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THE CASE OF

THE GHIGIfEGTO RAILWAY

A Lmttmr to th«

Honourable W, T. WHITI, M.P.,

Minister of FInanoo.
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J-his nnforfunaf Comijanv is „ v.rtini of ,„„ political ,yKU-n..

Th- prinn,,!,. w,- ,.„„„.„,| for ha> un.lonl.i.-.llv I...... Hisn^aard.-.lin II K ,.,«•. ri„. Con.imny has ask.-.I t., I,,- Lva.,-.,! i„ .I,., sann- uav- a I our a,l„nms„.atu.ns hav ..vat,-! CanaHian i,.v,.s,.„s Thisis
I ..• vry ioast th..s.. K„.|ish i,nes„„s a,.. ..,„itl..,l tn, a>.,l it has iK-en

I'H Hon. .M,. Justice Bi.rl.i.lir.'. s,if,„,., „s a Co.nmission.T.

'I'lif vote can,.' Im-Co,v th.' Hoiis. |i>t|, Mav last war (

I <)(>•>)

-"'"•>• of
.

ha.l mMnirt,.,! ,1,,. .„Mtra.to,s i„ ,.,„,-..,.,| with the

M. a, h..nown n.sk on a n,..,v un.l,.,M.,„lm, with th.- (Jovnum-n
T„n\ ''""''"".;.""•?'*'' '•>• ^''<' »""-• '-th si.l.-s af^ivci.... that t'>h..uid I... paui. ri... Pn,„,- Ahni^uT took ,,.,, ,.. „; ,|,.ha„ "in!!

Parliament for the money which then they expended," etc
^*°*''**°

,h.J!''Jh:
""* •">"."'«! are far stronger in the case of the Chignecto claim

Sordini' ZMLl*ll-''W'''"f'°' ''"^ ^" "'^ P'""" Snister saS
TluriSn.?,..

?''"'''""';'*?"" '"^"" «PP"«5 »« i» with greater force.h.
( hij:ne<t.

( oMipany had a ooMt.a.t settled after its terms had If-en
.
seussed ,n l>arha,nen, for live sessions. :uul the ,,„esti' n oTu

"

.

ses why was^everyth.nK ..anted l,y the ( lovenmient in the ea.se fthe
( anadian hrni and denied to the Kn.dish Coninanv ' How »«

:ML!f:^u'
'"•'"

="J'"''
'"^«^t°"' who came h'eWth the?r cashand spent t on our scheme by our invitation, that there is not one lawfor Canadians and another for them? Now, however when th«

.h^Jmrnt'strh
'"'*••

''. ''' compensation.'somTmethod of fixing

tii?n7 ii Sir.rSLK;h?n^;sticr
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from loss that the charter was not revived, but that it was to save the
Government from the responsibility of having to pay the subsidy a
very different story. Wo quote- «lmt we said ,„, this ,,„i„t i,, a formvy
Hiticl.". slK.winjr tlmt the Compiinv. fiecnidinu i,, ;,il mii' pniliainontarv
practin-. wn.s clearly ontitled to a i-evival of it> . hart.r and snljsidv
J hose won- the words -

ft.«..lli^*i® \^'^ railway scheme, good and bad indeed, some almost
Slt-f-i'?i?

'**''*•''*"' ."*«P"o?« »' "rae and revotes of subsidies

SS?;!«i „?r52i?5°? ***i°' ""^llar privileges were refused to thisCompany of Enghsli investors who expended their money in our

Sw°oJverament
"'" ^'^*y promoted^solely by Canadian.' and our

We wish now to eninha-size eveiv >vllaiile ol the above, .\ii.iiher
point touched upon ni this statement of the Company's ease, and also
111 the letters to the I'liine .Minister and to the iii.-iiiIkts is the ta<-l
that While building the Ship Railway the Comnanv paid .><300.000 to
the Government in customs duties, and about .s300,000 in railway
rates to the I.C.R. In common fairness the Government cannot have
any claim to this money. It prevented the Company completing the
Railway and earning the Government subsidy the inducement held
out to It to undertake the work and these sums should therefore have
been returned to the shareholdeis immediately on the Government's
decision not to revive the charter, and that money ought now incommon with other claims as usually paid to Canadian contractors
to be returned with interest. To keep this money is to enrich ourselves
by taking advantage of the misfortunes which we ourselves brought
upon the Company. Hotli political parties should at once j„ii, in ciosTll<'
this unfortunate chapter of Canadian promotion. mikI a<'ive upon tiie
sum of comixnsation to \>c paid to tlie Companv. And the amount
should be fair, even generous. Canada out of her abundance can well
afford to be so. Do not let us add meanness to injustice. Hut if a sum
eaniiot be imitually agreed upon, then let the amount be settled bv aii
impartial rofeive. The Company's ropit-sentative has sufigested various
methcMls of arbitration by any one of whicli lie is « illing to abide and
one of them should l)e adopted, and this unfortunate business drawn
to a close.

From " TIk Eveninff Journul," ^Jnd May, IU08.

It will be a surpri.se to many readers of The .lournal to learn that
tlie Chijfiieeto Marine Tian.sport Companvs claim against the
(iovernnieiU has not yet been .settled. Mr. A. 1). I'rovand. ivpresentiiiL'
the Company, has written a letter to .Sir Wilfred Lauricr askinj; for a
settlement. .Mr. IVovand ifminds the i'rimc Mmist. i that on several
of the formers recent visits to Ottawa he \\,is ictcncl by Sir Wilfrid
Laurier to Mr. Fioldinji. Finance .Minister, with assurances of his
willintrness to adojit and act upon aiiv ariaiii;emeiit for a settlement
Mr. Fieldinu nii^rht ajiree to. Mr. iVovand sav> he ha, aceordinglv
seen Mr. l-ielding s-veral times on the subject, but without being
able to arrive at even a ba.si.s of settioment. Mr. IVovnnd declares
thore i." no diffenMiee of opinion as to the facts or dispute as to the
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