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MIiSCELLANEOUS.

Current Topics.

N Order-in-Council was passed this week prescribing the long ex.
pected changes in the location of the district staff officers, but it

is understood that these changes will not take effect until the termination
- of the approaching camping season, in order to obviate any confusion
-which might arise were the marching orders to be issued immediately.
I.t.-Col. Smith, Commandant of the Royal School of Infantry at Ion-
don, becomes Depufy Adjutant General of No. 1 District, replacing
Lt.-Col. Jaakson, who is retired with a gratuity of two years’ pay. Lt.-
Col. Van Straubenzee has been transferred from the command of No. 5
District, at Montreal, to No. 3, at Kingston. In No. 4 Military District,
the headquarters staff at Ottawa undertake the duties heretofore discharg-
ed by the district staff, and Lt.-Col. Lamontagne, the present D. A. G,,
has been placed in command of No. 6 District, Montreal, in the stead
of Lt.-Col. Harwood, who having passed the age limit, 63 years, is retired
with a gratuity of two years’ pay. No. 5 District, also centering in
" Montreal, will be presided over by Lt.-Col. Houghton, removed from
Winnipeg, where he is succeeded by Lt.-Col. Villiers, from No. 3 Dis-
trict, Kingston. In No. 7, the Quebec city district, there in no change,
and the D. A. G’s in the Maritime Provinces and British Columbia are
also undisturbed. It is understood that Lt.-Col. Lamontagne will at
once assume command of No. 6, the change taking place immediately

in that district because of the present incumbent having rea: hed an age®

at which it is against the regulations for him to continue in office.
o

WO Deputy-Adjutant-General’s having to be retired this year,
Parliament has been asked to vote them each a gratuity of two
years’ pay, or $3,400. We have no system of superannuating these
officials, though retirement is made compulsory at the age of sixty-three.
That they are reéognized to have some sort of claim upon the country
in their old age is evident from the fact that this gratuity is asked ; ahd
the claim being admitted, it is hard to see what good reason there can
exist against making statutory provision for their superannuation, as
in the case of the members of the Civil service. After holding a staff
appointment for a number of years a man becomes practically unfit for
other pursuits, and it is a hard thing that he is liable to be retired at any
moment without any allowance. It may happenthatthe officer retired has
saved sufficient money to keep himself in comfort for the remainder of
his days. But on the other hand he may be so unfortunate as to have
on retiring no resources but the gratuity which Parliament may be

pleased to vote. Then what becomes of him when this amount is used
up? Itis not creditable to the country that the possibility of being

reduced to want in their old Jage should stare in the face any public
servants, '

SPECIAL meeting of the Council of the Dominion Artlllery

Association was held at Ottawa to-day to consider the relative
advisability of sending a team to Shoeburyness this year, or holding a
competition at Quebec, or both. There were six members present, all
Ottawa men, except Lieut.-Col. Cotton, of A Battery, Kingston, and
written votes were received from eighteen. The consensus of opinion
was infavour of abandoning all thought of the Shoeburyness team on
account of the evident impossibility of raising the requisite funds. The
energies of the Council will now be directed towards getting up an
attractive artillery competition at Quebec.

SUNNER A. WILSON of the Halifax Garrison Attillery, and the
twenty-third man in the order of merit of thosc eligible, has written

accepting the twentieth place on this year’s Wimbledon team, which is

now complete. The refusals, three only, have been unusually few in
number, and the best men naturally being those at the top of the list the

tcam may be looked upon as an exceptionally strong one. An examina-
tion of the records of its members is confirmatory of this impression.
Gunner Wilson has already been across with a Canadian team, this
occasion being four years ago. The team records of other members

have appeared in our issues of the past few weeks, as the acceptances
came in.

N our opinion the very best way to destroy interest in the Kolapore
Cup competition, would be to give effect to the recent proposal that
colonial teams should each shoot at home, instead of meeting together
at Wimbledon or other common firing point.  “This proposal,” the cable
intimates, ‘“‘is intended to place colonial teams in a better position be-
cause they would know their own ranges, whereas Wimbledon is strange
to them.” Ifsuch a proposilion has really been made by any responsible
body, we fancy the consideration shown will not be appreciated in
Canada at least. \What honour would attach to a victory by Canada
were it even open to suspicion that wind and weather, and not the
superior skill of our riflemen, had been the determining factor. Such a
competition as proposed-would be about as satisfactory and conclusive
as an international yacht race with the vessels starting from opposite
sides of the Atlantic.

HE Secretary of the British Columbia Rifle Association, Capt. E.
H. Fletcher, has forwarded the following motion passed by the
Council of that Association at a meeting held on the gth inst: “That, as
it is desirable that all competitors at the Dominion of Canada Rifle
Association prize meetings be placed on an equal footing, it is the
opinion of this Council that the annual prize meetings should in future
be held on a neutral range.” “This resolution was moved by Capt, P, A,
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Irving, seconded by Sergt. Winsby, and the secretary was instructed to
forward it to the MiLiTiA GAZETTE. No one will dispute the contention
of the preamble, nor would anyone be aisposed to object to having the
contests take place on a neutral range provided such range were available.
In the meantime the Rideau range comes as near as possible to meeting
this requirement. The total number of competitors at last year’s meet-
ing was upwards of 360; of these about fifty were from Ottawa or its
immediate vicinity, and had whatever advantage arises from familiarity
with the range. To the remaining three hundred odd the range was
neutral, and we fail to see how it is possible to make a more equitable
arrangement, unless in order to minimize a trifling advantage at best
the Dominion Association should adopt the rather expensive expedient
of equipping and maintaining a’'range to be used only for the annual
Dominion competitions. '
RIENDS of the Royal Military College are too apt when advocating
the claims of graduates to preferment for commissions in the
permanent corps, to overlook altogether the fact that militia officers are
also entitled to some consideration. There are many men in the militia
service who have not had the opportunity of attencing the college, but
who are eminently qualified for positions in the permanent service. It is
no disparagement of the Royal Military College to say that it 4s quite
possible for an officer not a graduate, but who has educated himself by
practical experience in the militia and by courses at the schools, to
prove a much more desirable acquisition to the permanent corps than
a graduate who has had none but college experience. By all means let
qualifications count above everything else in making selections for these

appointments, but don’t bar any deserving applicant because he has not .

in his boyhood days been able to avail himself of the military college
course.

ASTER falling early this year, the weather to a certain extent marred
the operations of the English volunteers in their annual manceuvres,
The operations this year extended over a wide area but the chief
centres of interest were Dover, Portsmouth, Eastbourne and Aldershot;
whilst in the North a respectable force of Liverpool volunteers took the
field. At Portsmouth the navy co-operated in an attack upon the
eastern defences of the southern military post, and were held by the
umpires to have made good their descent. A staff officer attached to
the Dover force, who furnishes his observations to the 4rmy and Nawy
Gazette, says: “Errors were committed in the field on Monday, and
some very silly mistakes too; but I have seen line commanding officers
commit similar blunders, and not always display the 'same good feeling
when called upon to correct them. There exists, I regret to say, a good
deal of small-mindedness among professional soldiers. They do not at
all times appreciate as thoroughly as they should do our wants and
requirements as a nation, and among some there is a sort of idea that
their rights are being usurped by the auxiliary forces. From all I have
seen of the volunteers, I feel sure that it is not their wish to usurp any
rights of the soldier, but rather to accept him as a model, and approach
as near as they can to his standard of efficiency,”

r l‘HERE are two reports concerning the retirement of the Negus of

Abyssinia from in front of the position of the Italians. The story
he tells his own people is that he has concluded a peace with the
Italians, having accepted an offer of ten cannons, a thousand rifles, and
all the money in the Italian treasury at Massowah.  As he has a follow-
ing of 70,000 or 80,000 men there are suggestions that he is simply
biding his opportunity. The Italians have certainly won no laurels in
Abyssinia, and, as the Army and Navy Gazetfe shows, the result of their
experience is to demonstrate that the principle which should guide a

commander engaged in such an enterprise should always be to see that _
his organization is complete before advancing, then press on, and having
come face to face with his opponents, strike decisively. It has been by
the adoption of these tactics that Lord Wolseley has been invariably
successful. “It is a pity,” it adds, “for the Italians that their commander
at Massowah has not had some of the dash and some of the perspicacity .
of Lord Wolseley. Had he possessed his lordship’s qualities as a
commander, his army would not have occupied the rather unpleasant,
not to say ridiculous, position it does to-day in Abyssinia.”

An Instructional Battalion.

E fear that this is not a favourable moment for recommending any
extension ‘of military education. The strong opimons that have
lately been expressed by high authorities on the useless extravagance of
maintaining such places as Woolwich, Sandhurst, and the Army Medicgl
School naturally make us diffident in advocating anything in the shape
of military instruction. Still there is a good deal to be said in favour
of military education, and there are some persons left who see advantage
in giving our officers and soldiers opportunitics of becoming acquainted
with the technicalities of their profession. We should like to see an
infantry school of instruction created at Aldershot. It will be said that
Aldershot is already such a school of instruction as we require. So it
is to a ceitain extent, but hardly as efficient a one as we should like to
see. The infantry regiments composing the division at Aldershot are
of varying strength and quality, they have to take their share of all guards,
fatigues, and other duties, and this makes a great demand on their
effective strength, so that it is rare that a battalion can parade much more
than half its number. We.should like to see an infaptry instructional
battalion created at Aldershot some 1000 or 1200 strong, by detaching
officers, non-commissioned officers and men from every infantry regiment
in the United Kingdom. For the command of such a battalion we
would select the best officers we could find, to hold the posts of com-
manding officer, second in command, and adjutafit, and we would have
a staff of a sergeant-major and a certain number of drill sergeants. This
year might be divided into two courses ef five months each, with internev-
ing vacations of one month for the benefit of the staff. During the five
months the instructional battalion would go through a complete course
of infantry drill, field firing, and shelter-trench exercise in so thorough a
way that the officers, non-ccmmissioned officers and men who have been
through it might be qualified to impart their knowledge to others when
they return to their regiments. The officers should be the adjuatnts of
the future, and the non-commissioned officers and men the drill
instructors, To such a battalion as this should be permitted experiments
of all kinds in infantry drill and the most suitable forms of attack and
defence. And in order that it might devote itself to instruction, it
might be free from all campduties. The officers of the Auxiliary Forces
who have to go through a course of instrnction might also be sent to it.
The great difficulty under the modern system of short service is to
obtain thoroughly trained non-commissioned officers, and in Continental
Armies special value is attached to schools of instruction. We believe
the additional cost of an infantry instructional battalion would not be
great. The pay of the permanent staff and the travelling expenses of the
different detachments would be the whole of it. And we think the
corgmand of such a battalion would be an object of ambition to the
smartest infantry commanding officer. Say that there are 6o battalions
of infantry on the home establishment, we might take 3o at a time and
from each detach 1 officer, 2 sergts., and 3orank and file. This would
give a very effective. battalion, nearly 1000 strong of all racks, All the
latest developments of infantry drill might be thoroughly investigated and
tested, and the presence of such a battalion in camp would be a model
to all the others. The Guards have deservedly earned a high reputation
for the excellence of their drill and the good qualities of their non-
commissioned officers, and there is no doubt as to the great value of
their school instruction in London for officers of the Auxiliary Forces.
We think that the creation of an instructional infantry battalion at
Aldershot would be a very good move for the Service and become a
standard of drill for the whole Army.—Broad Arrow.

The Austrian Army Gazette announces that the Emperor, in order to give the
infantry, as theprincipal arm of the Imperial forces, a proaf of his especial care, has

created the post of Inspector-General of Infantry, and appointed the Crown Prince
Rudolph to fill it.

The authorities of Pekin have recently taken a census of the Celestia] Empire.
The figures returned by the village bailiffls make the population 319,383,500, which,
with estimates relating to five provinces omitted, makes on aggregate of about 302,-
000,000. These figures arc independent of Corea, Thibet and Kashgar. As the
population of India exceeds 250,000,000, the Hindoos and Chinese canstitute more
than half the whole human race.
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Modern Tactics..

fﬁy Capt H. R. Gall—From Tllustrated Naval and Mllltarv Magazme ]
( Continued from Page 333.)

N this case the assailants would be forced to attack a carefully-chosen and strongly-
entrenched position, with their Backs to a defile, and probably only one line of
retreat available, either through a mountain gorge, or over a bridge. The last plan
offers the greatest chances of success 10 a general who can seize his opportunity, and
handle his troops with daring and dexterity. .

Beyond these few simple principles it is.impossible to lay down any fixed rules for
opposing a crossing.

Strategical consnderauons will influence the conduct of both sides to a large
extent; but tactical movements within striking distance of an enemy must be planned
and cariied out on the spot, and will always be decided in favour of the commander
who can most readily adapt himself to the circumstances, and take advantage of the
nature of the ground, the peculiarities of his troops, and the mistakes of his enemies.

A broad and comprehensive knowledge of tactics can alone enable him to act
wnlh the confidence which commands success.

Forcing the lassage of a River.

The first thing to be done is to reconnoitre the banks carefully, and push secret
reconnaissances over on the enemy’s side if passible, to endeavour to discover his dis.
positions. In order to do this thoroughly the assailants’ own side must be cleared of
the defenders’ scouts.

Meanwhile the troops should be concentrated at (wo or more points within a
day’s forced march of the river, and the most careful aud elaborately-planned prepara-
tions made to prevent any hitch occurring at the last moment. With this object the
boats should be procured, rafts constructed, pontoons collected, and the bridges them-
selves put together, if time permits, to ascertainsthat they are the required length. The
actual crossing-place or places, will be ﬁmlly fixed upon by the commander-in-chief, in

* accordance with the reports hie may receive from his engineer and staff-offi cers selected

to reconnoitre.
It is seldom that an army corps can hope to effect a crossing exactly at the most to

be desired spat, as the enemy may frustrate it, and for this reason what are called’

secondary crossing places are most essential, and the preparations for these secondary
crossings should, if possible, be as carefully planned as the principal one. If
energetically commanded, the defenders will probably he in force to oppose all the
most likely crossings.

It can rarely be expected that all the requiraments of a good crossing-place will be
obtainable. They may be briefly enumerated as follows:

I. Suitable cover on the enemy’s side for the landing and establishment of a
covering party of infantry.

2, Command of bank, and suitable ground for guns to be got into position, to pro-
tect the crossing of the covering party, and subsequently the protection of the bridge,
during its construction,

3. A bend of river towards the assailants, to enable them to direct a convergent
fire on the opposite side.

4 An island, or islands,

5. A tributary stream.

6. Good sound ground suitable for embarkation and disembarkation.

7. Cover on the assailants’ side, to conceal the movements and concentration of
troops within easy reach of the river.

There are three kinds of bridges—-

1. Permanent bridges, entailing a considerable amount of time and labour.

2. Flying bridges, on-trestles, only suitable to medium sized rivers, and moderate
currents,

3. Pontoons, and bridges of hoats.

The latter are the easiest to throw across if a forcc has got them; but are liable to .

get out of gear, and also to be swept away.

The principles which govern the tactical operations in all three cases are the
same,

All preparations completed as regards material, the first thing to be accomplished
is the landing and establishment of a suitable covering party of infantry.

We read in ancient history that the swimming and fording of rivers were among
the regular exercises of the Roman legionary. Though immersed up to his chin in
water, he was an expert in plying his hatchet against the stakes which apposed his
passage, while he held his buckler over his head not less steadily than on dry land.
Behind him a constant storm of stones and darts was impelled against the enemy from
the engines which always accompanied Roman arnfles. The enemy driven from their
position, Cmsar established his covering party, and commenced his bridge.

" In the absence of boats, or other means of crossing in thesc da)s as of old, cover-
ing parties may be forced to swim, although the swimming of rivers is not amongst
the regular exercises of the army. Subslitute guns for engines, and the principles of
tactics for the passage of a river are still those which governed Cusar.

After a covering-party has once established itself by driving off the encmy, if he
appears to oppose the passage, the bridge is commenced from both ends if possible, and
pushed on incessantly until completed. Meanwhile, infantry in sufficient numbers
should be got across 10 protect the flanks and front of the covering party, and the

moment the bridge is completed, the artillery, cavalry, and various trains, should be

moved rapidly across. P

The crossmg of the River Leck, by Gustavus Adolphus, April .1631, in the
presencé of 22,000 troops under the veteran commander _Tilly, furnishes a rare
example of this most hazardous operation, and also a proof of the consummate knowl-
edgeof tactics possessed by the King of Swedon. It is thus described by Defoe, in
his Memoirs of a Cavalier : g

““Tilly, joined by the Duke of Bavaria, had about 22,000 men distributed along
the Bavarian bank of the River Leek, and occupied all the convenient places on the
river to dispute the King of Sweden’s passage. .

“The King, informed of Tilly’s dispositions, resolved to go up and view the

disposition of his troops, and setting out with an escort of horse, gained a helght from

whence he could see the course of the river for several miles. Turning to the north he
observed a bend of the river towards his own side, and at onc# said, ‘There’s .a point
will do our business, and if the ground be good, I'll pass there; let Tilly do his
worst.”

“‘He immediately dirccted a small party of horse to bring him word how high the
bank was at the bend, ‘and he shall have fifty dollars,’ says the King, ‘that will bring
me word how deep the water is.’

‘‘A sergeant of dragoons obtained leave to go disguised as a boor, and taking
with him a long pole, went boldly to the bank of the river, and calling to the sentinels -
which Tilly had placed on the other bank, asked them if they could help him over the
river, and pretended he wanted to come to them, At last, being come to the point
where the bend was, he stood parleying with them a great while, and pretends to’
wade over, thrusting his pole in before him, till being gotten up to his middle he
could reach beyond him, where it was too deep. ‘Why, you fool,’ says one of the
sentincls, ‘the channel of the river is 20 feet deep.” ‘How do you know?’ says the
dragoon. “Why, our engineer says he measured it yesterday.’

““This is what he wanted, but, not yet fully satisfied, ‘Ay! but,’ says he, ‘may be
it may not be very broad, and if one of you would wade to meet me till Icould reach you
with my pole, I'd give him half a ducat to pull me over.’

“‘One of the soldiers immediately strips, and goes in up to the shoulders, and our
dragoon goes in on his side. The stream takes the other soldier awdy, and he being
a good.swimmer, camc over to the dragoon’s side.

‘‘After some conversation, the dragoon pretended to be sorry he could not get
over the river, and makes off, the Bavarian returning to his comrades on his own
side.

“The King having examined the dragoon, understood from him that the ground
on his side was higher than the cnemy by 10 or 12 feet, and a hard gravei. Here-
upon the King resolved to pass there, and himself gives particular divections for a
bridge.

“‘His bridge was only loose planks laid upon large trestles; the trestles were made
higher than onc another to answer to the river as it became higher or shallower, and
was al! framed and fitted before any appearance was made of attempling to pass.
When all was ready the King brings his army down to the bank of the river
and plants his cannon, as the enemy had done, some here and some there, to amuse
them.

“At night, on the 4th April, the King commanded 2,000 men (o march to the
bend, and throw up a trench on cither side, and quite round it, witha battery of six
pieces of cannon on each end, besides three small mounts, one at the point and one at
each side of the bend, which had each of them two pieces upon them,

““This work was begun so briskly, and so well carried on, the King firing all night
from the other parts of the river, that by daylight all the batteries at the new works
were mounted, and the trench lined with 2,000 musketeers, and all the utensils of the
bridge lay ready to be put together.

“Now the Imperialists discovered the design, hut it was too late to hinder it. The
musketeers in the great trench, and the five new batteries, made such contiuual fire,
that the other bank, which, as said before, lay 12 fect beloew them, was too hot for the
Imperialists, whereupon Tilly, to be provided for the King at his coming over, fallsto
work in a wood right against the point, and raiscs a great battery for twenty pieces ol
cannon, with a breastwork or hine so near the river as he could to cover his men,
thinking that when the King had built his bridge, he might easily beat it down with
his cannon.  But the King had doubly prevented him, first by laying his bridge so
low that none of Tilly’s shot could hurt it; for the bridge lay not half a foot above the
water’s edge, by which means the King, who had shown himself an excellent engineer,
had secured it from any batteries to be made within the land, and the angle of the bank
secured it from the remoter batteries on the other side, and the continual fire of the
cannon and small shot beat the Imperialists from their station just against it, they
having no works to cover them.  In the second place to secure his passage, the King
sent over 200 men, and after that 200 more, to cast up a ravelin on the other bank
just where he designed to land his bridge. © This was done with such expedition that
it was done before night, and in condition to receive all the shot of Tilly's great
battery, and effectually covered his bridge.

{ 70 be continued. )

Recent experiments with carrier pigeons have been so spccessful that it has heen
deciled 1o established a permanent postal service of them in the Russian army,
Depots are to he establish at once at certain specified fortresses and other places,
and the whole are to be divided into four divisions, corresponding to the same number

of lines of communication; there are to be at each 250 carrier pigeons, making a grand
total of 1,000 birds.
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GOSSIP OF THE MILITIA.

Renewed Volunteering Activity at the Ancient
Capital.

The Toronto corps at Drill -Wanted, some lecturing officers—The Richmond
Battalion preparing for camp—Revival of Rifle Shootlng at
Danville—~The Vics’ Recreation Rooms.

i

PROPOSED amalgamation of the 5th and 6th military districts does not meet
A with favour by the officers of the former district at all. The sth is one of the
largest districts, comprising two regiments of cavalry, 3 batteries of field artillery, 1
company of engineers, 1 brigade of garrison artillery, and 2 battalions of rifles and 11
battalions of infantry, making, as is claimed by a correspondent of the Star ““the most
complete and efficient brigade in the Dominion, and requires the constant and
undivided attention of the D. A. G. and Brigade Major to see that their wants are
carefully attended to,” The same correspondents suggests that the 6th district be
taken over by Lieut.-Col. D'Orsennes, commandant of the St. Johns' Schaol of
Infanitry, and that if Col. Straubenzi¢ has 10 be removed that his place be tilled by
Lieut.-Col. Viliers or Houghton, with which suggestion we are disposed to agree—
Sherbrooke Examiner.

The different companies of the 57th Battalion are preparing to commence dvilling.
Since the departure of Captain Burke, for London, No. § ccmpany has been without
a commanding officor.
is spoken of favourably for the vacant position and as he is a popular officer with the
men, there is no doubt that he would soon bring the company up to a good standard of
efficiency.—-Peterboro’ Review.

.- The 57th Battalion are co-operatling with the Amateur Athletic Asssociation of
Peterboro’, are arranging for a grand Queen’s Birthday celebration in that city. The
programme outlined is an attractive and interesting one. It is proposed to have a
base-ball match in the forencon on the Associajion grounds and general athletic
sports in the afternoon. ~ The battalion will have a march out in the morning and will
proceed to the grounds, where, at twelve o'clock, a fue de joie will be fired. In the
afternoon the military will again turn out. They are arranging to have other battalions
present to join with them. :

The Danville correspondent of the Sherbrooke Examiner writes ae follows:—
“‘Rifle shooting is the prevailing amusement among our young men, this spring, and
some of them are exhibiting a good deal of proficiency in it. It is well that this is ex-
crllent sport which has been somewhat neglected in this vicinity of late years is again
attracting attention and it is to be hoped that before long the Danville company will
again be represented on the Wimbledon team as it has been so creditably in the past
by Sergt. Alfred Shaw of this village and Quartermastey Cleveland of ' Lorne, who are
still excellent marksmen, though advancing in years. Perhaps it is not generally
known that a representave ‘of the §4th Battalion, Capt. L. Thomas, of Melbourne,
shares with Lieut. W, Mitchell, of Hamilton, Ont., the honour of having heen on the
grand oggregate prize list at Ottawa every year since 1880, an honour to the enjoyment
of which none but the most reliable of marksmanship could have entitled him.

Toronto,

WE have in the militia an officer who last year celebrated the 5oth anniversary of

his military service. How flat and stale all so-called reforins, recommenda-
tions, faults, complaints, etc., must be to him. Somebody has recommended lately
that brown leather helts should be issued to the militia. That is a very old chestnut
so old that the cathedral chimes ring upon its reputation. Brown leather belts were
recommended by a commission in 1855.  Thirty-three years ago. Don't we make
strides !

The other day, I picked up some old pamphlets on 'the militia. The complaints .

in these are the same as now, and the youngest of the books is probably eighteen
years old, If the accoutrements, which e then had, were ancient and bad, what
must their condition be to-day.

In the Militia Report, lg78, Colonel Irwin, commandant of School of Gunnery
at Kingston says: ‘I have again to fepeat my previous reccommendations as to the
increase of the field battery establishment of horses.” 1In the same year Col. Strange,
commandan at Quebec, draws attenlion to previous recommendations, and says that
his school is crippled by no having enough men, etc., “‘especially the mounted division
which cannot be efficient without the establishment of a complete field battery.”

Ten years afterwards we find Col. Irvine, and the two commandants still applying
for this same increase—more horses wanted for instructional purposes. Will they cver
come? Willa militia officer ever see a complete field battery turned out, with wagons,
forge, etc.? Will a permanent corps officer ever have an opportunity of handling
something larger than two guns?

That must have been a mistake of “‘Fougass” when he enquired by what class of
officers would the permanent corps he commanded after the present seniors are out of
the way? He will make the seniors very vain, they will begin to think terrible things
of themselves ; and how about the next seniors, Fougass? You are too sweeping.
You had far better have called attention to Provisional Permanent Corps officers
receiving pay of their rank whist attending long courses, and at the same course
militia officers receiving $1 a day. You cannot hire a labourer in Toronto for that
sum. Probably the authorities want to discourage officers going up for long courses.

THE THEOREEICAL PRINCIPLES OF MUSKETRY.

The last of the series of lectures given under the auspices of the Sergeants’ Mess
of the Queen’s Oown* was delivered on the 16th inst., by Capt. Sankey. The subject
he selected-was ““The Theoretical Principles of Musketry.” He explained, *‘in a
clear and cencise manner,” the forces infinencing the flight -of the bullet, the reason
why elevation is necessary, tho necessity of holding the sights upright, the heigft of
trajectory at different ranges, which he illustrated with some very good diagrams, ctc.
I hope this lecture is not the last; so far the audiences have been interested and the
subjects well chosen, but the difficulty seem to ha that officers are not anxious to come
forward and Sive us the benefit of their views. However, I trust that in the coming
autumn we shall have the pleasure of hearing ‘““the General,”

Captain Wes* Miller, at present quartermaster of the battalion,

QUEEN’s OWN RIFLES.

The Queen’s Own Rifles assembled at the drillshed on the 18th inst., at eight
o'clock, mustering to the number of 467. Major Delamere was in command. Captain
Pelatt acted as junior major and Captain Macdonald as adjutant, and most of the
officers were also in their places The regiment marched out to Clarence Square,
where they were put through general battalion drill by Major Delamere, while the
band, in an altogether different part of the square,®played a number of excellent airs,
which, as asual, drew around it a very large number of the public.

The orders issued last night were:—Promotions: To be sergeants, Corporal F.
J. Laidlaw, vice Robinson, placed on the supernumerary list, and Corporal H. M.
George. To be Corporals, Privates J. Agnew and H. T. Wyatt. These promotions
are.in F Company. The following ofhcers have been posted:—Capt. Green and Lieut.
Brock will do duty in K Company until further orders. Lieut. Gunther will do duty

. in H Company until further orders, and Lieut. Mercer in G Com any.

The church parade of the regiment to St. George's church will take place on
Sunday, the 26th inst. The regiment will assemble at the drillshed 1.45 p.m.

THE ROYAL GRENADIERS.

The Royal Grenadiers had a good turn out on the 19th at their weekly parade.
The Empire says: The regiment had a march out, going as far as Clarence square,
where a few battalion movements were practised. The brass band continues to show
very good improvement. The music and time was excellent. The latter was a litile
slower than last week’s, but much faster than usuai.

No conclusion has been arrived at as to where the regiment will spend May 24th.
Pressing invitations have been received from Guelph and Barrie and these are under
consideratinn.  Other invitations have been received, but as they do not offer special
inducements they are not entertained.

Captain Davidson, ‘“A” Company, talks of getting out an injunction to prevent
men leaving his company to join the polioe force. In fact it is hecoming a stepping
stone to the force. .Since he assumed command seventeen men have been transferred
to the police. Last night three recruits applied for a discharge, as they were joining
the police force  The gallant captain thinds raatters are getting serious and wants to
know where the end will be. B

Lieut. Gibson is to take over charge of *“E"” Company, until further orders.

A regimental memo. has been issued calling the atienticn of n. c. officers and men
to the adjutant’s class, which meets Tuecsday evening. Those n. ¢, officers now hoid-
ing provisional rank will be given until the 15th October next to qualify, and if by
that time they have not obtained the required certificate, their provisional rank will be
cancelled, and the substantive rank will be given to those yualitied, whether n. c.
officcrs or private soldiers, when recommended by the officers commanding their
companies.

LINCHPIN,

- Richmond. Q.

THERE is a good deal of activity and stir in the 34th Battalion at present as we
are under order for camp this year. It is expected the regiment will turn out in
good shape. .

A large number of the n.c.o0.’s and privates have availed themselves of the
advantages of the school. Seven men from the battalion having got certificates, in
one course lately. -

A movement is on foot to procure helmets before going into camp. . .

A vety successful entertainment was held in the Town Hall, Richmond, on the
19th and 20th, under the auspices of the Ladies’ Guild, hall the proceeds of which is
to be applied to the fund for purchasing colours for the battalion. The operetta of
““Trial by Jury” was very well given, Capt. T. L. Prown, 54th, taking the principal
part as ““The Judge” splendidly. The farce of ‘‘Advice Gratis” was very creditably
performed, the caste being, Mr. Eventide (Mr. Sutherland), Mr. OdbodI):(Mr. G.
Aylmer Brooke), Edmund (Capt. T. S. Blackwell, 54th), Grimes, (Capt. T. L. Brown,
54th), Mrs. Eventide, (Mrs. Blackwell), Ellen, (Mrs. Brown). A great deal of the
the success was due to the exertions of the indefatigable Capt. J. W. Harkom, s4th,
acted as stage manager. The band of the s4th performed one night, and the Rich-
mond Cornet Band on the other. Close on $200 was taken. -

Montreal.

L]
LAST week was an interesting one in the recreation department of the Victoria
Rifles Armoury. A sweepstake bowling match, which has been going on for the
two weeks ended with Sergt. E. H. Brown the winner.
A team match in the rifle gallery, six wen aside, with the Prince of Wales Rifles,
7 shots cach range, 200, 500 and 600 yards, was shot on Friday and resulted in a vic-
tory for the Victorias, but with little to spare. The totals by ranges were as follows: —

Vies—200.....0evnnnn 184 P. W, Ri—200............ 174
§00.....ounvnn 170 §00. . couvuuenns 148

609 ............ 146 600.....000000 167

500 489

Third spoon match in series “B” was won by Pte. Cooke, V. R. C., with 46
points. '
! On Monday a team from the Montreal Athletic Association made its appearance
in the bowling alley to carry out a chailenge for 10 men a side with the Victoria Rifles,
and won the match by 57 points, total scores being M.A.A.A. 1276, Vics 1219,

The same teams met again 24th inst. in a return match, the net vesult being still
more unfavourable to the Rifles team, total scores being M. A.A. A, 1377, Vics 1237,

" Bussy.
THE BRIGADE MAJORITY.

There are said to be three applications for the brigade majorship of the 6th
Military District, vacated by Col. Hughes. The most Kopular candidate in the
Montreal district is Major DProvcst, now commanding the 65th regiment in the
absence of its commanding officer, the Hon. Mr. Ouimet, Speaker of the House.
Major Prevost has never, as has been stated, severed his connection .with the 65th.
He succecded in 1887 in being attached 1o the staff of one of the divisional corps of
the French army, but had to give it up as the War Office refused to grant him per-
mission to accept it.  He has, therefore, never left the Queen’s colours. He was in
active service with his regiment in the North-West, has been in the militia for ten
years, was sccond in command of the Wimbledon team in 1886, and has on several
occasions acted as Brigade Major at district camps. He also holds a first-class
certificate from the St. John's Military School, and is recommended for the position by
the military authorities here as well as at Ottawa. —Star.
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Quebec.

AS I think yours readears have not heard from Old Quebec for sometime, I venture
to give you a few pointers about *‘the boys.”

The gth Voltigeurs turned out in full force last Thursday for the ¢, 0.’s parade.
The regiment looked exceedingly well, and the steadiness of their drill was much
admired. The D. A. G. and several officers of the other city corps were present in
mufti, and as usual the fair sex lent an additional charm to the }f)rocegdings by their

resence. During the evening Mr. Chas, Thibandeau, late of the Quebec Field

attery, presented a gold medal to one of.the privates of No. 4 Co., as a prize in one
of the late shooting competitions, and after drill the event was celebrated by the com-
pany in a convivial gathering of the most pleasant kind. .

The 8th Royal Rifles, though rather short of men, and very short of officers,
manages to keep up its old reputation for smartness and efficiently.  They are looking
forward to having a field day on the 1oth, but if the present weather continues they
will have no other than fields of ‘‘the beautiful.”

The Q. O. C. Hussars and the Quebec Field Battery, are beginning to stir with
the adqent of spring, like the bear at the citadel. However the bear found out he had
come out too soon and had to go back to his hole in the snow. I hope this will not
happen to our dashing mounted men. .

Here is something that will interest ‘‘Linch-Pin:"”—

How is it that in the Army List for Jonuary, ’88, we find in the Colonial Militia,
the list of the Canadian Militia corrected to the 14th November, 7883/ Is it any-
body’s husiness at headquarters Lo keep the home authorities posted on that point?
and if so, could it not be done every year? I notice that the other colonies are brought
down to 1886 or 1887. X POUNDER.

The Militia Pastime.

Witil your permission, Mr. Editor, which I shall take for granted until you sup-
press me, I propogg to occupy some space in your columns week by week, My hobby
is rifle shooting, and it has become pretty fully developed with the approach of season-
able weather.

I will first give a lift to your simultaneous rifle match idea, which does not appear
to have been received with much enthusiasm, ome having to search in vain through
your issues of the past few weeks for the suggestions, endcrsation or comment which
you invited. Now, in India, where they have these things regularly, I believe the

General Commanding interests himself in them. I have by me an address of General
Roberts in this connection, in which he expressed his sense of the vital importance of
accurate shooling, and held it to be the bounden duty of officers to encourage to their
utmost rifle shooting among soldiers and volunteers. Experience in campaigns, he
said, showed the great results achieved by a handful of men expert with the rifle, but
it remained to be seen what could be effected if a brigade or division or a whole army
corps were composed of crack shots. If he ever commanded an army in the field
again, he should select those regiments who were not merely well drilled, but who had
shown at a musketry range that they could shoot well. ~ The General can find lots of
good shooting stuff to choose from in India, juding from the scores made at this simul-
taneous match about which I started to write, and which was fired last fall. The rifleused
must have been the Martini. Each team consisted of 10 men, and the conditions were
—seven rounds a man at 200, 5§00 and 9oo yards. The 2nd Warwickshire won with
918 points, Simla made 888, and the South Wales Borderers at Tounghoo made 847, the
Scottish Borderers at Meerut 805, and gth Dragoon Guards at Mhow 787. Highest
possible score, 1,050,

L - *

THE more matches there are between cities, associations or regiments, the greater
will be the public interest in the sport, and the wider will open the public purse in aid
of its development. Just fancy what a boom will be given to rifle shooting were there are
great weekly contests, as in lacrosse, cricket and other sports. Why, all the young fel-
lows would be rushing to join the volunteers, and the sleepy musketry instructors

would possibly wake up to a realization of the fact that their duties embrace more
than to look grand on review day.  Forestalling this possibility I will give here a few
hints from an experienced musketry instructor on the methods of training recruits. He
says: “The best method of teaching a beginner to shoot, after he has been well instruct-
ed in ‘‘preliminary practice” and aiming drill, is to let him fire a few rounds of ordinary
ball cartridge into a sand bank, placing him at about 2§ or 30 yards distance from it,
making him use the three recognized “military positions,” carefully scrutinizing every
act as to the relative positions of fore-finger and trigger, check and butt, eye and sights
etc., and when satisfied that the man iscapableof letting of his rifle without **funking,”
then he may be safely taken to the regulation firing point and commence his classing.
‘The utmost watchfulness on the part of the instructor is still necessary to see that the
rifle is not accidentally fired in consequence of the finger being placed prematurely.on
the trigger, and to instantly stop the man should he show the leas®endency to ““funk”
his shot,  This is easily noticed, for when a man is nervous and is going to snatch at
the trigger and “‘bob” the muzzle down, a peculiar twitching of the %ace occurs, which
a practiced eye notices directly. By a little care, hundreds.of bad ricochets would be
%revented,' and the safety of ranges ensured. Accidental shots shots are seldom fired.
inety-nine per cent. of the mischievous ones and those that lead to ranges being
closea are ricochets.” All the musketry instructors I ever saw at camp or city class
firing seemed to consider that they occupied on the range the position of taskmasters
to make sure that the recruit in disposing of his ammunition did not hit anything
which would suifer damage from the bullet.
* » L ] . » Y

To their discredit beit said, very few of our non-commissioned officers know enough

about the rifle to be of the slightest assistance to a musketry instructor who, having a
proper conception of his duties, finds himself unable to fulfil them alone in the allotted
time. The reason is not far to seek. I know of no corps where a man has to pass a
practical examination in rifle shooting in order to obtain his stripes, He gets his pro-

motion perhaps because he is a good fellow socially, or if there is any examination it
is only on the drill book, a parrot like repetition of which is t0o often looked upon as
the great desideratum. It thus happens that the non-commissioned officers, the
natural leaders of the men, have no interest whatever in rifle shooting, and general
apathy results, If I ran a corps and could by any mecans raise the ammunition I
would have half the drills done on the rifle range in place of in the drilished. In

England a volunteer must be able to attain a certain standard in shooting to be entitled
to Government pay. = -

4

- SPEAKING recently at Hyde in this connection, Sir Henry Dale was outspoken in
declaring that each man who became a marksman was distinctly a point of defence fos
his country. A hundred marksmen, he considered, could hold out against an
army. To his mind there was no nobler patriotism than that shown by- the
volunteers of Enffland, men following all sorts of occupations, earning their bread by
the sweat of their brow, giving up time for the greater security of England, for they
formed a great insurance society, a society which preserved this country in peace and
honour. Nothing had done greatergood for England than the formation of the volunteers.
During the twenty-eight ysars which they had existed many men had passed through
the mill, and there was not one of them, however old he wight be, who had not felt
that the habits of discipline and regularity which volunteers cultivated had done him
great good., . : '

THE MAGPIE.

Militia General Orders (No. 7), of 2oth April, 1888,

No. 1.—REGULATIONS AND ORDERS FOR THE MILITIA, 1887.

Organization—Commissions and Promotions.—-The following is added as sub-
section (2) to paragraph 81, Regulations and Orders for the Militia, 1887 :—

“(2) Itis to be understood that Artillery and Engineer Certificates will qualify
for appointments or promotions in the Infantry.

Zransport—The following is added as sub-section (2) of paragraph 608 of the
Regulations and Orders, 1887 :—

“(2) If the journey is to be made over more than one line of railway or public
conveyance, a separate requisition will be issued for the transport required over each
independent line. This is necessary in order to facilitate settlements, and prevent con-
fusion in the accounts to be rendered by each company.

No. 2.—PERMAMENT CORPs,

Travelling alllowances on jorning.—-Officers appointed after the 1st of April,
1888, 1o a commission in one of the permanent corps, will be allowed. transport and
subsistence en route from their homes on joining, provided the distance is over 200
miles, or from the place where they are when their appointments are made, if the cost
is not more. The journey when commenced must be continued without unnecessary
delay. No allowance will be made for distances under 200 miles.

Each married officer will also be allowed transport and subsistence en route for
his wife and children, provided they proceed with him, and the distance is over 200
miles.

Officers will only be entitled to free carriage for such furniture and baggage as the
transport company. carries free of charge with the passenger. Neither transport nor
subsistence will be allowed for servants.

No. 3.—AcTIVE MILITIA. .
2nd Regt. Cav.—No. 6 Troop.—To be captain, Lieut. Alex. Servos, R.S.C.,

* vice Brown resigned.

. Regt. Canadian Art.—To be quarter-master, from gth April, 1888, with
honotary rank of captain: Edward Palmer (formerly Paymaster Prince Edward
Island Provisional Brigade of Garrison Artillery), vice White,

Quartermaster Palmer has been delailed for duty with “C” Bautery.

Co. Mounted Infantry, Winnipeg.—To be lieut.,, from 6th April, 1888:
Archibald Cameron Macdonell, Graduate Royal Military College.

Winnipeg Field Bat.—Lieut. A. G. Ross resigns.

1st Brig. Gar. Art.—To be majors: Capt. W. A. Garrison, R.S.A., vice Mow-
bray, promoted. Captain H. A. Boggs, R.S.A.

To e captains: Licut. F. W. Parker, R.S.A., vice Garrison, promoted.
Lieut. W. J. Stewart, R.S.A., vice Boggs, promoted.

To be lieutenants: 2nd Lieut. J. 5. Dimock, R.S.A., vice Maxwell, promoted.
2nd Lieut, C. R. Reynolds, R.S.A., vice Parker, promoted.

2nd Licut. James Donovan resigns.

2nd Batt.—To be 2nd lieuts., prov., Prlvate Thomas Milner Harrison, vice
Mercer, promoted. .
Private Thomas Denton Derwent Llwyd, vice Johnson, promoted.

3rd Batt.—Lieut. and Adjt. Duncan Macpherson, R.M.C., to have the rank of
captain,

sth Batt.—To be 2nd lieut., prov., John Stephen Ibbot.on, vice W. L. S. Jack-
son, who resigns,

6th Batt.,—To be 2nd lieut., prov., Albert Knight Shorey, vice Chambers, pro-
moted.

7th Batt. - No. 6 Co..—To be 2nd licut.
clough O'Brien, vice Cleghorn, resigned.

12th Batt.—No. 8 Co.—To be 2nd licut., prov., Sydney Barrington Elliot, vice
Williamson, resigned.

13th Batt.—To be captain, Lieut. S. C. Mewburn, V.B., vice J. C. Gillespie
who retires with rank of licutenant,

16th Batte—To be major, Capt. M. D. Strachan, M.S., from the adjutancy, vice
W. H. Orchard who retires retaining rank.

22nd Batt.—No. 7 Co.—To be captain, Lieut. W. F. Van Buskirk, R.M.C,,
vice Thos. Stoddart, left Vimits.

To be 2nd lieut., prov., Sergeant Charles Adolphe Beaupré, vice William Gray,
left limits.

24th Batt.—Lieut. and Adjt. J. B. Rankin, M.S., to have the rank of eaptain,
from 13tk April, 1888. To be major, Capt, J. B, Rankin, M.S., from the adjutancy,
vice Brown retired.

32nd Batt,—No. 1 Co.—To be lieut., prov., Harry Smith, vice T. I. Thomson,
left limits.

No. 2 Co.—To be 2nd licut., prov., John Iarold Ruettel, vice R. F. Robertson,
who resigns.

3sth Batt.—No. § Co.—To be 2nd lieut., prov., Bugler Charles Franklin Ward,

vice J. F. Deane, who resigns.

39th Batt.—No. 2 Co.—To be licut., prov., Private Thomas Robert Atkinson,
G. M. Chasters, who resigns,

2nd

prov., Colour-Sergeant Alfred Col-
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stst Batt.—No. 6 Co.—This company, No. 6, having become non-effective is
removed from the list of corps of the active militia.

The following officers are placed on the Retired List, retaining their respective
ranks :—Capt. Richard Hayes, Lieut. Frederick S. Proper and 2nd Lieut. William
Kingsbury. : . "

64th Batt.-—No. 6 Co.—To be lieut., prov., Stafl-Sergeant William Richard

Stevens, vice W, Mitchell left limits.
2nd Lieut. T. A. Bishop resigns.

s7th Batt.—No. § Co.—Capt. Thomas Burke having left limits his name has
been removed from the list of officers of the active militia, from 24th December, 1887.

soth Batt.—No. 6 Co.—To be captain, prov., Allan Howard Tinkiss, vice
-Smart, resigned. ' )

To be lieut., prov., Frederick Warren, vice Robert N. Tinkiss, left limits.

63rd Batt.—To be 2nd Lieuts. Wm, Lester Kane, G.S. (formerly captain in the
ist Halifax Brigade of Garrison Artillery), vice Lostford Woolrich, deceased.
Sergeant Louis Dixon, M.S., vice J. A. Bell, left limits.

72nd Batt.—No. 1 Co.—To be 2nd Lieut. John Hawkins, M.S., (formerly 2nd
‘lieutenant in this company), vice 8. L. Tilley, who retires retaining rank.

No. 4 Co.—To be 2nd lieut., prov., Stafl-Sergeant David Lauders Gates (S.I.,
:2nd B.), vice Beckwith, promoted. .

74th Batt.--No. 4 Co. —To be 2nd lieut., prov., John Rupert Foster, vice Simp-
'son, retired.

Batt.—No. 2 Co.—To be captain, prov., John Owen McGregor, vice
James McMonies, who retires retaining rank.

No, 3 Co.—To be captain, Lieut. W. H. Ptolemy, R.S.I., from No. 2 Co., vice
W. G. Fletcher, who retires retaining rank. "

To be Assistant-Surgeon, James Anderson, vice Shaver resigned.

78th Batt.—No. 7 Co.—ZErratum.—In No. 3 of G. O. (6), 6th April, 1888,
rpad **New Larig” instead of New Laing.”

82nd Batt.—-No. 8 Co.—To be 2nd lieut., prov., Pte. James Morrison, vice
George Bynon, left limits. .

86th Batt.—No. 3 Co.—No. § of G.O. (5) 23rd March, 1888, is amended by
substituting “To be captain: 2nd Lieut. Narcisse Grenier, M.S., from Nc¢. 6 Co.,
8oth Battalion,” fo» “To be captain, prov., Narcisse Grenier."” .

88th Batt.—No. 5 Co.—To be 2nd lieut. prov., Edward Martin, vice Auguste
Dumais, deceased.

BREVET.

To be major, fram 6th April, 1887, Capt. Thos. A. Walker, V.B., No. 4 Co.,
77th Battalion, o

CONFIRMATION OF RANK.

Capt. Angus Carmichael, R.S.M.1., No. 3 Co., 96th Batt., from §th April, 1888.
Lieut, G. A. Kobold, R.S5.M.I., No. 3 Co., g6th Batt., from sth April, 1888.
2nd Lieut. Geo. Percival, R.S.M.I., No. 2 Co., 95th Batt., from sth April, 1888,
2nd Lieut. Henry Payne, R.S.1., No. 4 Co., 7th Batt.; from 10th April, 1888.
8882nd Licut. D. T. Ferguson, R.8.M. 1., No. 3 Co., 96th Batt., from §th April,
1

2nd Lieut, J. M. Dagneau, R.S.A., No. 2 Bat., Quebec Garrison Artillery, from
31st March. 1888.

No. 4.—CEeRTIFICATES GRANTED.

Percentage of

Marksobtained

8 ¢

RANK, NAME AND CoRps. £ = |ed

n

= ACIERE: B

S|4z |%|E|8|Bs

& |[O|lo|o |8 A |<™

Lieut. J. C. DeWolf, 1st Halifax Bde. G.Art.. |[R.S.A[ 1| S | A (-85 186 |84
2nd Lieut. J. M. Dagneau, Quebec G. Art....| * 1| S| Al68 7973
Bomb. F. N. Donaldson, Prov. Bde. F, Art..; ¢ 1] S| Bjlogs| 8|86
Bomb. J. W. Hart, Prov. Bde. F, Art....... ¢ 1L S| Bilos|79(8s
Q. M. Sergt. J. Coombes, Hamilton F. B....| * 1] S| B|8g(388|88
Sergt. W, Fearnside, Hamilton F. B......... ¢ 1| S| B|'77 184 |82
Sergt. R. E. Trumbull, Hamilton F. B....... ¢ 1} S| B8 |81|8
Gunner R. Wiley, Woodstock F. B.......... ¢ 1] S| B|68|'841{77
Gunner M. Brewer, Woodstock F. B ........ ¢ 1] S| B|s6|8 |73
Gunner J. R, Malsbury, Montreal Bde. G, Art.| *¢ 1 S| Bl'701'78 |.75
Sergt. C. Daley, Digby By............. R 1| S| B|881-88 (88
Corp. C. Taylor P « 1} Sy B[8178]82
Gunner P. Ernst, Mahone Bay By........... « 11 S| B|[8|'83{84
Gunner H. Smith, Pictou By................ . 1y S| Blorjys |81
Gunner G. A. Fisher. PictouBy...... ...... ¢ t| S B |81 |79 |8
Bomb. T. Ritchie, Pro. Bde. F. Art. ........ ¢ 2| S| Bl'42|'s4 |'S50
Gunner H. H. Cleugh, Prov. Bde. F. Art....} ¢ 21 S| B|711(67]|68
Bomb, A. E. Hutchinson Dutham F. B...... o 2| S| Bl6g1561|39
Bomb. T. Reynolds, Durham F. B.......... o 2| S| Bj6o(44|50
Gunner A. Webster, Durham F. B......... ¢ 2| S Bis2{|s1]51
Gunner H. Campbell, Hamilton F, B. ...... o 21 S| B|46]53]5s0
Gunner{: Dudley, Sheflord F. B............ ¢ 21 S| B|44|75]|63
Gunner F, Skinner, Shefford F. B........... ¢ 2 S| Blsoi69|62
Gunner W, Rourke, New Brunswick B.F. A..| ¢ 2| S| Bjsy|75][68
Gunner J. Irvine, . “ o 2{ S| Bjs4|57|56
Corp, D. Nolan, Levis By....... cerieeas o 2! S| B|42i%7|64
Capt. A. Carmichael, g6th Batt.......... oo ofM.Inff 1] S| Ajo2|66]79
Lieut..G, A. Kobold, €., e ¢ 1| S| A|og|83]88
2nd Lieut. D. T. Ferguson, g6th Batt........| * 1] S| Alorf73]82
2nd Lieut. G. Percival, gsth Batt............ ¢ 2] S| A|'90 |"46 |'68
2nd Lieut. H. Payne, 7th Batt.,............. Inf. | 2 LSp. A |°64 |°68 |"66

" receiving and giving instruction was not of the highest, but who is sudden

~ Correspondence.

[This paper does not necessarily share the views expressed in correspondence publishéd in ifé
columns, the use of which is freely granted to writers on topics of interest to' the militia.}

APPOINTMENTS TO COMMISSIONS IN THE. PERMANENT CORPS.
70 the Editor of the Canadian Militia Gazette:

SIR,—When the announcement was first made that the Government praposéd to
establish a military college for the purpose of imparting a complete education in
subjects connected with, and necessary to, a thorough knowledge of the military pro-
fession, and of qualifying officers for command and for staff appointments, it was felt
by those who had desired to obtain a higher military education that the time had at -
last arrived when this was possible. During 1878, a leading politician, objecting 10
the system under which the militla staffl was appointed, said *‘they take an old officer
and appoint him asa D. A. G. The office was a sinecure for life, and the man felt
that he need not exert himself. Under this system all these D. A. G.’s would have to
be replaced in the event of war. Not one of them would be of the slightest use.” It
is presumed this Minister knew whereof he was speaking, as the majority of staff
appointments had been made by himself. This system is known as *‘the political
system.” To a system similar to this, a large number of permanent ccrps officers are
undoubtedly indebted for their appointinents; present and future candidates are and,
will also b& guided by it. ’

It was evidently the intention that only graduates of the college and those militia
officers who had successfully passed their examinations, would be selected to serve
in the schools, and to fill staff appointments. But aithough the Government must be
fully cognizant of the evils of the political system, they have been entirely governed,
with a few exceptions, by it in their choice of officers; though, as General Luard puts it,
‘““on their ability and example will depend the future oi the militia of Canada;
therefore none® but officers of approved worth, and regularity of habits should be
nominated.” -

If the fact is true, that some of the four unfortunates at the last long course
examination were provisional officers from the permanent corps, it can scarcely be °
denied that ‘‘ability” and “‘approved worth” were the governing factors in their
selection. We should make it our aim to have commissions in our permanent corps
and stafl appointments prizes which our graduates and young militia officers would
e anxious and able to secure. Under the political system of appointments, we might
possibly find that a young officer, attendinga short course, whose caFacity for

imbued
with an idea that life in a permanent coops would be a happy one, ‘beZomes an
applicant to fill an opportune vacancy. The commandant of the school, who—by the
way is responsible for its efficiency—writes a confidential reportto headquarters regard-
ing the incapacity of the candidate. But through a mistaken idea of improving the
militia, and backed up with powerful friends, the inefficient applicant becomes a pro-
visional officer, and in time may or may not pull through his long course examination.
This is a mere suppositious case, although it might happen in a degree more or less
true. It is in fact doing the best 10 bring the corps into contempt. It is sincerely to
be hoped that General Middleton had none of these officers in his mind when he recom-
mended that all officers of the perinenent cov3s should be senior in their respective
ranks to all militia officers.

. Foucass.
April 16th, 1888.

Portrait of a Hunter.

®
: head like a snake and a skin like a mouse ;
An eye like a woman's, biight, gentle and brown ;
With lions and back that could carry a house,
And quarters to lift hiin smack over a town.

Where the country is deepes:, I give you my word;
"Tisa pride and a pleasure o put him alo:f H
O'er fallow and pasture he sweeps like a bird,
And there’s nothing to high, nor too wide, nor too strong,

Last Monday we rau for an hour in the Vale ; .
Not a bullfinch was trimm‘d; of a gap not a sign.

All the nitches were double; each fence oad a rail,
And the farmers had locked every gate in the Ine,

I'd a lead of them all when we came to the brook ;
A big one, a bumper, and up io your chin ;
As he threw it behind him, 1 turned for a look ;
There were eight of us had it, and seven got in.
—The Field.,

Spain has madggit, by absolute legislation, obligatiory on managers of theatres in

Madrid to light those huildings by electricity, to the total exclusion of gas.” Six months
are allowed in which to carry out this most important reform.

The Spanish correspondent of the Jrogress Militaire reports that Gen. Pando,

“who has been experimenting for some time, has invented a new projectile, which will

protably be applicable to guns up to 24 c. m. The principle of the new shells de-
pends upon the reaction of two substances, both liquid, or one lignid and the other
solid, which, separatedZare harmless but which being brought together by the shock
of the projectile striking against any object, cause a violent explosion. Although Gen.
Pando keeps the nature of his explosives secret, several substances are known which

act in the manner described, and this property has been made use of in the ‘“land tor-
pedoes” of the Italians at Massowah.

The mineral discoveries in Alaska are making that territory incr'easingly valuable
each year, and as it grows in population and importance the value of British Columbia
as a dependency of England lessens. One Alaska mine, the Treadwell, on Douglas
Island, in Lynn Channel, near the British boundary, is reported to yield an average of.
$67,500, more than one-half of it from the concentrated sulphurcls crushed on the
spot.  Besides, gold, silver, coKFer, lead and iron have been discovered in the country
between the Yukon River and Mount St. Elias, which lies west of it.  So the time.is
not distant when Alaska will yearly yield to the public treasury the full amount of its

original purchase money, taking the percentage of revenue to each unit of population
as the basis of the computation.—U. S. Army and Navy Journal. :
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‘v . LYMAN'S FLUID COFFEE,

A HOME LUXURY FOR CAMPING OUT.

COFFEE of the FINEST FLAVOR can be made in a Mo-
MENT, ANYWHERE, in ANY QUANTITY.
> densed milk as fresh, or as *‘Café Noir.”

As good with con-

FULL DIRECTIONS WITH EACH BOTTLE

.

THE

Canadian Militia Gazette

PUBLISHED WEEKLY AT

713 SPARKS ST., OTTAWA, ONT.

‘ J. D. TaviLor, MANAGER.

Subseription Prics, payable in Advance, $1.50 a Year.

The Canadian Militia Gazette is the recog-
nized organ of the Active Force of the
Dominion, It is the only Mili-
tary publication in
Canada.

«+ . CORRESPONDENCE.

Correspondence on topics of interest to the Militia
is invited. To ensure insertion of any communica.
tion the name and address of the wiiter must be
forwarded with it, No name so communicated will
be published without consent,

REGIMENTAIL NEVWS,

1t is our desire to record all events of general
interest transpiring in connection with each and
evary corps in the Dominion, That we may be
kept posted, officers are respectfully requested to
interest themselves in seeing that the news of their
respective corps shall be forwarded to the MiLiTia
GAZETTE—if possible by some person chosen by
them as regular correspondent,

Adjutants will greatly oblige by forwarding copies

" of regimental orders, especially those relating to
promotions or transfers of non-commissioned officers
and officers,

Reports of annual or other meetings of regimental
or company clubs, etc., or rifle associations, should
be forwarded by the secretaries as early as possible.
Scores of rifle matches must be accompanied by full
particulars as to description of rifle, distances, num-
ber of shots, etc,

ADVERTISEMENTS.

Advertisements of unabjectionable character will
Dbe inserted at reasonable rates, which will be made
known upon application to the Manager.

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

These may begin at any time, Back numbers, to
complete current volumes, can generally be sup-
plied, and will be forwarded on receipt of price,

The ordinary rate for subscriptions is $1.50 a year.
If three or more new subscribers send in their names
together, the paper will be sent to them for a year
for Only One Dollar each. Any old subscriber
sending in the names of 1T'wo new ones, together
with $3, one year's subscription price, will receive
his own copy free for a year,

The date upon the address label shows to what
period each subscription is paid, and a change of
such date after money has been sent constitutes a
receipt for an amount sufficient to cover the sub.
scription up to thefurther time indicated. No other
receipts for subscriptions are sent unless specially
requested, Subscribers are requested to pay par.
ticular attention to the dates upon their address
labels, and to report immediately any mistake,

The date upon the label should always be akcad
of that of the accompanying issue of the paper, sub-
scriptions being payable in advance,

Remittances should be made by Post Office order
gr registered letter, Cheques should not be sent for
small amounts, unless the remiiter pays the com-
mission charged by the bank. Money Orders, etc.
should be made payable to the Manager.

The Post Office address of the CaNADIAN
MiLITIA GAZETTE is Box 316 Ottawa Ont,

Money Orders.

ONEY ORDERS may be obtained at anj

Money Order Office in Canada, payable ia

the Dominion; also in the United States, the Unic-

ed Kingdom, France, Germany, ltaly, Belgium

Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, the

Netherlands, India, the Australian Colonies, and
other countries and British Colonies generally.

On Money Orders 'payable within Canada the
commission 1s as follows:

Ifnotexceeding $4.....cov0vvivnnns 2.

Over $4, not exceeding $10.........u. §C.
“ o0, * T 20.4 e, OC
“ 20, * LY - R 20C.
“ oo, Y “ 60ueinnin, 30¢.
“ 6o, € Bovinriiin 40¢.
“ Ro, AL - . T 50C.

.On Money Orders payable abroad the commis
sion is:

If not exceeding $10. .. voevvriinnnne 10¢€.
ver $10, not exceeding $20.......... 20C.
:: 20, “ - YT 30€,
w39 :: ’ :: - 4oc,

40, §0 . vererses $0C.

For further information see OrriciAL PosTa |

GUIDE.
Post Office Department, Ottawa,
21st May, 1886.

P. W. ELLIS & Co,

TORONTO.

MEDALLISTS,

and manufacturers of all kinds of

RIFLE AND ATHLETIC
ASSOCIATION BADGES,

Society Emblems, Presentation Jewels
AND

MEDALS IN GOLD, SILVER AND BRONZE
-~ FOR -~

RIFLE ASSOCIATIONS,
Colleges, Industrial Exhibitions, Agri-
cultural Fairs, etc., etc.

Designs and estimates furnished on applicetion

North-West Mounted Police.

RECRUITS
ARE NOW BEING ENGATRD AT OTTAWA

APPLICANTS must be between the ages of
Twenty-two and Forty, active, able-bodied
men of thoroughly sound constitution, and must
produce certificates of exemplary character and
sobriety, .

‘I'hey must understand the care and management
of horses, aud be able to ride well.

The term of engagement is five years.

The rates of pay are as follows:—
Ctaff-Sergeants ........... $1.00 to $1.50 per day.
Other Non-Com. Officers..  8sc. to 1.00 *

Service Good con-

pay. duct pay. Total.

15t year's service, soc, — soc. per day.
and . 50 5C. 55 .
ad 50 10 6o ¢
4th 50 15 65
sth ¢ 50 20 70

Extra gay is allowed to a limited number of
blacksmiths. carpenters and other artizans.

. Members of the force are supplied with free ra-
tions, a free kit on joining and periodical issues
during the term of service. :

Quawa, March 23rd, 188,

Hemilton Powder Co

(Incorporated 1861)

MANUFACTURE

MILITARY POWDER

of any required velocity, density’or grain

SPORTING POWDER,

“* Ducking,” *‘Caribon,” and other
choice grades, -

BLASTING POWDER

in every vaniety.

DYNAMITE

And all other modern *High Explosives.”

SOLE LICENSEES FOR

H. Julius Smith’s Magneto-Battery,

The best for accurate Electric Firing of Shots,
Blasts, Mines, Torpedoes, &c.

MANUFACTURERS' AGENTS

For losulated Wire, Electric Fuses, Safety Fuses,
Detonators, &c.

OFFICE:

103 St. Francois Xavier Street,
MONTREAL.

Bianch [Offices and Magazine at principal shipping
points in Canada.

Descriptive Lists mailed on application.

JOHN MARTIN & Co

MILITARY OUTFITTERS,

457 ST. PAUL ST,

MONTREAL.

JOHN F. CREAN,

MERCHANT TAILOR,

AND

MILITARY OUTFITTER.

MASTER TAILOR TO THE QUEEN'S
OWN RIFLES OF CANADA

8 KING ST. WEST,
TORONTO.

N. McEACHREN,
MILITARY TAILOR,

ALBERT HALL BUILDINGS,

191 YONCE STREET - - - - TORONTO

UNIFORMS of every description made to orde
and everything necessary to an

OFFICER'S OUTFIT SUPPLIED.
Send for List of Prices.

&F'Terms strietly cash

“The Path of Duty is the
Way to Glory,”

And a proper attention to the duty of taking
care of your health is the way to

HEALTH and VIGOR.

There is no surer way of developing a
strong and robust constitution than by
taking food that contains all the elements.
of meat that nourish

BRAIN, BONE AND MUSCLE

And the Food that will do this best is

Johnston’s

. JOHNSTONS FLUID BEEF

Fluid Beef.

. Which is admitted by the highest author-
ities to be the most perfect form of con-
centrated Food.

TARGETS

FOR SALE.

16 ‘Third-class Bacon Targets

16 Second-class Bacon Targets,

3 First-class Bacon Targets.

All in good order and ready for immediate
removal.

- | This is a good opportunity for anyone desirous of

fitting up a rifle range, Apply to
MAJOR W. M. BLAIKLOCK,

P. O. Box No. 1367,
MonTreAL, QUE

MILITARY HELMETS.

Will be sold cheap a limited number of White
Cloth (best quality) Helmets, Gilt Chain and Spike,
Centre Plate with number of Regiment. Assorted
sizes from 6% to 9%4.

W. M. COOPER,
69 Bay Street, Toronto.

FOR SALE.

OR SALE cheap a full Infantry Licutenant’s
Uniform consisting of ‘P'unic, Cloth Patrol
Blue Serge Mees Jacket and Vest, Knamel Sword
Belt, Sword, and White Knot, 1'rousers and Field
Service Forage Cap. All in good order. Also a
new set of Gold Dress, Sash, Sword Belt, Trouser
Stripes and Sword Knot, Appl{ to .
‘Ex OFFICER,”
Care Miimia Gazerre,
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T BOOSEY & CO.,
BAND INSTRUMENT MANUFACT RERS.

GOLD MEDAL, Internatiopal Inventions Exhibition, London. GOLD MEDAL, Calcutta Exhibition, the only Gold Medal awarded to Band
Instrument Manufacturers, English or Continental. SILVER MEDAL, Calcutta Exhibition, for Improvements in Brass Instruments.

* BOOSEY & CO.'S Manufacto

Nustrated Catalogues, Testimonials and Estimates sent upon application.

is the most complete in-England, comprising as it does the manufacture of Brass Instruments of every kind— CLARIONETS, Bassoons, Osoes, FLUTES and Drum

BOOSEY & CO., 295 REGENT STRERET, LONDON-

MANUFACTORY—STANHOPE PLACE, HYDE PARK.

struments.

(- -
Write for Testimon-
ials from CAnADIAN
Musicians and Bands
%e m using the Beston In-
" A
S Indbunnents

.|
The Prototype Instru-
ments, being unequalled
in musical quality and
durability, are the best
and cheapest for use,,
48,

abroad. Ay ‘e

F. BESSON & CO.,,

198 EUSTON ROAD, LONDON, ENG
The Besson Protot‘vlpg Instruments are kept in stock by the following Canadian Music Sellers:—
Grossman, Hamilton; Hubbard, Waterloo; Nye, Halifax; Orme & Son, Ottawa; Nordheimers, of
Montrea), Toronto and London; Usher, of Brantford; Landry & Co., St. John, &c., &c., and of all
leadine Music Dealers in Canada. '

"MAYNARD, HARRIS & CO.,,

Military and Crvil Service Quthitters,

| CONTRACTORS AND AGENTS,
126 and 127 Leadenhall Street, London, England,

(ESTABLISHED SIXTY YEARS.)

UN'FORMS -:- FOR -:- ALL -:-SERVICES.

HFPLMETS, GLENGARRY s, NEW PATTERN GOLD LACF, ACCOUTREMENTS, BADGES, ETC,
OF BEST QUALITY AND MANUFACTURE AT STRICTLY MODERATE PRICES,

Estimates, Drawings, Patterns, &c.

s, P; References to all parts of the
free on application.

Dominion,

W. J. JEFFERY,

Rifle and Rifle Requisites Manufaecturer,

60 QUEEN VICTORIA ST., LONDON, E.C.
THE“PERFECT " SIGHT ELEVATR AND WIND GAUGE,

Hanging Pattern, made of a special quality Hard
German Silver, divided in 150ths of an inch, with
complete Tables of Elevation and Wind
Allowance, for the Martini Rifle,

$2.156. Postage,25¢. for 1 to 6,

N,B.—These Verniers do not alter the position of
the Sliding Bar. nor is it necessary to lower the Slide
when detaching the Vemier from the Back Sight,

Jeffery’s Patent Sight Elevators are being used by
the majorita of the most well known rifle shots,

) Mg, M'VITTIE, who uses one of these Eleva.
. . tors, says:. “Your German Silver Elevators are a
great lqupm\'ennent on the Gun Metal, as they do not Jlscolour, and the Scales are therefore more easil
read. They are made on the right principle-—viz,, Hanging Pattern, and with the rsoth Scales, AH
who make ala' pretensions to Shooting should possess one of these Verniers,
Mg. C, H, JACKSON, winner of the Queen’s Piize, 1886, says: “‘1 unhesiitatingly pronounce
- 1 Sight Elevator and Wind Gauge the best I bave hitherto seen,” Absence of play in the screw, and

attachment to bar when drawing the line are noteworthy features, I predict that the Perfect
Vernier will command a ready sale.”

A Volunteer's Shooting “Kit” should comprise one of each of the follow-
ing Articles, in addition to the Rifle:

1. Best Quality Leather Shootin Post. | 14. White Pencil for marking lines on Post,
Case, to_hold Cpr:tdﬁdgesﬁand nﬁ % age, ' arl .................. g ........ .6 ac.
accessories required on the range $6.20 36c. | 15. Bottle of White Paint ........... 2

2, {:'panned Tin Shooting Case.... 2.85 36 |16, Pair of Orthoptics............... x.sg 12

3 roof Rifle Bag ..$1.10and 185 24 |17, Jeffery's Patent Barrel Reflector. 61 8

4. Back Sight Cover....... osc,and 38 16 |18, Jeflery's Improved Sight Definer.. 61 8

5. Front Sight Protector(plated)17c.and 50 16 |19, Jeflery’s Patent Sig%n Elevator

6. Pull-through Pocket Barrel Clean- and Wind Gauge ............... 2,15 25
er,in Pouch ................... 70 12 |z0, A pair of Je! er{‘s “ Imperial

g. Bristle Brush to sciew on Ramrod 25 4 Binoculars ..... It with 6 Lenses 8.53 24

, Wire Brush o o 235 4 . If with 12 Lenses 9,75 24

o« 9 Wool Mop ¢ ¢ 18 4 ‘These Binoculars have been specially ({esigned
10, £a¢ , s ¢ 18 4 |for Rifle shooting, and are guaranteed equal in
11, Bums’ Patent Barrel Cooler...... 36 3 power and quality to those supplied by Opticians
12, Box of Sight Paints............. 12 at often double the prices above quotetl
13. Bottle of * Nigerine” Sight Black 12 8 Telescopes, from $1.60 to $12.30,

W. J. J. has several Turner Barrel Snider Rifles, with rifling in perfect order. Price $1 5.00.
These nfles originally belonged to some of the best rifle shots in England, prior to the adoption of
the Martini-Henri rifle. ~ They have been taken care of, and are practically as good as new.
150 several New Webley Barrel Saider rifles, shotand regulated {y thelate Frank Oshome.
These rifles were the favorite weapons among the volunteers of Great Britain, and were used by the
majority of competitors at Wimbledon, Price, $17.50.

{lustrated Price List Post Free on Application.

UNION METALLIC CARTRIDCE CO.,

BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

5

PEABODY MARTIN}

MANUFACTURERS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION OF

CENTRAL AND RIMFIRE AMMUNITION'

FOR MILITARY AND SPORTING USE.

Brass and Paper Shot Shells, Percussion Caps, Primers, etc., Black and
Pink Edge Gun Wadding of Superior Quality.

HARTLEY & GRAHAM,

AGENTS,
17 and 19 Maiden Lane, - - - NEW YORK
I[MPORTERS AND DEALERS IN ALL KINDS OF SPORTING GOODS, BREECH
AND MuzzLE T.0ADING SHOT GUNS, RIFLES AND REVOLVERS.

AGENTS:

Union Metallic Cartridge Co., Smith & Wesson Revolvers,

Bridgeport Gun Implement Co., ‘ Gatling Fire Arms Co.,
Colt’s Patent Firearms Co., - Remington Military Arms,
Lee-Remington Magazine Arms, :

And the celebrated Double-Attion Bull-Dog Revolvers.
CIRCULARS AND PRICE LISTS TO’f DEALERS ON APPLICATION.
!

¢ . .
THE “MAGPIE,”
" The Best and Cheapest Inanimate
Target Made,

To be thrown from Clay Pigeon Traps, makinE
1 Targets from 1 set of tr,aBs, viz: Magpie ‘blac|
B ind white bird), Niagara Black Bird and Clay
Yigeon (red). Send for Price List and Circulars of
Black Birds, Magpies and Target Balls, to

NIAGARA FLYING TARGET CO.,
. 1" Suspension Bridge, N.Y.
£F Sampie. Box of 100 Black Birds or Magpies for $1.

FIELDy MARTINI-HENRY RIFLES.

Government Viewed. Barrels are made of our Special non-fouling Steel.

GREATEST ACCURACY IN SHOOTING GUARANTEED.

] NS
; \\\\'f.,’/,\/*«ﬂ

&

P. O. Box 4s1.

SeLecTED Quality ...voiiiiiiiviiiiiinero.. 45 15 — Nett Cash at Works.
Seconp Quality...... i re e eiieeaiesaaens e 4 18 = o o
ExporT 2 10 — “ "

uality, not Government viewed........
Packing Box and Bag, 2s. 6d, each, extra.

Selected Quality Field Martini-Henry Barrels, Government Viewed, fit:ed for {2 17 6,
The following are a few Scores by Pte. M. Gilbert, of the Honorable Astillery Company, London,

made with our Rifle at 200, 500 and 600 yards:
April 18th, 1887.... ..... 32 3§ 3o—total g7 Sept, 16th, 1887.......... 31 33 3s—total 99
April z61h: 11.5.7 Nn 32 u-*" ¢ Oct. lgth,’1887 ........... 34 32 30— ' 96

Sergt. Bates, 15t Warick, at Newcastle All Comers’ Meeting, scored 100 with our Rifle.
We have great numbers of Teestir.ionials showing equally good results obtained with our Rifle.

FIELD RIFLE COMPANY,

WILLIAM FIELD, MANAGER,
Inventor of the Field Matca, Military and Spor{ing Rifle, also inventor of the Field Ham-
merless Rifle for Rook, Deer, Seal, &c., Shooting; &c.,

MANUFACTURERS OF EVERY Dﬁ%ﬁ?lg{l&?N OF MILITARY AND -SPORTING

KING ALFRED'S PLACE, - S.BIRMINGHAM, ENGLAND

Nlustrated Catalogue of Milita ry and SportingGuns on application.

-

-



