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Being a Report of the Debates in both Houses of the
Canadian Legislature. v

= 3rd Session, 6th Parliament.

Entered accordmg to the Act of the Provincial Par]mment in the year one thousand eight hundred
ami sixty, by Samurn THompsoN, in the Office of the Remsum of the Province of Canada.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Quebec, Tuesday, February 28, 1859.

This Day, at TrRee o’clock P.M., Hig Ex-
cELLENCY THE GoOVERNOR GENERAL arrived in
state at the Chamber of the House, in the Par-
liament Building. The Members of the Legis-
Intive Council being assembled, His Excellency
was pleased to command the attendance of the
Legislative Assembly, and that House heing
.present, His EXcELLENCY was pleased to open
the TxIRD SgessioN of the SixTH PARLIAMENT of
the Province or Caxapa with the following
Speech from the THRONE :

Honorable Gentlemen of the Legislative Council :
Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly :

‘I have much pleasure in announcing to you
‘that your joint address.of last Session, inviting
the Queen to visit Canada, has been laid at the
" foot of the Throne, and that Her Majesty’s Most
Gracious answer will forthwith be placed in your
hands. You will see with satisfaction thatwe
may hope for the honor of receiving His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales, in such a manner
as will prove the hearty loyalty of all rarks
AMORDg US.. ‘

Negotiations have been carried on by the Post
Master General, for securing the transmission
through Canada of a large portion of the corres-
pondence between Europe and Amecrica. The
result of these negotiations has been such as to
shew that the advantages of the route by the St.
Lawrence are fully appreciated. At the same
time, care has been taken to represent “properly
to Her Majesty’s Government, the position and
claims of Canada with reference to the postal
subsidies granted to Ocean Steamers.

The Commissiofiers appointed to reporton the
boundary line between Upper and Lower Canada
have completed their labours, so ‘as to enable
you to pass a bill for the settlement of thig long
pending question. -

The Government have received suggestions
from many sources with reference to the measure
introduced last Session for the Consolidation of
the Municipal Law of Lower Canada, anda
bill will be submitted to you which may enable
you to effect this important object.

I congratulate you on'the issue of the Con-
solidated Statutes of Canadaand of Upper Cana-
da. I trust soon to see the same.work com-
pleted for Lower Canada, and when this is done,
we may hope that it will be followed by the fur-
ther assimilation of the Laws in- force in both
sections of the Province.

1 desire to call your atténtion to the Expe
diency of considering the Law of Debtor and
Creditor in Commercial matters, as it exists both
in Upper and Lower Canada, with a view to
further legislation on this difficult subject, and 1
think, too, that thie present system of Currency
and Banking deserves your early and serio,
consideration.

A menasure will be laid before you for the pur~
pose of facilitating the administration of the
Crown Lands.

Gentlemen of the Legislative Assembly :

If I may not congratulate you on having com-
pletely surmounted our financial difficulties, I
think you will find that the Income and Ex-
penditure for the past year have been such ag to
cause us no fear for the future.

Papers will be laid before you having refer-
ance to the Consolidation of the Public Debt, -
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and the successful exertions made by the Minis_
ter of Finance during the recess with & view of
securing this important object. You will see
that th dépréssion under which we Lave labour-
ed has not diminished . our-credit, but it has
forcibly impressed on myself and my advisers
the necessity of a strict and rigid economy. It
is with this conviction that I ask you again to
consider the propriety of making the requisite
provision for the Queen's service.

The accounts for the several departments shall
be placed in your hands with as little delay as
possible. :

Ionorable Gentlemen, and Gentlemen : "

It pleased Almighty God in the last autumn
‘to bless our land with a pléntiful harvest, and
we see around us, at the present moment, the
signs of & revival of commerce. I earnestly
pray that these marks of returning prosperity
may continue to increase, and that our people
may, have sbundant cause to be thankful for the
welfare of their country, and the maintenance of
Law, and Order. ’

1t js at your bands that they expect such
emendments and changes as may from time fo
time_be needed, but I rejoice to think that few
subjects of a broad and important character yet
remain to be dealt with«by immediate legisla-
tion. . ) ’

-1 now leave you to the discharge of your le-
gislative duties. S ’ .

His Excellency then retired, and The Hon. Mr.

Speaker took the chair.

Mr. WALKER came to the Table and took and
subscribed the Oath prescribed by Law. .
" On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Vankoughnet,
seconded by the Hoo. Mr. Knowlton, it was re-
solved that the speech of His Excellency should
be taken - into consideration to-morrow.:

ROYAL VISIT TO CANADA.

.-Thée Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET brought up a
degpatch received from Her Majesty's Secretary
for the Colonies, inanswer tothe Address of both
Houses, inviting Her Majesty to honor Her sub-
jects with Her presence upon the occasion of the
opening of the Victoria Bridge.  The despatch
was as follows — :
CAXADA, }
“No. 8.
Bin, .
As-the two Houses of the Canadian Legislature
wil] soon re:assemblefor the Despatch of Business,
it becomes my duty to inform you that the Joint
Address, to'which they agreed at the close of their
1agp Session,” was duly presented to the Queen, and
waa most graciously received by Her M jesty.

Dowxing SrrEET,
-30th Janusry, 1860,

2. In that Address, the Legislative Council and
Commons of Canada, earnestly pray the Queen to
recoive in person the tribute of their unwavering
attacbment to Her rule, and to honof with Her pre-
sonce Her subjocts in British North America, upon
the occasion of the opening of the great Victoria
Bridge, accompanied by the Prince Consort, and
such members of the Royal Family as it may please
Her Majesty to attend Her on the ogcasion.

3. :Her Majesty values deeply the attachment to
Her Porson, and the loyalty to Her Crown, whioh
bave induced this Address, and I am commanded to
assuro the Legislature, through you, how lively an
interest is felt by the Queen in the growing prospe-
rity of Canads, in the welfare and contentment of
Her subjects in that important Province of Her
Empire, and in the completion of the gigantic work
which is 4 fitting type of thé successful industry of
the people. . :

It is, therefore, with sincere regret that Her Ma-
jesty is compelled to decline compliance with this
loyal juvitation. Her Majosty feels that Her dutics
at the Seat of the Empire provent 20 long an absence,
und at so great a distance as a visit to Canada
would necessarily require.

Impresscd, bowever, with an earnest dosire to tes-
tify to.the utmost of Her power. Her warm appre-
ciation of the affectionate loyalty ‘of- Her Canadian
subjects, the Queen commands.me to express Hor
bops that. when .the time for the opening of the
Bridgoe is fixed, it may be possible for His Royal
Highness the Princo of Wales to attend the ceremo-
ny in Her Majesty’s name, and to witness those gra-
tifying scenes in which the Queen is Herzelf unable
to participate.

_ The Queen trusts that nothing may interfere with
thia arrangoment, for-it is Hor Majesty’s. sincere
desire that the Young Prince, on whom the Crown
of this Empire will devolve, may have the opport-
anity of visiting that portion.of Her Dominjons
from whioh this Addross has proceeded, and may
become acquainted with a people, in whose rapid pro-.
gress towards greatnoss, Her Majesty, in common
with Her subjects in Qreat Britain, feels a lively-
and enduring sympathy.

I have the honor to be,

ir,
Your most ol’:edient humble Servant

NEWCASTLE.
Governor,. . :
The Right Honorable
Sir Epxoxp WALEER HEAD, Bart.,
e, &c.,

The House adjourned:

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY,
Q&ebﬁc, Tuesday, Feby., 23.
Mr. SPEAKER took the chair atthree o'clock.

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR GENEP

A Message was recsived from, His Excc
the Governor General; requiring the atter:
of the Members of this Hon. House in the Cr.u:: .
ber.of the Legislative Council. .. .

The -Members - proceeded to. the Legislative
Council Chamber. After a short sbsence, they
returned. - . :
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NEW ELECTIONS.

_the SPEAKER informed the House that he had
reeived from the Clerk of the Crown in Chan-
eory certificates of the return of J. W. Loux,
Ejq, who had beon clected to serve for the
County of Russell in the room of G. B. L. Fel-
lawes, Esq., who bad resigned bia seat, and also
of the return of Adam Wilson, Esq., who had
been elected to serve for the North Riding of
York in the room of Joseph Hartman, Esq., de-
ceased. He also informed the House that, dur-
ing the recess, he had received official informa-
tin that the Honorable Member for the County
of Terrebonne, L. S, Morin, Bsq.,, had accepted
office under the Crown, and that he had accor-
dingly issued his writ for a new election for the
said county.

. The newly elected member for Russell being
in attendance, was introduced and took Lis seat.

HALDIMAOD, & ARGENTEUIL ELECTIONS.

Mr. SPEAKER said be had the honor to an-
.nounce to the House that he had that day re-
ceived from the several Commissioners appoint-
<d to take evidence in that behalf; the evidence
in the ‘matters of the contested election, for the
respective Counties of Haldiinand and Argen-
teuil. v '

THE SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

. Mr. SPEAKER informed the House that when
this Hoyse waited on His Excellency in the
Chambers of the Legislative Council this day,
His Excellency was plensed to deliver & gfacious
gpeech from the Throne, and for greater accura-
cy he had obtained a éopy of the speech, which,
for the information of the House, he would read
in both the English and French languages.

The speech wag road accordingly.

It wag then resolved, on the motion of Mr.
Attorney General CARTIER, seconded by Mr.
Attorney General MACDONALD, that the speech
of His Excellency should be taken into conside-
ration to-morrow, with a view to an humble ad-
dress Weing' presented to His Excellency in an-
swer thereto. ’

The House adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Wednesday, February 29, 1860.
The SPEAKER took The chair at three o’clock.

ANSWER TO THE SPEECH OF H
" EXCELLENGY.

Order.—Consideration ofthe Angwer to the Speech

from the Throne.i

Hon. Mr. BOULTON moved the following re-
solutions in answer to the address. from ghe
Throne:—. - iy .. .
“ That-sn humble Address bo presented -to Hia
Excpllency the Governor

.General, to thank His.

Excellency for his gracious spesch at the opening
of the present session of the Provineial Parliameort,
and further to assure His Exeollency :

“ That we roceivo with much pleasaro the an.
nouncoment made ‘o uy by His Excelloney, thot
the joint nddress of last Session, inviting tho
Queen to visit Canada, has been laid at tho foot of
the Throne, aud that Her Majesty’s Most Gracious
snswer will forthwith be placed in our banda;
And that we shall sce with satisfaction that ws
may hope for the honour of roceiving Iis Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales, in such & mannor as
will prove the hearty loyalty of oll ranks smong us.

“ That wo rejoico w learn from His Exeellendy,
that negotistions bave been earried on by the Post-
master (cnoral, for seearing the transmission
through Canada of a large portion of the corres.
pondeunco botweon “urope and Ameries, thaf the
result of thess negntiations bag been saeh sa to
show thot the adva:r‘ages of the route by the St
Lowrenco are fully ippreciated ; and that st the
same time caro hag I son taken to represent properly
to Hor Mojesty’s tiovernment the pousition and
claims of Canada s th reference to tho postal sub.
sidies granted to Ocsin Steamers, - o

¢ That wo bave mauch satisfsetion in boing in-
formed that the Co1imissioners appoiatod to roport
on the boundary lire between Upper snd Lower
Canade have comyleted their labours a0 as to
enable us to pess & Bill for tho eettlement of this
long pending questicn. : ] ‘

“ That we are hapny to learn that tho Govera.
ment has received suggestions from many sources
with referenco to the measure introduced last scegsion
for the consolidation’ of the munieipal low of
Lower Conada, aod that wo ghall give our bést ate
tention to any Bill submitted to us, which may en-
able us to effect this important object. ’

“That we rece vo with pleasure His Execel.
Ieney’s congratulat ons on tho issuo of the QCon.
solidated Btatutes «f Canade end of Upper Ca-
nada. That we tru: - soon to see the same work for
Lower Canada, nud hot when this is done, we be-
lisve with His xllency, that wo may.hope that
it will be followed t 1 the further assimilation of tha
lows in forco in botl sections of the Province.

That wo shall not fail t0 give our Liést attention
to the expedicney of considering tho law of doblor
and creditor in com mercinl matters, aa it exista both
in Upper sud Lowi: Canade, with a view to far-
ther legislation on <his .difficult subject, and-that
wo ngree with. His £ tcellency in thinking that the
prosent system of -urrency and banking deserves
our early and serio- 1 gonsiderstion.. .

“That any mess. e which His Excellency may
cause to be Iaid beforo us for the purpose of faci.
litating the administration of the Crown Lands,
shall recsive our mcat earnest, attention. '
- »Thot we thank ’lis Excollency for the nasuraned
that if he may not -angratalate us on haying com-
pletely, surmountou our financial difficalties, ho
thinks wo eball finc that the income and expondi.
ture for the psst ;=ar have boon such as to-causs
us no fear for the future.. bt

“That we 'shall recelve with pleasure any papers
which His Excollency may cause to be laid bofora
us having referénco to the' Consolidation of ‘the
Public Dobt, and the succéssfal extriions made by
tho. Minister of Finande during the'rgeess, with'a
view of securing ti.'s iniportant objoct.” W réjvice
to bo aagiped of H:: Excollency’s couviction -that
the depression wuder which we have laboured hing
not diminished our credit, although it bgs forvibly
impreszed ob His Excellonoy and his advwipers, the
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necessity of a strict and rigid economy. Participa*
ting in this conviction, we shall be rcady again to
consider the propriety of making the requisite pro-
vision for the Queen’s service. ‘a

¢ That we thank His Excellency for the assurance
that the accounts for the soveral departments sball
'b.eb})laced in our hands with as little delay as pos-
sible.

“ That we are profoundly grateful that it pleased
Almighty God in the last autumn to bless our land
with a plentiful harvest, and that we see around us,
at the present moment, the signs of a revival of
commerce. We carnestly pray that these marks of
returning prosperity may continue to increase, and
that our people may have abundant cause to be
thankful for the welfare of their country, and the
maintenance of law and order.

¢ That we shall use our utmost endeavours that
the laws may receive at our hands such amend-
ments and changes as may from time to time be
needed, but that we rejoice with His Excellency to
think that few subjects of a broad and important
character yot roemain to be dealt with by imme-
diate legislation.”

‘The hon. gentleman remarked that he was
upwards of sixty years old, a great many years
of which he had spentin the Legislative Council,
and although on many occasions it had devolved
upon him to perform the duty which he was
now about to perform, yet on no occasion had
he done so with so much pleasure as at present.
The Government deserved great credit for what
they had accomplished since the last Session of
Parliament, especially for the Financial arrange-
ments that had been entered into. When he
ooked at the present position of the Province and
contrasted it with its position on days gone by,
he was filled with admiration. Many years ago
it had been his lot to be in England at the time
the Hon. Mr, Dunn, the then Receiver General,
was there negociating from the rich firm of the
Rothsachilds, a small loan for some public purpose,
which did not” amount to more than £250,000.
Mr. Dunn pointed out the advantages and re-

-sources of our Province, of its Canals and navi-
gation, in glowing terms, but after listening to
him for some time, Mr, Rothschild concluded the
interview by saying, “Mr. Dunn, all this lIooks
very well on paper. Your ship Iooks well but 1
am afraid that it will sink.” Since then a great
change has taken place—the position of the
Provincenowmight befavourably contrasted with
what it was then, and for its present high pas-
ition, the Finance Minister deserves credit. It
was the constant remark of some people, with

- reference to the recent Financial arrangements,
that we could have done better—that we could
have borrowed money at a lower rate. But
such was not the case; and it was a matter of
astonishment and congratulation that the arran-
gements completed by the Finance Minister had
been brought to sach & successful issue. There
was scarcely a nation in Europe that could have
gone through what Canada had done and come
out of the trial so safe, and there was scarcely a
nation in Europe that had a national debt con-
golidated jas Canada had. At the present
moment Canada is in a proud position, and
although as a nation she might attain to a more
important position, yet he for one never wished

to see such a change in the constitution as
would render her independent of the Mothef
country. “While the Minister of Finance was
entitled to much credit for his labours during the
recess, the Post Master General was also entitled
to great.praise for the arrangements which he
had effected in his department during the same
period; and although the perfecting of those
arrangements had been ushered in by & - most-
melancholy occurrence, involving a dreadful loss
of life, yet he hoped that the sad event would
not mar the ultimate success of the enterprise.
With regard to the resolutions, they were & mere
echo of the speech; they showed he thought that
a healthy state of things was beginning to ex-
ist; and as regarded the people themselves, he
boped and believed, from what he saw and
heard, that a better and more amicable feeling
was springing up, owing, he believed, to the in-
tercourse that was had between them, and the
more they met each other the stronger this feel-
ing would become. When the union of the
Provinces was first proposed, helopposed it. He
did ‘not think that it would work well. But,
now that the Union was established, he would
pot be a party to breaking it, as it was un-
doubtedly for the advantage of the country that
it should be maintained. But he should haye
mentioned, when speaking of the recent postal
arrangements and the present financial condition
of our Province, that, according to recent re-
turns, it appears‘there is a deficiency of some
©8,000,000 in the United States Post Office De-
partment, and this, too, in & country where the
means of communication are so perfept. Opr
Department, could compare favorably with this.
At one time he thought that our Post Office could
not sustain itself at the presentrate of postage,
but he was happy to find himself disappointed.
He would now read the resolution which, he
hoped, would be passed unanimously, ‘but, be-
fore doing so, he must confess the pleasure it
gave him, and he was zure every member in the
House, to know that we were to receive a visit
from the Prince of Wales during the present
year. (Hear, hear). 1t was wellknown whata
good Queen we had, and although we were de-
pied the pleasure of receiving ber, yet everyone
would join in giving her gon, His Royal High-
ness, a fitting welcome. Before concluding, he
might remark that all the great questions which
bad vexed the Province for many years had
bappily. been disposed of, and at present thére
were none to distract the attention of hon. gen-
tlemen from™~the business of legislation, before
them, which he hoped would be disposed of, and
the members allowed to return home in season-
able time.

Hon. Mr. LATERRIERE seconded the Address
in & brief and eloquent gpeach. - - .

Hon. Mr. DeBLAQUIERE, in rising to make a
few remarks on the resolution before the House,
observed that nothing could be more- welconte
than the cordial expregsions, contained in the
despatch from Her Majesty announcing her-in-
tention of sending out her eldest gon, the heir
apparent, to visit us; and he was sure that the
visit would provein every way a satisfactory one.
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Adverting for a moment to the other matters of the,
resolution, he must say that he never knew a
government do ‘so much good for the Province
during & recess as the present governmeut had
done. He had watched the government closely
and he took their present achievement as
an earnest of what was to come. He said
this much because it wasdue to the Execu-
tive government far what they had done,
_and he hoped and trusted that the legisla-~
" ture would second the effort so ably begun,
for it would require the unanimous support of
the House to enable the government to carry out
those steps. He had neverbeen what was term-
.ed a party man; and he trusted that partizan
“feelings would give way altogether on this occa-
sion, and that every honorable gentleman could
feel that the time had arrived when party feeling
must be forgotten for the good of the country,
(hear, hear.(
, Hon. Col. PRINCE did not intended to speak
until some hon. gentleman had spoken adversely
to the resolution, when it had been his intention
to have spoken a few words in reply; but
as it was apparent from the demeanour of the
House that no honorable gentleman intended to
make any objection to the address, he would
change his intention so far as to make a few
remarks at present. He had heard no objections
to the speech from the throne, it was true,
but he could not help thinking that at least
in one point hon. gentlemen had been too
sanguine, and that was in thinking that after
the recent calamitous occurrance the
Imperial Government would ever trusi
the second hope of England to the murderous
fury of the Atlantic waves, For his part he
trusted to see the Sailor Boy one day out here ;
and he hoped that at no distant. day the second
blood Prince would be reigning in Canada.
With respect tp the consolidation of the statutes,
he must take the present opportunity of paying
a tribute of respect to the memory of the late
Chief Justice Macaulay, through whose instru-
-mentality mainly these works had been brought
to their present efficient state. He (Col. Prince)
was a member of the bar for twenty years, and
throughout that period he had known him the.
same talented, honorable and upright - gentle-
man, whom, to borrow from an eloguent author,
itJwould be &3 hard to cause to' commit an
unworthy action as it would be to make the
sun depart from his course. With regard to
the proposed regulation relating to the Crown
Lands, be advised the Commissioner, as he had
often done before, to limit time for the old
soldiers putting in their claims for land allow-
ance to two years, in order that the claims might
be closed. .
Hon. Mr. XANDER would advance hisviews
with a great desl of diffidence ; he felt the great
responsibility that rested on himself individual-
ly, and on the Government, and perhaps it was
this feeling that caused it to be said of him, as
it had been, that he took a very gloomy view of
“the affairs of the Province. ..i the present mo-
ment, the minds of men weic in an unasettled
state, and it was only by restoring peace and

.not follow the practice here ?

confidence.to the public mind that hon. gentle-
men could ever hope to sée the Province in the
same flourishing condition that it had been. By
going contrary to the. opinions of.the people,
discontent would be engendered, and a large
stream of population directed from the country.
Hon. gentlemen should not be too sanguine.—
There was such a thing as a young country be-
ing too prodigal. of its resources. = The. past
would teach a lesson for the present. The crisis
of 1854 and 1855, which was felt so severely
all over the country, except in the Eastern Pro-
vinces, had prostrated the energies of the coun-
try, and from the effects of this prostration she
had not rallied in the same manner as she ought
to have done. Houses in cities were yet unlet;
property was unsaleable, and there were .also
other unmistakable symptoms to show -that
the effects of the depression yet existed.
We ought to husband our resources. The evils
that were past he would not now allude to, hop-
ing that a new era was dawning upon us. We
were not at the present moment a rich people,
and Hon. Gentlemen knew that all the unneces-
sary expenses of the country were draiuing the
regources of the Province, and taking away the
prospect of our establishing manufactories in
our midst. He had one word to say with regard
to the customs’ duties. They should be reduced.
They had been done away with in England, why
One of the great
sources of our distress .was the way in which
the State managed our affairs. When Upper
Canada got a loan, Lower Canada must have an
equal amount, and so on. This was & most
hurtful system, and demanded an immediate
remedy. He feltit his duty to warn the Govern-
ment that & great deal of discontent existed at
the present state of affairs,—at least in the place
where he came from, and a strong feeling was
mapifested there for a dissolution of the Union.
But he hoped that Hon. Gentlemen would com-
bine and bring.back again a healthy state of
feeling to the country. In conclusion he would
give the Government credit for what they had
done, and express a hope that they would be
successful in bringing about once more a happy-
state of thingg for the Province. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE was far from coinciding in
the great laudations bestowed upon the Govern-
ment by some of the hon. Mempers who had
preceded him, which he thought undeseved.
He did not however intend to move any amend-
ment to the Resolutions but he would say that
so far from meriting praise he held the conduct’
of the Ministry to have been extremely discredit-
table. The hon. Member who had preceded him
had alluded to the general discontent that ex-
isted throughout the eountry, which he (Christie)
knew to be the caje, and so far from the dissa-
tisfaction having been at all mitigated duringthe
recess, he was sure it had greatly increased.
For himself he desired most energetically, to
record his protest against the acts of the Ad-
ministration, for which they- seemed to- think
they deserved so great praise. oo

Hon. Mr. FERRIE wag of a similar opinion, but
he believed that their financjal scheme so far



6

MIRROR OF PARLIAMENT.

[Wecinesds.y,

from being meritorious would be attended with
most fatal results to the Province.

Hon. Mr. DEBLAQUIERE had boped the hon.
Commissioner of Crown Lands would bave
mado arrangements by which persons in Upper
Canade having business to tramsact with bis
Department would have beaa able to do so-in
Toront6 instead of being pleced under the cruel
necessity of coming down to Quebec at

reat expenss of time anc money. By far
the largest part of the Crown Lands busi-
negs was originated in Upper Canads, and ho
thought the convenience of that section of the
Province, would have been consuited if this
arrangement bad been made.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET in reply, stated that
be had given to this very svhject, his most at-
tentive and anxious comsideration; but after
weighing it in all its bearings, he had come to
the conclusion that a bran:h of the Depart-
ment in Toronto, would not facilitate the ob-
ject the hon. gentleman had in view. Instead
of effecting s saving of mor~y and time, there
would have been & loes of 1 oth, for in mpst, if
not in all cases, it would hay » been necessary to
tefer matterg to him, and 1¢ did not feel he
could entrust the responsioility that devolves
upon him in this relation tc other hands with
that perfect safety which wg desirablo. The
gentlemen in hig office had evidenced the great-
est zeal and intelligence in tie discharge of their
datiesy yet he could not r2e tbat any one of
them should have been cha:-red with duties the
onug of which he himself hid assumed, and for
the proper discharge of wiiich, he, in fact, was
alone accountable. No onc would have been
‘more. pleased than himsel” if such an ar-
rangement could have been e:lected, for it would
have gaved him a good deal of harrassing la-
bour, but in the interests of gll concerned he
had been obliged to conclude that it could not
be done. . o

The several Resolutions werethen read sera-
0im, and adopted. :

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET moved that Hon.
-Megsrs. Borrron, De Laterzisrs; and himself,
be o Committee to-prepare en Address, founded
upon the Resolutions. Carred.

-The House then adjournud during pleasure,
and in a short time th¢ {‘ommittec returnod
‘with the Address, whi¢h wrs adopted, and or-
dered to be engrossed, and resented to His Ex-
cellency, by the members of the Government
sitting in the House.

The Hon. the SPEAKER then laid on the
table o Report on the stato f the Library, slso
& Report on Expiring Laws.

Hon. Mr. D2BLAQUIERE gavo notice of &
motion for correspondence with the Imperial
Goverument relating to- the Snbsidies granted
to Ocean Steamers, and another notice for cor-
respondence on tho subject of the Uanadian’
Line. ’ : .

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET introduced o Bill
relating to the sdwinistration of Orown Lands.
Second reading on Wednesday noxt. o

On motion of Hon. JOHN ROBS, it was Or-
dezod that during tho Session tho House abould

rise at 6 o'clock, and
7 o’clock.
The House then adjourned.

meot again ot ball-past

——

HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY
Quebec, Wednesday, Feb. 29, 1860.

Mr. Speaker took the chair at throe o'clock.
THE LIBRARY.

Mr. SPEAKER preseiited tho report of fho
Librarian, for the past year.

THE ADDRESS IN REPLY TO HIS EXCEL-
LENCY'S SPEECH. :

Order.—Cousideration of His Excellency’s
Speech at the opéning of the Session, with a
view to the adoption of an Humble Address to
His Excellency in answer thereto.

Mr. DESAULNIERS ssid that be had consent-
ed to move the Address in answer to the Speech
from the Throne, because the gelection of himself
to do so conferred an honor on the district of
Three Rivers, of which he was a member. It
was an honor which had not been dome to his
district for a long time. It was always difficult
to speak before a numerous and intelligent as-
sembly, but it was more difficult, for him owing
to his want of practicein the art, and owing to his
being called on to do 50 in a town that oxpected,
by right, better speeches than he could make.
However, passing over his demerits,.hs" thought
it hig duty to accept as member for a County in the
District of Threo-Rivers. But beforé¢ proceeding
any further, he found it his duty to explain his
position. Every one knew his political opin-
ions, and kaew too, to ;what party he be-
longed ; but be wished to avail himself of
this occasion to declare his views publicly and
openly. If ho had followed the Liberal Con-
servative party, it wasbecanse he thought itthe
only party that could administer affairs for the
good of the Country: It was the only party that
deserved his confidence, and it was his (Mr. Des-
aulniers) intention to continue to act slong with
it. It had been said that it was his inten-
tion to join the Rouge party, amongst whom he
had intimate and respected friends.  But he had
never hesitated between the two parties; his
choice bad never been doubtful. He thought
now, as he had always thought, that the Rouges
were unfit. to manage the public affairs, and if
thoy should be called to power, the Province
would run great risks. He had never liked the
discussions carried on in their papers. He did
not like to sac thé Government accused of cor-
ruption "at all times, and often without rea-
son.. That the Rouge papers should say that
the Rouges alone were honest and alono doing
good, wag simply absurd. Another reagson that
bad induced him to leavo that party, was its
unjon with the honorable ‘member for Toronto
(Hon. Mr. Brown)., This alllance’ wag made
against the wishes and agalust the intersst of
Lowor Qansda.  The eloction of the Hon. Boliel-
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-tor General East (Hon. Mr. Morin) in the very

heart of the Rouge party, was a striking proof
that thig alliance was disavowed by Lower Ca-
neda. He did not think that French Canadians,
having the interest of their country at heart,
could remain the friends of a man that had in-
sulted them so much and accused thém every
day in the most unjust mander. Those that
cared about their nationality could no longer be
the friends of a man who had said in his paper,
speaking of the pretended domination of Lower
over Upper Canada, “Ig it possible that Anglo-
Saxons will be ruled over by a degenerate nation
which their priests govern like flocks of
sheep? Show your strength and humiliate this
nation.” He did not think that any party could
remain united to a man like Mr. Brown,
for it would show a want of patriotism
and national pride. He repeated, that he
desired to follow the Liberal Comnservative
party, and that by conviction. He
would now pass to the Address. He did not
believe that any one could say, as it had often
been said, that the speech from the Throne con-
tained nothing, and meant no more ; that it was
of so little importance that it did not deserve
the honor of discusgsion. He found in this ad-
dress a great amount of important things, and
if he had the capacity required, there would be
matters for a speech of many hours; for this
Address contained a relation of past events, and
hopes for the future that ought to rejoice them.
It was found in the beginning that the Address of
the two Houses had been presented to the Queen,
and that it was most graciously received by our
Sovereign. Her Majesty was so well pleaged
with it, that she deigned to receive the bearers
of the Address before any one that day. And
he (Mr. Desaulniers) was happy to say that Her
Majesty had most graciously received Mr.
Speaker, who was charged with their delivery.
The sentiments expressed by the Queen on this
occagion should rejoice all the friends of the
country. We had also to rejoice at the success
obtained by the Hon. Postmaster-General. He
(the Hon. Postmaster-General) had concluded
arrangements by which the European mails,
and even the United States mails, could be
carried by the Canadian line of steamers.
These arrangements would have the result of
extending the fame of our country throughout
Europe, and encouraging emigration towards our
wild lands, besides the advantages that the Ca-
nadian line would derive therefrom. The un-
fortunate catastrophe of one of the steamers
should not discourage us, sad though it was,
and ought not to prevent the Government from
continuing its aid to the Company. This line
proved that, however young it might be, Ca-
nada would be made a grand country by the
energy of its inhabitants, who had made her the
finest part of the British dominions in North
America. Another paragraph of the Address
spoke of the Municipal Laws for Lower Canada,
and he was happy to notice that the Government
would go to work actively for their renewal and
consolidation, ag they were now a labyrinth
where the most intelligent were at a loss. The

House would hear with pleasure that the Hon.
Attorney General proposed to fulfil his promise
of last session to come forward with & measure
of this kind. The Municipal Law as it stood was
8o confused as to prevent its application, but
he hoped that Government would succeed in
intreducing one that would satisfy the rural
population of Lower Canada. (Hear, hear.)
The speech mentioned also the necessity
of a law for regulating the {ransactions
between Debtor and Creditor; but as he
(Mr. Desaulniers) was not a commercial man,
he would leave it to some one else to look into
that subject. Another measure of no less im-
portance was a law to regulate the management
of the Crown Lands. A great difficulty existed
in-the out of door management of Crown Lands,—
that was, of those that were not under the im-~
mediate care of that department. This inter-
fered to a great extent with the settlement of
our public domain. He was happy to see that
the Government was disposed to look into the
matter at once, for it was an important one to
Lower Canada. The monopoly of the lands had
forced the young men of this part of the Pro-
vince to employ elsewhere their energy and
labor, since they could not settle on the soil of
the Province. He lived in a County where
great difficulties had to be overcome in seitling
wild lands, but he hoped they would never pre-
sent themselves again, owing to the energetic
action of the Government. He spoke of an in-
dividual who had taken possession of all the
lands of the St. Maurice under the pretence that
they were of no value; but since His Excel-
lency and some of his Ministers had bheen up
that River, the Government had become well
aware of their inestimable value and this abuse
had ceased. He hoped that by the measure
that would be proposed, colonisation would beren-
dered easier and monopoly impossible. The im-
portance ofthe St. Maurice had beentakennotice
of for several years, and settlement had been
encouraged in its valley. In the county of St.
Maurice only, no less than eight townships had
been surveyed, and three large parishes had been
settled, in which we now saw Churches and
Ministers of religion. A proof that these townd
ships are in a flourishing state, was that the
settlers had been able to pay into the hands of
the local agent over $2000, and this at the first
call. Still, many young men looked for settle-
ments, and he hoped that, after the report of the
agent, the Government would get two. new
townships settled, especially, if it were taken
into consideration that the St. Maurice was of &
greater importance than the Ottawa itself. He
hoped that the reduction of the price of lands,
begun at his request and that of the Member for
Champlain, would be extended to the whole
Crown Lands, Public expenses had always heen
a favourite theme of the Members of the Opposi-
tion. They always talked loudly of eorruption
and money wasted ; but he did not believe a
word of all they said, Far from it. He thought
Government had made all possible efforts to
reduce expenses during the past year, and 'he
was happy to hear they proposed to continue in
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the same way. It was true that the expenses
had been heavy for a few years, but in return

e had immense public works, which would be

‘done for their direct advantage.

the pride of more advanced Countries. The
Governmental expenses were comparatively light.
During the performance of the works mentioned,
the expenses were necessarily increased, but the
vigilance of Government had always prevented
waste, and they had been honest enough to keep
from corruption. It was but right thatthe people
should pay alighttax tomeet theexpensesof works
The electors

- understood this perfectly, when the thing was

properly explained to them. They knew well
that the Public Debt was not created by waste
and corruption. He was also Lappy that the

. Hon. Minister of Finance bad succegded in his

mission, although the details were not known as
yet. We could hardly expect such a result, but
if we judged by the offers of the English capi-
talists, our credit in England was still excellent.

- The transactions of the Hon Minister were a con-

"~ lumny.

_visit of the Prince of Wales.

vineing proof that we were far from bankruptey,
as the opponents of the Ministry were saying
every day. Many persons, and even the avowed
opporents of the Government, admitted that
‘these negotiations had established the €inancial
reputation of the Hon. Minister, and they prov-
ed, also, that the cries of bankruptey were a ca~
Another paragraph that he would
reffer to was the one relating.to the intended
This ought to be

. the cause of great rejoicing to us, for it was a

long time since a Prince of the Royal Family
had visited Canada. If the Royal Visitor were
duly received, it might be a great bhenefit
to Canada. His impressions: would bestrong-
ly printed on his mind, and, if good, they
might influence his action towards us when he
would have replaced our actual Sovereign. He
hopedthat he would be recéived with right Royal
honours, especially as' the visit would coincide
with the inauguration of the Victoria Bridge,and
that the town of Montreal, which knew how to
do things, would be charged with giving him a
grand reception. He would finish by moving
the answer to His Excellency’s speech. ’

" Mr. SIMPSON rose to second the Address. He

“said: Mr. Speaker:—In rising to second the

motion of the hon. member for Saint Maurice, I
have the satisfaction of feeling that my task is
alight one. The speech with which His Ex-
cellency yesterday opeuned the proceedings of the
present Session, is 8 model for state documents
of the kind. Like a Glengarry salutation, it is
all point. It has, too, the great merit of being
brief, clear, grammatical and logical. It does

- not deal with a large variety of topics, but those

_ adverted to have an influential bearing upon the

public interests, and. all are treated in such a
menner- that even hostile criticism has no room
for cavil. - First in order, as in social and politi-

" cal consequence, the Governor General adverts to

" the approaching visit of His Royal Highness the

‘Prince of Wales.
" doubt the whole continent does regret, that even
" your persuasive accents could not convince the

Sir, we may regret, and no

Queen of the advisability of herself visiting Her

.

loyal Canadian pcople, but I am sure every man
amongst us Ioves and reverences the Royal per-
son too .deeply to find fault becanse Her
Majesty will not expose herself to the inconve-
niencies and perils of so long & voyage. The'
great distinction with which you, sir, were re-
ceived, and the gracious manner in- which our
illustrious Sovereign has acceded to the wishes
of Her Canadian Parliament in promising to
send us as Her Representative, the Heir t¢ Her
Throne, adds another to the many strong ties
which bind us to Her service ; and will stimu-
‘late the Government, the Legislature and the
People of Canada, to receive the Royal Visitor
in & manner befitting the high promise held out
by his personal qualities, the lofty station he
now fills, and in the course of nature is destined
to reach, and the ardent hopes and fervent
prayers of which he is the object throughout
every part of the great British Empire. Sir, 1

trust-that, if possible, the Legislature in Session *

will receive our future Sovereign, for it is, I be-
lieve, the first time that a colony has had such
an honor conferred upon it. The next important
subject adverted to, includes the various postal
arrangements effected with European States
through the energetic action of the Honorable
the Postmaster General. Into the details of
these arrangements it is not my province at pre-
sent to enter. Party feeling may sneer at their
influence and underrate their value, but candid
men not merely sec in them a proof of the. ear-
nest zeal and -eminent success with which the
Postmaster General executes the duties of his
office, but from this very success they gather
indications that we are fast realizing the objects
for which our public works were constructed,
and that steady perseverance in the same policy
will in the end render these works remunera-
tive. Mr. Speaker, one cannot advert to these
postal arrangements without recalling the fear-
ful calamity which last week sent a thrill of
horror through the length and breadth of. our
land, and filed with intensest sorrow a great
numberof Canadian hearts and Canadian hores.
One of the finest vessels that floated on the
ocean wave, commanded by a seaman in whose
experience, judgurent and attention to duty the

public reposed unlimited confidence, freighted -

with a cargo valued at many hundreds of thous-
ands of dollars, with mails of incalculable value,
and with many of our fellow subjects, precious
to somme of* ug, dear to us all, disappéared be-
neath the dark waters of the Atlantic, and it is
probable that we shall forever remain ignorant
of the cause, for there does not seem to be s sin-
gle survivor to relate the sad story. Sir, if there
has been a fault anywhere, through the desire.of
the day to make a rapid passage, how fearful a
responsibility ha sbeen incurred. For what sig-
nifies the gnin of an hoirr in the twelve, when
weighed against even the chance of such & ter-
rible loss of life and treasure?  But, Mr. Speaker,

whilst every precaution which human wisdom.

can suggest; must be adopted to prevent the re-

currence of calumities like this, we must not re--

lax our efforts in the great work of improvement.
Whilst sorrow and misfortune teach us prndence,
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let them also incite us to increase our exertions
and activity. The, settlement of the Boundary
Line will finally dispose of another of those irri-
tating questions which it is the pride of the
present Government to have takén out of the
arena of discussion, and the consolidation of the
Municipal Law of Lower Canada and of the
Statutes at large places the Government and the
Legislature on the vantage ground which it was
the greatobject of the Union to provide for them,—
namely, & position from which they can work
advantageously for a gradual and safe and sat-
isfactory, assimilation of the laws of Upper and
Lower Canada, g0 that, in no long time, we may
hope to see the whol2” country, from Essex fo
Gaspe, governed by the game code. The coun-
try will be delighted30 see the recommendation
of His Excellency as to further legislation on the
relations between debtor and creditor. So far
as Upper Canada is concerned, as regards the
interests of both creditors and debtors, the laws
now in force operate injuriously and unjustly,
and amendments are imperatively called for.
In truth, Sir, the great want felt by Upper Ca~
nada at this time i social and institutional, not
political legislation, and I am glad to see the
Government manfully grappling with the most
important and the most complicated of these so-
cial questions, and feel sure the House
will render all the assistance in its power to set-
tle it by equitable and comprehensive legislation.
After the lamentable experience we have had
during the recess in the cases of the Interna-
tional and Colonial Banks, there can be no
doubt that the system of Banking requires early
and serious consideration, and that it is our duty
to prevent further mischief of the like kind, by
expunging from the Statute Book certain char-
ters of a nature similar to those of the concerns
to which I have just adverted. The Finan-
cial condition of the Province, including
the Consolidation of the Public Debt, em-
braces too great a variety of topics to be en-
tered upon in connexion with other subjects, and
1 shall but briefly advert to it now, seeing that
the Honorable Member for Toronto is preparing
to furnish us with a grand field day thereupon.
I must’ say, however, that to the Minister who
framed, and to the Members of the Legislature
who supported the changes made in the Tariff
last Session, it must be exceedingly gratifying
to know that the results aimed at have been pro-
duced,—namely, the improvement of the Revenue
and the application of a stimulug to Manufactu-
ring ‘ndustry from which highly beneficial results
may ve anticipated, With regard to theConsoli-
datior of the Debt,I shall content myself with a
-very orief reference. The Finance Minister
-degerv:s and meets with the thanks of thecommu-
nity forthe success which hag attended his efforts
thus far, because this success is to a great extent
aftributable tothe admirable judgment he display-
ed in sekcting the time for opening his scheme on
the Loncon Market, and to the lucid and compre-
hensive nanner in which he explained its de}ails.
There ar} but two essentials needed for a due
appreciaton of the actionof the Honorable Gen-

 was the Debtor.

tleman, first, brains to comprehend its bearings ;
second, candour to admit its results. Neither
the framers nor the supporters of the Consolida-
tion Scheme, ever supposed that the. Finance
Minister could so blind or bamhoozle the holders
of the Provincial Debt that they would accept a
five per cent security for a six per cent security,
unless the capital represented was fairly propor-
tioned, in a case when the Province of Canada
The London Stock Exchange
people are somewhat proverbial for their capa-
city in calculating values, gnd in a matter
resolvable by plain figures. The least probable
thing in the world. was that they would allow
themselves to be ¢ chiselled” by us, ’cute as we
think ourselves. But the great object sought for
through Consolidation was to place the Debt of
the Province in such a shape that it conld be
easily managed---to free us from the continually
recurring difficulty of having more to pay annu-
ally than the Revenue would meet---and if in
accomplishing ‘this, the Finance Minister had
suffered a loss, instead of effecting & saving, as
he has done, I for one, should have said that he
acted prudently and- for the country’s interest,
and that he certainly entitled himself to the
fervent thanks of all future Cbhancellors of
the Ex¢hequer in particular. 1 must say,
however, that the Honorable Gentleman, when
in London, did not seize one opportunity of
immortalizing himself. If, when be was of-
ered some twenty millions more than he
needed for Provincial use, he had chanced
to remember that there are many debts ix the
Province as well as or the Province, that great-
ly stand in need of consolidation, and had
brought over with him the snug little sum I
have mentioned for that particular purpose, he
would bave been by far the most popular man
that ever appeared in Canada, and might, by
universal suffrage, have installed himself perpe-
tual dictator of Canadian Finance. All must
feel gratified in believing that the Government .
is thoroughly impressed with the necessity of
practising, through all departments.and branch-

es of the Public Service, such strict economy

as is consistent’ with efficiency and with a pro-

per regard to existing interests. That His Ex-

cellency makes use of amerely formal expression,

was attested last session by the readiness with’
which the Government adopted the recommen-

dation of & committee for reducing the printing

expenditure. In the same spirit, Sir, let the

Legislature and the Government act in unison.

There is & -necessity for all the economy they

can jointly originate and practise. Providence

last year was merciful, and abundant crops in

many places rejoiced the hearts of the husband-

men. But many sections of Upper Canada are

still suffering deeply. A disease beyond the powers

of Government and Legislatare firgt ruined the

crops, and then Usury and Law Costs eat up the

products of.the industry of former years. One of
our constituencies, measuring in territory pot
more than eight miles square, is, on a careful es-

timate, poorer to-day than-it was five years ago,

by more than half a million of dollars, and 2
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gimilar diminution in value has been going on
among many other of the Upper Canada consti-
tuencies. 1 am happy to believe that a change
bas comménced, but the suffering is great and
the healing process slow. The peoplé look to us
to render’ their own strenuous efforts every aid
which legislation can yield, and we ghall be-
tray (our trust if their hopes are disappoint-
ed. Mr. Spesker, I might advert to other
topics, but the - joint authority” of custom and
duty prevent me from travelling out of the record,
and therefore, I conclude by heartily seconding
the motion of the hon. member for St. Maurice.
Hon. Mr. THIBADEAU said he did not in-
tend to speak, but after what had fallen from
the hon. member for St. Maurice, he could
" not do otherwise than say a few words. He
rose only to express his regret that the hon.
member did not communicate what he'was to
say before the House, to his friends and- prin-
. cipally to him (Mr. T.) with the convincing
reasons that decided him to move the Address,
for the speech he (hon. member for St. Mau-
- rice) had made, wds a mosteloquent and complete
refutation of his political career during the iast
few years. In this speech he had approved the
doings of the Govérnment since they were called
to power, although there was a great number of
measures of this government against which the
- hon. member voted m~re than once. The hon.
member haddiscoveredd. : His Excellency’s speech
matter to speak for icuis.  Still; the Ministerial

papers did their best to publish through the-

country that the speech contained nothing,
and that it was following in that respect the
proceedings of the British Government. - The
_confidence the hon. member éntertained in
the Government is'such as’ to -make us be-
lieve that the present. ministry would intro-
- duce us into the very best of world's possible. He
(Mr. T.) did not doubt in the least that the hon.
member was in earneést, and Lie thought that had
he communicated his convictions he (Mr.  T.)
would also have been converted. By looking over
the Journal of the Assembly it was to be seenthat
the hon. member had, during four years, given
about & dozen of votes of non-confidence ‘in the
Alministration.
member for Toronto was taken from'the Com-
mittee on Public Accounts, and thé:"Admin-
istration said that they would consider thé vote on
this occasion r»a-xote of confidence or Hon-con-
fidence, the hon. member (Mr. Desaulniér§) voted
against them, and of course voted non-coiifidence.
It was the case on the Seat 6f Governmexnt ques-
tion, That questionthehonorablememberdid not
mention any more. than his Excellency. He

Mr. T.) remembered also thatthe hon. member-

id not approve of the scts of the Gevernment in
this affair, and that hé contributed to vote them
down. How it wasthat after all these, votes and
many others, the hon. member approved all that
had been done by the Administration and de-

,clared himselfa supporter of all they proposed to
do? ' The mover had also been very severe in his
remdrks - conterning‘the Rouge party. If any
one differed from the Government, it seemed he

For instance, wher~the "hon.-

was to be set down asa member of the Great'and
Terrible Rougeparty. (Hear)) He(Mr.T.) wasnot
Rouge ; he was a Conservative,»and - he thought
the present Administration bad left the line of
conduct which became the Conservative party.
But the hon. member had gone further, and-said
one must be & poor patriot to assoviate hiniself
with the present Ministry—that:wasto announce
a policy of :*“ Men,” not'a policy of “ Measures .
(Hear.) He (Mr. Thibaudeau,) had never made
a factious opposition to the Ministry. Hiywasan
opposition of ::rinciple, and heintended to carry it
on with all the energy possible. It had: been
sought to make the Lower Canadian Opposition
responsible for the Articles which had appeared
inthe Globe. Many of these Articles-heregretted
to have seen—many of them never:ought to have
been written—he repudiated most: of ‘them, as
well a8 many of those in Ministerial papers,
which, indeed, has been as full of -insults
against Lower Canadian Institutiohs:and the
Lower Canadian Clergy, as "~ ever :the Globe
had. (Hear.) He, however, cared not for -his
friend, the mover of the Address, - for the ingen-

‘uity with whi:h ¢ had defended the ministeral

position. -He had -spoken of - the satisfaction
with which thepeople viewed the enormous debt
under which we labored—created, as he &aid it
was, for great and useful Public Works. - How-
ever, his friend had voted against :‘the bills by

‘which they were called into being (Hear, hear)

so that if the Country wag satisfied he was indeed
content, it showed -that he'bad mot " listened to
the voice -of "his hon. friend, (Hear.) And to
show the futility of the ' assertion ‘'that the
Ministry were .supported by the voice of -the
Country, he would only point totheelection§f the
Member for North York, - the Miyor of Toronto,
and to the election in Terrebonne: Where & man
who had been previously elected by acclama-
tion had been forced to contest his séat most
severely, and to carry it, 'if rumor spoke trus,
by the most reckless :ecorruption.’ Morally
speaking, the latter election was' - defeat.
Again, allusion had been made to the economi-
cal administration of the departrients. - He had
heardmuch about it, but if the Press wetb-to be
believed, great ddditional expense - had been in-
curred. Then colonization had -been ‘spoken
of. He would not refuse to thé present ministry
the credit of -having -such “articles—he was a
French Oanadian and a Roman Catboli¢, and he
had never permitted any ‘one tg:.attack our re-
ligious institutions without defending them as
he would always do. The mover of tke address
should have remembered that - several Members
of the Government, for instance, thehon.- Post
Master General, had beén -as full of insults
against the Lower Canadians ‘as” a3y * Member
of the House. (Hear.) He (Mr. Tlibaudeau)
must say a'word -or ‘two-about the'position of
Upper.and Lower Canada towards ‘each other.
If the present agitation were to be continued—
and pitt on the footing of “ war'bitween Upper
ahd Lower Canada”—in" that ¢cas ‘it would be
the duty of “every” Lower - Caitidian- to!tally
around the majority from Lewer Oanada.
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(Hear.) He would be the ldst to wish to see an
injustice done to Upper or Lower Canada by
‘the other, and what he spoke of might be the
oply way to preventit. He hoped, however,
that such was not the real position ; that the
cnse had been over-statéd ; and that there would
be a pause before bringing matterstosuch apass.
‘Did Lower Canadiane demand any privileges
which they were not willing to accord to
others? No! Did they require more liberty
than they were willing to give? No!
Where, then, need there be fault found with
them? - He must next compliment his hon.
friends for having done -, something in
this- respect, but they ought to have
voted three or four times as much, and
he felt convinced that if they did ed—if they
gave $400,000 for purposes of colonization—the
population would double itself in- ten years.
He pointed out several places in which the
Gaovernment-qught to build roads and bridges,
when they wohd keep hundreds of people from
emigrating. If only as many millions were
spent on works of colonization as were spent on
railways, - &c., the country would profit by it.
{Hear.) He must seize the present occasion for
saying tbat the Government lhad given the best
consideration to the suggestions he had made
respecting improvements in Portneuf, and while
saying this it-would be remarked that, in op-
posing the Government, he did not do so from
motives of disappointment, -but on general
principles. (Hear.) He would now come to
the -Address, but he would -say little about it,
for he thought it contained nothing, éxcept the
notice of the Prince of Wales' visit, at which all
were glad. There was a paragraph about the
Municipal Law. That was a subject of great
- ¢onsequence, and in dealing with it he trusted
there would bé no party feeling shown,. for it
ought to be made a3 perfect as the united efforts
of all could succeed in doing. As tothe Finan-
cial operations,- wo' must ‘have information
before we could praise or condemu them. -
Mr. TURCOTTE said the bon. gentleman had
said that he would not oppose the great majority
of Upper Osnadiang in & certain case, but he
-geemed not to have the same consideration for
the people of his own section of the Province.
Let him lookat the deeds of the Administration.
Had it not passed, quietly, the greatest
legislative measureg ever carried in any country,
and settled the Feudsl Tenure business without
effasion of blood? From that time many
Lower Canadians, previously hostile, had united
themselves to the Government. On the other
band, the leader of the Opposition had sbhown
himself the determinéd ememy of Inmstitutions
which he- did not understand, and of people
whom he knew nothing of, (Hear.) Themem-
ber -for Portnenf had- not besn able to vote
against the measures establishing the Grand
Trank and instituting reforms, all measures of the
present Government. Yet he ‘found fault -with

them. - It was;- indeed; & source of pride to gees.
that:the country, however -thinly populated,

tould hold up its head .among the nations—

5

succeed in doing what the United States
could not do—and that its credit, in-
stead of being as low as the Brown-
Dorion Ministry, to'which the hon. member had
belonged—had asserted—was as good ag that of
almost any European nation. (Hear.) He sup-
posed, however, that the hon. member for Port-
neuf would not deny that he would support the
hon. member. for Toronto in forming another:
Ministry. He defied him to deny it. ’
Hon. Mr. BROWN remarked that he had been
prepared on the previous.evening to’ proceed
with tlic debate on the gpeech_from the Throne-
He considéred it a waste of time to prolong dis-
cussion on such a document. It had been term-
ed by the hon. member from Niagara a ‘ model
speech.” If that were true, then a model speech
from the Throng must be one which contained
ag few ideas as possible in as many words as
possible. Thero had been a time when the hon.
gentlemen on the benches opposite had some
measures to offer, andsomething likea policy,but
hedefied themto getupnow and names ginglemea-
sure they had offered to the country. Thesubjects
the hon. gentlémen opposite desired to call the
attention of members to, were simply these :—
Postal Arrangements, the Boundary-line between
the Canadas, the Municipal Laws of Lower
Capada, the Consolidation of Her Statutes,
and the administration of the Crown Lands.
There was not one other subject. Thege were
the whole of the subjects upon which they were
told there was to be legislation. On the subject
of Debtor and Creditor, the language used was
really amusing—that we should not fail to give
our attention to the “expediency” of consider-
ing that law. There was a demand for a Bank-
rupt bill, and they were merely asked to con-
gider the * expediency” of it. He doubted if the
hon. gentlemen had a policy even upon this
question. They admitted what had been said
on the sabject, and that it was most desirable
such a bill should be passed. Yet they merely
invited attention to the expediency of its con-
gideration. He had been rather amused at ihe
laudation the Postmaster General had received
from the member for- Niagara. It might really
be supposed that the whole commerce of Europe-
was soon to flow .into our country; while, in fact,
only. perhaps half-a-dozen mail-bags were to pass
over our lakes once a-week, But he was,
nevertheless, prepared to give the Postmagter
Generalfull credit for all . he had accomplished,
and the bon. gentleman from Niagars, certainly
need have no fear that any feelings of partizan-
ship would prevent the Oppositiop party from
doing full justice to the Administration. He
was happy to hear that the Government bad
scyeceived suggestions. from many sources with
reference to the measure introduced last Ses-
sion -for the Consolidation of the Munici~
pal Law of Lower Canada.” They could
not prepare a Bill themselves and 8o had
been gathering suggestions in the country. He
did not think they, ought to be asked.to rejoice
at that; it was thoss who had received the
suggostiona who bad cause to rejoice. It would
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be cause for rejoicing if they presented a good
‘Bill. They received with pleasure His Excel-
lency’s congratulations on the issue of the Con-
solidated Statutes of Canada. He supposed the
congratulation was on the véry. neat manner in
which the books were bound and on their being
packed in strong boxes and séntoverthecountry.
They rejoiced, at the opening of the last Session,
that the, work had been begun; the rejoiced
again at the close of the Session that it had been
finished ; and now were called upon to rejoice
once more over the binding of the books and the
packing of the boxes. If the hon. gentleman
would only send for the Governor of Barbadoes,
to give them a policy, or one decent measure to
-call-their own, he thought, if properly appealed
-to, he would certainly come to their rescue.
They were asked to give their best attention to
the expediency of considering the Law of Debtor
and Creditor. It was extraordinary that that
was the only clause in which they were asked to
do any practical legislation ; it was the only one
that gave satisfaction or caused rejoicing. It
was & very wise policy to ask them.to consider
only the “expediency.” If the hon. gentlemen
should find any difficult questions come up, how
easy it would be to drop them and consider only
their “expediency,” He thought that the At-
torney General West, with his large experience,
wag surely competant to' prepare & Bill and offerit
for the adoption of the House. Thuat was the
method adopted in England, and they had a
right to expect it here. He agreed with His
Excellency, that their present system of banking
was worthy of early and serious consideration,
and he hoped they would keep in mind the point
he (Mr. Brown) had insisted upon, that no
Charter be granted until bona fide proof had been
given that there was money to go on with the
scheme, and that the Charter was not obtained
. for the purpoge of being sold. It was said that
a measure would be laid before, them for the
purpose of facilitating the administration of
the Crown Lands. This had been done in
.1856 and was renewed now in 1860. Four
years had passed and. they were without it
yet. It was a measure of importance, and it was
to be hoped that when the unfortunate bill did
come it would receive their most earnest atten-
tion. They would receive with pleasure any pa-
pers that might be laid before them by the Min-
ister of Finance, with regard to the consolida-
- tion of the Public Debt, for at present they were
quite in the dark on that subject. Hon. gentle-
man had lauded the scheme, and one had told
them that the country owed a deep debt of grati-
tude to the Minfster of Finance, but at the same
time they knew nothing of what they had done ;
but he should be the first to return his hearty
‘thanks to the hon. gentleman if he could show
bis scheme to be worthy of approbation. They
were rejoiced to be assured of His Excellency’s
conviction that the depression under which they
had labored had not diminished their credit, but
bad forcibly impressed upon him and his ad-
vigers the necessity of a strict and rigid economy.
That was very well, but there were some por-

tions of this country where it was considered
doubtful whether it was expedient to run"into
any more schemes for borrowing money, and
thought that it would be well if they had not
such free access to the money-market. There
could be no doubt that the gratification to be
experienced concerning the offer of two millions
of which they had beard so much would depend
on the character and conditions of the loan. In
the meantime he would take it for granted that
His Excellency was correct and let the ‘matter
pass, hoping that when the subject came up the
Finance Minister would take an early opportunity
of offering explanations to the House. He thanked
His Excellency for the assurance that.the ac-
counts should be placed in their hands with as
little delay as possible, and for his prayer
that their returning prosperity might continue to
increase. He apprehended that was the pith of
the speech and that he had named the only
pointsthe Oppositionwerecalled upon to express
an opinion on. He, for his part, was not prepared
to say with his Excellency that ¢ but few sub-
jects ” of an important character remained to be
dealt with, He thought there were a great ma-
ny subjects, and before the session was much
older they would have an opportunity of bring-
ing some of those subjects before the House.
Any phaselogy of the address which they might
desire changed could readily be passed over, and
they would reserve themselves upon those points
for a full discussion there after. They felt that
the subjects named in the speech were not such
as to demand attention, and he should not raise
a discussion upon those subjects and then bring
them up for debate afterwords. They therefors
came to the conclusion;. though an unusunal
thing in Canada, to allow the address to pass, at
the same time giving notice to Hon. Gentle-
men opposite that if they did not know what
subjects required to be legislated upon the.
Opposition would show them that they knew
of some things for their consideration. The
most remarkable feature of the speech was that
it contained nothing, and the next remarkable
thing was how much had been omitted. The
hon. gentlemen had no measure of their own ;
all the measures they ever brought up were in-
herited from the Hincks Administration. They
had one measure, however, and he was surprised
that they should have thrown it overboard as
soon, for it was of much importance to the Coun-
try and must be considered. - Gentlemen had ex-
pressed strong views on questions relating to the
differences between Upper .and Lower Canada.
They had had three speedhes, mainly directed
against himself, in & language he but partially
understood andlistened to with difficulty.” They
had been attacking him, and it was an absurdity
for him toget up and answer them in a language
they could not understand. And why did the
Hon. gentlemen from St. Maurice single Lhim ont
in that way.? ' Did he not knew that he (Brown)
stood supported by a mgjority of the people of
Upper Canada, and that he represented the views
of ‘'the great mags of the people in that part of
the country he'wag sent from, though perhaps
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actuated by stronger principles than they ? And
yet they were told- that these gentlemen approv-
ed thes Administration simply because the mem-
ber from Upper Canada was present and he did
not approve of agreeing with him! Was there
anything more contemptible than a party living
upon such views. They should drop such things
and come down to common reason. He hoped
when the discussion came on all would be pre-
paredtoconsider the difficulties of the country in
a proper manner. The subject could not be any
longer delayed. He apologised for baving spoken
withsomuch warmth andshould regret ofanything
he had said excited feelings other than amicable.
In reference to the last clausc of the Address, he
(Mr. Brown,) could only say that, much as they
might regret the inability of Her Majesty the
Queen to visit this Province in person, he was
sare there was not a person in Upper Canada
who would not give to His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales, our future Sovereign, such a
reception as he was in every way entitled to
receive. R

Mr. Attorney General CARTIER said the
Honorable Member for Toronto had discussed
the Address in & tone soamiable—he had provo-
ked such an amount not of ire, but of good
humour—that he (Mr. Attorney General Cartier)
would not occupy the time of the House in fol-
lowing the honorable gentleman through his
speech. He would only say in reference to the
Government, that,when the proper time arrived,
he would be able to show that, during the five
years that they had been in office, they had in-
itiated and passed more important measures than
had ever beenintroduced and carried in the same
time before. He mightnotbeable to convincethe
hon. gentleman ofthe fact, but fromthe good hum-
ourmanifested by the honorable gentleman hedid
not despair of doing so. He (Mr. Attorney
General Cartier,) did not know whether it was
the desire of any of the honorable gentleman to
address the House on .the present occasion.
But believing that the desirewas general to close
the debate, he would reserve till another occa-
sion the discussion ofthe general subjects refer-
red to by the honorable gentleman.

-Mr. SPEAKER put the question on the first
clause of the address. :

Mr. McGEE said he did not intend to speak
and should not have spoken had it not been
the impression on many minds that the first
paragraph of the address should not go to
the public without an expression of opinior
from honorable gentlemen generally. That
paragraph, as they were all aware, had refer--
ence to the visit to Canada of His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales. It would be
in the recollection of Mr. Speaker—for no one
had been more concerned in bringing about this
desirable result than himself-—that the address of
both Houses was agreed to with great unanimity
on all gides. Therefore, what he would desire
to express now—he did not know whether hon.
gentlemen on his side of the House would
agree with him—was that, if His Royal Highness
the Prince of Wales should, by the command of

-

Her Majesty and under the advice of her consti~
tutional advisers, visit Canada, it was highly
desirable that he should be received by all classes
of Her Majesty’s subjects with invariable good
will--not, he wauld say, with perfunctory kinduess,
butwithhearty good-will. In the Imperial point of
view, the object of His Royal Highness's visit wag,
no doubt, to increase the good feelingsexistingbe-
tween this colony and the mother country; and,
algo, to impress the people of the United States
with the value of monarchial institutions. As
regarded oursclves, the object of the visit was,
no doubt, to make an advertisement. As re-
garded the Grand Trunk Railway Co., their object
was, no doubt, to make money. [Cries of
“Oh!"] There was no question about the mat-
ter, although honorable gentlemen might cry
“Oh!” But, whatever might be their object,
the object of Imperial statesmen—the men who
looked before and after—was to increase the at-
tachmentbetween Canadaand the mothercountry.
Well, thatbeing so, he wished to say, asone of the

‘representatives of the city where His Royal High-

ness would probably be first and most promi-
nently introduced to the people, that if His Roy-
al Highness was to be chaperonied by a per-
son standing between the people and His Royal
Highness, and whom the people thoroughly de-
tested---if His Royal Highness’ visit was merely
made the instrument for rebuilding the populari-
ty of an unpopular Governor General—it were
really better that His Royal Highness should not
visit the Province. (Cries of * Shame !")

M. SPEAKER—There must be no allusion to
His Excellency the Governor General.

Mr. McGEE—Why, it was His Excellency’s
speech that was the Order of the Day, and he
(Mr. McGee) was speaking to it. (A laugh.)
But he would repeat, although the decorum and
gravity of the Chair might compel Mr. Speaker
to call him to order, he thought it much better.
that the members of the House should plainly
understand that if the future King of England,
and-future ruler of all Her Ma'esty’s dominions,
came here to make political capital for an indi-
vidual, it were much better that His Royal High-
ness should not come here. He did not raise
this question ; but he wished to say that if an
unpopular Governor General were to stand -be-
tween the Prince and the people—if they were
to see His Royal Highness made the instrument
for whitewashing the double shuffle and the two
sets of oaths taken by hon. gentlemen opposite
—if, in short, they were to see the visit convert-
ed into a political abject and a display of flun~
keyism, instead of an expression of loyalty to
the throne and to the person of the Queen—if
they were to see an unpopular Governor General -
standing between the Prince and the people—
then a great deal more mischief than good would
be the result.

Mr. SPEAKER—I must.again call' the hon.
gentleman to order, andI do so because he is in-
fringing the 16th rule of this House. I will read
the rale to the hon. gentleman, It is,* That no
member shall speak disrespectfully of the Queen,
or any of the Royal Family, or person adminis-
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tering the Government of this Province.” (Cries
of “Chair.”)

Mr. McGEE said he bowed to the decision of
Mr, Speaker. He (Mr. McGec) was sorry to be
obliged sometimes to say disrespectful things,
but it could not be helped. But he would re-
peat egain, though not in the same language,
that if they desired to make the reception of His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales all that
could be wished, it must be borne in mind
that there was gue thing which the people of this
Country had not forgotten, and it waa very
much to be regyetted that an accidental state of
the Colony should involve sa important an
affair ag the visit of the Heir Apparent. Every
body knew it be important and everybody felt it
to be important. But if jt took place under the
present circumstances, so sure as Mr. Speaker
sat there and so sure a3 hon. Gentlemen sat in
their seats, the reception would not be all they
could desire it to be. But he desired to givo
timely notice of his own feeling that nothing
cou.d be more unfortunate sfter the crisis of
1858, after the double shuffle, nfter the double
swearing, and after all the perjury and all the
crimes which they saw perfebrated.

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order. (Criesof the “Chair.”)

MRr. McGEE.~—Well—it should be understood
that if His Royal Highness came here ander the
present circumstances under the advice and pro-
tection of the Gentlemen opposite and without
a Governor General who had an historic name
or an actual name—his reception would not be
such as every loyal subject and every attached
subject would desire it to be.

Mi. TURCOTTE.—Perhaps you would desire
he should come under your protection ?

Mr. GOWAN bad intended to reply to Mr.

* McGee’s speech, but he had been advised that
the best way to treat it would be by passing it
over in silence. (Hear, hear.J

Three paragraphs of the .ddress were then

carried, - :
_ On that relating to the issue of the Consoli-
dated Statutes—Dr. Connor said that wher the
House was called upon to express its happiness
at the issucof the Consolidated Statutes, itwould
much increase the pleasure if it- were known
that the Statutes were issued at a reasonable
price. Fourteen and a half dollers ($14}) was
too.much for the two volumes, and there were
only three or four magistrates in hig constituen-
cy who could eafferd to go to that expense.
(Hear.)  The $20,000 voted last year towards
the printing of these volumes wag, he had anti-
cipated, too little, but still the price was exorbi-
tant. It was worthy ofenquiry whether it conld
not be lowered, so a3 to bring copies of the laws
within the reach of those who, above all, ought
to have them, (Hear, hear.) '

Mr. Attorney General MACDONALD agreed
with Dr. Connor that the subject was worthy of
enquiry, and if his hon. friend  would move for
the papers relative to the distribution made to
the Judges, the Departments, &c., the discussion
would come up more fairly. It would, of course,
be for the Legislature to see whether a further

sum should be set apart to assist in the further
distribution of the laws. He would only re.
mark that it had hitherto been the custom to
send to magistrates the Statutes of the currant
year—not those from the beginning,

Hon. Mr. BROWN thought the price would
have been less if the printing of the volumes
had been put out by contract.

Mr. PICHE said the hon. member for Cham-
plain kuew nothing about the County of Ber-
thier ; if he did, he would koow the electors
there were not greedy for gold, or Government
money, like other constituencies. That hon.
member had been invited to attend public meet-
ings in Berthiery but had not dared to face an
immense assembly, at which his (Mr. Piche's)
conduct was unanimously approved. The elec-
tors of his County knew better than to repudi-
ate any man, merely because he had not knelt
down before the golden calf of the Grand
Trunk. There was only one means of getting
his constituents, perhaps, to reject him (Mr.
Piche,) and that was by corrapting them, as
had been done in many other instances. Politis
cal apostacy was.now the order of the day.
The bon. member for Champlsin, it was trug,
bad been aiready a AMinister, having been
Solicitor General for three months, and taken
good care to get paid his salary; but there was
no reason why he should not expect and desire
to be a Minister again. He (Mr. Turcotte) was
an eloquent and forcible spesker, but frequently-
acted on the side contrary to that on which ho
spoke. What could the public think of a man
who acted in this way, but that he was either a
fool or most venal. Thosewho were so reprehensi-
ble as the member for Champlain should mnot
be too ready to condemn others, merely because
they had not money in their pockets. A damy.of
retribution, however, was at hand. He (Mr.
Piche) would rather, at any time, lose his elece
tion, than gain it, and occupy the place in the.
page of bistory, which the member for Cham-
plain wag destined to 11, :

The rest of the.paragraphs were then carried,
and on Motion of Mr. Attorney General Cam~
TIER, seconded by Mr. Attorney General Mac.
DoxaLp, the same were referred to a Seloct
Committee, composed of Messrs. Siypson, Des-
avLNIeRs, TercoTTe, and the mover, to found an
Address thereon. - . -

The Address wag reported by the Committes,
read twice, and ordered to be engrossed’ and
presented to His Excellency by the whole House.

On motion of Mr. Attorney General CanTisg,
the members of the House, who are members of
the Honorable Executive Council, were appoint-
ed to wait upon his Excellency to know when
he would receive the Address. L

Mr. SPEAKER then informed the House, that
he had received a certificato from the Hon. L. S.
Morix, announcing his re-clection for the Connty-
of Terrehonne. The hon. member—introdusoed
by the Attorneye General—was sllowed to.take
his geat, with the usual form. ‘

Tho House then adjourned.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Quebec, Thursday, Marck 1, 1860. .

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o'clock. ,

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET announced that
His EXCELLENCY the GOVERNOR GENERAL
would be prepared to receive the Address in re-
ply to the speech from the throne to-morrow af-
ternoon at three o'clock.

The House adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursday, March 1, 1860.

Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at 3 o'clock. -

Mr. McMICKEN asked leave to introduce a
Bill, but the SPEAKER suggested that it .would
be better to wait till the Address in answer to
the speech from the throne had been presented
to His Excellency. .

Homn. Mr. CARTIER announced that His Ex-
cellency would be ready to receive the Address
to-morrow at half~past 3 o’clock.

ORDER OF THE DAY.

‘The order for the appearance of M. DIONNE
in his place having been read,

Mr. DUFRESNE presented an affidavit from Mr.
DIONNE, declaring that he had not been able to
take the Railway in time to reach Quebec yes-
terday, to attend to the sitting of the Committee
on the Quebec Election, and on motion of the
same member, Mr. DIONNE was excused.

The House then adjourned.

S )

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Quebec, Friday March 2, 1860.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER took the chair af three
o’dock.
PRESENTING THE ADDRESS.
.The House repaired to the Executive Council
Chamber to present the Address in reply to the
Speech from the Throne,

When the House resumed,

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER announnced that His Excel-
lency the Governor General had thaunked tho
Council for the Address.

Hon. Mr. DEBLAQUIERE moved that the re-
ply of His Excellency be printed in both lan-
guages.—Carried.

MUNICIPALITIES.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER introduced’a Bill to
restrain Municipalities from issning debemgures
beyond a certain amount.

The Bill was read a first time, and ordered to
be read s second time on Monday.

CONSOLIDATED STATUTES.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER invited the attention of
the Government to thefact, thatwhilenow all the
Magistrates in the country would require to pos-
sessw copy of the Consolidated Statutes, yet the
price was o high as to place the work beyond
the reach not only of this class, but also of the
great body of the people. He suggestod, there-
fore, that the’ Government should take steps to
reduce the price, ifnot{osend a copy free to each
Magistrate. At all events, he thought-that it
ought to be reduced to the bare cost of the paper
and printing. }

ACCIDENTS TO STEAMERS.

Hon. Col, PRINCE enquired of the Govern-
ment whether it was their intention to introduce
8 Bill rendering it compulsory upon the owners
of steamboats traversing the lakes and waters of
Canada, to have masts apd sails for the naviga-
tion of such lakes and waters, in the event of
steam power, by accident or otherwise, failing on
o voyage. :

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET drew the attention
of his honorable frierid to the Bill providing for
the inspection of steamboats, in which the mat~

_ters mentioned in the enquiryJvere provided for.

He did not think it advisable to introduce'a Bill
specially for ‘the object in question, but if his’
honorable friend thought that the present Bill
did not go far enough, ho would be glad to con-
sult with him as to the best manier of amend-
ing it.
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SUBSIDIES TO. OCEAN STEAMERS.

Hon. Mr. DeBLAQUIERE moved tor copics of
any proceedings or correspondence had on the
Address of last Session with reference to the
subsidies granted by the Imperial Government to
lines of steamers in communication with the
United Stdtes. Also, for an Address ta His Ex-
cellency the Governor General, for copies of the
agreements entered into with the British Gov-
ernment, the United States, and the Continental
Governments of Europe, as to the conveyance of
mails through Canada. His object in bringing
forward this motion was to put the House in
possession of facts that it should be cognizant of,
in order that they might take such steps as
might meet the exigencies of the case.. He ap-
gpaled to the House, that where a great wrong

ad been done to the Province, and when that
wrong had come to the knowledge of the House,
it was the duty of the House to redress it. It
had been his fortune, since he came to the coun-
ry, to have had much time to spare, and he' had
spent a great deal of that time in watching the
progress of the Province, and, also, in watching
our relations with the mother country; and he
could not but be pleased at the rapid strides we
were making. Some time ago, a commitice sat
in England—the Public Works Committce—over
which Mr. Cohden presided, the object of which
was to take into consideration the expediency
of granting subsidies to ocean steamers. It
was mainly, he believed, to the instrumen-
tality of ‘this gentleman (3r. Cobpey) that
the establishment of the most friendly re-
lations between France and England was owing,
ahd it was fortunate that he presided over that
Committee, because it was formed against the
wishes of the Government of Great Britain.
He did not wish to say much about the matter,
but he felt satisfied that when the corres-
pondence which he had moved for was laid
before the House, it would be shown that the
Canadian Government would enter boldly and
fearlessly into- the redressing of the wrongy
which bad been committed upon Canadu in
the matter. The wrong he complained of was
this, When subsidies were first granted to
ocean steamers, the . intention was that they
should call at Halifax. The Canadian Govern-
ment were consulted in the matter, and the
Canadian people through their Government
gave their consent to the arrangement. It was
important to keep this in view. In consequence
of this understanding the subsidy was granted
to the Cunard Line, who in their trips called at
Halifax. So far there was nothing to complain
of.  Canada, through her Government, had
consented to the arrangement.- Nor did he
pretend to say that we were not benefitted by
the arrangement. A great impetus had been
given by the working of that line of sicamers

- to the progress of Canada, and she ought to be
thankful for it. But it was quite a different
thing when honorable gentlemen came to con-
sider that' this subsidy was for a number
of years, and that in a few years after
it was bestowed, Canada was in a far
different position from what she was at

first. However, that was nothing to the un--
fairness that was afterwards practised towards
Canada by the Home Government some time
after. As Honorable Gentlemen remembered, it
was with the consent of the Canadian Govern-
ment that the subsidy and agreement had been
entered into, and it was only fair to expect that
in any subsequent arrangement entered into,
Canada would also be consulted, especially in
view of her growing importance. Canadahad a
positive right to such an interfercnce. And
why? Because she had greatly changed in
importance of position since the arrangement
had been entered into. Yet notonly was Cana-
da not consulted at all in the matter; but
actually a fresh subsidy had been granted
before the former one had expired. One of the
worst features of the affair was-this, and in
saying what he was going to say he would not
be understood to speak unkindly of the neigh-
bours over the line with whom he hoped we
should always continue on the most happy
terms, thatby this act the Ilome Government
directed the traftic through United States soil
which we had a right to expect. No one would
deny, if a communication was to be estab-
lished between England and America, that if
possible it ought to be throngh British Terri-
tory. But further than this; the continuance of
the present arrungement by whieh the Mails
for Canuda were taken through United States
territory, hand a great aud a most per-
nicious .effect upon the finances of our Pro-
vince—Canada paying by it at the present mo-
nment £10,000 sterling a year, or nearly one-
third of our postal expenses. And now, at the
present moment, when we heard of measures ot
economy on every side, was it not proper tiat-
we should try and_save this £10,000 a vear.
But even this wis only a small part of the mat-
ter. It was but fair, ander all the circumstances
of the case, that, hefore any change was made
in the original arrangement, to subsidize the
Cunard live of steamers, we should have been
consulted, especially as since then Canada had
increased in importance and had i line of stean-
ers of her own—(Hear, heur,)—subsidized by
ourselves, and, he was happy to say, working
well. He was glad to see this.  But when Ca. °
nada had achieved this, what did she find ?
When one line of steamers was established and
subsidized, did the Canadian Government find a
return of that coutidence which she had shown
on former oceasions ?  She found that not only
was she not dealt with with fuirness—not
only that she was not consulted as to the sub-
sidy, but that the British Government did:not
even wait for the expiration of the existing con-.
tract, but eniered into a fresh-one to again sub-
sidize the Cunard line of steamers. This was a
great public wrong. and he hoped-that the
Canadian  Government would not rest sa.
tisfied until it wwas  redressed. There
was also  snother wrong done to Cana-
da, and that foo at a inost inwuspicious mo-
ment. [t was an act whick, did not reflect anyv
credit on the then Govérmment of England
—Lord Derby’s. - That Government, knowingas
it did that Canads had embarked its money in
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the enterprise of” establishing an ocean lne of
steamers, bad actually given another subsidy
to- another line of steamers—the Galway line.
ITe loved his native country, Ireland, as well as
any nuur, but at the same time he did not wish
to see it fuvored at the expense of his adopted
country, Canada. Bat the mischief to Canada
did net end here—for those lines were subsi-
dized for the -purpose of promoting comnierce
with the United Stwes, to the great injury of
Canndz.  Thiswas the naked fact.  These were
great public wrongs ; and therefore jt was that
he thonghit that the Address he moved for most
desirable. It wus not 2 question merely of subs
sidizing—nor was it aquestion involving merely
the working of a line of steamers. [t was o
questisn, he Lelieved. involving the cotmmercial
standing ol the Provinee, At the present mo-
ment Canada and the United Stute: were in
deadly rivairy as to which should secure the
through wrade. Both  countries were pitted
against cach other in n conflict of rivalry.  Any
one who paid the least attention to the subject
must know that from vne end of the United
Stuates to the other, the all absorbing. ques-
tion was whether Canada or the United
States was tc bear away the trade of En-
rope—while the -great enterprise of Canada
and her public works were the never-ending
themes of commment. He had beard it said

that the Province was heavily tuxed for one.

great line of railway, but he viewed the ex-
penditure as the ouly means for the country
to rise to that position for which the Almighty
and nature had destined it.  {lear.) 1t was
said,—to the shame of those who spoke it,—
that the country was bankrupt, that we had a
profligate and infamous Government and Par-
liament; thuat we were verging upon ruin, and
unworthy of the confidence of the people of the
- British Islands. The most triumphaut answer
which could be made to the slander was the
manner which the Finauce Minister had suc-
ceeded in his scheme for the consolidation of
the public debt. This shewed that confidence

in Canada, wus not shaken and that mere asser--

tion bad effected but little for the detractors.
With reference to the expenditure, of which so
much was said, and wherewith we were taunt-
ed, for what was it mainly iiicurred? Public
works on which the prosperity for the country
depended, had taken three fuurths, or at any
rate, two thirds of the money, and much of it
was spent in the great assistance given to that
magnificent project, the Grand Trunk Railway,
a project, the effects of which, will soon realise
the fond hopes of every truc patriot.  And
who was it that lent the money wherewith the
great svstem of public works was started? Was
it not the British Goverment itself, not to be spent
in -local works, but in carryng out works of
importance to the whole Province ? He did not
agitate this qiéstion on account of ‘his being a
stockholder in the Grand Trank, for he had not
a share in that or any other railway in the
country. He felt however that if there was one
railway more than another likely to be profi-
tuble to its sharcholders it was the Grand Trunk,
if as properly managed as hitherto. He made bold

to say this, because it was a great arterial rail-
way, traversing the country, and connecting the
seaboard of the Atlantic with the great West.
The great objection to the English railways was
that the branches were first built and the main
lines afterwards, but we had avoided this, and .
would reap o profitable result. He confessed
that he had not expected to see this stupendous
project so successful, but he viewed its present
position with great satisfaction, the -only regret
Leing thatthe 800 miles of road of which we were
so proud did not terminate in British territory
on the seaboard of the Atlantic. It was impos-
sible, if catried out with that enterprise whieh
had hitherto distinguished it, but that over the
Grand Trunk the greater part if uot the
whole of the cotton sent- to Europe by the
Southern States must one day pass. We had the
great advantgge of direct communication with
the Atlantic in sminmer through our own waters,
and in winter through the United States, and:in
everything the States were now doing to arrest
the great movement of trade through Canada, he
fear that the whole trade would eventually fall
to the Grand Trunk was ‘perceptible. (Hear.) -
Cotton from the Southern States could be trans-
ported to the seaboard more speedily through
Canada than viv New York, and with this ar-
ticle passing our doors, the splendid water
powerswith which Providence had so bountifully
blessed the land, and the fact that at present
the return shewed we were largely indebted to
the States for goods of that description,: it
might well be asked why we had not home ma-~
nufactures ? We could, he had no doubt, manu-
facture cottou goods more cheaply here than
thosefurnished us by the States,and he was pleased
to see that 2 fuctory was about being started-in
the Euastern Townships, He hopeq to see many
such throughout the conntry before long. He
had mentioved the great benefits of the Grdnd.
Trunk, and the importance of that undertaking,
to show the injustice that had been done Canada,
which could boast of such 4 public work. (Hear.)
The anticipated visit of the Prince of Wales was
anotler circumstance shewing the growing im-
portance of the Province in the eyes of the peo-
ple of the mother country. He regretted that
his hon. friend (Col. Prince) in referring to this
much looked for event, the other day, was not
so happy as usual. That hon. gentleman seem-
ed. to think the recent .loss of two of our mail
steamers might. deter His Royal Highness from
crossing the Atlantic, but he (Mr. De Blaquiere)
hiad no such apprehension. It was true the At-
lantic was & dangerous, a ¢ murderous” sea, as
his hon. friend called it, and that we had reason’
to deplore what wus indeeda national calamity
But this should not fall upon or affect the enter-
prise itself, or be supposed to add to the risk of
those who took passage in the Canadian steam-
‘ers.” We had heard of two recent accidents ‘to
these vessels, but we had never heard of the
many providentizl escapes of the line with-which
we were competing. An enquiry into the canses
of these accidents was called for, and when the
Government saw that every opportunily was
taken in England to throw obstacles in the way
of our steamers, it was essential that it should
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charge itself with an enquiry into that calamity.
If the papers which were now moved for
were brought down, it would be seen that, in the
evidence taken before the Committce of the
House of Commons, the ill-fated steamship to
which he alluded stood prominently forward
as showing the superiority of the route through
Canada ; she was quoted as having made quicker
passagesacross the Atlanticthan any othier vessel.
He had his own opinion as to the cause of theloss
of the * Hungarian,” and would not now ex-
press it further than to say he could not see
how; even' in a gale, that vessel could have
been stranded where she was. If seamen had
one fault more than another, he thought it was

.

that they were too daring. He trusted the loss

of the “Hungarian” was not attributable to any-
thing of that kind,—that it did not arise from
an effort not to leave well alone. The success
of the Line was established, and it was not
necessary to have racing, though he did not
gay there had been any, to prove that the Cana-
dian steamers counld make quick passages. He
hoped that nothing which could be stated with
reference to the dangers of crossing the occan,
would deter Her Majesty from permitting the
Prince of Wales to visit this country. If
Her Majesty herself were to venture across, she
would find the same Providence protecting her,
and keeping herin safety, as when she crossed
the Solent at Southampton. He regarded the
presence of the heir apparent as necessary to
this country. British statesmen had lost sight
of the great fact that British power must befos-
tered and encouraged, if it were to be continued
on this continent, so that there might be another
great England in America, equal to makingher-
self respected by all the world,—another great
branch of .the Empire in the West, like that in
- the East. He hoped the present fricndly rela-
tions with the adjoining Republic might con-~
tinue to subsist, and that the only contest be-
tween the two countries should be as to com-
merce. It was of immense importance, that
the Heir Apparent, who might hereafter be Vice-
roy, should see what this country was capable of,
and particularly at this moment, in order to be
able to. state whether we were right or wrong
in seeking for redress of that injury to our
trade which, if not speedily repaired, would
bring the prosperity of Canada to anend. With
reference to the evidence taken before the House
of Commons - Committee, it looked as if
there was something in it not very pala-
table to the enemiezs of Canadian enter-
prise and progress, for it was mot attached
to the Report of the Committee, but published
separately. That evidence had opened the pub-
lic mind to the injury done by persisting in an
unfair line of conduct, towards Canada. If the
papers were brought down, he trusted the Gov-
ernment would follow up their efforts with a
view to enabling the Legislature to obtain re-
dress for their wrongs. ‘The country in fact
could not go on and prosper as it should until

these wrongs were redressed. He had no fear

-in asking the support on this question of those
- who might be politically opposed to the Cana-
dian Government ; he had no doubt all true

‘the Government,

friends of the country would exett themselves to
have this matter placed in a proper light. Ca-
nada did not seek to be subsidized,—she merc-
ly asked what she has a right to expect in these
days when Free Trade was a watchword, that a
bounty shouldnotbe given to steamers sailingto a
foreign country, and British subjects deprived of
what is readily accorded to others. He believed
that if this ground of complaint were removed,
the resources of the country would be soon
in such a way as would give satisfaction
throughout the length and breudth of the land.
There was one subject, connected with Qcean
Steamers, which reflected the greatest credit on.
the country. He alluded to the success which
had attended the Post Master® General's en-
deavors to extend postal communication by the
Canadian Line, and to obtain the conveyance of
foreign mails. These things would speak for
themselves, and carry their own praise with
them. JFle did not speak as an advocate of
but Dbecause theso were
matters of great importance,—because the future
prosperity of Canada was/‘involved in these
questions. He asked honprable gentlemen to
view the matter as friends;of Canada, so that by
their joint efforts our country might he placed in
that light Lefore the English Government which
she only required to be placed in, in order to
have her remonstrances on the subject of the
subsidies to Ocean Steamers attended to. (Hear.)

-Honorable Mr. KNOWLTON scconded the
motion. E

Honorablo Mr. VANKOUGHNET said_there
could be no objection to the proposed Address.

Honorable Colonel PRINCE concurred in all
that his honorable friend (Honorable Mr. De-
Blaquiere) had said, exceptas to that part where
he alluded to his (Colonel Prince’s) remarks
respecting the Prince of Wales, visit. He had
made up his opinions as to two facts. It must
be apparent to all that the Atlantic was a.
murderous sea to ‘cross, and that the Queen
herself, though posscssing that bravery for
which all the Royal Family of England were ever
distinguished, would not risk the dangers of the
ocean even for such an affectionate greeting as
her loyal Canadian subjects were ready to
afford. Moreover, Her Majesty could not leave
England for so distant a portion of the Empire
without the consent of thePrivy Council and
Parliament, and it was also fully believed when
the invitation was sent, that it wag almost too
much to expect a personal visit from the Sove-
reign. In the Despatch it was announced that
it was possible we might have a visit from the
Heir to the Throne, the Prince on whose brow
the Crown of England would one day rest,
though it was to be hoped his illustrious parent
might be spared for many years yet. He (Col-
lonel Prince) thought it improbable we should
have any such visit from the Prince of Wales;
it was unlikely that the Quecen, the mother of that
noble youth, would allow him to expose himself
to the dangers of crossing the Atlantic. .His .
Royal Highness was & mere boy as yet,
& stripling, and o visit from him, when
his mind was matured, when by the stu-
dy of history he had become better ac-
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quainted with the country and had acquired
that knowledge of its commerce which be should

possess, would be more valuable and impor- |

tant. The second hope of England was now
but & mere stripling, and were he to visit Cana-
da would take but little interest in the agricul-

tural and other interests of the country; he |

would know nothing.of the back-woodsmen, nor
would he have time to visit the Great Lakes.
Let the young Prince wait until he was twenty-
five or thirty years of age, and he would then
know how to appreciate Canada and the Cana-
dians. Of course, affection for Her Gracious Ma-
jesty would at all times secure for him our en-
thusiastic and loyal greeting.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET, with reference to
the doubtexpressed by the hon. and guﬁant gentle-
man who had last spoken, as to the probability
of a visit from the Princé of Wales, said he
firmly believed His Royal Highness would come
to Canuda. The despatch from the Colonial
office was worded in the usual official, guard-
ed style, but there was no doubt the Prince
would come, and that the accident to the
Canadian steamer would uot have any ef-
feet on the visit. (Hear, hear.) As to
His Royal Highness waiting until he was
twenty-five or thirty vears of age, before ihat
time he might succeed to the Throne and be de-
tained by the same cause ag now prevented the
Queen from coming. He was now at an age
when he conld be called upon to reign ar Sove-
reign, to wield the destinies of the Empire, and
was therefore hardly too young to visit Canada.

The motion for the Address was adopted.

RATE OF INTEREST.

Hon. Colonel PRINCE, in introducinga Bill to
amend the Law respecting Interest, said its oh-
ject was to repeal so much of the existing law as
allowed an unlimited rate of interest to be taken,
und to provide that 8 per cent be the maximum
rate, contracts for a greater rate to be void ab
initin, The Bill did not make any exception as
to Banks, which, under it could take eight
‘per cent instead. of seven, ag at present,
nor did it affect vested interests in -any way, or
interfere with Corporations which never had a
right to charge a greater rate. It was a very
simple bill, and he was induced tobring it before
the House, from having seen the ill effect of the
present law, under which great cruelty and op-
pression had been committed ; those who took
advantage of it to borrow money at exorbitant
rates, to save themselves from ruin, having in
many instances, been ground to the earth, and
turned with their families out of doors,

The Bill wus read a first time, second read-
ing on Friday next. :

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER presented a_return of
Births, Marriages and Deaths in Three Rivers
in 1859.

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Friday, 2rnd March, 1860.

Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at three o'clock
p-m

PRESENTATION OF THE ADDRESS.

At half-past three the Houde proceeded to the
Executive Council Chamber to present to His
Excellency the Addressin reply to the Speech
from the Throne. -

At four o’clock, the Members returned to the
House, and Mr. SPEAKER ‘informed them that
His Excellency had been pleased to receive the
Address and to make the: following gracious
Reply :— ’

« Gentlemen of the Leg:'a;lative Assembly,

Ireceive with very greatsatisfaction theloyat Ad-
dress which has just been read by your Speaker,
and I thank you for your readiness to provide
for the Public Service.”

BILLS INTRODUCED AND READ AT FIST
TIME. '

BiLL to repeal so much of the existing law as
permits an unrestricted rate of Interest.io be
taken for the use of Money, to provide a remedy
against usury by establishing s maximum rats
of Interest, and abolish all class restrictions
within the limit 56 to be established.—Mr. Me-
Micken.

BirL to remove the restrictions on the use of
Water courses in Lower Canada, and to permit
the proprietors thereof to turn them to . account.
—Mr. Lemieux.

BiLL to regulate the. rate of-Interest.—Mr.

" Cauchon.

Biut to extend to Parish and Township Muni-
cipalities the Acts authorizing the establish-
ment of Joint Stock Gas and Water Companies.
—Mr. Lemieuz. ’ -

BiLL to amend the Act 22 Vict. chap. 2nd, in.
tituled ¢ An Act to remedy the representation
of the peoplé in the Liegislative Assembly.”—Afr.
Foley.

BiLw for the exemption from seizure and sale
under exccution of a Family Homestead and
certain other-property—Nr. Bellingham.

B for the exemption of cattle and Imaple-
ments necessary for working the Farm from sei-
zure and sale under execution—Mr. Bellingkam.

RESIDENT JUDGES.

Mr. PICHE enquired of the Ministryif they in-
tended to establish a Resident Judge in each of
the present Judicial Districts.

_Hon. Mr. CARTIER said it was not the inten-
tion of the Ministry so to do.

THE SEIGNORIAL SCHEDULES.

Mr. BEAUBIEN enquired of Ministers wheth-
er it was in their power to inform the House
what progress has been made with the Seigno-
rial Schedules, and whether they were in a posi-
tion to state when those Schedules will be de-
posited. .

Hon. Mr. CARTIER was happy to inform the
hon. member that the Schedules were completed,
with the exception of a few appeals only ; three
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or four in the District of Three Rivers, ten or
twelve in that of Montreal
Quebec, Kamouraska and Gaspd they were al!
completed.

COMMITTEE ON EMIGRATION.

Mr. McGEE moved for the appeintiaent of «
Select Committee on Emigration. to gonsist of |
Hon. Mr. Sidncy Smity Hon. Mr. A Heyn. \Mv. Heath.
Vr. Bureauw, Nr. Bell and himself—Carried.

FEDERATION UF THE PROVINCES.

‘Hon. Mr. SICOTTE enquired of Ministers.
w ht.th(r the confederation of the British Prov mws
in North Americs had. since the lust Scssion.
Ueen the subject of fresh negociations and cor-
_respondence with the lmpcrml Government and .
the different Colonies ; and whether iy intended
to lay hefore Parliament 41l communications and |

documents velating to that impartant question.
Hon. Mr. C

dence was going on relative to the subjecr. amd }

cverything “that was in the possession of the
Goverameng would Le laid before the House.

Hon. Mr.-SICUTTE then enquired of Ministers, |

whether it was their intention to submit to Par-
linment any proposition or measure, ia relation
to the Confederation of the British Provinees in
North America ?’

Hon. Mr. CARTIER replied that this i 1portant
subject had not escaped the attention of the
Government ; communications had passed and ;
information respecting it would be laid upon the
table, It was not the intention of the Miniziry 1o
submit any measure or to pr upose to the House
to legislate upon the subject of the Federation
of the Provinees; indeed. ‘the House hiad no
authority in the premises

THE LOS3 OF THE HUNG.ARIAN,

Nr. McGEE enquired of Ministers. whether
they had instituted nmm'em(r.nioniuwthepro-
bable cause of the lamentable loss of the Steam-
ship # Hubgarian.” onc of the line of Atantic
steamships . Subsidized by this_House. and if =0
with what result?

Hon. Mr. ROSE—Immediately !hc Immentable
occurrence was made known, the Ministers put
themselves in communiction with the owners of
the line, and 2 most atringent investigation was
goiug on.

In the district of}

CARTIER replied that correspon- !

{  Hon. Mr. BROWN.—Had any one gone on ho-
half of the Goavernment ? ?

i Hon. Mr. ROSE.—Xo one hud been speetally
}sent,

+ Hom. Mir, CAUCHOXN.—The steaners were not
; the property of the Government. :

f Mr. MeGEE.—We pail them

ta ’s'(':l"

‘w\u\(, FUND OF THE DNPARIAL GUA-~
RANTEED LOAN.

Honoravle Me. CARTIER. oun belall of the
; Honorable Minister of Finance, gave notice of
1 hl intentionto introduce 1 Bill, on Tueseny next,
j to carry on « Bill respecting the Sinking Fund
] for the Guaranteed Loan.
In reply to Mr. BROWN, Ioa. Mr. CARTIER,
i on behalf of the Gov ermmnent, promised that no
i i discussion on the subject of the late tinancial
; negotiations in England should be gone into,
; withont all available papers relaiing fo it being

L£30,000° sterling

i first brought down,

I MUNICIPAL LAW OF LOWER CANADA.
Hon. Mr. CARTIER gave notice that on
] Tuesday next he woulil introduce 2 Bill for the
i Consolidation of the Municipal Law of Lower
1| Canada.
f BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE.
¢ Ou motion of Ifon. Mr. CARTIER, a Select
Committee was appointed to assist Y. Speaker
i in making the proper arrangements for thc dis-
tribution of tbe business-betore the House—the
Commitiee to consist of Hon. Mr. Nirnrze, Hon.
Mr. Brown, Hon, Mr. J. S. Mefscau®d, Mr, Dui:-
ki, M, fenumiay and the mover.

- Ou the yunestion ot gdfourament,

; Hon. Mr. SICOTTE desired better informa-
i tion relative to his qiestion of a Federal Union
of the Provinces. lhe reply, that the Govern-
wment did not purpos¢ any legrislation on the
subject, was an evasion. Had they any propo-
sition in conteinplation; to be submitted to Par-
liament?

Hon. Mr. CARTIER-—The correspondence
which was going on must be concluded hrsl
All- that had passed, would, he repeated, be
l.nd before the House.

The House then 1d_|oumed.

.

!
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Monday, March 5, 1860.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at 3
o'clock.
DEATH OF THE HON. MR. CROOKS.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER announced that he had
received intelligence of the death of two mem-
bers of the House,—Hon. Mr. Crooks, who died
on Friday last, and Hon. Mr. Dionne, who had
died since last Session.

Hon. Mr. De BLAQUIERE moved the ad-
journment of the House, as a mark of respect to
the memory of the deceased hon. gentlemen.
Hon. Mr. Crooks would ever be held in remem-
brance for his independent conduct as a'member
of the Legislature, and for his estimable private
character.

Hon. Mr. BOULTON seconded the motion, and
also bore testimony to Hon. Mr. Crook’s conduct
as an independent member of the House, The
deceased hon. gentleman had been spared to a
good old age, and left a numerous circle of
friends to deplore his loss. :

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET joined in the eulo-
¢y pronounced upon the Hon. Mr. Crooks,whose
name would long live in the history of Canada.

Sir. E. P. TACHE took advantage of this mel-
ancholy occurrence to pay a tribute to the me-
mory of both the Hon. gentlemen of whose death
the House had just learned. Hon. Mr.Dionne was
not an orator, but was possessed of intellectual
qualities of a high order ; he was not gifted as
some men were, but he had those qualities with-
out which talent is of little value. He was em-
inently a friend of the poor, and spent a small
fortune, which he had acquired by his industry
and integrity, in alleviating the distress of hig
fellow men, and promoting the education ofthe
youth of the country.

Hon. COLONEL PRINCE had known Hon.
Mr. Crooks intimately for fifteen years, and con-
fessed that the announcement of the death of the
Hon. gentleman had tome upon him suddenly. He
had known him both in private life and as a mem-

ber oftheother House. There he was distingni-
shed for his manly, straightforward and indepen-
dent course,—he was as honest and independent
agany man could be, in his publiccapacity. I |
private life he always found Hon. Mr. Crooks &
high-minded and honorable gentleman ; in fact,
he realised in every sense of the word the re~
mark of the great English poet, Pope, that ¢ an
honest man is the noblest work of God.”

The motion was carried.

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Monday, March 5, 1860,

Mr. SPEAKER +took the chair at three
o'clock. ‘

CANADA LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY.

Mr. SPEAKER presented to the House the an-

nual statement of the Canada Life Assurance
Company. . .

TERREBONNE ELECTION.

Mr. SPEAKER presented to the House a ce
tificate from the Clerk of the Crown in Chancefty,
of the Return of the Hon. L. S. Morin, for the
County of Terrebonne.

LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT.

Mr. TURCOTTE moved, seconded by Mr.
LANGEYIN, that a Select Committee compos-
ed of Hon. Mr. J. S. Macdonald Hon. Mr.
Sicotte, Hon. J. A. Macdonald, Hon, Mr. Dorion,
Hon. Mr. Mowatt, Hon, Mr. Alleyn,. and Hon.
Mr. Merritt, and Messrs Laberge, Campbell and
the mover, be appointed toassist Mr. Speaker in
the direction of the Library of Parliament, sofar
a3 the interests of this Houseare concerned, and
to act a3 Members of the Joint Committee of
the two Houses for the management of the
Library. :

Mr. BROWN called the attention of the Houge
to the fact that six of the Hon. gentlemen named
were Lower Canadians, while only four were
Upper _Canadians. :
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Mr. TCRCOTTE said he hoped that the Hon.
gentlemen did notSsuppose that advantage had
been taken of the Seat of Government being at
present in Lower Canada, to name an undne
number of Lower Canadians. He hadto inform
the Ilon. gentlemen that the proposed commit-
tee was the same as last year.

Mr. FOLEY. Will you allow the name of Mr.
Wallbridge to be added to the list? °

Mr. TURCOTTE —Certainly.

The motion, with the addition of the name
of Mr. Wallbridge, was then carricd.

It was thenresolved that a Message be sent to
the Hon. the Legislutive Council, to communi-
cate to their Honours the said resolution, and it
was ordered that Mr, 7wrcot/e should carry the
Message to the Legislative Council.

BILLS INTRODUCED AND READ A FIRST
TIME.
Biut to prevent the Adulteration of Articles
. of Food and Drink, and to provide for the in-
spection thereof.—Mr. Dunbar Ross.

BiLL to regalate the procecdings of Gas Com-
panies, and to authorise the appointment of In-
spectors of Gas and Gas Metres.—Mr. Dunbar
Ross. l

Bt to ‘amend the Act enatitled “An Act. re-
specting Telegraph Companies.”—Mr, Dunbar

083, .

BiuL to provide for au enguiry into the loss of |

any Ships or Steam Vessels, carrying passengers
from Europe or elsewhere to this Province.—Mr.
Dunbor Ross.

BiiL to ennble Her Majesty’s Courts of Justice
in Lower ‘Canada to hear and determine mat-
ters in dispute between the Crown and the sub-~

Jeet, at the instance of the latter.—Mr, -Dunbdar

08, .

Bui to exempt Homesteads, and certain other
property, from seizure and sale under execution,
—Mr. Daly.

Bill to amend the Law of Replevin in Upper
Canada—Hon. Mr. Mowa, -

Bill respecting the rights of innocent occu-
pants of 1and under titles which prove defective.
~—Hon. Mr. Mowar.

Bill to regulate the rights of personsmarried
in foreign countries, and emigrating therefrom
to reside in Lower Canada.—Mr. Dundar Ross.

Bill to prohibit the sale of - Intoxicating
Liquors in this Province—Hon. Y. Cameron.

THE RUSSELL ELECTION.

Hon. MALCOLM CAMERON said :—Mr.
Speaker: Irise to propose an address to his
Excellency of a peculiar nature—one dictated
by motives of kindness and benevolence, and
which I hope will meet the unanimous response
of this House. It is connected with the case of
three gentlemen who are now incarcerated in
the common jail of the city of Toronto, one of
whom was for some time a member of this
House.. They were charged with serious
offences against the liberties of the people of
this country. 1 wags one of the first to move on
the subject, and to record my opinion that it

was a matter which called for the.strongest ex-
pression of condemnation, and for the most
severe punishment. An investigation was held,
these gentlemen were tried, and they were con-
victed, I think, in December last, of having
been guilty of various serious offences against
the rights of this House, and against the rights
and liberties of the people of this country. They
had undoubtedly conspired to obtain a large
number of votes in order to carry the election
improperly. I am not here in any way to im-
pugu the justice of the sentence, or to cast the
slightest doubt upon it. There can be no doubt
whatever, that, from the verdict of the jury, the
judges gnve a sentence as lenient as was con-
sistent with their duty. I am not standing
here to plead that those men were innocent ; [
have no doubt whatever, that a certain amount
of guilt attached to each, but certainrly a very
ditterent amount. There are various palliating
circumstances which might be argued, and pos-
sibly may be, by legal minds. I have had in ~
my hand a large number of arguments, which,
I am sure, a lawyer, before a court, could make
use of, with a great deal of force and propriety, .
to show how hard were the circumstances of trial
insuch a case, and how easy it wouldbe to con-
vict many of us of conspiracy against the elec-
tion law. Those men were without an exami-
nation by a Magistrate ; they had no introduc-
tion to the Jurymen, and had notthe right to
challenge them. A vast number of privileges
which the criminal is generally allowed in his
defence, that he may not be hastily condemned,
these men were not granted. There are also
other facts which might be brought up with
great power, and which have had an impression
on my mind. This one point, I think, must
have a strong effect upon the mind of every
man, whether legal or not—we ure to be con--
victed by our peers—to be convicted by & jury
who are to give an unanimous verdict. * After
that trial, five jurors came forward and made
most solemn Affidavit that they did not believe
in the guilt of the prisoners, and would have
beld out until they acquitted them had they not
believed that a majority could give a verdict.
These Affidavits have been before the Courtsand-
certainly constitute & reason why mercy should
interposc for these men and their punishmiént
be shortened. Some have argued of these
five jurors, that this is an afterthought or
that they are friendly to the prisoners
and have been induced so to swear. Then,~
would you keep a man in jail upon a verdict by
men who have committed perjury? The fact
of these five jurors having sworn that they did
not believe the prisoners guilty, ought to have
great weight with the Crown in the exercise of
its prerogative. Notwithstanding my admis-
sion that there was guilt, and that these crimes
were committed, the question is, has public jus-
tice been satisfied—has the majesty of the law
been vindicated—have the rights of the people
of this country been sufficiently sustained - by
the conviction of the offenders and the suffering
they have endured? Certainly; the mere dura-
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tion of months in prison does not satisfy public
justice. It is the fact that a man, holding a
much higher position than many of us—a
gentleman who has practiced in the higher
“Courts, I think, twelve or fifteen years—that he
should be convicted of so great a crime and
committed to the common jail as & felon, and
fined a large sum; that it should be, in history,
a stain upon hisfamily—that ig, what he¢ would
almot rather have suffered death than have gone
through. Now, are we to follow up that man
and act vindictively? Are we to shrink, for
any purpose, political or otherwise, from ac-
knowledging that Justice has been satisfied and
the time has come when Mercy ought to inter-
fere. It isa common, hackneyed saying, but
as true as Scripture, . that, having justice,
none of ns would see salvation. Certainly, it
applies to many members of Parliament. If
every man were tried for bribery at Electionsas
our old compeer, Mr. Fellowes was, there
would hardly be a quorum in the House! You
could very easily find conspiracy and prove
that parties were bencfitted through their
agents. That is na reason why such patties
should not be punished, hut it is a reason why
mercy should interpose in this case :itis a
reason why we should act as many an indivi-
dual does. Many a man, who hasbeen seriously
- injured,-as soon as justice has been done him,
is the first to acknowledge himself satisfied and
ihat say “ enough,”and magnanimously to ask
that mercy should be extended to his enemy.
In thiscase we are the prosecutors; our fellow-
member has been degraded, and has endured
more suffering than most of us areaware of, for
1 have not touched upon the acute part of his suf-
ferings. Ttisvery hard thatamanshould not be
tried in the county where he lived. It is, per-
haps, the hardest part of the matter that these
men were tried in Toronto and incarcerated
in a jail at & remote distance from their
friends and homes. One was an old man-
between sixty and seventy years of age, and ac-
customed to hard out-door labour. This man
wag shut up a hundred and fiifty miles away
from his family. All of them left wives and
families without their aid ; now Spring is coming
on, they cannot attend to their business, and if
it is neglected they may be rendered almost
paupers. They should be allowed to return
home. This js the light in which we should
view it. I have visited Mr. Fellowes several
times in prison; at one time when I saw him [
believed his life in danger; I have seen him re-
cently, and he is suffering much from rheuma-
tism and swelling of the knees and ankles; and
be is an active young man, not over forty. We
have to consider these things to know whether
there is anything due to society that these men
should be kept there three months longer. Will
it do any good to electors of this country? I
had no doubt when I firstmoved in the matter |
that I was right, but I feel much stronger in'!
my assurance now that the gentleman who con- !
ducted the prosecution, has been the very first
to say three mounths wereas good as six, for the

satisfaction ofjustice. 1s thereanybody who will
say that Mr. Wilson is not well qualified to say
what would be right in the case? Few will
venture to say he was wrong in giving that

‘opinion ; few would say, “Letus have the pound

of flesh”—¢ Let him remain ; he may die, and
that will be sufficient punishment—*“Let him
that is without sin cast the first stone.”

Hon. Mr. LORANGER—Has any application
been made to the Crown for his relcase?

Hon. Mr. CAMERON—A petition was got up,
signed by afew persons, and transmitted to the
Head of the Government. I donot know the result
further than that Mr. Lyons told me no action
had been taken upon it. Mr. Fellowes, J. S.
Casselman and Martin Cassclman have been in
jail since the second of December—more than
half the period allotted to them. The reason I
adopted the course I have done, is that, on looking
for a precedent. I found one case exactly in
point. and which will relieve the House from’
any doubt at all as to the course they ought to
pursue. The case wrs in 1820. Sir Manassch
Loper was convicted of sixteen or eighteen
cases of gross bribery. 1le was sentenced to
incarceration for two years and fined the sum of
£2000. In waiting from one Parliament to an-
other, his time was extended several months
longer. Wheén one year of the period had
elapsed Parliament met, and Lord John Russel
came forward with an address, praying that his
sentence might be commuted. Lord John Rus-
sel said it became the Opposition—those who
had heen the movers in the prosecution,~—who de-
sired to have the man prosecuted—now tbat
justice had been satisfied, and no injury could
be done to the public morals,—to allow him to go
free. But the parties argued that the House
had not the right to advise the Government as
to the prerogative. The Address was withdrawn,
and the Government acted on the prerogative
independently. Since then, Sir Fox Small, and
themost cclebrated lawyers, entirely concur that
there never can be & doubt on the right of the
House to advise the Crown on the right of
prerogative, I therefore move, seconded by Mr. D.
Ross, “That an humble Address be presented to
His Excellency the Governor General,represent-
ing to his Excellency that George Byron Lyon
lowes, Martin Casselman, and John Saxon Cas-
selman, are at present suffering imprisonment at
Toronto, where they have been confined for the
last three months on Judgment obtained in Her
Majesty’s Court of Queen’s Bench, at Toronto, in
a suit brought against them and one George Mos-
ely Chrysler, by the Crown, for conspiracy to ob-
tain thereturn of the said George Byron Lyon Fel-
lowes, for the County-of Russell. by 1illegal or
fictitious votes. That upon motion made before
said Court for a new trial in this case, the Affi--
davits of five of the Jurors who tried the same
were submitted to the Court. setting forth that
the Verdict recorded on the trial of cause, was
the Verdict of 2 majority of the Jury who tried
the same, and that said Jurors had not concert
therein, but that the Verdict wasrerdered under
the impression that a majority was sufficient to
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warrant a Verdict. That the Court decided
they could not, by the practice of the Court,
take into consideration the” Affidavits of Jurors
on motions for a new trial ; and that this
House respoctfully submits to His Excellency
that as no such stringent rule binds His Excel-
lency in the exercise of the Royal Prerogative,
that the same be taken into consideration by
Him. That this House is of opinion, whether
the Verdict was erroneously rendered or not,
that, by the conviction of the partics, the law
wag sufficiently vindicated, and that the impri-
sonment already suffered by the parties, has,
been sufficient without inflicting 2 deeperinjury
by loss of health and destruction of prospects,
which a longer imprisonment must entail, and
pray that His Excellency will be pleased to ex-
“ercise the power of the Crown and relieve them
from the residue of the Judgment.”

Mr. PATRICK said it would afford him very
great pleasurc if, on the present occasion, he
could support the motion of his Hon. friend who
sat in front of him (Mr. Cameron) He had
taken a very active part in the proceedings rela-
tive to the investigation into the case, especially
as he was from a central Canadian constituency,
as was Mr, Fellowes, and desired to see justice
donc to the county of Russell. And having
done so, he should feel much pleasure if he
could support the words of charity and sym-
pathy that had been uttered by the previous
speaker. However, feeling that pity and com-

passion were not the only sentiments or affec-,

tions that should influence public men, he
thought that the honor of the country, the duty
he owed to society—(Hear)—rwere considerations
which should press themselves upon the House.
‘When he thought the offences which bad been
perpetrated were of the gravest character pos-
sible, that no public man could thrust a decper
stab at the purity of clection, at the welfare of
the community, at public rights and privileges
than had been aimed by Mr. Fellowes who was
now suffering the penalty of his evil doings—
when he took that into accouni.he was com-
pelled to come to a very differént conclusion
than that of supporting the motion now in Mr.
Speaker s hands. (Hear.) The precedent that
had Ueen quoted by the member for Lambton
was, he thought, a very hmportant one. 'In the
first place, Sir Manasseh Lopez was an old man,
between 60 and 70 years of age ; he was a man
who had paid the penalty of £2000, and had been
incarcerated for ecight months. And for what
did he suffer ? Because be had been guilty of
the offence of bribery—endeavoring to. carry an
election by money influence. Here, on, the
other hand, was a person who bad been guilty
of forgery, who had been accessory to perjury—
offences far worse than those of Sir Mannasseh
Lopez. And in the case of Sir M. Lopez, the
very party who moved for his release; Lord J.
Raussell, saw himself in a false position, and
backed out of it. Here were his remarks,—* On
reviewing that case, though I felt it to be my
duty at the time to advise a remission of the
sentence, I also felt the great difficulties in the

way of doing so, in consequence of the motion
which had been made on the subject in the House
of Commons.” He (Mr. Patrick) fully concurred:
in the opinions of Sir Robert Peel, who said,—.
1 think it dangerous for a popular Assembly"
to establish a precedent which may fetter the.
discretion and judgment of the Crown, by ex-
pressing any recommendations on such subjects.”
And, again,—* I recollect a similar motion was
made for the liberation of Mr. Hunt from Win-
chester gaol, when I was Sccretary of State.
On that, occasion, as Secretary of State,I claim-
ed the right of exercising the prerogative.
of the Crown, considering that, while the inter-
ference-of the House of Commons ought never to.
prevent me from doing what was just, I, at the,
same time, felt that, in the exercise of the pre-
rogative of the Crown, I ought not to be in-
fluenced by any opinion which the House of
Commons might express.”. Once more, the same-
statesman observed,—* I think that we should.
be placing the Crown in an unfair, unconstitu- |
tional and in an unjust position, if we, a popu-
lIar Assembly, claimed the right, of interfering’
in cases which properly come under the
prerogative of the Crown alone.” He
would, however, leave the lawyers to decide

.with regard to the constitutionality ofthe ques-

tion.—As to the inexpediency of their interfer-:
ing in this case, he had fully made up-his:
mind. He felt that they would be forgetting their -
duty to their country, forget ing their duty to.
themselves, if they were to be led away by steer:
sympathy for a person merely because they had
known him, merely because they had associated

with him, because he had béen a Member of that :
House, and were to Address the Governor on-
hig behalf. * (Hear.) Why should they do this?

The mover of the resolution had said the sen-.
tence was o just one, The punishment was

only imprisonment for 6 months, and a fine of
£200 for perpetrating the vilest offences against

the Public of which a man could be guilty!

The forger who was sent for life to the Peniten-

tiary, was & nameless, unknosvn individual-—and

therefore they never interfered in his behalf; he

was incarcerated while helived, and they never

said the majesty of the law had been vindicated

by his being sentenced. They would, he thought,

mistake the mark, mistake their duty, if they

indulged in sentiments of kindness towards the

late Member for Russell. They would have been

glad if he could forget the past, if he could al-

low himself to be led by the feelings he enter-
tained towards the individual himself, towards

his wife, who was represented asa most amiable

and estimable woman, or towards his children,

who were fine, nice, promising young persons.

Duty to the House and the Country would, how-

ever, prevent this, and his vote would be given

for what he thought calculated to advance the

best interests of Society. He would only add

that, if Mr. Fellowes’ life were in danger, he

should think the Crown ought, of itself, to

exercise the Prerogative in his case. (Hear,
hear.)

3r. NOTMAN said the subject of this appli-
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cation bad long been an intimate friend of his;
he had known him for many years. and even
during. the lengthy cxamination which took
place here, there was no interruption of the
kindly persoval feelings he entertained. He
was very sorry, therefore, that he could not
concur with the mover of the resolution now
before the House in the sympathy shown on be-
half of an individual who, perhaps of all others.
was the least entitled, from his rank. posi-
tion, talents and knowledge. to the favorabic
consideration of the Government or the House.
He (Mr. Notman,) could not for & moment con-
ceive how a gentleman, on whom such eulogiums
had been passed by the Ifon. member (Hon. Mr.
Cameron), who had the honor of wearing a silk
gown—had conducted criminal business for
the Crown for years and years—was intrusted
with the administration of criminal justice in
its highest branches, and who had then en-
gaged in the vilest and most atrocious frauds,
villainy and perjury, could be entitled to sym-
pathy. For he was not out of his mind at the
time of committing these acts, since they mne-
cessitated a long and careful consideration,
since he must have pondered long over every
step and studied the best ways of carrying it
out with the greatest ingenuity. Then, again,
he had openly and boldly stood up in the High
Court of Parliament, proclaiming bisinnocence,
and claiming the privilege of being considered
innocent in the face of evidence so strong, evi-
dence so damning, that a Jury found him guilty
on the strength of it, although he had been sus-
tained in the House by the assistance of those
who might have advised him better. Thiswasan-
other reason against giving a favorable consid-
eration to his case. It had been said that the
Jury who had convicted . him were not unan-
imous-—that five of the Jurors who had been
solemnly sworn in the Jury box had afterwards
deliberately made Affidavits that they did not
understand what they were doing, that they
were under the conviction that the opinion of
the majority ought to prevail, and that unan-
imity was not required. This, he thought, un-
_worthy of belief. Ifany portion of Canada
contained persons so ignorant, be deeply re-
gretted the state of “the population. Their
Lordships who, at Toronto, bad rejected these
Affidavits, had done so on the ground of com-
mon sense, and common intelligence. Men might
have been.prevailed upon to tender such Affida-
vits, but they must feel their consciences shrink
from making thém.. The case of Mr. Fellowes
had been considered in all its hearings; he had
been ably defended, had had the advantage ofa
fair trial by jury, theliberty of calling witnesses ;
perhaps cven public feeling was with him to
a certain extgnt; Yet, after a fair trial, hebad
been convicted, according to the law of the
land, according to the usuages prevailing
in criminal courts. He now asked that this
House should take upon itselt to disbelieve that
that Verdict, (No, No,) and to affirm that
five men, had they known their duty, would
have held out against time and demanded an ac-

quittal! He thought the House would show its
sense of right by treating this as nothing, and
by not interfering with the course of justice.
(Hear, Hear.) It was said that Mr. Fellowes
wassuifering,andthat was theonly pointon which
an appeal could properly be madeto the House,
and he (Mr. Notman) would step forth like any
other man to prevent a man'sdying in gaol, and
would conenr in a request to restore him to his
family. lowever, all they knew on the sub-

Jject wasthat he had been incarcerated for 3monhs

and felt it exceedingly uncormfortable. He (Mr.
Notman) could appreciate the anguish of scpa-
tion from wife and children, which produced an
agony sufficient to rouse the spmpathy of any
one, but the House was not to be governed by
sympathy, which in this case would degenerate
into 2 mawkish character. The House had to
protect purity of election—had to protect the
most valued of its privileges,—to take care that
no man should stand between it and the People,
—and to guard the rights of the people against
outrage. (Cheers.)No evidence hadbeen or could
be adduced to prove that Mr. Fellowes' life was
in danger, he (Mr. Notman) having made en-
quiry, and been told that medical gentlemen
had refused give evidence that his health wasin
& dangerous condition. It was on medical
grounds, as be had said, that he could alone
support any application on Mr. Fellowes' behalf
but were these adduced, he could forgive and
forget the past, and act the part of humanity.
Mr. GOULD said - before the motion of the
Honorable Gentleman was put to the House, he
desired to enter his protest against any inter-
ference on the part of the House with the very
moderate sentence of the law in this case. Had
there been any injustice done to Mr. Fellowes
by the Court ? Wags itnot admitted on all hands,
that the sentence wasajustone? Nay, more, was
it not conceded that the sentence was as light.
as the Court could possibly inflict, to maintain
anything having a semblance of a vindication
of the law ? If this were the case, why interfere ?
And if it were not the case, why interfere ? For he
protested in the outset, that this House had no
right to interfere ; this was a matter clearly in the
hands of the Crown; and could only be dealt
with by the exercise of its prerogative. Who
was the party whose sentence, this House was
asked to intimate their wish and desire ghould
be mitigated? Why, he was a late member of the
House; and what were the crimes of which he
had been coavicted? Search the journals of
'58, and it would be seen that he was there
charged with having secured a seat in this
House, by the most corrupt means,~—by being
privy and accessary to crimes of the deepestand
blackest dye;—by having promoted and en-
couraged in others, crimes, among the blackest
known to thelaw. Was it not notorious that
he procured the perpetration of forgeries and:
perjuries, the most gross, the most corrupt ? Did
he not procure the insertion on the poll book of
341 false votes? Was it not clear that he would
never have been in this House as member since
the last election, had it not been for the inser-
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tion of those 341 false votes, and would it be
said that he was not privy to this outrageous
fraud? Nay, would it not be admitted that he
abetted, promoted, and encouraged it? And
further, would it not be agreed that he even
did more ? Did he motsuborn men to commit per-
jury? And, now, with all those facts recorded
on our Journals, this House having failed to
purge itself, and expel that criminal impostor,
the law of theland having fortunately overtaken
. him, and rendered that justice to this House and
the country, which this House failed to do to it~
self; he (Mr. Gould) thought he might safly
say that the whole country rcjoiced at the con-
viction of Fellowes. Even the ministerial press,
which had so boldly and recklessly vindicated
and supported the ministry, in the determinesd
- stand they took in the House, in sustaining and
maintaining Fellowes in the seat he so corrupt-
Iy had obtained, turned round, upon his con-
viction, and declared it was just. And, now.
to-day, what did we find? A motion intended
to intimate to the Governm-nt a desire on the
part of the House, that the very lenient sentence
of the law should be mitigated! And why? Be-
cause the crime wasa light one ? Noj it wasad-
mitted by all that the crimesof which he was con-
victed were of a most heinous kind. Was it
because his health was failing, an' his life was
in danger? No such thing had been proved.
Then what was the reason why the sympathies of
this House should be move: in his favour 7 Was
it not, because hewas so sucressful in his frauds
and crimes, as to criminally and fraudulently
secure a seat in this House ? Would not this be
a false sympathy 7 Would it not be a corrupt
sympathy ? Should it be said, that no matter
how great the criminal, nor how black and
dark the crimes he might commit, if; in the com-
mittal of them, he coudd secure a seat in this
house, against the known will of a County,
that this house then, should shicld ond protect
him,—and if by any accident he should be over-
taken by the strong arm of the law, then. his
House would throw the mantle of sympathy
over him, and attempt to move the Crown in-
his favor. This he would call & very false sym-

pathy, a most dangerous sympathy, a bonus

held out to scoundrels to make similar attempts.
He protested most emphatically ~against this
House sympathising with any criminal, upon
the ground that he had formerly been & member
ofthe House. Why, if this motionwas carried, in
bis opinion, to be consistent, the House should
appoint a commissionér, to examine all the pri-
sons and penitentiaries in"the Province, and re-
port all cases of persons convicted for an equal
or a less crime, who had sefved out part of
their time, and then ask the Governor to liber-
ate them.
protested against this motion. It appeared to
him to be a most uncalled for interference with

* the admiristration of Justice, nay more, it was.

a signilicant reprimandof'the Judges. Itscemed
to say most significantly :—¢ Gentlemen of the
Bench take care, you are at liberty to exercise
your Judicial powers over any poor unfortunaie

garment.

There wias another reason why he-

ragamuffin who may have stolen a coat, to
shield him from the piercing blast of a Cana~
dian winter. You may commit him toprison for
3,60r9months, as you please ; but, Gentlemen,
beware, ifany of our members should appear
before you, ¢hands off,’ if you presume to
punish them even a tithe of what their crimes
deserve, we will move the Crown in their favor,
we will secure a commutation of their sentence,
we will have them turned loose on the com-
munity to practice their frauds again.” Was
not this in effect what he said? And again he
protested against this motion on moral grounds ;
the moral character of our people was only
known abroad, through our public men, and the
acts of our public men, and the acts of our
Government and our Legislature; and surely
our moral character had suffered sufficiently
already, by the acts of this Government and
this Legislature, without our adding this fur-
thier stain, this further black mark to our moral
He trusted and hoped tbat this mno-
tion might be withdrawn. He wished in_his
heart that they could with truth, at one bn'lsh,
wipe from their Journals all trace of this case
and the rccollection of it. But above all, let
them not add this blot to our Journals, and this
further stain to our moral character.

Nr. GOWAN had not intended to say a word
upon this motion, as he had laboured under the
impression that the present.motion would not
have received any opposition, and, that, in fact,
gentlemen who, like himself, had assisted in
the expulsion of Mr. Fellowes from the House,
would bave been the first to stand forward and
vote for such a motion. He, however, had been
disappointed, yet be hoped that the House would
extend to Mr. Fellowes that charity which we
ull stood so much in need of. The honourable
member for Grenville (Mr. Patrick) was rather
unfortunate in the arguments which he had
brought forward in support of the position he
had assumed towards Mr. Fellowes. With re-
gard to the liberation of Hunt, it was Sir Robert
Peel’s doctrine that the Government was not to
be influenced by what the House of Commons

Fsaid. This was a pretty doctrine to hold; and

it was on the strength of such a doctrine asthis
that the Honourable Member founded an argu-
ment to oppose the present motion. He trusted
that the Commons of Canada would never per-
mit any member of our Government to hold
such language as that to the House. (Hear,
hear.) But against this speech of Sir Robert
Peel, there were to be set off the opinions of
other talented and well known men. Among
them he might instance Mr. O’Connar, who, on
the same occasion, expressed his conviction that
the case, then under discussion, was one on
which the Ifonse might address the Crown to
mitigate the contemplated punishment.

Hon. M. CAMERON~—That.was the vote on
the occasion ? . :

Mr. GOWAN—It was a tie. The feeling in
the House was so strong that it was a tie ; and
the Speaker, as was customary, gave his vote
in the negative. Another ohjectionable state-
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ment made by the honorable gontleman (Mr.
Patrick) was that Mr. Fellowes had been tried
for perjury and forgery. He had been tried for
nothing of the kind. Mr. Fellowes had been
tried for conspiracy only. And how easy forit,
under the peculiar circumstances of the cuse,
would it be for any one to become amenable
to the charge of conspiracy. If any friend of a
candidate for-election, to:ally innocent of the
law, the breach of which rendered a man
amenable to the charge of conspiracy, acting, as
he believed, for the good of his candidate, and in
good faith, were to involve himsell, he would
not only bring himself within the statute, but he
would also bring the candidate. 1t such a prin-
ciple was to apply, how many of the gentlernen
at the present moment listening to him, but
would find themselves suddcnly guilly of the
charge in question. An Honorable gentleman,
who bad just taken his seat, had also adverted
to the jurymen in order to substantiate a reason
for opposing this motion.—but the most that
could be drawn from the circumstance was that
the jurymen in question were unfit to judge in
the Fellowes case, or in any other case. He
would now draw attention to the Affidavit
which five of those Jurymen had made, and
which had already been alluded to by his Hon.
friend who had introduced the motion. Those
Aflidavits were made by men of different
nations, and holding different political opin-
ions; therefore a charge of combination
could not be brought against them. The
first Affidavit set forth that the Juryman
who made it believed that a majority of the
Jury, only,”was requisite to return a Verdict;
and that had he understood his right of a
Juryman, he never would have consented toa
Verdict of Guilty, against Mr. Fellowes. The
second Affidavit made by anotherJuryman, John
Davidson, was to the same effect. Another
named Bernard MacHume, made an Affidavit to
the same cffect. He believed that the majority
of the jury ruled the minority, and he never
would have consented to a Verdict of Guilty if

he had understood his real position as.a Jury-.

man. Another Affidavit from a Lower Canadian
Juryman wassubstantially thesame, except that
he said further that he never had becnona Jury
in his lite before, and also, that he did not—and
never would have consented to a Verdict of
Guilty. if he had known his duty as a Juryman.
From these Affidavits may be inferred—first,
that if they are true, substantially no Verdict has
heen returned against Mr. Fellowes, because, the
Verdict has been against law. No gentleman
will contend that the finding of seven men

amounts to a Verdict under our constitution.

Secondly, it those Affidavits are false—was the
House to keep men in prison on the finding of
men, who did not hesitate to conumit perjury—
and who actually. must have sworn falsely to
put them there. He hoped that Hon. Gentle-
men would dealleniently, and remit Mr. Fellowes
seatence. Some time after his incarceration, he
had himself seen Mr. Fellowes, and he could not
harrow up the feelings of the 1louse by describ-

ing his appearance, but he was sure that it
would have drawn tears from the eyes of those
who now opposed the motion. Again be hoped
that mercy would be shown, and that, if Mr.
Fellowes did not deserve it, yet that the House
would not hesitate to extend its clemency to
bim

Mr ADAM WILSON having had the hooor
to have been employed by the Government in
the prosecution which led to the conviction of
Mr. Fellowes, would say a few words on the
present occasion. As the motion at present
stood, he could not support it. The motion was
founded on the Affidavitalluded to. Any one ac-
quainted with Courtsof law must know that when
once & Verdict is rendered, it 1s quitea common
thing for Jurymen to come forward and make
Aflidavits regarding facts which ‘no one, ex-
cept themselves, believed themselves capable of
making. But to speak mure imwmediately con-

cerning the matter in question—he believed

and he had good ground for it, thaton the trial
in question there were eight or nine of tbe Jury-
men who were ready to return a Verdict of
Guilty before leaving the jury box—while only
some two or three of them, moved by thc impas-
sioned address of Mr. Fellowes’ were inclined to
find him Not Guilty. Besides, those Affidavits
have already been presented to the Court, and
he believed that the Court was quite :ight in
teetotally rejecting them—and the ex;ianations
then offered. Those ufidavits, althou@h on
oath, were only ezparte statements—and, if re-
ceived and acted upon, would be a dauger—
ous example to the Courts of inferior jurisdiction
throughout the whole country. He hoped
therefore that the present motion would be re-
jected in the present shape, and indeed he be-
lieved that the objectionable part of it would be
expunged by bis Hon. friend. .

Hon. Mr. CAMERON would certainly amend
the motion to make it acceptable to the House.

Mr. WILSON continued. The only ques-
tion to be decided then, was, whether the mo-
tion was expedient, not whether it was in the
power of the House to do so—because it might
be objected that, by exerting its power, the

House-would lessen the effect of the punish-

ment aftached to the crime. As a private in-
dividual, he was prepared at any moment to
sign an address to his Excellency, the Governor
General, #to have:Mr. Fellowes pardoned, and
only as n“fhember of the House did he hesitate
to support the motion. However, there was
one poiut that he wished to impress upon. the
House, and that was that he could never con-
seut t.; .ote for the motion at all, until he
knew wlid was to become of Bedell the' wit-
ness, He was the chief witness for the prose-
cution, and had been brought over:from the
United States, with a great deal o " difficulty in-
deed. Every one would’ apprchend the ditli-
culty with which he had been brought over,
when he stated that Mr. Fellowes had, it - was
well known, information filled up,and Aflidavits
ready to be sworn to with kim, so that the mo-
ment Bedell had given his evidence he could
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‘have him arrested on the spot. And the worst
part of the matter was, that Mr. Fellowes in-
tended in the most unblushing manner to have
Bedell arrested for no other charge than that
of conspiracy.. Before the trial it was found
necessary to place Bedell under the protection
of the Court—and since then he (Mr. W.) had
to procure recognisances for his appearance
to answer the charges preferred against him.
Therefore, he (Mr. W.) would not vote for the
motion before the House, until he first under-
stood that Mr. Fellowes had abandoned his
charges against Bedell. From correspondence
with the Attorney General, he was led to be-
lieve that Bedell being a Crown witaness could
not be prosecuted. But he would require to be
satisfied, and to see the recognisances given up.
If there was to be a settlement let it be a genc-
ral settlement all round. He had no idea that
one party should be discharged, and that,
thereupon, the other party should immediately
become liable to prosecution. As to the re-
liability of Bedell’s evidence, there could be lit-
tle reason to doubt it. It was the same,
delivered at the bar of the House, as in the jury
box. It would seem that this man wasnotvery
learned, and that he looked upon the matter in
which he was concerned, as a good joke, and
not at all in the light of a serious offence.
There was no good -~asom to doubt the evi-
dence of this witness, and for this reason he
(Mr. W.) thought that the Crown might very
well give up their claim upon Bedell's sureties.
To revert again to the motion. He must con-
fess that he thought that the law had beensatis-
fied. He had expressed this opinion out of
the House, that three or six months were of no
consequence, so far as the punishment was con-
cerned. Mr. Fellowes had sustained an injury
that he would not be able, perhaps, to recover
during his life. His sufferings were, no doubt,
acute—and doubtless he viewed his disgrace as
his worst suffering. He had rather that the
motion had not been made at all; but as it had
been made, he would support it under the con-
«ditions set forth.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON in order to meet the
views of Hon. gentlemen, would amend his mo-
tion as follows: “ That an humble address be
presented to His Excellency the Governor
‘General, praying that he may he pleased to re-
mit the remainder of the sentence of George
Byron Lyon Fellowes, Martin Casselman, and
John Saxon Casselman, now confined in the
Jjail of Toronto, for the crime of conspiring to
obtain the election of the said George Byron
Lyon Fellowes, inasmuch as the law has been
sufficiently vindicated by their conviction and
‘the imprisonment which they have suffered.”

Mr. BURWELL said, in his opinion this House
should be more r¢2:1y to sustain than to disturb
the decisions of the Courts of Justice. If we
had reason to be proud of any thing in the Pro-
vince, it was of the purity of the Bench, and for
one he held that the Judges balanced the scale
of Justice equally. It was no doubt true that the
House, if it thought proper could by its own act

'most singular position to take.

supersede the decisions of the Judges, but this
power should be, and he trusted would be exer-
cised, with the very greatest caution. For his
part, he considered it his duty to voteagainst
the motion.

Dr. CONNOR considered the original motion
as a most extraordinary one to bring into the
House. Afterstating thatfive Jurymen, on oath,
had declared that they had rendered their Verdict
under a mistake, it prays that this House should
pass an address to His Excellency asking him to
exercise the prerogative of mercy, and to release
Mr. Fellows from imprisonment. This was a
He believed that
it was a part of the duty of the.Executive to
advise the Governor General in all cases where
it might be proper for him to ecxercise the prero-
gative, and thereifore, it seemed very strange to
him that it should be sought to remove the
responsibility from them and to throw it upon
the House. It was for the advisers ofthe Crown
to assume a duty of this kind, and as had been
intended by the member for Laprairie, it might be
that the matter had been brought before the
Executive before it came here. 1f the man were
really kept in jail at the risk of his life, the
subject might be deserving of consideration.
Had such an application been made on behalf of
a person who had never been a member of the
House, for instance some poor and obscure man,
the House would, no doubt, have asked for proof
of the allegation respecting danger to his life ;
and he submitted that in this case such evidence
was at least equally necessary. It was said that
a Physician had been asked to give a certificate
that Mr. Fellowes’ life was in danger, but that he
had refused ; he was sure that if a petition had
been circulated in Toronto, praying for his dis-
charge, it would have been refused signature on
all hands. He would oppose the motion on any
form it might assume. Those who argued that
there was danger to Mr. Fellowes’ life were not
justified in using the argument, nor were they
justified in throwing out the insinuations that
had been made against other Hon. members. He
hoped Hon. members would consult their own
dignity and that of the House, and always
frown down any attempt at impairing its
character. The conduct of Mr. Fellows and his
agsociates was nothing better than a conspiracy
to induce perjury, and an audacious attempt to
insult the House and usurp its privileges. Was
it, he would ask, because he had taken his seat
here and had made use of other men to accom-
plish his purposes, that he was to be treated
with indulgence ? Was it because that he
himself had not taken the false oaths that
were necessary to secure him that seat, that
he was not guilty of the offence charged against
him ? On the contrary he was only the more
guilty, for he led others to the commission of
the gravest crimes. This House was in fact,
called upon to act upon alleged facts supported
by not a little evidence, and without the right-
ed explanation to say that the law was to be
set aside, and to pray that His Excellency would
discharge, from the penalties of his sentence, a



March 5, 1860.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY. 9

man who deserved all he'suffered. The argu-
ment of his Hon. friend from Lambton, he con-
sidered most unsound, and he had brought only
one precedent to sustain his motion, the only
one he supposed which could be found in the
history of the British Parliament; but he (Con-
nor) did not know' but that, in the case stated,
sufficient grounds had _been produced for thc
deciston arrived at. Regarding Mr. Fellow cs,
we bad him here in the House influencing an
important decision by his own vote, and, in the
face of papers, which were an insult to the House,
sitting and voting for two years: It had been
said that he had been advised by a high authori-
"ty nottoresign his seat (heat, hear,) and, though
he hoped it was not true yet, it was wc]l known
‘that the statement had bccn made again and
again in various forms.—However, Mr, Fellowes
had sat in-this house for two years, had influen-
ced its decigions, and had aided in stoppiag en-
quiry'into matters which required it. . He bad
had & most fair trial ; he had been mcd in his
own nexghbourhood \\ here he was known asa
man of influence :—in facts o Queen’s Counsel,
he had been personally present,—he had delayed
the trial in ordevto obtain menns of defcnee, and
-yet the Jury in afew minutes had prononnced
him guilty. On what grounds theu could this
House interfere to abrogate the’ sentence? It
~ could not be said that, for the grave offence he’
had commntted an imprisonment for six months,
and & fine of £200 was a harsh or oppressive
sentence. No one thought so.  Where then, hé
would again ask, were the grounds for interfer-
ence on the part of the House ? - He could see
none whatever, How many poor wretches were
there rotting in .ourprisons under heavier sen-
tences for much smalleroffences committed often
underthe pressure of poverty and misery, and yet
-did the House ever think of interfering to rescuc
them from the consequences of their own acts ?
Of course not. Was it then because Mr. Fel-
lowes was or had been a man of means and
position that this mercy was invoked ? The of-
fence was only the more heinous, and it was an
insult to the House to ask his release. . How
could the House expect to preserve its lofty
position and its dignity. .if it granted such s
motion when it was unsustained by a shred of
argument. He did ‘not care how the motion
might be modified or whut shape it took, he
would vote against it, and would do so with &
clear conscience. He liad no feeling. w hatever
against Mr. Fellowes, and, in votiug to reject
the motion, he only acted fxom a stroug sense of
duty to the interests of justice, and of the coun-
iry. . Lot
. Mr. Attoruey General CARTIER—Mr.
" Speaker, 1 donot think that the Hon. gentleman,
who has just sat down. ought to find fault with
the Goverriment in relation. to thie matter. [
think the lon. gentleman ought to have dis-
cussed the matter irrespective of what may be
the opirvion of the Government. The Honorable
gentleman hes correctly stated that, in the
exercise of the Royal Prerogative of mercy, His
Excellency the Governor General can, if he

thinks proper, apply to the members- of his
Council for advice. The Hon. gentleman has
spoken as if the hon. member for Lambton was
a- Ministerial supporter, and as if the Govern-
ment were privy to the motion. Now, the hon.
gentleman is well aware that the Hon. member
for Lambton does not only not sit at the Minis-
terial side of the House, but is altogether in -
opposition to the Government.  The Honorable -
member for Lambton will, I am sure, exonerate
the Government and every member of it from
any collision with him in the matter, and testify
that he is prompted to submit thisresolution, of
his own mere motion. The Government as a
Government understand their position. "We
know that if at gny time His Excellency .calls
upon us to advise -him on the cxercise of the
Royal. Prerogative in this case, we shall feel it
our duty to tender him our advice. We shall
examine all the papers and evidence which will
be laid beforeus, and report, as té our judgment,
may seem requisite. As regards the course
taken by the Hon. member for ambton, it is
not for me to defend it. I mayf observe, how-
ever, that I do not see anything unusual in it.
The same course is not without precedent. It
has been adopted on many occasions, occasions
which will be fresh in the recollection of the
House. On many occasions has this House
been nskcd to vote an address to His Excel-
lency for the exercise of the Royal Prerogative,,
not only in the cases of persons condemned by
the Courts of this Province, but in the cases of
persons condemned by the Courts of ather
countries. (Hear, hear.) 1 remember in 1854
or 1855, perhapg it was in 1853, Mr. Mackenzie,
then the Hon.member for Haldlmand moved an
address for the exercise of the Royal Prerogativc
inthe case of Mr. Smith O'Brien,andsome oneelse.
(Hear. .

. Dr. CONNOR—It was a2 member of our own
House that I spoke of.

Mr. Attorney General CARTIER——I under-
stood the argument of the Hon. member for
South Oxford, wis that the course taken by the
member for Lamibton was unusual and unwar-
rantable,—in fact, that the House ought not to
move in such & natter. |

Mr. FOLEY—That is the very ground the’
Attorney General took on the occasion to which
he has referred.

Mr. W. F. POWELL—And the wmember for
Waterloo took the opposite- ground.

Mr. FOLEY—Certainly.

Mr. McGEE—~There was no charge of fraud
in that case.

Mr. FERGUSON—OQnly of treason.

Mr. Attorney General CARTIER—In refer-
ence to what has fallen from the Hon. member
for Waterloo, I can truly say that if he will re«
fer to the _)oumnls and to the reports of the
speeches on that occasion, he will see if he is
justified in the statement he has made. Butl
was quoting a precedent which does not date
so many years back. There are several others.
thh regard to parties condemned in Canada,
for offences arising out of the disturbances of
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1837 and 1838. Several times has the House
passed Addresses in order that the Royal Prero~
gative may be extended to persons suffering
under divers circumstances. And one of these
Addresses received the sanction of the Imperial
Government. [ mention this, because it shows
that the Hon. member for South Oxford is wrong
in asserting that the proceeding is unusual and
unwarranted. 1 presume that the hon. member
for Lambton is mainly prompted in his action
because be sees that there is some connection
between the conviction of Mr, Fellowes and the
other parties, and the proceedings of this House.
No one can lose sight of this fact that the pro-
secution of Mr. Fellowes and - the other parties
was instituted by the Govermmnent in conse-
quence of a resolution of this House. The Gov-
ernment acted as it was required, and the law
of the land, the independence of election, and
the independence and integrity of parliamentary
liberty were ‘sufficiently vindicated.  This,
then, [ understand, is the position of the Hon.
member for, Lambton—he moves an Address
praying that His Excellency will be pleased to
remit the remainder of the sentence of the con-
victed parties. In this proceeding, as I have
said, [ see nothing extraordinary. It is a pro-
ceeding which every member of this House, if
he chooses, can take, It is not an irrelevant
proceeding as regards the prerogative—Dbecause
His Esxcellency, in his exalted position, can re- |
ceive Petitions or Addresses from any .one in
the community, or from any Corporation or
public Body, or from either branch of the Le-
gislature. With regard to the propriety of the
action of the Hon. mempber for Lambton, every
Hon. member could have his opinion. The Gov-
ernment, understanding their position, it was
not their duty ecither to approve or resist it.
Each member of the Government could have
his own individual op¥nion. At this stage of
the matter it was not necessary for them to|
offer an opinion.

Mr. McDOUGALL said the case before the
House was a very important one in a public
point of view, aud he was not aware that the
House was constituted for the purpose of
dealing with matters of a private and personal
nature. It was not its province to occupy it-
self with considerations of charity, mercy, or
benevolence to individuals, especially if they
conflicted with public interests. The question
to be considered was whether the passage of
the motion would have a beneficial effect on the
public mind, and would be conducive to public
morality. It was for the House to consider
whether acts of fraud and perjury, such as had
been proved against Mr. Fellowes, were punish-
ed in excess by a fine of £200 and six months
imprisonment. He did not helieve the public
thought the sentence exceeded the demerits of
the case, and the public press of all opinions,
had regarded it as but 2 moderate punisbment.
He had also had occasion to ascertain the
opinion of his constitutents, and they regarded
it in the same light. Indecd, he believed he
might say with perfect safety, that the general

belief was that the sentence was very merci-
ful, considering the enormity of the offence.
It was the boast of the mother conntry that the
sword of justice fell with equal severity upon
the high and the low. Such culprits ag Sir
John Dean Paul, found no more favour there
than the nmiost humble of the offenders agdinst
the laws. If the House interfered in this mat-
ter, it would be said, and very properly, that
it was because Mr. Fellowes occupied a high
social position, that his case had been thus
treated. Indced, the Hon. member for Lamb-
ton, had expressly put it on this gronnd, and
had urged that the prospects of the offender
would be much injured, if he were to be com-
pelled to put in his full time in prison. Letthe
motion be granted, and it will be said that the
House discriminates between culprits, and in-
terferes to rescue those who happen to have
held high positions, while the poor are left to
their fate, and he nced not say what the effect
wounld be. Then it will be said that the motion
was intended to cover other cases,and that per-
jury was sympathised with. Tt had been freely
stated that persons high inoffice were implicated
in' this matter, and that Mr. Fellowes would
have resigned his seat’if he had not been ad-
vised to retain it.- Let the motion pass, and it
will be believed that it was to screen these high
personages that the House interfered. He could”
not support the motion for another roason.
The Attorney General had not given any as-
surance to the House that no further proceed-
ings should be taken against the sureties for
the appearance of the Crown witness, upon
whom Mr. Fellowes was anxious to wreak his
vengeance. No one believed that Bedell, a for-
eigner, and in a foreign country, would appear
and answer the absurd. charge of congpiracy,
for which he had been arrested. Then it camc
to this: will the House liberate Mr. Fellowes,
in order that he may prosccute the sureties,
who, in the interest of public justice, came for-
ward to protect the witness for the Crown? 1f
he ¢pmes here asking mercy, he should abandon
his vindictive prosecution of those whom the
jury, the court, and the counsel for the Crown
believed to be innocent. He did not see how
hon. members on his side of the House could
support the motion until they were assured that
the recognizances for the appearance of Bedell
were given up. .
Mr.-SIMPSON thought that much which had
been said by Hon. members might have a bear-.
ing upon a question of general jail delivery,
but had nothing to do with the question now
before the House, which should be considered
on its own merits. That question was, had the
majesty of the law been vindicated? He
thought it was, amply, as had been shewn by
the Hon. member for North York (Mr. Adam
Wilson,) in the judicious remarks made by him
on the subject. The next question was, whether
the House should interfere. It seemed the
House of Commons had done so, in a somewhat
similar case, cited by the Hon. member for
Lambton .(Mr. M. Cameron) and he could not
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sce the impropriety of this Assembly follow-
ing the example. Members, in forming their
judgement upon Mr. Fellowes' offence, should
remember the saying that “in love,” politics
and war tricks are fair,” and also that it is bet-
ter to err on the side of mercy than of venge-
ance.” As to the questionjwhich the member
for North York had raised with reference to the
Crown witness, Bedell; he could not see how
the Government could interfere until the Courts
of Law had disposed of the indictment now be-
fore them : and, with regard to the manner of
accomplishing the object of the motion now
before the House, whether by address or other-
wise he considered it of little importance, if
.the purpose in view wereeftected.

Mr. BUREAU said if the question was one of
pity, he, who had sat in this House with Mr.
Fellowes, would have little hesitation in givinga
vote in  his favor: But it was a question as to
the ~exercise of the prerogative of mercy, a
prerogative which could at all times be exer-
cised without the interference of Parliament.
He did not see the object of the motion unless
it'wus to exonerate the Exccutive, and relieve
them of any responsibility they might incur by
granting a pardon. Another reason for which
ke was opposed to the motion wag that it did
not appear Mr. Fellowes had himself applied for
o remission of sentence. If their address
passed, he might say that he had not applied to
the Government, but that the House had taken
up the matter for him, and re-affirmed its vote
of last session, thus implying that the correct-
ness of the verdict of the jury was not recog-
nized. The real infamy did not attach to the
time for which he might be incarcer-
ated, butto the offence committed. He thought
there was but one opinion as tothe heinousness
of the crime’established by the evidence at the
trial ; and if Mr, Fellowes’ health really suffered
by imprisonment had he not the same right of
petition as every other subject, and could he
not apply to His Excellency for restoration to
liberty, without the interference of this House.
He (Mr. Bureau) considered that he would be
wantingin his duty to the people of of this Pro-

- vince if he voted for the address. The moral
effect of such a proceeding would be bad, for it
would be said that a political partizan who be-
longed to the majority might always, by one
means or other, geta pardon for any offence
he might commit. A system of thiskind would
be fatal to the administration of justice.. There
should be no repetition of what had taken
place in the case of Mr. Mercer, who although
proved guilty of contravening the law of the
land, was taken under the protection of the
Government, and shielded from the conse-
quences of his offence. Public opinion con-
demned the Government, for their conduct in
relation to Mr. Mercer, and he did not desire
to see the House acting upon such a precedent
as that case afforded. ’

Mr. Wm. POWELL was not second to any in
his desire to see punished those who committed
offences against the rights of the people, but he
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regretted that the sense of justice, which was
apparently so strong in many Hon. members,
was not tinctured with that most divine of all
attributes—mercy. He would record his vote
for the motion because he considered the man-
ner in which the conviction in Mr. Fellowes’
case had been arrived at, was not & legal one.
There were the oaths of five of the Jury who
tried the defendants, (and until shaken they were
surely worthy of some consideration,) that they
were not aware the law provided for unanimity
in their verdict, and that they had convicted
without knowing they did so. He had heard,
in fact, that these Jurors were astonished at the
result of their verdict. The course of defence
pursued, too, was another cause of the result
of the trial.  After his counsel had separated
bis case from that of the other defendants, Mr.
Fellowes, in a spirit of generosity, assumed an
amount of responsibility that did not attach to
him, and mixed himself too much up with
Casselman. He took, however, a narrower
ground than this, and that was, that even if the
conviction were just and merited, the law was
amply vindicated. The Hon. member for Gren-
ville had srid that no precedent could be found
for an address of this kind, but, if he had tnrned
to the Journals of 1856, he would have seen that
the House had passed an address asking Her -
Majesty to grant an ampesty to William Smith
O’Brien and John Frost, and that, amongst the
yeas on that occasion were Messrs. Aikens,
Foley and Gould. (Hear, hear.) The offence
of those exiles was much greater than that of
Mr. Fellowes; it involved treason to the Crown,
an attempt to overthrow the Queen’s Govern-
ment. He was astonished at the remarks of
the Hon. member for Grenville (Mr. Gowan);
that is at his affecting to pity Mr. Fellowes. It
struck him (Mr. Powell) that that Hon. member
was only mocking at the unfortunate prisoner ;
bis (Mr. Gowan's) was lip sympathy, and it
would have been just as well to have restrained
the expression of it. It had been demonstrated
that both in England and here in the cases
already referred to, Parliament had undertaken
to represent certain parties fit subjects for the
Royal clemency, and if the House were satisfied
that, with reference to Mr. Fellowes, justice
had been done, and a proper example made of
the offenders, all the objects desired had been
achieved, and there was no necessity for pro-
longing the period of imprisonment. The law
does not seek vengeance, but by punishing the
criminal, to deter others from crime. The Hon.
member for South Oxford (Dr. Connor,) who
was returned by a majority of one, affected to
bo greatly shocked at the remark of the Hon.
member for Lambton (Hon. Mr. Cameron,) that
if a'strict investigation as to election practices
were gone into, few members of this House
would come into it with clean skirts. 1If it was
true that some members had spent as much
as £2,000 or £3,000 in an election, and that that
Hon. gentleman had himself expended-£1,000,
he need not cry out so very loudly. It was in -
degree that Mr, Fellowes offence was different
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from that of bribery. The member for the other
Riding of Oxford (Mr. McDougall) had said that
Mr. Fellowes was an accessory to perjury and
forgery, but it was very doubtful whether there
was any perjury committed. The Affidavit, as
made by the Poll Clerk, was apparently made be-
fore Casselman, and he (Mr. Powell.) did not !
believe it wasever sworn to. Mr. Casselman, of |
course, was guilty of attaching his name to it. |
withont its being really sworn to, but that was
not so bad as perjury. He did not seek to jus- .
tify Mr. Fellowes’ conduct, but he might say
that these proceedings arose in some measure
out of a system of lax morality, the growth of
many years. Mr. Fellowes was the nnfortunate
victim, and the concentrated vengeance of the
law should not fall on his head. His health
was now injured, he was thoroughly crushed, |
deprived of position and character, and of all that |
rendered life dear or valuable. What could the |
House wish to see done to him? It had been
alleged that the present application was not
. backed by petitions from out of doors. He (Mr.
Powell) had heard that nuwerous petitions had
heen sént to the Executive on behalf of Mr.
Fellowes, and he appealed to the Attorney
General to corroborate this statement. He now
held in his hand a telegram just received from
Ottaws, stating that scveral petitions had been
sent on to Quebec. He knew that in Ottawa,
petitions had been signed by men of all classes
and parties, one of them being headed with the
signatures of the Mayor and Ex-Mayor of Ottawa
and the Warden of the County of Carleton, and
that in Toronto petitions were carried in the
hands of two_or three members of the Opposi-
tion. The House nced not fear as to
passing  their  Address. Public  opinion
felt that sufficient had already been
done. The member for North York (Mr.
Adam Wilson.,) had said he would have no
objection to Mr. Fellowes obtaining his release,
if he did not proceed against the Crown witness,
Bedell: he (Mr. Powell) in a conversationwhich
he had with Mr. Fellowes, in thejail at Toronto.
learnt from that gentleman he was satisfied
Bedell would not appear, and that he had
determined, so far as he was concerned, not to
prosecute those who became responsible for
Bedell's appearance to take his trial. He might
also state he was thoroughly convinced that
the Attorney General, so far from giving any
advice to Mr. Fellowes, of the nature hinted at
" by the Hon. member for North and South Oxford,
had advised him in a directly opposite way.
He (Mr. Powell) was present at an interview,
when Mr. Fellowes was discussing his position,
and when the Attorney General advised him to
allow his case to go to an Election Committee
. 10 be decided on. He ‘knew nothing, moreover,
" a8 to any letters having passed between the
Attorney General and Mr. Fellowes. From the

fact of his representing a neighboring constitu-
ency to that which Mr. Fellowes represented, he

took morc interest in the matter than perhaps
other Hon. members. He hoped the House would
record its views on the question, free from party
feeling or any attempt to make political capital
out of the discussion. The motion had been
brought forward by a prominent member of the
Opposition, and should be voted upon irrespec-
tive of party considerations. His constituency
heing, as he had said, adjacent to the one which
had suffered through 3r. Fellowes' conduct, he
would be amenable to a stronger public opinion
than many other Hon. members, yet he was pre-
pared for the consequences, -and to give to the
unfortunate criminal, now confined ina dungedn,
his liberty ; which was all tliat could now be
restored to a man who had lost his professional
standing, character, and all that was valuable
to him as a man.

The House then divided.
34,

Yeas.—58; Nays

< PFISHING STATIONS, .

Mr., CIMON moved an Address for a detailed
Statement of the several fishing stations leased
by the Government, under the provisions of the
Fishery Aect, of 1853, on the North and South
Shores of the St. Lawrence, including the
rivers, with the name of the lessee, the price
paid for cach of the stations, and the guantity
of fish taken by several of the lessees.” Car-
ried.

FREE GRANTS OF LAND.

Mr. BUREAU moved an Address to His Ex-
cellency, for a * Statement of the Free Grants of
Land, out of the Public Domain, which have
been made in Upper and Lower Canada, since
1st January, 1856, giving the names of the per-
sons to whom the Grants have been made.” He
said that when he had given notice of the mo-
tion, the Report of -the Commissioner of Orown
Lands had not yet appeared, and that he saw in
itwith greatpleasure,amentionofthe gratuitous
distribution of wild Lands in great quantity. -
This proved that an endeavor has been made to
encourage colonization. (Hear, hear.) In Up-
per Canada, 333 farms of 100 acress had been
given away,—but in Lower Canada only 179.
He bowever, wished for a rather more detailed
report, especially as regarded Lower Canada,
and this was what he was moving for, in order
that people, who wished to settle on wild lands,
might have a means of knowing what lands
were disposable in the various townships.

M. BOURASSA moved, in amendment, to add
to the returns a statement (1st) of the county in
which each free grant was, (2nd) of the num-
ber of acres in each, (3rd) what the settlers had
‘to pay for their location tickets, whether to the
Government ‘or the Agents, and (4th) if any
free grants have been refused- to any one, and
why, and to whom, and where.

(7o be Continued.)
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Hon. Mr. CARTIER suggested to the Hon.
member that he should also ask on what roads
the free grants have been made—for if there
hed begn more given away in Upper then in
Lower Canada, it must be owing to the greater
number of free grant lines of road in, that part
of the Province, where the survery of such
lines of communication had been sooner com-
menced.

COMMISSIONERS’ COURTS, L. C.

Mr .BEAUBIEN enquired of Ministers, whether
they intend, during the present Session, to
bring down any measure for the sabolition of
the Commisgioners’ Courts in Lower Canada, as
the complete operation of the new Judicial sys-
tem furnishes to the House, and to-the Govern-
ment, the opportunity, without inconvenience to
the public, of placing within the jurisdiction of
better qualificd Judges, all Judicial business
which may arvise in the new districts.”

Attorney General CARTIER replied in the
negative.

ENLARGEMENT OF THE CANALS.

Mr. McMICKEN enquired of Ministers, whe-
ther they have decided upon the propriety of
recommending an immediate enlargement of the
Provincial Canals to meet the growing exigen-
cies of Trade and Commerce. : ’

Hon. Mr. Rose replied that great diversity of
opinion prevailed as to whether the falling off
of the traffic was due to the small size. of the
Welland and St. Lawrence Canals, or to the in-
creased facilities for transport to New York via
Buffalo, Dunkirk, &c. Many ‘vessels engaged
in the grain trade wére too large to pass
through the Welland Canal. and he would men-
tion that full information on the subject would

be found in the Report, now being printed. It
was very difficult to form correct views on this
subject, but the information necessary would
soon be in the hands of members, as, during
the recess, many valuable statistics had been
published, respecting the present course of trade
and its future tendencies. (Hear.)

TIMBER LICENSES.

.Mr. HEATH moved an address for & Return
showing the amount of monies received by the
Government, for timber dues collected for tim-
bers or logs on lands, cut, sold, located or oc-
cupied by settlers in the County of Ottawa,
specifying the Lot, Concession and Township
where such timber was cut, when, and by
whom the timber dues were paid, and what
amount, if any, is still due, and since when.
—Carried. : i

APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES.

. Hon. Mr. CARTIER moved for leave to name
:a Coinmittee for the appointment of standing
‘Caommittees. -

Hon. Mr. BROWNX objected to the composition
of the Committee as proposed by the mover,
alleging that two of the gentlemen named viz.,
Hon. Messrs. Dorion, and J. S. McDonald, were
absent, so that while eight of the thirteen were
supporters of the- Government, only three would
represent the Opposition. .

Hon. Mr. CARTIER. said that the Committee
was precisely the same as Jast year with the ex-
ception of two on his side of the House, which
were replaced by other two, but he was willing
to name the Hon. Mr. Thibaudeau and Doctar
Conyor, on the Opposition side, in licu of the
absent members, : .

Mr. WHITE suggested it would be betier for
the House itself to name the Committee.

After some Conversation the Speaker decided
upon adopting that method, and the following
gentlemen -were chosen :—Hon. Messrs. Curtier,
Attorney-General Mclonald, Brown, Foley, D. A.
MeDonatd, Durean, Carling, Simard, Turcotte,

Simpson, HeMicken, Ferres. and Loranger.
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THE CONSOLIDATED STATUTES.

Dr. CONNOR moved, seconded by Mr. Mowat,
that the Clers of the House be instructed to ob-
tain from the proper officers.—Ist, a return of
the total number of copies of the Consolidated
Statutes of Canada and Upper Canada, respee-
tively received by Governinent, trom the Queen's
Priuter, and the manner in which they were dis-
tributed :—:2nd. a statement of the mmounts paid
by Government or any, Provincial Department,
to the Queen's Printer for printing the said Con-
- solidated Statutes. and for copies of the same.
respectively :—3rd, a siatument of' the cost per
volume of the said Consolidated Statutes of
Canada and Upper Canadn, respectively, in case
3,000 copies of each wereprinted in English at the
pricesfor composition, press-work, and binding,
now paid forprinting the Journals of this Housc.
"The mover said he believed an estimate of the
cost would show that the Consolidated Statntes
could be furnished to the public at the rate of
to the public at the rate of 84 per volume, and
leave & sufficient margin of profit. [t was cer-
tainly desirable that, if possible, the volumes
should be furnished at « price which would en-
able not only the Magistrates, but every lawyer
student at law, or any other person. to obtain
them. .

The motion was carried.

OTTAWA SHIP CANAL.

Mi. POWELL moved an address for u report
on the survey, ordered with the intention of as-
certaining the practicability of connecting
Lake Huron with the St. Lawrence.

Hon. Mr. ROSE replied that the report had

" been received, and there was uo objection to
supplying this information. The estimated cost
of the Canal of 12 feet depth, was $12,069,000,
and the canal navigation would be something
like 48 or 50 miles. The survey showed that,
by the present route by Welland, the distance
was 1,279 miles, and by the Ottawa 976 miles.
—Carried. .

. The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE (OUNCIL.
Tuesday, 6th March, 1860.
Hon. Mr. SPEAKER took the chair atthree

‘o"clock.
: RETURNS, &c.-

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER laid before the Council
the accounts of the House from 1st May to 31st
December, 1859. He informed the House that
the Commigsioner appointed for the examina-
tion of witnessess, on the trial of the petition
complaining of an' undue election for the Elec-
toral Division of Alma, bad returned a copy of
the minutes of his proecedings and report, and
that he (Hon. Mr. Speaker) had issued his man-
date for the re-assembling of the Committee, on
Thursday, the 15th instant, at 11 o'clock, a.m.,to
take the sumceinto consideration. Also, that a

“to execute the Cowmmission, the

return had been received {rom the Commissione-
a3 to the Saurel Election. and that the Com-
mittee would meet on the 22nd justant, at 11
o'¢lock. And that, the Commissioner appointe:d
as to the Montarville Election having refused
Committee
moved re-assembling on Monday the 19th inst.,
to take his proceedings and return inte con:-
sideration. A letter, Hon. Mr. Speaker stated,
had been reccived by the Clerk from the Pro-
vineinl Sceretary. in relation to the atlowance o
the Act tor the relief of JohnMeLean, reservesd
Last session for Her Majesty's assent.

OCEAN MAIL STEAMERS.

Hon, Mr. VANKOUGHNET presented @« mes-
sage on the subject of the Imperial subsidies to
the Atlantic Mail Steamers. and the claims of
Canuadn in connexion therewith, had in pursu-
ance of the Address of both Houses, to Her Ma-
jesty, in relation thereto; also three messages
‘on the subject of the arrangement for the trans-
port of .the French, Belgiau, and United Statea
mails between Europe and Awerica by the Ca-
nadian line of steamships. :

CONTINGENT EXPENSES OF THE HOUSE.

Sit B, P. TACHE, seconded by Hon. Mr.
BOULTON, moved, that the statement of the
Clerk’s disburserenis and vouchers be referred
to_the selcct Committes on Accounts.—Carried.

Sir E. P. TACHE, seconded by Hon. Mr.
BOULTON. moved,tha’ an address be pfesented
to His Exccllency, praying that a warrant be is-
sucd, in favour of the Clerk of this House, for
$12,000. to meet the contingent evpenses. and

1 to be accounted for hereafter.

COURT OF CHANCERY.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL scconded by Hou. Mr..
ALEXANDER.moved thatan humble Address te
presented to His Excellenty the Governor Geae-
val, praying that His Fxcellengy wilbbe pleased
to cause to be laid before this Houge, a return of
all cages in the Court of Chancery, for Upper
Canada, standing for judgment on the 3lat of
December, A. D. 1859, with the dates. when- the
same cases Were argued, and of all judgments
which have been given in the said Court during
the year ending on that day ; and whether sucb
judgments were delivered in open Court, or com-
municated through the Registrar, and it through
that officer, the dates when such judgments were
in any way connected therewith.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET said
objection to the motion.

Address ordered.

COMMITTEE ON BANKING. .

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL, seconded by Hon. Mr.
ALLAN, moved tbat a select Committee Lie ap-
pointed to whom all Bills on the sulject of
Bauking be referred,—Cairied.

CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES.

Hon. Mr, CHRISTIE asked that the cousider-
at’on 6t the Hon. Mr. Morris' resolutions of the
notice paper for to-day, be deferred tv the
17th inst.—Granied.

there was oo
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MILITIA OFFICER’S HALF PAY,

Sir E. P. TACHE enquired of the ministry
whether any answer has been received to the
Address of the 15th of April last, presented by
both Houses, praying Her Majesty to extend the
Royal Bounty of Half-pay to Militia Officers who
gerved in the War of 1812, and who have not
yet participated in the said Royal bounty.

Hon.Mr. VANKOUGHNET said an answerhad
been received, and was contained in the Mes-
gage which he now delivered.

The message was read by the Clerk as fol-
lows:

The Governor General transmits for the in-
formation of the Homorable the Legislative
Council, & copy of a dispatch from the Secre-
iary of State in answer to the joint address of
lagt session to Her Majesty, praying for the ex-
tension of the Royal Bounty of Half-pay to offi-
cerg of Militia who served in the War of 1812.

GovernMENT Housk. ]

Quebec, 5th March, 1860. § Downing Street
No 26. 22 Aung. 1860,
Sir—1I have had the honour to receive and

lay before the Queen,the Joint address from the

Legislative Council and Assembly of Canada, to

Be: Majesty praying that the survivors of the

Fiv. ¥ Companies, and embodied Militia who

gervied during the War of 1812, may receive the

game Royal Bounty of Half-pay as has been al-
ready bestowed upon the incorporated Militia

of Upper Canada who were embodied in 1813
You will inform the respective Houses of the

Canadian Parliament that the Her Majesty has

received their address very graciously.

You will add that, without for a moment de-
tracting from the services of the ofticers who so
conspicuously distinguished themselves in the
numerous engagements of the period referred to,
I have found it impossible to advise her Majesty
to comply with the terms of the holders, as the
recoguition of claims 30 remote ag the present,
would lead to consequences which would be
seriously embarrassing to the public service.

I have &c.,
NEWCASTLE.
The Right Honorable
Sir E. W. Heap, Bart.

P. 8.1 have to request that you will inform
Mr. Merritt that I have only received his letter
dated the 30th July last, on this suhject, and
that you will communicate to him the decision
of Her Majedty's Government contained in this
digpatch.

GROWING TIMBER.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN, seconded by Hon. Mr.
KIERSKOWSKI, moved for leave to introduce
a Bill intituled ‘“ An Act for the protection of
Growing Timber.” Leave was given, and the
Bill was read a first time; second reading on
Friday next.

MUNICIPAL DEBENTURES,

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER moved thatthe order
for the second reading of his Bill to restrain
the issuing of Municipal Debentures be dis-
charged ; and that the same be fixed for to-mor-
row. Qranted.

PARLIAMENTARY LIBRARY.

A message was received from the Legislative
Assembly, by Messrs. Turcotte and Langevin,
as to the appointment, by that House, of a
Library Committee.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET, seconded by
Hon. Mr. KNOWLTON, moved that Hon. Messrs.
Moore, Allan, Kierskowski, Laterriere and the
mover, be members of the Joint Committee of
both Houses for the regulation and manage-
ment of the Parliamentary Library.—Carried.

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, March 6, 1860.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at three
o’clock.

THE MUNICIPALITY LAW OF LOWER CA-
NADA.

Hon. M. CARTIER said he had given notice
some days ago, that he would introduce a bill to
Cosolidate the Municipal Law of Lower Canada.
The measure which he was about to bring before
the House, was nearly the same as that which was
introduced last session, and he had the honor to
inform the House, that as soon as possible after
the prorogation, communications were sent toall
the Municipalities, all the Muricipal Councils,
whether of Counties, or Townships, with a copy
of the Bill in both languages, and an invitation
to send to His Excellency, through the Hon’ble
Provincial Secretary, any observations they
might make thereon. He (Mr. Cartier) had had
the pleasure of seeing, by correspondence, that
suggestions had been made by the Municipal
Councils, and he was also happy to say that they
were not very numerous. Another source of
pride to him was, that he was able to state that
the Municipal system was working well, in Lower
Canada. (Hear.) He was glad tosay this, be-
cause Lower Canadians had been much calum-
niated on this subject. It had been stated in the
newspapers that they were unfit for free institu-
tions, because they could not work their muni-
cipal system. Now, he could affirm, it was work-
ing perfectly well. (Hear.) It was one of the
principal institutions of Lower Canada. It was
intimately connected with their Parliamentary
system. (Hear.) The Hon. member for Toronto
seemed to think it wrong that His Excellency
had congratulated the House in his speech, on
his having received suggestions concerning it.
Now he (Mr. Cartier) thought this was a very
fair subject of congratulation, for it proved his
cage, that the Councils understocd what they
were about. (Hear.) Last year, Hon. members
would remember, he had brought forward a bill
for the consolidation of the municipal laws. It
had gone through its second reading, and then
during the recess, according to. his expressed
intention, it had been sent to the municipalities.
Now, he intended, after it had gone through its
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second reading, to send it to aselect committee,
which would, of course, be composed of repre-
sentatives from Lower Canadian constituencies,
who took an interest in municipal affairs. To
thizs committee the bill, and the suggestions
which had been received, would be referred.
{Hear.) With these observations, he begged
Jeave to introduce the “Bill to consolidate the
Btatutes relative to Municipalities and Roads in
Lower Canada.”

Leave granted.
next.

THE CANADIAN LINE OF STEAMERS.

The Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL, on
rising to move that Mr. Speaker do leave the
chair on Friday next, for the House to go into
Committee of the Whole on certain resolutions
zelative to an additional Postal subsidy to the
Canadian Steamers, said :—Mr. Speaker : I think
I may congratulate the House that there is a
guestion of so much public importanco before
it, that all parties ought to approach it calmly
and dispassionately. It is due from all sides of
the House to view it favorably; and, in making
-what remarks I think necessary on the subject,
1 have no very difficult duty to perform. Before
proceeding, Sir, I shall take the liberty of stat-
ing, as briefly as I can, the position of the ques-
tion, so far as it is affected by subsidies
granted to our own line of steamers, as well as
to the line subsidized by the British Govern-
ment. If Hon. members will take the trouble
to refer to the report of the committee of the
House in 1858, they will find that, by the unan-
imous decision of that committee, it iz there
stated that alarge proportion of the direct debt
of Canada hasbeen incurred in the construction
of public works, considered of great utility,
both as regards the trade of this country and
the trade of the great West. About seven mil-
lions of pounds have been thus expended; and
there was a time when those works were com-
paratively productive ; or, it was supposed they
would become so. It is unquestionably the
fact, however, that a large proportion of the
trade of the country—a proportion, as a half
million is to six millions and a half—has been
diverted from our own public works, upon
-which 80 much money was expended—through
the public works, railroads and canals of the
Tnited States—into the ports of New York and
Boston. It is stated in this report, by the com-
_mittee, that unquestionably that result has fol-
lowed the granting of large subsidies to steamers
plying between Liverpool and the ports of
Boston and New York. Therefore, in connec-
tion with the subject, it is necessary that I
should inform the House what amount of sub-
Bidies is paid,and to what lines of steamers, and
in what manner the Province of Canada has
been treated by the mother country, and
how its interests have been regarded. I
have stated, sir, that the trade of the
country has been diverted—and I stated it
upon the authority of that report—in
the proportion of thirteen to one; that

Second reading on Friday

the imports into Canada by the United States
railways and canals amounted to....$28,000,000
‘While the imports through the Cana~
dian Public Works amounted to
OBIY .t et eeeeens ceeeenaneinn, $ 13,000
But, Sir, as a better evidence of the evil effect
v 1ich large subsidies paid to lines of steamers
_.ying to Boston and New York, have had upon
the interests of this country, I may state that the

emigration to Quebec.............
in 1844, was.......... Creaaae . 20,000
TR IB4T, et ve v enennenanrnnnnnns 90,000

in the succeeding three years it fell off,
and in 1850, was only...... .. 32,292

while in New York,——in the year of
1847, the emigration was.... 80,000

and in the year 1851, it was. 331,276
And, Sir, the report of the committee is well sus-
tained, and the fact is beyond a question, when
it is proved, as I shall state it shortly, upon un-
questionable authority, that in 1837 the Cunard
line was first subsidised by the British Govern-
ment, for running to the ports of New York and
Boston.
In 1837, when that service commenced, the
emigration to the St. Lawrence was. .. 90,000
while to New York it was..... 80,000
In the following three years emigration by .
the St. Lawrence Route had de- )

creased....oeeveeiieniaaan ... 33,000
whilst that directed to New York had
increased t0.a.veviae i e 331,000

The course of emigration having been diverted,
asit seems to me, from the St. Lawrence Ports
to the American ports, altogether from the oper-
ation of the service of the Cunard line of
steamers. .
As regards the trade and the passenger travel,
I think we can have no better evidence of the
evil effects produced upon the country and its
interests, than the granting of subsidies to those
ships. The first Cunard contract was entered
into on the 4th of May, 1839, and the service
commenced in July, 1840. The contract was for
a semi-weekly service in summer and a monthly
service in winter, and the subsidy was 55,000
sterling. They were to ply to Halifax and Boston,
and to run a branch to Quebec, thus establish-
ing communication by British steamers with all
the Colonies in America. The contract was for
twenty voyages for threeships of 1,200 tons bur-
den, and 300 horse power. Two months after
the subsidy was increased to £60,000 sterling,
and the contract was for four steamers. In 1841,
the contract was again changed, for five steam-
ers, which were to make twenty voyages between
April and November, and weekly voyages in
December, January, February and March. The
subsidy was then increased to £80,000 sterling.
In 1845, there was a new contract made, and the
subsidy was increased to £90,000 sterling, £5,000
being deducted for the abandonment of the Can-
adian branch. It was agserted at the time the
line was established, that the object was to con-
nect the Empire with its dependencies in Amer-
ica, yet, in 1845, the Canadian branch was en-
tirely abandoned, excepting the land service from
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Halifax to Quebec, which cecupied a much longer
time then than is occupied now between Liver-
pool and Halifax ; so that al’that time, so far as
the object tor which the line was osiengibly
established, the policy of the British Govern-
ment seems to have been entirely changed, and
Canada, at all events, left to shift for herself.
In 184G, within one year, or a little more, a new
contract was again entered into with the Cunard
Company for a weekly service to Boston and New
York. For the Boston service there wasgranted
£85,000 sterling, and for the New York service,
£60,000, together with £40,000 for coal, forming
a total subvidy of £185,000. Besides this, £30
was paid for each Government passenger
to Halifax, and £34 for cach one to New
York, the -object, it would seem, being to
encourage passengers to go to New York,
rather than to the DBritish Colonies. That
contract should have expired in 1862, but, con-
trary to an express pledge, as I am prepared to
show by incontestible evidence, it was renewed
on the 24th June, 1858, to expire in 1867. If
Honorable gentlemen will refer to the evidence
of Hon. Mr. Rose, at page 19, they will find the
answer of the Colonial Secretary to a despatch
of His Excellency, in reference to the postal
arrangements of the country, on the subject of
the Canadian Line. He informs the Governor
General thit after communication with the
Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, he was
apprised that the existing arrangement with re-
gard to the Canadian servicecontinued until Mr.,
Cunard’s contractexpired,when he thoughtamore
beneficial arrangement might be made. That
was in December, 1850, and Mr. Cunard’s con~
tract would have expired in 1862, but, without
anynotice whatever, a new contract was entered
into by the Cunard Company, for the mainte-
nance of the line, with a subsidy of 200,000 ster-
ling, and the time extended from 1862 to 1367.
But it was not alone in the contract with the Cu-
nard company that Canada was unfrirly treated
by the British Government. .About the same
time they contracted with what is called the
Galway line for services, for which a subsidy of
£70,000 sterling was granted. But there is no
use now in‘complaining of what has been done ;
there is no use in sitting down and giving up
hope. It is almost enough to stagger the most
determined among us to find that we are placed
almost in hostility tothe policy of the British
Government, in'rgga¥d tp:lines of steamers. We
find that Government™suStdined the Cunard
line with large subsidies ; that, after an express
understanding to the contrary, their contract
was renewed for a longer time. Not only was
that done, but another line hostile to it, and
running in direct opposition, was largely sub-
sidised. It is almost enoughto discourage ecven
those who are most anxious for the prosperity
of our line. But it does not become this Legis-
lature—and I know the people of the country
would not support them if it did—to sit quietly
down and allow the battle to goentirely against

" us, without at least a struggle to inaintain our

position. In 1856 the first contract was entered

into by the Montreal Ocean Steamship Company
for a steain communication between Liverpool
and the ports of the St. Lawrence in the Sum-
mur. and Liverpool, and the Eastern terminus
ofthe Grand Trunk Railway, in Winter. Before
I speai further of that, however, I will, with
the permiasion of the House, give them the
figures, 22 to the subsidies paid by the Im-
perial (Government to others :

First conteact ¢ .,
Rate per

\}'ith Cumard § wpuuim, A‘x'le;(ﬁgefg};g"i‘?:d

line was at  £60,000 26 days, 12 hours.
Second do. 80,000 26 ¢ 3 &
Third  do. 85,000 25 ¢ 10 «
Fourth do. 180,000 23 ¢ 21 ¢«
Fifch, and last

contract, 200,000 1 o« 13 &

this last average being that of the time occupied
on the trips westward, in 1859.

As compared with the time occupied by the
Canadian Line, it will be perceived, whenlstate
what that time has been, that there is a con-
siderabledifference in favorof our own steamers.
The lowest average occupied by the Canadiam
Line in the performance ofits outward and return
trips was 23 days, 21 hours; the lowest by the
Canadian Line was 22 days, 10 hours, making
considerably over & day’s difference in favor of
the Canadian Stcamers. Now, Sir, the follow-
ing are the subsidies paid at present to the
principal lines of Ocean Steamers:

Cunard Line, 52 weekly trips,

at a mileage rate of 11s. 3d. stg.£200,000 stg.,
Australian Line, 12 trips a year,

at a mileage rate of 18s. 7d.stg. 188,000 ¢
Mediterranean Line,24 tripsa year,

at a mileage rate of 6s.° 244,000 «
Canadian Line, for this year, 52

triPS @& FeAT, i iieeinivietioteiiosncecacnne

at o mileage rate of 3s. 45,000

Thus it will be seen that overy other line ig
receiving at least twice as much per mile, as the
Canadian Packets. The American Government
at one time paid larger subsidies to their lines
of steamers, as the following statement will
shew :

Collins Line, 26 trips & year..........$858,000
Vanderbilt Line, 20 trips & year....... 385,000
2 [

Bremen “.12 & L. . 128,000
Havre “« 13 @ ve.-s. 88,000
Aspinwall ¢ 24 “ veeese 290,000
Pacific, “ 24 u ve..e. 348,000

When the subsidy to the Collins Line was
withdrawn, the company succumbed.

The first contract with the Canadian Line
was made in 1856, for the performance of 19
voyages during the year, 14 to Quebec and five
to Portland. The subsidy granted was £24,000
sterling. Four ships were to be placed upon the
line of 1,750 tons burden. We all know how the
service was performed ; the time made in 1856
was superior to the time made by the Cunard
line, with the very large subsidy that they were

enjoying. The new contract with the Canadian
Company provided that there should be 5 vessels'

of 1,750 tons burden and four new ships of 2,000
tons.

5

They were to make 28 voyages to Quebec -
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in Summmer and 24 to Portland in Winter. - The
subsidy was £44,000 sterling, commencing on
the first of May, 1859.

The total number of passengers carried by the

Canadian line in 1857, was..... ceenenn 6685
do in 1838,  ...... s 6996
do in 1859, JO P ¢1: 143

The total number of passengers carried by the:

Capadian line in 1857, was 6,685. In 1858
6,996. In 1839, 6,991. From various causes
which Hon. members will readily understand,
from the depression of trade and the stagnation
of business, the number of passengers carried
outwards, in 1859, amounted to only 3,150, aud
3,841 inwards ; in all, not quite 3o
many as were carried by the fortnightly line in
1857.

Freight carried in 1856....... Ceereee- 9,000
do in 1857 eeerereinnnes. 11,000
do iniB838.....ovuveeennss 11,000

Now, Sir, when I moved in the House last year
to adopt an address to the Imperial Government
in regard to subsidies to the Cangdian Line, there
was exception taken to it; it was said that it
would be absurd and ridiculous to ask the Bri-
tish Government to grant a subsidy to this line,
because the policy of Great Britain was a free-
trade policy, and granting subsidies' was con-
trary to such a policy. But of this we are as-
sured—that, while Great Britain adopted the
principle of free-trade in allowing breadstuffs,
&c., to come into the country, and while she
desired to facilitate the exportation of manuiac-
tures from her country, she has at the same
time placed, hand in hand with that policy, the
policy of sustaining lines of steamera o all ports
of the world, by which freights would be reduced
and ber trade and commerce increased. But
whether that be the effect or not, when we sce
that the line which was established to improve
the communication between Great Britain and
her American colonies, bas been virtually,though
not ostensibly abandoned: when lines are being
largely subsidised to direct the current of pas-
sengers and trade from our own ports to the
ports of another country ; when we see so clearly
that the result of granting those subsidies has
heen to direct trade from our Province; when
it ig still asserted and maintained that this line
was subsidised for the purpose of improving the
communijcation of Great Britain with her
colonies in America ;—it certainly does not
appear, that we should -be right, if we say
that we cannot and ought not to look to Great
Britain for a subsidy toourline of ships. (Cheers)
We see that it is necessary; we know that, as
long as the Colling’ line received a snbsidy, that
line sustained itself, but when the subsidy was
withdrawn, the vessels were taken off and em-
ployed in a different trade. We have the fact
that other lines have attempted to sustain them-
selves and have failed, and, if we expect the
“maintenance of our line, we have this fact clearly
demonstrated—that, unless we are prepared to
put our shoulders to the wheel—to do by our
line of steamers as is done by the Britich Gov-
crnment for their lines, our enterprize must be

abandoned, and we will he neither more nor
less than a laughing-stock for the whole world.
(Applause.) 1 will now, Mr. Spéaker, shortly
state to the House, the result of the working of
the Canaadin line ofSteamersior 1859. There was
invested in those ships, and in other matters
connected with them, thesum of £618.000, stg.,
and the expenses incurred for
the 37 voyages which had been
made, amounted to......... £230,802
The receipts of those voyages
WOTC.uvevnannnnss cereeee. £146,952
leaving a balance of......... . £83,850
against the company. Thcere are yet to be per-
formed fifteen voyages, in order to complete
the year's services, on which a proportionate
loss, of say £30,000, must also be expected,
which, it was calculated would cause the total
loss to amount to............. £113,850
From this, however, must be de-
ducted the sumof...........
The present subsidy to the Uom-
. pany; and the halance would
represent the true loss in that
particular. Wear and tear,
and interest on the sum in-
vested in the wundertaking,
however, must also he taken
into consideration ; 6 percent,
interest on the amount invest-
ed, wouldbe.'....... tieieeeeas. £37,080
While the wear and tear, which
at least, represented 12 per
cent.,, would bhe little less

£45,000

than............... es e - 71,250
Which, being udded together,

would show a further loss to

the contractor of........... 114,330
Making a total loss of......... 183,180

The question, as it stunds at present, is hap-
pily easy of solution. If the Government were
‘called to provide for a large sum to keep the
line going, I confess that I would not under-
take to provide it. But fortunately the con-
tractor does not ask it. Hoping that the stag-
nation which followed the crisis of 1857 was
passed ;—that business was improving and
would continue, to improve—the contractors
look forward to a return of hetter times, and do
not ask the Province to indemnify them for
their losses. They only ask for such a subsidy
as would actually kecp them from being out of
pocket. It is proposed to increase the subsidy
to £104,000 currency, which will bean increase
of £45,000 sterling on the sum already voted.
To revert to another branch of the subject. In
1856, when the present line was first establish-
ed, the British Government would not allow
Tettérs to be carried by our lineatall. In1857,
-a concession was made, and our ships were al-
-16wed to carry letters, which were specially ad-
dressed to go by their route. In that year the
line earned some £3,000 sterling. 1In 1858, an-
other concession wa3 made, and, after the most
extraordinary difficulty with the British Post-
Office, it was finally conceded that all Canadian

letters, mailed before the starting of the Ca-
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nadian Steamer, should be carried by our line:
by this means the line earned £35,000 in post-
ages.
Canadian Steamers were allowell to carry mails
for the United States, and, as a result, the line
carned upwards of $14,000 for ocean postages,
this revenue being, of course, in addition to
that accruing from the ordinary Capadian
mails. Again, when the Canadian Government
attempted,in 1858, to negotiate with the British
Post-Office, asto the carrying of the mail in our
line of steamers to Portland, they refused to al-
low us’to charge the same low rates as we
charged by our line—for the reason, no doubt,
that it would interfere with the Cunard line.
The British Post-Office compelled the Cana-
dian Deparimentto adopt 8d. stg. as the rate per
half ounce for Ocean postage on letters to be
carried by Canadian Steamers, between Great
Britain and the United States, although the or-
dinary Occan rate per Canadian Packet was 4d
stg. per half ounce only. They insisted more-
over, originally, that the amount of increase on
the ordinary rate, i. ¢. the additional .4d. should
ke equally divided between the United King-
dom, the United States and Canada, although,
as it will-be seen, the Ocean conveyance would
be solely performed by this Proviuce. After-
wards, however, through the intervention of our
Minister of Finance, at the time in England,
Canada was allowed to retain the entirety of
_this postage rate. It.is also here worthy of
note that, in 1856, the sum which the Canadian
Government was called to repay to England for
British postage, on letters carried by Cunard
steamers between this Province and England,
including American transit charge, for convey-
ance over American Territory, amounted to no
no less than £23,000 sterling, a sum Which
would now, of course, be diverted by our Cana-
dian line, and be & direct source of revertue to
the Province. At first some difficulty arose
between our Government, and that of the United
States—regarding the postage on letters sent
from Canada to Portland ; the United States
Gowernment looking to us for postage for the
Canadian muil, transported through their terri-
tory to our steamers at Portland. Qur Govern-
ment protested against this transit charge, as
wedid not think it right. According to the
recent arrungements, however, this difficulty is
‘also disposed of. During the past Summer,
Alr. Allan made application to the Government
for assistance, and an arrangement was made
to pay over to him the Occan postage earned
by his Steamers—only, however, on the under-
standing that this arrangement.should be sub-
mitted to apd approved of by this House. The
arrangement alluded to will, however, under
the proposed measure of assistance, be abandoned
altogether. Mr. Allan now asks for an increase
in the amount of his subsidy. Mr. Allan feels,
and we all feel, that our line of steamers has a
claim upon the British Government for support
for many reasons. Yet there was a marked
contrast between the manner in which the Bri-
tish Government treated us and that in which

By an arrangement made in 1838, the

the United States Government met us. It was
stated by the Admiralty, on the occasion of the
giving of tho contract to the Cunard line of
steamers, that it was necessary to do so in
order to keep up the supeviority of the English
steamers, and also to keep up a communication
with the British Colonies abroad. Weare in a
fair position to look to England for a subsidy,
if our own means are insufficient.! 'I- have
also 1o thank the United States Government for
the handsome manner in which they have treated
—1 will not say myself—but the people of the
Province. The authorities there wecre quite
ready and desirous to enter into the propoused
arrangements. The whole. conduct of the
nuthorities at Washington showed & marked
contrast to thc manner in which the Province
had been treated on the other side of the Atlan-
tic. This contrast could not be more fully ex-
emplitied than by the following letters from
England. -

No 32,796.

Geseeal Post-OFFice, Loxbox,
7th October, 1859.
Sir,— ,

1 have received and laid before the Post-Mas-
ter-General your letter of the 1st ultimo, ex-
plaining, with refercnce to mine of the 12th of
August, the circumstances under which the ar-
rangemnent, laid down in your letter of the Gth of
July, 185%, and assented to,by this office, has,in
some instances, been departed from, with res-
pect to the mail despatched from Montreal for
transmission by the. British contract packets,
and from Kingston and Toronto, for transmission
by the Canadian contract packets.

With respect to the first mentioned mails, it
appears from your letter that the earlier des-
patch of them during the winter and spring (i. ¢
Mondays instead of Tuesdays,) was rendered
necessary bythearrangement ofthe railway trains
which arrangements being influenced by the du-
ration of duy-light, do not admit, in the winter’
months, of the mailsbeing despatched from Mon-
treal on the appointed days. ‘

‘His Lordship, however, dcsiresme to draw your
attention to the circumstance that, although the
second semi-monthly despatch from Montreal by
British packet, in May last, wus made on the
proper day, Tuesday, the first two weekly des-
patches .in June «were made on Monday. The
Post-Master General is at aloss to understand
how, if it were practicable to despatch a mail by
British Packet, on the proper day, in the middle
of the month of May, it became impracticuble
to do so with the first two matils for transmission
by British packet made up in the month of June.

In regard to the despatch of mails by Ca-
nadian Packet, the Postmaster General ob-
gerves that the summer arrangements to wWhich
you advert, and under whick the mails, for
transmission by Cenadian packet, have been
made up at Kingston, and Toronto; on Friday,
commenced this year with the first mail de-
spatched in the month of May; while, on the other
hand, the (summer arrangements) securing
to this Department the despatch of mails from
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Montreal by British packet on Tucsdays, does
not appear to have come into continuous ope-.
ration until the 3d despatch, in the wmonth of
June.

The Postmaster General has no doubt that
these apparent discrepancies are susceptible of
a suflicient explanation ; but, at the same time,
the interests of the Imperial Revenue, and the
convenience of the public, require that he
should specially draw your attention to them.

It would be satisfactory to this department,
if some definite time were laid down for the
duration of the summer and winter services,
provided the arrangements between your oflice.
and tbe railway companies, over whose lines
the mails in question are conveyed, will admit
of this being done. It may also be desirable, if
the changes you describe in the land-service
should prove perminent, to reconsider the day
appointed for the despatch of the Canadian
packets. ) .

1 am,
Sir,
Your most obedient servant,
ROWLAND HILL.
The Postmaster (icneral, Quebec.
[cory.]
871, K.
GrNERAL Post OFFICE,
Loxpoy, 12th August, 1859,

Registered, No.

Sig~—

I am directed by the Postmaster General 10
request your attention to certain alterations
Jwhichappeat to have tiken place in the arrange-
ments for despatching the mails for England
from some of the exchanging oftices, since those
arrangements were agreed upen by the two
offices, in August, 1857.

- In your letter of the 6th July, 1857, you gave
a schedule of the days on which the English
mails were to be closed at each of the Exchange
Offices, and, according to that list, the mails
from Montreal, intended to be conveyed by the
Cunard Mail Packets, were appointed to be
made up on Tuesdays. QOn looking over, how-
ever, a return of the Mails exchanged with
Canada during the month of June last, the Post-
master General perceives that only on two
occasions out of four, in that month, were mails
from Montreal actually made up on Tuesadays;
on the other two occasions ‘hey were made up
- on Monday. .

The list further stated that the mails for
transmission by the Canadian Mail Packets
would be made up at Kingston and Toronto on
Thursday ; but, by the return alluded to, it ap-
pears that, throughout the month of June, they
were actually made up in those cities on Fri-
days. - -

As all these alterations have the effect of
reducing the interval between the despatch of
the mails to be conveyed by Canadian Mail
Packets, and of thoge to be conveyed by Cunard
Packets, (in some cases to n single working day
in addition to Sunday} dnd are consequently
prejudicial to the interests of the British Postal
Rerenue. and to the conzenience of the public, which.

of course, will be be t consulied by making th:
inte vals between the several de patches a
nearly as poasible equal, the Postmaster Genery
has desired the to request that you will be goo:
enough to inform him under what circ-mstance
they have been made, and whether, if the unde:
standinz come t) in 1857 cannot be maintnined
the schedule submitted in your letter of July. i:
thit year, should not bz modified throughout.
"1 am,
Sir,
Your most obedicent servant,

R. HILL,

W. H. Grirriy, E:q..
D. P. M. Gen'l, Toronto. ,

These came just at the time thut the arrangey
ments were being completed at Washington, aug
it 'was thought necessary that some one shouli
proceed to England to see that, if the days o
aniling of the ships were changed, they should
not be changed:in such a way that the interest:
of the Canadian public shall suffer. Compare
the statements made in those letters with the
statements of the Postmaster-General of :the
United States! I can mention that the Cana-
dian mail has often been in Montreal the same
day as the Cunard one, which was despatched
from England four days before, so that it cannol
be said for'an instant tbat the wish of the Britist
Government to facilitate the despatch of mail:
between Great Britain and her Colonics, Ha
been carried out.

Hox. Mr. Brow~—Has it often bappened thai
the Canadian mail by our stcamers has been it
Canadian cities before, or as soon as that by
the Cunard liners, which sailed four days pre
viously ?

Hox. Mr. Switu—Repeatedly.

Hox. Mr. Browx—Hear, hear.

Hox. Mr. Suirn—The Cunard ships, more-
over, which sail on Wednesdays, were generally
telegraphed in England on the Monday morn-
ing—except the Persiz, which often arrived on
Saturday. The Canadian ships which sail on
Saturdays, are invariably telegraphed at Queen-
stown on the Tuesday morning. (Hear.) Thus, on
the western voyage, our ships gained, in reality,
four days; on the Eastern they gained two.
(Hear.) The arrangements made at Washingtor
are in print, and Hon. members can examine
them, and, if any point is not understood, T shall
be happy to explain it. I think it can be proved
that the best interests of the country have been
consulted. (Hear.) I will now allude to the let-
ter of Mr. King, the assistant P. M. G. of the
United States, and remark that, although it has
always becn the object of this Legislature to dem-
onstrate the superiority of the St. Lawrence
toute over allothers for the transmission of cor-
respondence and freight from “Europe to the
Western State of America, and vice versa, never
before now has this heen acknowledged by any
Government or any people outside this Pro-
vince. However, in this letter. the case isstated
broadly by the Government of the United States.
Mr. King says, writing to the Post-Master Gen-
eral of England—-¢ I have the honour. by direc-
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tipn of the Postiaaster General, to inform you,
wat an arrangement has heen concluded "be-
tween this departmeut and the General Post
Qffice of the Province of Canada, for the trans-
mission of United States Mail from Detroit to
Liverpool, and from Liverpool to Detroit, over
13¢ Grand Trunk Railway of Canada, and by the
Canadian Mail Packets plying in summer be-
tween Quebec and Riviere-du-Loup and Liver-
pool, and in winter between Portland and Liver-
pool, whereby the Lnited Sterles and British Mails
Jront and for the Western, North-western, and it &
belicved, the South-western Stales, embracing all
goints, West and North, and North-west of Chicago
and Detioity will be greatly expedited as compared
anth the present routes of ransmission through

this Country to Nce-York or Boston.” It

will perhaps excite a smile when I allude
tp a paragraph in the evidence given hy Mr.
Roze before the House of Commons Committee,
in contrast to this. It will be scen, on page 9,
of his printed evidence, that Mr. Hope asked
‘Kim % when you say the ‘ Canadian line,’ who
works it, and is it working now?” This Mr. Hope,
would it he thought, was a member of the late
Administration of Great Britain, which renewed
the Cunard contract and granted a subsidy to
the Galway line. He seems to have been per-
fectly astonished to find there was such a line as
ours in existence. (Laughter.) Ihave, however;
found the same ignorance prevailing throughout
ather parts of Europe. They seemed neither to
know nor to wish to know of any other line
than the Cunard. (Hlear.) I will now state to
the House, what they may not have gathered
{rom the correspondence, that is, that, on my ar-
rival in England, I found that to carry out the
guast threat alluded to, an arrangement had heen
made faz the Cunard ships to call at Queenstown,
and thus obtain the mails of unother day, leaving
our line only those of Monday and Tuesday. To
meet that, the permission of the Government
that was. given that our ships should also call
at Queenstown, during the winter, and thus the
Canadian line obtainéd this advantage, that
they touched there every week, whereas the
Cunarders only did so every fort-night, we thus
securing the mails from Saturday to Wednesdsy.
This, however, was found not to suit the Imperial
Treasury,and anarrangementwasmadeby which
the Cunard boats also will eall at Queenstown
every week after April next. With the exception
of the disaster to the Hungarian the new ser-
vice has been performed in a most satisfactory
manner, and I found when I returned to Wash-
ington, I was able to negotiate thcre with
much greater facility than betore. (lHear.) I
will next state that, if the House is disposed to
sastain this great enterprize, it will have to be
arranged that the ships shall touch at some part
in the north of Ireland, there to land and receive
their mails and passengers. We have the sanc-
tion of the United States to the arrangement,
and our ships will perform the voyage from the
port which may be determined upon to the
coast of Awerica within six days. By these
means we shall not run so directly in hostility

to the Cunard boats ; we wiil dvoid thic hostility
of the Inman Line ; and, instead of having only
a winter arrangement, we shall fiive a per-
manent port of call for our ships, hoth.in
sunmner and  winter, thus giving to the
public confidence in the pernianence of the line.
This will also be an advanfage in the gaining of
time, aud it is in proposition also to mske this
still further manifest by extending a linc of
telegraph to the Straits of Belle Isle, so that the
people on this continent may communicate with
any part of the other within six days. The
whole of Scotland will be better suited by the
alteration, as steamers from Glasgow will be
able to take the mails over to the port that may
be determined on in a very short time, instead
of their going round, asat present, by Liverpool,
Holyhead, and Dublin. The north of England
will also be better accommodatd, and the greater
part of Ireland too. Tassengers will be enabled
in all cases to remain one day longer on shore
than they can now, and only havé one day less
at sea. (Hlear.) In connection with tbis ar-
rangement, the proprictors of the line intend
immediately to contract for two ships of
larger capacity, greater power,and consequently
greater speed thén any they now possess.
Speed, I say, must be obtained, although the
statement may startle the House and the
country, coming so shortly after the mel-
ancholy loss of the Hungarian. I maintain
maintain, however, that speed is not inconsist-
ent with safety, and must be had. As to the re-
cent disaster why, I say, that, knowing the ship
and knowing the captain well, I have no doubt
hor hesitation in asserting, that the fault was
not with either the one or th¢ other, but that
the loss arose from cauces beyond the control
of man. (Hear.) The proprietors of the line
lose too much by such accidents, not to enjoin
prudence on their employees.  They lost £10,-
000 by the Indian, £20,000 more by the Lun-
garian. 1f such losses would not make them
prudent, what would ? Yet they say with me,
that speed is not inconsistent with safety. When
the two ne® steamers are built, there will be
eight ships, being one to spare in -case of any
casualty, ov to lie by for repairs. The service
would in this way be better peiformed. [Hear.]
Now, I will inform the House that during the
past season, arrangements have been made by
which increased communication will be had
with New DBrunswick. The Commissioner of
Public Works has been pushing on’ the road
from the Eastern terminus of the Grand Trunk
ailway at Riviere du Loup, to the New Brunswick
frontier. On the New Brunswick side, there is
@ road made by the Government of that Pro-
vince said to be the best in America. By June
next our part of that line of communication will
be tinished. Then we shall look for an increase
of postal patronage from that sister Colony,
which  has already sent mails by our
ships from Portland, the people of New
Brunswick will be led to seek the -St. Lawrence
still more as-their best route for communication
with Europe, and a greatly increased trade be-
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tween the two Proviuces is likely to. result.
[Hear, hear.}  Sir, Tlook forward to the day
when, if' this line is maintained in itg integrity,
we shall not only- have all the correspondence of
the Great Western States, and of the Sister Pro-
vince of New Brunswick, but the correspondence
of the whole Eastern world.

Mr. BROWN have you made an estimate of
the revenue to be derived from the new ar-
rangements? - ’

Hon. Mr. SMITH I will .come to that point
presently. It may excite a smile, when I say I
look forward with the confident hope of seeing,
at no distant day, a railway communication from
* the Atlantic to the Pacific. (Hear, hear.)" If
Canada is unable to undertake that enterprise—
if the British people are so blind to their own
interests, that they will not undertake it—we
may be certain that the American people will
- undertake it. (¥ear, hear.) But whether it
be constructed through British or American ter-

ritory, there is no doubt of this fact, that the-

St. Lawrence route affords the greatest advan-
tages, both for the trade and correspondence
from the Pacific to the British Isles, and to
-other parts of Europe, and that it is the route
through which that commerce and correspon-
dence must pass.  We must, therefore, be pre-
pared to do the business. All the traffic arising
from the extension of. railvay communication
westward or to the north, or to the south, cen-~
tres at Chicago, and Chicago would be the feeder
to our railways, and to our public works of every
kind, to an extent which, at the present time, we
could hardly estimate. Toshow theadvantages
to ourselves of the Canadian route, under pre-
sent circumstances, I need only mention that we
aresaving, at this moment, no less than £20,000
a year—more than that sum having formerly
been paid to the British Government for the
transmission of our letters by the Cunard line.
Instead of paying that large sum for the service,
we only pay now somewhere about £1,000,.—
Other savings have heen effected in the Post
Office Department by -the arrangefents which
have recently been mnade. We were under lia-
bility to pay an inland rate on Canadian létters
passing through the United States, amounting’
in the whole to £2,500 a year. By the arrange-
ment made at Washington in October last, that
sum js saved to us. . Putting these two sums
together, and adding £45,600, the sum which
we expect to receive from the United States
Government, it will at once he seen that,even
with the proposed additional subsidy, we are in
2 better financial position now, than we ware
before the new arrangements were made.

Hon, Mr. FOLEY—Is the new errangement,

to jnvolve no additional expenditure

Hon. Mr. SMITH—Simply this—there will be
2 mail clerk on each $hip, at a salury not ex-
ceeding £150. The total number of mail clerks
will be six, and noy sixteen, as had been re-
ported. It was now proposed to have faster and
larger ships, and of course ships of greater
power, and further to constructa line telegraph
to Belle Isle. The ehjects eantemplated were

two-toid, first to attract currespondence fron all
pidris of BEurope, and secondly, to increase the
facilities of communication. It this were done.
it was probable that other countries would take
avantage of the telegraph, and if they did sc.
they would in all probability take advantage
also of our greater postal facilities, and, as a
consequence, of our ocean line for passage and
freizht. If the telegraph was constructed, there
would be communication between Europe and
this country in six days, and if any disasters
should happen on our coast to merchant vessels,
intelligence would be received at the various
stations which would be created along the
shore, and relief would be so much more speedily
afforded.  In this way, valuable cargoes might
be saved, and the unfortunate mariners would
be succored more promptly than could other-
wise be done. The commerce could not fail to
be greatly benefited by the enterprise, and in
various other undeveloped ways it would operate
to the advantage of the country. Government
would reserve to itself the right to have its cor-
respondence trunsmitted free, and would stipu-
late for preference in the transmission of
important telegraphic messages.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—How ? .

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL—Why, for ip-
stance, if Russia desired to correspond with
Canadn, that correspondence ‘would be brought
without cost.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—And would such corres-
pondence have a preference over that of the
British Government ?

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL—The Brit-
ish Government would, of course, have prefer-
ence over all Foreign Governments. The tele-
graph would be submarine, and the cost of the
cable for 600 miles would be £60,000, whicl
with the freight, the insurance, and the cost of
laying,wouldengross, it wascomputed, £100,000.
The Atlantic telegraph -cable had coston land
£100 per mile, as he learned from a communi-
cation jist received from Mr. Field. The lowest
tender that had been offered was £60 per mile,
without freight or any other expenses, and it
was to be granted for one year. Whenever the
line paid the stockholders 8 per cenmt., the al-
lowince from Government would cease, and it
was also proposed that if an Atlantic line were
suceessfully laid and worked, the nllowance
would stop, for, in that case, it was quite cer-
tain ours would abundantly sustain itself.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—What was the extent of
the proposed zrant ? )

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL—It was
stated in the resolution the amount was $10,000
per annum to the telegraph, and $8,000 per trip
o the steamers. He would now call the atten-
tion of the House to the report of the' Committee
of the House in 1858, in which it wag stated
that, by our route, communication could he
established between Liverpool and Chicago in
twelve days, aud he wus_now happy to say that
these anticipations had been fully realised. for
the United States mails from Chicago had been
placed in less than twelve days in London-—not
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Liverpoolalthough there had been long delays at
Montreal and Island Pond, and the steamer had
beendetained off Liverpool tor want of a pilot for
several hours. .

Hon. Mr. BROWN—Had such despatch ever
been known before ? )

[lon. POSTMASTER - GENERAL — Never.
!‘hc usual time from Chicago. by New York, to
Liverpool, was-fifteen days, and sometimes more.
pmizght amuse the House with the state of our

ostal operations twenty years ago, when sixty
g:\ys were required to cross the-Atlantic, and
6s. 6d an ounce wis charged for postage on let-
sers. This compared siagularly with the rapid-
ity of transport, and the 6d rate at this day.—
Toronto was now within about ten days of Eng-
and. Mv. Speaker, I desire to impress upon the
Honse that these important results were bronght
rbout by a Government, whom it has pleased
rome people to abnse without mercy, and to
tharge with all sorts of corruption and misdo-
Ings [hear, hear] when it is shown, as it will be
shown by my Hon. friend, the Minister of Fi-
hance, that these advantages have been secured
witbout the cost of one penny extra to the Prc-
vince, 1 believe, the people will say, that if the
Govetament be bad, they have at any rate tried
to do some good, and have actually done a good
deal. [The Postmaster-General here read from
papers of 1829, and succeeding years, to show
that the latest dates from New York to England,
were of two, and more, than two months back,
this being in proof of his allegations as to the
progress that hnd been wade.] I will now en-
denvor to give some brief account of my pro-
ceedings .on the continent of Europe. When'I
had- completed the arrangemests in London
which 1 had proposed, Iwas detained there some
time waiting for my Hon. friend the Minister of
Finance,who was expected. I did not wish to as-
sume the responsibility of proceeding to make
propasals to the Continental Governments with-
put conferring with-him. After consultation, it
was ggreed that [ should pursue my plan, and I
must here take occasion to say that I was great-
1y assisted in my purposes by the kindness,
courtesy, and consideration of the nobleman
who presides over the destinics of the Provinee,
and who takes solively aninterest in everything
that relates to its welfare—I1 mean the Duke of
Neweastle. Through his intervention my way
was made easy to. the several Governments I
visited and from whom I experienced the utmost
attention. I went first to Belgium, and there I
found they were ps ignorant of the-fact that we
had a line of Ocean Steamers of our own,
and of course of its- performances, as some
officials hed exhibited in England; but when
the advantaged of the route had been pointed out
to that Government, they showed an immediate
readiness to avail themselves of the facilities it
offered. In/Prussin I met with precisely similar
feelings, and they too, consented at once to use
the line. In Paris found the authorities quite
well acquainted with our country,and estremely
desivous of affording all the help they could,
and to give us the largest possible benefits they

had to bestow in connection with ‘their - postal
velations.  The correspondence thut passed op
thiz subject between the French Government and
our own, will gshow how anxious they werc to
estublish a good understanding with us, and
for wmy part. I think we are greatly indebted to
them tor their kind” consideration. But [ can-

‘not omit saying that objections were made by

the Dritish Post Office—I do not mean by the
Head of the Department. but by others to our
carryingthe Freuch mails; after a time, however,
the ohjections were withdrawn. as. the cories-
pondence shows.  These mails came fivst by the
steamer of th 25th January, the steamer by which
I returned to Cannda. I wish now to call the
attention of the Hon. membher for Toronto to
question he proposed to me last Session as to the
gross amouni of Ocean postage. - The whole
sum is 31,538,449,  The portion earned Ly Bri-
tish ships 3805, 620.62, nearly two-thirds of the
whole ;—by all other vessels—38484,668.54. or

“ahout one~third, .

Hon, Mr. BROWN—Then it appears that, in
fact,the Britizh Government pay nothing for their
lihes. - :

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL.—Appar-
ently not, and if we now get $100,000 out of
this sum from the Americans, we ought to get
$200,000 out of the share of the British Govern-
ment. With the many advantages we possess,
such as smooth water for agood part of the way,
a shorter route, and, as a consequence a shorter
time in the passage, we must, in the end suc-
ceed in demonstrating to the most determined
adversaries of the St. Lawrence,that we can and
that we will attract the bulk of the correspond~
ence, the travel and the freigbt of Europe and.
the Great West through Canada. The Anglo-
Saxon which sailed on Sunday last, not having
been able to get ready on Saturday—brought
Iarger mails than any previous vessel on the
line, and took back a fair number of paszens
gers, which shows that the late deplorable ac~
cident has not by any means producéd the
doubts on the public mind, as'to the safety of
the line, which some newspaper writers imagined
would follow. Such accidents do not neces-
satily produce such results, when proofs of
good management and good'ships exist as they’
do in this case. Why, there was s dreadful
wreck recently on the coast of Newloundland
of one of the .Lever line, but the Prince
Albert which sailed shortly afterwards took
nearly 400 passengers. If this House and the
country will show their approbation of and cone
fidonce in our line, I am certain it will accome
plish for us all I have predicted, and I have
no hesitation in saying that both the Company
and their ships deserve our best and most un-
limited confidence. There areno better steamers
in the world ; I say this advisedly, and I know
it to be true, and I will add, that though the
Company should lose another vessel, it would
in no wise shake my confidence in them. Pub-
lic confidence may have been slightly weakened.
but it will soon be re-established.
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Hon. Me. BROWN—For how muany yeuars is
the proposed contrnet to last ? .

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL—Uniil the
Cunard and Lever coatracts expire in 1367,
The real question was whether the route of the
St. Lawrence, which was confessedly, and out
of all cumparizon the best, wa= to be rendered
nugatory by artiticial stimulants applied in other
directions ¥ T Lold that, if we place our line
upen as good a toting as other lines, ave must.
in time, teke thelead, and suecend in making it
the favourite. for we have natnral advantages
which it iz impossible to tuke from us, or to com-
pete against on equal tevms.  Trade will flow
through its natwral chanuels, and it rests with
us to bring out and make known thatwe possess
them.  The last sums we paid for letters trans-
witted by the Conard Line, was £80 for a month,
hereafter. I think, that we will not pay a larger
sum. T have po hesitation in saying thatletters
are rather delayed than forwarded by those
boats, and it is pleasant to know that the £23,-
000 a year, which we used to pay for postage hy
them, is reduced to £1000. Indeed, the mail
matter, now sent hy those vessels from Canada,
is so trifling, that 1 do not think it will be neces-
sary hereafter to send clerks in charge of the
mails. [ have now endeavoured to give as
much information to the House as possible, and
will therefore move that on Friday next, the
House do resolve itself into a Committee to con-
sider the Resolutions, an, as it is importantthat
a decision should be arrived at at an early day,
1 trust that Hon. members will not prevent this
pro ferma proceeding, but will, it they think it
necessary to debate the matter at length, reserve
their remarks until the Speaker resumes the
Chair. .

Mr. BROWN zaid it was unnecssary tor the
Postmaster General to apologize for having oe-
cupied so much time in bringing this matter be-
fore the House, for cvery one must admit that it
is a subjcct of the highest importance. and
worthy the best attention of the House.
(Hear, hear.) I shall not now follow the Hon.
gentleman through the long and elaborate state-
ment he has presented : and for its falluess the
House is certainly indebted to him. Irise more

“for the purpose of pointing out how necessary
it is that the House shonld have the whole facts
thoroughly before it, ere we nre asked 1o vote
away the large additional sum, to which the
Government propose we shall pledge this coun-
try. T have no doubt the Tlon. gentleman is
perfectly satisfied the figures he has put betore

us are correct, and that he believes his
“calculations will be fully realized. At the

same time it is quite obvious that be might
he greatly disappointed in “his calculations:
and, if this should happen—if the Ilouse . was
induced to agree %o the proposition on es-
timates which proved erroncons,—the evil
would bebeyoud recall, and the Hon. gentleman

would have cauze to feel that he had rashly as-
sumed far too great a respounsibility.
&

[ think ¢

he should desire the whole House to 'understa
the matier in all its bearings from the start.
think the Ilon. gentleman should move for
Special Committee, composed of members fro
bhoth sidez of the House; who will get befo
thew the Proprietors of the line, and obtain fro
them accurate statements, shewing the esa
position of the enterprise now, its prospects i
the future, whether this amount proposed to
given them will really serve the purpose co
templated, and whether the calenlations of t
Postmaster General are likely to be realized,
to what extent they are doubtful. From ¢
statements of the Hon. gentleman, it appear
that the amount of annual income necessary {
maintain the line, and to provide for interes
tear and wear, &c., is £430,000, sterling; now
is very obvious that the whole amount receiv
for postage will form but a small item in thi

Jarge amount of required revenue.  Steamboal
are mot run for postal purposes. They wu
have freight and ~ passengers = and

question fur us to decide is, whether such
revenue ¢an probably be obtained by this lin
from treight and passengers, as, with the poata
revenue added, will maintain it. (Hear, hear,
I am prepared to say, so far as I am concerne
that [ believe the line has been productive
great beuefit to Canada ; that itisn credit to tht
Provinge, and that it has been conducted in ay
admirable mauner, aud I am clearly of opinio
that reasonable sacrifice onght to be made b
the Province t6 maintain the line. (Cheers,
But there is a limit to the advuntage which ca
result from this, or any other enterprise, an
there is a limit to our own ability to sustai
every good enterprise. Tha sum which it woul
be wise to spend on the line is a subject
grave consideration, If the matter is fairl
gone into: if the whole facts are brought ouf
before a committee, and it i3 shown that a reas.
onable amount of aid will maintain the line,
while otherwise it wust go down, then T will be
prepared to grant such a subsidy, as I believd
the finances of the Province will warrant. 1t
i3 not enough that the Postmaster General
should read from a paper, that thisand that is the
fact. I question not the Hon. gentleman’s sin-
cerity, but I do not think the House ought to
pledye itself to grant such & sum as this, in the
present state of the public finances, on the mere
ipse dizit of the Postmaster General. The Post
master General remarked that speed, in dispos-
ing of this matter, is of great consequence, |
admit this; the fact that the Government have
heen compelled to make the preliminary arrange
ments which have been explained, shows that
no time should be lost. And if the Postmnaster
General will move a committee, he will find that
no delay will be caused. The committee can
meet at once. 'The number of persons to be ex-
amined - will not be great. Mr. Hugh Allan can
give full information from the point of view of
the Company, and the Postmaster General, and

(7o be Continued.)
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the Minister of Finance, can give such informa-~
tion as is desirable from the point of view of the
Government. 1 believe it will be possible to
have the whole case brought out and under-
stood, at one or two meetings. I trast the Hon.
gentleman will consent to this course. I do not
- make the suggestion in any hostile spirit to his
motion, bat if be docs not consent, I may be
compelled to-move an amendment. I do
entreat the House, after the expericuce we have
had, during the last five or six years, of being led
on from point to point into expenditures which
the revenues of the Province could not sus-
tain and which many who voted for them have
had cause deeply to regret—not to consent to
any increase of the burdens on the peopleun-
til we know particularly the whole facts of the
case.” I am surpriged that the Minister of Fi-
rance, who bas control over these matters, could
expect that the House would consent to'this
proposition upon a mere statement from the
Treassury Benches. The Government may be
aatisfied that their proposition i3 u correct one,
but we mustbe satisfied also. We are commen-
cing a new session, snd I trust we will also
commence & ncw system of dealing with
matters of finence, Therc are several points
of great interest, suggested by the speech of the
Postmaster General. [T shall not, however, de-
tain the House now on these points, but shall
Jeave them for remarks at a future stage. One
thing, however, in the Ilon. gentleman’s speech,
Idid regret very much, and that was the un-
happy spirit in which be gecms tohave returned
from Burope. I had almost said raving
sgainst the Imperial Government. Really, to
hear a Minister of the Crown make such broad
and severe attacks on the Imperial authorities

is shocking to British feelings; (laughter).
and if the Hon. getitleman deemed it necessary
to indulge in sach remarks, he might, at least,
have spared us those disparaging contrasts with
other Governments. [ really hope the bad feel-
ing which the Hon. gentleman talked of as uni-
versal in this country towards the Government,
did not extend to the Court of St. James, and
that the Hon. gentleman is not venting on us
his pent up griefs at his English reception. »

Mr. SMITH—TI did not complain of the British
Government at all.

Mr. BROWN—Perhaps the Hon. gentleman
dig not-intend to do so, but [ rather think he
did.

Mr. SMITH—I only spoke of the Post-office De-~
partment. :

Mr. BROWN—AQ! yes—when you said Gov-
crnment, I observed the Attorney General seve-
ral times snggest the convenient word * Depart-
ment” instead of Governmeat, und ysu adopted
it; but the other came too often and too natu-
rally to leave room for doubt. If such language
had come from this side of the House, what a
storm would have been raised.! But I shall say
no more about this, hoping the Hon. gentleman
will learn to amend his séntiments and his lan-
guage towards the Brijish Government, at the
same time that he stiidies the- lessen in Par-
liamentary procedurey .read him by my Hon.
friend, the member for North Ontario. (Laughter.

_Hon. Attorney Gen. CARTIER said he wish
to say, in reply to the Hon. member for Toronto,
that he did not conceive his Ion. friend the
Postmaster- General was in error in the course
which he bad taken. The Hon. gentleman had
remarked that this was a matterof such import~
ance that it was important that a commit-
tee should be appointed in order to investigate
the detailsspoken of by the Postmuster General,
and inquire whether the additional subsidy was
really required.. 'Now he (the Attorncy General)
must say, attbe outset, that Government was
not disposed to allow to & committés the privi-
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lege of initiating a mensure affecting the pub-
lic exchequer. It was the duty of the Govern-
ment to initiate measures of this kind—to
them atwached the responsibility of doing so.
They understood their obligation to the country
and to the Ilouse, and it rested with his Hon.
friend to swtisfy the House that his measure
ought to he supported. Iu this, a3 in every other
natter, the Government would afford to
Hon. geutlemen on both sides of the House
every explanation which was desired. But he
(the Attorney General) must warn Hon. gentle-
men that he could not accede to the suggestion
of the Hon. member for Toronto, that a com-
mittece should be appointed to investigate
whether an additional subsidy shonld be grant-
ed. The government were of opinion that it
‘should -be granted, and they took the responsi-
bility of recommending it to the Honse. They
believed the exchequer could bear it.

Mr. GOWAN regretted the remarks made by
the Hon. Attorney General on this question;
they were of a nature well caleulated to cause
the overthrow of any Government. Was it not
true that the Houn. Mr. Rose, Chief Commissioner
of Public Works, had given evidence before the
Committee of the House of Commons. framed
for the specinl purpose of engniring into: the
question of the subsidies given by the Iwperjal
Government to Ocean mail steamers; and w
the House to be told by the Ministry of thiy
country that it was derogatory to their power,
influence, or standing, to be subjected to the
same responsibility in these matters as the Min-
istry in England? He trusted the observations

- of the Hon. Attorncy General were hastily de-
livered, and that, on due reflection, he would
sec how imprudent they were. As to himself,
there was no vote which he (Mr. Gowan) should
give during the course of the session, that he
would give more cordially than that in favour of
an increased subsidy to the Canadiau Steamship
Company. He fully concurred in the eulogy
that haul been pronounced upon their enterprise,
but Hon. members Jud to ratisfy those who sent
them to Purlinment, that, in voting for the in-
creased taxation which this grant would neces-
sitate, they had sufficient grounds to justify them.
To whatend would it be togo totheir constituents.
and siy that, beeause the Postmaster General
declared an increased subsidy was nceded. they
had voted forit? He did not, for a moment,

. mean to impugn the statement2 of the Hon.
Postmaster General ; undoubtedly not; but ho
wanted such evidence hefore the House as would
justify Hon. Members in the eyes of their con-
stituents. 1fe warned the Government that, to
secure a cordial vote for an increased subsidy
to the Company—which had conferred the
greatest possible benefit on the country, and
whose efforts were deserving of the greatest
eredit—the proper evidence must be laid before
the ‘Hou<e.

Hon. Mr. BROWN said that if the Governs

ment were determined to persist in the present
motion, to test the opinion of the House, he
would, seconded by Hon. Mr. Foley, move.in
amendment, * Thatthe Resolution be not referred
to a Committec of the Whole on Friday, but.
that it be referred forthwith to a Select Commit-
tee of nine members to inquire and report, for
the information of this House, as to the position
and prospects of the said line of Steamships and
the increased advantage to be derived from an
increase of the subsidy now granted to the said
line, the said Committee to have power to send
for persons and papers.”

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE thought the Hon. member

tor Toronto would, on consideration, see that his
motion was not in favour of the maintenance of
this line of Steamchips, for which he appeared
30 whrm an advocate. He agreed with thatHon.
member that the Honsce ought not to grant an
increased subsidy before facts shewing the ne-
cessity for it were fully made out, in orderthat
every member who gave his vote might do so
with-a full knowledge of all the circumstances.
But the Hon. member ought to know that, ac-
cording to Parlinraentary doctrine, his ameund-
ment implied that it was the opinion of this
House no greater subsidy ought to be granted.
The going into committee ought not to be op-
posed by any party in favour of granting an in-
increased subsidy if it were found such subaidy
was necessary. By going into committee the
‘House did not divest itself of the right of in-
\quiring into the subject, as a Committee of the
Whole, and though the appointment of a Select
Committee was perhaps preferable, it should
be borne in mind that this might take place after’
the House hed been in Committee of the Whole,
as well as before it. The Hon. member for
Toronto, by his amendment, was putting down
the idea that a greater subsidy ought to be
granted, ulthough he spoke strongly in favor of
the maintenance of the Line,—his motion was
cquivalent to a declaration that the House at
present was not prepared to agree that a greater
subsidy was required. '

Hon, Mr. BROWN—Thar is precisely whatis
meant.

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE considered it appeared
from the explanations of the Postmaster General
and other information before the House, that the
present subsidy was not sufficient to maintain u
weekly Line, and thai if the country were really
angious to secuve the benefils and advantages of
sich a line, it must be prepared to make greater
savrifices. The amount to be added to the sub-
sidy must, of course, depend upon the facts to
be found; and he was ready to sustain the Hon.
member for Toronto in demanding that those
facts be proved in the most satisfactory manner.
The statements roade to the Postmaster Genersl
would probably be repeated before the Select
Commitice. The House might take it for grant-
ed, indeed, that the same .parties would

mive evidence before the Select” Cominittee as
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furnished the Postmaster General with his in- :
formation, and that they would adbere to what !
they had told.him. Tt could not be supposed i
the Company would rrake false statements tothe |
Postmaster Generalabouttheiraffairs,or advance
anything which they were not ready to prove if
required ; if they did, they would be undeserving
of any assistance. The Houn. member for Toronto
ought not to insistupon his metion in its presen.
shaje ; he might put it as a distinct motion, and
not as on¢ which had the effect, if passed, of ex-
- pressing the opinion of the House as adverse to
any further graut to the Ocean Steamship Com-

pany.
: Hin.MluFOLEY didnot putthesame construc-
“tion upon the amendment of the Hon. member for
Toronto, as the Hon. member for St. Hya-
cinthe. He and members on his side of the
House were as ready as those on the Minis-
terial side to grant all ncedful aid for the sng-
tenance of the line. He procceded to say that
he thought the motion of the Hon. member for
Toronto was couched in anything but 2 hostile
spirit, and he thought Hon. gentlemen might
very well have, granted at’ once what it
was agrced on all hands, would have to be
granted at somec period of the Session. The
Hon. Attorney “General’s objection to the
suggestion of the Hon. member,  viz., that
it would interfere with the right of the Govern-
ment to initiate money votes, was, he thought,
of little weight; for the proposition was merely
to -inquire into the facts on which the Govern-
ment proposed the money vote.  The warmth
on the part of the Hon. Attorney General was
entirely out of place; he scemed to forget the
rights of and courtesy due to Hon. members of
the Opposition. He [Mr. Foley] thought the
amendment was perfectly appropriate, nay, even
peculiarly so, for the Postmaster General, in
throwing upon the House the responsibility of
2ction in the matter, had paved the way for it,and
itbecame the House to see that the figures given
were correct, that the facts stated were accurate,
so a8 to discover whether it would be justified-
in making the appropriation. (Hear.) Men of all
‘sections and parties, in all parts of the country,
“had thesame interest in the successof the Cana-
dian line of steamers.” Propositions made
in behalf of the line had hitherto had the unan-
imous support of both sides of the House. Bat
now, an enquiry was imperative. Last year,
£45,000 was considered asufficient subsidy.
Hon. Mr. SMITH.-—No, he had urged an ap-
plication to the Tmperial “Government for a
subsidy. ¥ N L
Hon. Mr. FOLEY--Aud he stqod in jrecisely
the game position now. (Hear.) He, (Mr Foley)
however, wished toknot the facts, g justify him-
self before his constituents in voting so large
o sum as £104.000. He was not prepared to say
that it was required, neither was he prepared
to say that it was not required, for almost any

‘up &’ line of steamers of the performances of

which he, as well as every man in the country,
must feel proud, which he considered had added
much to the credit, the profit, the fame, .the honor,
and the interest of Canada. (Hear, hear.) He

“wouldsay that he had not the slightest suspicion

thal the stutements made were at all incorrect,
there was not a hreath of suspicion against the
conductors of the line, who had, at all times,
but especially now, great responsibility on their
shoulders. ~ (Hear.) He would snggest there-
fore, that the hon. member for Toronto should
withdraw his motion, for the sake of advancing
the resolutions a stage, and that then the Attor-
ney General should consent to the appointment of
1 Committee. Hewould not at thistime,say much
in criticiem of thespeech of the Hon. Postinaster
General, although that Minister had met with
such adulation in the Ministerial Press, and hadl
spoken justnow insuch terms of his own deeds
that. one would faney him to be a ‘secoud
Christopher Columbus, or, that he had, at
least,built the linesof'steamers andof railways by
which the mails was conveyed. [Laughter
One would almost bave fancied that he had con
structed the railroads from hisownmeans! What
was the fact ? He lad found many hundred
miles of railway just finished, affording facilities
for carrying the Europeau mails which had not
hitherto existed. If he had not taken advan-
tage of this in the way he now spoke of] he
would have been a recreant to his duty, remiss
in its performance. The real credit of the mat-
ter was due to the projectors of the Grand
Trunk Railway and of the Ocean Steam line—
the Government—whom hon. gentlemen oppos-
ite had supplanted, and whom they had ever
bitterly opposed. - . ;

Atty. Gen. MACDONALD—The Brown-
Dorjon. (Laughter.) 3 .

Mr. FOLEY—No; nnt the Brown-Dorion, hut
the Government which the Hon. Attorney Gene-
ral West had before his bargain and sale to
Mr. Hincks, declared “to ‘be steeped to the lips
in corruption,” and which he ever afler-
wards so aflectionately reverenced awld remem-
‘bered. (Laughter,) The case was just similar
to that which Mr, Brydges had suggested that
the United States should be applied to, for their
own benefit, to send their mails over the newly
finished Great Western line.  But he would not
enter further into this subject now. as a furthe:
and more {itting opportunity would offer at a
future stage of the Resolutions. i

Hon. Atty.. Gen. MACDONALD was verj
glad that the Hon. gentleman had the intentiof
of telling some wholesome truths—the only pitj
was that he did got bring out some of them iy ~
Toronto, when the Address, where they wern
so scarce, was being. preparedi {Laughter)
The Hon. gentleman asserted that he was desir
ous of giving the Postnaster General due credit
for what be had done ; yet he ended by giving

means were justifiable for the purpose of keeping

him- no credit at 2il. (Laughter.) He (Atty.
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Gen. Macdonald) was quaite sure the Hon. mem-
ber would have made an excellent Postmaster
Gencral, but as it wag, the honor of making
these arrangements had fallen on the shoulders
ot nis sncezssor. (Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. FOLEY—The Hou. gentleman hime
gelf (not Mr. Smiith) wes my successor. (Great
Laughter.)

Hou. Atty. Gen. MACDONALD—But really,

" putting ull &adinage aside, he was very glad to

find the lberal fezling shown on both sides of
the House, towards the Canadian line of steam-
ers, and was sure the regret waz sincere
which ull manifested at the recent loss of onc
of the ships of the best of Atlantic Steam
lines. As to the Committee which it was pro-
posed should be appointed, he quite agreed with-
the Hon. member for St. Hyacinthe, who said
that Ministers should be allowed to act upon
theirownresponsiblity. Tothe Hon. member for
North Leeds he might say that the case of the
8pecial Committee struck in England to investi-
gate postal contracts wag not at- all identical—
the Cunard contracts, the Calais and Dover con-
tract,and the Galway contract were all awarded
‘by the Government on their own responsibility,
and the Committee only sat after the fact, and
after o charge had been made that the last
named was given for corrupt purposes, to secure
votes in the House of Commons. [Hear] In
the present case, there was o distinct money
proposition, and the way it was brought for-
ward was quite constitutional—indeed the only
<constitutional way of doing it—and none could
vote against it on this reading and for the
committee who did not think that no'case at all
bhad been made out, and that were consequently
neither prepared to listen to nor to discuss it. By
the course which it was proposed to follow, the
House did not lose its control of the matter.
The Postmaster General only asked for a poat-
poncment.

Hon. Mr. BROWN-—The point is, are we to
pass the money on the verbal statement of the
Attorney Ceneral, or are we to have a Select
Committee. . .

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD—Either the House
must say that there will be no subsidy, or else
the original motion must be allowed. The
House had the same power when in-Committee
of the Whole that a Special Cocmmittee had.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—But will it exercise that
power? - .

"Hon. Mr. MACDONALD~—The House has the
power of causing the committee to rise until
any desired information is given. Every way
the motion of the Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Brown) is
viewed, it is only an obstruction. Let that Hon.
gentleman toke time and'examine the evidence
which the Postmaster-General has laid before the.
House in his specch, and he (Mr. Macdonald) felt
satisfied that he would be of a different opinion to
what he was at preaent. Of course that Hon.
gentleman and every member inthe House had.

‘should be carricd without delay.

a right to all the information possible on the
subject, and, no doubt, the fullest information
had been and wonld be given. It was easy for
any one to get up and state in what particular
the accounts were unsatisfactory.

Hon. Mr. BROWN could do so at once.

Mon. Mr. MACDOYALD thought it much bet-
ter to go on in the ordinary way, and to allow
the motion to be carried. Ie hoped that his
Ifon. friend would look over the evidenco, and
he (Mr, Macdonald) felt sure that if there was
any additional information which the Postmas-
ter General could give him ou the subject, he
would cheerfully do so. Another reason why he
hoped thathis Hon. friend would withdraw his mo-
tion was, that there was now no time to loso.
Already two prize stcamers had been lost, and
the sooner that they were replaced the better.
Canada has, as yet, the best line of stcamers,
and the best course. And he believed that our
linc of steamers would stand their ground
against all competition. The House should re-
member that there was a limit to the credit of
eveu the richest company ; and afiersuch-a loss
as the present company had sustaiued, they
would naturally look to the Iouse to enable
them once more to restore to Canada her pre-
eminence over all rival lines of steamers.  Thero
was another reason why the original motion
At thopresent
moment a Committee of the House of Commons
in England, was deliberating on the question of
subsidies. Its proceedings would have to be
watched. For, no doubt, the recent loss of the
Hungarian would be used, in it, as a strong
argumentagainst the Canadian Line of Steamers.
It was the duty of the House to counteract
such an impression in every possible way;
and the best way to do s0, would be ‘at once to
declare that Canada had every confidence in her
line of Steamers, and the House could not show
its confidence in a stronger manner than by
pledging thie revenue of ti Province in support
of that line. Upon consideration of all these

.things, ho would again ask his Hon. friend to

withdraw his motion, . . .

Hon. Mr. BROWN, after what had fallen from
his right Hon. friend, the Attorney General, had
no hesitation in withdrawing his motion. He
must say, bowever, that the subjéct could not bd
disposed of without the enquiry he sought. He
would also say that he understood that it was
probable that our line of Steamers would get a
sabsidy from the British Government.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER repeated, in French, the
substance of the remarks of the Hon. Mr. Smith,
stating that it was expected that the Company,
by the “increaseil subsidy, would be enabled to
maintain the service. The St. Lawrcnce route
was beginning to be appreciated in Europe; it
was obtaining the notice which it deserved ; it
was beginning to be ackuowledged that Quebec
was o much nearer Liverpool than was New
Yo:k, that, with & fair field and no favour, the
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Cunard Steawers co1ld never beat th: Canadian

' Line. (Cheers.) Those members of the Oppo-
gition, who were not determined to object to all
the measures that proceeded from the Govern-
ment, bat who wounld desire to kezp our Ocean
Steam Line in successful operation, would, no
doubt, support th: proposition now made. A
contra'y course would be equivalent to a voic of
want of confidenze.

The Hon. Mr. BROWN then withdrew hia mo-
tion, and that of ths Hon. Mr. Smith was carried,
without a divisicn.

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Wednesday, March T, 1860.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair at
3 o'k,
Several Petitions were brought up and laid
on the table.
HALK PAY OF MILITIA OFFICERS.

Sir E. P. TACHE, seconded by Hon. Mr.
Crawford, moved that the Despatch from Mr.
Becretary of States for Colonies, in an:wer to
the Address cf last Session, with reference to
the Half Pay of Militia Officers, and which was
laid befcre the House yesterd.y, be printed fir
the use of members. ‘The honorable and gal-
lant knight said he was induced to make this
motion on account cf the numerous enquiries
from applicanis for the Royal Bounty, to whom
the Despatch would give every information on
the subject.

The motion was granted.

CROWN LANDS BILL.

Hon. Mr. VANKQUGHNET moved the gec>nd
_reading of the Bill to provide fur the sale and
admipistration of Crown Lands. The Hon.
‘gentleman stated that he had introduced ‘he bill
af.er the maturest consideration, and af.er the

- experience of years. The principal obect of
‘the bil! was to do away with certain réstr e jons
which at present existed, and to enable the
Commissioners to act more freely, and then to
remove a present cause of complaint cn the
part of the people having dealings with the
department, namely—delay. The principle of
the Bill was administra‘'ive. By it he prorosed
:to give to the Comm’ssioner, powers which at
{present were exercis d only by the Gover-
nor in Council. ~ It might bz thought dangerous
to give the Commissioner such power. But
when he ex,pla.med to Honorab’e (Gentlemen
the exact position of the Cummis ioner under
the present system, they would see that such
fears were groundless. At present when any
matter came up bef :re the Governor in Council,
touching the Crown Lands, the advice of the
Commisgioner was always. taken and ac‘ed
wpon; so that, infact, the proposed change would

be one of form. He approved (f the manner
in which such Depa:tm n!s were managed
in England. There the head of the l'epar.-
ment was held respen:ible for all that was
done in thz Departinent, and he wshed 1h:t
such a system was obtained here; for, for hs
par , he did not with to rener h's colleagues an-
swerable for misiakes wh ¢h micht occur in h's
(Mr. V.} depariment. Every one knew that
these matiers of routine were never referred
¢ither to the Governor in Council or to the.
Commissioner. It was only dispnted claims
that were thus referred—people naturally looking
to tke Comrissioner himself, and not to his sub-
ordinaztes, on such ovcasions.  And he w.uld
have If¢n. gentiemen understand that when such
dis .uted claims came up, their settlement was
atended by an immense amount of labor. But,
happily, of the thousands of cases which came
up, very few were disputed claims—but wh2n
they did come up fhey involved a great deal of
Jabor. Maps tad to be looked over, sur-
veys had to be cxamined, old books had.
to be ransacked; and when the Commissisner
had gone through =il this, iz order to determine
the justice of & c¢laim, it was not likely that ten
or eleven gentlemen in council, would sit down
and go through the same work again. The
opiri.n of the Commissioner was of course
adopted, and the matter thus disposed of. In
bringing forward this bil'y he had no ambition to
impose additional trouble upon himself. It
would be much easier—if he were base enough
to pursue such a line of conduct—to disburthen
himself of trouble in such cases, by telling the
claimants that he had performed his duty, and’
then throwing the responsibility of the decision.
on the Governor in Conncil. But when he knew
the delays that arose under the present rystem
of referring such matters to the Governor in
Council, he did not wish to continue it. How-
ever, it was not proposed in the bill to take all
power aw iy from the Governor in Council. Ap
appeal, in all cases, was left to the Governor in.
Council, from the decision of the Commissioner ;
and the Governor in Council might make such
regulations as would control the Commissioner.
He did not introduce his bill to divest the
Governor in Council of power which he now-
possessed, but to enable him to delegate that
authority to the Commissioner—an arrangement
by which great public convenience would be
ensured. Such was the principal object of the
bill. 1t might be said, that after all, it was not
a very important matter—and that it was not
worth while changing the present system to
effect it. But experience taught him the im-
portance of this change, and that trifling. as it
wag, it would prove of the greatest advantage in
the discharge of the public business. And, in
advancing this view of the case, he did not rely
solely upon his own responsibility. He had
taken the opinion of gentlemen who had filled
the office which he had the honour to hold
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for thirty years. He also begged to say that
he would not hesitate to .avail himself of
sy suggestion which any Hon. gentleman
might throw out, and which he would think
would advance the object he had in view. For
it must be admitted that, in the working of the
Department,he had more experience than the ma-
jority of the Hon. gentlemen present. In con-
clusion, be would say that was not a Bill to ad-
vance either the policy of the Government, or
increase the importance of the Commissioner.
But simply to facilitate the. discharge of the
business of the Department, over which he had

_the honor to preside. He would agnin invite
discussion on such parts of his bill, as Honorable
Gentlemen thought necded it. In his annual re-
port, which he Jaid before the House the other
day, he had endeavoured to give a résuméof
the operations of his Dopartnent, in the brightest
manner possible, in order to save the country
the enormous cost of printing fuller particulars;
and also his opinion respecting the proposed
changes. . The question was one of detail, and
he invited the fullest discusston on its merits,
and again declared his willingness to adept such
suggestions as were good. He moved the see<
ond reading of the Bill. .

Hon. Mr. RENAUD asked if the bill had been
printed in French. .

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET, on enquiry, found
that it had not, although it was in the printer's
hands. He hoped, however, that his Hon. friend
would allow the bill to be read a second time, in
which case, he would ask that it be referred.to
a Committee of the Whole on Friday.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Hon. Mr. VANKQUGHNET then moved that
the said bill be referred to a Committec of the
Whole onFriday next. .

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

""edn_csd('ly, Mmyrb 7.
Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at three o’clock.
BILLS INTRODUCED AND. READ A FIRST
‘ TIME.

" Brui. to regulaie the proceedings of Gas Com-
paunies in Upper Canada, and to provide for the
-Inspection of Gas and Gas metres therein.—Dr.
Connor, .
BILL to amend the Agricultural® Actof Lower
Canada, in so far as relates to railways crossing
water courses.—r. Coutlée:
Bist, to regulate the weight of Hay and Straw
in Lower Canada.—Mr. Desaulniers.

Bt for the more effectual prevention of cor- |

rnpt practice at elections.—Mr. Gowan.
BiLL to abolish the .property qualification of
Members of the Legislative Assembly.—MFr.
" Fouan, .

Bitt to prevent fraud in Votera’ Lists, and to
prevent and punish bribery and other corrupt
practices at clections.—Mr. Macdougall.

BiLt to regulate the time during which Apo-
thecaries and Druggists’ shops shall be kept
open in the different cities throughout the Pro-
vince.---Mr. 2. Ross.

BiLi to regulate the erection of houses and
other buildings.---Mr. D. Ross. .

BiLt to amend the Act entitled “ An Act fur-
ther to secure the Independence of Parliament.
~—Mr. D. Ross.

Biut to establish and diminish the Fees on
Appeal.—Mr. Pické.

CLERGY RESERVE AND CROWN LANDS.

Hon. MALCOLM CAMERON moved, seconded
by Mr. Macdougall, That an humble Adidress be
presented to His Excellency, praying him to cause
to be laid before this Housc a return of the
amount of money received in Upper and Lower
Canada, respectively, from sales of past due ac-
counts of Clergy Reserve and Crown Lands for
the years 1858 and 1859. He said he.had made
his Address so perfectly simple, that he hoped it
might be answered in two or three days. The
policy of the Government in regard to the Crown
Lands was the most important and practical
matter now before the country.  The policy of
last year was particularly unfortunate and inju-
dicious. In his own neighborhood the effect on
the settlers bad been harrassing, and injurious
in the extreme. This country needed emigrants,
yet the policy of the Government at present
tended to turn them away. Agents visiting Ca-
nads and enquiring as to the facilities for
obtaining land, the protection of the settler,
and the publicdebt, found that this coun-
try compared disadvantageously with the
new States of the West. Miunesota was
restrained from involving herself in debt
over $100,000, while'in Canada the debt was
$50,000,000. Then they hada homestead law,
by which a man who purchased land, could de-
clare that 50 rauch wa3 fot & homestead, and it
was secured to his family. Th Canada, pro-
posals for a law of the same kind had been
treated with -ridicule by the House. He had
given notico of such a bill'twelve years ago. To
secure immigration, Canada must put herselfon
an cqual footing, as regards benefits to the sct-
tler, with the neighbouring Republic.’ In the
United States public lands ramaining a certain
time unsold, were supposed to be valued too
high, and the price was reduced in proportion to
the time they had been in the market. In Canads -
it was just ' the reverse ; land remaining unsold
was valued according to the improved land
around it. The fundamental wealth of Canada
was in her soil, and without emigrants to till
that soil, she must retrograde. It was his
opinion that public lands should have been given
away; the gift would have remained with the

giver; the settlers would have paid more in the
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course of a few years than could have been ob-
tained by the sale of the land. The course pur-
sued at present would argue that the settler who
had cleared his twenty, thirty, or forty acres,
was ‘even less deserving of consideration than
the man who had just arrived. The industrious
tarmer who cleared our lunds, had done the best
thing any man could do for the country, yet, af-
ter fifteen years labour, if he canmpt pay up his
arrears, he is to be turned out of the country.
He could prove that parties who, through failure
of crops, were unable to make their puyments,
had been so threatened that they had gone to
Toronto and elsewhere, and borrowed money at
twenty per cent. to pay the Crown. At the same
time Hon. gentlemen opposite, were .showing
how easily they could horrow moncey in Eugland
at five per ceat. " This opprezsion was driving
numbers out of the country.  This was the first
time in the Legislation of any country, that the
(xovernment had authorized the issue of war-
rants to drive settlers off their land. While
other Governments were doing everything possi-
ble tofacilitatelimmigration, Canada was directly
preventing it. The fear of forfeiting their land,
had frightened off many who would otherwise
have gladly scttled amongst us.

Mr. W. F. POWELL had scen nothing of the
distress spoken of in tho section of the country
he came from, and where he supposed there were
twenty scttlers to one in the part of the country
represented by the Hon. member for Lambton.
He did not hesitate to say, that a settler who

- could not meet the very moderaterequirements of
the Government for the payment of land was not
likely to be of much benefit to the country, nor
to contribute greatly to its Revenue.

Mr. ROBLIN thoughtthat not a single case of
real hardship could be named. Inregardto the
sale of lands, were the Municipalities to be
kept out of their money? He' was glad that an
unusual amount had been received by the Muni-
, cipalities last year.

Hon. Attorney General CARTIER said there
was nerer a year in which 30 much money was

‘collected in Lower Canada, from sales ag in the
last year. In 1353 only 43,000 acres of land
were sold, while in 1859 143,000 acres were sold.
On behalf of Low'er-Canada, he must deny the ap-
plication of the remarks of the Hon. member for
Lambton concerning the hardships among set-
tiers. Jf these remarks did apply to Upper Ca-
nada, he thought that poor, slandered Lower Ca-
neda would come out well after all. .

Mr. FOLEY said, it seemed that the sections
of country from which the Hon. members, for
Carlton, Leanox and Addington had comé, were
fortunately exempt from the almost universal
distress which prevailed. It was not for him
to conjecture the cause, but if so they
they were very happily situated. It would be
acknowleged, however, by every gentlcman
from Upper Canada that great distress-had pre-
vailed in those townships in which land had

A

been sold to settlers by the Government. Had
not Honorable members received from time
to time remonstances from settlers, ask-
ing for a postponement of their dues to the
Government? Nota day had passed since his
arrival in which he or some of his friends had
pot received such applications sctting forth
most urgently the sufferingsto which settlers
were subjected in consequence of the pressure of
the Govt. He held in his hand a letter from the
Township of Wellesley—a tract of land the finest.
in the country, and with an industrious and
thrifty population. That letter stated that
many of their best men in that part of the
country had been, by being forced to raise
means to make their payments,” placed
in the last ‘extremity of distress.  Yet
that was but a sample of the manner in
which settlers upon Clergy and Crown Lands had
been treated. It was not the new settlers who
were tho greatest sufferers, but those who were
in arrear,and who, through failure of crops,were
unable to make their payments. The Hon. At-
torney General need not have drawn that invidi-
ous comparison between the Canadas. The
people of Upper Canada were, it was true, under
depression and distress; but there had been a
time when the people of Lower Canada were
suffering the same distress; and they had not
hesitated to ask for direct gifts (which
Upper . Canadians never done) from the
Government, which were . given and cheer-

fully aequjesced in by the people of Upper

Canada. In taunting the people of Upper Ca-
nada with their distress, did he forget that at
the present time a large sum of money was due
from the citizens of Qubec to the Government.
Under the circumstances, ke (Mr. Foley) could
not allow any Lower Canadian toreflect with
impunity on the sufferings of Upper Canada.
He entirely agreed with the hon. member from
Lambton, and was glad he had thus early
brought the matter before the House—a matter
lie considered of far more importance than the
Inspector General's abstruse project for raising
a loan. He hoped the proposition would be
favourably regarded, believing as he did that
the statements of suffering had been diminished
rather than exaggerated. i
Hon. Mr. GALT said, the subject would come
up in order when the Crown Lands Bill came
before the House, but he must disclaim now, on
the part of the Government, the callousness to
distress attributed to them by Hou. gentlemen
on the other side -»¢ tha Housé. It would be
within the memory of lon. gentlemen, that the
Government had distributed  among - various
Municipalities, last year, $120,000,—although
the finances of the country were not then in‘a
flourishing condition—under the provisions of
the bill of last Session, and not one complaint
had been made as to the way in -which the dis-
tribution had been carried out.: With regard to
the Crown Lands, the Government would be pre-
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pared to defend their policy at the proper time, |

and it would be difficult to show one single in- |
dividual who had suffered wrong at their hands !
in the carrying out of the Crown Land Regu- !
lations. It was quite clear that, although one
part of the country might bein distress, the
Regulations must be carried out over the whole
of the Province. It would never do for one por-
tion of the debtors to the Crown and the Muni-
cipalities to go free, and for another portion to
be made to pay. (Hear.} Then, again, the
Government were only trusiees for the Munici-
palities, as it regarded the Clergy Lands, and,
when they were enforcing payment of the arrears
due by Municipalities, they could not allow de-
lay in the liquidation of obligations due to
those bodies. (Hear.)

Mr. GOWAN regretted very much that no
subject could be brought up without ungenerous
remarks being made by Hon. members against
various sections of the counfry. He had been
surprised by hearing the remarks of the Hon.
member for Carlton, who had said that if the
member for Lambton were 80 delighted with the
United States svstem as he had represented, he
ought to go thither. Why, if that were carried
out, the Hon. Postmaster General ought also to
emigrate ; for, in his speech of yesterday, he had
eulogised the American at the expense of the
British Government. He (Mr. Gowan) knew
but of one case in his own Riding, arising from
the recent Crown Lands regulations, but he
knew of innumerable cases of hardship through-
out Upper Canada—many in which as much as
ten per cent. had been paid for money, recently.

A MEMBER—Ten per cent. !

Mr. GOWAN—Ten per cent. (Hear and
Laughter.) He could mention the names.

Mr. W. F. POWELL—The name of the party
who lent money at ten per cent. would be of use
to most of us. (Laughter.)

Mr. GOWAN—And as to the argument that
the Government were the trustees for,the Muni-
cipalities in the caseof the Clergy Reserve Liands,
why the Government were only trustees of all
the Public Property. However, he would not
enter further into the discussion, since the whole
subject would come up again in a substantive
motion.

Hon. Mr. BROWN said that the whole country
must be satisfied with the tone in which the
Hon. Finance Minister had spoken ; butnot with
that adopted by the Attoriiey General East. The
latter had spoken of the ease with which Lower
Canada had made her payments, «nd contrasted
that with Upper Canada. But he (Mr. Brown)
found that of the $459,803 received last year,
$411,000 had been paid by Upper Canada. And
when, in other ways, Upper Canada paid seventy
per cent. of the national expenditure, it ill be-
came the Attorney General East to twit her with
poverty. He thought the $400,000 that had
been wrung from Upper Canada during the last
year, under pressure, had been gathered at an

expense which the country could hardly afford
to bear.

Hon. Attorney-General MACDONALD said
that nothing which had fallen from his Hon'ble
colleague, the Attorney-General East, could, by
any ingenuity, be tortured into a disparagement
of Upper Canada. No one was better acquaint-
ed with the whole country than his Hon. friend,
the Attorney-General East, and he was simply
stating his experience, when he said that a very
large amount had been collected in Lower Can-
ada, by the action of the Government, without
causing any suffering to the settier. His object
was, no doubt, to answer the repeated dispara-
ging comparisons drawn between .Upper and
Lower Canada, to the prejudice of the latter
Province. With reference to the Crown Lands
regulations, they had been submitted to both
branches of the Legislature, early last session,
and as nothing was said in disapproval of them,
the silence of Hon. gentlemen in both Houses
was naturally combined into approbation of
them, by his Hon. friend the Commissioner of
Crown Lands. And he was fortified in the be-
lief that they were approved of generally by
seeing a highly favorable notice of them in the
able and principal newspaper organ of the Hon.
leader of the Opposition. The regulations had
been carried out without any degree of harsh-
ness. If actual settlers could not, from special
circumstances, pay up the whole of their arrears,
they were only required to pay so much as they
were really able, and it had bappened that not
a single actual settler had been deprived of his
farm. (Hear, hear.) Asregarded the making
of free grants, he could only say, that it was in
the motion of the Hon. member for Lambton, .
that a clause was introduced into the Crown
Lands Bill doing away with them. Of the pro-
priety of this law there might be a difference of
opinion, but so long as the law was in exis-
tence, there could be no doubt that it was the
duty of the Government, in their administra-
tive capacity, to carry it out. )

Mr. FERGUSON said that, to his knowledge,
a number of application by persons in arrears
for Crown Land dues had been made to Govern-
ment, and in every one of them indulgence was
granted. He instanced one case in particular
of a farmer who had not made his payments re-
gularly, and with reference to whom he had an
assurance from the Commissioner a few days
since. He did not doubt that money had
been borrowed at the high rates mentioned by
some Hon. gentlemen, but it was so borrowed,
rather to meet other demands than those of Gov-
ernment. It was well known that Government
would enforce payment only from non residents
or speculators, so that the regulation did not
cause any great anxiety to actual settlers, and
he knew of no single case in which application
made by one of the latter had been denied.

Mr. DALY did not agree with the member for
Lambton in his stricture on the management of
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the Crown Land Deparment; the present Com-
missioner has discharged the ‘duties of his office
most satisfactorily. He (Mr. Daly,) had made
his constituents aware that the enforcement of
the regulation would be mainly as to speculators,
and it did not occasion any hardships in his
County. Cascs ‘might be cited of ‘partics bor-
rowing 1eoney at highrates of interést, but he
~thoaght~ sirch “loans were principally for the
purpose of paying off debts “incurred on the
credit of the land.. e wassatisfied. it would be
seen that all the money paid in to the Govern-
ment under the regulation had been so paid
either by parties at their own couvenience, orby
_those holding large tracts as speculators.

Mr. JOHIN CAMERON was satisfied that every
complaint made to the Government on this sub-
ject bad been attended to, and that so much evil
had not arisen from the regulation as was pre-
tended. Withreference to settlers on free grants
he could testify they were living most confort-

_ably, and referred particularly to these on the
Bobeaygon Road. .

Mr. POPE believed that the Government, as
answerable for the public funds, had no right o
allow debts to remain unpaid, by persons able
to pay them. He granted that individuals.might
bave suffered under the present systeni, but they

" were persons who would not be able to prosper
in any country, or underany circumstances. A
most mistaken idea bad gone abroad, that par-
ties would not be pushed for arrears in Crown
Lands, and it was just as well it shouid be cor-
rected. Ile considered the proposition of the
Member for Lambton most demoralizing. (A
laugh.) Tt did not excite people to labour for
themselves, but induced them to be inactive; and
deprived them of that zeal in working out their

. own fortunes which they would otherwise
evince,

Mr. McDOUGALL conceived that no system
oould be more demoralizing than that which,
like the present, placed a man at the mercy of
the Commissioner of Crown Lands; the whole
case displayed one of the worst vices of our po-
litical systern. The advertisement spoken of by
the Attorney General West, as having given in-
formation to farmers on this nfatter, was an an-
swer to a clergyman, a partisan of the Govern-
ment, and was no advertisement at all. He (Mr.
McDougall) wished to sce all scttlers placed on
the same basis as to these arrears. The Gov-
ernment, by the bill of last Session, allowing
money to be loaned for the purchase of seed, re-
cognised the distress existing among some of the
settlers in Upper Canada, and yet adopted these
instructions which were s0 injurious to the
same clase. They did not follow up that meas-
ure of relief as they should have done.

Mr. SIMPSON did not gee that there was any
cause for the great indignation exhibited by the
members for Toronto, Waterloo, and North Ox-
ford, on this question. The notice did not
amount to anything wmore than that usually given

by a newspaper proprictor to his subscribers in
his arrears. It had pot been made clear that
there was any hardship attendant upon the ac-
tion of the Crown Land Departiment, whose duty
it was to collect all arrcars. No one had shewn
that any harsh measures had been resorted to.

The motion for the Address was then put and
carried.

PUBLIC EXPBNSE IN UPPER AND LOWER
CANADA.

Mr. PICHE moved for the appointment of a
CouyITTER to enquire and ascertain in what
proportion Upper and Lower Canada have, in
each year since the Union of the Provinces, con-
tributed to the Annual Revenue of the Province ;
and what proportion of the public money Upper
and Lower Canada have respectively received,
with power to send for persons, papers and re-
cords, the said Committee to be compozed of the
Honorable Messrs. Cartier, Galt, Brown, Cauchon,
Sicotte, J. S. Macdonald, and Foley, and Messrs.
McDougall, Simpson and the Mover. He did not
think it necessury to speak at any length upon
the necessity for such a Committee, since, for
wany years past, it had been asserted that Upper
Canada had been put in a position ofinferjority,
in respect of the money spent there, in view of
the income it contributed. He hoped the Com-
mittee would be able to ascertain - clearly the
amount of revenues and expenditures, and the
respective proportions of both in both Sections
of the Province. It was most important, beforo
any constitutional changes were proposed, that
the relations between Upper and Lower Canada,
in their financial affairs, should be understood.
For'months, great financiers, like the Hon. mem-
ber for Toronto, hadasserted that Upper Canada
paid a great deal more than its share ; while, on
tbe part of Lower Canada, the reverse had been
as strongly asserted. He hoped no opposition
would be offered to what he considered a most
reasonable motion, since, if the Committee per-
formed its duty faithfully, the whole country
would receive information which it was most
essentinl to its future peace and comfort it
should have. He did not consider himself a
financier, and had only included himsclf in the
Committee, as he understood it was the practice
for o mover to be a member of the Committee
he moved for, but he would be glad if a more
competent person were substituted for him.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER said there could be no
doubt that the subject now before the House was
one possesging considerable interest, and he was
surprised the Hon. Member for Berthier should
desire information respecting it. All persons ac-
quainted with politics knew that there was some
asperity of fecling between Upper and Lower
Canads, proceeding chiefly from the assertion of
alleged facts on the part of thc Hon. Member
for Toronto, through bhis paper, which, however,
were not facts. . Howerer, he thought the Hon.
Member for Berthier had not adopte'd the proper
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course; he should have first made 2 motion for
an Address to His Excellency asking for the ex-
penditure in both parts of the Province, showing
the proportion of cach and the particular works
upon which it had been incurred. Such a state-
ment the Government would make dac haste to
prepare,and if then the Hon. Member or the
House were not ¢atisfied, a Committee could be
named to whom it would be referred. But he
thought the Hon., member for DBerthier himself
would be satisfied from such a return that tho
- sccusations so liberally brought against Lower
Canada, and ably refuted by the Leader, were
of 8 pieve with the assertion that Upper Canada
contained a population of 490,000 more than
FLower Canada. Tt happened. however, that the
1861 was very near at hand, when this assertion
wonld be tested and - disproved. fle repeated,
that after the statement made by the Govern-
ment had been submitted to the House. there
would be no obhjection to refer it to n Select
Committee when it woulid be seen which section
had heen most favored.

Mr. PICHE thought there was an easier way.
He would leave his wmotion ofi the paper, and
the Government without further proceedings
could bring down such » siatement as they pro-
posed.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER---Theproper way was by
motion for an Address.

Mr. PICHE---\Well if so he wonld make a mo-
tion—and it appeared to him the proposal wasa

reasonable one, and that we should thus at any’

rate arrive at a result. N

Hon. Mr. BROWN---Oh! oh! [derisively,]

Mr. PICHE---Well that i= my opinioa, and
though I am jn Opposition. I am willing to trast
the Governyaent that far, for I believe the ad-
vice is frank. :

Hon. Mr. BROWN-I will tell the Hon. mem-
ber what the effect will be; it will throw the
‘matter over for the-whole session.

Mr. PICHE—Give me leave, that i3 not my
opinion, for my notice remains on the orders,
and if the Government fail to bring down the
statement soon, I will renew the motion.

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE—Let the statement he
brought down within eight days.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—It will be furnished
sooner,

Hon. Mr. BROWN thought the original mo-
tion was a very admirable one. The proposi-
tion of the Attorney-General would, in effect,
throw the whole thing over for the session, or,
if not, it would only elicit an ex parte statement,
cut and dried. The only- correct way would be
“to submit the matter to a -Committee of impar-
tial men, ’

Hon. Attorney-General MACDONALD said
that, in the beginning of the afternoon, Hon.
gentlemen opposite, had refused to allow 2
finaricial statement to be made before the com-
plete official returns were sent down. Now
they were reedy to eay they counld make up

their returns themselves. (Laughter.) -Were
they afraid of allowing the Govérnment to
make a statement ?  Were they afraid that the
Government should make it-too soon? Were
they discomfited at the idea of the Government
having them cut and dried ? The subject was®
a very fair one for investigation,---it was right
that these recriminations, so often indulged in,
should be'looked into, and; if falsely founded,
that they should be put an end to. After the
Government return had been sent down, as the
House was not to be overwhelmed with legisla~
tion this year, they cauld devote themselves to
! its examination. :

! Hon. Mr. SICOTTE thought the cours€ prc-
i posed by the Attorneys-General was a pefectly
| fair one. The Hon. member for Toronto had
' better accept the propositions made. The Gov-
| ernment might not be so liberal to-morrow.

i Hon. Mr, FOLEY hoped that the manifesto or
address to the Electors of the Attorney General
East, would be sent down along with the state-
ment, 1Te thought the best thing would be to
:adopt the motion of Mr. Piche. He would take
the opportupity of observing that, in his opinion
all those invidious distinctions between Upper
and Lower Canada were productive of mis-
chief, and that instead of Lower Canada always
endeavoring to drive Upper Canada further
and further from her, and so to cut asunder
the cords that ought to bind the two Provinces,
the true course would be to prepare to rewmove
the causes of difficulty which existed, and not to’
treat with contempt the feelings of the majority
of the Upper Province, as on the floor of the
House was often done. (No, no.) Did Hon.
gentlemen say ““no, no”? Why, appeintments
appeared in every Gazctte, made by ministers
who did not possess the confidence of the ma-
jority of the people of Upper Cnnada, and he
warned Hon. gentlemen opposite that, unless
they changed their line of conduct, Upper Canada
would, no matter what the cost of doing so
might be, relieve herself of the degrading and
despicable position which she occupied.

UNIVER3ITY OF TORONTO AXD OTHER
COLLEGES.

Mr. AIKINS moved for an Address to His
Excellency. praying that he will causc to be laid
before this Ifouse & return from the University
of Toronto, University College— Upper Carada
College, Victoria, Regiopolis, Queen’s, St. Mi-
chael’s .and Bytown Colleges, and Belleville
Semingery, shewing their annual expenditure,
their sources of income, the number of Profegs-
ors or Teachers, the course of study pursued,
the number of Graduates Matricunlated, as well
as the number of graduates, distinguishing the
day students from the resident omes; noting
their residence, religion and age, as also their
standing in those Colleges respectively ; show-
ing the number of Theological or Medical Stud-
ents in connection with each College respect-
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ively, as also the number of scholarships and
value of each to be' competed for, if any, ’
Hon. Attorney General MACDONALD said
there was no objection to the Address. All the
information which could be obtained by the
Government, would be sent down. The Hon,
gentleman, however, must be aware that the
Government had no control over some of the
institutions referred to, and therefore he must
uot be disappointed should the return not be so
complete &3 he desired. .
The Address was ordered.
UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO,
: VERSITY COLLEGE.
On the motion of Mr. WHITE, an address was
voted to His Escelleney, praying that he will
cause to be laid before this House a return,
shewing the quantity of land sold by the Uni-
vergity of Toronto since the 31st day of Decem-
ber, 1855 ; the amount received from such saleg,
and the amount paid on account of former sales ;
the amount of interest from such such sales, the
amouut of rents from such period up to the 31st
day of December last ; ‘the amount of the prin-
cipal of the income fund of the said University
- and University College; the amount of the in-
come derived therefrom annually, shewing what
part of the said income was obtained from fees
for tuition, examination, degrees, certificates of
honor, or otherwlse, from scholars during. the
past four years; the cost of the University
Buildings, aund also the cost of fitting up the
cround connected therewith up to the present
tirae; the number of Professors or Teachers in
the said University of Toronto and University
College, with their present salaries, and per-
uisites respectively, and any allowance, if any,
tor past time; the number of scholars taught by
each Professor or Teucher in the said University
College during the past year, the total and
average number in attendance at said insti-
tutions during such time ; the anpual expense of
nanaging the Endowment and general income
fund of such institutions respectively. during the
nast year., including the salaries of the Pro-
sssors and officers ; the amount of the surplus
of the University income fand now remaining
on hand, at the disposal of Parlisment, for
Academical cducation in Upper Canada. The
amount of the funds invested on account of the
University of Toronto by way of & loan or other-
wise, the nature of the security taken and the
time given, together with the rate of interest.
INDIAN LANDS IN DUNDEE.

Mr. SOMERVILLE enquired of Ministers,
whether they had, since Iast session, hgd any
scommunication with the Impervial Government
an the subject of the Indian Reserves, and if so,
whether it was their intention to introduce any
measure to make any proposal relative to the
Indian Lands in the Township of Dundee.

Hon. Attorney General CARTIER said, the
correspondence between thiz and the Imnperial

AND UNI-

Government was not -~ < 1: . the Ministry
were not af present in - .. to say whether
they would introduce w .ucusure on the subject
this session.  They boped, however, the cor-
respondence would be c¢losed before the end of
the session. : :

Nt

THE GENSUS.

Mr. WHITE enquired of Ministers whether it
was their intention to consider any measure du-
ring the present Session of Parliament, with the
view to amend the law for taking the census
of the Province.

Hon. Mr, SHERWOOD---said the board of re-
gistration were now engaged in drawing up re-
solutions and regulations. He could not' say
that these would lie submitted to Parliawment,
as the Board had the power of making regula-
tioxs without a bill, under the existing Act.

BANKRUPTCY LAW.

Hon. BROWN enquired of Ministers whether
it is their intention to introduce a Bill, during
the present Scesion, to amend -the law of Debtor
and Creditor in Comumercial matters, in Upper
Canada, and, if so, whether the said Bill will
provide for the winding up. of Bankrupt Estates,
ang for the discharge of Traders who have sur-
rendered all their properity for the benefit of
of their credilors, and who have undergone
‘a satisfactory exmmination ns to the cause of
their Bankrupicy. )

Hon. Atty. Gen. MACDONALD said that it
wag vot the intention of Government to intro-
duce a bill. The Government had hoped to have
received by the Hungarian an early copy of the
bill to be ntroduced in England. Thathad un-
fortunately been lost with the vessel, and it
might be a mail or two, before they. received
another. It was of great importance that this
country should have the benefit of the extensive .
experitnce of the.Bankruptey Commission of
Englaend. The bill there to- he introduced was
to do away with the difference between Bank-
ruptcy and Insolvency, and to simplify the law
very much. It was, however, the intention of
the Government to strike a Committce for the
purpose of taking into coamsideration the whole
subject of Debtor aud Creditor, to which would'
be referred all the bills introduced last Sessiou,
or to be introduced in the beginning of the pre-
sent Session. It was most important that the .
whole law of Debtor and Creditor,. and of con-
tracts should be the same in this country as in
Eingland, so that the English merchant shouid
understand that he has the same rights of pro- .
‘ceeding in Canada as in England, against those
who do him injustice. [Hear.] .
EDUCATION OF BLIND DEAF AND DUMB.
Inreply to Mr. BROWN~Hon .J.A. MACDON-

“ALD said that the education of these persons was

a very special duty, dnd counld not be conducted,,
with the appliances made use of in Common'

"Schools. Dr. Howe had been here last summet,
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and it was hoped the Government wounld be
able to secnre his services. The Government
fortunately had buildings of their own which
could be nsedior the purpose, and therefore
there would be no expeanse for brick and mortar,
but they would require a grant for educational
purposes.

Hon, Mr. BROWN—It was not to the credit
of the Proviuce that so much money was spent
upon those who could help themselves, and so
little upon the Deaf, Dumb and Blind, and he
thought xomething could be done through the
Common Schools by the training of teachers in
the Normal schools, and the distribution of books
suited to the inatruction of these unfortunates.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—Moved for and Address
to His Excellency for a summary statement of
the amounts due on 1st of January, 1860, hy the
geveral companies who purchased roads, bridges
‘or harbours in Upper Canada from Government
in 1850 ; said statements to show clearly the
amounts agreed to be paid for ench works, the
interest that has accrued on each sale, the
amount of cash recoived on account by Govern-
ment, the balances now due, and the amounts of
instalments yet to mature. :

Hon. Mr. Brown—Moved for an Avpkess to

His Excellency for a return of the amounts paid -

paid from the Public Chest, for the settlement of
Rebellion Losses in Upper and Lower Cuanada,
respecting the expenses conmected with each
‘settlement ; said return to show clearly the name
of each party to whom indemnity wus awarded
by the Commissioners with the amount thereof,
the darty to whom the cash was actually paid,
and the date of pryment: said return to include
an account current between the Proviace, and
the Upper aud Lower Cannda Rebellion Losses
Funds respectively showing the cash and De-
bentures advitnced to each by the Province, the
anterestaccrued thereon, the amount received on
account from local rources, and the balance due
in the 1st January, 1860. :
THE PROVINCIAL CANALS.-

Hon. Mr. BROWN moved for an Apuxesa to
Hiz Excellency, praying that he will cause to he
laid before this House copies of all documents
giving information to Government as to fraudu-
lent practices by ship owners in the puyment of
tolls or freight pessing through the Proviucial

- Canals; alzo copies of all correspondence he-
lween Government and James McCuaig on #aid
subject, and ¢f the cowmiasion or letter of in-
structions to said McCuaig, autborizing him to
“enquire into said fraudulent practices, and of the
report made by said McCuaig.

Motion carried.

MR. ALLAN NELIL McLEAN.

;Hon. Mr. BROWN moved for an Aubress to
his Excollency, praying that be will cause to bo
1aid before ihis House, copy of the commission
ani letter of instructions under which Mr. Allan
Neil MeLean has recently been appointcd a3 In-

spector of Crown or Clergy Reserve Land sales -
in Upper Canada; also for full information as
to the duties of the said Allan Neil MeLean, and
the remuncration to be given him,

Carried.

The Iouse then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCHL.
Quebec, MMarch 8, 1860.

The Speaker took the chair at-3 o’clock.
COASTING TRADE,

Hon. Mr. Dz BLAQUIERE enquired whether it
were: the intention of the Executive to take any
and what steps consequent upon the rejection by
the Tunperial Government of the Acts of last
session respecting the Coasting Trade ?

, How, Mr. VANKOUGHNET, in reply stated,
that it would have heen more satisfactory if his
Hon. friend had moved for a copy of the¢ despateh
which had been received from the TImperial
Goverument, on the subject—as in it the whole
matter was fully and satisfactorily gt forth, He
might state, however, that the reason of the re-
fusul of the sanction of the Imperial Government
to the measure, was, that the proposed measure
would directly interfere with the trade of Great
Britain,—therefore, the advisers of Iler Majesty
advised thut it should be rejected. As to what
steps, if any, it was the intention of the Kxecu-
tive of our Province to take, no one could know
betier than his ITon. friend, from his great ex-
perience, that in such a delicate matter as this, a
great deal of caution must be observed, and the
proper time and occazion taken for such action.
He hoped that his Hon. friend would not press
his motion.

INOCULATION AND VACCINATION.

Hon. M. Dr BLAQUIER moved, * for an ad-
dreas to Ifis Excellency the Governor (ieneral,
praying that Iig Excellency will be pleased to
cause to he laid before the House, the returns
made to the Government under the provisions of
the Act 20 Victorin, Cap. 39 See. b, respecting
Innoculation and  Vaccination.” The Hon.
gentleman gtated that the returns were moved .
for in consequeance of an Act which had been in-
troduced into the Housc by the Hon. member for
Eseex, and which was passed in the year 1858;
and the object of the present motion was to
ascertain how the Act in question worked, and
what protection it afforded to the country ngainst
the recurrence of that dreadful disease the
Small Pox. In fruming his Bill, his Hon.
friend had not gone so far as the Act passed
in England in the year 1842, on the same
suhject. which made it a criminal offense for any
oue to make use of in any way variolose matter,
throughout the United Kingdom. His Hon.
feiends bill did not go so far as this, and conse-
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quently some doubts arose as to whether it met
_the exigencies which existed in this country.
In a matter of such importance as this it was
time to enquire whether every thing had been
done that could avert, or at least assuage the
_ravages of that dreadful disease. Another pro-
vision of the English act, besides that alread) re-
ferred to, was to makeit compulsory on all persons
to havetheir children vaccinated,when eight days
old,—and seeing that such steps bad been taken
in England, and had remained in force for such
a length of time, Hon. gentlemen would see the
necessity of taking all the means in their power
also to avert the scourge from our doors. IHe
was glad to see that, as far as regulations

respecting the emigration coming to our own.

shores were conceived, the Government had
taken the necessary steps,—but there the care
of the Government scemed to stop. It was an
unfortunate fact borne out by history, that once
this disorder visited a country or city, it did not
take its departure until it had almost. depopu-
lated that place,—and it was, nodoubt, in view of
this, that such stringent steps were taken in Eng-
land. But it wns almost uselessto take preventive
steps any where unless they were universally
adopted,—for that was the only true method of
preventing the contagion from spreading. He
would now lay a few statements before them. In
Toronto, the city near which he lived, the dis-
sease broke out spontaneously in two succesive
years. And yet, although there was an Hospital
supported by the Government, there were no sepa-

rate Wards in that Hospital, for the treatmeént of

patients afflicted with thisinfectious disease. This
was very bad. As the introduction of one patient
might spread the disease throughout the cntire
Hospital, and the consequences could not but
be fearful, as this Hospital was open to patients

! from all parts of the country---so that the dis-
i ease might ensily be spread from one end of the
iProvince to the other. But the evil did not
! stop here. It also assumed another shape. He
!had been credibly informed that the breaking
out of the small pox in Yorkrille, the place
where he resided was solely attributable to the
fact, that a body infested with the disease had
been taken tothe dissecting room in that place
and operated npon. Such conduct could not be
too highly censured---as no part of the country
was sufe as long as such conduct might be prac-
tised. Another circumstance he would men-
tion, which had been published in the public
journals----namely, that a criminal, in the
Gaol of Toronto, was actually sent without the
authority of the Hospital Commissioners, to the
Hospital in Toronto, where, as he had before
stated there were no separate Wards for such
practice.  In consequence, he belicved that
one of the inmates took the disease and died.
He did not wish to say anything against the
Medical Superintendent of the Gaol, who was a
talented and experienced gentleman--but he must
protest against the continuance of the present
systepi. He thought that he had said enough to
show that immediate action should be taken.
His principal object was to find what had
be:n done under the Act of 1858, in order that
an opportunity might be afforded of striking a
Committee of the House, to sce and determine
why the example set in England should not be
followed here. He knew thata strong prejudice
existed in the minds of the people against vac-
cination—but such prejudices should not be
tolerated when they jarred with the public in-
terest. Also, proper places—especially in cities
should be provided for. the treatment of this
disease.  With these remarks he begged to
move for the address.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET bhad no objection
to the address.

Sir E. P. TACHE said that his Hon. friend
desired the thanks of the'House for bringing up
the subject. Having bad twenty-seven years
of constant practice he could speak from expe-
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rience. Some thirty or thirty-five years ago
he was in hopes that this terrible scourge had
been entirely banished from our land. The
people were glad to have their children vaccin-
ated ; and during the period of his practice few
cases occurred. But when the cholera. came
the people became disheartened. They said
that Providence has sent another scourge to
take the place of the Small Pox—and they
ceased to have their children vaccinated. He
could bear testimony to the fact from his own
experience—that vaccination had not only
closed to be made usc of—but the people exhi-
bited the greatest disinclination towards it,
and consequently the disease spread, and proved
fatal—and the medical men from the country
parts had to send to Quebec for the vaccine
matter, but in some cases they could not get it.
However he could not go so far as his Hon.
friend proposed in making the offence he spoke
of a criminal offence. It was not in the power

of the House tu keep the small pox or the chol-’

era away, But he thought that some measure
should be passed to enquire thorougnly into the
matter, and see if some means could not be
adopted to prevent the ravages of this dreadful
disease—and he hoped that the proposed Com-
mittee would be able to effect that object.

. Hon. Mr. ALLAN, coming from Toronto,
could not forbear from adding his testimony to
what had fallen from his Hon. friend (Hon. Mr.
DebBlaquiére) e had gone much among the
common people—among whom this .disease
‘generally originated and. committed its worst
ravages—and he could testify that a great re-
luctance to Vaccination existed—a fact which
showed the necessity of establishing some com-
pulsory measure on the subject. The poor
people were prejudiced against it, and seemed
to think that there was no use in Vaccination,
and consequently they did not adopt it. And
sometimes this dreadful disease would begin at
the head of a street and go down to the bottom,
visiting évery house. e hoped that the Com-
mittee would be struck.

Hon Mr. LATERRIERE, pre‘su.ming that the-

hon. gentleman who moved for this Address
weas to ascertain what had been the effect of the
law of 1858, providing for the extension of the
. practice of vaceination, would not oppose the
motion, but he cpnceived there was no necessity
for further legiskation on the subject; and that
any law which would render vaccination im-
perative, would be considered vexatious. At
present, every possible precaution was taken,
in Lower (’anada akleast, against the introduc-
tion of contagious discase; there was am in-
spection of all persons arriving in the Province,
~ first at the Gross [sle Quarantine establishment,
and afierwards by the Health Officer at Quebec,
and the Marine lospital in this city was open
for the reception of the infected. Hedid not see
that the appointment of additional medical men
to encourage or enforce vaccination, was called
for, any more than the appointmentto extra Cus-
tom House Officers, to increase the revenue. The
Legislature,with the act of 1858 upon the Statues

Book, should rely upon the feelings of humanity
of every inhabitant in the country, and the love

which every parent’had for their offspring, to do

what was necessary. He had no doubt the ex-
isting Jaw was amply sufficient to secure the

desirable object which the Hon. mover had in

view, and that any compulsory enactment would
be considered oppressive, and would not lead to”
the extension of the practice of vaccination.

Sir E. P. TACHE assured the Hon. gentleman
who had just spoken, that, on the south shore of
the St. Lawrence, which was far more populous
than the north, where he (Hon. Mr. Laterriere)
resided, the heads of families exhibited the
greatest apathy on the subject of vaccination.
If a Cowmmittee were appointed, -medical men
would prove, thit in Quebec, as elsewhere, there
was great negligence in reference to this matter.

Hon. Mr. TESSIER said that in the counties
of Gaspé and Bonaventure, small-pox had raged
to an alarming extent very recently, and the
want of -medical practitioners and of vaccine
matter was severely felt. The inhabitants of
that district, though few in number, came in
contact, in the course of their business, with
people from nearly every other part of the coun-
try, and unless a law were passed rendering vac-
cination.compulsory, not only would they suffer,
but the infection would be communicated and
spread throughout the Province. These who,
irrespective of legislative enactment, had vacci-
nation practised, and wished to preserve them-
selves and families from this loathsome disease,
could not complain that their less careful neigh-
bors were forced to do, by legal interposition,
what they gladly did of their own accord. He
thought there should be some provision asto
furnishing vaccine matter to persons in distant
country parts. In the County of Bonaventure
there were only two medical practitioners for a
distance of ninety miles, and he considered that
if a system of compulsory vaccination were
adopted, means should also be taken to render
it feasible, by supplying matter to persons such
as those who resided in that district.

Hon. Mr. LATERRIERE stated that, whatever
night have been the case thirty yearsago, when
there was only onc. legally qualified medical
practitioner between Kamouraska and Lotbi-
niere, there need not now be any great appre-
hension of small-pox spreading in Lower Canada,
for there were two or three doctors in every
parish, where applicants might receive vaccina-
tion. He believed self-preservation, the first
law of nature, was more likely to make people
guard against disease than anything the Legis-
Iature could do.

The motion for the Address was then put and

carried.
CORONERS.

Hon. 3Mr. CHRISTIE rose to enquire whether
the Ministry have instituted or intend to institute
an investigation into the conduct of Gabriel
Balfonr, one of the Coroners for the County of
Brant, in connection with the inquest which he
held in the case of the fire which occurred re-
cently in the establishment of Ganson, Water-
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ous & Co., in the Town of Brant. He would
8130 mention two other cases that came under
his notice, and which he thought also demanded
an enquiry. One of them was that of'a respect-
able farmer who accidentally poisoned himself,—
but on the application of prompt remedies by a
medical man, recovered so far as to be able to
go out. On going out, however, he canght cold
and died. These facts were known to the whole
neighborhood---yet the coroner put off the in-
quest until the friends and relatives of the de-
ceased were on the point of following him to the
tomb, when he suddenly came, stayed the fune-
ral; and actually swore in a jury of the friends
and relatives present to hold the inquest. The
other, was that of a farmer, accidentally killed
by a thrashing machine, on which the Coroner
intruded himself upon the agony of the de-
ceased man’s relatives and held the inquest.
These were both cases of great grievance, as
also was the one, thesubject of the enquiry, and
he had no doubt but that the Government would
see justice done. -

Hon. Mr, VANKOUGHNET thought that in
the last case, the Coroner was bound by law to
hold the .inquest---but not in the manner he
seemed to have donme. However, he had not
heard of either case until now, and therefore
could not pronounce on them. With regard to
the subject of the enquiry, he begged to say that
the Government had nlready instituted aninvesti-
gation hito it~—though what ulterior steps would
be taken he was not prepared to say. It might
however, result in the issuing of a commission.
No doubt, if the other cases had been reported
they would have becn similarly dealt with.

MUNICIPAL RESTRAINT BILL.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER moved the second
reading of the Act to restrain Municipalities
from issuing debentures beyond a certain
amount. The Hon. gentleman stated that this
Bill applied to Upper Canada, solely. It had
been passed through the Legislative Council
last session, but it wasthrown out in the Legis-
lative Assembly. There was not a single mem-
ber from the western section of the Province
who did not feel the unfortunate effects of the
present system of issuing debentures; and while
saying this, he would nothesitate to give credit
for the great good which such institutions had
effected in promoting business and furthering
the interests of the people in many ways, both
in cities and towns. But at the same time, facts
showed that it was most unwise to give Munici-
palities unlimited power to get into debt; since
the natural result of such a power was that our
counties and towns, and cities had become in-
volved to a serious amount, which would also
prove & serious drawback to - their future im-
provement. It was euough to frighten any one
from coming and settling in the Province, to
see the enormous amount of taxation which the
people had to pay. And this burthen fell on all
classes of the people, especially on those classes
"who were least able to bear them—mechanics
and laborers, many of whom, to hisown ex-
perience, had declared themselves unable to

pay the taxes. It was curious to watch the
manner in which small Municipalities got
into debt. Some men who had some money
to make out of the people, came to a Muni-
cipality and agitated .the starting of & Rail-
road, and got the Municipality to advance the
money, and too often, when the money was spent,
the Railroad constructed, and the Municipality in
debt, it turned out thatthe Railroad wis notworth
anything, and thatthe people would have been
better oft without it. In another place. the cir-
cumstances of which came under his notice, so
little did the people attend to the municipal ac-
counts,that there were £5,000 gone which could
not be accounted for, and the same Municipal-
ity was indebted to the sum of £37,000. In
another place the people had been saddled with

‘a debt of £10,000 against their own ex-
pressed  wish. A force of police was
actually brought from London to - bawri-

cade the School House, while the obnoxi~
ous by-Iaw to expend the money was passed. If
Hon. Gentlemen would take the trouble to en-
quire, they would find that many of our leading
cities were in 1 most alarming state from the
same recklss expenditure. It was unnecessary
to mention places. He would like to know why
this bill was thrown out of the Lower House last
session. It was well known that there were
many places preparing to follow the example set
themn, and to plunge into debt, and he urged the
passing of this bill. The first section
of the bill - provided that no debt should
be incurred whereby the liabilties of any
city, town, or village would be made to
exceed one half of the assessed yearly value of
the rateable property within'its limits, on the
average of ‘the last three years, and calculating
the' yearly value at the rate of six per cent on
the actual value of suclf property. The second
section provided that mo Council of a County
or Township should contract any debt whereby
its liabilities should be made to exceed three
per cent on the assessed actual value of the
rateable property within its limits. He begged
to move the second reading.

* Hon. Mr. MACDONALD seconded the motion.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL wished to inform the
Hon. gentlemen present from Lower Canada
that the picture which his Hon. friend (Hon.
Mr. Alexander) had drawn, was not applicable
to the entire part of Upper Canada. He could
vouch for the central part of the Province,
Kingston and its ncighborhood, that it was not
alarmingly in debt or likely to be so.

Hon. Mr. CRAWFORD testified to the same
effect. Hisown connty Jyas not indebted, and
his town had only 2 tax of 1s. in the pound.
It occurred to him- as an unfortunate matter
that those who were in the habit of voting
those by-laws, to raise money, paid the least
portion of the taxes. ) )

Hon.Col. PRINCE thoughtthatif municipalities
could be restrained from dabbling in politics
as well as from issuing debentures, that it would
be all the better, He concurred in the Bill.
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The Bill was then read & second time and
referred to a special committee composed of the
Hon. Messrs. Vankoughnet, Ferguson, DeBla-
quiere, Mills, Crawford, Campbell, Christie, and
the mover.

COASTING TRADE.

Hon. Mr. DeBLAQUIERE moved, in accord-
ance with what had fallen from*the IHon. Com-
missioner of Crown Lands, that an humble Ad-
dress be presented to His Excellency the Gov-
ernor General, praying for a copy of the de-
spatch received from the Imperial Government
respecting its refusal to pass the Colonial Bill
of last session, touching the Coasting Trade.
Carried. . :

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Thursdeuy, March 8, 1860.

Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair at three
o'clock. .
BILL INTRODUCED AND READ A FIRST

TIME.

BiuL for the better sccuring and protection of
the rights of badleurs drfonds, in casc of ex-
change.—Hon. M. Sicotte.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

Hon. Attorney General CARTIER mnioved,
seconded Ly Hon. Attorney General MAC-
DONALD, the ‘adoption of the report of the
Special Committee appointed to prepare and re-
port lists of members to compose the Select
Standing Committees ' ordered by the House.
The report was as follows :—

1st. On Priviteges and FElections.—~Hon. Mr;
Attorney General Macdonald,- Hon. Messienrs
Sherwood, Sicotte, Drummond, Terrill, J. S.
Macdonald, Lemiecux, Dorion, Mowat, and Cam-
eron; Messieurs Turcotte, Laberge. Dufresne,
Cheapais, Benjamin, Wilson, W. F. Powell,

Ouimet,Fournier, Simpson,Notman, and Macbeth.

2nd. On Expiring Laws—Hon. Mr. Loranger,
Messicurs Dunbar Ross, Burcau, Tett, Biggar,
Carling, Munro, Sincepnes, Bourassa, Dionne,
Cook, James Ross, McGee, Dorland, Hébert,
Tassé, Pope, Laporte, Heath, Hogan, Caron, Fin-
layson, and Harcourt,

3rd. On Miscellancous Private Bills.—Hon.
Messieurs Dorion, Sherwood, Lemieux, Loranger,
Mowat, and Foley ; Messieurs Laberge, Dunbar
Ross, Carling, Gill, Wright, Robinson, McKellar,
Webb, Notman, Ouimet, Piché, Archambault,
William Scott, Wallbridge, Dunkin, R. W. Scott,
Lacoste, Heath, Wilson, and Connor.
. _4th. On Railways, Canals, and Teclegraph
Lines.—Hon. Messieurs Attorney General Car-
tier, Attorney General Macdonald, Sidney Smith,
J. 8. Macdonald, Lemieuk, Brown, Cauchon,
Dorion, Harwood, Foley,and Cameron ; Messieurs
Foster, Connor, Morrison, Bellingham, Bureau,
MacLeod, Dubord, Baby, Burton, W, F. Powell,
McMicken, Dunkin, Buchanan, Ferres, D. A.

‘Messicurs . Benjamin,

Macdonald, Walker Powell, Daly, Turcotle,
Macbeth, and Meagher.

5th.  On Standing Orders.—Hon. Mr. Merritt ;
Messieurs Turcotte, Connor, Short, Coutlée,
Walker Powell, Labelle, Burwell, Daoust, Papi-
neau, Playfair, White, Cimon, Whitney, Loux,
Rymal, Gaudet, Pope, Howland, Aikins, Beau-
bien, Dawson, and McCann.

6th. On Printing.—Hon. Mr. Thibaudeau ;
Fortier, Bell, Chapais,
Simpson, Beaubien, Patrick, Ferres, and Clark.

Tth. On Contingencies.—Hon. Messicurs Si-

cotte, Loranger, and Thibaudeau: Messicurs
Jobin, Campbell, Benjamin, Ferguson, Tett,
Desaunlniers, Panet, Gould, D. A. Macdonald,
Langevin, Roblin, McGee, Holmes, 4. P.
McDonald, Laframboise, LeBoutillier, Sincennes,
Somerville, Stirton, Gowan, Talbot, Price,
Daoust, James Ross, and McMicken.

8th. On Public Accounts.—Hon. Messieurs
Galt, Foley, and Cayley; Messieurs Turcotte,
Morrison, Simard, Chapais, Ferres, Starnes,
Buchanan, Campbell, Mattice, Dunkin, Howland,
John Cameron, White, Jobin,” LeBoutillier, and
McDougall.

Hon. Mr. FOLEY seconded by Hon, Mr. MOWAT
moved in amendment, that the: the name of the
Hon. George Brownbe added to the Standing Com-
mittee on Public Accounts. He considered that
great injustice had been done to the Opposition
side of the House and to the country, in the
omission of their leader’s name in the selection
of that Committee. He hoped it was superfluous
to give his reasons, and trusted that the judge-
ment of Ilon. members on both sides would con~
vince them of the propriety of supporting his

amendment.

Hou. Attorney-General CARTIER had no de-
sire of re-producing the discussion on this point
that had taken place last year. The Govern
ment had not thought proper to place the Hon.
member for Toronto on the Committee, but
had not intended to manifest & want of respect
for that gentleman. There was no ground for
the charge of injustice to the Opposition. How-

ever it might be with Upper Canada, the Oppo-

sition of Lower Lanada was represented in that
Committee beyond its proportion in the House.
He supposed that the Hon. member for Water-
loo wished to make it appear that the Hon. mem-
ber for Toronto was made a victimto the tyran-
ny of the Ministry. That was not the case; the
Government had not deemed it appropriate or
necessary to place him on the Committee, and
he hoped the supporters of the Government
would negative the motion of the Hon. member
for Waterloo. . )

‘Hon. Mr. SICOTTE thought that if the eighty-
fourth rule of the House was observed, the Com-
mittee must remain as it had been appointed by
the Special Committece. The object of that rule
was expressly to prevent such discussion as the
present. But it was provided that if two mem-
bers objected to the appointments, the whole
matter was then to be left to the decision of the
House.
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Mr. SPEAKER said the House was asked
simply to confirm the report of the Committee—
a case to which the cighty-fourth rule did not
apply.

Hon. Mr.FOLEY remarked an incoasistency in
the remarks of the Hon. Attorney General West,
who, after declaring the Committee to be a selec-
tion of Hon. gentlemen of both sides, and there-
fore independent of the Government, concluded
by hopingthat the supporters of the Government
would sustain the Committee as it was. Now,
it would have been more consistent to have said
that, if the House wished to add one gentleman
to the Committee, the Government would allow
the House to chose for itself. The Hon. member
for Toronto was as thoroughly familiar:with the
public accounts, and as well able to discharge
the duties required as any gentleman in the
House, und, as the leader of a large party, why
should he be left out? He was oue of the first
niembers named to selectthe Special Committee,
and with what propriety could he be declared
unfit to sit upon that Committee? Instead of
tending to degrade the Hon. member for Toronto,
such a course as that pursued would elevate him
in the opinion of the country. (Hear, hear.)
Such petty despotism would recoil upon those
who resorted to it. In view of the ability and
the position, and the rights of the Hon. member
for Toronto, the Opposition would exert them-
selves to the utmost that he might be placed
on that Committec. .

Mr. GOWAN said, being of ncither party, he
spoke impartially when he expressed his opinion
that, as the Hon. member for Toronto had been re-
jected, there shounld be no attempt made to force
him upon the Committee, as it would oblige the
Government to reject the whole of those already
appointed. He would therefore vote against the
motion.

Mr. PATRICK thought the reason why the
Hon. member for Toronto was omitted was,
because he understood the financial affairs of
the Province too well. (Hear, hear.) He might
be troublesome—(Laughter)—and was therefore
excluded from the Committee, He would vote
for the amendment.

Mr. J. CAMERON said the number of the
Committee wus sufficient. An addition would
be superfluous. :

Hon. Mr. FOLEY would cheerfully resign his
seat to make room for his Hon. friend from
Toronto. :

Hon. J. 8. MACDONALD believed the House
had the power in some degree to regulate these
matters, and the Opposition party had the right
to demand a proper respect for their leader,
who understood more of financial affairs than
all the House put together, excepting the Hon.
Minister of Finance himself. If the Govern-
ment excluded the Hon. member for Toronto, it
would ngturally raise a suspicion that there
were some things that had better not be too
closely examined. He should be pleased to
see his Hon. friend placed on the Committee.

Major CAMPBELL deeply regretted the course
the Government thought to pursue on this ocea-

sion. (Hear, hear.) The Hon. member for
Toronto ought not to be refused a place on the
Committee unless some plausible reasons were
assigned for such an action. Nothing was of
more importance than to have a thorough ex-
amination into the public accounts. (Hear,
hear.) He was surprised that the Government
did not take cvery means to facilitate such an
examination, even to the extent of allowing the
leader of the Opposition party a seat on the
Committee. .

Mr. MOWAT. had heard but one reason for
objecting to the motion of the Hon. member for
Waterloo, and that was that as the House had
indirectly appointed the Committce it was there-
fore bound to adopt its report. Sucha rule was
never observed. The Hon. members for York
and North Leeds had both acknowledged the
ability of the Hon. member for Toronto, and
could not justify themselves if they voted
against him. Those who had most carefully
unvestigated financial matters were the best
entitled to serve on the Committee on public ac-
counts, and it was an outrage that personal feel-
ing should be allowed to exclude them. Such
injustice tended to increasc the feelings of ani-
mosity between the Canadas, and would not be
submitted to. It was on account of such treat-
ment that they heard opinions expressed about
the desirability of a separation of the Provinces.
He should vote for the amendment, and believed
that any member of the Opposition, on that Com~

‘mittee, was ready to resign his place if necessary,

to make room for the Hon. member for Toronto,

Mr. DUBORD said the Government was sure
to exclude from the Committee any gentleman
who made himself too prominent in its proceed-
ings, He understood perfectly, from experience,
why Mr. Brown was excluded (Laughter.) He
should vote for the amendment.

Hon. Mr. DORION asserted that any one who
made himself prominent as a member of the
Public Accounts Committee, was sure to be
struck off, at the suggestion of the Government,
—a course at once unfair, tyrannous, and un-
wise. -

Hon. Mr. THIBAUDEAU regretted that the
Hon. member for Toronto had been struck off
the Public Accounts Committee last year and
now, but in excluding the Hon. member for
Quebec, (Mr. Dubord,) who had taken advantage
of his position there to induige a malignant,
personal spite against Mr. Baby, whom he had
sworn he would ruin, they had only done what

 they ought to. do—that was, supposing they had

exercised their influence to exclude him. Mr.
Baby was & man who was just and cquitable, al-
ways inclined to do the right thing, and yet the
Hon. member for Quebee lost no opportunity of
maligning him, as he had done Mr. ‘Chabot.
Private hatred was Mr. Dubord’s ruling motive
in this—Dhe said it on "his full responsibility in
and out of the House. Mr. Dubord, moreover,
had a similar vengeance in view, when he sup-
ported, last session, & Government in whom he
had no confidence, and, by voting in favour of
Ottawa committed treason agninst the city of
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Quebee.  (Hear)) He ghen alluded to a bill
whieh ihe Hon. member had endeavered to have
introduced, in order that in the case of a Mr.
Hafmann, he might save his pocket from loss.

Mr, SPEAKER—The Hon. gentleman must
coniine himself to the motion, not diseuss a bill.

Hon. Mr. THIBAUDEATU said he had expressed
himzelt thus fully to explain why he intended to
vote for the motion of the Hon. member for
iaterloo, while he would vote against another
swhieh he understood was to be introduced, to
replace on the Committee the Hon. member for
: the city of Quebec.

Mr. DUBORD wished to say, as to the bill al-
luded to. that he was not a party to it, it had
..originated in the Upper House, and passed there
-and  hers unanimously. It was, morecover,
a zood one, and for the interest of Trade. As
-for Mr. Thibaudeau, who was a shining light in
the dark—why, there must be a Marcheldon in
the House. (Laughter.) .

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON had heard Mr. Dubord
gay to an Hon. member of the House, that he
had introduced the bill in question for his own
advautage—-although, of course, he had not ap-
peareil ta move in the matter. '

Mr. D. ROSS said in reference to the bill, that
it was a wood one, and, whether the Hon. mem-
bier fur Quebec had profited by it or not, he
ought not to he hlamed.

Mr, TORCOTTE would not discuss the bill,
hie wounld, however. say that the Ion. memher
tor Quebee had digplayed so much passion and
prejudice last year, as to render it right in his
.opinion, to exclude him from the Committee
now. As tor the Hon. member for Toronte,
they did not object to him because he wus the
leader of the Opposition—there were other lead-
inz wmembers of that party whom they were
happy to see on the Commitiee—but because he
was the enemy of the great majority from Léwer
Lunada. '

ilon. Mr. LORANGER had been one of the
appointing Committee, on which he had voted
for the nomination of the Hon. Mr. Brown, be-
cause hie thought that if, in any place, the vexa~
-tious quarrels between Upper and Lower Cana-
da ought to be excluded, it should be in the
Committees of the House. In Committee, the
majority had come down with lists, and there
had been no difficulty until they got to this Pub-
lic Accounts' Committee, when a motion to add
the Hon.Mr. Brown to the list met withadecided
refusal on the part of the majority---a despotic
act, for which theéy gave no reasons.

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE was ashamed that there
should be, on the part of any Lower Canadian,
any nowillingness to see the Hon. member for
Toronto placed upon any Committee.
not conceive how any one thought the Lower
Canadian language or religion was in danger
" from such an appointment. He was sorry to

see such a disposition to act from caprice. And
such discussions as the present lowered the
character of the House,.which ought not to take
personal dislikes into account. : .

-tion.

He could

Mr. ROBLIN remarked that the Glode had
said the Government were defeated in their at-
temapts to pack the appointing Committee, for
that the House had named the Committee, and
“ a perfectly fair one had been struck.” Yet the
Opposition were now dissatisfied with this ¢ per-
fectly fair Committee’s” Report.

Mr. McGEE said Mr. Brown's specialty lay in
the matters which came before this Committee,
and he ought not to be excluded from it. He
had done good service on that Committee the
first Session of this Parliament,—hadbeenindus-
trious, and regular in his attendance. It was to
be hoped the Government would recede from the
position they had taken.

Mr. A. P. MACDONALD wonld vote for the
motion.  The people of Upper Canada, he
thought. had hegun to disbelicve the statements
made in the Hon. Gentleman’s paper, yet he
ought to have an opportunity—as the leader of
the Opposition—of making the fullest enquiry
into the Public Accounts.

Mr. ROBINSON would vote against the mo-
The Hon. Gentleman had not known how
to respect himself when on that Coramittee be-
fore. He lhad constantly endeavoured to do an
injury to the finances of the Country, and really
had succeeded to a certain extent for a time.

Mr. POPE said_a careful investigation of the
Accounts was what all desired, and no extreme
man ought to be admitted to the Committee. He
would move in nmendment that the name of the
Inspector General be struck off.

Mr. MACDOUG.ALL thought -it would have
better become the junior member for Toronto if
he had refrained from making the observations
which lie had done. It would have been more
satisfactory if he had shown some instance in
which the conduct of the senior member _for To-
ronto had been prejudicial to the financial in-
terests of the country. But he (Mr. McDafigal]
believed that much good had resulted from it.
Had they not the authority of the Minister of
Finance for the statement that, on his [Mr.
Galt's] entering office, he had found the finan-
ces of the country in a most disorganized and
uvnsatizfactory condition ? Then, it had cer-
tainly been an advantage that, in consequenceof
the conduct of the - senior member for Toronto,
the Hon. member for Renfrew had been displaced
by the Hon. member for Sherbrooke as Finance
Minister. .

The amendment to the amendment was then
put, and loston a division.

The House then divided on the amendment,
which was lost. .

Yeas—3Messrs, Dubord. Langevin, Campbell,
Holmes, W. Scott, Sicotte, Loranger, Thibau-
deau, Pope, Lemicux, D. Ross, Patrick, Wilson,
Harcourt, A P. McDonald, Biggar, McDougall,
Piché, Foley, Wallbridge, D. A. McDonald, Mat-
tice, Cook, Stirton, Rymal, Monro, Gould,
Dorion, Mowat, Connor, Aiken, Wealter Powell,
Burwell, Clarke, Somerville, J. S. McDonald,
Notman, Bell, Hébert, Bourassa, Bureau, Wright,
Gorland, White, McGee, Laframboise, Papincaun,
Jobin, J. M. Ross, Finlayson,~50. '~
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Nays—DMessrs. Cartier, J. A. McDonald, S.
Smith, Sherwood, Rose, Galt. Alleyn, Morin,
- Morrizon, Burton, Ferres, Whitner, McBeth,
Simpson, Cayley, Berjamin, Carling, Price,
Lacoste, Fournicr, Dufresne, Dunkin, Turcdtte,
Playfair, Webb, Robbin, McMicken Panet,
Loux. McCann, Baby, Simard, Tett, Heath,
Meagher, John Cameron, Robinson. Tasse, Arch-
ambault, deBoutillicr, Laporte, Daoust, Sincen-
res, Cauchon, Gowan, Fergusson, Beaubien,
Coutleé, Gill, R. Scott, Dionne, Gaudet, La-
belle, Chapais, Cimon, Fortier, W. F. Powell,—
5T, v :
. Mr. FOLEY said his Hon. friend from Toronto
and the Opposition had reason to be proud of
the fact that they had a majority of ten from
Upper Canada on this division.

The original motion was then put and carried.

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES.

Mr. CIMON moved, scconded by Mr. PICHE,
fora Select Committee to takeinto consideration
the Return to an address dated the 21st Febru-
ary, 1859, on the subject of the eraployées in the
different Public Departments, with power to
send, for persous, paper and records, and to make
and prosecute their enquiry concerning all the
public employées, without exception,who receive
a’ remuneration from the Province—notwith-
standing the omission of their names in the Re-
turn to the address of the ahove date, the said
Committee to report from time to time to this
Honorable House. In support of his motion the
Hon. member said that last session he had deem-
ed it iz duty to move for a special Conunittee
to enquire into the number, the salaries, the ori-
gins &c., of the difterent persons employed in
the public service ; the Committee wus grauted,
but it did not close its labours soon enough
to bring in their report, and he would therefore
row move its adoption. The report was unani-
mously concurred in by the Committee which
was composed of three members of French ori-
gin and.three of English, The committee in
the course of investigations. ascertained that,
until the present Parliament, the recommendi-
tions of the Clerk of the Housc had always been
acceeded to in the appointment of offices, and
that the present Speaker was the only one who
had made such appointmeants without consult-
ing him.  The number of persons now employed
in the House was 66, exclusive of messengers, of
whom 40 were British and 26 of French origir,
the latter  speaking  both languages ;
while only seventeen of the former
possessed that qualification. There were eleven
Leads of offices of whom ouly two were of French
origin, including the Chief Messenger, and of the
nine others, five spoke English only. There
were fifty-one permanent officers, and of them
twenty-two were of French origin, receiving
$26,610; and twenty-nine British, receiving
$42,840. The average salaries: of the British
were $1,477.25 cach; that of the French
$1,209.5L; which gave to each man of English
extraction $267.74 more than to the French.
Besides these sixty-six there were twenty-nine

Messengers, ipcluding the Pages, seventcen
being French and twelve English. Here, at
least;y the French Canadians were in 2 majority,
and no doubt this satisfied thosc who had the
remunerstion of these nen, since they thus
showed their animus towards the inferior race.
With these facts in view, the Committee thought
it their duty to recommend that hereatter, as
previous to the assembling of the present Par-
liament, the choice of the cmployés should be
made on the recommendation of the Clerk of the
Mouse, and that in all nominations it should be
imperative that the parties should speak both
Itpguages, and that both racesshould be equally
favgred as well in respect of numbers as of
cmoluments. The Lower Canadians only de-
sired justice, but they found that the Govern-
ment, tensting to their willingness to assist them
in carrying on the public service, had not feared
even in Lower Candda, to appoint & majority of
English speaking persons to employments;
although by the last census there were in this
section of the Province 669,528 inhabitants of
French origin, against 220,733 of British origin.
Contrast this with Upper Canada, where not a
single person of French origin wasso Icmployed,
although there are 26,417 inhabitants’of French
origin.” In the Post Office at Montreal there
were twenty-two clerks, sixteen of whom were
English, receiving $11,560, and six French re-
ceiving' 84,920 ; thus giving $6,640 more to the
British, while the population (by the census)
consisted of 26,020 French, aud 12,494 of all
other origins. At Quebec in the Post Qffice,
there ‘were sixteen Clerks, eight French and
cight English ; the English receiving $7,060, the
French $3,149; giving the English $1,920 more,
and to cach of them $882.50, while the French
got $642.50 cach ; that is, ;5240 more each for
the British. Yet, the population of Quebec
showed 24,506 Frencl, and 6,985 of all other ori-
gins.. Then, in the Post Office Department,
itsclf there were 49 employés, 48 of whom were
English, and 1 French---the British receiving
$46,360, tlie French Canadian, $900, or an aver-
age to the British of $965.86, while the only
French clerk reccives $900. . If the House per-
mits, the Committee will proceed in the same
way through all. the Departments, and it will
probably be difficnlt to_explain why, in the In-
spector General's Department, there is not one
single French Canadian among the 15 clerks.
Perhaps this arises from the belief that they are
not worthy of being entrusted with the know-
ledge of the way in which the money matters of
the Province were administered. It could not
be urged that the French Canadians were inca-
pable of filling such places, asit was an un-
doubted fact, that they were better educated than
those of British origin. In the Department of
Public Works, an important one, there were only
4 French out of 18 employés, but the salaries
had not been furnished to the Committee~-pro-
bably because they were so small---but of course
they will ascertain what they,are. Then as we
are scrutinising, let us sce what the Constitution
of the Ministry itself is. Of 10 Ministers, 2 are
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of French Canadian origin, and 8 British, hence,
no doubt, the preponderance of British interests.
_Why, even the agent of Woods and Forests for
the District of Saguenay gives his licenses in
English only, although few persons there under-
stand that lapguage, and all do the French.
The Custom House Officer at Tadoussac does not
speak French, and his assistant, the Inspector of
Fisheries, hardly understand it, and yet, these
gentlemen have almost exclusively to do with
French speaking people. And to show how
little the feelings of his district were consulted,
he would just say, that when the Inspector of
Fisheries had a suit to bring, he always did so
before Mr. Radford, who had charge of Mr.
Price’s establishment, and who does not speak
French, from which it followed that the judge
and the accuser spoke a language that the ac-
cused did not at all comprehend. In this way
he was left without defence, neither understand-
ing nor being understood, and the first news be
had was, that he was condemned to pay the fine,
and in default of payment, to be imprisoned.
He would put it to the members for Upper Can-
ada. whether, if an Inspector of Fisheries were
appointed who did not understand English, and
who would prosccute them before n magistrate
who only spoke French—the people there would
not raise a cryagainst such an injustice? Never-
theless, such was the state of things here. He
~ hoped then that hoth sections or the House
would render that justice, inthepremises, whieh
was required, and which he was sure the mem-
bers for Upper Canada would insist upon under
such circumstances. In 1848, the Tory party
cried out against French domination which led
some gentlemen in Hamilton, . whom he did not
know to prepare astatement showing how unjust
was the allegation. From that paper it appeared,
that out of 320 persons employed in the Custom’s,
and receiving $114,184, there were only 5 French
Canadians who received $1,880, giving a surplus
to those’ of British origin of $S110,424. There
was then paid in allto persons of British origin
$3537,682.50, while those of French origin
received $80,704.%0, giving a surplus to the
former of $276,978. Among these were not in-
cluded the numerous local public servants of
Upper Canada, all of British origin. Nor was
account taken of the patronage of the Public
Works which amounted to $576,000, whose offi-
cers, were almost cxclusively of British origin.
Whenthis statement wasmade there were 10 min-
isters only4 of whom were French. There were
then also 56 members of the Assembly of British
origin and 28 French. To-day in Lower Canada
there were 44 members of French origin, and 21
British, while the whole 65 of Upper Canada
were British. After the recapitulation of these
facts he thought himself justified in proposing
the adoption of the Report, and in hoping that,
if any opposed it, the minority would only be
composed of an insignificant few who always
favored injustice.  In conclusion he thought
the Clerk of the House should make all the nom-
inations, and that it would only be right. He
did not intend to wound the Speaker in with-

drawing from him tbe privilege he had appro-
priated, for he [Mr. Cimon] could well imagine
the difficulties he expericnced in the choice of
his subordinates, particularly when the great
number of applications was taken into account,
members for Upper Canada themselves had an
interest in preserving to the Lower Canadians
their rights, as the 500 heroes of Chateauguay,
“who tought for those rights, and besides had not
the French Canadians first Colonized the coun-
try? The conquerors of the 7,000 Americans
will not have to blush for the degeneracy of
their descendants if the occasion should ever
compel them to stand ™ for their rights. He did
not wish these remarks to he taken in the light
of threats, but he desired Hon. members would
understand that the French Canadians under-
stood the necessity of supporting each other in
order to maintain their mutual preservation.

SECRET. POLITICO-RELIGIOUS SOCIETIES.

Mr, McGEE moved,—«That in the opinion of
this House, no avowed leader or chief of any ex-
clusive, Secret, Politico-Religious Society, ought
tq be entrusted with the prosecutien of justice
on behalf of the Crown, in this Province.” In
the first place he would say a few words in rela-
tion to the terms in which this Resolution was
couched. There were secret societies which, so
far as he knew, though he could not speak with
any experience, never having been a member of
any secret society, where not exclusively secta-
rian. He had known. for example, very excel-
lent men in the private relations of life ; he had-
also known members of the Church to which he
belongetl, members of the Society of Freemasous,
and some in the Tnited States members of a
Temperance Order. There were Societies which
devoted themselves to works of benevolence and
charity, and held their members together by cer-
tain bonds only intelligible to themselves. But
he had never heard any good reason why these
Benevolent Societiesshould observe this secrecy.
However, this was their own affair ; if they be-
lieved their secrets necessary to preserve their
fraternity and to preserve their objects,it hardly
rested with the community to find fault.  The
Societies, therefore, that were devoted to pur-
poses of benevolence—the Societies that might
be called Reformatory, Societies which were de-
voted to the spread and encouragemeunt of tem-
perance—in so’far as they were not exclusively
Sectarian but admitted into their ranks all
classes of people, no matter what might be their
religious or political opinions ; these Societies
were not included within the terms of his reso-
lution. ‘There were only secret societies of a
peculiar class that could come under the terms
of his Resolution—that was, exclusively secret,
politico-religious societies.—Societics making
up in their objects and"in their ritual, andin the
authority which they pretended to esercise,
both as a religious element and for a political
purpose, bringing in the sanction and the
name of religion in order to give a greater
importance to their politics and to serve

the interests of religion. Of societies of this
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description, he knew but ene in this Province.
That one was sufficiently known in the history
of the Province to be easily traced from its com-
mencement, and it was known from its com-
mencement, not in this Province, but without
it.» There might be othersbut he did not know of
any. But hc bad declared in this House last
session, and he declared again at this moment
that he was not aware of any Secret Politico-
Religious Society existing among the Roman
Catholicsin this country. He hadheard--indeed
he had read a report presented to this Honse---
that there was a lodge among the Roman Catho-
lics existing in ore county,---thc County of Lot-
biniére. He had heard, also, that an Asso-
ciation of young men, who denied, however,
that they were secret or sworn, established in
Toronto after'an emente in the streets in the
month of March, 1858. So far as he knew,
these were the only two specks which he was
aware of in tbe Roman Catholic body, but of
these societies none of his friends had any
personal knowledge. There was, however, in
the City of Montreal, where he resided,---there
was, in some of the adjoiming townships, to be
traced bere and there-—there was to be traced
in some of the adjoining counties, the presence,
nqt of lodges, but of troops of men who acted
urider the auspices of agents sent out from
whatever might be the central authority in Mon-
treal. In the. neighbourhood of Ottawa---the
city to which it was proposed that the Seat of
Government should.be removed---it was well
known that there were nuimbers of lodges, to
which even members of this House- belonged,
and which members it was well known had,
during the. present Parliament, absented.them-
sglves from their Parliamentary duties in order
to head a Grand Lodge in the ‘City of London,
giving the preference of their time and labors
to a sccret organization in preference to their
public duty, and actually afterwards having
the audacity to plead this on the floor of the
House as an excuse for their absence.
The other dany he read in the Kent .4d-
vertiser, a statement to the effect that
propagandists -were going through the country
endeavouring to establish Lodges. As to
the extent of the institution, they might form
some idea from the fact that, nearly 1,100 war-
rants had been issued by the Grand Lodge, giv-
ing at a moderate calculation, some 50,000 or-
ganized men, though he believed they claimed
100,000 men. It was therefore, & matter of great
importance, to know something of this institu-
tion, and the patience of the House would not be
ill employed in devoting an evening to its dis-
cussion-~-to the discussion of the existence and
objgcts of an organization, which had engaged
the attention of two committees of the House of
Commons, in 1835, and which in those days was
the subject of a Special Address to the throne---
and to an inquiry whether it contributed to the
peace, the prosperity and the welfare of the
country, and whether it produced ill-will, feuds,
and litigation. In bringing forward this ques-

tion, he should prove himself a very just histo- |

rian. It was a matter of such grave concern
that personalities were lost sight of in the great-
ness of the,publig interests involved. Thers,
were documents published of the Irish origin of
the society, and he might entertain the House
with a tale of scandal. But these were aside
from the main issue. His argument was that
this was not an institution of Canadian origin
—that -it did not spring up in this country-—

“that it was imported into this country in the

worst spirits. Fortunately, he could give some
of the solemn oaths of the order from its lowest
to its highest degrees. Ithad its origin in the
heart of the country of Armagh, in the Province
of Ulster, Ireland, and the first lodges were Ag-
rarian arising from the dissatisfaction of a dis-
possessed proprietary with the then proprie-
tors of the soil. The Society was found-
el on the 2lst Sept, 1795, after a fac-
tion fight, called after the place where
it took place, the battle of the Diamond.
This has been celebrated as the Marathon and
Thermopyle of the Institution, previousto that
day this Agrarian Society—for the whole of the
landholders, the Earl of Gosford at their head,
denounced it as such. :

- Mr. GOWAN—Do you say they denounced
the Orange Society ?

Mr. McGEE—They did. .

‘Mr. GOWAN—I deny it.

Mr. McGEE—It changed dts name on the day
of the ¢ Victory.” The charters the lodges held.
were called in; the Society remained the same,
but it took the name of Orange, in honor, as it3
members commonly supposed, of the'Prince of
Orange. He (Mr. McGee) had one or two ob-
servations to make on that name and its use.
The Society pretended that they represented the
principles of the Prince of Orange—glorifying
him as the exemplar of their Order. One would
almost have supposed the Order had been found-
ed by him, that Bentinck or some of his Mijnis-
ters, or Burnet, or some of his Divines, who
possessed his confidence, had framed its Con-
stitution. Bnt it was a hundred years from his
time, and further off in degree than in time, that
the real foundation took place. He would now
repeat what, in a lecture delivered in Quebec
many years ago, he had said, that he: honored
the political character of the Prince of Orange ;
that he thought the liberties of England were,
in a great degree, due to that great Statesman
and illustrious Captain. The Prince had many
great and admirable qualities, and the two no-
blest eulogiums cver paid to him, were paid by
two Roman Catholics; one by Bishop Bursaway,
the other by Lord Duncan—both couched in
most glowing terms. If the Prince of Orange
had been alive at the time of the battle of the
Diamond, no man in England would have re-
buked more readily the spirit which led to it.
The Society prided itself on its great antipathy
to Popery. The Prince counted Pope Innocent
XTI, as his most intimate ally. -Roman Catholics
who were ignorant, probably théught the Prince
to be, as he was represented to be, by the
Orangemen of ‘this day. Educated Roman
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Catholics thought otherwise. Were there a cele-
bration to-morrow in honor of what he had done
for liberty, he: (Mr. McGee) would be proud to
attend it. | He believed indeed, that the hand
ot the King had pressed heavily on Ireland, but
he was to be honored for what he had done in
. England, namely, the restoring to the Constitu-
tion the limitation of the Power of the Executive.
Now, as to the selection of the anniversary of
the Society—it celebrated the great baitle
of the Boyne, and in so doing, its animus
was apparent. He should like to  know
where, in any country, any body of men
who professed to be friends to their neighbours,
-bad selccted for celebration the anniversary
of a battle of any of their civil wars? Where,
in England, were there found societies which,
in the days of Henry "VIIL or Elizabeth, cele-,
brated the Battle of Bannet or of Wakeficld, or
of any -other, fought during the Wars of the
Roses? Did we here find, in the anniversary
of the surrender of Quebee, that the French flag
was hauled down and the British hoisted—

although it might be argued that that would be

of no signification, &s nobody now thought the
~ country had suffered through the change of
sovereignty? Well, such being the animus of
the society; he would now allude to the opiniens
entertained of it by men who lived at the timeof
itsorigin. Edmund Burke was the personification
of all that was Conservative in thelast ten years
of the last century, who preserved the British
Constitution during the Gallo-mania .of that
‘dry. After his retivement from public life he
was often consulted by Pitt, who availed him-
sclf of the great powers and facile pen of the
great statesman.  Now Burke, in a letter to
Pitt, published on the 18th January, 1796—n
few months after the society had sprung into
existence—spoke of it in terms almost of
alarm.  Lord Gosford, too, denounced it, and
had stated that seven thousand Catholic fami-
- lies had been driven in the course of a few
-months from that one County of Armagh, by that
organization in the 1st year of its existence.
Similar accounts of outrages were to be found
in the Memoirs of Grattan. Petitions were pre-
sented in the Irish House of Commons in 1779,
for the prevention of the lawless and violent de-
. predations of mohs forined by members of that
-secret society. Time would not allow him to
detail the various distressing events of that
period, but several interesting reports on the
subject could be found in the Edinburgh Review
for January, 1836. One remarkable fact in its
history,was the rapid spread of the society from
an-obscure County of Ircland, over.the whole
-country, into England and among her sailors
_and soldiers to almost every part of the world
in which they were stationed, where there were
men enough to form a lodge, extending thus
to theshoresof the Mediterranein, to Naples and
even to Rome. They had a thorough organiza-
tion and employed as agents, persons of no
mean rank whose commission was to establish
lodges wherever it was possible. Among the
persons thus employed were Col. Fairman and

Mr. Haywood, of Sheffield, and holding a high
office in the Society at that time was the Duke of
Cumberland. The Society at that time boasted
of its loyalty, yet it would have preferred the
Duke of Cumberland -to her present (Gracious
Majesty, and would rather have had Ireland with
a separate Government, a kingdom by herself.
Of the effect of this large society, it was remark-
ed by Emmet that wherever the Orange system
was introduced the number of United Irishmen
increased ten-fold. Mr. McGee here observed
that he was sorry to see the Ministerial benches
almost wholly deserted.but he could assure Hon,
gentlemen that, whether of interest to them or
not, the subject was of very great interest to &
large portion of the country. After the year
1800, the next great event in the history of the
Society of Orangemen was the Parlinmentary
Enquiricsin 1835, For the present purpose the
most interesting eventwas the introduction ofthe
Orange Society to Canada. The first record of
its advent wag in 1829, when James Anderson
a sergeant in\: 66th regiment was known to -
have been in communication with the Secretary
of the Society in Ireland. In the year 1832, a
Mr. Gowan, for some time supposed to have
been the first Orangeman in Canada, applied to
the Grand Lodge of Ireland requesting his own
appointment as Grand Master of the Society in
Canada. Well, how was his application re-
ceived ? This would be seen by a Report of the
Grand Lodge, printed at Toronto in 1853, in
which the reasons for such rejection were fully
stated. It is enough that he was rejected. He.
alluded to these papers to show that the Order
existed there in 1832, and that it was then con-
templated to give it, it appears, a more extengive
spread. He had no desire to intrude inio the
personal disputes which shortly after arose in
the camp, nor to the struggle between MNr.
Gowan and another gentlemern for supremacy.
He had traced the use and progress of the Order
in Ireland, and its introduction into Canada
from Ireland, for it was quite clear that the first
lodge was affiliated to the Institution in that
country. His first arguraent wag that the Order
was not Canadian, nor of Canadian growth, and
was it fair that a pottion of the emigrants from
Ireland should use their first efforts on arrival
in introducing and perpetuating the feuds which
had disturbed the country whence they came.
He was glad to know that many of them did
leave such feelings behind them, and for his part,
ever since he had set his foot in Canada, he had
never by word of mouth, or by any thing that had
followed his pen, aided in keeping them slive.
He had always spoken of the country as a whole,
and exborted his fellow coitntry-men to get rid
of their prejudices, and to cultivate peace and
good will, The first experience that Cana-
da had had of the Order, was said to
have been in 1838, and he understood that it
glorified itself in having put it down, but
this was not correct, for he found that
Chief Justice Robinson had- shortly after pub-
lished a pamphlet in London, in which hestated
that the Roman Catholics of Upper Canrda bad,



March 8, 1860.]

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

11

throughout the Rebellion, remained loyal to the
Crown, so their exclusive loyalty was not the
prerogative of Orangemen, and therefore he did
not see that, in order to make men loyal, they
needed to be sworn and decorated, and tied with
cords, and have W. W, inseribed on their gar-
ments. He understood that these mystic letters
were employed in making a Knight of the Pur-
ple---perhaps they meant Knight of Whiskey
and Water. During the rebellion Lord Glenelg,
then Secretary for the Colonies, transmitted a
Despatch to Sir Francis Bond Head, the then
Lieut.-Governor of Upper Canada, on the sub-
ject of Orangeism, in which he said that, while
in the parent country the Government were en-
deavoring to allay the evils created by religious
differences, he wassorry tofind that some of the
Representatives of the Crown in the dependen-
cies of the Empire were acting in & way ecalcul-
ated toincrease them, and, without supposing
that be (Sir F. B. H.) had erred in this way, he
was cautioned so to act as pot to lay himself
open to blame in this respect. In consequence
of this communication a question was submitted
to the law officers of .the Crown, whether cer-
tain proceedings of the Orange body were not il-
legal. The lawyers gave it as their opinion that
processions were contrary to law, and might be
suppressed. Such were the well known and
gettled views of the Imperial Governmenton this
subject, and the Governor had addressed a cir-
cular to the Magistrates in the District of Bath-
urst, enclosing these opinions. On the 24th
June, 1839, Sir George Arthur had also address-
ed to the Magistrates a letter in which he spoke
slightingly of the Order and reminded them of
" the dismissals which had taken place in the
Mother Country on account of connection with
Orangeism. The letter went on to say that the
Institution had originated in circumstances
that had passed away, and expressing surprise
that any real lovers of the country should coun-
tenance or encourage it. He had now quoted
the opinions of high and distinguished person-
ages in Great Britain and the Province, and he
would now give the opinions of the Times, the
great leading paper of England, the Saturday
Press, the organ of Lord Derby, and the Dublin
Fxpress—all papers exercising g large influence.
[Mr. McGee herc read extracts to show that
these papers considered it was wrong to place
Orangemen on the Bench, and that the influence
of the Order was injnrious to public peace and
order) Was it rightthen, he would ask, for the Go-
. vernment in Canada to entrust the. business of
the Crown to a member of such a society.”
So much for the past; he now came to the pres-
ent organization of the order in Canada, and
wished to prove that, in the words of his resolu-
tion, the society wasan Exclusive Secret Politico-
Religious one.” How was it that the by-laws
were not to be hought anywhere for a reason-
able sum, and that he was obliged to the
kindness of a. friend, for the book he held in his
hand ¥ Form and Ritual of the Royal Scarlet
Order” printed by Alex. Jacques, ~ printer to
to the G. L. 8. 0. B.N. A. '-—-and other letters.

(Laughter.) Thatwasitselfan argument as to its
secret nature, of which theé Hon. Attorney Gen-
eral East, last year, said there was no evidence
before the House. Well, tbe Book said, ¢ the
candidate shall be introduced by two bretheren,
each carrying an Qrange rod, &c.,” then follow-
ed some phrases of Scripture—and all the texts
contained some allusion to blood--—blood
was in them the leading idea. What
had drawn swords to do with a peaceful institu-
tion? He could understand, if it were a be- -
nevolent society, how words from Scripture in-
culcating love might be used, although, indeed,
the Church to which hie belonged did not allow
the sacred words of the Bible to be used except
on the most holy occasions, not even when
people et together for prayer, without direction.
And now for the oath: A. B., the candidate,
swore allegiance to Her Majesty, as long as she
should maintain the..Protestant religion—that
was, of course, the Protestantism of the Church
of England, since, undoubtedly, under the Act
of Succession, Her Majesty would lose her right
to the Throne if she became Presbyterian or
Uritarian, or joined any other than the Church
of the State, there ;—and, thank- God, we had no
State Church here. This part of the oath limited
the loyalty of the members of the Order toa
degree less than even his, for he held that no
change in the private opinions of the Head of
the State, nothing short of irremediable tyraany,
could justify the denial of allegiance. The next
part was, “Iswear that I am not and never will
be a Roman Catholic.” Such an oath, which
he could not consider binding, was directly op-
posed even to the Protestant principle of liberty
of private opinion. If a Catholic were to swear
that he never would become a Protestant, how
foolish would he be thought, to assert that it

‘was impossible a change in his opinions ever

would occur! Lastly, the oath ran—and thig
was the obligation to sccrecy—*1 swear that I
will conceal and never reveal, &c., so help me
God, and keep me steadfast in this my Orange-
mans’ obligation.” .

Hon. Mr. FOLEY—Amen. (Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. McGEE would absolve his Hon.
friend from any intention of making a jest of
sacred things, since they almost lost their char-
acter by their association with this institution.
An oath was the hond which kept society to-
gether ; but to what base uses-was it here put?
The oath of an orangeman. was but an engine
of despotism; by it a man laid down his liberty,
and sacrificed the right of private judgment of
which those who belonged to the Order were so
often heard to boast. Coming to the Scarlet
Order, he procecded to read a description of the
ceremony of initiation, at which, it would ap-
pear the candidate was obliged to kneel while
taking the obligation, on one kneo bare. Funcy
tbat fastidious gentleman the Hon. J. H. Camer-
on in-this position, with his trowsers up. (A
laugh.)” He wondered whether the Postmaster
General went on his bare knee when initiated,
if so, he, doubtless, would have given- anything
to have had one of his mail bags, or éven a copy
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of the Globe under him. (Laughter.) He called | have the effect of leading to the establishment
the attention of the Houseto the fact that not} of counter-associntions---a thing which would

only the Grand Master, of the Orangemen, | be very muchdeplored, as the evil would thereby
Mr. J. H. Cameron, was employed by the Gov-| be increased and perpetuated. He did not wish
ernment as Crown Prosecutor, but that all the| to see any legislation on the subject’; he relied
County Attorneys recently appointed in Upper . on the operating of public opinion, rather than
Canada, are officers or members of this mysteri-;‘ on penal enactments, for the suppression of the

ous society.

Hon. Atty. Gen. MACDONALD.---That is not
the case; itis simply false.

Hon. Mr. FOLEY.---Is not Mr. Dempsey an
Orangeman ? )

Mr. GUWAN named two County Attorneys
who were Catholics, and asked the Hon. mem-
ber for Montreal to go on naming the Orange-
men. and he would name the Catholics who had
been stppointed to the officein question.

Mr. McGEE submitted he bhad proved from its
past character, as well as the documents pub-

- lished by the Order that the Orange Association
was an Exclusive Secret Politico Religious Soci-
ety. Asto its acting in elections, every one
knew that it often times influenced them not
only powerfully but unexpectedly, and visi-
ted with severe pains and penaltics, those
who did not vote as they were directed, . Was
it not the case that at the North Wentworth
election, men were brought from another County
who presented any but the candidate favoured
by the order, from being heard. He might
instance an outrage on liberty of speech
by Orangemen, in relation to. himself, but he
would not further refer to it, than Dy saying
the persons concerned came from a distance,
men under distinct commands, and went away
when they had accomplished their purpose. Did
not Orangemen also impulsively interfere
in the administration of justice? At the trial of
the Orangeman Miller, for the murder of Farrell
at Guelpl, was not Chief Justice Robinson obli-
ged to suay there was a mysterious influence at
work? The Orangemen also paraded through
the country armed with flags and banners,
and were styled, on account of certain doings at
Arthur, ‘“the regulators.” Yes, 1,2000f them
armed, caused 200 poor Catholicsto flee from the
village, and for this valiant act they were called
the regulators by the Toronto Patriot, a paper
published on types, the first of which was paid
by the Government, for it was well known that
journal was but an _cvening edition of
the Leader, with a few paragraphs added
of information interesting to the Brethren. The
Hon. gentleman concluded by saying that was
a dangerous system which allowed the criminal
justice, in most important parts of Upper Cana-
da, to be administered by a man who held the
office of Grand Master of the Orangemen. His
obligations to the order—-an o6rder which he had
shown excluded from its ranks, not only Roman
Catholics, but large classes of Protestants—must
so shake public confidence in him, as to render
him & very unfit person for such a position. He
very much feared that the encouragement given
to the Society by persons in high places, would

1 evil, and if legislation were proposed, he would
| be the first to vote against it.
Mr. GOWAN said the Hon. gentleman who
i had. just addressed the House, had closed his
observations by reminding them of his great in-
' fluence, and the worthy and peaceable manner
in which it had always been his pleasure to ex-
ercise it. He (Mr. McGee) was in the habit of
keeping the House constantly aware of his ex-
traordinary power, and had, on a late occasion,
told them he was the leader of three hundred
thousand men.

Mr. McGEE—No! The Hon. gentleman had
misunderstood him. He denied having made
such a statement. :

Mr. GOWAN suid that, as the Hon. member
denied having said so, he would abstain from
further remarks upon it,—but whether he (Mr.
McGee) had a great influence or not, even his
friends would agree that, at the very opening ot
this Session, he had made a very injudicious
speech--so injudicious, that it had been supposed
the Hon. member must, at the time, have been
under the influence of the contents of some my-
sterions W. 'W. bowl. (Laughter.) And if he had
then shown indiscretion in his speech, he had
now made a most injudicious motion. He (Mr.
Gowan) was pleased that he had made such a
motion, for there would be no more doubt as to
the exact position of the Hon. gentleman. We
should know who were on the liberal and who
were on the narrow side in politics and in re-
ligion. The Hon. member for Waterloo was
very indignant that Upper Canada should be
ruled by Lower Canada, yet here was a motion
calling upon them to legislate in a spirit. of di-
rect hostility” to a great majority of the people
of Upper Canada. The Hon. gentleman moved,
that in the opinion of this House, ‘‘ no avowed
leader, etc.” Who were the leaders of that As-
sociation? The Hon. member for Hastings, the
Hon. Mr. Cumeron, and he himself had been
named as leaders; but the truth was, the Or-
angemen were such intelligent men as did not
need the advice of any leader. (Hear, hear.)
The Hon. gentleman had been very severe on

the secrecy of the Orange Society, but
he (Mr. Gowan) could assuyre him that

properly speaking the Orange Society svas
not a secret Association ; there was
.nothing secret about it. . Their books of the As-
sociation, one of which the Hon. gentlemen had -
protured with so much difficulty, were adver-
tised in the public papers ; their meetings and
| the resolutions adopted were all announced to
the public; even the rules and regulations of

(To be Continued.)
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the Society were all open and public, as well as
the names of all its officers and members.
Hundreds of Societies, and even the Church of
which the Hon. member himself was a member,
were more secret than the Orange Association.
Were not the priests of the Roman Catholic
Church,and the ministersofthe Protestant Church
bound by vows of fidelity to their respective
churches ? There was nothing more secret than
that in the Orange Society, and none of the
oaths taken by members of that Society, per-
mitted even the wish to prejudice or injure
persons of any religious belief whatever.
There was i great deal of difference between
Orangemen and Ribbonmen. Tae Orangeman
was bound to aid the civil and military powers
when called upon to do so. He was obliged by
his obligation to act as a Special Constable, if
called upon to do so, at the peril of his life.
How then could it be said that the Orangeman
wag o breaker of the peace ?

A Voick.—~How about the Wellingtonelection ?

Mr. GOWAN would ask Mr. White who was
present on the occasion referred to, to state
whether the Orangemen assisted, or encouraged
any lawless proceedings on that occasion.

Mr. WHITE could say that asfar asMr. Gowan
wag concerned, he had received courtesy at his
hands—but when Mr. Gowan was absent an
attempt was made to break the peace, which
fortunately failed—but he could not say.that
there were any Orangemen mixed up in it.

Mr. GOWAN called attention to the answer
which the Honorable gentleman had given,
which entirely refuted the statement made
against Orangemen in that particular, Would
it not be a nice thing, suppose that he [Mr.
Gowan] were to charge all the people in Quebec

of murder because at an election riot in that
city some persons had been killed, and yet Mr.
McGee bad accused the whole Orange body-of
the crime attending the death of & man in To-
ronto. Again the Hon. gentleman (Mr. McGee)
had stated that in those places where the Orange
Societies existed there wasalways disturbances.
But to come to facts. In the county of York
there were forty seven lodges—in Leeds there
were forty, and yet those counties were not
conspicuous for disturbances. Was there more
violence in those counties thap in otber coun-
tics? The Honorable gentleman had read
extracts to show that the Orange Institution.
had> been condemned by the - Parliament in
England. But the Hon. gentleman did not tell
the House that this occurred at the timo when
the celebrated O’Connell was the stay of any
Ministry which could then be created ; and that
he (Mr. O’Connell) bad made an express stipula-
tion with Lord Melbourne, in return for his sup-
port, that Orange Societies should be put down.
And it was in consequence of this that the Ad-
dress was made to the King on the subject.
However, for the one case which the -Hon.
gentleman could quote of legislation against the
Orange Society, there were hundreds of cases
which he could, if he liked, have quoted of ad-
dresses and legislation against the body to
which he (Mr. McGee) belonged—the Catholic
body. There was another subject which he.
would allude to for a few moments—namely;
the action taken in the City Council in Toronto
against Policemen. A law was recently passed
there, prohibiting all the men in the Force from
attending their Lodges—if Orangemen. 1t was
a contenrptible thing .to make the poor, humble
Policcman the subject of such a law. It was a
mean thing to attack the Policeman, and to
allow higher game to go free. The Sheriff, and
the Judge, and the Jury might be Orangemen,
but the poor Policeman must not. Again, the
Hon. gentleman was very wrong in stating that
Mr. D’Israeli opposed the Orange Institution. On
the contrary, he supported iton many occasions
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Referring to the remarks of the Hon, Member
for Montreal, on the character of Wil liam the
iIL he (Mr. Gowan) quoted anthorities toshow
that his tolerntion to Roman Catholic 3 Wwas
marked and decisive. Neither himselt mo T any
other Oringeman was ignorant of the charscter
of that King William.. They knew that he Was
no friend of intolerance, they knew well that he
never sanctioned persecution in any forrn; and
in adopting his name, and revering bis memory,
‘they were pledged to-carry out the principles,
*of which he was the great chaumpion—the prin-
‘ciples of Civil and Religious Liberty. (Hear,
‘hear.) The Hon. member for Montreal has re-
‘ferred to the opinions of Grattan and Emmett,
‘on Orangeistn. The Hon. gentleman did mot
seem to be awire, that the former, although a
Protestant, was the leader of the Roman Catho-
Tlic party in Ireland, and for years presented the
petitions of Roman Catholics, in the House of
Commons ; while the latter, it was well known,
had been punished for treason.  Why such men
as these should be quoted ns authorities against
Orangemen he conld not see.  The Hon. gentle~
msn also referred to the upinions of Vice-Chan-
cellor Jumeson and Justiee Hagerman. Butte
what did those opinians refer? Not certainly
to the Orange Society, but to processions, aad
they simply quoted the laws in reference to pro-
sessions. The Hon. pentieman also rvead ex-
sracts from the Dublin Aleprose and the Times;
why, really. if any weight wus to he attached
10 newspaper opinions on one side, then he
counld say that for every extract that Hon. gen-
teman could quote against the Orange
Society. he >wouldl read hundreds in its
savour. - Then, a3 to the Orange nb‘ligntion to
support the Crown only so long as it wus l’rp—
‘testant, he saw nothing ohjectgoxmble in this.
‘Beery man's loyalty was conditional. The Hon.
gentleman's own loyalty was no doubt so.
“Prue, his (Mr. McGee's) might' be political,
“while his (Mr. Gowan's) was religious. There
~wes nothing surprising in this, because the
Queen herself held the Throne conditionally.
But +hy did not the Hon. member say that the
present Sceretary for the Colonics, the Duke of
Neweastle, was an Orangeman? He supposcd
that if the Prince of Wales were one hie would
not be received.

Mr. McGEE—O! yes, he would.

Mr. GOWAN—But the Hon. member objected
to the Orange Society hecause it was an exotic.
Well, he (Gowan) did not know of any Society,
unless it were the St.Jean-Baptiste, that was not
an exotic; the St. George, the St. Andrew, u:ud
the St. Patrick were exotics, and if the doctrine
of the Hon, member prevailed, they '\vould all
have to be suppressed. Tmdeed, neither that
“Hon. gentleman nor himself. nor any other per-
son of foreign extraction, had business to be in
the country. ) .

Mr. McGEE—Those were not secret societies.

Mr. GOW AN helieved there were more secrets
in the St. Patrick’s Society than in the Orange
Society. The Hon. member had alluded to cer-
tain evideuce taken hefore the Committee

of the House of Commons, and had said that
tkat evidence related to the Orange Society, but
1t was utterly incorrect, and the very papers
before that Hon. gentleman informed him of the
fact; yet, in the face of the denial of Bord Gos-
ford, that his evidence bad auy reference to the
Orange Tnstitution, he had the boldness to pro-
duce it in this House agninst Orangeism. The
Hon. xeember had also appealed, in very strong
terms, to the feelings of the House, to support.
his motion on the score of public order and
peace, but he could tell him that, at one time,
there was the most perfect good feeling between
the Orasgemen and the Roman Catholics, so
much so, that Lord Durham mentioned it in his
report; and it was well known that there was
hardly a public dinner or party in Upper Cannda
then, that the name of Bishop McDonnel was
not toasted. ’
Mr. McGEE—T#e reasor was that he
greatest old Tory in Canada.
Mr. GOWAN—But this is avoiding the point.
The hon. gentleman represents Orangeism as
hostile to Roman ‘Catholies, and when it is
proved not to have been, he takes political ob-
jection to his own Bishop. Chief Justice
Robinson had stated what wus quite trua, for,.
as he had just shown, the people there, of all
creeds, lived in peace and’ good fellowship,.and
the very fact stated by the hon. mewmber, of- the
loyalty of the Roman Catholics may be found:
recognized in the report of the Grand Lodge at
Toronto, in 1839. He might add that taen in.
Waterloo, Mr. Kearns, a Roman Catholie-gen-
tleman, was returned to the Legislature, and in
four other €onstitueacics now represented by
Protestants, similar results had . folowed
which were very much aided by the setion of
the Orangemen. But adifferent day came, and
it was introduced by a discontented priest of
the name of O’Grady, he believed, who had
quarrelled with his Bishop, started a paper and
ran for the City of Kingston, against*¥r: Hager-
man. This was the commencement of the trou-
ble which bad been since so ably followed up
by the Hon. Member, and he could telk him that
his fellow-countrymen were very much indebted
to that agitation for the loss of their influence,
and their inability to return one of themselves
to Parliament for an Upper Canada county.
Now as to the origin of Orangeism, to whick
the hon. gentleman had alluded. He had not
given the correct history of it. It was not at
the Dinmond, although there its Irish originoe-
curred. Its real origin was in England; it was
first organized at Exeter, in 1788, and the con-
stitution drawn up there in cypher, by Bishop
Burnet, was almost .identical with the de-
claration now printed in Orange Books. And
he ‘might inform the Hon. Member, that & Bill
had passed the House of Commons, compelling
all the Members of both Houses to be Orange-
men. That was strong, was it not ?

Mr. McGEE.—Rather. (Laughter.)

Mr. GOWAN proceeded to narrate how the
Orange Society had continued toextend in King
Willinm’s Army, and read & number of illustri-

was the
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ous names who had been Orangemen, and then
quoted the Act to which he had alluded, show-
ing that not a single person was by it allowed to
hold office, unless he were an Orangeman. e
then mentioned that His Execellency Lord
Seaton had reccived an address from Oraunge-
men. The present Queen had also sent an offi-
cial answer, aceepting an address from Canadian
Orangemen. Previous Sovereigns had’ also re-
ceived Orange Addresses. The Hon. gentleman
had made allusion to Mr. Cameron. There was
no body who could lay his finger on the con-
duct of that distingnished man, and say he had
abused lis office for party or private ends. If
the attack were meant as a personal one agninst
AIr. Cameron, it would fall through. And even
were the motion carried, it conld not prevent
the Crown from appointing whom it chose,-to
prosecute criminal business. He would not
move his amendment, as intended, but instcad,
would prefer that the House should vote yea or
niy on the original resolution. )

Hon. Mr. FOLEY--The time of the Houze and
the country had been very unprofitably employ-
ed in a bootless discussion. He, however,thought
it better that there should not be a direct vote
on the original motion, for which reason he hall
drawn up the' following amendment :— That
this House feels, that the appointment as Crown
prosecutors of parties, whether Protestant or
Roman Catholics, who arc members of secret
politico-religious societies, must tend to dimin-
ish that public confidence in the impartial ad-
minigtyation of lustice, which it is desirable to
maintain, but -this lfouse does not feel itself
called upon to adopt an express ‘resolution on
the subject.” Now let us take the case of the
Bradford Mechanic's Institute, which invited the
Hon. member. [Mr. McGee] to lecture before
them. If the factsalleged aretrue, itwasa gross
outrage. Yet thc Grand Lodge 4t St. Cather-
ine’s bave exonerated the hrethren who are ac-
cused of having been parties to the wrong. And
yet the Grand Master may be employed to. pro-
secute the rioters. He did not care of what
creed a man was, but it was hnpossible
for & man in such & position to proceed
impartially as prosecutor in such a case.
He did not say any outrage had been committed,
but as the Lodge at St. Catherines had decided
the matter already, how could the Grand Mas-
ter, under oath, as he is, to sustain the interests
of the - Society, be properly employed for the
Crown: Then therc were & good many Protes-
tants who were not Orangemen, who disapproved
of thie Society; and could they and the Roman
Catholics have confidence in a Crown prosccu-
tor who was an Orangeman. Under these cir-
cumstances, he thought the Government might,
with great propriety, adopt & principle which
would have the effect of removing the doubts
and prejudices which coMLx_x{gm:/he enter-
tained by the large proportion of the community
he had just now indicated. He held that even
prejudices should be respected ifit could be
done without damage. He would not, however;
legislate against Orangemen, but would leave

their future to the eftects of tinre, for proserip-
tion would only give them a greater power.
Facts in the history of the Order, proved this:
and he would therefore leave the corsection of
the evil to public opinion.

Mr. DALY—The Hou. member (McGcee): had
spent three days in the Library in huntiig up
old cases against the Orange Society, bnthe
had utterly tuiled. Ifone cluss of men were to
be held to reprobation, he did not see why other
classes should not be alluded to. That Hon..
member was the last man who. should have
brought up such a subject, and he (Daly) conld’
show him, that upon subjectzs most dear to his
people, the Orangemen had been most friendly
to them, to wit, in the natter of Common Schools.
Then, as to murderers being screencd, the very
case produced broke down, for the accused was
not, and never had been an Orangeman., But
that Hon. member was mistaken if he thought
his agitation would injuriously affect the Orange !
Institution. He defied the Hon, member to.
prove any thing againsv the Hon. J. Hillyard
Cameron,

Mr. WILSON—From the explanations given
by the Hon. member for Leeds and Grenville, it
really appeared strange that any difficulties
should have arisen between Orangemen and
Roman Catholics, for the former scemed rather
to be the champions of the latter than of Pro-
testantism. But the object of his rising was to
explain the allugion to the Policemen of Toronto,
who, while high functionaries were passed over,
were said to have been persecuted by the Com-
missioners. The answer wag, that the Com-
missioners had no control over the functionaries,
but had over the Policemen, whom they did not
ask to renounce their membership, but to ab-

‘stain from attendance while they were Police-

men; and he thought the regulation was a good
one, which he hoped would not be relaxed. It
was not, however, the invention of the Com-
missioners, for they had taken it from the Police
regulations in Ireland, and the reasons for it
were even stronger in Canada than in Ireland.
The regulation was even more beneficial to the
men thun to the public, for while they continued
in'connection with the Lodges they were always
exposed to suspicion. He was opposed to the
resolution, and would go for the amendment.

Mr. GOWAN denied that the system of ex-
cluding Orangemen from the Police had op-
erated advantageously. - The Police records
would show an increase instead of a decrease in
the crime of the city; and thie recent elections
had shown public disapproval of the system, for
the Municipal officers returned, had in many
cases, been persons who were known to be op-
posed to the proscription of Orangemen.

Mr. DUNKIN could see nothing practical
about the Bill before the House, which called
upon them to resolve, that this House feels
that the appointment as Crown Progecutors of
parties who are members of any Politico-Reli-
gious Society, must tend to diminish: public
confidence in the administration of justice, but

".this House does not feel itself called- upon to-
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adopt any special resolution on that subject.
Then the House deemed such and such things
wrong, but did pot fecl called upon to say so!
He thought the Bill downright nonsense, and 2
patent bull. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. FOLEY boped the Hon. member for Drum-
mwond and Arthabaasa wouldsuggest something
practical.

Mr. DUNKIN said the practical was at one
time sufficiently tested to prove that the pre-
scription of any class or society of persons tend-
ed directly and materially to strengthen the
very party it was intended to suppress. He
had always voted against Secret Societies, but
if members or leaders of stch socicties were
declared unfit for certain offices, there would be
endless dispute in determining just what ottices
they were tit for It was impgssible to see
where such proseription would terminate.
He would therefore vote agninst this every
similarly prescriptive measure.

Mr. McGEE had put the motion for the pur-
pose of testing public opinion on the subject,
and had a right to the vote of every member
present. He had made no. statements not sup-
ported by facts and history. He wished the
House to observe that he had not attacked the
Hon. member for North Leeds, and though
basgely slandered by that. gentleman, he would
not deign to reply in the sawe spirit, nor to
charge him with the disgraceful conduct of
which he could justly be accused. His (Mr.
McGee's) opinions on the first paragraph of His
Excellency's Address had been expressed, per-
haps, a little too warmly and too candidly, and
had furnished the Hon. member with cause for
such ill-bred abuse as he (Mr. McGee) would
certainly be ashamed to resent.

Mr. GOWAN gave the Hon. gentieman full
permission to say aunything and everything he
could; he disliked insinuation.

Mr. McGEE did not think him game enough,
(Laughter) and though the Hon. gentleman
had apparently no regard for the feelings of his
own friends, he (Mr. McGee) had, and must de-
cline entering into that personal abuse in which
his Hon. friend so eloquently; excelled. (Hear,
hear) The Hon. member for Pyrth had accuséd
him (Mr. McGee) of influencing Yuen by rousing
their worst passions, but he denjéd that in aught
he had ever written or spokef, orin any way
advised, he had ever appealdl to any but the
highest feelings of the multitnde, whether he

addressed them in the country,'orin their Parlia-
ment. He had the fault of speaking warmly,
but itwas not peculiar to bhim above.

The SPEAKER put Mr. Gowan's amendment,
and the House divided.” Ycas 25, Nays 65.

" Mr. DUNKIN, seconded by Mr. Dufresne, mo-
ved the previous question.

Hon. Mr. BROWN regretted the introduction
of this motion by Mr. McGee, and felt it his duty
to vote against it. It was always inadvisable to
single out a particular class of persons for con-
demnation by the Legislature. Evil effects
might have resulted from prosecutions having
been conducted by persons whom the public

suspected to be biased by their connection with
secret societics, cven though they were not
really so influenced. But itdid not follow that
a connection with such societies disqualified
persons for particular oftices, and no definite
Parliamentary rale could be laid down in the
case.

Mr. BUREAU said it was not 2 little singular
to see men @ bonas principes, who aftected such re-
gard for the intcrests of Catholicity, and consi-
deredthemsclves the sole defenders of the faith,
availing themselves of “ the previous question,™
to shirk a direct vote upon a question which in-
timately concerned a society most hostile to all
Catholics. However, a bill on the subject
might hereafter be presented during the Session,
which would give them an opportunity of proving
whether they were really deserving of the char-
acter they assumed as the only friends of the-
Church. |

The Speaker put the previous question, and
the House divided. Yeas 23, Nays 64.

The House then ndjourncd, at one o'clock.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
- Friday, Oth, 1860.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at three
o'clock. .
INCORPORATION OF PILOTS.
Hon. Sir E. P. TACHE introduced a Bill to’
incorporatethe Pilots for and helow the Harhor
of Quebec.—Second reading on Friday next.

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY.

Hon. Mr TESSIER enquired whether there
has been, since the last Session of this House,
any correspondence between the Government
of Canada, on the one part, and ‘the Imperial
Government, or the Government -ofsthe Pro-
vinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, or
any Compapy:or any individual, on the other
part; relative to the Intercolonial Railway, from
Quebec to Halifax, or-to the prolongation of the
Ruilway trom Riviére du Loup to the eastward,
either in the direction of the line explored and
traced by Major Robinson, or in the direction of
the projected line towards St. Andrews.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET said that no
written communications had been had with the
Imperial Government, but that Messrs. Galt,
Rose, Smith and Ross, when in England, had
personal interviews with the head of the Colo-
nial Department, on the subject. The result, so
far, was not satisfactory, and the Government
thought it better, as « matter of policy, not to
address themselves aghin to the House authori-
ties just now, both because they were not ready
to listen to a fresh application for aid, and that
another refusal added to those slready given,
would only render it more difficult to bring the
question under. their notice hereafter. They
would be too apt to fall back upon their last -
answer, and say it should be considered asem-
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bracing their views. He hoped, however, that,
from the circumstances which have recently
arisen, to bring the country more prominently
hefore the English public. The Imperial Govern-
ment would enter more fully into the subject,
and give it that attention which it deserved.
Personal interviews bhad also been had with
some of the members of the Government of the
Lower Provinces but, nothing further. They,
it was well known, were ready to support us in
-earrying out the project, but also awaited the
assistance of the IHome Government. The
House might rest assured that the question was
not lost sight of by the Ministry, nor would
be lost sight of, soflong as they remained in
office.

Hon. Mr. WALKER took occasion to. say
that be had always been favourable to an In-
tercolonial Railway. Thirty years ago, in the
time of Sir James Kempt, a committee was ap-
pointed to consider the subject, but the estima-
ted cost then frightened those anxious for the
project. Now that we had proved by the Grand
Trunk, what we could do inthe way of Rail-
roads, and knew the success which had attend-
ed that work. Le thought we were likely scon
tojaccomplish the Intercolonial road : a connect-
ing Jine hetween Riviere du Loup, and the Low-
er Provinces, had become absolutely necessary,
not only iu a political point of view, but com-
mercinliy. !

CALL OF THE HOUSE.

The first Order of the Day was for a call of

the House. . The absent Members were :—Hon.

~ Messrs. McGill, Ferguson, Hamilton, Goodhue,

Morris, Gordon, Quesncl, DeBeaujeu, Ross,

Wilson, Cartier, Dickson, Juchereau Duchesnay,

Simpson, Dessaulles,- Patton, and Hollis Smith.
MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET having moved the
House into Committee of the Whole on the
Public Lands Management Bill,

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER said, that the general
featare and object of the Bill could not but meet
with the approval of Hon. gentlemen, and that
all would be prepared to admit that the manage-
ment of the Crown Lands Department, since
the present Commissioner had -heen in office,
had given the greatest satisfaction to the
country. (Hear, hear.) A question, however,
not less important than any raised by this
measure, was, had the land policy of the Govern-
ment been snccessful, had they been sufficiently
liberal, had they been as energetic as they could
in bringing about the sale of lands. A great
feeling prevailed, whether correct -or not, that
we did not attract to our shores a fuir share of
the large strcam of emigration from the Old
World to the New; and it was even observed
that the returns showed, not only that our emi-
gration was small, but that many of the emi-

* grants took the Grand Trunk and passed through
our Proviance on their way tothe Western States.
We had to compete with those States which of-
fered for settlement large tracts of prairie land
but it was our in‘tfcrest to enquire how we could

outrival them in drawing a much.larger share
of emigration than we did. We had, in the Pro-
vince, large districts capable of sustaining s
large population, and not inferior in any respect
to Michigan, Wisconsin, and the Eastern States,
which were atirncting so many emigrants. As
regards position and proximity to market, they
were vastly superior to the latter, without being
obnoxious to any other complaints, on the score
of climate or those evils which agriculturists felt,
than might be made with reference to New York
State. We should therefore -strain every nerve
to obtain these settlers who were elsewhere
seeking another but not a better home. The
returns from the Crown Lund Department for
last year showed that but a smail sum had been
made out of the public lands last year; the
whole revenue being but $422,000, and the ex-
penses $5180,000, leaving o net revenue of only
$140,000. He questioned whether it would not
be better to adopt & liberal policy, even if there
were no returns; at any rate land should be
given on such terms as it might be had for in
the State of Michigan. He had been often told
by his own farm laborers thut they preferred
going to Michigan to remaining in Canada,

because lands coutd be obtained there much

cheaper. Now, if this were not the case, if the
lands could not he had cheaper than in this
Province, it was clear sufficient means had
not been taken to make known our land
policy. He might not be aware of ll the efforts
of the Government in this respect, but it ap-
peared to him that everything possible had not
been done to shew, not only in this country, but
in England, Scotland, and Ireland, which was
the more favorable for settlement, Canada or
the United States. Possessing such means for
emigration as we did, no effort ought to be
spared to let intending settlers know the advan-
tages which this Province offered.

Hon. Mr. MURNEY said the remarks of the
Hon. gentleman who had just spoken were best
answered by the Report of the Commissioner
of Crown Lands. The free grant system, as
carried out by the Government, was most suc-.
cessful, and he knew of one place where 310
settlers had gone during the past three years,
most of whom had complied with the terms of
settlement, by building houses, &c., and were
now entitled to their deeds. The reduced price
of land also induced many parties to settle in
Canada. He thought Government should adopt
the system of the Michigan State authorities, by
sending parties to the continent to induce emi-
gration to this Province. For want of Agents
in Burope to furnish through tickets, and point
out to intending emigrants the advantages which
Canada presented, we lost many settlers who
would otherwise be very glad to come to this
country. :

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET conceived thatno .
subject could come before the House of more in-
terest to the country at large, than that which
now eungaged the attention of honorable gentle-
men. He felt that he could not bejustly accused
of any indifference to the subject of emigration.
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Ontaking office he had caused a circular to be
issued in relation to free grants of land, and for
0 doing had torrents of nbuse poured upon him
by the Opposition press, torrents which would
have drowned 2 man less able to stand them
than himself, No mweuns were neglected to sct
forth 1traly, not fictitiously, the terws offered by
Government for the settlement of our lands. 1n
1556 there was n great demand for labor, not
only on the public works, but also on the farms,
that year having been u prosperous one for the
farmers.  He took every means to avail himself
of thiz demaml, 10 encourage emigration. He
euguired of the Reeves and Township Clerks,
where Le could fiud employmeut for ewigrants,
but did vot receive any answer from one-half of
the 400 of these officers to whom circulars were
addressed,  This shewed that they took little
interest in the 'subject ; but, notwithstanding, his
information wus that the demand for labor dur-
ing the next season would be considerable, sone
:30 ur 40.000 being required. In 1857 there was
# large emigration, and in many instances where
laborers liad been asked for, upon reaching the
Jocalities, there was no one to receive them, and,
after wandering about the Township for two
or three weeks, they returned toTorouto, andthe
Deparuncat was obliged to forward them else-
where.  Nothing was more ‘easy than to con-
trast Canada with the States, but few who
maude the comparison took ‘everything into ac-
count. The individual States which bad made
viforts to some extent successful to turn the
stream of Emigration, were assisted by land,
railway and great shipping companies. We
had no such advantages ; we had no land com-
panies, with the exception of the Canada and
British American, and were without great ship-
ping companies employing agents all over
Europe, s0 that Canada was left to its own legi-
timate advantage. as offered by the Government.
Supposing that Government did introduce an
indiscriminate Emigration of 20, 30, or 40,000
persons, (the whole number at New York last
year was only 80,000) what could be done with
them when they arrived here ? what could the
Minister of Agriculture tell them? What lands
‘could be had in that part of the country where
the hon. gentlemen (Hon. Mr. Alexander) came
from, in some of the old settlements, for $5, $6,
or 810, an acre ? He thought the hon. gentle-
man would feel puzzled to tell him what he
could do with so many Emigrants in one year.
It wag different in the States : there, Emigration
had been going on so long that there was very
little difficulty.in absorbing those who arrived
from year to year. Not only was the Emigra-
tion more moderate to that country, but the
vast prairies afforded a large and attractive
field forit. Ourposition was quite different, and
he felt from the first, and urged the adop-
tion of the policy, that lands should be
prepared for settlement as fast as they could, in
all localities where settlers could go on them.
The stragglers who had came to the country
since 1857, had met all the demand for Yabor,
and he thought it wouid be only cruel to bring

paupers here, knowing what employment there
was for them in this country. It was not per-
sons merely able to dig or use a spade who
were required in this Province, but there were
clusses in England and in Furope whom it
would be well to have, and whom we should
induce to settle amongst us. Feeling there was
no surplus demand for labor, that the supply
was equal to the demand, he considered the
proper course was to put the lands insuch a
shape as to attract a valuable class of settlers.
The reference by the Hon. gentleman (Hon. Mr.
Alexander) to the Eastern States was unfortu-
nate ;,for, with the exception of Boston, there
was no emigration into them ; nearly all that
came from Europe sought a home in the West-
ward, and passed through the State of Michi-
gan, notwithstanding the great efforts it made
to attract them by advertising in English and
German papers and other means. As to the price
of land, Canada compared favorably with the
United States. Here, it was true, there were
great delays and many impediments in getting
titles; but in the States a cash system was
adopted, the land being sold at §£1.25 an acre.
If the American, or cash system, were adopted
in this country, it would, of course, relieve the
purchaser of much trouble and expense; and
he had been urged to adopt it by several gentle-
men well acquainted wish the subject of land
management. He did not @0 so, however, because
he knew many of our best settlers who were
originally laborers, who would not have been
able to pay cash for their land, but who had
taken up lots, paid for them by instalments, and
in time becane proprietors, He did not think it
fuir to exclude that class of peasants’ from the
chance of obtaining lands by degrees. He
bad brought down the cash price to seventy
cents per acre. A man who would be
able to pay for his lard, felt bimself indepen-
dent, and it was of primary advantage to him
to pay for it at once, when he gained 30. cents
per acre for doing so. The cost price of lands
in Canada, was 53 cents per acre less than, in
the United: States, and even those sold on. credit
were 25 cents less.  "He did not claim for him-
self the credit of the free grant system, it was
initiated by a former Governmentin. the County
of Grey, and he merely took it up and carried it
out, with, whathe believed, some improvements.
The great thing was to pierce the forests of the
country by opening up roads, and then. estab~
lishing settlements. What would be the effect
of sending » hundred or s thousand people far
back in the woods, say a huzdred miles,
througlt an impenctrable forgst, without roads ?
Did any one suppose that their report of such
a settlement would be favoyrable to Canada?
We should take care not to make people believe
that they were to be dealt with in this way, in
coming to settle in our Province. He had not
been able to procure so much money as he could
desire, for {he purpose, but he had, with what he
could get from the Finapce Minister, who held
the jerse strings very tight, created and

produced & numher of roads, and just as the
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roads went on, settlements were located. The
system had heen adopted of laying out the land
ready for settlement in blocks. He was no ad-
vocate, however, for distinct” townships for
Scotch, Dutch, or Irishsettlers; thelife's blood
of the country should be allowed to commingle,
and in that way we might hope to give our
country a national character of its own. But
the Germans gencrally emigrated in large num-
bers who liked to keep together, and he felt that
if he could not get them to settle here in small
families or singly, it wus better to allow them
to come in numbers. When in the Board of
Agriculture, he had received many applications
from noblemen, and gentlemen in England, ask-
ing whether tracts could be purchased in which
small colonies might be established, but he was
obliged to inform the applicants, that the regu-
lIations of the Crown Land Department did
not admit of this. In the course of last sum-
mer, the laying out of many of the works had
been completed, and desiring to make known
abroad what had been done, & map, intended for
emigrants, showing the different lots, and af-
fording other information, was subsequently
" published. It was important to all emigrants
that they should know exactly what they had to
expect in coming {o this country. In February
last, a trustworthy person, & Prussian gentle-
man, an engineer well acquainted with this
country, had been sent to Germany, to shew on
what terms lands could be had here. What else
could the Government than first ascertain the
state of the lands, and then send persons to
Europe to communicate that information to in-
tending settlers? They had not only sent to
Germany, but to England, Ireland, Scotland,
and Norway, and just as fast as the lands
were laid out, these agents would be made awuare
of the fact. A regard for truth, in relation to
Canada, was what the Government desired
should be observed towards emigrants, for the
responsibility of inducing 2 man to leave the
land of his forefathers, to cross what his Hon.
friend (Col. Prince) called & murderous sea,
and throw himself on a foreign shore, was
no light one. With regard to free grants,
no greater mistake could be made, than
to have a system, by which it would appear
Clanada thought so little of her public lands,
that she was giving them away to any host
of invaders who chose to come: to the country.
Such a system would only have the effect of
making persons rush here from foreign coun-
tries, seize upon the best lands, and sell them
at a profit as soon as possible. Even asit is
_ it required the strong arm of the Department to

keep speculators from acquiring large lots. On
many of the roads one-third of the lands remain
to be taken up, and be [Mr. Vankoughnet] had
heard of worthless persons going on the free
grants, and abandoning them after trying in vain
to sell their lots. In numberless instances on
parties applying to the Department forland he
had pointed out the free grants, but they refused
to take them, preferring to be purchasersofother
lote. There was not one free grant made for

twenty lots that were sold. The man who bad
the moncey preferred to pay for his land, fearing
that his posterity might not be so safe from dis-
turbance if he took it for nothing. He desired
to encourage frce grants to pierce the forests by
means of roads, but he was not prepared to
throw open the country to any host of marau-
ders that might come here. ~With respect to
Upper Canada proper there was not at present
such & large ares remaining for settlement as
mmany supposed. It was in the Ottawa district
that there was a vast field for settlement. Nearly
all that be had said applied equally to Lower
Canada, and he knew of none whoshewed more
interest in the question of colonization than the
inhabitants of this section of the Province. The
fact was that in Lower Canada they could not
survey lands fast enough for settlement,
and the pative population was pushing back
into the woods and preparing them for an
influs of emigrants. Even as far back
88, and beyond Lake St. John, the settlements
were heing rapidly taken up, and the surveyor
was almost immediately followed by the settler.
In Upper Canada, also, the farmer's sons were
pushing back the settlements and taking up
farms in remote districts. :

Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR thought the chief evi},
with respect to public lands, was the expense of
management, which was enormous,  Last year
the expenditure absorbed all the gross receipts,
and some portion of thé revenue derived from tim-
ber. There was surely something wrong in a
system which continued unremunerative so
long. He referred to the success of the Canada
Company, which had increased its capital six
fold, paid taxes, &c., and attributed this to
economy in the management. In one year that
Company had sold as much land as the Govern-
ment, and it employed only four clerks. Its
correspondence was also enormous, and yet
purchasers were able to get their titles withoat
delay which was more than could be said
by those who bought, from the Crown.
No doubt much of the evil he had noticed was
owing to the frequent change of the person hold-
ing the office of Commissioner, and neglect of
revising the whole system. As to free grants,
he did not think the systemhad been successful.
In Addington, only 117 souls had been added to
the population within thepast year. He thought
it would be better to sell the Jands at moderate
prices, and advertise properly the locality where
they were situated. He entertained great doubts
as to the propriety ‘of the clanse in the Bill al-
lowing a revival of old claims.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET.—With respect
to the expense of the management of the Crown
Lands Department, and the comparison that
had been made by the hon. gentleman (Hon.
Mr. Seymour,) between it and the Canada
Company, said the latter was free from costs of
surveys, which were very great. The expense
incurred in surveys of Crown Lands was annual
and recurring ; be had often suggested that it
should be reduced, and the average price was
now brought down to about six cents an acre..
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In Upper Canada many of the surveys had been
made, as in the United States, and with like re-
sults. In some cases a line had never been
run, and there was now a re-survey going
on of a Township, in rear of Kingston what
had been surveyed thirty years ago, but
the line of which survey nobody knew.
Nothing was of more importance than that sur-
veys should be uccurate, for no subject was more
fruitful in litigation, or more profitable to-the
lawyers, as he knew from experience, than that
of boundary lines. The best qualified survey-~
ors were employed by this Department, they
wére required to have a knowledge of both
Botany and Geology, and were obliged to re-
port after having made -their surveys, what
.lands were best suited for settiement, nnd to
give an accurate description of them. A new
field-book had been recently brought into use

~ by the surveyors, which he considered would be
of great service. He admitted the expenses of
the Department was large, and he himself was
surprised on first going there to find he had fifty
clerks to manage, hut he would invite the Hon.
gentleman to come and look at those clerks at
work, and they would see whether one of them
could be dispensed with, Some idea might be
formed of the business transacted, when he
stated that between 18 and 20,000 letters were
received last year. The Staff, eager as it was,
was kept fully employed, not a little of their
time being taken up in disposing of disputes
between rival purchasers, and getting rid
of squatters. It had been said that our
government was barsher than that of the
United States, in dealing with the squatters,
but he denied this. The Canada Cowmpany did
not recognise squatters any more than the Go-
vernment, nor did it listen to sny such disputes
&8 those which men frequently brought into the
Crown Lands Office. Every Surveyor employed
by the Department, was ordered to report the
name of the party in possession of the land,
when first surveyed, and it-was offered to
men for, sale. But when the lots were once
thrown into the market, the squatter was of
course removed. The squatter system must be
put anend to; it alone cause a great amount of
work in the Department, the contest between

. the Government and individuals grasping
at the public lands. Honorable gentlemen had,
he admitted, a right to complain of the ex-
penditure of the Crown Land Department, but
the fault was not so much that of our Commis-
sioner as of the system.

Hon. Mr, MOORE believed the Hon. Com-
missioner was pursuing the right course to re-
duce the expeuses of bis Department.  He bore
testimony to the good effects of the free grant
system in opening up roads in Lower Canada.
The Government land policy had arrested the
emigration which was flowing to the United
States. He conceived our first duty was to our
own country, and that we should do everything
to assist the youth of Canada in taking up
farms in the back settlements. They were

much better adapted for opening up the country
than emigrants from Europe.

Hon. Col. PRINCE liked the Bill now before
the House on accouunt of its simplicity ; it re-
lieved those who had disputes to settle from
many difficalties which they hitherto found.
The country was fortunate in having so able a
Iawyer s tie process and proceeding adopted
in thig Bill showed the Han. Commissioner was,
at the head of the Crown Lands Department.
He paid a compliment to the management of
the Department, and said that while formerly
be was obliged to tell them in Upper Canada
they should put over the door of the Crown
Lands Office the words of Dante ¢ All hope .
abandon ye who enter here,” he wus now glad
1o see that for two sessions past we had got
through more business in half an hour than we
could in half & week formerly. (Hear, hear.)
He alluded to several claims he had to bring be-
fore the Commissioner, for parties whose ances-
tors had been granted lands for preserving the
integrity of the British Empire in 1812, and con-
cluded by saying, when the Bill was in Com-
mittee he would make some farther remarks on
the clauseproviding for the settlement of similar
claims.

Hon, Mr. CRAWFORD expressed a hope that
the Hon. mover of the Bill would not press it
into Committee to-day, as he thought the pre-
sent Crown Land system nceded to be more
thoroughly investigated; and that it required
important modifications. In his opinion the
agents in the country were not needed, and
might be dispensed with.

Hon. Mr. BOULTON knew there was a great
expense attending the management of land, for
he had had s good deal of expense with both
public and private lands. He was also aware
that great abuses had existed in the Department,
and be had been under the necessity of com-
plaining to the other House when he wag a mem-
ber of it, of the conduct of a Commissioner. He
knew too, that in those times, the money of the
Department and of the Receiver General's, bad
actually been bound to private- individuals, but
great reform had slready been achieved. With
his Hon. friend who had preceded him, he
thought it was extremely desirable to get rid of
the agents in the country. He was glad the
subjeet had heen so fully discussed, because none
of greater importance could be hrought before
Parlinment. :

Hon. Mr. DEBLAQUIERE was pleased that
one of his Hon. friends had asked a postpone-
ment of the debate, which could not be ad-
vantageous if continued. The Commissioner
had a right to expect that the means should be
given Lim of working out the reform he contem-
plated. He knew something of the Department,
and that it necded great changes, but he was
glad to sce that the Commissioner proposed
thoroughly tocleanse the Augean Stable. Some
days since he bad stated, it was to be hoped 8
Branch of that Department would be fixed in
Toronto, and it was not without grounds that
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such & hope was entertained, for such great
difficulties had existed in the post in doing bus-
iness with it, that it was thought that the re-
movsl of the Seat of Government would add to
them. - He had known cases of persons, whoe
after they had fulfilled all their engagements,
had had to come down to Quebec at much ex-
pense to get their patents. That evil, however,
was now removed, but if persons needed to come
to the metropolis, the facility of communication
was 80 much greater than formerly, that he
readily accepted the explanation the Commis-
sioner had made some days ago, in respect of
a branch in Toronto as satisfactory. -And with
respect to the duty he had assumed, by the bill
of deciding persenally with all subjects without
referring them to the Executive, he regarded it
as an absolute necessity, in order to the de-
spatch of business.

Hon Mr.ALEXANDERsaid the House wasmuch
indebted to the Hon. Commissioner, for the lucid
manner in which he had expounded the prinei-
ples of his bill, and he highly approved of hi3
efforts to improve the Administration of the De-
psrtment. He did not, however, exactly co-in-
cide with him in his views of emigration for all

nceded laborers.  The great difficulty in the

way of our farmers, was the price of labour, for
they were obliged to pay as much as $10 or 812
8 month in summer.

Hon, Mr. VANKOUGHNET-—Why the price of
labor was greater there than in England.

- Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER—Well, be thought it
was the duty ofthe Government to encoursge a
policy which would induce the creation of man-
ufactures. Then as to creating 2 homogeneous
population, hedoubted whether it could be done,
He represented among others two Townships
cheerfully peopled by Germans, who would
always seek to congregate together, and he
challenged any Hon. member to name two other
Townships in Canada wmore thriving,

Hon. Mr. MOORE-—~Yes, and in the United
States. :

Hon. Mr. CRAWFORD moved for a postpone-
ment of the debate. .

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET wished the bill
wero allowed to go inte Committee pro formé,
after which the debate would likely be even
more frec and full than it had been. His Hon.
friend (Seymour) hrd spoken of opening the
door to old Militia claims, but his Hon. friend
from Essex (Prince) thought it was not opened
wide enough. . In the Act of 1853 all military
claims were cut off, and he did not wish to re-
vive such as had never been presented. He had
endeavoured to confine the bill to claims that
had once been made, and he felt that where it
was no fault of the parties that they had not
been admitted, and where sufficient evidence had
been given, it would be harsh to cut them off.
Such parties should not be punished for the
negligence of the Department, 8o he proposed
that when the claims were complete previous to
the law of 1853, they should be adjudicated
upon. Then, as to another clause, giving power
to the Commissioner to collect Crown Lands

rents, which he understood ‘had excited the fear .’
that he intended to levy for thesc debts. Well
there were persons in Ottawa who owed for
rent, and under the present system-he would
have to take out a suit and spend more money
in recovering the sums than they were worth ;
so he proposed that such rents should be col-
lected as ordinary rents were., He would now
say he intended, if possible, to get rid of the
agents, and he would do so in the organized
Counties, bzt of the new roads an agent counld-
not be done without. His present plan-was to
sell lands by duction twice a year, in the settled
parts of the country, where emigration could
not be directed, and in this way he expected to
wipe out the lands in those parts, and close the
business. Why should the Department keep,
for instance,. 20 lots in the County of York?
Was it not better to sell them and get rid of the
ngents ?

Hon. Mr. CRAWFORD would be willing to
o into Commitier, only he feared the debates
would not be reported, and it was very import-
‘ant they should be. :

The motion was then put and carried, and the
House went into Committee, passed the first
clause, reported progress, and asked leave to sit
on Monday next.—Carried.

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
- Friday, March 9, 1860.

Mr.SPE)\KER took the chair at'three o’clock.
THE IMPERIAL GUARANTEED LOAN.

The Honorable the FINANCE MINISTER
said :—Mr. Speaker: In conformity with the
notice I gave on a previous occasion, I now pro-
pose to introduce a bill relating to the Sinking
Fund for the Imperial Guaranteed Loan; and I
avail wmyself of the present occasion to in-
form the Housc of the steps-taken by Govern-
ment during the recess in regard to thie impor-
tant subject of the consolidation of the Pablic
Debt,and in connection with it of the steps to be
taken in regard to the sinking fund for the Im-
perial Guaranteed Loan. It will be within the
recollection of this House that a hill was passed
in’the year 1858, for the purpose of providing for
the consolidation of the Public Debt. That bill
contained provisious which put difficulties in the
way of satisfactorily carrying out the policy
which the House wished: to sanction ; but. last
Session the House passed & bill so amending that
Act, as to provide for the consolidation of the
Public Debt, and the issuing of stock or bonds
bearing not more than five per cent., and redeem-
able in not less than twenty years. The object
the Legislature had in passing that bill is within.
the knowledge of every member of this House.
It was considered desirable to adopt some sys-
tem which would establish & lower rate of in- -
.terest than 6 per cent., on the Public Debt, and
slso to provide for the redemption of that portion
-which was payable in Canada, and to' make pro-
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vision also for the Municipal Loan Fnnd Debt.
Parliament then sanctioned steps being taken
for the redemption of thosebonds, and for placing
the whole Public Debt of the Province on one
general fooling, not exceeding five per cent, and
redeemable in not less than twenty years. One
of thie principal objects had in view by Pacline
ment in adopting that measure was to avoid the
difficulties and inconvenicnces which arose in
consequence of different portions of the Debt of
the Province maturing at different periods, and
consequently hearing different values in the
English  Market, "and . also to prevent
the country being callel wupon during
an unfavorable state of the Money Mar-
ket for the payment of o large proportion of its
PublicDebt; upwards of seven millions, sterling,
of which consisted of sterling bonds payable at
different dates in England. At the maturity of
those honds the Province would have been called
upon to make payment of large sums of mouey.
Parliament considered it desirable that steps
should be taken to endeavor to cousolidate that
debt, and through the operation of a very mode~
rate Sinking Fund gradually to relieve the conn-
try from the burden it has now to carry. The
steps the Government have taken in carrying
out the wishes of the Legislature it now be-
comes my duty to explain to this House. As it
is not my’ intention this evening to ask the
House to vote or pledge itsclf one way or the
other, there~will be ample time hereafter for
discussion on the steps the Government have
taken, Those steps we desire {o put frankly
and fully before the country and before the
House. It will be within the memory of the
House that at the time when that Bill passed,
advice was received from Europe of the break-
ing out of the Italian War, and at a period of
such depression it was neither possible nor de-
sirable to attempt negotiations on the part of
this country. Consequently the Bill passed
last Session remained without any action being
taken by the Governmnent for a considerable
period. It was my duty as Minister of Finance
of this country to keep myself advised as 1o the
course of public matters in England, and ascer-
tain from time to time what the prospects
-were of the Province being able to enter upon
" any financial operations of magnitude. It was
not my opinion that, while tlie War was going
on, any practical good could result from entering
upon any negotiations in reference to the dis-
posal of the debt, and that until peace was
restored in Europe, our Act must remain in abey-
ance, and that although it was possible for the
Government from time to time to prevent the
further issuing of debentures at six per cent,
still the generaloperation necessarily had to be
postponed. The letter I had the honor of writ-
ing on the 3rd of Qctober last to the financial
agents of the Province, stated generally the de-
sire of the Government, in view of the probabili-
ty of & more favorable state of the Money Market
arriving, to avoid the necessity,of putting en
the market any further amount of the six per
cent bonds, inasmuch as an additional amount’

of those bonds would increagse the difficulty of
accomplishing what the Government ultimately
desired. In that letter of the 3rd Oct., it will be
observed that [ referr to aletter of the 5th Aug.,
and another of the 29th. The reason § didnotsend
them down to be printed with the other, was be-
cause [ did not regard them as of sufficient im-
portance, but I have themwith me and will read
them to the House, lere is the letter from the
Financial Agents of the 5th of August :—

Sir,—* We have the honor to acknowledge the
receipt of your letters of the 14th and 16th July,
and obscerve with much satisfaction that our
proceedings, both asregards the negotiation of
£350,000 Provincial Bonds, and the investment
in the Loan for India of the portion of the
Sinking Fund of the Guaranteed Loan for Ca-
nada, which it hus decided should be there em-
ployed, have met with your approbation.

% We are also happy to remark that except,in
special cases, it is not the policy of the Govern-
wment, nor is there any present necessity to au-
thorise any further issues of Provincial or Muupi-
cipal Bonds, or to increasc the debt of the Pro-
vince. Whilst we recognize the wisdom of the
withdrawal of the latter either by purchase or
exchange and the legitimate use of Provincial
credit in availing of the present favorable cir-
cumstances for making timely provision for the
success of this operation?

“The price of the Provincial Bondsisnow high,
and we believe that we conform to your wishesin

making only such moderate sales of Bonds as

may be required for inyestment without press-
ing on the warket; but the demand is very
limited, and we agree with you, that it is wise
to defer for a time, any attenpt to negotiate a
large sale.”

On the 3rd Oct., I had the honor to address
the financial agents of the Province, mentioning
the wish of the Government that no further
issue of the six per cent. Bonds should be made.
On the 24th Oct., I again wrote, and stated what
I supposed would he the probable requirements
of the Province; which I said would be
£400,000 or £500,000 for the buildings at Ot.
taws, and to cover a portion of the Secignorial
Tenure. [ stated that I was indisposed to issue
any more six per cent. securitics, and wished to
be informed as to the best means of giving the
new stock ugood position on the Stock Exchange,
I believed the success of the operation would
depend on the extent to which our financial
agentsthemselves were disposed to assist in
making the loan. My reason for making this
enquiry Jwas -that I anticipated considerably
greater difficulty in properly placing ournew 5 pr
centbonds than would have been experiencedin a
simple sale of 6 per cent. Bonds—and I mén-
tioned my wish to Mr. Baring, that the financial
agents should shew their confidence in the
operation by agreeing to take £500,000, ster-
ling, of the proposed 5 per cent. stock.. Idid not
receivean officialreply untilIhad arrivedin Eng-
land, where I received theletter of 15t December.
But I will now read an extract to the House
from a private letter to me dated 4th November
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last, and which sufficiently evinced the opinion of
the agents and of Mr. Baring.

“The important question now is that con-
tained in your letter of the 24th of
October, whether the time would be op-
portune for such an operation as would pay
off the Government balances, and provide funds
to meet the claims on the Government for the
Seignorial payment, the change of the Govern-
ment site, and the conversion of the Municipal®
Loan Fund Bonds by an issue of 5 per cent.
Bonds and Stocks, and whether our firms would
be disposed to purchase £500,000 of such
Bonds. Mr. Glyn and myself have talked the
matter over with our partners. and without
knowing the course of events which, just now,
no one can predict with any certainty, we agree
in considering the moment favorable for the
trial, Of course it may happen that your
voyage here may prove fruitless, but' certainly
nothing can- be attempted without your pre-
sence, for success would of course much depend
upon the terms and conditions of the issue, and
we all agree that the prospect of five per cent.
Bonds or Stock is sufficiently favourable
to justify us in urging upon you the policy of
an early visit to this country.”

The receipt of this letter confirmed the
opinion I had held that the prospects
were favorable for dealing with our pub-
lic debt. It became my duty to submit
the matter to Council and report upon it. My
report will be found in the papers laid before
the House. Inthat report I stated, what I be-
lieved to be the probable wants of the country,
and that it was not desirable that we should
continue the issue of the six per cent bonds, and
I recommended  that the power given last year
to the Governor General, to fix the rate of in-
terest should be exercised in fixing the bonds at
five per cent. [also wished to be putin offi-

cial communication with the agents in London, .

and the Government thercupon directed me

to proceed Jo England on that business.
At the same time it was my duty
to submit a memorundum ou the sub-

ject of the sinking fund; and the letters will
show that the Lords of the Treasury had ex-
pressed their opinion that the larger part of the
existing sinking fund, wmounting to £600,000
sterling, should not be invested in securities
bearing a higker rate of interest than 3 per cent.
British annuities, but should be held for the first
payments that would fall due upon the Imperial
loan ; .but as-that did not appear desirable, 1
therefore requested to be authorized to bring the
subject again under the notice of the Lords of
the Treasury, and to endeavour.to carry on the
views of the Governmentjin regard to the matter.-
1 may state that I have always" considered there
was an intimate connection between the redeem-
ing of the sinking fund, and the means taken
for the consolidation of the public debt. It will
be within the memory of the House that the Im-
perial loan was made the first charge upon the.
revenue of the country,  that provision was for-
merly £60,000 sterling a year of sinking fund,

F}ms

in addition to £60,000 interest which we had to
pay upontheloan. By thearrangement madelast
yeor the amount of the sinking fund was reduc-
ed to £30,000, but £90,000 sterling still re-
mained the first charge upon the revenue of the
country. Now, it appeared .to me thatif any
arrangement could be made by which the money
in the sinking fund could be invested at &
higher rate than that of 4 per cent, and the Fund
at once made up to £1,500,000, a direct profit
would thereby accrue to the country, and im-
mediate relief be afforded to our Revenue in re-
gard to the greater part of the large present
payments of' £90,000 per annum upon the loan.
It will now be my duty to state what steps were
taken by the Government, and what relief will
be derived from these negociations. It
was necessary to make arrangements for |
raising & large Sum-of money for.the purpose
of making up present fund of £800,000 to the
whole Debt of a million and a balf. Conse-
quently it was necessary to raise £700,000. As
we had to raise that sum, and also’ to'raise 8
large sum for the redemption of the feudal ten-
ure and other requirernents of the Province, it
became evident a very large amount would
have to be placed upon the market of six per
cents, if that mode of raising money was adopt-
ed. And that if this opportunity of issuing the
proposed 5 pér centstock were missed, it might be
very long before any subsequent opportunity
would occur. The papers Jaid before the House
will show the correspondence on the matter of
the Iinperial Sinking Fund, and though much of
the correspondence is of little value, I thought -
it advisable to bring it all down to give a clear
ideu of the whole transaction in connection with
the investment of the first sam of £174,500,
and of the view taken by the Lords of .the

‘Treasury in regard to the sum of £600,000.

Before stating what steps were taken in this
matter, I will explain that the operation pro-
posed, appeared to me to be three-fold. The
first was regarding the Sinking Fund. The
second -was the raiSing the new amount of capi-
tal required to carry out the views of the Gov-
croment in regard to the Sinking Fund, and
for the other wants of the Public service, and
the last operation was the conversion of the
existing public ‘debt -and the arrangement of
the terme upon which it should takoplace. I will
now groceed to state to the House that which
cen effected in regard to the Sinking
Fuud, and in referring to the printed docu-
ments, it will be observed that in order to keep
the correspondence in its natural sequence in
regard to its objects, I have mot strictly fol-
lowed " the chronological sequence. On my
arrival in London, I had the honor to
wait'on Mr. Gladstone, whd put me in com~’
munication with the Lords of the Treasury,
who had previously advised that the Sinking
Fund should be retained in the three per cent.
annuities. Their Lordships, in reply, informed
me of their readiness to invest that money in the
mode desired by Canada—and at the same
time I received information that I was at liberty



12 MIRROR OF

PARLIAMENT. Friday,

to make such arrangements as might appear
desirable to make up the £1,500,000, and invest
the whole sum in the same securities. After
the success of the appeal to the public for the
loan was beyond doubt and large sums of
money had been paid upon it, I immediately
put myself in communication with Sir Charles
*Wood, Secretary of State for India, to know if
securities of the Government of India could be
ohtained without my going to the Stock Ex-
change myself. My reasons will be obvious.
The loan for India—part of which [ was desir-
ous of purchasing—was for only five millions;
and to have purchased ' thirteen hundred
thousand pounds (£1,300,000) Sterling, on the
Stock Exchange, for the Canadian Sinking
Fund, would have certainly raised the price of
the India Stock, and thereby have cost this Pro-
vince a very considernble sum, without any.
reasonable hope of its return on a re-sale of the
India Stock. I therefore put myself in com-
munication with the Sceretary for India on the
sabject, and the result of the negotiations is
cont:ined in these papers. Iproposed to trans-
fer to the Indian (zovernment the amount held in
threc per ceuts at the price of 95, which was
nearly onc-half below the market quotation of
that day, and I agreed to. purchase one million
of pounds Sterling of the India Stock at the
price of 1021, which was about two per cent.
below the market price of that Stock, the quota-
tion being about 104).  As we required £326,-
000, more, I made arrangements with Sir Charles
Wood, that the sum of £326,000 should be sold
to the Province of Canada, at the price of 1024,
deliverable on the 2nd April next. These,
then, arc the arrangements I made for the
investment of the whole Sinking Fund, and
which, I trust, will be satisfactory to the Housc.
(Hear.) Having made that arrangement with
the Indian Government, it was my duty to ob-
tain the assent of the Lords of the Treasury.
That wus at once and promptly given, as well as
consent to my request, that the interest aceruing
on the India Bonds and Stock should be ap-
plied, first, in payment of the £60,000 of interest
on the Imperial Guaranteed Loan Fund, and
the remainder to be handed over to the Financial
.. Agents of the Province. The result of the ope-
ration, a3 regards the Sinking Fund, I will tuke
thig opportunity of stating to the House. The
House will remember that the intercst on the
Imperial Loan is 4 per cent. on £1,500,000, or
£60,000 a year. The interest on the India
Stock and Bonds is £73,255. We have to
pay, therefore, £60,000 while, we receive
£173,255, making «a yearly gain of £13,255.
So we gain nearly I per cent. per annum,
until the amount has to be applied in payment
of the Imperial loan. As these payments
are made, the annual gain will, of course, dimin-
ish. The final result is that a gain of interest
will be made during the whole period, of £53,-
273 23 6d stg., and there will be a further gain
ontheprincipal,of £8725; that being thediscount
at which we obtained the India bonds. These
we took at 95, and they were payablein 5 years

at buyers’ option, or in 7 years without option
—the Government will, of course, avail itself of
the option, as the funds will be required at the
end of the shorter period. The sum of these two
amouants is £62,098, stg., or $302,210, which is
therefore the. absolute gain the Province will
make. It is, however, distributed over about 6.
years, consequently, the real amount is equiva-
lent to about £10,000, stg., a-year, absolute
fain—we receive a clear $50,000 a-year more
than we have to pay. (Hear.) The relief our
revenue obtains is, however, not to be measured
by the amount we thus received as profits on
our new investment. We had formerly to pay
as interest, and in contributions to the Sinking
Fund to the Imperial Loan, £90,000, stg.,
a-year. Against that we have to pay 5 per cent.
interest on £707,000,or £35,233 Ts. 6d.,making a
reduction of the annual charge in connection
with the Imperial Loan of no less than £54,76%,
stg., which, added to the average profit on the
new investment of £10,000, stg., shews £64,767,
or $315,200, as the amount of relief we ob-
tainfrom these arrangements. (Hear, hear.) Be-
sides this, there-is the £30,000 stg.,, made last
vear by the alteration then made in the Sink-
ing Fund, which, however, Honorable gentle-
men may think ought not to be alluded to in
this connection.” (Hear.) I now proceed, Sir, to
refer to the arrangements with which I was
charged with regard to the negotiation of the
new loan of £2,800,000, first requesting the at-
tention of the House to the viewsI held as stated
in the correspondence as to the necessity of
assuring myself against any possible danger to
the Province from a failure therein. My duty
as Finance Minister made it incumbent upon
me to protect the Province from risk. I felt
that if, through mismanagement on my part, or
a change in the state of the Money Market, the
issue of the five per cent. stock should be a fail-
nre, it would be useless to attempt to dispose
of any six per cent. bonds until sufficient time
had elapsed to wipe out from the Public mind
the recollection of that failure. I was san-
guine myself, but it would have been
wrong not to take precautions. [Hear.]
I therefore resolved that I would not
introduce the new stock to the Market,
unless our Financial Agents would con-
sent to take £500,000 of it between them—
£250,000 each—on the same terms as it should
be issued to the public, so that under any possi-
ble circumstances of failure in the attempt to
place the new 5 percent. stock, thefinancesof the
Province should not be exposed to embarrass-
ments. Then, Sir, I had to consider the amount
which would be required, and, in regard to that,
it was clear to me that the issue of a large
amount of the new description of stock was re-
quired, especially as the plan for issuing it was
to combine among its’ other details the redemp-
tion of our liabilities, comprising the currency
and Municipal debts which did not command so
highapriceasthe 6 percentStg. debt; the ordinary
wants of the Province had also to be provided
for, and & large sum, £700,000, was wanted for
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the Sinking Fund. The amount the Province
might have been satisfied to obtain was limited
toits absolute liabilities, viz. : the sums due to
its London Agents and those which might be
required for carrying out the Legislation of
1ast year, on the subject of the Feudal Tenure
and the Buildings at Ottawa. I thought, how-
ever, that £1,200,000 of the new stock—£500,-
000 for actual wants, and £700,000 to pay up
the Imperial Sinking Fund-—would not be suffi-
cient to induce the public to come generallyinto
it. That theultimate conversionof the 6 percent.
Debt might not fail, it wh3 necessary to con-
vince the public that the 5 per cent. stock
was a better mode of investment than
our 6 per cent. Bonds., I mentioned
last session that one element in the success of the
new loap, would be its being negociable at all
times—that it could always be dealt in at some
rate, on the Exchange-—and it isclear that, un-
less the amount were congiderable, this object
could not be attained. And, again, in order that
the reduction of the rate at which the Province
should, in future, be able to borrow, (from 6 to
5 per cent.) should be arrived at-—it was neces-
sary that the 5 per cent. should become the
favourite Canadian Stock in England. (Hear.)
With regard to the mode in which loans are ne-
gotiated in England, the. House will pardon me
if I say a word. There are three methods in
which they are obtained. One is by contract,
when & Government contracts with any large
house, such as Rothchilds, to furnish money at a
certain specified rate-—the contractors running
all the risk, and making all the profit they
can. Another is when tenders are invited from
the Public generally, a statement being made
that the Government, say of Russia, wants two
millions of pounds, the lowest amount it will
take is not specified, but the public apply at
such rates as they please---and the Government
ig not bound to accept them, A third is when
Government fixes the rateat which its securities
ought to sell, and asks the people to take as
much as they choose, up to the limit of its wants.
The reason I adopted the last method is this:
It was evident that so long as we had the ser-
vices of our own agents, and were under en-
gagements to pay them for their services, there
could be no use in giving to Rothschilds, or any
other House, the control of our loan on which
they must necessarily expect a profit in addition.
In regard to the second method, thatof inviting
tenders, the Financial Agents stated to me that
there was no instance in which negotiations by
tender had been successful, save that of the Bri-
tish Government themselves, whose credit was
80 good that they could adopt any course they
liked. Theysaid thateventhe EastIndian Govern-
ment, in spite of it3 connection with that of Great
Britain, had not seen fit to adopt that mode. I
therefore came to the conclusion that our inter-
estswould be best served by considering on what
terms I could offer the stock to the market, and
staking the success of the operation upon it.
And a great reason for adopting this course
wag, that as it was proposed to take the 6 per

cent. currency bonds in partial payment of the
loan, aprice had to be fixed. Now, it would
have been impossible to establish a rate at
which the Government would convert the 6 per
cent. sterling bonds, if the price of the 53. had nat
been known, aud we could not have stated what
we would give for 6. On the other hand, if
we had stated what we would give for 6s., that.
would have been in effect to tell the public the
price at which we held our 5s. (Hear.) Hav-
ing -thus made up my mind, after counsulting
with the Financial Agents, of whose advice I
had the benefit throughout, the terms on which
I could issue the Stock had to be fixed. This
wasg, of course, in & great measure, to be regu-
lated by the price of our sixes. That was, in
December last, 116 to 117, including £3 inter-
est, due in January 1st. The price, therefore,
at which any limited amount of bonds of this
Government could be sold at any day in the Stock
Exchange, was 113 to 114. I had therefore to
infer from this what the probable effect would
be of issuing as large a sum as £2,800,000 stg.,
in6 percent Bonds ; and the extentto which such

an issue would depreciatethe price inthe market.

I had also to consider whether, if & new descrip-
tion of security were offered, the price could be
made higher or.lower than in the exact propor-
tion to the value of the former 6 per cent Bonds.
It was evident that to attempt to put in the mar-
ket £2,800,000 of 6 per cent. would have been
to depress immediately, to & great extent, the
price of our securities, as the whole amount
of such bonds in the English market is
only £7,000,000. But the facts that the new
stock had certain advantages which did not at-
tach to the six per cent. bonds, that a Sinking
Fund was created for its redemption, to which
the Legislature was pledged, that the securities
would be negociable at all times, and available
for some purposes for which the six per cent.
were not ; these facts, I say, encouraged me to
hope that the five per cent. stock would maintain
& price very nearly equal to that of the six per
cent bonds—better, even, when compared with
the depressed price which the issue of a large
amount of new six per cent. boands would have
caused. (Hear.) The India five per cent. stock
had been issued at 97. I resolved to give only
an allowance of 2} per ceat., and that on the
interest which the bonds would carry. Letus
say that a £100 bond at par would bear date
from January 1st,and that the payments should .
be distributed over the whole year; the person
paying for them would receive £5 at the end,
although he only lost £2 10s. on the use of bis
money. Thus our bonds were actually distri-
buted at par, but the payments being extended
over a year, an allowance was thus made to the
purchaser of interest to the amount of £2 108 per -
cent. (Hear.) There is one point to which [
would draw the attention ofthe House—no such
discount was offered to the holders of currency
or municipal bonds, although they are permitted
to bereceived in payment of the loan. To the
extent to which thogse bonds may te thus
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bought in, there will be a saving of the discount
allowed for payments in cash. .
Hon. Mr. BROWN-—How many have been so

‘received? - .

Hon. Nr. GALT—We cannot tell—the time
“for receiving them not expiring until the 30th
June. Now, sir, I ought to state to the House
the comparative value of five per cents. at 97}
as compared with our sixes, which were worth
113 @ 114. The value of a five per cent. at
973} is represented by that of a six per cent. at
111}.(S111.32). In other words,if the loanhad
been negociated in six per cents. at 1113}, it
‘would have produced precisely the same amount
A five per cent. at
par is equal to a six per cent at 114} ($114.94.)
I felt, then, that 97} was a fair rate, and one at
which I thought it my duty to authorize the
issue of the loan.  (Hear.)- On this point I will
say that I considered it my duty to take suchre-
sponsibility as might be necessary to carry out
an operation of this kind. The responsibility
must necessarily devolve almost wholly on the
official of the Government, sent to England, for
the purpose of carrying the negotiations out,
who has not the advantage of appealing to his
colleagues for advice, ascertaining what they
think, and communicating with them in re-
ference to the important details connected with
it. An individual, whoever he may be, charged
with negotiations of this kind, has to get the
best advice he can, and act as he thinks most
advisable, assuming the full responsibility of
doing so. Of course the action he may take is
subject to the approval or disapproval of the
House—it is for the House to judge whether he
has discharged his commission- wisely or not.
In my case I am desirous, before being judged,
of stating the grounds on which I arrived at my
coclusions. (Hear.) I have already said,

" gir, but perhaps I may be permitted to repeat

it, that independently of the question’ of raising
the money, it was desirable, in order to carry
out the object of the conversions of the Public
Debt, that the new stock and bonds should be the
favorite Canadian Investment in England, so
that there should be no indisposition on the part
of the public to exchange for it their 6 per cent.
for it was not my intention that any advantage
should be given to the holders of the 6 per cent.
to induce them to convert into fives, other than
that arising from the greater desire of the
public to hold the new stock. (Hear.) ' The
new stock is also, under the Act of Parliament,
irredeemable. That is to say, the Province
cannot be called upon at any time to pay the
principal. It is intended, bowever, to be re-
deemed by the operation of the Sinking Fund
of § per cent. That Sinking Fund will pay up
the whole debt in 48} years. It must be ob-
served, however, that the rate of interest the
Provinee has undertaken to pay is 5 per cent.
but itis only for 25 years. At the end of the
25 years, the Province has the option of paying
off the debt on giving three months’ notice;
consgequently, if the  Credit of.the Province
should then be very much better, than even

now, and I hope it will be, it will be possible
for the House to take steps to obtain areduction
in the rate of interest which isnow paid. (Hear.)
A large portion of our Sterling Debenture Debt
matures in about 20 years, consequently the
difference between the times when we could
redeem that and our 5 per cent. is only’some
three or four years. ‘I will now invite the at-
tention of the House to the papersalready laid be-
fore the House touching the loan,and which fully
set forth the particulars of the Public Debt, and
themodeinwhich it was proposed to deal with it.
Now as to the manner in which this scheme was
received in England. The time limited for re-
ceiving applications was from the 31st Dec. to the
10th of January—and during that period appli-
20 millions sterling. No better proof could be ci-
cations were made for £20,000,000, upwards of
ted of tbe favourable manner in which the scheme
was received in England. It was, ag before sta-
ted, part of the management with the finance
agents of the Province, that they were to sub-
scribe for £250,000 each in the stock,and as to
the rest, they were to dispose of it as to them
seemed best for the interest of the Province ; hav-
ing in view the distribution of it in the hands
of permanent holde rs. With the arrangements of
the Finance agents, I wish to state, I did not de-
sire to take the responsibility of interfering, not
having the necessary personal knowledge of the
standing of applicants ; I did not of course wish
that the new stock should get into the hands of
speculators, who might dispose of it to the
manifest injury of the Province; at the same
time I did not consider it my duty to interfere
in theallotmentsin any way, leaving that to our
agents,in whom we lad full confidence and who
were best able to judge. However, I may men-
tion that before leaving England, I proposed to
our agents that they should furnish me .with~
copies of the applications made, and the allot-
ments effected. But I was told that those mat-
ters were locked upon as confidential, and
that therefore the desired information could not
be given for communication to the public. The
list was, however, submitted to and examined
by me: I make these statements; because I
thought that some Hon. gentlemen would wtsh
for the information in question, and- they will
thus see that it is impossible for me to give it
to them. However, lest any Hon. gentleman
should perhaps think that there were some
names in the list, which it would be thought
desirable to conceal, the House will receive in
reply to any question on the subject as frank
and candid a statement as it is possible for me
to make. With regard to the allotments, no
better proof could be given, of the fact, that a
good and judicious choice had been made
than the result of those allotments. The
entire number of allotments amounted to
upwards of 3,000, which would give an average
of £800 only to each share. One of the greatest
objects sought for in the allotment of the loan
wasg to have it taken up generally by the people
of England. It was no object to have a few
men take up the entire loan ; but it was de-
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sirable to get as large 2 number of the people
of England as possible to subscribe for the loan,
and by theis means to get them to take an in-
terest algo in thig Province and its affairs. And
the accomplishment of this object was one of the
best features of the loan. However, regarding the
standing of those who had taken shares in the
new Joan, I may mention the one instance—
that of'the Rock Insurance Company, which took
£40,000, in Stock, not in Bonds, and what was
more, sent in a check the same day, for the
amount. (Hear. 'hear.) There was another
matter connected with thisloan, which wasalso
gratifying, namely, the manner in which the
proposed scheme was spoken of by the city cor~
respondents of the English journals. Those
gentlemen had spoken of the scheme in a flat-
tering manner—a fact, which although too
much stress need not be laid upon it, yet
it was gratifying at the time, as the favourable
expression of public opinion on any matter of
public importance, must ever be. This incident
was all the more gratifying, continued the Hon.
gentlenran, as at first 1 had to encounter the ef-
fect of a bitterly hostile attack against Canada,
from the leading organ of England (the T7mes)
which caused me a great deal of anxiety as to
the ultimate success of the scheme I had in view;
the attack of thispaperon the position of Canada,
was most untair and ungenerous,(hear, hear,) and
instead of representing matters in ‘a true and
honest light, it misrepresented them entirely,
(hear, hear) and it was most desirable to correct
those mis-statements as soon as possible. (Hear,
hear.) As to the conversion of the six percent.
bonds into the five per ceat. loan, it was, as
yet, impossible to speak definitely of the number
of persons, who having stock under the present
system, would bring it in and have it exchanged
for the new stock. The following is a state-
ment of the six per cent. sterling, debentures,
and the present charge upon the Province in
respect of them, as compared with this charge,
if converted in the terms proposed. The dates
given are those on which the debentures mature :

Equivalent amt. of

. C. 8tock.
Aug. 1874......£500,000 StE. ... .. £547.500
Sept. 1874, - vnr 400,000  .voern 442,500
July 18%7...... 200,000 “ ...... 222,000
Jan. 1878...... 342,500 Teevee. 381,031
Jan. 1879......2,044,000 “ ......3,281,615
Jan. 1880...... BTIN00 & ...... 647,024
July 1880......1,263.400 ¢ ......1,417,376
July 188l...... 350,000 ¢ ...... 394,036
Jan. 1882...... 196000 “ ...... 220,990
July 1882...... 500,000 & ...... 564375
Jan. 1883...... 150,000 ¢ ...... 169,500
Tuly 1883...... 250,000  ...... 282968
Jan. 1884...... 350,000 “ ...... 396812
Tuly. 1884...... 113500 < ...... 113500

which gives a total of £7,223,600 sterling, with
interest.at the rate of six.per cent per annum,
amounting to £433,414; while the total of
the equivalent amount of five per cent stock
amounted to £8,081,230, with interest, amount-
ing to £404,061. The interest on the latter

.

amount, £404,061, together with the amount of
the Sinking Fund at a half per cent, £40,406
would sltogether amount to £444,46%, which
shows an increased charge of £11,051 annual-
ly to the Province. But there was another
advantage to be gained. If the additional sum
which we shall pay annually under the pro-
posed system had been invested as & Sinking
Fund at five per cent, at the end of fifty years
it would only have extinguished £2,313,239 of
the debt, whereas our proposed payments extin-
guish thewholedebtin the same period. The diff-
erence therefore, between the two systems is,
that under the one the Province shall be totally
free from all debt at the end of fifty years—
and at the end of the same period. and with
precisely the same expenditure, being in debt
to the amount of £4,910,361. Or, in other
words, the proposed sinking fund of a half per
cent., would entirely free the Province from
debt at the end of fifty . years, while under the
other system, we should at.the same period be
in debt over 4,000,000, while the expenditure’
was the same in both cases. A very important
part of the proposed measure was that which
made it impossible for this sinking fund to he
applied to any but its legitimate purpose. In
needy times, it might happen that some Finance
Minister would be inclined to supply any de-
ficiency that might occur in the revenue, from
this source. But the measure was so framed
that he could not do so. The sinking fund
could only be applied to the redemption of the
national debt.  This arrangement was part of
the compact which the Province cutered into
with those who had taken Stock in the new
fund. The payment of the half per cent. was
to be guaranteed—and placed beyond all con-
trol or influence—which was a wise and consid-
erate regulation, since it ensured the extinguish-
ment of the debt at the expiration of the period
named. I will nowsay a word in relation to the
terms upon which these negotiations are carried
out by the Financial Agents of the Province,
although it is hardly necessary that I should do
so, seeing that they are explicitly set forth in-
the letter which I addressed to them on the
20th of January, and published on page 36 in
the printed papers sent down to the House. It
is proper, however, that I shoiuld state in what
respect they are better than the previously ex-
isting ones. Under the previous arrangement,
they received one per cent. on the negotiation
of a loan, and also one per cent. on the redemp-
tion of a loan. Consequently, it will be
seen that, where a loan might become neces-
sary for the purposec of redemption, the Agents
would receive & commission on both operations;
clearly this was a thing which it was desirable
should be altered. True, no mischiefthat I am
aware resulted from it, as our debt had not yet
matured, but it might operate so as, on some
future occasion, to make an undue charge on
the public for the services performed. There-
fore, Sir, I agreed that they should have the
same commission on loans which they had been -
in the habit of charging, namely, one per cent.
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1 also agreed that on those portions of a loan
which were allotted to Brokers on the Stock
Exchange, & commission ‘should be allowed of
one quarter per cent ; the usual commission
given to Brokers, and which would have to be
paid by our Agents to the Brokers. I thought,
as ] imagine the House will think, that it was
only right they should be re-imbursed this sum.
But where the allotment took place by direct
application to the Agents and not through Bro-
kers, I thought they were only entitled to the
commission of one per cent. Then, in regard
to the Sinking Fund, their Commission would
be one per cent.
gross amount which they would receive would
be exceedingly small, but by no possibility could
they receive a larger sum than the one per cent
on the whole amount, while under the old ar-
rangement the one per cent might have been
paid several times over.

Mr.MACDOUGALL—You have not yet stated
what will be the cost of management.

Hon. Mr. GALT.—It will be only very
trifling—merely the expense of clerk’s labor.

Hon. Mr. BROWN.—Will you state how much
of the $2,800,000 has beenjtaken up in Bonds
and how much in Stock ?

Hon. Mr. GALT-—I think the amount taken
up instockis about £300,000. But it was not
8 matter of consequence to the Province whether
the amount were held by individuals in the
shape of Bonds or Stock. The point to be gain-
ed by us was to make the debt assume an irre-
deemable shape. The result of the whole oper-
ation, then, may be thus briefly summed up :(—
The alteration in the investment of the Sinking
Fund is £13,256, amounting in all to £62,098.
The relief obtained by making up the Sml\mg
Fund is shown thus :—

Now we pay £60,000 Interest
30 000 Sinking Fund

£90,000
Interest on £707,000 at
5 per cent. 35,233
£54,76

Average profit on new

Investment for 6 years 10,000

£64,767 Sterling.
The profit in the Sinking
Fund in the aggregate

- will be £62,098
and the profiton conver-
sion 34,413

Making altogether £96,511

The cost of the operation mighe be set down
at £30,600 sterling—that is the amount paid to
agents and commission, independent of the
£450,000, which .must have been raised for the
reduction of the Seignorial dues and for the
Public Buildings at Ottawa. The final result
is as follows :—

The whole debt will be-—

New Loan £2,800,000 Sterling

For many years, however, the |

Conversionof6 percent 8,081,230

Conversion of 5percent 279,325
Balance of present cur-

rency and of Munici-

pal Debt 1,008,000
Making a total of  £12,168,555
The annual charge on

that being 5 per cent

interest £608,427

3 percent Sinking F'd 60,842
The total charge con-

nected with the debt

in that shape being £669,269
The present interest

amounts to £665,345
There i3 the certainty of

having to pay inter-

est at the rate of 6

per cent on the new

capital of £450,000% 27,000
And to the Smkmg Fd .
on the "Imperial Loan 30,000

Making the total pre-
sent annual charge on
_the revenue £722,345

The reduced charge, consequently, would be
for about eight years £53.076, including pro-
vision for the annual payment to the Sinking
Fund £60,847. In 1869, under the former ar-
rangement, the time when the Imperial Loan
would have been paid off, the relief, as he had
shown, would be £90,000. So that at the end
of that time, there would be an increased charge
of £36,924. The operation of the Sinking
Fund would then, however, be felt—$740,000
sterling would be paid off, and the annual sav-
ing, for nearly nine years, will have been $53,-
076,-0r $258,303 annually. (Hear, hear.) Fur-
xber, at the end of forty years, the whole £12,-
000,000 of debt would be entirely wiped off]
and for the increase, at the end of eight years,
when it may be hoped the country will be well
able to bear it, of $179,696, theroc would be
a saving of £632,345, or $3,077,412 per annum
at tee end of forty years. Whereas, under
the other plan, the whole of this debt will
remain, with the annual charge of £632,545.
Now, of course, in a plan of this kind, it was a
matter of opinion as to the issue, whether it
could be accomplished or not. There can be
no certain guarantee of its success. The cal-
culations of the view the public may take of the
plan may, to a certain extent, prove erroneous,
although every care and caution were exercised
in their preparation. I can only say, however,
that it is the opinion of leading gentlemen on
the Stock Exchange, as well as of our own
Financial Agents, that, so great isthe favor
with which the operation has been received by
the public, that no difficulty will be experienced
in carrying it out. The holders of six per cent
bonds will, it is expected, readily come forward
to have the bonds converted into five per cent
stock. ‘This is already shewn to b¥ the favorite
stock, the other 6 preentdebt maturlmg, asitdoes

\
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at different periods, and, consequently, bearing a
relative value at the time. They must be sold in
proportion to the time they have to run, while the
5p. c. willalways bear an uniform value, and from
the larger amount of one description of security
in the market, will be more easily sold. Before
proceeding to close my remarks on thia matter,
I desire to revert for a moment to the Municipal
Loan Fund. It is within the knowledge of the
House, that the Consolidated Revonue has
never been charged with interest on them,
but that under the Act and by the terma
of the bonds the municipalities were specially
charged with the payment of the interest.
Under the last Act, however, Parliament has
authorised the Governmentio redeem thesebonds
and.the Government have, in accordance with
the authorijy of Parliament, offered to take
thege bonds or exchange them into five per
cent. stock ; or, what was equivalent to it, take
them at par. Accordingly, it will be the duty
of the Government to ask from the House,
authority to pay the interest on these bonds up
to the 30th of June next. But after that date,
if the holders do not avail themselves of the
option for their conversion, the Government will
not feel that responsibility any longer resting
upon them. The responsibility will rest with
this Houge. Ifit pleases to make further ad-
vances to this fund it will be at liberty to do zo.
The Government consider, however, that the
House will have fully discharged all moral re-
sponsibility connected with this fund, by the
offer to pay these bonds at par—and that it
now rests with the holdersa of these bonds to de-
cide whéther they will prefer the acceptance of
the terms offered by the Government, or look to
the Municipnl Fund alone for the payment of
their interest and principal. The only points
which I have not touched upon are contained in
that part of the correspondence relating to the
opening of a special account for the new stock,
and the application of the probable large amount
pald in to the Financial Agents. Of the pro-
priety of both proceedings, I think the House
will be satisfied. The House will agree with
me that the items of this new scheme should
not be mixed up in the ordinary accounts. As
to the disposition of the moneypaid in advance,
1 thought it necessary to give the general in-
structions I have done for its disposal, as it
would entail agreat loss of timeif the Financial
Agents had to apply to the Government as to
every investment. My impression is that the
money should, if possible, be invested exclusive-
ly inProvincial securities. Butthere may beoc-
casions when this could notbe done,and to the Fi-
nancial Agents shouldbe left the discretionto act
ag they think best,for the interest of the Province,
under the circumstances of each occasion. Ihave
every confidence that they will exercise a sound
discretion. I must now apologize to the House
if I have drawn too much on its patience. But I
have felt it my duty to give this lengthened ex-
planation, and lengthened though it has been, 1
fear there are some points which I may not
bave been sufficiently explicit upon. If, how-

ever, su\;y Hon. gentleman desires any further in-
formation. on any point, I shall be happy to af-

ford it. | The operation has been an intricate

one, aundit is not, perhaps, very easy for me to

convey to the House the exact impressions which

have be:n conveyed to my own mind. I have

no doubt, however, the effect of debate will be
to elicit some details which may have omitted.
Some gentlemen may differ from me as to the

anticipated result of the operation. After hear-
ing their views, however, I nevertheless antici-
pate, I shall be abieto convince them, that the

action ofthe Government has been correct. The

result, so far, has certainly been satisfactory to

the Government. It is satisfuctory that they
have been enabled toraise alarge sum of money

at a time when the country was unusually de-

pressed—when its credit might have been doubt-
ed Whatever might be the opinion of the Hon.

gentleman as to the policy of the Government

it'must nevertheless be a subject of congratulu~
tion to all, that the country has safely passed

through an unprecedented severe and longcon-

tinued depression, during which its energies

have been putto the severest test, and that

through all, its credit has been maintained in &
Money Market like that of England, which was

se sensitive in regard to everything connected
with the public credit and the public faith.

But, I think,the most important subject of all, is
the success which has attended, and will, it is
believed, continue to attend the operation in
regard to the conversion of our debt, whereby,
for the first time in this- Province, a Sinking
Fund has been provided which cannot be touch-
ed, and whereby the whole of our debt will be
gradually extinguished. The period when this
would occur, might certainly not be in the time
of many who now heard him, but it was not far
distant for a transaction of such magnitude, and
of such great importance. I have known no-
thing which has excited more alarm in the pub-
lic mind, than she fact that, instead of diminish-
ing our debt, it has been going on steadily in-
creasing. It had been felt that means should
be taken, it possible, for reducing it. The effect
of the plan of the Government would be, as he
had stated, to reduce the charge during the first
few years-—during those years when 'the country
will really require relief. After that, there
would be an increased charge of £36,000 a-year.
But when the House considered that the coun-
try will then, in all probability, be in a better
position to bear it, and that it will lead to the
entire extinction of the debt, the importance of
the scheme will be seen. The Government have
looked to the interests of the future, as well ag
to those of to-day. They have had in view the
establishment of the Finances on a sound foot-
ing. They have desired to have provision made
for ultimately freeing the people of the heavy
load of annual taxation which they have had to
bear. We are in the possession of immensepub-
lic Works which are not, it is true, now
profitable, but we shall be able to maintain
them without a greater burden of taxation.
If we shall not see the day, our children
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will see it fully completed, when those magni-
ficient works will be held by the Province frec
of debt; and when the year 1860 will be referred
to as the time when a sound system of finance
was established in this country. (The hon.
gentleman resumed his seat amidst loud cheer-
ing.) ) !

Mr. BROWN complimented the Finance Minis-

ter on the able and dexterous manner in which-

he had placed the statements of his financial

operations before the House, but said he should

take an early opportunity of showing that it

was the most fallacious statement that had ever

been submitted to any Legzislaturein the world.
The Bill wag then read a first time.

OCEAN STEAMERS.

After the recess, the House went into Coms
mittee of the Whole on the Hon. Mr. Smith’s
resolutions on postal subsidies.

~ Mr. BROWN urged that the proper course to
take was the appointment of & Special Commit-
tee to procure information as to the exact posi-
tion of the Company, and whether Parliament
would be warranted in granting so large a sub-
sidy. If the subsidy were granted on the Post-
master’s ipse dizit, and his hopes proved falla-
cious, the Government would come back to the
House saying that the line must be sustained,
4nd they would have the Grand Trunk affair
aver again. ’ .

Mr. LANGEVIN said that the Canadian
Line did not receive one-eighth of what some
other companies received in public assistance.
He was glad to see that two new ships were to
be built. With regard to these it had becn sug-
gested to him that they should be. built in this
country. On the whole, there should be more
information given,

Hon. J. S. MACDONALD took the same view.
Further information was necessary. When the
Haquse of Assembly gave aid to this undertaking,
it became a partin the concern as it were. It
should, therefore, look to the huilding of the
Company’s ships, and sce that they were built
in this country. .

Mr. SIMPSON thonght that the remarks of
the Hon. member for Cornwall, were very little
to the point. The Hon.member had not touched
the question, whether it was worth while to
vote £104,000 in return for the service whichthe
Company, for that sum, was willing to perform.
He thought it was.

Hon. Mr. CAYLEY said that to tell the con-
tractors how they were to build their ships, and
where they were to be built, would be an un-
called for meddling with the affairs of the Com-
pany ; and its effect would be to free the con-
tractors from all responsibility. These gentle-
wen had a large acquaintance with ship
building and shipping, and  with that ac-
quaintance they came to the House, and
offered for £104,000 to & certain. work.
He did not find fault with the observations of
the Hon. member for Toronto, for it was perfect-
1y right that the House should carefully inquire

_and see if we could afford the increased subsidy

of $416,000, which the resolutions proposed to
give the Company. We had statements before
us of what we paid under the old contract, and
of the amount of postage we accounted for to
Great Britain; the former sum was $200,000,
and the latter S155,000. By the new
arrangement, the total charge to Canada,
including transit through the States, was
$481,000, but the estimates of the Postmas-
ter-General showed that we might anticipate a
revenue which would abundantly justify us in
incurring that cost. We had notyet fullreturns
of the value of the mails brought out under the
new system, but it was known that the Boston
mail from Paris was alone worth $300, that is
for the single voyage, and the return mail would
be at least equally valuable. This would give
$600 a week from Boston, and the Philadelphia
mails were at least equally good, while those to
and from New York would be worth those of
both these cities. Thus from that city the
weekly mails would amount to something like
$1,000. . From these three cities the receipts
from French mails towards the payment of the
subsidy would cxceed $2,000. But.toNthese
sources were to be added the mails from the
Hanseatic towns, which would probably equal all
the French, and indeed the prospects opened so
largely that one was almost startled atthem. In
his opinion, there was no room for doubt or hes-
itation in coming forward to make good the
amount agked by the Company, and in spite of”
tie disasters which had recently happened, he
conceived we were bound toshow that our faith
or confidence in the line was in no way shaken.

.If we had no -profit at all, and could only say

we suffered no loss, he would not hesitate, nay,
he would go further, and say he would be willing
that Canada should submit even to a small loss3
to keep up an enterprise which promised to give
us a large portion of the carrying trade of the
Great West. He had no doubt of the reliability
of the statements furnished, and if it were cor-
rect that the new contract wag within the cost
of the old, how could we hesitate? He was not
prepared to say that the Company would do all
they promised, but their prudence and business
abilities were known, and he did not believe
they would offer to do anything unless they felt
competent to do so. There was enough before
the House to show that the new contract would
produce better results than the old, and he
would therefore vote for the resolutions.

Col. PLAYFAIR—In this enterprise, he con-
sidered Canada had little to risk and much to
gain. We had the shortest, the cheapest, and
consequently the best route; therefore, we were
likely to engross all the European mails. If we
got the letters we would get the passengers, and
their eyes would be opened to the facts of the
case, when, of course, trade and fireght . would
follow. The route was also the most comfort-
able, for the water was almost smooth to Belle-
Isle, and he understood the ladies seldom - left
the table until they got there. When our steamer
struck Quebec, that for New York would be
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" four hundred and seventy miles at sea, and by
the time she was at New York our mail matter
might be three hundred miles beyond Chicago,
or nearly half way across the continent. 1t was
not because onr steamers were the fastest, for,
on the contrary, they were hardly as fast as
the Cunard boats; but because our route was
the,shortest and the easiest that we made the
best time. He was willing to be thought a
visionary, but he verily believed that- before
long, a person might leave the London Exchange
and in eleven.days be at the west side of the
‘continent.  The line would pay better and bet-
ter every year; and if at present our railways,
running alongside of our rivers and great lakes,
answered so well, how would they not pay when
they coursed the western country, where they
would not have to compete with water carriage.
By the means proposed, immense results, favor-
able to Canada, would be developed ; and if we
wanted the cities of Quebec and Montreal to be-
come the Cincinnati and New Orleans of Canada.
We should strive also to complete our canal
communications by way of the Ottawa, and not
let the trade pass by the port where it wagsure
to be tapped by the American railways. With
great pleasure be would vote for the subsidy. .

Mr. McGEE thought the postal arrangements
made with the United States operated entirely
to the advantage of the Government, else the
shrewd authgrities at Washington would not
have accepted our terms oa twenty-four hours’
notice. The Canadizn Government was to
carry the United States mails from Chicago to
Portland free in winter, and in summer
from Chicago to Riviére du Loup, for the
rifling privilege of passing the Canadian mails,
free a distance of about one hundred and thirty
miles. This gratuitous service could hardly be
halanced by the profits of the ocean service, and
if it were the present high rates of sea service,
were by no meaus reliable, and inthe event of 2
diminution of these rates we must suffer actual
loss. The applications of the Hon. Postmaster
General for the United States mails were based

-on the high speed at which the mails were to be
carried on the Canadian line. -By- inciting the
masters of those vessels to make the highest
possible speed, the Hon, Postmaster General had
rendered himselfto a great extent responsibte
for the late lamentable accidents.

Mr. A. P. MACDONNELL thought it very
injudicious torefuse the subsidy of £100,000, to
the Canadian line of steamers. Theinterest and
the honour ofthecountry demanded that the line
should be continued. It was a part of the public
works of Canada, and when private gentlemen
had invested £700,000 in the line £100,000
seemed a small amount for the Government to
grant them, especially since fourteen millions
badbeen granted the Grand Trunk Railway.

Mr. ADAM WILSON had many objections to
granting so large s subsidy for this purpose.
He did not see that the benefit to the country
would be preportionate to the amount granted.
We could not compete to advantage with all
the other lines, even with the present mail ar-

rangement, there was a loss of $44,400 per an-
num. Now there are new vesselg to be built and
money was expected from the Government. He
did not know that such an application of the
public money was alegitimate exercise of the
legislative power. He would like tobe informed
also by what authority, the dependent Province
of Canada sent an ambassador to carry on ne-
gotiations with sovereign States: He believed
the mail arrangements recently effected in
Washington would prove chiefly advantageous
to the United States. It was to be hoped the
Hon. Postmaster General would not, by unprofi-
table speculations, defeat the money saving
schemes of the Hon. Minister of Finance.

Hon. Mr. BROWWN—Hear, hear.

Mr. McMICKEN said, thatif the Opposition
were pleased with the buffooney they had heard
that evening from the junior member for Mon-
treal, he must think them something like chil-
dren—pleased with a rattle, and tickled with a
straw. (Langhter.) - Thé Hon. member (Mr.
McGee) had, after many offensive personalities,
thought proper to charge the Hon. Post Master
General with the responsibility for the loss of
the Hungarian, showing by his correspondence
with the Postmaster General at Washington,
that his (Mr. Smith’s) contract for carrying the
mAil was to depend upon the speed with
which it was carried. But the letter from
Washington from which the Honorable mem-
ber (Mr. McGee) learned that the Honorable
Postmaster General was to cause the vessels tor
run at such a dangerous speed, happened to be
dated nine days after the Hungarian had left
Liverpool. (Hear, hear.) He (Mr. McMicken):
should vote for the subsidy, to sustain our noble
line of steamers.

Mr. POPE could not sece the philosophy of
sinking a large sum of money annually for the
good of the country; and believing thesteamers
to be of more value to other countrics than to
Canada, he should not vote for the subsidy.
Why could they not run as the Glasgow line
did? That line supported itself without any
subsidy.

Hon. Mr. ROSE was glad to find the general
feeling to be in favor of supporting the Canadian
line of steamers at aH hazards and at all ex-
pense.  (Hear, hear.) He thought the only fear
was that expressed by the Hon. member for To-
ronto, that sufficient enquiry had not been made
as to whether the £100,000' named was reslly
sufficient to sustain theline. )

Mr. BROWN---Oh no!

Hon. Mr. FOLEY said the sum at which the
contract was previously taken had proved insuf-
ficient ; and what guarantee had they that this
sum would not also fall below the demands?

Hon. Mr. ROSE---That was an experiment.

Hon. Mr. BROWN---So will this be.

Hon. Mr. ROSE was of opinion thst the ar-
rangements of the Postmaster General would be
productive of even a larger revenue than he had
himself anticipated.  But as regarded the im-
portance of the line to the interests of the coun-
try; he thought there could be no doubt. The
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great reason why Canada could not command
the trade of the Great West was because freight
could not be sent as cheaply from the St. Law-
rence to Liverpool ag from Boston and New York.
(Hear, hear.) For many years past the revenue
from public works, and egpecially from Ca-
nalg had been decreasing ; and they must con-
tinue to decrease as long as goods could be
shipped from Boston and New York on more
favorable terms than from Canadian ports. It
had been said this Canadian line was of no real
benefit to Canada, but a few figures would be
the test argumerit to the contrary and would
show the saving it effected. To the farmer, the
producer and the merchant this line effected a
saving of more than £40,000 a year on the out-
ward freights, and nearly £50,000 on the inward
freight. (Hear, hear.) The rates established by
the Cunard line were from £4 to £6 sterling, per
ton to New York and Boston, averaging about
£5 10s. by the time freight reached Canada. By
the Canadian line the rates established were from
£2 to £2 15 to Montreal. In Winter to Port-
land the charges were from £2 103. to £3 per.
ton. A comparison between the rates of freight
would show a difference in favor of Portland
and Montreal of about £60,000 a year. It had
beecn said the line should support itself as the
Glasgow line did ; but there was a great differ-
ence. The Canadian chips could not take their
own time in waiting for freight or passengers,
as the Glasgow line did, but carrying the mail
were compelled to sail regularly and on certain
days. ‘Butit was not onlyin reference to the sav-
ing of freight that this ought to be viewed—it
ought to be looked at a3 involving the very ex-
istence of Canadian Commerce. We now bad as
good and regular communication with Europe,
via Canadian routes, in winter as insummer. It
was for the interest of the revenues of the Pub-
. lic Works, therefore, that the last link of this
communication, as important a one as any of
_the rest, should not be cut away. (Hear.) Al-
ready, this year, since the opening of the Vic-
_toria . Bridge, no less than 950 tons of grain,
1,100 of lard, 100 tons of pork, 30 tons of beef,
and 50 tons of butter, had been exported from
the Western States to Europe by our Steamers.
This, he viewed as the commencement of an Ex-
port Trade which would ultimately be the most
important on this Hemisphere. But, to. its
- growth, the permanence of our Steam Line wag
_pecessary, and, at this particular juncture in its
affairs, we ought not to hesitate. Why, it was
said by some, should we not hold Wallace to
‘his bargain, and compel him to run his line for
£55,000 a year for three or four years? They
‘must remember that the Company, under the
contract, had the right to throw up their con-
tract atsix months’ notice, and they must reflect
on the position the Province would be in if
the line were discontinued. Here we had been
paying the United States for inland carriage on
European mails, nearly £11,000 a year. We
bad been paying Great Britain, towards the
- Cunard subsidy, £19,000 a year ag postage. Were
we to go back to that state of things again?

Were we to rigk the cessation of communication
for several years, through the bresking down of
our line? Ags to the expense of the trips, it was
easy to see how great it was. Here were some
items. Fifty tons of coal, a day, for 12 days,
cost £1,200; insurance, 10 per cent. a year,
1,200/; wages 600{—and not a large sum.

Mr. DUBORD—Five hundred more than cov-
ered wages.

Hon. Mr. ROSE—Provisions 600; stores, oil
and tallow, 400/.; labour, lake and harbour
dues, 500 Here were & number of items, nearly
making up the 6,000 which each trip cost on
an average. What more could a Committeo
find out if it sat every day for six months?
Now, ag to the chance of obtaining a subsidy
from the British Government. If this line broke
down, we could not go to Britain with a de-
mand for a subsidy. (Hear.) Butif it were
maintained, then we had the. possibility, the
probability say, almost the certainty, that the
English Government would do us justice.
There was a strong feeling not only in Canads,
but among the British people, that injustice was
done to thizs colony in subsidizing a line to
rival ports in a foreign country to the extent of
£300,000, stg. ,

Major CAMPBELL.—If the British Govern-
ment subsidized the line, would their subsidy be
applied in reduction of ours ?

Hon. Mr. ROSE.—If the Canadian Govern-
ment could induce the British Government to
assist in subsidizing the line, the assistance
would, of course, diminish the liabilities of
Canadatowards the Contractors. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Mr. FOLEY made a few remarks, urging
the appointment of & Committee to investigate
the subject.

The Committee soon after adopted the two
resolutions, rose and reported them.

Hon. Mr. BROWN then said it was deplorable
that no enquiry was allowed to be made. Here
we were about to add $400,000 a year to the
burden of the country, on the mere ipse dizit of
the Postmaster General that the finances could
bear it ; that the Government had looked into
the public chest, and knew that it was all right.
He would therefore move in amendment, that
the said Resolutions be not now read ‘s second
time, but that they be referred to & Select Com-
mittee of nine Members to inquire and report
forthwith as to the position and prospects of the
said line of Steamships, and the anticipated ad-
vantage to be derived from increasing the subsi-
dy now granted the said line. The said Com-
mittee to have power tosend for peraons, papers
and records, and to'report with all conyenient
speed. : :

Hon. Mr. GALT wondered at the loose state-
ments of the Hon. Gentleman. He (Mr. Brown)
had said, characteristically, that the burdens of
the people were to be increased by $400,300.
Why, they were liable for $220,000 of it ale
ready. The increase was only $49,000 cur-
rency; a large portion of it would probably be
made up by postages to be received.
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Hon. Mr. BROWN explained that he had
meant to say the burdens would be increased fo
$400,000. :

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE thought that the amend-
ment of the Hon. member from Toronto, was
one that ought not to obtain the sanction of the

House. He thought-the motion was so worded
that it was outof order. He raised the point of
order.

Hon. Mr. BROWN contended that it was in
order. The point of order referring to the time
of receiving the report, he could substantiate
from many precedents. )

Hon. J. S. MACDONALD thought the motion
in order. )

. The SPEAKER ruled the motion out of order.

Hon. Mr. MACDONALD suggested, that to
save time, the Report be received, when Mr.
Brown could move his amendment to its adop-
tion and make it a test question.

Hon J. 8. MACDONALD -considered that it
was important for the House in view of the
late catastrophe, to declare its confidence in the
line of steamers. He also condemned all delay
upon the other ground, that it wae the duty of
the House to take such action as would secure
to it a portion of the ocean subsidy from Eng-
land. (Hear hear.) He was sorry to differ from
his Hon. friend (Mr. Brown); but at the same
time, he would not be doing bis duty if he did
not vote against the amendment. (Hear, hear.)

Mr. McDOUGALL thought the vote about to

be given, no ordinary one; and condemned the
Government for refusing the enquiry which a
special committee would not have failed to
bring out. It was an unfortunate thing that on
the day when the Finance Minister had brought
down his scheme to lighten the burthens of the
people, this scheme should have been brought
forward to add a very heavy burthen to the
existing debt. What benefit would the pro-
posed subsidy confer on Upper Canada ? There
were many members from Western Canada who
did not see the necessity for this increased sub-
sidy—notwithstanding that so much had been
said about members being unanimous in de-
termining to keep up the national steamboat
line at any risk. He desired to sec all the facts
laid before a Special Committee. He would press
upon the attention of the House that it was to
keep up her national superiority that England
subsidized. And he did notapprove of Canada
entering into competition with England.

Hon. Mr. LORANGER thought that immediate
action should be taken. The line was a national
one, and it should be maintained at the national
expense. Delay would be most.dangerous, just
now especially, from the recent loss of two
steamers of the line—and if the matter were re-
ferred to & Special Committee,it would look bad

abroad—inasmuch as it would appear that we

had not confidence in our own line. He would
vote against all delay.

Hon. Mr. DORION could not concur in the
statement made by the last speaker but one, to
the effect that Upper Canada was notinterested in

the maintenance of the national line of steamers.

Such was not the case. (Hear, hear.) How-
ever, he did not agree in the necessity of giving
this subsidy to the line. The statements made
by the Hon. Commissioner of Public Works
were not sufficient to warrant the outlay of the
subsidy. And it was not proper to ask the
House to bestow it on the mere #pse dizit of any
Hon. gentleman. He had been told that so far
from being losers. that the Company in question
were doing a splendid business, and making
money. At all events the subsidy ought not
to be increased until the House knew what it
was doing. Besides the subsidy to the line of
steamers, there was also a provision for $10,000
to & line of telegraph. The House knewnothing
of this matter, and surely, if it granted it aid,
it ought to have the privilege of making regula-
tions for it. He would vote for the Committee
of Enquiry. .

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE thought that the last
Speaker had not made out a case against the
application of the subsidy. In England, where
the principles of subsidies are generally disap-
proved of, as contrary to sound policy, they are
kept, simply on grounds of absolute necessity.
(Hear, hear.) It was a losing concern, a3 expe-
rience showed, for a private person to run such
8 line of steamers as the Canadian line. (Hear,
hear.) If it were otherwise, there would be
many candidates in the field. The proper view
to take of the matter is that, being restricted as
they are, the present Company could not be
making money. It was not right to compare
this line to the Glasgow line, or any other line
—since those other lines could run when they
liked, and lay up when they thought fit. Where-
as this line had to start-at stated periods, fair
weather or-foul, full or empty. He could not
but think that the effect of the amendment was
to prohibit the company from receiving any sub-
sidy at all, and this, altbough Hon. gentlemen
on the other side of the House had declared
their intention to sustain the line at any risk.
{(Hear, hear.) )

Hon. Mr. FOLEY could not allow the Hon.
gentleman to impugn the intentions of Hon. gen-
tlemen on his'side of the House. The arguments
of his Hon. friend were extremely illogical, and
it was absurd to say that the particulars of the
loss of the contractors should not be laid before
the House. He thought that the enquiry ought
to be granted, if for no other purpose, in order
to see if any other company would be willing to
take up the contract at the present price, sup-
posing that the present company threw it up..

Hon. Atty. General MACDONALD, reminded
the House that the leader of the Opposition (Mr.
Brown) had declared in the House, some short
time ago, that the present measure was a
good one, and that he would support it. While
the Hon.member from North Oxford had just de-
clared that the measure could not benefit Upper
Canada. These things were very incongistent.

The House then divided on Hon. Mr. Brown's
amendment. Yeas 33, Nays 70.

The main motion was then put and carried,
when the bill in the resolution was.introduced
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and read a first time, and ordered to be read a
second time on Tuesday. .
The House then adjourncd.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Monday, 12th March, 1860.

Hon. Mr. SPE! \X«.E"{ took the chair at 3
o'clock. ’ :
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET presented a Re-
turn relative to the Distribution of the Consoli-
dated Statutes.

BILLS INTRODUCED.

Bt to abolish the us¢ of Grand Juries in
Recorders’ Courts, in Upper Canada.~—Hon. Mr.
Campbell,

Buui to amend the Act incorporating the In-
ternational Bridge Company.—Hon. Mr. Christie.

Biir entitled an Act to repeal the Act in-
corporating the Toronto Mechanics Institute,
and permitting it to be incorporated under the
general Act for the incorporation of Mechanics’
Institutes.—Hon. Mr. Allan.

Birt respecting the challenging of Jurors in
certain cases.—Hon, Mr. Allan.

MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS.

The House, on motion of Hon. Mr. VAN-
KOUGHNET, ‘wentinto Committee of the Whole,
on the Pubhc Lands Management Bill. —Hon,
Mr. De Blaquiére in the chair.

The first Eight Clauses of the Bill were
adopted without amendment.

The Ninth Clause being read,

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET proposed to amend
it by giving the Governor in Council power to
apply the provisions of the Act to the Jesuits
Estates, Crown Domain and Seigniory of
Lauzon. .

Amendment carried, and Clause as amended
adopted.

The Tenth and Eleventh Clauses were adopt-
cd.

The Twelfth Clause, as to the determination
of claims for land, was read.

Hon. Col. PRINCE complained that it was not
so favorable to the rights of old soldiers as the
clause on the same subject in the Bill introduced
by the Hon. Mr. Sicotte, when Commissioner of
Crown Lands. Under - this Section * no .claim
¢ for land arising from Militia, United Empire
“ Loyalist, or Military rights, shall be enter-
 tained unless the same was actually located
£ or admitted, or proof in support thereof suffi-

“ cient in the opinion of the Commissioner of-

¢ Crown Lands furnished before the passing, on
¢ the 14th June, 1853, of the Act 16 Vic. c. 159;
“and the landscrip or certificates entitling
“ partiés to. purchase land issued prior to the
# passing of the said Act, shall be recognized
“ and rcdeemed, provnded that such serip and
¢ certificates be presented and established in the
# QOffice of the Commissioner of Crown Lands,

« before the 1st January, 1862.” He (Hon Col.
Prince) thought this clause would operate an
injustice to many claimants, and instanced one
case, that of the Rev. Mr. Dewar, whose father
was killed in the war of 1812, and who had
been unable to urge his rights on account of ah-
sence in Germany. This gentleman should not
be precluded {rom presenting his claim ; in fact
all who could assert and prove their claims
should, up to the latter period in the clause, st
January, 1862, have the privilege of going be-
fore the Commnissioner and having the same de-
termined. He moved in amendment that the
words of the clause which e had quoted be
struck ont, and that all claims of the nature re-
ferred to be recognized, if presented before 1862.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET said it was not in
the interest of public morality or justice toopen
the door to claimants azwide as the Hon. gentle-
man (Hon. Col. Prince) wished. If there were
no restriction as to these claims, fraud would be
practiced in ten cases for every one in which
an act of justice might be done. All the claims
arose out of transactions forty years ago, and
if the parties had not already had sufficient time
to urge their pretensions, he would like to know
what time they should get. The main object
in making these grants in favor of officers and
others who served in the war was, originally, to
enable them to settle in the country, and assist
in its colonization; but the majority of ‘the
cages still undetermined were those of persons
who left Canada with their Regiments or fami-
lies, and who did not come forward to assert
their rights until their taking possession of the
lands was of less consequence to the country
and of more value to themsclves or their des-
cendants. He had come to the conclusion, after
having deliberated upon the matter since last
session, that, although in individual cases it
might be a hardship, public policy required
there should be some limit to the time within
which these claims upon the charity of the
Government, as they had become, could be pre-
ferred.

The amendment was not adopted.

The twelfth and thirteenth clause were
adopted.

The fourteenth clanse heing read.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET said, that since
the Bill was printed, he had thought the Go-
vernor in Council should have power, under this
clause, to set apart Crown Lands, not only for
the public purposes therein mentioned, but also
for Model and Industrial Farms—the grantsin
such cases not to exceed onc hundred acres.
He proposed an amendment to this effect. .

Hon. Mr. MOORE did not think that one hun-
dred acres of wild lands could be made avail-
able for the purposes of a Mode! Farm.

Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE—Yes, if they could be
sold, and the proceeds applied to the purchase
of suitable lands.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET had read, with
pleasure, a pamphlet on Agriculture, by the Hon.
gentleman opposite (Hon. Mr. Moore) which
contained many interesting suggestions, and ad-
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vocated the establishment of model farms. He
(Hon. Mr. Vankoughnet) thought it very desira-
ble that thoge trained as masters in the Normal
Schools should have some knowledge of agricul-
ture, botany, &c., and to enable them to receive
instructions of this kind, in a practical form, he
was of opinion some land, to be used for the
purposes of a model farm, ahould be attached to
every School Section. If the Legislature could
by such means, really encourage a taste for
agricultural pursuits, make labor honorable, and
give it importance in the eyes of the youth of
the country, so many of them-would not befound
abandoning the occupation- of their fathers, and
filling the ranks of the professions. There were
some young men now-a-days, he was sorry to
say, who preferred being bar-keepers, rather than
farmers, ag their fathers were. With reference
to the land to be granted, it did not necessarily
follow that the 100 acres would be in a remote
distriet; all that he proposed was, that Govern-
ment should have power to set apart for the pur-
pose of model farms, lots not exceeding 100
acres. .

Hon, Mr. MOORE was gratified to see that the
Government were so alive to the interests of
agriculture, and that their attention had been
directed to the subject of model farms.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN said there was a large class
of vagrants in cities and towns, who might be
usefully employed on such farms, and at the
same time removed from bad and corrupting
influences. .

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL suggested that the
Clause should state that lands might be appro-
priated for the sites of Agricultural exhibition
buildings, as well as other purposes mentioned.

This suggestion was acquiesced in, and the
Fourteenth Clause was adopted as amended.

The other Clauses of the bill down te the
Twenty First wereadopted without debate, some
verbal amendments having been made. When
the Twenty First Clause was read, :

Hon. Mr. McDONALD, while compiimenting
the Commissioner, upon the care shownin the
preparation of the measure, moved an amend-
ment to the 2nd sub-section (giving the Com-
missioner, or his agents, power to issue distress
warrauts, for rent of public lands in arrear,)
to the effect that so long as the amount of inter-
est on the purchase money is regularly dischar-
ged, no actual scttler berequired topay his pur-
chase money before .1864.

" Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET explained that no
other than the course proposed would do with
the parties in arrears. The regulaticns issued
from the Crown Lands Department had been se-
verely commented on, but it was not those reg-
ulations, so much as the stories circulated res-
pecting them, that had produced bad effects.
He had been made the subject of a great deal of
unmanly abuse, in connection with the same
regulations; he called it unmanly, because the
Legislature was just as responsible as he was for
them, baving allowed them to remain on the
table during & whole session without attention.
Three questions, he believed, were put in Par-

liament, in reference to the regulations, and
the answers given were that the Government had
no desire to press settlers. It was not fair to
the Government or the department, that so soon
as the session rose, fault should have been found
by members wbo did not complain while the
House was sitting. An early explanation was
given and distributed by the Government, as to
what they intended doing, but it was twisted and
distorted into the opposite of what was meant.
The poor people were frightened by heing told
that the Government was goingto turn them off
their farms, that they nced hope for no mercy,
and other similar inventions. He considered
that if any person had becn obliged to borrow
money at high rates of interest, as was said, it
was not so much the fault of the Government as
of those pretended f{riends of the pcople, who,
for thelr own purpose, stated that which was
not the fact. As respects the amendment, the
Hon. gentlemen (Hon. Mr. McDonald,) had al-
lowed tothe settlers in Huron and Bruec, being
unable to pay their arreard. Now the lands in
that part of the country were very valuable, and
the department had been offered $6 an acre
again and again for them. It wasthe interest
of all seitlers;to pey for their lands so soon
as possible, and the Government should not en-
courage any other policy. It was the fault of
all Governments, that they were too lenient
with the public Debtors, and he believed the
history of the country did not farnish any in-
stance in which the Executive bad acted harshly.

The amendment was withdrawn and the
Clause was adopted. |

The remaining Clauses of the Bill were adopt-
ed with a few amendments.

The Commiitee then rose and reported the
Bill with the amendments’and the same were or-
dered to be taken into consideration to-morrow.

GROWING TIMBER.

Mr. ALLAN moved the second reading of the
Bill for the protection of growing timber. In
support of the motion the hon. gentleman
said it was intolerable that the owners of lands
should be exposed to the depredations which
were being continualiy caried on by dishonest
parties who stripped them of their best timber
without their knowledge or consent. The only
remedy they had was a suit at law against par-
ties who were generally irresponsible, or the
bringing them before a magistrate. In almost
all cases it was easy to ascertain to whom lands
belonged and there was no excuse for the tres-
passers. The law should attach a moral stigma
to the robbery of timber just as it did to that of
other descriptions of property. In olden time
when both land and timber were of small value
and it was hard to find out who were the own~—-
ers, itmight be nogreat matter that timber should
be taken off, but the case was very different at
this day whenboth were of importance. He had
known of cases of extreme hardship in connec-
tion with the dishonest practice he was repro-
bating, He had known of persons of small
means who, by a rigid economy, had saved
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enough of money to purchase a lot of land, but
wholwere unable to go to the expense of em-
ploying persons to protect it, who had been des-
poiled of the timber upon it which constituted
its chief value. He proposed to make the rob-
bery. of timber felony, and punigshable by a
ghort term in the Penitentiary, which he consi-
dered better than sending the parties ‘to jail,
from which in the condition our jails they were
more likely to comse out worse than better.

Houn. Col. PRINCE hoped the sevéke penalty
would be restricted to partics guilty ob cutting
ornamental trees in enclosures, for it seemed
rather harsh to send a man to the Penitentiary
for taking a stick out of the forest.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET said the penalty

* might be considered severe, but when it wasre-

membered that lumbermen encouraged the prac-.

tice by buying timber thus stolen, without ex-

posing themselves, however, to the strictures of

law; it was time something should be done to
protect this description of property.

Hon. Mr. BOULTON highly approved of the

- bill, and said he had lost thousands of pounds
by the depredations it was intended to check.

He was surprised such a law had not been passed

long ago. Lands once of great value had been
rendered positively worthless in this way, and
for his part he"could not sce any difference be-
tween stealing wood or any other description of
property. 'In Lower Canada a law had long
existed which afforded adequate protection to
land owners, and be could notsee why in Upper

Canada a man should be robbed by another, who

would laugh at him and say, © you may sue, but

I’'m worth nothing,.

Hon. Mr. CRAWFOﬁI) was equally sorry that
such a law had not been long in existence, for
he too had lost much by such depredations.
There was an extremely low morality on this
subject in Upper Canada, and a man who rob-
bed you to your face would say, God Almighty

. has made these trees grow for everybody. The
rule was that a man was "atliberty to chop
down any tree beyond the line which he could
reach with his axe, and some of them must have
had axes with handles a mile long, for they had
often denuded lands that distance from their
own lots. He had known timber lands to be
sold at any price to getrid of the robberies.
He could see no distinction between the theft-of
a stick worth & dollar from a man’s land,or of a
dollar in money from his house.

Hon. Mr. MOORE~-The lax morality was not
altogether confined in this respcet to Upper
Canada, for there were timber-stealers in Lower
Canada too. -

Hon. SIR E. TACHE asked if the bill would
apply to Lower Canada.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN—it would. .

Hon. SIR. E. TACHE---There is a law in
Lower Canada, but it isnot so severe, and he
did not think the evil complained of existed to
any great extent in the Seignories. He had

Lknown of one or two cases of persons being sent
to prison for cutting down and taking away

‘timber, and it seemed to him it cured the wrong.

The law now in force he regarded as sufficient
for Lower Canada.

Hon. Mr. MURNEY would ask the Hon. mem-
ber how he would like it if he owned a valuable
pinery of some 2000 acres, and a man came to
him and said, “TI'll give you the Government
price for your land, and if you refuse I'll go and
take the ttmber;" yet such was in reality the
practice in Upper Canada. » He knew this was
an every day occurrence, and in two or three
years the most richly- wooded tracts had been
rendered valueless. ~ If the man could answer,
“If you do I'll send you to the Penitentiary,”
there would be an end of these depredations.

Hon. Mr. KIERZKOWSKI stated that he had
got a'man .fined for stealing his timber, after
which the thief said the fine was a license, he
had paid for the privilege, so he went again and
again; so at last, by the advice of his lawyer,
he (Kierzkowski) had got some timber cut, and
the same robber took it away, whereupon he
was sued criminally and sent to jail, but the
Crown did not pay the expenses of the process,
and it had cost him (Kierzkowski) about $25 to
maintain the man in prison. Such was the
law in Lower Canada, and he heartily respond-
ed to the necessity of one like that of his Hon.
friend. :

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET did not wish the
law to be too severe, and he thought the House
would be able to devise one which would meet
the necessities of the case. .

Hon. Mr. ALL AN had made the law applicable
to both sections of the Province, at the request
of several members from Lower Canada.

The Bill was then read a second time and re-
ferred to a Special Committee.

The SPEAKER anpounced a Message: from
the Assembly in respect of forming a Joint
Committee on Printing, and naming its owa
selected members.

Tlhe House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Monday, March 12, 1860.
r. SPEAKER took the chair at three o'clock. '

ARGENTEUIL ELECTION, -

The Committee appointed to enquire into the
circumstances of the Argenteuil Election, re-
ported that Mr. Sidney Bellingham had been
unduly returned, and that Mr. J. J. C. Abbott
received a majority of the legal votes cast at
that election, and was accordingly elected.

Mr. Abbott was introduced and took his seat.

(7o be Continued.)
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Monday, Marck 12, 1860.
BXLLSINTRODUCE'? AND READ THE FIRST

M

BiLL to nmend the Act Chapter 63 of the
Consolidated Statutes of Canada.—Mr. Dunkin.

BiLL to ameud the laws of this Province regu-
lating the rate of interest, and toprevent usury,
by establishing the rate of interest and the rate
per cent.—Mr. Bourassa.

BiLy to incorporate the Association of Pro-
vincial Surveyors and Institute of Civil Engi-
neers.—Mr, W. F. Powell.

BiLLs respecting the use of water-courses in
Upper Canada. Also, an Act for quietiug titlés
to Real Egtate in Upper Canada.—Hon. Mr.
Mowat. .

BiLL to, amend the Act to regulate the in-
spection of beef and pork.—Mr. Bell.

COLONIZATION.

Mr. BUREAU stated that there were so many
vacant lands on the St. Maurice, the Ottawa,
and Saguenay, that the necessity for some sys-
tem of colonizing them became apparent. He
thought that if some were set apart, and free
grants made in them to the children of farmers
who had some capital to work them, much
good might be effected, and the object attained
whieh all desired, whether in Upper or Lower
Canada. (Hear.) Immense canals, great rail-
roads, without an agricultural population were
of no good. He need not, however, point out
the necessity of Colomization. Colonization
was the history of our country. (Hear, hear.)
We had 400,000 square miles of territory, but
only 30,000 of them inhabited. To Colonization
the United States owed their progress. To
Colonization, and Agricultaure, Lower Canada
would owe her fature prosperity. - He would
remark no further on this subject, since all ad-
mitted its importance, but move for a “Select
Committee to enquire as to the most efficacious
plan for promoting colonisation in this Pro-
vince,"and to take into consideration the reports

of the different Crown Lands Agents, as to sell-
ing or making free grants of the said Lands,
with power to send for person or persons, papers
and records; the said Committee to report from
time to time to this Hon. House. The Commit-
tee to consist of Hon. L. 8. Morin, Mr. Desaul-
niers, Mr. Beaubien, Mr. Laugcvin, Hon. Mr.
Cameron, Hon. Mr. Foley, Mr. Simpson, Mr. R,
Seott, and himself.” .

Hon. Mr. CARTIER suggested the names o
Mr. Camcron and Mr. Baby, as representatives of
the Saguenay and Rimouski districts, both of
which wanted Colonization.

The motion, thus amended, was carried.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE EXPENSES.

Hon. Mr. BROWN moved an Address to His
Excellency, for a return of the sums paid annu-
ally since the Union, for the Administration of
Justice in Upper and Lower Canada respective-
ly; said return to show clearly the proportion
of the said sum expended in the scveral branches
of the said services, and also, what portion of
the said expenditure was defrayed in each Pro-
vince, from local sources, and what came from
the Public Chest.

FREIGHT CHARGES ON RAILROADS.

Hon. Mr. BROWN moved for a Select Com-
mittee to enquire and report to this House a3 to
the comparative rates of Railway freight charged
on merchandize passing through Canada from
and to foreign places, and the charges made on
the same classes of goods when carried from
and to Canadian stations, and the effect of said
discriminating rates on the trade of the Province.
Said Committee to enquire also, as to any ar-
rangement entered into by any Railway Company
or Companies for the purchase or charter of
steamboats on Lake Ontario or the River St.
Lawrence, or for the maintenanee of steamboat
fares at & rate fixed by the said Railway Com-
pany or Companies.

THE GOVERNMENT BANKING ACCOUNT.

"Hon. Mr. BROWN morved for an Address to
His Excellency the Governor General, praying
that he will cause to be laid before this House,
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a statement of the balances whether debtor or
creditor, hetween the several Banks of this Pro-
vince and the Financial agents of the Province
in England on the first day in each month since
Ist January, 1859.—Carried.

APPOINTMENTS OF GOVERNMENT.

Hon. Mr. BROWN moved for a return of all
new appointments either permanent or tempora-
ry, in the several departments of the public ser-
vice, made by Government or by Heads of de-
partments since lstJuly. 1858.—Carried.

THE HON. J. C. MORRISON.

Mr. NOTMAN enquived of Ministers if the
Hon. J. C. Morrisun. who has recently been
gazetted Solicitor General for Upper Canada, is
to be permitted to, hold that office. without a
seat in one of the two Houses of Parliament.

Atty. Gen. MACDONALD.—No.

Mr. NOTMAN also enxuired whether Mr. Mor-
rison is to continue to hold the Registrarship of
the City of Toronto, conjointly with the Solicitor
(Generalship of Upper Canada.

Atty. Gen. MACDONALD.—No. .

Hon. Mr. FOLEY.—Two negatives make an
affirmative. (Laughter.) .

SEIGNORIAL SCHEDULE.

Mr. BUREAU moved * that the schedules
for & great number of Scignories lieing comple-
ted, it is expedieut that the duplicates of these
Schedules should he immediately despatched in
conformity with theSeiznerinl Amendment Act
of 1859."

Hon. Mr. CARTIER said the intention of the
Governnient wus that these Schedules should be
brought down. He htd, however, that morning
had & conversation with the Hou. member for St.
Hyacinthe, who had expressed his feur that there
was & legal difficulty in the way. He would
provide for that in a bill he intended to bring in

during the Session, relating to certain smallt ™
{POLICE IN UPPER AND LOWER CANADA.

tiefs in Montreal.

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE—uring the Session.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER——During the Session, un-
doubtedly (Hear, hent,). He proceeded to ex-
plain, in conversation with geveral members,
that the Government did not intend to legislate

. for the henefit of the Seigneurs, but for that of

the cénsitaires ; the late bill, it must be remem-
bered, was uot for the purpose of buying up the
droits de hanalité, but to buy up, by capitilization,
the profits of those dreits. In a Seigmiory
where there was no mill. there was of course no
banalite. He hoped the Hon. membeer would
withdraw his motion. . .

Hon. Mr. LEMIEUX was glad to hear what ha
fallen from the Atty. General East. He had him
self introduced a bill relating to the subject, but
would wait before pressing it until the promised
measure would be introduced.

Mr. BUREAU withdrew bis motion.

FINANCES OF MUNICIPALITIES, U. C.

Hou. Mr. MORIN moved an address for “a di-
gest of the several returns obtained by Gov-
ernment annunlly of the finaacial affairs of the .

‘the information they possessed.

several Municipalities in Upper Canads.” He
said his object was to direct the attention of
Government to the neglect on the part of Muni-
cipalities to make these very necessary returns.

Hon. Mr. GALT said the address had better
be carried, then the Government would give all ;
The Govern-
ment had thought it their duty to make enguiry
into the financial affairs of those Municipalities
indehted to them, and into those of others.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER remarked that the Act -
under which these returns were to be made,
was one of the Hon. Mr. Merritt, and had no
penalty attached for non-fulfilment.

Hon. Mr. BROWN said the returns were all
the. more desirable, because they would, he
thought, remove the impression that existed as
to the amount of Municipal Securities issued.
The amount was over-estimated, he believed.

Hon. Mr. GALT thought so too, most of the
municipalities had incurred their Debts under
the Municipal Loan Fund.

The motion was then carried.

PROVINCIAL LUNATIC ASYLUM,
CANADA.

Hon. Mr. BROWN moved for a return from
the managers of the Provincial Lunatic Asylum
at Beauport, of the manner in which tho several
sums ‘paid from the public chest, towards the
maintcnance of that Institution, have been ex-
pended, from the time of the last published re-
port to the preent date.—Carried.

PIERS BELOW QUEBEC.

Hon. Mr. BROWN moved for  return shewing
the anounts paid from the public chest for the
crection of the several landing piers below Que-
bee, for repairing the same, and for watching
the same ; said return to show also the revenues
derived therefrom.—Carricd.

LOWER

On the motion of Hon. Mr. BROWN, an Ad-
dress was ordered for a comparative return of
the several sums paid from the public chest,
since the Union, for the aid or maintenance of
Police in Upper and Lower Canada respectively.

TUG STEAMERS BFELOW QUEBEC.

On the motion of Hon. Mr. BROWN, an Ad-
dress was ordered for a return, showing the
several sums paid from the public chest to Mr.
Francis - Baby, for the maintenance of Tug
Steamers below Quebec, from the commence-
nient of the contract to the preseat date; said
return to show clearly the amount paid in eack
year, as direct aid, under Mr. Baby's contract,—
the amount paid in each year from the public
funds, in reduction of rates charged by ship
owners, and the amounts paid to Mr. Baby by
the ship owners in each year; said return to
show also the amount advanced by Government
towards the building of Mr. Baby's steamers, aad
the number of vessels towed under the contract
in each year.
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SPECIAL FUNDS.

On the motion of Hon. Mr. BRUWN, un Ad-
dress was ordered for a return of the balance at
the credit. of each of the Special ‘Funds in the
accounts of the Provinces ; said return to show

clearly the several gsecurities in which the said

batances of each of the said Special Funds bave
been invested, the price paid for each of =aid se-
curities, and the date of purchase.

RAILWAY RETURNS.

On the motion of Hon. Mr. BROWN, an Ad-
dress wus’ ordered for a return of the receipts
and expenditure of the Grand Trunk and other
Railway Companies, to 31st December, 1859 ;
said return to show clearly the annual carnings
per mile, in gross, and the cost per mile. in gross.’
of ranning the trains.

LAKE ST. PETER.

Bon. Mr. DORION cnquired of Ministers,
whether it is their intcntion to assume any por-
tion of the debt contracted by the Montreal Har-
bour Commisgioners, for the improvement of the
navigation of Linke St. Peter, or to recommend
to this House an appropriation to aid in carrying
out the improvements already commenced.

Hon. Mr. GALT would be prepared to answer
the Hon. gentleman, when the estimates were
brought down.

COLONIZATION ROADS.

Mr. D. ROSS moved for an Address to llis
Excellency the Governor General, praying for a
return, showing the expenditure made by David
Gibson, Superintendent of the. Colonization
Roads.—Carried. . :

EMIGRATION REPORT.

Mr. McGEE enquired of Ministers why the an-
nual report of the Chief Emigrant Ageut at
Quebec, and the accompanying report of the
German or Norwegian Agent, had not been laiil
on the table; and when they might be expected ?

Hon. Mr. ALLEYN replied that it was not the
custom to lay such reports on the table; hut as
the Hon.  gentleman required them, they should
be brought down.

-CLERKS OF THE PEACE.

Mr. WALKER POWELL moved for an Ad-
dress to His Excellency, praying that he will
cause to be laid before this House, a statement
from the Clerks of the Peace in each of the
Counties, or Union of Counties in Upper Canada.
1gt. Of the number of names returned in 1859,
from each of the Municipalities within his
County, liable to serve as Jurbrs in 1860. 2nd.
The number selected in 1859, by the County
Board .of Selectors, to serve as Jurors in' 1860.
3rd. The number of members of County Board
present, when selections were made. 4th. The
number of days occupied by County Board se-
lecting Jurors in 1859, and from the Treasurers
of each of the Counties, or Union of Counties in
Upper Canada, shewing—1st, the amount paid
regpectively to the Clerk of the Peace, 2nd,.the
Sheriff, 3rd, the County Board of Selectors, and
"4th, the’ Crier, for services under the Jury law
during the year 1859, —Carried.

ANTL-USURY BILL.

Mr. McMICKEN rose to move the second read-
ing of his Bill ¢ to amend the Laws relating to
Usury, and to fix a maximum rate of interest.”
He satd—I know, Mr. Speaker, that, in intro-
ducing this weasure, I lay myself open to ihe
charge of altered opinion on the subject to
which it relates. Indeed. Sir, it has been inti-
mated to me that I am to get an excoriation
from certain partics on the ground of thischarge,
and amongst others from no less an opponent
than the consistent Champion of the Money
Lender, the leader of the Opposition. No-
thing alarmed, however,—knowing that “Thrice
is he armed who hath quarrel just,” and having
this vantage oround.—I consider it no act of
temerity to anticipate the blow and stand up
for the protection of the Bone and Siuew of the -
Country—the: Producing Classes generally, the
Farmers more tspecially. Courtesy, however,
as well as the principles of sound reasoning,
require that, to those who question it, I should
explain the apparent anomaly of my position
in regard to this Bill, secing that, in2 former Ses-
sion of this Parliament. the Law it proposes to
repeal. received my zealous advocacy und sup-
port. I shall do this; Sir. and concurrently
deal with the general question involved. [am
free to confess that the grounds upou which 1
advocate this measure arc diametrically opposite
to the views I have heretofore generally held on
the principat of it. But, Mr. Speaker, « course
of error, whether of a longer or shorter dura-
tion, is no argument for a persistence in it.  If]

‘upon examination of sober reflection, and close

observation, a man is convinced of the erron-
eousness of his views on any particular subject,
is it not his duty to yicld to the truth when de-
moustrated? How is it, Sir, with the current
idea now obtaining among neu 1s to the age of
the earth (apart from man's existence) to what
obtained even fifty years ago? And is this not
just that the fact .was demonstrated contrary
to previous belief? But, to come closer to our
own expericnee, have we not had * Representa-
tion by Populuation™ pufied, praised and paraded
Ly the Hon. the Leader of the Opposition, the
Senior member for Toronto, as the great pana-
cen, the certain specific for the cure of all the
ills the hody of the State Politic was ¢ heir
to?" Was this not the key-note of the party
cry at the last general election, and, on it, did
not, as is claimed, the majority of the Elections
in Upper Canada turn? What has beén the
change! The Hon. member has forgotten his
pathetic peroration to one of his feeling address-
es to the House, when he declared (most patri-
otically, I must say, had it been other than
“ pox preterew nilil”) thut if Representation by
Population was but secured, he would take his
hat, walk out of the House and abandon politi-
cal life, satisfied that his country was. safe.
Representation by Population was strangled by
the Hon. gentleman’s own hands. Keeping the
promise to the ear of the public, but breaking it
to the hope, it was shut out substantially from
all discussion by the wily delusion of intro-
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ducing it a5 an amendment to the Address. And
now, Sir, once thrown overboard, it floats as a
stray waif no more of use as a stepping stone
to office. But to return to the subject, I have
to say, Sir, that my former views were but
what are those of the vast majority of the advo-
cates of what iscalled *free trade in money, —
The reception and holding of a specious and
plaunsible theory, seemingly so incontrovertible
ag to stifle all thoughts of inquiry into it.
Money, it is said, is but a *simple commodity”
that it * xhould be so dealt with and legislated
upon as in respect to other commodities”—that
“Trade in Money should be free’—that, being
free, it ** would find its own level”. ‘¢Capital
become abundant” and the rate of interest
“rule low.” These propositions, Mr. Speaker, be-
ing the snbstance of the theory to which I have
alluded, I am now to controvert, and, I hope,
to shew, that however correct in theory they
may appear to be, in ordinary circumstances
they are in practice delusive, the premises fal-
lacious, and the conclusions contrary to experi-
ence. That money isnota ¢ simple commo-
dity” suffiaiently appears by considering what
money really is. ~ What, then, is-money ? is
the important question that arises, and I ad-
. dress myself briefiy to its soulution. Money is
the ¢ Representative of Commodities,” The
. universal medium of exchange and substitute
for Barter. And here it may be perceived at
once lays the error so freely embraced, and so
boldly urged. Itis entirely overlooked, or at
all events appears to be so, that money is the
Representative, not of one, or of some, only, of
the articles in which men trade, or which enter
into the Schedules of Commerce, but of all. It
represents all other things that men trade in; or
exchange with each other. It therefore follows,
48 2 necessary consequence, that money bas a
relative value and peculiar property beyond all
elge that is bought and sold. With money I
command whatever else in trade I wish to pro-
cure, wherever it may be found; but with some
article of commerce, some * simple commodity,”
I must have it sought out from me by the holder
of money, he knowing that money represents to
me that which I am in want of and wish to
procure, and that it furnishes me with means of
obtaining it. Again, money is not a perishable
article. The holders of money are under no
anxiety to dispose of it for fear of its deterior-
ation or decay. It is beld to take advantage of
its peculiar properties and power at the fitting
time, when the necessities of the holder of some
commercial consumable prodnct or the fear of
its depreciation by decay or waste lead him to
dispose of it. And, again, it is not an article
which men ever fear will be produced in over-
abupdance. The market will never be over-
stocked with it so as to lower its actual value;
& dollar will alwaysremain & dollar; and al-
though it may not always be hired outat the same
rate, it is in itself of no less value than before.

Should it, however, as it will, sometimes, appear ! ist owner.

l

ance or dearth of consumable products for the
time being, and has nothing whatever to do with
the relative plenty or scarcity of money. For
instance, if money was plenty, and wheat (our
great staple) was produced largely in excess of
the consumption, the plenteousness of money
would not lead to the creation of a market, or
an increase in the price for wheat, when it was
not needed by any; no exchange could be made
with it; and as it must perish within a given
tlme, the anxiety to save to the utmost degree
would more and more glut the market already
over-stocked, and the price descend accord-
ingly—whereas money representing all other
things, could be employed in the purchase of
such commodities as were not generally in
abundance, or evenly distributed, and thus be
ewployed to profit and advantage. Money, lot
it be remembered, has, as money, no intrinsic
value. The product of labor has an intrinsic
value, and is sought for on account of that
value. Money is the Creature of Legislative En-
actment—a mere certificate of value-—-a legal
standard by which value is measured or rated.
To make money a simple commodity or mer-
chandise, requires that all commodities of trade,
all merchandise, should, by legal enactment,
be made money too. This would equalise their
values and relative properties, and money, as
every one must see, as an invention, be de-
stroyed. The distinction may be further clearly
shewn in this—that money pays a debt at the
will of the debtor, whereas his simple will can
inspire no such privilege or power in merchan-
dise.—That money is borrowed aud loaned ; and
that merchandise is bought and sold. Money is
borrowed and loaned on special terms and con-
ditions of security. Articler of merchandise are
eagerly sold on credit with out such security.
It is said that money has its value according to
the relative value of the metal of whichitis made.
But let the Gold be without the impress of the
legal die, is not the artificial value of money
made apparent at once, and the gold of no more
use for the payment of debts, than so much
wheat or timber, except its smallness of bulk
which affords an easier transportation. Much,
very wuch, might be said on this point, but
enough has already been adduced,l hope, to
lead to a more thorough consideration of the sub-
ject on the part of many who, like myself, have
heretofore, as it were, taken for granted that
which will not bear the test of close examina-
tion, and I trust my endeavor has not been with-
out effort in shewing that money differs very
cssentially from simple commodities of trade.
Now, Sir, the next question is “ How can free
trade in money, or unrestricted interest increase
the Capital of the Country.” It is a, most ab-
surd idea which this question involves, and will
not bear a moment’s congideration. Money at-
tracted to the couutry by Usury or high Im-
terest, is not the acquigition, but the loss of
Capital. Money scnt abroad is but the slave of
Ina few years-—a very few indeed

othe.rwise, itis only in appearance and not in | Siras interest rons now it returns to its owner,
reality, for the real difference laysin the abund- ' doubled, aye, I fear. I may too truly say, quad-
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rupled. The community in which the owner
lives, profits ; that in which the money is used,
guffers logs. The real capital possessed in the
country, remains unaugmented, in any case, with
the strong probability of its reduction, if the
results aimed at, a3 advocated by the holders
of this idea, in the introduction of foreign capi-
tal, by the investment of money in Bank Stocks
and loans, &c., by Capitalists in England and
elsewhere, should follow; and this was the
great argument used in favor of the total repeal
of the Usury Laws. Now, what is the fact?
Doesthe Capitalist, who thus invests his money in
Canads, lose any of his capital ? Isiton account
" of its investment here any the less his, than be-
fore? No, surely not Sir. Then, if his is not
diminished, how can ours be increased? The
fact, the actuality, is otherwise; he increascs
his capital, the interest being high, by the dimi-
nution of ours; and at the present moment, the
appalling evidence of this fact stares us in the
face, by the depressed and embarrassed circum-
stances of nine-tenths of those who have been
carrying on theiroperations through Banking ac-
commodation, whlie the Foreign holders of over
six millions of our Banking capital have annually
taken away from our stricken Agriculturists,
their eight per cent dividends. Capital lent at
a high rate of interest must be hurtful to us, be-
cause the average rate of profit on the employ-
ment of capital in the production of our staple
commodities is below a high rate. And letit
be remembered, sir, that the rate of interest is
not determined by the amount of currency, but
by the average rate of profit derived from the
employment of capital. This is the ground
taken by Hume, and from his time to the present
stands accepted as correct, and which should be
our guide in establishing arate. Well, say
some again,—* Let money be free, and just as it
can find employment, so will the rate of interest
be.” Where there is a2 redundancy of capital,
this, to a great extent, will be the casein regard
to commercial trangactions, as in England, where
money waits and seeks employment in the man-
ufactures and commerce. But heré the circum-
stances are tho very opposite of those of England,
and consequently other rules apply. In Canada,
there is no large trade or manufacture engaged in
by which exports are produced, and our whole
reliance for the maintenance of our credit and,
and our hopes of prosperity must be upon the
products of the forest and the soil. The
farmers of the country are the stay and hope of
all our interests, and the question naturally pre~
sents itself—what rate of interest will Agricul-
tural pursuit warrant ? Will any Honorable
Member seriously maintain that our farmers or
persons engaged in moving the products of the
industry of the Country, can afford to pay a high
rate of interest, or that it is right to leave them
to the caprice or tender mercies of those whose
unrestricted consciences would lead them to
batton upon ‘unrestricted loaning of money.
Let me instance a hypothetical but familiar ex-
ample or two. Ten per cent has ordinarily been
held as a fair rent on house property, and gene-

rally it is quite as much as is obtained here.
Well, the proprietor borrows money at 6, 7 or
even 8 per cent. Above the highest of these
rates he has a margin, and, consequently, a
gain upon his investment : but if he borrows at
15 or 20 per cent bow long will it be ere the
property ceases to be his. Again, afarmer from
a succession of bad crops or a desire to enlarge
his operations, borrows a sam of money ;—what
return must he have from the soil to pay for this
20, 30 or 50 per cent, and how soon will the ac-
cumulation of interest run his farm into the
hands of the usurer. Actual cases of such
ruinous conscquences, [ regret to say,
are of frequent occurrence, the proof of which
is daily to be seen in the advertisiug colamns of
our newspapers, in property offered for sale by
Loan Companies, and individual lenders, for
forfeitures under power of sale and foreclosure
in Chancery. It is within my own knowledge,
Mr. Speaker, that a loan obtained at intervals,
amounting in all to £225, was actually
swelled by the rapacions management of the ex-
tortionate lender, in about two years, to over
£600. What argument do we want, Sir, in the
face of even one such fact as this, done by sanc-
tion of Law, framed, passed and approved by a
Legislative calling itself Christian. At present
it is to be noted the circumstances of the Coun-
try are such that men seck loans from necessity
and not for the speculations of Trade and Com-
merce. It'is said, Sir, as I remember it wassaid
on the floor of this House in a discussion pro-
voked by a similar Bill during the last Session,
that Usury Laws are the ¢ relics of & barbarous
age.” Well it may be 8o, but with all the en-
lightenment and. progress of this wonderful
Nineteenth Century, we must admit that wise
men: have lived before our day—that Countries
bave been governed wisely and well alike under
different systems of Law and Order—that money
itself is an invention of past ages of remote
date. The experience. of the past is well calcu-
Iated to afford us uscful lessons, and if we refer
to it we will receive much light forour guidance
in relation to this very subject. I remember on
a certain -occasion the Hon. Commissioner of
Public Works #asserting, as evidencing the ten-
dency to benevolence in civilization, that “no
Country was without a legal dower.”  So, Sir,
there has been no Country without its Usury
Laws. It seems an instinct implanted in the
‘human mind. and actively brought out wheaever
civilization has so far advanced with tribe or
race, that use is made of this great device of
man for the facile interchange of the world’s
commodity, mouey—an instinct I say, Sir,
almost as universally prevalent as is that of the
natural assent of the human race to the exist-
ence of a Power above us of a good or evil Deity
to be worshipped or propitiated. Ancient
Rome in her early days discouraged Usury.
China rules against it. The Hindoo Institutes of
Menu declares it wrong. It is denounced in the
Koran and scarcely an exception ‘exists at the
present day throughout the world, amongst the
Nations of Commerce, tothe propriety and neces- .



6

MIRROR OF PARLIMEMNT.

[Monday,

gity of a restriction on the rate of interest to be
taken for the loan or forbearance of money.
England. through her centuries of strife in the
 race for emnmercial dominion, maintained severe
statutes against it. andher progress was onward
in all her interests. No License to share
belped her farmers, mechanics, merchants and
manufacturers, and. now ouly.when a plethora of
Capital see’s employment, dare she make trade
in money free ; anid it may be well to observe
that England fally tested this question vy prac-
-tical experience. When poor. in 1845, she tried
10 per cent for a maximum. Finding this op-
pressive. and restrictive of indnstry, she in 1624,
after 79 year's trial, reduced the maximum to 8
per cent.  Thirty-six years afterwards she
further reduced it to 6 per cent, and in the Reign
of Queen Ann the rate was still further reduced
and establisbed at 5 per cent, and it is partico-
larly to be observed that it was while interest
was lixed at this low rate that the Country
flourished and rapidly advanced in her career
of greatness. until, in these Iater days of her pros-
perity, the abundance of mouey rendered limita-
tion unnecessary.  But it is objected by some—
»Oh what is the use of passing restrictive
Usury Laws ; they will be evaded ; men will
lend aud others will horrow at high rates in spite
of them.” Now [ hold this ohjection mitkes more
for the principle 1 advocate, than apgainst, for if
so much is doue that is so outrageously wrong
against and in spite of the Law, what will it not
~—what does it not—amount to, when the Law,
asnow, leaves the needy and those in difficulty,
defenceless and exposed to the rapacity of those
whose hearts are “ metallified” through the love
of money *“the deceitfulness of riehez”  Ad-
mitting, however, that such evasion or breaking
of the law will occur, it will he but as the ex-
ception and not the rule.  Men will rixk money
to make money ; but 1 apprehend. Sir, if this
proposed measure hecowes law, few will e found
who will risk their personal liberty for any lim-
ited amount of' pecuniary gain.  Still, were it
otherwise, there would be this to urge, that the
law of the land would not countenance or cn-
courage acts of cruel exaction and extortion
and that such eases do occur I will now refer to
an authority which by some Hon. members will be
received as paramount and infallible. TFor their
.cdification I extract from the Globe of 24th Jan,,
185%, the following words :—¢ Cases of exaction
are sometimes heard of, extortions so cruel that
the mind revolts against the Usurer, and pallitates
even while it condemns the miserable plea of
Usury,” Then why, Sir, I ask, legalize the prac-
tice of that at which the mind revolts ? If the
tone of society were such as once ruled in
Athens, when it was found quite unnccessary to
pass any penal enactments on this subject—
Usurers being regdrded as the most vile and
ignominous of mapkind, and the profound con-
tempt to which the public voice condemned them
rendered any other punishment unnccessary,
then we might be spared the enactment of a
Usury Law. But unhappily, Sir, it is not so
with us, and therefore it is incumbent upon us

in this as in other cases within the sphere of our,
duty to place guards over the weaknesses and
checks upon the passions of such as it is proper
to restrain.  But, again, it may be said there
seems no greater oppression in taking a recom-
pense for the bire of money than for that of any
other necessary or convenience. But I appre-
hend it is equally contrary to conscience and to
the prineiple of Law, to demand an exorbitant
price {or the hire of a horse, or the loaii, of a
sum of money.  But apart from the question of
morality it is alike repugnant to the best inter-
ests of the social compact. That a fixed rate
proportioned to the profits of the industry of the
Country shall be estublished as the rate to be
taken for interest on a loan of money, is conso-
nant equally with the highest moral principle
and the highest public policy. It is the duty of
the State, and I hold it to be especially the duty
of this Legislature at this time to encourage, by
every practicable means, the employment of
capital in developing the resources of the Coun-
try. and in the pursuits of Trade and Commerce.
It is but by such means we can expect to in-
crease our capital, and make progress as a peo-
ple. Butallow men to obtain for the loan of money
as high a rate of interest, without risk, as those
do who engage in the hazards of producing,
manufacturing, or trading, the industrious will
be ground down by the mouey lenders ; fallthey
must © their ruin is inevitable, and the time
when—is only & matter of day, or month, or
year. It certainly is more for the public ad-
vantage that possessors of money should engage
in industrial pursuvits with their money than
take the henefit of it through the industry of
others. The profits on buginess, carried on upon
borrowed capital at high .interest accrue to the
bencfit. of the monicd capitalist, and this, en-
couraged and fostered hy Law, would lead men.
one by one. to leave the time hallowed pursuits of
Agriculture, Trade and Commerce, to engage in
that practice which we have scen results in
cases of cruel exaction and extortion, a pursuit
which fails not to blunt the\sensibilities of man’s
heart spreads misery amongst his neigh-
borsand works evil to the State.  This great
evil is now, spreading as the practical result of
the recent Legislation on this subject, and, if al-
lowed to remain as it is in Western Canada, will
soon cease to be the heritage of an intelligent
yeomanry, and become, after the Usurer has
ruined the mass, as a millstone about his own .
neck, to drag him to share the ruin of which he
himself was the author under sanction of Law.
Sir, if that man deserves well of his Country,
and is to be reckoned a henefactor to his gene-

ration, who makes twe blades of grass to grow

where one only..grew before, what reproaches
are due to, or what terms of reproach too strong
to use in denunciation of him who is the cause
of but one blade of grass growing where two
were previously produced.- The Usurer under
the present Law, Mr. Speaker, is this man,—for
he is causing many Sons of the Soil, in the pre-
sent day, to sell their birthright for 2 mess of
pottage, and hetake themselves to other climes
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and to other lands. But it is further objected
that if men are restricted in lending their money
they: will withold making loans ? No danger of
this, Sir. Money does not fructify in the vault ;
it begets nothing in tbe strong box, and they
will soon find out that it is better to lend money
to men at 6 or 7 per cent, whose pursuits enable
them to realize a profit exceeding this rate, so
that their loan may be safe, and the payment
of interest punctual, thanlending, as now, at high
rates ; their safety resulting in sending out home-
less the iunocent and helpless, and themselves
ultimately burdened with. unproductive capital.
They would most assuredly either loan their
money for the reasonable rate proposed by this
Bill, or warranted by the state of the Country,
or otherwise,—they would become the working
bees of society themselves instead of the drones
in the gocial hive they now are. I will now,
Sir, rcad a few extracts from letters I have re-
ceived from the Country since this Bill was in-
troduced, which will fortify the positions
I have taken on this question:—“] am
happy to say that your measure, to
regulate and fix the rate of intercst ta bhe
taken for the use of money, meets with gencral
approbation, and [ hope you will use all yourex-
ertions to have it become Law.” Another says :
“lam well pleased with your Usury Bill and
agree fully with the principle upon which it is
based.” It will prevent a large amount of extor-
tion and enable borrowers of money or purchas-
ers on credit a reasonable chance to meet their
engagements.” Another writes as follows :—
% Your Bill to fix the rate of interest is gaining
favor from both friends and foes. R. 7. told
me that, notwithstanding he had worked his
hardest to keep you out of the House, he could
not but approve of your measure ; we hadalong
talk, and ke is of opinion that the stute of things
will, if allowed to go on much longer, cause a
total change of ownership as regards Agricul-
tural Property,—he hopes the Government will
support you in this measure. In the present de-
pressed state of the Agricaltural interest,
the man who borrows money at 20 or 25 per cent,

- and mortgages his farm, is hoping against hope.”

And another says “I bave further to say
to you that I hear a great many of your op-
ponents say that, if you manage to
get your Usury bill passed, it will be
3 good thing for the country” Andto close these
extracts, [ add the following :—¢Tf we have
ingane men among3t us, as those would appear
to be, who undertake to pay such ruinouns rates
for money as money is now lent at, and who
cannot protect themselves their wives and chil-
dren, then it is your duty and the duty of the
legislature, to make laws to protect them.”
Here, sir, before closing, I would call to the
recollection "of the House the harrowing re-
marks of the Hon. member for Lambton, while
so feelingly pourtraying the distress and suffer-
ings of the poor settler in the new townships,
when he informed us that it was within his own
knowledge that many of these for whom he
awakened our earnest sympathies, had, in their

fear, been obliged to pay 20 per cent for the use
of money, I would not comment upon this, but
leave it to tell its own story, and impress its
own moral upon the House. And now, Mr.
Speaker, to conclude, I have only to add, that 1
do hope, ifthe House will not be convinced, that
it is its dutyto pass this Biil into law, that there
will be sufiicicnt candor manifested, so that
things may be rightly named, and the title of
the Act, Chapter 58 in the Consolidated Statutes,
be expugued, and instead thercof it be intituled
“An Act to legalize extortion, and to pauperize,
and depopulate the country.” :

Mr. JOHN CAMERON was much disap-~
pointed at the proposal of his Hon. friend, for,
in his opinion, the law of 1858, abolishing the
Usury Laws, had not had a fair trial. The Law
had produced much satisfaction in Great Britain,
and although the anticipated resalts had not yet
followed, the fault was not in the Law, but in
the circumstances of the country, which had
been depressed for the last two years, and had
rendered people at home very cautious how they
loaned us cash. . Under more favorable circum-
stances, he thought the law would have pro-
duced all that was expected from it. We cer-
tainly wanted woney, and as certainly as we
did, a return to the old system was not calcu-
lated to bring it to us. It was satisfactory that
Canada was now lifting up its head in Eng-
land or the Minister of Finance would not have
been able to borrow & large sum at five per
cent. In a little while, with returning prosperity
and confidence, he had no doubt money would
flow in and the rate of interest would be much
lower than it was. He thought his Hon. friend
was quite premature in introducing this Bill,
and he hoped it would not pass. He was sure
no one in the House would consent to the clause
which made Usury punishable with imprison-
ment. As to the change in "public opinion, he
doubted whether it was as represented in Up-
per Canada. It was not fairto compare Canada
with either New York or Great Britain, which
were conntries where there was an abundance of
capital secking investment; but he had found
that even in London, rates, quite as high as were
given in Canada, were daily paid there. He
hoped the majority of the House would refuseits
consent to the Blil. .

Hon. Mr. LORANGER snid, when a Bill was
offered for s second reading, it was absolutely
necessary that its principle should be fixed, but
there was no principle in that before the House.
It purported to have for an object, the fising of
a definite rate of interest, but it did not say
whether it was to be six or cight or ten per cent.
He would like to sce a uniform rate of interest
for maney, and le thought the old one of six per
cent. was the correct one. If a law were passed
to revive that which had been repealed, some
intelligent discussion could be had ; but, in the
sbsence of anything clear and explicit, he
thought it impossible to proceed. Certainly,
one of the clauses in this Bill could never be ad-
mitted, for it proposed sending the wsurious
lender to jail, which was an extreme rigor, op-
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posed to the spirit of our laws. Another clause
was similarly objectionable, for it proposed to
compel the lender to appear before the Magis-
trate and to interrogate him after the manner of
the present Courts.  The penalty of the old
Law, viz.,, the forfeiturc of three times the
amount exacted, was sufficiently severe. He
bad regarded the Law of 1858 a3 an innovation,
but he thought it too soon to make another in-
novation, and he would prefer that the Law as
it stood should have a better trial than it had
yet received. The laws relating to interest, and
those concerning commerce were so intimately
connected, that to derange the one was to de--
range the other, and under the last Law, con-
- tracts bad been made and a certain condition
of things indeed, which ought not to be dis-
turbed so abruptly. He would prefer allowing
the Law in force a further test of a few years.
If the borrower were consulted, of course, he
would ask a low rate, if the lender, he would
want a high rate ; but the interests of both could
not be consulted, and it was that of the country
as a whole that should weigh with the House.
The Banks charged 7, but the real rate to the
borrower was nearer 9. A few days ago we
were told that 10 per cent. was 2 low rate in
Upper Canada, but it was nat so high here. He
objected to the indefiniteness of the Bill. )

M. CHAPAIS said, the principle of the Bill
was clearenough " It was to enact a fixed rate
of interest.

Mr. LORANGER coutinued to assert it was
dangerous at a second reading to pass a bill
which did not affirm its mostimportant point dis-
tinctly. He said the simple principle involved
was, should the man who took more than 6 per
cent. interest be punished or not? He alluded to
the experience of France, where the old Usury
Laws had once been done away with, but had to
be restored by Napoleon L., who fixed the rate
of interest at 5 per cent., under which France had
prospered since then. The changein the Usury
Laws had, be affirmed, been imposed upon Lower
Canada, and he was almost bappy to find that
Upper Canadians who had called for it were the
first to find out its injurious working.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON, in answer to Mr. Lo-
ranger, remarked that there was a principle in
the Bill ; it was, should the rate of interest be re-
stricted or not? That was the principle which
it was asked the House should sanction by its
vote. The detail, as to whether that restriction
should be to 6 or 8 per cent., could be best fixed
in committee. It wasall very well for the Hon.
member to say that he was in favor of the old
Law. Why had he afirmed immediatly after-
wards that the new Law had not heen tried suf-
ficiently 7. The fact was, he wus opposed to the
principle of the Bill. He (Mr. Cauchon) then
expounded his views as to the nature of money,
which were siwmilar to those of Mr. McMicken.
The desire for usury existed everywhere. He
knew of at least one case in Upper Canada

_ Where £500 had been promised for the use of
£250 for two years. Now what could become
of unfortunate people who had to pay such a

rate asthis? They could not realize it from
redpectable, legitimate business, and must there-
fore, fail to satisfy the demands of the usurers.
They would be sold out, and would realise all
the disadvantages of there not being a proper
law against the exactions of the money-lender.

Hon. Mr. FOLEY said, though it might be
contrary to the expectations many had formed,
he intended to vote for the Bill. (Hear, hear.)
He should, however, commit himself only. to the
principle ; he had not sufficiently examined the-
details to give them his assent.  His reason for
voting thus was, that past experience had
proved to his satisfaction, that the abolition of
Usury Laws had not been productive of that
benefit which was anticipated. He did not be-
lieve that at any time, a majority of the people
of Upper Canada had been in favor of abolishing
the Usury Laws, though at one time it was
thought probable that such. an abolition would
be beneiicial in promoting trade and relieving the
exigencies of the country. ~ But at the present
time, he helieved a large majority of the people
would advocate the re-enactment in some form
of a law against usury. He should therefore
vote for a second reading of the Bill, reserving
to himself the right to make some amendments .
when it was in & more matured state,

Mr. CARLING said, the public feeling in
every town and city in Upper Canada had been
in favor of the change proposed and carried into
effect two years ago. The Boards of Trade in-
London, Kingston, Hamilton, Toronto, had all
petitioned in favor of the abolishment of the old
Usury Laws. Since then, there had been a very
general satisfaction felt in his part of the country
at the alteration effected. In Lounden, some
£100,000 had lately been lent out at 10 and 12
per cent, ; whereas, before the change, the cur-
rent rate obtained had been 15 or 20 per cent.
(Hear.) There bad not been a single petition
in favor of a return to the old system from any
part of Upper Canada, except the county of El-
gin and the town of Niagara; and he thought
that if the people of Upper Canada were polled
at the present day, the great majority would be.
content with the Law asit stood. (Hear, hear.)
For his part, he said, give the present Law a
fair trial—let it remain in force another year, at
least—and, if then it were found not to work
well, he would vote for its repeal. (Hear.)

Mr. McMICKEN read a petition he had just
reccived from the Town Council of St. Thomas,
sealed with the seal of the Municipality, and ac-
companied by & letter urging him to press his
measure. e

Mr. CARLING—That was the petition from
Elgin to which he alluded. He had understood
the Hon. gentleman to say, moreover, that no
one who voted against his Bill would stand
a_chance of re-election in Upper Canada.

Mr. McMICKEN had said so. )

Mr. CARLING intended to vote against, for
one, and he believed the majority of his con-
stituents would sustain him.

Hon. MALCOLM CAMERON thought the
abolition of the Usury Law had operated
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favorably in Upper Canada, and had engbled
many to borrow at lower rates than before. In
London, C. W., within his~ knowledge, the
Messrs. Harris and others had loaned very
large sums at eight and ten and twelve per
cent. Usury Laws would not prevent usury.
The practical operation of the Law abolishing
usury had been to reduce the rate of interest
from twenty-four to cight pér cent. (Ohl) In
Kingston, money had been bound by Hen
Alexander Macdonald at eight per cent. Capital
had come to the countrv from England thal
would have never come had the restrictions re-
mained, and a large number of persons had been
cnabled to borrow money at eight per cent.
Money had been borrowed of the Land Company
‘of %hich he was a director,at eight per cent., to
the amount of $80,000. In view of such facts,
he was much surprised that the Hon. member
for Niagara should wish to fix a certain rate of
interest, and inflict pains and punishments on
those who loaned their money to the best ad-
vantage. .

Mr. ADAM WILSON knew from experience

that the law was operating favorably in Upper
Canada. It was a case in which interference
of Legislative power must have an evil effect.
To say that at all times, to all persons, and
upon all kinds of securities, money must
be loaned at a certain fixed rate, was
certainly unrensonable. He thought it ca-
pable of demonstration, that money was 2 com-
modity, with aninherent value, notwithstanding
Mr. NcMicken'’s argument to the contrary. The
interest a party received for money loaned, was
equivalent to profit received, if the same money
were invested in goods or land. The present
law had worked well,and be sbould vote against
the bill proposed by ' the Hon. member for
Niagara. )
Mr. STIRTON said that in the section of
coantry from which he came, hundreds had been
able to borrow money at a much lower rate than
they could have .done before the repeal of the
law relating to usury.

Mr. PICHE said it was proposed now to put a
stop to those,who baving money, tried tosqueeze
it from the pockets of the poor. The Parlia-
ment ought to represent, fairly, the sentiment of
the people, -and he affirmed, that there was no
doubt whatever, about the public sentiment on
this subject, in spite of the orations of those
who had that evening taken the part of usurers.
He hoped, the anti-usury party would be more
for{unate, this year, than in 1858, and that they
would carry this bill through its second reading.
How had countries made themselves rich? Was
it by opening the door to the usurer? No, for
the usurer ruinedthose who got into his clutches,
end a law, which favoured his nefarious at-
tempts, was nothing better than a law to le-
galize robbery. The theories of the newspaper
writers were as nothing, when placed in the
scale, against the results of experience.

Mr. SIMPSON said the question now before
the House, is oue of the most important that
can by any possibility engage the attention of

members, for it bears to'n greater or less extent .
upon the comfort and material interests of
every family in the country, and many an anx<
ious hearth, particularly in Upper Canada, beats
with earnest expectation for the resulf of this
night’s discussion. I was glad to hear the manly
candor, with which my friend from Waterloo ex-
pressed his sentiments regarding this bill, and I
should have rejoiced, if other gentlemen, who
have taken part in the debate, had treated the
subject with the equal firmness; but was not
the argument, used by the member for Yietoria,
a most extraordinary and most inconsequential
one? My Hon. friend declared in express and
explcit terms, that under the law, as it now
stands, the rates charged for interest on money
have been most extortionate and unjust, and,
therefore, injurious to the snbstantial interests
of the country, and yet, in the same breath, he
tells us that he wishes a further trial to a sys-
tem which is producing such results ? Surely,
a state of the law which is pressing most heavily
upon the industty and energy of the country,
cannot be remedicd too soon. And the Hosd,
member reasons as if the whole of the evils
complained of, originated in the' Act of 1859,
when, in truth, the virtual repeals of the Usury
Laws' commenced with the Act of 1853, and
Usury has been getting more and more ramp-
ant in Upper Canada. ever since the date I have
last mentioned: True it is, that in 1858 we found
an anomalous state of things existing, aud, 1n
the hope of ‘curing this, and under a promise
from the advocates of the measure that it would
tender money more plentiful, and cheaper
the rate of intercst, the principle of re-

" peal was extended in 1858, but the resalts of

that act have been the very reverse of what was
expected and promised, and the evil‘s/yrhic'h‘-/
commenced in 1853, and culminated—in 1858,
have ended in elevating morneéy far above its
real value, and depressing all other property,
infinitely below its real value. The member for
Victorja, alluded to the example set hy England
on this subject, but no member of this House is "
more deeply sensible than himself of the unfair-
ness of quoting England’s course for imitation
by Canada, for which we are sadly deficient in
money capital. Long centuries of successful ex-

-ertion in agriculture, commerce and manufac-

tures, bave accumulated wealth in England, not
merely equal to the necessities of its own
people, but enough to furnish supplies for the
legitimate uses of all the rest of the world put
together, and, as I diseard the policy of England
in this matter, so I lay no stress upon the legis-
lation of the Chinese or of the Hindoos, but I do
think we should attach some weight to the
course of countries similarly situated to our own,
and that their legislation should be well "consi- .
dered by uws, Take, for instance, the State of
Wisconsin, -where an unlimited rate of interest
was tried ; the cxperimentlasted for about two
years, when its legislature, finding that as with
us, the measure ‘was converting the freeholders
into tenants, specdily put an end to it, caring
notbing about the cry for a “fair trial,” which
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was just as loud in Wisconsin, than as it is now

im Canada. Again, take the state of New

York, a territory conterminous with a consider-

able portlon of our own country, and the people

of which may be said to. be in about
“the same circumstances as our own people

are, and there, a3 my friend from Welland tells
* you, the legisiature has not merely established a
fixed rate of intcrest, but is now occupied in re-
dacing that rate from seven to six per cent. I
shall not trouble the House with any definition
of money, or of the relations between money and
- commoditics, but I must make one remark upon
a closet-proposition advanced by the member for
North York. Interest upon’ money, said the
learned gentleman, is the net -profit a party
would make if he used the money in any line of
business. This theory might be npph«.able in a
nominal state of things, where there i3 anything
like equality between supply and demand, but
practically, at least in many parts of Canada,
the measure of the interest on money is simply
the necessity of the borrower, acted nupon by the
avariciousness of the lender. The member for
London tells us us that his constituency is in
favour of the law as it stands. and has received

much benefit from it—that the Londoners can !

get as much money as they want at 12 to 15 per
cent, pay their interest reguliarly, and are al-
together a happy and flourishing community. I
am surc my friend believes the representations
he makes, but I am hulf afraid he Las not col-
* Jected the opinions of his constituents. He laid
some siress upon the fact of so few petitions
kaving been presented, but the remark has little
force, for people have no idea of petitiening
about evils which are obvious to overybody.
The member for Lambton told us of instances
where money has been brought from England,
and invested in Canada at from 10 to 15 per
cent., but the sums he mentioned are not equal
to asmgle week's discount of the Bank of Upper
Canads, and could, therefore, have no influence.

Moreover, our people would be better off without ;

money atrates which they cannot afford to pay,
or which absorb the entire products oftheir in-
dustry, and English Capitalists will soon tire of
lending money to a.people who are mad enough
to pay a rate of interest which, in the uature of
abings, they cannot afford. With regard to
the bill in the form submitted by my friend from
Welland, I think it susceptible of greatimprove-
ment, and am quite prepared to make the nec-
cessary alterations in Committee. at present
merely contending for the necessity and wisdom
of its leading principle, namely. the cstabligh-
ment of a fixed rate of interest. In my judge-
ment the sum of the whole matter may be com-
prehended inavery few words. Itis the duty

of the legislature to protect men from spoliation,

whether attempled in the guise of robbery or of
ugury, and it is its duty to keep the standard of
all values, -and medium of all exchanges fixed
and unvarying, and it is its duty moreover
to corrcct all legislation- which cxperi-
ence proves to be injurious. Now, this debate
has proved that the rate of interest fluctuates

according to the cupidity of lenders and the ne-
cessities .of borrowers between 12 and 50 per
cent. per annum, while all experience shows that
no ordinary business will allow more than 7
per cent. to be paid. If the present state o
things continues, therefore, the inevitable result
will be the ruin of a large class of our fellow
subjects, and the utter prostration of all indus-
trinl enterprize, and all this for the benefit of a
tribe of men who have noclaims whatever to a
legislative monopoly of the prolits of the labour
of the country, and I trust that the vote of the
House on this question will show thatmembers
are actuated solely by the desire to promote
the interests of the people, and that their judg-
ments are swayed only by incontroversible
fucts, and the deductions logically consequent
thereupon.

Mr. J. B. ROBINSON said he was opposed
to this perpetual tinkering with Jour monctary
institutions. Last year no one was more ar-
dent for an unlimited rate of interest than the
Hon. member for Welland. This ought to be
warning to Hon. gentlemen of the utter folly of
hasty Legislation. As far as his experience
went, the law of last yeir had had a beneficial
effect.  Many thousands of pounds had heen
brought into the country, and loaned at a rea-
sonable rate. - He was, therefore, unwilling at
prescnt, to go the length of the Hon. member
for Welland.

Hon. AMr,
bill,

Hon. Attorney General CARTIER said, it had
been remarked by one of the preceding speakers
that hasty legislation was at all times to be
avoided. That was perfectly true, and the re-
mark was particularly applicable to the sub-
ject now under debate. Therefore, it would be
well that the discussion on the subject should
not close this evening. Not but that he was
quite ready to exprese his views. It was well
known to every member of the House that he
was onc of the very few Lower Canadian mem-
bers who supported the legislation of 1858.
Much had beenp said of the evil consequences of
that measure, and it was represented that the
distress now prevailing among the farmers of
Upper Canada was to a great extent attributable
to that law. How this was, he could not, of
course, - say of his own personal knowledge.
But he must say he very much doubted the ac-
curacy of this representaion. For it must be
remembered that, before the passing of that law,
the law then in existence—the Act of 1853—
practically abolished the Usury Law. They had
not heard of the prevalence of much ‘disteess be-
tween 1853 and 1858 in cousequence of that
law. That law, as they were all aware, imposed
penalties on the money holdet, who exacted
more than six per cent. Yet they had not heard
of more than two or three such in Lower Cana-
da, and an equal nnmber perhaps in Upper Ca-
nada, for the recovery of penalties. It was said
that a great deal of difficulty existed in Upper
Canada, the debtor not being ‘able to meet his
liabilities. But this might not be entirely owing

HARCOURT was in favor of the
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¢ to the law of 1853. It was well known that dur-
ing two years Upper Canada had to contend
against the losses attendant upon bad crops—
losses which were peculiarly felt by the farming
classes, which had to plunge into indebtedness
in order to carry on their operations. In Lower
Canada—-and in saying this he did not mean to
cast any reflection upon Upper Canada in the
slightest degree---the same distress was not felt
as wags felt in the other branch of the Province.
- Nor could it be said that Lower Canada hadany
thing to- do with giving to Upper Canada the
- law which the present motion was framed to re-
peal. Nay, the very gentlemen who now spoke
against the existing law were the very men who
were instrumental in bringing it into the House,
and passing it by their votes. The Bill in ques-
tion was passed by a vote of47 to 23, and of the
minority all but one were Lower Canadians--
while in the majority were to be found the n:mes
of Hon. gentlemen who then voted for the mea-
sure---but who now wanted to repeal it. The
Bill of 1858 was not « measure of the Govern-
ment. The Government wanted to introduce
into this Province the laws which obtained in
England relative to Usury. But the Upper Cana-
da members said-—-no. They said that Upper
Canada wanted money, and that, to enable her
ts getit, the Bill must be passed. In Lower Ca-
nada the general feeling ivas not to have the
Usury laws abolished, and accordingly the
measure was framed so as to apply to Upper
Canadaonly. Yet now this very same law was
assailed. by members from Upper Canada only.
It was his opinion, and the opinion of his col-
leagues, that the law of 1858 lmd%‘not yet had a fair
trial. (Hear,hear.) Asmembers of the Govern~
ment they thought that the law,'as it at present
stood, ought to remain some time longer in order
that it might be tried under more favorable cir-
cumstances than it had been as yet. Tt was ab-
surd for the Honorable gentlemen to condemn
the present law ag a bad one---hecause, during
the unexpected panic which followed the failure
of two Successive crops, it did not produce those
effects which it wns expected to produce only
under favorable circumstances. Thelaw of 1858
had not yet a fair trial. The effects which
were attributed to it, were not, he was con-.
vinced, so much to be attributed to it as to the
" old law of 1853---and under all the circumstan-
ces, he thought that the country could afford to
give the prosent law a longer  trial. (Hear,
hear.) With regard to the registration laws of
Lower Canadn. it was not, he felt convinced,
the time to discuss them now. But in a short
time, he hoped, that such an opportunity would
be given. (Hear, hear.) - Theve wns no doubt,
that, at'present, a great deal of dihiculty existed,
which entailed a dreadful state of things for
Lower Canada. (Hear. hear.) He hoped, how-
ever, that a remedy would soon be applied.
(Hear, hear.) Butto return to the present mea-
surc before the House, he loped that it would
not be discussed in too hasty a manner. 1t wag
one of those measures which especially should
not be the subject of hasty Legislation. He was

prepared himself to go on with the debato---but
he would suggest that perhaps, at the preseat
late hour, it would be better to postpone the dis-
cussion to another time. (Cries-of “ go- on,”
and “adjourn.”)

Mr. TURCOTTE moved the adjowrnment of
the debate till Thursday, upon which the House
divided and the motion was carried.

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

[ERRATUM)

[Neveral orrors crept into our report of Friday's pro-
ccedings, in tho Legislative Council. The following (s
important, and should be corrected. Tho Ifon. Mr. Yan-
koughnet was mado to say that the price of labour, as

uoted by Hon. Mr. Aloxander at 810 to $12 por month in

anada West, was higher thanin England ; what he said
wag, thut the price of labaur was Righer than that in Eng-
land. Hon.Mr. Moore adided, *Yes, aud in the United

States.”]}
Quebee, 13th March 1860.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER, took the chair at three
o'clock.

ELECTION COMMITTEE.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER, laid before the Hougse his
warrant, appointing, in pursuance of the Act re-
specting controverted Parliamentary Elections the
Hon. Sir Etienne Pascal Taché, the Hon, Pierre
Urgel Archambeault, member for the Electoral
Division of Repentigny, the Hon. Ulric' Joseph
Tessier member for the Electoral Division of
Gulf, the Hon. Alexander Campbell, member for
the Electoral Division of Cataraqui, the Hon.
Harmaunus Smith, member for the Electoral
Division of Burlington, and the Hon. Adam
Ferrie, to be member of the Genceral Committee
of Elections for the present Session.

CONSOLIDATED STATUTES.
Hon. Mr. SPEAKER, presented a- return of

‘the distribution of the Cousolidated Statuteg

of Canada. S
MUNICIPAL RETURNS.
Hon. Mr. SPEAKER, presented the Municipal
Returns for Lower Canada as far a8 received.
ELECTION OF SPEAKER.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET introduced a Bill
to provive for the Election of the Speaker of the
Legislative Conncil.  Second reading on Mon-

day next.
Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET delivered the fol-
lowing message : ~

The Governor General transmits for the in-
formation of the ‘Honorable the Legislative
Council, the accompanying. Copy of a Despatch
from the Secretary of State, in answer to the Or-
ders of that House to Her Majesty, on the subject
of the Election of their Speaker. :

GOVERNMENT HOUSE,
Quebec, 5th March, 1860.
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Copy No. 29.
. . DowniNg SrrekT.
27th August, 1859.
Sir,— .
With reference to your Despatch No. 121 of
Sept. last, Enclosing an Address from the Leg-
istative Council of Canada to tho Crown, pray-
ing for permission to have the option to clect
their own speaker. I have now to transmit to
you an Act passed in the Iate Secssion of the Im-
perial Parlinment to enable the Legislature of
Canada to deal with the subject.
I have, &c.
- NEWC ASTLE
Govgryon
Sir Evyusp Heap, Barr.
&c., &e.
COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. N

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET, seconded by - the
Honorable Mr, Knowlton, moved that the Honor-
able Messrs Simpson, Mills, Murney, Alexander,
Campbel., "\Iasson, Archambeault, Hollis

. Smith, Arnstrong
Comudittee to act-én behalf ‘of this House, a
members of a Joint Committee of both Honses,
on the subject of the Legislative Printing, and
to unite with the members of the Legislative
Assembly, named for the same purpose, to the
Resolution of which a copy i3 contained in the
message on that subjectreceived from that House
on Monday last.—Carried.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET, seconded by the
Hon. Mr. KNOWLTON, moved that the Honor-
able Messrs Simpson, Mills, Murney, Alexander
Campbell, and Hollis Smith, be appoiuted a
Committee, to superintend the printing of this
House during the present Session.—Carried.

SAFETY OF STEAMBOAT PASSENGERS.

Hou. COLONEL PRINCE introduced a Bill
10 makefurther provision for the safety of pas-
sengers by Steamboats. Second reading on
Tuesday next.

. COMMITTEE ON BANKING.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, seconded by the Hon.
Mr. De Blaquiére moved that jthe Honorable
Messrs Simpson and Morris, Be added to the
Select Committee on Banking.—Carried.

MUNICIPAL DEBE?TURES RESTRAINT
: BILL. :
Hon. Mr. -ALEXANDER, from the Select
Committee, to whom was referred the Municipal
. Debentures Restraint Bill, reported the same
with some amendment, which were ordered to
be taken into consideration to-morrow. .
PUBLIC LANDS MANAGEMENT BILL.
The order for the consideration of the
amendment to this Bill made in Committee was
continued to Thursday.
RATE OF INTEREST.
The Second Reading of the Bill, iutroduced
by Hon. Col. Prioce, to alter the legnl rate of
interest was continued to Tharsday.

and Panet, be appom!ed a

l

BANKRUPT BILL.

Hon. Col. PRINCE enquired whether it was
the intention of- the Ministry to introduce a
! Bankruptey Bill, during the present Session of ,
Parliament ? . )

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET stated that the
Attorney-General had moved in the other House
for the striking of a large Committee on the sub-
ject, which, it was intended, should enquire into
the working of the law in England. A report
relative to the operation of the law in England
had been sent out to this country—but unfortu-
nately it was lost on board the ill-fated Hunga-
rian. And, as the Government desired to have
all the information on the subject which it was
possible to get, additional information had been -
sent for.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL reminded the House
that a Committce on Bankruptcy had been struck
last.Session on a Bill on that subject, which had
been introduced. Some four or five hundred
copies of this bill had been circulated, by the
direction of the Committee, amongst all ‘the
prominent banking and mercantile men of the
Province, and with the Bill was also sent & cir-
cular, asking the person to whom the Bill was
sent, to favor the Committee. with his views on-
the subject. However, only two arswers were
received by the Committee—one from the Board
of Trade, of Montreal, and the other from Lon-
don, in favor of the Bill. It appeared very
plainly from this, that the mercantile classes had
no desire for the passing of a Bankruptcy Law’

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER could not agree witk™
the Honorable gentleman. He was sure that in
the part of the country he came from, at least,
the people desired a Bankrupt Law in the worst
way. 1t was & well known fact that very many
persons had already left the Province from the
want of such a law to protect them, and he
could assure the House, that many more would
leave it also, unless such a law was soon passed.

.{ He hoped that the Government would bring for-

ward a measure to afford the desired relief.
Hon. Col. PRINCE could not concur in the in-
ference that the people of Upper Canada did not
desire & Bankrupt Law, because the merchants,
to whom the circulars were sent, did not send
back answers demanding it. It wasno criterion
to judge by that, because the rich seller did not
want such a law, that, therefore, it was not
needed by the poor bnyer It might be quite
evident that the wholesale merchant did not re-
quire it; but it was by no means so clear that
the poor man did not stand in need of it. In
his own opinion, such a law was necessary ; it
was evidently called for, and unless it were
granted, Hon. gentlemen would soon hear poor,
honest, worthy debtors knocking at the very
doors of the House, and demandmg the . relie€
which they were entitled to. The Government,

(To-be Continued.)
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. he thought, should not wait for any thing. A
Bill could be framed to meet the present emer-
gency, and passed without delay—and if it were
not done, the Government would be greatly to
blame. .

Hon. Mr. MORRIS drew attention to the sig-
nificant fact, that while there was no petition
against a Bankrupt Law, there were hundreds
in favor of it.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER advocated caution, and
condemned hasty legislation on the subject.

,  Hon. Mr. SIMPSON said a great deal had been
said about ‘protecting the poor debtor, but he
would like to see the poor creditor protected too.
He advocated the assimilation of our Bankrupt
Law to that of Lower Canada, where an equal
distribution of the debtor’s effects among all the

creditors was the rule; and hoped that some.

temporary measure would be passed, which
would meet the present wants of the community.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL thought that such aBill
should be passed in accordance with the wishes
of the mercantile community. It was his opinion
that the views expressed in the newspapers in
the Province, did not represent the feelings of
the mercantile class—but only of the unfortunate.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET did not wish to

shrink from the responsibility of the Bill, butit ;

wag one of those measures which required en-
quiry, and it was not easy to collect such facts
as were requisite, in carrying out that enquiry.
He hoped, however, that the large Commnittee
which had been struck in the other House on
the subject, would be able to suggestsuch a rem-
edy as would meet with the wishes of the House.

The subject then dropped.
The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Tucesday, March 13, 1860.

| Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at 3 o'clock.

i BILLS INTRODUCED A}IS‘ID READ THE FIRST
TIME.

BiLL to extend the limits of the City of Que-
bec.—Mr. Langevin.

By to Incorporate the Drummond and Ar-
thabaska Railway Company.—>Mr. Dunkin.

Biuy to. Consolidate the Debt of the County of
Middlesex.—Mr. A. P. Macdonald.

By to Incorporate the Montreal and Cham-
plain Steamboat Company, known as the Ligne
du Peuple.—Major Campbell.

BiLu to extend the period allowed to the Mon-
treal Telegraph ;Company for extending their
line to the Atlantic coast, and across the Atlan-
tic.—Mr. Whitney.

BiLr to Incorporate the St. George's Society
in Montreal.—Mr. Dunkin.

By to Incorporate the Annuity and Guaran-
tee Fund Society of the Bank of Montreal.—Mr.
Dunkin.

Birt to Annex the Municipality of Notre-Dame
! du Portage to the Municipality of Tomiscéuata.
! Mr. Chapais.

MUNICIPAL SYSTEM—L. C.

i Hon. Mr. CARTIER, in moving the second
; reading of his Bill to consolidate the law relating
' to Municipalities and Roads in Lower Canada,
i remarked that he did: not intend to review the
+ Bill at length, as it had been explained to.Hon.
! members last year, and as they had also had the
opportunity of studying its provisions during
the recess. The measure as it now stood, had,
however, an advantage it had not previously
possessed—it was not only a consolidation of the
laws in force previous to last session, but also
of those which had been passed last year, among
which was the bill of the Hon. member for Vau-
dreuil. It was, therefore, a complete municipal
code. There was, however, no doitbt that the
Bill, although presented in & much improved
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form, could he considerably ameliorated by the
~ Committee to whom he proposed to refer it, as
well as the suggestions concerning it, he had
received from various sources. (Hear)) He
would now repeat what he had observed on a
previous occasion, that the municiqal system was
working well in Lower Canada: Lower Canada
had been reproached with being incapable of
governing itself, of heing unfit for 8 municipal
system. He denied this. Lower Canada had,
indeed, begun to adopt the system several years
later than Upper Canada, but in a few years
Upper Canadians would not be able to boast
that they worked the municipal system better
than Lower Canadians. (Hear.) The Municipal
System was intimately connected with the many
Lower Canadian Institutions. It was bound
up with their school system, and with their judi-
cial system, in both of which great progress had
of late years been made. Certainly he would
not recommend to the Committee the suggestions
made to him by certain individuals, that the
municipal system should be abolished. Those
persons must have shut their eyes to the fact of
the progress of the country, to the advantages
Lower Canada was deriving from the Municipal
Law. It had been urged that Municipal Coun-
cils, in certain localities, had abused the powers
which the law gave them. The people had in
their own hands. the remedy for such a state of
things—:the electors could, at the annual elec~
tions, turn out those Councitlors who had abused
their confidence. e would move, seconded by
by the Hon. Atty. Gen. West, that the Bill be
read a second time.

The Bill was thea read, and, on motion of
At.y. Gen. Cartier, referred to a Select Commit-
tee, composed of the Hon. Messrs. Drummond,
Sicotre and Lemsenz, and of Messrs. Turcotte, D.
Ross, Laherge, (ill, Lacoste, Chupais, Desaulnicrs,
Jobin, Dunkin, Arehumbeanlt, Coutlee, Dufresne,
Ferres, Pope. Burean, LeBoutillier, Piché. Cimon,
Semerville, Webb, Tussé, and the mover.

"POSTAL SUBSIDY TO CANADIAN
STEAMERS.

Hon Mr. SYDNEY SMITH, in moviung the
second reading of his bill, said he wished to re-
ply to certain observations made by various
Hon, members, when the House was in commit-
tee upon the resolutions he had subwitted. One
objection was that he had made a proposition to
the American Government which had been ac-
cepted, that he ought, in fact, to have made an
offer which would not have beenacceded to! The
picture taken by the Hon. member for North
York was this, that in the arrangement made
with the Post Office authorities, he (Mr. Smith)
had given away everything on the part of Cana-
da, and received nothing in return. Now Hon.
members should inform themselves of the facts,
and the fucts were these. In January last the
Cauadian Ships were receiving & sum of £25,-
000 from the American Government,. If Canada,
therefore, had given away any thing, she was
receiving & sufficiency in return. He might go
further, anid teli the House that, as long ago as

1858, a proposition had been made through the
British Government that the United States letters
should be carried at the same rate that the Ca-
nadian letters were, viz., 6d sterling;a penny
being reckoned as theinland Canadian rate. That
would, of course, redice the sea postage. to 4d
sterling. He would inform the House that this
proposition had been rejected—the United
‘States Government had refused to employ the
Canadian ships at all. By the present arrange-
ment, however, our ships carried the United
States correspondence at the rate of 8d, and
against that they only gave up the inland rate,
say 1d. In fact,we got nearly double the rate
formerly refused. Did this shew that the Gov-
ernment had given up Canadian rights? Did
this shew that they had been neglectful of Ca-
nadian interests? Some people were difficult
to please ; they found fault if you did not do-
right, and they found fault if you would not do
wrong. Such people he did not wish to please.
It was objected by some members that the ar-
rangements with the United States did not allow
us to send letters by the Cunard Steamers with-
out paying the inland rates of three cents. Well
he had made a proposition to that Government
to relinquish that rate, butit was refused, and
as we send but few letters that way, he did not
think the refusal a sufficient reason for breaking
off the negociations upon other points. Then the
relinquishmeut of that charge would probably
have had the effect of increasing the correspon-
dence by the Cunard Line as against the Cana-
dian Steamers, and he had no desire to do this.
It bad been objected that in his previous speech
‘he had not given the name of a gentleman who
should have shared most of the credit of the
arrangements made, well this was an uninten-
tional omission which he would now take care
to remedy, and he- would therefore say that
neithier the public-service of this country nor
probably that of any country could boast of an
officer of greater ability, zeal and fidelity ‘han
the Deputy Postmaster Genperal, Mr. Griffin,
whose services were invaluable to the Province.
He was happy here to recognize his services in
the arrangements made, and to accord him the
principal merit, he (Smith) taking the sccond
place. The Hon: member for Waterloo had
asked what would be the consequence if the
foreign nations whose mails we carried, under-
took to reduce the Ocean rates. Well, he would
answer that they would not be abletodo it with-
out our consent, and to prove this he need mere-
1y say that the Government ofthe United States
had beéen three years megociating with that of
Great Britain, with the view of accomplishing a
similar object. and that they had abandoned the
idea. The Postal authorities in England had
persistently refused to connect, and the *Post-
master of the United States in alluding
to this in his rteport, says that - the
reasons for the refusal were unsatis-
factory, that it was useless attcmpting . to
proceed further. It was urged again that the
correspondence with the Imperial authorities

was not dignified or creditable to Canada: Well
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he had never been afraid or ashamed of speak-
ing the truth, and the result of the negotiations
showed that he had taken a proper course, for
what had been peremptorily refused at first was
afterwards granted. It had also been urged that
a leiter he had addressed to the Postmaster
General of the United States had not been an-
swered, but by looking at pages 19 and 20, it
would be found that the proposition contained
in that letter had been acquiesced in. By that
arrangement we would get the Boston mails and
those of the adjacent States, which would, at
least, be equal to the Western mails,—for those
States were largely engaged in manufuctures
and commerce, and had relations abroad which
vccasioned a very large correspondence. He had
been charged, too, by an Hon. member, with the
instrumental cause of theloss of the Indian and
the Hungarian. “Now, with respect to the Judian,
that vessel was on the homeward voyage when
the negotiations which related to the carrying of
the American mails were commenced, and it
was impossible for a soul on board to know
anything about them when she was wrecked.
As to the Hungarian, she was at sea when the
letter relating to speed was written, und, of
course, it could not affect her in the least. These
charges were proofs of the extraordinary male-
volence which party spirit would employ to
damage, if possible, an adversary,and it wasim-
possible to assign.s limit which it would not
pass. The letter in which the Postmaster Gene-
ral of the United States stipulated for speed, was
dated the 18th February, and he ggreed with
him that the question of speed was that which
decided the superiority of route. . - [t was impera-~
tive .that we should have speédy vessels, if we
meant to keep up in the race, and speed wasnot
inconsistent with safety. The sooner a vessel
arrived in port, the sooner she wus out of dan-
ger, and if she travelled at the rate of 20 miles
an hour through a storm, she would be out of it
in half the time it would take a vessel that went
at the rate of 10 miles. The Company were pre~
pared to build larger and speedier ships, and
with increased size there would be increased
safety. By the proposed arrangement, the voy-

age from England to the Straits of Belle-Isle,

would be made in six days, and, with proper
care, we shall have the very best and most ef-
ficient line, for it could not be too well known
that, not only from Quebec to Belle-Isle, but
from Belle-Isle to the North of Ireland, by the
northern sailing circle, the water was smoother
than further South. He had this important in-
formationfrom the commanders of several steam-
ships, and it was only necessary to haveit wide-
ly circulated, in order to create a preference for
our vessels., Last summer, when the Persia
- made a voyage of 17 days, our own steamer
came out in 10 days. ~ He was happy to say that

within 24 hours, he had, had communijcation

with gentlemen who were before opposed to the
increased subsidy, but’ who after reading the
correspondence—which he feared many who op-
posed it had not read—stated they were now
convinced that the arrangements would advance

the interests of the country. A<to the telegraph
line, it had been objected that the contract
should be made under the force of law. with the
Montreal Company, but this was an error in the
first-draft of the bill, for the (iovernment would
reserve to itself the right, as it wonld bear the
respougibility of making the arrangement with
that Company, or with such otlier persons they
might find it most advantageous to deal with.
Mr. McGEE was glad %o observe that the
Hon. Postmaster General had adopted a much
more moderate tone in speaking of the ad-
vantages to be derived from the new postal -
arrangements, and it was a tone much more in
accordance with the facts of the case. The
Hon. gentleman had expressed a doubt whether
Hon. members . generally had tuken the trouble
to read the documents laid hefore them. e
(Mr. McGee) would only say that he had read
them through and through, and any gentleman
who would do the same, must come to the con-
clusion that the whole scheme was one of the
greatest humbugs ever presented to the House.
(Hear, hear.’ He would repeat, in contradiction
of the Hon. Postmaster General, that England
and the United States could at any time reduce
the rate of sea postage without consulting
Canada. Canada was not a sovercign power,
and could neither hasten nor delay negotiations,
even though they were of. the greatest import-
ance to her. . All Canada could do.in such a
case, would be to throw up her contra¢t and re-
fuse to carry letters at so low w# rate as they
might choose to fix. A simple understanding
between England and the United States would,
at any time, entirely overthrow our whole mag-
nificent scheme, and we should not have a word
to say sbout it. The whole scheme depended
upon the high rate of postage being permanent,
and Canada could do nothing to make it so.
The Hon. Postmaster General had proved the
Indian to have been lost before the writing of
that letter to Washington, and tha Hungarian
also to have left Liverpool before the letter was
received, and would so escape the imputation of
having been instrumental in causing their loss.
But, had he not from his first letter, on 31st Qc-
tober, 1859, based his whole proposition on the
high rate of speed obtained by this line ? . And,
to maintain the credit of the line, he undoubt-
edly took every means to maintain the same
high speed of which he had previously boasted.
In his desire to he a thorough American, in re-
garding. speed before everything else, even be-
fore humun life, he bad unquestionably been
auxiliary to those deplorable accidents. In re-
gard to the proposed subsidy, he (Mr. McGee)
found that it was to be voted for the past as
well as for the future; it wasto commence from
May 1859—nearly a year ago. That hundred
thousand a-year had been . spoken of as a.very
trifling sum, but he considered it quite as much
for Canada, with her limited resources, as the
large subsidy paid the Cunard Line was to Eng-
land, with her vast and almost. unlimited re-
sources. (Hear, hear.). But he acknowledged
the great importance of this line of steamers, but
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he thought the reputation of the line for safety
wag, at least, of equal importance with its repu-
tation for speed. The line was to be patronised
by Canadians, and it was absolutely necessary
that Canadians should have confidence in the
management and safety of the vessels. The
Cunard Line had not lost & single life in twenty
years ; this was due to thorough organization
and careful management. The Admiralty su-
perintended the construction of the vessels, and
placed an officer on every ship to see that both
the letter and the spirit of the contract were ful-
filled. He (Mr. McGec) would cordially vote for
a subsidy were itindispensable, but he protested
against this dangerous and disreputable gamb-
ling in mail-bags.  Before the Bill received its
third reading he should move an amendment,
that it should be ascertained whether one of the
two vessels about to be built, could not be con-
structed on the St. Lawrence, that a portion of
the subsidy might fall into the hands of our own
unemployed shipwrights. He believed the work
could be done as well and as cheaply in Canada
as in any part of the world. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Mr. BROWN said, the Hon. gentleman
who proposed the subsidy had not been able to
prove that the £104,000 would he sufficient for
the purpose, and as it was to date back a year,
he thought they ought not to have been asked
to vote for the Bill. -

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL would ex-
plain. In May, 1859, the Company had declared
the line could not be continued without assist-
ance, and it had been promised them by the
Government.

Hon. Mr. BROWN said, that only made the
caseworse and worse. The Government had
pledged itself to assist the. Company, and
relied upon the subserviency of the House to
sapport them' in whatever they promised. (Hear,
Hear.) Such was the. unfortunate state of
things, that a private bargain was entered into
by Hon. gentlemen on the Treasury Benches,and
it was presumed the House would agree to it as
a matter of course. If report were true, Mr.
Baby had been commissioned to buy up old
boats, to run a line on the St. Lawrence, and
the Government was going into the steamboat
business—(Laughter)—and it was said that the
Hon. Postmaster General was to be Commodore,
(Laughter.) At all evénts, -it was evident the
Government could make contracts and calenlate
upon the House to endorse them. Was there
no independence left? Was there. no moral
courage left to resist such treatment? It was
not that what was done, was necessarily wrong,
but it was that the Government had done it of
themselves, without the knowledge or consent
of the House. The course of the Government
was really startling. He could conceive nothing
more demoralising or more ruinous to the fi-
nances of the country than such a state of
things. He would like to see the Home Govern-
ment taking such a course, and then asking the
House of Commons to endorse it.

Hon. Attorney General MACDONALD—How
about the Cunard and Galway contracts?

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE—Those are not good
precedents, ;

Hon. Mr. BROWN—The British Government
were in the habit of exercising greater power
than was known to our Legislature. There was,
perhaps, nothing contrary to the ordinary prac-
tice in England, in the adoption of such a course.
But the distinction which he wished to point out
did not seem to be understood. Supposing the
Postmaster General of England made a contract
and obtained the sanction of the Imperial Par-
liament to it, would it be tolerated, should he,
the very next day, make an“cntirely new ar-
rangement ? Certainly not; it would be re-
jected with indignation. They would not find
the Government retreating upon their supporters
when asked for a Committee of Enquiry. Asin
the case of the Cunard and Galway contracts, a
Committec would be granted at once. But in
this couatry, the Government would not only
not allow special contracts to be enquired into,
but they would not allow gentlemen to go on to
Committees whom they thought would make in-
quix;ies into matters.  (Hear, bear, and laugh-
ter. :

Hon. Attorney General CARTIER—Every
member of the House has a right to go into Com-
mittce rooms and suggest questions there.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—This was the very first
time that politics and party feeling had been
mixed up with this question. -

Hon, Mr. GALT—And how is that ?

Hon. Mr. BROWN—The supporters of the
Government, who had confidence in them, were
in a very different position from those on this
side of the House who had no confidence in them.
(Hear.) They had found the calculations of
the Government so often erroneous that it was
absurd to expect them to take all that they
stated for granted. It wasa very different thing
to hear direct evidence on cross-examination,
than direct evidence alone, and nothing woud
have afforded him more satisfaction than that to
have cross-examined the Postmaster General in
reference to his statements. (A laugh.)

Mr. W. F. POWELL said, for once in his life
he could agree with the Hon. member for Toron-
to. It did really seem absurd that the House
should he expected to abrogate itsfunctions. The
fact of the Government taking upon itself to
promise to pay the company the additional sub-
sidy retrospectively, was the assumption of a
power which was totally unwarranted. For his
own part he was inclined to take a great deal
of what the Government said on trust, but he
could not say that he was altogether satisfied
with the evidence 1aid before them by the Post-
master General. (Hear, hear.) One of the let-
ters laid before the House'showed that the cor-
respondence was opened in the month of Feb-
ruary, 1859, while the House was actusally in
Session. Why was the House not then consulted ?
He had to say in conclusion that when even any
one would make a motion to do away with that
clause of the Bill which provided for the pay-
ment from the first of May, he would vote for it.
He was sorry he had misunderstood the trne
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nature of the motion made by the Hon. Member
for Toronto,.or else he would have voted for it :
but he was misled as to it, by the speed made
by the Hon. member from North Oxford, who
had turned the question into a mere sectional
matter, as to Upper and Lower Canada, and he
(Mr.Powell) always had, and always would op-
pose any enquiry prompted by such a spirit.

Mr. McDOUGALL assured the Hon. gentleman
that he was misinformed as regards the senti-
ments which he had put into his (Mr. McDou-
gall's) mouth. He never wished to make it ap-
pear that Upper Canada had not an interest in
the Canadian line of steamers.  All lLic wanted
to say on the occasion referred to was that Up-
per Canada would have fo contribute more
money to the undertaking than Lower Canada.

Criesg of “no, no.”) He believed that Upper

anada had a greater interest in the un-
dertaking than Lower Canada, inasmuch as
she both imported and exported more goods
than Lower Canada.

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE was glad to sce his Hon.
friend disposed to admit his error, for, most un-
doubtedly, on the occasion referred to, the Hon.
gentleman had made use of words to the effect
that Upper Canada had no interest in the un-
dertaking. For his own part he was opposed to
the unlicensed spending of the public money
without the public consent. (Hear, hear.) But,
at the same time, he was, in this instance, dis-
posed to wait for the information which it was
desirable to get, though, at the same time, he
maust say that he was not opposed to going into
Committee. Tt was his intention, when the
House was in Committee, to propose such amend-
ments to the Bill as would render the contract
more definite and strict—points in which it was,
at present, defective. Some provision ought to
have been made to secure steamers of 2 superior
build, strong and swift. These matters ought
all to be provided for by the House, and not left
to the mere supervision of a member of the Gov-
ernment,who might, perhaps, be on the opposite
side of the House to-morrow, and his place filled
by another who would not stand in the same re-
lation to the company.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON would not deny that
there were works of such a gigantic nature that,
without the aid of Government, it would be im-
possible to carry themon. When the sibsidy
was first voted to support the line of steamers,it
was understood to be. only temporary ; but it
was now sought to inctease the subsidy to their
monobpoly, and, in his opinion, & more inauspi-
cious moment could vot be chosen to increase
the subsidy than the present. The enquiry, in
his opinion, ought not to have been refused. It
was believed that the steamers of the line had
not been constructed as they ought to have been,
and that that was the reason which led to the
last disaster. And, consequently, the public
were anxious that a rigid investigation should
take place into the management and construc-
tion of those vessels. They wanted to see that
the chronometers were all right, and that the
machinery and every part of the steamer,

chains, and helm, and masts, were'equal to those
of the Cunard Line. All these enquiries should
have been made before the House was calied
upon to vote a subsidy. It was when he con-
sidered the manner in which the Government
refused all enquiry that he went in for constitu_
tionul changes, changes of such a descriptio
that the Government would be unable to con_
tract any debt without the consent of the people
It was tbe general impressionthat the Company”
sustained very little loss in the steamers that
were wrecked, and yet they now wanted an in-
creased subsidy. He contended agnin, therefore,
that enquiry should have heen granted, in order
thntdthe public might see how the matter really
stood.

Mr. JOHN CAMERON could not consent to
give a silent vote on this subject without saying
a few words. (Loud laughter.) There was a
strong feeling in favor of the Scheme in Upper
Canada, but, at the same time, he thought that
the enquiry spoken of should have been granted,
and that the Government should give the publie
every facility to investigate the working of the
line in the fullest degree. ’

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON condemned that
principle which led Hon. gentlemen to advocate
constitutional changes when they found them-
selves beaten in any measure. This principle
seemed to be universal, and not confined to any
particular instance. The senior member from
Toronto had erred in this manner. He had
spoken of violence being done to the Constitu-
tion---but he (Mr. C.) denied that violence had
been done to the Constitution. It was for the
people to say whether the Constitution would
be changed or not. It was notleft to the se-
nior member from Toronto, or any one else, to
change it. The gentleman, it was evident, was
afraid to say in the House what he said out of it.
In the Globe, tor instance, he spoke of the mea-
sure as a bad one, and yet he would not stand
up inhis place and say as much. But to turn
to the subsidy. Was the subsidy too bigh, ir
comparison with the amounts paid to other
lines. And another point was, were the boats
built to be as large as the Cunarders,—for, were
they not, the competition would soon cease. He
thought the Government should exact a prouise
that the ships to' be built should he as large.
The Minister of Finance said the country could
afford to pay the increased subsidy, and he (Mr.
Cauchon) would not vote against him, for Fin-
ance Ministers ought to understand the financial
situntion of the country best. He would vote
against a Committee to be formed before the
passsage of the bill, though he would vote in
favor of enquiry afterwards. This was the way
the British precedents pointed out. The Gov-
ernment made the contracts—-the House had no-
tified them-—and it was only afterwards that in-
vestigation had shown contracts to be fraudu-
lent, when they were cancelled. :

- Mr. A. P. MACDONALD wished the new con-
tracts to date from the passing ofthe bill, or, at
most, from January 1860.
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Hon. Mr. DORION thought it a most unfortun-
ate thing that the Committee had been refused,
the other night, for it placed =ome Hon. mem-
bers in an unfortunate position---it placed them
in the lightof voting against an enterprise which
they really wished to encourage. He had some
doubt whether the sum proposed to be given
were not too high, but he had none at all that
the new contract ought not to date back to the
period proposed.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON—You said the other
night, you would vote against the bill hecause
the steamers were not to go to Montreal. :

Hon. Ar. DORION bad said nothing of the
kind—he thought, however, that there ouglht to
be a clause in the contract, compelling the ves-
sels to come up to Montreal, for, or from-which
place nime-tenths of the freight, outwards and
inwards, was shipped.

When the SPEAKER called the Houge to or-
der after the recess, there was a delay of a few
minutes,as Hon. Mr. Dorion,who hadthe floor,was
not in his seat.

Hon. Atty.-Gen. CARTIER said the Govern-
ment was not to blame for the present delay.

Hon, Mr. FOLEY said the rerark of his Hon.
friend indicated a conscionsness that the Gov-
ernuient generally were to blame. [Laughter,)

. He (Mr. Foley) had been notingthe great variety

of reasons given by Hon. gentlemen why they
were inclined to believe with that side of the
House, though previously disposed to vote on
the Government side. The Hon. member for
Carlton wonld have voted for the Committee ot
enquiry the other night, had not some invidious
compitrison heen made between Upper and Lower
Canada. The reason why the Hon. member for
Victoria, though desiring an enquiry had voted
against it, was that he could net give a silent
vote without making a few remarks. (Laughter.)
There might be something in his vote, but there
was nothing in his'remarks. The reason of his
Hon. friend from Middlesex was a weighty one;
he would have voted freely for a subsidy if it
had been for seven years, but he could not pos-
sibly think of voting for asubsidy that was actu-
ally to run awhole year longer—for eight years.
[Laughter.] The reagson of the Hon. member
for Montmorenci was very little better. When
the resolutions were first introduced by the Hon.
Postmaster General, he [Mr. Foley] was disposed
to vote for any reasonable amaqunt if it could be
shewn to be necessary: but though the debate
had continued two or three days, he had not had
the evidence he required. It had been fully
shewn, on the contrary, by gentlemen on his
side of the House, that there was no ahsolute
necessity for the amount named. He wished it
to be understood that he did not consider this
& question between Upper and Lower Canada.
Both would profit by the line, and perhaps the

. Westeven morethan the East. (Hear, hear.) In the

appropriation of sums of money for the Province
he cared not in what section of the country it
wasspent. In the establishment of this line of
steamers, support was expected not from Canada

only but algo from the Western States. It was

not because the vessela would be in certain ports
—at Quebec, or at Montréal, or at Toronto—that
he would grant or withold his support, (Hear,
hear,) for he-was not influcnced by sectional
feeling. But he must repeat that he wanted in-
formation and could not see, why it should be
withheld. \

Hon. Atty. Gen. CARTIER said nothing had
been withheld.

Hon.  Mr. FOLEY said the information asked
for certainly had not been given. There was
one point in the attack made on the Hon. Post-
master General with which hedid not coincide,
though ‘on other points he thought he richly
merited what he had received. That particular
point was regarding his sustainance of Canadian
rights. He agreed with the Hon. Postmaster
General that Canada had the right to make her
own postal arrangements, and that Great Bri-
tain had ‘oo more right to interfere in that than
in" any of our other local affairs. We should
have entire control and management of our own
concerns. Inthat particular the Hon. Postmas-
ter General had done his duty, and he was glad
to accord him all the praise that was due.

Mr. GOWAN was much gratified to find the
House so unanimous on the question at issue.
He belicved not one member bad been altogether
opposed to the subsidy, and all were in favor of
continujng the line at any cost. He thought,
howerver, the course taken by the Imperial Gov-
ernment in granting a Committee to inquire into
subsidies generally, would have heen a sufficient
justification to the Ministry here, for allowing the
Committee asked for by the Opposition. 8till,
he piust say, whatever inight be the amount of
the subsidy required to sustain the line they
were bound to give it.1 They would not other-
wise be doing their duty to the country. On the
Canadian line—the great high-roadto Europe—
depended in a great measure the prosperity of
the country. It would be the means, ifwell main-
tained, of filling up the backwoods with an in-
dustrious body of people, and driving away the
herds of bears and wolves, which were at present
the only occupants of them.

Hon. Mr. GALT said it was perfectly true, as
had heen remurked by the last speaker, that the
whole House was unanimous in the desire to
maintain the line, but,unfortunately,if the course
advocated by the Opposition were to be carried
out, the effect would be very different. It would
have the effect of defeating the measure which
they professed it was their desire to-sec carried.
The Hon. member for Toronto admitted that the
Government were perfectly right in coming
down with the scheme. Yet, strange to say, he
immediately turned round and told the Govern-

'ment that they ought to grant a Committee, for

the purpose of inquiring whether they were
right, or whether they were wrong.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—I said you were right as
to your course at the outset.” =~

Hon.'Mr. GALT—The Hon. gentleman said
they were right in ascertaining the amount of
subsidy required, and in bringing the matter
before the House, but in the same breath he
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said they ought to appoint a Committee for the
purpose of inquiring whether the information
of the Government was right or wrong. Now
supposing the Government had come down and
said that they were not sufficiently assured of
the accuracy of their information, and thrown
-on the Housge the task of ascertaining the facts
and initiating the course to be taken, what
would the Hon. gentleman then have said ?
Would he not most indignantly bave accused
the Government of a desire to evade the respon-
sibility attaching to them, and havetaken a course
the very opposite of that which he had formed
on this occasion ? Most certainly he would, and
-rightly 8o, too ; for he conceived this was a posi-
tion which no Government had a right to take.
Under our system of responsible Governnient,
the Government was bound to take the respon-
sibility of what was purely their Executive Acts.
If the Government shirked this responsibility,
or if the country did not approve of the schemes
-or measures of the Government, then the proper-
courge for the House to take was, to tarn the
Executive out. The Government was not to be
reproached for taking the responsibilty of its
position—they were not to be reproached be-
cauge they- frankly told the House they bad ex-
amined into the question and were satisfied of
the correctness of their information—they were
not to be.censured beeause they called upon the
House to support them in sustaining what was
truly a Canadian enterprise. No one questioned
for a moment ‘that the line could not be sus-
tained without aid. The only ground, therefore,
on which a Committtee wa3 asked for, was to
investigate points of detail. No ‘dounbt, 2 Com-
" mittee could properly enough enquire into
these. But such an investigation would not
touch the great question whether the line was
to be sustained or not. It was absolutely ne-
cessary there should be no hesitation in the
course to be taken. Powerful influence were at
work in opposition to them-—Dboth political and
moncy influences—and it was perfectly clear
that, if the Legislature of this country did not
take a determined course, they would have little
chance of sugcess in the face of these influ-
ences. The way had been much smooted by
the advanfageous postal arrangements which
had been made by his Hon. Colleague the Post-
master Ganeral. The amount of postage re-
presented by the mails, not merely from the
United States, but from France, Prussia, and
Belgium, as well as the United Kingdom, was,
he thought, sufficient to justify the Government
in the position they had taken to maintain this
line in its integrity. A line like ours was not
to'be hastily abandoned. ~ For others could not
speedily step into the shoes of those who had
beén ruined by the enterprise, and the fact
would go forth to the world that the St. Law-
rence route had been tried and found wanting
(Hear.) He put it to Hon. members whether
they were prepared to say this—ivere they pre-
pared to assert that the St. Lawrence was tho
wrong route, that the energies and resources of
the Province had been exbausted upon it, and

that just as we had persuadgd the nations to
give us their correspondence, we were willing
to clasp our hands in silence and let the line
go down. (Hear, hear.) He believed the
country would’nt say so—he . believed the
country was slmost unanimous in saying the
line must be sustained. QHear.) The ministry
had taken the responsibility of recommending
the course they now proposed, and he believed
it would be gladly shared by every man in the
Province. (Hear.) The Government thought
they were proposing to the House to do what
the House would be perfectly willing to do, for,
looking either to the Press or to the sentiments
uttered at public meetings, they did not find a
single expression of hostility to the enterprise
made use of. (Hear.) Now suppose the Go-
vernment had taken the course some Hon. gen-
tleman seemed to desire, and suppose, after con-
sidering the matter, they had allowed the line to
go downeven for one month, the effect would
have been to destroy, at once, all those arrange-
ments for the carriage of the mails lately con-
cluded, to damage, irretrievably, our position be-
fore the British Government, our position be-
fore the House of Commons, in relation to the
Imperial subsidiesto lines plying.to Boston or
New York. - (Hear.) Were we now—when a
few months would bring the solution of the
question—to waive all our claims to justice?
Must the line go down, without applying to it
even those resources which the negotiations
of the Hon. Postmaster General had, as it were,
created? (No! No!) A good deal had been
said with reference to what is called “ dating
the coniract back.” He was glad an oppor-
tunity had been afforded him of setting the
House right on the subject. The papers, he
thought, shewed sufficiently what the intention
of the Government was, but he would bave
much pleasure in stating it over again. The
Government formed the intention of recommend-
ing tothe House to apply the amount of postage
accrued, up to the time of granting the increased
subsidy, to assist in liquidating the losses
the contractors said they had sustained. Strict
investigation had assured the Government that
these statements were correct, and they made an
Order in Council, in their executive responsibility
of the naturestated. Althoughthe Government
asked to make the new contract date back as
far as May last, it was not the intention of the
Government to pay the contractors 104,000/ from
that day, if the postages did not realize that
sum, nor more than that amount if they did.
The amount of postage not ascertained, yet,
and unless the Government'had taken the course
they had, two sets of resQlutions and two bills
would have had to be submitted to the House.
" Hon. Mr. SICOTTE—The Hon. Postmaster
General stated that the amoun\xz::ved from

May last would more than cover the subsidy.
Hon. Mr. BROWN-—And the ‘Postmaster
General said no postage would be given to
the contragfors unless the House sanctioned the
arrangemfnt. Advances had indeed been'made,
conditionally, but the Government had taken
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gecurity——security on the line, to cover the full
amount. The ‘Government had acted. They
stood by/their action. They came down to the
House to sanction it, and, although there had
been more opposition than they had expected,
they feel confident their course would be sustain-
ed, both in and out of Parliament. The Hon.
member had said they never expected to give
a 6d of the money. .

Hon. Mr. GALT.—Except the postage.

Hon. Mr. BROWNread from the bill which said
that the &8,000 per trip were to be given from
1st May last. .

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—-Yes, precisely.

Dr. CONNOR would like to know when those
gentlemen had ever kept withiu the assigned
limits. He objected to the mode of putting the
case adopted by Ministers, which represented
the Opposition as objecting to the proposed sub-
sidy, with the secret desire of overthrowing the
Ocean Line. This, he emphatically denied, and
it came very badly from them and their sup-
porters, to refuse the reasonable request for in-
formation before the vote was carried. If the
Finance Minister had just returned from Eng-
land, with his fresh laurels, after having saved
the country £5000 or £10,000 a year, he
would receive the unmeasured applause ‘of
his side of the House, as if a very great thing
had been done; but when it was a question of
giving away such a tritle as £50,000, it was
monstrous that the Qpposition should ask upon
what grounds it was to be granted. They must,
foraooth, receive without question the ipse dizit
of the Postmaster General, who, of course,

_brings up whatever statements he choose. The
Upper Canada majority represented by him
(Connor) and his friends, -were treated un-
graciously and dishonestly, by refusing the de-
sired information. He wanted to know if there
were not other means than those proposed, by
which the Line could be sustained, but the ques-
tion could not be entertained. The matter at is-
sue, however, was no trifle ; four years ago,
£29,000 was the amount paid, then in two years
it jumped to £55,000, and now in two years
more it was to be increased to £104,000, but no
reason for so rapid an increase conld be had.

. Last year we were told the finances were so bad,
that the country was ina very critical state, and
rigorous retrenchment was necessary, and if this
was true, why was it consented now to add such
large sums to the public honds, without conde-
scending to show the necessity for doing so?
‘Was it fair, before the Minister of Finance had
brought down his statement, showing the con-
dition of the exchequer, that he should tell us
that we must vote on the mere word of one of
his colleagues, so large & sum of money as was
demanded. Both were intcrested in carrying
the measure, and that was another reason why
enquiry should first take place. It was alleged
that a strong necessity existed, that we should
show confidence in the Line, but the motion for
enquiry was not inconsistent with confidence.
Where was the necessity for all this hurry? Let
us have first the Public Accouunts, and if they

came down, he (Connor) very much feared it
would be found that this year's income had not
paid the expenditure. Who had told the Minis-
ters that other Companies would not take the
contract on more favourable terms than the
present Company, and at any rate where was the
harm of enquiry. He knew that the Ministry,
with the aid of their supporters, could carry
their measure, and probably their Upper Canada
friends, who knew very well that they did not
represent public opinion in that section of the
Province, did not much care what was thought
of their vote. It was not, however, treating the
Upper Canada majority with respect, and he
could tell the House that the people at the West,
had so learned the value of money during the
two last years, that they were opposed to the
waste of any sum, however small. But year by
year the Ministry spent large sums without au-
thority, and then they came to Parliament and
asked indemaity, which they were sure to get.
An additional £50,000 was to be given to thig
business, and, as he understood, some £60,000
more was to be expended in the purchase of Tug
Boats. He protested, on behalf of his friends,
against this system, and against the refusal of
the reasonable demand for enquiry, which they
had made before the vote was taken, and he pro-
tested further against the false representations,
that they were opposed to a proper subsidy, and
to the allegation that they desired to stifie Ca-
nadian enterprise. If the Compsny could not
proceed with their contract, why had they not
given notice ?

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL~—If the Hon.
gentleman will persist in refusing to read the
correspondence published, of course he must re-
main ignorant. Notice had been given on 12th
February last.

Dr. CONNOR—Wherewas thereevidenceinthe
correspondence, that they could not carry on
without an additional subsidy of 50,000/ And
if notice was given on 12th February last,
why had the Postmaster General concealed the
fact?

Hon. Mr. GALT—The Hon. member must
really read the correspondence. (Laughter.)

Dr. CONNOR~—If notice had been given by
the Company that they could not proceed, it was
only the more important that we should have
an enquiry. Nothing could be more unfortu-
nate, or more opposed to the spirit of Responsi-
ble Government, than the voting of money in
the way proposed. The undertaking seemed to
be growing into a most formidable one, and,
perhaps, from a subsidy of 100,000Z, we should
soon have to give one of 200,000/, (Hear, hear.)
Before encouraging the Company to go on to build
new boats, he again repeated there should be a
rigid investigation into the correctness of all the
statements advanced. ’

Hon. Mr. ROSE—The Hon. gentleman had at-
tacked the Government with extreme violence,
and he would now ask him seriously whether
he was not aware, before he came to the House,
that the Company could not go on with their

weekly service without additional aid? Did he
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mean to say that it was here he first learned
that increased help . would be required ? He
would now prove to the Hon. member, that he,
himgelf, bad declated, on the 25th of February
last, that unless the Company got a subsidy
equal to that paid by England to the Cunard
boats, the line would be run off the ocean. (Mr.
Rose here read the Resolutions of the- 25th Feb-
ruary, affirming this, which were-passed unani-
mously by the House.) And now the Hon.
member scemed to pretend ignorance of the dif-
ficulties the Line had to contend with. The
member for Toronto himself, had consented to
the fact alleged, and really, it was a most diffi-
cult thing to follow these gentlemen in all their
sinuosities.©, He would now ask the House
whether they would imperil the success of the
Line by refusing the necessary help. He had no
doubt that in a short time the Line would be
gelf-sustaining, and that, in fact, it would not cost
the country a shilling. Then, through it we
should get such a hold upon the people of Eng-
land, that the Imperial Government would not
be able longer to ignore the claims of Canada.
So early as 1854, a Comnmittee on Qccan subsi-
dies was formed in the House of Commops, for
the purpose of laying down the rules upon which
they would be granted, and one of the principal
reasons advanced, for aid to the Cunard Line,
was, that it constituted the great connecting
link with the British North American Colo~
nies, and attention was drawn to the fact, that
a line of communication was thereby. established
between Halifux and Quebec and Montreal. In
another place, it was said that this Line, (the
Cunard) besides promoting a large foreign trade,
brought us into contact with our North Ameri-
can Colonies. Again, was the Province to show
its inability'to support its own Line, and that, too,
at the very moment when the Canadian route
was being established ? Would it be politic at
the present moment, when 2 Committee of the
House of Commons, in England, was discussing
the question of subsidies, with a view to their
more equal distribution, for the Province to de-
clare its want of confidence in its own Line of
steamers, by refusing it & subsidy, and thus peril
the- chance of the Province receiving any-
thing from the Imperial Government. It would
be madness to throw a doubt on the reality of
the advantages for which the Province had
struggled so long. He would merely add that
the English Government were alive to the claims
of the Province, as far back as 1856, when re-
monstrances were made against the continuance
of the subsidy to the Cunard Line, at which time
new arrangements, on an equitable principle to
the Province, were spoken of.” And there was
no doubt, that the Impérial Government could
not forbear to give to the Canadian line the same
subsidy that the Galway and Australian lines
had alrcady received. Yet, all these would be
forfeited, if the House now declared the want of
confidence in the Line, and refused the subsidy.

Mr. A. WILSON thought there existed no
good grounds on which to refuse the enquiry
sought by the House. "There were a great many

reasons which could be advanced in favor of
such a procedure, while no good ones could be
advanced againstit. He was astonished to hear
the alarming doctrine laid down by the Hon.
member for Montmorenci. That Hon. gentle-
man had stated that not only was it right for
the Govermment to resume any responsibility in
cases of emergenty—but that the Government
was bound to do so. That Hon. gentleman
scemed to think that it was all right, as long as
the consent of the House was afterwards obtain-
ed. He (Mr. W.) hoped that such a dangerous
doctrine would not be sanctioned by the House.
He also objected to the manner in which the In-
spector-General had proposed to raise the fund
for this'subsidy. That Hon.gentleman proposed
to raise it out of the unappropriated funds.—
Now he (Mr. W.) would like to know where
were those unappropriated funds, that the Hon.
gentleman had spoken of. He (Mr. W.) had not
vet heard of them, and he would like to know -
where they were to come from.

Hon. Mr. GALT would like to know if the
Hon, gentleman wanted the subsidy to be pro-
vided for out of the approprinted funds?
(Laughter.)

Hon. Atty. General CARTIER repeated ins
French what other members of the Government
hadstated in English. There was this difference
between the Galway Line contract, and that as
to the Canadian steamers, that, while the former
was entered into by the Imperial Government
without the sanction of Parlinment, the latter
was entirely in pursuance of two Acts of the
Legislature. The order in Council of 3rd Sept.,
1859, distinctly stated that the sanction of the
Legislature would be requisite to carry out what
was therein stipulated. If the Government had
not taken the responsibility of that, the Hon.
Postmaster General would not have been able
to make arrangements for the conveyance, by
our steamers, of French, Prussian, Belgian and
United States mails, and the weekly line could
have been abandoned as the contractors stipu-
lated. The demand for a Committee to enquire
whether this ‘additional subsidy was really
needed, was but o hypocritical pretext on the
part of the Hon. member for Toronto and others.
He (Hon. Atty. General Cartier,) Was sorry to
see there were some Upper Canadian members
who seemed to regret that the trade of the West-
ern section of the Province was again returning
to its natural channel,—the St. Lawrence,~—in-"
stead of being forced by the New York route.
The contest was now, in fact, between the two
routes, andit was not the interest or object of
the Cunard line to show that that of the St. Law-
rence was the more favourable. He hoped no
member from Lower Canada would vote against
the second reading of the bill. The Hon, member
for Toronto could not pretend that he wanted a
Committee, to ascertain what he knew a.year
ago, what he must-have known when the House
last Session unanimously voted an address de-
claring that an additional subsidy was necessary
to enable the Canadian Steamers to compete
with those of the Gunard Line. :
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Hopn. Mr. LEMIEUX enquired what the fon-
nage and horse-power of the new steamers
would be. B

Hon. Mr. CARTIER said the tonnage of
the present Steamers of the line was greater
than any of the Cunard vessels, except the
Persic.  The last steamer, Hungarian, was
2,260, and the two new boats would be 3,000
tons burthen, and their cugines 5,000 horge-
power,

The Bill was then read a second time on a
division. °

Mr. McGEE seconded by Mr. Thibaudean,
moved, “That instructions be given to the Com-
mittee to ascertain whether it be not possible
that the proposed large annual expenditure may
be diffused by causing one or more of the new
ships, for the Canadian line, to be built in Que-

" bec.” The Administration had announced that,
as soon as the bill passed the House, they would
proceed to contract for two new ships. He took
it for granted, those contracts were not yet
made, and wished to urge upon the House the
propriety and justice of contracting for at least
a part of the intended ship-building, in our own
country. - They talked about encouraging the
enterprises of the country, and here was an ex-
cellent opportunity toencourage and revive the
enterprise of  Ship-building in Quebec. There
was a large sum or mouney to be voted,to employ
the skill and industry of the Clyde, but patriot-
ism, as well as charity, began at home. In the
city of Quebec, there were, at the present time,
five thousand skilled mechanics; educated to the
trade of ship-building. Ships of over two thon-

" sand tons burthen had been constructed at Que-
bee, and inswiftness, capacity and beauty of
finish they were not surpassed in the Old World.
He had, from reliable authority, the fact that it
was possible-to construct the hull of a ship in
the St. Lawrence from £3 to £4 10s. cheaper that
in the old counfry. About a yearago a beauti-
ful vessel was constructed in Montreal for
parties in Cuba, and though, through some de-
fect in her machinery, she had not heen a suc-
cess, yet there was no doubt that ag good, as
cheap and as safe a vessel could be built in the
St.Lawrence as in any part of North America.
He was supposing, of course, that these new
ships were to be wooden vessels. He would
name all the vessels, but one, of the Cunardline,
as wooden vessels. In casesof accident vessels
built of wood had proved to be safer than those
of iron. Several iron vessels had been wrecked,

and all on board had perished; wooden vessels:

bad been wrecked in the same nianner and  all
on board had beensaved. (Hear, hear) Vessels
sailing to Quebec had one-third of their voyage
in sight of land, in ‘danger of the coasts. Now;,
if & vessel could be built in Quebec, as well as
in the Clyde, and cheaper by sixor eight thou-
sand pounds ; and if the machinery could be fur-
nished by companies in Montreal of equal work--
manship, why should the contract be given to
the Clyde? All the timber used on the Clyde
must come from the St. Lawrence. In Quebec.
of five thousand ship-builders, not more

than two thousand were employed, and those at
from 15d. to 2s. per day. Worthy, skilled, in-
dustrious men—did they deserve no share of
this money ? Out of their hard earnings, a por-
tion must go towards this large sum, to be voted
out of the people’s money, and they should not
be forgotten. (Hear, hear) We were granting an
unconditional subsidy. England granted sub-
sidies on certain conditions. Therighttorecall
the vessels was one condition, in case they were
needed in time of war; and that they might be
fit for service, the Admiralty superintended the
building of the vessels. He would again urge
the claims of the ship-wrights of this coun-
try. One fine ship, sailing from Canads to
Liverpool, would be the best possible advertise-
ment for Canadian ship-builders, and would
stimulate a very depressed branch of home in-
dustry, and revive once more the declining busi-
ness of the ship builders of Quebec.

The Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL said it
was utterly impossible to-attempt to meet the
views of Hon. gentlemen on the Opposition
Benches. They made stray professions of a de-
sire for retrenchment, yét they now asked the
Government to accede to a motion, the effect of
which would be to bring merchants and me-
chanics from the Clyde, at the cost of thousands
of pounds, in order to ascertain facts which were
within the cognizance of everybody within the
sound of his voice. The Hon. mover of the res-
olution was unfortunate in all his most impor-
tant statements, and that being so, all.hig finely
turned periods and arguments fell to the ground.
The Hon. gentleman stated that an Admiralty
agent wag present on board the Cunard steamers,
from the time they left Liverpool until they re-
turned to that port again, for the purpose of
noting every revolution of the paddles, and such
other facts as might be of interest as too speed
and the working of the vessel. Now, the Hon. gen-
tleman was singularly misinformed, for such was
nat the fact. When' the liné was first started,
such officers were stationed on board ihose
steamers, but they had been found unnecessary,
and bad been discontinued for years. Then
why, ifthe British Government had found such
officers unnecessary, should we employ & staff
of them? It would be a piece of the greatest
extravagance to do so. Not only would we
have to pay them large salaries, but we should
bave to pay the propriefors of the steamers for
their accommodation. .

Mr. McGEE—May I ask the Hon. gentleman
one question ? Does the Hon. Gentleman mean
to say that thereis notan Admirdlty Inspector?

Hon. Mr. SMITH—True, hen the .Cunard
steamers arrived at = Liverpool, ‘they were
ingpected by. an Admiralty Taspector, with
the view of seeing that they were per-
fectly sea-worthy. If anything was found
wrong with the vessel, she was ordered into
dock, and notgpermitted to leave it without
a certificate that she was all right. ' The Hob.
gentleman was also” unfortunate in hig state-
ment 6f the respective merits of iron and wooden
vessels, He said, that if an iron ship teuched a



March 13, 1860]

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

11

rock; she was sure to go topieces. Now he (Mr.
Smith):had yet to learn that timber ships -would
remain in tact when cast on a lee shore. Did
the Hon. gentleman ‘mean to say that timber
ships. would: have .remained longer whole than
the unfortunate steamers Indian and Hungarian,
under the game ‘circumstances ? He: could not
venture to make such- an assertion. Would any
.wooden ship, stranded like the unfortunate Can-
‘adian ship in the St. Lawrence, have remained
solid as she had done until taken to pieces by
the pétson who purchased her? Did not the
Great Britain remain stranded in'Dundrum Bay
for a whole' year without going to pieces, and
was she not'now as dound as any vessel afloat?
Had not the North American drrived in port no
less than five times with her fore part full of
water, showing that the fact of her having been
built in compartments, like some other steamers,
had preveuted her from sinking ? Take the unfor-
tunate case of the Arefic, run into by a small
French steamer. The Arctic waslost with nearly
every soul on board,while the French steamer ar-
rived safe at Newfoundland without any loss of
life. Then, again, experiencehad demonstrated
that it was utterly impossible to build screw ships
of wood. If the House would come to the conclu-
sion_that paddle steamers were preferable to
screw steamers, then it would be necessary that
instead of 100,000Z.,, a sum double in amount
should be voted, for the management of such
vegsels cost twice as much as those propelled by
screws. The Company had entered into a con-
tract with the Province and hadperformed itfaith-
fully, and now they were ready to enter into a
more extensive one, and there was no reason to
question their willingness or ability to carry out
their new engagements. He contended it was
not our business to tell when they were to have
their boats built. and how. Our business was
to consider whether we could give the sumn pro-
posed, and for one, he was not prepared to say
nay. The motion now before the.House was a
mere side wind, and the intention was to give
the whole thing the go-by. If the motion should
pass, the line would stop, and the contracts with
foreign Governments would, of course, be annul-
led. He could not accept such a motion, for it
was o mere pretext, and the respousibility be
with those who supported it.

Mr. THIBAUDEAU said that if the Postmas-
ter-General had not attributed improper motives
to the member for Montreal, and those who sup-
ported the amendment, he would have contented
himself with giving a silent vote, but he thought
that the enquiries proposed were well worthy of
attention, and should commend themselvesto the
attention of the Government, who might, at
least, have said that if they could notaccept the
motion, they would be prepared to investigate
afterwards. He contended that it was well
known and understood, that wooden ships were
safer than iron ships, and, if so,then, it was worth
inquiry, whether such vessels could not be built
in Quebec. If the trial were made, an important
branch of industry might be ¢created which
would hereafter be of incalculable importance to

Canada.  As to the subsidy, he was prepared,
if necessary, to sustain it byhis vote, or he would
go even for a larger sam, but he wanted the ne-
cessgity to be made apparent. S ‘

- Hon. YMr. CAUCHON saidit was impossible to
wait, for that if any of the ships were built of
wood, they ought to be built in the Yalley of the.
St. Lawrence. It would be the interest of the
Company, if they could build of wood, to build
here, because they would enlist the sympathies
of the people. However, he could not vote for
the resolution, and thus interfere ‘with the com-
pany who would, of course, adopt the means of
carrying out their contract with the greatest
certainty.

Mr. LANGEVIN would leave to the Govern-
ment, the responsibility of deciding whether the
vessels shonld be “of iron or wood. He, of
course, desired that the vessels should be built
here, but, after all, the first thing was the sus-
taining of the line. ' )

After some further debate, :

‘Mr. McGEE'S motion was negatived by 64
against 35. )

Mr. SPEAKER then left the ¢hair. . ~. .

The House then went into- Committee of the.
Whole, Hon. Mr. Harwood . in the. chair. The
Committee proceeded through the Bill, and rose
and reported it with one amendment.

Report ordered to be received on Friday.

COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY.

The House again resolved itself into Commit-
tee of the Whole, and on motion of Hon. Mr. Galt,
His Excellency’s Speech was referred thereto.

The Committee rose and reported progress.

The ouse then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

- Quebec, March 14, 1860.
The Speaker took the Chair at 3 o'clock.
HUDSON’'S BAY TERRITORY.

A Message was read from His Excellency, en-
closing & Despatch from the Imperial Govern-
ment, acknowledging the receipt of the Joint Ad-
dress of both Houses of last Session, on the sub-
ject of the Hudson’s Bay.

GROWING TIMBER.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN presented the report of the
Special Committee on the Bill respecting growing
timber. :

The Bill as amended was ordered to be
ed and read a third time on Fridny.

BANKRUPTCY AND INSOLVENCY.

Hon: Mr. CAMPBELL moved to appoint a
Select Committee on Bankruptey and Insolvency,
similar to that formed last Session, and that the
said Committee be composed ofthe Hon. Messrs.
Vankoughnet, Simpson, Prince, Tessier, Ferrier,
Leslie, and the mover. Also, that the Bill re-
ported by the former Committee, on the 18th

prift-
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April last, be referred to the Committee. The
Hon. gentleman stated that he was induced to

- make the motion in consequence of what had
falled from Hon. gentlemen yesterday, when the
subject of the motion was under consideration.
Of course all the information and facts collected
by the Committee struck last Session would be
Iaid before the present one. While moving for
this Committee he begged to say that he did not
anticipate that ultimate legislature on the com-
petent subject could come from any private
member but from the Government.

Hon. Mr. MURNEY would like to know if the
functions of the former Committee had expired ?

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the func-
tions of that Committee expired with the Ses-
sion. The Bill they had framed on the occasion
referred to, the Committee did not think such a
one as would meet all the wants of the commu-
nity, and they had distributed it over the country,
in order to elicit pnblic opinion on it. The pre-
sent Committee would be enabled to take ad-
“vantage of the workings of the former Commit-
tee and produce a beneficial Bill.

Hon, Mr. MORRIS suggested that the Hon.
gentleman should withdraw his motion, and
throw the responsibility of the measure upon the
Government, The Bill, he thought, was one
that should emanate from the Government—
and at the present moment Upper Canada was
clamorous for a Bankrupt Law. He also ob-
jected to the motion on the ground that the
members of the Committee were not the men,
he thought, to introduce a good measure on the
subject, at the same time he did not wish to cast
any reflection personally upon Hon. gentlemen.

Hon. Col. PRINCE said that as it was the
gencral and received opinion, that the present
session ‘'would be a short one—a fact from which
the Attorney-General East deserved immortal
honor—he was afraid that the Committee would
never be able to report before the prorogation,
and thus legislation upon this important sub-
ject would be prevented. He did not think that
the Government, however, shonld assume the
responsibility of this measure. He would rather
that the House should assume that responsibility
—and bhe was sure that it the House did so, the
‘Government would not dare to throw any ob-
stacles in the way. He also would ask the
mover to withdraw the motion, and instead of
it to introduce a bill framed by him (Mr. Camp-
bell,) which had already been laid before the
people through the columns of the Giode, and
which he (Col. Prince) thought @ most excellent
Biil. .

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHXNET approved of the
striking of the Commiitee, as it would be sure
to elicit a great deal of information on a subject

which required enquiry, and which was not gen- |

erally understood. To a mere Bankruptey Law

he had always expressed himself as opposed.
But to a'general law of Bankruptcy and Insdl-
vency, which would cut at the root of the pre-
sent evil, he would lend his support. He could
understand very well why his Hon. friend (Mr.
Campbell) moved for the present Committee.—
The Bill reported by the Committee of last ses-
sion, was not the Bill of that Hon. gentleman.
It wag the work of the Joint Committee, and
gince that Committee had reported, new facts
had come to the knowledge of its member,
which would lead them to amend that Bill, and
therefore, he (Mr. Campbell) would not adopt
it. Doubtless the Committee asked for, could
report such a Bill as would be found acceptable,
and he (Mr. V.) did not see why the wishes of
Hon. gentlemen should be thwarted.

Hon, Mr. MOORE thought that, asthis subject
had been mentioned in the Speech.from the
Throne, that Ministers intended to bring down
a Bankruptcy Bill themselves, and if such was
the case, there was little use in the proposed
Cominittee also going to work to frame a simi-
lar Bill, since both could not be passed. How-
ever, he hoped that any bill that should be sub-
mitted to the Houge, should not be one to apply
exclusively to the relief of Upper Canada, for it
was & well known fact, that there were many
creditors of Upper Canadian debtors in Montreal,
whose rights should be looked ta as well as those
of the Upper Canadiaus, and who would be in-
jured by a sectional Bill. ’

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON had advised his Hon.
friend (Mr. Campbell) to bring> forward this
motion, and desired now to'say that he thought
it & good one. The desired information which
the Committee would collect would be valuable,
whether the Government brought forward a-
measure on the subject or not.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL contended for the
striking of the Committee, especially as the Bill
reported by the Committee last session, was not
such a one as he could ask the House to support.
The Committee would report as soon as practi-
cable—though he did not think from what the
Attorney-General had stated, that an ultimate
Bankruptcy Bill would be passed during the
present session.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET corrected the Hon.
gentleman. The Attorney-General, on the oc-
casion referred to, had been asked if a Bank-
ruptey Bill would be introduced during the pre-
sent session, and he answered, no. Iie (Mrc. V.)
was always opposed to the passing of a mere
Bankruptcy Bill ; but the Government, he hoped,
would be able to introduce a satisfactory mea-
sure on Bankruptey and Insolvency. ’

After some further discussion, the names of
the Hon. Messrs. Seymour and Morris were added
to the Committee. and the motion was carried.
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

Quebec, March 14, 1860
MUNICIPAL DEBENTURES RESTRAINT
BILL.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER presented the report
of the Select Committee, to whom was referred
the Bill to restrain Municipalities from issuing
debentures beyond a certain amount—with an
amendment to prevent persous holding but a
small amount of property, from exercising as
much control in the passing of by-laws to issue
debentures, as persons of large ecstates. The
object which the Committee had in'view when
framing the amendment, was to enable the ma~
jority of votes to represent the greater amount
of value in the Township or County, as the case
might be.

Hon. Mr. DE BLAQUIERE spoke in favor of
this amendment. He had always contended for
this principle, and was glad to see it at least
recognised. Ile could recite numerous instances

in which property was entirely set aside in the:

passing of a by-law by numerical force—a state
of things which could no longer exist.

The House concurred in the report of the
Committes, 1ind the Bill was ordercd to be read
a third time as amended, to-morrow. .

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesduy, March 14, 1860,
. Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair at 3 o'clock.
MESSAGE.

A Message was received from His Excellency
the Governor General, eucloging a despatch
from the Colonial Secretary, acknowledging the
receipt of the Joiat Address of both Houses, on
the affairs of the Hudson Bay Cowpany. ’

BILLS INTRODUCED AND READ A FIRST
TIME.~

Bint to amend the Laws respecting the sub~
stitution for Affirmation for Oaths.—Mr. Clark.

Bu to provide for the Reduction of Law
Costs in the Collection of Debts.—Mr. McMicken.

BiLL to establish the Concession Line between
the Gore Linc and the 8th concession of the
Township of Grimsby.—Mr. Simpson. ’

Bt to consolidate the .Debt of the Town of
Bowmanville.—Mr. J. Cameron.

BiLL to amend the Act to change the tenure
of Indian Lands in the Township of Durbam,—

-Mr. Dunkin.

COUNTY TOWN OF BRUCE.

Mr. TOLMES enquired when it was intended
to sclect a place in the County of Bruce for the

"County Town.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL WEST said it
was intended to restore to Municipalitics the
power to select County Towns.

DISPOSAL OF CROWN LANDS.

Mr. FOURNIER enquired whether it was in-
tended to instruct the different Crown Land
Azents, particularly in ‘Lower Canada, to dis-
pose of the lands at public sale, every three,
four or six mouths, in order to prevent said
agents from selling the best lots by private sale
to their friends, or through friends purchasing
the lots themselves; reserving in all cases the
right of perception in behalf of bona fide settlers.

Hon, ®Mr. CARTIER replied that the lands
which were for sale were for the advantage of
all who clhiose to make use of them, and there
were regulations already which ensured to those
who first made application, the right of becom-
ing tlie purchases of those lands.

‘ PROHIBITORY LIQUOR LAW.

Iion Malcolm CAMERON moved that the
House resolve itself into a Committee of the
Whole, to form a bill similar to that be had be~
fore introduced, for the Prohibition of the sale
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of Intoxicating Liquors. He had, so far, modi-
fied that Lill that it would not interfere with
the manufacture of liquors, nor with the whole-
saletrade. This subject had been one of amuse-
raent to the House, but it was one of the most
serious and important that could come before
it. Day after day did we sce and hear of the
evil consequent, on the sale of intoxicating li-
quors. The pupers—even those papers which
opposed the main law and all similar measures
—teemed with cases of suffering and misery
directly attributable to this great evil of society,
Nohody attempted to deny the evil. yet nobody
took any steps towards lessening it. Persons
in the highest ranks of life -were as likely to fall
victims to this vice as any other; indeed, the
most intelligent often seerned the most easily be-
guiled. There could be no doubt about the right
of the Government to interfere in such matters ;
if thoy had a right to grant a license, they had
u right to withold the sume license and prevent
the sale of liquors. In proportion to the num-
- ber of licensed bar-rooms, was,the drunkenness
and consequent misery in the country. {Hear,
hear.) We could not shut our cyes to these
facts, and he boped such a bill would not be
thrown over without due consideration. The
wember for the County was uot in his pldce,
clgo he would read the petition received from
Mr. Linton, tiie Clerk of the Peace for Perth.
He (Mr. Cameron) would, however, say that the
petition shewe:, that, out of 20 offtnces commit-
ted, 17 or I8 were committed under the influ-
ence of intoxicuting drinks. Those who were
engaged in the traffic of these liquors were of
alldenominations of professing Christians--Epis-
copaliane, Presbyterians, Roman Catholics,—
and everywhere the result had been the same.
(Hear.) Many persons had voluntarily given
up the use of intoxicating liquors, for the saie
of example. after seeing these things. He was
not exactly iu such a category himseli—he had
never tasted spirits in his life, but he had ac-
quired his convictions very dearly. Indeed,
looking at the fact, that some of the schoolmates
of all of us, had been ruined through the use
of intoxicating liquors, he wondered how any
one could refuse to abstain from them, for the
sake qf example, if not of themselves, (Hear.)
These consideratious had led to the formation
of the old Temperance Society, which had ex-
isted for 30 years, and had consisted of the best
people of the country. Since then, other or-
ganizations bad been formed; he had that day
presented 72 petitions from. onc of them, and
there were more coming from the rest. These
bodies were acting on principle, they had no
connection with politics, although, indeed, cer-
tain politicians had endeavored to make use of
them, as they tried to do of other associations.
(Hear.) For 25 years he bad failed to find a
single family of ten wembers, oae of whom had
oot been brought to ruln through drunkenness.
Did any deny it? let them give him their list,
and he would see if, in a fortnight, he could not
write some srei pages of fimily history due to
this canse.  Drink made the husband lift his

hand against the wife, the father against the
child ; it made iserable, hundreds of thousands
of people.  Of what use was it to invite on one
hand, emigrants to come hither, while we al-
lowed our people to be destroyed by law, on
the other? (Hear.) Long ago, people used to
get rid of this matter very easily—they said, oh!
respectable people don’t favor the movement—
clurch of England Ministers did not sympathize
with it. Now he held in his hand an address,
signed by 119 clergymen of the Church of Eng-
land, to their bretheren in England,asking them
to help to do away with the iniquity of which
he complained. (Hear.) He maintained that
we were bound, as men, not to say as Christians,
to legislate in defence of our own blood,—our
country, to banish the Curse, to get rid of it as
far as was'possible. This motion of his took up
the lowest possible ground—it aimed merely at
shutting up the retail trade, and at preventing
those who had no other business, from selling
intoxicating drink. In Scotland, lately, & num-
ber of noblemen and gentry, headed by the
Duke of Argyle, Lady Byron, &c., had felt the
necessity of action in this respect, and resolved
that they would not rent any land or house to
any person who would not agree not to sell any
intoxicating liquors. They did this to build up
their property, to prevent their tenants from de-
struction,—and should we not act in & similar
spirit, asregarded our country? - (Hear.) This
might injure some few people, it might throw
some idlers upon their resources, but. for these
men as a class we could have no sympathy.—
(Hear.)

The motion was carried, and the House went
into Comwmittee, Col. Playfair in the chair.

Mr. McDOUGALL addressed the Committee,
stating that public feeling in Upper Canada was
alive to the importance of some legislation on
this subject, and that this fecling was not in
favor of an absolutely probibitory Iaw, so much
as of a moderate measure like the one called for
by the IHon. member fur Lambton. He, himself,
too, had seen reasons for modifying his own
views, which were now morcin accordance with
those of the Hon. member, than they had pre-
viously been.

Ion. Mr. CARTIER sugzested an amendment
in the wording of the Hon. gentleman's lan-
guage, and the Committec then adopted, and,
on rising, reporterd a resolution * That it is ex-
pedient to regulate by law, the eale of intoxica-
ting liquors by retail, in this Province.”

KNIGHTHOOD OF THE SPEAKER.

Mr. ROBINSON moved an Address for copies
of all correspondence between the Canadian and
Imperial Governments, in reference to the
Knighting of the Speaker of this House.

Hon. Attorncy General CARTIER said there
was no such correspondence. ’

The motion wag withdrawn. -

Mr. GOWAN could not agree with the Hon.
gentlemen who believed that titlesof distinction
did not elevate persons bearing them, in the
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opinion of the public. Supposc ke were to ad-
dress the Hon: member from Waterloo, simply
as Mr. Foley, without the * Honorable ?”

Hon. Mr. FOLEY said he would much rather
not hear the * Honorable,” for it reminded him
of very unpleasant circumstances.

Mr. GOWAN said, that even in the T'nited
States, they had Generals, Colonels and Cap-
tains, and they were much more democratic than
Canadians. People everywhere, took pleasure
in tracing out the genealogy of their families.
The desire for distinction wus an instinct. One
gentleman had said it was not creditable that
the Spenker of another Colony had been knight-
ed, while our Speaker had not received that

. distinction,  He (Mr. Gowsn) thought such a
comparison & mark of disrespect to the Hon.
gentleman who occupied the chair. Tt was u
complaint on the part of those who made the
motion that he had not bieen kuighted, -and he
hoped the motion would be withdrawn.

Mr. W. F, POWELL said, it hag been con-
tended that there was not much good in a title,
but be thought there were sowme names s0 very
common as to need a title to save them from
oblivion.  (Laughter.) Jones, Brown, and
Smith, were all names to which a title would
lend a-little dignity. :

Mr. TURCOTTE was in favor of titles of dis-

“tinction where they were deserved.

Hon. Mr. BROWN bad intended his remarks
to apply only to people in this country. Inold
countries it was a different thing. But here in
Canada, when men had done any publie serviee,
it was sure to be known and remembered just as
well without titles as with them; and as for
people going home to England, where they were
totalty unknown, and seeking for honors there,
he thought nothing could be more sitly. - (Iear,
hear.) The Chicf Justice Robinson, for instauce,
had done enough to make him remembered
many, many vears afterwards, without the title
of “3Sir” Indeed he might be remembered
longer without the title, which removed him a
step from the people he had come froru, and was
to be remembered by.

Mr. TURCOTTE~You are too tnuch of a
Yankee for me. (Laughter.) ’

Mr. J. B. ROBINSON had merely wished to
ascertain whether any request had been made
by the Government to knight Mr. Smith. [t
had been rumored that he (Mr. Smith) had re-
fused to accept suchan offer. He had notmoved
for an address to the Governor Geuneral; he
mercly asked the question. But as the House
viewed it differontly, he would withdraw bis
motion. : )

Hon. Mr. CAMEROYN presented a petition on
behalf of the Wesleyan Methodist Conference.
That . denomination numbered abont 250,000,
with 450 clergymen ; they had always been
friends of civil and religious liberty; they had
stood up at all times for the rights of all de-
nominations; they had refused to seek or take
any unduec or selfish advantages. Noother body
had so uniformly stood upon -the common
ground of cqual rights, without regard to re-

v

ligious preferences of any kind. They had never
sought for any assistance unless it were for the
good of the whole commuunity; and they did
not do so in the present application. Many hed
supposed they asked for il from Parliament for
a-denominational college at Cobourg; but it
was 8 great mistake ; vo institution was more
deserving of assistance. There was no prayer
in this petition for a grant from the Legis-
lature. They understood the University Act to
have been tramed for the express nurpose of
assisting academical education in the outer dis-
tricts, and for the cducation of the youth of the
Province as near their homes as possible. They
belicved it to be the intention of the Govern-
ment, that the University should not favor any
particular college, but shonld grant degrees to
all who came for examiuation, no matter where
they came from. They were of the opinion that
the funds of the University had been improperly
expended in Toronto for sectional interests. It
was not by magnificent educational palaces, or-
namented with stone imported from France, that
the mass of the people were to be educated.
Those countries most rumarkable for education
were satisfied with plain bnildings.  Toronto
had long had the lions share of everything of
this extravagant kind, and the outer districts
were neplected.  Three or four hundred thous-
and pounds had been laid out, ostensibly to fa-
cilitate cdncntion, but really .to promate the
local and pecuniary interests of Toronto.  The
memorialists therefore submitted that the in-
tentions of the Legislature hiad not been carried
out, and that a splendid and unjust monopoly
had been created. They were in favor of o
University, impartial to all persuasions, and

having power to confer  degrees  in  the
faculties of Art, Law, aund Medicine. Jus-
tice demanded that the several colleges

of the country should be upon the same
footing ; and they asked nothing for Victoria
College. which they did not ask for every other
College in the country. They usked no one for
the support of a theological chair ; when one
was established it would be supported by the
church. Wlhat they asked was that a committee
should be appointed, with power to send for
papers and persons, to examine the University
Act and report whether it has been caried out
in its integrity, and whether the intentions of
the Legistature have not beendeteatedas regards
the approbation of funds for academical educa-
tion throughout the country. He [Mr. Cameron]
thercfore moved that the petition of the Wesley-
an Methodist Conference be referred to & Com-
mittee of nine members, with power to send for
persons and papers, and instructions to report
to this' House from time to time.

Hon. Mr. BROWN said an inquiry into the
management of thie University funds was legiti-
mate enough., But the Hon. mover of the reso-
lution went further, and hinted at the idea of

interfering with the College—of breaking up the

only College in Upper Canada, which was of an
entirely unsectarinn character, and which was
in harmony with the rest of our vducational
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system.
to the hand of spohation being laid upon that
noble institution, which bid fair to be a eredit
and an honor to the country. [t was quite true
that extravagance should be avoided in all things.
But he thought the building devoted to such
purposes as those of University College should
be of a substantial and respectable character.
These not, of conrse, to be a lavish expenditure
in its coustruction. The Hon. gentleman would
recolleet his school-boy days, and he had no
doubt, felt in his more mature years, the delight
of visiting the room wlere he had spent those
days—in secing the very bench on whkich he had
sat—and describing those sensations to others.
Let him, speak then, ofthe pleasure which those
now being educated within those walls would
hereafter derive in revisiting them. He (Mr.
Brown] was really not aware what had been the
cost of the Building, or how the expenditure had
been conducted. le believed, however. that
some great abuses had grown up in respect to
salaries, and it wounld be well to have a Com-
mittee of cuquiry on the subject. At the same
time he hoped it would not go forth to the coun-
try that any Hon. members of that House dreamt
of touching an institution which had really =o
far succeeded " so far well in this & new coun-
try, and which he (Mr. Brown) did not doubt
would succeed to the extent which had bccn an-
ticipated by its founders.

Hon. Atforney General MACDONALD wrced

wish the Hon. member for Toronto, that the w ay’

in which the funds bad been applied was a fair
subject of inquiry. e agreed with him, more-
over, in the opinion that the building at Toronto
was a credit ' not only to ‘Toronto but to the
whole Province, and considering that such a
magnificent structure was devoted to education-
al purposes, he did not think anybody should be
jealous of it.  As whether the money had been
economically expended in the ercction of the
Building he was not able tosay. It was crected
under the advice and direction of the Univer-
sity, and he believed Mr. Langton, who was
Chancellor, took a warm interest in the mat-
ter, and said that the appropriantion by the
Senate was not exceeded. The institution being
open to persons of all religious denominations,
he (the Attorney General] would be sorry to sce
any movement for depriving it of its endowment.
Whether the University had more money than
was wanted by it, or that could be applied to
other cducational purposes, he was not prepared
to say; but, from what he could learn, he had

' no more than whs sufficient to keep up the insti-
tution in a creditable shape. The Hon. gentle-
man had not struck a Committee which he
would like, and he would therefore ask him to
defer the motion until a suitable Committee
could be agreed upon. Such a Committee as

- the Hon. gentleman bad named would only look
at the matter from one point.of view. Besides
it was not a fair one for the Government, there
being only himself as cornected with the Gov-
ernment, and one Ministerial supporter in the
list.

He [Mr. Bromn) would never consent ‘

Hon, Mr. SICOTTE said hehoped whenever the
question of breaking up or destroying the en-
dowment of some Roman Catholic College was
proposed, the Hon. member for Toronto “would *
not forget the sentiments he had expressed in
reference to University College. -

Hon. Mr. CAMERON said he could not under~
stand how the Hon. member for Toronto had
wot hold of the idea that he {Mr. Cameron] pro-
posed to destroy the endowment of the Univer-
sity. Nothing was further from his intention.

The motion was then withdrawn for the pre-
sent.

The House adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Thursday, 15th March, 1860.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
o'clook.
H THE COASTING TRADE.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET presented a Re-
turn to an Address from the House to His Ex-
cellency the Governor General, dated the 8th
inst., for copies of any communications which
have taken place between the Canudian and
Imperial Governments, respecting the rejection
of the Acts of the Canadian Parliament of* last
Session, respecting the Coasting Trade.

ALMA ELECTION.

Hon. Mr, MOORE, from the Select Commit-
tee appointed to try and determine the matter
of the petition complaining of an unduc election
for the ‘Electoral Division of Alma, reported
that the Committee had met their day, and
moved, scconded by the Hon. Mr CRAWI'ORD,
that they have to adjourn until the 28th inst.,
to give time for the translation, into English,
of the evidence and the Report of the Commis-
sioners appointed to hold the euguéte relating
to the said clection. The Report was con-
curreil and the motion granted,

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON presented the first Report
of the Committee, on Printing, recommending
that the quorum of the Commmittee be reduced
to seven. The Report was adopted, and a mo-
tion in accordance therewith carried.

MUNICIPAL DEBENTCURE’S BILL.
The Bill to restrain Municipalities from i3su-
ing Debentures beyond a certain comment was
rea:l a third time and passed.

ABOLITION OF GRAND JURORS IN RE-
CORDER'S COURTS.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, in moving the second
reading of the Bill providing for the abolition
of Grand Jurors in Recorder's Courts, said it re-
ferred exclusively to Upper Canada, and its ob-
ject was to dispense with a Grand Jury in those
Courts, where only petty larcenies, and thé
smaller class of criminal cases, were tried. Re-
corder's Courts existed in Toronto, Hamilton,
Kingston, Ottawa, and London, before cach of
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which not more than nine or ten cases cver
came during a term. It was at present neces-
sary, in addition to the Petit Juries, to have, in
those Courts, a certain number of men taken
from their business, and who were principally
merchants, bankers and shop-keepers, to act as
the Grand Inquest. These gentlemen were called
upon to sit for the preliminary investigation of
offences which were afterwards tried before a
Petit Jury. He admitted that, in general, there
was no safer way of dealing with investigation
of crime than through the ministry of a Grand
Jury, but in cities, such as we had named, when
there were Police Magistrates—either profes-
sional men, or men of great experience—who
had already made an enquiry into the case sub-
mitted to the Grand Jury, he did not see thene-
cessity for that body. The Police Magistrates
were quite competent to dispose of the inquiry,
in the first instance, as to whether the accused
should be sent for trial, and, in all cases before
them, not only had the defendant the right,
which he had not before the Grand Jury, to
cross-examine the witnesses, but the evidence
was taken down in writing, the Court was held
with open doors, and the decisions being usual-
ly reported by the Press, were subject to the
criticism of public opinion. The Police Magis-
trates felt the responsibility which attached to
them in conducting a public investigation, and
as there could be no trial before the Recorder’s
Court until they had decided that a prime facie
case was made out, there was surely no need for
a second prehmmar) inquiry before the Grand
Jury, a body whose proceedings were kept
secret, and which was not controlled by the
same influences as the Police Magistrates in
cities. Such second preliminary investigation,
not merely caused a great waste of time, but
often was attended with dangerous conse-
quences, such as the absence of some of the
witnesses who appeared before the Magistrate,
and proved an obstacloe to, instead of assisting
the right of administration of justice. He found
that in England a proposition to abolish Grand
Juries in the Metropolitan districts, where there
are Police Magistrates, has been before the
House of Commons, and has received the sanc-
tion of a Special Committee, and that both in
that House and the House of Lords, a Bill, simi-
lar in principle to this one, had beenmtroduced

Lord- Chelmsford was theframerof the measure,
and it had passed a ‘second reading in the Up-
per House, with the approval of all the eminent
legal men who had seats there. The Bill of
which he spoke confined the abolition of Grand
Juries to metropohtan dxstncts, and we should
do more to apply it to our cities where there
were Police Magistrates. He anticipated that
Grand Juries would ultimately be entirely
abolished both in England and here.

Hon. Col. PRINCE—I hope not.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL thought that when the
day comes that we have Police Magistrates
throughout the country, Grand Juries will no
longer be needed. He had some experience as
to their utility in Recorder’s Courts, and con-

sidered them of no use, for they almost inva-
rmbly followed the decisions of the Police Ma-
gistrates ; they were in the way of justice
instead of advancing its interests, and he did
not consider any danger could arise from their
abolition. No doubt the Grand Jury was of
some importance in cases where the offence was
serious, or the prosecution was carried on by
the State, but it should be recollected that

.Grand Juries did not now fill the position which

they once did. At any rate the Police Magis-
trate might very safely be trusted with the pre-
liminary investigation of cases which came be-
fore the Recorder's Courts. The five Cities in
which those Courts existed in Upper Canada,
each furnished every Session a panel of 23
Grand Jurors, so that upwards of 100 men were
taken from their usual avocations for the space
of six days, to make a formal inquiry into what
bad already undergone investigation, and for
whose findings and presentments the Petit
Jurors were obliged to wait, occasioning a great
waste of time both to them, the Court, and its
officers.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET approved of the
Bill now before the House. The object of the

.Grand Inquest was to depri\‘e malicious per-

sons of the power, by means of an ignorant
Magistrate, (and he was sorry to say there were
many such in this country) of dragging an inno- .
cent man before a public Court for trial, and
charging him with anoffence which would bring
disgracc on himself and family. It was supposed
that the Grand Jury, composed of the most
respectable, influential and wealthy men in the
country, would be an effectual protection to
innocence, and yet would be above screen-
ing crime, no matter by whom committed.
In cities, however, where there were Police
Magistrates who conducted the preliminary en-
quiry openly, and before whom the parties had
advantages which they had notbefore the Grand
Jury. He did not see that that body was re-
quired, either as a safeguard or otherwise. He
thought the Hon. gentleman (Hon. Mr. Camp-
bell) entitled to credit for bringing before the
House a measure, which would tend to reduce
the expenses of the administration of JllSﬁCO,
and had the merit of being simple in its lan-
guage, and yet quite adequate to carry out the
object contemplated.

Hon. Colonel PRINCE said the country was
certainly indebted to the Hon. gentleman for
introducing this Bill. The Police Magistrates
were generally competent to dlscharge all the
duties now allgted to the Grand Jury, and he
instanced Mr. Gurnett, the Police Magistrate of
Toronto, whose opiniou Was so sound, and who
was so discreet in his conduct, that no man
could be found more fit to send 2 case to be
tried before a Petit Jury. The abolition of
Grand Juries in Recorders’ Courts, would effect
a great saving both in time and trouble. He
(Hon. Colonel Prince) differed in opinion from
the Hon. gentleman, (Hon. Mr. Campbell,) who
had expressed a hope that Grand Juries might
be one day done away with altogether. God
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forbid that they should! They had existed from
time immemorial, and were thé only true bul-
wark hetween the Crown and the subject. In
the course of a practice of 38 years at the
Bar, how often had he not seen this great
iegis thrown around an innocent man, shiclding
bim from theefforts of a malicious prosecutor,—
now many had he not scen, whose character
was saved by the bills against them being ig-
nored by :he Grand Jury ? It was all very well
. i0 say that aman bhad been acquitted by the
Petit Jury, but innine cases out of ten, a stigma
remained afier that acquittal, and the finger of
scorn was pointed at the unfortunate accused.
There were few cases, indeed, in which a man
recovered from the stigma attaching to a public
trisl.  The Grand Jury, in all cascs, gave their
decisions, or should give them, free from
‘“malice, hatred, and all uncharitableness,” and
np man, he thought, was disgraced by having a
bill predented against him which was ignored.
The Grand Inquest was not now what it once
wag,—cowmposed of men, (in the words of that
areat commentutor, Blackstone,) ¢ of the first
figure in tho country.” In England it was not
& number of dirty acres,—or pounds, shillings,
and pence, in the Funds, which qualified a man
o be a Grand Juror in those days; nor wasthe
man' of the first figure, one of these dandies
dressed up like dancing masters. No, it was
one who was bred up to the principles of honour
—a real gentleman, whom it would be as diffi-
cult to make swerve from the path of rectitude,
ag it would be to turn the sun from its course.
Our Grand Juries now, were not composed of
* such men as Blackstone spoke of, and too often
it was seen that they.like Municipal institutions,
did not accomplish in this country, all the good
for which they were originally established.

The Bill was then read asccond time, and, on
motion of the Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, referred to
a Select Committee, consisting of the Hon.
Messrs. . Vankoughnet, Prince, Allan, and the
mover. -

CHALLENGING OF JURORS.

Houn. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second read-
ing of the Bill, respecting the challenging of
Jurors in certain cases. The Hon. gentleman
oxplained that the object of the Bill was to pre-
vent the abuse of the right of challenging Jurors,
enjoyed by every defendant in a case of felony.
Such defendant having a right to challenge 20
Jurora peremptorily,out of a panel of 48, had vir-
tually the selection of those who were to try him,
and could exclude any jurors whom he consider-
ed likely to give a fair and honest verdict. The
Crown had had its right of peremptory challenge
taken away by Statute, and, according to modern
practice, was obliged to show cause for chal-
Ienging a juror; Crown Counsels, in fact, were
in the habit of dealing liberally and leniently
with jurors, and were never or rarely seen chal-
lenging. But with the prisoner it was different;
at every trial for riot—in every case of an acri-
monious character, the right was exercised, and
frequently used to the great contempt of justice.

Whetber the House would go the full length of
the Bill as printed, or allow two jurors to be
challenged peremptorily, as was the casein civil
suits, in Upper Canada, would be a matter for
consideration, and if referred to a Committee,
it might be seen which was more desirable to
adopt. The Bill simply took away from the de-
fendant the right of challenging peremptorily,
but he would retain his right to challenge for
cause. It was called for by the fact that men
were often scen acquitted, who ought to have
been found guilty, and there appeared to be no
remedy for such an.evil, unless by depriving
the prisoner of a right which was always
abused.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET had only scen the
Bill to-day, and, at first sight, was not prepared
to give it his unqualified approbation. There
was no doubt that, in cases where political or
local feeling was excited, the right of peremp-
tory challenge was exercised to such an extent,
ag to enable the accused to select as his Jury,
men too zealous to give a verdict in his favour.
He (Hon. Mr. Vunkoughnet) did not object to
the second reading of the Bill, but he thought it
desirable its further consideration should be
deferred, until the opinions of Counsel aand
Judges, engaged in the trial of criminal cases,
were had on thesubject. He would vote for the
sccond reading, on the understanding that suf-
ficient time should be given, after the Bill went
to Committee, to obtain those opinions.

Hon. Colouel PRINCE thought the Commis-
sioner of Crown Lands was quite right in de-
siring to have the opinions of the Judiciary and
the Bar, on this question. It was by tinkering
our laws, (to use a vulgar expression,) that they
required to be re-tinkered so often. Formerly,
in the tinie of Blackstone, it was only in capital
cages that the right of peremptorily challengiug
jurors existed,—now, it an old woman lost her
goose, and 2 man was tried for steuling it, he
could challenge 20 jurors without assigning
cause. The present Bill only restored the old
law, on the subject, and proved that modern leg-
islation was not an improvement ; it placed the
right of challengein its old and proper position.
No one was more anxious to atford the accused
every possible chance of escape, and, if' con-

croned, to see him condemned according to the
hichest law. This feeling was similar to that
which actuated the late Chief' Justice Tindall,
in advising Mr: Phillips to address the jury in
Courvoissier’s case, after the prisoner had admit-
ted his guilt. But the law was not now so se-
vere as formerly, and there was no reason why
the prisoner should have, in cases where the
penalty was not death,—in small cases, such a3
perjury,—the right of peremptorily challenging
so many as twenty jurors. He would support
the Bill. . :

The-: Bill was then read a second time, and re-
ferred to 2 Select Committee, consisting of the
Hon. Messrs. Vankoughnet, Prince, Allan and
Campbell.

The House adjourned.
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Thursdoy, Murch 15¢k, 1860.
The SPEAKER took the chair at three o’clock.

BILLS INTRODUCED AND READ THE
FIRST TIME.

Biru to incorporate the College of Three Rivers.
—Mr. Turcotte.

BiLL to legalize certain proceedings of inspec-
tors of ditches and fences.—Mr. Bourassa.

BiLt to divide the Township of Windsor, in the
County of Richmond, into two distinct Munici-
cipalities, one to be called the Township of
Windsor, aud the other the Township of St.
Georgo de Windsor.—Mr. #ebb.

BiLL to diminish the number of licenses, for the
sale of intoxicating liquors by retail.—Mr, Simp-
son. .

BinL to legalize certain articles of Notary
Clerks.—Mr. MeGill,

BiLu to amend the Municipal law of Gpper Ca-
nada, Consolidated Statutes, chap. 54.—Mr. 4.
P. Macdonald

B to amend the act to incorporate the Brock-
ville and Ottawa Railway Company.--Mr.
Bell. )

Biui to amend the act to incorporate the vil-
lage of New Hamburg.—Mr. Wm. Seott

LOSS OF STEAMERS—ENQUIRY.

Mr. Dunbar ROSS moved that a committee ba
appointed to enquire into the causes of disasters
to Steamships sailing to Canada, and ports ad-
jacent, and to report to this House such meas-
ures as may be deemed advisable and practic-
able for the prevention of such accidents in fu-
ture, and the punishment of the guilty parties.
He named the following gentlemen for this com-
mittee : Messrs Dorion, Morgison, Ferres, Lo-
ranger, Beaubien, Morin, Lemicuz, Seymour, MeGet,
Rose, I. Starnes, and the Atty. General West.—
Carried.

ESTABLISUING THE RATE OF INTEREST.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON, in moving for the sec-
ond readingofhis bill, fixing the maximum rate
of interest, said he would not repeatthe argu-
ments -that had.been brought forward on the
same subjeet on a recent occasion. He simply
wished to explain the nature of the bill. Tt was
intended to establish the rate of interest as low
as possible. He would name six per cent. sub-
ject, however, to the approval of the House. He
wished every member to be satisfied with the
rate fixed, and would, thercfore, leave itin 2
great measure to the House to name the rate.
In the second clanse of the bill it was proposed
to lot the banks remain asthey are at present,
unless a majority of the House thought other-
wise. The third clause of the bill, provided
that those who, eithet- directly or indirectly,
were guilty of taking- higher interest for their
money, than the rate fixed, should forfeit the
principle and-the interest. He thought that
would be a sufficient punishment, though the
old 1aw required three times the amount of the

principle for the same offence. He was anxious
to have all who favoured the bill, to vote for it,
and all who opposéd it to vote against it ;he hoped
the question would not be avoided. He wished
& plain vote upon the principle ‘involved. Last
year, opportunity was not given for bringing
the subject fairly before the House, or the coun--
try. He hoped that would not be the case this
Scssion. He moved for the second reading of
the bill

Mr. DUFRESNE moved the previous ques-
tion. .
Hon. Mr. CAUCHON hoped the Hon. gentle-
man would not play with so serious a question,
but allow the House a chance of voting for or
against the. principle of his bill, in which
hundreds, aye, hundreds of thousands of people
took a deep interest, and for which very many
petitions had been sent in from Lower Canada,
and from Upper Canada, too.

Mr. DUFRESNE would take full responsibil-
ity of his course. He thought it was not right
to agitate the country about a question which
had only becn decided two years ago. He had
voted against the change in the law then, not
because he had been opposed to the principle
of free trade in money, on whié¢hall economists
were agreed, butbecause it was intended to bring
it into force immediately on its passage, to which
he was opposed. He would now ask the atten-
tion of the House to this point, the question had
been decided, two years ago, extensive commer-
cial operations had been entered into on the
strength of the law as it stood; which would be
thrown into confusion, if you destroyed its
basis. Again, there were tens of thousands of
people. who had borrowed money at 8 or 9 per
cent. who would have to repay it to-morrow, if
this law were passed, since capitalists would
say,—* Repay as our money, we cannot get more
than 6 per cent, from you, we will speculate with
it ourselves, or buy bank stock which pays us
8 and 10 per cent.” He mightadd that the repeal
of the Usury law, in 1858, had not made money
tight in Lower Canada. It could be had in
his neighbourhood among the kabitanis at6, and
from capitalists for extensive operations, on
good security, at 8 or 10.

Hon. Mr. SICOTTEE raised a point of order:
Could the previousquestion be putas an amend-
ment to the second reading.

Mr. SPEAKER said it was very unusual, but
it was in order. He quoted an English prece-
dent in favour of his decision. -

Mr. TURCOTTE, Hon. Mr. DORION, and

‘others asked that Mr. Dufresne’s motion should

be withdrawn.

Mr. DUFRESNE withdrew his motion accord-
ingly, in conformity with the general desire.

Hon. Mr. BROWN was opposed  to the pro-
posed measure altogether. There was no doubt
but that it was a most injudicious measnare.
Tts principle was bad, but its promoters, to
carry it out to its legitimate extent, did not go
far enough. For instance, notes of hand were
articles of merchandize, and could be disposed
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of for any amount, and yet the Bill did not
touch them. It was true that more than the
legal rate of interest,—that is supposing the pro-
posed measure passed,—would not be taken ; but
- what was not done directly would be done in-
directly. Take the case of mortgages for in-
stance. Money at the proposed rate of interest
could not be borrowed on them, but the
money must be had at all events, and, con-
sequently, there would be no cnd of what was
called * shaving” to bring the interest up in a
round about manner, to what the tender con-
sidered a just value forit. One consequence of
the system was, that the poor man had not only
to pay interest on his money but insurance also.
But there was algo another view to be taken of
the question. Ifthe proposed measure became
law, it would drive all the capital out of the
country. Nearly all, or at least a great portion
of the capital in the country was foreign, and
the moment it was known that the legislature
had made it an offence, enteiling imprisonment,
to take more then eight per cent., that moment
all this foreign capital would be withdrawn.
It was said, in support of the measure, that the
poor man could not afford to pay a high rate of
interest for his mdney, but it was well known
that when money could be borrowed freely at
ten per cent., on real estate, that, in hundreds of
instances, farmers were glad to avail themselves
of the rate and borrow moncy that was the
means of saving them fromm immediate ruin.
The effect of the law of 1853, which préceded
the abolishing of the Usury Laws, was to intro-
duce's great deal of capital into the country.
Money was continually being sent out Lere
for investment ; and he felt sure that if the pre-
sent law was allowed to stand asit was for some
time longer, thatlit would have the effect of
greatly reducing the rate of interest—a conse-
quence that must follow from an increase of
capital in the country. Again lie would repeat
his conviction that one of the first effects of the
Hon. gentleman’s Bill would be to drive awny
all the capital from the country. No soomer
would -it become law than the -capital
would be withdrawn and investment sought
elsewhere on more cquitable and natural prin-
ciples. There was another point to which he
would refer, and that was, that most of the
transactions which bad aroused the greatest
feeling in the country against & high rate of in-
terest,were mainly owing to the want of & good
Bankrupt Law. There could be no doubt of
this, and Hon. gentlemen on the Treasury
Benches should particularly notice the fact.
The large creditor would come down upon the
small debtor and,by threatening immediate exe-
cution, compel them to pay up at once the
amount they were indebted to them. This the
poor debtors could not do without borrowing
money at an almost ruinous rate of interest, to
which course he was accordingly driven. If a
Bankrupt Law was in force such a state of
things could not exist, For, then, the poor debtor
could plainly state the position in which he
stood, and demand time to meet his engage-

meats, and this, the majority of the creditors——
even if the rest were unwilling to do so—could
give him. There was, no doubt, that, if this
proposed measure was passed, its object would
be defeated; and it was far better for the
law to do a thing directly, than to drive the
community to do it indirectly. It was far bet-
ter that the people in England should know
precisely what they were to expect, and what
inducements there were for them to come over
here, and invest their money, than that a law
should be passed, which would be sure to be in-
vaded, and which would exercise an injurious
influence on the interests of the country. The
manner in which the proposed law would work,
could be judged very well, from the mode of
operation adopted in institutions which were
restrained from taking more than g stated rate
of interést. The Banks for instance. What
Hon. gentleman ever borrowed money from a
Bank at six per cent. per annum? It could not
be done. The Hon. gentleman again pressed
upon the House, the rejection of the Bill, and
sat down. .

Hon.Mr. THIBAUDEAU moved in amendment,
that the Bill be not now read a second time, but
that it be resolved that the rate of interest shall
be fixed at G per cent. He did not, however,
wish to defeat the Bill, but to determine the rate
of interest, so that it might be incorporated in
it, and, if necessary, he would be willing to
modify his motion in any way which would en-
sure the accomplishment of that object.

The SPEAKER explained that the amend-
ment would have the effect of postponing the .
Bill. :

Hon. Mr. THIBAUDEAU—Then I will with-
draw the motion,

Hon. Mr. FOLEY—The argaments of the Hon.
member for Toronto were not distinguished by
his usual logic. In the first place, his criticism
of the Bill was unworthy of him, for what did
the words “to fix the price of money” mean, but
to establish & legal rate of interest.” He then
maintained that if the law were passed, it would
be of no value, for that it would be evaded.

Well, if that argament was good against a usury

law, it was equally good against any other law,

‘intended to repress offences injurious to society.

For instance, apply the argument to the law
against smuggling, and would it be held that,
because the revenue laws were evaded by illicit
traders, that, therefore, they should beabolished ?
Those laws, as it was known, were transgressed
every day, and the disposition to evade them
was, perhaps, even greater than to break those
against usury. Give such a principle a general
application, and you may as well abolish all
laws at once, for there would always be found
men ready to offend. Then the Hon. member
alleged that the passage of the Bill would have
the effect of driving away a great deal of capital
from the country. This he was not prepared to
admit. There was no lack of capital before the
repeal of the Usury laws, and, indeed, while he
had no disposition to question the soundness of
the Canadian Banks, he yet thought that they
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were, if possible, in a healthier condition then,
than now. Capital, in those times, was fully as
gbundant as at this day, if not more so, and, in-
deed, he believed a fixed rate of interest had
operated exactly the reverse of what the dlon.
member predicted would be the case, for all the
money that was wanted could be réadily pro-
cured. But let the Hon. member be taken on
his own ground, viz.: thatthe law will be
evaded, and, if so, where was the harm of pnss-
ing it? With one breath the Hon. member said
that the law wounld lead to the withdrawal of a
great deal of our capital, and with another, that
it would -have no effect dt all. Were these
propositions corvect? He (TFoley) had at one
time becn inclined to vote against the usury
laws, but experience of the tribulation which
“had followed (heir repesal, had led him to change
his opinion. That measure, he was satisfied,
had been of no benefit to the country; it had not
increased our capital, but it had engendered a
most demoralizing traflic, which had been fatal
to & great many borrowers. He would support
the principle of the Bill, . p
Mr. DALY agreed in this matter with the
Hon. member for Toronto, and was satisfied that
the repeal of the Usury Laws bad been of es-
sential benefit to the country, To his certain
knowledge. large sums had been bronght into
. the Province and invested at ten per cent.  Be-
fore then, it was. next to impossible, except for
large mercantile houses or some few cminent
lawyers, to procurc money, but, since, the dif-
ficulties had been in a great measure reproved.
It was no doubt true, thay small sums were
sometimes loancd at as high as twenty per ceut.,
and it often happened that the payment of
such a rate could be done with advantage to the
‘borrower, For instance, to prevent the sale of
his vattle or implements, a farmer might borrow
£50 at twenty per cent., to be repaid when his
harvest came to market. Was henot benefitted ?
In licu of having his property sacrificed by
Sherifi’s sale, he paid a few pounds for & tem-
porary loan; which he was morally sure he

would soon be able to repay, and he knew cases.
He was sure the ma-~

precisely of this nature.
jority of the people of Upper Canada would be
greatly dissatisfied if the law was repealed.
Since the abrogation of the Usury Laws, many
Loan Societies had sprung up, which supplied
money at eight-or nine per cent.,, and Building
Societies at seven per cent., which could not be
said to be exorbitant rates. He was glad to
find the Governimment were not disposed to sup-
port tbe Bill before the House.

Mr. McMICKEN read, from a letter he had
received, showing that mortgages first tuken at
8ix per cent, were renewed at thirty per cent.,
and when not paid, were foreclosed. The let-

ter recommended him to call for areturn of-

foreclosures, when the disastrous effects of the
existing law would be fully seen. It wasan-
swered by the opponents of his Bill, that the
Iaw bad not had a fair trial, and he was willing
that o searching inquiry should be instituted.
He was willing to refer the two Bills to & Com-

mittec of impartial men who would endeavor to
siftout the truth, and if they cawe to the con-
clusion that the present cry was only raised by
the temporary depression of the country, he
would be willing to' withdraw his measure ; but
he was sure they would elicit facts which would
tell o most frightful tale of broken hearts and
ruined homes; of men who had heen obliged to
part with their farms for a mess of pottage, and
to 5o off to other, countries. . They were told
that the passage of this Bill would “drive away
capital aud prevent “capitalists at homd from
sending any Bere, but it was well known that
moncyed men in England did not look for high
rates of interest, but for safety and punctuality
in‘the payment of the .interest when due, and
when this was secured, money could be had at
five per cent.  He knew of agents who got
money from home, with orders not to take more
than eight per cent., But who charged twelve or
fifteen, keeping, of course, the balance. It was
for the House to say whether such sharks shéuld
be allowed to prey upon the country. Then it

awas said the banks could not loan money under

cight or nine per cent., for, that their manage-
ment cost two and a-half per.cent. Well, in
old times they charged six, paid dividends of
cight and large bonusses, and why should they
not be able to do so now? The depression of
the country was also plpaded, and it was de-
nressed ; but was it in times of. depression that
o law legaliging enormous usury, should be en-
forced? | He had not before referred to the ar-
guments supplied in a book of some authority—
the Bible—but he would now,say, that it folly
treated on the subject and -strictly prohibited
tlic loan of money at usurious rates, and surely
the great Lawgiver would not beignored by this
House. The Hou. gentleman concluded by
reading an - extract, showing the evil ecffects
which had resulted from a temporary repeal of
the Usury Laws in the United States.

- Mr. WALLBRIDGE said, there could be no
question but that the rate of interest oughi to be
regulated by the average rate of the profit of
business in the country. It had been argued in
favor of an unlimited rate of interest that, if
people could not borrow at a high rate from the
monicd people and institutions, they would have
to resort to brokers who would charge them
double and treble the amount they would other-
wise have to pay, becnuse the brokers would
bave to take a circuitous way of granting the
loan in order to evade the Iaw. This argument
would not, however, bear the test of facts.  Be-
fore the Usury Laws were repealed in this
country, money ¢ould be had in abundance at
the Banks ot six per cent. (Hear, hear.) Now,
ou the same paper—paper equally good—the
Banks would chbarge nine and ten per cent.
But the evil of the present system did not rest
here. In our cities and towns they found no
buildings going on now as formerly, because
people could get more for their money by lend-
ing it out at interest. The consequence was,
that mechanics and others were debarred of one
great source of employment. Then, the same
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evil effect wa3 observable in the agricultural
districts.  Farmers, instead of invesling the
surplus money arising from the sale of their
cattle and crops, sought to invest it on mort-
gage at a high rate of interest, rather than in
improving their farms and increasing the quan-
tity of their products. e (Mr. Wallbridge) had
taken great pring to inform himself on the sub-
jeet, and bie had found that all the books which
spoke of interest on money were agreed in say-
ing, that an unlimited rate should only be al-
lowed in countries that bad arrived to an ad-
vanced state.  No-one would venture to say that
Canada had arrived at that state.

Hon. Mr. CAYLEY said that the arguments
of the Hon. gentleman, amounted to this: that
it was only in countries which were in an ad-
vanced state or stage, that the rate of iuterest
should be unlimited. . What was understood by
an advanced stage? He believed the farmers of
this country were even more intelligent than the
same class in the old country.

Mr. WALBRIDGE said the farmers in the old
country were not the money borrowers.

Hon. Mr. CAYLEY <aid the manager of the
Union Bank of England, was anthorisei! to make
advances to farmers to a certain extent, and
though it wascalled an accommodation, yet con-
siderable sumswere thus borrowed.  One gentle-
man had said the establishment of hranches of
Banks wasan evilto the country. Now, the great
claim put forward a few years ago, was for the es-
tablishmeat of these branches of the older Bunks,
to afford greater facilities in obtaining dizcount.
(Hear, hear.) The Union Bank of Scotland bad
ninety branches.  In a country liké tiis, money
was a commodity, and the price of it should not
be fixed. Long ago an attempt was made to
fix the price of bread—but that was a failure.
1t did not reduce the rate of wheat or flour,
though it robbed the haker's shops. Al admit-
ted that 2 business could not long prosper if the
capital were borrowed at 15 or 20 per cent, but
to deprive the community of the right, in cases
of nceesssity, to borrow at high rates, was quite
another thing. Men should not be compelled to
borrow at, say, six per cent; a man might be
able to save his farm by borrowing at 30 per.
cent. Butmen would rather sell their farins at
.o loss of 10 per cent. It the English capitalists
expected 5 or 6 per cent, where they could draw
it periodically and safely, we should not expect
money at the sawme rate, three thousand miles
away. Ifthere was one radical defectin this
country, it was want of punctuality, and the
only way to get English capitalists to overlook
this, was towaffer them a high rate of interest. It
was not only in borrowing mdney that men paid
a high interest. Look at the farmer who bor-
rowed his sced wheat. Did he not often pay
back two bushels for one? That was paying a
hundred per cent, yet, because it was notin
money nothing was said about it. This Bill had
not had a fair trial; the last two years bad been
years of uncommon depression, owing to specu-
1ations, failure of crops, and other causes. Wa.nt

of money had«been general; one of the largest
capitalists of Upper Cnnuda had had his nots
shaved in Toronto at 15 per cent discount,
There had been no proof of the ill-working of
the Repeal Bill, and it would be wise to test ita
little further, before defeating their own ohject
in previous legislation,

Mr. SIMPSON did not think the Hon. gentle.
maun, who last addressed the House, had brought
any arguments agninst the sccond reading of the
Bill. If one of the richest men in Upper Canada
had borrowed at 15 per cent, and it farmers
borrowed at 100 per cent., it was certainly
the duty of this Ltghluturc to put a stop to
such proceedings. The effect of the changes in
the Usury Laws, had been to convert our Banks
into shaving shops. (Cries of shame.) The
price of real estate had been considerably re-
duced from the same cause, and the enterprise
of thie country had been damped. The Bill of
the Hon. member for Toronto, in 1853, had pro-
duced these results, and the people were resolved
to stand it no longer. Before that Bill of ’53,
there had been no difficulty in obtaining money
ut six per cent.  He was of opinion that the Bill
bad been tried long enough; he contended that
the present system had been tried seven years in
Upper Canada, and its effect had been more in-
jurious than all the Legislative errors of the last
ten years,
~ Mr. WEBB wondered ‘at the want of unani-
mity on this subject, exhibited by Upper Cana-
dian representatives. He, a Lower Canadian,
contended that the repeal of tbe Usury laws
had been beneficial.  However, he thought a bill
might be introduced, to allow six per cent. to be
thelegal rate of interest, and to allow 10 per cent,,
on Special contracts, to be collected in our courts,
which would meet the views of all parties.

Mr. BOURASSA thought the laws of the -Ses-
sion before last, had done more damage in Lower
Canada. than could be easily remedied. Every
year, since 1853. multitudes of petitions had
poured in from Lower Canada, fora law against
Usury. Instead of that, alaw had been en-
acted in 1858, which legalized it still further!
In Upper (,mmdn too, Pablic opinion was fixed.
He had himself presenlcd numerous petitions
from that partof the Province. And, if petitions
were needed, to induce legislation, thousands
would bLe sent'in from all parts of the country.

Mr. A. P. MACDONALD knew that in many
instances a man’s having borrowed at 10 per
cent, had saved him from selling his farm. And
as for the Banks, which were very liberal “when
times were good, they closed theirfdoors when
times were dull—Usury laws or.not. The truc
remedy for the distress prevalent in Upper Ca-
nada, was to give the people a Homestead law.
Let them have their farms.

Hon, Mr. CAUCHON—And 2 house.

Mr. A, P. MACDONALD-—~And a house and
lot. That was the true remedy.

Mr. MACBETH had quite changed hig views
on this subject, since the law passed, two years
ago, through watching its operations among the
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people; and the distress that wasuniversally prev-
alent; owing toit. The farmer borrowed money
poney on mortgage at 25 per cent. and could not
py the retailer.  The wholesale merchant,
charged the retailer 14 per cent. for his balances.
Theretailer put the same rate on accounts, due by
his customers. This state of things could not
coon. Asfar as his vote would go, he would
prevent it. (Hear) Asfor capital being brought
in from the old country, he would say, “rather
than have it at ten per cent.,do not take it at all "
(Hear.) If the whole of it had to be paid back,
every eight or ten years, and then paid back
over and over again, he said the country could
not sfford it. (Hear) Look at the advertise-
ments in the Upper Canada newspapers, and
they would find Barrister this and Barrister
that, who was unable to earna living in hisown
business, turning moncy broker, standing be-
tween the lender and the borrower. (Hear.)
Understanding  the operations of the Court of
Chancery, these men turned the farmer out of
his property before he knew it. (Hear.) He (Mr,
Macbeth) bad watched the operation of the ex-
isting system in his own coustituency, in the
County of Middlesex,and in the town of London.
He was satisfied that it was wrong, and would
vote for a bill to fix a maximum rate ofinterest.
(Hear.): ~ ’

Mr. JOIN CAMERON argued that any
change would injure the country at large, and
that the Legislature would stultify iteelf by al-
tering the Act of two Secssions since. He did
not like to sce any individual-—-much less an
Assembly-—abandoning hastily the views he had
previously held. Money, he believed, wasworth
it3 value, and, if we did borrow it from the
Mother Country. we made our own by doing so.
The distress that was prevalent had arisen from
our comnercial position, not from the recent
change in the Usury Laws.

Mr. WILSON thought money ivas more plen-

tiful, and interest lower than it had been for,

years past---relatively, that was. Hec strongly
oppused any change in the existing law.

Hon. Mr. SHERWOOD belicved that money
was like all other commodities : that its price
depended upon supply and demand, and he did
not think its price could be diminished by erect-
ing barriers to prevent its influx.  As far a3 his
experience went, there had been extortioners in
Lower Canada before the latest law, as well as
now. There had hardly been time, yet, to al-
low of money from Europe, coming in. Give a
little morc time, and cne or two good harvests,
‘and the agitation against the present law would
cease,

Mr. ROBINSON said hardly any of the mem-
bers who had spoken againat the existing law
had brought in any petitions in favor of'a change.
The foundation of the existing agitation was,
therefore, built on a very poor basis. One great
source of distress was that the banks were unwil-
linz to lend to farmers, or small dealers, but
busied themselves in getting the accounts of rail-
roads and large commercial institutions. English
capitalists had found that they could not invest

safely at eight per cent., for any length of time;
therefore, they would not invest in this country.
As for the farmers, they fleeced themselves at
the rate of 20 or 30 per cent. (llcar, hear.) He
should vote against this bill, beeanse he knew
from experience that a large amount of capital
had come into the country that would have
never come but for the repeal of the law on
Usury. Farmers bad come into Toronto lately
who could not borrow mouey in their own local-
ities for less than 20 per cent, and in Toronto
they could borrow for seven per cent. (Hear,
hear.) Now, that was owing to the law of last
year, which had brought capital into the coun-
try. By repealing the bill of last year we should
fall back into the old state of things, which
none who viewed the matter-in & proper light
would think desirable. These sudden changes
in our monetary institutions were in themselves
of a dangerous tendency. He should therefore
vote against the bill,

Mr. RYMAL supported the Bill, because of
its principle.

Mr. LEBOUTILLIER opposed the present law
and hoped it would be repealed.

Mr. DRUMMOND was glad that he had ar-
rived in time to record his vote azainst this Bill.
He had never chanyed his mind on the subject
of the Usury Laws. Their continuance, he al-
ways thought, caleulated to keep up the high
rate of interest—annd he said this in view of the
facts which had come to his own knowledge of
farmers paying twenty and thiriy per cent.
since the repeal of tlie Usury Laws., This was
an enormous per centage to pay for money.
But, if the mouney lender could not have got it
directly, he would bave got it indirectly. Money
was never more easily a:tainable than since the
passing of the present law. In the part of the
country where he came from, it could be bad
any day for cight per—cent. on good security.
Stability in legislatign—especial'y -in money
matters, he thought of” more importance than
perfection.  The fact that we had abol'shed the
Usury Laws, had already been published in
England, und it had induced capitalists to come
out here and invest their moncy. Perhaps the
country had commit'ed a mistake in abolishing
those Usury Laws——bu, at all even s, they were
abolished, and it would have & most disastrous
effeet uwpon the interest of the Province, if' the
uews were to go home that the policy of the
Province had been changed, and tlie 1ate of in-
terest reduced by Act of Parlianent: more
especia'ly as the present law had not had a fair
trial. He hoped that the House woul ! show the
wo 1d that there was stability in Canadian Le-
gislaticn,

Hon. Mr. LEMIEGYX: sail that if there had
been one law wh ch injured the co. n'ry more
than another, it was that one which had done
away with the penatries againzt Usiry.  Expe-
ricace ought to ma e even theorigts onen their
eyes. Ithad bren sa’d that thousards of pounds
had been len’ out in Toronto un ler the new
law. Ti-at mirhthave done some ¢eof) but how
much had not been done by lend ng out money,
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at the same time, in the same place, at a much
higher rate? He could mention a number of
cases in which people had heen ruined through
the operntion of the,miserable law which had
bean In extstence tor ahout cighteen months.
Tt wes 3aid there had been usurers before, who
imposed their own conditions on the borrower.
This was ditlicult to do, under a stringent law,
and there were many people who were consci-
entious enough not to outrage the law, al-
though a few would not hesitate to-do so. He
protested against the comparison of money
with ordinary merchandize. And the proper
way to induce a flow of money hither was, to
legislate so as to make the security of the lend-
er certain.  Then we should have money at 5
per cent., while now it was much higher.

Ion. Mr. SICOTTE thought that nobody
woul:l wish to bring us back to the time
when it was considered a crime to take
interest on money at all.  Yet the same
outcry, he thought, was raised when that
state of things was altered as when the
Bills of 1853 and 1838 were introduced.
Usury Laws were, he thought, opposed to the
spirit of the age. Both partics seemed to have
a common view, that it was well to have the
rate of interest as'low as possible. They, how-
ever, sought to accomplish their ends by different
means.  Legal restrictions bad always failed.
How was it that, in New York, where the legal
rate was fixed. it raised in the market and was
often above the legal rate 7 Why should not
the owner of money, which was the fruit of his
labor, be at liberty to dispose of it at the same
rate as thelabouritself, e placed a price upon
his labor, and if those who wanted it did not
like to give him what he asked, they were at
liberty to decline it, as well as he todecline
working at the price they offered.  For his part,
he had never attributed to the law of 1853 or
to that of 1858, the calamitics 5o eloquently
depicted, and he did not helieve any such
troubles had followed, but that things were
pretty much now as they were before. The of-
fect of Usury Laws was to withdraw capital
from circulation. and another evil of them was
that it led the moneyless men to reeard the rich
with an evil eye. The circulation of money had
always resulted in the extension of liberty and
the improvement of the general contlition of so-
ciety. Again where the severest Usury Laws
prevailed the poor were always poor and they
always succumbed to the wealthy.

Major CAMPBELL had from the first regarded
the repeal of the Usury Law as an experiment,
and as such was in favor of giving it a more
thorough trial thas it had yet been allowed.
The peculiar circumstances of the Iast two years
had pecessarily interfered with the experiment
and rendered it impossible to judge how it
would work in times of ordinary prosperity.
One great error in our country was want of
stability in the laws. (Hear hear). Ifcapitalists

heard of another change. in.our -monetary” Iawg
within so short atime, it would have a prejudicial
effect on the interests of the country. There
had been no proof that the law had been unsuc-
cessful in its operation ;if there were such proof,
he should vote for the repeal of the bill. Bat
he had seen nothing of its ill effects ; indeed, in
hiis own locality, the effect had been rather fa-
vourable than otherwise. There was no great
difference in the general rate of interestin mogt
cases ; but there were some parties loaning their
money at from 8 to 12 per cent. who, under the
old law, would not loan their money in that
neighbourhood at all, because they could get
only six per cent. for it. (Hear, hear.) Many had
gone to the Trust and Loan Conmipany and bor-
rowed at 8 per cent.  No bad effects of the re-
peal had yet been perceptible, and he should
therefore vote against the present bill,

Hon. Attorney-General CARTIER said he did
not intend to discuss this measure. When the
Bill of the Hon. member for Welland was before
the House the other night, he had made known
the views of the Government, to the effect that
they did not think that thelaw, asit was, should
be disturbed, that the law of 1857 was nothing
more- than the completion of the law of 1853 ;
and that the- Government did not think that any
such evils had arisen as those instanced Ly the
Hon. member for Montmorenci,or the Hon. mem-
ber for Welland. Buthe would take this oppor-
tunity of sayingthat, on this occasion, the mem-
bers from Upper Canada ought not to lose sight
of the fact that, when the Jaw of 1857 was passed,
the members from Lower Canada were taunted
with desiring to impose their views on this ques-
tion upon Upper Canada. Remembering this,
it would have been well, perbaps, if Hon. mem-
bers from Upper Canada had not, on this ‘occa-
sion, as well as the other day, been so violent in,
the manifestation of their fecling, against the
Legislation of 1857. Certainly they could not
have bheen surprised had'the taunt, he had refer-
réd to, been retorted upon. He (the Attorney-
General) recollected when the law of 1857 was
being passed through its different stages, an
amendment was proposed by a member from
Upper Canada, the eftect of which was, that the
Lower Canadian members onght not to degrade
themselves, so far as not to allow the Usury law
to be repealed, so far as Upper Canada was con-
cerned.  Now he thonght those members from
Upper “Canada who had so suddenly altered
their views, could not complain if any Lower
Canadian members were to-day to turn round
and propose the repeal of the existing law so far
as it was applicable to Upper Canada.- (Hear,
hear.)

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON had heard his Hon.
friend from 3t. Hyacinthe, with some surprise,
for he had said that it was better not to make
laws than to make such laws as would not be
obligatory upon the subject.

{To be Continued.)
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Hon. Mr. SICOTTE had said that he thought
it was unnecessary to make laws which it was
certain before hand would not be observed.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON---Well, there was not
much difference, and he [Mr. Cauchon)held that
all laws passed by the proper authorities were
obligatory, and should be enforced at any cost.
The principle of the bill before the House he re-
garded as good, and it was of no use saying that
it could not be made obligatory, for it should be
and might be made so. When the law now com-
plained of was passed in 1858, he and other
Lower Canadians had offered it all the opposi-
tion in their power, but two-thirds of the Lower
Canada members were absent, and it was passed
in spite of them. It was now said that the law
had done no harm, and, as aproof, an Hon.mem-
ber had argued that in his neighborhood money
could be borrowed at from 8 to 12 per cent, to
which he (Cauchon) wonld reply, that no farmer
could continue to borrow at such prices from the
produce of his ground withont being ultimatcly
ruined. He might put off the evilday but be
would be sure finally to succumb. He would not
prolong his remarks, for the arguments on both
sides had been so often repeated, and were so
well uuderstood, that nothing new could be ad-
vanced, but he would nevertheless repeat that, if
it was useless to legislate against usury, because
there would he usury in spite of it, the argument
was equally good in respect of other offences,
and that an extension of such a principle would
necessarily do away with legislation against all
immoralities.

MAJOR CAMPBELL begged to correct the
Hon. member, who had taken up and placed in a
false lizht some ofhis words. e had sailto be
sure that from 8 to 12 per cent for mouey was
paid in his part of the country, but he had also

said that he did not perceive in this any differ-
ence from the state of things which existed be-
fore the repeal of the Usury Laws, and that on
the whole he rather thought money was easier
obtained than it was formerly. S

Mr. FERGUSSON had seen reason to change
his opinion, since last session, on the Usury
Laws. - Then he had voted for the present
mesasure ; now he voted against it. He would
even go further, and, convinced of the present
evil effects of the Bill, vote for any amendment
which would make the measures of the proposed
Bill more stringent than they were. He ridi-
culed the statement of Hon. gentlemen, that
money could be had for a low rate of interest.
Money lenders would always take their twenty
and thirty per cent.,~by fair means if they could,
if not, by indirect means. If money-lendersdid
lend money at seven or eight per cent., they
took right good carc to increase the interest to
twenty or twenty-five per cent., by means of
bonusses and other means. -

Dr. CONNOR opposcd the proposed Bill—be- .
cause this was the worst possible time to make
any . change in the present law—because the -
present law had not, as yet, a fair trial—and be-
cause it wouldbe most injurious to the interests
of the Province that we should have no fixed
legislation on the subject. It had been stated
by some Hon. gentlemen, that the people de-
manded a change in the present law, but in the
county which he represented, he had not re-
ccived a single remonstrance or notice of dis- -
approbation against it. It was impossible to
judge of the working of the Bill since it was
passed, since there had been very bad times al-
most up to the present; and now that the law
had a chanceto work, it was proposed to repeal
it. He hoped Hon. gentlemen would sustain the
present system and resist the proposed change.

Cul. PLAYFAIR would not deny that much
that was reasonable, had been said upon both
sides, but must express his opinion that a fixed
rateof interest was certainly desirable.

The Hon. FINANCE MINISTER would notallow
the debate to close withoutexpressing his entire
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concurrence in what bad fallen from the Hon.
Attorncy General. He thought it undesirable
that any effort should be made to disturb the
existing law. If'it was calculated, at the time,
to do any good, sufficient sime should be taken
to try it fairly. All the arguments in favour of
anothér change had heen from effect to cause,
and not from cause to effect. Hon. gentlemen
had imputed to the operation of the bill of 1858,
effects which might unquestionably be traced
directly to other causes; chiefly to surmise spec-
ulation, and to the failure of the harvests for
two successive years. Instead of imputing the
high rates of interest paid, to the change in the
law, it should be imputed to the effect of the great
demand for money, and the scarcity of money to
loan. Now, wiien the want of money was produ-
cing evils, was it sensible to shut the door in
the face of the money that was coming in to
remedy thosc evils? (Hear, hear.) If they des-
troyed the prospect of muking large profits. the
money would cease to come—wonld be absolu-
tely excluded. Now it came in, beeause partics
could make their own arrangements, as regards
interest and security for it.  The policy of the
free trade in money, must he tried before it conld
be pronounced upon. The object of the repeal
of 38 was to induve mouey to come here, and
when the couniry had encountered all the tempo-
rary evils, consequentupon the change inthelaw,
and was now heginning to reap the benefit of
the law, he must say it <howed a want of discern-
ment, to contemplate, even fuor a mewment, such
change as that proposed. Itwas surprising to sce
the change that hadcome over the views of many
gentlemen, since that law was passed in '58.
The Hon! gen‘lemen from Welland. and Niagara,
were among the most determined advoeates for
the repeal of the Usery Laws, and now when we
beard them telling us with equal earaestness,
that the laws of Usury ought to be re-enacted,
it might very well be donbted whether they were
safe guides in such matters-—(Héir, hear)—it
might very well be doubted whether the new
-light they had got on the subject, was any
better, or any safer to walk in, than the light
they had gotin the fifty years of their lite before.
He thought they ought not to take a retrogres-
sive step; he had no doubt, the result of & fur-
ther trial, would convince the people that the
law was a good one. Not a single petition had
beeii presented, that he was aware of, praying
for thiz re-cnactment of an old law; certainly,
there had been nothinglike a general expression
to that effect, as there would have been, had all
the evils arisen, which had been alleged. Why,
the table would have been covered with peti-
tions, as it was yesterday with petitions on the
subjeet  of temperauce. There was certainly
no evidence before the House, to warrant them
in a change of thelaw.

Hon. Mr. FOLEY said there was more evis
dence than there was the other day, for the ne-
cessity of the subsidy to the Ocean Stcamers.

Hon. FINANCE MINISTER said there was
so much evidence on that subject, that the Hon.
member did not vote against the subsidy.

(Laughter.) Such a change in the law as was
proposed, would lead people at a distance to
think we bad no fixed views on the subject.
The step taken in repealing the Usury law, was
in harmony with the most advanced views of
political economy. But, if we must fix the rate
of interest, he would be in favor of fixing it very
low at once, nnd if they must interfere between
the borrower and lender, let them do something
for the farmer and put it say at three per cent.
(Laughter.) He hoped the vote on the Bill be-
fore the Honse would show that Upper Canada
at least was unanimously opposed to disturbing
the law, and in favor of allowing it a fair trial
in the assurance that it would prove beneficial
on the simple principle of supply and demand.

Mr. STARNES shewed, that enquiry into
this important subject was absolutely necessary,
and gave notice that he would, at a future day,
move for a Committee of enquiry into it.

The vote stood-—Yeas, 50; Nays, 60.

- YEAs :—-Afikins, . Archambault, Beaubien,
Benjamin, Biggar, Bourassa, Burean, Burwell,
Caron, Cauchon, Chapais, Cimon, Clark, Cook,
Coutleé, Daoust, Desaulniers, Dionne, Dorland,
Dubord, Ferguson, Foley, Fortier, Fournier,
Gaudet, Gill, Gowan, Harcourt, Hébert, Jobin,
Langevin, Laporte, Lemieuy, Loux, Donald A.
Macdonald, McMicken, Munro,.Ouimet, Pauet,
Piché, Playfair, Walker Powell, Dunbar Ross,
Rymal, Simpson, Tassé, Thibaudeau, Turcotte,
Wallbridge, White—350,

Navs :—Abbott, Alleyn, Baby, Bell, Brown,
Burton, John Cuameron, Malcolm Cameron,
Campbell, Carling, Cayley, Attorney General
Cartier, Conunor, Daly, Dorion, Drummond, Du-
fresne, Dunkin, Ferres, Finlayson, Foster, Galt,
Gould, Harwood, Heath. Holmes, Lacoste, La-
frumboise, Le Boutillier, MacLeod, Mc¢Cann, A.
P. McDonald, McDougall, McGee, Meagher, So-
licitor General Morin, Morrison, Mowat, Notman.
Papinean, Patrick, Pope, Robhinson, Roblin,
Rose, James Ross, Richard- W. Septt, William
Svott, Sherwood. Short, Sicotte, Simard. Sincen-
nies, Sydney Smith, Somerviile, Starnes, Stirton,
Webb, Whitney, Wilson.—60. ’

The House then a:ljourned.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Qucber, 16th Werch, 1860,

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at three
o’clock.

GRAND JURORS IN RECORDERS' COURTS.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, from the Select Com-
mittee, to whom was referred the Bill intituled
‘“an Act to abolish the use of Grand Jurors in
Recorder’s Courts in Upper Canada,” reported
the same with one amendment, and the report
having been received, the Bill was read a third
time and passed.
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LIGHT HOUSES IN THE LOWER ST. LAW-
RENCE.

Hon. Mr. MORRIS, seconded by the Hon. Mr.
Moore, moved that an Address be presented to
His Excellency, praying that a copy of a letter,
which on the fourteenth day of Octobher last, was
addressed to the’Honorable the Commissioner of
Public Works by the late Captain Jones, of the
ill-fated steamship Hungarian, regarding the
erection of Beacons and Light Houses in the
Lower St. Lawrence, may be laid before the
House.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET said there could
be no objection to the motion. Letters on the
subject had been received, not only from the late
Captain Jones, but from all the other Masters of
the Canadian Steamships. He called the atten-
tion of the Hon. gentleman (Hon. Mr. Morris) to
the report of Mr. Paige. the Engineer sent by
Government to examine these Light-houses, and
which was appended to the report of the Com-
missionor of Public Works, just issued.

The motion was granted.

IMPERIAL SUBSIDIES T(j OCEAN
STEAMERS.

Hon. Mr. DE BLAQUIERE inquired if the Ex-
ecutive have taken or purpose to take any, and
what further action, with a view to obtain from
the British Parliament or the Imperial Govern-
ment, redress for the injury inflicted upon Can-
ada by the Imperial subsidies to ocean steamers
trading to the United States, and whether.it is
the intention of the Executive to seck any aid to
this object by means of the Canadian Legisla-
ture now assembled.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET replied that, so
soon as information had been received, that a
Committee had been appointed by the House of
Commons to inquire into the subject of subsidies
to ocean steamers, the Government had de-
spatched the Hon. Jobn Ross, Minister of Agri-
culture, to England, to urge the claims of Can-
ada before the Committee. - Anticipating that
he would have to answer numerous inquiries in
Parliament, relative to his recent mission, it wus
thought better not to send the Postmaster-Gen-
eral, and as Mr. Ross had been with him during
the accomplishment of that mission, and was
well acquainted with the subject, the Govern-
ment felt that he could be safely entrusted with
attending to the interests of this Province in the
matter. The absence of & member of the Gov-
ernment, during the Session of Parliament, was,
of course, inconvenient, but the Executive con-
sidered that the sending of & mere subordinate
would not so well show the importance which
Canada attached to thisquestion. The Govern-
ment would be prepared to follow up whatever
steps might be adopted by the Committee, but
ag yet, had done nothing more than despatch
Mr. Ross as a delegate, conceiving the Address
of last Session so strong, that little more could,
at present, be said by the Legislature on the sub-
ject.

. MANAGEMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET moved the third
reading of the Bill respecting the sale and man-
agement of the Public Lands.

Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR called attention and ob-
jected to the 35th clause, allowing the Crown to
sell and appropriate water lots in the harbors,
rivers, and other navigable waters in Upper
Canada. ITe thought the principle of this clause
unsound, und that its effect would be to vest a
number of lots belonging to private individuals
in the Crown. Many parties in Upper Canada
had erected wharves and storchonses on these
water lots, thinking they had the right to do so,
and the Crown, under this clause, could dispose
of such lots, and deprive them of their property.
Unless the Honorable Commissioner of Crown
Lands would consent to withdraw the clause, he
(Hon. Mr. Seymour) would move in amendment,
that the Bill be not now read a third time, but
that it be referred to a Committee with instruc-
tion to strike out the 35th section. .

‘Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET said that if the
Honorable gentleman understood the clause, he
would not move to strike it out, for it was in-
serted in the interest of the very parties whom
that Hon. gentleman (Hon. Mr. Seymour) sup-
posed it would injurious]y affect.  There was
no doubt whatever in Upper Canada, thata
party could erect wharves, &c., on water lots,
the only question was, whether, as regards the
Crown, he could be authorised to do so. Some
doubts had been thrown out as to the power of
the Crown to sell or appropriate water lots, such
as were huilt npon by hundreds in Toronto,
Hamilton, and other Western cities. No doubt
was e\prc>scd as to the right of these persons to
go there, but the question was, whether the
Crown could give them a title to cnable them to
hold their property against all the world. The
Crown never granted these lots to any but the
riparian proprietors, and the doubt sought to be
removed, was that entertained by some as to the
power ot the Government to glve those proprie-
tors the right to build wharves in deep water.
The Crown had no interest in the lots now in
possession of private parties, and this clause was
inserted in the Bill, merely to establish and place
beyond cavil, its rlght to confirm and establish
thege parties in such possession. He believed
the Crown had such right, but there were others
who were not of the same opinion, and hence
the clause. It was only the other day that,
acting upon the opinion he had enunciated as t.o
all water lots on navigable rivers being vested
in the Crown, the Government had granted the
Corporation of Portsmouth permission to erect
a wharf 'in deep water in the harbour. of King-
ston. The clause, as he had remarked, did not
give any additional power to’ the Crown, but
merely enabled them to secure to individuals
those lots which they now held under an uncer-
tain title.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON was of opinion that if the
clange were allowed to pass, proprietors of water
lots would be obliged to come and ask, the Gov-
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ernment for permission to use the same, gnd
(mentioning one case in which $36,000 had bfen
expended in erecting harbors,) he argued that
the greatest hardships and injury would by/the
-consequence of such an enactment. He did not
expect, however, that any great trouble would
be caused so long as the present Commissioner
of Crown Lands lield office, but it was possible
his successor .might not be so considerate, and
the House should protect owners of property
against any contingency. He believed it was
the opinion of some parties, that a proprietor on
the lake shores had a right to the water lots in
front of his land, and he knew a case in which
a gentleman, now a member of the Government,

" had asserted such right in a Court of Justice.
He would second the amendment.

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL did not see that the
Bill could be safely altered. The law has al-
ways been, and still is, as stated in the Bill,
which is merely declaratory on the subject.—
Water lots have been frequently granted by the
Crown, and the greatest evils would ensue, both
with regard to fisheries and otherwise, if the
beach in front of & man's property were to be-
long of right, to him,—the grants made by the
Crown in such case would be void, and the pur-
chaser from the Crown might have a remedy in
damages. There was cvidently no disposition on
the part of the Crown to molest persons now in
possession of water lots, and it was surely more
safe to allow thelaw to remain as it is, and trust
to the Government permitting parties to use the
beach, than to set up 2 title which could not be
maintained. He did not see that the Bill at all
added to the power of the Crown ;- it merely re-
moved doubts on the subject.

Hon. Mr. MURNEY entertained no doubt ag
to the power of the Crown to cxercise the rights
spoken of, with reference to parties holding deep
water lots. The present Government or Com-
missioner might not interferc with these parties,
but others and their subordinates could do’ so.
He instanced one case at Belleville, of a man
named Laurcnce, whose family had owned pro-
perty there for 80 years, and cnjoyed the right
of fishery in front of the land. Not long ago an
agent of the Crown came down and told this
poor man that unless he obtained a license the
fishery would be leased to sowe one else, and
rather than have fishermen crossing his landand

- burning his fences, he was obliged to buly the
license. He (Hon. Mr. Murney,) thought the
Crown could have no object for the sake of 15s.
or 20s a-year, received for a license, in disturb-
ing parties in what they had been allowed to
consider their rights. . \

Hou. Mr. PERRY said the only question was,
whether the Bill would not give the Executive
power to sell the beach as well as the right to
the water, to the prejudice of the riparian pro-
prietor. He knew of many beaches which had
been formed By the water receding, and in such
cases they surely belonged to the owner of the
land.- He understood the -Courts of law had
always held that the beach between high water

and low water mark belonged to the riparian

proprietor, and could not see how the Crown had
aright to lease the beach. . ’

Houn. Mr. VANKOUGHNET remarked, that the
sole object of the Bill was to prevent parties who
had built wharves in deep water, from being
liable to baving their property cut down or de-
stroyed by those who might pretend that they
had no right to water lots, and had never had
their title confirmed by the Crown.

Hon. Mr. BOULTON was quite surprised that
any objection was made to this clause. If thers
was any one in the House interested in this
question, it was himself, for he owned a front of
two miles on the shores of Lake Ontario. He
had never supposed he had a right to water lots
without the consent of the Crown. To allow
every riparian proprietor to do what he pleased
with the beach, might be productive of much
harm to the public,—take the case of & person
putting up tanneries near a town, how injurious
would it not be. He considered the Crown al-
ways had the right to dispose of water lots, and -
that they had it still.

- Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR believed there had been
decisions in Upper Canada, which shewed the
law on this question was quite different from
what the Hon. member for Cataraque, (Hon, Mr.
Camphell,) and the Hon. Commissioner of Crown
Lands (Hon. Mr. Vankoughnet) had stated. It
was his (Hon. Mr. Seymour’s) impression that
it had been decided parties had a right to ercct
wharves in deep water, without the consent of -
the Crown, if they did not imnpede the navigation
of the river as a public highway. If it was the
desire of the Government to benefit those in pos-
session of water-lots, why not vest such lots in
them, instead of saying the Crown has, and al-
ways has had the power to sell, or grant the
same. ‘And if there was no doubt about the law
on the subject, why say that clause was.inserted
to remove doubt. .

Hon. Colonel PRINCE thought the Bill should
give the Crown the power to dispose of water-
lots, though he, personally, had never entertain-
ed a doubt, as to its right to sell or appropriate
these lots. No Corporation or individual hada
right to intrude upon deep water, aud although
the intruder might say he could not be disturb-
ed, so long as he did not lessen the width of the
highway, a case might arise, in which = party
erecting & wharf under such circumstances,
would be answerable in damages. Suppose’a
schooner on a navigable river or lake, wished to
run ashore at a particular spot, but was pre-
vented from doing so, and wrecked, by striking
against one of these wharves, would not the
person who caused the obstruction, be liable for
any loss of life that might occur? Asa lawyer
of 38 years standing at the Bar, he (Hon. Colonel
Prince) was obliged to say he would. ' The
Crown, in cases of thig description, had altrays
acted upon a broad and general principle, He
never knew an instance of a stranger coming in
and desiring to purchase a water-lot, in which
the Government did not give the riparian pro-
prietor the preference, or when more than £10
was asked for such lot. He thought the question
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should be set at rest, as to the rights of the
Crown in the premises, and that the clause
should remain as it was. .

The amendment was then put and lost,

Hon. Mr. MORRIS drew attention to the 5ih
clause of the Bill, giving the Government power
to appoint officers. "He saw no ‘necessity for
permitting the appointnent of additional officers

" in the Crown Lands Department. He bad no
apprehension the power would be abused so
long as the Hon. gentleman (Hon. Mr. Van-
koughnet) was at the head of the Department,
but he did not wish to see the executive enabled
to appoint any number of officers they pleased.
The law of 1833 allowed the appointment of
Agents, and he did not see why the word ¥ of-
ficers” should be added in this clause, particu-
larly at o time when an idea was prevalent that
there were already too many officers in the De-
partments, and when economy was 50 necessary
to be practised. He also referred to the 22nd
clause, as permitting a patent, issued by the rep-
resentative of the Sovereign, and to which the
great seal was affixed, to be cancelled by the
Commissioner. There appeared to be something
wrong inthis,and cases might arise,in whicl the
patent would be cancelled by the head of theDe-
partment without any motive.

Hon: Mr. VANKOUGHNET explained that
the word “officers” was introduced to provide
for filling vacancies in the Departments, and to
make it appear that it was not merely ¢Ageuts”
who could be appointed. s

Hon. Mr. MORRIS—Would not the appoint-
ment of any additional officers be a violation
of thesCivil Service Act?

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET—No; the Civil
Service Act did not provide for the appointment
of officers, but for their classification ; and, not-
withstanding it, the Governor and Heads of the
Departments might nominate as many clerks as
were required, or as they pleased. This clause,
however, did not give any additional power to
appoiut officers. As to the 22nd clause, the
cases in which it was intended the Commis-
missioner should be authorised to cancel the
patent were enumerated; if misnomer occurred,
as if a party were called John instead of James,
or there was any clerical error, or wrong de-
scription of the property. All such cases, how-

" ever trifling, were now obliged to go before the
Governor-in-Council, and weeks often elapsed
before an order was passed, entirely founded on
the Commissioner's' report respecting them., It
was- only to expedite business, by rendering a

reference t¢ the Executive unnecessary, that|

this clause was introduced.
Hon. Mr. BOULTON viewed the clause asa

very valuable one. He knew a man who gota’
patent for lot 8 instead of 18, and not being able

to have the error corrected promptly, lost more
* than the value of the land in litigation.

Hon. Mr. DELATERRIERE enquired whether
under the 9th clause, the Superintendent of In-
dian Affairs would have power todispose of the
Indian Lands, as the Commissioner might the
Public Lands.

Hon, Mr. VANKOUGHNET observed that the
clause was not new ; it was the same as existed
in the old law, and merely gave the Governor-
in-Council power to declare the provisions of
the Act applicable to the Indian Lands. It
did nothing more- than enable the Superin-
tendent of Indian Affairs to collect arrears, sell
lands for the same, and cancel patents, ascould
be done by the Commissioner.

The Bill was then read a third time and
passed.

INCORPORATION OF PILOTS.

Sir E. P. TACHE moved for the second read-
ing of the Biil to Incurporate the Pilots below
Quebec. This Bill had been introduced on a
petition of the Pilots—not a section of them, but
they were all unanimous to get it passed. Some
time ago, & movement similar to that which
produced the present Bill, was agituted amongst
them---but as the movement did not proceed
from the entire body, it fell to the ground. The
Bill did not, in the least, interfere with naviga-
tion. It could not, indeed, because all the bye-
laws of the proposed Incorporation, would have
to be, nccording to the provisions of the Bill, ap-
proved of by the Trinity Hcuse of Quebec-—and
no regulations could consequently be made dis-
advantageous to the country. The chief pro-
visions of the Bill he had mentioned. Thg bye-
laws, it was promised, would be’ published in
the Quebec journals, in the French and English
languages—the Trinity Board having first ap-
proved of them. For along time this Board had
tried to restrain the Pilots within certain limits,
but without much success—as, in consequence
of the competition, they would be sure to over-
step the limits that had been prescribed to them.
Those Pilotseven went down as far as the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, and, in consequence of the

fogs which prevailed there, they would, in very

many instances, miss the vessels which they
espected to pilot up the river, while from the
same reason the vessels would miss them—so
that the Pilots were kept without vessels, and
the vessels without Pilots. This competition
which, in general, was wholesome, was in this
instance productive of evil. In the eagerness
of their competition, under the present system,
the Pilots run great danger. Twenty-two had,
he was told, fallen victims to.it. But the evil
of the present system was also felt in another
way—inasmuch as great numbers of those Pilots
were annually carried to Europe. All these
matters would be provided for in the proposed
Incorporation. He desired to refer the Bill to a
Special Committee, if it were allowed to be read
a second time, before which he intended to ex-
amine the. officers of the Trinity Board, mem-
bers of the Quebec Board of Trade, and- Captain
Armstrong, the Harbour Master, an experienced
mariner. . i

The Bill was then read a second time, and
referred to & Special Committee, composed of
the Hon. Messrs, Walker, Armsirong, ZTessier,
Laterriere and tho Mover.

The House then adjourned.
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Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair at three o’clock.

BILLS INTRODUCED AND READ THE
FIRST TIME.

Brii to amend the Act respecting Separate
Schools in Upper Canada.—Mr. B. W. Scott.

BrLu respecting witnesses and evidence.—Mr.
L A. Wilson,

By for securing the health of the people of
Upper Canada, against infection arising from
uninterred bodies of persons dying of malignant
diseases.—Mr. J. Cameron.

BinL respecting Police forces in Cities and
Towns in Upper Canada.—Mr. 4. Wilson

Bui respecting Registry Offices in Lower
Canada.

MIRROR OF PARLIAMENT.

‘On motion of Mr. SIMPSON, the communica~
‘tion from Messrs. Thompson & Co., respecting
the publication of the Mirror of Parliament, was
referred to the Joint Committee on Printing.

CONSOLIDATED STATUTES L. C.

.. Hon. Mr. CARTIER moved, seconded by Hon.
Mr. GALT, for leaveto bring in a Bill respecting
the Consolidated Statutesof L. C., which would
be ready in about a week.

TIMBER ON INDIAN LANDS.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER introduced a Bill for the
better protection of Timber on Indian Reserves
in Lower Canada. In explanation, he observed
that there were some Actsfor the purpose of pro-
tecting such timber already, but the Indians
evaded them, by cutting timber and taking it on
to adjoining lands, where they sold it to the
whites.

Hon. Mr. DORION enquired if the correspon-
-dence with the Imperial Government were com-
plete on the subject of transferring the manage-
mment of Indian Lands to the Crown Lands De-
partment.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER said it was not yet com-
pleted. If it were, then this Bill would be un-
necessary, as the Crown Lands Regulations
would effectually protect the timber in question.

Hon. Mr. DORION asked if the importance of
legislation on the subject of the Indian Lands
were understood.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—The Govt. were fully
alive to the importance of it.

Mr. BENJAMIN said there was just as great a
necessity for having the matter looked into in
Upper Canada as in Lower Canada, and, for
aught he knew, more so. The Mohawk tract,
in his country, only brought in a miserable
pittance of from £300 to £500 a year, whereas
the lands could be sold for from £100,000 to
£150,000, and this money, if judiciously invest-
ed, would bring in £6,000 or £7,000 a year.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—The Government were
in correspondence with the Imperial authorities
for the transfer to the Crown Lands Depart-
ment of the Indian Lands in both Upper and
Lower Canada. (Hear.)

Mr. WALLBRIDGE wished to call the atten-
tion of the Government to. the fact that it was
very difficult in Upper Canada to transact busi- .
ness with the Indian Department at all. It
would be better to erect this Department into
a Corporation, so that some means of legally
transacting business with it might be found.
For forty years all transactions had been carried
on with the Visiting Superintendent of Indian
Affairs in his own individual name. He (Mr.
Wallbridge) quite corroborated the remarks of
the Hon. Member for North Hastings (Mr. Ben-
jamin.) If the lands were sold the interest of
the money, properly invested, would procure to
the Indians a much larger sum annually than
they now received. He admitted that it would
be hard to deprive them of their inheritance,
but they made so bad a use of it that it might
be necessary.

Hon. Mr. FOLEY complained that the Gov-
ernment had abandoned legislature for Upper
Canada altogether. Indeed Upper Canada had,
perhaps, no right to expect it at the hands of
Hon. gentlemen opposite, who so insolently do-
mineered over them. (Hear.) The next thing
they would be told was that legislation was
carried on with the concurrence of the people of
Upper Canada.

Hon. Mr. GALT—Undoubtedly.

Hon. Mr. FOLEY—Notwithstanding, he had
the consolation—the people of Upper Canada did
not think so. They were governed in direct
opposition to their wishes. (No, no.) Let the
Postmaster General, who cried ‘“no, no,” bring
in, if he dared, a bill relating solely to Upper
Canada, and he would see. (Hear.)

Hon. Mr. SMITH—It would be like the reso-
lutions on the Postal Subsidy. Hon. gentlemen
opposite would say they were in favor of it, but
vote against it to a man. (Hear, and laughter.)

Hon. Mr. FOLEY—Hon. gentlemen might
jeer and mock as. they pleased. He, howerver,
could never hear the Hon. Atty. Gen. for Lower
Canada refer to the legislation required for
Lower Canada, without reminding him of the
fact that he kept Upper Canada in a state of de-
gradation which her people felt acutely. (Hear.)
He passed laws for the amelioration of his own
section of the country, while Hon. gentlemen
sat on the seats behind him who dared not bring
in bills for the benefit of the people of Upper
Canada. (Hear.) He was governing Upper
Canada against her will. (No, no.) He was
keeping his colleagues from Upper Canada, in a
position degrading to themselves, and hateful to
the people they pretended to represent. (Hear.)

Mr. ROBLIN said there was a very stringent
law in Upper Canada for the protection of tim-
ber on Indian Lands.

“~Hon. Mr. CARTIER—And the chief features
of that are what we now wish to introduce for
Lower Canada.

Hon. Mr. FOLEY—Why then did the Hon.
Member for South Hastings (Mr. Wallbridge)
complain ?

Mr. ROBLIN—He did not complain. He had
acted as an Indian Commissioner and knew
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what he was talking about. But just as long
as the Hon. Member for North Waterloo
(Mr Foley) made such an exhibition of himself
as he did the other night, saying that ¢ no mat-
ter what & measure was, if it came from the
Government, he would vote against it, good or
bad,” the people of Upper Canada would take
his statements for what they were worth. (Hear.)

Mr. HARCOURT wished to say that the In-
dian Lands in Haldimand would be much better
if they were under the Provincial Government.
He trusted some such arrangement would soon
be made, for now the lands were of no use, even
to the Indians themselves.

The Bill was then read a first time.

THE LAW OF MORTGAGE---L. C.

In moving to introduce a bill on this subject,
Hon. Mr. CARTIER had always been of
opinion, that the laws relating to mortgages and
their registration admitted of much improve-
ment, and both in 1857 and 1858 he had had
the honor to propose some such reforms, but he
had been met hy an objection, the force of which
he had acknowledged. His object had been to
prevent the mortgagee from being suddenly de-
privéd of his rights in the property mortgaged to
him through a confirmation title or a Sheriff’s
Sale. There was not a county in Lower Cana-
da, at present, where there was not a Registrar,
but the real question to be congidered was
whether the mortgages or hypothecs on proper-
ty could not be so registered as to be easily
ascertained by uninterested parties. He wanted
to make it incumbent upon an applicant to pro-
duce the Registrar’s certificates with his petition
for confirmation of title, and the Sheriff was to
produce with his return the certificates of regis-
tration existing at the time of the sale against
the property sold, but the objection made was
that the registrations were made not against the
property but against the debtor or mortgagor,
and that, therefore, the Registrar could not give
the information desired. He thought, however,
that he had found a solution of the difficulty.
By the law, at present in existence, if a mort-
gagee wished to preserve his rights and to pre-
vent prescription of his hypothec, he was
obliged to sue any third party owner of the pro-
perty mortgaged, and if he left such third
owner undisturbed for 10 years he forfeited his
recourse. In his bill he proposed to oblige the
Registrar to produce certificates of registrations
against the parties who were owners of
any property that might be in question
for the preceding 10 years, but it might be that
he would not know the said owners, and in such
case he would have to take the evidence under
oath of two of the neighbours or parties know-
ing the property, as to who the owners had been
or were. His certificate, then would cover the
names’ of the owners during 10 years and also
the name of the author or predecessor of. last
proprietor at the expiry of the 10 years. He
was far from desirous of dispossessing the
hypothecary creditor of the rights he now had,

and he would retain his present power to fyle

oppositions. The Bill would further be benefi-
cial to the creditor under hypothegue by pro-
tecting him from his neglect of putting in an
opposition and this would be no small advan~
tage. In thecourse of his practice he had known
many instances in which lawyers had been in-
structed to put in oppositions to the sale of pro-
perty advertised in the Gazette, but who had for-
gotten to do so, and through whose neglect the
rights of the creditors had been lost. He also
provided that hypothecary creditors should be
at liberty to renew their registrations as often
a3 they pleased. In this way they would be put
in a position to make known in a more certain
manner their rights, which, under the actual law,
it was very difficult in some cases to do. At
present, as well known, fraudulent sales were
gometimes made, and the property, as advertised
in the Gazette, was so described that the said
creditors often failed to recognize it and it was
sold before they discovered that their rights had
been invaded. Under existing circumstances
the buyer could sue out a confirmation of title,
but all he was required to state was that the
property for three years had been owned by
certain persons, which,of course, did not convey
a very clear ides of what it was. The necessity
under which his bill would place the Registrar
of giving certificates of registrations against the
owners for 10 years, would bea warning against
frauds if any were intended. There was also
some difficulty in registering mortgages on pro-
perty generally, also recognizances in favor of -
the Crown and the rights of women under mar-
riage contracts. To meet the two first mention-
ed cases he would make them special mort-
gages by requiring a notice of the designation
of the property to be mortgaged. As to mar-
riage contracts, he provided that with their
registration a similar notice containing a de-
scription of the property to be mortgaged be
givenby the husband, or by the wife herself,or,as
there might be some hesitation on her part in
doing so personally, by any of her friends, her
father, brothers, &c. He would also make it
necessary that ulterior registration should be
made against any specific property acqun'ed
subsequently by the husband.

A VOICE—If she neglected.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER~--Then she would forfeit
her rights, and if she did not describe the pro-
perty with which her rights was charged, any
portion of the property sold would be free from
any claim on her part. This provision he re-
garded as important, for in the event of a hus-
band wishing to cheat his wife by neglecting
to register her claims her friends could do it for
her. Some other changes in the laws regard-
ing mortgages would probably be necessary,
and he thought it was desirable that all mortga-
ges should be enregistered againgt Some specific
property.

Mr. LORANGER—Yes,that was the real reform
wanted.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—I{ was not easy, however,
to meet the want, without first ameliorating the
system in force, for it would be necessary, first
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to make our Cadastres of all the property in
Lower Canada. The bill would, however, au-
thorize the making of plans from the seignorial
Cadastres already in existence, and indexes could
be made of the lands in lots. In the Scignorial
Gndastres, the lands were enumerated in lots,
and plans would be made from them, bearing
the names of owners, and deposited in the
Crown Lands,and in the Prothonotaries office at
the cheflien. Under the Scignorial regime the cen-
sitaries could go and consult the Zerrier, but the
Seigneurs would soon have passed away, and
therefore he proposed to have three copies made
of the plans, one of which could be lodged inthe
Crown Lands: Office, one with the Registrar, and
one with the Prothonotary of the District. So
that in case of fire, it would not be likely that
all three should be destroyed. In cities and
towns where lots might be subdivided, the sub-
divisions ‘would be carefully marked on the
plans, and it would be the duty of the proprie-
tors to have this done. After this was done he
would make it compulsory on mortgages to
specify the particular property on which their
claims were to bo enregistered. He had also
proposed to make the seller describe the lot on
the plans, but =ales had at times to be made
with despatch, and he had not insisted on this,
but had left them to describe the property more
fully by a notice at the time of registration.

Hon.-Mr. SICOTTE—Ifhe should make a mis-
take?

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—Mistakes were now made,
and some properties might be omitted from the
plans, but he made provision for amending them
when omissions were discovered. :

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE—If the property had been
parcelled out, what then ?

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—The different parcels must
be specified as forming part of such lot mention-
ed in the plan, and as there would be a double
registration, mistakes would not be very likely
to occur. The bill wounld further provide, that
the yearly assessment roll would have to be
handed to the Registrar, and from it he would
be able to verify the registrations.

Hon. Mr. LORANGER—Was it intended to
m:tike Cadastres of all the property in Lower (‘a-
nada.

. Hon.Mr. CARTIER—Theplanswould be made

- from Cadastres, but in some places, Cadastres
-had not been made, and it would be necessary
to get the information from other sources.

Hon. Mr. LORANGER—expressed his approval
of the proposed bill, which so far as he knew
from the statements of the Hon. Atty. General
East, would accomplish a great,and much need-
ed reform. It would be a valuable improve-
ment to have mortgages registered against pro-
perty instead of against perSons. Unless this
were done, in 40 years it would be next to im-
possible to ascertain the condition of landed
property in Lower Canads, and sales would be
almost impossible. At present, in order to as-
certain with any certainty, whether a property
was free, it was necessary 6 travel back to
1841, and the Registrar’s certificate often occu-

picd 8 or 10 pages. This was agreat inconveni
ence, and it it could be effectually remedied,
great benefit would result. It would, however,
be imprudent, to multiply the laws relating to
land, for it would only throw difficulties in the
way of their codification. There were probably
gome details of the law which would be open ty
criticism, bul they could be examined in Com-
mittee. He approved, however, of the principle
of this bill. and would reserve further rematks
for a future stage of it.

Mr. HARWOOD hoped the bill wonld provide
that every lot of land, that did not come under
the Cadastre, should be designated by a number,
and the name of the Township. Without such
an arrangement the country would not derive
any bencfit from the proposed amendment of -
the Registry laws. All parties having claims
against such lots, should be called upon to re-
gister their claims and specify the number of
the lot. Without these securities against charges
or incumbraunces, purchasers would fear losing
their property, by licitation or sheriffs sale.

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE knew that perfection in
legislation was impossible, but he thought 2
good bill might De made from the ascertained -
results in England and the United States. He
wonld examine the bill, presented by the Hon,
Atty. Genral East,and give it his'best and an im-
partial consideration. (Hear.)

The Bill was read a first time.

AID TO CANADIAN LINE OF STEAMERS.

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL moved for
the adoption of the report of the committee of
the whole on the bill granting additional aid to
the Canadian line of Steamers, and extending a
telegraph line to the Straits of Belle-Isle.

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE moved that the report be
not adopted, butbe referred back to the com-
mittee of the whole, for the purpose of adding
the following amendment: "¢ That the steamers
employed in the postal service, under the new
arrangement shall notbo less than 2,500 tons
burden, and nt least of 500 horse power ; that
the contractors for the service shall lay before
the House in January, every year, astatement
of the receipts and expenditure of the company,
under oath of one of the contractors ; that if the
contractors wish to give up the contract they
shall give twelve months notice of such inten-
tion, and that thirty days after such notice the
Postmaster General shall.call for new tenders
by public advertisement. That it shall be the
duty of the Postmaster General to stipulate in
his contract for the necessary conditions and
arrangements to secure efficient service, regular
passages and the safety of the passengers, so
that nothing be left to the discretion of the con-
tractors, as regards such arrangements as are
essential to the interests of the public.” He
thought this amendment could not be objected
to;it only protected tbe country against the
possible indiscretion of the Government, and
stipulated for the efficiency of the service they.
were paying for. Hehad been informed, that
since 1859 the Steamship Company had been
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peying a dividend of between 20 and 30 per
cent., and that the present owners hiad purchas-
ed at a great premium, the shares of the other
sharcholders ; and they knew better than any-
body else whether it would be profitable or not
in future. Now, the annual statements of re-
ceipts and expenditure,would inform the Govern-
ment whether the subgsidy was really necessary
or not. If the line were profitable in itsclf, the
subsidy might be withdrawn ; if otherwise, the
Government would be entitled to ask an adddi-
tional subsidy. There was not one item of the
amendment hostile to the enterprise; it was
only intended to make it secure, and to limit
the power of the Govermment. The late acci-
dent had been attributéd chiefly to want of
proper management, and an injudicious sclection
of parties entrusted with the vessels This
amendment would bind the contractors, not
merely to carry the'mails, but to carry them in
a certain way. As things were, too much was
left to the contractors. The interests.of the
public, whose money was to be expended, ren-
dered it absolutely necessary that the conditions
named in the amendment should be enjoined on
the contractors. He trusted there would be no
ohjection to this recommendation.

Hon. SYDNEY SMITH said that as he under-
stood the amcndments’ of his Hon. fricnd, they
would leave no discretion at all in the hands of
the contractors, As to the first proposition of
the Hon. gentleman, that all the ships should be
2,500 tons burthen, it was next to uscless, a3
the contractors were to furnish vessels at 2,300
tons burthen. The next proposition, that the
steamers should all be 500 horse power, might
mean anything or nothing. The present ships
of the line svere 350 horse power, and could if
necessary be worked up to a far higher speed
than that mentioned in the amendment. Again
as to the efficiency which the proposed amend-
ments sought to secure, be could assure his
Hon. friend that it was the intention of the Gov-

ernment to limit the duration of the voyages'

during the Winter and the Summier to an aver-
age time. One of the nmendments was to the
efiect that the contractors should furnish yearly
statements of the working of the line under
oath., This could never be -carried out. If the
contractor, were not known, therc would be
some excuse forsucha motion. But when they
were well known—when they had performed
their duty well up to the present—when they
had done more, and voluntarily increased the
efficiency of their vessels both in comfort and
gpeed ; there was nothing to call for such a mo-
tion, and it was treating them very badly in-
deed to make it. Apart from these considera-
tions it would not do to enforce such a motion
as the present. It would perhaps ruin the
credit of the company, and the line of steamers
would be broken up. There was no necessity
for any of the amendments offered by the Hon.
gentleman. If the contracting partieshad failed
tomeettheirformerengagements,there might per-
baps be some excuse for them, but when they had
acquitted themselves to the satisfaction of the

country, where was the use of them? The con-
tractors were either honest or dishonest men. If
they were honest, then the Homse ouglit- to be-
lieve them; if they were dishonest—the Haouse
ought to have nothing to do with them:” It-was
also charged against the present contract, thatit
was not specific, and she Hon. .gentlemar..pro-
posed te make it more specific. The presentvon-
tract wasspecific. It was in fact a yearly con-
tract, for according to its terms it could be put
an end to by piving six months’ notice. Ac-
cording to the Hon. member for: St. Hyacinthe,
neitherthe contractors nor the party with whom
they contracted could have the least confidence
in eachother. As hc before stated it was the
intention of the Government to fix an average
speed within which. the steamers would have 10 °
perform their voyages—and as far as his opinion
went, that average time should not be less atall
events than that within which the Cunard steam-
ers performed their voyages. This was a mat-
ter, however, that must be left to the Govern-
ment of the day or the majority of the House to
determine. There was one point, however, on
which the Government were determined, and
that was to have ample accommodation for ‘the
ragils on board those steamers. The Govern-
ment should also have it in their power to change
the destination of the steamers The Postmas-
ter General should have power to make such
postal arrangements as seemed best to him to
carry on the service in an efficient manner.
Again he would remind the House, that the pro-
posed amendments would have the effect of
taking all power of discretion out of .the hands
of the contractors and placing it in the hands of
the House—even to the internal management of
the vessels and the officering of the ships. As
far as possible the .contract with the Canadian
line should be the same ag that which existed
between the British Government and the Cun-
ard line. At the sama time, he would say that
under the Canadian contract the Province would
have better vessels than the Cunard line—for it
was well known . that some vessels of that line
were not first class, while all the vessels on the
Canadian line would be first class. In conclu-
sion he did not think it reasonable orjust for the
HOn. gentleman to make such amendments.
They were of & character never met with in any
contract in the world—and he hoped that his
Hon. friend would not press them, but witk-
draw his motion. He knew that his Hon. friend
had the interest of the Canadian line of steam-
ers at heart, but he assured him that he would
only injure the line by persisting in his motion,
and be hoped that he would withdraw it, With
reference to that part of the contract which pro-
vided for the payment of the contractors from
the first of May last, he would propose before
the night was over an amendment to the effect
that the line should only get as much as they
had earned from the first of May last, which
would tie up the hands of the Government.
Again he would ask his Hon. friend to withdraw
his motion—for he assured him that it conld not
be carried without effecting the stability of the
line, and perhaps destroying it.
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Mr. W. F. POWELL said that the Postmaster
General had on this and every other joccasion
when this subject was up bepuffed the Canadian
Steam line in a most extraordinatry manner. In
the face of the late melancholy shipwrecks, he
(Mr. Powell] could not think this was justifiable.
The Postmaster General complained that his
proposition was not, properly received. Now,
he (Mr. Powell) muét say, as an independent
member of the House—(Hear, hear,)—that the
course pursued by the Opposition on this occa-
sion was very liberal and very generous, and
that the proposition of the Government had been
received both by the House and the country in
& manner which ought to be considered perfectly

_satisfactory. With regardto the amendment sub-
mitted. by the member for St. Hyacinthe, his
opinion was that nothing would tend more tothe
advantage of the country than itsadoption. It
might be all very well for those who, like him-
self, had a certain degree of confidence in the
Postmaster General, to say that, as far as he
(the Postmaster General) was concerned, it was
unnecessary to have all the details of the ar-
rangement in black and white. But those who
had not that confidence---people in England and
on the European Continent, who knew nothing
of the Postmaster General, or the Commissioner
of Public Works, perhaps never having even
heard of the latter minister—would require some
better guarantee than the mere confidence of a
majority of that House in the discretion of those

Ministers. After all, even those who had such
an exaggerated notion of the discretion of the
Postmaster General, did not think that all wis-
dom was concentrated in him. Therefore, he
was disposed to agree with the member “for St.
Hyacinthe, that a standard should be laid down
by the Legislature, and that the Company should
be required to furnish an annual statement of
their affairs. Such a statement was absolutely
necessary, if the House and the Government
were to beinformed of the netessity of continu-
ing, or increasing or decreasing the subsidy.

The Hon. COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC
WORKS appealed to the Hon. member for St.
Hyacinthe, to withdraw his motion. The effect
of its adoption, he feit satisfied, would be de-
structive of the whole enterprise—a result the
very reverse of what the Hon. gentleman de-
sired. More was required by it than could pos-
sibly be performed. Why, the new Cunard
contract did not require that the vessels should
be of more than 400 tons.burthen ; and it was
well known that the Imperial Government were
induced to renew the contract, and to give the
subsidy of £200,000 sterling, on the assurance
that new vessels of greater power than any
which traversed the ocean would be - built.
Why, then, should they require the vessels to.be
of 500 horse power? The amount of subsidy to
be paid by the Company, would not pay the cost
of 15 voyages across the Aflantic. Two hundred
thousand a year would not keep up the enterprize.

The Company must so conduct their affairs as|

‘to enlist the sympathy and cominand the confi-
dence of the public. Unless they could do this,

the line would go down. It must be made the
most popular line between Europe and Americs,
and the amount of subsidy was not sufficient to
ensure their running, unless this were done.
What course had the Admiralty taken with re.
gard to the Cunard contract? They had only
inserted one clause, that all the latest discover-
ies in science should be adapted to the ships;
and this clause the Postmaster General here
was inclined to put’it into our contract too.
There was another part of the amendment of
the Hon. member for St. Hyacinthe which, if
adopted, would quite puta stop to the enter-
prize. It was that which provided that the Go-
vernment might terminate the contract at twelve
month’s notice. This subject had engaged the
attention of people at home, and Mr. Cunard
had given, as a reason for extending his con-
tract over ten years more, that unless it were
done, he would not be able to induce his co-part-
ners to embark so comparatively small & sum as
£250,000 in building one single new steamer.
And the French Government proposed, but afew
years ago, to subsidize a Transatlantic line for
twenty years, unconditionally. The losses of
the last year, even, would have been sufficient to
injure the credit of even very wealthy people,
and the caution of the contractors, now exhibi-
ted, was one of the best guarantees for the faith-
ful fulfilment of their undertakings. (Hear.)

Mr. WALLBRIDGE thought the amendment
was equivalent to a vote of want of confidence
in the Governraent. (Hear.) . .

Mr. J, CAMERON thought there was noth-
ing unreasonable in the proposition that persons
whowished to cross the Atlantic, should not bave
small or inefficient vessels thrust upon them,
nor in the suggestion that the Company should
be forced to pake yearly returns of the state-
ment of tueir affaips. Te thought the caution
now recommended, was very desirable. Now,
as to the alleged impossibility of a wooden ship
being economically worked with a screw, let the
Hon. Postmaster General just look atthe Bri-
tish Navy ? There he would discover his mis-
take. He would not attempt to detract from
the credit due to that minister for his resent ar-
rangements for the carriage of foreign mails;
but there was every reason “why, even in oppo-
sition to his wishes, the country should insist
on security, speed, and economy, on the part of
the steam line it subsidzed.

Hon. Mr, CAUCHON thought this proposition
exceedingiy unjusttowards those who expressed
their willingness to go into this eminently Ca-
nadian enterprize. The amendment, as written,

‘meant that the new boats should be of 2,300

tons, and 500 horse power, and that all the
others should be swept away. There was only
one thing reasonable iu the whole motion, which
was that the steamers should be ag efficient as
possible. Now the Finance minister had said
the new boats were to be as efficient as those of
any line runving across the Atlantic.

Hon. Mr. GALT—Certainly.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON—The Government would
of course look after this.
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Hon. Mr. ROSE—Of course. He would just
mention the tonnage of the Cunard boats. The
America, 1729 ; the Niagara, 1774 ; the Europa,
1777 ; the Canada, 1774 ;-the Africa, 2050 ; the
Asia, 2073 ; the Arabia, 2328.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON—So that, with the ex-
ception of the Persia and the Arabra, our liners
were ag large as those of the Cunard line. We
bad commenced with larger boats than the Cu-
-parders. Was it likely we should go back?
Was it likely that even the Company would
recede, much less that the Government should
gllowit? (Hear.) As to the power of cancell-
ing the contract, sought to be thrust on the
Government; what would its effect be? The
Company would, of course, huve to go to
the London money market for aid—their private
means were not sufficient”to build the vessels
they intended to have—they would take their
contract with them, and did any business man
mean to say, that if people saw it could be
capcelled at one year's notice, they would
risk their money in the enterprize? And the
power of the Government to make all these sti-
pulations was undoubted. They ought to be al-
lowed to act on their own responsibility, with-
out a vote of the House to force them to do
what might be. nay, was injurious.  (Hear.)

Mr. TURCOTTE said the contractors had al-
ready shown what they could do, and had indi-
cated what they were willing to undertake to do
hereafter. They proposed to build larger vess-
els than any they had yet employed, and to at-
tain a higher speed. What the Government
on its part should see to was, that the Company
kept a sufficient force to meet their engage-
ments, and this could only be a matter of su-
pervision, not of law. As to laying aside the
contract at the end of a year, or after a year's
notice, such a course might be well enough in
an experimental stage, but we had passed that
stige and were now in a position which re-
quxred that we should put the enterprize upon
a firma 'and permanent basis. Inded, he would
desire that neither the Company nor the Go-
vernuent should be able to disturb the agree-
ment for the whole term, while the conditions
on either side were fulfilled. He would, how-
ever like to see the time to be consumed in each
tripdetermined with precision, and withtbe expe-
rience already acquired, this he thought might be
done. He could not see anything in the propo-
sition to claim his support, and he would there-
fore vote against it.

Mr. McDOUGALL thought. that the more
prudent course was that proposed at first, to re-
fer the matter to,a Committee. His Hon. friend
(Sicotte) had proposed agamendment relating
tohorse power, tonnage, and other scientific ques-
tions, which could ouly be understood by per-
sons versed in such things; but he himself
would  propose one which he thought more to
the purpose. He agreed in one thing, however,
with the Hon. member, and it was that the dis-
cretionary power of the Government should be
carefully limited, and that the House should as
carefully keep "the controul of the expenditure.

We had to vote the money, and before we did
so, should have all the facts so as to be able to
do so intelligently. It was alleged that the
subsidy was insufficient for a weekly line, but
he was not convinced that & weekly line was an
absolute necessity. Since it had been weekly
it had not brought more freight or more passen-
gers, and where was the use of continuing it.
As toits being calculated to draw down the
Western produce through Canadian channels,
he did not believe it would ever do this. He
would now move—That the said resolutions be
not now read a second time, but that said Bill
be referred to a select Committee of nine mem-
bers, with instructions to enquire into and re-
port as to all the circumstances attending the
several contracts between the Government and
the said Steamship Company, and the probable
results of the proposed increase of the annual
subsidy, the efficiency of the steamers employed,
and the propriety of any modifications of the
conditions of the new contract, with power to
send for persons, papers and rccords.

Hon. Mr. GALT said this was not an admis-
sible amendment, as a similar ene had been re-
jected at a previous stage.

Hon. Mr. BROWN contended it was, and that
such an amendment might be proposed at every
stage of the Bill.

Hon. SIDNEY SMITH would submit  the
question as to whether it was admissible to the
Chair.  After some timc spent in debating the
point of order,

The SPEAKER ruled that the motion, though
similar in part to the amendment alrcady nega-
tived, contained several additional particu-
lars, and therefore might be put.

Mr. DUNKIN gaid, the object of the amend-
ment was so to postpone the Bill as to cause it
to go astray. The Hon. member for North Ox-
ford asked, what was the object of the weekly
line of steamers; what was the necessity of
continuing it ; was it merely to secnre the trade
of the Western States to the St, Luwrence ? The
object of this Bill was to build up the trade of
Gpper and Lower Canada, to give all-Canada
something to do, to unite the interests of all
sections of the Province; and was not this an
object worthy of being attained, even at a far
greater cost than that of this subsidy ? (Hear.)
If the object of the amendment was to get other
people to come forward and make counter®
tenders, to get Committees of the Houseto en-
quire whether otber contractors could not do.
better than these had done—and if the majority
of the Housethought this should be done—why,
the sooner it was so understood, the better.
Let its mover say so, openly.  But he thought,
that to defeat the Government was the essential
part of the polley, and it was just as well, too,
that this should be known, for it was better that
they should see what the strength was of that
wing of the Opposition force led by the Hon.
member for St. Hyacinthe (Hear.) He might
be allowed, perhaps, to make a few observations
on the motion of this Hon. member—although
he was just as much opposed to the one amend-
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ment as the other, since their real meaning was
the same. The first part of it was, that the
House should not concur in the resolutions, but
should send them back to Committee of the
Whole, with a view to certain specific changes.
Now, if the House voted that it would send the
Bill back to Committee, with a view to making
certain changes, it clearly pledged itself to
make them. (Hear.) And what were they?
One was, that a clause should be inserted in the
. Bill that the steamers must be of 2300 tons
burden, and of 500 horse-power. Cui bono ?

We bad steamers already within a few tons of | (

the number required—within & little of the
Lorse-power required. And different builders
rated horse-power very differently ; so much so,
that it was very difficult to say how much horse-
power any engine bad. Indeed, the only prac-
_tical test of this: was the performance of the
vegsel. If the shins did the work contracted for,
that was all thut nced be looked to. It was a
misiake tv say that increase of power increased
specd. Speed was the result of size, form, and
power—the numinal power alone of the engine
had little to <o with it. (Hear.) The question
as to the proper proportion between tonnage and
horse-power was, moreover, for the contractors
and builders to determine, not for the Legisla-
ture, composed as it was of men who for the
most’ part knew nothing about it. (Hear.)
This point was, however, of much less import-
ance than the rest, because we had already
brought our ships almost up to the required
mark. We had done this, too, much faster than
the Cunard Company. They carried on opera-
tions for several years before thecy built the
Cambria, in 1846. That was a-vessel of 1314
tons. In 1852 they built the Zuropa, which was
only brought up to 2328 tons. We had got up
to 2250 already. There was no practical dan-
ger whatever, that the contractors and the
Government would not go on increasing the
size of the boats, so long as increase in size was
of any use; though it ought to be remembered,
that some ships might be built too lurge to pay,
and which would require a subsidy much greater
han the onc proposed. Our subsidy was, per-
aps, large in proportion to our revenue, but it
-as not large as to the remuneration it gave to
te contractors; not large when compared with
¢ subsidies offered by other authorities for
1er and similar services.  (Hear.) The next
rt of the amendment went a great dea! fur-
cr. The contractors were to be made to ren-
.er yearly, to the Government, a return of all
their iatromissions. That was, perhaps, not ob-
jectionable at first sight, but it appeared so,
when viewed in connection with thenext clause,
which was, that the Government, as well a3 the
contractor, might cancel the contract at one
year's notice.  No contractors, having any re-
gard to their own interests, would cnter into a
contract on such conditions. How did the casc
stand ? Gorvernment had to find contractors in
whose capucity and energy they had confidence,

they had to insist on & sworn statement—sworn
ag if to insult them—and if they found that in
any lucky year.the Company made eighteen or
twenty per cent., down they were to come,
give a year's notice, and close the contract.
(Hear.) But then, within thirty days notice,.
fresh tenders were to be called for; it must be
done. And thiawas after having excluded from
the gervice, by the terms of the amendment, all
steamers which were not of 2300 tons and 500
horse-power—that is to say, after having ex-
cluded all the existing class of steamers!
Hear.

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE—The present contract
has to run until 1862.

Mr. DUNKIN—Yes; but it could be termi-
nated at six months’ notice. And did Hom.
members think that, if this motion were carried,
the notice would not be given? The contrac-
tors would be fools if they withheld it. [Hear.]
He would now look at the amendment in an-
other light; it really declared that the duty of
the Postmaster General should be to do his
duty, for had he not authority of himself to
make all the requisite stipulations? He, there-
fore, saw no use in it. The proposition actually
colled for a Legislative enactment to offer an
impossible contract to their contractors, and
that in terms which declared that the House had
no confidence in Ministers properly discharging
their trust. [Hear, hear.] If carried, the mo-
tion would absolve Ministers from all responsi-
bility, after they had seen that steamers of the
given tonnage aud horse-power had been built.
Now, this he did not approve of. He had con-
fidence in the Minstry. [Hear.] He had more
confidence in them, at any rate, than in & Com-
mittee the House might strike. And he wished
the full responsitility of their acts to devolve
upon them. Of course, holding these views, he
would vote against the one amendment, and’
then against the other. [Hear, hear.]

Mr. J. B. ROBINSON had been in favour of
the resolutions granting an increased subsidy,
until his Hon. friend from North Oxford, had
earnestly assured the House that such an ap-
propriation would be a great injustice to Upper
Canada. In cousequence of hearing these
opinions, he had not voted for the subsidy, un-
der the impression that Upper Canada had not
a sufflcient interest in the Line, to warrant her
in supportiong it at so great an cxpense. The
regolution of his Hon. friend from Toronto, had
however, been iatended to destroy and injure
the Line, and he therefore voted against it.
Now, he was in a different position, and could
conscicntiously tell the Governmeni that he
thought it a most unbusiness like proceeding to
ask Upper Canada to vote £50,000. (Hear,
hear.) The Commissioner of the Board of
Works had stated that the English Government
had no suspicion of the Cunard Line when they
first granted a subsidy, and said that, therefors,

(T be Continued.)
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we should have no suspicion of the Canadian
Line. But many of the best en in England
thought the Government went too far in giving
the Cunard Line an increase, without having
an investigation before a Committee ofthe House
of Commons. As far as the Canadian Line was
concerned, he (Mr. Robinson) had no particular
sugpicion of their management, but we could
not help baving some doubts of what was un-
tried in such matters. The late losses in that
Line had convinced all that there must have
been something incomplete, or something wrong
in the management of those unfortunate vessels.
It had been said that the sum of - £100,000 was
nothing at all in the management of this Line,
and would only go towards payinz for some fit~
feen voyages. But that sum was a great one
to this country, and if it was of so little conse-
quence to the managers ot the Steamships, and
of so much consequence to us, that was only a
stronger argument why & Committee should be
appointed to investigate the matter before the
money was appropriated. Those who delayed
the Bill a little, by wishing to know just what
was to be done with the money, were reproached
with indifference to the welfare and interests of
the country; but, in reality, they cared more for
the interests of the country than those who were
less cautious ; they wished to be able to show
clearly to their constituents why the money
had been granted, and what the benefits wereto
be. It wounld have saved many reflections
against the character of the line, if the Admin-
istration had allowed the Bill to go to a Com-
mittee, and the report of that Committee would
have been the most satisfictory account of how
and why the money had been granted. He
would therefore vote for the amendment intro-
duced by hiz Hon. friend from St. Hyacinthe.

Mr. SIMPSON said the Hon. junior member
had said a great deal in favor of referring the
subject to a Select Committee, yét he ex-
pressed his intention of voting for the amend-
ment of the Hon. member for St. Hyacinthe,
which did not contemplate a Select Committee,
and did not say a single word in favor it. Now
he (Mr. Simpson) must say, that of all the dis-
cussions which he had ever listened to, he did
not remember one in which so much nonsense
swas uttered, asin the present one. (Laughter.)
Withregard to the proposition of the Hon. mem~
ber for St. Hyacinthe, he thought it was un-
worthy of that Hon. gentleman, and he was
astonished it should be persisted in after the un~
answerable arguments which had been used
against it by Hon. gentlemen who had spoken.
As to the appointment of a Select Committee as
first proposed by the Hon. senior. member for
Toronto, that Hon. gentleman had, himself, ex-
pressed bis sense of its absurdity by his vote the
other evening. Of what possible use was &
Comniittee? A Commitlee of nine members of
that House could not clicit more information
than the members of the Government, on whom
devolved the duty of eliciting information before
taking the responsibility of rech mmmending any
action to ‘the House. That information they
‘bad obtained and imparted to the House, and he
could, therefore, only regard the conduct of Hon.
gentlemen as factious. The Postmaster-Gene-~
ral had cntered into an agreement for the per-
formance of certain services, which, it was esti-
mated—and it was a noderate est'mate—would
produce £75,000. This wounld make the subsidy
only about £30,000. And there was the proba-
| bility that, in the course of & year or two, not
l only would the whole $104,000 bz-mado good,
but there would actually be a surplus. As to re-
quiring the Company to furnish a statement of
their receipts and expenditure, so that the public
might judge whether their business was profita-
' ble or not, he thought it would be hardly fair.
i They did not require the Banka to state to the
1 country their profits and losses. Then why
should such a thing be asked of this Company ?
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It was asking what no contractor would consent
to grant.

Mr. McGEE said if it was nonsense to ask for
information before voting $104,000 for seven
years, and a portiou retrospectively, he was quite
ready to bear the reproach cast upon Hon. gen-
tlemen who asked for a Committee by the Hon.
menber for Niagara. The members on his side
of the House were just as ready as any on the
other, to support the Line, but they wanted more
information than the Government bad given, or
than had been elicited and dragged out during
this discussion. The Postmaster-General stated
the Company had embarked £750,000 in the
caterprise, but as there were only six vessels,
which were not worth more than £¢0,000 each,
he would like to know how this calculation was
made. Here, then, was an error of more. than
£300,000,---on¢ of such a character ns to lead
to the suspicion that there were many others.
The Postmaster-General, too, had said that
screws could not he applied to wooden vessels ;
but he (Mr. McGee) had the authority of Lloyd's
Snrveyor at the port of Quebee, for saying that
iron ships were condemned in the British navy,
and that old wooden vessels were being cut
down, and made into screw steamers.  This was
not only the experience of the English, but also
of the French navy, and when this were no im-
pediment in the structure of the vessel, the
screw could be successfully applied to wooden
ships. He had moved bis amendment the other
evening. brcause he was sincerely of opinion
that the Legislature should do all it could toen-
courage ship-building,---one of the great trading
interests of the country,~--and he called upon all
members from the district of Quebeec who were
not tied to the cliariot wheels of the Govern-
ment to vote for « Committee, which, if attained
would, before the end of next week, cnable every
member, by the inforwnation it would elicit, to
give an honest vote on this question.

Mr. DUBORD was ready to support the Line
of Canadian Steamers, but would to not vote
one copper of subsidy until the House was put
in possession of information which would ¢nable
Hon. members to judge whether the statements

-of the Government and the Company were
correct. )

. Mr. HOLMES wished:' to know what benefit
Canada could derive from a line of telegraph to
Labrador.

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL replied that
not only would Canada, by putting the continent
in poszession of the latest news from Europe, be
brought into more notice, und the superiority of
the St. Lawrence Route be more fully demon-
strated, hut that letters would follow news,
pasgengers would follow letters, and freight
pasgengers. so that this should eventually be
the favourite highway of communication be-
tweer the old world and the new. .

‘Hon. Mr. CARTIER said, the Hon. junior
member for Toronto had said he was not dis-
posed to charge upon Upper Canada the ad-
dttional £50,000, requisite to put the Company
in the condition of efficiency which was desira-

ble, but he seemed to forget that Lower Canada
would bear its share of the burden. Surely Up-
per Cunada was notonly interested in this ques-
tion, and he rather thought that Lower Canada
bad marine interests which were worthy of
some consideration. This country would nct
always be dependent upon Portland as a winter
sea-port, for it was more than probable that be-
fore long, we would have one of our own. And
then the communication would soon be open
with New Brunswick and Halifax, when we
would reap greater benéfits from the Line than
it had even yet conferred upon us. Few, if any.
members, denied the necessity of aiding the
Line, on the contrary, they seemed to have kind
words for it on their lips,;but enmity in their
hearts. However, it was not perhaps so much
to the Company, or to the proposed subsidy that
they objected, as to the proposition of the Gov-
ernment, simply because it originated with Gov-
ernment.- The various amendments were, in
fact, but semi-motions of ‘want of confidence,
when they had not the courage to propose & di-
rect motion to that effect. They knew the Gov-
ernment was fully ready to meet a direct vote,
but, that of .course, would not do. Asto the
proposition of the member for North Oxford,
it was just what might be expected from him, for
he had made up kis mind that the Uniou should
be dissolved, and_he had done all he could to
poison the minds of the people of Upper Canada
against Lower Canada, and everything that was
done by the Government. He hoped tho friends
of the Government would understand the design,
and treat it as it deserved.

Mr. A. P. McDONALD held that after the
question had been negatived, it should have
been regarded as settled. There was no fraud
aileged against the Company,and he did not ses
what investigation was wanted into its affairs.
Government had more interest in the country
than 9 members of a Committee, and upon them
devolved the responsibility of carrying on its
affairs. If the House wanted to put the country
where it was 40 years ago, they would send this
matter to o Committee, for. it would not come
back for three weeks. But supposing the Com-
mittee reported against the proposition of the
Government, would the House accept their re-
port? Of course not, forthe country could not do
without the Line, and if it were given up, what
encouragement would it afford to others to
establish another. He believed none otherwould
be formed, for capitalists would never invest in
an enterprize which was liable to be swamped,
in this way, at any moment. ' He thought thead-
vantages we derived from the carriage of the
mails, sufficiently compensated for the money
that was paid the Company.

Hon. FINANCE MINISTER sgaid, he was glad
the Hon, member from North Oxford had re-
newed the motion, because the country would
know which of the members of that House were
disposed to favor this enterprise, and which
were willing tolet it go down. Withan honesty
and candor he could ‘not help admiring, the
Hon. member for North Oxford, had expressed
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bis desire that the line should be broken down,
Cries of * No, no”) and his opinion that no
object wonld be gained by granting additional
aid to it. The Hon. gentleman from North Ox-
ford knew perfectly well, - that the effect of his
amendment, if accepted, would be to prevent
the Government from carrying out their object.
The enterprise had been fostered by the country,
and was now taking its proper stand before the
world ; but if the Hon. gentleman could carry
his motion, they would see that promising cn-
terprise stand like the girdled tree, to fall be-
fore the first blast of Winter. With regard to
the motion of the Hon. member from St.
Hyacinthe, that gentleman 1nust see, that to in~
sist upon putting into an Act of Parlinment,
certain stipulations, would, in fact, relieve the
Government from all responsibily as to what
was left out. [Hear, hear.] Under the system
wpon which legislation was carried on in this
country, the Government was responsible for
the way they carried out the wishes of the
House, as manifested in the Actsof Parliament.
If the Government could not be trusted in the
mere arrangement of the details of a contract,
there was certainly little confidence in the Ad-
ministration. If the Ministry were unfit to carry
out such & matter, it wag certainly clear that
they were very unfit for the position they occu-
pied. 'But there were already provisions in the
contract similar to those proposed. The ton-
nage of vessels, and their horse-power, was re-
quired to be nearly as great as that suggested
by the Hon. member for St. Hyacinthe. 1t was
also in the power of the House to abrogate the
contract, if therc was o failure in its perform-
ance, or any other sufficient reason. Did the
Hon. gentleman wish more thanthat? No Com-
pany would take a contract, if it could at any
time be abrogated without any reason. If there
was any argument to be drawn from the past, it
was, that the contract had been well and faith-
fully fulfilled. All necessary stipulations would,
unquestionably, be embodied in thenew contraet,
in order to prevent the public from suffering
through its non-fulfilment. :

Hon. Mr. BROWN was astonished to hear
such language from the Inspector General.
Judging from it, it was not a mere money issuc
that was before the House—it was a Govern-
ment question, on which Hon gentlemen were
called to vote, not on the merits of the case~—so
that all the fine speeches made on the other side
were, after all, all sham. Hon gentlemen on his
side of the House were told that they wanted to
break up the line, forsooth, because they did not
vote as the Hon. Inspector General wished them
tovote. This state of things had been carried
to a degree that was intolerable. Hon. gentle-
men were told that they were insincere in their
professions of interest in the welfare of the Ca-
nadian line, simply because they asked for an
enquiry into the management of the line, before
voting away a large sum of money. Why, Hon.
gentlemen,who supported the Government, had

_acted in this manner—and would the Govern-
ment say that they were insincers ? Would the

~—xm

Government say that the member for Toronto
was insincere because he acted thus? But it
was not on this question alone that the Govern-
ment acted in this shameful manner. It was
upon all questions, It was in carrying out the
same spirit that the public debt was increased,
that disquiet was in the public wind, and that
o, change in the constitution of the country was
so imperatively demanded. The House was
asked to shut its eyesin this matter, and to be-
lieve implicitly what the Government told them.
That was the positionit was in. And what was
it that enquiry was refused upon? It wasa
matter involving £49,000 for eight years. The
Hon. Inspector General said that, indced, this
was an executive act—butit was not, It was &
legisialive act. It was made a Legislative Act
last Session—aud yet, now, the House was told
that it must not make-any enquiry into it. The
[TqQuse is told that the Ministry believe in them- -
selves—and that therefore it isall right. [f such
a state of things was to be carried on, it was
time for Hon. gentlemen to leave the House alto-
gether, and allow the Hon. gentleman
[Mr. Galt] and his friends, to have it
all to themselves. The ministry have made
the demand for the enquiry into a ques-
tion—not whether it was right or wrong,
but of & vote of want of confidence in them-
selves. The House was not called upon to vote
upon the merits of the question—but they were
called on to say whether they would turn out the
Ministry or not. Surely it was high time for
such conduct to be put an end to. The Hon.
gentlemen on the other side say that, to grantthe
Committee of Enquiry, would be to destroy the
line of steamers by the delay that must ensue
before the Committee could report. He  (Mr,
Brown) denied this. If the Committce had been
granted when first asked for, it would have now
terminated its labors. Why was not the same
course pursued with regard to this measure, that
wag followed with regard to the Bankrupt Law?
The Government did not hesitate to throw the
onus of this measure on a Committee. The House
did not want to have the onus thrown upon it;
but the Government did, and put the matter in
the haunds of the Committee accordingly. But
the conduct of Ministers, not only in this matter,
but in everything, was the same, And if the
House was prepared to follow the dictation of
those Hon. gentlemen, the sooner that system of
Responsible Government was at an end, the bet~
ter. .
Hon. Mr. FOLEY said that the conduct ofthe
Ministers was the natural sequence of responsi-
ble government. So far from it being the se-
quence of responsible government, it was the
perversion of responsible government. If the
ministry followed out the principles of responsi-
ble government, they would never actin the man-
ner that they were doing at present. They would
never ask the House to consent to such aline of
conduct---as they had done—but a very differ-
ent system would have prewailed. Hon, gentle-
men on the other side, were not carrying out
responsible government---they were on the con-
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trary, by their conduct, assisting those Hon.
gentlemen in the House who were agitating for
constitutional changes. If they desired to carry
out the views of the Hon. member for Toronto,
(Mr. Brown) with regard to those changes, they
. could not do it better than by following their
present course, so opposed to responsible gov-
ernment. It was absurd to say that theconduct
of the Ministry was the result of responsible
government. It was totally opposed to it.
Hon. Mr. BROWN said his Hon. friend (Mr,
Foley) must have made a great mistake, for he
(Nr. Brown) endorsed everything he had just

said. :

Hon. MALCOLM CAMERON would ot vote
the Supply until the House had the enquiry.~
The Hon. Inspector-General evidently wanjed to
lash-the House into his way of thinking, and he
(Mr. Cameron) would protest against such con~
duct. The House had a perfect right to the en-
quiry. It had a right to know everything con-
nected with the working and management of the
line of steamers which were supported by the
poblic money.  But the Ministry come dowe,
and say that it is all right. That they know
better than the House, and that no enquiry is to
be made. The word of the Ministers must he
taken for gospel, and- all enquiry forbidden.
He, for one, would not submit to such conduct,
and would vote against any money being granted
antil the enquiry was granted.

Mr. ROBLIN was amused to bear Hon. gentie-
men on the other side of the House, affirm that
the Government had destroyed responsible gov-
ernment, because they stated that they would
stand or fall by their measures. This interpre-
tation of an attdck on responsible government
. was something fiew and amusing.

Mr. WALBRIDGE ridiculed the idea that the
Ministry represented the people of Upper. Cana-
ds, as they _pretended to do. The Inspector-
General, for instance, represented Brockville,
quite an insignificant place, and thinly inhabi-
ted. The Postmaster-General represented a
small trumpery place also; while the Solicitor-~
General, from Upper Canada, represented no
place at all; (laughter,) and yet the Ministry
claimed to represent the people of the Province.
The fact was that Upper Canada was altogether
represented on the Opposition side of the House.

"He warned Hon. gentlemen that.their constitu-
ents would demand & better response from them
for voting their subsidy without enquiry, than
that the Inspector-General had made it a test
question, and they had to vote for a Ministry
which represented Gpper Canada. (Laughter.)

The House then divided on Mr. McDougall's
amendment, which was lost.,

Yras :—Aikins, Bell, Biggar, Bourassa, Brown,
Bureau, Burwell, John Cameron, Malcolm Cam-
eron, Clark, Connor, Cock, Dorion, Dorland, Du-
bord, Ferguson, Finlayson, Foley, Gould, Gowan,
Harcourt, Holmes, Jobin, McDougall, McGee,
DicKellar, Mowat, Munro, Notman, Papineau,
Patrick, Walker Powell, Robinson, James Ross,
Rymal, William Scott, Short, Somerville, Stir-
ton, Wallbridge, White, Wilson, Wright.—43.

Nays :—Alleyn, Archambeault, Baby, Beau-
bien, Benjamin, Burton, Campbell, Carling,
Caron, Cayley, Attorney-General Cartier, Cau-
chon, Chapais, Cimon, Coutlée, Daly, Daoust,
Desaulniers, Dionne, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferres,
Fortier, Foster, Fournier, Galt, Gaudet, Gill,
Harwood, Heath, Hébert, Labelle, Lacoste, La-
framboise, Langevin, Laporte, Le Boutillier,
Lemicux, Loranger, Loux, Macbeth, MacLeod,
McCann, A. P: McDonald, McMicken, Meagher,
Solicitor-General Morin, Morrison, Ouiwet, Panet,
Playfair, Pope, Price, Roblin, Rose, R. W. Scott,
Sherwood, Sicotte, Simard, Simpson, Sidney
Sinith, Starnes, Tassé, Tett, Thibaudeau, Tur-
cotte, Whitney.—67.

Hon. Mr. BROWN said it was now quite suffi-
cient for an Upper Canadian majority to ask for
anything, however,. reasonable, to have it re-
fused.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON replied, the question be-
fore the House affected the whole Province, nnd
pot Upper or Lower Canada only. The Hon.
member for Toronto might roar as load as he
chose, and he could notalter the actual state of
the question. :

Mr. McGEE asked the Hon. member for Mont-
morency how far he could reconcile the position
be now took with his favorite doctrine of the
double majority.

Hon. Mr. CAUCHON—This is not an Upper
Canadian, or & Lower Canadian question, but
one which affects the whole Province.

Hon. Mr. FOLEY asked whether the people of
Upper Canada were to be serfs of Lower Canada.
He saw the Hon. member for Drummond and
Arthabaska-(Mr. Dunkin) smile at this remark.
That was not surprising, any more than, it +wag
to hear the voice of that Hon. member continu-
ally raised in this House, on the side of tyranny
and despotism. He recollected that it was the
same voice which had been raised in favor of
despotism, in the time of Lord Metcalfe, whose
humble instrument that Hon. gentleman was.
A time would come however, when the repre-
sentatives of the people of Lower Canada would
bitterly regret the course they were now pur-
suing.

Mr. DUNKIN did not think it worth while to
notice the remarks of the Hon. member for
Waterloo (Hon. Mr. FOLEY,) so far as they
were personal to himself. But it was absurd to
hear him talking about the tyranny of majori-
ties, when, in point of fact, the division just
taken shewed a vote of 35 members from Upper
Canada, for a reference to a Committe, and 49
against it, while the Lower Canadian votes were
44 against and 8for the amendment. The Hon.
member (Mr. Dunkin) proceeded to read from
the Toronto Globe of the 8th of March, an ar-
ticle in which it was said, that any expenditure
in favor of Ocean Steamers was not only totally
unwarranted, but was an absolute - waste of the
public money. That might be the view of a
portion of the people of Upper Canada, but it
was not the view of Lower Canadians,
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Mr. FERRES said there did not appear to be
any objections on either side of the House, to-
vote the additional subsidy. It was only asto-
the necesgity for a Committee of enquiry intv
the affairs of the Steamships’ Company, that
there was a difference of opinion. The House
had already struck a Committee, which would
answer all the purposes desired by the support-
ers of the amendment.

Hon. Mr. DORION spoke in favor of an en-
quiry, he would suggest to the Hon. member for
St. Hyacinthe to alter his amendment 6o as to
gend the Bill back to the- Committee generally.

Hon. Mr. SICOTTE said he could not agree
to the proposal. It was not usual to refer a Bill
to a Committec without some instructions as to
the amendments desired.

Hon. Me. BROWN, apprehending that the or-
dinary mode was to. rcfer the Bill generally,
took the same view as the member for Montreal.
(Hon. Mr. Dorion.)

Mr. GOWAN snid it was ridiculous to hamper
the Government with any directions as to the
size of the vessels to bo employed. Steamers of
the tonnage desired by the Hon. member for St.
Hyacinthe, would not be able to get to Montreal,
and he did not see why the members from Upper
Canada should vote for an amendment which
would tend to destroy the trade of that section
of the Prorvince.

The question being then put on Hon. Mr.
Sicotte’s proposed amendment,

Hon. Mr. THIBAUDEAU moved, in amend-
ment, that the said amendinent be amended, by
leaving out the words ¢ with instruction to
amend the same by providing and substituting
the following, with power of providing.”

YEas:—Aikins, Bell, Biggar, Bourassa,
Brown, Bureau, Burwell, John Cameron, Malcolm
Cameron, Clark, Connor, Cook, Dorion, Dorland,
Finlayson, Foley, Gould, Harcourt, Jobin,
Laframboise, Langevin, Lemieux; Loranger,
McDougall, McGee, McKellar, Mowat, Munro,
Notman, Papineau, Patrick, Walker Powell,
Robinson, James Ross, Rymal, William Scott,
Short, Sicotte. Starnes, Stirton, Thibaudeau,
Wallbridge, White, Wilson and Wright.—45.

Nays :—Alleyn, Archambeault, Baby, Burton,
Beaubien, Benjamin, Carling, Caron, Cayley,
Attorney General Cartier, Cauchon, Chapais,
Cimon, Coutleé, Daly, Daoust, Desaulniers,
Dionne, Dubord, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson,
Ferres, Fortier, Foster, Fournier, Galt, Gaudet.
Gill, Gowan, Harwood, Heath, Hébert, Holmes,
Labelle, Lacoste, Laporte, Le Boutillier, Loux,
Macbeth, McLeod, McCann, A. P. Macdonald,
McMicken, Meagher, Solicitor General Morin,
Morrison, Quimet, Panet, Playfair, Pope, Price,
Roblin, Rose, Richard W. Scott, Sherwood,
Simard, Simpson, Sidney -Smith, Somerville,
Tassé, Tett, Turcotte and Whitney.—65.

The question being again put on Hon. Mr.
Sicotte’s  proposed amendment, it was negatived
on a division. -

The amendments were then read .a second
time, and agreed to.

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Quebec, March 19, 1860.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
o’clock. ’

After the usual routine business, the Orders
of the Day were called ; but, as Hon. gentle~
men were not prepared to go on with them, they
were postponed,

* The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.

Quebee, March 19,1860.

MEMBERS EXCUSED.

On motion, Hon. Mr. Sicotte was excused from
attendance at the House for ten days, on account
of urgent private business; and the same was
done in the case of Mr. [Zébert, on account of
illness and death in his family.

RETURN—OTTAWA SHIP CANAL.

Hon. Mr. ALLEYN, laid on the table a retarn
to an address on the subject of the Survey of
the Ottawa Ship Canal.

QUEEN’S PRINTERSHIP.

Hon. Mr. BROWN rose to move resolutions
declaring the expediency of abolishing the
Queen’s Printership, stating that the income of
the Queen’s Printer was greater than that of
any other person in the Province—even the
Governor General—that their profits in one
year would suffice to buy up their whole estab-
lishment, and that the country would save very
much by having the printing let out by tender,
which was now done by Messsrs. Derbishire &
Desberats. :

After some debate,

Hon, J. A. MACDONALD, suggested that, as
the House could not fairly come to a decision
without hearing the statements of the Queen’s
Printers themselves, the motion be, for the
ptesent, withdrawn;

The motion was, therefore, withdrawn,and its
discussion fixed for Wednesday next.

INSURANCE COMPANIES.

Hon. Mr. BROWN moved, for a ‘¢ Committee to
inquire and report as to the general restrictions
which should be applied to all Insurance Com~
panies incorporated by Parliament.” He stated,
that, as the risks taken by Insurance Companies
amounted to six, eight, or ten millions of -
pounds, the subject was one of great importance.
As things at present stood, Companies sent .
agents round the country, who received money
and gent back policies of a character which had
not been imagined by those who paid for them.

Hon. Mr. GALT saw clearly that the people
ought to be protected against fraudulent In-
surance Companies, and that there were Com=
panies in the business whose capital did noten-
title them to be allowed to take extensive risks.
In many of these cases, the public were, indeed,
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themselves the best judges. Still, it might be
desirable that the question of Insurance Com-
panies should be considered in the House.
There conld be no objection to its discussion.
(Hear.) It was not the intention of the Govern-
ment to introduce any measure on the subject
this session ; yet, if the Hon. gentleman chose
to. proceed, this session, with his Committee,
legislation might take place, even before the
adjournment. It was very desirable that there
should be some certain rules, as to the incorpo-
ration of partics doing business as insurers. It
would be well to have some security, if this
conld be provided for by Legislative enactment.

Hon. Mr. BROWN-—The Housc ought to get
at the minimum amount of capital that should
be allowed against a certain proportion of risks
taken.

Hon. Mr. GALT—There was a great deal of
difficulty with foreign Insurance Companies, over
whom the Government had no control. If the
House could prohibit them doing business here
without their complying with our laws, it might
be advantageous.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—We might drive them out,
unless we took care.

. Hon. Mr. GALT—We might certainly drive
them out. )

Hon. Mr. BROWN-=Which would not be, in
2ll cases desirable. ) ’

_ Hon. Mr. CARTIER—It. would not be de-
sirable to drive from the country those foreign
Companies, such as some English ones, for in-
stance. There were some respectable Com-
panies which had no funds invested here, and if
we were to make such provisions as to oblige
them to hold a certain amount of capital in this
couutry, it might be well. But this would have
to be very delicately done, so as not to frighten
away some of the good solvent Companies, of
whose exertions we were reaping the benefit.
He thought & Committee might very well inves-
tigate this subject, and enquire, generally, into
the good working of Insurance Companies in
this country, whether foreign, or incorporated
in Canada. (Hear.)

Mr.
opinion of the Premier. In the State of New
York, the law was, that all foreign Companies
should be obliged to invest a certain sum of
money within the State. Now, in Montreal, the
people were inundated with American Com-
panies, some without any adequate capital. He
knew there were several English Companies
doing business there—indeed, he was connected
with one—whose instructions. were to invest in
Canada. He hoped a Committee would be
named. (Hear.) .

The motion was deferred for a few days.
FREE GRANTS IN THE TACHE ROAD—

COLONIZATION GRANTS. :

Mr. FORTIER enquired of Ministers, whether
it was intended to make free grants of all the
lots on the Taché Road ?

Hon. Mr. CARTIER replied, that part of the
lots would be granted free; part not.

STARNES was very glad to hear the |

Mr. FORTIER also enquired of Ministers,
whether it was the intention to increase theap-
propriation in favor of colonization ?

Mon. Mr. CARTIER replled, that the Govern-
ment intended to submit to the House the same
appropriation which was made the year before
last. [Hear.] -

JUDICIAL DISTRICTS, é&c.,
CANADA.

Mr. PICHE .enquired of Ministers, whether
they intend to levy & yearly assessment on the
Municipalities in the Judicial Districts existing
before the passing of the Judicature Act of 1857,
andparticularly on those in the District of Mon-
treal, for- the maintenance and repairs of the
Court House, and Prisons, within the same ?

Hon. Mr. CARTIER replied, that under the
Act of 1857, a fund was established for paying
for Juries and buildings. It was the intention
that Petit Jurors in Lower Canada should be
paid as they were in Upper Canada. [Hear.]
It was not the intention of the Government to
oblige the Municipalities to provide for the sup-
port of the prisoners. In Montreal and Quebec,
the case was different, since the Government
had given over to the Corporations the fees from
the Recorders’ Courts.

Mr. PICHE enquired of Ministers, whether
they intend to oblige the Judges of the Superior
Court to reside in the District assigned to them,
to exercise their functions therein ? |

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—Certainly.

Mr. PICHE enquired of Ministers, why the
Hon. J. C. Bruneau, Judge of the Superior Court,
to whom the two Districts of Joliette and
Richelieu have been assigned for the exercise of
his functions, is allowed to reside on the south
shore of the St. Lawrence, nothwithstanding the
fact that only two of the six counties constitu-
ting the said two Districts are situated on that
side of the river ; and also, whether it is the in-
tention of the Government to direct the Judge
of the Superior Court, to whom the said Dis-
tricts are or may hereafter be assigned, to reside
on the north side of the river, within the said
Districts ? .

Hon. Mr. CARTIER replied, that the Hon.
Mr. Bruneau had been directed toreside in Sorel.
One of the reasons was, that Sorel was the most
important place in the Districts. It was not the
intention of the Government tomake any change
in this respect. .

CONVEYANCE OF MAILS TO BERTHIER.

Mr. PICHE enqaired of Ministers, whether it
it is their intention to grant the petition of the
principal inhabitants of Berthier, presented to His
Excellency on the 7th March, inst., to secure the
daily conveyance of the mails between the vil-
lage of Berthier, the city of Montreal, thevillage

LOWER

‘of Industry, and the village of I' Assomption ?

Hon. Mr. SMITH replied, that the subject was
under consideration.
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WELLAND CANAL DAMAGES.

Mr. SIMPSON moved for an Address to Hig
ccellency, praying that provision may be made
to compensate the parties whose property was
destroyed in the month of June last, by an over-
flow of water, caused by the breaking of one of
the lock gates on the Welland Canal. He stated
the circumstances under which the accident took
place, and the amount of damage sustained by
different parties. He thought, as the accident
had occurred on & govérnment work, the parties
suffering loss had a claim on the Government
for damages.

Hon. Mr. ROSE explained that the accident
had not occurred through any fault of the offi-
cers or servants of the Department, but solely
through the carelessness of those on board the
vesscl. He therefore did not consider the Gov-
ernment responsible for damages to property in
the neighbourhood.

Mr. McMICKEN thought the Government to
blame. There should have been a guard lock at
the point where the damago occurred.

Hon. ATTORNEY-GENERAL WEST thought
the Government not responsible for the loss to
private parties, But the matter should be de-
cided by the Board of Arbitrators.

Mr. SIMPSON complained that the wvessel
causing the accident had been sold, and the pro-
ceeds devoted solely to the payment of damages
to the Government. He was of opinion that all
the sufferers should have shared alike.

Hon. Mr. ROSE would be happy to have jus- |

tice done to all, butthe subject should bebrought
up in a different form.
Mr. SIMPSON temporarily withdrew his mo-
tion. .
UNIVERSITY.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON moved that tho follow-
_ing gentlemen be appointed a Gommittee to re-
port on the expenditure of the funds of the new
University. — Messrs. Cameron, Foley, Wilson,
Cayley, Roblin, Simpson, McCann, and Hon. 4¢-
torney-@eneral West.—Carried. -

MUNICIPAL LOAN FUND.

Hon. Mr. DORION moved an Address to His
Excellency, praying him to cause to be laid be-
fore the House, & statement of all the debentures
issued on the Municipal Loan Fund in Lower
Canada, since the 4th of May last, and of the
hundred thousand pounds appropriated by an
Act of last Session. .

Hon, Mr. GALT said the whole amount had
not yet been distributed. $147,000 yet remain-
¢d. No advances had been made.---Carried.

LAW REPORTS—L. C.

Hon. 3r. DORION moved an Address to His
Excellency, praying him to cause to be laid be-
fore the House a statement of all the expenses
connected with the publication of the Judicial
Law Reports of Lower Canada, since their com-
mencement, the amount raised in each dtstrict
for the Special Fund, the numberof subscribers in
each district, and the names of the persons em-
ployed as reporters, and their salaries.~~Carried.

.dent and non-resident shareholders.

CHARTERED BANKS.

Mr. STARNES moved that the clerk do pro-
cure & return from every Chartered Bank, in
which the stockholders are directly orindirectly
responsible to its creditors, beyond a specific
sum or sums, they may have severally sabscribed
and paid in for Bank capital, as such share-
holders, stating the name and place of residence
of each stockholder, in every such Bank, with
the number and nominal value of the shares
severally held by him, her, or them ; or, if held
in trust, for whom so held? The Hon. gentle-
man stated that one of the objects he had in
view by his motion, was to prevent-a recurrence
of such failures as- those of the International
and Colonial Banks at Toronto, by showing to
the public the number and standing of the resi-
A similar
motion had been made lastyear—but the return,
although made, was not printed. He hoped that
the present return would be printed.

Attorney-General McDONALD, in giving his
consent to the motion, reminded the Hon. gen-
tleman that the Government had not the power
to compel those returns to be made. As to the
International and Colonial Banks, no bank would
hesitate to make fraudulent returns that would
follow their example.

Hon. Mr. BROWN would like to know if the
Government had the subject of the Chartered
Banks under consideration ?

Hon. Mr. GALT---Yes._

Motion carried. —

BOUNTY. .

Mr. Le BOUTILLIER enquired of the Minister
whether they intended to pay the Bounty to the
claimants, under the 22 Vic. Cap. 86?7

Hon. Mr. CARTIER replied that the subject
was under the consideration of the Government,
and that they intended to do so.

CONSOLIDATED STATUTES.

. Mr. CONNOR moved “That returns laid
before the House, relative to the consolidated
States of Canada and Upper Canada, be referred
to a Select Committee, to consider and report to
the House, the best mode of having the Statutes
supplied to the public at a reasonable rate, with
power to send for persons and papers; and that
such Committee do cqngist of Messrs. Benjamin,
Dunkin, Bureau, Palrick and the mever.” The
Hon. gentleman said that it had come to his
knowledge, that on the 27th of June last, in an-
swer to an enquiry of the Government. Messrs.
Desbarats and Derbyshire, the Queen’s Printer,

‘had stated that they would furnish a supply--

500 copies——of those Statutes, at the rate of 6s.
9d. for the paper and press-work, and 2s. 9d. for
the rest of the* work, which would bring the
price up to about $2 per volume. The present
rate at which they can be purchased is $14,
which was, in fact, a prohibition price to the
great mass of the people, who should have the
means of purchasing them cheaply. In the
United States, similar works were sold at the
price of the printing, paper, and press-work.
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The object of of his enquiry was to see if it were
not possible to place those works before the pub-
lic at & rate very much cheaper than the present
exorbitant rate. '

Attorney-General McDONALD said that the
Government had, of course, to be guided by the
price laid down for them by the Queen’s Printer,
who had to assume any risk that would arise in
putting them before the public, and therefore
charge the public their own price. He must say,
however, that there was a great disparity between
the prices at which those works were offered to
the Government, and the price which the public
was charged for them; and he thought that
the public price of the works ought to be lower-
ed, or gome arrungement made by which the
people would be able to get the work cheaper
than at present. - (Hear, hear.) Something
might also be done to have the Statutes bound
in sections---that is, all the criminal law in one
volume, and all the sssessment law in another—-
and presented to the country magistrates, and
others, gratuitously. (Hear.) He would, how-
ever, suggest that the object of the motion would
be better gained by the matter being referred to
the Joint Committee on Printing, as that Com-
mittee could deal with it best.

The motion was accordingly sltered, so as to
refer it to the Joint Committee on Printing, and
was carried.

LAKE ST. FRANCIS.

Mr. SOMERVILLE enquired of Ministers,
whether they have employed any person to ex-
amine and report upon the state of the road along
the banks of Lake St. Francis, through the Par-
ish of St. Anicet, and Township of Dundee, in
the County of Huntingdon; and also, whether
it is their intention to cause said road, which
has been greatly damaged by the rising of the
water, caused by the Dam at the head of the
Beauharnois Canal, to be putin a proper state
of repairs. .

Hon. Mr. ROSE replied that no onc had been
sent out--—-though a gentleman had been out
there in ralation to-the matter. With regard
to the second branch of the enquiry, he would
say that therc were some 460 or 470 claims set
in, which had been referred to arbitration, and
if it were decided that the claims should be paid,
then, of course, the people would have to repair
the road. -

EMIGRATION ’i’O THE SAULT STE. MARIE,

Hon. MALCOLM CAMERON enquired of Min-
isters~--with the view of promoting emigration
to the Sault Ste. Marie, and the new district of
Algoma, and for the benefit and protection of
the large number of settlers already there--—
Whether it is their intention to carry out, in the
ensuing spring, the Proclamation issued on the
24th day of August last, setting aside that Dis-
trict by establishing a Judiciary at the Sault
Ste. Marie, and by erecting & Jail and Court-
house there for the due administration of Justice.

Attorney-General McDONALD had no objec-
tion to the Address. '

Hon. Mr. BROWN suggested that, at the same
time, copies of the correspondence which passed
between the Government and a certain member
of the other House, relative to a Judgeship,
should also be sent down.

Attorney - General McDONALD --- Certainly.
It shall be sent down. :

HOMESTEAD BILL.

NMr. A. P. McDONALD moved for the second
reading of this Bill, and said that, for want of
such & law in Upper Canada, the greatest suf-
ferance had been experienced. He had lived for
several years in the United States, where he had
watched the operation of a law such as he
now had the honor of bringing forward, and he
felt, therefore, that he was able to speak intelli-
gently on the subject. The law there had
been found to work extremely well, and would,
no doubt, operate equally well in Canads.
Owing'to the state of the law which enabled
creditors to seize upon the indispensible house-
hold effects and homes of the debtor not less
than 50,000, or 60,000 persons had left Cana-

.da and more were going. He had known cases
‘when property worth 5000 or $6000 had been

entirely swept away for small debts of $100 or
$150, and then, in some cases, the debts were
not satisfied. Canada had soil and timber, and
other resources, inferior to no country under the
Sun ; but if these resources could not be deve-
loped it was just the same as if we had them not.
Let a man secure a homestead and, if all other
things failed him, he would labour upon his farm
and eventually render it valuable, and in this
way the country would be benefited as well as
the individual himself. Qbjections were made
to a Homestead Excmption Law, on the ground
that it would injure the credit of the country,
but he rather thought it would improve it, and
certainly it had. had that effect in the United
States. There the wealth of the country was in
the hands of men protected by such a law, and
experience had proved that no soil was so
well cultivated. as that which was owned by the
farmer himself. The want of such a law also
operated injuriously in other ways, and among
others in this. Ile knew that persons had in-
sured their lives and paid premiums to the extent
of 8500 or $60Q, but misfortune had overtaken
them ; they were sold out, they lost courage and,
having nothing from which to work out the
next premium the policy lapsed and all the pre-
vious payments were lost. He conceived that a
Homestead Exemption Law was even more
wanted than a Bankruptcy Law, for the first
would protect men and enable them to persevere
through tribulation, while the othersimply white-
washed them after they had lost their all. An
Exemption Law would give ione to the public
mind and inspire struggling men with an ener-
gy which they could not otherwise acquire.
Then, again, such a law would attract emigration
of a healthful class, and we wanted population.
The country was burdened with a large debt
which it could not pay unless it increased its
revenue, and therefore it would be wise to invite
labour and capital from abroad, for, besides being
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producers the emigrants would become consumers
of imported merchandize and in both ways the
country would be benefited. He trusted to be
gupported by the representatives of both sections
of the Province, and he would especially ask the
gentlemen from Lower Canada notto vote down
the bill withont examination. He hoped, too,
that the Government would favour the proposi-
tion. They had passed several measures of
areat advantage to the country, and the finan-
cial arrangements of Hon. Mr. Galt, in England,
were highly meritorious : let them but assist in
passing a Homestead Excmption Bill, and they
would deserve well of the country.

B Mr. DALY said he had a Bill before the House,

the principle of which was somewhat similar to
that of the Hon. Gentleman from West Middle-
sex, and so satisfied was he with the correctness
of the principle of it, that he should not follow
the Hon. gentleman’s example and ask to send it
to a Special Committee. No doubt, however,
the Hon. gentleman saw the difficulty of passing
the Bill he had submitted in its present form, it
having, evidently, not been prepared with the
care with which it should have been.

Mr. DUFRESNE asked whether the Bijll was
applicable only to Upper Canadu or to the whole
Province. .

Mr. A. P. MACDONALD said it was applica-
ble only to Upper Canada.

Ar. THIBAUDEAU said it might not be the
intention of the Hon. gentleman to make it ex-
tend to the whole Province, but it certainly
would do so, and such a law as he proposed was
not required in Lower Canada.

Mr. DRUMMOND said such a law was calcu-
lated to do more harm than good, for the shop-
kecper and the money lender would not extend
that credit to the farmer with such & law in ex-
istence, which, in the early part of his career in
this country, was absolutely necessary. There
ought not, in his opinion, to be any exemption
from execution beyond the necessary tools of
the mechanic, or the necessary implements of the
farm. At the same time he must say that he
did not believc that any exccutions for sums
under £10 were generally productive only to
Sieriffs, Bailiffs, and other officers of justice.
Reference had been made to the Bill recently
passed by Congress, relating to Homesteads ;
but that Bill was a very different one from this.
Its object was ‘to give a Homestead to every
man who chose to go on to the public lands.
This was a law which, at the first blush, he was
disposed to regard with very great favor, and
if the Government were topropose & similar one,
with properrestrictions, he did not know but he
should be prepared to support it. It would'cer-
tainly be a much more reasonable proposition
than that of the Hon. Member for West Middle-
sex. :

Mr. NOTMAN said he should very reluctantly
support the motion to refer the Bill to a Select
Committee, and he did not think he should ulti-
mately support the Bill. Such legislation as
that proposed seemed to him to be entirely in
favor of the debtor and against the creditor, and

the effect of it would be injurious alike to the
farmer and to the country. He (Mr. Notman)
was told that such a measure would be highly
popular. But .e had not heard any demand for
it in his county, and he thought his. eonsti-

‘tuents would be of the same opinion as himself

in regard to it, namely, that it would have a
most disastrous effect in Upper Canada. )

Mr. FERRES said, whatever might be the
opinion of Hon. gentlemen, in reference to the
principle of exempting Homesteads, it was im-
possible that they could.go for sucha Bill as this.
It began at the wrong end. . The exemption pro-
posed was only to thé estent of $600. Why
this sum, in most cases, would not more than
cover the bunildings, and what was the use of
exempting the building if the farmer were de-
prived of the privilege of working the land ?
The only exemption which, in his opinion, could
be beneficial, was a certain quantity of land, so
that, if a man was unfortunate enough to fall
into difficulties, he might not be deprived of the
means of supporting himself and family.

Mr. WILSON said the object of the bill was
to allow the debtor to retain certain portions of
his property ir case of sales under execution. It
would, undoubtedly be beneficial to the debtor.
Men ere often unavoidably involved in debt,
and it seemed hardly just that all their property
should be sacrificed, to meet the claims of their
creditors. The injury to the debtor was that he
was deprived, with his family, of the means of
subsistence, discouraged from further effort to
regain his former position, aud often compelled
to cxile himself from the country. For mere
debt, no person should be placed in such aposi-
tion. The loss of a citizen was an injury to
society. The expenditure of even one man and
his family, in the coursc of & year; was of consi-
derable importance to the revenue of, the
country; and his services were of great value.
Living so near to the United States, it was de-
sirable to assimilate our laws as far as possible
with theirs, and by offering equal inducements
to debtors, prevent them from leaving the coun-
try. Under our present laws, persons were al-
lowed to retain their wearing apparel, tools and
portions of their furniture, generally worth in
all about $300. The question was whether they
should extend that law and make it embrace
landed property to a certain amount. It was
necessary, however, to make such changes cau-
tiously, and,in their sympathy for the debtor;not
to overlook the claims of the reditor. (Hear, hear.)
A man should not be allowed to retain the pro-
posed amount, in cases where he held as xuch
in the right of his wife. Another important
question was, whether the amount exempted
should be proportionate to the circumstances of
the debtor ; whether a man who had been worth
property, to the amount of ten thousand dol-
lars, should not have a larger exemption than
the man who was worth as many hundred dol-
lars. That point required careful consideration.
The object of the law was to preserve a portion
of the property for the.. debtor. and
to give the man a chance to bue:r
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The principle was not new ; the question was
upon its cxtention, and its application to
lands, as well as goods and chattels. He
did not pledge himsclf to support any of the
Homestead bills, before the. House, in all their
details, but he would vote for the second read-
ing of this bill,or for sending it to a Select Com-
mittee.

Mr. STIRTON said the subject " was one
upon which there was a good deal of feeling in

the country, and it bad been the burden of many

petitions from many of the western counties. He
thought there was an urgent necessity for such
a measure. He regarded the credit system, as
the root of all the evil—(bear, hear)—and a
Homestead law, similar to that existing
in many of the States, would be effectual in put-
ting down the system of buying nad selling on
credit. In the part of the country he came
from, the mechanics were accustomed to manu-
facture much larger stocks of goods than were
. required in the neighbourhood, and they em-
ployed men to go through the country, and float
off those articles on the public, taking notes of
hand inreturn. The same system was followed
by many of the merchants, who purchased larger
stocks of goods than were needed, and established
branches of their business in different parts of
the country, and sold on credit. People were
thus induced to purchase what they did not

need, hoping ‘for better times; they were often”

disappointed, and the result was of course dis-
tress to all parties. By abolishing the credit
system, thesc cvils would be remedied, and the
tendency would be to increaze thestandard of
honor,and honesty among men, for only the honest
would obtain credit at all. Some measure of
the kind was unquestionably needed, and he
hoped to hear the subject fully discussed.
Mr. GOWAN said he was guite ready to vote
for sending the bill to a Committee, but he
. did not wish to be understood as opposing its
principle. He would do this because he knew
that the great evils so wellrepresented as existing
in Upper Canada, were by no means cxagge-
‘rated, but rather understated, and be wished to
have the causes of those evils carefully inquired
into, for the purposc of adopting a remedy. He
did not however believe it right that any meas-
“ ure should be passed to enable a man to escape
the payment of his debts.. But he might be
asked what remedy he would propose ? Well,
he would say, that he would give no power to
recover debts under a certain amount, and that
would put an end to the Credit system so
fraught with evil. He belicved that nine-
teuths of the expenses of the country were for
law costs; and it was quite evident that they
must be very great, for in every county they
supported a host of lgwyers, of judges, sheriffs,
bailiffs, and. othber bharpies in every form, who
were of no advantage at all, even to the credi-
tor.. If creditors could not recover small debts,
they would not give credit excepting where they
were quite sure of payment, and thus would
not prevent the honest man from being accom-
. modated. This would do away with the small

courts and all their attendant evils. Let the
existing small debts be wiped out, but afler
that let there be no law to provide for their re-
covery, and much of the misery that now ex-
isted, would cease.

Mr. McMICKEN admitted that there existed
great troubles in Upper Canada, which would
be removedif we had a wholesome Bankruptey
Law, but if we could not get that, he would, at
any rate, accept a Homestead Exemption Law
as an iostalment of justice. A Bankruptcy
Law, and a Usury Law should go together. He
was willing to accept the principle of the bill,
but he did not say that he approved of its details.
It might be that they would require great mo-
difications. He did not know anything of the
working of such laws at home, but he under-
stood they existed in the United States, and no
doubt we could procure information to guide us
in the passing of one for Canada. He did not
think, however, that it would do to send the
bill to 2 Committee of the Whole House, but it
should be referred to a Special Committee that
would take pains to understand the subject, and
to furnish the House with data to enable it to
come to safe conclusions. He would go forthe
second reading.

Hon. Mr. MOWAT—It was clear that the

-members for Lower Canada did not regard this

bill as.in the interest of their section of the Pro-

" vince, but-if they would assist the Upper Ca-

nada members, who were in a large majority in
its favour, to pass it, he would assure them that
they would restrict its application to Upper Ca-
nada. He regarded the bill as a very important
one, and one much needed, and much desired
in the West. With respect io its details
there might be much difference of opinion, but
they could be arranged in Committee, and ag
the 2nd reading merely affirmed the principle,
no one who voted for it, was committed to them.
Nothing attributed so much to stimulate & man’s
industry, as the kuowledge that he would be
able to retain the fruits of it, but without some
such law, he could not be sure that he would
be able to do so. If the bill passed, after a man
had paid_his debts, he might ge on. acquiring
property, and what he so acquired would be
safe. It was important that in a new couutry,
means should be adopted to induce an attach-
ment to the soil and to create the patriotic sen-
timents which could only result from such at-
tachments. He saw no harm in the bill, even
ag introduced, for it did not exempt & Home-
stead from seizure for taxes, or assessments, or

‘for debts contracted for the purpose of building

the house, or for debts created previous to the
passage of the Law. If the bill became law,
traders would know under what circumstances
they gave credit, and they would be on their
guard. There were Homestead Exemption
laws, in 16 of the United States, and he had not
heard that, after any such law had been passed,
there was a desire or an attempt to repeal it.
This was very important, and it showed that
the American people were well satisfied: with
the working of those laws, But in fact both in
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Upper and Lower Canada the principle had been
admitted. In the former section ofthe Province
it had been so well approved, that it was
afterwards extended, and nowit embraced wear-
ing apparel, stoves and other things, and tools
to the value of $60 he belicved. Then if the
orinciple had been found to work well, why
should it not be extended? It was absurd to
say that the principle of the bill was not re-
cognized. For a man may settle property insuch
a manner that it cannot be seized. The law
will not permit a man to secure his own property,
but it will permit him to securo that of another.
So that according to the law of Upper Canada,
a man may do for anothér what he cannot do
for himself. He can tie up his property in such
3 manner that no man can touch it. Therefore
the principle of the bill is recognized by exist-
ing Iaw, In addition to this, we bave the cx-
perience of the working of the proposed system
in the United States. There it had been adop-
ted all over the Union, inState after State. And
why should we not have the best law of the
United States adopted here, with such modifica-
tiona as would benecessary. We ought to have
all the advantages here that they have in the
States. Again he would repeat that that the
principle of the Bill was a valuable one. Its
propriety had been proved by the experience of
many countries ; and he hoped that it would be
established here. It was true that Lower Ca-

nada would be opposed to it; but that was no’

reason why it-should not be applied to Upper
Canada, where it was demanded.
Mr. SIMPSON thought the laws in Lower
Canada, on tbe subject of debtor and creditor,
were much superior to those in Upper Canada.
He thought this measure was of a nature to be
investigated by the Committee appointed to con-
sider the law affecting debtors and creditors,
and hoped the House would pass it at the sec-
ond reading, if merely as a matter of form, in
order that it might go to that Committce.
Mr. ROBINSON argued that this law was not
to be condemned as being & Yankee importa-
* tion, for many American State papers and State
laws were very ably drawn up, and embodied
noble prmclples In support of this view he
quoted the views of Lord Derby and others. He
proceeded to remark that in Alabama 40 acres
of land were exempted by law. In Arkansas,
personal property alone was exempt. In Cali-
fornia, land, and a dwelling house, to the value
of $5,000 were exempt, and was that a country
to which emigrants were attracted less than to
Upper Canada? Did not the exemption law
. work well there? In Delaware they had & simi-
“lar law. In Florida, besides personal property,
they exempt 40 acres. In Georgis, 50 acres.
In Illinois, personal property and land to the
extent of $1,000. In Indiana the same. In
Towa personal property, real property to the
extent of $1,000, besides. 40 acres of land. In
Kentucky, one of the finest States of the Union;
the amount exempted was $600. In Lomsxann,
real property to the extent of $1,000 was exempt,
and exempt, too, from seizure on account of

taxes or purchase money. New Orleans was

the centre of most of the commercial transactions
of the South,yet the exemption law could do no
injury there. Maine was in a very similar pos-
ition to Canada, and an exemption law had been
in force for many years there.- In Maryland no
slaves could be touched for debt. InMasgsacha-
getts, the strict integrity of whose people, in
commercial transactions was well known, they
had a Homestead Law, and it did not become
Hon. members to pooh-pooh such legislation
here. In Michigan, a State something. like our
own country, $500 worth of personal property
and 40 acres of land were exempt. In Missis-
sippi and Missouri,personal property alone were
exempt. In New Hampshire, besides personal
property, $500 worth of land were exempt. In
New Jersey, the same. In New York, personal
property to & very considerable amount was ex-
empt, the list being too iong for bim to intro-
duce on his paper, and yet, in that commercial
community, 31000 worth of real estate was ex-
empted, while it had not injured commercial
confidence at all. In North Carolina, they had
much the same kind of law. In Ohio—and surely
the reputation of Ohio was high, as an agricul-
tural country—they exempted personal property
and real estate to the'value of $500. In Penn-
sylvania, the same. In Rhode Island, personal
property was exempt. In South Carolina, per-
sonal property and real property to the value of
$500. In Tennessee, an old and prosperous
State, & Homestead Law} had been in force for
many years. In Texas, to which many German
emigrants went, they exempted personal pro-
perty to a vast amount, real property to the
value of $2000, and 200 acres of land. In Ver-

| mont, an old State, real estate worth $500 wag

exempted In Virginia, the same. In Wiscon~
sim, 40 acres ofland were exempt. (Hear.] Now,

after baving shown that in most ofthe 32 States,
such legislation had found favor, he thought
some cousideration should be given to the sub-
ject here, and the six month’s hoist should not
be moved, as was threatened. Who had made
these exomption laws in Texas, Michigan, and
California? The sons of the men of New Eng-
land, where the law had been found to work so
well. (Hear. ) Humanity, too, putin aclaim in
connection with this system. Ourlaws, as now
enacted, favored the creditor at the expense of the
“Gebtor and his family. In Canada, the people
could not always avoid wmisfortunes, for our
staple products, wheat and timber, were liable
to more fluctuations than almost any others,
Wheat was one day worth 7s /@ 8s & bushel :
the next it was only worth 3. And so with lum-
ber, men worth £30,000 or £40,000, were ruined
the day after. (Hcar )} The mechumc, and the
small trader, had a right to some legislation’
as a protection against the consequences of these
vicissitudes. . The present law wag cruel, it gave
the creditor power o betj anuical over the rest
of the community, which way not entirely fair.

Our country, he considered,” was cursed with
cheap law, that was his idea. The Division
Courts han produced no substantial benefits to
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the country. We had itinerant Justices going
about, opening their Courts every fortnight,
causing costs for small sums of $16 or $20.
- Mr. DUNKIN—That was dear law, |
Mr. ROBINSON—Of course it was, hut it was
at first supposed it would be cheap. He knew
the carpenters and mechanics whom,in Toronto,
it affected—men as respectable as any body. They
got into difficul.y through  the dearth of labor,
and, without consulting their wives or children,
they procured provisions from the neighboring
store on credit, perhaps to the extent of 38 or
$10, intending to pay, and hoping to get labor
in a few duys to cnable them to do so. Bat the
term of creditsometimes expired before they could
earn the money, and down came the bailiff, the
family was ruined, the man turned a drunkard,
perhaps the woman did the same, and the poor
children were left to the charge of others in the
community. This was not mere imagination, it
was.truth. (Hear.]These division courts should be
doneaway with,or else we should have such a law
as the one proposed. (Hear.) Now, rich people,
when they married, made someo provision against
misfortune, in the way of marriage seitlement,
but there was no such law for the advantage of
the poor man. This Homestead Bill would in
fuct be a marriage settlement for the poor man,
both in the country, and in citics and towns,
and then equal justice could be afforded. The
details of the bill were possibly not the best that
could be .desired, but the principle was good,
aud he again said Hon. gentlemen ought not to
pooh-pooh it. (Hear.] It was said there was no
public feeling on this subject : that the people
had not come forward with petitions. Now he
had taken up a few newspapers, lately, and al-
most all ofthem contained some favorable allu-
sion to the question. Several Municipal - Coun-
cils had petitioned for such a law. It was one
which the people were beginning to feel was
necessary, and one which, were there a general
election to-morrow, would be made, to some ex-
tent, a test question at the polls. Thinking that
if it were passed, the people would be thankful,
and thatit would relicve to some exteat the mis-
eries the people now suffered under, from the
state of the Division Courts, he would heartily
support the secoud reading of the bill. (Hear.)
Mr. WALLBRIDGE said that he had not in-
tended to speak on this subject, but as 8o many
members, both on the Govt. and Opposition
sides, had spoken, and in so earnest a manner,
that he could but think that, in a matterof such
importance, the Govt. ought to have had a poli-
cy. It was upon matters in which the public
took ‘so ecxtensive and so earnest an interest
that it was the duty of the Govt. to have a
policy. The¥ seemed, however, to have none.
Not one of the Govt. had spoken ; they left it
to their supporters, and who, he was obliged to
say, had unconsciously paid the Govt. a very
bad compliment. The Hon. member for Wel-

land uttered a lamentable wail on behalf of his
constituents ; other members on the Govt. side
had done the sanme, and in the Opposi.ion the
members were generally in favor of it. It seemed
as if Upper Canada were in so bad a posi-
tion financially, that her members found
that they had to complain of the pay-
ment of their honest debts. He denied that the
people, generally, were in any such circum-
stances.  The people were well off, and indebt~
edness was the exception.  As the Govt. would
not protect the public he would not allow what
he thought was a libel on Upper Canads, to
pass without a denial. The peoplo were not
hankrapts, were indebted comparutively very
little, and an impression to tho conirary
should not go abroad ; Ministers ought to have
denied it, or ought to have found a remedy. The
Hon. member for Welland gave the Govt. a se-
vere reprimand, although he-was uncoascious of
it at the time. In his opinion a Bankrupt Law
would have cured’ all and rendered this Bill un-
necessary. Now who ought to have brought in
the Bill t Why, tho Govt. | And then not doing
it, was a just cause of complaint. - Why had'nt
the Hon. member the courage to tell them so ?
He did it in effect, but the Govt. saw that they
had nothing to fear from members who com-
plained in so complaisant & manner. If a per-

-son be really poor the Law now affords a protec-

tion. A debtor has a protection now to.the ex-
tent of £15 of property. He may be protected
totally from imprisonment. The wife's property
is protected entirely by the Act of last Session.
Men of property usually make out nuptial seitie-
ments. Now Hon. Members say we waat an ad-
dition to what we already have---a Bankruptcy
Bill and a Homestead Bill. Whatdoes the know-
ledge of business teach us? Why, if it be known
in. New York that a merchant bas made a
marriage scttlement, his credit is almost
ruined.  If you pass this Homestead Bill
you, in effect, make a ‘sctilement for every
one, and you will waterially affect - the
credit of the people. It is the duty of the Govt.
to watch over the credit of the country. and to
see that laws are not passed having so injurious &
tendency. But they:sit still; they have nothing
to say. This is an U. C. Bill, and U. C. bhas
nothing to say in legislation. ~ The mujority of
her representatives are denied all power in
the Govt. I caaonot refrain from referring
to the fact of the Atty. Gen: Eust, a short time
since, introducing at one time, a number of Bills
for L. C. But for U. C.;—whut Govt. wus there
to introduce Bills for her? We want lezislation
inU. C.,but the Atty, Gen. East dare nst iniro-
duce thein, for he has a majority againat him. He
would not have spoken, but U. C. should not
be insuch a position as to have a Govt. in which
she bas no influence and no voice.

(To be Continued.)
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HOMESTEAD BILL.
¢ (Concluded from our last No.)

Hon. Mr. SHERWOOD would not oppose the
bill being read a second time and sent to com-
mittee, a8, he believed, that its principle had
boen recognized already. At the same time he
did not belicve that there was that universal
cry throughout Upper Canada for this measure.
In the western portion of Upper Canada, it was
true there was an agitation for it ; but that sec-
tion did dot represent the whole of Upper Ca-
nada. So far from this measure being demand-
ed by the whole of Upper Canada, there was
not & single person in the part of the country
where he came from,who asked cither for the re-
peal of the Usury Laws,or the passing of a Home-
stead Law. (Hear, hear.) And yet the House was
told that the whole of Upper Canada demanded
a Homestead, Bill. There was no doubt that the
Western portion of Upper Canada was more in
debt than the Eastern-portion of it. The Wes-
tern portion was younger ; while the other sec-
tion was more established. And both sections
should not be sct down, as demanding & measure
which was, in fact, one asked for by one portion.
Again, it is said that the poor man will be bene-
fitted by knowing that he has alot of land
that vill soon be his own, and which will des-
cend 4o his family at his death, But, it scems
to be forgotten that the poor man could'not get
in without credit; and that there wus no pro-
vision to prevent ‘the poor man from mortgag-
ing his lot, and also to prevent the mortaga-~
gee selling the property, in default of payment.
Not only in this, but in other cases the law of
exemption would work as much ill as good.
Aguin, it behooved that thuse persons who
were in favor of the Homestead law, should show
its superior excellence. They should show that

the classes who came under the provisions of

the United States, were better oft than the same
classes here. And even if this ;were shown.
which was doubtful, the fact yet remained that
the pcople of the castern section of Upper (‘a-
nada had not yet desired this measure.

Mr. AIKINS said, representing as he did. a
lurge constituency in the West, he might be
presumed to know something of the feeling of
the people in that section of the country ou all
matters of public interest; and he must say that.
he had never heard of any agitation there in re-
ference to o Homestead Bill. It was a matier
af much surprise to him to hear the contrary as-
serted by Hon. gentlemen from both sections of
the Provinee. as regarded their respective lo-
calities.® [Nevertheless, he considered the prin-
ciple of the Bill & good one, and he should vote
for the second reading of it, in order that it
might be referred to 1 Sclect Committee. At
the same time, he hoped that, while baving in
view the interests of the debtor, the Committee
would not lose sight of those of the creditor.

Mr. McDOUGALL said he could not under
stand the objections urged to the Bill, in view of
the fact that there was no invasion of law, right,
or justice intended by it. It simply gave a man
the privilege of securing 2 portion of his pro-
perty against accident for the benefit of hix
family ; but he was only able to do this by baviny
the act registered, so thatevery one might know
the fact who was interested in being acquainted
with it, thus placing his creditors in no worse
position than that which they occupied at -
present. They had been told by the Hon. mem-
bers for Hastings and Peel, that such a measure.
was not required by the people in their sections’
of the country.  Well, if that were so, they
would not avail themselves of the benefit of the
Bill, as it wag entirely optional with parties to
do so or not as they pleased. None of the evils
which{seemed to be aunticipated from it could
then befall them. A Homestead Law had.
worked well in the States, and he thought they
‘might at least give it a trial here. L
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Mr. FERGUSON said he was one of those who
thought it was wrong to cover any man in his
iniquity. He believed it was just, and right, and
reasonable, that all men should be required to
pay their debts, and he had come to the deter-
mination if a Bankrupt Law was proposed---a
law which, in common language, had been justly
styled, & law to whitewash debtors---he should
oppose it to the utmost of his power. Hehad seen
too much of the evils of the Bankruptcey system.
Next to the debtor, the Jawyers were the people
who derived the greatest share of benefit from it.
He had seen men put under oath, and swearing
that they had given up all their property ; while
it had been conclusively shown, afterwards, that
they had committed perjury. But this Bill could
not be classed in the same category with a Bank-
rupt Bill. Neither could he sce what connection
it had with the Division Courts, which the Hon.
junior member for Toronto had spoken of so de-
precatingly. The Division Courts had worked
cxceedingly well, and noother Courts had given
the same satisfaction in Upper Capada which
they had done. The Judges were excellent men.
and instead of the lawyers being.the only men
benefitted by them, it was the community who
reaped the benefit of them. Instead of as much
keing paid for the recovery of a debt of £20, as
the debt itself, as was formerly the case, that
sum could now be recovered for 15s. Indeed,
he would be sorry to see the Division Courts in-
jured, and he only regretted that their jurisdic-
tion had not been extended still further by the
Bill of last Session. He looked upon the -Bill
before the House as a good one, and he had no
[doubt it would have o beneficial effect.

- The House then divided on the motion for the
second reading of the Bill, which was carried by
58 to 18.

YEas : — Messieurs  Aikins, Alleyn, Baby,
Beaubjen; Biggar, Bourassa, Brown, Burton,
Burwell, Jobn Cameron, Malcolm Ca.mcron,
(‘ampbell Carling, Caron, Cayley, Cauchon,
Clark, Cormor, Coutlée, Daly, Daoust, Désaul-
niers, Dorion, Dufresne, Ferguson, Finlayson,
Foley, Gould, Harcourt, Holmes, Labelle, Lan-
gevin, Lemienx, Attorney-General Macdonald,
A. P. Macdonald, McDougall, .\Ichu,'.\IcKellar
Solicitor General Morin, Mowat, Munro, Not-
man, Quimet, Piché, P]a)faxr Walker Powell,
Robinson, Dunbar Ro:.s, Rymal, R Ww. Scott
Sherwood, Short, Sidney Smlth Stirton, Tur-
cotte, White, Wilson, Wright.—ss. :

Navs.~—Messieurs Archambeault, Bell, Cha-
pais, Cimon, Cook, Dionne, Drummond, Dunkin,
Foster, Loux, John 8. Macdonald, Mattice,
McCann,. Patrick, Pope, William F. Powell,
Simard, Thibaudeau.—18. '

Mr. A. P. MACDONALD then moved that the
Bill be referred to a Select Committee, consist-
ing of Messrs. Sherwood, JI. Cameron, Foley I,
Roblin, Daly, McDougall, Stirton, Wi ilson, Ben-
Jamin, McGee, Mowat, Simpson, Ferguson, and the
Mover.~—Carried.

PUBLIC LANDS MANAGEMENT BILL.

On the motion of Attorney-General CARTIER,
the Bill from the Legislative Council, respecting”

the Sale and Management of the Public Lande,
was read a first time.
RAILWAYS CROSSING WATER COURSES.
On motion of Mr. COUTLEE, his Bill to
amend the Agricultural Act of Lower Canads,
so far as it affects Water Courses, which inter-
sect lines of Railway, was read a second time.
HAY AND STRAW.
.On motion of Mr. DESAULNIERS, his Bill t
fix the standard weight of Hay and Straw, was
read a sccond time.

CORRUPTION AT ELECTIONS.

Mr. GOYWWAN inoved the second reading of bie
Bill, for the more effectual prevention of corrup
practices at Elections. He said his Bill was nat
& mew one, but was merely designed to carry out
the existing law. In this, and almost ev ery
other country, the practise of bribery in soms
form had become far too common. Innumera-
ble means, direct and indirect, were employed
to influence men. in giving their votes..  This
was especially the case in large cities, and it
was very desirable that something should hs
done to check the practice. The existing law
denounced the evil, but there were no means of
carrying that law out. This Bill provided that
each cundidate should declare upon oath that he
would not in any way whatever, unduly influ-
ence his electors. * A violation of this oath was
made perjury, and the candidate was, by such
offence. to be unseated. He would have no ob-
jection that the Bill should go to a Select Com-
mittee for consideration and improvement.

Mr. WILSON would suggest some alteration
in the wording of the oath, but thought the prin-
ciple of the Bill excellent.

Hon. Attorney-General CARTIER said the
Government was desposed to favor any measures
tending to prevent corruption at elections. ~He
suggested that the Bill might appropriately he
referred to the Committee on Elections.

Mr. GOWAN thought that Committee tio
large : he would not object to a Select Commit-
tee of six or seven, named by the House.

Hon. Attorney-Genoeral CARTIER said the
name of the Hon. gentleman should be added to
the Comnmittee, and seven others struck off.

Hon. ATTORNEY-GENERAL WEST said a
similar Bill had been rejected last.session, on
account of the oath. There were conclusive
reasons why such oaths were objectionable. Sir
Robert Pecl, Lord John Russcll. and others, hat!
taken the ground, that men of sensitive feeling-
would be placed in an embarrassing position by
such oaths, and perhaps prevented from offer-’
ing themselves for Parliament. He (Hon, Atty
Gen.) supposed the present Bill was intended to
extend the provisions of the Bill of last scssion.
which Bill bad not yet heen fully tried. The
present was a suitable opportunity for delibe-
rately considering that Bill, and making any
alterations necessary, as there would pmbabl:,
be a long period bcfore a general e]ectwn——
(Langh?er.)
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Hon. J. S. MACDONALD was of opmxon thut
legislation on this subject would prove a failure
—it wonld be evaded just as the Lmum Law
had been.

Mr. MACDOUGALL said he would, before
long. introduce a Bill for the same purpose, em-
bracing several points which had been over-
looked in the Bill now offered. It was next to
impossible to prove a case of bribery with our
present laws, for the simple reason, thata person
giving cﬂdence as witness, was liable to crimi-
nate himself. The only remedy for this, was to
relieve the witnesa from the criminating conse-
quences of which he now stood in fear. Another
point of importance in the Bill he proposed to
intfoduce, was connected- with the assessment
roll. \t present, parties whose names were
slaced on the assessment roll, were required to
declare on oath, that they are the persons whose
uimes are on.the voters’ list. He proposed
making the oath declare theirright to havetheir
names on thatlist. It had been found, that in
many cases, names were on the list where)the
parties had not the leqmsxte quahﬁcntnons—-—
This was & serious loop-hole in the law.

Hon. ATTORNEY - GENERAL WEST.said
there was no loop-hole in the law. The names
were thoroughly winnowed before the rates
were taken.

Mr. MACDOUGALL boped soon to see Com-
mittees appointed in each township to examine
tke assessment rolls ; but at present, he believed
many of the voters’ lists were objectionable.
Under the Bill he propnsed, the voter would de-
clare himself qualified to be upon the roil.—
Those were the principal points h:eshonld bring
forward.

Mr. ROBINSOXN did not like to find the penal-
ties of the law which were very heavy, though,
perhaps, not too much so to attach only to the
candidate, he would wish to see them bearing
also upon the voter. Although much had heen
said of bribery and corruption as.prevailing in
Canada, yet, he did not believe they were prac-
tised to a greater extent than in England. It
was the practice there to send Commissioners
down to theplaces accused of having been dis-
tinguised by such bad practices during the elec-

tions, and -we had evidence of the extent to

which they had prevailed in Wakefield, Glou-
cester, and other places. Perhaps some similar
mode of proceeding might be adopted with equal
good effect in Canada. ?

Mr. GOWAN then moved that the Bill he re-
ferred to a Special Commirtee, to be composed of
Hon. Messrs. Skerwood, Sandfield JMacDonald, and
Sicotte, and Messrs, Dufresne, Coutlée, Benjamz'n
Tureotle, and the Mover.

Hon. Mr. MOWAT said that besides the ob-
jects proposed, there was another branch to the
subject which should not be lost sight of.—
When an election contest had taken place, and a
number of the electors were satisfied that the
party said to bave been clected, was not, in fact,
lawfully veturned, it was absurd and wrong in
the last degree, that because of some trifling in-
formality in the recoguizances, they should not

be able to go with their petition, and that in
fact, théy should be left without a remedy. As
the law now stood they could not proceed,
though they might be willing tocorrect the error,
and to deposit the requisite amount, or double
the amouns of money ag sccurity in the Speaker's
hands. It was highly important that this state
of things should come to an end. But this was
not the only thing that required attention. By
Mr. McKenzie's Bill, evidence could be taken
hefore Parliament mct and jt was in the inter-
ests of justice that it should be done, but since
the repeal of that law, it could not be. The
consequence was, that it was not until Parlia-
ment met, that proceedings could be commenced,
and they were attended with such delays that a
member who had a seat, to which he had not
been rightfully elected, could retain for two or
three sessions, before the man really chosen hy
the electorscould succeed indispossessing him ot
it. Tt was only a few days ago that such a case
had been decided, and although we were now
well advanced in the third session, there was
yet an election contest undecided, and although
it was expected soon-to be, vet there might he
further delays. It was positively outrageous
that there should be no other remedy for such
injustice, thau that now furnished by the elec-
tion law, and he tbought the Committee should
direct their attention to the subject, with the
iew of suggesting an adequate remedy.

Attorney General MACDONALD said that in
his opinion the only effectual mode of putting
an end to the evil sought to be remedied by the
Bill was by removing the enquiry out of the
House altogether.  The ends of justice would,
no doubt, be fur better furthered by committing
the trial to the Judges, who would proceed to
the spot where the fraud or violence had oc-
curred, and then and there examine witnessea
and try the case. This method would remove
the matter entirely from the House, and ensure
a speedy verdict. At the same time, it would
prevent charges of partiality, or corrupt motives
from being advanced sazainst members of the
House, who were engaged in the trial of such
matter. In expressing these opinions, howerer,
he did not wish to be understood as speaking
for the Government. He was simply expressing
his own opinions.

Hon. Mr. DORION was glad to hear his Hon.
friend express the opinion he Lad dope. Those
who were acquainted with the prezent law could
not but know that it was a complete failure;
while there was every reason to expect that 1l
proposed law would work well and completely
meet the case. 1t was this same law that had
been applied in Municipal elections, and it had
been found to work admirably ; and there was
no reason to doubt of its giviag the same satis-
faction’ when applied to Legislative election
contests. It had been objected that the proposed
law would have the effect of mixing the Judges
up with polities—but he did not fear such inju-
rious results; while he was sure that it would
ensure prompt justicee. The only thing that

would effectually work out & remedy was tke
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certainty of punishment. Let it be understond
that the fraunds practiced at elections would be
promptly- tried, and punished, and that the
seat would be declared void before the ensuing
meeting of the House, and a preat end of justice
would be accomplished. It was not the present
uncertain system that would ensure purity of
elections.  That could onlighie brought ubout by
prompt umlstrong action. It. was his opinion
that a still more effectunl mode of putting down
bribery and corruption—and that was by con-
tining the clection to one day.  Every one con-
“versant with the subject must know that most of
the bribery and corruption which took plice,
took place on the second day. The {riends of the
candidates bad then an opportunity of calcula-
ting their chances, and accordingly there was
more inducement to bribe. - e proposed tu put
an end to this.  There might be as many polling
places as necessary ; but only one day should
be allowed for polling. It was his intention to
introduce a Bill on the subject.

Hon. J. 8. MACDONALD did not concur in
these¢ opinions. le did not approve of the
House giving up any of its privileges. Nor did
he consider that there was any necessity for it,
since the same  object could Lie obtained other-
wise. The laws relating to votersare now much
simiplified.  There is not now, owing to the Re-
aistration of Voters Act, thesame trouble to be
wone through as a Committee on u contestec
electivn formerly had ; and this was the hardess
part of their task—trying who were voters and
who were not. It was absurd to say that the
House could not as well try those cascs, as
Jadges—many ot whom have been known to act
purtially before uow.  The principle charges in
such cases were fraud, rivt and bribery, and all
tiese things could easily he disposed of, and the
ciection declared void---aceording to circum-
sances---before the ensuing meeting of the
touse.  In all such cases, let the House decide.
He would not consent to delegate this privilege
of the House to any body.

Dr. CONNOR thought this was a most impor-
tunt discusdion. He imagined that the tribunal
which now tried contested elections, was of a
most unsatistactory nature. The House had to
ubdicate its authority, and it was a common

" questiou, when an election Committee was ap-
pointed, * who iz upon the Conimitee 7 fur it
wus felt that the decision would mainly depend
upon its personal composition.  (Hear, and no,
no.) ‘The judges of the Iand, who were above
suspicion of purtiality or partisanship, superior
13 ministerial or any other influence, would be
w far better tribunal far trying contested clec-
tions, than the purest Commitice of the House,
and he thought the Attorney General West,
should have brought in a measure upon the
subject. The Ascessors might overvalue an
elector’s property, in order to give him a vote,
and the oiath proposed to be required by the
member for North Uxford ‘would remedy that
evil, for people did not like to swear unless

they were quite well assured they were able t,
do so safely. However, thia only met hw

difficulty, for the men kept off would have no
redress. He knew of cases ofproperty worth$300
or 3400 put down to S100 under the pretence of
saving taxes to the owners, when in point of fact
it was to rob them of their votes. The Attorney
General West said that these things would, in
course of time,right themselves, and also that
on application to the Revision Court or to the
Judges of {he County Courts, the rolls could he
corrected but in this country we have not men
of great wealth and great family influence who
were interested in keeping the representation in
ceriain hands, and who consequently watched
over everything that was likely to impair their
strength. He wanted the Committec : consider
these things. ; .

Mr. MeDOUGALL—~-What remedy would you
propose Dr. CONNORS? This was a question of
such vast importance, that he thought the Min-
istry should have dealt with it themselves, for as
they assumed to rule the country, they ought not
to leave to private members, and especially to
those of the Opposition, to deal with it. The
proposition of the member for North Oxford,
went only helf of the way, and without offering
a suggestion as to the further remedy, he would
say thut if the Government did not take up the
tnatter themselves, some of the members of it
should be put on the Committee that the House
might have the benefit of their views.

Mr. W. F. POWELL went half way with the
wmember for North Oxford, but he did not like
bk imputations, for he had said that it was
only necessary to know the complexion of n
Committee to know what decision they would
come to. He might speak for his own side of the
Housq, but he had no right to speak for the
other, and he was sure his (Powell's) friends
would not plead guilty to such a charge. Then
he did nat sce there was any necessity for hiz
Milesian friend to get so warm as he insisted
upon both ovdinary and extraordihary questions.

Dr. CONNOR had never seen old Ireland.

Mr. W. F. POWELL---In & matter like this
our Legislation should be above suspicion, and
every member should lend his help in purifyiny
the atmosphere of the House. It had been said
that no previous Parliament had been elected
through such fraud as the present, but this le
did not believe, and at any rate, no previous
Parliament had done so much for the purpose
of preventing bribery and corraption at future
elections.

Dr. CONNOR---How ? What bad been done?

Mr. W. F. POWELL---Well we had passed a
Franchise Law, and one for the Registry of
Voters, buth of which would go a long way in
that direction. The Hon. member for Corn-
wall was opposed to removing inquiries into
alleged improprieties from the House itself, on
thé ground that we thus abnegated ourfunctions,
but he did not sce the force of this, for, after the
Commissioner had taken evidence,the House had
to receive it and decide. He would go for re-
enacting some simple mode analogous to the
procedure under the McKenzic Bill. The debate
had been rather discoursive, but it had hardly



March 19, 1860.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

&

b

touched one of the greatest sources of bribery
and corruption which prevailed at elections,viz.,
the keeping of housez of entertainment open, as
was the case in Toronto on the last occasion.
This needed to be remedied.” As to multiplying
onths, he questioned the propriety of this, for in
the heat of contest people would swear without
that discretion which, in more sober moments
they would exercise.

Mr. McNOUGALL---In case of a man of no
property ..: all, what would youdo?

Mr. W. F. POWELL--This was not o likely
case, and at any rate, before he could bein a pos-
ition to swear, his name must be upon the Roll,
and in order to its being the Asscssor who was
sworn must have perjured himself. He thought
the remedy now existing for all such cases, viz..

- that of submitting the Roll to the Court of Re-
vision or the County Judge was a good one.

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Quebee, March 21, 1860.

Hon. Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
o'clook.

GROWING TIMBER.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN reported the Bill to protect
growing timber, with amendments, which were
ordered to be printed.

GAME LAWS.

Hon. Col. PRINCE introduced a Bill to alter
the Game Law3 of Upper Canada. The ohject
oi'the Bill, the Hon. gentleman explained, was
to prevent game being killed out of season—and
algo, to prevent strangers coming to Canada
from’ the other side and carrving off large
quantities of game to the Hotels and poultry
houses of New York, for sale. At present, the
wame of Canada was becoming very scarce, and
an immediate remedy was demanded to prevent
worse consequences. The time up to which
deer, wild turkeys, and bear, were at present
killed, was far tuo late, as he knew from ex-
perience ; and he hoped that a change would
be made. He appealed to the House as an old
sportsman, to support him in this measure. The
game of the country wasa great inducement for
people to come and reside in it. [t-was the
game which induced bim to come and reside
her .~ And it was but right that proper steps
should be taken to preserve it, before our woods
became as scarce of game as the Western por-
tion of the United States are likely to become
of the buffalo. It was a shameful thing that
hunters should have such unlimited license
there. The skin was all the animal wus killed
for, and its meat was left to rot. The cowardly
manner in which the moose was killed, in our
own country, was also reprehensible. The ani-
mal was not killed in a sportsmanlike manuer.
It was surrounded in its homestead by a party
of men, led thither by an Indian for $10, and

-befal them.

shotdown like an ox. He (Hon. Col. Prince)
claimed to be the father of the Game Law in
Canada, and claimed’ the support of the House
on this, ns on former occasions. Henever knew
2 good huntsman or a good sportsman that was
not a good fellow. (Hear, hear.)

The Bill was then read a first time.

REGISTRATION IN LOWER CANADA,

Hon. Mr. MOORE introduced a Bill to facilitate
the Registration of Titles in Lower Canada.
The Bill was read a first time.
STEAMBOAT SECURITY.

Hon. Col. PRINCE moved the sccond read-
ing of the Bill to secure the safety of passengers
on board steamboats. The Bill had for its oh-
Jject, to compel the owners of steamboats to pro-
vide masts and sails for their vessels—so that -
in cuse of any accident happening to the ma-
chinety, the vessel might still be navigable. It
was a mostextraordinary thing, the Hon. gentle-
man said, that such 2 Bill as this had not been
introduced before this. His attention had been
drawn to this subject by an accident which oc-
curred some time ago on Lake Huron, which,
but for the fortunate interpositionof Providence,
would have plunged the first families in the land
into mourning. The Hon. gentleman alluded
to the disaster which befel the steamer Plougyk-
boy, last Summer, by the breaking of the ma-
chinery, upon which the vessel became un-
manageable, and for the want of proper masts’
or sails, drifted at the mercy of the waves. . At
present, there existed a Board of Steamboat In-
spectors—to whom it was provided in the Bill,
the power should be committed, of examining
all steamers, and compelling those navigating
the lakes, to bave the necessary masts and sails
to render them safe, in case any accident should
The necessity for such a Bill must
be patent to every mind, It had nothing arbi-
trary about it, 23 would be made to appear more
fully when investigated hy the Special Committee
to which it was bis intention to commit it, it’
Hon. gentlemen wounld—and he had no doubt
that they would—allow it to be vead a second
time.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET reminded: the
Hon. gentleman that aprovision, similar to what
he sought for, was already provided in the Con-
solidated Statutes; but he was not sure but that
the present Bill might be enacted, in order to
make the provisions of the Act more plain. At
present, steaniers were required to be furnished
with masts, but there seemed {o be no provision
as to sails.  However, the Inspectors, to whom
the power of looking after those things would
be connmitted, would, of course, not compel all
steamers to carry masts and sails. There were
some navigating narrow waters where such ap-
pendages would be useless. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Mr. MOORE thought that great caution.
should be exhibited in thiz matter, There were
several persons who had invested very large
sums of money in steamers, some years ago—
and since then, the investment, owing to the
competition of railroads, had not proved profit-
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able. The effect of the present Bill would be to
suddle those persons with a great additional ex-
pense.  In case the Bill went to Committee, he
hoped that then those things would be taken
into consideration.

Hon. Mr. Campbell would like to know if the
proposed measure would affect American steam-
ers coming to our ports?

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGKNET replied in the
negative. .

The Bill was read a second time, and referred
to a Special Committee, composed of the Hon.
Messrs. Armastrong, Forrier, DeBlaguidre, Taché,
and the Mover.

INTEREST.

Hon. Col. PRINCE asked leave to withdraw
his Bill to alter the present legal rate of interest.
The Hon. gentlemaun said, that this Bill had
been conceived with charitable intentions; and
he was not quite sure that he was doing right
in asking leave to have it withdrawn. How-
ever, under the circumstances, he felt that he
had no other alternative. Sometime before the
meeting of the present Parliament, he had oc-
casion to go among the poople from his part of
the country, and he had heard on, every side,
loud complaints against the present law ; and
he was told, that when the -session opened, he
would receive numerous petitions against it, to
present to the HHouse. It was not one petition,
or a dozen, but bushels, that he was led to ex-
pect. But, notwithstanding all these professions,
e had not received a single petition. He could
not make bricks without straw. Petitions were
the pedestals on which Acts of Parliament were
fuunded ; and, wanting those, he bad no other
course left but to withdraw his motion. Be-
sides, although he never helda caucus, he knew
very weil by the feeling of the House, that it
would be hetter for him. to withdraw his motion.
He believed that Canada wonld be benefitted by
earning a character for stability in her legisla-
tion, which she could not do it she changes her
laws every year—and doubtless, in England,
the stability of our Province had a great deal
to do with her credit. Under all these circum-
stances, he hegged leave to withdraw hismotion.

Hon. Mr. MURNEY regretted that the Hon.
gentleman was about to withdraw his motion—
as he helieved, that the existing state of things
demanded the repeal of the Usury Laws. He
was sorry to see, that, under the presentsystem,-
money-lenders had ceased to be gentlemen, and
had become sharpers and swindlers, who were
not satisfied until they had their forty per cent.
on their loans.

SirE. P. TACHE reminded the Hon. Col. Prince
that there were seventy-five petititions pre-
sented against the existing law last Session, and
regretted that the Usury Laws had been repeal-
ed, and the punishment attacbed to the heads
of'them abolished. It was not fair, he consider-
ed, to contrast this province with England, for
there there was plenty of money, while here there
was not, and consequently there should be some
check on the cupidity of the money lender. The

Hon. gentleman then went on to say that it had
been asserted that Lower Canada ruled Upper
Canada—but that was not the case. Lower Ca-
nada bad always opposed the repeal of the
Usury Law, because the law was respected
there. Lower Canada had voted agninst change
in the Court of Chancery, after the House had
established it, on the ground that it had not had
a fair trial ; and that for the same reason Lower
Canada would not vote against the repeal of
the Usury Laws, h>cause they had not had a
fair trial. It was : ndeniable that Upper Cana-
da bad not given the present law g fair trial,
and, in his opinion, it ought to have a fair trial,
before it was repealed.

Hon. Mr. FERRIER approved of the existing
Law. - Under it money ‘flowed into the

‘country, and . would doubtless continue to flow

until the country was enriched. The public
mind was becoming settled, and it would be a
pity to disturb it,by repealing « Law which was
beginning to work well.

Hon. Mr. BOULTON strongly condemned the
existing Law regarding interest. He had, he
whs sorry to say, been instrumental in bringing
in the Bill to repeal the Usury Laws; he wished
that now he had an opportunity of voting
against the bill. He believed that it had beest
productive of the worst results. No onc conld
pay the rate of interest demanded,—twenty per
cent., in many cases, and keep themselves from
ruin. The abolition of the Usury Laws had
been tried in the States, but in New York State
a law had been passed to reduce the rate of
interest to six per cent.,—a fact which did not
speak well for theexisting law.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN had regretted to hear that
the Usury Laws had been abolished, but now
they were abolished, the existing law ought to
have a fair frial. No good could come from
hasty and fickle legislation. A great deal had
been said about the class of the money lender,
but he could assure the House that the men
who took their twenty, thirty, or forty per cent.,
from poor farmers, were farmers themselves.

Hon. Mr. DEBLAQUIERE concurred in the re-
mdrks that the existing law had not had
a fair trial, and went on to remark that
experience had shown that criminal Laws could
never restrict or control the cupidity of money
lenders, and to do away with the existing Law,
would be toopen the door to the most nefarious
transactions. :

Hon.Mr, VANKQUGHNET would not discuss
the merits or demerits of the question, but he
could not help saying that he thought that
his Hon. friend (Col. Prince) had acted in ac-
cordance with the feeling of the House, when
he asked for leave to withdraw his motion, and
he hoped that the bill would be withdrawn. He
had heard arguments both in and out of the
House and had also read them in the Public
print, against the existing law, but it occurred
to bim that’this wasnot the time to do so. There
never could be a more improper time to
glter our money law, than in atime of panicand
misfortune, such as the Province had undouht-



March 20, 1860.]

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. , . 7

edly gone through. Besides, no good came of
n display of fickleness, in passing Laws one
day, and repealing them the next. A greatdeal
had bcen said about the high rate of interest
which had been taken for money, but he
put it to the Hon. gentleman to say whether it
would be better to borrow money even at forty
per cent..or to have one's goods and chattels sac-
rvificed by the Sheriff. Those who borrow seem-
ed certainly to choose between the least of two
evils, Somec people even went so far as to ats
tribute the late misfortunes which befel far-
mers to the repeal ofthe Usury Laws. With
equal justice, was it said that it was his (Mr.
Vaukoughnet's) appointment to the office of Min-
ister of Agriculture, that cause the plague of
the weevil. (Laughter.) He hoped that the
bill would he withdrawn.

Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR thought it wise in the
Hon. gentleman withdrawing his Bill. It was a
bill that would not be acceptable. Uncertain
legislation was a most unfortunate thing for
any country, and Canada should be exempted
from it. Besides, he considered that the
-present Law had not had o fuir trial.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON assured the House that
the people
sire n repeal of the existing law, (hear, hear)
and stated that to his own knowledge, money
could now be had in places in Upper Canada at
cight per cent. Itwasabsurd to regulate the rate
of interest by Legislation. It mustbe regulated
by the supply and demand. (Hear, hear.)

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL coutended that the
present Law bad had the pleasing effect of bring-
ing English capital into the country, which, to
liis own knowlege, had Leen invested at as low
a rate as eight per cent., on good sccurity.
(Hear, hear.) In that part of the country where
he came from, money could be bad for seven or
cight per cent., on good security.

Hon. Mr. ALEXANDER condemned the fre-
qitent changes in our Legislation, but, at the
same time, admitted that jt could be shown
that legislation could, at the present monent,
be introduced which would greatly benefit the
people: It would he most desirable to prevent
the Banks from charging too high a rate of ip-
terest. No legitimate trade could levy more
than eight per cent., and why should not the
House, cven ut the risk of being charged within-
stability, adopt a permaneut policy, in which
both our home capitalists and foreign capitalists
could rely. He hoped that if the Hon. gentle-
man withdrew his Bill, that some other Hon.
gentleman would introduce a similar one.

Hon. Mr. MOORE reminded the House that a
similar bill had been introduced into the other
Bruncl of the Legislature, end the opinion of
thit House had been pronounced against its
pringiple—so that another bill on the same sub-
jeet could ndt be entertained there.

Hon. Col. Prince was glad to see that the ex-
isting law was not approved of by the entire
House. It had been said during the course of
this discussion that the present law introduced
money—but he was sure that this was not the

of Upper Canada did not de-|

fact. There was no evidence of such a happr
state of things. Much stress had been laid on
this fact—and, as an evidence of it, the adver-
tisements in the paper of money to lend had
been reduced. But he knew from experience
that those advertisements were merely puffs to
bring people into notice. A gentleman at Ham-
ilton,~—he would not mention names, as he was
not present to defend himself, had advertized
money, in this manner; and he (Col. Prince)
had written to him twice on behalf of some
clients who wanted to borrow; upon which he
was told that it was all lent. What was his &s-
tonishment, however, tosee the same advertise-
ment in the paper the week after. (Laughter)
While asking leave to withdraw his- Bill, he
must express his satisfaction at the -digcussion
which it had produced.
The Bill was then withdrawn.

MESSAGE.

A message was then read from His Excel-
lency the Governor General, giving leave of ab-
sence for the Session, to the Hon. Charles Wil-
son.

The House then adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, March 20, 1860.

Mr, SPEAKER touk the chair at. Qhrcc o'clock.
BILLS INTRODUCED AND READ A FIRST

R

BiL to incorporate the Art. Association of
Montreal.—Mr. Dunkin.

Bity (from the Legislative Council) to abolish
the use of Grand Jurors in Recorders’ Courts in
Upper Canada.—Hon. Mr. Howat.

BrLy to incorporate the Common of Berthier.
—Mr. Piché.

BiLw to legalize the proceedings’of the Board
of Notaries in thé District of Kamouraska.—Mr.
Chapats,

BiuL to authorize the sale of the site of St.
George’s Church, in the town of Guelph, in the
County of Wellington, and to acquire another
site in lieu thereof ; and toriaise a sum of money
on mortgage of the latter, for the purpose of
erecting & new Church thereon.—Mr. Stirton.

Brit to amend the Act concerning the election
of Members of? the Legislature, Chap. 6 of the
Consolidated Statutes of this Province.—Mr.
Dorion.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN LOWER
. CANADA.

Hon. Mr. ALLEYN delivered a Message from
His Excellency the Governor General, accom-
panying certain resolutions respecting the Ad-
ministration of Justice in Lower Canada.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER then said that before
asking the House to go into Committee on the
resolutions relating to the Administration of
Justice in Lower Canada, he would make a few
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observations respecting them. The principal
object of them was to apply to the districts of
Quebee, Montreal, Three Rivers, Gaspé, St.
Francis, Kamouraska, and Ottawa, the pro-
visions of the Judicature Act of 1857. Hon.
members would remember that by that Acta
tund was created in the new districts, to assist
in paying the Jurors, and in the maintenance of
the Courts of Justice, as well as for the purpose
of constructing Gaols and Court-houses. When,
In 1857, he had had the honour of introducing
that Bill, he had intended, as a consequence of
the new system. that the provisions of it wonld,
at some fature time, have to he applicd to the
district of Montreal, as well as all the others
kunown as “old disiricts.” But he hoped Hon.
members representing constitnencics within these
districts, would not be frightened at the extension
of the system at so early- a day, for there were
. several sources “applicable to the -proposed
« Building and Jury Fund.” which would pre-
vent it pressing heavily on the Municipalities,
Tu tact. the same sources which are to swell the
Fund in the new districts, would be appropriated
for the same purpose in the old ones, Small
fees, on numerous causcs, would make up n
Jarge fund.  (Hear.) Therewas a clause inthe
recolutions. relative to the proportion of exvense
to be horne by the Corporations 6F:Qucl»u(- anid
Montreal, which needed some explanation. Tu
the districts in which those cities were, threc-
fourths of the prisoners belonged to the cities
proper.  The cities ought, therefore, to pay a
wreater amount towards defraying the expendi-
ture, on account of the mxintenance of prisoners,
than the rest of the district in which they were.
This was why he had provided in the 1st reso-
jution, that “the local Municipalities or Corpo-
rations of the cities of Quebec and Montreal,
shall each contribute double the aggregate
amount to be contributed by the several local
Municipalities within the districts of Quebec and
Montreal, respectively.” The local Municipali-
ties throughout the new districts had to pay,
some £6---others £3 per annum cach, and the
two cities twice as much as the rest of the local
Municipalities in their districts. The Governor-
in-Council had. however, the right to reduce
this amount, if it were found that so considera-
- ble a fund were not necessary ; and if the other
sources proved sufficient to raise the whole
amount required, there would be no contribu-
tions required from the Municipalities. He
might mention, in this place, 1o the members
from Lower Canada, that they ought to be glad
to perceive that by means of local resources,
they. would be able to establish a Fund for main-
taining their prisoners and paying Petit Jurors.
(Hear.) And he would also take this oppor-
tunity of stating that crime had been decreasing
of late in Lower Canada, so mnch so, indeed,
that His Excellency, in the exercise of Lis pre-
rogative, had deemed it proper to abolish the
Courts of Quarter Sessions in Kamouraska,
Ottawa, Three Rivers, Gaspé, and St. Francis.

The number of prisoners in the gaols of Quebec
and Montreal was diminishing, and of the pro-
portion of Lower Canadian prisoners in the
Kingston Penitentiary, the same could be said.
He had equal satisfaction in saying, too, that in
consequence of the legislation of the lust three
or four years, the expenses of the administration
of justice in Lower Canada had been much re-
duced. In 1858 they had been $60,000 less
than in 1857; in 1859, $50,000 18ss than in 1858,
(Hear.) Thisshould the more please the Lower
(Cavadian members, because they had been re-
proached with the enormous expense of admin-
istering justice in this part of the Province.
The mecasures of his Hon. friend, the Attorney
General West, had, indeed, reduced the cost of
administering justice in Upper Canada, but,
somehow, perhaps because the people there read
had newspapers---(Hear and laughter)-—crime
didl not seem to decrease. Morc than four-
fitths of the inmates of the Penitentiary were
Upper Canadians. The Hon. gentleman then
read & number of statisticsrelative to the work-
ing of his system of the administration of jus-
tice, shewing that a great number of cases had
heen tried before the Courts in the new districts,
both Circuit and Superior. From this he argued
that the decentralization of the law-courts bad
brought justice within the reach of many who
had personally been, to a great extent, debarred’
from it. (Hear.)

Hon. Mr.- DORION wished to know whether
the Government intended to usethe Fund in the
new districts towards paying Jurors before the
gaols were finished ?

Hon. Mr. CATIER—The resolutions would
only be put into operation after the prisons in
the new districts were completed, but he hoped
all the gaols in those localities would be com-
pleted by the commencement of another year.

Hon. Mr. DORION—And would the Consoli-
dated Fund continue to be charged: with the
same amount as at present until then ?

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—Such was the intention.

Hon. Mr. DORION thought ‘thé disproportion
between the amount to be-paid by Quebec and
Montreal, and the Country Municipalities in the
same districts, was too great, and unfavorable
to the cities.

Hon. Mr., CARTIER—Montreal contained
more than one-third of the population, and sup-
plicd four-fifths of the prisoners of the whole
district. The same obscrvation applied also to
Quebec. -

Hon. Mr. DORION would further say that
this system of direct taxation might, perhaps,
be a necessity of the day, but it had been ren-
dered so owing to the profligate extravagance
with ihich the Goverument had spent the pub-
lic money of late years, and added millions
to our debt. He would not call for a divison
on the sccond reading of the bill, but would
propose several amendments in committee. ’

To be Contimlea’.
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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Tuesday, March 20, 1860.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN LOWER
CANADA.

(Concluded from our last No.)

Mr. PICHE said the Attorney General East
bad spoken of a number of cases as having been
tried in the Circuit Courts, and the Superior
Courts, but he had said nothing of the fees
which ‘were every moment exacted, the enor-
mous sums which were thus paid, and for what?
Simply that three or four lawyers might have
official positions. Every body, in fact, who
knew anything about the subject, exclaimed
against the system of the Attorney General;
which was retained, not because it was & good
one, but because that Hon. gentleman was there
on the Treasury benches to preserve it. Let
them take a single case, in which judgment was
allowed to go by default. Fees to the amount
of 316 were paid, even there, to Advocates,

Prothonotaries, and- Bailiffs; and when this |

smount was multipled by the immense number
of such causes tried, it would be seen what the
¢ost of ‘the country was. Then let them look
at the contested cases, and these were of course
more expensive still; it took almost a year to
decide any one of them, costs increasing all the
while, until the debtor fairly had to flee from
the exactions extorted. When Judges took cases
en délitéré, which was perhaps not so much the
fault of the system as of their negligence,
they took several months to settle them.  And
this was the admirable system 8o much lauded
by the Hon. Attorney General Bast! But,
again, full three-fourths of the cases brought
into. those Courts, were - for sums under
£15,  and the parties to them were kept
waiting day after day, while suits of greater
importance consumed the time. Now, it was
muchdetter, if any were obliged to wait, that the
wealthy should,—for the poorer classes, which

constituted the large majority of the litigants,
were less able to submit to the prolonged delays.
It was & monstrous system, and he knew of no
class that approved of it, excepting the lawyers
and officers of the Courts, who found their ac-
countinit. The Attorney General and the Go-
vernment were all powerful, and however ob-
jectionable their measures might be, they found
supporters regarded their interests as paramounnt
to those of the country. Omn no other principle
clould he understand the conduct of such gen-
tlemen. ‘

Mr. LANGEVIN desired to make certain en-
quiries from the Attorney General, but, before
doing 80, would express his surpriseat a remark
of the Hon. member for Montreal, to the effect
that he (Mr. Langevin) was prepared to support
the Regolutions before he had heard them.

Hon. Mr. DORION explained that he did not
say or mean anything of the kind, but he had
said the Hon. member would be clever if he
could make it appear reasonable that the cities
should pay two-thirds of the Building and Jury
Fund. ’

Mr. LANGEVIN thought he had not- misun~
derstood the Hon. member. He would now be
obliged tothe Hon. Attorney General for & more
definite statement of the proportions and amounts
the cities of Quebec and Montreal would have
to contribute respectively.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—Well, the City of Mon-
treal would have to pay a certain portion of the
expenses of the Jail in the District, provided,
however, that under no circumstances, the
amount was to exceed £600; and Quebec would
have to pay one-third less than this, or & sum
not exceeding £400—the expenses of -the Gaol
at Quebec béing one-third less than those of the
Jail at Montreal. :

Mr. LANGEVIN—~Then, if he understood the
matter right, the Bill would provide that the
amount should be raised at Quebec by a special

tex! .
Hon. Mr. CARTIER—Yes.
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Mr. LANGEVIN—Then, in virtue of the 115th
Section of the Act, the Municipalities would
have to pay their proportion ?

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—It it were required to
raise £15,000, the Municipalities would pay
£5,000, and the Cities of Quebec and Montreal
£10,000.

Mr, LANGEVIN—Well, Quebec would soon
have to build a new Jail:

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—Yes, but under the re-
solutions, the site of the old Jail belongs to the’
Fund, and that upon which the present Jail
stood in Quebec, was very valuable. It would
be sold, and the proceeds would go towards the
amount that the District of Quebec would have
~ to pay. Then the Receiver General would issue

Debentures for the balance as had been done in
the case of the Montreal Jail, for the balance
required, such Debentures to be the first charge
on the Jury and Building Fund.

Mr. LANGEVIN observed that, by the 4th Re-

solution, and the 116th Section of the Act of §

1857, if the Fund were too large, the Governor
in Council could reduce it, and if too small, it
might be increased. Would this be done in the
proportions already stated? Again, the Petty
Jurors were to be paid out of this Fund, but
how was it to be done?

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—His Hon. friend had
correctly apprehended his meaning, and as to
the payment of the Petty Jurors, it would be
- done by the Judge’s order. Those from a dist-
ance would receive snch an allowance as the
Court would deem reasonable, but not to ex-
ceed one dollar ; and those 1esiding within the
limits of the City, Town, or Parish, in which the
Court was holden, would be entitled to but one-
balf as much as the others. He was glad these
questions had been asked, for it had enabled
him (Hon. Mr. Cartier) to show that there were
Funds available for the objects contemplated.

Mr. LANGEVIN said that the Resolutions in-
volved the necessity of calculations which he
could not proceed to make, but he would make
them privately, and he had no doubt the Hon.
Member for Montreal would do the same.

Mr. CHAPALIS feared that two of the Districts
interested would suffer injustice under these
Resolutions—those of Kamouraska and Ottawa
—where Jailsand Court Houses had been erect-
ed by funds derived from taxes levied on the
proceedings, and he thought they should be put
on an equality with the new Districts.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER said that those Districts
had, in fact, been more favoured than that of
Montreal. which had built an expensive Court
House out of taxes upon the business of the Dis-
trict. Two thousand pounds bad been granted
to his District, and, besides, the proceeds of the
tavern licenses had' been also given it, as well
as to Ottawa .

Mr. CHAPAIS would further observe that the.
District of Kamouraska had since been divided
in two, and that the whole burden of the Court

Houses and Jails now fell upon the old District.

True, they had had the privilege of issuing
Debentures to the extent of £5,000, but they
had, in fact, only issued £2,300.

Hon. Mr. LEMIEUX thought Kamouraska had
no reason to complain. Montreal had built &
large and costly Court House, but the Atty.Gen.
did not propose to come to its aid, and now Que-
bee must do the same.

Hon Mr. CARTIER—Yes, out of a fund. :

Hon. Mr. LEMIEUX hoped that when the Jail
at Quebec was built it would be done more ju-
diciously than the Court House at Montreal,
erected under the direction of the Board of
Public Works.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—The Hon. Member him-
self was, during the construction, Chief Com-
missioner of Public Works. (Laughter.)

Hon. Mr. LEMIEUX—Yes, but he had only
followed plans previously determined upon.
He would have to build a Jail, not simply for
ourselves, but for a large transient population
that came here in summer, not on business re-
lating to the City merely, but to the whole Pro-
vince, and by consulting the records it would be
found that two thirds of the prisoners, lodged
during the year, were strangers to Quebec—
sailors and others of a similar class. On this
account Quebec and Montreal, also, had & spe-
cial claim. The Hon. Meraber ther made some
allusion to the clause regarding salaries, which,
owing to the noise in the House, was not dis-
tinctly understood, excepting that he seemed to
say that, while a change had been effected by re«
ducing the emoluments of Prothonotaries, who
pocketed large sums of money, equal sums
were now absorbed by the subordinates, whose
number and salaries had been unnecessarily in-
creased. .

Mr. CHAPAIS here returned to the subject of
paying Petty Jurors, and said he thought it
would be better not to pay them at all, since the
Municipalities, in fact, would have to make the
disbursements. (Cries of no, no.)

Mr. JOBIN stated a cage when a lawyer had
brought & suit in & Court of Superior Jurisdic-
tion which had involved his client in heavy
costs, and complained that the Prothonotary
had objected to reduce them in conformity with
the tariff of the Court in which the case should
have been tried.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER had heard of the casebut
said the Prothonotary had no discretion to ex-
ercise in the matter, and it would be most dan-
gerous to commit such power into his hands.

Hon. Mr. LEMIEUX agreed with the Attorney
General, and said the clients recourse, insuch a
case, was against the lawyer.

The Resolutions were then read a first time
and ordered for a-2nd reading on Friday next.

SUBSIDY TO OCEAN STEAMERS.

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL moved the
third reading of the Bill, to grant additional aid
to the Canadian Line of Steamers, aund the ex-
tending of a Telegraph Line to the Straits of
Belle-Isle.
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Hon GEO. BROWN regretted the course the
Government had taken upon this subject. He
considered the line a credit to the Province,
but did not want to pay too dear for it. He
thought even the grant proposed would be in-
sufficient for the purpose. But the House had
not received the information desired on the sub-
ject, and he should, therefore, vote against the
Bill.

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL moved, in
amendment, that no greater sum should be paid
to the proprictors of the Steamships, than that
which they demand, on entering into- the con-
tract of 1st May last. .

The amendrient was agreed to.

The SPEAKER then put the question on the
third - reading and the House divided.—Yeas,

. 68 ;i Nays, 32.
SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS.

On mation of Hon. Mr. GALT, the House went
into Committec on the Resolutions to prevent
the unlicensed sale of intoxicating liquors in
the unorganized tracts of the Province. The
Resolutions were carried in Committee, and the
report was ordered to be received by the House
on Friday next.

THE IMPERIAL GUARANTEED LOAN.

Hon. Mr. GALT moved the sccond reading of
the Bill; relating to the Sinking Fund of the
Imperial Guaranteed Loan.

Hon. Mr. BROWN said, in rising to offer some
remarks on the recent financial operations of the
Government in England, and inreply to the
speech of the Hon. the Finance Minister, he was
perfectly well aware of the difficultics before
him. He knew well how cffective was the elo-
quence of the Minister of Finance. He knew
well the ability with which he put all his state-
ments before the House. And he knew well the
readiness with which the House was prepared
to reccive the statements, and the calculations
of the Hon. gentleman. He was also quite aware

. that in matters of figures, it was always difficult
to secure the attention of the House---also, that
he who brought before the House any proposi-
tion by which money was to be made plentiful
and who drew a flattering picture of the state of
the public finances, must always receive a far
better attention than he who gave the otherside
of the picture. Trusting, however, to receive
some attention, he should endeavor as briefly as

. possible to shew his reasons for coming to the

conclusion, that not only had the Hon. gentle-
man’s operations in England failed to be of that
successful character which he has attributed to
them, but that they had been of the very oppo-
site character, that they were not worthy of the
slightest approbation on the part of the House.

(Cheersg

Hon. S. SMITH (ironically) Hear! hear!

Hon. Mr. BROWN said the Minister of Finance
was heard with great patience by that side, and
le'trusted he should receive the same forbear-
ance. (Hear, hear.) When the Minister of

Finance took his seat, and, indeed, through the

whole of his Address, he reccived the hearty

plaudits of the supporters of the Government.
Now he would ask those Hon. gentlemen, if, after
having heard that speech, after they had had
the statement of the Hon. gentleman printed,
and all the figures put carefully before them,
prepared, and checked, and remodelled as they
had been for the eye of the public---not unfairly,
however, he did not say that---he asked if one
of those Hon. gentlemen, understood the exact
effect produced by the Hon. gentleman’s opera-
tion.

Mr. SIMPSON---Hear, hear.

Hon. Mr. BROWN---The Hon. member for
Niagnard cried ¢ hear, hear,” as if he understood
it. (Launghter.)” He should be glad tosit down
and give him an opportunity of rising to state,
if he could, what had been the resnlts of the
Hon. gentleman’s operations.

Attorney-General MACDONALD---1t would
be & great relief.to you if he did

Mr. BROWN was not surprised that the At-
torney-General said it would,be a relief to him.
He thonght it impossible that he could have
waded through the whole of the Hon. gentleman’s
figures. He admitted he had some dificulty.
Taking the scheme, not as they wanted to get
it from returns sent down, but from the very
able Address of the Hon. gentleman---for he
must admit it was exceedingly able, whatever
objections might otherwize attach to it---in
reading that Address, he had to twist and turn
it every way before he could comprehend what
the Hon. gentleman was driving at, He so
mixed up one thing with another, the old
Sinking Fund with the new, the paying.off
what was an actual charge on the Province,
and what was voluntary, in paying off the debt -
—what had actually been done with what he
hoped for—he so mixed up things together,
that it was absolutely impossible, without a
great deal of labour and sifting of figures, to
find what were the results of the Hon, gentle-
man’s operations. He trusted he should be
able to shew olearly that the Hou. gentleman’s
scheme from beginning to end, had been a fail-
ure. And, in the first place, he desired to call
the attention of the House to this—that there
were two things in his scheme entirely separate
and distinct, which the Hon. gentleman managed
to mingle together from first to last. As every
one knew, when Lord Sydenham was in this
country, we obtained a loan of £1,500,000 stg.
to build public roads. Lord Sydenham obtained
for us the endorsement of the Home Government,
and in consequence of that endorsement, we got
the money at four per cent. interest ; the bargain
being that, in addition to the interest, we should
pay four per cent. into a Sinking Fund, for the
redemption of the debt. This was invested in -
three per cent. consols. By amn arrangement
made in 1858, the amount to be paid into the
Sinking Fund was réduced to two per cent., 50
that before the Hon. gentleman went to Eng- °
land, we were paying yearly £60,000 interest,
and £30,000 Sinking Fund. The Sinking Fund
had gore on accumulating till it amounted to
nearly £800,000. It was no new idea of the
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Hon. gentleman thata change might be made in
the mode of investment. It had been the idea
of Mr. Hincks. of Mr. Caley, of everybody—he
heard the Attorney General West often suggest
how great & loss we sustained ‘in this Sinking
Fund being invested in three per cent. consols,
while we were borrowing the money for it at
five, and that we could invest to better advant-
age in.our own securities, and save a consider-
able sum annually. The Hon. gentlernan went
to England and induced the Home Government
to consent to a change of the securities in which
fhe Sinking Fund was invested. FHe induced
them to allow it to be invested in India Stock,
which yielded five per cent., aud thercby there
was a saving—no doubt there was a gain on
that. (Ministerial cheers.) The Hon. gentle-
man is entitled to all the credit of that opera-
tion. But they would observe there was noth-
ing original in it. It was what every one knew
ought to be done, and the Hon. gentleman might
as well have effected it, sitting in his office in
Quebec. He might have written to England
and negotiated the thing, obtaining the consent
of the Lordsof the Treasury, without going
therc. himself. But he wanted to impress on
the House, that what was original in the scheme,
entirely did away with the advantage thus
gained ; and he should be bound to shew, that
not only did we lose the whole advantage of it,
but that the scheme from beginning to end had
been an utter loss to the Province. He was
willing to concede the whole benefit that could
be claimed as resultingfrom the first part of the
operation—for there was nothing original in it
~—it waswhat his predecessor, and his predecessor
before him, had conceived—although perhaps
the Hon. gentleman brought that persuasive elo-
quence, which he had at his command, to bear
on the Lords of the Treasury, and to that extent
he was entitled to the credit of it. He should
shew what was the effect of the operation. Un-
der the old arrangement,
India Bonds, £174.500 at 5'per cent, £6,950

Consols, 619,030 at 3 per cent, 18,571
. . £25,551
The amount we were get- .
ting yearly from the sum in )
the Sydenham Sinking Fund.
Under the new : arrange-
ment, India Bonds, £174,500
at four percent, - - - £6,980
India Bonds, £573,750 at five
per cent, - - - 28,687
£35,667
Gain on investmeﬁt, - - £10,116

He hoped, however, no one would run away with
the idea that this was a permanent gain. The
Hon. gentleman so mixed things up, as to
induce the House to believe that he had effected
this saving of £10,000 for all time to come,
whereas, it only extended to the time when the
Sydenham bonds became due. £600,000 fall
duein 1863. Hon. gentlemen would Vesides see

there wasa draw-back to this operation, which
makes the results by no ‘means so flattering as he
would picture themy. For, what was the reason
that he was able tobuy five per cent. India
Bonds at 1023, when three per cent. English
Consols were worth 94 ?  Simply, because the
Consols were considered first rate securities,
while the Tndia Bonds were considercd second
rate securities. For these new securities, the
Hon. gentleman had not the responsibility of the .
Imperial Government. He had simply, the
guarantee of the Governmont of India, whose
public debt amounted, at this moment, to one
hundred millions sterling. In 1856, the debt was
fifty millions, but it had incressed in three or four
years to double that amount. And, what was
waorse, the deficit in the annual revenue of India
in those years, had never been less then four-
teen. millions. And if any convulsion were to
occur, the value of these securities might be
very seriously depreciated. If worth 1024 to-
day, they might be worth only 95 to-morrow.
If anything occurred to prevent the India
Government from obtaining a revenue, the
value of these securitiecs would be seriously
affected. It bad been asserted that the
British Goveroment was responsible for
these securities, but that had been denied
by the British Government. When asked
in the House of Commons, if they-would meet
these obligations, they said *No.” Therefore,
though he (Mr. Brown) thought the Hon. gentle-
man was right in effecting this change, they
could not fail to see that there was a reason for
the profit he made, and that-the character of
the securities was the cause of it. But he de-
sired to impress upon the House, that the Hon.
gentleman might have carried out that opera-
tion without going to England. Or, he might
have gone to England and completed this opera-
tion, and obtained a good end, and gone no
further. But he went further, and he (Mr.
Brown) would say every step he took after that
was 4 loss, and that he could not get away from
the conclusion that that part of his scheme
whieh was ‘original, was a loss to'the Province.
It would have been far better for the country
had be never gone further. " The rest of his
scheme consisted of three parts, In the first
place lie determined to make up the Sydenham
Sinking Fund at once, instead of allowing the
Bonds to be paid off as they reached maturity.

"{In the next place, he took the six per cent. debt

of the Province, £7,223,000, and determined to
give five per cents. in exchange for these sixes;
proposing to give £8,081,000 of fives for
£7,223,000 of sixes. Let it be obsgerved, he
might have carried out this operation without
the other, in reference to the Sinking Fund, or
the Sinking Fund operation without that. But,
thirdly, he went to the Stock Exchange and
borrowed £2,800,000, selling for cash.and
Bonds that amount of five per cent. Debentures.
He might have done that, and neither of the
other two. The three operations were guite
distinct, and not one of them had any connection
with the change of the securities in the Sinking
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Fund, by which he made a gain of £10,000.
Yow, in the first place, let them see the effect of
the first part of the scheme, the making up of
the Sydenham Sinking Fund at once. The
Sydenham Debentures feil due as follows :—

£300,000 1st Jauuary, 1863
300,000 1st July 1863
300,000 1st April 1864
200,000 1st January, 1865
200,000 1st April 1863

60,000 1st January, 1856
140,000 1st January, 1869
£1,500,000

By the 13t April, 1864, £900,000 would have
been paid off, and by the 1st April, 1865, £1,-
300,000, leaving only £200,000. Then the Hon.
gentleman said—¢ T have £66,000 a year to pay
as four per cent interest on this million and a
half, and in addition to this £30,000 towards
the Sinking Fund.” Well, what he [Mr. Galt]
proposed was this. He would borrow enough
tomake itup atouce. . There wasonly £800,000 in
the Sinking Fund, and he would add £700,000
toit ; so that having made up the million
and a half, the result would be that the
British Government could not ask us to pay
this £30,000 any longer. He would make up
the Fund at once in India Bonds, and the seeu-
rities being placed in the hands of the Lords of
the Treasury, they would be there ready to meet
the bonds when they matured. In this way he
would save the Provinee that payment and
would get £75,000 a year, five per cent ona
million and a half India Bonds; they would gain
£15,000 by that, and would get quit of the
Sinking Fund, but this saving would only con-
tinue till those debentures matured in 1863,
1864. and 1865, when the money lying in India
Bonds at five per cent. would be paid out, and
the advantage would cease. He admitted this
was an original conception, and the Minister of
Finance was entitled to the whole credit of it.
He looked upon it as one of the most absurd
schemes ever 2 man went into. If Hon. mem-
bers would take up the speech of the Inspector
General as reported in the Mirror OF PaRLIA-
MENT, they would sce what he said, Page 12 :~-
“The result of the operation, as regards the
Sinking Fund, I will take this opportunity of
stating to the House. The House will remem-
ber that the interest on the Imperial Loan is 4
per cent. on £1,500,000, or £60,000 & year. The
The interest on the Indin Stock and Bounds is
£73,255. We have to pay, therefore, £60,000
while, we receive £73,255, making a yearly gain
of £13,255. So we gain nearly 3 per cent. per
annum, until the amount has to be applied in
payment of the Imperial Loan. As these pay-
ments are made, the annual gain will, of course
diminish. The final result is that & gain of in-
terest will be made during the whole period, of
£53,273 2s. Gd. stg.. and there will be & farther
gain on the principal, of £8,725; that being the
discount at which we obtained the India Bounds.
These we took at 95, and they were payable
in 5 years at buyer's option, or in 7 years with-

out option—the Government will,:of course,
avail itself of the option, as the Funds will be
required at the end of the shorter period. The
sum of these two amounts i3 £62,098, stg., or
$302,210, which is therefore the ahsolute gain
the Province makes,” Now one would sappose
it was his Sinking Fund scheme that produced
that gain, whercas he was going back simply
to the gain that was made by the change of se-
curities, while, as he (Mr. Brown) should show,
his own part of the scheme, that which was ori-
ginal, did away with all the advantage of that
gain. The Hon. gentleman proceeded—-¢ We
had formerly to pay as interest, and in contri-
butions to the Sinking Fund to the Imperial
Loan, '£90,000, stg., a-year. Against that we
have to pay 5 per cent. interest on £707,000, or
£35,233 73, 6d., naking a reduction of the an-
nual charge in connection with the Imperial
Loan of no less than £54,767 stg., which, added
to the average profit on the new investment of
£10,000 stg., shows £64,767, or $315,200, as the
amount of relief we obtain from these arrange-
ments.” Now this was an entire fallacy, and
the Hon. gentleman must have known it was &
fallacy when he made his statement. The fal-
lacy was in a preat measure contained in the
last words of the extract he had read. The Hon.
gentleman knew or ought to have known that
it was not five per cent. on £707,000 they would
have to pay, but five per cent. on £800,000.
The Hon. gentleman shook his head. Perhaps
it was as well that he did not know it when he
made that statement. The same statement was
repeated on page 16, and it contained the error
which laid at the foundation of the whole of his
calculation. He made the same statement in
his proposals issued to the Stock Exchange,
but after his scheme was out, the matter was
entirely cbanged, the figures being completely
altered by the effect of the operation. The Sink-
ing Fund was made up thus. The Hon. gentle-
man bought £174,500 of four per cent. India
Bonds for £165,428. He should give the Hon.
gentleman the bencfit of that operation, and the
profit made by it, although the purchase Wi~
effected by the Agents of the Province before
he went to England. Then £1,000,000 India
five per cent. Bonds were bought for £1,025,-
000, and he intends to buy £325,500 ,for
£333,637T—paying for the £1,500,000, in all
£1,524,065. The money to buy these securities
was obtained as follows :—The Hon. gentleman
sold £114,000 Consols for - - £105428

held 60,000"Canada Exchange for - 60,600
sold 619,030 Consols for - 588,079
sold £793,030 - - - £153507

The whole money he got, thercfore, was £753,-
507, and instead of wanting £702,000 to make
up the balance of the Sydenham Loan, as he re-
presented in his address to the Stock Exchange,
and in his speech in this House, he really want~
ed $746,493. Mr. Brown then stated that to
obtain this £746,493, the Finance Minister had
to sell £800,530 of his five per cent. Stock—that
Stock being issued at two and a half discount,
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one per cent. being allowed Bavings and Glyns
for commission, and one quarter per cent. for
brokerage, and a premium being paid for
the India Bonds of £24,500. To get India
Bonds, bearing on their face the amount
£746.402. he had to sell five per cent. Stock to
the amount of £800,580. This was the amount
he had actually to sell, to make up the million
and a-half Sydenham Loan, instead of £707,000,
as the Finance Minister had represented. After
siving some turther calculations as-to the efe
focts of M. Galt's operations with regard to the
Sydeuham Loan, Mr. Brown said, the results of
letting the delt mature, and be paid off under
the present arrangement, contrasted with the
r]esuhs umiier Mr. Galt’'s scheme, would stand
thus i—
Paii in Cazh from 1860 to 1869, by
allowing Sinking Fund to Govt. -
Paid i vame time hy Mr. Galt's scheme

£525,410
443,444

Le:z paid under Mr. Galt's scheme
Sumn on new Sinking Fund, 1st Jan..
1369 -

£181,966

But Outstanding Debt—
© Galt's scheme £800,530
entstanding Debt—aold plan 400,000

— 400,580
Ciear lass by Galt's scheme - - -« £168,305
Even under this plan. the loss to the Province

iz very great.  The difference between this plan
and the other, arising of course from the com-
paratively short period during which the loss of
principal and-interest by Mr. Galt’s ruinous sale
of new Debentures had time to accumulate.
Look @t it in any way you can, the first part of
the Hon, gentleman’s scheme was a reckless
foolish proceeding, without argument to justify
it.
the Finance Minister-—namely the conversion
of five per cent. Provineial Debenture into five
per cent. Stock or Bonds, redeemable in twenty-
tive years at the option of the Government.
These Debentures mature between the vear 1874
and 1884—they amount to £7,223.600—they
bear alarge premium in the money market, and
the Hon. gentleman proposes to redeem them
now hy giving in exchange for them such an
amount of five per cent. Debentures as would
he equal to the present named value of sixes.
Thus for £7,223,600 of sixes, he proposes giving
£8,081,000 of fives. And how. does the Hon.
gentlewman justify this operation? Why, he
says the interest he now pays is six percent. on
£7,223,600, or, £433,000 annually, while five
per cent. on £8,081,000 is hut £404,000, or an
annual saving of £29,000. Now sir, this would
be quite true if the debt was never to be paid
off. But even he does not propose this. On
the contrary, he pledges the country to pay an-
 tually the sum of £60.000 towards the extinc-
tion of the debt. The increase of the debt from
£7,223.600, to £8,081,000, therefore must come

But now to examine the next proposition of

into the calculation ; and if we distribute that
increase of £857,400 over a period of 25 years
we have this result: :

Five per cent.on - £8,081,000 - £404,050
Twenty-fifth part of = 857,400 - 34,296
i £438,346
| Presentcharge, six per
i ‘tenton - - £7,223,600 - £433,416
Annual loss by operation, - - £4,930
and this docs not exhibit the worst feature of

the transaction. Even had the Hon. gentleman's
scheme been a good one, therc was no hurry
about its consummation. No portion of the De-
bentures matures until fourteen years after this
dnte, and they extend from that to twenty-four
years. Now why redeem them now? Why
L redeem them now at their market value, when
at maturity they could redeem at their face
value? Why give five per cent. for them now
when there is every probability, that long be-
fore their maturity, we will be able to borrow
at four per cent., and even less? The Hon. gen-
tleman bimeelf admitted this probability., It
was then almost utter insanity to throw away
almost the certainty of so favorable a conver-
sion, some few years hence, to tie up our hands
so that no reduction in the rate of interest could
be attempted for twenty-five years to come, and
that without gain by the operation, or even re-
lief for the hour. The pretensions that any
money could be made by the conversion, was
utterly preposterous. The Hon. gentleman pro-
fessed that the amount of fives offered in ex-
change for sixes, was the precise value of the
two securities—how then could there be a profit
on the exchange? [Hear, hear.] But it was
said that if there was no profit, there was a re-
lief—a postponement of present obligation. Not
so—for by the very arra ngement by whichitis
proposed to gain £404,050 annually, in exchange
for £433,416, now paid,—one half per cent.
on the whole debt of the Province, or £60,000
a year, is bargained to be paid aunnually in-
to the Sinking Fund for the redemption of the
debt. There was therefore not even a relief---
but on the contrary an increase of the "national
burthen in addition to the large increase to the
debt. It was utterly impossible that there could
have heen any gain in the transaction---but very
certainly there was a very large loss. And as
to the proposed Sinking Fund for which the
Hon. gentleman took such a vast amount of
credit to himselt, he (Mr. B.) was free to admit
that he did not share in bis admiration of that
scheme. To establish a Sinking Fund for the
pavment of the debt would be an utter delusion,’
unless the annual sum to be paid into the Sink-
ing Fund came from the ordinary surplus re-
venues of the State, over and above all expen-
ditures. To pay £60,000 into the Sinking Fund,
and at the same time borrow £60,000 for a pub-
lic purpose, would be the height of absurdity.
By the establishment of a Sinking Fund, it isto
be presumed that it is the intention to meet all
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the ordinary expenses from the taxation of the
current year, and raise from the people, inaddi-
tion, an annual sum towardsthe reduction of this
debt. Ifthat was the case, he would heartily
endorse that policy, and he would hope cven
against hope that it would be adhered to. But
ag the Hon. gentleman's mode of appropriating
the money so paid, annually, towards the reduc-
tion of the debt---that is a totally different mat-
ter, He would like to know whether the Hon.
gentleman stood pledged to the Stock Exchange
to leave the annual payment of £60,000 aceu-
mulating in a Sinking Fund until it amounted
to @ sum sufficient to pay off the whole debt—-or
whetber be had the right to pay off the deht as
he went along, provided the half per cent. was
annually so applied ?

_Hon. Mr. GALT—TIt is to go on accumula-

ting.

Hon. Mr. BROWN~-This being the case the
result would be, that, on a stream of prosperity
once more setting in, the Province would have
to go into the Money Market annually as the
purchaser of her own and other securities to the
extent of $300,000. That very fact would in-
crease the value of our Debentures-—-they would
rise to a considerable value before many years
clapsed, and the Province would soon stand in
the very position regarding the new Sinking
Fund, as it recently held with regardtothé Syd-
enbam Sinking Fund. That is, it would leave
an immense sum useless, at a much smaller rate
of interest than she would be bound to pay for
twenty five years, by theinsane conversion scheme
of the Finance Minister. How infinitely better
would it have been to have set aside 2 sum an-
nually towards the reduction of the debt---either
by bringing the Provincial Debentures into the
Market, or investing them subject, to our own
control, in preparing for the maturing of the
heavy obligations of the Province iu 1874, and
following years. As the maturity of these ob-
ligations approached, arrangements could have
been made to them, redemption under all the
advantages which their improved credit would
bave afforded them. He was satisfied that the
more this conversion scheme ofthe Hon. gentle-
man was examiued, the more clearly it would
be seen to be entirely fallacious. So far, how-
ever, the thing had been very harmless. From
the shout of triumph raised by the Hon. gentle-
man and his adviser§, one would suppose that
not only was the scheme calculated to raise the
Province in onc hour out of all its difficulties,
butthat it had been entirely successful, It was,
he must confess, exceedingly amusing, to- him
at least, to hear the Finance Minister drawing
a glowing picture of the success of his grand
conversion schewe, and exclaiming in a burst
of enthusiastic self-admiration, ¢ Fifty years
“hence the peaple of Canada will look back to
‘ the year 1860, and to the men of this time, with
“admiration and gratitude for the great finan-
“cial policy they then initiated!’  Now, the
sober fact was that thus far the whole scheme
of conversion had been a complete and mis-
erable failure. Of the whole amount. pro-

posed to be converted by the Hon, gentleman--
or some fifty millions of dollars—the entire sum
actually converted by the public creditor, had
been £43,056 in Great Britain and £800 in
Canada! (Hear, hear.) True, the Law Society
of Upper Canada, and the Bank of Upper Ca-~
nada, and three or four other institutions had
exchanged Debentures which they held; but as
regarded the public the entire amount converted
thusfarhad been precisely £43,856. But there was
another branch of the Hon. gentleman’s con~
version scheme which deserved attenmtion. A
large amount of Municipal Loan Fund six per
cent. Debentures were in the market, and the
Hon. gentleman proposed to give in exchange
for them five per cent. Provincial Bonds; by
which, we were assured, a direct gain of one
per cent., or some S125,000 a-year, was to be
realized. When the Hon. gentleman, last year,
made this proposal, he (Mr. Brown) ventured to
express o doubt whether the holders of these
securities would cxchange a £6 annuity for a £5
annuity—but the Hon. gentleman confidently
asserted that they would all gladly seize the
offer as a great boon. The result has proved
the utter fallacy of bis expectations, With the
esception of the transaction we had named, with
the Bank of Upper Canada, only an insignifi-
cant sum had been as yet exchanged. And the
conduct of the Hon. gentleman showed the hope-
lessness of the scheme. What was now his
position?  Finding that the holders of these
Municipal Bonds would not accept £5 in pay-
ment of a debt of £6—the Hon. gentleman re-
sorted to threats of repudiation to force them
into his terms. (Hear, bear.) He actually de-
clared, from his place as Finance Minister of the
Province, that unless they consented to accept
his terms, the Provincial Government would
repudiate responsibility for these Debentures,
and allow the holders to look to the Municipali-
ties for payment. A more scandalous declara-
tion was never uttered by & man in the position
of the Hon. gentleman—or onc more calculated
to destroy the good name Canada had ever
maintained before the world. These Municipal
Dcbentures were originally issued solely on the
crédit of the Municipal Fund—but the Hon.
gentleman (Mr. Galt) while in Opposition, in
1836, forced the Government to admit direct re-
sponsibility for them——and in consequence of
that admission the price rose, and many trans-
actions were entered into in reliance on the
good faith of both sides of the House. The
Government went on regularly providing the
interest for these Debentures without question
or legislation ; and so entirely did the Province
assume direct responsibility that, without con-
sulting the Bondholder the Government actually
legalized the repudiation of their contracts by the
Municipalities, and released them by statute from
the conditions on which the Debentures were is-
sued to the public. (Cheers.) Nay, the Govern-
ment introduced and carried a second Bill, still
further modifying the terms of the original con-
tract—in fact, completely destroying it—and this

! without any pretence that the Bondholders had
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the slightest interest in it.  And now, after de-
stroying their security, after releasmg the
debtor—the Hon. gentleman tarned on the
creditor with a ploposal—-here is £5 for your
£6, and if you don’t take'it you shall have no-
t.hmgr' You may make the best you can out of
the Municipalities, but you shall not look to us.
A more base declaration was never uttered in
that or any other Legislative body. ; What must
be thought of us abroad, when such n threat
dared be uttered by the Finance Ministor of our
country? The Hon. gentleman (Mr. Galt) de-
clared that when he brought down bis Supply
Bill, he should ask the House to provide only to
the 30th June for the interest on those Muni-
cipal Bonds, and leave the second half year un-
provided for. He dared not carry out such a
threat. Little confidence as he (Mr. Brown)
bad in the firmness of the House to resist any
demand of the Government, he would uot be-
lieve that a proceeding so disgraceful to our
country would, even there, be listened to with
patience. He well knew the Hon. gentleman
had no intention whatever of carrying out his
threat. He well knew that he merely intended
his wordsz to be wafted through the Press to the
holders of these Bonds, and that in the alarm
the declaration would cause, his composition of
eighty cents in the dollar might be accepted, and
his scheme saved from utter failure. But at
what a sacrifice of national honor would the
pecuniary gain be made? Were we envious of
the reputation of the South American States ?
Had we forgotten the position ‘of Pennsylvania,
some years ago, when the finger of scorn was
levelled at her over the whole civilized world ?
And yet, what baser act than this of the Hon.
gentlemau opposite, were any of them ever
charged with? He (Mr. Brown) had shown
that the completion of the Sydenham Sinking
Fund, before the expiration of its natural term,
caused a heavy loss to the Provinee ; and he had
shown that the proposed convcrsion had, so far,
been an utter failure. It now remained to ex-
amine the third feature of the Hon. gentleman’s
scheme~his loan of £2,800,000 on the London
Stock Exchange. The first point he (Mr. Brown)
desired to make in regard to that Loan, was the
total absence of all explanation or palliation
for the negotiation of so large a sum. The pur-
poses for which the money was alleged to have
been borrowed, were these:—
1. To make up S)denham Sinking
Fund. .
.2, To reimburse Provincial chest
fo- debentures redeemed in 1859, £ 400,000
. To redeem other sustaining de-
bcntures e, £1,250,000
4. To pay Sewnonal mdemmtxes, £ 250,000
5. For Public Buildings at Ottawa, £ 200 000
£2,800,000
He (Mr. Brown) lmd shewn how unnecessarv
how disastrous was the the result of the opera-
tion for which the first of these sums was raised,
and how greatly better it had heen if the money
had never heen borrowed. Andas to the second

£ 700,000

and third items, not the slightest pretext had
been offered. If the parties were willing totake -
five per cent. bonds instead of snx---whv borrow
the money, and make a large loss in the bor-
rowing? Why not hand the bonds over to the
partxcs and let them negociate them for them-
selves if they desired. For those three sums,
amounting in all to £2,350,000, not the slighest
nccessity existed for going fo the money market.
As to the other two 1tems, no doubt the money
would be required, but not, he apprehended,
this year; and it was folly to borrow more than
a year before the cash would be required. The.
result of the transaction was that the Hon. gen-
tleman had an immense sum in the hands of the
Finance agents at a low rate of interest, for
which he could not find any use. A more im-
provident transaction had never been under-
taken. But his second enquiry was, if the Hon.
gentleman must needs borrow so vast a sum,
why borrow it in the way he did ? Why not-
offer it to public tender? Why fix an arbi-
trary price as the market value of his deben-
tures? He told us that Messrs. Baring & Glynn™
told him that such securities were never sold
by public tender, cxcept by the British Govern-
ment. Very likely ; Baring & Glynn were the
very men to tell him so, By inviting tenders,
the highest market price would have been ob-
tn.med and their chances of speculation spoiled.
By ﬁxing o price, they secured a large profit on .
the £500,000 they bargained to retain for them-
selves, and they secured the distribution of the
whole of the loan among their own particula
friends. Such advice from such a quarter war
not, one would fancy, altogether free from biass
In the face of the Hon. gentleman’s statement®
he would not positively assert it as a fact, but
he (Mr. Brown) had the strongest impression
that he had frequently seen advertisements in
the London papers_ inviting tenders for money
securities. In thelneighboring Republic, this.
was the ordinary system, and was clearly the
fairest and best for the seller, and he (Mr. Brown)
did think the Hon. gentleman highly censurable
that he did not adopt it.  Bnut if ho was deter-
mined to fix a price at which he should sell the
Debentures, why did he fix it at 973, He charged
the Finance Minister with bejng guilty of a di-
rect breach of faith with this House, infixing the
price at that rate, as he had distinctly stated,
when the measure was before the Legislature,
that the stock would not be sold below par.
Indeed an amendment, framed to provide for
this, was withdrawn on the assurance and state-
ment of the Hon. gentleman that it was absard
to suppose it would be sold below par. He
charged Mr. Galt with sacrificing that
£2,800,000 of five per cent bonds at a price far
below their fair estimated value. They were
now selling at 100} to 101. ~ A five per cent at
973 he had stated was equal to & six per cent at
1113. Why did he sacrifice the loan at that
rate, when the value of sixes at the time, accord-
ing to the Hon. gentleman’s own statement, was

113 to 114.  Mr. Galt would say he could not
put so large a sum on the market unless he
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gave a large commission and a large chance for
_ Brokers to speculate. In other words, the Hon.
gentleman first made the operation large unne-
cessarily, and then made the largeness of its
amount an excuse for sacrificing it at a price
considerably below the market rate. » In much
worse times the Hon. gentleman’s¥predecessor
had sold five per cents at 100}, and he belicved
thatourold five per cents,of which £279,000 were
afloat in Evgland, hud never yet been sold at a
discount. Why then was this large amount of-
fered at £2,800,000 ?—being a loss of £95,000.
The Hon. gentleman had given as one reason,
that he desired to convince the capitalists of
England, that our five per cents. were a better
investment than sixes. He thought that, for

the sake of this, to submit to a loss of £95,000,

was paying too dear for the whistie. Mr. Brown
gave the fizures by which he' made out this loss
of £95,000, bringing out the result that, for the
Stock issued to the amount of £2,800,000, the
Finance Minister bad actually obtained only
£2,705,000. He then showed how this amount
had been applied, stating as the result that
£541,332 was left yet to be disposed of, from
which he inferred, that the real object of the
scheme wasto get money into the hands of the
Government for other objects than those which
had been stated. The Finance Minister’s opera-
tions, he contended, had resulted in a large in-
crease of the debt of the Province. Excluding.
the Sydenham Sinking Fund, the debt, had
these operations not taken place, would:now
have been £10,867,943.  The Hon. gentleman
had now made it £11,976,622, showing an in-
creage of the funded debt of £1,108,679. When
the Hon. gentleman went to England, the net
annualinterest amounted to £629,678. Underthe
operation of the newscheme it would be£679,043,
an increase of £49,365. Mr. Brown then cri-
ticised the new arrangemtnts made with the Fi-
nancial Agents of the Province, Messrs. Barings
and Glyns. He said they had realized a profit
of £46,328 out of the negotiation of the loan—
very good payment for theuse of their names
for a week—and contended that Mr. Galt had
effected a merely nominal saving, in arranging
that they should only receive 1 per cent., com-
mission in negotiating a loan, no commission
being allowed on its redemption. He said the
commission of 1 per cent, on payments into
the Sinking Fund, was equivalent to & commis-
sion on the redemption of the debt, only that it
wasg paid to them annually, instead of at the end
‘of the period. In conclusion he expressed his
conviction, that if Hon. gentlemen would exam-
ine the whole scheme in connection with the
calculations he had laid before them, they must
arrive at the conclusion, that the whole trans-
action had been a most unfortunate one for the
country. He believed he had shewn that the
conversion of the debt bad been an entire fail~
ure, and that if it had succeeded,it would have
been of no gain, but a loss to the Province, as
it prevented their getting_ the advan-
tage of the improved credit, which they
hoped the Province would attain in the

course of a few years; that by closing,
now, the Sinking Fund for the Imperial Loan,
there had been no gain but a great loss; that
the attempt to repudiate our obligations with re-
gard to the Municipal Loan Fund, was extremely
reprehensible, and a proposition not to be sus-
tained by this House; that the Joan of 2,800,-
000 was uncalled for and unjustifiable; that the
Hon. gentleman did not require so large a sum
of money, and that; if he did require it, he did
not issue the Stock for the amount at its fair
value; and that the arrangements he had made
with the Financial Agents of the Province, were
not at all creditable to him as a- Financier.
Such being the nature and results of the scheme,
he thought the tone in which the Hon. gentle-
man came to the House, and claimed as a tri-
umph, what must ultimately be very much to
the disadvantage of the Province, was altogetker
upjustifiable. (Cheers.)

Hon. Mr. CAYLEY remarked that the Hon.
Member for Toronto had commenced his elabo-
rate performance, upon which he must compli-
ment him, and which exhibited little of weak-
ness of voice or ill health, by challenging the
House as to whether, after all they had heard from
the Hon. Finance Minister, aided by the state- '
ments he laidvbefore them, they had been able
to make head or'tailof them. And then he im-
mediately disposed of the doubt he had raised
by shewing that he had understood, and proved,
and sifted the whole scheme, and had proceeded
to expose all the supposed fallacies. TheHon.
Member for Toronto charged the Finance Minis-
ters with mixing up the old Sinking Fund with
the new, and the new debt with the old, purpose-
ly, to stultify the public. He thought the palm
of stultification had clearly ‘been borne off by
the Hon. Nember for Toronto, who was aperfect
Babbage Machine, barring its accuracy, and he,
in his turn, would challenge the House to say
whether any Hon. Member of it entertained the
idea that the Hon. Member for Toronto under-
stood the array of figures he had produced. He
would not forestall the explanations which, no
doubt, the Finance Minister would offer to the
House upon the debate closed, he would simply
statc the impression formed upon his own ming,
and the conclusions he had arrived at with refer-
ence to theFinance Minister’s operations in Eng-
land. TheFinance Minister stated in his opening
remarks, that he had two objects in view in his
mission to England. The one, to establisha
new Canada Stock, in such a shape. as to make
it a favorite stock ; the other, toreduce the pre-
sent demands on the public purse. In the pa-
pers laid before the House, and in his Honorable
friend’s speech, they had the results of that mis-
gion clearly brought before them. -They had
before them the terms on which the Canada
loan was ecffected. Its success, as a financial
scheme, was evidenced by the fact, that it was
placed on the market on more favorable terms
for Canada, than the India five per cent. for the
Stock for the Indian Government. (Hear, hear.)
That it was preferred to other Canada Stocks,
was shewn by the quotations, that it counld not



10

MIRROR OF PARLIAMEXNT,

[Tuesday,

not now be bought in the London market for less
than five, or overfive per cent interest to the pur-
. chaser, while the old sixes had now reached a
figure to not less than five and an eighth per
cent interest to the holder, or under the most
favorable sales, a fraction over five. (Hear,
hear.) Another very valuable featurc of the
new Stock, was that being irredeemable, except
at the option of the Government, Canada could
not be exposed to the contingency of having
to pay it off on a fixed day, and effect & new
loan under unfavorablé circumstances. (Hear.)
The Finance Minister's sccond object was, to
lighten the present demand on the public
purse. And, from the fact that his nego-
tiations resulted in a postponement of the
Sinking Fund for a term, or {in its being
spread over a longer period, we could nut
deny him the merit of, at least, partial
success.
mit of no such qualified expression. (Hear,
hear.) The Finance Minister had not only
lightened the present demand on the public
chest, by putting an end to the periodical pay-
ment to a Sinking Fund, but he had, by obtain-
ing the consent of the British Governmen to the
transfer of the investment for the three per cent.
Consols to the India fives—a consent reluct-
antly given—effected a positive cash gain tothe
Province of upwards of sixty thousand pounds
sterling. (Hear, hear.) Underthe old arrange-
ment of the Sydenham Loan, we bad to pay
ninety thousand pounds a-year till the whole
was paid off.  Under the new, we paid thirty-
six thousand a-year. Under the old arrange-
ment, we were paying four per cent. for the
Sydenham Loan, and investing the Sinking Fund
at three per cent. Under the new we continue
to pay four per cent. for the loan, and had in-
vested the Sinking Fund atfive. By this change
of investment we had made a positive cash gain as
he before remarked, of upwards of sixty thousand
pounds sterling. By the change of system we
bad reduced the present pull upon the Exche-
quer, and for six years to come, by a sum not
less than sixty-four thousand pounds a year.—
So far then, in what had been achieved, the
Finance Minister had been eminently successful,
but his scheme did not stop there. He had made
a proposition to the public, the holders of our
- debentures, for their redemption, and devised a
scale of rates for their conversion, which, ifacted
on---and recent advices justified the belicf that
they would be acted on---would effect a further
saving to the Province, while it provided, by a
small-annual additional charge, for the extinc-
tion of the entirc debt of the Province within
the period of fifty years. (Hear.) It was
not necessary to go further into detail up-
-~ on the calculations by which the Finance
Minister has established these results, and per-.
haps he should not have attempted to occupy
the attention of the House at all on the points
which the Finance Minister had so ably handled,
handled, and on which he had so clearly
explained his  views, had it not been for
observationof the Honorable fmember opposite,

But what he had achieved would ad~

the other afternoon, * that he (Hon. Mr. Brown)
had no doubt that he (Mr. Cayley) equally with
himself had, at a glance, detected the fallacies
of the Finance Minister's scheme.” Flattered by
the Hon. gentleman’s pointed allusion to him-
self, he had been induced to examine the Fi-
nance Minister’s scheme with the closest serutis
ny. That scrutiny had resulted, he must admit,
not in the pleasureable excitement of finding a
flaw, but on the more sober, yet far more en-
during, satisfaction of ascertaining that the
credit of Canada had been maintained, and her
finaucial position improved, by the able and
statesmanlike scheme of bis Honorable friend.
(Applause.)

Hon. Mr. DORION said of course he couldnotgo
into the details of all the statements of the Min-
ister of Finance, but yet there were a few salient
points of the scheme on which he might venture
to offer a few remarks. For instance, the Hon.
gentleman said that the burdens of the country
would be very much diminished, because the
Sinking Fund of £30,000, upon the Imperial
Guaranteed Loan, was to be replaced by an an-
nual Sinking Fund, upon the whole debt, of two
per cent., which would amount to £60,000 per’
annum. Here was plainly hnd unmistakably an
increase of £30,000 a-year ; so in what way the
country was benefitted he could not see. Asto
tlhie other operation of paying a loan at 4 per
cent., and borrowing money at 5 per cent., he
must confess he could not, in this case either,
see the benefit ofit. True, he got 5 per cent.
India Bonds, but then there was the brokerage
of 11 per cent. in addition to the loss of one per
cent. upon the 5 per cent. honds. Tt appeared
that the Minister of Finance wanted £200,000
for the Public Buildings at Ottawa, and £250,000
for the redemption of the Seigniorial Tenure---
£450,000 dltogether. To meet this outlay, he
purchased Debentures to the extent of £850,000,
involving a loss of 23 per cent., three times over,
or 73 per cent. Indeed, no stronger proof could
be adducedofthe failure of theoperation than the
fact that Hon. gentlemen, now that that he had
got the money, did not know what to makeof it,
The money was in the hands of the Financial
agents, to be loaned by them at the minimum
rate of interest allowed by the Bank. There
was apother part of the scheme which certainly
@id no? appear to him.quite so clear as the Hon.
Alinister of Finance, and the Hon. member for
Renfrew would make them believe. He could
not understand how, by getting the exact equiv-
alent in 5 per cent. bonds of that portion of our
debt bearing 6 per cent. interest, we could, in
44 years, benefit to the extent calculated by the
Hon gentleman. It was, no doubt, the fact that
if the amount of our capital debt was increased,
as it must be by the conversion of the ¢ percent.
into 5 per cent. debentures, the annual interest
would be diminished. Where, however, was
the advantage of this, unless they did not intend
to pay the debt? They could not possibly get
anything by the operation, because the capital
would be much increased ; the result must, in
the end. be the same. As to the Sinking Fund,
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no doubt the Finance Minister was entitled to
some credit for the manner in which he had
effected the operation. But the plan was not a
new one. The Hon. gentleman himself, when
sitting on the Opposition side of the House---as
well as other Hon. gentlemen, on both sides of
the Housel--had repeatedly urged on the late Fi-
pance Minister, the necessity of effecting it.
But the Hon. gentleman got credit for it last
year, and why he should claim credit for it again
he (Mr. Dorion) could not understand. -

The Hon. the FINANCE MINISTER, said he
did not desire to occupy the time of the House
by prolonging this discussion at any length.
He must say that the calculations of the Hon.
member for Toronto, were quite as novel to him
(Mr- Galt) as the Hon. gentleman professed, on
a previous occasion, his were to him. But novel
though they were, he would not ask, at the
hands of the House, the same length of time to
expose the “fallacies” of the Hon. member for
Toronto, which the Hon. gentleman had taken to
expose what he considered to be his. (Laughter.)
Hemust certainly express his thanks to the Hon.
gentleman for.the manner in which he had ex-
pressed himself on this occasion, baseless,
though, as were his arguments and statements
from beginning to end. But before proceeding
to answer the Hon. member for Toronto, he
would say one or two words in reference towhat
had fallen from the Hon. member for Montreal
(Mr. Dorion.) The Hon, gentleman might have
left the matter in the hands of the Hon. member
for Toronto (Mr. Brown), because, in the few re-
marks hehad offeced, he had displayed a degreeof
ignorance on the subject which was really sur-
prising. The Hon. gentleman, instead of address-
ing himself to the facts, had assumed that a
certain loss would arise upon a suppositious
state of affairs. Referring to the Sinking Fund,
he had confessed himself unable to understand
in what better position the change would place
us. Well, if the. Hon. gentleman could not see
that it wasan advantage,—at & time when there
was a falling revenue, and when people were
laboring under the depressing influencesof an
almost unexampled commercial crisis,~—to reduce
the amount of our annual contributions, he de-
spaired of convincing him that it was better to
have the loan in the shape of ¢ five per cents.”
than “three per cents;” for, in truth, that was
the way in which the matter stood. But the
Hon. gentleman said, because we did not want
more than £800,000 of the £2,800,000 which
had been borrowed, we were therefore paying
two and a half per cent, three times over. Any-
thing more absurd than this can hardly be con-
ceived. The opinion¥ of the two Hon. leaders
of the Opposition, were wide as the poles assun-
.der. One complained that the whole £2,800,000
had cost them two and & half per cent.; while
the other objected to the whole scheme, because,
he said, there had been a loss of seven and &
half per cent. on the £800,000. (Laughter.)
He would now take up the speech of the Hon.
member for Toronto—and he would do so, not
because he really thought it mnecessary to

do so, or because he felt that he had at all
shaken the position he had taken-—but because,
considering the position of the Hon. gentleman
in this House, and considering, too, the length
of time, and the very great pains which he had
taken in preparing his speech, it would be only
courteous that he should criticise his numerous
remarks, in the order, if possible, in which he
had presented them to the House. He must con-
fess that he labored under considerable difficulty
in attempting to do this, for it was next to im-
possible, almost, for & mind to grasp at once all
the details of a speech so full of figures and so
carefully prepared. He must, therefore, ask the
indulgence of the House in making the attempt.
The Hon. gentleman commenced by admitting
that the Government had done somethiug that
wag advantageous, in connection with the Sink-
ing Fund, aad he thought, when he did so, that
the Government were at length beginning to get
their deserts from the Opposition, and that it
would be at last conceded that they might oc-
casionally do something that was right. But
his {Mr. Galt's) pleasurable surprise soon ceased,
when+he found that the admission was only
made, as it were, to catch the ear of the House;
and that the action of the Ministry had been, in
the first place, wrong in itself; in the next,
very badly carried out; in the third, that it
might have been done a great deal better in
three or four different ways. (Hearand Laughe
ter.) The statement, therefore, that the Gov-
ernment had been successful, was but 2 prelude
to remarks of a totally different character. The
Hon. gentleman said, the negotiation, in regard
to the change in the method of investing the
payments towards the Sinking Fund for the Im-
perial Loan, might have been carried out by
letter; that he might have written to the Lords
of the Treasury, who would—as a matter of
course, he supposed—have sent back a courteous
reply. Now, if the Hon. gentleman had care-
fully read the correspondence, he would have
seen that letters had been sent, but that the
Lords of the Treasury had not consented to the
propositions made. (Hear.) Then the Hon.
gentleman went on to say, that his ¢ persuasive
eloguence” had induced the Lords of the
Treasury to make certain arrangements in con-
nection with this same subject. Now, this ap-
peared to him quite at variance with his pre-
vious assertion. Either his colleagues were
justified in sending him home or they were not.
But, in one breath, the Hon. gentleman said they
were wrong, and in the next he asserted that,
had he not gone home, und had it not been for
his ¢ persuasive accents,” he should not have
succeeded at all. (Hear, hear.) The next as-
sertion made was, that even the apparent saving
made did not amount to a large sum. The Hon.
gentleman’s ideas of a large sum were very dif-
ferent from his, nor indeed, were they at all
fixed. He had listened to the speeches the Hon.
gentleman had made, had often made to this
House, when he was in an cconomical vein, and
£60,000 or £70,000 would then be “a very large
sum indeed.” (Hear.) He had heard him say that
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it was “monstrously extravagant” of the Gov-
ernment to spend far smaller amounts for import-
ant objects. The increase by £60 or £100 of the
saiary of a poor, hardworking, deserving clerk,
had been entitled ¢gross extravagance.” A few
hundreds spent in building bridges or opening up
roads, had been similarly  monstrous.” Yet now,
a saving of £60,000 or £70,000, made by Minis-
ters,was a very small thing indeed. (Hear, hear.)
Next, the Hon. gentleman seemed to say that, on
the whole, the Province ought not to beglad that
it had bought these 5 per cent. India Bonds, as
there had been deficiencies in the revenues
of India, since the DMutiny there, so
that the bonds were hardly a safe investment.
Perhaps, if he had been inhis position, he would
not have taken these ‘second class Securities,”
this * dangerous paper.” The capitalists
of England, however,----tho best judges
in the world---did not share the fears of the
Hon. gentleman. They were willing to give
mor? than 102} for the bonds. They even
bought up the India Loan, payable at Calcutta.
They believed, and so did he, and so did the
House believe, that the Government of India
res‘ed on & firm bagis ; that the whole power of
the Empire would be put forth before India
would be lost; that the blood and treasure of
Great Britain would be lavishly outpoured, be-
fore that great country would be given up, and
that, when_India Bonds were worth nothing—-if
that day ever came---the British Consols would
be worth very much less than they were now.
(Héar, hear.) Inthe examination of his scheme
the Hon, gentleman said it consisted of three
parts. He was perfectly correct. And the
three parts were the paying up of the Sinking
Fuad, the conversion of the Sterling siz per
cents into fives, and the raising ofthe new Loan.
But he added, each one of these parts might have
been done alone. He took a long time to show
this, but he did not himself succeed in making
a single calculation with which some statement
concerning the arrangements for the repayment
of the Sydenham loan was not mixed up. (Hear.)
Did he not admit, and did not the Hon. member
for Montreal admit, that the sale of the £2,800,~
000 of five per cents would not have been neces-
.sary, but for the arrangement in regard to the
Sinking Fund? Was not this an admission of
the connection betwgen those two parts of the
operation ? And--- )

Hon. Mr. BROWN---What I contended was
this [there is no doubt that the change of secu-
rities for the Sydenham Loan runs through the
whole of my argument]-—that you might have
done that, and done nothing mgore; closed up
the Sinking Fund, and done nothing more ; con-
verted the rest of the debt, and nothing else;
borrowed £1,200,000 or £2,800,000 and nothing
besides. (Hear.) :

. Hoa. Mr. GALT---The Hon. gentleman ad-
mitted that the Sydenbam Loan was mixed up
with the whole of his arguments. That was tho
point he was striving to establish, (Hear.)

Well, the operation was carried through asa
whole, and its parts neither could nor ought to
be separated. It was not fair to say, * this
part is right,” or “thisis wrong”; the whole
must be taken and judged as one. (Hear.)
There would have been no justification for the
borrowing of £2,800,000, unless he had pro-
posed to pay up the Sifiking Fund, unless he had
proposed to redeem’ the Municipal Loan Fund
Debentures. [Hear.] There was no separating
these parts of his scheme. The Hon.' gentleman
was, he must say, disingenuous. [Hear.] Now
as to the arguments he used ; and in this con-
nection he might express his regret that, in spite
of his having devoted so much time to the elu-
cidation of his operations, there was such a bias
in his mind, that what were clearly shewn tobe
gain, assumed the appearance of failure.
said the amount due to the Sinking Fund was
erroneously stated. If the House woutd look at
the figures, it would be seen that the whole bal-
ance due was £707,000. He said the re-sales
of the securities, of £619,000 at 3 cent., in the old
Sinking Fund, only  produced £588,000, and,
that thus there had been a greatloss. Now
according to his own views, the sale must have
taken place, to put the proceeds ‘into India or
other Stock, and loss would so have necessarily
occurred, And at the end, when the Imperial
Loan would have to be paid, and they had to re-
alize the securities. in the Sinking Fund, they
could not have got £100 for 3 per cent annui-
ties. Every one admitted that £95 was a fair

price for three per cents. Consequently, there

was no depreciation in the amount actually re-

" alized, that would not have arisen from any -

otuer mode of making up the sum required.
[Hear.] But the Hon. gentleman, by some ex-
traordinary mode of calculation, turned
£707,000 into £800,000. He [Mr. Galt]
tried to find if any possible loss of two and
a-half per cent. would make up this amount;
then he tried if 3} per cent. would do it, buthe

found he should require & much greater addl--
tion than this, and that he was actually repre-.

sented ag having raised money at a loss of £100,

000, or no- less than -one-seventh of the whole

amount! Now, how was that made out! -
Hon. Mr. BROWN—I will read it over.

Hon. Mr. GALT-~He preferred to follow the |

calculations as they were uttered by the Hon.
gentleman. And he must say, that, after adding
together  Agents' commission, - brokerage, and
every possible charge, he did not see how, by
hook or by crook, hie could make up more than
£20,000 or £30,000 of a loss on the realization

He

of these securitics. And as we had £30,000, -
lying in the Bank of England, which had been -

paid over to us, there was more than sufficient -

to cover any possible diminution that might
have arisen on the realization. of our Consols.
This £800,000, however, went through all the
Hon. gentleman’s caleulations, while we have
shewn, and he knew, and the House would see,

(7o be Continied.)
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that there could not be such a loss as to make up
this suni. The statement resembled a great
many he bad had the honor of hearing from the
Hon. member for Toronto. (Hear.)

Hon. Mr. BROWN —That is one way of dis-
cussing my figures.

Hon. Mr. GALT—it i3 somewhat dificnlt to
follow the Hon. gentleman, becausc when, for
one part of his argument,it was necesssatv that,
it should appear desirable to pay up the Sinking
Fund, he said it was desirable, and the reverse
when it ought to be made to appear undesirable.
The weight of his reasoning, however, went to
show that the Government were acting properly
and wisely in the attempt to deal with the Sink-
ing Fund, and that their policy, at least in this
respect, should commend itsclf to the attention
of this House and the approbation of the Coun-
try. But then he said it would have been better
to leave it as it was; not to raise the ihole of
the mouney for paying it up, but to leave it at
£800,000 or there abouts, and invest it in the best
manner we could—in five per cents, of some
kind, I assume—until, at length, the Sinking
¥ond should gradually extinguish the debt.
He observed that besides the £30,000 in re-pay-
went of principal, we should have had to pay
£60,000 2 year as interest, but should have got
back £35,000 from the Sinking Fund itself.
The Hon. member for Toronto and himself, were
sgreed upon this point, that under the firmer
jystem they should have had to pay £90,000 a
year, and under the new one they would only
had to disburse some £35,000. The position,
fhen, to which he had brought the Honorable
gentleman, was this, that, whether the ar-
rangements by which such a resuit had been
attained, might have been bettter carried out
or not, there had, undoubtedly, been a

large saving to the country. (Hear, hear.)
He then said we ought not to have taken
credit for any saving made, or any gsin realised,
through the operations of the last year, carried
out previous to last session. He thought we
should make a note of this, we should obsérve
that the past is to be forgotten. The good deeds
done by the Government were to be blotted out
of remembrance. If they were so, then the House
oughtto hear alittle less of what the Hon. gentle-
man considered the bad acts of the Ministry, and
ought not to be treated, every session, to a re-
chauffé of the evils which have been heaped
upon the country by his Hon. friends, the Atty.
Gen. East and West. (Hear.) But to return to
the Hon. gentleman's calculations: There were
others of them which he was totally at a loss to
understand. He said we had ‘incurred & logs---
a “dead loss” he calls it---of £48.000 by the
operation. He admitted that there was a gain
of £13,000 by the alteration in the investment,
that we bhad arranged for a considerable annual
relief to our revenue, but, by an extraordinary
and almost magical process, glthough we had
done these things, we had suffered a * dead loss'
of £48,000. He did not see how that could be.
How could there be such a loss, if the opcration
were only as beneficial as he himself stated ?
Did it aris¢ from the supposition that India
bonds might not be worth 2} per cent. when sold?
Hon. Mr. BROWN---No.
Hon. Mr. GALT---Is it exclusive of that ?
Hon. Mr. BROWN---Yes. I will explain.
Hon. Mr. GALT---If it was, then it made the
mystery the greaier. He thought, however, it
was reasonable to suppose that the Indian bonds,
when sold, would stand at their present market
value. They might invest the Sinking Fund in
anything they liked---even in consols---and yet
there would be a risk that the market would
fall. Consols were st 90, some time ago, where,
acording to the Hon gentleman's ideas, we
should have lost 10 per cent. by selling out.
But he thought it likely that, when we sold out
our India Bonds, in lots of £300,000 at a time,
not all at once, for that would lower the market,
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we should realize the advance they had made
gince we purchased. We bought at 102} ; and
they were now quoted at 104 (@) 104}. (Hcar)
Having dealt with this branch of the Hon.
gentleman's argument, he would now examine
one other of the modes he suggested for
gettling the Sinking Fund business. He first
uttered fearful threats of the manner in which
he was sure the House would denounce any-
thing like repudiation, which he imagined he
saw in one part of the propositions. And then,
examine themethod in which he would have got
out of a financial difficuity. He said it was pro-
vided that, if the Imperial Government were re-
quired to make advances in consequence of our
non-payment of any interest on the Imperial
Guaranteed Loan, they should charge us five
per cent. for them, and they might therefore
have allowed the Imperial Government to
take up the Loan themselves, and paid five per
cent., upon it. Was that consistent with our
engagements ? [Hear.] That was not what
he would have sone, or dared to recommend.
He had always thought this country had reason
to be proud, that from the time that loan was
contracted to the present day, we had never
been behind-hand in the payment of a single
shilling. He trusted the day would never come,
when uny money this country might owe would
not be fairly paid, when any one might be sorry
for having advanced us money, or any Govern-
ment regret having loaned us its credit. [Iear,
hear.] The manner of dealing with the Im-
perial Loan, which the Hon. gentleman pro-
posed, never entered his (Mr. Galt's) mind. Te
spoke about the originality of his plans—he gave
him full credit for bringing forth such an idea
as that. [Hear. i
Hon. Mr. BROWN---Why, it is in the Statute ?
ton. Mr. GALT---True, but was there men-
tioned as w penalty for breaking our engage-
ment., It might as well be said that if any of'us
wished for lodging and fued, we ought to steal,
that we might be sent to gaol. (Hear.) Again,
the Hon. vunlcnmu said he could have borrow-
ed when the Loan fell due. It was «quite true,
be might have borrowed on goud terms, but it
was equally true, that he might not have done
so0. If any one had a large sum to pay at a cer-
tain fime. it was clearly his duty and interestto
provide tor it in anticipation of the hour.—
{Hear) We should, by his plan, be no longer
in a position to bLe compellcd to pay. And the
Hon. gentleman ought to give us credit for that.
What was the case in regard to his Hon. friend,
the member for Renfrew, (Hon. Mr. Cay ley)
only the other day. A crisis occurred in Eng-
land, which his Hon. friend could not possibly
auticipate.
- claimed the right to sell some Provincial bonds
they held, at a lower rate than they bad been
usually disposed of, and who was then the first
to cry out; who was then the firstto find fault ?
Why, the senior member for Toronto.
hear.) Yet, now that Hon. gentleman said we
“ought not to bave looked forward like prudent
tien, but have waited, in the hope of selling de-

The financial agents of the Province |
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bentures just when they were required, on favor-
able terms; a hope which might be realized, or
mightnot. (Hear.) The public, Sir, were more
impartial judges than the Hon. gentleman, and
would give the Government credit for foresight,
and for raising money when they could do it
safely, not for waiting until a day which might
be an evil one. (Hear.) And no more favora-
ble time, he thought, will be likely to occur,
than the one chosen to carry out the scheme.—
The Bank interest was 2} per cent. He would
just ask, if they had waited one single fortnight,
whether they should have been able to do as
well? Now the Bank interest was at 4 per cent,
and could we have raised the £2,800,000 on
terms as advantageous as we did ? In. regard to
quite another branch of the subject-—the conver-
sion of our debt---a branch which the Hon. gen-
tleman said was not necessarily connected with
the others, the Hon. gentleman stated that we
had only converted £47,000 worth of debentures,
yet he said there was no reason whatever, why
we should not have offered parties our five per
cent. bonds in exchange for debentures-—one
bond for one debenture—-and that very probably
they would have accepted the proposal. He
thought very probably they would not. He
mxght have offered the 5 per cent. bonds, it was
true, but the holders of the 6 per cent. deben-
tures would not have found it their interest to
take them, and this was a part of the question
he did not secm to have looked at when he said
he was not swayed, in this matter, by the con-
siderations he thought ought to have influenced
him. {Hear.) Yect, on the other hand, he as-
serted, that it was a piece of ‘“audacity” on his
part to ask persons to convert the sixes into
fives. Now he stated to the House, when he last
bad the honor of addressing Ilon. members on

‘this question, that there was a fractional gain of

interest hy holding the debentures until about
the 30th of June, the limit of the time within
which they could be exchanged for stock. He
might have very fairly urged that the House,
having heard the arguments, should form its
judgment on what was likely to be the result of
the proposition to convert the debt, before learn-
ing what had actually happened. Bat he had
great pleasure in informing Hon. memwbers, that
the conversion of the sterling 6 per cent. had
commenced nearly 5 months before the limit of
time allowed, and he had now the further satis-
faction of telling thew that, notwithstanding the
small gain to be realized by holding debentures
until then the last mail brought him the infor-
mation that an amount of the sterling sixes has
been converted, on the terms proposed by the
Government.

Hon. Mr. BROWN---How much ?

Hon. Mr. GALT—£89,000 (Hear,. hear.)
This, hm\ ever, was probably one of the ¢ small
sums” of the Hon. gentleman, but if the opera-
tion continued at this rate, they should have a
great deal of the debt converted by the 30th of
June, not to speak of the amount held by those
persons who might not be convinced until then
that the terms offered by the Government were
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fair and reagsonable. (Hear.) The Hon. gen-
tlemen theorized, and said people would not
convert at all. On the other hand they had
the fact, that they were converting, and as he
saw that the quotation of our fives was a little
higher, in proportion, than that of our sires, he
had every reason to believe that the conversion
would continue. (Hear.) However, the Hon.
gentleman had said, also, that the conversion, if
it happened, would be unfortunate, in fact, dis-
astrous to the Province. Let the House examine
his reason. It was to be disastrous because we
might have waited and redeemed the Debentures
at par, as they fell due. Well, there was only
one way of meeting the Debentares, and that
was, by getting themoney. (Hear.) TheHon.
gentleman had said we conld have bought, but
he had not told us how we could have got the
cash. (Hear, hear.) That was, however, a
most important part of the process. And this
was just what the Goverument desired to pro-
tect the country from; viz., from having to
get the cash at an unfavorable time. [Hear.]
The Bonds matured at intervals of everysix
months or so, for ten years. Within that period
it was certain---judging from experience---that
some fearful crisis would occur in the money
market. That was cquivalent to saying that
there was an absolute certainty of having to re-
decm some portion of our Debentures at a great
sacrifice in order to maintain the Provincial
credit, if we waited in procuring the means
until their maturity. (Hear.) TheHon. gentle~
man han also refused to allow them credit for
establishing a Sinking Fund, for the redemption
of our Consolidated Debt, in & quiet way. He
had said it would be better to pay for £60,000
worth of onr securitics a year. How were we to
get the £60,000 worth, except by going into the
market for it? He bad said that would be a
good operation in regard to our sixes, but he had
asserted that he [Mr. Galt] could not carry out
a similar plan in regard to our fires, but that
we should be obliged to invest our Sinking
Fund at three or four per cent. per annum, for
many years. [Hear.] After this, and he begged
the House to excuse him for hurrying through
the points’ of the speech so rapidly—-he had re-
ferred to the vemarks he (Mr. Galt) made on the
subject of the Municipal Logn Fund Debentures,
and the course the Government had determined
‘to take. in reference thereto. It was not neces-
sary to dwell very long on that matter, but it
would be well for the House to bear in mind the
fact that those Debentures had never been con-
sidered Provincial securities, which was why
they have always been ata discount in the mar-
ket. It was trie that Parliament had, of late
years, consented to make advances to the Muni-
¢ipal Loan Fund, to enable it to meet the in-
terest on the Bonds, but the” Public had never
been led to believe that there was a Government
guarantee for the redemption of these Bonds.
Well, was it anything like repudiation for the
Governmenut. to take these Bonds back, giving
the holders, not the market price for them, but
the value they bore on their fall, more, in most

cases, than kad been given.for them? We had
not forced the holders of these securties to take
five per cent. interest instead of six; we had
merely said we would give them,. if they
chose, our five per cent, securities, or cash, in-
stead of their Bonds. If they did not choose,
they would have to trust, for the repayment of
their money, to the resources of the Fund
charged with it. (Hear.) He could not see
how the Government should be exposed to the
reproaches of repudiation, at the hands of the
Hon. member for Toronto, nor did he fear that
his ideas would be shared, either by the holders
of Municipal Loan Fund Bonds, or by others,
pecuniarily interested in our Finauces. (Hear.)
He thought the country’s credit could stand the
shock of the Hon. gentleman's arguments—and
it had to sustain a good deal, atthe hands of
the Hon. member—especially, when the factwas
that the Government offered £109 for n security
for which the hiolders could not expect, with any
certainty, to receive more than £90. in the de-
sire of acting fairly and in the mostliberal man-
ner. It was very well to say the Bonds had not
come in, yet. Neither had the 30th June ar-
rived. By that time, he bad every reason to
believe, we should have almost all the Muni-
cipal Loan Fund Bonds in our possession.
(Hear.) Now, in regard to the new loan, the
Hon. gentleman had said, there was not the
slightest reason for raising so great an amount.
Even the £400,000 for Debentures redeemed, he
could not understand; that £400,000 seemed to
have been acting on him as a night-mare. He
(Mr. Galt) did not see the importance of telling
the House at once, of whom he had bought each
particular Debenture, but he had endeavored to
explain the wny In which he had raised the
money, leaving for subsequent explanation and
discussion the manner in which he had spent it
The Hon. gentleman had admitted thisin his
own argument, because he asked, ‘“what are
you going to do with the money you have got ¥
He would say, £400,000 was required for the
purpose of redecming certa'n Debentures. He
had found fault because he (Mr. Galt) redeemed
those which fell due. He would, however, ask
what others we were sooner called upon to re-
deem. (Hear.) Then, he seemed to think we
had been acling under some old Act of Parlia-
meunt. The fact was, that, being in England, at
a distance from his colleagues, and having left
before the accounts were made up, he hardly
knew the exact amount which would be re-
quired, especially for the expenditure on Public
Works. He thought, however, that it would
be about £100,000.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—You had no authority to
borrow that. : .

Hon. Mr. GALT—Of course we had. If the
House authorises the construction of works to a
certain amount, it authorvises the raising of
money to build them.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—No, no !

Hon. Mr. GALT—Very well—this disagree-
ment proved all the more that it was better to
discuss the subject when it fairly came up.
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(Hear.) Then the Hon. member for Toronto
had asked why we did not pay stock, instead of
money, for the Debentures, to the people from
whom we bought them. He would find, on en-
quiry, that these sccurities were bought hefore
the negotiations about the stock -were com-
menced. Some of the Debentures had been
bought av a discount—a discount of five or six
per “cent.—and if the Government had waited
until theirscheme had been completed, they cer
tainly would not have made so good a bargain.
(Hear, Hear.) The lon. gentleman had also, after
objecting to the amount of the loan, referred,
and made objections to thic mode in which it was
raised. He bad had the honor, previously, of
explaining to the House, the grounds on which
he formed his judgment in regard to the metbod
adopted. and he hoped he had satisfied the House
that the course was a correct one. It was,
however, incontrovertible that, whatever the
result of a different system might have been,
the result of the one actually carrried out had
been to maintain the Provincial credit. It had
heen said it wasdone at a loss. Ie maintained
there had been a gain. It wasa gain even to
have carried out an operation of this magnitude,
five times as large as had ever been entered into,
on behalf of the country, before. It must have
been well conducted, since it had been received
so well, and since, allhuuﬂh nearly £3,000,000
stg. additional securities liad been thrown on
the money market, the price, not only of the
new loan, but also of the old six per cent., -had
been maintained. It had been asked why we
had not got par? He might very well answer
that it was not easy to tell, in advance, the price
2 new description of article would fetch. If he
bad issued the stock at par, instead of having
offers of £22,000,000, he might not have got £2,~
000,000: and he dared not risk a failure.
[Hear, hear.] The Hon. member would bave it
that he (Mr. Galt) had pcrpetmtcd a. terrible
sacvifice. Well, if he had, it was a sacrifice
which  was made by all Governments
issuing new loans, and the British Government
itself had often done so. Indeed, quite recently
they had issued the very India Bonds (in which
we had invested our Smking Fund) at 97, now
worth from 104 to 104} in the market. Was it
not strange that, with all their knowledge of
finance, the British Ministers couid not foresce,
that, in six months, this very stock would be
worth 73 per cent. more than they got for it!
Yes, and further, was it Jot.amazing that they
should repeat the opcrauon by giving us of that
very stock at 102}, when it was sclling at 104}.
Bat, rather, was it not really more str'mge that
it dnd not occur to Hon. gentlemen on the other
- side that there was a difference between a whole-
sale and a retail price? Why the Hon. member
for Toronto, himself, would make the distinction
when dealing with his customers, for we found
that that great paper the Globe, so necessary for
the enhghtcnnunt of phe country, and which
certainly was above gar, was given to clubs, at
a considerable reduction upon its price to sin-
‘ 'gle subscribers.  Surely, understanding the dif-

‘creascd confidence reposed in our credit.

ference in this matter, he might have beens
little more moderate in charging the Finance
Miunister with making terrible sacrifices, because
he did not dispose of two and a half millions of
stock at the same price as he could £1,000.—
But the Hon. member saw no difficulty in this,
Possibly he might know of some system of leger-
demain by which the operation could be accon-
plished, but he [Mr.Galt] had not that knowledge.
The objection he respectfully submitted, was aa
untenable one, and could not be mamtmned -
Again, the Hon. member stated, that instead of
throwing the whole stock at once upon the mar-
ket, it would have been wiger and more advan.
w.gc-ous to have sold it in instalments, say in
sums of £100,000 or so; that is, that we should
have had some person always on ’Change with
our Scrip, announcing ¢ another supply of Can-
adian Stock! the last to be offered! walk up
gentlemen and seize the opportunity, before it
passes away, to provide yourself with a first class
article!” Thus, month by month, would the
Hon. member for Toronto have peddled the loan,
and teased the buyers who would never have
been sure how much or how little was intended
to be sold. Was this the way to create confi-
dence, and to ensure the stability of our credit?
He did mwt think so ; op the contrary, he thought
the besd and the most dignified way was to be
frank with the British lenders, and at once to tell
them how much we wanted to borrow, what we
intended to do with the money, and what were
our means of meeting the obligations that would
arise.” This he had done, and he believed the
results of this free and open statement of the
facts might be seen in the readiness with which
the wants of Canada were supplied, and the Tin-

he
Hon. member had heen unfair too, in quoting
the value of our 6 per cent stock, at different
times, and had.made it run up from 113 to 117,
forgetting to say that the large figure represent-
ed the interest accrucd and shortly becoming
payable.

Hon. Mr. BROWV denied that he had done

this, but that, on the contrary he had said the
increased quotations were due to the cause as-
signed by the. Finance Minister.
» Hon. Mr. GALT would again correct the Hon.
member, whose words he had taken down, for
he simply said that the Stock after January had
gone down.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—T said that the reel value
of the Stock was 115.

Hon. Mr. GALT—Then the Hon. member had
asserted there was a loss of £90,000 on the loan
effected, and he (Mr. Galt) at first though that
by this he meant the total loss, but afterwards
he added the discount of two-and-a-half per
cent.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—No. 1 stated the gross
sum of two-and-a-half millions and placed the
loss against it.

Hon. Mr. GALT believed that, but for this ex-
planation, the House would Lave understood the
Hon. member to mean a_further loss of the dis-
count on the 97} product. Then, the Hon. mem-
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ber had expressed a doubt as to whetber it was
advantageous to have the loan irredeemable,
but he bhad no such misgivings; on the contrary,
he thought this was one of the best features of
the arrangement. It was much better than
having a term of repayment fixed ; for, if at the
end of twenty years we were obliged to make
provigion to meet the debt, it might happen that
just then, it would be extremely inconvenient
for us to do so. By the scheme adopted, at the
end of twenty-five years, it would be optional
with us to pay or not to pay, for before we were
called upon we mustourselves give three months
notice of our intentions to wipe off the debt. It
might be that a monetary crisis would just then
be disordering the market, and that it would be
out of our power to provide the money; and it
was well known to persons at all conversant
with such subjects, that there were periodical
derangements of trade, issuing in panics which
threw everything into confusion, and rendered
it very diflicult, if not impossible, at the timne; to
raise cash. All we would have to do, if the
first twenty-five years expired at such « time,
would be to defer payment for one or two years,
as might suit our convenience. Or, if the money
market were easy and our credit good, ashe had
no doubt it would be, if we were careful, we
might say to the holders of the Stock, ¢ we will
exchange with you for new Stock at four or
four and a-half per cent.,” as the case may be;
and if they decline, we can then go in the
market and negotiate for means to pay them off.

Hon. Mr. BROWN—Why might not thig have
been done equally well in 1874, when a large
portion of our present debt would become due?

Hon. Mr. GALT—For the reason already as-
signed, and which he deemed perfectly con-
clusive, that we did not know we should then be
abletodo so. How could we tell what the state
of the money market would be in 18747 It
might or might not be favourable for borrowing,
and he certainly did not think it was the Pro-
vince of wisdom to leave such impertant mat-
ters to the contingencies of the hour. -Again,
the Hon. member had said that the Stock was
not acceptable, and that it was not taken up,
people preferring Bonds. The answer to this
was, that it did not at all matter to us whether
people preferred- Bonds to Stock. The Hon.
member did not seem however to know the
reason why there might be a leaning to Bonds,
so he would tell him that therec wasa stamp
duty of oune-half per cent. on inscribed Stock,
and therefore persons who did not intend to make
permanent investments, preferred the Bonds up-
on which there was no duty. However, out of
the £2,800,000, £300,000 had been taken in
Stock, which to that extent showed the confi-
dence that was felt in our fanture prosperity, for
of course this large sum was for the purpose of
bolding. Some parties on the otherhand pre-
ferred Stock, because. it gave security against
fire and loss in .other ways. . He now came to
the most serious offence charged against him by
the Hon, member, which was that he had paid
£40,000 for Commissions to the Agents, and this

be represented as a most monstrous waste of
money. He (Mr. Galt) admitted it would be a -
monstrous waste if this sum were paid simply
for the clerkage and trouble incident to the
‘operation in question, but it was paid for no
such thing. These Houses had acquired their
credit and influence in the great money market
of the world, by a hundred years of experience
and skilful management; and it was this that
gave them the immense power they possessed.
It was for the use of this power and experience,
in our favour, that we paid them, and mnot
because Mr. Galt, the Finance Minister of
Canada. had a conversation with them and
agreed to use their services in the nego-
ciation of the business. We paid for their
credit with the moneyed men of England and for
nothing else. But the Hon. member did not
stop here, he determined to pile on the. agony;
and, as a climax; added to all the other mon-
strous wrongs that of his paying a quarter per
cent. to the broker employed. ~ ’

Hon, Mr. BROWN---they had abroker of their
own.

Hon. Mr. GALT---No doubt they had, and
they paid him his proper charge, just as they
had clerks to whom they paid the salaries agreed
upon. Ifthe Hon. member wanted to sell or
buy through a broker he would, of course, have
to pay him, and that was all that had been done
in this case. As a winding up argument the
Hon. member maintained that it was quite delu-
sive to say that any advantage was gained, sim-
ply because the annual charge on the revenue
was diminished, when the money would have
to beultimately paid. Wellif it was a delusion
to diminish the burdens of the country at a time
wheén it was suffering under great depression of -
its industry, he hoped it would experience many
such delusions. He conceived that in bringing
about such a delusion he had evidenced a much
truer patriotism than the Hon. member whose
efforts have been directed for many years to-
wards erying down our credit, and depreciating
our character. He might be a singuine man,
but he would much rather be a sanguine man
and even err on the side .of hope in the ulte-
rior ability of the country to do honor to its ob-
ligations, than labor in decrying it; for his
checring anticipations might have the effect of
inspiring confidence when the public mind
pressed by- disaster, required some moral sup-
port. And at any rate, he wasnot the man to
cry out that there was no salvation for Canada
but in pursuing a course which could only be
productive of trouble and disquictude-—it was
not & course which he would take, nor for
which his colleagues any more than. himself
were prepared. (Cheers.)

Hon. Mr. BROWN contended that the Hon.
gentleman had not . fairly met any of the objec
tions which he [Mr. Brown]hadurged against the
scheme. He did not intend to follow him through
the speech he had just made, at the present
late hour. But when both speeches were print-
en---his [Mr. Brown’s] and Mr. Galt’s---it would
be seen how fallacious were the statements made
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by the Hon. gentleman. He must protest against
the course adopted by the Hon. gentleman, in
the spcech be had just made---which was to
put words into his [Mr. Brown’s] mouth that he
had never uttered. The Hon. gentleman con-
fessed that he could not understand the argu-
ments urged by bim [Mr. Brown] against the
scheme. Butofcourse he would not condescend
to understand anything on the subject except
what he himself uttered. The Hon. gentleman
did not scem to wish to understand it. He had
not met the objection urged as he ought to have
done. A sneering tone characterised his whole
specch, which was quite out of place, especially
when it was a matter of a loss to the Province
of £95,000, that was chosen as a fit subject to
sneerat. The Hon. gentleman should have stated
to the tHouse. that it was, or was not, the fact that
the Province was to lose this amount, and not
sneer at the statement as he had done. At
the present late hour he would not trouble the
House with any further comments on the speech,
in reply, just made. But with regard to one
poiut in the Hon. gentleman's argument, he
must be permitted to say that the Finance Min-
igter was the first to cause the Province to repu-
diate her bargain as regards she Provincial Bonds
under the Imperial Statute. That Hon. gentle-
man had made an outery, because he [Mr.
Brown] had stated, that it would have been
better 10 have allowed the Imperial Govern-
ment to take up these Bonds at five per
cent.—and stated that if such a thing were
allowed, it would be an act of repudiation in
the heart of the Province. While the fact was
that the effect of the Hon. gentleman's scheme
would be to bring about this very event, which he
characterizes as an act of repudiation. He
must also be permitted agrin to condemn the
the policy of the Financial Minister, which led
him to sacrifice five per cent. Bonds at ninety-
seven and a half. Such a proceeding was almost
as bad as that of Mr. Cayley's, when he disposed
of the Provincial securities at ninety-five, when
the selling price in the market was from 105 to
106. ([Laughter.] The Hon. gentleman [Mr.
Galt] had accused him of admitting the Sinking
Fund to be desirable, and yet of' condemning it.
He [Mr. Brown] objected ﬁ%l'l because the Hon.
gentleman bad set aside th®Sinking Fund for
- fifty years, allowing it to go on accumulating ;
while%on the other principle, there would have
been an opportunity of converting the debtat s
future time upon much more advantageous
terms. With regard to the Consolidated De-
bentures, the Hon. gentleman had kept out of
sight the acts of the Government changing the
securities of those parties altogether. Indeed,
the Hon. gentleman had not,'in the slightest de-
gree, met the points he had brought against him.
The Bill was then read a second time.
The House adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.
Quebee, March 21, 1860.

Mr. SPEAKER took the chair at three o'clock.

CASUAL RIGHTS.

Hon. Mr. LATERRIER enquired whether the
indemnity for Casual Rights, as established by
the commissioners employed to prepare the
Scignorial Schedules under the Seignorial Act
of 1854, and charged to the Province by the Act
of 1859, 22 Vic. cap. 48, will be paid to the
Seigniors entitled to receive them, and from what
period ?

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET replied that the
amount would be paid, and from the time al-
ready provided for by the Act.

Hon. Mr. LATERRIERE said that the pay-

ment was not provided for in the Act.
Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET said that it was.
TORONTO MECHANIC’S INSTITUTE.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN moved for the second read-
ing of the Bill to repeal the charter of the To-
ronto Mechanic's Institute. The objéct of the
Bill was to enable that Institute to come under
the general Incorporation Act-—-and was intro-
duced in petition. '

The Bill was read a second time, and referred
to a Special Committee, composed of Hon.
Messrs. De Blaguiere, Campbell, McDonald, and
the Mover.

GROWING TIMBER.

The House resolved itself into Committee of
the Whole, to consider the amendments of the
Committee on the Bill to Protect Growing Tim-
ber. Hon. Mr. Mills in the chair.

Hon. Mr. ALLAN said that the Bill was not
intended to protect the rights of any class of
land holders. It afforded protection to both.—
But of anything, it would be of greatest benefit
to small lIand holders, who could not pay keep-
ers to look after their lands, which were in con-
sequence liable to be completely stripped of trees
by those people who made it a trade to go into
the woods, and carry away the best timber they
could find, no matter in whose lands it grew.
The principle of the Bill, he thought, generally
acknowledged ; and therefore, a proper remedy
ought to be at once provided—especially as the
evil was increasing. and the present. remedies
provided by law were bound to be totally inad-
equate. Indeed, so inadequate was it that those
people who made it their calling to cut- down
and carry off the timber, found it to their advan-
tage to carry on their nefurious practices,
notwithstanding that they were tried and con-
victed for the offence :~-~for the punishment—in
many instances a fine of & few dollars——was so
ingignificant that the profits of the stolen timber
greatly counterbalanced it. The Bill proposed
to make the offence punishable by imprisonment
for three years in the Penetentiary, and also the
imposition of a fine of $400. Greater good was

expected under these provisions, than under the

¢
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present Act, which was calculated to meet the
wants of the community ata time when land
was not as valuable as it was at present.

Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR thought the provisions of
the Bill were too stringent, and he proposed to
modify them by an amendment, striking out that
portion of the Bill which made the cutting down
of timber & felony, punishable in the Peniten-
tiary. Apart from questions of humanity, the
Bill, by its own stringency, would-defeat itself.

Sir E. P. TACHE quite concurred with the
Hon. gentleman. The rights of humanity, he
thought paramount to the rights of society, and
the House should not affix a stigma, such as was
proposed to an offence, to which, at present, it
did not attach. To make the cutting down of
timber a felony, would be something like revi-
ving the barbarities of olden times, when a par-
tridge was thought of more consequence than a
man’s life. The people of the country did not
look on the cutting down of timber as such a
great crime. It had commenced a century and
a half ago, when it was no harm, and the cus-
tom had grown up with them, and they did not
look on it as an offence, for the perpetration of
which, they ought to be sent to the Penitentiary.
He hoped that the House would not so suddenly
fix such a stigma to the offence in question;
and that the words ‘felony” and “misde-
meanor” would be struck out of the Bill.

Hon. Mr. MURNEY thought the private rights
of individuals should be protected beforc the
dictates of humanity were obeyed. The Hon.
gentleman strongly condemned the present sys-
tem, by which wholesale robberies of trees were
of daily occurrence, while the robbers actually
laughed in the faces of the owners of the land.

Hon. Mr. WALKER also thought that some
measure ought to be passed, to protect the pri-
vate rights of individuals against those wood
land robbers.

Hon. Mr. KNOWLTON was, perhaps, the
greatest sufferer from such depredations, of any
gentleman in the House—-living as he did, in
the Eastern Townships, surrounded by woods;
but be would never think of sending any man
to the Penitentiary, and branding him as a felon
for stealing his wood. Because he knew that,
from the peculiar nature of the circumstances
under which the crime was commitfed, that its
perpetrators did notlook on it as entailing such
punishment---and also because he did not think

that it could benefit society, to send the father’

of a family to the Penitentiary, and let his wife

and family starve, and perhaps grow up to be-1-

come the emulators of their {athers crime. He
would vote against the Bill as it at present stood.

Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR proposed to amend the
Bill by striking out the words *felony” where-
ever it occurred in the Bill, and incerting ¢ mis-
demeanor” in its stead.

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL reminded the Hon. gen-
tleman, who had just taken his place, that by
the law, ag it at présent stood, the crime of
stealifg timber was a misdemeanor. There
could be no doubt, he thought, that the man who
went upon another man’s ground, and, without

his privity and consent, carried off the timber
belonging to that man, was not an honest man.
Such a person was a thief, and should be pun-
ished as a thief. .

8ir E. P. TACHE sgain urged on the House
the necessity of modifying the Bill, so as not all
at once to affix a stigma of felony to a crime
which, from the custom of a century and a half,
had come notto be looked upon in such a hein-
ous light. He did not oppose steps being taken
to protect private rights---all he wished for was,
that at first the punishment should not be so
severe as proposed.

Hon. Mr. Dr BLAQUIERE also advocated
mild measures, and then if they were not found
to answer the purpose, more stringent measures
could be applied.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET drew attention to
the state of the criminal law, as it at present
stood. According to it, if & man went on an-
other’s land, and carried away a cord of wood
which was already cut, he could be sent to the
Penitentiary for seven years~—-but if he ~Fent on
to his neighbor’s land, and cut down his trees,
and carried them off, he would only be fined
some 40s. He (Mr. V.) could never sce the dif-
ference in the magnitude of the two crimes.---
One was as much a felony as the other.

Hon. Mr. MOORE thought the arguments of
the Hon. Commissioner of Crown Lands unan-
swerable, and would support the Bill, because
its principle was a sound one.

Hon. Mr. BOULTON did not see why the Bill
should be opposed.” The man who cut down,
and carried away the timber was a robber, and
should be punished as such.

Hon. Col. PRINCE intended to move an
amendment to Mr. Seymour’samendment, to the
effect that the value of the sappling cut down
should be aslow as $5, not $20, =0 as to bring
the offender within the act. His object was to
prevent the malicious destruction of ornamental
trces. At the same time he thought the Bill
too stringent, and would support the amendment
that “misdemeanor” be substituted for “felony.”

Hon. Mr. FERRIE voted for the Bill as it at
present stood. It was most provoking to sec
property destroyed by those wood robbers, and
every step ought to be taken to punish them,
and put a stop to their practices.

Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR intended to move the
smendment Col. Prince had given notice of as
soon as the House had concurred in his first
L amendment. . ) .
Hon. Mr. ALLAN protested that the object of
the Bill would be destroyed, if the amendment
were carried. .

The House then divided on Hon. Mr. Sey-
mour's amendment which was carried, and the
Bill was ordered for a third reading on Friday.

SUBSIDY TO OCEAN STEAMERS.

The Bill to increase the Subsidy to Ocean
Steamers, and to extend the Telegraph Line to
the Straits of Belle-Isle, was received from the
Lower House, and read a second time.

Hon. Mr. VANKOUGHNET moved that it be.
read a second timé to-morrow.--Carried.
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STATIONERY.

A message was received from the Assembly,
requesting the appointment of a Committee, to
act as a Joint Committee with the: Committee of
the Assembly, for the purpose of looking after
the Stationery of both Houses. .

Hon. Mr. MORRIS protested against the ap
pointment of thosc Joint Committees. They
were almost unknown in England---only one or
two having occurred in 1850, while here they
were becoming alarmingly frequent. The Coun-
cil ought to act independently of the Assembly.

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON also protested against the
introduction-of the system of Joint Committees.

Hon. Mr. De BLAQUIERE concurred with
Hon. gentlemen, the practice of Joint Commit-
tees was much to be regretted. He warned the
House that the practice bad a far deeper mean-
ing than at first appeared. It was meant as a
blow at the independence of the Legislative
Council; and if Hon. gentlemen meant to sup-
port the independence of the Council, they must
not consent to those Joint Committees, in Wwhich
the Council was not fairly represented, and tho
moment their principle came to be recognized,
the foundation of theindependence of the Coun-
cil would be sapped. . :

The House tben adjourned.

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY.
Wednesday, Murch 21, 1860.

Mr. Speaker took the chair at three o'clock,
QUEBEC PILOTS.

On the motion of the Hon. Mr. THIBAU-
DEAU, the petition of Olivier Raymond and
others, Pilots at or above Quebee, asking for
certain changes in the present tariff, was refer-
red to a Sclect Committee, consisting of Messrs.
Dorion, Morin, Turcotte, Désaulniers, Sincennes,
Starnes, and the mover, with power to send for
persons and papers.

BILLS INTRODUCEII) %ND READ A FIRST
TIME. i

Bt to regulate the standard for the sale of
" tanned leather.---Mr. Price.
BiLL to amend the act respecting the Munici-
“pal Institutions of Upper Canada, soas to enable
County OCouncils to remunerate their mem-
bers for travelling expenses.——Mr. Gould.

BiLy to incorporate the Ottawa Board of Lum-
ber Manufacturers.—-Mr. W. 7. Powell.

BiLr to amend the 49th chapter of the Consoli-
dated Statutes of Upper Canpada, respecting
Joint Stock Road Companies.-——-Col, Playfair.

Bruu to amend the 58th chapter of the Con-
solidated Statutes of Canadg, a3 regards the in-
vestment of money by insurance Companies.—--'
Hon. Mr. Cayley.

BiLr to regulate the qualifications of practi-
tioners in Medicine, in Upper Canada.---Hon.
Mr. Cayley.

BiLy to amend the Railway Act, so far as re-
lates to the representation given to Municipal
Stock.~~Mr. W. F. Powell.

Bt to render valid, certain Final Orders
granted by the Judges or Commissioners of the
Insolvent Courts of Upper Canada.-—-Mr. Benja-
min.

Birt to Incorporate the North Shore Naviga-
tion Company on the River St. Lawrence.---Mr.
Desauluiers., :

BiLL (from the Legislative Council) for res-
traintag Municipalities from issuing Debentures
beyond a certain amount.——Mr. Wilson.

FISHERY ACT.

Mr. CTMON moved for a committee to inquire
into the operation of the Fishery Act, said com-
mittee to be composed of Messrs. MeKellar, Cha-
pais, Beaubicn, Macleod, A. P. McDonald, Hon. Mr.
Cauchon, Mossrs. Cameron, Iypice, Carling.
Meagher, Dorland, and the mover.

The motion was adopted.

. NON-CONFIDENCE MOTION.

Hon. Mr. FOLEY moved for an address to His
Excellency setting forth, ¢ that the present Ad-
ministration does not possess the confidence of
a majority of the representatives of Upper Ca-
nada in this House, but retaine power through
a Lower Canada majority ; and that, as a result
of this unfortunate stateof affairs, the patronage
of the Crown is dispensed in Upper Canads,
upon the advice of those representing the mi-
nority, and in opposition to the wishes of a
majority of the electors of Upper Canada; and
that as & further regult, persons have in numer-
ous instances been appointed to offices, who
were unfit for the duties entrusted to them by
the Executive.” He would offer little comment
on the facts embodied in his motion, Asthey must
be self-evident toall, on both sides of the House:
His first proposition, would be confirmed by a
search of the journals of the House, ever since
the Hon. gentlemen opposite had taken their
seats. - In no single instance within his recol-
lection, in a legislative measurs involving the
interests of Upper Canada, had those Hon. gen-
tlemen carried with them an Upper Canada ma-
jority.  This had not been accidental, but con- -
tinuous and’ systematic, and on no .occasion
during the present Parliament, had it been ne-
cessary for those Hon. gentlemen to make an
appeal to the Public, for the purpose of increas-
ing their strength. It was desirable and impor-
tant that the. sentiments and feelings of Upper
Canada should agcompany the action of the
Government, both in their administrative and
legislative capacity. It was with the view of
bringing about that state of things, and remedy-
ing the evil, which even in the last Parliament
was admitted on the part of Hon. gentlemen
then occupying the Treasury Benches, that the
last general election for both Upper and Lower
Canada took place. What was the result of
that election? Why, that a legislature was re-
turned which recorded its hostility, npon every
occasion upon which a vote was taken, express-

ive of the feelings of Upper Canada--to the Hon.
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gentlemen occupying the Treasury Benches,!
The Attorney General East wmight with somd
propriety have said during the last Parliament,
that very great doubt did exist on which side
the feelings and wishes of the people of Upper
Canada lay ; but he (Mr. Foley) would submit,
that, after the Hon. Attorney Generals bill and
the decision upon it, that gentleman and gentle-
men of Lower Canada, could no longer hesitate
to acknowledge the fact, that thc Hon. gentle-
men whom they sustained in the Government,
did not possess the confidence of the people of
Upper Canada. His next proposition was, that
as a result of this unfortunate state of affairs,
the patronage of the Crown was dispensed in
Upper Canada, upon the theadvice of the minor-
ity, and in opposition to the wishes of the ma-
jority of the Electors of Upper Canada. This

had been proved at that election, when two |
gentlemen, Mr. Spence and Mr. Morrison, who ||

bad given their adherence to that Government,
were ignominiously defeated upon their election,
by the very people to whom they had success-
fully appealed in 1852. It was certainly evi-
dence of the facts he had stated, that those two
gentlemen, through whom it was that the At-
torney General West and Sir Allan McNab had
obtained the confidence of the people of
Lower Canada, met with signal defeat, and im-
mediately after that defeat, those gentlemen
were clevated to office by the Hon. gentlemen
opposite. The gentleman next appointed to the
registry-ship of Toronto, was that same Mr. Mor-
rison. It could not be pretended that those ap-
pointments were in accordance with the wishes
of the people of Upper Canada. And besides;
these cases, was not Mr.Webster defeated at
Wellington, and afterwards apppointed to an
office in Guelph ? And was not Mr. Jobn Hild
liard Cameron also defeated, and subsequently
appointed toa lucrative office in Upper Canal
da? And was not Mr. Larwell defeated in the
County of Kent, and yet appointed to the Regis-
_try office of that County? Mr. Richards, too)
was defeated Ly his Hon. friend from Oxford,
and appointed to a lucrative office. Mr. Riley,
also, was defeated in Brant, and received a
similar appointment. “He could go farther, and
point to the Commissioners of peace, 4nd other.
appointments which had been made from one
end of Upper Canadato the other, in opposition
to the wishes of the people. These appoint-
ments were not only contrary to the wishes lof
the Reform party. but in opposition likewise to
the feelings of the Conservative party. (Hear,
hear.) As far as Upper Canada was concerned
he presumed this would not be disputed, yet
Hon. gentlemen possessing neither the confi-
dence of onc side or the other, continued to oc-
cupy the Benches, notwithstanding these unde-
uiable fucts. BHis third proposition wag that
in numerous instances persons had been appoin-
ted to offices who were unfit for the dutiss en-
trusted to them. So far as the magistracy was
concerned, he would be prepared at any moment
to establish the fact, even to the satisfaction of

the Hon. Atty. General West. Persons might

.

be competent to the duties of an office, yet
without the confidence of the people within
whose circuit they were to act, they must be
considered unfit to fill those offices. Such was
the case, with Mr. Morrison. and with
Mr. Spepce. He submitted .that” ke had
established the propositions with which
he bad sct out. He had based his argu-
ments on facts that could not be disputed. He
should not go so far as to sugzest a remedy for
these evils. It was not for those who were in
the minority tolay down the course to be taken |
by his Excellency. He simply stated the facts
and left it for those who had the power to apply
the remedy. )

Hon. POSTMASTER GENERAL suggested
that the question be postponed until the next
day.

Hon. Mr. FOLEY said the motion had been
already postponed, at the suggestion of Hom.
gentlemen on both sides of the House.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL WEST s2id it
had not been postponed at the request of any
member of the Government.

Mr. FOLEY admitted this. :

The subject then dropped, with the under-
standing that it should come upon the next day,
as the first order of the day.

BILLS READ A SECOND TIME.

Biui to Incorporate the Asgociation of Provin-
cial Land Surveyors, and Institute of Civil En-
gineers.—Mr. W. F. Powcll.

BILL to extend the limits of the City of Que-
bec.~—-M. Langevin. ’ :

Bint to incorporate the Drummond and Ar- .
thabaska Railway Company.-—Mr. Dunkin.

BiLL to consolidate the debt of the County of
Middlesex.---Mr. A. 2. MeDonald.

BirL to Incorporate theMontreal and Chambly
Steam Boat Corupany, known as-the ¢ Ligne du
Peuple.s- Mr. Campbell. .

Biun to extend the period allowed for the
Montreal Telegraph Company, for extending
their line to the Atlantic Coast, and across the
Atlantic.—Mr. Whitney.

BiLi to Incorporate the St. George's
of Montreal.—~-Mr. Dunkin.

By to Incorporate the Annuity and Guaran-
tee Funds Socicty of the Bank of Montreal.--
Mr. Dunkin.

BiL to annex the Local Municipality of Notre
Dame du Portage to the Municipality of the
County of Temiscouata.---Mr, Chapais.

BiLw to establish the concession line between
Gore A, and the 8th concession of the Town-
ship of Grimsby.---Mr. Simpson.

BiLw to Consolidate the Debt of the Town of
Bomanville.~-Mr. J. Cameron. . )

B to divide the Township of Windsor,
County of Richmond, into two distinct Munici-
palities---Mr. Webb.- )

BiLL to Incorporate the Villageof New Ham-
burgh in the County of }Waterloo.-—~ Mr. .
Seott.

Society
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THE LAW OF REPLEVIN.

Hon. Mr. MOWAT moved the second reading
of his Bill to amend the Law of Replevin.

Hon. Attorney General MACDONALD said
there might hiave heen cases in which the Law
as it at present stood might have operated pre-
judicially, but he was not personally aware of
any. The effect of this Bill, there could be no
doubt, would be to increase costs ; and, there-
fore, while p]a.cmg a stronger safeo'uard around
the possession of property, they must be careful

- to avoid this as far'as possible. He would, how-
ever, offer no objection to the Bill, provided the
Hon. gentleman would consent to send it to a
Committee.

Hon. Mr. MOWAT consented to do this.

The Bill was then read a second time and re-
ferred to a Qpecml Committce, consisting of
Messrs. Dorion, J. S. Macdonald. Wilson, Wali-
bridge, Sheriwood, Dunkin and Mowat.

PROPERTY QUALIFICATION_OF MEMBERS.

Mr. GOWAN moved the second reading of
his Bill to abolish the property qualification of
members of the Legislative Assembly.

- Hon. Mr. CAUCHON hoped the House would
not accede to the motion.  If there was to be a
property qualification for the voter, he did not
see why there should not be one for the member.

Mr. BUREAU was not strongly opposed to the
proposition of the Hon. member for Leeds. He
thought that if there were no property qualifica-
tion for the voter, there might be some reason
for requiring one of the member. Perhaps, it
would be found that a great number of Hon.
members had not the qualification required by
law. Of this he was convinced. He would vote
for the second reading.

Hon. Mr. LORANGER moved, in qmondment
the six months’ hoist.

Hon. Mr. CAMERON was sorry this amend-
ment came from one of the advanced guard of
Lower Canada. -~ He supported Mr. Bureau's
views, thinking that the existing Law frequent-
Iy led to fraud and perjury.

Mr. NOTMAN did not see that the possession
of money gave brains. He would vote for the
Bill.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER thought the property
qualification was no obstacle to any clever man,
in this country, as any one with talent and care
could acquire ;uﬂ‘icncnt to qualify him. This ar-
gument was especially applicable, because this
House had the care of the public purse, and
those who could not be economical in theirown
affairs, so as to get the small amount of pro
perty required as & qualification, were hardly fit
to take part in that duty. .Moreover, generous
friends would often come forward and make a
present of property, as in the case of the late
member for Yamaska.

Mr. GOWAN thought this was an evasion of
the Law.

Hon. Mr. CARTIER—Not at all; the gentle-
man received the property absolutely, and en-
Jjoyed it to this day.

Mr. GOWAN thought that, if so, it only
showed that gencrous friends came forward to
shield him from the harsh operation of an un-
called for Iaw. The voter and the representa-
tive were each in a different position. The one
might very properly be required to have a stake
in the country; but in the other it was mind
that was required to represent matter. A pro-
perty qualification limited the choice of the
people; for the greatest writers and the greatest
thinkers had, in all ages of the world, been poor
men.  Aristocratic England had set us & good
example in abolishing the property qualification
of members, and we could not do better than
follow it.

‘Hon. Attorney General CARTIER—Abolish
the pay of members, and 1 will go for the aboli-
tion of the property qualification.

Hon, Mr. BROWN---And others. Move that.

Hon. Attorncy General CARTIER-—Tt cannot
be done.

Mr. DUFRESNE said the Hon. member wanted
to get out of his dilemma by crooked means.
The law did not at present prevent any one
coming to Parliament, and even to be 2 Huni-
cipal Councillor, an Assessor, or a Magistrate, a
property qua]nﬁcatxon was necessary ; but for-
sooth, a man might be delegated to do the most
important business of the country who bad no
such qualification. Why should it be abolished ?
Was it to lower the status of the House still
more? Ob, education, good sense, judgement,
were quite enough! This might do to preachin
dark corners and in suburb holes.

Hon. Mr. DRUMMOND---In the House of Com-
mons, for instance.

Mr. DUFRESNE—--Well, no man could get
into the House of Commons without having in
reality a property qualification, for the election
expenses were large and involved a great outlay.
He would never consent to abandon the quali-
fication, for it was necessary to preserve in the
representation of the people, the identity of the
soil. ;

Mr. WILSONX said he saw no reason why the
property qualification should be retained.

Hon. J. S. MACDONALD asked, why the Le-
gislature should circumscribe the choice of the
people by imposing a property qualification ?

Hon. Mr. DUMMOND said, most of the great
men whose portraits adorned the walls, would
never have sat in the Lower Canada Parliament
had a property qualification existed. He trusted
that all those who adhered to the old principles
of the Lower Canada Reformers would t0 8
man, vote for the Bill.

Hon. Mr. LORANGER said we did not a]low
a beggar to vote ; yet it was proposed to allow
a beggar to sit in the Legislature.

Mr. LABERGE-—-A" lawyer, who might not
own anything was sometimes entrusted with &
guit involving thousands.

Hon. Mr. LORANGER---That was no argu-
ment-—--a lawyer had an-educational qualifica-
tion. In contested elections, the sitting member
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gave no security. If the contestant succeeded
in hid petition, how was he to get the costs paid
if men without property were allowed to sit.

Mr. LABERGE thought Hon. gentlemen did
not sit there to represent Fortune or riches, so
much as intelligence, but, if they did, then it
wag the fortune of the electors, and it was only
necessary that these should possess property ;
not the elected., And it was ridiculous to say
that a qualification of £500 was of any influence
in making members more careful of the interests
of the country. - :

Hon. J. A. MACDONALD thought the rights
of property certainly ought to be considered,
and all the arguments were applied to voters,
rather than to members, and went rather in

favour of universal suffrage than of abolishing:

the property qualifications of members. The
question was being much agitated in England,
snd arguments pro and con were being used
with energy and ability. For his part, he was
opposed to universal sufferage—it went to the
very foundation of society by removing the
chief protection of the rights of property. Mem-
bers were sent to Parliament to express their
own opinions---not to act as delegates. To say
that some had false qualifications, was no argu-
ment, any more than to reason against voting,
because false votes were sometimes tendered.
The property qualifica:ion had been done away
with in England to let in, not to exclude pro-
perty, that was to say the wen upon 'change, the
Bankers, and others who had no real estate and
found it difficult to buy it, although they had
the ready cash. It was of infinitely more im-
portance to have men in our councils who had
the good of the country at heart, than who had
merely the property qualifications. With regard
to alieng, therc might be some who would really
take as much interest in the welfare of the
country as any body else; but these were the
exceptions, and they must not legislate for par-
ticular cases. There might be sowe brilliant
geniuses who wouid be shining lights before 21,
but a8 a geuneral rule the mind did not mature
before that age, There might be men without
a farthing in the world who would protect the
rights of property, yet all knew a man's judg-
ment was swayed very much by his own interests.
Ho would favor changes when they were im-
provements, but in the present casc he did not
think the exceptional or incidental evils result-
ing from the law would by any means justify its
repeal.  The reformers of 1855 had voted
azainst the repeal of the same law. He regarded
it as the first step towards universal sufferage,
and therefore should vote against it.

Mr. POWELL was gratified to find the Hon.
Attorney General, not very decided in his opin-
ions in relation to this Bill. There were some
alight mistakes in his statement of the law on
the same subject in England. The statute re-
garding property- qualification was passed in
the re’gn of Queen Ann, to exclude the trading
class from Parliament. It was fixed at £600
per annum for counties and £300 for boroughs,
in both case to be real property. At present

personal property is allowed to qualify where
real property was formerly required. The eva-
sion of this law was so common, that after every
election from fifty to sixty persons were found to
be falsely qualified. (Hear, hear.) And in the
House of Commons there had been men eminent
for their talents who sat there without the neces-
sary qualification, and who bad risen from a
low station of life. In the House of Lords the
Earl of Derby had declared his willingness that
the qualification law should be repealed---think-
ing it couldresult in no harm. Our property
qualification he (Mr. Powell) regarded as an ab-
surdity, and should vote for its repeal.

Hon. Mr. BROWN was sure, that as long as
thé qualified electors had it in their power, they
would elect such members as they were sure
would best represent their interests in the House.
The Hon. gentleman (Mr. Macdonald) on the
other side, had based_some of his arguments on
universal suffrage. But it was his (Mr. Brown’s)
opinion that universal suffrage was the curse of
the United States. It had a tendency to make the
policy of the country descend, not ascend. In the
United States, property was not recognized, it
was the man who could work on the feelings of
the people---no matter who he was, who was
sure to.be returned. In. Canada, every man
thought a great deal of his vote; while in the
States it was not so valued, and great numbers
staid away from voting. To touch on another
part of the Hon. gentleman’s argument. It was
evident that if a constituency wished to return
a member, they would return him whether he
had the property qualification or not. Sup-
posing that the Attorney-General himself was
so unfortunate as to become poor, and that there
was n general clection, would not the people of
Kingston return him irrespective of his poverty.
(Laughter.) Tt was a great fault, that at pre-
sent the rights of property are too well repre-
sented, and the rights of labour too litile. In
the Imperial Parlinment such is not the case.
There, labour is better represented than it is
here. So that every way the comparison iusti-
tuted between England and the Province by the
Attorney-General, was most unfortunate. It
was his (Mr. Brown’s) opinion, that there was
no use in property qualificaiion at all, and it
ought to be abolished altogether.

Mr. MACDOUGALL said they ought to open
one Chamber of the Legislature to all classes of
the community---the man of education as well
as the man of property.

Mr. J. B. ROBINSON said unless they could
show that the interests of property, of which so
much has been said, would be jeopardized by the
represcatation only of intelligence, they ought
to vote for the bill. The greatest patriots, and
the greatest statesmen in England, both on en-
tering Parliament and on leaving it, were coms .
paratively poor men. - -. i

Mr. McGEE was glad to find that all liberali-
ty of scntiment, was not confined to the Opposi-
tion benches. Right, reason, and ordinary com-
mon sensc, commended this Bill to the favor of
the House. The elected member, when once
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brought into the House, became at once the re-
presentative of all the wealth and intelligence,
not only of his electoral division, but of the
whole country, and he should so consider him-
self. The possession of property, whether per-
sonal and real, formed the tride basis of true con-
servatism, and was the best guarauntee for the cor-
rect choice of a representative. Ile was then
the representative of their property, and that
was the highest qualification le could have.
And all our influences were calculated to give
to property its due weight in the State. How-
ever, he adwitted that for some ycars past, a
demoralizing system of clecting men by the force
of money had prevailed, which neceded to be
checked,
House would haye a tendency to do this.

‘The -House then divided on the amendment.
Yeas 53; nays 51, :

Yeas:—Messieurs  Abbot,
Bequbxen,_,Blga.tr, Campbell, Caron;- Attorney
General Cartier, Cauchon, Chapais, Cimon,
Coutlée, Daoust, Désaulniers, Dionne, Dufxe;uc
Dunkin, Fortier, Fournier, Galt, Gaudet, Gill,
Harwood Heath, Holmes, Labelle, Lacoste,
Lnno'*nn, Laportc Le Boutillier, Loranger,
Loz, Macbeth, At'torney General \Iacdonald

M -Caun, Meanher, Solicitor General \Iunn,
()uimct, Panet, Playfuir, Pope, Price, Rose,
Pymal, William Scott, Sherwood, Simard
Simpson,Sincennes, Stirton, ’l‘.l<sc 'llnb.mdem
Webb.-—53.

Nays:---Messieurs Aikens, Bell, DBourassa,
Brown, Bureau, Burton, Burwell, Johu Cameron,
Maleolm Cameron, Clark, Connor, Daly, Dorion,
Dorland, Drummond, Ferguson, Ferres, Finlay-
son, I‘oley Gould, Gomm, Harcourt, Ilébclt
Howland Jobin, Labcrge, Lemicux, John. S.
M.tcdomld \Iamce A. P. Macdonald, McDoug-
all, Mc(;ec \IcI\ell‘u‘, Mowat, \Iunro, Notman,
Papincau, Patrick, Piché, Walker Powell, Wil
liam F. Powell, Robinson, James Ross, Short,
Sidoey Smith, Somervnlle, Starnes, Wullbnd"e
White, Wllson, Wright.---51.

The Bill was then read a second time.

LOWER CANADA GAME ACT.
The Bill to amend the Lower Canada Game

Act was read a second time.
The House then adjourned.

Alleyn, Baby,

TIVE COUNCIL.
1860.

LEGISLA

Quebee, March 22

-ty

Hou. Mr. SPEAKER took the Chair at 3
o'clock.
DOWER.
~v Hou. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill to

regulate the assignment of Dower in Upper Ca-
03, .8.

The Bill wus read a first time and ordered to
be read a second time this day w