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o AND OTTAWA INDIANS

] WALPOLE ISLAND!

Huron Reserve, Fighting, Bois Blane, Turkey, and Point au Peles Tilands.

v - To His Excellency the Governor 'General n C‘ouncil. o
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MEMORIATL.

To His Excellency, The Right Honorable Sir John Ycung, Baronet,
¥ K.C. B., G. C. M. G., and Governor General of the Dommion of
Canada, &e., &c., &c. '

¢ -

SO -
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The Memorial of the Chiypeway, Pottawatomny an] Ottawa Tndiang of Walpole Island,
ouching their claim of the Huron Reserve, Fi_htirg, Bois Blane, Turkey and Point au
Pelee Islands.

| GREAT CHIEF,— o B .
' Your memorialists most respectfully present and pray—

lst —-That they are the desuendanls of the three Indian Nations, Chippeways, Potta-
| watomies and Ottawas, who formerly displayed their loyulty to the British Government.

21 ¢.—That according to the best informaticn that can be obtained, and upon reference
o the varioi s Deeds of Cessions, Grants and Leases of Lands, it will appear that the said

, three Natipns were the rightful prorietors of the Peninsula between Lakes Huron, Ss.
. Clair ana Erie.

:  3rd.—That many years ago the Wyandotts emwra.t,ed fiom the Nortb (svmewhere in or
. near Lake Superior), and it sppears that they first settled opposite Malden, on the Michi-
- gan shore, afterwards they removed and were allowed to settle on, what was thea known
- a8 the Hunting Ground, now called the Huron Reserve, wLich coustitutes the Township
of Anderdon, in the County of Essex, Province of Untario, where they now reside; and

y permission of the said three Nations, became the joint owners of the said Hunting
Ground. o ' i
4th.—That on the 19th day of May, A.D., 1790, to please the Government, the said
three Nations ceded to His Majesty George the Third, a large portion of the said Penin-
ula. On that day they, with the said Wyandotts, and- ‘by the concurrence of the Gov-
roment, reserved the sa.xd Huron Reserve to be held «nd owned in common by them and
“their posterity; as will appear upon reference to. the Deed mar, ked P. accompanying this
: Memorial: .

f  5th.—That many years ago,. the said three Nations left' that part (Hm'on Reserve and:
8 vicinity) of their possassions—not with any intention of forever abandoning the land
nd the Islands by themresarved.” The Chippeways, with few of the Pottawatomies and
‘ta;was, removed and became permanent settlers on other Tructs of Land situate and
g, spm? in . the interior parts of ‘the said Penmsula. and others on the burders of the
er St. Clair. _Butthe main body. of the said Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations emi-
ated over, and for many years, led a wandurmg and hunting life'in the Temitory and

e of Michigan, where they lost many of their numbers by death and remorvals beyond
o great stsxsslppx P




6th.—That the said Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations returned to Canada, and settled
on Walpole Island, some in the year 1837, and others in 1841. The Pottawatomy Nation,
duiing their sojourn in Michigan, received some land through “Mick-sa-ba,” their then
Head Cbxef-—sa.id land was, however, ceded hack to‘the United States Government, but
they never received any annuity in consequence.

Tth.—That the said Ottawa Nation, during their sojourn in Mlc}ugan never rece;ved any
land, nor anything whatsoever from-thesaid United States’ ‘Geovernment ; -and ‘they would -
especially call your Excellency’s attentio: to the fact, that being matives of America, their

. rights, titles and intererts must exist in gome land or money representing lund which their
aucestors once called their.own ; and they venture to state that they feel confident that
they are the joint proprietors of he /Huron Reserve, Bois Blanc, Fighting, Turkey and
Point au Pelee Islaads. [ ~

8th.—That your Memorialists; '.hé said three Natious, have from time to time, inguired
respecting the said Huron Reservd and the Islands, but have been told by their Agents,
that since these portions of land have, by them, been so long neglected no. action can be
taken. Your Meworialists beg to inform Your Fxcellercy that they haveaot so neglected
the said lands, but in or about the years of 1830 and 1840 held Councils at Ambherstburgh
with the said Wyandotts for the purpose ¢f entering into an agreement as to the proper
dxsposal of the said Hnron Reserve, and in both Councils, the said Wyandotts Being §
anxibus to bave the whole Tract under their own conirol, an the gronnd of their having it
in their possession for many years, appliad to white men of infiuence for assistance, and
especially in the Conncil of 1840, the Iate George Ironside, Indian Superintendent then,
instead of performing his duty to investigate earefully the case in questioa, interferwd and
assisted the émd Wyandotis. - Your Memomahsts were over-ruled, and, in consequenee,
10 agreement ‘was made.

9th.-—That the Islands, respectlveiy called, Fighting, Turkey, and Buis Bumc. situnte
and being in the River Detioit, in the vicinity of the said Huron Reserve, but not wholly
in front of that Reserve, and the Point au Pelee Island, ¥ Lake Erie, were owned and
held in comnmon at an earliér period by the said thiee Nations, the Chippeway, Pottawa-
tomy and Oitawa Nations only. . The #aid lands were not included in the lurge cession of
land in the year 1790, .

_ 16th.—That your Memorialists have been lately informed that the said Fighting and
- Tarkey 1slands had been dxspmed of, and the reason why the eaid Fighting Island has been
neglected so long by your Memorialists is, that-on the third day of July, A. D., 1829,
Chief “Wun-wun-som,” with other Indians belonging to Walpole Island, but who at that
time were living in Miamies, Ohio, with a band of Ottawa Indinns belonging to the United
States, delivered the said Island to one Thomas Paxton for a lease of nine hundred and
mnety-nme {999) years. That the Commissioners appomt.ed in the year A.D., 1856, to
inquire into the Indian Affuirs reported to the Government then, that “after a most care-
fui mvestxgatmn, it appears to us that the Wyandotts alone among the Indiun Tribes
have any title to it.” Your Memorialists, who claim the Island, beg to inform Your Ex-
cellency that they never knew mor heard of any “careful investigation” being -made in
1856, or at any other time by any of the Indian Commissioners ; for if they, your Mewo-
rialists, had known it, they would have asserted their title to it.

A: true copy-of the Leage of Fighting Island accompunies this Memorial, as shewing and
provmg that the svid ‘three Nations exarcised the nght.s of nwnershlp overit. Said Lease
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was executed, signed anl s9ilel in the prozance of she late Georgs Ironside, Supt. Indian
Department, and several others, who did not entertain any doubt of the Island belonging
to the said threz Nationz only. Reapectinz the sail Copy of the Lrass, refer to the Affida~
vits of Widow Mary Fisher snd Wm. N. Fisher, accompanving this Memorial
11th,—That tue said Bois Blanc Islund was speciully resarved to be a place of landing,
eam Hing aud.holding Councils thereon. It was never surrendered nor leased to the Gov

# - ernment, or to any otner person or petsons. ' Therefore, your Memoriulists now offer its

. surrender to the (Jovernment to be sold for their own tenetit.

_ 12th.-—-Thut the said Point au Pelee Island, which is in Lake Erie, was macy vears ago
delivered by a Deed of lease to Thomas McKee, orin the Indian, Wah-be-me-sha-wa, for the
purpose of him keeping live stock thereon. ’l‘ms Island also wes never eeded to the Gov-
ernment by any of the Indinns.

It is set forth in the Memorial of the ’\IcGormxck Family, that the Bands of Inmm
‘who 80 owned the Island bave become extinct. Your Memorialixtd respectfully call aud
direct your attention to the Affidavits accompanvinﬂ this Memorial as shewing and prov-
ing that the Hen‘s and buccessors of thuse Bands wio ownod the Island have not become
extinct. :

A txue copy of the lease of the Point an Pelee Island accompanies this Memorial, shew- -
ing and proviug thas the Chippsways aod Ostawas hid the rights of ownership over it~

13th.—That, impressed as your Meuworiulists are, with the rightfulness and justice of
their claim to the said Fighting, Bois Blaune, Turkey, and Point au Pelec Islands, and
their joint claim of the suid Huron Reserve, tney humbly pray that a proper hearing be
grauted to them by the Government.

And in conrection with this Memorial, your Memormhsts beg 0 call and direct yonr at-
tention to the Aflidavits accompanying this Memarw.l.

GREAT CHIEF,—

© Always uuheslta.tmgly loyal and ever ready to support Her Majesty’s Flag, your Ex-
cellency’s Memorialists venture to assegt that they are deserving of the proper hearing and
favomble consideration of ti e Goyeinment, in this, their expectation, and they feel thati‘
they can, with confidence, apprca:h your Excellency, submitting their case, and praying
* that yon may cause au order to be passed in the Courcil of your Great ‘and Honorable
Councillors :

FirsTLY.—That tke annuity realized Lv tle sale of the said Fighting, Bois Blanc and
Turkey Islands, may be transferred so as to be hereafter payable to your Mpmormhsis
only.

Seconpry.—That payment may be granted to your Memonahsts by the Government
for the said Point au Pelee Island, which has been confirmed to the said McCormick
family, by Deed, thereby effecting a loss to your Memorialists ; and

TuirpLy.—That your Memorialists may obtain their equal share of the said Huaron
‘Reserve, which they lost under the Treaty of the 20th day of September, A. D., 1836.

A true Copy of said Treaty sccompunies this Memorial
: And as in duty.bound your Memorialists will ever pray.
(Signed)
WM. N. FISHER,
In beha'f of the Memorn.luh
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COPY OF TI—IE DEED OF CESSION

F ..
( )

N , - La ASSUMPTION, Drs‘rftm Hesse, 228p Juxg, 1790.

Know all men by these presents, that we, the principal Village and Woar Chiefs of
the Ottawa, Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Huron Indian Nations, of Detroit, for and in
" consideration of the suni of £1,200, currency, of the Province of Q' 1ebec, at five Shillings
per Spamsh Dollur, for valuable wares and merchandise to ~us delivered by the hand of
Alexander McKee, Esq., Deputy Agent of Indian Affiirs; the receipt whereof we do
hereby acknowledge, have, by and with the consent of the whole of our said Nation, given,
granted, enfeoffed, alienated and confirmed, and by those presents, do give, grant” and en-
feoff, alien and confirm unto His Majesty, George the third, King of Great Britain, France
and lreland, Defender of the Faith, &e., &e., &c., a certain tract of land beginning at the
month of the Catfish Creek, commonly called River au Chaudiere, on the north side of
Lake Erie, being the Western extremity of a Tract purchased by His said Majesty from
"Message Indians in the year 1781, and frum thence running westward alo- g the border of
Lake Erie, and up the strait to'the mouth of the River known by the name of Chenail e
Cartie, and up the maia branch of the said Chenail e Cartie to the first fork on the side
South ; then a due east lice until it intersects the River La Franche, and up the Ri.er La
Franche to the North West corner of the saic cession granted to His said Majesty in the
year 1784 ; then following the western boundry of said Tract, being a due south direction,
until it strikes the mouth of Catfish. Creek, or otherwise River au .Chaudiere, being the
first offset ; reserving a Tract beginning at the Indian Officers’ Land at a small Run or
Gully near the head of the Island of Bois Blanc, and running upwards along the border
of the Strait to the begmmng of the French settlement, above the head of the Petite Isle
Dinde ; then a due east line 7 miles, aud then south So many miles as will ‘ntersect anoth-
er east lme running frem the north of said Ran or Gully near the head of said Island of
Bois Blanc ; and another Tract beginning at the mouth of Rivirie au Jarrais, commonly
called Knagg’s Creck, running upalong the border of the Strait to the Huron Church, and -
one hundred and twenty arpents in depth ; with all and singular the appurtenances unto
.the said Trazt of land, belonging, or in anywise appertaining, and the reversion and rever-
sions, remainder or rema’nders, rents and services of the said premises, and all the estate,
right, title, interest, property, claim or demand whatsoever of us, the said Chiefs or any
other person or persons whatsoever of our said Naticns, of, in and to the said Tract of
land, or of, in and %o every part and parcel thereof, excepting the Reserves aforesaid; to
have and to hold the said land and premises hereby given and granted unto His said
Majesty, George the Third, his heirs and successors forever ; and we, the suid Chiets for
ourselves and. the whole of our said Nations, our anl their heirs, executors, and adminis-
trators, do covenant, promise and grant to, and with his said Majesty, George the Third,
his heirs and successois, by these presents; thai his said Majesty, his heirs and successors,
shall and lawfu]ly may, from henceforth and forever afver, pcaceably and gqnietly - have,
+hold, occupy, possess, anl enjoy, the said Tracc of land hereby given and granted, men-
tioned or intended to be given and granted, with all and every of the appurtenances, free,
tlear and dlscharged or well and sufficiently saved, kept harmless and mdemmﬁed of,




from and agninst all former and other gifts, grants, bargains and sales, and of, from and
against a!l former and other titles, troubles; charges or ingimbrances whatever, had done
-4 or snffered to be had, or suffered by any of us,” the safd Chiefs, or by any one whatso-

over of.the said Nations, our and their heirs, executors or adminictrators, and by t%ese
M presents do make this our Act anl Deel, irravocable under any pretence whatever, and
@8 have put His sail \!Iu]eqty in full possession ai.d seizin by allowing houses to be built apon
&% the premises. In witness whereof we, the said Chiefs, for ourselves, and the said Nations,
| have unto these presents wade the marks of our different Tribes, and affixed our seals, at
Detroit, District of Hesse, in the Province «f Quebec. the 19th.duy of May, in the 13th
year of the reign of our Soverign Lord, George the Third, King of Great Britain, France -
and Irelanl, Defender of the Faith, &¢., &c., &:., and in the year of our Lord 1790.

(COPY OF THE DEED OF SURRENDER.,)

- ) AMHERSTBURGH, SEPTEMBER . 20TH, 1836

We, the undersigned Chiefs and Warriors, in the name and in hehiif of the Wyandott

Tribe of Indians, inhabiting the Tract of Hruting Ground commonly known and describ-
£ ed us the Huron Reserve, in the Towuship of Malden, in the County of Essex, in Upper
Canada, being desitous to be permitted to scll-a portion of our said Hunting Ground or
Hurou Reserve, which, frrm the. industry of the whites, has now become highly valuable,
and annually to receive theinterest ot the procee.ls thereof withont any deductions what-
soever, do’hercby, this day, in Council at Amhersthurgh, propose to our Great Father to
& surrender to him for the generul expenses of the Iadians in Upper (anada, the south
third part (C.) of the said Huron Reserve, progided our Great Father will sell for us the
48 morth third part (A.) of the said Reserve, paying to us.and to our Tribe annually, as be-
. 2% fore stated, the interest of the 'proceeds thereof, without any deduction whatsoever, and
‘S provided the Stone Quary, which we at present occupy, for the use of the W)undot-t
Indians only—

(COPY OF THE LEASE OF POINT AU PELEE ISLAND.)

. This Indenture, made between the Cliefs and Sachems of the Chippeway and Ottawa
Nations of Indians, on the one part, and. Thomas McKee, of Detroit, of the other part,
ivltnesseth thut the said Chiefs ard Sachems cf the Chippeway and Ottawa Nations, for,
and in consiaeration of, the rent ard covenant hereinafter mentioned and contained, which, -
on the part and in behalf of the said Thomas McKee, his heirs, exect: tors, administrators,
e, and ought to be pald -and performed hath demised, and to farm letten, granted, and




‘by these presents, do demise, grant and to farm let nnto the said Thomas McKee, his exe- .
cntors or assigns, for, and during the term of nine hundred and ninety-nine years, and

fully to be completed and ended. Teo parcel ‘out the said Island into such lots or.parcels as

he may think .proper, and tenant the same with whatsoever and whomsoever they please
to put thereen. Yielding and prying ‘therefor y early and every vear during the said term
unto the said Chiefs and Sachems of the Chippsway and Ottawa Nations, their heirs and
assigns, three bushels of lndian Cor n or the value theroof, if deman&ed a.nnua'h , toand -

~{or the use of the said Chiefs and Sachems, théir Nations, heirs and assigns, do hereby

covenant that thesaid Thomas MLKee s heirs, executors, administrators, or assigns, may
demise, grant or sell any part or parcel of the said Island for the terni herein specified.
In witness whereof, &c., at Detroit, the first duy of May, in the year, &c., 1783

e &

(COPY OF THE-LEASE OF FIGHTING ISLAND.)

-This Indenture, made the thi:@day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and twenty-nine, between the Head Chiefs of the Ottawas, Chippeways and Pot-

tawatomis$ Nations, residing at the Miamies River, of the one pars, anl Thomas Paxton,.

of the Town of Sandwicli, in the Weste n District, ant. Province of Upper Canada, gentle

. ‘man, of the other part; witnesseth that the said Head Chiefs, in consideration of five shil-

lings to them paid at and before the sealing anJ delivery hereo’, by the said Thomas Pax-
ton, as of the rents, covenants and agreements hervinafter contained, on the part and be-
half of the said Thdmas Paxton, his heirs, executors, administrators and *assigns, all that
ppareel of land situate in the River Detrvit, in the ‘Couaty of Essex, and Province afore-
said, about midway -between the Town of Sandwich and the Town of Amherstburgh, com-
monly culléd and known by the name of Fighting Islsnd, or Isle uux Dindes, (called by the
Treénch, Grosse Isle aux Dmdes), cont.ining by computation a)out twelve hundred acres;
togetlier with all and singular; the appurtenances, either of woods, tisheries or other prive-

'Aleggs of wl atsoever nature belonging tJ ‘and conuected with, the’ said Island. To have

anl to hsld all and smrrular the said premises above mentioned, with the_appurtenances
thereunto belonging, unto the said Thomas Paxton, his heirs, executors, administiators
and assigns, from the day of t e date hereof, for, and during the terwn of nine Lundred and
ninety-nine years, thence next and-infmediately ensuing, aad fully to be completed and
erided. - Yielding and paying therefor, from, and immediately after the con:mencement of
the said term, a.nd during the continuance thereof, unto the said Head ¢‘hiefs, or their re--
presentatlves, or assigns, therent of Twelve Pounds Ten Shillings, currency, of the Pro-
vince aforesaid, at the Town of Amherstburoh, in said Province, on and upon the first day
of December in each year. And the said Head Chiefs, for themselves and tleir represen-
‘tatives, do hereby covenant to cancel and do hereby, cancel™all former Teases that may have
been made by them or other Cliiefs of the said’ ‘Ottawas, Chippeways and Pottawatomies -

" ‘Natjons to all and every other person or persons *whomsoever, and they do further- cove-
’ nant with the said Thomas Paxton, bhis heirs, executors, admmlstrators ‘and assigns by

t‘nese presents, that the said Thomas Paxton, his heirs, executors, auministrators and as- |
signs shall, and may it all times during the- suid term- hereby gmnted by and mnder the
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yearly rants, covenants and sgreements herein contained, peaceably and quietly have, hold,

- acenpy, possess, and. enjoy, all and singnlar the said premises hereby demised, and every
part und parcel thereof, with the appurtenances, without the least trouble, hinderance,
interruption and denial ef them, the said Head Chiefs or their representatives, or any
other Indizn, Indians, person or porsons, whatsoever, claiming or to claim the same or
any part or parcel thereof. In witness whereof the parties have hereunto mterchangeably
set their hands and seals the day and year abcve mentioned.

Afdavit of Oshahwahnoo, made the 10th Day of August, 1867.

States,—That he believes himself to be about ninety three years of age. Has had &
great deal of experience in the affairs of the Indians und.attended many of their Councils.
‘That he took an active part iu the spirit of 1812, under the celebrated Warrior, “Tecumseh.”
“That he was well acquainted with many of the Chiefs, whose. names -appear in the Instra-
ment marked P. That the said Chiefs weve the heal Chiefs of the Chippeway, Pottawa.
“tomy und Ottawa Nations, whose descendants now reside. on Walpole lsland. Wasson
lived and died inthe neighborhood of Walpole Islund, about seventy years ago. Essebance,
a principal messenger, has a-son now living in Muncey Town, lived acd died in what is
now Chatham, about fifty four years ago. Quitanisa lived and died in the neighborhood
of Walpole Island about fifty two years ago. Nangie was his (deponent’s) father ; lived
opposite St. Ann’s Island shortly before 1812 ; removed to what is now Sandusky, Ohio,
wliere he died about a year and-a half after his arrival there. Meshquigaboui died in his
" extreme olJ age, abont the year 1816, near the River Thames. Tie-came-go-se and Wahbau-
de-guis lived and died in the nez(vhbonhoo;l of what is now. Flovence,.Bear Creek. That. he
¢ was always told by the said and above named Chiefs that the Wyandotts, being emigrants
from the north, were nst the rightful owners of the Huron Reservation, but were only
permitted to settle on it by the real and original:proprietors—the Chippaway, Pottawatomy
and Ottawa Nations. That the above was as far back as he can refnemben, considered
aad regarded as an irdisputable fuct. That he alsg learned from the said Chiefs that the
said Huron Reservation was reserved by thé said Chippeway, Pottawatomy, Ottawa and
Wyandott Natious, to be owaed and hzll in comm)n by thewm ; but shat all the Islands in
the River Detroit and some in Lake Erie were owaed -and held in common by the said
Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations only. That Thomas Paxton, about- thirty
“eight years ago, went to Miamies, Ohio, and obtained a long lease of the Fighting Island
“from Cbief Wawasum and other Indiins, belouging to the Indians, the said Nations of
-Walpuole Island, but who at that time wereliving in Miamies - with Chief Wa-san-an-quot
-and Band Indians, then and still belonging to the United States. - That -he never knew
~nor heard of ‘the Bois Blanc Island, which was- used for- landing and.camping grouad
-and place of Council, being ever ceded .or leased to the government, or to any person. That

ave

ries - he never knew nor heard of any inquiry or investigation being made by any of the In-
ve- “dian Agents concerning the said Fighting Island. That he was present and- attended
by “both Conncils held at Amhembnrgh in the years of 1830 and 1840, when the Chippeways,
as- - Pottawatomies and.Ottawas. endeavored to enter into an agreement with the said Wyan- .

~dotts, (who being anxio:s to have the whole Tract under their control) applied to Wah.



i .
, be-baun-toonce, a white man of considerable influence, and Tronside, Inlian Agent then, for

assistance ; the said Ironside took side and interfered in behalf of the Wyandotts and in
consequence no agreement was made.

Supplementé,ry Affidavit of Oshahwahnoo made the18th Day of Seﬁtembar, 1867.

States,—That he himself lived at Malden for many years whex a youth. TLat he very
well remembers when the Wyandotts had a settlement on the opposite shore cf the Hunt—
ing Ground, and that when the Wyandotts sent their Head Chief, a very stout and tall
man, to the Chiefs and Sache us of the Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations to
seek admission and to settle on the Hunting Grounl, the said Chiefs and Sachems ad-
‘dressed him, “Brother,” and allowed him and his people to settle and occupy a small block
on the northern part of the Hunting Ground. That to his own knowledge, one Wah-be-
bau-toonce, as he was known by the Indians, a white man; marriel one of the Wyandott
-women, and always lived among the Indians afterwands. That to his own knowledge, in
stead of Wah be-bau toonce keeping to that portion of the Land set apart for his wife's
pevple, went ana settled upon the portion belonging to the said three Nations, and the
Wyandotts followed his example. That on the departure of the said three Nations, they
left a large string of Waumpuins to the care of the Wyandott Chiefs, with the instructions,
‘ to keep the Indian fire on the Hunting Ground.” That the Ottawa Chiefs, Ottawakie
and Ke-wish-owan died at or near what is now Sandusky, and Endashim at Miamies. That
-a part of the Wyandotts lefc and removed West, taking with chem the said’ Waumpums.
" -That be himself often saw the said Waumpums.

Affidavit df Kiyoshk- made the Tenth Day of Angust 1857.

States,—That he is about eighty two years of age. Was well acquainted with many of
the Chippeway and Ottawa Chiefs, whose names appear in the Instrument marked P,
That Ouitanisa and Mesh-qui-ga-boui were his uncles. That the said Chiefs, whose names
appear in the Instrument aforesaid, were the Head Chiefs of the Chippeway, Pottawatemy
and Ottawa Indians ; whose des.endants now live and reside on Walpole Island. That he-
learned and heard ‘rom the said Chiefs the following statement :—That the Wyandotts

- were driven from the north by the Ojebwas and landed on the. Hunting Ground, (Huron
Reaer?atxon,) and formed a settlement on it by permission of the said Chippeway, Pottawa- -
tomy and Ottawa Nations, who were the rightful and orignal owners of the said Huron

" Reservation, which formed a part of the Terntory ceded in the year 1790. That as far

_back as hé.can remenmiber, the' above statement was regarded and considered - ‘as -an: indis

phitable fact. - That at an earlier date the Bois Blance and F.ghting Islands. were consider—

‘ed ‘as belonging to the said Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations only. That to
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his own knowledge, one white man named Paxton, obtained a long lease of the said Fight -

in % ing Island from the Chief Wawasum and other Indians belonging to the Indians of Wal

pole Island, but who were living in Miamies, about thirty eight years ago, wnt.h Chief Wa

E san. a.n-quot and Band Indians belongmg to the United St.abes.
——cens e A @
7.
. Supplementary Affidavit of Kiyoshk, made the 18th day of Septembar, 1867

:Z , Sta,tes —That he himself lived at Malden for many years when a youth, and to lns own
all = knowle ige, the Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations did live atd reside in and
to . ia1 the neighborhood of the Hunting Grounds. Thac he was acquainted with the follow-
- ing Ottawa Chiefs, as also other Chiefs and principal men :—Wanishquy and Onagan died
ok in the vicinity of Sandusky, Egouichway on Walpole 1sland, Maugichway at Miamies.
he- That he rernembers when the Wyandotts acknowledged that they were not the rightful
6t owners of the said Hun‘ing Ground, by keeping themselves strictly to a small block on
iﬁ' the Noithern pact of the said Hunting Ground, being, as he always dnderstood, the por—
'3 tion of the Jand they were allowed to occupy by the above named three Nations. That

:,he ‘W1h-be-bau-toonce, » white man, who married one of ths Wyandott Inlian women, was the
first who disobeye] the Chiefs of the said three Nations by ot keeping himself to the

* " said small Block, but settling on the portion claimed by the said three Nutions, and his in-
:ie: # viding the Wyandotts, they f.llowel his example: Hence the whole of che said Hunting
at Groand was subsequently claimed by them. ‘
s, '
Afﬁdamt of Thoma.s Buckwheat, mals on the 1)th day of Auvust, 1867.
ﬁ'ta e3,—~That he belonfrs to the Chippaway Nation. Isahaut ﬁf(;y-four years of age, and
does not 1emember of ever seeing any of the Chiefs whose names appear in the Instrument
= marked P, but that he was acquaintel with maay of the Cuiefs, and from them he learned
of - that'the Huron Reservation was reserved to be owned and.held in :ommon by the. Chip-
P, p:way, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations endeavorsd to enter into sn agreement with. the
es Wyandoits as to the dlsposal of the Huron Beservation, but the said Wyandotts, being
0y anxious to have the whole Tract under their control, applied to Wah-be-bau-toonce, a
he- . white man of considerable influence, for a.sustance, who twok sides and interfered in their
48 - behalf, and in consequence no agreement was made. To his own knowledge, Chief Wa-
on wausum and Wawishquy; his, deponent’s Brother, with other Indians belonging to the
a- ndians «f Walpole Island, but who at that time were living in Miamies, Ohio, with
on Chief Wasanaunquot, delivereq, about tairty-.ight ye.rs ago, to Thomas Paiton, a long
ar lease of the Fighting Ts.and. - That he never knew nor beard of the Boxs\ Blanc Island
3  being ever surren ersl or leased to the Government, or to any other mchndual. That he
r— never knew nor heard of any inquiry bemg made by any of the Indian Agent;q in . year

to 1856 or at any other time respectmg the Flght.n 5 lsland. .

AN




Afidavit of Shobodess, made the 10th day of August, 1867. .

» States,—That he belongs to the Pottawatomy Nation, ard is about sixty-nine: years cf
age. - That he saw and was well. acquainted with the following .named’ Chiefs ; whose
~ names appear in tlie Instrument marked P:--Shebunce died at School Cap, Southern
‘part of Michigan, abont forty-five years ago ; Ke-wa-te-naw removed west, and consider-
able numbers of the Pottawatomy Nation went with bim ; Skonesque died in or near the
neighborhood of Detroit, about forty-two years aﬁo Mettegochin, Esha-ha and Pe-nash
died in the neighborhood of Washtenaw. That he was especially acquainted with Pe-nash
and Shebenc?; anl in his dmlv intercourse with them and-ovher Chiefs, he was always told.
by them that the Huron Reservation was reserved for the Chippeway, Pottawatomy,
Ottawa and Wyandott Nations. Thsat the latter were ahenq, being emigrants frown the
North, and became joint proprietors of the said Huron Reservation by permission of the
real and original owners of the Territory ceded in the year 1790, of which the Huron
~ Reservation former a part. That he frequented and sometimses did live in the neighbor-
hood cf Amhersthurgh, and formerly the above statement was indisputed. That, to his
kuowledge, the Bois Blanc and Fighting Islands were regarded as belonging to the said
Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations only That for many years he and said
‘Band or Nation, (Pottawatomy), lived in different parts of Michigan, losing many -of
their number by death aad removals bayonl the Mississippi. That, to his knowledge, at-
tempts were made abeut the years 1830 and 1840 by the. Chippeway, Pottawatomy and
Otl awa Nations to obtain their share of the Huron Reser vation, but the Wyandotts wish-
ing to retain the whole Tract under their control, applied to Irouside, Ageut of Indian
affairs, for assistance. He at once interfered in behalf of the said’ Wyzmdotts. No agree-
ment was entered into. That he and said Eottawatomy Nation never as yet received any
thing from the Government aécruing from the said Huron Reservation and Fighting Is-
land. '

Affidavit of A. Johnson, made the Tenth Day of August, 1867;

States,—That he is over fifty three years of age ; for many years acted -as a. Messenger,
‘and attended many 1ndian Councils. Thathe attended the Council held at Amherstburgh
"about the year 1830, in which the Chippeway, Pattawatomy and Ottawa Nations attempt-
“ed to obtain therr claim or to divide the Huron Reservation equally in proportion to the

number in each of the four Nations. The Wyandotts applied to Wah-be-bau-toonce, a
“white man of influence for help, who interfered in their 1 ebalf, in their endeavor to retain
‘the whole Tract under their own control. That another Council was held about the year
%1840 at the.same pluce, by the same parties, and for the sume purposé, and at the request -
‘and selicitations of the Wyandotts Captain Ironside, Indian Agent, assisted the Wyandotts,
“who weré anxious to have the whole Land in their power. That, to his own knowledge,
‘the Bois ‘Blanc and Fighting Isiands were held in common by the Chippeway, Puttawa-
“tomy and Ottawa Nations only. ' That-about thirty-eight years ago, Tetushgwagwan, Wa-
‘wishquy, Auscushe; Awutowaeche, Renswabai and Penneswanquot, witly Chief Wawansnm

executed a Deed of long lease of ‘Fighting Island to Thomas Paxton. That the- above.
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naméd Chief and Indians were living-in ‘Migmies, . Obio; at that time with Chief Wasan-
# aunquot and Band Indians belonging to the United States. That as far as he can remem-

' ber the Bois Blanc. and Fighting Islanids were. held in common: by\tbe Cthpewaye, Pot
tawa.tomy a.ml Ottawa N;hons\ only.

Af‘n'dant of Wa.mtegoosheence, made the Tenth Day of Auguat 1867,

 States, —-That he isabout sixty yearsof age: A:Pottawatomy and Chippeway. by -birtin.
That Pénash was his unele, and lived with’him for some time." That he -sersstimes’ lived
in"‘Malden, and-as far back as has he can remember the Huron Reservation: was. regarded
.88 "belonging to the Chippeway, Pottawatomy, Ottawa and Wyandott Nations ;- Gut of* alt

ron “the Islands in the River Detroit and some of thosein Lake Erie, were held in -commion by
';:f' - the Chlppeway, Pottawstomy and Ottawa Nations only.- That he never knew nor heard -
is

of‘any inquiry or investigation being made by any of the Indla.n -Agents - respeomug the-
B&s Bla.nc a.nd Flghtmg Iﬁlands .

‘Q‘

Aiﬁdant of Damd Kowgomoo, made the Tenth Day of' Aums& 1867

Slates ——That he is. the second Clnef of the Potta,watomy Band or Nation of Walpole
1sland. That he is about fifty three years of age. That he was well acquainted with

“%5 Pe-nash and Ke-wa-te-naw, Pottawatomy Chiefs, whese names appear in the Instrument
marked P.- Thatthe said Ke wa-te-naw was the grand father of Pewa\, decemzed labe )
ﬁf"Hma.d Chief of the said Pottawatomy Nation. That. he learned from. the above named;
- Chiefy; that the Chiefs whose names appear in the Iustrnment afores:ud were the Head

. Chiefs of the. Potta.watomy Nation, whose descenants now. resule on Walpole Iala.l@ Tha.t. .
. for many years led a hunting life in the: Territory “and - State of Michigan, dnrmg vh).ch, _
¢ tie they. lost many. of their. number by death and removals to the fur west beyord the,.

b Mississtppi. That he was always told by the above named Chiefs' that the Huron Réseava-
“tion was reserved to he owned and held in common by the thppaway, Pottawat.omy, Ot-
 tawa ‘and Wyandott Nations. That he very often went to Malden. - And at an  earlier
 date the Bois Blane and Fighting Islands were held in common by the said Chippaway,

. Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations only. That during their sojourn in said State of Mi-
chigan, one of their Chiefs, Mix-sa-be applied to the United States Government for land,
-and accordingly received a Tract in or near what- is now Coldwater, said land was however,
 surrendered to the said Government and 1o annuity way received for the sarme. Thaz in the
 year of 1837 hé-end said. Ban&numbemxg.abant nine hiundred and “ninety séeen, returned

ito Canada to avoid of being forced to remove beyond the . Mississippi, and by permission
o, of the €lippeways they. settledl.on Walpole Island, where. they due: since.- resided. .. That
a- the Treaty of:the 20th day of Septeraber 1336; extered into-betorenn: the.said- “Wyandolts.-
a- andthe British :Government, deprived them:of their. joins_claim o! the-sad. Haron. Resans .

vation. Than thay navez«mmm aRY: beneﬁt acemmgﬁnmmth&Bu&Bl&mmd\Fm



Affidavit of Me-nah-quot

States,—Tha he is about sixty-one years of age. That he is an Ottawa and belc.mgs to
the Ottawa Nation now residing on Walpole Island. That said nation or Band for many
years led a wandering life in various parts of the Territory and state of Michigan, during
which. time they ost many of their number by deaths and removals beyond the great
Mississippi. That during their sojourn in the said State, they never received any grants
from the U. States Government, either of land, money or anything whatsoever. That

~ he was well acquainted with Nianego, a chief of the Ottawa Nation, oeing his grandfather.
Lived in the same wigwam with him up to his (Nianego's) death.. That he does not re- |
member cf ever seeing any of the Chiefs whose names uppear in the Instrument marked
P, except the said Nianego, from whom Le was always told the said Chiefs were the
Chiefs of the Ottawa Nation, whose descendants now reside on Walpole Island. That he
and Band frequented tne Town of Amherstburgh and received presents. from the British
Government. Was well a.cquamted with many of the principal Chiefs, and was always
told by them, and especially by the siid Nianego, that the Wyandotts were strangers to
the three Nations. That they were driven by the Ojebwas of the North-from their homes
"and sought asylumn in the land of the Three Nations, who permitted them to have a

P sh_re fo the Huron Reservation. That this was an indisputable fact at an earlier date.

That, to his own knowledge, attempts. were made on the part of the Chippeway, Poctawa-
tomy, and Ottawa Nations in orabout the years of 1830 and 1840, to enter into an agree-
ment with the said Wyandotts as to the pr oper disposa) of the said Huron Reservation ;
but the said Wyandotts wishing to.have the whole Tract under their own control, apphf‘d
1o white men, of considerable influence, for assistance, and through the interference of the
said white men, the three Nations were unsuccessful and returned home. That, to his own

- kunowledge, the Bois Blanc Island was for muny years used for landing and campmeeting

~ purposes, and was held in.common, as also the other Islands in the River Detroit and l.ake
Erie, by the three Nations only. “That he never knew nor heard the' ‘Bois Blanc Isknd
being ever surrendered to the Government. That about thirtyight years ago, some '
Indians, among whom was Chief Wawasum, delivered to Thomas Paxton a lease of the.
Fighting Island for many years. Thut he lived for some years in the neighborhood of
Malden, at Point au Pelee, a distance 'of between thirty and forty miles. That the said
Ottawa Band came cver, and by s, .ecial permission of the ‘Chipp:ways, settled or: Walpole
Island about the year 1837.

Afﬂd:mt of Wliorw Ma.xy Flsher, made the 6th J uly, 1869

;S’tatu,~——l beheve myself to be about seventy-one years of age. Immedmt cly aft.er the :
conclusion of the war of 1812, went, and for maxy years did live and reside in and in the

vicinity of Amherstburgh "My late hushand, the said John Fisher, wus for many years .
Interpreter, and assisted in' distributing and issuing Presents to the Indians, .| He had a'-
great deul to do with the Indisn Affairs. I remember well when the Chief Wawasum, .
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e abo at forty vears ago, held a Council in which he and other Chiefs conveyed the Fxghtmg
)% Island by Deed of Lease to Thomas Paxton. Was present in the Council, as was
i also other women. Suw the Deed executed, the Copy of the same was given to my late -
husband, the said John Fisher. Said Deed has been, and up to this dete, and -is now in
my possession. Wawasum was a Head Chief of the Chippeways at Amberstburgh at that
period. and the other Chiefs, whose names appear in the Deed, were living in Miamies, .
viz:-——Wa -san au-quot, Wai-wes‘quai, Te-tush-qua-gw. n and Wa-taick-we-naw. 'The rest of
the Chiefs whose names appear in the Deed of Lease wnd who attended .the Council when
 the suid Island was deli: ered to the said Thomas Paxton, did live and belong to> Amherss-
burgh. To my personal knowledge the said Fighting, and Bois Blanz, Turkey and Point
.au Pelee Islands were owned by the Ottawas, Chippeways and Pottawatomies onlv. Tt
was regarded as an indisputable fuct that the Wyandotts camne from the North, and being
aliens, were not the rightful or original .owners of the Huron Reserve, which they now
oceupy, but were sim:ply allowed to occupy it by the said three Nations. '

fdavit of Wi, N. Fisher, Interpreter, Respecting the Copy of the Lease of
{l'lfllllécmg Island, Sworn a.nd Subscribed on the 6th July, 1869 before Edward
. 4

‘Statec,—-Th'at the Copy of ‘the Indian Lease. of Fighting Island, 1efered to-and accom.
enymng the Memorial, is a true Copy of the said Lease which isnuw in the possession of
ary Fisher, widow und relict of the late John ther “The old Copy of said lease bears
ample ‘evidence of its authentlcxt.y . o

8

Aﬁdawt of John Jake made the 10th day of July, 1860

States, -—J belleve myself to be about one hundred years of age. Essebence, ‘whose -
ame appears in the Deed, bearing date A. D. 1790, was my Father. He was a Principal -
Messenger fommany years, and myself have acted and sérved my people as Messenger for
iminy years. The namss of the Chiefs appeu%\g in the said Deed have been read to me..
saw many of them. They, some of them, were Ottawas, Chippeways and Pottawatomies.
o my personal knowledge the Ottawa, Chippeway aud Pottawatomy Indians owned the
ighting, Bois Blanc, Turkey and Point au Pelee Islands, and also the Huron Reserve,
hich now the Wyandotts occupy. My late father always told me that the said three
ations showed mercy and allowed the said Wyandotts to occupy a part of the said Huron
rve, when, by being diiveu, they came frum the North.. My late father. Essebence,
ed at or near Chatham, County of Kent, about between ﬁfby and sixty years ago. I was
ent at his funeral . :

- e



Certificate of William Caldwel, made the 20th day of May, 1869.

- States,—T, William Caldwell, do hereby certify to the best of my knowledge, to wit :—
That I believe myself to be about eighty seven years of age Was born at what is now
Détroit.- Was in former years well acquainted with many Indians and attended some of
their Councils. As far back as I could remember, it was ~a prevailing belief,”and also
every body considered it as an indisputable fact, that the Wyanlotts were aliens to that
part-of the  country in' which lies the Huron Reserve ;and that they were not the orlgmal
owners thereof. It was a weil known fact that the Pottawatomleq Chippewavs and Otta-
was were the rightful proprietors of the said Huron Reserve. "I always understocd thai
the Wyandotts came from Lower Canada, went towards Lake Superior, and subsequently
came down, and being allowed by the said Pottawatomies, Chippeways and Ottawas, bhev
serbt,led on-and now reside on the said Huron Reserve.

(Signed), WM. CALDWELL. -
Sigaed in my presence, at the Township of Malden; in the County of Essex, the "20th
day of May, A. D. 1869.

(Signed), L Tromas Hawkixns, J. P.

.Aﬁdam of Francls Meloche, made the 21st day of May, 1869 and sworn. befare
James Kevill, at the Town of Amherstburgh '

State.s —That he beheves lnmself to be about elghty elght years of age, and has hved in the
vicinity of. Amherstbt.rgh upwards of sixty yeavs, and has been well dcquamt,ed with .many
Indians of the C‘hlppewav, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Indmn Natmns and dunug the
period of sixty years he always understood that the above mentioned Indian Nations were
the.rightful and original proprietors of the Ande:don or:Huron Reserve. Thas the follow-
ing was at an earlier date considered and regarded as an'indisputable fuct, viz :—That
the Wyandotts were driven from-the North by- -some tribe of Indians, came down aund
found protection from tkLe said Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations, and also
were permitted to settle on the said Anderdon Reserve, where they now reside. That he
‘speaks and undeistands-the Cbxppeway dixlect, and-has been - intimately acquainted with
some of the Princip:1 Chiefs cf the said Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations,
and in his. intercourse with them, he a.lways heard them complain of the unlawful claun of
the. Wyandott&to the said Anderdon or Huron Reserve.
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