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MEMORIAL

OF THE-

AND OTTAWA INDIANS,

01?

WALPOLE ISLAND!

TOUCKI2NG TEmI CLAXM O TUE

Huron ReEerve, Figlting, Bois Blanc, Turkey, and Point al Pelee Islanda.

To His Excellency the Governor General in Council.

PRINTED AT THE "CANAD1aN" BOOK & JOB OFFIC.
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MIEM4OIR I AIL,

To His Excellency, The Right Horjorable Sir John Young, Baronet,
K. C. B., G. C. M. G., and Governor General of the Dominion of
Canada, &c., &c., &c.

The Meniorial of the Chirpeway, Pottawatoiny an1 Ottawa Tn-lians of Walpole Island,
touching th'eir claim of the Huron Reserve, Fi.htir.g, Bois Blanc, Ttirkey and Point au
Pelee Islands.

GREAT CHIEF,-

Your memorialists most respectfully present and pray-

Ist.--That they are the descendants of the three Indian Nations, Chippeways, Potta-
watomie and Ottawas, who formerly displayed their loyalty to the British Government.

21 è.-That according to the best informaticn that eau be obtained, aud upon reference
to the varioi a Deeds of Cessions, Grant.s and Leases of Lands, it will appear that the said
three N4tiø•1s were the rightful prorietors of the Peninmsula between Lakes Huron, St.
Clair ana Erie.

3rd.-That many years ago the Wyandotts emigrated fi om the North, (somewhere in or
near Lake Superior), and it appears that they first settled opposite Maiden, on the Michi-

gan shore, afterwards they removedand were allowed to settle on, what was then known
as the Hinting Gronnd, now called the Huron Reserve, wLich constitutes the Township

f Anderdon, in the Countv of Essex, Province of Ontario, where they now reside.; and
y permission of the said three Natons, became the joint owners of the said Hunting

Ground.

4th.-That on the 19th day of May, A.D., 1720, to please the Governnent, the said
rthee Nata9ns ceded to Bis Majesty George the Third, a large portion of the said Penin-

Sula. On that day they,. with the said Wyanidtts, and hy the concurrence of the Gov-
ernment, reserved the said Huron Reserve to be held nnd owned in common by them and
their posterity; as w ill appear upon reference to the Deed marked P. aceompanying this
Memorial.

5th.-That many years ago, the said three Nations left that part (Huron Reserve and
vicinity) of their possmssions-not with any intention of forever abandoning the land

d the Islands by them*reserved.~ The Chippeways, with few of the Pottawatomies and
tawas, removed and became permanent settlers on other Tracts of Land situate and

g, som in -the interior pirts of the said Peninsula, and others on the borders of the
er St. Clair. But the main body of the said Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations emi-

ted over, and for many years, led a wandeing and hunting life'in the Territory and
of Michigan, whPre they lost many of their numbers by deatlh and removals beyond

great Mississippi.



6tb.-That the said Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations returned to Canada, and settled

on Walpole Island, some in the year 1837, and others in 1841. The Pottawatomy Nation,

duriing their sojourn in ilichigan, received some land through "Mick-sa-ba," their then

Head Chief-aid land was,-howe.ver, ceded back to the United States Goverminent, but

they never recei-ed any annuity in consequence.

7th.-T.hat the said Ottawa Nation, during their sojourn in Michigan, never received any

land, nor anything whatsoever from-the-sid United StafesGovernment ; and they would

espeoially call your Excelleney's attentio to the fact, that being natives of Amnerica, their

rights, titles and intererts inust exist in one land or money relpresenting land which their

ancestors once called their own . and hey venture to state that they feel confident that

they sre the joint proprietors of -te Huron Reserve, -Bois Blanc, Fighting, Turkey and

Point au Pelee Islands.

8th.-That your Memorialista. e said three Nations, have from time tu time, inquirnd

respecting the said Huron Reservé and the Islands, but have been told by their Agents,

that since these portions of land have, by thetn, been so long neglected no action can be

taken. Your Meworialists beg to inforni Your Excellency that they have mot so neglected

the said lands, but in or about the years of 1830 and 1840 held Councils at Amherstburgh

with the said Wyandotts for the purpose cf entering into an agreement as to the proper

disposal of the said Huron Reserve, and in both Councils, the said Wyandotts lleing

anxiôus to hae the -whole Tract under their own control, on the ground of their having it

in their possession for many years, applied to w'hite men of infaenoSe for assistance, and

especially in the Conneil of 1840, the late George Ironside, Indian Superintendent theu,

instead of performing his duty to investigate carefully the case in question, interfered and

asaisted the said Wyandotts. Your Memorialists were over-ruled, and, in consequence,

no agreeaent was made.

9th.---That the Islands, respectively called, Fighting, Turkey, and Bois Bianc, situate

and being in the River Detroit., in the vicinity of the said Huron Reserve,:but -not wholly

in front of that Reseri e, and the Point au Pelee Island, fa Lake Erie, were owned and

held in comrnon at an earlièr period by the said thîee Nations; the Chippeway, ?ottawa-

tomy and Ottawa Nations only. The said lands were nt included in tie largo cessian of

land in the year 1790.

10th.-That your Memorialists have been lately informed that the said Fighting and

Turrkey islands had been disposad of, and the reason why the raid Fighting Island has been

neglected so long hy your Memorialists is, that on thea third day of Jd, A. D., 1829,

Chief "Wau-wan-som," with other Indiaus belongng to Walp>Ie Island, but -who at that

time were living in Miamies, Ohio, with a band of Ottawa Indians belonging to the United

States, delivered the said Island to one Thomas Paxton for a lease of nine hundred and

ninety-nine (999) years. That the Commisioners appointed in the year A.D., 1856, to

inquire into the Indian Affairs reported to the Government then, that "after amost. care-

fui invesigation, it appears to us- that the Wyandotts alone among the Indian Tribes

have any.title to it." Your Memorialists, who daim the Island, beg to inform Your Ex-

celleney that they never knew nor heard of any "carefal investigation" being smade in

1856, or at any other time by any of the Indian Commissioners;y for if they, your Mena-

rialists, had known it, they would have asserted their tiLle to it.

A rue copy-of the Leaae of Fighting Island accompanies this Memorial, as shewing and

proving that the said three Nations exercised the rights of ownership over it. SaiJ Leaao



led was executed, sig-iel a-, I s ileI in the pr'eîss of the late George Ironside, Supt. Indian

onl, Department, and several others, who did not entertain any doubt of the Island belonging
en to the siîd thre3 Nations only. Respectinz the sail Copy of the Lase, referto the Affida-

but vits of Widow Mary Fisher end Wm. N. Fisher, ac*ompanving this Memorial.

i1th.-That the said Bois Blanc Island was specially reserved to be a place of landing,

cam »ng aud,holding Councils thereon. It was never aurrendered· nor leased to the Gov

tild ernment, or to any otner person or persons. Therefore., your Memorialista now offer its

ir surrender to the Government to be sold for their own benefit.

ir 12th.---That the said Point au Pelee Islaind, which is in Lake Erie, was macy years ago

at delivered hy a Deed of lease to Thomas McKee, or in the Indian. Wah-be-me-sha-wa, for the

nd purpoise of him keeping live stouk thereon. Tais Island also mas never ceded to the Gov-

ernument by any of the Indiabns.

It is set forth in the Memorial of the McCórmick Family, that the Bands of Indians

who so owned the Island have become' extinot. Your Memorialixtr resiectfully cal and

direct your attention to the Affidavits accoupanving this Memorial as shewing and prov-

ing that the Ileirs and Successors of thcse Bands wito owned the Island have not becoume

gh exLinct.

er A 'tue copy of the lease of the Point au Pelee Iland accompanies this Memorial, shev-

ing and proving that the Cipmpawaysi and OIttawas h ud the right uf owner hip over

it 13th.-That, iuupressed as youur Memorialists are, with the rightfulness and justice of

nd their claim to the said Figlting, Bois Blane, Turkey, and Point ai Peleu Islanda, and
their joint claim of the s'aid Hur,>n Reserve, tney humbly pray that a proper hearing be

ad granted to then by the Governument.
And in connection wittà this Menorial, your Memorialista beg to call and direct your-at-

tention to the Aflidavits accomapanying this Memorial.

GREAT CHIEF,-

d Always unhesitatingly loyal and ever ready to support Her Majesty' Flag, your Ex-

cellency's Memorialiste venture to assert that they are deserving of the proper hearing and
favorable consideration of ti e Goyeiunmenut, in this, their expectation, and they feel that

they can, with confidence, apprca.h yobr Excellency, submitting their case, and praying

d that % ot maycause au ordei to be passed in the Council of your Great and Honorable

Councillors:

FiasTLY.-That the annuity realized ty the sale of the said Fighting, Bois Blanc and

Turkey Islands, nay be transferred so as to be hereafter payable to your Memorialists

d only.

dl SECONmDLY.-That payment may be granted to your Memorialists by the Govêrnment

o for the said Point au Pelee Island, which has been confirmed to the said McCormiek

lamily, by Deed, thereby effecting a loss to your Memorialists ; and

a . TianLy.-That your Meniorialists may obtain their equal share of the sad Hlron

Reserve, which they lost under the Treaty of the 20th day of Se-tember, A. D., 1836.

i A true Copy of said Treat accompanies this Memorial.

And, as in. duty bound your Memorialists will ever pray.

(Signed)
WM. N. FISHER,

In beha:f of the Memorialista.



COPY OF THE DEED OF CESSI(

. LA AssuMPTIoN, DISTRICT HESSE, 22ND JUNE,

1N.

1790.

Know all men by these presents, that we, the principal Village and War Chiefs of
the Ottawa, Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Huron Indian Nations, of Detroit, for and in
consideration of the suru of £1,200, currency, of the Province of Qîebec, at fire Shillings
per Spaniah Dollar, for valuable wares and merchandise to -us delivered hv the hand of
Alexander lcKee, Esq., Deptvty Agent of Indian Afftirs; the receipt whereof we do
hereby acknowledge, have, by and with the consent of the whole of our said Nation, given,
granted, enfeoffed, alienated and confirmed, and by those presents, do give, grant and' en-
feoif, alien and confirmi unto His Majesty, George the third, King of Great Britain, France
and lreland, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., &c., a certain tract of land beginning at the
mouth of the Catfishî Greek, commonlv called River au Chaudiere, on the north Side of
Lake Erie, being the Western extremity of a Tract purchased by Ris said Majesty from

'Message Indians in the year 178 t, and from thence running westward alo g the border of
Lake Erie, and up the strait to the mouth of the River known by the name of Chenail e
Cartie, an-I up the main branch of the raid Chenail e Cartie to the first fork on the aide
South; then a due east lir.e until it intersees the River La Franche, and up the Rit er La
Franche to the North West corner of the said cession granted to Ris said Majesty in the
year 1784; then following the western boundry of said Tract, being a due south direction,
until it strikes the muth of Catfish. Creek, or otherwise River au Chaudiere, being the
first offset; reserving a Tract beginning at the Indian Officers' Land at a small Run or
Gully near the headof the Island of Bois Blanc, and running upwards along the border
of the Strait to the beginning qf the French settlement, above the head of the Petite ile
Dinde ; then a due east ine 7 miles, aud then south 'so miany miles as will intersect anoth-
er east line running f rom the north of said R-.m or Gully near the head of said Island 4
Boisu Blanc; and another 'Iract beginning at the mouth of Rivirie au Jarrais, cominonly
caIled Knagg's reck, running up along the border 'f the Strait to the Huron Church, and
one hundred and twenty arpents in depth; with all and singular the appurtenances unto
the raid Tract of land, belonging, or in any wise appertaining, and the reversion and rever-
sions, remainder or rema'nders, rents and services of the said premises; and all the.estate,
right, title, interest, property, claim or demand whatsoever of us, the said Chiefs or any
other person or persons whatsoever of our said Naticns, of, in and to the said Tract of
land, or of, in and o every part and parcel thereof, excepting thte Reserves aforesaid; to
hava and to hold the said land and premises hereby given and granted unto Ris said
MaÀjesty, George the Third, his heirs and successors forever ; and we, the said Chiets for
ourselves and, the whole of our said Nations, our an I their heirs, executors, and adminia-
trators, do covenant, promise and grant to, and with his said Majesty, George the Third,
his heirs and successors, by these presents, that his said Majesty, his heirs and successors,
shall and lawfully may, from lenceforth snd forever aft;er, xaceably and qietly have,
hold, occupy, possess, ani enjoy, the said Tract of land hereby given and granted, men-
tioned or intended to be givn and granted, with all and every of the appurtenances, free,
elear-and discharged, or well and sufdiciently saved, kept harualesa and indeumnified of,
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.from and against all former and othergifts, grants, bargains and sales, and of, from and
against all former and other tities, troubles, charges or in imbrances whatever, had doue
or suffered to be had, or suffered by any of us, the saidhiefs, or by any one whatso-
ever of-the said Nations, our and their heirs, executors or adminittrators, and by tilese
presents do iake this our Act an Dee1, irrevocable under any pretence w4hatever, and
have put His sail Mtjesty in full p3ssession a,.d seizin by albwing houses to be built upon
the premises. In witness whereuf we, the said Chiefs, for ourselves, and the said Nations,
have unto these presents made the marks of our different Tribes, and affixed our seals, at
Detroit, District of Elesse, in the Province c.f Quebec. the 19th-day of May, in the .13th
year of the reign of our Soverign Lord, George the Third, King of Great Britain, France
and Irelani, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., &Z., anJ in the year of our Lord 1790.

(COPY OF THE DEED OF SURRENDER)

AMHERSTBUTRGH, SEPTEMBER 2OTH, 1836.

We, the undersigned Chiefs and Warriors, in the name and in beh ilf of the Wyandott
i Tribe of Indians, inhabiting the Tract of Hi nting Ground, commouly known and describ-
ed as the Huron Reserve, in the Township of Malden, in the County of Essex, in Upper
Canada, being desitous to be prmriitted to sell-a portion £f our said Hunting Ground or
Huron Reserve, which, from the ,ndustry of the whites, has now become highly valuable,
and annually to receive theinterest ot the procee.ls thereof without any deductions what-
soever, do hereby, this day, in Council at Amberstlurgh, propose to our Great Father to
surrender to him for the general expenses of the I-iliaus i Upper Canila, the south
third part (C.) of the said Huron Reserve, proxided our Great Father will sell for us the
north third part (A.) of the said Reserve, paying to us.au to our Tribe annually, as be-
fore htated, the interest of the proceeds thereof, withont any deduction whatsoever, and

provided the Stone Quary, which we at presçnt occupy, for the use of the Wyandqot
Indian only-

(COPY OF THE LEASE OF POINT AU PELE ISLAND.)

This Indenture, made between the Chiefs and Sachems of the Chippeway and Ottawa
ations of Indians, on the one part, and Thomas McKee, of Detroit, of the other part,
itnesseth that the said Chiefs ar.d Sachens cf the Chippeway and Ottawa Nations, for,
d in consiaeration of, the rent ard covenant hereinafter mentioned and contained, which,
the part and in behalf of the said Thonas McKee, his heirs, exectors, administrators,

and ought to be. paid and performed, hath demised, and to farm letten, granted, and
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by these presents, do demixe, grant and to farm let nnto the said Thomas McKee, his exe-

cutors or assigns, for, and during the term of nine hundred and ninety-nine years, and
-fully to be conpleted and ended. To parcel out the said Island intu such lots or parcels as

lhe may think.proper, and tenant the sam'ewith whatsoever and w'homsoever they pLease

to put thereon. Yielding and prying therefor yearly and every year during the said terni

unto the said Chiefs and Sachems of the Chippeway and Ottawa Nations, their heirs and

assigns, three bushels of Indian Corn or the value thereof, if demanded, annuallv, to and

for the use of the said Chiefs and Sachems, thàir Nations, heirs a;nd assigns, do hereby

covenant that thesaid Thomas McKee's heirs, exeentors, administrators, or assigns, may

demise, grant or sell any part or parcel of the said Island for the terni herein specified.

In iwitness.whereof, &c., at Detroit, the first day of May, iii the year, &c., 1788

(COPY OF THE*LEASE OF FIGHTING ISLAND.)

This Indenture. made the thi: day of July, in the yetr of our L'ri one thousand eight

hundred and twenty-nine, between the Head Chiefs of the Ottawas, Chippeways and Pot-

tawatomies Nation-, residing at the Miamies River, of the one part, an I Than s Paxton,
of the Town .of Sandwich, in the Weste n District, anr: Province of Upper Canada, gentle

-man, of the other part; witnesseth that the said Head Chiefs, in consideration of five shil-

lings -to them paid at and before the sealing an. delivery hlereo', by the said Thonas Pax-

ton, as of the yents, covenants and agreements hereinafter contained, on tihe part and be-

half of the said Thomas Paxton, his heirs, executors, administrators and ass'gns, all that

parcel of land situate in the River Detroit, in the County of Essex, and Province afore-

said, about midway between the Town of Sandwich and the Town of Amhe-stburgh, Sm-

fmonly callèd and known by the nname of Fighting lslsnd, or Isle aux Dindes, (called by the

French, Grosse Isle aux Dindes), conl inùig hy computation a:>out twelve huudred acres;

togeth'er with al aand singular; the appartenances, either of woods, fisheries or other prive-

leges of wl.atsoeverjture belonging t, and connected with, the said Island, To have

ani to hiüd all aud singular the said premnises above ment'oned, with the.appartenances

thereunto belonging, unto the said Thomas Paxton, his heirs, execuitors, administiat'ora

and assigns, from the day of t e date her-of, for, and rluring the tern of nine hundred and

ninety-nine years, thence next and-inrmediately ensuing, andi fully to be completed and

ended. - Yielding and paying therefor, from, and inmediately after the conimencement of

the said term, ani during the continuance thereol, unto the said Head t.:hiefs, or their re-

presentatives; or assigns,- the·ront of Twelve Pounds Ten Shilngs, currency, of the Pro-

vmce aforesaid, at the Town of Amberstburgh, -in said Province, on and upon the first day

of December in each vear. And the saii Head Chiefs, or themselves and their represen-

ttives, do hereby covenant to cancel and do hereby.cance 11 former 'eases that may have

been made by them or other Chiefs of the said'Ottawas, Chippeways and Pottawatomies

Nations to all ant eveiy other person or persons vwhomsoever, and they do further·cuve-

iant with the said Thomas Paxton, his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns:by

these presents, that tle said Thomas Paxton, bis heirs, executors, auministrators and as-

sigas 'll, and may át all tines during the said term-hereby grantedu by:and junder -th.
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?xe- yearly rants,.covenants and agreements herein contained, peaceably and quietly have, hold,
and .occupy, possess, and- enjoy, all and singular the said premises herebf demised, and every

s as part and parcel thereof, with the appartenances, withont the least trouble, .4inderance,

ase interruption and denial of them, the said Head Chiefs or their representatives, or any

,rut other Indian, Indians, person or persons, whatsoever, claiming or to claim the same or

ind any part or parcel thereof. la witneis wher eof the parties have hereunto interchangeably

ind set their hands and seals the day and year abc ve mentioned.

eby

nay

Âiavit of Oahahwahnoo, made the 10th Day of August, 1867.

States,-That he believes himself to be about ninety three years of age. Has had a

great deal of experience in the affairs of the Indians arid.attended many of their Councils.

That he took an active part iu the spirit of 1812, under the celebrated Warrior, "Tecumseh.'

That he was well acquainted with many of the Chiefs, whose. names appear in the Instra-

ment marked P. That the said Chiefs were the hea.1 Chiefs of the Chippeway, Pottawa.

ght tomy and Ottawa Nations, whose descendants now reside. on Walpole Ibland. WassoU

ot. lived and died in the neighborhood of Walpole Island, about seventyyears ago. EEsebance,

on, a principal inessenger, has a ýson now living in Muncey Town; lived a.d died in what is

tle now Lhatham, about tifty four years ago. Ouitanisa lived and died in the neighborhood

hil- of Walpole Island about fifty two years ago. Nangie was his (deponent's) father; lived

ax- opposite St. Ann's island shortly before 1812 ; removed to what is now Sandnsky, Ohio,

be- . where he died about a year and a half after his arrival there. Meshquigaboui died in his
hat extreme ol age. about the year 1816, near the River Thames. Tie-came-go-se and Wahbau-

are- de-gais lived and died in the neighborhood of what is n d lorence,..Bear Creek. Thache

un- was always told by the said and abave named Chiefs that the Wyandotts, being emigrants

the from the north, were n-it the rightful owners of the Huron Reservation, but were only
res; permitted to settle on i. by the real aud originua proprietor-the Chippaway, Pottawatomay

ive- and Ottawa Nations. That the above was as far back as he can reMneiber, considered

ave ad regarded as an ir.disputable faut. That he also learned from the said Chiefs that the

ices said Huron Reservation was reserved by thé sicd Caippeway, Pottawatomy, Ottawa and

sors Wyandtt Natious, to be owned and haid in comm>mn by theLn; but that ail the Islands in

and the River Detroit and some in Lake Erie were owned and held in common by the said

and Chilpeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations only. That Thomas Paxton, about thirty

of eight years ago, went to Miamies. Ohio, and obtained a long lease of the Fighting Islatd

re- from Chief Wawasum and other Indians, belonging to the .lbdians, the said Nations of

?ro- Walpole Island, but who at that time were living in Miamies · with Chief Wa-san-ar-quot

day and Band Indians, then and still belonging to the United States. That he never kne.w

en- mor heard of ·the Bois Blanc Island, which was- used for landing and camping grohpd

ave and place of Conucil, being ever ceded .or leased to the government, or to any person. .That

aies he never knew nor heard of any inquiry or investigation being made- by any ot the In-

»ve- dian Agents concerning the said Figliting Island. That he was present and attended
eby ' both Conncils held at Amherstburgh in the years of 1830 and 1840, when the Chippeways,

as- -,Pottawatomies and.ttawas. endeavored to enter into an agreement with the said Wyan-

the dotts, (who being anrio:s ta have-the whole Tract under their control) applied to Woh.
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be-bau-toonce, a white man of considerable influence, and Tronside, ln lian'Agent then,'for

assistance ; the said Ironside took side and interfered in behalf of the Wiandotts and in

consequence no agreement was made.

Supplementary Affidavit of Oshahwahnoo made the 18th Day of September, 1867. ;

State,-That he himself lived at Malden for many years wheia a youth. TLat he very

well remembers when the Wyandotts hal a settlement on the opposite shore cf the Hunt-

ing Ground, and that when the Wyandotts sent their Head Chief, a very stout and tall

man, to the Chiefs and Sache us of the Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations to

seek admission and to settie on the Hunting Groun1, the said Chiefs and Sachenis ad-

dressedhim, "Brother," and allowed hin and his people to settle and occupy a small block

on the northernpart of the Hunting Ground. That to his own knowledge, one Wah-be-

bau toonce, as he was known by the Indians, a white man, i rriel one of the Wyandott

women and always lived among the Indians afterwards. That to his own knowledge, in-

stead of Wah be-bau -toonce keeping to thatportion of the Land set apart for his wife's

peuple, went and settled upon the portion belonging to the said three Nations, and the

Wyandotts followed his example. That on the deptrture of the said three Nations, they

left a large string -9f Waumpums to the care of the Wyandott Chiefs, with the instructions,

"to kee-p the Indian lire onthe Hunting Ground." That the Ottawa Chiefs, Ottawakie

and Ke-wish-owan died at or near what is now Sinduský, and Endashim at Miamies. That
a part of the Wyandotts left and removed West, taking with hen the said Waumpuus.

That he himself often saw the aid Waumpun.s.

Affidavit of Kiyoshk, made the Tenth Day of August 1857.

States,-That he is about eighty two years of age. Was well acquainted with many Of

the Chippeway and Ottawa Chiefs, whose names appear In the Instrument marked P.

That Ouitanisa and Mesh-qui-ga-boui were his uncle& That the said Chiefs, whose names

appear in the Instrument aforesaid, were the Head Chiefs of the Chippeway, Pottawatdmy
and Ottawa Indians; whose des..endants now live and reside on Walpole Island. That he-

learned and heard from the said Chiefs the following statement :-That the Wyandotts

Were driven fronm the north by the Ojebwas and landed on the Hunting Ground, (Huron

Reserfation,) and formed a settlement on it by permission of the said Chippeway, Pottawa-

tomy and Ottawa Nations, who were the rightful and orignal owners of the said Huron

Reservatioe, which formed a part of the Territory ceded in. the year 1790. That as far

back as he-can remember, the above statement was regarded and considered -as an ,.indis-

pmtable fadt; That at an earlier date the Bois Blance and F.ghting Islands were consider-

ed'as belong*ng to the said Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations only. That to



Ii

his own knowledge, one white man named Paxton, obtained a long lease of the said Fight

-ing Island from the Chief Wawasuan and other Indians belonging to the Indians of Wi

pole Island, but who were living in Miamies, about thirty eight years ago, with Chief Wa

san-an-quot and Band Indians belongiug to the United States.

Supplementary Affidavit ofKiyoshk, mide the 18th day of September, 1867.

Stata,-That he himself lived at Milden for many years when a youth, and to his own

knowle ige, the Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations did live ard reside in and

i the neighborhood of the Hunting Grounds. Thar he was acquainted with the follow-

ing Ottawa Chiefs, as also other Chiefs ani principal men:-Wanishquy and Onagan died

in the vicinity of Sandusky, Egouichway on Walpole Island, Maugichway at Miamies.

That he remembers when'the Wyandotts acknowledged that they were not the rightful

owners of the said Iun4ing Ground, by keep'ng themselves strictly to a smail 'lock on

the Noithern part of the said Hunnting Ground, being, as he always inderstood, the por-

tion of the ]and they were.allowed to occupy by the above named three Nations. That

Wah-be-bau-toonce, a white man, who marri-ed one of the Wyandott Inlian womn, was the

first who disobeyei the Câiefs'of the said tihree Nations by n->t keepiug himself to the

said small Block, but settling on the part=on claimed by the said three Nations, and his in.

viung the Vyandotta, they fi llowel his example- Hence the whole of Che said Hunting

Groand was subsequently claimed by them.

Affidavit of Thoms Bukwheat, ma a on the 1)th day of August, 1867.

Sa es,-That he belongs to the Chipp3way Nation. Is about fifty-four years of age, and

does not iemember of ever seeing any of the Chiefs whose names appear in the Instrument

marked P, but that he was acquaintei with maay of the Càiefs,'and from them he learned

thatthe Huron Reservation was reserved to be owned and.held in ommon by the Chip-

p way, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations endeavored to enter into an agreement witl the

Wyandoits as to the disposal of the Huron Ikeservation, but the said Wyandotts, being

axious *k.. .the wholeTract under thteir control . apilied to Wah-be-bau-toonce. a
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white man of considerable influence, for assistance, who t"ok sides and interfered in- their

behalf, and in consequence no agreement was made. To his own knowledge, Chief Wa-

wausum aud Wawishquy, his, deponent's Brother, with other Indians belonging to ·the

Indians . f Walpole Island, but who at that time were living in Miamies, Ohio, with

Chief Wasanaunquot, delivereu, about t irty-ight years ago, to Thomas. Pa±ton, a long

lease Of the Fighting Is.and. That he never knew nor heard of the Bois, Blanc Island

being ever aurren.erl ,'or leased to the Government, or to any other individual. That he

never.knew nor heard of any inquiry being made by any of the Indian Agent uin year

1856 or at auy otier tùe respecting the'Fightin îsland.

mmmmmm--,_ -



'12

Affidavit of Shobodese, made the 10th day of August, 1867.

States,-That he belongs to.the Pottawatomy Nation, ard is about sixty-nine: years cf

age. That he saw and was well. acquainted with the fcllowing..named .Chiefs ; whose

names appear in te Instrument marked P:Shebence died at School Cap, Southern

part of Michigan, abont forty-five years ago.; Ke-wa-te-naw removed west, and consider-

able numbers of the Pottawatomy Nation went with him ; Skonesque died in or near the

neighborhood of Detroit, about forty-two years ago ; Mettegochin, Ebha-ha and Pe-nash

die4 in the neighborhood of.Washtenaw. That he vas especially acquainted with Pe-nash

and Shehence; an i in his daily intercourse with them anlother Chiefs, he was always told.

by them that the Huron Reservation was reserved for the Chippeway, Pottawatomy,

Ottawa ana Wyandott Nations. That the latter were aliens, being emigrants froin the

North, andbecame joint proprietors of the said Huron Reservation by permission of the

real and original owners of the Territory ceded in the year 1790, off which the Huron

Reservation formeil a part. That he frequented and sometimes did live in the neighbor-

hood cf Amherstburgh, and formerly the above statement was indisputed. That, to his

knowledge, the Bois Blanc and Fighting Islands were regarded as belonging to the said

Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations only. That for many years he and said

Band or Nation, (Pottawatomy), lived in different parls of Michigan, losing many of

their number bv death and rem:nvals b:yon i-the Mississippi. That, to his knowledge, at-

tempts were made about the vears 1830 and 1840 by the, Chippeway, Pottawatomy and
Ott awa Nations to obtain their share of the Huron Reservation, but the Wyandotts wish-
ing to retain the whole Tract under their control, applied to Ironside, Agent of Indian

affairs, for assisance. He at once interfered in behalf of the said~ Wyandotts. No agree-

ment was entered into. That he and said Pottawatouxy Nation never as get received any

thing from the Government accruing fr>m the said Huron Reservation and Fighting Is-

Jaud.

Affidavit of A. Johnson, made the Tenth Day of August, 1867.

Stat&s,-That he is over fifty three years of age ; for oany years acted as a Messenger,
and attended many ldian *Councils. That he attendel the Csuncil held at Amherstlurgh

about the year 1830, in which the Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations attemupt-
-ed to obtain their clim or to divide the Huron Reservation equally in proportion to the

number in each of the four Nation. The Wyandotts applied to Wah-be-bau-toonce, a

white man-of influence for help, who interfered in their I ehalf, in their endeavor to retâin
the whole Tract under their own control. That another Council was held about the year

%1840 at thesame place, by the sanie parties,- and for the saie purpose, and at the requet

-,nd solicitations of the Wyandotts Captain Ironside, Indian Agent, assisted the Wyanudotts,
:who were anxious to have the whole Land in their power. That, to his own knowledge,

the Bois:Blanc and Fighting Isiands• were held in common by the 'Chippeway, Puttawa-

torny and Ottawa Nations only. That-about thirty-eight years ago, Tetushgwagwan, Wa-

ishquy,AuscnsheAutowaeche, Renswabai and Penneswanquot, wit 1 Chief Wawansum

executed a Deed of long lease of Fighting Island--to Thomas Paxton. That the above-
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nanied Chief and Indians were living:.in Miäniies,. Obi.oat- that time with Chief Wasan-
aunquot and Band Indians belonging to the United States. That as far as he can remem-
i cf ber the Boib Blanc. and Fighting lIlaids were. held in comun. by. th Chippeway, Pot
tawatomy andOttawa Nation=only.
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ash Affidavit 4Wamtegosheence, made the Tenth Day of AugaSt 1867.
;old.~s StSater,-That he isabout sixty years of age: A Pottawatomy and Chippeway byrbirti;

That Pe:nashwas his- uncle, -and lived with7himn for somàe tim. That he .sonretiaest lived
the
the r Malden, and-as fai- back as fias he cari remember the Huron Reservation- was regarded

e belonging to the Chippeway, Pottawatoriw,'Ottawa and Wyandott Nations ; tut of' ali
ron thr Island'in the River Detroit and some -if those-in Lake Erie, were held in comon b

tbe Chippeway, Pottawstomy and Ottawa Nations only.- That he never knew nor heardbis ofanv ihqiry or investigation being made by aniy of the Indian Agentsrespeting the

ai ie Blane and Pighting Islands
aid

at-

nd

AffIavit of David Kowgomoo; made the Tenth Day of, ugust, 1887.

e- Beaes.--That. he is the second Chief of.the Pottawatomy Band or Nation of Walpole.

ny asiansd. That he is about fifty thre years of age. That he was well acquainted with

Is- Pe-nash and Ke-wa-te-taw, Pottawatomy Chiefs, whcse namen appear .n the Instrument
jmarked P. Tha the said Ke wà-te-naw was the grand father of Peway, deceased, late

Head Chief of the'said Pottawatomy Nation.. That lie learned froin the above namàedž
Chiefii tht the Chiefs whose rnmes appear in the Instrument aforesaid, were the Read
Chiefsàof the Pot.tawatomy Nation,. whose descenantsnow. reside on Walpole islar4 That
for many years led a.hunting lite in the -Territory and State of Michigan, dîrmng .whicIh

tune they bsat many of their numuber hy death and renovals to the far west beyor d thia
Mississippi. That he was always told by the above named Chief& that the Ifiroa Reseava-
, tion was reserved to be owned and held in common by the Chippaway, Pottawatomy, Ot:.

h tawa and Wyandott Nations. That he very often went to Malden. And at an earier
't- date the Bois Blanc and Fighting Islands weryiheld in common by the said Chippawav,

he Pottawatony and Ottawa Nalions only. That during their sojourn in said State.of Mi-
a chigan, one of their Chiefs, Mix-sa-be applied to the United States Government for land,

in and accordingly received a Tract in or near what is now Coldwater, said laud was however,

ar surrendered to the said Government and go annuity was received foi the sane. Tha in the
%t y of 1837 hunsaia anduimbei4grboutninurdad n nuie-en, returned

, to Canada to avoid of being forced to remove beyond the Mississippi, and by permission
e f the €%iprwaya thousettled.on Walpol dwertheydrlw se esidd. That

a- theTeay 2L tday of:September 1ß36- ente»ed etwetthesai WyandbAtee

a- aukthe B.titishGoenet a~,deprived.themsfshei joint.claim of tha. aJL.Haou Reaa
m vation, Thar thaymae ves oive&anysbeneMt:aceruingfra teBaiaBJanadigtinguå
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Affidavit of Me-nah-quot- ai

Sttes,-Thae he is about sixty-one years of age. That le is an Ottawa and belongs to ai
the Ottawa Nation now residing on Walpole Island. That said nation or Band for many
years led a wandering life in various parts of the Territory and state of-Michigan, during M

which time they :ost many of their number by deaths and renovals beyond the great pe
Mississippi. That during their sojourn in the said State, they never received any grants vi
from the U. States Government, either of land, money or anything whatsoever. That th

he was well acquainted with Nianego,. a chief of the Ottaw a Nation, oeing his grandfather. th
Lived in the same wigwam with him up to his (Nianego's)death., That he does not re- Nét
member cf ever seeing any of the Chiefs whose naines appear in the Instrument marked at

P, except the said Nianego, froim whom lie was always told the said Chiefs were the wl

Chifs of the Ottawa Nation, whose descendants now reside on Walpole Island. That he ali

and Band frequented tne Town of Amherstburgh and received presents from the British oc

Government. Was well acquainted with many of the principal Chiefs, and was alwavs

told by them, and especially by the sid Nianego, that the Wyandotts were strangers to

the three Nations. That they were drLî en by the Ojebwas of the North-frorn their homes

and sought asylumn in the land of the Three Nations, who permitted them to have a

ah..re fo the Huron Reservation. That this was au'indisputable fact at an earlier date.

That, to his own knowledge, attempts. were made on the lart of the Chippeway, Pottawa-

tomy, and Ot'tava Nations in or about the years of 1830 and 1840, to enter into an agree-

ment with the said Wyandotts as to thieproper disposal of the said Huron Reservation;

but the said Wyandotts wishing to,have the whole Tract under their own control, appli-d

to white men, of considerable influence, for assistance, and througha the interference of the'

said white men, the three Žiations were unsuccessful and returned home. That, to hi own

knowledg', the Bois Blanc Island was for many years used for landing and campmeeting

purposes, and was held incommon, as also the other IsIands in the River Detroit and 1.ake
Erie, by the three Nations'only. That he never knew nor heard the' Bois Blanc Island

being ever surrendered to the Government. That about thirty-eight years ago, some

Indians, among whom was Chief Waiwasum, delivered to Thomas Paxton a lease of the.

Fighting Island for many years. That he lived for some years in the neighborhood of

Malden, at Point au Pelee, a distance~of between thirty and forty miles. That the said

Ottawa Band came over,.and by saecial permission of the "Chi>paways, settled on W alpole

Island aboutthe year 1837.

na

Affidavit of Wilow May Fiuher, male the 6th July, 1869. C

Statea-I believe myself to be about seventy-one years of age. :Immediately after the
conclusion of the War of 1812, went, and for manv years did live and reside in and in the
vicinity ofAmberstburgli. - My late husband, the.said John Fisher, waa for many years
Interpreter, and asistéd in distributing and·issuing P-esents o the' Indian. He had a
great deal to do with the Indian Affairs. I remember well when the Chief Wawasum,



aboit forty vears ago, held a Council in which he and other Chiefs conveyed the Fighting
Island by Deed of Lease to Thomas Paxton. Was present in the 'Council, as was
also other women. Saw the Deed executed, the Cppy of the same was given to my lata.

y husband, the said John Fisher. Said Deed has been, and up to this date, and is now in
g my possession. Wawasum was a Head Chief of the Chippeways at Amberstburgh at that

it period. and the other Chiefs, whose names appear in the Deed, were living in Miamies,

-viz:-Wa -san au-quot, Wai-wes-quai, Te-tush-qua-gw. n and Wa-taieL-we-naw. The rest of
the Chiefs whose naines appear in the Deed of Lease and who attended the Council when
r. the said Island was deli ered to the said Thomas Paxton. lid live and belong ti Anherst-

e- burgh. To my personal knowledge the said Fighting, and Bois Blanc, Turkey and Point
d au Pelee Islands were owned by the Ottawas, Chippeways and Pottawatomiies onlv. It

e was regarded as an indisputable fact that the Wyandotts came from the North, and being
e aliens, were not the rightful or original owners of the Huron Reserve, wnich they now
h occupy, but were simply allowed to occupy it by the said three Nations.
s

Âfdavit of Wm. N. Fisher, Interpreter, Respeoting the Copy of the Lease of
Fighting Island, Sworn and Subsoribed on the 6th July, 1869 before Edward
Handy.

States,-That the Copy of the Indian Leas' of Fighting Island, iefered to and accom.
gauyng the Memorial, is a true Copy of the said Lease which is nuw in the possession of

ary Fisher, widow and relict of the late John Fisher. The old Copy of said lease bears

ample evidence ofits authenticity.
e

e.

If

e

Affidavit of John Jake made the 10th day of Julyp 1869.

States,- believe myself to be about one hundred years of age. Essebence, whose

name appears in the Deed, bearing date A. .D. 1790, was my Father. He was a Principal

Messenger foutany years, and myself have acted and served my people as Messenger for
mIny years. The namns of the Chefs appearng in2 the said DeAd have been read to me.,

saw many of them. They, some of them, were Ottawas, Chippeways and Pottaoatomies.
o my personal knowledge the Ottawa, Chippeway and Pottawatomy Indians owned the

'ghting, Bois Blanc, Turkey and Point au Pelee Islands, and also the Huron Reserve,

hich now the Wyandotts occupy. My late father always told me that the said three
e ations showed mercy and allowed the said Wyandotta to occupy a part of the said Huron

r1e. when, by being dtiveu, they came frum the North. My late father. Essebence,

a - ed at or near Chatham, Coîanty of Kent, about between fifty and sixty years ago. I was

nt at his funerai.
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Certifieate of-William 'aldwel, made the 20th day of May, 1869.
States--I, William Caldwell, do hereby certify to the best of my knowledge, to wit-~.

That-I believe myself·to be about eighty seven years of age Was born at what is n-3w
Detroit. Was in former years weil acquainted with many Indians and attended some of
threir Conncils. As far back as I could remeiber, it * as a prevailing belief, and: also
every-body considered it as an indisputable fact, that the Wyandotts were aliens to that
patrof -the country in which lies the Huron Reserve; ;and that they were not the original
owners thereof. It was a weil known fact-that the Pottawatoinies, Chippuwavs and Otta-
was were the rightfui proprietors of-the said Huion Reserve.- I always· understocd that
the Wyandotts- came from Lower Canada, went towards Lake Superior, and subsequently
came down, and being allowed by the said Pottawatomies, Chippeways and Ottawas, thev
settled on and now reside on the said Huron Reserve.

(Signed), WM. CALDWELL.

Signed in my presence, at the Tovuship of Malden, in the Cotinty of Essex, the 20th
day of May, A. D. 1869.

(Signed), THOMAS HAWKINS, J. P.

Affidavit of Francis Meloche, made the 21st day of May, 1869, and sworn. before
James Kevill, at the Town of Amherstburgh.

States -That he believes himself to be about eighty eight years of age, and lias lived in the
vicinity of Amherstburgh upwards of sixity years, and has been well acquainted with -many
Indians of the Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Indian Nations; and duriig. the
period of sixty years he always understood that the above mentioned Indiain Natious were
the rightful and original proprietors of the Ande:don or, Huron Reserve. Tha. the follow-
ing was at an earlier date considered and regarded as an indisputable facit, viz :-That
the Wyandotts meie driven from-the North by- some tribe of Indians, came down and
found protection from the said Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations, and also
were permitted to settle on the said Anderdon Reserve, whlere they now reside. That he
speaks and undei-staids the Chippeway dia lect, andbas been intimately acquainted with
some of the Principîl Chiefs cf the said Chippeway, Pottawatomy and Ottawa Nations,
and in his.intercourse with them, he always heard them complain of the unlawful'claim of
the W'yandottato the said Anderdon or Huron Reserve.
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