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Yor. V., )l.\RLH, 1873- No. 7.

Original Communications,
HISTORY OF MEDICINE.

BY X. ACNEW, M.D., TORONTO.

Read before the Medical Secticn of the Canadian Inutitute, Jan. 17, 1873,

' MR, PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN,—In an association of Medical
¢ men, it has occurred to me tnat it might be interesting to give a
- tketch—and the limits assigned to a single paper will only permit
of a brief sketch—of the History of our Profession, its rise and pro-
gress the difficulties it bas had to contend with, and the triumphs
it has achieved.
“The ills that flesh is heir to” are almost co-existent with our
i nace. As soon as the gates of Eden were closed behind the first
tebellious pair, sorrow and suffering became the lot of man; and
man's ingenuity was taxed to mitigate the curse. The earliest
attempts to relivve suffering, that we have any account of, were in the
e demnmem of Surgery. By the application of leaves and ointments,
2nd other medicated dressings, the Ancients, peshaps in pre-histod
l‘mb, sought selief from suffering, and aided the healing procc«

The practice of the healing Ant, as a distinet Profession, carries
U 5o tar into the dim and misty regions of the past, that Esculapius,

MW!
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its great founder, is believed by many to be a myth—the creation of
the fancy of some heathen Poet, and the account of his parentage
that has reached us favors such an hypothesis ; however, be this as
it may, he was deified before the Trojan war, and, be he God or be
he man, or a mere phantasm of the imagination, he clims us as
his sons, and we are proud to acknowledye our relationship.

For long years, the founders of our Art, groped their wey in
ignomnce and darkness.  Heathens, they relied more on propitiating
the gods than on medi , or surgical appliances.  The body
was eatly divided by the Egyptiaps, into thirty-six regions, cack
regon presided over by a particelar god, and much of the skill of
the Physican depended upon his ability to propitiate the otfended
daty ; still considerable progress was made, but, doubtless, much
of the honor due to the shill of the Physician, was credited to other
agencics—a habit of perverted vision that has come down to our
own day.

In the armues of Agamemnon, about 1200 B.C., Surgeons were
held in considerable repute, one of whom—DPodalirius, one of the
sons of Esculapius, received the most fee ever p
to a medieat man.  Having been instrumental in saving the life of
a Pancess, he was renarded with her hand, and a magnificent dowry
==a stretch of generous appreciation which has never been repeated
May we indulge the hope that our beloved Queen may discover
some kmight of the scalpel, worthy the far hand of her remaining
daughter,

For several centuncs after the Trojan war, there is no record of
progress, and 1t is faur to assume that little, if any, was made.  Dur
ing the nierce wars of those eady peniods, fractures were frequentl
sustained, yet there does not seem to have been any attempt 2t
reduction.  The ud of the gods was mvoked, and, if deformity
resulted, there was at least no chance for an acuon for mal-practice.

‘Three schools of medicine were founded by the descendants of
Esculapius—the Ascleplades as they were called, one at Rhodes,
one at Cmsdos, and one at Cos. These are the earliest reubr
schools of which we have any record.  The last, that of Cos, was the
Alma Mater of the grent Hippocrates.  Hippocrates was co-tempd
rary with, and a frend of Pythagors, who founded a school &t
Crotona, about B.C. 600, and as he discarded the teachings to 3
great catent of the schools of the Asclepiades, and brought




Hestory of Medivine. 323

Philosophy to bear on practice he had the proud distinction of
fiest raiang it to the dignity of a Science.  But Hippocrates did
saore than alt his predeces<ors and co-temporanies put together to
adwance the science.  He was the finst to reduce dislocations and
fractures—he used the actual cautery and moxa—he wsed, and pro-
bably invented, obstutric forceps ; and performed many of the capie
tal operatons.  Jle performed paracentesis, hating detected the
presence of the fluid by percussion and auscultation, thus anticpating
the dhscovery of the Stethoscope by Lieanec.  Yet amid much trath
there was much crror—a ray of intense light had penctrated the
Cimmerian gloom-—the athness was not dispeiled.

At this time the stady of Anatomy, by dissection was pro-
hibited. To touch a dead body was considered profanation, both
by Jew and Greek, and it is probable that ali the knowledye of
Anatomy which the Surgeons of that day had, was derived from the
Egyptians, who practiced the art of embalming. It w5, therefore, a
matter of wonder, not that they know so little, but that they hnow so
much.

For several hundred years after the time of Hippoentes, little
Prozress was made, although Praxagoras, Plato and Anstothe added
somenhat to the general stock of knowledge, but ignorance and
superstitton still stood in the way of a decided forward movement.

After the death of Alexander the Great, however, Prolemy
Sater, who reigned B.C. 300, a more enlightencd, at least & mose
tiberal monarch than any of his predece sors, broke through popular
Prjudice, and penmitted the cxannnation of the dead human bedy,
ard under his powerful patronage and protection, Herophulus and
Eraststratus, the two great heads of the Alesandrian school, first
practsed dissection, and thus had the high honor of wanguratng the
only mode of instniction by which an aciurate anatonucal or
physiological knowledge can be obtained  As might hase been
expected, mpid progress was now nude  There was one great fault,
Bowever; the surgery of their time was unnccessanly bold, as those
distinguished men did not hesitate 0 Ly opa the cbdomnat cavity,
and wake dwect apphications to the liver and spleen—a course of
tetment that modera surgeons would hardly hke to adopt, or
Patients submit to, erven with the lethal aud of chiloroform.  Qae of
ke pupils of the Alexandrian school was the first to arrest hem-
omhage by the application of a ligature, this he did, however, not
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by applying 1t to the bleeding vessel, but to the limb ; but even this
rude mode was a great step in advance of the barbarous practice
previously in vogue in amputations, of dipping the stump into a ves®
sel of boiing pitch.  Luthotomy had previously been practised ; but
several of the puptls of this school made it a specialty, and one of
them, Ammonis, used an instrument of some sort by which he
broke down stones in the bladder.

But now comes a dark period in the history of our profession.
Juhes Cresar became virtual master of the world.  The seat of learn-
ing was transfered from Alexandria to Rome, and the grand old
Romans, h ding their derful political cconomy, their
shrewd sense and pohshed manncrs, were deadly foes to all who
practised the healing art, and published repressive and cruel edicts
against them. Under such treatment, it is no wonder that the
art not only Janguished but retrograded.

In the early part of the fisst century of the Churistian era, Celsus
resumed the forward march. He was the first who recommended
the ligauon of wounded arteries; so correct was much of his
nosology, and treatment, that it wonld not be objected to in the
present day. Another Roman physician, Azctoeus, was the first to
use vesicants as counter-irntants , and for that purpose used cantha-
ndes.  In the time of Celsus, dissection was prohibited under severe
penaltics; but 1t 1s presumptive that he and his co-temporaries
dissected the Simie—beng the nearest approach to the human form
to be found among the lo wer animals—as the great Galen did 150
years later.

Galen, the neat great medical light, was born A.D. 131. He
studied at Smyma, Corinth and Alexandria. So brilliant was the
gemwus of this truly great man, that his opinions and teachings were
receved as oracular, and proved a serious bar to advancement,
paradoxtcal as 1t may seem, for it was generally believed that nothing
could be added to his discoverics , and his opinions and teachings

ided—almost ruled dical thought for nearly ¥,300 years.
Yet hb Lnowlcdgc must have been very defective, for, as has been
p d, hus dissections were d to the lower animals, chicfly

of the Simian tribes; and all that he knew directly of ‘umaa
anatomy, was what he learned from the examination of two human
kel in the at Alexandri:

Shortly after the time of Galen, the world was enveloped in
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barbaric ignorance and gloom, and much of what had been gained
was again lost. The West was repeatedly invaded by the Hans,
Goths and Lombards, and for four hundred years, or more, the
medical world was enshrouded in ths pitchy cloud, through which
scarcely a my of light struggled. The forward march was resumed
by Actius, a pupil of the Alexandnan school, A.D. 530. At this
time there were several famous schools in Arabia, but, as buman
dissection was prohibited by the Mah dans, they did not
advance beyond their co-temporaries of the European schools.  It-ic
noticeable, however, that Avicenna, an Arabian, who was born A.D.
930, was the first to introduce chemustry into mechaine ; and, although
as we have seen, Hippocrates was the first who used obstetric
forceps, Avicenna was the first who described them. ‘Fhe probang
was invented by Albucasis in the 12th century. He was very fond
of the use, or rather the abuse of the actual cautery, and excelled his
predecessors in the roastings to which he subjected his unfortunate
patients.  The cautery, in those days, scems to have been used as
unreasoningly as was the lancet fifty years ago.

About the middie of the twelfth century, surgery was separated
from med:cine by an edict of the Council of Tours—a dark day for
surgery. At that time the practice of the healing art was almost
excinsively in the hands of the pnests ; and as they were forbidden
to shed blood, as was of necessity done in operations, the practice of
surgery fell into the hands of the wneducated laity—the barbers,
tinkers and cobble:s of those days. Another pened of darkness
in the department of surgery was the inevitable result.

‘The study of anatomy had long been neglected.  The teachers
of those days were mere blind leaders of the blind—recourse was
again had to charms and 1ncantations, to unguents and plasters.
The use of the ligature was neglected or forgotten, and the cautery
Was again resorted to, and, although the College of Surgeons was
founded in Pans in A. D.1271, little advance was made fornearly 300
years. The art of printing was discovered about 1450, and this most
important art contributed greatly to the advancement of medical
science Tt was not, however, until the beginming of the sIxteenth cen-
tury, that a trae revival of scientific knowledge began; and the
Sllldy of . d by H P hilus and E many
hundred years bcfon., was resumed as the only basis of correct
medical knowledge. As might have been capected, a change
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amounting to a revolution took place, and the name of the illus-
trious Frenchman, Ambrose Pare stands vut 1n bold ¢ mef, as ihe
monument of a new era.  Pare revived the use of the igature, in
the face of tremendous opposition, but, as fire arms were then used
in vaar, and, as & consequence, amputations had to bLe frequently
resorted to, the great surgeon trivmphed. He had truth on his
side , and sooncr or later truth must prevail. I may rematk e
dentally, that Pare was only saved from the massacre of St. Bar-

hol by the § \ ions of the cruel h who per-
mitted that homid butchery of the best and noblest of his subjects.
Asa il of 1 study, the ! of the

lood was discovered by the inmortal Harvey, in 1619.  This was,
doubtless, the greatest discovery of the age, and, if we, as Britons,
point proudly to that great name, our pride 15 surely laudable.

Towards the close of the 17th century, Chamberhin so much
improved the obstetric forceps, that he is almost cntitled to the
credit of their invention.  Previous to his time, all the forceps that
we have any account of, were jomed by a fixed hinge.—If it 15
sometunes exceedingly difficult to apply the scparated blades, what
must it have been to apply them united ?

The great discovery of the value of vaccination by Jenner in
1775, has been the means of saving thousands, aye mullions of lives,
and of preventing an inconceivable amount of human suffering,
and the discoveries of his great Scotch cotemporary, Hunter, are
sufficient to mark the close of the 18th century as an era of great
mental activity and achicvement,

It wiil be remarked that I have drawn more upon the depart-
ment of surgery than medicme for illustrations , the reason 15 ob-
vious. Surgery was much carhier guided by an approach to fixed
prirciples than medicine, indeed it 15 not untl after the discovery
of the airculation of the blood in 1619 that anything hike defimte
principles were established.  Previously physicians kept ther andi
vidual panciples,—if they had any —and their remedics, and modes
of treatment to themselves. It s true there were the theones of
the Hi lists and Solidists, the Methodists and Eclectics, and of
those who classified disease as cither sthenis or asthenic, this being
the nearest approach to prnciples, and certainly simplified diag:
nosis and treatment. A disease being referred to 1ts class was in-
variably treated in the first, or sthenic class, by depressants, in the
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other by stimul. Up to comparatively recent times physicians
mued up therr matena medica with the occult sciences, witch-craft,
and demonology, and depended more upon dreams, charms, incan-
tattons, and the touch of royal and other privileged personages than
upon matenia medica properly s called.

‘The Pharmacy of catly days was rude in the extreme, and
compnsed all the abomsnations of & witches' cauldron. The flesh,
blood, brains and excrenient of birds, mammals and reptiles were
freely presenbed ; and such vegetable agents as were cmployed
were of the most violent drastic character, and in the crudest form,
The art of the Apotheeary was unk and chemistry unheard of.
Rbazes and Avicenna, two Arabian Physicians, introduced chem-
istry into medicine about A. D., 1,000, and from that time Phar-
macy has improved untit the refinements of the present day has
sesulted as an era of wonderful achievement.

Coming now 1o our own mwore immediate time, how are the
medical men of our day discharging the great trust transmitted to
them? Has the mantle of the illustrious past fallen upon our
times 7 Without arrogance we think it has. If the resources of
the 19th century are boundless,—these resources have all beon
utilized ; and, as a natural consequence, great stnides onward have
been taken, The surgery of our day has become eminently con-

d ly eclectic. The limb that 50

servative—the as
years ago would unt ly have been amp d, is now re-
stored to usefulness. The feverstncken patient, who weuld have
been bied, bhstered, and purged off the face of the earth, is now,
by the adoption of a more rational treatment, nourished and re-
stored to health, The d y of chi by Simp has
banished, never to return, the implements of torture of the opera-
ting table , the sight and adyustment of which were enough te appall
the stoutest hearted pauent. I have secen operations and have
operated without chloroform, and, of course, with it, and I can as-
sure you, gentlmen, that it 1s necessary to expenence the difference
in order to be 1n a position to nghtly estimate this priceless boon.
Great improvement has also been made recently in the mode
of performing capital operations, and m the manner of controlling
hage, by the sut of metallic lig: and acupres-
sure, for the old methods.  But, notwitt ding all that has bLeen
gained— notwithstanding the marvelous revelations of the micro-

Jos
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scope and chemistry—notwithstanding that the minute structure of
the * fearfully and wonderfully wrought" human frame has been un-
ravelled ithstanding that the function of every organ has been
interrogated our work s far from done—progress must still be our
watchword, “ Excelsior ” our motto.

‘The indications of the present time point t0 SANITARY SCIENCE
as the fruitful ficld where fresh Jaurels are to be won.  The Propiy-
lazxis of disease rather than its treatment is likely to absorb the
attention of the best aunds of our ime.  The discoverer of 2 means
whereby the ravages of the remamning cxanthemata and cholera
may be prevented, will deservedly occupy a niche high m the Tem-
ple of Fame, and he who contributes to cause only one case of
disease to appear, where two formerly existed, i surely more de-
serving of being considered a benefactor of his race, than he who
causes ““ two blades of griss to grow ” where only one grew before.

One word in conclusion. The path of progress is still strewn
with thorns.  The blind prejudice of the ignorant ever has been,
and still is, the worst foc to advancement. Medical science, like
ail other science, is sadly hampered by the lack of a more general
and higher order of intelhgence, capable of appreciating and
seconding the cfforts of its promoters, May we induige the hope
that our admirable school system will prove a powerful aid m this
direction, and that 1t will materially ard 1n remedymng this glanng
defect? To the cducated and refined alone need the Physician
look for generous appreciation, and a full recogmuon of his pro-
fessional worth and social status.

———————— -

ON THE ADVANTAGES OF ETHER OVER CHLORO-
FORM AS AN AN/ESTHETIC AGENT.

BY R. H. CAREY, M.D., (HARVARD) LUNEXBURG, N. S.

The use of h in surgical op has been, I nught
almost say, co-existent with the science of surgery.  Phny men-
tions that mandrake root steeped in winc was usually gwen 10 per-
sons about to undergo surgical treatment, in order to produce
insensibility ; whilst Apulinus speaks of its use by crimnals before
recciving punishment.
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‘The Chinese, more than 1,500 years ago, used a prepatation of
hemp or mayo to annull the pain attendant upon cautenzation-
Palleyn, in 1579, mentions the possibitity of putting patients who
were to be cut for stonc into a “ trance or temible dream,” by the
usc of mandrake.

Again, John Baptista Porta, of Naples, in his work on \htum\
Magic, (1597) speaks of a qui d from med by
a sommferous menstruum, the nature of which he does not explain.
This was kept in }eaden vessels perfectly closed “lest the auna
should escape, for the medicine would vanish away. When it is
used, the cover being removed, it is applied to the nostrils of the
patient, who draws in the most subtile power of the vapou by
smelling, and so blocks up the fortress of the sense, that he s
plunged into the most profound sleep, and cannot be soused without
the greatest effort,”—adding rathes quauntly, that “ things are plain to
the skilful physician, but unintelligible to the wicked.”

In Middleton's tragedy of “Women beware Women,” pnblished
in 1657, there is the following passage . I'll imatate the pties of old
surgeons. 'To this lost limb, who ¢’er they show therr art, cast one
asleep, then cut the diseased part.”

Dr. Snow suggests that the evanescent substance referzed to by
Porta was sulphuric ether, which had been deseribed more fully
fity years before Porta’s book appeared. Compression on the
Nerves, by Dr Moore, n 1784, Nitrous Oxide, by Sie Humphrey
Davy, 1n 1800 ; and Carbonic Acid Gas, by Dr. Heckman, in 1828,
were the agents in tae jatter part of the last and the beginning of this
century, considered most usefut in producing anwsthesia,

In 1846, sulphuric cther was first used in Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital to prevent the pain of an operation, and during the
Latter part of the same year, was extensively used in England and
America.  After the lapse of about a year, Dr. Simpson, of Edin-
burg. discovered the hetic propertics of chloroform, and used
itin bis own department, that of midwifery , since then chlorororm
has been the anwsthetic most employed by Brtish Surgeons.  The
advantages of chloroform over ether are, 1st. Its more agrecable
¢dour; znd. Its more rapid results, and 3td. The tesser bulk of
chloroform required to produce anwesthesta.

In the truth of the flest and third of these so-called advantages,
every one will coincide ; concerning the second, “that it is a more




332 The Canada Lancet.

rapid anasthetic” I am inclined to consider it a rather doubtful
benefit, since it undoubtedly kolds true that mpid anaxsthesia
Ithough plete, 1s g lly of very short duration, so that the
patient may recorer his sensibility as rapidly as he lost it. This
scldom occurs when the anwsthetic has taken cffect 1n a slower man-
ner, and may be explaned by supposing that a volum.e of the blood
first charged in the lungs, passes to the brain and narcotizes the
paticat, and that the blood remaining in the extremtics, as yet un-
influenced by the vapour, will, if the process of narcotization be
arrested, in 1ts tumn flow through the bran, and thus revive the
patient. It will thercfore be apparent that a more protracted
inhalation, such as is the case with sulphuric ether, ensures the
gradual and complete saturation of the whole circulatory sj stem, and
that in consequence a more durable and profound state of anxes-
thesia, and more satisfactory for surgical purposes, 1s obtained.

There are some other inconveniences incident upon the use of
chloroform, such as its tendency to excorate mucous surfaces when
applied to them, often producing senous effects, such as sloughing.

But the great objection to the use of chloroform, and one that
ments the grave consideration of every surgeon, is its tendency to
produce death. Thc fatal cases resulting from its use, have been
50 numcrous and jincontrovertible, that we are not surprised to sce
its most strenuous advocates decrying > too general use, and
advising certain restrictions 1 its exhibition. By the very rapudity
of its action, chloroform causes death by paralysis of the heart or
overloading of that organ.  This 1s especully the case where fatty
degeneration of  the heart exists, and in these cases all are resolved
that 1t should never be used.  Butn how many instances do we
find that the pwt mortems alone reveals the presence of disease

indicating the use of chl ?

Again, its advocates have always taken special pains to impress
the fact, that except in the hands of experts, chloroform is always
dangerous.  This X conceive one of the strongest arguments against
its usc. How many of those who have been disciples of its
champion, Dr. Simpson, have had whilst under his tuition the
amount of experience in its exhibition necessary to quahfy them for
proper administrators of it?  And how often does 1t occur that
they are called upon to use it now? So that they can hardly be
saud to posess the amount of confidence and experience requisite t0
warrant perfect safety in the admnistration of chloroform,
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On the other hand, certain conditions being fuliilled, sulphunc
cther 1s of all ancesthetics the <afest, and therefore the onty one
worthy of ¢ntuc confidence  These conditions are pure cther, not
oaidised through imperfect corking, containing no alcohol, sulphu-
rous acid or volatile oils, the presence of which s apt to produce
imperfect ctherization and cause bronchial imtation.  When ether,
free from these impurities, is administered, statistics of 1ts use
demonstrate its perfect safety  The committec appomted sore
years ago by the \hsw.chumu \chlcal Society to report upen

h state most unh ingly, that a * death really atinbu-
table to the mbalation of sulphuric ether has yet to be recorded,”
and quote m suppost of this statement several cminent authonties,
both 1n Furope and America.

In 1857 it was affinned that, in the civil and hospital pracuice
of the aity of Lyons, ether was exclusively used for eight years con-
secutively, and that during that period no deaths from the mhalation
of anxsthenes occnred, and this assertion was substanuated by
teference to the Civie Registry  Again, from the fitst admimstra-
tion of sulphuric ether in Boston, to the present time, where 1t has
been used 1 some thousands of cases, no fatal consequences have
followed.

From the frequent deaths from chloroform, a healthy spint of
enquiry has been excited amongst even its most strenuous sup-
porters, and we find such men as Ricord and Enchsen veighing
agamnst its use, the former speaking of its exhilation as an accudent
that compheated an operation, the latter staung that “when a
patient was fully under chioroform, he was on the verge of death.”

Enchsen again in his Science of Surgery states very plamly the

reasons for the use of chi He says, inly cther 1s a safer
ngcm than chloroform, wo death having as yut resulted from s
and the only ary in favour of the use of chloro-

form over cther is: chloroform is the most cumienient agent, its
effects being produced more quickly and nu disagrecable smell lefe
behind, as 15 the cose with ether  In fact we use chloroform
Preference to cther, on the same principle that mduces us to wncur
the increased risk of an express, rather than submit to the stower
but safer progression of 3 parliamentary train. In a note to Drutt’s
Chapter on anxsthetics he quotes on the authonity of the {Famens-
ter Review that the total number of deaths from chioroform up to
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Dec. 1858, were 685 those from ether, 2. On z=ference, however,
to the article by the author’s own showing, the deaths ascribed to
cther were not immediate, one surviving the operation 16 and the
other 19 hours, which, together with the gost mertem appearancss of

\ these alleged cases, render it exceedingly impossible to prove that
cther was in any vay connected with the fatal results.

With an apparent strong predilection for chloroform, Dr. Druitt
is obliged to conicss, which he does in a verv emphatic manner,
that ether is certainly, to say the least, a much safer apmsl):-:lic.

In an cditorial article in the Ancrican Medical Times for 1860,
reference is made to the constantly recurring deaths from chloro-
form, mostly from paralysis or ovcrloadmg of the acart, and whilst
armaigning what are termed the i of cther, it confc
the feelny of i ity in the exhibition of chl gaining
ground, and mentions the fact of the propricty of its use, being a
question raised by the Medical Beard of Bellevue College Hospital,
and at the same time remarking on its exclusion from the New York,
Pennsylvania, and M h General Hospital

Taking everything into considerauon, therefore, it does not ap-
pear Xo me that the tnvial advantages of agreeable odour and greater

for the deleterious and deadly cfiects of
ch!orofom, :\nd docs seem a strange and sad confession on the part
of its votarics to say in effect that it can’t be Cenied that
it is dangcrous, but then it is so very convenient.

It may be said that, wath proper precaution and skilfully ap-
phed, 1t 1s comparatively barmiless, but how often have fatal effects
followed its sdministration by its very discoverers; how often,
especially in country practice, must the care of ctherization be con-

fided to stud unapt in its admuni of its toxico-
Jogical proy sy dful of p iorary and unheed-
ing alamung symptoms. In’ conclusion, when we have a safe, or
stating the case less gly, a safer hetic than chlorofc i
is surely quite unjustifiable and highly reprehensible for surg 0

adhere so ngadly to the doctrines and dogmas of masters, no matter

how eminent, and reframn from using sulphuric ether on account of

1ts origin and odour, and exhibit chloroform, whose deadly properties
have but 1n too many instances merged the sleep of anzesthesia into
the “sleep of death.” ‘
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CASES IN PRACTICE.
BY W, 5. CHRISTOF, 3.D., ELESHERICN, ONT.

Case 1. EMPYEMA.—This according to authors may be true or
falseitrue when the pus is secteted by the pleura, and false when itre-
selts from the bursting of an abscess of the lung into the cavity of
the chest. In quantity it varies from a fuw ounces t0° many quarrs,
fifling the entire cavity of the chest, 1n quabty the pus in true em-
py«ina, varies from & genuine laudable pus, to a scro-purulent tluid,
whilst in Qalse crapyema, it partahes more of the expectoration
present.

I had a little patient some time ago, who proved very interest-
ng on account of the disease mentioned above. He was about
cight years of age.  Fle was attacked with Pncumonia of the left
lung, and was attended by Dr. Sproul of Markdale, who likewise
consulted with Dr. McGregor of Chatsworth. The case recewed
the utmost care and attention, but convalescence fuled to be es-
tablished, and the lad became gradually worse, Great patn over
the pubes with ditficult mictuntion set in. I was called merely to
give relief, to permit him to dic quietly, the other gentlemen’s ser-
vices having previously been dispensed with. I found the little fel-
low labouring under severe strangury ansing from the eifects of
Emplastrum Cantharides, which had been applied to the chest
Using the usual i i and demul he was soon
telieved.

About two weeks after this, or the 26th day of june,
when I made merely a fricndly call, I noticed a bulging of the left
side of the thorax, and an apparent powating of an abscess below
the nipple a litde anteriorly. Not having met with such a case in
my practice before, I was at a loss to know what to do. The pulse
being about 150, respiration rapid, with cough and emaciation, the
symptams generally hopeless, my first impulse was to et him alone,
without any attempt to reheve him. I had an stinctive dread to
perform paracentesis, lust by the itroduction of air to the cavity of
the chest, I should but hasten the wmpending dissolution. T had
read Dr. Oldright’s article in the April number of the Lances; his
cases were interesting and instructive, and rather strengthened my

S —
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desire to operate.  The following day with the consent of the
parents T did so, using a trocar and canula.  As the place was
i ly ind: d by the p i I bad no difficulty in selection.

. Having first used an explonng needle, I thrust in the trocar,
. and at every cxpiration a full column of scmi-purulent fhad was
thrown out, unul about three quarts altogether was discharged,
cmitting no unpleasant odour.  The nest step was not of easy s0-
lution.  Should I now wash out the cavity 2 Or would it be as well
to keep the aperture open and risk tile consequences? Or would it
be better to close it and re-open if necessary 2 Bang senvble that
1 would not be pernmitted to reopen st agan, 1 sought, contrary to
matured opinton, o keep 1t open, and to thiy end I had a shert
stlver tube made with am, under the supposition that I could keep
1t 1 situ with clastic bands around the chest, but in this I was mis-
taken j after one or two ctforts I failed, and relinguished it. T sadly
feared 1t would close, but m this was agrecably disappointed.
Whenever it became partially closed, and the discharge wisibly di-
minished in quantity, sts accumulation in the chest, would invan-
ably create cough. by which it was furubly expelied, and thus I was
happily spared further trouble on that point, the aperture being
kept sufficicndy open. It was difficult to ascertain the daily dis-
charge.  Dunng the fint fortmghy, it was rather large, then dimin-
1shed gradually, until about the sinth week when it ceased altogether.
When I lastsaw the fad, the chest was visibly flattened on the left
side, and the respiratory murmur notably lessened, but the cough
subsided, the strength returned, and he > now quite recovered. It
Wwas Wit no smail etfort the chdd’> srength was sustained.  Nutri
ments, to the eatent of the stumachs digestive powers were given,
compnsed chiefly of cream and beef tea, together with moderate
1 The medical tre: was, I confess, somewhat unique.
Tomi¢s and alteratives were to my mind indicated. 1 knew many
good ones, but always failed to make them sutficiently palatable for
children’s use. 1 had exbausted the matena medica on a little pa-
tient some ime before having hip disease, and although T was al-
ways rigidly opposed to anything like quackery, I was induced to
try that empirical preparation known as the Elixir Jodo-Bromide of
Calcum, by Tilden and Co., of New Lebanon,  The preparation is
very palatable and possessed of alterative and tonic properties, in.
dicated 1 thus discase. I gave it to her for a contmued period,
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with viible signs of imp “The appeti d, the ex
cessive discharge from the joint ceased, and my lintle patient wholly
restored with shortening only.  It’s true I used carbolic acid injec.
tions convintly.  Having this case so recently before my mind, 1
put the Jad on the same.  He took about one botte and a half of
it with the success I have named. T injected nothing whatever into
the cavity. Ii, thercfore, I had similar cases, I should miost cer-
winly favour the New Lebanon preparation, i it could be had. 1
am convinced that this was a case of false Empyema, for the flmd
from the spening and the expectoration, were similar It thescfore
must have been an abscess that opened into the cavity of the chest,
and I think this is further otabished from an incident occurring
during its collection in the lung. The little fellow was coughing
onc moming more than usual, and espectorated excessively, inso-
much thatan abscess larger or smaller, was supposed to have come
in contact with onc of the bronchi, and thus discharged itself. Ttgave
him much ease, it was however transient, for the expectoration
ceased, and the abnomal respiration, and generat dullness returned.
Now the larger expectoration at this time corresponding in char-
acter with the stll larger quantity rom pamcentesis— with the post
tive fact of the former conung from the lung—is I think proof
positive. This case proves, as far as one casc can do, that the
much ado about the introduction of air into the cavity of the chest
is absurd,  Here s a case in which the chest was so filled as to oc-
casion dullness over the whole of the side affected  In no part of
it was the voice conveyed to the e and the spmc Su,mnd to be
bent to date the superal accumulation , yct the dis-
charge ined unchanged n its ch cvopung in #ts later
stages, when 1t became clearer, with a few flakes of lymph in con-
necton, nothing of putridity was seen. It furthermore satisfics me,
that the great desideratum after paracentesis 15 had, is to heal the
pus-producing surfaces by admmistering drugs, p ing unyues-
tionable alterative and tomc properties, and for children, where
prolonged usc is necessary, those that arc palatable are the best.

Case II. ProTRUSION oF Tite StoMacH —] H Aged 20
was chopping with two.or three others, and was struck with the
lunb of a tree.  In ats descentit simck another tree, and Lroke,
leaving a somewhat rough, wedge-shaped point. ‘The force pushed
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it through the garments of the arm, and it entered the abdomen
rother obliquely, making a wound about five inches long. He
had received the injury about an hour betore I saw hiny.  Vomitiag
was present, and in consequence the stomach was thiust through
the peritoneum, and through the rough Jacerated wound, more and
more at each expulsive effort. T immediately endeavoured to re-
turn it, but ipulation only increased the iting and pain. I
therefore ordered warm cloths until I resolved what to do, for it
seemed to act like a strangulated hernia. I sent for Dr. Sproul of
Markdale, having parted from him only a short time before. He
however was longer arriving than I bargained for, and I procceded
without him. I first gave the patient a full dosc of morphine, to
quiet hir, and when he was considerably under its infl , Tcom-
menced the administration of chloroform, with the assistance of a
judicious friend, and when fully under its influence, I gave the
chloroform in his charge, and proceceded to return the stomach
but found it impossible, without enlarging ihe af I ac-
cordingly did so at once, and with quite an cffort succeeded in re-
turning the stomach ; this done, I hesitated 3 monient, as to the
paratively large quantity of feft. Must I return it?
Being satisfied the circulation through it was good, I returned it
e masse, and put m five or six sutures. I dressed the wound, ap-
plying plasters, at which stage Dr.Sproul arrived, and finished the
dressing by applying pad and roller ; ordered cold water dressings.
Hiccup was present from the first.  He was kept well under the
influence of morphine.  During the remaining part of the day (Jan-
uary 18th) he rested tolerably well.  On the 19th a. m., pulse 9o,
reaction fully established. Dr. Sproul saw him later, and informed
me that the symp were quite satisfactory. Ten o'clock p.m.,
fever very high, pulse running up rapidly.  Ordered an injection of
warm watcr, and used nitrate of potash in ten grain doses cvery
hour, until the fever was somewhat controlled.
20th. Under ths treatment the pulsc fell to 92 , thirst abated and
the temperature of the body was reduced. Continued the treatment,
gradually withdrawing the potash. Tympanitis was very trouble-
some, and I was afrad after all, the patient would sink  Ordered
‘enema of assafo:tida, and very weak soap suds. A good deal
of flatus escaped. [ was also obliged to use the catheter.
21st. § a. m. Called up. Patient reported worse. Repeated the




Cass in Practior. 339

cnema, used the catheter.  Noon, patient about the same, pulse go.
10 p. m,, dixtension of the bowel very great, but the pulse had fallen
to 85, notvithstanding consderable terderness over the abdomen.
Qrdered an encrod of tugpentine and awafetida i a pint of water,
This proved very benedaal, [ gave a hypodennic injection of mor-
phinc over the abdomen, and left hu for the night.

22nd. Patient much better ; perspiring freely, lympanitis gone,
pulse normal.  The wound was umted excepting one comer, where
pus is wuding stightly.  Dunay the treatment be has taken beef
tea in small quantitics honrly, I look for a successful termination,

NOTES ON OBSTETRICS.

BY T. W. KNAPP, M.D., ¥DIN., SACKVILLE, N. I.

PLACENTA PREVIA.

Case 1.—On the 11th of November, 1873, at about 2 o'clock,
2., 1 was requested by the husband of Mrs. A. to visit his wife, &
tall, thin, slight woman, aged 33, the mother of four children, and
whose labors had always before been natural.  He stated she was
about being confined, was very weak, and flooding. In order to
save time, Iswas driven by himself to his residence, a distance of
about amile.  On arriving at the door, I at once dispatched him for
brandy, there being none m the house  Upon enteting the patient’s
room, I found her lying on her back, her face pinched, anxtons, and
blanched, her etremitics cold, and her pulse eatremely weak and
tremulous.  Her night dress and the clothes of the bed were com-
pletely saturated with blood.  She stated she had had no pains and
no uterine contractions could be felt when the hand was placed
over the uterus.  She was thought to have been about eight months

pregna I was infc 1 the flooding d about a week
Previously, but only continued a short time.  An examination, per
tazinam cnabled me to distingish the pl which pied a

position directly over the os wuter, the latter being flacaid and
dilated to about one fourth of its full extent, and the former scpar-
ated from the cervix to the extent of about two inches, the detached
Sortion being nearly opposite the right hip joint. The head of the
foetus was the prasenting part—th b were 4. As
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the patient refused to submit to an operation before the return of her
husband, T was forced 1o con'ent mysell with the adnunistration of
ergot of rye in powder, gr. ax., with boray, and an occasional dose
of the aromatic spints of ammonia, the vuly sumsulant I had with me.
Tae delay, about ten minutes, nearly proved fatal, as a few minutes
before his retumn she passed into a state of syncope, from which she
was with difficulty roused by the application of strong ammoua lo
the nostals, and frction to the eatremities, &¢.  Immediately upon
the return of the husband, half «n ounce of brandy was given with
water i divided purtivns by means of a teaspoon, the patient’s head
baving to be hept low. I at once turned and delivered.  The
hand passed anto the uterus wath the greatest case, and the mem-
branes 2ot bemyg ruptured until afier ts introduction, the vperation
was performed very quickly,  The whole tune coukd not have occu-
pied over two mumiites, iicluding the removal of the placenta, which
I at once eatracted without naiting to tie and diside the cord.  The
uterus contracted firmly, and a0 perceptible flovding ocweurred dunng
the delivery.  The mother made a spevdy and goud recovery. At
first the chiid did not breathe, bat by using the ordinary means was
soon resuscitated.

Revarhs.—I am aware the Jaw Sir James Simpson advocated the
separauon of the placeniain placeof tummngincases of placenia pravia.
Without w1shing to oppose views, adsanced by so high wn authonty, 1
can only say I have diways rexaited Lo turming in such cases, 1
have huberto lost no mothers.  Oa account of the luss o blood
rendenng the os utert soft end yiclding, turning 1> generally iy
performud.  In e preseit nslante tis patient mbaied ae she
had hud no pains from the cummenceinent, and 1 should, it s lughly
probable, hase had tw deiver by tanung had T fist separated the
placenta, which wow'd have been doubtless fatal to the child and
most probabuy also to the muthier, i her exbausted state, as in separ
ating the placenta I would must dkedy bave suptuiad tis incmbranes,
and thus rendered the delivery mucis more difficule

Cases 1T aND HE—Two Labouks OCCURRING IN THE MME
WoMAN, COMPLICATED WITH FIBRUUS-TUMOUR.

Mrs. B, aged 33, who muscamned in ber fint pregnancy, at the
second month, sumnwied fi (o ettend her late o the evening of
the 215t June, 1371, As the 05 uicnt was not dilated on my arival,
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and I had other mattets of an urgent nature requinag my attenton,
Dr. Willlam Knapp, a junior brother, took charge of the case for
me. I did not see her again until the evening ot the 22ad, when 1
found the os fully dilated and 'the membranes entwe, The pamns
were strong and regular T at once ruptured the membranes, and
m about an hour the labour had adianced to the nuddie of s
sccond stage, when, though the pains ~till continued strong, 1t made
no turther progress,  ‘The fundus and body of the uterus were very

and the abd as much distended as m twin cases.
After waiing fully an hour, and finding that the head remained
stationary, ha¥ing firt evacuated the bludder and rectmn, 1
deltsered her by means of forceps of a living, full- gronn child.  Lhe
uterus Gid not contract, but, or external cxaminastiun, was found to
be vety hard, A considerable interval hating elapsed, and no
expuistve eftorts bewmz made, I cautiously passed my hand mto the
uterus and found the placenta atached fugh up to she fundus and
posterior w.als of the organ and 1 hasd unyielding tumour mbedded
1 ats posterior panctes, which extendud fiom a Jutle above the
cervia to the insertion of the lower vdge of the placenta, causing the
latter to occupy a decp hollow bLehind it Consequently, s the
placenta could have heen detached by the utemne contractions, 1
would hive to pass over the upper consen surface of the tumour
before being evpelled  On this account I was compelicd to remove
1t by means of the hand  No hemorrhage tollowed, and the uterus
contracted to the extent permtted by the tunaur, the upper portion
of which still occupied 2 positron abuut midway betneen the umbils
<us and ensiforn cartilage 1 1liagnosed e tumour o be tivrous.
Notwithstanding the complication aused by the tunour, the patient
made 2 favourable fecovery.

On the 17th of December, 1872, T was agaun called upon to
attend Mrs B [ found her in t! ¢ first stage o labour, the o~ uien
about two-thirds dilated, the pains strong, and the membraes enure,
the nates presenting.  The labour advanced unul 1t had reached

the same stage as the first 1hours, when as before, the pans ceased |

to have any influence in advancing it, on account of the resntance
caused by the tumour restrahaing the expulbsive cftorts ot the uteras
T consequently brought down the feet and deinerad her of a strong,
healthy boy. I had the same difticulty with the placenta as on the
previous occasion.  The tumour had not increased in size since her
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last confinement. On the tgth of December, I was swnmoned
hastily to sce her, and found her suffering from severe pain in the
abdomen. ‘The uterus was contracted to the extent admitted by the
wmour, but was tender when presied upon. The abdomen was
tympamtic.  She had vomited several times,  The pulse was rapid
and tongue dry and coated.  Respiration hurried.  Lochia scanty.
Prescnibed pulvis opn in half grain d®ses every four hours, and
flannel cloths saturated with equal pasts of turpentine and warm
water were apphed to the abdomen, to have hight diet and injections
of warm water per ragnam. zoth—Has kept down the powders,
and the paw has fete the abdomen, which is stll tympanitic,
Ordered & turpentine eneina, which greatly relieved the distention,
If the pan returns, to take the powders as before. 21st.—Has
diarrheea, but tympanitis has subsided.  Ad d starch enema
with tmct. opy, which remained up some hours, dunng which she
was very comforta de. 2zad —As she is St feverish, and there is
shght drarrhaa ¥ prescribed hquor ammon. acetatis 3ss, morph.
sulph. gr. ¢ every four hours.  24th.—Appetite returning, and bet-
ter 1 every respect.  She has been taking tinct. ferri. mwr. since
yesterday, and chichen broth with nice.  As she scemed improving
rapidly, I discontinued my wisits.  28th Dec.—As she was suffering
from severe pawr in the spine, caused probably by the pressure upon
the ncrves, I was called i agam, and relicied her with morph.
sulph. I continued to attend “er untit the 1st of January, and
finding kLer again convalescent, prescribed equal parts of acid
hydrochlor. dil. and acid mitric dit. to be given 10 doses of twenty
drops 1n a wine-glass fuli of infusion of cinchona fer in die. I again
left off attending her, directing her husband to send for me if she did
not continue to improve. The only other treatment was the substi-
tution of a lotion contamning one purt of carbolic acid to forty of
water, to be used as a vagmal 1njection, in place of the wann water.

£ saw ner husband several tmes after I had ceased to attend her,

and he always informed me she was doing well.  About three weeks

2380, however, I was informed by some of her husband’s near con-
nections, that Mrs. Cardy, a female Dr., and a Dr. Flemming, who
has only been a short ime in Sackwille, had visited her and had a
consultation about her case, and that 1 had been much censurcd by
them on account of- the powerful medi I had employed,
especially the use of turpentine.
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REMARKABLE CASE OF TETANUS AND SELF-MUTILA-
TION.

BY J. M. HART, M.D., CAMBRAY.

Was called on the 7th Dec. tosce T H et 19 Al the muscles
of the trunk were ngidly contracted, as were also those of the neck
and jaw, there was complete opisthotonos, severe paroxysms oc-
cumng at short mtervals, when the jaws were firmly clenched and
the body bent backward to form a complete arch  The counten-
ance was expressive of much pain and anguish ; the features were
fined and convulsed at times, and at no time could he separate the
tectn more than %% aninch  The head was thrown backward and
the abdominal muscles were extremely rigid ; pulse about go , respi-
rations occastonally difficult; intellectual faculties clear ; skin
clammy. On making enquiry I was informed that about a week
previously he had recewved an njury 5 a punctured wound of the
knee, situated at the lower margin of the patella cansed by striking
the knee aganst the tooth of a cross.cut saw  There had been
considerable swelling at first, which subsided in a few days. On
making pressuce above the wound a paroxysm was at once produced

Gave the patient hydsarg submur, grs. x. and put him on pot.
iodidt grs. v together with 3ss. of tr. cannabis indica every
hour. Ordered a poultice to be applied to the wound There
w3§ sotne tenderness of the spine, and a bladder of pounded ice was
apphed. Dict nounshing, consisting of eggs, milk, beef ext. &c.

Dec. gth, morming —General condition of patient much as
before , has rested better at times, but 1s frequently awskened by 2
violent paroxysm. Gave a large dosg of chloral hydrate, and pro-
posed dividing the nerve above the wjury ; buc the patient and his
father dissented. I then asked for a consultation, and my esteemed
fiiend, Dr. Hermman of Lwndsay, was called in  Evening.—Again
visited patient 1 company with Dr. Herriman; has slept com-
fortably for some tiae after taking chlorat, vomits frequently ; has
hiccup, We decided on dividing the injured nerve. Dr. Herri-
man accordingly placed the patient fully under the influence of
chloroform, and 1 made a A shaped mcision above the wound, di-
vided all the structures frecly down to the upper margin of the pa-
tella. After he recovered from the infiucnce of the chloroform he
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seemed better.  Pressure above the wound did not now produce a
paroxysm. He was then put on chloral hydrate grs. 15 every four
hours; pot. 10dids, and cannabis ndica, as before, gave an cnema
of solution of tobucco, which relaxed the atdominal muscles, re
heved the hiccup, and pain in the region of the diaphragni , to meet
Dr. Herriman in the morning,.

Dec. 1oth.-Pauent has been more comfortable , paroxysms not
quite 50 frequent nor so severe,  Treatment continued . sent to ‘To-
ronto for calabar bean. and nicotine.

Dee. x1th.—Fauent more comfortable, with the exception of
o very severe paroxysms shortly after midnight, comphains of the
tce to his back, disconunued its use , tobacco to be used every 6
hours.

Dec. 12.—Patient continues to improve ; has-had two or three
severe paroxysms during the night about the same time as the night
before.  As there appeared to be something periodic in their ac
currence, I left a couple of powders of Quinia. sulph. Calabar bean
and nicotie amved ; gave 34 gr. eat. calabar bean every four hours ;
did not use nicotime, as the tobacco appeared to answer every
purpose.

Dec. 13th.—Patient has been tolerably comfortable, appetite
mproving , not so much ngtdity of trunk , abdominal muscles much
relaxed ; can open s mouth better.

1 made a discovery this morning which, had I known it at an
carlicr date,, and before wprovement began, would have scrved to
very matenally affcct my prognosts. It appears that a few deys be
fote he injured his huee, he had Leen chmbing over a high il
fence, and when on the top rad, shipped, andin falling was caught
by a shver, which entered the sgrotum, and made a long rent, through
which the nght testicle protruded. He said nothing about the
matter ; but according to hus statement, i a day or tyo the testicle
tumned black, and he hgatured the cord en masse, and cut the tes
ticke off.  As improvement had sct w, and there was no tenderness
1n the region of the scrotum, 1 merely ordered a poultice to be ap-
plied, and continued the same treatment.

Dec. 14th.—Pauent much as when visited yesterday

Dec. 15th.—Continues to improve.

Dec. 17th.—Patient does not appear so well ; has had several
paroxysms, though not of a very scvere character, appetite not 50
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good , bowels were not moved yesterday ; ordered a copious enema
of s0ap and water ; some tendemess of scrotum and stump of cord,
which is quite hard ; poultice to be kept warm, same treatment
continued.

Dec. 18th.—~Visited patent today in company with Dr. Herri-
man. Patient more comfortable, applied to wound 1 scrotum, ung.
ant. tart. with a view to causing a discharge.

Dec. zoth.—Patiemt much improved in every way, all the
muscles much relaved; general health good.  He has continued to
imprave up to the 6th Jan. when he was able to go around the
house with ease. I have not seen hum since ; but was informed by
his father the other day that he was quute welt.

AMENDED MEDICAL ACT.

To the Editor «t the Cavada Lancot.

S1R,—So far as ¥ can Jearn there scems to be a fixed and grow-
ing want of confidence in the execuuive abilities of the Medical
Council prevalent among the profession By Act of the Provincial
Legiclature, a corporation has been brought mnto enistence whose
speciat duty it is, or should be, to ¢fectually guide and guard our
interests  How far 1t ‘does so has long been a fair question. and 1§
now 2 question of great import.  The Council, 1n the Act of 1869,
provided a fiest agproxunation only 10 what was required n the way
of legislation.  If the penal or any other clause 1s found to be inef-
fectual through lack of means provided theremn to make 1t efficient,
itis the pun duty of the Council to secure such amendment. They
at the same time desire 1o increase the revenues of the College by
an annual assessment of not more than $3 per annum on each of
its 1528 members.  Strange to say, they make the amendment of
the penat clause contingent upon obtuming this annual heence fee as
though there were some necessary connection between the two.
This, in the words of a circular sent out by the Registrar, apparently
the expression of the Exccutive C the oftensi
form of the plain threat, *“it must be distnctly understood that if a
&neral disapproval of the ¢ Annual Licence * clauses should lead to
their being withdrawn, the * Penal Clauses” wll be withdrawn like-
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wise.” There's coercion for you ! It would be well for the profes-
sion to give the Exccutive Comnnttee to understand that the days of
terrorism are over. Let them go a few steps further and they will
levy black-masl on us.  If the Counail can secure an Amended Act
with a satisfactory penal clause zef% the * Annual Licence,” why can
they not sccure 1t zitkont 18?2 1s the imphcation that the * almghty
dollar” 15 to have its ommpotence tned upon M.P P's?  Ifnot
why can’t the Licence clauses stand upon thee own merits? - When
the Council can show us by aefs that they indeed guard our interests
efficiently it wilt be time for them to ask fur a pecuniary eapression
of d 1 their ad trattve ability, but until then, in grant-
ing 1, we would be but gwving a premum to those who shurk duty,
and every ncw attempt at sccuring our nghts might be made the
oceaston of securing a fresh bonus.  Let the, in many respects good,
Act of 1809 be still further approaimated to our wants, and should
the Council (having thereby sccured our confidence and deserved
our grattude) require & greater income, it will be forthcoming, and
that with no niggard hand.

The ments of the Annual Licence clause are fairly question-
able. At a nearly full meeung of the Council on the srth July,
1872, the Committee apponted to prepare a synopsis of the amend-
ment necessary to the Medical Act adsised (among other things)
* Jessemng the nuraber of the Council and Examnners” but this was
expunged forthwith and the report was otherwise adopted.  They
then threw overboard one plan for diminishug the present expen-
sive working.  Hitherto $10 has been the fee for registation which
we accepted in good faith as sufficient for life bership.  But
now a demand for $2 per annum, it may be $3, is made upon us.
It requires $25 invested at aight per cent. per annum, to  produce
$2, or $37.50 to produce $3, so that the Council wirtually is putting
on an additional Tegistration fec of, say $30. And for this we have,
what? Why, nothing but a rotten promisc that they will Zen #ry
to obtam for us what we are enutled to already at the hands of the
Council.  For myself, before confiding further I want a substantial
and unquestionable gurd pro quo. If the students in mass meeting
want to know what they are paywng for, so does the profession in
practice. If the Council resentthe “threat” of the students to
absent themselves from examination in April, so well may we as
constituents rescnt the threat of our represcntatives that they will
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not present our rights before the legishiure unless we yield their
pecumary demand.

1t must be admitted that the action of the Council hitherto has
been very much more in favor of giving substantial advantages to
the several Medicat Colleges than of legislating for the benefit of the
profession throughout the country. It has always scemed to me
that each meeting of the Council has heen managed by those pecu-
niarly interested 1n the welfare of the teaching colleges  As a single
example of this there was passed on the r2th of July, 1872, the
following resolution: * ‘That afier this date no certificate of pupilage
or of attendance upon lectures i any college shall be recognised as
vahd unless the sume be signed by a duly registered practiuoner,
cxcept in Chemustry and Botany.” ‘This in cffect amounts to
this —certificates signed by men of as high professional standing
as Gross, Thomas, Sayre, Spencer Wells, Simpson, Virchow or Robin
are not valid, while those of teachers of merely local celebrity are to
be pted.  Hence stud are pelled to obtain, by payment,
the requisite certificates from some one-horse provincial institution,
and then when the provinaial college has bied his pocket as fully as
it can, he may seck a higher traming from masters of the heaiing ant
clsewhere.  Thatis a precious exception: “except in Chemistry
and Botany ,* venly, there must have been a professor at the elbow
of the wniter of that resolution, so wel! does it apply to Ontario
Colleges.  Were the interest as direct, doubtless the regulation “ he
must attend the practice of 2 General Hospital for cighteen months”
would read thus . * He must attend the practice of an Ontario
General Hospital.” Oz pager the requisite “ Two courses of six
wmonths cach on clintcal medicine and chnical surgery,” reads well,
but de facto, the Council has 1n the past, year after year, admitted to
its examinations, students ex masse scores of whom were never at a
single chinic and are perfectly innocent as to how they are conduct-
ed.  Why don’t they say night out that all are required to avail them-
sclves of the mag chnteal ad ges of Toronto General
Hospital and the Dispensary on York  Sweet, while students
who have served years on the intem staff of Guy’s Hospital shall not
enter the cxamunation Hall of the C.P. & S.°. It would only be
consistent with the certificate regulation.  The Hospital regu-
htion is notso worded and the reason is obvious. You have,
yourself, Mr. Editor, altcady called attention to the monstrous

| :
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anomaly of requiring @ M.R.C.S. Eng, (¢ ), to pass the examination
of the Councl with which this 1s of a piece.  Would it not be well
that the representaives of constituents at some distance from the
collegiate centres see to 1, that regulattons are not prompted by
and framed in the interest of schools,

Allow me to say, m concluding. sir, that my remarks are not
the result of a spint of querulous fault-finding, but spring trom a
hearty good will for the advancement of the profession in Ontario.
As your pages are read by professional eyes only, I deemed them
more sttable for catictsm than the columns of a daily to which I
notice that others are now daily resorting.

I am, sir, resp.cifully yours,

A, Hasarros,
Mitibrook, O., Feb. 224, 1373.

To the EAItr of the Casaza Lascer.

Dear Str,—In the Lancet for January Tobserve youhave seen
proper to pronounce upon what you term a * breach of professional
ctiquette,” as between my>elf and De. Philp of this village.  Per-
haps it would have better served the canse of trath and fair play be-
tween bers of our noble prof . i a ltle care had been
taken to ascertain the facts before pronouncing an unqualified con-
demnation of the course pursued by me i this so-called <catlet-
fever case.  The fly-sheet, 1ssued by Dr. Philp, upon the strength
of which your remarks scemed to be based, I regarded with perfect
indifference, as I was well aware that in this community it could do
no harm whatever, and the sequel proves this true, for the effects of
that wonderful production were and are perfectly né/, but when,
through your article 1t became spread throughout the profession, I
have deemied 1t my duty to make an explanation of the case. It
must be bered that the exci in this ity was ex-
ceedingly great, owing to the prevalence of small-pox in an adjoin-
ing neighborhood.  The conduct of Dr. P. 1n this case, in not al-
lowing persons to o in, and his own scrupulous care not to camy
the contagion to lus fanuly, rased the suspicion, that notwithstanding
he had pronounced the disease searletfever, 1t might after ail be the
much dreaded small-pox.  As I was wated upon by the father of
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the deceased, and subsequently by the Reeve of the Township, and
urgently requested for the purpese of pub ic peace and safety, to ¢
aminc the body. I could nolonger regard the mutter with indiffer-
ence, and therefore reluctantly complicd.

1f some more agrecable man had been my cnfrere, 1 should
have thought 1t better 10 have requasted him to accompany me, but
under exsting circumstances, deemed it annecessary  The body
presented no outward »igns of having died of scariet-fever, and from
information given me regarding the symptoms of the discase, 1 was
Ted 10 the concluston that she died of neither smaltpos nor scatlet
fever, and {, by no means, pronounced dogmatically that she died of
diphtheria.

The interview, of which such a flourish is made, was simply ne
interview atall.  Dr. P. met nie on the street, and in a vesy g\eltcd
and incoherent manner ked fessionally perh:
afew words passed in quick :ucc:.\uon without any d(‘ﬁnllu n:sull
save, I presume, hisdctermination, in professional digaity tyle @)
10 expose me throngh the medium’ of a ly.sheet.

T would not perhaps i the present case, have exceeded the
limits of my power, 1f instead of merely visiting the body as I did,
Thad regarded the importance of the general fecling, and in the
cxercise of my official functions, have ordered an mquest and post
noriem,

My standing with the bers of the profession in this section
is t00 well known to require any mention from me in this paper, and
if the circulation of your periodical were confined to them alone,

there would be no necessity for the explanation now given.

T am sorry, therefore. to be (ON')t“Ld to trouble the profession
with this matter—of merely local interest - but justice to myself and
1o them demands it, and in the interests of both 1 have to respect-
fully request the publication of these statements in the Lanaet.

Yours respectfally,
O. SKINNER

WVaterdown, January 29th, 1873.

[Dr. Skinner's own letter adimits all we charged him with, and
I anything were wanting to complete the picture, 1t has been added
by the learned gentleman himself in referring to an inquest and
ost mortor under the curcumstances.}—Ed.

{
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SINGULAR CASE OF HERNIA.
Tothe Editor of the Laxerr.

DEeAR SIr,~I beg leave to submit the following singular case
of hernia for publication in the Zancace: M. P.. 2t 66, whose right
testicle never descended lower than the os pub., has for forty years
becn atfected with hernia on the night side.  During the first thirty
years, he hadmguinal hernia, but the i for the last ten yearshad

descendzd into the scrotum, forming there a tumour considerably
larger than a man's fist. and frequently accompanied with severe

pain, eatending to the 1 The i quited to be re-
tumned five or six times daily.  He has always been able to ac-
phsh its red without p ional assistance. Six months

ago, he applicd a truss with a spring so strong that “c¢ required to
remove it daily once or twice for about an hour.  After it had been
used for three months, he discontinued its use, and for the last
three months, the inc has never descended, or been productive
of the shghtest inconvenience, cven when he requires to use con
siderable effort at defication, takes a heavy lift, or is scized with
violent coughing.

Wintiam Wisow, C. M,
Carleton Place, Jan. 3oth, 1873.

—_—————

To The Blitor of the Laxcyr,

DEAR SiR,—On a former occasion 1 wrote to you honcstly
secking information, and fegret that none of my confreres \ouchsafed
me any. ‘Though in my chimactenc 1am willing to be taught, and
therefore (so far) entitled to teach, if capable of so domng. You
were pleased to ask to hear from me again, and I avail myself of
the switation, though I know what I wnte will be unpopular with
my brethren, and I fear ptable to you. V' wmporte 1 must
find vent for thoughts that burn within me. Ours is called 2
“liberal profession,” Why? Do its members evince true liberality?
I was lately called by telegram a Jong distance, to sce a lady,
formerly a pauent of mine.  There were at least thirty able prac-
titioners 1n the city where she then was, but not one would go to see

ik idasand
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her, until she first dismissed her medical attendant, who was one of
the heretic scct—2a Homeeopath. Was this liberal? I know the sys-
tems we and they ndopt cannot be conjoinad—they arc incom-
patible, but in many poiats we are ar one with thum, for example
m diagnosts,  Within the last year T was mllcd tosee alady,  She
was ndisposed, and  believing in H y, had cmployed a
Homaopath, the question arnse, ¢ Has sh', staall pox2® It may be
fiberal to say, “the Homecopath must be ignurant mdeed, 1f he
could not decrde that pomt 7 Not at aif.

I knew a case that occured nearly filty years since,
where two medical gentiemen then at the head of the Profession
1n Montreal, whoms | will only initial, Dr S and Dr. G., dufered on
this very pont, and called w Dr R to decide the point, which the
latter did before e saw the patimr by the pithy remark, * You are
wrong my friend, ¢ is small pox, I small it" Let us then pardon
the young H‘oma,opauh for not being posi*ive, when the first man n
Montreat had to smell it ot Now the lady here had an undoubted
nght to select her medical attendant, and the other inmates of the
house, and the public an cqual right to be assured whethes that
fearful scourge was i the house.  But my dignity forssoth \\ould
be comp ised, if 1 go in pany with her H ) at-
tendant, to view the case and give my opinion !

Within a fow months I'went to see a case of severe injusy of
the wiist. Qucry, is fracture complicated with dislocation? Must I
refuse to give my opinion, because he will not turn off his Homeo-
pathic fricnd ?

Some years ago [ rode thi‘ty miles to s:¢ an obstetrical case,
and horror of horrors, actually consulted with the medical attendant
an Eclectic’ Taman habuuat sinner. £ have again and again gone to
obstetrical cases attended by Homeopaths, and lid the flattening
unction to my soul that I wasn the path of wy duty, had bene-
fitted my patient, and not derogated ‘rom my dignity, though a
fledgling of two years standing here, lately boasted that he had
never descended so low as to speak te: 2 Homaopath in the sick
chamber. Save the mark! The spin of the age has become so far
mollified, that the Bishop of Londoa and Cardinal Wiseman can
mect on the same platforny, at any public meeting, where charity is
the object, without bandymng the zpithets,  Idolator,” ¢ Hcrcuc,
and would it not be well, if the d branches of our proft
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would treat a gentZeman with courtesy, even theugh his theory dif-
fered as widely from ours as Wiseman and Cummings differ on the
immaculate conception or Papal infallibility? If the Odium Theo-
logicum {a proverb) is thus giving way, may not z*- also show a little
practical liberality.

Of course I cannot consult with a Homoeopath in the treatment
of a case of Phlegmasia dolens. & case of puerperal convulsions,
brings us instantly to a dead lock ; but may I not consult with -him,
as the unavoidable necessity of the murderous Craniotorny? If my
experience have any value or my tact any existence, are they pro
faned if I afford their aidto a poor Lenighted Homceopath? The
application of the forceps is very simple, but not always very facile.
I may perhaps be able to assist a gentleman, and relieve a suffering
woman, and no woman shall appeal to me in vain for my best
efforts on her behalf, and I will impose on her no hard or humilia-
ting conditions. If my professional dignity cannot stand tiie shock,
it mustgo to the wall. Imust keep my conscience clear whatever
becomes of my standing.

Yours obediently.

SENEX.

To the Editor of the Canada Lancet.

Sir,—In the January number of the LaNCET I see a reply to a
letter of mine, by Edward Clapham, in which he states that I
omitted to send his previously published card. Now Sir, what are
the facts :—he says he felt it necessary to make certain explanations
in self-defence in order to refute certain slanderous reports that were
put in circulation as he alleges by Members of the Medical Profes-
sion in Belleville, against him.  This certainly is a very sweeping
charge. However, this explanation that was to be a final settler to
the envious croakers in the future, and to establish his reputation
and at the same time to brand his enemies with the jnfamy they
deserve, turns out to be a very lame Duck after all. It is a puerile
attempt to justify the publication of a former synopsis of the won-
derful career of this admirable Crichton of the healing art. Howeve:
this precious document of his did not appear in any of our Town
Papers until the 7th of December, and not the rz2th of November
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as he states. A cause that has to be maintained by the utterance of
untruth must be bad indeed. Then again he says he was properly
introduced by his partner; the following is a sample of his
Ethical Introduction, “ It will be seen by the above that I have
taken in a partoer, Dr. Edward Clapham, (for some years Professor
of History in the Iowa State University, and formerly resident
Physician in the Hospital for Women & Children Yorkshire, Eng-
iand,) and that from the first of July untii I return from Europe in
the Spring my medical business will be conducteg by him in whom
I have every confidence knowing him to be an educated gentleman,
as well as a man of much experience in Medicine and Surgery as
also a man of original thought.”

I suppose this is in strict accordance with Medical Ethics,
and would pass muster both in England and Edinburgh. It is to be
regretted that this eminent Dr. coul! not have been registered
sooner. It was too bad to be kept in painful suspense, in conse-
quence of the unavoidable delay in the Registry Office, especially as
he is so much in love with the system Medical Registration seems
to meet his warm approval, he is so happy that such a system is in
vogue. I hope it will be to his entire satisfuaction. His whine
about the slanders and peculiar animus of the controversy are all of
his own producing and is but another illustration of the old adage
that “those who live in glass houses should never be the first to throw
stones.” The French and German part of his precious eard by his
own explanation was not for effect. It was merely necessary that
like the Vendors of certain Quack Medicines, the brilliant qualities
and wonderful c2zeer of this Medical Prod.gy should be known in
different languages. ‘Then again it looks so remarkably learned and
Sounnds 50 very classical. How could it be possible for this Medical
Barnum to resist the temptation? By his own showing his profes-
sional attainments from England represent him as being simply o
chemist. How then could he be a Meudical officer in an Hospital in
Yorkshire ?  He detests the shop style of advertizing, ro doubt of
it, nevertheless his experience in Kalamazoo life has not been with-
out its advantages. His office and its wonderful arrangements it is
now generally conceded is in perfect accord with the effective won-
der-exciting western Yankee style, and when it was first upened it was
indeed the wonder, if not the terror of the unsophisticated crowd,
especially the juveniles who resorted there to see the sights and to
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hear the thrilling tales of a staff Surgeon of the United States Army,
Why, Sir, the veriest Charlatan or Mountebank could scarcely use
more extraordinary means to court notoriety or pander to the igno-
rance of the masses. He says I utterly fail in comparison with
himself. T at least should hope so.  If I had become so low in the
scale of honor as to use such expedients to procure business as he
has done and thereby disgrace 2 noble profession, I should expect
every man of principle to frown uponme.  As to his partner’s busi-
ness having had anything to do with this dispute it is an assumption
utterly groundless.  The medical men in Belleville have quite as
much to do as either he or his partner and are fully as successful in
thair treatment of diseases.  In reference to my being the mouth-
piece of the medical men of the Town this is certainly a compliment T
did not expect, much less deserve, knowing as I do that they are
fully competent to take care of themselves and do not need my assis-
tance.

And now, Sir, as I do not intend to follow his controversy any
further and as you did me the honor to comnu at in rather unpar-
donable terms of my breach of Medical Ethics. , The subject is left
n your hands for adjud.cation with my confidence that you will do
justice in the premises. I Remain,

Yours Respecifully,
R. Tracey.

Belleville, January 25th.

To the EAitor of tho CANADA LaNCEE.

“Loave dang’rous truths to wnsuccessfal satires,
And fattery to fulsowmo dedicators.”—ope.

DEAR Str,~—In the January number of the Zawet, over the sig-
nature of “Vox,” I find that my correspond; which 2ppearcd
m the December 1ssue, has been passed in review—couched under
many puny sentences—some of which may be original—while others
are acknowledged as gwofations. ‘The term pathy seems to have
disturbed hum, and my bnef defimtion of the three sects of the pro-
fession, as they cxisted 1 Ontario prior to 1369, to have admonished
tim—so much so, as to have thrown him into a paroxysm of srony.
This effort of mine was not set forth as an instruction to you, sir, or
to hm, (?) aithough by his frank acknowledgement, he seems to
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have profited by it, which, in the end, may draw him back to the
school of his first faith~—Ubut was intended for those who might not
fully understand the distinctive features espoused by cach of the
three schools. Vo complains of my not giving the *zernacuiar”
of my quotaton from the writings of Gregory. This he should
have done in s “cram” review It is not customary for a wnter,
who quotes the words of another, to change the language, but simply
use the phrase werbatem, more especially when he takes no exepiron
fo the quetatson. As to the small “fry"—(I can assure you #f ss
snfinitely small, as regards the number of members composing 1t,)
whom Vox has strenuously invoked to espouse his cause, they have
d ded his i and are zezalowsly endeavounng to clevate
themselves to a position based upon the Lroad prnciple of free
diffusion of uscful knowledge among the profession,  Finally, as a
last resort, Vox speaks in rather unpleasant terms respecting my
publishing in the Zancet the names of those sho have urged the
subject of fusion, stating as a reason that the “ proposttton™ was
never intended for the “pudlic”—but for the ** Medical Councat
Wto but a man like Vox, could express mmsclf thus? A prafes-
sion itke ours, baving 1o do exclusively with the public weal—and
yetits chosen Legislative members must do business within a ¢irele /
Form a ring, and forseoth, elect him as a Zader /' What nonsensc.
Vh! shame, Vox! Be honest, had you not better turn your atten-
tion to the reading of [sop’s fables, or ponder over the cccentrici
ties of Diogenes, and to dispel your sombreness, peruse the work
catitled,  Zhe Devil on fwo Streksy” rather than try to dictate the
movements of a sect that you have neither part nor lot with ?
Yours very truly,
S. S. CorNELL.

P. S.~Will some person please furnish me with the guss of
Vox2—~He appears to be o« long-waisted old body.”

[Dr. Cornell is altogether at sea as to who Voxis.  This cor-
Tespondence, however, must drop here.  We would also take the
opportunity of stating that in future, no letter of a personal nature,
will be inserted in the Zancet, unless it bears the real signature of
the wnter. The acts of public men are open to cuticism, but we
think such asiticisw should be done openly, and aboveboard.j—Ed.

3
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Selected Quticles.

THE SURGERY OF THE OVARIES.

The history of the vatious methods of treating ovarian cysts ts
worth tracing.  Every method of treatment may be looked upon as
a form of expenment calculated to bring out some feature in the con-
stitution of ovarian disease. The amount of knowledge thus
acquired could never have been deduced from ordinary clinical ob-
servation.  In this way many methods now proved to be bad have,
by therr failure, been of the utmost value in elucidating the many-
phascd characters of these cysts, and thus in leading up to the more
rational aud successful treatment of the present day. ‘Tapping by
the abdomen and wpping by the vagna, sunple or followed by
darinage or the injectton of writaung fuids, the excision of a portion
of the cyst and muntaiming a fistulous opening, and alt the various
surgical proceedings anxtously tned as means of .wmmg what was
fong looked upon as the last desp resort pati ay be
said to culnunate in this great lesson : that the radical method of
ovariotomy 1s really safer, as well as more thorongh, than all the rest.
The general conclusion that logically springs froma the clinical
records of the last twenty years, is simply to elevate extirpation into
the first Tank in the treatment of ovarian tumours. Al other [
methods have sunk into companative insignificnce ; some, at best, .
are resorted to as paliutwe, expectant, or diagnostic expedients.
Although tapping and 1odic injections may, in certain rare cases of
simple ovanan or extra ovarian cysts, su(ﬁcc for cure, just as some
cases are cured by sp ot L ing, it may be ac §;
cepted as a genenal Iaw that, if a patient is to be curcd of an ovaran ,

wmour, it must be by gastrotomy and extirpation. Of coursc, thete fl
are cases—unfortunately many—for which this proceeding is either
impracticable or unadvisable. And one of the greatest as well 38
most difficult questions to solve is, to discriminate between cases
which admut of thie operation and those which do not.  One rule of
great practical value has been much insisted upon by Hutchinsoa
and Barpes. It 1s to avoid solid non-fluctuating tumouts, or only ©
approach them with the utmost circumspection.  The solid tumours E.
wilt mostly include fibroid tumours of the uterus, many malignart §
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wumours with extension of disease to the neighbouring parts, and ex-
tensive pelvic and visceral adhesions.

As to the period in the course of the disease to select, we may
adopt, with some modification, as a principle, the dictum of Nélaton.
Extirpation is to be performed at the mean period of development.
At the commencement 1t 1s t00 soon; towards the termination it is
100 fate.

1t would be hopeless to attempt an adequate discussion of the
detarls of the operati Ditierent are ined upon
almost every step.  The greatest variety of ingenuity has perhaps
been eapended upon the treatment of the pedicle.  Shallat be tied ?
and if tied, shall the stump be kept outside the peritoneum, or shall
the ends of the ligature only be kept outside, or shall stump, ligature,
and all be return] into the abdomen.  Shall the stump be simply
cauterised and returned into the abdomen?  “T'his plan has its advo.
cates ; and, could we feel secure aganst secondary hamorrhage, it
would probably be the best for general adoption.  But these appears
1o be a general consent, amongst the most expenenced and success-
fol operators, that the introduction of the clamp by Hutchinson is
one of the most important practical achievements in the history of
the operation.  This instrament, which 15 simply 2 modification of
The carpenter’s callipers, has been vanously modified. It may, we
think, be said, although we are not going to enter on the treacher-
ous ground of statistics, that more successful work has been done
with the aid of the clamp than with that of any other mode of deal-
ing with the pedicle The appreciation of the modes of dealing
with the pedicle, ke alt other p 1 15 d d with
2dmirable clearness and judgment by Peaslee.  The general conclu-
sion arrived at by Wells may be accepted.  Apply the clamp if the
pedicle be long enough and other conditions be favourable.  If the
padicle be 100 short and thick, apply the ligature or cautery.  After
all that may be urged on theoretical grounds in favour of cautery or
ligature, on the intraperitoneal method, ing and exf
concur in proving that the clamp, which keeps the dangerous part
outside the body, avoids the risk of hxmorrhage, if not that of peri-
tonitis also.

We advert to onc practical point discussed i Peaslee’s work
and not referred to by Wells. Tt relates to the difficult question,
how to deal with adhesions.  “If,” says Peaslee, “the cyst proves
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to be very intimately adh to the intestines, the liver, splcen,
uterus, bladder, or ureter, it should not be detached at all” And
here comes the point.  'n cases where detachment was obviously
impossible or too dangerous to attempt, the operation has commonly
been gwen up, dong the best that semed possible to secure external
outlet for the contents of the cyst.  But Atlee refused to be bafiled
by this diflicuity. He sought to get behind it—to circumvent it.
“The pentomal covuring should be separated from the fibrous layer
of the cyst, and all the adherent portion left in contact with the
viscus to which it is attached, as Dr. W. L. Atlee has practised for
many years. In s 215th case, adhestons, seven or cight inches
long, were thus left attached to the transverse colon "'~ (Zhe Lancet
Jan. 4th, 1873.)

Tue SweLLED LEG OF Fevers.—Dr. J. Warburton Begbic con-
siders that these cases may e dassificd as follows :—1st, cases
dependent on vascular obstruction : a, venous, 4, lymphatic . 2d,
cases in which inflammation of the arcolar tissue enists.

Pamn and swelling ate the characteristic features of interrupted
circulation through vemns.  When the convalescent from fever
is cither suddenly seized with pain in one of the lower extremities,
or the imb becomes the seat of gradually augmenting uneasiness
succeeded by swelling, together with enlargement of the supe-ficial
veins, there can be but little doubt that obstruciion to the return of
blood through a large vessel exists. »Thc swelling, besides being

d to the himb, p averyd PI from ordi-
nary anasarca ; it does not pit on pressure, but is fim and has a
brawny feeling.  The color of the skin, except where the prominent
veins exist, is not much changed from that of health. There is
always more or less constitutionu} disturbance, chilliness and dis-
comfort being present, and not unfrequently (he local affection is
preceded by rigots. S i very al ymp have
occurred, implicating the heart atself.  The aulhor supposcs these
sudden and alarming seizures to be due to the fact that a portion of
clot, onginally obstructing the femomal or ifiac vein on the aflected
side, has found its way to the right chambers of the heart, where it
may be detained, or, passing thence through the pulmonary astery,

v
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nay rexch tho lungs. In cases due to an obstructed state of the
lymphatics, Dr. Begbie has noticed a distinct enlargement of the
Iymphatic glands of the groin of the affected limb  Moreover, the
limb, besides being swollen and firm, as in the phlegmasia due
to venous obstruction, wants entirely the notable prominence of the
superficial vemns, and has hyaline lines in various parts—not unlike the
marks over the abdomen which are observed in wome= who have
vome children—~which may be justly aseribed to dilated cutancous
lymphatic vessels,

The painless charzeter of the swelled leg of fever when due to
Iymphatic obstruction, 1s in striking contrast with the awffering of the
patient when the venous system is involved.  Dr. Begbie has never
known the serious results of blood poisoning, nor of embolism, nor
purulent deposits in rgmote parts, to occur in the cases arising from
Iymphatic obstruction. Yct cases occur in which both systems,
venous and lymphatic, are involved ; in such the prognosis must be
guarded.

“The cases of swelled leg i in which an nylammzmon of the /zrzolrtr
tissue exssis have been especially characterized by the aff of
both legs; first one and then the other becoming swollen. The
sweling sometimes commences in the foot or lower part of one leg,
and then, gradually nising upward to the thigh, ultimately affects the
thigh of the other hmb, and descends to the leg and foot. An
inflammatory condition of the areolar tissue would best account for
this peculiar progress. Sometimes in these cases the Iymphatic
system does not escape xmphcmon, and then superficial abscesses
may form. Embohsm and infl ion do not occur, and
while purulent absorption may under some circumstances be induced,
this occurrence need not be dreaded as a hikely event —Boston Med
and Surg. Four. from Edmburgh Med. Four. Sept., 1872.

A Mobe of OreEraTING roR RabicaL Curr oF Varico-
CELE—Dr. H. B. Davison, San Francisco, (Pacific Surg and Med.
Fournal), has adopted a new mode of operating for radical cure of
varicocele, for which he clams three great advantages over any
other means :

First, by perforaung only one wall of the scrotum, less
pain, less inflammation, and less nsk of adhesion of the wounded sac
and spermatic cord.

.

L.
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Second, by placing the patient in a recumbent posture when the
operation is being performed, so that no blood may be inclosed in
that portion of the vein cut off from the circulation, the resultant in.
flammation will be much less, and the testicle will not sweltso much,
and absorption will be accomplished in much less time.

Third, by removing the ligature before it cats through the vein,
the risk of phlebitis is lesscned, and the patient is enabled to resume
his ordinary duties much sooner.

Those who have been operated on have no return of the dis-
case, and it would require a very close examination of the parts to
discover that any operation had been performed.  In one case the
patient had been weanng a suspensury Lapdage for over twenty
years, and the left testicle was much atrophied. It 1s now about
sixteen months since the operation, and the testicle has regained its
normal size, and the patient has a comresponding increase of sexual
power.—The Clinie. *

Garvanic TREATMENT oF BED-SOREs AND INvoLENT UL
cErs.—Dr. Hammond, of New York, reeommends for indolent ul-
cers and bedsures the galvanic treatment, as first suggested by
Crussel, of St. Petersburg.  He says *During the last six years 1
have employed it to a great extent in the treatment of bed-sore,
caused by discases of the spinal cord, and with scarcely a failure ;
ndeed, 1 may say, without any faiure, cxcept in two cases where
deep sinuses had furmed, which could aut be reached Ly the appar-
atus. A thin silver plate—no_thicker than a sheet of paper- is cut
to the cxact size and shape of the bed-sore, a zinc plate of about
the same size is connected with the silver plate by fine silver or cop-
perwire six or eght inches n length. The silver plate 1s then
placed in immediate contact with the bed-sore, and the zinc plate
on some part of the skin abuve, a piece of chamois shin soahed in
vinegac wntervening.  This must be kept moist, or there is Jittle or
no action of the battery. Within a few hours the effect 15 percepti-
ble,andina day or twothe cure is complete ina great majonuty of cases
Ina few mstances a longer time 1s required. 1 have frequently seen
bed-sores thiee or four inches m diameter, and half an inch deep,
heal enurely over in forty-eight hours. Mr. Spencer Wells states
that he has witnessed Jarge ulcers covered with granulations within
twenty-four hours, and completely filled up and cicatrizations begun
in forty-eight hours. Dunng his recent visit to this country, I in-
formcd him of my expenence, and he rerterated his opinion that it
was the best of all methods for treating ulcers of indulent character
and bed-sores.”—Southern Med. Record.
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TORONTO, MARCH 1, 1873.
AMENDMENTS TO THE ONTARIO MEDICAL ACT.

‘The Bill to amend the Ontario Medical Act now before Parlia-
ment, is, we think, in a fait way f bewoing law. Tts pnncipal features
are, first. thatit gives puwer to the Council to hold and acquire
chattel property and real estate, for the purposes of the act and
power to suc and to be sued.

2nd That any member of the College of Physicians and Sur-
geons, may have his name transfuired frum vne diass of voters to any
other, after having passed a4 sausfaciory examunation before the
Examiners appointed by the Council, on those subjects speaified by
the Council as peculiar to that system of medicine he desires to
connect himself with.

3rd. (And thisus the une o which excepuion has been taken
by some members of the Profession).  That 1t gives power to levy
2n annual assessment of two dollars cach on the profession, for the
support of the Council, the erection of a hall, the founding of a
library and museum, &c., &c.

4th. That it makes the penal dauses more stringent and effec-
tive, and gives power to distrain and imprison, 1f the penalty and
costs be not pud.  These are the leading clauses in the Bill and
they are such as are imperatividy required in the nterest of the
Council, the Profession and the Medieal stwdeus,
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An amendment is also proposed by Dr. Clark, M.P.P., for
Norfolk, which wall permat any student who has passed the primary
c\amination of the Counel, to practice under a regularly heensed
practitioner, and to be regitered as an undergraduae in medicne.
Such pruilege to eatend over a penod of not mor: than two years,
but such studeat shall not Le allowed to practice in any of the witses,
towns, willage., or old scttled counties or townships of Untano,
it being intended solely as a measure of rehief to nenly suled dis-
tricts, surveys, Ne., &c

There appears to be literally no objection to the 1st, 2nd, and
4th items aboyve mentioned, but in reference to the taxauon clause a
good deal has been said gro and em. Now it must be bornemn
mind that the Medical Act onder which the Counal 1> working,
has been in operation sume tune , that the expenses of the Counct
and Examiners are very great , that the source of reveaue from
registration s dnned up, and that the whole expense of the Councl
and the Examining Board has to be borne by the Malial students.
The students arc in open rebellivn against the exorbitant fees which
the Council is obhiged to demand of them, and they absolutely refuse
any longer to bear any more than their share of the necessary tax,
Matters have come to a dead lock, and th. Council now wish to
obtain power by legiiative enactment to levy a small annual assess-
ment upon the Profession to meet the and 1t secems but
fair and just that the latter should bear thei share. ina'l justice and
fairness, we also think that the Government should bear a just pro-
portion of the expenscs, or grant a subsidy, as the actis undoubtedly
1n the interest and for the protection of the publc.

The essential feature of the Act, viz., the Central Examining
board must be keptintact at all hazards, and this cannot be done
without funds. The students feel that it 1s an njustice, and justy
too, that they should bear the whole burden of the eapenses of the
Council, and 1n this they have the sympathy of a large majority of
the members of the Medical Profession.

Pnor to the passing of the present Medical Act there was an
average of 180 students hicensed annually, and dunng the wo years
prior to the passing of the Act there were 167 Homacopaths and
Eclectics licensed.  Since the passing of the Act, dunng the three
years 1t has been in operation, there have been only 160 students of
the general profession who have receved hicence to practice, and not
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a single Homocopathic or Eelectic student has presented himsclt.
This 1s a sufficient answer to those who are continually asking what
good the Counait has done, The standard has been raised, and as
A paturat consequence there have been fewer aspirants.  Gentlemen
who now oppose the whole Council, seem to forget the outcry that
was rused a fow years ago against the Colleges, “that they were
tlooding the country with doctors.” The Act has done good service
and let us by all means see to it that no niggardliness on our patt
shalt prevent it from camying on its good work. Three different
plans hove been proposed to meet the difficulty —one is, to ask the
Government to grant a subsidy.  This appears to .neet with little
favor 1n the proper quarter.  The second is to réduce the size of the
Council and also the Examining Board ~ This meets with the most
strenuous opposition both in and outside of the Council.  And the
third is to make an annual upon the profession, to be
fixed at$2 cach.  In thus way it is hoped that the Council willraise suf-
ficicot funds to enable 1t not only to carry on its Jegitimate, work but
also to provide a bwildmg fund for the crection of a hall and the

tablish and of a library and museum This
latter is a desideratum that we have long wished for. Itis not credi-
table to the hberality of the profession, numerous, wealthy and
influential as its members are, to be without a habitation, that the
Council must go begging for a hall in which to hold its meetings,
and the Exanuncrs to hold thar examinations  We appeal to the
liberality and the gencrosity of the profession in this matter  Thg
Lawyers have their Osgoode Hall, the Apothecaries will soon have
their Apothecanes Hall, but the Medical profession “ hath not were
wlay its head.” The lawyers pay an annual license fee of $20 per

annum.  The Apothecanes an annual fee of $4, and they pay it
Qﬁ cheerfully. We have also been informed that the members of the

medical profcssion an the United States pay an annual tax of $10,
but some of the members of the Medical profession in Ontario, to
their shame be it said, cry out against a tax of $2 per annum  Some
of those who oppose this tax say that it has not been brought before
the profession. We would simply refer such to the August aumber
of the Laxcet for 1872, and several subscquent numbers, in which
this very matter has been againand agamn brought under their nouiee,
and although our columns are always open even to those who difier
from us, we have not had a single letter in opposition to the prin-
ciple.

|
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Wherever any special interest has been taken in reference to
the proposed legisl | m favor of the annual assess-
ment have been carned. At a meeting of the Profession in
Toronto 1t was camied, at a mecting of the Medicine Society of
Lambton it was carned, and at a mecting of the Profession in Ottawna,
1t was also carnied unanimously.  The only real oppositivn has been
from a few pavate individuals who appear to e afrad of their onn
shadow.

SIR WILLIAM GULL ON THE CASE OF NAPOLEON.

In our last issue we published the report of the post morten
examination of the body of the lats Emperor of Fiance. It appears
that Sir Wilham Gull left Camden place as soon as the autopsy wa,
over, and was not present when the record was drawn up. Fie
records his dissent on once point, viz. . the origin-of the calculus, in
the following terms :—

1 desire to express an opinion that the phosphate of lime cal
culus, which fonined the nucleus of the mass, was the result o” prior
cystitss (catarrhus vesice), ahd not the cause of it.  This nucleus was
of uncertain duration, and may-cven have been more recen. than
supposed in the appended report.  lawcever this may be, it was
encrusted by two distinct and more recent formations of crystalline
phosphate. The inner incrustation around the amorphous phosphate
of ime was dense, and separated from the outer incrustation by a
looser cellular but crystaliine deposit of triple phosphate.

“It seems to my judgment more in accordance with clinical
experience to regard cystitis as a prior lesion, and that by exten-
sion, as is common in such cases, it affccted subscquently the ureters
and pelves of the kidneys. No doubt in the latter stages of the
raalady, the calculus became, by this formation and inurease, an
augmenting cause of the lesions.

“““The other facts and statements I entirely endorse.

(Signed,) W. W. Guir, M.D.

“Brook-strect, Jan. r0.”

The Medical Press and Circular i commenting ca the conduct
of Sir W. Gull in wnting to the Z¥mes in refutation of some observa-
ton which appeared i the Zendon Lancet segardng his course of
action makes the following remarks :




Torento Mospital, 365

“Sir W. Gull has thought it consisten’ with his position to write
aletter to the Zimes 1n reference ta some observations made by the
Lagicet and quoted in the Zimes. Morc surprising silll, he has also
informed the Zancet that he does * not think 1t proper thathe should
personally justify himself before the Profession.’  The opimon of the
Laneet having been endorsed by ourselves and other joumals, may
scrtanly be assumed to be the apinion of the Profession  We would
add now that we think 1t would be far more proper for Sir. W. Gull
to justify himself before the Profession than before the public.
Whether he acted wisely or not in giving a scperate opinion on the
autopsy of the Emperor is dly more a professional than
a public question.  If an unknown physician had rushed into the
Times to protest agnst the comments of the Medical journals
as written by persons ‘imperfectly inforned cof the eircum-
stances,’ it would be regarded as calling for adverse cnticism,  Qur
respect for the posiion of Sir W. Gull must not lead us to adopt
another standard for im, and we 'do not hesitate to say that this fast
act of his needs far more justif * before the Profession’ than his
addendum to the report of the autopsy. Anything he had to say
should have been to the Profession, and he should have either ad-
dressed the Medieal journals or maintained a dignified silence.”

Nearly alt of the Medical journals of Great Britain have com-
mented unfavourably upon this action on the part of Dr. Gull, the
opmon beng generally expressed that it was enturely uncalled for.
Hec should cither have remained to join 1n the consultation of his
colteagues or appended his signature 1n the ordinary way —or omitted
italtogether. The taea has been widely spread in the press, that
the report affimed the smpossibility of detecting disease of the kid-
neys, and we think that Dr Gull would have done more for the
Profession by pointing this uut than Ly making an addendum of his
own which could serve no usefut purpose.

-

TORONTO HOSPITAL.

“We understand that there isa petition being carned round
Toronto for signatures praying the Legislative Assembly to give an
additional grant to'the "Toronto Hospital, so 25 to make provision for
at least 2 hundred or a hundred and fitty additional free patients.
We are eveeedingly desizous to have all benevolent mstitutions put
on a thoroughly efiective fonting, and our General Hospual among
the rest, but we 1~ . not vo high an estimate of the past or present
management ot this particular chanity as to wish tosce any additionat
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grant made to its funds without a thorough re-organization of its
whole internol management.  Itis not many months since we'exe
pressed our opinion fully on this subject.  No attempt has ever buen
made to controvert the substantal accuracy of the statements we
then put forward, and until « thorough reformation is set about, 10
grant additional funds would only tend to additional musmanage
ment.  We have been given to understand that the Government has
undcr consideration 4 plan for making a thorough change in the
management of a charity which, upon the whole, has not been
creditable to Toronto.  We hope this is the case, and that such
armangements will be entered into as to give full confidence to the
general community.”—Glle.

We fuily ¢ndorse the above semarks, and hope soon to sce an
entire change in the g It 1s very desimble to have an
additional grant in order to placd this chasity on a better footing,
and to coable it to give relief to a larger number of sick poor; but
at the sarae time itis cqually desirable that such changes and ad-
ditions should be made in the whole management as will sccure the

fid of the ity generally.

RESPONSIRILITY OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS TO
THE PUBLIC.

We have been frequently asked to give our opinion regarding
the responsibility of medical practitioners to the public. The code
of medical ethics adopted by the Canadian Medical Association, and
which is a transcript of the code adopted by the Amencan Medical
Association, lays down this matter very clearly and very fully. The
first section s'ates that “a physician should not only be ready to
obey the calls of the sick atall times, but his nund should be attuncd
to the greatness of his mission and its responsibilities.  These obh-
gations are the greater because ordinanly there 1s no other tribunal
1o appeal to than his own conscience n case of neglect, &c.” The
italics are ours, and we have underhined these words to show that
the framers of the code of ethics wished it to be fully understood that
there is no law to compel a medical man to obey the call of a patient
-'ut his own conscience. A very gencral impression seems o have

1ined currency in many parts of the country that 2 medical man 1s
sound by law to visit and prescnbe for a patient when called upon, |
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and cun be prosccuted if he refuse to doso.  This, it is needless to
sav, 18 all a mistake, There is no law on the Statute Beok, nor is
there likely to be one, which can compel one portion of the com-
munity to do scrvice for another under a penalty, 1n case of refusal ,
such would be an wterfercnce wath the public rghts of indwiduals,
which no Legnlature would permit, and no portion of the community
would tolerate.  If, howerer, 3 medical man makes an engagement
to attend a lady in her confinument, or agrees to visita patient on
acertain day or a cenain hour, then he is responsible in law, and
can be prosccuted for breach of contmet if he fails or refuse to go
when eolled upon, and 15 held responsible for any injury the patient
may sustain by recason of Ius neglect, unless he can show that he was
unable to attend through illness or absence from home.  This is a
matter that, if more fully understond by the public, would be the
maws of plaang the medical profession m 3 more fvormble po-
sition in the community.  Many medical men seem to act as if they
were pelled to obey every impuds they reccive, and
taks no pains to disabuse the public mind in reference to it.  This
is decidedly wrong.  If the public were given to understand that the
services of the medical man were more a favor, than a right which
they could demand by a threat of proceedings, they would feel un.
der greater obligations, and be 1n a position mote fully to appreciate
the nature of the services rendered.

REGISTRATION ACT.

We would like some amendments made to the wotking of the
present  Act referring to the registration of deaths. In the
last number of the Lanmce’ is a case in point, and one also of
great hardship.  Dr. M_cnerell, of Freelton, was fined in all a sum
of $34.75 for not having made a return in the case of the death of 2
woran residing at Strabane, in the manner provided by law. The
duties of medical men, 1n every community, are at present sufficintly
oncrous without insposing such work as this upon them. It no
great amount of trouble for a medical man to fill in a certificate
of death when called upon to do so by the friends, but it quite 2
different thing to imposc upon him the task of attending to the
whole matter of registration, &c. The duty of registration of deaths

L3
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should undoubtedly devolve on the friends of the deceased. It has
been suggested that the Act should be made somewhat similar to
that in force in Great Botain.  Under it no interment can beallowed
until a certificate has been issued by the registrar.  When a person
dies the frends bring a prnted form of certificate to the medical
man, who fiils it up, stating the cuse of death. This certificate is
then presented to the registrar, who issues an order for the inter-
ment.  The lawas 1t at present stands is very unjust towards medical
practitioners , and we trust that our medical friends in the House
will attend to this matter and secure such measure of relief from the
Legislature, as will meet the views of the profession

.
DEATH OF MR. BAKER BROWN, F.R.CS.

‘The death of Baker Brown, who has been for some time a
suiferer from cerebral paralysis, 1s announced in the British Journals.
He had at one ume a very large and lucrative practice, and was
considered one of the most skilful operaung surgeons of the age.
His good fortune appears however to have deserted him in his de-
clining years, and he is said to have died penniess. A fund was
raised on his behalf by the profession of Engtand a few months ago.

APPOINTMENT OF CORONERS.

Isaac Wesley Brown, Esq., M.D., of the village of Beachwille,
to be an Associate Coroner within and for the County of Qaford.

John D. Naylor, Esq., M.D., of the village of Fenelon Falls, to
be an Associate Coroner within and for the County of Victoria.

NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Tur Lare Lorp LyvrroN.—The iliness (British Medical
Sournal) which terminated the hte of the distingwished novelist was
sudden and unexpected.  He had for many years been the subject
of discharge from the car, probably attendant on discase of the bone-
This had, however, atno tme greviously given nsc to symptoms
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causing much anxiety. On Thursday, acute pain in the ear and
head set n, and continued umil Saturday, when unconsciousness
supervened, and speeddy ended in death,

Bristers v Pyecvonia—Dr. C. I B. Wilhiams, (Aw. Prac.)
in speaking of pneumnonia, says —* My capenience has taught me to
put great faith in large blisters, both m asthemc pneumoma and
bronchitis, and I am confident that 1 have scen many lives saved by
their means.  Instead of being lowenng, they gwve a salutary ex-
citement to the circulation, and the copious serous discharge which
proceeds from-the skin tends to relieve the congested lung without
wasting the blood, that is so riccessary to sustain the functions,
Small blisters teaze as much as large ones, and are far inferior in the
relicf they afford.” We fully endorse the views of Dr. Williams on
this subject.

ABORTIVE TREATMENT of Boils axD» TeLONs.—The follow-
ing wethod of treating boils and felons s regarded by Dr. Sumon,
{Gaz Med}as almost infallible.  Wherever the bout or felon nu)
be, and of whatever size, so long as supp has not
rub it gently with the finger wet with camphorated alcohol, pressing
especially onats centre. This 1s tv be done for Il a minute at a
tirae, and repeated seven or cight tmes.  The part s then to be
covered with camphorated oliveoil.  If resolution is not brought
about by one trial it may be repeated at intervals of six hours. We
have repeatedly used campt d oil in th d abscess of the
mammary gland in females, and always with good effect ; and are
not surprised to learn that 1t has proved equally serviceable in the
treatment of boils and felons.

Naturat CURE OF DisEase.—Professor Armor, (NVew York
Medical Fournal), m a lecture on the above subjeet, says :—there
ate mainly two errors which the young physician should carefully
avoid, The first is in doing too little, the second is in doing too
much—the frequent resort to heroié, violent, depressing and uncer-
tain drugs. It cannox be loo often repeated that powerfully-acting

drugs it tnini: d are dang things, The
siong and successful pracutioner is usually a man of few remedies.
He lays down the following rules- 1st—N ini a

powerful drug without a definite purpose; that is, without a clear in-
dicauion , for drugs never occupy neutral ground.
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d—Never use more than is requisitc to produce the
cffect which 1s intended, and continue it no longer than 1s absolutely
necessary. It a wise and true saying, that “it often happens to a
goo.4 physician to find no ind: for ¢ , to bad ones,
never.”  He also strongly recommends placelos, of a palatable form
when the indications for active medicine are not well marked , and
whether administering drugs or not, sce that the patient is put on
the best possible Zygiene.

TREATMENT OF PUERPERAL FEVER.—DI. Charles Bell, of the
Royal Maternity Hosputal, (Ao, Fournal of Obstetrscs), believes that
pucrperal fever 15 very similar to crysipelas.  He therefore suggests
similar treatment.  He gives small doses of calomel and Jamés's
powder every two hours until the bowels are freely moved, and
thirty drops of Tinc. Ferri. Mur. every three hours.  The vagina 1s
to be washed out several times a day with Condy's flud and tepid
water, .oul & linseed poultice applied to the abdomen. This treat.
ment if r. gularly and fully carried out, and not in the timid partial
way in whih many do in erysipclas and then undervalue the treat.
ment, will give the best chance of cure to the patents.

Talyl

Escare or LUMBRICI FROM ABSCESSES, &¢.—Two
cases of this kind ar¢ mentioned in the “ Zondon Lancet,” November
oth and 3oth, 1872. Onec casc occurred in the Mansfield Work-
house Infirmary. A boy, aged 13, was suffering from discase of the
hip joint, abscesses kept fonming and bursung about the jont, from
one of which was discharged a large lumbngus about 18 inches loug
and coiled upon itself. ‘The wound healed rapidly afterwards, and
the lad’s health improved very much.  Another case occurred in a
child 10 years of age, suftenng from phlegmon of the sper-
matic cord on the nght side.  Poultices were apphied, and-m a few
days the alscess was lanced. Two days after a large worm was
found on the poultice. ine was then admini d, and was
followed by the expulsion of eleven lumbncei through the scrotum,
and several by the bowels. The child got better. It was subse.
quently ascertained that an mguinal herma existed on the nght side,
from which 1t wasnferred that inflammation and sloughing had taken
place, and in this way the worms cscaped. It is not so easy to un-
derstand hew the lumbrnicus found its way into the abscess at
the kip.

L
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IopINE AS A DisisfFecrant.—Jodie may be used to disinfect
the air in hospital wards, sick chambers, &c., tn the following simple
manner —first suggested by Dr. B. W. Richardson. Solid iodine is
exposed in glass or porcelain vessels i different parts of the room
The vapor of wdine 1 gwven off at ordinary temperatures It has
proved a very efticient mode of ot a hsinfecti

AspIrATION 1IN HEerN1a.—Attention has lately been attracted
10 2 method of treating strangulated herma by p g the sac
with a fine needle and oy iruating by means of an instaument termed
an asprratenr, a portion of the contents, after which reduction is.
casily accomplished  "There 15 no escape of ar or hqud mto the
abdomien, and the puncture of the mtesune 1s found to close im®
mediately.  The same treatment t» frequently resorted to by many
practitioners in ahdominal tymparats, andaiso from distension of the
bladder from urine when the catheter cannot be passed.

I\M.nmmc l‘or NaiL - This dte notr of mmor swrgery 1s still

ging the of b of the Medical Profession in
different parts of the world. A writer in the Boston Med and Surg.
Fournal for lebruary, proposes a new operation for its relief It
consists 1 remuving wath the knife by a single stroke all the diseased
parts, together with yuite a large prece of the sound flesh, skn deep,
from the side of the toe, sometimes making an open wound one 17 ch
long by half an inch wide. No poruon of the nail need be remaved,
but, if m order to fully secure all the diseased flesh overlapping or
undergrowing, a segment of the natt 15 removed, no harm can come
The wound is allowed tQ heal by 1 s and, us ¢ ion of
the cicatny takes place, there 15 2 drawing m of the skin from all
sides, including of course that ncar the nal.  The shape of the toe
isalso jmproved by the operation,

S

Hoxors — William L. k,opel:md. ksq., ML.D., of hL Catharines,
Ontario, passed the req for hip i the
Rojyal College of Surgeons, England, on the 24th uit, and was duly
admitted 2 member of that body.

J. B. Crozier, Esq., M.D., of Toronto Unmiversity, now in Lon-
don, England, has been appointed assistant Physician to the Hos:
pital for Discases of Women.
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Mrpicar, Acr FOrR Nova Scoria—A Medical Bill has been
passed through the Legistature of Nova Scotia, and cowmes into
force on the 1st of May neat; one of its provisions 13, that after
May 1st, 1873, 2uy person practising as a physician or surgeon an
the said Province for gain or reward without bemg registered wnder
this Act, shall forivit & sum of 320 jor ceery day that he shall so
practice.  This appears pretty severe, and as is usnal under such
circumstances, it is likely to deicat stself.  We are glad however to
observe that the Mcdical profession in our sister Province 15 taking
steps to place itself in a better posttion in tegard to arregular
practitioners.

or e

NOTES ON HOSPITAL PRACTICE
Reported for the Laxczt by sos Camet o & Nesutt.

Case 1. ExpoLisM axp Pacarysis ¥roM CONTINUED INToN-
1eatiox, —R. S. ®t 37, was admitted mto the Toronto General
Hospital, on the 1xth Sept. 1372, under the care of Dr. Thorburn.
His left eye was much congested, and the whole countenance ex-
pressive of alcoholic abuse and stupefaction.  His gatt was dragging,
his tongue protruded to onc side, and there was shight paralysis
of one side of the face.

He was put upon iodide of potassium and tonues, with full diet,
and a collyrium of sulphate of zinc to the affected ¢ye.  Under this
treatment he hmproved, until Oct. sth, when he died suddenly.

Post mortem 24 hours after death,

The vessels of the membrane of the brun were injected, es-
pecially upon the right side. Brain softened and much congested
on the surface , an unustal amount of fluid m the nght ventncle.
Right middle lobe of cerebrum altered in structure, and very much

1t J,andasmallclotwhich dinthe vessel leading to 1t was
considered the cause of death, as well as of the various symptoms
preceding.

Case II. AypuTATION OF FINGERS OF LEFT HanNDp.— A. L.
F., =t 6o, was admitted into the hospital Oct. 1xth, 187z; under
the care of Dr. Richardson.
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The hand had been crusked by the rollers of a printing press.
The index finger was completely smashed, and the integument en-
tirely tom from the dorsal suriace of the hand, winle that on the
palmar surface was badly lacemted.  The palmar arch was not
injuted, and there appeared to have been no undue amount of
hemorrhage.

On pinching the fingers sensiti was found to be present
malt but the first.  This was then amputated, two vessels were
bgatured, % gr- morphia given, and the patent conveyed to bed;
the haud elevated, and cold water dressings applied.

Qct. 12th.—Doing welt ; slight cvsing.

Oct. 13th.~Wound dressed, pulse goed, tongue foul.

Oct. ryth.—Appetite poor ; tongue foul.

Oct. 16th.—-Complains of a great deal of pain in the hand. ‘To
have diessings of boiled linseed oil and carbolic acid.

Oct. 17th.—Very restless, and in much pain, a poultice
applied to th2 back of the hand ; 20 grs. chloral hydrate to be taken
23 required.

Oct. 18th.—To-night patent became delirions  on the follow-
ing morning was qutet, but at mght he became worse.

Oct. 22.--Doing well ; dehnum afl gone ; has stept well each
night , middle finger unhealthy looking.

Oct. 30th—1he middle fiager is quite gangrenons and black,
and was conseyuently removed , otherwise downg well.

Nov. znd.—granulations looking dabby , to be dressed with
Lotio Rubra.

Dec. 19th.—The granulations being in a healthy condition,
three grafts were put upon the dorsal surface, and 4 narrow stnp of
Plaster put overthem, and ordered to remain for 2.4 hoursundisturbed.

Dec. 21.—All the grafts took, and the surface is healing up
nicely,

Discharged Dec. 25th, 1872

Case I11. TrepriNiNG.—DM. D. wmt. 22, admitted into thé
Hospital Oct. 22nd, 1872, under Dr. Bethune’s care.  He had re-
ceived a kick from a horse on the left side of the head, near the
juaction of the frontal and paretal bones.  The right side was par-
dljzed, the tongue could be protruded, but could not be moved 10
the right side.

—M



374 The Canwla Laneet.

Oct 24th.—An incision at right angles to the wound already
existing was made, about one inch in length, the trephine appled,
and several large picces of bone that were pressing upon the brun,
were removed, and several pieces raised.  The lips of the wound
were brought together with silver wire sutures, and weak carbolic
dressings applicd.  Ten hours after the operation the pulse was
slow and full ; }{ gr. morphia was given.

Oct. 25.—~During the night, patient pulled off the dressing and
strapping, which caused a little bleeding ; patient restless, no  dress-
ings could be kept upon the head, which was tossed from one side
to the other inually. A dark coloured cl n was noticed at
the upper corner of the wound, nulsating, and covered by the dura
mater, which c\uded slightly ; a great deal of discharge care away
from the wound

Oct 27.—A poultice was applied to the head.  28th—Ponltice
discontinted, and slight pressuce instituted, with 2 pad of lint and
bandage, to endeavour 1o overcome the Jernia cerebri.

Oct. 29th.—Hernia increases, and the wound very offensive.

Qct. 3oth. —Had two involuntary passages from the bowels
0+ .y,

Oct. 31. —Sleeping the greater part of the day 5 breathing ster
torous, and saliva trickling from the corner of the mouth ; the pupl
of the left eye very much diated, and of the nght contrcted,
hernia protruding about the size of a hen’s egg.

Nov. 1st.—Breathing very rapid, Go or niore expirations per
minute.

Nov. 2nd.—Died in the afternoon.

Post mortem.—A portion of the inner table, about the size of a
3 cent piece, at the anterior inferior part of the wound, was found
pressing upon the brain. Dura mater intensely congested, and

firm adh pecially on the left side. Brmin sub-
stance very soft, and from the wound, as deep as the corpus callosum,
completely diserganized.

Case IV. Tyruop Fever.—D. F.xt. 20, admitted into the
Hospital Nov. 13th, 1872, under the care of Dr. Geikic.

Patient pale and thin, wore an anxious expression of counten
ance.  States that on the Saturday before his admission, he felt very
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unwell, vomited, legs swelled, and thick rash came out over them.
About & week afierwards, the same kind of rash came out over his
body and ams.

There is slight pain on pressure over the right iliac fossa, anda
good deal of diartheea ; the mash still remains in blotches purplish
ted, and docs not disappear on | 9534°, pulse
120;skin dry; tongue dry and brown. }Ic was put upon the
ordinary fever miature, with plenty of milk, beef tea, and stunulants

Nov. 16th.—Vomits, especially at night, a quantity of dark
looking matter ; diarthea increasing ; ordered tannic acid and
plumbi acetas .

Nawv. 10th.—Diare":ca checked , no vomiting since last night.

Nov. 22.—T 100" in the ing; dianheea set in
again. T have the fo]lomng R, Bismuth trisnit 3ij, creta prep.
3 ss. tr. opii 5 ss. aqua ad 3viij. A tablespoonful three timesa day.

Nov. 26th.—Improving ; diarrh hecked ; petechial spots
have nearly all dissappeared ; complains of great pan in  his joints,
which are swoilen. e was treated for rheumatisma for a few days,
and these symptoms disappeared, the legs still swollen ; his urine
was tested and found to have albumen in it

Dec. 6.—This morning a suspictous redncss and puffines was
noticed over the leit eye, which continued to spread until the whole
head and face were swollen puffy and red, both eyes bang com-
pletely closed  Tr. ferri perchlor. to be painted over the. face.

Dec. 7th —Suclling 1n face and head somewhat Jess ; arms and
legs puffy and piting on pressure , urine scanty and alburninous.

Dec. gth.— Petechial spots and diartheea both appeared agam
tongue dry and coated , pulse quick.  Ordered to resuine the former
treatment.

Dee. 10th.—Spots disappearing, and duathoa checked ;
swelling is also going away. He continued to improve unul —

Jan. 3rd 1878.—He complaned to-day of ¢hills, and felt cold
the chills being followed by flushes of heat; ordered quin. sulph.
grs. §ij every 4 hours ; urine very dark and thick, appears to be no
scarcity of it ; has scveral large bed-sores and an abscess over the
right iliac spine, which was opened, anda quanuty of pus escaped.
From this 1ime he gradually recovered, and was finally dischorged
<ured on the 12th Feb. 1873.




36 The Canada Lancet.

BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS RECELVED.

CoxTrIBUTIONs To MeNTaL PatHoLogy, by J. Ray, M.D. Bos-
ton : Little, Brown & Co.

This is a very interesting book, and well worthy of a careful and
attentive perusual. It cannot be said to be a systematic work on
Insanity, yet it treats of some subjects in a very full and lucid man-
net. ¢g., The causes of Insanity, Delusions, and Hallucinations,
Confinement of the Insane, Management of Hospitals, &c. The
history of several cases of feigned Insanity is given at length, and a
very interesting chapter ou Shakespeare’s delineation of T.sanity
closes a volume, of about g5o pages. Most of the articles con-
tained in the work have already appeared in various Journals, especi-
ally the American Journal of Insanity, and they are now published
in book form.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT OF THE LUNATIC
AsyLuns, ToronTo.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL SUPERINTENDENT OF THE LUNATIC
AsyLunM, LoNDON.

VaccinaTIoN BY DR, H. A. MarTIN, oF Bosro¥, Mass.

Dr. Martin is a strong advocate of the use of Bovine Virus.
A large number of healthy young heifcrs are kept constantly on hand,,
and he is therefore able to produce a regular and constant supply.”
He has given up general practice entirely, and devotes his whole
time to the business. He is deserving the support and confidence -
of the profession at home and abroad.

OUR FIResIDE FRIEND— T Standard, one of the leading re:
ligions weeklies of America, says i— ] L

“ Cyte."—This is the title of a fine oil chromo (printed from
sixteen stones) which the enterprising publishers of Our Fireside”
Friend, Messrs. Waters & Co., of Chicago, give to every yearly sub-
scriber to the paper. Price, $3.00. The picture is really a fine ong -
and would undoubtedly retail in the art stores for $10. Our Fif%é
side Friend, though less than two years of age, is, we learn, an estab-
lished success, and is, we believe, the first successful literary paplér:i
in the West. :



