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CHILDREN IN
JAPAN.
The most inter-
esting sights are
sports of the chil-
dren. The girls
play battledore
and  shuttlecock,
and the boys fly
kites and spin
tops. The girls
enjoy their game
very much, and are
usually dressed in
their  prettiest
robes and bright-
colored girdles;
their faces are
powdered with a
little rice flour,
their lips  are
tinted crimson,

ful kites, made of
tongh paper pasted
on light bamboo
frames, and dec-
orated with drag-
ons, warriors, and
storm hobgoblins.
Across the top of
the kite is
stretched a thin
ribbon of whale-
bone. which  vi-
brates in the wind,
making a peculiar
humming sound.
When 1 first
walked the strects

JAPANESE LADY AND CHILL.

the sky above me;

they place in pro
per positions, and
attempt  to  gaw
each others
strings with  the
'-‘vl!ldﬂi 4 ' LR B )
When a string is
sovered, B Kt
falle and ie
claimed by the
vietor.  The bovse
slsa  hare  play-
firhts  with their
fra, g
.Q--nﬂimn f
met bove running
* rae on [ 3
etilta: at  other
timea  they wonld
have wrestling
matches in which
Titthe  six-vearwold
vorngsters  wonld
toss and  tumble
one another to the
wmd  Their
b dice were stount
'nd  chubly. anl
hoir roer chaeks
showed  the «igng
of health and hap-
viness. They were
alware zolna-
I ad noer
«d them elves
t ang-v

he fifth day

month
have their
“ Feast of Flage."
Thev ovlebrate the
dav  verr peace
ably, with games
and toys. The N
have sets of figures
with flags and pro-
cessions.  Outside
the house a ham-
boo pole is ercted
by the gate, from
the top of which

the sound at times wat shrill and sharp, zreatly increased. Sometimes the boys 4 large paper fish is suspended.  This fish

and then low and musical. At last I dis- put glue on their kite-strings, near the is sometimes six feet

long, and is hollow.

several kites in the air, and when top, and dip the strings in pounded glass, | When there i« a breeze it fills with wind,
breeze freshened, the sounds were Then they fight with their kites, which and its tail and fins flap in the air, as
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though it were trying to swim away.
When hundreds of these hnge fishes are
wen swimming in the breeze, it presents
a enrions sight.

The girls have their © Feast of Dolls ™
on the third day of the third month.
During the week preceding the holiday,
v shops of Tokio are filled with dolls
and richly dressed figures.  This © Feast
of Dolls ™ is u great gala-day for the girls.
They bring out ali their dolis and gor-
mously dressed images. which are quite
nusucrons in respectabie families.  The
images range from a few inches to a fout
in height. They are all arranged on
shelves, with many other beautiful toys,
and the girls present offerings of rice,
fruit. and “saki” wine, and mimic all
the routine of court life. The shops dis-
play large numbers of these images at this
special season: after the holidays they
suddeniy disappesr

1 onee bought a large baby doll at one
of the shops, to send home to my little
sister: the doll was dressed in the ordin-
ary way, having its head shaved in the
style of most Japanese babies. Tt was so
life-like. that when propped up en a chair
a person would easily suppose it to be a
live baby.

In going along 1 would often see a
group of children gathered around a street
story-teller, listening with widening eyes
and breathless attention to the ghost story
or startling romance which he was nar-
ratine. Many old folks also gathered
around, and the story-teller shouted and
stamped on his elevated platform, attract-
ing great attention, until just as the most
thrilling part of the story was reached. he
suddenly stopped and took up a collec
tion! He refused to go on unless th
number of pennies received was sufficient
to encourage the continnation of the thrill-
ing storv.

The boys delight in fishing, and will sit
for hours holding the line by the moats
1nd canale, waiting for a bite. T have seen
+ dozen people watch a single person fish,
vhen there wonld not be a bite onee in a
lialf-hour.

A CONSTANT SOXNG.
There were two birdies, so the folks say,
Who <at on a tree one bright autumn day;
And one was as thankless as thankles
could be.
The world might be fair, but what cared
het
\nd one looked np to the sky above,
\nd sang such a song of grateful love
That it thrilled the hearts of the passers-

\nd madv:- them. too, look up to the sky,
And thank the Giver of all good things—
For he who is grateful always sings.

Be a witness for Christ and the truth.

SIX TREASURES.
Little words in love expressed,
Little wrongs at ence confessed,
Little favors kindly done,
Little toils thou didst not shun,
Little graces meckly worn,
Little slights with patience born—
These are treasures that shall rise
Far beyond the smiling skies.
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NO DIFFERENCE.

Will ecame in from school in a half-
ashamed way, hiding his
under the coruer of his jacket. Mamma
beld out her hand, and Will reluctantly
gave it ap.

“ What! poor marks again this month?
Oh, Will. why don’t you study

“It makes no difference abont the
narks now. mother. There’s plenty of
time. 3v and by I'll show vou what 1
can do.”

-

difference!  Suppeose a mum in
to bnild a house thonght the foun-
lztion of ny eonsoquense. What would
vonu think of him? Den’t you know it's
‘ne foundation you are laying, my boy?
Your future success depends largely upon
vour knowledge of arithmetic and gram-
nar and—"

“Oh, yes, ma: | know it all. You'll be
proud of your bov vet; just wait and
w"’

With a rush and a whoop he was off for
the pantry, from which he soon emerged
with bulging pockets.

Mrs. Welles watched Lim fondly as he
ran down the street to join his friends;
but 1 think a little more care on his part

report-card |

! would have smoothed the wrinkles gather-

ing on her ferehead.
At the end of the school year Will
foand he was not to be promoted with
Lis elass.  Another year as senior in the
erammar school enabled him to “ squecze
through.” as he said, and with glowing
lans for the future he beeame a high-

school student.

“ Welles, yon must give more time to

~lvour Latin.” said the master one day,

“ vou haven’t had a fair recitation this
week.  You have good abilities. With
study there’s no reason why von shonldn’t
exeel. Haven't you any ambition ¥’

“ Why, yes, sir; but there are so many
things to attend o now, and I can’t see
that my standing here makes much differ-
ence. When T go to college I expect to
lead my class”

The master's reply was all unkeeded.
for dlﬂﬂd] will I”l("!ﬁd to dﬁnd, and
said, “ Yes, sir,” now and then, he was
really planning for the ball match of the
MOTTOW.

Four years of high-school, and Will
was admitted to college. T cannot say
that he was prepared for college, but he
was admitted.

“ Now vou'll see what I can do,” he
told his mother at parting. “I've been
foolish long enough. Now I shail begin
study in earnest.”

To his surprise he found that his record
was known at college. The best students
avoided or treated him indifferently.
“We always find out the previous stand-

ling of a new man,” some one told him.
| He set to work determined to win for
| himself a name, but aside from his poor
{record he found his former habits were
{like chains to bind him down. In vain
{he sighed for neglected opportunities.
! Near the close of the second year Mrs.
| Welles died, the property took to itself
%win_:.e. and Will found himself thrown on
| his own resources. e looked for employ-
‘ment in his native town. “We need a
inew  assistant.” said  the high-school
master. shaking his head: “1 wish vour
Greek and Latin had been more satis-
factors.”  Another friend spoke of a
position in the bank, but the old gram-
mar-s-hool teacher wonld not recommend
him as quick or ascurate in accounts.
| The minister spoke of him as honest.
| But we need trained minds as well as
| honest purposes in our offices,” said the
business men of the place. At last he
{ accepted a position as porter in a fur-
! niture shop. The work was hard, the pay
<mall, but it was employment.
| “Den’t tell me it makes no difference,”
(he often says to careless boys who are
| neglecting their studies.  “T tell you it
{ does make a vast difference.”

Evil associations are full of danger,
and ought to be utterly avoided.
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COUNTRY BOYS.

Up with the eariy songbirds,
Fresh for the busy day,
Drriving the eows to pasture,

Tossing the new-mown hay.

Hunting for eggs in the barnyard,
Riding the horse to mill,

Feeding the ducks and chickens,
Giving the pigs their swill.

Running of errands for mother,
Picking the early greens,

Hilling the corn and potatoes,
Shelling the peas and beans,

Going to school in winter,
Learving to read and spell.

Working at home in summer,
Gathering knowledgze as well

Growing to useful manhood,
Far from the noisy town,

One of these conntry lads may yet
Be first in the world’s renown.

LESSON NOTESs.
SECOND QUARTER.

WORDS AND WORKS OF JESUS AS RECORDED
IN THE GOSPFIS.

Lessox 1—Arnin 1.

THE TWO FOUNDATIONS.
Matthew 7. 15-24.  Memorize vs. 24, 25,
GOLDEN TEXT.

Be ye doers of the Word, and mnot
hearers only.—James 1. 22.

THE LESSON STORY.

If we would omly do all the things
Jesus tells us to do in his wonderful Ser-
mon on the Mount we would be good
Christians. It is exactly what he did
Iiimself, for he was full of love and charity
to all men, and even his bitt-rest enemies

1
house on the sands can be easily swept | white bonnet and sent the maid home
away. with her.
It is most important to build our lives “ 1 saw vou with Effie, dear
on Christ’s teachings and promises rry,” said M
QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNGEST fid wrong. and ' glad 3
1. To what is a Christian’s life likened €
To a tree. W M k she was the
2. What do trees produce? Frait. . . U derzarter
3. How shail we know a ( ti g2 Its always Ix to tell mamma
By the fruits, or character, of his life. '
t. What is hypoerisy ¢ Pretending to
Beic o e o A e A GOLDEN CHAIN
5. How does God judge? By the mo- O i Miss Alice had a
tives of the heart. golden ¢ or n of her scholara,
_— Fa g the chain was made of card-
Lessox 1L—Aren & wird covered with gilt paper and had
JESUS AND THE SABRBATH. the first word of a Ge i: n Text - “ i
Mat 13, 394 Mamesise vesees 7, 6. | =P *hun $he Gist werd mes “ " S
g there were two words given on the Jink.
GOLDEN TEXT. Wher re all " hev read llk‘
Yemember the Sabbath dav, to keep it this:
holy.—Exodus 20. 8. i Pt | et 0 m ( “ Tle band,”
THE LESSON STORY. “They.” “ Progper,” “Wa teh. ” “The
One way of knowing hypoerites is to ¢or=” = Wine,” ’R"" ber,” “ God,”
note how t ev watch other people to trv to |~ Whatsoever.” “ Unte | lesa.™
find them in a fault. That was the habit “ Now,” sail Miss Alice, “1 want
of the Pharisces. They loved to find fault fourteen sche \ think they know
with others, cspecially with Jesus himself. | the Golden Texts for this quarter, to
One Sabbath morning he and his diseiples  come vp here and fo v chain. Who

will try A great n
and from them the tea

hands went up,
hers chose fuur-
ook hold of a link in
t the word on his or
- children eould not
it came their turn to

hers whispered t0

went throngh a corn-ficld and because
they were hungry they picked and ate the
grain. This the Pharisees said wae a sin, ten.  Each schols
for they had made many hard and foolish the chain and looked
laws about the Sabbath. Jesus rebuked her lm.. Some of the
them by showing them it is a muech better read; but when

way to keep the Sabbath by beinz merci- recite, one of the
ful and helping others. They also blamed  them what the word w
him for healing a poor man with a help- I'wo little girls who
less hand. Jesus tried to explain to them
how if a sheep fell into a pit it would br
right to get it out on the Sabbath day, and
that a man was of more importance than
a sheep. So he declared it was fawful to
do good to others on the Sabbath day. Be- '
cause they were sueh sticklers about the Title lay’s plac

law this angered the Pharisces and they Ten scholars
talked over plans to destroy him. ]

had the first and
m micely, but the
wxt could get no
mit.” which he kept

wond verses n

Adiee, “ my chain is
and take this

I this link 7
cir hands, and
After that, all

y the word

QUESTIONS FOR TilE YOUNGEST.
1. Who were the Pharisees!?

who [-ﬂ‘!rnl]w] to be gntu‘

Thes

he tried to help. Of course he preached | o ‘What did they most care abmt: #5007 1. The
against the evils of his day. and de- | Keeping certain laws. thought it was fuy t she should miss
wounced those who did wrong. Two of | 3. Were thev right and kind at heart? the text which had onls three words

the great sins of his time were “greed ™ | N, . She went to her seat and another e

and “hypocriey.” Thesw worls mesn,| 4. What were they fond of dong? ber place. In chis way the chain was
first, a love of getting more than ne’s | Finding fanit with others fe

neighbor or of coveting what he has. and | 5. What did Jesus teach them? To I nevd places
the other word means pretending t5 be | merciful is hetter than to make saerifiee. r ! n more of
wood when seeretly one is not.  Hypo-risy | . 2O

i= a dreadful sin, for it is so false_
Christ likens people who know how to

be good and have heard the right wav

live to either the wisc or foolish man. If

he does the things he knows to be right he |

i= like the man whose house is on the rock.
Neither floods nor storms can make it fall.
His character is strong. But if he does
not do what he knows to be right h's char-
scter has no foundation, and like the

recn scholars

TELL MAMMA. = Gnan e B ;
T ‘ ran any ink that was
What vas the matter with little Molls v fo themn
the sunshine of the kindergarun? When the Iell rang the little golden chain

“ 1 want to run home and tell mamma  marels ints  the large Sunday-schol
I 'm sorry.,” she sobled. “1 can’t be . nl r i crses for the po

happy, beeause T ran away from her with tor and Then the pastor
Effie Gray while she was svtting rady to gave a lovely hook that
bring me to kindergarten™ in it for the next

So Miss Alice tied on Molly's little )ur

-'\"h
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DON'T BE BABYISH.

If you have a backache or a headache.
don’t often complain about it. If a lesson
is to be learned, a journey o be taken. or
a picce of work to be done, don’t grumble,
but do it bravely. “ Don’t you dread to
do itf” said one boy to another in our
hearing recently.  “If 1 have a duty to
perform, 1 go ahead and never stop 10
think about it,” was the reply.  The bov
or girl who cannot overcome obstacles does
not deserve success.  Easy pathways make
very weak persons usually.

TYRELL'S PIGEON.

Tyrell Moore thought the nicest thine
among all his Christmas presents was a
beautiful white carrier pigeon that his
Uncle Henry sent him, It had beea
tanght to carry letters around its neck.

The day after Christmas, Tyrell wert
over to his grandmother’s honse and took
his pizeon over with him.  Ile wrote a
not= s his mother and tied it around the
bird's neck, and away it flow toward
liome.

Exery day for a long time Tyrell yee!
1o take it out and send notes home. One
day he went over to see Grandmoth r
Moore, and after the pigeon had started
for home it began to rain. The wind blew
hard, and when Tyrell saw the lightning
he began 10 wish he had not sent the poo
bird.

As s0on as be got home the next day he
eried:

* Oh,
pigeon ?

mother,  mother, where's my
Didn’t it come
Mother shook her head. She was v Ty

sorry; but she told Tyrell that she
was afraid poor pigeon was lost.

In the afternoon Tyrell saw a bird
at the window; but his eyes wore go
red with erying that he eould not tell

bether it was his bird or not, until
he saw it had something ticd around
its neck.

“1I's mine,” he said. “ Ir's my
lost pigeon;” and he opened the win-
dow and it nestled on his arm.

It had been lost in the storm. and
it was all wet and tired: and Tyrell
says he will look at the sky before he
sends it out again.

JOYS, DO NOT SMOKE.

Some of you think it a grand thing
w0 have a pipe in your mouth ; you
think that wh-n you grow old you
will be quite a man if you can smoke.
1 wani to warn you not to start this
deed, for if you do you will be sad
by and by. T can hear some of you
say: “ My friends smoke, why should
not T do the same ¥’ Let me tell you.

First—Boys who smoke do not

grow well. T know you want to grow to |

be big, fine men; of course you would like

to have strong arms and big legs ; now, if |

you smoke, vour arms and legs will not
grow as strong as they will if you do not.

It may be you do not know that when
men smoke they take in the blood a juice

which has been known to kill a dog when |

a small lot has been put in the mouth. A
boy one day took an old pipe to make
soap halls: this juice was in the pipe: it
came in the boy’s mouth: in a short time
he died.

You see men spit on the ground ; what
is thrown on the ground is good to
help to change food to blood; and it
is good blood which makes good bones
and flesh. You want this, 8o do not
smoke. and then you will not throw
on the gronnd what is good to make
hlood.,

Second—TIf von smoke von will
spend much eash which von might
spend in hooks or give to the poor.
We langh when we read of the folks
n the East when they spend venee or
zold to buy gilt things to burn on
the graves of their friends. We sav
“ How sad. and what a waste of good
zold!”  Well, now, is it not just as
much waste when we spend pence
and 2old in a thing which is soom
smoke, and that is all?

T read onee of tweo boys who had
ien cents each week to spend; one
bought books, and his friend bought
smoke, or what was soon smoke when
he put it in his pipe and lit it.

The last one went to see his friend
on> day. and saw hiz shelves lined
with good books. “ Where did you

get all those books from? [ have no cash
to buy books.”

* No, you buy smoke and | buy books;
now, which is the Letter ¢’

** 1 think you are right, and 1 have been
a fool; 1 will not buy smoke any more; I
will buy good books.™

Third—Boys who smoke may wish to
drink.

I knew you do not want to drink beer
or wine or gin. I know you want to take
all care to keep your pledge not to drink.
Be sure of this: if you smoke you will
find it more hard to keep your pledge than

| if you do not.

You can soon sce how this may be. If

| you smoke, your friends who do the same
will ask You to go to those rooms where
smoke and drink go hand in hand. If you
say you do not smoke or drink, you will
not be asked to go at all.

| Some mer find they must drink when

| they smoke; they feel that smoke and
drink are friends, and they do not want to

'part them. You have said that you will
not drink, and 1 think you will be a wise

| boy if you make up your mind not to

: smoke,

There are men who will tell you they
wish they did not smoke; they wi
could give it up, but they find they are so
| used to it they must keep on. Now, you

do not want to be a slave to smoke, so do
| not put your first pipe in your mouth, and
| you will be glad when You are oid.

| Let the little hands that are ready to take
| The things that our Father so freely
has given
Be ever ready to do a kind deed,
Till love to each other makes eart’, seem
like heaven.




