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Address to the Inhabitants of Upper Canada,
on Free Schools by the Chief Superiatend-

eng 1.

Admizsion t'le the If,fo'??lmm for Upper
Cana ‘enins of, 57, 187. 5

Adv e of Free Public Education, 66 ;
of science and knowledge 63.

Atfections, The, 37.

African T'ravellers 30,

Agricuitural Education, in New-York 2, 77,
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Cherokee Indian Schools 98, 158, 166.

Child, and the Dew Drops 6 ; whatis a7;
child’s way to Heaven 51 ; hymn 70 ; the
Dying, 190.

Childrea, Attendance of, at 8chool in New-
York, 13, 138 ; in Ireland 14 ; in U.C. 45;
mode of teacbi:g €3, & ; what becomes of
all the clever 145.

China defined 7.

Chinese Women, Literatuee, and Schools 79.

Christian Education of the Heart 13.

Christmas Expositions in Germany 31.

Chronometers, how tried at Greenwich 63.

Cinderella, or the Glass Blipper 15.

Cities and Towns, Duties of, in respect to
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168 ; circular to school trustees in, 148, 188,

Circulars from the Chief Superintendent 56,
}lg. 1116, 116, 117, 119, 121, 122, 124, 148,
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Coal, Cc ption of, in England 79.
Cobourg 8chools, 27, 45, 93.
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England 36; in the United States 43, 45 ;
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Collogiate Education o Ireland 155, 186
egiate Education in Irelan 3
Cologne, Carnival of, 30.
Colonial Empire, British, 53.
Coloured Schools in New-York 27.
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tion 26, 183, 183.
Common Schools, Importance of, 33.
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to, 148, 184, 168 ; 16, o€ Public Instruction,
Upper Canada 149.
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Book written in Human Blood 82.
go-zou Schools 168, 156.
B'ﬂdﬁ)rd 8chool 77.
rain, Phenowena of the, 47.
Brant, Monument to, 175.
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Britannia Tubular Bridge 30, 63, 143.
British, Colonial Empire, 53; Colonist 51 ;g

and continental libraries 161 ; and foreign
school society 140, 183 ; and foreign edu- ¢
cational intelligence, 14, 26, 45, 62, 7<, 140, §

Convention, Educational, New-York 141 ;
Anmerican 141.
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Cornwall Common Schools 60.

Cork, Queen’s College in, 15, 156, 157.

Correspondence, torial, 168, 182; on the
school law, I{&pet Canada, 96; 9, 10, 18,
49, 81, 133, 138, 165, 168, 171, 172.

Colagécﬂ of Public Instruction, Upper Canada

Country, Our, 38.

Cramp, Rev. Dr., 8, 11, 174.
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Daguerreotypes, 177 ; Lunar, 63.
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Dumfries Schools 8, 12, 61.
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21, 71 ; of legislators 34 ; of the people 34 ;
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Early Hours of French Ministers of State 85.
Editorial 8, 16, 24, 32, 40, 48, 56, 64, 72,
&0, 88, 96, 112, 125, 128, 136, 141, 152,
160, 176, 188 ; corr d 164, 182.
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Gait Schools 8.

Galvanism, hoitative 63.

Galway, Queen’s College 155, 157.

Geological, Survey of Canada 175 ; of Mis-
sissippi 159 ; late, changes 95,

German ‘1eachers’ Convention 16.

Germany, Vocal Music, how taught in,22;
Ehakespeare in 31.

Geseuius, Bust of Professor, 31.

Girardin, Editor of la Presse 31.

Glasgow Schools 78 ; university at, new, 186,

Goderich 8chools, &c. 94, 185.

Goethe’s Casket 143.

Golcemith, Anecdote of, 47. .

Good Example for Upper Canada 65.

Government, Duty of the People in regard
10 their, 68.

Editors, Female, in the United States 79.

Edinburgh Review 46, 175.

Education, Common School, Encouragement
to persevere in the cause of, in Uﬁpcr
Canada 1; agricultural, in New-York 3,
62 in Upper Canada, 49, 56 ; General, in
N. York 12} in lreland 14,182 ; of the {)eo-
{I:):Ql;moral and religious 23, 71, 83, 165 ;

ndon medical and 126 ; in Britain
and Massachusetts 27 ; Duty regarding 34,
35; results of, in United States 33, 38; what
i8 35 ; of the soul 37; and constitutional
charter of Prussia 30 : comparative view
of, in Great Britain and the United States
52; in N. 8. Wales 62; and war 70 ;
progress of, in Upper Canada 75 ; the first
concern of society 87; what common
schools can do for a country 199; real
object of 139; in the British army 165;
university, remarks on 168 ; Elementary,
in England in 1850, 182, 186.

Educational Intelligence, 12, 26, 44, 60, 76,
93, 126, 149, 157, 173, 185,

Educational, Department, U. C. 128 ; jour-
nals in the United States 71.

Efficiency of a School S8ystem not depending
onal School Fund 130.

pt, 8chools in, 62.
gin, Lord, 54, 89, 140.

Elgin Industrial School, 44.

Electricitv, 177 ; new uses of, 40.

Electro-plating 177.

England, Egtome of, 38; education in 27,

45, 53, 182; bank of 47; public Jibra-
Irie;; én 79, 139, 161 ; consumption of coal
n 79.

Essay, Prize, T. C. Keefer's, 48, €9; J.
Lalor’s 87; Connecticut 130.

Essex, Kent, and Lambton Schools 7.

Etobicoke 8chools 77.

Examination, Normal School, Upper Ca-
nada, April, 1850 54, 64; of teachers,
Upper Canada 150,

Excuses, Making, 179.

Exhibition in London, May, 1851, 30,
175, 187,

Experience, teaching of 4.

F

Facts, for Parents and Teachers, 36 ; witha
moral 70 ; curlous, relating 10 free schools
n Massachusetts 70; in natural history 85.

Farmer's Every Day Book 160.

Fema.lc. Eduecation, 53, 139 ; editors in the
United States 79 ; Medicat Colleges 78, 94,

Fictitous Reading 86.

Fire in Ships, Mode of Stopping, 31.

First Cause, The Great, 86.

Forelgn, Scientific Prizes, 94; words and
phrases, 70.

Fosstlated Forest 31.

Fraser's Magazine 51.

Free, Academy, New-York, 26; public 1i-
braries 11 ; schools in UpI;?er Canada 1, 8,

42,

150,

16, 21, 86, 44, 48, 72, 74, 77, 120, 139, 178 ;

in New-York 3, 4, 13, 14, 68, 57, 176;

in Wisconsin 16; in Louisiana 62; in

Massachusetts 70, 129, 131; in Connec-

glc:'utéfﬂ; in Sweden 158 ; university the
L

French, Academy 31,,158, 174,186; ministers
of state 85 ; law st socialist teachers
26 ; school laws 45.

Progtenac. Lennox, and Addington Sehools
76.

Fund, American States’ School 130, 158 ;
New-York literature 43, 59 ; school, Upper
Canada 32, 113, 117, 122, 126, 13¢.

Future, The, F. R. H. 39,

G

< Gar, Naptha, 30.

G Schools, Upper Canada, 9, 16, 12,
34, 61, 72, 78, #9, 127, 140, 149, 158, 168.

Granmars noticed, 48,

Grantham School, 61.

Gratitude 23. .

Great Britain, Comparative view of Educa-
tion in, and Massachusetits 52.

Great Men like Planets 6.

Greatness, Relifion essential to, 53.

Grimsby School 61.

Grudging Pay to Teachers 157,

Guelph Schools 61, 3.

Guizot M. 3, 55, 143, 175.

H

Hamilton Schools 27, 45, 78, 174.
Haliowell Schoels 157,

Harvard University 40, 129, 169,
Hastings Schools 44.

Heart, Education of the, 13.

Heat (illustrated) 172, 180.
Heaven, Child’s Way 1o, 51.
Hebrew Library 31,174,

Henry, Rev. Dr., Belfast, 139.
High Life of Animals3 .

House, The Old School, 139. :
Howe, Hon. Joseph, 23, 29.

Hurou, Perth, and Bruce Schools 76.
Huntington School 93.

Bymn, A Child’s, 70.

Iceland Spﬁnis 46.

Illegible Beribbie 47,

Incident, Beautiful, 39; touching 165.

Incombustible Man 30.

Incousistency of the People 147,

Incrustation, To prevent Steam Boiler 31.

Indian 8choole 44, 94, 138, 186,

Industrial School 44,

Ingenuity in Teachers 75.

I il Grammnar 8chool 44,

Inhabitants of Upper Canada, Address 1o, 1

Importance of Common Schools 33.

Inspection of 8chools 17 ; in England 163.

Institutes, Teachers’, U. C., 53, 50, 80, 93 ;
in the United States 68, 87.

Instruction Religious, in Irish National
Schools 14; in Upper Canada schools
111 ; moral 163,

Ireland, 8chools in, 14, 26, 140, 158,182 ;
colleges in, 15, 26, 135, 157 ; defined 7.

J

Jeffery, Lord, 46.

Joke, A Practical, 37.

Journal of Education, U. C. 8, 64, 80
made official, 112, 123, 136, 184.

Jo{,;gau, Educational, United States, 13, 71,

3

K

Kane, Sir Robert, Cork, 15, 63.

Keefer's, T. C., Essays 48, £0.

Kentucky Schools 16.

Kingston Schools 27, 43, 140,

Knighthood, Literary, 3v, 143.

Knowledge, Duty ‘of Friends of Religion
to promote Universal, 34 ; power which
confers, 35, 51 ; lkts w, 4.

Knox's College 77.

L

Lamartine 31, 174.

Lamp, Davy’s Szfety, 177.

Lancashire 8ehool Association 28, 157, 15,
Language defined 7.
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Lawrence Scicn\iﬁ(c School 170.

Layard, Dr., 79, 139,

Leods aud Grenville Sehools 23, 174.

Legal Education, England 26.

Legisjative Library, Upper Canada 30

Legislators, Duty of, 34.

Lely, Sir Peter, 2. .
Lever of Canadian Greatness, Patriotism
the, 40. i
Libraries, School, U. C., 11, 81, &8, 133 in
England 79, 139, 162; in Ireland 14, 162 5

in the United States 13,

Libraries, British and Continental, 162 5 va-
rious public 30, 31, 62, 94, 162, 174,
187 ; public 11, 82, 147, 162.

Lite, What is, 23.

Light, Velocity of, tested 63,

Lighting Conductors, 177,

Lind, Jenny, ll:l'l, 1587,9174.

Liwrature, Chinese, 79.

Literary, lntelligence 15, 30, 46, €0, 79, 94,
142, 138, 174, 186 ; characters, aid to, by
Sir Robert Peet 143,

Loczl Supervision of Schools 8.

Logic, Swdy of, 150.

Loadan, U. C.. Schools 12, 29, 44, 76, 77,
94, 140, 174, _

Louisiana Schools 62, 138,

Love, A Mother’s, 6, 37.

Lower Canada Schools 20, 157, 174.

1,2 's Correspondence 163,

Lunar Daguerreotype (3.

M

McGill College 77, 173.

Muacauiey, Ri. Hon. T. B., 31, 159,

Maguetisis, Terrestrial, 30,

Maiue School Fund 138,

Majorities, Small, 37.

Man, Incombustible, 30.

Manchester, College at, 78.

Mann, Hou. H., 2, 37, 38, 48, 50, 51, 67, 71.

Manufactures, Canadian and Home Mar-
ket, 80,

Marriage defined 7.

Martineau, Miss, 31, 186,

Massachusetts Schools, &c., 16, 26, 27, 45,
73, 75, 96, 130, 138, 169,

Matilda Schools, 61, 64.

~ayors of Cities, Circular to, 115.

Mechanical Talent, Canadian, 8, 59.

Medical Female College 78, 94.

Men, Great, 7; duty of educated, 36 ; hints
to young, 38, 5U.

Mental Adaptation 7.

Methodist Quarterly Review, N. Y., 16, 80,

Michelet 47.

Michigan Schools 62, 152, 158.

Microscope, Canadian, 173,

Middjesex Schools, &c., 48, 60, 61, 77, 78,
123, 140, 185.

Millions of Pages 150,

Mind, Hueman, 139.

Minerce, La,18.

Miser defined 7.

Mississippi, School Fund 158; survey of, 159.

Model, School, Upper Canada, 36, 54, 64 ;
agricultural schools 14.

Money defined 7. .

Montreal Schools 29, 157.

Moon, The, Examined, 15, 63.

Moore, Thomas, 31, 46.

Moral, Virtue, Bublimity of the, 37 ; educa-
tion 71, 83, 165.

Morning Song of Birds, 150.

Mother, 6, 37, 39.

« Mr.,” in Aust’'n Colleges, Edict against, 26.

Municipal Councils, Circular to, é,‘ 99, 1
14 ; manual 80. .

Museum, British, 94, 159, 163.

Music, Vocal, in Germany 22,

16,

N

Names, Change of, 95.

Naptha Gas 33.

Napoleon, Bust of, 31, 79.

National, Characteristice, 71 ; enlightenment
171 schools, Dubliu, 14, 26, 140, 141, 158.

Native Laud, Our, 38,

Natural History, Curious Facts in 95.

Navigation, Arctic, 63.

Neander, Dr., 143, 187,

New Brunswick 8chools 95.

Newfoundland Schools 45.

New Jersey 8chools 27,

Newmarket School 78.

New:South Wales, Schools in 62 ; univer-
o Fork Schools, &t.. 3, 4

New-York Schools, &c., 3, 4, 8, 1 41
42, 45, 43, 59, 66, 87, 136, 141, ?’sf i

Niagara, Suspension Bridge, 48 ; schools 2,

Nlca'ragtia. Ancieat Monutoents in 63,

: Normal School in Upper Canada, 10, 29, 32,
: 36, 54, 57, o, 13, 127 in the United
v States, 13, 19, 43, 62, 73, 75, ¥4, 137;
¢ __in England 157 ; in Irelaud 14 141.

« Nova Scotia Schools 25, 26, 29, 93, 185,
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: Ocenn, Depth of the, 47.

: Ochienschlagegr, the Poet, 79.

. Otlicial Journal of Education, Upper Cana-
i da, 112, 125, 184,

3 Old School House 139.

! Oratory, Compression in. 180.

© Orrery, An admirable, 47.

: Oshawa, Lectuie at, 28.

! Ottoman Empire, 62,

; Owens’ College, Manchester 78.

¢ Oxford, Upper Canada, Schools 28, 44, 157.
! Oxford University 62, 94, 95, 140, 162, 1€5.

Page's School Kecping 146, 176.
Parents, Facts for, 36, 71.
Parker, Theodore, 34, 35, 38, 73. .

{ Parr, Dr.,47.

Patriotisin and Greatness, Canadian, 40.

Peaceful Age, Discoveries of, 85.

Peel, 8ir Robert, 143, 170, 175.

Pennsylvania Schools 138.

Pension, Literary, 30, 94.

People, Enlightened and Progressive, Con-
duct and Advantages of, 603 inconsis-
tency of, the 147.

Peoples’ Colleges 23.

Perseverance 3, 71.

Phantascope, The, 30,

Philadelphia, Convention 141; schools 186.

Philosophy of Railroads 48.

Phoxograg‘hy 30

Phrases, Foreign 70.

Picture of Tie 3.

Pilot, Montreal, 21, 75, 127, 175.

Pine Grove School 12,

Plea for Free Schools #1.

Poet Laureate 84, 187,

Poetry 4, 21, 38, 51, 70, 86, 139, 180.

Politics, 7, 23.

Polytechaic Institution 150.

Popular Governmnent, Perfect, 88.

Port Colborne Bchool 77, 93.

Port Hope Schools 60, 185.

Poverty an aid t0 Success 2.

Power of Knowledge 51.

Prairies, 8ilence on the, 159,

Praise 85.

Prescott Schools 60, 157,

Prescott and Russell Bchools 28.

Presidential Veto, American, 37.

Press, Canadian, 16, 20, 36. 74, 155 ; Lon-
don 30, 93, 137,

Prince Edward Schools 16, 157.

Printing Statistics 95.

Private Schools, New-York, 12,

Prilvy Council Commitiee on Education 26,
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Prize, Essay, Keefer's, 89; Lalor's 87 ;
P Connecg_cut 130.

rizes, in Normal 8choul, U Canada, 58;
3 foreign scientific 4. pper T
§ Professional Education 26.

Professorships in Colleges, Competition for,
¢ _in France 137,

jon of Teach

Railways, Steel, 15.

Randall, 3. 3., Esq., 19, 139, 152.

Reading, Fictitious, ¢6.

Reciprocity with the United States 9.

Recoliection of Schooi Days 39.

Reformer, Dumfrics, 11.

Regents of the University, New-York, 43,
435, 59, 89,

Registers, School, Upper Canada, 168, 182,

Religion, an esseatial Element ot Greatness
53

Report, School, Upper Canada, 127, 128,
176 ; New-York 12, 48, 125 ; Irish 14, 186,

Representatives, Selection of, 69.

Respect for Age 23, 86.

Rr:*)somnsibilily of Tcachers, 35 § of mothers

Review, Edinburgh, 46, 175; Quarterly 79 4
138, 175 ; North British 185; Methodist 16,
80 ; Eclectic 161.

Rig(h. The, in favour of Free Schools, New-

ork 4

Richter, Jean Paul, 7,37, &5.

River St. Lawrence, 90, 92,

Rochester, New-York, College at, 158.

Rosse’s, Lord, Telescope 79.

Royal, Commission, English Universities,
93, 140, 186 polytechnic iustitution 139.

Rugby School, England, 13, 140.

Rufsia, Periodicals in, 175 ; universities in

¢ 9.

8

Balaries, National Teachers, 140.

8aint Catharines Schools 60, 78.

Sz2int Lawrence River 90, 92,

Scarboro’ School 12.

Scienee, Practical, Discoveriesin 6 3 govern-
ment aid to 30 ; advantages of 69 ; curiosi~
ties of 93 ; popular, illustrated 172, 180.

Scientific. Prizes 94 3 new, institution 143
wounders 175 ; intelligence 15, 30, 48, 60,
79, 94, 142, 138, 174, 186, .

Scribble, Dr. Parr's, 47,

Sears, Rev. Dr., 73, 169.

Sense vs. Wit &5.

Shakspeare in Germany 31. »

Shiel, Rt. Hon. R. L., 141.

Ship defined 7 ; stopping fireina 31.

8ilence on the Prairies 159.

Simcoe Schools 157.

Slander 37.

Slave defined 7.

Slipper, Glass 15,

8mith, Rev. 8idney, 37, 46.

g:;i&szﬂﬁn Insti}uﬁon 142, 143, 160.

ndency of School Libi .

Sorbonne, The’: 137, raries, 82

8oul, Education of the, 37,

Southey, Dr., 37, 46, 143.

Spider, Water, 143.

Spindle Statistics 30,

Starting in the World 87.

State, Prosperity of a, 84.

Btatue, of Frederick the Great 63 ; of Sir R.
Peel, Milton, Columbus, Newton, and
Shakespeare 175 ; of others, 186,

Statuette of Napoleon 31.

8team Engine 63, 177.

Steel Railways 15.

8un, Rotation of the, 15.

Students at the British Universities 62.

Studies of Pupils 148.

¢ Programme for the Exami

; in Upper Canada, 150 ; in Ireland 151.

¢ Progress, Canadian, 11.

¢ Px;)&pectus, Vol. 1V., Journal of Education,
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TO THE INHABITANTS OF UPPER CANADA.

ENCOURAGEMENT TO PERSEVERE IN THE CAUSE OF
COMMON SCHOOL EPUCATION.

BY THE CHIEF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS.

It appears appropriate to commence each year by addressing
those for whose interests this Journal is continued, on the great ob-
jects to which it is devoted ; that by awakening afresh the recollec~
tion of first principles and analyzing the eriteria of Educational pro-
gress, we may be eventually animated to prosecute, with becoming
energy and zeal, the noblest work of any country~—the Christian,
and universal and practical education of its youthful population.

The first number of last year's Journal of Education contained an
Address to the people of Upper Canada on the system of FREE ScuooLs
~3a gystem which is based upon the principle that every child in the
land has a right to such an education as will make him a useful
member of society, and that every inhabitant of the land is bound to
contribute to that national object according to his property—a sys-
tem the life of which is the genius of Christianity, the soul of patriot-
ism, the spirit of the highest civilization. It is my present object to
present some of those grounds of encouragement, with which the
facts and experience of the past year furnish us, to persevere in the
work of educating our own and our country’s offspring.

1. And the first encouraging omen which I shall mention is the
deep hold which the principle of Free Schools has taken of the public
mind in Upper Canada. The first public enunciation of this prinei-
ple in 1846, was reccived with general surprise and and doubt, with
wide spread suspicion, and in many instances with avowed hostility,
In some cases it was dismissed by an editorial sneer; and in other
cases it met with a less courteous teception ; was at one time assail-
ed as a public pauper, and at another time denounced as & conspir-
ator aguinst individual liberty. But like many of the most important
reforms and improvements in the institutions of society which were
once misunderstood, denounced and ridiculed, the principle of Free
Schools has risen above misconception, and therefore above misre-
presentation and reproach, and stands forth now as much an object of
respect and admiration, as it was a short time since an object of sus-
picion and contempt. The explanatory and matter-of-fact free-school
Address of last January, called forth an approving response from sev-
eral influential members of the Canadian Press; and it is a some-
what singular coincidence, that during that same month the Super-
intendent of Schools for the ' State of New-York called the earnest
attention of the Legislature and citizens of the State to the great im-
portance of establishing Free Schools throughout the whole State.
He at the same time submitted the draftof a Bill, which provided
that on the Vote of a majority, every individual in the State would be
compelled to adopt the system of free schools. I submitted a draft
of a bill, giving liberty and power to the inhabitants of each school-
section (but not compelling them) through their Trustee-representa-
tives to adopt the free-school system without reference either to the
Executive Government or the Municipal Council. In the State of
New-York, the compulsory and general free-school bill has become
law ; in Upper Canada the draft of bill submitted to facilitate the es-
tablishment of the local and voluntary free-school ayetem has not been

adopted, and more forms and obstacles are interposed by the new
School Act in the way of establishing the free-school system in any’
section than existed under the Act of last year. But notwithstanding
this partial impediment in legislation (which I have reason to believe
was unintentional on the partofthe Government) the prineiple of free-
schools has been advancing among the people in every County of
Upper Canada ; and we hear of the inhabitants of many sections sub-
mitting to all the forms and applieations required by the law in order,
if possible, to obtain the establishment of free-schools; nay, more, we
are assured that the conviction is becoming very general among the
people, that the free-school system is the only truc one—the only one
that will educate all their ohildren—the only one that will command
good teschers and erect good schools throughout the land. We in-
dulge the sanguine hope, that, the first year of the approaching half-
century will witness the establishment of free-schools in many whole
Counties, if not throughout the whole Province of Upper Canada.

Let every friend of sound and universal education be impressed
with the fact, that that object has never been, and can never be at-
tained except where all the people of all ranks and classes are com-
bined for the education of sll. For morc than thirty years has a
famed system of Common Schools boen established in the meigh-
bouring State of New-York ; and yet throughout the rural country
parts of that State official reports show that comparatively little pro-
gress has been made in the character and efficiency of the Schools ;
while during the last few years the most astonishing advancement
has been made in the schools of cities and towns. The whole circle
of legislative change and amendment has been completod in the -
State School Law} so that during the last yecar or two, the school
legislators have found themselves unconsciously adopting many cf
the leading provisions of the first State School law, passed mcre
than thirty years ago. The School Law had undergone every
variety of modification, yet a large proportion of the country schools
had undergone little or no change. 1In 1844, a State Normal 8chool
was established to aceomplish what legislative and ordinary exor-
tions had failed to effoct ; but it was manifest that the grand ful-
crum for intellectually uplifting the whole community was still want-
ing, and the example of the Free School in ecities and towns and
states was showing with increased clearness what that fulerum was,
It has at length been adopted, and on it is placed the lever of the
whole State education machinery, and to that is applied the concen-
trated power of public opinion, ambition and patriotism in the cause
of education. Tho restlt cannot be mistaken, though the power of
human imagination is inadequate to picture it.

And why may not the goal which has been sought for during
more than thirty years by our New York neighbours, be reached by
the people of Upper Canada in five years? Why may we not march
directly to the consunimation which has cost others so many years
of varied experiment and earnest disputation ? 1In leading his army
across the Alps, NaroLgon profited by the experience and losses of
HavnmaL ; and amateur travellers now avail themselves. as a plea-
surable excursion, of the Simplon higzhway of NaroLeoN,~constract-
ed at the expense of so much labour and treasure. Who would thmk
of erossing the Atlantio in the petty bark of CoLumsus sinco the in-
vention of stoam-packets? We should not be less wise and loss
practical in the momontous affairs of common schools. They re-
quire the simple application of a few great principles ; they demand,
not logialative experiments, but patriotic exertion—the united hoarts
and hands ofall for the common interests of all.
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3. A socond encouraging circumstance connected with our com-
mon schools, is the increased attention and interest which is beginning
to be manifested in regard to school legislation. A school-law is the
mere instrument of establishing schools on the best foundation, and
of supporting and maintaining them in the best manner. The more
simply and easily applied that instrument is the better ; but no school-
law can be self-operative, any more than any other law, and its effi-
ciency essentially depends on the skill and energy with which it is

wielded, and the provisions it contains for the development and ap- .

plication of that skill and energy with uniform accuracy and to the
best advantage. Hitherto comparatively littlo interest has been felt
on'the subject of school legislation ; it has occupied a very subordinate
place in executive deliberations ; it has not commanded one thorough
or serious discussion in the deliberations of Parliament ; important
bille have been passed into laws without being either discussed cr
understood. Buta brighter prospect now opens. The Government
has formally and publicly expressed its determination to bestow upon
the subjeet of common school legislation that attention which its im-
portance demands ; the public press is beginning to evince more in-
terest ; and public interest has advanced perhaps fifty per cent, under
the experience and facilities for information of the last two or three
years. The elective authoritics of the several Cities and incorporated
Towne, have with unexampled unanimity evinced an earnest_desire to
maintain and mature the system of schools recently established among
them ; and the pervading spirit of the entire public mind is, to have
.grood schools and universal education without regard to sect or party.

he instances in which personal ascerbity and party feeling mingle
their bitter waters with the discussion of the subject are marked ex-
coptions to the general tone of the press, and clearly meet with no
response from the country at large. But in whatever spirit the
subjeot may be approached, the discussion of it must tend to draw
publc attention to it ; and past experience shows that the calm and
deliberate decisions of the public mind at large are generally on the
side of mocial elevation and intellectual progress. This has been
most decidedly the case, thus far, in regard to our school law and
school system. Our school law, as well as that of every educational
country, requires the Head of the Department not only to administer
the law and to report its operations, but, from time to time, to Report
also as to the efficiency or inefficiency of its provisions, and to
point out their defects and suggest the proper remedies. The report
.of every Superintendent of Sohools in the neighbouring States presents
examples of the fulfilment of this duty ; and the Superintendent of
Sohools in Upper Canada would fail in obeying the law under which
he aets, and be unworthy of his position, did he not at the most suita-
ble times plainly and fully state to the proper authorities, the conclu-
sions of his own exporience and judgment in regard to what he may
think defective in the school law,and the best means of amending it.
The law which imposes this responsible duty on the Superintendent
of Schools, assumes, of course, that some attention will be given to
the subjects of his suggestions. The appreciation of the spirit of the
8chool Law in this respect by the leading and considerate men of all
perties, affords assurance toall friends of popular education through-
out the land, that our School Law and School system will soon be
placed upon a firm foundation, and not be hereafter disturbed in any
of its parts without due inquiry and felt necessity.

3. Another ground of encouragement in our country’s educational
work, is the practical proof already acquired of the possibility of not
only émproving our schools, but of successfully emulating our Amer-
tean neighbours in this respect. Often have we heard this, both
privately and publicly, pronounced utopian; and often have we
sought in friendly discussion, to prove that it was neither impractio-
able nor extravagant to aim at rivalling our New-York neighbours in
our Common Schosls. In addition to general reasoning, facts may
now be adduced to establish this position ; and these facts are as
honorable tothe peoplc of Upper Canada as they are cheering to every
patriotic heart. One fact is, that the average time of keeping the
schools open by qualified teachers, during the last two years in the
State of New York, has been eight months ; while in Upper Canada,
it has been eight months and a half. A secondfact is, that the amount
raised by school-rate bills has been quite as large in Upper Canada
in proportion to the population, as in the State of New-York. A
third faot is, that the amount raised by local assessments has been
a8 large in Upper Canada in proportion to the population, as in the
State of New-York. A fourth fact is, thetthe same hag been the case
in regard to the amounts raised by local voluntary assessments over

—

and above what the law has required in order to secure the ap-
portionment of the Legislative School Grant—which, by the bye,
is as large in proportion to the whole population in Upper Canada
as is the annuadl Common School Fund in the State of New-York.
A fifth fact is, that the number of student-teachers attending the Nor-
mal School in Upper Canada is larger in proportion to the whole
number of our schools, and of our whole population, than in the
State of New-York. A sixth fact is, that considerable more progress
has already been made towards introducing uniformity of text-books
in the schools of our rural districts, than has ever yet been effected
in the State of New-York. A seventh fact is, that salaries are
offered to and obtained by good Teachers from the Normal School
at least twenty-five per cent. in advance of what was offered
two years ago. Now these facts of a few years’ growth
in Upper Canada, in comparison with kindred faocts of thirty years’
growth in the much older State of New-York, fully warrant the
statoment I have made, and indicate a noble spirit of intellectual
progress and patriotism among the people, from which may he
developed the indefinite improvement of our schools, and the ready
application of all facilities for diffusing usefull knowledge which the
wisdom of the Legislature may provide.

4. For the sake of brevity, I will pass over several other less
prominent facts of an encouraging character, and conclude by two
practical remarks. The first is, that no feeling of discouragement
should for a moment be yielded to, in consequence of any of the un-
fortunate provisions of the New School Bill. These provisions will
not seriously affect any of the local authorities and interests until the
arrival of the period for collecting rate-bills, distributing the Bchool
Fund, and preparing the School reports for the current year ; and
before the arrival of that time, the Legislature will meet, and will
no doubt make such provision as will promote the best educational
interests of the country. Councils, Truatees and Teachers need not
entertain any apprehensions as to any loss, or diminution in the
amount of the Legislative School Grant for the current year; or as
to the requisite legal provisions to enable Trustees to fulfil all the®
engagements which they may enter into with Teachers.

The last remark is, that all friends of edueation should continue
to guard against the admission of anything like a sectarian or party
spirit in our school affairs. From whatever source it may proceed,
or on whatever pretext founded, let it be frowned down as the worst
enemy of yourselves and children. In every community, and in
almost every locality, there will be found individuals steeped in the
spirit of extreme partizanship—men of one idea, and that idea is com-
monly one of proseription or hostility against somebody or party; and
to realize that ides, no sactifice of educational and public interest
seems too great in the estimation of its possessors. These partizans
of one idea have broken up many a school, deprived many a child of
eduoational instruction, and impeded the progress of many an im-
provement in the relations and interests of society. The history of
our country affords ample evidence, that the spirit of extreme parti-
zanship has been its greatest bane ; and in no respect is the blighting
influence of that spirit so fatal as in the question and affairs of com-
mon schools, the very existence and character and advancement of
which are so entirely depending on the combined feelings and mu-
tual co-operations of the people among whom they are established.
in whatever matters difference of opinion may exist among us as a
people, I am sure we may all agree in loving our country, in loving
our children, and in uniting to provide for them the best possible edu-
cation. God grant that this one, grand, divinely originated and di-
vinely expansive idea, may, like Aaron's rod, swallow up every ser-
pent idea of petty partizanship, and impart to our posterity the no-
blest inheritance that perental wisdom and public patriotism oan
bequeath!

Ebucation OFricR,

Toronto, January, 1850.

E. Ryrasox.

PoverTY AN am To Svuccess.—An English judge being asked
what contributed most to success at the bar, replied, * Some suc-
ceed by great talent, some by a miracle, but the mejority by com-
mencing without a shilling.”

Sir Peter Lely made it a rule never to look at a bad picture,
having found by experience that whenever he did so, hie pencil
took a tint from it. Apply the same rule to bad books and bad
company.
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COMMON SCHOOLS IN THE STATE OF NEW-YORK,
AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION, &c.

The following remarks were made by the Governor of the
State in his Message at the opening of the Legislature, the 1st in-
starit ; and we hope the subject of Common Schools will soon oc-
cupy an equally prominent place in similar Canadian documents :—

¢ The condition, on the 30th September last, of the three funds
whose revenues are applied to purposes of education, are as follows:

Capital. Revenue. Payments.
‘Common School Fund, $2,243,533 36 $284,903 76 $244,407 14
Literature Fund, 265,966 68 42,089 96 43,436 64
U. 8. Deposit Fund, 4,014,520 71 256,934 92 264,602 58

“The adoption by the People at the last annual election, of the
act to cstablish Free Schools throughout the State, will effect a
most important change in the system of Common School education.
Under this law, the Common Schools are to be free to all persons
over five and under twenty-one years of age. On the 1st day of
July last, there were 11,191 organized School districts in the State;
being an increase of 570 over the number reported last year ; and
the number of children taught in the Common Schools during the
year was 778,309, being an increase of 2,586 over the preceding
year. There are 1893 incorporated and private schools in the
State, comprising 72,785 pupile. The aggregate amount of public
money received by the several Common School districts, from all
sources during the yedr, was $846,710 45. Of thie sum $625,-
456,69 have been apportioned for the payment of teachers’ wages.
In addition to which, $489,698 63 were raised in the several dis-
tricts on rate-bifls for the same object, making an aggregate of
$1,143,401 16 expended for teachers’ wages during the year end-
ing the 1st January, 1849, ;

“The whole number of volumes in the district Libraries is 1,-
409,154 ; 70,306 volumes having been purchased during the year,
and $93,104 82 having been expended for district Libraries and
School Apparatus.

“Of the schools before mentioned, 35 are for colored children,
in which upwards of 4000 children have been taught, at an aggre-
gete expense of $5,016 57 ; of which $2,148 60 were contribut-
ed on rate bills by those sending the children to school. Consider-
ing the usually very limited means of our colored population, this
large proportionate, contribution voluntarily paid by them, shows a
most commendable desire, on their part, to secure to their children
the benefits of eduacation.

“The Report of the Superintendent of Common Bchools, will pro-
bably suggest some amendments to be made to the existing laws.

I trust that they will be such as will commend themselves to your

favorable consideration.

% The Normal School was removed, on the 31st of July last, to
the large and commodious edifice which the State has recently
erected for its use, at a cost of 225,000. The benefits resulting
from this institution are fully justifying the warmest anticipations of
its friends, are making themselves manifest in the improvément al-
ready effected among the teachers of Common Schools. The whole
number of pupils-admitted to the institution since its organization,
has been 1120 ; of whom 428 have graduated, nearly all of whom
are now engaged in the duties of Common School Teachers. The
present number of pupils is 217.

“A proposition will, a8 Iam informed, be made to you to
authorise the instruction at this school of a limited number of

8, in the hope, hy this means, of introducing a higher otder
of education and of civilization among the small remnants of the
A‘f°'i8intl race which are left within our borders. I solicit for
this proposition your sttentive and favourable consideration, as a
measure not only prompted by the dictates of humanity and benevo-
lence, but demanded alike by considerations of high policy, and upon
principles of justice towards a class of our population, who, from
having once been the lords of our soil, and the founders of a beau-
tifully simple and essentially Republican Government, have gradu-
ally wasted before the advances of the white race, and have
dwindled in energy and in numbers, and have sunk into a state of
tutelage which demands the fostering care of the Government,

“In pursuance of a concurrent resolution of the Legislature, pas-
sed on the sixth of April last, I appointed a Board of Commission-
ers to matare s plan for the establishment of an Agricultaral Col.
‘ege and Experimental Farm, and to prepare a statement of the

probable expense of such an institution; and a detailed account of
the course of-studies and plan of operations fedommended; .

" The Board entered zealously into the views of the Legislature,
and has gratuitously devoted much time and labor to #dvance the
important ohject contemplated in the passage of the resolution. 1
submit herewith their report. It is eloquent, and powerfully dargties
in behalf of the advancement of agricultural science. It is not ims
probable that differences of opinion will exist with regard to the
details, and to the extent end variety of the branches of knowledge
which it is proposed to embtace within the course of inatruction.
But I most earnestly hope that wo such differences, and that no
other cause, may prevent the establishment and the endowment,
upon a wise and comprehensive system, of an institution so benefi-
cent in its design, and so promising of enduring and beneficial re-
sults, as a school for instruction in practical and scientific agricul+
ture, and in the mechanic arts. There is a growing interest on
the part of the people in the advancement of agriculmural science.
The Fair of the State Society, held at Syracuse in September last,
was attended by a larger number of persons than had ever before
been assembled on a similar occasion in this State. And the ex-
hibition of the various implements and products afforded a gratify-
ing evidence of the success of this Society, in the advancement of
the great objects which it aims toaccomplish.”

FREE SCHOOLS.

The people of the State of New York, have adopted u system
of free schools. In this we rejoice. Tt is far better for the State
to support schools than to erect fortifications and prisons. 'The
schoolmaster is & more economical personage than either the soldier
or the sheriff.

Free Schoole were among the strongest elements of New Eng-
land’s growth, and, we trust, are destined to promote & similar
growth throughout large pottions of the earth. The early schoels
of New England did not owe their influence to the mere fact that
they were free, but to their combining inteHectual and religious
culture. The school was as much the Pastor’s charge as was the
chorch. The teachings of the Ministry were only a fuller unfold-
ing of the teachings of the school house. That the free schoel
system now about to be established in this State may prove & bles-
sing, it must secure the union of intellectual and religious training.
—New York Observer.

CranacTRuISTICS OF THE PRESENT Adn.——Th present may well
be called the thinking age. To study, plan; dlter, improve, invent
and develope, seems to be the prevailinig passion of all classes, As
a country we seem fairly and rapidly rising to greatness, The
grand secret of progression is Education, and the attention which
the people begin to pay to it shows, that they have at last been
aroused to its importance. In the neighbouring Republic the sov-
ereigns have long been aware of the necessity of fostering and en-
couraging general education. The most liberal grants are made,
and in that country teachers receive a good compensation for their
arduous labors, and in fact every means is taken hold of for the pro-
motion of that which is the surest safeguard of true freedont, good
order and universal prosperity. Mighty are the changes the intel-
lectusl era is destined to accomplish in our world. Science will
be made to unfold her exhaustless treasures, and art will be com-
pelled to yield to ever restiess inquiry a thoussnd means of happi-
ess and improvement.—Niogara Mail,

b a

“Education does not mean going to sthool in yotir boyhood, or
college in your youth ; but it means the power to take your mind
and make it the instrument of conveying knowledge and good im-
pressions to other minds, as well as being yourself made happy.

PersgvErRANcE.—In every great attempt, how many unknown
and disastrous attempts are made, before the successful effort is
accomplished ! Providence is prodigal of the courage, the virtues,
the sufferings, even the life of man, in order to accomplish his
designs ; and it is only after a multitude of unnoticed labours have,
apparently, been fruitless ; after many noble minds have sunk into
discouragetent; believing everything to be lost, that the eause
triumphs.— Guizot,
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FREE S8CHOOLS IN THE STATE OF NEW-YORK—

THE RICH IN FAVOUR OF THEM.

Tt will afford pleasure to the friends of progress and education,
wherever they are, to know that the State of New York, whose
echeol system for twenty or thirty years past, has been the best in
the Union, is still progressive. 'The school fund of this State, and
including the Uuited States’ Deposit Fund, that may be considered
as permanent as the original, is now about $2,000,000. This is
prudently invested, and yields an income for annual distribution of
$275,000, per annum. This distributive income from the Fund
is only receivable from the State, on the condition that the people,
as counties, and thicn again as towns, raise a like sum by taxation
on property. ‘This liberal enactment, so fully acquiesced in by the
people, as has been shown by the general concurrence in the law,
manifested by the result of the November election, ought forever
toput to silence that silly demogogical cant that we have some-
times heard, thai the rich are opposed to the poor. Here is a law
likely to become enduring and fundamental, affecting a whole com-
munity, faulty no doubt in several of its details, but on account of
the great general principle which it embodies, of doing good to the
greatest number of the rising generation, adopted by the people al-
most by acclamation. But there were some votes against it ! Who
were these ? were they the rich men, or poor men ? So far as our
observation goes, they are not among the heavy tax-payers in New
York. A correspondent from the western part of the State writes
that the enterprizing men of property are generally in favour of the
law establishing Free Schools. Another from Broome County
writes that he scarcely knew of any who opposed the law buta
few poor and ignorant men, who had plenty of children, whom they
did not care about educating ! ! Thanks to the schoolmasters and
schoolmistresses that are abroad, and to the liberalized voters whose
ballots are canvassed in a majority of 157,000, that'the misers who
hug their gold, and the poor ignoramuses who despise knowledge,
with all the advantage of being counted in with some respectable
m:n, who disliked the details of the bill, are but an inconsiderable
fraction of the people. We may fairly presume that when such
emendations shall have heen made as the practical workings of the
law will indicate, our school system’ will chalienge comparison with
the best in the world. The district schools all over the State are
this winter, according to the law, to be Free Schools. In many
of the di-tricts, people will not be quite ready to avail themselves
of the benefits contemplated by the law. The machinery is new,
a1d itis not to be expected that its movements will be without
feiction. Some have supposed that they would have ample time to
prepare for the execution of the law and its provisions, as it would
not be enforced until next year ; but the law is explicit, and the
14th section suys thata majority of the votes of the State shall be
cast for the new school law, then this act shall take effect imme-
diately, and the 8th section says that sll laws, and parts of laws,
contrary thereto, shall be inoperative.

The legal provisions proposed by the legislature have now re-
czived the formal sanction and approval of the people. The majority
in favour is commanding and decisive ; the property owners have
voluntarily and generously consented to aid their poorer neighbours
in the education of their children. While we hold that it is the
duty of the citizens of our christian country to do thus, we cannot
cease to admire the simnple sublimity of such an exemplification of
social generosity and wisdom. A people who are willing to bear
one another's burdens, where the rich and the poor meet together
as the sharers of a common blessing, prepared principally at the
cost of the former, are no where better set before the world, than in
our own State. It is a proud distinction for any people to be pio-
neers in the work of reforming a code of instruction, so that it may
embrace the whole rising generation.

Tt is one thing to make a law, and another thing to carry
out its provisions, If the law embraces the poor and the ignorant,
who have no very just appreciation of the value of learning, duty
requires of the wise and prudent, who have begun a good work in
behalf of the children of want, that they carry it forth to the con-
summation contemplated in the law. When Schools are free to
al}, then all should avail themselves of their privileges. Property
is taxed for the support of schaols, and one of the reasons assigned

for such taxation is, that a well instructed people afford greater se-
curity to the rights of property. No one has any right to remain
uniostructed, any more than he haa to live in a dungeon. A penal-
ty should be set upon obstinate ignorance the same as upon vicious
indulgence and overt crime.—2N. Y. Journal of Education and
Teachers' Advocate, Dec. 15.

TEACHING OF EXPERIENCE.

Experience is an excellent teacher.  Educational guide books
and papers have been so few, and so limited in their circulation,
until within a few years, that individual experience and common
sense, have been almost the sole guide of the teacher. He has
gained but little from the experience df others. A brighter day is
dawning. We trust the time will soon come, when the teachers
profession shall be abundantly supplied with text books fuily illus-
trating the theory, the practice, and the philosophy of teaching. In
the mean time educational papers may do mucu to relieve a want
which we are sure young teachers have felt at the commencement
of their career as teachers. The following suggestions, which we
have found useful in the daily routine of school teaching, may be
of service to the inexperienced.

1. When you begin school the first time, or commence one
among strangers, strive to make a happy impression upon the
minds of your pupils, by some simple and timely remarks ; and by
the dispatch with which you bring your school into good order.
Every thing depends upon the first impression.  Children are shrewd
observers, and their first impression is frequently the most endaring.

2. Do not go into school with a long code of rules, which
you intend to have copied by the pupils, or placarded upon the walls
of the school-room for their benefit. A few general directions res-
pecting study, recitations, and the spirit which should actuate them,
will be sufficient. It will be time enough to correct all improprie-
ties when they occur. Act upon-the principle that your pupils are
well disposed, and intend to do right, until you find them guilty of
wrong. Numberless rules frequently tempt pupils to do what they
would not think of doing, had it not been suggested by the rule.

3. Classify your school as soon as possible ; making as few
classes as circumstances will allow. This will enable you to spend
your time to the best advantage.

4. Have a particular time for each exercise, and attend to every
duty in its allotted time.

5. Teach one thing at a time. Many teachers pretend to gov-
ern their school, give assistance in this and that study, atthe same
time they are attending to a recitation. Do one thing at a time ;
hear the recitation ; then give the needed assistance ; but give it

-in such a way as to lead your pupils step by step, instead of carry-

ing them upon your shoulders.

6. If you wish your school to be quiet,be orderly and quiet yourself.
A noisy teacher will generally have a disorderly boisterous school.
Set the example in the manner of speaking to your pupils, and mo-
ving about the room ; and your pupils will in time, catch your
spirit and imitate your example. -

7. If you wish to govern your school successfully, you must first
be able to govern yourself.

8. If you wish to gain the affection of your pupils, treat them
kindly. Teachers are very apt to be hasty in correcting their pupils.
1t often happens that teachers think they see a pupil doing what is
wrong, and without stopping to enquire about it, proceed to admin-
ster & most cutting rebuke, or, seizing rod or ruler, chastise the
offender without mercy. After this the teacher escertains that the
pupil has n6t committed sny crime worthy such severe treatment,
which not only outrages the injured one, but creates a prejudice
against the teacher throughout the thinking part of the schocl,
not easily outgrown, unless, he frankly confess his error to
the offended pupil, and to the whole school.  Many teachers think
it will lower their dignity to mention to the school, that they are in
the wrong ; that they have been too hasty. Teachers mistake ve-
ry much, the nature of children, who are quite as ready to appreciate
a noble act, and excuse a fault or mistake, when the proper apology
is made, as older persons. The high-minded teacher, who some-
times acts too hastily, but afterwards frankly and cordiaily points
out to his pupils wherein he has acted unwisely, he will gain their
highest respect and confidence ; for they see that he reverences the
right in his own conduct as well as in their own.
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Besides trenting your pupils kindly and justly, you should mani-
fest some interest in those things which interest them : take some
part in their .musements, when you can do so with propriety.
Great care is necessary, lest a teacher mingle with his pupils in
such a way as to allow them to take advantage of him. He should
never permit improper treatment, or allow them to take unwarranta-
ble liberties. This he can easily guard against. Teachers should
never descend to those familiarities which occasion disrespect. Bet-
ter take no part in the amusements of your pupils, unless you can
preserve your dignity of character. We once knew a teacher, at
times, rather severe, who used to join his boys in their-plays, during
the intermission. He had incurred the displeasure of some of them,
who taok advantage of these opportunities to retaliate ; and, as
one of his pupils informed me, he was sometimes minus a coat-tail ;
or, particular pains would be taken that he should receive the hard-
est snow-balls, They seemed to take delight in offering him some
indignity which passed under the name of play.

Grant your pupils favors when you can do 80 without injury to
the school.  When you think best to refuse a request, assign a
_reason, that they may understand why you cannot gratify them. It
is not always necessary to give the reason at once, but better to let
them wait until a particular hour ; especially, if you are engaged
at the time of the request.

9. If you wish your pupils to be polite to you, be polite to them.
Every morning, bid the roughest boy in the school ¢ Good morn-
ing,” as he enters the Toom ; and, in one week he will expect his
morning greeting as regularly as he goes to school, and be ready
to return it.  Cherish the practice of bidding your pupils * Good
evening” at the close of the day, and they soon form a polite habit,
which they will not forget while you are connected with them.
These things may seem unimportant to you ; but they are the se-
cret avenues which lead the teacher to the hearts of his pupils, and
through which, he gains a hold upon their affections— School Friend,

CONVERSATION.

It would be useful to consider the art of conversation as a means
of improvement. A considerable portion of our life is given to
conversgtion, which we abandon to chance ; yet there are few things,
from which wisdom might draw more advantage. Here, doubtless,
we should guard ourselves against the exaggerations of method and

_ regularity. Conversation resists a rigorous discipline. To turn it
into a methodical dialogue, would be to rob it of its naturalness and
truth of expression which produces communion of mind and heart.
But, without robbing it of this character, we can make it useful.
Without pedantry, with modesty, even with gaiety, we can put in
circulation true thoughts and honorable sentiments.  Sincere good-
will serves as an easy passport, And we cannot more delicately
flatter, than by giving others an opportunity of telling us what they
know. Everything may be thrown into conversation, and every
thing may be gathered from it. It yields favorable occasions to
draw close the tie which unite us to others, and to discover the
means of serving them. The talent of conversation is a great
power in the actual state of society. Vanity and ambition have
used it. Can we do nothing for the interests of truth and virtue by
means of it? The liberal-minded and generous can alone compre-
hend all the privileges of speech, and draw from it the means of
moral conquests, for in order to captivate, they only need to be
known ; in showing themselves superior, they are so natural, that,
as they rise without effort, so they are contemplated without envy;
always simple and sincere, they enlighten and persuade by the force
of their own conviction, and by the ascendancy of the sentiments
which inspire them ; we feel better their presence, because we are
permitted to sympathize with them ; they are the altars where our
hearts are kindled and reanimated; they exercise an apostleship upon
earth ; the admiration which they excite, and the affections which
they receive, being confounded with the worship of excellence, and
language from their mouths becoming a celestial messenger, who
anpounces the blessings of virtue, The good also supply, by the
influence of their character, the want of a talent for conversation ;
we listen more willingly to the unpretending, whom we do not sus-
pect of apy artifice ; and the desire of being useful has in itself a
kind of eloquence. A talent for listening may contribute to our

progress, and furnish us with the means of being useful. To listen
to a sufferer is often the means of consoling him. In the manner

of listening there is something which testifies good-will, and which
serves to obtain it. In the study of mankind, the ear is what the
eye is in the study of nature.  ° o

A PICTURE OF TIME.

Time is the most undefinable yet paradoxical of things ; the past
is gone, the future is not come, and the present becomes the past,
even while we attempt to define it, and, like the flash of lightning,
at once exists and then expires. Time is the measure of all things,
but is itself immeasurable, and the discloser of sll things, but is
itself undisclosed. Like space it is incomprehensible, because it
has no limit, and it would be still more so if it had. It is more
obscure in its source than the Nile, and in its termination than the
Niger ; and advances like the slow tide, but retreats like the
swiftest current. It gives wings to pleasure, but feet of lead to
pain, and lends expectation a curb, but enjoyment a spur. It
robs beauty of her charms, to bestow them on her picture, and
builds a monument to merit, but denies it a house ; it is the tran-
sient and deceitful flatterer of falsehood, but the tried and final
friend to truth, Time js the most subtle, yet the moet insatiable of
depredators, and by appearing to take nothing, is permitted to take
all ; nor can it be satisfied until it has stolen the world from us,
and us from the world. It constantly flies, yet overcomes all things
by flight ; and although it is the present ally, it will be the future
conqueror of death. Time, the cradle of hope, but the grave of
ambition, is the stern corrector of fools, but the salutary counsellor
of the wise ; bringing all they dread to the one, and ail they desire
to the other; like Cassandra, it warns us with a voice that
even sages discredit too long, and the silliest believe too late.
Wisdom walks before it, opportunity with it and repentance behind
it ; he that has made it his friend, will have little to fear from his
enemies ; but he that has made it his enemy, will have little to hope
from his friends.— Colton.

———

THE BLESSINGS OF VICISSITUDE AND CHANGE.

No person, however unfortunate, can lovk upon his own life
without having to remember with gratitude and devotion many
singular and auspicious conjunctures which no skill or merit of his
own could have contrived ; with many escapes from the natural
consequences of his own misconduct, or from accidents which cross
us even in our most guarded and virtuous paths ; and who has not
felt in the changes from sickness to health, from pain to pleasure,
from danger to security, and from depression to joy and exaltation,
a fuller and a higher satisfaction (independently of the uses of such
reverses) than could havé arisen from the uninterrupted continuance
of the most prosperous condition, As there must be light and shade
in every picture, so there must be perpetual changes to make human
life delightful. Nothing must stand still : the sea would be &
putrid mass if it were not vexed by its tides, which, even with the
moon to raise them, would languish in their course, if not whirled
round and round those tortuous promontories which are fool-
ishly considered to be the remnants of a ruined world. Marks,
as they undoubtedly are, of many unknown revolutions ; the earth
probably never was nor never can be more perfeot than it is. It
would have been a tame and a tiresome habitation if it had been as
smooth as the globes with which we describe our stations on its sur«
face. Its unfathomable and pathless oceans—-its vast lakes cast up
by voleanic fire, and its tremendous mountains contending with the
clouds, are not only sources of ‘the most picturesque and majestic
beauties, but lift up the mind to the most sublime contemplation of
the God who gave them birth.—Lord Erskine.

——

LIMITS TO KNOWLEDGE.

There are in every direction some bounds to our knowledge,
which, although they continually recede as investigation proceeds,
can never be passed ; which equally exist, though their extent is
different, for the most ignoraut savage and the most enlightened
philosopher ; and at which every mun, feeling himself suddenly
arrested, and being unable to explain the connection between certain
phenomena, feels the sentiment of wonder, and is compelled to
reverence a power, the ways of which, he is thus mad. sensible,
are inscrutable.— Burke.
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Miscellaneous.

THE CHILD AND THE DEW DROPS.

# Oh ! father, dear father, why pass they away,
‘The dew-drops that sparkie at dawn of the day,
That glitter’d like stars in the light of the moon,
Qh! why are the dew-draps dissolving so soon ?

Daes the sun in his wrath chase their brightness away,
As though nothing that’s lovely might live for a day ?
The moonlight had faded, the flowers still remain,
But the dew-drops had shrunk in their petals again,

Oh ! father, dear father, why pass they away,

The dew-drope that sparkled at dawn of the day ?**

¢ My child,” said the father, ‘‘look up to the skies,
Behold that bright rainbow——those beautiful dyes;
‘There—there are the dew-drops in glory re«set,
Mid the jewels of heaven they are glittering yet,

Then are we not taught by each beautiful ray,

T'o mourn net earth’s fair things, though passing away
For though youth of its beauty and brightness be riven,
All that withers on earth blooms anore aweetly in heaven.
Loak up,* said the father, *‘look up to the skies,

Hope sits on the wings of those beautiful dyes.”

Alas ! for the father—how little knew he,

That the words he had spoken prophetic would be,
That the beautiful cherub~—the star of his day,

‘Was ¢’en then like the dew-drops dissolving away ;
Qh, sad was the father, when low in the skies,

The reinbow again spread its beautiful dyes,

Aud then he remembered the maxims he'd given,

And thought of his child and the dew-drops in heaven.

A MOTHER'S LOVE,

Last among the characteristics of woman is that sweet motherly
love with which nature has gifted her ; it is almost independent of
cold reason, and wholly removed from all selfish hope of reward.
Not because it is lovely does the mother love her child, but because
it is a living part of herself—the child of her heart, a fraction of
her own nature. In every incorrupted nation of the earth this
feeling is the same. Climate, which changes everything else,
changes not that. It is only the most corrupting forms of society
which have power gradually to make luxurious vice sweeter than
the tender cares and toils of maternal love. In Greenland, where
the climate affords no nourishment for infants, the mother nourishes
her child up to the third or fourth year of his life, She endures
from him all the nascent indications of the rude and domineering
spirit of manhood, with indulgent, all-forgiving patience. The
iegreu is armed with more than manly strength when ker child is
attacked by savages. We read with astonished admiration the ex-
amples of her matchless courage and contempt of danger. But if
death robs that tender mother, whom we are pleased to call a eavage,
of her best comfort—the charms and care of her existence—where
is the heart that can conceive her sorrow ? The feeling which it
breathes is beyond all expression.—Montgomery.

IMPROVEMENTS IN THE DISCOVERIES AND APPLI-
CATIONS OF PRACTICAL SCIENCE DURING THE
PRESENT CENTURY.

It is the glory of modern science that theory and practice have
been combined,

Men have not been content with sagacious generalizations. They
have continually enquired how their race might be'beneﬁted by their
labours, and persevered in the exercise of ingenuity, till the new
developments have issued in contrivances adapted to lessen toil or
coutribute to the pleasure and comfort of maukind. The proofs are
all around us, and in every one's dwelling, Not a day passes
without giving us the opportunity of reflecting on the improved
position we occupy, and the favorable circumstances in which we
are found, as contrasted even with those of the immediate predeces-
sors of the majority of this asse.nbly. Some few illustrations may
be adduced.

—

In 1800, a journey of 100 miles was a serious affair. It occu-
pied, even in England, a long day, and in some parts of the country
double that time, imposing great inconvenience and fatigue on the
traveller. In 1850, that distance can be accomplished without
difficulty in three hours, sitting entirely at one’s ease and reading or
conversing with pleasure,

In 1800 a voyage to India occupied from four to six months ; in
1850, India can be reached in a month, and China in less than
another.

In 1800, the merchant could not pass from England to Canade,
or back again, with any certainty of reaching the port of destination
in a specific time—it might be one month, it might be three, In
1850 he can cross the Atlantic in ten days, and visit the old coun-
try twice a-year as regularly as the mercantile traveller used to
take his accustomed rounds.

In 1800, the streets of our towns and cities were lighted, if
lighted at all, with miserable oil lamps, which did little more than
make darkness visible, but rendered small service to the passenger.
In 1850 the brilliancy of gas gives the splendour of an illumination
within doors as well as without. .

In 1800, if a calamity occurred, requiring to be announced to &
friend at a distance, the Post Office presented the quickest mode of
transmission, and in innumerable instances sad and fatal conse-
quences ensued, &nd most poignant distress was inflicted from the
impossibility of conveying intelligence by any swifter medium. In
1850, a message can be sent 500 miles in five minutes, and next
morning the friend to whom you sent may be at your door.

In 1800, the amputation of a limb being necessarily accomplished
with excrutiating pain, the patient often shuddered st the endurance,
and refused to submit to the operation, or lingered so Jong that it
was too late, in either case to save his life. In 1850 the sufferer
inhales a pleasant odour, falls into a sweet slumber, it may be into
delightful dreams, and when he comes out of his reverie, finds him-
self minus & leg or an arm, without feeling a pang, or knowing how
the separation has taken place.

In 1800, the miner received no warning of the approach of the
destructive gas which deals death to all who come within its influ-
ence. In 1850 he goes fearlessly, safety lamp in hand, into the
lowest depths and murkiest passages, and knows when to retreat
from the advancing danger, and how to secure his escape.

In 1800, the deaf could only sit and see the speaker, faintly
guessing at the terms of his address. In 1850, by applying the
elastic tube to the ear, the lost sense is, as it were, restored, and
communion of mind with mind is again enjoyed.

These illustrations might be multiplied almost ad infinitum. Even
the match with which we now so easily procure instantaneous light,
reminds us of that flint and steel and tinder-box of our early days,
and many vain attempts to dispel tho midnight darkness, when
sickness or other necessity supervened; and numerous other con-
veniences and comforts are there, the loss of which would be deemed
calamitous, and for which we stand indebted to profound and varied
scientific research.

Then who can enumerate the endless inventions of mechanical
genius and the appliance of chemical skill, in various manufactures,
by which, in conjunction with the marvellous adaptations of steam,
processes are performed with such facility, and on so extensive a
scale, that articles which fifty years ago could only be purchased by
the wealthy, are now produced at so small a cost as to be procura~
ble by all classes ? And who that desires the progress of society
will fail to rejoice at the creation of a refined taste, & perception of
the elegant and beautiful, among those who were formerly obliged
to content themselves with the roughest specimens of the mechanic’s
handiwork, because their scanty means prevented them from obtsin-
ing any other? Nor will the rightly-instructed member of the
higher orders envy his fellow-creatures the possession of these new
sources of enjoyment, or be dissatisfied with the revolution that
has placed in the tradesman’s dwelling a product of art which,
50 years ago, could only be found in the palace, or enabled the
peasant to purchase a dress which at that period a princess would
not have disdained to we:r.—Rev. Dr. Cramp’s Lecture, % 1800
and 1850,” before the Monireal Mechanics' Institute.

GrEAT MEN ARE LIKR PLANETS, which to their inhabitants,
seem nothing but a lump of dirty .earth ; while to those who view
them from a distance, they appear like brilliant luminaries.
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MENTAL ADAPTATION.

Wonderfully does the mind suit itself to occasions, and become |

accommodated to every circumstance. It will rise superior to the

strokes of fortune, be happy in adversity and serene in death. The |

consciousness of rectitude will not only enable it to endure evil, but
divest misfortune of its every terror. Tenderness will yield to an
unbending firmness, and the eye in which the tear of emotion has
80 often started will disdain to weep. He who remarks the vicis-
situdes of fortune, and how quietly prosperity may be succeeded by
a fall, can alone appreciate that property of the mind by which it
becomes elevated in triumph, and extracts from adversity its hidden
jewel. The principle of adaptation to every thing which can be

the lot of man, ie a good genius which follows him throughout his

being : and its workings are alike evident, whether you regard his
mental or physical relations to the phenomena which encompass
him ; it is this which gives a zest to his pleasures, a solace to his
cares ; it gilds for him the sunbeams of the morning, and when
night approaches, it smoothes for him “ the raven dawn of darkness
&ill it smiles.”—F. W. Barlow.

QUAINT DEFINITIONS.

Language.—A chain to unite men and keep mankind disunited. |

A large issue of notes which has often a small basis of gold,
Miser.—An amateur pauper. A lover whois contented with a look.
China.—A hermit among nations.

Politics.—A national humming-top, which spins the least when
it hums the most.

Charity.—One whom we delight to follow, but dread to face.

Marriage.—Love brought to trial,

Slave,—A human epitaph of human feelings.

Ireland-—The Acteon of nations.

Bee.—A self-taught botanist, whose works command a ready sale.

Ship.—The telescope of the world.

Money.—The largest slave-holder in the world.

Ezxperience.—The scars of our wounds,

Debt.—A slice out of another man’s loaf.

Curtivate ENEray.—Many of the physical evils, the want of
vigour, the inaction of system, the langour and hysterical affections
which are so prevalent among the delicate young women of the
present day, may be traced to a want of well-trained mental power
and well exercised self-control, and to an absence of fixed habits of
employment. Real cultivation of the intellect, earnest exercise
of the mioral powers, the enlargement of the mind by the acquire-
ment of knowledge and the strengthening of its capabilities for
effort, the firmness for endurance of inevitable evils, and for energy
in combating such as may be overcome, are the ends which educa-
‘tion has to attain ; weakness, if met by indulgence, will not only
remain weakness, but become infirmity. The power of the mind
over the body is immense. Let that power be called forth ; let it
be trained and exercised, and vigour, both of body and mind, will
be the result. There is a homely, unpolished saying, that *it is
better to wear out than to rust out ;” but it tells a plain truth ; rust
consumes faster than nse. Better, a million times better, to work
hard, even to the shortening of existence, than to sleep and eat
away this precious gift of life, giving no other cognizance of its
possession, By work or industry, of whatever kind it may be, we
five a practical acknowledgement of the value of life, of its high

ntentions, of its manifold duties. Earnest, active industry is a
living hymn of praise, a never-failing source of happiness; it is
. obedience, for it is God's great law for moral existence.

WHAT IS A CHILD?

A child is a man in a small letter, yet the best copy of Adam
before he tasted the apple ; and he is happy whose small practice
in the world can only write his character. He is nature’s fresh
picture newly drawn in oil, which time and much handling dims
and defaces. His soul is yet a white paper unscribbled with ob-
servations of the world, wherewith, at length, it becomes a blurred
note-hook. He is purely happy, because he knows no evil, nor
hath made means by &in to be acquainted with misery. He arrives
not at the mischief of being wise, nor endures evils to come by
foreseeing them. He kisses and loves odl ; and, whep the amart
of the rod is past, smiles on his beater. Nature and his parents

alike dandle him, and entice him with a bait of sugar to a draught of
wormwood. He plays yet, like a young prentice the first day, and
is not come to his task of melancholy. All the language he speeks
yet is tears, and they serve him well enough to express his neces-
sity. His hardest labour is his tongue, as if he were loath to use
go deceitful an organ ; and he is best company with it when he can
but prattle. We laugh at his foolish sports, but his game is our
earnest ; and his drums, rattles, and hobby-horses, but the emblems
and mockings of man’s business. His father hath writ him as his
own little story, wherein he reads those days of his life that he
cannot remember, and sighs to see what innocenct he hath outlived.
The elder he grows, he is a stair lower from God, and, like his
first father, much worse in his conduct. He is the Christian’s
example, and the old man’s relapse ; the one imitates his pureness,
and the other falls into his simplicity. Could he put off his body
with his little coat, he had got eternity without a burden, and ex-
changed but one heaven for another, and then returned agein to his
regiment.—Bishop Earle.

Tue Deracaep THoUGHTS, transluted from the German of Jean
Paul Ritcher, bear continual evidence of a mind shrewd in its con-
ceptions and original in its construction. The following are well
worthy perusal :

Lively, novel images are the blossoms of our mental conceptions,
which, in the cool autumn of mature intellect, bear fruit for reason.
He who creates new imagery creates the germ of new thoughta.

We breathe upon the diamond that we may behold its flaws un-
dazzled ; thus sorrows awaits us that we may see ourselves,

Pheebus endows the weak poet, like the statue of Memmon, only
with sound. .

Some people think that the great man must be always great, as
in heraldry the esgle is always represented with outspread wings.

Youth, especially female youth, gives a poetic tinge —a softened
colouring to its sorrows : thus the sea, when the morning sun shines
upon it, is covered, even in the storm, with rainbows.

The physician and the undertaker stand in the same relation to
each other that the bird-catcher does to the birdcage-maker.

We forget most easily that of which we know least ; the less wo
have in the sieve, the more easily it passes through.

The system-maker passes through the region of truth as a travel-
ling merchant does through a country ;“both care only for their
wares, and are blind to everything worthy of observation.

The first great men of a nation who have opened the way for
others are forgotten, their successors are immortalized; thus the first
snow-flakes melt, the others remain and gjve their own hue to the
country round. .

Many have intellect only for learning, and none for the common
affairs of life. How many animals walk badly but climb admirably.

Errors hurt an empty head most, as poison does an empty
stomach. ,

A poet is a sowing-machine; a commentator, a thrashing-machine.

1 would not be a womanm, for then I could not love her.

The philosopher’s stone was the foundation of many a man’s house.

Many witty eallies sting, like the bees, only once.

Red lips and red cheeks are pretty ; why not red eyes and red
noses ?

Many a man fancies his head thinks like Pope’s, because it aches
like his.

Joys are our wings, SOrrows our spurs. . )

We have nothing so certain as God, and everything external is
understood only through him. ~He aloneappears to us in the moral,
the beautiful, the true ; and our identity appears only in him, for
he is the atlag, the supporter of our whole heaven of thought. Frem
him ali our thoughts proceed, to him all return, and he suffers not
one, even the most secret, to fall to the ground.

The paleness of death is more lovely than the paleness of sorrow.

To the earthly-minded, immortality is a formidable thought ; to
the high-minded, transport. Thus the heavens reflected in the sea
appear a fearful abyss, but behold above us, a sublime h?ight.

The thought of immortality is a glittering ses, in which he who
bathes is surrounded with bright stars. ‘

It is difficolt to attack the abuses ot irreligion, by its professors
without injury to religion itself. Few aresuch good shots as Alcon,
who, without hurting his ckild, killed the dragon in whose grasp it
was.— Blackwood.



8 JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

.
January, 1850.

"JOURNAL 0F EDUCATION.

TORONTO, JANUARY, 1850.

We renew our solicitations to every friend of general education
and knowledge to aid us by his subscription and influence in the
circulation of this Journal. Our labours shall be free, as hereto-
fore, in conductiff it ; and we promise our best exertions to render
it worthy of the name it bears and of the object it contemplates.
But its usefulness depends upon the extent of its circulation, as well
as on the character it sustains. That circulation must depend upon
the voluntary co-operation of others. Our aim is to make this
Journal the faithful friend of Youth, Teachers, and Parents ; and if
each of them will but give a tenth of the labour in prometing its
circulation that we do in editing it for their advantage, its useful-
nees will be immeasurably increased.  Our single object is, the
sqund education of every child in the land, and suitable food to satis-
‘fy the intellectual hunger and thirst of every child and inhabitant by
the establishment of public libraries in every Township, Town and
Village. We ask the co-operation of all who agree with us in this
object.

We beg to direct attention to the extracts (under the head of
Educational Intelligence) which we have made from the last Report
of the Frish National Beard of Education, and from the last Re-
port of the Superintendent of Schools for the State of New York—
both of which have been received since the commencement of the
present month.

Freg Scuoors 18y Ureer Cavapa.—We learn by private letter,
that at & very numerously attended public School Meeting held in
the Town of Niagara, in the Town Hall, on Thursday evening the
24th inst., the Mayor in the chair, “it was almost unanimously de-
termined that the Schools shall be supported as heretofore, by as-
sessment, and not by Tate bill.” We learn that a similar resolu-
tion was adopted at a public meeting by the inhabitants of each of the
three School Sections ifi which the Town of Simcoe (Talbot Dis-
trict) is divided, and where Free Schools have been heretofore es-
tablished. The Common Schools in a majority of the towns of
Upper Canada, are at the present moment free; and we hear of the
jnhabitants in varivus country School Sections taking the necessary
steps to obtain the same boon for their children. We lock with
confidence to the near approach of the day—and a glorious day it
will be—when every Common School in Upper Canada will be as
free to every child in the land as the water we drink and the air we
‘breathe.

EncouraarMENT 6F CANADIAN MECHANISM.—The Governor-Gen-'
eral; in his characteristic desire to promote Canadian improvement,
has offered through the Mechanics’ Institute of Toronto, a prize
medal of the value of £12 10s. to the author of the best specimen
of mechanical skill. The competition to be open to 21l Canadian
mechanics.

LOCAL SUPERVISION OF SCHOOLS.

In the official correspondence which has lately been published on
the subject of the new School Bill, it was stated by the Superin-
tendent of Schools that the Bill was essentially defective in respect
to provisions for local supervision, the establishment of an uniform
system throughout Upper Canada, the means of procuring requisite
local information by the Education Department, &:. Those who

may have expressed or entertained doubts as to the correctness of
his remarks and views on this subject, are respectfully veferred to
the following rematks from the last official report of the Superin-
tendent of Schools for the State of New York, laid before the
Legislature on the 1st of the present month :—

“ The Superintendent would renewedly urge upon the Legisla-
ture the restoration, in some form, of the office of County Superin-
tendent. In addition to the reasons heretofore submitted in previous
reports from this Department, the experience of the last two years
warrants the assertion that an efficient administration of the Common
School system cannot be secured without the assistance of this
class of officers. It has been found utterably impracticable to keep
up the correspondence with nearly nine hundred Town officers,
which the exigencies of the Department. constantly required, and
which is absolutely essential to its practical workings. A very
large proportion of the statistical information which is almost indis-
pensable to a full knowledge and an accurate survey of the educa-
tional condition of the State, has been omitted in the tables here-
with submitted, for no other reason than because it has been found
impossible to obtain from these officers that accurate and reliable
information which alone could be of any value, Within the legiti-
mate sphere of their operations, Town Superiutendents have, in
general, faithfully and satisfactorily, discharged the duties incum-
bent upon them. But they cannot, from the nature of the case, be
expected to supply the place or fulfil the functions of a County offi-
cer. The County Clerk has no other duty imposed upon him, under
the present law, than that of transcribing and certifying the official
reports of the Town Superintendent made to him, and embodying
their results in one general table. Between the Town and State
Superintendents there is urgent need of & class of local supervisory
officers, through whom the latter may constantly communicate with
the former and with the inhabitants and officers of the several dis-
tricts, and by whose agency an uniform and harmonious co-operation
may be secured throughout the entire extent of the State. It is
undeniable that during the five years in which the system of County
supervision was in force, notwithstanding the many unfavorable
influences under which it laboured, and the numerous prejudices
against which it was forced to contend, the schools of the State
were advanced and improved to an extent far surpassing the experi-
ence of any previous period. An impulse was given to the efforts
of the friends of education, by the active and enlightened labors of
these officers, which will long continue to be felt, and the abundant
fruits of which are visible in every direction around us. The mode
of selection and of compen:ation of the County Superintendent was
doubtless unwise, In some instances injudicious selections may
have been made ; and various causes may have existed which ren-
dered the office itself obnoxious to a portion of our fellow-citizens.
But the paramount importance, and indeed absolute necessity of a
local supervision of our schools, independent of that of the Town
Superintendent, and comprehending a wider and higher sphete, is
so manifest to the Department, and so clearly demanded by the
friends of education throughout the State, that the Superintendent
deems it his duty earnestly to press the subject upon the favorable
consideration of the Legislature, He would respectfully suggest
the expediency of electing, once in three years, by the popular vote
at the annual election, & Superintendent for each Assembly District
of the State, whose duty it should be periodically to visit and ex-
amine the several Schools in his District, to inspect and license
teachers, to hear and pass judgement in the first instance upon all ap-
peals originating within his District, subject to the final revision of the
State Superintendent, to receive, condense and transmit to the De-
partment, the reports of the sevcral Town Superintendents of his
District, and generally to discharge such duties as may, from time
to time, be required of him by the Legislature and the Department.
His compensation should be fixed by law, and paid from the unap-
proprinted revenues of the Common School Fund,”

GALT COMMON SCHOOL—ANNUAL SCHOOL MEETING.
Extracts from the Minutes of the Proceedings of the Annval
School Meeting, keld in Galt, 8th January, 1850,

The annual general mgeting of the inhabitants of the Galt School
Section was held this day in the School Room, the Rev, J. M.
Smith presiding. The Secretary-Treasurer's report for the past
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.year was duly submitted and unanimouely approved of, which Re-
ports shows the number of children in the Section, between the
ages of five and sixteen years, to be 498, the numbers entered on
the School roll during the year, 303, making with six free scholars
a total of 309, of which 206 were boys and 108 girls. The average
attendance in summer was 106, and in winter 165 ; and the
school had been kept open during the whole year. Amount received
from the District Superintendent, £76 8s. 3d., and that col-
lected by rate Bills, £92 17s. 1d. The School rates for the year
having been two quarters 3s. 9d., and two quariers at 4s. 43d.
each scholar. The building account was also submitted and pp-
proved of.

# On reference to the Minute Book the following visitations were
found recorded, viz.: District Superintendent 1; Clergymen 9 ;
District Counsellors 1 ; Magistrates 1,

“The meeting then proceeded to the election of a Trustee in
the room of Mr. George Lee, who retires by rotation. Mr. N.
D. Fisher was declared duly elected.

% The advantages of establishing 8 common School Library was
next submitted to the meeting, and warmly approved of by the Rev.
J. Strang and others; but as no part of the School Fund coming
into the hands of the Trustees can be appropriated to this purpose,
it was resolved to leave the matter in the hands of parents sending
children to the schocl, to commence the Fund, and afterwards to
appeal to the public for assistance.”

CRemarks by the Journal of Education.—The above is the first
account we have seen of the proceedings of an Annual School
Meeting conducted in all respects in the manner suggested in the
Circular of the Superintendent of Schools—although we have un-
derstood that the proceedings of many of the late Annual School
Meetings have been conducted in the same way. The law requires
nothing more to be done at an Annual School Meeting than the
election of a Trustee in the place of one retiring by rotation. In
addition to that, the Chief Superintendent recommended each Board
of Trustees to have their Annual School Reports prepared and read
at the School Meeting—giving in account of the state and operations
of the school for the year, and the receipts and expenditures of all
moneys belonging to the School Section ; and then that they should
transmit said report to the local Superintendent. The Galt Trustees
seem to have done so in a very complete and satisfactory manner.
It will readily be seen, that such a mode of proceeding is calculated
to secure punctuality and accuracy in the School Reports, to give
additional interest and importance to Annual School Meetings, and
to farnish the constituency of each School Section with that to
which it is fairly entitled—an account of the expenditure of ail the
moneys raised and received by its Trustee-representatives during
each year.

Complaints have sometimes been made that Trustees have not
accounted for moneys which had come into their hands for the
building of school-houses, their repairs, &c.; and that they have,
in some instances, done the work required and paid themselves ex-
orbitantly out of such moneys—refusing to give any account to
their constituents of their proceedings. It is probable that the
examples are extremely rare of Trustees conducting unjustly in any
such cases of complaint ; but Trastees should be placed in circum-
stances in which they could not be unjustly implicated, and the
school-rate payersareentitiedto a full and satisfactiory account of the
disposal of all moneys paid by them, or received from any source
by their elected Trustees. For this the late School Act contained
no provision ; nor does the new Bill—though it imposes upon each
Board of Trustees the trouble of making out three copies of their
Annual School Report instead of one. With a view of making
legal provision for the conducting of the proceedings of all Annual
School Meetings in the admirable manner adopted by the Galt
Trustees, and for securing systematic accounts of the receipts and
expenditures of all school moneys belonging to each School Section,

the following clause was recommended in a draft of Bill submitted
to the Government by the Superintendent of Schools in October,
1848 :— :

#V. And be it enacted, That it shall be the duty of the Trustees
of each School Section to prepare and read, or cause to be prepared
and read, at each Annual School Meeting for their Section, their
Annual Sch.ol Report, which shall include among other matters
required by law, a full account of the receipts and expenditures of
all school moneys which have been received and expended in behalf
of such Section for any purpose whatever during the year then
terminating : and if said account shall not be satisfactory to a
majority of the householders present at such meeting, then such
householders present, or a majority of them, shall appoint one per-
son, and the said Trustees shall appoint another person, and the
two arbitrators thus appointed, shall examine said account, and
their decision respecting it shall be final ; or if the two arbitrators
thus appointed shall not be able to agree, they shall have authority
to select a third arbitrator, and the decision of the majority of the
three arbitrators thus appointed or selected, shall be final ; and
such arbitrators, or a majority of them, shall have authority to
collect, or cause to be collected, whatever sum or sums may be
awarded by them, in the same manner and under the same regula-
tions as those according to which Trustees are authorized to collect
school-rate bills ; and the sum or sums thus collected, after deduct-
ing the lawful expenses of collection, shall be paid into the
hands of the local School Superintendent, and expended for the
Common School purposes of said Section.”

We think experienced practical men in Common School affairs,
will regret the omission of this simple local self- government provi-
sion in the School Law, and the introduction of the inefficient and
more cumbrous provisions on this subject in the new School Bill.]}

CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING DISTRICT GRAM-
- MAR ‘SCHOOLS.

Loxpor, C. W., Dec. 26th, 1849.
To the Edifor of the Journal of Education.

REv. Sim,—In the Journal of Education for last month, there is
an article on Grammar Schools, upon which (as the Principal of
one) I trust you will allow me to say a few words. Approving
highly of the general scope and bearing of your remarks, I must,
however, enter my protest against the inference you draw from the
sad fact of there having been but eight students matriculating at
the last annual convocation of our University. Instead of inferring,
as you appear to do, that in the whole of Upper Canada (including
the Upper Canada College, the Grammar Schools, Private Schools,
&c.,) there were but eight lads qualified to enter the University,
I would rather conclude that in consequence of the unsettled state
in which that institution has been kept, and more especially from
the late changes which have taken place in it, the parents and
guardians of the youth of Canada are unwilling to intrust them to
ita care—feeling doubtful of the success of the experiment which
has been made, It may be said this is only the opinion of an indi-
vidual ; but I can state a fact in support of it. At the present
moment there are in my School two lads who could have entered
with credit at the October examination, had their parents considered
it desirable. They however have preferred leaving their sons still
under my care, although they formerly intended to have given them
an University education. When I take upon myself to say they
could have entered with credit, I do not speak in ignorance of
the standard of qualifications required, as the University mathemat-
ical scholarship of the previous year (1848) was obtained by a pu-
pil from my school, who has, in every examination since, taken high

- classical and mathematical honors, my opinion may perhaps be re-

garded as worth something on this point. Now as it is probable
most other Grammar Schools could bear similar testimony, I think
we are warranted in coming to a very different conclusion from
your’s respecting the capability of our schools for supplying the
University with students.

There was one other observation which I would wish to make.
You say, “ We think the general rule is, whether there be an
assistaut or not, to admit pupils of both sexes and of all ages and
attainments from a, b, c, upwards,” What the rule may he else-
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where I know not ; but certainly for the eight years during which
I have had charge of & Grammar School, although I have had an
assistant the entire time, we have never admitted a female pupil,
nor any boy who had not previously been instructed in the element-
ary branches of an English education.

Trusting you will pardon the liberty I have taken in thus intru-
ding upon your valuable time, which I have been induced to do
feeling assured that your object is not to support some favorite theo-
ry, but to elicit and circulate the truth,

I remain,
Rev. Sir, with great respect,
Your very Obedient Servant,
; BenNJ. Baywy,
Principal L. D. G. School.

[ Remarks by the Journal of Education.—We have always heard
a very high character given of the London District Grammar
School by persons acquainted with it ; but we apprehend so much
cannot be said of every Grammar School in Upper Canada—altho’
it has.been our intention to speak only of the defects of the system,
and not in the slightest degree disparagingly of the qualifications
or abilities of any Principal of a Grammar School.]}

‘GRAMMAR SCHOOLS—-CLAUSES IN THE NEW COM-

MON SCHOOL ACT.

To the Editor of the Journal of Education.

Sm,—I observe in your Journal for November, some important
suggestions in relation to the Grammar Schools of this Province.
The propriety of calling public attention to this subject cannot be
questioned. Legislative provision has not yet succeeded in eleva-
ting these institutions to their proper standard, and I am glad you
have entered upon the task of directing more notice to them. The
handsome annual appropriation towards the payment of a Teacher,
together with other favourable circumstances have not been suffi-
ciently productive of good. I think I'will be borne out in saying,
that, generally speaking, the charad@eristics of our Grammar Schools
have an air of exclusiveness—high tuition fees—a small number of
scholars—Teachers behind the age—Trustees too indifferent to the
important trusts consigned to them—a want of zeal and lively in-
terest in the cause of Education in nearly all concerned.

The Teacher, required to be a proficient in languages and math-
ematics, has been called upon to give much of his attention to very
young scholars, sons of the more wealthy, who would have been
better at the Common School. And then as to the provision for
the so called  poor scholars”, what has it effected ? Have the
results of the whole system been at at all commensurate with the
outlay on the part of the Government ? or rather (for e poor sys-
tem is always better than none at all, avd it is perhaps difficelt to
estimate the advantage of even a few additional persons being bet-
ter educated in the country than they would have been without the
Grammar Schools) have the resuits at all approached the anticipa-
tions of the original projectors of the District Schools ?

I would not wish to be understoood as willingly disparaging
these institutions, or as being unmindful of noble exceptions at
times, to their general features, for occasienally, owing to the ex-
ertions of some spirited teacher much has been accomplished. But,
at a time when so much is attempted to secure a thorough and effi-
cient sYsTeM of Education in the Province, on which depends its
futare character and the happiness of the people, the Grammar
Schools ought not to be overlooked. .

I notice, that you do not in the suggestions you offer, make any
mention of the clauses in the new School Bill, which bave & matural
bearing on this question, The 46th, and some subsequent clauses,
contemplate a union of the Grammar and Common School. By
this means a division of labour might be effected.

Over the higher departments, the Principal of the Grammar
Sehool could preside. Next to him would be his assistant Teacher.
Others would follow as occasion might require ; the salsry being
proportioned according to the skill required. There will be little
or no difficulty in providing compensation for their Teachers in the
several District Towns, out of the Grammar and Common School
funds already allotted to their localities.

As the demand for good Teachers increases; which it will with
the ‘ntelligence of the people, these institutions may become Model

Schools, and it is to be hoped the honour and pride of the Counties.

Our population greatly changes by the influx of emigrants from
other lands, who participate in working out our free institutions, but
which can only be well conducted by experienced and intelligent
agents. Great reliance must necessarily be placed in the older
settlers of the country, whose experience should be of great service.
Every true friend of Canada will feel it his duty to lend his aid,
however humble, to the great cause of Canadian education, in order
that we may have a sufficiently large cluss of people among us,
able and willing to direct the work of good government.

Misery and vice are the sure concomitants of ignorance. What
a sickening picture was lately presented around the scaffold, on
Which two human beings, man and wife, were about to expiate their
deep offence aguinst the laws of God and man ! In the words of a
well known writer the scene was such that ¢ man had cause to be
ashamed of the shape he wore, and to shrink from himself as fash-
ioned in the image of the devil.” There were ruffianism, vagabond-
ism, brutal jokes, offensive and foul behaviour, prostitution and
thieving, while it was yet the solemn hour of midnight, and thie in
the metropolis of the greatest nation, the centre of civilization !
Shall we, in time, while yet we have the means as a people, ere
our public lands are dissipated, not make this most extensive provision
for the education of the people—shall we not do our honest endea-
vours to further the education of the resident population of Canada,
and to save our country and our children’s children from the thraldom
and degradation and wickedness of ignorance ? Who is not inter-
ested in such a cause ?

Perth, December 18th, 1849. W. O. BueLn.

[Remarks by the Journal of Education. While we highly ap.
preciate the pervading spirit and great object of the foregoing com-
munication, we can scarcely imagine that, of late years at least,
the suspicion of exclusiveness can justly attach to the management
and character of our District Grammar Schools ; and although too
much indifference charadterizes the affairs of the Grammar, as well
as Common Schools, we are glad to believe that increased attention
begins to be given to the interests and operations of both. '

‘We had not overlooked the 46th and some subsequent clauses of
the new School Bill ; but we considered them not well advised and
nugatory for the objects contemplated by them, in connexion with
other provisions of the Bill. '

The provisions of the new Bill contemplate the division of Cities
and Towns, as well as Townships into separate School Sections ;
but only one such School Section ina Town can be united with
the Grammar School—the Section of the Town within which the
Grammar School happens to be situated. Nor does the Bill provide
for consulting the Trustees of the Grammar School, and who are
responsible for its management, in regard to any such anion ; nor
recognize their opinion at all in the matter of uniting them with
another Trust. The Bill also makes the Grammar School Fund
divisible smong all the Masters employed in such Union Sehool,
and does not secure it to the Master of the Grammar School,

The 48th Section of the new School Bill deprives Trustees of
Grammar Schools of the power of employing a Master (except he
be a graduate of some University) unlees he shall bave produced a
eertificate of qualification signed by the Head Master of the Normal
School. If there be ever so many candidates for a vacant Grammar
School, and if the Trustees be ever so competent to judge of the
qualifications of such candidates, not one of them can be employed

1 without coming to Toronto for a certificate of qualification from the

Head Master of the Normal School—a School in which Classics
are not taoght at all, and a Head Master of which may not be
necessarily acquainted with them. The new Bill does not preclude
Common School Trustees from employing a Teacher without a
certificate of qualification of any kind, while it thus limits the
suthority of Grammar School Trustees. It does not provide for
sny standard of qualifications, according to which cextificates ahall
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be given to Masters of Grammar Schools ; and a few days sincea
person came no less than 160 miles to Toronto to obtain a certificate
of qualification as a Master of a Grammar School although he did
not know the Greek Alphabet, and nothing more of Latin than the
simplest elements of Grammar.

These remarks will sufficiently explain why we made no allu-
sion to the 46th and subsequent sections of the new School Bill in
our remarks on Grammar Schools. They are, perhaps, sufficient
to show also, that the provisions of the new Bill in regard to Gram-
mar Schools, as well as many other of its provisions could not have
been adopted in their present form, had there been time and oppor-
tunity for due examination and discuseion of the Bill by the Gov-
ernment and Legislature.

Established institutions of any kind ought not to be meddled with
without careful inquiry and a thorough knowledge of their nature,
relations, and proper management. The Grammar Schools are a
host important link in the chain ef our educational institutions, and
ought not, we think, to be dealt with incidentally, but only after
mature investigation, and by provisions adapied to improve their ef-
ficiency and perfect their system of management and operations as
far as possible.]

FREE PUBLIC LIBRARIES.

In our report of the late examination of our Common School, we
purposely omitted all notice of the suggestion of the Superintendent
in reference to the establishment of & Public Library for the use of
the Scholars, because we considered it a matter of very great im-
portance, and the space then at our command precluded us from
doing justice to it. We believe it will be conceded that it is im-
perative on the friends or the people, to promote secular instruction
in every possible way, and to enlarge that basis of popular thought-
fulness and intelligence on which in times like these, the fabric of
good government, peace, and social progress can alome securely
rest ; and we know no bdtter way of doing this than by the estab-
lishment of good libraries, indeed we think its importance cannot
be exaggerated. Among the many causes that have contributed to
the diffusion of intelligence and education among the population of
8cotland, public libraries have not been the least successful. It is
among the many debts of gratitude which Scotland owes to Robert
Burns that he was, if not the first, yet among the very first to set
the example of forming a public library ; and such institutions are
now common, if not universal, in the rural districts of Southern
Scotland. Some may be of opinion that the like taste for literature
does not exist among our population, that it has still in a great
measure to be created. But this appears to us to be only a stronger
motive for introducing such institutions, No people in the world
bave made more efforts to provide an improved education for the
young than the people of Canada. But when the generation thus
trained and enlightened shall have grown up where is it to look for
healthy nutriment for its new insight and intelligence if notin lend-
ing libraries established in every village. There exists at present
a large number of Sunday school and other libraries, but they do
not meet the wants of the people ; the motives of the supporters of
these are most praiseworthy, but their views are marrow and their
tastes exclusive, If any one of our rural population has a taste
for science, history, or general literature, it is out of his power to
gratify it. It is books of this class, works on history, biography,
geography, physiology, mathematics, practical, mechanics, agri-
culture, &c., that it is desirable to supply in large quantities ; and
books of this description to be permanently and extensinely useful
should be itinerating, that is exchanged between village and village,
township and township, and their selection and general manage-
ment should be intrusted to a central committee in which each con-
tributing and participating place should be represented. The es-
tablishment of free public libraries will necessarily generate a
desire in the humblest men to possess books as well a8 borrow them,
and it is most important to give a right direction to this newly
created appetite, It isneedless to point out how this would re-act on
booksellers, publishers, and authors, and give & new and higher
tone to the morals and character of the people. We know that the

great difficulty in the way is how to make « beginning. We would
suggest that the newly elected Councils cannot conceive that any
good citizen would grudge a small tax for the establishment of such
a desirable institution.—The Dumfries Reformer.

[Remarks by the Journal of Education. The spirit and objects
of the foregoing remarks on the establishment of public libraries,
are so accordant with what we have repeatedly urged in Reports,
the Journal of Education, and in communications to the Govern-
ment, that we are happy to add them to the many articles which
we have copied into these pages on the subject.

As to the concluding suggestion of The Dumfries Reformer,
we may remark, that the new School Bill gives local Councils or
Trustees no authority to impose a tax or rate for the establishment
of public libraries—though the Superintendent of Schools for Upper
Canada had drawn attention to the subject, and submitted a draft
of bill investing local Municipal Councils with such authority as
early s the 12th of October, 1848, The omission of such a pro-
vision is one of the defects of the new School Bill.]

CANADIAN PROGRESS DURING THE PRESENT
CENTURY.

The Rev. Dr. Cramp concludes his late Lecture before the Montreal
Mechanics’ Institute, entitled ¢ 1800 and 1850,” with the follow-

ing summary statement of Canadian progress during the present
century :—

In the progress to which your attention has been directed this
evening, Canada has largely participated. Her advancement since
the year 1800 has been steadily rapid. In that year the population
of Lower Canada was 260,000 ; it has increased more than three-
fold, teing now 780,000. The population of Upper Canada was
70,000 ; it has increased more than ten-fold, being now 721,144.
In 1800, sixty-four vessels arrived at the Port of Quebec ; in
1849, one thousand end sixty-four. In 1800 the Provincial
Revenue was less than £30,000 ; in 1849, the returns for two
quarters exceeded £300,000. In 1800, a vessel might take as
much time in getting from Quebec to Montreal as was occupied in
crossing the Atlantic ; now we leave one city at sunset and reach
the other at sunrise. In 1800 there were no Common Schools, and
in Upper Canada no Colleges ; in 1850, our schools are frequented
by 200,000 pupils, and in addition to the Colleges and Seminaries
connected with the French Canadian population, we have McGill
and Lennoxville Colleges in Lower Canada, and, in Upper Canads,
Queen’s, Regiopolis, and Victoria Colleges, and the University of
Toronto, besides numerous private seminaries for education, well
conducted and crowded with students. In 1800, there was no gas,
no steamboats, nor railroads, nor plank roads—in many places
scarcely any road at all. The changes in these respects need not
be enlarged on ; they are well known and duly appreciated.

At that time the country wore an aspect of rudeness and discom-
fort ; the population was scattered, toilsomely pioneering its way
through the forests. Settlements were few and far between, and
towns were but here and there visible ; bat in 1850, wherever the
traveller goes, he discovers symptoms of enjoyment, enterprise, and
prosperity : well cultivated farms, flourishing manufactories,
thriving villagee, populous towns and cities, displaying the best
style of modern elegance, together with abundant proofs of remune-
rating commerce, are presented to his view ; while in all directions
he observes with satisfaction the care which has been taken to pro-
vide the means of mental culture axd religious improvement,

Before us, also, an exhilarating prospect is opened. What re-
mains, but that we resolve to be wisely patriotic ;—that whatever
position we may individually choose to occupy, politically or religi-
ously, we will encourage to the utmost extent, all purposes tendin
to the advancement of the interests of the land y—that we will foster
its institutions, and labour to bring them as near perfection as any
thing human is capable—that we will promote, as far as in ug lies,
the union of Canadians in furtherance of education, agriculture,
manufactures, and all moral reforms ;—and finally, that we will
live. for this country, and combine with all true patriots in the pro

secution of such measures as shall render Canada as great and
glorious as she is free !
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Common School Examination in the Town of London.—The
examiaation of the puoils under the care of Mr. Nicsoras WiLsoN, was
lately held iz the Town Hall. We were much pleased with the manner
in which they acquitted themseives, and we are certain that the readiness
with which they answered the various questions put to them would have
elicited astonishmen® from old proficients. They appeared perfectly at
home either in Geography or Arithmetic, and surprised us by the celerity
in working questions in Logarithms and other rules in Arithmetic.—
[London U. C. Times.

Pine Grove School— Vaughan.—Extract of a Lelter from the
Rev. A. Dizon, B. A., late Superintendent of Common Schools at St.
Catharines.—** On Friday the 21st ult., I attended the Quarterly Examina-
tion of the Common School at Pine Grove. It continued for several hours,
and was most satisfactory to the visitors present, reflecting credit alike, on
the ability of Mr. Hiecins, the teacher, and on the perseverance of the
pupils. The answering in Scriptural History was remarkably good, shew-
ing that the children were taught not merely to repeat by rote, but to think
on what they learned. Several exceedingly complicated questions in Ar-
ithmetic, were solved with much ease, by the more advanced pupils, and
nearly the whole school evinced a surprising quickness and accuracy in
mental calculation. The answering in Geography also, was very creditable,
1t was exceedingly gratifying to witness the interest taken in the School by
aome of the leading Gentlemen of the neighbourhood; J. W. Gamsre, Esq.,
Mr. Gramam, and others, took an active part as examiners. If theleading
men throughout the country, generally, took such an interest in the
Schools as those gentlemen do in the one at Pine Grove, their effi ciency
would be materially increased. At theclose of the Examination, the Dox-
clogy was sung by the Master and Pupils.”

School Section No. 5, Scarboro,—% The Quarterly Examination
was held this day in the presence of the Trustees, the Rev. Mr. Wightman
and fourteen other visitors—parents of the children attending the School.
{ am happy to state through the columns of the Journal of Education the
high opinion that seemed to be entertained, both by Mr. Wightman and the
other visitors, of the talent and diligence of Mr. William Hunter, the
Teacher, late a student of the Normal School, and also their fall approval
of the simaltaneous system, pursued by him in conducting the School. All
expressed themselves highly pleased with the proficiency which the children
bad made ander his tuition during the short period he has taught the
school.”—[ Communicated.

School Section No. 6, Augusta.—* Ouar Teacher, Mr, PRNNOCK,
having availed himself of the Provincial Normal School, has by his improv-
ed method of communicating instruetion, proved the usefulness of that ex-
cellent Instution, Heads of families, as also many persons from beyond
the limits of the School Section, have been induced to attend, and have
been delighted with the method pursued, and the remarkable advancement
of the children. The Teacher beinga proficient in Hurran’s system of
Vocal Music, the singing was not by any means the least interesting part
of the Examination to the visitors. From 9 to 94 o’clock, the School was
examined in Reading, Prefixes and Affixes. The classes were questioned
on the properties of Metals, and by their promptitude in answering, evinced
a respectable knowledge of the subject. From 94 to 10 o’clock, the School
was examined in Sacred History. This branch of instruction was never
before introduced into the School, and the proficiency of the children was
truly pleasing as well as edifying. Thenext subject was Geography, which
is taught from maps, which the Teacher, atsome trouble and expense, had
procured expressly for the School. The result of the examination on this
subject, was such as did great credit to the pupils and also to the Teacher.
The visitors were next treated 10 an exemplification of Mulhauser’s system
of writing. From 11 to 11} o’clock the classes were examined in Grammar
and Algebra ; then followed common Arithmetic, with the use of Formula,
also Mental Arithmetic. The Examination then closed with singing, an
exercise which refines, as well as exalts the youthful mind. I see by your
Journal of November, that the Free School System has at length obtained
in the neighbouring State of New York, and you may feel proud that you
had the happiness and the honour of contributing very essentially to that
result. I trust that the same influence will achieve something for usin
Western Caiada in that direction.>’—[Communicated.

Stchool Section No. 6, Township of Bertie.—“ At the close of the
First Quarter we were well satisfied with the progresa the children had made.
On some whose attendance had been regular, it was remarked they had
acquired more knowledge in one quarter under Mr. C. Ajraham (from the
Normal School) than in a whole year previous. We were aleo surprised

at the end of the Second Quarter to hear the ready answers of his pupils in
Geography, Grammar, Aritbmetic, &c. There was an unusual number
of the parents and others in attendance at the hour appointed, and at the
close of it there was an universal expression of approbation.”—{Communi-
cated.

School Section No. 19, Dumfries, was examined before the
Trustees by the Rev. J. Roy, of St. George, who expressed himself very
much pleased with the progress which the children had made since he last
examined the School. Every class seemed not only to learn accurately,
but also to understand thoroughly, the subject to which their attention was
directed.—[ Galt Reporter.

School Section No. 1, Williams, was examired on the 18th inst., in
presence of several gentlemen, who were all highly satisfied with the excel-
lent manner in which the School is conducted, and the very great progress
the pupils are making. Prizes were awarded in the several classes; and
two for general proficiency and good behavieur. Two pupils received, each
of them, an additional prize from Mr. Mclatosh, for the creditable manner
in which they acquitted themselves in all the classes, considering their age;
the former being 9 and the latter 8 years.— [Canadian Free Press.

Palermo Grammar School.—The Trustees of the Gore District

Grammar Schools have decided to remove the Palermo Grammar School

to Galt.
et

UNITED STATES.

EXTRACTS FROM THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE STATE
SUPERINTENDENT OF COMMON SCHOOLS, N. Y.

To the Legislature:
Secretary’s Office, Department of Common Schools,
Albany, January 1, 1850.

The Superintendent of Common Schools, in obedience to the requisi-
tions of law, respectfully submits the following Annual Report :—

Number of Common Schools.—From the abstracts furnished by the
several County Clerks, of the reports of the respective Town Superinten-
dents of Common Schools, it appears that there were, on the first day of
July last, in the 878 Towns and 81 Wards of Cities in the State, 11,191
School Districts, of which 8,411 are composed of territory wholly situated
in the town where the school-house stands, and the remainder are joint
districts formed from two or more adjoiniffftowns, Reports have been
received from the Trustees of 10,928 Districts; leaving 263 only from
which no sufficient returns have been made.

Time of keeping the Schools open by qualified Teachers.—In the several
reporting districts, schools have been maintained by duly qualified teach-
ers, for an average period of eight months during the year embraced in the
returns.

Number and Attendance of Children.—~The whole number of children
between the ages of five and sixteen residing in the respective districts
from which returns were received was 739,655, and the whole number of
children taught in the several district schools during the year was 778,309,
being an increase of 2,587 over the number taught during the preceding
year. Ofthe number thus taught, 6,687 had been in attendance on the
schools during the entire year; 21,793 for ten months and upward; 70,378
for eight months and upward; 165,968 for six monthsand upward ; 315,430
for four months and upward ; 508,671 for two months and upward ; and
only 269,638 had attended for a less period than two months.

Private Schools.—In the several towns and cities, from which reports
have been received, there were 1,893 private and unincorporated schools,
in which 72,785 pupils were under instruction during the whole or a portion
of the year reported; and 35 schools for the instuction of colored children
comprising 4,006 pupils, the expenses of which were defrayed by the appm:
priation of $2,866 97 from the public money applicable to the payment of
teachers’ wages, and $3,149 60 raised by rate bill on those sending to the
schools.

Ezpenditures of the Year Reported.~During the year embraced in the
Annual t.eport of the Trustees, the sum of $1,153,916 27 was paid for
teachers’ wages; of which $653,704 53 was received from the Siate
Treasury, and from the avails of town and county taxation and local funds,
$489,696 63 contributed on rate bills by those who sent to school ; and
$10,515 11 raised by ta xation on the inhabitants of the district to meet the
amount due on the rate bills of such indigent persons as were exempted
by the Trustees from the payment of their share of such bills. The num-
ber of children so exempted in the several reporting districts, is stated at
16,900.

The aggregate amount of money expended during the same year in the
purchase of bovks for the district library and school apparatus aunthorized
by law, was $92,104 82, =
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The following sums were raised by the inhabitants of the several districts
during the same year, by a tax on the real and personal estate of the dis-
tricts, for the respective purposes enumerated, viz :—

cresesasenesens seeecenes $25,002 25
ciererecessrassaesesse 196,770 53

For purchasing siteg...cceseees
For building school houges.......

For renting houses or rooms for the schaolg..vovevevineences 6,227 78
or repairs and IDSUTANCE.....iiiiiie vans sons sanarrensenass 68,387 87
OF fuel veuesecnansrsssnsnens R ceee 95,618 95

For school books, furniture and apparatus...eceeceessssesres 14,040 18
or deficienciesinratebills....o.oouenunes teavaeesseseessees 15,447 35

For other district purposes authorized by 1aW..ceee cosnce «oee 77,203 56

Amounting in the aggregate to.e.ovsvseeresrreosronces $453,798 47
This sum when added to the amount raised by rate bill on the
inhabitants sending toschool...evvieasrosesaaes +ees 489,698 63
And the amount raised by tax to pay the rate bills of those ex-
empted by the trustees.....ocveeeceareeenreerenessensesoee 10,515 11

Exhibits an aggregate ofccccceierciaiereearasesaosenes $954,010 21
contributed by the inhabitants of the several School districts during the
year reported, for the support of the Schools; and the entire amount ex-
pended for that object, during the year, including the sum apportioned from
the Common Schoo! Fund, the sums raised by the Boards of Supervisors
of the respective counties, and the local funds belonging to the several

towns applicable to school purposes, Was.....coovvsuo. ... $1,607,714 74
Add to this amount paid for additions to the several district 93.104 82

LibIaries ceveveeetorncs sasos ssenscsssscnscncsssosnsans
And the entire aggregate will amount t0..eves cvvees cenees .$1,700,819 56
The whole amount of public money received from all sources during the
past year by the several Town Superintendents, and other officers charged

with the receipts and disbursements of School moneys,  was $346,710 45,

of which $625,456 69 has been apportioned among the several districts
for teachers’ wages, $88,075 32 for library purposes, and the balance for
contingent expensesin the several cities and large towns where special pro-
vision for its expenditure ismade. * * <+ * >

District Libraries.—The whole number of volumes in the several district
Libraries of the State on the first day of January 1849 was 1,409,154—being
an average of about 125 volumes to each district. Many of the larger and
wealthier districts, however, greatly exceed this average ; and the dispro-
portion is the greater where it should least exist. In the cities and large
villages, where excess may most readily be had to extensive and well-
selected public and private libraries, the share of the library fund appropri-
ated to the respective districts is in the ratio of the population, and far be-
yond their real wants or necessities; while in the poorer and more remote
districts, where books are most needed and most difficult of access, the
pittance annually doled out from the library fund is too meagre to enable
the trustees to do more than purchase a few cheap and comparatively worth-
less volumes.

Normal School.—This Institution is steadily progressing in usefulness
and popular favor. During the past year a large and commodious edifice
has been erected for its use, from the funds appropriated for that purpose
by the Legislature at its last session ; and between four and five hundred
pupils from every section of the State annually avail themselves of the
valuable course of instruction there communicated. At the expiration of
their respective terms these pupils, thoroughly prepared for the work of in-
struction, go into the several school districts where their services may be
required, and with but few ‘exceptjons, diligently devote themselves to the
business of teaching as a perinanent profession. It is difficult to estimate
the'value of the services thus readeiéd by this Institution, in elevating the
standard of qualification of teachers of our Common Schools, in diffusing
over the entire surface of the State a higher appretiation of the work of ed-
ucation, and enlisting a deeper feeling in behalf of our elementary institu-
tious of learning. The permanent footing on which it is now placed is a
Mmatter of sincere congratulation to every friend of education.

Sc(wol Architecture.—~The Superintendent is gratified in being able to
state through the liberality of one of our philanthropic citizens, James S.
W adsworth, Esq., acopy of the valuable work on School Architecture, re-
ferred toin the last Annual Report from this Department, by the Hon. Heary
Barnard, Iatf Commissioner of public Schools in Rhode Island, and now
State Superintendent of Connecticut, has been forwarded to the Town
Clerk of each town in the State, for the use of the various school officers of
the town who may l'gave occasion to consult the same. The subject of
School Architecture 18 rapidly assuming that high appreciation which it
deserves: and the varied experience and undoubted abilities of Mr. Barnard
entitle his suggestions and recommendations to the utmost regard. Ifa
copy of this excellent work could be placed in each of our School district
Libraries, there is no reason to doubt the expense would be a thousandfold
compensated by the increased convenience, elegance and beauty of our
Numerous school houses.

Nearly $200,000 is, as will be seen by reference to a former part of this
]'\eport—annually raised by direct taxation throughout the State for the
single purpose of building school houscs. It is obvious, therefore, that the

interests of the several districts, in a strictly economical point of view,
would be essentially promoted by such an expenditure of this fund, as would
be most in accordance with the judgment and experience of thosc who
bave familiarized themselves with this department of Architecture. In this
respect such a work as the one referred to would prove invaluable to the
several districts.

School Journal.—The renewal of the annual appropriation for a2 monthly
periodical exclusively devoted to the subject of Education, and which shall
serve as a medium of communication between this department, and the offi-
cers and inhabitants of the several school districts, is respectfully recom-
mended. ‘

The School Law.—By the eighth section of the *‘ Act for the establish-
ment of Free Schools throughout the State,”’ all laws and parts of laws in-
consistent with the provisions of that act, other than those relating to free
schools in cities, are repealed ; and by chapter 388 and chapter 382 of the
laws of 1849, several essential alterations were made in the school laws as
codified by the act of 1847 amending and consolidating the several pro-
visions of the Revised Statutes, relating to Common Schools. Tk - exist-
ing statutes afford, therefore, a very imperfect guide to the inhabitants of
school districts, and the several officers charged with the 1¢ cal administra-
tion of the system, and it is very desirable that those portions of the acts
referred to, which are still in force and unrepealed, should be re-enacted
and consolidated in one general statute, together with suchamendments as
the Legislature at ita present session may see fit to adopt; and that the
Superintendent of Common Schools should be authorized to prepare a copy
ot the same, together with such instructions and forms, for the guidance
and information of the officers and inhabitants of the several districts, as
he may deem expedient and necessary, and cause the same to be distributed
throughout the State, and placed in the several district libraries.

Free Schools.—The adoption by the people of the *“ Act for the establish-
ment of Free Schools throughout the State,’’ and the consequent incorpo-
ration of its provisions into the statutes of the State as a portion of our
Common School system, constitutes a new and interesting era in the
history and progress of that system. Every child between the ages of five
and twenty-one, residing in the State, is entitled to free and gratuitous
education in the Common Schools now established, or which may here-
after be established in pursuance of law, and the expense of such education
beyond the annual appropriations from the revenue of the Common School
Fund, and the amount required by law to be raised by the respective Boards
of Supervisors upon thie taxable property of the several towns and counties
of the State is to be provided by taxation upon the real and personal estate
of the inhabitants of the respective school districts. Whatever difference
of opinion may exist in reference to that particular mode of levying the tax
thus authorized for the universal and free education of the youth of the
State, the great principle that elementary instruction in our public schools
shall from henceforth be free to all, without discrimination or restriction
has been definitely settled, and may be regarded as beyond the reach o.f

*

controversy. * * * * * * * * " *

Christian Education of the Heart.—The education of the heart must ever
accompany and keep pace with that of the head. Correct principles, right
motives, and good habits must early be implanted in the youthful mind,
and ‘“ grow with its growth and strengthen with its strength ;** and every
influence which flows from the elementary school must be elevating and
ennobling. Too much care cannot be taken by the inhabitants and officers
of school districts, in excluding from the teachers’ desk individuals of doubt.
ful moral character, or in securing the services of those whose daily lessons
and deportment shall inculcate and foster the great truths of humanity, in-
tegrity, conscientiousness and benevolence. To accomplish this, it is not
necessary that the peculiar or sectarian views of any religious denomina-
tion should be taught, or even adverted to ; nor is the Common School the
proper place, in any point of view, to enforce the distinction between the
several religious sects. The foundation of character, usefulness and happi-
ness may be laid in those enduring and comprebensive principles of Chris-
tian ethics and morality which lie without and above the pale of mere
theology ; and this is the province of the Common School, so far as its -
means are adequate and its jurisdiction extends.

If, therefore, the inhabitants and officers of the several schocl districts
will avail themselves conscientjously and in good faith of the provisions so
liberally made by the enlightened and comprehensive policy of the State
for the support of elementary schools, they may reasonably look forward to
results far . surpassing the most sapguine cxpectations of those stalesmen
and philanthropitts who have hitherto so indefatigably exerted themselves
for the promotion of popular education. The coming generation will be
prepared to enter upon the varied duties incumbent upon them with facul-
ties unclouded by ignorance, and with principles and habits undebased hy
vice. The complicated machinery of civilization will move onward to the
accomplishment of its majestic destiny, free from the incessant friction of
selfish and sinister designs—the enormous expenditures now lavished upon
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the maintenance and support of criminal jurisprudence, prisons, peniten-
tiaries and poor-houses, will be transferred to objects more in accordance
with the spirit of the age—and we shall present the noble spectacle of an
educated, enlightened, virtuous community, fulfilling a mission in the ad-
vancement of our common humanity, which has been assigned to no other

people, in no other age.
CHRr1sTOPRER MORGAN

Superintendent of Common Schools.

Free Schools in the State of New-York.—In our November num-
ber of last year we mentioned the vote of the people of theState of New-York
- in favour of FREk ScruoLs. The State Superintendent has published a gen-
eral circular on the subject of the new Free School Law. We extract the
following introductory paragraph of this excellent circular :—

¢ The Superintendent of Common Schools tenders his most cordial con-
gratulations to the people of the State, on the recent adoption of the ** Act
for the establishment of Free Schools throughout the State,” by a majority
so strongly indicative of the popular appreciation of the great interests in-
volved in the issue submitted. The whole number of votes cast for the new
law is 249,872, and the whole number against it 91,951, showing a majority
of 157,921, The unequivocal sanction thus afforded to the principle of the
Universal and Free Education of the youth of the State, affords additional
grounds of reliance upon the efficacy of our popular institutions, to ac-
complish the important objects for which they were designed, and demon-
strates the entire confidence which may at all times safely be reposed in the
intelligence and virtue of an enlightened community. The conviction is
fully entertained by the Superintendent, that by far the larger portion even
of those who felt constrained to oppose the act in question, were actuated
not by hostility to the principle of Free Schools, but by considerations
drawn from objections, whether well or ill-founded, to the particular details
of the bill upon which they were specifically called to act. These objec-
tions, it is confidently hoped and expected, may be obviated either by a
more full explanation and understanding of the provisions referred to, or by

futare legislative action ; and the united efforts of the people, thereby en-.

abled to be put forth to sustain and carry into successful operation, the new
and interesting feature thus engrafted upon our system of public instruction.
To this end the Superintendent earnestly envokes the efficient co-operation
of every friend of Education, in its highest and best sense, and of every
citizen who hae at heart the welfare and prosperity of our social, civil and
religious institutions, in the important task of organizing and perfecting
the details of that system which has been so emphatically decreed by the
popular will.”
It ————

BRITISH AND FOREIGN.
————
EXTRACTS FROM THE FIFTEENTH REPORT OF THE

COMMISSIONERS OF NATIONAL EDUCATION IN IRE-
LAND, FOR THE YEAR 1848,

Number of Schools and Pupils,—On the 31st of December,
1847, we had 3,825 schools in operation, which were attended by 402,632
children. At the close of the year, 1848, the number of schools in opera-
tion was 4,109, and of pupils on the rolls, 507,469, showing a total increase,
in this class of sehools, of 284; and an increase in the attendance, in the
year, ending the 31st of December, 1848, as compared with the year 1847,
of 104,837 children.

In our last Report we stated that, in consequence of the prevailing dis-
tress, there had been & decrease in the attendance, during the year, as
compared with the preceding one, of 53,788, The increase in the year
1848, may be ascribed, in & considerable degree, to the fact of food having
been distributed, by the British Relief Association, to the children attend-
ing a large number of the National Schools, especially in the south and
west of Ireland.

[n addition to the 4,109 schools in operation, there are 321 towards which,
at various times, we have made building grants; of these grants 91 were
made during the past year, amounting to £8,748 3s 4d. When these 321
schools shall have been completed, and in operation, they will afford accom-
modation to 30,461 additional pupils,

The number of schools struck off the rolls, during the year 1848, for the
various reasons specified in the Appendix, was 114; 10 schools are sus-
pended, which may hereafter be re-opened ; and 426 new schools were
added to the list. The number of our schools, on the 31st%f December,
1848, was 4,440, including those in operation, those suspended, and thoee
towards the building of which we have promised aid. The actual and ex-
pected attendance in these 4,440 schools, will be 537,930,

Classification and Salaries Teachers.—~In our last Report, we ex-
plained the arrangement decided upon for the classification of the teachers,

under the new scale, which came into operation on the 1st of April, 1848.

In conformity with that scale, teachers of National Schools are divided
into three classes, which are again subdivided, azd to which the following
salaries are respectfully attached :—

.. Males. Fomales.

N 1st Division, £30 £24 per annum.
First Class, 20d Do, 25 20 ¢
:lmti D.D_o._. 2 18
Second Class, 32;(1 ‘,‘5‘:":’"' ]2(81 ;i p
] 18t Divie I
Third Class, {di lf)l:‘l:m’ }i ig “
Probationary Teachers, 10 9
Assistant Teachers, 10 9 v
Mistresses to teach Needlework, - 6

Our four Head Inspectors examined, during the year 1848, the male Na-
tional Teachers throughout Ireland, assigning to each the class to which
they considered him entitled. The Head Inspectors are satisfied from the
results of their examination, that the qualifications of the Masters are
steadily improving ; and there is every prospect, that the arrangements we
have adopted will secure still further improvement. The examination and
classification of the female teachers will take place this year.

National Books.~On the 31st of December, 1847, the receipts for books
sold to National Schools, at reduced prices, within that year, amounted to
£4,124 13s. 8d. The amount received in 1848 was £5,572 7s. 11d., show-
ing an increase in the year 1848 of £1,447 14s. 3d. It is to be observed
that, as our books are supplied to Nationa] Schools at nearly half the cost
of production, the value of those sold in 1848, would be about £11,000.

The demand in England and Scotland for our National School books
materially increased in 1848. We have made arrangements with the Com-
mittee of Council on‘Education, andthe Poor Law Commissionersin Eng-
land, for supplying their Schools with National School books, at a moder-
ate rate, but which leaves a small profit over all the expenses incurred in
their publication. From the orders already received, we have every rea-
son to expect, that the Committees of Schools and the local Guardians of
Poor Law Unions in Great Britain, will avail themselves, to a considerable
extent, of the advantages thus afforded. Our sales to the Committee of
Council on Education, from the date of this arrangement up to the present
time, have averaged about £300 each month.

Drawing in the Normal and Model Schools.—The experiment announced
in our Fourteenth Report, of the introductions into our schools, in Marlbo-
rough-street, of the system of Drawing from Models, under a Master of
experience, has been eminently successful. We hope gradually to train a
class ofteachers qualified to communicate a limited knowledge, both of
drawing and vocal music, to the children attending our larger schools
throughout Ireland.

Religious Instruction.—We deem it expedient to republish the statement
made in former Reports regardicg the arrangement for giving religious
instruction to the pupils of the Model Schools, and the teachersin training,
which is as follows:—** The arrangements for the separate religious instrue-
tion of the children of [all persuasions attending these schools, and also of
the teachers in training, continue to be carried into effect every Tuesday,
under their respective clergymen. Previously to the arrival of the clergy-
men, each of the teachersin training is employed in giving catechetical and
other religious instruction to a amall class of children belonging to his own
communion. These teachers attend their respective places of worship on
Sundays; and every facility is given, both before and after Divine Service,
as well as at other times, for their apiritual improvement, under the direc-
tions of their clergy.””

Number of Teachers Trained during the Year.~We trained, during the
year, and supported at the public expense, 267 National Teachers, of whom
177 were males, and 90 were females. We also trained 33 teachers not
connected with National Schools, who maintained themselves during their
attendance at the Model Schools, making the total number of teachers
trained in 1848, 300, Of the 267 teachers of National Schools, trained
during the year, 11 were of the Established Chnrch, 37 Presbyterians, and
919 Roman Catholics. The total number of gxale and female teachers
trained, from the commencement of our 'proc'eedmgs to the 31st of Decem-
ber, 1848, 8 2,311. We do not include in this latter n}lmber those teachers
who, at the time of their training, were upconnected with National Schools.

Model Farm and Agricultural Instruction.—The management of the
Model Farm, by the agriculturist, during the year, has given us satisfaction,
Having decided, a8 stated in our last Report, upon providing {Ldequue
accommodation for boarding, lodging, and training at least 50 Agricultural
Teachers and Pupils, which is double ‘he.former number, we have enlarged
our farm to upwards of 100 acres. By this arrangement, we ehall be ena-
bled not only to employ an increased number of Agricultural Teachers and
Pupils, but also to give them a more varied and useful course of agricultural
instruction than we could do when the farm was smaller.

Model Agn'culmral Schools.—In 1847, we hed 17" Model A.griculmnl'
Schools, and 12 ordinary Agricultural Schools. During the year 1848 wa




January, 1850.

FOR UPPER CANADA. 15

made grants towarda the erection of 14 Model Agricultural Schools, amount-
ing to £4,600, and we awarded the usual grants of salary to 10 ordinary
Agricultural Schools. We have struck off the roll, during the year, 3
Agricultural Schools. The total number of Agricultural Schools in con-
nexion with us, on the 3Ist of December, 1848, was therefore 50. Of the
Model Agricultural Schools only 8 are at present in operation.

The result of our limited experience has convinced us, that the establish-
ment of Model Agricultural Schools will be attended with far greater
expeunse than was at first anticipated, either by ourselves, or by the local
applicants. We are at present making inquiries upon thisimportant subject,
and we have submitted plans for building this description of schools to per-
sons of practical knowledge and experience. In our next Report, we shall
give the plans of such school-houses, farm buildings, and residences for
teachers and agricultural pupils; an estimate of the cost; the amount of
our grant, and of the required local contribution, together with a statement
of the general regulations upon which such schools are to be conducted.
The amount of the liabilities we have already incurred,” towards the erec-
tion of 29 Model Agricultural School, is £6,458 14s. 1d.

Agricultural Inspector.—In accordance with the intention announced in
our last Report, we appointed an Agricultural Fnspector in August, 1842
We selected for this purpose from a great number of highly:qualified can-
didates, Thomas Kirkpatrick, Eaq., M. D., who had been one of the
foanders, and for many yearsone of the most active supporters of the Larne
Model Agricultural School. Immediately after his appointtent, he visited
the principal institutions for agricultural instruction in England, and has
since been employed in inspecting the various Agricultural Schools in Ire-
land, in connexion with our Board.

School Libraries.—Considerable progress has been made in the selection
of sunitable books for School Libraries; and our arrangements for establish-
ing them, in schools where the local Managers approve of their introduction,
will be completed in the course of the year. We shall commence with our
District Model Schools, which we shall also supply with a series of works
for the use of the teachers, assistants, and paid monitors.

Inavguration of the Queen's College, Cork.—This institution
was opened with full ceremonial on last Wednesday, in the presence of the
elite of the county and city. - After some preliminary and routine business,
the staff of the College were sworn. The oath, which 18 most important,
isin the following words :—

‘““We do hereby promise to the President and Council of the Queen’s
College, Cork, that we will faithfully, and to the best of our ability, dis-
charge the duties of Professors in said College, and we further promise and
engage that in Lectures and Examinations, and in the performance of all
other duties connected with our chairs, we will carefully abstain from
teaching or advancing any doctrine, or making any statement derogatory
to the truth of revealed religion, or injurious or disrespectful to the religious
convictions of any portion of our classes or audience. And we promise to
the said President and Conncil of the College, Cork, that we will not intro-
duce or discuss in our place or capacity of Professors any subject of politics
or polemics tending to produce contention or excitement, nor will we en-
gage in any avocations which the President and Council shall judge incon-
sistent with our offices, but will, as far as in us lies promote on all occa-
siong the interests of education and the welfare of the Coltege.”

Sir Robert Kane having delivered his inauguaration address as PYegident,
8peeches were made in approbation of the institution by W. Fagan, Esq.,
M. P., by the High Sheriff, T. R. Sarsfield, Esq., and by the Mayor of
Cork, Bir W. Lyons. The advantages of a practical agricultural School
and Botanic Garden were insisted upon and Sir Robert Kane on behalf of
the College pledged himself to give every facility for carrying out the
project.

Head Mastership of Rugby School.—~At a meeting of the hon,
trustees on Monday, the Rev. Edward Meyrick Goulburn, M. A., exam-
ining chaplain to the Bishop of Oxford, and formerly Fellow and Tutor of
Merton College, was elected head master of Rugby School.
Ry e —————— T —————e—

Riterary any Seientitic Entelligence.

Steel Raihways.—A Vienna paper contains a curious account of
the efforts making to advance the internal manufacture of rails. One foun-
dry at Prevali in Carintha, is said last year to have fiurnished 1500 tons of
raile with three furnaces. The fact is, that these rails are of such beautiful
steel, for the most part, that they might be cut up into razors and sword-
blades, as they are {ormed of the classical steel, which is as unique in our
days as it was in the days of Horace, and for which, if there were buta
decent road to Trieste, our cutlers would, probably, be glad to give more
then double the weight of ordinary iron. Of this material the beautifu]
hanging bridge at Vienna is made, which is suspended upon two main

chains instead of the usual four, and which weighs proportionable about
two-thirds of the weight of another suspension bridge, at no great distance
from it, made of common iron, after a model by Browne. This is an amus-
ing instance of the effects of protec.ion to manufactures, which even beats
ourselves, for there is a high export duty upon this steel in a raw state.—
[The Timea.

Atmospheric Phenomena.—It may be noticed as a curious cir-
cumstance of unusual occurrence at this period of the year, that lightning
of intense brilliancy has ceen nightly visible in the environs of the metro-
polis during the past week. On Thursday nightabout 12 o’clock, and from
that fime until three the followiug morning, these electrical displays were
more than ordinarily vivid, the atmosphere at the time being sultry and
close. For the space of half an hour, flashes of light of a pale crimson color
succeeded each other with scarcely an instant’s intermission, from the
south and south-west. The appearance of this phenomenon was preceded
generally by a faint gleam of white light, which, from the reflection of dense
vapoury clouds, assumed a ruddy tinge, similar in effect to the aurora bore-
alis, though dissimilar in the length of its duration. About six o’clock a
breeze sprung up from the south-west, and the clouds began to break away,
but the oppressive heat still continued. The lightning was accompanied
by thunder.—[London Paper.

The Moon.—The moon when closely examined by powerful
telescopes has the aspect of a dislocated and shattered world ; and that part
of the terrestial globe, from which Darwen supposes it to have been pro-
jected, abounds more than any part with tremendous volcanoes, and has,
even of comparatively late years, been subject to the action of earthquakes
which have raised considerably above any former level ite more extensive
line of coast. The condition of the moon has been completely laid open to
us by the telescope of Lord Rosse, which renders perfectly visible every
object of the height of one hundred feet. Edifices, therefore, of the size of
York Minster, (says Dr. Scoresby), or even the ruins of Whitby Abbey,
might be easily perceived, if they existed, but there is no appearance o
that nature. Neither is there any indication of the existence of water or an
atmosphere. There is a vast number of extinct volcanoes, several miles in
breadih, through one of them there is a line, in continuance of about one
hundred and fifty miles in length, which runs in a straight direction, like a
railway. The general appearance, however, is like one vast ruin of nature;
and many pieces of rock driven out of the volcanoes, appear to be laid at
various distances. Rocks and masses of stone are almost innumerable,
From these circumstances, and especially from the want of an atmosphere,
it seems impossible that any form of life, analogous to those on earth could
subsist there. But on the supposition that the moon has inhabitants, the
earth must present to them the appearance of an immense moon, but almost
immovably fixed in their sky, while the stars must seem to pass slowly be-
side and behind it. Our earth to them will appear clouded with variable
spots, and belted with equatorial and tropic zoues, corresponding with our
trade winds ; and it may be doubted whether, in the perpetual change of
these, the outlines of our continents and seas could ever be closely discern-
ed.—[ Wonders of Astronomy. :

Rotation of the Sun.—We thought the time of the sun’s revolu-
tion upon its axis was by this time pretty accurately known, but it appears
that we are still uncertain two hours. By 22 series of observa‘ions of M.
Laugier, on 29 different solar spots, he finds the time to be 25.34 days ; the
inclination of its equator ta the plane of the ecliptic 7 degrees 9 midutes;
and the longitude of the ascending node of the solar equator, 75 degrees 8
minutes, reckoning from the equinox of 1840. This time of revolution dif-
fers about two hours from Lalandis, now received as correct. But the most
curious part of this is that M. Laugier’s observations of different spots give
the length of the solar day differing from 24.28 days to 26.23 days, or nearly
twodays difference. The astronomer has increased the space in which the
spots are observed from 40 degrees to 41 degrees on each side of the sun’s
equator. A curious observation has been made by him, and thrown out
merely as a guide for future observers to verify or not, namely that all the
spots on either side of the sun’s equator appear to approach the pole, or re-
cede from it, altogether.—[ Researches in Astronomy.

Cinderelia or the Glass Slipper.—Two centuries ago furs were
80 rare, and therefore so highly valued, that the wearing of them was re-
stricted, by several sumptuary laws, to kings and princes. Sable, in those
laws called vair, was the subject of countless regulations, the exact quan-
tity permitted to be worn by persons oi different grades, and the atticles of
dress to which it might be applied, were defined most strictly. Perrault’s
tale of Cinderella originally marked the dignity conferred on her by the fairy
by. her weaning a slipper of vair, a privilege then confined te the highest
rank of princesses. An error of the press, now became inveterate, chang-
ed vair into verre, and the slipper of sable was suddenly converted into a
glass slipper.—[ Dublin University Magazine,
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Euitovial Xotices, &r¢.

NogLk SuprorT oF ComMmon ScHOOLS IN BELLEVILLE.—At a
public meeting lately held in Belleville the following resolation was
passed :—*That a direct tax be imposed upon the Town for the
purpose of defraying the salaries of the Common School Teachers,
and that the present Board of Trustees ar» empowered under the
Act to levy a tax sufficient for that purpose.”

No other business being brought forward, the meeting closed:

(Signed) Birua Frint, Jr., Chairman.

RoBerT M. Roy, Secretary. :

KexTucky.—It appears from the Governor's annual message to
the Legislature, that the sum annually applicable to Common
Schools is $150,000—one fourth less than in Canada. The Gov-
ernor urges increased regard to generel education, and gives a good-
account of what has been done.

Massaceuserts.—In the Governor's annual message to the Le-
gislature it is stated that the educational institutions supported by
the State are working successfully and with excellent results.

Frere Scaoors 18 THE STATE oF WisconsiN,—A correspondent
of the Vew York School Journal, writing from the capitol of this
State says :—* Time will not permit me to give you a true idea of
the state and progress of education in the west. In the State from
the capitol of which I am now writing, the best feeling prevails.
By constitutional provision and legislative enactment the Schools
are free ! Yes, sir FRER ScrHooLs in this new State 1’

ConveNnTioN oF GrrMAN TRAcHERS.—The Berlin correspondent
of the V. Y. Commercial Advertiser says :— A convention of 240
Teachers from all parts of Germany has been held at Nusemberg.
Politics were strictly excluded from their discussions.,”

OriNions oF THE CANADIAN Prrss on Frer Scroowns.—We
should be glad to learn, and give insertion in the Journal of Educition to
the opinions of the entire Canadian Press on the all important subject of
Free Scroors. In view of legislation on the subject during the approach-
ing Session of the Legislature, it is an appropriate time for the Przss to
express its sentiments on the principle of Free Schools. The following
are the only recent expressions of opinion on this subject which have
come under our notice :

From the Brantford Herald, December 12th, 1849,

¢¢ To remove this plague-spot of ignorance this disgrace from Canada,
will be a noble work for all true and enlightened reformers, who, in such
a noble undertaking, will have for their example the truly magnanimous
people of the State of New-York, who, on the 6th ultimo, by a ballot
vote of a great majority, declared their Common Schools to be open to
child in the State, to be taught therein FREE. The Americans perceive
the necessity for making education general ; and Canadians must see that
that education is the foundation of progress, and the great bulwark of
civil and religious liberty ; and seeing this they must emulate, and, if
possible, surpass their neighboursin the States, by distributing knowledge
to all, * without money and without price.” The poor man’s child must
not be excluded from the fountains of learning on account of the poverty
of his parents, but must have every facility afforded Aim for the cultivation
of his immortal fpart, that would be granted to the child of the wealthiest
in the land ; and for the instruction of all, teachers of the highest order of
intelleet should be employed and fully compensated for their labours.
Large and comfortable schoolhouses with suitable buildings attached,
should be erected in every school section, and such schoolhouses should
be amply furnished with maps, black boards, globes, and all the appara-
tus necessary. There are some who say, that it is impossible to accom-
plish 30 much in a poor country like Canada; but so much we would say,
that Canada is not a poor country, and that it is guite possible for Canadians
to educate their children as well as the inhabitants of the neighbouring
State can educate their’s.

[ Remarks by the Journal of Education.—If our schools have been sup-
ported when only a part of the inhabitants have contributed, hew much
more efficiently and easily can they be supported under a system which
unites all according to their property? }

From the Niagara Mail, January 23rd, 1850.

“The mode of assessment in this Town in general worked well, and
met with the approval of the great body of the prople. If it bore hard on
some who had no children to send to school, it is contended that it is much
better to have to support the system, in_this way, than to be obliged to
contribute to the maintenance of prisons with all their concomitant expen-
ses. Let all the children receive an education, and they will be more
likely to ggo_w up good members of the community than if they were neg-
lected. This is oe?f-evidem, and requires no elaborate train of reasoning.”

FYournal of Bvucatlon fov SHpper Canava.
OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

{We are grateful for the many commendatory notices of the
Journal of Education which have been given by the Upper Canada News-
paper Press. We take the liberty of inserting the following notices from
highly respectable publications issued beyond the limits of Upper Canada:]

From La Minerve (Lower Canada) December 17th, 1849,

¢ Nous y trouvons un foule d’articles du plus grande intérét, depuisla
premisre page jusqu’a la dernidre.  * * » * * »
‘“Rien comme I’exemple pour faire agir les individus, et il en est de
méme pour les peuples; le Journal d'Education du Hawi-Canada cite
continuellement I’exemple des nations les plus avancée, il montre 1*état
de ’éducation dans les divers pays, il touche du doigt ce qu’il y a de
mieux et il fait un bien inappréciable dans la Province supérieure.”

From the New-York Commercial Advertiser, January 19th, 1850.

*“ The Journal of Education for Upper Canada. Editedby the Rev. E.
Rylgrson, D. D. Toronto: Thos. H. Bentley. . -

The d vol of this excellent educational periodical was coreluded
with the December number. The enlightened, libera] views which dis-
tinguish this monthly, and the editor’s ardent devotion to the cause of
education, have given to the * Journal of Education’’ a wide and benefis
cial influence. Dr. Ryerson is the Chief Superintendent of Schools for
U;:fer Canada, sod has already achieved much 1n that sphere. We often
find evidence in his gagea_ that he has closely studied the American system
of education, and that his active mind is alive to every improvement that
can be introduced into the schools under his charge.” We hope that this
new volume will be even more successful than its predecessors.””

From the N. Y. Methodist Quarterly Review for January, 1850.

We have been greatly gratified with monthly visits, for the last quarter,
from the * Journal of Education for Upper Canada,” published at
Toronto and edited by the Rev. Dr, Ryerson, It is conducted with great
spirit and ability ; and its pages abound in indications that the Common
School System is taking deep root in Upper Canada. We wish God
speed to the cause, and to this able ¢ Jou: " as its organ and exponent.

WANTED,

A HEAD MASTER for the COMMON SCHOOL of the Town of
London. Salary £150 per annum.

Personal address to be made to Hexry DaLrow, Esq., of London, Chair-
man of the Trustees of the said School, on the 15th of February next.

N. B.—In accordance with the provision contained in the 12 Viet. C?ip
83, Sect. 49, applicants will be required to produce a certificate of qualifi-
cation signed by the Principal or Head Master of the Normal School of
Upper Canada, or shall have graduated at some University.

WILLIAM ELLIOT,
Secretary- Trustes.
London, C. W., 23rd January, 1850.

JUST PUBLISHED,

HE. LITERARY CLASS BOOK ; or, REapixes v Exerisy Liter-

ATURE; to which is prefixed an Iutroductory Treatise on the Art of

Reading and the Principles of Elocution. By Profeasor Surrivaw, (of the
Irish National Educational Board).

Dublin, Curry & Co.; Toronto, A. Green.

** Professor Sullivan’s School Books were among the first that were
placed on the List of Educational Works recommended by the Eaglish
Committee of Council on Education ; and the sale of these Books to the
Committee to supgly the demand for them in their Schools, has been during
the year just ended, as follows :—

Name of Book. . No. of Cn;piu-
Introduction to eogm‘fhy and History, . . . . 5451
Geo, pléy Geperahized, . . . Y % £ 14
English Grammar, . e e . . . 4,680
Spelling-Book Superseded, . . . . . . 3,387
English Dictionary, (a new Work) . . .. . 4R

Total . . . . 18,747

The sale of these Books in Canada is very extensive, and is constantly
increasing. They are recommended by the Board of Education for Upper

Canada.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS-—TO the 26th of January, inclusive.

. I. and II. A Schoolmaster—for Vol. II. J. Whitelaw, jr.
EsF(‘;rJ:::l’WIilsaon—for Vols II. and IHI. A. Lester—for Vol. I1L. J. Mor-
row.’ Rev. G. B. Bucher, A. Nash, J. Ta};lm‘, A. McClelland, Rev. T.
Cosford, N. Winters, D. Y. Hoit, H, Howry, Esq., W. H. Welis,
Esq., A. M., (Newbury Port, Mass.,) T. Webb, Rev. J. Gemley (3),
Wm, Devlin, S. Clarke, Esq,, Rev. Wm. McGill (1), W. Tyrrell, B.
Woods, G. Brown, Esq., F. McCallum.

# * The 1st and 3nd Vols. may be obtained upon application.  Price

5s. per Volums. All Communications to be addressed to Mr. Hovarxs,

Education Office, Toronto.

. Printed and Published by 'Trmomas H. BinTLEY, and may be

ob'tr.?l'l'é'?mm ’3. GrerN, and Scopir & Baryour, Toronio; the princi-

al Booksellers throughout the Province, and D. M. Dziwzy, Arcade
ghll, Rochester, N. :




