Technical and Bibhographic Notes / Notes techmques et bibhographiques

The Institute has attempted to obta:n the best original
copy available ter filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibliographically umique, which may alter any
of the tmages in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

[~ 1 Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

! Cover< damaged/
Couverture endommagée

l Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou peliiculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture mangue

Coloured maps/
Caites géographiques en couleur

Coloused ink (i.e. other than blue or black}/
Encre de couleur (1.e. autre que bleue ou noire}

D Conloured plates and/or iilustrations/
Planches et/ou iilustrations en couleur

\/ Bound with other matenial/
Relié avec d'autres documents

[ Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
:__\/_—] along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de |'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

Biank ieaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
beer omitted from filming/

11 se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
tors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela étart possible. ces pages n‘ont
pas ete filmées.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires suppiémentaires:

L’ Institut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu'il

lui a eté possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
dans la méthode normale de filmage sont indiques
ci-dessous.

'—'] Coloured pages/
L___J Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommuagées

Pages restored and/or iaminated/
L | Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

/ Pages discoloured. stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou picuees

Pages detached/
Pages détachées

/ Showthrough/
Transparence

E’ Quality of print vanes/

Qualite inegale de I'impression

V/(Connnuous pagination/
Pagination continue

j Incfudes index{es)/
1 Comprend un {(des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de I'en-téte provient-

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de la livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de ta livraison

. Masthead/
Génerique {périodiques} de 1a hivraison

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked beiow/
Ce document est film< au taux de réduct:on indigue ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X 3Cx

—
- —
A
-4

[
e

20X 24X 28X 32X



THE

CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

(INEW SERIES.)

VoL.

1]

EDITORIAL JOTTINGS.

THE foilowing is from a leading editorial in

TORONTO, APRIL, 1582,

ing dogmatic replies, we submit a few reflee-
[tions, assuming that there must be some

ground, imaginary or real, for the complaints

the Victoriun Independent,and is worthstudy- | so persistently made.

ing in connection with the paper published in

this issue on the “ Weakness of Independency.”

specially as it regards what Mr. M‘Hardy
describes as a “ denominational temper”: “In

looking at our special work in this colony in .

the light of past experience, there is one thing
that stands out before us with the clearness
gnd definiteness of a revelation, and that is
the necessity of increased effort to maintain
and extend our principles. We must put

forth a vigour and an energy to which we’

have for some time been strangers. If, as
some of us contend, we are not going back, we
are certainly not advancing with that Hrm
and manly step which our freedom and large-
heartedness should prompt. There are cc-
casional defections in our ministerial ranks,
and suspicious whisperings are hearu that we
have not seen the end of such unseemly and
scandalous proceedings.
able want of a denominational spirit amongst
us. Churches, ministers, and members do
p etty much us they like, without respect tv
the interests of the body ut large.

Christian workers.

cast down sometimes, but we are not in
despair. The time has come when we must

arise and shake ourselves from the dust. We |
have been asleep while others have been .
awake and working.” We have italicised two !

sentences of our Australian contemporary, of-
be culled from our own columns at different

complaint come from all points of the com-

Our insti-’
tutions are languishing for the want of funds, -
and for the still more sericus deticiency of '
In the presence of the
princely liberality of other Churches, we are
' buncombe—nothing more.

All movements that have a history and
continuitv carry with themselves in a greater
or lesser degree the traditions and habits of
the past. Cougregationalisnt has a continuous
history, and has been in the forefront of the
battle on English ground for religicus liberty,
which liberty in the colonies has been secured,
and in growing measure is being enjoyed
in the old land. That struggle neecessarily
exaggerated the import of individual rights
and liberty, whilst the common struggle com-

. pelled co-operation and fellowship uncon-

seivusly, just as upon a raft, mid-ocean, lord and
servant,peer and peasant, passengers and crew,
know no difference in the one common danger
and struggle to sight a vessel and drift to
some hospitable shore. The struggle is over;
it has of nccessity left its temper and tradi-

_tion. Now, thatliberty gained, the question of
There is @ lament--

the hour is, Have we wisdom and grace to usc
our liberty, adapting ourselves, under Divine
cuidance, to the needs and calls of the honr’
The belligerent attitude was a necessity,
has now become a tradition; for under the
changed circumstances, to talk of compulsion,
ecclesiastical legislation in a land like ours,
where even a * secular society " holds its Sun-
day evening concerts unmolested, is simply
Having won our
rights, we need to try an old path and strike
again a grand old strain, which in the din of
battle was scarcely heard, viz., {cllowship—
“fellowship one with another,” because we

" are partakers of the “ fellowship of the blood
fering & few remarks. Similar words might

of Christ.” In this respect we have a denomi-

. national right to exist, believing in the com-
times, from various pens. Why should this:

munion of saints, not on the ground of ritual

conformity, creed subscription, ecciesiastical
pass regarding our Congregational Churches ?.
1s it true ? and if so, why ? Without ventur- :

oneness, but upon the simple ground of faith in
Christ and loyalty to His kingly law. The
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steady pursuit of this ideal will give Uis co- : looking fellow of the bull-necked and heavy-

hesion and spiritual power, purge our fellow-
ship of thingy which disgrace, and of walks
that are disorderly, and give us a definite
work, which, whether it brings wealth to our
treasury or not, will make us earnest in every
good word and work, and cause us to rejoice
without complaining in that liberty which
has bheen gained—the liberty of the truth, the
liberty wherewith Christ's people are free, the
liberty of co-operation and love of Christ and

of God.

WE offer no apology for inserting the fol-
lowing, clipped by us from our exchange, the
N.Y. fndependent. Whether we have the same
ignorance and besotted bestiality under which
society, crowded and emerging from its old
condition in the old land, groans or not, we
will not stay toinquire ; but the adaptation of
the Gospel to the masses, not by clap-tra.? ad-
vertisements, “laughter” and “applause,” but
by plain men speaking words of carnestness to
plain men, is a fact worth the study of all whe
seek to raise their fellows to “ the heavenlies
in Christ Jesus.” We confess ourselves at
present learners regarding the movement of
the Salvation Army, and give from time to
time such facts as may aid our readers also in
coming eventually to some conclusion regard-
ing their work :

A SALVATION ARMY TROPHY.

“One of the Crowd” who contributes very
skilfully prepared sketches to the Daily
Telegraph, fills two columns of that journal
with the account of a visit paid to a service in
the People’s Hall, Whitechapel Road. We
quote the concluding portion :

“ There was an exceedingly devout couple on
a seat not far distant from me, and it was
evident that the woman wished her husband
to rise and say something, and that he was
equally anxious that she should do su. And

resently she did. Her speech was briefer
than that of any one who had spoken pre-
viously. ‘I thank God for His goodness to
me, but more especially I thank Him for the
blessed change that, through His servants who
worship in this place, He has made in my
husband. I beseech the prayers of every one
here that he may hold fast to the good cause.’
To tell the truth, the husband she was speak-
ing of was not a likely-looking subject.
Though decently dressed, he was still a rough-

|
|
i
i

i religion’s sake.

Jjawed type, with a couns2nance expressive of
anything but gentieness of spirit and meek
submission to any amount of persecution for
Yet there could be no doubt,
whatever the strange means by which the
miracle had been wrought, that the man was
thoroughly enthralled and made captive, for
the time being, at all events, to the principles
of Salvationism. More frequently, perhaps,
than any other, was his deep, gruff voice heard
uttering loud and, to those near him, startling
sudden ejaculations of approval at particular
{'oints and periods of the preacher’s discourse.
When the congregation knelt down to pray,
he was not satistied to bow the knees and
cover his face with one hand, but he must
turn bodily round, with his fists clenched and
his arms encircling his head, while his fore-
head pressed against the hard seat. He
groaned and sobbed so and made such dismal
noises that his wife did her best to comfort
him, patting his broad back with her work-
worn old hand, and whispering to him tg bear
up and be glad, though all the time her own
cheeks were wet and her eyes red with weep-
ing. So strangely did the man seem affected
that, when the service was at an ead and the
congregation departed, my curiosity was
roused and I kept the pairin sight. Walking
down the Whitechapel Road by their side, I
took the liberty of questioning them as to
how long it was since they joined the Salva-
tion Army, and how they had been induced to
turn their religious attention in that direc-
tion. After what I had witnessed of the be-
haviour of both, I was not surprised to find
that they were disposed to speak with free-
dom on the subject. For a moment the wo-
man hesitated; but her husband, who still
occasionally applied his pocket-handkerchief
to his eyes, exclaimed: ‘Tell him, old gal ;
tell him all about it. Don’t hide nothing. I
didn’t, when at last I was marched off my legs
and cried out to the Lord to catch hold of me.
And He put forth His hand and did it, bless
His holy name.” He spoke these words aloud,
and with his hands clasped and raised above his
head. ‘Weli,you must know,sir,'the woman be-
an, ‘my husband and me were not brought to
seethe light of truth and gloryat thesame time.
How I came to seck it——" How she come
to seek it,’ the man interrupted her, ‘ was be-
cause she had for her husband as hard and as
crael a beast as ever a poor soul was tethered
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to. That was me
life, sir. I'm a slaughterman by trade; but
half my time I used to be too lazy 1o work at
it, and I used to make this poor little bundle o’
bones work for me at the washtub, or at
scrubbing, or at charing—anything. What
did I care, so long as I could wait on her for
a shilling when she came home at night, to
tind me 1n beer and 'bacca? And I didn't let
her off’ at that. I used to fist her. Itisto
the glory of the Lord that I confess to it. He
can wash white as snow the heart of such a
wretch as I used to be; and I confess, sir,
that I used to fist her often. I fisted her
wuss than ever when I found out that she
used to come con the quiet to the Hall here.
I was that mad jealous of her doing it that I
used to feel like killing her sometimes. It
used to seem to me that she did it on purpose,
to show me up and make me feel ashamed of
myself. It didn’'t seem half so bad to do as I
was doing when she fired up at ine, and swore
back when I swore at her, and sometimes
caught up something and fetched me a clout
with it when I came home drunk and began
fisting her. But when she began to go to the
Hall, sir, she tcok a turn—a turn that raised
the devil in me that strong that it was a
wonder I did not murder her. No matter
how I fisted ber, she took it meek, and wiped
the blood off her mouth, and said: ‘May the
Lord forgive you, as I do, Jack!” I used to
be furious then, and go at her and fist her till
she hadn’t got any voice left to crow over me.
But next morning, sir, she’d be bright and
cheerful, and, if I said anything taunting,
she'd make answer: ‘I can wait, Jack. It is
not you and me that is rustling (wrestling),
lad. It is the devil in you fighting against
the Lord in me. The victory may be far off;
but I can wait, for it is certain.” Praise be to
His glorious name, sir, the victory was not far
off. It was nigher than she thought. It come
sudden, sir, as I'd fell & beast with the axe.
I'd been fisting her cruel, for I was malicious
drunk that night, till I thought I had done
for her quite. She lay on the floor so still,
with the blood a trickling from her forehead,
and I was growing frightened and sober,
when she comes to her senses and pulls her-
self up on to her knees by catching hold of
the bedstead, and sez she: ‘Oh! Lord, don't
be too hard on my poor husband. Take pity
on him, for my sake, and loosen the hold the
devil has on him.” And as I sat there on the

I was the curse of her |

chair, sir, staggered and wandering, she wan-
_aged to get up,and she put her arms avound my
" neck, and sez she: *Oh! dear Jack, I may be
dying. [ think [ am.  Let me hear you say
‘Oh! God, forgive me " and 1 shall die happy.’
But I didn't say it. I couldn'l. I was sotook
aback and 'mazed that 1 was dumb. [ was
dumb all threugh the night, sir,and she never
let me go; and it wasn't till morning's light
that I found a voice to say what she asked me
hours before. There’s the story from first to
last, sir, and that's how I cawme to join the
Salvationists, and the reason why I mean,
with my wife’s help, to stick to them while
I've got living strength. I don’'t know who
you are, sir, or your meaning for getting me
imto talk ; but I'll make bold to ask vou one
question, now I'm done: ‘D'ye blame me for
sticking to 'em ?'”

Under the circumstances, there was, of
course, but one answer to the question, and
I gave it unhesitatingly.

MR, PROCTOR, the astronomer, has been play-
ing the alarmist. He argues for the identity of
one of the comets of 1880 with that of the
great comet of 1543, and that again with the
comet of 1668, which by its near approach to
the sun was retarded by that luminary’s
corona, and had its period of return shortened
from 173 years to about 35. He argues that
at its next return it will fall into the sun.
This may cause such a blaze in the solar
furnace that our earth may be dried if not
burnt up thereby. There is this consolation,
however, for those that may hope to live till
that day: the identity is not proved, being
only more probable than Anglo-Saxon iden-
tity with the lost ten tribes, besides which
astronomers have estimated as of very little
mass the body of comets; and allowing a very
liberal estimate, the falling of such a comet-
ary mass into the sun would simply bring
back the fuel supply to what it had been some
twenty-four hours before. In other words,
the mass of the sun, as compared with the
mass of the comet, is so great that it would
affect its temperature little more than a house
cistern of water would the flow of the Clyde.
i At least such is the opinion of some astro-
| nomers who have as great opportunity of
| knowing as Mr. Proctor. Nevertheless, the
| end will come for us soon; therefore, what
* the hand findeth to do, let it hasten diligently.
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MR. Oscar OWERS, an evangelist from the
English Evangelistic Society, a man of reputed
earnestnese ana moral worth, in his labours

in Kingston is reported to have made state- |

ments which have startled the community.
Some ladies asked him to give his opinion
regarding modern bazaars. He denounced
them as heing devoted to frivolity, dress, and
levity—in fact, they were almost sinks of
iniquity. He also stated that the churches of
to-day were too frequently governed by the
law of expediency, and not by the law of God.
Such charges are serious if true, and that they
are in measure true must, we fear, he acknow-
ledged. We have had the pleasure of meet-
ing Mr. Owers, and believe him to be a true
friend of the churches, not their enemy, in
telling the truth. Unless we mistake his
purpose—and we shall deeply regret to learn
that we are mistekea—that gentleman desires
to build up the shurches, utterly repudiating
the work of a destroyer; but he, with many
others, does desir: the churches to be clothed
with beautiful garments, to arise in the
strength of holiness, to trust no meretricious
adornment, but to put on the Lord Jesus in his
integrity, love, and self-sacrificing power.
There are certain business lines upon which all
church externals must run; but the business
management of the quack, of the lottery and
the opera should be foreign to our church work,
which must depend upon the Saviour’s prom-
ised gift, * power from on high.” We rejoice at
the signs of impatience in many quarters with
the questionable methods Churches and
Church members tolerate for favour and finan-
cial success. We have no sympathy with the
querulousness that marks the complaining
of many, we do not believe that chronic
grumbling has any place in the kingdom of
heaven, but we do sympathise with the
awakening conscience that moves the will to
resolve, “ the kingdom of God and its right-
eousness first ; other things follow, as in God’s
good pleasure they may.”

Pror. MASPERO is excavating about the
pyramid of Meydum, which is the next in
size to those of Ghizeh, and which is believed
_to have been erected by Snefru, the last king
of the Third Dynasty, and the predecessor of
Khufru, or Cheops. He has now cleared the
pyramid down to the level of the desert, to
which it descends in a series of great steps of

THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

beautifully fitted masonry of fine white lime-
stone. The joints of the masonry are so
close, that it 1s often difficult to trace them ;
they are more like cabinetmakers’ than masons’
work. This pyramid must have been covered
up from the remotest time, for it looks quite
new. The central chamber is tent-shaped, the
walls contracting to a point at the top, so as
to support the immense weight. Some pieces
of heavy timber were found in the room; it
is possible that there may be other chambers,
as in the pyramids of Ghizeh, not yet dis-
covered, in which the sarcophagus exists. No
inscription has yet been found on the pyramid ;
but Mr. Stuart has found one but five minutes’
walk distant, on the tomb of Nofre-Maat,
which reads in archaic ~haracters, “ Resting-
place of Snefru” No confirmation is yet re-
ceived of the astonishing statement, published
in Berlin some months ago, of the discovery
of the pyramid of Menes, the first mythical
king of Egypt.

Tue R. C. Archbishop Lynch, of Toronto,
has left for Rome, conveying to the Pope the
contributions of the faithful. The Sunday
evening before he left, the city he deli~ered
an address in his Cathedral, upon Tclerance
and Intelorance. Tolerance is explained clear-
ly as the endurance of that “which we
cannot help; we endurs what 'we cannat cure.
Something that is evil steps in, and we cannot
expel it without incurring a more grievous
evil, and we tolerate its presence;” it is the
exercise of “ the grace of patience.” Tolerance
may be a grievous wrong. “An evil steps in; it
can be expelled easily, and a great deal of
misfortune prevented. It is a serious dere-
liction of duty and weakness to endure and
tolerate. Toleration is therefore a virtue or
a vice, according to circumstances.” The
Archbishop does not define “ circumstances,”
though reviewing history he notes, “ When
once the Catholic religion was establishd and
became part of the State, the rulers became
intolerant. They were sure the Catholic
religion was the true one, and they punished
all those who openly prcached another doc-
trine.” A few reassuring sentences follow :—
“Good Catholics, from charity and humility,
respect the honest convictions of their Protest-
ant fellow-citizens ; they were educated from
their infancy in those tenets, and they leave
them to the judgment of God, the Master
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whether he is worthy of love or hatred cither
before or after death. Whilst the Catholics
strongly adhere to the doctrines of their own
faith, and would not change them for worlds,
they are far from condemning their neigh-
bours.” Nevertheless, we remain painfully
in doubt as to the attitude, “according to
circurmstances,” to be assumed should the
“Catholic Church ” be preferred by a decided
majority, “3ure that that Church is the true
one,” to the exclusion of all others. Specially
do these suggestions rise when we remember
the Syllabus of the last Pope, which provides
for the anathematizing of those who deny the
right of the civil magistrate to enforce observ-
ance of the true religion. We sometimes
recall John Bunyan’s giant Pope, and the old
man biting his nails, with the scarce audible
growl, “ You will never mend till more of you
be burned.” We respect our Roman Catholic
fellow-citizens, but not their exclusive theo-
logy, which ever leaves us uneasy as to what
may be the next demand when their first
“ reasonable ” concession has been gained.

THE following is from the Mail of March
6th. We draw attention to the italicised
words, where the main issue is declared to be
revenue not principle :—“ A deputation of the
Dominion Alliance waited here upon Mr,
Wurtele, the Provincial Treasurer, and pre-
sented & petition asking for some changes
and modifications in the license laws, as well
as for their consolidation. The Treasurer
stated that he was in favour of some of the
changes required, and he would consult kis
colleagues with & view of introducing a Bill to
carry them out, but he gave the supplicants
to understand that ke would not pledge him-
self to any meusure that would damage the
revenwe arising from license duties.”

Tae following, from a contemporary, may
suggest that the Church is not guiltless quite
in the raising of this false standard, where
truth and purity are at stake; we endorse
every word as our own:—*“The ‘Interior’
says: ‘When we tuik about popularity only,
or measure communion rolls only, or figure
up pew rents only, we are far too low down
among worldly standards to measure the work
of the Spirit. It will not always respend to
those tests” And yet these are the standards

and Judge of us all. No man can pronounce | too often applicd to the work of the Spirit in

Canada as well as in the States. A preacher
who ‘draws’ is assumed to be doing a great
work, though the crowd drawn i little more
devotional than the crowd that attends a
circns, A large annuai addition to the com-
munion roll is considered evidence of progress,
though many of the additions could not have
been made if regeneration were a term of
communion. A full treasury is a good thing,
but men may and do pay high pew rents in
many churches who are not, and do not them-
selves profess to be, converted. The Interior’
is right. The application of ‘ worldly stand-
ards to measure the work of the Spirit’ is
having a most disastrous etfect in many
directions. This business of trying to figure
up spiritual results as men add, up their
accounts is fast reducing the Church to the
level of an ordinary business concern. Are
there enough of spiritually-minded men to
frown it down?”

Dz. EcErToN RYERSON is no more, having
passed away at the advanced age of seventy-
nine. His life has been eminently Canadian,
and few men have done more than he in shap-
ing the present of our growing Dominion.
As a public man he had his enemies—who
has not >—but Canada will not forget him as
the founder of her great educational system,
in which even his mistakes were experiences
by which men rise to higher things. The
heroic independence of the man is seen in
his early religious choice. He was turned to
Christ decidedly by Methodist instrumenta-
lity, and cast in his lot with that people when
so doing seemed the loss of social prestige and
the inviting of constant discouragements. He
lived to see the Church of his choice an ac-
knowledged power in the land. All classes
hastened to pay the last tribute to his worth,
and he restsin hope of the resurrection of the
just. His remains lie in the Mount Pleasant
cemetery, north of Toronto, his coffin-plate
simply recording— Egerton Ryerson, born
21st March, 1803 ; died February, 1882,

THE following, clipped from a contempo-
rary, is not without its interest as a relic of
early English Congregationalism. 1t is inte-
resting also as indicating the name “ Congre-
gational” rather than « fndepcndent " as that
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which was borue by the pioneers of our liberty
in Reformation times :— ‘
fcory.]

CHaeLes R.—Charles, by the grace of God,
King of England, Scotland, France, and Ire-
land, Defender of the Faith, ete— To all
Mayors, Bayliffs, Constables, and other Our
Officers and Ministers, Civil and Military, .
whom it may concern—@Greeting :—In pursu-
ance of our Declaration of 15th March, 1671-2,
We have allowed and do allow of & Roome or |
Rocmes in the house of George Bendall, of .
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, to be a place for the
use of such as do not conform to the Church .
of England, who are of the persuasion calied
Congregationall, to mcet and assemble in, !
in order to theirpublick Worship and Devotion. |
And all and singular of Our Otficers and Min- |
isters, Ecclesiastical, Civil, and Military, whom !
it may concern, are to take due notice hereof: |
And they, and every one of them, are hereby |

INDEPENDENT.

following remarks of Sir C. G. Duffy, former

Deditor of The Nation, which we cull from a

London contemporary. He declares that the
Land Act should be received gratefully, and
goes on to add that “ all the productive energy,

'i the generous enthusiasm ot our people
should be directed to the task of utilising it
to its utmost possibility of good. It T were a
tishop,” says he, “ I should write a pastoral ;
it 1 were a priest, I would deliver a discourse :
if I were a journalist, I would make myself
heard from the rostrum ; if I could do no better,
U would beat a drum on the highway in order
to fix the attention of our people on the
splendid opportunity they possess of becoming
prosperous and peaceful.”

FAITHS ROLL CALL -1V,

ABRAHAM.
As Nosh, Abraham believed concerning

strictly charged and required to hinder any ' things not seen as yet; but the brighter faith
tumult or disturbance, and to protect them in | shines forth on Abraham. Noah trusted under
their said Meetings and Assemblies. Given ' the dark cloud of storm, ¢f judgment, and with
at our Court at Whitehall, the fifth day of . his house fled for refuge, escaped for his life.
September, in the 24th year of our reign, | To Abraham was given a broader and more
1672. By His Majestie’s command. ; cheering prospect—the city which hath the

ARLINGTON. |

THE Manitoba craze continues. The level ;
will be found by-and-bye,and then We
were enthusiasts about our North-West, be-
lieving that we have a glorious possession in
those thousands of miles of rich prairie lands,
the future wheat-producing and cattle-raising :
tields of America. We have the same belief |
still; but the wealth must come from the soil, .
which is not to be developed by trading lots |
at fancy prices, and marking paper cities on .
‘seemly-looking maps whose best use is as’
wall pr.per. We deprecate the mad spirit of
speculation where fortunes are made at the ex-
pense of others.  Such enterprise can never de-
velop a country or build up an enduring nation,
and must bring disaster in its train. For honest
toil, beginning with agriculture and its accom-
paniments, there is a fair field and most hope-
ful prospects ; but beware of munia, of hasting
to be rich, which still leads, as of old, many
into snares and miseries, and drowas men in
perdition.

Tuaat Mr. Gladstone’s Land Act can be
appreciated by some is manifest from the :

\ God hath prepared for home.

. clearly shone the promise.

. God’s elect.
- seed in whom all nations of the earth are to

foundations, the country, the heavenly, which
To Noah the
world was doomed, and, as from a stranded
vessel, the duty was—escape; to Abraham

' the world was a possession, the earnest of an
! inheritance, a pledge of the brighter more

enduring blessings of heaven. In his seed
all nations of the earth were to be blessed.
Noah here had no immediate prospect but the
curse about to fall in dire vengeance upon the
world in its vileness; to Abraham niore
All nations of the
earth were to be blessed in him. Abraham’s
faith must have been the more joyous, though
not more real than that which for years toiled.
preparing the ark for the saving of his house.

" It is worthy of note that we are called to be

the children of faithful Abraham (Gal. iii. 29).
Therefore, whilst possessing the reality of
Noah’s faith, the brightness of Abraham’s
is our privilegge—we may look away from
judgment to the clear shining after the
rain, to Jerusalem the heavenly, the home of
We do, or ought to, possess that

be blessed ; and in the strength of that faith
which is the faith of the children of faithful
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Abraham, cheerily “ pitch each day our mov-
ing tent, a day's march nearer home.”
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' Christ. And if we are asked how this one
: Abraham passed through the denial of all

Of al! the characters of the anciert werld . 3 "
are content to answer, that it was by a special

none stand out with more distinctness, none
have apparently left a more enduring influ-
ence, than “faithful Abraham” “the friend

other gods to the knowledge of the one God, we

divine revelation, granted to that one man,

“and handed dewn by him to Jews, Christians,

of God,” unless we except Moses, the volun- .
tary outeast from Egypt’s palaces, the faithful

leader of the heritage of God.
world was prevailingly idolatrous. Nature—
especially the heavenly bodies—would be ob-
Jjects of worship; the sight of the sun when it
shined, and of the moon walking in bright-
ness, would call forth adoration; and there

would be hero-worship, as the monuments of |

Egypt and Assyria testify by those colossal
statues of the Pharaohs and Nimrods, those
mighty priests and hunters.
this idolatry Abraham was called, whether by
audible voice or by an inward impulse it mat-
ters not; and his call has left its impress re-
ligiously upon the werld ever since.
three great monotheistic religions—the Jew-
ish, Christian,and Mohammedan—are Semitie:
Ishmael and Isaac, with Esau or Edom, are
children of Abraham. “How,” asks Max
Miiller, “is the fact to be explained that the
three great religions of the world, in which
the unity of the lbei’oy forms the key-note, are
of Semitic origin ?
bably the beginning of the Arab tribes).
Mohammedanism, ro doubt, is a Semitic reli-
gion; and its very core is monotheism. But,
did Mohammed invent monotheism ?
invent even a new name of God? Not at all.
How with Christianity ? Did Christ come to
preach faith in a new God ? Did He or
His disciples invent a new name of God?
No. Christ came not to destrcy, but to fulfil ;
and the God whoin He preached was the God
of Abraham. And who is the God of Jere-
miah, of Elijah, and of Moses? We answer
again, “the God of Abraham.” Thus the
faith in the one living God is traced back (his-
torically) to one man—to him in whom all
families of the earth are to be blessed. No
wonder that from earliest childhood we have
looked upon Abraham, the friend of God,
with love and veneration. His figure will as-
sume still more majestic proportions, when
we see in him the life-spring of that faith
which was to unite all the nations of the
earth, and the author of that blessing which
was to come on the Gentiles through Jesus

The |

(Gen. xxv. 1-4 are pro- !

Evidently the :

and Mohammedans—to all who beiieve in the
ind of Abraham. We want to know more of
that man than we do; but even with the lit-
tle we know of him, he stands before us as a
figure second only to the one in the whole
history of the world.”

To us, as the father of the faithful, faith-

" ful Abiaham, he is specially significant; and

Frem out of |

i
1
|
|

!

t

Did he |

yet the record of his life i3 not other than
what in outward circumstances has been, and
is conceivably, the life of many an Arab
chieftain—a Bedouin sheik—wealth in flocks
and followers, skirmishes with other tribes,
strife among retainers for wells, and a wan-
dering life. But it was . life of faith. From
the old home (though we are ..ot to imagine
“ home ” to a nomadic people had the strictly
local associations that it has with us, though
practically our migrations seem to rival the
wanderings of old) he went forth, obedient to
a divine command, “not knowing whither he
went.”

The event in history that in character
and consequences seems to be the paral-
lel to this, is the departure of the Pilgrim
Fathers, seeking in the wilds of the West-—
to them unknown—a home with a faith’s
pure shrine—freedom to worship God. RBut
the same act is repeated by unknown social

' heroes, ;who, because they will not tell a lie

or commit a wrong, go out they know not
whither. The associations of youth, the friends
of life were all left behind when the voice of
duty called “away,” and he journeyed on con-
tent to sojourn in a land by promise his, but
in the actual possession of others, from whom
even a burial plot had to be bought. Here is
the true trustfulness of faith—no self-seek-
ing, nor worldly prudence, no policy, but
straightforwardness, no metter what conse-
quences might be, assured that nothing could
really harm the friend of God—the Judge of
ail the earth would do right. Would that
Abrahamn’s faith were more manifest in the
marts of-life, in municipal affairs, and political
spheres ; integrity,~ ightforwardness, truth,
heedless of what the future has in store,
knowing weil none can harm if we be follow-
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ers of that which is good. Read Gen. xiii. 7-12,
specially 8, 9. What were well-watered
plains and thriving cities compared with
peace among relatives ? Too often now pro-
perty curses by causing discord. The scen
and time-bounded destroys the unseen and
eternal.  Sense i3 more than spirit—sight
more powerful than faith. Not so with Alra-
bam. His treasure was in heaven—a country
of his own for permanent possession.
well-watered plain turns to a lonely desert—
the fair cities dens of tierce iniguity. Time
wrinkles the freshest scencs that earth may
spread ; the allies of to-day may be the bit-
ter foes of the morrow; but he who has an
inheritance in the city which hath the foun-
dations need fear no change, nor sin, nor
carking care. Ther»
*¢ All is tranquil and serene—
Calm and undisturbed repose ;
There no clou.l can intervene,
There no an: ;s tempest blows.
Every tear is v ed away,
Sighs no mo  shall heave the breast.
Night is lost in endless day—
Sorrow, in eternal rset!”
Cheerfully sings the mariner even in the
storm that is driving him to his haven. Ear-
nestly toile the traveller up the hill on whose
tog leams the light in the window of home.
A am walked the land, in promise his, as a
sojourner—stoo” up from beside his dead to
purchase a tomb—gave Lot freely the choice
of pasturage, knowing that through and be-
yond it all was a better country—a heavenly.
¢ There was his house and portion fair.

His treasure and his heart was there,
And his sbiding home.”

The |

1
!
i
i
|
i

12, take up that strain, and imply & pressing
on for life and home; and the whole argument

" of the writer of the Hebrews lies in the con-

|
|

2 Peter iii. 13. Does this refer to the

present earth, or the future habitation of the
blest?  Andif so, is there not yet in store for
Abraham’s seed and for Abraham himself, in
the resurrection, the actual possessior of that
land which he trod as a stranger, and in
which almost by sufferance his bones were
laid in & family tomb? It may beso. We
do not deny, we cannot affirm; but of this we
are sure, the Apostle’s commentary on Abra-
ham’s faith cannot ultimately refer to any-
thing short of the final and eternal inheritance
of the saints in light. Abraham and Abra-
ham’s children may look to this earth as the
scene of final triumph or not, but to the final
and blessed state of the-ransomed dead Abra-
ham certeinly did look forward, for this state
is but a pilgrimage. Lev. axv. 23; Ps. xxxix.

trast hetween this transitory sojourning state
and the permancnt abode of heaven. “ Now,
therefore, believers, behold your father Abra-
ham. In virtue of the two promises he by
faith reccived—the imputation of righteous-
ness and the hope of an enduring inheritance,
he was equipped from head to foot, furnished
at all points, for pilgrimage and warfare now,
for rest and triumph hereafter” He had his
“feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel
of peace, and for an helmet the hope of salva.-
tion.” Be ye likewise prepared. The Gospel
of peace— the Gospel which gives Feaoe, even
peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ—that blessed Gospel will prepare your
feet, as Abraham’s, for walking as strangers,
warring as soldiers, and suffering as pilgrims
here. The hope of salvation—the good hope
of everlasting life will guard and adorn your
head. Raised erect above the simoke and din
of this earthly scene, you will fix your sted-
fast and ever-brightening and kindling eye
as heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ,
on the glory to be revealed at the Lord’s sec-
ond coming, being in the meanwhile changed
into the same image, from glory to glory, even
as by the Spirit of the Lord.

A BRIEF RESUME OF THE LIFE OF
CHRIST.
IV.—THE FIRST YEAR OF CHRIST'S MINISTRY.
—LOWLINESS.

“ He shall grow up before him—a root out
of a dry ground : he hath no form nor comeli-
ness ; and when we shall see him, no beauty
that we should desire him.” So sang the
evangelical prophet of Jehovah’s servant, in
whom Israel trusted as the coming Messiah,
Thus commenced His life—obscure, humble,
for the most part despised, and therefore
easily men rejected Him.

The synoptic gospels begin the Saviour's
ministry, at Galilee (Matt. iv. 12; Mark
i. 14; Luke iv. 14). But the events of Join
i. 19; iii. 36, seem only to fit in anterior to
the Galilean ministry, at which the other
records begin. We dwell upon them briefly.
They comprise: John's testimony to the
Christ, 1. 19-34; the call of the earlier disci-
ples, vs. 35-37, 43, 44 ; with the gathering by
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those disciples of two others, vs. 3842, $5-51;
the first miracle, ii. 1-12, the Passover and

cleansing of the tewmple, vs. 13-25; the night
interview with Nicodemus, 1. Why are the !
synoptics silent ?-—es‘»ccially since they all
imply a residence elsewhere than Galilee .
(Matt. iv. 12: Mark i. 14; Lukeiv. 14). The
following suggestion may atford an answer. |
The time of sced-sowing is apparently as:
nothing in comparison with the season of in- !
gathering, and yet where would the harvest '
be were the quiet days of spring to pass un-
improved ?  Was it that the events of those
monthy were—as we suppose the earlier years !
of life to have been—the ordinary events of |
life 7 So thoroughly did the Son of man be- |
come one with us that even His Messishship |
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this period - the driving of the traders out of
the Temple.  Of this Farrar speaks -

“ We have aheady seen what vast crowids
tlocked to the Holy City at the great annual
feast, Then, ns now, that immense multitude,
composed of pilgrimy from every land, and

! proselytes of every nation, brought with them

many needs.  The traveller wha now visits
Jerusalem at Easter time will make his way
to the gates of the Church of the Sepulchre,
through & crowd of vendors of relies, souve-
nirs, and all kinds of objects, who, squatting
o the ground, fill all the vacant space before
the church and overflow into the adjoining
street. Farmore numercus and far more noi-
some must have been the buyers and sellers
who choked the avenues leading to the Tem-

was of the people; and John, true to his in- | ple, in the Passover to which Jesus now went
tent of giving the inner life of Christ, records ! among the other pilgrims; for what they had to
what outwardly has little of note. The first | gell were not only trinkets and knick-knacks,
miracle would indicate as much. Mark its ' guch as now are sold to Eastern pilgrims, but
characteristic and “its divine unselfishness. | oxen aad sheep, and doves. On both sides
His ministry is to be a ministry of joy and | of the gate Shusan, as far as Solomon’s porch,
peace ; His sanction is to be given not to a | there had long been established the shops of
crushing asceticisin, but to a genial innocence ; ' pierchants and the banks of money-changers.
His sporoval, not to a compulsory celibacy, l The latter were aimost a necessity: for,
but to a sacred union. He who, to appease | twenty days before the Passover, the priests
His own sore hunger, would not turn the  began to collect the old sacred tribute of half
stones of the wilderness into bread, gladly | a shekel, paid yearly by every Israelite,
exercises, for the sake of others, His trans- | whether rich or poor, as atunement money for
forming power; and but six or seven days | his soul, and applied to the expenses of the

afterwards, relieves the perplexity and sorrow
of & humble wedding feast by turning water
into wine. The first miracle of Moses was, in
stern retribution, to turn the river of a guilty
nation into blood ; the first of Jesus to fill the
water-jars of an innocent family with wine.”

The gathering of the first disciples, too, was
of the same ordinary character—no martial
music or recruiting service such as the more
material view of %hrist’s kingdom requires.
It “cometh not with observation”—with out-
ward show (Luke xvii. 20, 21). “Come and
see,” sald brother to brother, friend to friend.
“Follow me,” said the Christ, and the voice

was recognized (John i. 43)—the disciples !

followed.

That midnight interview with Nicodemus,
too, was very prosaic: a rich man, a ruler,
with influence yet timidity—a character
often seen—closeted almost incognito with
the young Galilean teacher, and departing
leaving scarce a trace behind.

| Tabernacle service. Now it would not be
; lawful to pay this in the coinage brought
| from all kinds of governments, sometimes
| represented by wretched counters of brass and
. copper, and always defiled with heathen sym-
i bols and heathen inscriptions. It was lawful
i to send this money to thc priests from
a distance; but every Jew who presented
i himself in the Temple preferred to pay it
'in person. He was therefore obliged to pro-
' cure the little silver coin in return for his own
| currency, and the money-changers charged
| him five per centum as the usual kolbon or
I agio.”
Had this trafficking been confined to the
‘I Temple precincts no fault would have been
 found ; but the profitable trade had evidently
i encroached upon the courts of the Gentiles,
| as the mercenary spirit constantly does, re-
| gardless of others: hence the cleansing by
i the Prophet of Nazareth.

“ Why did not this multitude of ignorant

Only one notable public act is recorded of | pilgrims resist? Why did these greedy chaffer-
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ers content themselves with dark scowls and
muttered maledictions, while they suffered
their oxen and sheep to be chased into the
strects and themseclves ejected, and their
morey flung rolling on the floor, by one who
was then young and unknown, and in the
carh of despised Galilee 2 Why, in the same
way, we might ask, did Saul sutfer Samuel to
beard him in the very presence of his army?
Why did David abjectly obey the orders of
Joab? Why did Ahab not dare to arrest Elijah
at the door of Naboth’s vineyard ? Becuuse sin
is wenkness; because there is in the world
nothing so abject as a guilty conscience, noth-
ing so invineible as the sweeping tide of a

Godlike indignation against all that is base !

and wrong. How could these paltry sacri-
ligious buyers and sellers, conseious of wrong-
doing, oppose that scathing rebuke, or face the
lightnings of those eyes that were enkindled
by an outraged holiness? When Phinehas
the priest was zealous for the Lord of Hosts,
and drove through the bodies of the prince of
Simeon and the Midianitish woman with one
glorious thrust of his indignant spear, why
did not guilty Israel avenge that splendid
murder ? Why did not every man of the tribe
of Simeon become a Goel to the dauntiess as-
sassin ?  Because Vice -annot stand for cne
moment before Virtu s uplifted arm. Base
and grovelling as they were, these money-
mongering Jews felt, in all that remnant of
their souls which was not yet eaten away by
infidelity and avarice, that the Son of man
was right.”

Yet with this public teaching there was
no straining for effect. Which thonght shall
form our closing meditation on this the lowly
year of Christ’s life. No vicissitude seemed

to move the purpose of Him whose heart, !
as an /Bolian harp, was set to the faintest !

cry of human misery.

that endued Jesus with that marvellous calm !
which carried Him on to the end. The im- |
mediate success or failure of His work ap- |

peared to make no difference in His claim for
absolute, undivided homage.
lower His standard when men left Him, nor

raise it when the full tide of popularity set :

in. Men came and went; He remained ever
the same. The honour might not be rendered
now ; it would be at last. In the days of His
lowliness He anticipated the time when men
would say. “ Lord, Lord,” and deprecated such

It was not Stoicism ;

He did not

r honour. Standing on the verge of time, with
- the eternal weight of glory within His reach,
| He stooped to wash His disciples’ feet. “Never
i dazzled by earthly splendour, He was never
i humbled by earthly lowliness.” Son of man
| and Son of God, may His spirit, life and heri-
. tage be ours; -with Him may we walk hum-
I bly, and thus securely, under 1he shadow of
| the Cross to stretch onward for the Crown.

ma—

7 CONGREGATIONALISM.

* And certainly Discipline iz notonly the removal
of disorder; but,if any visible shape can be given
to Divine things, the very visible shape and image
of Virtue, whereby she 18 not only seen in the reqular
gesiures and motwons of her heavenly paces as she
walks, but also makes the harmony of her voice
audible to mortal ears. Yea, the angels themselves,
in whom no disorder is feared, as the Apostle that
saw them in his rapture describes, are distinguished
and quaternioned into their celestial princedoms
and satrapies, according as God Himself has wri!
His imperial decrees through the great provinces of
heaven. The state also of the blessed in Paradise,
though never so perfect, is not, therefors, left with-
out Discipline, whose golden surveying-reed marks
out and measures every quarter and circuit of iNew
Jerusalem.”—MiILTON,

In the presence of the deeper controversies which
are now agitating the thought of Christendom—con-
troversies threatening the very foundations of
Christian Faith and Hope—there are some who
imagine that all questions relating to ecclesiastical
polity should be suppressed as absolutely insignfi-
cant. Even those who are not alarmed by the
tremendous perils which menace the fortunes of the
| Church, appear to suppose that the discussions con-
| cerning ecclesiastical organization, which two or three
centuries ago created such keen excitement in this
country and iun other parts of Protestant Europe, are
i quite obsolete. It is the temper of what is com-
i monly called Liberal Christianity, to regard forms of

i Church polity with indifference, and to insist with
i constant reiteration and vehewment emphasis, on the
. supreme importauce of spiritual life.
. True, the interests which should be nearast to the
| heart of every Christian man in these days are not
i those which are involved in the triumph or defeat of
| Our chief con-
| cern should be to strengthen the hearts of all who
; are loyal to the common Faith, under whatever
banner they may fight, and whatever may be their
i ecclesiastica traditions or their ecalesiastical discip-
!l line. Hooker and Cartwright, Jeremy Taylor and
; Rober! Robinson, John Calvin and John Milton, are
I all ranged in peace on the shelves of our libraries;
we love and honour them all, for we see that they

1 any system of Church government.
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all received the illumination of the same Spirit and
served the same God; their descendants should be
regarded by us with hearty affection as brethren in
Christ. But if such raen as these believed that con-
troversies concerning the external organization of the
Church are of very grave importance, it hardly be-
comes us, without due deliberation, to pronounce
these controversies trivial. Hooker may have been
wrong iu contending for Episcopacy; Calvin may
have been wrong in contending for Presbytery;
Robinson may have been wrong in contending for
Independency. In refusing to follow any one of

i
I
!

' Congregational.

|
|
|
|

them, we can appeal to the sanction of names as '

great asthe greatest names that we reject. But

were they all wrong in their common cornvietion, which |

John Milton—poet, statesman, and theologian—has
expressed, with an eloquence and vigour al his own,
in the passage a- the head of this paper, that the
Discipline of the Church, the type of its organization,
is most intimately related to its very life, and that
for the perfection of spiritual vigour, freedom, and
purity, there iz necessary the perfection of ecclesiae-
tical polity 2 It is possible, of course, that those who
differed so widely from each other were all wrong,
not only in the points about which they differed, but
in that common conviction which, to themselves,
made their differences so significant. They may have
been mistaken—some of them must have been mis-
taken—in the particular theories for which they con-
tended so earnestly; bv’ I cannot easily persuade
myself that the question itsolf on which they ex-
hansted such treasures of learning and genius can be
unimportant.

It is impossible to draw a sbarp line between tle
polity of the Church and its theology, or between its
theology and its spiritaal life. In the very ground-
plan of the nable church buildings with which the
architects of the Midd'e Ages coverad a great part of
Europe, they acknowledged the Cross of the Lord
Jesus Christ as the foundation of Christian hope.
The architecture of ecclesiastical systems bears still
more distinet and emphatic testimony to the theo-
logical creed of their builders. In determining the
form of orgaunization which a Church should assume,
it is necessary to discuss some of the deepest ques-
tions concerning the relations of man to God, and the
character and effect of the redemptive work of ihe
Lord Jesus Christ. Congregationalisua has its roots
in a definite theologica: Faith.

It is, I konow, sometimes said that as Congrega-
tionalism is only & system of Church government,
Congregsationalists might drift into Socinianism, or
might accept all the doctrical definitions of the
Council of Trent. Of course, there is no Jextsrnal
power—synod, assembly, or episcopate—whish can
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Congregational Church ; but if any Churoh received
Socinian or Tridentine doctrine, it would cease to be
It would ceass to be Congrega-
tional, not merely because for three centuries Congre-

' gationalism has been historically identified with

Evangelical theology, but because, with the reject:on
of that theology, the theory of the Congregational
polity wonld be rejected too.

It is of the essence of Congregationalism to affirm
the existence of a transcendent distinction between
the Church and the World. Historically, as is well
~..~wn, Congregationalists founded what were called
‘‘ geparate Churches,” for the express purpose of
vindicating this distinction. The parish, in their
judgment, does not constitute a true Churoh, for many
of the parishioners may be destitute of the superna-
tural life. Baptised persons do not constitute a true
Church merely in virtue of their baptism, because
the founders of English Congregationalism: did not
believe that all baptised persons are regenerate.
They denied that the children of those who are in
the Church have an hereditary cleim to Church
membership, because they did not acknowledge that
natural descent conveys the inspiration of the Holy
Ghost. * Separate Churches™ were created because,
according to the faith of the early English Congrega-
tionalists, the divine life is not conferred upon all
men, nor upon al. who receive Christian baptism,
nor upon all the childron of Christian parents, but
only apon those who by their own consent are made
one with Christ.

This, it may be said, is an historical accident, and
the Congregational polity would be preserved if sonie
other condition of membership were adopteC than
the declaration of personal religious faith. But the
objection cannot be sustained in the presence of the
power and prerogatives which, aceording to ihe Con-
gregational scheme of Government, belong to every
separate Church and to all the members of every
Charch. OQur polity is incapable of defence, except
on the hypothesis that those who constitute the
Church ars regenerate persons, and are under the
supernatural control of Christ and ithe Spirit of
Christ.

I was discussing ecclesiastical questions with a
very able and distinguished Broad Churchman. We
were walking together from the head of Ulleswater
up towards Grisedale Tarn, and he asked me, with
an expression of astonishment and ineredulity,
whether I really thought that if the shepherds of
Patterdale—a dozen or a score of them—determined
to constitate themselves a Corgregatioral Chureh, it
was possible for such a Church to fulfil the purposes
for which Chiurches exist. In the towns, he thought

! that Congregationalism might work very well; but

restrain or control the theological development of a | be could not see how it was possible for it to work im
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distriets where the population s very seattered, and,
fur the most part, very uncultivated.  As a Congre-
gationalist, T was quite free to reply that it might be
expedient for the shepherds of Patterdale not to
«rgapize o scparate Chureh for thewselves, bat
to nclude in their orgumzation all the Chnstian
people living round Ulleswater who could eonveni-
ently meet tegether-——uot necessarily every Suuday
~~for purposes of Christian vorship and communion.

But the question sdmitted of no resl answer, except

on the ground of the supernatural gualities and
endowments which are attributed in the New Testa-
ment to regenerate men. Igoore all that is involved
in regeneration, refuse to rcknowledge that wherever
two or three are gathered together in the name of
Christ, Christ Himself is present, and then nothing
can be mere inexpedient than to invest a dozen or &
score of illiterate persons with the administration of
the affairs of a Church. The most ordinary sagacity
would suggest the necessity of some external control.
1t would be expedient that their minisier should be
appointed for them by a bishop, a conferencs, cr a
synod, or that at least some external ecclesiastical
autherity should be able to prevent them from mak-
ing a foolish choice. A tribunal onght to exist for the
ultimate deeision of practical questions of Church
administration—a tribuncl where & keener sagacity
and a calmer judgment might be fourd than would

be likely to exist among a few shepherds, whaiever |
might be the uprightness and excellence of their |
- other Churches, or from Christia: men whoe may not

character. It would be impossible—so it might be
argued, for such a Church—f cut off from comwuni-

cation with Christian men having larger intellectual |

resources, to maintain to any good purposs the
iustitutions of worship.

To these objections to Congregationsalism there is,
g0 far a8 I can see, but one answer: Our system of
government is the expression of our faith, that those
who believe in Christ and enter His Church have
received the very life of God, pessess the direct
illum nation ef the Holy Ghost and have the special
and :upernatural presence and help of the Lord
Jesus Christ whenever they meet together i His
name.
would otherwise be an irrational and monstrous form
of polity.  We believe that the presence of Christ ig
assured, not to & large number of persons gathersd to-
gether in His name, but evento* two or three.” Ii1s
not vecessary that they should have smoeng them men
of ureat natural sagacity or of kigh intellectusl culture ;
it is encugh if, when they weet, they really meet in
Christ’s name—but  no man can say that Jesus is
ti:e Lord but by the Holy Ghost.” When Christ was
v.oibly present with the fishermen of Galilee, it was
vary unnpecessary tuat they should submii to the
eoaudt of the ecelesiastical ralers at Jerusalews. Or,

. the ather, are pot merely formal
" indissolubly associated with a charactenstic theolegy.

This is the ultimate vindicaiion of what .
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to take a fairer illustration, when Christ was present
with & ecore of obsenre disciples tn o Gaiileau vulage,
there was ro need of appealing to Peter, James, and
Jubn, who might have happeoed to e prenciung in
Capernauny.  And Christ's presence with the shep-
herds of Patterdale would be suflicient reply to all
who challenged their competency te dischargs the
functious of Chureh government

The differences between Congregationalism on the
one hand, and all modifications of the piscopalian
or Presbyterian system of Church organizat:on on
Uur polity is

We decline to surrender the independance of separate
cougregations to a bishop, a synod, or a general
assembly ; it is enough that in the obscurest aad

~ smallest of Chinrchiss we have Christ with us; it is

euough that all the true wmembers of such a Church
have been made partakers of the Diviue nature, and
received the inspiration of the Holy Ghost. What
they bind on earth is bouad in heaven; what they
loose on earth is looged in hesven. For a Church
to declare its incompeteney to determine il form of
its worship, to terminate disputes amony its mem-
bers, or to make & wise appointment to the minisiry,
is to renouuce its faith in the mystery and the
blessedness of that most intimate usiow with Christ

" whichi is reslised in the communion of saints.

it does not follow that a Churel should refuse to
avail itgelf of the counsel which it way derive frcm

be among its own members. The light that God
gives both to individuals and or mmunities comes to
them in many ways. It comes through the autheri-

" tative teaching of apostles preserved in the New

Testament. It ecmes through the illustration of the
laws and prineiples of the kingdom of beaven con-
tained in the history of the Cuurch. It comes
through the counasels of those who have bad a large
experienee of human life, and have long dwelt in the
presence of God. For a Chureh {o asail itsclf of all
the assistance it can obtain in srriving at a right
decision on questions which may perplexit, is an
obvions duty. It should receive tbe teaching of
Christ, from whatever quarter that teaching may
come. But fora Chureh to declare that it cannot
rel7 on the certainty of receiviug the light of Gad,
and to remit the uitimate government of ite afluirg

" to an external authority, is an set which correspends

very closely to the blind surrender of our individaal
iife to the contrel of a priest.

The temper of our times is hostile to the theology
which constitutes the basis and justification of Cou-
gregationalism. There is a deep reluctance, even in
the hearts of Christian meu. steadily to confront the
stercer aspects of the moral and spiritual ecendition of
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OUr race.
Lshed on earth into which all may enter, we main-
win wost earnestly ; but we shrink from the conside-

to enter into it.
inexorable facts.
reject Him. Some are forgiven, but others remain
under condemnuation.
are lost,

We ars unwilling to confront

Vo try to forget this.

cur Lord: ** Except a man be born again, he cannot

That there is a kingdom of Heaven estab-
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There 15 no need to be ashamed of it.  Other names
miight have been chosen, more museal, more pietor-

© esque, more attractive ; but—
ration of the guilt and perdition of those who refuse |

Some receive Christ, but others

Some are saved, but others .
Ta the name of .
Charity, we pass very lightly over the very words of |

see the kingdom of God;” * He that believeth on -

Him is not condemned; but he that believeth ot is
condemned slready, becanse he hath not believed in
the name of the only begotten Son of God."

There is also a great reluctance to believe in the
existence of any sapernatural relations between God
and mas. Wehave imprisoned God Himself withir
a vest and immovable system of natural laws. To
many of us He haa alniost ceased to be a Person, and
bscome a mere Force, whose movements may be
gzade the subjest of definite and infallible calcula-
tloz_l. He has no history, but only a complicated
serieg of necessary developmerts. About His free
and persanal relations to the human soul, the reslity
of Divine inspiration, His immediate action on the
fnoral and spiritual pature of man, we are very
incredulous. Msn pray, not because they heartily
believe that Gcd will answer them, and that His
volitions will be affected by their prayers, but to
secure for themselves the reflex influence of acwe of
devotion,

I value the Congregational polity, because it is a

strong and perpetual testimony against the effemi-

pste and unspiritual {emper of vur age.
establish a ‘ separate  Church, we declare frankly,

When We | ymong us does not appear to me to be of this charac-

and io the most nunequivocal manver, that thereis s .

distinetion of infinite gravity between the regenerate
and the unregenserate.
Church—however amall may be the pumber of its
members, and howsver destitute it may be of all

When we claia for such & .

those elemenis of power which command the con-
fidence and consideration of the wurld—absolate

ecclesisstical indepsndence, we express our confi-
dence in the iilumination of the Holy Ghost granted
t¢ all the regenerate, and in the supernatural pre-
sence of Christ among “two or three " galhered
together in Ris name.

All discussious on ecelesiastizal polity in these
pages will be governad by these great priseiples.” It
will be the constant endeavour of The Congregation-
alist to develop & heartier and more intelligent faith
in them among Congregationalists themselves. The
name of this Magazine fairly cxpresses its purpose,

* We sdopt this resolve as onr own in the Editorship of
the Canapiax Ixpeerypzxy —E: C. L

»Doth not the ear try words 7' --thal inward ear
That wiih a polden senre ig sutisfied,
When the smooth vocable, sought far and wude.
Is sougbt in vain for it ? I words are dear
For what they represent, not what they are ;—
if by some other name the garden's pride
Would smeil as sweet, if dewdrop, oraf star,
As pearly show, as beautiful appear ; -
Then, ventles all, let what is brought you here
Qut of (yod's treasury, both old and new,
Please you &s truth ebounld please. howe’er 1y name,
Uprythmic, seem with rythmice truth to jar:
So neither book nor reader shall have blame,
Or true work {ail of recompense as true.””
R. W. Dark, in Congregationalist, 1872.

THE WEAKNESS OF INDEPENDENCY.

{From a Paper read by Rev. George M‘Hardy, M. A.,
at a Conference of Ministers and Deacons of the Edin-
burgh District, Edinburgh, Tueadsy, 17th Qctober,
1881.3

The ungracious task is allotted to me of speaking on
the weakness of Independency. But it seems to bea
peculiar foible of modetss Independents to criticise
their own deficiencies. Christian honesty demands,
however, that we should look at both sides of our
position. It is always a servic- .endered to truth
when the defects of any system are clearly pointed
out, and when some means are suggesied as to the pos-
sibility of overcoming them ; and especially when this
is done with a wise copsideration of the interests at
stake, and with an intelligent grasp of the varied ele-
ments and fa-ts which the case involves. I am bound
to say that much of the self-criticism which prevails

ter. I have listened occasionally to speeches, even
froms the platform of cur Union Meetings, enlarging
on the wesknesses of Independency, but i such a loose,
superficial, and inconsiderate way as certainly to con-
vince me of the weakness of some Independents, and
of the strength of Independency itaelf that it could
survive such folly.

That there are elements of weakness in the : e of
things among us, it would be contrary to our interest
either to conceal or deny. It is open to uestion,
however, whether these elements of weakness gre in-
herent in Independency itself, or whether they are not
rather due to the imperfections and mistakes of the
men by whom it is worked. The iatter alternative, I
think, comes nearer to the truth. It is not too much
to say that se have not yet exhausied the resources of
our system.  There are wodes of vperation which we
have never vet adopred, but for which the elasticity of
our polity affards ample scope. The objection is fre-

* The Scnnet is by the Rev. William Thorp. formerly of
Shrewsburs.
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quently raised agaimst Independency that it does not
provide for this or the other omergency of Chucch
hfe or action.  Wemight as reasonabiy raise an objec-
tion against the British Constitution on the ground

that it does not specinlly provide for this or the other !

form of Parlinmentary obstruction.  The spectl pro-
viston may not actually exist, but the British Consti-
tution 18 dastic enough to admit and emorace within
itself any such arrangements as changing circumstances
That 18 one of its peculiar exceliences.
1t has sufficient

WAy require,
So is it alzo with Indgpendency.

times may call for.  Great stress must be laid on this
conmideration  If it were kept more in view, there
would be loss grunbling agaiust the system itself,
The eystem itself is expansive ; and the fault lies not
so much 1n it, as in our want of wisdom zud eater-

the varying contingenciea of our position render ex-
pedicnt.  Who can prove that Independency is inca-
pable of embodying any arrangements which are really
essential to the true work of the Church of Chriar?

As matters at present stand, however, there are
sume elements of weakness.

1. These are partly due, in the first place, to the
accidents of our position.
are acattered, and our members limited. This of
itself has a depressing effect. It lays a weight on
the apirits and energies of thoss who adhere to our
polity. The enfurced isolation it entails deprives
both pastor and people of the inspiration and stimulus
to be derived from frequent associstion with others
of similar principles. And not only so, but the
smallness of many of our congregations limits the
development of preaching power. There is a large
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" border or into a more popular communion,
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ulus of numbers does both repress and dispirit a large
section of our ministers, with the resalt that they
either fall into & somowhat monotonous, though con-
scientious, routine in themr work, or seck the excite-
ment they need by taking # desperate leap across the
That 18

“simply an incidental disadvantage, not the effect of

any fault in our ecclesinstical system.  And it 18 im-
portant that that should be understood more clearly

. for if 1t were, many unraasonable murmurings of dis-
. content would be silenced.

elasticity m it to adopt and embody such provisions
and modes of procedure as the requirements of the

Cditionad methuds of action,
~ selves to blame.

2. Then, sccondly, some of the clements of weak-
ness in the existing state of things are due to our tra-
Here again we have our-
We have clung too long to many of

~ the old arrangements, and have not taken suflicient

advantage of the freedom our polity affords to adopt

. provisions and safeguards more suited to the times.
prise in introducing into it the meditieations which °

It is to be feared that our oid, mode of admitting
members, when too strictly adhered to, has acted
injuriously in limiting our numbers. Our old methods
for combined action and for carrying on denomina-
tional work are also in many respects out of date
and unfavourable to our progress. Yet now at last s
movement is discernible, and the changes which are

i gradually taking place among us give hope for the

In Scotland our churches :

amount of truth in the common saying, hat the

audience makes the vrator.

It is only a very few of

our ministers in the chief towns who can have the gift :
" tal difficulties—that our enjoyment of liberty has

of vigorous, rscy, popular speech drawn out and culti-
vated by the stirring intluence of a large audience ;

and without such a gift we cannot make the impres- ;

sion we should wish on a lively age like the present.

life.

Qur vouny pastors, settling down to preach, as so .

many of them have to do, to & congregation of a hun-
dred or two hundred people thinly scattered among
the pews, fall intu a calm, sound, and solid style of
preaching. which, while really excellent for the edifi-
cation of those in attendance, la~'
power Decessary tu secure an inorease «. niuabers.
This feature of style, which becomes confirme . in the
great majority of our ministers, I have rcjeatedly
heard mentioned by friends of other den: ..unations a8
a manifest hindrance to our numer’. . success : and it
is in great part due, I believe. t» the circumstance
which 1 have indicated. Indeed. the want of the stim-

‘ho attractive -

future.

3. But in the third place, some of our elements of
weakness are due to certain infirmities of denominaiional
temper. One of these infirmities has been a dogged
resistance to anything like organization. Of couarse I
am free to express my conviction without *he suspicion
of reflecting on any who may differ from me ; but I
have a decided belief that we have seriously suffered
from not organizing sooner and organizing more. I
think that we might have better methods of combined
action than we have hitherto possessed, and that too
in perfect consistency with our independent principles.
But it 8o happens—and that is just one of our inciden-

fostared amonyg us & dread or impsatience of anything
appreaching to an organized form of denominational
The only way of meeting such a difficulty i by
a wise, brotherly discussion of the proposals in this
direction which from time to time may be made.
Another infirmity of denominational temper, closcly
akin to the one just reierred to, is a tendency to ex-
cessive individualism. This is somzetimes seen in the
case of ministers who voluntarily isclate themselves
and their work, and take a somewhat exclusive stand
apart fromw their brethren. But such an attitude is

‘ neither sound Independency nor svuand Christianity.

It ie the bounden duty of an Independent, ae it is the
bounden duty of a Christian, to find &8 much common
ground as he can for mutual sympathy and united
action with those who maintain the same principles as
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himself, and who are contending for the fath under -

the same banner.

Then there id the excessivo individualism of churches
—an individualism which occasmonally shows iteelf in
wilful choiee of unrecognised and unaceredited men for
the pastorate. It is one of our advantages that we
cant avail ourselves of the services of men whose
natural gifts and force of spintual character qualify
them for pastoral work, even «lthough they have not
undergone a complete academical traning.  And we
have often derived great benefit from the labours of
such men when they have been accepted by churches
on the ground that they have already given proof of
their worth in less prominent forms of Christian usc-
fulness, and when they have been rehably recom-
mended as having done so.
thing from the rashness of some churches in calling

1

In n stately country house, senrcely an hour's wulk

“ from the goodly city of C-- — —, there were brilluant

~and triuls; that it is not what it seems

But that is a different -

men who are not known, and in regard to whom thero :

18 no guarantee of fitness for the pulpit beyond the |

power to preach a few racy discourses calculated to |

produce a temporsry impression.

Considerable in- -

jury has been done by this evil in the past, yet thero .
are signs apparent tlat it is to some extent being -

checked. The reeults of furmer mistakes have rendered
our churches on the whole more cautious. The wise
action of the Committee of the Union in making their
grants of money conditional on the choice of the
churches receiving aid of men whose character and
fitness are reasonably accredited—a course which is not

" to the fair ereature at his side.

unly legitimate within the lines of Independency, Lut
is even obligatory if the rights of those who contribute
the money are to be consulted—this wise action of the |
by heavy bracelets of gold. She was the only,
' the idolized child of the banker in C .

Committee is telling to a very encouraging degree.
Our best safeguard is to sustain the Committee in their
procedure, and to do our part in spreading a healthy
denominational opinion on this point.

T have thus endeavoured as cursorily as possible to |
' wine. Howard wasinterrupted in the middle of one of
" his best speechies, as the sbony-faced attendant stopped
: before him ; but he helped his fair companion bounti-

introduce the subject of our conversation this evening.
T have a great love for the principles of Independency :
and I have a firin assurance that if we can only take
advantage of the expansiveness of these principles,

and apply them energetically to the varying require-

ments of Christian life and work, we shall make our
power more widely lelt, and play a still larger part in
advancing the canse of Christ in our land.

THREE SCENES.

BY MISS C. W. BARBER.

SCENE THE FIRST.

It was & balmy night in June. The stars were out
in the deep azure above, shedding over the wide,
green earth quiet beauty, and the streets, it town
and country, were filled with loiterers, who, won by
the beauty of the night, had com: out from hot offices
and pent-up workshops to epjoy the hour.

eyen, flashing nnrrors, rose: vreathed vases. and o
party of yvouug and happy revellers.  Youuy guls,
clad in white, with artificial Howers twined atong
their braided howr, or sunny curls stayed here and
there, leamog upon the arme of ther gallants, or
chutting mernly upon the sofss and cushioned chairs,
which were strewed plentifully through the rooms.

It was one of those weenes wineh mak @ the younyg
forget, for n brief tiwe at lenst, that earth bas carcs
-the residence
of truthful aud Lappy hearts. Bemde v centre table
two persons stood leaning gracefully over the leaves
of & richly-bound albmw, adnurng the engravisgs
and sentiments twhich they found there. Howwrd
Greenleaf end Edith Hastings were pronvnpeed, byail,
the stars of the evening. There was gomething that
proclaimed him to be *“‘one of nature’s nobility.”
Hiws hair was very black, and curled over a lagh,
white forebead ; his eycs were lit up by the fires of
genius; his voice dceep-toned, yet musical, as he
turned every now and then, with an admiring glzance,
Edith was exactly the
reverse of her companion, and yet none couid have
said that she was less beautiful. Her curls were
light, almost flaxen, in their hus; her complexion was
clear, even to transparency; and her large]blue eyes,
and sweet, rosebud-like mouth, formed a face as
innocent and pure in its expression as that of a little
child. She was clad in & robe of musiin not more
suowy than the rounded arms, which were ornamented

A servant came in, bearing a waiter, upon which
were refreshments. Among the stately pyramids of
cake flashed several glasses, filled to the brim with

fuily to the tempting things before them, and then, as
a crowning act to his politeness, he took two spark-
ling glasses from the waiter, one of which he gave
into the hand of his lovely companion. Both guaffed

- off the ruby tide without the shadow of & fear.

SCENE THE SECGND.

Thera was a wretched pallet of straw in the corner
of & celiar in one of the most loathsome streets of the
city. One old tin lamp, covered with lint ard grease,
stood on a rude pine table in the middle of the room,
shedding a ghastiy bine light over the scere, and
“making the darkuess wore visible.” Ugpon the
pallet of straw there was & dying 1man, and beside 1t
stood a child with flaxen hair and mild bluc eyes.
He was the exact portrait of Edith Hastings. Tue
dying wretch was Howard Greeuleat: that child was
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all that was left him by the brokeu-hesrted ereature
whom he ealled his wife—all that was left of the
beantiful and acenmplished Edith.  She has been for
months in her grave, * where the weary are at yest.”

it was terribie te look upon the auflerer—terrible,
for consciener was at work, and the contertions of
Lis face were visible to the boy in the faint light of
the lamp, as he stood with compressed lips and list-
ened to his incoherent murmurings. Onee only »
gleam of reason shot through his eyes: then, reaching
up hig clammy hands, he grasped the white tingers
of the child, and sa:id, as if to bhimself: “ He is like
hss wother; like her, as she stood beside me at the
table and quaffed the fatal poison from the cup I gave
her. That very night she became my aflianced bride ;
that very night there were intsrwoven about her
young and innocent heart those cords which dragged
ber down to misery and woe. I wedded her; I
squandered her wealth, and abused her until her
heart was broken. I did; no, pot I, the poisonous
wine-cup did it all. By natu. > I was noble and
good; kind even to a fault; and gifted as the wise
men of the earth.

' Forawear the bowl;
For one rash moment sends you to the shades,
Or shatters every hopaful scheme in life,

And gives to horror all your days to come.

SCENE THE THIRD.

LR}

The wind whistled through the streets, carrying
with it wreathsof snow, aud biting the cheeks of even
the fur-clad, until they grew chill and numb in its
icy breath.

The weaithy stayed in iheir comfortable palaces,
and shut carefully every door and window, to exclude
the piercing wind. The man of business hurried
over the ringing pavements, as if anxious to reach
the shelter of a comfortakle heme.

Ou the marble stoae of a stately rasidence s poor
beggar boy sunk down, overcome with cold and faitgue.
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Before morning, the hoggar boy iay upon the marble
steps. as shite, asnd enld, and senseless as they., Lafe
bad fled, and these 7y hifted tho stitfened corpse
froin the eteps of * the yentlemun's™ dour, wondere:l
over the exqusitely chiselled featnres, wasted us they
wore by misery. Hasatings Howard, Edith's beautiful
and only child, slept then “the sleap that knows no
dreaming.”

THE ILTLD ROSES.

“1rans 1a vie, gards-tos do rien diforer.”
{In ife heware of delaying sught )
I walked in the joyous morning,
ks morning of June and hie,
Ere the birds had ceased to warble
Their sweetest of love and strife.

{ walked alone in the morning,
And who so giad a8 I,

When 1 saw the pale wild roses
Hang from the branch on high*

Fairer than stars wore the roses,
Faint was the fragrance and rare;
Not any flower in the garden
Could with $hose roses compars.

Rat the aay was all before me,
The tamult of youth's delight ;

Why bear a burden of roses
Before the ealt of night *

Let them stay s while to gladden
The air, axd the earth below,

With tender beauty and sweetness
They cannot choose but bestow.

So I kissed the roses, and lightly
I breathad of their breath divine;
It is time when I come back, I ssid,
To make ths ewset roses mine.

I wentin the gladsome morning—
I gaid, we part for an heur;

The branch of wild roses trembled,
The dew was on every fower.

His cheeks were suckea, and upon the long silken !

lashes that veiled his blue eves there wers two frozen |

tesr-drcps. As he glanced up to the warm erimson-
curiained windows above him, something like a groan
cams t «h his blue and quiverieg lips. From
that v.  .nansion his mother went forth a young,
beautifu. and ricbly dowered bride ; but the child
knew it not. His recollcetion was misery and woe:
be only knew that he was a drunkard’s child!

Ag he sat there with hie stiffening hands clasped -

over uis naked bosom, he slept, and dreamed that the

{ack, sullen clouds parted above, and an angel face
looked brightly and smmilingly forth, and beckoned
bhim away.
wings, whiter even tuan ths f{alling spow-flskes
benenth them, and then he knew that it was his
mother heckoning him to the land of rest.

He caughi the glitter of the silvery

I returned in the joyless evening:
I yearned with passion then
For the pale and peerless rosss
I never should see again.

For another had iaken delight
In colour and perfume rare,
And another hand had gathered
My roses beyoud compare.

I may wander east, may wander wast,
Wherever the sun doth shine;

I shall never find the wild roses—
The roses I thought were mine.

~—&zabeth Do Cross { Mrs. E. D, Bullocé ),

To suppose that thers is any way of preaching tha
- Cross so as not to offend the world is to know notbing

¢ cf the subjeet.
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(Y)ission INotes.

Tur Rev. Gritith John, whoss address on Missions
wis one of the {eatures of the graat Manchester Jubi-
leo ave hus departure for China, has written a letter
to the English brethren in which he says, regarding

_months, reached the king's kraal
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ing its way inte Zudaland. A Mre. Richards, on bebslf
of that board, has visdesd Umzila, and after a Journey
which, with conseguent sickness, ovceupisd four
We nxtract the

" following account of the interview 1w, the Mission-

bis visit as a misstonary to the churches which unite
in sending mussionaries forth : ¢ Were mstters 8s they

ought ta be, the missionary wounld go among the
churches in order io get inspiration, and return to
his work atrengthened in soul, The reverse, how-
ever, ir the ease. He i3 1nvited to go aud deliver a

missionary sermon or address, because ‘wmy people !
" snd is genuinely pleasant.
[spara in flesh, yet he i well proportioned, and

want io be stirred,’ or becanse ‘ the missionary spirit
of 1y ehurch is so low,” or because *we are not doing
as much a8 we used fo do for Forsign Missions.”” Iu
other words, missionarics on their return from thewr
practically solitary struggle with heathenism to their
hrethren.instead of finding an inspiriting atmosphers,
are ealied upon to fan religious stupor, and, with the
burden of heathenism upon their heart, to put forth
t'ieir wearied energy in srousing zn interesi whers
enthusiastic life the rather should be found. Upen
the whole, we are the more disposed to pity the
churches than the missiorary. Toa benevolent nature
ths presence of need is & constant stimulus to action,
and sction which is & result of life is also its greatest
pieasure aud atrength. The heroio soul somehow
pines sway in inglorious leisure, and revels in the
struggle which calla forth its seli-denying virtues.
Such a soul dwells in Griffith John, and whilst our
heart goes forth in sympathetic admiration towards
his talenis, work and apirit, we confess we have na
commiserstion {o expend upon him, of whom we may
args upon Christian sluggards, ** whose faith follow."
But his imyplied charge against the home ehurches
has its stern and faithfnl lessons. The functions of
churckes as centres of missionary power is in many
cases, the most perhaps, not altogether ignored, but
placed in the background. We do need educating
in the first priociples of the doctrine of Christ, and
to read more con lantly the great charter of our
rights and functions. Go, the command ; feack, the

! ope

|

function ; every creature, the extent of its exercise; |

and, lo I am with you, the privilege and reward ; nor

ean that privilege and reward be expected or claimed

where the command is unheeded and due prepara- ' hurry, and sent a boy to bring & ‘ good-bye’ tusk,

tion for the function not sought. And just now, as

our Dominion is beating with the pulses of a future

national life which the great lone land of the North-
West, soon 1o be lone no longer, is ereating, let us not
forget the populations that are, and the work that
calle for present energy, in our homes, at our doors,

" as if we had all been Christians.

ary Herald —
INTERVIEWS WITH THE KING.

1 found ihe king sitting nnder 8 large tree, and
of his Indun : with Lim. 1 spread a fine
blue blsnket for him to sit on, but e made me
sit on it, saying the ‘ground was sceustomed ' to
Umazila is the hnest-lookwug black man |
His face is full of intelligence,
He is tall, somewhat

him.
have ever seen.

might be called a bandscie gentlewan in any
eountry, if gentlemen sver are handsome. I told him
my whole story at ance,—who sent me, what for, and
what [ expeoted him to do. He listensd very atten-
tively, aud et the close said be would sall Magajou,
his chief Induca, and, baviog talked with biw, in &
few days he would return me su snswer. Ths next
dayit rained bard ali day, and for two days moare the
watsr earus go fast that we wers nearly swept out of
our tent: the rasiny sesson had commenced in
earnest. However, the rain did not deter Umzila
from remembering us, for sbout ten in the morning
he sent down four fine bullocks, telling us to shoot
one immedistely fer food. I chose the finest, of
course, and we had plenty of food that day. The
next morning he sent two tusks of ivory to ..y ‘good
morning’ with; cne weighed twenty pounds and the
other six pounds. The weather did not clear till
Satarday, and he sent word he would ses me that
day ; but he did not come, and I sent word that I
would not see him the next day (Sunday). So our
final meeting was held on Monday morning, the 17th
of October. The result is that the king sends greet-
ing to Dr. Moans snd the people of America, and
invites five missionaries and their families to come
at onece, or 88 soon a8 convenient, into his kingdom,
and begin missiop work Magnjou, chief Induua,
insists on our teaching bim to make powder; but
this is » side matler, sud can be ensily managed.

' The king did not urge this point, though doubtless it

would please him much. Ths king secmed in a great

weighing forty pounds, which he gave me, and we
shook hands and had our good-bye in &s good faith
I was so reduced

by sicknese that I could not look about for a statin.

" There are exceilent places for a mission almost any-

abread, wherever the eye rests, or attention is ealled.

TrE American Board of Foreign Missions is push- :
1

where,—wood, water, and people being in fair
abundance.”
Crmixa is gradually breaking down its wall and
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opentng itrelf to Western ways., We note the follow -
ing from Dr. Porter at Shautary, on the Yellow River,
dated lame September: 1 met a Little steam-tug,
which had towed two barges with telograph waires tor
the submarine eable for crossing the Yellow Raver,
This was the first steambont on the Grand Canal.
Howent witheut diflicnlty on the summer’s high water
to Swmehing-cho, the point where the eanal veally
begina. 1 learn to-day that the southern half of the
telegraph hine w completed. The norvthiern half still
watts cotupletion.  There ave only four stations be-
tween Shanghai and Tiontain, A proclamation says
1 as for officinl use only,
until they get familiar with at.
no station, and we shall not be alde to use the ling
tor some years 1 suppose, although it is 8o near aa.”
As the Zulu elnef desives the secret of ** powder " from
the missionary, and invites the Gospel with a sido
glance ta the beuetits brought, we are not hastily to
conclude that steam and teloegraph are signs that
Obina is won. The following will make manifest
how much has yet to he overcome from the prejudioos
of the people, at which we need feel no surprise if wo
only remember the strength and (olly of our own :

i

|
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tman f they were hypoerttes or not. A summing that
all who entered the churelt were men of churacter,

- he msied that 1f they did not re ister they were

presumptively bad.  He ordered that all constabl x,
villnge elders, nud neighbours should spy out and 1o
port the naies and numbers of Chrstians, and

~threatened severe puninhient of nny seeretly refused

The consternntion of all the villages
Chureh 1embers
To sdd to

to register,
the Te-chio district was
flocked to me to report and ask adviee.

geat.

D our dismay, an expelled eburch member at T oli, o

The people ennnot use it -
At Te-cho there is .

woman of 1l repiite, out of anger and jenlousy, he-
cause of a family brawl, threw a lot of gunpowder
into the chapel, or rather house, the @it to the

- chureh, which blew down a partition, and set the

“ It bas come our turn at last after lopg prosperity ;
to feel a touch of official interlerence in our work,

and of official persecution. You recall the widow
Wu at Ti-chi, and her gift of hcouee and land for a
chapel.
the Te-cho mandarin was annoyed at learning that
we were building. He ingnired of all his constables
whers land had been zold to foreigners. He then
arrested the Ti-chi constable for not reporting
the ease of Mrs. WVu. To ward off difficulty 1 went
to the city, called upon the msandarin, was politely
received. and was promised that if the woman gave
the house willingly he wounid stamp the deeds. 1
left a native writer, Teacher I.n, to wait for the
deeds.
keep on file, which of course seewed a proper thing.

foreced him to rewrite the deed, expunging sll the
important sentences, and changing entirely the char-

On my sarrival in September 1 learned that :

The officials wanted a copy of the deed to :

house on tire. It was saved from destraction by the
neighbours. Twa dnys later the old mandarin heard
of it, and thinking it & chance to implieate the native
Christinns, arrested the constable agnia, nnd had Lin
horribly beatsn, ostensibly for not reporting the fire,
really with hope of injuring the chureh.”™ Ur. Porter
hias already made such repressntations in this case
boih to Chinese and Ameorican officisls, that he hopes
redress will be obtained, and that no barrier will
long be put in the way of any who wish tc seek
Christian iostraction.

Tre following is an imperinl decree from Cbiaa,
dated July last:—* For several days past a comet
has been visible in the Northwest, whish we rever-
ently take to be a warning indieation from heaven.
and accept with feelings of the deepest and most re-
spectful awe. At the present time there are diffi-
culties of many kinds to contend against, and the
people are not at ease. It only remains for ourselves
and our ministers mutually tc aid each other in the
maintenance of an attitude of reverentisl watchful-
ness, cultivating a spirit of virtue, and examining our
shortcomiugs in the bope of invoking blessings and
harmonious influences from heaven, and securiug

{ comfort to the black-haired race. Do all ye ministers
I was somewhat annoyed to find the next week that -
the official bad hoodwinked the Lelper, or perhaps

acter of the gift. Thus, the words: * Believe in the .

doctrine of Jesus,” was changed to * Believer in
doctrine.” Again, ‘Gives fir preaching chapel and

a government free sch-.0ol.” This changed document

at our court, then. each and all strive to be diligent
in the ezercise of your respective functions, and with
all your might put away from you the habits of per-
tunctoriness so long indul~ed in, assisting us with
true sincerity of heart, and uaiting in a common
etfurt to rescue your country from her dificulties.”

- : The deeree still further urges reformations, that
church school-room.” w as changed to read, ‘ gives for

he consented to put on file, but at last failed to :

stamp it. fn the meantime he had stirred up the
geniry to refrse to make apy sale of goods to us, and
we had to give up some bargains we hiad made, the
persons being scared out of them. Then the man-
darin issued ar order, a copy of which I have,
demanding toat all Christians be registered to escer-

" of Scotland, a visit he has made to Indis.

“ heaven " may prove propitious. The Chinese idea
seems to be not so much to eppeal to a personal gad
for protection as to escape the ~ Tuences which
destroy the * good luck.”

Tae following note, alsc from the Herald, has its
own interest:—** A CrRisTIaN Rasan.—Rev. David
Youny is reporting & -eries of ccmmunications to the
Missicnary Record of «..> United Presbyterian Chuarch
Among
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tha notable perrons he met was o Rajah, or native |
ohnef, near Todgurh, of whom he gives the following
wteresting acoonnt: * Rajah Rao s the chiel of three
triben of Rawats, a olan inhabiting Mairwara, but .
distinet from the Mairs. Ho lives on hia heraditary
farin, at a distance of fourteen 1ules from Todgurh.
Fifteon yoars ago, when he wan fifty two years of
agro, he had only heard of the nams of Christ, but had
never couversed with wny Christian teacher. (ne
night, while lying on his bed awake, as he solemnly .
avers —-and he is & 8ane and sober-mminded man—he
had a vision of the Savieur, who directed him to go to
Ajmere, where he would find instruction. e went; |
iuquired for a Christian guru (toacher); was directed %
to Mr. Robson; was sent to Mr. Bobb, in Ing own i
veighbourhood, but of whom he had no knowledge; !
awakensd Mr. Robb's interest by his intelligonce |
and evident earnestness ; became an eager student of I

]

1

f

]

i

1

!

the Seriptures; and, a fow weeks later, on o solema
oceasion, when, at the head of the Raw:its, he was ex- |
preted to take part in an idolatrous procession, he
publicly renounced heathenism, and declsred hir
resolution to be a Christian. He forthwith broke off
all his heathen practices, sougut admission to the
Church, and in due time was baptised. Now, I have no
thieory about the alleged vision of the Rajah. Every
resder may form his own cpinion about it, remem-
bering, however, the Acts of thie Anpostles, and re-
membering that Rajpootana is not Scotland, before
he ruakes up his mind that such a story is simply in-
credible. DBut the Rajah himself is a fact: has bean
a notsble Christian fact before the eyes of intelligent
men for fifteon years. We saw him in Todgurh,
where he arrived on Saturday evening to be present
over the sacramental occasicn. We saw him on the
Sabbath, distributiog the ccmmunion elements with
ali the propriety and gravity of a Scottish elder. He
has been seen of all men, during all these yesors,
bearing the white flower of a spotless reputation, and
standing so high in the esteem of the very tribes :
whoss idolatry he renounced that nc member of these
wribes refuses to share with him the hookah. Visit
Inm at home, and you will find him poring over bis
Bible, wbich is all thumbed and lemp-stained from
incessant usa. Converss with him, and he will show
the familiarity with sacred things of a ripe and expe-
rienced Christian. Hear him at prayer, and, as the
miseionaries say, you will wonder how full of the
Spirit he is, and how near he gets to the throre. 1Is !
he not a trophy of grace; and shall we call a gospel |
effete waich, in our own day, is produciag such mar- |
vellous transformations ? We were much struck with |
Rajsh Rao; lis fine bearing, bis earnestness, his .
bhumility, bis warmth of Christian love.'”

To kindle our zeal at home and abroad in Christian
work, we need to keep ever before us these princi-

ples: This is a lost world; Christ Jesus came to save |
the lost; to the Church i committed the gospel of |
reconciliation.

i
H
i
i
'
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LYews of the CGfThurches.

No eolumn s more engerly seatuned by our readers
than this Wil not pastors and emubera ard us 1n
the work of wtunulating mutual mtevest by forward.
g to us, regulacly, itcms of interest 1 their respee-
tive churchen?

Pinve Grove, -Rov, R, Hay bas decided to nceept

< the enll to Watford, and enters at onee npon hix new-

The church he o leaving has hud
Several young

old field of labonr
somn tokens of true Gospel work.

| friends haveo been led to publicly profess their fasth in

Christ, and our brother Mr. Hay leaves them with
confillence unbroken, and mutual prayers for mutual
blessings.

KINGSTON ¢ IBST ConahEGATIONAL Chuncd.—The
annnal social of the members of this elareh took place
on the 22nd ult. The Rev. . N. Jackson preaided, and

i gnve a review of Chureh affurrs daring the past year,

Mr. Geu. Robertson, Treasurer, submitted the finan-

! cial atatement, in which it appeared that $4,151.10

had been raised for all purposes. 1ie regretted that
the consoiidated debt of the Chureh amounted to
$928, and he hoped nu effort would be mede to wipe
off the debt. It was done that evening, and a comn-
mittee was formed, consisting of Messrs. George
Robertson, G. S. Fenwick, L. B. S8pencer and John
McKelvey, whe succeeded in getting subscriptions o
the amount of $710, so that the committee will have
no difficulty in rsising the balaunce. Mrs. George
Robertson, on bebalf of the Ladias’ Aesociation, resd
Ler report, which showed that they had $2,250 on
hand. They had a small bazaar that evening realiz-
ing $50, which was handed over to the Treasurev of
the Debt Fund. The report of the Sunday School
wss read, showing a prosperous condition, and a
balance of $22.42. The choir contributed to the
evening's entertainment. A vote of thanks was
accorded to Mr. K. Hendry for his gratuitous ser-
vices as organist, and to the choir, under the ieader-
ship of Mr. T. Savage, for their services. Dr. Jack-
son, in his address, said that many changes had beea
made during the past year, throngh the remcval of
members, as in former years ; but, on the other hand,
valuable accessions had been made frow the outside,
50 that the Church eensus had not been materially
affected. ‘* The busy haad of death,” said he, ‘ has
not spared our fold, and among those gathered to
the heavenly land were two young and beloved
memkbers, Robert Hendry and Jennie Hewton, while
our faithful sexton, Erastus Sanford. who for so
many years almost dwelt in the couris of the Lord,
has, after an ordeal of p.inful suffering, gone up
higher.” There wero on the roll at the begiuning of
the year 103 mernbers ; died, 3; removed, 4 ; dropped,
2 rencwed, 8; number on the roll at the close of the
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vear, 102, During the year he bad baptized 8 chil-
dren, performed 7 marriages, attended ¢ funerals,
preached 87 sermons, given 83 addresses, attended
291 meetings and made 666 pasioral viats.

Berakr CoxeREGaTIONAL.—The annual social meet-
ing of this Churchk took place the same evening, and
was the best ever held in the new church. HKev. Mr.
Hall occupied the chair. At 7 o’clock refreshments
were served. Alter an opening hymn, Mr. Hall said
he was very much pleasad with the prosperity of Lis |
Church during the past year, and hoped that he
would ba able to do his duty for a number of years '
to come. The Secretary of the Church, Mr.J.
Nicolle, was next called upon to read his repori,
which showed a steady increase in membership.
Being Buperintendent of the Sanday school, he
epoke cf the new school-house about to be erecied,
which would cost about 81,200, towards which nearly
one half was already guaranteed. He hoped the
full amount would be raised before the building was
started. The Treasurer, Mr. B. W. Robertson, !
kanded in his report, indieating that the Church was
in a good condition, and that there was a balance to
its credit.

W take pleasure in chronicling the good work
of our Kingston churches. Regarding Bethel we
may be permitted a personal reminiscence. Enjoy-
ing the hospitality of the late Professor Mackerras,
whose honso was immediately opposite the tken new
oburch, under its late pastor Mr. Peacock, the Pro-
fessor eaid, ‘' I view that as the best piece of mission
work done in this city ; that church found a neigh-
bourhood neglected, entered in, aud has gathered a
self-reliant working charch.” We send both churches
ocur editorisl greetings—peace and properity.

ToronTo.—The annual meeting of Zion Congre-
gational Church was held on the 18th of January
last. Inreviewing the events of the year just closed,
Rev. H. D. Powis acknowledged the good hand of God
in granting a season of spiritnal growth and pros-
perity, with a hopeful outlook for the future. Reports
wére presented by the Deacons, the Secretary, the
Treasurer, the Superintendent of the Sunday School,
the Ladies' Aid Society, the Literary Society, the
Treasurers respectively of the Benevolent Fund, |
the Fellowship Fund, the Sunday School, and the !
Foreign Mission Fund, all indicating a year of |
activity and progress in the various departments of |
work referred to. Twenty-two new members have !
been added to the church during the past year; six
have been removed, including two by death, making
a net gain 1m membershin of sixteon ; total number !
received into Church fellowship since the formation :
of the Charch. on the 23rd of November, 1834, 1,127, !
The total amount of morey subscribed during the .
year is $4,191, including subscriptions of $1,000 |

i January lst of 248.

| Bary repairs.
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towards the new church site, also $4i0) realized by
the Ladies' Aid Society for the furnishing of the new
olurch, and #3653 contabuted to denominationsl
ohects and foreign missions, ‘Tha Church having

" decided., in March last, that it was desirable to sell

the present church premises and remove to a more

" elimble location, a new site has been secured, hav-

ing a frontage of 93 feet on Grenville street and Col-
lege avenue, by 210 feet on Elizabeth street exten-
sion, at & cost of $5,580, and a payment of $1,600

i has been made on saccount of the purchase, 83 above

stated. The old church premises on the correr of
Adelaide and Bay streets have been sold for $16,000
—-$5,000 cash and mortgage for 411,000 ; the Chu:ch
being at liberty to worship in the present building
until the new one has been built.

DanviLig.—The Rev. J. G. Sanderson was pre-
sentsd by the members of hiz congregation with a
very handsome fur coat on New Yoar's Day. A
purse of money was also presented to Miss Mary
MoKillican as an acknowledgment of her services as
organist.

MoxnTREAL.—The seventh annual meeting of Em-
manuel Church was held on February 1st. The pas-
tor, Rev. Dr. Stevenson, in the chair. After the pas-
tor's address, the Annual Reports of the Church
Board, of the Board of Trustees, of the Sunday school,
of the Ladies' Aid Scciety, of the Building Fund
Union, of the Commiitee on Psalmody, and of the
Young People's Association, were severally read and
recived. These reported encoursging growth in the
membership of the church and ocongregation, and
gratifying progress in other departments of the
church’s life and work. During the year 1881, forty-
five were admitted to fellowship ; fourteen on profes-
sion, of whom several were froa the Sunday school,
and thirty-one by lettor. The removals were four by
death, and eight by transference, eto., showing an
increase of thirty-three. The church was organized
in Marck, 1875, with & niembership of 114, since which
date the number received into fellowship, including
the original members, is 814; from which number
geventy-one have to be dedusted—removed by death,
travsference, etc.—thus leaving a membersbip on
The Treasurer's statement
gshows : receipts fr .o all sources, $8,981 : disburse-

! ments, $8,880; leaving a balance to credit of $45.

Ip the items of receipts, collections for the College,
Home and Foreign Missions, the Union, and other

: objects are not included. The report of the trustees
. showed a special expenditure of #1,577 for cleaning

and painting the walis of the building, and for neces-
The Building Fund Union has for its
object the reduction of the debt on the buiidicg to the
extent of $20,000; of which sum #11,710 have been
subseribed, and $6,260 paid. The Ladies’ Aid Society
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continues 1n vigorous operation, rendering valuable
service in many ways and setting a good example of
self-denying nud zealons interest in Wl things relating
to the welfare of the ehacch.  Special niention was
made in the renort of the Chareh Board of the obli-
gition the chureh is under to the Rev. Prof. Fenwick
for his valuabls rerviees in eondueting an adalt Gible
class on Nunday afternoons, with mueh profit and
appreciation on the part of those attending.  In the
report of the Sunday school grateful reference was
made to the assistance rendered by Mrs. Htcvenson
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of Stouffville, supphed Mr. Unsworth's place n the
evening programme.  The meeotings throughout were
of the most cordial and pleasant character. Rev, I
Fbbs was elected Chairman, und Rev. J. Hindley, M,
A, re-eiected Secretary.

A letter of dismission was given to our brother, I
Wigley, who is labonrimg now in Michigan, aud a

., minute recorded expressing esteem and contidence in

and Mr. Hague in Lolding Bible classes for the elder -

scholars, and to the liberality of Mr. Scholes in fin-
ishing and thoroughly furnishing the infant class

and encouraged, have, we trust, a long and prosperous

ness.

MivprLevitLe. —Rev. R. Brown, on account of fail-
ing health, has, after nine years’ labour, resigned the
pastorate of the church here, intending with his family
to remove to Manitoba some time in May. There is

faithful, earnest worker. Any correspundence regard-
ing this field, meanwhile, may be directed to Mr.
Brown himself.

ST. FRANCIS 4A8SOCIATION.

This Association will meet in Melbourne, Que.,
on the second Tuesday in May (9th), at four p.m.

him as an earnest, wise, and faithful worker. Rev.
AL €. Raye, of Caledon, wus recerved into the mem-
bership.

A resolution was passed pledging the individual
members of the Association to renewed efforts in the

~support of the college, and «xpressing gratification
room. The pastor and church, thoroughly united

at the interest recently mauifested therein by the

. Colonisl Committee.
future before them ip Christian sympathy and useful- :

A pleasing feature of the meeting was a tea given
by the ladies of the Yorkville Church to the members
on Wednesday afternoon, which afforded an oppor-
tunity for ihe interchange of social sympathy and
kindly congratulations.

The poem read by the Secretary called forth quite

a field of usefulness thus opened to the right man—a | 80 interest, opening up a field of research in the

" legendary lore of the American aborigines.—Com,

In the evening of same day Rev. B. B. Sherman, cf :

Sherbrooks, will preach, or his alternate, Rev. Geo.
Puarkis, Wuterville. On Wednesday, May 10th, the

Sanderson ; ¢ Oan Association Meetings,” Ly Rev. W.

MecIntosh ; * On Chureli Discipline,” by Rev. A. Daff, -

Essays by Messrs. Purkis, Black, and Adams, or
gubjects left fo their own selection. Discussion on

¢« Evangelists and Evangelistic Services,” to be opened '

by Thos. Robertson, Esq., Hatley.

with addresses by the brethren, in the evening. Text
for general plans, Isa. lv. 10, il.

CHENTRAL ASSOCIATICN.

This Association met, 2s announced, in the church
at Yorkville. The arrangements as intimated iz the
notice last month were followed, with the exception ¢*
the part allotted to Mr. Unsworth, who was prevented
from being present by imperative duty. The after-

nooun on which Mr. Unsworth's essay was to be read |

was occupied with earnest consideration of the Col-
lege question and our Mission fields. Mr. Kinmouth,

State of the Con- |
gregational College to be discussed. Public meeting, :

THE WESTERN ASSOCIATION OF CONGRE-
GATIONAL MINISTERS AND CHURCHES.

The semi-annual meeting of the above Association
was held in Douglas, March 7th and 8th, Rev. J. R.
Black, B.A., presiding. On Tuesday afternoon Rev. W.
H. Allworth read a paper on ‘ The Reasons for Qur
Denominaticnal Existence in Canada.”” Inthe evening
Rev. D. McGregor preached oun * The Walk of Faith,”

Association will meet at 9 a.m. for prayer, and at 10  which was followed by the Association uniting with

for business. Essays: ¢ On Second Coming of Christ,” . the Church in the communion service.
. 8. McKillican ; *¢ ism,"’ JLGL - <
by Rev. 8. McKillican ; * On Baptism,” by Rev. J. & - ¢ Revival Efforts—When should they be made, and

On Wednes-
day morning Rev. C. Daff, M.A,, read a paper on

Low conducted.”

In the afternoon, ** Our College, 2nd its Present
Claims upon Our Churches” was discussed, as alsc
the circular addressed to the Ascuclation by the Col-
lege Board.

Ou motion, the followiar, resolution was carried:
“That while this Asscciation would prefer Toronto
as & more suitable place for our college, yet, in view

" of the liberality of the Colonial Missionary Society,

and that of the Monfreal brethren, and the necessity
of immediate action in response to the proposals now

. submitted, we pledge carselves v do all wo can to

J

make the ‘ new departure ' a success.’

A Surnday-school ‘‘Question Drawer’ was then
opened, and aa hour devoted to the consideration of
the questions sasked, Rev. D. McGregor presiding.

“Qur Missionary Society and its Present Needs ™~
was then discussed. At the closing session, on Wed-
nesday evening, short addresses were made on the
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general subject, ““ Christian Life and Work,” by Revs.
W. H. Allworth, Wm. F. Clarke, J. B. Saer, C. Duff,
Mr. Iutchie, and Miss I Templeton Armstrong,

After o few words from the Pastor of the church
and the Secretary, the Associativn adjourned, to meet
in Pans in October oext.

Revs. J. B. Saer of Wingham and Enoch Darker
of Listowel were received a3 members of the Associa-
tion.

The papers read were timely and pointed, and the
discussions throughout were earnest, able, and profit-
able. Tlie brethren agreed to differ on several points.
In discussing ** Our Denomination in Canada™ there
was entire unanimity respecting the fandamental prin-
cipal of the autonomy of the individual Chureh, but
divergeunce of views as to our orga~ized denomivation-
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ments,” * Competition, Commanism, Co-operation
nnd Socialiam.”  These lectures can hardly be called
models of Fnglish composition, aro really the poorest
weo have seon issued by this house, whose pnbheations
are boons to the reading pubhe, yot they are well
worth reading, and prasent in & popular and cheap
form traths which very many would do well to read
and ponder.

Fusk & WaaNatLs have issued the first volume of
Spurgeon’s “TrEastry ofF Davio,” with the great
preacher’s speciul sanction. It is therefore no pi-
rated American royvint. Specini advantages are
given to subseribers to their Homi/stic Monthly, but

" the regular price of the work is 82 per volume. Thers

alism. It was felt by all present that important issues .
. tary uext month.

were now pending, and that .. belioved avery cne
interested in our denvimmuation in Canada to be true
to their principles @and conscientious convictions.
D. McGREGUR, Secretary.
Guelph, March, 1882.

Titerary IDotices.

Messrs. ApaMs, Buack¥ir & Lyox Pusrisrtxa Co.,
of Chicago have lately sold out their National Sunday
School Teacher and other Sunday school periodicals
to the Sunday School Times of Philadelphia. The
Adams, Blackmer & Lyon Publishing Co. will continue
to snpply their Sunday school requisites, and to pub-
blish their large lisis of School and Township Records,
Daily Registers, Class Books, Reports, Schedules and
School Blanks of all kinds, and will give special at-
tention to their largely increasing book manufactur-
ing business.

Wk notice that “ I. K. Funk & Co.” have changed

which name we mark the following publications:-—

Tuz HoMiLeTic MoNTRLY for March is exceptionally
good. “Job's Comforters, or Scientific Sympathy,”
by Joseph Parker, D.D., a republication of a brochure
we remember meeting with several years ago, is of
itself worth the price of the number, and the sermon
of Dr. Leyburn, on * Religion and the Medical Profes-
sion,” is eminently suggestive.

Then there is a va- |

will be six volumes in all, and the next is to be issued
April 28th.  The paper, printing, and cloth binding
are of first-class quality. We shall note the Commen-

Tue CeNTurYy and St. Nicioras are still to the
fore. We frequently cull from their pages, and the

- gems which thus are given to car readers tell better

than comnment the class of reading with which their
columnus are filled, though they ran say notling of
the further attraction of sightly illustrations therein
ahounding.

Litrery’'s LiviNe Ace—Littell & Co., Buston—
comes regularly to our desk. The number before us
as we write, March 4th, has several instructive and
amusing articles. Among the latter class, though
written with a most earnestly serions spirit, is one
from ¢ Spectator,” on the projected Charnel Tunmnel
between Dover and Calais. The insular position of
England, t¢ which much of her imniunity from war
on her own field is due, is thereby to be destroyed.
The French could send in one hour two thousand
pickea men to hold the English end till a corps
d’armee within twelve hours would arrive with rein-

: forcements; London would be endangered, occupied,
their style to *“ Funk & Wagnalls,” New York, under -

universal panic ensue, bankruptey, ruin, subjugatio,
no telling the evils in the train., Aund all because
gome capitaiists may have another mass of shares to

" manipulate, and that the President of the South East-

ern may have a great repuiation. The * Spectator
had better tlee to our great North-West, wheare he will

- be free from Yrench invasion—unless it come in the
. form of blizzards and mosquitoes.

riety of interesting articles under * Sermonic Criti- .

cisms,”” ‘“Living Issues,” ** Preachers Exchanging
Views, etc. Price, $2.50 per year ;single number,
25 cents.

Purerr Tarks—46 pp., price 25 cents—are season-
able pamphlets on questions of the day, by Dr. J. H.
Rylance. Two numbers are issued, embracing the
following topics: ‘‘Evolution and Theology,"” ** Social
Organization,” ‘¢ Popular Literature and Amuse-

Ovr Litree ONES (The Russell Publishing Com-
pany, 149a Tremont street, Boston, Mass.) is an
illustrated montbly for the children, $1.50 per annum.
A worthy candidate for public favour, full of happy
reading and iilustrations. The pictures are not seratch-
es, but executed in the first style of the engraver. We
can hardly endorse its claim to be “ the most beauti-
fully illustrated magazine for the little people,” but we
unhesiiatingly place it on an equslity with the very
best we have seen.
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The. following cut, which illustrates chap, % : ver. 9 in the

in our last iseue, but Jid not reach us in time. We trust
that it will be in the hands of our readers before the lesson
is used, so that 1t may help to illustrate the portion indi-
cated.*

SCRIP, STAFI, AND SHOES.

Aprnilg,

reio.l DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST. {Mn:

GoLpEN Text.—*‘ The wicked plotteth against

the just, and gnasheth upo= him with his stood her mother—she lost no time—she returned ** straight-

teeth.”—Ps. 37: 12.
Time.—Following the sending out of the twelve.

the Dead Sea.
PARALLEL.—Matt, 14 : 1~13; Luke 3::9,20; 9: 7-10.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 14.
pas, trother of Archelaus (Mact. 2 : 22)--sons of Herod the
Great by one of his ten wives, Malthace. He was oaly
king by courtesy; he was what Luke correctly called
““tetrarch ” (3: 1); he had but a fourth part of his father’s
kingdom ; ** heard:” it took a long time for Herod to hear
of Jesus; ““he said:” so did others (Luke 9: 7)—he was
alarmed ; *‘therefore mighty works : " John had wrought
no miracle; ‘“do show forth:" lit. energise, or, work
mightily in him.

Ver. 15.
reappear (Malachi 4: §); ‘*a prophet, or as one :’
Elias, one of the other prophets, or certainly he was like one
of the prophets.

Ver, 16. ‘“Herod—said: " his guilty conscience adopted
this as the best explanation of what he heard. Note the
emphatic “ whom / beheaded.” As there were those who
believed on Christ in the household of Herod, it is likely
that it was to them he talked. See Luke 8: 3; Acts i3:1.

Ver. 17. Not the first nor the last instance of what power

* F-r this and other cals to appear in our Notes on the
Lessons we 2ve indebted to the courtesy of Messrs. W, A,
Wilde & Co., of Boston, the publishers of ‘‘Peloubet’s
Notes cn the International Lessons,” io the excellence of
which we gladly beat testimony. We have consulted them
since the first issue.
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will do to the fearless speakers of truth.
ever wanted successors.

Neither class have
“ Herodias - " an infamous woman

.- she was tirst maroed to her uncle, Herod 'hilip (not the
P tetrarch); ham she left and marned another uncle, this
lessen for Apul 2, was to have heen inserted in its place

Harad Aanpas, who, for her, put away hus tiedt wife |
“Phidip:” sad to have heen a man of hosour and justice
the best of the Herdian family.

Ver, 18, ¢ 'ohn had said : 7" brave truth-speaker; “* not
lawful : 7 opposed ta the Goad-given Levitical law,
Ver. 19.  ‘“‘Herohas had a rarrel : 7 Brv, *“set her-

self against him."”  “he knew not how far the influence of
John might go with Herod to repent of his sin and put her
away ; ‘“would have killed . " the wdex 1s that she sought
opportunities for this—kept it before her.

Ver. 20. ““Herod feared John:” Matt. 14: 5 says,
‘“*feared the multitude.” Roth correct, doubtless | asaresui:

" he set himself to guard John againsi Herodias, tor *“ob-

~served him " is more cortectly **preserved him.”

REv.,
has ** kept him safe;” **did many things : " REv., ** was
much perplexed ” —picture of a man whose passions would
go on sinning, but whose cunscience says ““no ;" *“did many
things : " but not the one all-important thing.

Ver. 21.  ““ Birthday ;" not necessanly birthday ; ths
word thus translated may mean any anniversary or festival;
*“lords-—captains : ' men in official positions ; *“chief es-
tates : "' chief men-—men of influence.

Vers. 22, 22, Little doubr that this was all arranged by

- Herodias ; she knew }ferod and his weakness ; ** daughter:”

Salome, her daugliter by her first husband . * danced :” a
sensual, disgraceful exhibition at such a feast; ‘“unto the
half:" an oniental mode of expressing liberality, so Ahasu-

. erus, Esther 5: 65 ina mere satrap like Herod an idle boast.

{ Mark 6.

Vers. 24, 25. O mother! fiendish mother ! see the power
of hate, of bitter revenge; luxiry, enjoyment of all kinds

' were within her reach, but malice triumphed, and she said,

“ The head of John the Baptist,” and the daughter under-

" way''-—immediately—with haste—perhaps fearing that the
~ king might repent; “ by and by:” Rev., **forthwith ;"

Los .
Pracz.—The Castle of Machaerus, on the east coast of : ‘charger :

" old English for a large dish.

Ver. 26.  *‘ Sorry : 7’ likely enough he feared the conse-

‘ quences, but he is not the only one that rash folly has

‘“ Herod " Anti- .

" but could not Lreak a rash oath.

* Oihers said Elias:"” he was expected to .
if not .

made sorry {(Judges 11: 35; Dan,6:14); he was very
sorry; ‘‘his oath’s sake :” how sensitive such men are on
some points ; he could live in aduliery and commit murder,
We have his counterparts
to-day.

Vers. 27, 28, “ Immediately : ”’ the whole story points
to the feast having been held in the same place where John
was impnsoned. There was no lapse of days ; the hideous
object was placed in the daughter’s hands, and by her given
to her mother.

Ver. 29. ‘‘ Laid—in a tomb: " so the next New Testa-
men. martyr, Stephen, was buried by “ devout men ™’ (Acts
8:2); yet we don’t read that they kept any relics of the
dead to worship. Matt. 14 . .2 relates that this doge they

* went to tell Jesus; perhaps so instructed by John, for he

¢ had, and what they did.

doubtless foresaw the possibility of such an ending.
HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Dangers.—--Classes of younger girls, particularly, will
want to be telling abou! their Lirthday parties ; who they
While you need not stop this
entirely, don’t let it take up tco much time, and do not
neglect to turn the taik into the channel of the right use ot
birthdays : to be made seascns of gladness because of God's
mercies, and of fresh dedication of life to Him in lov..g
gratitude. So also about dancing; if you have nothing
else to say, don’t justify it by saying that modern dancing is
different to that of Herodias’ ; it may be, but is nevestheless
sometimes as perilous to body and soul.
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Topical Analysis.—(1) A guilty copscience (14-20).
(2) A rash oath (21-23). (3) A ternible request (24, 25).
(4) A cruel murder (26-29).

This whole lesson is a parenthesis in the history of the
work of Jesus. The circumstances narrated had occurred pre-
viously, how long we are not sure; probably, from the evident

freshness of the thing in the mind of Herod, quite recently. |

While it is in some respects a sad lesson, telling as it does
«f guilt, the success of crime, and the sudden, crue!
death ~[ a good man, it may be rehieved by showing that
john’s work was done. Paul s2id that he ‘‘fulfilled his
course,” and the executioner’s sword was only the passage
into the glories of his Master’s kingdom.

Oa the first topic, we may show what a whip of scor-
pions is a guilty conscience. Here was a man who had
succeeded in his wickedness; he was in the enjoyment of
his sensnal pleasures, and the man who had dared boldly
to reprove him had been laid in the tomb, But had Hercd
rest? No! the ghastly sight of the head in the chargsr was
b:fore him continually. So the tyrant who ordered the
massacre of St. Bartholomew ; he alse, under the influencs
of a bad woman, heard to the end of his days the shrieks of
his victims, and at night had to be lulled to sleep by the
strains of music. This man, it is thought, was a Sadducee;
if s0, how vain his creed to keep down the terror to which
his guilt gave birth. Teach that sin is the seed of sorrow,
of fears, of torment ; that the reaping sometimes follows the
sowing with terrible rapidity, as it did here; but come
sooner or later, come it will. A guilty conscience gives
dreadful form and voice to everything, even that which is
beautiful and musical ; it is to live

¢¢ Like 9 scorpion girt by fire:
Darkness above, despair beneath,
Around it flame, within it death.™

Pray with and for your scholars, that their consciences may
be kept tender; that even the smallest sic may cause them
sorrow until pardoned and washed away,

On the second topic, you may briefly point out the dangers
of sinful pleasures: hcw one sin leads to another, and how
what might have been not only an innocent but a helpful
celebration—an occasion of gratitude—becarae a snare and
a pitfall. Is it not so with many of our youthful gatherings
to-day—** parties,” as they are called ? Is there not too often
much in them that is appallingly like the first downward
<teps of sin? 1f men and women, boys and girls, willingly
breathe an atmosphere of impurity and improper excitement,

meral disease will certainly follow, and, unless God’s mercy

prevents, moval death. Teach here, then, that there must be
no dalliznce with sia in any shape. Balaam did, and it
cost him his life ; Samson did, and the loss of his sight, a
prison, and violent death followed.

On the 24ird topic it will be sufficient to point out how

sin and hatred, secretly nourished, deaden all that is gentle |
Here was a woman, a2 mother, so !

and pure in the heart.
filled with bitterness and murder that she couid deliberately
plan that her daughter shculd be the means of bringing her

enemy within her power, and could instruct that daughter |

to ask for the bloody proof of his death. We may well

join in the prayer of Psa. 71:4. Show how hatred leads

to murder, and what a commant this history is on 1 John
3:15.

On the fourtk topic we see the moral cowaid, and how
he shelters his cowardice under the guise of conscientious-
ness—miserable subterfuge. How much more to his honour
and peace if he had disregarded his rash promise when he
found that it was going to land him in murder. Tell vour
scholars that there is a higher conscientiousness ia wiolating
sinful promises, if they have been led into making them,
than in keeping, and that what is most acceptable to God is
obedience and love, Yon may also instil the truth that a
false shame—the fear of what men will say—should never
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! cause them to » the wrong or neglect the right.  Herod

sacrificed conscience 1o courtesy ; conscience was violated

| in the promise ; the oath was a crime which the breaking of
| it would not have been. Next and not far from the crimes

‘ of the thoroughly bad man—the black-hearted scoundrel—

| are those of the weak man, who knows the right but does

i ot dare to do it, and knows the wrong but does not dare to

i avoid it. Tne names of Herodias, the bold planner of the

i murder of the Baptist, and of Herod, the weak instrument

| of its accomplishment, are linked togeiher in eternal infamy.

i Incidental Lessons.—The danger of toying with

| known sin.

| "That worldly festivities are a time of temptation.

! That the wicked wil} hate the good.

! That the moral coward, though on a throne, is a slave.
That no promise, nothing can bind us to commit sin.
That good men may die for the truth: Stephen, James,

Paul, the Master. Seealmost every page of Church history

for 1800 years.

Main Lesson.---On Consciznce.~Sin is the parent of a
tr(;lublcd conscience. Shun the one, you are spared the
other.

A guilty conscience is a hell upon earth. .

We may shut the mouthk of the preacher, but conscience
will speak.

Oursins . the ghosts that will fill us with terror here
and hereafter.—Lev. 26 : 17, 36; Psa. §3:5; Prov.28:71;
Isaiah 48: 22; 57: 20, 21,

awitss.. THE FIVE THOUSAND FED.

April 16, |

1884 §

GoLpEN TEXT.—“I will abundantly bless her
provision : I will satisfy her poor with bread.”
—Ps. 132: 15,

Ti1ME.—Soon after the events of the last lesson, and pre-
ceding Christ’s second passover.—John 6 : 4.

PrAce.—On the north-eastern shore of the Seaof Galilee,
near to Bethsaida. There are two Bethsaidas shown on the
map—one on the western shores of the lake, about half
way between Capernaum and Magdala, the other at the
north-eastern end. Some writers think that there was only
one town of that name, situaled just where the Jordan falls
into the lake oa both sides of the river. If there were two,
the eastern one is the scene of our lesson.
| PARALLEL.—Matt. 14: 13-21: Luke 9: 10-17; John
1 6. 1-14.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 30. Comparing Matt.
14: 12, we see that two parties of men came to Jesus nearly
together—the disciples of John, who had buried their mas.
ter, and His own disciples rejoicing in their work—sorrow
and joy. *“‘Told all:” a grand narrative ; but were they
i pot somewhat elated, like the seventy?

Ver. 31. It would almost seem so. ‘¢ A desert place: "
where they could *“‘rest a while” and become calm.
i ““Yourselves : ' Heoften went alone into privacy; now He
i says, “ Come ye.” ¢ Many coming and going : " a graphic
| picture of continuous busile and excitement. ‘‘ Not to
ii eat ” (so chap. 3:20.)

Ver. 32. ‘“Departed -7 fiom the dominions of Herod to
" those of Philip—not from fear, we may be sure, but possibly
. that there might not gather around and become identified with
Him the popular indignation against Herod, which needed
little encourage...ent to break out into a tumult. ““ Desert:”
uncultivated, sobtary.

i Ver. 33. “‘Saw them,”
i ‘“them” here also. The crowds who had been listening to
{ Jesus and wiinessing His miracles, and who knew the disci-
| ples, would soon recognize them in taeir boat. ‘‘Ran
i atoot :” round the head of the lzke, oniysix or eight miles,

“*Outwent : " they could do this with little difiiculty, if

not much, or contrary, wind.

{ Mark 6:
30-44.

‘““knew him.” REV. reads
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Ver. 3¢4. **Cameout :" from the boat. ** Compassion :”
how like Him (see Matt. 9: 36; 20: 34; Luke7:13;
Heb. 5:2, 7). **Sheep,” etc. : none to care for, guide, or
teach them. He came for rest, but compassion conquered.

Vers. 35,36, *‘Day—far spent;” or, as Matt. 14: 15,
‘“evening.” ‘* Disciples came :” John tells (6 : 5) that Jesus
had previously asked Philip, * Whence shail we buy bread,
that these may eat?” This was said to ‘‘prove him.”
Philip had lately mentioned this to the others: hence,
‘*send them away—buy bread : " as Biskop Hall says, * a
strong charity, but a weak faith.”

Ver. 37. *“Give ye them to eat : "’ seemingly impossible,
yet God never bids us do impossibilities. Through Christ
all things can be done (Phil. 4:12, 13). *‘ Two hundred
pennyworth : " likely just named as a round sum. Some
have suggested that this was all they had in the treasury.
This is fanciful. Value was about $30.

Ver. 38. ‘‘Five loaves and two fishes:” it was An-
drew who so replied, and that they were in the possession
of alad present (John 6 : 8, g). The barley loaves were only
what we should call cakes, or biscuits—hard baked ; the
fishes would be dried.

Vers. 39, 40. “ Companies” of ‘“hunareds, and
fifties : ” an orderly arrangement, so that the work of dis-
tribution might be simplified. ¢ Green grass:” it was
*“ Nisan "—the month of flowers. ““Sit down:" lit. re-
ciined. We must remember that the Jews always reclined
at meals; theysat at work. *‘‘In ranks:" the original
is a word borrowcd from the idea of the orderly arrange-
ment of flower.beds

Vers. 41, 42. “* Lcoked up,” to the Giver of all good,
‘‘and blessed.” Luke adds, ** them "—i.c., the loaves and
fishes —our pattern of thankfulness. *‘Gave to His dis-
ciples : 7 typical of the distribution of the heavenly bread
—God to Christ, Christ to His servants, they tothe world.
Don’t trouble yourself or your ciass how this miracle was
performed ; there it is: that is sufficient. * Did all eat :”
0o stint—more than enough for all.

Vers. 43, 44. ** Twelve
baskets : ’ more than
they had at first. Won-
derful miracie { —done
by express command
(John 6: 12, 13). God's
gifts should not be wast-
ed ; and here was proof
of the miracle. ‘‘Bas-
kets,” in common use
among the Jews for car-
rying food. They were
satirized by the Romans

JEWISH BASKRTS,
or this, on the idea that they did it so as not to be defiled
with Gentile food. Thc word used here signifies wicker
baskets ; while the word used in the feeding of the four

thousand signiies rope baskets. *‘Five thousand men,”
Matthew says (14 : 21), ** beside women and children.”
Likely there would be in all ten thousznd at least. How
stupendous the miracle !

What and How to Tea :h—Dangers.—In notes
on verse 41 we have indicated one danger that may arise—
fraitless aiscussiot. As to the mode of this wiracle vie can-
not tell ; and even if we could, we should have to fall back
on the one thought, that by whatever means accomplished it |
was a miracle. Rest on, and show that. Neither spend
time (as we have known some do} in imagining what the
disciples may have thought or said one to another—im-
petuous Peter, doubting Thomas, covetous Judes, There is
more 1n the facts than you can teach, without any imagin-

ings.

Topical Analysis.—(1) The need of the multitude
(vers. 31-36). (2) The miracle of supply (37-44)-

It has been well remarked that the importance of this
miracle is testified by the fact that it is the only one recorded
by all four of the evangelists. ¥t marked the culminating
point in the popularity of our Lord.  We find from John 6
that the teachings which arose out of this miracle were a
cause of stumb'ing and offence to many who heard, and that
as a result (verse 66) manyof His disciples walked no more
with Him—a fact that gave occasion for that sad utterance
to the twelve, ““ Will -e also go away ?”

On the first topic--the need of the multitude—we must
dwell briefly on the circumstances which led them into the
‘‘desert place.” They had just returned from their first mis.
sionary tour. Doubtlecs they needed bodily rest, but more,
spiritual quiet. They had been very successful in their
work. To save them frorr pride and self-sufficiency they
needed retirement with the Master. He, too, weary with
constant labours—His life 1n danger-—needed rest; and so
they would withdraw to solitude. This, however, was not
to be. The multitudes saw Je<us and His disciples depart-
ing ; ran roudd the head of the lake ; we-e on the shore
when He stepped from the boat, as we take it; and He,
* moved with compassion” because they were as ‘* sheep
not having a shepherd,” taught them ‘‘many things.” So
He taught--this Divine Teacher—and so they listened, that
they took no note of time, and the day was far spent.

i The disciples would have sent them away, but Jesus said

no, “ Give ye them to eat "—a suggestion which brought
forth the fact how unprovided they werc for this. Teach
here—(1) The compassion of Jesus. (z2)—The unwea-
ried labour of Jesus. (3) The consciousness of Divine
power that dwelt in Jesus. Get from your class the
motives of these people in following Jesus. This will lead
on to inquiry as to the motives of men and women, boys and
girls to-day in calling themselves Christians ; and you can
show that there may be an improper following of Jesus—
that a service right in itself, if done from an improper
motive, will not be acceptable to God.

Oa the second topic, we see first comicious power. The
perplexed disciPles thought it an unanswerabie question,
** Shall we go? " etc., and that there was nothing for it but
to send the multitudes away ; but Jesus knew what He would
do, and He bids them bring word what provisions they had,
not that a few loaves more or less would make any differ-
ence, but that they, and from their tectimony others, might
be assured of the reality of the miracle. Then notice the
order. There is no confusion in the arrangements of God's
Providence ; and though this may be thought a small thing
i such a lesson, it will be well to point it out (see 1 Cor. 14 :
33). Further, there is dlessing.  Looking up to heaven, the
source of the every-day miracle of life, He blessed (Johr,
“given thanks"'). We can oniy ask the blessing, but we
may be sure that He who set the example will accept our
praycrs and acknowledgment. Next came fncrease ; in the
hands of Jesus a small meal for the disciples was made to
feed the multitude. Like the widow's barrel of meal and
cruse of oil (1 Kings 17: 16), the loaves and fi-hes wasted
not. Enough for each, enough for all, so that there was
satisfaction, for * they did all eat "—this large number,
probably rot less than ten thousand in al—‘ and were
filled.” Not only so, but there were fragments, so many
that twelve baskets full were taken up.  Draw this marvel-
lous picture vividly as you should be abie to do, but be sure
you make the central figure Jesus  You may note that, as

1 one result of this miracle, the people were wrought to such

a pitch of enthusiasn that they woull have taken Jesus
and made him king by force.

But your lesson will be incomplete if you stop here.  Read
the Saviour's own sermon following the miracie, in John 6:
26~58, and show your scholars that there is a bread of life, of
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which ““ if any man eat, he shall live for ever.” Fill your
mind and heart full of the Master’s teachings there; then
can you speak of the Breed of Life. Now to gather up the
teachings.

Incidental Lessons.-—That compassion forothers may
cause us, like the Master and His disciples, to forego the rest
we need. .

That they who wait upon the Lord will not be sent empty
away.

That Jesus can use the small things of His people as instru-
meats for His mighty works.

That, like Jesus, we should thank the Giver of cur daily
foud, and seek a blessing upon it.

That our Jaily food is a daily miracle.

That this miracle iliustrates the spirit of Christianity in
ministering to the physical as well as the spiritual wants of
man,

G'I(;ha! in all things order and economy are well pleasing to
od.

Main I.esson.— 7he Bread of Life, given by God, all
may take—he who takes shall live for evef. See John 6,
as noted above, in connection with Matt. 5: 6, and James
r:1y.

April 23,

Mark 6 ¢
1882,

} CHRIST WALKING ON THE SEA. {2

GoLDEN TEXT.—**When thou passest through
the waters, I will be with thee; and through
the rivers, they shall not overflow thee.”—Isaish
43: 2.

Trme.—Night following the day of last lesson.

PLACE.—The Sea of Galilee.

PARALLELS.—Matt. 14: 22-36; John 6: 15-21.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 45. *‘Straightway:"
immediately after feeding the multitude; “ constrained :”
the disciples did not want to leave the Master; *“ otherside : *
of the Lake, from whence they had come, though not
exactly to same place; ‘‘to B:thsaida:” marg. ‘‘over
against.” We agree with Aeyer as against Lange, that it
was the western Bethsaida. John says (6 : 17) Capernaum
and the places were nigh,

Ver. 46. He needed rest, but sought it in prayer rather |
than sleep. He would not even have His disciples with
Him in His communion with His Father. Do you need
sirength for your work ? seek it as the Master did.

Vers. 47, 48. * When even was come:” the second
evening—the first commenced at 3 o'clock, the other at
sunset. ‘“In the midst—sea.” John says, 6: 19, that
they had rowed twenty-five or thirty farlongs, about three
miles; *‘ toiling in rowing—wind contrary :” Rav. *‘dis-
tressed in rowing "'—iit. tormented—wind violent, sailing
cut of question. It is supposed they had been seven hours
rowing that short distance. *‘ Fourth watch: " which began :
at 3 a.m. and ended at 6 a.m. This was the Roman
division of four watches—formerly the Jews had three.
** Cometh :” the night had not hidden them from Him, ner
were they for 2 mement beyond His care.  ** Walking upon
the sea:” a new miracle, one that would come to the dis- !
ciples with as mighty a force as stilling the storm ; *‘ would
have passed :” to let them call for Him ; so the two dis-
ciples—Luke 24 : 28.

Vers. 49-51. ““A spirit: "a phantom ; Rev., *“ apparition.”
Their fears were excited, and in the darkness and tempest !
they did not recognize the dim outhne of the Master ; besides, |
walking on the sea was thought impossible, and was, in !
fact, the old Ezyptian symbol for an impossibility.  Their |
weak faith made the approach of their Deliverer the climax |

| —the mountain His secret chamber.

i disciple.

_ difference you may note.
. but asleep; in this, He is absent, but through the dark-
i ness sees them toiling and rowing.

! came to their help, as He did.

of t' rirfears. *‘Be of good cheer:’’ take courage; * it
is I.”" and there need be no fear where I am. They might
mistake the form of Jesus, but they could not His voice and
words of cheer. ¢ The wind ceased :” there is present
deliverance with a present Christ. ‘* Amazed—wondered.”
Should this have been ? How * slow of heart to believe ! ”
John adds (6: 21) that they willingly received Him, and
immediately the ship was at the port wheie they went.
Safety and success with Christ.

Ver. 52, ‘‘Considered not:” did not understand or
value as they should have done; *‘for their heart:” not
now alone, but through the life of their Master, right along
there was dulness, hardoess, unbelief.

Ver. 53. “ The land of Gennesaret:” a small strip at
the north-west end of the lake, embracing Capernaum,
said to be at that time very fertile.

Ver. 54. ‘“When they:” Jesus and the disciples;
‘‘straightway they : ”” the populace.

Vers. 55,56. These two verses describe a state of in-
tense excitement attending the movements of Jesus right
whrough the district.  The description is most vivid, aod
can easily be made telling by a skilful teacher. For “streets,”’
the REV. reads * marketplaces,” the special places of resort
in Eastern towns. ‘‘Might touch—but the border: ™ as
chapter 5: 27, “touched him,” or “it,” i.r, the hem.
So Bengel.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Dangers.—Ver. 49, if not guarded, will be an open door
for a profitless talk on apparitions, ghosts, etc. Children
are fond of the marvellous, and are as fond of telling as of
hearing. The wise teacher will check this, and save the
precicus time ifor more profitable talk. So verse 48.
Don’t let your scholars for a moment imagine that there
was anything unkind or deceptive in the action of Jesus.

Topical Analysis.—(1) Jesus alone in the mountain
(vers. 45, 46). (2) The disciples alone on the sea (vers.
47, 48). (3) Fear, recognition, safety (vers. 49-52). (4)
The Healer at work (vers. §3-56).

On the first topic—Jesus had taught His disciples that
prayer was to be in secret—that they were to enter into
their closet (Matt. 6 : 6); and often 1o we find Him practis-
ing what He thus taught. Ile made the desert His closet
Even Jesus felt con-

| stantly the need of being alone—of communion thus with

His Father in heaven. Man He was, truly and really ; and

. as man He peeded the support an strength that God alone

can give. So we may teach, that as the Master, is the
If we would do the work we have been given to

do—if we would be strengthened for the trials and batules

- of life—we must go where alone strength can be found—in
. lonely intercourse with God. Purblic prayer is right—ought
! never to be neglected (Jesus set us an example there) ; but
. it is in the special needs that every soul feels, and in the

way of receiving, that we come into special sympathy and

. fellowship with our elder brother.

On the second topic—The teaching here is in some re-
spects similar to that in Lesson X., yet there are points of
In that, Christ was with them,

In both trials they
were crossing the sea by His command, and should have
felt that in that was safety. In the first .niracle they went

. to Him in their danger; in this they do not appear to have

thought of Him, and did not recognize Him even when He
3 We may teach from
these verses that though, while in the path of duty, we may
be overtaken by trials and danger, yet the eye of our Lord
is upon us, and we toust toii on, as did the disciples—sure
that Christ will come, and watch for the coming.

On (he third topic we can show how the very methods
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God uses to aid and bless us are *ometimes so strange to us
that we cannot undeistand them. The coming of Jesus,
which was really the safety of the disciples, was a cause of
terror to them. They were *“troubled,” and **cried out.”
They never thought of the Master coming to them thus.
Weak faith, like blind unbelief, is sure to err. But there
came recognition, The blessed “It i1s 1" was heard
through the darkness and siorm, and it told them that they
mught banish fear, for He who had before stilied the storm
was with them now. But they knew the voice ; and we
must teach that if the voice of Jesus is to bring comfort, we
must have come to make Him our Saviour—to love and
to trust Him. ‘Those only who are Christ’s know His voice
(John 10: 4, 27). Doubtless there were other boats out in
that storm ; they shared in the safety, as the world shares
in the blessings Christ gives to His people, but they had
rot the comfort of His voice and presence.

The fourtk topic is a wonderful picture of the healing
power of Jesus. Show that ‘‘ whithersoever he entered ”
there came healing, recovery of tke sick, and a blessing to
the place. So we may point out, wherever His gospel enters
to-day, it carries blessing—it enlightens the dark and igno-
rant, heals the soul-sick, and gives lile, even life everlasting.
P:hay and strive that your scholars may touch and be made
whole.

Incidental Lessons.—That even the Master needed
His seasons of retirement z2nd prayer, and do not His ser-
vants ?

_ That Jesus sometimes leaves His people to themselves,
that they may find their own weakoess.

That the path of duty is not always the path of ease, or
even of safety,

That an absent Christ slways means a present storm.

That we may be sure the eye of Christ is upon us in our
hour of darkness and danger (Acts 7 : 56).

That *“ man's extremity is God’s opportunity.”

That He will come to our help in His own way.
duty is to wait and watch for the coming.

That the presence of Jesus brings deliverance and peace.

Main Lessons.—We are all upon the journey of life,

'd need the presence and guidance of the Saviour (Ex. 33:
13-15; Deut. 32: 10125 Ps. 31: 3; Luke 1: 78, 79);
Jesus1s still a present help in time of need (Rom. §: 6, 13;
Eph. 2: 18 ;:Heb. 4: 14, 165 7:25; Is. 63:9).

THE TRADITIONS OF MEN. |

GoLpEN TEXT.—‘‘In vain do they worship Me,

Our

April 30,1
1882,

Mark 7:
1-23.

teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.” |

—Ver. 7.
TiME.—In the early part of A.D. 29.
Jesus in Galilee was drawing to a close.
PrLicE.—Capernaum.

Th~ ministiy of

PARALL=L.—Matt. 15 : 1-20.
o

Notes and Comments. —Ver. 1I. ihen came:"
this appears to have been a deputation sent from [erusalem
to watch and, if possible, entangle Jesus. I{e had not Leen
to the capital for twelve months. The porsecution origi-
nated there with the Pharisees.

Ver, 2.
Version and Kev, says ‘“ defiled ; " both give in the margin
‘“common,” which is better, butnot exact. They ate, it
may have been. with perfectly clean hands, but without the
ceremonial washings of tradizon. *‘‘Found fault ™ (of
course they did—that's what they camec from jerusalem
for).
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WASHING HAND>.

Vers. 3. 4. 'These verses are a parenthesis, explaining
the customs of the Pha.i.ces as to washing. The writer
would show us the ceremonial exaciness of these hypocrites.
‘“ Wash their hands oit ” (see margin, descriving either the
character or the mode ot action). ‘¢Tiadition:” which
they regarded as of more importance than actual revelation,
more especially the traditional injunction of washing hands
before meals; and they carried this ceremonial washing to
the small things of daily use.

Ver. 5. ““Elders:” not simply the fathers—the an-
cients—but the living teachers of the law. * Unwashen
hands: " which was regarded by them as a greater sin than
gross immorality.

Ver. 6. * Esaias prophesied ” {Is. 29 : 13). Read that
context : as the father so the children. ‘- Lips—heart =7
outward—inward ; form—reality ; as wide asthe poles
asunder. If the hfe1s not in accord wiih the words, the
sentence is, *‘ Hypocrites!”

Vers. 7, 8. 9. ¢ In vain:” ulterly useless the pretence
of worship when connected with such ““teaching; ” REv.
‘‘as their doctune,” lit. * teaching teachings command-
ments of men.” ** Laying aside:’'’ or leaving, or having
thrown away ‘‘the commandment,” which was Divine,
they held fast to tradition, which was human. Worse than
that, when the Divine opposed their tradition, they boldly

. rejected 1t (so the Talmud : ** The w~ords of the scribe are

“absolutely and irreversibly to the Temple.

‘“ Eat bread with:" text both of Common :

more noble than the words of the law ™). -

Vers. 10, 11.  **Moses said” (Matt. 15: 4—*“ God,” He
spake through Moses), * Honour,” ete. (Ex. 20: 12}
““Whoso curseth’ (Lev. 20: g}; ‘““die:” death without
mercy. ** Corban—a giuit: " to God. Grifwe says, *The
u'terance of the word ** Corban " sequestrated everything
It might De
spohen under the intluence of death-bed terror, or in ise
weakness of superstinous fear; but if once uttered, the
Church threw round the money or property the impassable
harrier of her ghastly claims. God said one thing, the
Pharisees another, violating natural duties.

Vers. 12, 13. Christ turns the tables on Ilis accusers.
They szid that He wiolated tradition; He shows them

i that they *‘ make the Word of God of none erfect.”

»

Vers. 14, 15, 16. *‘ Called all the people : ’ turning, as
if with loathing, from these hypocrites to the instruction of
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those **sheep without a shepherd.” *‘ Without: " sin is
not from without, but from within. The Psaims age full of
recognition of this truth. The Pharisees, on the contrary,
taught that defilement came from without. ** Come out :"
His words, actions, showing what was within, ' Ears to
hear:” a significant proverbial expression; omitted in
REv.

Ver. 17.

“p

** Disciples asked Iim,"” Matt. says (15:15)
eter;” ‘“ parable:" it wasa ¢ dark saying " to them,
though to us clear as sunlight,

Ver. 18. ** Without understanding : "' appreciation of this
plain, spiritual truth, What can be plaaer?  How can
food for the body detile the soul ?

Ver. 19. *“Not into the heart:” How can it? The
food that a wan takes is divided by the working of his
system ; that which is nutritiovs is assimilated—that which
is not needed is thrown off.

Vers. 20. 23. * The heart : " our Saviour puts His finger
on the spring, the saurce of evil ; it is the heart—the soul.
Look at the fearful catalogue, the outcome of an impure
heart, and teach the fact that the only way to stop this
pouring forth of evil is to ** get a new heart.”

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Dangers.—This is a long lesson, and may easily be
made weansome and uninteresting by a teacher who does
not catch the thoughts »nd spirit. Some verses may give rise
to profitless talk, and some to unscemly talk, unless you
promptly suppress cither. Beware of diversion.

Topical Analysis. — (1) Tradition and formality
(vers. 1-8). (2) The Word the rule of life (vers. 9.13).
(3) The heart the fountain of evil (vers. 14-23).

Notice that the circumstances under which the narrative
of our lessya occurred sprang from the bitter and increasing
hostility of the Pharisees. The sect at Jeruselem had op-
posed and persecuted Him ; so likewise in Galilee. Now
their forces are joined, and they seek to overawe and win to
themselves the support ot the multitude, by denouncing
Christ as a transgressor of what they set forth as of more
importance than the Word of God-—the traditions of the
elders ; and so our Saviour in reply sets before the people
the eternal contrast between traditional formality and the
righteousaess acceptable to God.

On the first topic you will have to note and caution
against the tendency to formalism. The heart and life need
carefully guarding against this. FEven the youngest may
fall into the evil; they may get into a habit of attending
school or church, of reading their Bibles and saying
prayers, but it may be a habit and nothing more—a dead
form. Forms are useful in their place—God gave them to
His Church at the first ; but they were to help, not to sup-
plant, the spiritual life. A form without the spirit is a shell
without the kernel—a body without the soul. Itis like a
scholar never going beyond his alphabet. A« for any teach-
ings of men, traditions, such as the Romish Church de-
lights in—these are the things our sinful natures like, be-
cause they invariably take the shape of doing something to
merit the favour of God-—saying, in action, that the teach-
ngs of God are not sufficient for eternal life.

Through the second 1opic our Saviour emphasized this fact
again and again. In His conflict with the Tempter, in His
battling against Hisenemies, in His teachings of the people,

His Father to which He looked. Emphasize this: the
Bible is our rule of life ; it is the Word of God ; and what-
ever would dare to assume its place is an invention of the
adversary, acd is the way of death, not of life.

Tke sAird topic is one which, in various shapes, you will
be constantly teaching : As a man thinketh 1n his heart,
30 is he; if the fountain sends forth impure water, it is

impure ; if the life is carnal, selfish, devilish, it is so be-
cause the heart is foul and unrenewed. A heart filled with
the love of God will be shown in a life of purity, gentle.
ness, and love.

Incidental Lessons.—That forms are useful only for
the sake of what they represent and preserve.

That men are willing to do much that does not involve a
change of heart.

That no outward service can atone for want of rsligion of
the heart.
) That outside religion alone—formalism—is offensive to
sod.

That true worship is the union of the heart with God.

That sin is defilement : as flth to the body, su is .nto
the soul.

Main Lessons.—On the first topic—Forms and tra-
ditions are not to take the place of the commands of God
—Deut. 4:2; Gal. 1:8; 2:4; Titus 1 : 13, 14.

Truths of the second topic—2 Tim. 3: 16; 2 Pet. 1: 193
James 1: 22-25.

‘Truths of the third topic and its opposite—Prov. 4: 23 ;
Is. 29:13; Jer. 17: 9, 10; Matt, 12: 35.

Mark 72

{ SUFFERERS BROUCHT TO CRRIST. { %:

GorLpeN TexT.—* The Lord is good to all : and
His tender mercies are over all His works.”
—Ps. 145: 9.

TiME.—Following close upon the last lesson.

PLACE.—Jesus had left Galilee. The first half of the
lesson is in the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, north-west of
Palestine. Leaving there the Saviour comes down south-east,
below the Seaof Galilee, to Decapolis, the scene of the
second half of our study.

PARALLEL.—Matthew 15: 21-31,

Notes and Comments.—Ver, 24. *‘ From thence—
weat :* with the renewed desire of rest and quiet, as He
*¢ would have noman know it : ” itis uncertain if He sctu-
ally crossed the borders—from Matt. 15:24 it would ap-
pear cot.  ** Tyre : "' an important centre of commerce and
maoufactures, frequently referred to in O. T.; * Sidon : "
north of Tyre, one of the oldest cities in the world, They
are genetally named together.

Vers. 25, 26. In Lesson XII., last quarter, we had a
father pleading for his only daughter ; now it is a mother.
* Heard of Him :" the fame of His miracles had spreai to
these remote parts; ‘‘fell:” with the deepest hum:lity
and reverence. ‘* A Greek,” margin *{Gentile ; "' Matt. says
(15: 22) ““a woman of Canaan:” the Jews called all for-
eigners ‘“Greeks,” as to-day they are called in the East
“* Franks.” She was one of the Phenician race in Syria, as
distinguished from the Carthaginians. The Phenicians
were included among the ancient nations of Canaan (Judyes
1:30, 32; 3:3). °“Besought” {see Matthew's account).
She had not only heard of His miracles, but had learned to
look to Him as the promised Messiah. ‘‘The devil:”
another demoniacal possession.

Ver. 27. *‘Jesus said " (Matthew supplies these facis:
that, first, Jesus kept silence, ‘* answered her not & word ; ™
whereupon the woman continuing her importunities, the dis-

May 7.
1882.

) \gan i ciples besought Him to send her away ; to which He replied,
and in His time of agony and suffering, it was the Word of .

‘1 am not sent but unto the lost sheep,” ¢tc. She cried
again, *‘ Lord, help me ) : then follows this verse. *‘ Furst: "
only first; *‘pot meet—children—dogs:” under the old
covenant the Israelites were God's children (Matt. 3: 12);
the * children’s bread " is, therefore, the peculiar blessings
to them, not yet made common (Heb, 8: 7-13). *‘ Dogs: "
lit. iittle dogs—house dogs, not the wild dogs of the streat.

Ver. 28. The tones of the Master's voice and His looks
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must Bve piven hope, for she catches at the thought, these
very dogs may eat of the fallen ciumbs; the children's
father was at any rate their owner. As 7rench says, ' From
the very word which seemed to make most against her, with
the ready wit of faith she drew an argument in her own
favour.”

Ver. 2¢, And she succeeds. Matthew prefixes, * O wo-
n:an, great is thy faith;” and so this second great com-
mendation of faith is, as the first, to a Gentile {see Matt.

8:10). “Gone out:” she went home with the joy of
confidence.
Ver. 30. She was not deceived ; *‘she found the devil

ﬁone out,” and her daughter free, resting in cuiet peace on
er bed. Another instance of healing at a distance, as in
Matt. 8: 13 ; John4: 50-53.

Ver, 31. The narrative of the healing following is special
to Mark. “ Decapolis:" the region thus called lay mostly
beyond Galilee, east of the Jordan ; it was chiefly inhabited
by Syrians and heathen.

Ver. 32. ‘‘One that was deaf—impediment—speech.”
Meyer tells us that the correct translation is that he was
deaf and dumb; *‘put his hands: " that was their idea as
to what the mode of cure should be, but Jesus will heal in
the manner He sees best.

Verse 33. **Took him aside.” Why? Several reasons
are assigned by different writers—none satisfactory. We
can only fall back on the infinite knowledge of Jesus, and
be assured that He followed that course best suited to the
spiritual needs of each individual case. The motions of
Jesus would be in the place of speech to the deaf man;
they were symbolical-—designed to call out his faith.

Var. 34. *“ Looking up,” lit. into, ‘‘heaven—sighed:”
surely the sigh of prayer, and yet of loving sympathy.
*“ Ephphatha : ” Mark has preserved to us the very word
Christ used, and translates it for the benefit of his Genule
readers, ‘*Be opened.”

Ver. 35. ‘‘ Earsopened—toague loosed : " immediately,
in 2 moment, as the word was pronounced, the healing
was, perfected ; he heard the voice, and could speak the
praises of Jesus.

Vers. 36, 37. ‘* Charged them: " he was there for quiet
retirem=nt, in addition to which He would not have these
half-heathen champion Him, and deepen the gulf between
Him and the Jews. ‘‘The more:” they could net, did
not, care to understand any reason for the prohibition, and
it only quickened their eagerness to publish the miracle.
They were bewildered, ** beyond measure astonished. *‘ He
hath done all things well:” evideantly from this, as from
““ the deaf,” which is plural, he had wrought other miracles,
some similar, This the refrain of the saved throughout
eternity.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Dangers,—There are rocks and shoals in all waters to
careless navigators ; and in every lesson there are dangers,
sometirnes to all, sometimes only to the thoughtless teacher.
In these narratives it is possible to pay too much attention
to the mere narrative, and miss the underlying truth, which
missed, the teaching is in vain. Use the narratives as the
Master used His parables, to illustrate spiritual tiuths, and
for nothing else.

What and How to Teach.—Topical analysis: (1)
The faith 2nd reward of the Gentile mother (vers. 24-30).
(2) The healing of the deaf-mute {vers. 31-35). {3) The
testimony of the people (vers. 36, 37).

It isa remarkable fact in the history of Christ, that of His
thirty-three recorded miracles, tweaty-four were worked for
the relief of the suffering. We have studied several of them
already ; and while there are certain grest truths about the
Master which each and all alike teach, thereare special and
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marked characteristics in each, which set forth special and
individual truths.

On the first topic note the two central figures—Christ
and the Gentile mother. In the actions of the woman show
the evidence of her earnestness: she fell at His feet and
besought FHim to help Her daughter.  Why? Because she
saw and realized the terrible sufferings of her child. The
lesson is not far to seek. Note further, her faith—faith in
Jesus as the Mesciah; for M-tthew telis us that she ad-
dressed Him as the Son of David—the expec'ed one ; and
she had faith that He was both able and willing to heal her
daughter. ‘Tuen we see her humility Even when Jesus
spoke of her as beionging to the dogs instead of the chil.
dren of the house and home, she did not resent it, but
meekly accepted the position, and from it found a fresh
argument for her swit; and then there came her re-
ward: such faith, such humility, such importunity, could
net be turned empty away, and her heart was filled with
rejoicing and gladuoess.

The action of the Master in this narrative is instructive.
Outwardly it appears rough, hard, shap:zd by prejudice ;
but underneath is the loving heart of Him who sits as the
refiner of silver, aptly illustrating how often we may misun.
derstand His dealings with us, and think that He Las for
ever turned away from us, when the clouds are ready to
break and the showers of blessing and mercy to descend.
While He appeared to repel, He really gave the inward
grace to persevere.

The secend topic shows an entirely different class of cir-
cumstances. The first miracle was public; this was pri.
vate. The first was performed at a distance. Christ never
saw the Gentile woman’s daughter ; this man he not only
saw and touched, but went through certain symbolic forms.
In the firet there is the innate power; in this there is the
looking up to heaven and sighing, as if sesking for help ;
but in each the grand picture of the Great Healer, the
merciful High Priest, is the same.

The summing up of the tAird topic is in the sentence,
‘* He hath done all things well.” Tc get your scholars to
show the truth of this, from the present lesson and any
which have gone before, will be the best method of impress-
ing on their minds the glory and excellence of Jesus. You
will not rest on these displays of His miraculous power,
but lead your scholars on to His unceasing work of pardon-
ing, cleansing, renewing, sanctifying, and fitting for the
kingdom of His Father. Every member of your class may
feel the hand and hear the voice of Jesus healing and
blessing them.

Incidental Lessons.—Learn the teachings of the
delays and silence of God. (1} It does not mean denial ;
(2) nor rejection ; but (3) trial of faith, to lead usto plhce
ourselves unreservedly in His hands.

That none are beyond the reach of a Saviour's love.

‘That beneath the seeming ““ nay ” of God there may be a
deep-hidden “yea.”— 77ench.

That the trial of our faith may result in blessing to us and
glory to God (1 Peter 1: 7).

The faith of this mother the conducting link between
Christ and ner daughter. So the nobleman’s son (John
4: 50; the centurion’s servant (Matt. 8: 15).

As in the days of His flesh, so now, ‘‘My Jesus hath done
a!l things well.”

Main Lessons.—In coming to God, there must be (1)
humility (Ps.9:12; 10:17; Luke 14: 11). Examples:
Atraham, Moses, John the Baptist, Paul.

(2) Earnestness (Ps. 145: 19; Rom. 12:12; Eph. 6:
18). Examples: Wrestling Jacob, Moses, this womar..

{3) Faith (Matt. 21: 22; Heb. 11:6; James1: 5-%),
Examples : The Gospel histories are full of them.
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PRIZE BIBLE QUESTIONS.

We intend giving monthly a series of Bible Questiens, for
correct replies to which, during the year, we shall give

THREE PRIZES

in books of tne value respectively of FOUR IDULLARS,
THREE DorLARs and Two Dortars. The replies are
not to be sent until theclose of the year. With the December
number forms will be sent out for the use of any who desire
t try.

The conditions are that those who send replies must not
Lie more than twenty-one years of age, and they must not have
been assisted in the questions. The Scripture reference or
references must always be given.

For the first three questiuns see THE INDEPENDENT for
January.

For the second three questions see THE INDEPENDENT
for February.

For the third three questions see THE INDEPENUENT for !

March.
PRIZE Q ESTIONS FOR APRIL.

10. Who was the first Old Testament missionary to the
Centiles ?

11. To what things does Jesus liken the connection
“between Himsclf and His people ?

12. Name a runaway slave who became a Christian, a

' companion of an apostle, and a messenger to the Churches.

A MARRIAGE HYMN.

 From henceforth no more twass, but one,”
Yot ever one through being twain.
As self is ever lost and won
Through leve’'s own ceaseless loss and gain;
And both their full perfection reach,
Each growing the full self through each.

Two in all worship, glad and high,
All promises to praise end prayer,
W Where tw) are gathered, there ara 1,
Gone half the weight from all ye bear
Gained twice the foree for all ye do—
The ceaseless sacred Church of two.

One iu sll lowly ministry,
One in all priestiy sacrifice.
Through love which makes al! service free,
And finds or makes all gifts of price,
All love which made life rich before,
Through this great central love grown more.

And so together joarneying on
To the Great Bridal of the Christ,
When all the iife His love has won
To perfect love is sacrificed,
And the New Song beyond the Sun
Peasls, * Henceforth no more twain, but one.”

And in that perfect Marriage Day
All earth's lost 1ove shall live once more ;
All lack and loss shall pass away,
Arnd all find all not found before ;
Till all ths world shali live und glow
In that great love's great overflow.
—Good Words.

TrE most efficicat canvass .tlmt we can make in
favour of the Sabbath as a rest day will fail, unless we
show that we regard and love it as a holy day.

i lag it to facilitate absorption.

| ring or agitation.

DOMESTIC RECIPES. r'Y
CriaM oF TarTaR Biscuits.—Ore quart of flour,
1 teaspoonful soda, 2 teaspoonfuls cream of tartar,
4 cup of butter, } cup of lard. Mix with mitk or
water, not too stiff, and cut in round cakes one inch
thick. A good breakfust cake can be had by adding
1 cup of sugar, and 1 of currants.

QuEEN oF PuppiNGgs.—One pint bread-crumbs, 1
quart of milk, 1 teacupful of sugar, yolks of 4 eggs, rind
of 1 lemon, 1 teacpoonfal of butter. Beat the yolks,
sugar, and butter together ; stir in the milk and
crumbs ; bake till a light brown. When the pudding
is done, beatl the white of the 4 eggs to a stiff froth,
with 4 tablespoonfuls of sugar ; lemon juice to flavour.
Sprend currant jelly over the top of the pudding;
then spread over the whites of the eggs. Put in the
oven and bake to a very light brown.

Cure FOR WaARTS.—A correspondent of the Scien-
tific American writes as follows: * Some years since
a corn-doctor advised me to use coal oil. My hands
were covered with them. Having little faith I tried
it, putting a drop on each of common kerosene and
letting it absorb ; where there was a hard crust, scrap-
In a fortnight, after
twice daily treating them, they began to lessen, and
finally dissppeared without scar. Then the right
hand, in part, leaving one which remained after all
others had passed away, and then that one. Have
advised others to try it, with like effect on persistent
use. Simply soften the top, drop the oil on and let
it lie for some minutes to absorb.”

How 10 DETECT ADULTERATION IN GROUND COFPEE.
—Take a little of the coffee and press it between the
fingers, or give it a squeeze in the paper in which it
is bought; if gennine, it will not form a coherent
mass, as coffee grains are hard and do not readily
adhere to each other ; but if the grains stick to each
other and form a sort of *‘ cake,” we may be pretty
sure of adulteration in the shape of chicory; for the
grains of chicory are softer and more open, and ad-
here without difficuity when squeezed. Again, if we
place a few grains in a saucer and moisten them with
a little cold water, chicory will very quickly become

i goft like bread crumbs, while coffee will take a long

time to soften. A third test: Take a wineglass or a
tumblerfal of water, and gently drop a pinch of the
ground coffce on the surface of the water without stir-
Genuie coffee will float for some
time, while chicory or any other soft thing will soon
sink ; and cl icory or caramel will cause a yellowish
or brownish colour to diffuse rapidly through the
water, while pure coffee will give no sensible tint
under such circumstances for a considerable length of
time.—Food and Health.



THE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

G hiidren’'s €& orner.

HAPPY HEARTS.

A loving heart finds full employ,
In sharing other's grief and joy;
Anl brings a sunlit peace to home,
Thet follows us whers'er we roam.

The n emory sweet of blessings past,
A frag-ant joy will o’er us cast ;

Will help to lighten life’s brief day.
And smooth its rough and thorny way.

A happy heart 'mid $oil and care,
Will ealmly try life’s ills to bear;
Will in God’s love and power confide,
Aud ever seek His grace to guide.

He dwells in peace with all below,
Who loves in fear of God to go;
Is ever gentle, true, and kind,
And ever to His will resigned.

«“THEY HAD ALL BEEN MAD”

A missionary writing from China says: “ In
Yen-san we were able to baptise two men,
one of whom supplies a good illustration of
the value of even the simplest preaching.
He heard two addresses delivered by one of
our men in the open air. Both were mainly
directed against the folly of idolatry. The
first aroused his curiosity. After hearing the
second he went home, took down the idol-
shrine and picture out of his room, and, to
the horror of his old mother, burned them in
the court-yard. His neighbours concluded
that he was mad ; but his answer was that he
and they kad all been mad, and that he had
now come to his senses. Since then, for
more than a year, he has never missed a Sab-
bath service.

BREADFRUITY.

Early navigators, visiting the Ladrone and |

South Sea Islands, found a tree growing in
some of them the fruit of which, with very
little preparation, furnished the chief susten-
ance of the inhabitants. On that account

|

| they called the fruit breadfruit, and the tree

the breadfruit tree.

The botanical naime of the tree is artocar-
pus incisa. It grows to the height of forty
feet or more, and its leaves are about
cighteen inches long and eleven inches broad.
The fruit is a large green berry, vesembling
a cocoanut or a melon in size and form,
When ripe it becomes soft, tender and white,
but it must be eaten while fresh or it becomes
hard and choky. It is usually cut into sev-
eral pieces, and roasted or baked in an oven
in the ground. The flavour is said to be
somewhat like roasted potatoes.

By planting a grove of breadfruit on a

tropical island, a man provides for the sup-
port of his family as sufficiently as he could
do by years of teil on a farm in a more tem-
perate climate; but in the latter case hard
work would be good for his health, whereas
in the former violent exercise would be inju-
rious or even impossible. In the geographi-
cal distribution of plants in such a way as to
meet the wants of man in different climates,
do we not sce the wisdom and goodness of
the Creator?

LITTLE words, little deeds, not ane great act
of mighty martyrdom, make up the time of life.

CHRISTIANS are often employed in digging
wells to find comfort, and the deeper they go
the darker they get; the Fountain of life,
salvation and comfort is above.
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ANGELS HEARKENING.
Psalm cxiii. 20.
‘Why are the Lord’s holy angels so strong,—
Wings never weary, though journeys be long ?—
Ah, my child! couldet thou but see the white throng,
They ave hearkening, hearkening !

Why are the Lord’s holy angels so swift

Up their bright Iadder our loads to uplift,

O’er earth and sea to bear blessing and gift ?—
They are hearkening, hearkoning !

Why are the Lord’s holy angels so sure

Aye whers to go?—Ah! their eyes are so pure,

How can they smile, and earth’s darkness endure?
They are hearkening, hearkening !

So, my child, wou!dst thou for God’s work be strong?

Swift at His bidding, be way short or long?

Sure-eyed and pure-eyed, 'mid darkness and wrong?

Ch! wouldst thou join inr the angels’ sweet song?
Then be hearkening, ever hearkening!

BREAD BETTER THAN PEARLS.

I shall first tell you a story, and then teach
you a lesson from it. The story I shall trans-
late from a German book, and the lesson I
shall teach, as well as I can myself.

An Arab once lost his way in a desert.
His provisions were soon exhausted. For two
days and two nights he had not a morsel to
eat. He began to fear that he should die of
hunger. He looked eagerly, but in vain,
along the level sand for some caravan of tra-
veliers from whom he might beg some bread.

At last he came to a place where there was
a little water in a well, and around the well’s
mouth the marks of an encampment. Some
people had lately pitched their tents there,
and had gathered them up and gone away
again. The starving Arab looked around in
the hope of finding some food that the travel-
lers might have left behind. After searching
a while, he came upon a little bag, tied at the
mouth, and full of something that felt hard
and round. He opened the bag with great
joy, thinking it contained either dates or nuts,
and expecting that with them he should be
able to satisfy his hunger.

But as soon as he !
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{ ground, and cried out in despair, “It is only
pearls” He lay down in the desert to die.

Pearls are very precious. If the man had
been at home, this bagful of pearls would have
made his fortune. He would have received
a large sum of money for them, and would
have been & rich man. But pearls could not
feed him when he was hungry. Although you
had your house full of pearls, if you have not
bread you will die. The Arab knew the
value of the pearls he found; but he would
have given them all at that moment for one
morsel of bread—would have given them, but
could not, for there was no bread within his
reach. So, although he was very rich, he was
left to die of want.

Pearls and gold cannot preserve the life of
body, far less can they satisfy the soul.
Bread is more precious to a hungry man than
pearls; and the bread of life is more prec.ous
still. Christ has expressly said, “I am the
bread of life.” How foolish it is to spend
oneself in gathering things that cannot feed
us if we are hungry, and cannot save us from
our sin! “Seek first the kingdom of God, and
His righteousness,” and keep other thingsina
| lower place. The chief thing for each of us is
to get in Christ the life of our souls for ever;
and then we may gladly accept whatever
good things in this life God may be pleased
to give us. “What is a man profited if he
gain the whole world, and lose his own soul ?”

He who is rich, when he comes to die, but
is still without Christ for his soul, is like the
Arab in the desert, with his bagful of pearls,
but perishing for want of bread.

PETER the Great, Emperor of Russia, was
one day in a sailing boat, when he became so
angry with one of his companicns that he
seized him with the intention of throwing
him overboard. “You may drown me,” said
his subject, “ but your history will tell of it.”
The reminder was effectual, and the Emperor

saw what it contained, he threw it on the E pardoned the man.



