Annexation to, of Labrador,

objected to, by Mer-
chants of St. John's,

451 el seq.

Area, boundaries, climate,

prodvcts, Combes on.

Boundary line between New-
foundUnd and Canadian
territories on Labrador,
roughly stated, 446, 447



Engtiah conquMt of, conse-
quencet, 171, Labrador
wholly brought under

•T. .^"«"•^'«>? ''y. 433-4
IJark days" h,, due to

forest fires in Latwa-
<lor, 197

Discovery of, Monson fi/<rrf

on, 115
English lovereignty over, de-

clared l.y the Treaty of i

Paris, 9;
Eskimo tradition as to Grecn-

landers coming from, 12 I

Eskimos trading with French
j

in, 330
I

Hudson Bay Co.'» Labrador '

territories purchased
|

by (1871), 442 I

Labrador herring sold in, 426
I'tfople of, on Gulf of St.

'

Lawrence and Straiti of I

Belie Isle, 382 '

Provision! and lumber obtain-
able from, 355

and Rupert's Land, Delimita-
tion Commission pro-
posed, 130

Small-pox prevalent in,

{i873-4f,445
bup^rt m, of Grenfell's

work, 464-6, 473-4
Waters of, Jiggers forbidden

in, 416
French, 323

natives, Combes on, 87-S,
qualities as colonists,

_ »42, 143. 146
Lower, Act for extinguishing

Feudal and Seigniorial
rights in(i825), 440-1

grants made by, of Hunt-
ing and Fishing privi-
l^es in Labrador, 363,
3641 387; attitude of
grantees to the Fishery
rules, 205

Labrador territory assigned to
in 1825.. 440

Canada, a town in Canada. Combes
on, 86

LABRADOR
Canadian fishers off Labrador, 404

Fishing post in Labrador, Carle-
ton's request on, 186,
declined by Palliser,

187
Canadian settlers, Hamilton Inlet,

(i8»0, Martin on, 442
Caneno Map, Newfoundland coast

on, 63
Cannuklookthuoct tribeofEskimos,

numlwrs of (1773),
Curtis on, 170

Canoes or Kayaks of the Eskimos
or Skraelings, 8, 17,

. *39, 156
number of (1876), 307
paddles of, 17

of Indians, 17, me* by Atkins,
331. 333; Men t^Car-

^ .
*'"• 77

Cantino map, date, place and
intention of, 57-8,
details on, 58-9, 63

Labrador as shown on, 53-4
Canto, Ernesto de, on the

meaning of the word
"lavrador," 54

Cape Bellile, Combes* description.
82

Cape Bluff Island Harbour, settlers

^394
Cape Bonavistti, 221

Cmrtier at, 75
Named first on Vit^as' map, 32^

other mentions, 3 1 -2

Cape Breton, 331
Cartier's coasting voyage along,

John Cabot's landfall? 25, argu-
ments for, and against,
30-1, so shown on his
own map, 26

Protection at, from foreign fishers
desired, 362

Relation to, of Gut of Canso, 363
Cape Charies, 211, 320
American misdeeds at, 353
Cartwright's dwelling at, and

household, 223, 225,
his predecessor at,
driven away by Eski-
mos, 230-1



INDEX
Cape Chftrles (fM/d.) t—

I>arb]rat. failure of bit scheme for
civiliung Eskimos, zoi,
his Whale-fishery frus-
trated by affrays with
Eskimos, 201, 223, 262

Eskimos of, grief r.t denth of
those taken to Eng-
land, 240-1

Sealing post at, 385
Surrogate for, Prowse as (l8ll),

390
Whaling station at, antiquity of

position, 195
Oiiw Charles to Blanc Sablon,

proposed concession of
Fishing-rights between,
to the French (1856),
prevented byNi rfound-
land, 410-

1

to Cape Harrison, Newfound-
landers fishing l)etwecn
(1852) number as esti-
mated by Cochrane, 410

to Sandwich Bay, report of
fishery (1820), Robinson
on, 395, 396

Cape Chidley, 6«, 320
Banks along to White Bear Island

fishery, possible, on, 424
Fox on, 124-S
Named by Davis, 121-a
Possible landfall of

J. Cabot,
argument agamst, 27

"Tunnit" exodus to, Eskimo
tradition on, 13

Cape Cod, woods, soil, game, furred
and feathered at, 325

Cap de Bras or Gras, name for
N. E. point ofNewfouPd-
land l8th century, 51

Cape Farewell, lie of, when
approached from the
East, 68

CapeGrimmington, 130
Cape Harrison, American fishers

«(i852), 37S
Fishing at (1866), 414
Northern limit of Labrador,

(1862), 413
Pilotage beyond, not known in

1821., 315

495
Cape Harrison to Blanc Sablun,

Newfoundlanders fish-
ing between (1856),
numbers of, and lake,
4>o-ll

to Cape Charles, Newfouad-
Umlers fishing Itetween
(1852), number 04 esti-

mated by Cochrane, 410
to Sandwich Bay, American

fishers at (1852), 410
l-ape John, Fishery Protection

Senrice, set up at, aim
of, a success (1852), 410

French Shore between, and Cape
Rea, 347

llarlioLrs near, 348
Cape Lnbrador, Spanish name for

Cape Cnidley, 124
Cape of Mainland (Calw de Terre

Firme), 69
Cape Mugford, fishers north of,

(1875-6), 422
Oiant Octopus (Kraaken) seen

off, 29S
Cape Porcupine, Labrador, sandy

deposits near, 10
Cape Race, called Cavo de Ingla-

terra on La Cost
map, 30

Marked as Capo Raso ou "King "

map, 60
Sole name on Newfoundland,

in early maps, 61
Capo Raso, tee Cape lUce
Cape Ray, 221

to Quirpon Islands, coast open
to American fishers by
Treaty of 1S18., 365,
366

to Ramea Islands, American
Drying and Curing
privileges along, Hamil-
ton on, 372

Cape Rea, shore from, to Cape
John, yielded to the
French, 347

Cape St. Anthony, 62
Cape St. Charles Harbour, Civil

Court held at, 399
Cape St. Fran9ois, or Francis, 221

Civil Court held at, 399
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Cape Verde hludi, tti

Caplin fiih, uicd u b«it, 351
CuAmcll (Ice), Bsme 00 old m>pa

of Labndor, 70
Cubonesr Htrbour, 409

Cook'i turvey of, 198
CanboaCMtle.CaitwiJBht's house,

in Sandwich Bay, 24>->

Cuiboa deei of LAbndor. ste aiso

Reindeer

Antlen, l«rge, found by Cart-

wrwht, S42, n, 1

Attacked bv Pettilence. 301-3

DcmeiticAtion of(without magic),

uggeited by an un-

known, 135, 144
Hunted by Esklmoi, 38$
Intermittence in viiiti of, 302
Meat of, 146
Menace to, of Paper-pulp in-

dustry, 437
Moravian references to, s8i

Skins of, 136-7 i

Carleton, Governor of Quebec,
Duff's letter to, on York
Fort, 191

Request for Canadian fiahine

poets to be retained, 1 86,

refused by Palliser, 187

Carnegie, Andrew, Libraries given

by, for l^brador, 466
Carpunt {tit atso Quirpont). 231

Cartier at, 89
Haven at, 256, his meeting with

Eskimos, 257
Places so named ia Brittany, 75
Rut at, (1537), 51

Carta Marina of WaldseemuUer
(found by Fischer) on
Labrador, &c., 63, 63,

label on, 64
Carte de Verraxano (1539)1 o"

Lalwador as discovered

by the English. 96
Carteret, Sir Geo^e, and Hudson

Bay Co., 129

Cartier, Jacques, 151, at Blanc

Sablon, 77
Discovery by, of the St. Lawrence

river, 77
First Explorer of the Gulf of St.

Lawrence, 73

Cartier, Jacqoct (rMtV.) i—
Harbour named by, 76
Indians described by, 76-7> i6>

Maps of the Newfound lands

rior to, 56
his voyage (lS34)')>*

cussed, 73
Opposition to, of the St. Malbins,

reason nf, 36, 37, 74
Reference by, to Cape BonavisU,

33
Silent on Eskin -is, 18, 161

"Terre Neuve ' used by, for

both Labradorand New -

foundland, 33
Voyages of:—

in 1534, objective, 73, course,

75 it seq., return, 77
in 1535. course and extent

and discoveries during,

77,89
in 1541, course and events,

189-90
Cartwright family, the, 223

Cartwright, —, father of George,

liberality of, 339
Cartwright, Charles, his brother's

rhyming tetter to, on the

Eskimos, 331

Cartwright, Edmund, inventor,

&C., 223

Cartwright, Captain Geo^e,
appearance, manners,

and conversation of,

250 ; birth, family, and
early career of, 232

;

character, umplicity,

and generosity of, im-

positions on, 247 ; first

introduction to New-
foundland, and Labra-

dor, 199, 333, explora-

tions with brother, 223,

decision taken to settle

on Labrador, 323 ; busi-

ness plans and partners,

aoi, 203.333,229, 341,

247, 349, 383 ; as sports-

man, 223, his skill,

234*5, ^'-j '' hi> dwell-

ings iirst at Cape Charles,
223, 335, later at Sand-
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CMtwrijIii.C..,!. Gmt,(,mU.):-
wieh B«3r, J4I.JI ,h,
KineoniMluhini; bean,
u, >4l]i hii EUilcn,
343t u (luctur, 337-8, u
panon, judge, cxecu-
liuwr, &a, 1J8-9, a
«<xKi mm or hia hanHi,
32S-9, JJ3, hli journal,
umoiari2tfU a« to courM
and eventJ of liii life in
Labrador, 334 // jry, .

relationi with Eikimoi,
310, 311 , 335-6, 339.34,
hii own itatementi on
the subject, 311, 331^
373, ramiljr uken to
Encland 1^ him, 165,
3J4, their adventures,
335-9. fatal imall-pox
atlaclis and ipread of
infection on return, 340,
*t'. 3'0, 311, ,13,
410-7; the attacic of the
privateer Grimci, 344,
346-8, louofconieqiient,

«4S. 333, 333, other
alarmi and loues, 246,
383-3 ; trouble with
noble & Pinson I«guo
(<t* sie relatione with
creditori ittfi-a), 333,
roult of hi> Memorial,
*05, 333 : relations with
nil creditors, 347, 248-9

;

>|eparture from Labra-
"9'. 249, appointment
of, at Noltincham, his
popularity there, 349-50:
his death, 350

Advocacy bjr, of laming the
Caribou deer, 470

Caribou recordAntlersfound by,at
.

Sandwich Bay, 343, «., t
Evidence of, before the House of

Commons,onGreat Brit-
ain and Labrador, and
on his profits, 249, 1S4

Grant to, of Sandwich Bay, 391
Letter in rhyme from, 10 his

brolher,on the Eskimos,
331

3 K

INDEX
497

Carlwrighl.Capl. George i^mlj. ),_
Memoruil to B.)ard of Trade on

' ishenes and commern
of Labrador, ami on
pouesiion of a fishing

Men of.^diieriing to Crimea

Rivals of •« Nobles Pinion
I Ian of, r encouraging Trade of

wnbrailor, 333
Sneer of, at the .Moravians, 373
on Amenities of Sandwich

Bay, 342
on Christmas in Newfoundland

and I-abrador, 237
on Eskimo attitude to Eun.peai s

_ ,
,
"5, 3,14, 338 "^ '

on Eskimo objects of Trade, and
on lack of stimulus to
industry among them.

on Urimes doings on the Labra-
dor coast, 193, 244. r

on Seal fishery outfit, 336
on White Bears fishing for Sal-

mon, 32, 242-3
Cartwright, John (Major), reformer

and patriot, 333
on his brother's visit to London

with the Eskimos, and
on his character, 3w

Castle Bay (Chasteau. or Chateau
_ ,

?•»•) 70
Castlereagh, Viscount, 343
Cataia, Cataya, Cathay or Kathai.

icr China
Catalina Harbour (St. Katherine),

Cartier at, 75
Caubvick or Ksubvick, Eskimo

woman taken to Eng-
land by Cartwright, 335,
illofsmaU-pox, herhair
laved and the conse-
quences, 340-1, 311,
416-7

"^

Cavanagh, Lawrence, American,
Newfoundland fishing
law broken by (1774),

Cave men, Eskimo resemblance
to, 159

i

u
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CftTCDdiih, Sir Heniy,

LABRADOR
U.P., ihort-

by, of c)«-

btia in HooM of G>a-
inoM(i7«i-74),437

QutmplAin, Samuel dc, iiiknl m to

Brett, LAbrador, 79
Chappell, on Eikimoa at Laiuc-^

loup(iSi8), 31}
Chardol, fiihine ttani at, 147
ChariM, Cartwrignt'i lerranl,

death of, cold cndaic<l

by. ap
Chailci Bajr, Grimtt'a depredation,

in, 345
Charlei II., Hudson Bay Co.'b

charter granted by,

"M. 433
QufIm V, , Emperor, French ihipa

prevented bjr, from

Soing to Newfoundland
>r nihiiie, 36

Charleilown« 6ahenfrom, off New-
foundbiad(i645). 318

Cbarkvoix, P. F. X. de, silent

ai to Brest, Labra-
dor, 79

on Indian feuds with Eikimoa,

133, 166, 167

Charlotte, Queen, 336
Charter of Hudson Bay Co.,

granted by Charles II.

138, 433i scope of, 129
Chasteaux (Castle Bay). 70
Chateau BayMled aboChaateaux,

Chatteau, and York
Bay), 70, 37a

Cartier at, 75
Civil Court held at, 399
Cook's and Banks friendship

formed at, 199
Coughlan's sealing post at, 30^
as DepOt, Parkburst's suggestion

as to, 103, 107
Dracliardt and Hill at, 361-3

Eskimo of, peace made with by
PsTliser, 173, 174, 175,

s63, 374
First mentior of, and firsr

appearance on map, 74
Fisher^r nt (1804-6). 389
Geological formation, 10, and

6tness of name, 74

ChatMB Bay {rm/A) i—
Harbours in, blodi*houMs foe

Palliseroa, ill, 18a

Parkhurst on, 103
Jens Haven at, 3S7
Palliser at, EskioK) scare at

Banks on, 173-4
Posaibly Karlsefhi's Wonder

strand, 10

Seating at, Eskimos peaceable a
(174a). I $4

York Fort in (f.r), 337
Chatham, Earl of (the grwt)

oppoaitlon of, (oQuebe
Act (1774). 439

Chavltcau Map <i698), Bell Ba;

on, 153
Cheppelle, Lieut., on Riehery'

raids, and on Noble t

Pinson, 194
Chester, Grenfell's birthi^ace near

Chcynea (Cheines). S. Cabot
map once at, 47

ChicagoExposition, Eskimos showi
at, destitution on return

311, disease brough
back by, 313

Chidley, John, Cape.Chidley name<
after, by Davis, I3i*3

Chidley Peninsula, I3j

Chidleis Cape, ite Cape Chidley
Chimmo, Lieut., on date of fisl

strike at Ice Tickl

(1867), 38
Survey by, of Northern Labrado

coast (1866), 414
thanks to, from Mei
chants of St. John's, 41

Chimney Tickle, American intei

ference with fishery at

Gordon's complaint, 37
China (Cathay, Kathai), goal (

early trans-Atlantic vo)

«es, 19
Search for the North West Pai

sage to, 43, 43, 47, II

Eden on, m
Frobisher's voyage, 104, 105

"Kathai Company" forme
to seek, 105-8



INDEX
Oiiuluitjr intnxluad inloGma-

land, 3, 3, 7
iMRKluced into Ulifuloi, ni

Mofavians
ChiiMmu Eve olMcrvaaen, New-

foundland and Lab-
rador, <;. Carlwilrht
on, 327

CAmtitltt
pf Eustbim on laTaffei

... "Oni Terre Neure, 16
ChncltWwul triba or Eaklmoa,

numtiera or(t77j), Cur-
111 on, 170

[

Uiuckbock ifilie of Eikimoi, num-
bera of (1773), Cunh I

on, 170
I

Chureh of England, meroben of,
on Labiador (1&48),
430, Miisions lince car-
ried on among, 430-

1

Churchea built on Labrador ifier

_. ,,'*48.,430, 43"
Upango (Japan), vuions of John

Cabot concerning, 23
Cirnei, place-name, 70
Civil Court, Labrador, let up,

abotiihed, re-estah-
liahed, &c., 294, 367,
396-7, 398, 400, 407,
40S, 409. 4"7,4I9.4»I,
W. 443, 44S. 449-51,
470

Judges of, j« MacNeil, Patter-
son, Pinienl.Sweetland,
and Tucker

Civiliiation, fatal to Eakimoj,

, „. "' «"*' Eskimo*
Uark, Sir Andrew, 459
Clay (Argillor), place-name, 70
Chnlur, H.M.^. 448, at Main,

r-i .1.
„'»™ervoyag-aof, 290-1

Clothea, Eik'mo, 13, 38, 39, 64,
IJ9, l6t, 161, 211 307

Indian. 76, 162, 322, 323
Coan, Capt. W., on Eskimo

cliaracteristics, 168-9
Cochrane, Captain, French re-

moved by, from Belle
Isle (1852), 410

on numbers and location of
i

American fisherson Lab
rador (1852), 375,410

499

I

CochraM, Sis T., Instruclioas of,

I

Patterson, as first Civil

;

Judge, Ulitador, 397-8
Proclamation I.7, instituting and

regulating Uhrador
Civil Coutl, and its

<•
I At 1;"''I'.J97, 398-400

Cod - fiih (Stock - li,h), pa„im,
average annual esporl
of, from America
(1818.48), 374, md ,,,
Appanilia

Bait for, M Capelin, ,n,l
Herring, froien

at Belle Isle (1841), 408-9
Catch off Labr^ l.ir, estimated

(1826), 402
on Coast and in Rivers of Lab.

rador, 321, Davis un its

plentifulness, 119.20
Moravian reports on, 281, 2S4,

299 ' Eskimo taught to
catch for winter use,
285 ; consequence of
neglect of, 297

Moravian sales of, in St. John's,
306

Quantity caugl' unknown, 42$
Takes of, im Labrador fishery,

vessels engaged in, *c.
Total average annua! .vh

[tire. 1830), a; jr's

estimate, 4.^
Curing of, on Labrador, Curtis

on, 210
Date of fiihing for, 303
Demand lor larger sise, alleged

reason of decline of
American Labrador
fishery, 376

Exported or cjiight oflf Labrador,
statistics of, hiatus in,

412, awf/j^f Appendix
lixport of, firom Labrador(lS2o),

Robinson on, and Col-
onial Records on, dis-
crepancy between, 396

(1820), Macgregor on, 406
from Cl.S.A. (1830), Sabine

on, 404
Fishing methods, past and

pr.^aent, 406, 458

s
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Cod-fish (roff/dl):—

Fluctuating quftDtities of, 300,

302,306
High prices, in recent years, 423
Largest item in fLshing indus-

try, 413
Cod-fishery:

—

Bounty to British ships in, Fal-

liser on, 178-9, his Act
for, 186, M.I

Forbidden to American Whalers
by Palliser, his regula-

tions and their infringe-

ment, 214, 216, 31S,

337. 352. 371
Grand Banks and Labrador,

American Company
formed for, after war
of 1812., 356

localities of (see also Banks),

137. »5»

Hamilton Inlet, xhiefly worked
byAmericans(l82l),449

Hancock's Inlet, 324, 325
Iceland, 19, «.i

offjohn Cabot's "New l5le,"22

of Labrador

;

"free fishery" rules and, 436
injury to, from American

hsh-offal, complaints

(1765), 214 (1814), 352
(1821). 371

on American (1S06) fishing

methods, 389-90
in Newfoundland waters, 34
at Placentia, 146
in Straits of Belle Isle average

taketcrrf. l856)by New-
foundlanders, 410-11

record (1777), 244
United States, Sabine's statis-

tics, 335
Cod-fishers free to 6sh for Whale,2 1

S

Cod-traps, 406, 458
Codner, D., & Co., complaint of,

on drying, S:c. stages on
Labrador, 339, reply to,

defining American posi-

tion, i^.

Codner, William, & Co., English

firm in Labrador fishery

(1806), 389

Cod Roy, River, Brown's Fish-

ery, American offenders

at, 328
Coffin, Admiral Isaac, and his

?rftnt uf the Magdalen
stands fisherv, 338

Coffin, Captain Townshend, lease

by, of Magdalen Islands

fishery, 338
Cogswell, H. H., 364
Cold Gulf (Golfo Froit), 70
Coleman, of Covent Garden

Theatre, and the Es-

kimos, 236
Coleridge, Samuel Taylor, on

G. Cartwright's jour-

nal, 224
Collingham, Mr., Cartwright's

partner, 349
Collins, William, a fish merchant,

account of, with his ser^

vant, 184-6

Colonial idea in England, dawn of,

108-9, Froude on, 109

Colonial A^eeords, on Americar
fishers off Labradoi

and Newfoundland
{1819, 1820), 371

on Codfish export (1820), 396
on Nicholas Darby (1763), 200

Silent on Richery's raid, 192
Colonists {see alio Settlers], treat

ment proper for. Lore

North on, I S3
Columbus, Christopher, Cabot's pre

cedence over, in dis

covery of Mainland
America, 116

Lands found by, Cabot's dis

coveries and, Ayala'i

surmise, 57
Stimulus of his discoverie

to Portuguese ezplora

tion, 33
Source of his inspiration, 20

Colville, Lord, of the Northumber
land, and Cook, 198

retaking by, of St

John's, 198

Combes, Sieur de, letter of, fron

New France, Dawson'
translation, 79 et seq.

I !
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Compus • vsiiation in Hudson't
Straits, Ruyschon, 121,

«.l
in J. Cabot's time, investicatora

of, 28
in Latitudes of Labrador and

further North, confusion

caused by, 67, 69
Conception Bay, 71, 425

Distress and riots at (1816-7),
causes, 359

Fishers from, in Labrador fish-

ery, 451
Fishery failure, consequences of

(1806), 390
on Kunstman III. map, and in

reality, 62
Man-SD)U{^ling from, 319
Merchants of, Memorial of, on

conduct of Americans in

Labrador (1S06), 341,
consequences following,

342-3
Petition from, for Courts of

I

Justice on Labrador

0845), 409
Vessels from, in Labrador fishiiig

(182s), 402
Contraband {see also Man-smug-

gling) by American
tUhers in Labrador and
Newfoundland, 318-20,

342, 344, 346, 354
Convenion, effect of, on a Sor-

cerer, 282
Contarini, Mercantorio, on Sebas-

tianCabot'svoyageofex -

ploration, 4 1-2, 47, 49-50
Cook, Captain James, assistance

given by, to Haven, 257
Charts by, accuracy of, 199
Earlier career of, 197-8

Labrador coast surveyed by,

»97-9. 257
Observation by, of transit of

Venus (1767), 199
Voyage round the world, 199

Cook and Lane's map (1790),
Bradore on, 132, n, i

Cook and Lane's sailing directions,

still repeated, 199
Cooke, John, iia

Cooksley, Captain, Naval Surro-
gate, and Beard's ag-
gressors, 391

Co-operator, schooner built at St.

Anthony, 465
Copper, allured, in Labrador, 136
Coppermine river, Indians of,

Eskimos killed by, 167
CoppU dvne Ltttre envoyee de la

Nouvelle France ov Can-
ada, par U Siettr des
Combes (1609), transla-

tion byDawson, 79 #/jc^.

Coreali Corterati, or Cortercali,

name for south of New-
foundland on Carta
Marina of Waldsee-
miiller, 63, 64

Corte Real &mily, royal grant to,

of Newfoundland, 35
Voyages of, results as to Spanish

interests, 37
Corte Real, Caspar, Azorean, sent

by Emmanuel of Portu-

gal to seek the North-
west Passage, 33, 58,

59t countries reached

I'Vi 34. 55. 64, captives
taken, 34-5, 60, 66, con-
sequences, 35, problem
of his fate, 35, 59, 64

Exfteditions in search of, 33, 54
Labrador, not Greenland, seen

ijy. 52. 59. 71

Land&dl, supposed, of, 59
Landing at Notre Dame Bay,

71, name given by, 9
Maps showing discovery ac-

tually, and in fancy, 57
et seq.

No Written account left by, 56
Savage men, white bears, ani-

mals and fish brought
from Newfoundland, 64

Terre Verde named by, 59
Unable to land on Labrador, 53

Corte Real, Miguel, expedition of,

in search of Caspar, his

own fate, 35, 64
Explorations on Newfoundland

and Labrador coasts,

prolMble, 71

,'

W
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Coite Rol, Miguel (eaUil):—

and the Maps, Kultttman II,

60, and Kunstman III,

64
Cosmografhit UniverstlUy by

Thevet, tale in, of the

Straits of Belle Lie.

90, 93
Cosmography, by Ptolemy, famous

map drawn for, 62
Costa (Stra^ht Coast). 69
Cosway, Richard, portrait by, of

'* Perdita," 202
Cottonian Collection, Dr. Dee's

map, and statement in,

on English rights in the

New Lands, 108
Coughlan, Jeremiah, of Fc^o, in

partoeraUr with Cart-
wright, 2.-J, 38a

Trading ventures of, in the Seal-
fishing, 203, 383

on the Privateers, his defeat of
Grimes, and on Noble
& Pinson, 333

Outlying establisnmeots of,

ao3. 382
Hooper,Coughlan & Hooper, Labrador

firm, 383
Countess o/Effingham, Cartwright's

vessel, commandeered
by Grimes, 245, retaken
and restored, 246 ; loss

of, 247
Courtemanche, Au^stin, Legar-

deur, Sienr de, 470,
first French settler on
Labrador, 131 ; ap-

pointed Commandant
of the Coast of Lab-
rador, 154 ; glimpse of,

in Lair's letter, 147-8

;

grant to, 79, renewed,

134; fishing and trading

rights, 134 ; life at Bay
Fhelypeaux, 131-2, de-
scribed by an un-
known, 135, 137-8 ; re-

lations of, with the

Eskimos, 133-4, 140,

147-8, 149-50; relations

with Montagnais In-

Courtemaoche, Augustin, Legar-
denr, Steur de {eonid.):—

dians, 132, 137, 150

;

settlement of, ruins of,

error as to, 79; death
of, 150

Courtemanche, Mme. de, 150,
Lair's letter to, on Es-
kimo menace to Bay
Fhelypeaox, 147-8

CourtemaBche, Mile, de, 148, 150
Courtemanche, Sieur de (an-

other), 153
Covent Garden Theatre, Cart-

wright's Eskimos at,

236
Cowper, William, on concessions in

the Treaty of Paris, 93
Cozens, Mi., visit ol, to Hamilton

Inlet (1835), 393, and
to Moravian mission-

aries, 428
Ciaig, Sir J, H., Governor of

Lower Canada (1809),
HoUoway's letter to, on
rights of French grant-

holders inLabrador,44

1

Cranmer, Archbishop, and the

Cartwright fiimily, 223
Crantz, on the fate of the aban-

doned Greenland colon-

ists, 4
Crefeld, Eskimo child's death

at, 310
Crews {see also Man-smug:^Iin^),

return of to Britain, in*

sistenceon, 3i6; rwula-
tions on, evaded by
New England fishers,

318-20
Crocodile, H.M.S., on Fishery Pro-

tection Service ( 1840-1),

375.408
Crofton, Captain Ambrose, on

Amerians in the Labra-
dor fishery (1798),

335'6, their poaching in

rivers, 336
on the British fishery on the

Magdalens (179S), and
its American competi-

tors, 3367
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Crofton, Capt. Ambrose (c/mid.) :—
on Eskimos of Southern Labra-

dor (1798), 211-3, bis

forecast not realized, 2 1

2

on Man-smunFting into America
(I7W. 319-20

on takine possession of Temple
Bay, 193-4

CrouieoH regum Anglia, ms., refer*

ence in, to John Cabot's

second voyage, 24
Croque Harbour, 192, Palliser's

notice to the French
at, 177

Cross, James, President and si&;na-

tor of the Memorial on
the Boundary dispute, of
the St. John's Chamber
of Commerce, 453

:owdy, Dr., sent by Newfound-
land Government to

vaccinate Montagnais
Indians (1874), 44J

Cuba, discovered by Columbus, 57
Cumberland Inlet, American

Whalers deserting fiom,

at Okak, behaviour
of, 303

Eskimos of, words used by
for dwellers inland, and
for Indians of Labra-
dor, 13

Curlew, at Cape Cod, 335
Flocks of, disappearance of,

from Labrador, 302
Current from Hudson's and Davis

StraitSt ice borne by, 324
off Labrador, trend of, Atkins

and others on, 326
Curtis, Lieut. Rc^r, chart by, of

Labrador coast, 209
Reports on Labrador ci/ed, 209- 1o
on Eskimos in Labrador (1773),

169-70

on misconduct of New England
Whalers, 332

on the Moravians at Nain (1773),
269, 270

on Newfoundland fishers off

Labrador (1772), settle-

ment of, advised by
him, 381

Cusaek, Rev. E., visit of to Straits

of Belle Isle {1840), 42S
CymMitu, performed for Cart-

wright's Eskimos at

Covent Garden, 236

DalUOUSIE, Earl of, Memorial to,

of Nova Scotian L^is-
lation, on Renewal of

Fishery {ffiviteges to

Americans(i8i8},363<4
Darby, Nicholas, father of ''^Per-

dita," trading career of,

in Labrador and after,

aoo, 202-3, 383
Haven's meeting with, 257
House of, at Cape Charles,

utilized by G. Cart-

wright, 333, 335
Petitions to Board of Trade,

grounds of, and re-

fusal, 204-5

Whaling station of, Cape Charles,

195. 223, affray at, with
Eskimo, 201, 362

Darby, Thomas, and his descend-

ants, 200 An.i
Dark Bay (Baio Oscura), 70
"Dark days," in Canada, causes

of, 197
Darling, Governor, Labouchere's

despatch to, assertion

in, of Rights of New-
foundland (1856), 411

Visit of, to Labrador coast,

(1856), 4i»
Dartford, Kent, Assay-works at, 107

Gilbert's departure froir . iii

Dartmouth, Devon, 39I1 <
' S

Davis's return to, 123

Ship Adventurers from, in

Labrador, 380
Dartmouth, Earl of, Cartwright's

Petition to, re his Sal-

mon fishery, 332, 239,
his Plan for Encourage-

ment ofTrade of Labra-
dor, sent to, 233

Davis Inlet, Atkins' visit to,

331, 323
Exploration of, ordered (17S6),

384-5
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N

Davii, Jobn. believer in the North-
west Passage* 123

High latitude reached bv, 119
Greenland re-discovered by, 4,

Voyages in search of Nor'.n-West
Passage, 118, lao-a

on the Eskimos of Greenland,
their love of music and
games, 164, their skill

as boatmen, 156
on Eskimos of Labtador, trea-

cherous attack by, 164
Davi;, Samuel, Darby's petition

Davis Str'Jls, 158, 221, Atkins*
voyage to (i 739), 321

Ice irom. Current beaiing, 324
Western side, Eskimo migration

from, to Greenland, 160
Dawson, Dr. S. E., Investigations

by, on Compass varia-
tion, temp. ]. Cabot, 2S

Position of Brest (Labrador) de-
termined by, 77, 78

Translation by, of the Sieur de
Combes' letter from
New France, 79 ei sef.

De La Rue, Sieur, at Forteau,

147
De Quettville & Co., Jersey firm in

Labrador fisheries, 383,
389.419

Alcohol supplied by, to em-
ployees, 411-2

Dc Tierney, St. John's retaken
from, by Amherst and
Colville, 198

Dean & Co., firm trading and fur-

ring at St. Francis,

^ ,

(1784-5). 385
Death and Burial Customs.

Eskimo, 15
JDffodes, by Peter Martyr, Eden's

translation, references

in, to Labrador, and
quotation from others
thereon, 66-7

Dicouvtrte de T"*-'-' Ntttve^ by
H. Harrisse, 27, iro

on English claim to Newfound-
land, 93

Dee, Dr. John, connection of, with
" The Company of

Kathai," 105, 100
Diary of, eUtd, I09-I0, on Gil-

bert's Newfoundland
expedition, iii,h.i

Labrador granted to, lia
Statement by, on Rights of

England in the New
Lands, and map, 108,
109-10

Deer (jm also Caribou, Reindeer,
and Stag?) at Cape
Cod, 32?

Denmark, Colony from, in Green-
land, destroyed, 139

Communications between it,

and Iceland and Green-
land, 5

Expelition from, to Greet.^

land, 123
Dennys, John, a Frenchman,

voyage of, to *'Terre
Neuve," 36

Deptford, Krobisher's departure
from, 104

Desclier's map, 62, and congen-
ers, uncertainty in,
on Labrador and Green-
land, 67

Desliens map, the, 62, trend of
Greenland as shown on,
68,69

Daeription ef the Islands ef tht
Norths section of Adam
of Bremen's Vook deal-
ing with None voyages
to America^ 5

Diary of Dr. Dee, cited 109-10,
III, ».i

Digges Island, Eskimos of, attacks
by, on Hudson's and on
Button's crews, 124

Dighton, Mass,, Indian picture-

writing at, mistaken for

runic inscription, I

Discovery ejjuivalent to ownership,
in 16th century, 103

Discovery^ vessel of Button, Hud-
son, and Weymouth,
126, later used by Gib-
bon, 127
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Diseovery 0/ AnuruA, by H. Htr-
risK, 37

Diicovtrm of the Nantmen in
Ameriia, by Fischer,

supporting their voy-
agef, 3

Disney, Rev. H. P., second Church
of England Missionary
on Labrador, 430

Distemper attacking Dogs in Labra-
dor, 295

Mysterious nature and spread of,

301, 304, other animals
attacked by, 303

Divers Voyages (Hakluyt, 1599
edition), map in, on
the Cabots' discovery

of Labrador, 26
Dobbieg,Capt., and York Fort, 190
Documints AtUhttUiques de la ^

Marine Normande, by
E. Gossilin, cited on
the ebb and flow of the
Norman fishery in the
New World, 89

Doddinge, Dr. Edward, on Catig-
hou^he and his wife,

Eskimos brought home
by BVobisher, 163-4

Dogs, Eskimo, 334, 335 ; Dis-
temper attacking, 395,
304, mysterious nature
and spread of, 301-2,
nui-ibers, 307

DemtHus Vohiscum^ ship, 51
DongeoD, Sieur du, Governor of

Brest, Combes on, 83,
86,88

Dorchester, Earl of, and Mag*
dalen Islands fishery

grant, 338
Dormer & Richards, English firm

in Labrador fishery

(1806), 389
Dorset, Marquis of, Wolsey as

chaplain to, 49
Double Island Harbour, settlers

at, 394
Drachardt, Christian, Moravian,

companion of Ha-'cn,
360, 266; with Hill,

Eskimos found by, at

Drachardt, Christian {cmtd. ) :—
Chateau Bay, the Gospel
preached by him, 261 -3

;

sent to work at Nain,
268, 369 ; his preaching
there, 367

on the graves of Krhardt and bis
companions, 253

Drake, H.M.S., 361
Draper, Chief Justice, 444
Drapers Company, and expedilioni

to the New Lands, its

caution and distrust of
S. Cabot, 4S-50. 96

Dronthcim, Archbishop of, attempt
by, to search for lost

Greenland Colony, 4
Druce river, 86
Drying and Curing privileges of

American fishers un-
der Treaty of 1818.,

366, 369
under Treaty of Paris, 334,

337»33S, limitations, 339
on the Magdalen Islands,

337. 338. 374
not used (1823), Hamilton

en, 373
Stations for, hired by Americans

on Labrador, 338-9
Ducks, at Cape Cod, 333
Duff, Admiral, on uselessness of

York Fort, igi
Du Pont's map, 17th cen-

tury, 32
Durell, Captain, visit Ji, tr

Cartwright (1777), 246
Dutch fleet, Massachusetts fishing

vessels taken by, 319
Duties, collection of, on L«brador

(1840), 37S. appoini-
ment of Magistrates
for, Finlay on (1852),

375-6
by Newfoundland, 445

debatable ground included in

collecting area, 443
difKculties encountered in,

407-S, 411
Spanish and Italian, on British

fish, J59
Dwellings of Eskimo, 64

lit
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Eagle,

LABRADOR
H.M.S., Palliier and
Cook on O755), 197

Ear/ a/ DartmaufA, Tit, one of
Cartwright't veuclt, 24

Earthqiuket, ihockt on Labrmdor,
38j> 395, 300

Eutport. Mune, filbert from, 376
EecltjUutitai History^ by Hovrley,

fii4ti on Roman Catho-
lic religioiu Jurisdiction
over coast of Labrador,
428-9

EclipM Itland, traces of Cook
on, 199

Eden, Richard, references by,
to Labrador, authors
Quoted by him, 66-7

Silent on John Cabot, 25
on S. Qtbot's Arctic voyage,

^.. 43. 44
£ai/j et Ordonnamces of Quebec,

silent as to Brest, Lab-
rador, 79

Edward VI in hii foumal, on
French fishers in New-
foundland, 36

Edward VII, decoration given by,
to Grenfell, 473

Egeria, H.M.S., trespassing Am-
erican Whalers seized

by, 361
Egerton M5S., Cavendish's notes

of debates among, 4^7
Egerton Portulan map, treating

" New lani^s " as
Asia, 63

Egg<collecting, Eskimo season
for, 301

Eiderdown, birds furnishing, Lab-
rador, 137

Elizabeth, Queen, English claim
to Labrador and New-
foundland dating from,

32, her enquiry as to title

aad Dr. Dee's state-

ment, 108, 109-10
Interest of,in Frobidier'svoyages,

104, 105, loS
Letters patent granted by, to Sir

H. Gilbert, for coloniz-
ing, &c., in America,
108, no. III

Elizabeth, Queen (cenitL) \—
Navigation Act of, aims and torn

of, 99
Wish of to see Calighoughe, 164

Elliott, Hugh, 39
Elliott, General, and Darby, al

siege of Gibraltar, 303
Elliott, Governor of Newfound'

land* instructed to ex-

plore Davis Inlet

(1786). 384-5
Eisner, Brother, Moravian* letter

to, from Abraham, an
Eskimo exhibited in

Europe, 310-1
Elson & Co., eronloyers ol

T. Darby, 300
Emigration, Sir H. Gilbert on, 1 10-

1

Emery & Best, Jeney firm in Lab-
rador fishery (1806), 389

Emmanuel of Portugal, expedition
sent by, to seek North-
West Passage, 33

Expedition sent to seek for traces

of the former, its fate,

, 35.58,59
Grant from, of Newfoundland, to

Corte Real family, 3$
Grant from, to Pero de 'Bar-

cellos, 54
Share taken on Portuguese fish-

ing-voyages to New-
foundland, 35

England, 355, Cart<%raphical back-
wardness of, 97

Demand in, for Halibut, present
source, possible Labra-
dor supply, 425

Eskimos brou'^ht to, hv Anglo-
Azorean expecuticn, 71

by Cartwright, 234-41,

310, 416
by S. Cabot, 38-9, 40, 161
exhibited in, at Olympia, 312

Sovereignty of over Labrador,
New jundland, and
Canada declared by
Treatyof Paris, 95, 433-4

West Coast, Fishing voyages from
to the New Lands,
reason for asserting con-
tinuity of, 95 et seq.



England and Fnnce, Labradoi
divided between, 433

English absence from Labrador
fishery and ftit trade

(1765). Falliseron. 3S0
Atlases, showing Labrador as de-

pendency of Newfound-
land (circ. 1774), 440

Claim to Newfoundland and
Labrador, bases of, 33
ti pravu 57. 93-7,
<". 433

Discovery ofLabrador,accredited
by early 16th century
man, 26, 17, 29, 62,
and by Ribero, 11

Controversy od use made
of, consequences and
authorities, 93-7, 112

Eskimo first seen by, 3o>9, 42, 161
Firms, in Labrador &be^, 404

Objections to paying Duty or
Revenue, 407-8, 417-8

Fishers, Iceland, 19, 20, 22, 99
Labrador, 95 <r/ m^,, 118, 166

et passim
at St. John's {circ. 1583), few

but dominating, 102,

»03. "3-4
Forts (JM also Blockhouses and

York Fort) in Hudson's
Bay, 136

Literature, earliest references
in, to the Discovery of
America, 44-6

Marine, growth of, ^
Merchants in Newfoundland

Fishing trade, desire of
for assimilationofLabra-
dor regulations to those
of Newfoundland, 384

Navy, and the *' narrowseas," 48
Labrador as a nursery for, Palli-

ser's views, 177-83,362
protection by, for fishing fleets

from the " New found
lands," 50

N^Iect of Newfoundland fisheries

in sixteenth century, 36
Occupation ofLabrador, Eskimos

at time of, character
and numbers, 169, 171

INDEX 507

English absence from Labrador
fishery {could,)—

Rights in America, limits of,
Haieson, 113

Rule over Labrador as a whole,
established by conquest
of Canada, 95,433-4

Seamanship, superiority of, testi-

monies to, and in*

stances, 97-9,104
Settlers in Labrador, discouraged

by Palliser, 177, 178,

183, 189, 262
Evicted from French district

{1785). ^49
Ships, visit of, to Hispaniola

{1^27), 131

Slackness in exploration, 93-4,
ioo*i, 113

Voyagers to New Lands, friendly

policy of, to natives, 165
Englysh PolUy, Tkt, to Keep the

Soas, 15th century
poem, reference in, to

Eoglishtrade in Iceland,

Iff, n. I

Engrcentandt, stt Greenland
Ephraim, an Eskimo murderer,

arrest and punishment
of, 313-4

EpistU Dedicaiorie to Divtrs Voy-

ageSf by Hakluyt, rtftf,

93-4
Erhardt, John Christian, a Mora-

vian, desirous of estab-

lishing mission to Lab-
rador Eskimos, 25•3,
mystery of his fate, 353
^n.i, 278

Eric, first Bishop of Greenland,
search of, for Vinland, 2

Eric the Red, 6, banished from
Iceland, discovery of
Greenland, 3, his name
for it, reason for, 2, 53

Saga of, on Norse voyages to

America, 5
date, 5
relative authenticity, 7

Erskine, Lord, on Cartwright's case

against Noble & Fin-

sun, 249

W
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Eikimnux Indiani, French writer

on.ciVA^byBcrnftrd, 320
Eskimeanx Shore, or Coast of

Labrador, Bernard on.

3*0, «i, 336
Eikimo laland, Hamilton Inlet :—
Eskimo skeletons on (i860),

probably Kaubvick's
victims, 416-7

Slaughter at, of Eskimo by
Indians, alleged, 166

Whale 'bone edcA$ found on,
Banks on, 196

Eskimo, ri»cr of the, 137
Eskimos or Eikimeaux, General

References, see also

Skraelings
Amphibious lifu of, 156
Characteristics, 393-4

Arrc^ance, 4, 13, 165,

334, 338
Feroaty, 4, 8, 9, 13, 16,

165, A tte Murders by,

infra
TdlencH, 282, 394
Improvidence, 279, 3S2, 384,

aSs, 295
koveoiMusic, l64t 165, 281,

»93. 294
Treachery, 163, 164, 165,

171, 191 »i passim
modern views of, favour-

able to, 168-9, ex-

ceptions and their

causes, ib.

Civilization, disastrous to, 159,
202, 3I3-3, 340, 372,
278-9, 293, 296, 304,
306, 307, 3IO-4

Death and Burial customs,

15.213
Economy of, Seals in, 17, 18,

39. 155.284,385,303.4
Whales in, 39

effect on geographical dis-

tribution of the race,

17, 18

Evolutionary status of, 159
Fatality to, of Small-pox, 203,

24a, 241, 310
First described in Icelandic

Sagas, 161

Eskimos or EsUmeaux {contd.)—
Identified with Skracding

(q.v.\ 8, 9, aathon
reasons, i6-8

Langoage, constructive affinit;

practical unity of, ic6-8

357> what this indi

cates, 158
Rink's deductions from, a

to origin of race, 158-1

translation into, by Mora
vians, 27O, 381, 289

words, apparently of Norsi

origin, 4
for fctfeigners, 4

Locale, range, and occupation:

of, 29, 156; discussed

160; on what depend
eat, 17, 18, 161

Meaning and origin of Names
156, 166

Mentioned as coou smith!

{cire, 1715!, 139
Migrations, true route fron

Labrador to Green
land, 13

Nomadic habits of, ste Migra'
tions, infra

Origin and history "if, 15C

«/ seq.

Origins
'

' -me of, Boas on, 160,

Rink on, 158-9
Physiqne, deductions ii

t5<*» »59
and Seal, parallel between,

Traditions on Alien nation

expelled by ancestors

from Labrador, Rin'.

on, 12^
on the Fate of the abandoned

Greenlanders, 4
on Origin ofGreenlanders, 12

on Rained non-Eskima
houses on islands ofi

I^brador, 14, 15
on Stone ruins at Boothia,

Felix Amundsen on,

15 A «.i

on Various tribes, and on a

Uniped, 152
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Esklmotor Eaklmeaax—(fM*/^-):—
Wcftpons, 13. 39. 64, pructical

identity of, thiouEhout

entire race, l^
fireums superseding origi-

nml wcHpon^ Atnong,

an. 304
EtkimoSi Asiatic, mi(;Tants from

New World to Old,

158, R^'i theory,

158-9

Eikimot of Digges' Isle, attacks of

on Hudson's, and on
Button's new, 124

Eskimos of Gieentand,
Davis's experiencet with,

119, 164
First appearance in Norse

Colonies, ftiTOcity of, 3,

160, 161

Football played l>y, Davis

on, 164
Houses, use of stone in, 13,

13* M
Migrants from West side of

Davis's Straits. 160

Stone implements and weapons
of, 13

Traditions of, on Norsemen,
date of earliest, 15

on their own origin, 157

Unknown to those of Labra*
dor. 157

Eskimos of LAbrador (set a/so

under Hamilton Inlet),

77. »54, I9>t 404
Acceptance by of Moravian

deed of settlement at

Nain, 267
Advances toward civilization

and Christianity, 2, 3, 7,

11,263, 278-9,381,282,

285, 2U9, 392, 294, :.96,

304, 307,316, a striking

instance, 297
improved condition of {iirc.

I772-98}, causes of,

210-1

Crr'^Dn on, 211-2

due to Cartwright, 21 1, 331

due to Moravians (^•v.),

211. 213, 331

Eskimos of Labrador {ccmtd. ) :
—

Attacks on Coast stations, 147,

149, 150-

1

on Davis, 120

on Fiobisher, 104, 163
on Hudson's mutineers, 134

on Knight's crew, 121

Basque and Breton Whalers
ruined by, 133

Called Man-eaters, by Knight,

"3
Canoes and Bot:ts -.if (»< a/so

Kayaks), ty)

numbers of {1876), 307
Cartwright's intercourse with,

3I0,=II, 335-6, 229-31,

340-1, 273, his as-

cendancy, how estab-

lished, 234
Characteristics {see also above,

under General Refer-

ences), excuses for, 168

thievery, 148, 149, 150-1,

168, 233
uncleanliness of, Cartwright

on, 226
an unknown on, 139, 140,141

Christianizing of entire popu-

lation, effected by
Moravian missionaries,

263
Clothes of, 13, 38, 139, 145,

161, 162
European preferrel, 211,

278, 307
Condition and tastes when met

byCrofton(l798), 211

Courtemanche's relations with,

133-4. 140, 147-8, 149-50
Curtis on, 270, his plea tor

better treatment, 20
Customs and habits of, Mor-

avian difficulty in chang-
ing, 281

Darin's design of civiliring,

200, how failed, 201

Described by the unknown,
his theory on origin

of, r *9, and on ferocity

of, ib.

Depicted as Demons on
Maps, 162

1

i
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EikimM of Labrador (rm/tf.) :—
DUcAMt attacking, 300

Epidemici, 304
InHuenia, 396 1

Measin, 193( 114 !

SweaiinK and Vomiting sick-

nm, 393 I

WhoopiDK cough, 306, 314
DiscRWfl criminally intro-

j

duccd amons, retulu
!

of» 3'3i 3i3i 4>7 '

Dogi of, 334, diitemper among,
>95* 30i> called "lou

I

of Bcnae disease," 304
in London, 335
numbers Dr(i876), 307

|

Dwellings,changein(i876),307
I

Stone rormerly unused in, 13
J

Enslaved by Grimes, 345 1

Extinction of, causes of, 313-3, '

379, 437, checked hy
j

Moravians, 211, 313, I

363, 379, 316, 427
Feuds of, with Indians, 133,

140. l65-7t 167-8, 297
Fights with fishermen, soi,

3I9> 355, 363
First convert, 371
First encounter with White

men, approximate date,
160, 161

Food of, 39, 38, 39, 133, 156,
i6t, 284, 385

Caitwright on, 335-6
Courtemanche on, 133
European, desired, si 1,378,

^ . ,_
304. 307

Frightened by Haven's pass-
port, 356

Heathen, 305, resorting to
Okak, 393

in the South, to the end, 313
How hindered from joining

those at Nain, &c., 383
and Hudson Bay Co., 169,

305. 407
Ignorantofuseoffishingnetsand

of snares, 29, 30, 384-5
Influence on of Moravians

(?•».), 305
Legislative protection for,

needed, 313, 427

Eskimo! of Latwador (rmA^) :—
Menace of, to Bay Phelypeaui

Lair on, 1478, fire-

arms of, 149
Migrations of, bi-yearly, Ac,

39t 138. 158, 160, 165-6,
171, a6l, 371,374

objections of the Moravians,
WMOBs of, 371, 373-3

Moravian Mission to, proposed,
35i->!>tarted, 169, 354
*t Iff., 368, 438, ant/
let under Moravian

on Moravian tetllemenis, esti-

mated numbers of—
1801., 375
i8ia, 386
1831., 389
1828., 393
'835-. 395
1840., 396
1850,, 39S
i860., 303
1880., 309
1890., 314

Murders by, 104, iso, 124,

>33> 1391 201, 368, 373,

, ,, 283, 307, 313
of Nain, delight at Martin's

visit, 390-1
relations with Moravians,

267-9, Curtis on, 370
Not mentioned by Cartier, 161
Not mentioned by Roberval, 162
Objects of Trade among, and

lackofstimulus to indus-
try, Caitwright on,39-30

Palliser on, 331
Pclliser's Orders far Estab-

lishing Communication
with, 171, text, 172-3.
191, sale of alcohol pro-
hibited, 173

Palliser's peace made with,
17a, 174, 175. 262, 374

in Paris, sad letter from, 310-1

1

Plans for civilizing and using,
140-

1

Plurality of Wives among, 394,
reasons for, 271, pro-
blem of to Brethren,
383, 283
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Eiklmot of Labrador (cMtitf. ) :—

Population, atimain of—
iSth century, early, 374
1763-. 169-70
I77i-,a74

1798., 2i», 313
1861., 303

Prlioneif made by Courte-

manche, 149-50
bjr Darby, aoi

Result to, from anival of fint

Anwrican trading rei-

•eb at Hopedale, 413
Skill in chase ascribed to by

an unk< own, 1

boots
^n. I

Skin boots made 2?. 399

Sole French mention of, Ber*

nard on, 330
Sorceren, a good and a bad,

383, 283
South Labrador and Straits nf

Belle Isle not frequented

by, at time of discovery,

160, 163, 165
Taken to England, &a, i6th

century, 38-9, 43, 59,
66, 71, 163, 164

18th century {set a/sa

MikakK 201, by Cart-

wrigbt, their experi-

ences, fate, and its con-

sequences, 334 et seq.f

340, 341, 416-7
Taken to Europe, 19th cen-

tury, evil results, 309
€t siq.^ protest, and
plea for legislation,

3»3. 4*7
Terror caused by, till English

occupation, 169, 357
methods employed, 17 1*

Banks' storr on, 173-4
Thefts from, 258, by New-

foundland fishers, 308
by runaway Whalers, 303

Trade articles providabfe by,

29, 30, 141

Trade with, privileges and
duties of^Fishing Admi-
rals, 174, 175, 189,

216, Z17

EskisKia of Labrador {(»ntJ.

)

:

—

Trade of Moravians with and
for, aims of, 379-80,
attitude of the na-
tivin, 380, credit abuse,

and diHicuHiea con-
nected with, 306, 307-8

Trading of, with Europeans,
methods and results,

378.9
Traditions of, on Norsemen,

data of earliest, 15
Treatment of, t)y Fishermen,

Faliiser's Jie^hfalions

on, 1 74-5

Under Newfoundland rule

{1763), 435
at Ungava Bay, friendly to

Moravians, 287
Weapons, see abavt^ under

Uenernt References

Whaling by, in kayaks, 385
Woman, "surgerie" of, 163,

at Hopeilale, 457
Women, married by Europeans,

376, 3S4, 430
Yearly sequence of occupa-

tions, as directed by
Moravians, 303-4

Eskimos of Newfoundland
Clothes. 64, 162

Dwellings, 64
Paintine of Faces by, 64
Sale 01 Alcohol to, forbid-

den, 313
Stone implements of, 64

Esquimaux Bay, Land at, granted

to Moravians (1769),
Older granting, 363-6

Estienne, Henry, publisher of

CkronUUs of Rust'
iius, 3G

Estotiland, title to, of Queen Eliza-

beth. Dr. Dee on,

109 d: n. I

Ethnological and linguistic specula-

tions on the Eskimo of

Labrador, 139
Europe, Eskimos taken to, 38, 39,

42. 59, 66, 71, evil re-

sults, 163, 164, 165,

202, 334, 2^0, 34I> 309

li

U
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*" MBRADOR
Enroft (<mM) s—

" W, 4l6-r, pnXM,
•M plc« lac lejIiUlioii,

Fish Durkcls of, NcwfoundUnd
monopilv of iluclni'
WMl, 3jS

Euroimii contact, iliuilvaiil>|^>uj
to Eikimoi, 279, igj,
304. 305. 309 13, one
tixxl rnull, 181

Foo<l, Clolhra, 4c., Eskimo ile-

•ire for, III, a;8, 2jg,
304, effect^ 307

Mirkcu foi UbrtJor fi>h got hjt

o .. ,.- ..
''** Englanden, 315

Ev,l (Millie), „.„e on old niip of
Labrador, 70

Exeter, Ship Advenlureri from. In
Labrador, ^tio

Eihlbltioni in Europe and America,
Eiklmoa taken to,
diRaatroiu consenuencet,
309- '3. pica ,'or pre-
ventive leiiilaiion, 3:3,
427

^

E»pcditioni, mapa and chart!
taken by, and added to,

561 57
Exploit! Ri,„, Newfoundland,

Beothuk natives from,
ensiavei! lij Corte Keal'i
expedition, 34.5

Expedition up, of the Cart-
Wrights, M3

eicflcralimscu Ikt Lalradar CkisI
by H. Y. Hinde, 431

FABYAirs Cirmii!,, on the first

Anglo-Azorcan expedi-
tion, 38

Fagundex, JoUo Alvarex, letier-

c „ I
patent granted to, 35

Falle k Durrell, Jersey firm
in Labrador fisheries

(1806), 389
Faro liilands, 144
Faultm, Gilbert's ship commanded

by Raleigh, 1 1

1

Favmril,. H.M.S., Fishery I'ro

lection ship (1820), 3159

Fernandei, Francisco, and hli

«

panions, joint expi
lions from Bristol

Newfoundland 37
itf.t 39

Fernsndei, JoJo, and the dlicti%
and name of Labrad
=9.3|,37«r^.,

and the "King "map, a augg
.ion, 60, *f. I

Letters patent grante! to,
Henry VII., 54

fcild, Anglican BI«hop of Nc
foundland, 438, 420

> nil to Labrador (1848), 429.1
missions started thei
430-1 : witness
the Ubnidor fish<

_ , ,
('»S6). 410

rerrylandi 33

1

Fetter Lane, MorayUn church in.si
(iclj Bay, 157

•

Fifty-secund pawllel, lection
LauTRjor coast alon,
retraiuferied to Cai
«<ta, 441

Figurative PUn by W. Sax, illu

tratiDK areaofLabradi
reannexetl to Canac
(1825), 441

Finlay, J., od Arr-ncan fi^hef i

"*bfa. (1853) an
on Cjtiectiun of Dutii
from, 375

Firearms, used hy Eikimoa (177
.

and after), 211, 104
fischer. Prof. Joseph, s.j., b«

liever in Norte voyagei
to America, 2

Aiaps found by, at Wolfee
Cattle, 62, 63

"

Fish and Marine animalt. JMCape
lin, Cot), Halibut. Her
ring, Salmon, \ .out
Ac, set alia Octopus

„ _. .
Whales, and^f\\%

Fish days "statutory, !Ol
Fish of I,Abra(lor:—

Clas'iea of, 458
on Coast and in Rivers of, 321,

ue also under Names

I I



INDEX
Ftih of UbiaUor i—

cUte for itriklDg cout, aS
of NcwfeundUntli 64

FUh, purchu« of forbidden to
Americani by Treaty
of I'arii, 143, 344, 3CJ

inalcftfl of catching, Act of

«. . _ >54a lo prcvcat, 100
Flih Trap, laTcntcd by Whiteley,

how ttMd, effect on
meti't characters, 458

Fiihefy(ie»), English. AcU of Par-
liament dealing with,

99 " itq.

in HudKin'i Straits Included in
Charter of Hodson Bar
Co., 139

FUhcry Protection Service, 360,
365* 4 >o, instructions to,
on enforcing American
obedience to 'ocal fish-
ery laws, 367.8

Reports of, on Labrador fishery

(1850-70), 41a tt uq.
Strengthening of advised by

Milne {1840), why, 375
Fuhtry Rtgulations iuued by Palli-

Mr for Labrador, Anti-
costi, Magdsleni and
Whale Fishery. April

Fishers, foreign, difficulties of Mora-
vir.n" incrcMed by
dvance of noilli-

wards, 373
Interests of, safe-guarded in

SuiU of land to
oravians, 291 -2

of Labrador under Newfound-
land rule (1763), 435

Palliser's Act desired to aid,

the condition previous
to it, 184

Wages of, a typical account, 184-6
Fishing Admirals, Acts appoint-

ing, limits of, 306-7
Duties and privil^es of. 174,

216. 317
as magistrates. 303, 304
Palliser on, 174. 189

Palliser's iiutructions to, as to
Eskimos, 174-5

a I

5»3
Fishing Privileges. American, ut

American da.

Fbhing Ship Harbour, settlers

Fishing stations, Labrador, usurfwd
by foreigners, 304

Fitch I Inlet, Bernard on. 333
Flatty Aw», laga. on None voy.

rto America, date
. i, relative authen-

ticity of, 7
"Floaters" defined, 413
of Labrador, 457-8

neglect of, 458
Florida, French and Spanish

colonies north of, Hud-
son, 113

S. Cabot's coasting voysfe to. ay
Wine of, Combes on. 87

Florida ic Hudson's Straits, area of
North America claimed
by EngUnd in virtue
of Cabot's discoveries,

^
Monson's view, 1 16

Flower s Cove, co-operative Stores
at, 465

Fogo, Knight at, 133
PerltittsandCoughUn'sestablish-

ment at, 303, 333
Fongo, mythical city, fe
Food of Eskimos, raw, 39, 38, 39,

133. IS*. 161, 335-6
;

cooked, sir 'providence
IP taught by Mora-
vians, 305, 397

of Indians met by Atkins, 333
supplies of Moravians and Es-

kimos of Labrador, pre-
carious and fluctuating
siu}p|ie3 of, 384. 385,
388, 395, 296, 297, 399,
300. 306, 314

Football, an Eskimo game, 164
Foquelay, mythical city, 86
Forbes, Chiefjustice. judgment by,

in Beard-Jennings case
(1830), importance of,

3^-3
Forbuih, W. B., Pemiuk by. 313
Ford's Bight (Nisbett Harbour),

taker possession of for
England, 353

n
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Forest, pUce-name, 70
Forest ues, Labrador, 196-7

Forest Uad visited by Kailsefni,

ste Markland
Fomiset, mythical town, 86
Forsythe,Cartwright cheated by,247

Fort Carlton, Temple Bay, 194-5
Fort Charlotte, 195
Fort Chimo, tludsoo Bay Co.*s post

at, started, 407 <£ n. i

Fort Island, suitable for settlement

;

Bernard on, 325
Fort Nascopie, deaths near, of Nas-

CDpie Indians (1857),

cause of, 443
position of, 444, Simpson

on, 444-5
Fort Pontchattrain at Bradore, built

by Courtemanche, 132

ruins of, error regarding, 79
Fort Sheffield, Temple Bay, 195
Fort Townsend, 355
Fort Wallace, Temple Bay, 195

Forteau, Basque Whaling-station,

13a

Bishop Feild's visit to {1848), 429
Churcn of England Mission

started by Feitd

(1849). 430
Eskimos at 147
Fishery at, 154, 3^6, 389
French fishers in, 135

Naval Surrogates' visits to

(1810), 390
Nursing-home and station built

at, 466
Fortune Bay, Atkins at, 326
Centre of Frozen Herring

trade, 377
friction at, with Americans,

over taking herring,

377-8
Famished by privateers, 333
Vessel found at by Prebble, 326

Fougires, Sieur de, 84
Fox, Captain Luke, and his sobri-

quet, 123

on Button's exit from Hudson's
Bay, 124.5

/Imt, H.M.S., taken by an Ameri-
can privateer, 244

Fox Harbour, Sealing posts at, 385

LABRADOR
Foxes, black, 368, at Cape

Cod, 325
of Labrador, Disease attack-

ing, 302
Intermittent visits of, 302
Season for Catching, 303

Silver, skins of, obtained at

Cape Charles, 230,

White, near Nain, 268
France, ownership of Labrador

assertea by an unknown,
135-6

France and England in America,
17th century, 129

Labrador divided between, 433
Francis I, Letters patent granted

bv, to Cartier, iost, 73
Francis Harbour, Church of Eng-

land Mission started in

(1850), 430
Fishery at (1804-6), 389

Franklin, Benjamin, passport

granted by, to Moravian
ships (1779). 275-6

Fraier, Captain James, of the

Moravian ship service,

276; on the ice of 1816
and 1817., 287-8, 288

Frederick II. of Norway, expedi-

tion sent by, to Green-
land, 4

" Free fishery" defined, 435,
Reeves on, 436

Rules for unsuited to Labrador,
Board of Trade on
(1772), 436

French, the, Bounties given by, to

their Labrador fishery,

finale or{i904), 426
Bounties given to their New-

foundland fishery, 182

in Canada, Eskimos trading

with, 320
Capture by (alleged), of York

Fort, 191, 192
as Colonists, I42, 143
Devastations of, at Temple Bay,

Crofton on, 192-3, 211-2

on Labrador, Palliser's difficulties

with, 176, 177
in Possession of Labrador

(1713-63). 379
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French, the (cm/</.) :—
Proposed concession to, of Fish-

ing rights on Labrador
0856), prevented '>v

Newf.undlan(=, tiu . T
St, John's retaken fro . 19S

French Coast of Labrad >

American fishers at, K-
Annoyance from, 3^

French Colonies on Amlr'i,a.; on
tincnt (ciu. 1583^,
Haies on, 113

French encroachments 00 Labra-
dor fisheriei (1835),
408, Kendell on, 1S40.,

408, Milne's investiga-

tion (1841), 408-9,
Locke on {1848), 409

Measures taken to prevent
(1852), 410

Stopped, 421
Objections of, to use of Jigger

(1716), 415-6
French fishers on Labrador, 134-5,

error on in Robinson's
journal refuted, 370

Illicit business of, 360
on Southern Labrador, 166

Plea for exclusion of, from
British waters, by Mer-
chants of St. John's
(i8»3). 34S«'«?.

at St. Pierre and Miquelon,
contraband by, 347

Sale of Bait to, by Newfound-
landers, 421

York Fort planned to keep in
check, 191

French Fur-traders in Hudson's
Bay, and the foundation
of the Hudson Bay
Company, 128-9

French Grant-holders in Labrador,
rights of, Ilolloway on
<i8o9), 441

Palliser's regulations resisted

by(i77a), upshot, 436
Setgnories of, on Labrador,

division of, from terri-

tories of Hudson Bay
Co., planned but not
executed, 433

S>5

French North America and Labra-
dor, proposed dividing
line(f(>r. 1731), 130

French Passport to Moravian ships
granted (1779), 275

f'-n "* Rights in Labrador, con-
firmed by treaty, English
settlers evicted, 248.9,
date of extinction of, 370

I"re'.t:h Rights of Fishing, at New-
toundtand accorded by
the Treaty of Paris, 95,
how cancelled, 1'^.

Settlements on Labrador, I3i?/'j?y.

Eskimo attacks on {circ. 1640),
166

French Shore, area of, 347
Advantages of, 348
British use ot, during war of

lSl2.,348
Cession of, consequences to Seal

fishery, 451-2
Closure of, effect on native

fishers, 405
Contraband trade of French

Numbers employed on, 348
French Squadron at Temple

Bay, 193
French Voyages to Newfoundland

fisheries, 36
French Wars, attitude to, of Mora-

vians on Labrador, 384
Newfoundland's prosperity

during, 358
French and American controversy

on Fishing Rights in

Newfoundland waters
(arc. 1823), 373-4, Ham-
ilton's comments, 374

French and British Imperial Gov-
ernments, Convention
between, giving rights

in Labrador fishing to

the French, ratification

prevented liy protests
from Newfoundland
(1856), 410.1

Friesland, Frobisher's name for

Greenland, 104
Queen Elizabeth's title to, Dr.

Dee on, 109

!
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Frobisher, Sir Martin, diKoreries

o^, misonderstood, 59
Eifaimos met by, 162-4

Relics of, found, 107, n. i

Voyages of, object of the first,

results, 104-5, objects

of the later voyages,

105, 118, and results,

106, 107-8

Best's narrative of, on the

Eskimos, 162-3

reference in, to S. Cabot, 42
Frobisher's Straits, Cartographi-

cal error as to, 59i

107, n.2

Eskimos of, language of. Hall
on, 157

Relics of his expedition found
in, 107, ff.i

Froude, A. J., on the dawn
of English colonial

idea, 109
Frozen herring trade, sm Herring,

frozen

FunkSt the (Isle of Birds), Cartier

at, 75
Fur-bearing Animals a^ Cape Cod,

Bernard on, 325
of Labrador, 321

menace to, of Paper-putp
industry, 427

Moravian references to, 281,

286, 299
Fur-trade of Labrador, uture of,

427. 447
Not pursued by Eskimos, 29
Falliseron(i765). 3S0

Fur-traders, pioneer Europeans

in northern Labrador,

283-4
Fun, obtained by Cartwright from

the Eskimos, 230

Gagnish to Blanc Sablon, rights

on, acquired by a com-
pany, celebrated law-

suit of, 383
Gallatin & Rush, Messrs., Presi-

dent's instructions to, as

to American Fishing

Rights to be secured by
Treaty of 1818., 369

Galliot, Captain, a Frenchman,
and Jens Haven, 257-9

Gambler, Governor, and Codner's

complaint, his reply de-

fining the American
position, 88 to Fish-

drying on Labrador,

339
Gandra, place-name, 69
Gannett H.M.S., Chimmo's survey-

ship. Northern Labra-

dor Coast, 414
Gardar, Greenland, Bishops of,

3. 4
Ganick, David, note by, on date of

Newe Interlude poem,

44'S
. .

,

" Perdita trained by, 202

Gastaldus Jacobus, cited by Eden,

on Bacalaos and Labra-

dor, 66
Gastaldi Ramusio Map, demons on,

origin of, 162

Geese {tee also Whobbies), at Cape
Cod, 325

Genoa, birthplace ofJohn Cabot, 20

Geographieal Journal^ They and
Robinson's journals, 369

Geological formation, Chateau Bay,

10, 74
George IH., 233, 25a, 267

and the Eskimo, 336, 238
on the Quebec Act {i774). 439

George, Prince of Wales {see also

Prince R^ent), and
"Perdita," 202

George's River, Hudson Bay Co.'s

post at, started, 407
German War, George Cartwiighl

in, 222
Germanus, Donnus Nikolaus, mapi

by, Greenland on, 63
Gerrard, Sir Thomas, assignee un

der Gilbert's patent, ii:

Gibbons, Captain, North-Wes'

Passage voyage of

Fox on, 127-8

visit of, to Labrador, 127-8, 320

on Eskimo character, 165

"Gibbons his Hole," Fox on, 127

Gibraltar, siege of, Nicholas Datb]
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GifTord, Rev. A., iirst Church of
England misiionary on
Labr rlor, 430

Gilbert, Adrian, 118, m.i

GilSert, Sir Humphrey, 118, h. i

and John Cabot's map, 26, 47
Pioneer of English colonization,

108-9
first scheme of and colleagues,

110, first put into effect,

its failure, lit, second
attempt, results of, 112,

his own fate, 1 13, 114
Venture of, in " The Company

of Kathai," 106
on English supremacy in

Newfoundland fishing

ports, 103, 113-4
on S. Cabot's voyage of dis-

covery, 43
Gilt nets, in Newfoundland Her-

ring fishery, 378
Gj'oa, voyage of, 15
Gloucester, Duke of, Mikak's

present for, 268
Gloucester, Mass., Cod-fishing com-

pany formed at (1815),
area aimed at, 356

Interest in Frozen herring trade,

377
Nova Scotian crews joining at,367

Glottcesier Telegraph, on Massa-
chusetts fisheries, 1790
to i8ia, 334-5

Goderyck, John, and ^. Cabot, 49
Gold, found by Frobisher, on

Labrador, 104-8
Golf du Batel. 167, ».i

Golfo de Anurado (Gulf of
Forests), 69

Golfo Froit (Cold Gulf), 70
Golkowsky, Moravian,with Erhardt

on Labrador, 252
Gomarat on inhabitants of Lab-

rador, noD-Eskimo, 162
on latitude of West Indies, 66-7
on S. Cabot's Arctic voyage, 43
on S. Cabot's voyage of 1503., 40

Gonzales, Jor^o, and his com-
[»nions, joint expedi-

tions with Bristol men to

Newfoundland, JiTetseq.

Good Intent, sloop, Moravian
ship, captured and re-

taken, 275
Good Intent, New England fishing

vessel, 319
Goode, G. Browne, on the *' indis-

cretions" of American
Whalers, and on I'alli-

ser's action, 330, 332
on Numbers of New England

Whalers on the Labra-
dor coast (1765-6}, 339,
and on their complaints
of Palliser's regula-

tions, 329
on Reasons for Decline of Ameri-

can Labrador fishery, 376
Gordon, Captain, Naval Sunogate,

and Beard's aggres-

sors, 391
Gordon, Samuel, complaint by,

of American interfer-

ence witli his harbour
(1820), 371

Gorrill, Edward, mate and others*

slain by Labrador Eski-
mos, 123

Gospel, the, first preached to Lab-
rador Eskimos* 258,
259, 267

Goss, Chauncy, & Ledgard, Messrs.

,

of Carbonear, men of,

enticed away, by Ameri-
cans, 341

Gossilin, E., on the decline and
revival of Normandy
fishing in the New
World, 89

Gothero, Olanus, on Greenland,
cited by Eden, 66

Gourd, Cathrine, married to

William Bettres by
Cartwright, 229

Gower, Sir Erasmus, Governor of

NewfoundUnd, Petition

to, of Harbour Grace
Merchants for Protec-

tion against Americans
on Labrador { I S06], 390

on American competition with
Newfoundland fishers

(1805), 340
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518 LABRADOR
Grady Haibour, 448
Granby, Marquis of, George Cart-

Wllght, A.D.C. to, 232
Grand Banks, always princi-

pal American fishing

ground, 374
American vessels built to fish,

(»8r5), 356
American fishert od, 404
Fish from, how treated, value

of*, 434
Fishery off, Rights of French,

Americans, and BiiUsh
at, Hamilton on, 373

Treaty of Paris on American
rights at, 333

Total tonnage of Fishing vessels

at. 335. 404
Grand Bay, French fishers in, 16th

ccnlury, 92
Grande Baye des Eskimaux, old

name for Hamilton In-

let, 131, ».i

Grand Falls of Uibrador, water-

power possibilities of,

427 <fc n. I

Grand Hamilton R\vei(su a/ji?Ham-
ilton Kiver), 131, n.i

Grand River (Rio Grandr.), 69,
Wood-pulp possibilities

on, 437
Grange Sc Nash.English firm in Lab-

rador fishery (1806/, 389
Graves, or Greaves, Sir Thomas,

Governor of Newfound-
land (1763),Commission
of, cited OD what part of
Labrador was within his

jurisdiction,434-5; proof
that hiatnland went
with coast, 445

Relations of, with Captain Cook,
197, 198

Great Auks, at the Funks, now
exterminated, 75

Great Britain {see aiso England,
<t^.). 3'9

ana America, Telegraph route

between, McClintock's
sorvry for (i860), 415-6

Warwith('.8l2),effectonfishery

quiitions, 344, 345, 352

Greet Bay, 435, common nain<

for Notre Dame Bay
9. 34

Greenish Harbour, Cartier at, 75
I

Greenland, 415, Beck's forbears a
missionaries iu, 298

on Cantino and other maps, 54
Christianity introduced, 2, 3

7, the first and late

Bishops, 3, 3
Colonized by Eric the Red, 2, hia

tory, prosperity, and fat

of Colonists, 3, 4, i6t
Danish Colony, on, destroyed, 131

Danish expedition to, 123
Davis's re-discovery of, 4, 119
Did Corte Real see it? 34, 52.

53-4. 58
East coast of, ice bnrrier of

isolation due to, sepaia
tion of (1S16-7), 61
consequenv^ to Labra
dor, 288

Labrador names on, in Kunst
man IH map, 61

Eskimos of, see also Eskimo o
Greenland

houses of, stone used in, 14
language of, Hall on, 158
migration to, from Labrador

12, oi from West Coas:
of Davis Straits, 160

unknown in at date of Erii

the Red's saga, 9
on 15th-century maps, 58
Frobisher's name for, 104
Helluland in relation to, 6
Historian of, see Crantz
on the " King " map, 54, 60
Lie off when approached fron:

the East. 68
Maps displaying as joined t(

Northern Europe, 63
Moravian mission in, succesi

of, 251
Population at highest, 3
Prosperity of, duration and deca}

of, causes of, 3
Relation of, to Labrador, &c.,

Santa Cruz on, 65-6
16th-century writers clear on,

not so map-makers, 67



INDEX
GreeDlaod (eonid.)'.—

Relation to, of NewfounilUnd
and Labrador, best early
maps on, 63, 64

Relations with Norway, 3
Stone erections in possible look-

outs, parallels in Labra-
dor, 18

Title to, of Queer EUrabetli,
Dr. Dee on, 109-10

Ti wei..ssness of.causeofits decay,3
Two colonies in, ruins of, 2
Uninhabited on arrival of Eric

the Red, 161
Voy^es from, to America, 2

Gudrid and Karlsefni's, 7, 8, 9
on Waldseem jller's map, 63
Waters of. Seal and Fish plenti-

ful in, 16

in relation to the West Indies,

Gothero, cited on, 66
Why so called, 2, 53

Greenland to Behrtng Straits, area
containing Eskimos, 156

Greenly Island, injury to fishing

at by American ofTal-

throwinjj (1821), 371
Passed by Cartier, 75

Greenwich Hospi'.al dues, cases

concerning tried at St.

John's (1826), 400
Grenfell Associations in Canada and

the U.S.A., 473-4
Grenfell Channel, described by

MacGr^or, 125-6

Grenrellansoundingsin,l25,H. i

Moravian missionarieson, 126-7
Grenfell Tickle, 125
Grenfell of Labrador, by Johnston,

died on work of Gren-
fell (1892-1909), 464-6

Grenfell, Wilfred Thomastn, M.D.,
CM. G. (birth, parentage,
and education, 458,
medical studies, friend-

ship with Treves, 459,
work as medical mis-
sionary in the North
Sea, 459, high profes-

sional status of, 459,
deep religious life and
convictions of, 459-60

519

Grenfell, Wilfired Thomaain, M.D.,
C.M.G. {cotUd.)\—

Classes reached by, 454-5, inci-

dents of the work, 455-7,
«t teq. passim.

Course used by, to Un»»
Bay, 68

Favourite Bible passage of, 462
Forerunner of, 135 (&«, 1

Lecture tours of, 462, 467
Love for, of the Labrador fisher>

folk, 461
Marvellous escape of, 460-1
Work in Labrador, 316, begin-

ninp of, 454, 464
introduction of reindeer,

470
methods followed in, 460, 462,

prepress of fror> 1893
to 1909., 464-6

multifarious forms of, 470-2
results, econoDi:=, eventual,

discussed, 467-70
royal recognition, 473
summarized by himself, 472-3
supporters of, 454, 473-4, and

critics, 473
on Grenfell Channel, soundings

in, 125, n.i
on Stone erections, possibly

look-outs, in Labra-
dor, 18

Crenvillt, 11. M.S. (schooner),
Cook's survey ship

(1764), 198-9; his suc-

cessor in, 19^
Grenville, Sir Richard, Gilbert's

colleague in coloniza-

tion scheme, no
Gresham, Sir Thomas, and

" The Company of Ka-
thai," 105

Gridley, Colonel Richard, of Mas-
sachuscvtv, lessee of
fisheries it the Magda-
lens, pa;t played by,

in the war, 336, his

successor in the Islands,

336-7
Grieve, V B., hojse for Hospital

given by, at Battle Har-
bour, 464

%

\
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Gcimes, John, American privateer

raids of, on Caitwright
and others, 244-5. 333.
men ihipped away by,

245, slavei made by, 245
Cartwright on, 192, 245

Giou Water Bay, Moravian mis-

sion proposed at* by
Smith (Lord Strath-

cona), 299
Grossot, mythical city, 86
Grube, ships of, at Cap de Bras

(1527), 51
Gmrttsey, H.M.S., Cartwright and

his brother on, 199,

222-3

Lane, schoolmaster of. Cook's
successor in Labrador
survey, &c., 199

Lucas of {j.v.% 223, Eskimos
taken home by, 301,

partners in business

of, 201

Palliser's ship, 1 73, 262, false scare

of Eskimos 00, 173-4
Guidisalvus, John, 38, 3^
Guipuscoans, claims of, as to New-

foundland fishery, 94
Gulf of Forests Golfo de Mu-

rado), 69
Gulf of Repairs (Reparo), 69
Gulf of St. Lawrence, 135, 13S,

355. 433
American Fishery m, 339, 352,

355. 374. 404
American Fishing Rights in.given

by Treaty of I'aris, 333
Approach to, see Gut of Canso
Basin of Labrador rivers falling

into, assigned 10 Lower
Canada (1S25}, 442

approximately coincident with

territory bounded on the

north by 52n'l parallel

between Blanc Sablon
and River St. John, 446

claimed for Newfoundland rule

(1767), 435
included in area transferred to

Canada (1835), 44

1

Canadians on, 382
Early visits of Portuguese to. 36

Gulf of St. Lawrence (fwi/rf.):—

Eskimo along, found by French

(1702), 166

Indian feuds with, 1^.

their southern limit, iS

First explored by Cartier, 7^, 77

1

his second voyage id, 89

Fishery (probable) in, of the St
Maloins, 36

Ice-free earlier than Straits ol

Belle Isle, 352
Known before Cartier, 73,

proof, 74
La Cosa's map and, 57, ff.l

Protection in, from foreign fishen

desired, 362
Whale'Bshery in, New Englant:

predominant in (circ.

1794), Palliser's Reguta
tions on, 195, 214, 216

Whales in, 196
Gull Harbour, and Sound, why k

called, 324
Gut, or Straits, of Canso, Americat

fishers making use o
(1807), 339, 365; ob
jections of Nova Scotia

362, 363
numbers in {1833), Auduboi

on, 37O
smu^ling in, 346

Habits of Wild Animals, change-

in, ignorance on, 302
Hable de Balleine (Red Bay)

Cartier at, 75
Hable des Buttes (Greenish Har

hour), Cartier at, 75
Ha-Ha Bay, Eskimo wintering

place, 133
Hf^ue Tribunal, interpretation by

of Treaty of 181S, in

vited, 1907., 366
Hagenbeck, Eskimo taken ti

Europe by, fate of

309-10

Haies, Edward, on English do
mains in America, j

forecast, 113

on English fishers in Newfound
land, fewness and lord

liness of, 103-3
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Ilaies, Edwaid (fonfj.):—
on English title to AmencA.! dis-

coveries, III

onFrench action in naming places

in Newfoundland, 113
ou French fishermen in New-

foundland, 93
Hakluyt, t03
on English neglect to prosecute

explorati.a, 93-4. loo-i

on the first Anglo-Azorean ex-

pedition, 38
on J. Cabot's landfall, 26
on S. Cabot's Arctic voyage of

1516-7., 43
on Ships sent by Henry VIII to

Newfoundland, 51

term first used by, 156, 166

Halibut, Smith's voyage for { l8S4)»
consequences, 377

Value of, possibilities of Lab-
rador fishing in, 424-5

Halifax Fishery Commission(i877),
American claims at,

based on Treaty of

1818.. 367
Halifax Harbour, Nova Scotia,

{

Cook's survey of, 1 98
Halifax Merchants, hiring Magda-

len Island fisheries, 338
Hall, Captain C. F. , on the Eskimos

of Frobisher's Straits,

and their language,

157-8; on their char-

ac'er in general, 165
on Runaways from American

Whaler, 303
Hall, Christopher, and " The Corn-

ea//

m

pany of Kathai," 105
TreatTreaties, 1895, ciled, on
the position ofAmerican
Fishers after War of

1812, American con-
tention, 356-7, British

contention, 357
Hamilton Bay, formerly filled with

land ice, 1

1

Hamilton* Captain, Naval Surro-

gate, 304, 221

Hamilton Inlet, Labrador (see also

Eskimo Island), 10, 33,

383, 445

Hamilton Inlet {^oiitd.);—
Bank parallel to coast north and

south of, found by
McClintock (i860), Ross
on, 416

Called Grande Baye des Eski-
maux on old French
maps, 131, n.I

Davis's reference to, 130
Eskimos of, 274

dying out (i860), 416
few in number, 301

First firm to fur and trade in, 383
Fishermen living in, fewness

of, 301
American, 449
foreign, 315

Labrador Court visiting, 1826
to 1834., 443

Liveyercs at, met by Grenfell,

455-6
Lumber enterprise on, dispute

on, between Quebec and
Newfoundland, 432-3

Martin's visit to (1821), and
letter on, 443, 448-9,
deduction rrom.un New-
foundland jurisdiction,

442
Methodist missionary in, 293, 438
Named by Martin, 291
Paper-making possibilities of, 427
Part claimed by Quebec, 432-3
Population of (1S60], 416
Projecting land north of, on

Kunstman III map, 61

Rendell's Duty-collecting journey
to (1840), 407, 443

Survey of, by McClintock
(i860), 416

Hamilton River, called Kessessass-

kiou on old French
maps, 131, «. 1

Grand Falls of, 427
Indians of, Martin's visit to, 391

Martin's ascent of (1821), 443,
448-9

Hamilton, Sir Charles, Governor
of Newfoundland, 449

First official visit to Moravian
missions of Labrador,

sent by, 390-1

t

•I If

Jl
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^

HuniltoD, Sii Chtrlea {ioMd.) :—
Letter froiDt on the Besrd-

Jennings cue ( 1 830)

,

«nd on Foibes' judg-
ment, 393-4

Martin sent by to Hamilton
Inlet, indicating view
taken by of his juris-

diction (tSai), 443
Proclamation by, forbidding Net

laying by Btran^ers near
mouths of rivers or

harbours of Newfound-
land, 371

Salmon fishery regulations of, 39

1

on American disuse of Drying
privileges on unsettled

spots (1S23), 372
on French, American and British

tights on the New-
foundland fishery and
that of Grand Banks
{eirc. I8J3), 373

onTrespassingAmericanWhalers,
361, ». I

Hancock's Inlet, harbour at, and
Bsh in, Bernard on, 324-5

Winters at, Atkins cited on^ 336
Hanguedo, mythical city, S6
Hannah^ American Whaling

schooner, seized for tres-

pass (1818), 361 t&».l
Harbour Grace, Cook's survey

of, 198
Merchants of. Petitions from

for permanent Court ( 1 792)1389
for protection against Ameri-

cans on Labrador,
(1806), 390

Thomas Darby at, zoo
Harbour of Brest (Labrador), 70
Harbour of Jacques Cartier, 70
Harbours of Labrador, excellence

of, Cartier on, 7^
Hares, at Cape Cod, 325
Harleyun Map {civc. 1543), first

mention on, of Cha-
teau, 74

Harmcny I, Moravian ship,

276, 384
Harmony //, Moravian ship, 289,

392, 293, 294

•hip,

by

Harmony 111^ Moravian

394, a95
Ice-free ocean traversed

(1838). 396
l^ng career of, 303
Record cargo of (1855), 299-300
Some rough voyages of, 398, 399
Vicissitudes of, 296-7, 398'9

Harmony IV, Moravian ves-

sel* 303
Rich cargo of, 308

Harrington, Hospital built at, 466
Harrisse, Henri, authority on the

Cabot voyages, and on
cartographical evolution

of America, 36
Books by, on the Cabots' voyages,

36, 27
Citations by, from Monson on

English occupation of,

and claim to, lands

discovered by Cabot,
ri4-6

Epithet of, for S. Cabot, 36
on Burleigh's attitude to Eliza-

beth's status in Ameri-
ca, no

on English claim to Newfound-
land, &c., basil and
exercise of, 93

Harvard University, honorary de-

gree conferred by, on
Grenfell, 473

Hatton and Hatvey, on captures
of Vork Fort, 191, 193

Hawkt Bishop Feild's Church
ship, 439

Hawkins, Sir John, 102, n. l

Hawks from Newfoundland, 40
Haven, Jens, Moravian missionary

to Eskimos of Labrador,
254, Indian passport
given to, by Palluer, 355

Companions of, on the expedi-

tion to Nain, 366-7

in England, help of the Board of

Trade, 259-60
Journal of, given to Palliser, its

story, 356-9
and Karpik, 201-3
Meeting with Eskimos at Car-

punt, 357-9



INDEX 5*3

Hkven, Jeni (ceii/J.) :—
Remembeird by EikimoSi hii

OMrn search for, fruit-

leu, 361
Return of, to Labisdor, his com-

panioos. d,aA Palliser's

procUmation, 360-1

Sent to work at Nain, hist com-
panions, 268 ; tV.^ end
of his career, 273-4

On the fate of Erha-dt nnd liis

companions, 233
Hayes, j« Haies
Hearn, Samuel, Indians of, Eski-

mos slain by, 167
Hebron, fourth Moravian Settle-

ment, Labrador, 305,
beginning of, 293

Coast beyond deserted by Eski-

mos (1810), 396
Disease at, deaths from,

<i855), 300
Earthquake shocks felt at,

(1857), 300
Eskimos at, numbers in

1835-. 295
1840., 296
1850., 398
i860,, 303
1880., 309

Famine at (1837), 295
Newfoundland fishing vessels at,

304. 315. 413
Point of contact with heathen

Eskimos, early difficul-

ties at, 294
Typhoid victims at, 312

Heliuland, meaning of name, 8,

10
Opinion of, of early and later

explorers, 11

Relative position assigned to, in

12th century geogra-

phy, 6
Resemblance of, to Labrador, 9,

10, II

Visited by Karlsefni, 8
Henley Harbour, Church of Eng-

land mission at, started

by Feild, 430
Fishery at (1804-6). 389

Henley Island, 196

Henry VH-, Eskimos presented
to, by S. Cabot, 38-9,

40, 161

Grants and pensions to explorers
in the New Lands,

37. 38
Letters patent granted by, to

Ashehurst, and partners
(150a). 39

to Joiio Fernandez, 54
to John Cabot alone, 23,

95. 113
to John Cabot and his sons,

30, 31

I to Ward, Ashehurst, and others
1 for exploration, 37
I

Patronage by, of John Cabot,
38

Reward to J. Cabot for discovery

I
of the New Isle, 2z

I
Henry VIII., new voyage to the

New Lands decided on
by, 48, so, 51

Thome's letter to, exhorting
exploratory voyages,

39-40. 50, 96
Two ships sent by, to Newfound-

land (1527), 51
Heptameron^ The, tale in, of the

Straits of Belle Isle, 90
Hermitage Bay, American Whalers

trespassing in, seizure

of, 361 <t».I
Ilerrera, on tumultuous seas met

by Rut, 121

Herring fishery, importance of
(l86o-8o), and decline

of, 425-6
of Labrador, not mentioned in

census of 1826,, 403,
nor by MacGregor in

1830., 405-6
at M^^dalen Islands, American

claim to, based on
Treaty of 1818., 367

Seines prohibited (1862), 413-3
Herring, frozen, centres of the trade,

377-8
Chief value of, as bait, 377
Custom of the trade, 378
Method of taking for this pur-

pose, 378

!
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llenine, froten (tffiHi/.) :—

|

Newfoundlftod trtde in, Amcii*
can position u to,

'

and cUim, 367
Seining forbidden tu Americant

,

by Treaty of 1818., 367
;

Sole occaaion on which Ameri-
cans itrore to take her-

rings themselves, 378
Trade in, origin of, 377

Herrings of Newfoundland, 34
Herrnhut, German centre of the

Moravians, 254
Death of Haven at, 374
Moravit. ' missionaries first estab-

Ushedat (1724). 293
j

Organ from, sent to Okak. 393 i

Hill, C. F., relics of Frobisher's
j

etpedition found by,
I

107, «. I I

ilill, John, Moravian, companion
'

of Haven, 260, 261

Hillsborough, Earl of, Memoriul
\

of the Moravians to, on i

grant of land, 364 i

and Nicholas Darby, 260
|

Himalayrv grains from, attempt to
I

^M^tw in Labrador, 297 !

Hind- H. v. report by, on Labra-
uor fishery (1875-6),

421-3, <t s^e Appendix
Hispaoiola, discovered by Colum-

bus, 57
English ships visiting in 1537., I3l

Historical Society of Quebec, 78
Hiitery of America^ by Justin Win-

sor, discrediting Norse
voyp ;es to America, I

History of New Frame, by Char-
levoix, cittd on feud of

Eskimos and Montag-

History of Nev^oundlattd, by
Anspach, cited on a
Superintendent ofTrade
resident in Labra-
dor, 207

History of Newfoundiandy by
Prowse, cited on Eng-
lish claim to that re-

gioD,93,oncaptured pri-

vateers at St. John's, 345

History of tJu Ifnittd States, by
Bancroft, discrediting

Norse voyages to

Ameri«:a, 1

Hoch laga, or Hochilago {Mon-
treal), 86

Gilbert's expedition to, ill,

». I

Hojcda, Alonso de, and his

orders, 37
Holloway, Governor of Newfound*

land, instructions from,

to Patterson, on enforc-

ing American obedience
to local fishery laws,

367-8

Letter on French grant-holders in

Labrador (1809), 441
recommending retransfer of

Labrador to Newfound*
land (1S07}, 440

on American fishers on Labra-
dor and on re-annexa-

tion of Labrador to

Newfoundland, 343-3

Holton Harbour, rise of land

at, 286, M.I

Hood, Captain, on Labrador fish-

ing (1865), his attempted

census of inhabitants,

&c., 413-4
Hook and line fishing of non-

American vessels on
Labrador (1806), 389

M>/«, H.M.S.,261
Hope, vessel taking first Moravians

to Labrador, 252, 353
Hopedale, Moravian settlement,

272, 298, 300
Anival at of first American fish-

ing vessel (1823), 291
Arrival at of first American

trading vessels, Mora-
vians on resalt to Eski-

mos, 413
Chimmo's visit to (1866}, 414
Earthquake at, and Atmospheric

phenomenon (1836),

395-6
English and other Europeans at

and near {1797). 276
Eskimo woman surgeon of, 457



INDEX 5>5

4 Staiis, by Hoptdalt(fM/</.):—
Eskimos at, numbers in

House of Commons {rontd.) ;—
diacieditinc Oetetes in« on Quebec Act,

iToyages to i8oi.,a75 (1774), 437;?
Report (1793). "0 Confusion m1821., 389

ulafio {Mon- 1828.. 393 Labrador on iranifer-

'Z.\T4,
ence of Guveinment to

ti to, 111, Quebec, 184. 307,

;i£:;s
Kecves' view, 208

e, and his on Fishery in the New Lands,

188a, 309 183, 184. 208
3f Newfound- 1890., 314 Select Committee of, on Hudson
uctionl from, Harbour early open {1837), 295 Bay Co. (1857). evi-

n, on cnforc- Tee at (1816), 287(1817), 388 dence as to Newfound-
an obedience Mail steamer at, from Newfound- land jurisdiction of
fiihery Uwi, land (1880), 313 debatable ground of

Measles deaths at, 393 Lubrador, 443-5
ant-holders in Newfoundland fishins vessels at

(1869 «rJM.), increasing

numbcrsof, 304,315,413

House of Lords, Quebec Act,
(1809), 441 opposed in, by Chat-
etransfer of ham, 439
Newfound

-

Outbreak of D(^ diiease at, Houses, ruins of, non-Lskimo in

),440 simultaneous with that Labrador, surmise and
en on Labr^- at UngavaBay, 301-3 tradition as to, it -4. 1$
n rc-anneia- Practically a Christian settle- Howley, Archbishop, of Newfound-

land,on Roman CatholicLabradoi to ment (1834), 292
and, 343-3 Visit to, of Mr. Smith (now Lord religiousjurisdictionover
ise of land Strathcona), its object, Labrador Coast, 428-9
I 299, dlH.2 Howley, 1. P., in favour of a
abrador fish- Typhoid victimt at, 312

Hopwood. Sir Francis, and the

" Ubrartor landfall for

his attempted I. Cabot, 27, «. 1

Hudson, Henry, 55, sent to seek

the North-West Passage,

inhabitants. despatch of Dr. Grenfell

to Labrador, 454
ing of non- Hore, Master, voyage of, to the New 123, his voyage, and
vessels on Undft (1536^95 fate, and fate of the

(1806), 389 Ilorsago, mythical city, 86 mutineers, 124

Horsechops, location of, 1

1

on Eskimo character, 165
rst Moravians Shore of, geolwical history of,

Packard on, 10, il

Hudson's Bay, 13S, 301 n.\
or, as*. 253 Basin of Labrador rivers falling

settlement, Horsnail, John, 190, 215, 218, 220, into assigned to Hud-
son Bay Co. (18251,443300 231, 256

merican fiih- Hospitals founded in Labrador by Button's winter in, and explora-
(1822), 291 Grenfell, 457» 463-7

House of Commons, Committee of,

tion of, 134
St American Discovered by Henry Hud-
esscls. Mora- on Newfoundland trade son, 124
esalt to Eski-

( 1817), reasons given for English foi ts in, 136

distress, 359, remedy Eskimos of. Coat's tribute to.

1866), 414 su^ested, 3^9* evidence 168-9

I Atmospheric given by Kemp as to French fur traders in, 128
on (1836), American fishery prior Passage to, from Davis' Inlet,

to war of 1813, and view search for, directed

Europeans at then taken of American (1786), 384 _
1797), 276 rights under the Treaty

of Paris, 359^1

Hudion Bay Co., 284, 301
geon of, 457 * ». I, 323

"t

i
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HuUwn Bsy Co. UffH/d.) :—
Altilud* to Labrador {citr. 1731

ft 1753), 130
Attitude oT, 10 the Mcvaviau,

(.arlwri|;ht • scheme for in<iucin|*

to ktart nn Labra-
dor, 350

Demand for Kitkimo ikin l>ooti

by, 299
Outlet paid by to Newfound-

land, for North West
RiTer (1864), 445

First Governor, 139
First legal poiMtsorfl of any part

of^ Labrador, 129
ID relation with Eskimoi,

„. ,. '^' 30s
Fishing and other rights pro-

Trtected by
1818., 366

rrcaty of
|

Operations begun by, in Labra-
dor (1831), Maclean on,
406-7

Origin of, and Charter panted
to. »38, 433. 434. scope
of the latter, 129

Posts in Labrador, 414, 445
titles to. bases of, 407

Select Committee of the House
of Commons on (1857),
evidence given before,
as to Newfoundland
jurisdiction in debat-
able ground, Labrador,

*3S
Territories on Labrador, division

of, from French Seig-
nories, planned but not
carried out, 433

Purchased by Canada (1871),

Temtory, area included in, 129
named Rupert's Land, 129

Trading oorts taken by the
French, restored by
treaties, 129-30

Ungava Bay in territory of, 287
Vaccinator^ for North West

River Indians pro-
cured from Newfound-
land, 445

{
Hudson's Strait, 124, 135, 193

j

Basin of LaUador rivers Mlling

j
into aulgnad to Hud-

I son Bay Co. (1825),

442.446
Beginninc of Bounilary - line

between Canada and
Newfoundland or Lab-
rador, 446

!
Button's way out, stt Grenfell

I

Channel
Cumpasa-variation at, 67
Eskimo of, character of, 165

j

language of, 157

j

numbers, 274
First mentioned on Ruysch's

I

map, his comments,
I 121, M.l
I "Floaters" in, 457-8

Gibbons' stay in, Fox on, 127
Ice from, Current bearing, 124
Included under Chatter of Hud-

son Bay Co., 1 39
Northern limit of English claims

on American contin-

ent, 116
Probably intended by Gomara's

Rio Nevado, 66, 67
S. Cabot's probable voyage into,

with Pert, 72
Tides in, Davis and othera on,

121 <t M.I

Trend of land at entrance, 68
Weymouth's cruise in, 122-3

Hudson's Strait to River St John,
district placed under
Newfoundland byTreaty
of Paris, 434, 435

Point to note concerning, 434,

„ ,
436. 440

Humner River, Amencan offenders

»t (1774). 328
Hunt & Henley, Messrs., at

Sandwich Bay, 407
Payment of dues in Labrador

resisted fay(i863), 417-8
Salmon-take at Sandwich Bay

(1863), 419
Hunter, Dr. John, the Eskimo,

and the skeleton, 337
Huntingdon Harbour, Civil Court

held at, 399

I
:!'



Ilutton, Jimes, Secretanr, LondoD
Society of MoraTiant, I

on the grant of laml*
|

a63, argument of, with
,

Palliscr, 163, Z7S

Ici (Caramel)), name on LabraJor
coftM, old ma[H, 70

Ice, (HfTcrent kinds of, anchor or

"lolly," and the teal

fiihery, 236
"Slab," 460

Encoantercd by Caitier, 75
No mention of, in J. Cabot'i firil

voyage, 28
Off Greenland coast detached

( 1 8 16-7), consequences
of, 2S8

On Labrador coast, 34, ^1, 162
Bernard on, 324

variations in, Moravian im-

ports on, 284, 285, 387,

39s ; in 1816, met far

from coast, 3S7 ; in

1817, quantity, abnor-
,

mal, causes of, z88 ; in
,

1836, peculiar nature !

of, 394 ; in 1851, met
for from coast, 298 : in

1855, the same, 299 ; in

1870-1 and 1875, late-

ness of breaking up, 306
Ice action, effects in Labrador, li

Ice-bound coast of Corte Real's

^-oyage probably Labra-
dor, 59

Ice Tickle, early arrival at, of fish

(1867), Chimmoon, zS
Iceland, 104. 144, 415
Annaits Reffii of, cited, 2

Called Tile or Thule, on the
j

" King " map, 60
Eric the Red banished from, 2

Exemption from Act on Fish
;

buying, 100
Fish trade with England and Eng-

i

lish fishery at, I9(C'h.i,

30, 32, 99, 103
offence charged against Sey-

mour concerning, 101
Halibut from, in England, 425
Historian of. see Ari, the Wise

INDEX 5»7

Iceland (.im/rf.) :
-

Sighted by Thontein* 7
in relation to the Wnt Indic<i,

Gnmaiann, 66-7

Icelandic Sagas, descriptions in,

of Eskimos (Skracl.

ingH), i6[

ENkim'M unnaniol in, before

Noise viait to Labra-
dor, 161

Value of, as Hifttory, 6-7

Ickcongoque, Eskimo woman,
taken to England by
Cai'.wriijht, 335

Ikkerasak, or Channel, used by
Grenfell, going to Un-
gava Bay, 68

Kohtmeister and Kmoch on,

126-7
** Ilha de Frey Luis'' on Kuastman

III. map, 61

Imperial Government {see also

British), 407
Petitioned for survey of Northern

Labrador Coast (1866),

414-5
Imperial and French Governments,

Convention between,
giving rights in Labra<
dor fishery to the

French, •'Hification pre-

venteil by protests from
Newfoundland (1856},

410-11
Indian Harlmur, Labrador, 10, 382

Fishery at (1804-6), 389 (1865),

414
R. M. D. S. F. Hospital at, 463

Mission Hall attached to, 465
records of work at year by

year, 464-6
Visited by McClintock in

i860., 415
Indian Canoes, of bark, 77
Name for Eskimo, meaning of,

156, 166
Passport issued to Haven, by

Patliser. 2556, Es-
kimo fear of, 256

Picture-writing, at Dightoo, mis-

taken for runic inscrip-

tion, I

i



528 LABRADOR
Indian {c«mtd.):—

Rftcct, condition oft Mtrtin's

voyage of investigation

into, 291
Trappers from Cape Breton, at

Cod Roy, &c., 338
Women, married to whites, de-

scendants of, in Labra-

dor, 430
Indian-Eskimo feuds, 133, 1 40.

165-7. 397
Effect on, ofarrival of Moravians,

167-8, 397
Eskimos slain by Heam's Indian

guides, 167

Indian Tickle, Warren's account

of Labrador fishery

given at, to Chimmo
0866), 414

Indians of Hamilton Inlet and
River, Martin's report

on (1831}, 443, 448
Indians of Labrador {se^ also

Montagnais ft Nasco-
pie), 152

Christian, Eskimo kindness to,

167-8, 397
Clothing. 761 3*2-3
Courtemanche I relations with,

13*. 137. 150
Described by Cartier, 76-7

Effect on, of Hudson Bay Co.'s

trade, McLean on, 305
Eskimo name for, present day, 13

Food, 333
IllUeated by New England

Whalers (1766), 130
Menace to, of Paper-pulp in-

dustry, 427
Painted persons of, 77
Protection of. Proclamation

on, 215
Truck, or trade, PalUser on, 179
Under Newfoundland rule,

(1763), 435
Indians met by Atkins :—
Appearance, physique, langni^e,

and manner of, 333
Canoes of, 321, 333
Clothes, 323-3
Food of, 333
atNakvak, 334 An,

I

Indians (^m/(£):—
Names for whalebone, &c., 324
Signs used by, 322, signs under-

stood by, 333
Unused to firearms, deduction

from this, 322-3
Weapons of, 323

Indians of Newfoundland :

—

Beothuks ig.v.), identified by some
with Skraelings, 16

Indians of New Land, conciliatonr

policy to, of English

voyagers, 165

Indians, North American, fieuds of

with Eskimos, 165

Indians of North-West America,
language of, influenc-

ing Eskimo, 158

Indians at North-West River,

Smith'streatment of,3oi

Indians, Roman Catholic, 1 56,

166, 297, 301, missions

to, 428
Indies and American continent con-

fused by Thome, 65
Innuit, Eskimo name for them-

selves, meaning of, 156
Inquiry into tk* Prtsent State of

Trade in Newfound'
iand, on causes of
decline of Newfound-
land trade, 374, n. i

Intoxicating liquors (f« Alcohol),

proscribed (in plan) to

Eskimo, 140
Invucktoke Bay, Civil Court at,

397.399
Eskimo deaths at from Small-

pox, 240
Ireland {see also Waterford), 320
Christmas customs from, in Lab-

rador, 237
Coast of, birds from, seen by

Thorstein, 7
Exempt from Act on Fish buy-

ing, 100
Fishers from on Labrador, 357
John Cabot's ship driven ashore

on, 33
Settlers from, poor, in Newfound-

land, 358
Iron in Labrador, 136, 427



INDEX
Island of Demons, origin of, «^s
Island of Ponds, settleti at, ,^

IsUnd of Seats (Ys de Loupes
Marins), 70

Island of Sboals (Y de Banes), 70
Islands on Labrador coast, 162,

'93> 423 ei alibi
Islario Central, £1, MS. byAIonzo

de Santa Cruz, lited on
Labrador and its rela-
tion to Greenland, &c.,
65-6 ; on English Bshery
at Labrador, 97

Isle ao Bois, boats stolen from, by
Eskimos, 148

Cod at, 151
Favourite fishing place, 151, 154
First American fishermen at, 153

Isle of Bad Fortune, position

according to SantaCruz,
65* why so called, 66

Isle of Birds (the Funks), Cartier
•t, 75

Isle of St. John, of John Cabot,
problem of, 22

Isle Verde, 8a
Isles de la Demoiselle, story

associated with^ 92
Isles of Mingan, 135, 135
Isiettes (Bradore Bay), 132, «.i,

Cartier at, much Ashing
•t. 75

Italy, duti^ in, on British fish, 359
pioneers from, in tians-Atlantic

discovery, 19
Ivertoke Inlet, Martin'i visit to,

(1 821), 448

jACQtTBs Cartier Harbour, 70, its

discoverer on, 76
James I., on fishing, 317
Janvrin, John, of Jersey, fishery of,

at the Magdalens, 337,
American competitors,

337. 338
Japan, see Cipango
/aqueltt, the, and the Newfound-

land fishery (1510), 36
Jauranak, a strong man of Eski-r .1

legend, 13
Jemima^ Moravian ship, 2£.5, ao?,

38S
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Jennings, action of, at Sandwich
Bay, Beard and Jen-
nings' lawsuit concern-
ing (1S20), 391-4

Jensen, Stephen, in charge of Mor-
avian trade at Nain, 26S

Companion of Haven, 266
Jersey, 337
Jersey firms in Labrador fisheries

(see also Janvrin). 383,
3891404,409

Jersey Patket, Moravian ship, and
her Captain, 266

Jesuit Relations, sdent as to Brest,
Labrador, 79

Jesuits as missionaries, 140
JiggcrB (faux), objections to use of,

17th century, 151, i8th
century, 415-6, present
day, 153, n.i

John Cabal, by H. Harrisse. 27
John and Sebastian Cabot, by

H. Harrisse, 27
Johnson, Dr. Samuel, and the Es-

kimos in London, 238-9
on Banks' voyage with Cook, 199

Johnston, James, <-i'/«?rf on GrenfeU^
work from 1892 to 1908.,
464-6

Jolliet and Constantin, on Eskimo
friendliness, 140

Jon, Bishop of Gardar, visit of, to

Rome, 3
Jones, surgeon of York Fort,

frozen to death, 237, his
fiiithful d(^, ib.

Journal^ Jens Haven^s, given to
Palliser, story told by,
256-9

Jcurttai of a Residence oh the Lab-
rador, by George Cart-
wright, (ited on Bears
fishing for Salmon,
22, 343-3

Judictal difficulties from placing
Labrador under Quebec,

, ,. ^. .34»' 343
Julta Shirtdan, steam-launch given

toR.M.D.S.F.,465
Juno, American Whaling schooner

seiiedfoi tiespass(l8l8},

361 AnA
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KABLOlfAST ot noD'Eskimot de-

spised by the Eilumot,

165. »38
Metningandnoblemoftheword^

150,Bom eitaiout 159-00

K»IU, the Eikimo Adam. 156

Kane, Dr. EUsha, nod the Ei-

kimos, 156-7

Kangenhutioak Bay, 39*

Karalit, common name for Eskimos

of Labrador and Green-

land, 156, 361

KarlKfhi, Tborfinn, and his wife

Gudrid, voyage of, to

Vinland from Green-

land, 7, events of their

journey, 8, birth of their

son, and their return, 9
Karpik, Eskimo boy-fffisoner, fate

of, 301-3
" Kathai, The Company of", mem-

bers, aims and success

of, 105-8

Kaubvick, see Caubvick

Kaubvick'a Island, 417

Kayaks, see Canoes, Eskimo

Keats, Admiral Sir Richard Good-

win, K.B., Governor of

Newfoundland, 344

Instractions to, from Bathurst.on

American Fishing sUtus

after Tieaty of Ghent,

356, acted on, 357

Memorial to, of Merchants of

St John's on Exclusion

from British Waters of

French and American

fishers (1813). 345 '*

seq.t his letters support-

ing, 350| 3S». 35f-7
of EskinKeewedloke tribe of Eskimos,

numbers of (1773). Cur-

tis on, 169

Keeaskat, now Kegashka, River,

Labrador, I3>

Kemp. George, of Poole, evidence

of (1817), on Amencan
Fishery in British waters

before war of 1812, and

on view then taken of

their rights under Treaty

of Fans, 359-6i

Kennedy, Mr., 443 .

Kesscssaki 01 Kassessaki, nver of,

suggested French sta-

tion at, I38-9* U3> >43

Kessessasskiou River, Labrador,

131 (fi ».[

Kettle, CapUin, master of Cart-

wright's vessel, his de-

sertion and fate, 345

Killinek, Eskimo name for Cape

Chidley, ij

Killinek Peninsula, lie of, 68

King, Governor, on Labrador m
1792, poor fishing and
excessive prices of neces-

saries, 386
" King" map, features of, 59-60, 63
and the name *

' Labrador, 53-4

Kingminguse, first Eskimo bap-

tized in Labrador, re-

lapse of, 371

Kinnamish River, Hamilton Inlet,

Salmon fishery rights

on, adjudicated on, by

Labrador Court, deduc-

tion as to Newfound-

land jurisdiction, 443'

3

Kmoch, see Kohlmeister and Kmoch
Knight, John, expedition of, in

search of the North-

west Passage, misfor-

tunes of, 133

on Eskimo character, 165

Knollys, deserter from Gilberts

expedition, ill

Xncr, last sWp to go to Greenland

from Norway {1406), 3

Kodlunarn Island, relics of Fro-

bisher'sexpedition founc

on, 107, ff.1

Kohlmeister, Moravian missionary

report of, on his retire

ment, 393
Kohlmeister and Kmoch, boa

voyage of, to Ui^vi
Bay, aims and re

sulu, 387

on Greenland houses, nor

Eskimo, on Amito

Island, 13

on their passage through Grer

fell Channel, 136-7
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Kokfoak River, Eskimos of, aad
Kohlmeister, 287

Kraaken, the, or Octopus, seen off

Labrador, 398
Kromm, Moravian, with Erhardt

on Labrador, 252
Kunstman II map, date and fea-

tures of, 6o-i

Kunstman III map, details given
bjr, other maps Based
on, 61, 62

Value of, on Coast of Newfound-
land,Labrador,&:c.,63-4

Kunstman IV map, 62
on Labrador^ tne Corte Reals,

and Newfoandland (Ba-
calaos), 64

Kunt. Moravian, with Erhardt on
Labrador, 252

La Cosa, Juan, map by, of Cabot's
New-found-land, 57 d:

n, I ; Harrisse on, zS
on Newfoundland and its

capes, 30
Labouchere, Henry, despatch firom,

to Governor Darting on
consent of Newfound-
land rect^nized as essen-
tial to any modification

of its rights (1856), 411
Labrador, absence nom of govern-

mental control, effects,

308
Absence of schools, churches,

priests, and teachers in,

the one exception, 429
Account of, by Sir F. Bernard

(1760), 320-6
as Affected by the Treaty of

Ryswick, 129-30
as Affected by the Treaty of

Utrecht, 129-30, 135-6
Agricultural experiments in, Mo-

ravian, 297
suf^ested, by an unknown,

144. 146-7

Alien nation expelled from by
Eskimo, tradition on,
and Rink's comments,
12-4, 16

Labrador {eontd,) :—
Animal life of {see also uHtter

Names of Creatures),

131, 135. 136. 137,
139, 321 etaliii

Moravian references, 280-1 ef

seq,, unexplained pheno-
mena r^;arding, 302

Area and conformation, 135
Atmospheric phenomena obser-

ved byMoravians (i 797),
a76-7, (1836), 295.6

Belle Isle a part of (1841). Milne
on, 409

Beothuk migration to, tradition

of, 152
Blockhouses on, to protect fishers,

Palliser on, 180-2, 319
Boundary Line, between New-

foundland and Cinadian
territories on, roughly
stated, 446, 447

British fisheries on. from 1765 to

1908., 379, : )-426
Brought under English rule as a

whole by conquest of

Canada {1760), 433,
English possession con-
firmed by Treaty of
Paris (1763), 434

OQ Cantiao, King, and other

maps, 54
Caribou deer of, 136, 137

domestication suggested by an
unknown, 135, 144, 470

menace to, of Paper-pulp in-

dustry, 437
Cartier at, ice off, 7^

his opinion on, 76
Cartwright's settlement on, in-

ducements to, 333-3, h>3

life there summarized
from his journal, 234
et seq.

Cash scarce in (1863), 417
Coast :—
American Fishery along, 152,

153. 3»-6. 334» 335.
353, 356 */ stq., 371 */

j«., 413
contraband trade by, 346
estimates of catches, 374

\
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Ubfador((«i/rf.):—
Cout (irMi/</.):—

American Fishery {eim/d. ) ;—
decline of (1859). 4I3.

GooOe'k explanmtion

of, 376
endof (i86g), 420

American Fishing rights at, un-

der Treaty ofParis, 334
the same under Treaty of

i8i8,,^65. 366, 368
American Whalers visiting,

undesirable characters

of, 303
Banks, found off, by McClin-

tock (i860), 416

fishing possibilities of,

42T, 424 .

Banatry on, punishment se-

cured byGrenfelt, 471-2

Basque fishers absent from

{1720-43), 154
Bernard's descripti9n, 320, 321

Best early maps of, 63-4

Britbh fishers excluded from by

leases, &c., 363, 364

Cod of, set Cod, m/ra
Cook's survey, I97

Curtis's chart of, 209

Effect on, of detachment of

Ice from Greenland

Coast (1816-7). 287-8

Date for Fish to strike, 28

East, exploration of, tiitist^.

and La Cosa's map, 57> *>• I

on Reinel's map, 62

Fishery, chiefly exercised by
Newfoundland andWest
Coast men, 440

Fishing disputes on, reasons

of, 471
Fishing Rights on, proposed

concession of, to the

French (1850) pre-

vented by Newfo'md-
land, 410-1

Gales on, destruction from

(1885), assistance sent,

423
Ice atoi^ {SM also Moravian re-

ports), 28, 34, 53. >62,

Currents bearing, 334

Ijtbradoi {cMtd.) :—
Cwst {eom/d.) :—

Islands of, 162, 3*1 :
'«™

for extension of fishing

among, 423-4 J Santa

Cruz on, 65-6

Kroaken (giant Octopus), seen

off, 298
on Kunstman III map, 61

Newfoundlanders fishing on,

(180613), 390
Northern :—
Climate of, Smith on, 416
Exploration of, 118 it sef.,

384-5
Fishery on, beginning (1863)

and progress (1870 and
after). 413,

,

Lane's chart of (1772), 4M
Survey petitioned for, and

carried out (1866-76),

414-5
Population of, origin of, 4*0

devotion to their homes,

420,455
J.. , .

name given to, and its den-

vation, 420
numbers of (1868-9), 420
precarious food" supply of.

297
resident on, between Blanc

Sablon and Sandwich

Bay (1856), 4"
Protection on, from foreign

fishers desired, 362

Publicly taken possession of, by
Crofton(i797). 193 ,

Rel^ous history of {see also

Grenfell, and Mora-

vians), 421. '

Seen by Corte Ref '., 7I1 'Iwes

brought back by, 66

Southern :—
Fishery of, fiulureof (1868-9)1

consequent extreme dis-

tress in, 420
French grants made of, earlj

l8lh century, 43?
Settlers with, action of

resisting Palliser's ic^
lations (1772), upshoi

of, 436 «//«;.
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Labrador {tomtd,):—

ComU (coH/d.) :—
Southern {cantd. )

:

—

Roman Catholic Mission-

aries on, 397
Visited by French fishers

(eire. 1670), 433
Surreys of, by Couk, 197-9,

and by I^ne, 199, 414
View of, going North from

Newfoundland,67,trend
of, 67-8

Visited by Governor Darlii^

(1856), 412
Cod caught o£r(^ su Appendix),

estimates of quantities,

406,425
importance of, Palliser on, 179

C!e)jy few in, magistrates and
police non-existent on
roast, 458

Climate of {stea/jo Ice, infra), 146
Bernard on. 331
Mallard on, 167
Reports on, of Moravians,

380-314
Co-operative stores and mills

in, 464, 465, Grenfell's

ideas on, 469 ; value
discussed, 469-70

Court of Civil (and later also of

Criminal) Jurisdiction

constantly set up and
abolished, histoiy of,

a94. 367, 396-7. 390-400,

407, 408, 409, 417,

419 (t- N. t, 431, 443,

443. 445. 449-51. 470
Judges of, su MacNeil Pat-

terson, Pinsent, Sweet-
land & Tucker

Value of, Sweetland on, 419
Courtemancbe ig.v.), as Com-

mandant of the c(»8t of,

»34
Curtis 5 Reports on, dUd, 309-10
Davis's account of, 1 19-20

Debatable ground in evidence

supporting Newfound-
lana claim to, 443-5

Debt of, to Haven, 274
Disease and famine in (1855), 300

Labrador {eotitd.) :—
Division of between England

and France, 433
intervening coasts ol, division

agreed on by Treaty of
Utrecht but not carried

out, 43J
Drying and curing stations on,

hired by A lericans,

3389
Duties collerted on {1840),

407-8 ; Act enabling

(1863), 417, 445; con-
tumacy of merchants,
407-3, 417-S ; difficulties

in, and Acts authorizing,

407-8,411,417-8,445
Early Exploration after dis -overy,

how deduced, 70-1 ei

/rami
problems of, attempt to ex-

plain, S^et/nnii
Earthquake shocks on, 385, 395,

300
Employees shipped away by

Grimes', 344, 345
English discovery of, 54, 55, 57

consequent claim to, 29, 32,

93. "3.43
maps recording, 39

fishermen at, 65, 73
occupation of, Eskimo diS-

culty, in early days, 167,
171

sovereignty over, declared by
the Treaty of Paris, 95

Error on, in Waldsecmuller^
Carta Mi Ina, 63

Eskimos of (j«- Eskimos of
Labrador), Migration
from, to Greenland, 12

Establishments (stf Settlers,

injra) on, urged by
the unknown, sites sug-

gested, 138-9
Europeans and Americans win-

tering on, 39S
Firit Mail-steamers at,from New-

foundland (1S80), 311
First map to name correctly, (w
First recorded fishing adventure

to (Davis's), 123

i
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Ltbndof (ccMtd.) :—
Pint lighted by Femandet in ex-

pedition of 1 501 ., 39, 39
Fiih on eout ud in riven, {tee

Couts, Cod, Salmon,

Ac.), 321.
,

Fiihen, cbancteiutics oft 409*

470-1

haid toil of, 55
liability of, lor Greenwich

HospiUl dues, 400
Fishery(ie5) {see also Appendix)

Absence of English in (1765)*

Palliset on, 380
Board of Trade papers on,

304 ei stq.

British and other vessels en-

gaged in, returns for

1765. » 380
1760-7. 381

1769.. 381

177*. 381-3

1773- . 38a '

I775-. 383^
1784-5. , 38s
1793., 386, 403
1794., 387^^
1804-6., 388
181 7.. 403
i8ao., 395
1824., 403
i8a6., 40a

1839., 406
183a, 403
183a., 403
1841., if»
1845.. 409
1848., 409
1859., 410
1856., 413
1865., 4«3-4
1866., 414

Crofton sent to report on, 19a

Difiiculty of marketing fish,

suggestions on, 424-5

French encroachments on

(1835), 408, Rendell on

{1840), 408, Milne's in-

vestigation ( 184 1 ), 408-9,

Locke on (1848), 409
measures taken to prevent

{i8sa), 4»o

Labrador {(Ontd.'S :—
Fisheries ^contd,) \—

Hinde's report on (i875-6)>

431-3

Importance of, witnesses to, be-

fbreCommittee ofHouse
ofAssemhly» Newfound-
land (1856), 410; others

on, 179. ao9, 43*
Jiggers objected to, iSii iS^t

ff- 1* 415-6

Most complete account of,

Robmson's (iSao), 394,

395 1 396
MacGrcgor on ( 1 830). his state-

ments discussed, 403-6

Nature, extent, and value, an
unknown on, 136-7

Newfoundlanders in, 306,

numbers of, area used,

and take, 410-11, 451
Norman and Breton fishers at,

16th century, 36
Palliser's Pr^salt for £»•

couraging, 177-83

Possible expamion of, 431,

4a3-S
. , . .

Regulations for, desired assimi-

lation of to those of

Newfoundland. 384
Issued by Palliser (1765),

174-5. ai3 «' J*?-
. . ^

Preservation of, for Bntish

fishers, PalUsei on, 187

Seal and Salmon (1784-5).

returns of firms engaged
in, and places con-

cerned, 385
Shipping of crews and men

for (1836), 400, 401-3

Steamers in, complaints of,

absurdity shown, 425
Vrawls in, success of, 424
Vessels going to, overcrowding

on, made penal (18S1),

432-3
Warren's account of (1866),

4**. 41s , . „..
Foreign traders in, and the Eski-

mos, 278-9
Forest fires of, 197
" dark days " due to, i97
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Labrador (eamtd.) :—
French gruiti on portion con>

cemed truuferied to

Lower Ckudft (iSaj),

441
PonesuoQ of (1713-63)1 379
Polls in, luggeitedt 138,

143, 143
Regulations for, 143-5

Settlers on, 131 tt stq.

French Shore,Ri|;htsoftheFiench
on connimed by Treaty
{cirt. 178^), 348: date

of extinction of, 370
Ftobisher's adventures at, gold

found by him, 104, his

search for mines, and
the upshot, ios-8

Fur-bearing animals of and fur

trade, 136, 321, 398,

447, menace to of

Paper-palpindttstry,427

Gibbons* visit to, 127-8, 320
Government of, easier from New-

foundland than from
Quebec [set Transfer*

ence infra)^ 438, 440
Grant of, applied for (1752),

blocked by Hudson Bay
Co., 130

Made to Dr. Dee, iia

Grants of land in, to Moravians,

the fourth, Proclamation
accompanying, 184, 186,

391-3
and Greenland, loth century

writers clear on, not so

map-makers, 67
GrenfeU's work in (details umUr

Grenfell), 454 't »?
Gut of Canso route to, use of by

Americans, 365, objec-

tion to, of Nova Scotia,

363. 363
Harbours of, 321

Injury to fishing by pollution

with American fish

offal, 353
Tidal flow in, 326

Herring fishery on, climax and
decline of, 426

High pricesat (1792}, King on,3S6

Labrador (tomid.) :—
History, pajjim
Prominent names in, jmCabot,

Cartier, Cartwrigbt,

Coughlan, Davis, Noble
& msoQ, Palliser, &c.

Hospitals in, esublished by
Grenfell, 457, 463,
value of, 467

Hudson Bay Co., first legal pos-

sessor ofany part of, 129

Operations in b^un (1831),

MacLean on, 406-7

Territories owned in, at date

of Treaty of Paris, 434
Impossible to be identified with

Vintand, 18

Indians of iq.v.) described by
Cartier, 76-7

Menace to, of Paper-pnlp in-

dustry, 437
Present da^r, Eskimonamefbr, 1

3

Infection imported into, by
Eskimos returning from
Eur pe, 240, 311, ex-

treme seriousness, pres-

ent day, 312,313
Influenza epidemic, deaths from

(1842), 396
Inhabitants of, non-Eskimo,

Gomara on, 162

Judicial methods in, jm Naval
Surrogate A Civil Court

Cartwright's methods, 228-9

De Brouague's methods, 151

Jurisdiction of, transferences of

to and from Newfound-
land and Quebec, 186,

203, 206-8, 210. 2|3,

270, 337, 343. 384, 387*

399,402,432,433>434f
436-9, 440, 45 If'"?-.

Kunstman IV. map, on sight of,

by Portuguese, but not

landing, 64
as land&ll of J. Cabot,

21-3, arguments for and
against, 26 et stq.

" Liveyeres " of, religious n^lw:t

of, 428, later missionary

work amone i^^ (*^so

Grenfell), 430-3'
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Labrador {catUd.) t-~

Ijquor traffic illegal od, Gren*
(eU'i keeonctt to pre-

vent lale, 471
Lninber trade of, future of, 447,

drawbacki of develop-

ing. 4*7
Memoir concenung, by an

unknown, 135, text,

135-47
Merchants, desirous of a Court of

Justice (1840), 40S
Opposition of, to paying Duties,

editions proposed by,

407*8, 411, 417-8
Minerals in, 106, 107, 136. 138,

143, 326, 417, 447
Moravian Bretnien's first visit to,

a«. 353
Moravian Mission's grant of land

on, objects of, delays,

attitude of Palliser,

263-3, the o"^ JC^**
ing, 263-6, tM Minion
set up, 169, 369, locale

of, and support of

Shuldham, 207, sup-

ported by Pidliser, 183.

190. 197
History, summarized from their

reports, from 1801 to

18^., 280, 281-314
SeIf-supportii%, 303

Name of, derivation and origin,

39. 39i 55. 60. 96
DiscusMd, 53 4i Stq,

Maps, Cantino, "King," and
others, in connection

with, 53-4
Names marked on, in Kuntt-

nan II. map, 60-1

markeu on, in maps, before

any on Newfoundland,
61, the one excep-

tion, ib.

non-English, early reason for

this, 97
Nascop e Indians, deaths of

(1857). 443
Naval jurisdiction, 215, 217, 221

New era dawning for, in 1892.,

314. 3»6

Labrador (fM/dl) t—
Newfoundland propw country to

have jurisdiction over,

446-7. why. 447
** No-man's" land ull later 17th

century, 433
Norse viuts to, 3

Skraelings encountered, 161

Number, of Vessels and Crews
cleared at the Customs
House for Labrador

—

i^ki^ 1894-1908, Ap-
pendix, 475

Falliser's efforts in, to promote
good relations with
Eskimos. 171. 174*5

Falliser'sFishery Regulations, na-

ture or, 435. 438
Part "ceded" to England at

Treaty of Utrecht,

129-30, 136

Pact placed under Newfoundland
by Treaty of Paris, de-

fined by Proclamation,

434, what was intended,

434-5
Part remaining French afie

.

Treaty of Utrecht, 136
Peninsula of, as divided in

1825., 443
Planters and fiirriers of (1793),

oppression of, Kng
on, 386

Population of, after ceiuus of

1901, as to numbers,

and as to religions, 431
Stationary, sm Liveyeres

Transients, two classes of, 257
Porcupines numerous 00, 70, n. i

Principal firms on ydre. 1777),

383-3 (1784-5). 385
Privation, chronic, in, 456
Proposed dividing line between,

and French North Am-
erica (arc. 1713). »30

References to, in Eden's trans-

lation of Peter Mar-
tyr, 66

Relation of, to Greenland, &c.,

Santa Crui on, 65-6

Religious provision suggested by
an unknown, 14S
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LabndOT (cmiA/.) :

—

ResemblADce to, of HellulaDd,

7. 10. n
RJM ofUnd on couUt 386 <t h. i

Rivers of,ieierved fromAmericin
fitben fay Treftty of

1818., 368
Riven of, S«lmon-fiihing in by

Americmns, 336, 353
Rains of non-EiIdmo houses,

surmiK tnd tradition

at to, 1 1-5

S. Cabot's vorages beyond, 43,
with Pert, 7a, 96

Salmon of, 10 «/ aliAi

St. Ma]6iDs' fishery at, 73,

74. 89
Scenery, characteristics of, 10, 1

1

Seal Fishery, prosecution of

ui^ed by Curtis, his

reason, a10
Cesutitw of, 436
Imp<HtaBceof, 4S3

Seen by Corte Real, 34. 35, 59
Settlers, discouraged in, 178, 183,

186, l^, 262; later,

encouraged* 304-6
Protection of, conditions on,

Board of Trade views,

and Shuldham's procla-

mation. rws-6
Smatl-pox conveyed to, by Caub-

vick's hair, 340
Sole fortifications on (1794), 195
Southern, date of Eskimo first

visits, and reason for,

165-6

Fishersof France, England,and
Spain on, 118, 165

not frequented by Eskimos at

time of discovery, 160,

161. 165
Starvation in, cases of, 456
Stone erections in, possibly Look-

outs, Grenfell on, Green-
land parallels to, 18

Supply system discussed, 468-9
Thunuer and lightning frequent

on, 331, 324
Trade, monopoly of, by Ameri-

can fishers (1852), Fin-

lay on, 375

Labrador [fOMtd.) :—
Traders and fishers, advances of,

£6forts of Moravians to

minister to, 315
Under charge of Anglican see of

Newfoundland, 439
Visits to, of Bishop Feild (1848),

439-30, consequences,

430-

1

of early seekers of the North-
West Passage, 1 18-38

of McClintock (18613), 415
Water-power available in possi-

ble applications of,

437 (£ H. I

Whale fishery. Darby's enterprise

in (&' s^e Cape Charles),

300, 30I
Excellence of, 133
Hampered by Eskimo, 133
Importance of, 179
Palliser's orders concerning,

313 </j^., 31S-20
White and mixed population of,

nucleus of, 284, 420
White settlers unsuited to, 437
Wintering on, privilege of, how

granted, 3l6
W'xxls on {tt4 aisa Forest, Lum-

ber, <fe Trees) 331, 335
Bernard on, 333
Firing of, prohibited by Palli*

ser, 196-7
LaSrador, by Dr. Packard, eii4J

on Porcupine Strand, 9,
10, and on Scenery of
Newfoundland, 10, 11

Labrador and Newfoundland,
Anglo-Azorean expedi-

tions to, 39, 37 ft stq.,

60, 71

First Mail-steamer between,

313, 420
Fishermen of, effects on character

of contact with Ameri-
can fishers (1813), 346-7

as Nurseries for the navy, 177-83,

«63, 348, 379. 380. 393
Privateers raiding (1778-81), de-

predations of, and re-

prisals, 332, 333
Three-mile limit desired for, 354
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LABRADOR
ComiMunr, the, amn
and end of, 383

Labrador Harbour, American mb-
deed* att 353

Labrador tea, Cartwr^ht't tncceu-

fal mc of, isS
Labradorville, luggcsted name, 135,

143
Lady Tjfrc^nntl, one ofCartwrigbt'B

vesieb, 341
Lair, or Laiie, M-, letter from, to

Mme. de Courte-

manche, 147'^

on tamii^ Caribou, 470
Lake Atchikou, natives near, 3x1

Lake Atchoua, natives near, 320
Lake Miataiiini, 130

Land of Bean (Terre Ursot), 70
Land of Labrador {Terie de Lab<

rador), 69
Land of Jo&o Vai (Corte Reale),

(Terra deTohanVa*),70
Landhlli,Engliihfkill inmakii%,98

of John Cabot, fint Voyage,

3I-2, 71, arguments on,

36 ti seq.

HarriiM on, S7

Lane, Ueut. Michael,Cook's survey

successor, 199
Charts by, of Northern LAtvador

coast (177a). 414
Map of (1790) Brest (Old Fort

Bay), correctly shown
on, 78

L'aooe-au-Loui^ L'anse-i*Lonp, or

Lancc'a-Loup :—
Civil Court at, 399
Eskimos at, infant of dead

mother stoned by, 213
Fishery at (1804-6), 389
Noble ftPinsors post at,l94. 383
Scaling post at, 385

L'ance-au-Loupto Rigolette, census

of all vesfcels (and their

catch) between (1826),

40i
Laplanders, Reindeer of, 144

Brought to Labrador by Gren-
fell. 466. 470

Lark, H.M.f Mi, 259
Larkin, Johr. d man-smuggling

(1702), 319

Latitnde, fair conectncst in, of

early voyagm, 59
Lavradw, as meaning laboarat,

and derivatioD of nam«
" Ubrador," Biddia

lliomai, portrait by,
' Ferdlta," 202

Lawrence, Sir

of
Le Boutilliet Brothers, Jtrser firm

in Labrador fisbertai,

383» 419
Ltaman, Thomas, wage account of,

with his master, 184-6

Ltdmm laiiftlmm or Labrad<» tea,

Caitwright's sneceisfal

use of, 23S
Legardeur. Augustin, Sieur dt

Courtemaache,J«(Coui'
temanche

Leghorn, New England fish trade

with, 335
Legislation needed for protecticn

of Eskimos, 3i3> 4^7
Leif the Lucky, "Africa," dis*

covered l^, 6
Conversion of, to Christianity, 7
Voyage of, to Vinland, 7
rh, Dr., "Leigh, letter to, of Thome

from Spain on northern
limit of Spanish do-

minion in America, 64-5

Lennox Library, New York, the

Sieur de Combes' letter

in, 79
Lcs Chassei, Island, gold, jet, and

coral of, Combes on, 86
Les Islettes Bay, of Cartin, now

Bradore, other names,

132, N.I

Lester, Messrs B., & Co., Labra-

dor firm, 383, 389
Leyden, Puritans noro, and

James L, 317
Lisbon, Cantino map drawn at, 58
L'Isle de Bouays (Woody Island),

passed by Cartier, 7$
L'Isle des OuaiseauU (Greenly

Island), passed by Car-

tier, 75
Uttle Castle Street, London, dwel-

ling of Cartwright, with

his Eskimos, 236

^li
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Uttte Mteathw, 9J
flwHlMT pCMtl St, 385

Uttlt RiTtr, Gikino dtpndatiooi
t, 14S

'*Utai la«KBitum," on WtldMe-
miiUer map, 63

** Lireycm " of Labndor, ori*

gin. 4M
AtUKhment of, to their hornet,

4*0.455 ,
Gm<!rotit]r of, 45"
lAck of medical aid for, before

GrenfeU'B day, 45^7
Precftriotti euitence of, 455

It paisim

Religiotu neglect of, 438, reme-

died, fint by Feild,

429-31, Utei by Grcn-
fell, q.v.

Local Lawi, American 6iher9

amenable *;>, 366, 367,

36»-5.397 ^
Locke. CapttiO, on French en-

crr achmenu on Lab-
rador (Belle lale)

(1848), 409
Lok, Michael, and "The Company

ofKathai," 105, 108

Lolly or Anchor Ice, 226

London, 317, Eikimoi brought to,

by Cartmight, conie-

quencet, 234 et itf.,

310-1, 416-7

Moravian Church in, plans of,

for permanent lettle-

ment in Labrador, 366,

I^eliminary expedition,

366-7, the fint settlers

despatched, 268

Sale of Moravian &sh in, 306
Ship adventurers from, it fjalffa-

dor, 380
Ships sent from,toNewfoundland,

by Henry VI L (1537),

Hakluyt on, 51

London Association of Moravians,

trading by, methods
pursu^, 279-So, use

made of pificeeds, 280,

286, 289, 3t>?., 305, 31-

London Bridge, Eskimos' idct.

of. 235

Loadoa HoipiUl,GmfeU*i ttndki,

teachers and fHeadi
•t. 459

London Merchants^ Davii fitted oat

by, 118

Grant of Latvador sought by
(I75»». 130

North-West Passage Expedition
sent by, I32 tt stq.

L(»doa University, Grenfell's

matriculition at, 459
Long Harbour, fishery dispute at,

(1877). 378
Longtitude, errors in, of early

voyagers, $9
Lords of Committee for Trade and

Plantations, Bounty re-

commended by on Bri-

tish fish imports. West
Indies, 340-1

Letters to, from Holloway, 34a
Petitioned for grant of Labra-

dor, 130
Report or( 1786), on Rwulation

for Labrador nsheries,

error committed by, ^84
*
' Lou of Sense " disease in Eskimo

<log<> 304
Loughboro^h, Lord, ut Solicitor-

General

X<ouis XIV. and Courtemanchc,i34
Louisbourgh, winters at, 336
Low Cape (Cabo de Bassii), 70
Lucas, Lieut., Cartwright's part-

ner, 301, 303, 233
Relations with Eskimos, 235
Knowledge of their language.

301, 223
Lumber enterprise, upper reaches of

Hamilton Inlet, dispute

over, between govern-

ments of Quebec and
Newfoundland, as to

Boundaries. 432-3
Prospects of, 447

Lumber trade of Labrador, possi-

bilities and drawbacks
of, 427

of Newfoundland.Keats on,355
Lundberg, Brother, on Ruins of

Houses, non-Eskimo,

near Naiu, 12, 14

if
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LfWbwMf , Aduii of QtMbw, firm

tradiac ftnd furring in

Iluailton Inlet, com-
pUT formed with

, ^
(lioy). 383

Ljnubunwi and Grant, Qosbw firm

io Lftbcader fiibery,

(i«o6).38;,389
Lymington, dtath of Ckrtwright'i

EiUmat at, from Smalt-
poi, 240

MacBrairi, J., 349
McQiatock, Sir Leopold, lurrey

made bv, for North At-
lantic TdwTaph(i86o),
rout* of, vuit to Lab-
rador, result of work.
415-6

McLure, Arctic expedition of, 157
MacGregor,ColonelJohD,on Ameri-

can fitlieri and their

catchei at Labrador
(1839). 374

on Labrador fiihery (183d), hii

ftatement* discussed,

40|-«
MaeGr^oT, Sir William, Governor

of Newfoundland, on
Chateau Bajr and its

shores, 10
on Grenfell Channel, 115-6
on Udes in Hudson's Straits, isi

McKUk>p, Lieut., American vessels

detained bjr, reason for,

McLean, John, on Alcohol sup-

plied to natives by Hud-
son Bay Co. , 301 , n. i

on Hudson Bay Co.'t opening
operations in Labrador

(1831). 406-7
on ill-effccu on Indians of

Hudson Bay Co.*s trade

and in praise of the

Moravians, 305
Macoeil, J. L., Judge, Labrador

Court, 431
Madison, James, see President

Magdalen Islands, American Fish-

ing rights at, under
Treaty of Paris, 334

Magdalta IiluKlt {tmld.) >-
Fishery at, Americans frequest-

ing, qoestion of righu

oC 336-7
British at, and American

compititioa, Cfofton on,

3J6-7
Coftn s grant, 338
Crolton sent to report on,

19s
Grants, improvident, made in,

fishers hampered by,

363. 364
Regulations for, issoed by

PalUser (1765), 213
tt tea.

New Englanaen at, misconduct

of; Byron's action, uS
Sea-cow fi^rr at. destroyed by

Americans, 33S A m. I

Protection at, from foreigners

desired, 36a
Shores open to American fishers^ - ' 1818..by Treaty of

365, British V

meaning, 366, Ameri-
can contention (1877),

367
Under Canaila, 440
Under Newfoundland (Treaty of

Paris), 434
Maggiolo, or Maiiolo, map (151 1),

on Labrador as En^ish,
6a, 95-6

Magistrates for Labrador coast to

collect Duties, si^gested

by Finlay, 375
Magnetic Pole, stone ruins near,

Amundsen on , 1 5 ^ /i. i

Maida Islands, 81

Maine, was it Vinland ?, 16

MaiUa, American schooner, seised

for breach of naviga-

tion laws of Labra-
dor, 343, importance of

this, 344
Mallart, Jehan, on Eskimos and

land, of Labrador, 163

Mallie (Evil), name on old maps
of Labrador, 70

Manuel, name on old Labrador
maps, 70
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leia,

1 by

«3

Mmh and Chult :—
Attlgniiw Lftbrador to the Eof-

Ibh, 957
Bellini (1741), Bell Bay on, 52.

Braddcc on, 132, ml
Ouierio, 61
Cuitino, tiate, pUce, and inten-

tion of, 57 8, detail! on,

S>.63
" Labrador " named on, 53-4
Chaviteaa (1698), Bell Bay on,

15*
Chimmo's, of Northern Labrador,

(1866), 414-5
Cook Sl Laoe'i (1790), Bradore

on, 13a, n. I

Curtiii'i, of coait of Labrador,

309
Deiclier'i. 6a, 67
Deilien, 6a, 68, 69
Dunnui Nikolaui Germanui, 63
Du Pont'i, 3a
Early, Iwcnd on, of diicovery of

Labrador by Enrtish 39
Gaitildui JacobuB, rittdhy Eoen,

on Baccalaoi and Labra-
dor. 66

CastaIdi-Ramuiio, origin of

demons on, i6a
Harleyan (art. 1543), 74
" King," features of, S9-6o, 63
and the name " Labrador,"

53-4
Kunstman II, date and featurea

of, 60-1

Kuoitman III, detaib given by,

other maps based on,

61, 63, 63-4
Ktmstman IV, 63, on the Corte

Real's discoveries and
fates, 64

La Cosa's, of J. Cabot's fint

voyage, iJJkn. 1

HanlsBC on, 38
on Cape Breton, 30

Lane's ( 1 790), Brest correctly

shown on, 78
of northern Labrador coast

(i77aJ. 414
Maggiolo or Majiolo (iSit)> on

Labrador as English,

63, 95-6

Mapa aihl Charts U^tii. ) :—
Masoa's (i6a5), on Cabot's dis*

covery of Cape Bona-
viftla, 31 -a

Mattioli (1547), on Khkimo uf the
New Lands, 16a

MaxwcU'i, of northern Labrador
coast (ll»7S), 415

Molyneni** (Emetic), on Labra>
dur, a6, 96

Oliveriano, first to ant J. Cabot's
name for his diKuver>
ies, 71

Padron General, 97
Portuguese ('55^)* endorsing

English right to Labra-
dor, 96

Reinel's (Peifro), features of,

63,67
Riliero, (1539), 62
on Labrador as discovered by

the Eneliih, 11, 96
Wolfenbuttel map, a copy of, 55

Riccardina, 63, 67, extent of, on
Cape Bonaviita, 33

Ruysch's (1508). first to refer

to Hudson's Straits,

131, fl.I

treating New found lands ai
Asia, 6a

Sebastian Cabot (so-called) of
I544-, a6, 30-1, 43.
47. 62

16th century confusion by, of
Greenland with Labra-
dor, 67

early, on EnffUsh discovery of
Labrador, 37

Thome's (1537). on Labrador as
English, 96

Verraxano (1534). on English dis-

covery of Labrador, 96
Viegas (1534), Golf du Batel

on, i67,ff.i

on Cape Bonavista, 33
WaldseemUller, special feature

of. 62-4
Wolfenbuttel, B., $$> ^^
on Labrador discovered by

the English, 96
on the origin of the name

Labrador, 55, 96
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March, Mary, a Beothuk, taken

to St. John's, 291
Ma^uerite de Navarre, tale by,

of the Straits of Belle

Isle, 90
Marguerite, niece of Roberval, ro-

mantic tale about, 90-z
Markham, Sir Clements, investiga-

tions on Compass varia-

tion, tentp. J. Cabot. s8
Markland, in lath rentury MS.

geography, 6
Meaning of name, 8
ReserabXsoce of, to Newfonnd-

land, 9
Visited by Karlsefiii. 8

Maria, an Eskimo exhibited in

Enrope, 310
Maria, schooner, seized by crew

(1831), American al-

lied complicity, 371-3
Marlborough, Grenfell an old

scholar of, 458
Marly, 134
Marriages, celebration of, by lay-

men, Xjibrador (1848
and earlier}, 429

by laymen in Nevrfoundland,
339, tt.i

Marten, H.M.S., at Sandwich
Bay, 346

Martens at Cape Cod, 33^
Martin, Bishop (Moravian Mis-

sion), on ruined houses
in lAbrador, 14

Martin, Captain, Naval Surrt^te,

315, and the Beard-
Jeaningscase(i83o),39i

Letter from, on visit to Hamilton
lQlet(i83i}, 443,448-9,
deduction firom as to

jurisdiction, 443
visit of, to Nain, 390-1

Martyr, Peter, Eden's translation, 66
Omission by, of reference to John

Cabot, 35
Sebastian Cabot, 40, and his

Arctic voyage, 43
Mary Guiidfird, one of Rut's

ships, 50
Mary Harbour, Salmon-fishery firm

at, gains of, 385

Mason's Map (1635), on Cabot's
discovery ofCape Bona-
vista, 31-3

Massachusetts {see also New
England), fisheries of

(1790-1810), account of,

in Gltmctiter Telegraph

('829). 335
Fishing-vessels from, taken by

the Dutch, 319
People, words of, on fishery, 347

J/11//MTI', the,John Cabot'sship,niit

voyage from Bristol, si

Matthias, Bishop of Gardar, 4
Mattioli Map (1547), on Eskimo

of Labrador and New-
foundland, 162

Maxwell, Commander, charts made
by, of Northern Lalva-
dor coast (1876), 415

Meadow of Plains (Praia), 70
Mealy Mountains, Coughlan's

station beyond, 303, 382
Measles, devastations of, among

Eskimos of lAbrador,

m^ 314
i^skimMecatina, Eskimo massacres at, 133

Great and Little, 92
Meirtsching, Brother, on Eskimo

language, 157, 158
Memoirs, by ** Perdita Robinson,

cited on her Other's
character, 200

Memoirs of Sebastian Cabot, by
Henry Biddle, cited on
meaning of " Labra-
dor," 53

Men, contraband trade in, of

New England fishers,

318.20, 334, 390
Mer de France (Sea of France), 69
Merchant Adventurers {set aha

Ship Adventurers), Me-
morial of thanking
Palliser for his protec-

tion, &c. (1767), 436
Palliser on, 339-30
reply from, to Palliser (1767), on

Labrador fishery, 379-80
Merchants engaged on Labrador

(&c.) fisherv, and Pal-

liser'sAct, 184, i86(fr «. i
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MeicbanU, potition of, in the supply

system, 468-9
Merchants* Mappi of Commtree,

the (1638), source of

eiiois on Brest, Labra-
dor, 78

Mermaid, one of Davis's vo
seU, 119

Mestay, 147
Meta locogQita, Queen Elizabeth's

name for Labrador,

106, 108

Methodist missionaries to Labra-
dor, 293, 438

Micah vi., verses from, beloved

by Grenfetl, 463
Mice, plague of, in Labrador, 396
Migrations {Set also Eskimo ^.)

of Wild animals, ignor-

ance on, 30a
Mikak, an Eskimo woman, taken

to England by Lucas,

after-doings of, lot

Dress and tent of, 267 ^ ». i

and the Moravian missionaries

at Ninn, 367, 269, her

fiUlini^ A-.7ay, 272-3, and
end, 373

Presents sent t^, to Royalties;

and to Palliaer, 268

Milan, Duke of, Soncino's letter

to, on John Cabot, 23
Millais, J. G., on Caribou antlers

found by Cartwright,

242, n, I

Miller's Tickle, fUhery at (1804-6),

389
Milne, Captam, on Amencan

fishing and smi^gling

(1840T, 375
on French encroachments in

Labrador (1841}, 408-9

Mineral weahh of "Canada" ac-

cording to Combes, 85,

86,88,89
Minerals in Labrador, 106, 107,

136, 138, 143, 326,

4»7. 447
Miturva, Grimes vessel, 192, 244-5

Mining venture of Cartwright, 248

Minks at Cape Cod, 335
Mistaken Harbour. Atkins at, 324

Molyneux map (I599)i on English

discovery of Labrador*

26,96
Mongolian language, constructive

affinityto,of Eskimo, 1 58

Race, theory of Eskimo connec-

tion with, 158
Monkeys, Eskimo horror at, 337
Monroe, President, on American

Fishing rights off New-
foundland and other

British American do-

minions, 368-9, deduc-

tion from, 369
Monson, Sir William, cited in

support of the English

right to the " New
Lands," 114-6

Montague, Governor, of Newfound-
land, 191

Coughlan'i letter to, 303
on Privateers during the War of

Independence, 333
Montagnais, Montaignais, or

Mountaineer Indians,

'97.435 „. .

Converted by Recollet Mission-

aries, 438
Courtemanche's relations with,

132. 137. 150

De Brouague's and others, hunt*

ing trips of, in New-
foundland, 153

Feud of, with Eskimos, 133,

140, 166-7

Friendly and trading with the

French, 133, 333-3, 336

Those described by Cartier, 161

Traditional friendship of, with

Beothnks, 152

Vaccination of (1874)1 445
Yearly journey to coast for Seal

fiahii^, 77
Montreal {st» Hochilaga), site of,

Cartier's journey up the

St. Lawrence to, '89

Moody, D. L,, effect of his meet-

ing on Grenfell,enduring

nature of, 459-6°

Moravian Brethren, first to visit

Labrador, 352, fate

of. 253
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Monvuin Brethren {com/tt.) :

—

Establishment of at Ilermhut
(1724), 293

10 Greenland, succe» or, 251
Moravian Mission on Labrador,

first proposed by Er-

hardt, 251-2, followed

}xphyHa.vcn,2$4,*/Uf.,
and started, 169, 268,

438, see alia Mikak
Agricultural experiment of, 297
Arrival of, effect on Indian-

Eskimo feuds, 167-8
Efforts of, to minister to the

fuhers iind traders visit-

ing. 304. 315
Entire though slow success of,

331, 260, 363, 370, 271
et sea. , 28 1 et seq. , 396

EiKleavour of to hinder taking of

Eskimos to £urope and
its justification, 309-13

Eskimos taught use of nets by,

39. 384-5, 303
Eskimos saved by, frotai ex-

tinction, 311, 213, 263,

279. 316, 427
Establishments of {see under

Names), 398
Crofton's enquiiies on, 212
Eskimos at^ numbers of, see

under Eskimos of Lab-
rador

favoured by Palliser, 182, 197,

251. as4, 255-6, 259,
360, 364, hesitation over

land grant, 363-3

schools, churches, &c., of, 429
Shuldham's support, 307

First occasion of bringing a

criminal before a legal

tribunal, 313-4
First official visit to, 390-1
First visit of a Judge to, 294
Grants of land to, 262*3, 263-6,

373, 291-2

Lives of the missionaries, their

wives,chitdren,and sala-

ries, 390, family succes-

sion in the life, instances

of, 398, food of, 284
spirit animating, 373, 289-90

Moravian Mission {tomtd.):—
New era davvning for {1893),

3M. 316
Praise of, by Mcl.<ean, 305
I'revision and povision by, 285
Reports of their work, 3fKi,

account of that in Lab-
rador summarited from,

3bo, 381-314
Support of, 280, 299, 303, 480,

».l

Trading by, reasons for, 378-9
credit system abuses, difficulties

caused by, 307-8
Hudson Bay 0>.'s competi-

tion, 305
methods pursued, 279-80, 286
use made of {voceeds, 280, 300

Visit of Cozens, 293, 428
Work of, summary, 314-16
on arrival of first American

traders at Hopedale
(1857), and results, 413

on " dark days " (1831), 197
on the Eskimo language, 157
on Remains of non-Eskimo

houses near Nain, 1

1

Moravian ships, see Amity, Good
Intent, Harmony I.

to IV., Jemima, Jersey
Patktt, Oliver, Resolu-
tion

French and American passport

granted to, 375-6
History of, 28, no vessel ever lost,

266, 305
Hundredth voyage of, never fail-

ing to reach Labra-
dor, 305

Rates of tnsnrance on, 305-6
Sole &iliire to reach all Labrador

stations (1816}, 388
Morgan, Miles, iii

Mostyn House School, birthplace

of Dr. Grenfell, 458
Mount Johr, starting-point on

Labrador coast open
to American fishers

by Treaty of 1818.,

365. 369
Moyeis birds, eggs and down

of, 137
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Mugfbrd, Captain Francis, of the

Moravian Jtrsty Patlut^

266, in command of
Amity^ 268, yearly trips

made hy^ 375, retire-

ment o^ J76
Mullock, Bishop, witneu on Lab-

rador fiihery ( 18j6), 410
Mwuter, Sebastian. Eden't trans-

lation of, on S. Cabot's
ArcUc voyage, 43

Moicovy, bee-keeping id, 14c
MuscovyCompany and East Indian

Merchants, North-West
Passage expedition sent
by, under Knight, 133

Muscovy and Turkey Companies
expeditions sent oy to
seek the North -West
Fasuge, 133-3

Mo^, Eskimo love of, 164, 165,
38t, 393, 394

Mutiny of English sailon under S.

Cabot, 39-40, 43, 45, 47

Nachtae, Nakvak. Nuckbak, or
Grand Oimp, Eskimos
near, 170

Indians met at. by Atkins, 324
An,\

Heathen Eskimo of, 383
Proposed Moravian mission sta-

tion at, why not foun-

ded, 305
Nain, 389, chosen for Moravian

settlement. 366-7, pro-
ceedii^ of missionaries

at,367 ; company chosen
to live at, 268-9, Curtis's

report on (i773)i 269.
early arrival at, in 1773,
of Moravian ship, 28

Eskimos at, numbers in :—
1801., 275
1831., 389
1828., 393
»»3S-. 29s
184a, 396
185a, 398
i860., 303
188a, 309
1890.. 314

3 N

Nain (tonid.) :—
Famine at (1846), 297
Fiftieth anniversary, celebration

at, 390-1
lee at (1816), 387
Measles Vitality at, 393
Newfoundland fishers at (1859

and 1861), 413
Practically a Christian settle-

ment (1824), 39a
Remains of houses on neigh-

bouring islands, II, 13
Trade difficulties at, with Y%.

kimos, 280, 306
Typhoid mortality at, 313

Names, on l6thcenturymaps,uiiloc-
atable or explainable, 69

Nanny, Cartwright's patient, 228
Naples, New England fish trade

with, 335
Narrows, the, Hamilton Inlet, Mar-

tin at (1821), 449
Nascopee Indians of Labrador, 297.

Courtemanche (probably) on, 133
Starved to death, 443-5

Natron, 93
Naval commanders, judicial powers

of, on Labrador Station
{ste infra Naval Surro-
gates), 304, Palliser on,
215. 217

Naval Surrogates appointed by Pal-
liser, 320 I, 322, later

appointments, 390
and the Beard-Jennings case,39

1

Courts held by, and methods,
390-1

judgment of Forbes (1830), as
affecting, 391, 393

Reason for abolition (1824), 396
A'otw/ Tracts, by Sir W. Monson,

cUul by Harrisse on
English occupation of,

ana claim to, lands dis-

covered byCkbot, 114-6
Navigation Acts first to mention

the New Lands and their

fisheries, 99-100, sub-
sequent rererences, 100
tt xtq.

Richard IPs, 98 9
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NavT( British, and the Fishaiet,

Acts conceming, lOO,

101. loa

MuDtOMiKM of, aim of loth

century Shipping Act,

103

Nawfoaadland and Labrador as

nuTseries for, i77-83i

862, 348, 379. 380, 393

Nechili tribe of Eskimo, Amund-
scd'i tribute to, 168

_

Needle, natire, for net -making

from Cabofa " New
Isle," 33

Nepawktoot tribe ofEskimos, num-
ben of (1773). Curtis

on, 169

Nepean, Mr., and the convicts, 248

NeU, Gill, used in uiirting fishery,

Newfoundland, other

forms forbiddfen, 378

Labrador Eskimo ignorant of. 39,

30, till taught by Mor-
avians, 284-5, 303

.

Laying of near mouths of rivers

or harbours of New-
foundland, forbidden by
Hamilton (1820). 371

Sones* wed by Americans, 374>

389
Mohibited for Herring fishery

(1862), objecUons to.

baus of, 412-3

Newbnryport centre of American

Labrador fishery, 328,

335. 358. 373

New England, 337 , ^ „ . , .

Fishers at Bay of Bulta (i«45).

fate of vessels, 31S

date of return fixed by Palliser.

178, 189,214-5.319
.

at the Magdalen Islands, mis-

conduct of, Byron's con-

sequent Proclamation,

328
vessels of first recorded visit

to Labrador, i75» ^^^*

numbers after 1823.,

373*4

off Labrador, 380, after War
of Independence, 334-5

New England (etntd.'S :—
FisheiJ {centd,)'.—

and the Man-smuggling trade,

eSbrts to cope with,

318-20

NewfoundUnd waters visited

by, pursuits and trade

of, 318, numliers, 319

States, origin of, fish not faith,

Sabine on. 317-8

Fishing industry, past and
present. 3»7-8*'J«?-

Whalers in Labrador waters i—
misconduct of and complaint!

on, 175, 309, 210. 362.

379. 327. 3*9-30. 33a

PaUisei sproclamationto, 19S
Newfoundland (j« also Perdita),

193. 355. 375. 450, 454
American Fishing rights at, under

Treatyof Paris, 333,339.
points to note, 334

Fishine mivileges on, under

^rMtyofi8l8.,36s,Bri-
tish view ofmeaning,360

Smuggling off (1840), 375
Areas of jurisdiction ot Naval

Surrogates, 221

Banks, American fishers at, 339,

347, 353
Ice borne to, by current from

Davis and Hudson s

Straits, 324
Moravian fishing voyage to, 269

Bays and arms of the sea, &c.*

in, reserved from Ameri-

cans by Treaty of 1818.,

365-6, 368

Basque fishers off (1720-43)* '54

Birds and beasts from, 40

Boundary line between, and
Canadian territories on

Labrador roughlystated.

Bulk of present-day traders, &c,
in Labrador, from, 315

CalledBacaUos(y.p)., 3». 64 ^

land of the Corte Reals, and
granted them by King

of Portugal, 35
Corterati, on Kunstroan III

map, 64
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Newfoundland {eotiid.) :—

Terre Neuve, 31, 33
on Cantino, King, and other

^ maps, 53
on Carta Manna of Waldsee-

mtiller, two names for,

^ .
<^3-4

Cartier at, 75, 77
Coast, 321, Am^ican fishers od,

, 339. 370-r, 37a
kept at distance Trom, Kemp's

evidence on, 360, 361
best early Maps of, 63-4
Compass-vatiation on, 67
fisheiy, Hamilton's opinion of

„ (1833), 373
on Kanstman III map, 61
on Reinel'i map, 62
Surveys of. by Cook, 198 , 199,

and Lane, 199
in the Waldseemiiller map and

its prototypes, 63
Cod fishery, Act of William III.

regulating, 21S
bounties for u-.der Palliser's

Act. 1S6, ».i
Colonization schemes of Sir H.

Gilbert, no, iia, 114
Corte Real at, 34.5, 53, 54, 58,

59, 71
Crew, inratical act of ( iSll ), 373-4
De Brouague's men's hunting

trips to, 152
Deep bays and scattered islands

of. 59
Determmation of, to be mistress

in her own waters, 426
Dispute with Quebec over boun-

daries of respective por-
tions of Labrador, 432,
443i the Newfoundland
view stated, 432 ei zeq.

Early exploration of, after dis-

covery, how deduced,
70-1 tt prcevi

problems of, and attempt to

explain, 52 etfravi
Eaily i6th century voyages to,

Rut's, Grube's, and the
King's venture, 50-1

Early voyages to, Harrisse
on, 37

547

Newfoundland {tmtd,) :—
English claim (o, bases of, and

date, 32 tt pretvi, 94.5,
113. "6

English settlements in, continuity
asserted, 93, 94, 95

t!.nglisn sovereignty over, de-
clared by the Treaty of
Paris, 95

Eskimos of, food of, 162, summer
visits to, 160

First Mail steamer sent by, to
Labrador (1880), 313

First mentioned in Navigation
Act (1542), 99.100, sub-
sequent references, 100
et seq.

Fishers from, on Labrador, 8,

55. 304. 306, 307, 308,
3<5. 381. 387.394,395.
396, 402, 403-5, 4IO-I,

413. 415. 4i6, 446.7
forbidden by Falliser, 216, 381
present extent of and numbers

employed, 304, 315,
efforts of the Moravians
to muster to, 304, 315-6,
difficulties, and attempts
to regulate, 315, arrival
of Dr. Grenfell, hii
work amongst, 316, 454

sale by, of Bait to the
French, 431

yearly total cod-catch of,

averages, 425
Fisheries {see aho Banks, tf

Coasts), JK/ro, 31
Crofton sent to report on, 193
Engluh fishermen in, leading

place of, though smaU
numbers, Parkhurst and
Haies, 102, 103, 113-4

foreign fishermen at {ct're.

1578), Parkhurst on, 103
French in, ^6, 73, 74, 89, 92
bounty given to, 182

improvement in of late years,
468

naval toll on, forbidden, 100,
Hakluyt on, loo-i

Palliser's Proposals /or /m-
/«™v. '77-83



548 LABRADOR

J ?

Newfoondtend {cmlj.) :—
FUhetiM ("»'''):—
PortugiKM »t, 35, 3* „ ,.,^ .

PouibililKl for, in Hilibut

trade, 4>s _
Proriiiom of the Treaty of

Uueclit on, 93> 94
Rulei oneutting op WuUei, JI9

on retoming Crewt to home

atU, 318-9

liing righti at, by

Treaty of PatU, 95. 334
French ihore of, j« IttI hiad

Froztn Herring fishery :—
American pocition as to, and

claim, 367
friction over, 378
origin of, 377
use of, as bait, 377

Game on, more abundant than

on Labrador coast, 151

Government or Legislator of, 407

Act passed by (1863), enabling

Customs collection on

Labrador, 417

Aid of, to ieml-»tarving popu-

lation, Labrador, 420

Attitude to Steamers in

fishery, 435
Civil Court for Labrador con-

sUtuted by (l8>8), and
abolished (1834), 39°.

400, petition for re-

establishing, 409
Grant ftom, toSt. Anthony

Hospital, a^S
Hudson Bay Co-'s dues paid

to for North • West
River (1864), 44S

Labrador merchants unrepre-

sented in (l8fi3), 4>8

Prevention by, of concessions

to the French, of

fishing righu on Lab-

rador (1856), 4t''-'

Proposals of, for collection of

Duties on Labrador,

(1840), 407
Right of, to impose Duties on

Labrador confirmed by

Imperial Government
(18S3), 417-8

Newfoundland {cmld.) :—
Government («-wi/.i)!

—

Right of, to recognition in all

questions of territorial

or maritime tights of

the colony admitted in

Laboncbere's despatch

(1856), 411

Governors of, see Hamilton,

KeaU, MacGregor,

Palliser, &c
jurisdiction exerciied by, over

Labrador when legally

under Quebec, 440
and the Labrador Fishery {tin.

1774), Reeves on, ao8

on Labrador cout free to

Britons, 387
whence selected, 907

Indians of, see Beothnks

InhabitanU of, attachm".t to

their homes, 387

Injury to, from growth of Amen-
can fishery, 339 «"'?•

Judicial procnses in force in,

adopted for Labra-

dor, W3
Knight at, 113
Labrador Cod brouriit to yearly,

estimate oi, 43J
on La Cosa's map, 57, «. I

Land&ll of }. Cabot ?, II, ISi dis-

cussed, 36 </ f<7. , 7 1 , 3^
Law in, prohibiting Sale of

Liquor to Eskimos, 313
Legislature,rMGovemnient,JW/ra

Lumber trade, possibilities of,

Keats on, 355
Marriages celebrated in, by lay-

men, 339, fi.1

Merchants of; attempts of to

fight American fishing

competition, 340, 341

Petition from, for Courts of

Justice on Labrador

(1S45), 4°9
Petition from (l8«6) for survey

of northern Labrador

coast, 4'4-S . ,
Protest of, against renewal of

fishing privileges to

Americans, 363
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3D in all

erritorial

rights of

mitted in

despatch

lamilton,

icGregor,

by, over

;n legally

440
hery (ctrc.

OD, ao8
; fitee to

hni'».l to

387
of Amen-
39 " «?•
force ID,

r Ubia-

t to yearly,

,
M.I

31, 35, dU-
xff.,71,366

-Sale of

ikimoa, 313
iiient,J*f/ni

bUitiea of,

in, by lay-

,1

opts of to

can fiihing

.340.341
Courti of

liabradoi

)) for survey

I Labrador

i,
renewal of

ivileges to

363

Newfoundland [e^tUd.) :-~

Methodi of deating at, with
Grand Bantu fish, 434

Names on, marked in Kunst-
man HE map, 61

Natives (1857), 414.5
in Rouen, 36
Taken for slaves b^ Cotte

Real's expedition, 34,

35, 53. 54, 59
Net-laying near mouths of Rivers

or Harbours of, for-

bidden by Hamilton
(i830), 371

Norse visits to, 3, 161

Population o({eire. i8od), 387
(eire. 1830), 404-5
by census of 1857., 414-5
Sshing, character of, tribute

to of absence of Law
Court in, 419, needed
improvement in, 469-70

Priest going to, 40
Proper ^country to have juris-

' diction over Labrador,

446. why, 447
Ports, Labrador fish cured at,

trade name of, 413
Position of, as to process, in

Monson's day, 1 16
Rabbit disease in (1904-5), 303
Re-annexation to, of Labrador,

wliy urced, 343, 399
Reference to in Eden's translation

of Peter Martyr. 66
Regions of Labrador placed

under by Treaty of
Paris, 434-5

Resemblance to, of Markland, 9
Return to, of LatMrador Eskimos

from Chicago Exposi*
tion, illness brought
with, results, 313

Rivers of, 64
Rum in, Palliser's day, 184
Rut's voyage to (tsay), 50, 51
Sacrificed to protection of British

(home) fishers, 403
Schooner from, first mention of,

at Hamilton Inlet, 393
Settlers in, Palliser's attitude

to, 183

Newfoundland (cffmtd.) :—
Spanish ships off, Raleigh on, 1 14
Strait between it and Labrador,

Santa Cruz on, 65
Trade of, Committee on. report

fittd on reasons and
remedy for the distress,

359, Kemp's evidence
on American fishery
there, before war of
i8i3, and view then
taken of American

, ..
'it:ht«. 359-*'

decline oi, causes of (1835),

374.' I

effect on, ofTreaty ori8l8.,37S
Jersey firms in, 383
Prosperity of, during wars with

France and America
increase in population,

358, subsequent disaster

and fire at St. John's,

358-9, ^ant in aid, 359
Traders, position of, as to

dues, 418
Transference to and from, of

jurisdiction over Labra-
dor, see Labrador juris-

diction

Trees, fish, animals seen in, by
Corte Real's expedition,

34, 64
Waters, American rights in, re-

striction on, understood
by Monroe, 368-9

depletion of, in Curtts's

time, 310
fishing rights in, American and

French dispute over
(ftfif. 18331, 373-3,
Hamilton's comments,

373
New England fishers frequent-

ing, pursuits and trade
of, 318 ; number of, 319

privateers in, 333, 344-5. cap-
tures of, 333

Well known in the early i6th
century to English navi-
gators, 50

Winters at, 336
Newfoundland dog, a faithful, 337
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NvwfoandUiul aad Labrador,

Anglo-AioreaD eipedl-

tlon to, 39, 37 '' "t-f
60, 71

BkdIu' viiit to, ttory from, on
terror cauied bjr Es-

kimo*, 173-4

firitith TCHcU ia fiiheries of.

deoease in (1793-1833),

403
Cartwright's Introduction to,233-3

Couu, Bathurtt'i rules enforced

on, 357
Limit roond, within which

Americans were ex-

cluded, 360
Fisheries, future properly belong-

ing to ttiose coun-

tnes, 426
as Nurseries foe seamen, i77-83»

363,348,379.380
.

Trend of Seaboard made clear

by the Corte Reals, 37
Voyages to, early i6th century,

few records, 33
Newfoundlanders living on Lab-

rador, 430
New France, or Canada, described

bytheSieur des Combes,

79 </ S4^.

French colonisation in, 9^
Governor of, sa Vaudreuil

Grants made by of Labrador

coast, early i8tb cen-

tury, 433
difficulties ansing, 436
extinction of, 441

Newgate, Cartwright's selected

convicts nom, 348

JVemi Iititrltuiit A . . , poem
of early 16th centui^,

reference in, to dis-

covery of America, 44,

exuacts, 45-6 ; on Eng-
lish n^lect, and French

cultivation of the New-
foundland fisheries, 36

"New Isle," the, discovered by

John Cabot, 33

Particulars recorded, animals

af,. fish, traces of

natives, &&, 33'3

New land, or Newlaad. tht. tt*

m/s« Labrador and Ntw-
foundland

Drapers Company's attitude to

further exploration of,

and to S. Cabot, 48-SO

English fishing flecU to. protected

and encouraged, 117

Exploration of, probata aim of

Cartier'svoya«(i534).73

Name given to whole N.E. coast

of America, 31, 33
Qoeen Elisabeth's enquiry as to

her rights in, Dr. Dee's

statement in reply, 108,

109-10

Voyages to, Ashehurst's second

patent and compan-
ions, 39

fresh voyages to, decided on
by Henry VIII, and
Wolsey, 48-51

Whale fishery of, continuous

prosecution of, 195

New World, growth of knowledge

of, evinced in maps, 56

New York. 319
Nicholas, Abbot of Thingyre, on

the Norse voyages to

America, in his MS.
|rec^raphy, 5,conobon-
tive value of, 6

Nicholas V, Pope, on the ruin of

theGreenland colonies,4

A'igir, H.M.S., 174, J90,304, "»
Haven's passage on, 361

mntUenih Ctntury, 1908, on ab-

rogation of Treaty of

1818., 436, M.I

Niabet, Grace, & Bell, Meurs.,

trading expedition of,

to Labrador, Mora-
vian brethren sent with,

as*. 378 ^ ^.
Nisbett's Harbour, now Fords

Bight, taken possession

of for England by the

H»pe, 353. 3«3

Noble, John, see Noble & Pinson

Noble, Finson, & Sons, Messrs.,

grant desired by of Tem-
ple Bay, &c., 305, 383-3
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Noble, Pinson, ft Sons, Menrt.

ladum trade of, effect on, of

French rtid at Temple
B«r, aii*3

Men of, deaertinjt to Giimet, 145
Petition of, to WalUcc for pro-

tection, 194
and the Privateen, 193, 194. H4*

445. 38a-3

Relationi with Cartwnght, 205,

aja. «33. M7, H9*
38a-3

Scaling atationt and Salmon
fishery, 385. 389

Trade on Labrador, 383-3

on Fishery in Straiu of Belle

Iile (1794). 387
on Transference of Labrador

to Quebec Govern-
ment, 3o6

Nonyoki tribe of Eskimos, num-
bers of (1773)1 Curtis

on, 169
Noolaktncktoke tribe of Eskimos,

numbers of (1773)1 Cur-

tis on, 170
Normandy, fishermen from in New-

foundland and Labrador
fisheries, 16th cen-

tury, 36, 93, Gosulin,

on, 89
Norsemen, chiefly cattle-raisers,

16
First encounter with Skraelings

desaibed, 8, 17, 161

in Greenland* extirpated by
Skradings, 4* i^i

Lwends of their discovery of

Labrador, &C., 2tlseg.

H^ation from Greenland to

Labrador, reasons dis-

cussed, 16

Ofunion of, on Labrador endorsed

by Carlier* 76
Ruins ofin Greenland, a, posubte

parallel to, in Labra-

dor, 18

Voyages of, to America, writers

for ands^nst, i, a, 5,

6,14
on Stones on Labrador, 309

North, Lord, and the Quebec Act

(1774). 437
on Treatment Pfop*' ">'

colonists, loj

J^trtk AHUriiOH Pilot, by Cook
and Lane, saillns direc-

tions in, still repeated,

199
North Atlantic Teleeraph route,

McCUntock's sutvct for

(i860), 4I5> Mnk
tonnd by, off Labra-

dor, 416
A^ffrfA Star, Davis's vessel, 1 19
N»rtkumb«rland, H.M.S., Cook's

survey made on, 19S

Northumberland Inlet, Eskimo of*

language of, 157-8

North-West Company, and othen,

privileges of, on Lab-
rador, a hindrance to

British fishers, 363
North-West Passage, Davis's belief

in. 123

Discovered by Amundsen, 15

Early seekers of, on experiences

with Eskimos, 165

English search for, 118 ettey.

Sir H. Gilbert's belief in, 110

Portuguese search for, reasons

foi, 33
S. Cabot's search for, Beit

on, 43
JVartJk-mst Pastagf, TAt, by

Roald Amundsen, eitM

on Stoneruins at Boothia

Felix, 15 •£».!

North-West River, 44^
Hudson Bay Co.'s post at,

started, 407
duties paid at, to Ncwfoond*

land (1864), 445
Smith's dwelling at and surround-

insp, Eisner's visit to.

object of, 300-1

Mont^;nais Indians at, vaccin-

ated by Newfoundland
Government doctor

(1874), 445 ^ ^
Norway, abandonment by, of

Greenland, 3
Salt-cod trade of, 376
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S5i LAPRADOR
Notn Dam* B«y ot Gnn Bav,

Corie Rcal'i luid&fl.

34. S9* 7!
Probably Kmibcftii's Undfdl, 9
Origin of iccond name, u

Nottingham, Cartwri^t's Tiie at u
Barrack Maitcr, hit

popularity, 249-50
Nora Scotia, 30

American Drying and Curing
prlvileget cm, under
Treat* of 1818., 369

American Fishing rii^tiat, under

Treat^r of Pari*, extent

and Itmitatiom of, 334
Bayt, ftc, of, desire to protect

from foreign fishers, 363
Coast, American fishery on,

growth of, 3f"
Bathuist's rules

seizures made, 30
Fishen of, aggression of, in Sand-

wich Bay (1816, 1819,

1830), {iti mtso Jenn-
ii>e>}> 391

Fishers from,in American vessels,

on shares (1871K367
at Blanc Sablon (1863), objec-

tion of to Duties, 419
from at Bras d'Or (1833),

Audubon on, 376
Fishers off Labrador, 349, 394-6,

403-4. 412
in StraiU of Belle Isle, 350
resistance by, to law prohibiting

Seines for Herring
(1863). 4. 412-3

legislature of, protest of, apinst
renewal of Fishing
Privil^es toAmericans,

361, text, 363-4
protesU of (1815), 390

Provisions and lumber obtainable

from, 355
ReUtion to of Gut of Canso, 363

Nockvak tribe of Eskimos, num-
bers of (i773)t Curtis

(m, 170

(^Bribm, Sir Terence, indirect

cause of GrenfeU's work
hi Labrador, 454

Occasional sMtlwtHarbour,

. 394
Occupied Bays, &c., Americans

trespassing In (1818)^

and seized, 361 4 ». I

Occnpatiwi and right, early hint of
relation between, 130

Octopus, giant (Kraaken), seen off

Labrador, 398
Offiil, American Fishers' pollution

by, of Fishii^ placet,

314. 35s. 37<
Ogbuctoke tribe of Eskimoe, num-

bers of (i773)» Curtis

on, 169
Okak, Moravian settlement, li, 395
Bank extending north and south*

coast near, Ross on, 416
Eskimoe at, numbers on :

—

1801., 375
1831., 389
1838., 393
1835.. a95
1840., 396
iSsa, 398
i86a, 30a
1880., 309
189a, 314

Famine at (1837), 395
Founded as mission among

heiUhen, 373, still so

(1834), 393
Ice at (1816), 387. (1817), 388
Land north of, granted to

M<»avians, 393
Measles' deaths at, 393
Newfoundland fishers at (1859),

413
Organ given to ( 1 838), history of,

delight of Eskimos, 393
OUf, King of Norway, Leif the

Lucky sent by, to

Greenland, 7
Old Fort Bay, formerly called

Brest. 76, 78
Cartier's boat-voyage from, 76

Old Fort Bridge, Indian<Eskimo
fight at, 166

0/ivtr, Moravian vessel, 393
Oliveriano Map, first to use

J. Cabot's name for his

discoveries, 71
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OljpapU, ExMidon, EiUmoi m<
hibilcd ftt. deaths of
three there. 31a

Open Scft (sif aiso Atlantic),

Amerlcao Fiibins rightf

ia, br Treaty of Ghent,

356, by Treaty of Paili,

. .
333»334*».l

Oppenham, on EngUih compared
with Spaniih Mamen,
97-«

Order ia Council granting land to

Moravuni at Eiqui-

maax Bay (1769), 363-6
Oikneyt exempt from Act or Fiih-

buyip^, 100
Olitr, H.M.S., X09
Orercrowding on fishing vessels go-

ing to Labiador, made
penal (1881), 432-3

Oxford University, Grenfell's short

stay at, 459, signal

honour bestowed by, on
him, 473

Packard, Dr., description by, of
Porcupine Strand, 9, 10

on Captures of Vork Fort, 193
on Characteristics of Labrador

scenery, lo, 11

Paddles, Skraeling and Indian dif-

ferentiated, 17
PadroHGenerai,Z«,importance of,97

Santa Crux's work <hi, 6j
Painting of Face by Eskimos, 64

of Person, of Indians seen by
Cartier, 77

Palliser, Sir Hugh, Governor
of Newfoundland, tio,

333, 333, 356, 308
Activity in preventing New Eng-

land Man-smu^ling,
iSo, 319

Admiralty instructions to on
American fishers, 330

Attitude to Bernard as toauthority

over Labrador, 327
Complaints of conduct of Ameri-

can Whalers to Eskimos,

175, 219, 35s, a63, 327
Omiideration shown by, to

Fishermen, 184, 186

Palliser, Sir Hugh {ttntd,) :—
Cordiality of, to Haven, procla-

mation for, and pasapcrt
furnished to, 354-5

Encouragement of, to CoitghbWi
203. 383

Encouragement by, of Ship-ad-
venturen. 436

Goode's calumniation of, re-

butted, 330, 333
as Governor of Newfound-

land. 354
Judicial procedureintroduced into

Labrador by, 303
Letters from—

to Admiralty, 176, 177*83
to Bernard, on New England-

ers' treatment of &kimo
in Labrador. 175. 337

Letter to. from Navy Board,
on Cook's survey ap-

r>intment, 198-9
to, from English Ship

fishers, supporting his

actions (1767), 187-8,

his reply, 188-90
Mikak's gift to, of fox skins, 368
and the ftforavians, hisencourage-

ment, 171, 197, 351,

354, 255 6, 359, 360,

264, bis hesitation and
argument over their

land jgrant. 363-3, In-

dian Passport given by
tr. aid the Moravians*

and Nicholas Darby, 300
Orders as to date of return of

New England vessels,

178, 189, 314-5, 319
Older for establishing communi-

cation with the Eskimo
(1765). 171. »S'. t«t,
173-3, strong liquor

^ohibited, 173
forbidding firing of woods,

196-7
to guard against French a^;res-

sion off Labrador, 409
regulating Whale Fisliery

on coast of Labrador
(1766), 318-30, 339-33
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FftlllMr, Sir H^h ((«//)-
Pmcs mftdt Dy, with Eikino,

17a, 174, 175. »6». »74
Produuiioni bjr—

ia ratenne* to MoravUiu
(176$). a6o

Sbowins uea of iariuUctioii

cUimed by newtbund-
landinLftbrador{i767).

435* foot that hinlcT'

biiM went withcout,44S
OD theWhali fiihcry. Gulf of

St. tAwrence, 195
Ptopoaah of, ai to Labrador

fiihcriea, alau of, 379,
380, 381

Xtgulaiiftuhj, for ye Fishery od
the Owtt of Labradore,
Aoticoali, Madelainei
and Whale FUhvy,
April 8th, 176)1, 113 it

«?. 327. 3*9. 330, 435.
438

on ueatment of Etkimo
bv fithen, i7a-3. 174-5

Nomioal obaurance of, 381,

387
Supported by Curtis, 210
Upanot, and aimi of, 379,

Rtwuwkt^rm Stmtt•/Nn^Mmd-
Umd Fisktrr (1765), on
Labrador fiihery, and
fur trade. 380

Settlers discouraeed by, 178, 183,
186, 189, 363

SappMt by, of Cook's survey
work, 197

SuiTOgate Commission ( 1765),
form of, 330-1

Commissions, 304* to whom
delivered, 33

1

Tent given by, to Mikak, 367
View of Labrador as nursery for

the Navy, 177-83, 363,

379. 380
and York Fort, 190
on the Eskimos, 331
on New England Whalers on

Labndor, misdeeds of

(1766) and naval action

on. 339'3o

Palllw, Sir Hwb {tmtd.) :—
on Reservation of Labrador

fishery for British v«s-

Mis. 187
on the Scope of hit vessels and

their inadequacy for the

work, 176
Palliscr, )oseph, grandson of

Mikak, 367,11.1

Palliser's Act, for cncowaging Ship
Fishery, Ac., effects of,

as to employers and cm*
pfoyed, 184, 186 «ft».i

Pspal delimitation of spheres nf

Spsiit and Fortogal, at

Treaty of Tordeiillas,

33. 37> 59
Paris, Eskimos at, in iSSi, deaths

of, from small-pox, 310
Hydrogiaj^ical Department at,

Portuguese map in, out-

lines on, of Labrador
and Greenland, 69

Parkbunt, Anthony, on the Eng-
lish in the Newfound-
huid fisheries, small

Dumbers and arrt^nce
of, I03«fr)«.l

on Newfoundland, for colonisa-

tion and mining, 103
on Numbers of French, fishing

off Newfoundland, i6th

century, 93
Parkmao, Ule by, of the romance

of the StraiU of Belle

Isle, 90-3

Parliament, Imperial, grant

from, to Newfonnd-
laod (1816-7), 359

ParUammtary Rtpvrts rt Atlantic

Telarrapb, on the bank
off HainiltoD Inlet, 416

Partridge Bay, Kttlcrs at, 394
Partridges (called WUfow-Gronsc)

at Cape God, 335
in Labrador, 119
Moravian references to, fluc-

tuations in numbers of,

385, 30a, 306
Season for catching, 303

Pasqualigo, Pietro, on Eskimo en-

slaved by Corte Real, 53
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PaucngcrAccomtDoditionon Board
StMmtn aiKl VcMcU
(bound lor Libndor
fishery), Act resubtins
(itti), 433-3

Ptttuwm Capuin William, iodge
of Labrador Court
(1816-32), 396, iiutruc-

Uoni to, 367-S, 397-S
Vltit of, to Moravian! (1830), 294

Packbam, Sir Georse, aniKnce
under GUbert'i patent,

iia
Interest of, in eolouiiation, no

ftgrnsuSf H-M.S-,convoy,nfLabra-
dor ships (1717), 243-4

PgmbroJu^ ILM.S.. Cook on, u
Master, 197

Penney» Messrs. William, & Sons,
of Caitr-near, business
of, at Ked Bay, Ions
life of, 409-10

/^mntjf/oamia Gauttt and Argo's
oyoge, 253,». 1

Pepys, the diarist, 129
Analc>gy to his Diary, 437

** Perdiu, sea RobiosoD,
(Mary)

Perkins and Coughlan, partnerswith
Cartwright and Lucas,

223, their neglect and
its consequences, 339,
the partnership dis-

solved, 339
Pert, Sit Thomas, 44, companion

of S. Cabot, 72, 96,
faint heart of, 43, 47

Pestilences {set alst IKstemper),
attacking wild animals,
ignorance on, 303

Petit Nofd, fishery injured by use

of "J>Kgers" (1716),

151, 416
Suggested French station at. 138,

143* 143
Petty Harbour, settlers at, 394
Peyton, servant of Coughlan,

brought to book, 303
Pheasants, at Cape Cod, 325

in Labrador, 119
Philip I, King of Spain, orders of,

to Alonso de Hojeda, 37

Mrs.

Phillips, Sir Thomas (/4# /«•<). Hak-
luyt MS. owned by, 26

Phippard. William, and the dead
Eskimos, 240

Phipps, Captain, and the Qvehec
Aet(i774), 437. 438

[^eluBore, Admiral, Governor of
N<- foundland. Bath-
.

. \ insttiictions to,

I American ^^hen

Pictwe-w< tin- . 1 iian, :v, :^i"h-
;>' ."a'irn T f! (lie

Fir; .

" 'i>rie \ M'Ii- " Pii'ut;.^ ,

mliniiAiijri t.'i 14

Pin:ert, Mr, |a Ipi. i^aL'.air
Cinrf, 471

!' i^on, An'lrrv. j,i- tf/j*i Noble &
V:T.ion,, 205

Alianlotinrini i
'" Vurk Fori dtiK

EstabtifiHtnent -i. 1 f.ii T/ \m*-i-
V, \;>, 1. If tios at. 11

J

Surrogate 1. IVmpIe Hay
(i8i3)< 390

PiciUirt of Fronts in tkt New
fVor/d, by Parkman,
cUtd on the romance
of the Straiu of Belle

Isle, 90-2

Pioneers, how to encourage. 142
Piracy, act of, hy Newfoundland

crew (1821), 371-3
Pitt (Earl of Chatham) on Spanish

claims to Newfoundland
Fishing rights, 94

Pitt's Harbour, siS
Blockhouse in, let York Fort
Fishery at (1804-6), 389
Palliser and the Eskimos at, 175

Placaitia Bay, 167, m.i

Centre of froien herring trade,377
Cod fishery at, 146
Privateers off. 33s

Planters (and Furriers) of Labra-
dor,oppressionof( 1793),
King on, 386

of Newfoundland, difficulties in

connection with, 389
Playne, name on Labrador, in old

maps, 69
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Ploven. At Cape Cod, 325
/Vmtff, H.M.S.,CroftoD'sship. 193.

194, 313
Privateen tmken by, 333

Plymoath^ 339, detertioDi at, of

Gilbett's men, 1 1

1

Point of the Deer (Punta de
Gama), 70

Point Riche, 331
Pointe des Monti, Indian-Eskimo

fight at. 166
Polandt 65, bee-kee|^g in, 145
Police protection desircu by Labra*

dor firms (184D), 408
Fomiak, Eskimo boy, exhibited

at Chicago, book
about, 313

Poole, 360, Ship adventurers &om,
in Labrador, 380

Popinjays, &om Newfoundland,
40 >

Poquet, mythical city, 86
Porcupine, name on old maps

(Pracell), 70
Porcupine Strand, Labrador,

Horsechops in leUtioo to, il

Possibly Wonderstrand of Kurl-
sefbi, 9

Poit-au-Choix, Basque fishers

at, 154
Port Burwell, 135, 136
Fort Manvers, 449
Portland, Duke of, on Coffin's grant

of the Magdalen Islands

fishery, as aflfecting

American rights, 338
Porpoises, 136
Portsmouth, 199
Portugal, cartographical work in.

56,57
n, of fEnvy in, of Spanish domains
discovered by Colum-
bus, consequences in

exploration, 33
Portuguese Fisheries at New-

foundUuid, i6th cen-

tury. 35
Map (1553) endorsing English

right to Lalvador,

^59,96
on Labrador and Green-

land, 69

Porti^neie Fisheries {tomtd.) i-^

Sphere in "New Lands" de-

limited by Treaty of
Tyrdesillas, 33, 37, 59

Visits to Gulf of St. Lawrence, 36
to St. John's Harbour, 36

Post, a Moravian, wit.^ Erhardt OD
Labrador, 353

Power-loom, invented by Edmund
CartwT^ht, 333

Power, Charles, witness on Labra-
dor fishery (1856), 410

Power, John, St. John's firm in Lab<
rador fishery ( 1 806), 389

Pownal Harbour, winters at, Atluns
cited on., 326

Pracell (Porcupine), 70
Praia (Meadow of Plains), 70
Prebble, Captain, 337, vessel found

by, at Fortune Bay, 336
Prescott, Geo^e, and the Quebec

Act (1774), 437
President of the United States

(Madison) negotia-

tions proposed hy, on
fishery matters, 357

Prickett, Abacuck, with Hudson,
and with Button,

134, 125
Prino- E>:ward Island, protection

of coasts, ic, from
foreignera desired, 362

Prince R^ent, the, grant of land
by, to Moravians on
Liabrador, 291-3

Princess Ma;',launchofR.M. D. S.F.
in Labrador, 464

Princeton University, motor yawl
givenbytoR.M.D.S.F.,
466

Privateers, American, drawn from
the fisherfolk, 333 ; de-

predationsof,i93,344-5,

„ . ^ 333-3. 344-5. 383
Privy Council, 383
Proclamation enfcurcing the Treaty

of Paris, on Boundaries
of Quebec Province, 434

on the precise part of Labrador
thereby placed under
Newfbundland,434,what
was intended, 434-5

%»^
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Prockmations of Goreinon of

Newfoundland {sei

Palltaer, Ac.)

Furbet' dictum on, 391-2

Hamilton's comments, 393-4
Sole method of gorernment in

Labrador, 308
Proposals foe encouraging the

Fisheries oa the Coast

of Labradore and for

Improvins that at New-
foundland, Palliser's, to

the Admiralty, 177-83

Prowse, endorsing English claim to

full use of Cabot's dis-

coveries, 93
on American privateers, captured

at St. John's (1812-3),

344-5
Prowse, Samuel, Surrogate for Cape

Charles {1813), 390
Ptolemy's Cosmography^ bmous

map drawn for, re-

found, 63
Funta de Gama (Point of the

Deer), 70
Purchas, on English ships offNew

fbundland(t^27). 51
on S. Cabot's Arctic voyage,

with Pert, 43-4
Purchase of British fish by

Americans, prohibited,

343, 344, 353
Parse*ieiniog for herring in New-

foundland, l^ally for-

bidden. 378

Quebec Act passed, (I774)* ^^ re-

annexation of Labra-
dor, 436-7, debates in

the House of Commons
on, 437-9

Adverse contemporary comment
on, 439

George \\\ on, 439
Opposed by Chatham, 439
Proof that hinterland of Labra-

dor went with coast, 445
Quebec, Anglican Bishop of, m^-

sionary sent by, to

StraiU of Belle Isle,

(1840), 428

Quebec (r«t/rf.):—

Debatable ground claimed by,

in Labrador, 442
Governor of (ste also Carleton),

Grants made l>y, affect-

ing fisherirs, 1K8

Firm from, in Labrador fishery,

(1806). 389
Labrador placed under jurisdic-

tion of, and retrans-

fierred, 1S6, 203, 306-8,

210, 2«, 270, 327, 343,

384, 387. 399. 403, 432,

433» 436-9. 440, 45 i

el sea.

Board of Trade discussion on,

and Noble & Pinion's

letters on, 306
Curtis adverse to^ 210
difficulties due to, 342. 343
enor of Privy Council con-

cerning (1786), 384
neglect by, of Labrador, 210

Roman Oitholic missionaries

from, to Labrador In-

dians, 438
taken by English, 171, Captain

Cook present, 197

Quebec, Province of:

—

Boundaries as defined by Treaty
of Paris, 434

Dispute of, with Newfoundland
over boundaries of re-

spective portions of
Labrador, the New-
foundland view stated,

432 tt stq.

Fishermen ftom, recalcitrar.t to

de Brouague, 15'

Loyalty distrusted (1774). 43^
Quirpon Islands from Cape Ray,

coastal area open to

American fishers under

Treaty of 1818., 365
Quirpont, see Carpunt

Rabbit-DISEASE, in Newfound-
land, 303

Rafh, supporter of Norse voyages

to America, i

Raleigh, Sir Walter, 118,11.1
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Raleigh, Sir Walter {efimfd.) :—

Voyages of. with Gilbert, in,
lis

on Spanish ships at Newfound-
land (1594), 114

Ramah, most northern Moravian
station on Labrador,
founded, 306

Eskimo at, nnmben in

1880., 309
1890., 314

heathen, visiting, 307
return to, from Exhibitions

abroad, dreadful con-

sequences, 312
Newfoundland fishers first re-

ported at (1901), 30S
Ramea Islands, coastal area to,

from Cape Ray, open
to American fishers

under Treaty of 1818.,

365, 369, their drying
and curing privil^es
aloiu;, Hamilton on, 372

Ramasio on S. Cab, t's Arctic
voyage, 43

Rapont, or Carpont (Quirpon),
Cartier at, evidence
from the name, 75

Randall & Company, fish-curing

station let, by, to

Americans, on Labra-
dor, 339

R .uley, sie Raleigh
Read, Mr., Janvrm's partner, 337
Redonda (Round Island), 69
Red Bay, American misdeeds

«t. 353
Carber at, 75
Co-operative store started at, 464
Drying station at, let to Ameri-

cans, 339
Fishery at (1804-4), 389
Messrs. William Penney & Sons

of, long life of their

business, 409-10
Red Indian Lake, expedition to, of

the Cartwrights, 223
Red Island to Battle Harbour,

population between, and
catch of fish, estimated

by Hood (1863), 413-4

Reeres, Chief Justice, Merchants'
petition to, for perma-
nent court at Harbour
Grace (1792), 389

on Judicial proceedings, Lab-
rador, 204, 208

Reeves, on Labrador notions as to
'* free fishery," 436

Regulations for the Labrador
fishery, made by Pal-
liser, 174-5, 313 t/sty.,

327, deductions from as
to area included, 435;
difficulties arising from,

438, Goode on, 329,
New England Whalers'
complaints of, 329, 330

on treatment of Eskimos, 172-3,

Reindeer (see also Caribou), do-
mesticated, imported
into Labrador by Gren-
fell, 466, 470

Eskimo method of killing, 29
Uses of, 144

Reichel, Brother, on state of affairs,

Moravian mission in

Labrador ( 1861 ), and
on Eskimo mode of life,

303-4 ; second inspec-

tion and report, 306-7
Reinel, Pedro, chart of, features

of, 62, 67
Religious history of Labrador {see

a/so Grenfell, aru/Mora*
vians), 428-31

Remarks on the 6taie ofNewfound-
land Fisksry, by Pal-
liser (1765), on absence
of British from Lab-
rador fishery and far

trade, 380
Rendell, Elias, appointed to col-

lect duties on Labra-
dor, opposition met
with, 4C^-8

at Hamilton Inlet, 443
SherifT, Labrador Civil Court,

, 396
on Labrador(i840), on American

smuggling offNewfound-
land, 375
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Rendell, Elias {emtd.) .—
on French encroAchmcDl on Lab-

radorfUheries(i840),4o8
00 Need of Police piotection in

Labrador (1840), 408
Reparo (Gulf of Repairs), 69
Keport on AmericoM Fisktrits^ tiy

G. B. Goode, on Ameri-
can whalers and Pat-

lisser's regulations, 339

;

on reasons for cessation

of, off Labrador, 376
Report on AmtricoH Fishenes by

Sabine iited on origin of

New EnglarH colonies,

317; on Libra lor fish-

eries, 338 ; on ti tal ex-

port of cod from U.S. A.
{1830), 404

Report of the Fisheries (1789) on de-

struction ofSea-Cow fish-

erybyAmericans, 338, «. i

Report on the Fisheries, by Crofton

(1798), cited on Ameri-
cans at Labrador, 333-6,
and at the Magdalens,
336-8

Report of Newfoundland by Lar-
kin on man-smuggling

(1703), 319
Report on Newfoundland Fisheries

(17^) by Crofton,
cited on man-smuggling
to America, 319-30

Report of an Official Visit to the

Coast of Labrador, by
Sir W. MacGregor
(1905), citedon Chateau
Bay, 10

Resolution, brig of Moravians, 284
Resolution, Button'ssecond8hip,l26

Resolution Island, Fox on, 125
Revenue officer l^ally appointed for

Labrador (1863), 417
Reynolds, in Gilbert's expedition

(1577). Ill, "!
Reynolds, Sir Joshua, portrait of

" Perdita" by, 202
Ribero'smap(l529), 63, mention of

Labrador as discovered

by the English, and its

worthlessness, 11, 96

Ribero's Map {eontd.)

:

—
the Wolfenbutlel map, a copy

of. 55
Ricardina map, 63, 67

Extent of, 32
on Cape Bonavistn, 3a

Riche, Point, see Point Riche
Richard H, Navigation Act of,

98?
Richery, Admiral, allied capture

hy, of York Fort, 191-2,

hisdescent on Labrador,
&c., 192, and raid on
Temple Bay, 193, 211

Rights and liberties of American
fishers under Treaty of
Paris and Treaty of 1818
diKussed, 366, 368

Rigolet, Hudson Bay Co.'s post at,

started, 407
Proposed Moravian mission at,

300, 301
Smith (Lord Strathcona) met

at, by McClintock
(i860), 416

Visits of Labrador Court to, 442
Rigolet to Lanse-Ji-Loup, census of

all vessels between and
Iheir catch (1826), 402

Rink, Dr., chief authority on the

Eskimos, their dialects,

and origin, 158-9
on Eskimo tradition as to an

alien nation expelled by
them from Labrador,
12, his comments, 13-4

Rio Dulce (Sweet River), 70
Rio Grande (Grand R:ver), 69
Rio Nevado, of Gomara, probably

Hudson's Straits, 66, 67
Rio de Pecje (River of Fishes), 70
River au Saumon, salmon-^hery

firm at, gains of, 385
River basin, idea of, in partitions of

Labrador, .^6
River of Fishes (Rio de Pecje), 70
River mouths, Labrador, nets set

at, by Americans, 353,
prohibition of, 371

Rivers of Oibrador, reserved from
American fiiheri, by
Treaty of 1818.. 368
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Riven of Newfoundland, 64
Robertson, SAtnuel, error of, u to

Brest, Labrador, 78, 79
Roberval, Toyage of, to the New

Lands, 89, 90, efforts

to colonise, 90, romance
connected with, 90 et

uq.; lileDt as to £s-
kimoi, i6j

Robenral and Cartier, joint voyage

Robie, S. B., '•1S4

Robins, at Cape Cod. 335
Robinson, Bryan, Sheriff, Labra-

dor Civil Court, 396
Robinson, Captain H,, return by,

of Labrador fisheries

(1820), 394, 395, 596
on Americans in Labrador fisher-

iesdSao), 369-70,371
on French fishers on Labra-

dor, 370
Robinson, Mrs. (Marv), known as

*' Perdita," parentage,

200, and career, aoa,
303 ; portraits of, ao2

Rochelle, 81
Rock terraces, characteristic of

Labrador, 11

Roddick, Dr., gift by, of sailing
boat to R.M.D.S.F.,
464

Roebuck, Mr., 444
Rogerson, Hon. J. J.,

and the Act
probibitmg overciowd-
ing on fishing vessels
bound for Labrador
(1880,422-3

Roman Catholic missionaries in

Labrador, some con>
verts of, 156, 166, 297,
30t, 438, 429, in Straits
ofBelle Isle (1841), 428

visits to, of Greenland
Bishops, 3

Romney, Georje, portrait by, of
" i'erdita," 303

Rorke, John, witness on Labrador
fishery (1856), 410

Rose Blanche, halibut of, 377
Ross, Sir J. C, on the Bank off

Hamilton Inlet, 416

Rome,

Rouen, Newfoundland natives

(1512), 36
Vessels from, for " Ter

Neuve," 36
Round (Island), (Redonda), 69
Rentier, the, of Jehan Alphons

Roberval's pilot, 9:
silent on Eskimos, j(

RotUUr Rim4, of Jehan Mallai
on Eskimos of Labii
dor, 163

Royal Mission to Deep Sea Fishe
men, work and worke
of, in Labrador, 454
seq.; help from Canac
and U.S.A., 464-I

473-4 ; some suppor
ers, 299, n.i, 454

Work of, in the North Sea, Grei
fell's training in, 459

Royal Get^raphical Society
Journal, and Robii
son's ioamal of tli

fisheries, 369
Royal Society, Cartwright and h

EUktmo,dining with, 3j
Cook's relations with, 199

Royal Society of Canada, 77
Rowe, Thos., witness on Labradc

fishery (1856), 410
Rum, ite Alcohol
Rupert, Prince, and Hudson Ba

Co., 128, 139
Rupert's Land, 129, and Canada

I^limitation Commii
sion proposed, 130

Russia, feather beds of, 137
Navy of, Nicholas Darby in, 20
Reindeer of, 144

Rut, John, voyage of, to Newfound
land, 50-1, 121

on French vessels at St. John's, 3
on Portuguese ships in St. John'

Harbour, 36
Ruysch's Map (150S}, on Hudson'

Strait, l2i,H.i
Treating New Lands as Asia, 6:

Sabinb, Lorenzo, estimate by,
number of New Ene
land (and other) vessel

in Labrador fishery, 33;

W

ii!i



Sabine, Lorenio {rm/J.^ ._
on Ibc absence of proof of Ameri-

oin use of Labrador
Mblng grounds before

^. .. '""«P<ndence, 328
on Ondley's hshing |e,i „, ,^,

Magdalens, 137
on the Ubrador fisherr, mislales

made by, 328-9
on tola! eiport of dod f,„m

V.S.A. (1830), 404on the true origin of the New
s.1,1 .

*'"«'»'><1 Colonies, 3178Sables, at Cape Cod, 325 * '

!>agas, Icelandic, on Norse voyages

01. ^ *° America, 5, 6. 7, g

„ .
""• "y

Moravian mission station pro-
posed near, why not
founded, 305

Bagueniy River, 86
Sailors, run-a-ways, from American

Wbaler, at Oltali, can-
nibalism owned to, by,
their other ogences, mt

SI. Anthony, Doctor, hospifal
mission, &c., at, 46sJrphnnage and industrial train-
mg place built at, 466

S,''"!";.*"'' ^1» '»n<'=<f «. 4W
bhip-building at, 46s, 466

S • ™T°'' '„' P°'' of defence, 138
St. Barbc, 138, 221

'

St. Benoil, Basque Whaling sla
tion, 132

St. Did, famous MappuWished at, 62
St. Francis, Sealing poll at, 3S5
St. Francis River, Salmon-fihery

K. r , „ *'• £"'"• of, 38sSt James- Bay Factory, Eskim,
trading at, 320

St. John, or St. Jolin's River

c. I u „.'W. «l, +46
St. John River to Hudson's Straits

district placed undeJ
Newfoundland by the

o. r t .
^""")'of''»"s,434, 41?

St. John's, Newfoundland, or St
John's Harbour, igr
192, 220, 22S, 253, 2j6,
3»S, 339, 355. 400, 465

» o
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St. John's {c«i/'rf.);_

Beolhuk woman brought to, 201WureJ privateers at (1812I
344-5

Cartier and Roberval at, 90Chamber of Commerce, sa Mer-
chants, iH/ra

Uislress and riots at, 359tnglifh fishers at (r.V. 1578),
leadingposition assumed

,^!'«...3&.'";'°^'"^^

First Eskimo tried at, 314
first named on Reinel's map, 63
irench vesseU at (1527), R„,
„ ,

on, 36
Haven s arrival at, 254
Hcpwood's visit to, and the

result, 454
Labrador fish brought to

r , i°.''402
'

Legal aBairs at, of Nicholas
lAirby, 200

Made a free port (1822), 372
Ma/,/a, detained AmericaJ schoo-

ner at, 343 344
Merchant! of, elTorts to meet,

and complaints of, as to
American fishers' com-
petition, 340, 341

iHemorial of, to Bathurst on
the Boundary despute
with Canada (iSjc)
451-3

"'

Memorial of (1822), on effects
of Treaty of 1818, and
requesting that St.
John s be made a free
port, 372

Memorial on eiclusion of
French and Americans
from British waters
'S'S'. 345««?.,39o,
Aeat s support of, leo

„ 351. 352-5
^» •

Memorial of (1820), on inter-
rupUon by Americans of
fishery in Rivers and
Harbours of Labra-
dor, 371

'•-«33i'Wt



5<t LABRADOR
St. John*! (MM!/.):—

Mercbantt (em/tf.) :—
Memorial of, oppoung return

of any put of Labrador
to Canada (18*5), 40a

Protesti (1809), on numben of
American fishers, 360

Tbanks if, to Chimmu. ibr

*.\ic Northern Labrador
coait anrvey {1866). 4IS

Portuguese shipa in (1527), jt
Privateers, captured, taken to,

Retaking oC'Cook at, 198
Rut at, his letter to Henry

VIII., 51
Roman Catholic Episcopate of,

Labrador coast attached
to, 428-9

Seamen's home at, Grenfell's

interest in, 461 •>

Support by, of Hospitals in

Labrador, 463
Supreme Court at, case of Beard

andJennings at, grounds
of, and decision in

(1820), 391-3, Hamilton
on, |93-4

cases at (1816), on Greenwich
HospitiU dues, 40a

Taken possession of, by Gilbert

for Queen Elizabeth,

importance of this

event, iia

Trespassing captured American
Whalers sent to, 361

Vessels from, in the Labrador
fishery. 402, 451

St. Julian's, 257
St. Katherine tCaUlina) Harbour,

Cartier in, 75
St. Lawrence Island, 85
St. Lawrence famished by priva-

teers, 333
St. Lawrence River, 135

Cook's knowledge of, 198
Discovered by Cartier, second

voyage, 77, his ascent,

89, and wintering-place
on, 80-90

Open to Americans, 326
St. Lewis Inlet, 6i-2

St. Mal&, Cartiei's port of de
parture, 73-4, and o
retom, 77

People of, fiiheiy of, in Labrador,

36* 73-4, 89 ; hamperec
by Eskimoi. 133

opposition to Cartier, basis of

36, 73-4
Procurateur of, Cartier's dedaca

tioD before, 73-4
St. Mary's Bay, American Whakn

trespassing at, scizun

of, 361 Alf.I
St. Michael's Bay, settlers at, 394
St. Modeste, fishery at, 154

Salmon-fishery firm at, gain.i

of, 38s
St. Paul's Bay, Eskimos in, slain

by Indians, tradition

of, 166
St. Paul's Cathedral, a Canon of.

on voyage to New-
foundland, 51

an Eskimo view on. 237
St. Peter's Bay, Atkins at, 326
St. Piire and Miquelon Jslands,

^ .. **^
Cook's survey of, 198
French contrabrand trade at, 347

St Salvador, Island discovered by
Columbus, 57

Salmon of Labrador, 131, 179,
242, 321 et a/$Ai

Bears catching, Sebastian
Cabot on, and Cart-
wright on, 22, 242-3

Cartwrigfat s losses hy, 229
Plentiful in rivers of Sandwich

Bay. 10, 242
£amous take of, 419
lawsuit on fishery, 391-4

in Newfooodland waters, 34, 64
Salmon Fishery, Labrador :—

Canadian, in Hamilton Inlet, 448
Firms engaged in, places con-

cerned and returns, 385
Fishers in, and takes, 381, 402
Hamilton's reeulations for, 391
Importance of; 405
Palliser on value of, and absence

from,of Englishmen,380
RegnlatiottS made for, by, 217



INDEX
Salmon Finery [comtd. ) :—

Nets cd mwfoandtanden de-
atroyetl by Americans nn
Labrador, 405

Salmon Rivei, Atkins at, lalmon,
sea-fowl and waterfalls,

&c , of, 325
Saa Joban, set St. juhn'i
Sand bird! at Cape Cod, 335
Saiupten, one of^ Rut's ships, lost,

50.51
Sandwich Bay, 394, 449
American &her$ at (185a), 375
Beard & Ca's fishing post

at, lawsuit concerning,
391-4

Bishop Fdld'svisit to (i84S),429
Caribou antlers, record pair,

found at, by Cartwnght,
242, «.l

Cartwright's house at, 24I-3,

4p7i amenities of the
situation, 343

Church of England Miuion in,

started by Feild, 430
Davis's (pnibable) harbour, 130
Finery at (1804-6), 389
Granted to Cartwriglit as fishing

station, 391, 407
Hont and Henley at, 407
salmon take (1863}, 419

Hudson Bay Co.'s post at,

started, 407
Possible landfall of J. Cabot,

37,38
Rivers falling into, famous for

Salmon, 10, 242
white bears fishing i

salmon, Cabot
Cartwright on,

243.3
Salmon fishery at, 391

firms engaged in, 385
391. 407» 419

Seal'fiihery at, 391
Shores and shallows of, 10

Sandwich Bay from Cape Charles,
report uf fishery (1820),
Robinson on, 394-6

Sandwich Bay to Blanc Sablon,
resident population be-
twwn 0856), 411

563

1 for

and

389.

Sandwich Bay to Cape Harrison,
American fishers at,

(1853), 410
Sandwich Cove, salmon fishery

firm at, gains of, 385
Santa Cruz, Alonzn, on English

fakitty at LAbrador,
weight of his evi-

dence, 97
on I^brador and neighbouring

lands, 65-6
Safphc, H.M.S., 375
Saunders, Admiral Sir Charles,

and the Quebec Act
('774). 437. views nf
cod fishery as nursery
for the Navy, 438, and
on inconvenience of re-

sort to Quebec in dis-

putes, 438
Saunderson, William, and Davis's

expedition, ti8(t-n. i

Savine, Leon, printer, 89
Sax, W., Figurative Plan by, illus-

trating area of Labrador
re-annexed to Canada
(1825), 441

Scalle, John cricson, Bishop of
Gardar, visit of, to
Rome, 3

Scandinavia {see also Denmark,
Norsemen, and Nor-
way), supposed connec-
tion with Labrador, 65

Scarborough, fishers from, visiting

Iceland, 19, n. I

Schlozer, Andrew, Moravian, com-
panion of Haven,
26a, 261

Schmittman, Moravian, letter on
his health, spirit shown
by, 389, last years of, ib.

Schneider, John, Moravian, sent
to Nain, 268

Schools, Mfwavian, for Eskimos,
success nf, 276, 281,
3i3, 429

of Navigation in Pnrti^l and
iipain, cart<^aphical
work of, 56, 57

Scotland, exempt from Act on
Fish-ouying, 100

i-\



LABRADOR
Scott^ Robtrt and John, in Mrt-

nerdiip with Curt-

wright, 341
Sry/tit, II.M.S., loundiiigs by, ja

Grenfell Channel, 125
Sem of France (Mer de France), 69
Sea-ccw fiibery, l>*ra Inlet, repoit

>, deiiied from Elliott

.86). 384
Miff'' V.-.i lain, poriued by

Tanvrin, destroyed by
Americans, 338 4: n. i

Saal K And, Church of England
Mtuion at, itart^ by
Feild, 430

SaaUng post at, 385
Scab auore in Battle Harbour,

(1873), 4ai
in Eskimo economv, 17, 18, 29,

139. 155.284,28s, 303.4
Harpooning given up by

Eskimos, 304
Sotttbward miE^ationi of, 326
of Labrador, 131, 139, 179, ti

aim
Datea of fiihing for, 303
Driven oflT oy ^wordfish

{184a), 296
Fishery for:

—

Cartwright on his outfit

for, 226
Cessation of, 426
Failures (i84«K 297, (1855),

300
Firms ei^aged in, places

conce?Md, and re-

turns, 38^
Fluctuations in, 284, 288,

"95, 303
Importance of, 452
Nets for, introduced by Mo-

ravians, 29, 2S4-5, 303
Oil from, shipped by Mora-

vians (1811), aS6
Palliser on, 380
Points on in debate on Que-

bec Act (1774). 437 8
Principal post for, 436
Prosecution urged by Curtis,

his reason, 210
Returns of (1766-7), 381

Sandwich Bay, 391

Scaling Posts, Labrador, Canadii

grantea of, lots of di

to Fishery mles, 205
Scabkins, uses made of;

—

Bed-rolies, traditional, 13
Boi)ts, matle by Eskimos, 21

Clothes of Eskimos, 13, 3
139, 14S, abandonme:
of. 307

Moravian cargo of, 286
Sebastian Cabot map, the so-calle

(1544). 36>43>47t62
DefecU in, 30
on Cape Breton as landfall* 30

Se^ulliax, an Eskimo, 267
Seine, River, 86
Seines, use of for Herrings, forbi

den, 378 (186a), 4i».o
jectlonsof Nova Scotia

and Americans, 412-3
Purse seines, forbidden, 378
Usedby Ameiicans on Labrad<

374. 3>9
Sclby, Mrs., G. Cartwrigh

houiekeeper, U3
Settlers discouraged b\ Pallisi

178, i«3, \S6, 189, 2

Favourable attitude of Bt.«rd

Tf-vV^ to(i rj^KM
ShtKlhanS ^Vvhn

far

tion on, ao^
Seville, geogtafdiert \vS

of, 65
Labrador known about at, 64

School of C05mOgT^]h\ 3

navigation %t, 1.^"

Tliorne's letter to Henry VI
written from, 39i ^

50. 96
Sexton, Captain, Surrogate, ar

of his jurisdiction, 2
SeymoM, Sir Thoiuas, Lord Hi

Admiral, and the Ii

land finery, 101

Shakespcaae, Wiiliam, contem;
laziea of, leadii^ chi

acteristics of, 113
Citad on Desire to 1

Savages, 309
Sbetteid, exempt from Act on fii

boying, 100
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Shiffoer, Captain, o& Amcricaiu
exceeding privilege

granted to (iSiS), 361

Ship Adventurer! or Ship Fiihera

(j« aiso Mercnant Ad-
vcaturcrs), 329 30, 379,
380. 387

Eountin to (>7S6>i 3S4
Labrador I'linery reserved for

by Palliaer, ai6
Palliier's Act for encouraging,

effiectiof, 184. l86<Crii.l

Shipf)ing and V%vlgation Acts :

»

Deductions .um as to the
Navy, 101, 102

as to New Liandi fisheries, lot 3

l^esiimi&tic note in, 99
•Ship's Cumpany," the, -if the

Moravians, trading by,

279, 380
Shooting exploits of G. Cartwright,

K4S
Shore-cured Labrador Ash defined,

importance of, 41.1

£huldhatn, Commodore Sir M.,
Governor of Newfound
land :-

Brown's conptaint to, of Ameti-
can ihipmasteis, up-

shot of, jjS
Curtis lent by, to visit Mora-

vians, 269
Proclamation by, to Settlers on

Protection and condi-

tions of, 206, 333,391
on his Oversight of the Latwador

fisheries after tramfer

to Quebec Goveranent,
&c, 207

Sidney, Sir Philip, grant to, of an
American [ffiDcipality,un-

der Gilberts' patent, 1 13

Simms, George, first clerk, Lat»a-
dor Civil Court, 396

bimon du Bois Salmon fishery

firm, 385
Simpson, Sir George, Governor of

Hudson Bay Co.'s terri-

torie8(i857),evideiiceby,

sBstaming Newfound-
land claim to debueable
area iu Labrador, 443-5

I
Sir DtfHoUy R.M.D.S.F. steamer

' given by Lord Strath-

cona, 4U4t fate of, 465
" Sish " ice, oaturt of, 460
16th-century writers, clear ai to

position of Labrador,
map-makerii not !>n, 67

Skcans & Kersley, Si. John's

I
firm in LibiaJot fishery

\

{1806), 389
' Skraeling(s) [se* also Eskimos),
! attacks of, on Karl-
I sefni, 8

Norsemen's first encounter with,

described, 17

I Races included by some in the

I

term, 16

Relation of the name, to " Kara-
lit," 156, *i.i

Term limited by author to Es-

kimos alone, reasons

given, 16-8

SUde & Co., Labrador firm, 383,

385. 389
Small-pox, fatality of, to Eski-

mos, 203, 240, 241,

I

310, 4>6
,
Smith, Captain Harry, of Glouces-

I ter, U.S.A., originator

of the Frozen Herring
trade, 377

Smith, D. A. (Lord Strathcona),

Hudson Bay Co.'s Dues
paid by, to Newfound-
land, for North Wes'
River (1864), 445

McClintock's meetiiu; with
ftSAo), 416

MiauoD profmaiUs of, to Mora-
nans, visit of, to Hope-
dale, 299 <!' n.2, viaii to,

of Elsaer, joo-i

Smvggliag, or Contraband {su »no
Men, awiuggling oO.

Amerscwi, off Ncw-
fbundLasd (1840}, 375

natne, i'M game, from
Crtwt's -'New Ue,"
33, Jg.30

son of far'°*f"i born in

ViolMid, 9
Snug Harbour, settle*! at, 394

Sn(»ri,
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Sodtj tw Pninfitlon of Dm
GMptl, gimnt fron, Ibf
MMoiii toWUm popu-

c. J
'•Hon of UlwdocV43o

So Mdw, OuM Cbula, aio
SolicUoi-GaMtal (Wtddabiini),

ud Ihe Qiebec BUI,

aoBcuo, oa John C>bol, in hii
mtfnificcfit dan, si

Song of Ikrewdl, of EAimot,
nine br djrinf Call..
howlw, 163-4

Soranio, on En(liih lallon for
tha Atlantic, 101

Soutliey, Robert, on G. Carl-
wrtohl'i ionmal, 214

South Africa, Moravian million in.

Addition! to domain! of, by Col-
ombiu'daconiiet,3],83

Aiorcs owned bjr, 83
Cartographical work in, 56, 57,

.
"^d superiority of, 97

Colottiea of on American conti-
nent, 116, Haies on, 1 13

BuUei in, on Britilh fiih, 350
French ihiix itopped by, from

going to Newfound-
land, 36

Neglect by, of northern Ameri-
cancout, reaions, 36-7

RighU of, in Newfoundland
Fiiheries, under the
Treaty of Utrecht, 94

b. Cabot in Mrrice of, 41, 44, 40
Sphere of, in New Unds u de-

limited by Treaty of
Tordesillas, 33, 37. eo

Spaniih Armada, defeat of, dedii-
tir,n from, 98

Map of I^orador, sa Ribero't
Pilots, i6th century, sarcasm

on, 98
Seamen, English superiority to,

97-0
Speai Harbour, Church of Eng-

land mission at, started

,
byFeild, 430

Defensure stores sent to, 192
Sealing post at, 385

LABRADOR
Spotted Ifland, 44I
Spotted Island Harbow, sat

Square Island Harbow, sal

Sfuim/, Tea^fof GUbert, 113
Stags (m mbt Cariboa, Deer,

JWndeul, large,

John <^bot's *']

Ue," u
in Newfoundland, 34" Stalioneis " of Labcadot, 457

Stneu, Prof,, bcrimile t^,
Ihe Wollenbuttel n

Stocktsh, s« Cod
Stone, used in Eskimo boo

Greenland, &&,
3. >4

Stone implcnenti of Eskimoa,
Weapons of Eskimos, 13

Stones on Hellnland, 8, 10
on Labrador, Curtis on, 209

Stomer, Gilbert's servant, 112
Stout, of Ihe Cmi Inltnl, m

smuggling by, sentei
on, 319

Stmit Aiuiah, liui on
Anglo-Atorean cape
lion, 38

(Straight) Coast (Costa), 69
Straits ofBayofChatteaui, Cartii

name for Straits
Belle Isle, 73, 74

Straits of Belle Isle (i« tist F
^/)> 35- "If <<

American lisheri in, 329, 3;
412, Kemp on, 360

ofial-throwing by, injury frc

.
(1821)* 371

.
privileges of, under Treaty

1818 366,369
Anglican and Roman miuia

ariesin (1S40-1), 428
Audubon's sommcr at (1835

_ 376
Canadians on, 381
Cartier s name for, 73, 74
Cartier's pwtages of, 18, 75,
Davis at, 122
Eskimeaiuc shore in, 331

8!
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^N«w

Stnit* of B«U* I«le Utmii) i~
Eskimo of, early MvigBton lilent

on, 18, 160, 163, l6s
French ettimatc of toUl popu-

lation baaed on those

Men here, 374
numeroaa and ferociou at,

and before date of

Englishoccupation, 169,

170, 171
Palliseron, 176

Fishen of different races, fre-

quenting, 36, 73-4, 1 18,

176. 3»5. 339. 348, 350.
360, 371, 38a, 383. 4 to

Fishery in (ste also FLshers tufra,

A Labradiif fisbery,

vessels engaged in), esti-

mate for (1820), 396
fluctuations in, 430, 421

Fishery Protection Service in

aim of, and succeUi

(l8w), 4'0
*' Floaters " in, -457. 458
Ice in, later than Gulf of St.

Lawrence, 353
Island in, Parkhurst on, 103

JerMy 6rms in fishery of, 383
on Kunstman III map, 61

Lois in, of one of Henry VIII's

ships, 51

Naval Surrogates' visiuto(i8io],

390
NewfDundlander&fishiDgin(i8s6),

their take ta, 410-I

Nova Scotia fishers in (1813),

349. 350. .413

Planters at, condition of (1793},

King on, 386
Privateers in, 344, 333
Protection in, from foreigners,

desired, 362, 363
Richery's ravages in, 193
Roberville's attempt to colonize

in, 90
Romance connected with, 90-3

Route vift, from Boston to Eski-

meaux coast W* Gut of

Canso), Bernard on, 33G
St. Mslbins fishing in, 36, 73-4
Ship-fishers encouraged to fish

in, 379

StraiU of Belle Isle (ttiihi.) :—
Sofsesied French suiion in, 138
Thnnder and lightning bequeot

south of, )2I

Straits of Belle Isle to Ungava
Bay, Eskimo tribes of,

numbers in, Curtis

on, 169-70

Stratkttmat steam Hospital-ship

given to R.M.D.S.F,,

Grenfeirs reverie on, luramarizing

his wor*, 472 J
Strathcona and Mount Roval, Lord

^D. A. Smith, q.v.),

gift by, of Steamer to

R.M.D.S.F., inUbra-
dor, 464

Past and present positions of,

299, M.3

and the Straikccna Hospital-

ship, 465
Sunday fishing, forbidden by New-

foundland fishery laws,

American contraven-
tion, eventual compro-
mise, 378

i'MfifiifW, Davis's veuel, 119
Superintendent of Trade on Labra*

dor, Anspach on, 307
Surfe, town of. Combes on, 82, 83
Surinam, Moravian mission in,

self-supporting, 303
Surrogate Courts set up on Labra-

dor (1811), 390
Surrc^tes, in Labrador, the first

appointed, 304
Naval, Act appointing, limits

form of commission, 220-1

names of, early, 331, later, 39O
Sven, King of Denmark, his know-

ledge of the history of
the Norsemen, 5

on Vinland and its products, 5
Swaine, or Swaync, Captain, north-

ward exploration < >f, 327,
remains of Erhardt and
his men found by,

353 <t «. I

on Fishing Bank off Labrador
Coa&t, 416, n.i
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568 LABRADOR
Sweden, &&, Lahndot eonpsred

to, by an unknown, 135,
Ij6, 141-3, 145, 146

Swe«t Rirer (Rio Dulce), 70
Sweetland, Benjamin, Judge of

Labrador Court (1863),

„ ,_ 4*8, on its Talue, 419
awoidfish, iwarms of, injury from,

toCod fishing( 1S43),296

Table Harbour, lettlers at, 194
Tarat, mvthical dty, 86
Teal at Cape Cod, 3^5
Teignmouth,Ship-adventurer8from,

in Labrador, 380
Temple Bay, Cod-curing at, Curtis

on, 310
Eskimos met at, by Crofton. 311
Forts of, Wemyss on, 194-5
Ffench5quadronat,i9i-2,i93,3ii
Grant of, desired by Noble and

Pinson, 305, 383-3
Grimes's raid OD, 193, 244-5
Sealing post at, 385
Surrt^ate at, Pinson appointed

as (1813), 390
Temple Point, Forts on, destroyed

by Richery, 193
Terceiras I^^and, in the Azores,

..ome of the Corte Real
fiimily, 33

Terra Corte Real, or Corterealis,
Newfoundland, once
known as, 60

Errors on, in MerchatUs Mappt
ef Commercet 60, 71, 78

Terra de Johan Vaz (Land of joao
Vas), 70

"Terra Laboratoris," first map so
naming, 60

Greenland (correctly drawn),
described as, only on
CarU Marina of Wald-
seemiiller, 63

Terre de Labrador (Land of
Labrador), 69

Terre Neuve, French name for

Newfoundland, 31, 33
Terre Ursos (Land of Beus), 70
Terre Verde, Corte Real's name

for Newfoundland, 9,

34, 59

Terrianiak, Eskimo exhibita
Europe, 310

Thevet, Ule by, of the Straii

Belle Isle, 90, 93
Thibet, grains from, attemp

grow in Labrador,
;

Thomas, converted Eskimo, a h
slider, with two C
tian wives, 283

Thomas, Mr., Labrador trader,
Tltomas, John, companion

TK *X"**'.37. 39
Thompson, Captain, 357
Thompson, Captain, Naval Su

gate, area of his ji

diction, 221
Thorne, Robert. letter from,

Or. Leigh, on Lai
dor, the north limii

American Spain, 64
Letter to Henry VfH on

covery of the N
foundlands, 39-40, 50

Map by (1527), on Labradoi
English, 96

OD Mutiny preventing discovc

39i 47
Thome, William, and partners,
Thorstein, son of Eric the R

attempt of, to rea
Vinland, 7

Thule, see Iceland
Thunder and Lightning, frequt

in Labrador, 321, 33^
Tides, flow of, in Labrador hi

hours, 336
Rise and fall of, entrance

Hudson's Straits, la
136-7

Slack, at the "New Isle," foui
by John Cabot, 33, 33

TUe (Thule), see Iceland.
Tobias, an Eskimo exhibited

Europe, 310
Tooklavinia, J«Tuglavina
Toftu, H.M.S., 34J
Tory, of White Bay, private<

driven off by h
people, 246

Tory, Richard, English firm i

the Labrador fisbei

(1806), 389



ikimo exhibited in
ope, 310
y, of the Struts of
e Isle, 90, 93
from, attempt to

V in Labrador, 397
ted Eskimo, a back-
:r, with /wo Chiii-
wivet, 383
•abrador trader, 383
1) companion of
d. 37, 39
tain, 357
itaJn, Naval Surro-
area of his juris-

3n, 221

[ letter from, to
I^igh, on Labra-
the north limit of
rican Spain, 64-5
nry Vftl on di»-

y of the New-
Hands, 39-40, 50, 96
), on Labrador as
ish, 96
venting discovery,

, and partners, 39
3f Eric the Red,
pt of, to reach
nd, 7
d
ghtning, frequent
tirador, 321, 334
n Labrador har-
3as
of, entrance to

id's Straits, 131,

New Isle," found
m Cabot, as, 37
celand.

mo exhibited in

:. 3«o
uglavina
4a
Bay, privateet
oflF by his

English firm in
«brador fishery

389

Toacanelli, supposed inspirer

Columbus, 30
Tous Saints (All Saints), 70
Toutes Isles, locality so called hy

Cartier, 76
Trade between America and British-

American colonies for-

bidden, 336, «.i, 340,
341, 344

with EUkimo (sm also Moravian),
Cartwiieht's result.-, 230

with Indians, PaTliser on, 179-So
Traders, northward advance of,

anxiety caused by
to Moravians, 379, 396,
304. 315

Trading forbidden to officials, by
Palliser, 330-3

Tramaetiont and Events during a
Fetidence 0/Nearly Six-
tetn Years an the Labra-
dar^ Cartwright's jour-
nal, 334, his life there,
summarized from, 334 et

seq., value of the book,
and tributes to it, 224

Transit of Venus, Cook's observa-
tion of (1767}, 199

Trappers of Labrador, menace
to, of Paper-pulp in-

dustry, 427
Trap-caught fish, disadvantages

of, 434
Traps for fish, 434, 458
Traps, permanent, of stone, for

taking Fur Animals,
Labrador, 30, n.i

Trawling off-shore, introduction of,

and decline of American
Labrador trade, 376

Success with, off Labrador, 434
Treaties between France and

America on the New-
foundland fisheries, 373

Treaty or Convention of London
(1818):—

American fishing privileges

under, 365-6, 369, 397
meaning of the Treaty dis-

cussed, 366, 368
statement of principal British

chiims, 357.363, 366, 368

INDEX
of

569

Treaty or Convention of London
\tonld.)

:

—
Abrogation of advisable,

426,i{:f..r

Effect on Iraac of Newfound-
land, J74,»i.i

Expressions used in, describing
vsrious localities, pre-
cision aimed at by,
366, 368

United States attitude to, 366-7,
368.9

extent of original demands, 369
Treaty of Ghent (1814), no men-

tion in, of Fishery Con-
cessions, 356

Treaty of Paris, American Drying
and Curing rights under,
in Nova Scotia, Mag-
dalen Islands, and
Labrador, limitations
on. 334. 339. forbidden
on Newfoundland, 334

American Fishing rights, &c.,
under, 333

compared, in this respect, with
Treaty of 1818., 368

distinctions to be noted, 334
loose wording, abuses due

to. 353
view of America on non-

abrogation of, by Treaty
of Ghent, 356-7, British
view, 357

view taken of, before war of
1812, Kemp's evidence
on, 359-61

Americans forbidden by, to pur-
chase fish, 344

Effect on American fishery, 352
Provisions of, as to English

sovereignty over New-
foundland, Labrador,
and Canada, and per-

missions to the French
as to fishing, 95, 434

Treaty of Reciprocity with the
United States (1854),
alleged effect on Labra-
dor fishery, 413

and Use of Seines for Her-
rings, 413-3
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Treaty of Rnwick u affecting

Labrador, 139-30
Treaty of TordesiUat, and Papal

division of spheres of
Spain and Portugal, 33,
37. 59

Treaty of Utrecht (1713}, as affect-

ing Labratkir, 139-30,

T,, . .
'35-6

DinsioD of interrening coast of
Labrador agreed on
by, but not carried

„ . .
out. 433

Provuioos of, as to Newfound-
land Fisheries, 93, 94

Treaty of Washington ifid?!),

as affecting American
fishers, 367

American rights under, at For-
tune Bay, 378

Trees, see Woods and Trees
Treres, Sir Frederick, friend of

.,^. . .P^..
Grenfell, 459

Tnnculo aied, on toe desire to
see savage people, 309

Trinity, 221, 348
Triiuty Bay, Newfoundland, 32
and the privateers, 346, 333

Trounsell, Joseph, 340-1
Trout, on coast and in rivers of

Labrador, 321 et alibi
Eskimos fishing fori 285

Tucker, Chief Justice, decision
of, on liability for

Greenwich Hospital
dues, 400

Tugluvina or Tooklavinia, an
Eskimo, husl»n(' of
Hikak, and the Mora-
vians, 301, 367, 369,
conversion, relapse* and
death of, 373

Taken to EngUnd by Cartwright,

>34
Tnnnek, Tdnnit, Tomit, Eskimo

name for Norsemen, I3,

» . '3. 14
Tunnit, 12, meaning of word dis-

cussed by Rink, 13
TuDudlermiut, Eskimo word for

dwellers inland, 13
Turquas, mythical city, 86

Twetity-Hve Years in ike Hud
Bay Ctmpany's Sena
by J. Mcllean, ci

on the results of 1

Compan/s trade w
Indians, and on I

good work of 1

Moravians, 305
Twillingate, American privat

at, 246
Typhoid fievcr infection, brou{

back by Eskimos U*
Chicago Exposition,
suits in Labrador, 3IJ

Ulrika, an Eskimo exhibited
Europe, 311

" Umiaks," Eskimo womei
boats, 307

Unsava Bay, 13
Eskimos of, friendly to Moi

vians (181 1), 2I

heathen ( 1824), 2g
visiting Ramab, 30;
withdrawal to, frc

Hebron district (i84(

396
Grenfell's course to, 68
Moravian tentative in, wl

abandoned, 287
Outbreak of d(^-diiease at, :

multaneous with that

Hopedale, 301-3
Ungava Bay to Straits of Belle Isl

Eskimo tribes in r^o:
numbers of, Curtis 01

169-70
Unitas Fratram, see Moravians
United States of America, set ai.

America :

—

Attitude of, to Treaty of 181I

variations in, 366-;

368-9
extent oforiginal demands, 36

Claim to be ^ee of control an
above local laws \

to Newfoundland an
Labrador fisheries, dii

cussed, 337-8
Cod fishery, Sabine's statistic:

335
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United StiOes ofAmerica {coM/d. ):—
Contention as to Fishing Rigbti

under Treaty of Paris,

not abrogated by Treal-^

of Ghent, 356-7
Support in, of Grenfell's work,

464-6, 473-4
Trade between, and British

North American colo-
nies interdicted after the
Warof 1812., 336, M.i,

340, 341, 344
Trading advantages of (1813),

347(1835), 374,». I

Treaties abr<^ted by, precedent
formed by, 436tfn.i

War with Great Britain (1812),
effect on fishery ques*
tions, 344-5, 353

l/rtiia McKinnon lailinz boat,
giveu to R.M.D.S.F.
by Dr. Roddick, 464

Unsettled or vacant places on
British colonies, alone
free to Americans for

Fish Dryingand Curing,
&C., under Treaty of

Pwi», 334, 338. 339.
366, 369. 37*1 closed by
the war, reopened
temporaril^(l8i7), 358,
American right exceeded
by them (1818). 361,
their privilege under the
Treaty of 1818.,

366. 369

VallAb, fishing stages at, 147
Van Dyke, Dr. Henry, on Gren-

fell's work in Labra-
dor, 460

Van Heere, Tan, portrait of an
Eskimo by, at Ant-
werp, 163

Vaudreuil, Sieur de. Governor of
New France, grant
from, to Couitemanche,
on I^brador, 131

Venice, belief at, in reaching China
across the Atlantic, 20

John Cabot a citizen of, 30, 31

Venice {cwtd.)\—
Report to Senate, by Contarini,

on S. Cabot's voyage of
discovery, 41.3

S. Cabot's relations with, 41,

49. 50
Venison Island, Civil Court held

>t, 399
Visited by Archdeacon Wiz,

(i83i).4a8
Veniiano Map (1529), on Eng-

lish discovery of Labra-
dor, 96

Vespucius, Amerigo, and the name
America, 46, 62-3

Viana, voyages from to Newfound-
land, &c., 36

Visas Map, on Cape Bonavista, 33
Golf du Batel on. 167, n.\.

Vinland, Adam of Bremen's the

first contemporary and
independent account
of, 6

Ari the Wise on, 6
Bishop Eric of Greenland's search

for, 3
Called the Good in I3th cen-

tury geography, place
assigned to, 6

Character of, as seen by Karlsehii,

its stones, hills, foxes,

and -^kraeliog inhabi-
t. 1-9

Impossiblt je identified with
La^ador, 18

Locality of, discussed, 6, 16
et itq.

Products of, according to King
Sven(io67), 5

Skraelings of, 8, 9, 16, 18,

accounts of, not de-
rived from Greenland
sources, i6t

Visited by Leif the Lucky, 7
Voyage to and stay in, of

Karlsefbi and Gudrid,
7, 8, their return to

Greenland, 9
Well known in days of Ari the

Wise. 6
Why abandoned by Norse-

men, 161
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VoyLgt ofRosamund, by Ch«ppell.

on Eikimos ftt L'snse-ik-
loup, 213

Waobs of Fishcimen, effect on,
of PallUei's Act, 184,
196Am, I

Wftldegr«ve, Admiral* Governor
and Commander - in -

Chief in Newfoundland,

and Coffins grant of Magdalei.
Islands fishery, 338

Crofton's report to, on taking
gjssesaion of Temple
ay, 192-4

WaldseemUUer map, special fea-
tures of, 62<4

Wales. Dowager Princera of,

Mikmk's present for, 268
Wallace, Admiral Sir Richard,

Governor of Newfound-
land, pctiti«n to, of
Noble & Pinson, 194

Wemyss's report to, on forts at
Temple Bay, 194-5

Walruses, Labrador, 136
Walsh, of Zelott, and Nicholas

Darby, 200
Walsh, John, witness on Labrador

fishery (185C), 410
Waliiogham, Sir Francis, EHa-

beth's Lord Secretary,
death of, 122

War of 1812, American Fishing
privil^es and rights
cancelled by, 356 ; tneir

dispute of this, ib.^Hall
on Treaties cited, 356-7

War of Independence, effect on
New England fishers,

333
Ward, Richard and his companions,

voyage of to Newfound-
land, 37, 39

Warren, Matthew H., account of
Labrador fishery given
by, to Chimmo (1866},

4M, 415
Warien, Sir John B., Governor of

Newfoundland, 349
Washington (city oQi 358

Washington, George, 337
Waterford, Eskimu& at, 235
Waters, Lieut., at York Fort, 15
Watson, William, at Hopedi

(1797), 376
Watteville, J<^nnesde, Moravi

Bishop,and Erhardt,3
Weapons :—

Eskimos of Labrador, 13, 3

156. 311-2,304
Eskimos of Newfoundland.

StoneAge.Eskimo tradition on.
Weather conditions in 1816, wic

swead peculiarities i

3^7-8
Wedderbum, Alexander, Lo

Loughborough, su S
licitor-General

Weir, Benjamin and others, lea

lu, of Magdalen I

lands, 338
W»Ut, H.M.S- (cotter). 190
Wemyss, Captain, on forts 1

Temple Bay, 194-5
West Indies, British, 116. Briti:

fishery interests in, ar

American competitit

(1805), 340-1
Cod for, from Newfoundlani

New EngUnd trad

in, 31S
in lelation to Iceland and Labn

dor. Gomara on, 66-7
in relr'ion to Greenland, Gothei

tUtd on, 66
Lumb or, f.om Newfoundlanc

Keats on, 355
Robert Thorne, on reachinf

39-40
WtitlntHes, History 0/^ by Gomara

on non-Eskimo inhabi
tants of Labrador, 163
on latitude of the Wea
Indies, 66-7

West St. Modeste, co-operativ
store at, 465

Western Ocean, j« Atlantic
Westminster Abbey, a Cabot docu

ment found at, 24
Westminster Bridge, excitement at

caused by Cattwright'
Eskimos, 235
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Westminster HM, French Lab-
rador settlers' action

in, against TaUiscr

(1773). «6
Weymouth, Captain Genrge, ex-

plomtiuns uff ill Hud-
son's Straits and un Lati-

rador coast, 123-3
lyisitt first AmericaD vessel to

visit Labrador, 321
Whale Island, grant of, desired by

Noble & Finson, 203
Whalebone, 137, Atkins' purchase

of, in Davis Inlet, 322
CdeAt of, found on Eskimo

Island, Banks on, 195-6
Piebble's purchase of, from For-

tune Bay Indians, 336
Whale-fisheries, Basque, once car-

ried on in the Straits of
Belle Isle, 74, 132-3

Bounty to British ships in, Fal-
liser on, 178-9, 384

clause on, in Falliser's Act,
186, r.:

Cutting-up permissions and
rules, 214, 319

New England Whalers for-

bidden to fish for Cod,
by Falliser, 214-5, 3i8
e/ sff., 327. 329-30;
Keats on, 352

at Cape Charles, 195, 30l, 233,
230, 263

at Davis Inlet, Report on,

desired from Elliott

(1786). 384
of Gulf of St. Lawrence, 339,

American Proclamatior
on, 195, Pallisei's Regu-
lations, 195, 2t4, 316

of Labrador and adjacent

islands, Regulations
for, issued by Palliser

(1765), 213 «' «?•.
2ld-20

New Englanders mainly en-

gaged in, Curtis's

time, 310

Whales in Straits of Belle Isle, 74
Bones of, found in piles by

Courtemanche, 133-3

Whales {cM/a.):—
Course of, into Gulf <>f St.

Lawrence, ig6
in Eskimo economy, ?9
of Labrador, 131, 136, 137,

Moravian rcitorts on,

38t, 385
Whaling, by Eskimos, 285
White, E., Witness on Labrador

fishery {1856), 410
White, Edward, storekeeper, St.

John's, 191
White Bay, American privateer

driven off at, 346
White Bear Islands, 67, to Cape

Chiilley, banks along,

fishing possibilities

of, 424
White races, unsuited to Labra-

dor, 437
White Sand (Blanc Sablon, ^.f.),

70
Whiteley, W. H., fish-trap in-

vented by, 458
Whiteley, Messrs., fish merchants,

Bonne Esperance, 45S
Whobbiea or Loons (geese), cry of,

mistaken for Eskimo

Whooping-cough, devastations of,

among Eskimos of Lab-
rador, 306, 314

Wichercrosse St., a notable trio

at, 113
Widdicomb, J., St. John's firm

in Labrador fishery

(1806), 389
Wild cats from Newfoundland,

40
Willes, Richard, account by, of

S. Cabot's Arctic voy-

age, 47, and J. Cabot's
map, 26

Willow-grouse, see Partridges
Windy Tickle, Newfoundland

fishers at (1866), 414
Winship, George Packer, believer

in S. Cabot's voyage of

1508., 44,».l

Winsor, Justin, disbeliever in

Noi^c voyages to

America, I
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Winter, James, fint legsUy ap-

poiDled revenue officer

n>r Lkbrtdor (1863),
diffienltia met with by,
4»7-8, report! of, in-

formatiTe, 418
Wis, Archde^xtm, visit of, to

Labrador (1831), 428
Wives, plnrality of, among Eski-

mos of Labrador, rea-
sons for custom, prob-
lem of, to Moravians,
383, 383. 394

Wolfegg Castte. BavarU, Maps
discovered at, by Fu-
cher, 63, 63

Wolfenbattel, B. map^ 63
on English discovery of Lab-

rador, 96
on Origin of the name, 96

Wolsey, Cardinal, and voyages to
the " New ^J^nds,^* 48

Why certainly aware of John
Cabot's discoveries, 49

Wolves of Labrador, disease
attacking, 301

Wonderstrands, the, sailed past by
Karlsefni, 8

possibly Chateau Bay, 10, or
Porcupine Strand, 9

Wood Island, injury to fishing at,
by American offal-

throwing (1831), 371
Woods and Trees of Labrador :—
Bernard on, 331, 333, 335
Corte Renl on, 9, 34, 59, 64
Davison, 119, 120
Keats on, 355
Fired by Anwricana, 353
Firing of, prohibited by Falliser,

196-7 I

Woody Island, Cartier's pass
of. 75

/iM, by Davis, tUti
his last voyage, laa

Y Di Bakris (Island
Shoals), 70

Y-dos Aves or Bird Isles, on Keint
map, 63

York Factory, Hudson's Bay, ri

supplied at to natii

by the Company, ^
Lean on, 30i,n.i

York Fort, and its garrison nei(
hours of G. Ca
Wright, 337

History of, 190-3, 194, 195, 3(

307. 333
Urders to officers commandit

i9t> aoy
York Harbour, 321, Eskimos

(1764). 356-7
Ys de Loupes Matins (IsUnd

Seals), 70
Ys de Maio. 69

ZiCHARiAS, Eskimo, exhibited
Chicaeo, on his sens
tions there, 313

Zeigler, cited on I^brador, 65
Zelott, Newfoundland, 300
2«?»A>^,H. M.S., 304,231
Zintendorf, Count, and the Labr

dor mission, 353, 278
Zoar, Moravian mission stati<

founded (i86r j04,3(
Eskimos at, numbers

1880., 309
1890., 314
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