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OF THE LOWER PROViNCES.

iTHE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

JULY,

is7v.

NOTICE.

¢ The Reports published in this number of
- the Record are printed as prepared or the
i"§ynod by the Boards and Committees of
i Synod.  The action taken by Synud with
.. zegard to these Reports will be recorded in
 our next issue.

: PGt
* REPORT OF THE BOARD OF

< FOREIGN MISSIONS,
1871.72.

Immediately after the close of Synod the
; Board considered carefully the questious,
 How many missionaries are we prepared
* tosend forth this year? and who should
t ey be 2 and soon arrived at & decision to
:-gend two, and that these should be Rev. J.
7 D. Murray, lately of Antigonish, and Mr.
.13 W. McKenzie. Mr. Murray had already
» inanticipation of going forth, been separated
* *'from his charge, and the Picton Presbytery,
iatthe Board’s request, immediately took
7 M. McKenzie on trials for Ordination ; and
i these proving satisfactory, he was duly
_ordained and designated. ” To Mr. Joseph
:Annand time was given to complete his
“Theological studies, and Mr. Thomas
" Christic wns encouraged to prosecute
s Hedieal studies, as well as to attend Divinity
“Classes, in preparation for medical gradua-
s4on and employuient in mission work.
THE GUTGOING BISSIONARIES.

« The Board further decided at an early
speniod that Messrs, Marray and McKenzie
i thould not be required to visit the churches,
ias-the demands on their tinie would: be
sgeat, should they as the Board wished,
¢Place themselves under the direction of some
:dedical Practitioner and engage in gaining
“practical acquaintance with the compound-
tbg of drugs _and the use of the more
ommon medicines. The two brethren
‘weordingly spent the summer or rather

what remained of it in llalifax, and under
direction of Dr. Gordon, nnd in connection
with the Dispensary and a drug store,
gained as much useful information as the
time would admit of.

After careful enquiry, the Board decided
in compliance with their own wishes, that
they should go by Great Britain, and thence
by sailing vessel or steamer, as they might
deem most eligible, to Melbourne. ~ It was
agreed between this Board and the Board
of the Synod of the Maritime Provinces to
hold a series of union farewell meetings,
during the last iwo weeks of their stay
among us, and these were held in St. John,
Moncton, Charlottetown, Pictou, New
Glasgow, Truro and Halifax. It was not
found convenient for Mr. Rohertson to go
to St. John or Charlottetown, but the
meetings were all carried out, and were well
attended. Irom the meeting in Pictou to
the last in Halifax, the threc Brethren with
their wives were all present; the meetings
were effective demonstrations in favor of
missions ; prayers were solemn and earnest,
speeches impressive, and good effects seemed
to manitest themselves in various dircetions.
The people scemed united and heurty, and
their gifts and greetings to the missionaries
and their wives, as well as the mission goods
which they sent in, gave our departing
fricnds abundant evidence that the hearts of
our people were with them, and that their
prayers would follow them.

Having sailed from Halifax on the 24th
October they had & good voyage to Liver-
pool, where they received a cordial welcome
from Rev. Dr. Graham, and kinduness from
the Agents of the Messrs. Allan, who took
charge of their boxes of goods during their
stay in Britain, so that from the wharf in
Halifax till shipped for Australia the boxes
of the three missionarics, probably 50 in

-number passed entirely free of charge.

NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

The information which the Board has to
lay before the Church respecting missionery
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effort and progress during the past year is
limited, partly because the agents of this
Church in the mission have been reduced to
a minimum for we have been brought back
numerically to where we were 20 years ago,
but chiefly because the slave traflic, to be
subsequently referred to, has actually
arrested grogrcss and in some cases all but
paralyzed the hands of the missionaries.

To mention one or two general features.
it may be noted that the Mission Council
held their annual Conference meeting at
Aniwa, all being present except Rev.
Messra. Cosh and  Goodwill, (Mr. Gordon
t00, was not present having on the previous
year retired from the Conference), and
adopted the following Minute, “ The Re-

orts from the different Stations being given
in and found on the whole of an encouraging
character, the meeting expresses its
gratitude to God for the state and prospects
of the mission and exhorts all the members
to continued diligence in labour, and in-
creased earnestness in prayer for the Divine
blessing to rest upon Sneir 1abours.”

Six teachers with their wives from Raro-
tonga and two from Niwe or Savage Island
had been procured by Dr. Geddie, brought
in the Dayspring and settled at points where
their services were thought to%e specially
required, on Aniwa to aid Mr. Paton, on
Futuna to assist Mr. Copeland, on both
sides of Havannah Harbour in Efate and
in Nguna to assist Mr. Milne.

Dr. Geddie’s latest statement respecting
the Aneiteumese is that “the state of re-
ligion is on the whole encouraging. Among
8 large proportion of the young people there
has been of late a more than usual attention
to religion.” .

Respecting several of the other islands
we have distinct reports from Dr. Geddie
and Mr. Inglis¥ who made separate visits
to them in the Dayspring, Mr. Inglis before
the Mission Conference and Dr. Geddie
some time afterward. Theformerseys, *“ It
is three years since 1 was round the
mission, and I felt very much gratified and
cheered by what I saw during this voyage.
Ihave atthis time seen ten out of our

twelve stations that are or have been oc--

cupied by missionaries, and everywhere
there is o steady healthtul progress, a great
advance on whatI saw three years ago.
Our Brethren are alllabouring with earnest
unremitting diligence, and grappling with
formidable “difficulties in the spirit of men
who have resolved to conquer them.”

By both of these Brethren we have re-
ported in Futuna under the labours of Mr.
and Mrs. Copeland a marked change in the
external appearance of the people, the
wearing of clothing and similar inagcations

% Mr. Copeland’s Report had not been ac-
cepted when this was written.

of missionary influence. In Tana, mission
work is not enly tolerated but gradually
extending among the people, through the
ersevering labours of Messis. Neilson and
att. At Aniwa Mr. Paton hasunderhis
charge 30 church members, and the people
of that isle are professedly Christian rather
than heathen. On Efate, both Pango and
Erakor are vacant, one by the removal of
Mr. Cosh, and the other t= the death of Mr,
Morrison, and yet their peoi:]e meet and
read, and pray and exhort. They received
during the year the Gospel by Johnin their
own tongue, and the Elders applied for a
missionary to come and dispense among
them the Lord’s Supper. Mr. Inglis says
of the people of Epang that they scem a
different race of people from what they were
when visited by him seven years ago, and
an Aneiteum teacher after spending some
time at these stations bears this honourable
testimony to their credit. * The people here
are all strong in their hearts and all attend
church every Sabbath, the second service as
well as the first. 'When the young men of
Aneiteum go away in vessels and then come
back they are unwilling to attend church
and school, but it is quite different here.
Some of them came back the other weck,
but they all come to church and school and
the houseis full. The three elders we
striving to conduct worship in the church
and everything is going on well.” Receiving
this statement with some abatement it stilt
appears that if they are not more honoralle
than their brethren, they are-at least joint
participants in that higher life which, re-
plenished from a Divine fountain, makes
them green and fraitful even in a time of

drought.

KIDNAPPING.;

Mr. and Mrs. Milne at Nguna, and Mr.
and Mrs. Goodwill at Santo, have been
called to contend not only with heathenism
but with hostility which the missionaries
regard as more to be dreaded and more to
be deplored than the opposition of savages.
We refer of course to the proceedings of
men bearing the Christian name, but who
are engaged in a business which places them
in opposttion to truth, justice, the rights of
man and the commands of God.

This business is spokén of by its con-
ductors as a traffic in labour, but by those
who call things by their tyue name, it ¥
called kidnapping and slave trade. From
nesyly all the islands there comes a cry of
blood and vengeance! The lives and lther-

- ties of natives have been wantonly sacrificed

first, and the lives of traders have paid the
penalty next, and very largely during the

ast year sailors, traders, matesand captsins
Eave fallen by clubs, or poisoned arrows, and
while some were guilty, others were inno-
cent-and suffered under the influence of 8
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blind revenge
decessors. i‘innlly the last and worst of a
series of horrors was reached when the
devoted, the heroic Bishop Patteson, with
Rev. Mr, Aitkin, his assistgut and a native
teacher fell in one day, the victims of re-
venge and of & devilish traftic, which though
faithfully exposed and denounced by the
missionaries of all the churches had been
defended and protected by{men in high
places under the controlling influence of
mamnon.

This kidnapping business with its terrible
results, and the means adopted for its re-
pression, constitutes the prominent feature
of the mission during the year past. It
was the great subject of deliberation at the
Mission Council.  ¥or years the brethren
had struggled to awaken the indignation of
Christendom against its atrocities, and
to secure the effective intervention of
British power, but with very partial success.
At last meeting they invoked the im-
mediste aid of all the churches interested,
in calling on the British Parliament for the
repression of the trafic.  'Whether their
appeals would have succeeded had nothing
occurred beyond an increased amount of
violence and murder it is impossible tosay ;
but the violent death of a man so widely
known, so high in rank and social position,
s0 blameless 1n demeanour, and so heroic
and devoted in his life and public labours,
as the martyred Bishop of Melunesia
electrified the public, and aroused the
naion, s0 that the petitions forwarded to
Government and Parliament have met with
prompt attention and a careful considera-
tion. This Board earried out the instrue-
tions of Synod by sending a petition to the
‘oot of the Throne which Her Majesty has
graciously acknowledged, and 2 memorial
to the Earl of Mulgrave, Governor of
Queensland. The Board went further and
forwarded petitions on the same subject to
toth Houses of Parliament, which have
teen duly presented.

BRITISH PARLIAMENT.

The Bill submitted and now under con-
sideration of Parliament is for the prevention
and punishment of criminal outrages on
the natives ot Polynesia ; and empowers
Colonial Courts to try and punish British

: ‘n)»jects for kidnapping, an(P to issue com-
missions for the examination of witnesses;
- wthorizes the Commanders of Her Majesty’s
hips to obtain the attendance of native
. witnesses and to remunerate them ; anthor-
ies the seizure of suspected vessels; and
British Vice Admirality Courts ave to have
full power to try.them on such charges, and
whenproved to condemn vessel.and ¢argo
- s forfeited to Her Majesty.

Most important suggestions fur the im-

provement of the Bill have been made to

for the crimes of their pre- }

|

Lord Kimberlcy by the Foreign Mission
Committee of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of Scotland, such as the appoint-
meut of & Public Prosecutor, the more
thoroughly to carry out the Act, the render-
ing null and void of all agreements between
the natives and traders unless it can be
shewn that the terms of contract were
understood by the natives, and requiring on
islands occupied by missionaries the signa-
ture of the missionary as & guarantee that
the contract had been sufficiently explained
to, and comprehended by the natives.
Should the Bill pass with these amendments
the great aim of the missionaries would be
sccured, the depredations of lawless rmen
checked, and the greatest hindrance to
Polynesian missions abated if not removed.
And, should these happy results be realized
to no body of men will such gratitude be due
for the change from the friends of religion
and humanity, as to the New Hebridean
missionaries who bave contended nobly and
at great sacrifices for the poor defenceless
islauders against unscrupulous and power-
ful adversaries.

OUR RESPONSIBILITY.

Tho responsibility of sending the Gospel
to the whole population of the Ngw
Hebrides rests chiefly on the Presbyterian
churches engaged in evangelizing the group.
The London Missionary Society it was ex-
peeted would take partin the work by oc-
cupying some of the unorthren islands, but
the Agents of that Society have been
directed to occupy New Guinea, which will
engross all their spare force, and accordingly
earnest appeals from seme of the islands of:
the New Hebrides for help have been trans—
mitted by them to our missionaries. We-
rejoice in the fact that they will have four
new men, three from these Provinces and
one from Victoria, by the Dayspring, and
pray that they may have opened before them-
a wide door and effectual, and may all be
strengthened to enter and to oceupy.

The Board feel thankful in being in a
position te report to Synod that Mr. Joseph
Annand having completed his Theological»
studies, and baving been licensed by the
Presbytery of Halifax met the Board, and
expressed his continued desire to be en-
gaged in the work of Foreign Missions, and
his readiness to proceed to the New Hebrides
at whatever timo the Board choose to ap-
point. His services were accepted with
perfect unanimity, and it was decided that
}le should be sent o as to be in Australia
to meet the Dayspring carly next yuar,
Mr. Annand had a short time given him.

to renew his medical studies, with notice

that he would be expeated.to spend some -
months in visiting the: churches, com-

menciog soon after the meeting:of Synod ;:
and in the meantime the Presbytery of’



172

‘The 31:)\01113 and Foretgn Wecord,

July

Lunenburg and Yarmouth within the
bounds of which he was for a time to
reside, was requested to take him on trials.
for ordination,

THE DAYSBPRING.

The eighth Annual Report of the Day-
spring has been issued, furnishing  the
following stateinent which the Board would
submit not only to Synod, but to the
Juvenile members of the Church of the
Lower Provinces, to whom they would
agzain express thanks for their prompt and
whole hearted liberality in furnishing all
the mouey which they required and more
than they asked.

ANNUAL REFPORT.

“ After visiting several other places in
Victoria, the Duyspring left Portlond, April
22nd, 1871, with the following passengers :
Dr. Geddie, Mrs, Paton and three children,
and Mvrs. Fraser, three children and a white
servant. She reached the New Hebrides
May 17th. During the season she made
several trips among the islands. In the
first she Ianded stores and mails at all the
mission stations, and took Mr and Mrs.
Goodwill from Auneityum, where they had
been during the summer, to their station on
Santo.  On her way south she settled in the
vicinity of Fate some of the Eastern
teachers, brought to the group in the end of
1870. That done, beginning at Nguna,
she took up the missionaries on her way
south for the annual meeting, and landed
them at Aniwa on the 1st guly. In the
second trip, beginning July 11th, she first
.of all returned the missionaries to their
stations, calling at Tanna, Futuna, Anei-
tyum, Loyalty Islands (to send away a
mail), and Nguna. After that she visited
Havannah Harbour, Fate and Eromanga,
and returned to Aniwa August 20th. The
following day her third trip began, in
which she took a number of Aniwans to
Fatuna, and a number of Futunese over to
Aniwa for a friendly visit. Having taken
them back to their vespective islands she
went to Tanna, to enable the missionaries
there to visit some parts of that island.
That done, she took a party of Tannese
and some Anecityum teachers across to
Aneityum. After a few days she took them
home, and returned to Aneityum Sep:. 23rd.
After lying in harbour for repairs she
started on her fourth and last trip, October
25th, called at all the islands occupied by
missionaries and teachers, and took to the
several islands the annual supplics for the
teachers. On her way south she took up
the letters and orders of the missionaries,
her passengers, and the arrowroot prepared
by the natives to pay for the printing cf the
Scriptures: Taking her -departure from

Port Resolution, Tanng, on the 14th of,

Dceember, she arrived in Melbourne, Jan,
4th,1872,”

HEX GREAT USE.

“We must again mention here what has
often been stated in these annual reports,
viz.—that the Dayspring is indispensable
to the comfortable and successtul prosecn.
tion of the mission work on the group. To
some of the islands she is of far more ser-
vice than to others. Somec of the wission.
aries might get along after n sort hy meang
of the cceasional visits of trading vessels,
but there is no island and no department
of the work that would not suffer materially
were she withdrawn. On some the work
would have to be abandoned. The last
cannot be regarded as her busiest year, as
she did not during the sailing season either
visit any of the Australinn _colonies, or the
Eastern Islands, or New Caledunia. Her
services were not required at the Loyalty
Islunds, and she settled no new missionary,
and visited no new island. Still the sum-
mury shows that she was not idle, always
in harbour and always in ballast. Irom
the colonies she brought down passengers
and stores of every kind for fourteen
months’ use for nine families, suy between
thirty and forty persons, with letters, papers,
and books, supplies of clothing, barter, and
food for the native teachers; and mission-
boxes, books, and other requisites for the
work among the natives, When she had
landed her passengers and cargo her work
was not done; passengers and cargo,
European and native, were going to and
fro every month. She brought the mis-
sionaries together for the annual meeting,
and when their deliberations werc over she
wasy ready to take them on board and return
thence to their stations. She enabled the
most of the members of the mission to have
a little change from the mounotony of island
life to visit one another for a time, and some
to take a trip for the benefit of their heaith,
She carried the inter-island letters, and took
a muil to the Loyalty Islands, whence it
could be forwarded to Sydney. Shecarried
cattle, pigs, goats, and fowls toislands where
these were wanted, a3 also yams and beans
to islands where native food is scarce. She
took house-building materials, workmen to
assist the missionary in their erection, and
servants for some of the mission families.
For a short. time she afforded shelter tos
snipwrecked crew. She settled some native
teachers, took home others after a period of
service, and enabled others to take 2 holiday
and visit their relations, She carried 8
great many natives from their own isiands
to some other, and returned them with the
Lope that the gospel would be regarded
more favourably by them. And when she
left at the close of the year, she twok away
the letters and orders of the missionaries;
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the contributions of the natives for the
Friming of the Scriptures, and passengers
caving for health or to superintend the
ress.

What ships from other countries are;
what steamers and coasters are; what rail-
ways, canals, and roads are; what cabs and
Cobb’s coaches are; what drays and horses
are; what post-oftices, postmen, and tele-
graphs are, to you in Australia, New
Zesland, Great Britain, ann Nova Scotia—
all these the Dayspring is to us, the mission-
aries and teachers in the New Hebrides.
Were all these means of communication to
be withdrawn suddenly, what would you
do? Your respective countries would be
brought to puin in a day; such a state of
things you could not tolerate; indignation
meetings would be held everywhere. I hope

ou will never suppose that it matters little

to us should you cease to support the Day-
spring. Let all who contributed to the
building fund, though many of them have
grown to be men and women, remember
their own vessel still; let them train their
children to maintain what they initiated;
let all the youth occupying the various
Sunday-schools interested in the mission,
and all who desire the evangelisation of the
heathen, take the vessel into their affec-
tionate support.”

REPAIRS.

The Dayspring has been afloat for more
than cight years, and though she has not,
during all that time, met with any serious
accident nor sustained any severe damage,
yet as might be expected, it was found on
examination that she required a thorough
wpaiv and outfit, Had she been sold as
was proposcd, kidnappers would probably
have gained posscssion of her, only to trade
upon her reputation, and hence it was de-
termined to repair. Had she been sent to
Scotland for this purpose as was also pro-
posed, another would have had to be
chartered for the season, and so it was
determined to go on with the repairs at
Melbourne during the first months of 1872.
These have been effected and the Dayspring
hes doubtless sailed and may be regarded
as re-established and for several years as
good as new.

To meet the anticipated expenditure Rev.
D. McDonald, of Melbourne, promptly and
earnestly appealed o the children of the
different churches by whom she is owned,
to provide a double “contribution for 1872,
and to do so quickly. The request has
been nobly responded. to all rovad, and
sowhere more Tiberally than by the youth
of our own church.  In the December No.
of the Record Mr. McDonald’s appeal was
published, the whole sum required was re-
nmitted in February, in partit is true by
anticipation, but now the balance in hand

is greater than it.cver was on any previous
year.
CHIANGE OF CAPTAIN.

Another event in the Dayspring’s history
for 1872 is the Joss of one captain and the
gaining of another. Captain Yraser who
watched over the vessel during her equip-
ment for sea, and who has commanded her
during oll these years retires, and it is due
to him, says the Editor of the Christian
Review, to say that no commander could
care for a vessel more than Ceptain Fraser
cared for the Dayspatng. A life has nét
been lost nor has a spar gone overboard,
since the day she was launched, and it is
well earned gratification to Captain Fraser
to feel that after sailing his vessel over very
dangerous seas during the whole period of
her first classification she is still in as sound
a condition as she well could be in the
circumstances.

Itis well known thatour vessel could
attend to the wants of a larger misrion
band than that which occupies the New
Hebrides, to twcnt{ as well as to ten. For
the present number however she is im-
dispensuble, for any increase she is ready,
and for her safety and usefulness we may
well cherish profound gratitude.

The Board have some expectation that
Captain Fraser may arrive before or during
the meeting of Synod. They would close
this narrative by expressing their earnest
wish for his safe arrival among us with his
family ; and that his successor may prove
himself worthy of the important and
honorable post to which he has bheen.
appointed.

TRINIDAD MISSION.

After a statement of facts given i the-
Report of last year the Board appended
these general remarks. “To all then'it
must be evident that our Trinidad mission
presents this year many phases of interest
and many signs of life. It has been
strengthened and our two missionaries are
mutual supports.”

The events of another year fully bear out
these statements, the evidences of vitality
have increased and interest in the mission
has deepened in Trinidad ana in the Lower-
Provinces. Our missionaries have wrought
togethe. not only in the same work but
locally, to a much greater extent than was
anticipated or arranged, and God has
blessed the work of their hands and the
counsels of their hearts.

One year ago Mrs. Morton in sickness
was removed to San Fernando, and her
return to Iere was considered by medical
advisers, very unadvisable. This rendered
Mr. Morton’s residence in: that city for a
season at least upavoidable. Notwithstand- -
ing his vemoval Mr. Morton: continued his -
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saperintendence over the different Stations
and Estates which heformerly and regularly
visited. Mr. Grant also continued his work
ag formerly, but the two brethren had better
opportunities for mutual consultation and
joint action in their work than previously.
The result was an invitation addressed to
Mr. Morton by Mr. Grant atter much
thought and prayer that, provided the Buard
should approve, Mr. Morton should continue
to reside . San Fernando, and that this
town to a greater extent should become a
centre from which mission work might be
prosecuted among the Coelics to greater ad-
vantage. The propesal cemmended itself
to the judgment of Mr. Morton, whe had
always regarded San Fernando as the
proper Head Quarters for mission work n
that part of the islind, Without hewever
deciding anything the brethren referred the
matter to the Board for advice. The Board
fecling that they had not suffieient local in-
formation to decide the question, and being
desirous of farther light and of marking
the leadings of Providence, sanctioned the
arrangemnent as & temporary measure, leav-
ing & final decision to be made at somesi
future time. The following resolution was
transmitted te the missionaries: ‘¢ Afier
consideration the Board agreed te the pro-
posed arrangement as a temperary measure,
Aut required farther information befure de-

ecciding on any permanens change in the
Jocation of the nissionaries.” With this
.answer both the missionaries were perfectly
~tatistied, and with the help of God have
wrounght together during the year with what
mwesults will now be briefly shewn. As all
the énformation furnished respecting the
year’s work, has been fully published either
dnletters or in the Annual Reports. All
that we aim at is the presentation of a con-
«densed sammary.

I, EDTCATION.
A .most important work in the instraction
«of youth has been going on during the past
year mnder direction and superintendence
of the missionarics. Seven schools for ths
Instruction of young Coolies and Creoles
have been in operation, of which six have
commenced since the beginning of 1871,
Two hundred and seventy Coolie children
and sixty-one Creoles have attended these,
in all 331, with an average daily attendance
of 131 Coolies and 28 Creoles, in all 159,
The oldest of these schools is the mission
school a¢ Iere, the largest is the public
school at San Fernando with its 120
scholars.envolled, its staff of teachers, snd
its government suppost and superintendence.
It owes its existence however to our mission,
and by educating the young Cooliesis doing
an important work alike for the State and
for the Mission. The other schools are
chiefly supported by the Proprietors of

Egta.tcs, who ﬁlacc them under control of the
missionaries by whon they are superin-

1 tended.

The schools of 8an Fernando, Marabella,
Union and Picton, have been chivfly at-
tended to by Mr. Grant; while those of
lere, Esperanza and Palmyra have had
chiefly it not exclusively the attention of
Mr. Morton.

In these schools the first fraits of the
mission are being employed and made
useful. Soodeen and Thomas W. Cockey,

" Joseph Amajee, are teachiers in schoolsunder

Mr. Morton’s_charge, and Aziz Ahmud
and Thomas Vishau in those under Mr,
Grant's inspection.

II. PreEAcuiNG Tur GOSPEL,

Though the time and attention of our
missionarics have been occupied, and
especially of Mr. Grant, with the manage.
ment. of schools, yet they are not mere
teachers. Mr. Morton, being able to ad-
dress the Coolies in their own tongue, has
been enabled to preach Christ during eve
Sabbath of the year, and several times on
ench Sabbath, ~ At Yere he condacts an
English and Coolie service. The Lothians,
Palinyra and Malgretoute have a scrvice
on an average once a fortnight; while the
San Fernando school often receives atten-
tion on the afternovn of the Lord’s day.
It will thus be seen that no minister in the
Synod has & busier Salbath than M.
Morten.

Mr. Grant also preaches by the aid of
Azid Ahmud as Interpreter, and in reading
the Scriptures in Hindustuni gives brief
explanations without an interpreter, in
whieh he finds increasing famibarity. I
may be added that during the past yuar the
two brethren have supplied the pulpit of
the U. P. Congregation in San Fernando,

For what they have both been enabled to
do the whole church should feel profoundiy
thankful,

III. Coxvernts.

Last Report contained an account of the
convesion of Aziz Ahmud, and of the re-
ception of himself and Thomas W. Cockey
as members of the Church.  The following
additions have been made during the year,
Joseph Amajee, Benjamin Balaran, John
Kaoyapa, Margaret I'. Kanyapa, and ——
Kantoo; who have all been publicly bap-
tized, and seem to have retained their stand-
ing in grace. Truly this is the Y.ord's
doing and wonderful in our eyes.

IV. Crurcr BoiLpixe.

Had an cnthusiastic member of Synod
lest year stated his conviction that before
we again assembled a church for Coolies to
be occupied by our missiunaries, should be
finished and openéd, ‘he ‘wohld have been
certainly regarded as a fanatic or a false
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prophet. To the missionaries themselves
shis at first appeared visionary, but the
vision has become a reality. The building
bas been crected 50 feet long by 25 wide,
with post 16 feet high, with gallery 10 feet
in height and 10 feet in breadth on either
side running the full length of the building,
and making it in breadth practicall y 45 feet,
ornamented toward the street, and occupying
a central and public position.  That sucha
building should have been erected and paid
for with the exception of $400 or $500,
without drawing a' cent from the funds of
the Board is & memorable fact, and un-
questionably marks an epoch in the history
of the mission.  Full statements respecting:
the inception, prosccution =nd completion
of the work have been so recently published
that farther details in this report are con-
sidered unnecesary.

V. LiBeraLITY AND SELF-SUPPORT.

The whole expense of the building may
be stated at $2100, of which about one-
fourth has been coutributed by the Coolies
themsclves, one-fourth by = fricnds  in
Trinidad, and one-fourth by friends in the
Lower Pr vinces, leaving one fourth yet to
be provided for. Of course this stutement
is too general for strict accuracy, but the
facts thus bronght out are striking. The
good will shewn by the contributors uf sums
from 81 to $30 from personsin San Fer-
nando, in Naparimas, Couva and Port of
Spain, is exceedingly gratifying, the liber-
ality of Mr. Grantin handing over the fruit
of his labours in supnlving the church in
San Fernando most cxemplary, but most
surprizing is the fact that the Coolies them-
selves have paid over the fourth of the fuil
cost of the site and building.

In the Iere school and church accounts
we have also a similar display of liberahty.
The upholdance of the school for the year
cost 8188, about one-third provided by St.
John’s Church Halifax Juvenile Missionary
Association. another third by Gregor
Tarnbiill, Esq., Glasgow, H.B. Darling,
of the Lothians, Messrs. Liddle of Port of
Spain, and a friend ; the remainder by Mr.
Morton in part from his own salary, and
chiefly by donation of remuneration from
San_Fernando U. P. Congregation for
services during the year. There were also
$63 incidental expenses in connetion with
Iere church which were met by the Coolies
and Creoles in attendance. It will thus be
seen that we are receiving valuable aid from
Christian friends <in Trinidad, that the
missionaries are setting an example of
likerality, and  that & spirit of seif-reliance
and support is being developed among those
for whose special ﬁcneﬁt the mission has
been instituted.

The enquiry may be suggested by these
facts, has anything similar been developed

among the Anciteumese, and in reply it
may be said that although they have not
auything like the same opportunitics of en-
graging in remunerative Inbour, and there-
fore cannot furnish contributions in donars,
yet the principle and duty of sclf:support
have not been overlooked. They have
huilt large churches on both parts of the
istand, they have provided their school
houses, and in part at least supported their
teachers, they Aave provided nutive mission-
arics in larger proportions than we have
yet done, and they have by contributions
chiefly in oil paid for the publication of
varions portions of the Scriptures, including
the whole New Testament and the Book of
Psalms, {a small sum excepted which was
sent from the Lower Provinces), and Dr.
Geddie will report ere long respecting the
feasibility of their providing in future part
of the support of the missionary who may
be located as his suceessor at Anclicauhat.

OUR DUTY.

Our story is told. Our narrative is be-
fore the church. Our missivnaries are
among the heathen. They are lubouring
in faith and hope and not without en-
courngement. It remains that westrengthen
their hands by our counscls, our pecuniary
snpport, and by our prayers for the Spirit
of God. It remains, too, thatwe prosccute
the work with no slack hand, and in-no
coward spirit.  Our funds have been less
flourishing of late, not indecd that less was
given, hut that our missions have expanded
and therefore more was required, bt we are

er<uaded that thie depressivn is temporary.

n some portions of the church there is a
manifest rise in the scale of liberality. Only
let this become general, only let a sense of
personal responstbility for the spread of the
Gospel and of obligation to Christ pervade
the body of the people, and all the funds re-
quired. not only for the support of the mis-
sion on its present scale, but for its steady
enlargement will be forthcoming. We
have but to go forward responsive to the
Divine command, and in o spirit of faith in
our Heavenly Guide and Guardian, and He
will mmake our way prosperous and give us
good success; “ Have not I commanded
thee? Be strong and of good conrage; be
not afraid neither be thou dismayed ; for the
Lord thy God is with thee wheresoever thou
goest.”

By authority of the Board,
P. G. McGREGOR, Secretary.

New Glasgow, May Tth, 1872.
.__‘—wa——— .
The Synod of the Church of S}otland in,

Canada met at Kingston on the 6th June. .
Rev. J. Hogg was elected Moderator.
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REPORT OF THE BOARD OF
HOME MISSION, 1871-72.

John Angell James of England said, a
little before his death : * If American Chris-
tinns see their daty aright, they will, for
some years to come, give their main strength
to the cause of Home Missions.” If that
eminent and devoted servant of God read
correctly the signs of the times, snd saw
correctly the great duty of the American
Churches, the department of missionary
work, under charge of this Board, is not
inferior to any other in intrinsic magnitude
and importance. Itclaims the prayers and
support of our whole people, It claims the
fostering care and watchful superintendence
of the Synod.

REVIEW,

The close of another ecclesiastical year
calls for a review of our position and pro-
gress. Atone time, in truth, the Bourd
thought that they must neceds report the
very opposite of progress, but now, by the
good hand of our God upon us, we fecl that
we can mcet the Synod with a statement
which will show cause for gratitude to tht
Head of the church in sending labourers
into the ficld, and for increased fuith and
activity ih prosccuting farther the work of
Home Evangelization.

A year ago we had, besides owr Galic
Catechists, to whom reference will subse-
quently be made, fourteen Homg Mission-
aries, including ordained Ministers, Proba-
bationers, and Theological Students, acting
as Catechists or unlicensed Ivangelists:
but this number was soon reduced by the
call and_settlement of Messrs. Stirling, E.
Smith, Carr end A, McKay, and yet again
of Messts Nelson, Grant, and K. McKay,
by which changes Scotsburn, Middie
Stewiacke, Alberton, Middle River in Cape
Breton, Baillie, Lake Ainslic in Cape Bre-
ton, and Rich:zond, N. B., attained settled
Pastors.

Our labourers were still tarther reduced
in number by the return of the Theo-
logical Students to prosecute their studies,
and by Mr. J. Allan’s return to Edin-
burgh: and for a time, we were reduced
to a minimun of four active Agents, so
that, for a short time, no Presbytery, how-
ever great the urgency of its demands,
could have more than a single agent, and
the majority of Presbyteries had none at all.

With feclings of gratitude and joy we re-
cord the gradual change from four to not
less than cighteen agents, all told. ¥rom
abroad we received two ministers in the
fall of last yewr—Mr. David Drummond
from the Colonial Commitié of the Free
Chureh of Scotland, and Rev. John A. F.
Sutherland from New Zealand, known to
most members of Synod, as formerly one
of our own ministers; and these brethren,

cordially welcomed, entered at once on the
work, and have_ continued giving good
service ever since. Moro lately, Rev. Mr.
Allan of the Presbytery of Massachusetrs,
and Rev. D. W. Cameron of the Presby-
terinn Church of the United States and
formerly of Wost St. Peters, and Mt
Stewart, have given us aid, but whether to
co]minue long in this field we cannot yet
tell.

The Spring season brought us, not only
the two brethren last named, but quite a
reinforcement of Probationers from various
quarters. Mr. John Allan returned trom
Iidinburgh and accepted appointments.
Messrs. Thompson, Meck and Leishman,
from our own Theological Hall, were
licensed and sent to different Presbyteries.
Messrs. Simpson, McNeill and Rosborough
have returned with License from Princeton
and are also at work. Besides these, we
have five Theological Students from Prince-
ton and New York Theological Seminaries,
engaged in our home ficld. ‘Two of these,
Mr. Gillis and Mr. Richards, are natives of
our own Provinces: the other three, Mr.
Pollock from Princeton, and Messrs. Iale,
and Gerhard from New York, are Ameri-
can Students, who have responded to an
invitation from the Board to come down
and take part with us in doing the Lord’s
work in the Lower Provinces. ‘Lhat many
members of Syuwod would prefer Proba-
tioners we know, but being unable to ob-
obtain thetn, we felt constrained to send a
cordial invitation to these earnest young
men, to come as they were to our help ; and
while we are persuaded that they will
prove a valuable accession for the snmmer,
we believe that, having seen our need, and
made acquaintance with our ministers and
people, some proportion of them will return
and-cast in their lot with us.

Let us now look at the year’s work in its

‘bearing on different portions of the church.

CAPE BRETON.

Last year we were able to report to
Oynod that two Gslic Missionaries, Rev.
Adam McKay from Ontario and Mr. Alex.
Grant from Scotland, were supplying
vacant congregations in the Presbytery of
Victoria and Richmond. Both of these
brethren, as already noticed, accepted calls,
and are now Pastors of laree congregations
with good prospects of uscfilness and of
support.

Having alrcady referred to the arrival of
Mr. Drummond, the gratifying fact ve-
mains to be added, that he can preach in
the Gelic language, and he has been en-
gaged ever since his arrival in supplying
vacant congregations in both the Presby-
teries of the island of Cape Breton. From
an early date in September till near the st
of March, he preached in West Bay, St

v
v



G s

1872,

The Bome and Foregn Wecord.

177

Peters, Mabou, Port Hood, and Broad
Cove, in the oné Presbytery: and from
then till now in the neighbourhood of
Sydney, aud in the congregation of Gabarus
and Irambois¢. From the congregation
last named he has received an harmanious
call, wad will probably be present at Synod
as 1ts ordained pastor.

Mr. Drumumond’s vemoval from Victoria
and Richmond Presbytery left Mabou forfa
consideralle time without any supply ; but
Mr. Gillis has laboured there for the last
two months, and Mr. Pollock will be for-
ward immediately, so that there will be
at least one Missionary between that con-
greaution and North-East Margarce,

For Cape North, the Board has not been
able to do anything since the departure of
Mr. J. Mwray to Secotland in Ociober;
and uow that he is expeeted to return with-
in & few weeks, three Presbyterics are ask-
ing for his services, so that we know not
definitely when thar distant but interesting
congregation can be supplied.  We do
know, however, that they are not destitute
of means of grace, for they have not only
their Bibles ‘and their family altars, but
they meet regularly on the Lord’s day and
at the weekly prayer meeting, and their re-
ligious gatherings are presided over and led
by a zetlous Cetechist whom they highly
esteem

This may be the most appropriate voint
at which to notice in passing, that reports
have been received of the labours of other
Geelie Catechists : and, even where formal
reports have not been given in, the Board
has reasou to believe that they are faithfully
carrying out the objects of their, appoint
ment, in the visitation of the sick, in the
catechising of the young, and in the con-
ducting of prayer and fellowship meetings.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.

This large Presbytery, covering the whole
Island, was left without » Probationer dur-
ing the winter, nouwithstanding the exist-
ence of three vacancies. This was the oc-
casion of deep regret to the Board, but it
ocenrred when the number of our Mis-
sionaries was at the lowest, and when, con-
sequently, some portion of the church must
be left to feel the dearth. The Board felt
relief in the knowledge of the fact that the
vacandies were con tigueus to congregations
having generally young and active Pastors,
and that their interests would be well eared
for by a vigilant Presbytery.  And their
expectation in this respect was fully realized,
though at mid-winter another vacancy oc-
curred by the removal of Rev. Robert:
Cumming from Richmond Bay, West, to
New Glasgow, Nova Scotia—thus leaving
threc contiguous churges without one
Pastor.

In the month of May, however, the Pres-

bytery were gladdened and relieved by the '
return of two preachers to their native Iand ;
and, in addition, the Board has appointed
a third Missionary, who can preach in
Geelie, s¢ that the Highlanders of New
London South, and Grenville more especi-
ally, may hear the joyful message in their
own ancient and simost.saered langunage.

NEW BRUNSWICK.

The large Presbytery of St. John, cover-
ing the wreater portion of this Province,
has had three congregations supplied with
Pastors within the year—Bailiie, Richmond
and St. Stephen, and has been able to pro-
vide considerable supply for Glassville and
Tlorenceville, Jerusalem and Nerepis, Bue-
touche and Cocagne, and Pisarince; but
the most interesting mission of the year has
been one of five or six weeks by Kev, T,
Cumming to Tobigue and River scttlements,
Arthurette, Three Brooks, Long Island
and Rocky Brook, extending to a distance
of at lesst 50 miles from the mouth of the
river. Some of these seitlements are new,
and all flourishing and giving promise of
growing prosperity. Some forty families
in afl, but considerably dispersed in groups,
welcomed. the missionary, heard with deep-
est attention his message, and urged his
return. The Hon. Beujamin Beveridge
nas cifered $200 per annum, his brother,
Dr. Beveridge, $100, and others will give
according to their means, for the support of
a Pastor: and all concur in requesting that
M. Cumming or some other suitable Mis-
sionary shouid be sent thither wirhout de-
lay. The Presbytery of St. John hag
scconded this appeal, and as Mr. Cumming
dechines, the Board are engaged in seeking
for the right man for the place - and if they
succeed, will have no hesitation in comply-
ing with the wishes of the people and Pres-
bytery.

The Presbytery of Miramichi has been
aided by the services of a Catechist last
autumn for Black River and Kouchi-
bouguack, and this spring by licensed and
ordained Missionaries, for the supply of the
vacant cougregation of Chatham.

NOVA SCOTIA.

In the three central Preshyteries of Pic-
tou, Trurvo and Halifax, neavly all that has
been attempted has been to give supply as
regularly as possible to the vacant congre-
gations, of which there were four in Picton
Presbytery, besides Goldenville and Wine
Harbour—three in Truro Presbytery, and
two, and part of the time three and four, in
Halitax. = Tatamagouche Presbytery re-
ceived no Missionary within the year; but
the Board had much satisfuction in meeting
a loug standing request of the Presbytery
of Lunenburg and Yarmouth by procur-
ing the services of & promising young man,
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whois located at Northfield, in the Northern I pood 7 urk” ; and we are persuaded that a

part of Queen’s County, in a district wheic
there is truly & field for Christian work,
and a I call and some encouragement to
enguge in it with ardour.

Some provision has also been made for
the Eastern Shore, between the limits of
Musquodoboit Harbour and Sheet Harbour
congregations, by sending thither a Cate-
chist, who is engaged under direction of
Rev. A. B. Dickie in visiting different
Harbours and fishing settlements, and doing
the work of ap Evangelist.

We have again to acknowledge the chris-
tian liberality which has enabled us, besides
paying from onr own funds, by direction of
Synod, S450 for the supplementing of
weaker congregations, prompuly to meet ail
claims, deal liberally with all Presbyterial
applications, and to grant some small sums
to aid Church Building in new and weak
settlements, while a good balance remains
on hand with which to continue our work.

We havs also to inform the Synod that
the late George Kerr, Esq., of Chatham,
generously bequeathed to the Home Mission
cnterprise of this Church, of which he was®
not himself a member, for he belonged to
the Church of Scotland, the sum of $1,000,
to be invested on good security and the in-
terest to be applicd annually for the further-
ance of this work. -

MEANS PROVIDED—MEN WANTED.

Our people cvidently have faith to pro-
vide the means. We have what has been
called the ** sinews of war,” but where are
themen? For the forthcoming of these, it
is evident that more self-denial and & higrher
faith are demanded. We do nced men.
We urgently nced and we earnestly cry for
men; and in closlng this report, feel con-
sergined to appeal to our young men at col-
lege, and especially to the young men who
haveeompleted their Collegiate course,to pre-
pare to take part in this great work. Other
Professions are supplied, and some of them
filled to overflowing, but the noblest of all
Professions is unappreciated and inade-
quately supplied. The harvest truly is
great—the labourers are few. Willing-
hearted men, yielding themselves up to
work for Christ and for souls, are greatly
needed in these Lower Provinces, and far-
ther they will continuein demand.  Young
men need not fear that the demand will be
speedily mnet, and they left without employ-
ment.  The cry for men becomes more
urgent and picreing year after year.

‘That there are discouragements on the
way to the Christinn ministry, and hard-
shipsin it, we know—that there ave re-
sponsibilities which young men fear much
more in prospect than the hard work, we

-admit. But we also know that *‘ He that
«desireth the ofiice of a Bishop desireth a

|
l

lite of responsibility and labour, cheered by
tokens of Divine Presence and approvai, is
not only the most useful, but the most satis-
factory, and every way the best for man, alike
in its course and in its close; and therefore,
without any misgiving, we press the claims
of Christ, und the urgent calls of His church
and of the perishing, on the eanest con-
sideration of all young men to shom the
Lord bac given education and alents.

We need scarcely add that the men re-
quired ave men such as have a “mind to
wark,” and will give themselves to prayer
and to the ministry of the Word, in the
spirit of the Great Master, and ot those
whom He commissiored. The Board
would not wish to lecture their Home 3Mis-
sionaries, and far less the Synod ; but they
claim to express their desire and prayer
that all our ministers and people were per-
vaded with the deep inmwronght conviction
that the cvangelization of the present
population of these young and rising Pro-
vinees is our special work, our great, grand,
life work—and that while a great part of
the work is possible by us, and actually
committed to us, our time for work 15
limited. The present population will soon
be gone, and we as workers or idlers will
soon have disappearcd from the scene, buy
cffects and consequences will remain, and
will tell on generations yet to come.  And
therefore, what our hands find.to do, we
should do with our might, calling in the
mightiest agencies, and to the largest pos-
sible extent. What the grand source of
success is we all know—the Spirit of the
Lord poured out graciously and glorionsly.
So that if we would see these fields ripe and
reaped, and the golden grain gathered in,
it behooves us all, filled with the love of
Christ and of souls, in faith and prayer, to
wait upon the Lord “until the Spirit be
poured out from on high, and the wilder-
ness be a fruitful field and the fruitful tield
be counted for a‘forest.”

By authority of the Boad,
P. G. McGr Gor, Sec’y.

Halifex, May 28th, 1872.

(W vy )
Gl Sl )

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF
SUPERINTENDENCE OF THE
THE OLOGICAL EALL,1872.

In presenting its Annnal Report, ihe
Board would submit first a hrief account
of its own proceedings—sersndly, some ac-
count of the Session of the Hall recendy
concluded, and closc by stating their views
on the present condition and prospects of
our school of divinity, and of the duty of
the church in relation to it. .

About two months after the last meeting
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of Synod, the Board met with the Professors
elect, and fixed the day for the opening of
the, Classes, for the first Wednesday of
Nowmber, and determined that the Ynau-
gura, services, which the Presbytery of
Halifix were requested to conduct, should,
for thepresent year, take the place of an
Introdictory Lecture

After conference with the Professors re-
spectingr *kair respective departments of
labour, md the line of division between
them, it vas agreed that the subject of
Homiletics should go with Systematic
Theology an] Church History, and should
therefore be atotted to Professor MeKnight;
and that Profaisor Currie’s classes should
embrace Hebrev, Exegesis, am’ Biblical
Literature.

A small Comuittee was direct:d to pre-
pare and publish » Prize or Bursary List
in the Record, as quickly as possible, as an
encouragement and stimulug to Students,
and as a means of aiting them to meet tie
expenses, necessarily irvolvedin prosecuting
their studies for the winistry; and a list
was published in the October Record.

PROPOSED ENDJIWMENT.

Thus carly, too, the Board entered on the
con<ideration of the resolution of Synod by
which they were empowered and directed
to have the church visited, soas to raise the
endowment fund to such a sum as would
afford interest sufficient to meet or nearly
meet the Salaries of our Professors, both in
arts and theology.

The Board were well aware that their
functions were exccutive and not legisla-
tve; and that in ordinary circumstances
their duty was not t2 inquire into the wis-
dom of the Synod’s determination, but
simply to obey it. It secmed to the Board,
however, that the circumstances, lLoth of
the Hall and of the church, were peculiar
and exceptional, and such as did not give
promise of success should they proceed.

As respeets the church, they found—First,
That the Synod had previously given direc-
tions that the congregations generally
should be canvassed in favour of the Aged
and Intirm Ministers’ Fund, an order which,
if carried out as was expected, would seri-
ously interfere with the raising of a Minis-
terial Education endowimnent.

Secondly, they found various opinions
prevailing respecting the effect which the
union negotiations groing on, if successful,
would haveon our Theological School, on its
character and locality, and they had reason to
Know that there were persons, in considerable
nwnbers, who would decline contributing
largely, till they knew whether the Hall
was likely to be continued in the Lower
Provinces or merged in that of Montreal.

Thirdly, They knew that in Halifax,
Dartmouth and St. John, some of onr most

liberal people had heavy pecuniary responsi-
bilities from church Building and payment
of church debt, which made the time un-
favourable, so far as these places were con-
cerned.

And then as respects the Hall itself, the
Students were at a minimum, and it wes”
felt that we ought to be able to show that
there were at least a considerable number
of young men to be taught, before asking
the people to provide largely for farther
means of Instruction.

Weighing these considerations, the Board
gave notice to its absent members of these
difficulties, inviting them to attend or give
counsel by letter; and the result ot the
next meetng, held on the Ist of November,
was the adoption of & resolution—to pause
fo - the present year, and to lay before
Synod « plain statement of the grounds of

elay.

T%ze Board would now submit their ac-
tion to the review of Synod, simply adding
that they assumed the responsibility of
acting as tliey did, under the full persua-
sion that the Synod, had it met then, and
had full time to weigh all the circumstances
alluded to, would have arrived at a similar
conclusion.

ANNUAL INCOME.

All the more did the Board feel it in-
cumbent on them to attend at once to the
second part of the Synod’s resolution, and
therefore issued a circular showing that the
maintenance of our Professorial Staff in
Dalhousic College and in the Theological
Hall, with other necessary expenses, would
require $2,500 in voluntary contributions
from the people, being an average at the
least of $20 per congregation, and request-
ing a liberal collection as soon as possible
from all congregations that had not con-
tributed within the year. They also
solicited tlie co operation of all the Presoy-«
teries 1n the church, that the direction of
Synod might be fully carried out respecting:
support for the current year. The results
have not beer all that could have been
desired. Instead, of $2,500, the ‘I'reasurer
has received S1,640.31, a Jarger sum, how-
ever, and from a larger number of congre-
gations than ever contributed before. Ninty-
nine congregations have coatributed, and
the sums given vary from a very few dollars
up to $60, the highest being $61.24; but so
many flourishing congregadons have fallen
below the average of S20 that all the cfforts
of the more liberal have failed to bring the
contributions, as a whole, up to or very
near the mark.

THE SESSION.

On the first Wednesday of November,
the Professors were inducted by the Presby-
tery of Halifax in Chalmers’ Church. Rev.
J. B. Logan preached; Rev. A. Falconor,
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Moderator, offered the Induction prayer;
after which the Professors, being welcomed

by the members of Presbytery, were ad-"

dressed on the dutics of their office by Rev.
R. Sedgwick, and the people on their duty
toward Professors and Students by the
Secretary of the Board. The Students
then met the Professors and the Class hours
were arranged.

The following reports, furnished by the
Professors, will afford full information re-
specting the number of Students in attend-
ance, their standing, proficiency, and the
course of study pursued :—

DarTyouTr, 2971 MAY, 1872.

My Dear Sir,—The Session closed on
the 1ith April. We had only five the-
ological students—four of whom com-

leted their curricnlum. In both Theo-
ogy and Church History, I took up the
work of instruction where Dr. King had
left it. In the class of Theology, three
days a-week were occupied with lectures,
onc with examination on Hodge’s Text-
book, with Confession of Faith, and one,
v.ith notices of books, and hearing essays!
and discourses. The subject of lecture was
Practical Theology, or Theological Ethics;
the mode of treatment, historical—my plan
being to trace, as far as possible, the succes-
sive stages in the revelation of human duty,
from the creation of man to the close of
the New Testament Canon. In the way
of Catechetical exercise on Hodge’s Text-
book, we went over the latter part of the
Confession, from Chapter XIV. to the end.
The Essays read and Discourses delivered
in the class amounted to three from each of
the Scnior stndents and two from the one
Junior swmdent. Instead of monopolizing
the critical functions mysclf, I continued
the course I have tken for 2 or 3 years
past, of inviting the students to criticise
each other—thus relieving the monoton-
ousness of passive listening, and afford-
ing a uscful exercise in the art of speaking.
With Church History I dealt afier the
tatorinl, rather than the professorial method.
A course of this kind was inevitable in the
circumstances; and it commended itself to
my judgment on geicral grounds. I
thought it might be advisable to incorporate
the History of Doctrine in the Theological
course :—the history of the church’s appre-
hension and appreciation of any particular
department of revealed truth, forming a
natural appendix at sundry times and in
successive portions. But the multifarious
details of gencral Church History adwnit of
being taught, I think most conveniently,
by the uscof a textbook. Accordingly,
our review of the ethical teaching of Scrip-
ture was followed up by some account of
the cthical teaching of the church—especi-
ally on the subject of asceticism. The

text-book we made use of ‘vas D*Aubigne’s
History of the Reformation. As to he
mode of using it, instead of catechisin, I
adopted the method of calling on a stulent
to give a continuous account of the cortents
of a wholechapterata time. Ourreiew of
the text-book was thus at the sametime a
useful exercise in public speaking. We
went over the whole five volumg in this
way in the course of the Session.

I have, in conclug’on, to eypress my
satisfaction with the diligence sd deport-
ment of the students, and hops they may
be found faithful workmen i_the field of
ministration, on which mostof them have
now entered.

Yours most wspectfully,
A. McKniGur.
Rev. P. G. McGrreor, Sec’y B.of S.

P. S.—I do not know whether it is worth
while to mention that ! preached 82 times
in the 12 months endirg 11th April.

To the Board of Superintendence of the
Theological Hall of the Preshyteriun
Church of the Lover Provinces :

During the Sesson which has just closed

1 conducted three:lasses—a Junior Hebrew,

s Secnior Hebrew, and an Exegetical. The

Junior Hebrew, which met for half an hour

every day, was attended by only one regu-

lar student of the first year; but four Dal-
housic Colleze students, all of whom con-
template entering the Hall, joined the class
at the commencement of the Session, and
attended so long as their other studies
would allow—zhree attended for five or six
weeks, and one remained till the close.

‘This class mastered an outline of Hebrew

Grammar, committing to memory the

paradigms of nouns and verbs—and read

eight chapters of Genesis, carcfully ana-

Iyzing every word. The Senior IHebrew

class, consisting of four students of the

third year, which met for one hour every
ddly, reviewed the whole of Green’s Gram-
mar, and read the following portiois of
the Hebrew Bible :—Psalms 27-50 inclu-
sive ; Isaiah, chapters 44-50 inclusive ; and
the prophecies of Obadiah, Naham and

Habakkuk. All the Chaldee portions of

Ezra (about four chapters), and three of

the Chaldee chapters of Daniel were also

rcad. Towards the close of the term s

few weeks were devoted to the study of

Syriae, during which time an outline of the

Grammar was overtaken, and a few pass-

ages were translated and analyzed. .

In the Exegetical class, which was attended

by all the students, and which also met for

an hour every day, the Greek Testament
was used twice a week. The 2nd Epistle
to the Corinthians and the Epistle to the

Ephesians were critieally read—the her-

meneutical canons being constantly cm-

ployed in the exegesis. Once every week,
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in this class, the subject of Biblical An-
squties was taken up—dJahn’s work on this
topic being used as' a text-book. I also
lecturd once a week to this class. Aftera
few invoductory lectures, which discussed
the Shepitic Languages and the place the
Hebrewholds among them, I took up the
subject  Biblical criticism, tracing the
history o1 the Hebrew Text down to the
present ting, and describing the various
sources of sitical emendation. The Text
of the New Uestament will be dealt with in
a similar mumner during the first part of
next Session.

During the term, the students of the
third year, besgles preparing two exercises
in the translatio of English into Hebrew,
wrote two essayson subjeets connected with
class-work—one o the Shemitic Languages,
and the other on tie History of the Trans-
mission of the Helrew Text, They also
gave n o Hebrew and a Greek critical
exercise on subjeets jrescribed at the close
of the preceding sesson. The student of
the first year also wote the two above
named essays. ’

T have pleasure in testfying to the correct
deportment, commendalle diligence, and
good progress of the studats,

Respectfully submitted,
. Juix Curnie.

Halifax, April 11th, 1872,

NO. OF STUDENT:, ¥

Besides the five students wio attended
our own Hall, four atteaded Fre College,
Edinburgh; three attended Union Theo.
logical Seminary, New York; and four at
Princeton.  The following list will shew
the whole number, their degree of advance-
ment as determined by time, and their
place of study. It should be remembered,
however, that the term in Princeton and
New York is fully one-third longer than in
Halifax.

First Year—Halifax—Mr. C. McNaugh-
ton. Princeton—Mr. J. Richards.

Second Year—Halifax—(None.) Edin-
burgh, Messrs. £ A. Miller, H. MecD.
Scott, and John Wallace. New York—
Messrs. ‘I Christie, I. Baird and John
Gillis. Princeton—L. G. McNeill and J.
Rosborough. -

Third Year—Halifax—Messrs. J. An-
naud, A. F. Thompson, J. C. Meck, and
J. Leishwan.  Edinburgh—Mr. John Mur-
ray. Princeton—Mr. Isaac Simpson.

It will thus be secn that sixteen young'

men from the Lower Provinces have pro-
sccuted  their Theological studies during
the pastwinter. Ofthese, Messrs. Annand,
Thowmpson and Meck have been licensed
by the Halifax Presbytery, Mr. Leishman
by the Presbytery of St. Johm, Messrs.
Simpson, McNeill and Rosborough by the
Presbytery of New Brunswick, New Jersey,

and Mr. John Murray has received trials
and will probably be licensed by Halifax
Preshytery about the 1st July.

The Session closed on the 11th of April,
the Board meeting the Students and Yro-
fessors, and spending some time in devo-
tional exercises, with appropriate addresses
to the Students.

PRIZES.

Prizes and Bursaries had previously been
adjudicated and given as follows :

I. For the Best Examination in Barrow'’s

Introduction to the Bible.

Sentor Class.—~First Prize by Professor
McKnight, $40, to Mr. J. Annand. Second
Prize by Mr. Thos. Bayne, $15, to Mr. J.
C. Mcek.

Junior Class.—First Prize by C. D.
Huuter, Esq., $40, to Mr. S. McNaughtos.
I1. For Best Examination in New Testa-

ment Greek.

By Mr Thos. Bayne, Mr S. McNaughton,
25,

1I1. For Best Examination in Hebrew.

Senior Class—By mutual agrecment, no-
Competition.

Junior Class.—By R. S. McCurdy, Esq.,
$15, equally divided between Messrs.
McNaughton and Thomas Murray.

IV. Gelic Bursartes.

By Home Mission Board—Forty dollars
each to Mr. John Murray, Free College,
Edinburgh,and attending Dr.McLaughlin’s
Gzlic Class, and Mr. Charles Mclean,
Student of Dalhousie College.

V. T'he Matheson Bursary.

Divided between three Students—two
Theological and one at Dalhousic, the last
$  not yet drawn.

LEGACIES.

The Board has been notified of two
legacies hequeathed by friends of education
and religion, to encourage deserving young
men of limited means, and to be given as
Bursarics, the first by George Kerr, Esq.,
of Chatham, a man of public spirit and a
member of the Church of Scotland, consist-
ing of $1000, to be invested and the anaual
interest to constitute the Bursary.

The other consists of nbout the same
sum, bequeathed by the late Isaac Logan,
Esq., of Truro, formerly of Onslow, and
well known as & faithful friend of our
church and schemes, who, by his contriba-
tions and by his pen, under the signature
of Prompter, aided ministerial education in
the Presbyterian Church of Nova Scotia
many years ago. The Bequest is similar
to the one already referred to in object and
_conditions ; and when available, will be ac-
companied by a sum nearly ecqual, the
interest of which will be devoted to the
annual improvement of the Library.
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LIBRARY. .

The Library of Rev. Dr. King, which
was received soon after the Jast meeting of
Synod, has been shelved, arninged and
catalogued, making a very lnree and value-
able addirion, the whole No. of volumes in
the libvary now heing ahout 5,000. Sowme
of the more vecently published works in
varions departments are still needed, in
order that the Collection may meet all the
requirements of the church and of the age.

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE.

The Synod will already have Jearned
that the last Session of Dallousie College
bas proved very suscessful. About 100
students were in attendance, three-fourths of
the number in arts and the other fourth
studying medicine.  Ten young men gradu-
ated, and a few genernl students completed
theh conrse.  Tour graduates received the
degree of A. M. The Board bave infor-
mation that a good proportion of the gradu-
ates intend entering our Theolopical Hall
and studying for the ministry in this
church. K

PROSPECTS.

The Board bas no wish to conceal the
fact that the attendance in the Hall during
the past Session has been so small as to
prove discouraging to its Professors and
fricuds ; and though confident ot some in-
crease during the present year, still the ae-
cessions will not be so numerous as to pro-
duce a great change. While limitation of
income is felt as a hindranee to progress,
much more discouraging to the lovers of
Zion is the fact that the nnmber studying
for the ministry in our Provinces is not
sufficient to meet the wants of the church
at home and abroad. And when the whole
number is smail, and the full half inclined
to travel and study in the larger Institu-
tions of Britain and the United States, the
limited attendance leads many, on cconomi-
cal and other grounds, to agitate the ques-
tion whether we are warranted and wise in
maintainining our Divinity School.

On this question the Board is of one
mind, that notwithstanding the present
dearth of students, which will probably be
found to be temporary and exceptional, the
duty of the church is to consuive and, as
soon as practicable, extend and improve
her Thenlogical School.  First, hecause no
church can be vegarded as ageressive or
progressive, unless she is furni-hed with a
succession of qualified Pastors, and ample
means of supplying all vacancies eaused by
death and inissionary,calls; and, secondly,
because no church can bhe regarded as inde-
pendent, or in a satisfactory condition,
unless her Pastors are drawn from the
familics of her own members: and thig
question of the providing of miuisters from
our own youth has been determined in the

same way among the Presbyterians ir the
old American, and in the new Australing
Colonies. It was determined half'a certiry
ago by our fathers in Nova Scotiy and
more recently, but still in the same wy, by
the Presbyterien Chureh in Canads

And if our young men are to brtrained
for God's work in the Gospel mhistry, 1s
this the time, aftera suceessful trial for
nearly half a century, to retiquish the
cffort, on account of tempeorary difficultics.
and deficiency of students, whil may con-
tinue only for n short time?

FINANCE. .
While we would shrink from such a
resolution, we would not enceal or dimin-
ish the greatness of the #ork before this
chureh. ~ The British, Aperican, Canadian
and Australian Churehe have Universities
and Colleges endowed, ¢ither by the State
or by wealthy men gtd corporations, so
that all they have to jrovide 1s_the ‘Thco-
logical training. Bit onr smaller church
in the Lower Proinces has to provide
wholly for the latur, and partly for the
former. Looking at the subject in this
aspect, we have w word of rcprouph against
our people for wsnt of support : for, though
some may not Jave contributed worthily,
the main body las done well. Wearenow
probably doirg as much for Ministerial
Fducation as auy other religions body on
cither €ontitent, in proportion to our
wealth snd nunbers.,  Still we must do
more or be overshadowed by Institutions,
having th: favour of wmeichant piinces,
who delixht in associnting their names with
Chairs :nd Bursaries, founded and ughcld
by their liberality. The American Semi-
naries are thus richly endowed Dby the
voluntary contributions of the wealthy
memhbers of the church, and Melbourne
and Montreal, Australia and Canada, are
engsged by an effort, extending over seve-
ral years, to provide for the permanent
support of their Theological Institutions
on a large and liberal seale. If this Synod
should resolve to follow their example,
they should resolve after full consideration,
and with the greatest unanimity and, if
possible, enthusinsm on the part of minis-
ters and people.

WANT OF MEN.

But a greater want than that of funds is
the want of men willing and anxious to be-
come preachiers of the Gospel. The fact is
undeniable, that the mintstry docs not, in
these Provinees, attract young .men of

romisc as it does, or as it once did, in
cotland. Trade and Commerce, the arts,
and even science and education present
rival fialds, which arc more remunerauve
and, by the world accounted, more inde-
pendent and honourable, and quitc as in-
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fluential and useful. Other openings have
increased in nwmber and attractiveness,
and are drawing off young men of
talent, energy and piety, to such an extent
that the Schools of the Prophets, the world
over, are feeling the consequences.

For the cure of this evil, we know of no
cffective remedy, but carnest supplication to
the Lord of the Harvest for His Spirit in
double mensure, to call forth disinterested
and devoted young men for the work in in-
increasing mumbers, and to draw forth
from a revived and free-hearted people, &
more cheerful and an ampler support.

Having moticed the dispersion of our
Students, it is but richt to add that, to
some extent, this has been the effect of our
own variable and irresolute proceedings re-
specting the Hall for the last few vears.
‘The desire of travel, too, seems to pervade
our whole population, and even ministers,
as well as students, have been seized and
carried off by the Emigration fever; but
the discase has probably reached its crisis,
and inglications of reaction begin to appear.
We have seen the worst.  If we have fuith
and patience, we will soon see increased
nwnbers and prosperity.  But we must ot
idly wait to see_what may twn up. If
Union in this Province, or with Presby-
terians of other Provinces, shonld come,
ltus be prepared to welcome it, and to
shape onr course with the course of events.
If the finger of Providence should point to
an amalgamation of the Divinity Halls in
the Dominion, we shonld, and we trust
will, he found ready to keep step with the
march of events; but until such indications
are clear, we would hold fast what we have,
and strive to make it more prosperons.

VOICE FROM VICTORIA.

We adopt, s our own, the subjoined
closing appeal to the Victoria Church,
issued two years ago, on the same subject,
desigued to” awaken the people to provide,
and young men of piety to «se, the means
of educational training for the work of the
ministry :—

“The scheme now proposed by the
Church is, that during the ensuing five
vearssubscriptions should beraised through-
out its bounds for setting on foot and
cquipping such a Hall as that for whose

+ desirableness and necessity I have sought
t0 show cause. Some may suppose that a
sencral scheme of this sort tends to dimin-
ish support to_local objects. The history
ofthe Free Church of Scotland, honour-
ably referred to lately by leading men of
d)!snpcnun in both Houses of the British
Parliament, as revealing what can be done
by a people once in carnest in giving to
Gop and His cause, demonstrates that a
:glpncml scheme does not necessarily, and

~ Uid not, in fact, thero, interfere with local

objects. When the Free Church was formed,
important home and foreign missions were
on hand; and the interests of these, it was
much feared, would suffer when, in addi-
tion, the pcople had thrown on them the
building of new churches and manses, and
the entire support of the Gospel ministry.
What was the resnlt?  The churches and
manses were built; the ministry was pro-
vided for in a great central fund, such as
may by-and-by be had in Victoria; and
missions, home and forcign, received an
impetus and a stimulus the like of which
had never previously been lent them in
Great Britain. The truth is, the Christian
conscience out here needs o be educated on
giving to the support of religion. In His
two dispensations, Gon has left room for
giving.” He has asked, and pronounced
it blessed to respond. Is not this a fact:
that many, who will consider and pause
ere they put their names to a subscription
for a religious object to the extent of two or
three pounds, have often little hesitation in
spending as much, perhaps more, on mere
trifles? ~ The consciences of whole multi-
tudes are deadt as to Gon’s claims upon
them. But the Almighty exacts what is
not given. Judzgment follows rightful de-
mand when that demand is refused.  That
Gop in whose hand is our breath, whose is
the health to work, the work to do, who
controls the scasons and gives the rain, can
dry up resources when men are close-fisted
in respect of the support of onr holy rehigion.
The universe to its inmost depths answers
to the will of Gop, as the nerves and
muscles of our hody answer to our will, and
a selfish people have consequently never
been long a happy people.
“But money is notall. Menare needed,
men of parts and piety. In Israel of old
s
every first-born son was the Lorp’s. One
tribe out of twelve was ealled to minister at
His altar, and in His services. The minis-
terial profession just now is perhaps not so
honoured as it night be.  So much the
worse. It is also destitute of the possibili-
ties of wealth in other lines of life. Never-
theless—1. It is Gop’s service and work
that & minister is engaged in; 2. There is
another sphere of reward; and 3. Toven in
this Crrist said, alluding to ministers first
and chiefly : ¢ Theve is no man who will
come after Me,” that is, to public service,
‘who shall not veceive an hundredfold in
this present, and in the world to come lifo
everlasting.”
“ Lastly, the prayers ot Gon’s people are
wanted in this business. ¢ The harvest
truly is great [in this epoch of history], but
the labourers are few; pray yc therefore
the Lonp of the harvest that Ie may thrust
Jforth labourers into Hi- harvest'—that he
may thrust them forth out of your midst,

and out of this great and growing com-
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munity, where our charges are for the most
part double or treble, each of which in 10
or 20 years-will require separate clergymen.
It is a great and glorious work that we are
engaged in, laying the foundations of;a new
country; let us see that we lay those foun-
dations broad, and deep, and strong in that

* imperishable religion of Jusus which has.

cver been inseparably connected with the
great and progressive in humanity, with
material progress no less than spiritual
prosperity. Let us, then, go on sowing in
faith, and good works, and good cheer,
even amid occasional sorrow; and while
we sow let us provide for reaping, so that
when the harvest comes, as it has not come
yet, our fields of ripe grain be not lost
through lack of forethought to provide a
supply of suitable reapers, as India and
China_were lost at the inauguration of
Christianity, when they were ripe to receive
it, as they are for the present no longer.
‘Pray for the peace of Jerusalem; they
shall prosper that love thee.” i
By authority of the Board,
P. G. McGregor, Sec’y.
Halifox, May 30th, 1872,

o)
S e Y]

REPORT OF ACADIAN MIS-
SION COMMITTEE.

In presenting to Synod their Annual
Report, your Committee find causes of
humiliation and regret, mingled with sources
of encouragement, and reasons for thanful-
ness. ‘I'hey regret the comparatively little
interest which many membersofour church
have evinced in the Acadian Mission; and
they are moved by thankfulness and hope,
by many pointed facts in the progress of
last year’s work.

It isright no doubt, that our heartsshould
be moved in view of degrading and revolting
forms of superstition on the other side of
the globe; and itis natural thatourinterest
ghould wnceasingly centre upon Missions
in which our caruest efforts have been ex-
pended ; and which have been rendered
sacred by the prayers of the Church, by the

atient toil_and precious blood of beloved

issionaries, and above all, by the acknow-
ledgement and blessing of the Head of the
Church. Butitis not right that in our
earnest and aflectionate care for those who
are struggling into the light in those far off
lands, we should be indifferent to forms of
superstition, scarcely less noxious, at our
very doors. Our own countrymen have
special claims upon us which cannot be
merged ints even the most pioas care for the
people of other lands. .

If this Report were intended simply for
the members of Synod, it would be unneces-
sary and unscemly to enter into any length-

encd declarations of the bitter evils which
are chargeable to Romanism. Upon these
points it may reasonably be presumed that
they at least, are, already, well informed.
But as the Report is intended for cireulation
among our people, aud as this Committee
is, in 2 measure, a Committee on Popery,
a few facts may be stated in regard to
the general subject before giving a Synopsis
of Acadian Mission work.

There is reason to believe that many of
our people are not very deeply impressed
with the necessity of missions to Roman
Catholies. Thisis greatly to be regretted.
It is not necessary to indulgein extravagant
denunciations of Popery, in the bitterness
of which the spirit of that system is, not
unfrequently, displayed by those who de-
nounce it. Itis enongh to say that Ro-
manism withbolds from its followers the
word of God—that it mocks the soul with
the ministration of creature Mediators, and
that it misrepresents the GOSKM of a jree
and complete salvation, through our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ. It is not for us
to say that God may not have his people
within the pale of the Church ot Rome;
but assuredly we are entitled to say that
hers are not good pastures whereon to feed
the flocks of tize good Shepherd; and we
owe it to our fellow-mortals, who dwell be-
neath her shadow, that we should honestly
endeavour to lead them forth to the clearer
light which we ourselves enjoy.

It is true that Romanism bears the
Chnistian name, and that many precions
truths are known to Roman Catholics of
which the Pagan world is ignorant, but it
is also true that it constitutes at this mo-
ment one of the chief obstaclesin the way of
the diffusion of a pure and Scriptural Chris-
tianity. Itlocks up within its own dark
folds many millions of our fellow-men, and
in heathen lands the very name of Chuisti-
anity has in some instances been rendered
hateful by the intrigues and crattiness of
Missionary priests who abounded in zeal
and self-sacrifice, but lacked straightforward:
ness and discretion. Such was the case
especially in China and Japan. It was
necessary to teach these peoples, by yearsof

patient toil, that Romanism and Christianity -

are not the same, but distinct things ere we
could get even & patient hearmg for the
Gospel of Peace.

In lands already nominally Christian we
may justly impeach Romaunism as the enemy
of Social and Moral progress. We need
not, in establishing this charge, appeal to
Protestant testimony. Out ofits own mouth
we may judge it. Jts own avowals,—its
intolerant declarations, its harmless but
disgusting Anathemas, are more damaging
to it than any thing we cansay. Itstrive
to perpetaate darkness; and if frostrated
in 1ts cfforts as it has often been, it drives
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the more intelligent of its votaries into
Schism, or disgrusts them into Infidelity.
The rapid_growth of Infidelity in Roman
Cathotic Countries is a stariling, but intel-
ligible fact. It is chargeable upon the Sys-
tem called Christianity with which these
uuhappy pevsons are acquainted. If we, our-
selves, knew nothing ot Christianity, but
as itis taught in the legends of so-called
Saints, and attested by childish tricks nis-
called miracles, and embodied in dogmas
outraging common sense, such as papal In-
fallibhity, we would not be slow in conclud-
ing that Chwistianity was nothing better
than the fancies of Islam or Confucius.
Itis not too much to say that the conclu-
sions of many learned German and French
Seeptics would have been materially different
had they drawn their knowledge of Chris-
tiauity from the teachings of the Bible in-
stend of the teachings of the church.

We stand confessedly on the defensive
before Romanism and its insidious attacks
upon our Civil Institutions. In the Ol
world Dvnasties have fallen in the frantic
efforts of nationsto shake of the galling yoke
of riestly rule, which rendered them in-
ternally weak and externally contemptible.
What & gratifying spectacle it is to witness
United Italy again taking rank among
the nations worthy of its ancient traditions;
and coming into line with the foremost of
its ncighbours in Social and Educational
affairs.. The strugple which Prussia so
honourably concluded on the soil of France
was not more important in results bearing
upon her own futare than that other strug-
gle in which she is now engaged with the
Ultramontanes on her own soil.  To make
those who minister at the altars of Religion
independent of the dicration of a hostile
foreign ecclesiastic ; and to secure for her
nsing youth an enlightened Education
free fromn Scetarian bias is a work requiring
more wisdomm and more courage than the
reduction of an Empire or the trausferof an
imperial crown.

In this respect the case of Prussia is un-
fortunately not an exceptional one. The
undisguised aim of Romanism is to seize
and control popular Education in every
country of Christendom. Within the last
few weeks this fact was bronght home to us
inthe Dominion of Canada in a very striking
manner.  Not only are compacts formed
and pliant politicinns manipulated to suit
the designers of this scheme of aggression,
but when the constitution itself stands in
the way, an attempt is made to lay unholy
hands upon its provisions. We arestartled
with the fact that the stability of our politi-
alinstittions is endangered by the tactics
of & comparatively small minority, which is
the more serviceable to its designing leaders

ceause of the grossignorance of the masses
who compriseit. Considerations of sclf-de-

fence call upon us to shed the light of truth
on this mass of iznorance if we can.

And lastly, the present aspects.of Popery
itself abound with indications of promise. .
Notwithstanding irs vigorous cfturts at ag-
gression, the Church of Rome is torn witl
internal dissensions as it never hag been
since the period of the Reformation. The
proceedings at the C'ouncil of Rome and
especially the promulgation of Papal Infal-
libility have done ivvepavable Injury to
Romanism. It has stirred up within her
own pale a most inconvenicnt spirit of in-
quiry. It has shocked thousands of earnest
and honest men, and thrown many of them
into revolt. It has revealed the dishonesty
of eringing eeclesiastics, who could cloquent-
1y denounce in the Conucil & dogina which
they can swallow without a grimace in their
own Dioceses ; and it i very cvident that it
hag grieved and pervplexed mnititudes wh
still remain within the pale of the Romis|
Church. The result, as testified by Missior}-
a.ies in almost every part «f the world, is
that Roman Catholics at the present time
arc unusually accessible, and willing to
speak on questions of religion,and unusually
willing to buy and read Evangelical books.

We recognise the present therefore as our
oppertunity and while we rejoice to learn
the progress of the Guj<l waoug Roman
Catholics in other lands onr own business
is vigorously to .prosccute our Acadian
Mission, the only Mission of our Church
which directly seeks the conversion of Ro-
man Catholics.  We shall let the facts con-
nected with the work of the Missivn speak
for themselves.

Messrs. Pavadis and Pelletier,the Mission-
aries of last year, continued their operations
until their attendance was required at the
opening classes at Montreal. A full and
very interesting Keport of their labors _was
published in the Record for March. It is
unnecessary, therefore, to recapitulune the
facts here.  Suffice it to say that the sale of
282 copies of the Word of God among
French Roman Catholics is itsclf’ a most
gratifying fact. Who can cstimate the
result? Thisis the sced time, the harvest
will surely come in its turn.

The operations of the present year began
carly in the month of April. The French
Canadian Missionary Society kindly alloited
to us again our esteemed young fricnd Mr.
Paradis, and together with him they sent
an equally amiable and well qualified young
man, M. Brouillette.  They arrived in St.

-John on the 5th Apil, and at a mceting of

Committee convened on the following day,
it was decided that M. Brouillette should
proceed up the St John River, and begin
work in Victoria County; when FParadis
shounld join him after he had paid a short
visit to Buctouche,—the scene of somo very
interesting incidents last year.
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That weck was one of the stormiest of
all the spring. M. Brouillette was obliged
to abandon. Railway travelling, and after a
whole week of fatigue and exposure he sue-
ceeded in reaching Andover %/illnge, near
the mouth of the Tobique, where he réceived
a kind welcome from Ifon. B. Beverige. M.
Paradis reached Shediac; but found ever
effort to proceed further ineffectual. He
had the pleasure, however, of mecting in the
street at Shediac the very person whom he
was most anxious to visit at Buctouche,—
the young man who last year had expressed
80 much joy wnd surprise at secing & I'rench-
man who was nota Roman Cotholic. This
poor lad belongs to a large and respectable
family who are tolerably well off. He had
avowed Protestant sentiments last year ; but
the entreaties of friends, and other less
gentle influences had somewhat shaken his
confidence in the new way. And yet he
was happy. Ile had left home with the
intention of going to the United States and
wasg so far on his way when almost with
tears of joy he grasped the hand of his fritnd
M. Paradis. The interview was affecting
on both sides, and led to many subsequent
meetings, and the young men conversed and
prayed, and wept together over the living
oracles. Poor L—eventually declared his
resolution to follow Christ at all hazards,
and his desire to devote his life to the work
of making the Bible and its Story of Re-
deeming love known to his fellow country-
men.

‘While these things were in progress M.
Paradis and the people of Shediac had made
arrangements for an English Serviceon the
Lord’s day.

A rumour had been cireniated that the
young preacher could speak French, and the
result was that at the meeting there were
present thirty or forty French people. At
the close of the service which the greater
number of them understood, M. Paradis ad-
dressed them in their own language and
invited them to call at his lodgings.—We
will Jet himself tell the sequel.

“The following evening four of them call-
ed and had quite a conversation. Questions
about Apostolic succession were put to me,
they seemed to be satisfied with my explana-
tions. They decided to try and have a
meeting expressly for the French on Wed-
nesday evening. Over 150 French were
present.  Gave them a French sermon,
prayed, then gave the opportunity to any
one to ask questions. Managed to bring
the following subjects for discussion ; viz:
Confession, Peter’s primacy (Keys)—and
transubstantiation.  Many questions on
those subjects were asked by the French.
Spoke ahnost two hours, and created quite
an exciterent. Some scem to be quite
pleased with the meeting. Invited them to
come and see me again, and gave out that

I would meet them again on Friday even-
ing in the Hall.

The Friday evening meeting was eqll‘mlly
successful, the greater part of the time being
occupied by a friendly bnt animated dis-
cussion upon the distinctive points of Ro.
manism. M. Paradis continued to labor
at Shediac till the end of April, visiting the
Acadians from house to house, receiving
many of them at the residenceof A. Steward,
Esq., by whom he was hospitably enter-
tained, and ministering to the English speak-
ing people as he had opportunity. To-
wards the end of April, excitement”began
to run high. An attack was made upon
the Missionary in the lueal French paper,
and threats of violence were made agamnss
himself and his young convert, who through
the kindness of Mr. Steward had obtained
rémunerative employment. It wasdeemed
prudent therefore to withdraw the Mission-
ary for a time. With a thankful heart for
the opportunities he had enjoyed of making
the Gospel known to the French Acadians,
and accompanied by his yonng convert he
returned to St. John, where the latter still
remains in a comfortable situation. Ho is
diligently studying the Scriptures, and in-
creasing his knowledge of the truth. Your
Committee regret that there are no funds
at their disposal by which he might be re-
lieved from the necessity of ‘manual labor,
in order that he might press forward his
studies with all possible dispatch. Heis a
fine common Scholar and writes French
and English in an cxcellent hand, M.
Paradis proceeded to join his co-laborer on
the Upper St. John,

Meanwhile M. Bruillette had also been
preaching English at Andover Village, and
he had succeeded, after a little canvas, in
finding & small number of French Acadians
there. After conversing with them separ-
ately, he invited them to come together that
he might preach Christ to them. We will
give the result in his own words. He in-
vited them to come together ¢ which they
did with the exception of one—the priests’
right hand man. = And sir, you would have
been delighted to seo the true respect which
characterised our meeting, and the marked
attention with which they listened to the
very last word I spoke to them. After the
meeting several of them remained to con-
verse with me, five bonght Testaments and
asked me to hold anot er meeting, to which
they would surely all come. Of course I
was only too glad to grant their requests,
we met—but it would take me too much
time to tell you all; suffice it to say thavwe
had a delightful time, and that, as far as I
cou,l,d see, my hearers went away a happy
lot.

These meetings were followed by achal
lenge from ¢ the Priest’s right-hand man
who had declined coming to the meetings:
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The challenge was promptly accepted, and
the result was a four hours discussion, at the
close of which three persons, one of them
the father of a family, avowed their resolu-
tion to accept the Word of God as their only
rule of faith. M. Paradis visited Andover
on his way to the Grand Falls, some weeks
after M. Brouillette had left. He saw some
of those persons and found them making
satisfsctory progress in the knowledge of
the truth.

Since the middle of May our Missionaries
have been labouring tozether at Grand Falls,
M. Brouillette had exhansted his stock of
Bibles before M. Paradis had reached him
with fresh supplies. Since that time they
have been labouring amidst the most abun-
dant encouragements. On the Lord’s day,
one of them usually preaches in English, for
the bencfit of our own people; but their
chie{ aim 12 the Evangelization of the Freach.
They find that they are more popular with
ihe French if they have friends among the
leading Protestants.

Under date of May 27, M. Paradis writes,
“I convinced a very intellizent young man
on & few pomts and sold him books on con-
troversy ; out he told, me he wanted to
study sozne more before declnring himself o
Protestant ; and if he found nothing that
would ablige him to leave his church he
would remain faithful. He asked me to
correspond with him and said he would ask
all the questions that would puzzle him.

“T have been (at Grand Falls) since last
Wednesday. 'We have not been able to go
outcvery day on account of the bad weather ;
but I may say that I never was more pleased
with couversations I had with R. C. than
since I came here. I may add that I never
saw or heard of anv better opening, with
exception of one diffienlty, that is, very fow
cn even read * ¥ % % e have al-
ready had quite a number of conversations,
and we can speak with them just as freely
aswith Protestants. We must admit that
there are exceptions, but as a general rule
the harvest is ripe. I wish I could be with
You for a couple of hours to speak about
this field. No doubt that one of us should
remain here the most of the time, and both
till the meeting of Synod.” Farther on in
the same letter be suys, “We spent the
whole afternoon yesterday in reading and
explaining the Scriptures to abont swent;
persons ; and we wounld hear then say, ¢ We
never passed an afternoon more agreeably
than this,” and they very warmly invited us
to visit them ngain.”

These extracts will give the Synod an idea
of the work that is now in progress, in con-
neetion with the Mission. The chief thing
10 be regretted is that so large o proportion
of the expense should fall upon the
-Home Mission Funds. “Fhe Mission is be-

yond question ono of the most promising
now in connection with the Church.

It is greatly to be regretted that our
operations are of so spasmodic a character.
We are under very greas obligations to the
Freneh Canadian iﬁssionary Society for
the services of our very efficient Missionaries
for whose labors thereisabundant callin the
Upper Provinces. In addition to the pre-
sent agency it appears to the Committee
that au effort should be made to secure the
services of an Ordained French Evangelist,
whose labors might be available during the
whole year, who might preach English in
convenient Stations as he had opportunity,
and who wight cultivate to greater maturity
those hopeful ficlds opened up by the Bible
and the Colporteur. Our present agents
must return to college early in the Fall,
then what are we to do with the scattered
sheep who will be left, so far as we are con-
cerned without a shepherd!

‘The further direction of the Missionaries
for the present Season will depend, of
course, upon providential indication ; but it
is the desire of the Committee that the
French Sertlemeuts in Cape Breton should
be visited as well as those on the West end
of P. E. Island.

In closing this Report, which is already too
long, the Committee wounld earnestly appeal
to the membership of our church for their
sympathies, their prayers and more liberal
response to the call for funds. The opera-
tions of the Mission must be extended, or
they may 25 well be abandoned. We are
satisfied that if our people consider the
claims of this Mission, they will deal with
it with the same prompt and praiseworthy
liberality with which they deal with the
other Missions under the care of the church.

By order of Committee.

N. McKar, Con.

o 2
S

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE
ON SABBATH SCHOOLS.

Your Committee have endeavoured’
during the past year, to attend as faithfully
to the work entrusted toghem as their time
and circumstances would permit. They
feel that @ wmost importans department of
the churel’s work is committed to their
supervision, and regret that they have not
been able to do more towards its advance-
ment.

From the published statistics of the
church your Committee are pleased to find
that there are 374 Sabbath scliools in ex-
istence this yecar as against 325 last year,
an increase of 49. And in these schools
there are 1608 teachers, and 13,108 pupils.

The principal work that your Committee
has been able to accomplish, has been the
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providing of a series of lessons for the
schools of the church, with such explana-
tions and illustrations of them as they could
get printed in the Record month by month.
After mature deliberation as to the best
course of lessons for the year, your Com-
mittee agreed to adopt the * National
Series,” published by the Sunday School
Union of America, the series used by nearly
all evangetical churches in all parts of the
United States. Half the lessons for the
year are from the Old Testament and half
from the New. Aud they have reason to
believe that these lessons are generally
acceptable, and are very largely taught in
our Sabbath scheols. ~ In proof of this
we muy state that of the 5000 copies struck
off at the first of the ycar not one now re-
mains, and admitting that all the schools
took them that would be an average of 14
for every school in the church.

Your Committee hope too that the notes
printed month by month in the Record are
of service to teachers who may not have
aceess to good Sunday school papers—sych
as the Sunday School” World, nor to Com-
mentaries. A page or two of every Record
has also been devoted to illustrations of the
Iessons, andl your Committee feel that did
space permit they would like to give more
prominence to this feature of the work, for
they believe that illustration is indispensable
to successful Sabbath school instruction

To accomplish their work with anything
like satisfaction to themselves, and to pro-
mote the interests of the Sabbath Schools of
the Chureh as they would like to do. Your
Commuttee feel that they should be able to
meet now and again with leading Sabbath
School wmen from different sections of the
Church, to talk over the best and most ap-
proved methods of teaching, to compare the
results of experience and to discuss the
whole subject of Sabbath School work.

Wemay be permitted to say that the
Sabbath School Associations of Halifax and
Dartmouth, held such a gathering in Popla,
Grove Church in March last, what was very
well attended by the leading Sabbath School
workers in the city. Pracical questions
were discussed, and classes were conducted,
one consisting of teachurs tv illustrate how
a teachers’ meeting should be sustained, the
other an ordinary class of lbuys, to show
how a Bible lesson should be taught. All
who were present enjoyed the exercises, and
doubtless profited by them.

Your Committee would recommend that
as far as possible, Sabbath Schools through-
out the Church should keep up teachers’
meetings. In not afew Schools they are
regularly sustained, and the teachersin those
Schools, so far as Your Committee are
aware, all bear testimony to the advantage
they derive from them.

tis not always easy to obtain men and

women for the work of Sabbath Sehool in-
struction, who are as well qualified as could
be desired, and uutil we have something like
a Model School in which to train our teach-
ers, (which it is feared is a long way off)
Superintendents aud teachers eanuot do
better than meet together weekly, if possible,
to exchange thoughts in the lesson to be
tanght, to give cach other the benefit of
there experience, aud to consult as to the
best means of promoting the good of the
School generally, the Pastor being present,
if he possibly can be.

Your Committee fear that in too many
instances, Sabbath School work is regarded
as work extrancous to the church, with
which the Pastor has little to do, and with
which he does little.  There could he no
greater mistake. Ivery Pastor who desires
to fulfill the injunction of his Lord and
Master “feed my lambs” will take specinl
interest in the Sabbath Schiocol, and be pre-
sent at its meetings just as often as he can.
Morever your Committee would suggrest that
Pastors thronghout the church pay more
attention to the matter of sermons to child-
ren. Once a quarter cannot be too often
to preach to the young of the Congregation.

More care too, your Committee feel shonld
be given to the sclection of the books and

apers that the children of the chureh read.
Rluch of the current Sabbath School litera-
ture is positively trashy, and it is to be feared
that not a few yonng persons acquire a taste
and a love fur noval reading by perusing
the books that they obtain from the Sabbath
School. Indeed so far has this evil gone
that some Schools have dispersed with
Iibraries altogether. It becomes every Pase
tor, therefore to examine as far as he can
the books that are placed on the shelves of
the libraries of the School under his charge.

All which is respectfully submitted.
Arvax Smmpsox, Con. Com.,ou S.S.

PRI
Owe Loveign Hlissions,

NEW HEBRIDES MISSION.

Presentation to Captain W. A.
Fraser.

BY REV. H. A. ROBERTSON.

A public mecting was held at the Pres-
byterian  Assembly IIall, Coliins street,
Meclbourne, on the cvening ot Mondas,
March 4th, for the purpose of presenting a
testimonial to Captain W. A. Fraser, It
of the missivn vessel Dayspring, on the oc
casion of his return to Nova Scotia. There
was a very large attendance. Dr, McMillan,
in the absence of the Rev. Dr. McDonald,
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{who was il!), was voted to the Chair, The
Rev. W. Mercer then offered up a short
prayer. The Chairman briefly referred to
the service Capt. Fraser had rendeved to
the mission cause. He pointed out that
popularity was not gained by such a course
of life as he had chosen, but that he was
endowed with the true missionary spirit,
and so he navigated the little barque in the
dangerous seas and had not lost a spar and
but few sails. Never on any occasion during
the time of his command had any difference
arisen between him and the ladies and
gentlemen who had come in contact with
him, but by gentleness he had sccured the
aftection even of the savages amongst whom
he had mixed. The zeal with which Mrs.
Fraser has assisted her husband in the
mission work was referred to, and in con-
clusion, the Chairman called upon the
Secretary to read the address to Captain
Fraser. It was a very well exceuted picce
of illuminated writing, expressive of the
regret felt at losing the services of Captain
Fraser, and recognizing the disinterested
services he had rendered to the mission
cawwse. The address was the gift of Mr.
Jumes Ferguson, of Fergu-on and Mitchell.
Two palm  trees, with flowers about the
roots, formed the side borders, and at the
top was & sketch of the Dayspring. The
whole was neatly endorsed in o guilt frame.
The purse was the work of a lady teacher
of St. Andrew’s Church school, Carlton.
We give the address :

“To Cuptain W. A. Fraser, late of the
wission vessel Dayspring.

It is with much regret, that we, the
Sabbath school teachers of the Presbyterian
Church of Victoria, have learned that you
have resigned the command of the Day-
spring, and that you are about to return
with your family to your native country.

We have always taken a deep interest in
the New Hebrides m'ssion and the mission
vessel, and it is with heartfelt gratitude to
Him who is God of the sea as well as of the
land that we ave able to say that after cight
vears navigation in most dangerous seas
the Dayspring has never had a serious
mishap, and that she has always done her
work with satisfaction to all concerned.
This was due, under Qod, to the skill and
2¢al of her commander. .

Further, we beg to recognize your disin-
terested cfforts for and oa behalf of every
work which was caleulated to render the
Dagspring and the mission a suceess. .

t has atways been a great pleasure to us
and our schools to see oitr mission vessel in
Colonial ports, and-we bear ready testimony

tothe ligh character which you have al-:
ways mainiained for yourself and the vessel |

M your visits to Australia, as well as to
Your invariable kindness and attention to

the multitudes of children and adults who
have flocked on biard tne Dayspring to
gratify their felt interest in the mission
vessel.

Along with this address we beg your ac-
ceptance of the accompanying purse of
sovereigns as & small token of our csteem
for yourself and Mvs. Fraser, and praying
the Father of all mercies to be your God
and Guide even until death.

We are, Dear Sir,
On behalf of the Subbath School Teachers
of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria,
(Sgd.) Tnos. L. McMirran, M.D.,
Chairman.
Davip WoMuRrTRIE,
Davip H. VALENTINE,
JaMes BALFOUR,
Wat, IRELAND,
Jas. W. Saurn, Hon. Treas.
MarcorLy McGirivary,
Hon. Secretary.

Captain Fraser made the following reply :

To the Sablath School Teachers of the Pres-
byterian Church of Victoria.

My Christian Friends,~—Though looking
forward with much delight to revisiting my

native land, yet it is with sincere regret that
f1 say farewell to my friends in this Colony.
During seasons of care and anxiety, with
my little vessel amongst the islands, I have
always looked forward to my visit to Vie-
toria, sure to meet here with warm welcome
and encouragement. You speak of the
pleasure it has always been to you to visit
the Dayspring, I can assure you the pleasure
has been mutual. To anyone feeling the
deep interest in the mission that I have felt,
it conld not but be delightful to see the
crowds of young people, with their carnest,
devoted teachers, swarm the deck of the
little craft which I have commanded with,
T confess it, more pride than it she had been
one of Her Majesty’s finest ships, for what
can be nobler than her work engaged in the
service of the King of Kings., 1t was not
without a pang that I severed myself from
the Dayspring. I superintended her build-
ing nearly nine years ago, and since that
time she has searcely been out of my sight,
much less my thoughts, and it is with dee
thankfulness that I now record my grati-
tude to the Father of Mercies who has
watched over, guided, and cnabled me to
sail her sucvéssfully all these years, and
though compelled for the sake of my
family to resign my cominaund, her every
movement will still be full of interest to
me, and my prayers will ever follow her,
that she may be more and more useful in
carrying the glad tidings of the Gospel to
islands still sunk in heathen darkness. And
itis to you Subbath School teachers she
must look for her principal support. You

have done nobly in the past. By your zeal



190 &he Home and

Soreign Recork July

and devotion {'ou have sent her down year
after year well equipped for her important
work. The kind feclings towards myself
expressed in your address touch me deeply,
and I feel proud to number amongst my
friends such disinterested ones as the Sab-
bath school_teachers of the Preshyteriun
Church of Victoria. Now thanking you
for your generous gift, a tangible proof of
your regurd for Mrs. Fraser and myself, I
can only add my best wishes amd prayers,
will continne with you in your noble work
of training the young for Jesus.

At the opening of the meeting the large
number of Sabbath school children as-
sembled sung that beautiful hymn com-
mencing with the words,

“In the Christian’s home in glory,” &e.

and after Captain Fraser’s reply to the
address, the w&lole assembly sung,

#* Shall we meet beyond theriver,” &e.

The Rev. J. W. McKenzie, missionary
from Nova Scotia to the New Ilebrides,
was then called upon to address the meeging.
He (Mr. McK.) spoke of the interest he feit
in the meeting, said the work in which
Captain Fraser had been engagcd was a
noble one, mentioned that he felt proud of
such a fellow-countryman as Captain
Fraser, and concluded "a short but pointed
speech by calling zpon all to be encouraged
by the past and help on the good work.

James Balfour, Iisq., was the next
speaker. He spoke at considerable length
upon the slave traffic in the Sonth seas, and
said it was a conversation with Captain
Fraser that first opened his eves to the out-
rages of this unmanly trade. Ilis speech
was eloquent, pointed, and courageous, and
was heard with the utmost interest and ac-
ceptance.

Lathella, High Chief of Anilcauhat (Dr.
Geddie’s station), being present, was asked
to address the meeting. ilis speech, though
quite wnprepared was nevertheless quite
orderly and well and calmly delivered.
He spcke in his own (Ancityumese) lan-
guage, and H. A. Robertson interpreted.
Lathella commenced by addressing the
assembly as his good friends, said his speech
would only be a few words, said he was not
fit to address such “great people” in this
“light land.” He was but an humble man
from a “dark land,” but he wished to tell
them about the * nedo upene” {goud con-
duct) of Captain Fraser during all the years
he was chief of the praying ship. e said
the natives were afraid to go alongside or
fasten their canoes to most ships, but they
soon found they need not fear Captain
Fraser or any of his.crew. Their conduct
wag peace. He said the natives of the lands
he had come from were very ignorant, un-
reasonable, and oft times very stupid, yet
Captain Fraser was nevér seen angry with

them. On board the Dayspring as sailors
they frequently pul'ed the wrong rope, and
instead of getting put out Captain Fraser
would only laugh at them, and that during
all the time he was sailing among their
lands he had never siid worse than “ how
ar¢ you my friend.” He said when the
natives were tual he was going to leave the
Dayspring great was their lamentation. He
trusted when Captain Fraser saw his friends
and rested in his own land he would return
to their land again, but if not he hoped that
they would meet in the grood land (heaven),
He concluded his neat little speceh by bow.
ing to the audience and saying my words
are ended.

The Chairman then introduced she Rev.
Daniel McDonald, the first Victorian
missionary to the New Ilebrides, educated
in the Colony. My, MeDonald expressed
his delight at being present at such a meet-
ing, said winlst they were honoring Captain
Fraser they were honoving themselves as
Sabbath Schools and Christians, He spoke
of his great desire to go as a_missionary to
the poor heathen and believed he would be
honored in doing wmuch in his Master’s
cause. He closed his happy speech by
publicly affirming that to their worthy
Chairman, Dr. McMillan, he owed nearly
all his knowledge and skill in medicine, and
believed this knuwiedge would greatly in-
crease his usefulness in the mission.

Votes of thanks were then tendered to
the Committee and to DrsMcMillan, the
Chairman, and thus closed one of the most
interesting, hearty and deeply impressive
meetings we have ever had the pleasure of
attending.

New Hebrides Mission, Melbourne’

On the evening of the 13th March, the
Presbytery of Mclbourne met in the As-
sembly Hall, for the purpose of ordaining
Mr. D. McDonald as a missionary to the
New Hebridee. ‘The Rev. Dr. Mac(lonal_d,
Convener of the Assembly’s Foreign Mis
sion Committee, preached the ordination
sermon from Mat. xiii. 88, *“The field isthe
world,” put the questions in the formuls,
and offered the ordination prayer. The
Rev. Joha Inplis, of Ancitymm, delivered
the charge to the missionary, and the R'cv.
Dr, Geddie gave an account of the New
Hebrides Mission, and urged its claims on
the audience. .

The Hall was crowdud with a deeply in-
terested congregation, and from twenty 10
thirty ministers, including the missionaries
on their way to the New Hebrides, took part
in the ordination. Mr. McDonald is the
first missionary to the huathen ordained and
sent forth by the Dresbyterian Church of
Victoria; hence the ordination servitts
excited a very deep interest.
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As a sequel to these services, on the
ovening of the 20th Murch, alarge miss}om
ary meeting was helil in the Rev, Dr. Cairns
Church, the Rev. Dr. Cameron, Dr. Cairns
colienzue, in the Chair. After singing, the
Rev. k. Mamilton opened the meeting with
praver.  The meetine was adidressed by the
Chairman, the Rev. J. Inglis,of Aneityum,
the Rev. Mr. McKenzie, one of the newly
arrived missionaries from Nova Scotia ; the
Rev. D. McDonald, the newly ordained
missionary, and the Rev. A, J. Campbell,
of Geelong, Professor of Systematic The-
ology in the Presbyterian Church of Vic-
torin. Mr. Campbell stated that of the
welve students attending this Hall, three
were willing to hecome missionaries, and
that the students had forined a missionary
society among themselves, It was also, he
said proposed to institute a concert for
prayer every Sabbath morning, in the
closet or the family, or buth, to pray for the
students and the mission. Both ministers
and people in Victoria arc manifesting a
great amount of missionary spirit.

The repairs on the Dayspring are all
finished. She looks us light and trim as
ever, and will sail for 1he New Hebrides,
(D.V.) on the 8th of April.

Tug Mansg, ExMetarnp Hiry, }
Melbourne, 28th March, 1872.

Rev. P. G. McGrecor,

My Dear Sir,—You are aware by this
time that our valued friend, Mr. J. S.
Ogilvy died in December. Your letters to
him, which have arrived since his death
have been handed 1o me, as I act now as
Treasurer as well as Agent for the Day-
spring. I have also to acknowledge the
receipt of £250 for repairs which came by
last mail.  This remitiance came too late to
be acknowledged in the repors just out, but
of course it will appear next year.

The Dayspring is still here, but she is
almost ready forsea. She is to sail for the
islands in ten days full of passengers and
stores.  The repairs after all are not tocost
nearly so much as was anticipated, and I
am almost ashamed at having made such an
outery for money, but it was not my fault,
tnd what money may not bo used will be
in safe keeping.

The new missionaries from Nova Scotia
are all in Metbourne, and will of course.go
with the vessel. Mr. Robertson isin rather
delicate health. It is sti:l doubtful whether
Dr. Geddic is going this trip, though I
presume you will hear fron himself on the
wbject. He was in feeble health when he
tetrned with the Dayspring in Jauuary.
He is better now, but I have doubts of the
prudence of lis going alone to the islands

#gain, unless much recruited.

Captain Fraser left Melbourne for Lon-
don in the ship City of Perth about three
wecks ago. T hope to hear by and bye of
the safe srrival of himself and family in
Halifax. His successor is & Captain {{ac,
who has taken charge of the Dayspring, and
who 1 hope, may prove as good & skipper
as his predecessor.

I have instructed the printers to send to
you several copies of the Kighth Annual
Report of the Dayspring, just published.
;l‘hey should reach Halifax along with this
etter.

As I have several other letters to write,
and as 1 am not over strong {rom the effects
of a recent illness, I must conclude, with
the promise however, that X will write to
you soon again.

I am, My Dear Sir,
Yours, very traly,
D. MacpoxNaLb.

TRINIDAD MISSION.

The vacancy in the United Presbyterian
congregation in San Fernando has been
filled up by the appointment aud induction
of Rev. Mr. Burr, to the great relief of
Messrs. Morton and Grant.

‘T'he anxieties of these brethren, and lately
their tolls, have been greatly increased by the
prevalence of small pox. Svery part of
San Fernando has been and s.ill is affected,
and the Missionaries have had, for a few
weeks previous to the latest word, the care
of a young fellow-countryman, a Pictonian
affected with the discase in its most malig-
nant type. We hope that they may be
sustained and blessed in this as in their
other labours. -

The following extract ofa letter from
Mr. Grant to a member of Synod, written
a few months ago, will be read with interest, -
and show that the building of the Coolic
Church is having an effect on that peopie.
We would remind the friends of the Mis-
sion that $400 at the least are yet required.
Those who have given have done well, but
their number and range are limited. There
are scores of congregations, and hundreds,
aye thousands, of Christian men and wo-
men who have as yet given nothing to the
first church for the use ef Coolics of
Trinidad.

“Qur new chureh is stirring up an an-
tagonistic fecting on the part of many, led
on by some of the Brahmins., An attempt
was made to raise funds and to build a
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temple, and to import Makadic, an idol. I
think they have abgndoned the idea. It is
easier for us to get money from the Coolics,
than their own leading men, as they have
no confidence in them.

“On Menday of this week, the Mussul-
mans held 2 meeting to arrange for the
building of a Mosque; and I know: they
have offered Aziz money, and are ready to
accept him as their spiritual leader (if the
word spiritual be appropriate). Add to
this, letters to him from his father, an cdu-
cated Mussulmen of the family of Moham-
med, and you can estimate, in a measure,
the pressure brought to bear upon Aziz.
At one time we had fears as to his stability,
but for several weeks we have been dili-
gently studying the evidences of Christi-
anity, and new our anxiety is removed.
Wehave had to encounter nearly every
argument proposed by the Unitarians. Aziz
is no ordinary youth, and I hope that you
will make it a daily prayer, that he may be
established in the faith. I know that he
has passed through a fearful mental conflict.

“Our new church is gecting on well. It
is quite an Oriental structure, drafted by a
young Englishman, once in the Nuvy, but
now a planter here. It is universally ad-
mired, and the Coolies sce that we are in
earnest. Thus, the church gives the Ms-
sion a social position which it might not,
without it, gain so carly.”

o
Fome Flission,

North Bast Murgaree.

The following letter was not written for
publication, but is putin print that this
interesting little congregation in  their
praiseworty efforts to provide themsclves
with church and Divine ordinances may be
koown, sympathized with and aided by
brethren at a distance.

The Board responded to the application
by a grant of Forty dollars to which two
Christian friends in New Glasgow, a
gentleman and lady have added respectively
S10and $4.

N. E. MARGAREE,
Feb. 12th, 1872.

REv. axp DEear Sig,—I have been
solicited by the people of the Big Intervale
to make application through you to the
Home Mission Board for a grant of movey
to aid themin finishing their church. When
about undertaking - the building of a place
of worship they were promiscd by the Rev.
Thomas Cumming the probable assistance
of the Board and his influence in their
behalf. 'With this promised assistance they

most harmoniously and enthusiastically
sct about, and have unaided completed the
outside of a very fine building measuring
26 x 40 feet.

Any person who has & knowledge of the
very limited means of the few families upon
whom this burden has been laid, must admit
that they have made & most liberal and
praiseworthy effort. With the outside now
finished and free of debt, they are encour-
aged to go still further and have made
arrangements to furnish timber and .
terial for the completion of theinside during
the coming summer, relying on the gener-
osity of the Board and the very liberal
contribution of $100 from Mabou congre-
gation, and §20 from James . Austen,
Halifax, to defray the cost of putting
material together.

It is needless for me to assure you that
they are worthy of the Board’s assistance,
for you have yourself a pretty accurate
knowledge of their wants and condition. I
will however state a few facts.

The people of the Big Intervale are
Scotch Highlanders, and number 25 or 30
families who are nominally Presbyterians,
They have hitherto been left almost entirely
without public ordinarices, seldom hearing
on an average more than one sermon a year,
and 2 good many are consequently careless
and void of spiritual life. They are how-
ever, a willing, liberal and energetic people,
who if encouraged and attended wtth the
preaching of the Gospel, wonld in time
become a very zealous and active congre-
gation. They have been very much har
rassed and opposed in their efforts to build
their church, by the Baptists who surronnd
them fn great numbers. An cffort was
made by that body to divide the people and
thus secure & claim and privilege in their
place of worship. Secing that they have
so unitedly resisted every attempt to divide,
and appear so attached to our cause and
willing to do what they are able, X think it
would be a crying shame not to aid and
encourage them.

They were very much disappointed last
summer that the church was unable to send
them & Catechist. They have had but two
or three sermons since the spring. They
however hope and belicve you will do all
you can to sccure one for them during the
coming summer.

Hoping soon to obtain a favorable report
from the Board, I am, Dear Sir,

Yours respectfully,
SAAC S. MURRAT.
To Rev. P. G. McGREGOR.

St
The Canada General Assembly et at

Hamilton on the 4th June. Rev. M
Fraser, Board Head, was elected Moderator.
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Otley Rissions,

The following letter is interesting in its-
self and espeeially so as coming from the
missionary of a sister church, and one who
has recently left the lower Provinces. The
Baptists of these provinces arc men repre-
sented in Burmah by Rev. Messrs. Crawley
and George, and Misses. Dewolfe and
Norris. The Great Master is evidently
blessing their labowrs.

The last number of the Christian Mesen-
ger coutains an account of quite a number
of native Evangelist, supported by the
friends of the Gospel in these provinces.

LETTER FROM REV. MR. GEORGE.

Henthads, Jazuary 18, 1872.
PR T T T *

Juct now there are cheering reports from
nearly every missionary field, and it may
not he unreasonable to believe that God’s
time to manifest his love und power to the
nations of the earth is near at bhand. The
truth is certainly making headway in Bur-
mah, notwithstanding it has one of the most
seductive forms of error opposed to it, and
every year finds more true believers, be-
sides a continually and rapidly increasing
number of disbelicvers in Boodhism. The
character of the Burmese diciples of Christ
is of the first importance to those who de-
sire to know what we have done for this
people, and what we can do by giving them
the Gospel.  In endeavouring to shew
this, it will be requisitc to look at their
tormer faith and hope. They were Bood-
hists, which means, that the antiquity of
their creed, the excellence of the morals
inculeated by it, and vast numbers of its
adherents, not to mention the bewildering
influence of its metaphysics on their mind,
tendering them peeulinrly opposed to the
Gospel. Boodhism denies the existence of
aneternal God.  Whatever is, came through
the operation of an  all-controlling law.
Men are falling gods. Gods were once
men, and have attained to their present
felicity Ly their own virtue. Every man
will be & god, though in order to become
80, to satisfy justice for his sin he may have
to live in every form of life and endure in-
numernble hells for periods of time beyond
computation. Afterwards they will become
gods, and finally attain to nighane (anni-
hilation).  Aund this hope of ceasing to be,
so terrible to s, is their thief good. They
worship the three precious things, viz., tho

law, the idols and the priesthood, practice
many austerities, and make valnable offer-
ings to the priests, and bunild pagodas and
monasteries.  They considerall their pain,
misery, poverty and so forth to be the re-
sult of sin commirted in some former state
of existence. One day not long since we
called 10 see a man who was born without
legs. He told us that no doubt in some
former state he cruelly cut off some poor
man’s legs, and as a result has none him-
self in this life. Retribution, unreasoning
and remorseless, is their only known form
of justice. 8o Guadama taught, so they
belicve, consequently, in order to become
Christians, all their previous ideas of the
origin and government of the world need
to be uprooted. Lo perceive the necessity
for & Redeemer, they must learn how  hid-
eous & thing sin is, which involves a belief
in a Living God who reigns over men in-
dividually and conlimtal?y. This change
from an utter disbelief in the existence or
the possibility of the existence of a God, to
a simple confidence in the fatherly love of
the “ God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ,” is not commonly arrived at with-
out the most painful struggle of the heart,
in the first place a struggle of resistance
against such preposterous notiors, finally
a struggle to berid of the blinding, stupify-
ing eftects of the former belief. "L he resalt
is that Burman Chuistians are generally
well grounded on those great truths that
distinguish Christiantly from Boodhism.
Yet in many instances they have been so
benumbed by the ethics of Guadama, that
a mere change in the object of worship
seems to satisfy their constitnees, at least
umil, in the practical enjoyment of the
worship of 2 God who lives and hears and
bestows, they discover the difference be-
tween such worship and the advantages to
be derived frem the mere act of prayer,
when there is no hearver, no giver. .Among
those who have time to grow, may be many
excellent men.  There is one of whom I
wish to speak particularly, 2 native preacher,
supported by “a young lady in Truro,”
who gives promise of being a very useful
man; so simple in his faith, so devoted in
his service. I wish you might hear him
preach. He speaks as if he had somethin
to say, and wanted to say it eftectively.
think the native Christians as a body com-
pare favorably with Christians at home.
Some of your readers may be_interested
to know that X am able to do a little work.
Last Sunday I preached in our town chapel
for thefirsttime. I have frequently spoken
in social mectings, and led the meeting
twice.
L2 T T T . ® &

I remain very tialy, your Brother,
Wi, GEORGE.
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HAews of the Glawed,

Presbytery of Truro.

This Presbytery met at Truro on the 4th
June. There were present in all sixteen
members, being ten ministers and six
clders. The Presbytery was much grati-
fied in sceiny their highly respected brother,
Dr. McCulloch, again in his place among
them. He is already much improved in
health, and took an active part in the de-
liberations of Presbytery. 1le is, however,
not very likely for sometime to be able for
pulpit minisirations. A printed copy of
the proposed alterations in the * Rules of
Procedure” was received from the Synod’s
committce. The Presbytery sceing that
they could not consider the whole before
the meeting of Synod, deferred the subject.

Reports were given in by several sessions -

on the state of religion in their congrega-
tions. These were all encouraging. ~ Sull
there were many evils specified or alluded
to, with which the cause of Christ has to
contend. In present and recent railroad
building localitics there was special refer-
ence made to drunkenness with its ac-
companying vices. The Moderator, Clerk,
and Mr. Vance, elder, were appointed a
committec to embody the substance of these
reports as the Presbytery’s report to Synod.
The intention is to hold meetings in the
various congregations at which there would
be a popular Sederunt aiding the people, by
addresses and otherwise, in resisting the
evils existing in their midst and encourag
ing them in the good work. The congre-
gation of Maitland was, by virtue of au-
thority granted by last Synod, transferred
to the Presbytery of Halifax.

A Moderation in & Call was granted to
the congregation of Stewiacke. Rev. Messrs.
Sinclair and Smith being appointed to
Moderate on Monday, the 17th inst., as
also to arrange certain matters with the
congregation respecting the proposed Salary.

Appoinied next meeting in Halifax dur-
ing the meeting of Synod at the call of the
Moderator. W. L. WrrLig, Clerk.

Presbytery of P. E. Island.

The Presbytery of P. E. 1., in connec-
tion with the P. C. of the Lower Provinces,
met in Zion Church, on the 29th May, and
was constituted with prayer hy the Mode-
rator.  Sederunt : Revs. A. Campbell, Jas.
Allan, Isaac Murray, Alex. Munro, Henry
Crawford, J. McLeod, Alex. Cameron, R.
Laird, Allan McLean, Wm. R. Frame, J.
G. Cameron, S. C. Gunn, Charles Fraser,
and A. F. Carr; and Hon. D. Montgomery,
g(t’n. Lawson, and Jas. Henderson, Esqrs.,

ers.

Read a letter from the Convener of the
Committec of the *“ Aged and Infirm Minis-
ters’ Fund,” asking Revs. I. Murray and
J. McLeod to canvass the congregations of
this Presbytery in aidof the said Fund.
Presbytery expressed sympathy with this
measure and appointed Revs. R. Laird, A,
Campbell, H. Crawford, and A. F. Carrto
assist the above namecd brethren in prose-
cuting this scheme.

A temporary arrangement, by which
Rev. A. Cameron gave part of his services
to the congregation of New London South,
was, on application of the Galic.speaking
portion of the congregation, cancelled, and
liberty granted them to call a Minister who
can preach in both languages. Mr. John
Maurray, a licentiate from the Presbytery of
Edinburgh, is appointed to preach in this
congregation during the month of July.
Rev, A. Cameron was appointed to preach
in St. John’s Church, New London, on
9th inst., and declare the pulpit vacant, and
explain fully to the people the causes which
led to this change. Rev. 1. Murray was
appointed Moderator of the session of St.
John’s Church.

The rem:it from Synod respecting con-
stituent membership of the higher church
courts was taken up, when the Presbytery
unanimously expressed it as their opinion
that the question is settled by the Confes-
sion of Faith, in these words, “ Pastors
and teachers, and other church governors,
(as also other fit persons, when it shall be
deemed expedient,) arc members of those
assemblies which we call Synodical, when
they have a lawful calling thercunto.”

The Presbytery nominated Rev. I. Mur-
ray as Moderator of Synod for the ensuing

year.

Mr. L. G. MeNecill, M. A., wag appointed
to supply Summeisale on the 1st and 2nd
Sabbaths, and Clyde River, on the 3rd
Subbath of June. " Mr. Bernard was ap-
pointed to preach at Summerside on the
3rd Sabbath oi this month—to dispense
the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper to the
congregation of Richmond Bay West, on
the 4th” Sabbath, and to lzbor there till
next meeting of Presbytery. Mr. Gillis
was appointed to Summerside for the
month of July.

Sessions are requested to send ap their
Records for examination at the next Regu-
lar Meeting, in Charlottetown. Adjourncd
to meet at the call of Synod.

J. McLeow, Presby. Clerk.

Presbyterian Church of the Lower
grovinces.--Statiam:cs ofthe Past
ear.

We are gratified to scc from the June
number of the Record that the statistics of
the above Church appear ina much more
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complete form than they did at the same
period last year. Then the retums were
so incomplete that & summary by Presby-
teries could not be presented ; now that
very necessary and very desirable result has
been attained. There ave still eleven con-
gregations which ave marked blank, but
the respected Convener of the Synod’s Com-
mittee on thatsubject has struck an average
for them, and therefore the whole is now
before the Church in & tolerably complete
state. We are justified in regarding the
fuller returns this year as a work of pro-
gress. There is noreason why these returns
could not be printed in March quite as well
a8 in June. We cannot help thinking that
all is not right with the congregation or the
pastor, or both, where the tables are not
filled up promptly and returned at the right
time. There is cither a lack of efficiency
somewhere or clse there is alack of business
capacity. Either of these defects is a state
of matters to be deplored. There is need
for organization and business tact as well as
spiritual life.

There is over the whole Church a very
gratifying increase in almost every item as
compared with the previous year. Xn some
items indeed, the growth seems astonishing,
but there is this qualification which our
readers arc to kecp before their minds.
That is that the increase is owing to growth
mede within the year. We will here note
afew of the items that are set down. The
population reported as under the care of the
congregations of the Church is now 76,151,
last year it was 67,055, an increase o over
9,000. The increase in the number of fami.
lies is in round numbers 1,700, there being
now 14,500. The communicants, :hat is
members in full standing, which is the
phrascology sometimes used, was set down
at 17,703, being over 2,000 more than re-

rted last year. The accessions to mem-
ership during the year were 1,676, but
there is a large number of removals, namely,
937, which brings the net increase to 740.
This may seem incousistent with the 2,000
mentioned above, but the explanation is
that there are congregations and stations
reporting this year that did not last. An
increase of 54 Sabbath Schools and of more
than 1,100 pupils is reported. All the
Presbytery do not report an increase of
membership.  In Truro, for example, the
removals exceed the aceessions by 53, in
Luenburg and Yarmouth there is also a
decrease of 5, while in Tatamagouche there
isbut an increase of 3. In justice to the
Presbytery of Truro, however, it should be
ssid that & mew congregation -has been
formed by removals from two others, the
membership of which is92.  Therefore there
xs“arcal increase in that Presbytery after
all.
There has been paid for all purposes

f during the year 1871 the sum of $134,000

nearly, is against 116,550 in 1870. The
increase of nearly $18,000 in one year is
very creditable. The average rate per family
is not so much greater,howver, as one would
expect. In last report it was $9.10, in this
one it is $9.24, an increase of only 14 cents.
There is a considerable disparity in the
average rate between the several Ptesby-
teries. Halifax mounts as high as $18.07,
while Victoria and Richmond descends as
low 23 $3.35. Therate in the Presvytery
of St. John is $13.08, which, considering all
circumstances. is very respectable. Lunen-
burg and Yarmouth is the only other Pres-
bytery besides Halifax that exceeds St.
John.

About one half of the gross sum mention-
ed above was pnid to the pastors, namely,
$67,560. This sum represcnts some 116
stipends, hence the average would be about
2582. This is & very low average. What
was given as supplement would barely raise
the average to $600. It may safely be sct
down that no pastor, even in the country,
can continue to live as pastors are expected
to live, one less than 8600, and we question
very muchif any man can support and edu-
cate o family on such a sum as that, as
things go at present. A very large number
have less than that, not a few much less
than that. For the first time $1,400 is re-
ported as paid to one pastor in the Church.
Three got $1,200 each.  8ix got $1,000 and
upwards, Nine received from $800 to $1,-
000. Some thirty-one or thereabouts got
$600 and upwards, while forty others range
between that and $400. We have said that
$600 is the least a man can live upon, and
the Synod declared that some years ago
when the rate of living was much less than
at present that 3600 and a manse ought to
be the minimum. In the face of this the
startling fact comes out that only 50 of our
pastors, less than one half, get salaries that
amount to $600 and upwards. Some forty
others,as we have said, have less than that
and yet ave salaried at sums of $400 and
upwards. There still remain at least 22
pastors that are paid sums less than S400.
The Presbytery of Picton octupies a place
of enviable distinction in the matter of pas-
toral support. At present there are19 pas-
tors in Slat Presbytery, and of these 17, all
but two, get $600 and upwards. The Pres-
bytery occupies the oldest and most com-
pact region of Presbyterianism in the Pro-
vinces, but that is not all that is to be said.
The way in which the court transacts its
business is not to be overlooked when ac-

-counting for the prosperity that prevails

there. *

There is tempting material for comment
in the state of things which the whole
Church presents in this connexion. We
want to rofer to ono phase of the subject
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just now. Thereis an impression widely.
prevalent with the ill-informed and the close-
tisted, that the quesrion of pustoral support
is & minister’s question only.  There could
not be a more mistaken idea. It is un-
donbtedly the people’s question, and that
alone. It is their intacst 1o see that their
pastors are paid.  If they do notsee to that,
theirs is the Joss.  If men have notso much
respeet for themselves and interest in the
cause of that God whom they profess to,
serve as to provide & comperent sapporter
for their spiritual guldes, the ingvitable re-
sult wiil be that such gndes asthey get will
be inferior both in hwuesty of purpose and
mental culture; there must of necessity be
a decay in the vital godliness as well as in
the intellectual quality of the material that
is furnished them. Lhatis how the ques-
tion is pre-eminently one for the people
themselves, and not alone, and not chiefly
even, one for the pastors. It they forget
that the laborer is worthy of his meat, of a
as good at least as that which the most
comportable of the pew occapiers have, the
God of the harvest does not forget it.—
Presbyterian Advocate.

Wotice.

We would remind mem‘ers of Synod
that there is on hand a large supply of the
interesting pamphlet issucd by the New
Hebrides Mission Coundil, and called

“The Slave trade in the New Hobrides.”
If all Sessions would order + dollar’sworth,
they would mnake a wise appropriation, aid
in meeting the expense in arred, and put
in circulation an exhanstive examination
and exposure of the Slave Trade under its
latest phase.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDG-
MENTS, &c.

The Treasurer acknowledges receipt within
the last three weehs of the Lvilowiog sums:—

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

John L. Archibald, Harmeny ........
Mrs. Harop McKean, Westville.......
Arch. Wingoud, Hamiltos, Lormuda. .
Windsor. .oovveevvinanns oue eeeress 80
Glenelg, Caledonia and E. River, St.
MaTy’s oiiiiit tiiiieiniiieiieenae
Halitex, S. Scligul, for the benefit of
the Collies. ... C eeeiieiiiaeeees

FOR COOVIE CHURCH.
Johao McDougal, Blue Mownain, ..o 4 00
DAYSPRING.

185

Carlton
Coldstroam...ovvevvencronan.

ceesacee

July

HOME MISSIONS,
John L. Archibald, Harmony......... 3 00
Arch. Wingood, Hamuton, Bermuda.. 5 Q0
Windsor..coveeeiieiiieininenees oo 2100

Ladies Sewing Circle, Otter Brook,
Stewiacke. oo oeeie i iin s Gereeas 3 50
Glenelg, E. River and Caledonia ..... 20 00
SUPPLEMENTING FUND,
Glenelg. E. River and Caledouia......
. EDUCATION.
Interest on $1200 N. S., 1 yesr........ 70 08
8 600 e 93 44

30 00

e 300 L .. 1460
Principal 8300 N.S.. .....couuu. vee 0292 00
Interest on $400 ** .. .......... .. 23 36
Carlton.....co. ciiiiiiiiis vaaen 8 00
Mrs. Harop McKean, Westville....... 500
Interest on S800 N. S..oovveeiian.s 46 79
Principal " L.l 718 67

ACADIA MISSION.

Sherbrooke. ... vviininn ouel. ceeaee
Rev. Professor McKnight.... .......
From late Mrs. Mary McDonald, E. B.,

E. River, Pictou, per Rev. McLean

Sinclair ...oiiiiiie e i 20 00
Glenelg, E. River and Caledonia.,.... 12 77
Arch. Wingood, Hamilton, Bermuda.. 5 00

MISSION OF REV. C. CHINIQUY.
Triend, New Glasgow..oo. coiuiaaans
Col. by Miss Flora McLennan, Sydney,

per James Jost. ..o Lili L.
Ladies Sewing Cirele, Otter Brook,
Sherbrooke. ....... ceenes
A Triend, Picton
AGED AND INFIRM MINISTERS FUND.
R. B. Seeton, Halifax........ Ceeees .
‘Wm. Robertson, * ..... ..
James Scott, e

Alex. Anderson, **
A. K. McKinlay, ¢

£00
2 63

.o

Received also from Mrs. Harop McKean,
$10 to be divided between the Bible Society
and the Institution for Deaf Mutes,

PAYMENTS FOR H. & F. RECORD.

The Publisher acknowledges receipt of the
following sums: :

Rev. M. Wilson, Sydncy Mines. . S$6 06
Mrs. McDohald, Metapedia ..... . 086D
Rev. J. C. Burgess Carlton, N. B..... 950
M. A. M¢Carldy, Cliton... ....... ... 800
Rev. P. M. Motrison, Bridgewater..... 22 88
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