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CHURCH IN CANADA?

PRESBYTERY OF MONTREAL.

At Montreal, the 1st day of May, 1850,
on which day the Presbytery of Montreal
met and was constituted. fhe Rev.
James Anderson, Moderator.

The minutes of last meeting were read.
The minutes of pro re. nata meeting of
the 26th day of March were also read and
sustained.

The Rev. Mr. Wallace having resigned
his office as Clerk of the Presbytery, the
Rev. Mr. Simpson was appointed to the
same for the present year.

A call from the Congregation of St.
Louis in favour of the Rev. James Thom-
son Paul, Preacher of the Gospel, together
with the other necessary documents, and
Mr, Paul’s letter of acceptance, was laid
upon the table and read. -

The call was sustained. Mr. Paul
having delivered, in the hearing of the
Presbytery, the several trial discourses,
prescribed to him by the Moderator at
last meeting, sustained the same; and the
Presbytery appointed the Rev. James
Anderson to preach at St. Louis on Sab-
bath the 5th of May, and to serve the
edict upon the Congregation. It was fur-
ther resolved that the Presbytery meet at
St. Louis, on Wednesday the 5th day of
June at the hour of eleven o’clock, A. M,
for the purpose of ordaining the Rev. J.
T. Paul to the pastoral charge of that
Congregation; the Rev. Dr. Mathieson
to preach and preside upon the occasion;
and also for transacting any other basiness
that may come before it.

The Rev. Dr. Mathieson reported,
that the Congregation of St. Eustache,

having requested him to dispense the or-
dinance of the Lord’s Supper to them and
the time not admitting them to apply to
the Presbytery for permission, he took it
upon himself to comply with the request.
The Preshytery then approved of his
kindness in meeting the wishes of St.
Eustache Congregation, by administering
to them the memorial of their Redeem-
er’slove. A memorial from Sorel accom-

{ panied by a letter from Mr. Dougal, Mon-

treal, was referred to the French Commit-
tee.

QUEEN'S COLLEGE.

PRIZE LIST AND COURSE OF STUDY,
SESSION 1849-50.

DEGREES.

O+ Thursday, 25th April, the Senatus
Academicus of the University of Queen’s
College unanimously conferred the fol-
lowing Degrees:

MASTER OF ARTS.
Joun CampBELL, A. B., Kingston.
BACHELORS OF ARTS.
Jorx Huea McKERgras, Cornwall,
DonaLp CampBELL, Glengarry,
Davip Warsox, Williams,
James McLargN, Nelson,
GrosGe WiLLIAM MarrocH, Brockville,

PRIZE LIST.
Class of Oriental Languages.

JorN CAMPBELL, DuNcaN MORRISON,
KeNNETH MCLENNAN, DoNALD MCLENNAN,
WiLLiaM JoHNSON, FrEDERICK P. Sim.

MORAL PHILOSOPHY CLASS,

Essay on the Moral Sense. David Watson,
Williams.

S8ENIOR GREEK CLASS.

Third Year Students.

Greek Prose Essay—*On the Life and Char-
acter of Socrates.” John Hugh McKerras,
Cornwall.

Translation from English into Greek—Hume’s
History of England, the “ Battle of Flodden,” and
“'ﬁtory of Canute.” George W. Malloch, Brock-
vitie.

Translation from Latin into Greek—Quintus
Curtius, Book IV., chapters 25 and 26. Alex-
ander George Fraser, Glengarry.

English Essays-- National Character of the
Athenians.” J. H. McKerras.

“ Theatre of the Greeks.” Donald Campbell,
Glengarry.

Essay on “ Greek Prepositions.” David Wat-
son, Williams.

Second Year Students.

Translation from Latin into Greek.—Robert
lI_)ouglass, Donald Watson, Township of Wil-
iams.

Translation from English into Greek—James
McEwan, Ireland.

English Essays--* Theatre of the Greeks.”
Peter Lindsay, Ormestown, C. E.

“Greek g Aug. Thibodo, Kingston,

Prepositions.” Geo. Ferguson, Montreal,

“Character of the Athenians.”
don, Township of Nelson.

SENIOR LATIN CLASS.

James Gor-

Latin Verse, Hexam.—* Columbus.” James
Gordon.
Latin Prose—*De Gloria.” J. H. McKerras.

English Verse—Translation of Horace, Odes,
Book 111, Ode 24. James McLaren, ]:\Telson.

English Essays—* On the Subjunctive Mood.”
David Watson. .

«Comparison of the Ancient and Modern Lan-
guages.” Peter Lmdsay..

Making{Lllt"l Verses in Class—Henry Mac-
pherson, ingston.

General Merit in the Senior Classes—J. H.
McKerras.

JUNIOR GREEK CLASS.

Translation from Latin into Greek—Part of
the second Oration against Catiline. George
Pringle, Cornwall,
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English Essays—Historical and Geographical
Exercises on Greece. John Lindsay, C. E.;
Arthur Purkiss, Osnabruck ; Alexander Muir,
Secarboro ; Robert Sutherland.

Tubular Paradigm of Greek Verb—James
Grant.

JUNIOR LATIN CLASS.

Lath Verse—* Ztna.” Peter Watson, Wil-
liams,

Translation from Greek into Latin—*The
Denth of anthea.” Arthur Purkiss ; Farquhar
McGillivray, Glengarry ; Robert Sutherland, Ja-
maiea,

English Verse—Translation of Horace, Odes,
Book II., Ode 3. James Rollo, Seymour.

¢ Arctic Regions.” F. McGillivray.

English Essay—*Comparison between the
Roman Senate and British Parliament.” James
Rollo.

¢ Metres of Horace.” George Pringle.

¢ Derivations of Nouns, Adjectives, Verbsand
Adverbs.” TRobert Sutherland; J. A. Grant.

General Merit in the Junior Classes—Robert
Sutherland.

JUNIOR MATHEMATICS.

Best Geometricians—1. Peter Watson, Wil-
liams. 2. Arthur J. Purkiss, Osnabruck ; James
Grant, Glengarry; John Lindsay, Ormestowm ;
Robert Sutherland, Kingston (equal).

Best Algebraists-—1. John Lindsay. 2. Arthur
Purkiss, James Grant, Robert Sutherland.

General Merit—1. George Pringle, Cornwall.
2. Farguhar McGillivray, Glengarry. 2. Alex-
ander Muir, Searboro,

SENIOR MATHEMATICS.

Junior Division—1. Peter Lindsay, Ormes-
“town. 2. Donald Watson, Williams. 3. Henry
Macpherson, Kingston.

Best Exercises in Trigonometry—Peter Lind-
sny. :

)é'enior Division—1. John H. McKerras, Corne
wall. 2. Donald Campbell, Glengarry ; David
Watson, Williams.

-NATURAL PHILOSOPHY,

Essay on the Applications of Mathematics to
Physical Science—1. Donald Campbell. 2. J.
H. McKerras,

Essay on Electricity—1. Auagustus Thibodo,
Kingston. 2. James Gordon, Nelson. 8. James
McIntosh, Kingston. 4. Donald Watson, Wil-
liams. 5. Alexander Fruser, Glengarry.

E'ssay on the Advantages of the Steam Engine--
George W. Malloch, Brockville,

Diagrams—1. Donald Campbell. 2. Robert
Douglass, Nelson. :

Essays. and General Merit during the Ses-
gion—1, Thomas Miller, Nelson. 2. George D,
Ferguson, Montreal.

Good Conduct—Clarke Hamilton,

LOGIC AND RHETORIC.

Logical Analysis of Paley, V.2, 3—James Mec-
Laren. Nelson. .

Essay on Bacon’s Classification of Idola—J.
H. McKerras, '

Poem—** The Dream.” David Watson.

Poem—* The Junction of the Atlantic and
Pacific at the Isthmus of Panama.”

Historical Essay on the Conquest of Mexico by
Cortes—J. H. McKerras.

COURSE OF STUDY.
* Theology.
SYSTBMATIC THEOLOGY.

Recapitulation of the previous part of the
Course. Creation of Man.  Fall. Federal Char-
acter of Adam, and Original Sin. Covenant of
Grace, and the AppBintment of a Mediator.
Sacrifice and Atonementof Christ, The Priestly,
Prophetical and Kingly characters of Christ, Re-
generation, Justification, Adoption, and Sanc-+
tification.

Une or more discourses by each of the Students.
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EXEGETICAL THEOLOGY.

Lectures on the first eight chapters of the
Epistle to the Romans,
Exercises by the Students.

ORIENTAL LANGUAGES,

1. HeBrew. Elements of the Grammar. Read
from the Books of Genesis, Numbers, the Psalms,
the Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Sol-
omon.

Il. CrarLpEE. Elements of the Grammar.
Read from the Book of Ezra.

~

CHURCH HISTORY.

Recapitulation of the events of the first three
centuries ; after which the study and examination
of the Fourthcentury, and the succeeding centun-
ries to the end of the Ninth, were minutely
entered upon and concluded.

Readings and dafly examinations on prescribed
portions of Mosheim’s Church Histories.

Lectures three times a8 weck, and on alternate
days Readings from Dr. Campbell’s Lectures,
Milner and Neander, with copious remarks,

Exercises by the Students once a week.

NATURAL PHILOSOPHY.

Lectures on properties of Matter, Statics, Dy-
namics, Hydrostatics, Hydrodynamics, and Pneu-
matics, Heat, Optics, Electricity, Voltaic Elec-
tricity, Magnetism, Electro-Magnetism.

Earnshaw’s Statics.

Examination on Herschell's Astronomy, and
Arnott’s Physics.

Weekly Essays, and Exercises on subjects of
the course.

MORAL PHILOSOPHY.

Text Books—Wayland’s Elements of Moral
Science : Paley’s Moral and Political Philosophy.

Lectures each alternate day.

Subjects of the Lectures and Examinations.

Laws of Association, Habit, &ec.

Different theories as to the Moral Faculty, and
Nature of Virtue: Dr. A. Smith’s, Hume’s,
Paley's, Hutcheson’s, &c.

Conscience, Moral Law, Moral Quality of Ac-
tions, Moral Obligation.

Human Happiness, Self-love, its nature and
relative rank.

Imperfection of Natural Conscience ; necessity
of additional light. Connection of Natura! and
Revealed Religion.

Essays, composed and read by the Students, on
suhjects connected with the course.

LOGIC AND RHETORIC,

Whately’s Logic: Whately’s Rhetoric: Exam-
inations: Logic : Analysis of Arguments of
various forms, and of passages from different An-
thors.

Essays and Exercises on various subjects.

MATHEMATICS.

Junior Class—Xuclid, First Six Books - Plane
Trigonometry, and Logarithms, Algebra (Hind's),
to Cubic Equations inclusive. Daily and Weekly
Exercises in Algebra, Geometry, and Trigonom-
etry.

Senior Class—Euclid, Eleventh and Twelfth
Books. Meusuration of Planes and Solids. Ana-
lytical Plane and Spherical Trigonometry (Snow-
ball), with application to Geodetical and Astro-
nomical Problems, and the use of Instruments of
Observation. Exercisee in Plane and Spherical
Trigonometry,

Third Class.— Application of Algebra to Ge-
ometry : Conic Secticns : First Section of New-
ton’s Principia : Differential and Integral Cal-
culus : with numerous Exercises,

SEXIOR LATIN CLASS.

Horace.—The fourth Book of the Odes. Car-
men Seculare

The First Book of Satires. Satires 1, 5, 6, 9.

The Second Book of Batires. Satire 8. .

The First Book & Epistles. Epistles 1, 2, 8,

4,5, 6.7,8,9, 10,11, 12,13, 14. 15, 16.

Reading Odes ad aperturam libri.

Cicero—Oratio pro Lege Manilia,

Quistys Curtivs—DLarts of IIL and IV,
Books, ad apérturam,

Roman Antiquities and Geography, Prosody
and Versification.

Daily Exercises of different kinds. Latin Prose
and Verse.

Translating from Latin into Greek and vice
versa.

Latin Phrases, Idioms, and Synonymes.

Lectures on subjects connected with the course.

SENIOR GREEK CLASS.

EuripipEs—Hecubs, v. 1 to 96. v. 444 to
481. v. 893 to 937,

Medea, tfrom v. 1 to v. 1245,

Homer—Iliad, the Fifth Book, v. 1 to 420.

Part of the First Book of the Iliad.

XEeNnoPHON,—Portions of the Memorabilia.

Daily written Exercises, translating from En-
glishinto Greek. Grecian Antiquities and Geog-
raphy. Prosody. Occasional Legtures.

JUNIOR LATIN CLASS,

HorACE—Odes, Book I. 388 Odes.
Book II. Odes 2,8, 6, 7,9,
10, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18. 19, 20,
Book IIL Odes 1, 2, 8, 4,
5,6,8,9,11. .
Cicero—First Oration against Catiline.
Tart of Oratio pro Lege Manilia.
VireiL—Sixth Book of the Aneid.
Revising Latin Grammar.
Derivation and Composition of Words. Rules
of Prosady. °
Roman' Antiquities and Classical Geography.
Daily written Exercises, translating from En-
glish into Latin.

JUNIOR GREEK CLASS.

Extracts from various authors, 70 pages.
Lucran—Righteen Dlalogues.
ANAacrEoN—Fourteen Odes. :
Part of the Gospel according to St, Matthew.
Repeated revisals of the Greek Grammar.
Daily written Jixercises, translating from En-

ﬁlish into Greek, and from the first part of Dun-

ar's Exercises,

After the distribution of Prizes to de-
serving Students, the Reverend Princi-
pal MacHAR closed the Session with the
following Address:— '

GENTLEMEN.—The hour of separation is now
come, and I should not detain you for a moment,
did not the cccasion seem to present me with an
opportunity, too precious to be lost, for impres-
sing upon your minds a few things which we can,
none of us, be too deeply concerned to have in
remembrance. The close of a Session of College
is not witnessed, either by Students or Profes-
sors, without strong emotioni. It were vain to
deny that we lack greatly in sympathy with one
another, and yet oceasions are often oceurring to
show us that we have more of it than we had
given ourselves credit for. We dwell together
for a length of time without being sensible, it
may be, of any speeial interest in each other;
yet, when the hour ariives that is to part us, we
feel that the interest is not small;; we say, Fare-
well, reluctantly ; and there breathes in our last
words and locks a kindness and fellow-feeling
which, when eontrasted with the many hours of
cold indifference we have spent in one another's
society, wonld be incredible to us if it were not
matter of actual experience. It is thus that the
parting words of friends and associates are treas- .
ured up with a miser's care, and make an impres-
sion so much stronger than anything, however
important, that may have passed between them
at any period of a protracted compsnionship,

On this account—bglieving that in these mo-
ments when the solemn adieuis just going to pass
from heart to lip, and when it may be trae df
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some of us that we shall see each other’s faces
no more upon earth-—believing that at such a
time the words I speak to you may receive a place
in your minds, which better words had failed to
win under different circumnstances—I am led to
offer you some brief counsels for your future gui-
dance. Without speaking words that will be
deemed unsuitable by those who have favoured
us with their presence on this occasion, I may
venture to remark thatthe examination which
-ou have undergone during these two days has
geen in a high degree satisfactory, showing that
during the session now closing you have been
worthily employed. Let me now urge it upon
you to have always a worthy object of pursuit :
and, having such an object, to pursue it with be-
fitting earnestness, This is very much what is
contained in that precept of the wise man,
which he enforces so solemnly, * Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for
there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.”

Have always a worthy object of pursuit. Your
hand must find something to do ; for work is the
The stars rest not in their
courses, nor the insect in the sunbeam. You were
not made for rest, but for work. This you might
have learned from all nature; but God hath come
and taught it to you, saying, *Go, work in my
vineyard.” You must have some object of pur-
suit; see that it be & worthy one. Here the Bi-
ble—the Book of books-—the Book of God—must
be your guide. It must be so, because its direc-
tions are alone infallible, embracing the whole
extent of our existence, and the full range of our
relations. You will learn from it that your first
and highest object should e to please Him who
is your Creator, Preserver, and Judge—to seek
the kingdom of God and His righteousness ; and
that, unless this be sought after by you, your ap-
plication to anything else will be the veriest van-
ity. The Bible will teach you, however, that
this first and highest object may be pursued in the
discharge of a vast variety of employments corre-
8 onding to the variety of our eircumstances and
welations, and to that variufy at successive stages
of our existence. We may please God—we may
seek His kiugdom and righteousness—every
where, and in all things; and in taking our
principles of action from the Bible, and following
the lights and leadings of Providence in a lowly
and reverential spirit, we cannot fail of discover-
ing the very calling in which God would have
us to engage—our hand will find the very thing
in His vineyard He has for us to do; for “the
meek He will guide in judgement,and the meek He
will teach His way.” Your lines of things will be
different, your departments of exertion various;
but, walking hunbly with your God—in the
light of His word, and under the direction of His
Providence, it will be His work, and the portion of
His work for which you are best fitted, that you
will find to do; you * will be about your Heav-
enly Father's business”; and this will ensure
your object, whatever it may be, being a worthy
one. You have not, I trust, lived so far from
God hitherto as to be destitute of the blessed
feeling that He has thus far directed your steps.
By the young, alas! as well # Ly the old, the
rule, “ In all thy ways acknowledge God,” is but
too much neglected; and it may not be that all of
you were consciously directed from above to
apply yourseives to the cultivation of your talents
and the enlargement of your knowledge in such
a course of education as you are now passing
through ; but some of you, I may venture to
hope, were so. Some of you can say, I am ap-
plying to my present work because it was made
plain to me, after much examination and pray-
er, that it was God’s will that I should become
a Student ; and, if it be so, your work here
among the worthiest in itself, is worthy in you.
One worthy object of pursuit at least you already
have. But mere students you are not always to
be; mere students, ind you can at no time
innocently be, because to study is but one of your
obligations, Already there are presented to you
other abjects, the worthiness of which, as well as
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your call to them, must be painfully scrutinized
by you; and these objects will enlarge as life
opens up, and your relations extend. Inall cases
you will be guided to & proper determination, if
you acknowledge God : setting Him before you,
your paths will be directed ; your hands will find
what they should do, because they will find what
God gives them to do; and you will proceed on
as securely as if you were hearing a voice from
Heaven, saying to you, * This is the work to which
I appoint you.' Of this direction you may be
;\ssured because it is promised by Him who cannot
ie. .
Having a worthy object of pursuit, pursue it
withbefitting earnestness. *Whatsoever thy hand
findeth to do, do it with thy might.,” I have indi-
cated the circumstances in which the pursuits of
a student would be worthy in you; I have ex-
pressed my hope that these circumstances are
yours—that, ifyou are intermeddling with all wis-
dom and cultivating your intellectual powers, as
but few of our race are privileged to do, you have
the feeling that this, in your case, is according to
the will of God. Truly if your work here,
through your call to it in Providence being plain,
is worthy in you, it is in itself pre-eminently
worthy. " If regard be had to the high objects
with which you are here brought acquainted, and
to the fitness which the studies and discipline
of this place will give you for the discharge
of distinguished employment in the service of
God, and for the good of your fellow-men, your
present pursuits are indeed noble ; and well then
might we expect to see you giving yourselves to
them with your might. Undoubtedly it is be-
seeming that your work, as the Students of a
College, should be done with the heart, with good
will, with the deepest earnesgness you can feel ;
let us hope that this work will be so done by you,
and that, as you advance, your course will be
marked by a more settled determination, by a
growing enthusiasm, in study. I feel the impor-
tance, my young friends, of your now studying
with your might ; I feel that your present oppor-
I tunities are unspeakably precious, and that they
demand that you should strive to make the most
of them. But you are not to be always Students;
you will soon have to use what you have acquir-
ed; thinking must be succeeded by acting. Other
ohjects than those which are pursued by the light
of the midnight lamp, will soon be presented to
you ; far sooner, perhaps, than you think. Al
ready even are you in the midst of such objects ;
and from one and another portion of the vine-
yard of the Lord is there a call coming to you,
“ Why stand ye idle, since here is work for you
to do?” Tt is not therefore in reference to your
pursuits as Students merely, however worthy
these may be, but in reference to all those pur-
suits in which God is now calling or may here-
after call you to engage, that I seek to press upon
you the giving of yourselves to them with earnest-
ness. Not in regard to one thing only, but in
regard to whatsoever thing you do, would T urge
you, in the words of Solomon, “to do it with your
might”,

Earnestness in your work is indispensable to
your sucecess. It was said to Reuben, “ Unstable
as water, thou shalt not excel ;” and & commen-
tator, writing upon this, quaintly says, ¢ Men do
not thrive because they do not fix.”  Nothing is
more true. No one can thrive in anything with-
ont vigorous and sustained exertion ; all things
may be done with strength and fixedness of
purpose ; without them, nothing. Pre-eminently
1s this true of study ;- especially in this age, so
remarkable for activity and competition. Letthe
young Student not forget this. Let him take it
along with him, that more needfal in these days
than in any before them are fervour and fixed-
ness of purpose ; that attainments and training,
which might have succeeded heretofore, will not
succeed now ; that, consequently, Students must
feel more intensely, and work more industriously
than their fathers, if they would not encounter the

shame and disappointment of sinking beneath
their fathers’ levgf . d -
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Earneatness in your objects of pursuit is as in-
dispensable to your happiness as to your success,
What has just been said, shows this: for how can
a man be happy, who must always be trembling
under anticipated failure ? But the blessedness
of industry is seen from every point at which it
can be viewed. While sloth withers the strength
both of our mental and corporeal frame, industry
preserves a healthy mind in & healthy body. La-
bour,though it bears upon it the stampofthe curse,
has, in the wisdom and goodness of God, been
converted into one of our chiefest blessings. The
life of the industrious, if only God be acknowl-
edged in it, is a continual feast. The life of the
idle, on the other hand, is a continual vexation;
insomuch that persons,who have looked forward to
a retirement from active life as the summit of
their ideas of enjoyment, have then only, for the
first time, learned what it was to be truly un-
happy,

Without earnestness in your work you cannot
please God. It is not the sluggish and cold that
He seeks to serve Him; His servants must be fer-
vent in spirit; only such can be acceptable in His
sight. If our eyes were open, we should receive
confirmation of this from every quarter., The
laws impressed upon creation—the claims of God
upon our service—the nature of that service—
and the difficulties amidst which we have to ren-
der it—all would proclaim in our ear that in the
listless and supine God can have no pleasure, that
¥1 :’he zealous and laborious only can He take de-

1ght, - 4

gIn fine, without earnestness in your work you
cannot be prepared for the rewards of eternity.
Time flies; we shall soon have done with all
here; soon have to lay ourselves down and die.
But should this grieve us, when this voice has
been heard from Heaven, ¢ Blessed are the dead
which die in the Lord; yea, saith the Spirit, for
they rest from their lubours, and their works do
follow them?” Yet let us observe these words.
The blessed, of whom they speak, are persons who
rest from their labours, and whose works follow
them. This looks ominously for the hopes of
those who are not labouring, who are notworking;
who, when their Master in Heaven has a work
for them to do, either pass by on the other side,
or, if they approach it, come to it with a cold
heart and nerveless hand. Will a servant of this
kind be pronounced aservant at all? Or, if he
is, will it not be an unprofitable servant, and will
he not receive the unprofitable servant’s doom ?
Let this be reflected on. Let it convey & timely
alarm to those who have ever thought that they
might spend life on the lap of ease, yet lay hold
of the prizes of immortality. Ease,--what have
we at least to do with ease? Work--blessed
work--is our calling, Who would not wear out
rather than rust out, even if there were no hereaf-
ter? But there is. Meantime our vocation is
work, and arduous work too ; for it is to strive
against sin—to be at enmity and war with the
diversified forms of moral evil in ourselves and in
others. “Itwerein vain,” says Foster, *to seek
to escape from the condition of our place in the
dominions of God. A mind of wandering and
melancholy thought, impatient of the grievous _
realites of our state, may at some moments almost
breathe the wish that we had been a different or-
der of beings, in another dwelling than this, apd
appointed on a different service to the Almighty.
In vain] Here still we are to pass the first
part of our existence in a world where it is fm-
possible to be at peace, because there has come
into it & mortal enemy to all that live in it. A-
midst the darkness that veils from us the state of
the universe, we would willingly be periuaded
that this our world may be the only region [ex-
cept that of penal Just_lce] where the cause of evil
is permitted to maintain a.contest. Here perhaps
may be almost its last encampment, where its
prolonged power of hostility may be suffered in
ord.er to give a protracted display of the manner
of its appointed destruction., Here our lot is cast
on a ground so awfully pre-occupied ; a calomi-
tous distinetion! but yet a sublime one, if thus we
may render to the %cernal King a service of a

-
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mere arduous kind than it is possible to the inhab-
itants of any other world than this to render Him;
and, if thus we may be trained, through devotion
and conformity to the Celestial Chief in this war-
fare, to the final attainment of what He has prom-
mised in so many illustrious forms to him that
overcometh, we shall soon leave the region where
80 much is inrebellion against God. But we
shall go where all that pass from our world must
present themselves as from battle, or be denied to
minglein the eternal joys and triumphs of the con-
querors.”

G then, my young friends, and work now. Go,
and work with alacrity and with your might—
glad, notwithstanding all that there is around you
to sadden and depress, that yon have such a Mas—
ter to serve, and such work to do. You are
Young; but be not guilty of the folly of saying, **It
18 t0o 800n to meet the requirements of my Hea-
venly calling.” It may soon be too late Work
while it is day ; the night cometh—cometh fast,
perhaps suddenly—the night when no man can
work, and when,if the day has been lost, no tongue
can speak, no heart conceive—eternity only can
disclose—that loss.

————————————————
CHURCH IN SCOTLAND.

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND SABBATH
SCHOOLS.

We extract from the Glasgow Consti-
tutional the ensuing article, as well as the
account of the important meeting of the
friends of the Sabbath Schools of the
Church of Scotland in Glasgow.

That there is a downward progress in vice—
so distinctly marked that each step may be
counted—is a truth admitted in all theories, and
proved by all experience; and it is a truth which
equally holds with reference (if the distinction be
allowable) to mental as well as to moral depravity.
The_youthful prodigal did not all at once reach
the lowest depth of wretchedness. His down-
ward course was progressive. It began with dis-
content with his earthly lot—discontent induced
impatience of paternal control—and this im-

tience led him to that far country, where, un-
g:eded and unbridled, he ran his race of li-
centiousness, till, under the concurrent woes of
want, slavery, and moral prostration, he was fain
o feed on “ the husks of which the swine did
eat.” Just 80 of the mentally depraved. Corrupt
the young mind with secular, apart from religious
instruction, and this—gainsay it who may—is
Just subjecting it to the teaching or “counsel of
the ungodly.” That first step is the fatal one.
With a distaste for what is holy, he will covet-the
company of the profane, or *stand in the way of
sinners;” and the transition is easy to the final
step, which lands him in *the seat of the scorn-
ful,” himself a teacher of infidelity. How differ-
ent where religion is the basis of education.
How surely will faith lead to virtue, and virtue to,
knowledge—that kuowledge which, first directed
to the Maker of the Universe, will enhance and
purify the pupil’s growing acquaintance with all

" that is commonly known as classieal, or scientific,
or secular education. )

We have been led to these reflections by the

erusal of the able and interesting addresses de-
Evered on Thursda{ evening at the third annual
meeting of the Sabbath School Association sin
connection with the Church of Scotland. We
are not content with merely congratulating the
Church of Scotland upon this demonstration, al-
though #very member of that Church will hail it
with much gratification and thanksgiving. Moral
and religious education is not a denomina-
tional thing; and we eall upon every friend of the
destitute and neglected children of our native
land—and especially those of our larger commu-
nities—to bestow upon the proceedings of this
Association their careful and close attention.
Here is un Association commencing upon a limited
scale with the single object of establishing and
eacouraging & friendly intercourse and co-opera-

L4

.
THE PRESBYTERIAN.

tion among those who labour in connection with
the Established Church in teaching poor children
of our ¢ity in Sabbath schools. As it gruws in
number it grows in usefulness—for a good work
contains in itself the principle of extending, or
expaunsion. Soon we find the Sabbath teaching
extending to kindred objects—secular week-day
tuition becomes included—juvenile missions are
founded—church attendanceis secured—the cause
of Sabbath observance is earnestly supported—a
teacher’s mission to carry Gospel Truth to dark
places is established; and, exactly in the same
degree as the Society expands in usefulness, so
does it grow in numerical strength, for it could
report to its friends at its third anniversary, on
Thursday evening, that it numbered 444 teachers,
giving instruction to 5,014 pupils, having during
last year increased by no less than 80 teachers,
But %vet us do justice to our friends of other de-
nominations,. for a prominent feature in Sabbath
schools is the catholicity which pervades all the
teachers. The Church of Scotland elaims no
higher merit than that of forming a component
part of the “ Sabbath School Union of Glasgow,”
comprising, as mentioned from the chair on
Thursday evening, a membership of 2,400 teach-
ers, and not fewer than 34,000 scholars! Ah, ye
legislators upon education, ye who would make
frail men perfect by means of scientific or clas-
sical knowledge, giving the Bible a secondary
place—by way of apology for giving it no place
at all—come here and yourselves take a lesson
in the humble Sabbath schools of Clasgow.

One word, before we conclude, in the ear of
our friends of the Established Church particularly
of that class—not a large one—who are not be-
hind their neighbours in enthusiasm, but who
give it a wrong dirgetion, contenting themselves
with a sort of chivalric feeling, which expends
itself in eulogising * the Church of our Fathers,”
and depends on the Church as an abstraction,
apart from its members, for advancing works of
usefulness. This is a mistake. The Church of
Scotland deserves every laudation as regards its
coustitution; and, as justly stated by the Chair-
man, you will never judge of her upon her prin-
ciples, or try her according to her standards,
without being satisfied that in these respects she
is all Sound.  But it was also stated, and should
never be forgotten, that, to have a church in ear-
nest, the members which compose that church
must be earnest themselves in faith, in zeal, in
works of righteousness. Let all, therefore, min-
isters, elders, teachers, and people, rally round
the Church in an earnest working spirit, till, by
God’s blessing, she « stands forth as the morning,
fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and terrible as
an army with banners.”

oncrm

The Third Apnual Meeting and Soirde, of the
Glasgow Sabbath School Association in connec-
tion with the Church of Scotland, was held on
Thursday evening, the 23d of Febroary last, in
the City Hall. The Meeting was very numer-
ously attended. Adam Paterson, Esq., President
of the Association, occupied the chair.

The Rev. Dr Paton opened the Meeting by
prayer. After the service of tea and coffee, a
thanksgiving hymn from the 33d Paraphrase was
sung, the precentor of St. Andrew’s leading.

‘The Chairman then rose and said— Ladies and
Gentlemen, my Christian friends, I have to con~
gratulate the Sabbath School Teachers’ Assacia-
tion in connection with the Church of Scotland
upon the vast assemblage that has been gathered
here together in honour of their third anniversary.
I think we may hail this as a token for good.
There is no one more forward to admit than the
Sabbath school teacher that a religious home is
the best Sabbath school, and that pious parents
are the best Sabbath teachers. But, alas!- are
all homes religious? arg all parents pious? It
is a sad and & mournful thing that we have on-
ly to look around usin the world to find the prac-
tical verification of that Seripture truth, that pa-
rents may often forget or forsake their own chil-
dren. And sad and mournful as this may- be,

why should we not hail that other Scripture
truth—than which there is nonem ore beautiful
or more touching—* If my father and mother
forsake me, then the Lord will take me up.” I
do venture to uffirm, that, if we regard the agency
that is at work and fulfilling this word in the
world around us, towards the poverty-stricken
and forsaken children of our lund, we must
claim a place, and no mean place,and that agency
just for the humble Sabbath school. (Cheers,)
I need scarcely add that, holding these views of
Sabbath echools, it must be with feelings of real
refreshment, and I hope feelings of humble grati-
tude, that we find all evangelical churches puch -
ing forward to claim a share in this great work.
(Cheers.) Can there, I would ask, be a more
goodly sight than the Sabbath School Union of
QGlasgow—comprising in it membership which
is gathered from all evangelical denominations,
not fewer than' 2,400 Sabbath school teachers
and not fewer thuh 34,000 scholars? (Cheers.)
Can there be a greater cause for gratitude than
to find that our own Church of Scotland is also
coming forward and participating in this al-
liance? (Cheers.) The time was—and, indeed, it
is not long bygone—when our Church endured a
season of weakness, and when the part she took
in Sabbath schools was not extended as it now is.
‘The part she holds now in Sabbath school agency,
you will learn from the Report, but I thiuk, at
the risk of repeating what I said befure, if we
look et this vast assemblage gathered together
here this evening, on the meeting of onr Sabbuth
School Teachers’ Association, we may at least
rechon that the Church is in earnest ubout this

.matter. (Cheers.) The change in the position

of our Church with reference to Sabbath school
teaching appears to me to suggest both instruc-
tive lessons and also interesting reflections; and I
doubt not that to many of these our friends, who
are Lo address you this evening, will direct your
attention. To one only of these considerations
would 1 advert before 1 sit down--and it is this—
that, wherever the members of the Church of
Sootland are found failful to their Church, and

' faithful to Him who ig that Chureh's Head, no

want of vitality will ever be found chargeable
against the constitution of our Church itself.
(Loud cheers.) Let us, then, who are members
of the Church, show ourselves earnest in faith,
and in the peac eable fruits of righteousness, and,
if we do so, we will find it inevitable that our
Chureh will show herself a church in earnest—
(cheers ) —for, with respect to her constitution,
1 will venture fearlessly 1o state that our Church,
judged upon her principles, and tried according.
to her stundards, is as pure as durable—as inde-
structible as any portion of the Church of Christ
upon euarth-—(cheers)—and the reasom why, I
consider to be merely this, that, like that Church
of which she forms a part, her foundation is the
Rock of ages—herSaviour Lord is her Head--and
her standards are in conformity with the Word
of God. (Loud cheers.) 1 have now the plea-
sure of callingon Mr. Campbell, our Secretary,
to read the Annual Report and the Treasurer’s
Statement. (Cheers.)

My. J. A. Campbeil, Secretary, then read the
Report, of whieh tge following is an abstract:—It
defined the ovject of the association, and stated
that there was already evidence that the object
was being reslised. Of the Sabbath Schools in
Glasgow, belonging to the Church of Scotiund, -
were the following:—Schools, 72; male teachers,
243; female teachers, 201: in all, 444. Average -
number of male scholars, 2433 ; of female scholars,
2581; in all, number of male scholars, 2433; of
female scholars, 2581; in all, 5014. These num-
bers, compared with statistics of the similar pe-
riod of the previous year, presented an increase
of 4 schools, 80 teachers and 499 scholars. 1t
was stated that three of the schools were con-
nected with recently opened Quoad Sacra
Churches. The Report proceeded to detail the
measures pursted in carrying on the Sabbath
school work. It made especial mention of teach-
ers’ meetings for prayer and pregamtion. aud
urged their institution” wherever they have not -



already been adopted. It acknowledged the
liberality of the West of Scotland Bible So-

ciety in giving grants of Bibles and Tes- .
After referring with |
brotherly good will to the similar association in :

taments to the schools.

Edinburgh, and also to the Glasgow Sabbath
Schools Union, it alluded to the present impor-
tant movement in several quarters of the Church,
to call the attention of the General Assembly
more prominently to the subject of Sabbath
schools. The Report then referred to the work
of the Sabbath school being one of a spiritual
nature, and concluded by requesting the prayers
of the Church both for scholars and teachers.
The Rev. Dr. Barr—This meeting will an-
ticipate not only the motion which I have the
honour to propose, but a large proportion also of
what T am about to say in its recommendation.
The Report we have heard reflects high credit on
all the parties concerned in it and eonnected with
it. whether as authors in preparing the materials
of which it consists, or as agents in conducting
the operations which it records. It contains a
vast amount of information with regard to the
principles and details of Sabbath-school teaching,
and it presents an example of well-directed and
successful industry in promoting a most impor-
tant object, the contemplation of which must be
alike gratifying to the patriot, the philanthropist,
and the Christian. (Cheers ) The circulation of
your Report, Sir,is calculated to be of most essen-
tial service in promoting the cause of Sabbath
school instruction, by the excellent model which
it proposes——by the judicious regulations it pre-
scribes—by the appropriate motives which it
adduces—and by the useful suggestions in which
itabounds. (Cheers.) The members of every re-
Tigions denomination may be expected to hail it
with high satisfaction as the record of a movement
fraught with the happiest results to the interests of
our common Christianity, whilst the members of
the Church of Scotland, in particular, will welcome
it with delight and gratitude as a most precious
token of the Divine favonr to our beloved Zion,
giving her a stronger claim to national confidence
and attachment, by renderlng her moreextensively
the instrument of national improvement and pros-
perity. (Loud cheers) But the most impor-
tant feature in the Report we have heard, is” the
tone of deep spirituality which pervades it from
heginning to end. It points out the true way to
ensure the improvement of the scholars—that is,

by promoting piety in the teachers, The fre-’

g?ent meetings for prayer and for conference are,
rough the Divine blessing, calculated to pro-
duce the most salutary and beneficial effect in
cherishing the principles and feelings which the
work of Christian teaching expresses and calls
forth into excrcise, and without which it could
neither be a source of comfort to the teacher nor
benefit to the taught. Such societies as this con-
fer a twofold benefit—it is a mercy twice blessed,
not less to those that dispeuse the benefit of in-
struction than to them that receive it. Cheers.)
The motion which I have the honour to propose
is conceived in these words——* That the Report
now read be adopted asthe Third Annual Report
of the Gla scow Sabbath School Association in
enmnection with the Church of Scotland, and that
it be printed and circulated as the Report of this
Association.” T may observe, in announcing this
motion, that the Ruport whose adoption I have
moved, gives the most gratifying account of the
success of your institution. It has now, we find,
completed the third year of its existence; yet, al-
though still in its infancy, it has discovered the
wisdom, and put forth the energy, and achieved
the work of age and experience. (Cheers.)

In detailing the proceedings of the past year, the
Report has assigned the most substantial grounds
of thankfulness and epgouragement. The present
state of your Association is calculated to afford
high gratification to the friends of Christ and to

“the friends of the Chunrch of Scotland—not so
much from the evidence it affords of past success
as from the confident expectation it warrants of
future extension and advancement, (Cheers.)
Can T luok at the assembly now before me with-
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out being convinced that this association will
grow and advance? It hasin itself the elements
of growth and prosperity, and that its progress
during the year we have now commenced will be
at least equal to that which attended and distin-
guished it during that which has concluded, may
be confidently predicted. (Cheers.) But, Sir,
the whole depends upon the conduct of those who
carry on its affairs, and do its work in the ca-
pacity of teachers. _Let them recollect the Report
they have heard. Let them cherish the spirit of
piety whieh it breathes. Let them exemplify the
principles which it enjoins, in the sacred work to
which they are called, by cultivating personal
piety in the first instance—by labouring in sim-
ple dependenee on the blessing of God for ability
and success, prosecyting their work with ardour,
diligence and fidelity—and then every returning
year in the history of this Association will surpass
its predecessor in tokens of the Divine favour,
and in the gratifying results of successful indus-
try and application. 1 beg to move the adoption
and printing of the Report. (Cheers.)

Mr M’Haffie.—I have great pleasure in seeond-
ing the motion, which has been made by Dr. Barr,
for the aduption and printing of the Report. I
think I am only expressing the feelings of this
large assemblage, when I say that I never lisge
ened to a more interesting, a more delightful, or
a more encouraging Report than we have now
heard from Mr. Campbell. (Checrs.) There is
just one part of it on which I wouhd make a re-
mark-—where it alludes to what is going on in
the Church courts in respect to Sabbath schools,
and [ do hope ere long we shall have a sixth
Schere, emanating from our General Assemb]
for the management and support of Sabba
schools. (Chcers‘% I am quite sure that such &
scheme will be well received and encouraged by
every member of the Church of Scotland.
(Cheers.)

The motion was unanimously agreed to.

The Rev. George Alexander of Wishaw.—
I claim your indulgence only for a few minutes.
I rise f?ul' the purpose of congratulating the
members of this Association upon their suocess,
and upon their happy choice of the Sunday
schools as a field of labour. That a true Chris-
tian is bound to labour for Christ will in this as-
sembly be readily admitted. It is not to be sup-
pused that men are hired into the Lord’s vineyard
to b idle—they are hired to work—to bear the
heat and the burden of the day. And in the
first place they are expected to keep their own
vinevard--to cultivate their own hearts, and then,
in the generous spirit of that religion they pro-
fess; they are required to assist in reclaiming
the wastes around them, and in extending to
their fellow-men their advantages and principles.
(Chevrs.) Monopoly is foreign to the genius of
Christinnity. 1 envy not the Christian principles
of the man who never looks beyond the narrow
circle of his own walk. That Christianity which
prompts to no labour and constrains to no
sacrifice may well be questioned. Freely every
Christian has received—it is his duty freely to
give. The truth is, every genuine disciple of
Christ feels himself under the strongest possible.
obligations to exert himself in His service.
When he thinks of the love, the toils, the prayers,
the tears, and the blood of his Redeemer, the

uestion rises spontaneously in his breast, Can I
go nothing—oan I sacrifice nothing to express
my gratitude? Lord! what wilt Thou have me
todo? Now, it appears to me that the members
of this Association have felt this obligation—
have been constrained to put such & question—-
and have been happy in finding an answer.
“Feed My Lambs ” s the answer that Jesus has
returned. He has directed them to the streets
and lanes of this crowded city to bring the little
wanderers to His fold and arms; and the gra-
tifying Report which has this night been read,
shows how cheerfully they have gone—and how
successfully they have laboured. I beg again to
congratulate them, I congratulate the members
of this Association on their success, I congrat-
ulate them that they have caught some spark of

85

their Saviour’s love, and breathed something of
the generous spirit of genuine Christianity. I
rejoice to meet with those who are willing to
deny themselves—-and to exert themselves in
doing good, who have a religion which beats
fruit, which does not evaporate in wishes, nor
exhaust itself in professions. (Cheers ) I cannot
but think that the members of this Association
have been peculiarly happy in selecting the Sun-
day School as a field of labour. Nonec is more
interesting —none can be more inviting. Itis a
field which God has blessed, and will bless. No
one who reads the Bible can doubt that God
manifests the most tender concergfor the interests
of the young. The promise ‘' Suffer little chil-
dren to come unto Me,and forbid them not”—may
convey to the heart of every teacher, engaged in
Sunday Schools, the assurance that he will not
labour in vain. 'Tis hard to sow and not reap—
to plant a vineyard and not eat of its fruit— to
miss your mark and to beat the air: but for such
mis-spending of strength and such waste of labour
the teacher needs not be afraid. While God loves
little children, and while Jesus desires to fold
them in His arms, and to bless them, he may la-
bour on in happy trust that if he has not already
reaped—and we learn from the Report you
have reaped—he shall yet have his reward.
(Cheers.) Not only will the blessing of Ged
prosper the exertions of this Association, but
the very children themselves encourage t{ﬂu
to persevere. Their glances of love— eir
looks of trust and confidence—invite you for-
ward. They ere too huymble to cavil, and
they are too lowly to sneer. Care has not yet
tracpd ite furrows on their brows, neither has sor-
row dimmed the lustre of their eyes. Bad pas-
sions indeed may be rising, but they have not
yet gained ungovernable ascendency. "Tis cvi-
dently the teacher’s time to be up and doing.
Very soon there will be a change. These chil-
dren, if left to themselves, will become hardened;
the anxieties of life will grow up to choke the
seed. and many opposing obstacles will withstand
the advancement of thig Associstion. Then how
difficult is it to check a habit that has become
inveterate—to curB unruly passions—and to
tame the proud spirit. The trickling rill of the
mountain may be turned at pleasure; but turn i
who can when it has swelled into a river broad
and deep. . (Cheers.) A lion as a cub may be
tamed, but who will lay their hands on his mane
when he steps fierce and full-grown from his na-
tive forest? (Applause.) Much may be done in
mastering the habits and passions of the soul in
the feebleness of infancy; but who will grapple
successfully with them when they have attained
a giant’s strength? (Cheers.) Let the teachers
then seize the golden opportunity, and do,
throngh God’s grace, what they-can. (Cheers )
Bunyas, when he was conscience-stricken, on
account of his oaths and blasphemies, longed to
return to the happy innocent days of childhood.
« I wish,” he said, * with all my heart that I
might become a little child again, that my father
mizht teach me to speak without this wicked way
of swearing.” Now what Bunyan wished himseif
to become, the children in the Sundyy schools
actually are. The teacher communicates the
principles of Revelation to understandings eager
and inquisitive,—he proclaims the terrors of the
Lord to consciences tender and impressible,—he
proposes the truths of faith to minds hurble and
trustful,— he directs to the path of duty those
who have not yet stu{ed far 1n the path of error,
—he makes his appesl to hearts that are soft, and
to judgments that are unbiassed, and he tells the
story of Redeeming Love to those whose affections
are still warm. It is evident that he stands on
high vantage-ground,—he sweetens the stream of
life at the foun!.aln-head. Compared with the
instructions of riper years he has the advantage.
He_ embraces the natural seed-time, and sows in
spring; while the Christian minister has often to
strgggle on sowing the seed in autumn, and
amidst the frosts of winter. (Cheers.) In the
Sunday school he trains the tender sapling of
youth, while in the pulpit the Christian minister



86

has to bend the stalwart stem of manhood, and
the withered trunk of age. (Cheers,) I would
not limit the grace of God; but, humanly speak-
ing, the Sabbath school teacher has the greater
prospect of success. (Cheers.) There are many
sceptics on this point. There are even parents

who doubt very much if young people can be so-

bered into the seriousness of devotion—if they
can be made really to comprehend and feel the
truths of religion. Have these parents ever
made the experiment in their own families?.
We fear they have not. Had the father who
doubts told his little ones of a kinder Father in
Heaven, who watches them with an eye that
never sleeps, and upholds them with an arm that
never wearies; and, if the mother who objects
told them of One who loves them with an
affection stronger than that which burns in her
own breast, both would have found that their
merry-hearted romping children had heads to
think and hearts to feel. We appeal to expe-
rience. Did Timothy do injustice to the faith of
Lois and Eunice—did Samuel disappoint the
rayers of Hannah—and mieht not Hophni and

hineas have acted otherwise if Eli had dis-
charged to them more faithfully a parent’s duty?
We appeal, therefore, from such careless parents,
even to the members of this Association. We
refer you to the Report, which tells you that its
teachers have been eminently successful. And
of a truth, Sir, the members of this Association
have chosen to themselves a blessed task. To
teach the rudiments of a thoroughly religious
character—to labour for the good of those whom
God and Jesus love—to pour grace and truth
upon lips where deceit and falsehood might other-
wise have found a resting-place—to find worthy
thoughts for busy active heads, which atherwise
might have been plotting mischief—to make little
hearts swell with big emotions—to pick jewel
after jewel for the Saviour's crown from what
was considered the rubbish 6f Glasgow—to arm
an immortal spirit for the struggle on earth and
plume it for its flight to Heaven—to be instru-
mental in saving the souls and advancing the
kingdom of Christ, is an employment worthy of
Angels.  (Cheers.)

Mr. J. Tawse, president of the Edinburgh
kindred Association, seconded the motion, and
gave some interesting details connected with the
progress of that Institution. The motion was
carried unanimously.

The Rev. Mr, N. M’Lcod, of Dalkeith, who
was received with much cheering, said—TI have
had the honour of addressing more than one
meeting in the City Hall, but I confess I never
addressed any that has filled me with such high
feelings of gratification as that I now see be-
fore me, and this arising from the considera-
tion of the objeet that has ealled you togeth-
er. As a minister of the Church of Scot-
land, T have in my own name, and I could say
T think for all the clergymen of the Church
of Scotland—I have to return you my most
hearty thanks for the manner in which yu have
cheered our hearts and strengthened our hands
by your lubours of faith and love. Your Report
on Sabbath schools will cheer the heart of many
a lonely minister when he sees what has been
done by the friends of the Church in this great
city. It will cheer the heart of many a mission-
ary abroad, and many a laboures amidst the woods
and wilds of Canada. I address yonasa brother
Sabbath school teacher. (Cheers.) Icommencéd
teaching a Sabbath school a-long time ago, I am
afraid to mention how long, certainly more than
20 ycars ago, and ever since I was an ordained
minister it has been my regular Sabbath work.
(Cheers.) I do feel a very deep and sincere
interest in it. It has been suggested to me that
I should offer a few remarks on the connection
between the Church and the School. The Church
of Scotland ever sinca the Reformation has had in
itsmind thegreatidea of the inseparableconnection
between the Church and the School; and it is the
only Church in the world which not only had the
idea but realised it. I confess I do not like the
phrase the Church and School. It does not ex-
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press the idea. We have always looked on the
Church as the great teacher—the schoolmaster
of the nation. So we would describe the Church
as a great school, including what we term the con-
gregation and the school—the school the young
congregation—and the congregation on Sabbath
theold congregation—the youngand old congrega-
tion being included under the oneterm the Church.
We have recognised it, therefore, as a function of
the Church that, as national schoolmaster, she
shall teach the old; but, in order to teach theold
efficiently in the big congregation. it is absolutely
necessary to begin by teaching the young school
in the week-day congregation. This is our theo-
ry—we have worked it out, and, I take it, you
may have all the theories you please, and try to
put them into practice, but I greatly mistake the
feeling of the Church of Scotland, if any con-
sideration in this world will ever tempt her
ministers, and T hope and pray nothing will ever
tempt her people, to cause a separation between
the two, the Church and the School. (Loud
cheers). I have seen a little of the working of
other systems—I have seen the school severed
from the Church in that part of America, which
is perpetually appealed to as an example—
Massachusetts—where it bas got notoriously
wer Unitarian influence. I have seen it in
France, where it has got under socialist and re-
publican inflaence. I have seen it in Prussia,
where, unfortunately, it has fallen under rational-
isticinfluence. In Scotland alone, notwithstanding
all the attempts which have been made, it has
never been taken frfom sound evangelical influence,
So it has been for 200 years, and it has made
Scotland what it is, or nothing else has. One
word, in point of theory, in reference to Sabbath
schools. I look upon the congregation as having
a double function or work—first, in reference to
its own members, communicants, further, to
those without, not communicants., That double
work may be compared to the action of a steam
engine, which has sometimes to supply itself—
its own fuel and water, which I call its inward
work, and then to turn thd wheels of the factory,
which I call its outward work. In the first as-
pect, the Church has its spiritual work, in
supplying its own people; in the sacred Evange-
listic work—bringing in those who don’t belong
to her. Parallel to this, I regard the Sabbath
schoel as part and parcel of the congregation—
the congregation in miniature. It has to do an
inward work. Itis bound to see that the bap-
tised members of the church receive a Christian
eduecation.  When a child is baptised, it is in-
troduced as & ward into the society of the church
or the society of the congregation, Being thus
introduced, it should be looked after; and if that
theory were practically followed out, one great
blessing arising from-Christian baptism would be
more felt than it has been hitherto. But I hold
further that the school has a missionary work,
in order to bring in those who do not belong to
any church—to give them a religious education,
and fit them for members of the Church., My
practical conclusion is this, I do not think the
Sabbath schools in any case should be separated
from the Church. I have ever held fast, and
acted on that principle. They ought to be strictly
in connection with the ministers and elders of
the Church. They are the Sabbath schools of
the congregation, and 1 would as soon hand over
a portion of my congregation to be taught by
any one that pleases—when, where, and how he
pleases—as I would the Sabbath schools, I,
therefore, most cordially sympathise with the
movement which has been referred to by a preced-
Ing speaker (Mr. M’Haffie), that the Church, as
a church, should take up the whole question of
Sabbath schools, not for the purpose of making
new collections, but to give them & right church
organization. I heartily wish that movement
may succeed. Let me day & word, before I con-
clude, to Sabbath school “teachers. I know the
difficulties they have to encounter. Their daty
is an arduous one. It requires no self-denial to
sit down at home and write criticisms on the
state of a city—to lonk into this street and that

wynd—and profess horror at the dreadful state
of the poor, thus disclosed. But it requires some
pluck and energy-——some principle—day after
day, and month afier month, year after year, to
try and remedy the evil. The Rev. gentleman
proceeded at some length to expatiate on the
difficulties attending the daty ot Sabbath school
teachers, the encouragements they had to per- -
severe, and the reward which awaited their ox-
ertions, We regret we have not room for the re-
mainder of his eloquent and impassioned address,
which he concluded as follows:—

“ There is no failure
To the good and wise.—what though your seed
falls on the way-side,
And ithe small birds snatch it? Still the birds are
fod—
And they may bear it far beyond the tide,
To bear rich harvests after you are.dcad ”

Mr. C. H. Murray, after some observations, in
which he highly complimented the Rev. Mr,
M'Leod, and ascribed the origin of the Association
to his encouragement and direction several years
ago, moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Tawse and
the deputation from Fdinburgh,

The Lord Dean of Guild moved & vote of
thanks to the Chairmun, which was most enthu-
siastically accorded.

After which a portion of the 102d Psalm was
sung, and the benediction pronounced by the
Rev. Professor Hill. The meeting then “sepa-
rated.

CHURCH INTELLIGENCE.

PRresBYTERY OF EDINBURGH.—A pro re
nata meeting of this Rev. Body was held on
Friday, 15th of March— Rev. Mr. Fraser, Mode-
rator.

The Moderator explained that he had ealled
the meeting to receive the presentation by the
Lord Provost and Magistrates of Edinburgh in
favour of the Rev. W. . H. Gray, M. A,, minister
of 8t Paul’s Church, Perth, to be minister of the
Church and Parish of Lady Yester’s, Edinburgh.
He stated that he had exercised that authority
in accordance with the law of the Church, and
that he was anxious to expedite the settlement
of that Rev. gentleman in Lady Yester’s Church,
which had already been vacant for too long a pe-

‘riod,
The Presbytery unanimously approved .of the

conduct of the Moderator in baving called the
meeting,

The presentation, letter of acceptance, and
other documents, having been read by the clerk,

Mr Stewart, Libberton, said that, in accordance
with the wish expressed by the Moderator, and
with the known desire of the congregation of
Lady Yester's Church, that all possible means
should be taken to expedite the seitlement of Mr
Gray in that charge, he would move that the pre-
sentation and other documents be sustained; that
Mr Gray be appointed to preach in that church
on Sabbath the 24th inst. and the fullowing day,
intimation of which to be given on Sabbath first
(17th inst.); and that the mioderation of the
call be fixed for the 5th of April—the earliest
possible day which they could fix for that purpose.
The Rev. gentleman added that he was quite sure
the Presbytery would do everything in their
power, consistently with the rules and laws of
the Church, to facilitate the settlement.

Dr. Steven seconded the motion, which was cor=
dially agreed to.

The Presbytery then adjourned.

PRESBYTERY OF GLASGOW.—On Wednesday
this Presbytery met in the Presbytery House,
Tron Church—The Rev.“P}. Paton, Moderator.

A letter was read from the Preshytery of
Stranraer, intimating that the Rev. Mr, Dill,
of Bt. George's-in-the-fields, had been appointed
to the Church of Colmonell. Orderced to be en-
grossed in the minutes, and Dr. Napier was ap-
pointed to declare the Church vacant on Sabbath
fivst.



De Muir intimated that Mr. J. Mitchell of
Glenshee had signified his willingness to acecept
o call to the Bridgeton Church; and he therefore
proposed that that gentleman should preach in
the Church on the 24th inst., and before the Pres-
bytery on the Monday following.—Agreed
t

0.

Messrs. A. Macgeorge, R. M'Haffie, T. Wat-
son, and J. Ritchie, appeared as a deputation from
the Church Building Society, and laid on the ta-
ble a presentation in favour of Mr Henderson to
Laurieston Church.

The Presbytery appointed the 21st instant for
moderating in a call to Mr Henderson.

The trials of Messrs, Alexander Jardine,
Benjamin Brown, James Mackay, A. M., James
Macturk, A B, and Joseph Henderson, A. M.,
were concluded to the satisfaction of the Presby-
tery,and these gentlemen wereafterwards licensed
to preach the Gospel, the Moderator addressing
them in appropriate terms.

The Presbytery were then left in private con-
sultation. .

PRESBYTERY OF DUMBARTON.— The Preshytery
of Dumbarton met on the 29th ult., Mr Dunn,
Moderator. Mr Pearson gave in the report of
the Committee appointed at last meeting to con-
,sider the overture of the General Assembly-on
the regulations to be nbserved in receiving stu-
dents into the Divinity Hall. The Presbytery
unanimously disapproved of the overture. and
concurred in the suggestion of their Committee,
that the attention of the Church should be directed
rather to the rendering more perfect the system
of examinition already in existence than fo the
introduction of new and cumbrous systems. The
Presbytery praceeded to the consideration of the
other overtures transmitted by the General As-
sembly. The overture on the admission of min-
jsters and licentiates of Dissenting bodies having
been considered. the Presbytery disapproved of
the overture. The overtures on the induction of
ministers, and on the prosecntion of ministers,
were approved of simpligiter. A Committee was
appointed to watch over any measure that may
be brought into Parliament respecting edncation,
with full powers to act as circumstances may
seem to require. The Presbytery then ad-
Jjourned.

PresBYTERY oF ABERDEEN —This Rev. Body
met on Monday week and agreed to petition
against the Marriage Affinity Bill, introduced
into Parliamentby MrStuart Wortley, Some con-
versation then took place on the present position
of -the Tducation question; when Dr Forsyth
and several others, objected to the resolutions
agreed to by the Commission of Assembly on
account of their extreme length. and the peculiar-
ity of the language in which they were framed.
It was, however, agreed that in the meantime, no
steps should be taken in the matter, but merely to
re-appoint the Education Committee, with powers
to cﬁall a meeting of Presbytery, if they should
see fit, .

NrwrAVEY CHURCH.—We understand that
the moderation of the call by this congregation
to theRev. Mr Graham of Wallacetown, A yrshire,
will take place on Friday the 29th March—the
Rev. Mr Fraser to preach and preside.

ArpcracH.—TheRev. Colin Mackenzie, preach-
er of the Gospel, has received a call to the parish
of Ardclach, as assistant and sueccessor to the
Rev. Mr. Macbean. Thg call was signed by all
the males of the congregation present at the meet-
ing, and it has been accepted.

Erpersuie.—On Friday the Presbytery of
Paisley met ot Elderslie, and moderated in a call
in favour of the Rev. Mr. Reston to be minister

uoad sacra church there. The Rev.
John I.quckson, Moderator of the Presbytery,
preached and presided on the occasion. The call
was numerously and respectably signed, and
there is now the prospect of Mr Reston being
speedily settled in this district, where he has

of the
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already ministered much to the edification of the
people.

THORNTON.—On the evening of Monday last
a deputation from the Sabbath Classin connection
with the Church at Thornton, near Kirkaldy,
called at the Manse, and presented their respect-
ed pastor, the Rev. George M’Culloch, with a
very excellent copy of Horne’s Introduction to
the Critical Study of the Seriptnres, in five vol-
umes octavo, as a mark of esteem for the careful
attention paid to their religicus instruction and
improvement. This is the fourth time that the
Sabbath and Bible Classes have come forward in a
sim’lar manner within the last two years. Mr. M’
Culloch, on receiving it, made a very feeling and
appropriate reply.

The Peesbpterian.

THE GREAT CONTROVERSY BETWEEN
THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD.

¢ Had ye believed on Moses, ye would
have believed Me, for he wrote of Me.”

These words of Jesus testify that His
controversy with the Jews in His day was
the same as that between the World and
the Church still. What He insisted on,
and what they refused, was faith in the
Word of God. The contest, however,
received a peculiar character from the cir-
cumstance, that the parties, against whom
it was then carried on, supposed that they
did truly believe in the Word of Geod, and
in a certain sense did believe in it, for
the same authority says: ¢ Search the
Scriptures, for in them ye think ye have
eternal life,” and “ Do not think that I
will accuse you to the Father; there is one
that accuseth you, even Moses, in whom
ye trust.”’

It is not our intention at present to’

examine this controversy as carried on, in
these peculiar circumstances, but briefly
to review some of the changes through
which it passed, before it assumed its pre-
sent shape, when it has to be managed
against parties, wLo neither believe, nor
suppose that they believe, nor make any
professions to lead others to suppose that
they believe, in any written revelation of
the will of God: who, indeed, openly
deny, that there are any writings in the
world, entitled to be called, ** The Word
of God.”

After our Lord’s death, and resurrec-
tion, and ascension into Heaven, when the
conduct of His mission was committed to
the Apostles whom He had chosen, and
they began in obedience to His command,
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, to
preach the Gospelat Jerusalem,and among
the Jews,—the controversy remained on
much the same footing as during His life.
There was still no question about the fact
of a Revelation having been made from
God. The Jews received the Scriptures
of the Old Testament under that charac-
ter. So, also, did the Apostles and
preachers of Christianity. There was,
therefore, no discussion between them
about the abstract question of God’s com-
municating a Revelation of His will to
mau. This, 8s & general truth, was ad-
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mitted on both sides. Neither did they
dispute about the right of exercising pri-
vate judgment in interpreting what was
received as the written Word of Ged.
The Sacred Writings were read and ex-
pounded publicly in the Synagogues. 1f
they were falsely interpreted by their teach-
ers, and the people were thus led astray,
it was, most likely, much in the same way
that the same thing is done in many Pro-
testant communities. They might have
Doctors and expounders of the Law, whose
authority had more weight than was due
to their knowledge and understanding in
the Scriptures; but they advanced noclaim
to official infallibility in teaching the Word
of God, and did not forbid the people to
search the Scriptures for themselves, how-
ever much they might have derided and
set at nought the expositions of ignorant
and unlearned men, if set in opposition
to their own. This forbidding to search
the Scriptures, and commanding to re-
ceive the interpretations of the Church
with implicit faith, without doubt, and
without enquiry, was reserved for other
Doctors, of other days, to give rise to
questions as yet unheard-of in the Church.
No man then dreamed of saying, that what
he admitted to be the Word of God was
no safe guide to Salvation. Though the
Apostles knew that their countrymen
read and heard the Seriptures, and wrest-
ed them to their destruction, they did not
suggest as a remedy, that the writings of

Moses and the Prophets should be burned, - -

and that the people should never more
enter the Synagogues where they were
read and expounded on the Sabbath day.
Oun the contrary, they recommended to
read them more carefully, and search out
their meaning more diligently, and sec if
the things, which they declared had now
come to pass, were not there revealed as
things which should most surely be done.
If the Apostles also asserted a right to
worship God according to the dictates of
their conscience, it was by acting upon it,
not by clamouring about it. That sub-
ject, so far as we can discern, was never
canvassed between them and their adver-
saries, after the manner with which
modern disputes have made us familiar. .
To declare the Truth, and walk according
to the dictates of conscience, do not seem
to have appeared to them so much to be
things which they had a right to do, and
which no man had any right to forbid
them to do, as things which it was their
duty to do, and which they were bonnd
to do, in the face of all danger, and de-
spite all opposition. They delivered their
message to the rulers of their people as
the Truth of God, which they were bound
to speak, and which all who heard them
were bound to receive; and, when they
were forbidden to speak it any more, they
did not answer, * This to the best of our

-judgement is true, and this our conscience

constrains us to say, and in the things of
God we must be permitted to judge for
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ourselves, and- act according to our con-
science;” but simply replied, ¢ we must
obey God rather than man.” The direct
simplicity of this answer was such as
became the singleness of heart, and ful-
ness and sincerity of Faith, under which
the Apostles spoke. The silence with
which it was received, as an ultimgte
principle of action the propriety of which
could not be disputed, showed also, that,
however much under the influence of an
evil heart of unbelief their hearers might
be, they were not tainted with the un-
limited scepticism of modern days. The
spirit in which questions about rights of
conscience, and liberty of private judge-
ment, are now very generally discussed,
too plainly attests that it is not to be
taken for granted that there is a God
who must be obeyed, and still less, that
there is anything made known as His will,
to which the conscience and judgement of
all men are bound to submit. Among
the Jews, however, both these things were
generally admitted, and, if the Apostles
were to be rejected by these, it would be
as false witnesses for God, and not as
men giving evidencegin a case, where no
human testimony could be received as of
any avail. The Apostles of the Lord,
therefore, in the presence of the assembled
rulers and teachers of their people, boldly
asserted, that they acted on an authority,
paramount to that on which their judges
themselves acted, and without any mis-
givings appealed to a principle which they
could not gainsay, and urged that they
were bound to hearken unto God, speak-
ing to them by His Son, even as they ad-
mitted that they and their fathers were
bound to hearken to that same God,
speaking'to them by Mosesand the Proph-
ets.

When in the progress of their mission
being rejected. by the Jews, they turned
to the Grentiles and began to preach among
the heathen the unsearchable riches of
Christ, and called upon them to hear their
message, and receive the Gospel, the glad
tidings of Salvation which they proclaim-
ed in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ,
there took place, of recessity, some modi-
fication in their manner of discharging
the duties of their office, and some ques-
tions arose which had not arisen between
them and the Jews. The difference was
not, however, 8o great as might haye been
supposed.

We, looking back upon these times,
under the influence of modern ideas, are
apt to imagine, that the great question
between the first preachers of Christianity
and those to whom they delivered their
message, must have been about their au-
thority for speaking in the name of God.
No doubt, this .was the all-important
question, and the miracles, which the
Apostles were enabled to perform, were
designed to answer it. But neither to
the Jews nor to the Gentiles, in the times
of the Apostles, did it present itself un:
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der the aspect which it assumes to unbe-
lievers or undecided enquirers in Protes-
tant countries in our day.

Among us the whole Scriptures being
generally read, and openly and freely
expounded both from the pulpit and
through the press, the nature and extent
of the demandswhich the Sacred Wri-
tings make upon our faith, the author-
rity which they claim over the con-
science, the unbending principles of re-
ligion and morality which they pre-
scribe for regulating the entire outward
and inward life of man, are well under-
stood. If the Bible be received as the
Word of God, it is clearly understood,
though not always honestly admitted, that
it ought to be used as a light to our feet,
and a lamp to our paths on all occasions;
but to man who wishes to walk in ways
of his own, in ways which are not good,
it is by no means agreeable to have the
light of such a lamp thrown upon them.
The Church of Rome had no great diffi-
culty in taking this lamp from the hands
of the laity. The Puseyites mny well
take courage, when they see thatthe Bible
is a lamp despised in Protestant commu-
pities. Man cannot be at rest without
some recognized guide in religion, and
will be willing to accept almost any
church rather than the Bible. Hence, in
Protestant countries, there is a great re-
luctance to adopt either side of the alter-
native which presents itself. Men are
not willing to submit themselves to the
guidance of the Bible, neither are they
willing to disown the Bible, for that were
to discard all religion. Thus, politicians
who wish to rule the world, to suit their
own notions, and serve their own pur-
poses, say, religion has nothing to do with
politics, we need not therefore take the
Bible with us when we go to court, or
deliberate in council, or debate in parlia-
ment; its sacred light was never designed
to shine in such profane precincts—its
pure principles of morality sent down
from heaven can never be applied in the
policy of nations. - The Bible, therefore,
is no light to the feet, nor lamp to the
paths of those, who administer the secu-
lar affairs of government. Philosophers,
who wish themselves to be considered as
the lights of the world, of course say,
the Bible is no guide in philosophy. We
are going near now to say, that it is no
guide for instruction of youth, and that
neither teachers in schogls, nor professors
in colleges, can reasonably be required to
take the Bible as a light to their feet, and
a lamp to their paths.  All this may seem
right and reasonable, as long as men do
not take the Bible as a guide to Heaven.
But the instant that a man asks, can I
found my hopes of another life upon the
Bible, he feels he cannot, unless he take
it as the guide of all his ways, the coun-
sellor of all his thoughts,the regulator of all
his motives, and the rule of all his actions.
It is then felt that to admit the Bible to

. be the Word of God is to acknowledge it
as the only rule to direct us in all our
ways. Hence, in Protestant countries,
those who are not willing to be so directed,
must deny the Bible to be the Word of
God.

The Jews under their peculiar economy
bad interpreted the types and shadows of
the good things to come, with which they
were favoured, so as to mean such good
things as.their carnal hearts desired; and
the hopes which they cherished were
therefore in perfect conformity with the
Faith which they reposed in the Scrip-
tures as the Word of God.  All the poli-
tical aspirations of the patriotic or ambiti-
ous Jew, and all the philosophical specula-
tions of the learned and studious Jew, as
well as the humbler hopes, and cruder
superstitious dreams, of the uneducated
multitude, were alike founded upon the
undoubting persuasion that God had spo-
ken to their Fathers by Moses and the
Prophets. They would bave died by
thousands to attest this. The Jews
therefore did not dispute the general
truth of God's having revealed His will to
man, because all their worldly hopes
even were founded upon what they un-
derstood to be such a revelation for they
never doubted their own interpretations
of the Seripture.

The Gentiles, it is true, did not acknow-
ledge those Writings of the Old Testament,
on which Christianity is founded, as the
Word of God; neither did they receive
anything as a Diviné Revelatien of which
the Gospel could be represented as the
true interpretation of its mysteries, the
genuine development of its principles,
the just exposition of its doctrines, and
the veritable fuifilment of the hopes and
expectations it had raised. They did
not even, according to their notions, owe
any allegiance to the God in whose
name the Apostles and preachers of
Christianity addressed them. Neverthe-
less, in whatever way their conduet is to
be accounted for, they did not scrutinize
the claims of the teachers of our Religion
to be received as messengers from God,
nor question the divine authority of
their message, with the jealous searching
spirit of modern times One reason of
this might be, that the bulk of the people
in every heathen Nation entertained no
doubt as to the general fact of God’s
making known His will by Revelation to
particular men. When they came to lis-
ten to the Apostles and first preachers of
Christianity, as professing to have a mes-
sage to them from God, they did not
come saying within themselves as a mod-
ern unbeliever would; before I admit this
very strange and extravagant claim, I
must have some very strong and convin-
cing proof that these men are really in
communication with the unseen world.
The Heathen only thought, are these men,
or those whom I have hitherto followed '
as teachers sent from God, most worthy




to be received in that character, Accord-
ingly, if the message strongly comiended
itself to their reason, their affections, or
their conscience, they were neither long
nor anxiously troubled about the authori-
ty on which it wasdelivered. When the
Apostles press the consideration of the
point, that their message is from God, it
13 not so much as a thing that would be
doubted or disputed, as one which, while
it was admitted, might be forgotten and
disregarded. They did not encounter
any general scepticiam on the probability
‘of their being *‘Messengers sent from
God.” The whole question turned on
their special and individual claims to be
received in that character. They had to
maintain their claims in opposition to
similar claims already admitted. If their
doctrine appeared to be superior to that
of the teachers of the old religion, their
authority as divine teachers was in-a
manner decided. Exceptions there were
of course, The scepticism of some reached
to the foundation of all claims of Divine
authority in religion. But those sceptics,
who denied either the existence of the
Gods, or their interference in the affairs
of the world in general, or in this special
way of revealing their will by special mes-
aengers, were not leaders of public opinion,
and had little weight as teachers of truth
with the great mass of society. There
were Sadducees among the Jews, and
Epicureansamong the Greeksand Romaris;
but the common people among both were
neither Sadducee nor Epicurean in their
creed. <

The general belief in such cliims no
doubt therefore facilitated the reception of
the special claim made by the Apostles;
but it appears to us that thers was
another circumstance, whichinduced many
to admit the claims of Christianity as a
Revelation from God more readily than
they would otherwise have done.

The Heathen nations had been accus-
tomed to exercise great liberty in dealing
with the dogmas and traditions of their
own fabulous religions. Their creed, so
far as the term can be applied to such a
farrago of uncertain, contradictory and
- ¢ver-changing notions, was derived from
many sources, from the eternal truths of
the Law written on the heart, from the
obscure feelings which have seldom been
found altogether absent from the soul of
man, prompting them to feel after God,
if haply they might find Him, from
traditions of Truth, whesé otigin had been
forgotten, and could no longer be traced,
but which continued to be received, and
transmitted from generation to generation,
as of Divine authority, together with the
speculations of philosophers, the fictions
of poets, and the politic inventions of
priests and statesmen. Copious as are the
remains of Greek and Roman literature,
poetical, historical, and philosophical; and
imbued as they all are with the spirit of
their -mythology, no one can make out

¢
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what their religious views really were, or
frame them into a system of belief. Their
religion was not a religion of the book,
and was not therefore, a religion of faith
and practice, of doctrine and precept, but
of rites and ceremonies. Christianity
was a religion of the book, but at the
time of its introduction among the Gen-
tiles, books were not easily multiplied, and
could only be possessed, ard continuously
perused by the few, who bad wealth to
purchase, and leisure to read them. There
is some reason to believe, that, even of the
Teachers of the* Church, it was only the
more eminent who were acquainted with
the whole of the Sacred Writings. The
great body of believers had not the means
of acquiring an extensive and accurate
knowledge of the contents of Scripture.
But the Church was very soon filled with
professors of Christianity, many of whom
were but ill entitled to the name of be-
lievers. The morelearned of them spec-
ulated on the subject of religion with
nearly as much license of thought,as had
been used among the Heathen, who had
no Scriptures either to direct or limit
their enquiries. The more ignorant dis-
ciples, whose Christianity was rather a
profession than a faith, with the usual in-
atttention of such charactérs, would, of
course, carry away very imperfect notions
of what they heard in the church, and
would be at little pains to correct and im-
prove their knowledge by future medita-
tion and enquiry, We are very doubt-
ful if, before the times of the Reforma-
tion, any considerable number in the
Church possessed much knowledge of the
Scriptures, except such as sought it dili-
gently from a sincere love of the Truth.
Multitudes, therefore, from a very early
period professed Christianity without
knowing what Chistianity really is, either
in its doctrines or requirements. The
enmity of the evil heart of unbelief to
the Truth of God was not therefore in
these times fully brought out, and impen-
itent sinners were not driven to the ex-
tremity of denying the Bible to be a Rev-
elation from God; because they did not
known with what clearness it takes away
every excuse for continuing insin, andin so
doing cuts off those, who will not forsake
sin, from every other refuge of lies in
which to trust, except this one, that the
Bible is not the Word of God.

Paganism vanished away like a dream.
It had no fixed principles, no-well digest-
ed system of doctrines, nor any generally
recognized truths, nor well authenticated
traditions, from which such a system could
be framed. As soon as the state ceased to
minijster to its ceremonies by its wealth,
and clothe its priesthood with the official
dignity of public functionaries, and pre-
sent them to the people as the honoured
representatives of the national religiopy—
as soon as the state withdrew its patronage
and support from the ceremonies, and its
countenance and protection from the
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priesthood of the old superstitions, "and
no longer enforced the observance of the
one, nor submission to the other, by the
sanction and sentence of the law, the
whole superstructure crumbled into dust,
and was carried away, as by a wind from
the desert, to be found no more. But the
history of these times shows all too plainly,
that many,who thus suddenly found them=
selves without even the form of areligion,
through the vanishing away of the old
faith of their fathers, the could not tell
how, in secking for something to supply its
place, they embraced the new religion
which had come in its stead, with a care-
less profession, not knowing, nor with
any serious anxiety seeking to know what
this new religion rveally taught. The
commeon people took the name of Chris-
tians, were baptized into the Christian
Chureh, and listened to the instructions of
its ministers, but still retained in their
hearts many of the principles of the old
superstition, many of who=e traditions
still lingered in their memories, and hauat-
ed their imaginations like the ghosts of the
dead. From the lips of their teachers
many of these things received a very gen-
tle rebuke, some were even patronized by
them, and under their sanction adopted
into both the faith and practice of the
Church. -

It clearly appears from the early records
of the Church, that many of the learned
men who embraced the' profession of
Christianity, and maoy who assumed the
character of, and were received as teachers
of its truths, indulged in the same un-.
licensed spirit of philosophical specula-
tion to which they had been accustomed
in the creedless systems of heathenism.
In these the enmity of the carnal mind
to God was not subdued, but its opposi-
tion was concealed under a formal and
apparent assent to His Revealed Truth,
while in many cases that truth was not
ascertained, and no pains taken to ascertain
it, in many others rejected and set aside,
and by all who followed the course of this
world it was utterly disregarded, each
man walking in the light of the sparks of .
his own kindling. This liberty, which
was assumed of calling themselves Chris-
tians, and framing a system of religion
to Buit their own views, did, no doubt,
largely increase the number of nominal
disciples of Christ, and fill the visible
Church with multitydes who were -be-
lievers only in name.

But the great controversy between the
Church and the world did not cease by
the world’s coming to profess Christianity,
and avow faith in the Scriptures as the
Word of God. The coutroversy was
still carried on. It might change its
name, but did not change its nature, by
being maintained within the arena of a
'visible professing church, by combatants
who, all alike, assumed the common desig-
nation of Christians. - The war might
now be called & war against heresy, in-
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stead of a war against Paganism or Juda-
ism, but it wag still the same war, which
it had been from the beginning, the war
of the Word of God against the wisdom
and the wickedness of this world. We
can clearly trace this characteristic of the
contest in the principal phases, which
ancient controversy put on. We can dis-
cern what were at first mere wild wan-
dering speculations, deviating far from
Revealed truths, but not designed to be
set in array against it, upon being pressed
by the advocates of this truth, by degrees
close up into a compact system of error,
prepared at all points to meet and resist
the attacks of those who should assail
them with arguments from Scripture.

At first, false theories with regard to
the Godhead, the character of Jehovah,
revealed to us in the Secriptures, as the
Triune God, floated loosely through the
Church, and, like the pestilence which
walketh in darkness, seemed to threaten
the life of the whole Christian commu-
nity with the poison of their deadly in-
fection, No man could well discern
whence the evil came, and the very elect
trembled to think to what extremities it
might be permitted to proceed. The dis-
ease seemed to break out in the very
vitals of Christianity, as if poison had
been infused into the fountain of Divine
life. Many of their wise men it seemed
to make mad, some of their great and
good men, as Origen, had their whole
spiritual constitution shattered and bro-
ken by the severity of its attack, and
left in a condition of almost helpless de-
bility themselves, while their assistance
was 8o much required for the strengthen-
ing of others, But there was help found
in Him, whose strength is made perfect
in weakness, whose foolishness is wiser
than the wisdom of this world, who
bringeth to naught the things which are,
by those things which are not. He gave
His servants light to see whence the
enemy of the Truth came, led them to His
strong-holds, and gave them- courage to
assail him in His citadels of strength, and
crowned their efforts with such measure
“of success, as for the time to Him scemed
goad. Tha day and the hour of the final
and complete victory of the Church over
the world was not yet come; but then, as it
always has done, and always will do, the
‘Word came forth, conquering and to con-
quer. ‘

The false theories about the Godhead,
the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three per-
gons in one God, which infested the early
chureh, were derived partly from the
strange grotesque, enormous tenets of
Manicheeism from the East; partly from
the more elegant, systematic, but still
false Theism of Plato and other philoso-
phic speculators of the West. . Compara-
tively few, as we have observed, had access
to a full perusal of the whole body of
Scripture Truth. . Christianity, though a
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religion of the book, was known by far
the greater number of its disciples, whe-
ther genuine or false, only by means of
oral communication. If their teachers
deceived them, they had no sure method
of detecting their fallacies. They were
but ill fitted even to decide between
teacher and teacher, and determine which
taught according to the Truth of God, and
which wished to lead them astray by a
wisdom of his own. In this way false
and true doctrines, false and true teachers
were all mixed up in segming inextrica-
ble confusion. The supreme authority of
the Scriptures was, however, generally
speaking, acknowledzed by all who were
called Christians. To this authority,
therefore, an appeal was made by all who
loved the Truth as it is in Jesus, and a
separation began gradually to be made
between those who took philosophy for
their guide in religion, and those who as
¢ new-born habes desired the sincere milk

L of the Word, that they might grow there-

by.” The vague speculations of philoso-
phy were gathered into the heresy of
Arianism, and assumed the systematic ap-
pearance of a formal theory of Christian-
nity. As the unscriptural notions about
God, which floated loosely through the
Church, were from their collisions with
the Word of truth compressed- into the
theory of Arius, so the unscriptural
notions about man were in the same way
shaped into the formal theory of Pelagius.
‘The time for disowning Revelation, and
denying the truth of Seripture, had not
yet come.

CORRESPONDENCE.

—

THE OPENING OF THE 7th SEAL.

And, when he had opened the seventh seal,
there was silence in heaven about the space of
half an hour. Rev. 8 chap.

Sir, Having never met an exposition
of the visions contained in this chapter,
but especially of the 1st. verse, which was
perfectly satisfactory to me, it would afford
me some pleasure if” you should feel at
liberty to insert the following views in the
Presbyterian.

W. Faber and others very properly
state the period of the *silence in heaven”
to be ¢“an indefinite period of suspense;”
but, where it literally occurred or what the
nature of it was, they have not correctly
shown in my opinion:—

The probable locality and meaning of
events like this are best learned, I think,
from a careful consideration of their
nature and the circumstance with which
they are surrounded. «The hour is
coming and now is, &c.”” says the Lord
Jesus Christ; but by this hour is meant not
a Kalendar hour, but an indefinite season
which had already commenced and iz not
yet'$nded, as we know; because spiritually
dead sinners continue still to be converted
by the Holy Gospel, or voice of the Son
of God.

The time of this silence, then, I consider
to be the period of the interregnum
between the reign of Aurelian and that of
Tacitus; and the place of it literally, tha
Christian Church of that time, figuratively
called Heaven.

I might, indeed, myself consider this
opinion an accidental conceit, if there was
nothing in Scripture or History to support
it; but I think that there is a great deal
in both, and that it can be seen by every
one to whom it shall be shown.

The suspense in the Church must have
arisen from some fearful impending cause;
anhd such a cause at such » time could be
no other than the prospect of cruel unholy
persecution. The commencement of Au-
relian’s reign wasrather tolerant to Chris- -
tianity; but it was well known towards
the end of it, that a bloody persecution
was meditated by the prince  What then
could be more natural than the mute
anxiety of the Church during this inter-
regnum to know whether Aurelian’s suc-
cessor would prosecute his bloody designs
against it, or mot?

Why this interreznum should be con-
sidered the time of the silence in Heaven
will appear evident, I think, when all the
circumstances of the case are carefully
examined. The position of the Church
at this time was such as to warrant the
belief, that she was smitten with that
mute foreboding of danger at hand, which
is called silence in propheey. The aver-
age reign of the sovepeigns of this period,
e-pecially the two preceding and the
three following Aurelian, is, I believe, sig-
nified by the word Aour, ani the interreg-
num by the words, “about the space of
half an hour.”” The average of thuse
six reigns, after deducting 8 months for
the interreznum, and 6 months for in-
exactness of dates, amounts to about 16}
months; therefore the 8 months were
about half that average reign, or hour.
If the Church was anxious at this time,
so was Rome too, for everywhere round
her frontier the musterings and mutter-
ings of the Barbarian hosts were appa-
rent: and this state of attention and
alarm is indicated by the seven trumpeters
at the 2nd verse. .

In their suspense and apprehension
the Christians now betook themselves to
prayer, as is shown in the 3rd and 4th ver-
ses, where is shown, also, the Angel of the
Covenantwith Hisgolden censer~—perhaps
His humanity, full of infinite merit; and
with which He sweetens the prayers of
the saints to render them acceptable to
God. In return He fills the censer with
burning judgements, a3 live coals from the
altar of sovereign justice, and casts them
into the earthy persecutors of His people
and Gospel throughout the empire; and
which will surely produce disturbances,
invasions and wars, as signified by the
voices, the thunders, and earthquake,
verse 5. ’



The time had now nearly come, when
the Barbarian hail-storms from the north
should begin to chill the Roman heart,
and rake the face of the empire; and the
holy trumpets stood ready to sound as

_soon as the moment arrived, verse 6. It
was delayed merely that Dioclesian might
begin his persecutions, when Dioclesian’s
master would send the Barbarian on his
trail, tracing it in fire and blood, verse 7.
The first angel sounds, the Barbarians
advance, and pagan Rome—the third part,
trees and green grass, or the princes and
populace, are burnt up with the fiery
spirit of war and .persecution against the
Barharians on the one hand and the Church
on the other; and this wide-wasting tur-
moil continues to rage with very little in-
termission to about the year, A. D. 390.
verse 8.

After the Church became Catholic and
Tmperial by the edict of Theodosius, she
formed with the empire that great moun-
tain which threw itself burning with the
fire of various passions into the sea of
commotions,” that rolled its bloody sarf
over the whole empire, divided now, into
Christian Trinitarians, and Antitrinita-
riams,besides all other schismatics, verse 8.
When the Romans began the wars with the
Rarbarians, they were mostly pagans, and
theyentered into them with as much spirit
and vigour, as of zeal in persecuting the
Church; but in the contest they lost that
vigour, and died, or were separated there-
from as well as from the religion they tock
into it.. So changed are they now in
religion, position and policy, (450), about
that they are called  Creatures;” and so
roined, that about this time. in the
reign of Majorian, the Roman Navy was
utterly destroyed: 1 mean Navy of the
Western empire, which was ¢ the third
part of ships;” the Eastern empire and
the Barbarians forming the other two
parts that had ships or Navies.

The third Angel sounded, verse 10.
This star, burning as a lamp, must be a
Christian, and the Heaven He fell from
must be Christianity. Novatian, the first
Antipope, for he opposed the election of
Cornelius with the view, if elected, of
reforming abusesin the Church that gave
him great pain,—is, I firmly believe, the
star here mentioned, and the Heaven he
fell from is the corrupt church of his
time; for he left that church at once, and
established a pure Gospel Church at her
door, which flourished for between two
and three hundred years; and that it hand-
ed down under persecutions, and differ-
ent opprobrious names, the pure Gospel
to the Reformation, it is believed by many,
This star fell upon and impregnated the
third part of the rivers and fountains of
waters. These rivers signily scattered
congregations of Trinitarian schismatics.
"The fountains of waters are chiefs of the
Church, some of whom were converted to
his doctrines and discipline. Christianity
afterwards consisted of the Roman Church,
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the Arvian Church, and a great number
of heterodox dissenters: it was on these
last that the star fell, and they are de-
signated also by the name waters. These
waters were made bitter or distasteful to
the Lordly Apostles of those times, and
to their proud people, for the very rea-
son that they were a wholesome bitter;
and, if men, infidels and pagans, died of
them, it was a death unto sin, a separation
from error, and a conversion to God.

This trumpet calls attention to a little
spark, elicited by the Tloly Spirit, through
the agency of Novatian, from a morbid
mass, where it must shortly expire, if not
now rescued; but which is preserved to
become a light that shall shine brighter
and brighter unto the perfect day. It is
the light of the holy and precious Gospel
of God our Saviour. Novatian flourished
about A. D. 250, and it is remarkable
that one Novatus, a man of similar stamp,
arose at the same time as a reformer in
Carthage, without any knowledge of each
other.

The 4th Angel sounded, verse 12.
Attention is here called to the Imperial
Church, whose darkness and eorruption
in doctrine, in discipline and morals; is
indicated by the sun-doctrine; the moon,
false church ; stars, pastors, being smit-
ten or wounded in the third, or Imperial
part of them.

The day and the night of this darkness

may, I think, be reckoned from A. D., 308,

to about A. D., 1515, from Constantine
to Luther. The day would extend to
A. D., 909, about where ecclesiastical
historians fix the beginning of the Church’s
night. The dark third part of her day
would begin about A. D., 606, when she
was made mother and mistress of all
churches by the grace of Phocas; and the
third part of her night would begin about
A. D., 909, and continue to about 303
years, when the Albigenses began to let
in a little of the Novatian light upon her,
which, in 303 years after, blazed out in
the fires of the Reformation.

The Angel flying through the midst
of Heaven here, verse 13, through the
pure Hesaven, or true Gospel Church, is a
prophetic messenger uttering three woes
against the earthly people of the world.
The first of them had in view the grant
of Justinian to the Catholic Church A. D.,
553, confirmed by Phocas, A. D., 606,
and its evil consequences, and also the
imposture of Mohammed then hatching
in the east, and its terrible results like-
wise. The second woe would begin with
the persecution of the Albigenses in the
west in the beginning of the 13th. cen-
tury, and the Turkish irruptions and wars
about the same period; but the third woe
18 reserved to the pouring out of the seven
Vials, which, if the calculations of many
respectable commentatoes should prove
correct, will commence about A. D., 1896,
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QUEENS COLLEGE MISSIONARY
" ASSOCIATION.

KinasrTon, April 20th, 1850.

Sir,— At a general meeting of the Mis-
sionary Association of Queen’s College,
the following Report and Resolutions were
unanimously adopted, which you are re-
spectfully requested to publish.

DuxcAN MORRISON,
Cor. Sec.

REPORT.

YourCommittee, in rendering their first Repert,
would express their gratitude to Almighty God
tor His goodness in enabling them to found and
carry on this Institution under auspices so favour-
able, and in circumstances so peculiarly interest-
ing.

g’l‘hey have to state that their efforts hitherto
have been altogether of a preparatory nature.
They entered upon their work without experience,
without funds, and without any adequate knowl-
edge of the religious wants and circumstances of
the country, without which we cannot move one
step in furthering the great object of the Associ-
ation. They turned to the Records of their own
Church, and also to those of other Churches, to
see what amount of spiritual provision was
making for this extensive land ; and beheld, with
feelings of embarrassment and deep concern, &
vast field of Missionary Jabour wholly unprovid-
ed for—multitudes of their fellow-men who
seldom or never enjoy those Gospel blessings with
which we are so highly favoured. They found
themselves surrounded by a vast and unknown
land, in whose deepest solitudes are to be found
the dwellings of men, concerning whom little or
nothing is known, except this painful fact, that
multitudes of them are perishing ¢ for lack of
knowledge.” wann S s

In these circumstances, your Committee, after
much serions deliberation, considered it best to
publish in The Presbyterian a series of questions
addressed to all concerned in the promotion of

Divine Truth, with the view of cliciting the desired -

informafion. This expedient, it is believed, will
not be fruitless; but your Committee would recom-
mend that the members of the Association should
exert themselves in their respective neighbour-
honds, through the ensuing summer, in obtaining
information respecting destitute localities. It
must be apparcent that efforts of a Missionary
nature can neither be well directed nor well sus-
tained without an cxtensive knowledge of the
religious state of the country. Resources, how-
ever abundant, and endeavours, however vigorous,
are of little avail, if expended at random.

Your Committee have also to state that they
have opened a correspondence with the Ed. Un,
Missionary Association, which promises to be
attended with the happiest consequences. They
would call your attention to the very interesting
and excellent letter which your Secretary has
received from them, There is perhaps nothing
in this world better calculated to cheer and ani-
mate those who are engaged in the high work of
diffusing a knowledge of Divine Truth, than such
an intercharge of sentiments and feelings. There
is much in this bleak world to deaden the ardour

of Missionary enterprise. There are many in-

fluences at work to repress the generous emotions
of plety, and to conform us to the cold and selfish
multitudes sround us. But the influence of such
fraternal correspondence, how refreshing ! « It
is as the dew of Hermon, as the dew that descen-
deth upen the mountains of Zion.” :

Your Committee would also call your attention
to the state of the Library, recommending youn to
increase it as much as possible with works of
an apﬁroprute character, They have gratefully
to acknowledge their receipt of donations of
books from the Rev, Dr. Machar and Alexander
Pringle, Esq.

s
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Your Committee have much pleasure in stating,
that they have unanimously come to the conclu-
sion of recommending you to employ a Mission-
ary. They would accordingly very earnestly
entreat the members to exert themselves in their
respective neighbourhoods, in collecting money to
meet the necessary expense, and also the necessary
information as to the most fitting field of labour,
in order to enable them to carry out such a
laudable measure. While there are many Socie-
ties of a kindred nature, your Committee would
recommend you to concentrato your efforts npon
one object,—to pursue one system of operations
which you can call your own. And what could
be better than the maintenance of a Mission-
ary ?—one whose work of faith, and labour of
love, you could identity with- your own. To his
field of labour you could turn with emotions which
no operations of a divided nature could awaken.
With what interest could you track his way amid
the lonely and neglected dwellings of the wilder-
ness ! With what enthusiasm would you peruse
the tidings of his progress from time to time !
And O! who can tell what blessings may flow
from such an undertaking ? Without speaking
of the joy and gladness with which you would
fill the hearts of those who love our Zion, or of
the greater joy and gladness which you may
diffuse among our neglected brethren, they speak
of the blissfullg reflexive influence upon our-
selves—of the blessedness of giving, compared
with that of receiving.

May He, whose work it is to save souls, crown
our feeble efforts with success, and at the same
time abundantly enrich our hearts with His grace,
that both he that soweth and he that reapeth
may rejoice together !

Kexxetn McLENNaN.
Recording Secretary.

1. Resolved.—That the Report now read be
adopted and published in The Presbyterian.

xf. Resalved.—That this Association has much
cause for gratitnde to® Almighty God for the
religious and social privileges which He has con-
ferred upon its members,

III. Resolred.—That we feel in duty bound to
give evidence of our gratitude by exerting our-
selves more energetically for the advancement
of His cause in the world, .

1V. Resvlved —That, viewing the destitution
with which we are everywhere surrounded, we
feel it a duty incumbent upon us to_employ the
labours of & Catechist in such locality or locali-
“ties, as from the answers which we may receive

to our printed queries, shall appear most need-
ful.
V. Resolved.—That, in the fartherance of the
above objects, it shall be the duty of each mem-
ber to exert himself in collecting funds for the
support of such Catechist.

L. Resolved —That the thanksof this Asso-
ciation are due to the Principal the Rev. John
Machar, D. 1), the Professors, and the Rev. John
Mowat, for the deep interest which they take in
its prosperity. _

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.

FESTIVAL OF JOGONNATH
OR JUGGERNAUT.

The particular features of the last fes-
tival of Jogonnath or Juggernaut, together
with the missionary labours attempted on
the oécasion, we find from the Home Re-
cord were described, as follows, by the
Rev. Mr. Lacroix at the monthly Mis-
sionary Prayer Meeting held in the Cir-
cular Chapel, Calcutta:—

The pumber of pilgrims assembled this year
was, a8 correctly as he could compaute, about
150,000; certainly not less than 130,000. Some

ears they have been known to. exceed two
{akhs, while sometimes they have amounted to
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only 80,000. The number of Oriyas was at
first very scanty, a panic having spread nmongst
them in consequence of the cholera having
broken out among the Bengali pilgrims after the
Soan festival, which led them to resolve that
they would not resort to Puri till the latter had
left the place.

A very ill-omened event occurred a few days
before the festival, which, had it been known in
time, would have tended very much to have
diminished the number of pilgrims. A descrip-
tion of this event will give some insight into the
internal doings of Jogonnath’s temple. About
the time when Jogonnath’s eyes were being
painted, previous to his car excursion, 2 human
bone (oh! horror!) was found in the temple on
the floor of one of the sscredapartments, The
whole establishment professed to be terror-
stricken at this unheaid-of pollution; but the
cooking priests. in order to save the Mohaprosad,
or holy food of that day, whose sale was ex-
pected to realize little short of 2000 rupees, gave
it as their opinion, that the bone was not a hu-
man bone, but the bone of an antelope, which
had been carried into the temple and dropt by a
crow. A committee, however, was appointed by
the Rajah to examine into this mighty matter,
and their report was, that the bone was neither
more nor less than that of a man. On hearing
this, the Rajah declared that gll the Bhog, as the
sacred food is also called, of that day was un-
clean, and must be buried, and that the temple
must be purified. In consequence of this decree,
the cooking-pandas lost all the Yrosad they had
prepred, consisting of several tons of rice,
vegetables, fruits, and spices. The temple-pan-
das had the labour and expense of purifying the
temple, aud the pilgrims were left to shift as
they best could. This affair created no small
stir and ill feeling among those concerned,
especially as a strong suspicion existed that the
thing had been done on purpose. The account
currently reported at Puri, when we were there,
is to this effect.

. The cooking-pandas, it has already been ob-
served, derive an immense profit from the
sale of holy food, besides receiving gifts from
pilgrims leaving Puri, that they may give prosad
to the poorer pilgrims gratis. ~As they keep this
last money to themselves, their annual profits are
very large; and they were in the habit of giving
a per-centage to the Purharis and other pandas,
which they paid in rice or prosad. But this year
it is understond that the temple-pandas doubled
their demand, and moreover insisted on their
share of the profits being paid in money. To
these demands the cooks would nnt consent;
and it was to punish the latter for their contu-
macy, that the former secretly conveyed this hu-
man bone into the temple, by which, as you have
heard, the cooks lost their whole day’s prosad
and its profits. In fact the temple of Jogonnath
is a den of extortion and rapacity, every ome
endeavouring to lay his hand on as much as he
can. the Khurda Rajah not excepted.

The Roth festival commenced this year on the
22d of June. The desire of the pilgrims to see
the idols on their cars was greatly sharpened by
the fact, that the Rajah had not permitied any
ingress of strangers into the temp'e since the
Snan Jattra. This was most galling to the
priests, who thercby lost their usual fees, and
was doubtless intended to extort money from
them, The pilgrims felt the keenest disappoint-
ment; and in the course of our labours among
them again and again begged us to order the
door to be opened.

The cars were drawn up to the lion-gate early
on the morning of the 22d, but were then still in
a very dirty and unfinished state; and, although
the utmost diligence was used by the carpenters
to get the work done in time, it became nearly
dark before this was effected. The evening

roved most unpropitious, a terrible storm came
on, the heavens gathered blackness, aud a strong
westerly wind drove the deluging rain into the
pageant show. No contrast can be more strik-
ing than that which existed between the excite-

ment of the occasion and the circumstances of ut-
ter misery by which it was attended. It may
be useful to endeavour to give some idea of the
scene, as presented to a spectator in front of the
cavs.

Ranged side by side at the south end of the
Buro Dando, and stretching across the road from
the Singh Dwar on the west, stand the gigantie
cars. Within the temple area, the idols’ bathing
terrace, and the roofs of all the temples which
rise over the external wall, besides the wall it-
self, are covered by crowds of officials and of pil-
grima. In the mouths of the lunes leading into
the road, in the bazaar at the south of the temple,
and that on its north side, a mass of human be-
ings is wedged in, hoping from their proximity
to the liou-gate to see the whole well. 'The
roofs of all the shops, the verandah and roof of
the moth behind the cars, and all the trees
around, are crowded. In all the stone moths on
the east side of the road, in their verandahs,
broad and narrow. on their flat or sloping roofs,
ahove and below, a dense crowd of human beings
is stationed. The moths on the west side with
their open verandahs and flat roofs present the same
sight. Al along the broad street, stretching
awny far to the north, the multitude stands
thickly and closely pressed together. Where-
ever a stone or a log has faller it is occupied,
and happy is its occupier in being able to sce
better than his fellows. - Above and below, all
over the houses, all along the road, men and
women huddled together, a hundred thousand in
number, stand in anxious and excited attention,
waiting for the coming torth of the ¢ Lord of the
world.” But there is delay. The wind freshens,
blowing on the expectant thousands in their
scanty, dripping dresses, The rain falls heavier;
it pours upon them pitilessly. There is no shel-
ter for this vast outpouring of human life, Cold,
hunger, weariness, oppress them; but the eye is
fixed, the mind elevated, by the nearness of an
event so long looked for. * To-day shall we get
the dorson!” The night falls, but brings no
relief. The wiiid blows stronger, the rain patiers
more heavily, and strikeps deeper chill, yet no
one stirs. The living mass is bound together,
and, except at the outskirts, none are able to
Jeave it. Now and they a deafening cheer bursts
from the impatient crowd, more unXious every
moment to see the idol and be gone. . Fears in-
crease. “The rainy season has at Jast set in;
the dreadful cholera is already busy.” Many a
heart sinks at the delay, and doubtless some
have entered the crowd tu leave it no more alive,
Torches are now lighted in various places,—along
the houses, near the gate, and upon the galleries
of the cars; and their dull flickering light fulls
upon many @ face, wherein, in spite of excite-
meut, fear, weakness, and miset;ly are too plain.
Eight o’clock, nine, has arvived, but the iduls
have not come ferth. At length the door opens,
and a deafening shout grects the egress of the
idol’s brother, who is jerked and jolted to his car.
Another shout. and the sister is carried forth to
her station. Excitement is at the highest pitch,
every eye is strained, the turches appear again, and
amid blazing lights and waving chouries with a
rope round his neck.—bumped along by the
officiating priests, und bowing and salaming as
he moves, the huge black idol, with his owlet
eyes and awful mouth, appears outside ths gate,
Then arises a frantic cry from every side, * Hori
Bol! Hori Bol!” Thousands upon thousands of
hands are raised high in the sir to salute the
hideous block. The women utter aloud their
plaintive cry, * Hululu! Hululu!” Before, be-
hind, on the right, on theleft, it is “ Hori Bol!
Hori Bol!” The idol moves round his car seven
times, is hauled up, and bound to bis throne; but”
in spite of the priests’ care, his red mouth has
entirely disappeared. The *“dorson” is obtained;
so far all the pilgrims’ hearts are satisfied, but
the weather is severe. In spite of weather, wind,
storm, and rain, thousands on thousands are on
their way home with the morning light.

What feelings of sadness must not such a sight
produce in every Christian heart! Here is' s



lain and undeniable fact, that annually 150,000
Eeings, with immortal souls, assemble from afgr,
at the expense of much suffering, to worship,
some sincerely, some carelessly, all ‘wronglg,
a huge hideous block of wood, believing it
veritably and indeed to be their deliverer from
all evill What ignorance, what delusion, what
debasedness of soul, of understanding, and of
conscience, are here] What eternal and hopeless
ruin! The idols are not yet utterly abolished!
Stocks. stones, and images of all abominable
heasts, lead souls yet astray! But should not the
sight of these things call forth our sympathy,
lead us to effort, direct us to prayer, that every-
thing which fosters such ruinous folly should be
atonce and for ever abolished?

The next day, owing to the heavy rain, the
cars were unable to move. Thousands of pil-
grims, however, cungregated before them to get
a sight of the idol, and to these we did not fail to
point out the accident which had deprived their
deity of his mouth and injured his eyes. It was
with pleasure we noticed, that to the more sen-
sible of our hearers our reasonings were not pre-
sented in vain. Subsequently the cars proceeded
on their way, and reached the Gondicha temple
in five days, but not before two of them bad run
against two of the principal Moths on the route,
whose walls had, in consequence, to be broken
down,—another fruit of the quarrels between the
Rajah and the officials of Puri.

This year no pilgrims threw themselves be-
neath the wheels of the ponderous cars; indeed
the excessive fanaticism of former days is now
wanting; besides which even the priests would be
afraid to permit any devotee thus to sacrifice him-
self, since the magistrate would hold them respon-
sible for s death. But, affecting as such self-
immolations have been, it should never be forgot-
ten, that where, self-sacrifice kills individzfals
alone. the disease and privations of this pilgrim-
age hill thousands every year.

I now turn to the Missionary labours that
were carried on gmong these deluded masses of
idofaters, Puri had never before contained so
many Christisn labvurers as were gathered there
at the Roth Juttra this year. We were in all
nine European missionaries, and ten native
preachers. ‘The native brethren had preceded us
one day, and, before our arrival, had begun to
preach; but they were soon compelled to desist,
as ill usage was not only threatened, but actually
perpetrated. Not wishing, however, to lose
their valuable help, we resolved on taking them
with us, so as to afford them encouragement
and protection when they preached. Our plan
of operations was as fullows'—We divided our-
selves into three or four bands; each composed
haif of European, and half of native preachers;
and, during several consecutive days, we pro-
ceeded, every morning and afternoon, to the
Boro Dando, or High Street, where we chose
different stations; and, standing on some elevated
spot, addressed the natives in turn one after
another, The congregations amounted from
three to seven and eight hnndred persons, who
gathered about the preacher in a half circle,
often as-deep as his voice, amidst the din and
noise around, could reach them. These congre-
gations were addressed on every topic which the
loculity and our circumstances suggested as most
suitable. We dwelt much on the sinfulness of
man, his guilt and helplessness,—the vanity and
sin of idol-worship,—the inability of a log of
wood to save men from the ppnishment of sin,—
and on the fact that the priesta of Jogonnath,
his constant’ attendants and worshippers, are
nevertheless notoriously wicked. We pointed out
an evident proof of the want of power in Jogon-
nath to-cleanse the heart, and to impart inclina-
tion to do good. We then dwelt at great length
on the person and work of our Lord Jesus Christ
—His great love to fallen man—His willingness
and power to save even the vilest smney—-and_on
the-blessed fruits in time and for eternity, which
result from a sincere faith in Him.

“The crowds commonly stood with patience and
listened to our message with considerable atten-
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tion. This soon aroused the apprehension, and
provoked the malice of the pandas; who were at
all times parading the streets of the town. They

-first tried argument, but being foiled, endeavoured

then to create a disturbance, in order to draw off
the people from listening to us, and did their ut-
most to drown our voices by loud vociferations of
Hori Bol! Rori Bol! and Victm:y to Jogounath!
in which they made the people join them. This
was carried to such a deafening height that we
were more than once obliged to pause for a time,
and it was not without difficulty that we could
resume our discourses. At one place a very
stout panda belonging to the first rank of priests,
and carrying two canes in his hand, broke
through the attentive crowd which I was then
addressing, and planting himself before mwe,
with a diabolical fuce, angrily asked me, * What
business bave you to address these people? Are
they not worshippers of Jogonnath?” I replied,
“I am come to g’uri to declare to these poor pil-
grims the true Jogonnath, the true Lord of the
world, who alone can and will save them, whilst
your wooden Jogonnath is powerless to do s0.”
“ True Jogonnath! True Jogonnath!” repeated
he sneeringly several times; *“do you know that
by preaching your true Jogomnath, you are
depriving us of our power and our wealth?” He
then walked away. I was glad that the people
had heard from the mouth of a priest himself,
that their wealth, and not their benefit, was what
these greedy priests aimed at. On several
occasions, besides being hooted, we had dust and
sand plentifully thrown at us; but this we did not
mind. The animosity of the priests of Jogonnath
was to us a matter of encouragement, since it
showed us plainly that they really felt their craft
was in danger. Tt is always when Satan knows
that his reign is passing away, that he most
bestirs his servants to oppose the Truth.

Some of the native preachers, who in our com-
pany were respected and allowed quietly to go on,
deliveced excellent sermons, and replied to gain-
sayers in a manner that very soon put them to
silence. All our dear Qrissa brethren, too. were
indefatigable, and addressed, with admirable tact
and effect, the crowds of Oriya pilgrims, whose
language they speak with great fluency, espec-
ially the two seniors, Messrs. Lacey and Stub-
bins. Mr. Mullens and myself had plenty of work
among the numerous Bengalis present, who, to
their credit be it said, behaved much better than
the Oriyas of Puri and the neighbourhood. In
fact they seemed not a little pleased to hear their
own language spoken in this distant part of tht
country. A few we found well acquainted with the
leading doctrines of Christianity, which they had
heard near their own homes.

When the pilgrims commenced their refurn

home, we all went outside the town to the
Atharonala bridge, across which most had to pass,
and there distributed our tracts to such as were
able to read. Many received them with glud-
ness, and carefully packed them up in their
clothes. In the town we scarcely distributed any,
as the pandas would of a certainty have obtained
and destroyed them. On the whole we were
very much pleased with the auccess our labours
met at Puri, and thankful for the Lord’s protec-
tion and blessing on our endeavours. Indeed I
may safely assert, that the whole town of Puri
was this year well saturated with the Gospel, and
there were few of the pepple, from the pandas
down to the poorest pilgrims, who were not
made fully aware of the fact that Jesus Christ is
the only true Saviour; and that through Him
alone is redemption to be expected for sinful
man. Oh! what a seed unto eternal life this
single but all important truth may prove. In-
deed from the very lips of an enemy I had
evidence that our preaching had been well under-
stood, and our meaning ‘duly appreciated. As
Mr. Lacey was preaching, and I was standing by,
a panda rushed in, and, addressing himself to the
auditors, said, % What are you listening to these
words for? All the' burd’;n of the talking of
these men is, that our- Jogonnath is not God,
and_that Jesus Christ is !

only true God and-
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Saviour.” Well, thought we, here is & man who
has furnished an excellent epitome of our preach-
ing at Puri,'and we derived much encouragement
from the incident.

Missionaries do not expect, on occasions likd
the Roth festival, to make any converts to
Christianity on the spot. Circumstances are very
unfavourable for such a result. But is there,
nevertheless, no good done by preaching the
Gospel s0 extensively, and by distributing tracts
to so many thousands? Yes, there is much
every way; and the fruits of such labours have
heretofure been often displayed. Many a poor pil-
grim is there, who, we trust, has carried home &
remembrance of what he has heard, and, when
arrived at his village, will communicate his
knowledge to his neighbours. And is there
nothing in this for the Holy Spirit to work upon?
Witness the many matives in this land who iave
embraced Christianity from having heard the
Gospel at such places of public resort. The

seed was sown there, though it produced
the desired fruit only aficrwards. Let us hope
and pray, that this may be the case with many
a poor pilgrim who heard the Gospel at Puri
during the Roth festival of 1849.

Such is the scene of superstition and
delusion, affording a lively idea of the-
spiritual misery and mental degradation
consequent upon idolatry. The whole
proceedings arc fraught with the most
evil accompaniments and results. - Much
immorality is found to prevail among
the host of pilgrims collected by the
occasion; and from the fatigue con-
sequent upon the toilsome journeys which
a large proportion require to make
in order that they may be present
at the festival,—from the scarcity of
provisions, and in consequence of exposure
to the weather by night as well as by day,
disease is apt to make fearful havoc
amongst their ranks. The missionaries
remark that the mortality was very
considerable this yeir, though less than
it has frequently been on similar occa-
sions,—the cholera often raging toa great
extent.’

We visited two or three places where the dead
are laid outside the town, and felt dismayed at
the they presented to our view. Near a
tank, called Mithani Pukur, we actually counted,
within a space not exceeding four acres, 80
corpses which had been thrown there during the
preceding day and night, without the least
attempt to bury or to burn them. There they
lay on the ground in small groups of two,
three, five, and even twelve, in all directions, in
the water and out of it, without a shred of cover-
ing. They were men and women of all ages,
many of them not at all emaciated, but looking
hale and strong; likely, to all appearance, to have:
lived many years. There lay, half mangled by
the dogs, the corpse of many a father and mother,
whose orphan children will long bewail the in-
fatuation which led their wretched parents to
Jogonnath! Besides these 80 bodies, more than-
200 skulls, with skeletons and countless human
bones, strewed the ground of this horrible
Golgotha; and close to the tank stood a numer-
ous group of vultares, crows, snd dogs, with
dull eyes, quite surfeited with their disgusting
banguet. But this placeis only one out of many .
in Puri where the dead are exposed; they extend,
indeed, slong the whole west side of the town,
from near the Indrodowon tank to the sea-shore,
We visited vwo others of them,—the one near the .
the Markundo tank, and Sworga-Dwar. Here the
strong westerly wind had drified the sand, angd
had, in whole or part, covered many corpses; but
even then, nearly twenty bodies in the former:
place, aird about thirtyin the.Iatter, Were seen in.
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various directions, whilst the ground was whiten-
ed with the skulls and bones of those who had
died before, Had we gone also to Loknath, the
Atharonala, and other places, we should prob-
ably have seer not less than 350 bodies in that
single day.

But the misery and mortalify of the pilgrims are
not seen in Puri only; it is during their journeys
that they suffer most. In the journey thither
they manage pretty well, except as to food;
their hearts are excited by the novelty of their
trip, and the hope of seeing the idol; their bur-
dens, too, are light, being chiefly their clothes, a
ghoti, and their money. Few actually die
on the road; yet from their feet swelling with
the length of the way, and from eating only
chira, khoi, and such like, they arrive at Puri ex-
ha usted and sick.

How different with the journey homeward!
Its many miseries are beyond description, and
tell with fearful power upon their little bands.
Upon this point I can speak strongly, more
strongly even than our Orissa brethren, who in
other respects are so thoroughly acquainted with
the whole subject. Mr. Mullens, Mr. Bailey,
and myself, travelled among the pilgrims, and
with them, for six successive days, and had bet-
ter opportunities than missionaries have usually
enjoyed for seeing the thing thoroughly with our
own eyes. Weakened by their long stay at
Puri, and its many miseries, the rainy season al-
ready begun, the roads in a bad state, their pre.
vious excitement all fled, their little stock of
money greatly reduced, the pilgrims gather
themselves again into their little companies, and
start for home. Being anxious to proceed, they
travel very long stages every day, and often walk
on till they drop from sheer fatigue. For in-
stance, the foremost body of jattris reached
Bhudruk this year on the fourth day after the
Roth, having travelled at the rate of 40 miles a-
day. It is not an uninteresting sight to see
them walking along the road on a fine morning,
They form a continnous stream for many miles.
men and women, the strong and the feeble,
thousands on thousands in number, all pressing
on together. But they are no longer light-
handed. Almost every one carries a basket con-
taining not only their ghoit and their clothes, but
a large quantity of the sacred prosad. ‘These
baskets are a hea vy burden to the poor women;
and so great is the quantity taken away from
Puri, that hundreds of ** brarers” are employed
along the whole line of road to carry it. Many
palkis are to be seen in the crowd, containing
some of the more wealthy pilgrims, as well as
numerous doolies carrying the sick. Many bul-
lock earts too mingle with the throng, belonging
chiefly to Hindustani pilgrims from up the coun-
try. Many of the pilgrims carry an umbrella,
having little Puri canes fastened beneath it, but
many only possess a *“sarsi,” a kind of large cap
made of palm leaves, and falling down the back,
And thus they trudge on as strength and health
allow. day after day, till they reach their own
homes.

It is lamentable to be obliged to add,
that,—though in the year 1840 the
appeals of the Christian public, both
in England and India, led the Court of
Directors to make a change in their policy
with reference to these degrading and
demoralizing scenes, abolishing at that
period the pilgrim tax, and no longer
taking the concerns of the temple under
direct control,—yet Government are
still gailty of maintaining the worship of
the idol by paying for that purpose a
large sum of meney from the treasury,
and by devoting to the temple and priest-
hood the revenue of some valuable lands.
This of course contributes to the prev-
alence of the delusion, and is most

glaringly inconsistent with the profession
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of Christianity. Let us trust that a better
period is about to dawn, when, by the

diffusion of *the Truth asitisin Jesus,”

the folly of serving idols may become so
manifest that the temples will be aban-
doned, the images deserted, and the
worship of them numbered with delusions
that have passed away.

EXTRACTS.

THE COMPOSITION AND CONTENTS OF
THE SHORTER CATECHISM.

The Shorter Catechism was composed by the
Assembly of Divines which was convened at
Westminster by order of the English Parlia-
ment in the year 1643, and which consisted of
one hundred and twenty-five Divines, with thirty
Lay Assessors, ten of whom were Lords and
twenty Commoners. Along with this Assembly
at Westminster was associated a Commission
from the General Assembly of the Church of
Scotland, consisting of four ministers, namely,
Alexander Henderson, Samuel Rutherford,
Robert Baillie, and George Gillespie; and three
elders, namely, the Farl of Cassillis, Lord Mait-
land, and Sir Archibald Johnston of Warriston.
The greater number of the Divinés in this As-
sembly were clergymen of the Church of En-
gland, selected on account of their acknowledged
piety, eminent abilities, and extensive learning;
and it is generally admitted, that the Christian
world, since the days of the Apostles, has never
seen a convoeation of more learned and judicious,
grave and godly men. They held their meetings
occasionally in the Jerusalem Chamber, but or-
dinarily in Henry the Seventh's Chapel; and
with little interruption continued their sittings
for the space of nearly five years. During this
period they completed what are usually denomi-

ted the * Westminster &:ndards,” namely,
the Confession of Faith, the'Larger and Shorter
Catechisms, the Directory for Public Worship,
and the Form of Church Government; and how
deeply they felt their responsibility in this great
work may be understood from the solegn vow,
which was taken by every member of the As-
sembly in these wordst—*I, ———, do seriously
promise and vow, in the presence of Almighty
God, that in this Assembly, whereof I am a
member, I will maintain nothing in point of
doctrine but what I believe to be most agreeable
to the Word of God; nor in point of discipline,
but what T shall conceive to conduce most to the
glory of God, and the good and peace of His
Church.” This protestation was appointed to
be read afresh every Monday morning, that its
solemn influence might be constantly felt. In
order that business might proceed regularly and
expeditiously, the whole Assembly was cast into
three equal Committees; the Divines according
to the order in which their names stood in the
ordinance; and the Lords and Commons into three
corresponding divisions, nccording to their order
also  Ench Committee chose for itself a Chair-
man. the first chose Dr. Cornelius Burgess; the
second, Dr. Staunton; and the third, Mr. Gib-
bon. After the Assembly had settled the ques-
tions relating to Church’ Government and the
Directory fur Public Worship, they directed their
attention to the Confession and the Catechisms;
and in framing these, while they had less con-
troversy, they appear to have employed no small
labour. While the Assembly was engaggd in
drawing up the Confession of Faith, Committees
were appointed to arrange its doctrines in the
form of two Catechisms, one of which was in-
tended to form the subject of public expositions
from the pulpit, and the other to be used for the
instruction of families; these are the Larger and
Shorter Catechisms. It is understood that the
first draught of the Confession was prepared
chiefly by the Scottish Commissioners,-and reso-
lutions were -subsequently passed that the Cate-
chismé should contain nothing that was not ex-

pressed and settled in the Confession. The most
distinguished persons in the Committee, engaged
in framing the Shorter Catechism, were Dr.
William Gauge, minister of Blackfriars, London,
and author of & book of Divinity in a catechetical
form; Mr. Herbert Palmer of Ashwell, who be-
came master of King’s College, Cambridge, and
afrerwards published a work entitled ¢ The
Principles of the Christian Religion made plain
and easy,” which is said to bear a considerable
resemblance to the Shorter Catechism; but par-
ticularly Dr. Jobn Arrowsmith of Lynn, af-
terwar{f; waster of John’s College, Cambridge,
and the author of several valuable theological
treatises, is generally believed to have drawn up
the first sketch of the Shorter Catechism for the
ingpection of that Committee. After being re-
vised and completed in the Committee, it was re-
considered by the whole Assembly, and appenrs
to have been the subject of no small discussion
in regard both to its method and matter. Every
point of Sacred Truth which it contains was sub-
mitted to the most careful examination and con-
scientious judgement; and every separate portion
successively passed before it was finally and sol-
emnly sanctioned by the Assembly.

The Shorter Catechism, which was first com-
pleted, was presented to the House of Commons,
and printed by their authority in November,
1647; and in July, 1648, after being repeatedly
revised and simplified, seriously considered, and
found agreeable to the Word of God, it was
finally sanctioned by the General Assembly of
the Chureh of Scotland. By varions Acts of As-
sembly ministers are earnestly enjuined to in-
struct their people in the knowledge of the Cate-
chisms: and Presbyteries are required to * take
trial of all the ministers within their bounds,”
whether they be careful in this respect. Ivis
recommended also to ministers, that, besides their
ordinary work of catechising, they also preach
eatechetical doctrine at such time and in such
manner, as they shall find most conducive to the
edification of their flocks. Imr conformity with
these enactments, it was formerly a -gemeral
practice among the ministers of the Church of
Scotland to take one question of the Catechism
or more, as the subject of discourse, during some
part of the time employed in public worship, .and
to preach catechetical doctrine from that portion;
a practice which it would be well to revive, and
to render as attractive and intelligible to the
people as possible, as one of the most effectual
means of presenting a full and connected view of
Christian doetrine, and preventing the growth of
those crude and erroneous notions, which are so
apt to spring up from partisl and superficial
glimpses of Revealed Truth. In the Reformed
Protestant Churches of Holland the Shorter
Catechism is divided into fifty-two sections, one
of which is prescribed as the regular subject of
discourse during the afternoon service every
Lord's Day. so that all the parts of the Catechism
may be successively explained in the course of
every year.

Few treatises of any description have under-
gone more frequent and thorough dissections, in
regard to its general structure and ovder—its
particular terms and statements—its whole force
and language. It has been analysed, examined,
illustrated in every conceivable way; and, in
passing through all these various processes of
decomposition and restoration, its substantial ex-
cellencies have not only suffered no diminution,
but have been rendered more obvious and un-
questionable than before.

This little collection of precious truths, both
doctrinal and practical, is well calculated both
for the instruction of the young and the solace
of the aged. To the young, if correctly im-

ressed upon their memories, and carefully ex-
plained to their understandings, it may prove a
owerful instrument for preserving them from
atal errors in faith, and for recalling them from
vicions gourses in their practice. And to the
aged Christians, when disabled by infirmities -
both of body and mind, from any active exertion
of their faculties either in reading or.reflection,



the ready remembrance of their§iil¥ lessons
from the Shorter Catechism has firfilighed suit-

able subjects of self-examination and soothing
meditation in their solitary hours, and on their
beds of languishing.

THE SHORTER CATECHISM—ITS HIS-
TORY.

We recently published a Lecture, which
set forth in earnest and forcible terms
the advantages derivable from the use of
the Shorter, Catechism, and we now, in
continuation of the subject, give insertion
to a sketch .of the history of that valuable
book, which has been compiled for us by
a correspondent from the writings of
Brewster, and from Hetherington’s His-
tory of the Westminster Assembly, though
chiefly from the former. We conceive
we are doing our readers a service in
placing before them information of the
nature contained in the ensuing sketch,
as many of them probably have not op-
portunities of access to it elsewhere: .

—

MISCELLANEOUS.

LowpoN MissioNaRY Socierv.—In conse-
quence of some dissatisfaction respecting the
operations of this Society, a Committee was ap-
pointed, some months since, * to inquire whether
any modification of its administration be practi-
cable, which may promote the stronger attach-
ment of its constituents, or increase its efficacy.”
The investigations of this Committee were par-
ticular, and occupied two days. In the result
which has just been published, they say it is but
an act of justice to place upon record the follow-
ing resolution:—1That this meeting cannot sepa~
rate without expressing its deep conviction, as
the result of the present’investigation, of the in-
tegrity and efficiency of the Directors and Officers
of the Society generally, and especially of the
Rev. Arthur Tidman, their honoured and invalu-
able Foreign Secretary. Thomas Raffles, CHAIR-
MAN.

AmeriCAN Boarp oF COMMISSIONERS FOR
ForrieN Missioxs.—The January number of the
Missionary Herald contains the usual annual
summury of what is doing by this important So-
ciety. We have only roum for the concluding
paragraphs.

From the foregoing survey it will be seen that
the Board has under its care twenty-five missions,
embracing one hundred and three stations, one
hundred and fifty-eight ordained missionaries,
nine of them being also physicians, five licensed
preachers, seven physicians not ordained, twenty-
four other male and two hundred and eight fe-
male assistant missionaries; making four hundred
and two labourers who have been sent forth from
this country. Associated with these are thirty
native preachers, and one hundred other native
helpers; consequently the whole number of

rsons_in connection with the missions is five

undred and tifirty-two,

The number of churches, corganized and
watched over by these different missions, is eighty-
seven; and one thousand nine hundred and thirty-
nine hopeful disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ
have been reported, within the last year, as having
been received into Christian fellowship; making
the present numher of communicants twenty-five
thousand six hundred and fifty-seven.

The educational department embraces seven
seminaries for the training of native preachers,
in which there are three hundred aud forty-nine

scholars; twenty-four other boarding-schools, in .

which there are seven hundred and twenty-six
fmpilsi also three hundred and five free-schools,
n which ning thousand three hundred and fifty-
five children snd youth are taught, making the
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whole number, directly or indirectly under the
instruction of missionaries, ten thousand four
hundred and thirty. Thecommon schools at the
Sandwich Islands, as they are wholly supported
by the natives, are not included in this estimate;
though they owe their existence to the Board,
and are still dependent for their prosperity and
success upon- the co-operation of the mission-
aries.

The present number of printing establishments
is twelve; connected with which there are seven
type and stereotype foundries, and fonts of type
for printing ifi nearly thirty languages. During
the past year 36,061,118 pages are reported as
having been printed, making the whole nuinber
of pages, from the commencement of the mis-
sions, 752,542,318.

Tue Srkas — A Religious Tract and Book Soci- |,

ety has been formed at Agra in Indis, for the pur-
pose of giving the Gospel to the Sikhs, This is
a noble enterprise, and it is cheering tosee British
Christians following so rapidly with the blessings
of religion in the footsteps of British conquest.

Diocrse or Prixce Ruprrt’s Tanp.—Bishop
Anderson, late incumbent of All Saints, Derby,
after a quick passage arrived at York, Hudson’s
Bay, in health and safety.

The death of the Rev. E. Bickersteth, an emi-
nently evangelical clergyman of the Church of
England, and the author of several devotional and
other works of high reputation, took place on the
28th February. He was rector of Wotton, in Hert-
fordshire, 8 prominent member of the low Church
party.and & gentleman of a most Catholic spirit.

Tre GorAAM Casr.—This important ease, in
which the Rev. Mr. Gorham was the appellant
azainst the Bishop of Exeter, backed by a decision
of the Ecclesiastical Law Court, has been decided
by the Privy Council in favour of Mr. Gorham.
The Bishop would notinstall Mr. Gorham, because
be did not believe in Baptismal Regeneration.
The Privy Council have decided. with the excep-
tion of one vote (Mr. Knight Bruce), that the
Church bas admitted those who believe in thaf
doctrine and those who do not, and that Mr.Gor-
ham should be installed. s

WESLEYANS IN FraNce.--The Wesleyan Metho-

dists have, in France, chapels, 48; preaching pla- '

ces, 78; missionaries, 24; Sabbath school teachers,
115: local preachers, 39; full members, 950; Sab-
bath school scholars, 1,099; attendants on public
worship, 6.160.

NINevER D1sCOVERIES.— Very late and highly
satisfactory accounts have within these few days
been received from Mr Layard, in Assyrin,
giving intelligence of new and important dis-
coveries in the Nimroud mound. He has made
fresh and extensive excavations in parts of the
eminence not yet explored, and the result has
heen the finding of nothing less than the throne
upon which the monarch, reigning about 3000
years ago, sat in his splendid palace. It is com-
posed of metal and of ivory, the metal being
richly wrought, and the ivory beautifully carved.
Tt does not appear in what part of the edifice this
discovery hds been made; but it seems that the
throne was separated from the state apartments
by means of a large curtain, the rings by which
it was drawn and undrawn having beeh preserved.
At the date of his advices (the beginning of last
month) Mr Layard was pursuing his researches
with renewed ardour in consequence of the as-
tonishing success that las hitherto attended his
exertions. No human remains have come to
lizht, and every thing indicates the destruction
of the palace by fire. It is said that the throne
has been partislly fused by the heat.

Dr Gurzrarr, THE CRINESE INTERPRETER.—
Dr Gutzlaff is about to visit Europe after an ab-

sence of twenty-three years. That long term has

been passed in Chiua, or among the Chinese.
Perhaps no foreigner of the age has more thor-

onghly identified himaelf with the ieople; their’
hhl‘yv

literature, religion, govern ; and
social and domestic hagits. Lma invastigated
by & mind which finds pleasure in study. XEven

95

in personal appearauce the learned gentleman has
in a degree become Chinese. We have heard it
asserted in North America, that Europeans who
live for years among the Indians acquire their
‘expression of countenance. especially a peculifir
cast of the eye, which no Indian is without. Sir
Henry Pottinger went to the East when a mere
lad; he resided for many years at native courts
as a political agent of the governmeut, and no
person who has seen him will forget his Oriental
countenance. Similar influences among a differ-
ent people may have had the same effect on Dr.
Gutzlaff. —Friend of China,

Taomas Dick, L.L. I) —The Secretary of a
Society in London that occasionally assistsauthors
of rer‘ute has sent a bank draft for fifty guineas
for the venerable Doctor’s acceptance.—Scots-
man.

Dr AcHiLrLl.—A public meeting was held on
the 7th March at the Exeter Hall to welcome Dr
Achilli’s return. The great Hall was crowded
densely. )

Mr. Bevan took the chair,

The Rev. Baptist Noel, John Burns, and a
crowd of emineut clergymen were on the plat-
form.

Dr. Achil'i addressed the meeting in the Italian
language, and eloquently deseribed the consola-
tion he had derived from the Bible during his im-
prisonment. He had sacrificed everything for
the cause and was ready to meet death for its
sake. -

A liberal collection was made, and the pro-
ceedings lasted a considerable time.

SociETY OF ANTIQUARIES, LOoNDON.—A ve
curious paper was read on Thursday night, in con-
nection with the exhibition of Major Rawlinson’s
Assyrian Antiquities, on the preceding Thurs-
day. It was by the secretary Mr, Akerman,
and related to Baal or Bel, whose supposed statue,
discovered near Babylon, had been produced.
The object was to show that Boal or Bel was not
a name, but a designation or epithret formerly ap-
phied to the tutelar deity of every important city.
After the reading was concluded, notice wus
given from the chair that Major Rawlinson had’
kindly promised Lord Mahon to attend again on
Thursday next with bie original paper casts of
cuneiform inseriptions from Assyria. This an-
nouncement gave the highest satisfaction, and
was received with much applause, "It is supposed
that Major Rawlinson will enter into some expla-
nation of his mode of reading this not only dead,
but extinct, language.—Morning Chronicle.

THE CATECHISM IN ARABIC.—An Arabic trans-
lation of the Shorter Catechism has been found
of essential service by the missionaries in Syria
in instructing and evangelizing the young,

Decrexs.—The Senatus of St. Andrews’ Uni-
versity has unanimously conferred;she degree
of D.D. on the Rev. Wm. Ritchie, parish minis-
ter of Longfurgan, Presbytery of Dundee; also on
the Rev. N. M’Michael, Dunfermline, and Rev.
John Eadie, L L.D., Glasgow, Professor in %
United Presbyterian Church, The degreé®
L.L.D. was conferred on Dr, Eadie, by the Glas-
gow University, about two years ago.

The Senate of the University of Glasgow has
conferred the degree of L.L.1). on Mr Patrick
M’Kindlay, one of the Classical Masters in. th¥
High School of Glasgow; and on the Rev. James
Cumming, Rector of the Glasgow Academy.

The Senatus of Marischal Lollege and Univer-
sity has conferred the degr®® of D.D. on the
Rev. James Foote, minister of the Free East
Church, Aberdeen, and the Rev. James Bisset,
minister of Bourtie, Alumni of the University;.
and on the Rev, Arthur Tidman, foreign sceretary
to the London Missionary Society.

The Senatus Academicus of King’s College,
Aberdeen, has conferred the degree of L.L.D),
upon E. R. Humphreys, Esq., M.A. of Mer-.
chiston Castle, formerly secretary of the Govern,
ment Board of Education, Prince Edward Islandié
The Umversu{ of Edinburgh had previously’
conferred the honorary degree of M.A.” oa 'the
satte gentloman, . -



POETRY.

A WALK IN A CHURCHYARD.
FROX ‘° POEMS” BY RICHARD CHENEVIX TRENCH.

We walked within the churchyard bounds,
My little boy and 15

He, laughing, running happy rounds—
1, pacing mournfully.

“Nay, child, it is not well, ” I said,
“Among the graves to shout,

To laugh and play among the dead,
And make this noisy rout.”

A moment to my side he clung,
Leaving his merry play,

A moment stilled his joyous tongue,
Almost as hushed as they.

Then, quite forgetting the command
In life’s exulting burst

Of early glee, let go my hand,
Joyous as at the first.

And now I did not check him more,
For, taught by Nature’s face,

I had grown wiser than before,
Even in that moment’s space,

She spread no funeral pall above
That patch of churehyard ground,

But the same azure vault of love

* As hung o’er all around.

And white clouds o'er that spot would pass
As freely as elsewhere;

The sunshine on no other grass
A richer hue might wear.

And, formed from out that very mould
In which the dead did lie,

The daisy, with its eye of gold,
Looked up into the sky. :

The rook was wheeling overhead,
Nor hasteried to be gone;

The small bird did its glad notes shed,
Perched on a grey headstone.

And God, I said, would never give
This light upon the earth,

Nor bid in childhnod’s heart to live
These springs of gushing wmirth,

If our one wisdom were to mourn,
And linger with the dead,

To nurse, as wisest, thoughts forlorn
Of worm and earthy bed.

Oh no! the glory earth puts on,

The child’s uncheck’d delight,

Both witness to a triumph won,
" If we but read aright;—

A triumph won o’er Sin and Death;
From these the Saviour saves;

And, lik®™ happy infant, Faith
Can play among the graves.

The length of the notice of the pro-
J‘Q‘ ings at the close of the last session
of Queen’s College forbids the insertion of
any extended remarks. But we cannot,
“however, refrain from expressing a hope,
that, before the next session is held, some
general and comprehensive plan will have
been devised for aiding Divinity Students,
while going threpgh the requisite courses
of study. Too often are they arrested
by want of means before the course is
completed, and forced to engage in
other pursuits, perhaps, with the view
of ultimately resuming their studies, al-
though frequently immersion in business
diverts their attention from the sacred
uties to which they aspired. 'We have
often already suggested that a Fund should
be raised for the support of Divinity Stu-
dents, and we trust that eventually the
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proposition will be acted upon. Of its
necessity we do not entertain a doubt, as
we are convinced, that thus many a de-
serving youth would be enabled to become
a labourer in the fields of our Zion.

BUBSCRIPTIONS TO PRESBYTERIAN
SINCE LAST PUBLICATION.

Rev. Mr. Bell, Perth, £1; John Haggard,
Perth, 4s.; W. M. Park, Cornwall, £2; Jobn
McMartin, Beauharnois, 2s. 6d.; Rev. A. Maan,
Packenham, 10s.; Rev. M. Bairn, Perth,10s.; Rev,
W. Bell, Perth, 5s.; Rev. W, King, Nelson, £1
10s.; Wm, McGeoch, St. Eustache, 2s. 6d.; Jos.,
Nelson, Harrison Draserse, St. Clair, 58.; Ro-
bert Hunter, Chateauguay, 2s. 6d.; C. A. Low,
Montreal, 2s. 6.; John Wilkie, N. Carlisle, 2s.
6d.; M. Caldwell, New Carlisle, 2s. 6d.; B.
McGee, Hopeton, 2s. 6d.; Rev. Mr. Pandson,
New Richmond, 2s. 6d.; Mr. McGee, Hopeton,
28. 6d.; Jdmes Brown, W. Farnham, 2s. 6d.; Mr.
Ewing, Presten, 2s. 6d.; Hugh Chisholm, Buck-
ingham, 5s.; Thomas Clarke, Chateauguay, 2s.
6d.; W. McLean, do. 2s. 6d. Receired per
Messrs. A. H. Armour § Co., Toronto : O. Mowat,
Toronto, 2<. 6d.; John. Paterson, do. 2s. 6d.; Rev.
James Stewart, Markham, 4s.; D. McKenzie,
London, C. W, 2s. 6d.; Duncar Forbes, London,
2s. 6d,; Duncan Forbes, do, 2s. 6d.; A. McBean,
Cubourg, 2s. 6d.; Rev.J. R, Dalrymple, Hamil-
ton, 2s. 6d.

FRENCH MISSION FUND.

The Treasurer of the Financial Committee
begs to acknowledge receipt of the following
contributions :—

Williamstown, per Rev. J. MacKenzie, £3 0 0

Dundee, do. do. DuncanMoody 1 0 0
Valcartier,  do. do. D.Shanks 100
personal donation 29
- Mr. Ford —_ 012 9
ergu: r r “eie ..
Ni:ga.r;i, ‘:ieo. Mr. Loclmt . : lg g
Toronto, do. Rev. John Barclay, 5 6 3
Remittances to be addressed until further notice

to Mr. Hew Ramsay, Montreal.

TO FARMERS IN CANADA. —

HE Subscriber calls the attention of the
Agriculturists to the following list of FARM-
ING IMPLEMENTS, which he keeps constantly
on hand, manufactured under his own inspection,
and which are made of the best materials:—
SCOTCH PLOUGHS,
DRILL PLOUGHS,
DRILL HARROWS,
ARCHED AND ANGLED HARROWS,
IMPROVE! SUBSOIL GRUBBERS,
SCUFFLERS,
CHEESE PRESSES, Ayrshire Pattern,
He is prepared to make, to order, AGRICUL-
TURAL IMPLEMENTS of every description.
The above articles are warranted, and if they
do not give satisfaction may be returned.
ALEXANDER'FLECK.
Montreal, May 1, 1850.

CATECHISMS, &ec.

THE Subseribers publish cheap editions of the

following : K :

The A B C, with the Shorter Catechism. 1d.

Ditto, ditto, with Proofs. 1}d.

The Mother’s Catechism for a Young Child, by the
late Rev. John Willison. 2d.

The Second Initiatory Catechism. 1d.

The Child’s Own Prayer Book, a help to Nursery
Devotion, to which are added Hymns and the
Mother’s Catechism. 6d.

A Catechism for the Instruction of Communicants
of the Sacrament of our Lord’s Supper, by
Andrew Thomson, D. D. 7{d.

Lessone on the Truth’ of Christianity, being an A
pendix to the Fourth Book of Lessons, for
.use of Schools. 1s.

ARMOUR & RAMSAY.

DAYS WILL BE PUBLISHED,

IN TWO VOLS.
HANDSOMELY BOUND,

CURRICULUM LATINUM
AD USUM JUVENTUTIS.
COURSE of LATIN READING for the use
of Schools, containing :
PART FIRST,
PROSE.
Selections from Cornelius Nepos.
The Third and Fourth Books of Quintus Curtius.
Four Books of Caesar’s Commentaries.
Cicero on Old Age. :
Cicero on Friendship.
The Agricola of Tacitus.
Price 6s. 3d.

or each of the above may be had separately, at prices
varying from 9d. to 1s. 9d. :

PART SECOND,

POETRY.

A

Containing :
Three Books of the ZEneid.
The Georgics of Virgil.
The Odes of Horace.
The Fasti of Ovid.
. Price 5s. 6d.
or each of the above may be had separately, at 1s. 6d.

or 18.-9d.
ARMOUR & RAMSAY.
And sold by

J. M¢Coy, R. & C. Chalmers, C. Bryson, B.
Dawson, and R. & A. Miller, Montreal ; P. Sin-
clair, Quebec ; G. Stobbs, Three Rivers ; W. Brooks,
Sherbrooke ; A. Bryson, Bytown ; J. Allan, Perth ;
W. Buell, Brockville; Ramsay, Armour & Co.,
Kingston ; J. Harrison, Belleville; A. H. Armour
& Co., Scobie & Balfour, H. Rowsell, and T. Mac-
lear, Toronto ; J. Simpson, Niagara; T. Craig,
London ; G. P. Putman, New York.

FRENCH CANADIAN INDIVIDUAL,

/A belonging to the FRENCH PRESBYTE-
RIAN MISSION of MONTREAL, perfecily
understanding the ENGLISH and FRENCH
LANGUAGES, who writes an UNEXCEPTION-
asLe Haxp, and who has had some experience
in a COUNTRY STORE, is desirous of obtainisg &
SITUATION as BOOK: KEEPER, or an em-
ployment as RETAILER in some Store.

Reference to the Rev. E. Lareriermie, No.
72, St. Antoine Street.

Montreal," April, 1850.

PSALMODY.

rI‘O be published, A Choice Selection of PSAL-
MODY adapted expressly for the use of the
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES in Canada; to
which’will be added several Tunes composed by
the Author,prefaced with Instructions in the Art
of Singing and Reading at sight. Price two shill-

ings and six pence per eopé.
' EO. ANDERSON,
Montreal, 24th December, 1849.

NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS,

All communications, and lettersenclosing remit-
tances to the Presbyterian, to be addressed
(Post-paid) to “The Editor of the Presbyterian,
Montreal,”” with the exception of remittances
from Toronto its vicinity and places to the west-
ward of that city, which are to be addressed to
Messrs. A. H. Armour & Co., Toronto,

€Be Preshyterian

Ts published for the Lay Association, by Messrs,
Lovell snd Gibson, at their office, St. Nicholas

 street, Montreal.
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