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«If] forget thee, O Jerusalem! let my right hand forget its canning.”?’—Ps. 137, v. 5.

SERMON,

By the late Rev. John Scott, of St. Maithew's,
Ialifax.

[The following sermon of the late Rev."d John
Scatt’s has been transmitted for publication. At
atime when the public have bheen interested in
the life, Jabor and character of the late hunented
pastor of §t, Matthew’s, by the news of his<death,
1t is helieved that one of his sermans will be e
ceptable to the readers of the Record. "The dis-
course has not heen selected as possessing any
fancied superiority to his other discourses, but
merely, as affording a specimen of the evingeti-
cal tone and accuracy which always characterized
is pulpit_etforts.}

“Blessed are the meck, for they shall inherit
the earth.”—MATTHEW V. §.

TnE beatitude of meekness !
in the first part of His Sermon on the Mount,
pronounces eight beatitudes, anl of these,
this beatitude of meckness is the third. e
shews who are happy—who are blessed. They
are they who are holy—they who have those
gracious dispositions which characterise the
people of God. Yes! let it be carefully ob-
served, that the beatitudes in the Saviour’s
sermon do not refer to any natural tempers
that may hear some resemblance to the tem-
pers intended ; but to holy dispositions pro-
duced by divine grace.  Let it be understood,
also, that these different payts of the Chris-
tian character are not to be separated, as if
a child of Go,1 might possess no more than
one ofthem. 'They arc anited in the believ-
er; and where one of them really exists, all
the others exist, though one of them may
more particularly distinguish the individual.

The Saviour,

} Thus, David was distinguished for his bro-
kenness of heart—Moses, for his mechiess.

It may further e remarked, that every
succeeding beatitude fitly follows the fore-
aoing one.  There is a beautiful connexion
between them,—one  beatitude leading, as it
were, to another.  Thus, he who is poor in
spirit, will be led to mourn in Zion—to
‘mourn with godly sorrow; and he who
mourns in Zion will be dispused to exercise
a spirit of meckness.  Humiliation before
God, and sorrow for sin, soften the heart
and render it meek.

Let me speak to you of Christian meckness..

Christian meckness, T have already observ-
ed. must be distinguiched from ratural tem-
per. There is a constitutional quietness of
spirit springing from a love of case, or from
“difeer in o sensibility and firmness.  The

meekness to which the blessing is annexed,
is not constitutionnl, but graciows. 1t is not
a temper naturally mild, but a truly Christian
grace wrought in the soul by the Icly Spirit.
A man who is only meek from constitution,
generally proves to be a timid and irresolute
man—one wholly unprepared to meet an
emergency —one unable to master a besetting
sin. But the man who has Christian meek-
ness, while he is geutle and forbearing, is
bold as a lion; he s self-possessed ; he pos-
sesses his soul in patienees  In the hour of
danger he is intrepid and bxave, calm and
composed, but ready and determined to main-
tain the right, to defend the tmuth, to do
battle in the cause of God. A wman who is
only meek constitutionally. is generally a
man of little sensibility—one who feels. not

nn
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an insult—one who is little affected by an

injury that is doue to him, and, therefore,

appears mild, forbeming, and without re-
Aé'ntmcnt. But the wan who has Christian
Meehness, ¢ ¢ 2 who, honwever sensitive he
may be natwradly —however keenly he may
feel an insult or an injury he bas reecived,
vet represses his negentwunt, forbears and
torgives.
passionate, but, through the grace of God,
he has learnt to restrain his anger, is ready
to return good for evily and shews a calm
unruffled spirit. Under afironts, revilings
and wrongs, which he receives from his fellow-
4reatures, he maintains a just composure of
mind, -considering that tﬂough man is the
immediate agent of such sufferings, it is
through the permission of God they have
]m\\‘cr to affliet him. e considers that God
1as a handd in what he suffers, and therefore
Aumbly wd quietly, without desire of re-
venge, submits to the will of God.
all atlficions from God, he is patient, <dm
aud resigneil,—for conscience tovwards fGod,
enduring gier.  He does not break outin a
wpirit of resistunce: he does not speak the
Tiguage of passion, attering repining com-

plaints and discontented murmurings; he
daes npt fly 1n the face of the dispensation;
he revereutls, complies with God's disposal; .

-—shewing ai! raeckness.
You sar, then, the distinetion between

Christian meckness and constitutionad meck-

ness.  Murk, now, the effect of grace on the
naturally meek wman, and on the naturally
passtonate man,

timid and frresolute; he is pliamt and y3dd-
ing, easily deterred from good, and easity

yersiaded to evil: but when he is comverted
-—when he 1eceives the grace of God into his |

dieart, while he retains his mildness and gen-
gleness, he acquires firmness and boldness,
and when under temptation, he Is umswerving
from the line of rectitude.

Baving been sencwad by the Holy Ghost.—

will «till he wehement, but his naturid vehe- |

mence will he softered into patience, and

give place to ealm deterssination, joined with |
a readiness to forgive, and a zealous earnest-
Grace nemoves what is

ness to concifiate.
jn excess, and imparts what Is wanting.

Thus, the nateradty timid man, through grace, .
will be bold and vehement in a righteous

cause; and the naturally vehement man,
while still vehement in the eause of God, will
be meck and forbearing in lis own cause.
Having thus described to jyou the nature
of Christian meekness, I would,n a sentence,

guard you against that misrepresentation and |
mistake so common among the men of the
world in regard to it. The men of the world |

are ready to confound the meckness of the
believer with meanness of spirit, and to de-

nounce it as inconsistent with the dignity of”

human nature,—~while, in truth, the believer's

He may he naturally quick and

nder!

He who is naturally mecek
and gentle, is, for the most part, naturally

On the other
hand, the naturally passionate man,—after ,

THE CHURCH OF 8COTLANU

: meekness shows a soul elevated above sordid
and angry passions—a soul self-possessed—
a soul paining a double victory, a vietory
1 over self, gud victory over those who opjoce
“themselses—the soft word, and loving ook,
melting, subduing, and bringing about recoun-
ciliation and peace.

‘The men ofthe world are ready to mistake
this meckness of the believer for timidity
and irresolution, while, in tiuth, the mee
man is he who forms his principles with the
utmost decision, and adheres to them with
the utmost firmness and inflexibility.

Let me refer you to examples of meekness
recorded in the Holy Scriptures. Moses, we
are told, was the meekest man on the face of -
the whole earth.  Yet Moses was remarkable
for his firmness, boldness and intrepidity.
, Witness his disregard of the wrath and pow-
, er of Pharvah—his approaching the tyrant's
/ presence—his  denouncing, with unaverted
"eye and with unfaliering tongue, the judg-
. ments of God on the king, his house, and his
. people; and as one who bade defiance to the
| razge and menace of the mighty monarch,
marching out of FEgyvpt at the divine com-
, mandment. Witness his opposing himself
to the whole body of the people of Israel,
when they made for themselves u calf in Ho-
reb, and wershipped the work of their own
hands.  How \'elxemeut he was in the cause
.+ "God! Yet this was he who was dead to
affronts, deaf to reproaches, and most patient
.mnder injuries.  Notwithstanding the extra-
ordinary honors put on him, ne was humble,
unassuming, forbearing and ready to forgive:
—an exampie of singular meekness,

. David was a great warrivi. When he was
wet a youth, he went out aguinst Goliath of
Gah, who defied the warmies of the living
God, and stew him.  But @ man of war as he
was, and at a season whea he was chafed in
» bis mind. on his being grievously cursed by
Shemed, his own subject, he meehly replied:
**Let him carse. beeause the Lord hath said
unto bim, Curse David.” Tle felt that the
Lord had appointed the chastisement, and
he did not desire to resist it.  What an ex-
ample of that n eekness which is not of na-
ture, but of grace! Yo e

The intrepid Paul, who stood forth and
declared the grand principles of true religion,
hefore proud and scoffing philosuphers on
Mars Iilt at Athens, and for the defence of
the gospel fought with wild beasts at Ephe-
sus—in all his contendings, with Gentiles
and with Jews, was remarkable for his meek-
ness. lear the account which he gives of
"the way in which he exercised his ministry,
God being his witness: “ I was gentle among
you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children.”

Above all. let me refer you to the great
exemplar, the Lord Jesus himself. In all
things He has the pre-eminence. Ile was
the perfection of meekness. How strongly
marked was this feature of Iis churacter!
, We read of the meckness and gentleness of
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Christ: “ When e was reviled, He reviled | vet only heirs—they have not yet attained

not again; when He suffered, e threatened | full possession.  They are here in their mi-

not.”  So it had been predicted of Tlim hy
the prophet ¢ Ie shall not ery. nor lift up,
unor cause His voice to be hewrd in the streets.
A bruised reed shall He not break, and
smoking flax shall He not quench. til) He
send forth judgmert unto victory”  Hear

His own words: * Tuke my voke upon you, !
and learn of me, for I am meck and lowly in |

heart.,”  Sensitive as was His nature, was it
ever ruffled by the folly, the clamour, the
rage of those arodnd Him? No. How

enalmly did He endure the eantradictions of |
sinners against Himself !—how meckly sub-
mit to the vilest indignities ! When accused |

of being in confederacy with evil spirits, He
answered only with mild and calm reasoning :
“If Satan cast out Satan, he s divided
against himself; how shall, then, his king-

 nority, nevertheless the consciousness that
_this earth belongs to them, brings with it a
certain feeling of possession,  They feel that
“they have arich and precious interest in the
centh. They anticipate the happiness of that
tine when they shall fully enjoy the inherit-
ance.  Meantime, wml till the time appointed
of the Tuther, they have all that they need.
" However poor they are in the world, they
Chave more actuad comfort than the men of
the world.  They have peace of conscience.
They have peace of mind.  They Lave coms
munion with Gud, s joy in the Holy Ghost,

Whatever temporal good thing they have,
it is sunctificd to them by the blessing of
| God.  T'he mueck are inleast danger of being
injured and disturbed in the possession of
L\\"lilt they have. ‘Their meekness renders

It secures to them

dom stand?* At His trial before the high | them beloved by uthers.
priest, when He was most injuriously treated, : that composure of mind which enables them
and, contrary to all law, was, in the face of | to delight themselves in the abundauce of
the court, struck by one of the high priest's | peace.  The masters of their own spirits,
officers, He but meekly replied: “If I have . thev can survey with pleasure all their Hea-
apoken evil, bear witndss of the evil; but if | venly Father's works here below ; they ad-
well why ¢mitect thou me?” And in all | mire them, and appropriate them, and make
His patient endurance, we sce the majesty of | them serve the high ends of their being.

His self-possession, His firmmess, His bold- | The Pralmist tells us that * the Lord will
ness, His zeal for the trath and the cause of | beautify the meek with salvation.”  He will
goodness. He was meek, yet He could as- | beautify them with temporal salvation, 1e
sert Ilis own dignity, and the honor of His . cuuses that those who have lien among the
Father—could confidlently demand of IHis | pots, should become as the wings of a dove,
adversaries: “Which of you convinceth me , covered with siher. Men may vilify and
-of sin®—could administer to them severe | asperse them, but God justifies them, and
reproof. answering his own question: “ Why | wipes off their reproach, so that they appear
o ve not believe me 2 —answering it thus: net only clear, but comely, before all the
* He that is of God heaveth God's words; ye. ! world, with the comeliness which e puts
‘therefore, hear them not, because ye are not

; upon them. Light arises to them out of the
of God. Ye are of your father the devil, and ; darkness.  In them is fulfilled the promise,
the lusts of your father ve will do.” i

At evening time it shall be light.” Their
Having thus consideved the nature of | end is peace.
Christian meckness, T have now to speak to |

The meek, then, even in the present life,
you of its ‘blessedness. “Blessed are the | are b]ossud-——’they inherit the curlth, and de-
meek.” Observe: it is not, they skall be  light themselves in the abundance of peace.
‘blessed ; ‘hut, they are blessed ; they enjoy a, But it is in the future state that we are to
present blessedness.  The meck have the, look for the perfect fulfilment of the promise.
promise of thedife that wow is.  They enjoy | When the Lord of glory shall wane the se-
iife as none ¢lse do.  The evils of life do not | cond time~ -when he shall have purified the
harm them; ﬂ)eﬂ_c storms. blow over them. en_ﬂh. and hcuutiﬁcd jt, and given it to be
31“(] the t;}znnd thm]g‘; of life :Ilw relished bi\' ;len;,med o ertll)y his sm;lts-—when ;h(l:]rc shall

em as they are by none others, inasmuch | have come the new heavens and the new
as they thitlk they ave undeserving of auy | carth, wherein dwelleth righteousness, which
thing good. they now earnestly look for—then shall the

They are 'Hlessed, for their’s is the promise, | meck inherit the enrth; they shall inberit it
“ they shdll nberit the earth.” Now this | literally —they shall inherit it actually; they
‘promise’has vespect not to the future only. | shall inherit it when their Lord shall have
hutto the present alfo. Fven now, the meek i elothed it with moe than its pristine beauty,
‘may he said to inherit tho. earth. }?f‘mg the , and when be shall have made it tl§e e\ er.lasts
children of ‘God, they arc the heirs of the  ing dwelling-place of righteousness and truth.
world; a1l hings are their's. “ All things . Then the people shall be all meek—they shall
are your's?” says the .Apostle to the Gen- | be all righteous ; they shall inherit the earth
tile rrnverts, * all things are your’s, whether | —they shall inherit tie land for ever,—the
Paul, or AApollos, or Cephas, or the world, ; branch of the Lord’s planting. the work of

or life, or death, or things present, or things !
‘20 -eomre, -dll are your’s, and ye are Christ's, l
andChrist is God's.” It is true, they are |

His hands that He may be glorified.
I shall now, my brethren, by way of prac-
tical improvement, direct you to the exercise
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of this grace—the grace of Christian Meck-
ness.

And 1st. Remember that before you can
exercise Christian meekness, you must be
converted—you must bhe bhorn agein—you
must have the spirit of Christ abiding in you.

Then sec that your meckness is habitual ;
tee that you are adorned with a meek and
quiet spirit, shewing vour works with meek-
ness of wisdom. 'The spirit of meekness may
indeed expose you to the contempt of the
world, but what overweighs the \\‘()rLl's opin-
ion is, it is with God of great price. What
though this dress be not the fashion of the
many, it is the fashion at Court—it is the
King's own fashion. *“T.carn of me,” says
He. “for I am meek and lowly in heart.”
And when e girds on His sword and rides
forth prosperously, it is for meekness and
truth and righteousness.

‘There are certain occasions on which vour

meekness is to be more particularly display- |

ed. Let me direct your attention to these:
1st. You must make your meckness appear
in withstanding oppoqftion. Lay your ac-
count with opposition.  All who will live
wodly in Christ Jesus must sutler persecution,
But be it your care to shew a meck and quict

spirit, heaping coals of fire on the heads of

vour adversaries to melt and soften them
down.

2ndly. You must make your meekness ap-
pear in restoring the offender—in restoring
an offending brother.  “ Brethren, if a man

be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual :

restore such an one.” But .ow? Inacross,
unkind, and scvere manner—in an angry and
wrathful temper? Noj; “ In a spirit of
meekness.” ‘Treat him not with harsh re-
bukes—with indignant reproaches—with a
haughtv and insulting carringe. But treat
him with all meekness——with all the meek-
ness and gentleness of Christ, in temper and
in manner. See that every feeling, every
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“of power, but of love,~not only of a sound
mind, but of a tender heart.  You must not
strive ; but, in meekness, instruct.  You must

! not fly out into invective because you address
unreasonable men. You must not storm,

- and use rough speech, because vou plead for
the truth.  The truth needs not the service
of passion.  Truth is served best by meek-
ness, and a dove-like spirit. ~ Your voice muy
falter with emotion, but it must not be the

"emotion of auger. It must be the emotion

. of earnes? concern and love.

I Yemeek! veare blessed.  You inherit the

“earth.  You frel an interest in all the world.

“You look on all your fellow-men with the
heart of a brother. You have all that the

- earth itself can supply,—who have foud and
raiment, and things suited to your station.

: You delight vourselves in the abundance of

' peace, for vour little, however small the mea-

' sure, is better than the riches of many wicked.

* Now are ve the sons of God, and it doth

'not yet appear what vou shall be, but vou

~know that when He shall appear you shall

-be like Iiim. for you shall see 1lim as He

His” At the last day e will say unto you:
© Come, ye blessed of my Father. inherit the
kingdom prepared for vou from the founda-
tion of the wosld.” In the better land—the

‘new earth—the heavenly Caanan—the pro-

~mised rest, you shall dwell, in everlasting

i felicity and joy.

————

Sketches from Church History.

SCOTLAND.

The Reformation.

Ir is impossible to assign a definite and
s distinet date to the Scottish Reformation.
1 We stand on some lofty eminence watchinz
i for the dawn ready to break o’er the eastern

look, every tone of anger, be suppressed. ) sky, yet we cannot note the exact period
Win him with the nieekuess of wisdom, and | when the night dies and the *Zay is” born.
the gentle persuasion of love,--making your { First come faint glimmerings of light shoot-
approach to him with a calm, composed spi- | ing upwards from below the horizon—then
rit.  'To seek to gain an oftending brother by | the glow gradually deepens, and the ruddy
vehement declamation—with great heat and | fiush grows warmcr untl the sun mounts un

passion, is to seck i r the Lord in the wind
and in the earthquake, rather than in the still
small vaice. Speak to the offender, not in
the spirit of those who would call down fire
from heaven, but in the spirit of meckness,—
that the still small voice of God may be heard,
and the offender convinced and restored.
Lastly. You must make your meekness ap-
pear in defending the truth. In meekness
mstructing those that oppose themselves.
When sincere inquiries are made respecting
vour principles and experience, be courteous,
and reply with civility. Be ready always to
give an answer to every man that asketh you
a reason of the hope that is in you, with
meekness and fear. State and defend the
truth in its own spirit,—the spirit not only

fand it is day. So was it with the light of
Divine Truth, rising gradually and grandly
over the rough mountains and deep glens of
Scotland to dispel the moral and spiritual
gloom, and usher in what has been justly
styled « the glorious Reformation.”

The Reformation, like every grand and
solid structure, was one of gradual progres-
sion. The death of John Resby——t}le mar-
tyrdom of Patrick Hamilton—the preaching
of John Knox and the final liberty of the
Kirk, succeeded each other in the order of
nature as well as in the order of time. 'The
struggle between light and darkness—truth
and error, was somewhat protracted as well
as intensely earnest. Scotland, in common
with Germany and France, had her Reform:
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ers before the Reformation—earnest, godly gled with Truth, and deriving its streagth
men, who saw the Truth and proclaimed it,  from the mixture. Were there no truth to
but, as * the time was not yet,” their voices  be found within it, the overthrow would not
were silenced by the strong hand of pover.  have been so difficult. ‘The creed of the Ro-
Still, they did a work and fulfilled their mis- manists erred through excess rather than de-
gion. They kindled a light which could fect. They held, and do still hold, many of
never be wholly extinguished.  Though not the grand fundamental truths of our holy re-
allowed to burn brightly in the open air. it ligion, but they hold them in common with
quietly smouldered away in private—in the so many untruths of human inventivn, that
hearts of the humble—in the quict homesteads * the power of the Truth is rendered negative,
in the distant glens and the mountain sheil- It is true the precious gem is there, but it is
ings, until the breath of the bolder chiefs of . so covered over with rubbish that in efteet it
the Reformation fanned it into a glorious is lost to the multitude. The work of the
flame. The last of the Culdees had disap- Reformers was to remove the rubbish and
peared; still, the people of Scotland, and : expose the gem—to bring the pure Word of
articularly about St. .Andrews, could not God in contact with the human conscience—
ave wholly forgotten their contest with the  to place in the hand of every man an open
Romish Hierarchy.  Indeed it has been ' Bible, that he might the.c find the grounds
thought, and we think justly. that suchlatent of the sinner's justification before God.
recollections had done much by way of pre-1 The Reformers saw, in the system of Pope-
paring the Scottish mind for the truths of the | ry, one of the most potent and perfect organ-
Reformation. izations. ‘The stronghold which they resolved
The battle that gained our freedom was not | to attack and overthrow, in the name and
fought in one day. XNo single company or . might of their Master, had heen consolidated
regiment can claim the whole honour of the " by the successive labours of centuries.  The
great achievement. On the contrary, under most cunning workmen had been employed
the guidance of the Head of the Church, , upon it. Buttress after buttress had been
compeny after company and regiment after added, and the foundations were laid broad
regiment marched onwards, through danger ' and deep, and the walls rose high and mas-
and death, un*il the citadel was taken and the sive.  Around it were gathered the associa-
mighty vanquished. And when the work | tions of ages. To its centre in Rome, kings
was over and the victory won, none wasmore and princes and nobles performed their pil-
ready than the General of each army to say | grimages, to bow at the shrine of St. Peter
“ Amen” to the declaration, ¢ Not by might, and kiss the toe of his successor. From the
nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the  throne of the Vatican, as a centre, the whole
Lord of Hosts.” of Western Christendom acknowledged the
Did we know nothing of that system against | authority of the Pope, and bowed to his
which the Reformers arose in all the might | mandate,—if we except the Waldenses in the
and majesty of Truth, except what can be | valleys of Piedmont and the Culdees cf Tona,
gathered from the turgid e{oquencc of the while tuey were still allowed to exist. The
modern platform, we would certainly be in-: anathemas hurled from TRome shook the
clined to despise it. The popular lecturer | thrones of kings throughout the whole of
may regard Popery as a mere card-castle ; Europe. It waspronounced sinful—not sim-
which must surely topple down before a puﬂ" ply to oppose, but even to question or doubt
of air—the Reformers did not. Protestant- | the Papal authority. So complete, indeed.
ism, like other grand questions, has suffered | was this marvellous organization, that even
and still suffers as much from its so-called , those doubts and questionings could be re-
friends as from its enemies. It is said that | ported at headquarters and measures taken
the cause of Slave Emancipation has heen ! accerdingly, The secret thoughts of the
much damaged by the intemperate zeal and | heart, indulged in the midnight silence of the
vapid declamation of Northern Abolitionists. | monastic cell or the bed-chambers of kings,
And certainly every intelligent lover of Pro- | could be reported at St. Peter’s in Rome. At
testantisin and of Freedom knows that much | the Confessional, sins of thougkt must be con-
said upon both is mere declamation —unsatis- | fessed, as well as sins of word and action.
factory to the intellect—unsuited for convin- | The Counfessor has instructions to report all
cing the understanding, however well adapted such, if they be important, to his superior,
for arousing the worst feelings and passions | and he, again, ¢ the next above him in rank,
of the human heart. Anger not being argu- | and so upwards, through Priest, Bishop,
ment, and bad names proving nothing beyond | Archbishop and Cardinal, until the secret 1s
the weakness of those who use them, the | safely lodged with ¢ the head of all the
Romanist may long remain unconvinced, and | Churches.” Thus it is. that the thoughts of
the Pope calmly dispense pardon in St. Pe- | a true Catholic in the Island of Cape Breton
ter’s, while no stronger weapons are used in | or the Island of Ceylon—in Nova Scotia or
the attack. The Reformers understood the | in Indiu—may be known and discussed at
strength as well as the weakness of the Pa- | Rome, while his nearest neighbors, nay, even
pacy. They knew and proclaimed it to be a| his own family, may know nothing of the mat-
system of Error, yet of Error strangely min- | ter. Yet this is but one instance of the sin-

1
i
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gularly compact and skilful organisation of |
the Romish Church. '
Still, the mighty fabrie was destined to re- |
eeive a shock which would for ever weaken
its power and mar its compact symmetry.
The voice of the Reformation sounded even
to Scotland, and the nation obeyed its eall,
and rose in itsemight, and burst asunder its;
fetters, and asserted its liberty. ;
In the Reformation contest, there wered
many 1ruths at issue between the Romish - i
crarchy and the Reformers.  They differed in
many things,—the number of points of differ-
ence always increasing, as the minds of the
lutter threw aside their former prejudices and
were enabled to understand the will of God
more fully.  Yet, undoubtedly, the principal
object around which they fought, and for
which they contended, was the Word of God.
We are indeoted, under God, to the Keform-
ers, for procliiming to the weary and heavy-
laden spirit, the holy and consolitary doctrine
of Justification by Faith. But weare doubly
indebied to them for handing down to us an
open Bible, where we can lear this, and eve-
ry other doctrine necessary for salvation.
‘Fhat every man should have his Bible—that
all Cheistians are priests to God—that the
humble spirit of the believer, under the guid-
ance of the Spirit of God, can understand
that word for the edification of his soul—were
truths for which they were ready to labor and
die. DBut, was the Romish Church in no mea-
sure guided by this? or, did she, neither in
lip nor in teaching, exemplify any of its spi-
rit?  We dare not say so—but we must say
that, together with the word was mingled such
an amount of superstitious observances and
traditional doctrines and folly, that the pure
word of life could scarcely be recognised ine
the distorted and polluted mass. The pure
streams of the waters of life, flowing down
through the channel of the Church for six-
teen centuries, had contracted many impuri-
ties, and became utterly unwholesome for the
thirsting soul.  Originally, it gushed, bright
and sparkling with life—cool, pure, and re-:
freshing from the rock. Yet, as it floned on- ‘
waids, oth ricing ont of the impure |
s0il of the human heart, had flowed into it, as !
it flowed downwards: the number of such
streams increased, until, at length, its waters !
bhecane pestilent.  The aim of the Reformers ;
was to lead mankind backwards to the stream |
of living waters, gushing freshly from the,
rock, or,in other words, to give them the,
unadulterated words of our Lord and His
apostles. This, through the grace of God, .
they effected, and, no sooner did mankind |

or etraome

O oaLréams,

THRE MONTHLY RECORD OY THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

It has, of late ycars, become somewhat
fashionable for Protestants of a particular
order, and of somewhat latitudinarian views,
to speak kindly of the Romish Church; and
it is well, provided the wuth be not sacrificed
at the shrine of what is supposed to be chari-
tyv.  Yet the tendency seems to he a reaction
from_a very different state of things.—from

s that Tabid and intolerant spirit which can ac-

knowledge no particle of virtue or goodness
in an opnonent.  Still, as a reaction, it goes

1 in a contrary direction, and to such an extent

as Truth does not seem to warrant.  Lord
M‘Aulay is certainly an instance of this kind,
His sparkling periuds and striking untithesia
aive us a rather fayvourable view of the Church
of the * derk ages.,”  Indeed, he would lead
us to conclude that the phase of Christianity
the Church then presented, and the specizl
organization of that Churel, was more suited
than any other, for curbing and governing
the fievce and rude spirits with which that
Church came int> contact. Ife points out
how the lamp of learning kept burning in the
monasteries, when the outer world was in
darkness, and how the institutions of the
Church formed an asylim for the weak and
oppressed, when other refuge t.iey had none.
This, certainly, is one side of the picture. If
we tarn to the other, however, we will find it
dark enough. TFor, was not the Church her-
self very far responsible for the existence of
that fierceness cf spirit and that rude ignor-
ance, that characterised this gloomy portion
of history? Is it high praise to say that the
clergy were not wholly illiterate, when they
ought to have laboured, not only to be men of
learning themselves, but to disseminate that
learning throughthe length and breadth of the
land?  Did the Church exert herself to fulfil
the mission assigned to her by her Divine
Master and Head? Is she not, in a great
measure, responsible for that comparatively
stagnant portion of History, which, notwith.
standing all that can be said in its favor, was
a period of gloom and great darkness! We
believe she is, and thet, by departing from
the simple and earnest faith and the pure
teaching of our Lord and 11i; Apostles, she
lost the secret of her strengt’ and vitality,
and became powerless in influencing the ele-
ments around her. As to the Chureh, with
her acknowledged corruptions, being most
suitable for that time, or for any time, we can-
not, for a moment, tolerate the thought. The
simple and pure word of God—the example
of Clrist and His Apostles—that form of
Christianity appointed by our Lord, not for
| nne age, but for all ages—must cver continue

drink of the fresh and cooling stream, than  to be the most powerful engine for pulling
they experienced a new impulse and a new | down * the strongholds of Satan,” and scat-
energy, which has since carried them mighti- ! tering light and blessedness broadeast, down
Iy onwards in the march of progress. God the whole ficld of human history. On this
grant that the stream may long retain its pu- | sulject, we have no right to philosophise.
rity and its healthy vigor, for the well-being , Supposing we know IHeaven’s plan, we dare
.of Protestantism and the progress of the; not adopt aplan of our owninvention. That
world! must be * the best” plan, which the Master
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ordered and sanctioned, and, had the Church
followed closely her marching orders, the
world would have been (humauly speaking)
at least tive centuries further advanced on the

rond of progress, and the struggles of the

Reformation might have been avoideld.
( To ie Continued. )

S. M. G.
Wiest B. E. Rivig, 13th Feb, 1864.

O ———
Prayoer Mootings.

A CONGREGATION without a regular pray-

er meeting is in as bad a state as a congre- |
gation without a reguiar minister.  ‘There
econot be much picty in it when it is satis- .

fied to remain without the one or the oth-
er. And as with the congregation, so is it
with the individual.  When there is no family
worship in his house, you may infer that he
knows nothing of private prayer, and that
means, that there is no real piety in his heart.
And when he invariably absents himself from
the congregational prayer meeting, you may
almost surely infer that he raises no family
altar, or that he goes through the duty in a
cold profunctorySmanner. No prayer, no
piety; no outward, no inward worship, are
rules that apparent exceptions only prove.
You quote to me Christ’s denunciations of
formalism, of the Pharisees’ long prayers,
and his teaching concerning the necessity of
worship in spirit. True; but did not Christ
attend temple and synagogue services, spend

whole nights in prayer, and teach his disci- |

ples how to pray? But, granting that con-
gregational prayer meetings are desirable,
both as manifesting and as quickening the
vitality of the congregation, it must at the
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| objection as an_argument aguinst extempore
¢ prayers is clearly worthiess, when we know
, that prayer meetings where a liturgy is used
" fuil much more decidedly in all the respects
we have alluded to, than our Presbyterian
mectings or those of our Methodist friends
where free prayer is encouraged. T have
| gone toservices where “piayers areread,” and

have oftener found the audience consist of
l only half a dozen or a score of old dames
|

and fashionable voung ladies—the former
i brought there from a sense of duty, the lat-
"ter from a sense of what is due to the Curate,
v and both beeause they had nothing else to
d..,—than any representative of the true piety
and manhoad of the congregation. \Vhere-
in, then, lies the cause of our comparative
fatlure? I answer,

Ist. In the manner in which the service
is generally conducted. It is not sufliciently
interesting, and it is not sufliciently sponta-
i neous.  The minister has not always a clear
i idea of what he should aim at, and his lay
assistants often err still more grievously,
The minister errs when he commences with a
i long regulation prayer, or when he omits the
(reading of the Word of God, or when he
i preaches a formal sermon, or—worse still—
' when he goes entirely unprepared. His ad-

| dress should differ widely frony what he givea

)
!
t
!
I
!
;

in his Sabbath services; it should be more
; conversational and  discursive.  Once a
; month he might make it bear on_ Foreign
| Missions, giving information respecting some
special field, as far as possible 2 history of
l its past and present. On the next evening,
he might take up some congregational object,
the Sabbath School, the amounts raised for
various purposes and how and by whom the
work is done, or speak of Home Christian
work in general, the ragged schools, or other

same time be admitted that there are few | such agencies for good in city or ccuntry.
Churches in which we find the praver meet- | On the fullowing week, his address might be
ing in the state in which it ought to be, or !from the Psalms, cultivating the devotional
doing che work that might reasonably be ex- | spivit of his people by opening up to them
pected.  Fix on the nist suitable evening of ' those true models of devotion, and stirring
the week and the musi suitable hour, yet as { them up to a warm earnest Christian life by
a rule the attendan.¢ is scarcely a tithe of | contrast, by appeal, by anecdote, speaking
what it is on the S.bbath, the attendance of | trustfully to them straight out from his heart.
mples is not wu-h more thana tithe of the | On the fourth week, he could allow himself a
number of fuwules present, there are few | conisderablelatitude; either exchanging with

young men tu be seen, and we are half-dis-
posed to acknowledge that the whole pro- |
ceedings are not such as to attract the absen- |
tee parties. The reason of all which, says
the Episcopalian, is that extempore prayers,

. some friend, or taking up some subject of
hassing interest, or on which he himself feels
Lecnly, or giving an exposition of what our
Lord says on prayer, or even a regular ser-
mon. But of whatever nature the address

especially the unconnected effusions of lay- | be, it should be genial, practical, devotional,
nen, are weary and unprofitable; that they |, and not exceeding fifteen or twenty minutes
sound blatant to manly, and irreverent to re- | in length. DBut now we come to the errors
fined minds; and that they soon become stale | of the laymen who take part in prayer meet-
and uninteresting to all but to the few who | ings, and we may sum them all up in the one
find & soul of goodness in all things, even in | charge that their prayers are too long. I
twaddle. And truly we have sometimes | speak this advisedly, after having had much
heen doomed to listen to wordy involved , experiencg of many kinds of prayer meetings
iteration, scolding harangues—to aimless, | in many Churches. Before we have any
meaningless, wearisome orations, which went | right to call our assemblage a prayer meet-
under the name of prayers. DBut still the ;ing, there ought to be prayers from four or
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five different persons.  But this is generally

reudered impossible by the long formnal pray- -

ers which each one thinks himself bound to

ive. Fach one seems to think that Ire must
imitate the regular ministerial prayer, going
through all the set parts of adoration, thanks-
Living, confession, and supplication. He

forgets that lonf prayers are much more un-"
aymen than from ministers '
whose language is presumably correct, whose .

bearable from
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* hension, let me add that the above remarkn
refer to the city rather than to the country
congregations. I would be glad to hear, or
to see in the Record, any further suggestions
from persons qualified to express an opinion
on the subject. For I know nothing more
important to the well-being of a congregation
than to have a prayer wmeeting in which all
the members take a lively interest, instend
of the dead-and-alive, barren sort of thing

thoughts, if from habit and professional call- -

- that is the common type.
ing ulone, are generally connected.

Wetalk i
of the sameness of liturgical prayers. But!
what sameneass will pail so much as to hear i
three or four men on the same evening going |
over substantially the same ground in a more i _

or less confused and inaccurate manner.; ITis a pity that such epithets should ever
The minister who presides will naturally open * be conjoined in describing a charucter. Re-
the mecting with a regular comprehensive ! ligion ought to be lovely and attractive, and
prayer. Itis then the duty of the others' to correet, or, at least, to obscure by its su-
who are called on, not to go over the same : perior light, whatever of natural unloveliness
ground, hut to impart new life and freshness | belongs to o man.

to our thoughts, by asking at the throne of :  And, surely, such a union of qualities is
grace for something that has really been! never among Christians! 'This must be one
‘pressing on their minds, something that they ' among the many hard sayings of malicious
feel impelled to utter, and then to have done ! people, who are always ready to carp at men
gracefully and reverently. Ionce presided at ( prochsing godliness.  Christian men and
a soldier’s prayer meeting, and when my re- ; women are surely never disagreeable! They
marks were concluded, I asked them to en- ! are not, whoever else may be, irritable, sour,
gage in prayerin their usual way. One com-  or cross-grained. They have their tempers
menced, another €ollowed, then a third, and | under habitual contro!; and if, on any rare oc-
then a fourth; each different from the other; . casion, they are overmastered by passion, the
eacli in an humble, reverent, carnest voice; . fault is bitterly lamented and frankly confes-
and the time occupied by the whole four was : sed  Surely, they are “gentle, an< easy to
lessthanten minutes. Trulyit was refreshing. : be entreated.”

Has. 1N sIC.

e () e

‘¢ Pious but Disagreeabls.”

2nd. The other cause of the comparative |
tailure of our prayer meetings lies with our peo- |
ple. Ifthey would attend, the other evils;
would be gradually amended. But they do |
not attend, simply because their piety is at a -
low ebb. They would go to a lecture, a con-
cert, a dinner or tea-party, toa soiree, but :
prayer meetings they invariably, systematic-
ally, resolutely discourage by holding aloof
from them with icy firmness. I am not say-
ing that it is the duty of every member of:
the congregation to attend the congregation- |
al prayer meeting every week. Sometimes .
unexpected business must be attended to, or’
the night is dark and wet, or the distance is
mreat, or the family claims attention. But
I certainly say that it is the bounden duty,
of every member of a christian congregation
to take an interest in every scheme, every
agency for good, every developement of the -
Christian life of the Church, and that there-
fore it is his duty to attend the prayer meet-
ing sometimes, yea, as often as he convenient-

It would be very pleasant to affirm all this
and give an indignant denial to any who de-
clared ihe contrary. But there are people,
we must admit, possessing many excellencies,
—sincere, honourable, earnest in Christian
work,—whom we cannot help disliking.
‘There is a sourness zbout their temper, not
to say a sullenness about their disposition,
which repels us. "They damage a good cause
by engaging in it in a bad spirit; they spoil a
good work by doing it in a bad way Per-
haps they rebuke some offender ; but there is
more of the carnal, than of the spiritual, in
their tone and bearing. ‘They encourage some
mourner; but it is done very coldly, as if
there were none of the sweet essence of ju-
man kindness in their hearts, and no sympe-
thy with human sorrow. They work with
you; but you must handle the tools as do
they, and lay the stones after their fashion,
or you are either assailed with perpetual fault-
finding, or left to pursue your task alone.

o

They travel with you on the heavenly way;

ly can. If he did, his minister’s hands would ! but unless you go’ at their pace, and be con-
be strengthened, and his own soul revived, ' tent with their notions of a pilgrim's life,
and the congregation would grow in strength | yoar fellowship with them is anything but a
and beauty,—an enclosed garden watered . source of joy, and your burdens are by no
by the river of God, the springings thereof ! means lightened.

bfessed with the daily dew and the early and ! It is wonderful that some professing Chris-
the latter rain. ' tians command no respect, and seldom bring

HabITANS 18 sicco. i peace and sunshine where they move ! They

P. S.—Thet there may be no misappre-

are always giving people a “bit of their
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mind ;" and a very hard, indigestible * bit” it
is. The minister wants *stirring up ;" and
so they set themscives to doit by illiberal
criticisms and repeated irritations. Their fel-
low-members are growing lukewatm, and far
too worldly ; and so they are frequently pray-
ing at them, and giving them * a goud talk-,
ing t0.” We know people who are always
throwing stumbling-stones in the way of
others, and nindering the best enterprises. |
Officiel meetings of the church are seldom |
quiet and loving if they are present. They .
are almost sure to introduce an element of |
discord.

All this is, verily, a sere evil. But the
worst is, that many of this class of people es-
teem their very faults to be excellencies, their
very vices to be virtues. They never stand
for half-measures. They deal truth right and
left, careless whom it may please or offend.
They * have no patience with those who are
soft and honey-tongued with offenders.” ‘They
“cannot bear the silly sentimentalism of
some people.” They “always make a point
of speaking out, and meaning what they say ;"
and, for their part, they * never mince mat-
ters with anyone.”

We are quite sure of this. They have no
need to reiterate that which is so painfully
obvious. We quite understand them, ana,
moreover, find such things hard tobear. And
we think, and are candid enough to say, that,
with all their zeal for God, and all their good
points of character, they are just a little, and
perhaps more than alittle, disagreeable. And
we deem that it would be a little better for
the cause they profess to serve, if they would
get some of tgese sharp corners of their’s
rounded off, and seek to have their sourness
sweetened with a gentlenesss and forbearance
which an old Book wsets forth as essential to
the Christian character.

We might ask, and in no unkind spirit,
What right have such persons to be always
intruding their “ why and wherefore,” and
raising objections to every scheme which is
not of their own devising, or about which
their dpinion has not been specially asked ?
Hes it never occurred to one of this unamia-
hls class, that he is repeliing, rather than at-
tracting, those around him? If a parent, he
is teaching his children to dislike the very
name of religion, and to shrink from its ha-
bits and duties. If moving in any large cir-
cle, he is exerting an evil influence, and often
as certainly and injuriously as the ungodly
and the sinner. Does it never strike our cen-
sors that they themselves need some improve-
ment? Burely they might, very profitably
for themselvec, and very much to the comfort
of their fellows begin to “look at home.” It
would be a happy day for themselves if they
could learn that the chief grace of Christiani-
ty is love ; and that love “ hopeth all things,”
*“believeth all things,” and “endureth all

things.”
Good people will never be all alike. So
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lnng as there are differences in natural tem-
perament, disposition, and halit, so long will
there be differences in opinion, and in the
modes of doing Christian work., But then
every follower of the Saviour ought to be gen-
tle and loving, and, in & word, Christ-like, in
spirit and bearing.—No Christiun vught to he
of so thorny a nature, tiat on toucking him
you always get sharply pricked. A man may
be sober without being severe, and strict in
his principles without being morose. Ile
may *sit in heavenly places with Christ,” and
yet move kindly and sympathizingly among
men. He may hate sin, and yet be patient
and gentle with the siuner. He may bave
his treasure and his heart in heaven, and still
share in the innocent joys of earth. He may
he separate from sinners, and yet not seem to
say, * Stand by thyself; Iamn holier than
thou.”

“Is not one great need of our times the
cultivation of a Christian temper? Is there
not s call for living illustrations of the power
and beauty of Christianity? Let every oue
of us prayerfully and sedulously cultivate in
himself the spirit of love.—Meth. Magasine,

—
Snow.

FasT the flaecy fiakes are falling
Covering all things high and low,
Over mountain, over valley,

Like God’s blessings falls the snow.
Not a breath of air is stirring,

Nor is heard a sound or cry,

But the soft flakes, whirring, whirriag,
Like a flock of doves from high.

Lo ! as far ag the horizen,
Everything is white with snows;
Earth is like a mighty snow-ball,
Gathering, gathering as it goes :
And the clouds cre thickly mifiling
Round the sun their folds of grey,
Lest the blaze of his fierce countenance
Melt the flakes upon the way.

In no purple vesture gliding
Westward, hies the god of day,

But in clouds and shadows hiding,
Sad, he seeks his downwaid way.
Now, the earth is like a maiden
Shrouded in her robes of white,
Buried in the grave of darkness,

In the gloomy vault of night.
Heavenly messenger! I hail thee,
Welcome to this nether world ;

But alas! I must bewail thee,

‘Thus untimely earthward hurled ;
For the south wind shall assail thee,
With her warm and misty breath,
And the sun shall gaze upon thee,
Ah, beware! his gaze is death;
And thy form so pure and heavenly,
All distained and vile shall lie,
Mixed with earth. the earth shall drink taee,
Till thou turn to blackest dye.

But thou shalt not linger alway

In this lonesome earthily prison,
For in vapours, thy pure spirit

Shall regain its native heaven.

Ah! methinks we are like snow-flakes,
Not so pure, but frail as they;
Weak and tiny, helpless creatures,
When first cast on life's dark way.
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Soon the winds of sorraw gather,
And our helpless forms assail ;
We are driven hither, thither,
Like the snow bhefore the gale ;
And the sun of Tune beats on us,
Never ceasing, day by day,

And the sins of earth distain us
Till we melt in death away.

But if we with sin have striven,
‘With a humble, trust..g mind,
Ged will draw our svuls to heaven,

Leaving all of earth behind. D. McE.

Havipax.
e Qree—

A PAGE FOR SABBATH SCHOLARS.

The Rag Party.

« QO girls! T have something to tell you,”
cried Luey Allen, coming into the school-room
one morning long before nine o'clock.  The
girls who had beer gathered in groups, either
talking or studying. all looked up as Lucy
went on to saf, * Mother says I may invite
you all to my house to a rag party, next Sa-
turday ; won't it be nice?”

“ What is a rag party ?” asked Alice.

“ \Why, Alice! don’t you know,” said Em-
ma; *“It's a party to cut and sew rags fora
carpet ; i's real fun; I mean to go if mother
will let me.”

“ A rag party !” said Kate, very scornfully ;
“who ever heard of such a thing! My ma
won't allow me to sew rags. 1 don’t think
it is very genteel.” '

The tears came into Lucy’s eyes at this un-
kind speech ; but sie *~ied not to appear hurt,
only saying, * but, Kate, this is to dv good,
and we needn’t be ashamed of that.”

% No indeed!” said Julia, putting her arm
Jovingly around Lucy :  but what are you go-
ing to do with the carpet when it is finished,
Lucy?”

“Why, vou know the oli lady who has
moved into the little cottage at the foot of
our lane, and has only her little grandson
living with her; well, mother went to see
her the other dav, and says she is real poor,
there is no carpet on the floor, and she told
mother she couldn’t afford to get any now,
because the boy had no work. When mother
told me, I thought right away ahout the rag
carpet tha* I saw Aunt Betsey Hall making,
‘and it is such easy work that Annie and.I
thought we would try and make one as a pre-
sent for the old lady.”

¢ Good ! that’s a first rate idea !” said Nel-'

lis,“and you are going to let us all come and
help yvou.”

“Yes, if you would like to: we can begin
at two o'clock and sew till tea-time, then af-
ter tea mother says we may play and have
some music ; 8o it won’t be so very ungenteel,
Kate, after all.”

I don't think I can come,” said Kate.

“Well I do; don’t you girls?” said Juiia.
#Yes;” “sn do ! “and I”; “and IV
acied the girls, one after another.
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“ Next Saturday. then, at two o'clock;
don't forget,” said Lucy, just as the bell run
to call them to order.

Saturdny came; a brigh, sunny day; just
such a Soturday as school-gitls lihe. Lucy
and her sister were early at work, getling
! their raga ready for the sewing party.

They were all there, puncrually at two
o'clock 3 a happy, industrious litue company,
very pleasant to look upon. They worked
busily, and walked busily—as girls alwavs do
when they get together; but no one spoke
an unkind word about the absent Kate, for
they all felt that she would be “ sorry enongh®
after all at not having a hand in this pleasant
little Tabor of love.

“Can you find time to eat these ?” asked
Mrs. Ailen, coming in after an hour or iwo
with a dish of fne apples.

“ No, ma'ma,” replied little Susan, who
was trying very hard to * make the most,”
and had sewed her fingers several times in
her haste.

The larger girls laughed, and ¢id not seem
very unwilling to rest by eating the apples.
When the tea-bell rang they counted their
balls and found they had made twenty-eighs.

* Almost enough for the carpet,” said La-
! ey, jorfully; « O, am so glad!”

* How many does it take ?” asked Alice.

i “Forty. I believe; you know we do not
,wanta large carpet”
. Tt was a merry party at the tea-table that
i evening ; one mignt easily tell, by their satis-
 fied and happy faces, that they had been do-
| ing a good work.
i How they enjoved eating Mrs. Allenw's
} “ goad things ;" and how kind Mr. Allen was
!'and what funny stories Lucy’s brother George
, told, and pretended he fel: very much offend-
, ed because they had not invited him to help

them sew.

Then after tea they had some pleasant

" games ; and last of ail, Mrs. Allen played on
, the piano, and they sang all together beforo
, §oing home.
. “ Why, mother, it was just the nices: party
"Tever went to!” said Emma, when she roach-
. ed home.

“ Aud not a bit ungenteel, eithcr,” said her
; sister Sarah, laughing.  And they both went

to bed, thinking how happy a:. i comfortable
" the poor old lady and her graadson would bs,
. when the new carpet was put down in their
. humble room.
. “If Kate only knew how happy it makes us
, feel when we do gond to others,” thought Lu-
ey, as she read her chapter that night and
, came to the verse * Inasmuch as yve have dons

it unto one of the least of these my brethren,

ve have done it unto Me.”

o>
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z A Word to the Boys.
i

God put the oak in the forest, and the pine
"on its sand and rocks, and says to men,
* There are your houses ; go hew, saw, frame,
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B.id, make. God builds the trees; men sentiments. Instead of speaking confidently
Hust build the nouse. God supplies the | of his own personal salvation, he is ra-
mber; men must construet the ship.  God | ther prone to apply severe and subtle testr
Huries iron into the beart ol the earth; men which keep him aumble and ever desirous of
Bust dig it, and fushion it.  What is usetul greater attadnments in holiness. A mun who
For the bodv, and, still more, what is useful ' is much at Court will show this, rather by hix
2 the mind, is to be had only by exertion— . zeneral bearing than by boasting of Royalfa-
gertion that will work men more than ivon | vours.  So these men, by the whole tone of
f, wrought—that will shape men more than | their religious life, show that they are oftes
Himber 1s shaped.  Clay and rock are given in the presence-chamber of the Alnighty, but
B, not brick and square stones.  God gives | they seldom speak of such personal commu-
s no clothes—He wives flax and eotton and . nion.  In Nova Seotia there is no complain:
Bheep.  1f we would have coats on our backs, I of the institution of the * men” undermining
Eye must take them off our flucks, and spin . the iufluence of ministers, «s in Scotland.
. The very reverse is the case. 'The hands of
mimsters are greatly strengtheuned, and thes
kept the people united aud true to the Churcl
‘of Scotland, when, without them. all migiu
he ¢ Ceist’ Day in Pictou County, y have been lost. I 2 new country, where
Nova Scotia. : material interests are apt to engross the minds
E » of the peonle, it is uf the greatest importance
B Huen MinLer has made the ceist day fo-, that religious conferences and  theologicu
Eniliar to every Scotchman, but as I never had ; studies should be encouraged among the
fin opportunity of being present on any such | people.
Poccasion in Scotland, I gladly seized an op- | The present state of Nova Seotia _remind~
rtunity at Saltsprings, Nova Scotin. All j one of the best days of Scotlnd.  One of the
Eahe proceedings were in Gaelic. The Rev. i ministers told me that in his parish. about 2u
“\r. Sinclair presided. He commenced the | miles square and inzluding a very laryre popu-
ervices in the usual way, and then called on § lation, he believed there were not more
me one present to propose a ceist or ques- | than six houses in which there was not family
bion.  The ceist is simply the thesis to which | worship morning and evenipg; and the wor-
Bl must speak. It is always founded on a | ship of these Ilighlanders i> not mere formal-
Ehassage of Scripture.  After waiting for some y ity They throw their whole soul into the
Etime, a man stood up and gave the passage, | exercise. and there is such carnestuess that the
2 Let us join ourselves to the Lord in anymost careless cannot but Le solemmized.
Eeverlasting covenant,” and the thesis founded | Fiery prayer. too,is « body of divinity ; anJ
Elon this passage was, * The marks of thuse | this style, though too theological for the pre-
Bthat join themselies to the Lord.” By this  sent day. has been eminently serviceable ix
Etme the minister had looked round the i maintaining for many a long day the pecaliar
Fichurch, and marked down the names of those | ty pe of Scottish piety.  Every neal furnishes
esent who would be expected to speak.;a new opportunity for spiritaal refreshing, for
his is a delicate task, as the parties selected | the grace is not a few set formal words pro-
Bmust be men of eminent godliness. Tt does ; nounced without uny cunscious recogution of
not matter huw cleverly a man speak if he is ; the Father of mercies: it is an act of grate-
Inot 2 man of piety. No one ventures to speak | ful devotion, and there is always sume new
Flunless called upon. “There were in all six | turn of thought which arrests the attention
Bspeakers—the older men being first called {and aids the devotional feeling.  Here one
bjupon. They all displayed much natural elo- | felt that he was breathing a relizious atmor-
Hquence, but it was only the eloquence of ear- | phere; religion was felt to be the main busi-
Eoestness.  They all seemed to speak as inthe | ness of life. On every suitable oceasion.
g presence of God, and the people listened, not | was introduccd —but introduced in such a wa
4in the spirit of mere curiosity, but reverenti- | as to show that it formaed the usual tenor of
Hally and with bowed heads. They sometimes ; the people’s thoughts.  Sume might thin.
i take up subtle theological points, but the chief | this religion too polemicid or seetarian, us
Mobject of such meetings is self-examination, ; is mingled with an ardent attachment to th
 preparatory to the Sacrament of the Lord's . Church of their fathers.  But Scottish piety
Supper. The themes are generally points of . has always flourishe:l 1n proportion to the
¥ experimental religion. But these meetings ; Church life of the people. The more they
i differ widely from the Wesleyan class meet- | loved their Zion, the truer were they to then
K ings at which experimental religion is discuss- . God.—Memo. by £ incipal Leitel in Cuntida
Hed. At the latter each individual gives his ' Presbylerian.
Eown personal experience ; at the Iligh-!
b land ceist, the speaker never introduces self. .
5 He §hr1nks from any display of God's sgeret | Preciousness of the Bible illustrated
3 dealings with his soul ; still all his spiritual ; —
: wisdom is based on his own personal experi- ' Mr. Alex. Ruscell, Aeent of the Nova
H +nce, and it is this that gives weight to his, Scotia Bible Scciety, and Culporteur for tue

—_—
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Ladies’ Branch, relates the following anec-
dotes :—

A short distance from River John village,
I entered one day a very poor house, inhabit-
ed by & widow with several children. So
poor was it that I almost felt sure as I en-
tered, there would be no Bible. There was,
however; and the poor woman was almost
offended at my question * Have you a Bible ?”
as she answered, ** We would not keep house
without a Bible.” Leaving some tracts [ de-
parted. Passing another day, the woman
hailed me from the donr, said she wanted to
purchase a Bible for her son, and expected
to have the money the following day. T left
e Bible, and promised to call. Whan I en-
tered on a subseguent day, the woman sor-
rowfully told me she had been disappointed
1 getting ‘money, and taking up the Bible
to hand it back, the tear starting to her eyes
as she did so, I told her to keep the Bible,
and give it to her boy, and the only psyment
1 would ask was that he would daily read a
portion of it. I wish you could have seen
1he look of gratitude which that mother gave
when she knew that the Bible would be pos-
sessed by her boy.

On that same roac I called at another very
poor house. The hushand was absent. The
mother told me they had a Bible. I gave a
testament to one of the children and depart-
ed. Passing that road on a subsequent day,
fiom the door of the house (which was a
short distance from the road) I observed a
man running to meet me, with a book in his
hand. Itwas a Bible, one of those ill-bound
books which soon give away. Thecover and
ithe contents ot the book had parted, and he
had come to see if I could direct him, as he
sxpressed it, “ to fix it.” I gave him some
simple directions, and ascertaining it was all
the Bible he had, gave him another of laiger
print.  The poor man wasexceedingly grate-
tul, yet reluctant to take it. He had only,
he said, come o see if I could direct him how
to bind his. Bible. Itold him to keep the
Bible. Well, he had nothing to pay. But
would 1 come in and have a cup of tea,
Thanking him but deciining his inviwtion,
for my time was then very limited, I pro-
ceeded on my journey.

———

Death of the Rev. Andrew Lock-
head, M. D.

WE regret to record the death, from ty-
phus fever,of the above much respected gen-
tlem:an, which took place on Tuesday last.
Dr. Luckhead, who was 2 native of Paisley.
atudied for the ministry, and after being li-
consed, removed to British America, where
he held a charge in connection with the
Church of Seotiand.  Obtaining the appoint-

ment of Chaplein to the prison here, he re- | labours there. The Presbytery hi hly ap-§
turned to this country a few years ago, and ; prove of this report, and direct its publicatios
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hae since discharged the onerous duties of 1}
office with much zeal, and an earnest desin$
to be useful. By carefully husbanding i
time, personal sacrifices, and indomitable pe.
severance, he was ahle to attend the medix§f
classes in Glasgow College, and obtained t
decree of M. D. Dr. Lockhead was a
of sterling honesty, thorough independeny
of character, and enlarged benevolence. H§
unflinching expression of his consciention

convictions, though it might give offencenj]
the fastidious, and was not always in keepiy
with the conventionalities of an artificial stay
of society, commended him to all who coull
distinguish and appreciate, even under a roug)
exterior, moral and intellectual excellene
By his influence mainly public smpathy wy
aroused towards the class of female * unfof
tunates,” and a female House of Refuge e
tablished ; and as long as he ¥as permittet§
he gave the institution efficient and hean
support. For some time past his leisure hul§
been devoted to gratuitous visitation of th
sick, and it is to be feared he has caught i
fection attending fever cases. Dr. Lockhed
was only in his 46th year. He has left
wife and two children, who are at present iy}
Prince Edward’s Island, British America-§
Glasgow Mail.

————

THE CHURCH IN NOVA SCOTIA

Presbytery of Halifax.
HALIFAX, 3rd February, 1864. ¥

The Presbytery of Halifax met accordinf
to appointment, and was duly constituted. |
Present—Rev. G. M. Grant, Moderator;§
Rev. Messrs. Martin, Boyd, Stewart, anijg
Philip, ministers; Messra. Marshall, Fen k&
ner, and Cruikshank, Elders. K
Mr. Martin reported that owing to infirn§l
health he had not been able to be employel
in ministerial duty since last meeting. :
A committee was appointed, consisting ui
Mr. Martin, the Moderator, and Mr. Bren-§
ner, the Mcderator convener, to consider the
expediency of providing missionary supplia[
for the stations around Halifax. ;
Mr. Stewart reported that he had been fu-
ly employed at Musquodoboit and adjuntg
stations, in his ministerial work. He laid o}
the table £5 of arrears from Musquodoboi,
and £4 to the Presbytery’s Home Missioa
Fund, and slso intimated that the sum pro-§
mised for the half year now expiring, woull &
be very shortly on hand. The Preshyterr @
direct e clerk to intimate to St. Aundrew's
Church, Musquodoboit, that the congregatios §
are strictly enjoined to fulfil the paymen g
promised, before the next meeting. Mr
Philip also reported that he had been stead:§
Iy engaged in his work in and arcund Truro,]
and read  full and interesting report of hitjg
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kithe pages of the Monthly Record. Mr.
@ilip also produced a receipt for his third
arter’s salary trom St. Paul’s Cnurch, Tru-
g which has fully implemented all engaged
yment since Mr. Philip’s incumbency.

kThe sum raised for the Presbytery’s Home
Bision Fund, exclusive of what was now
¥4 on the table, and as reported by the trea-
l-er, amounts ta $339.27.

f\r, Stewart was authorised to draw from
f said fund £25 currency, and.from the
Bionial Committee £15 sterling ; Mr. Philip
fdrew from the Home Mission Fund £15
grrency, and from the Colonial Committee
P3 sterling.

B>, 1D. L. Geddes apneared before the Pres-
gtery to ask for aid in erecting a church in
f: Deane settlement, Musquodoboit. In the
Bean time the Presbytery could not take any
gtion in the matter.

B Lord’s Supper in Truro, which was readi-
§ accerded.

Weach then, and also, that the Presbytery
Mpects a written report from him. The next
feting was appointed for the first Wednes-
By in May, 1864. Closed with prayer.

GEORGE Boyb, Pres. Clerk.

fiReport by the Rev. Wm. M. Philip,

Finister of St. Paul’'s Church, Truro, lo the
Rt Presbytery of Halifax, 3d Feby., 1864.

d extent of my labors, since my arrival in

jovz Scotia.

B Larrived in Hulifax on the25th day of May,

Bad the following day proceeded to Truro, for
ich place I had been specially designed by

e Colonial Committee.

EiThe Presbytery, at their first meeting there-

fier, confirmed this appointment, and my

ruro, and the stations connected therewith.

Birer. ‘'I'he arrangements with regard to
freaching. which have been observed since 1
fetered on my duties, are these: A\ double
rice at Salmon River once every four
ecks, a single service at North River once
pery four weeks. On the remaining Sab-
Pths, I have uniformly officiated at “L'ruro,
Bso preaching there on the afternocas of the

wow

giver. A few remarks with respect to each
B these stations may be considered necessary.
E Truro—1t will be observed that my labors
ke chiefly confined to this place. I am hap.
J¥ to state that there now appears a reasotn-
Pole prospect of a congregation being formed,
B! this must necessarily be the work of time.
kne attendance has been gradually increasing,
d at the afternoon die: of worship, the

2 I¥ conformity with the wishes of the Pres- |
pitery, 1 shall endeavour to report the nature |

oie attention has therefore heen given to!

Fhese stations are Salmon River and North '
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Churchisgenerally well-filled. The effect of this
isthat the pews are being gradually sold or let,
and that many of the hearers contribute towards
the support ofthe ministrations. Itwas consid-
ered desirable, some time ago, to call fora col-
lection in behalf of the funds of the Church,
and, at one diet, the sum of £4 10s. was col-
lected. It is intended to make a similar col-
lection once every guarter.

Soon after entering on my duties in Truro,
Topened a Sahbath School,which gives fair pro-
mise of success. The number of scholars,
amouuted,at first, only totwelve. They havein-
creused to thirty. Itis gratifyingto beable to
state that, through the Christian henevolenceof
agentleman of the name of McKenzie, belong-
ing to New York, we have been furnished
with a small hbrary for the scholars. This
gentleman happening to be in Truro one Sab-
bath, left a cheque for £6 to be expended in
the purchase of books for the benefit of the
school-—an act of kindness, all the more im-
pressive, that the dénor was an entire stran-

er.

North River.—The meeting-house at this
place, which is called the East Branch, is the
joint property of the Methodists aud the
Church-people.  I'he attendante is large and
encouraging, and many of those who are not
professedly attached to the Church of Scot=
land, contribute liberally towards the support
of the ministrations. ‘The attendance became
8o numerous latteriy, that it was found diffi-
cult to accomodate conveniently, within the
house, all who desired admission. Between
two and three months ago, the Presbyterian
congregation worshipping in a recéntly finish-
ed Church, o1 the West Branch of the North
River, about three miles distant from our
usual meeting-house, solicited me to di¥ide
my monthly services between them and the
people on the Iast Branch. The Rev, Mr.
Baxter has hitherto acted as minister at this
! station, and the congregation are professedly
!in connection with the United ¥
!

Preshyterian
| body, but the building is the property of the
congregation themselves, and is held in trust
"for them by certain of their own number.
The Trustees and leading men of the corgre-
_gation commanicated their wishes to m»
. through the chicf fhen connected with the
. Church at the Bast Branch. I siated that if
' the congregation of the ISast Branch were
i agreenble 10 the arrangement, I wouid be
, happy to comply with their request. T ac-
y cordance with this arrangement, I have al-
‘ready officiated twice at the West Brancn.

The change is in many respects an advanta-
! geous one. 1, Quraccommodationat the Fast
' Branch, in the Union Meeting House, hLad
"hecome too limited for the attendance, and

the Church at the West Brauch is capable of
- holding more than double the uumber of the
Cother. 2, Between the two Churches, there
" is only a space of three miles. while both are
! situated at the same distance from Truro.
- Without inconveniencing the criginal congre-
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gation on the North River, we are thus ena-
bled to command a wider range of country,
without any additional labor. 3, And lastly,
we may expect that, through this arrange-
menY, the Church at Trurn will soon derive
an accession of internal strength, so as to be
somewhat Jess dependent on foreign aid.

On the East Branch of the North River,
Mesers, Wiiliam and  Alexander MeLeod
have, for a considerable time, taken an’ active
|art (as Sabbath School 'Teachers) in the re-
ligious instruction of the young., ‘They have
arganised a school there. numbe@‘ing between
50 and 60 scholars, and continue to labor
with diligence and success. Icannot express
in too high tones, my sense of the advantage
I have derived in tnis district of my labors,
from the hearty co-operation and support of
these excellent men.

Salmon River.~this is a very important
station. There is no place of worship nearer
our meeting-house, than at a distance of 8 or
9 miles. ‘The meeting-house is usually filled
to overflowing. For the double service which
the congregation receive once in the four
weeks, they contribute £20 per annum.
Many of the people in this settlement are
very poor, and I consider the efort they make
highly creditable.* ‘There are many more
families in this district}-professedly attached
to the Chureh than in the North River, and,
although the distance hetween Truro and the
meeting-house is 14 miles, this station will. in
my opinion, require to be maintained. Be-
fore concluding these statements, I may men-
tion that I have visited many of the people in
their houses. both at Salmon and North Riv-
egzand intend to extend my visit when the
weather permits.

On the whole, the prospects of the Church
in Truro are hetter than they were six months
ago, and, trusting to the bhlessing of God, it
will be my endeavor to fuliii, with fideli.y and
zeal, the important duties to which I have
heen called, in this corner of my Master’s
vineyard. Wi M. Poisip.

‘Fruro, 3d Feb., 1864.

* At this station, I have heen greatly strength-
eued and supported by Mr. John A. McLean—
who has manifested great zeal and self-denial,in
Nis efforts to extend my sphere of usefulness.

Death of the Rev. John Scott.

WEe have to record with deep regret the
death of the Rev. Joun ScoTt of this city,
which took place on Thursday morning.  Mr.
ScoTT was taken seriously ill about a month
g0, and for the last fortnight the fatal termi-
ration of his illness was fully expected.
‘Fhough in the 68th year of his age, Mr, ScorT
wax remarkably vigorous both in body and ]
mind, till prostrated by his last ilness.  In-
deed, we bave to state this remarkable fact
concerning him, that during the thirty-seven
vears of his ministry he was only ouce laid

THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND,

aside by any ailment; and on tie single
casion referred tn, a broken tooth way
cause.

Mr. Scotr arrived here from Seotlang
1824, in the same #hip (the Douglas) witl
late Dr. McCurLocH. He entered imn
ately into the ministerial charge of St,
thew’s Chupch to which he had been orda
and appointed in Seatland by the Preshy
of Jedburgh, there being no Preshytery h
in counection with the Chureh of “Scotl
The Presbyterianism of this city was te
sented for taany years by Mr. Scort and
MARTIN; but it was not till 1834 that)
ScoTr consented to piace himself in con
tion with the Church of Scctland in this I
vince, When the troubles of the Scalj
Church culminated in the Disruption of 1
Mr. Scott sympathised with the * Evan
cals” and ** Non-Intrusionists;” and when
ROBERT BURNS arrived here as deputy |
the Free Church he was treated most ki
by the Pastor of St. Matthew’s Church,
welcomed to the pulpit. He, however,
not join the Free Church; and his congn
tion always continued t6 be the most li
and influential in connection with the Ew
lishment. Previous to his ministry the
gregation of St. Matthew’s was largely
posed of Independents—Puritans or the
scendants of Puritans, from New Engl
The first minister of this ¢ Protestant 1)i
ting Congregation” was the Rev. Aa
CLEVELAND, who ministered here 110 y
ago. Mr. SecoMBE, Mr, RusseLrL, Dr
BrowxN, Dr. A. Gray, Mr. Knox and
RENNIE, as well as several transient j
ers, had charge of this congregation for g
er or less periods of time before Mr. Sco
arrival here.

From 1826 to 1858,—that is for thirty-
years, Mr. SCOTT was sole pastor of St. ¥
thew's. In the last mentioned year, the
THoMas JARDINE was admitted as Colle
and Successor. In 1861 Mr. JARDINE de
ted his charge and returned to Scoil
‘T'hus once more the full weight of the con
gational work fell on the aged pastor, bul
grappled with it with unwonted vigor.
youth seemed to be renewed, and the f
ness and fervor of his preaching gave rie
general remark. It was not till the begin
of last summer that he was finally relie
from his charge by the induction of the
G. M. Grant, the present minister.

Mr. Scort was the Presbyierian Chap
of the forces here ever since his appointw
to St. Matthew’s Church. )

Mr. ScOTT was & man who comman
universal respect during the inany vears of
ministerial career. He was a faithful en
gelical preacher. His sermons were wri
with care, and he uniformly read them,
he was a good reader, and one could li
with pleasure as well as profit. He was
ways a Total Abstather, except when u

medical treatment, and this was but very?

-
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. He was married to Miss FAIRBANK
et to the Surveyor General. She died ten
ts ago, leaving no family.

Though ednstitutionally reserved, he was
oof a most kindly, generous and obliging
position. Slow to take & purt in any con-
versy, vet once decided he kept his ground
1 inexorable tenacity of purpose.  Helov-
peace nd followed it to the end. In une
ing, at leust, we wish his exomple would be
lowed by all young ministers.—he never
oke in public unprepared or ill prepared.
e lived a life of quict Christian beneficence,
d he gave up his spivit joyfully into Iis
ads who redeemed it—Iulifax Preshyte-
i Wituess, of £leb. 20,

Departure of Rev. John Sinclair.
the Editor of the Monthly Record:

Sir:—I hope vou will excus? me for once
are intruding within your columns, from a
sire to exvrese the great cause of lamenta-
y which many have on sccount of the de-
nure of the Rev. John Sinclair from this
ovince.  1is loss will be grievousiy felt
c all those whose mother tongue is the Gae-
for he was a faithful, esteemed and Helov.
pastor, and a most acceptuble preacher of
e Gospel.  All wnterested in the prosperity
our Zion, in this part of the Province.
ve great reason to be thankful to the Great
ead of the Church that he directed him tr
t shares to build and establish that braneh
f his Church with which we are counected
v 50 lovingties. Hewasa brave-minded man,
nd as we believe endowed, in large measure.
ith the spirit of hie calling, according to the
ace of Christ, through whom he faithfully dia-
harged all his ministerial duties. During
ic laborious effurts for the space ot three
<418 a8 a missionary, and two years as mir -
ter of the Roger's Hill congregation, he be-
eld, 1q the rejoicing of his heart, the stakes
f our Zion fastened and her cords strength-
ed ; and through the successful effurts of
hose who applied to the affectionate mother
hurch, almost every station is at presen:
ypplied with ministers. At the same time.
hose to whom the Gaelic language is still
ear, when the sacramental feasts of the sum-
er season return, will feel the loss of the
ev. John Sinelail, to whom, in the Gaelic
rvices, his brethren in the ministry accord.
the pre.eminence. Asa good scribe he
rought out of thetreasure ofthe Word tnings
ew and old, whereby the flock of “he fold
a8 fed, and the lambs received the sincere
ilk of the Word. ‘I'he congregations of Ro
or's Hill and Cape John who showed their
incere attachment to him, will no doubt feel
na special wanuer the loss of his faithfu!
rvices, All who knew him must partake
{ their sorrow and regret, and wherever his
aster may appoint him, desire his prosperity
n all things as a. minister of Christ. It is
restly to be huped thal a congregation

S

g, | mamiesting 8o great zeal for the cause, and

s fond an ansiety to provide for the com-
! fart of a settled minister, will not he lons
{ without a pastor. Many fathers and strong
men in Israel, who were poste in the Chured,
' have beew enlled away from the land of their
“pitgrimage,  Their loss oo wi'l be folt, and
“may He who is able, raise up others in their
places in the Church. Begging you wiil ex-
' cuse those few lines,
1 am, &e.
Wnniam MclLron,

Onslow, Feb, 1864,

|
1
Presentations to the feve. J. Sinclair.

! PRIOR to the departure of the Rev. J. Sin-
! ¢luir for Scotland, he received the following
testimonials from the respective congregations
of which he had the oversight, and whieh
have been forwarded for publication :—

Carr Jony, Jan. 4, 16864.

To the Rev. Julhn Sinclair, Minister of the
united congregadions of Roger's ITitl and
Cape John.

Rev. AND DEaR Sir:

Before your departure from amongst us, we
heg permission to bear our testimony to the
zeal and alacrity with which yon discharged
the various and arduous duties imposed upon
vou, since your arrival in this Province,

Having become our pastor, your ministra-
tions in this secyon of your charge were at-
tended with much lahor and fatigue, yet thev
were faithfully and punctually performed.
even without a myrmur,—your unwearied at-
tendance upon the sick, and your care for the
spiritual traiving and weifare of the young,
was more than we could expect, and such ax
we would desire, .

Rev. Sir,—Imbued with that charity that
thinketh no evil, it must have been pleasing
to vourself and most gratifying to us, to wit-
-ess the manner in which you have succeed-
ed in gaining, not only the confidence and re-
spect of those immediately connected with our
Church, but also_of the other Christian deno-
minationg settled among them, by fostering a
<pirit of unity and brotherly kindness, with-
sut which no vital religion can exist.

Dear Sir,—Out of respect for your feelings,
we will not give utterance to the dejection
and forebodings felt by us on the announce-
ment of your determination to leave us; we
would rather dwell on the recollection of our
fyrmer sweet fellowship, and reeill to- mind
the sentiment, * Friends may part, but die-
tance alone cannot change the heart ?” No!
even the wide Atlantic cannot deprive us ‘of
your symputhy, and -m interest in your
pravers.

Knowing the hardships you had endured,
while laboring nmo.gst us, we forbear to urge
vou ta promise 1o return to us, yet we cher-
ish *he fond hope that Providence has design-
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ed a reunion of our connexion, which has
been so happy and hurmonious from its com-
mencement ; and, should our anticipations be
realized, need we afirm tnat we consider our-
5elves in duty bound to do our endeavors to
aileviate your labours, secure your comfort
and promate your happiness.

And now, dear sir, in bidding you farewell.
he pleased o aceept the accompanying tribute
of ouresteem.  We freely admit the donation
ix in itself unworthy of your acceptance, and
quite inadequate to your merits, still, we are
confidert your generous mind will appreciate
the motive that prompred it.

Finally, our fervent prayer is that Almighty
God may convey you in safety to your native
land, and enable vou, by His grace, to spend
2 long life of usefulness in the service of your
Divine Master and Redeemer.

Signed in behalf of the ccngregation of St.
David’s Church, Cape John, N. S.
PErsr GRANT.
REPLY.
Dreax Friexps:

I accept, with sincere gratification and
thankfulness, both the address and the ac-
companying purse of money, which you have
done me the honer to present to me.

Of my labors among you in connection with
the Redeemer’s cause, you have, I fear, form-
ed too high an estimation, conducted, as they
have often been, in the midst of weakness and
other depressing influences. The only com-
mendation which I can receive, without any
hesitation, is that which has reference to my
motivesin preaching among you the unsearch-
ableriches of Christ. I have earnestly sought
Your spiritual welfare,and often felt the awful
magnitude of the work and insignificance of
the instroment. If any good has been done,
as the result of my labors among you, to God
alone be the praise aseribed.

Dear friends,—An address conveyed in
such earnest terms as yours, demands what I
am at present unable to render, a suitable re-
ply. Allow me, however, to bear testimony
tothe uniform kindness and cooperation which
I have experienced at your hands, and your
great desire, at all times, to diminish my la-
bors. Itis with great pleasure, also, that I
now and always will remember the compara-
tive freedom from immorality, observable
throughout the bounds of the congregation of
Cape John~—a character which, thank God, is
not uncommon in surrounding congregations
also, and which, I pray, may grow in all which
is pure, and holy, and of good report.

Your ardent desire that I should return to |

you has, I must confess, shaken my resolu-
tion henceforward to remain in Scotland;
but, whether I return or not, my thoughts and
my most fervent prayers will be with you, in
the hope of meeting (if not here agair, in a
tabernacle in whiclr we groan, being burden-
ed), in the honse not made with hands, eter-
nal in the heavens.

THE CHUROI OF SCOTLAND

Tinally, farewell—and may grace,
and peace be with you all.
Joun Sinciy
Roger's Hill Manse, Jan. 5, 1864.

ADDRESS FROM ROGER’S RILL CONGREGy

1o the Rev, John Sinclair :

We, the Llders and other membey
Roger’s Hill congregation, in connection
the Church of Scotland, in parting with
to-day, after so short. but so satisfactory
perience of your lubotrs amongst us as
pastor, are desirous of expressing the ¢
regret with which this parting has filled
and the undiminished attachment whic
cherish towards you still.

We trust that the fruit of your ld
amorgst us has not been small, and sun
are, that if this fruit is at all in proportic
the zeal and diligence of him who sowed
seed, it will indeed be abundant and ent
ing.

Our prayer, this day, is that you ma
guided in safety back to your native land,
that others may long enjoy the services w
we 50 much miss.

In name of the other elders and membex
Roger’s Hill congregation.
(Signed), JonN McKexzig, Elda
Jan. 5, 1864.

REPLY,
DEAR FRIENDS :

I accept, with sincere gratitude, the add:
and the accompanying present in moneysw
you have kindly handed to me. I have
perienced much kindness at your hands
times past, and therefore this parting pre
tation was the more unnecessary and unly
ed for. I am, at present, tov much wornd
by preparations, r.ecessary before depan
to be able to return an adequate reply to!
flattering address just read.” But, not wili
that the opportunity should beallowed to
unimproved, or, atall events, unembra
allow me to thank you for, not only this
dress and this purse, the concluding friend
presentation of a long series of presents,
cretly and deliberately given. Ithank you
these ; but above all, for the moral sup:
you have invariably given me, forthe deepi
terest you have taken in the welfare of ¢
Zion, for the internal harmony of the o
gregation, even in the midst of very infl
mable materials, for these and many o
qualities which I will not at present enu
rate, I return my best thanks.

In Nova Scotia, I have witnessed much
ety and met God-fearing men, some of wh
are now removed by death. I thank
Great Head of the Church for the evide
which their mature faith presented, of
truth of the religion of Christ, and of t
gratifying faot also, that salvation is still
in the walls of our Zion.

Now, unt> Him who is able to keep
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falling, and present you faultless before | Camphellton and Dalhousie (preaching at the

s throne ; unto Him be the glory for ever | latter place once in three weeks). till within

[ ever. Amen. Joun SixcLaIk. | the last eight or nine years. In the superin-
BRoger's Hill, Jan. 5, 1864. i tendence of so large a charge, and at a time
i ; when there were no proper roads, he had to
resentation to Rev. W. McMillan, | endure much hardship aud fatigue, frequently
'requiring 1o walk between Camphellton and

flhe Standard savs >=—QOn Monday, the 25th . Dathousie on snow-shoes, and being obliged.
Ruary, Angus McLeod and 'W. J. McKay., iy bis frequent junrneys to Bathurst, to truv e !
rs., waited upon their pastor, the Rev.! glong the shore on horseback. Butno amows
. McMillan, and in their own, and the | of inconvenience could damp the eourage vt
mes of a few friends in the Earltown con-  the then vigorous yvoung man, or affect his
gation, presented him with a very hand- habitual cheerfulness.  Though, doubtless,
e, highly-finished Riding Sleigh, as a to-: many a wild snow-storm—many a severe
b of their esteem and appreciaton of his la- ' dyift—manv a drenching rain, tried his pa-
wramony them. It speaks well for the con- ! tience, Mr. Steven, if it were at all practica-
keations, that in. addition to this and ather i, was to be found at his post at the time
ks of esteem, they have built an excellent appointed ; the kindly welcome which he
m, free "f' expense, in place of that destroy- ' everywhere received, no doubt reconciling
by fire, with its contents, about a year ago. | him to hardships under which few other men
—_— ! would have borne up.
Presentation to Rev. W. Stewart. EBT}‘?"’ “'?5 ;})]ro(})ablyi “01 minis.texl' i“‘. the
) R , rovince who had such a large circle of ac-
’l‘hg{:;dles of St..Johns Chu.r.ch, Mc.Lc-In- % quaintances, and none, probably, who will
is_slountain, prsseuted their pastor, the tleave so many to mourn. Few ten have
v. Mr. ble\\::\rt, with a'!landso.me and val- . been so much beloved as Mr. Steven was
hle ‘soz‘ll-sk.m coat. . lhvse’ mstances "Af_. throughout the whole of his extensive charge,
endl)._ lelilll()lls' hetween pastor and flock or had so many friends. ‘Phe funeral was the
gratifying.— Standard. . largest we remember to have ever witnessed,
;—‘there heing upwards of]on? hun(llred and
R ) Sixty carriages composing the funeral proces-
New Brunswick. sion. While generally acceptanle as a preach-
ath of the Rev_.- James Steven, of! % Mr. Steven was 'es-p'ecially happy ~in his
. 1 ministrations at the sick-bed and in his daily
, Cumpbellton, intercourse among his people. He had the
Tats well known and esteemed clergyman | rare art of mahing the humblest feel at their
pparted this life on the 220d of January last, | ease in his presence, while, at the same time,
e 63rd year of his age. ; by his gentlemanly manuners, he commanded
Tnough he had been complaining for a  their respect. Of his kindness and hospital-
nsiderable time, it was not till the last six | ity, many will retain a grateful recollection.
seven weeks that he was obliged to desist | Great though his popularity was, few men
m preaching, and began to give serious | seemed to be less aware of it. His death
arm to his friends. Though he rallied oc- ; will be severely felt by the community. He
Brionally, it was manifest that he was becom- | leaves behind him a widow, two sons, and a
e oradually weaker; and within a few days | daughter, to mourn h's loss. May we cher-
his death, all hopes of his recovery were | ish the hope that he has gone to receive the
linquished.  His mind was calm, collected. | reward of his labours on earth, and may we
R resigned to the last, notvithstanaing the ;| who have been left behind be eunabled so to
Jesence of severe bodily suffering. abound in the work of our Heavenly Master,
Mr. Steven was amoung the longest settled | that He mav say to us, at last, « Well done,
inisters in the Province,—having landed at | good and faithful servant, enter thou into the
prlhousie on the 24th of October, 1831. At | joy of thy Lord.”— Com.
it time, there was no Presbyterian clergy- ’ °
fan nearer than Miramichi, so that Mr. -
even's minisirations necessarily extended : :
er a wide range. Besides regularly sup- Prince Edvlard Island.
fing the pulpits of Campbeliton and Dal- | Meeting of Presbytery.
usie, Mr, .Steven was engaged to give an = :
sional service at Bathurst; and before; At Orwall the2nd day of December 1863,
earrival of the Rev. Dr. Brooke, he preach- | which day the Presbytery of £. E. Island met
Halso at New Richmond as leisure permitted | and was coustituted, ’
i, and even as far as New Carlisle and |  Sederunt—The Rev. Thomas Duncan, Mo-
ot Dauiel. It was chiefly through his , derator, the Rev. A, McLean and Mr. Peter
ilrumentality that congregations were form- | Nicolson, elder. ’ ’
i at Bathurst .and New Richmond, and i The minutes of the former meeting having
misters settled over them. He continued , been sead and sustained, the Rev. Mr, Dun-
preside over the ynited congregations of , can reported that ke had written to Eliovy

-0
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Mil's as directed, and veceived a reply to the

vffect that th v were .pplied with services,

A

Faving had Lately a midaisier a:ppo_intcd to that | many friends behind throughout the Iy

locality.

* *[ne elik read a detier from the missionary * Opening of Brackley Point Road C}

—tne Rev, Mr. Callen.— endering his resig-
nation, in the plen of il health and conse-

quences inahility effciently Lo discharge his|
The Rev, Mr. Duncan stated, that |

dntiey,
from his intercomrse with Mr. Cullen and from
ms knowledge of the state of his health, he
felt it to he the duty of the Presbytery to
aceept his resignation and permit aim to
retire from the ficld of labour, The Presby-
tery accordingly agreed to accept Mr. Cul-
len’s res‘gnation, and in doing so, would
express  tneir deep regret, that circum-
atances should arise to disappoint their hopes
of his asuistance to them and the benefits to
this section of the Chureh from the continued
services of the Rev. Mr. Cullen. The clerk
was enjoined to give the Rev. Mr. Cullen, for
the term ot his services, within the bounds
of this Presbytery, the necessary centificate,
to enable him to draw in Committee for this
salary.

It was then proposed and agreed to, that
the Clerk write to the Colonial Committee,
stating the fact of Mr. Cullen’s resignation
and submiuting 1o their consideration the
urgent necessity of appointing another mis-
rionary, with as litle delay as possible, to
thix destitute field.

It was then moved and agreed to, that in
the evert ot the Rev. Mr. McWilliam return-
mg to labour within the bounds of the Pres-
tytery, his services shall be regulated in the
following order, viz. :—"Three successive ~ab-
baths in each of the congregations, St. Peter’s
Road and Georgetown, which order shall be
continued until the Presbytery give further
instructions.

The Preshytery then adjourned to meet
aguin on the 2nd Wednesday of March, at
Charlotietown.
~ Closed with prayer.

A. McLEaN, Pres. Clerk.

The Iate Rev. Andrew Lockhead.

TWe have to announce, in connection with
this place, the death of the Rev. Andrew
Linckhead, for some time minister of George-
town. At the time of his death, Mr. Lock-
head was Chaplain of Paisley Jail, where he
has heen officiating ever since his departure
from the Island. During the three years and
8 halt of his sojourn at home, Mr. L. had
been perfecting himself in the study of Medi-
eine; and having taken his Degree, was pre-
paring to return to, this country in the spring,
when death has suddenly stepped in. His
illness carried him off in ahout eight days,
and during the grealer part of that time it

THAE CIIURCH OF S8COTLAND

1 be the cause of regret to us all. e,
zealous and a faithful workman, and i

This Church is now completed, anf
opened about the heginning of last mo
divine worship. It accommodates co;
ently between 300 and 400 people. 0
day of opening, it was crowded to
Great praise is due to our adherents iy
settdement, for the vigorous manner'in
they have pushed forward the erection
building.

Departure of Reve Mr. Cullen,

The Rev. William Cullen haxs left for
land. His place is supplied by the
Alex. McWilliams. Another missions
absolutely needed, if the Church m
Island is to make that progress it ough
is impossible for three men to overtst
the work which has to be done.

—_——
Obituary Notice.

Tue Rev. MR. McCURDY, our minig
Wallace River and Folly Mountain, ha
with sad bereavement in his family,
Feb. 8th, his only son, Thomas Mc(y
McCurdy, was buried on his 31st hir
He was his father's right-hand man, o
his elders, esteemed hy all who knew hi
his uprightness and his many other exe
cies, It is only a few months since we
of his marriage, and we knew that he
then gone to Halifax to endeavor to buif]
a business there. Over-work and exp
brought on a cold, and then typhus fever;
finding his strength failing, he bravely
himself to the task of honorably winding
his affairs, and that heing done, he sel
face towards Lis father’s manse, that henj
have a mother’s care during his last days
nights on earth. Young men! hereisa
sermon preached to you.

Scarcely had his family time to bre
after this stroke, when another came treal
on its heels. The youngest daughter—Eli
was so0 ill at the time of her brother’s de
that she could not even take a last loot
his remains, Six days after, she, too,
away from this world of trouble as if she
gone. to sleep.  Let us pray that the affl
parents may be comforted in their heavy!
ulation, and made even thankful that t
had such children t» give back to their Ml
and Saviour to be filled with is prese
and covered with His giory.

In"writing to me of those sad events,
McCurdy says—and I am sure that he
pardon the liberty I take in making this
tract from a private letter—< Qur dear J

app:ars he was unconscious. His death must

our long-afflicted invalid, is stifl mercil
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'
red to us. How long, and for what gra-
us purpose, Glod knows. Al this seems
s turning our hopes and fears upside down,
it so. It is best. We preach what we
jeve when we say, * He hath done all
ags well.!  To the grace of Cod,-surely, it
wing, that we can afford to rejoice even
these tribulations.” We commend the
icted helieving parents to the prayers of
people of God, and to the care of the
st Head of the Church.

———

Religious Miscellany.

0.1.ENSO DEPOSED.—Dr. Colenso has heen
mally deposed by the Ecclesiastical Court
Capetown from his office of Bishop in the
urch of England. The prosecuting clergy
dsccused Dr. Colenso of heresy on nine
nts, viz, :—

His dishelief in the atonement; his disbe-
in justification without any knowledge of
tist; his belief in natal regeneration; his
ief in the endlessness of future punish-
nts ; his denial that the holy scriptures are
Word of God; his denial of the inspira-
nof the holy scriptures; his denial that
Bible is a true history of the facts which
professes to describe; his denial of the
inity of our blessed Lord ; depraving, im-
pning and bringing into disreput.e the Book
Common Prayer. .
te Bishop of Grahamstown said he eou-
red all these charges proved ; and painful
itwas to him to arrive at such a conclu-
n, he efinsidered that, by the fulse teaching
oved against him, the Bishop of Natal had
olly disqualified himself for bearing rule
the Church of God, and for the cure of
ls therein, The Bishop of the Free State
rounced that he had come to a similar
eelusion,

From this decision an appeal has heen ta-
, which may result in his reinstatemant,—
change paper.

_—

A SuccessFuL SaBBaTi Scroor.—There
1 school in Oconomowoe, Wis., which num-
s less than one hundred scholars, yet the
averts annually brought from its ranks in-
the Church are more than ten per cent, of
annual attendance, In the eleven years
its existence it has furnished fifteen evan-
lical ministers, and five of these became
vign missionaries, ‘T'he following are the
les of this school :—1, Tt is expected of
ety teacher in this school to attend the
ly teachers’ meeting. 2. ‘T'oattend the
athly concert of prayer. 3. To wisit,
1 if pessible converse and pray with each
higor her scholars once a month. 4. To
k carefully to the preservation and return-
of the books of the library. 5. To
end at least half an hour every day in pre
ration of his or her duties, and in prayer
a blessing on the school. 6. Todo all

in their power to secure the immediate con-
version of their scholars. ‘This schcol was
strictly a missionury school. .

IMPROVEMENTIN THE ARMY.—Dr, Norman
Macleod, at Glasgow, made a most remarkabls
statement at a public meering held there a
short time ago. There are no less than seventy-
five officers of the Guards who aid in the work
of visiting and relieving the poor of Londen.
‘I'ney belong to a regular society for the pur-
pose, and the secretary writes to Dr. Macleod
that they are foremost in going down day by
day to relieve the poor in the most squalid
districts. Ifthat statement he correct, it is the
most remarkable testimony yet offered to the
social advancement which has commenced in
England. When Guards-men pocket their
dignity that Bethnel Green may be happier,
the hereditary biterness of class against class
seems in a very fair way of removal. A sol-
dier of the same order, Capt, Juckson, is one
of the most untiring umong fiving philantbro-
pists, and has perhaps done more to reduce
the average of crime and punishment in the
Army than any other single man.

AT the Committee on Union between the
Free and U. P. Churches a remarkable har-
mony of opinion had been attained upon the
duty of the civil magistrate in religious mat-
ters, ir. marriage, Sabbath observance and
the zppointments of days of humiliation and
thanksgiving. The next topic for discussion
was the civil endowment for religion.

'HE amount of duty received in the United
Kingdom on Tobacco last year is six millions
sterling—a tenth part of the whole revenne.
As much is consumed in smoke as would
li(;uidnte the national debt in forty years.
When we contemplate what is given for mis-
sionary and benevulent purposes, how hu-
miliating is this fact !

From the Annual Report of the Nova Sco-
tin Bible Society, recently received, we learn
that there have been distributed throughout
this Province, in various ways, during the
past year, 2228 Bibles, and 2129 Testaments;
total, 4,357,—being an increase of 1,235 vol-
umes over the previous year.

Tue Frexca IN Mexico.—Welearn from
a contemporary, that a Protestant place of
worship has been opened at the Capital, with
a French minister, under the protection of
Gen. Bazine, notwithstanding the utmost op-
position from the * Regency.” '

ONE of the most elegant churches in New,
York was paid for out of the proceeds of ar
acre of land left many years ago by a parish-
oner *o one of tie clergymen for the pasture
of a cow. N

T Konraw, or, Mahommedan Bible, was
written by Mahomet, assisted by Batica, a
Jacobin, Sergius, a N:storian Monk, and by a
learned Jew, and was published about the year
610 A. D. ) '



40 THE MONTHLY RECORD OF THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND

T'nE EXGLISH CONGREGATIONALISTS have Foreign Mission Scheme,

built in London, during the past fourteen 1864
Feby.—Received from Rev. G. M. Grnnt

rvears, 52 chapels, at a c.-st. of £120,000 ster- Lo !
fing 1 130 in other quaniers, during the ot [ g anssl s
ten years, at a cost of ;t"lu()()O ; and 300 cd ot St. Peter’s Road, P. E 1., 18¢
chapels ave in progress as part of the bi- —_—
centenary movement, at a cost of £300.000. Total,- - - - - - - 88
Congregational chapelsin Buglwnd 1nd Wales Jas. J. BREMNER, I‘w'murer
now number 2,687, I Harnrrax, N. S. .

DALHOUSIE COLLEGE ENDOWMENT FUND
MUSQUCGDOBOIT.

To be paid in |70 be paid in [To be paid in|Total amow

NAMES OF CONTRIBUTORS, Nov.'r 1863, | October1864. | October 1865. | subserih d,;
£ s d £ s d. £ s d. £ s,
Rev. Geo. W. Stewart. . . . . 10 00 10 0
Peter Cruickshank, Esq., . . . 1 0 0 1 00 1 0 0 3
John Cruickshank,. . . .. .. 01 0 010 0 010 0 110
James Cruickshank, . . . ... 01t 0 010 0 010 0 110
John Bruce,. . . . ... e e 010 0 010 0 010 0 110
John MeBain, . ..., .. .. 010 0 010 0 010 0O 110
Isabella Romke,. . .. .. .. 01 3 01
John Yracey,. . ... ... .. 01 3 01 3 01 3 0 3
Margaret Ann McMullen,. . . 01 3 01
Eliz. Beaden . . .. .. ... 01 3 01
Alexander McMullen, . . . . . 01 3 01 3 01 3 0 3
George Cole, . . ... .. ... 0 2 6 0 2 6 0 2 6 o 7
Mrs. Agues Brown, . .. ... 0 6 3 0 6
Wiiliam Cruickshank, . . . .. 0 5 0 05 0 0 5 0 015
William Guild,. . . . ... .. 0 5 0 0O 5 0 0 5 0 015
Thowas C. MeMullen. . . .. 0 2 0 010 01 0 0 4
Thomas W. Roost,. . . . ... 0 5 0 0 &
Thomas Hurley, . . . ... .. 0 2 6 0 2
Alesander Taylor, Junr.,. . 0 5 0 05 0 05 0 015
David Murchy,. . .. ... .. 05 0 05
Angus Brown, . ... ... .. 0 2 6 0 2 6 026 07
James Ciuickshank, Junr.,, . 035 0 05 0 05 0 015
John Higgins, . .. ... ... 05 0 05 0 0 5 0 015
James Bruce,. . . ... ... 0 1 6 0 7 6 07 6 1 2
William Brace,. . . .. .. .. 0 7 6 07 6 07 6 1 2
Andrew Cruickshank, . . . .. 078 076 07 6 1 2
David Low Geddes,. . .. .. 0 5 0 100 1156 0 3 0
Robert Geddes,. . . ... ... 010 O 010 0 010 0 110
Samuel Archibald,. . ... .. 1 00 1 00 100 3 0
Matthew Burris, Esq., ..... 100 100 110 0 310
Charles N. Sprott,. . . .. .. 100 1 00 1 00 30
William Hay, Esq., . . .. 1 0 0 1 00 1 00 3 0
James Murchy,. . . .. .. .. 035 0 0 5
Hugh Hurley, . . .. ... .. 012 6 012
Patrick Power,. . ... .... 60 53 0 0 5
James Taylor, . .. ...... 01 3 013 01 3 0 3
Joseph McMullen,. . ... .. 050 0 5
Samuel Green,. .. ...... 05 0 0 5
John W, Artz, . . ... ..., 05 0 05 0 05 0 015
Alexander Stewart, .. .. .. 01 3 0 1 3 601 3 0 3
William Geddes, 4th, . . ... 0 2 6 1 00 12 6 2 5
William Hendry,. . . ... .. 100 10
Robert A. Logan, Esq.,. . . . 035 0 0 5
Joseph Qgilvie,. .. .. ... . 1 00 10
Total, . . .. ... ... 25 2 0 . 52 16

Paidin,. . .. ..... 25 2 0




