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COMMITTEE

or

PIIANCE.

T'o the Honorable the House of Assembly ;

The Committee on Finance beg leave to
make this their third Report.

Your Committee remark that although this
House has represented to His Excellency on
former occasions, in relation to the large balan-
ces outstanding in the hands of Collectors and
Inspectors, and calling Hig Escellency’s atten-
tion to the subject, yetthey are much concerned
to find that there was a larger balance due on
the 31st December last than at any former pe-
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riod, and also that although this was brought
forward from year to year, and those persons
complained of as defaulters, no proceeding with-
in our knowledge has becn had against them for
the recovery of so large a sum which should be
settled. The Committee would suggest that
some steps should be resorted to, to have these
arrearages paid, as well as te compel other Ac-
countants in this Province to be more regular in
paying over public money into the hands of the
Receiver General.

Your Committee have observed that Christo-
pher A. Hagerman, Esq. in the Public Accounts,
sent down to this Housé at itz last Session, was
a defaulter ns a Collector at the Port of Kings-
ton, but that item not appearing in the Public
Accounts of this year, the Chairman addressed
a letter to the Inspector General, asking inform-
ation on the subject, whose answer in reply is
as follows: ‘ '

Inspector Gencral's Offfice,
11th April, 1833.  §

Sir,

. I have the honor to state for the infor-
mation of the Finance Committee that Mr. Ha-
german has a claim upon the Council which has
long been pending with the King’s Government,
for his portion of a seizure, as he contends, le-
gally made while he was Collector of the Cus-
toms at Kingston, but relinquished ‘to the par-
ties by order of Sir Peregrine Maitland, in con-
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sideration of their ignorance of the British Sta-
tute under which the proceedings were had.

The amount ig much greater than that due by
Mr. Hagerman, and I did not consider it right
to represent him as a public defaulter and that
sum. ag available while there was a probability
of his claim being allowed. I therefore desired
his name te be omitted, and the account kept
open as before in the office until a decision could
be had thereon.

1 have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,

GEO. . MARKLAND,

Impectm; Gleneral.

“»

Your Committee cannot but express their as- -
tonishment that the Inspector (’E)eneral of this
Province should have assumed the right to re-
port such and so many of the defaulters to this
House as he may have thought expedient, and
to omit reporting othets, which together with
the extremely mystified state in which many of
the accounts, especially those relating to the
Casual and Territorial Revenue, have been sent
dowh to this House, has tended to lessen the
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confidence of Your Committee in the correct-
ness of the accounts sent down for their inspec-
tion, nor are they at all surprised that g0 many
Collectors and Inspectors are defeulters, while
they have before them the example ¢f the head
of the Department allowing an account of mo-
nies that are placed at the disposal of the Pro-
vincial Legislature by the 4th Will. 4th to be ta-
ken from the returns of the Public Accounts
sent to this House merely upon the ground that
the Collectors had a supposed claiin upon the
British Government for the surrender of a sejz-
ure ; which sum would not have been at the djs-
posal of the Provincial Legislature by any en-
actment cf this Province, seizures being Crown
Revenues, and Your Committee are of opinjon
that the Inspector General might just as well
have induced the Governor to have issued a
warrant in favor of the Collector for that amount
out of the Revenues colllected, in ary other way,
directly from the people as to have allowed thit
account to be struck out of the Public Accounts.

The Committee beg leave further to report
Statements of the appropriation of £25,000 gran-
ted by An Act 4th Will. 4th, ‘Chap. 48, grant-
ing a sum of money for the improvement of the
roads and bridges in the severa{‘Districts in thig
Province, shewing the sums expended, the
sums unexpended, and the sumsg unaccounted
for, &c. together with the names of the Com-
missioners appointed to expend the same.

Also a general statement of the application of
the monies granted by the Acts passed in 1832~
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3—3rd Will. 4th, chap. 60—and continued by
the Act 4th Will, 4th, chap, 47, shewing the
the sums expended, the sums unexpended, the
sums unaccounted for and the Commissioners
appointed to expend the same.

All which is respectfully submitted. ﬁ

CHARLES DUNCOMBE,
| Chairman.

Committee Room, House of . 3
sembly, April 14th, 1835,
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RESOLUTION
Reporiod by the Chairman of the Committe
of I'inance, April 15th, 1885.

‘

Resolved, That the British Act 18th, Geo. 3d, Chap. 22,
declares, that the King and Parliament of Great Britain
would not impese any duty, tax or assessment whatever upon
any of His Majesty’s Colonies, Provinces and Plantations, in
North America or the West Indies, except only such duties
as it might be expedicnt to impose for the regulation of Com-
merce : and that the net produce of such dutics should always
be paid and applicd to and for the use of the Colony, Province
or Plantation in which tho same should be raised, in such’
manner as other dutics collected by the authority of the re-
" spective Gencral Courts or General Assemblies of such Colo-
nies, Provinces or Plantations, should be ordinarily paid and
applied : which act was a pledge from the British Nation, that
the people of the North American Provinces, with Provincial
Legislatures, should, with the reservation only of the Com-
mercial restrictions, through the Assemblies in which they
were represented, impose their own taxes and direct the ap-
propriation of them.—This Province enjoys such a Legisla-
tive Assembly as is contemplated by the said-act, and there-
fore all monies raised from the public property which has been
improved by the industry of the people in Peace, and defend-
ed by their valor in the late War, ought to be appropriated
by their Representatives for the comman good.

By the 3lst Geo. 3rd, Chap. .31st, jt;was intended
to confer the blessings of the Lnglish corstiution upon the
well tried suffering Loyalists and British subjects who
took refuge in this Province ;. and.this . House confides in the
magnanimity and justice of the Brifishi Nation, not to allow
the spirit of these laws and the faith of the British Parliament
to be defeated by mere verbal or critical constructions, to the
prejudice of the important privileges of the Provincial Parlia-
liament, and the subversion of constitutional liberty ; both of
which, are seriously injured and endangered by the assump-
tionof the power by the Provincial Government to apply mionies
raised fromn, and to, and for the uses éf this Province to the
Civil Government, or to any other purposes, without the
knowledge, conscnt and control of Parliament. The danger
and mischief are just the same, whether the uncontrolled ex-
penditure of such monies is derived from the sale of public
lands or from direct taxation. It is the possession of such
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Jarge revenues, independent of the Legislature, which must,
in any.country, endanger its liberties. ‘

By the 31st Geo. 8d, Chap. 81, the British Nation intended
to placo at the disposal of the Provincial Parliawent all reven-
‘wes arising from the public lands, except the Clergy and
Crown Reserves, for it would have been needless for Ilis Ma-
Jjesty to reserve. to himself one-seventh, had he. intended to-
keep the whole. The allotment of that particular portion te
the Crown, was a resignation of any exclusive claim to. the
rest; whatever proceeds therefore have been heretofore collect-
ed {rom the sale of such waste lands and applied by the Provin-
.cial Government without consent of Parliament, ought to be
refunded, and such future mis-appropriations effectually pre-
vented. Itis with gricf the country hay seeu the improvi
dent.contract under which the Huron tract of a million of
acres of choice lands has been assumed to be given, at an al-
most nominal value, to a Company in London, while the an-
nual instalments paid by them are expended by the Provincial
[Executive without the consent of Parliament, and the large
amount realized by the Company from sales at a very advane-
ed price arc withdrawn from the Colony and transmitted to
England, This improvident transaction, unsanctioned by any
domestic enactment, ought to be held invalid, particularly as
it was a transaétion based in no degree upon the good of the
Colony, whose lands are thas wastcfully assigned. T'he Char-
ter and all thre” Statutes connected with it, are a violation of
the 18th Geo. 3d, and our Constitutional Act.

1t must be -assumed, that the British House of Commons
never intended and will never sanction such a narrow and il-
liberal construction of the said acts, taken collectively, and
viewed in relation to the interesting and eventful circumstances
under which they were framed, s would deny the blessing of
true constitutional liberty to the people of this loyal Colony,
who, from the concessions made to the revolted Colonies, were
driven from their homes, their fortunes and their country.

The injured interests of this Province require that this
House should assert and exorcise their superintendance and
control over the receipt and expenditure of the whole public
revenue [rom whatever sources derived 5 by which means the
constitutional weight of this Branch of the Legislature will be
restored, the wants and wishes of the people be properly re-
spected, the improvident expenditure of tlie revenue be cor-
rected, aud all the natural resources of the country be effici-
ently directed to the many and urgent objects of public im-
provement, without resorting to present taxation, or those fur-
ther loans which must be eventually paid by increasing the
Lurthens of the people.  The loyalty and attachment of the
people of this Province to His Majesty’s Person and Govern-~
ment would, if possible, be strengthened by emtrusting to them
the' natural wealth of the country and the management of their
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own internal affalrs with institutions reformed to meet their
growing condition in population, wealth and commerce.

Under these circumstances, it is hoped no embarrassment
will occur in the future conduct of the public affairs, from any
quostion respecting those revenues, which it ought to be equal
ly the common interest of all to apply to the improvement of
the country, Tae House of Asscmbly have ever made a lib-
eral provision for the support of His Majesty’s Government,
and will doubtlessly continue to do so, by raising even by further
taxation, if necessary, an adequate supply, whenever they shall
find the natural resources of the ¢country,comprehended under the
Casual and Territorial Revenue, to be insufficient for that pur-
pose. And that & copy of this Resolution be sent to His Ex-
cellency, with a request that he will transmit the same to His
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Colonies.

The yeas and nays being taken on the foregoing resolution,
were as follows :

YEAS,—~MgssizuRs,
Alway, Parke,
Bruce, Perry,
Chisholm, Roblin,
Cook, Rymal,
Duncombe, of Ozford, Shaver,
Duncombe, of Norfolk, Shibley,
Durand, Smith,
Gibson, Thorburn,
Gilchrist, Waters,
Lount, Wells,
McIntosh, Wilson,
McMicking, Woolverton,
Moore, Yager—27.
Morrison,

NAY3—Messizurs,
Brown, Morris,
Caldwell, Richardson,
McCrae, Robinson,

McDonell, of Northumberland,Rykert,

McLean, Solicitor (zeneral,
McNab, Walsh,
Merritt, Wilkinson—14.






