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FOR OVER SIXTY YEARS
Mee m-m'l SOOTHING BYRUP s been used
taother~ for their children while

send

's Soothing Syrup” for Chlldr-n ’l\-lllnc. lt will relieve the
m little sufferer Depend upon it, mothers, there is
no mistake about it, lleuﬂlbllnl.l. mm.nd
Bowels, cures Wind Colie, softens the Gums, reduces Inflammation,
and gives tonc and energy to the whole aystem, “ Mrs, Winslow's
Boothing Syrup " for children teet) « I8 pleasant to the taste and
is the prescription of one of the ¢ st and best female
rice tw--ty-nn ccnts a bottle.
throughout the world. Be sure and ask for
MR8, WINSLOW'S BOOTHING SYRUP,*
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RE-OPENS — SEPT. 15th, 1903

TWO CHOICE BOOKS FOR 1903
"’ KINGDOM of SONG

Mlhu l!lmdly Schoolt 102 pages ; #2500 per 100 ; $3.00 per
zen ; boards.  One complete copy to any 8.8. Supt. or
postage stamps. Beautif 1 and attra
: - ‘hs tunes sweet and melodious ; hymus Inlpu-
ngnn. “plrits
llLl JCIIOOL SOXG‘
BYA.F M W FOR 1908,
ue hlnule mnll d to any pul«r superintendent, or
Price to schoo's, #20° per 100; §2.60 per
vers. The best ]IIdKFI of Bnnd.ly 8l I|00l
- Teboe Inrge size, 5 x 8 inch
The W, W. WHITNEY C0,, Fubs., Tolvdo, Chio.

SUPERINTENDENTS

A WORD ABOUT
THE LIBRARY
Do you ﬂnd it difficult to raise funds for your

School Libra;
f you do, wrne us,
help

We have a plan that will
ou,
J l{u simple and it carried out will give eplendid
results,
WRITE TO-DAY

The
Epworth League

: With the co-operation of the
DEPARTMENT oF Epucation
4 the school offers a E

¢ TWO-YEAR NORMAL
COURSE

for the training of teachers of
Household Science and Art,
SHORT CU «8 and a Housg-
KEEPERS' COURSE are offered
to those who do not wish to
teach,

E Calendars furnished on request,

MISS HARRIET NORRIS

PRINCIPA,
145 Jarvis Street, - - - - Toronto, ]
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Reading Course
For 1903-1904

It of the f ing 1 H
LESSONS IN LIFE
By DRr. J. G. Houra: A splendid book ‘or

oung people. One of the best that has been put
nto the Cou

OUR CHURCH

y DR. J. L. HURLBUT, What Methodists
belleva and how they work. Adapted to the
Canadian needs.

NATURE’S MIRACLES

y ELISHA GRravy, D., LL.D,

B Pu. Vol. 2.
Energy, Vibration, Exnloslvea

The mgulnr price of these three volumes is as
follows :

** Lessons in Life" CRCIE | |
“Our Church” - PRI SRR A )
" \'nlun ‘s Miraclos” - . . . . 0 60

24

They will be sold in the net. for S} .2& whlch
is about Imll price. If

be added fo hge bes way for Clmles m
secure the book- will be to have them sent by
express,

Order at once and get an early start.

sche !or
ﬂn.. (}.ﬁll
describi u other choil and 2
“THE CH| CHO) w.c'lor llov mulu rlm An-
-Chicago, 50 Michigan Av, ﬂ“‘l 8 i 8t
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Take Time to Pray.
Take time to pray, let no vain care
Intrude between thy soul and God.
The path of humble earnest prayer,
His faithful ones have ever trod.
When earthly cares beset thee sore,
And claim each moment as it flies ;

'Tis then thou needst to pray the more,
If over these thy soul would rise.

Take time to pray, thine own soul’s need
Demands thy first, thy chiefest care ;
For heavenly guidance daily plead,
A loving Father hears thy prayer.
Unnumbered evils wait around,
And seek to lead thy soul astray ;
In prayer alone is refuge ground,
Oh, weary one, take time to pray.

Take time to pray, the church needs those
Who spend much time with God alone ;
Needs humble, trustful, prayerful souls,

Whose source of strength is at his
throne,

Walking each day in heaven’s own light,
They thus their Saviour’s image bear ;

Care cannot crush, nor woes affright,
The faithful souls that live by prayer.

Take time to prv thig world’s great
need,

Is lives whose daily living prove
To sin-sick souls, to hearts that bleed,
The wondrous power of Jesus’ love,
If thou'dst be for his service meet,
Wouldst by thy life his power declare,
Dear soul, sit often at hig feet,
And learn life’s sweetest lesson there,
—M. Carrie Hayward,
Corinth, Ont.
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A Revival in Every School.

HE keynote of endeavour for the
winter months in all our Sunday
Schools and Leagues is revival,

For this great work the religious con-
ferences, which have been held through-
out the country, were a necessary pre-
paration. The Scriptural order is
thus: “ Create in me a clean heart, O
God; and renew a right spirit within
me. Then will I teach transgressors
thy ways; and sinners shall be convrted
unto thee.”” In all Godly sincerity and
earnesiness the ministers and lay m.m-
bers have been uttering this prayer, and
have been seeking the preparation of the
heart, which cometh from God slone.
And God, who is faithtul to his promise,
has not failed in any one of them. The
divine benediction has rested upon these
services in manifold Jdegree and ihe
church is looking confidently for the fur-
ther fulfilment of the word of grace,

The hearty co-operation of officers and
teachers in our schools is earnestly be-
sought. Let all the exercises and instruc-
tions, and all the teaching and singing
and prayers converge to this purpose,
and the year of effort on which we are
entering shall be one of such power and
grace as we have never known.

Sunday School Statistics.

The completion of Schedule G for our
eleven Annual Conferences shows the fol-
lowing results:

No, ot gmchlng A|-pnlmin|menlu 4,602 Inc, 108
g s ...
“

unday School 5 3,481 Ine., 6
Teachers ..., ... >4 « 33,642 Inc., 246
‘" Scholars— rimary classes,.. 77,430 Dec,, 3,172

‘' Scholars—intermediate . . ...
*  Scholars—adults .......... .
* Scholars—Home Depa

BMLcsiihvnessine Dec., 4,549
No, of 8cholars on Cradle Roll ... .. 3,011 Inc., 3,911
** Scholars in Union Schools .. 5,152 Inc.,, 415
Grand total Sunday School force 310,722 Inc,, 2
Contributions for Missions ... ...... #25,068 Inc., $521
b ‘" Educational Fund 682 Inc., 14
- ** Superannuation

Fund 422 Inec., 103

» 8.8, Aid and
Extension 2,881
" * School Purposes.. 150,039
" ** Other purposes . . 5,672

Agrand totalof ,.............. §!
Number of schools uhat cbserved Rall Day
Number of schools that observed Dec?ﬂon Day . 560
Number of scholars who united with

the church during the year.... 10,718 Inec., 1,010

Gro. H, Corxsn, Gen, Con, Statistician,

The Sunday School statistics furnished
by our indefatigable General Conference
statistician, Rev. Dr. Cornish, are full of
suggestion. Thank God for the great
host of over three hundred thousand
young people enrolled in our Sunday
Schools and for the net increase, small
as it is, of twenty-three persons in this
army. Mark Guy Pearse remarked the
other night that we begin to thank God
only after all the losses and lapses from
death, removals and other causes are
made good, which amount to many thou-
sand every year. We should not be un-
mindful of the great work that has been
accomplished in filling the ranks. Still
there is ground for serlous thought in
the decrease in the primary, adult and
home departments,

How far the first of these is due to
the enrolment of the scholars in the
Cradle Roll we cannot tell, but doubt-
iess some of the little tots included in
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the latter list would have come into the

primary classes were it not for the new

departure of organizing the Cradle Roll.

It is gratifying that in the main body
of the school, the intermediates, there
has been an increase of two hundred and
twenty-one, but the decrease in the adults
shows that we have not succeeded in
retaining the older scholars, The trol-
ley car and trolley park and the bicycle
and other Sunday amusements have
doubtless weaned not a few from the
schools. We regret especially that the
Home Department, which showed such
rapid progress and reached over twelve
thousand in membership, shows a de-
crease of one thousand and eighty-eigat.
We hope that earnest effort to extend
this most useful department of Sunday
School work will be promptly made.

It is gratifying to know fhat there has
been an increase of one hundred and
eight preaching appointments, At each
of these surely there should have been a
new school, but we observe an increase
of only six of these schools. We hope
that, especially in the the great North-
West, schools will be established every-
Where in connection witi our work,
There is 'u many of these new appoint-
ments a union school, for we observe an
increase of four hundred and fifteen
scholars in these szhools. This may
explain in part the discrepancy in the
growth of schools and growth of our
churches, but not altogther. We trust
that the ministers and our faithful and
energetic laymen, and especially those
devoted men to whom
S0 largely the extension of our work, the
Chairmen of the Districts and the Mis-
sionary Secretaries in New Ontario and
the North-West, will employ every possi-
ble effort for the extension and improve-
ment of our Sunday Schools. The
Guardian thus comments upon the prog-
ress of the year in both Sunday Schools
and Epworth Leagues:

“ For the first time in our annual re-
port the Home Departmert and the
Cradle Roll presented the results of
efforts in these directions. The activity
in the Home Department was very grati-
fying, and manifested at once the useful-
ness of this service and its great and in-
creasing capability. The General Secre-
tary is contemplating the issue of a
leaf, supplying information regarding
methods of work. Nothing pressed more

upon the Board amid their responsibili-
ties than the evident need of greater
efficiency of instruction in the schools,

is committed *

and better classification and gradation
of classes. To these ends careful con-
sideration was given to Normal Class
work, for the benefit of our army of
faithful teachers. Also to meet an
acknowledged want of our youth, a Sup-
plementary Conrse was adopted, requir-
ing, say, ten minutes of the hour of in-
struction each Sabbath, taking up valy-
able matters as to the Bibla and Church
History not embraced in the Interna-
tional Series. The use of this Supple-
mental Course was adopted Ly the
General Conference. It has been found
both practicable and valuable in the
schools of the Maritime Provinces, whose
representatives on the General Bogrd in
these regards afforded invaluable assist-
ance.

“The Epworth Leagues have very
largely increased their contributions to
the missionary work of the church, and
have been active in many places further-
ing Bible study, especially in their con-
ventions and their Summer Schools for
the study of the Bible and missions, and
kindred evangelisms. There is a mar-
vellous arousing of noble purpose and a
blessed fruit of achievement. Already
there is a strong effort, both through our
colleges and perpetuated and systematic
institutes, to exalt these studies to a
plane of usefulness, universality, and
power hitherto unknown. Al these
matters are of so great interest and
importance that we must refer to them
again, and soon.”

Our Sunday School Periodicals,

THE Sunday School Banner will main-
tain its place in the foremost rank
of Sunday School lesson helps. It
has recently been permanently enlarged,
and not only will copious lesson notes be
furnished, but helpful articles, original
and selected, on improved Sunday School
administration, methods of Bible study,
teachers’ classes, institutes, and the like
will be furnished.

Onward

Increased prominence will be given in
both Onward and Pleasant Hours to
Methodist. and patriotic subjects—the
work and missions of Canadian Meth-
odism, the resources and opportunities of
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this great country which God has given
us—the grandest heritage ever given any
people—and our relations to the world-
wide British Empire, the symbol of law
and order and liberty around the globe.
One of the serials for Onward will be a
story of great power and intense interest
by the celebrated Mrs. Alexander, author
of “The Days of Wesley,” describing
in a fascinating story the days of
Luther. The great events of the
Reformation, which are grouped around
the personal character of that most
lovable of men, the great hearted Mar-
tin Luther, with his career from boy-
hood to serene and sunny ripe old age,
are vividly depicted. The story will be
be splendidly illustrated.

Onward will hereafter be pasted and
trimmed, so there will be no need of
the subscribers cutting the pages. This
small improvement will cost several
hundred dollars a year, yet it is in-
curred in the determination to leave
nothing undone to improve the char-
acter of our papers,

Pleasant Hours (enlarged).

Stories of wholesome and healthy ad-
venture of Canadian home and farm
life and a good strong temperance serial
that will show the ceaseless fight with
the drink traffic will be features of this
paper for 1904. The Sunday School
lesson notes in Pleasant Hours and On-
ward will be splendidly illustrated and
will be a special feature of the year.
Fleasant Hours is to be enlarged in
size and otherwise improved in char-
acter, and although it causes an ad-
ditional expense of some hundreds of
dollars, the price remains as hereto-
fore at the low figure of 25 cents a year
for less than twenty copies, or 24 cents
for over twenty copies to one address.

Senior Quarterly.

The Senior Quarterly is enlarged one-
half in size without any addition to its
price, which is already very low—20
cents a year. This is now a splendidly
illustrated pamphlet of 64 pages and
coloured maps, and admirable helps to
lesson stud;, one of the very best and
cheapest in the market, It should be
in every school. Send for samples.

Our other periodicals, Sunbeam and
Happy Days, Berean Leaf and Berean
Quarterly, Dew Drops, etc., will all
share the continuous improvement,
which is the alm and purpose of both
publisher and editor.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Our Enlarged Senior Quartesly.

The leading Home Department worker
ol another denomination some time ago
pronounced our Senior Quarterly or
Bible Study Home Department Quar-
terly the best of all the quarterlies for
the Home Department. At the begin-
ning of this quarter we added sixteen
pages of reading matter, making it a
quarterly of sixty-four pages, or, count-
ing the full-page map and picture, a
sixty-six-page periodical. Considering
the size of the page and the matter the
bages contain, there is no other Home
Department quarterly to be cownpared
with it.  Notwithstanding this great
enlargement there is no increase in
price. This publication at twenty
cents a year in quantities, or The Sun-
day School Banner, sixty cents, should
be used in every Home Department, and,
with such improved helps, the member-
ship of the Home Department should
be greatly and rapidly increased. Our
Church leads all others in this depart-
ment of Sunday School work, but we
should double the membership in three
months.—Adapted from 8. S. Journal.

Methodist Magazine and Review
for October.

An illustrated article of much import-
ance is “ Rome Revisited,” by the Editor,
who also writes on “ The Romance of the
Fur Trade.” “Glimpses of the Moon,”
“With the Sponge Fishers,” well illus-
trated, are both interesting and instruc-
tive. ~ Mrs. Lauder continues her * Dis-
tinguished Persons I Have Met.” Booker
T. Washington writes on “ The Future of
the American Negro,” and Israel Zang-
will on “ The Return of the Jews." An
interesting account of Jerry McAuley’s
New York mission is given by George
Kennan. Dr. Burwash gives the second
part of “Wesley’s Doctrine of Christian
Perfection,” and Frank T. Bullen con-
cludes his story, “The Apostles of the
South-East.” A sketch of the late Lord
Salisbury, Current Topics, ete., make up
a strong number,

Toronto : William Briggs. Montreal :
C. W. Coates. Halifax: S, F. Huestis,
$2.00 a year ; $1.00 for six months.
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A Stirring Appeal to Sunday School
Workers,

At the meeting of the International
Sunday School Committee, Dr. John
Potts, of Canada, the chairman, said:

' All Sunday School officers, teachers,
and scholars should be total abstainers
and workers for the prohibition of the
liquor trafic. The Sunday School in-
stitution is the greatest temperance
organization on the face‘of the earth,
It has in it a prophetic power that shail
tell on the civic government and the
general legislation of the country in such
4 way as shall ultimately mean the
destruction of what John Wesley desig-
nated slavery, and what I designate the
liquor traffic, ‘ the sum of all villainies.’
From whatever view-point the liquor
traflic is looked at it is the bounden duty
of every person connected with the Sun-
day Schools to educate the children of
the church and of the home in favour
of total abstinence principles and
against the liquor traffic.”

This means much to the cause of
prohibition. Over here were hundreds
of Sunday School workers from all
States. It is a victory to have the in-
fluential chairman of the International
Lesson Committee lay out Sunday School
work along total abstinence and prohibi-
tion lines, not only for one state of our
country, but for all countries included
in the scope of the International Sunday
School Association.—Pioneer.

—

What the Home Department
Staads For.

A Sunday School without a Home De-
partment is an incomplete institution.
Such a school should awake from slum-
ber and be wide-wake enough to add
and effectively work this most important
department.  In regard to it Alice D.
Hamlin has this to say:

“The Home Department has passed its
twenty-first birthday. It has reached
the age when it may stand before the
world for what it i8. It has a char-
acter of its own. It has a work of its
own, also, which no other department
can do. It has been defined as the
church studying the Word of God. The
Home Department has made that possi-

ble, because here the home, the church,
and the Sunday School meet at one
point.  Hence, the whole family are
brought together upon one Plane. At
the time of its organization the church
and the Sunday School were duall

growing apart, and the home was drift-
ing away from both.

“The lesson which is studied is the
same as that used in the Sunday Schoo),
and consequently the entire family,
whether in Sunday School or not, have
the advantages of the same instruction,
Father and mother being interested give
the children impetus to learn more about
it.  The father and mother, thus be-
coming-interested in the Sunday School
lesson, will want to become better
acquainted with the Sunday School, and
thus very often whole families are
brought back to the Sunday School and
the church.”

—_—

Christian Education—The Northfield
Schools.

—
HOW BOYS AND GIRLS PREPARE FOR COLLEGE,

Robert Ingersoll and Dwight L. Meody
were contemporaries. Both died within
a short time of each other. Both were
largely eulogized by the press, though
each stood for radically different prin-
ciples. The memory of the former, how-
ever, has nearly passed away, while that
of the latter is renewed afresh with each
summer migration to his home, and with
each session of his schools. Why this
is so, is because Mr. Moody, casting aside
self, strove to provide for the needs of
others. Passing a hut, one time, on the
mountain-side, he saw some girls, about
the school-girl age, braiding palm-leaf
hats.  There was no school near them,
and they could not afford to go away to
one. After a few questioning remarks
Mr. Moody determined to found a school
for just such girls. That was in 1879.
The school was Northfield Seminary.
Two years later he established a similar
school for boys, and called it Mount
Hermon.

In th onty years since then these
schoo! developed so that last year
the totu, cnrolment was about 1,200, re-
presenting not only nearly every State inm
the Union, but also many foreign coun-
tries.  That these students are the ones
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for whom the school was founded is
shown in the report of the principal of
Northfield Seminary, who says : “ Two-
fifths of our girls have no high school
within reach, one-third are from towns
of 5,000 inhabitants or less, and nearly
one-fifth are farmers’ daughters. Two-
fifths have lost either father or mother,
or both. One-third are giris who have
done something toward self-support.
Twenty-seven are paying their own way,
and ten others are meeting their expenses
in part, while fifty-seven more are being
assisted by the Students’ Aid Society and
scholarships. Our plan is not to accept
&irls whose parents could afford to send
them to more costly schools, nor to accept
those who would be likely *) prove poor
investments,”

The annual report of the principal of
Mount Hermon School has a similar im-
port. Of the 725 boys registered there,
one-third are working their own way.
This is possible from the fact that the
average age of the school is higher than
it is at the ordinary College Preparatory
School, and because the method by which
the school s run is to provide board,
room, and tuition for the students at just
half the actual cost. This opens a way
for nturgé industrious fellows to prepare
for collége, and smile at their empty
pockets. The idea is not a free educa-
tion, but an education possible through
work. That young men and women are
anxious to avail themselves of such a
place is shown when it is known that at
Mount Hermon the ratio of applicants
to vacancies is four to one ; and this year
at Northfield Seminary, for every vacancy
there were seven applicants. This means
that hundreds of deserving men and wo-
men have to be turned away because of
lack of accommodation.

As might be expected from a place con-
nected with D. L. Moody, a strong relig-
fous sentiment permeates both schools,
Dally chapel exercises are held, a well-
established church is maintained, and in
addition, students are required to pursue
courses in Bible the same as in Latin
or Greek. Character, rather than bright-
ness, is the standard by which each stu-
dent is judged, and not infrequently as-
sistance is given to the more vigorous
Christian when the merely clever student
is turned aside. Hence a preparation
for college there means more than the
regulation amount of mathematics and
languages. The goal, however, for which
most students strive is the university or
college, and such is the standard set by
former students that there are few col-

leges in the east but are glad to welcome
idto their halls a boy from Mount Her-
mon, or a girl from Northfield Seminary.
Nor is their confidence misplaced ; four
years of high intellectual training, coupled
with the physical effort of self-support,
and influenced by the health: spiritual
life of Northfield, combine to glve a pre-
paration not only for a college but for
the best and noblest kind of life, And
that is the purpose and first object of the
Moody schools,

—
.

Largest Reported Home Department.

The Church Economist gives the story
of the great Home Department of the
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Sunday
School of New York. Dr. Howard A.
Johnston, the pastor, began the organi-
zation by pr aching a sermon on the
necessity an: value of Bible study. Wise
use was mude of the names furnished
by a visit: ion of the neighbourhond
under ¢ wuspices of the Federation of
Chure! ‘0 persuade all to join the
Home Lepartment who could not be in-
duced to attend the church or the Sun-
day School. It was found that many
were willing to study the Sunday School
lesson regularly at home for thirty
minutes a week, as the Home Depart-
ment plan provides. The work was
pushed with energy, and the department
now numbers 900 members., Three
paid visitors are giving their entire
time to it, in addition to fifty volunteer
visitors. Some excellent features are in
the plan of this department:

1. That the work is done with deter-
mination and energy. The department
is not made a side issue, but it is justly
regarded as an opportunity which God
has given to the church for the exten-
sion of its influence.

2. Each member of the Home Depart-
ment is visited at least once a month.
The visitors give the members the quar-
teriles, and the like, instead of sendng
them by mail or by messenger boy, and
the members are thus given the feeling
that the visitor is personally interested
in them, and that they are considered
by the church as not merely nominal
members of its Sunday School.

3. Members of the Home Department
are not constantly urged to * come to
church.”  This is no part of the plan,
and those in charge of the work feel that
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while it is well to make very clear
the fact that members would be wal-
comed to the church services, the dis-
Inclination felt by some to attend might
be emphasized rather than removed
were there to be a constant hammering
about church attendance. The aim
is to increase Bible study, and while
presence at church service is considered
most desirable, argument for it is not
permitted to cloud the main purpose of
the Home Department,

4. Visitors are instructed to and are
Inclined to make themselves friends of
the families into which they enter. One
of the pald visitors is a trained nurse,
and she finds many opportunities to use
her know!~dge to do good and to make
fricnds for her Bible and her church.
Another visitor one day found a mother
ill and a number of children crying fqr
food. She prepared a meal and helped
along till other assistance came, These
Incidents are just to indicate that the
visitors “do what their hands find to
do.”

5. Where it is possible to do 80, groups
of members are persuaded to meet to-
gether in the home of one of them. The
lesson is then taught by one of the
visitors,

6. Once each month, on the last Sun-
day, at four in the afternoon, Dr. John-
ston meets the members of the depart-
ment and reviews the lesson of the
month. All members do not attend, but
the average constantly increases.

Sunday Schoo! Lessons.

In certain quarters much has been said
about the right kind of lessons to be used
in the Sunday School. Some have sug-
gested one kind, and others have urged
the adoption of something very different.

This association has about forty-four
members, representing nearly every
church in this and other lands, It is
Interesting, therefore, to know the con-
clusions which this body reached.

At the meeting of these editors the
question of having different passages of
Scripture for Jifferent sectlons of the
school, excepting the beginners who can-
not read, was presented and debated, as
was also the advisability of having an
advanced course. The brief but em-
phatic answer to these questions was the

following resolution, which wag unani-
mously adopted:

UNIFORM LESSONS.

“ Resolved, That, with great apprecia-
tion of its value, we cordially indorse the
International Uniform Lesson System.”

This was an emphatic indorsement of
the present International Uniform Les-
son System, and was the result of a care-
ful and very exact study of the actual
condition of
It was not th ere theorists,
but of practical workers who for years,
and some of them for Very many years,
have been in cloge touch with Sunday
Schools throughout the United States
and Canada. After these years of con-
sideration they believe most heartily in
the International Uniform Lesson System,
With its one lesson from the Scriptures
for the school, but with a graded treat-
ment to suit the capacity and need of
each particular grade in the school.

The Uniform Lesson System has stood
the test of many years, and even its
critics admit that it is the best system
for a vast majority of tne schools. Criticg
err when they attribute faults to a system
Wwhen the fault is not in the system but
in the failure of people to work this sys-
tem properly,

The fact is that few schools have mas-
tered the Sunday School lessons in the
six-years’ course, and it is plain that if
they have not mastered such an easy
course, they would not be likely to mas-
ter one that is more difficult; and if the
average teacher does not do thorough
work on the Uniform Course it {s not
likely the teacher would do better work
when the task is harder, The further
fact is that the Sunday Schools have
hardly begun te measure up to the possi-
bilities of the Uniform Lesson System.
At the same time it may be said that the
system never was better worked than
now, and never gave as great satisfaction.
Here and there may be found a few per-
sons who want something else, but the
schools generally approve the system and
are trying to get out of it all that is pos-
sible, and as a result are having consider-
able success.

The Uniform Lesson has great value
for spiritual purposes, and at the same
time has great value in an educational
way, but something more is needed, and
that needed something may easily be sup-
plied. To meet this need the Sunday
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School Editorial Association adopted the
following:

GENERAL PARALLEL LESSONS.

“ Resolved, That in addition to the
Uniform Lessons we also favor the use
of General Lessons (commonly called
Supplemental Lessons) which shall not
interfere with the present Uniform
Léessons, but shall be used in the same
sessions with the Uniform Lessons, and
shall present facts about the books of
the Bible, biblical geography, biblical
history, doctrines, and similar matters
relating to the Bible, and which may be
graded so that with great simplicity for
the younger scholars they may pass to
a profound treatment for advanced or
adult scholars.”

Supplemental is not a good title for
these lessons, for strictly speaking they
Jdo not supplement the lesson. Addition-
al Lessons would be a better title, but
General Lessons is the best of all, be-
cause the lessons are of a general char-
acter, as the resolution reveals, Such
General Lessons need not occupy more
than ten minutes in a session, but in these
ten minutes a number of important facts
can be fixed in the memory, and, with
a little study at home, in the course of
a year the pupil will have gained con-
siderable information, and in the course
of six or ten years a vast fund of know-
ledge.—8. 8. Journal.

——

Adding One Hundred to a Class,

A year and a half ago Judge Going's
class of young ladies was formed, with
a teacher and one pupil, ag one of the
activities of the Belden Avenue Baptist
Church, of Chicago. During this brief
period it has had a remarkable growth,
The teacher, Judge Judson F. Going, and
the one pupil, decided on several dis-
tinctive things as foundation principles
on which to build, and the first one was
obedience. The young lady agreed to
do anything her teacher asked her to do
for the upbuilding of the class. Then it
was decided that manners or dress of
members of the class should not be eriti-
cised, that the good in each member
should be looked for and cultivated, and
that kindness should characterize one
member’s conduct toward another. With
this as the “constitution ” of the class,

the work began in December, 1900.
Teacher and pupil began looking up new
members not connected with their own
church. In a few months sixty mem-
bers were enrolled, and at the end of the
first year over a hundred had been
gained. As to how the remarkable work
progressed, Judge Going writes:

“Our class has a somewhat remark-
able history, beginning with one pupil in
December, 1900, and increasing in num-
bers until to-day we have a hundred and
sixteen members enrolled, It has been
recruited entirely by canvassing outside
the church and Sunday School, seeking
particularly to enlist the interest of
young ladies who were not attending
any Bible class regularly. The method
employed was to follow any clue which
would lead to the discovery of any young
woman between eighteen and twenty-
five years of age. Having located such
a one, she was called upon and invited
to join the class. After she became a
member, the next step was to induce her
to co-operate and do the same kind of
work.  One of the most noticeable facts
in connection with this work has been
that very few to whom an invitation has
been extended have refused finally to
Join the class. oOf course, the manner
in presenting the work has had some-
thing to do in accomplishing the result.
The efforts of the original pupil and
myself have always been characterized
by prayerful earnestness, seeking each
member, not for the benefit of the class,
but for the benefit of the one sought.
After the class passed a membership of
sixty it was divided into circles of seven,
each with a leader, whose duty it was
to become perfectly acquainted with the
home life of her circle, keep track of
their attendance at class, and report to
me reasons for absences from the class
or its functions, The circles have Just
been reorganized, on a basis of ten mem-
bers to each circle, Eight members of
the class are now members of our
church,

“ Every two weeks some social fune-
tion, either at the home of one of the
members or at our class-room, is held.
Having outgrown any class-room avail-
able in our church, a building adjoining
the church, a three-story brick, stone
front, was purchased. The lower floor,
twenty-two by seventy feet, from which
the partitions have been removed, was
decorated, carpeted, and furnished, glv-
ing us an auditorium to seat a hundred
and fifty, and office, kitchen, pantry, and
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bath-room.  The expense of fitting up
the room has been borne by the clags
lreasury, to which contributions were
made by public-pirited Christian men,
as well as the members of the class. The
House Committee of the class have charge
of the rooms evenings, where muesic,
healthful Bames, books, magazines, fur-
nish a very open, pleasant evening'’s
entertainment to the members of the
class, and a place to which prospective
members can brought and made
acquainted. The class parlours are open
also to all the young ladies of the
church.”—S8, 8, Times,

—

Pastor and Bible Study.

Why should a pastor take an active
part in promoting ang directing Bible
study in his church ?

Because he i usually the man who, of
ail members of the church, is best quali-
fied by previous training for this work.

systematic study of the Bible.
Because, both by reason of previous

8e the air is full—for good or
ill—of questions about the Bible, The
young people in his church naturally
and rightly look to him to give them
thought on these questions,

Because if he ig timid or lazy he
will lose the confidence of his people, and
they will turn to other leaders, often
far less safe than he,

Because nothing contributes so much
o permanently good results in church
work, to steadfastness, stability, and
strength as steady, systematic study of
the Bibie. The apostle Paul was g
vigourous evangelizer and counted it

Yet he spent much of his time * con-
firming ” the churches he had already
founded. The study of the Bible is a
great confirming force,

Because to be studying the Bible with
hig church will furnish constant themes
and material for preaching—preaching
that will fit in with the thought of the
congregation, command interested atten-
tion, and stimulate their own study.
The Bible studied with the church is for

Beneral use a far better theme-suggester
and quite as varieq and lpproprhto.w

—_—

Heart Holiness,

—
BY LLEWELLYN A, MORRISON,
—_—

Burneth my sou] with desiring and eager-
ness,
Seeking for Him who doth come from
above;
Mourning my impotence, frailty andg

meagreness:
O, for a mighty infilling of love:

REFRAIN ;
0, for His pureness of motive and
action—
Sanctified purpose and power over
sin !

Winsome in speech, by inherent attrac-
on;
Glowing heart holiness reigning within,
Lowly I lie at the feet of the Lowly
One—
Here at the Cross—who was broken for
me,
Waiting, O Father, 1 walt for the Holy
One,

Promise'd by Him and forthcoming
Thee.

from
Come, Blessed Paraclete!  Spirit of
Purity, .
Come by the

Come as at Pentecost !
Blood !

Thou art the source of all mortal
maturity;
Thou, the Essential Revealer of God.

Come and remove all the evil and wrong
in me;
Teach me the glory and grace of Thy
way

ys.

Come in Thy Sweetness ! Awake a new
song in me,

Freighted with service and fragrant
with praige,

Toronto, Can,
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Sunday School Suggestions.

—
BY SECRETARY OF B.C. CONFERENCE CONVENTION,

I think that all will agree with me
that the Sunday School teachers are
among the most faithful workers in our
churches of to-day, and still these same
workers, from the very fact that they
are faithful, feel that they are not as
well prepared for their duties as they
should be or as they would like to be
and for years efforts have been made to
devise means whereby busy people could
acquire the necessary training for the
work as teachers and officers in Sunday
Schools. Several of these courses of
teaching have come to me lately, among
them the following:

The People’s Bible Institute, conducted
by the Methodist Episcopal Church of
the United States, and of which Rev.
Charles Roads is registrar. Address:
150 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

The Legion of Honor Course, by Prof.
H. M. Mamil, under the International
Sunday School Union, and

The Chautauqua Normal Union, one of
the numerous branches of the great Chau-
tauqua movement, and of which Rev.
Jesse L. Hurlburt is secretary. Address:
Park Flace, Morristown, New Jersey.

Any or all of these books, I think, can
be obtained from our Book Room at To-
ronto, and information regarding the
courses can be obtained from the ad-
dresses given. I trust that every Sunday
School in our connexion will arrange for
some advanced instruction of their
teachers.

—————

Mothers of Churches,

The function of Sunday Schools as
mothers of churches in missionary fields
is strikingly apparent in the report of
the Congregational Sunday School and
Publishing Society for the past year. Of
the one hundred and thirty-one new
churches reported in the Congregational
Year-Book for 1902, over forty-six per
cent. of the whole number had their be-
ginnings in Sunday Schools planted by the
superintendents or missionaries of that
society. Its schools are organized mostly

in places entirely destitute of Christian
institutions; comparatively few in large
towns and cities where room appears for

more. Special care is taken not to in-
trude on ground occupied by other re-
ligious bodies. This work of patriotic
as well as religious concern is carried on
in forty States, but the most pressing
demand for its increase, limited only by
the lack of means, comes from the North-
west and South-west. The Society favors
the old device of “ circuit-riders,” giving
a county or two in charge to one man,
as desirable in many regions. The pro-
fits of the publishing and book-selling
business of the Society, which for the last
year has been the largest in its record,
contribute to its missionary work, for
which comparatively little is given by the
Congregational churches. Forty per cent.
of the entire contributions of the year
came from the offerings on Children’s
Day—nearly twenty-three thousand dol-
lars. The religious pioneer work done
by this and similar societies of other de-
nominations is of inestimable value, and
deserves liberal support.—OQutlook.

Such, also, has been largely the case in
Canada—especially in our great North-
West.

e

New International Lessons.

ZINHE Sixth International Committee,
which recently met in the city of
Washington, has decided upon the

following general scheme of the Uniform

Sunday School Lessons from January,

1906, to December, 1911:

January, 1906, to June, 1907—An
eighteen-months’ series on the Life and
Character of Jesus, as given by the
Synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark, and
Luke.

July, 1907, to June, 1908—A full year of
Old Testament studies, the first six
months taking up Stories of the Patri-
archs, the second six months on the
Making of Israel, or from Moses to
Samuel.

July to December, 1908—The Words and
Works of Jesus (or studies in John,
logically supplementing the synoptic
studies of the year previous).

January to December, 1909—A full year
on the Expansion of the Early Church,
from the Acts and the Epistles.

January to December, 1910—A full year
on the Glory and Decline of Israel (or
from Samuel to Isaiah.)

January to June, 1911—Studies in Luke
on the Son of Man.
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) in- July to December, 1911—The Captivity as to demana that we study it ag we
' re- and Return of Israel, from Isaiah to  would a scientific text-book,
iotic Malachi, In this new scheme, covering six years,
d on There appears to have been an effort there is one consecutive course covering
sing to disarm certain criticisms Which have a year and a half, and three other courses
7 by been based upon what have been regarded each covering a full year of consecutive
rthe s abrupt breaks in the serjes of lessons. study, leaving three courses of six months
vors This criticism has been rather persistent each, Doubtless this wil] give general
ving and vigorous in certain directions, and satisfaction, and especially to those who
nan, an impression has been made, though we have been demanding greater continuity,
pro- have not felt there Was as much point —§, §, Journal,

ling in the criticism as some have supposed,

last In the first place, the Bible is not like

ord, a text-book on mathematics that must be

for studied consecutively from the beginning,

the but is a book on morals and religion 1y A Good Symptom,

ent. many cases embedded in historic mcident,

year and conaequenlhly may be u\kenl up at T

en’s almost any place, For example, one .
dol- might begin with the gospels or with the  Dr. Oscar F. Safford, D.D, in the Sun-
lone book of Genesis. day School Helper, thus comments on the
de& & Sdeconsdc,h ltlll l:l:tl t.pr?‘ctltt:lblekilu the increasing interest in the preparation of
an unday ool, w short weekly ses-

sion, to begin, say, with Genesis, and in sund.uy school teachers for thejr great

e in order go straight through the entire Work:

rth- Bible.  There is not time enough for

We note that Several of our Sunday
that, especially wshce; l% isa {mt that the g.p 1 Associations have voted to make
oniyage Sunday School scholar averages teacher-preparation the principal busi-
Wity % Jew years in the Sunday School. pess of their sessions this year. To ng
With such conditions, it may be wiser better work can any Sunday School
to take up h. p(‘)rtlon of the Oldl Testa- organization devote {tselr

ment, and then in a comparatively short i

period pass to the New Testament, or from No need in our schools is more urgent

tee, the New pass to the Old, rather than to than that of adequate teaching, .
' of sbend a long time going through the Olq Our pre:entht‘e?l;lng ;“’”d"d Is ?"h'
the Testament, without any study of the text ”"l‘e Say 100 high for the average of our

of the New, or devoting a long period to Aability. Our failure, therefore 18, not in
rm the New Testament without any textual Our standard, but in not more rapidly
ATy, study of the Old, for, by frequently pass- lessening the distance between our

Ing from one to the other within a few standard and our achievement,

years, the average scholar will in a short We do not believe that our Sunday
-An time gain a general familiarity with both, School teaching was ever of better quality
and At the same time, judgment should be or was ever fulfilled with more self-sacri-
the used in determining the time for the ficing faithfulness than in these days in
and transitions,

Third, by passing from one section to unsatisfied with our pr
another at comparatively brief intervals, success.

Our teachers ought to be sys-

* of religious impressions can be made just tematically encouraged and helped They

Bix as certainly as the preacher can make need to be enabled, by comparison of ex-

tri- moral and religious impressions by his perience and mutual touch of heart, to
the sermons which are based upon texts kindle and encourage each other,

to selected here and there in quick succes- When «any Sunday School association

sion, and without any special order from therefore sets itself practically and dir-

ind all parts of the sacred Scriptures, ectly to the business of helping our work-

hn, It is time for critics who would treat ing and lelr-ucrlﬂclng teachers, who are

tic the Bible as they do a Scientific treatise

in the main willing and even anxious to
to recognize the fact that the Bible is

do the best they can, it is an encouraging
bar differently constructed and has a differ- symptom,
ch, ent purpose, and, consequently, must be
treated in a different way. Indeed, some —_—
::: of these very critics are quick to tell us
that the Bible is very different from an The more your religion costs you, the
ke ordinary schoolbook, or a book on some richer returns it wi bring you,—Theo-

science, and yet they are so inconsistent dore L. Cuyler,

e o o St
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Multiplying Church Buildings.

All the Christian world was thrilled
a few years ago by the then Chaplain
McCabe's telegram to Robert G. Inger-
soll, who had declared that Christianity
was declining and that churches were
dying out: “We are building three
churches daily in the Methodist Epis-
copal Church.” Dr. Josiah Strong gives
Lhe present-day situation in the following
paragraph:

Carefully compiled statistics show that
fifteen new church buildings are being
erected every day in the year in the
United States. As to the part taken
by each denomination authorities agree
that the following figures are substan-
Ually correct: Methodists build three
churches a day, Baptists two, Lutherans
one and one-half, Catholics one and one-
half, Presbyterians one, Episcopalians
and  Congregationalists three-quarters,
and miscellaneous, which would include
the Reformed, United Presbyterians,
Disciples of Christ, United Brethren, and
Southern Presbyterians, Baptist, and
Methodist bodies, one and one-half.
The average cost per church building,
including all bodies, is $7,000. The
average daily expenditure for church
buildings, therefore, is $105,000.—. 8.
Journal.

World’s Fourth Sunday School
Coavention, Jerusalem,
April 18-20, 1904,

Now, at the opening of the fall-winter
season of 1903-4, I want to give you an
idea of the progress of the plans for the
World’s Fourth Sunday School Conven-
tion, for which we are to sail in but half
a year. To those who are preparing for
an absence of a few months such an in-
terval is not long,

First, let me say that there are to be
two ships for the convention—not two
from America, as has been discussed, but
one from our continent (the * Grosser
Kurfurst ”) and the other from England
(the “ Furst Bismarck ). The former is
to leave New York on Tuesday, March 8,
1904, returning due Wednesday, May 18,
1904, A prospectus giving the itiner-
ary, cost, etc.,, will be sent to any one
not supplied, on application. The Buro-
pean steamer starts on April 1, 1904, on

an independent schedule, but covering
much the same ground, and joining the
American one for the convention.

The United States and Canadian dele-
gation is formed chiefty by appointments
proportionate to the Sunday School
strength, numerically, of the different
States and Provinces. Such appointments
are substantially made, but some others
may yet obtain credentials as delegates
from the World’s Committee, aven if their
State’s quota is filled ; those desiring such
appointment should make their applica-
tion at once, with deposit of $25, to Trea-
surer W. N. Hartshorn, 120 Boylston
Street, Boston.  Of the remaining berths
most are in the $460 to $750 classifica-
tion.  Certificates of membership in the
“* Grosser Kurfurst ” party are now being
issued.

All who have made deposits up to and
including August, 1903, should remember
that the second payment of $25 is due
September 1, 1903, and should be sent to
the Mercantile Trust Co., of Boston, by
whom it is applied on the contract for
berths with the steamship agent, and to
whom the final payment should be made
two months before sailing.

The interest in the project on both
sides of the water increases. Men and
women, strong intellectually and spiri-
tually, have been appointed, and are en-
gaging accommodations. The cruise
bids fair to be the most noteworthy
Christian social event of our times.

I shall be very glad to hear from any
one on any phase of the subject. On be-
half of the committee, I am,

Fraternally yours,
E. K. WARREN.

Parting Words.

God will take care of you. All through
the day
He is beside you to keep you from ill;
Working or resting, at work or at play,
God still is with you, and watches you
still.

He will take care of you. All through
the night
He, the Good Shepherd, his flock safely
keeps ;
Darkness to Him is the same as the light;
He never slumbers, and he never
sleeps.
—Havergal.
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How to Start on Time.

Start a Sunday School on time even if
you have to start almost a minute before
time ! The cure for lagging teachers
and pupils is to have the teaching service
already started at the hour promised.
Just as surely as a Superintendent waits
five, or ten, or fifteen minutes, just so
surely is his school going to be filled five,
or ten, or fi‘teen minutes late, A rail-
road train scheduled to leave at 2.30 is

Studies in the OId Test.

xiii

late if 1t doesn’t move at that time, even
though the conductor calls * Al aboard !
and flourishes hig hands, and tellg the
people to ““hurry up.” Until the signal
to go is given, the sophisticated are not

doomsday, but the sophisticateq know
that “ there is no cause for alarm " untij]
the opening hymn is actually begun,—
5. 8. T'mes.

. Oot. 4.—Davip Brines vp THR ARK. 2
B lhnd’y v8. 1-19, Commit ve, 11,12, (Read

1 Chron. cha, 18, 1 16; also 2 Sam., 65: 17-25.) Goubey
84: 4. Blessed are they that dwell o thy

11.—Gov's Covanant wrra Davip, 2 8am. 7: 4.

8. Stady vs, 1.29, Commit ve, 8, 9, &Oom&n 1 Chron,
7 and Ps. 89, Itead 2 Sam. chs. §-1 DEN Trxr :
Sam. 7: 16, Thy throne shall be lished for ever,

3. Oot. 18.—Davi's Coxrnssion. Ps, 51 1-17. Study
e 110, Commit vs. 14, (Read 1 Sam. chs,
Mmuu Taxr: Ps, 61:10. Create in me a clean heart, 0

4. Oct. 25.—David's Jor Ovas Foraivenmss, Py, g9,
Commit ve. 6.7. (Read Rom, chs. 4, 5.) GoupeN Texy:
Po.81:1. Bl is he whose transgression is torgiven,
whose sin is covered,

. Nov. 1.—Davib aND Amsaron. 2 Sam. 15: 1.12,
Study ve. 1-28, Commit ve, 4.6, (Read 2 Sam. ohs. 13,
14.) Geuomx rm;l:.n: 12, b‘oﬁom thy lnt&nrlnng

mother : that ¢ y8 may Ng upon the lan
"l’llh the Lord thy giveth thee,

8. Nov. 8.—Davio's Grisy ?vn ABsALOM. 2 Sam. 18
1}

Commit ve. 3183, (Read 2 Sam. cha, 16.20,)
Gowoww Taxr: Prov, 17: 25, A foolish son is a grief to
his tather

L lﬂ..lﬁ.—blm Trust m Goo, Py, 23. Commit
. 18, Gouomw Tuxr: P, 23:1, The Lord is my shep-
herd ; 1 shall not want,

Lesson 8. Nov. 22 —Tun Cuass OF 8TRONG DRiwk,
(Worid's Temperance Lesson.) Prov, 20:1; 28: 20,
21, 20.35. Commit 28 : 29.89, Govun Texr: Prov, 20: 1
Wine is & mocker,

. Nov. 20.—Daviv's Cnares 10 SoLoow, 1 Chron,
28:1-10,  Commit vs, 9, 10, 1,Rud 1 Chron, chs. 21-29,)
GouoeN Tuxr: Prov. 8: b, rust in the Lord with ail
thine heart,

10. Dec. 6.—SoLoMoN's Wiss CHoics, 1 Kiugs 8: 4-15,
Study 8:1-15; 4 2034, Commit vs, 12, 18, (Read 1
Kings chs, 1.4, Compare 1 Chron, chs. 57.) Gouoww
TRXT : Prov, 9:10, The fear of the Lord is the beginning

wisdom

of 5

11. Dec. 13.—Tur Droicariox or THS TEurLe, 1 Kj

8:111, 62, 63. Study va. 1-30, 62, 68, Commit vs, l.lf

1 Kings chs, 5.8 ; 2 Chron. chs, 5-7.) GoOLDRN Trxr:

. 122:1. 1 was glad when they said unto me, Let us
#0 into the house of the Lord,

12. Dec. 20, QUEEN OF SHEBA Visirs Soromon,

Or, Tas Bikta op CHRIST. (Christmas Lesson.) Mats,
'l';l-n Commit ve, 10, 11, (l%eul Is. 7:14.16 ; J: 1.16.)

SR A T el e
'esus : for he save his € from their sing,
18. Dec. 3 m

ORDER OF SERVICES—FOURTH QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE,
L
mw

W

IVE SENTRNCES, [Prov. 15, 26-38.)
The thoughts of the wicked are an abom-
ination to the Logp :

But the words of the pure are pleasant

§
:

He that is greedy of gain troubleth his
own house H

But he that hateth shall live,

The heart of the righteous studieth to
answer :

h:'ltl‘o mouth of the wicked poureth out

Ridbomst,
prayer

The light of the €8 rejoiceth the heart :

ﬁh & good r‘c’pon maketh the bones

The ear
abideth mf wise,

lomm:m.h truction despiseth his
own soul :

ll'lu:n that heareth reproot gotteth

3 mmm o 1# the instruction of

Somoot. And before hoaour is kumility,  *

Mh-mhthnpmldmu
nsi

HESEE

H

IIL 8ixaixe,
IV. Tur Tey CoMMANDMENTS, OR THK APosTLRS' ()
¥ gl:nu, followed by the Lord's Prayer in conoert,

Vi 61N,
LESSON SERVICE,
L Cuass Stupr or Tus Lussox,
1L, 8ixoiNe Lxssox Hrun,
1L Reorrarion or TIIEI'HJ AND GoLDAN Taxr by the

IV, Review anp APPLICATION OF THE Lrsson by Pastor or
Superintendent,
V. AvbitioNar Lessox, [Special lesson in the Church
ism may here be introduced. |
VI, Axsouncemests [especia'ly of the Church service and
the orth e and Wweek-evening

Pprayer meetings,
CLOSING SEPVICR,
L Sivee,
. RESPONSIVE SENTRNCERS, (Pea, 28. 6, 7.)
Surr.  Blessed be the Lo

RD, because he hath

hnrdthavdnolmy Tsuowou
ScrooL. 'nulanhnyln my shield ;
:z heart trusted in him, and | am

with -’-’w::mﬂﬂ 1 u-b’:’:l':“' -
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Bible Lessons.

FOURTH QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT,

LESSON V. David and Absalom.

GOLDEN TEXT. Honor thy father and th
land which the Lord thy God

AUTHORKZED VERSION,

[Study also verses 13-23. Read 2 Sam. chap-
ters 13, 14.]

2 Sam, 15. 1-13, [ Commit to memory verses 4-6, ]

1 And it came to pass after this, that Ab'sa-
lom prepared him chariots and horses, and fifty
wmen to run before him.

2 And Ab'sa-lom rose up early, and stood be-
side the way of the gate: and it was so, that
when any man that had a controversy came to
the king for judgment, then Ab'sa-lom called
unto him, and said, Of what city art thou? And
he said, El‘h)' servant is of one of the tribes of
Is'ra-el.

3 And Ab'sa-lom said unto him, See, thy
matters are good and right ; but there is no man
deputed of the king to hear thee.

4 Ab'sa-lom said moreover, Oh that I were
made judge in the land, that every man which
hath_any suit or cause might come unto me,
and I would do him justice!

G And it was so, that when any man came
nigh te him to do him obeisance, he put forth
his hand, and took him, and kissed him.

6 And on this manner did Ab'sa-lom to all
Is'ra-el that came to the king for judgment :
s0 Ab'sa-lom stole the hearts of the men of
Is'ra-el.

7 And it came to pass after forty years, that
Ab'sa-lom said unto the king, I Prny thee, let
me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed
unto the Logrp, in He'bron.

8 For thy servant vowed a vow while T abode
at Ge'shur in Syr'i-a, saying, If the Lorp shall
bring me again indeed to e-ru'sa-lem, then I
will serve the Lorb,

9 And the king said unto him, Go in peace.
8o he arose, and went to He'bron,

10 But Ab'sa-lom sent spies throughout all
the tribes of Is'ra-el, saying, As soon as ye hear
the sound of the trum t, then ye shall say,
Ab'sa-lom reigneth in H';(')bron.

11 And_with Ab'sa-lom went two hundred
men out of Je-ru'sa-lem, that were called ; and
they went in their simplicity, and they knew
not anything.

12 And Ab'sa-lom sent for A-hith" -phel the
Gi'lo-nite, Da'vid's coungelor, from his city,
even from Gi'loh, while he offered sacrifices.
And the conspiracy was n‘ron;; for the people
increased continually with Ab 'sa-lom.

b ot g

[Nov. §

y mother : that thy days may be long upon the
giveth thee. Exod. 20, 12,
REvisED VERsion.*

1 And it came to pass after this, that Absa-
lom prepared him a chariot and horses, and fifty
men to run before him. 2 And Absalom rose up
early, and stood beside the way of the gate: and
it was so, that, when any man had a suit which
should come to the king for judgment, then Ab-
salom called unto him, and said, Of what city
art thou? And he said, Thy servant is of one
of the tribes of Israel. 8 And Absalom said
unto him, See, thy matters are good and right;
but there is no man deputed of the king to hear
thee. 4 Absalom said moreover, Oh that I were
made judge in the land, that every man who
hath any suit or cause might come unto me, and
I would do him justice! 5 And it was so, that,
when any man came nigh to do him obeisance,
he put forth his hand, and took hold of him, and
kissed him. 6 And on this manner did Absalom
to all Israel that came to the king for judg-
ment: so Absalom stole the hearts of the men
of Israel,

7 And it came to pass at the end of forty
vears, that Absalom said unto the king, T pray
thee, let me go and pay my vow, which T have
vowed unto Jehovah, in Hebron. 8 For thy
servant vowed a vow while I abode at Geshur
in Syria, saying, If Jehovah shall indeed bring
me again to Jerusalem, then I will serve Jeho-
vah. 9 And the king said unto him, Go in peace.
8o he arose, and went to Hebron, 10 But Absa-
lom sent spies throughout all the tribes of
Israel, saying, As soon as ye hear the sound of
the trumpet, then ye shall say, Absalom is king
in Hebron. 11 And with Absalom went two
hundred men out of Jerusalem, that were in-
vited, and went in their simplicity ; and they
knew not anything. 12 And Absalom sent for
Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's counselor, from
his city, even from Giloh, while he was offering
the sacrifices. And the conspiracy was strong;
for the people increased continually with Absa-
lom.

*The Revised Versiorn right 1901, by Thomas Nelson
& copyrigl
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Time.—B, C, 1024 and 1023, Places.— 3. Rebellion (v, 10-12) —What

Jerusalem and Hebron, understand by “spies” and by

the trumpet”? Recall

Home R“d‘“‘“ Ahithophel, Why did the people “increase con-

AL The King's son. 2 Sam, 14, 25-33, tinually with Absalom”? Read carefully the

Tw. David and Absalom, 2 Sap, . 1-12, supplementary verses (13-23). What is the
W. A sad fiight. 2 Sam. 15, 13

. GOLDEN TexT?
Th. David’s trust, 2 Sam. 15, 24.37,
. Absalom’s wicked intent, 2 Sam, 17, 1-14, Questions for Intermediate Scholars,

N. 'The undutiful son, Prov. 19, 1¢-2¢, 1. Absalom Winning the Favor of the Peo-
8. Honor to parents, Mark 7, 5-13. ple (v. 1-6).—Who was

73

are we to
“the sound of
the facts concerning

Absalom? What was
bis personal appearance? What display did he
Lesson Hymas, make? What did he do with those who came
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 34, with lawsuits to the king? What impression
lwuawmdering sheep, did he make upon them?
s

What did he say
1 did not love the fold ; alout himself? How did he treat those who
1 did not love my Shepherd’s voice,

did homage to him? What was the result of
I would not be cont olled, these things?

2. Absalom Pretending to RBe Religious (v,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 32, 7-9).—What request did Absalom make? What
b f worda, . reason did he give? What was he doing at
¢ i gl oV Geshur? What did David do for him?
All promise, all fulfilment,

3. Absalom Perfects Arran
the Throne (v, 10-12) .—Wheo were sent out
through all the land? What were they to do?

. Who went to Hebron from Jerusalem ? Why
'mdlnad.lan Hymnat, No. 3& " did they go? What eminent man di¢ Absalom
Beeking the lost, es, kindly entreating &et on his side? What way the prospect of Ab-~
‘anderers on the mountain atray ;
“"

me unto me,” his messa, repeating, salom's success?
Words of the Master speaking to-day,

Questions for Senior Scholars,

gements to Seize
And end of mystery !

Questions for Younger Scholars,
Who was the treacherous son of David?

Introduction, Why had Absalom been exiled -lbsalom. How did Absalom look? What did
to Geshur? How wag he recalled? How long he want to be? FHaq hie cver done wrong? fe
before our lesson's date? Was David's treat-  had killed his brother Amnon. Where did he
ment of Absalom politic, strong? Was Joab Ab-  now live? Jp Jerusalem, What did he begin
salom's friend?  Wag Joab David's friend? to do? Why? Diq pe really feel kind toward
How was Joab related to David? the people? What is the worst of sins? To
% Corruption (v, 1-6) . —How long was Ab- seem to be good when e are not. What diq
salom hatching his plans? For what purpose  Absalom ask of the king at last? What Jie did
did he prepare chariots and horses and fifty he tell? What wicked plan wag in his mind?
runners?  What wags his purpose in standing Did the king know about it? What had Absa-
beside “the way of the gate"? What impres-  lom failed to do? To ask counsel of God,
sion did Absalom make on the men who came
to the king for judgment ? What may we infer
from the fact that “there was no man deputed The Condensed Review.
of the king” (o hear complaints?

What may 1. Who was Absalom? Dapid’s oldest living
we infer from the fact that no one reported Ab-

son. 2. What purpose had he formed concern-

salom'’s conduct to the king? Why did Absalom ing his father? To dethrone him and become
choose  Ahithophel instead of Hushai? What  king, 3, What course did be pursue with the
may have caused Ahithophel's disloyalty ? people?  He turned them against the king,

2, Hypocrisy (v. 7~9).-Why did Absalom 4. What step did he t

k0 to Hebron? What kind of impression did pose ? 5. Into what
Absalom’s explanation of hig desire to go to sins did his course lead him? Hypocrisy, lying,
Hebron make on David? How was it that Ab-  adultery, ang murder. 6. What one of God's
, David's  commands did he rotoriously break? GoLpEx

Wn country ? . XT: “Honor thy,” ete,




g

e D —

e e uS———

74 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

The Church Catechism,

47, What are our duties to our family? Our
duties to our family are the duties to each other
of husband and wife, parent and child, brother

[Nov. 1.

and sister, master and servant, as set forth in the
Scriptures.

Colossians 4, 1. Masters, give unto your ser-
vants that which is just and equal; knowing that
yeo also have a Master in heaven.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Disrespect of Parents,

I. A TUREAT AGAINST S0CIAL ORDER,

There is a generation that curseth their
father, and doth not bless their mother.
Prov. 30, 11,

Perilous times shall come; for men shall be
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,
2 Tim. 8. 1, 2,

IT. A SN or FouLy,

A fool despiseth his father's instruetion,
Prov. 15, 5,

A foolish man despiseth his mother,
15. 20,

ITL. A Source or HUMAN GRigr,

A foolish son is the calamity of his father,

Prov. 19, 13.

Prov.

A foolish son is bitterness to her that bare
him. Prov, 17, 25,
IV. DISOBEDIENCE T0 Gob'S COMMAND,

Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy
days may be long upon the land which the
Lord thy God giveth thee, Exod. 20. 12,

Whoso curseth father or mother, let him die
the death. Mark 7. 10,

V. SEVERELY PUNISHED BY Gob,

Cursed be he that setteth light by his father
or his mother. Deut. 27. 16,

The eye that mocketh at his father, and de
spiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of
the valley shall pick it out, and the young
eagles shall eat it. Prov, 30. 17.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

The historic passages last studied by us record the

formal establishment of the worship of Jehovah in

Jerusalem (Lesson I, 2 8am, 6, 1-12), and the covenant God made with David when the erection of a templ
was first proposed (Lesson II, 2 8am, 7. 4-16). The chronologic order it is not easy to trace. But David's
great sin is placed by most authorities midway between these events and Absalom’s rebellion. Psalms 51

and 32 (Lessons ITI and IV) have been treated as Da

vid's confession of sin and his Jjoy over forgiveness

There is not to be found in all history or fiction a more impressive example of the ramifications of divine

Jjustice, the working out of God’s i

law of ¢

than that furnished by David’s later life

His indulgence of guilty passion proved to be the first link in a long chain of disasters, blunders, and sins,
which involved the wreck of several lives and the saddening of uncounted homes, God had pardoned his
sin, and again David experienced the joy of conscious salvation. But the seed sown brought forth a dread-
ful harvest. One son, Amnon, followed David's example in licentiousness i another son, Absalom, followed
itin murder ; the king’s trusted counselor, Ahithophel (see 2 8am. 11. 3 23 34), followed it in treachery ; his
general, Joab, sharing David’s guilty secrct, held him in his power. And all this was only a fraction of the
earthly consequences of the sin with Bath-sheba, Fully to understand our lesson we must further follow
Absalom’s career. Having killed Amnon, he fled for protection to his grandfather, the king of Geshur.
Three years were spent there in exile, and two more within the confines of Judah, in banishment from the
court. But the heart of David yearned for his wayward son, and at length by the instrumentality of Joab
areconciliation was effected. Then, with restored opportunities, Absalom began to plot for his father's

throne,

Verse 1. After this. After the events re-
corded in 2 Sam. 13, Amnon, David's eldest
son, had ruined his half-sister Tamar, who was
Absalom’s full sister. David was “very wroth”
with Amnon, but, according to the Septuagint,
did not punish him, “for he loved him, because
he was his firstborn.” Absalom avenged his
sister's wrong by the assassination of Amnon,
and then fled to Geshur. After three years

he was recalled without being granted a full
pardon and for two years longer was kept wait-
ing before restoration to the favor of the king.
David's treatment of him throughout was sin-
gularly unwise. After his restoration Absalom
prepared him chariots [“a chariot”) and horses,
and fifty men to run before him, as a guard of
honor. The chariot was a novelty in Jerusa
lem. [H. P. Smith.] This great show of dig
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nity would suggest to the populace a claim to
the succession, which would be greatly strength-
ened by the personal beauty and affability of
the prince. That Absalom was now David's
eldest living son (apparently) would not of it-
self count much for heirship to the throne,
according to oriental usage. But no other
choice had as yet publicly been made by Da-
vid (1 Kings 1. 27), and Absalom was the
only son who was of royal blood on both sides,

2. Absalom rose up early. Habitually, He
showed promptitude and energy in working out
his wicked plans, The way of the gate was the
road to the royal palace, at the gate of which
the king might be expected to administer jus-
tice,  So “The Sublime Porte,” a common
synonym for the government of Turkey, is the
French equivalent of “The High Gate” of the
Sultan’s palace in Constantinople, Apparently
David had grown, in these later years, remiss
in bis judicial duties. When any man that had
a controversy came to the king for judgment
[“When any man had a suit which should come
to the king for judgment”], Such a man would
come to the Gate, After wearily waiting, in a
great crowd of appellants, for a king who per-
haps never appeared, he would be overwhelmed
by the gracious interest in his case shown by
the heir-apparent. Thy servant is of one of the
tribes of Israel. In each case the particular
tribe and city would be named,

3. Absalom said unto him.  After hearing his
grievance. See, thy matters are good and right,
He espouses the cause of every man he talks
with, and declares that the complainants have
no chance of justice, but if only he could have
his way all would be well, But there is no
man deputed of the king to hear thee. There
was a lack of administrative detail, In place
of any attempt at reform, Absalom, intent on
stirring up dissatisfaction, insinuates that the
king is careless of their wrongs,

4. 0, that I were made judge in the land that
every man which [“who”] hath any suit or
cause might come unto me, and I would do him
justice. Personal ambition is not suggested by
these words (for as prince Absalom outranked
any judge), but an earnest desire for the pub-
lic welfare. His life of idle luxury is not of
his own choice; he longs for usefulness; and,
without naming his father, all blame for prev-
alent injustice is passed over to him.

5. When any man came nigh to him [omit
“to him"] to do him obeisance, he put forth his
hand, and took [“hold of”] him, and kissed
him.  Such condescension could not but be
highly appreciated and widely talked about.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 715

6. So that it is no wonder that Absalom stole
the hearts of the men of Israel. The beauty of
this phrase deserves consideration, The loyalty
that was due the king was wrongfully trans-
ferred to Absalom.

7. After [“at the end of”] forty years, There
is a chronological dificulty here, The Author-
ized Version tries to get rid of it by counting
the forty years from David's anointing, re-
corded in 1 Sam. 16, 1, which would be equiva-
lent to four years from Absalom’s restoration.
The Syriac and some editions of the Septuagint
read “four years," which is probably correct—
the time spent in developing the conspiracy.
When all was ripe for rebellion Absalom seid
unto the king, I pray thee, let me go and pay
my vow, which I have vowed unto the Lord
[“Jehovah”], in Hebron, The plausibility of
this plea rested on the fact that Hebron was
Absalom's birthplace, It was, also, the chief
city of Judah, through which tyibe, though Da-
vid had sprung from it, disloyalty was widely
spread. (See 2 Sam, 19, 11.) “Possibly Judah
resented its absorption into the nation at
large,” and the city in which David's first
throne was set and his first court held may not
have forgiven the transfer of power to Jeru-
salem, There are some indications that the
legal structure of the tribes which afterward
were formed into the northern kingdom was
more complete than that of Judah; and we
may suppose that the larger part of the com-
plainants with whom Absalom ingratiated him-
self came from Judab.

8. Thy servant vowed a vow. Compare
Jacob's vow, Gen, 28, 20-22, While I abode at
Geshur in Syria. A refugee from justice, 7
will serve the Lord [“Jehovah”), By appear-
ing before him personally with a sacrifice,

9. David's ignorance of the prevailing dis-
loyalty is astonishing. All Judah seems to have
been ready to dethrone him; and he does not
suspect it. The keen perception which had
been 5o useful to him in early years was now
disused. Even stranger than David's lack of
suspicion seems to have been that of Joab and
Zadok and others in high position.

10. Very elaborate preparation for the revo-
lution had been made. Emissaries were now
sent through all the land. The sound of the
trumpet, blown in Hebron at the hour of Absa-
lom’s coronation, and sounded on from town to
town, was the signal for a formal proclama-
tion of the new king. And so well were these
plans carried out that there is no record of any
immediate armed resistance, *

11. With Absalom went two hundred men




e

» out of Jerusalem. As guests; representatives,
probably, of the lcading families of Jerusalem,
They went in their simplicity, ignorant of the
conspiracy. If Absalom succeeded in winning
their favor they would be invaluable on their
return to Jerusalem. If not, they might have
“value as hostages in his hands.”

12. Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilo-
nite. “From the later narrative we conclude
that this man was the soul of the rebellion,”
He was David's counselor, and his advice was
valued as “an oracle of God” (2 Sam. 16,
23). A man of the same name was grand-

HOMILETICAL AND

“The second period of David's reign at Jeru-
w8alem opens with his great sin, and a large
portion of the book of Samuel is devoted to
tracing the punishment of that sin in a series
of calamities partly involving the whole nation
and partly affecting his own family. David's
great sin, although freely and fully pardoned,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

[Nowv. 1,

father of Bathsheba, and this may have had
something to do with the presend treason,
Giloh is not yet certainly identified. It was
one of the towns of the hill-country of Judah.
Not far from Bethlehem are two ruined places
with similar names—Beit Jalg and Jala, the
latter of which is now supposed to represent
Giloh, He offered sacrifices, By fulfilling his
program he gave time for the conspirators to
reach Hebron, And the conspiracy was strong ;
for the people increased continually with Absa-
lom. This may have been the result of Ahitho-
phel's activity,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

vow which he had taken during

. Geshur, Knowing the depth and sincerity of
his father's piety, he could feel well assured
that he would be only too glad to discover and
encourage any similar state of mind in his
wayward but favorite son,

his exile at

was nevertheless punished, and the isk

At Heb Absalom was joined by David's

came from the same source as the sin,”—Cam-
bridge Bible,

Absalom’s murder of his brother Amnon was
ostensibly for revenge, but this was not the
only, or probably the dominant, motive, Am-
non was the heir apparent to the throne, and
his death would gratify his unholy ambition,

Absalom’s conspiracy began after his return
to court, from which he had been banished on
account of Amnon’s murder. He was recalled
from exile after three years' absence through
Joab's stratagem, but not admitted to the royal
presence until two years later. “To recall
Absalom without granting him a full pardon
was ill judged; to readmit him to favor after
he had been irritated by two years' seclusion
from court, without the slightest sign of re-
pentance, was fatal.”"—Cambridge Bible,

Absalom stole the hearts of the people by
resorting to the usual methods recognized the
world over as the arts employed by the dema-
gogue,

“How he did seem to dive into their hearts,

With humble and familiar courtesy !

What reverence he did throw away on slaves,

Wooing poor craftsmen with the craft of
smiles !”

At the end of four years, when the con-
spiracy was ripe for rebellion, he assumed the
role of a hypocrite in order to obtain leave of
absence 1o go to Hebron, pretending to pay a

trusted Ahithophel, “whose counsel in
those days was as if a man inquired of the
oracle of God” (2 Sam. 16, 23). “And the
conspiracy was strong ; for the people increased
continually with Absalom” (verse 12). David,
entirely taken by surprise, resolved to with-
draw at once from Jerusalem, and accompanied
by his household and bodyguard he crossed the
Kidron and took the road by Mount Olivet to
the Jordan, amid the weeping of the whole
land (2 Sam. 15. 14-30).

“The flight of David and the treachery of
Ahithophel suggest the journey to Gethsemane
and the crossing of the brook Kidron on the
night of the betrayal. Ittai's fervent resolution
to follow David whether in life or death re-
calls the like profession of Peter, almost on the
same spot, to the great descendant of David
centuries afterward.”—Stanley,

At Bahurim Shimei, a friend of Saul, threw
stones at David, and reviled him with bitter
curses ; but when Abishai asked permission of
the king to rush across the defile and eut off
the blasphemer's head he said, “Let him alone,
and let him curse; for the Lord hath bidden
him” (2 Sam. 16. 5-13). This incident is in-

terpreted by Charles Wesley in the following
lines :

“Pure from the blood of Saul in vain,
He dares not to the charge reply ;

Uriah’s doth the charge maintain,
Uriab’s doth against him cry.
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Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
BY BISHOP WARREN,
TWELVE YEARS OF INTENSE HISTORY,
David was old, sick, retired largely from poli-
tics. He neglected the ad ration of jus-

e bad Let Shimei curse; the rod he bears
gl For sins which Mercy had forgiven,
t was And in the wrongs of man reveres
fudab. The awful righteousness of Heaven,”
places
5, the “There is not a single day of the Jewish his-
m'.’t tory of which so elaborate an account r i
8 his + as that which describes David's memorable
e to flight. The exiles in a state of dec; exhaustion
Yong; reached the Jordan valley after the long, event-
errad ful day, and rested at the fords where David
had arranged to wait for news from the city
(2 Sam, 16. 14, 17, 28). Here, some time after
nightfall, they were roused by the two sons of
the high priest, who had narrowly escaped
with their lives, bringing a warning to cross
the river immediately ; and before the break of
le at day the whole party were in safety on the
y of other side of the Jordan."—Stanley,
ured The experiences of that first night after the
~and flight from the city are commemorated in the
his fourth and third psalms. Ahithophel had of.
i fered to lead an army of twelve thousand men
vid's and surprise David, and destroy him before he
el in could cross the river; but the timely warning
the which reached him enabled him to escape in
the safety, The first sleep of that evening when
ased confronted by uncertain peril is referred to in
'i'::' the fourth psalm, verse 8:
rith-

nied “In peace will I both lay me down and sleep ;
the For thou, Jehovah, alone makest me dwell in
t to safety.”
hole
The third psalm is a morning song written after
of the escape from Ahithophel’s counsel to destroy
ane him. Verse 5:
the -
Hon I laid me down and slept ;
g I awaked; for Jehovah sustaineth me,”
",“‘ The adverse influences which surrounded Ab-
vid salom in his youth and early manhood—the
heathen mother, the polygamous household,
ew court intrigues, evil example of sins repented of
ter and forgiven—cannot excuse the ingratitude
of and treachery of Absalom. In the judgment of
off mankind his memory deserves universal execra-
ne, tion.
en This lost Absalom was the idol of his father's
in- heart and the most promising of all his sons.
ng

There is no necessary connection between his
physical beauty and his wickedness; the coin-
cidence only adds to the pathos of the story,
Winning in his ways, beautiful in his person,
without blemish from head to foot, the idol
of his father, he might easily have been the
adored of the nation.

tice, ged in raising vast sums for building:
@ temple, enforced the unpopular census of peo-
ple and possessions (2 Sam. 24), which the
people thought meant more taxes, and was held
responsible for the terrible plague that de-
stroyed seventy thousand people in three days,
when it was really the sins of Israel that
moved the anger of the Lord against them,

On the other hand, there was Absalom, son
of a heathen mother, very beautiful, with mar-
velous hair, Jolly, reckless, crafty, with wits
sharpened by exile for the murder of his brother
Amnon. He thought he saw his way to the
throne and schemed accordingly. First, he took
on oriental splendor with chariots and a retinue
(verse 1) ; second, he stole the hearts of the
people by flattery (verses 2-6) ; third, he pre-
tended to be very religious to his father and
asked to go to Hebron, his birthplace, and pay
& vow he made to God while in exile (verses
7 and 8). David, utterly deceived, bade him go
in peace to his treason (verse 9).

Absalom had his accession to the throne pro-
claimed at once all over the land and enlisted
Ahithophel, David's counselor, who might well
be disaffected with David for the dishonor he
had done to his granddaughter Bath-sheba,

David's life had not been faultless; Absa-
lom does not seem to have even had spasms of
goodness. David had been weak in family dis-
cipline, and Absalom was a natural result,

The outcome will appear in the next lesson,

Thoughts for Young People.

THE EXAMPLE OF ITTAI (2 sAM. 15, 18-22j,

Among those who followed David from Jeru-
salem were six hundred men from Gath—Phil-
istines from Goliath’s city. These men, appar-
ently, the king had chosen as his bodyguard.
Perhaps he was not altogether sure of the
loyalty of his own subjects, and felt safer with
foreign mercenaries who could have no secret
leanings to the deposed house of Saul. At all
events here they are, “faithful among the faith-
less,” as foreign soldiers surrounding a king
often are, notably the Swiss Guard in the
French Revolution. David's generous nature
shrinks from dragging down Ittai with him-
self.  Generosity breeds generosity, and the
Philistine captain breaks out into a burst of
Passionate devotion, garnished, in soldier




78 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

fashi.

, with an ry oath or two, but
ringing very sincere, and meaning a great deal.
As for him and his men, they have chosen their
side. His example teaches us three lessons.

L. The joy of unselfish love. Look at the
picture of this Philistine captain, as teaching
Us what grand, passionate self-sacrifice may
be evolved out of the roughest natures, Ring-
ing in his words we hear three things which are
the seed of all nobility and splendor in human
character: 1. A ionate personal attach :
2, Love issuing in willing sacrifice that recks
not for a moment of personal consequences,

3. A supreme, restful delight in the presence of
him whom the heart loves. This capacity,
which lies dormant in all of us, will make a
man blessed and dignified ag nothing else will.
The joy of unselfish love is the purest joy that

.man can taste,

2. These possibilities of love and sacrifice
point plainly to God in Christ as their true
object. We are made with hearts that need to
rest upon an absolute love, with understandings
that need to 8rasp a pure, a perfect, and a per-
sonal truth,

3. Observe the terrible misdirection of these
capacities in the sin and the misery of the
world. There is nothing more tragic than the
misdirection of man's capacity for love and
sacrifice. We must lay ourselves on Christ's
altar, and that altar will sanctify both the giver
and the gift, [Maclaren.)

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
BY REV. A. 0. MC KINNEY.
PRELIMINARY,
Our study and teaching outline for the month

will be:

¥ PRELIMINARY,
SURROUNDINGS,
APPROACH.
LESSON TEXT,
MEMORY WORK.,
STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask for the review words of the lessons for
fast month.

SURROUNDINGS,
Time. The dates are uncertain. There are
wide differences of opinion among scholars,
Places.  Jerusalem, the capital of the king-
dom ; Hebron, twenty miles south of Jerusalem ;
Giloh, southwest of Hebron, Show these places
on the map,

fi

a
a
h

lowed his death. Agk: What was wrong witl,
im? Draw out the fact that in spite of his
rt was not right. Then

hi
b

APPROACH.

A few years ago a young man was graduated

rom one of our larg

[Nov. 1.

est and best universities.
He was a handsome man with a cultivated
mind. His friends predicted for him a noble
nd brilliant career, Before he came to middle
ge he committed suicide, and all who knew

im were shocked at the revelations that fol-

rilliant intellect his hea

say: Let us turn to our

and study about one who was like this
man,
answer ‘“‘Absalom”
what they have writ

-
LESSON TEXT

the following word pictures :
1. Absalom stealing the hearts of the peo-
ple (verses 1-6).
2. Absalom pretending to be religious (verses
79).

3. Absalom rebelling against his

(verses 10-12),
After these pictures are painted question the

pu

ipils to ascertain §

import.
Ask: What kind of a body had Absalom?

Di

What kind of a mind
he was brilliant,

raw out the fact th

young

Ask: What was his name? When the
is given have several read
ten about him. Then paint

father

f they understand their

at he was very handsome.
had Absalom? Show that
What, then, was there wrong

about Absalom? Welcome all answers and

lead up to the statem

" Teach: As a man is in his heart,
The handsome body and the brilliant m

on

heart was not right.
evil Absalom was a m

cril

MEMORY WORK.

ent: His heart was bad.

Ask all to memorize and to print the follow-
ing:

ABSALOM

HANDSOME IN BODY,
BRILLIANT IN MIND,
BAD AT HEART.

ly instruments for doing evil,

a bad heart,
Have several repeat the Golden Text,

of

what is this text one? Where is it

80 is he.
ind were
because the
Because his heart was
urderer, a liar, a hypo-
te, and a rebel. Show how all sin, especially
rebellion against God, is the natural result of

Ask:
found
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in the Bible? Ask all to make and to keep
this resolve:

I WILL ALWAYS

HONOR

MY FATHER AND MY MOTHER.

Impress the fact: As God is our heavenly
Father he is worthy of double honor,

STUDY IN ADVANCE.
Have each pupil write a short account of
“The Death of Absalom.”
Review words, “Rebellion,” “Honor.”

By Way of Illustration.
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

Absalom’s great sin included many sins, as
is generally the case, It was like a rattle-
snake's nest, full of a twining mass which had
many heads, and in every head a poison fang.
Ungoverned and selfish ambition, black filial
undutifulness, rebellion against an earthly king,
and, since that king was God's anointed, revolt
against Jehovah himself, were all present in his
action. A pathetic and ghastly story it is, and
bearing its teaching on its front.—Dr. Alea-
ander MeLaren,

Verses 1-6. We see now what a hollow lying
thing his conduct was. The contrast between
the light and dark of the outside and the inside
of the man lifts his oadness into plainer view,
His fair face hid a foul and ugly heart. His
showy zeal for justice was the mask of a selfish
and unfilial rebel. His sleek and greasy cour-
tesy was a coat of paint and oil upon a cruel,
headstrong, reckless man, He was a false son,
a false subject, and a false friend. He sowed
falsehood that he might reap rebellion, —Dr,
C. R. Brown.

Verse 5. It was a great condescension in one
50 magnificent to express his affection by a kiss.
He was the Judas of David’s day. Dante in
his picture of the Inferno puts Judas in the
lowest circle of hell.

Absalom’s Vow. When Charles IT wanted to
please the Scots and get their help toward ob-
taining the crown he took the covenant, the
solemn religious vow of the Scots, We all hate
hypocrisy, however it is dressed up. But to
steal “the livery of the court of heaven to serve
the devil in” is the very hypocrisy of hypocrisy.
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Shakespeare puts nothing uglier into the mouth”

of the villainous Gloster than this:

“The secret mischiefs that I set abroad

I lay unto the grievous charge of others,

But then I sigh, and with a piece of Scripture
Tell them that God bids us do good for evil:
And thus I clothe my naked villainy

With odd old ends stolen forth of Holy Writ:
And seem a saint when most I play the devil,”

Thus Absalom held a loud religious profession
between him and his father to screen his wicked
motives in going to Hebron. His mouth said,
“My vow.” His heart said, “My rebellion.”

Absalom’s Influence. The purpose for which

one labors to influence others settles the ques-.

tion of its being right or wrong, It is right for
s to win hearts (not steal them) in order that
we may make those hearts loyal to their Mas-
ter and ours. It is a sin to win hearts that
we may lead them away from their rightful
allegiance to Christ. A weighty responsibility
rests on all who have popularity, or who are
successful in winning the favor of their fellows,
The difference between a right use and a wrong
use of one's powers of pleasing is as the differ-

ence between light and darkness, between ,.

heaven and hell,

Heart ‘Talks on the Lesson.
BY MRS. J. H, KNOWLES,

How do you explain the fact that children
of good parents sometimes go far astray? 1
explain it by this other fact, that divine grace
is not inherited. The natural birth carries with
it the heredity of natural traits, with tenden-
cies to sin. The new birth of the Spirit brings
a new heredity of the divine nature, with tend-
encies to holiness. David was not responsible
for the wickedness of his sons. He had sins
enough of his own; his anguish on account of
Absalom was no doubt deepened by the thought
of similar stains upon his own record. But he

could not force his son to take the remedy by

which he had himself been saved. There was
nothing left for him but to see in Absalom the

bitter fruit of evil from which he had himself '
been delivered only by deep repentance and the
infinite grace of God. David suffered many

sorrows, but none like this. J

In some respects the son resembled the father,
He was handsome, wi y eful, mag-
netic. His friendly kiss and pleasing way of
putting himself at the service of the people
when they came to the city gate remind us of
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David's genial ways and magnetic personality,
But in the use of these graceful gifts of nature
how widely different they were! David's habit
was to say, “O Lord, truly I am thy servant,”
and to hold himself at God's disposal for the in-
terests of his kingdom. Absalom's habit was to
call himself his own master,and to consider only
what would minister to his own pleasure, Da-
vid's sins were dark eddies in the stream of his
life, while its current flowed Godward, The
trend of Absalom's life was always away from
God, with never a ripple even on the surface to-
ward a better way. He was selfish through and
through. First, last, always, he thought only
of himself, He was vain of his person; he
loved flattery ; he loved display ; he cared noth-
ing for his father except for what he could get
from him, and, worst of all, he made a pretense
«of honoring his father's religion to further his
wicked and unfilial ambitions, What a splen-
did man he might have been if he had loved and
served his father's God! How mean and miser-
able he looks in his withering selfishness ! The
pillar he built to keep his name in remembrance
crumbled long ago. “Absalom” is the synonym
for vanity, cruelty, and heartless self-love,

His crowning shame was his treatment of
his father. When selfishness goes as far as this,
it is indeed a “vice of frightful mien,” One can
more easily forgive any other sin, We instinct-
ively feel contempt for the son or daughter who
is negligent or unkind, especially when parents
have come into the shadows of life's late after-
uoon. A nature capable of such conduct is es-
sentially mean and hard. Kindness or gen-
erosity to all the rest of the world can never
make up for lack of tender consideration for
one's own father or mother. In homes of true
refinement the younger members of the family
are taught to show respect and attention to
parents and grandparents. Rudeness or in-
difference to them is extremely ill-bred, and
no self-respecting person will be guilty of it,
even without regard to the moral law, “Honor
thy father and thy mother.” And since habit
grows by daily acts and thoughts, let us culti-
vate this beautiful grace of manner 91d of
heart by constant courtesies and kindness, Do
not take the easy-chair and leave the less com-
fortable ones for older people. - Never sit while
they are obliged to stand, at home or in public
places. Consider their comfort always before
your own. Be respectful in speech and man-
ner. Such manners at home give graciousness
to- manners outside of home,

To grieve by coldness or neglect the heart
that has loved us best since the day of our
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birth is a wrong too great to be forgiven, ex-
cept it is repented of and all possible restitu-
tion made. Selfishness is subtle; it will betray
us unawares. Watch against it ; pray to be de-
livered from it. It is the spirit of demons.
Unselfish love is the spirit of angels in heaven.

The Teachers’ Meeting,

We have here an unsavory but edifying topic.
We study, 1. Corruption, verses 1-6, a study
that has illustrations in every morning news-
paper; 2. Hypocrisy, verses 7-9; 3. Rebellion,
verses 10-12. The steps of Absalom’s treason
are, 1. The princely splendor of his life, which
would charm orientals; 2. His affected inter-
est in the affairs of the people; 3. His insinu-
ations against his father's rule; 4. His sugges-
tions concerning his own elevation to the
throne; 5. His hypocrisy in feigning a reli-
gious service when he was really rebelling; 6.
His treasonable influence exerted over Ahitho-
phel and others of David’s servants,

Blackboard,

BY TIOMAS G, ROGERS,

FATHER:,

! —'—A-‘— ”

An object may be good or evil according to
the motive which influences one in striving for
its attainment. To be popular with the people
Was no wrong, nor was it etherwise than just
that Absalom should have their respect; but
when he presumed to g0 beyond his legitimate
rights and by cajolery and deceit win from his
father the affections of his subjects, he was en-
tering upon a course of sin and shame, For
the sake of an uncertain honor, to which he was
not entitled, be chose to dishonor his aged father
and forego the brightest diadem of all, the
honor that cometh from God alone, The crown
he coveted and unjustly sought was a weight of
iron, void of beauty, honor, or glory.
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Coloring.—Crown and rays, yellow; wording,
white and purple; crown, gray; “sin,” red;
words, white and blue.

Library References.

BY REV. 8, G. AYRES,
ABSALOM.—Payne, Guides and Guards in
Character Building, page 103. Tuck, Revela-
tion by Character, page 210, Evans, Seripture
Biography, vol. i, page 126, Geikie, Old Testa-
ment Characters, page 237, Bruce, First Three
Kings of Israel, page 323, Krummacher, Da-
vid, King of Israel, page 401. Kittel, History
of the Hebrews, vol. ii, Index. Kent, History

-

LESSON VL David’s Grief over Absalom,
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of the Hebrew People, vol, i, page 54, Geikie,
Hours with the Bible, vol. iii, Index. Driver,
Introduction, page 172, Geikie, Old Testa-
ment Portraits, page 203, Willis, N. P,, Poems,
“Absalom.” Lives of David and Bible diction-
aries,

AHITHOPHEL—Geikie, Old Testament Char-
acters, page 252, Stanley, Jewish Church, vol,
i, pages 130-138, Ewald, History of Israel, *
Index, Kittel, History of the Hebrews, vol. ii,
page 171. Geikie, Hours with the Bible, vol. iii,
Index. Lives of David and Bible dictionaries.

The preachers have overlooked this passage.
No published sermons have been found after
a most diligent search,

[Nov. 8.

GOLDEN TEXT. A foolish son is a grief to his father, Prov, 17, 25,

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read 2 Sam, chapters 15-20.)
2 8am. 18. 24-33. [Commit to memory verses 31-83,]

24 And Da'vid sat between the two gates:
and the watchman went up to the roof over the
gate unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, and
looked, and behold a man running alone.

25 And the watchman cried, and told the
king. And the king said, If he be alone, there
# tidings in his mouth. And he came apace,
and drew near,

26 And the watchman saw another man run-
ning: and the watchman called unto the porter,
and said, Behold another man running alone,
And the king said, He also bringeth tidipge.

27 And the watchman said, Me thinketh the
running of the foremost is like the running of
A-him’a-az the son of Za'dok. nd the king
a_AJg. He is a good man, and cometh with good
tidings.

28 And A-bim’a-az called, and said unto the
king, All is well. And he fell down to the enrt:

20 And the king said, Is the young man
Ab’sa-lom safe? An -him’a-az answered,
When Jo'ab sent the king's servant, and me thy
servant, I saw a great tumult, but I_knew not
what it was,

30 And the king said unto him, Turn aside,
and stand here. And he turned aside, and stood

still,

81 And, behold, Cu’shi came ; and Cu'shi said,
Tidings, my lord the king: for the Lomrp hath
avenged thee this day of all them that rose up
against thee,

32 And the king said unto Cu'shi, Is the

REvisep Version.*

24 Now David was sitting between the two
gates; and the watchman went up to the roof
of the gate unto the wall, and lifted up his
eyes, and looked, and, behold, a man running
alone. 25 And the watchman cried, and told
the king. And the king said, If he be alone,
there is tidings in his mouth. And he came
apace, and drew near. 26 And the watchman
saw another man running; and the watchman
called unto the porter, and said, Behold, another
man running alone. And the king said, He also
bringeth tidings. 27 And the watchman said, I
think the running of the foremost is like the
running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And the
king said, He is a good man, and cometh with
good tidings.

28 And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the
king, All is well. And he bowed himself before
the king with his face to the earth, and said,
Blessed be Jehovah thy God, who hath delivered
up the men that lifted up their hand against
my lord the king. 29 And the king said, Is it
well with the young man Absalom? And
Ahimaaz answered, When Joab sent the king's
servant, even me thy servant, I saw a great
tumult, but I knew not what it was. 30 And the
king said, Turn aside, and stand here. And he
turned asidg, and stood still,

31 And, behold, the Cushite came; and the Cu-
shite said, Tidings for my lord the king; for Je.
hovah hath avenged thee this day of all them that
rose up against thee. 32 And the king said unto
the Cushite, Is it well with the young man Ab-

.0 The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
Sona.
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young man Ab'sa-lom safe? And Cu'shi an-
swered, The enemies of my lord the king, and all
that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as that
young man is,

33 And the king was much moved, and went
up to the chamber over the gate, and wept: and
as he went, thus he said, O my son Ab’sa-lom,
my son, my son Ab'sa-lom! would God I had
died for thee, O Ab’sa-lom, my son, my son!

[Nov. 8.

salom? And the Cushite answered, The enemies
of my lord the king, and all that rise up against
thee to do thee hurt, be as that young man is.
33 And the king was much moved, and went up
to the chamber over the gate, and wept : and as
he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my
son, my son Absalom ! would I had died for thee,
O Absalom, my son, my son !

Time.—Perhaps about B. C. 1023 (Usher).
Place.—Mahanaim, a town of Gad on the
banks of the Jabbok.

Home Readings,
M. A sad day. 2 Sam. 18, 1.8,
Tu. A sad end. 2 Sam. 18, 9-23,
W. David’s Grief over Absalom. 2 Sam. 18,
24-33.
Th. Victory and tears, 2 Sam. 19, 1-8,
F. A foolish son. Prov. 17. 15-25.
8. Rebellious children. Isa. 1, 1.9,
8. Comfort in sorrow. Lam. 3. 17-33.

Lesson Hymans,

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 87.

Are you weary, are you heavy hearted ?
Tell it to Jesus, tell it to Jesus.

" New Canadian Hymnal, No. 88,

Pve found a friend in Jesus, he's everything
to me,
He's the fairest of ten thousand to my soul.

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 41,

Lead, kindly Light, amid th’ encircling
gloom,
Lead thou me on.

Questions for Senior Scholars,

1. Suspense (v. 24-26),—~Where did Absa-
‘om rally his forces? Who was his chief ad-
viser? What had been his first move after the
‘onspiracy was launched? Where had David
zone? Who had gone with him? Whom had
1e sent .back? Why? Whom had he sent to
‘ircumvent the plans of Absalom? In what
ity did David wait for news of the battle?
Who commanded Dayid’s forces? Where did
‘he two armies meet? How did Absalom meet
his death? Why were David's orders dis-
dbeyed? What -did the watchman see? How
1id the king reason about the bringing of the
1ws? What did the king infer from the ap-

proach of the solitary runner?
things did the watchman see?

2. Tidings (v. 27-32),—~What did the king
infer from the approach of Ahimaaz? How
did it happen that Ahimaaz was :he earliest
messenger to arrive? Why was his message so
vague? What one question crowded all others
out of the king’s heart? Why was a man who
knew so little of the facts sent first? Who
brought the news of Absalom’s death to Da-
vid? Why was such sad news to David such
£00d news to the messenger? What, if Absa-
lom had not died?

3. A Broken Heart (v. 83).—Could David
draw any consolation in this hour from the
past? from the present? from the future?
What is the GoLpEN TexT?

What two

Questions for Int ”

1. Waiting for the Messengers (v, 24-27) —
What battle had been fought? What was the
result? Where was David? What did the
watchman see? What did the king think of
him?  What was seen next? Whom did the
watchman recognize ?

2. The Messages  Delivered (v. 28-32).—
Which messenger came first? What report did
he make? What was David anxious about?
What did Ahimaaz say about Absalom? Who
next reported? What question was repeated
to the Cushite? What did the answer mean ?

3. David's Lamentation for Absalom  (v.
33).—~How was David affected by Absalom’s
death? Where did he go? What words show
his deep grief?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

How had Absalom talked to the people ?
What didethey think? What did they do
when he sent for them? Was this right? WNo.
What did David do when he heard about jt?
Where did he go? To Mahanaim. How did
he go? What were David's men and the men
with Absalom doing? Which gained the vie-
tory? Where were Absalom and his men

Schol

driven? What happened to Absalom? Who
Where was David

killed Absalom? Joab,
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waiting? What did he say to the messenger?
What did he do when he heard the news?
What did he say?

The Condensed Review.

1. Where did David wait for news of the
battle? Between the two gates. 2, Who were
sent to convey the news? Ahimaas and Cushi,
3. What did David ask of the messengers ?
“Is the young man Absalom safet” 4, How
did the announcement of Absalom’s death af-
fect David? He was much moved, 5. What
did David say of Absalom? “Would God I had
died for thee.” 6. What is our GOLDEN TExT?
“A foolish,” ete,

e T T — - —
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The Church Catechism,

48, What are our duties to our country? Our
duties to our country are to render due honour to
rulers ; to observe the laws of the land in the fear
of God and to support their suthority ; to contri-
bute our just share to the expense of government ;
to promote the public woth:io:’; and to exercise
our franchise for the public A

Romans 13. 1. Let every soul be subject unto
the higher powers. For there is no .sow.r but of
God : the powers that be are ordained of God. 3
Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to
whom tribute is due ; custom to whom eustom 3
foar to whom fear ; honour to whom honour,

Matthew 22, 21.

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
Bible Words about Young Men.

I. THE GAYETY oF Yourn,

Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let
thy heart cher thee in the days of thy
youth. Eecles. 11, 9, X

Young men, praise the name of the Lord.
Psa. 148, 12, 13,

II. THE RESPONSIBILITIES oF Yourn,

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his
way? By taking heed thereto according
to thy word. Psa. 119, 9,

Young men exhort to be sober-minded,  Tj-
tus 2, 6,

I1I. Tue OPPORTUNITIES OF Youru,

When thou wast young thou walkedst
whither thou wouldest, John 21, 18,

I have written unto you, young men, he-
cause ye are strong, and the word of God
abideth in you, and ye have overcome the
wicked one. 1 John 2, 14

Your young men shall see visions, Joel 2, 28,

EXPLANATORY NOTES,
The interval between the last lesson and this was crowded with events, The first tidings that David
had of disloyalty was that already ‘““the hearts of the men of Israel ” had gone after Absalom. Unrecorded

political and military

made the def

of Jerusalem impracticable,

The latter part of 2 Sam,

15 gives a melancholy account of the retreat of David and his company, Ittai the Gittite, with six hundred
ne from Gath, was with him. Zadok and Abiathar, the priests, with Levites bearing the ark of the

covenant, followed, but were, with lofty faith, sent back to the city. Hushai, “the kin,

g’s companion,”

was also sent back in the hope that he might offset the counsel of Ahithophel, The march over the Mount
of Olives was crowded with mournful incidents, but the little army pushed on across the Jordan. Mean-

while Absalom had reached Jerusalem, and wag recognized as king. Ahithophe|

1, his wisest counselor, ad-

vised him to send twelve thousand men while David was * weary and weak-handed," to capture and kill
him, then by gentle measures to win over his followers to Absalom’s support. This shrewd plan was offset
by Hushai, who, for the purpose of gaining time for David, advised the gathering together of all Israel

against the old king. Hushai’s insi was ad

pted, and Ahithophel, foreseeing the consequent

ruin of Absalom’s cause, ‘‘set his house in order and hanged himself,” During these discussions at Jerusa-
lem David had reached Mahanaim. His army in three divisions was placed under the leadership of Joab,
Abishai, Joab’s brother, and Ittai the Gittite. To these three commanders he gave earnest charge : * Deal
zently for my sake with the young man, even with Absalom.” A desperate battle was fought in the forest of
Ephraim. Twenty thousand men were slaughtered, Absalom,riding on his mule,was overtaken by some of
David’s troops. The mule dashed under the boughs of a “great oak " and Absalom’s head was caught by its
branches while the mule * went on,” Fearful of meddling in so delicate a condition of affairs, those who
saw it reported to Joab, and Joab without delay killed Absalom. Then Ahimaaz, the son of Zadok, asked
Joab for permission to carry the tidings of the victory to David. Joab sent * the Cushite,” but Ahimaaz by

Verses 24, 25. David sat [“was sitting”)
between the two gates of Mahanaim, awaiting
news from the field of battle, His soldi had

dissuaded him from accompanying them, say-
ing, “Thou art worth ten thousand of us”
The watch

went up to the roof over [“of”),
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the gate unto the wall. The gates, at the in-
side and outside of the thick wall of the city,
held between them a sort of public room in
which may have been a magistrate’s seat, which
the king now occupied. The “watchman’’ (the
officer in charge of the gate) looked, and, see-
ing @ man running alone, cried . . . and told the
king, who said, If he be alone there is tidings in
his mouth. That is, he is a messenger. A defeat
or panic would have brought fugitives in
groups. He came apace, and drew near. The
trained runners in the employ of the ancient
governments of the East often attained great
speed, sometimes it is said in a day's course
outrunning a horse,

26. The watchman saw another man run-
ning. The first man was Ahimaaz, who by a
more circuitous, but probably less difficult,
route had outrun the Cushite, and whose mo-
tive seems to have been love for David, to whom
he would have the awful news gradually
broken. Our word porter, though often used
for one who lifts heavy burdens, means door-
keeper. This second man running alone is also
recognized as a messenger. The suspense is
broken by the words of the watchman, which
again are replied to by the king.

27. Me thinketh. 1 think. The running of the
foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz, the
son of Zadok. He is recognized by his gait as
Jehu was by the fury of his driving. He is a
good man, and cometh with good tidings. The
bearer of good tifings was sure to be rewarded
by the king. Ahimaaz had recently conducted
most dificult affairs in David’s behalf as a
sort of ‘“secret service” agent, and was held in
honor; and David reasoned that Joab would
not send such a man if the tidings were
adverse.

28. Ahimaaz called, All is well. “Peace.”
The usual salutation. He fell down to the
earth upon his face before the king [“He bowed
himself before the king with his face to the
earth”). The usual ceremony. Blessed be the
Lord [“Jehovah”) thy God, which hath de-
livered up the men that lifted up their hand
against my lord the king. Roundabout phrase-

HOMILETICAL AND

With the close of the eventful day of the
flight from Jerusalem a cloud rests over the
subsequent history of the rebellion, which con-
tinued three months longer. Absalom was pub-
licly crowned, and occupied the throne during
this short period; but there are no records of
his reign.

Absalom’s heart was so bitter and relentless

[Nov. 8.

ology this, but promptly understood by David
as the report of a great vict. oy,

29. Is the young man Absalom safe? “Is
it well with the young man Absalom ?” Again
the Hebrew word for Peace Is used. When
Joab sent the king's servant, and me thy serv-
ant [“even me thy servant”), I saw a great
tumult, but I knew mot what it was. This
may have been literally true. But the entire
statement is a prevarication, indulged in for
the sake of breaking the sad news to David.
Ahimaaz probably knew that Absalom was
dead. He at least must have inferred that it
was not “well with the young man.”

30. Turn aside, and stand here. And 1w
obedience to the king's command Ahimaaz takes
his place among the roya. attendants while
waiting for the second messenger.

31. And, behold, Cushi [“the Cushite”)
came, T'idings, [“for"] my lord the king. The
Lord [“Jehovah”] hath avenged thee this day
of all them that rose up against thee. God
has done justly, which of course implies, as
Ahimaaz’s implied, a pl victory.

32. Is the young man Absalom safe? “Is it
well with the young man Absalom ?” The same
question had been asked the earlier messenger,
How conld Cushi answer? It was a point of
honor not to bring bad news to the king. The
messenger does the best he can with his pain-
ful message. The enemies of my lord the king,
and all that rise up against thee to ‘do thee
hurt, be as that young man is. The implica-
tion is unmistakable. There was at least no
glamour over the Cushite's eyes.

33. The king was much moved. “Shocked,
having hoped against hope to the last.” Went
up to the chamber over the gate, and wept. He
went alone to a little square room, we may
suppose, over the square space in which he had
been sitting, and under the roof from which the
watchman had seen the runners. On the pro-
foundly pathetic wail of this bereft father one
hardly dare make comment. Absalom left one
daughter, who was married into the royal fam-
ily: his sons may be supposed to have died
early.

PRACTICAL NOTES.

against his deeply wronged father that he was
ready to follow the counsel of Ahithophel, how-
ever atrocious. He took public possession of
the concubines which David had left in charge
of the palace so that all Israel might hear that
he was “abhorred of his father,” and recon-
ciliation with him was rendered forever im-
possible. He was ready to follow the counsel
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of Ahithophel still further, and deliberately
subject himself to the necessity of taking his
father’s life, i

But it was thought well to consult Hushai,
also, who with skill led de-
lay, in increasing the chamces of success; his
counsel was adopted, the counsel of Ahithophel
was turned into foolishness, the rebellion was
suddenly doomed to inevitable defeat; and the
wise and proud Ahithophel, foreseeing the re-
sult, went and hanged himself. “For Jehovah
bad appointed to defeat the counsel of Ahith-
ophel, to the intent that Jehovah might bring
evil upon Absalom” (2 Sam, 17. 1-14).

Absalom raised a large army, and crossed
the Jordan to meet the disciplined veterans of
David at Mahanaim. The battle was fought
in the forests of Ephraim. Absalom was de-
feated and slain, and twenty thousand of his
men were left dead on the field,

“In the interlacing thicket, . . . which the
Ammonite wars had made familiar to Da-
vid's veterans, the host of Absalom lost its
way; and Absalom, riding at full speed on his
royal mule, suddenly met a detachment of Da-
vid's army, and darting aside through the
wood he was caught by his long hair in the
thick boughs of an overhanging terebinth,
swept off the animal, and there remained
suspended.

“None of the ordinary soldiers ventured to
attack the helpless prince, but Joab and his
attendants killed him and threw his body into
a well-known ditch, and covered it with a huge
mound of stones as a mark of execration, as in
the case of Achan (Josh. 7. 26 S—Stanley.

The story of David’s lament is a story of
to-day, and repeats itself in every age and every
rank in life.

The strongest parental affection, even in the
heart of a king, is powerless in the case of
Absalom,

The name of Ahithophel has passed into a
byword for the truth that “God taketh the wise
in his own craftiness” (J‘ob 5. 13), and his
unscrupulous treason forbids all sympathy with
his fate. We may apply to him what was
said of a great party leader: “His great
crimes were enhanced by his immense talents,
of which God gave him the use and the devil
the application.”—Smith. ;

“Absalom and David each did his utmost to
show what he could do. Absalom showed how
bad it is possible for a son to be to the best of
fathers, and David showed how good it is pos-
sible for a father to be to the worst of sons;
as if it were designed to be a resemblance of
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man’s wickedness toward God, and God’s mercy
toward man, of which it is hard to say which
is more amazing."—Henry,

If Absalom had been slain by the soldier,
even Joab would have turned against him to
punish him, Joab was not punished, because
of his rank and influence and because he repre-
sented the royal power, and could speak and
act at the time with the authority of the king.

The bitterest suffering of the father is
reached when his beloved Absalom is over-
thrown in his wickedness and slain, It is the
hopeless sorrow over a lost son. There is no
sorrow like unto it, Parental affection, which
makes this sorrow ible, is the d 2
the strongest, and most beautiful of all the
natural virtues. Such sorrow should impress
our minds with the baseness and wickedness of
Absalom’s ingratitude and rebellion.

The lost son is more assuredly and hope-
lessly lost if he has lost his love and reverence
for his father.

Absalom comes to his tragic end early in
life. He secures the crown for a brief reign
of three months, and is put to death at thirty.

It was not possible in David's heart to har-
monize the affection of the father with the
justice of the sovereign. What was impossible
in David’s heart was only possible in the
heart of God (Rom. 3. 26).

“Two things are to be noted as contributing
to Absalom’s fate: First, the ostentation of
going into battle on the mule, which marked
his rank as a prinee; and, second, the vanity
of wearing his hair in a style only becoming
to a Nazarite."—Smith.

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
KINGS AND KING,

Absalom made many wise provisions for his
reign, but forgot one thing, namely, that God
reigns.  Absalom came to Jerusalem. David
fled from Jerusalem, dropning the precious third
psalm on the way. Absalom reigned three
months and then set out with his army to
conquer and slay his father. The necessary
result is known. To have allowed Absalom to
be king would have been the noneregtion of the
temple, the destruction of all religion, and the
failure of prophecy. But as it is, to this day
every man, woman, and child in passing by
flings a stone of detestation at Absalom’s mon-
ument in the valley of Kedron, I myself have
done it.

The point of the lesson is the grief of the

o e et S

parental heart over a recreant son. There is =
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love that hatred cannot abate. Tidings come,
as three months before, by the runner Ahimaaz.
David caught at a hope of good tidings, because
the runner was a good man. But the real
truth came out, and David went up to his
chamber to tread the winepress alone, uttering
the heartrending wail that has rung down the
ages. Literature of the imagination has no
equally touching note of grief, There are mo-
ments when the human heart is enough lize
God to say, “Would God I had died for thee.”
There are two lessons: onme to parents, Is
the child being brought up rightly from the
beginning? 1If not, there may be, if not a Da-
vid flight, a David heartache in the future.
One lesson to the child and youth, 1Is the
young man safe, not in the end merely, but in
the beginning? There are a dozen gateways
and paths to ruin. They open pleasantly, the
paths are flowery and exciting. There is a
way that seemeth right to a man, but the end
thereof is death.
“How far the gulf stream of our youth may
flow
Into the arctic region of our lives!
The sins of youth live in the bones of eld.”

Thoughts for Young People.
LESSONS FROM ABSALOM'S FATE.

1. Stolen Hearts. The subject of this les-
son is the death of Absalom. But the previous
history should be kept clearly in mind or we
cannot understand the sad closing scene. What
must have been Absalom’s feelings as he hung
there in the great onk as yet unhurt, being
(probably) caught fast by his long hair which
had been his beavty, and at the mercy of a
relentless soldier like Joab. None came to help
him, and yet do we not read (2 Sam. 15. G)
that he had stolen the hearts of the men of
Israel? Yes. But stolen hearts are of no
more real advantage than other stolen things.
The friends that are born for the day of trouble
can only be won and maintained by true
character,

2. The Pursuit of Evil. A notable text is
Prov. 11. 19: “He that pursueth evil pursueth
it to his own death.” Many  people are pur-
sued by evil; sin will not let them alone, and
though conscious of their failings, and long-
ing to be rid of them, daily they fall victims
to the evil tyrant. But others pursue evil.
They sin willfully, knowingly, determinately,
perseveringly—so did Absalom. Let his end
be a warning to us,

3. Sin Brings Suffering. The issue of this

[Nov. 8,

history shows this in many ways. David’s sin
of love and hate; Absalom’s sin of ambition
and ingratitude; Ahithophél’s sin of perfidy ;
and the sins of many others, brought acute
suffering to these sinners. Though David’s
enemies were scattered and his throne restored
to him, yet that deeply touching passage ap-
pointed for our lesson, where with keenest
anxiety he waits for news of the battle, and
with overwhelming grief he laments his lost
son, shows him still suffering the yet un-
finished consequences of his great moral fall.
We sin, and our sin may be pardoned, but by
sinning we have perhaps set in motion a chain
of cause and effect which may work mischief
years after. “Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us
each day without sin.” [Stock.)

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes.
PRELIMINARY.

Have several pupils read aloud what they
have written concerning the death of Absa-
lom; correct what is imperfect, and com-
mend every effort made. No opportunity should
be neglected for encouraging the pupils to do
some home work during each week.

The teacher should read very carefully the
Scripture text between last week’s lesson and
the one we are now to study, and if necessary
should write an abstract of those parts which
relate more particularly to Absalom, so as to
be able to state concisely the events of which
our lesson is a culmination.

SURROUNDINGS.
Time. Just after that of last Sunday’s
lesson.
Place. Mahanaim, David’s temporary cap-
ital. The defeat of Absalom took place in
the wood of Ephraim.

APPROACH,

Two boys are dreaming daydreams, Of
course they intend to be groat men and to
leave world-known names behind them. In
their daydreams they see indicated very clearly
the way to greatness. One leaves home, rarely
thinks of his aged father and mother, dies in
middle age, leaving behind him a name that is
famous throughout the land. He had won suc-
cess as a railroad engineer, and the monu-
ments that he left behind are the bridges that
he had constructed. The other son gave up his
dreams, and remained at home to look after the
farm and to take care of his parents in their
old age. Which was the greater man? 'To-
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day we are to study about one who tried to
make himself great, Lot us neie how he
succeeded.

LESSON TEXT,

Another opportunity for picture painting is
presented in our text, Intermediates delight in
looking at persons in action. We will present
our lesson in a series of pictures portraying the
persons mentioned in the text, as follows:

1. The King. Describe the space between
the inner and the outer gates of the city, which
was used as a place of public resort. Picture
David with his heart torn by anxiety sitting
there awaiting news concerning his rebellious
s0n.

2. The Watchman, Describe the tower over
the gateway, from the roof of which the watch-
man could see a long distance off. There he
stands looking into the distance, See! what is
that? How he strains his eyes! What ex-
itement there is in his voice as he calls to the
king seated below, and declares that he can
liscern a man running! The king infers that
being alone the runner is not a fugitive, and
that, therefore, he brings good tidings.

3. The Runners. Picture the man running
toward the gate. Soon he is followed by an-
sther messenger. Ask: What js the name of
his first runner? What did he call out to the
king? What did the king do? What did he

ay? What did he ask Ahimaaz? What did
e answer?
But wait! Picture Ahimaaz turning aside,

T'here comes the other runner. See how he
runs!  What is his name? What did he say?
What did the king ask? What was the an-
swer? Explain what this means,

4. The Father., Where is the king? e has
lisappeared.  Picture David in the chamber
over the gate, now no longer a king, but a
‘ather weeping for his son. It is easy to repeat
whet David said, but it is almost impossible to
sortray his feelings,

MEMORY WORK.

Have all repeat the Golden Text, and show
0w the foolishness of Absalom brought de-
struction to himself and grief to his father,

Have the following written on a slip of pa-
oer to be given to each pupil :

“Though the mills of God grind slowly,
Yet they grind exceeding small ;

Though with patience he stands waiting,
With exactness grinds he all.”

Ask all to memorize it and to print it on
their cards. Show how the seeming triumph
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of Absalom finally resulted in his overthrow.
Ask all to resolve and to print:

I WILL NOT LET MY

FOOLISHNZESS

LEAD ME INTO SIN,

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Request all to restudy the

psalm, so as to be able to
on next Sunday.

Review words, “Grief,” “Foolishness,”

twenty-third
repeat it perfectly

By Way of Hiustration,

“Is the voung man Absalom safe?” Sin
does not destroy love. Love has more con-
cern to ask, “Is the young man safe?” than
to seek to know the issue of the battle
that  decides the fate of his kingdom,
“Would God I had died for thee, my son, my
son!" has broken out of thousands of parents'
hearts. But yesterday a gray-haired father
said to me, “I will give my life and my prop-
erty to recover my son.” Love is everlasting,
It puts its all of possibility to help and save.
But it fails if there be no cooperation of the
sinner.—RBishop H. W, Warren,

David's Bitter Sorrow. As soon as David
knew that he was to be king don’t you think
he believed that when he came to the throne
all trouble would cease for him. But his se-
verest troubles and his deepest sorrows came
to him after, and not before, his exaltation.
We do this very thing. The boy at school
longs for the day when he shall be his own
master.  The girl wishes the day to come
quickly when she can manage her own house-
hold. The small business man thinks if he
could enlarge his business, then he would be
happy. There are many who say, “If such a
thing could happen T would be supremely
happy.” . Godliness with contentment is what
we need to make us happy.

Verse 33. Have you never asked yourself
why s0 much space is devoted in the sacred
Scriptures to the marration of Absalom’s life?
It certainly cannot claim prominence because
of its worth. Is it because it. illustrates. God’s
Fatherhood. If a weak earthly father like
David manifested such deep sorrow over the
untimely end of a rebellious child, what think
you must be God’s sorrow over the sins of

kind? That hable desire of Da-
vid’s to die in order to save his son is only the
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mild reflection of God's heart. He has died.
Sin does not drive us so far away from God
that he will not save us. Human fatherhood
will receive a wandering child. Human father-
hood will run out to meet the returning peni-
tent when he is a long way off. How much
more will our Father in heaven do this ?—
Dr. E. 8. Tead.

Absalom’s Tomb. To-day there is a monu-
ment in the valley of Jehoshaphat called “Ab-
salom's Tomb.” Christian and Mohammedan
travelers, as well as Jewish residents, have
been in the habit, from time immemorial, of
casting a stone at it as they pass, to show
their condemnation of this unfilial son. “Hon-
or thy father and thy mother,” are the words
of God at Sinai. To lack reverence for one's
parents is to be both ungodly and inhuman.—
Dr. C. R. Brown,

Absalom, @ Lost Soul. You are determined
to gain your point. You have now come to a
critical spot which you must get by. The
devil keeps the stile, and you say, “What is
it you demand of passers-by ?” and the answer
is, “We take souls here. Every man passing
this counter lays down his soul.” “His soul?”
say you, startled at the thought; “may I not
go through for less?” “Not a whit less.”
Some one behind touches you on the shoulder
and says, “What shall it profit a man if he
gain the whole world and lose his own soul?
Or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul ?"—Joseph Parker,

—_—

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

It is a pathetic scene. “Love covereth all
sins.”  Rebellion, ingratitude, selfishness, all
forgotten in the eager question, “Is the young
man Absalom safe?” It is not David the king,
but David the father, who speaks, and a thrill
of sympathy runs through every heart, for we
know that many waters cannot quench love,
neither can the floods drown it. This is love's
bature and love's mission—to outlive sin and
to pity its victims with an undying compassion.
“God commendeth his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

David's grief is not singular. The heart of
bumanity is as one in such suffering ever since
the earliest hour of time when

“Sorrow set her bleeding heart
On this fair world of ours,”

His mourning for Absalom is always asso-
ciated in my thought with the grief of another
whose son was taken away in the bright prom-

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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ise of young manhood. It was my first intro-
duction to sorrow, in my childhood, and the
impression has remained intensely distinct
through the years, I can never forget the
strong tones of anguish in which the words of
David were repeated, “My son, my son! would
God I had died for thee, my son, my son!"”
And if our hearts thrill with sympathy for
the universal suffering of the bereaved, can
we think the Divine Heart is less tender? No.
“In all their afflictions he was aflicted.” “I
know their sorrows.”

“Never a trial that he is not there,

Never a burden that he doth not bear,
Never a sorrow that he doth not share,
Moment by moment I'm under his care.
Never a heartache, never a groan,

Never a teardrop, never a moan,

Never a danger, but there on the throne
Moment by moment he thinks of his own.”

David had passed through the valley of the
shadow of death before. When his little child
was ill he fasted and wept and prayed, hoping
God might be gracious and suffer him to live.
But when David saw that the spirit had gone
he accepted God’s will with sweet resignation.
He said, “I shall go to him, but he shall not
return to me.” There was comfort in his sor-
row. He seemed to have heard the music of
the Saviour’s words spoken ages after, “Suffer
the little children to come unto me, for of
such is the kingdom of heaven.” But Absa-
lom's death was different. There was no sweet
assurance for the broken-hearted father. 1t
was a dark valley indeed through which he
walked. But even there, when “fear was on
every side,” he could say, “I trusted in thee,
O Lord. I said, Thou art my God, My tim.s
are in thy band. Make thy face to shine upen
thy servant. Be of good courage, and he shall
strengthen your heart, all ye that hope in the
Lord” He was human, and for a time his
grief overcame him. But not for very long.
He remembered that he had duties as king, and
he put aside his personal feelings for the sake
of others. There is a point beyond which grief
even in the deepest trouble becomes displeasing
to God and wearisome to friends. It must be
resolutely overcome; life's duties must be
taken up, and we must give ourselves not to be
ministered unto, but to minister. To grieve
overmuch is to distrust God. It is inconsistent
with Christian belief. Do we say God is
almighty, and all-loving, and yet cover our-
selves in gloom as though he could not solve
the darkest problem nor care for his children?

Nov. 15.]
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The storm cloud in Ppassing is dark, but pres-
ently, with the sun shining on it, it is glo-
riously beautiful, “Sorrows, in the light of
heaven, will be God's rainbows,” and our song
shall be, “Just and true are all thy ways, thoy
king of saints,”

The Teachers’ Meeting,

1. Suspense, verses 24-2G; 2, Tidings, verses
27-32; 8. A Broken Heart, verse 33, . , . Draw
A map, showing Hebron, Jerusalem, the Jordan
valley, Mahanaim. The lesson is fuM of ma-
terial for word-pictures, , , , Practical lessons
for us from Absalom’s conduct; from David’s
conduct.  Absalom’s fate is paralleled by
many a wild son, and David’s sorrow illus-
trates parental love, . . ., “Would God I had
died for thee!” David said, but he could not
die for Absalom. But Christ commendeth his
love to us, in that, while we were yet sinners, he
died for us.

Oo———
Library References,

The references to Absalom on the last les-
son are of value here also.

DAVID'S  GRIEF.—Taylor, David, pages 330-
337, Krummacher, Darvid, pages 441-446. Blai-
kie, David, pages 285-20¢,

JoAB.—Tuck, Revelation by Character, paze
198.  Geikie, Old Testament Characters, page
244, Stanley, Jewish Church, vol. ii, Index.
Stanley, Seripture Portraits, page 69. Geikie,
Hours with the Bible, vol. iii, Index. Kittel,
History of the Hebrews, Index. Ewald, His-
fory of Isracl, Index. Lives of David and
Bible dictionaries,

SERMONS ON TIHE LESSON.
Verse 20.—The Pulpit, London, vol, Ixv,
page 245. Verse 31.—The Pulpit, London, vol.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER, 789

xxviii, page 17. Verse 33.—Payson, E., Ser-
mons, vol. iii, page 352. The Homilist, vol, vi,
page 122. Doddridge, P., Sermons, page 147,

THE_~ \JENCES
QUEAS
oA e

Absalom's Dearh

" Davids Grief |
\e [sraefsShame
% Dy :

W .

To-day’s lesson furnishes the final scene in
the brief drama of a life replete with tragic
incident.  Absalom was already branded as a
criminal, and his conduct toward his father
was inhuman in the last degree, The violent
death which he has Jjust suffered at the hands
of Jeab is the just sequel to his godless career,
and evidences that inevitable and unescapable
moral law which operates against the evil-
doer. Yet not alone is his own wickedness re-
quited, but also the sin and folly of his father.
David at an earlier year had proved unfaithful,
and in the death of his abandoned son and the
nation’s shame he was experiencing the awful
recoil of his own delinquencies,

Coloring.—Tree, light brown :
and dark green;
other lines, cream.

A

—

foliage, light
first line, white and red;
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LESSON VIL David’s Trust in God.

[Nov. 15,

GOLDEN TEXT. Thcl.ordilmylbpbad,hhnnotmt. Pea. 23, 1,

AUTHORIZED VERSION.

Pea. 23, [ Commit to memory verses 1-6.]

1 The Logp is my shepherd ; T shall not want.

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pas-
tures: he leadeth me beside the still waters,

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake,

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of

Rxvisep Version,* N
1 Jehovah is my shepherd ; I shall not want,
2 He maketh me to lie down in green pastures ;
He leadeth me beside still waters,
3 He restoreth my soul :
He guideth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name's sake,
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the
shadow of death,

.'g.,n,,:_h".d Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelson
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“the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they
comfort me,

3 Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my
head with oil ; my cup runneth over,

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me

all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the
house of the Lorp forever,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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I will fear no evil; for thou art with me;
Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me,
5 Thou preparest a table before me in the pres-
ence of mine enemies :
Thou hast anointed my head with oil ;
My cup runneth over.
6 Surely goodness and loving-kindness shall fol-
low me all the days of my life;
And T shall dwell in the house of Jehovah
forever,

Time.—Probably B, C. 1023,

Home

M. David's Trust in God, Psa. 23,
Tu. The great Shepherd. Isa. 40, 1-11.
W. The good Shepherd. John 10. 1-18.
- The Shepherd’s care. Ezek, 34. 0-16.

Not afraid. Psa. 3.

“I am with thee.” Isa, 43, 1.7,

Secure, Psa. 92.

Lessoa Hymaos.

New Canadisn Hymnal, No. 130,

Imt«hiu.Olald,IhnnhMﬁy‘ﬂﬂ,
And it told thy love to me.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 129,

Abiding, oh, so wondrous sweet |
I'm resting at the Saviour's feet.

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 123.

I am coming to the oross ;
I am poor, and weak, and blind.

Questions for Senior Scholars,

1. God Our Guide (v. 1-3).—~What makes
this psalm evidently the utterance of a long
and rich experience? Compare it with the
fifty-first and the thirty-second psalms, Which
of its materials were gathered from the shep-
herd’s life? Which of its materials from the
warrior's life? What is its message? What is
its structure? For what proper name does
“the Lorn” stand? What is the logical con-
clusion from the statement that Jehovah is our
shepherd? Whither does he lead us? What
does he restore or revive? What are “paths of
righteousness” ?

2. God Our Defender (v. 4).—Why does the
psalmist change the figure from that of sheep

guarded by a shepherd to that of a wanderer
in a wilderness? What are meant by the rod
and ihe staff?

3. God Our Provider (v. 5),—~Note the en-
tire change of the figure in verse 5. Who is
our host? What sort of people well know that
God is our host and our provider? What sort
of a provider is he?

4. Confidence in God (v. 6).—What greater
reasons have we to confide in God than the
psalmist could have had? What is the spir-
itual significance of green pastures? table? cup?
rod? anointing? house of Jehovah?

s, bl

Questions for Int
1. The Good Khepherd (v. 14).—~What
statement is the subject of this psalm? What
care of the Good Shepherd is mentioned in verse
27 What blessings are signified? Why is soul-
restoration needed? What guidance is given?
What trying experience awaits each one of us?
What takes away fear regarding it?

2. A Royal Host and His Guest (v. 5, 6).—
What picture is presented in verse 5?7 Who are
looking on? What special mirk of favor is
given?  What attendants are provided for
safety and aid? What prospect is seen?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

What is the twenty-third psalm sometimes
called? Which name do you like best? What
did King David play upon? When did he be-
gin to do it? What did he sing? Where did he
keep his father's flocks? Near Bethlehem,
What did he afterward make? How many
hymns are in his book? One hundred ang fifty.
When did he write the twenty-third ‘psalm?
What did he remember? What did it make him
think of? Can you repeat the first three ver-
ses? What other place did he think of? Can
you repeat the fourth verse? What state of
his life did he think of last? Can you repeat
the fifth and sixth verses?
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The Condensed Review.

1. Who is the shepherd of the good? “The
Lord is my shepherd.” 2. Where does he lead
his sheep? Beside the still waters. @, What
can the Christian say in the valley of the shad-
ow of death? I will fear no evil, 4. Why?
For thou art with me, 5, What confidence have
we  concerning God's goodness and mercy?
They shall follow me all the days of my life,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

The Church Catechism.

49, What are our duties to the Church of Christ ?
Our duties to the Church of Christ are to take our
part in the public ordinances of worship ; to assist
according to our ability in all Christian work i to
contribute according to our means to the support
of the Church and its institutions, and particularly
to the extension of the Gospel in the world,

THE LESSON OUTLINE,
What the Lord Is to Us.

L Tue Goov Suepuerp,
The Lord is my shepherd, v, 1,
Our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the
sheep. Heb, 13, 20.
When the chief Shepherd shali appear, ye
shall receive a crown of glory. 1 Pet,
5. 4.
IL. THE GIVER OF Lipk,
He restoreth my soul. v, 3,
I am come that they might have life, and
that they might have it more abundantly,
John 10, 10,
Come to me, that ye may have life,
5. 40,
IHL Tue ANNUHILATOR OF DeaTi,
Through the valley of the shadow of death
I will fear no cvil: for thou art with me,
v. 4,
Our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abol-
ished death. 2 Tim, 1. 10,

John

That he might deliver them who through
fear of death were all their lifetime sub-
Ject to bondage. Heb, 2, 14, 15.

IV. Tue Consrtant Provibeg,
Goodness and merey shall follow
days of my life, v, 6.

I lead in the ways of righteousness that I
may. cause those that love me to inherit
substance, Proy, 8, 2v, 21,

My God shall supply all your need accord-
ing to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,
Phil. 4. 19,

V. Tue Seirrrvar, CoMRADE,
I will dwell in the house cf the Lord forever,
v. 6.

Henceforth T call you

friends. John 15, 15,

Sit in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
Eph. 2. 6.

me all the

not servants, but

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

We study to-day the twenty-third psalm, one of the fay
8t. Augustine saw in a dream the one

the devout soul,
atree of life in the midst of the paradise of God, and

to the fairest of the flowers that grow in that paradise,

such joyous language as this psalm throbs with, but

tion that this iy perhaps the only psalm in the entire psalter whic!

personal confidence, Jjoy, and triumph,
composition of David is generally agreed,

orite poems of the world, one of the treasures of
hundred and nineteenth psalm rise before him ag
Dr. Stoughton has compared the twenty-third psalm

Not always can the Christian voice his feelings in
he may find some from the recollee-

h from beginning to end is expressive of

There is no telling where or when it Wwas written. That it is the

——

Verse 1. The Lord [*“Tehovah™] is my shep-
herd.  David knew all about sheep and shep-
herds, What a shepherd is to his flock—
provider, defender, director—God is to us. But
if God he our Shepherd it follows that we are
God's sheep—wenk, defenseless, needy crea-
tures, but eagerly following him. It is not
straining  Bible interpretation to remember
that our Lord in typical utterances did not in-
clude all men among his sheep: some he called
goats, and some, wolves. Which are we? The"
Lord has bought his sheep with a great price,

and we should each be able to say as confident-
Iy as did David, “The Lord is my shepherd.”
Mr. Spurgeon says, “There is no ‘if,” nor ‘but,’
nor ‘hope so’ about this: he is my shepherd ;
but the sweetest word of the five is the monosyl-
lable ‘my.’" In another place we read that
Jehovah led forth the multitude as a flock,
There is much comfort in this doctrine of a
general providence; but there is still greater
comfort in the present tense, first person, singu-
lar number of our text, J shall not want. Every
moment of a human life registers wants, needs,
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of body, mind, and soul; but in none of these
shall the trusting soul be left. All our needs
shall be supplied according to his riches in glory
by Christ Jesus. Experience strengthens faith,
(Compare Deut. 2. 7 with Deut, 8, 9.)

2. He maketh me to lie down in green pas-
tures. Pastures of tender grass, (Compare
Jer. 33. 12.) He lcadeth me. Here is pro-
vision for lying down and for walking; for
rest and for activity, What the green pastures
are to the sheep home-comforts are to us; and
where should the Christian make his heart’s
home? Certainly he should not pasture in the
midst of temptation. “We find rest and re-
freshment in God's promises, provender and
peace, serenity and satisfaction.”—Spurgeon.
By an easy typology the still waters may be
interpreted to stand for the graces of the Holy
Spirit. Remember the homely adage, “Still
waters run deep.” In a beautiful note 7'ris-
tram reminds us that the Eastern shepherd
never drives, but always leads his sheep; and
that the Oriental sheep requires water daily,
owing to the heat and dryness of the climate.
Both of which facts, when taken in connection
with this verse, have the force of religious
parables to us,

3. He restoreth my soul. “Renews my life.”
He not only provides the means of restoration
by pastures and waters, but the restoration it-
self—which is more than any shepherd can do
for sheep. Human beings need food and slum-
ber, but food and slumber, however useful, do
pot insure constant health. Health itself is a
gift from God. So in our spiritual natures we
need a divine restoration, a restoration that
does not come from means of grace, invaluable
as they are, but by the direct act of God. He
leadeth [“guideth”] me in the paths of right-
ecousness for his mame's sake. An unusually
suggestive sentence. In the first place the lead-
ership of God implies the following of servants.
In the second place observe the continued use
of the personal pronoun. God leads not the
church merely, but the individual Christian—
“me.” In the third place, he leads not in the
path, but in the paths of righteousness, Dif-
ferent courses in life are divinely ordained for
different people. In natural characteristics
John and Peter and Paul, Martha and Mary,
were singularly unlike. God has paths of
righteousness adapted to each nature and each
circumstance, but all the paths of God are
righteous, just, good, pure. Lastly, all these

blessings are “for his name’s sake:” and that,
according to oriental verbal usage, is for his
Characteristically God does

character’s sake,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,
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these things; of his own nature he blesses us.
Very beautifully has it been said that God is
not a piano placed in the center of the universe
whose melodies may be evoked only by skillful
fingers, God is the Sun of righteousness, the
Father of lights, the Luminary of souls, who
shines perpetually in all directions. It is of
his nature to shine, to lead, to provide, to nur-
ture, in every way to bless,

4. Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.
“The believer does not quicken his pace when
he comes to die, but still calmly walks with
God.” “The valley of the shadow of death” is
a natural figure of speech for a mountaineer
like David. But “no shadow can stop a man’'s
pathway. The shadow of a dog cannot bite;
the shadow of a sword cannot kill; the shadow
of death cannot destroy.” Thou art with me.
“More than all in Thee I find.” God’s pres-
ence is our comfort. Thy rod and thy staff
are “synonyms” for the shepherd’s crook, a
walking-stick with a curve at the upper end,
which is used both to rule the flock and to de-
fend it against enemies,

5. The figure is changed from that of a shep-
herd to that of a host. Thou preparest a table
before me in the presence of mine enemies. It
is not a crime to have enemies. It is a blessing
not to have them, but those who have no hu-
man enemies have other adversaries—diseases,
bereavements, calamities of many sorts—and
one might die of chagrin in the midst of the
disappointments of mature life were it not for
the presence of the Friend, who in our hours of
weariness and need has a table of bounty pre-
pared for us, Thou anointest my head with
oil. The allusion is to the perfumes used at
banquets rather than to any induction into
priestly or kingly office. My cup runneth over.
“Jehovah is no niggard host, like the Pharisee
(Luke 7. 46) ; he provides for the joys as well
as the necessities of life (John 2. 1-11): his
guests shall be of a cheerful countenance, and
a gladsome heart (Psa. 104. 15)."—Kirl-
patrick.

6. Surely [“Only”—Revised Margin] good-
nese and merey [“loving-kindness”] shall fol-
low me all the days of my life. God himself
goes before us, and his two servants, “Good-
ness and Loving-kindness” follow us, Calamity
cannot come near us. I will [“shall”] dwell
in the house of the FLord [“Tehovah”] forever.
In this world and in the world to come; here,
in church fellowship; there, amid the saints
who throng about the throne—for heaven is
“the upper story of the house of the Lord.”
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HOMILETICAL AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

The psalmist here gratefully sings the praises
of Jehovah, under whose loving care as the
watchful shepherd (verses 1-4) and the bounti-
ful host (verses 5, 6) he knows neither want
nor fear,

“The psalmist’s words admit of the most uni-
versal application to all needs, temporal and
spiritual, in every age. Their meaning grows
in depth as the love of God is more fully re-
vealed through the teaching of the Spirit in
the experience of life.”"—Cambridge Bible,

As the good shepherd he feeds his flock, he
guides them in right paths, provides for their
every want, and protects them from every dan-
ger. The sheep know his voice, and they follow
him gladly, even when he leads them away
from green pastures, by rocky and thorny
paths to new pastures, which they cannot see,
In dangerous places they follow him, and fear
no evil,

As the bountiful host Jehovah makes the
psalmist his guest, he welcomes him to his
banqueting hall, he honors him with the an-
ointing oil—the oil of gladness—and provides
for him the enjoyments of life, while he sup-
plies its necessities,

And he will provide for him an everlasting
home. “I will dwell in the house of the Lord
forever” (verse 6), “Without a belief in per-
sonal immortality, religion is surely like an
arch resting on one pillar—like a bridge end-
ing in an abyss.”—Mao Miiller,

The great truth that God is not the God of
the dead but of the living is brought into
practical existence in the Psalms (Matt, 22,
31, 32). Abraham looked for a city of founda-
tions whose builder and maker is God. The
patriarchs show plainly that they desire a
heavenly country : “Wherefore God is not
ashamed of them, to be called their God: for
he hath prepared for them a city”  (Heb.
11. 16).

The psalmist has Jehovah near him. The
hope of immortality is involved in this spiritual
fellowship and communion. “Thou wilt guide
me with thy counsel and afterward receive me
to glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee?
And there is none upon earth that I desire
besides thee. My flesh and my heart faileth.
But God is the strength of my heart and my
portion forever” (Psa, 73. 23, 24 comp,
49. 15).

If T have thee, there is none else in heaven
and earth whom I desire. Thou art my only
80ood and happiness in the whole universe,

Where thou art is heaven: even as, to the
loving child, where mother is, there is home.

The sheep follow in perfect trust even though
the shepherd should be leading them away from
4 green pasture, by a rocky and thorny path
to another pasture which they cannot see,

If God be as a Shepherd to us, we must be
as sheep before him; inoffensive, meek, and
quiet; silent before the shearers; we must
know the Shepherd's voice and follow him.

The sheep dwell in a country where at any
moment they are liable to be swept away by
mountain torrents, or carried off by hill rob-
bers, or torn by wolves; and at any moment
their protector may have to save them by per-
sonal hazard,

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.
A SONG OF TRUST.

IN human speech one of the sweetest songs
of trust is one of the oldest. If religion was
evolved it must have developed faster than any
other phase of human life, Its beginnings are
our highest hopes of attainment in these last
days. Volumes have been written on this jewel
of the soul, this “nightingale of psalms.” I
have one commentary that has over twenty
thousand words of comment on this single
psalm. Hundreds of th ds have c d
on it by lives rather than words,

This necklace of grace has six jewels :

1. The Shepherd satisfies every want (verse
1). Neither dainty food, faithful friends, nor
abundant gold can do this. Tt takes the infinite
fullness of God.

2. He gives a life of peace by the waters of
rest (verse 2),

3. He restores the soul with sweet refection
when it is merely weary, or with pardon and
the birth of a new nature when it is sinful
(verse 3).

4. He, the Sun of Righteousness, is our
guide through the deep darkness (verse 4),

“I had rather walk in the dark with thee,

Than walk alone in the light.”

5. He is our peace, however thickly the ene-
mies encamp about us (verse 5). He gives
food, adornment, and a cup of life full to over-
flowing. He says, “I am come that ye might
have life in overflowing abundance, more than
you can hold.”

6. Glancing back at those encamped enemies,
he says, “Only goodness and mercy shall pursue
me.” They are as eager on my trail to over-
take me as enemies would be.
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There can be but one conclusion. One so
lovingly cared for in so many respects in this
life by such infinite care will surely dwell in
the home of the Lord forever (verse ).

Thoughts for ing People.
SIX MARKS OF CHRIST'S SHEEP,

We find them in John 10:

L. Christ’s sheep know their Shepherd. We
should thank God that we have known the
Shepherd of souls since our infancy. We
should spare no pains until the last sheep of
the wilderness is brought to know and follow
our good Shepherd,

2. They know his voice. Often badness has
put on the garb of goodness, so that sometimes
“the very elect” have nearly been deceived.
But no other voice need ever be mistaken for
the voice of God by the trusting soul.

8. They hear him calling them each by
name. Dr. Porter describes the silent hillsides
of Bashan filled in a moment with life and
sound, while the shepherds lead their flocks forth
from the city—thousands of sheep and goats
in dense, confused masses. Until all came out
the shepherds stood together; then they sepa-
rated, each shepherd taking a different path,
and uttering as he advanced a shrill, peculiar
call.  The sheep heard them. At first the
masses swayed and moved, then they turned
into long living streams, flowing after their
leaders, and the shepherds spoke to the sheep
one by one, and called each by his name. So
our Saviour knows us individually, and talks
to us,

4. They love him. His love satisfies, and in
this love want and fear are unknown.

5. They trust him. Their trust is founded
not only on his promise, but on his perform-
ance. He maketh, he leadeth, he restoreth.
The past and the present sustain our confident
hope for the future,

6. They follow him. Leadership without
following is useless, We can tell whether or
not we are the sheep of the (Good Shepherd by
the direction of our footsteps.

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
PRELIMINARY.

As the psalm that we are considering is one
that every Christian is supposed to have mem-
orized, it will be profitable for the teacher to
spend some time in having the pupils recite it

For those who wish to get at the real mean-
ing of the imagery of the psalm, and who wish
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to make its meaning clear to the pupils, noth-
ing will be more helpful than a small book en-
titled The Shepherd Psalm, by Josephine
Baldwin,

SURROUNDINGS,

No importance need be attached to the time
and the place of the composition of this beauti-
ful pastoral poem. It is a natural outcome of
David’s early life as a shepherd, and is true to
the experiences of devout believers in all ages
and in all climes,

APPROACH,

The method of approach employed in teach-
ing will depend upon what is our paramount
aim in the presentation of the psalm.  (See
Lesson Text below.) It is suggested that the
teacher make himself familiar with the prac-
tices of an oriental shepherd, and as his ap-
proach tell a story of the shepherd’s relation to
is sheep., For boys, an expansion of 1 Sam.
17. 34-36 would make an impressive approach.

LESSON TEXT,

Two methods of treatment are suggested :

1. Let the teacher become very familiar with
the imagery of the text, and get the real mean-
ing of the various phrases and words, such gs
“the shadow of death,” “rod,” “staff,” “oil,”
“eup,” ete. Have the pupils repeat the psalm
verse by verse, question to ascertain whether
they know the meaning of the words and un-
derstand the pictures employed, explain where-
ever necessary, and show the spiritual applica-
tion. (It would be a revelation to learn how
many persons in the school have no real con-
ception of the meaning of the word “rod” in
verse 4,)

2. Another plan would be to show what the
shepherd does for his sheep. For example :

(1) Supplies every nced (verse 1),

(2) Feeds (verse 2).

(3) Rests (verse 2).

(4) Restores (verse 3).

(5) Leads (verse 3).

(6) Protects (verse 4).

(7) Entertaivs (verse 5).

(8) Blesses (verse 5).

Have the pupils open their Bibles at John
10. 1-18, and tell how many of the above ex-
pressions or ideas have their equivalents in
Jesus's description of himself as the Good
Shepherd.

Finally, ask: In order that God shall be
my shepherd what am I to do? Use all an-
swers to lead up to the thought: If God is my
shepherd I must hear, obey, and follow him.
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MEMORY WORK.
Have all print the following in order that it
may be memorized, and also preserved for fu-
ture reference and use:

THE GOOD SHEPHERD

EDS
RESTS
RESTORES
CADS
OTECTS
INTERTAINS L}
ESSES

Ask all to print at home the above on their
cards, and also the following :

I WILL YIELD LOVING

OBEDIENCE
TO THE LORD, MY SHEPHERD,

Request all who will truly make this prom-
ise to remain after school for special prayer,
(Very young children may be led to Christ the
Good Shepherd. )

STUDY IN ADVANCE.

Ask all who have signed the pledge to bring
their pledge cards with them on next Sunday,
and all who have not already signed to get their
parents’ permission to do so. Ask each pupil
to bring in on next Sunday an account of some
harm that has resulted from the use of strong
drink. (These accounts may be clipped from
newspapers, copied from books, or written out
as the result of observation or of recitals by
the pupils’ friends.)

Review words, “Shepherd,” “Obedience,”

By Way of Illustration.

David the Shepherd Boy. We are told in
Persian story of a ruler who dedicated one
apartment in his palace to the memory of
earlier days, ere royal caprice had lifted him
from lowliness to honor. There in a tiny room
with bare floors was the simple equipment of
shepherd life—the crook, the wallet, the coarse
dress, the water cruse; and there he spent a
part of each day, remembering what he had
been, as an antidote to those temptations which
beset men in the dazzling light of royal favor.
So David the king did not forget David the
shepherd boy.—F. B, Meyer.

“Uy shepherd” Tt is a personal relation-
ship. John tells us that “He calleth his own
sheep by name,” and He says to us through
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Isaiah, “I have called thee by thy name; thou
art mine.” Joseph Cook, in writing of his ex-
periences in India, says: “l was cheered
through all my journey from the sea to the
Himalaya Mountains with the twitter of a lit-
tle native bird.” This great man, deep in the
mysteries of India’s peculiar races and weird
philosophies, found solace and pleasure in a
tiny bird. So does the Lord Jesus listen for
your song, be it ever so simple, and wait for
your service, be it ever so imperfect.

A traveler in Syria once put on the shep-
herd’s dress and, imitating his call, went out
to the flock and pretended he was the shepherd,
The sheep paid no attention to him. ‘Wil
your sheep never follow anyone but you?’ he
asked. “Sometimes when a sheep gets sick it
will follow a stranger; never any other time,”
answered the shepherd.—Bishop W. X, Ninde.

Verses 2, 3. The midday or nightly rest is
intended to fit for effort, and S0 “paths of
righteousness” come next after the “green pas-
tures” and “still waters.” The purpose of re-
pose and refreshment is to prepare for tasks
and marches, A man may lie in a bath til)
strength is diminished, or may take his plunge
and come from it braced for work. In the re-
ligious life it is possible to commit a like error,
and to so prize “still waters” as to put aside
imperative duty for the sake of them. We are
like Peter and say, “Let us make here three
tabernacles,” while there were devil-ridden suf-
ferers waiting to be healed down on the
plain—Dr, Alezander MeLaren,

The Banquet. Verses 5, 6. The psalmist
says, “I am more than Jehovah's sheep; I am
Jehoval's guest.” It is a mark of great in-
timacy to sit with a man at his table; in
the East it is essentially so: it signifies inti~
macy and love. The chief complaint made
against Jesus was that he not only received
sinners, but ate with them. It was not possible

for our Lord to give a more touching proof of -
his love for his wayward follower than to dip -

a sop and pass it to his hands. Many times in
the Bible the Christian life is spoken of as a
feast, which is the highest type of earthly
merrymaking. In Luke 12. 87 we find the re-
ward of the faithful servants: “Verily I say
unto you, that he [the Lord] shall gird him-
self, and make them to sit down to meat, and
will come forth and serve them.” He will be
the Host and will himself serve his guests,
“Goodness and merey shall follow me all the
days of my life”” In England when I saw a
man walking T said, “He is probably a poor
man.” If he drove a carriage I concluded he

e T TS
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was fairly well-to-do. If he had coachman and
footman I knew he had wealth, But if he had
two footmen I was tolerably sure that he be-
longed to royalty. So every Christian, child of
a King, has two footmen, goodness and mer-
ey.—Moody.

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

David wrote this beautiful psalm in the
midst of turbulent scenes. The quiet waters
beside which his Shepherd led him were not in
the outward life. It was the River of Peace,
flowing not from earthly springs, but from the
exhaustless springs of God's love; that of
which Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you, my
peace I give unto you; not as the world giveth
give I unto you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid.” We must
find these waters of quietness, While there is
trouble, and fret, and rush outside, there must
be peace within. We must let the Good Shep-
herd lead us into cool, quiet, resting places or
we shall fall in a dead faint by the way. It is
easy to talk of the beauty and grace of a quiet
mind and an undisturbed temper when life’s
currents flow peacefully, but not so easy when
the depths are stoned and there are rocks and
rapids to be gone over. Then we need to be
led by One who knows where to find the still
waters. It is very comforting to be assured
that God does not want his children to wander
about weary, troubled, anxious. He says,
“Come unto me and rest.” We are not hunting
for him, but he is hunting for us, to care for
and to protect us. “For thus saith the Lord
God: Behold, I, even I, will both search my
sheep, and seek them out. As a Shepherd seek-
eth out his flock in the day that he is among
his sheep that are scattered: so will T seek out
my sheep, and will deliver them out of all
places where they have been scattered in the
cloudy and dark day. . . . I will feed them in
a good pasture , , , by the rivers. . .. I will
feed my flock, and I will cause them to lie
down, saith the Lord God. I will seek that
which was lost, and bring again that which
was driven away, and will bind up that which
was broken, and will strengthen that which was
sick.” With such a Shepherd we confidently
say, “I shall not want.”

He leadeth me. Who leadeth? The Lord
Jesus. “I am the good shepherd; the good
shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” He
leads beside the still waters of a conscience
cleansed from sin: “Being justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Je-

" sus Ohrist.” The quiet waters of trust: “My
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God shall supply all your need according to
his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” The quiet
waters of patience: “To them who by patient
continuance in welldoing seek for glory and
honor and immortality, eternal life.” Ah, pa-
tient continuance! You say you would like a
little change; these waters are too still. It
Erows monotonous, wearisome, But if the
Good Shepherd leads you there, they will prove
to be sweet waters, beautiful, reflecting the
heaven above you. Put the emphasis upon the
two words “He” and “me.”  Jesus is a real
person; he knows me and cares for me as fully
as if there were no one else in the world for
him to think of. “He calleth his own sheep by
name, and leadeth them out.”

We will never find the quiet waters unless
we follow our Shepherd. If you are looking
for anything really satisfying in this world
apart from him let me tell you, faithfully and
tenderly, you will be disappointed. I do not
say it because I am a misanthrope or a pes-
simist. This is a good world in which to get
ready for a better one; I rejoice in its beauty
and its many pleasures, But it can never sat-
isfy a soul born for heaven. It gives, but not
as Jesus gives, I want you to have his peace,
then you can make the most of all the world
can offer and yet be so independent of it that
you could lose all and yet Joyfully say, “I
shall not want.”

“Lie down and sleep,
Leave it with God to keep
This sorrow which is past
Now of thy heart.
When thou dost wake,
If still *tis thine to take,
Utter no wild complaint :
Work waits thy hands;
If thou shouldst faint
God understands.”

The Teachers’ Meeting,

Two outlines: 1. God our Guide, verses 1-3;
2. God our Defender, verse 4; 3. God our Pro-
vider, verse 5: 4. Confidence in God, verse
6 ... 1 The Good Shepherd; 2. His Pro-
vision for the Sheep: 8. His Superiority to
all Foes; 4, Victory over Enemies,

—

Library References.

SHEPHERD LIFE IN THE EAsT.—Tristram,
Eastern Customs in Bible Lands, pages 111-
119 is especially good. Van Lennep, Rible
Lands, page 184, Kean, Among the Holy
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Places, pages 92-117. Mackie, Bible Manners
and Customs, pages 27-56. Stapfer, Palestine
in the Time of Christ, page 226, Bissell, Bib-
lical Antiquities, pages 107-110.

SPECIAL WORKS ON TiIs PsaLyM.—Meyer,
The Shepherd Psalm,  Smith, Four Psalms.
Baldwin, The Shepherd Psalm for Children,
Ker, The Psalms in History and Biography,
pages 40-46,  Also the references on Lesson 111,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.

General.—MacLaren, A., Sermons in Man-
chester, vol. i, page 307. Free Church Pulpit,
vol. iii, page 361, Kollock, H., Sermons, page
314, Vincent, Gates into the Psalm Country,
page 53. Verse 1.—Spurgeon, Sermons, vol. iv,
page 75. Banks, David and His Friends, page
86.  Verse 3.—Preacher's Magazine, 1898, page
31 Spring, G., The Bethel Flag, page 201.
Griffin, E. D., Nermons, page 169, Verse 4,—
Preacher’s  Magazine, 1895, page 536. The
Treasury, vol, iv, page 79. Jay, William,
Works, vol, iii, page 219. Blair, Hugh, Ser-
mons, page 200. The Preacher, vol. ii, page
18. The Homiletic Review, vol. xli, page 73.
Verse b5.—~Watkinson, Mistaken Rigns, page
158, Preacher's Magazine, 1896, page 10, The
Treasury, vol. vii, page 621.  Metropolitan Pul-
»it, vol. ii, page 9. Verse G.~Munger, The
Appeal to Life, page 67, The Pulpit, Lon-
don, vol. Ixvii, page 29,

Blackboard,
The most tender and striking figure is em-
ployed by David to describe the personal rela-
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tion between himself and God. The kindness
and solicitude of a shepherd for his flock repre-
sents to him the loving-kindness of Jehovah,
However many or devious the paths of life
might be, there was one path upon which the
cares and perplexities of life did not intrude to
take away his comfort and peace of heart, It
was the way wherein the Good Shepherd led,

. and there the pastures were always green and

the waters still. David looks in retrospect over
his lifelong journey, and can discover nothing

THAELORD

but the goodness and mercy of the Lord; and
in the calm consideration of the past he can
scan the future confidently, hopefully, fear-
lessly. Do we too know the Lord as our
Shepherd ?

Coloring.—I’ath and words, cream; wording,
white and light green with red.

———

LESSON VIIL The Curse of Strong Drink,

[Nov. 22,

GOLDEN TEXT. Wine isa mocker, Prov. 20, 1.

AUTHORIZED VERSION.

Prov. 20.1; 23. 20,21, 20-35. [ Commit to memory
verses 20-32,)

1 Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging:
and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.

20 Be not among winebibbers ; among riotous
eaters of flesh:

21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall
come to poverty: and drowsiness shall clothe
@ man with rags,

20 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who
hath contentions? who hath ‘babbling? who hath
wounds without cause? who hath redness of
eyes?

REvVISED VERsION,*

1 Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler ;
And whosoever erreth thereby is not wise,
20 Be not among winebibbers ;
Among gluttonous eaters of flesh :
21 For the drunkard and the glutton shall come
to poverty;
And drowsiness will clothe @ man with rags.
20 Who hath woe? who hath sorrow? who hath
contentions ?
Who hath complaining? who hath wounds
without cause?
Who hath redness of eyes?
30 They that tarry long at the wine;

e A SR,
i * The Revised Version, copyright 1001, by Thomas Nelson
Sons,




30 They that tarry long at the wine; they
. ‘that go to seek mixed wine,

31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is
red, when it giveth his color in the cup, when
it moveth itself aright,

32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, and
stingeth like an adder.

33 Thine eyes shall behold strange women,
and thine heart shall utter perverse things,

34 Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down
in the midst of the sea, or as he that lieth upon
the top of a mast,

85 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and
I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt
it not: when shall I awake? I will seek it yet
again,
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They that go to seek out mixed wine,
31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red,
When it sparkleth in the cup,
When it goeth down smoothly :
32 At the last it biteth like a serpent,
And stingeth like an adder,
33 Thine eyes shall behold strange things,
And thy heart shal) utter perverse things,
34 Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in
the midst of the sea,
Or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast,
35 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I
was not hurt ;
They have beaten me, and I felt it not ;
When shall I awake? I will seek it yet
again,

Time.—About 1000 B. C. (Usher).

Home Readings,

M. The Curse of Strong Drink. Prov, 20, 1;
23. 20, 21, 29-35

Tu. Source of woe, Isa, 11-23.

W. A danger signal. Isa. 28, 1-7.

Th. Luxury and captivity, Amos G, 1-7.

F. Drunkenness and defeat. 1 Kings 20,
13-21.

8. An evil portion. Matt. 24, 4251,

8. Watch! 1 Thess. 5. 4-11,

Lesson Hymas.,
New Canadian Hymnal, No. 222,

Gently, Lord, oh, gently lead us
Through this lonely vale of tears.

New Canadian Hymnal, No. 351.

When times of temptation bring sadness and
gloom,
I will tell it to Jesus, my Lord.

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 321,

A better day is coming,
A morning promised long.

Questions for Senior Scholars,

1. The Deceitfulness of Intoxicants (v, 3
20, 21).—What conditions of drunkenness do
the Old Testament books of history and proph-
ecy reveal? Were distilled liquors known in
Old Testament times? In what sense is wine
a mocker? Is it wise to take wine or liquors

in “moderate” quantities? Is it wise to asso-
ciate with drinking men, even though we do

not ourselves partake of liquor? Why is glut-
tonous eating of flesh forbidden? Is there any
one cause of poverty as prevalent at the pres-
ent time as drunkenness? How does drunk-
enness lead to inertia and uselessness ?

2. The Ruin Wrought by Intemperance (v.
20-35) . —What process ‘in the wine is described
by getting “red”? by “sparkling”? by *going
down smoothly”?  Are the horrors of the
strong drink habit exaggerated in our lesson?
Has our lesson anything to say about the fam-
ily horrors of indulgence in strong drink?
About the social and political horrors? About
the mechanical and business disasters?

0 Tat, 43, [ )
Q for

1. Warnings against Eacess (v, 1, 20, 21) —
What two words indicate intoxicating liquors ?
What difference between such liquors now and
those known in Bible times? What are the
effects of the use of intoxicants? In what sense
is wine a mocker? What two forms of excess
are mentioned together? What evil results are
spoken of ?

2. The Woes and Vices of the Drunkard (v.
29-35).—What results are mentioned as a re-
sult of drinking? What attractive features of
wine are mentioned? What warning is given?
What evil results of intoxicating liquors are
in verses 32-35% What is the only safe thing
to do in regard to these drinks?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

What great evil is in all lands? Who first
separated the spirit of wine from wine? What
did they call it?% What kind of power has it?
How long ago did King Solomon talk about
it? What other kind of intemperance is there?
What does strong drink make? Drunkards.
What does too much eating make? Gluttons.
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How can you avoid being either? When must
you begin? Who will tempt you, and how will
he do it? What will a wise child resolve to
do? What are our bodies? What are we
taught to do? To “be filled with the Spirit.”
Ought we to live by a rule? Whose rule shall
we take?

The Condensed Review.

1. Against what sin is this lesson directed?
Against the sin of intemperance. 2, What is
intemperance ? Bacess of any kind. 3. What
particular excess is here denounced? Earcessive
use of intoz‘il'ah’ny drinks. 4. What warning
does the Seripture pronounce against the seller
of intoxicating drinks? “Woe unto him that
giveth his neighbor  drink” (Hab. 2. 15),
5. What warning to the user of these drinks?
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“Wine is,” ete. GoLpEN TEX7. 6. What direct
command does it give to all? “Look not thow
upon the wine when it is red.”

The Church Catechism,

50, \What are our duties to society at large?
Our duties to society at large are truth, honour,
Justice, and kindness to all men ; equity, fidelity,
honesty, and industry in business ; help to the
needy ; and respect for age and authority,

Philippians 4. 8. Finally, brethren, whatsoever
things are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever
things are of good report ; if there be any virtue,
and if there be any praise, think on these things.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Five Evils to be Avoided by Youth,

L. SELF-INDULGENCE,
Whesocver is deceived thereby is not wise.
v. 1,
Mortify the deeds of the body. Rom. 8. 13.
Know thou that for all these things God
will bring thee into judgment. Eccles,
11. 9.

IL. Evir. ComMPANIONSTTP,
Be not among winebibbers, riotous eaters.
v. 20.
Evil communications corrupt good man-
ners. 1 Cor, 15. 33,
Follow not that which is evil, 3 John 11,
I11. Poverry,
Shall come to poverty; shall clothe a man
with rags. v. 21,

The belly of the wicked shall want. Prov.
13. 25.
So shall thy poverty come as one that tray-
eleth; and thy want as an armed man.
Prov. 24, 34,
IV. SLAvERY TO EviL Hanir,
They that tarry long; I will seek it yet
again. v. 30, 35,
Woe to them that draw sin as with a cart
rope. Isa, 5. 18,
V. A BIrTER CONSCIENCE,
It biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an
adder. v, 32,
Thine own wickedness shall correct thee,
Jer. 2, 19,

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

All strong drink is bad. Mere moderation in the use of it is a mockery, To take it atall is a sin against
both body and soul. Total abstinence is the only remedy. In this lesson Sol ens pl
experiences from which we all would shrink, and asks, Who is it ‘hat hath these? The answer is (substan-
tially), All who indulge in intoxicants ; and especially, the connoisseurs, whose Jjaded palates are ever cray-
ing fresh stimulant. [Stock.) Now it Any young person among our Sunday scholars s disposed to agree
with all this, but to excuse himself by adding, ““I at least am neither a habitual drinker nor a connoisseur,’
Solomon replies in effect, * Beware o the beginnings of this worst of all habits.” In the closing verse the

certain results of intemperance are vividly described—
uoticed danger, and the drowsy semi-idiotic state in wl
cation, Worst of all is the fascination of the habit, whi

fleshly lust, foolish thoughts, imminent though un-
hich the drunkard awakes out of the sleep of intoxi-
ch leads the sufferer back to the cause of his suffering,

Verse 1. Wine. . 8trong drink. 'The
two intoxicants of the ancient East. The He-
brew word here used for wine (ydyin) occurs
one hundred and forty times in the text of the
Old Testament, and is uniformly rendered
“wine” by both the English and the Revised

Versions. Tt seems indeed to be the original
of the English word wine, passing through the
Greek form oinos and the Latin form vinum.
Other Hebrew words are elsewhere used for
wines; one of them especially, tirds, serves in
Some passages to describe the freshly expressed
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and still unfermented grape juice, But ydyin
always means grape wine, fermented and ma-
tured. The word for “strong drink” is stkar,
from a root which supplies the Hebrew words
for drunk, drunkard, drunkenness, “Its ety-
mology warrants the inference that it is to be
regarded as a comprehensive designation for
every sort of intoxicating beverage from what-
ever source derived,"—R, §. Kennedy, in En-
cyclopadia Biblica. In some passages the
meanings of the two words overlap; in this
text a parallelism is made for the purpose of
including all intoxicants. Date wine was prob-
ably very early used as a strong drink by
the Hebrews. In later times cider was added
to the mischief-making drinks, and wines made
from quinces and from pomegranates, Foreign
liquors also were imported to Palestine: a
Babylonian drink made from sour milk (like
kumiss) ; the liquors from Media and Edom
made from malted fruit juice; and Egyptian
barley beer which became famous throughout
the ancient world, Strong drink was also made
by mingling spices with wine. (See note on
verse 30.) It is probable that the division in
the mind of the writer was not so much be-
tween the sources and processes of manufac-
ture of intoxicants as it was between the two
great effects that intoxicants have on the mind
and conduct. Everything that intoxicates is
either a mocker or a brawler (Revised Version
instead of raging) or both, Intoxication tends
to deceive the intoxicated person and to make
trouble between him and others. Is deceived
is literally reels.

20. Be not among. Associate not with.
Winebibbers. “Drunkards in wine.”  Riotous
[“gluttonous™] eaters of flesh. A phrase of
uncertain meaning : literally, “‘squanderers of
flesh.” Probably animal food was as much of
a luxury to the common people of ancient Pal-
estine as it is now to the majority of people in
Asia, and the eating of it at a banquet was
typical of excess,

21. For the drunkard and the glutton shall
come to poverty. The word for “glutton” is the
same as the word for “riotous eaters of flesh.”
Drowsiness [literally, “sleepyheadedness”] shall
[“Will"] clothe @ man with rags. Dr. Plump-
tre's comment is forcible: “The three forms of
evil that destroy character and reputation are
here brought together : liquor, lust, and lazi-
ness.”

29. Who hath woe? Who hath sorrow? The
Hebrew is startling; literally, “Who hath Oh!
who hath Alas!” TInstead of nouns interjec-
tions are used. Who hath contentions? who

[Nov. 22.

hath  babbling [“complaining”)? who hath
wounds without cause? who hath redness
[Margin, “darkness”] of eyes? Here are the
sadly familiar phenomena of intoxication: re-
gret for lost innocence and lost self-control ;
needless and inexcusable injuries, “the result of
groundless differences;” and confusion of the
vision and of other senses, The questions
hardly need an answer, but the inspired poet
proceeds to give it,

30. They that tarry long at the wine; they
that go to seck [“out”] mized wine. In later
times it was the Jewish custom to use diluted
wine: “Three parts of water to one part of
wine, excepting when the wine was very weak,
when two parts of water were used.”  For one
to drink wine without dilution, or for one to
drink much wine, was regarded as indulgence
to excess, and mixed wine, wine heightened in
flavor and increased in strength by aromatic
herbs and spices, was regarded as peculiarly
injurious. Sometimes honey and pepper were
added. In Assyria it was the custom of lux-
urious revelers to have the drugs and aromatics
pounded into a paste in their presence, This
perfumed paste was dissolved during the feast
in earthen bowls of wine, and served,

31. Look not thou upon the wine when it
is red. Or, in other words, upon red wine, or,
the redness of wine. Palestinian wines seem
generally to have been red. When it giveth his
color in the cup [*“When it sparkleth in the
cup”], when it moveth itself aright [“When
it goeth down smoothly”]. The warning is
against the baneful fascinations of color and
the seduction of taste, The connection with
the next verse is close: “At first it glides
smoothly down, over the lips and the palate,
but"—

32. At the last it biteth like a serpent, and
stingeth like an adder. This means painfully
and fatally, It may also mean comprehen-
sively. There is no wound more immediately
prevalent in its effects over all physical fune-
tions than the bite of a poisonous snake, which
affects the blood, the digestive organs, and the
mind. So is it with intoxicating liquor. Our
delicate and composite physical nature, our in-
tellect and our soul, are all destroyed by it. The
species of snake referred to as an adder is not
known.

33. Thine eyes shall behold strange women
[“strange things”), end thine [“thy”] heart
shall utter perverse things. “Strange women"
is a common phrase for “stranger women,”
foreign women ; most of the enticers to the so-
cial evil in Palestine being foreigners. But the
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sense of the phrase here seems to be that while
the heart conceives and the mouth utters per-
versities, the eyes behold perversities, and the
allusion may be [Miller] to delirium tremens,
In any case the meaning is plain. “Conscience
and common sense have been dethroned and the
emotional nature is vitiated,”

34. Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down
in the midst of the sea, or as he that licth
upon the top of a mast. “The disturbed rest
and perturbation of thought oceasioned by the
motion of a ship at sea” are used as a figure,
The word translated “mast” is of uncertain
meaning. But the entire sentence closely de-
scribes “the broken, unsound sleep of the rey-

HOMILETICAL AND

The Deceitfulness of Intozicants, Wine is a
mocker and a scorner; who mocks at his vie-
tims whom he has brought into trouble and
scorns those whom he has deceived, Men are
“drunken with wine wherein is excess” or riot
(Eph. 5. 18). The tendency to produce excess
is due to the alcohol contained therein. The
great criminal concealed in the intoxicating
beverages that have cursed mankind is alco-
hol, whether produced by fermentation or by
distillation.

The drunkard in his soliloguy (Prov. 23, 35)
says, “I will seek it yet again.” Unconscious
of the excesses of the night, as soon as he
awakes his first thought is to return to his old
habits. One of the greatest i ts of
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eler—his head whirling, his mind confused.”—
Toy.

35. They have stricken me, shalt thou say,
and I was not sick [“hurt”) ; they have beaten
me, and I felt it not. The drunken man is
counting his “wounds without cause,” and he
sees that he has been more severely injured
than his feelings indicate. The worst injuries
of the drink habit are at the time unconscious
to him who indulges. When shall 1 awake?
I will seek it vet again. Here is the climactic
conclusion of this awfully realistic deseription,
“The drunkard’s experience teaches him noth-
ing—his only desire is to get back to his
debauch.”

PRACTICAL NOTES.

twentieth century must earn the distinction of
the destruction of the drink evil,

This is the supreme criminal of all time,
There is not a single ecrime that this hideous
beast does not carry in his pouch. Murder is
one of the mildest aberrations from good citi-
zenship that characterize this monster. The
tortures of the dark Ages were mere amuse-
ments compared with the terrors and horrors
that this evil inflicts upon its victims. Who
can understand the thumbscrews of the mind?
Think of the wheels that pull apart the Jjoints
of the soul! What abysses of agony are
found in the racks of the spirit! The old
external tortures soon find their limit in the
1

drunkenness is this insatiable appetite,

Warning against the Low Associations of
Winebibbers. The associations of the wine-
room were considered disreputable in ancient
Jerusalem, and the saloon should be held in the
same evil repute to-day.

To be among winebibbers is to be among
“gluttonous eaters of flesh,” “Animal food did
not enter into the ordinary diet of the people,
and when at an occasional banquet it was
served with lavish hospitality and with in-
viting variety there was great temptation to
indulge to excess. The ‘gluttonous’ feature of
ancient feasting astonishes students of history.”
The drunkard and the glutton shall “dispos-
sess themselves” of their substance and “‘come
to poverty:” for “drowsiness will clothe a man
in rags” (verse 21), Drunkenness, gluttony,
drowsiness, liquor, lust, and pauperism, are the
disreputable associations to which the saloon in-
vites its patrons.

The Destruction of the Drink Evil. The nine-
teenth century will ever be known in history
as the age of the destruction of slavery., The

bed nerve and fainting heart. But the
hells that burn in the breast of him who is
dying of delirium tremens defy description.
Uncap hell. Look upon the great army, a hun-
dred thousand strong, marching into these tor-
ments every year in our great Empire,

*“Prevent the coming generation from acquir-
ing the craving, and liberate the slaves now in
bondage, and you have done much toward
making this world like Eden"’—lh'nhap C. H.
Fouwler,

Abstinence and Moderation, “Thus far ex-
periments upon large bodies of men, in ex-
ploring expeditions, and in the armies, where
labor and exposure have to be endured, indicate
that when the regular moderation quantity of
alcohol is taken the harmful effects offset the
beneficial ones, and the moderate drinker is
made less fit, rather than more fit, to work.”—
Dr. Hewes, Harvard Medical Sehool.

Liquor destroys Reliability, In times of stress,
whether in mercantile pursuits or national defense,
liquor is now being debarred. General Kitchener
rigidly enforced prohibition in his Soudan cam-
paign, and even army officers under him were

i
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compelled to leave behind private supplies of
wine that they had intended for personal use,
There were no favors shown. Lord Roberts, an
abstainer himself, also prohibited the use of
liquor by our soldiers in South Africa, except
such as was necessary for hospital or medical use.

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson,
INSANITY FOR SALE,

I have seen grogshops with these signs
painted on them: “The Charms of the Seduc-
toress;"” “The Vesuvius:” “The Shipwreck ;"
“The Delirium Tremens;” “The Little Hell ;”
ete.

Do these signs appall and repel? No. When
one has sold his soul to buy insanity they at-
tract. There is in man a bravery that courts
danger with an assurance of victory.,  When
this trait is perverted it becomes a dare-devil-
ism that rushes madly into certain defeat. Ad-
miral de Gama, of Brauzil, traitorously took his
ship over to the rebels, Defeated, he blew up
his ship with all on board.

Wine is a mocker in that it debases and de-
stroys the best in man—strength, clear-headed-
ness, power to get wealth, knowledge, power of
will, family affection, love of God—and rouses
the worst in man—woe, sorrow, wounds with-
out cause, murders, “It first maddens, then
unchains the tiger” in man.

After all this has been experienced, after dis-
grace, loss of business positions, destruction of
family, ruin of personal powers, the sheer in-
sanity that has been purchased is apparent in
the poor victim’s saying, “When I awake I will
seek it again” (verse 85). One disgraceful de-
bauch is not enough. No importunity of friends
avails. No entreaties of aged father, once loved
mother, nor of wife he has sworn to love and
protect, have weight. No fear of death and
damnation holds him back. He has sold soul
and bought insanity.

Thoughts for Young People.
FOUR STEPS IN THE RIGHT WAY,

1. Temperance. Wines and liquors at pub-
lic dinners, festivals, weddings, and social par-
ties are highly improper, They offer tempta-
tion. They entrap the unwary. They open a
door to vice. They set a bad example, They
offend Christian consciences, and outrage the
general sentiment of the best people.  They
lower the tone of morals, publie, social, and pri-
vate. They invite to partake, and ruin many
souls. Prov. 1. 10, 15; 23, 20; 28 10; Rom.
14. 13; 2 Cor. 11. 29; 1 Tim. 5. 22,

[Nov. 22,

2. Total abstinence from intoxicating drinks
becomes a duty, and doubly so for young per-
sons who are framing their principles and
forming their habits, Personal safety, and re-
spousibility for influence, as well, require it of
all.  Deut. 21, 20, 21; Rom. 13. 13, 14; 1 Cor.
7. 81; 8 9, 12, 13; 9. 25; Titus 2. 12;
2 Pet. 1.

3. Prohibition. The business of making
drunkards is wicked, and ought to be prohib-
ited by civil law. God’s curse is upon it; and
men should not tolerate it. Psa. 94. 20;
Eccles. 3. 16; Isa. 28, 1; 59, 14.

4. Spiritual Life. There is only one suffi-
cient cure for the evil of intoxicants, that is,
Christian holiness, “Be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess; but be filled with the
Spirit.”  The Spirit brings purity to the af.
fections, sweetness to the temper, knowledge
to the mind, peace in the conscience, love in
the home, precious friends in social life, and
God’s Dblessing in living and dying. Gal. 5.
1 i 1 Cor, 6. 10; Eph, 4. 19-23; 5. 9; 1
Pet. 1. 14, 15. [D. 4. Whedon.)

Teaching Hints for Intermediate Classes,
PRELIMINARY,

As this Sunday is to be observed as the
World’s Temperance Sunday the teacher shoull
put in his or her very best endeavors to make
the day tell for temperance, and therefore for
righteousness. The fact that the pupils to be
instructed and influenced are not drunkards
should not lead to any lessening of effort, but
rather to an increase thereof, for the twofold
reason that it is vastly easier to prevent than
to cure drunkenness, and no teacher has any
guarantee that the pupils may not become
drunkards,

SURROUNDINGS.

There is no need of spending valuable time
on the lesson surroundings,

APPROACH,

For the purposes of recalling the fact that
the evils of intemperance are just as marked
to-day as they ever were, and of instilling in
the pupils’ minds a hatred of the accursed
thing, read to them the following or some
similar testimony :

Judge McAuley, of Kansas City, in commit-
ting a “plain drunk,” gave utterance to the
following: “If I had my way I would not

only close every saloon in the country, Sunday
and week days, but T would stop the sale of in-
toxicating liquor in any shape or for any pur-
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pose whatever. 1 would make it a crime to
manufacture the stuff. This may be far-
reaching, but the sentiment is justified by the
sights and experiences in this court-room,
Ninety-five per cent of the cases tried here are
the direct results of whisky ; the other five per
cent includes morphine and cocaine fiends and
a few petty grievances that come before me for
adjustment. The woes that arise from the use
of whisky, the ruined men and women, the
broken families, the griefs and tears all aired
in this court, are enough to turn gray the hair
on a buffalo robe.”"—Lvangelical Messenger,

LESSON TEXT.

Because of the short time allotted to lesson
study a selection must be made, One or more
of the following pictures may be painted, and
then questioned upon. The teacher’s knowl-
edge of the pupils’ environments will help in
the selection :

1. A Mocker. There is a man that goes
along mocking at everything that is high and
noble. He scoffs and makes light of everything
that is worthy of the highest thought and the
best endeavor. One listens to his mocking, em-
braces his ways only to find that the man is
mocking him for his foolishness. What is the
man’s name? (Mr. Wine.) What is the name
of the one who follows him? (Mr. Fool.) 11-
lustrate how wine leads astray by mocking, and
then mocks the deluded one.

2. A Brawler. There is a man going along
looking for a fight. He is boisterous and
rough. He insults women and threatens men,
What is his name? (Mr, Strong Drink.)
What does he do? What is done to him? What
finally becomes of him? (Be ready with perti-
nent illustrations,)

8. 4 Rag Man. T.ook at that man lying
asleep in that alleyway. See! he is awakening,
Look at the rags that take the place of clothes!
For what is he looking? Ah, he has found it.
It is an old tin can. Watch him shamble up
to the side door of that saloon and drain the
beer  kegs, What is his name? (Mr.
Drunkard.)

4. A Red-eyed Woman, There she goes, cov-
ered with wounds, babbling, quarreling, a per-
fect picture of woe and sorrow. What is her
name? (Mrs. Drunkard.) By what means
did she come to her present condition?

The above will probably be as much of the
text as time will permit to be dwelt upon.
Other pictures are suggested ;

1. Mr. Carousal Seeker (verses 30, 31).
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2. Mr. Devil-Possessed (verse 82),

“0, thou invisible spirit of wine,

If thou hast no name to be known by,

Let us call thee devil."—Shakespeare.
3. Mr. Deliriwm T'remens (verses 33, 34),
4. Mr. Slave (verse 35).

MEMORY WORK,
Have the pupils copy the following in order
t® memorize it:

STRONG DRINK

EMPTIES FILLS
POCKETBOOKS, roon HOUSES,
HOMES, HOSPITALS,
MINDS, INSANE ASYLUMS,
CHURCHES, PRISONS,
PULPITS, POTTER'S FIELDS,
HEAVEN. HELL.

Then have ull print this resolve ;

I WILL SHUN THAT

MOCKER

THAT DE

CEIVES SO MANY.

Have pledge cards shown, urge the impor-
tance of keeping the pledge, and ask all whe
have determined to take the pledge 1o remain
after school,

STUDY IN ADVANCE,

Ask the pupils to write during the week a
summary of what they know or can learn about
Solomon. Review words, “Drink,” “Mocker,”

By Way of Ilustration.

Verse 1. A man seeing a wasp creeping into
a bottle filled with honey that was hanging on
a fruit tree said, “Why, you sottish insect, you
are mad to go into that vial, when you can see
many of your kind there dying in it before
you.”  “The reproach is just,” answered the
wasp, “but not from you men who are so far
from taking example from other people's follies
that you will not take warning from your own.
If after falling several times into this vial, and
escaping by chance, 1 should fall in again, I
should then but resemble you."—DNean Swift,

Verse 21. Of every hundred paupers seventy-
five are made so through drink. Out of every
hundred lunatics fifty are made so through
drink. Seventy per cent of the divorces and
ninety per cent of the crimes are traced to the
same source. Shattered constitutions, ruined
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reputations, and untimely deaths come in with
whisky.  Alcohol has well been called “the
devil in solution.”

Verses 29-32. An English chemist suggested
that in addition to the word “poison” a list of
antidotes be printed on the labels of bottles
containing poisons; the Boston Travcler sug-
gests the following inscription to be printed on
the labels of bottles containing  alcoholic
poison :

“It biteth like a serpent,
It stingeth like an adder,
Death is in it!

Touch not! 'Taste not!”

Verse 35. Enslaved. A few years ago a
noted tamer of wild beasts gave a performance
in a large London theater. At the close he
brought out an enormous boa-constrictor,
thirty-five feet long. He had bought it when
two days old, and had seen it grow from a tiny
reptile, which he often carried in his bosom,
into a fearful monster, He considered it per-
fectly harmless, and under his control. The
curtain rose on an Indian woodland scene. A
huge serpent was seen winding its way through
the trees. A man emerges from the heavy foli-
age, and their eyes meet. The serpent quails
before the man, and under his guidance per-
forms a series of frightful feats. At a signal
from the man it begins to coil its heavy folds
around him. Higher and higher do they rise,
until man and serpent seem blended into one,
The man screams while the audience applauds.
But the applause freezes on their lips as they
see that the trainer’s scream was a wail of
death-agony. Those cold, slimy folds had em-
braced hin for the last time. The life was
even then crushed out of him. His slave had
enslaved him. This is the story of intemper-
ance. The man who takes the first glass has
taken a boa of intemperance into his bosom,
and it will straightway crush him.

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

There can be no stronger words spoken re-
garding the use of intoxicating liquor than we
find in the Bible, and no more convincing illus-
trations of its shameful effects. From the be-
ginning the Golden Text is true. Wine is a
mocker. It deceives, betrays, and holds its
victims in pitiless contempt, A study of what
the Bible says must help us to have clearer
convictions, and so avoid the snare. Our Jes-
son gives a solemn warning. Every word
should be remembered. Its questions are an-
swered in faces we daily meet; its announce-
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ment of the bitter end is the story of many a
life with which we are sadly familiar. Isaiah’s
description of the blighting curse seems as if it
were written for the young men of our own
time: “Woe to the crown of pride, to the
drunkards . , ., whose glorious beauty is g
fading flower. ., , , The drunkards shall be
trodden under feet. . . ., They have erred
through wine, and through strong drink are
out of the way; the priest and the prophet
have erred through strong drink, they are swal-
lowed up of wine; they err in vision, they
stumble in judgment.” ‘“Iake heed to your-
selves, lest at any time your hearts be over-
charged with surfeiting and drunkenness, so
that day come upon you unawares.” “Drunk-
ards shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” |
am thankful that St. Paul adds these words of
hope: “And such were some of you, but ye are
washed, ye are sanctified, ye are justified in
the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit
of our God.” This is the only hope for one
deceived by the mocker. Resolutions fail; the
will breaks down; appetite overcomes, But
the power of God can loose the chains, build
up the broken fiber of the mind, and deliver
from the appetite, Hundreds have been
%0 saved; but hundreds more have gone to
hopeless wreck, The only safe way is not to
trifle with the deceiver, Colonel Hadley, whose
experience illustrates the awful effects of
drinking and the blessed rower of God to de-
liver from it, says it is not the many glasses of
liquor which make a man a drunkard, it is the
first glass,

It is so evident that drinking impairs the
brain and hinders the capability for work that
it is quite impossible now for a young man to
get a position in any business if he is known
to be intemperate, A leading daily paper said
recently in an editorial, “It is generally admit-
ted by sensible and intelligent persons that to-
tal abstinence from alcoholic stimulants from
the cradle to the grave is best for the great
majority of mankind.” ILet us count ourselves
in that great majority; then we shall be safe.
The warnings, sad to say, are not needed for
our boys alone; our girls are in danger, Af-
ternoon teas have their perils, It is a shame
even to speak of it, but we must face the truth.
It is shocking to see a dehumanized man; but
a woman! Surely angels hide their faces from
the sight! Yet I have seen it; not a poor out-
cast woman of the street, but a bright, well-
born, respectable girl in good society. And I
have heard of it more often than I have seen
it. I pour out my soul in earnest pleading
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with you, dear members of my class, to set
yourselves with all your powers against this
mocking, damning foe. Will you throw all
your influence against it in society, in your
heme, and in the community? “At the last it
biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an
adder.”

The Teachers' Meeting.

Our lesson, which is selected from two chap-
ters of the book of Proverbs, lends itself to
several analyses. The one followed in the n-
lustrative Notes is forcible: 1. The Deceit-
fulness of Intoxicants, verses 1, 20, 21; 2. The
Ruin Wrovght by Intoxicants, verses 20-35.
+ + « Temperance, in the Scripture use of the
word, is self-restraint. There can be no tem-
perance in the use of a bad thing. Three un-
changeable reasons for intemperance are given :
Our proneness to turn innocent things into sin;
The presence of the Lord (Phil. 4. 5); The
danger that those who follow us may pass us;
for we may be able with safety to go further
than those whom we influence, and so may lead
them to ruin. . .. A textual study of this les-
son, verse by verse, and phrase by phrase, will
be of great benefit,

Library References.

Tue Book or PrOVERBS.—Commentaries,
Toy, Perowne, Delitzsch, Introductions, Dri-
ver, Wright, Adeney, and Harman,

TEMPERANCE~It may be well to repeat the
titles of some books named here during the past *
three or four years. Temperance in All Na-
tions, 2 vols. Williams, Where Satan Sows
His Seced. Coleman, Beautics of Temperance.
Gustafson, Foundations of Death. Dorchester,
Temperance Problem in All Ages.  Wadlin,
Relation of the Liquor Traffic to Pauperism,
Crime, and Insanity: a portion of the 26Gth

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
[Read 1 Chron. chapters 21-29,]
1 Chron. 28.1-10. [ Commit to memory verses 9,10.]

1 And Da'vid assembled all the princes of
Is'ra-el, the princes of the tribes, and the cap-
tains of the companies that ministered to the
king by course, and the captains over the thou-
sands, and captains over the hundreds, and the
stewards over all the substance and possession
of the king, and of his sons, with the officers,
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-

LESSON IX. David’s Charge to Solomon.
GOLDEN TEXT. Trust in the Lord with all thine heart. Prov. 3, 5,

Annual Report of the Massachusetts Bureau of
Statistics of Labor,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON,
Verse 1.—Preacher’s Magazine, 1805, page
170.  Verse —1'he Preacher, vol. i, page 417.
Bean, J., NSermons, page 324 The Homiletic

Review, vol. xiv, page 278: vol. xxxi, page
262; vol. xxxiii, page 83. The Pulpit, Lon-

don, vol. xii, page 327,

Exhilarating and intoxicating liquors have
in all ages menaced the moral welfare of com-
munities, Under one form or another they are
dispensed and sold to those who are too weak
or too foolish to withstand the temptation. The
“bar” of to-day is the open doorway to intem-
perance, and the first step in the downward
course of many a ruined life, If the evils that
lie beneath its alluring guise were known and
understood, its custom would soon decrease. It
is indeed a bar to all that is best in the present
life as well as that longer life to come, and
the safest side of such a “bar” is the outside,

Coloring.—Doorway, cream and black; sign,
blue: word, white; “bar,” red; lettering,
white.

[Nov. 29.

REVISED VERsion,*

1 And David assembled all the princes of Is-
rael, the princes of the tribes, and the captains
of the companies that served the king by course,
and the captains of thousands, and the captaing
of hundreds, and the rulers over all the sub-
stance and possessions of the king and of his

T e N
*The Revised Version, copyright 1901, by Thomas Nelgon,
& Sona,
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and with the mighty men, and with all the val-
iant men, unto Je-ru’sa-lem,

2 Then Da'vid the king stood up upon his
feet, and said, Hear me, my brethren, and my
people: As for me, 1 had in mine heart to build
an house of rest for the ark of the covenant of
the Logp, and for the footstool of our God, and
bad made ready for the building :

3 But God said unto me, Thou shalt not
build an house for my name, because thou hast
been a man of war, and hast shed blood,

4 Howbeit the Lorp God of Is'ra-el chose me
before all the house of my father to be king
over Is'ra-el forever: for he hath chosen Ju'dah
to be the ruler; and of the house of Ju'dah, the
house of my father; and among the sons of my
father he liked me' to make me king over ail
Is'ra-el:

5 And of all my sons, (for the Lorp hath
given me many sons,) he hath chosen Sol’o-mon
my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of
the Lorp over is'm-cl.

6 And he said unto me, Sol’o-mon thy son,
he shall build my house and my courts: for I
have chosen him' to be my son, and I will be
his father,

7 Moreover 1 will establish his kingdom for-
ever, if he be constant to do my commandments

and my judgments, as at this

8 Now therefore in the sight of all Is'ra-el
“the congregation of the Lorp, and in the audi-
ence of our God, keep and seek for all the com-
mandments of the Lorp your God: that ye may
possess this good land, and leayve it for an in-
heritance for your children after you forever,

9 And thou, Sol’o-mon my son, know thou the
God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect
heart and with a willing mind: for the Lorp
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the
imaginations of the thoughts : if thou seek him,
he will be found of 1) ‘e but if thou forsake
him, he will cast thee off forever,

10 Take heed now ; for the Lorn hath el
thee to build an house for the sanctuar
strong, and do it,

—

Time.—About B. (., 1015 (Usher). Place.

—Jerusalem,

Home Readings,

M. David's Charge to Solomon. 1 Chron,

1-10.
Tu. Willing gifts. 1 Chron. 28, 20.21; 99,
1-0.

W. David’s prayer. 1 Chron. 29, 10-19,
Th. Solomon king. 1 Chron. 29, 2
F. A father's advice, 1 Chron,
8. Prayer for Solomon, Psalm
8. Wisdom’s counsel, Prov. 1,

[Nov. 29,

sons, with the officers, and the mighty men, even
all the mighty men of valor, unto Jerusalem,
2 Then Dayid the king stood up upon his feet,
and said, IHear me, my brethren, and my peo-
ple: as for me, it was in my heart to build a
house of rest for the ark of the covenant of
Jehovah, and for the footstool of our God;
and I bad made ready for the building. 3 But
God said unto me, Thou shalt not build a house
for my name, because thou art a man of war,
and hast shed blood. 4 Howbeit Jehovah, the
God of Israel, chose me out of all the house
of my father to be king over Israel forever :
for he hath chosen Judah to be prince; and in
the house of Judah, the house of my father ;
and among the sons of my father he took pleas-
ure in me to make me king over all Israel; 5 and
of all my sons, (for Jehovah hath given me
many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to
sit upon the throne of the kingdom of Jehovah
over Israel. 6 And he said unto me, Solomon
thy son, he shall build my house and my courts ;
for T have chosen him to be my son, and I will
be his father, 7 And I will establish his king-
dom forever, if he be constant to do my com-
mandments and mine ordinances, as at this day.
8 Now therefore, in the sight of all Israel, the
assembly of Jehovah, and in the audience of our
God, observe and seek out all the command-
ments of Jehovah your God; that ye may pos-
sess this good land, and leave it for an inherit-
ance to your children after you forever,

9 And thou, Solomon my son, know thou the
God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect
heart and with g willing mind; for Jehovah
searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the
imaginations of the thoughts : if thou seek him,
he will be found of thee: but if thou forsake
him, he will cast thee off forever. 10 Take heed
now ; for Jehovah hath chosen thee to build a
house for the sanctuary : be strong, and do it.

Lesson Hymns,
New Canadian Hyumal, No, 158,

Jesus, and shall it ever be,
A mortal man ashamed of thee,

New Canadian Hymnal, No, 161.
When Jesus comes to reward his servants,
Whether it be noon or night,
New Canadian Hymnal, No, 328,

Sun of my soul, thou Saviour dear,
1t is not night if thou be near,

Nov. 29,
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Questions for Senior Scholars.

1. The Assembly of All Israel (v. 1), —
What assembly is described in the lesson?
Was it an unusual one? Who called it? Who
composed it? What was David's condition at
the time? What part did he take in it? What
public emergency made this assembly neces-
sary? What became of Adonijah?

2. David’s Frustrated Ambition (v. 2, 3).—
What had David had it in his heart to do?
For what did the “ark of the covenant” stand
in the thought of Israel? Why did God forbid
David? What does this teach us? With what
spirit did David submit to God's will?

3. “The Lord's Anointed” (v. 4, 5).—~For
what had the Lord chosen David? In what
sense could he be king “forever”? Whom had
God chosen to be David’s successor? Who, in
the truest sense, was the Lord’s anointed?

4. Nolomon’s Destiny (v. 6).—What duty
lay before Solomon? If this duty were rightly
performed how would it affect national life?
Iow would it affect the unfolding of the king-
dom of the Lord on earth?

8. The Conditions, Personal and National (v.
7, 8).—On what was the permanence of Solo-
mon’s kingdom conditioned? For what did Da-
vid urge “all Israel” to seek? What national
possession would be theirs through all genera-
tions if they were faithful?

6. David's Charge to Solomon (v. 9, 10).—
How can we know God? What is it to serve him
with a perfect heart? What is it to serve him
with a willing mind? What does the Lord un-

derstand? What are the conditions of our re-
lationship to God? What is the GOLDEN
Text?

Q "y fOf Int, diate Setal

1. David’s Supreme Wish Not Granted (v,
1-3).—What was the occasion of David's
Who were present? Ilow did he ad-
dress them? What great desive had for years
been in David's heart? Why was he not per-
mitted te carry it out?

2. David’s Grateful Review of God's Good-
ness to Him (v. 4-7).—What choice by God
is first mentioned? Who next had heen chosen?
What special work was Solomon to do? What
promises were given to him? Upon what
conditions? 4

speech ?
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8. David's Charge to the Assembly and to
Solomon (v. 8-10).—In whose presence was the
charge given? What was the exhortation given
to the assembly? What consequences were
promised if they obeyed? What charge was
given to Solomon? What is said of the divine
knowledge? What solemn truths at the close
of verse 97 What special work was Solomon
to do? What was he to be careful about?

Questions for Younger Scholars,

What did David do in his last days? Whom
did he gather around him? What did he say
was the desire of his heart? For what did he
want a place of rest? What had the Lord
told him? Why Who was to build it after
him? What does the name “Solomon’ mean 't
Peaceable. How long was the kingdom to last?
What did David entreat of his son Solomon?
What did he say of the Lord’s knowledge %
What would come if Solomon served him faith-
fully? What if he forsook him? What were
his last words? What did David have to give
to Solomon?

The Condensed Review.

1. What men did David call together to
Jerusalem?  The chief men of all Isracl.
2. What did David say had been in his heart?
To build a house for the Lord. 3. Why had
God forbidden him to build the temple? Be-
cause he had been a man of war and had shed
blood. 4. Whom had God chosen to succeed
David on the throne? Solomon. 8. What did
God wish Solomon to do? To build him a
house—the temple. 6. What did God urge all
Israel to do? To keep and seck for all the
commandments of the Lord. "7, What did he
urge Solomon to do? “Know thou the God of
thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart
and with a willing mind.”

The Church Catechism.,

61. How doth our Lord sum up our duties to
our fellow-men ? Our Lord sums up our duties to
our fellow-men in the Golden Rule, ** All things
whatsoever ye would that men should do unto you,
do ye even so to them.”

Matthew 7. 12. Therefore all things whatsoever
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so
to them : for this is the law and the prophets.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Four Characteristics of the Good Man.

L. He Skeks Fest Tug KiNepox or Gon,
I had in mine heart to build an house of
rest for the ark, v. 2.

I was glad when they said unto me, Let
us go into the house of the Lord. Psa.
122, 1.
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Love the Lord thy God with
and with all thy soul, and
mind. Matt, 22, 37,

II. He IvenTiFies His Success witi Gon's
PROVIDENCE,

The Lord God chose me to be
The Lord is the strength of
27, 1.
Every good gift and every
cometh down from the
1 17
It is God that girdeth me with strength,
and maketh my way perfect. Psa. 18, 32,

all thy heart,
with all thy

king. v. 4,
my life. Psa.

perfect gift
Father. James

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

Years have passed since Absalom’s rebellion, D
ment seem to have been passed into the hands of ot/
8ol is to d him. But Sol, is one of
his eldest living son,
News of this rebellion is brought to the king, and wit
Solomon king, and proceeds to confirm him on the th:
aration for a great temple toJehovah ; ¢

treasurers, officers
of the correspond '3
nation to the capital to bid them a solemn farewell as

loyalty. This lesson gives a picture almost unique, that of
Pprescribing, with much of detail, the proper course for the nation and for his heir t

—

Verse 1. All the princes of Israel.
prebensive phrase including the eight
about to be enumerated. The princes of the
tribes. From each tribe one representative had
been selected to be present with Moses at the
bumbering of the people, and the office seems
to have become permanent, 1 Chron. 27. 16.
22 gives a list of “princes of the tribes” who
made their home at David's court.  The cap-
taing  of the companies  that ministered
[“‘served”] to the king by course, The names
of these men are given in 1 Chron, 27, 1-15.
They “came in and went out month by month
throughout all the months of the year.” The
ministering to the king is explained elsewhere
a8 “serving the king in any matter.” The
captaing over the th ds, and captaing over
the hundreds. Military officers of lower rank,
The names of the stewards [“rulers”] over all
the substance and possession of 'the king, and
of his sons, are given in 1 Chron, 27, 25-31.
Two of these were responsible for all the king's
“treasures” in cities, villages, and castles; two
supervised the vineyards and wine cellars ; two
were over sycomore and olive orchards and oil
cellars ; one over “tillage ;" two over the herds;

A com-
classes
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asserts his right to the scepter, and tries to wield it

gathers funds and materials, and gives Solomon full instructions
about the building ; organizes the priests and Levites, the temple orch

, and judges ; reorganizes the army, the tribes, and the royal exc
i for the temple.”"— W, &, Bennett,

[Nov. 29,
IL He IbeENTIFIES His
WiLL,
Nerve him with a perfect heart and with o
willing mind. v, 9,
Serve him in sincerity and in truth, Josh.

WL witn Gon's

24, 14,
I delight to do thy will, O God. Psa.
40, 8,
IV. HE  ENERGETICALLY ForwaArDs  Gop's
Prans,
Take heed now; be strong and do it. v, 10,
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it

with thy might, Eccles. 9. 10,
Put on the whole armor of God. Eph, ¢, 11.

avid is now old and feeble, and the details of govern-
hers. The gossip of the court, apparently, has it that
his youngest children, and not unnaturally Adonijah,
while David still lives,
h admirable decision and promptitude he proclaims
rone. He systematizes the work already done in prep-

estra and the choir, the doorkeepers,
hequer, all on the model
Then he gathers the great men of the
king, and to commend his son and successor to their
a great king renouncing his sovereignty, and
o take.

one over the camels; one over the asses, and
one over the flocks, Officers.  “Eunuchs.”
The mighty men, and with all the valiant men
[“the mighty men, even all the mighty men of
valor”], The thirty-seven heroic men whose
deeds are recounted in 1 Chron. 11, It adds
much to our interest in this gathering of the
notabilities of Israel that we know the name
of nearly every person and are familiar with
the character and deeds of many of them.

2. David the king stood up upon his feet, In
acknowledgment of the greatness of the ocea-
sion. There may be an intimation here, also,
of the feebleness of David. Hear me, my
brethren, and my people.  TIsrael’s king must
be selected from among his “brethren” and
“fellows.” (Comp. Deut. 17. 15-20, and Psa.
45. 7.) As for me, I had [“it was"] in mine
[“my”] heart. See 2 Sam. 7. 2 and Lesson I;
also 1 Chron. 17. 1. 7% build an [“a”] house
of rest. Compare 1 Chron. 17. 5; 2 Sam. 7. 6.
When David proposed to build the temple Je-
hovah, by the voice of Nathan, declared, “I
have not dwelt in an house since the day that
I brought up Israel unto this day: but have
gone from tent to tent, and from one tabernacle

Nov. 29
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to another.,”” This gives point to the phrase
“house of rest.” The ark of the covenant of
the Lord [“Jehovah”]. 8o called because it
contained the two tables of the covenant (1
Kings 8. 9). The footstool of our God. As
Heaven was represented as Jehovah's throne,
so the earth in general was his footstool; but
particularly was his earthly sanctuary so re-
garded; and by Isaianh he gave the promise
(Isa. 60. 13): “I will make the place of my
feet glorious.” Great quantities of costly ma-
terial had been made ready by David for the
building of the temple, The “strangers” of
the land were pressed into the service; costly
stones were quarried, iron was prepared in
abundance, and brass “without weight,” and
cedar trees were imported from Lebanon. For
David had said, “Solomon my son is young
and tender, and the house that is to be builded
for the Lord must be exceeding magnifical.”
God gave as his reason for delaying the build-
ing until the reign of Solomon, “Thou hast
been [art] a man of war and hast shed blood”
(Lesson I). In later years Solomon explained
to Hiram of Tyre that David “could not build
the house for Jehovah because of the wars
which were about him on every side until Je-
hovah had put them under the soles of his
feet.”

4, 5. David publicly declares Solomon to be
his successor, and emphasizes his own position
as a man of war, and that of Solomon, whose
name means “IP’eaceful,” as a man of peace.
He oredits his elevation to the throne entirely to
Jehovah, who had by a succession of choices
set apart Judah, and then the house of Jesse,
and then David himself, as the ruling forces of
the united kingdom, and from all David's sons
Jehovah had now chosen Solomon. (Paren-
thetically he acknowledges that God has given
him many sons, and the names of fifteen are
given in 1 Chron. 3. 1-9.)

6. Solomon, then, was divinely ordained to
build the house and courts. This phrase brings
to view the peculiar construction of an ancient
oriental temple, a sanctuary to be entered by
none but priests, and courts for the use of the
multitudes and worshipers.

7. Moreover [“and”) I will establish his
kingdom forever. (Comp. 2 Sam. 7. 13.) This
prophecy is fulfilled in the spiritual kingdom
of the Messiah. But there is a condition: if
he be constant to do my commandments and
my judgments [“mine ordinances”], as at this
day. The Hebrew is literally, “If he be
strong.”

8. The exhortation of this verse is addressed

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 809

to the gathered princes. In the sight of all Is-
rael the congregation of the Lord [“the as-
sembly of Jehovah”], Publicly in the presence
of this representative gathering. And in the
audience of our God. Every word being heard
by him. Keep and seek for [“observe and seek
out”] all the commandments of the Lord [“Je-
hovah”) your God. And this is for a great pur-
pose, that, as a consequence, ye may possess
[that is, inherit] this good land, and, leave it
for an inheritance for [“to”] your children
after you forever. “The Hebrew word con-
notes three different ideas, which may have all
been present to the mind of the speaker: Flirst,
the continued holding of the land by father
and son (comp. Exod. 20. 12); second, the
completion of the work of conquest left un-
finished by Joshua (comp. Gen. 24, 60) ; third,
the enjoyment of the fruits of the land."—W,
E. Barnes.

9. Know thou the God of thy father. ¥or
this use of the word “know” compare Exod. 5.
2; Isa. 1. 3; Jer. 31. 34. The first and great
commandment is, “Thou shalt love the Lord
thy God with all thy heart, soul, mind, and
strength.” But to love God we must first know
him. Jehovah was the God of the fathers of
Israel, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;
his providence and goodness had been tested in
past generations. But emphatically had he
been the God of the man who uttered these
words. They were backed by personal expe-
rience. Every parent should be able to give a
similar exhortation to his child; every teacher
should be able to say to his scholar, “Know
thou the God of thy teacher.” Serve him with
a perfect heart. That is, with an undivided
heart. So the heart of king Asa who refused
to divide his worship between Jehovah and
idols is described as perfect. Perfect faithful-
ness is what is implied. A willing mind. Ready
for direction. The Lord [“Jehovah”] searcheth
all hearts, and understandeth all the imagina-
tions of the thoughts. A beautiful illustration
of this truth, which is capable of good use in
the Sunday school class, is given in Ezekiel’s
vision of Jehovah's detection of secret idolatry
(Ezek. 8). The last two clauses of this verse
should be memorized. They state facts and
conditions that are true of all men and women
to the end of time.

10. Take heed now; for the Lord [“Jeho-
vah”] hath chosen thee. See verse b. To build
an [“a”] house for the sanctuary. This was
the one great task divinely assigned to Solo-
mon. The last words of this verse, Be strong,
and do it, are worthy to be adopted as a motto
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by every young Christian. In similar spirit
the Rev. Ernest 0, Allen, of Toledo, has
phrased his maxim for daily life: “Do what

HOMILETICAL AND

The joy of David’s return to the throne
from which he had been driven by Absalom was
disturbed by the angry jealousy of the rest of
‘the tribes against Judah for beginning the
movement without them (2 Sam. 19, 41-43),
i8heba’s rebellion, occasioned thereby, was more
dangerous than Absalom’s, and its suppression
tloses the second period of David’s reign at
WJerusalem,

“The three periods of David’s reign at Jeru-
salem were each stamped with a great calam-
ity, the lessons of which were made plainer by
the numerical parallel, During the first period
there were three vears of famine, to avenge the
cruelties of Saul upon the Gibeonites in viola-
tion of a sacred covenant (2 Sam. 21, 1);
during the second period there were three
months of flight before the rebellious Absa-
lom; and during the third period there were
three days of pestilence for David's sin in
numbering the people (2 Sam. 24, 1; 1 Chron.
21 1)."—Smith,

In a moment of pride and ambition David
dlesired to know over how vast and populous a
kingdom he ruled: forgetting that the strength
of Israel consisted not in the number of jts
people, but in the protécting care of God (Jer.
17. 5).

When the prophet Gad was sent to David
to offer him the choice of three modes of deci-
mating the people, he chose the third, saying
with pious resignation, “Let us fall now into
the hand of Jehovah; for his mercies are
great: and let me not fall into the hand of
man” (2 Sam. 24, 14),

The pestilence was sent for the appointed
time, and there died “from Dan even to Beer-
sheba seventy thousand men” (verse 15).

David was called to build up the nation and
became a man of war and blood. This dis-
qualified him for the work of building the
temple, for which he had planned and made
preparation, and upon which he had set his
heart (2 Sam. 7. 2-7). To be deprived of this
high honor must have been a great disappoint-
ment, but it seemed to emphasize the wide dif-
ference in moral tone between the God of Israel
and the gods of the surrounding nations,

David’s many hardships as a warrior, his
Severe Inbors as a king, his sins and sorrows,
made him prematurely old. David at seventy
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you can, with what you have, where you are,
to-day, for Him; but po rr.” Daily practice of
this maxim would solve all life's problems,

PRACTICAL NOTES.

was older than Moses at one hundred and
twenty, and older than many persons are in
our day at eighty.

The failing strength of the king was the
signal for a new conspiracy by Adonijah, who
was the oldest son of David, distinguished for
his manly beauty, and for showing no evidence
of special fitness to rule, Solomon was now
publicly anointed king, and the conspiracy
came to a sudden end.

In the closing lesson devoted to the study of
David's life our thoughts turn to his charac-
ter.  “David did that which was right in the
eyes of the Lord, and turned not aside from
anything that he commanded him all the days
of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the
Hittite” (1 Kings 15. 5).

If he was a great sinner, he was also a great
penitent, and “his repentance was as deep and
thorough as his sins were flagrant and aggra-
vated."—Carlisle. Where sin abounded, grace
did much more abound. “The secrets of his
inner life, with its hopes and fears, its strug-
gles and triumphs, are revealed to us in the out-
pourings of his heart preserved in the book of
l'snlms."—l'ambridyc Bible. Some of the
sweetest and most comforting of his psalms
were written during the painful and chastening
experiences oceasioned by his fall (Comp.
Psa. 51 and 32.)

“The rock is smitten, and to future years

Spring ever fresh the tide of holy tears,

And holy music whispering peace

Till time and tears together cease.”

—Keble.

David was a man after God’s own heart, a
man whom God approved in contrast with Saul,
who was rejected (1 Sam. 13. 14; Acts 13.
22). We read that Solomon’s heart “was not
perfect with the Lord his God, as was the
heart of David, his father” (1 Kings 11. 4).
Except in a single instance, David never used
his royal power for personal ends. “In the
execution of the sons of Saul for his crime
against the Gibeonites, he acted in accordance
with his obligations as a magistrate for the
best interests of the nation; and in spite of
Shimei’s reproaches we may believe that Da-
vid’s contemporaries regarded the matter in the
same light as himself.”—Hastings, *“The sup-

Nov. 29

position

in order
ants to t
refuted |
the obs
Bible,
in the pu
but espe
fully rec

]

Last
embody
of devot:
importan
Hence als
vloving m

The le
God’s pr
of the
This was
both by
tory. T

After .
mighty n
heir to t

1. Knc
one who
statesmar
David hs
sired nor
study of
obeying |
ner witne

2. Ser
mind. ]
seryice,
the highe
actual tr
knew tha
wrought,’
Motives :
(2) If t
forever,

3. The
sanctuar)

Then t
that had
for the
two with
a peacefu

1. Ser
to a you
of age ()
with bri




are,
ce of

and
e in

the
who
for
ence
now
racy

y of
rac-
the
rom
ays
the

eat
ind
ra-
\ce
his
1g-
ut-
of
he
ms

Nov. 29.]

position that David executed the sons of Saul
in order to rid himself of seven possible claim-
ants to the throne is a base calumny sufficiently
refuted by his care for Mephibosheth, and by
the obscurity of the victims.”—Cambridge
Bible. Acts of suffering inflicted in war, and
in the punishment of crime, at best seem crude,
but especially so when all the facts are not
fully recorded.

Prismatic Lights on the Lesson.

Last words are authoritative words, - They
embody experience, they ask return for a life
of devoted love, Hence Christ put the most
important word of all into the last moment.
Hence also the inspiration that comes from Paul’s
vlosing message.

The lesson gives us a similar occasion. All
God’s promises are based upon the human side
of the conditions being fulfilled (verse 7).
This was distinctly impressed upon the people,
both by David’s word and by all Jewish his-
tory. The same is true to-day.

After appealing to the princes, captains, and
mighty men he turns to Solomon, the selected
heir to the throne, with three exhortations:

1. Know thou the God of thy father—the
one who had made a shepherd lad a warrior,
statesman, king, and poet for all coming ages.
David had no agnosticism in himself, and de-
sired none in his son. ‘“Know thou God,” by
study of his law, listening to his prophets,
obeying his commandments, and having the in-
ner witness that all his ways pleased the Lord.

2. Serve him with perfect heart and willing
mind. There is no knowing of God but by
seryice. It is in the realm of experiment that
the highest knowledge is acquired. It was by
actual trial of the keys and wires that Morse
knew that he could transmit “What hath God
wrought,” and everything else, over the wires.
Motives: (1) If you seek he will be found.
(2) If thou forsake him he will cast thee off
forever,

3. The Lord hath chosen thee to build a
sanctuary. Now therefore do if.

Then the beautiful June day of David’s life,
that had growths, flowers, and promise of fruit
for the whole world, with a thunderstorm or
two with lightning and thunder, closed with
a peaceful evening and unearthly splendor.

‘Thoughts for Young People.

1. Service of God. This charge was given
to a young man of (possibly) eighteen years
of age (perhaps older). He was full of vigor,
with bright prospects, and God wanted his
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services, He has some service for every young
person—some place in which God may honor
him if he will only seek God.

2. A Perfect Heart and a Willing Mind.
The true course is stated in verse 9 of our les~
son. A wonderful verse: “Know thou the God
of thy father, and serve him with a perfect
heart and a willing mind.” That precept
should be written upon every young heart.
Great stress is laid in Scripture on knowing,
God,

Teaching Hints for Int
PRELIMINARY.

After several have read aloud what they haver
written about Solomon, and their work has
been commented upon and commended, dis-
tribute slips of paper and have the pupils print
the following, which the teacher may dictate:

SOLOMON'’S

PARENTS — DAVID,
BATH-SHEBA.

AT JERUSALEM.
IN 1034,

TRAITS — FAIR IN BODY.
BRILLIANT IN MIND.
HUMBLE IN SPIRIT.

HOME — LUXURIOUS.
TEACHER — NATHAN.

Have the pupils copy the above on their
cards at home,

BIRTH —_

SURROUNDINGS.
Time. 1015 B. C. is the traditional chro~
nology.
Place. Jerusalem.
History. The teacher should be prepared to
give a brief summary of the events between our
lesson and that for November 8.

APPROACH,

A young woman was approaching the end
of her stay on earth. She had been ill for
several months, and the disease had made such
headway that she knew that she must lay aside
her pain-racked body and go to that home where
no sickness ever enters. In turn, she called’
each member of her family into her room and
gave to each one a parting message. One who
was then a young boy is now a middle-aged
man, but he has never forgotten the dying
charge of the one whom he loved. To-day we
are going to study about a charge which was.
remembered and kept. Let us turn to our

T S O e R 2 5 SRR e et
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LESSON TEXT,
which we will consider under the following

summary :
APPEALS TO THE PEOPLE.

DA V CHARGES SOLOMON.

1. David Calls an Assembly. Very vividly
paint the picture of the gathering of the
princes, the captains, the stewards, the officers,
the mighty men, and the valiant men. (From
a study of the Notes be prepared to tell just
who these various classes of officers were in case
questions should be asked; but do not go into
details, because Intermediates are more inter-
ested in the men getting there than they are in
fine distinctions,) Ask: Who called these peo-
ple? Why? (Draw out the facts that David
was old and wished to announce his successor. )
Where did they assemb Why in this city?

2. David Addresses the People. Picture Da-
Vid standing to speak to his people. Summarize
what he said somewhat thus:

(1) I wanted to build a house for God.

(2) God said “No,” because I was a man of
" war.

(3) God chose me to be king.

(4) He has chosen Solomon to be my
successor.

(5) He wishes Solomon to build his house,

{(6) He will establish his kingdom if he
obeys him.

3. David Appeals to the People. Have some
one read aloud verse 8, Ask: What did David
ask’ the people to do? What would be the re-
sult of doing this?

4. David Charges Solomon, Note the three
things that David tells Solomon to do:

(1) Know the Lord.

(2) Serve him.

(3) Build the sanctuary,

Ask: What does the Lord search?  What
does he understand? Of whom will he be
found? Whom will he cast off?

CALLS AN ASSEMBLY.
ADDRESSES THE PEOPLE.

MEMORY WORK.
Have the pupils copy for future use the out-
line under lesson text after it has been taught.
Have several repeat the Golden Text, and
after its meaning has been explained and it is
understood ask all to print :

I WILL MAKE THE LORD MY

TRUST

ALWAYS AND EVERYWHERE.

812 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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STUDY IN ADVANCE,

Give to half the members of the class the ref-
erence 1 Chron. 29. 26-30, and ask them to write
an account of “The Death of David.” Give the
other pupils the reference Acts 13. 22, and ask
them to write on “The Character of David.”

Review words, “Charge,” “Trust.”

By Way of Illusteation,

David's Charge to Solomon. The words of
a dying man carry tremendous weight. In a
court of law the testimony of one who is dying
is estimated of great importance. It is ac-
knowledged that a man under those conditions
does not trifle, nor care for those things which
make for mere worldly honor and applause,
He is believed to view things in the light of the
eternal world upon whose thresheld he stands,
Many times a father’s last words or a mother’s
last request has engraved itself indelibly upon
human hearts and changed the whole tenor of
life. A young man said: “These words still
ring in my ears—they were my father’s dying
message: ‘Live for eternity! Nothing else is
worth while. Live for eternity I’

Verses 7-9.  Conditional Promises. That
which was prophecy to them is history to us.
The kingdom of Solomon lasted as long as he
was faithful to the God of his father. A
woman said to her pastor: “I read that verse
in my Bible, ‘Ye shall ask what ye will, and
it shall be done unto you," and I thought I
would test it. I asked for many things. Not
one has been granted to me, I cannot believe
that promise is true.” “Did you fulfill the
conditions?”  “What conditions?"” “The verse
says: ‘If ye abide in me and my words abide
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall
be done unto you.'” «| did not notice that; I
am afraid I did not fulfill the conditions.” God
always does the best thing possible for each
nation and for each individual. 1f they are
disobedient he cannot wisely do for them what
he would if they were obedlent.——Biahop w.
F. Mallalieu,

Verses 7.9, Holy Manhood. 'The world
needs not so much fine logic as holy manhood.
The truth of Christianity cannot be revealed
apart from a human life, Those poor Africans
knew nothing of the light of the world, and in
their blindness they bowed down to wood and
stone. But there came among them a man in
whom Jesus Christ lived, and in David Living-
stone Africa saw the Christ, Burmah knew
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nothing of the imcarnated God and was lost in
heathen superstition, but there came a man to
them whom they called “Jesus Christ's man”
and in Adoniram Judson they found the truth.
I'here are streets in your cities and cities
across the oceans that will know what Jesus
Christ is like because some of you go there,
and in your Christ-life show them. In the
Christian warfare everything depends upon the
human personality linked to the divine,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

How gladly would David have given to Sol-
omon the treasures of his own experience, to fit
Lim for his lifework! How gladly would every
father and mother and teacher do the same!
But experience cannot be bequeathed. Every-
one must “try out” life for himself. David
could not save Solomon from pitfalls he him-
self knew too well. All he could do was to give
the best advice that ever father gave a son. Well
would it have been for that brilliant young
man if he had followed it all his days. But
that is not the usual way with sons or daugh-
ters. Experience is the only teacher, and the
lessons are not easy. However, let us consider
David’s advice, It will certainly help us over
some of the hard experiences, if we may not
avoid them altogether.

The starting point of all true success and
happiness is to know God. There are few who
really do know him. They know he is some-
where in the universe superintending affairs
in a general way: they know him somewhat
as they know our own Governor-General or His
Majesty King Edward. There is nothing personal
in their feeling toward him. They do not know
him as a child knows his father with whom he
lives and talks every day. David’s God was a
friend, a care-taker, a companion, one who
loved him even when he sinned. He said of
him, “The Lord will be a refuge for the op-
pressed, a refuge in time of trouble. And they
that know thy name will put their trust in
thee, for thou, Lord, hast not forsaken them
that seek thee,”

Life is very different when we know God as
our Father, Many a boy has gone out friend-
less, to make his own way in the world, and
has been kept from evil, in the straight path
to success, because of this sweet faith in his
heart. An old woman who lived in a lone room
in a tenement had a strawberry plant growing
in a broken teapot. A visitor said to her, “Your
plant flourishes nicely; you will soon have
strawberries on it.” “0.” she replied, “it is not
for the sake of the fruit that 1 keep it. I am

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,

813

too poor to keep a living creature, but it is a
great comfort to me to have this living plant,
for 1 know it can only live by the power of
God, and as I see it live and grow from day
to day it tells me God is near. And if he cares
for the plant he will surely care for me.” Life
is a lonely way without this sweet intimacy. It
is a perplexing way without this quiet trust.
“Which of you by taking thought can add one
cubit to his stature? If ye then be not able
to do the thing which is least, why take ye
thought for the rest? . .. Be not ye of doubt-
ful mind. . . . Your Father knoweth that ye
have need of these things.”

Let us be sure that we do know God as our
Father, I'riend, Redeemer, Saviour. Knowing
him so, the serving follows easily and natu-
rally. When the heart is right with God,
serving him and serving oneself are inter-
changeable terms. For our affairs are his af-
fairs. “Your Father knoweth that ye have
need of these things.” He desires our success
in the world so far as it is good for us. Abra-
ham was his friend, and he made him rich in
cattle and gold and silver,

A man serves God with a perfect heart and
a willing mind when he uses his business sue-
cess to make the world better and happier. It
is not what we are doing, but the spirit in
which we do it that determines whether or not
we are serving God. How utterly foolish it is
to make a pretense of serving him when we
know in our secret soul that we choose our
own comfort or pleasure first! He searcheth
all hearts and understandeth all the imagina-
tions of the thoughts. We may deceive others,
but we cannot deceive him. It is well to face
this fact. We may seem to ourselves, and to
others, very self-sacrificing; we may speak
with the tongues of angels; do all sorts of mis-
sionary work with apparent unselfishness, while
in the imagination of the thoughts—that secret
place where only God sees—it may all be as
the chaff which the wind driveth away—useless
waste of time and energy because it is not sin-
cere. David's advice was good; it is not worth
while to do anything under false pretenses.
The final reckoning is with One who under-
stands the inmost soul of things. He hates a
sham,

“Take heed now,” said David. No part of
his charge to Solomon was more important
than this. The chief reason why so few really
know God and serve him in the only way which
is worth while is because they do not take
heed; they do not think. They do not like to
think; it interferes with pleasure; it breaks
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up plans; it makes one uncomfortable. And so
they try every way to keep from thinking.
They read all sorts of books; go to see all sorts
of plays; sometimes they drink so that they
may forget. "The impressions of Sunday are
driven away by new impressions on Monday.
“We ought to give the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard lest at any time
we should let them slip,” or “run through the
mind like a sieve,” It is a sign of promise for
the future if a young man or woman, a boy or
a girl, gives thoughtful attention to religious
worship, to business, to study, or any task they
have in hand.

May you know God in such a way that your
service for him will be loving and sincere; and
may you be earnest in spirit as one should be
who is called to do a great work for him. For
as truly as Solomon was chosen to build the
house for the sanctuary you are chosen to build
the temple of your own soul for his dwelling
place forever, RBe strong, and do it.”

iy
The Teachers’ Meeting,

This lesson calls our attention to the service
of God—what men shall do to serve him, and
how they shall do it. Verses 1-G show the out-
ward and visible signs of service, Conditions
have changed since David’s time, but the pub-
lic service of God is still divisible into two
great classes, the men of war and the temple-
builders. It is neither an accident nor a mis-
take that some men are by nature aggressive
and pugnacious, Those qualities are sinful
only when they are devoted to sinful ends,
To-day the cause of the Lord needs warriors
quite as much as jt did in David’s day, and
however much we may love peace, the day of
complete peace has not dawned so long as the
liquor traffic, the social evil, political corrup-
tion, and lack of business integrity, charac-
terize so much of life, God calls his servants
to be men of war, and they must not rest until
God's enemies are conquered. But there is a
constructive work before the Christian as well
as a destructive work, and in many senses the
house of the Lord is yet to be built, and we
are the people to build it. So that we have
both David’s and Solomon’s work to do, . v
How men shall serve God is shown in verses
7-10: (1) With a perfect heart; (2) With
a willing mind,

—

Blackboard,
The strength of Solomon’s character, the
beauty of his life, and the success of his admin-
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istration depended upon the perfection of his
inner life. David had himself been a man after
the heart of God, and he desires that his son

RESPONSIBILITY .

and successor should have the same high dis-
tinetion, and take his part in the fulfillment
of the divine plan, He urges upon him the
responsibility of his position, pointing out that
consistency, soundness and purity of heart, and
unwavering fidelity are essential to the success
of his commission. The foundations of a ma-
terial and spiritual kingdom have been wisely
laid, and Solomon is about to enter into the
labors of his father. We have a like responsi-
bility, for the heritage of life as well as its
obligations, and to meet it bravely and wisely
we must seek God and serve him with a perfect
heart.

Coloring.—Arch, light brown, outlined in
black; words, cream and red; lower phrase,
purple and white,

Library References.

SoromoN.—Farrar, F, W., Solomon, Hig
Life and Times. Payne, Guides and Guards in
Character Building, page 123. Guthrie, Stud-
ies of Character, pages 365, 380. Tuck, Reve-
lation by Character, page 224, Evans, Serip-
ture Biography. Allen, Hebrew Men and
Times, page 145, Geikie, Old Testament
Characters, page 260, Baring-Gould, Legends
of Patriarchs and Prophets, page 347, Geikie,
New Testament Hours, Index. Stanley, Jew-
ish Church, vol, ii, Ewald, History of Israel,
Index. Bruce, First Three Kings of Isracl.
Gilfillan, Bards of the Bible,

SERMONS ON THE LESSON.,

Verse 2.—Meyer, F. B., Saved and Kept,
page 122, Verse 9.—Edmonson, Short Ser-
mons, page 44. Disney, J., Sermons, vol. iii,
page 39. Riddock, J., Sermons, vol. ii, page
309. Homiletic Monthly, vol. xi, page 454,
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Primary Teachers’ Department,

Notes.

“ANYWHERE, providing it be forward!” said
the brave explorer Livingstone. 'I'his is a noble
motto for any Christian worker, and it is es-
pecially commended to the Sunday school work-
er. “Forward” in new and better plans and
methods of work; “Forward” in increasing
power to win the little ones for the Lord we
love; “Forward” in the knowledge and love of
the Lord, which underlies all desire for growth
of the kingdom.

I should be the aim of every teacher of the
littlest ones to do all that in her lies to elevate
the standard of teaching in the Primary Sun-
day school. It is true that there are many
earnest teachers who are unable to attend Sun-
day school conventions, and who are even de-
barred the pleasure and profit that comes from
membership in a Primary Union. What can
such do to promote a forward movement in pri-
mary class work?

ONE can always begin to move forward from
the point upon which she stands. In this day
of cheap and excellent helps for Sunday school
workers none need be left unaided. This may
well be called the children’s century, so wide-
spread and profound is the interest in child
study, and so earnest and sincere the effort to
discover the very best methods of dealing with
little minds and hearts. The teacher who
really wants to take advance steps in this work
will find an abundance of the best helps await-
ing her attention.

It would be worth much to the great company of
primary teachers who turn to these pages for in-
spirution and help if many teachers would share
their experience with others. A most earnest in-*
vitation is hereby extended to practical workers
who have something to say on this great theme—
how best to help the little ones to know their
divine Lord—to send their helpful suggestions
and experiences to the editor of the BANNER.
It is not needful that one be practiced in writing
to do this, The simple experience, the pertinent
question, the practical thought, all will be wel.
come, and doubtless used to advance our good
work

Tnternational 3Bible Lessons.
FOURTH QUARTER.

(November 1.)
DAVID AND ABSALOM. 2 Sam, 15, 1-12.

GoLpEN TEXT: *“Honor thy father and thy
mother: that thy days may be long upon the
land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”
Exod, 20, 12,

Primary Notes. .
BY JULIA 1. JOHNSTON.

Approach. Plan and
teach this lesson with
the direct purpose of in-
fluencing children to obey
parents and others in au-
thority. Teach the need
of obeying in the right
way, at the right time,
and for the right reason.
Few lessons are needed more, perhaps Introduce
by story of a boy who wished his father to get
him a wheel, Father promised it if boy would do
certain things, keep certain rules. Boy obeyed
carefully while his father's eyes were on him.
Out of sight, he disobeyed. He was an eye-
servant, only obedient when watched. This is
shameful cheating. Do not fear to rouse child’s
righteous indignation and sense of right against
what is dishonorable. Sometimes we must use
“Thou shalt-nots,” as God does.

Lesson Story: Absalom. Who was he? Da-
vid’s son, who had done wrong, killed his
brother, had been sent away, at last allowed
by kind father to come back. He pretended to
be a good son. In his heart he was not honest,
but selfish, and anxious to get first place him-
self, Tell how he “stole hearts.” Was this
fair? Tell how Absalom planned to be made
king and what he did. Arrsonge the story
around .

ABSALOM'S Sﬁ?n‘lsumss.

Trouble began in his heart. He did not feel
right; this led him to do what was not right.
He thought only of himself; he did harm to
others and himself too.

The secret of all the trouble was that Absa-
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lom did not honor his father. If he had loved
God he would have loved and obeyed the kind
father God gave him. He broke the fifth com-
mandment. Teach this,

Memory Thought: Be Obedient. 'This is our
duty, or what is due or what we owe to our
Father in heaven, We must pay what we owe
for love's sake, not because we fear punishment
if we don't.

What is it to honor? We may spell it out
in this way:

Never grumbling,
On time,
Ready and willing.

To honor means all this. To honor means to
treat father and mother, and those who have
a right to tell us what to do, as if we really
heard God’s voice saying, “I have given you
your parents to lead you, and you must treat
them in the way that you know would please
me.”

Is it honoring our parents to be cross when
they tell us what to do, to refuse to do it, or
to obey with a frown and a grumble, to say
“Why?” or “I don't want to,” or “Let some-
body else”? 1Is it honoring them to talk to
them as if they were no older and no wiser
than we are, and to tell them what we think
and make fun of what they say? Is it honor-
ing them to “talk back”? No, to honor is to
listen carefully and obey lovingly. Why
should we do all this? Draw out reasons for
loving obedience—parent’s Jove and care, God’s
command, God’s delight in obedience,

Thought for Teachers, Not at this time only,
but always, let us aim to instill reverence for
authority as the natural result of love, For
ourselves, O, let us seek earnestly to honor our

Foul witht

Father above by reverent speech, attitude, and
demeanor, in the atmosphere of love, as we

b teach, and us we live with the children,

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

LESSON VI. (November 8.)

DAVID’'S GRIEF OVER ABSALOM. 2 Sam,
18. 24-33,

GOLDEN TEXT: “A foolish son is a grief to his
father.” Prov. 17, 25,

Primary Notes,

Approach., Aim to im-
press the fact that it
makes all the difference
in the world what sort
of children parents have.
A wise son makes his
father and mother glad,
and a foolish one brings
pain and sorrow. Chil-
dren realize this but faintly, if at all. Tell
story of two men walking down street to-
gether. . Two friends saw them. One said,
“What makes Mr. A. look so happy and smiling
all the time, and Mr. B. carry such a sober
face? Look at the deep lines in his forehead
and about his mouth. Ile hardly ever looks
happy.” The other said, “Mr. A.’s son is a
comfort to him, and he has just taken him into
the store to help. Ile finds him such a bless-
ing every day that he can’t help feeling and
looking pleased. Mr. B.'s boy gives him so
much trouble that he seems never to have a
happy hour. No wonder he looks sober.”

Lesson Story: A Foolish Son. Go on with
story of Absalom. Tell how the king sadly left
the city and his disobedient son came into it,
and how at last there was a battle, when Da-
vid's friends gathered to fight with David's son.
How foolish Absalom was to set himself against
his father and his father's friends and soldiers !
How wrong and unthankful! Give very briefly
indeed, but truthfully, the result of this battle
in the wood. Absalom was not trusting in God,
nor obeying God and his father, and how could
he win this battle?

A Sad Father. These are the two persons
this history is written about, Describe David’s
deep love for his disobedient son, and his com-
mand to be careful of him. Picture the king
sitting anxiously between the two gates of the
city where he was, waiting ‘for news of the
fight. Make the children see the watchman on
the roof over the gate on the wall, and the two
runners who come with their story. What is
it that the king longs to hear, first and most
of all? “Is the young man Absalom safe?” is
the question asked of each one. David cares
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more for this than for any great victory in bat-
tle. When at last he hears the news and knows
that this foolish son, that he loved so much in
spite of everything, has lost his life, his heart
seems to break. Ilis sorrow is almost more
than he can bear. Not only was his son gone
from him, but he lost his life fighting against
his father. He was ungrateful and disobedient.
He did not care for his father’s love. Let
young hearts follow the sorrowful king as he
goes up to the chamber over the gate weeping
as he goes, and let them hear the sorrowful
words he speaks. This is the grief of a loving
father who has a foolish son. Teach Golden
Text.

Memory Thought: Be Wise and Give Joy.
Write this on the memory roll which is being
kept in view from week to week. We have had
a dark picture, but each one present can make
a bright picture by being a wise child, and giv-
ing joy to the Saviour, and to father and
mother and all friends. To be wise is to know
what is right and to do it in the rixht way.
How many wise children are here to-da
many loving, obedient hearts, that wish to
give joy instead of grief? How may you do
this? Learn this tiny verse:

“To do to others as I would
That they should do to me,

Will make me honest, kind, and good,
As children ought to be.”

Thaught for Teachers. It is an excellent
thing to try a bit of silence now and then, by
way of making an impression. Just before the
pathetic cry of David's sorrow, for example, a
moment'’s pause securing a hush of expectancy,
a lowered voice, an earnest look, may deepen

GRIEF

feeling, if the teacher really feels what she says.
Make the final impression a cheerful one, but
a moment’s deep thoughtfulness is helpful.

LESSON VIL. (November 15,)
DAVID'S TRUST IN GOD. Psa. 23,

GOLDEN TEXT: “The Lord is my shepherd; I
shall not want.” Psa. 23, 1.

Primary Notes.

Approach. Aim to
prevent the tender Shep-
herd and the dear de-
light of following. Come,
let us get close to the
Shepherd ourselves,
bringing the lambs with
us, 8o close that he will
draw them that they
may run after him. Begin by portraying the
shepherd of the Kast with his flock. Draw
from the children these points: His love, care,
watchfulness, tenderness, his understanding of
the sheep, his leading, guarding, feeding, and
folding them, protecting and defending. Tell
how David killed a lion and a bear that came
to hurt this flock. Tell the little story of
Peace and Playful, two lambs. Peace was obe-
dient and stayed with the shepherd. Playful
was coaxed off by wild sheep to go outside the
fold, was lost ia the wood, fell into a pit, was
forsaken of the wild tempter, was in danger
of being eaten by wolves, was lost, torn, bruised,
when the shepherd came seeking her and took
her home in his arms upon his kind breast.

Lesson Story. Picture David the shepherd
keeping his flock and putting his thought of
the Great Shepherd into this sweet song or
psalm. Teach the Golden Text, taking first
“The Lord is my Shepherd,” showing how Je-
sus is like a shepherd, and how each one can
say, “He is mine.” Unless he is mine how can
1 feel safe?

Then take the other part, “I shall not want.”
Not want what? Picture the good things we

. all want—life, love, health, happiness, forgive-

ness, leading, care, comfort. Put the two parts
together, The shepherd must be ours; we
must say the first part, or we can never say
the second part, “I shall not want.”

Make it clear that it was David’s trust that
made him say, “The Lord is my shepherd.”
When we really trust we take him as ours
too.

Memory Thought: Follow the Shepherd.
This is our part. Dwell on the Shepherd’s wis-
dom, knowledge, love. For these he should be
followed. Then we belong to him. The Shep-
hierd’s own sheep ought to follow. He knows

our names, he calls each one:. But we must
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follow. Show how the little lambs get into
trouble when they do not follow. Impress the
safety and gladness of those who do follow,

How shall we follow? Childrer ought to be
like lambs in being gentle, obedient, peaceful,
and playful, but they are not lambs, for they
know much more, They can understand and
choose for themselves, They can know the
Shepherd much better than sheep and lambs
know theirs, They can hear his dear voice
saying, “Follow me,” in their hearts. They
have the word of the Shepherd to tell them
what to do and how to follow. Follow Jesus
by believing all he tells you, by doing what he
says, by loving him always and loving his
other sheep and lambs, so that you will help
them all you can,

Thought for Teachers, The undershepherds
must take the word and the guidance from the
Great Shepherd. Let us study his methods in
shepherding the flock.  Ah, how much we need

help. Can we say, “I shall not want"? Yes, if
we can say, “The Lord is my Shepherd.”

LESSON VIIL (November 22)

THE CURSE OF STRONG DRINK. Prov.
20. 1 5 23. 20, 21, 29-35.

GOLDEN TEXT: “Wine is a mocker.” Proy,
20, 1.

Primary Notes,

Approach. Two tiny
boys were left in a drug
store for a'while to wait
till father came back for
them. In the window
was one of those glass
vessels filled with some-
thing bright which one
often sees in such stores,

This one was open, and the boys were left

SUNDAY SCHOOL BA NNER,

alone beside it for a little while. “It looks so
bretty,” said Dick, “1 want to drink some,” “]
do too, when I look at it, said Ted, “so I
won't look. Come away, Dick,” and Ted went
to the other part of the room. But Dick kept
looking, and by and by he tasted, It was very
bitter and made him sick, The pretty color
was not worth much, The liquid, whatever it
was, might be called a mocker, It made be-
lieve, It cheated, The trouble was that Dick
kept looking., He was not wise. Ted was wise,
He would not ook,

The Lesson. This is about something that
cheats and mocks, and the only way to keep
from being hurt oy it is to turn away and not
even look at it when it gives its bright color in
the glass,

Draw out from the children the fact of the
downward way. IF they look and keep on look-
ing they will wish to taste. If they taste they
will wish to drink, If they drink they will
wish to drink again.  Alecohol always calls for
more aleohol. It never satisfies. It mocks one,
because when it seems as if it would quench
thirst it only makes a man more thirsty. Who-
ever is deceived, or cheated, or hurt, as the
words mean here, is not wise. The wise way is
not even to look. Then one cannot be hurt,

The Drunkard's Cup. Tt seems to be full of
light and Sweetness, but after all there is much
in it which one does not see at first. This les-
son written by the wise man, as God showed
him how to write, and as God has kept it in
his words, tells us what is really in the-wine
cup. Take the Bible, and read the things that
we find the drunkard shall come to—things that
will by and by fill his cup: Poverty, rags, woe,

sorrow, contention or quarrels, babbling or fool-
ish talking, wounds without cause, and redness
of eyes. This is the dreadful cup. And one
who keeps looking on the wine when it is red
will at last find that these things have come to
be in his cup, really, even if they do not show
there at first. Drinking brings these in time.
Then the man does not know what he is about,
any more than a crazy man lying on the top
of the mast of a ship—a dangerous place but
he does not care. The worst of it is that he
says, “I will seek it yet again.” The fearful
danger is that the man who begins cannot
stop. The way to make sure of not being hurt
by the cup is not to look at it, but to turn
away.

Memory Thought: Look Not upon the Wine.
This is the way to be safe,

Thought for Teachers, Let us seek above
all things to' make our little temperance men
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and women “strong in the Lord.” Let us lead
to him in every lesson, for all should early
learn that in him alone is help against this
dreadful curse.

Some simple pledge like this may be taught:

God belping me, I promise
Not to taste strong drink at all.

LESSON IX. (November 29.)

DAVID'S CHARGE TO SOLOMON. 1 Chron.
28, 1-10.

GoLpEN TexT: “Trust in the Lord with all

thine heart.” DProv. 3. 5.

Primary Notes.

Approach. 'There was
once a very curious and
beautiful palace which
had many gates and win-
dows and many servants,
The most wonderful part
of this palace was the
room in the middle. In
this room sat the one
who gave orders to all the servants and they
did as they were told. There were two who
came into this room and gave orders. When
one was there all the servants ran cheerfully
in and out to do their work and belp others,
and all was peace and joy. Who. .he other
gave orders the doors were shut and every one
did what he could for himself, caring nothing
for others outside and doing nothing for them.
The name of the one whose orders meant help
was Love, and the name of the other was
Selfishness. Now, each person has a body that
is like a palace, and if Love is in the middle
room, the heart, the servants, which are the
hands, feet, lips, tongue, are quick to do loving

things. When Selfishness gives orders they only
serve themselves.

We learn to-day how David wished his son
to have love in his heart, so that all he did
would be loving and right.

David’'s Command. A charge is a command,
or something told to another to do—something
laid upon him to do.

Picture this wonderful assembly of princes
and captains and people and the king and his
son together. 'Tell how David reminded his
son of his wish to build a temple to God, why
God did not allow it, the promise that his son
should build the house, and the way in which
he was now to-carry out this great plan. Two
things to remember that David told Solomon;
they are for us too—a charge to each one:
Know God and serve him. How? With per-
fect heart and willing mind.

How shall we know God? In his word we
learn to know him. In all he does we get ac-
quainted with him. We know a person best
when we love him and trust him, Then we un-
derstand him. We feel acquainted. God says
we must get acquainted with him. We must be
with him, or we cannot know him well. Let us
think of our Saviour God, learn about him, talk
to him, read what he says, listen to his voice
in our hearts. Then let us do as he says, with
willing mind and loving, ready heart.

Memory Thought: Trust and Obey. 1f we
really believe that God is our Kather, if we
know him as we should, then we will obey him.
How shall we trust? Teach Golden Text. A
part of the Lieart will not do. Love and Trust
must sit in that middle room and fill it all up
and give orders to hands, feet, lips, and all the
servants to do their part. David gave that
charge or command to Solomon his son, but

now our King and our Father gives it to us,
his children, every one. If the President came
to your house to ask you to do something would




820

you listen and obey? How much more should
you do what Jesus asks!

Thought for Teachers, “Take heed now; for
the Lord hath chosen thee to build an house
for the sanctuary: be strong, and do it.” He
charges the teachers of children to prepare in
young hearts a place for his dwelling.

The Pure Milk of the Word,

In a recent number of a monthly magazine was
abright article entitled A City's Campaign for
Pure Milk.” 1In this we learn how science and
philanthropy worked hand in hand in a great
metropolis to save the lives of the innocents.
A standard of purity was set up and earnest
men and women labored to lift the community
to this standard, with such manifest result that
the mortality among the babies has decreased
to an amazing degree. Are we, dear primary
teachers, doing our utmost not only to give the
pure milk of the word to our own little flocks,
but alko to help and stimulate others in this
life-saving work?

Whisper Songs for November.
FIFTII LESSON,
Hoxor give unto thy father,
Honor to thy mother give,
And the life of earth and heaven
Shall be given thee to live,

SIXTH LESSON,

Jesus loves his wayward children,
And to give them life he came,

‘While he names us to his angels
8hall we not confess his name ¢

SEVENTH LESSON,
God is watching all his children
On the sea and on the land ;
And through dangers seen and unseen,
Angels lead them by the hand.

EIGHTH LESSON,
When the storms of life are ended,
And its strong temptations past,
Bring us, Lord, into thy haven,
Safe from sin and death at last.

NINTH LESSON,
Life on earth is only school-time $
Life in heaven is life at home ;

He will keep his charge while waiting
For our Father's welcome “ Come |

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

Order of Service
FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT,

Fourth Quarter.
CONCERT RECITATION.

“All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,
All things wise and wonderful,
The Lord has made them all.”
SINGING,
“Jesus, where'er thy people meet,
There they behold thy mercy seat;
Where'er they seek thee, thou art found,
And every place is hallowed ground.”
Teacher. Jesus called a little child unto him,
Class, “Whoso "shall receive one such little
child in my name, receiveth me,”
7. Blessed are they that dwell in thy house,
C. They will be still praising thee,
PRAISE Sona. “Praise him, praise him,”
gested.
ADDITIONAL LESsoN. (Five minutes.)
SINGING, “I think, when I read that sweet
story of old.” (Two stanzas, )
WHISPER PRAYER,
“Dear Saviour, as in days of old
Thou didst thy little one enfold
Within thy loving arm,
So wilt thou take this heart of mine,
And keep it ever truly thine,
Secure from sin and harm.”

sug-

PRAYER, by teacher, followed by the Lord's
Prayer,
SINGING, “Yet still to his footstool in prayer |
may go.” (Two stanzas.)
Giving SERVICE,
Teacher. What did Jesus say about giving?
Class, “Freely ye have received ; freely give.”
T. Who gives us all our good things?
€. God, our loving heavenly Father,
T. What should we bring with our gifts?
(. True love and obedience.
OFFERING MARCH AND PRAYER.

“Bless, dear Lord, the offerings
Which we come to lay

At thy feet, rejoicing,
On this holy day.”

THE LEssoN TAvGHT,

JCHO PRAYER,

BRIEF RECALL oF LEssoN TEACHING,
BENEDICTION,

The Lord bless thee, and keep thee: the Lord
make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious
unto thee: the Lord lift up his countenance
upon thee, and give thee peace. Amen,
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Readings, Recitations and Dialogues

Young Folk's Recitatio 's. Bf Mrs. J. W,
Shoemaker. For young people of fifteen
Years. Paper, 15¢.

Popular Dialogues. By Phineas Garrett,
A k of unusual merit. Paper, 30c.

Choice Dialogues. By Mrs. J. W. Shoe-
maker. For school and social entertain-
ggnl. Entirely new and original. Paper,

Dick's Little Speeches for Little Speak-
ers. Containing a carefully selected collec-
tion of short and easy pieces, suitable for
young children and little tots. Paper, 15c.

Schoolday Dialogues. A collection of origin-
al Dialogues and Tableaux. Designed for
School Exhibitions, Literary Societies and

rlor Entertainments. Coinpiled by Rev.
Alexander Clark, A.M. Paper, 3)c.

Excelslor Dialo tues, Comprising new and
original material. Prepared expressly for
this work b)' a corps of able and experienced
writers. Kdited and arranged by Phineas
Garrett. Paper, 30¢.

Standard Dialogues. Designed for School
and Parlor Entertainments, Temperance
Meetings, Literary Socicties, ete, Compiled
by Rev. Alexander Clark, A.M. Paper, 30c,

Olassic Dialozues and Dramas. Con-
taining a number of the strongest scenes
from Shakespeare, Schiller, Bulwer, Sheri-
dan and others. Compiled by Mrs. J. W.
Shoemaker. Paper, 30c.

Em*‘ Entertaiuments, For Young People.

aper, 25¢,

Young Folks Dialegues, New and original,
Designed for young (!mf;pla of fifteen years,
f:dilu(l by Charles C. Shoemaker. Paper,
2ic.

Ha vorous Dialogues and Dramas, A
collection of the rarest, brightest, most
mirth-producing dialogues ever published.
Compiled by Charles C. Shoemaker. Paper,

Choice Dialect for Reading and Reclta-
tion, Containing Readingsand Recitations
in Irish, German, Scotch, French, Negro
and other dialects. Compiled by Charles C,
Shoemaker. Paper, 30c,

Shoemaker's Best Selections
infgs and Recitations, Kach number is com-
plied by a different elocutionist of promi-
nence, thus securing the choicest pieces
obtainable. Contains gems from all the

For Read-

leading authors. Nos. 1 to 25 now issued. |

Paper, each 30c.

Hollday Selections. For Readings and
Recitations. By Sarah S. Rice. The selec-
tions are specinll_\' adapted to Christmas,
New Year's, Easter and Thanksgiving.
Puper, 30c.

Holiday Entertainments, By Charles C,
Shoemaker. Contains many original exer-
cises and other entertainments suitable not
only to the Christmas holidays, but also to
Easter, Thanksgiving, ete. Paper, 30c,

Sunday Sehool Selections,  For Readings
and Recitations. By John H. Bechtel, An
excellent _collection, suited to Church
Socials, Sunday School Concerts, ete,
Paper, 30c.

Sunday School Entertainments, Com-
rosod of orlginulliy [nre red responsive
ixercises, Dramatized Bible Stories, Dia-
logues, Recitations, ete., adapted to all
kinds of anniversary celebrations, or other
ublic exercises connected with Sunday

hool work. Paper, 30c.

Humor, Pith and Pathos. A Book of
Rund‘l:;gm and Recitations, Compiled and
adap! by Rev. James Cooke Seymour.
Paper, 30c,

|

Good Times. A Book of Dialogues for School
2I{J‘S:‘t.m'tnlnmenm. By E. eaver. Paper,

Eehoos from a Sunday School, By W. E,
Dyer Cloth, 30c.

Swrllﬁ Dialogues. By William M. Clark.
The Dialogues in this book were chosen

large store of material, the contri-
butions having been received from the best

ualified writers in this field of literature.
aper, 30c.

Model Dislogues. A choice collection of
original Dialogues, Tableaux, ete. Com-
piled by William M. Clark. Paper, 30c,

Little People’s Dinlogues. For children of
ten years. Kverythingoriginal and »{mclnlly
;’vrl ten for this book. By Clara J. Denton.

aper, 250,

l:urel'm Katertainments, Containing a
wide variety of new and novel entertain-
ments, suitable for all kinds of public and
private occasions. Pag)er. 30c.

Cholce Humor. For lendln¥ and Recita-
tion. Compiled by Charles (. Shoemaker.
Paper, 30c.

Good Humor. For Reading and Recitation,
Compiled by Henry Firth Wood. Paper, 30c.

l'emperance Selections, Comrrlnlnx choice
I ings and Recitations, in prose and
verse, from the ablest speakers and writers
in England and America. Kdited by John
H. Bechtel. Paper, 30c,

Tiny Tot's Speaker, By Misses Rook and
Goodfellow. Contains more than one hun-

dred and fifty little pieces expressed in the
simolest language. For the wee ones.

Paper, 1ic.

Chil's Own Speaker, By E. C. and L. J.
Rook. A collection of Recitations, Motion
Songs, Concert Pieces, Dialogues and Tab-
leaux. For children of six years, Paper,

15¢.

Little People's Speaker. By Mrs, J, W,
Shoemaker. A superior collection of Reci-
tation and Readings, mostly in verse., For
children of nine years. Paper, e,

Young People's Speaker. By Y and L.

. Rook. Comprises Recitations for the

different holidays. Temperance Pieces,
Patriotic Speeches, etc. Kor Children of
twelve years. Paper, 15c,

Young Folk's Entertainments, For chii-
dren from five to fifteen years. Comprising
Motion Songs, Charades, Pantomimes, Tab-
leaux, Concert Recitations, Drills, ete,
Written exclusively for this work by E. C.
and L. J. Rook. Paper, 25c,

Ka uzh's vixhibition Reelter, For
very little children. A collection of entirely
original Recitations, Dialogues and Short
Speeches, adapted for very little ys and
girls. By Mrs. Russell Kavanaugh. aper,

30c.

Drills and Marches, Written exclusively
for this work, by E. C. and L. J. Rook.
Paper, 26c,

Ideal Drlis. A collection of unumlﬁ’d new
and original Drills, Marches and Motion
Songs. Arranged by Marguerite W. Morton,
Paper, 30c.

CANADIAN DRILLS AND EXERCISES
Faney Flag Orill. By Kdith LeLean.
Paper, 15c.
Cunmru. Our Homeland, By Edith LeLean
- Paper, 10c.
How the Fairles Chose Their Queen. By
Edith LeLean. Pa

per, 10e.
Patriotie Scnrflirlll. By Edith LeLean, 13¢,
Grand March With Flags. Paper, 15c.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON HELPS for 1904

Select Notes

A Commentary on the International Lessons,
Studiesin theSynopticGospels, Matthew, Mark
and Luke ; Studies in the Old Testament, Solo-
mon to Isaiah. Explanationsof the Text, Light
from Many Sources, References to Books and
Pictures, Holman's System of Parallel Ver-
sions, Plans of the sson, Suggestions for
Teachin , Practical Applications, Suggestive
Ilustrations, References, Pictures, Maps,
Charts, Diagrams. By Rev. F. N. Peloubet,
D.D,, and M. A. Peloubet. Thirtieth Annual
Volume. Cloth, $1.10, postpaid.

The lllustrative Lesson Notes
A Guide_to the Study of the International

tive Incidents and Observations, Notes on
Kastern Life, References to Helpful Books,
Maps, Tables, Pictures and Diagrams. By
Rey, Thomas Benjamin Neely, D.D., LL.D.,
and Robert Remington Doherty, Pi.D. Cloth,
$1.10, postpaid.

The Golden Text-Book

’ cations, Studies of the Golden Texts, Illustra-

Bible Readings for Every Day in the Year, and
also Facts About the Bible and Other Import-
ant Sulﬂectﬂ. By Rey. Thomas Neely, D.D.,
LL.D. Each, 3c.; per dozen, 35¢., postpaid.

Sunday School Lessons, With Original and
Selected Comments, Methods for Teachers and
Plans for Teaching, Lesson Homilies with
Analyses, Salient Points and Practical Appli-

Henry's € + 6 vols. Cloth,
net, $7.50, k4
Adam Clarke's Commentary, 6 vols, Cloth,
net, §7.50,

Sunday School Requisites

OFFICERS' AND TEACHERS' RECORD BOOKS

Secretary's Minute Book, 50c.

Sunday School Minute Book, 50c.

Caswell's Sunday 8chool Record, newly published,
complete and practical. Records Attendance of Offi-
cers and Teachers; Attendance, Verses, Offerings,
eto., of each Olass ; Literature taken by the School ;
and Becretary's cash account with the Teacher. Will
last the lu{ut school three years. Strongly bound
in half leather, $2.00,

Efler’s I Record. C record of
Attendance, Verses, etc, Contains also Rethr of
Teachers and Scholars, pages for recording Minutes of

ial meetings, blanks for entering Coastitution and
y-laws, Treasursr's Report, etc., etc. For 20 classes,
$1.00; for 40 classes, $1.50,

Perrin's Perfection Sunday School Record. A
very comtleumd practical record of the business of
the school. For 20 classes, $1.00 ; for 40 classes, $1.50.

Hobart's Condensed Record. Contains a complete
Register of Attendance of Officers, Teachers and
Scholars, Collections, and Blanks for recording
Minutes of each Sunday, etc., 60c.

Eiler's Primary Teacher's Record. For markin
Attendance, Collections, Birthdays, ete,, with vnlunblg
hints to Teachers, ete,, 20,

Roll Book. Designed for use in Infant Classes, Bible
Classes, etc. ngqu. $1.00,

8 School C and efficient, 50c,

Librarian’s Account Book. Quarto size, 50c.

Librarian’s Account Book. Foolscap size, 75c.

Sunday School Class Book. Per doz., 75c.

Cowley’s Comprehensive Class Book. New dulgn,
with cut leaves necessitating but one entry of the
names, Per doz., $1,00.

Perrin’s Class Book. By an ingenious arrangement
the record of the class for the whole x-m may be
entered without turning over a leaf. jper covers,

per doz., 50c.

MISCELLANEOUS REQUISITES
Excelsior lerl.r{ Cards. Adapted to *pigeon-hole
system.” Card for the Librarian, £1.00 per hundred.
‘% Scholar, 50c. per hundred.
Librarian’s Oards, 50 in package, per package, 80c.

errin's Collection Envelopes. Record the givings
for full year. Linen-faced, Per doz., 50c.

Lapilinum, or Blackboard Cloth, 4 feet wide. Per
yard, $2.00.

First Reading Book. Scripture Lessons in large
a‘? for very small chm;n. llustrated, Per doz.,

Second Reading Book. Graded Scripture Lessons for
35':' children. Large type and illustrated. Per doz.,

Lord’s Prayer, set to music. For Sunday Schools
opening and closing. 26 in package, 25c.

New Folding Card, Ten O d

Lord's Prg:‘r. Apostle’s Creed, etc, 12 cards in

packages,

Temperance Pl Cards, with or without Tobacco
Pledge, Per hui , $1.00,

Temperance Pledge Oards, including Tobacco, Pro-
fane Language, and Budln'g of M{Juntun: Per
hundred, $1.00,

Temperance Pl Rolls. Spaces ior 76 nam
Paper, 25c. ; u.rggnd. 85e, o

The Leaf Cluster, for the Infant Class. Quarterly,
Per quarter, 76c, ; per year, $3,00.

techism of The Methodist Church, Canada.
“Oonulnh:f & Summary of Christian Doctrine, Pub-
e

lished under the authority of the General Conference,
Per dozen, 40c.
New 8. 8. Re' and Tickets, in a variety

ward Cards
of designs, at 10c., 16¢. and 20c. per package.

PRICES NET, POSTPAID

WILLIAN BRIGGS, P;illshlr. nienwons er'w TORONTO

0. W, Ooates, Montreal.

8. F. Huestis, Halifax, N.8,

The International Sunday School Lessons and*




A GREAT PROPOSITION!

Here are ten volumes constituting a complete S andard B ble Reference Library.
While they last, we will offer them at a marvellously low price and on easy payments.

Former Price, $41.00

!“’“NMTAM
0 4o N
TESTAMENTS
N b

1524 pages
Wx6ix3
«

83 pp. 1055 pp. 1350 pp.
03XTIN2)  10x7§x2 11x5x3
tical and Expository Bible Cyclopwedia
ympiled and written by Rev, A. R, Favsser A, It

contains 600 illustrations. Regular price, $5.00.

This great work is the result of seven years of libor
by the author, containing three thousand seven hundred
articles, and presents a completeness, conciseness and
thoroughness, such as to make it a perfect Bible Cyclo-
piedia,

plete Works of Flavius Jos
ted from the original Greek, by LLIAM
M.A. Large Octavo, nearly 100 illustrations,
rice,

1.0

In this gr work is contained the History and
Antiquities of the Jews, Destruction of Jerusalem by the
Romans, also Dissertations concerning Jesus Christ, John
the Baptist, James the Just, and the Sacrifice of Isiac,

strated Istory of the Bib)
"8.A

By Rev. Joux Krrro, D.D,, F
engravings, Former price, 84
» mordern writer has contributed more largely to
enrich the Biblical literature of our time, orto clothe with
a fresh and living interest the main personages and inci-
dentsin Bible History than John Kitto in this magnificent
work.  Deeply interesting and instructive, and abounding
instriking pictorial illustrations, it should have a place
in every home. Over 100,000 copies of this popular work
have been sold.
yelopiedia of Religlous Knowledge.
Biblical, biographical, theological, historical, geo-
graphical and practical. Edited by Rev. E. B,
Sanford, D.D. ~ Beautifully illustrated. Regular

price, §3.50.

0 the seekers after knowledge this work will prove a
surprising storehouse of information rezarding Church
History, Doctrines, Denominations, The Early Ohurch,
The Story of the Reformation, Young People’s Societies,
Theologians, Churches, ete,

"It contains 220

as complete payment. and will forward the books at once,

We will send by prepatd express a selee

freight or express charges. Established 1566,

Now On'y $10.00

753 pp.
10}x7x13

n'nicrlols Fon nnnEn'"a —Send $10.00 and we will forward the ten booksat once, Send $2.00

and promise to pay $1,00 a month for ten months, making $12.00

Send $6.50 and we will forward any six volumes you y

select at once. Send $2,00 and promise to pay $1.00 a month for six months, making $8,00 as complete payment,

and we will forward your selection of six volumes at once.

guarantee safe delivery to any point in the United States or Canada,

n of any book in above

The books are all strongly and handsomely bound in cloth and perfected in every way.

all books that are not satisfactory in ten days after examination, and will return money, deducting only the return
Mention the S8uNDAY ScHOOL BANNER when you order,

THE 8. 8. SCRANTON COMPANY, PuBLISHERS - HARTFORD, CONN.

We pay freight or express charges on above plans and we

Choice of Six Vols., $6.50

CRupEwg

rstory

O ompance
i ~

o

BigLE v Ao

Haushurip

76 pp. 1024 pp.
OIXTIXT) 9)x6ix2)
sset and Brown
y

L} mentary.

A complete commentary
practical—on the Old and N
bound in cloth. Former pri
of the older works now in use,
tical, suggestive and scientific

critical, explanatory and
ew Testament, 1,880 pages,
$7.50. Far in advanc
t is also the most prac-

*s of Jesus the

ised American edition. By Aurrep Eper-
.y D.D., Oxford University,

Two volumes. Former price, $6.00.
handsomely bound in silk cloth,

fonary of the Bible
A ILLIAM Sy, LL.D., classical examiner

of University of London. It formerly sold for 4. 50,

Contains 1,024 Iz oetavo pages, printed on excellent
r:qwn finely illustrated, and handsome Iy and ngly

ound in cloth, An indispensable aid to ministers,
teachers, families, Sunday School Superintendents, and
Bib'e readers generally,

The Life and Eplstles of Saint Paul.

By the ¥ W. J. CoNvBEARE, M.A,, of Cambridge,

and J, HowsoN, D.D,, of Liverpool. Formerly

sold for 4 50,

Containing 1,014 large octavo pages, many fine illus.
trations, map, charts, ete. There is no work that will
compare with this is giving a life-like picture of the
great apostle and the work which he did.
Cruden's Complete Concordance,

By ALEXANDER CRUDEN, M.A, F\

Contains 756 large octavo pages, clearly
handsomel,

Royal 8vo,

nted a
and strongly boundin cloth, Seripture "

erpreter of Scripture, an to
Bible, no volume is of greater value to the Bible
Student than Cruden’s Concordance,

t on reeelpt of $2.50,
We will take back any or




