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HOME AND FOREIGN RLECORD

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

No. 2, DECEMBER, 1862. VOL. II.

LECTURE ON THE PHILOSOPHICAL PRINCIPLES OF NATURAL
RELIGION, BY PROFESSOR YOUNG.

[The following Lecture was delivered by Professor Young, at the opening of
the Session in October, It is published in accordance with the request of
several ministers of the church.—Eprros.}

GexTLENEN,—As the subject of lecture which has been announced, the
philosophical principles of natural religion, may, perhaps, be thought ambi-
guous, I may explain that the special question to be brought before you is:
does unassisted reason warrant the assertion of the being and moral perfection
of God? The subject is extensive, and I must only occupy a short space of
your time; I will therefore dispense with preliminary remarks, and at once
address myself to the main enquiry.

Leaving aside in the meantime the question of the Divine perfection, and
limiting ourselv.s to the question of the existence of an intelligent Creator,—
all the possible arguments to prove the affirmative can be reduced, according
to Kant, to threc; which may be described, not exactly in Kant’s phraseology,
a3 the argument from the contingency of the world, the argument from final
causes, and the argument from our subjective conception of God. * Besides
these arguments,” says Kant—and my impression is that he is right in his
Jjudgment—*‘there are, and can be, no others.” The first, from the contin-
gency of the world, contemplates the world simply as a world,—of what sort
is immaterial. Taking no account of the general plan or special adaptations
of the cosmical system; disregarding all considerations of order, harmony,
and beauty ; it seeks, from the bare datum of nature as a reality, to infer a
self-existent necessary Being. The second, from final causes, proceeds upon
the view of the world as such a world—one, namely, full of order and beauty;
and the inference is, that these features have not been the offspring of chance,
but that the system which presents them must have had an intelligent author.
The last, from the conception which we have of God, or of the Perfect Being,
seeks to deduce the objective existence of God from our thinking. All these
arguments are valuable; the last specially and preeminently so, yet I wish it
to be clearly understood, that I do not regard them as by any means demon-
strative of the being of God. They are fitted to produce a legitimate convic-
tion—I go so far as to think, an absolutely valid conviction—of the great truth
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which they are employed to establish; but not as logical processes. Let us
look at them in succession, and mark, as rapidly as possible, the weakness
inhcrent in them as logical processes. This would indeed, had I nothing

ulterior in view, be an ungrateful task; but the brief criticism I am to give
is intended to lead up to, and terminate in, a statement of what seems to me

the proper way of treating the subject.

1 notice, first, the argumentum a contingentia mundi, wiich, from the bare
datum of nature as a reality, infers o sclfexistent necessary Being, If any
thing exists (I give the syllogisin in the words of Kant), & necessary Being
must exist. Now I atleast exist. Consequently there exists a necessary
Being. The only difficulty hero lies in the Major Premiss, which itself needs
proof. The proof given for it is, in substance, as follows: On the hypothesis
that something exists, it must, i’ contingent, have bad & cause; if that cause
be contingent, it also must have had a cause ; and so on, till the series of con-
tingent causes runs out, when we arrive at a great First cause, seif-existent and
necessary.—DBut (the sceptic will say) must the series of contingent causes run
out? Why may it not go on ad infinitum ? Impossible (you exclaim). Yes,
but the question is, why impossible? For my own part, I am satisfied that
such a thing is impossible, but simply because I believe that the universe was
created. T know of no law of the mind rendering it imperative on me to deny
the possibility of an infinite series of causes, except in view of the truth con-
sidered as already established, that, in the beginning God created the heavens
and the carth. Instead therefore of inferring the existence of a Supreme
Creator from the impossibility of an infinitc series of contingent causes, 1
would rather be disposed to look upon the Iatter doctrine as a corollery from
the former. At all events, any person who can be supposed to need proof of
the Divine existence, may be equally supposed to need proof of the assertion
that a chain of contingent causes can have only a finite number of links. As
an instance in point: the late Professor Baden Powell, one of the authors of
the well known * Essays and Reviews,"” indicates, in his contribution to that
work, his opinion, that the universe has existed during all past time under
necessary laws of physical causation, beyond which he suggests, rather than
expressly affirms, that there is no God. Now, suppose that you undertake to
give a logical refutation of this form of Atheism; and that, in the course of
your reasoning, you lay down as sclf-evident the principle that there cannot be
an infinite series of contingent causes; whatis this but to assert, without
proof, and as self-cvident, the impossibility of the very thing which your oppo-
nent holils, and which it is the object of your argument to disprove? In this
way, of course, you succeed in refuting the Atheist; but you do so simply by
averring that he is in the wrong.

But suppose the syllogism quoted from Kant to be admiited: what then?
A necessary Being exists.  This is only a small part of the doctrine of Chris-
tien Theism. Pantheists believe that an absolutely necessary being exists;
and they call this Being too by the sacred name of God-—though their Ged is
not outs—not the Author of the universe, nor even distinct from the universe,
but merely’the complement of actual existence. The whole line of reasoning
followed in the argitmentum @ contingentia mundi is compatible with the idea
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that neture is God. For, recall the steps by which the reasoning proceeds.
Something exists ; for I, at least, do. Now, on the hypothesis that something
exists, it must, if contingent, have had & cause; and soon. [f contingent.
But is any thing contingent? This essential question lies wholly outside of
the argument now under consideration. To assume that the unizverse is con-
tingent, is plainly illegitimate—that is, if the existence of a Divine Creator
requires to be logically proved; for, the subtlest form of Atheism, the only
form indeed yhich has sufiicient plausibility to give it importarce, is precisely
that which teaches that nothing is contingent, bvt that all so-called contingent
existences are phenomena of the One necessary AlL

This brings me to tho sccond argument—that from final causes, or from the
general plan and special adaptations of the cosmical system. Some state the
argument a3 follows: whatever indicates design is tho work of a designer (this
is laid down by Dr. Reid as a first principle of necessary truth) ; but the
universe indicates design; therefore it is the work of an intelligent cause.
This is cvidently quite unsatisfactory ; for the Major Premiss, Dr. Reid's first
principle of necessary t uth, is & mere truism. The veriest sceptic would
admit that whatever indicates design implics a designer—the word design
meaning nothing ¢lse than what is in the mind of a designer. If the argu-
ment be made to start from such a Major Premiss~—an irrefragable, because an
identical, propesition—the sceptic challenges the Minor. For what (he says)
is the assumption, that the universe exhibits marks of design, in other words,
cxhibits marks indicating that it is tho work of a designing cause, but the
whole thing at issue ? Some writers, seeing this, have construsted the syllo-
gism more judiciously ; laying it down as their Major Premiss, that, when we
observe objects disposed in the manner which we deseribe by the term order,
an intelligent Author of the arrangement is suggested to the mind. Thisis a
true, and unspeakably important proposition. Its full significance we shall
afterwards have to investigate. But meanwhile, looking at it as tho Major
Premiss of an argument, it seems plain that the argument so constructed does
not possess any force of logical demonstration. It is sufficient to remark the
three following particulars. In the first place, granting that an intelligent
Author of the universe is suggested to the mind in the manner alleged, sug-
gestion is not proof. [T the sccond place, the conclusion deduced, if viewed
as reached by logical inference, cannot be held to bo absolutely certain, Order
is 2 matter of degree. No one wiil deny that some measure of order might be
brought about by unintelligent instruments ; a degree somewhat greater is
less likely to have so originated ; and, as the order still continues to increase, the
idea of its having been produced otherwise than by an intelligent agent soon
becomes so utterly unlikely as to be, in foct, unbelievable, Yet, even when
probability is indefinitely heightened, it never grows into certainty. IHence
the argument under review concludes nothing with certainty. Let no one say
that this is ncedless refinement. The distinction between what is only con-
ceived as immensely probable, and what is known as absolutely certain, is one
of the most vital in philosophy ; and no where is it of more proper or obvious
application than in the case before us. In the third place—what is the most
fatal weakness of all—the argument, regarded simply in a logical point of view,
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does not touch the notion of creation. It merely concludes that the materials
of which the universe is composed must have been arranged by intelligence :
which no more implies that god created the universe, than the circumstance
of a watchmaker having arranged tho parts of a watch implies that he created
them.

Here let us for an instant pause, and take note of our position, We have
scen, that could & person be supposed seriously to hold the position of an
Atheist, it is impessible, proceeding upon a view of the world, either asa world
simply, or as such a world in particular, to dislodge him from it by logical pro-
cess. But you will observo that I have not den%cd that the universe bears
testimony to its Author. I have not denicd that the lesson of the Divino ex-
istence may be learned from the fact alone even of the existence of the universe,
Still less have I denicd that the arrangements of the universe, its marvellous
beauty, its endless and pesfect harmonies, have power to elevate us beyond
themselves to Him who produced them, 1 believe, on the contrary, that the
existence of & Creator is hymned forth by cvery object in heaven above, and
in the carth beneath, and in the waters under the earth—and hymned forth in
such 2 manner as to convey to intelligent creatures a legitimate conviction of
tho truth that God exists. Only fhe hymn 13 not a syllogism. Betwcen na-
ture and tho Divine existence there is no logical conncction. What nature
does, whether considered in its bare reality, or in its marks of design, is
simply (as we found tho argument from final causes affirming) to stimulate
the conception of its Author in the wind—to wake the soul, too apt to slum.
ber on in heavy forgetfulness of an ever-present God, to the thought and con-
viction of his presonce. I do not understand, that, at bottom, I differ much,
if at all, from those Christian apoiogists who are accustorned to present that
argument, as well as the argument from the contingency of the world, in full
bristling syllogistic array. The only difference, if difference there be, is this:
agrecing with them in the weighty positions which they begin by laying down
—as, for instance, the position now before us, that, when objects aro observed
disposed in an orderly manner, an intelligent cause is suggested to the mind—
I cannot admit the success of their ¢ndeavours to proceed logieally beyond
such Premises. 'We can proceed further, as I shall presently attempt to illus-
trate; but it must be reflectively, not logically.

The true function of nature, in respect of the question of the Divine ~xist-
ence, being what I have described, you will sce why I assigned the place of
eminence, among all the arguments for the being of God, to the third—that
from the conception of God in the mind. T%e others «re merely its forerun-
ners. Al that they accomplish is effected through means of the conception of
God which they arouse. I?ow the universe awakens the conception of God is
& question which need not now be discussed. Enough that it docs so, or is
fitted to do so, and that not exclusively, nor even in a special degree, to men
of science; for, though it is proper that Science, here as elsewhere, should
consecrate her acquisitions to Religion, it does not after all need high scien-
tific caltare, nor a library of painful treatises, to satisfy us that the world is
full of order and beauty. We see it at a glance, though we may be neither
astronomers nor botanists, in every golden fire that frets the vault above us,
and in every veined and tinted leaf which the winds of autumn scatter at our
feot.

The Cartesian argument for the being of God, in which the value of the con-
ception of God, inspired in the mind through the contempiation of the universe
or 1n any other manner, is sought to be determined, is called after the namo of
the illustrious father of modern philosophy, because it was first regularly de-
veloped by him—though. as Leibnitz remarked, its germs had previously been
thrown out by Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury. It was afterwards ad-
vanced in & very inferior fu m by Dr. Samuel Olarke, tho friend of Sir Isaac
Newton, in his discourse concerning the being and attributes of God. This
argument, whose two great steps are, that the conception of The Perfect Being
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is in the mind, and that our conception implies the actual existence of the
Being conceived, I adopt, as involving every thing essential on the subject to
which it relates ; only claiming to be allowed, in the firat place, to dismiss the
notion of its being an argument, in the strict sense of that term, and secondly,
to interpret and develop it in my own manner. Its weakness as an argument
is sufficicntly apparent. For, granting that the conception of the Perfect Being
is in the mind, what aro the logical forms by which we pass to the conclusion
that a Being corresponding to the conception exists? A necessary conncction
between what wo think, and what really is, though it may subsist, assurcdly
cannot be proved. I believe that such connection docs in every case subsist}
but I belicve also, that, in the case before us, we are assured of this only in
actually knowing God ; so that it is incompetent to use the fact of the connec-
tion as the Premiss of an argument intended to remove doubts regarding the
existence of God. .

Lest any student hearing me should fancy that the circumstance of our hay-
ing found Logic to be quitc unfitted (its last arrow 1 .ing now spent) to estab-
lish the being of God, brings the doctrine of the Divine existence under sus-
picion; and ag silly persons are sometimes met with, who insist upon having
proof for every thing, and who contend that you are not entitled to affirm as
certain what you admit yourself unable to prove; I think it proper to remark
that no real fact admits of being proved ; so that the insufficiency which has
been discovered to be inherent in the arguments we have had under discussion,
is no more than might have been predicted beforchand, I distinguish between
real facts, and abstract truths like those of geometry. The pro%ositions of ge-
ometry can be demonstrated ; that is, the conclusions which Euclid crowns
with his triumphant symbols Q. E. D. can be shown to be absolutely certain,
supposing the definitions, postulates, and axioms to be accepted. But when
you pass to_specific matters of fact, logical demonstration, from the nature of
the case, fails; for Logic, as the science of the laws of the forms of thought,
merely scrves to shew that such or such notions are in harmony with, or con-
tradiztion to, given notions. The profoundest thinkers, therefore, have been
unable to prove the existence of a Divine Creator, just because that truth lies
beyond the range of logical proof.

In what sense then (it will be said) do I attach value to the Cartesian argu-
ment? Before answerirg this, I must ask you .0 consider what philoso; 1y is
competent, in a question of real existence, to do. Take, for instance, the
question of my own existence. I cannot prove that I exist; bat I can philo-
sophically assert the fact as one immediately known, and I can point out in
what circumstances the knowledge is real.zed. So in the case before us. God
can be immediately known by his intelligent creatures—(such at least is the
opinion which I humbly and reverently ¢ntertain)—and an exposition can be
given of the circumstances and manuner .1 which the knowledge is realized.
And (to answer now the question which was put) I value the Cartesian argu-
ment as furnishing in substance the exposition required. As an argument to
prove a fact conceived to lic beyond the range of our immediate knowledge, it
is worthless; but let its propositions, instead of being considered steps in a
logical process, be viewed as expositions of the manner and circumstances in
which God is known by the mind, and I am mistaken if it be not found to
contain the solution of our problem. DesCartes may not have put his case
exactly in the form which I think the best; in particular, I demur to the hor-
rid Procrustean syllogistic arrangements into which he has tortured his
thoughts ; but when I'attend to the theughts themselves, he seems to me like
& musician tonching the very keys of the truth.

I assume that we have the conception of the Perfect Being in the mind—to
be more precise, that we have the conception of a self-existent holy God, the
Creator of the universe. And, if you please, observe here that I have passed
beyond the fact of the existence of an intelligent Creator, and have again
brought into view what was referred to in the opening part of thie lecture, but
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was nllowed for o timo to fall out of right—tho moral attributes of God.
For, the Cartesian argument is of no narrow and limited reach. Deducing the
objective existenco of God from tho conception of God in cur minds, it infors
that God is a sclf-existent necessary Being, becauso necessary solf-existonco is
& part of our conception of God; it infers that God created the universe, be-
cause the notion of Creator enters into our conception of Him ; and (I add) it
infers that ho is & perfectly holy Being, because moral perfoction is an clement
in our conception of Him.

That we have the conception of the Perfect Being, such as has been deseri-
bed, T must, without even an attempt at illustration, agsume. The point is an
oxtremely interesting one; but as I must study brevity, and as this is tho sto
in regard to which iy hearers aro least likely to feel difficulty, I do not dwell
upon it. Let it bo conceded that the conception is in the mind. Our task
then is, to examine the conception, and to discover what clements of real ox-
istence it involves.

it is a common opinion that all our thoughts—using that term in tho widest
sense, to include sonsations, representations of objects in the phantasy, abstract
conceptions, moral convictions, and the like—are raodes of the mind, pure and
gimple ; in other words, any given thought is held to be nothing but the mind
itself in a particular state—no existing object but the mind itself being involved
in tho thought, as & constituent factor, or indispensablo clement, thereof. Now,
8o far is this from being true, that, with moe it i3 a principle past question, that
there never is a thought in the mind which is purely a subjectivo modo. Take
the case of perception through the senses; and suppose you say that tho per-
coption of an external world is a pure subjective mode. The scoptic st onco is
down upon you. A purcly subjective mode (he insists), a mero state of the
mind, a state in which the mind might conceivably have been though a material
world had never existed, cannot be & proper ground for asserting the existence
of a material world. This * cavil,” as some will call it—this * play of reason-
ing,” as Dr. Brown does call it—is both legitimate and unanswerable.  Of course
we laugh at the scoptic who scruples to admit a material world; and our
laughter is legitimate, for it is merely the confident hilarous expression of our
knowledge. But this shews that the doctrine which makes our sense percep-
tions to be pure modes of the peicipient mind cannot be true. If we are to
continue to laugh, we must ckange our base (as they say now-a-days), and take
the position, that perception involves two factors 'in one indivisible relation,
namely, Self on the one hand, and Not-self on the other. In like manner, if
the conception of a supreme Creator were (as it ic too apt to bo considered) a

ure subjective mode, it would be hopeless to attempt founding a doctrine of
g‘hcism onit. As aninstance in point, consider the position of Kant. Qur
notion of God is (he holds) simply regulative; that is, it is altogether an ex-
pression, after a certain manner, of the nature of tho Ego; and hence he infers
that wo are not warranted, from this notion, to assert that a Divine Being actu-
ally exists. Christian writers have stigmatized this doctrine as it descrves;
but I am not aware that any one has ever struck his dart through the heart of
what is (in my judgment) its primary falschood, namely, tho idea that the
conception of God is purely subjective. Did I accept this dogma, I should feel
myself shut up to Kant’s conclusion; and just because my whole nature, in-
tellectual and moral, revolts against the conclusion, I reject the dogma that
leads to it. With Plato, I hold, gencrally, that all conception ie the knowledge
of a present reality ; and specially, that our conception of God 18 the know-
ledge of a present God. God, * the glorious attributes of his nature, is not
far from cvery one of us. Wo are, as a matter of fact, at every moment in the
most intimate relation to Him, so that it is not impossible that He should be
immediately apprehended by us. And why should it be decmed incredible~—
incredible that the relation which subsists betwixt God and His intelligent
creatures should make itself felt?  Under the very same species of compulsion
which obliges mo to regard the perception of a material world as the mind in
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conscious relation to the material world, I fecl myself obliged to regard the
conception of God as the mind in conscious relation to God, and not a baro
circumstance of my own thinking, a i ode of Self which might conceivably
have existed even had there (as the fool hath said in his heart) been no God.

1 hope, after our previous discussions, thet no one will ask me to prove the
doctrine which I am delivering. Proof has been proved—I am half afraid ad
nauseam—to be impossible. Al that can bo douo is to set the doctrine forth
in such a manner, that, if it be true, the mind which seriously reflects upon
it, may become convinced of its truth. With this object in view, I ask you to
consider at your lcisure, more carcfully than can be done during the delivery
of a lecture, the principle on which a good deal of what I have been saying
procecds—that we could not be absolutely certain of the existence of any ob-
jeet, unless it were in direct manifestation to the mind. If not in dircet rela-
tion to the mind, the object might be hypothesized—it might be sct down as
probable in this or that degree—it might be set down as probable in so high a
degree, beyond the power of language or numbers to express, as to be, for all
the practical purposes of ordinary life, certain; but it could not be felt to bo
certain, in the strict sense of the term.  The mind is certain (in the strict sensc)
only of what itis actually apprehending—in other words, of what forms a
constituent clement, or necessary factor, of its conscjousness. Of this meta-
physical maxim, 1 have not the shadow of a doubt. Suppose that you are, or
that, on careful reflection you become, satisfied of it too. hat then? Either
we are capable of immediately knowing God: in which case His existence is
absolutely certified to us; or we cannot bo absolutely certain of His existence
atall.  Well (the Atheist will reply), I adopt the latter alternative.—It may be
so (I answer); but that is what }y cannot do.~—~You are reasoning in a circle
(methinks some sharp logician interposes); for you take your certainty of the
Divine existence as a proof of the assertion that the conception of God involves
the actual relation of God to the mind ; whileat the samo time you derive your
assurance of the Divine existenco from the existence of the conception, viewed
as involving the actual relation of God to the mind. A manifest circle !'—Nay,
friend; I am rt reasoning in a circle, for I am not reasoning atall. I am
merely secking reflectively to interpret my consciousness. I find within me 3
conception of the Perfect Being. I seck to render an account of it to myself.
The conception is such as to impress me, from its intrinsic nature, with a feel-
ing of its validity ; just as the thought of my own existence is such as to im-
press me, from its intrinsic nature, with a feeling of its validity. Now (I go
on, not to argue, but to reflect) absolute validity cannot possibly belung to the
conception, unless the conception imply a direct knowledge of God. And so
I come (not inferentially, but reflectively) to rest in the conclusion that my con-
cepticn does imply the direct knowledge of (od, and is to me an absolute
assurance of the fact—just as my thought of myself, implying the knowledge
of myself; is an assurance of my own cxistence.

_ But what could be said, were an Atheist to take the position of denying the
views which have been expressed? I answer: what ean be said when a Pyrr-
honist takes the position of denying the existence of a material world? In
neither case is argument possible; in both cases an appeal can be made, fitted
to arouse the mind to that action in which iv ,hall apprehend the truth. You
can call upon the Pyrrhonist to open his eyes and look upon nature. You can
blow a trumpet in his cars. You can knock his head against & wall. Perhaps
thus you will bring him to his senses. If not, you can de nothing more. So
with the Athcist. ~You can point him to the heavens which declare the glory
of God, and to the firmament which sheweth His handiwork. You can bid
him listen, ag day unto day uttercth speech and night unto night teacheth
knowledge. You can call upon him 0 mark how fearfully and wonderfully
the members of his own body have been fashioned. You can ask him, as his
spirit dances in the conteraplation of the ever-changing numberleys laughter of
the happy billows on & sunlit summer sea—whence al} this beauty and delight ?
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You can whisper to him, as the thunder-cloud is bursting overhead: ‘*Ile
looketh on the carth and it trembleth ; e toucheth tho hills, and they smoke.”
Who scads the springs into tho valleys, which run among the hills? Who
causes the grass to grow for cattle, and herb for the service of man? Who
has clothed the neck of the war horse with thunder, made leviathan to sport in
his deeps, tuned the linnet’s throat, and given power to the wing of the cagle?
Thus you can frame your appeal. Still further, you can send the man with
whom you are dealing in o the chambers of his own soul.  Does he never, it
may be in the silent watches of the night, fecl himself alone with vod? Doces
no consciousness cver come home to him of his dependence on a Higher Power?
Is he really in earnest in supposing that his existence is uncauscd ? that thero
is not a Creator in whom }hc lives and moves and has his being? Does he
never, in reflecting upon his life, awake to the conviction that heis under the
moral government of a Being who is absolutely holy, and who will render ‘o
every one according to his deeds? By such questionings and representations
you may endeavour to stir the Atheist’s soul to the apprehension of God; but
if you fail, if his intellectual and moral energies still continue dormant, he must
be feft te his delusions.

Here I might let the matter rest.  And indeed T am conscious that the points
to which I am about to refer cannot be discussed in detail to any gnod purpose
before a mixed audience—cannot be satisfactorily discussed at a.., except on
the basis, and as the ultimate results, of a complete system of metaphysics.
Hence [ shall not inflict a discussion of them upon you; yet, as you will na-
turally expect me to be somewhat more explicit regarding the notions of
creation and of moral perfection involved in our conception of the Perfect
Being, I willendeavour to state—merely to state, and that as briefly as possible—
the conclusions on these very difficult topics, in which, after the most carnest
thought, 1 find myseclfresting. A single word of caution ere I proceed. Should
the views which I am about to express be incorrect. the general doctrine that
has been delivered will not thereby in the least degree be affected ; except
thus far—that it will be seen to be a doctrine which 7 am unable to work
out. On these, as on the more special doctrines of revelation, may the Spirit
of truth guide us into all truth.

The doctrine of Creation held by the modern Scottish (the ITamiltonian)
school, is, that it is impossible positively to conceive creation, and thereforo
impossible, by any direct act of the mind, to realise the belief of it. I do not
mean to deny that Sir William Hami'ton denied creation—though his language
on the subject is strange, and (as the utterance of a believer in the Bible) hard
to be understood ; but he certainly held that we cannot positively think or
believe creation.  Whatever thought or conviction of it we have, is negative :
which is just saying, in plain language, that we have no real thought or con-
viction of it at all. Now, adopting the Cartesian argument, I of course reject
this doctrine—as indeed T reject the whole Hamiltonian system, root and
branch. [ think that I find, among the positive conceptions which my mind
has in its possession, one to which no adequate interpretation can be given,
except such as makes it to be the revelation of what is substantially an exer-
cise of creative encrgy on the part of the Most High—I mean the conception
of canse. Hamilton denies that we have any positive conception of cause.
The notion (he would have us believe) is merely a negative impotency of the
mind te think any addition being made to the sum of cxistence in the universe.
According to this view, the notion of cause would take account simply of
quantity of existence. This is assuredly not a correct statement of my notion
of cause  When I speak of the power or efficient energy by the forthgoing of
which something is caused, I am doing more than looking at, and comparing,
the mere quantum of existence in the universe at two difterent periods.  As-
suming that the mind has a positive conception of cause, I observe, next, that
the conception is realised in connection with the thought of change. We ne-
cessarily think change as due to a cause; in other words, as brought about by
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power.  Still further, the only change of which we ever are directly conscious
is o change in tho system of being of which we ourselves form a part.  We
cannot, for instance, bo conscious of a change in the state of the celestial
bodies, to which we are not 1 immediate relation.  We are conscious, while
we contemplate the motions of objects in the celestial spaces, of a change in
oursclves, and in the system of material existence to which we stand proxi-
mately related.  Our consciousness cannot possibly be severed from oursclves.
These explanations having been made, I add that the conviction we at any
moment have that the change of which wo are conscious is being coused, or
brought about by power, is nothing clse, in my humble opinion, than our im-
mediate apprehension of the Supremo Power, to which we, in tho relation we
bear to the material world, owe our continued existence from moment to mo-
ment. Some people talk of physical causcs. The carth, by its attraction,
draws bodies towards it ; and so forth. This is a mere vulgar figment, unsup-
ported by a single consideration worth looking at. But, at any rate, if the
Christian doctrine, which we all believe, be true, physical causes—granting
them to exist—could not furnish the entire explanation of our conception of
cause. For, cause is thought not mercly as that without which the effect could
not be produced, but as that which is sufficient to produce the effect. Now,
no Christian believes that physical causes—admitting for a moment these purely
imaginary agencies—are sufficient to account for the changes of which we ave
conscious, apart from what Des Cartes terms the *‘ concursus et cooperantia
Dei"—the concurring power of the Almighty. Hence our notion of cause must
involve an apprehension of the great First Cause—an apprehension, that is, of
the actual present sustaining power of God. And what is the act of sustaining
the world from moment to moment, but substantially a continued act of
creation?

Passing to the other point, our conception of God as a Being of moral per-
fection—I would, first, lay down the principle, that thereis an essential, eternal,
immutable distinction between right and wrong.,  Next, there must be some
real ground for the distinction. And what is this? The ground or basis of
a necessary and eternal distinction r.ast itself be necessary and cternal ; and
hence, since there exists only onc necessary and eternal Being, the ground of
the distinction between right and wrong must be found in the aature of God.
Still further, I possess a faculty, Conscience, by which I am capable of appre-
hendlng the distinction betsween right and wrong. The cxercise of this faculty
is accompanicd (to use the technical expression) with the feeling of necessity 3
that is, I cannot resist the thought that right and wrong differ essentially. I
can never think them confounded. For example, I can never think malico
otherwise than as wrong; I cannot possibly conceive it becoming, in conse-
quence of the mere command of any Being, or under any circumstances or
conditions, a duty. Now here comes the knot of the problem ? Does my con-
ception of the abselute and unchanging distinction between right and wrong
possess validity ?  Of course, all moralists who deserve the name answer in the
affirmative ; and they plead that an irresistible belief in the objective validity
of our coneeption of right, is, in fact, onc of tho features of the conception. T
accept this plea, but with one vast and important departure from the ordinary
theory. Our moral conceptions are ordinarily regarded as pure subjeetive
modes, states of the mind not necessarily involving any real existence beyond
the mind itself.  On this theory, the doctrine just referred to, which finas in
the intrinsic character of our moral thinking a guarantec of theobjective validit
of the conception of right, appears to be utterly inadmissible.  Did I hold su
a view, I should feel that the sceptic had me at his mercy. For, assuming the
thought of right and wrong to be purely subjective—the sceptic asks : how can
a purely subjective mode guarantee an objective reality ?  Itis vain tourge—on
such premises—that’a persuasion of the objective validity of the conception is
a feature of the conception ; for, by hypothesis, this persuasion is still subjec-
tive. 1t is equally vain to urge, with Sir William Hamilton, that God could



38 THE HOME AND FOREIGN RECORD OF

never have intended to deceive hug creatures, nor framed them so as to be the
victims of delusion ; for, at this stage, while we are still enquiring whether the
distinction which we think between right and wrong has any reality, we cannot
be supposed to know anything respecting the Divino character, nor can we be
cntitled to assume that deccption is worse than truth. What view, then is to
be taken of the conception of right, and how can the sceptical cavil, which has
just been referred to, bo evaded? Without dogmatism, in {f'rcat humility,
stretching out lame hands for the truth, and groping if haply I may feel after
and find it, I suggest the following answer. May not our conception of the right-
ness or wrongness of what we are doing—in other words, of the moral state in
which we are—be just the state of mind revealing itself as in accordance with,
or in antagonism to, the natureof God? The nature of God is (as was explained
abovc? the sole ground or basis of the reality of right. Right, therefore, is
apprehended by us in its reality, only in so far &s a manifestation of thenature
of God is made to us. Since the creature cannot exist except in most intimate
relation to the Creator, it is not impossible, and why (to repeat, muztatis mutandis,
the question which I put in regard to the power by which we are sustained)—
why should it be deemed fncredible, that we should at each and every moment be
capable of realising the absolute and unchanging purity of God, set over against,
and in relation to, the moral movements of our own nature ?

If the view [now stated be correct, and the doctrine formerly delivered
regarding the conception of cause be also admitted, it will be seen how
Intellectual science and Ethical science together furnish the necessary founda.
tions for a system of natural religion—and (I might add) for that of revealed
religion too. AM religion supposes the existence of a Divine Being, possessed
of moral attributes, in conformity to whom our perfection consists. Now,
with respect to the existence of God—if this were not infallibly certified to us
by philosophy, it could not be certified to us atall.  Revelation even could not
certify it to us; because the possibility of revelation, and therefore the possibility
of proving the Bible to be a revelation, proceeds upon the assumption that the
question of the Divine existenceis already settled. In like manaer, if philosophy
did not infallibly assure us of the mors! attributes of God, and of the obligation
under which we lic to be conformed to the Divine nature, revelation could not
supplement its deficiency ; for, a revelation, were its claims to be from God
fully established, could not be felt to have authority, unless the perfection of
the Being from it emanates were aiready ascertained.  Now how does philosophy
fulfil the very high functions which thus fall toit.  In the following manner:—
and with this sentence, summing up the whole, I conclude. Intellectual science
teaches, that, in the universal and necessary conception of cause, we have a
direct manifestation of God in the exercise of his Almighty sustaining (virtually,
creating) power ; and Ethical science teaches, that, in our moral conceptions,
properly interpreted, we have a direct manifestation of God in the glory of his
eternal and unchangeable moral excellence.

ofticial Notices.

As has been intimated by circular addressed to the ministers of the church,
the Moderator has altered the Day of Thanksgiving from the third Tuesday of
November to the first Thursday of December, the day named by Government
as a day of public tharksgiving. The 3Moderator dirccts attention to the con-
dition of the operatives in the cotton manufacturing districts of Britain, recom-
mending the thanksgiving day as a suitable day for taking up collections for
their relief, where this has not been done previously.

As a community we have abundant cause of thanksgiving for the mercies
which we enjoy ; and of humiliation, too, on account of our unworthiness.
May God pour out His Spirit upon us, and grant us in abundance not only
temporal comforts, but rich spiritual blessings !
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Fhome Zcclesinatical Yutelligence.

Fuva Cextee, &c.—The Rev. R. Renwick has received and accepted a call
from Elma and associated stations in the Presbytery of Stratford.

Ecciy, Scotnaxp.—The congregation of the Free High Church have, we
understand, given & unanimous call to Rev. A. Topp, who was formerly their
pastor.  Mr. Topp's labours have been very successful in Toronto, and it will
be matter of deep regret if he should leave his preseat congregation.

Yorx Mirrs, &.—The congregations of York Mills and Fisherville have
resolved to call the Rev. N. Paterson.

St. Tuomas.—The Rev. G. Cuthbertson has received a call from the congre-
gation of St. Thomas.

Sovtnantrox,—The Rev. A. Tolmie has been translated from Innerkip to
Southamptor (first) and South Arran.

Daruovsre.—The Rev, Walter Scott was inducted at Dalhousic on Thursday,
13th ult.  The Rev. J. B. Duncan preached, and addressed the minister. The
Rev. W. Aitken, of Smith’s Falls, addressed the people.

Porr Hore.—The call of the Port Hope congregation to Rev. J. McMechan
has been unsuccessful.  Mr. McMechan continues at Berlin,

Acrox.—The Rev. L. Cameron has been ordained and inducted as pastor of
the congregation at Acton,

Oaxvitie.—The Rev. P. Constantinides has declined the call of the Oakrille
congregation.
. Wesr Essa, &e.—The Rev. J. K. Hislop was, on the 18th ult., ordained and
inducted as pastor of the congregations of West Essa, &c.  The Rev. J. Milligan
preached and presided. Messrs. Wightman and Fraser addressed the minister
and congregation respectively.

Perer—Warsworti.—We have hitherto omitted to state that the founda-
tion of a new church was lately laid at Warkworth, Percy, C.W., by the Rev.
Thomas Alexander, in presence of tho congregation and many others assembled
on the oceasion.  Besides religious services, an address on the p inciples of the
Preshyterian Church was delivered. The plan was furnished by Mr. Burnett,
of Cobourg, The building is to be 56 by 36, with a spire 95 feet high. Ttis
to be finished within twelve months.

Arexavoria.—The Presbyterians at Alexandria, C.W., and vicinity, are
crecting a church which, when completed, will, it is hoped, be a great blessing
to the neighborhood. A bazaar was lately held for the purpose of assisting the
undertaking. A committee of ladies, consisting of Mrs. A. M. McKenzie, Miss
Robinson, Mrs. J. Simpson, Miss Wilson, Miss E. Simpson and Miss McPherson,
superintended the arrangements. The results were highly satisfactory.
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Asnpery.—Mr. W, Heron, sen., has, for the last fourteen years, superintended
a Sabbath school at Ashburn. The young ladies conneeted with the congre-
gation lately presented him with an eclegant casy chair, as a mark of their
appreciation of his valuable and unremitting services.

EcyoxpvinLe.~—We are requested to correct an error in the amount which,
the printed minutes, appears to have been paid to Rev. W. Graham, as stipend
for last year. Instead of $393.79 it should have been $593.79. We presume
it has been a typographical error.

REVIVAL MOVEMENT IN HAMILTON, C. W.

For some wecks an extensive revival movement has been going on in
Hamilton. The meetings have been conducted chiefly by the Rev. Nr.
Hammond, whose name is well known in connexion with religious awakenings
in Britain. Mr. JTammond has, however, been aided by the Presbyterian
ministers of the city, as well as by most of the other evangelical ministers.
The mosement has largely extended itself among the children and young
people.  We understand that many, both among tbe young and among those
of more mature years, have been brought to the knowledge and experience of
salvation. We trust that the shower may cxtend to other parts, yea, to cvery
part of our province, and that there may be a time of refreshing from the
presence of the Lord.  Mr. ITainmond, we understand, proceeds to London, C.W.

KNOX COLLEGE—MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

The Annual Mecting of the Missionary Society of Knox College was held
within the Divinity Ilall, on November 6th, when the following office-bearers
were clected for the ensuing year :—

DPresident: Mr. Thomson. Vice-President: Mr. J. M. Gibson.  Corres-
ponding Secretary: Mr. D. Duff.  Recording Secretary : Mr. E. Bauld.
Treasurcr ¢ Mr, J. Ferguson. Committee: Messrs. Mitchell, Gracy, Young,
McQuarrie and Moore. Auditors : Messrs. Thom and McColl.

OPENING OF NEW CHURCH AT BURFORD.

The Preshyterian Church at Burford may be said to owe its existence to the
laborious zcal of the Rev. G. Murray, whose hame, as a pioneer in the bush, may
be classed with the names of a Jenkins, a Macdowal, and an Eastman. For
some years a log building reccived the gathering scttlers. At length and after
many delays a new church was reared. It is a neat and commodious place of
worship, capable of containing 800 sitters. It is at present associated with
another church at the distance of ten miles, and both under the charge of the
Rev John Gillespic.  On the morning of Sabbath (November 16th) there was
service in both places ; at Princeton, Dr. Burns, of Knox College, preached at
ten, while Mr. Gillespie did the same duty at Burford ; and the formal opcning
of the latter took place at half-past two p.m., Dr. Burns preaching on the
appropriate words in Isaiah Ixii. 10, “ Laft up a standard for the people.” The
attendance on all the thuee occasions was large and cordial.  The collections
at all the mceetings in connexion with the opening amounted to $109, and thus
the new church commenced its carcer without onc cent of debt. In cvery
view the erection does great credit to all concerned.
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BETHEL CHURCII—PROOF LINE.

On Sabbath 2nd, November 1862, the Canada Presbytcrian Congregation
occupied their new church, when it was set apart for the public worship of
God. The Rev. James Skinner, the pastor, after leading the congregation in
the usual devotional exercises and the reading of the Scriptures, preached the
first scrmon.  The Rev. William Inglis, of Woodstock, followed, and preached
an cxcellent discourse to a large and solemnly attentive audience.  The chureh,
which scats comfortably about 840 persons, and the session room were crowded ;
accommodation was also furnished for others outside. The forcnoon was
pleasant. Mr. Inglis preached also in the evening; but as a severe thunder
and rain storm visited the locality, the audience did not excced one hundred
persons.

On Monday evening a public meeting was held, when, although the weather
and roads were unfavourable, the house was filled. After devotional services,
admirable addresses were delivered on important specified subjects by the
following brethren: Mr. Caven, St. Marys; Mr. Inglis, Woodstock ; Mr. Scott,
New Connexion Methodist Chureh, London Township; Mr. Proudfoot, London ;
Mr. Fletcher, Carlisle; and Mr. Scott, London. Between the addresses some
of the young people sang in good style appropriate anthems.

In the course of the evening the chairman announced that after the liberal
collection the Sabbath and the proceeds of the evening, the debt on the church
would be somewhat under one hundred and fifty dollars. At the close, it was
suggested and most cordially responded to, that now is a favourable time to
cancel the debt.  In a little time one hundred and thirty-six dollars were sub-
scribed and mostly paid. This will liquidate the debt. Throughont, the con-
gregation has been most liberal and unanimous in their efforts. In this last
subscription they were generously aided by friends present from all the neigh-
bouring denominations. This was onc of the spontancous evolutions of
christian feeling, and of the power of the true voluntary principle, which,
when regulated by christian intelligence, are destined to do so much for the
cause of Christ in Canada and throughout all the nations of the earth,

What need we more, but the presence and blessing of the Lord Jesus, that
we may constantly abound more and more in the exercise of every christian
grace; and exemplify to all that we know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for our sakes he became poor, that we through
his poverty might be rich. |

The church is a plain, substantial edifice, of lurable white brick with slated
roof. Its dimensions, exclusive of the porch, are sixty feet by forty, having

“attached a session roomr twenty fect square.  With its furnishings and fences
it will cost abouw thirty-one hundred dollars.—Communisated.

HESPELER—OPENING OF NEW CHURCIL
The efforts of small congregations to obtain decent and comfortable
accommodation for public worship are always worthy of commendation and
encouragement ; and among such efforts, those of the Presbyterian congre-
gation of Iespeler village deserve to be naticed with approbation. This con-



42 THE HOME AND FOREIGN RECORD OF

gregation, since its first organization, has met for worship in a small frame
building, formerly used as a school house. Shortly after the settlement of
their new pastor, the Rev. Mr. McKenzie, in February last, it was resolved to
attempt the crection of a church. Subscription lists were sent round, and a
meeting was called to consider whether the building should be of wood or
stone. So much encouragement was given by the amount subseribed—over
$1,400—that the crection of a stone church was resolved upon. The mason
and carpenter work, including seats, but not pulpit, was Iet by estimate for
$1,826, to be finished in December next.  The building—>535 feet in length, by
40 in breadth—is now nearly finished outside, and it is expected will be ready
for use by New Year. The entrance is surmounted by a square tower, 40 feet
in height, crowned by cight small turrets of white hewn stone. It occupies a
conspicuous position on Cooper Strect, and is seen to advantage from various
points of approach to the village. The site is the free gift to the congregation
of Robert Forbes, Esq., Puslinch, whose liberality, together with that of Jacob
Hespeler, Esq., who handsomely subscribed $200 to the funds, deserves par-
ticular notice, both gentiecmen being unconnccted with the congregation.
While the congregation, numerically small, have credit in erecting a church
which, when properly finished, will be an ornament to the village, it is carn-
cstly hoped they will not be satisfied with it as an object of mere dumb shorw,
but that both minister and people will make it their constant desire and aim,
that from it may radiate an influence for good, that may be decply and per-
manently felt in the village and neighborhood; and this the more especially,
as the opening of the extensive manufacturing cstablishment—now nearly
rcady—will be attended with a considerable influx of inhabitants.— Com.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR 1863.

The Evangelical Alliance have again invited Christians generally to observe a
week of prayer in the beginning of January, 1863. As a ground for this invi-
tation, the Committee refer to the great spiritval blessings enjoyed in connec-
tion with the seasons of prayer in former years. The following topics are
suggested as suitable for a prominent place in the exhortations and interces-
sions in the successive days:

Sunday, Jan. 4. —Sermons on the Dispensation of the Spirit.

Monday, Jan. 5.—Humble Confession of our manifold Sins: Prayer for the
Lord’s blessing on the Services of the week.

Tuesday, Jan. 6.—The Conversion of the Ungodly : especially those of our
own Families and Congregations—Large success to all the means employed
for the Evangelisation of different Classes of the Population, and for checking
every form of vice and immorality.

Wednesday, Jan. 7.—Incrcased Spirituality and Holiness in tho Children of
God—a richer baptism of the Holy Spirit on all Ministers and their fellow-
Iaborers in Christian lands—a blessing upon all Seminarics of sound learning
and religious education—a large increase of devotedness, self-denial and libe-
rality, on the part of the people at large.
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Thursday, Jan, 8.—The Conversion of the Jews—the more extensive and
successful Preaching of the Gospel among the Heathen——the revival of puro
Christianity among the Ancient Churches of the East—the overthrow of every
form of anti-Christian error—the comforting and liberation of them who are in
bonds for the Gospel's sake—the prevalence of peace among oll Nations—a
blessing upon the souls of all Brethren and Sisters engaged in Missionary
labour among Heathen and other unevangelized populations,

Friday, Jan. 9.—The Word of God: The universal recognition of its Divine
inspiration and authority—the power of the Holy Spirit to accompany its
circulation and perusal. The Lord’s Day ! The acknowledgment of its sanc-
tity and obligation—a blessing upon all efforts for promoting its better obser-
vance at Home and on the Continent.

Saturday, Jan., 11.-—Thanksgiving for our numerous Temporal Blessings
and Spiritual Privileges—Prayer for Kings and all in authority-—for all wko
arc suffering from war, or scarcity, or any other affliction, for all sorts and
conditions of Men.

Sunday, Jan. 12.—Sermons : The Church * praying always with all prayer
and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance.”

Greneral Religious yutelligence.

Testivox1aL To Rev. Dr. Cavprisn.— A number of the friends of Dr.
Candlish, Moderator of the General Assembly of the Free Church, and Princi-
pal of the New College, Edinburgh, have lately presented a testimonial to him
of the amount of £5,640, of which sum £5,000 will be invested for behalf of
himself and family. This is intended as an expression of the high personal
esteem of the contributors, and as a recognition of the distinguished services
rendered by Dr. Candlish to the cause of religion and of the Free Church.

Dr. Candlish has been formally inducted as Principal of the New College.

Latrrooixarianisy 15 o Crurcnt of ENcraxp.—Dr. Colenso, the Bishop
of Natal, bas just published a work, going far beyond the Essays and Reviews,
and distinctly repudiating the authenticity of the contents of the five books of
Moses. Scveral papers have published extracts from the volume. It remains
to be seen whether a bishop of the Church can thus with impunity destroy the
faith which he has vowed to protect.

Dearn or Rev. Dr. Joanstox or Tuiiruisa.—The death of this highly
respected minister of the Irish Presbyterian Church took place lately in Belfast.
Dr. Johnston was known as one of the first who engaged in open-air preaching
with the view of reaching the masses. He was also an ardent supporter of
Bible Socicties, Sabbath Schools and othier similar institntions.

. Porisw Viotexce 15 Grear Britawv.—-Popery has recently been seeking
by violence to prevent Protestants from freely expressing their sentiments.
At Beifast, London, Birkenhead, and other places, the greatest violence has
been used by Popish mobs. This course appears to have been encouraged,
rather than discouraged, by their ecclesiastical leaders.

CoxTiscep Persecrrion 1v Spatv.—The Supreme Court in Madrid has
confirmed the sentence of the Tribunal of Grenada in the case of Manuell
Matamoros, and Jose Athama Teva. The former Lad been sentenced to cight,
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and the other to nine years' imprisonment.  They are, in addition, interdicted
from all political rights and officrs, and condemned to pay a quarter of the
expenses.

Uxiren PrespyreriaN Coonco—Rev. Dr. King.—The Rev. Dr. King has
resigned the pastoral charge of Greyfriars’ congregation, {ilasgow, in conse-
quence of being called by .he United Presbyterian congregation, in Bayswater,
J.ondon.

Tue Axericax STReGGLE As VIEWED IN Britaiy.—There have been discus-
sions recently, on the subject of the American War, at the mecting of the
Congregational Union, in England, and at a mecting of the British Branch of
the Evangelical Alliance. At the former meeting it was resolved, after consid-
erable discussion: ‘*That this Union deplores the American War, expresses
sympathy with their suffering brethren, and fervently prays for the speedy
termination both of Slavery and the War.” The resolutions adopted by the
Evangelical Alliance were more full and explicit. In one of the resolutions
adopted the following Janguage is employed: * Believing that sin is the causc
of God's sore judgments, and that the evils connected with the maintenance of
Slavery in the South, and complicity with those evils in the North, are one
great cause of this visitation, they renew the expression of their earnest prayer
that peace may be restored, that these evils, and all others, which have led to
thosc calamitics, may be removed, and the immense resources and energies of
th?1 Amcr’ican churches be set free to promote the cause of the Gospel of peace
and Jove.

Warpessiax CoLLeceE AT Frorexce.—-The second annual examination took
place in the cnd of September, when seven students passed with credit through
an exazmination extending over three days. There were other four students
who did not come up to the examination. Three of these were ex-priests, and
one a converted Jew.

Rev. 1L McMEeexix.—The Rev. I1. NcMeckin, formerly of Pembroke, and
more recently connected with the Belfast Town Mission, has received a unani-
mous call from the congregation of Mugherahamlet.

Caruiste—Exeraxp.—The foundation of a new church, in connexion with
the English Presbyterian Church, was lately laid by A. M. Dunlop, Esq, M.P.
for Greenock. 'The pastor of the congregation is the Rev. W. McIndoe, formerly
of Waterdown and Wellington Square. A large number of ministers and 2
crowded congregation attended on the occasion. A very able address was
delivered by Mr. Dunlop, in the course of which he pointed out the contrast
in the struggles for liberty in former times in England and Scotland.

Free Pressvrertaxy Crcrem 1v TE Usitep States.—This body, which
separated some years ago from the Old snd New School Presbyterians on
account of Slavery, is likely soon to be absorbed into the New School Presby-
terian Church. One presbytery, that of Ripley, has been received into the
New School Synod of Cincinnati, and it is probable that the other presbyteries
will take the same course.

Favuixe orr v Missionary Coxtripurions.—We learn from the Home and
Foreign Record of the O. S. Presbyterian Church, that the missionary contri-
butions for the first five months of the financial year are $4443 less than last
year. Tke receipts from the churches are less than they have been during any
corresponding period for 16 years, although the missionary force has been
doubled in that time.

Saseatn Opservaxce.—The President of the United States, as commander-
in-chief of the army, has issued a gencral order, requiring the Sabbath to be
duly observed and no unneccessary work performed on that day. He reminds
the officers and soldiers of the example of Washington in this matter.
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Figsiowary Entelligetce,

LETTER FROM REV. R. JAMIESON.

The Convener of the Foreign Mission Committee has reccived o letter from
Mr. Jamicson dated September 9th,

The postal regulations scem still very deficient, as it bears the San Francisco
post mark of October 20th, thus taking over five weeks to go that distance
which little over one should have done.

We subjoin a few extracts:—

“There is at Lillooct, one of the best offerings for a missionary that we are
likely to have for a very long time, if we could at once accept it.

Neither Mr. Hall nor I have gone up the country yet. I would have done
s0 before, but for two reasons':

ﬁ‘l. l'l‘hc cost of travelling is very expensive, and more than I could at present
afford.

2. Things are in a very unsettled state this year, owing to the scarcity of
provisions at the mines; and great numbers who went up with means totally
iadcquate to the undertaking, were obliged to return without doing anything.
I made very strict cnquires about the matter, and received such information from
some of our own people, on whom 1 could depend, as to convince me that I
would be more useful here, especially as the attendance upon our services is
much larger than I expected during the summer.

I preach every Sabbath twice 11 a. u., 6. 30. p. . T have also a Sabbath
School at 4 past 2, and a prayer meeting on Wednesday evenings.

Mrs. Jamieson teaches the children to sing some hymns out of the Sabbath
School Bell, with which they are much pleased; I believe I have never met
with as many good singers in the same number of children before.

We have got at ast a Sabbath law for the colony ; The Governor last week,
sent up a Proclamation making the law of England, on the subject, the law
here. It was much needed.

You are aware the Ion. M. C. Cameron is out here. Last night he held a
Temperance Mceting at which there was a very large attendance. He gave a
good address, after which Mr. White and I spoke a few words, moving resolutions
to the effect that we have a Temperance Association on the old plan. Mr. C.
has done a vast amount of good, by the example he has set.

We thank you for the $300 for our church.

The Manse took more than we cxpected—over $1300, and it would take over
$300 more to finish it entirely.

As it is, however, we are very comfortable.

1 have been thinking of going up as far as Lillooet, (D.V.,) this fall, to
preach there and at Douglas, Lytton, Yule and Hope.

The climate and scenery here are are delightful. I have a view from my
manse door of water, wood and mountain, that kings in their palaces might
envy.

A considerable number of Canadians are taking up land in this neighbourhood,
and will, 1 believe, in a few years, make fortunes, as prices now are, and are
likely to be. * Brethren, pray for us.”

MISSIONS OF FREE CHURCHL.

Txp1A Miss ve~Carcerra.—Dr. Duff) in a letter dated 22nd August, states
that from the several mission institutions in Calcutta and associated stations
ten new members had been added to the church, in the course of little more
than two months. * This says Dr. Duff” is the Lord's gracious way of answer-
ing the objections of the impatient and of the doubting, and all en whose little
flags may be seen emblazoned the antiquarian inscription of *“ignorance and
little faith,” And this is His gracious way of re-assuring the hearts of His
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gervants, who amid much weakness and unworthiness, are carnestly striving to
advance His royal standard further and further into the hitherto unconguered
realins of heathenism,

At Nagpore, Mr. Hislop reports several admissions into the Native Church
of the branch stations of Kampti and Sitabaldi.

Carrraria.—We quote, from the November Record of the Free Church, the
following intelligence communicated by the Rev, Mr. Laing of Burrshill:

 In the good providence of God,” 1 have toreport the baptism of nine adults,
al! women, and of four children. The baptism of these persons took placo
before the congregation, on Sabbath the 22d ult. The candidates, speaking
generally hace been two years in the ciass of catechumens.” Weo had some
hesitation in coming to a satisfactory understanding as to the amount of Scrip-
tural knowledge possessed by six of them, who are far advanced in life. We
meet once a week with the whole class, and with a few twice a week ; but when
any arc proposed for baptism, they are specially examined by the Session, in order
that the nature and degree of their knowledge may be more fully ascertained.

*““This more special examination, however, did not satisfy us, and I took them
two and two at a time, in order to come to a more clear understanding as to
their views and feelings. T'he result was satisfactory, and I was, therefore,
able to recominend them more strongly to the Session than I could have'done
on the previous examinations. One of them is partially deaf, and is, besides,
very old, and the other five have grown up in heathenism until they have
reached old age. We have, therefore, found it difficult, in the use of the
ordinary means of instruction, to impress definite ideas of the leading truths
of Christianity on their minds.  With all their defects, I trust they are among
thuse who love the Lord Jesus Christin sincerity ; and, having this persuasion,
we coutd no longer keep them back from baptism.

“In point of knowledge, the other three gave great satisfaction,  One of them
is named Nomjakugo. Sheis a young intelligent woman, the wife of Qungwana,
& man who was mentioned with much approbation when he himself was
baptized. This family live at the disiance of eight miles from Burnshill, and
promise, by knowledge and by conduct, to bo effective witnesses for Chnist
among the heathen,

MADAGASCAR.

The Jissionary Magazine of the Leadon Missionary Society for November,
containg interesting and encouraging intelligence with reference to Madagascar,
and the wide opening for the gospel there. The King has erected a spacious
stone building for the purposes of education ; and it is to be placed under the
charge of one of the missionarics lately sent out with a view to the training of
suitable christian natives as school-masters.  Our friends will read with interest
the following extracts from a letter written by the Rev. Mr. Ellis.

“The young nobles, my pupils, continue their daily attendance, and this
morning the Queen sent to say she would send her little adopted boy to learn
with the rest, though he has hitherto been taught only in the palace. I attend
the King daily, read the Scriptures with him, and converse with him on their
contents as well as on other matters. I continue my Sunday service at his
house, and, as I am told by his officers, with increasing interest and satisfaction
to the King, who sometimes interrupts me to express his entire concurrencein
something I may have said, or to impress it more forcibly upon the minds of
the hearers.  Besides these engagements—which take the best hours of every
day, viz., from half-past ten in the morning till three in the afternoon—my house,
during othcer intervals, is seldom free from persons who come to seck medical
xid, or instruction and advice on religious subjects.

“I take a service, or part of one, cvery Lord's day, in cach of tho large
caapels in the capital alternately; and am sent for by day, and sometimes
called up at night to visit or administer medicine to the sick. These demands
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on my time ard strengih, besides other more grave and weighty matters to
which my attention is frequently called, have prevented my attending to anything
beyond the urgent claims of the passing hour. . ) )

“The few copies of the Scriptures that I brought, viz, fifty-nine New Testa-
ments, and eleven copics of portions of the Old Testament, were received with
a degree of avidity that would have astonished the friends of the Bible Society.
The portions of the Old Testament were by tho consent of all given to the
Pastors, and there are many of these, and also many faithful and laborious
Fvangelists, who have not yct been able to obtain a copy. At the time of my
arrival there wero some entire congregations without even a single Now Testz-
ment amongst them all.  With such a scanty supply of seed, the harvest so
rapidly and gloriously ripening is the more wonderful.

“ While wri2'ng this letter I have had a visit from sixteen or cighteen Pastors
and officers of the Churches, who came to bring me a statement of the Communi-
cants, &c. They remained about two hours, in conference on the state of tho
Churches, and some of the difficultics arising from polygamy, &c. I wish the
friends of Missions could have heard their account of the purity of the Church,
and the standard of personal piety kept up amongst them.  They would have
exclaimed, ‘It is the Lord's doing,’ and would have taken firesh courage in their
work ; but I can only state that, though tke returns are incomplete, they stato
the number of Communicants to be Secen Hundred and jorty, snd the nuinber
of Christians in the island to be Seven Thousand.”

MISSIONS OF TIHE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF THE LOWER
PROVINCES.

We are happy to state that intelligence has been received of the continued
health of the missionarics, anl of the steady progress of their work. The
November number of the Record contains several interesting letters received
from the missionaries. At Aniteum the progress of the truth is hopeful, the
means of grace are well attended, and there is reason to believe that not a few
arce secking the one thing needful. There is a proposal to organize an orphan
school. At Tana the mission work is still saspended, but it is the opinion of
some of the chiefs, whe are favoruble to Christianity, that, in the course of a
short time, when the excitement entirely subsides, the teachers may return.
The *“John Knox" had visited the island, and the visiting party were well
received. The Errcmanga mission is at present suspended for want of native
agency.  Mr. Copeland has been appointed to the Erromanga mission, and is
now studying the language.

MISSIONS OF UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.

Ispra.—The November number of the Record contains an urgent appeal in
behalf of a fourth station in India—Tedgurh, the principal town in the Mair-
wara hills, about forty miles south-wost of Bearor. It is proposed that in
addition to the Rev. Mr. Robb, now in India, two other missionaries be sent
out in the course of 1863, one of them a medical missionary. The people are
represented as & sturdy, free and independent race, and very hospitably dis-
posed to those whom they regard as their friends. They are, however, sadly
given to falschood and dishonesty. The proposed mission will, we trust, soon
be in active operation in this interesting region.

DerarTURE OF MissioNanies 10 Inpia.—The Rev. Messrs, Campbel), Miller,
and Dow, with Dr. Robson, medical missionary, have lately sailed: the two
former to Madras, and the others to Calcutta, in connexion with the Freo
Church Missions.  Rev. W, Robb and Lis wife have gone out in connexion
with the U. P. Church.
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Procectings of Presbptevies, &K

PRESBYTERY OF LONDON.

This Presbytery held its regular quarterly meeting in §t. Andrew’s church, London,
onthe 14th and 15th October,” There were present thirteen ministers and eipht elders,

A petition from Warwick, praying to be disjoined from the congrezations of
Adeclaide, was laid on the table, and the Presbytery having heard delegates from
both sections, agreed to grant the prayer of the petition.

Since the last regular meeting of Presbytery, the abovo congregations have been
deprived of their excellent pastor, the Rev. Wm. Deas, whom it has pleased God in
1lis all-wise Providence to remove by death. With respect to the deceased brother
the Presbytery egreed to the following minute and ordered it to be engrossed in
their records:—

“This Presbytery having learned of the death of the Rev. Wm, Deas, late of
Adelaide and Warwick, in his brother’s house in July last, soon after ho arrived in
Scotland, desire to record their respect for the memory of their deceased brother,
They appreciate his varied excellencies as & man, and as a minister of the gospel of
Christ, and pnrticulm‘ly as a member of this court. ITe wos always courteous; less
obtrusive of his own views in the business of the court, than interested and acquies-
cent in its deliberations and Jecisions,  Within the bounds of his own congregations
he was conscientious, punctual, and faithful in the discharge of public duty. By his
christian urbanity in his private intercourse with his people he was greatly endeared
to them. During his wimstry his congregations gradually increased, so that now
on the event of his death, they are prepared to become two distinct ministevial
charges.

“"The members of this court would express their sympathy with the people of God
in that section of the Lord's vineyard who mourn over the departure of their pastor
so tenderly loved, to whom they gave so many tokens of their attachment while
living among them, and in whosc hearts(now that they see him no more) his memory
will be retained as sacred, and associated with all that is sweet and attractive in
christian love.

“They would also, by the decease of their late esteemed brother, lay to hieart their
own individual respensibility, and, as labourers in the Lord’s vineyard, desire
through grace to bs more devoted, diligent, und faithful in the work of winning
souls to Christ, that they may be found of him in peace at his coming.”

The committee appointed to inquire into the state of the Plympton congregation
submitted their report.  The members of said committee having been beard, and
also Mr, Troup, who cxpressed a willingness to resign his pastoral charge; it was
agreed that, in compliance with a petition from Moore for moderation in a call, the
Preshytery meet at Bear Creck on the 5th Nov. for that purpose, and that the con-
gregations of Plympton be in due form cited to meet the Presbytery there.

Mr. A. Stewart delivered as part of his trial discourses, with a view to ordination
and induction at Mosa, a lecture on Ps, xv., and a critical exercise on Heb, xii,, 1-2,
which discourses were approved and sustained. It wasagrced to hear the remainder
of Mr. Stewart’s trials at next meeting of Presbytery.

A communication was read from St. Thomas congregation, asking for a moderation
in a call. The Presbytery granted the application, and appointed a call to be
mo;ierawd in there by the Rev. John Fraser and Mr. W. Clark, clder, on the
29th inst.

An application to bereccived into connection with the Canada Presbyterian church
having been laid before the Presbytery vy Mr. Thomas McCormick, a liceutiate of
Belfast Presbytery, Ireland, accompanied by a certificate and recommendation from
the clerk of the Presbytery of Ohio (0. 8.} it was agreed that Mr, McCurmick’s
application liec on the table ti'l next ordinary meeting of Presbytery; and that,
should Mr. McCormick be residing within their bonnds, the mission committee may
in the meantime give him appointinents to the estent in which his services may be
required.

(in compliance with a petition from the Windsor congregation, it was ngreed to
supplement the stipend of their pastor to the extent of §100 agin the preceding year.

The Presbytery took up the application of the French Canadians at Windsor for
christian instruction in connection with the C. P. Church, and egreed to appoint a
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. committee to make inquiries and obtain information respecting the numbers and con.
dition of the French Canadians in that locality ; also the prospects of success and
the possible expenses which would be incurred in cstablishing and maintaining a
achool there, and any other particulars which may be considered of importance for
the guidance of the Presbytery, and to report at the next ordinary meeting in Jan,,
said committee to consist of Revs. Wm. Walker, D. Waltker, Wm, Bennet, and S.
Balmer . Mr. Benuet convener.

An application was laid beforo Presbytery by Mr. Jeremich O'Connor, lately a
R, C. priest, for admission into the C, P. church,  The Presbytery having heard Mr,
Bennet in behalf of Mr. O'Connor and also some statements from Mr. O, himself
respecting his past history and present position appointed § committee to meet and
confor with Mr. O. on the matter and to report at next meeting of Presbytery.

The Presbytery agreed that in the event of no Thanksgiving duy being recom-
" mended by the Governor-in-chief, nor by the Synud of the C. P."church, the second
" Wednesday in November be observed in their bounds as a day of Thanksgiving te
Almighty God for the Iate bountiful harvest.

P. GeovreLLow, Dres. Clerk pro. tem.

PRESBYTERY OF PARIS.

This Presbytery held an adjourned mecting at Woodstock on the 4th of November.
The attendance of members was large, and several items of business of general im-
portance was transacted.

Some time was taken up in consideration of a petition of Mr. John Taylor, com-
plaiaing of certain action of the session of Dumfries St. Church, Paris, in refusin
him & certificate of membership. After a patient hearing of all the parties concerned,
the Presbytery, without a vote, came to a resolution instructing the session to grant
to Mr. Taylor his certificate. From this finding, however, Mr. Caw dissented, and
complained to next meeting of Synod.

MMr. Caw submitted a motion, of which notice had been previously given, requiring
candidates for license and ordination, to deliver, memorifer, the homily, lecture, an
popular sermon ; but the motion not being seconded was allowed to lapse.

Mr. Young of Brantford being still unable, through ill health, to perform hisduties
on the Sabbath, several members of Presbytery were appointed to supply his pulpit
for the ensuing three months.

M. Straith: laid on the table a call from the congregations of Tilsonburg and
Culloden, in favour of Mr. William Richardson. The call was sustained and the
clerk was ordered to make intimation thereof to Mr. Richardson, with as little delay
as possible,

The Presbytery aftewards took consideration of a call from Southampton and
Arran West, to the Rev. A, Tolmie. After hearing parties, the Presbytery resolved
by a large majority, to transiate Mr. Tolinie, and Mr. dMcMullen was appointed to
Yroclaim the pulpits of Blandford and Innerkip vacant on the first Sabbath of

Jecember; and was also appointed moderator of the kirk-session there ad interim.

Jous GILLESPIE, Pres. Clerk,

PRESBYTERY OF GREY.

This Presbytery met aceording to adjournment at Owen Sound on the 11th Nov.
The attendance was small, a number of ministers and especially of elders at a distance
being absent.

With reference to the call to Southampton and West Arran, in favour of Rev. A,
Tolmie, Innerkip—it having been fuund that the Presbytery of Paris had granted
the translation and that Mr. Tolmic had been iustructed to await the orders of the
Presbytery of Grey as to his induction to his new sphere of labour—Mr. Fraser was
appointed to read the usual edict on Sabbath, 23rd Nov., and the induction was
appointed to take place at Southampton on 8th Dec., at 12 o'clock: Mz, Fraser to
preach and preside, Mr, Bremner to addreas the minister, and Mr. Grant the people.

Mr. Gauld reported that, accompanied by Mr. J. Cameron, he had moderated in
8 call in Knox’s church, St. Vincent, on 25th Sep. and laid on the table a numcrously
signed call to the congregations of St. Vincent, Sydenham, and Euphrasia, in favour
of Mr. Jas. McDowall, preacher of the gospel, accompanied by & promisc of stipend
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of at least £484. Tho call was sustained, was accepted by Mr. McDowall, and sub-
jects having been proscribed for his trinl discourses and other exercises, it was

reed that a special mecting of Presbytery be held at Meaford, Dec, 17, at 4
o’clock r.u., to hear the samo; and also to take counsel on the spos as to what can
be done towards strengthening our cause in that town and immediate neizhborhood.

It was also resolved that the Presbytery hold its next ordinary quarterly meeting
at Owen Sound, in Division St. Church, on 2nd Tuesday of Jan. at 3 o’clock.

Mr. Grant reported that he had visited the Bruce mines, having been there on
the first three Snbbaths of Oct. There are between 50 and 60 Presbyterian familics
at the mines, and their attendance on the preaching of the Gospel was good.  They
are desirous to havo a minister settled among them as soon as possible, and in the
meantime, would be well pleased with the services of a missionary during the sum-
raer months, for whose support they would contribute at the rate of from $£300 to
£350 annually. Mr- Grant represented the field as an interesting and important one,
add altogether was much pleased with his visit.

Tho clerk having stated that he was authorised by Mr. McLean to give notice of
his intention to ask the leave of the Presbytery at its next ordinary meeting to
demit that part of his charge called Swanston Station, was instructed to cite all
partics to anpear for their respective interests on that occasion,

Mr. Waters gave notice of his intention, at next ordinary meeting to bring for-
ward a motion to overture the Synod, to take order that greater uniformity be
observed in the administration of baptism.

The thanks of the Presbytery were given to John Henderson Esq., of Park, Scot-
land, for his handsome present of books to the ministers of this Presbytery, as to
those of the church at large.

W. Park, Pres, Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF GUELPH.

A special meeting of this Presbytery was held at Guelph on the 23rd of October,
when Mr, Lachlan Cameron’s ordination trials were heard, and his ordination
appointed to take place at Acton on the 5th of November,

The Presbytery met at Acton on the 5th November, pursuant to appointment,
nine ministers being present and three elders.

The edict of Mr. Cameron’s ordination having been returned and duly certified,
Mr., Cuthbertson conducted the usnal preliminary services—preaching from Gal. vi,,
14, “ God forbid that I should glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Chriat, b
whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” Mr. Torrance, mod-
erator p. £, put the usual questions to Mr. Cameron and the congregation, and
offered up the ordination prayer. The minister and the congregation were then
addressed by Mr. McMechan and Mr, Ball.

After hearing a commissioner from the Acton congregation, and a statement on
behalf of the members residing at Limchouse, in reference to the application to the
Presbytery of Toronto from Georgetown and Limchouse, it was unanimously agreed
that no objection should be offered to the granting of the said applica.’on.

A call to Mr. McMechan of Berlin the congregation of Port Hope, was laid on the
table with the ncucssar‘v documents. The Presbytery resvlved to consider the call
at a meeting to be held at Guelph on the 25th Novenber—Mr. McMechan being
cited apud acta, and the clerk being instructed to issue citations to the Berlin con-
fregation and to to the commissioners appointed to prosccute Mr. McMechan's trans-

ation—Mr. Ball to serve tho citation to the congregation, on Sabbatlr the 9th
November,

Mr. Middlemiss reported regarding his visit to Rothsay, and laid on the table an
application from the congregavion there, desiring the Presbytery to take the neces-
sary steps towards appointment of ¢lders.  Mr. §Iiddlemiss was appointed to attend
to the matter with instructions to sce that the elders were duly clected, and to
associate with himself a sufficient number of elders who may conseniently juin him
io carrying out the subse%:mnt steps.  Mr. Midd'emiss also laid before the Presby-
tery an application from the adherents of the church in the south of Minto, who
have for sume time past been supplied by the missionaries supplying at Rothsay,
praying that they might be formed into a congregation, and have the communion
disprensed to them. Xs it appesred, however, that they had crected a church on the
Wallace side of the town line, between Wallace and %Iinw, it was agreed that no
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ateps should bo taken in referenco to the alp[:licntion til! a future time, and that
rueantime the Presbytery of Stratford should be acquainted with the circumstances.
Mr. Thom reported that he had, in accordance with instruetions, organized a con-

" gregation at Arthur and dispensed the communion, and Jaid on the table an applica-

tion for the appointment of clders, Mr. Smellio was appointed to attend to their
¢lection sometimo in Jupuary next,

PRESBYTERY OF HURON,
MISSIONARY MEETINGS OF TIIE PRESSYTERY OF HURON ron 1862-3.

Tho Revs. James Duncan, Robert Ure, John Logie, Wm. Graham, John Ross,
Matthew Barr, and A, D. McDonald will visit the following congregations and
stations :—

Jan. 19, Kirkton, at 2 r.M, ; Thames Road, at 7,
« 20, Francistown, at 11 o.M, ; Warrensville, 6:30.
“ 21, Bayficld, at 11 A.M.; Bruceficld, at 630,
“ 22 Eemondville, at 11 4.3t ; Harpurhey, at 3 p.
« 26, Clinton, at 11 a.x.; Hullett, at 7°30 v.M.
« 27, Blythe, at 11 a.x.; Manchester, at 3 r.x.
« 28, McDougal's Hills, at 11 a.m.; Goderich, at 7:30 r.u.

The Rev. Messrs. Inglis, Stewart, McKay, and Matheson will hold missionary
meetings at the following places :—
Jan. 19. Kincardine, Knox church, at 11 a.M.; West church at 7:30 r.x.
¢ 20, Huron, at 11 a.M, ; Pine Point, av 3 r.\.
« 91, Ashfield, at 11 a.M.; Kinloss, at 3 r.ys.
22, St, Helens, att 11 A, ; Lucknow, at 730 r.at.
24, Bervie, at 11 A.M. ; 8th line of Kincardine, at 3 r.1.
“ 27, South Bruce, at 11 A.M.; Greenock, at 3 r.y.
« 28, Centre Bruce, at 11 a.x.; North Bruce, at 3 ros.
Tne Rev. Messrs. Young, McKay, and Forbes will hold missionary meetings at
tho following places:—
Jan. 19.” Knox Corners, at 2 p.»,; Ainleysville, at 730 p.,
« 20, Cranbrook, at 11 a.M.; Wroxeter, at 730 r.y,
« 21, Bluevale, at 11 A, ; Wingham, at 3 r.x.
¢ 22, Teeswater, at 11 a.M.
23, North Kinloss, at 11 a.x.; Riversdale, at 3 .y

The managers of these congregations and stations are requested to attend to these
appointmeunts, and to make all necessary arrangements for the meetings,

PRESBYTERY OF OTTAWA.

The ordinary mecting of this Presbytery was held in Perth on the 4th and 5th
Nov. Owing to the state of the weather, the atiendance was small—there being
present only six ministers and four elders. The opening sermon was preached by
Mr. Whyte of Osgoode,

There was no report from the committee on the enamination of students, and there
was no member of the committee present to give explazation. it was then unani-
mously resolved: * That hereafter all students within the bounds bLc required to
appear for examination at the ordinary meeting of Presbytery next preceding the
opening of college.

Mr. Melville's claim for arrears due to him as minister of Pembroke, for which he
holds the Preshgteries of Qttawa aud Brockville respensible, was disposed of by a
motion " That the clerk appeal to the various sessions wit™ & view to reccive contri-
butions to meet this Presbytery’s quota of the sum still due,” and report by the end
of the year,

There wae acknowledged the receipt of a circular from Hamilton, intimating the
intention to apply to the Synod to receive Mr. Joseph Henderson.

The state of matters in Arnprior was the subject of long discussion,

Mr. James Whyte's demissivn of the Russell portivn of his charge was accepted,
and he declared minister of Osgoode—Russell being o distinet conregation. A
committec was appuinted to visit Russell and countiguous stations, with a view to
effect & union of stations to form one pastoral charge.
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A call from Dalhousie in favor of Mr. Walter Scott was sustained—accepted by
Mr. Scott, and the induction appointed for 13th instant,

The annual missionary mectings were arranged on the programme of last year,
the bounds being divided into three sections, under the convenership of Mr. Ward-
rope, Mr. Duncan, and Mr. Fraser respectively. It was understood that each com-
mittee adopt the plan which appeared to them best to attain the object desiderated.

Mr. Mckwen was appointed modcerator of the session in Lochaber.

All the missionarics, save one, bad handed in reports of their labours. The one
in default is to be written to.

The missionaries were thus allocated :—

Mr. Tait—Pembroke till 1st Jan. ; then to Fitzroy Harbour and Tarbolton.

Mr. Kellough—Pembroke after 1st Jan., or on arrival.

Mr. Mackey—Russell &ec., after st Jan., under supervision of committee ap-
pointed to visit Russell.

The books from Mr. Henderson of Park were distributed. A proper vecord of
this handeome gift was taken, and the moderator was appointed to write to Mr.
Henderson on this subject.

The questions submitted for Presbyterial visitation were sustained by a majority,
and it was ordered to transmit them to sessions, &c., and to call for answers at next
ordinary meeting,

The report of the committee on topics for Presbyterial sermons was adopted. Mr,
Duncan was appointed to preach at next meeting on “ The relation of the children
of members to the visible church.” It was agreed to devote the first diet of each
ordinary meeting to a discussion of the topic on which the discourse is founded.

S. C. Frasgr, Pres. Clerk,

PRESBYTERY OF KINGSTON.

The Presbytery of Kingston met in Kingston on Tuesday and Wednesday, 7thand
8th Oct., Rev. I1. Gordon, Moderator.

The statistical and financial report of last year, with the clerk’s report thereon
were taken up, and matters requiring the notice of the Presbytery werenvestigated.

Mr. Thos. Kellough, student of Divinity, having made application to be taken on
trials for license, and the Synod having granted leave, the usual exercises as trial
pieces were presented for him,

A committee, which had been appointed to examine the students within the
bounds, gave in a most favourable report, and the clerk was instructed to gave
certificates to Mr. McQuarrie as a student in the first year of the theolvgical course,
and to Mr. Aull as e student in the second year of the literary course.

Messrs. William and Edward Rceves, students under the supervision of the Pres-
bytery, appeared snd unde~went a long and paticnt examination in the studies

rescribed for students in the second year's literary course.  After which Mr.
2dward Recves was recommended to proceed at once to the college, if in his power,
the Presbytery resolving to designate him as a student in the third year’s literary
course ; and, in event of its being out of his power to attend the college this session,
he was directed to the private study of he subjects prescribed for students of the
g\ird year, and instructed to appear for examination at the stated meeting six months
ence,

3Mr. William Reeves had subjects of study preseribed to him in English and He-
brew Grammar, Greck, Mental Philosophy, and the Christian Evidences.

He was instructed also to write 8 homily, and to appear for examination at the
stated meeting six months hence.

A petition frum the congregation at Napance was received. Its prayer, after o
statement in the preamble that the circumstances of Napanee and the conjoined
stations prevented them from raising more than 826 per annum for the support of
their pastor, was, that the Presbytery would grant them some supplementary
Scc\miary 8id; which the Presbytery, in view of all the circumstauces, agreed to

0, a8 they may be able, and sec cause, for a period of three years.

The Presbytery then proceeded to the home mission business, in connection with
which, a memorial and relative documents from the inhabitants of Allen Settlement
in the townships of Elzevir and Tudor were read. The purport of the memorial was
8 request to be disjoined from Madoc. and erected into o separate pastoral charge;



THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 53

accompanying it were two subscription lists, nmounting in the ag regate to about
2145, while a third list had been detained for completion.  Mr. Wishart supported
the prayer of the memorial, and expressed his desire to be released frum this portion
of his charge, of which he had given notice before. The Presbytery, however,
resolved to defer a decision till the stated meeting in spring.

The position and circumstances of Roslin congregation, now disjeined fron Melrose,
with which it had been associated, engrossed the earnest attention of tho ’resbytery,
With the view of encouraging and helping the people there, Messrs. JicLaren, con.,
Wishart, aud Turnbull, ministers, with Mr. J. Keith, elder, were appointed a com-
mittee to attend to the interests of our church at Roshn. Mr. McLaren was
appointed moderator of the session p. ., with the aid of the other members of the
committee as ASSESSOrs.

Mr. Hanran was appointed to visit Iinchinbrooke sometime betwcen this and
the winter meeting of Presbytery. to enquire into the circumstances of the Presby-
terian population in that ocality, and as to the expediency of opening stations there,

The fullowing arrangements for the wission stations for the next six mouths were
then made —

Lunsdowne.—To be placed under the pastoral care of the Rev. 1L Gordon, with
the request that he give a Sabbath’s supply once a month if possible.

Ballynahinch and Harrowsmith,—To be supplied by the missionary once a fort-
night, for the first three months.

‘Bath and associated stations.—To be supplied by the missionary once a fortnight
for the first three months.

Trenton and Consecon.—To be supplied once a fortnight by members of the Pres-
bytery for the first three mouths, thercafter by the missiovary, who is to reside
there during the sccond three months,

Messrs. Wilson, con., Gray, Wishart, Scott, Gaw. and Macalistcr were appointed
the home mission committee, empowered te call upon members of the Presbytery for
their services, and to make arrangements for the missionary meetings, of which
notice is to be given in tho Record.

Mr. McLaren gave notice that he intended at next meeting to propose an overtare
to the Synod respecting the employment, in the work of home evangelization, of o
class of preachers who way not have passed through a collegiate course.

P. Grnay, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY OF TORONTO.

The regular juarterly meeting of this Presbytery was held on the 4th November
in Torontv. The attendance of migisters wag smell, and of elders still smaller.

A call frum Oukville to Mr. Constantinides was sustained , the clerk was instructed
to notffy him of it.

An application to be received as a minister was made by Mr. Rickett, formerly of
the New School Presbyterian church of the United States.

Mr. Armstrong, of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, formerly a missionary
in Constantinople, was introduced to the Presbytery as a minister willing to be em-
ployed by the Presbytery.

A committee was appointed to confer with Messrs. Rickett and Armstrong. A
favourable report was given in by the committee.

il\(])vttrr was read from Mr. Lachlan Cameron, declining the call from Nottawasaga
and Osprey.

A letter was read from Dr. Ormiston intitaating & valuable donation of books to
the ministers from John Henderson Esq., Glasgow. A resolution of gratitude was
recorded, and ordered to be transmitted through Dr. O. to Mr. Henderson,

The following were appointed as tho Presbytery’s home mission commttec:—
Mr. Dick convener, Principal Willis, Messrs. J. ‘Alexander, W. Reid, and W. Gregg,
ministers, and Samuel Wallace, elder.

The Presbytery instructed congregations to remit their home mission collections
to the central Synod Fund in ucconﬁmce with resolution of Synod, and instructed
members of Presbytery on Syned's home mission comunittee to represent, at its
meeting the importance of other Presbyteries acting in accordance with the same
resolution.

Dr. Burns was continued moderator of Gould strect. session, and the supply of the
congregati-n referred to the Home wission committee with instructions to consult
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as far as possible the wishes of the congregation. The Presbytery agreed to record
their decp sense of obligation to Dr. Burns for the services which he has so freely
and generously rendered to Gould street congregation during the past year.
The trial picces of Mr. Hislop were heard and sustained, .and his ordination ap-
pointed so take place on the 18th Nov.
WitLiam Greeo, Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY Of TORONTO.—MISSIONARY MEETINGS.

The committec on missions agreed that the congregations and stations within the
bounds of the Presbytery be divided into the following districts, to be visited by the
committees named for each district, and recommend to the committees to hold the
missionary meetings as soon as convenient, that they may be able to report at the
next regular meeting of Presbytery in February: also that the committees see that
all the congregations and stations within the various districts be visited, and that
they endeavour to procure the services of one or two elders, to visit and address the
congregations along with the ministers named - —

1st District—Comprising the following congregations and stations, viz: Oakville,
Milton and Boston church, Union and Norval, §trcctsvillc, Bramgton 1st and 2nd,
Derry West, Temple church, Georgetown. Committee, Rev. Messrs. Mitchell,
Alexander, Pringle, and Gregy, of Toronto, Mr. Alexander convener.

2nd District.—Chinguacousy 1st and 2nd, Caledon Centre Road and Orangeville,
Mono Centre, Mono West, Caledon East and Mono Mills, Committee, Rev, Messrs.
Coutts, Corbett, McFaul, McMillan ; Mr. McFaul convener.

8rd District, Toronto.—Knox church, Cooke’s church, Bay street church, West
Toronto church, Gould street church, Malton and Weston, Conunittee, Rev. Messrs,
Topp, Gregy, Dr. Jennings, Dr. Burns, Dr. Willis, Professor Young, Rev. W. Reid,
Rev. D. Fetcher; Dr. Jennings convener.

4th District.—Scarbore’, York Townline, Cedar Grove, York Mills and Fisherville,
Marksam, Richmond Hill and Thorn Hill. Committee, Rev. Messrs. Dick, Straus,
Fletcher; Mr, Dick convener,

5th District.—Vaughan and Albion, King 9th and 11th line, Laskay and King
2nd line, Tecumseth Ist and 2nd. Committee, the Rev. Mess «. Glassford, Adamsg,
Milligan; Mr. Milligan convener.

6th District —West Gwillimbury and Essa, Bradford and Scotch Settlement,
Inpisfil and Birnie, Aliston and West Essa, Nottawasaga, Sunnidale, Singhampton
and Collingwood. Committee, the Rev. Messrs. Fraser, McKerracher, Wightman,
Rodgers and islop ; Mr, Fraser convener,

7th District.—Orillia, East Oro, West Oro, Floss, Medonte, North Mara, Muskoka,
Committee, Rev. Messrs, Gray, Craw, McKerracher of Bradford; Mr. Gray convener

Jdanes Dick, Convener of Commiltee.

P.S—The various committees above named will regard these appointments as
published in the Record as cflicial notice given them, ans act accordingly.—J. D.

Book P.otices.

Tae Syuratar of Crrist wirm Max: 1rs Teacmine axp CoxsoLaTioN. By
Octavus Winslow, D.D,, author of * Precious Thiags of God,” &e., &c.,
&e. New York: R. Carter and Bros. Sold by D. McLellan, Hamilton.
Dr. Winslow is well known as a thoroughly evangelical and most practical
writer. The present volume will, we Qoubt not, speak consolation and comfort
to many a heart, exhibiting as it does, the Saviour in such an interesting and
endearing relation as our friend and brother; in all things, sin excepted, made
like unto his brethren, that he might be a faithful and merciful high priest.
We cordially recommend the volume.

BOOKS RECEIVED FOR NOTICE.

VESPER, by the author of “ Near and Heavenly Horizons”; Litree WALTER
Tae Corrace By THE StreAy ; Prixcerox Review; Bisiiotaeca Sacks, &c



" Hamilton, (Kn0X'S) +++vuvssn.. 36 00
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MONEYS RECEIVED UP TO 22np NOVEMBER.

Partics sending money are requested
to look at the acknowledgments, and
communicate with Mr, Reid if there is
any error or omission. Written receipts
will be sent for when asked.

WIDOW'S FUND, AND FUND FOR AGED AND
INFIRM MINISTERS,

Harrington coovceencevenisennes &6 00
New Hope. veeevereeserieannns 4 32
Gould Street, Toronto.......... 10 00
Egmondville...ooovviiennns 725
T Pereye.e.. . oo 4 45

Richmond Hill.......... {7 650
Thornhill ....ovvvvve oo 6 00
3 50
Chinguacousy ..oeveeeveses.o. 15 50
Boston Church,....... NN 7%
Brockville. . ... ebttesiereeas 14 45
Garafraxa ...... . 00
Harwich ..ooviiiiiiiiiininnns 200
Kingston, (Brock Street) ....... 4 00
Normanby.......coeceiieaans, 4 04
Doon . ivevninnnns eeaees . 430
) o o T . 200
Kenyon....ooooieiiiiiaiiia, 3 50
Mountain ..... Ceretiieeeeas 155
N.Gower ...vvunee o § 00
Gloucester ...t 4 00
— 8 00
Lachute. (Henry’s Church) ..... 6 75
Bristol ...covveiiiiiiiiiiinns 8 Q0
Toronto, (Knox's Church) ... .. . 50 00
MonoCentre...vovevuiennenaans 4 30
Guelph, (Rev. R. Torrance)..... 10 00

Kincardine, (Rev. W. Inglis).... 3 50
Norwood

Keene ...... e eieaeiaaas
Woodville
Fingal.......... Cereeeneeaans 7 00
Hastings ....c..ccveainninne, 3 00
Grimsby, &c......ooviin L. 10 60
Westwood ..evvvinnnaes onn. 225
Southampton . .......... 27 00
Dunblane .............. 2 63
. 9 63
* Woodstock, (Knox's)........... 16 00
CPieton .l iiii e, 7 88
Cimton ....... eerercrireaias A CY
St. Catharines
Scarboro’ .....
Acton ........
Gananoque ...................
Dunaville ..............
N. Cayuga.............
Griersville ....... eeenas &1 90
Thornbury ......... veee 180
= $ 90
Nissouri, N. &S ,....i.0iuee. 400

Fish Creek and Biddulph....... 3 60
Nissouri, ., First instalmient Spe-
cial Fund ..ol 10 00
Union and Norval ............. 12 88
Binbwook ....vveiiinnn. £ 60
Saitflcet....... Cereeeens 35
12 85
Waterdown. ...ovovvenn. 82 50
Wellington Square ...... 2 00
4 50
Osgoode o ovevenns Ceeeaniiaan 5 00
Stratford .....oceil0 ol i3 62

With Rates from Rev. J. R. Scott, Rev.
G. Cheyne, Rev. Arch, McDiarmid, Rev.
T. McPherson, Rev. J. Eadie, Rev, W,
Forrest, Rev. G. Bremner, Rev. J. Find-
lay, Rev, W, Doak, Rev. &, Balmer, Rev.
N. Paterson, Rev. W. Gregg, Rev, R.
Rodgers, Rev. J. Watson, Rev. P. Greig,
Rev. A. McLean, Freeltown, Rev. J, Mc-
Robie, Rev. J. McLacilan, Rev, M. Me-
Kenzie, Rev. W. Lochead, Rev, D, Ward-
rope, Rev. A. F. McQueen, Rev. J. Dick,
Rev. P, Glassford, Rev. J Laing, Rev. R.
Familton, Rev. J. Gray, Rev. G, Riddell,
Rev. J. Bowie, Rev. I’. Gray, Rev. Dr.
Ormiston, Rev. A. Allan, Rev. W, T.
McMullen, Rev. J. G. Murray, Rev. H.
Campbell, Rev. D. Waters, Rev. W.
Conlthart, Rev. W, M. Christie, Rev. J.
Thom, Rev. J. Rennie, Rev. R. Scott,

FRENCH CANADIAN MISSION,

Harrington . ..o.oo0vees. ceeee. §500
Crowland ....oovvvniinnnnnns 1 60
Ridgtown ......oeannnn 6 00
Millbank .....oinvnns. . 1400
Paris, (Rev. J. Robertson’s). . ... 8 90
Ingersolt, (Erskine Church) .... 15 00
Avon Church, Downie. ... 36 90
Carlingford ....... eeee 200

8 00
Carlisle ...vovveeenunneenn., “. 400
SEFMOUr ..eovecernriiannans 2 00
West Puslinch ................ 15 00
Avonbank ......... ... 85 00
Fullarton, ..vovvueen.... 4 95

9 25
Widder ..ovveeeenennn. 3 52
Lake Shore.....oovvvnt, 2 91
Arkona ... ..e.0n ceeses 107
Streetsville soovivviiiiians
Lochiel L..oiviieniiiiiiiias
Mountain ...cc00h teiiiiians
Chippewa ....coovviiieannL..
MONO . i ivuernncnencanns
Claremont. . ... ceren

English Setticment .,
Woodville ..
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Teeds. . viviiiiniiiiiaea., 5 00
Belmont ... ..., $4 50
Yarmouth ......coveenn. 4 50

9 00
Gananoque . oovoveiiiienn., 5 00
Wellandport ...coooiaiiiana., & 00
Ayr, (Kuox's) ...l 12 60
Prince Albert and Uxbridge .. 4 00

SYNOD FUND,

Woodville ... .......... veve.. 21 87
Hamilton, (Ccntrnl) ........... . 12 00
Grand Fremere ...oooviioin... < 50
Thorold .......... veeas 2428
Drummondville ....... .. 500

9 2
Warrensville......... eeeeeas . 100
Harrington ........ Ceveeneas 5 00
Camden,......... Cereaeees oo 300
Ashton ... ...... PP &3 93
Beckwith............... 5 00

8 93
Ridgetown .............0.0o 6 00
Paris, (Rev. J. Robertson’ s) ..... 8 90
LANCESLET . eernrnne. 22 40
Dalhousie Mills ......... 800

b 40
Carlislo ...covivuiininnn veees 400
Dunbarton and Canton ......... 9 00
Percy...ovivineiiiannas vevees 200
Windsor ....... Creieeaacenens 4 00
Oakville.......... Ceeenn $6 00
Dundas Street .......... 0 33

6 383
Harwich o .. oiiveiiiieninnnnns 4 00
St. Andrew’s ........ teieennas 5 81
East Oro.......oc.o0ts veessie 3 00
King and La~)\c§, ....... ceneans 8 00

COLLEGE.

BEfrid . .oiiiii i ciieaian {14 80
Dunbarton and Canton......... 8 00

_Friend

North Bruce............ eaee
Lonsdale . ....ooviininnnenn..

6 60

8 &5

COLLEGE BUILDING FUND,

A. D. Ferrier, (Balance of sub-

cription of §200)........... 2100 60

FOREIGN MISSION.

Wallacetown.....ooveeeevnanns $7 80
Ingersoll, (Erskine Church)
Amnban ............. $10 “a8
26 25
3 00
10 00
005

Kincardine, (Rnox’s 8. 8.)......
Hibbert

TIOME MISSION,
Ingersoll, (Erskine Clmrch) ceeaBlB 00

FUXD FOR AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS.
Camberland ... ............... 34 10
Elora, (Knox's) ............. .. 12 00

BUXTON MISSION,
Cumberland ........c.o0iaeten $8 30

Friend

FOR CHURCH Af ASSINIBOINE,
Ingersoll, (Erskine Church 8. 8.). $5 00

MISSION TO AMERICAN INDIANS,
85 0¢

MONEYS RECEIVED FOR THE STUDENTS' MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

Montreal, per J. Davidson, Student.......cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiial 238 00

Tarbolton, per G. Grant......... e te et tece s et ataanns ceer 8500

Fitzroy Ilarbor “ .. . i 4 00
— 10 00

Dunwich, (Chalmer’s Church) per G. McLennan, Student .............. 6 50

Mount h)rmt per J. Ferguson, Student ............ot. P £9 50

Arthur, (Caclic gt,nhon) ................. e reietiaeareereaas 9 00

Lgremont ............................. Ceeteereritenaiaan . 425

Bothwell, per D. Duff, Student
Ramsay, * 8. Young, “
Laguerre, ““ E. Bald, ¢
Arran, “ 1. Dayvidson*

Southampton ........ovivnn.. Ceeaens
TArA . it i

Mr. Burgess, West Arran ........ Ceettiaeecnienns Ceeenianans 14%7%

J. 1. Thom, Student .......

8 47}
1 00
J. FERGUSONXN, Treasurcr.



