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beloved Pioneer Missionary, Miss Cartmell.

Does one of the youngest of our Mission Band
members ask what that large word Pioneer means? Well,
the dictionary says * one who goes before to clear the way.’
and that is just what our dear Miss Cartmell did.

‘@0’0 will be glad to see this month the face of our

She went before to pre- - sens i T

pare the way for all the other

lady missionaries of our soci-

ety who have since gone to
- Japan. '

It will be seventeen years
in November since our Wom-
an’s Missionary Society was
organized in a meeting held
in Centenary Church, Hamil-
ton, Ont., for that purpose.

We find by reference to
an interesting sketch of Miss
Cartmell, kindly sent us in
1394, *hat atthat meeting she
was much inpressed with the
thought and the hope that
God had missionary work for
her to do.

Soon after a committee
waited upon her and asked
her to go to Japan. Could
she go? Was she chosen of

“After earnest entreaty she consented to teach a class
of young men English, twice a week, on condition that they
attend her Bible class on Sunday. The result was that they
were all converted before the end of the year, won to the
Saviour by this gentle, quiet woman, whose great love for
Him and the women of their land had led her across the sea.

T Em eem s She held Women’s Meet-
: 1 ings which were well attended
and their influence was felt
and acknowledged. In her
first letter home she said: “I
already see that there is more
to be done than one can ac-
t1' complish,” but nobly she
toiled on until others came,
miniscering to the sick and
dying, gathering the children
into her home, as a school,
with native Christian teachers
under her supervision, visit-
ing thewomen in their homes,
telling of the beauties of the
*life in and through Christ.
More was accezaplished
through these means than we
can ever know or thank her
jor—the foundations of our
work were well Iaid for all
those who have succeeded

God? These were the ques- her.” _
tions she asked herself. It .+ Miss Cartmell was much
wasjonly after much prayar- - T ‘beloved by the Japanese.

{ul consecration that she con- MISS CARTMELI. = ‘“While she won them by

sented to go,

% Miss Cartmell went to teach the women and children of
that distant land, for the missionaries already therc had
come to the conclusion that only women could do really
suncessful work among the women and children—but she
did more,

her gentleness she held them by herjfaithfulness in all things.”

After years of fruitful service in Japan, Miss Cartmell’s
health gave way and she was obliged to return home, only
to interest others in the work so dear to her heart. After
three years’ rest she was asked to go to British Columbia
to assist in the work among Chinese wemen and the Rescue
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Yemee.  ifers she fabored succegsfully two years and then
agin crossed the ocean 1o resume her work in Japan, where
she remained four yeafs, rendering invaluable help to the
missions there. '

She is now af fiome. in Ontario, still deing all ske can
to advahice the Interests’ of the Master’s. Kingdom. Wil
1ot her noble cxample Le an inspiration-to some young
readers of iliése pages ? L.

LOVE WURKS WOADERS.
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We rend a legend of 8 monk who painted .
In an old convent cell in days by-goud - -
Pletures of martyrs and of virglus sainted, .
,And the sweet faeed Christ with the erown of thorn,

s Poor danbst not il 1o be a chapel’s treasure!™”
Full many atannting word upon them fell,

But the good abbot Jet him for his pleasure
Adora with thew liiy solitacy cell.

One night 1he poor monk mused. ¢ Could I but render
Houor to Christ as other painters do,

Were but my skill as great as is the tender
Love that tnspives me when Ilis cross I view!

¢ But no ~"tis vain I toil and strive in sorrow;
What man so scorns still less can he admire;
My lif’g work is alt valueless tomorrow
I'll cast my ill-wrought pictares in the fire.”

He raised his eyes, within his cell—0Q, wonder!
There stood a visitor—thorn-crowned was He,
Aud a sweet voice the silence rent asunder —
« I'll scorn no work that’s done for love of me.”

And round the walls the paintings shone resplendent
With lizxbts aud colors to this world unknown;

A perfeet heanty and a hue transcendent
That never yet on mortal eanyas shone,

Therc is a meaning in the strange old story —
Lct nono dare judge his Lirother's worth or need;
The pore latent mives-to the act its glory,
The noblest purpose makes the noblest deed. A
NON.

- - ee——
FORLIGN STAMPS,
A SUGGE 105 WORTH TRYING.

A leader of a mission circle writes as follows:

*I mtend to try this plan which came to me
thicush sceing the interest one person teok in a cer-
tain field through a certain foreign stamp that had
leen given. My plan is {o have it understood that
vach’ young person who receives a stamp is to through-
iy study up the field it represenis and learn all that is
pessible as fo the missionary work done there, cte,, and
tell abeut it at the missionary meeting,

“These young people are making up small collee-
tions of stamps, mostly from our own country, and for
*hie sake of getting foreign stamps will be willing to dv
this work, and in this way may be unconsciously drawn
info an active interest in it.

*India, Turkey, Japan, etc, condd be divided into
different fields by means of different denominations
of stamps Jrem these countries, and so 8 large num-
Ler of “students” would be drawn in,”
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Why You Shoutd Wwk for Fo ign Missions.

1. Because fniscions are (ted’s thought. He asks
your co-operatiorx. o ,
Beeause the need js urgént, Scventy thousand
dic duily who never saw a Bible or heard of Christ.

3. Decause foreign missions ai& successful. Souls
were brought to accept Christ during the last year at
the rate of two thousand per week.. :

4. Tecause all nations oxe acceseible, and with more
means that xate might be indefinitely increased.

5. Decause your example will help others to obey
the Lord's command. ' .

6. Becavse a special effort is to be made during
{he remaining years of this century. .

%, Because you will be blessed; Jesus pays back a
hundredfold.—Rev. R. P. Mackay.
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QUEER THINGS ABOUT JAPAN.

<@
.

There are tome queer things about Japan, too, as
well as China. For instance, the Japanese mount
{heir horses from the right side. They fasten ihe
harness also on the right side, and in puiting a horse
into the stable they put its head where we would put
its tail.

The Japancse haul their boats up on the beach
stern first.

. The Japanese say “eastnorth,” “westsouth,” in-
stead of “northeast,” “southwest.” . :

Japanese babies are carried on the back instead of
in the arms. .

To be polite, the Japanese on cntering a house
take off their shoes rather than their head covering.

Japanese keys are made to turn in rather than cut,
and Japanese carpenters saw and plane toward, instead
of away from, themselves

The Japsvese in building a house make the roof
first; then they number the pieces, take them apart,
and keep them until the rest of the house is done.

Japauese bocks, like the Chinese, begin at wha!
we should call the end, and, commencing at the right
hand side of the page, the lines of printing run fron
tlre top downward instead of across.

—_—

IF any little word of ine
May make a life the hrighter,
If any little song of mine
May make a heart the lighter.
God help me speak the Jistle word,
Aud take my bit of singing
And drop it in some louncly vale
To set the cchoes ringing.
1f any lift of minc may eass
The burden of another,
God give me love and care and »trength
To help my tolling bhrother.

_———:\Ch’fl('d',
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For Missioa Circle Meetings,

MISSTONARY CREED,
(In c.neert.

We believe in God the Father and His Sor. Jesus
Chuist.

We believe the heathen are lost in sin and need a
knowledge of Christ. .

We believe it is our duty to tell them of the plan
of salvation that God has provided through the death
of Iig Son.

We therefore cngage to send them the Bread of
Life Ly the hands of our missionaries.

We engage to pray for our missionaries.

We cngage to do all in our power for the spread
of the gospel in the earth that His kingdom may come.
—Selected.

FIELD STUDY FOR NOVEMBER,

Sedical Missions and Deaconess Work, -

————a

Our Saviour was the first medical missionary, and
we read, in Matthew’s gospel, of a great multituda fol-
Towing Him, attracted by the wonderful cuves that e
had performed, and when He saw them gathered
together He preached to them that sermon of blessing,
iheSermon on the Mount. He emphasized the im-
portance of this work by sending out IIis disciples to
earry it on, commissioning them to heal and preach.

Medieal missionaries have often been the means of
opening the doors of the mission ficlds to the entrance
of the gospel. Dr. Livingstone, with his medical
knowledge and medicine chest, unlocked the great doors
of Africa to Christianity and «ivilization. The dread-
ful cruelties practised upon the sick by the heathen
natives and witch doctors, seem to fall most heavily
‘upon their worpen, but Providence is opening wide the
door of usefulness to the medical woman of today, from
whose hands alone thousands of the sick and suffering
in hea*hen lands can receive the healing of both body
and soul. Their sufferings, because of the ignorance
of medical science and seareity of medical men, should
excite our practical sympathy and self-denial.

The medieal work of our Woman’s Missionary Se-
ciety is bat in its infancy. In 1893, Dr. Retla Gifford.
its pioneer missionary, avrived in China, probably the
most needy eountry of all. In 1894, Miss Jenmie Ford
‘u trained nurse of Dresden, Ont., followed Dr. Gifford
to Chentu, and after two years of faithfnl work was
1aid to rest in a strange land. A

Dr. (hiford married Dr. Kilborn, a missionary «f
«ur own church in China, and during this year has re-
tired from our Woman's department «f work.

A dispensary was opened in 1896, where 1,536 needv
patients were ministered to in less {han a year, Ond
doctor and nurze are at present on the field, Dr. Maud

Killam (1897), and Miss Mary Foster (1896), both of
Nova Scotia.

Dr. Anna HMenry, of Murkdale, has beeen accepted
1.1 work in China, and a trained nurse is anxiously
leoled for

In 1889, when Dr. Bolten began his lalors among
the Indians on the Simpson district, British Columbis
he found only one other physician in a territory of
100,000 square miles.

Imagine the ignorance of the Indians as to the
use of medieine, when a favorite dose wag one whele
hottle of pain killer, or two of castor oil.

Tn 1892, o hospital was built at Port Simps.n.
which Dr. Bolton makes his headquarters for nine
months out of the year. The first patienl was brougi
in a canoe, some seventy or cighly miiles, suffering fzoi
a gun-shot wound.

During the salmon scason—>May, June and Julv- -
the Indians flock to Port Essington, on the. S8kenn
river, in and around which there arc nine canneries.
lIere a suitable huilding has been erected, to which the
Indians bring their sick and discased for Dr. Bolton's
{reatment. Bales of bedding for these hospilals hava
been furnished by different auxiliaries, and two murs
are .employed by the Woman's Missinary Socicly.
They are Miss Minnic Spence, of Kingston, and M’
Lawrence of British Columbia. )

Miss Spence is at home on {urlough and is utten?-
ing lectures at Kingston Medical College, fitting hai-
self for futuve service.

There is not a busier family in all of Toronto il.:n
the one found at 28 McGill street, the Deaconess Hi me
and Training School. _

The motto of the Home is, “For Jesus’ Sake™
Here it is that the candidates for Woman’s Missizn-
ary work spend several months in training, :

A Deaconess is distingnished by a neat unifoin.
and devotes all her time to Christian work, such a3 visit-

ing, nursing and preparing nourishment for the needy -

sick, caring for the necessities of the poor and home-
less, seeking and saving the wandering, holding meet-
ings, and teaching in Sunday and training school and
kitchen garden, and doing all that she can “For Jesus’

sake.?
e et e

QUESTIONS FOR NOVEMBER.

Who wss the fist Vedical Miss*onary 2
Who helpud varcy on this work?
How are the doors heing apened ?
Whar of the Medical Woman of toduy, ¥
What rhould excite our eympathy?
Where, by whom, and where vas work begin?
Who was sent to assist ?
When was the Dispeasary apened 2
Whba ara now engaged in the work ?
Whoen and where did Dr, Rolt u commence wor'. ?
What was an Tndisn dos¢ of medicina?
What of the Port Simuson Hospital and its patient ?
‘What of the work at Port Essington? .
What assistance is given hy the W. M, 8.2
Whers is the Deaconess Home?
‘Who receive training there?
What istho work of & T)eaconess?
Heamilton, B, G.

Lo
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UR work in Japan is steadily progressing. Miss
Munro of Tokyo says: “Almost all our students

who are old enough to publicly confess Christ are bap-
tised; but while a girl’s nearest relatives are all non-
Christign, and she may at any time return {5 surround-
ings where she will have no help in reading the Bible
truths she has learned, we must be carefnl, and not too

hastily enter her name on the church roll. All we cando .

is 50 to train her that the truths of Christianity may be-
come part of her mental and spiritugl fibre. Last
September a little girl, eight years old, entered our
school as & boarder. A few days ago her father said to
me, “When Ko entered your school she prayed to the
sun every morning, and always to the household gods;
but now when she is at home, she will not pray to
these, but to the true God.”

Mies Hart says:—“The policemen’s class is not as
large os it was, which is due to extra work, removals,
ete. Those who come appear to be as much interested
as ever i1} the Bible lessons, and occasionally a new one
cones in.  One or two young men, who do nct belong
to the police, have asked to join the class.”

Miss Cunningham, in speaking of Shizucka school,
the Tokyo Orphanage, says: “That is the outside
routine life of our little orphan family, but the real life
underlies it all, and these children are learning to re-
press selfishness, to be faithful in their work, to us
kind and helpful—in a word, to love God and honor
Him in their daily living.”

Miss Cunningham, in speaking of Shiznoka school,
says: “The new term began April .10th, since which
geven new pupils have entered. The greatest desire of
our hearts is that no girl who enters our school-home
may leave it until she knows Christ as her personal
Saviour.

Miss Alcorn, teliing of interest in Evangelistic work
there, adds: ““Qur Sunday schools are not well attend-
ed. The public school teachers are not in favor of
Christianity, and use their influence against us. The
feeling is so strong, it seems impossible to stem the
current; but we work in hope.”

Miss Robertson speaks of a growing interest among
the older girls in the Kofu school: “Already we have
promise of a large increzse next term. 'When we realize
that each girl ecoming to us may be a centre of Christian
influence, we earnestly hope that the work done may

be such that we can pray, ‘The work of our hands,

establish Thou it.>

For a Field Study for October we beg to refer our
readers to the programme published in August-Septem-
be: Leaflet.

Subject for prayer and study for this month :
“Japan, Corea and the Isles of the Sea.”

Wanted immediately—A nurse for China. Who will
say, “Lord, here am I, send me?”

Persevere, dare 1o hecome the reformers, yea, the
renewers of this generation and work on.

JOSEPH NEESIMA. .
' THE DEAD SEA.  ABE WE LIRE IT?

Why is it that the Dead Sea is dead? 'Why, because
it is always getiing, never giving. So with us. We
are dead unless we give what we get. If one take care
of two talents, God will give more. If you have but &
little, give it away. The Lord will give you more.—
Dwight 1. Moody. :

e, -l P e
QUEER THINGS ABOUT CHINA.

.

The spoken language of China is not written, and
ihe written language is not spoken.
The Chinese surname comes first instead of last.
The Chinese compass points to the south instead
of the north.. ‘
In China men carry on dressmaking, and women
carry burdens,
. In China the men wear their hair long, and the
wonien wear theirs short.
In Ching books are vread backward. What we call
footnotes ave printed at the {op of the page.
The Chinese dress in white at funeruls, and in
black at weddings. Old women always serve as brides-
maids.

RV
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RAMABAL

Continued from August Number.

N Amgcrica Ramabai formed friends. She studied
the Kindergarten, Public School and Industiial
systems of teaching— indeed everything that
would prove helpful to her peeple. Then she

made personal appeals throughout the continent
+ for assistance in her work for Indian widows. She
asked thak an unsectarian assocjation be formed to take
charge of the funds given her, and to which she could
be responsible. This appeal was answered in a wonder-
ful way and the Ramabai Association was formed, with
s~me of the hest names in America on hoard and ex-
ceutive.
place, Ramabai could nol sleep. When found sobbing
in her room, she said, “I am crying for joy, because
the dream of years has become 2 reality.”

Soon after she went back to India and in six weeks had
opened & school with two pupils—one a little widow
who had three times attempted to commit suicide; this
little widow is now the wife of & professor iv Poona Col-
lege, and a happy mother. Ramabai's success has been
wonderful, zzd the secret of it all is her marvellous faith
in God. The story of her conversion, as told by her-
self, is touching and beautiful. Opposition was great,
but hier own faith and the help of friends have carried
her through all. She did not teach Christianity in her
first school. She had promised she would not, but she
lived out her life before her pupils. She had prayers
in her vwn room with her little daughtcr, and she did
- pot it to the door. She placed the Bible and the
Vedas in the school library—and many of them cm-
braced Christianity. Tifteen of her little widows she
took to a Christian melee or camp meeting, and while
1here-the thought came to her to ask God to square the
member. Then she feared that might be presumption,
hut she opened the Bible at the passage, “Ir anything
too hard for me ?” and the request was continued. It
was answered when she felt herself impelled, last
year, to go to the relief of the famine sufferers, and
brought back 300 little outeasts to her school. “These
ar2 my own girls,” she joylully says. “I am free to
bring them up to fear God. Praise the Lord ! Still no
cne of them is compelled to bhecome a ( .ristian.”
About 90 of these new girls have accepted Christianity.

This year Ramabai came back to the annual meet-

ing of the association, held in Boston, in March. She
fhen presented to it the home and school property ac-
cumulated throngh nine yesrs in India, worth $60,000
and entirely free from debt! It was immediately deed-
ed back to Ramabai as a proof of appreciation and con-
fidence! Her school is called the Sharada Sadan
(Home of Wisdom). Through it have passed 350 child-
widows and girls. Tourteen pupils have been tramned
as tenchers and are now at work; eight frained as
nurses and five employed; seven assistants to inission-
aries and five ~mployed; seven are matrons, two house-
kaspers, while ten have happy homes of their own, and
were not married hefore they were 21, So the good
work goes on and prohably will through Ramabai’s life.

The night of the dey on which this took

She has faith to believe it will through all time.  Her
idea is a beautiful and inspiring one that God, who
“takes the weuk things of the world to confound the
mighty,” will use the little outeast widows of India fov
its evangelizatiorf, . :
Ramabai’s daughter “Mano” (Heart's delight) is at-
tending a school in New York State. '
I's us, Ramabai’s life reads like o Fairy tale, based on
a solid Gospel foundation. :
St. Johm. ' S B 8C

Composlitions of Young Japunese .Ludles kindly sent us
by Milss Munro.

OUR SCHOOL.—No. 8.

Our school was opened by the kind hearted ladies
of the Canadian Missionary Society. Their object was
not only to educale the Japanese ladies, but to teach
ubout the true God. Therefore the ladies were sent to
build the sehool

It is'situated in Ahabu, which is 8 very quiet place.
Behind it there ave beautiful hills and the scenery is
very beaut:ful. 1t i quite a large building, and there
are many Japanese rooms for th Japanese, and also a
few foreign rooms for the foreigners.

There are about fifteen teachers, and five of them
ave foreigners, who arc earnest and kind hearted ladies.
Lately the students became few but formerly there were
over two hundred. As they are few in number, both
teachers and students are very friendly to each other,
s0 it is just like one happy family.

There are both English and Japanese Jessons. At

" eight o’clock in the morning the lessons begin with

prayers and they continue until three o'clock, save the
noon houy. TFrom three o'clock we have exercise and
after we finish it some of the girls practise musie.

Besides this there is a Literary Society, which is
held once a month, and also & King's Daughter Society.

OUR SCHOOL.—No. 4.

About ten years ago, all the girls schools in Japan
were prosperous. At that fime our school was one of
the most flonrishing schools in Japan. - Many =rich
and noble families sent their daughters to be educated
in this school: They dressed beautifully, in the raosl
expensive silks. All the dormitories in the second and
third stories were filled with pupils, and there were
so mary that they did not know each other very well,
although they were living in the same school; but now
every school has only a few pupils, and so ours also has
become small, and everything is changed from what it
used to be.

We cannot say that the school which has many
pupils is the best. I think, although we have not o
many pupils as before, if we are truly good and help
Japan, our school will be counted as a great school.

We take lessons from eight o'clock in the morning
until three in the afternoon. The first and third Fri-
days are the visiting days, and some of us go home and
some stay at school, and have a very pleasant time. I
am always thankful for being one of the pupils in Foyo
Eiwa Jo Gakko, and having many kind teachers and

“ friends axound me to make life pleasant.
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Address—Cousin Jov, 282 Princess Street, St. John, N. B,

Well, dear Cousins, this menth begins another
missionary year. We are to take a fresh start now and
sec how much better we can do this year than last for
the Friend who never forgets to do for us just what we
most need. 'This is the way in which we cen show our
love and gratitude. “We love Him because He first
loved us.” Let this be our motto for the coming new
vear. lere is a sweet little story for you:

. RETTER THAN GOLD,

“I shall give that to the missionaries,” said Billy.
And he put his fat hand on a little gold dollar, as he
counted ihe contents of his money box. -

SWhy 2 Susie asked.

“*Cpuse it's gold. Don’t you know the wise mien
brought Jesus gifts of gold, and the missionaries work
for Jesus 2

Stillness for s little while, then Susie said: “The
£old all belongs to him anyhow. Don’t you think it
would be better to go right to Him, and give Him just
what He asks for ?”

“What is that ?** Billy asked.

Susie repeated softly: “My son, give me thine
heart."—Eschange.

How many of our dear young workers have given
their hearis to Jesus 7 Remember, He wants that first
of all.—Day Spring.

A SELPISH RULE.
Safd Mary to Johnny, “O dear!
Thiz play Is too poky and slow,
There's anly one bubble-plpe here;
O Joknny, please, I want a blow.”

t

“No, I'll blow them for you,” Bald he ;
“Just watch, and you'll see every
one ;
Thit leaves all the labor to me,
While you will have only the fun.”

Sail Johnny to Mary, “O my!
That apple, 0 blg and so bright,
You can't eat it all if you try—
© Mary, please, I want a bite.”

“No, I'll cat it fur you,” paid she,
“Aud show you just how it is done ;
I'll take all the laber, you see,
And you will have only the fun.”

Dear Cousin Joy:—I have great pleasurc in writing
to you, us this i3 the first year [ have taken the Palm
Uranch, I like it very much—it seems.to wive me fresh
courage to wark hard in order to win Japan for Jesns,
1 belong to the Mission Band of Melgund.

Yowrs lovingly,

Melgund, Manitota. ANS1 SHILLL GTON.

Dear Cousin Joy:—I am a member of the Ster of
Hope Mission Band at Cape Wolfe. This is the second
time I have written to you. [ take the Palm Branch,
ond like it very much. I think I have got lhe answaer
to the sccond puzzle for August. It is, “Missionary
Outlook.” T will now close.’ Your loving cousin,

Cape Vaf, L. E L Nurrie L Fisa,

Dear Cousin Joy:—As we have never written t>
you before, we thought we would write this month. We
helong to the “Pansy Mission Band.” Our presiden:
is Miss Alberta Chamberlain. We have over forty
members, most of them taking the “Palm Branch.”
Eva Empey joined when she was two months old, and
is now a life-member. We meet once a month on
Satv lay afternoons. Last yea~ we made forty dollars.
We think we have found the answers to August pus-

zles: “Rays of Light Mission Band,” and “Missionary

Outlook.
Chantry, Ont.

We remain your loving cousins

= 2
EsteLrA CraxTt
Macaie Butrorp,

Dear Cousin Joy:—I have been reading the Palm
Branch and was noticing the puzzles there. I am thic-
teen years of age and live on my father’s farm with my
parenfs. My sister takes the Paim Branch. I think T
have found the answers to the puzzles in the September
issue. They are, first: “The Plebiscite;”™ second,
“Board of Management.” :

Your loving cousin,
. Verschoyle, Ont.

POUZZLES POR OCTOBER.

I am composed of ten letters.

My 2, 8, 4, 7, ina girl's name.

My 8, 7, 4, 5, is an animal.

My 4, 7, G, 9, 10, is the nama-of & month. .
My 3, 2. 4, 1, something-used at night.

My whole is the name of a missionary papes
Estrrra axp Macore.

CHARADE,

My first is an article. .
My sccond is one who cares for God's little ones.
My third is a preposition
My fourth is a wonderful olil country.

My whole i» something much needed right away.

ON TO CARRY.

I've learned to put togcther
The figures on my slafe:
N ‘The t2acher calls it “‘adding.”
. And I hke it first-rate. .
There's one quees thing about {t,—
Whenever you gat ten,
You have to “carry one,” she says, \
And then begin again, )
That's wheat we do with pennies
When I have ten, you see, .
I “carry one" to Jesus,
Who'a done so much for me,
—Children's M. F.

Ina JTamus

R . . .
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FOR ‘THE CHILDREN.— Continued.

(A~ HE boys and girls who read about the Zanpan
@ children in Japan will be glad to hear

that some of them had one

of rice and soup and vegetables
Christmas week. The missionary families who
live in Scndai gave the money, and tickets
were given to two hundred and fifty of {he peor people,
who had nothing to eat but the Zanpan slops. The

Baptist Girls’ School at Nakajima cho opened its house,
taking out the hig sliding doers that separate the re-
ceplioh rooms, making one large room, where all could
he entertained at once.

The pupils ¢f the school prepared and served the
supper. They all worked very hard, even the little
ones doing what they could. There were bags and
bags of rice to wash and cook, bushels of vegetables
to prepare, gallons of soup to make, besides all the
dishes to wash and arrange, water to draw, charcoal
to carry and fires to attend. But they worked untiringly
all day. and at four o’clock, when the families began to
come, they were ready. It was such a ragged, pitiful
looking crowd of people. There was one widow carry-
ing two little ones on her back and leading the third,
which was hardly more than a baby. There was a
woman with a husband, who has become idiotic, ard
gix little children, and no one to provide food for them
all, but herself. There were old, lame and blind, and
noor starved little children; oh, so many of them.

How we did enjoy secing them eat! They were
seated in eireles of ten, and the school girls flew in and
out among them, refilling the rapidly empticd dishes.
There were two great heaping tubs of steaming rice in
the middle of the room, and five or six were hard at
work all the time, dishing it up as fast as they conld,
as the waiters kept bringing empty bowls. They all
ate and ate, but especially the boys. 'They emplied
bowlful after bowlful, but at last, with long sighs, were
;‘-o}upelled to stop, still looking longingly at what was
oft

After the supper was ended each child received a
little gift, and all, old and young, received vpretty cards
(sorue of the cards American children have saved and
sent out to us), and then the lights were extinguished
und Mr. Jones showed them some magic lantern nic-
tyves, and teld them about our dear Saviour.

This ended their happy evening, and they had io
go Tack to their dark, cold, dirty homes again. But
ihev will always have one bright thing to remember.
and they have heard once, ut least, that Jesus loves
them: and we hope they will want to now more about
Him and come to our Sunday school to hear. .

Not a lititle of the money for this supper was given
hy the missionary children. One family of four had
received five yen for a Christmas gift. That meant a
sreat deal for them, for, you know, missionaries do not
have much money; but instead of spending it for
themselves, three of them gave all of their shareg for

good meal
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the supper, and the fourth gavo half of hers. You
may be sure thet they had happy hearts as they watched
the poor people eat that night. We are all happy
{o think that we could do this one thing for the poov,
hut the two hundred and fifty who were fed that nighg
are not a quarter of the poor people in Sendai, and
the cold winter has but just begun. So we are all giv-
ing a little each month, and a committee is at work,
seeking out the starving, freezing, suffering ones and
giving them what aid is possible, in Jesus® name.—“The
Japan Evangelist.” '

(Migs A, 8. Buzzell)

Our Canadian Mcthodist Church has no work in |
. Sendai, but for several years the missionary ladies of

our Azabu school have given a feast to the poorest of
the poor among the old people, in addition to the
Christmas entertainments in all the Sunday schools.
Last Christmas, invitations were extended to one
hnundred by the Japanese Evangelistic workers among
them and the children. But fifieen others, who had
had invitations the year before came, too, thinking
that would make it all right for them to come again.
Truly this philanthropic effort is most touching.
What do I mean by “pLilanthropic 7 I mean, doing
aod 1o the bodies of men. This is interwoven inte
all our work—as a meavs to an end—and that end
is the people’s salvation from sin, by teaching them
to know Christ. Many of the Japanese boys and girls
are learning to love Him. Surely our Canadian child-
ren will not witbhold their love ! M. C.
PRERSS S

A SUCCESSFUL MISSIONARY SOCIETY.

she was curled up under the old willow sobbing
woefully, when her four sisters-entered the gate
from school.

“What can be the matter ?” they cried, and
all swooped down upon her, telling her they wera
sorry, and asking what could be ihe trouble.

“Tt’s all because of that bad, wicked old grandma.”
came the tearful answer.
“W-h-u-t?”? in varying tones of astonishment.

“It's about a wicked old grandma who threw s
little Laby girl out for the dogs to cat.”

“Avis Sweet, what are you {alking about?"

Avis sat up, and dried her tears to tell her story.

A letter just came from Miss Ellis, telling mamma
about a cruel old China grandma who took a little baby,
just as soon as God sent it, and threw it out for the
dogs; and one of the mission people found it and
brought it in. And mamma is going to ask our church
to adopt it.”

Well, they won't,” said Violet, grimly.  “If there
is anything this church is absolutely hardened upon.
it is the subject of foreign missions.”

Violet was right. - To all Mrs, Swest's pleading
they turned g deaf car,

Y()U weuld not have supposed she would cry ; but

?
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Deacon Coldstremn was most emphatically against
it; and he was the most influential man in the church
except Mr. Grace, who was very wealthy and welk
Jiked. But he was a very quict man, so Deacon.Cold-
stream usually had his own way.

“Oli—oh—oh 1" wailed Avis, to whom the little waif
seomed strangely near and dear. “I am just going to
take care of her myself.”

“So you shall, darling, and we will all help you,”
50id Dot, hugging their pet.

After a great deal of planning with father and
mother the five girls actually assumed the responsibil-

ity of providing for the little “China baby,” o3 Avis

called her.

Violet was seventeen, Dot fifteen, the twins, Ruth
and Rose, thirteen, and Avis cight.

Quito an undertaking, truly.

“Another hegging society,” said Deacon Cold-
stream.

Dot shut her teeth with a little click to keep the
fuxtmy, saucy answer that rose to her lips from fiying
out. -

“We will not beg one cont,” she said.

“No,” raid Violet, “we will save what little we can.
The rest we will earn; but how #”

(To be continued.)

LEAVES FROM THE BRANCHES.

Nova Scotia Branch.

Bridgetown—The corresponding secretary writes :
“The Alcorn Mission Band is holding its meectings re-
gularly, with a good attendance. At present we are
practicing for a public mecting. We received a very
nice letter from Miss Alcorn, for whom our band is
nwmed; also a photo of her class in Japan. At our last
meeting we had vigitors from the voungest band in
Nova Scolin, the “Venzey” Bund, Granville Fesy.
Some of our membrrs went as delegates to the district
venvention, and had the greai pleasure of hearing
Miss Veazey speak of her work ‘in Japan. We es-
tremed it a high privilege to listen to wne who for fve
years has done such work for Christ. As we listenad
our inferesl grew, and we fec! we know the workers
muel’ hetter, and that our prayers will he more fer-
vend. At Easter we held a tea with the auviliary, and
aised ten dollars.

New Germany.—The “Try Again” Band is meeting
regularly, thongh the attendance is small. One fancy
sale and a public meeting have also been held.

Riteev's Cove.—The “Blackinore” Band reports in-

;;rcasing intorest, wood attendance, and three new mem-
33 v 8
Woodlaws “Workers” are pushing the good work.
Large attendance and four new members.”
MARCIA B. BRAINE,

Band Sccretary,
124 Tower Road, Halifay.

RECITA™IONS.
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THE LITTLE BIRC.

A little bird with feathers brown
Sat singing on a tree—

The song was very goft and low,
But sweet as it could be.

And all the people rassing by
Looked up to see the bird

That made the =sweetest melody
That cver they had heard.

But all the bright eyes looked in valn,
Ior birdle wuas so small,

And with a modest, dark brown. coat,
He had no show at all,

“Why, papa,” little Grecle sald,
“Where can this birdle be ?
It I could sing a song like that,
T'd get where folks could see.”

“I hope my little girl will learm
A lesson from that bird,

And {ry to do what good ‘she can,
Not to be seen mor heard.

“Phat birdic is content to sit
TUmnoticed by the way,

And sweetly sing his Maker's praise
From dawn to closa of day.

“So live, my child, all through your
life '
That b'e it short or long, .
Though others may forget your looks,
“They'll not forget your song.”
—Selected.

e

REMORSE.

I killed a robin. The little thing,
With scarlet breast on a glossy wing,
That comes in the apple tree to sing.

1 flunz a stone as he twittered there,
1 only meant to give him a scare,
But off it went—and hit him aquare.

Lut as I watched him I soon could
see

He never wsuld sing for you or me

Any more in the apple trce.

Never more in the morn. =z light,
Never mote in the sunshine bright, .
‘Trilling his song in gay delight.

And I'm thinking every summer day,
How never, never I can repay 2
The little life that I took away.

—Spdny Dayre, in Youtl's Companion.

et S S s .

*__ The Japanese understand very clearly the dungerous
character of the drink habit,— .

“At the punch-bowl's brink
Iet us pause and think,
What they say {n Japan,
First, the man takes a drink,
Then, the drink takes a drink,
Then, the Jrink takes the man!”

wiysi .



