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The Five Loaves.

Wwhat 1t the little Jewish lad
Thbat gumnier day had fatled to go
Down to the lake, because he had
Sc small a store of loaves to show

“The press I8 great,” he might have said,
* For f0od the thronging puuple call .

1 only have five loaves of bread,
And what are they among them all ?”

And back the mother's word might come,
Her coaXxing hand upon his hair

“yet go ; for they might comfort some,
Among the hungry children there.”

Lo. to the lakeside forth he went,
Bearing the scant supply he had*

And Jesug with an eye intent,
Through all the crowds, beheld the lad,

And faw the loaves and blessed them
Then
Beneath his hand the marvel grew ;
Be brake and Wesad, and br ke g in
The lpaves wero neither smallrnor foew

For, 88 we know. {2 came to pass
That hungry thousands there were fed
While gitting on the fresh green grass,
From that ope basketful of bread

11 from his home the lad that day
tiis five small loaves had falled to tal.r.
Would Christ have wrought -cah ab:
,-

S}y -
That miracle beside the lake ?

PROGRESS IN JAPAN

The Japanese are among the brightest
and mogt intelligent people of the Orjent.
Ot them it may almost be said in the
words of Scripture, * That a nation is
born in a day.” A few years ago it was
almost unknown and its influence was al-
most utterly insignificant. Now, it is
one of the great war powers of the world.
It hrapled in a few wecks the most
populoug natjon on thie face of the earth,
one ten times its size. It has adopted in
a marvellous manner, Western insitu-
tions and Western civilization. It has
an admjrable public school system, with
first-clags colleges and a great imperial
university. It is the only one of Eastern
nations which has adopted representative
institutjons and has iis regularly clected
Parllament, n considerable number of
whosé members are converts to Chris-
tianity.  Its postal, telegraph, and rail-
way svstéms will compare favourably
with those of any country in the world.
The People are of very kindly disposition,
and ste very polite and courteous to each
other. and exceedingly fond of thelr chil-
dren.  Japan has been called the para-
dice of boys aia girls. so many ingeni-
us tors are made for their amusement.
nad so yeartily €o their elders enter into
he fun,

To the waking up of the spirit to the
dvantages of Wostern civilization. the
hristtan Churches have largely contri-
buted. In this our own Church has
talien a prominent part.  Our mission to
apad was our first foreign misslona~y
nterprise. begun by those veteran mis-
sionaries, Dr. Cochran and Dr Mac-
donald. Twenty vears ago, at the Cen-
ennial Exposition at Philadelphia, T said
to one of the Japanese Commissioners.
* Do Fou know Dr. Cochran or Dr. Mac-
onald 7* The man brightened up and
1d. “Whr, Dr. Macdonald baptized me.”
1e also told me that another of the com-
fssloners was a member of our Church
n Japan. I asked him why it was that
he Japanese adopted the Western cos-
ume while the Chinese still wore thelr
ig-lalls and long gowns. He laughed
nd replied that he supposed that the
apatese Wers more receptive of Western
deas and institutions. The circumsiance
llustrates the Dolley of the nation and
np thelr remarkable progress.

We have now about thirty-six miss on-
arfes, including unative preachers, in
Japan, with a separate Conference. Ffe-
sldes the missionuries of the Woman's
Misslonary Soctety, who have seve-nl
cducational and industrial schoolg, in
orphanage, and other operations. we
have tn all 65 preaching appointments,
70 Sunday-schools, and 2,800 scholars.
There are 19 ministers, 44 preachers and
local preachers, 20 exhorters, and 96 clase
leaders.

‘The Japauese are very fond of music,
ard although much of ft 18 very dis-
cordant to Western «vars, yet the natives

A MISSIONARY TEA.
uy 7. ¢ w'are

Ruth's face vas flushed and her cyves
were faurly ape.kling from ¢ xeftement as

she rushed ‘ato the »ftting roon. upon
her return from Salibath-school
U, mother,” she exclaimed *do put

on a preat Lig thinking cap and help me
“Why, my dear.” aad her mother,
*what 8 the ma'ter* Why do-s my
daughter want so much thinking done
this lovely Satbath day *”
© Q. mo her, the superintendent told us
that there would bte a missienary from

-

JAPANESR FINGING GIRLIS.

seero to like it, which spears much for
their fortitude. The Japanese have very
rare taste in art.  Their painting. em-
broldery, bronze modelling, and tapestsy
are of surpassing excellence and beauty.
The native costume, as shoxn in our cnt,
fs singularly graceful. The Japanese
lanterns are also quite artistic.

Broken friendships may bh%es mended,
but It is usually a poorlr done Jjob
that will sood need to bas done over
anin

India at our rchool next Sunday., and
that he would give us a talk on that
country, and a collection would be taken
for him by classes, and to the class that,
without the help of their tearher. gave
the most money, he would present a ban-
ner made by native workmen.” By this
time Ruth’s breath was well-nigh gone ,
but, hurriedly gathering a fresh supply,
sho continued : ** And you know, mother,
our class is so rmall— only xeven of us
Each of us is goirg tn think ay hard ae
can be. and to-morrow aft« rmoan we have
o meeting *»erea 1 ¥new von wouldn't

mind my having them come to our house
—nnd declde what to do "

“Well, my dear, we will say no more
about it to-day, dbut 1 will be at your
meeting 8. hear what the others have
thought of, and try and help you out.”™

Seven more earnest [{ttle giris could
not Lw found than were grouped about
Mrs. Thornton, op thggpleasant plaxea,
next afternoon. They were quite anx'
ous that she should tmmediately take
charge of the meeting and suggest what
should be done to rnlse the money. But
very wisely sho first heard each girl give
her plans, and when nll had expressed
themselves, sho rald -«

* Well. my dears. Nellle has, 1 belleve,
thought out the very thing for you to do ,
and that (s to Rive a missionary tea .
and T will help y 1 by offering jyou the
use of our lawn, Luuse, and myeself ™

0, you dear mother,” cried Ruth,
throning her artus about her mothers
neck.

Such  chattaring you  never  heard
Exven Tollv in her cege tuok 1t up. and
her cries of  Polly wanta a cracker, Dolly
wants gome tea,” rang out ahrilly above
the volces of the girls. nnd greatly
am ised them

Afer 4 o grear dent of t3lking and ap
pals teo Mrs Thorh'on a Judgment 1t was
decided to Lave the tea on Friday esen

ing and that 11 sheall be kept a pro
fund ec et R:th's father who was
ed e o one of tte Tual papers wery

hitly offered to do their prtting fr »

Seoon Thur-dsy eveniug evervlaly
was astonished and fiilled with curtosity
when Mr. Thornton's office boy threw (n
to their yarls a hanib"l rating as ol
lews @

Seven young maidens will be pleased
to rvcelve you at seven oclock Fruday
evening. and make you gevenfold happy,
for the small sum of seven cents. Mrs
It Thornton’s, Chestnut Streot

To say the girls’ unique entertainment
met with success but feebly expresars ft,
for the lawn and house were fillead.
Scattered about under the trees wepre
seven small tables at each of which atood
one of the lttle Maldens, who upon the
pavment of seven centa Gispensed aand-
wiches and cofice, aleo giving to each
purchaser a ticket. which admitted him,
§0 1t read, to the art gallery

This feagure of the entertalnment had
be n the suggestion of Ruth's oldest
hrother, and was in his charge. The
lnarge reception hall had been usei for his
cxh bir, Here, In various forms, was
made prominent the figure seven *“The
Seven Sleepers’ were represented by
~ven youths, wha made sorry work of
keeping sl Then off to one stde
1004 " The Seven \Wise Men * lonking aa
rrave and decorots as Siuch noted people
should. Still in another corner * The
Seven Wonders of the World” were
cleverly represented, and cansed the viag-
{oT8 to remark upon Arthursg {ngenuity.
So on. throuch ail the legends of that
mystical aumber, had the representstion
been carried out as perfectly as posaible.
Nor did the wonders of this entertaln-
m:nt cease here, Tor Mary Jones' sister,
Florence, had organized a cholr of sevon
miswes, who digcoursed awee! music dur
ing the evening

It is neecless to may which class made
the best showing the next Sunday and
not only war the hanner given thia en-
terprising clars, but the missionary waa
80 pleased when he heard from the
superintendent haw the money had heen
ratsed that he told them be would make
1 sperfal enntritmtion of I* toward the
cducatien of a gir! pow in a mixsfonary
sche.s fitting herxel! fo- a teacher, that
she might some dav go hack and tall her
own prople of Jesus and the wonders his
love works in the hearts of men.—lHerald
and Preshyter

Read the Sunday-achool lesson at leazy
once a day.
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A 8oung for Every Day.
Y DORA KRYED wuoODaAl)

The weary world’'s a cheery plare
For those w,th hearts to win

‘I hank God, there's not u human fare
But has some lnughter in 1t

The soul thut comes with honent mirth,
‘Though heahth and fortune vary,

Brings back the childhood of the carth,
And keeps It sound and merry.

-

The plodding world's an cager p'ace
For those with wit to uso It |
Where aif are bidden to the race,
1ot him who dares refuse #t
The stmplest task the hand can try,
The dullest round of duty,
Knowledge can amply glorify,
And art can crown with beauty.

A hbusy, bonny, kindly place
I8 this rough world ot ours,

For those who love and work apace,
And flll thefr bearts with flowers
To kind and Jul? and grateful hearts

The pressnt grace s given
To find a heaven in themselves,
And find themselves in heaven !

OUR PERIODICALS:
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STARTLING FAUTS ON MISSIONS.
IV AlP SANDIIAM.

If each heathen man, woman or child
fn China were represented by a letter in
our English Bible, 1t would take over a
hundred Bibles to represent them, while
the Christians would be fully accounted
for by Paul’'s Epistie to the Romans.

India has over 21 milljon widows, and
10 milllons of Z:nana prisoners who can
ouly be reached by thelr own sex, and
christlan nations have sent out about
one female missinnary to every milllon.

It §s estimated that there are over 10
millions of square miles in heathien lands
on which the foot of 8 Christian mission-
ary has never trodden.

A natlon equal wo half the total popu-
lation of the United States and Canada
die apnually in heathen lands, without
God,

it for every heathen who passes into
eternity, one resident of Torento passed
away with him, 1n 48 hours there would
not de a living soul in the Queen City.

The chewlng gum bill ot the United
states 1s double the world's contributions
to misstons.

Canada spends 80 millions annually In
liquor. an average of $16 per head. She
glves balf a millon of dollars for mis-
stons, an average of 10 cents per head.

There are about 8.00C islands in the
Pacific Ocean, containing In round num-
bers 77.000.000 fnhabditants. Of these
only about 1,600,000 are even nominally
Protestant.

For every dollar the United States
gives to misslons, she spends 33 for
picklea

MARCH 21, 1896.

1t the Sabbath-ectiool scholares gave one
cent 4 week for missions it would amount
to more than the whole Church gives
now,

Int Loudon (Eagland) School Board
cvpends i educntion in that city  $4.-
S00 040 more than all the Christian
Churches of Great Britain rnise for the
evangelization of the world. The lon-
don tax for cducation avernges $2 per
hedd The contributlons of the whole
Kingdom for the world’s salvation aver-
age 1 1-4 cents per head

Canadu's entire contribution to missions
fn a year would not pay Canada’'s liquor
bilt for four days,

The contributions of the whole world
for wmis<jons for a year would rot pay its
own liquor bill for two days.

There are 8.000,000 people in Mexlco
who never saw a Bible.

‘There are 3.000,000 of South Anerican
Indians on whom the first ray of Gospel
Hght has never dawned

It {8 computed that there are 800,000,000
in the world who have never heard the
name of Christ.

There are 140,000,000 women fin
India for whom skilled medical ald s
impossible ! What a eall for medical
missions and female doetors

Venezueln, with o nopulation of 2,100,000,
and ap area nine times as large as Eng-
land and Wales, has only one Protestant
missionary.

Bolivia, with a population of 2,300,000,
has no restdent Protestant missionary.

There 18 buriad n jewellery, gold and
silver plate and useless ornamentations,
within Christian homes, enough to build
a fleet of fifty thousand vessels, ballast
them with Bibles, and crowd them with
missionaries, build a church in every
destitute hamlet, and supply every living
soul with the Gospel within & score of
years.

The annual receipts in the saloons of
Chicago amount to more than double the
tota! sum given by the United States for
missions.

ONE SELF-DENIAL, WEEK.

The President of the Mlissfon Band in
the Brightvale church was Janife lee.
8he was not a very big president, but
she was a very good one, and you will
all agree that it {s better to be good thac
vig.

A good president of a soclety will at-
tend every meeting. if possible. If not,
she will notify the first ice-president,
and see to it that she has the programme
all nicely written out to help her in con-
ducting the meeting. Then she will al-
ways be rrompt, and help others to be
80, by be.inning In time, even if but two
or threc are present.  She will always
have a programme. and an Interesting
one at t.at.  And she will be bright and
hopeful, “ecause she will have faith in
the work and In God, the great worker.

Janle l.ee was a good president, so she
was all this.

One day Janie came to the meeting
looking very bright and very knowing.
*“I've got a splendid plan.'” she whispered
to Kitty Roberts, the treasurer ; * we'll
see what Mrs. Gray thinks of it."" Mrs.
Gray was the lady director of the band.

Mrs. Gray had a speclai gift of interest-
ifng the members of the band in some
line of work, and then making them feel
that, cotne what might, they must do
scmething to help along that very work.

At the last meeting, she had talked to
them about the Mothers' Jewels’ Home,
and had given them such a glimpse of
the sweet home-life already being lived
there, and the urgent neced of the larger
Home, that the band felt that a great deal
depended upon taeir efforts.

“But what can we do ?" sald Harry
W.ntera, We have had an entertain-
ment alreadv, and we have sent off our
mite-box moncy, and our dues are so
small.”

“Let’'s all try to think of some new
way ~vmething we've never done be-
fore.” sald Jante,

Everabidy Lked that idea, and the
band agreed to hold an extra meeting
the next neck to bring their plans to-
gether and agree upon what they would
do.

And nuw yoa are in a hurry to hear
what Janle’'s * splendid plan” was, and
sou chall hear her tell.

“Why, I heard some ladies in the cars
talking about the ‘Seif-denial Week * that
the Salvation Army soldiers all kept last
year. They =aid that a hundred thous-

and dollars came tn frem those poor peo-
ple ; and | thought we might have a little
Self-denial Week to rajse money for the
Home."

Jaunle blushed and looked around shyly.
The children did not look very enthusias-
tic. The most of them had some plan
that promised a good time, such as a (air,
or drill of some sort. but this plan
looked a little pokey. to tell the truth.

Wise Mrs Gray had each one tell his
plan, and after a good deal of thinkhig
and talking, and a very little speech
from Jante, it was declded to try her plan.

You will like to hear what Janlo said
which made everybody willing to do as
she wigshed, [ut first you must know
that Janie's widowed mother was 80 poor
‘hat she had to work hard every day to
buy tood and clothes for hersel? and her
Httle daughter. Janle was working hard,
100, to get an education, so that she
might earn a living in a pleasanter way
than her mother did, which was by tak-
ing In washing

Janfe was always neatly but plainly
dressed—more so than any of her school
friends, and 80 she sald very simply :

** T shall just love to deny myself some-
thing for the sake of those poor children !
Mamma sald she did not know what I
could give up, but I told her I wanted to
wear my old sack ene winter more, and
she says I may.” Janle aafd this with
such a look of real gladness that no one
could daubt her sincerity. ‘ And so0,”
Janiec went on, “ you see my Self-denial
Week will last all winter.”

Everybody laughed then, and Russell
Gray, who sometimes took liberties be-
cause his mother was lady director, cried
out : *“ Hurrah for Janie !"

And hew did it ail come out ? Beauti-
fully. There were thirty-three members
of the band, and all but five fell {n with
the plan.

One girl begged to wear her old hat;
another gave up a ciite little muff that
had been promised her : another &asked
to have her Christmas present (the money
it would have cost) go to the Home : and
s’ ‘1l another begged her mamma to make
ta¢ sash of her aew winter dress from
‘he goods, instead of buying the nice rib-
bon sash she had planned to buy.

The boys could not so well save on
their clothes, but they too found ways in
which to deny themselves. One little
Jover of =cod things ate peither cake,
pie nor butter for a whole week, and hlis
mother gave him a dollar for the Home;
another gave up his allowance of pocket-
money for a whole month; and still an-
other denied himself a whole hour of
after-school plav everr day for a week,
giving the hour to hard work, for which
he received fifteen cents an hour.

When the outcome of that bright,
blessed Self-dental Week all came into
the treasurv, the astonished and de-
lighted band counted up forty-three doi-
lars and sixty-two cents! “And we
never bad such a good time in all our
liveg,” said Russell, enthusiastically.
There are two sides to sclf-denial—the
side that ye look upon, and the side that
God and the holy angels see. The work
of the Brightvale Band looks very plea-
sant here : but how heavenly bright f{t
may look over there, who can tell 7 And
the spirit of self-denial did not stop with
these little folka : the big folks caught
ft too, and every good work in the Bright-
vale church prospered as never before.

And the dand—well, it {8 not running
down.

COURAGE, BOYS.

Men as well as boys may learn a lesson
from this boy's example. The power of
honest expression of just principles is
very great.

A boy who attends one of our Sunday-
schoois i{n town, went into the country
last summer to spend his holidays at a
farmhouse—a visit he had long looked
forward to with great plearsure. He
went out to help the men gather in the
barvest. One of the men was an In-
veterate swearer.

The boy, having stood it as long as he
could, said to the man. * Well, I have
made up my mind to go home to-mos-
row.”

The swearer, who had taken a great
liking to the boy. said . * I thought you
were golng to stay all the rest of the
summer."

“1 was.,” sald the boy, “ dbut I cannot
stay where ansbody swears 50 ; one of
us must go ; 1 will leave.”

The man felt the rebuke. and said -

*If you will gtay [ won’t swewr.”
kept his word,

Boys, take a bold stand for the rigbt,
throw your irflilucnce on the side of
Christ, and you will sow seed the harvest
of which you will reap both in thiy
world and that which is to come.—The
Christian Guardian.

and he §
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JUNIOR EPWORTH LEAGUE.
PRAYER-MEETING TOPIC.
March 29, 18S6.

The Child Jesus.—~Luke 2. 40-52.

The word Jesus means Saviour, and the
nrme was given. to his mother by the
angel before he was born.  See Matthew
1. 21.  The name you gee s significant,
and reminds us of the grand work which
Christ came into the world to accom-
plish.  Our lesson relates mainly to the
events In connection with the childhoo
of Jesus.

He was twelve years of age when he
went to the feast of the Passover.' This
grand festival was held to keep the peo-
ple in remembrance of thelr ancestors’
deliverance from Egyptian bondage,
when the first-born In every house of
tic Egyptians was slain by the angel
of death, but none died among the
Hebrews, as the door-posts were gprink-
led with bload, which was the sign given
for the angel of death to pass them over.

There were three festivals held In
Jerusalem annually, to which all the peo-
ple from every part of Palestine were to
attend. This was the first festival the
child Jesus had attended. He had at-
ta‘aed the age which required his attend-
ance. On the return journey, the parents
lost their son und were greatly perplexed.
The pcople were accustomed to travel
in companies, and his parents went
hither and thither in search, and at last
found him in the temple at Jerusalem.

He was among the doctors—a company
of learned men who were accustomed to
meet together for counsel, and give ad-
vice to those who might require it. As
Christ was only a youth, it was somewhat
remarkable to find him {n such company.
Young people cannot begin too early to
learn, and they should never be afraid to
ask questions. A wise man said that to
ask questions i3 a ready way to acquire
information. You may not always ob-
tain satisfactory answers, but do not be
afraid to ask questions ; and should you
be interrogated, always answer respect-
fully to the best of your ability.

What a remarkable answer Christ gave
to his mother’s statement respecting thetr
search for him—*" Wist ve not,” that is,
Did you not know, ** that 1 must be about
my Father's business 7* Young people at
the aze of twelve, {f not befcre, ghould
attend to spinitual things. Chilld plety
is always attractive. * Suffer little chil-
dren to come unto me, and forbid them
not,” sald the Saviour. What business
are vou doing for your heavenly Father ?
Do you speak kind words, do you tryv to
perform kind deeds? Carry flowers to
the sick,
utmost of your ability.

After this he “ went down with them
to Nazareth” which was now thejr place
of residence, and was subject unto them,
that {s, under thelr contsol. The 52nd
verse 18 2l we know respecting the life
of Cbrist for the period of eighteen
years. His reputed father was a car-
penter, and as all the boys of Jewish
families were tzught some trade, it is &
reasonable to suppose that Christ fol-
lowed the occupation of his father.
young people should be taught zome use-
ful occupation. Satan finds something
still for idle hands to do. Many persons
who are criminals would never have be- §
come such it they had been taught some §
useful trade. :

Christ was subject unto his parents.
Do all the members of our Junior
Leagues revers or obey their parents?
Disobedlence to parents is sure to lead
to bad resuits. The young person who |
acts contrary to parental counsel will
reap a sad harvest by-and-bye. No par-
ticular mention ig made of Christ's earth. g
Iy father, but the mother I8 often named. §
Here 1t 18 said, **She pondernd these
thiags in her heart.” No doubt she was §
impressed with the fact that her son was
truly a divine person, which wouid
prompt her to care and diligence in her
treatment of him. We are sure that
he loved his mother. You remember
his care for her when he bung upan the
cross. Let this fact sink Into vour
hearts. remember your parents. Ve Wingd
to them an loog as thay liva

help those in trouble to the JN

All 8
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Loss of the Royal George.

Y W. OOWPERA,

Toll for the brove!
The brave that are no more !
All sunk beneath the wave
Fast by their native shore !

Eight hundred of the brave
Whose «(ourage well was tried,
liad made the vessel heel
And lalé her on her side.

A land-breeze shook the shrouds,
And she wasg overset |

Down went the Royal George,
With all her crew compiete.

Toll for the brave!
Brave Keinpenfelt {s gone!
His last sea fight is fought,
His woik of glory done.

It was pot ia the battle ;
No tempest gave the shoc’ |

&he sprang no fatal teak,
She ran upon no rock.

His sword was in 1ts sheath,
His fingers held the pen.

When Kempenfelt went down,
With twice four hundred men,

Weigh the vessel up,

Once dreaded by our foes !
And mingle with our sup

The tear that England owes.

Her timbers yet are sound,
And she may float again

Full charged with England's thunder,
And plough the distant main:

Put Kempentelt is gone,
His victories are o'er

And he snd his eight hundred,
Shall plough the wave no more.

THE STORY OF JESSICA.

CHAPTER X.
THE S8HADOV UF DEATH.

There was no coffee-stall opened under
the rallway-arch the following morning.
and Danlel's regular customers stood
amazed as they drew near the empty
corner, where they were accustomed to
get thelr carly breakfast. It would
have sstonished them still more if they
could ha'2 seen how he was occupied in
the miserable loft. He had intrusted a
friendly v.oman out of the court to buy
food and fuel, and all night long he had
watched beside Jessica, who was light-
beaded and delirious, but in the wander-
tnzs of her thoughts and words often
spoke of God, and prayed for her Mr.
Dan‘el. The neighbour informed him
that the child’s mother had gone off some
2ays defore, fearing that she was i1l of
some infectious fever, and that she, alone,
bad taken a little care of her from time
to time. As soon as the morning came
he sent for a doctor, and, after receiving
permisston from him, he wrapped the
poor deserted Jessica in bis coat, and,
bearing her tenderly in his arms, he
carried her to a cab, which the neighbour
brought to the entrance of the court. It
was to no other than his own solitary
home that he had resolved to take her;
and when the mistrxss of tho lodgings
stood at her door, with her arms a-kimbo,
10 forbi1 the admission of the wretched
and neglected child, her toogue was
silenced by the gleam of a half-soverelgn,
which Daniel siipped into the palm of her
hsard band.

By that afternoon’s post th minister
recsived the fnllowing letter :

* Reverend Sfir,

“ 1f you will condescend to enter under
my humble roof, you wili have the plea-
sure of seeing little Jessica, who Is at
tha point of cdeath, unless God in his
mercy restores ber. Hoplng you will ex-
cuse this liber.y, as 1 canpot leave the
chiig, I remain, with duty,

« Your respectfu: servant,
*D. Standring.

“pg8.-—Jesgica 4 sires her best love
and duty to Miss Jane and Winny.”

The minister laid aside the book he
was reading., and without any delay
otarted off for 2is ehapel-kesper's dweli-

ing  There was Jenslca Iviug restiully
upon Dantel’'s bed. but the pinched fea-
tures were deadly pale, and the sunken
eyesa shione with a waning lght.  She
Wasg too fevhle to turn Lot head when the
door opened, and he paised for a minute
looking at her and at Dantel, who, seated
at the head of the bed, was turning over
the papers in his desk, and reckoning
up once more the savings of his Hfetime,
But when the minister ndvanced into the
middle of the room, Jessica's white
cheeks tlushed into a deep red

* Oh, minister I she crted, ** God has
glven me everything 1  wanted except
paying Mr Dan‘el for the coffee he used
to give me.”

“Ah ' but God has pa'l me over and
over again.” rafd Dantel. rising to recefve
the minister “ile's riven me my own
soul fn evchange for it I~t me make
bold to sieak to vou this once. sir.
You're a very learned man, and a great
preacher and many people ficek to hear
vou tiil I'm hard put to it to find seats
for them at thnes :; but all the while,
hearkening to vou every blessed Sabbath,
1 was losing my soul. and yvou never once
safid to me, though you saw me scores
and scores of times, ‘ Standring, are you
& saved man "

“Standring.” said the minister, {n a
tone of great distress and regret “1I al-
wavs took it for granted that you were a
Christian."”

“ Al " continued Daniel, thoughtfully,
“but God wanted somehody to ask me
that question, and he did not find any-
body in the congregation, so he sent this
poor little lass to me. Well, T don't
mind telling now, even {f I lose the place:
but for a long time. nigh upon ten years,
I've kept a coffec-stall on week-days in
the city, and cleared, one week with an-
other, zbout ten shillings. but I was
afraid the chapel-wardens wouldn't ap-
prove of the coffee business, as low, so 1
kept it a close secret, and always shut
up early of a morning. It's me that 6old
Jessica her cup of coffee, which you paid
for, sir.”

“There's no harm in it, my good fel-
low.” said the minister, kindly; * you
need make no secret of it*™

* Well,” resumed Daniel, *‘the questions
tbis poor lttle creature has asked me
have gone quicker and deeper down to
my conscience than all your sermons, if
1 may make so free as to say ft. She's
come often and often of a morning. and
looked {nto my face with those dear eves
of hers, and sald, ‘ Don't you love Jesus
Christ. Mr. Dan‘el  ‘Doesn’t it make
you very glad that God 1s vour Father,
Mr. Dan‘el?” ‘Are we getting nearer
heaven every day, Mr. Dan’el  And one
day, savs she, ‘' Are you going to give all
your money to God, Mr. Dan‘el? Ah'!
that question mads me think indeed, and
ft's never been answered ti)l this day.
While I've been sitting beside the bed
here, I've counted up all my savings:
£397 17s. it 1s ; and I've said. * Lord, it's
all thine ; and I'd cive every penny of it
rather than lose the child, if it be thy
blessed will to spare her iife.” "

Danfel's ‘oice quavered at the last
words, and his face gsank upon the pillow
where Jessica's feeble and moticuless
head lay. There was a very sweet, vet
surprised, smile upon her face, and she
lifted her wasted fingers to rest upon the
bowed head beside her, while she shut
her eyves and shaded them with her other
weak hand.

* Qur Father,” she sald, in a faint
whisper, which still reached the ears of
the minister 2nd the beadle, “I asked
you to let me come home to heaven,
but 1f Mr. Dan‘el wants me, please to let
me stay & little longer, for Jesus C*rist’s
sake, Amen.”

For some minutes after Jessica's
prayer there was a de«p and unbrcken
sllence {n the room, Dani~l still hiding
his face upon the pillow, and the miais-
ter standing beside them with bowed
head and clesed eyes. as {f he also were
praying. When he looked up again at the
forsaken and desolate child, he saw that
her fceble hand had fallen from her face,
which looked full of rest and peace,
while her breath came falatly. but regu-
Iarly. through her parted lips. 1le took
her little hand into his own with a pang
of fear and grief. dut, instead of the
mortal chillness of death. he felt the
pleasant warmth and molsture of life.
He touched Danlel’s ghoulder, and, as he
1ifted up bhis head in sudden alarm, he
whispered to him, * The child is ant
C2sd, but {2 only assesp.”

Betore Jessica was  fully recovered
Dantel rented a Httie honse for himsel!
and his adopred daunghter to dacell in
ite made many tuq itries after her mother
but she never appeared again tn her ot
naunts, and he was well pleased that
there was nobody to igterfere wlth Lis
charge of Jessica When Jesglea grew
stiong enough. many a cheerful walk had
they tegether, tn the early morn'nes a«

they wended their way (o the ratlway
bridge. where the lfttle girl took her
place behind the stall, and soon learne !
10 gerve the dafly customers , and mans

a happy day was gpent fn he'pine to
sweep and dus<t the chapel into which
she had crept so secrotly at flrst  her
great delight being to attend to the pul-
pit and the vestry. and the pew where
the minivter's children sat, while Daniel
and the woman he employed cleancd the
rest of the btullding Many a Sundas
ulso the minister In hls puleit nnd his
httle danghtors in thelr pew and Dantel
treading softly about the alsics, as their
glance fell upen Jessica g cager, ~uinest,
happy face, thought of the first time they
faw her sitting amongst the congregation.
and of Jessica’s first prayer.

The End.

A LETTER FROM CHINA TO BOYS

BY CHARLES B, GALIOWAY.

There {8 a language in China known as
* Pidgin-English.” used more formerly
than now. It first came into use on ac-
count of the foreiguer's difficuity in
learning Chinese, and the Chinaman’s
fallure to learn English. So this * Pid-
gin-English ' grew up, which {8 nelther
Chinese nor good English. It sounds
very funny as spoken by the Chincse.
For instance, they speak of me as a min-
ister and of my office in the Church as the
*“ Number one top side heaven pidgin
man,” The word * pidgin * means busl-
ness, 8o thev somet. ‘es say : * It's none
of my pidgin.’ The lctter “‘r" 18
dropped and 1" used instead. In a
book I was reading last night, the poem
** Elcelsior " was rendered into *' Pidgin-
English.” I reproduce the first verse,
hoping every boy who reads it will get
the Engllsh copy and compare them :

That nightey tim begin chop-chop,

One young man walkee—no can stop.

Maskee snow ! markee ice!

He cally fiag with chop 8o nice—
Topside Galow !

In a Buddhist temple yesterday I sawn
a lad of the higher class, about fourteen
yvears old, worshipping in honour of his
father who had recently died. He put
on white clothes (white is the mourning
dress in China), and wore shoes covercd
with sackcloth. 1iis head was covered
with a white napkin. also. Before the
shr..2s, sfter lighting the candles, he
bowed a number of times touching his
head to the floor. Then back Into an-
other building, In which are ghastly
looking figures representing tie Buddhist
purgatory, he went and performed cer-
tain devotions there. Incense sticks
were burped, candles lighted, and a
basket of imitation sllver money made to
zo out in smoke and ashes. The poor
boy belleved that the burned money
would reach his father in another world
and be used by him there

A lady told me that she saw some
young men burning a paper house, in
which were all kinds of furniture. with
servants, cooks, etc. They thought i
that way their dead father would be pro-
vided with a house, furniture, kitchen,
servants, ete., in the world of spirita
Alas ! for such ignorance and supersti-
tion. So vou sec how necessary it s for
missionaries to come and teach these be-
nighted millions the truth. I have also
seen paper boats ready to e burned, the
superstitious imagining that their friends
in the other world travel on .lnals as
they did here and will need little row-
boats for their accommodation.

In China, nearly everything is done
differently from our methods. A China-
man shakes his own hands =hen he
meets a friend, and puts on his hat when
welcoming you to his house. te Ianghs
when speaking cf a death {n the family,
and a bride walle at her wedding The
Chinese compass points to the south, not
to the north as with us. They do not
walk by each other's sldc, dut follow
each other like the Indians of North
Amerten. The womesn waar sseks and

the men sometimes weer stockings o
Amerien the ladies lnce their bodtes. v
China they bind “helr feet.  We dlacken
cur shoes thev whiten the aides of their
sulog We Lare peakets {u our pants.
they make (oche's of their fong sleeves
In their books the ‘ottom of the page
is at the top the Leginning In at the end.
and footnotes are put on the upirer MAr-
g'n ‘Tle tact chapter in their hhle of
liokad at as an ordinary book is the
first chapter of Genrsis, a' 4 the first
verse 38 the ‘ast vetge of e velation
And many, many cther things ' »ard and
read, 1 could mention -

In nearly all the cities of China rall of
the walled citles) there are tall, altmoat
reund shaped, stroclures which csn be
ween for Mmtles Theaer ate calleyd pago
das. and rome of them are sery 5igh
Onn liere in Soochow 14 twa hundred and
fifty ‘oot high In samie of thear pago
das there are Llols and shrines, and peo
tle prabably warship there occaatonally
I believe the word means  Holy House ™
Thes are supposed alxo to ward off evil
inBucnrer and Lring good luck to the
) fex in menge sums of morey have
been spent In thelir erection, but most of
them are decaying in all probabillty
they will never bie ret:ulll on the larse
scale o! former Years in Saochow
there §a one palited black, called the
“Ink Pagoda ™  May God stir the heart
of every boy who reads these lines to be
come o missionary in spirit, and to have
a brotherly interest In the multiplied
millions of Chinese vonthia who have no
knowledge of our rellglon.

WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR SCHOOL
BOOKS

your e&chool-hooks {f yonu
possibly can.  Never sell them or dispose
of them In any way untileas It {8 very
plainly your daty to somebody else to do
80. For instanre, In a famlly an older
sister may let the younger chlldren have
her books when she 18 done with them
This may save her parents tho expense
of huying new ones, and having the same
books duplicated In the household collec
tion. Or thers may be in your ac-
quaintance a glrl too poor to buy new
books, who will be very glad and thank
ful to have yours nan gift.  In this cnse
it will be your pleasure, 1 am sgure, to
make this friend happy. and to relieve
her of anxiety, and help her in procuring
her oducation Dut, us a rule, T would
ddvise yvou to keep your books for your
self. Fven when yon  have finished
studying in a particular book, you may
want it to refer to, und after your school
days are cver. vaur books will be re.
minders of the delighiful times you han
when you uscd them.  School-hooks are
valuable because they are wrilten in a
clear, plain, straightforward styls which
it is quite easy to comprehend They
o not wander awsy from the point, nnd
they give a great deal of {information
packed up In & small compass. A good
school-book {8 a real treasure,

All books should be treated with re
spect. No nice person ieaves books lying
around heedlessly, with the bindinga
opened widely s that they bdecot.e
loosened, and the pages 8 curling up at the
corners. If a gir] s n.at abo.t her room
and ter drees, she wiil surcly de 50 {n ‘he
care of her bonks. Never let bdooks
gather dust. ‘They are as ornamental an
pictures, or flowers, or vascs, ’Rnd a houss
in which there are a number of books ia
already half furnished.

If by any chance %o0ks have boen used
by a patlent in {llness. such as scarlet
fever or any other contagious diseass,
they m-ist immediately be burned up. Th.s
is the only mafe was. A child recove:
ing from such &an attack may ask for his
or her books to play with 1ot the
buoks be given, if the mother 1a willing,
but they muret dbe destroyesd nfts rward,
Even {f they have remalned on shelven
in the roomn andg the patient has not o
much as touched them, they must be
burned. for Louks hLase a way of ore
serving germs of disrase, and mus: be
used only by people who are not 111 with
ar:'l'hln;: infectious or who are perfoctly
wel

Do I think bocks stould be covered *
To save the hindings, you mean ? de-
pends on how very clean and dainty are
the hands which hold thom. Smoo'h
white paper makes a good covering, and
Is easlly renewed, and most publishers
in these days provide attractive covers
for the beautiful books thay wall —Har
por's Nound Table

Keep all
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LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTER.

WTUDIPZA 1IN TP Gostp] secohISG T JLRe,

GUARTERILY RISVIEW.
MARCH 20

GOLDEN TEX'T,

Whosovver shall confess me before nun,

him gball the Son of mun also confewy
before the angels of God.- Luke 12 8,

T!TLES OF SOLDEN TEXTS.

The F, of C~-Thou shalt go belore -
. The B J, Jensus incrasid §n

The M. of J. the B - Hegold the—
‘The . M of J.—HIi8 word was—

The P. of J.—Tho Son of man--

. The 8. on the M.—\Vhy call ye me—
The G. H.- They glorified God -

I, E.~Fear not belleve—

. J. the M --This {s my heloved—

. T. L. to O N.--1hou s=halt love the -~
. T. about P.— Ask, and it ghall

. F. and U. S.—Be not drunk with--

Time —-I'rom  the announcement to
Zuchartas, B.C. 6, t{ll near the cluse ol
the third year of Christ’s ministry,
AD, 29,

Places --1'wo tn Jerusalem , one in the
valley of the Jordan, two in Nazareth :
three in Capernaum , onc on Horus of
Hattin ; one in Nain , one near Caesarea-
Philippt ; two in Perea ; and one (pro-
bably) 1n Bethany.

DAY BY DAY WORK

Monday.-—Read about the boyhood of
Jesus (Luke 2. 40-52).  learn Titles of
the Quarters l.essons.

Tuesday.- Read about the carly m'n's-
iry of Jesus (Luke 4. 14-22). §'ix {n your
mind Time and Places.

Wednesday.— Read  concerning
power of Jesus (l.uke 5. 17-26).
the Golden Text.

Thursday. Read o1 Jesus as the Great
Helper (Luke 7. 1-16).  Answer the Ques-
ttons ¢n Lessons 1-VI.

Fridayv.—Read how falth was encourag-
od (Luke 8, 41-56). Auswer Quest.ons on
letsons VII-XII,

Saturday.— Read of Jesus as Messiah
(Luke 9. 18-27). Learn Teachings of <he
1.essons.

Sunday.—-Read concerning true love to
one's neighbour (Luke 10. 25-37).

TEACHINGS OF THE LESSONS.

Children should give parents jov. We
tia-t gpelid yo'.th right It we wonld be
ustful men and women.  God will give
special favours to the good.  We should
attend the services of God's house.
When Lealed by Christ people will know
i, Duing v.hat Christ says will pay in
the future. Go to Jesus in trouble.
Have faith {n the good Physician. e
bYiear the cross for Christ.  Our kindness
iz due to ull who need. Earnest prarer
prevails. Live every day as if it were
the last.

VIRST

~
SvENAN AL -

[ovar oY
0 -

the
I.earn

CHINESE PAGODAS.
By Chata M.

One of he familiar landmarks around
Pcklo is this pagoda, which may be seen
fo: miles. rising high above the low temn-
vle buildings  which surround it 1
counted the stories of this and ott ers,
and said to an old priest,

" Why do you build pagsdas so many
xtories high ?*

* Because,” said he,
to build a pagoda.”

This kind of reasoning may do for a
Buddhist priest, but 1t hardiy satisfles
> a live Yankee.”

A pagoda is usually a hollow tower
having eight sides, and s sometimes
thirteen stones high. A pagoda may
have one rooxt at the base, containing the
ido! or relic of Buddha, while the top is
solid,

There are said to be two thousand
pagodas In China, There are six in and
aroutd P'ekin. It is said that heaven
will protect the place that lies in sight of
a pagoda, and destroy all bad influcnces.
Those that 1 saw were all old and out of
repair, which surely Is very ungrateful
of tho Chinese. if they bring as much
wood luock as the Buddhists say !

CUSHVAN,

“that {8 the way

Wi LLERT [-LAND WALKIORS,

The fir t po ,0oda was erected in Nan-
king over sivteen hundred years ago.
They say the model was obtained of the
Hindoos.

One pagoda in Shantung has a wind-
ing stairnay of nearly two hundred steps.
The top Is abount one hundred and fifty
feet from the ground, and commands a
fine view of the country.

For a long time Nanking was celebrat-
ed for fts beautifu) porcelain tower, built
in Lonour of the empress. It was to
have been thirteen stortes, and over three
hundred feet high, but, though nineteen
vears was spent on it, only nilne stories
were completed.

It had one hundred and ninety steps,
one hundred and fifty hells hanging on
the corners, and one hundred and forty
lamps. A Chinese writer said, “ The
lamps light up thirty-three heavens, and
show forth the good and evil among men,
and keep off all kinds of sorrow.”

After s'anding four hundred years the
Taiptng rebels blew it up for fear it
would spo.l thelr good luck !

The old pagoda near the temple where
I spent many pleasant vacatlon hours
was sajd to he one thousand years old.
I have often gone up into it with the old
priest, and talked with him as he lighted
the incense,

‘The little bells on the many corners,
that have tinkled so softly and sweetly
‘or many centurl-s, are dropping off and
growing less and less.  Those who sing
the * Jesus songs ™ around the old pagoda
are growineg mere and more.

“ Some sweet day.” all over China, in-
stead of parodas shall rise the white
spires of Christian churches, and instead
of pagoda bellx and temple gongs shall
sound forth the church bell, and happy
i rts shall say, * I was glad when they
fafu untfo nie, Lot us go into the Liouse of
the Lord.”

GILBERT ISLAND WARRIORS.

The Gllbert Islands lle on both sides of
the equator and a little beyond the 180th
merfdfan. They are sixteen in number,
with a thin seoll, scanty rainfall, and
limited vegetation. The cocoanut-palm
thrives here, as well as the pandanus, or
screw-pine ; but almost nothing else
which can furnish food for human be-
ings.  Advocates of a meagre dict, as
conducive to health, might do well to
emigrate to the (‘Hbert Islands. If they
survive the experiment, their testimony
will be Interesting : possibly, however, a
Httle “thin.” The same language is
spoken on all of thes~ islands. The peo-
ple are naturally hardy, savage, and
quarrelsome. Theyv wear very little
clothing, and men are frequently seen
entirely naked. The bodies of the men
are often covered with scars, and no
uandy is more proud of his rings and
jewels than are these men of the un-
sightly scars which Indicate their
prowess While not cannibals in the
same sense as were the Fiji Islanders,
yet it is said that on some of the islands
there Is protably not an adult male who
has not casted human flesh.

The orly water fit to drink on all coral
islonds is rain water. Missionaries liv-
ing on the Gilbert Islands are obliged to
depend almost entirely upon foreign food,
which i8 never perfectly fresh. and al-
ways preserved with difficulty. Rev.
Hiram Bingham, Jr, with his devoted
wife, began work here in 1857, and
laboured on alone, with their Hawaiian
helpers, until 1874, Frequently they
were obliged in self-preservation to flee
for g scason to a more salubrious clime ;
until, at last, utterly broken in health,
they were compelled to take up their re-
sidence at Tonolulu, where they still
continue thelr labours of love among Gil-
hLert Islanders who have been brought to
Hawaii as labourers. The days of mar-
tyvrs and heroes of faith are not yst
passed.

DENSELY IGNORANT.

A Harrisburg, Pa., correspondent
writes :

“ \We have a few rural legislators here
who ean scarcely take care of themselves,
jet alone looking after the interests of
their constituents. Only vyesterday a
gentleman from one of our neighbouring
counties, who had just received his order
for stamps, went to the postoffice to get
them.

“*YWhat denomination ?* {nquired the
clerk.

* ¢ Lutheran,’ said the member modest-
157."—Housekeeper's Weekly.

Little Homer's 8Slate.
#Y RUOGRNE FIKLD.

After dear old grandma dled,
Hunting through an oaken chest
in the attic, we espled
What repafd our childfsh quest-
“I'wag a homely little slate,
Seemingly of anclent date.

On its quaint and battered face
Was the picture of a cart,
Drawn with all that awkward giace
Which betokens childish art ;
But what meant this legend, pray :
* Homer drew this yesterday '’ ?

Mother recollected then
What the years were fain to hide,
She was but a baby when
Little Homer lived and dled ;
‘ Forty years.” 8o mother said,
* Little Homer had been dead.”

This one secret through those years
Grandma kept from all apart,
Hallowed by her lonely tears
And the breaking of her heart,
While each year that sped away
Seemed to her but yesterday.

So tho homely little slate
Grandma’s baby's fingers pressed,
To a memory consecrate,
Ijeth in the oaken chest,
Where, unwilling we should know,
Grandma put it years ago.

RESTORING FOURFOLD.

One day a Kaflir girl in South Africa
went to a misstonary and dropped four :
sixpences into his hand, saying, *“ That i3 ~
your monev.” “ You don’t owe me anv-
thing,” replied the teacher. “ I do.” she
answered, “and I will tell you how. At
the public examination you promired a
sixpence to anyone in the class Y ‘as 3
.2 who would write the best sprcimen on
a slate. I gave in my slate and got the
sixpence ; but you did not know then &
that another person wrote that specimen *
for me. TYesterday you were reading in :
the church about Zaccheus, who sald, ‘It
I have taken anything from any man by .
a false accusation, 1 restore him four- ;
fold." T took from you one sixpence, and :
1 bring you back four.”

R. M. BALLANTYNE'S

Miseellany of Entertaining’

and Instructive Tales.
With Hiustrations. 35 cts. each.

Tighting the Whalesg; or, Doings and Dan-
ger= on a Fishing Cruise.

Awag in the Wilderness ; or, Life among
the Red Indians and Far ors of North 3
Amcrica.

Fast in the Ice - or, Adventures in the Polar
Regrons,

Chasing the Sun: or, Rambles in Norway. :

Sunk at Sea - or, The Adventures of Weader- &
ing Wiil in_ths Pacific. ;

Lost \n the Forest; or, Wandering Will's%
Adventures in South America.,

Over the Mountains; or, thderingf
Will in the Land of the Redskin.

Saved b‘vutshe Lifeboat or, A Tale of Wreck ;

cue on the Coast.

The Ca.nnibal Islands; or, Captsin Cook's
Adventares in tte South Seas.

Hunting the Lions; or, The Lard of the?

Negro. :

Diggmg for Gold ; or, Adventures in Califor-

xn the Clouds ; or, Balloon Voyages. ¥
'1'1 e Battle ¢nd the Breeze; or, The Fights?
d Fancies of & British Tar. b
The Ploneen : A Tale of the Weatern Wil.
derness.
The Story of ths Rock.
Wrecked, but not Ruined.
The Therogood Family.
The Liveiy Poll: A Tale of the North Sea.
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