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MASONIC RECORD.
e} “ The Queen and the Graft.” S e
Vor. XVIIL. PORT HOPE, Onr., MARCH 15, 1884, No. 8.

ADDRESS OF M. EX. COMP. H. L.. ROBINSON, GRAND Z, TO THE
GBAND CHAPTER OF QUEBEC.

————

The Grand Z., after fraternelly
welcoming the companions to the
Seventh Annual Coanvocation of the
Grand Chapter of Quebec, and thank-
ing them for electing him during his
“ absence through ill health to the
highest office within their gift, said
that it gave him great pleasure fo
state, in the words of the Immediate
Past Grand Z. at the last convoca-
tion, that “not s single appesal has
been made, nobt a single case of
grisvance or a protest against any
ofiicer of our Grand Chapter, or of
{he subordinate chapters, has come
Defore me.”

The incre>se in membership has
mnot been large, but from such in
formation as I have received, as well
ps from personal observation, I am
justified in stating that the increase
has been healthy, and that the sub-
ordinate chapters are working effi-
ciently. These are troublons times
For the craft in this Province, and it
is not to be wondered at that the
sprofane” display no great anxiety to
become members of a fraternity ex-
communicated by the head of a power-
#al church on ths one haad and assail-
ed by professed friends, votaries of
iho oraft, on the other.

He referred to several visitations
he had mede and fo the address of
Carnarvon Chapter, which he had the
pleasure of presenting to the Earl of
Carnarvon, Pro. Z. of the Grand
Chapter of England. He made an
excellent suggestior with regard to
the Ritn-l, and said: “I recommend
that a committee be appointed to pre-
pare a catechism of each degree; and
would further recommend that a reso-
lntion be passed aunthorizing the
second and third principals to confer
the intermediate degrees under the
supervision of the firgt principal, It
would be a training school for them,
and I am confident the effect would
be beneficial.”

He granted dispensations to Golden
Rule, Carnarvon and Royal Al-
bert Chapters, to instal principals
who had not filled the constitational
offices; also, a dispensation to form a
new chapt.: at~Three Rivers, to be
called Shawenegan Chapter.

Du;{i;g é? year Grand Representa-
tives were~appointed for Massachu-
getts, Towa, New Jersey, Nova Scotia,
Rhode Isla; . and Oregon.

In speaking of visits abroad, he
stated that—“Being in Boston in
June last I embraced the opportunity
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of visiting the Grand Chapter of Mas- | M. M. M. of England and Wales, &o.,
sachusetts, then in session, and of | have criticised to some extent my ac-
which I have the honor of being the | tion, and the idea has been conveyed
Grand Representative neer this Grand | to some of the sister Grand Chapters
Chaptor. "I was fraternally received | that I had proceeded too hastily in
and heartily welcomed with all pos- | severing relations with that Grand
sible honor by that Grand Chapter as | Liodgs, it is but just and proper that
the chief officer of this Grand Chapter. | I should render to you an account of
“On the 2nd instant I again had | ™Y official action, and justify the
the pleasure of renewing my acquaint- | COUrse pursued in this unpleasant
ance with the Grand High Priest of | matter, n order that you may be en-
the Supreme Grand Chapter of the | 8bled to arrive at a conclusion there-
United States, the Grand High Priest | 18- .
of Massachusetts, and other dis-; I was not ignorant of the past
guished member of the order, at the , history of the difficulties between tha
1428th convocation of St. Andrew's  craft in Canada and Quebec on the
Chapter, No. 1, when, as your chief | one hand and the Grand Bodies of
executive, I was again the subject of | the mother country on the otherz in
their kind hospitality and fraternal the formation of the Grand Lodges
attentions.” , andbGrand ghapﬁers in Canada and
The remaining portion of his ad- | Quebec, and the procrastinating
dress on Foreigzt;7 Relations 4 80 im.  policy of those Grand Bodics in the
portant that we give it in full :— mother country. The proceedings of
. . : s the Grand Liodge and Grand Chapter
Our relations with the sister Grand bt
? . of Canada, and of the same bodies im
Chapters on this continent are of the | .- Province, are garnished with
most satisfactory character, but with | o m iohs 0orrag ondengee reports, etc.
some of those abroad there are diffi- PN P »TEPOXSS, 65C.,
A P : to indiocate to me that I had noreason
cullies which I regret to say disturb to expect treatment more frank or
the peace and harmony of Capitalar P
M in this Provinge fraternal than had been vouchsafed
&S0nIy 1n tAis Lrovinee. to Canadian Masons heretofors., Tha
GRAND MARK LODGE OF ENGLAND, ETC.| concessions obtained in the past were
In October last fraternal relations | long contended for and grudgingly
between this Grand Chapter and that | granted. There was an atter disre-
Grand Lodge were severed by an | gard displayed throughout of our
edict to that effect issued by me after | rights or of our feelings, and no mat-
& sufficient notice and after remon-  ter how cautious and prudent the
strances had been duly made by and | proceedings on this side, or how con-
on behalf of this Grand Chapter. | siderate of our trans-atlantic brethren,
The correspondence and documents, , we have always been met with g
pro and con, will be laid before you , stolid indifference that amounted zl-
(See Appendix A), and I trust will most, if not quite, to incivility and
receive that consideration at your | contempt. Not to go back to the
hands which their vital importance | early days of the struggles for Masonic
deserves. Their length precludes independence for an example, buf
their insertion herein, and I earnestly ‘ taking one near at hand, you will find
trast that each R. A. Mason within | & warrant for my statement in the
the jurisdiction will earefully peruse , correspondence with the Grand Chap-
them in order to inform himself as to | ter of England published a3 an Ap-
the situation of affairs, and the canses | pen?ix A in our proceedings for 18883.
which have led to the course adopted. , To ¢ letter written on the 28th April,
It might not be amiss to leave the ; 1880, & reply was sent on the 10th of .
matter without further reference, but | August following, To one sent by
as the officers of the Grand Lodge oi] our Grand Seribe E. on the 18th Qe-
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tober, 1880, a reply was sent on the
1st January, 1881. To another let.
tor from this Grand Chapter of
date uf 11th June, 1881, a reply was
gent dated 21st November, 1881.
And that ig not all, the positive state-
ments of this Grand Chapter, the
written declaration of such eminent
Masons as Past Grand Master A. A,
Stevenson and R. E. Companion
Thomas Milton, are cdolly put aside
beoause the Grand Superintendent of
the Grand Chapter of England states
to the contrary. Thus a statement
of this Grand Chapter, supported by
four eminent Masons cognizant of the
facts, 18 rejected on the counter-
statement of one man who could not
be so well informed in the premises
a8 those who had made the affirma-
tive declarations.

A careful examination of the dates
of the correspondence submitted here-
with further illustrates the position
I agsumed as likely to occur. With
the past experience to guide me, and
with a knowledge of the injury cansed
and likely to be caused to Masonry in
this Provinee if the confroversy was
to be dragged on for months and
years, I deemed it wiser to cu} short
the dilatory procedure of our English
brethzen by frankly stating our
wrongs, demanding redress, and then
closing our doors. The action of the
officials of that Grand Lodge, before
and since, amply justifies the assump-
tion thus mede that in all probability
{he old procedure as to correspond-
ence would be repeated. In my
opinion the correspondsnce might
have continued for years withount
definite results; we might have writ-
ten and complained over and over
again without receiving satisfaction
or scarcely a courtsous acknowledg-
ment of our letters or complaints, had
it not been that the edict severing
fraternel relations wae issued, thus
putting the matter upon a basis where
it woald have to be treated with some
regard to the brevity of life and in
accordance with Masonic principles

and the ordinary method of conducg~
ing business.

But it must not be understeod that
I proceeded rashly against our Eng-
lish brethren, though the provooation
wes such as to warrant but little da-
lay. You will note in the corres-
pondence that M. E. Comp. Grahams,
on the 8rd of May last, wrote our
Grand Representative in England
abou$ the matter, and receiving no
reply on the 28rd of June wrote tha
Grand Master of that Grand Lodgae
with like results. It was i Junemy
official attention was particalarly cail=
ed to the subject as requiring action.
Reluctant to procesd to harsh mea-
gures, after consultation with my pre-
decessors in office, it was thought
best to await the results of thé corres=
pondence of M. E. Comp. Graham
with the English officials. Thab cor-
respondence prodesing no effect E
wrote Lord Henniker, the Grand
Master of that Grand Lodge, the let-
ter which appears in the Appendix,
and demanded the withdrawal of the
warrants of the Mark Lodges at Mon-
treal complained of on or before the
24th of September then next, under
penalty of the severance of fraternal
relations. Copies of that letter wera
transmitted to Lord Henniker and to
the Provinoial Grand Master of his
Grand Lodge at Montresl, and after-
wards forwarded to the sister Grand
Chsapters in order to disclose o thenz
our position, that if wrong we mighé
be corrected and if right sustained.
Thus over three months had elapsed
between the first letter of M. E. Comp.
Graham and the one first sent by me.
The deley stated in my said letter ex~
pired without any response or the
slightest notico being given thereto,
and the 18th of Ooctober I placed im
the printer'’s hands the threatened
edict; but in the hope that something
might occur to change the position of
offairg its issue was delayed until the
1ast days in October. On the 29th of
October a lotter, written in terms
which I am xeluctant to charasterize
as it possibly deserves, was received
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from Rev. Canon Portal, to which my
response was a request for his resigna+
tion as our Grand Representative. A
«onaparison of the dateof M. E, Comp,
Graham's letter. to him (Srd May,
1883), with the date of the semi-
annual communication of that Grand
Lodge at London, Eng., 5th June,
1888), affords an indication of the
good faith towards us of the brother
whom that Grand Lodge had recom-
mended, and on that recommendation
e had selected as our agent to look
ofter our interests in that jurisdiction.
With M. E. Comp. Graham's letter
in his possession, with a mandate
from us in his hands, he, a3 President
of the General Board of that Grand
Lodge, reported, endorsing the in-
wasion of our territory. Far different
was the conduct of their Representa-
tive to this Grand Chapter. The
letters of the rev. brother in the ap-
pendis are evidently written with the
panction and authority of his Grand
Liodge, for they are written at its
office, bear its seal, and speak for
that Grand Lodge and not for this
Grand Chapter, They are made part
of the precis of that Grand Lodge, and
his defence is the subsequent defence
of that Grand Lodge.

After the issue of the edict the cor-
vespondencs has been move frequent
and uninvited, but as little satisfac-
tory as the previons silence of the ex-
ecative of that Grand Tiodge. I
would remark, however, that the
* obgervations of R. W. Bro. Badgley,’
voforred to in the letter of their
Grand Secretary of the 12th Novem-
ber last, and which were to be for-
warded to me, have mnever been
zeceived, although patiently waited
for. When the precis and lelter of
the Grand Secretary of that Grand
Liodge was received (7th January
inst.) my letter to the sister Grand
Chapters of the world was in type,
and so near distributed that I con-
ceived it 1o be not worth while to de-
lay doing so. My answer will, how-
ever, be submitted to you, and will
appear in the Appendix,

It will be within the recollection of
some of you that threats of legal pro-
caedings have been made in the Mon-
treal newspapers, against the officers
of this Grand Chapter. That threat
has assumed shape in the letter from
a firm of advocates et Montreal, which
appears at length in the Appendix.
It is & demand on the pari of two
gentlomen with whom I am unae-
quainted, and of whom I never heard
until *he receipt of that letter de-
meanding the withdrawal of the edicf
of 18th October before the 26th inst,,
under the threat of legal proceedings,
As T did not recognize the authority
I concluded to defer the withdrawal
of the edict until & more convenient
seagon. It is equally effective as a
demand as the previous one of Rev.
Canon Portal for an apology.

I leave the matter wholly in your
hands. I have not thought it neces-
sary to enter into any arguments in
this address in support of omr posi-
tion, in view of the fact that the cor-
respondence covers the matters in
issue pretty fully, and such as arenot
therein given can readily be supplied
by the committee and by companions
here asgembled. I do not desire to
trespass upon the functions of the
Grand Chapter in advising the course
to be followed, but I am confident
that this important subject will be
carefully considered by you in a fra-
ternal spirit, and the utterance of
this Grand Chapter thereon will
be characterized by ecalmness and
dignity.

Our difficulty has been the subjech
of comment in Masonic periodicals,
and has been brought before several
Grand Chsapters. Many await the
result of our deliberations before en-
tering upon the consideration of the
subject. The Grand Chapters of
Magsachusetts and Iowa have spoken
with no uncertain sound in their en-
dorsation of our action, as will De
seen upon an examination of the Re-
port of our Committee on Ioreign
Correspondence; and I am satisfied in
stating, at least as my opinion, that
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when the facts become known the
sister Graud Chepters will hestily ap-
Pprove of our position and action.

Before loaving this subjsot I take
the opportunity of thanking, on bs.
half of this Grand Chepter, several of
our Grand Representatives, and cther
dist nguished Magons in the United
Btates, as I have already done by
lotter, for the zeal and interest in our
behalf.

GRAND CHAPTER OF ENGLAND,

The Appendix to the proceedings
for 1888, before alluded to, discloses
the situation betwsen the two Grand
Chapters. That Grand Chapter has
granted & duplicate warrant fo a
chapter which had unanimously sur-
rendered its warrant for fransmission
to the Grand Chapter of England, and
had effiliated with this Grand Chap-
ter as Mount Horeb. No further
<orrespondence has been had on the
subject. The coninection between the
Grand Lodge of Oraft Masons and
-Grand Chapter of England (the latter
being an adjunct of the former), ren-
ders action by this Grand Chapter
. alone more difficult. To produce the
! best results there should be joint
action on the part of the Grand Liodge
" and Grand Chapter of this Province.
It is to be regretted that, on the
Tormation of this Grand Chapter, the
withdrawal of the English warrants,
then in existence, had not been in-
sisted on. The difficulty with the
‘Grand Lodge of M. M. M. of England
would not have occurred. The pre-
tence of a right which they rest on
the claims of these blue lodges and
chapters upon them, as disclosed in
the correspondence, conld not have
existed. But we were young and
reposed confidence in the good faith
and fraternal spirit of a Grand Lodge
and Grand Chapter from whom we
had originally sprung, and which we
hoped had learned by experience that
the world moves on this continent,
and would heartily and fraternally
zejoice in the prosperity of the craft
in this Proviuce as an indication also

of n general advance in matorial proz.
perity and intelligence therein. If
wo desire o retzin the respact of tho
gister Grand Bodies, and preserve
our own self-respeot, vte must not
permit any other Grand Body to
oceupy terrifory which legitimately
belongs fo us. :

No instructions having been givenr
me by the Grand Chapter, and no de-
mand or request having bern meade to
me since the last convocation, I have
not felt at liberty to preocipitate a con-
fliot with that Grand Chapter; bat I
now submit the matter to you, with
the reflection that a longer delay will
be highly injurious, and with the
hope that some definite action will be
taken. There should be but the ons
contest. The sister Grand Bodies
will become heartily sick of us, if wo
gontinue to spread the fight over so
many years. It is tiresome fighting
the adversary iu detachments. Lt
usg fling our banner to the breeze and
attack by Masonic methods, and with
Masonic weapons, our adversaries all
along the line. If we do not do so,
we do not deserve fo succeed. Better
far to contend and fail than by a con-
tinuance of the present system trang-
mit to our children & heritage whick
we had not the manliness to defend
nor the strength to support. Buf we
shall succeed if we wisely but irmly
insist upon our whols righis.

CONOCLUSION,

This, my companions, is & brief
gketoh of my stewardship during my
term of office. I leave it with con-
fidence in your hands, trusting thaf
the Most High will grant yougzl}
necessary wisdom in considering o
raatters therein laid before you:§ R
the result may be conducive to: tha
best interests of the order. I grate-
fully acknowledge the valuable aid
and advice of my predecessorsin office
as well as other officers of the Grand
Chapter, which has been cheerfally
given, and withont which I should
have been surroundsd with many
perplexities.
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And now may the Great I Am
guide us all in our deliborations.
~ H. L. Rosmsox,
Grand Z. of the G. C. of Qucbee
FVaterloo, 218t January, 1884.

3L W. BRO. £ H. JOHNSON'S AD-
DRESS TO GRAND LODGE
OF QUEBEC,

The Grand Master opened his ad-
dress by alluding to the fact that he
noticed many present who had been
stonthered together on the 20th day
of October, 1869,” “in an upper
room” in the city of Montreal, for the
purpose of organizing the Grand
X:odge, and now he found them ¢still
true, faithful and loyal in their alle-
giance. Stiil: prepared, I trust, to do
battle for the cause they then so zeal-
ously espoused. Still prepared to
defend the tervitory of this Grand
Yiodge against all invaders and
usurpers.”

“We view with pride the rapid
shyides this plece has msade within
the last few years, We mnote with
satisfaction the fact that foremost in
$he front ranks of her eminent oiti-
xens, in the learned ‘professions, and
in all the walks of life, stand members
of our cherished fraternity. Sher-
brooke welcomes us here. May our
Ppresence proye beneficial. Happy
are we to know that the life of our
beloved Queen has been precious in
Mis sight during the past year. Long
znzy she live to ba tho Patroness of
our order in England. The re-elec-
#ion of His Royal Highness the Prince
of Wales to the Grand Mastership of
230.Grand Liodgeof England, gives
@augyeat encouragement.

Fectirheir tributes other Queens have laid
T+ Opon the land and sea;
But never earthly monarch swayed
So-many hearts as she,

«And for her traly gallant hetr,
A. kindred love prevails;
@God, hear a nation’s fervent })rayer,
Giod bless the Prince of Wales.”
«During the past year ‘the last
enewy’ has made imroads in our
zanks. Many brethren have fallen

beneath big thrusts. One by one we-
have laid them aside. May the
thought that the time will come, soon-
er or later, when we, too, shall be sum-
nmoned into ‘the eternal presence’
moke us more diligent and faithful in
the discharge of our high Masonic
trusts. It is my sad duty to inform
you that _n the 8rd day of June Iast
I received intellizence of the death of
our late M. W. Bro. W. B. Simpson,
P. G. M. of G. L., of Canada. A de-
sive was expressed that his funeral
services should be sonducted by G. L.
of Quebee. I immediately instructed
our Grand Secretary to summon G.
L. for the purpose. Our departed
brother wags mede & Freemason in
Sussex Lodge, Brockville, on the Znd
Maroh, 1858, being thirty-five years
of age. He entered upon the work
with enthusiasm and energy. He
brought fo the craft a bright intellect
and matured judgment. He spon
saw the advisability and necessity of
forming & Grand Liodge in Carada..
The interests of the oraft required it.
To this end a preliminary meeting
was held at Niagara Falls in July,
1855, at which he was present and
took an active part. At his sugges.
tion a convention was called at Ham-
ilton on the 10th October, 1856,
which resulted in the formation of a
Grand Liodge. He was elected D. D.
G. MM, for one of the most important
distriots. In 1860 he was elected D.
G. M. On the 15th July, 1864, he
was elested G. M., which high office
ke ably filled during the following two
years, Althougli dgvoting much time
to Craft Masonry, he still fcunl op-
por.".ity to advance to the higher
walkc of Mesonic life. As a brother
he was esteemed. As a public official
ke was respected. On the morning
of the 6th day of June, Grand Liodge,
eccompanied by M. W. Bro. Col. A,
A. Stevenson, P. G. M. of G. L. of
Canada, and P. G. M. Col. Hatton,
889, C. G. Geddes, 82°, H. S. Evans,
82°, W. S. Walker, 82°, together with
a large number of G. L. officers and
brethren, proceeded from Montreal ¢
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Homewood, Coteau Landing, the an-
coatral rasidencs of our late lamented
brother. We were met there by R.
W. Bro. W. L. Hamilton, D.D. G. M.
of Prince Edwari Distriet, Canada,
and R. W. Bro. George W. Wilkin.
gon, P. D. D. G. M. of Ancient of St.
John, a lodge with which our deceas-
ed brother was at one time connect-
ed. Being a member of the Church
of England, the beautifully impressive
porvice of that Church was read by
His Lordship the Bishop of Ontario,
nssisted by the Rev. L. A. Young.
A lorge and mournful concourse of
friends followed the remains to their
last resting-place. The band of the
1st Prince of Wales Rifles, playing
the Dead March in Saul, preceded the
‘band of faithful brethren in that
‘melancholy march from that small
country church to the lonely country
graveyard. M. W. Bro. A. A. Steven-
son, repreesnting the G. L. of Oan-
nda, ebly agsisted me in the service at
the grave. 'We surrounded the mor-
$2l remains of our lamented brother,
and deposited the sprig of evergreen,
emblematical of that immortality
w7hich, we trust, his soul has entered
apon. And amid the singing of
spring birds, the bursting of buds,
the blossoming of early flowers, be-
mneath a grand old oak, with the wind
sighing through the branches of the
balm of gilead, and beside the River
St. Lawrence, whose waters he loved
so well, we left our brother at rest,
awaiting the coronation day.

sAnother, too, has passed into the
valley and under the shadow, one who
was eminently serviceable to the craft
at the time of the ineception and
organization of this Grand Lodge. I
{ind that R. W. Bro. Borlase was,
ander the Grand Liodge of Canada,
D. D. G. M. for the Bastern Town-
ships District. His name appears ap-
pended to a circular addressed to all
the lodges in the Eastern Townships
and Quebec Districts, calling s con-
vention to be held in Montreal, to take
into consideration the state of Masonry
ip the Province of Quebsc. This

bears date July, 1868. He presided
at that very important meeting. He
witnessed the consumration of his
efforts in the formation of this Grand
Lodge on the 20th Ooctober, 1869.
He hes left his impress on a very in-
teresting page of Masonic history.
Peace bs to his ashes; rest to his
weary soul.

“Eminent and esteomed brethren in
other jurisdictions bave been ealled
to lay aside their working tools. We
mourn their loss and sympathiza with
the bereaved. Bat, having confidence
in one of the cardinal tenets of our
faith, we believe that the time will
come when He, our elder Brother,
who raised His voise at the grave of
His fiiend, will again spesk, and call
earth’s true, tried and faithful ones
from the domains of death to a
lgllfox:ious immortality awnd eternal

e.)) 3

He then referred to their meeting
fur the first time in Sherbrooke, the
metropolis of the Eastorn Townships.
He feelingly alluded to the honored
dead ; spoke in glowing terms of the
gr2at charities of the Grand Liodges
of England and Canada, and urged
similar efforts for Quebee, and in re-
ference to the Grand Lodgze of Canada,
said: “It was my privilege to attend
the twenty-eighth annual commurica-
tion of that Grand Body in the month
of July last, accompanied by the M,
W. Bro. Graham, P. G. M., M. W.
Bro.Tyler,P.G.M.; M.W.,Bro.W.J.B.
Maclieod Moore, Grand Prior and P.
G. M., together with several officers
and past officers of this Grand Liodge.
We were received in the mos$ ecurte-
ous, friendly and fraternal manner,
The event will ever remembered.”

He next noticed Bro. J, Ross Rob-
ertson’s noble gifts to the craft; said
he had granted one dispensation to
“mgke, pass and raise a candidate in
less time than is required by the con-
stitution,” and raported granting sev-
eral others to private brethren to
wear “regalia on festive occasions,
aad aftending churech ;” announced
the amalgamation of Antiquity I:odge,
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No. 1, and Victoria Lodge, No. 26,
the new lodge retaining Antiquity’s
charter; spoke of the present re-unions
of the oraft at Missisquoi Park,
Frelighsburg and Lake Mumphre-
magog.

In referring to temperance he said:
-—4%This is an age when strenuous
efforts are being put forth by good
men and true, in the church and out
of it, to stay the tide of intemperance,
which like & wild wave has so loag
rolled over our country. Iu this good
work, my brethren, we must not be
backward. By precept and by ex-
ample let it appear that we are en-
gaged in it. It is a %enet of our
faith. T call your earnest attention
to the same.”

Grand Master Johnson reported
having made several visitations, and

dress was eo important t-at wo givo
it in fall:—
“RELATIONS WITH ENGLAND,

“Y approach this portion of my
address reluctantly but fearlessly.
Reluotantly, because tho question iz
of such vital importsnce to thiz
Grand Lodge, and in its solution fond
ties may be severed and hearts mado
sad. My views and expressions will
be sharply oritisised. Comment and
discussion will ensue throughout tho
entire Masonic world. Many en
anxious eye is evez now tarned
towards us. Fearlessly, beoause X
am conscious of the rectitude of ony
cause and the strength of our position.
Confidently we will appeal to that
great tribunal, the court of dernier
resort, the Grand Lodges of the world,
and patienily await the verdict. ¥

appointed Grand Representatives for | wish to call your attention to a fow
Towa and Greece. Uader the heading | circamstances connected with this
of New Grand Lodges, he said: —“The G. L., from the time of its inaugure.
Grand Lodge of New South Wales  tion down to the present, to trace its
wes founded in 1877, since which | struggle for the pringiple of Masonic
{ime she has beon seeking recogni. | supremaocy during the years of ifs

tion. Her efforts have been very} existence. I shall do so but briefly,
successful. At the last Communica- | 88 they have been sc often before

- tion of Grand Lodge of Canada a,you that you are familinr therewitl,
hearty welcome was extended to her, | though, it is possible some of the
She has, I anderstand, & majority of' younger brethren may not be quits
private lodges of the Scotch and Irish | conversant therewith. It was four-
Fegisters with her, but not of the ; teen years ago last October since this
English Register. The concurrent | G. L. was formed. At that time the
jurisdiction of three, and now four, , Grand Lodges of England, Scotland,
Grand Lodges i that colony, must, and Canada were in possession of

prove anything but advantageous to
the eraft.

VICTORIA.

“This far-off sister colony is strug-
gling for Masonic Independence. On
the vecond day of July last. a Grand
Lodge was organized at Melbourne.
It is sustained by a number of private
lodges, though not a majority. Here
also are found .lodges under the Eng-
lish, Scotch and Irish Constitutions.
A few Grand Bodies have recognized
this Grand Lodgs.

+I submit both cases for your con-
sideration.”

The concluding portion of the ad-

this territory, and had private lodges
herein. One of the fandamental
principles enunciated at that time
was sovereign, independent and ex-
clusive jurisdiction in and over the
Province of Quebec. It was the key
note in our appeal for recognition to
sister Grand Lodges. It was the
corner stone of our whole superstruc-
ture. Within one year from thab
time we were welcomed into the sis-
«wrhood of Grand Lodges by nins
Grand Bodies, stretching from Meine
to Nevada, including the Province of
Nova Scotia. At the first meeting of

this G. L., I find the then G. M., M.
W. Bro. Grahat ), giving utterance to
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tho following sentiment:—‘Having
duly confirmed the minutes of the
.gonvention of lodges that formed this,
the Grand Lodge of the Province of
Quebeo, and having solomnly ratified
and adopted all aots and proceedings
had at its organization, it is now fit-
ting and desirable, and in accordance
with the general custom of the oraft
under similar circumstances, that this
-G. L, deolare its sovereign indepen-
dence and its right to nndivided su-
premacy and to the exclusive Masonio
Jurisdiction within the Provinee of
Quebeo,’ During the following year
thirteen more Grand Lodges extended
to us & most oordial recognition,
making twenty-two in all. Ir M. W.
Bro. Graham's second annual address

he lays down the following funda-
mental principle;—In every distinet
territory having & legislature of its |
own, there exists the Masonic right
to found an independent sovereign
Grand Lodge. The consent of any
mother G. L., however desirable, is |
not essential or necessary., Nor ean

sny G. L. constitutionally interfere

with or in any way rightfally hinder
private lodges in the ¢xercise of their

inherent right to form a G. L. of their

cwn in such legislatively distinet

territory, no matter what prior au-

thority she may have exeroised over

them. A Grand Lodge thus formed

in unoccaupied or dissevered territory

possesses the inalienable right of |
exclusive jurisdiction over all sym-
bolioal lodges of Freemasons within
such territory.’ At this communica-
tion the following resolution was
passed by & majority of forty-three
votes:—‘That the Grand Master be
suthorized to proclaim at sny time
before the next annual communica-
tion of this Grand Lodge, as may
gseem best to him, non-intercourse
with any lodge or pretended lodge in
this jurisdiction that persistently re-
fuses tc recognize the supremacy »of
this Grand Lodge.’ In 1872 the
same eminent Grand Master an-
nounced to G. L. that we were in
fraternal communication with thir.y-

one'Grand Lodges. It wes during
this year that the correspondenco k-
fween the G. L. of Englond, then
presided over by His Lordship ‘ho
Marquis of Ripon, and ourselves com-
menced. In the month of June of
that year & copy of the foregoing
resolution was forwarded that Grand
Body., On the 29th August following
n reply was received thersto through
R. W. the Hon. W. Badgely, of Mon-
treal, enclosing an exftract from o
letter rsceived by him from the M.W.
thy G. M. of England. The defence
put forth by Mis Lordship at thab
time on behalf of the G. L. of Eng-
land consisted chiefly in an allusion
to an agreement entered iuto between
the G. L. of England and G. X. of
Canada at the time ot ‘he recognitior
of the latter by the former, namely:—
“That it was agceed that all such

| lodges as desired to remain under the

English Constituticn were at liberty
to do so, and that all their rights and
privileges wera to be retained, but no
othe: warrants would be issued by the
@. L. of England tolodges in Canads.’
The answer to this plea is, that since
‘that anfortunate article in the treaty
between the G.I.. of England and
the G. L. of Canada was agreed fo,
3ritish North America has undergone
radical political changes. The Pra-
vince of Csnada, which exzisted at
that time, and was the territory of G.
L. of Canada, is now no more. In
its place stand the Provinces of
Quebec and Ontario, with separafe
and distinet legislative governing
bodies. The lines dividing the
same are a8 well defined as are
thoge dividing the States of Vermont
and New Hampshice. A new order
of things has arisen. A new system
of government, to a great extent, hag
been introduced. A Dominion has
been constituted, composed of Pro-
vinces quoad, each to the other sepa-~
rate and distinet.

¢ Jnder the application of the terri-
tor'al principle, the Quebes Grend
Lodge was formed and t.ok posses-
sion of her legitimate territory. Suck
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formation and subsequent recognition
by the Mother Grand Lodge, Canada,
wested in her all the transmissible
wights of that Mother Grand Lodge to
*he eoxtent of trausferring to this

rand Lodge, all Master Masons sub-
jeob to her previous to our creation,
all her lodges and our share in the
gommon fund; and it went further.
Masoniclaw as to jurisdiction became
ot once applicable and this Grand
Jiodge became the sole Masonic power
in this Province. It was on the paré
of the Grand Lodge of Canada an
sbsolute assignment of all her terri-
torial rights in this Province in favor
©f this Grand Lodge, which thereby
Yecame seized thereof, and concur-
zently with the application of the
principle before mentioned, whkich at
oncs opersted in our favor, made this
Grand Lodge the possessor of the
derritory of Quebee, to the exclusion
of any other Masonic body. We
thereby became de facto the peer of
gister Grand Lodges, clothed with
¢he same powers, and possessing the
same rights. No continuing reserva-
%ion was stipulated in the act of re-
cognition iu favor of foreign lodges,
and even had there klenm, it is my
opinion, that so s¢c  as it became
apparent that such stipulation was
detrimental to craft Masonry in the
Province, such foreign lodges could
be invited to withdraw, failing which,
zesort could be had to the usual
MMasonic practices to remedy the
wrong.

«Daring this year, the Grand Lodge
of Louisians recognized the Grand
Ts0dge 1n the following terms:—That
£his Grand Lodge of Liouisiansa recog-
mizen the Grand Lodge of Quebes as
a just and legally constituted Grand
H0dge. And as such is entitled to
sole and exclusive Masonic jurisdic-
&ion in and over the Province of
Quebeoc, and hersby extends to her a
cordial welcome unto the family of
Grand Lodges.’ ‘

¢“Qur Fourth Annual Report dis-
closes the fact that we had established
fraternal relations with thirty-siz

Grand Lodges, which comprised
nearly all the Masoniec Grand Bodies
on this continent, and some in
Buorope,  The doctrine of Grand
Lodge Sovereignty is prominently:
broughtto the front in the proceedings.

“1874. .

“This year was made memorable
by the withdrawal of Grand Lodge of
Canads from this Province, and the
uniting of her private lodges with this
Grand Lodge. This happy event was
the occasion of much congratulation.
Since that time thess two Grand
Bodies have maintained the utmost
cordial and fraternal relationship,
each toward the uther. At the An-
nual Communication of this year an
earnest desire was expressed for the
early adjustment of the difficulties
between Eingland, Scotland and our-
selves.

«1875.

«“M. W. Bro. Dunbar announced in
his address that forty-three Grand
Liodges had acknowledged this Grand
Liodge as the sovereign Masonic au-
thority in and for the Province of
Quebee. Among these was the hon-
ored Grand Lodge of Ireland. He
also communicated the intelligence
that England had offered recognition
on terms similar to those npon which
she had recognized the Grand Liodge
of Canada, as stated heretofore. He
referred this important matter to the
Grand Lodge for its ‘careful consid-
eration.’ After much discussion, the
following resolution was passed by a
vote of eighty-four against seven :

#<That the ccnsideration of the
acceptance by this Grand Lodge of
recognition by the Grand Lodge of
Englard, in the terms proposed by
the latter, as set forth in the address
of the M. W. the Grand Mastsr, be
postponed until the next communica-
tion of this Grand Lodge, and that &
committee be appointed by the M. W.
the Grand Master to confer with
lodges now existing in this Provinece
under warrants from other juric lic-
tions, with a view to effect, if possible,
the amicable junction of said lodgag
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grith this Grand Liodge, and that said

committee xepoxt progress to the M,

Y7. the Grand Master, from time to

Hme, in order that such report may

e submitted for the consideration of

%his Grand XLiodge, whose decision

only in the matter shall be final.’
1876.

Agsin M. W. Bro. J. H. Graham,
pregided in the Grand Rast. We
dearn that he appointed & committee
an accordance with the foregoing re-
solution, “‘He exceedingly regretted to
seport that no conference had been
thad, chiefly on account of the non-
<o-operation of thesaid private lodges,”
#0 wit: St. Lawrence, St. Paul, St.
George, and Elgin. I would recom-
smend brethren to read the correspond-
ence had at that time on this subject.
He again declared ““That the exclusive
sovereignty of each Grand Todge
w7ithin its own territory must be main-
&ained. It is the foundation and cope-
stone of our Grand Lodge existence,
ond the principal source of our unity,
harmony and prosperity. For many
obvious and important veasons he
eould not recommend the acceptance
by Grand Lodge of the conditional
zecognitions proffered by the Grand
Ziodge of England.” This view was
endorsed by the Board of General
Parposes. The report declares that
we have received recogumition from
Zorty-two Grand Bodies.

1877.

M. W. Bro. Dunbar again presided.
He ccnveyed the grahifying intelli-
gence “That the Grand Lodge of
Scotland had opened fraternal com-
munication, and had exchanged Grand
Repicsentatives with this Grand
Tiudge.” This gave great pleasure to
she fraternity. It was thought an-
other foreign element was removed
from our midst. That the goal of In-
dependence and Sovercignty was al-
arost within onr grasp. Vain hope.

1878.

This Masonic year, that dawned so
auspiciously, closed amid confusion.
During this period the Grand Lodge

of Scotland withdrew her recognition
and recalled her commission to her
Grand Representative here. Not
satisfied with this shegranted charters
to form two new lodges within the
limits of this province. The then G.
M., M. W. Bro. Taif, ‘“Lostno time in
igsuing & proclamation declaring such
action on the part of Grand Lodge of
Scotland asan unjustifiableand unlaw-
ful invasion of the territory and juris-
diction of this Grand Lodge, declaring
the warrants irregular, and suspend-
ing intercourse between this Grand
Liodge and all in obedience thereto,
and the G. L. of Scotland and all in
obedience thereto.” G. M. Tait, con-
tinuing his very able addvress, says:—

“Brethren, not only does the ques-
tion of therecent action of the Grand
Lodge ot Scotlend now come before
you for your consideration, but it
seems to me a fitting time has arrived
to consider generally your relations to
those foreign Grand Liodges which had,
at the formation of our Grand Liodge,
and still have, subordinate lodges in
our jurisdiction working under them,
as well as these subordinate lodges
themselves.

“Brethren, you have seriously to
consider if patient protest against this
state of things may not pass into tacit
acquiescence. I leave the whole mat-
ter in yowr hands, believing that you
will give the subject that consideration
it deserves, and take only such steps
as will advance the interests of Ma-
sonry in general,and this Grand Lodge
in particular.”

The Board of General Purposes, in
reporting on the G. M. address, used
the following strong language:—

«Underthese circumstances—under
this great provocation—all its offers
of fraternal intercourse-and protection
to these foreign lodges, which existed
here prior to the recent acticn of the
G.L. of Scotland, having been re-
jected—it is surely time for this
Grand Lodge, if it desires to maintain
the respect of the craft throughout
the world, the estesm of its sister
Grand Liodges, and the support and
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-obedience of its own brethren, to
assert and maintain the authority and
disciphne with which, as a Grand
Lodge, it has been entrusted, and to
proclaim and enforce, as far as possi-
ble, by all proper and lawiul means,
that no lodge of Freemasons shall ex-
ist in the Province of Quebec which
shall not own allegiance to the M. W.
‘Grand Mastc and Grand Lodge of
Quebec—obey the laws made by it for
the government of lodges and mem-
bers of lodges—and contribute its por-
tion to the support of this Grand Lodge
and the relief of distressed brethren,
whether of our own jurisdiction, or
who, coming from other countries,
may be here in want and distress—
and that all lodges not acknowledging
this allegiance, and giving this sup-
port and obedience to the Grand Lodge §
of Quebec, shall be declared irregular
and illegal lodges, no matter by what
authority they may assume to act.” ‘

The following resolution, moved by
our Jate lameunted Bro. W. B. Simp-
son, seconded by M. W. Bro. Dunbar,
was passed.—

“Resolved,—That the M., W. the
Grand Master be and 1s liereby ear-
nesuy requested and authorized, either
by personal interview, or by the ap-
pointment of a delegate to the Grand
Lodge of England, to endeavor to
secure & speedy and amicable solution
of all pending difficulties between the
two Grand Lodges, and that the M.
W. the Grand Master do report the
result of this mission."”

1879.

M. W. Bro. Tait again Grand Mas-
ter. The committee referred to above
was named by the G. M. Circum-
stances prevented the members there-
of from going to England, ag was an-
ticipated. From the reports of differ-
ent Grand Lodges, it appeored that
the Grand Master was fully sustained
in the issuing of thisproclamation re-
garding the Scottish invasion.

1880.

Again M. W. Bro. Graham presided
over the dcliberations of this Grand

Lodge. Under the hedd of “England
and Scotland,” he expressed sironsz
Liope “that in the then immediato.
future he would be able {0 communi-
cate to G. L. a happy settlement of
all our difficulties. Correspondencd
and events strengthened his zpecta-
tions.” ¢But,” he went on .o say,
“shounld it be that these seemingly
well-grounded anticipations of & peace-
ful, honorable and constitutional ad-
justment of these unhappy interna-
tional differences be not soon realized,
the Grand Lodge of Quebec will be
fully prepared for any other emergency
which may unhappily arise; and, i
case it 1s unfortunately required
(which we fervently trust may not be},
there will be in readiness to submit,
for approval of Grand Lodge, at an
Emergent Communication, if need be,
such a course of action as, I believe,
will be strictly warranted by the con-
stitutions and ancient practices of the
Fraternity; and will, in my opinion,
be generally sanctioned and sustained
by the craft, as ‘Quebec’ has hitherto
been by nearly all the regular sister
Grand Lodges of the world.”

At this time we were in fraternal
intercourse with sixty Grand Liodges.

1881.

M. W. Bro. Graham apain G. R
Duwiing this year the three lodges
under the Scotch registers (Elgin,
King Solomon,and Argyle) suwrrender-
ed their charters and united with us.
A happy consummation of the earnest
and devoted labors of faithful brethrem
whose names will long beremembered.
There then remained the three lodges
under English Register, standing a
barrier to our supreme exclusive Ma~
sonic jurisdiction in this province.
To attain this end, so fervently de-
sired in the interest of this Grand
Lodge and of the craft at large, M.
W. Bro. Graham brought the full force
of his Masonic wisdom, his gread
abilities and untiring zeal and earnest-
ness. The correspondence with the
Grand Lodge of England was renew-
ed. Grand Master Graham address-
ing himself directly to His Royel
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Highness the &. M. of England, and
in g sories of letters that stand unex-
celled in Masonic literature, assailed
ond carried every stronghold and
barrier erected by that Grand. Body.
He corrected mistakes made by its
Grand Secretary, showed the errors
into which he had fallen. Proved
most conclusively that England had
2ot so thorough a knowledge of Ma-
sonic matters on this continent as she
wight have.

From constitutional precedents de-

our cause and. pretentions. Yet, no-
relief is afforded, aggressions are more-
frequent and of & more virulent nature.
In the address delivered cn that gcca~
sion we find the following:—
“Frequent and continued violations
with seeming intent and avidity, of
fundamental laws governing the craft
here, such as theacceptance of mater-
ial rejected by Quebec lodges, and the
like wrregularities,and with which pro-
bably no other Grand Lodge would
have borne with as long as the Grand

rived even from the records of Grand | Lodge of Quebec has; and thus the
Lodges of England and Scotland, | circumstances have been increasingly
from the jurisdictions of other por- | sggravated, and have thereby put &
tions of the Old World, as well as the | still greater strain upon the forbear-
116w, he established beyond a doubt | ance of this Grand Lodge.”

‘\hat we were,and are, entitled to have , I have thusendeavoredto follow the
and maintain exelusive Masonic juris- | principle of esclnsive jurisdiction as
diction in this province. He wrged | understood by this G. L. from the
the expediency, in the interests of the | time of itsformationuntil I was called
craft here and elsewhere, “That Eng- | upon to preside over its deliberations
1and either recall and cancel the war- , and measurably guide its destinies.
rants of these three lodges, or that , Another year has passed, and I fear

they become of obedience to the G.L.
of Quebec. That the joint occupancy
of this territory by two Grand Bodies
was tending to produce much uneasi-
mess, discord and confusion among the
oraft.”” No more earnest and forcible
language could have been used, yet all
inthe most fraternal spirit. But what
svailed the argument, the protest and
almost pleading? The Grand Secre- '
tary of that Grand iodge, in reply to ‘
one of the above-mentioned Iletters,
said: «“With reference to the points
once more urged in your lette on the
subject of the English lodges vy you,
H.R. H. our Grand Master can only
again express his regret that he can-
@ot comply with your wishes.” An-
other communication was addressed
to His Royal Highness under date of
June 14, 1881. This received a brief
fraternal reply. The ultimatum had
been given. The -correspondence
closed. Fuarther representations and
appeals would be of no avail.

At the -last communieation of this
G. L. held in the City of Quebee, the
BI. W. the then G. M, in a masterly
4nd most exhaustive manner set forth

the breach is wider to-day than it was.
The happy vealizations of our fond
hopes, labors and efforts, seems in.
definately deferred. If we may judge
from ihe tone of the public press, a
most deplorable state of affairs exists
in masonie cireles in this province, and
all arising out of England's determin-
ation to maintain her position, or
rather, perhaps, the determination of
these three private lodges to continue
with that Grand Body and bid defiance
to the only legally constituted Masonic
authority now existinginthisprovince,
England has recognized Grand Lodges
who, in their turn, have recognized us.
They Her peer, We Their peer, and
yet not Her peer.

In recognizing the Grand Liodge of
Peansylvania, the Grand Lodge of
Englend used the following language,
sentiments so inconsistent with her
present attitude towaxd us: «Hav-
ing perused your book of constitu-
tions, we reflect with pleasura that
the Grand Lodge of England has
given birth to & Grand Lodge in the
western world, whose strict 2dherence
to the ancient and imwmutable land-
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marks of our order reflests honor on
its original founders. We conceive
that in constityting your Grand Lodge
we necessarily communicated to it
the same independent Masonic au-
thority within your jurisdiction which
we ourselves possessed within ouvs;
amenable to no superior jurisdiction
under Heaven, and subject only to
the immutable landmarks of the order.
All Grand Lodges in Masonry being
necessarily free, independent and
equipollent within their respective
jurisdictions, which consequently ex-
cludes the idea of subjection to any
foreign authority, or the establish-
ment of an imperiwan in imperio.”

She, to whom we are bound by so
many ties, refuses to do for us that
which she has done for the stranger.:
The question now comes with in-
creased force, shall this state of affairs
longer exist? Shall we tamely and
guietly submit to have our rights
trespassed on and our territory occu-
pied by others? Sha'l we content
ourselves with the delusive declara-
tion that we are & Sovereign Grand
Body? With all due deference to
that Mother Grand Liodge whom we
love so much, and of whose ancestry,
benevolence, renown aud glory we
are go proud, I unhesitatingly answer
no! The time for action has arrived.
1 fear a longer submission will tarnish
our fair name and record with those
sixty-three Grand Liodges who have
extended to us the fraternal hand of
welcome &8 being their pesr, an inde-
pendent Sovereign Grand Body.
Many of them received us in an hour
of danger and peril, gave us much
comfort and support, and wished us
God-spesed. Our Masonic standing
in the Masonic world, our honor,
dignity and integrity demand youor
earnest and immediate attention to
this question. Y.et us either exercise
our oconstitutional privileges and
maintain the landmarks, or hereafter
hold our peage. We have done all in
our power to obtain an smicable ad-
justment of these differences. I ad-
vise that we now assert our rights,

avow our position. That all wha axe
not with us are against us, and de-
clare Magonic non-intercourse with
those lodges who will not array thems-
gelves beneath our banner and joim .
our register. This to be preceded by
due notice. Such, after much thought
and reflection, are my views. I sub-
mit them to you, leaving the matter
in your hands, believing that your
calm and deliberate judgment wilk
dictate to you that which is for the
best.
SECULAR PRESS.

During the past year articles have
appeared denouncing the fraternity
in no measured terms. We have
been accused of shielding and cover-
ing other seoret organizations with
our mantle. I have not deemed if
my duty to controvert such agsertions,
trusting to the working of the order
to dispel these delusions. In thig
Province, ag elsewhere, we seek to
aceomplish good, nob to sow the seeds
of discord and evil. We know no
isms, either in theology, politics orsa-
ciety. We submiseively yield ohedi-
ence to the powers that be, whether
in church or state. We assail no
man’s convictions. We seek not con-
verts. 'We acknowledge our God,
and the Bible as his revealed will.
We belisve in Hig Fatherhood and
the brotherhood—man. We mask
emphatically deny that we are in fel-
lowship or communion with any
other secret society.

CONCLUSION.

The year now closing has been one
of anxiety, trial and perplexity.
Those who know us not have spoken
ill of ns. Bub our fiercest assailants
have been from within, They have
been wicked and virulent. They
have brought reproach on this time-
honored institution. They have
caused the finger of scorn fo be point-
ed at us. They have caused the ir-
guiry, Where now are your prin-
oiples? They have caused our hith-~
erto good name and legal status fo bo
questioned. Theirs he the responsi~
bility. Freemasonry in the past haa
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undergone trying ordeuls, and has
oome forth triumphant. Disuourage-
ment and failure are not erablazoned
onourstendard. Faithfully, earnest-
1y let us pursue the even tenor of our
way, living rather than talking Ma.
gonry. Pursuing such & conrse, vie-
tory will attend oar efforts.

I must express my thanks to our
venerable Grand Secretary for his
faithful attention to the duties of his
office, as well as to my associate
officers.

To the eminent brethren who have
preceded me I am under greatb obliga-
tion for their werrds of counsel and
advice.

The thanks of this Grand Lodge
are due to M. W, Bro. A, A, Steven-
gon, P. G. M., and M. W. Bro. Thos.
White, M. P., P. G. M., for valuable
services rendered during the year. I
should be an unfaithful chronicler
did I not in this connection make
special mention of the names of M.
W. Bro. Tait, . G. M., and R, W.
Bro. T. P. Batler, P.D.G. M., as Lav-
ing been faithful in season and out of
season in the interests of this Grand
Body. I now return to you the high
{rust you reposed in me 8 year ago,
fervently praying that He who has so
signally favored this Grand Lodge in
the past will still continue to bless
her, to guide and direct her course,

E. R. Jomxson,
Grand Master.
Stanstead, January 25, 1884,

MASONRY AND CHRIf,TIANITY.

A STRIKING ANALOGY.

The secret, quiet, and yet potent
influence that emanates from Free-
masonry, an influence which mani.
fests ifeelf not with ostentation or
parade, but by tranquil methods,
while it meets the approbation of all
inifiates, and is not excepted to even
by impartial thinkers among the pro-
fane, hag had the fortune to evoke
from ultre~religionists, both Romean
Catholic axd Protestant, unsparing

condsmnation. These fanatics vill
not consider whether the fundamental
principles of Freemesonry are corzact,
or moraily helpful, but the simple
foot that the Fraternity is secret, im
the sense of exoluding from its meet-
ings all but initiztes, causes it to
receive their emphatic disapproval.
They seem to forget that for several
centuries Christianity itself —2s8 &
secret socieby—more purely so than
Freemasonry is now, in that all of its
principles were secref, and its meet~
ings were all held in secret, and af
night, at which none but Christians
were permitted fo be present. No
Masonic lodge is more jealously tyle@
now than & Christian assemblags
was then. More than this: The
gecrats of Christianity were commu-
nicated only to initiates, and theses
initiates, were first made Christiang,
then advanced in Christianity, and
finally 7aised to & knowledge of all
the eporrheta of Christianity. Thera
were three degrees in Christianity.
Its religious systemn was known as
Disciplini Arcani, the Discipline of the
Secret, There was an exoteric and
esoteric doctrine. The three classes
who received the three degrees of the
Primitive Church were the Catecha-
mens, the Competentes, and the M-
minati, or Mystae. In the first de-
gree of Christianity the candidate was
baptized — Baptism introduced the
believer to the Christian Mystery.
The secret dootrines taught in tho
several degrees were those of tha
Trinity in unity, the Incarnation of
the Liogos, or Son of God, the Cruci-
fixion, the Resurrection and the secref
of the Liturgy. Baptisma initlated
the candidate, while a participation
in the Yiord’s Supper, or Eucharist,
marked the raising of the candidate
to the highest degree of Christizm
light and doctrine. Freemasons will
observe the remarkable analogy he-
tween the secret character of primi-
tive Christianity, and its division info °
degrees and Freemesonry. Batthis
analogy extended even further. The
meetings of the eaxly Christians were
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held exolusively ab ight. Indeed,
the advent of the Founubr of Christi-
anity took place at night, the Lord's
Supper was institated "at night, and
the Resurrection ocourred at night.
In the time of Justin Martyr (A. D.
170) Christianity was positively &
seoret society; but a few years later
it became, if possible, still more so.
In the time of Pope Innocent I. (A.D.
4p2-417) Bishop Decentius consulted
the Pope upon the subject of the
Sacramental Rites, when he was told,
«‘That instead of asking for explana-
tions in writing about the secref
things, he should have contented
himself with observing what took
place in the celebration of the Mys-
teries, at which he had several times
assisted.” And, after giving some
sage advice, Pope Innocent I. con-
oluded : **As tothe other things about
which we are not permitted to write,
Fou will ask us when you come hers,
and we will be able to answer. A
written communication would betray
he secret.” (Migne’s Patrology, vol.
20, p. 51).

Twenty-eight times in the New
Tastament do we find the words Mys-
tery or Mysteries. For example:
*“Wo speak the wisdom of God in a
mysiery, even the hidden wisdom.”
{I Corinthians, ii. 7). Again, “Be-
hold I skow you a mystery,” (I Corin-
thians, xv. 51); “the fellowship of
the mystery, which from the begin-
qing of the world hath been hid in
God,” (Ephesians iii, 9). The Rev.
Dr. Lundy tellsus: ““The grand secret
wes that of the mysterious Trinity,
whispered in the ear, like the mystic
and awful aum of tho Hindus, indi-
eative of their triune god.” Through-
out candidates were instructed both
orally and by symbol. All through
the writings of the Fathers of the
Church may be found references to
this Christian Mystery, especially in
St. Ireneus, Clement of Alexandria,
St. Basil the Great, and St. Cyril of
Jderusalem, The last named says:
«The fulness of the glory belongs to
1hose who are already illuminated;

the blindness is that of unbelieverg,-
These mysteries the Church commn-
ricates to him who is going out of”
tha class of catechumens. Nor is it
customary to reveal them to the hea-
then, for we do not tell to any heathen
the secret mysteries concerning the’
Father, and the Son, and the Holy
Ghost. Neither do we openly and
plainly speak of them among the
catechumens, but only in a covert
and recret manner, so that the faith--
ful who know them may not be
injured.”

In the Catacombs of Rome, which
furnished the secret place of mesting
of the primitive Christians, are many
inscriptions, but none that, if dis-
covered, as they afterwards were,
could betray any of the secrets of”
Christignity. Its initiates were
striotly forbidden to paint, cut or
carve any reference to iis mysteries,
The secrets of initiation, of the Lit-
urgy, and the dootrines of the Trinity
and the Xucharist, cannot be found
traced among the - mpltitudinous
druwings on those walli. As the:
French writer, Migne, says: “The
rule of the Seeret Discipline applied
as well to the monuments as to the
catechumens, <. e., the law of pra-
dence and reserve, not to divulge the
seorets of Christianity. Epitaphs,
sculptures and paintings had to be
equally reserved as to these mysteries
as oral teaching because the rule was
established when the Christian assem-
blies fook refuge in the Catacombs.”
This reads like Freemasonry, hut it
is only Christianity.

Such was early Christignity. I
affords & most striking parallel to
Freemasonry. Have Roman Cath-
lics and fanatical Protestants forgot-
ten this, or did they never know it ?
Freemasonry to-day is far less a secreb
society than Christianity was for three
or four centuries. Our principles are
avowed. Our faith is avowed. Our
places of meeting are avowed. Our
Masonic Temples are landmarks.
‘Why should Masonry have any ene-
mies 2—Keystone.
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Sl Onoding Genflen,
Port Hope, March 15, 1834

GRAND LODGE OF QUEBEC RE-
COGNIZES GRAND LODGE OF
NEW SOUTH WALES.

The recognition of the Grand Lodge
of New South Wales by the Grand
Yiodge of Quebec, places the Grand
T:odges of the Dominion in accord on
the question of Colonial Masonic inde-
pendence, and is proof that Colonial
Masons are realizing the fact that
they must uphold their rights and
privileges before the tribunal of the
Masonic world. The recognition of
the Grand Lodge of Victoria was,
we regret to say, postponed iill further
information would be obtained. But,
of course, it is only & matter of time,
before all Colonial Grand Lodges,
with the Grand Liodges of the United
States, will have been recognized.
She is a legal and legitimately consti-
tnted Grand Lodge, and it is foolish
to delay recognition, especially when
e know that its jinal recognition is
certain.  'We congratulate, then, the
Grand Liodge of Quebec upon having
done justice to ber sister Grand Liodge
in New South Wales, and we con-
gratulate the latter upon another link
being added to her chain of fraternal
Iove.

SUPREME GRAND COUNCIL A. &
A. BITE, 330, GREAT BRITAIN
AND IRELAND.

We to-day received the announce-
ment from M. Il. Bro. John Yarker,
88°%, Sovereign Grand Council, that
with the assistance of Iil. Bro. Cheva-
Ler Theo. H. Tebbs, 88°, Grand Rep-
resentative of the Supreme Council
for Canada and Newfoundinnd, that

Bupreme Grand Couneil of the A.&A.
Rite, 88° hed becen organized for
Great Britain and Ireland. All the
brethren are Masons of high standing,
and several of them distinguished for
their literary and scientific labors.
The following are the names of the
officers: IIl. Bros. John Yaxker, 83°,
M. P., Sovereign Grand ‘Commander;
C. M, Wilson, 83°, 1st Lieutenant
Grand Commander; T.H.Southwood,
88°% 2nd Lieutenant Grand Com-
mander; Jos. Hawkins, 88° 2nd
Lieutenant Grand Commander; T. M
Campbell, 88°, Grand Orator; Clyde
Duncan, 83°, Grand Min. of State;
M. L. Davies, 88°, Grand Chancellor;
Colin McKenzie, 83°, Grand Secretary
General, H. E.; and W. S. Streddaro,
88° Grand Treasurer General H.
B. .

The Sovereign Body meets trienni-
ally, and as far as we can understand
is a sort of Convent-General of the
Cerneau Body of Great Britain, as a
Supreme Grand Council has been
established for each country. Bro.
John Yarker is the Sovereign Grand
Commander for England, and the
following are the names of the fost
officers of the Supreme Grand Council
of Scotland: M. Il Bro. T. M. Camp-
bell, 38°, Sovereign Grand Command-
er; Il Bro. Clyde Duncan, 88°, 1s§
Lieutenant Grand Commander; and
0. L. Shaw, 88° Grand Secretary
General.

In Ireland, the following brethren
occupy the three important positions
for the Sovereign Body: M. Il Bro.
C. M. Wilson, 83°, Sovereign Grand
Commandes; M. L. Davies, 389, 1st
Lieutenant Grand Commander; and
1. H. Southwood, 88°, Grand Secre-
tary General.
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M. Til. Bro. L. H. Henderson, 82°,
88°, M.P., Sovercign Grand Com-
mander; Ill. Bro. Oronhyatekha, 83°,
and Capt. T. H. Tebbs, have been
nominated honorary members of the
Sovereign Body of Great Britain, and
Representatives will be immediately
exchanged with all the Cerneau Bodies
in the werld. This movement will
greatly strengthen the hands of the
Cerncau Rite, anl doubtless produce
an amalgamation between the two
Cerneau Bodies in the United States,
and also cause & union in Canada. If
this result is effected a great impetus
will be given to the Cernean branch of
the Scottish Rite. 1

ADDRESS TO M. W. BRO. DANIEL
SPRY, G. M. OF G. L. OF
CANADA.

The Grand Master being on a visit
to his friends at Ridgetown, the Ma-
sonic fraternity determined to present
him with an address. He was invit-
ed to the lodge-room, where Bro.
Nathaniel Mills read the following:—

Tv Most Worshipful Dro. Daniel Spry,
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of
A F. & 4. M. of Canada :

On behalf of the members of Howard
Lodge, No. 891, and the visiting
brethren here present, we hereby
tender you a hearty welcome to our
town and lodge.  Although not visit-
ing in an official capacity, we could
not ket the fact of your being in our
midst, among your friends, pass with-
out showing some token of the esteem
in which you are held by us in being
always ready and willing to put your
shoulder to the wheel in promotin
the interests of the craft, although
many of us are personally unacquaint-
ed with you, yet your untiring energies
in forwarding all useful Masonic en-
terprises and the esteem in which
you are held as a truly loyal Canadian

citizen, have made us familiar witla
your name and inspired us with a de-
gire for a better acquaintance. We
assure you that it was with deep feel-
ings of regret that we frst heard of
- our illness, and it iz with feelings of
extreme pleasure that we learn of your
partial recovery, and we sincerely
hope and trust that, under the benign
influence of the Great Architect of the
Universe, you may soon be complete-
ly restored to full health and vigor.

We hope your visit to our towm
and lodge will be to you a pleasure
not soon to be forgoften, as we feel
your presence a profit and a pleasure
to this lodge and the brethren.

J. A. C. ANpErson,
W. Master.

JorN ErviorT,
Secretary.

Ridgetown, Feb. 22, 1884,

Bro. Spry replied, and thanlked the
brethren for their kindness in present-
ing him, so unexpectedly, with an ad-
dress, 'When he was invited to come
to the lodge, he was told that it was
to meet some of the brethren and fo
make their personal acquaintance. Ef
was therefore with more than ordinary
swrprise that he listened to the address
of welcome which Bro. Mills had jusé
read. He was much pleased with his
visit to the west, and especially was it
gratifying to make the acquaintance
of the brethren of so rising and enter-
prising a place as Ridgetown, where
he not only made new acquaintances,
but renewed old associations, having
that evening met, after a separatiom
of many jyears, V. W. Bro. John
Duell, who was initiated into Masonry

S 1 in the same lodge as himself. He

regretted that ill health prevented
him replying in a more extended
speech.

<t

1 Subscribe for Tae CRAFTSMAR,
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GRAND LODGE OF SOUTH AUS-
TRALIA,

‘We are in receipt of a communica-
tion from R. W. Bro. H. M. Addison,
of Adelaide, South Australia, in which
he favors us with full particulars re-
garding the action of our brethren in
that province towards the formation
of the Grand Lodge of South Aus-
tralia. It appears that out of the
thirty-three lodges in the colony,
twenty-seven only have yet discussed
the question, and they haveall carried
2 motion to aid in its orgamization,
and from an analysis forwarded to us
by the same distinguished brother, we
find the following summary, under

heading of
Analysis showing results of labors of the Ex-
ecutive Cl ittee of the M ic Union of

South Australia, up to the 27th October,
1883, with regard to obtaining the written
consent of eackh contributing member of the
craft to join the said Union, and to use his
best endeavors lo form a Grand Lodge of
f’re{q and Accepted Masons of South Aus-
raind.

PEEET Slg | T8 .
5 |2 |23 |58Aq
=2 |2 |3 | Z3w8
5% |5 2518 | BnEr
LODGES. Eg‘? ,?: §~§§ gegg
3 o o . [<]
833 24 . El2g| Aog2
Sghl o8 |og|al] ean
GRS RGEL R
2n) P | O] P|For|agst
SUMMARY.
EnglishConstitu-
ton...........t 1,280 983 { 241} 16 | 35 \——
Irish Constitut’n| 373] 260 | 76/ 18 {16 1
Scotch Constit'm| 411} 314} 70) 7| 12 |—
2,073]11,562| 803) 1 | 63 | 1
Duplicate Votes| = | 6 1
Total Votes.... 1,825 42

N. B~Every Bro. who has roplied to the
Chairman’slétter and has not pledged him-
self 1o suEport and farther it3 objects has
been marked as declining to join the Union,
even though he may have expressed himself
in favor of a Grand Lodge, but nevertheless
d:gggte.d to take no active part in the move-

This is most satisfactory to the
friends and advocates of Colonial Ma-

|

sonic Independence. The formatiopm
of this Grapd Lodge by such am
immense majority (possibly unsninz-
ity) of the representatives of /odges
in the jurisdiction will greatly adance
the cause, and assist the Grand Lodge
of Victoria in her efforts to advunce
the interests of the ecraft.

We heartily congratulate our breth~
ren in South Australia upon the
auspicious manner in which the
movement has commenced, and hopa
soon to welcome the Grand Lodge of
South Australia into the Sisterhood
of Grand Lodges. Bro. Addison’s’
speech, reported in the Rough Ashlar,
is thorough, clear, and logical, and if
the craftsmen are only guided by his
able counsels, successmust crown thefe
efforts.

-
-

EDITORIAL ITEMS.

Tue Pythagoras is the name of the

‘official organ of the Grand Lodge of

Greece.

Tee Triunghiul hos been received.
It is very interesting, as it gives an in-
sight into Roumanian Masonry.

Tue Rough Ashlar, Adelaide, Sounth
Australis, has duly come to hand. ¥&
is an excellent masonic periodical, and
we are glad tonote it is to be enlarged.
We shall have more to sdy about it
shorsly.

————

Tae Supreme Grand Council of the
A. & A. Rite for Great Britain and
Ireland have elected M. Ill. Bro. L.
H. Henderson, 88° and 1ll. Bres.
Oronhyatekha, 83° and Capt. Theo.
H. Tebbs, 88°, honorary members of
that Grand Body, and appointed the
last named brother, G. Repregentativa
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near the Supreme Grand Counveil of
the A. & A, Rite for Canada and New-

foundland,
———ea
Tue Grand Lodge of Roumanid has

extended recognition to the Grand
Liodge of New South Wales.

. WE are in receipt of a courteous
and fraternal letter from V. W. Bro.
Wm. Beaumont, the able editor of
The Freemason, and Grand Clerk of
£he Grand Lodge of New South Wales,
in which he speaks enthusiastically of
the prosperity of his own Grand Lodge
and that of Victoria.

Tre Grand Lodge of Italy, Na,tioﬁal
¢nd Symbolique, has recognized the
Grand Lodge of New South Wales,
and requested an exchange of Grand
Representatives. This 1s the only
body in Ttaly that practices symbolic
Masonry, pure and simple, and has its
seat at Naples, hr ving been organized
for the kingdom of Naples and Sicily

in 1747,
————

Tae Freemason, London, Eng., has
some insulting remarks for the Ca-
nadian Templars, and sneers at the
Great Prior for accepting an election
ad vitum from a body so base as the
Great Priory of Canada. Canadian
Templars have been loyal to the
Prince, and 50 espressed themselves
in their address, but of course, unlessa
Colonial Mason or Templar erawls on
his hands and knees to his English
Masonic brethren, he is a scwrilous,
Jow brute,—that is about the meaning
of it. There is no truer old soldier,
or more loyal and staunch a British
subject, than the MacLeod Moore,
Great Prior ad vitum of the Great
Priory of Canada.

A contemporery says that Bro.
Ramsay, in the Corner Stone, asserts.
that the success of the Egyptian
Mosons in Ontario is due to their
loyalty to Grand Lodge, but hints
this is questionable, as the Musonic
World, the organ of the rite in the
United States, is constantly attacking:
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,
This is quite a different matter; the
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts was
the aggressor, and several Grand
Lodges in the United States have
sharply criticised heraction, yetwe pre-
sume they ave loyal to Craft Masonry,
Bro. Ramsay holds that all the higher
degrees are merely branches of the
trunk and root of Ancient Craft Ma~
sonry, and, consequently, every Ma«
son’s allegiance is due first to hig
lodge and Grand Lodge.

GO

NINTH ANNUAL COMMUNICA-
TION OF THE GRAND LODGE
OF MANITOBA,

Re-Election for the Fifth Time of 2, W,
B '0. 3. HMeadlcy Bell as
Grand Elaster,

The ninth annual communication
of the Grand Lodge of Manitoba wag
opened in the Masonic Hall, Winui-
peg, on the evening of the 18th of
February. There was & good attend-
ance, and the meeting was a very
satisfactory one, M. W. Bro. John
Headley Bell, Grand Master, read
the following able address;—

Brethren of the Grand Lodye of Manitoba

Ancient Free and Accepted Masons:

Once again the Masonic year has been
added to the vast cycles of time that
stretch into the past eternity. Once again
we have met as the representatives of an
honored and hallowed association. Once
again I extend to you a fraternal greeting,
and welcome you to the annunal communi-
cation of Grand Lodge. Once again we
have assembled to examine the work of the-
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post year and sep if it will bear inspection
and prove of such materials and workman-
-ship s are required in the symbolical tem-
ple we are erecting. Once agein around
this saored altar, with its open Bible, we
are to consult together for the best intorests
of the craft in this jurisdiction for the com-
ing year. For all these privileges let our
thanks go out to the Grand Master of
Heaven and earth, and before engaging in
the work before us let us implore His
blessing with the same spirit and sincerity
it was invoked wheu we first knelt within
the portals of Freemesonry.

SORROW,

The past twelve months have brought us
varied experiences; blessings which we
should gratefully remember and sorrows
which, sooner or later, we will forget, but
neither thankfulness nor regrets can stay
the onward march *of the Reaper whose
name is Death,” Since our last annual
communication M. W. Bro. ™ sv. Dr. Clark-
gon Clarke, the first Grand Master of
this Grand Liodge, has been called from
labor on earth to everlasting refreshment
in the Grand Lodge above. 1M, W, Bro.
Clarke presided at the convention when the
Grand Lodge was organized in May, 1875,
and was unanimously elected Grand Mas-
ter, He labored assiduously to perfect the
Constitution of the Grand Lodge, and to
gecure the formal recognition of sister
Grand Lodges, and in many ways rendered
efficient service to the craft. Ere thecom-
pletion of his term of office he had remov-
ed to another sphere of labor in one of the
eastern Canadian towns, his reraoval caus-
ing much regret to all the brethren. Eight
years in this rapidly growing country has
made great changes, and, consequently,
Bro. Clarke was known to ’ at very few of
the present members of trand Lodge.
Very few members (not half a dozen} are
here to-night that met with Bro. Clarke
when this Grand Lodge was called into
existence. Some have gone to other lands,
some there are whose first love has waxed
cold, some are lying on beds of pain, and
some have fallen asleep. On the few faces
left the furrows are deepening, telling that
autumn is coming on; the hair that then
was black and glossy shows now the frosts
of coming winter. Year by year those
faces are fewer in number, and soon, aye,
very soon, none will be left. Viewing the
steadily increasing harmony and prosperity
of Masoury in this great North west, need
I ask yon to keep in grateful remembrance
the founders of this Grand Lodge?

BY-LAWS.

During the year I have examined and
approved the by-laws of the following
lodges, viz., Gladstone, No. 11, Gladstone;

Prince Rupert’s, No. 1, Winnipeg; Kini

stino, No. 16, Prince Albert; Wascana, .
D., Regina, and Ionic, U, D., Winnipeg,

LAYING CORNER STONES.

Firat—On the 27th Augnet, by invitatiom
of the Worshipful Master (Bro. John Dick~
song the Waidens and brethren of Brandor
Lodge, No. 19, I laid the corner stone of
their new Masonic block in Brandon, with
the customary Masonic ceremonies, and o3
ustal with the Brandon brethren, the
Grand Lodge officers and other visiting
brethren, were treated with the greatest
courtesy and kindness. Iam pleased to ba
also able o report that the block has sinca
been completed. On the 27th December
being unable to be present) the hall was
uly dedicated by W. Bro. W. H. Whyte,
P. M. of Prince Coasort Lodge, No. 52, Gz
R. Q., who performed the ceremonies ab
my request, and has my warmest thanks
for his efficient sexvices on that oceasion.
Second—By invit. tion of the Mayor and
Council of the City of Brandon, on the 27Ttk
August, I laid the corner stone of the
county buildings and court house at tha&
place, with the usual Masonic ceremonieg.
Full particulars will be found in the pra-
ceedings of the special communication of
Grand Lodge of that date.

NEW LODGES.

Since our lact annual communication, I
have granted dispensations for new lodges
as follows:— ;

First—Wascana Liodge meets af Reging
on the first Tuesday of every month. Dig-
pensation granted on 20th February, 1883,
to fourteen patitioners, W. Bro. James HL.
Benson, W. M., A. G. M. Spragge, S. W.,
John A. Kerr, 3. W.

Second —Neepawa Lodge meets at Nee-
pawa on the Friday on or before full maon;
eight petitioners. Dispensation “granted
7th March, 1883, John A, Davidson, W.ML,
%Ig Fieldhouse, 8. W., J. J. Hamilton,

Third—Ionic Lodge meets at Winnipeg
on the first of every month, twenty-eights
petitioners.  Dispensation granted 26tz
May, 18383, R. W. Bro. Wm. Simpsos, W.
M., ¥ J. Dunlop, 8. W., W. W. Ross, J.W.

Fourth—Moose Jaw Lodge meets af
Moose Jaw on the second Tuesday of every
month, twenty-eight petitioners, Dispen-
sation granted 24th September, 1883, E. .
D. Hall. W. M., Dr. J. W. Rolph, 8. W,,
James M, Pritobard, J. W. A further dis-
pensation was granted on the 21st Novera-
ber, for Dr. Rolph to work the lodge and
confor degrees during the absence of the

Fifth—Glenwood Liodge meets at Souris
on the Friday on or after full moon, ten
petitioners. Dispensation gravted 24th.
December, 1683. James A. Ovas, W. 1L,
James C. Staogh, 8. W., W. A. King, J. W.

Y]
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- Sixth Bow River Lodge meets at Cal.
gary on the Monday on or before full moon,
4wenty four petitioners.  Dispensation
granted 10th January, 1884. Neville J.
Yindsay, W. M., Fred. L. Newman, 8. W.,,
George Murdock, J. W. ,

Other dispensations have been granted
1o lodges to wear regalia in publio on ce:-
tain special vccasions, also to confer de-
firees in less than one month, and also to
instal the W. M. eleot of Ancie.t Land.
mark Lodga, No. 3, he not having previous-
1y served as Warden These dispensations
¢ e either provided for by the constitution
«: allowed by the usages of Masonry, and
have only been granted wheu it seemed
proper from the circumstances of the case
as presented by the W. Master, the Secre-
1ary of the lodge, asking it, or the recom-
smendation of the District Deputy Grand
AMaster.

VISITATIONS.

During the year I have not visited offi-
cially any of the older warranted lodges,as
X had reason to believe that the D. D. G.
BLs were faithfully performing their
daties. I also had ample means of know-
ing tho state of nearly all the lodges either
through correspondence or by pe ‘sonal con-
‘versation with members of the various
Zodges.

On the 1st June, I was present and open-
ed Jonic Lodge, U. D., Winnipeg, and

ylaced the dispensation in the hands of R.
V. Bro. Simpson, W M., knowing so well
4%he staff of officers and the members of this
3odge, I have mo hesitation in strongly re.
eommending that this lodge be granted a
warrant,

On the 4th December, I was present at
o regular communication of Wascana
Todge, U. D., Regina, W. Bro. Benson, W.
EI., presiding. No degrees were conferred,
but from an examination of the books of
2he lodge, from other sources of informsa
%ion, and from the fact that Bro. Renson is
an old Past Master, I am satisfied that the
Grand Lodge would be justified in granting
a warrant to this lodge.

On the 15th December I was present at
on emergent communication of Moose Jaw
Tiodge, U. D., Bro. Dr. Rolph acting W.M.,
Bro, Davies, S. W., and Bro. Mitchell, J.
W. The first and second degrees were con
Jorred during muy visit, and the work was
tell done. The books are also correoctly
kept. I could wish that more of our
Jodges had brethren like R. W. Bro. Hull
for their first Master. After the lodge was
over all sat down to an excellcat dinner at
the Branswick House, and passed a very
pleasant hour. I would also reonmmend
¥hat this lodge be granted s warrant.

‘The books, etc., of these and the other
Zodges under dispensation will be laid be

fare you for inspection, and warrants asked

>

for, and as usual I am certain tkat war-
rants will not be granted unless deserved.

On the 27th December, I installed the
officers eleot of Hiram Lodge, No, 5, Kil-
dong», also of Prince Rupert's, No. 1,
Ancient Landmerk Lodge, No. 3, §t.
John's Lodge, No. 4, and Northern Light
Lodge, No. 10, Winnipeg. After the in-
stullation, by invitation of the committee
of management I presided at a splendid
Masonio banquet held in the Grand Union
Hotel, Winripeg. The attendance of
brethren was very large, toasts, songs and
speaches alternated and the ocoasion wasa
most enjoyable one. Through the excel
lent management of the committee & sum
of about seventy dollars was realized for
the benefit of the relief fund,

LODGES CONSTITUTED.

On the 20th March, accompanied by R.
'W. Bro. D. B. Murray, Deputy Grand Mas.
ter; R. W Bro. R. McCuaig, Grand Senior
‘Warden; V. W. Bro. George E. Fulthorpe,
and Bros. Stovill and Harrower, I went. to
Brandon and constituted Brandon Lodge,
No. 19, and installed its officers. After the
ceremonies were closed all sat down to an
elegant banquet. Those present will long
remerber one of the most enjoyable even-
ings they ever spent.

On the 17th April, accompanied by R W.
Bro. J. J. Johnson, Grand Treasurer; R, W..
Bro. C. F. Torest, Past Junior Grand
Warden; the late Grand Secretary, and
Bros. Alexander Taylor, Houston and
others, I went to Rat Portage and consti--
tuted Pequougal Lodge, No. 22, and in-
stalled its officers. An excellent banguet
followed the conclasion of the ceremonies
and the occasion will not be soon forgotten
by those who participated.

Recently the neat hall of this lodge was.
destroyed by fire and a considerable por-
tion of the furniture also destroyed, They
have succeeded in obtaining a new hall,
and are again in full working order.

On the 27th July, at Portage la Prairie,
I constituted Marquette Lodge, No 21, and
instelled its officers. Grand Treasurer
Johnson and other brethren from Winni-
peg accompanied me, and the Portage
brethren did all in their power to make
the visit & pleasant one, and I need hardly
say succeeded admirably.

The other lodges to which warrants were
granted at the last annual communication
of Grand Lodge have been constituted and
the officers installed by brethren comnmis-
sioned to do so.

CORRESPONDENCE AND DECISIONS.

The correspondence required dnring the
year has been somewhat laborious and the
information asked guite extensive, but gen-
erally only such as would naturally be ex-
pected where nearly all the W. Masters are
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ocoupying that honorable station for the
firet time. To the be.t of wy judgment
and knowledge I have answered the ques-
tions and given the inforgnation asked in
each case, or whenever a record of thesame
appeared necessary to be kept I have in-
straoted the Grand Secretary what to
xaply.

I am happy to be able to report that it |
bas not been necessary to give any
decisions.

THANKS.

I desire to express my heartfelt thanks
%o R. W. Bro. Wm. G. Scott for the very
efficient aid given and the valuable services
rondered since he accepted the office of
Grand Secretary. A great amount of work
1as been thrown upon him by the neglect
of the former Grand Secretary; and in fact
%he has within the last three months had to
do the work of nearly the whole year.

STATE OF THE LODGES.

There will ba laid before you the reports
of the District Deputy Grand Masters for
their respective districts. These reports
wrill explain fully the state of nearly all the
1odges under our jurisdiction

The Grand Treasurer's report, which
1will be laid before you, will show in detail
the amounts of his receipts and disburse.
ments, and the present finencial standing
of Grand Lodge.

The Grand Secretary will also report to
you the various matters that have come
within his official knowledge, and will also
give full statistical information.

In this connection I would strongly re-
commend that each lodge be supplied at
once with a historical register to contain
the following, viz., list of charter members,
the date of issuning the warrant, names of
Grand Lodge officers whose signatures ap-
pear on same, lict of officers of the lodge
or each year since its organization, with
space for continuation of the sume year by
wear, to be followed by the names of mem-
bers with columns for dates of initiations,
Ppassings, raisings, joinings, and name of
wmother lodge, deaths, suspensions, with-
drawals, etc. There are so many inac-
curacies in returns received that a complete
ond uniform systein of keeping lodge regis-
ters is absolutely necessary.

FOREIGN RELATIONS.

Qur relations with foreign and sister
Grand Lodges during the past year have
been of the most fraternal and harmonions
character.

At the last annual communication I re-
ported that new Grand Lodges had been
forined in Arizona and Peru, and were ask-
ing recoguition. Action, however, was de-
ferred for a your. In addition to these I
have now to call your attention to the

question of recognizing the mew Grand
Lodges of Victoria, Spain and Mexico,

Anotber manifesto hus been received from
the spurious Grand Lodge of Ontario, but
no surther action is regmired than that
Worshipful Masters of lodges be warned to
be on their guard and not to admit as
vigitors any hailing from it.

On the recommendation of the Grand
Masters of their respective Grand Lodges,
the following commissions have beew issued
to representatives near foreign Grand
Lodges since last annual communication:—

November 6th, Freedomm H. Church (in
place of R. W. Bro, Asht rood, left jurisdic.
tion), Utah.

November 7th, John D. Shurtliff, Ver.
mont.

November 16th, William T. Mitohell,
Michigan.

December 1st, Mathew M. Miller, Eansas.

Poranber 4th, John H. Hubbs, Nevada.

December 19th, John W. Widderfield,
Colorado.

January 10th, J. J. Spencer, Oregon.

s * W, H. Rolling, Virginia.
« W. H. Ruby, Maryland.

On my recommendation the following
representatives have, been appointed near
this Grand Lodge since last anpual com-
municationt—

Jobn L. Boultbee, Portage la Prairie,
Kansss.

Thomas Clark, Winnipeg, Iowa.,

W. H. Seach, Winnipeg, Colorado.

William McDonald, Pilot Mound, Nevada.

S. A. Cornell, Rap:d City, Louisiana.

W R. Black, Portage la Prairie, Virginia.

Alexander G. MoKenzie, Stonewall,
Oregon.

Alexander Nicol, Gladstone, Maryland.

Roderic McCuaig, Portage I Prairie,
Arkansas.

The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts does

[

.not appoint or receive representutives.

CONCLUSION.

Brethren, for four years, with all the
time and attention I could give, and to the
best of my knowledge and ability, I have
wielded the gavel of the Grand East. I
hope you will soon permit me to place the
emblem of authority in worthier and abler
hands, Permit me again to express my
best thanks for the honor you have sooften
conforred upon me, and for the kindness,
consideraticn and courtesy I have always
received at your hands. I cannot close
this address without placing before you a
few thoughts I gathered from various
sources, which experience teaches cannot
be too often recalled to memory.

Let us, then, not forget that one of the
lessons which Masonry teaches 1s to think
better of the world in which we live, and
espeoially of our brethren, and so to value
the one as to think it worth while to try
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and make it nobler and better, and of the
others as to never be willing to have the
bonds of brotherhood broken.

Money can buy many things, both good
and evil; but all the wealth of the world
cannot buy one real genunine friend, and
could not repay us the loss of one. Weare
but foolish spendthrifts if we let one friend
drop off through inattention, or let one
thrust another aside, or if we hold aloof
from one for petty jealousy or heedless
slight. One good friend, or one true Ma.
sonic brother, is not to be weighed against
the jewels of earth. VVill you lose one be-
cause he is unkind or uunjust to you? Will
you not remember yoar own failings and
forgive him? If there come coolness or un-
kindness between you do not revile him
behind his back, but come face to face and
huve an explanation. Life is too short to
quarrel in or to carry black thoughts of
friend or brother. Come together quickly
before love grows cold; clasp hands and let
the past be, for a friend or brother is too
precious to be lightly thrown aside. A
new one will not come for the calling, dor
make up for the old one if he does come.

Surrounded by our symbols, sanctified
by antiquity, we ere taught wise and use
ful lessons. I need not repeat to you in
detail what those lessons are. No one
who devotes himself to them can ever rs-
gret it, for those lessons, if well learned
and practised, will enable him to bear ad
versity without impatience, and prosperity
without arrogance or vanity. Teach him
to cherish loving kindness for his fellows,
judge charitably of their actions, and un-
Jjustly censuring no one’s opinions, he may
enjoy the blessings of the warm, cordial
sympathies of a genuine brotherhood.

To make our institution the great bene-
factor of mankind nothing is needed, except
that its members shali prove equal to the
mission undertaken by them, true to their
obligations and worthy of their titles. The
foundations have been well laid; the be-
ginnings have been glorious; it needs now
only that those shall not be wantin , who
must complete the structure There are
those who can rightly counsel, exhort and
inspire, and if members are rot wanting
for the execution, are not unworthy be.
cause lukewarn and iodifferent, Freema-
sonry will neither die nor decay, bat reap
a rich harvest of the truest glory.

These results to which we can and
should all contribute, :aay not come daring
our little day of life; but every one of us
may make the teachings of our ritual of in-
estimable blessing to himself. We may
make It o hubit jor ourselves to think
charitably, speak kindly and act justly, to
meet with all men upon the level, to azt
with them according to the plomb, and
part with them upon the square.

—

¢ The good seed sown with open hand

Is never sown in vain.

Qur Father who in Heaven is
Gives sunshine, dew and rain,

Until the ripening autumn brings
The sheaves of golden grain.

Thus bread upon the waters cast
Come unto us again.

¢ No Mason trae can walk in vain

Life’s pleasant shaded ways,

Not helping those who fainting toil,
Or count the workless days;

For *soul that gives is soul that livex”
To bear another’s load,

Mokes light our own, makes short the way,
Makes bright the homewsrd road.”

Finally, my brethren, may we, like tho
good man of old, neither vex the stranger
nor oppress him. Within our portals may
the weary find rest and the persecuted pro-
tection. MMay the way-farer ever find food, -
and the head that is houseless and home-
less & shelter. May the beneficence and
charity of our fraternity fall, like soft rains
upon parched places, gladdening the afflict-
ed as the dews gladden the green leaves,
and give new life to the thirsting flowars,
s0 that when it comes to ug to die, it may
be truly said that wedid good in ourday and
generation; that our titles were not un-
worthily worn, and our badges not merely
anmeaning ornsments And may we all
80 live and perform the duties God imposes
upon us here, that when we lie down to
our last sleep, in the narrow grave, His
angels may crown our souls with sweef
flowers. freshly gathered from the lawns of
Paradise.

TFraternally yours,
JosN HesnLey Bery,
Grand Master.

The following resolution was unanimous-
1y adopted:—

Moved by R.W.Bro. Rev. Canon O’Aearsz,
seconded by M. W. Bro. W. Eennedy, that
the Grand Lodge would express its pro-
found sympathy with R. W, Bro. E. G.
Conklin in his present protracted and
serious illness, and would express its mosh
earnest hope that it raay please the Greab
Architect of the Universe to restore to
health a brother who was one of the early
members of the Grand Lodge, who has
held the position of Deputy Grand Master,
and who has always been most earnest in
s endeavors for the good of the order, and
that a committee be appointed to wait on
Bro. Cunklin and presont the resolutiom,
said committee to be composed of tha
mover and seconder, and M. W. Bro. J. H.
Bell and R. W. Bro. Wm. G. Scott.

The following officers were duly elected
and installed by M. W. Bro. Col. W. N.
Kennedy:—

AL W. Bro John Headley Boll, re-elect-
ed, Grand Master.
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R. W. Bro. C. ¥, Forrest, Deputy Grand
Master. :

R. W. Bro. A. Pesrson, re-elected, D. D.
. M., District No, 1.

R. W. Bro. D. G. Dick, re-elected, D. D.
G. M., District No. 2.

R Bro. R. McCuaig, D. D, G. M,
District No. 3.

R. W. Bro. James Leslie, D. D. G. M,,
District No. 4.

R. W. Bro. P. McGregor, . D, G. M.,
District No. 3.

R. W. Bro. Rev. Canon Flett, D. D. G.
AL, District No. 6.

R. W. Bro. J. M. Wellwood, Grand Senior
‘Warden. :

R. W, Bro. Dr. N. J. Lindsay, Grand
Junior Wardon.

R. W. Bro. John. J. Johnston, re-elect-
ed, Grand Treasurer,

R. W. Bro. William Simpson, Grand
Registrar.

R. W, Bro. William G. Scott, re-elected,
Grand Secretary.

IMASONIC PRESENTATION.

Deserved Recognition of a Fajthful
¢flicer's Services.—Address
and Reply,

The brethren of Anecient St. John’s
Lodge of Freemason's, No. 2, King-
ston, at their regular meeting, held
on Thursday, tne 7th February, pre-
sented Worshipful Brother John Suth-
erland, the Secretary of the lodge,
with a handsome gold Past Master's
jewel, having a diamond inserted at
the angle and bearing the following
inseription :—

“Presented to Worshipful Brother
John Sutherland, by the members of
Ancient St. John's Lodge, No. 8, G.
R. C., as a mark of esteem and fra-
ternal regards, February 7, 1884.

M. W. Bro. Judge Henderson,
who made the presentation, said:—

Worshipful Brother,—The brethren
of Ancient St. John’s Lodge, No. 8,
bave requested me on their behalf to
present you with this Past Master's
Jjewel, as a token of their fraternal re-
gord and esteem. If any fuvther
honor can be conferred on you by the
presentation being made by one who
has filled the highest position in Craft
Masonry I am grotified that it has
been delegated to me as « Past Grand

Master of the Grand Lodge of Canades
to perform the pleasing duty towards
~ne who has faithfully worked in this
fodge for over thirty years. Youhave
risen from the ever-watchful post of
Inner-Guard and passed through all
the gradations of office until by the
suffrages of your brethren and fellova
you were placed in the year 1860 i
the East. The Master’s chair of this
lodge you filled with a zeal which was
worthy of emulation, and there yow
exhibited the same attention which
characterized you i . the several posi-
tions you had filled. Having the wel-
fare of this lodge at hert, and willing
to devote your time .nd attention fo
its interests, you, « Past Master of
eighteen years standing, accepted the
responsible position of Secretary, and
the diligence, neatness and care ex-
hibited by you in the performance of
the duties of that office for upwards of
five years have justiy entitled you to
this mark of esteem. May you £il
that position for many years to come,
and prosperous must that lodge be
which, like Ancient St. John’s, has
for its Treasurer a brotber who has
managed its finances with credit and
approbation for the last twenty-eight
yeaxs, and which also has you for its
Seevetary. Well may a carefal Trea-
surer and an efficient Secretary be
likened to those pillars whose symr-
bolical reference so interests the crafts-
man, Long may you wear this Past
Master's jewel, and whilst it will re-
mind you of the respect and esteem of
the members of Ancient St. John's,
may they, when they see it on your
breast, ever remember that in a lodge,
faithfulness, zeal and assiduity, sooner
or later, will be appreciated by Ancient
Free and Accepted Masons.

Worshipful Bro. Sutherland replied,
saying that he tendered his warmesf
thanks to the brethren for their hand-
some and valuable gift, and assured
them that he would wear and prize
the Masonic jewel very much, and 16
would be handed down to his children
as an heirloom.

At the call of the Junior Warden,
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the brethren retired from labor to re-
freshment, when, after an hour's
pleasant converse, the lodge resumed
3ts routine business.

FTREEMASONEY IN IRELAND,
1730-50.

BY BRO. Y. J. HUGHAN.

T is almost impossible to say es-

actly when a Grand Lodge was first |
formed in Ireland. We lmow there |

was either a Grand or Provincial
Grand Lodge held for Munster in the
third decade of the last century, and,
according to present evidence, that
Dbody appears to antedate the records
of the Grand Lodge of Ireland (Dub-
Xin) of 1729-80. It is a field of re-
search which has had few explordrs,
and certainly the subject is far from
exhansted. ¢ Edward Spratt, See..”
in his edition of the Book of Consti-
$ntions (Dublin, 1751,) is silent ac tc
theProvincial Grand Lodge of Munster,
and really commences lus history with
4he election as Grand Master of James
King, Lord Viscount Kingstoa, a. ».
1730, “the year after his lordship had
with great reputation been the Grand
Master of BEngland.” This issue of
the Constitutions is in part a repro-
duction of John Pepnell’s Constitu-
fions of 1730, which was a reprint
mainly of the previous edition of 1728.
Liord Nettirvill was appointed Deputy
Grand Master on July 7th, 1731, and
ihe Hon. Williain Ponsonby and D. P.
Hampston, Isq., were elected Grand
Wardens. At the Grand Lodge on
3he 7th December Lord Southwell,
Sir Seymour Pile, Bart., ard “Henry
Phinket and Wentworth Harman,
¥sqs,” were present. On February
dst, 1731-2, Bro. John Pennell was
*unanimously chosen and declared
Secretary to the Grand Liodge.” By
desire of Liord Kingston, Lord Nettir-
¥ill was elected Grand Master on 2ud
May, who, by letter, appointed Lord
Kingsland to be Depnty Grand Master,
the two Grand Wardens chosen being
James Brennan, M.D., and Robert

Nugent. On the nomination of the
Grand Master, the Deputy Grand
Master was elected to the chair, and
was installed on the 14th August by
the vetiring Grand Master. * Sir
Marcus Beresford, Lord Viscount Ty-
rone,” was made his Deputy, and Dr.
Brennan and Capt. Cobbe, Grand
Wardens. Lord Kingsland was re-
elected for 1734, when the Senior
Grand Warden was advanced to the
office of Deputy Grand Master, Bros.
Cobbe and Baldwin being chosen as
the two Grand Wardens.

Lord Kingston, as an act of ¢ con-
descension,” amidst the “‘usual demon-
strations of joy,” was again nstalled
as G. M. 24th June, 1735, the D.G.
M. being continued and Bros. Baldwin
and Corneille occupying the Wardens’
chairs. Lord Tyrone was installed as
Grand Master on 1st June, 1786; the
D.G.M. was continued, aad Bros.
Corneille and Sandford are recorded
as Grand Wardens. The first men-
tion of Treasurer occurs on July 6th,
1786, when John Arabin, Esq., was
chosen to that office. Lord Tyrone
was re-elected for 1787, “was pleased
to continue our worthy James Bren-
nan, M.D., his Deputy; Cornelius
Callaghan and John Putland, Esqrs.,
being chosen Wardens.” The D. G.
M. having died, and his lamented de-
cease announced at the Grand Liodge,
27th December, 1787, the G. 5. W.
was promoted to D. G. M., the Junior
to the Senior G. W.,and Bro. O'Hara
to the vacancy thus created. The
officers installed on the 24th June,
1738, were Lo.d Mouutjoy, G. M., C.
Callaghan, D.G. M., and R. Callaghan
and B. Martin, Grand Wardens; Bro.
T. Mills, Gent., being appointed
Treasurer. The only change on 16th
May, 1739, was in the choice of
Wardens, the G. 5. W. being **willing
to declines” the brothers 1. Martin
and C. Anuesty was respectively ap-
pointed Senior and Junior Grand
Wardens accordingly. We read now
of the accustomed salutes and con-
gratulations *“being reccived” by the
Grand Officers “accoiding to their
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dbgrees.” A new Grand Secretary
was chosen on 80th January, 1789,
in the person of Bro. John Baldwin,
P. G.W., who, on March 26th “ap-
pointed Bro. Richard Pindar to be his
Deputy.”

A change in the method of election
of a Grand Master was exhibited in
1740, for the Deputy Grand Master
proposed no less than three for the

and was also installed once more as
Grand Master on 7th May, 1746, and
the officers apparently continued. . Sir
Marmaduke Wyvill, Bart., was pro-
claimed the Grand Mister on 24th
June, 1747; John Rutland, Deputy
Grand Master; Boyle Lenuox, Grand
Senior Warden; and Hans Bailie,
Grand Junior Warden. The same
officers were installed 24th June,

office, viz.: “Liords Anglesey, Tulla- 11748. At the deferred Grand Lodge
more, and Donneraile,” the Grand , —13th December —Lord Xings-

Fodge unanimously electing the last-
mentioned. Lord Donneraile,on 24th
June, 1740, continped the Deputy
Grand Master, and on his nomination
Bros. Martin and Morris were “ap-
proved, declared, and saluted,” as
Grand Wardens. Lord Tullamore
succeeded as Grand Master, and was
installed on 24th June, 1741, in the
presence of “Liord Mountjoy, several
brethren of rank and distinction, and
the Masters and Wardens of thirvty
regular lodges.” The officers were re-
appointed or re-elected, and on the re-
election of the Grand Master they
were continued on 24th June, 1742.
On December 1st, Bro. Baldwin re-
signed as Grand Secretary, Dr. An-
thony Rellban being elected on 27th
December, 1742, in his place, Bro.
Edward Spratt, then Master of
No. 11, being approved as his De-
puiy. At the Grand Lodge on 24th
June, 1743, Lord Southwell was in-
stalled as Grand Master, C. Callaghan
again Deputy Grand Master, and E.
Mortin and X. Fitzgerald, Grand
Wardens. E. Spratt became the
Grand Secretary on the resignation of
Bro. Rellban, M.D. On 4th July,
1744, Lord Allen was installed as
Grand Master, the Deputy Grand
Master being re-invested, and *<H.
Gorges, Bsq., and Mr. R. Houghton,”
Grand Wardens. Bro. B. Martin, P.
G.W., was elected Treasurer. The
Grond Master was re-elected 15th

May, 1745, but was not re-installed, |

consequent upon his death a few days
aferwards, <which deeply affected the
brotherhcod.” Tiord Kingston was
€lected Grand Aaster “ad interim,”

|

borough was installed Giu..d Master,
the Deputy Grand Master and Grand
Senior Warden being re-appointed ;
the Hon. R. Mackenzie, Grand Junior

;arden. Prosperity now attended
the craft in many parts of Ireland be-
yond all precedent, and on 8rd Janu-
ary, 1749, the Grand Lodge decided
that the new lodge, consisting of the
Grand Master, the Past Grand Master,
SirM. Wyvill, Bart., the Deputy Grand
Mas!e r,the Grand Wardens,and others
be distioguished and known as the
“Grand Master's Lodge,” and takes
precedence of all others on the roll.
This distinguished Grand Lodge still
exists at the head of the xoll of lodges
on the registry of the Grand Lodge of’
Ireland. On the 25th June, 1750, the
Grand Master and all the officers were
continued. A scheme was started for
the building of Freemason's Hall in
1750, and thankfulness to God for
His mercies to the craft concludes
the account of the Grand Lodge.—
London Freemason.

B e
The Grand Orient of Spain, over

which presides Ili. Bro. Antonio Re-
mero Ortiz, consists of fourteen con-
sistories, forty-nine chapters and 269
lodges, with a total of 12,000 Masons.
It has been recognized by every Ma-
sonic body in France, Mexico (both
Wational and Scottish Rites), Argen-
tine Republie, Naples (Supreme Coun-
¢il and Grand Liodge), Liberia, Tunis,
Truguey, Roumapia, United States
(Northern and Southern Grand Coun.
cils), Greecs, Peru, Ireland, Scotland
(Supreme Council) and Brazil.—Ed-
uardo Contreras, Todragque, Spain.
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WHY SHOULD FREEMASONS AS-
SEMBLE AT THE GRAVE?-

“Tt is better,”” says the wise man,
“sto visit the house of mourning than
the house of rejoicing.” This is
peculiarly true in the case of our
brethren.  The Freemason must
always say, by actions if not in
words, “No atheist shall bury my
dead;” and whenever the word is

passed arounZ that a brother jusb|

deceased had requested Masonic
burial, the Master of the lodge sum-
mons his brethren to the side of the
open grave. Freemasonry is no re-
ligion. We are glad that it is not.
Yet at every Mason’s grave it testifies
its belief in the existence of God, and
in the immortality of the soul. If
Freemasons believed, as the Material-
ists do, that ““death ends all,” they
would rol! up the lambskin forever,
and never again fling into a brother's
grave the sprig of evergreen. At the
grave the universality of Freemasonry
is illustrated. In the presence of

death we raise no question of creeds, |

but content ourselves with declaring
by our acts that the God of Freema-
sonry is the God of the living, and
that the dead, so called, are assuredly
among the livicg.
that the Lambskin and the sprig of
Aeacia are no unmesning emblems.

They speak to ¥Freemasons in a lan- |

guage which every brother under-
stends.—The Keystone.

Bro. D, Murray Lyon, Grand
Secretary of the Grand L.odge of
Scotland, we are pained to note has
been suffering from s severe attack of

rheumatism, contracted after the re-

cent Masonic ceremonial at Leith.
In consequence of his illness he was
not able o be present at the “Fuareral
Grand Lodge,” held on Oct. 24th last,
in honor of the late Past Grand
Master J. Whyto-Melville. We trust
he will have fully recovered ere lhis
-eye mests this notice,

Again we say !

THE TRESTLE-BOARD FOR 188%

Among the symbols of Freemasonry
the trestle-board holds a prominent
position, It is introduced in the firs%
degree, and its use is there explaine@
to be for the Master workman to
draw his designsupon. In Operative
Masgonry it is thas made the medinm
of communication between those who
lay out plans for the work and those
who ‘are to execute it. It was thus
used at the building of King Solg-
mon’s Temple, and in this manner
the immense number of oraftsmen
employed received the necessery in-
struction by which they were enabled
to erect that magnificent edifice in alf
its wondrous splendor. So {rue wera
the designs placed on the trestle-
board, and so well gkilled were the
"workmen in following them, that
when completed it is said the tenapla
had more the appearance of heing tha
handiwork of the Supreme Architect
of the Universe than that of human
hands.

It must be evident to every one
that a trestle board without designs
upon it possesses no value, ard it is
only by connecting the two tcgether
that it becomes of service to the craft.
| OF this Masonic tradition farnishes =
!'striking illustration in connection
with the building of Solomon’s Tem-~
ple. The absence of the necessary
designs on the trestle-board at the
proper time produced great confusion
among the workmen, and for a time
the work ceased. The trestle-board
was there in its place, but the mer
were idle, and raust remain so untif
new designs were placed upon it.

In Speculative Freemasonry there
i3 in every Masonic lodge a represen-
tation of King Solomon’s Temple.
Every Mason is g builder. Asat the
building of the Temple so af the
present time there are Entered Ap-
prentices, Fellow Crafts and Master
Masons. Now, as then, there are
| skilled workmen, and those who need
instruction in their work., There
must be a trestle-board in every lodge,
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and proper designs upon it, for the
cratt to pursue their labors, otherwige
there vill be confusion and idleness
among them. This is as frue of
Speculative Masonry now as it was
when the stones were hewed, squared
and numbered for its prototype on
Mount Moriah six thousand years
0.
agIn the government of Masonic
lodges the time has just passed for
the annual election of officers. Many
changes have been made in those
who hold official positions, and many
brethren for the first time hold the
emblem of authority in their hands.
They have been promofed to a high

and responsible position, and each

one has taken a solemn obligation to
discharge the duties of his office to
the best of his ability. Every Wor-
shipful Master thus becomes a Master
workman, or Oveerser of the work in
3is lodze. Upon his ability and skill
will largely depend the prosperity
and happiness of his lodge during the
year 1884, Did you think of this,
1y brother, as you turned your eyes
longingly toward the East, and ner-

wously awaited the result of the ballot '

that placed you at the head of your
lodge? Did you note particularly the
ancient charges and regulations to
which you were required to give
assent previous fo your investure
with the insignia of your office? Did
you give that assent honestly and
truthfully, or simply as a form that
was required by the established cere-
mony of installation? Did you then
yesolve that your lodge should be
none the less honored by the prefer-
ment given than you were in receiving
it? If so we may safely congratulate
Four lodge as well as you upon your
promotion to the East. An honest
effor} on your part to perform all you
have promised in the end will be
orowned with success.

It is po easy thing, however, to
discharge the various duties incum-
bent upon a Worshipful Master.
They vequirs on his part herd study
and petient, perseverent labor. I is

to him that the members will look for
instruotion and gonidance. He must
place such designs apon the trestle-
board as will produce perfect work,
and give such instrugtions as will
enable each one te pergorm the part
assigned him. Let each newly in-
stalled Master look vell to his designs,
and may the trestle-boards in all
lodges for 1884 produce work that
shall have more the appearance of
being the handiwork of the Supreme
Axchitect of the Universe than that
of human hands.

CANADIAN MASONIC NEWS,

The Blyth Masons have moved into their
new hall, which is nicely furnished and
well situated.

R. E. Sir Knight J. H. Stone, Provincial
Prior of the Hamilton District, Knights
Templar, paid an official visit to Plantage-
net Preceptory, of St. Catharines, last
month, and installed the officers,

St. John’s Lodge, No. 284, of Brussels,
presented W. Bro. Dr. Holmes with a Past
Master's apron a few nights since, on the
occasion of his leaving Brussels to assume
the office of County Treasurer of Huron.
An exceedingly pleasunt time was passed,

———

P. E. Preceptor E. A. Delley, of the
Hamilton Preceptory of Enights Templar,
on retinng fromm the position which hLe
filled so successfully, was made the recipi-
ent; of an elegant Past Preceptor’s jewel by
his fratres.

On the 15th ult., . Bro. W. J. John.
ston, I. P, M. St. John’s'Lodge, No. 209a,
was the recipient of & fine gold P. M.’s
jewel from the mewmbers of the lodge for
his services as an officer during the past
five years. V. Bro. Johnston is well de-
serving of the compliment paid him.

Bro. John Nitschke, of London, Ont.,
died recently, after a protracted illness.
Deceased had been o resident of London
for over twenty years, and was well known
to very many as a thorough-going business
man. Deceased was & member of S5.
George's Lodge, No. 42, and St. George'’s
R. A. Chapter, of that city.

At the last regular convocation of Nine-
veh Council, No. 21, Royal and Select Mas-.
ters, St. Thomas, the following officers
were installed by R. I, Comp. E. H, Ray-
monr, Grand Inspector General of the Lon-
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don District: —S. Dubber, Thrice I1l. Mas-
ter; W. B Dobherty, Deputy Master; N. W.
Ford, Principal Conductor; J. 8. Upper,
Chapldin; W. E. Idsardi, Treasurer; A. N.
Pettit, Recorder; L. Slater, Captain of the
Guard.—London Free Press.

Ex. Covr. Jomn Mauroy, P. Z. of St
John's Chapter, No. 6, R. A. M., Hamilton,
was presented on the 14th ult., with a gold
Past First Principal’s jewel, and a compli-
mentary address. The Ex. Comp. has
been a very efficient officer, and deserves
all the credit and praise his companions
can give him.

The Masons of Cincinnati have issued an
appeal for aid to the fraternity of the
United States, The appeul says “for bun-
dreds of miles, not only Masons in great
numbers but thousands of nen., women
and children, are homeless, cold and
bungry. Every source of charity must be
called on to relieve their distress. If any
Masonic body desires to contribute to the
noble purpose, the remittances may be sent
to the Masonic Flood Committee, Masonic
Temple, Cincinnati.”

Daring the week three Past Master's
jewels have beer awarded to brethren in
city lodges who have passed through the
chair, and were deemed entitled, and just-
1y so, to the honors conferred upon them.
Thig practice of doing honor to retiring
officers is much more in vogue now-a days
than it was in “ye olden tyme,” and there
is just the slightest tinge of jealousy, we
fancy, in the minds of & few of the fathers,
at the turn affairs have taken. Buf the
age is & progressive one, and their turn
may yet come.— London Free Press.

It is understood that the directors of the
Masoric Temple Company cannot see
their way clear at present to lower the
rental of the Blue Room, as asked for by a
deputation of the Finance Committee.
They consider that the sum paid by each
lodge—six in number—is reasonable, and
that they would not be doing justice to the
stockholders in acceding to the request.
In the cases of two of the higher orders,
small reductions were made for prudential
reasons. The annueal meeting of the com-
%&ny will be held shortly.—London Free

ress,

———p————

On the 12th ult., the members of the
lodges of Welland and district assembled
to do honor to one of their number who
was _about to leave the town to take up his
abode in “‘the glorious climate of Cali-
fornin,” The guest of the evening was Bro.
James Bridges, who, with his family, are
held in high esteem, not only by the breth
ren but by the people generally. Bro.J.

M. Duna occupied the chair, and after ho
had eulogized the good qualities of theix
guest, called for mnusic from a choir whicke
was present. The feast was thon am-
nounced to be in readiness, when some
fifty couples enjoyed themselves. A vary
pleasant evening was spent, and the breth-
ren were very well pleased with the pra-
ceedings. Gatherings of this kind do &
great deal of good, and we would recomr.
mend the lodges to meke them mors
namerous.

The Masonic concert at Melbourne on the
10th wult.,, was unusually successfal.
number of duets were sung by the Miszes
Hughson in excellent style. Mr. Charles
Batler sang several comic sougs, and Mi:
Mamie Bull gave & series of readings, and
was ropeatedly encored after each selea~
tion. Miss Fewings and Mr. Henry Few-
ings, with their musical selections on the
piano and mouth-organ, monopolized muck
of the applause of the evening. The other
participants were Mr. John T illiams, of
Fingal, and Mrs. Smith, each of whom
very creditably pezformed the parts aliotted
them. The proceeds of the entertainmenfs
were $60.

————r

Recently R. W. Bro. J.' M. Gibson, 2a~
companied by R. W. Bro. W. &. Reid, B.
‘W. Bro. Gavin Stewart, W. Bro. C. WL,
Mulligan, Bros. B. J. Morgan, J. Malloy,
James Stiff, G. Russell and several others
of the Hamilton brethren visited Qakvilla
for the purpose of cousecrating and dedi=-
cating Oakwille Lodge, No. 400, G. R. G.
The visiting brethren were royally received,
and after the Masonic ceremonies wera
over the D, D. G. M. and company ad~
journed to the Town Hall to a councerd
after which the Oskville brethren grandly
entertained the visitors fo a sumptuous
repast. The members of Oskville Lodgs
deserve congratulations upon the posses-
sion of one of the neatest and best equip~
ped lodges in the distriot.

It is interesting at all times to note pro-
gress in every good work, and from the re-
port of tha Secretary of St. John's Lodge,
No. 209a, it is gratifying to observe thaf
that lodge still maintains its character am
one of the most progressive in the West.
During the year nine candidates wera
1nitisted, eight brethren passed and sevem
raised—twenty-four degrees in all com-
ferred, as compared with sixty-eight dariag
the preceding year. There were thica
deaths during 1883, two withdrawals, two
suspensions and one restoration. The tofal
number added to the roll for the same
period was ten, and the total brethren inx
good standing at present is one hundred
and thirty-foar, There were nineteem,
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meetings held—twelve regular, and seven
emergent. Owing to a very large unfore.
geen expenditure and new equipment, the
balance at the close of the year was not so
large by $233 asin 1882; butthis wasno fault
of the officers, who did all that lay in their
power in economizing the funds. On the
whole, the showing is a favorable one, and
i}he !members of 209a avre to be congratu-
ated,

The many friends of M. W. Bro.
Jas. Seymour, P. G. M. and P. G. Z.
of the Grand Liodge and Grand Chap-
tor of Canada, will be pleased to learn
that he is able to be out again. Bro.
Seymour isone of those Masons whom
to know is to admire and appreciate,
and we bnly express the voice of the
oraft when we say, thank God that
he is better. Bro. Seymour is one of
those Hiramites who take an interest
in every branch of Masonry, and
although he has been, and is, so pro-
ninent in Craft and Capitular, he is
also a most regular aitendant at
Great Priory, and & Past Grand Mas-
ter General of the Sovereign Sanc-
tuary of Canada.

The annual meeting of the mem-
bers of the Liondon Masonic Mutual
Benefit Association took place on
Wednesday the 18th February,
in the Temple. From the annual
reports it is learned that the total
number of policy-holders at present is
1,498, of whom 114 joined during the
past year. There were 148 applica-
tions, 15 of which are in the office for
completion, and 10 were rejected by
the medical referee. Liogses by death,
26; surrondered, 5; cancelled, 1;
Lapses, 78; average ags, 45.82 years.
Twenty-three claims were paid by
assessment and three without; total
amount of beneficiaries, $82,164.
Since the organization of the associa-
tion in 1871, 4,270 policies have been
issued; deaths and lapseb, 2,772; ben-
eficiaries paid, $888,724.87; added to
reserve fund, $89,008.66. Thse most
important business before the
mesting was the consideration of
the amendments to the constitution
a8 suggested by the general agent.

MASONIC GEMS.

Tee American Sysrem.—Believing
the different degrees of Mnsonry to
teach, when studied in their symbols,
the hopes and promises, the faith and
fears, and the trials and triumphs of
the separate stages of God’s dealing
with mankind, I think that we car
see, by the sign deposited, the com-
necting link in the Cryptic Rite, be-
tween the promises of the Jewish de-
grees, and their completion in the
Christian orders, and needed our de-
grees to teach this connection, i
lesson and lecture, in work and ritual.
For they complete the ancient syster,
and crown the Jewish Rule; in their
completion feaching the time when
darkness would be scattered, as the
deposit is found and the will of Ged
revealed. For a time the temple of
God is silent, in ruins, its treasures
in their secret vault. Its courts have
heard the tread of the despoiler as
they will hear the words of the Prince
of peace.— Frederick S. Fisher, G-
Grand Council of Vermont.

2.,

CoxpLainTs are often made to us of
what i8 termed injustice on the pazf
of Masters of lodges in passing over
the claims of candidates for office. A
case is before us in which a brother,
holding a minor office, has been
denied promotion, while one below
him has been advaneced over his head.
If the facts as stated be true, and we
have no reason to doubt them, then
evidently an injustice has been done.
‘We repeat, however, whatwe have be-
fore stated, that the Master of a lodge
is all-powerful. He is often placed iz
a most difficult position, and can only
decide rival eclaims according to the
facts before him. Where he honestly
weighs these, and acts in conformity
therewith, no fault can be found with
him. Even if he does not do so,
obedience or retirement ave the only
courses open to an objector. No Mas-
ter, who values the peace and pros-
perity of his lodge, would pursue am
irregular course. If he s led to conp-
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mit an aect of injustice, disputes and
zancor are sure to follow, and we need
not say what the end will be. A
Master, with all his privileges and au-
thority, should never forget his repre-
sentative moral character, and if he
hopes to gain the lasting esteem of
the brethren, he must act with cour-
tesy and justice. His personal likes
and dislikes must be subject to the
demands of right., and, in obedience
to his oath, he must discharge the
duties of his office impartially, If he
does not, the praise of his flatterers
will soon be turned into contempt,
and the just and injured will despise
Bim. In Masonry, as in everything
€lse, there is only one wgy—to do
right and fear not.-——;reemasmw'
Chronicle,

«

«T'ron the known humanity of your
Txcellency, I am induced to ask youwr
protection for Mys. Arnold from every
insult and injury that a mistaken
vengeance of my country may expose
her to. It ought to fall only on me;
she is as good and as innocent as an
angel, and is incapable of doing
wrong.” The authorities of Penn-
sylvania believed, with Burr, that she
vas a traitor. Her papers were seized,
and although nothing was found in
them to criminate her, she was not
permitted to remain at her father's
house, which she said she desired to
do. Her father offered to give
security that, during the war, she
wonld write no letters to her husband,
and send to the government uropened
any lefters she might receive from
him. His offer was refused, and they
ordered her to depart and not return
during the war. Beiug then obliged
0 join her husband in New York, she
soon recovered her spir‘ts and shone
in society, to use the language of the
dime, as “‘a star of the first magni.
#nde.”” In England, too, whither she
accompanied her husband, she attract-
ed much attention for her beauty, and
<va8 much flattered in Tory circles.
The British government gave Arnold
in compensation for his American

losses, something less than, £7,000,
and settled upon his family a pension
of £1,000 a year, which was to be con-
tinued as jong as either the husband
or the wife survived. Their family
increased in England, Arnold, find-
ing himself pinched upon an income
of $1,300 per annum, went upon a
trading voyage to Halifax, with what
success is not known. It was thought
by some that he was glad to leave
England for a while to escape the
contempt in which he was held even
by those who had employed him,

MASONIC ITEMS. /

Bro. Wm, James Hughan was com-
plimented on a recent visit to Bath,
England, with a supper at the Castle
Hotel, given him by his brethren of
Royal Cumberland Lodge, No. 41, of
which he is an honorary member.

The Grand Liodge of Kentucky
adopted the following at its last
annual session— Whereas: A number
of Master Masons, after aspiring to
Royal Aroh Masons and Xnights
Templar, dimit from their symbolic
lodge, therefore be it Resolved: That
the Grand Liodge solicit the Grand
Chapter and the Grand Commandery
to enact laws to prohibit the same.
Concerning the above enactment, the
New York Dispatch prints this en-
dorsement—There are not enough
Sfeathers, ete., in the lodges, to hold
those who gallop through the Sym-
bolic Degrees to reach the Command-
ery. Railroad them through the
lodge, on fast time, so they can put on
the glittering trappings of higker
degrees and helong only to the parade
corps. What care such for the lodge,
for Masonic work or duty? Give them -
an opportunity to go on pilyrimage, to
have a “blow out,” a good time, or
debauch, and the acme of Masonry
has been reached and enjoyed. The
lodge and its drudgery may go, or be
relegated to toiling Craftsmen, whose
inclination or means will not lead -
them to the higher degrees.




